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As millions sweat out the heat wave, blocks of lake ice keep these campers cool

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A heat wave is baking New England as millions of people sweat it out for another day. Heat index readings are expected to pass 100 degrees in some places. (AP Video: Kathy McCormack, Lisa Rathke, Holly Ramer, Nick Perry)
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    [image: Ice chips fly as Nate Lord chops out a block at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Ice harvested from Squam Lake during the winter is insulated with sawdust in an ice house. It is used for refrigeration in ice boxes at each guest cabin throughout the summer. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 23 | Ice chips fly as Nate Lord chops out a block at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Ice harvested from Squam Lake during the winter is insulated with sawdust in an ice house. It is used for refrigeration in ice boxes at each guest cabin throughout the summer. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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[image: Travis Miller drops a block of ice from one of two ice houses at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 23 | Travis Miller drops a block of ice from one of two ice houses at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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Travis Miller drops a block of ice from one of two ice houses at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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[image: On the hottest day of the young summer season, Nate Lord uses an ice pick to break a block of ice before delivering it to a guest cabin at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Ice harvested from Squam Lake during the winter is used for refrigeration at each cabin throughout the summer. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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On the hottest day of the young summer season, Nate Lord uses an ice pick to break a block of ice before delivering it to a guest cabin at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Ice harvested from Squam Lake during the winter is used for refrigeration at each cabin throughout the summer. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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[image: Silas Pociask, 9, of Deerfield, N.H., enjoys a "kiddie"-sized ice cream cone at Johnson's Dairy Bar in Northwood, N.H., on Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP photo/Holly Ramer)]
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Silas Pociask, 9, of Deerfield, N.H., enjoys a "kiddie"-sized ice cream cone at Johnson's Dairy Bar in Northwood, N.H., on Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP photo/Holly Ramer)
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[image: Visitors take part in the annual Market Days street fair in Concord, N.H., on Thursday morning, June 20, 2024, with temperatures in the 90s. A heat wave extending from the Midwest to New England moved closer to a breaking point Thursday, with millions of people sweating it out for another day. (AP Photo/Kathy McCormack)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 23 | Visitors take part in the annual Market Days street fair in Concord, N.H., on Thursday morning, June 20, 2024, with temperatures in the 90s. A heat wave extending from the Midwest to New England moved closer to a breaking point Thursday, with millions of people sweating it out for another day. (AP Photo/Kathy McCormack)
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Visitors take part in the annual Market Days street fair in Concord, N.H., on Thursday morning, June 20, 2024, with temperatures in the 90s. A heat wave extending from the Midwest to New England moved closer to a breaking point Thursday, with millions of people sweating it out for another day. (AP Photo/Kathy McCormack)
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[image: John DuPont prepares kettle corn at a street fair in Concord, N.H., on Thursday morning, June 20, 2024, where the temperature was near 90 degrees. (AP Photo/Kathy McCormack)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 23 | John DuPont prepares kettle corn at a street fair in Concord, N.H., on Thursday morning, June 20, 2024, where the temperature was near 90 degrees. (AP Photo/Kathy McCormack)
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John DuPont prepares kettle corn at a street fair in Concord, N.H., on Thursday morning, June 20, 2024, where the temperature was near 90 degrees. (AP Photo/Kathy McCormack)
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[image: Melana Price, of Southfield, Mich., dives into Squam Lake at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Ice harvested from the lake in winter is used to refrigerate guest's ice boxes throughout the summer season. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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Melana Price, of Southfield, Mich., dives into Squam Lake at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Ice harvested from the lake in winter is used to refrigerate guest's ice boxes throughout the summer season. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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[image: A worker wipes his face while working in temperatures above 90F (32C) at a gas line work site, Thursday, June 20, 2024, on a street in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 23 | A worker wipes his face while working in temperatures above 90F (32C) at a gas line work site, Thursday, June 20, 2024, on a street in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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A worker wipes his face while working in temperatures above 90F (32C) at a gas line work site, Thursday, June 20, 2024, on a street in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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[image: Jack Hurlbut, who is experiencing homelessness, stands outside a cooling center at a public library in Burlington, Vt., on Thursday, June 20, 2024. He said he's never been so hot in his life and slept outside near the library the night before. (AP Photo/Lisa Rathke)]
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Jack Hurlbut, who is experiencing homelessness, stands outside a cooling center at a public library in Burlington, Vt., on Thursday, June 20, 2024. He said he's never been so hot in his life and slept outside near the library the night before. (AP Photo/Lisa Rathke)
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[image: Will McLane loads a block of ice onto a wheelbarrow at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Ice harvested from the lake in winter is used to refrigerate guest's ice boxes throughout the summer season. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 23 | Will McLane loads a block of ice onto a wheelbarrow at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Ice harvested from the lake in winter is used to refrigerate guest's ice boxes throughout the summer season. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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Will McLane loads a block of ice onto a wheelbarrow at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Ice harvested from the lake in winter is used to refrigerate guest's ice boxes throughout the summer season. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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[image: Nate Lord chops out a block of ice at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Ice harvested from Squam Lake during the winter is insulated with sawdust in an ice house. It is used for refrigeration in ice boxes at each guest cabin throughout the summer. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 23 | Nate Lord chops out a block of ice at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Ice harvested from Squam Lake during the winter is insulated with sawdust in an ice house. It is used for refrigeration in ice boxes at each guest cabin throughout the summer. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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Nate Lord chops out a block of ice at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Ice harvested from Squam Lake during the winter is insulated with sawdust in an ice house. It is used for refrigeration in ice boxes at each guest cabin throughout the summer. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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[image: Nate Lord hauls out a block of ice at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Ice harvested from Squam Lake during the winter is insulated with sawdust in an ice house. It is used for refrigeration in ice boxes at each guest cabin throughout the summer. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 23 | Nate Lord hauls out a block of ice at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Ice harvested from Squam Lake during the winter is insulated with sawdust in an ice house. It is used for refrigeration in ice boxes at each guest cabin throughout the summer. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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Nate Lord hauls out a block of ice at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Ice harvested from Squam Lake during the winter is insulated with sawdust in an ice house. It is used for refrigeration in ice boxes at each guest cabin throughout the summer. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A block of ice is hauled up a the loading ramp at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Sawdust used to insulated the ice will be washed off before it is delivered to guest cabins. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 23 | A block of ice is hauled up a the loading ramp at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Sawdust used to insulated the ice will be washed off before it is delivered to guest cabins. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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A block of ice is hauled up a the loading ramp at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Sawdust used to insulated the ice will be washed off before it is delivered to guest cabins. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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[image: Javier Rodriguez rushes to deliver ice to guest cabins on the hottest day of the season at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Ice is harvested from the nearby lake during the winter and is used to refrigerate guest's ice boxes all summer at the rustic camp. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 23 | Javier Rodriguez rushes to deliver ice to guest cabins on the hottest day of the season at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Ice is harvested from the nearby lake during the winter and is used to refrigerate guest's ice boxes all summer at the rustic camp. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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Javier Rodriguez rushes to deliver ice to guest cabins on the hottest day of the season at Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. Ice is harvested from the nearby lake during the winter and is used to refrigerate guest's ice boxes all summer at the rustic camp. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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[image: Blocks of winter ice keep beverages cold in an old ice box at rustic Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 23 | Blocks of winter ice keep beverages cold in an old ice box at rustic Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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Blocks of winter ice keep beverages cold in an old ice box at rustic Rockywold Deephaven Camps, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Holderness, N.H. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)
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[image: A worker, right, takes a drink of water while working in temperatures above 90F (32C) at a gas line work site, Thursday, June 20, 2024, on a street in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 23 | A worker, right, takes a drink of water while working in temperatures above 90F (32C) at a gas line work site, Thursday, June 20, 2024, on a street in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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A worker, right, takes a drink of water while working in temperatures above 90F (32C) at a gas line work site, Thursday, June 20, 2024, on a street in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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[image: A bank clock overlooking the Market Days street fair in Concord, N.H., shows the temperature Thursday morning, June 20, 2024. A heat wave moved closer to a breaking point Thursday, with millions of people sweating it out for another day. (AP Photo/Kathy McCormack)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 23 | A bank clock overlooking the Market Days street fair in Concord, N.H., shows the temperature Thursday morning, June 20, 2024. A heat wave moved closer to a breaking point Thursday, with millions of people sweating it out for another day. (AP Photo/Kathy McCormack)
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A bank clock overlooking the Market Days street fair in Concord, N.H., shows the temperature Thursday morning, June 20, 2024. A heat wave moved closer to a breaking point Thursday, with millions of people sweating it out for another day. (AP Photo/Kathy McCormack)
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[image: A worker adjusts his helmet while working in temperatures above 90 degrees at a gas line work site, Thursday, June 20, 2024, on a street, in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 23 | A worker adjusts his helmet while working in temperatures above 90 degrees at a gas line work site, Thursday, June 20, 2024, on a street, in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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A worker adjusts his helmet while working in temperatures above 90 degrees at a gas line work site, Thursday, June 20, 2024, on a street, in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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[image: Workers wear protective face masks, center and right, while working in temperatures above 90 degrees at a gas line work site, Thursday, June 20, 2024, on a street, in Boston. The masks offer protection from large particles of earth and debris as a blow pipe is used to uncover utility pipes. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 23 | Workers wear protective face masks, center and right, while working in temperatures above 90 degrees at a gas line work site, Thursday, June 20, 2024, on a street, in Boston. The masks offer protection from large particles of earth and debris as a blow pipe is used to uncover utility pipes. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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[image: A worker uses a towel for protection from the sun while working in temperatures above 90 degrees at a building construction site, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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A worker uses a towel for protection from the sun while working in temperatures above 90 degrees at a building construction site, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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[image: A worker uses a towel for protection from the sun while working in temperatures above 90F (32C) at a building construction site, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)]
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[image: John DuPont prepares kettle corn at his booth at a Concord, N.H., street fair on Thursday morning, June 20, 2024, where the temperature was already near 90 degrees. (AP Photo/Kathy McCormack)]
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[image: A woman fans herself in Bryant Park, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)]
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                                        SQUAM LAKE, N.H. (AP) -- As New England baked in a heat wave Thursday, guests at one campground were keeping their food and beer cold with blocks of ice harvested months earlier from a frozen lake. 
And while some relief is expected in the eastern Great Lakes region and New England starting Friday, the National Weather Service said scorching temperatures will linger across the Ohio Valley and Mid-Atlantic region, and even rise in places, including California and Arizona, where they could eclipse 100 degrees (nearly 38 degrees Celsius).
On Squam Lake in central New Hampshire, ice blocks about the size of microwaves that had been packed in sawdust since winter were lifted from an insulated storage hut. It's been a tradition at the rustic Rockywold Deephaven Camps for more than a century, keeping fresh ice available throughout the summer and into the fall.

    


Angela Wilcox, who has vacationed at the camp for 16 years, took her children and nephews boating Thursday in search of the lake's coldest swimming spot.
"This is the hottest it's ever been, especially in June," Wilcox said. "We're kind of shocked."




Heat index readings combining temperature and humidity were expected to surpass 100 degrees (37.7 C) in many locations across the country, possibly setting some all-time records, the weather service said, and because record overnight temperatures could prevent natural cooling, heat danger could build up indoors.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Those without access to reliable air conditioning are urged to find a way to cool down," the service said in its forecast.
In a study published Thursday, a group of scientists said human-caused climate change has drastically increased the odds of experiencing the killer heat baking the Southwestern United States, Mexico and Central America this month. Last year, the U.S. recorded its most heat waves -- abnormally hot weather lasting more than two days -- since 1936.

    


Ocean waters are warmer as well, particularly in the Gulf of Mexico, where the season's first named storm, Alberto, was dumping heavy rain and causing flash flooding along a stretch of the coast from Mexico to Louisiana. This year's hurricane season is forecast to be among the most active in recent memory.
It's made for an unusually early start to summer extremes in the northeastern U.S.
It was already nearing 90 degrees (32.2 C) in New Hampshire as John Dupont opened his kettle corn stand at Concord's 50th annual Market Days Festival. He and his daughter set up two fans and were prepared to drape icy towels around their necks.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

"This year is a little challenging because of all the heat. Our kettle gets up to 150,000 BTUs," he said.
At Johnson's Dairy Bar in Northwood, Camryn Hildredth tried offer customers an empty dish for that heartbreaking moment when a scoop of rapidly melting ice cream topples out of the cone, but not all would listen.
"Everybody asks if we have AC. We do not," she said. "It's very hot and we get long lines, so it can get very rough sometimes."
In Burlington, Vermont, Jack Hurlbut said he's never been so hot in his life. "I live in Vermont for a reason, you know what I mean?" the 28-year-old said. 

    


Hurlbut, who is homeless, joined others in a shady spot on a lawn outside the public library, which was serving as a cooling center.
New York's state parks had free admission Thursday, and select state-run pools and beaches opened early for swimming, Gov. Kathy Hochul said. New York City's beaches were available, and although its public pools don't open until next week, the city keeps a list of hundreds of free air-conditioned sites.
"The humidity is pretty insane," said Anne-Laure Bonhomme, a health coach who was sightseeing in New York with her family. 
Many school districts in New Jersey switched to early dismissals as the school year winds down, and at least two rescheduled their high school graduation ceremonies due to concerns about excessive heat and humidity.
With much of Indiana sweltering, highway crews are starting shifts at 6 a.m., two hours earlier than in cooler seasons, and taking more frequent breaks in air-conditioned trucks in between filling potholes and other roadwork, said Kyleigh Cramer, a spokesperson for the Indiana Department of Transportation.

    


"They're able to get in those trucks and cool off right then and there because being out on the road is a little bit different than being in an office," Cramer said.
Some relief is coming: A cold front is moving into areas near Lake Michigan later Thursday and on Friday, the weather service said. Chicago broke a 1957 record for June 17 on Monday, with a high of 97 degrees (36.1 C).
___
Ramer reported from Northwood, N.H. Associated Press writers from across the country contributed, including Lisa Rathke, Kathy McCormack, Rick Callahan and Bruce Shipkowski. Follow AP's coverage of weather at https://apnews.com/hub/weather
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New Louisiana law requiring classrooms to display Ten Commandments churns old political conflicts

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A bill signed into law this week makes Louisiana the only state to require that the Ten Commandments be displayed in every classroom in public schools, churning long-running conflicts over the role of religion in government institutions.
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            Opponents vow to see Louisiana governor 'in court' over Ten Commandments displays in schools

        
        
            A bill signed into law this week makes Louisiana the only state to require that the Ten Commandments be displayed in every classroom in public schools, churning long-running conflicts over the role of religion in government institutions.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Opponents vow to see Louisiana governor 'in court' over Ten Commandments displays in schools
A bill signed into law this week makes Louisiana the only state to require that the Ten Commandments be displayed in every classroom in public schools, churning long-running conflicts over the role of religion in government institutions.
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            New law requires all Louisiana public school classrooms to display the Ten Commandments

        
        
            Louisiana has become the first state to require that the Ten Commandments be displayed in every public school classroom. (AP produced by Javier Arciga)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        New law requires all Louisiana public school classrooms to display the Ten Commandments
Louisiana has become the first state to require that the Ten Commandments be displayed in every public school classroom. (AP produced by Javier Arciga)
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    [image: A copy of the Ten Commandments is posted along with other historical documents in a hallway at the Georgia State Capitol Building Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Atlanta. Louisiana has become the first state in the country to require the Ten Commandments are are displayed in all public schoools. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)]
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[image: Visitors walk past a monument of the Ten Commandments outside the Capitol, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (AP Photo/Paul Weber)]
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[image: A copy of the Ten Commandments hangs in the Alabama Capitol in Montgomery, Ala., Thursday, June 20, 2024. The wooden plaque hangs next to a display titled "The Foundation of Our Law" that also includes information about the Magna Carta and the Mayflower Compact. The display sits in a room that housed the Alabama Supreme Court library between 1885 and 1940 and is now used for historical displays. (AP Photo/Kim Chandler)]
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[image: Louisiana Gov. Jeff Landry signs bills related to his education plan on Wednesday, June 19, 2024, at Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School in Lafayette, La. Louisiana has become the first state to require that the Ten Commandments be displayed in every public school classroom, the latest move from a GOP-dominated Legislature pushing a conservative agenda under a new governor. (Brad Bowie/The Times-Picayune/The New Orleans Advocate via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Workers repaint a Ten Commandments billboard off of Interstate 71 on Election Day near Chenoweth, Ohio, Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023. Louisiana has become the first state to require that the Ten Commandments be displayed in every public school classroom under a bill signed into law by Republican Gov. Jeff Landry on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]
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                                        NEW ORLEANS (AP) -- A bill signed into law this week makes Louisiana the only state to require that the Ten Commandments be displayed in every classroom in public schools and colleges -- and stirs the long-running debate over the role of religion in government institutions. 
Under the new law, all public K-12 classrooms and state-funded universities will be required to display a poster-sized display of the Ten Commandments in "large, easily readable font" next year. 
Civil liberties groups planned lawsuits to block the law signed by Republican Gov. Jeff Landry, saying it would unconstitutionally breach protections against government-imposed religion. "We're going to be seeing Gov. Landry in court,"said Rachel Laser, the president and CEO of Americans United for Separation of Church and State.
State officials are stressing the history of the Ten Commandments, which the bill calls "foundational documents of our state and national government."

    


Similar bills requiring the Ten Commandments be displayed in classrooms have been proposed in other statehouses -- including Texas, Oklahoma and Utah. 
Reasonable and needed or unconstitutional and harmful?
At Archbishop Shaw High School, a Catholic-run school in suburban New Orleans, the head of school, Father Steve Ryan, said he was pleased that the Ten Commandments will be posted on public school walls. 




"These laws, which are part of the Judeo-Christian tradition, are good safeguards for society. They are actually reasonable," Ryan said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In Baton Rouge, Attorney General Liz Murrill, a Republican ally of Landry, said she was looking forward to defending the law. 
"The 10 Commandments are pretty simple (don't kill, steal, cheat on your wife), but they also are important to our country's foundations," she said on social media. 
Opponents of the law argued that eroding the constitutional barrier between religion and government is illegal and unfair. 
"We're worried about public school families and students in Louisiana," Laser said. "They come from a variety of different traditions and backgrounds, different religious beliefs, nonreligious beliefs and students in those classrooms will be made to feel like outsiders when they see the government endorsing one set of narrow religious beliefs over others."

    


Louisiana's 2020 teacher of the year, Chris Dier, echoed those fears, and said he doesn't intend to post the Ten Commandments in his classroom. 
"I don't believe in doing something that is unconstitutional and harmful to students," he said. It is unclear whether there is a punishment for refusing to comply with the mandate.
The law was praised by former Alabama Supreme Court Chief Justice Roy Moore, who was removed from office in 2003 after disobeying a federal judge's order to remove a 5,280-pound (2.4 metric tonne) granite Ten Commandments display from the state court building.
"Nobody can make you believe in God. Government can't tell you that, but it must acknowledge the God upon which this nation is founded," Moore said.
Earlier Ten Commandments controversies
In 1980, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that a similar Kentucky law violated the establishment clause of the U.S. Constitution, which says Congress can "make no law respecting an establishment of religion." The high court found that the law had no secular purpose but rather served a plainly religious purpose.

    


In its most recent rulings on Ten Commandments displays, the Supreme Court held in 2005 that such displays in a pair of Kentucky courthouses violated the Constitution. At the same time, the court upheld a Ten Commandments marker on the grounds of the Texas state Capitol in Austin. Those were 5-4 decisions but the court's makeup has changed, with a 6-3 conservative majority now. 
The main differences in the two cases -- at least according to the one swing vote, then-Justice Stephen Breyer -- was that the Kentucky counties' officials demonstrated an unmistakable track record of religious motives in the posting, whereas the motives behind the Texas display were more on the "borderline" between religious and secular. Plus, Breyer said, the Texas monument had passed a test of time, standing among other monuments for decades without legal challenge.

    


Other religion-government fights
After he was removed as chief justice of Alabama Supreme Court in 2003 for his refusal to remove the Ten Commandments monument, Moore was elected to the post again, but was suspended from the bench in 2016 after a judicial discipline panel ruled he had urged probate judges to refuse marriage licenses to same-sex couples. Moore disputed the accusation.
Voters approved an amendment to the Alabama Constitution in 2018 saying schools and public buildings can display the Ten Commandments as long as it is done in a way that "complies with constitutional requirements," such as being intermingled with historical documents.
Louisiana has had a prominent role in the church-state legal fight before. In 1987, the Supreme Court struck down a 1981 Louisiana statute that required instruction on evolution to be accompanied by teaching on "creation science." The court found that the statute had no identifiable secular purpose and the "pre-eminent purpose of the Louisiana Legislature was clearly to advance the religious viewpoint that a supernatural being created humankind."

    


Mississippi has mandated the display of "In God We Trust" in schools since 2001. Louisiana passed a similar mandate that became law last year.
The latest pushes to post the Ten Commandments follow a major victory for the religious right in 2022: The Supreme Court ruled that a high school football coach in the state of Washington who knelt and prayed on the field after games was protected by the Constitution. 
How the Ten Commandments are viewed
Jews and Christians regard the Ten Commandments as having been given by God to Moses, according to biblical accounts, on Mount Sinai. Not every Christian tradition uses the same Ten Commandments. The order varies as does the phrasing, depending on which Bible translation is used. The Ten Commandments in the signed Louisiana legislation are listed in an order common among some Protestant and Orthodox traditions. 
Disputes over the law likely won't just be about whether the commandments should be mandated on school room walls, but also which version, said James Hudnut-Beumler, a professor of American religious history at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee.
"The Ten Commandments always look universal until you put a shortened list up on the wall and discover that there's room for dispute."
___
Cline reported from Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Associated Press writers Stephen Smith in New Orleans; Kim Chandler in Montgomery, Alabama; Mark Sherman in Washington; Holly Meyer in Nashville, Tennessee; Emily Wagster Pettus in Jackson, Mississippi; and Peter Smith in Pittsburgh contributed to this report. 
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The Putin-Kim summit produced an unusual -- and speedy -- flurry of glimpses into North Korea

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Russian President Vladimir Putin received an official welcoming ceremony at Pyongyang's main square Wednesday before beginning his summit talks with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. North Korean state media described the meeting as a historic event that demonstrates the "invincibility and durability" of the two nations' friendship and unity. Putin arrived in Pyongyang early Wednesday, after he said the two countries want to cooperate closely to overcome U.S.-led sanctions in the face of intensifying confrontations with Washington. The visit comes amid growing concerns about an arms arrangement in which Pyongyang provides Moscow with munitions for the conflict in Ukraine in exchange for economic assistance and technology transfers.
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            North Korean leader Kim welcomes Russia's Putin at official ceremony in Pyongyang

        
        
            Russian President Vladimir Putin received an official welcoming ceremony at Pyongyang's main square Wednesday before beginning his summit talks with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. North Korean state media described the meeting as a historic event that demonstrates the "invincibility and durability" of the two nations' friendship and unity. Putin arrived in Pyongyang early Wednesday, after he said the two countries want to cooperate closely to overcome U.S.-led sanctions in the face of intensifying confrontations with Washington. The visit comes amid growing concerns about an arms arrangement in which Pyongyang provides Moscow with munitions for the conflict in Ukraine in exchange for economic assistance and technology transfers.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        North Korean leader Kim welcomes Russia's Putin at official ceremony in Pyongyang
Russian President Vladimir Putin received an official welcoming ceremony at Pyongyang's main square Wednesday before beginning his summit talks with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. North Korean state media described the meeting as a historic event that demonstrates the "invincibility and durability" of the two nations' friendship and unity. Putin arrived in Pyongyang early Wednesday, after he said the two countries want to cooperate closely to overcome U.S.-led sanctions in the face of intensifying confrontations with Washington. The visit comes amid growing concerns about an arms arrangement in which Pyongyang provides Moscow with munitions for the conflict in Ukraine in exchange for economic assistance and technology transfers.



        
    



                        

                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un pose for a photo after the official welcome ceremony in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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            In talks with Putin, Kim vows 'full support' for Russia in Ukraine

        
        
            North Korean leader Kim Jong Un promised full support for Russia's war in Ukraine before starting a one on one meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin. 
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North Korean leader Kim Jong Un promised full support for Russia's war in Ukraine before starting a one on one meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin. 
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            Russia and North Korea sign partnership deal that appears to be the strongest since Cold War

        
        
            Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un signed a new partnership that includes a vow of mutual aid if either country is attacked, during a Wednesday summit that came as both face escalating standoffs with the West.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Russia and North Korea sign partnership deal that appears to be the strongest since Cold War
Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un signed a new partnership that includes a vow of mutual aid if either country is attacked, during a Wednesday summit that came as both face escalating standoffs with the West.
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    [image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un drive a Russian Aurus limousine during their meeting in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 19 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un drive a Russian Aurus limousine during their meeting in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Photo via AP)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un drive a Russian Aurus limousine during their meeting in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Photo via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, Russian President Vladimir Putin, center left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, center right, walk together on the red carpet upon Putin's arrival at the Pyongyang International Airport in Pyongyang, North Korea, early Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 19 | In this photo provided by the North Korean government, Russian President Vladimir Putin, center left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, center right, walk together on the red carpet upon Putin's arrival at the Pyongyang International Airport in Pyongyang, North Korea, early Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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In this photo provided by the North Korean government, Russian President Vladimir Putin, center left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, center right, walk together on the red carpet upon Putin's arrival at the Pyongyang International Airport in Pyongyang, North Korea, early Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, right, hug during the departure ceremony at an international airport outside Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 19 | In this photo provided by the North Korean government, Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, right, hug during the departure ceremony at an international airport outside Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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In this photo provided by the North Korean government, Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, right, hug during the departure ceremony at an international airport outside Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, talks with North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, center right, on Putin's arrival at the Pyongyang International Airport in Pyongyang, North Korea, early Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 19 | In this photo provided by the North Korean government, Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, talks with North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, center right, on Putin's arrival at the Pyongyang International Airport in Pyongyang, North Korea, early Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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In this photo provided by the North Korean government, Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, talks with North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, center right, on Putin's arrival at the Pyongyang International Airport in Pyongyang, North Korea, early Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, a motorcade with Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un head to the state guest house in Pyongyang, North Korea, early Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 19 | In this photo provided by the North Korean government, a motorcade with Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un head to the state guest house in Pyongyang, North Korea, early Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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In this photo provided by the North Korean government, a motorcade with Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un head to the state guest house in Pyongyang, North Korea, early Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, Russian President Vladimir Putin, center left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, center right, ride on an open car, as they parade during the official welcome ceremony at the Kim Il Sung Square in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency.(Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 19 | In this photo provided by the North Korean government, Russian President Vladimir Putin, center left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, center right, ride on an open car, as they parade during the official welcome ceremony at the Kim Il Sung Square in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency.(Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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In this photo provided by the North Korean government, Russian President Vladimir Putin, center left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, center right, ride on an open car, as they parade during the official welcome ceremony at the Kim Il Sung Square in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency.(Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, foreground right, attend the official welcome ceremony in the Kim Il Sung Square in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Vladimir Smirnov, Sputnik, KremlinPhoto via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 19 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, foreground right, attend the official welcome ceremony in the Kim Il Sung Square in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Vladimir Smirnov, Sputnik, KremlinPhoto via AP)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, foreground right, attend the official welcome ceremony in the Kim Il Sung Square in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Vladimir Smirnov, Sputnik, KremlinPhoto via AP)
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[image: People, holding portraits of Russian President Vladimir Putin, greet and applaud as a motorcade with Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un move past in a street in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 19 | People, holding portraits of Russian President Vladimir Putin, greet and applaud as a motorcade with Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un move past in a street in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Photo via AP)
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People, holding portraits of Russian President Vladimir Putin, greet and applaud as a motorcade with Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un move past in a street in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Photo via AP)
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[image: Pyongyang citizens look at news on a ceremony held to welcome Russian President Vladimir Putin, at the Kaeson Station of Pyongyang Metro in Pyongyang, North Korea Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Chol Jin)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 19 | Pyongyang citizens look at news on a ceremony held to welcome Russian President Vladimir Putin, at the Kaeson Station of Pyongyang Metro in Pyongyang, North Korea Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Chol Jin)
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Pyongyang citizens look at news on a ceremony held to welcome Russian President Vladimir Putin, at the Kaeson Station of Pyongyang Metro in Pyongyang, North Korea Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jon Chol Jin)
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[image: North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, right, drives a Russian Aurus limousine as Russian President Vladimir Putin sits on the left during their meeting in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 19 | North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, right, drives a Russian Aurus limousine as Russian President Vladimir Putin sits on the left during their meeting in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Photo via AP)
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North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, right, drives a Russian Aurus limousine as Russian President Vladimir Putin sits on the left during their meeting in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Photo via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, Russia's President Vladimir Putin, right, drives a car with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un sitting in front passenger seat at a garden of the Kumsusan State Guest House in Pyongyang, North Korea Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 19 | In this photo provided by the North Korean government, Russia's President Vladimir Putin, right, drives a car with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un sitting in front passenger seat at a garden of the Kumsusan State Guest House in Pyongyang, North Korea Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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In this photo provided by the North Korean government, Russia's President Vladimir Putin, right, drives a car with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un sitting in front passenger seat at a garden of the Kumsusan State Guest House in Pyongyang, North Korea Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, front right, and Russia's President Vladimir Putin, center, chat at a garden of the Kumsusan State Guest House in Pyongyang, North Korea Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency.(Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 19 | In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, front right, and Russia's President Vladimir Putin, center, chat at a garden of the Kumsusan State Guest House in Pyongyang, North Korea Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency.(Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, front right, and Russia's President Vladimir Putin, center, chat at a garden of the Kumsusan State Guest House in Pyongyang, North Korea Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency.(Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, right, presents a pair of Pungsan dogs to Russia's President Vladimir Putin, second left, at a garden of the Kumsusan State Guest House in Pyongyang, North Korea Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 19 | In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, right, presents a pair of Pungsan dogs to Russia's President Vladimir Putin, second left, at a garden of the Kumsusan State Guest House in Pyongyang, North Korea Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, right, presents a pair of Pungsan dogs to Russia's President Vladimir Putin, second left, at a garden of the Kumsusan State Guest House in Pyongyang, North Korea Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, right, shows a gift to Russian President Vladimir Putin, front, at the state guest house in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency.(Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 19 | In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, right, shows a gift to Russian President Vladimir Putin, front, at the state guest house in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency.(Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, right, shows a gift to Russian President Vladimir Putin, front, at the state guest house in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency.(Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, right, and Russia's President Vladimir Putin, left, walk through a garden of the Kumsusan State Guest House in Pyongyang, North Korea Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 19 | In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, right, and Russia's President Vladimir Putin, left, walk through a garden of the Kumsusan State Guest House in Pyongyang, North Korea Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, right, and Russia's President Vladimir Putin, left, walk through a garden of the Kumsusan State Guest House in Pyongyang, North Korea Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un attend a gala concert in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 19 | In this photo provided by the North Korean government, Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un attend a gala concert in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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In this photo provided by the North Korean government, Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un attend a gala concert in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency. (Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and Russian President Vladimir Putin hold a meeting at the state guest house in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency.(Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 19 | In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and Russian President Vladimir Putin hold a meeting at the state guest house in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency.(Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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In this photo provided by the North Korean government, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and Russian President Vladimir Putin hold a meeting at the state guest house in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency.(Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un smile as they walk after the talks in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 19 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un smile as they walk after the talks in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Photo via AP)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un smile as they walk after the talks in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Photo via AP)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un walk together during the departure ceremony at an international airport outside Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov/Sputnik, Kremlin Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 19 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un walk together during the departure ceremony at an international airport outside Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov/Sputnik, Kremlin Photo via AP)
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                                        The imagery from Pyongyang emerged quickly, notable in its variety -- glimpses into North Korea in near-real time that showed its leader, Kim Jong Un, grinning and glad-handing with Russian President Vladimir Putin and showing him around the capital of one of the world's least accessible nations.
For those who follow the happenings of the Kim family's three-generation rule, the coverage of the Kim-Putin meeting this week -- visuals released only by the respective propaganda arms of each government -- represented an extraordinary flurry of views into a nation where imagery that feels even remotely off the cuff, not vetted and edited ad nauseam, is rare.
The pair marched on the red carpet in Kim Il Sung Square, named after the current leader's grandfather and the nation's founder. They gazed upon a sea of balloon-toting children. They reviewed a military parade and eyed a crowd waving pompoms. They saw -- but were not shown interacting with -- groups of North Korean citizens, who if the past is any indication were meticulously vetted before getting anywhere near the scene.

    


Those images were vivid and plentiful, but they represented the predictable output of an experienced propaganda apparatus.




Far more striking were the in-between moments that managed to peek through -- also calibrated carefully, but revealing a smidgen more about the North and its leader than most imagery does. From stills and videos made by both Russian and North Korean state media operations (independent journalists were not given access to cover Putin's visit), the images were many and varied. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Here was Kim showing Putin a bust he'd had made of the Russian leader as a gift. Here were the two leaders hugging, looking at horses and Korean Pungsan dogs, leaning in for informal conversations, laughing at a "gala concert." And here were cutaways to the background of a state dinner -- complete with camera dollies, rooms before the leaders entered and other outtake-style shots that surface less often in North Korea's home-grown imagery. 

    


One of the most impactful sequences came from Kremlin pool video, filmed just before Putin's arrival in Pyongyang. It showed Kim on the tarmac with his hands behind his back, silhouetted against the airport gate and a scarlet welcome sign behind him, pacing and awaiting his counterpart's presence. It was easy to imagine that Kim Jong Un was, for a moment, not the packaged leader of an authoritarian government but a weary man waiting for a plane after dark. 
Perhaps most noteworthy was the sense that all this was coming at the world in almost real time -- mostly through Russian pool imagery. The North Korean government's own images usually present its leader and nation as stilted, rigid and slightly out of sync -- and photos usually emerge well after an event takes place. 
Also at play: Imagery from the North's main propaganda organ, the Korean Central News Agency, has occasionally been digitally manipulated before being transmitted; stringent vetting is required before it can be used.

    


Part of what made this week's images so compelling was the occasional appearance of spontaneity. The overwhelming share of imagery out of North Korea feels staged -- because so much of it is. Awkward and deferential people typically surround Kim, as they did his father and grandfather. And often Kim appears awkward himself.
But in these frames and footage, amid the fast-moving nature of the week's events, that set-piece feel sometimes seemed absent. And it made North Korea appear more like other places, rather than reinforcing the "hermit kingdom" image. 
Photos and video can distance us. They can draw us nearer. They can humanize. They can show, to the many, places that only the few see. And sometimes, collectively, they can offer some small epiphanies about a place, its people, even its leader. 
To look at this week's photos and video from Pyongyang is to know just a bit more about what makes North Korea tick -- even if that wasn't the primary intent of the propagandists who created them.

    


___
Ted Anthony, director of new storytelling and newsroom innovation for The Associated Press, was the AP's Asia-Pacific news director from 2014 to 2018 and visited North Korea multiple times in that role. Follow him at http://www.twitter.com/anthonyted

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/north-korea-russia-kim-putin-summit-images-7ff8b8b5f8b327a58d54ad6f2e2f4794



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



US will redirect air defense inceptor missiles to Ukraine that other allies had on order

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: National Security Council spokesman John Kirby speaks during the daily briefing at the White House in Washington, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)]
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[image: the Texas Governor's Mansion Wednesday, July 18, 2012, in Austin, Texas. After four years, the historic Texas Governor's Mansion was restored in a $25 million project after the building was nearly destroyed by fire. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The White House announced Thursday that it will rush delivery of air defense interceptor missiles to Ukraine by redirecting planned shipments to other allied nations, as Washington scrambles to counter increased Russian attacks on Ukrainian energy infrastructure.
National security spokesman John Kirby said the U.S. had taken the "difficult but necessary decision to reprioritize near-term planned deliveries of foreign military sales to other countries," though he wouldn't say which nations would be affected or how many.
"Right now, we know that Ukraine urgently needs these additional capabilities," Kirby said on a call with reporters, adding, "Obviously more is needed, and it's needed now."
The announcement comes after President Joe Biden, during last week's Group of Seven meeting in Italy, suggested such action might be necessary, saying, "We've let it be known for those countries that are expecting, from us, air defense systems in the future, that they're going to have to wait." 

    


"Everything we have is going to go to Ukraine until their needs are met," Biden said. "And then we will make good on the commitments we made to other countries."




The U.S. was already sending Ukraine a consistent stream of interceptors for its air defense systems, including for the Patriot missile batteries and the National Advanced Surface-to-Air Missile Systems, or NASAMS. But Kirby said that more was urgently needed as Russia's military has accelerated missile and drone attacks against cities and infrastructure centers "trying to destroy Ukraine's energy system ahead of this winter."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Russia has resumed its aerial pounding of Ukraine's power grid while Kyiv's forces are again targeting Russian oil facilities with drone strikes, as each side seeks to hinder the other's ability to continue fighting.
The number of interceptors to be sent isn't clear but Kirby said it could involve "hundreds" of Patriot interceptor missiles.

    


Kirby said Ukraine will get prioritized shipments as soon as systems roll off assembly lines for the next about 16 months, and those will provide the country with "enough capability" during that period.
After that, he said, "Countries that have been asked to delay will start to get" deliveries of systems they had already ordered. 
Kirby said the move means "a range of countries" will face delays in receiving missile systems that are being diverted to Ukraine but that the shift would not affect Taiwan or what it "continues to need and receive for self-defense" in the face of potential threats from China.
Asked to describe how other countries reacted to the shift, Kirby said they were "broadly understanding of it."
"They know how serious the need is in Ukraine," he said. 
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The Supreme Court upholds a tax on foreign income over a challenge backed by business interests
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[image: The U.S Supreme Court is seen on Friday, June 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Thursday upheld a tax on foreign income over a challenge backed by business and anti-regulatory interests, declining their invitation to weigh in on a broader, never-enacted tax on wealth.
The justices, by a 7-2 vote, left in place a provision of a 2017 tax law that is expected to generate $340 billion, mainly from the foreign subsidiaries of domestic corporations that parked money abroad to shield it from U.S. taxes.
The law, passed by a Republican Congress and signed by then-President Donald Trump, includes a provision that applies to companies that are owned by Americans but do their business in foreign countries. It imposes a one-time tax on investors' shares of profits that have not been passed along to them, to offset other tax benefits.
But the larger significance of the ruling is what it didn't do. The case attracted outsize attention because some groups allied with the Washington couple who brought the case argued that the challenged provision is similar to a wealth tax, which would apply not to the incomes of the very richest Americans but to their assets, like stock holdings. Such assets now get taxed only when they are sold. 

    
        
    

    


Justice Brett Kavanaugh wrote in his majority opinion that "nothing in this opinion should be read to authorize any hypothetical congressional effort to tax both an entity and its shareholders or partners on the same undistributed income realized by the entity."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Underscoring the limited nature of the court's ruling, Kavanaugh said as he read a summary of his opinion in the courtroom, "the precise and very narrow question" of the 2017 law "is the only question we answer."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: The Supreme Court upholds a tax on foreign income over a challenge backed by business interests
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Haya Panjwani reports on a Supreme Court ruling on a tax on foreign income.

    

The court ruled in the case of Charles and Kathleen Moore, of Redmond, Washington. They challenged a $15,000 tax bill based on Charles Moore's investment in an Indian company, arguing that the tax violates the 16th Amendment. Ratified in 1913, the amendment allows the federal government to impose an income tax on Americans. Moore said in a sworn statement that he never received any money from the company, KisanKraft Machine Tools Private Ltd.

    


But Kavanaugh said the tax the Moores disputed was akin to other taxes, including those on foreign-earned income and partnerships. A ruling for the Moores could have called into question those other provisions of the tax code and threatened losses to the U.S. Treasury of several trillion dollars, Kavanaugh noted, echoing the argument made by the Biden administration.
Justice Clarence Thomas, joined by Justice Neil Gorsuch, wrote in dissent that the Moores paid taxes on an investment "that never yielded them a penny." Under the 16th Amendment, Thomas wrote, the only income that can be taxed is "income realized by the taxpayer."
Lawyers for the Moores said they were disappointed by the ruling, but took some hope from its narrowness. "What this means is that the constitutionality of other species of future taxes -- such as a national wealth tax -- remains entirely unaddressed by the court's opinion," said Dan Greenberg, general counsel of the Competitive Enterprise Institute.

    


Greenberg pointed to a separate opinion from Justice Amy Coney Barrett, joined by Justice Samuel Alito, that agreed the Moores should lose this case. But Barrett also sided with the dissenters in arguing that income has to be realized -- in essence, received -- to be taxed in accord with the Constitution.
Kavanaugh's opinion left the issue of realization open and there are now four justices, one shy of a majority, who have declared their opposition to taxes, like a wealth tax, that don't require realization. 
Leslie Samuels, a tax expert who served in the Treasury Department during the Clinton administration, said the court's decision was unsettling because it seemed to encourage more legal challenges to taxes and warn Congress that its ability to impose new taxes may be restricted.
"While the government won, the Moores' backers effectively achieved some important and disquieting successes for the future," Samuels said.

    


The case also had kicked up ethical concerns and raised questions about the story the Moores' lawyers told in court filings. Alito rejected calls from Senate Democrats to step away from the case because of his ties to David Rivkin, a lawyer who is representing the Moores. 
Public documents show that Charles Moore's involvement with the company, including serving as a director for five years, is far more extensive than court filings indicate. 
The case is Moore v. U.S., 22-800.
___
Associated Press writer Fatima Hussein contributed to this report.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.
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Donald Sutherland, the towering actor whose career spanned 'M.A.S.H.' to 'Hunger Games,' dies at 88

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Canadian actor Donald Sutherland, whose wry, arrestingly off-kilter screen presence spanned more than half a century of films, has died.
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    [image: FILE - Actor Donald Sutherland appears at the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in Beverly Hills, Calif., on Oct. 13, 2017. Sutherland, the towering Canadian actor whose career spanned "M.A.S.H." to "The Hunger Games," has died at 88. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Donald Sutherland appears at the Oscars in Los Angeles on March 4, 2018. Sutherland, the towering Canadian actor whose career spanned "M.A.S.H." to "The Hunger Games," has died at 88. (Photo by Jordan Strauss/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Actor Donald Sutherland appears at the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in Beverly Hills, Calif., on Oct. 13, 2017. Sutherland, the towering Canadian actor whose career spanned "M.A.S.H." to "The Hunger Games," has died at 88. (Photo by Chris Pizzello/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Actor Donald Sutherland poses at the Wilshire Ebell Theater in Los Angeles on Oct. 16, 2001. Sutherland, the towering Canadian actor whose career spanned "M.A.S.H." to "The Hunger Games," has died at 88. (AP Photo/Rene Macura, File)]
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[image: FILE - Actors, from left, James Garner, Donald Sutherland, Tommy Lee Jones and Clint Eastwood, from the film "Space Cowboys," pose for photographers at the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Aug. 30, 2000. Sutherland, the towering Canadian actor whose career spanned "M.A.S.H." to "The Hunger Games," has died at 88. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno, File)]
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[image: FILE - Liam Hemsworth, from left, Jennifer Lawrence and Donald Sutherland appear at the premiere of "The Hunger Games: Catching Fire" in Los Angeles on Nov. 18, 2013. Sutherland, the towering Canadian actor whose career spanned "M.A.S.H." to "The Hunger Games," has died at 88. (Photo by Matt Sayles/Invision/AP, File)]
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FILE - Liam Hemsworth, from left, Jennifer Lawrence and Donald Sutherland appear at the premiere of "The Hunger Games: Catching Fire" in Los Angeles on Nov. 18, 2013. Sutherland, the towering Canadian actor whose career spanned "M.A.S.H." to "The Hunger Games," has died at 88. (Photo by Matt Sayles/Invision/AP, File)
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[image: FILE - Donald Sutherland, left, and his son Kiefer Sutherland pose for a portrait in Los Angeles to promote the film "Forsaken." Donald Sutherland, the towering Canadian actor whose career spanned "M.A.S.H." to "The Hunger Games," has died at 88. (Photo by Matt Sayles/Invision/AP, File)]
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FILE - Donald Sutherland, left, and his son Kiefer Sutherland pose for a portrait in Los Angeles to promote the film "Forsaken." Donald Sutherland, the towering Canadian actor whose career spanned "M.A.S.H." to "The Hunger Games," has died at 88. (Photo by Matt Sayles/Invision/AP, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Donald Sutherland, the Canadian actor whose wry, arrestingly off-kilter screen presence spanned more than half a century of films from "M.A.S.H." to "The Hunger Games," has died. He was 88.
Sutherland died Thursday in Miami after a long illness, according to a statement from Creative Artists Agency, which represented him.
Kiefer Sutherland said on X he believed his father was one of the most important actors in the history of film: "Never daunted by a role, good, bad or ugly. He loved what he did and did what he loved, and one can never ask for more than that."
The tall and gaunt Sutherland, who flashed a grin that could be sweet or diabolical, was known for offbeat characters like Hawkeye Pierce in Robert Altman's "M.A.S.H.," the hippie tank commander in "Kelly's Heroes" and the stoned professor in "Animal House."
"Donald was a giant, not only physically but as a talent," Sutherland's "M.A.S.H." co-star Elliott Gould said in a statement to The Associated Press as many paid tribute. "He was also enormously kind and generous."

    


Before transitioning into a long career as a respected character actor, Sutherland epitomized the unpredictable, antiestablishment cinema of the 1970s. He never stopped working, appearing in nearly 200 films and series.


Over the decades, Sutherland showed his range in more buttoned-down -- but still eccentric -- roles in Robert Redford's "Ordinary People" and Oliver Stone's "JFK." More, recently, he starred in the "Hunger Games" films.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A memoir, "Made Up, But Still True," is due out in November.
"I love to work. I passionately love to work," Sutherland told Charlie Rose in 1998. "I love to feel my hand fit into the glove of some other character. I feel a huge freedom -- time stops for me. I'm not as crazy as I used to be, but I'm still a little crazy."
Born in St. John, New Brunswick, Donald McNichol Sutherland was the son of a salesman and a mathematics teacher. Raised in Nova Scotia, he was a disc jockey with his own radio station at age 14.

    


"When I was 13 or 14, I really thought everything I felt was wrong and dangerous, and that God was going to kill me for it," Sutherland told The New York Times in 1981. "My father always said, 'Keep your mouth shut, Donnie, and maybe people will think you have character.'"
Sutherland began as an engineering student at the University of Toronto but switched to English and started acting in school theatrical productions. While studying, he met Lois Hardwick, an aspiring actress. They married in 1959 but divorced seven years later.
After graduating in 1956, Sutherland attended the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art to study acting. He began appearing in West End plays and British television. After a move to Los Angeles, a series of war films changed his trajectory.
His breakthrough was "The Dirty Dozen" (1967), in which he played Vernon Pinkley, the officer-impersonating psychopath. 1970 saw the release of the World War II yarn "Kelly's Heroes" and "M.A.S.H.," a smash hit that catapulted Sutherland to stardom.

    


"There is more challenge in character roles," Sutherland told The Washington Post in 1970. "There's longevity. A good character actor can show a different face in every film and not bore the public."
If Sutherland had had his way, Altman would have been fired from "M.A.S.H." He was unhappy with the director's unorthodox, improvisational style. But the film caught on beyond anyone's expectations.
Sutherland identified with its anti-war message. Outspoken against the Vietnam War, he along with actress Jane Fonda and others founded the Free Theater Associates in 1971. Banned by the Army because of their political views, they performed in venues near military bases in Southeast Asia in 1973.
"I thought I was going to be part of a revolution that was going to change movies and its influence on people," Sutherland told the Los Angeles Times.
His career as a leading man peaked in the 1970s, when he starred in films by the era's top directors -- even if they didn't always do their best work with him. Sutherland, who frequently said he considered himself at the service of a director's vision, worked with Federico Fellini (1976's "Fellini's Casanova"), Bernardo Bertolucci (1976's "1900"), Claude Chabrol (1978's "Blood Relatives") and John Schlesinger (1975's "The Day of the Locust").

    


One of his finest performances came as a detective in Alan Pakula's "Klute" (1971). During filming he met Fonda, with whom he had a three-year relationship that began at the end of his second marriage to actor Shirley Douglas. He and Douglas divorced in 1971 after having twins: Rachel and Kiefer, who was named after Warren Kiefer, the writer of Sutherland's first film, "Castle of the Living Dead."
Nicolas Roeg's psychological horror film "Don't Look Now" (1973) was another high point. Sutherland starred with Julie Christie as a grieving couple who move to Venice after their daughter's death. The film included a famous, explicit sex scene, artfully edited.

    


"Nic and I thought that maybe I would die in the process of it, so much were we committed," Sutherland once said. His admiration for the film and Roeg was such that he and his next wife, actress Francine Racette, named their first-born child Roeg.
Sutherland married Racette in 1972 and remained with her. She survives him. They had two other children: Rossif, named after the director Frederic Rossif; and Angus Redford, named after Redford.
Robert Redford's "Ordinary People" (1980) also dealt with the loss of a child. His directorial debut, starring Sutherland as the father of a family destroyed by tragedy, won four Oscars, including best picture.
Sutherland was never nominated for an Academy Award but received an honorary Oscar in 2017. He did win an Emmy in 1995 for the TV film "Citizen X" and won two Golden Globes for "Citizen X" and the 2003 TV film "Path to War."
Sutherland's New York stage debut in 1981, though, went terribly. He played Humbert Humbert in Edward Albee's adaptation of Vladimir Nabokov's "Lolita," and the reviews were merciless; it closed after a dozen performances. A down period in the '80s followed, with failures like the 1981 satire "Gas" and the 1984 comedy "Crackers."
But Sutherland continued to work steadily and increasingly worked in television, most memorably in HBO's "Path to War," in which he played President Lyndon Johnson's defense secretary, Clark Clifford.
After son Kiefer emerged as a star, Sutherland appeared in numerous films with him, including the 1996 thriller "A Time to Kill" and 2015's "Forsaken." But he turned down the chance to play the father on the hit series "24."
To a younger generation, Sutherland was most familiar as President Snow in "The Hunger Games" franchise beginning with the 2012 original. Sutherland sought out the part.
"The role of the president had maybe a line in the script. Maybe two. Didn't make any difference," Sutherland told GQ. "I thought it was an incredibly important film, and I wanted to be a part of it."
In his final years, the nonstop actor mused about dying onscreen, for real.
"I'm really hoping that in some movie I'm doing, I die -- but I die, me, Donald -- and they're able to use my funeral and the coffin," Sutherland told the AP. "That would be absolutely ideal. I would love that."
___
Associated Press writers Andrew Dalton and Kaitlyn Huamani contributed from Los Angeles.
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Robert F. Kennedy Jr. fails to qualify for CNN's debate. It'll be a showdown between Biden and Trump

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. speaks during a campaign event, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023, in Columbia, S.C. Kennedy was soliciting signatures in support of getting his name on the ballot for the 2024 general election. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)]


    

    
        
            
                    Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. speaks during a campaign event, Tuesday, Nov. 14, 2023, in Columbia, S.C. Kennedy was soliciting signatures in support of getting his name on the ballot for the 2024 general election. (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard)
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- Independent presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has failed to qualify for next week's debate in Atlanta, according to host network CNN, falling shy of benchmarks both for state ballot qualification and necessary polling.
The missed markers mean that the June 27 showdown will be solely between Democratic President Joe Biden and presumptive Republican nominee Donald Trump. That denies Kennedy a singular opportunity to stand alongside the leading candidates in an attempt to lend legitimacy to his longshot bid and convince potential supporters that he has a shot at winning. 
In a statement Thursday, Kennedy called his exclusion from the debate "undemocratic, un-American, and cowardly."
Both the Biden and Trump campaigns fear that Kennedy could play spoiler in what's anticipated to be a close general election.

    


According to the criteria set out by CNN, candidates would be invited to participate in the debate if they had secured a place on the ballot in states totaling at least 270 votes in the Electoral College, the minimum needed to win the presidency.
Biden and Trump have easily cleared the polling threshold but won't be certified for the ballot until their parties formally nominate them later this summer. Both have secured enough delegates to lock in their nominations. 




Kennedy's campaign says he has satisfied the requirements to appear on the ballot in 22 states, with a combined 310 electoral votes, though not all have affirmed his name will be listed. California, the largest prize on the electoral map with 54 votes, will not certify any candidates until Aug. 29. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


Candidates were also required to reach a polling threshold of 15% in four reliable national polls by June 20, another metric CNN said Kennedy failed to meet. According to the network, Kennedy has received at least 15% in three qualifying polls so far and is currently on the ballot in six states, making him currently eligible for 89 Electoral College votes.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Last month, Kennedy filed an election complaint alleging CNN is colluding with Biden and Trump to exclude him from the June 27 debate, alleging that the participation requirements were designed to ensure only Biden and Trump would qualify and claiming that he is being held to a higher standard. 

    


CNN has said the complaint is without merit. Kennedy's campaign did not immediately respond to a message Thursday seeking comment on CNN's announcement and asking if he planned to take any further action about his exclusion.
Last month, Biden and Trump agreed to the CNN debate and a second on Sept. 10 hosted by ABC, bypassing the nonpartisan commission that has organized debates for nearly four decades. 
After winning a coin toss, Biden's campaign chose the right podium position, meaning that he will be on the right side of viewers' screens, with Trump on the left, according to CNN. Trump's campaign then opted to deliver his closing statement after Biden. 
Both campaigns have agreed to appear at podiums, and microphones will be muted except for the candidate whose turn it is to speak.
___
Kinnard can be reached at http://twitter.com/MegKinnardAP
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South Korea will consider supplying arms to Ukraine after Russia and North Korea sign strategic pact

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    South Korea said Thursday that it would consider sending arms to Ukraine, a major policy change that was suggested after Russia and North Korea rattled the region and beyond by signing a pact to come to each other's defense in the event of war.
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    [image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un exchange documents during a signing ceremony of the new partnership in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Putin and Kim signed a new partnership that includes a vow of mutual aid if either country is attacked, during a Wednesday summit that came as both face escalating standoffs with the West. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un exchange documents during a signing ceremony of the new partnership in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Putin and Kim signed a new partnership that includes a vow of mutual aid if either country is attacked, during a Wednesday summit that came as both face escalating standoffs with the West. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un pose for a photo after the official welcome ceremony in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un pose for a photo after the official welcome ceremony in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: In this photo provided Thursday, June 20, 2024, by the North Korean government, Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, center left, review an honor guard during the official welcome ceremony in the Kim Il Sung Square in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency.(Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 12
In this photo provided Thursday, June 20, 2024, by the North Korean government, Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, center left, review an honor guard during the official welcome ceremony in the Kim Il Sung Square in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19. The content of this image is as provided and cannot be independently verified. Korean language watermark on image as provided by source reads: "KCNA" which is the abbreviation for Korean Central News Agency.(Korean Central News Agency/Korea News Service via AP)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un attend a State Reception after their talks in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 12 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un attend a State Reception after their talks in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un attend a State Reception after their talks in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un pose for a photo during a signing ceremony of the new partnership in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un pose for a photo during a signing ceremony of the new partnership in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin attends the talks with North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 12 | Russian President Vladimir Putin attends the talks with North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin attends the talks with North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un stands during the departure ceremony of Russian President Vladimir Putin at an international airport outside Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un stands during the departure ceremony of Russian President Vladimir Putin at an international airport outside Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: A motorcade with Russian President Vladimir Putin drives along a street in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- South Korea said Thursday that it would consider sending arms to Ukraine, a major policy change that was suggested after Russia and North Korea rattled the region and beyond by signing a pact to come to each other's defense in the event of war.
The comments from a senior presidential official came hours after North Korea's state media released the details of the agreement, which observers said could mark the strongest connection between Moscow and Pyongyang since the end of the Cold War. It comes at a time when Russia faces growing isolation over the war in Ukraine and both countries face escalating standoffs with the West. 
According to the text of the deal published by North Korea's official Korean Central News Agency, or KCNA, if either country gets invaded and is pushed into a state of war, the other must deploy "all means at its disposal without delay" to provide "military and other assistance." But the agreement also says that such actions must be in accordance with the laws of both countries and Article 51 of the United Nations Charter, which recognizes a U.N. member state's right to self-defense.

    


North Korean leader Kim Jong Un and Russian President Vladimir Putin signed the pact at a summit Wednesday in Pyongyang. Both described it as a major upgrade of bilateral relations, covering security, trade, investment, cultural and humanitarian ties.




The office of South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol issued a statement condemning the agreement, calling it a threat to his country's security and a violation of U.N. Security Council resolutions, and warned that it would have negative consequences on Seoul's relations with Moscow.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's absurd that two parties with a history of launching wars of invasion -- the Korean War and the war in Ukraine -- are now vowing mutual military cooperation on the premise of a preemptive attack by the international community that will never happen," Yoon's office said.

    


At the United Nations in New York, South Korean Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul called it "deplorable" that Russia would act in violation of multiple U.N. sanctions resolutions against North Korea that Moscow voted for.
Yoon's national security adviser, Chang Ho-jin, said that Seoul would reconsider the issue of providing arms to Ukraine to help the country fight off Russia's full-scale invasion.
South Korea, a growing arms exporter with a well-equipped military backed by the United States, has provided humanitarian aid and other support to Ukraine, while joining U.S.-led economic sanctions against Moscow. But it hasn't directly provided arms to Kyiv, citing a longstanding policy of not supplying weapons to countries actively engaged in conflict.
Speaking to reporters in Hanoi, where he traveled after Pyongyang, Putin said Thursday that supplying weapons to Ukraine would be "a very big mistake" on South Korea's part. If that happens, Putin said that it would lead to "decisions that are unlikely to please the current leadership of South Korea."

    


He said that South Korea "shouldn't worry" about the agreement, if Seoul isn't planning any aggression against Pyongyang.
Asked whether Ukrainian strikes on Russian regions with Western-supplied weapons could be considered an act of aggression, Putin said that "it needs to be additionally studied, but it's close to it," and that Moscow isn't ruling out supplying weapons to North Korea in response.
A number of NATO allies, including the United States and Germany, recently authorized Ukraine to hit some targets on Russian soil with the long-range weapons they are supplying to Kyiv. Earlier this month, a Western official and a U.S. senator said that Ukraine has used American weapons to strike inside Russia.
Putin has said in response that Moscow "reserves the right" to arm Western adversaries, and reiterated that notion on Thursday. 
"I said, including in Pyongyang, that in this case we reserve the right to supply weapons to other regions of the world," he said. "Keeping in mind our agreements with the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, I'm not ruling that out."

    


The summit between Kim and Putin came as the U.S. and its allies expressed growing concern over a possible arms arrangement in which Pyongyang provides Moscow with badly needed munitions for the war in Ukraine, in exchange for economic assistance and technology transfers that could enhance the threat posed by Kim's nuclear weapons and missile program.
Following their summit, Kim said the two countries had a "fiery friendship," and that the deal was their "strongest-ever treaty," putting the relationship at the level of an alliance. He vowed full support for Russia's invasion of Ukraine. Putin called it a "breakthrough document," reflecting shared desires to move relations to a higher level.
North Korea and the former Soviet Union signed a treaty in 1961, which experts say necessitated Moscow's military intervention if the North came under attack. The deal was discarded after the collapse of the USSR, replaced by one in 2000 that offered weaker security assurances.

    


There's ongoing debate on how strong of a security commitment the deal entails. While some analysts see the agreement as a full restoration of the countries' Cold War-era alliance, others say the deal seems more symbolic than substantial.
Ankit Panda, a senior analyst at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, said that the text appeared to be carefully worded as to not imply automatic military intervention.
But "the big picture here is that both sides are willing to put down on paper, and show the world, just how widely they intend to expand the scope of their cooperation," he said. 
The deal was made as Putin visited North Korea for the first time in nearly a quarter-century, a trip that showcased their personal and geopolitical ties. Kim hugged Putin twice at the airport, their motorcade rolling past giant Russian flags and Putin portraits, before a welcoming ceremony at Pyongyang's main square attended by what appeared to be tens of thousands of spectators.
According to KCNA, the agreement also states that Pyongyang and Moscow must not enter into agreements with third parties, if they infringe on the "core interests" of any of them and mustn't participate in actions that threaten those interests.
KCNA said that the agreement requires the countries to take steps to prepare joint measures for the purpose of strengthening their defense capabilities to prevent war and protect regional and global peace and security. The agency didn't specify what those steps are, or whether they would include combined military training and other cooperation.
The agreement also calls for the countries to actively cooperate in efforts to establish a "just and multipolar new world order," KCNA said, underscoring how the countries are aligning in face of their separate confrontations with the United States.
How the pact affects Russia's relations with South Korea is a key development to watch, said Jenny Town, a senior fellow at the Stimson Center in Washington and director of the North Korea-focused 38 North website. 
"Seoul had already signed onto sanctions against Russia for its invasion of Ukraine, souring its relations with Moscow. Now with any ambiguity of Russia's partnership with North Korea removed, how will Seoul respond?" she said. "Is there a point where it decides to cut or suspend diplomatic ties with Russia or expel its ambassador? And have we reached it?"
Kim has made Russia his priority in recent months as he pushes a foreign policy aimed at expanding relations with countries confronting Washington, embracing the idea of a "new Cold War" and trying to display a united front in Putin's broader conflicts with the West.
Tensions on the Korean Peninsula are at their highest point in years, with the pace of both Kim's weapons tests, and combined military exercises involving the U.S., South Korea and Japan intensifying in a tit-for-tat cycle. 
The Koreas also have engaged in Cold War-style psychological warfare that involved North Korea dropping tons of trash on South Korea with balloons, and Seoul broadcasting anti-North Korean propaganda with its loudspeakers.
___
Edith M. Lederer contributed to this report from the United Nations.
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    [image: Former Orlando Magic guard JJ Redick, center, watches from a court side seat during the first half of an NBA basketball game, Feb. 14, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. Redick is being hired as the head coach of the Los Angeles Lakers, a person with knowledge of the decision tells The Associated Press. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, file)]
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[image: FILE - Former Orlando Magic guard JJ Redick, center, leaves the court after being honored by the team during the first half of an NBA basketball game against the New York Knicks, Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024, in Orlando, Fla. The Los Angeles Lakers' reported plan to offer a massive contract to UConn coach Dan Hurley is the latest twist in the monthlong race to replace Darvin Ham. According to a person with knowledge of the lengthy search, the Lakers have strongly considered J.J. Redick, the former player and current ESPN analyst. (AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack, File)]
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[image: J.J. Redick arrives for Game 4 of the NBA basketball finals between the Dallas Mavericks and the Boston Celtics, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Sam Hodde)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- JJ Redick is being hired as the head coach of the Los Angeles Lakers, a person with knowledge of the decision tells The Associated Press.
The person spoke on condition of anonymity Thursday because the Lakers hadn't yet publicly announced the decision to hire the former guard for his first coaching job.
The 39-year-old Redick is an extraordinary choice by the Lakers, who hired a 15-year veteran with absolutely no coaching experience to lead a franchise with 17 NBA titles, one of the biggest brand names in world sports -- and LeBron James, the top scorer in league history.
Redick was a proficient outside shooter for six teams before his retirement in September 2021, when he moved into a career in broadcasting and podcasting. He joined ESPN's lead commentary team earlier this year.
ESPN first reported the decision.
Before Redick finished broadcasting the NBA Finals, he met with the Lakers last weekend and apparently did well enough to end the franchise's lengthy coaching search. Less than two weeks after UConn coach Danny Hurley turned down the Lakers' ardent advances, Redick has accepted the job in a remarkable three-year journey from the court to the broadcast booth to the Lakers' bench.

    


Redick replaces Darvin Ham, who was fired May 3 despite leading the Lakers to two playoff berths and a Western Conference finals appearance in 2023.




Redick began recording a regular podcast with James two months ago, and their "Mind the Game" collaboration is already wildly popular, with listeners often emerging impressed by the duo's basketball acumen and high-level discussion of tactics and motivation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Now these two minds will be working together for the Lakers, with Redick leading a roster headlined by James, who is six months younger than Redick.
Everything is contingent on James deciding to return to play with Anthony Davis and the Lakers, of course. James, who will enter his 22nd NBA season this fall, could decline his $51.4 million contract option this month to become a free agent.

    


But hiring Redick seems to be another calculated move by the Lakers to maximize their chances of keeping the 20-time All-Star and the driving force behind their 2020 championship team.
Redick's coaching experience is limited to his children's youth teams, but he has been around the game his entire life. He is the leading scorer in the history of Duke, where he played four seasons under Mike Krzyzewski.
And though Redick is an unorthodox choice, his unlikely ascent is not without some precedent in Lakers lore and recent NBA history.
Pat Riley was a broadcaster for the Lakers in November 1979 when Paul Westhead took over as their head coach after Jack McKinney nearly died in a bicycle accident. Westhead hired Riley as an assistant without coaching experience, and Riley became the Lakers' head coach in late 1981 after Westhead clashed with Magic Johnson.
Riley promptly led the Lakers to four championships in the 1980s to begin his incredible career as a coach and executive.
And then there's Steve Kerr, the former shooting guard and Phoenix Suns executive who had never coached before he took over at Golden State in 2014. Kerr has led Stephen Curry's Warriors to four championships and six NBA Finals appearances in the past decade.

    


Redick's arrival ends another unusual offseason coaching search for owner Jeanie Buss, general manager Rob Pelinka and the Lakers, who are hiring their eighth head coach since Phil Jackson's final departure in 2011, and their fourth since James arrived as a free agent in 2018.
Los Angeles needed six weeks to settle on Ham in the summer of 2022, but the longtime assistant coach was dismissed after the Lakers lost to defending champion Denver in the first round of the Western Conference playoffs.
Ham led the Lakers to two winning seasons and a victory in the inaugural In-Season Tournament last year, but many fans and observers -- and, clearly, the Lakers' front office -- were not impressed by his leadership or preparation.
Davis memorably said during the playoffs that the Lakers "have stretches where we don't know what we're doing on both ends of the floor."

    


The Lakers hired Ham after firing Frank Vogel, who had been fired exactly 18 months after he won a title in the Florida bubble. Vogel replaced Luke Walton after another long coaching search in which the Lakers were widely reported to have wanted Tyronn Lue, only for a deal to fall apart over issues with money and control.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/lakers-redick-hired-e2f1e90ef9681f77e8b19e112a77c9a3



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



A US veteran died at a nursing home, abandoned. Hundreds of strangers came to say goodbye

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Former U.S. Marine Gerry Brooks died alone at a nursing home in Maine. Hundreds of people who knew nothing about the 86-year-old gave him a final salute. (AP Video: Patrick Whittle)
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    [image: Former U.S. Marine Gerry Brooks is laid to rest Thursday, June 20, 2024 at the Maine Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Augusta, Maine. Hundreds of people attended the funeral after Brooks died alone last May and a funeral home asked for volunteers to serve as pallbearers. (AP Photo/Patrick Whittle)]
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                                        AUGUSTA, Maine (AP) -- Former U.S. Marine Gerry Brooks died alone at a nursing home in Maine, abandoned and all but forgotten. Then the funeral home posted a notice asking if anyone would serve as a pallbearer or simply attend his burial.
Within minutes, it was turning away volunteers to carry his casket.
A bagpiper came forward to play at the service. A pilot offered to perform a flyover. Military groups across the state pledged a proper sendoff.
Hundreds of people who knew nothing about the 86-year-old beyond his name showed up on a sweltering afternoon and gave Brooks a final salute with full military honors Thursday at the Maine Veterans' Memorial Cemetery in Augusta.
Patriot Guard Riders on motorcycles escorted his hearse on the 40-mile route from the funeral home in Belfast, Maine, to the cemetery. Members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars paid tribute with a 21-gun salute. Volunteers held American flags next to the casket while a crane hoisted a huge flag above the cemetery entrance.

    


Some saluted while filing by. Others sang The Marines' Hymn.
"It's an honor for us to be able to do this," said Jim Roberts, commander of the VFW post in Belfast. "There's so much negativity in the world. This is something people can feel good about and rally around. It's just absolutely wonderful." He said Brooks' son, granddaughter and son-in-law came to the funeral but did not speak during the service.




Roberts said the VFW is called a couple times a year about a deceased veteran with no family or with one that isn't willing to handle the funeral arrangements. But "we will always be there." Like other veterans helping out Thursday, he hadn't known Brooks.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

So many groups volunteered to take part in paying tribute that there wasn't enough space to fit them into the 20-minute burial service, said Katie Riposta, the funeral director who put out the call for help last week.

    


"It renews your faith in humanity," she said.
More than 8 million of the U.S. veterans living are 65 or older, almost half the veteran population. They are overwhelmingly men. That's according to a U.S. Census Bureau report last year. As this generation dies, it said, their collective memory of wartime experiences "will pass into history."
Much about Brooks' life is unknown.
He was widowed and lived in Augusta. He died on May 18, less than a week after entering a nursing home, Riposta said. A cause of death was not released.
The funeral home and authorities reached his next of kin, but no one was willing to come forward or take responsibility for his body, she said.
"It sounds like he was a good person, but I know nothing about his life," Riposta said, noting that after Brooks' death, a woman contacted the funeral home to say he had once taken her in when she had no other place to go, with no details.
"It doesn't matter if he served one day or made the military his career," she said. "He still deserves to be respected and not alone."
The crowd on Thursday wasn't all strangers -- and it turned out Brooks hadn't been one, either.

    


Victoria Abbott, executive director of the Bread of Life shelter in Augusta, said he had come every day to eat at their soup kitchen, always ready to crack "dad jokes" and make the staff smile. He had a favorite table.
"Your quintessential 80-year-old, dad jokes every day," Abbott said. "He was really great to have around. He was part of the soup kitchen family."
But most people there Thursday met him too late. The memorial book posted online by Direct Cremation of Maine, which helped to arrange the burial, had a few strangers' good wishes.
"Sir," one began, and ended with "Semper Fi."
The two others, a couple, thanked Brooks for his service. "We all deserve the love kindness and respect when we are called home. I hope that you lived a full beautiful life of Love, Kindness, Dreams and Hope," they wrote.
They added: "Thank you to all those who will make this gentleman's service a proper, well deserved good bye."
Linda Laweryson, who served in the Marines, said this was the second funeral in little over a year that she has attended for a veteran who died alone. Everyone deserves to die with dignity and be buried with dignity, she said.

    


Laweryson read a poem during the graveside service written by a combat Marine who reflects on the spot where Marines graduate from boot camp.
"I walked the old parade ground, but I was not alone," the poem reads. "I walked the old parade ground and knew that I was home."
___
Seewer reported from Toledo, Ohio.
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Police say 15 shot during Juneteenth celebration in Oakland, California

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Juneteenth celebration in Oakland, California, turns violent when fights break out and several people are shot
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    [image: Oakland police officers respond to a multiple shooting during a Juneteenth celebration near Lake Merritt in Oakland, Calif., on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. A Juneteenth celebration in Oakland, California, turned violent when several people were shot, police said. (Ray Chavez /Bay Area News Group via AP)]
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                                        OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) -- Fifteen people were shot during a Juneteenth celebration in Oakland, California, police said Thursday.
The violence broke out Wednesday night during an event at Lake Merritt that was largely peaceful, with as many as 5,000 in attendance, until a sideshow involving "motorbikes and vehicles" took place around 8:15 p.m. on the north side of the lake.
A fight broke out down the street from the sideshow and a crowd gathered in the area of the fight, police said. At least one person was taken into custody for assaulting an officer.
Another person was injured during an assault that occurred after they walked across the hood of one of the vehicles involved in the sideshow and the occupants' got out and attacked them, Oakland Police Chief Floyd Mitchell told a news conference.
No suspects have been taken into custody in connection with the shooting, Mitchell said. 

    


Investigators found more than 50 shell casings at the scene.
At least one gunshot victim was in critical condition. The victims' ages ranged from 20 to 30 years old.
Paul Chambers, the police department's strategic communications manager, said earlier that as officers tried to get the crowd to safety several people struck OPD officers. 




A large police presence included as many as two dozen police vehicles and multiple ambulances at the scene, KTVU-TV reported. Police said 28 officers and four sergeants were at the scene to monitor the event.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Participants in the celebration were seen getting verbal with police with some people criticizing police response, saying they didn't respond quickly enough when people were injured, KTVU reported.
In 2021, a shooting during a Juneteenth celebration at Lake Merritt left several people injured and a 22-year-old San Francisco man dead. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Several people shot at Oakland Juneteenth celebration, police say
    

    
    
    In an interview for KTVU-TV, Tamia Robinson says a fight broke out near a display of motorbikes at the Oakland Juneteenth celebration, and then people started running. COURTESY: KTVU-TV

    

Police said the investigation of Wednesday night's shooting was ongoing.
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    [image: March Madness branding near the court before a first-round college basketball game between Kent State and Notre Dame in the women's NCAA Tournament Saturday March 23, 2024 in South Bend, Ind. The NCAA has presented a plan to Division I conference commissioners that would expand the lucrative men's and women's basketball tournaments by four or eight teams alongside an option to leave each field at 68 teams, according to a person familiar with the details. (AP Photo/Michael Caterina, File)]
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                                        The NCAA has presented a plan to Division I conference commissioners that would expand the lucrative men's and women's basketball tournaments by four or eight teams alongside an option to leave each field at 68 teams, according to a person familiar with the details.
The proposals were outlined to the commissioners this week by NCAA Senior Vice President of Basketball Dan Gavitt and NCAA Vice President for Women's Basketball Lynn Holzman, the person told The Associated Press on Thursday on condition of anonymity because no official announcements have been made. The news was first reported by Yahoo! Sports.
Under the proposal, expansion of the 68-team field included both four- and eight-team models. The NCAA would keep its 64-team bracket but would add play-in games involving the 10 through 12 seeds.
If the men's tournament were to expand it is expected the women's tourney would as well.

    


"It is appropriate to look at expansion, and we need to do that," Atlantic Coast Conference Commissioner James Phillips said Thursday during the Associated Press Sports Editors summer conference. "We're looking at it."




He didn't go into details on the proposal, which he said now "goes in front of the basketball committee, basketball oversight."
"When do you get to the point when the regular season doesn't matter?" he added. "Modest expansion is something I would prefer."
Many in college basketball have said they believe the 68-team fields and three weekends of play are ideal but pressure has grown to add teams and games to one of the most popular sports events on the U.S. calendar. Last year, the NCAA Division I board of directors approved recommendations that included allowing one quarter of teams in larger sports to compete in championship events; in that scenario, March Madness tourneys could expand to nearly 90 teams.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The NCAA is currently in the midst of an eight-year extension of its TV deal for the men's tournament worth $8.8 billion that runs through 2032. That would not be expected to change if a handful of teams are added. 

    


More games would provide a small boost through ticket sales and merchandise, but the pool of money the NCAA uses to pay out conferences and member schools would essentially stay the same. What could change, however, is how that money would be divided up if the tournament broadens. 
Expansion would also mean the men's tournament would have to find an additional site besides Dayton for its First Four games. The Ohio city already has games on Tuesday and Wednesday and wouldn't be able to host additional play-in games ahead of the tourney's traditional first-round opening on Thursday. Women's play-in games are at the same campus sites as the first two rounds of the tournament.
Expansion is largely backed by larger conferences and smaller leagues do not want to lose the automatic bids that come with a conference tournament championship or face the prospect of always being slotted for the play-in games. 
The earliest the NCAA Tournament could expand would be the 2025-26 season, the person told AP. The NCAA basketball oversight committee meets next week and the tournament selection committee has a meeting next month. 

    


The men's tournament last expanded in 2011 when it went from 64 to 68 teams. The women's tournament matched that in 2022. 
The women's tournament is coming off its most successful year ever that included a record audience of 18.7 million for the title game win by South Carolina over Iowa, the highest for a basketball broadcast of any kind in five years. It outdrew the men's championship game -- UConn winning its second consecutive title with a win over Purdue -- by nearly 3 million viewers. The women's tournament also had record attendance.
___
Global Sports Editor Ricardo Zuniga contributed from Charlotte, N.C.
___
AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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Tropical Storm Alberto weakens over northeast Mexico after heavy rains killed 3

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Tropical Storm Alberto, the first named storm of the season, is bringing strong winds, heavy rainfall and some flooding along the coasts of Texas and Mexico. It is expected to make landfall in northern Mexico on Thursday.
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            South Texas seeing rain, coastal flooding from Alberto, 1st tropical storm of season

        
        
            Tropical Storm Alberto, the first named storm of the season, is bringing strong winds, heavy rainfall and some flooding along the coasts of Texas and Mexico. It is expected to make landfall in northern Mexico on Thursday.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        South Texas seeing rain, coastal flooding from Alberto, 1st tropical storm of season
Tropical Storm Alberto, the first named storm of the season, is bringing strong winds, heavy rainfall and some flooding along the coasts of Texas and Mexico. It is expected to make landfall in northern Mexico on Thursday.
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            Areas along the Texas coast experience flooding from Tropical Storm Alberto

        
        
            Areas along the Texas coast are experiencing some road flooding and dangerous rip currents from Tropical Storm Alberto, the first named storm of the hurricane season. 


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Areas along the Texas coast experience flooding from Tropical Storm Alberto
Areas along the Texas coast are experiencing some road flooding and dangerous rip currents from Tropical Storm Alberto, the first named storm of the hurricane season. 
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            Drought-stricken Mexican town hopes Tropical Storm Alberto brings badly needed water

        
        
            Tropical Storm Alberto formed on Wednesday in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of what is forecast to be a busy hurricane season. The municipal government of Tampico, a port city in Tamaulipas state, has been dealing with extreme droughts announced Wednesday afternoon that they have activated a Command Center in coordination with the water, electricity and oil companies. (AP video/Alfredo Pena)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Drought-stricken Mexican town hopes Tropical Storm Alberto brings badly needed water
Tropical Storm Alberto formed on Wednesday in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of what is forecast to be a busy hurricane season. The municipal government of Tampico, a port city in Tamaulipas state, has been dealing with extreme droughts announced Wednesday afternoon that they have activated a Command Center in coordination with the water, electricity and oil companies. (AP video/Alfredo Pena)
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    [image: A bird flies over a deserted pier in Miramar, in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Tropical Storm Alberto formed on Wednesday in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of the hurricane season. (AP Photo/Fabian Melendez)]
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[image: A car sits submerged in water as Tropical Storm Alberto approaches land Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Surfside Beach, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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A car sits submerged in water as Tropical Storm Alberto approaches land Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Surfside Beach, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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[image: Winds from Tropical Storm Alberto blow sea foam inland, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Surfside Beach, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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Winds from Tropical Storm Alberto blow sea foam inland, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Surfside Beach, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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[image: Joseph Canzanella walks through the storm surge from Tropical Storm Alberto to get to work Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Surfside Beach, Texas. "This ain't the first time I've had to do this, and it won't be the last," he said. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: Palapas sit deserted on a beach in Miramar, in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Tropical Storm Alberto formed on Wednesday in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of the hurricane season. (AP Photo/Fabian Melendez)]
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Palapas sit deserted on a beach in Miramar, in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Tropical Storm Alberto formed on Wednesday in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of the hurricane season. (AP Photo/Fabian Melendez)
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[image: The storm surge from Tropical Storm Alberto, floods the streets in Surfside Beach, Texas, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. ( Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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The storm surge from Tropical Storm Alberto, floods the streets in Surfside Beach, Texas, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. ( Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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[image: Joseph Canzanella, left, greets members of the Vise family as he walks through the storm surge from Tropical Storm Alberto to get to work Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Surfside Beach, Texas. "This ain't the first time I've had to do this, and it won't be the last," Canzanella said. ( Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: The storm surge from Tropical Storm Alberto, floods the streets in Surfside Beach, Texas, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. ( Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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The storm surge from Tropical Storm Alberto, floods the streets in Surfside Beach, Texas, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. ( Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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[image: Joseph Canzanella walks through the storm surge from Tropical Storm Alberto to get to work Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Surfside Beach, Texas. "This ain't the first time I've had to do this, and it won't be the last," he said. ( Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: Members of the Vise family walk through the storm surge from Tropical Storm Alberto, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Surfside Beach, Texas. They said they needed to get out of their house. ( Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: An oil slick drifts across the surface as the storm surge from Tropical Storm Alberto floods streets, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Surfside Beach, Texas. ( Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 11 | An oil slick drifts across the surface as the storm surge from Tropical Storm Alberto floods streets, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Surfside Beach, Texas. ( Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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An oil slick drifts across the surface as the storm surge from Tropical Storm Alberto floods streets, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Surfside Beach, Texas. ( Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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                                        TAMPICO, Mexico (AP) -- Tropical Storm Alberto, the season's first named storm, weakened Thursday as it moved inland over northeast Mexico after bringing heavy rains to parts of the parched region and leaving at least three dead.
The storm was weakening rapidly over land and was downgraded to a tropical depression by the U.S. National Hurricane Center.
But forecasters said heavy rain amounting to several inches was still expected inland in Mexico's Tamaulipas, Nuevo Leon and Coahuila states. South Texas was forecast to see diminishing rain Thursday.




Immediately after it moved ashore in Tampico, there was initial disappointment at the meager amount of rain that fell. Showers had been sporadic through the early morning with the sun even breaking through at times.
"We had hoped that it would come because water is so needed here, but at far as I can tell it went somewhere else," said Tampico resident Marta Alicia Hernandez.

    


But inland heavy rain was causing damage in the neighboring states of Nuevo Leon and Veracruz.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

There, civil protection authorities reported three deaths linked to Alberto's rains. They said one man died in the La Silla river in the city of Monterrey, the state capital, and that two minors died from electric shocks in the municipality of Allende. Local media reported that the minors were riding a bicycle in the rain.
Water also washed out a segment of a major highway connecting Monterrey and Saltillo.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nuevo Leon Gov. Samuel Garcia wrote on his account on social media platform X that metro and public transportation services would be suspended in Monterrey from Wednesday night until midday Thursday when Alberto has passed. 
To the south in the state of Veracruz, 24 families were left homeless in the state capital of Xalapa after days of heavy rain collapsed a retaining wall onto three buildings.
At dawn, residents heard a deafening sound and the floor began to move.

    


"I thought it was an earthquake," said Pedro Luna Sanchez, who had owned an apartment in one of the buildings for 26 years. "I looked out the window and saw my neighbor calling for help. I looked more closely and saw the wall was on top of the buildings."
All residents were able to escape safely.
Alberto had spurred tropical storm warnings covering most of the western Gulf of Mexico's coastline from Texas to Veracruz. The storm made landfall with maximum sustained winds of 45 mph (75 kmh).
Schools were closed across Tamaulipas state where Alberto came ashore and would be through Friday. Shelters were prepared across the state to receive residents trying to escape high water.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Season's first named storm dumps heavy rains on Texas and Mexico killing 3
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on a storm hitting drought ridden Mexico.

    

As much as 5 inches (13 centimeters) to 10 inches (25 centimeters) of rain was expected in some parts of northeast Mexico and southern Texas, with even higher isolated totals possible, according to the hurricane center. Some higher locations in Mexico could see as much as 20 inches (50 centimeters) of rain, which could result in mudslides and flash flooding, especially in the states of Tamaulipas, Coahuila and Nuevo Leon.

    


Alberto was bringing rains and flooding to the coast of Texas as well. 
The U.S. National Weather Service said the main hazard for southern coastal Texas is flooding from excess rain. Areas along the Texas coast saw some road flooding and dangerous rip currents Wednesday, and waterspouts were spotted offshore.
The mayor of Corpus Christi, Texas, planned to request a disaster declaration after parts of the city were drenched with up to 6 inches of rain on Wednesday, a spokeswoman said. Residents reported water and wind damage, and canals were damaged on the north side of Padre Island, Brianna Sandoval said Thursday. 
Two people were rescued from vehicles that stalled over flooded roads, and a downed powerline rerouted highway traffic for part of the morning. The city remained under a flood warning.
Bert Dagnon, who closed his Salt Water Gift Shop in Galveston on Wednesday out of an abundance of caution, said it didn't rain as much as predicted and there was little impact in the area aside from flooding in low-lying areas.

    


"I suspect everybody will pick up, mop up and move on," he said Thursday, adding that he'd already had customers as skies turned partly sunny at the beach.
In Surfside Beach, a Texas city on a barrier island, storm surge early Thursday left behind some damaged roads and lots of debris, but "very little damage" to the mostly elevated structures, Mayor Gregg Bisso said.
The surge was receding by late morning and "you can almost get around now," he said. Bisso said the island has a population of about 800 full-time residents with as many as 10,000 vacationers in the summer.
Tampico resident Octavio Gonzalez was visibly disappointed in the little rain from Alberto. 
"Very little water fell," he said. "We're on this south side of Tamaulipas with a lot of drought. And the truth is we have a lot of hope for the rain."

    


___
Associated Press writers Jamie Stengle in Dallas; Valerie Gonzalez in McAllen, Texas; and Alba Aleman in Xalapa, Mexico, contributed to this report.
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What's known, and not known, about the partnership agreement signed by Russia and North Korea

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un signed a new partnership that includes a vow of mutual aid if either country is attacked, during a Wednesday summit that came as both face escalating standoffs with the West.
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    [image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un pose for a photo during a signing ceremony of the new partnership in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un shake hands after a signing ceremony of the new partnership in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Putin and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un signed a new partnership that includes a vow of mutual aid if either country is attacked, during a Wednesday summit that came as both face escalating standoffs with the West. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin speaks to the media after the talks with North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, foreground, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, left, speak to the media after their talks in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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                                        SEOUL, South Korea (AP) -- Both Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un say a new strategic partnership is a breakthrough, but what it means for their relationship is still uncertain.
The pact requires both countries to use all available means to provide immediate military assistance in the event of war, according to North Korean state media. While the agreement, inked Wednesday at a summit in Pyongyang, could represent the countries' strongest deal signed after the Cold War, there are differing opinions on how strong the security commitment is. 
Kim claimed that the deal elevated bilateral relations to the level of an alliance, while Putin was more understated and did not call it an alliance. 
North Korean state media released the text of the agreement, which also includes broader cooperation in military, foreign policy and trade. Russia has not published its version of the text.

    


Relations between sprawling Russia and small, isolated North Korea -- both of them nuclear powers -- have warmed significantly in recent years amid Russia's growing acrimony with the West over the invasion of Ukraine and suppression of all domestic opposition. 




One of the first knock-on effects of the agreement came Thursday, when South Korea's government said it would reconsider its policy of limiting its support to Ukraine to non-lethal supplies. South Korea, a growing arms exporter, has provided humanitarian aid to Ukraine, but it has not directly provided weapons to Kyiv.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Here's a look at what is known about the new partnership -- and what is still unclear.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: What's known, and not known, about the partnership agreement signed by Russia and North Korea
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on Russia's recent deal with North Korea.

    

What did Russia and North Korea promise?
Most of the debate over the partnership agreement revolves around the article that pledges mutual aid. According to North Korean state media, the section states that if one of the countries gets invaded and is pushed into a state of war, the other must deploy "all means at its disposal without delay" to provide "military and other assistance."

    


But it also says that such actions must be in accordance with the laws of both countries and Article 51 of the United Nations Charter, which recognizes a U.N. member state's right to self-defense.
To some analysts, that sounds like a promise that either nation would intervene if the other comes under attack, renewing a pledge made under a 1961 treaty between North Korea and the Soviet Union. That deal was discarded after the collapse of the USSR, replaced in 2000 by one that offered weaker security assurances.
Cheong Seong Chang, an analyst at South Korea's Sejong Institute, said the agreement echoes the language of the 1961 treaty, as well as provisions of the U.S.-South Korea mutual defense treaty about activating channels to coordinate if either faces the threat of invasion.
"North Korea and Russia have completely restored their Cold War-era military alliance," Cheong said.
Other experts were more cautious, saying the section is carefully worded to avoid implying automatic interventions and strictly limits the circumstances in which either country would be obligated to step in. And the language of the agreement is much less important than what each nation is actually capable of and willing to do, Du Hyeogn Cha, an analyst at Seoul's Asan Institute for Policy Studies, said.

    


While it's rare for any defense treaty to spell out specifically that a country is required to automatically intervene to defend a partner under attack, the strength of the commitment can be signaled in other ways, such as how the U.S. stations thousands of troops in South Korea and closely coordinates with its ally over training and weapons systems, Cha said. But Russia, for instance, doesn't have a troop presence in North Korea and the countries have no established track record in joint military activities and coordination, aside from the North's alleged munitions transfers to Russia.
The fact that the article invokes the countries' domestic laws and the U.N. Charter could reflect that Russia tried to limit its defense obligation to very narrow conditions: when it's clear North Korea did not instigate the aggression, the attack on the North is legally recognized in Russia as war and Russia's defense of the North is justified by the U.N., Cha said.

    


"The agreement is a symbolic statement vowing the expansion of cooperation, but it leaves a lot of room for interpretation when we get into practice," Cha said. "The biggest concern about the summit isn't whether (Russia) committed to an automatic military intervention or not, but the possible expansion of North Korean weapons transfers to Russia and the transfers of Russian military technologies to the North."
Putin said Thursday that the agreement calls for military assistance "only if aggression is committed against" one of the parties. He said that South Korea "shouldn't worry" about the agreement if Seoul is not planning any aggression against Pyongyang.

    


How could the Ukraine conflict factor into the agreement? 
Asked whether Ukrainian strikes on Russian regions with Western-supplied weapons could be considered an act of aggression, Putin said "it needs to be additionally studied, but it's close to it," and that Moscow is not ruling out supplying weapons to North Korea in response.
A number of NATO allies, including the United States and Germany, recently authorized Ukraine to hit some targets on Russian soil with the long-range weapons they are supplying to Kyiv. Earlier this month a Western official said Ukraine has used American weapons to strike inside Russia. The official, who was not authorized to comment publicly on the sensitive matter, spoke on condition of anonymity.
Putin in response has said that Moscow "reserves the right" to arm Western adversaries, and reiterated the notion on Thursday. "I said, including in Pyongyang, that in this case we reserve the right to supply weapons to other regions of the world," he said. "Keeping in mind our agreements with the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, I'm not ruling that out."
What kinds of military cooperation are possible?
Putin said he would not "exclude the development of military-technical cooperation with the Democratic People's Republic of Korea in accordance with the document signed today." 
That statement in effect formalizes something Western countries claim is already happening. 
The U.S. and other allies allege that Russia has received ballistic missiles and ammunition from North Korea as the Ukraine war depletes Moscow's inventory, and that Russia has made technology transfers to Pyongyang that could enhance the threat posed by Kim's nuclear weapons and missile program.
North Korean state media also said the agreement requires the countries to take steps to strengthen their joint defense capabilities, but didn't specify what those steps would be, or whether they would include combined military training.
The agreement also calls for the countries to actively cooperate in efforts to establish a "just and multipolar new world order," the North's Korean Central News Agency said, underscoring how the countries are aligning as they face separate, escalating confrontations with the United States and its allies.
"Russia and North Korea will likely hold the specifics of this cooperation close to their chests, but the agreement is a way of letting the world -- and particularly the United States and its allies know -- that they'll be working together," said Ankit Panda, a senior analyst at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.
What's the economic aspect of the pact?
The partnership also calls for developing economic ties, an especially important issue for North Korea as it suffers under an array of international sanctions. North Korea needs food, industrial materials and other goods, and in turn can supply Russia's war-depleted workforce with labor. Those workers could then convert wages in rubles to dollars or euros, potentially becoming a source of the hard currency North Korea desperately needs. 
Such activities would violate U.N. sanctions. Hours before he arrived in North Korea, Putin had vowed in an op-ed that the countries would overcomes sanctions together. Russia is the subject of Western sanctions for its invasion of Ukraine.
Putin said the Russian-North Korean trade turnover has risen nine-fold over the past year, but admitted that the amount itself remains "modest."
___
Heintz reported from Tallinn, Estonia.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-north-korea-putin-kim-agreement-7221909867dbb999de8adb23604e3c79
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Putin signs deals with Vietnam in bid to shore up ties in Asia to offset Moscow's growing isolation

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Russian President Vladimir Putin was greeted by Vietnamese President To Lam as he received a welcoming ceremony at Hanoi's Presidential Palace on Thursday.
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            Grand welcoming ceremony for Russia's Putin outside Presidential Palace in Hanoi

        
        
            Russian President Vladimir Putin was greeted by Vietnamese President To Lam as he received a welcoming ceremony at Hanoi's Presidential Palace on Thursday.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Grand welcoming ceremony for Russia's Putin outside Presidential Palace in Hanoi
Russian President Vladimir Putin was greeted by Vietnamese President To Lam as he received a welcoming ceremony at Hanoi's Presidential Palace on Thursday.
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            Putin arrives in Vietnam after wrapping up North Korea visit - AP Explains

        
        
            Russian President Vladimir Putin arrived in Hanoi on Thursday for a state visit to the Southeast Asian nation. Putin's visit to Vietnam is taking place at a time when Moscow is facing growing international isolation because of its offensive in Ukraine. (AP video shot by: Hau Dinh)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Putin arrives in Vietnam after wrapping up North Korea visit - AP Explains
Russian President Vladimir Putin arrived in Hanoi on Thursday for a state visit to the Southeast Asian nation. Putin's visit to Vietnam is taking place at a time when Moscow is facing growing international isolation because of its offensive in Ukraine. (AP video shot by: Hau Dinh)
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            Russia's Vladimir Putin arrives at Hanoi Airport for Vietnam state visit

        
        
            Russian President Vladimir Putin arrived in Vietnam early on Thursday. During the state visit Putin is scheduled to meet with Vietnam's most powerful politician, Communist Party General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong, and new President To Lam, as the Russian leader seeks to strengthen ties with a longtime partner. (AP video shot by: Hau Dinh)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Russia's Vladimir Putin arrives at Hanoi Airport for Vietnam state visit
Russian President Vladimir Putin arrived in Vietnam early on Thursday. During the state visit Putin is scheduled to meet with Vietnam's most powerful politician, Communist Party General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong, and new President To Lam, as the Russian leader seeks to strengthen ties with a longtime partner. (AP video shot by: Hau Dinh)
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            Russian President lays wreaths at two Hanoi monuments during state visit to Vietnam

        
        
            Russian President Vladimir Putin laid wreaths and paid his respects at two monuments in Hanoi on Thursday as part of his state visit to the country.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Russian President lays wreaths at two Hanoi monuments during state visit to Vietnam
Russian President Vladimir Putin laid wreaths and paid his respects at two monuments in Hanoi on Thursday as part of his state visit to the country.
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    [image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Vietnamese President To Lam embrace during an official welcome ceremony at the Presidential Palace, in Hanoi, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 16 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Vietnamese President To Lam embrace during an official welcome ceremony at the Presidential Palace, in Hanoi, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Vietnamese President To Lam embrace during an official welcome ceremony at the Presidential Palace, in Hanoi, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Vietnam's President To Lam pose for photos at the Presidential Palace in Hanoi, Vietnam Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Nhac Nguyen/Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 16 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Vietnam's President To Lam pose for photos at the Presidential Palace in Hanoi, Vietnam Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Nhac Nguyen/Pool Photo via AP)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Vietnam's President To Lam pose for photos at the Presidential Palace in Hanoi, Vietnam Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Nhac Nguyen/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, shakes hands with General Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee Nguyen Phu Trong during a meeting at the Communist Party Central Committee headquarters, in Hanoi, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 16 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, shakes hands with General Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee Nguyen Phu Trong during a meeting at the Communist Party Central Committee headquarters, in Hanoi, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, shakes hands with General Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee Nguyen Phu Trong during a meeting at the Communist Party Central Committee headquarters, in Hanoi, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, second left, shakes hands with Vietnamese officials upon his arrival at Noi Bai International Airport in Hanoi, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Nikita Orlov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 16 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, second left, shakes hands with Vietnamese officials upon his arrival at Noi Bai International Airport in Hanoi, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Nikita Orlov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, second left, shakes hands with Vietnamese officials upon his arrival at Noi Bai International Airport in Hanoi, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Nikita Orlov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Vietnamese President To Lam, left on red carpet, and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin, right on red carpet, review the guard of honor at the Presidential Palace in Hanoi, Vietnam, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Minh Hoang)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 16 | Vietnamese President To Lam, left on red carpet, and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin, right on red carpet, review the guard of honor at the Presidential Palace in Hanoi, Vietnam, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Minh Hoang)
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Vietnamese President To Lam, left on red carpet, and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin, right on red carpet, review the guard of honor at the Presidential Palace in Hanoi, Vietnam, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Minh Hoang)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, seventh left, and General Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee Nguyen Phu Trong, seventh right, attend the talks at the Communist Party Central Committee headquarters, in Hanoi, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, seventh left, and General Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee Nguyen Phu Trong, seventh right, attend the talks at the Communist Party Central Committee headquarters, in Hanoi, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, listens to Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, not pictured, during a meeting at the government office in Hanoi, Vietnam Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Luoung Thai Linh/Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 16 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, listens to Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, not pictured, during a meeting at the government office in Hanoi, Vietnam Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Luoung Thai Linh/Pool Photo via AP)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, listens to Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, not pictured, during a meeting at the government office in Hanoi, Vietnam Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Luoung Thai Linh/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, right, speaks to Russian President Vladimir Putin, not pictured, during a meeting at the government office in Hanoi, Vietnam Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Luoung Thai Linh/Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 16 | Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, right, speaks to Russian President Vladimir Putin, not pictured, during a meeting at the government office in Hanoi, Vietnam Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Luoung Thai Linh/Pool Photo via AP)
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Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, right, speaks to Russian President Vladimir Putin, not pictured, during a meeting at the government office in Hanoi, Vietnam Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Luoung Thai Linh/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Vietnamese President To Lam, right, and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin review the guard of honor at the Presidential Palace in Hanoi, Vietnam, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Minh Hoang)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 16 | Vietnamese President To Lam, right, and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin review the guard of honor at the Presidential Palace in Hanoi, Vietnam, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Minh Hoang)
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Vietnamese President To Lam, right, and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin review the guard of honor at the Presidential Palace in Hanoi, Vietnam, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Minh Hoang)
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[image: Vietnamese President To Lam, center left, and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin, center right, review the guard of honor at the Presidential Palace in Hanoi, Vietnam, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Minh Hoang)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 16 | Vietnamese President To Lam, center left, and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin, center right, review the guard of honor at the Presidential Palace in Hanoi, Vietnam, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Minh Hoang)
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Vietnamese President To Lam, center left, and his Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin, center right, review the guard of honor at the Presidential Palace in Hanoi, Vietnam, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Minh Hoang)
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[image: Russia's President Vladimir Putin lays a wreath at the Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum during his visit to Hanoi, Vietnam Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Athit Perawongmetha/Pool Photo via AP)]
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Russia's President Vladimir Putin lays a wreath at the Ho Chi Minh Mausoleum during his visit to Hanoi, Vietnam Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Athit Perawongmetha/Pool Photo via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, background left, and Vietnamese President To Lam, background right, both are on a podium, attend an official welcome ceremony at the Presidential Palace, in Hanoi, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Vladimir Smirnov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 16 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, background left, and Vietnamese President To Lam, background right, both are on a podium, attend an official welcome ceremony at the Presidential Palace, in Hanoi, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Vladimir Smirnov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, background left, and Vietnamese President To Lam, background right, both are on a podium, attend an official welcome ceremony at the Presidential Palace, in Hanoi, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Vladimir Smirnov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, front left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin, front right, talk as they walk into the government office in Hanoi, Vietnam Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Luoung Thai Linh/Pool Photo via AP)]
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Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, front left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin, front right, talk as they walk into the government office in Hanoi, Vietnam Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Luoung Thai Linh/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, front left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin, front center, look at photos displayed at the government office in Hanoi, Vietnam Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Luoung Thai Linh/Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 16 | Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, front left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin, front center, look at photos displayed at the government office in Hanoi, Vietnam Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Luoung Thai Linh/Pool Photo via AP)
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Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, front left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin, front center, look at photos displayed at the government office in Hanoi, Vietnam Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Luoung Thai Linh/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, shakes hands with General Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee Nguyen Phu Trong during a meeting at the Communist Party Central Committee headquarters, in Hanoi, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, shakes hands with General Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee Nguyen Phu Trong during a meeting at the Communist Party Central Committee headquarters, in Hanoi, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Russia's President Vladimir Putin, left, and Vietnam's President To Lam attend an event attended by the Vietnam Friendship Association and generations of Vietnamese alumni that studied in Russia at the Hanoi Opera House in Hanoi, Thursday June 20, 2024. (Manan Vatsyayana, Pool Photo via AP)]
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                                        HANOI, Vietnam (AP) -- Russian President Vladimir Putin signed at least a dozen deals with his Vietnamese counterpart on Thursday and offered to supply fossil fuels, including natural gas, to Vietnam during a state visit that comes as Moscow is seeking to bolster ties in Asia to offset its growing international isolation over its war in Ukraine.
Putin and President To Lam agreed to further cooperate in education, science and technology, oil and gas exploration and clean energy. The two countries also agreed to work on a roadmap for a nuclear science and technology center in Vietnam.
Of the 12 publicly announced agreements, none overtly pertained to defense but Lam said there were other deals that were not made public. 
Putin said the two countries share an interest in "developing a reliable security architecture" in the Asia-Pacific region with no room for "closed military-political blocs." Lam added that both Russia and Vietnam wanted to "further cooperate in defense and security to cope with non-traditional security challenges." 





    


The agreements between Russia and Vietnam were not as substantial as the pact Putin signed with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un Wednesday, which pledged mutual aid in the event of invasion, said Nigel Gould-Davies, a senior fellow for Russia and Eurasia with the International Institute for Strategic Studies in London, and a former British ambassador to Belarus.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Putin's recent visits to China and now North Korea and Vietnam are attempts to "break the international isolation," said Nguyen Khac Giang, an analyst at Singapore's ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Putin signs deals with Vietnam in bid to shore up ties in Asia to offset Moscow's growing isolation
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on Russian President Vladimir Putin's visit to Vietnam.

    

Giang said Russia is important to Vietnam for two reasons: It is the biggest supplier of military equipment to the Southeast Asian nation, and Russian oil exploration technologies help maintain Vietnam's sovereignty claims in the contested South China Sea.

    


Vietnam also has licensed Russian state-controlled oil company Zarubezhneft to develop an offshore block of its southeastern coast.
On the South China Sea, Lam said that both sides would "support and ensure security, safety, freedom of navigation and aviation" and the resolution of disputes peacefully and in accordance to international law without the use of force, according to official Vietnamese media.
Putin arrived in Hanoi on Thursday morning from North Korea after signing the strategic pact, which comes as both countries face escalating standoffs with the West and could mark their strongest connection since the end of the Cold War.
In Hanoi, Putin also met Vietnam's most powerful politician, Communist Party General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong, and Prime Minister Pham Minh Chinh, according to the official Vietnam News Agency. 
Putin drove to Vietnam's Presidential Palace on Thursday afternoon, where he was greeted by school children waving Russian and Vietnamese flags. 
Much has changed since Putin's last visit to Vietnam in 2017. Russia now faces a raft of U.S.-led sanctions for its invasion of Ukraine. In 2023, the International Criminal Court in Hague issued an arrest warrant for Putin for alleged war crimes, making it difficult for the Russian leader to travel internationally. The Kremlin rejected the warrant as "null and void," stressing that Moscow doesn't recognize the court's jurisdiction.

    


Putin's trip resulted in a sharp rebuke from the U.S. Embassy in Vietnam, which said that "no country should give Putin a platform to promote his war of aggression and otherwise allow him to normalize his atrocities." If Putin is allowed to travel freely it "could normalize Russia's blatant violations of international law," it said in a statement.
The U.S. and its allies have expressed growing concerns over a possible arms arrangement in which North Korea provides Russia with badly needed munitions for use in Ukraine in exchange for Russian economic assistance and technology transfers that could enhance the threat posed by Kim's nuclear weapons and missile programs.
Both countries deny accusations of weapons transfers, which would violate multiple U.N. Security Council sanctions that Russia previously endorsed.

    


It is unlikely that Vietnam would supply significant quantities of weapons to Russia and risk the progress that it has made with NATO members on military equipment, particularly the U.S., said Ridzwan Rahmat, a Singapore-based analyst with the defense intelligence company Janes.
"I would imagine Vietnam wouldn't want to take a risk, inviting the wrath of Western countries by supplying the Russians," Rahmat said.
Hanoi and Moscow have had diplomatic relations since 1950, and this year marks 30 years of a treaty establishing "friendly relations" between Vietnam and Russia. Prashanth Parameswaran, a fellow with the Wilson Center's Asia Program, said Vietnam is "reinforcing" that relationship even while it diversifies with newer partners.

    


Evidence of the long relationship and its influence can be seen in Vietnamese cities like the capital, where many Soviet-style apartment blocks are now dwarfed by skyscrapers. A statue of Vladimir Lenin, the founder of the Soviet Union, stands in a park where kids skateboard every evening. Many in the Communist Party's top leadership in Vietnam studied in Soviet universities, including party chief Trong. 
In an article written for Nhan Dan, the official newspaper of Vietnam's Communist Party, Putin thanked "Vietnamese friends for their balanced position on the Ukrainian crisis" and hailed the country as a "strong supporter of a fair world order" based on international law, equality and geopolitical non-interference.
Vietnam's pragmatic policy of "bamboo diplomacy" -- a phrase coined by Trong referring to the plant's flexibility, bending but not breaking in the shifting headwinds of global geopolitics -- is being increasingly tested.
A manufacturing powerhouse and an increasingly important player in global supply chains, Vietnam hosted both U.S. President Joe Biden and Chinese leader Xi Jinping in 2023.
Putin's visit is important for Hanoi on a diplomatic level, said Gould-Davies, the former ambassador.
"Perhaps for Vietnam it's a matter of just showing that it's able to maintain this very agile balance of its bamboo diplomacy," he said. "Already in the course of a year they've hosted visits by the heads of state of the three most powerful countries in the world, which is pretty impressive."
For Russia, the visit seems to have been more about optics than anything else, he said, as Moscow seeks to engage and influence other countries, particularly in the so-called Global South.
"Since the war began, Putin has not been able to travel much or very far, and he's made very few trips beyond the countries of the former Soviet space," he said.
Vietnam has remained neutral on Russia's invasion of Ukraine. But neutrality is getting trickier, 
Vietnam needs support from the U.S. to advance its economic ambitions and diversify its defense ties, Parameswaran said. "It has to carefully calibrate what it does with Russia in an environment of rising tensions between Washington and Moscow."
Bilateral trade between Russia and Vietnam totaled $3.6 billion in 2023, compared to $171 billion with China and $111 billion with America. 
Since the early 2000s, Russia has accounted for around 80% of Vietnam's arms imports. This has been declining over the years due to Vietnamese attempts to diversify its supplies. But to entirely wean itself off Russia will take time, Giang said.
Given Putin's international isolation, Vietnam is doing the Russian leader a "huge favor and may expect favors in return," Andrew Goledzinowski, the Australian ambassador to Vietnam, wrote on social media platform X. 
"Vietnam will always act in Vietnam's interests and not anyone else's," he wrote.
___
AP writer David Rising in Bangkok contributed to this report.
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So long plastic air pillows: Amazon shifting to recycled paper filling for packages in North America

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - The Amazon logo is seen, June 15, 2023, at the Vivatech show in Paris. Amazon is moving from putting plastic air pillows in its packages to using recycled paper filling instead, a move that's more environmentally friendly and secures items in boxes better. The company said Thursday, June 20, 2024 that it's already replaced 95% of the plastic air fillers with paper filler in North America and is working toward complete removal by year's end. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)]
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                                        Amazon is shifting from the plastic air pillows used for packaging in North America to recycled paper because it's more environmentally sound, and it says paper just works better. 
The company said Thursday that it's already replaced 95% of the plastic air pillows with paper filler in North America and is working toward complete removal by year's end.
"We want to ensure that customers receive their items undamaged, while using as little packaging as possible to avoid waste, and prioritizing recyclable materials," Amazon said.
It is the company's largest plastic packaging reduction effort in North America to date and will remove almost 15 billion plastic air pillows from use annually.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: So long plastic air pillows: Amazon shifting to recycled paper filling for packages in North America
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Jennifer King reports Amazon says they are moving towards more environmentally friendly packaging.

    

Almost all customer deliveries for Prime Day this year, which happens next month, will contain plastic no air pillows, according to Amazon.
The e-commerce giant has faced years of criticism about its use of plastic from environmental groups, including a nonprofit called Oceana, which has been releasing its own reports on Amazon's use of plastic packaging.

    


Matt Littlejohn, senior vice president of strategic initiatives at Oceana, said that Amazon's efforts to reduce plastic packaging is welcome news, but that there's still more that the company can do.




"While this is a significant step forward for the company, Amazon needs to build on this momentum and fulfill its multiyear commitment to transition its North America fulfillment centers away from plastic," Littlejohn said in a prepared statement. "Then, the company should expand these efforts and also push innovations like reusable packaging to move away from single-use packaging everywhere it sells and ships."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There has also been broad support among Amazon investors who have urged the company to outline how will will reduce waste. 
The company disclosed the total of single-use plastic across global operations for the first time in 2022 after investors sought more details on plans to reduce waste. The company said that it used 85,916 metric tons of single-use plastic that year, an 11.6% decrease from 2021. 

    


Amazon began transition away from plastic air pillows in October at an automated fulfillment center in Ohio. The company said that it was able to test and learn at the center there, which helped it move quickly on transitioning to recycled paper filling.
The transition process included changing out machinery and training employees on new systems and machines.
Amazon discovered through testing that the paper filler, which is made from 100% recyclable content and is curbside recyclable, offers the same, if not better protection during shipping compared with plastic air pillows, the company said. 
Christian Garcia, who works at Amazon's fulfillment center in Bakersfield, California, said in a release that the paper filler is easier to work with and that the machinery gives staff more space so that it's easier to pack orders.
Ongoing efforts to reduce waste include a campaign to ship items without any additional packaging, the company said. In 2022, 11% of all of Amazon's packages shipped worldwide were without added delivery packaging.

    


Other efforts include piloting new technology with artificial intelligence and robotics company Glacier to use AI-powered robots to automate the sorting of recyclables and collect real-time data on recycling streams for companies. It's also partnering with the U.S. Department of Energy on new materials and recycling programs. 
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Russia obliterates Ukraine's frontline towns faster with hacked bombs and expanded airbase network

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Russia is intensifying its use of cheap glide bombs to lay waste to cities in eastern Ukraine. The latest generation of the retrofitted weapons have devastated Kharkiv, Avdiivka, Chasiv Yar and Vovchansk. Russia has nearly unlimited supplies of the bombs, which are adapted from Soviet-era stockpiles. (APvideo/Vasilisa Stepanenko and Alex Babenko)
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    [image: FILE - Firefighters put out a fire after two guided bombs hit the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Saturday, May 25, 2024. The sign reads "Garden Center". (AP Photo/Andrii Marienko,File)]
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FILE - Firefighters put out a fire after two guided bombs hit the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Saturday, May 25, 2024. The sign reads "Garden Center". (AP Photo/Andrii Marienko,File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - A police officer registers a dead body after two Russian guided bombs hit the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Saturday, May 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrii Marienko, File)]
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FILE - A police officer registers a dead body after two Russian guided bombs hit the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Saturday, May 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Andrii Marienko, File)
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[image: FILE - Smoke rises from a building in Bakhmut, the site of the heaviest battles with the Russian troops in the Donetsk region, Ukraine, Wednesday, April 26, 2023. Russia has accelerated its destruction of Ukraine's front-line cities in 2024 to a scale never seen in the war using glide bombs, first used in Bakhmut and Avdiivka, and an expanding network of airstrips.(AP Photo/Libkos,File)]
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[image: FILE - A Ukrainian police officer takes cover in front of a burning building that was hit in a Russian airstrike in Avdiivka, Ukraine, Friday, March 17, 2023. Russia has accelerated its destruction of Ukraine's front-line cities in 2024 to a scale never seen in the war using glide bombs, first used in Bakhmut and Avdiivka, and an expanding network of airstrips.(AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka, File)]
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[image: This Planet Labs satellite image shows a field in the Belgorod Oblast, Russia, in August 2023. By June 2024 a 2,000-meter (yard) runway was built, AP analysis found. Construction began in the late summer of 2023 during the failed Ukrainian counteroffensive. (Planet Labs via AP)]
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This Planet Labs satellite image shows a field in the Belgorod Oblast, Russia, in August 2023. By June 2024 a 2,000-meter (yard) runway was built, AP analysis found. Construction began in the late summer of 2023 during the failed Ukrainian counteroffensive. (Planet Labs via AP)
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[image: This Planet Labs satellite image shows a newly constructed airfield in the Belgorod Oblast, Russia in June 2024. AP analysis found that the 2,000-meter (yard) runway was built in the late summer of 2023 during the failed Ukrainian counteroffensive. (Planet Labs via AP)]
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This Planet Labs satellite image shows a newly constructed airfield in the Belgorod Oblast, Russia in June 2024. AP analysis found that the 2,000-meter (yard) runway was built in the late summer of 2023 during the failed Ukrainian counteroffensive. (Planet Labs via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Nina Korsunova gets emotional as she walks inside the destroyed Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter with glide bombs by the Russian military in May killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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Nina Korsunova gets emotional as she walks inside the destroyed Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter with glide bombs by the Russian military in May killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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[image: The destroyed Epicenter shopping complex stands in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter with glide bombs by the Russian military in May killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: The destroyed Epicenter shopping complex stands in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter with glide bombs by the Russian military in May killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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The destroyed Epicenter shopping complex stands in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter with glide bombs by the Russian military in May killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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[image: Damaged shoes sit on the shelves of the destroyed Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter with glide bombs by the Russian military in May killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office.(AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: Store manager Oleksandr Lutsenko stands inside of Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter with glide bombs by the Russian military in May killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]
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[image: A photograph of a store hangs on a burned wall inside an office at the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter with glide bombs by the Russian military in May killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 20 | A photograph of a store hangs on a burned wall inside an office at the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter with glide bombs by the Russian military in May killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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A photograph of a store hangs on a burned wall inside an office at the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter with glide bombs by the Russian military in May killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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[image: Store manager Oleksandr Lutsenko walks inside the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter with glide bombs by the Russian military in May killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 20 | Store manager Oleksandr Lutsenko walks inside the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter with glide bombs by the Russian military in May killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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Store manager Oleksandr Lutsenko walks inside the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter with glide bombs by the Russian military in May killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An excavator clears the rubble from the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter with glide bombs by the Russian military in May killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 20 | An excavator clears the rubble from the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter with glide bombs by the Russian military in May killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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An excavator clears the rubble from the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Thursday, June 6, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter with glide bombs by the Russian military in May killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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[image: Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office shows parts of a glide bomb found at the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Friday, June 7, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter by the Russian military in May using glide bombs killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 20 | Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office shows parts of a glide bomb found at the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Friday, June 7, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter by the Russian military in May using glide bombs killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office shows parts of a glide bomb found at the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Friday, June 7, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter by the Russian military in May using glide bombs killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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[image: Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office shows parts of a glide bomb found at the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Friday, June 7, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter by the Russian military in May using glide bombs killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 20 | Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office shows parts of a glide bomb found at the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Friday, June 7, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter by the Russian military in May using glide bombs killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office shows parts of a glide bomb found at the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Friday, June 7, 2024. The bombing of the Epicenter by the Russian military in May using glide bombs killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times in 2024, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office. (AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka)
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[image: FILE - A Ukrainian police officer and war crimes prosecutor inspect fragments of a glide bomb in front of a damaged house, after a Russian airstrike on a residential neighborhood in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Saturday, May 18, 2024. Russia has accelerated its destruction of Ukraine's front-line cities in 2024 to a scale never seen in the war using glide bombs and an expanding network of airstrips.(AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka,File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 20 | FILE - A Ukrainian police officer and war crimes prosecutor inspect fragments of a glide bomb in front of a damaged house, after a Russian airstrike on a residential neighborhood in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Saturday, May 18, 2024. Russia has accelerated its destruction of Ukraine's front-line cities in 2024 to a scale never seen in the war using glide bombs and an expanding network of airstrips.(AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka,File)
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FILE - A Ukrainian police officer and war crimes prosecutor inspect fragments of a glide bomb in front of a damaged house, after a Russian airstrike on a residential neighborhood in Kharkiv, Ukraine, Saturday, May 18, 2024. Russia has accelerated its destruction of Ukraine's front-line cities in 2024 to a scale never seen in the war using glide bombs and an expanding network of airstrips.(AP Photo/Evgeniy Maloletka,File)
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[image: This image taken from a video released by the Ukrainian Tsunami Assault Regiment, Liut Brigade, shows the northeastern frontline town of Vovchansk, Ukraine, during heavy bombardment by Russian forces May 28, 2024. (Tsunami Assault Regiment, Liut Brigade photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 20 | This image taken from a video released by the Ukrainian Tsunami Assault Regiment, Liut Brigade, shows the northeastern frontline town of Vovchansk, Ukraine, during heavy bombardment by Russian forces May 28, 2024. (Tsunami Assault Regiment, Liut Brigade photo via AP)
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This image taken from a video released by the Ukrainian Tsunami Assault Regiment, Liut Brigade, shows the northeastern frontline town of Vovchansk, Ukraine, during heavy bombardment by Russian forces May 28, 2024. (Tsunami Assault Regiment, Liut Brigade photo via AP)
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[image: In this photo taken from an undated video released by the Russian Defense Ministry shows a glide-guided bomb being released by a Russian air force jet at an undisclosed location. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 20 | In this photo taken from an undated video released by the Russian Defense Ministry shows a glide-guided bomb being released by a Russian air force jet at an undisclosed location. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)
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In this photo taken from an undated video released by the Russian Defense Ministry shows a glide-guided bomb being released by a Russian air force jet at an undisclosed location. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service photo via AP)
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[image: This image taken from a video released by the Ukrainian Tsunami Assault Regiment, Liut Brigade, shows the northeastern frontline town of Vovchansk, Ukraine, during heavy bombardment by Russian forces May 28, 2024. (Tsunami Assault Regiment, Liut Brigade photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 20 | This image taken from a video released by the Ukrainian Tsunami Assault Regiment, Liut Brigade, shows the northeastern frontline town of Vovchansk, Ukraine, during heavy bombardment by Russian forces May 28, 2024. (Tsunami Assault Regiment, Liut Brigade photo via AP)
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This image taken from a video released by the Ukrainian Tsunami Assault Regiment, Liut Brigade, shows the northeastern frontline town of Vovchansk, Ukraine, during heavy bombardment by Russian forces May 28, 2024. (Tsunami Assault Regiment, Liut Brigade photo via AP)
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                                        KHARKIV, Ukraine (AP) -- The first shock wave shattered aisles stacked almost to the ceiling with home improvement products. The next Russian bomb streaked down like a comet seconds later, unleashing flames that left the megastore an ashen shell.
A third bomb failed to detonate when it landed behind the Epicenter shopping complex in Kharkiv. Investigators hope it will help them trace the supply chain for the latest generation of retrofitted Russian "glide bombs" that are laying waste to eastern Ukraine. The Soviet-era bombs are adapted on the cheap with imported electronics that allow distant Russian warplanes to launch them at Ukraine.
Other cities that have been devastated by the weapons include Avdiivka, Chasiv Yar and Vovchansk, and Russia has nearly unlimited supplies of the bombs, which are dispatched from airfields just across the border that Ukraine has not been able to hit.
Store manager Oleksandr Lutsenko said the May 25 attack hints at Russia's aim for Kharkiv: "Their goal is to turn it into a ghost city, to make it so that no one will stay, that there will be nothing to defend, that it will make no sense to defend the city. They want to scare people, but they will not succeed."
Russia has accelerated its destruction of Ukraine's front-line cities in 2024 to a scale previously unseen in the war using the glide bombs and an expanding network of airstrips, according to an Associated Press analysis of drone footage, satellite imagery, Ukrainian documents and Russian photos.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The results can be seen in the intensity of recent Russian attacks. It took a year for Russia to obliterate Bakhmut, where the bombs were first used. That was followed by destruction in Avdiivka that took months. Then, only weeks were needed to do the same in Vovchansk and Chasiv Yar, according to images analyzed by AP that showed the smoldering ruins of both cities.
Now, Russia is putting the finishing touches on yet another airstrip less than 100 kilometers (60 miles) from Ukraine and launching the bombs routinely from multiple bases just inside Russian borders, according to the AP analysis of satellite pictures and photos from a Russian aviation Telegram channel.
The bombing of the Epicenter in Kharkiv killed 19 people, including two children. In all, glide bombs have hit the city more than 50 times this year, according to Spartak Borysenko of the Kharkiv regional prosecutor's office.
He showed investigation documents to AP that identified at least eight Russian air bases used to launch the attacks, all within 100 kilometers (60 miles) of Ukraine. He said at least one of the munitions had foreign electronics and was made in May. That date suggests Russia is using the bombs rapidly and that it has successfully circumvented sanctions for dual-use items.

    


Photos on Russian Telegram channels linked to the military show glide bombs being launched three and four at a time. In one launch of four bombs, the AP traced the aircraft's location to just outside the Russian city of Belgorod, near the air base now under construction. All four bombs in the photo were headed west -- with Vovchansk and Kharkiv in their direct line of fire.
At the end of May, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said Russia was launching more than 3,000 of the bombs every month, with 3,200 used in May alone.
Oleh Katkov, whose military-oriented site Defense Express first traced the launch location, said hitting air bases is key to slowing the pace of the bombings by forcing Russian planes to launch farther away.
"This doesn't mean they will completely stop their bombings, but it will become more difficult for them," Katkov said. "They will be able to make fewer sorties per day."
For months, Ukrainian officials complained bitterly about restrictions on using Western-supplied weapons against targets in Russia, including the airfields that house Russian bombers. The United States and Germany recently authorized some targets in Russia, but many others remain off-limits.
The newest airfield, just outside Belgorod, has a 2,000-meter (-yard) runway, the AP analysis found. Construction began late summer 2023, during the failed Ukrainian counteroffensive.
A Ukrainian intelligence official, who provided information to AP on condition of anonymity, said his government had been closely following the construction, which did not yet appear complete in a photo taken mid-June.

    


The official also noted that Belarus provides sanctuary for Russian bombers. A map created by the Ukrainian battlefield analysis site DeepState showed 10 airfields in Belarus, including five just across the border from Ukraine.
In all, the DeepState map shows 51 bases used by Russia within 600 kilometers (370 miles) of Ukrainian-controlled territory, including three in occupied eastern Ukraine, six in the illegally annexed peninsula of Crimea, and 32 in Russia.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

"The greatest strategic advantage Russia has over Ukraine is its advantage in the sky," Zelenskyy said last week. "This is missile and bomb terror that helps Russian troops advance on the ground."
Russia launches up to 100 guided bombs daily, Zelenskyy said. Besides missiles and drones, which Russia already routinely uses for attacks, the bombs cause "an insanely destructive pressure."
The base material for the glide bombs comes from hundreds of thousands of Soviet-era unguided bombs, which are then retrofitted with retractable fins and guidance systems to carry 500 to 3,000 kilograms (1,100 to 6,600 pounds) of explosives. The upgrade costs around $20,000 per bomb, according to the Center for European Policy Analysis, and the bombs can be launched up to 65 kilometers (40 miles) from their targets -- outside the range of Ukraine's regular air defense systems.
The bombs are similar in concept to the American Joint Direct Attack Munition, or JDAM, missiles, which have had their GPS systems successfully jammed by Russian forces in Ukraine.

    
        
            
                 

            

        

    

Because Russia does not have the strength to occupy eastern cities such as Kharkiv, bombing is their preferred option, said Nico Lange, an analyst with the Center for European Policy Analysis.
"From their point of view, the strategy seems to be to terrorize the cities enough that people will leave," Lange said.
Back at the Epicenter home improvement store, surveillance footage taken just before the explosion showed salesperson Nina Korsunova walking across the floor toward the aisle that she was staffing that day. Then there was a blinding flash, and the camera cut out.
Korsunova curled into the fetal position as a display crashed on top of her. She uncovered her eyes just in time to see the second bomb streak inside. With her eardrums blown out, she could hear nothing and saw not a single sign of life.
"I thought I was alone and that they had abandoned me there. It gave me the strength to climb out," she said. She crawled over piles of shattered lamps, and cables snarled her legs as she climbed through debris from the electrical supply aisle.
Two weeks later, the skeleton of the building reeked of a disorienting combination of scorched metal and laundry detergent that spilled from melted jugs in the cleaning products aisle.
Neither Korsunova nor the store manager have any plans to leave their hometown.
"It didn't break me," she said. "I will remain in Kharkiv. This is my home."
___
Hinnant reported from Paris. Arhirova reported from Kyiv. Associated Press reporters Volodymyr Yurchuk, Susie Blann and Samya Kullab in Kyiv, and graphic artist Phil Holm in New York, contributed to this report.
___
Contact AP's global investigative team at [email protected] or https://www.ap.org/tips/

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/russia-ukraine-bombs-airfields-scorched-earth-58380b8625df7ed52a3b5472326559b8
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The fate of the latest cease-fire proposal hinges on Netanyahu and Hamas' leader in Gaza

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: In this combination image, Hamas' leader in Gaza, Yahya Sinwar, speaks on April 13, 2022, in Gaza City, left, and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks on June 18, 2024, in Tel Aviv. The fate of the proposed cease-fire deal for Gaza hinges in many ways on Sinwar and Netanyahu. Each faces significant political and personal pressures that may be influencing their decision-making and neither seems in a rush to make concessions to end the war. (AP Photo)]


    

    
        
            
                    In this combination image, Hamas' leader in Gaza, Yahya Sinwar, speaks on April 13, 2022, in Gaza City, left, and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks on June 18, 2024, in Tel Aviv. The fate of the proposed cease-fire deal for Gaza hinges in many ways on Sinwar and Netanyahu. Each faces significant political and personal pressures that may be influencing their decision-making and neither seems in a rush to make concessions to end the war. (AP Photo)
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                                        TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- The fate of the proposed cease-fire deal for Gaza hinges in many ways on two men: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Hamas' leader in Gaza, Yahya Sinwar.
Each leader faces significant political and personal pressures that may be influencing their decision-making. And neither seems to be in a rush to make concessions to end the devastating eight-month-long war and free hostages taken by Hamas in its Oct. 7 attack.
Hamas has accepted the broad outline of the plan but requested "amendments." Netanyahu has publicly disputed aspects of it, even though the U.S. has framed it as an Israeli plan.
Among the major sticking points is how to move from an initial temporary truce in the deal's first phase to a permanent cease-fire that includes an end to the fighting and full withdrawal of Israeli troops from Gaza.

    


Here is a look at what may be driving the two leaders:
Netanyahu is 'buying time'
Throughout the war, the long-serving Israeli leader has been criticized for letting political considerations get in the way of his decision-making.
His government is buoyed by two ultranationalist parties that oppose cease-fire deals. Instead, they prefer continuous military pressure to try to defeat Hamas and free the hostages. They also talk about "encouraging" Palestinians to leave and reestablishing Israeli settlements, which were dismantled when Israel withdrew from Gaza in 2005 after a 38-year occupation.




Netanyahu himself has taken a tough line on the cease-fire, saying he will not end the war until Hamas' military and governing capabilities are destroyed.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But with his hard-line partners pledging to topple the government if a cease-fire is struck, Netanyahu has been pushed even farther into the corner. His reliance on them to remain in power recently intensified after a centrist member of his war Cabinet, former military chief Benny Gantz, quit over frustrations with Netanyahu's handling of the conflict.

    


Netanyahu has had to balance internal pressures against demands from the Biden administration, which is promoting the latest cease-fire proposal, and from families of hostages who believe only a deal can set their loved ones free. Tens of thousands of Israelis have joined mass protests in support of the hostage families.
Netanyahu appears to be siding with his far-right governing partners for the moment, knowing they hold the key to his immediate political survival, although he says he has the country's best interests in mind.
Their departure from the government could lead to new elections, which would open him up to a vote that could end his rule and likely the start of investigations into the failures of Oct. 7.
Netanyahu is also on trial for corruption, proceedings that have continued throughout the war yet have faded from the public consciousness. A cease-fire deal could refocus attention on the charges, which have dogged the Israeli leader for years and which he adamantly denies.
Netanyahu's political fortunes appear to have improved over the course of the war. His public support plummeted in the aftermath of Hamas' surprise attack on southern Israel. But over time it has gradually ticked up. While he would still face a tough path toward reelection, he isn't a write-off.

    


"He runs the war as he wants, which means very slowly. He's buying time," said Gideon Rahat, a senior fellow at the Israel Democracy Institute, a Jerusalem think thank, and chairman of the political science department at Jerusalem's Hebrew University.
Rahat said Netanyahu is also keen to push on with the war in the hopes that former U.S. President Donald Trump returns to office, possibly giving Israel more leeway in its fight against Hamas.
"I don't see any cease-fire that really comes close to being something he adopts," Rahat said. "But he's not the only one that controls reality."
Sinwar's mission is to survive
Hamas' leader in Gaza also appears to be in no rush to sign on to a deal.
The militant group's exiled leadership is somewhat varied in its opinion on how to approach a cease-fire agreement. But Sinwar -- the mastermind of the Oct. 7 attacks -- has particular weight on the matter.

    


As a Hamas stalwart who spent decades in Israeli prisons, he has incentives to keep the war going.
On a personal level, his life may be on the line. Israel vowed to kill him in response to the October assault, and Sinwar is believed to be hiding deep within Gaza's underground tunnels surrounded by Israeli hostages. 
If a cease-fire takes hold, Sinwar will be taking a great risk stepping out in public.
"I think he understands that he's kind of a dead man walking. But it's a matter of how long can he hold out?" said Khaled el-Gindy, a senior fellow at the Washington-based Middle East Institute think tank.
But Sinwar is motivated by more than just his own personal fate. Steeped in Hamas' radical ideology, Sinwar seeks Israel's destruction and has made political gains by watching the war harm Israel's international standing and boost support for the Palestinian cause.

    


Israel has faced surging international criticism -- from its Western allies, from the international justice system, from protesters around the world -- over its conduct during the war. That has deepened Israel's global isolation, brought accusations that it is committing genocide against Palestinians and driven the prosecutor at the International Criminal Court to seek the arrests of Israeli leaders.
Ahmed Fouad Alkhatib, a senior fellow at the Atlantic Council think tank, wrote on the social platform X that Sinwar was also "counting on the sustained global outcry due to the horrendous killing of Gazans to force Israel to stop the war eventually," on his own terms.
But Sinwar could face some difficult questions of his own when the war ends -- not only over his personal role in the atrocities of Oct. 7 but also from the Palestinian public as the full extent of the wartime devastation and the years-long process of reconstruction sink in.
El-Gindy said Sinwar wasn't deterred by the high price Palestinian civilians in Gaza are paying in the war, seeing it as an unavoidable sacrifice on the road toward liberation. 
From Sinwar's perspective, continuing to fight Israel's powerful army, even if only through pockets of resistance, denies Israel a victory, el-Gindy said.
"Their whole mission is to survive," he said. "If they survive, they win."
___
Associated Press writers Julia Frankel and Jack Jeffery contributed from Jerusalem.
___
Follow AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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What's left for the Supreme Court to decide? Here's the list.
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    [image: Visitors pose for photographs outside the U.S. Supreme Court Tuesday, June 18, 2024, in Washington. ( AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)]
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[image: FILE - The U.S. Supreme Court is seen at sunset, March 27, 2019, in Washington. The Supreme Court has a lot of work left to do, and little time to do it. The court is headed into its final few weeks with nearly half of the cases heard this year undecided, including ones that could reshape the law on everything from guns to abortion to social media. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court is headed into its final few weeks with about a third of the cases heard this year still undecided, including ones that could reshape the law on everything from guns to abortion to social media. The justices are also still weighing whether former President Donald Trump is immune from criminal prosecution in the election interference case against him, more than a month after hearing arguments.
The court heard 61 cases this term, and 19 remain unresolved.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Here's a look at some of the major undecided cases:
Presidential immunity
Donald Trump is arguing that former presidents are immune from prosecution for official acts they took in office and that the indictment he faces on charges of election interference must be dismissed.
The Supreme Court has previously ruled that former presidents can't be sued in civil cases for what they did in office, but it has never weighed in on criminal immunity.

    


The timing of the decision may be as important as the outcome. Trump's trial in Washington, D.C., may not take place before the November election, even if the court rules he is not immune.




Jan. 6, 2021
A former Pennsylvania police officer is challenging the validity of obstruction charges brought against hundreds of people who took part in the violent assault on the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. Trump faces the same charge of obstructing an official proceeding.
The issue is whether a law meant to discourage tampering with documents sought in investigations can be used against the Capitol rioters.
Emergency abortion

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There's a second abortion case on the docket this year: whether doctors can provide that medical procedure in emergencies in states that banned abortion after the court overturned Roe v. Wade. 
In a case out of Idaho, the Biden administration says abortions must be allowed in emergencies where a woman's health is at serious risk.
The state argues that its strict abortion ban does allow abortions to save a woman's life, and doesn't need to expand exceptions for health risks.

    


Guns
The justices are weighing whether to uphold a federal law that seeks to protect domestic violence victims by keeping guns away from the people alleged to have abused them. An appeals court struck down a law that prohibits people under domestic violence restraining orders from possessing firearms. That court found that the law violated the 2nd Amendment right to "keep and bear arms" following the Supreme Court's 2022 ruling that expanded gun rights and changed how courts are supposed to evaluate gun restrictions.
Homelessness
The most significant Supreme Court case in decades on homelessness centers on whether people can be banned from sleeping outdoors when shelter space is lacking. 
A San Francisco-based appeals court decision said that amounts to cruel and unusual punishment.
Leaders from California and across the West say that the ruling makes it harder for them to regulate homeless encampments encroaching on sidewalks and other public places. 
Advocates say it would criminalize homelessness just as rising costs have pushed the number of people without a permanent place to live to record levels.

    


Chevron
The justices could overturn a 40-year-old decision that has been cited thousands of times in federal court cases and used to uphold regulations on the environment, public health, workplace safety and consumer protections. The decision colloquially known as Chevron calls on judges to defer to federal regulators when the words of a statute are not crystal clear. The decision has long been targeted by conservative and business interests who say Chevron robs judges of their authority and gives too much power to regulators.
Social media
Three cases remain unresolved at the intersection of social media and government.
Two cases involve social media laws in Texas and Florida that would limit how Facebook, TikTok, X, YouTube and other social media platforms regulate content posted by their users. While the details vary, both laws aimed to address conservative complaints that the social media companies were liberal-leaning and censored users based on their viewpoints, especially on the political right.

    


In the third case, Republican-led states are suing the Biden administration over how far the federal government can go to combat controversial social media posts on topics including COVID-19 and election security. A federal appeals court sided with the states in finding that administration officials unconstitutionally coerced the platforms to limit conservative points of view. 
Purdue Pharma
The Supreme Court controls the fate of a nationwide settlement with OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma that would allocate billions of dollars to combat the opioid epidemic, but also provide a legal shield for members of the Sackler family who own the company. The settlement has been on hold since last summer after the Supreme Court agreed to weigh in. 
Air pollution
Republican-led, energy-producing states and the steel industry want the court to put the Environmental Protection Agency's air pollution-fighting "good neighbor" plan on hold while legal challenges continue. The plan aims to protect downwind states that receive unwanted air pollution from other states.

    


SEC
Another important regulatory case could strip the SEC of a major tool in fighting securities fraud and have far-reaching effects on other regulatory agencies. The court is being asked to rule that people facing civil fraud complaints have the right to a jury trial in federal court.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.
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[image: A relative of a man, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, cries next to the casket containing his body in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]
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[image: A relative of a man, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, cries at home in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]
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[image: Relatives of a married couple, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, stand next to the caskets containing their bodies, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 15 | Relatives of a married couple, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, stand next to the caskets containing their bodies, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Relatives of a person, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, cry, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]
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[image: A man stands next to piles of wood arranged for the mass cremation of people, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]
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[image: Men lower a coffin into a grave pit to bury a man, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]
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[image: A boy with his head shaved prays before lighting the funeral pyre of his father, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]
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[image: Funeral pyres burn at a mass cremation for people, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]
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[image: Children wear ceremonial clothes as they wait for the cremation of their parents, both of whom died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]
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[image: Bodies of a married couple, both of whom died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, are brought for cremation in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]
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[image: A relative of a man, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, cries over a casket containing his body in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 15
A relative of a man, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, cries over a casket containing his body in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A relative of a man, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, cries next to the casket containing his body in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]
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[image: A relative of a man, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, cries at home in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]
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[image: Relatives of a married couple, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, stand next to the caskets containing their bodies, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]
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[image: Relatives of a person, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, cry, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]
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Relatives of a person, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, cry, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)
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[image: A man stands next to piles of wood arranged for the mass cremation of people, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]
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[image: A relative of a man, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, cries over a casket containing his body, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 15 | A relative of a man, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, cries over a casket containing his body, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)
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A relative of a man, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, cries over a casket containing his body, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)
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[image: Men lower a coffin into a grave pit to bury a man, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]
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[image: Men lower a coffin into a grave pit to bury a man, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 15 | Men lower a coffin into a grave pit to bury a man, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)
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Men lower a coffin into a grave pit to bury a man, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)
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[image: A boy with his head shaved prays before lighting the funeral pyre of his father, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 15 | A boy with his head shaved prays before lighting the funeral pyre of his father, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)
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A boy with his head shaved prays before lighting the funeral pyre of his father, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)
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[image: A boy with his head shaved lights the funeral pyre of his father, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 15 | A boy with his head shaved lights the funeral pyre of his father, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)
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A boy with his head shaved lights the funeral pyre of his father, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)
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[image: Funeral pyres burn at a mass cremation for people, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 15 | Funeral pyres burn at a mass cremation for people, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)
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Funeral pyres burn at a mass cremation for people, who died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)
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[image: Children wear ceremonial clothes as they wait for the cremation of their parents, both of whom died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 15 | Children wear ceremonial clothes as they wait for the cremation of their parents, both of whom died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)
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Children wear ceremonial clothes as they wait for the cremation of their parents, both of whom died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)
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[image: Bodies of a married couple, both of whom died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, are brought for cremation in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 15 | Bodies of a married couple, both of whom died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, are brought for cremation in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)
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Bodies of a married couple, both of whom died after drinking illegally brewed liquor, are brought for cremation in Kallakurichi district of the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, India, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. (AP Photo/R. Parthibhan)
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- At least 34 people have died and dozens hospitalized after drinking illegally brewed liquor in the southern Indian state of Tamil Nadu, local media reported on Thursday. 
The state's chief minister M K Stalin said the 34 died after consuming liquor that was tainted with methanol, according to the Press Trust of India news agency. 
The incident occurred in the state's Kallakurichi district, where more than 100 people are being treated in various hospitals, top district official M S Prasanth said. He added that the number of those who are in critical condition keeps changing, suggesting that the death toll could rise. 
Ambulances, doctors and specialists from nearby areas were deployed to the district. 
Government officials earlier said several people who were vomiting and had stomach pain were admitted to hospitals Wednesday, triggering a police investigation. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Illegally brewed liquor kills at least 34 with dozens hospitalized in southern India
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on the deaths of over 30 people in southern India from tainted liquor.

    


    


Later that day, Stalin, the chief minister, said in a post on social media platform X that those involved in the crime have been arrested, and action has also been taken against officials who failed to prevent it. "Such crimes that ruin the society will be suppressed with an iron fist," he added. 




Deaths from illegally brewed alcohol are common in India, where the poor cannot afford licensed brands from government-run shops. The illicit liquor, which is often spiked with chemicals such as pesticides to increase potency, has also become a hugely profitable industry as bootleggers pay no taxes and sell enormous quantities of their product to the poor at a cheap rate.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In 2022, more than 30 people died in eastern India's Bihar state after allegedly drinking tainted liquor sold without authorization. Earlier that same year, at least 28 died from drinking altered liquor in Gujarat state. And in 2020, at least 120 people died after drinking tainted liquor in India's northern Punjab state.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/india-tamil-nadu-illicit-liquor-deaths-1ec967d5d76653e71475ca15ac936eed
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Can a marriage survive a gender transition? Yes, and even thrive. How these couples make it work

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Avril Clark lived "a double life" for 15 years until her spouse came out as transgender in 2018, changing her name to Lucy and bringing the couple much attention. Avril now runs the group Distinction Support, an online network that helps supportive partners of trans and nonbinary people. (AP video shot by Kwiyeon Ha)
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    [image: Avril Clark, left, and Lucy pose for a photograph during an interview at their house in London, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Avril Clark operates the group Distinction Support, a U.K.-based global online network that helps people whose partner went through or is undergoing a gender transition. Her spouse, a British soccer referee at the time, came out publicly as transgender in 2018, changed her name to Lucy and brought the couple much attention. Avril Clark says that until then, they kept their arrangement private and "lived a double life" for 15 years. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 10 | Avril Clark, left, and Lucy pose for a photograph during an interview at their house in London, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Avril Clark operates the group Distinction Support, a U.K.-based global online network that helps people whose partner went through or is undergoing a gender transition. Her spouse, a British soccer referee at the time, came out publicly as transgender in 2018, changed her name to Lucy and brought the couple much attention. Avril Clark says that until then, they kept their arrangement private and "lived a double life" for 15 years. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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[image: Avril Clark, left, and Lucy pose for a photograph during an interview at their house in London, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Avril Clark operates the group Distinction Support, a U.K.-based global online network that helps people whose partner went through or is undergoing a gender transition. Her spouse, a British soccer referee at the time, came out publicly as transgender in 2018, changed her name to Lucy and brought the couple much attention. Avril Clark says that until then, they kept their arrangement private and "lived a double life" for 15 years. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: Avril Clark, left, and Lucy pose for a photograph during an interview at their house in London, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Avril Clark operates the group Distinction Support, a U.K.-based global online network that helps people whose partner went through or is undergoing a gender transition. Her spouse, a British soccer referee at the time, came out publicly as transgender in 2018, changed her name to Lucy and brought the couple much attention. Avril Clark says that until then, they kept their arrangement private and "lived a double life" for 15 years. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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[image: Avril Clark, right, and Lucy pet a cat at their house in London, Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Avril Clark operates the group Distinction Support, a U.K.-based global online network that helps people whose partner went through or is undergoing a gender transition. Her spouse, a British soccer referee at the time, came out publicly as transgender in 2018, changed her name to Lucy and brought the couple much attention. Avril Clark says that until then, they kept their arrangement private and "lived a double life" for 15 years. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)]
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                                        Marissa Lasoff-Santos and the person she would marry quickly fell head over heels in love. Lasoff-Santos was a gay woman. Her girlfriend was a bisexual woman -- or so they thought. Now her partner has become her husband, and they both identify as queer. And things are better than ever.
"We've always just had this deep connection, so that's why, like, I never stopped loving him throughout any of this," says Lasoff-Santos, a 33-year-old librarian in Michigan. "I've become more attracted to him. I guess part of it is just, like, that confidence in him and, like, he just seems so happy."
Lasoff-Santos' relationship and others like it show that a partner's gender transition does not necessarily mean a death sentence for a marriage. Data is scant, but couples and therapists say that in many cases, a relationship grows and flourishes under the light of new honesty.

    


Such marriages, when they do prevail, can underscore the resilience of love, the flexibility of sexual identity and the diversity in LGBTQ+ relationships 20 years after the first same-sex marriages in the U.S. and with Pride Month in its sixth decade.


"Even though he was the one transitioning, I felt like I was going through my own transition," Lasoff-Santos says. "It was definitely hard to not, I guess, come across as kind of selfish, because I was going through all these emotions, and he was going through his own journey."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Kristie Overstreet, a sexologist and psychotherapist who says she has worked with trans people for 18 years, says about 2 in 5 relationships survive a transition. And Kelly Wise, a sex therapist in Pennsylvania, estimates that about half of relationships in his practice that experience a gender transition end -- for many reasons.
"Gender identity milestones often arise around times that many things are evolving within people and their relationships," Wise says in an email.

    


A recent U.S. Census Bureau report on same-sex households doesn't reflect marriages in transition because the bureau doesn't ask questions about gender identity. 
Avril Clark operates Distinction Support, an online network that helps supportive partners of trans and nonbinary people. Her spouse, a soccer referee at the time, came out as transgender in 2018, changed her name to Lucy and brought the couple much attention. Before then, Avril says, they had kept their arrangement private and "lived a double life" for 15 years.
"I needed somebody to talk to that knew how I was feeling," Avril says. "And I looked around, and there weren't any groups that were for me. They were full of people that were very angry and bitter and didn't want anybody else's relationship to work because their relationship hadn't worked."
Lucy Clark says Avril had been pressing her to come out for years, "but I didn't because I thought it would affect football. And I loved football and had it in my mind that I would give it up." She didn't, and she now manages Sutton United Women in south London.
Avril Clark says that when she took over Distinction in 2017, it had about 50 members worldwide, but now there are "way over 500."

    


"I've got this group with all these people on it, all fighting, some of them fighting to make their relationship work," she says. 
The Reddit group r/mypartneristrans, which describes itself as "a supportive, educational, and safe space for the partners of trans and gender-diverse people," counts 61,000 members.
Topics include questions about how to handle Mother's Day and Father's Day; unwelcoming relatives; sex and pregnancy; and how to categorize a cisgender partner's sexual orientation. In other words, now that I'm a woman married to a woman, does that make me a lesbian?
Clark says some people call themselves "heteroflexible."
"It doesn't mean 'I am a lesbian' or 'I'm a gay person,'" she says. "It just means, 'For this one person I am prepared to be flexible.'"
She estimates her group is 90% cisgender women and 5% transgender or nonbinary people who may also have a partner in transition. The remaining 5% are cisgender husbands, she says.

    


For people already in a same-sex relationship, a partner's gender transition can bring angst but also self-discovery.
Lasoff-Santos says she had previously wondered if she could ever be married to a man. "And I always said no. And I think it's hilarious just now that I am."
Couples in transition find different ways to address life from "before" -- trips, memories, weddings, anniversaries, family events, photos.
"The partner that isn't transitioning may want to display and still share all of these versus their partner who may not want these visible or talked about," Overstreet says in an email.
Lasoff-Santos and her husband married in 2018 as he was beginning his transition. They had a son in 2021. When her husband shows their son pictures of himself pre-transition, it's just "Papa with long hair," Lasoff-Santos says.

    


One partner may sense a shift the other does not. Emily Wilkinson, 33, who lives near Seattle, says she doesn't doubt "that I love Cameron and will continue to love Cameron." But her vision of their love has changed since her spouse began transitioning last year.
For Cameron, 39, "Our love doesn't feel any different to me, but I'm not the one who has to adjust in our relationship." They spoke on the condition that their last name not be used to avoid potential consequences at work, where they are not out. 
There can be joy in coaching a partner in their new identity.
Rhiannon Rippke-Koch, 45, lives in a small city in Iowa with Sophia Koch, her recently transitioned wife of the same age. She recalls the first time Sophia got to be herself for a whole weekend, during a trip to Des Moines.
"I took her to Victoria's Secret and had them measure her for a bra," Rippke-Koch says. "And I took her to Sephora, and they did, you know, the whole makeup thing where, you know, with color palettes, and showed her how to do her eyeshadow and foundation and all that sort of stuff. So --"
"It was awesome," Sophia finishes, beaming.
The couple also bond over experiences Sophia previously denied herself because of notions about masculinity -- musicals, flowers. Rhiannon says they're now "much more intimate, and not even in a sexual way. But we talk about things more. We have more things in common now than we did before."
___
This story has been corrected to reflect that Marissa Lasoff-Santos now says her son was born in 2021, not 2020.
___
Associated Press video journalist Kwiyeon Ha contributed to this report.
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New law requires all Louisiana public school classrooms to display the Ten Commandments

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Louisiana has become the first state to require that the Ten Commandments be displayed in every public school classroom. (AP produced by Javier Arciga)
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    [image: FILE - Workers repaint a Ten Commandments billboard off of Interstate 71 on Election Day near Chenoweth, Ohio, Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023. Louisiana has become the first state to require that the Ten Commandments be displayed in every public school classroom under a bill signed into law by Republican Gov. Jeff Landry on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]
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[image: FILE - Workers remove a monument bearing the Ten Commandments outside West Union High School, Monday, June 9, 2003, in West Union, Ohio. Louisiana has become the first state to require that the Ten Commandments be displayed in every public school classroom under a bill signed into law by Republican Gov. Jeff Landry on Wednesday. (AP Photo/Al Behrman, File)]
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                                        BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) -- Louisiana has become the first state to require that the Ten Commandments be displayed in every public school classroom, the latest move from a GOP-dominated Legislature pushing a conservative agenda under a new governor.
The legislation that Republican Gov. Jeff Landry signed into law on Wednesday requires a poster-sized display of the Ten Commandments in "large, easily readable font" in all public classrooms, from kindergarten to state-funded universities. 
"If you want to respect the rule of law, you've got to start from the original lawgiver, which was Moses" who got the commandments from God, Landry said. 
Opponents questioned the law's constitutionality and vowed to challenge it in court. Proponents said the measure is not solely religious, but that it has historical significance. In the language of the law, the Ten Commandments are "foundational documents of our state and national government."

    


The posters, which will be paired with a four-paragraph "context statement" describing how the Ten Commandments "were a prominent part of American public education for almost three centuries," must be in place in classrooms by the start of 2025.




Under the law, state funds will not be used to implement the mandate. The posters would be paid for through donations. 
The law also "authorizes" but does not require the display of other items in K-12 public schools, including: The Mayflower Compact, which was signed by religious pilgrims aboard the Mayflower in 1620 and is often referred to as America's "First Constitution"; the Declaration of Independence; and the Northwest Ordinance, which established a government in the Northwest Territory -- in the present day Midwest -- and created a pathway for admitting new states to the Union.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Not long after the governor signed the bill into law at Our Lady of Fatima Catholic School in Lafayette on Wednesday, civil rights groups and organizations that want to keep religion out of government promised to file a lawsuit challenging it.

    


The law prevents students from getting an equal education and will keep children who have different beliefs from feeling safe at school, the American Civil Liberties Union, Americans United for Separation of Church and State, and the Freedom from Religion Foundation said in a joint statement Wednesday afternoon.
"Even among those who may believe in some version of the Ten Commandments, the particular text that they adhere to can differ by religious denomination or tradition. The government should not be taking sides in this theological debate," the groups said.
The controversial law, in a state ensconced in the Bible Belt, comes during a new era of conservative leadership in Louisiana under Landry, who replaced two-term Democratic Gov. John Bel Edwards in January. The GOP holds a supermajority in the Legislature, and Republicans hold every statewide elected position, paving the way for lawmakers to push through a conservative agenda.
Similar bills requiring the Ten Commandments be displayed in classrooms have been proposed in other states including Texas, Oklahoma and Utah. However, with threats of legal battles over the constitutionality of such measures, no state besides Louisiana has succeeded in making the bills law. 

    


Legal battles over the display of the Ten Commandments in classrooms are not new.
In 1980, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that a similar Kentucky law was unconstitutional and violated the establishment clause of the U.S. Constitution, which says Congress can "make no law respecting an establishment of religion." The high court found that the law had no secular purpose but rather served a plainly religious purpose. 
___
Associated Press reporter Jeffrey Collins in Columbia, South Carolina, contributed.
___
The story has been corrected to clarify that the time for gubernatorial action did not lapse. The governor signed the bill Wednesday. 
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Climate change made killer heat wave in Mexico, Southwest US even warmer and 35 times more likely

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Human-caused climate change dialed up the thermostat and turbocharged the odds of this month's killer heat that has been baking the Southwestern United States, Mexico and Central America, a new flash study found. (AP Video by Felix Marquez)
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    [image: Margarita Salazar, 82, wipes the sweat off with a tissue inside her home amid high heat in Veracruz, Mexico, on June 16, 2024. Human-caused climate change intensified and made far more likely this month's killer heat with triple digit temperatures, a new flash study found Thursday, June 20. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 10 | Margarita Salazar, 82, wipes the sweat off with a tissue inside her home amid high heat in Veracruz, Mexico, on June 16, 2024. Human-caused climate change intensified and made far more likely this month's killer heat with triple digit temperatures, a new flash study found Thursday, June 20. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 10
Margarita Salazar, 82, wipes the sweat off with a tissue inside her home amid high heat in Veracruz, Mexico, on June 16, 2024. Human-caused climate change intensified and made far more likely this month's killer heat with triple digit temperatures, a new flash study found Thursday, June 20. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A man fills containers with water due to the shortage caused by high temperatures and drought in Veracruz, Mexico, on June 16, 2024. Human-caused climate change intensified and made far more likely this month's killer heat with triple digit temperatures, a new flash study found Thursday, June 20. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)]
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[image: Jorge Moreno, a worker, drinks flavored water to cope with the heat wave during his workday at a construction site in Veracruz, Mexico, on June 17, 2024. Human-caused climate change intensified and made far more likely this month's killer heat with triple digit temperatures, a new flash study found Thursday, June 20. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)]
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[image: Claudio Melchor, Manuel Cervantes and Javier Rojas sit by the window of the Cogra, an elderly shelter, to cool off from the high temperatures in Veracruz, Mexico, on June 16, 2024. Human-caused climate change intensified and made far more likely this month's killer heat with triple digit temperatures, a new flash study found Thursday, June 20. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)]
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[image: Humanitarian worker Roger Duvan Lagunes carries a fan into the Cogra, an elderly shelter, in Veracruz, Mexico, on June 16, 2024. Human-caused climate change intensified and made far more likely this month's killer heat with triple digit temperatures, a new flash study found Thursday, June 20. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)]
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[image: Rafael Murillo, a young diver who performs shows in the sea for tips, chats with two women resting along the water to cool off from the heat in Veracruz, Mexico, on June 15, 2024. Human-caused climate change intensified and made far more likely this month's killer heat with triple digit temperatures, a new flash study found Thursday, June 20. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)]
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Rafael Murillo, a young diver who performs shows in the sea for tips, chats with two women resting along the water to cool off from the heat in Veracruz, Mexico, on June 15, 2024. Human-caused climate change intensified and made far more likely this month's killer heat with triple digit temperatures, a new flash study found Thursday, June 20. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)
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[image: Rafael Murillo, a young diver who performs shows in the sea for tips, shows a starfish and an octopus to women resting on a boardwalk to cool off from the heat in Veracruz, Mexico, on June 15, 2024. Human-caused climate change intensified and made far more likely this month's killer heat with triple digit temperatures, a new flash study found Thursday, June 20. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)]
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[image: FILE - A surfer rides a wave at Windandsea Beach on May 30, 2024, in San Diego. Human-caused climate change intensified and made far more likely this month's killer heat with triple digit temperatures, a new flash study found Thursday, June 20. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File)]
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FILE - A surfer rides a wave at Windandsea Beach on May 30, 2024, in San Diego. Human-caused climate change intensified and made far more likely this month's killer heat with triple digit temperatures, a new flash study found Thursday, June 20. (AP Photo/Gregory Bull, File)
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[image: FILE - Spectators stand in the heat while waiting to watch players warm up prior to an international soccer friendly between Mexico and Brazil on June 8, 2024, at Texas A&M's Kyle Field in College Station, Texas. Human-caused climate change intensified and made far more likely this month's killer heat with triple digit temperatures, a new flash study found Thursday, June 20. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez, File)]
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[image: A woman and a girl walk along the shore to cool off during the heat wave on the coast of Veracruz, Mexico, on June 15, 2024. Human-caused climate change intensified and made far more likely this month's killer heat with triple digit temperatures, a new flash study found Thursday, June 20. (AP Photo/Felix Marquez)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Human-caused climate change dialed up the thermostat and turbocharged the odds of this month's killer heat that has been baking the Southwestern United States, Mexico and Central America, a new flash study found.

Sizzling daytime temperatures that triggered cases of heat stroke in parts of the United States were 35 times more likely and 2.5 degrees hotter (1.4 degrees Celsius) because of the warming from the burning of coal, oil and natural gas, World Weather Attribution, a collection of scientists that run rapid and non-peer reviewed climate attribution studies, calculated Thursday.

"It's an oven here; you can't stay here," 82-year-old Magarita Salazar Perez of Veracruz, Mexico, said in her home with no air conditioning. Last week, the Sonoran Desert hit 125 degrees (51.9 degrees Celsius), the hottest day in Mexican history, according to study co-author Shel Winkley, a meteorologist at Climate Central. 

And it was even worse at night, which is what made this heat wave so deadly, said Imperial College of London climate scientist Friederike Otto, who coordinates the attribution study team. Climate change made nighttime temperatures 2.9 degrees (1.6 degrees Celsius) warmer and unusual evening heat 200 more times more likely, she said. 

    



There's just been no cool air at night like people are used to, Salazar Perez said. Doctors say cooler night temperatures are key to surviving a heat wave.







    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


At least 125 people have died so far, according to the World Weather Attribution team.

"This is clearly related to climate change, the level of intensity that we are seeing, these risks," said study co-author Karina Izquierdo, a Mexico City-based urban advisor for the Red Cross and Red Crescent Climate Centre.

The alarming part about this heat wave, which technically is still cooking the North American continent, is that it's no longer that out of the ordinary anymore, Otto said. Past studies by the group have looked at heat so extreme that they found it impossible without climate change, but this heat wave not so much.

    



"From a sort of weather perspective in that sense it wasn't rare, but the impacts were actually really bad," Otto told The Associated Press in an interview. 

"The changes we have seen in the last 20 years, which feels like just yesterday, are so strong," Otto said. Her study found that this heat wave is now four times more likely to happen now than it was in the year 2000 when it was nearly a degree (0.5 degrees Celsius) cooler than now. "It seems sort of far away and a different world."

While other groups of international scientists -- and the global carbon emissions reduction target adopted by countries in the 2015 Paris climate agreement -- refer to warming since pre-industrial time in mid 1800s, Otto said comparing what's happening now to the year 2000 is more striking.

"We're looking at a shifting baseline - what was once extreme but rare is becoming increasingly common," said University of Southern California Marine Studies Chair Carly Kenkel, who wasn't part of the attribution team's study. She said the analysis is "the logical conclusion based on the data."

    



The study looked at a large swath of the continent, including southern California, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador, Belize and Honduras and the hottest five consecutive days and hottest five consecutive nights. For most of the area, those five days ran from June 3 to 7 and those five nights were June 5 to 9, but in a few places the peak heat started May 26, Otto said.

For example, San Angelo, Texas, hit a record 111 degrees (43.8 degrees Celsius) on June 4. Between June 2 and June 6 the night temperature never dipped below 80 degrees (26.7 degrees Celsius) at Corpus Christi airport, a record each night, with two days when the thermometer never dropped below 85 (29.4 degrees Celsius) according to the National Weather Service.

Between June 1 and June 15, more than 1,200 daytime high temperature records were tied or broken in the United States and nearly 1,800 nighttime high temperature records were reached, according to the National Center for Environmental Information.

    



The attribution team used both current and past temperature measurements, contrasting what is happening to what occurred in past heat waves. They then used the scientifically accepted technique of comparing simulations of a fictional world without human-caused climate change to current reality to come up with how much global warming factored into the 2024 heat wave.

The immediate meteorological cause was a high pressure system parked over central Mexico that blocked cooling storms and clouds, then it moved to the U.S. Southwest and is now bringing the heat to the U.S. East, Winkley said. Tropical Storm Alberto formed Wednesday and is heading to northern Mexico and southern Texas with some rains, which may cause flooding.

    



Mexico and other places have been dealing for months with drought, water shortages and brutal heat. Monkeys have been dropping from trees in Mexico from the warmth.

This heat wave "exacerbates existing inequalities" between rich and poor in the Americas, Izquierdo said, and Kenkel agreed. The night heat is where the inequalities really become apparent because the ability to cool down with central air conditioning depends on how financially comfortable they are, Kenkel said.

And that means during this heat wave Salazar Perez has been quite uncomfortable.

___

Felix Marquez in Veracruz, Mexico and Teresa de Miguel in Mexico City contributed to this report.

___

Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment

___

Follow Seth Borenstein on X at @borenbears

______

The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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The leader of Lebanon's Hezbollah militant group warns archenemy Israel against wider war

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Israeli army said 15 rockets were fired by Hezbollah from southern Lebanon towards the city of Kiryat Shmona, near the Israel-Lebanon border, on Wednesday. Across the border, thick smoke was seen rising over the southern Lebanese town of Odaisseh as Israel retaliated to Hezbollah attacks with airstrikes.
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            Monthslong cross-border conflict simmering between Hezbollah and Israel appears to be reaching a boiling point

        
        
            The Israeli army said 15 rockets were fired by Hezbollah from southern Lebanon towards the city of Kiryat Shmona, near the Israel-Lebanon border, on Wednesday. Across the border, thick smoke was seen rising over the southern Lebanese town of Odaisseh as Israel retaliated to Hezbollah attacks with airstrikes.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Monthslong cross-border conflict simmering between Hezbollah and Israel appears to be reaching a boiling point
The Israeli army said 15 rockets were fired by Hezbollah from southern Lebanon towards the city of Kiryat Shmona, near the Israel-Lebanon border, on Wednesday. Across the border, thick smoke was seen rising over the southern Lebanese town of Odaisseh as Israel retaliated to Hezbollah attacks with airstrikes.
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            Leader of Lebanon's Hezbollah group warns archenemy Israel against wider war, AP explains

        
        
            The leader of Lebanon's militant Hezbollah group on Wednesday warned Israel against escalating the conflict in the region.
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The leader of Lebanon's militant Hezbollah group on Wednesday warned Israel against escalating the conflict in the region.
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    [image: Hezbollah supporters watch a speech given by Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah on a screen during a ceremony to commemorate the death of senior Hezbollah commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, who was killed last week by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, in the southern Beirut suburb of Dahiyeh, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | Hezbollah supporters watch a speech given by Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah on a screen during a ceremony to commemorate the death of senior Hezbollah commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, who was killed last week by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, in the southern Beirut suburb of Dahiyeh, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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[image: Hezbollah supporters watch a speech given by Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah on a screen during a ceremony to commemorate the death of senior Hezbollah commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, in the southern Beirut suburb of Dahiyeh, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Abdullah was killed last week by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon. The poster, background, shows Abdullah and three Hezbolllah militants who were killed in the strike. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 6 | Hezbollah supporters watch a speech given by Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah on a screen during a ceremony to commemorate the death of senior Hezbollah commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, in the southern Beirut suburb of Dahiyeh, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Abdullah was killed last week by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon. The poster, background, shows Abdullah and three Hezbolllah militants who were killed in the strike. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 6
Hezbollah supporters watch a speech given by Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah on a screen during a ceremony to commemorate the death of senior Hezbollah commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, in the southern Beirut suburb of Dahiyeh, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Abdullah was killed last week by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon. The poster, background, shows Abdullah and three Hezbolllah militants who were killed in the strike. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
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[image: Hezbollah supporters raise their fists and cheer as they watch a speech given by Hezbollah leader Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah on a screen during a ceremony to commemorate the death of senior Hezbollah commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, 55, who was killed last week by an Israeli strike in south Lebanon, in the southern Beirut suburb of Dahiyeh, Lebanon, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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[image: Senior Advisor to U.S. President Biden, Amos Hochstein gives a statement to the media after his meeting with Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Hochstein in his visit to Beirut Tuesday described the ongoing conflict between the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah and Israeli forces on the Lebanon-Israel border as a "very serious situation" and said efforts to find a diplomatic solution to head off a larger war are "urgent." Hochstein met with officials in Lebanon after visiting Israel the day before. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- Lebanon's Hezbollah has new weapons and intelligence capabilities that could help it target more critical positions deeper inside Israel in case of an all-out war, the militant group's leader warned on Wednesday.
Hassan Nasrallah's comments came as the monthslong cross-border conflict simmering between Hezbollah and Israel appears to be reaching a boiling point, and a day after a top U.S. envoy met Lebanese officials in his latest attempt to ease tensions. 
"We now have new weapons. But I won't say what they are," he said in a televised address commemorating a top Hezbollah commander killed in an Israeli airstrike in southern Lebanon last week. "When the decision is made, they will be seen on the front lines."
Hezbollah has used locally made explosive drones for the first time since the start of the Israel-Hamas war in Gaza in October, as well as surface-to-air missiles to chase off Israeli jets.

    


Nasrallah said in 2021 that Hezbollah has 100,000 fighters but now he claimed the number is much higher, without elaborating. He also said he has rejected offers from allied countries and militias in the region that could add tens of thousands to his ranks. 




A nearly 10-minute-long video allegedly filmed by a Hezbollah surveillance drone and released Tuesday shows parts of Haifa -- a city far from the Israel-Lebanon border. In his speech Wednesday, Nasrallah said Hezbollah has much more footage -- an apparent threat it could reach sites deep in Israel. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Israel's military chief, Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi, visited Israeli air-defense soldiers near the border with Lebanon on Wednesday, saying Israel was aware of Hezbollah's capabilities demonstrated in the video and has solutions for these threats.
"We of course have infinitely greater capabilities," he said. "I think the enemy is only familiar with a few of them and (we) will confront them at the right time."

    


Hezbollah, an ally of the Palestinian militant group Hamas, has been exchanging strikes with Israel almost daily since the war in Gaza erupted on Oct. 7, with the aim to pull Israeli forces away from the embattled Gaza Strip. 
Hezbollah's attacks escalated after Israel expanded its offensive into the southern Gaza city of Rafah in May, and spiked further in June after an Israeli strike killed high-ranking Hezbollah commander Taleb Sami Abdullah, the most senior militant killed so far during the Israel-Hamas war. 
Also Tuesday, the Israeli army said it has "approved and validated" plans for an offensive in Lebanon, although the decision to actually launch such an operation would have to come from the country's political leadership.
The warnings by both sides followed a visit by U.S. President Joe Biden's senior adviser Amos Hochstein, who met with officials in Lebanon and Israel in his latest attempt to deescalate tensions. Hochstein told reporters in Beirut on Tuesday that it was a "very serious situation" and that a diplomatic solution to prevent a larger war was urgent.
Nasrallah said a wider war with Lebanon would have regional implications and that Hezbollah would attack any other country in the region that assisted Israel in the war effort, citing Cyprus, which has hosted Israeli forces for training exercises. He suggested Cyprus might allow Israel to use its bases in event of a wider war.

    


In response, Cypriot President Nikos Christodoulides said his island nation "is in no way involved" in any military operations in the region. Cyprus is "part of the solution, not part of the problem" he said, pointing out the Cyprus-Gaza maritime corridor used to deliver aid to the Palestinian territory.
Only a cease-fire in Gaza would halt the Lebanon-Israel border fighting or the attacks on Western and Israel-linked targets from Yemen's Houthi rebels and Iraqi militias allied with Hezbollah.
Israel views Hezbollah as its most direct threat, and the two fought a 34-day war in 2006 that ended in a stalemate. Hezbollah's military capabilities have grown significantly since then, and the United States and Israel estimate the group, along with other Lebanese militant factions, has about 150,000 missiles and rockets. Hezbollah also has been working on precision-guided missiles.

    


Hezbollah said at least four of its fighters were killed Wednesday in Israeli strikes as Hochstein returned to Israel for a new round of meetings there.
Lebanese state media reported the strikes along the border and near the coastal city of Tyre, about 30 kilometers (20 miles) away. The Israeli military said two Hezbollah launches damaged several vehicles in northern Israel.
Kamel Mohanna, the head of the Amel Association, a nongovernmental organization providing health services in different areas of Lebanon, said the association health center in the town of Khiam was hit and damaged by the Israeli shelling. 
Israeli strikes have killed more than 400 people in Lebanon, most of them Hezbollah and other militants, but also over 80 civilians and non-combatants. In northern Israel, 16 soldiers and 11 civilians have been killed by strikes launched from Lebanon.
___
Associated Press writers Melanie Lidman and Josef Federman in Jerusalem, and Menelaos Hadjicostis in Nicosia, Cyprus, contributed to this report.
___
This version has corrected that Hochstein was speaking Tuesday in Beirut, not Berlin.
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Alberto, season's first named tropical storm, dumps rain on Texas and Mexico, which reports 3 deaths

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Tropical Storm Alberto, the first named storm of the season, is bringing strong winds, heavy rainfall and some flooding along the coasts of Texas and Mexico. It is expected to make landfall in northern Mexico on Thursday.
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    [image: Elexus Reddout and her father, Jeremy, enjoy the waves between Murdoch's and Pleasure Pier Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Galveston, Texas. Tropical Storm Alberto has formed in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of what is forecast to be a busy hurricane season. (Jason Fochtman/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: A bird flies over a deserted pier in Miramar, in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Tropical Storm Alberto formed on Wednesday in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of the hurricane season. (AP Photo/Fabian Melendez)]
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[image: Roy Quiroz and his wife, Minda, cross a flooded section of The Strand near Kempner Street as rain falls Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Galveston, Texas. Tropical Storm Alberto has formed in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of what is forecast to be a busy hurricane season. (Jason Fochtman/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: Galveston city worker Sean Kirby checks trash cans along Seawall Boulevard as rain falls Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Galveston, Texas. Tropical Storm Alberto has formed in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of what is forecast to be a busy hurricane season. (Jason Fochtman/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: Roy Quiroz and his wife, Minda, brace themselves with their umbrella as strong winds kick up as they cross a flooded section of The Strand near Kempner Street , Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Galveston, Texas. Tropical Storm Alberto has formed in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of what is forecast to be a busy hurricane season. (Jason Fochtman/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: Galveston city worker Sean Kirby checks trash cans along Seawall Boulevard as rain falls,Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Galveston, Texas. Tropical Storm Alberto has formed in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of what is forecast to be a busy hurricane season. (Jason Fochtman/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: Megan Johnston sits on the seawall along Seawall Boulevard as rain falls, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Galveston, Texas. Tropical Storm Alberto has formed in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of what is forecast to be a busy hurricane season. (Jason Fochtman/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: Jeremy Reddout and his daughter, Elexus, enjoy the waves between Murdoch's and Pleasure Pier as rain falls, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Galveston, Texas. Tropical Storm Alberto has formed in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of what is forecast to be a busy hurricane season. (Jason Fochtman/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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Jeremy Reddout and his daughter, Elexus, enjoy the waves between Murdoch's and Pleasure Pier as rain falls, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Galveston, Texas. Tropical Storm Alberto has formed in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of what is forecast to be a busy hurricane season. (Jason Fochtman/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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[image: Waves crash over a jetty along Seawall Boulevard Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Galveston, Texas. Tropical Storm Alberto has formed in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of what is forecast to be a busy hurricane season. (Jason Fochtman/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: Richard Tumlinson watches waves crash along the seawall as he passes the 1900 storm memorial while rain rollsl in, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Galveston, Texas. The statue honors the more than 8,000 people killed in the hurricane called "The Great Storm" in 1900. Tropical Storm Alberto has formed in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of what is forecast to be a busy hurricane season. (Jason Fochtman/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: Roy Quiroz looks back at his wife, Minda, as he crossed a flooded section of Kempner Street, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Galveston, Texas. Tropical Storm Alberto has formed in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of what is forecast to be a busy hurricane season. (Jason Fochtman/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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[image: Megan Johnston drinks coffee as she sits on the seawall along Seawall Boulevard as rain falls on Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Galveston, Texas. Tropical Storm Alberto has formed in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of what is forecast to be a busy hurricane season. (Jason Fochtman/Houston Chronicle via AP)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Palapas sit deserted on a beach in Miramar, in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Tropical Storm Alberto formed on Wednesday in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of the hurricane season. (AP Photo/Fabian Melendez)]
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Palapas sit deserted on a beach in Miramar, in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Tropical Storm Alberto formed on Wednesday in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of the hurricane season. (AP Photo/Fabian Melendez)
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[image: Tire tracks mark the sand on a deserted beach in Miramar, in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Tropical Storm Alberto formed on Wednesday in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of the hurricane season. (AP Photo/Fabian Melendez)]
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Tire tracks mark the sand on a deserted beach in Miramar, in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Tropical Storm Alberto formed on Wednesday in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of the hurricane season. (AP Photo/Fabian Melendez)
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                                        TAMPICO, Mexico (AP) -- Tropical Storm Alberto formed Wednesday in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, the first named storm of what is forecast to be a busy hurricane season. Authorities in Mexico reported three deaths from its rains. 

Alberto, which is bringing strong winds, heavy rainfall and some flooding along the coasts of Texas and Mexico, is expected to make landfall in northern Mexico early Thursday.

"The heavy rainfall and the water, as usual, is the biggest story in tropical storms," said Michael Brennan, director of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's National Hurricane Center.

Civil protection authorities in the northern state of Nuevo Leon said one man died in the La Silla river in the city of Monterrey, the state capital. They also said that two minors died from electric shocks in the municipality of Allende. Local media reported that the minors were riding a bicycle in the rain. 





    



Nuevo Leon Gov. Samuel Garcia wrote on his account on social media platform X that metro and public transportation services would be suspended in Monterrey from Wednesday night until midday Thursday when Alberto had passed. 

The National Hurricane Center said late Wednesday that Alberto was located about 135 miles (220 kilometers) east of Tampico, Mexico, and about 320 miles (510 kilometers) south-southeast of Brownsville, Texas, with maximum sustained winds of 50 mph (85 kph). The storm was moving west at 9 miles per hour.

The center of the storm was expected to reach the northeastern coast of Mexico south of the mouth of the Rio Grande by Thursday morning.

As much as 5 inches (13 centimeters) to 10 inches (25 centimeters) of rain was expected in some areas along the Texas coast, with even higher isolated totals possible, Brennan said. He said some higher locations in Mexico could see as much as 20 inches (50 centimeters) of rain, which could result in mudslides and flash flooding, especially in the states of Tamaulipas, Coahuila and Nuevo Leon.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports on Texas flooding along the coastline from Tropical Storm Alberto.

    


The municipal government of Tampico, a port city in Tamaulipas state, announced Wednesday afternoon that authorities had activated a command center in coordination with the water, electricity and oil companies.

    



Many residents were excited about the prospect of heavy showers, as Tamaulipas and most of Mexico has been dealing with extreme droughts. 

"We have been needing this water that we're now getting, thank God. Let's hope that we only get water," said Blanca Coronel Moral, a resident of Tampico. "Our lagoon, which gives us drinking water, is completely dry." 

Tamaulipas Gov. Americo Villarreal said Wednesday on X that schools across the state will remain closed between Wednesday and Friday.

The coordinator of civil protection in Tamaulipas, Luis Gerardo Gonzalez, said they have 333 shelters distributed throughout the state at each municipality. "As the storm moves, we will be opening up more shelters."

Authorities urged residents to be aware of the alerts the state and municipal civil protections are sharing. They anticipate the storm arriving overnight with communities closest to the coast most affected.

Tropical storm warnings were in effect from the Texas coast at San Luis Pass southward to the mouth of the Rio Grande and from the northeastern coast of Mexico south of the mouth of the Rio Grande to Tecolutla. 

    



"Rapid weakening is expected once the center moves inland, and Alberto is likely to dissipate over Mexico" on Thursday, the center said. 

The U.S. National Weather Service said the main hazard for southern coastal Texas is flooding from excess rain. On Wednesday, the NWS said, there is "a high probability" of flash flooding in southern coastal Texas. Tornadoes or waterspouts are possible. 

NOAA predicts the hurricane season that began June 1 and runs through Nov. 30 is likely to be well above average, with between 17 and 25 named storms. The forecast calls for as many as 13 hurricanes and four major hurricanes.

An average Atlantic hurricane season produces 14 named storms, seven of them hurricanes and three major hurricanes.

Brennan said there will be dangerous rip currents from the storm and drivers should watch out for road closures and turn around if they see water covering roadways.

    



Areas along the Texas coast were seeing some road flooding and dangerous rip currents Wednesday, and waterspouts have been spotted offshore. "We've seen a few brief spin-ups and some waterspouts out there," said Tyler Castillo, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service office in Corpus Christi.

Tim Cady, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service in Houston, said they'll be keeping an eye on coastal flooding as high tide approaches Thursday morning.

"When we have these strong onshore winds combined with the high tide, that can result in coastal inundation, particularly in our lower-lying coastal areas," Cady said.

___ AP journalists Jamie Stengle in Dallas and Julie Walker in New York contributed to this report. 
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Ship attacked by Yemen's Houthi rebels in fatal assault sinks in Red Sea in their second sinking

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Yemen's Houthi rebels sink another carrier in the Red Sea killing at least one sailor on board. AP news director Jon Gambrell explains the ongoing attacks by Houthis in the Red Sea as a second ship targeted sinks.
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            Yemen's Houthi rebels sink another shipping vessel in Red Sea, AP explains

        
        
            Yemen's Houthi rebels sink another carrier in the Red Sea killing at least one sailor on board. AP news director Jon Gambrell explains the ongoing attacks by Houthis in the Red Sea as a second ship targeted sinks.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Yemen's Houthi rebels sink another shipping vessel in Red Sea, AP explains
Yemen's Houthi rebels sink another carrier in the Red Sea killing at least one sailor on board. AP news director Jon Gambrell explains the ongoing attacks by Houthis in the Red Sea as a second ship targeted sinks.
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            Yemen's Houthi rebels' video claims to show Red Sea attack which sank Greek-owned carrier

        
        
            Yemen's Houthi rebels released video on Wednesday purporting to show their attack which sank a Greek-owned transport ship in the Red Sea. The video shows two large explosions on a bulk carrier at sea.
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Yemen's Houthi rebels released video on Wednesday purporting to show their attack which sank a Greek-owned transport ship in the Red Sea. The video shows two large explosions on a bulk carrier at sea.
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    [image: In this photo released by the Etat-Major des Armees, the MV Tutor sinks in the Red Sea after it was struck by a Houthi drone vessel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bulk carrier sank days after an attack by Yemen's Houthi rebels believed to have killed one mariner on board, authorities said early Wednesday, June 19, the second-such ship to be sunk in the rebel campaign. (Etat-Major des Armees/France via AP)]
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In this photo released by the Etat-Major des Armees, the MV Tutor sinks in the Red Sea after it was struck by a Houthi drone vessel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. The bulk carrier sank days after an attack by Yemen's Houthi rebels believed to have killed one mariner on board, authorities said early Wednesday, June 19, the second-such ship to be sunk in the rebel campaign. (Etat-Major des Armees/France via AP)
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[image: This is a locator map for Yemen with its capital, Sanaa. (AP Photo)]
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- A bulk carrier sank days after an attack by Yemen's Houthi rebels, who are believed to have killed one mariner on board, authorities said early Wednesday. It was the second ship sunk in the rebels' campaign targeting Red Sea shipping. 
The sinking of the Tutor marks what appears to be a new escalation by the Iranian-backed Houthis in their campaign of attacks on ships in the vital maritime corridor over the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip. 
The attack comes despite a monthslong U.S.-led campaign in the region that has seen the Navy face its most-intense maritime fighting since World War II, with near-daily attacks targeting commercial vessels and warship. 
The Liberian-flagged, Greek-owned-and-operated Tutor sank in the Red Sea, the British military's United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations center said in a warning to sailors in the region. 

    


"Military authorities report maritime debris and oil sighted in the last reported location," the UKMTO said. "The vessel is believed to have sunk."
The Houthis late Wednesday released footage showing their attack on the Tutor, acknowledging they used two different drone boats to hit the vessel from both its side and the stern.




The U.S. military did not respond to requests for comment over the sinking.
The Tutor came under attack about a week ago by a bomb-carrying Houthi drone boat in the Red Sea. John Kirby, a White House national security spokesman, said on Monday that the attack killed "a crew member who hailed from the Philippines." The Philippines has yet to acknowledge the death, but the man who had been aboard the Tutor has been missing for over a week in the Red Sea, which faces intense summertime heat. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The use of a boat loaded with explosives raised the specter of the attack in 2000 on the USS Cole, a suicide assault by al-Qaida when the warship was at port in the Yemeni city of Aden, killing 17 on board. The Cole is now part of a U.S. Navy operation in the Red Sea led by the aircraft carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower to try and halt the Houthi attacks, though the rebels continue their assaults. 

    


The Houthis have launched more than 60 attacks targeting specific vessels and fired off other missiles and drones in their campaign that has killed a total of four sailors. They've seized one vessel and sunk two since November. A U.S.-led airstrike campaign has targeted the Houthis since January, with a series of strikes May 30, killing at least 16 people and wounding 42 others, the rebels say. 
In March, the Belize-flagged Rubymar carrying fertilizer cargo sank in the Red Sea after taking on water for days following a rebel attack. 
The Houthis have maintained that their attacks target ships linked to Israel, the United States or Britain. However, many of the ships they've attacked have little or no connection to the ongoing Israel-Hamas war. 
"It is deplorable that innocent seafarers are being attacked while simply performing their jobs, vital jobs which keep the world warm, fed, and clothed," the shipping industry said in a joint statement Wednesday. 

    


"This is an unacceptable situation, and these attacks must stop now," it said.
The war in Gaza has killed more than 37,000 Palestinians there, while hundreds of others have been killed in Israeli operations in the West Bank. It began after Hamas-led militants attacked Israel on Oct. 7, killing about 1,200 people and taking around 250 hostage.
A recent report by the U.S. Defense Intelligence Agency said that container shipping through the Red Sea has declined by 90% since December because of the attacks. As much as 15% of the world's maritime traffic flows through that corridor. 
Meanwhile, the Houthis said on Wednesday that U.S.-led airstrikes targeted Raymah, a province in Yemen under rebel control. The Houthi-controlled SABA news agency described a local radio station's building as being "totally destroyed" in the strikes. About a week earlier, the Houthis said similar strikes killed two people and wounded nine others, without saying if those hurt were fighters or civilians. 

    


Later in the day, SABA also reported U.S.-led strikes targeting the port city of Hodeida. 
The U.S. military's Central Command said in a statement early Thursday it destroyed "one ground control station and one command and control node in a Houthi-controlled area of Yemen" in the strikes. It also claimed destroying two Houthi drone boats in the Red Sea as well over the last 24 hours. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/houthi-rebels-ship-attack-red-sea-yemen-bfa7d321e55c5bb59b268b82ef3c56ba



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



New Mexico wildfire claims second life, while rain offers hope of relief

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Air tankers dropped water and red retardant on Wednesday on a pair of growing fires in mountainous New Mexico that killed at least one person, damaged more than 1,400 structures, forced thousands to flee a tourist locale and may now threaten hundreds of firefighters amid high wind risks.


                
                
    Videos
                    2                   
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        

    

    
    





 


    
        
        

        
            
                

                

                
                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    



            

            
                On Now
            


            
                1:27

            
        

    
    
        
            Cooler temps and rain could help corral blazes that forced thousands to flee New Mexico village

        
        
            Air tankers dropped water and red retardant on Wednesday on a pair of growing fires in mountainous New Mexico that killed at least one person, damaged more than 1,400 structures, forced thousands to flee a tourist locale and may now threaten hundreds of firefighters amid high wind risks.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Cooler temps and rain could help corral blazes that forced thousands to flee New Mexico village
Air tankers dropped water and red retardant on Wednesday on a pair of growing fires in mountainous New Mexico that killed at least one person, damaged more than 1,400 structures, forced thousands to flee a tourist locale and may now threaten hundreds of firefighters amid high wind risks.
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            Residents flee New Mexican village as wildfires bear down on homes

        
        
            Residents of a southern New Mexican mountain village flee their homes as fast-moving wildfires bear down
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Residents of a southern New Mexican mountain village flee their homes as fast-moving wildfires bear down
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    [image: An air tanker soars through a large plume of smoke over and around wildfire-affected areas in the village of Ruidoso, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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An air tanker soars through a large plume of smoke over and around wildfire-affected areas in the village of Ruidoso, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)
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[image: In this image taken from webcam footage provided by the Village of Ruidoso, smoke rises behind Ruidoso, N.M., on Monday, June 17, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (Village of Ruidoso Tourism Department via AP)]
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In this image taken from webcam footage provided by the Village of Ruidoso, smoke rises behind Ruidoso, N.M., on Monday, June 17, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (Village of Ruidoso Tourism Department via AP)
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[image: Steven Dobrovolskis eats a slice of pizza while spending the night at a shelter in Roswell, N.M., after evacuating from Ruidoso, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]
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[image: A car rides on the road to Roswell, N.M., as smoke from a wildfire partially blocks the sun near the village of Ruidoso, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]
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[image: An air tanker drops fire retardant called slurry over and around wildfire-affected areas in the village of Ruidoso, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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[image: Smoke from a wildfire rises over trees in Ruidoso, N.M., Monday, June 17, 2024. Residents of the mountain village of about 7,000 residents fled their homes under evacuation orders with little time to rescue belongings. (Jacquie Escajeda via AP)]
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Smoke from a wildfire rises over trees in Ruidoso, N.M., Monday, June 17, 2024. Residents of the mountain village of about 7,000 residents fled their homes under evacuation orders with little time to rescue belongings. (Jacquie Escajeda via AP)
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[image: Smoke from a wildfire rises over Ruidoso, N.M., Monday, June 17, 2024. Residents of the mountain village of about 7,000 residents fled their homes under evacuation orders with little time to rescue belongings. (Jacquie Escajeda via AP)]
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Smoke from a wildfire rises over Ruidoso, N.M., Monday, June 17, 2024. Residents of the mountain village of about 7,000 residents fled their homes under evacuation orders with little time to rescue belongings. (Jacquie Escajeda via AP)
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[image: Residents of the Mescalero Apache Reservation rest while sheltering at the Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort in Ruidoso, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of residents fled their homes as a wildfire swept into the mountain village of Ruidoso in southern New Mexico. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]
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Residents of the Mescalero Apache Reservation rest while sheltering at the Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort in Ruidoso, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of residents fled their homes as a wildfire swept into the mountain village of Ruidoso in southern New Mexico. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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[image: A Ruidoso resident sleeps at a shelter in Roswell, N.M., after evacuating from Ruidoso, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]
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A Ruidoso resident sleeps at a shelter in Roswell, N.M., after evacuating from Ruidoso, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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[image: A Ruidoso resident checks a map on a screen while spending the night at a shelter in Roswell, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]
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[image: Ardis Holder, center, and her daughters Adalene, left, and Analece spend the night at a shelter in Roswell, N.M., after evacuating from Ruidoso, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]
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[image: A couple from Ruidoso, N.M. camps at the Eastern New Mexico State Fairgrounds in Roswell, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]
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A couple from Ruidoso, N.M. camps at the Eastern New Mexico State Fairgrounds in Roswell, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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[image: Trainer John Stinebaugh inspects his horses after evacuating them from Ruidoso Downs to Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]
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[image: Drake Thurman, 13, volunteers to care for a race horse who was evacuated from Ruidoso Downs to Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]
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Drake Thurman, 13, volunteers to care for a race horse who was evacuated from Ruidoso Downs to Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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[image: Race horses that were evacuated from Ruidoso Downs rest at a stall in Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]
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Race horses that were evacuated from Ruidoso Downs rest at a stall in Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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[image: Deep Blue, a winning race horse who was evacuated from Ruidoso Downs, rests at a stall in Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]
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                                        ROSWELL, N.M. (AP) -- Heavy rain and hail fell Wednesday around an evacuated village in New Mexico threatened by wildfires that have killed at least two people and damaged more than 1,400 structures, offering the hope of some assistance for firefighters but adding the threat of high winds and flash floods.
Air tankers dropped water and red retardant earlier on the pair of fires growing in a mountainous part of the state where earlier in the week residents of the village of Ruidoso were forced to flee the larger of the two blazes with little notice.
New Mexico State Police spokesman Wilson Silver said Wednesday that officers discovered the skeletal remains of an unidentified second person in the driver seat of a burned vehicle. It's the second confirmed death in the blazes. The first fire victim was a badly burned 60-year-old man found by the side of the road near the popular Swiss Chalet Inn in Ruidoso.

    


Weather patterns were shifting Wednesday with moisture arriving from the Gulf of Mexico, said Bladen Breitreiter of the National Weather Service office in Albuquerque.
"It will be a challenging situation going into the late afternoon and evening," said Breitreiter, who has been an incident meteorologist at past wildfires. "The potential for scattered to isolated thunderstorms could help, but it depends on where they hit. If the rain misses the fires, downward winds could cause problems for firefighters on the ground."




He said rain could also lead to dangerous flash flooding in newly burned areas.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It wasn't immediately clear if the rain and hail that started around Ruidoso on Wednesday afternoon was falling on the fires themselves, or if it would slow their progress. The National Weather Service issued a flash flood warning for the area until later Wednesday evening.
The two fires remained at 0% containment Wednesday afternoon as crews used heavy equipment to build fire lines while water and retardant was dropped from the air, authorities said.

    


Officials said hundreds of firefighters were on the scene and watching to stop any spot fires that could flare up. More personnel from departments from around the region were continuing to arrive.
Ruidoso and much of the Southwest has been exceedingly dry and hot this spring. Those conditions, along with strong wind, whipped flames out of control Monday and Tuesday, rapidly advancing the South Fork Fire into the village. Along with homes and businesses, a regional medical center and the Ruidoso Downs horse track were evacuated. 
Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham's office confirmed one fatality as a result of the fire but said it had no further details.
About 1,400 structures have been destroyed or damaged, but it's unclear how many were homes. A flyover to provide more accurate mapping and a better assessment of damage is being organized, Lujan Grisham said. 
Ardis Holder left Ruidoso with her two young daughters, her gas tank nearly on empty as she prayed that they'd get out safely. She was sure the house she rented in the village she grew up in is gone, based on the maps she'd seen.

    


"We were already seeing where all the fire hit, it's everywhere," she said late Tuesday from a shelter in nearby Roswell. "If there's something standing, that's awesome. But, if not, we were prepared for the worst."
Lujan Grisham on Wednesday requested a major disaster declaration from President Joe Biden's administration that would free up federal funding for immediate housing and other assistance for the people affected. 
"New Mexico has faced disaster before, but the scale of this emergency requires immediate federal intervention," she said. 
The day before, she declared a county-wide state of emergency that extended to the neighboring Mescalero Apache Reservation where both fires started and deployed National Guard troops. That declaration unlocks additional funding and resources to manage the crisis. 
Nationwide, wildfires have scorched more than 3,280 square miles (8,495 square kilometers) this year -- a figure higher than the 10-year averages, according to the National Interagency Fire Center. About 20 wildfires currently burning are considered large and uncontained, including blazes in California and Washington state. 

    


Lujan Grisham said the two southern New Mexico wildfires together have consumed more than 31 square miles (80 square kilometers). The exact causes of the blazes haven't been determined, but the Southwest Coordination Center listed them as human-caused.
Ruidoso and areas around Santa Fe and Espanola, New Mexico, have served as the backdrop this year for filming of a movie starring Matthew McConaughey and America Ferrera about the devastating 2018 wildfire in Paradise, California. That fire killed 85 people and nearly erased the community in the Sierra Nevada foothills.
While many older residents call Ruidoso home year-round, the population of around 7,000 people expands to about 25,000 during the warmer months, when people from hotter climates seek the cool of the leafy aspen trees, hiking trails and a chance to go fishing. 

    


Nestled within the Lincoln National Forest, Ruidoso boasts nearby amenities including a casino, golf course and ski resort operated by the Mescalero Apache Tribe. Horse races at the Ruidoso Downs also draw crowds as home to one of the sport's richest quarter-horse competitions.
___
Lee reported from Santa Fe, New Mexico. Associated Press writers Sarah Brumfield in Washington, D.C.; Felicia Fonseca in Flagstaff, Arizona; Anita Snow in Phoenix; Rio Yamat and Ken Ritter in Las Vegas; and Scott Sonner in Reno, Nevada, contributed to this report.
___
AP Ruidoso wildfires page: https://apnews.com/hub/ruidoso
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The Latest | Hezbollah says Israeli strikes kill 3 fighters as US envoy tries to calm tensions

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Thousands of people held a protest in Jerusalem for a second day on Tuesday, calling for fresh elections and an end to the war in Gaza. Many Israelis, anguished over the hostages still held in Gaza and the ongoing war, accuse Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of putting political interests ahead of all else. They say the government has lost control of the 8-month-old war and have been demanding an agreement to stop the fighting and return the hostages.
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    [image: A Palestinian girl stands at the entrance of her family tent at a makeshift tent camp for those displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip in Khan Younis, Gaza, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)]
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A Palestinian girl stands at the entrance of her family tent at a makeshift tent camp for those displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip in Khan Younis, Gaza, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People wave Israeli flags during a protest against Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government and demanding elections outside of the Knesset, Israel's parliament, in Jerusalem, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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People wave Israeli flags during a protest against Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government and demanding elections outside of the Knesset, Israel's parliament, in Jerusalem, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip sit at a makeshift tent camp in Khan Younis, Gaza, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)]
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Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip sit at a makeshift tent camp in Khan Younis, Gaza, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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[image: People wave Israeli flags and signs during a protest against Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government and demanding elections outside of the Knesset, Israel's parliament, in Jerusalem, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)]
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People wave Israeli flags and signs during a protest against Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's government and demanding elections outside of the Knesset, Israel's parliament, in Jerusalem, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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[image: Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip in a hospital in Deir al Balah on Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Senior Advisor to U.S. President Biden, Amos Hochstein listens to a journalist's question after giving a statement to the media following his meeting with Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Hochstein in his visit to Beirut Tuesday described the ongoing conflict between the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah and Israeli forces on the Lebanon-Israel border as a "very serious situation" and said efforts to find a diplomatic solution to head off a larger war are "urgent." Hochstein met with officials in Lebanon after visiting Israel the day before. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)]
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Senior Advisor to U.S. President Biden, Amos Hochstein listens to a journalist's question after giving a statement to the media following his meeting with Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri in Beirut, Lebanon, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Hochstein in his visit to Beirut Tuesday described the ongoing conflict between the Lebanese militant group Hezbollah and Israeli forces on the Lebanon-Israel border as a "very serious situation" and said efforts to find a diplomatic solution to head off a larger war are "urgent." Hochstein met with officials in Lebanon after visiting Israel the day before. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks during a ceremony at the Nahalat Yitshak Cemetery in Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. The ceremony marked the annual memorial for people killed in Israel's Altalena affair -- a violent clash between rival Jewish forces that nearly pushed the newly independent Israel into civil war in 1948. (Shaul Golan/Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks during a ceremony at the Nahalat Yitshak Cemetery in Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. The ceremony marked the annual memorial for people killed in Israel's Altalena affair -- a violent clash between rival Jewish forces that nearly pushed the newly independent Israel into civil war in 1948. (Shaul Golan/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 8
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks during a ceremony at the Nahalat Yitshak Cemetery in Tel Aviv, Israel, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. The ceremony marked the annual memorial for people killed in Israel's Altalena affair -- a violent clash between rival Jewish forces that nearly pushed the newly independent Israel into civil war in 1948. (Shaul Golan/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip walk through a makeshift tent camp in Khan Younis, Gaza, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)]
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Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip walk through a makeshift tent camp in Khan Younis, Gaza, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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                                        Israeli strikes in southern Lebanon killed three Hezbollah fighters on Wednesday, the militant group said, as a U.S. envoy tasked with avoiding a devastating regional war returned to Israel after meeting officials in Lebanon. 
Lebanese state media reported multiple Israeli strikes along the border and in an area north of the coastal city of Tyre, about 30 kilometers (20 miles) from the frontier. The Israeli military said two Hezbollah launches damaged several vehicles in northern Israel.
Amos Hochstein, a senior adviser to U.S. President Joe Biden, was back in Israel after meetings in Lebanon on Tuesday. There has been no word on whether he has made progress in his efforts to avoid a wider war.
With the Israeli offensive in Gaza now in its ninth month, international criticism has grown steadily over the U.S. support for Israel's air and ground attacks. The top United Nations court has concluded there is a "plausible risk of genocide" in Gaza -- a charge Israel strongly denies. Israel blames civilian deaths on Hamas, saying militants operate among the population.

    


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu claimed Tuesday that the United States was withholding weapons needed for the war in Gaza. Biden has delayed delivering certain heavy bombs to Israel since May over concerns about killing civilians in Gaza. However, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Tuesday that those 2,000-pound bombs are the only weapons under review. He told reporters that "Everything else is moving as it normally would." 




Israel's war against Hamas in Gaza has killed more than 37,100 people, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between combatants and civilians in its count. The war has largely cut off the flow of food, medicine and other supplies to Palestinians who are facing widespread hunger. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Israel launched the war after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, in which militants stormed into southern Israel, killed some 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and abducted about 250.

    


Currently:
-- For a second time, a ship attacked by Yemen's Houthi rebels sinks in the Red Sea.
-- Muslim pilgrims wrap up the Hajj with final symbolic stoning of the devil and circling of the Kaaba.
-- Israel's Netanyahu blames Biden for withholding weapons, but U.S. officials say that's not the whole story.
-- Sudan accuses the United Arab Emirates of fueling war with weapons to paramilitary rivals.
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Gaza at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
Here's the latest:
US military strikes sites in Yemen controlled by Houthis
U.S. Central Command said Wednesday that its forces had destroyed a ground control station and a command and control node in an area of Yemen controlled by Iranian-backed Houthi rebels.
The U.S. military said in a statement that the sites "presented an imminent threat to U.S. forces, coalition forces and merchant vessels in the region."
Central Command said its forces also destroyed two Houthi drone boats in the Red Sea.
The statement came hours after authorities said a bulk carrier had sunk in the Red Sea days after an attack by the Houthis.

    


The U.S. has led a monthslong campaign in the region trying to defend commercial vessels and warships from the attacks, which Houthis claim are in response to the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip.
Israelis living near Lebanon border say life is growing intolerable
JERUSALEM -- As rocket fire from Lebanon streaked over the northern Israeli city of Kiryat Shmona Wednesday, the city's remaining inhabitants said life there was growing intolerable after eight months of near-daily fighting between Israel and the Hezbollah militant group.
Booms rang out overhead and residents ran for safety. Cars lining the streets bore cracked windshields from past attacks and windows were blown out.
"It is scary," said Uri Vazan, a resident of Kiryat Shmona. "You don't know when it is coming to you, suddenly you have an alarm, suddenly missiles fall."
Israel's military said 15 rockets from Lebanon were fired at Kiryat Shmona on Wednesday, provoking retaliatory Israeli strikes on Hezbollah targets. The cross-border fighting has turned the formerly bustling Israeli city into a ghost town.

    


"To be here is not easy. It is scary, it is unbearable, it can't be contained," said resident Shishi Phima.
Top U.S. envoy Amos Hochstein visited Israel and Beirut this week as part of efforts to quell tension and help achieve a diplomatic solution that could see residents return to their homes. But progress has seemed elusive. On Tuesday, Israel's army announced it had "approved and validated" plans for an offensive in Lebanon. On Wednesday, the leader of Hezbollah said the group has new weapons and intelligence capabilities that could help it target more critical positions deeper inside Israel in case of an all-out war.
Cyprus distances itself from military operations in the Middle East
NICOSIA, Cyprus -- The president of Cyprus says the east Mediterranean island nation "is in no way involved" in any military operations in the region or elsewhere.

    


President Nikos Christodoulides was responding Wednesday to remarks by Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah who warned that Cyprus could be implicated in a wider conflict if the island nation allows Israel to use its ports and airports to target Lebanon.
Christodoulides said Nasrallah's remarks "don't in any way reflect what's being attempted, which is to present a picture that Cyprus is involved in military operations."
The Cypriot president said his country is "part of the solution, not part of the problem" and is recognized throughout the Arab World and internationally through such initiatives such as the Cyprus-Gaza maritime corridor delivering humanitarian aid by ship to the Palestinian territory.
He said there are avenues of communication with both Lebanon and Iran "through diplomatic means."
Israeli strikes have destroyed more than 70% of Rafah's facilities and infrastructure, official says
GAZA -- Israeli strikes have destroyed more than 70% of the facilities and infrastructure in Rafah, south of the Gaza Strip, head of the Rafah municipality Ahmed al-Sufi said in a statement Wednesday.
He accused Israeli forces of systematically targeting camps in Rafah, adding that entire residential areas in the Al Saudi neighborhood have been destroyed. Al-Sufi didn't immediately respond to a request for additional information.
Israeli tanks and helicopters fired at a Palestinian ministry building overnight Tuesday in southern Gaza, setting a number of tents next to the warehouse on fire, displaced Palestinians who were sheltered nearby told The Associated Press. 
Five people were killed in the attack, according to Palestinian media. The AP was unable to immediately verify this figure.
"We were sleeping at 1 o'clock at night, when suddenly we heard the sound of screaming. We went out running, carried the children and went out running, and we found a fire burning in front of us, a big fire," said Mohammad Abu Hasera, originally from Gaza City, who was near the warehouse during the attack.
A video circulating on social media and posted by an Israeli military correspondent Wednesday morning shows the Palestinian side of the Rafah crossing, including the terminal, which appears to be the only structure still intact there since the IDF launched its ground operations last month. 
UN says its workers were unable to pick up aid due to chaos
UNITED NATIONS -- U.N. humanitarian workers weren't able to pick up desperately needed aid shipments at the Kerem Shalom border crossing from Israel because of the lack of law and order in the area, the United Nations said.
U.N. deputy spokesman Farhan Haq told reporters that even though there was no fighting Wednesday on a new route where Israel has declared a "tactical pause" in daytime military action, the law and order issue prevented U.N. workers from picking up aid.
This means that no trucks carrying aid have been able to use the new route since Israel announced the daily pause Sunday on the road between the Kerem Shalom border crossing and Gaza's main north-south Salah al-Din Road.
Haq noted that the United Nations has been warning about lawlessness and unrest for several days.
Asked who was responsible, he said, it's probably a combination of several factors including criminal gangs taking advantage of the unrest and a lot of frightened people who are hungry.
"The responsibility of Israel as the occupying power does not stop at Kerem Shalom where aid is dropped off," Haq stressed. "It includes ensuring that this assistance reaches women, children and elderly who need it the most and creating the enabling environment to do so."
Haq said five fuel trucks that traveled via the fence road did enter Gaza Wednesday through the military gate. The U.N. humanitarian office reported these were the first fuel deliveries since early June and supplies remain scarce.
Currently, the U.N. agency helping Palestinian refugees known as UNRWA, estimates that only 65,000 remain in the southern city of Rafah, where 1.4 million people had fled seeking safety. Almost the entire population of Rafah fled after Israel issued evacuation orders about three weeks ago and began military operations.
Haq said large numbers of Palestinians have fled to Khan Younis, Dier al-Balah and other areas of southern Gaza, where he stressed that very limited amounts of food are getting in because of the closure of the Rafah border crossing from Egypt, which had been a main conduit for aid deliveries
Hezbollah says at least 3 fig
hters were killed in Israeli strikes 
BEIRUT -- The Hezbollah militant group says at least three of its fighters were killed in Israeli strikes on Wednesday as a U.S. envoy works to quell tensions.
Lebanese state media reported multiple Israeli strikes along the border and in an area north of the coastal city of Tyre, about 30 kilometers (20 miles) from the frontier. The Israeli military said two Hezbollah launches damaged several vehicles in northern Israel.
The fighting came as Amos Hochstein, a senior adviser to U.S. President Joe Biden, returned to Israel after meeting with officials in Lebanon on Tuesday. There has been no word on whether he has made progress in his efforts to avoid a devastating regional war.
Kamel Mohanna, the head of the Amel Association, an NGO providing health services in Lebanon, said the group's primary health center in the town of Khiam was hit and damaged by Israeli shelling. Mohanna said he was visiting another health center in south Lebanon, which had been previously struck and then repaired, when the Khiam center was hit.
Hezbollah began attacking Israel almost immediately after the Israel-Hamas war erupted on Oct. 7. There have been near daily exchanges of fire, though most of the strikes are confined to an area within a few mostly confined to the area around the border.
But the fighting has escalated in recent weeks, raising fears that the clashes could boil over into a full-blown war. Israel's army announced late Tuesday that it has "approved and validated" plans for an offensive in Lebanon.
Israeli strikes already have killed more than 400 people in Lebanon, most of them Hezbollah fighters, but at least 80 of the fatalities were civilians. In northern Israel, 16 soldiers and 11 civilians have been killed.
Israeli drone strikes kill a Syrian army officer, state media says
DAMASCUS, Syria -- A Syrian army officer was killed in an Israeli airstrike Wednesday morning, Syrian state media said.
State news agency SANA reported that Israeli drone strikes hit military sites in the areas of Quneitra and Daraa in southern Syria, killing an officer and resulting in "material damages."
The Untied Kingdom-based war monitor Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said the strikes came after members of factions affiliated with the Lebanese militia Hezbollah transported the wreckage of an Israeli reconnaissance plane to one of the targeted sites to dismantle it.
There was no immediate comment from the Israeli army on the strikes. Israel frequently launches strikes on Iran-linked targets in Syria but rarely acknowledges them. The strikes have intensified since October against the backdrop of the war in Gaza. 
For a second time, a bulk carrier attacked by Yemen's Houthi rebels sinks in the Red Sea
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- A bulk carrier sank days after an attack by Yemen's Houthi rebels believed to have killed one mariner on board, authorities said early Wednesday, the second ship sunk in the rebels' campaign. 
The sinking of the Tutor in the Red Sea marks what appears to be a new escalation by the Iranian-backed Houthis in their campaign targeting shipping through the vital maritime corridor over the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip. 
The attack comes despite a monthslong U.S.-led campaign in the region that has seen the Navy face its most intense maritime fighting since World War II, with near-daily attacks targeting commercial vessels and warship. 
The Liberian-flagged, Greek-owned-and-operated Tutor sank in the Red Sea, the British military's United Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations center said in a warning to sailors in the region. The Houthis, quoting foreign reports in media outlets they control, acknowledged the sinking. The U.S. military did not acknowledge the sinking, nor did it respond to requests for comment. 
United Nations human rights office spotlights 6 Israeli attacks on Gaza as possible crimes against humanity
GENEVA -- The United Nations human rights office has spotlighted six deadly bombing attacks by Israeli defense forces in Gaza during the first nine weeks of the war, saying they could amount to crimes against humanity.
The rights office says that more than eight months into the conflict, and despite commitments from Israel to look into such attacks, authorities have not produced transparent or credible investigations. Volker Turk, the U.N. human rights chief, said the requirement under international law that combatants avoid or minimize harm to civilians "appears to have been consistently violated" in Israel's bombing campaign.
The comments came along with the release of a new report Wednesday that seeks to highlight the dangers posed to civilians of the use of powerful weapons, including 2,000-pound GBU-31 bombs. It said a Dec. 2 attack on Shujaiya neighborhoods of Gaza City destroyed 15 buildings and damaged 14 others. Three of the strikes, it said, came with no advance warning.
Israeli authorities responded by defending their respect for proportionality and principle of distinction under international law. They also accused the rights office of bias and said it didn't have full information about the circumstances of the military operations.
The report, while mainly focusing on Israel, also said Palestinian armed groups have fired discriminately into Israel, possibly violating international law.
The office said part of the reason why the six attacks were spotlighted among thousands carried out was because it had extensive information about them.
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Power outage leaves millions of Ecuadorians in the dark after transmission line fails

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: People walk outside of a metro station after a blackout affected the entire country, in Quito, Ecuador, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. In some sectors of the country the outage lasted 20 minutes, but media outlets and social media users reported that the problem continued in most cities. (AP Photo/Dolores Ochoa)]
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                                        QUITO, Ecuador (AP) -- A failure in an energy transmission line on Wednesday produced an unexpected blackout throughout Ecuador, the government said, days after announcing that there would be power outages in the country due to production problems.
Ecuador's Minister of Energy Roberto Luque said in a message posted on X, formerly Twitter, that the failure was reported by the country's National Electricity Operator and caused "a cascade disconnection," leaving the nation without energy service.
He added that efforts are being made to solve the problem and repair faulty power lines as soon as possible.
In some sectors of the country the outage lasted 20 minutes, but media outlets and social media users reported that the problem continued in most cities.
Emilia Cevallos, a waitress in a restaurant north of the capital, Quito, said the blackout was surprising.

    


"We thought it was only in this sector, but when we left we realized that while some stores had connected generators, the majority did not have electricity," she said. "The traffic lights were not working either."
The Quito municipality said on X that traffic agents were mobilized to coordinate the flow of traffic. Quito Metro, the company that operates the city's subway system, said service was suspended as a result of the electrical failure.




Since last year, Ecuador has faced an electricity generation crisis that has led to rationing throughout the country. In April, the government of President Daniel Noboa began to ration electricity in the country's main cities as a drought linked to the El Nino weather pattern depleted reservoirs and limited output at hydroelectric plants that produce about 75% of the nation's power.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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On Juneteenth, monument dedicated in Alabama to those who endured slavery
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    [image: Visitors arrive at the National Monument to Freedom on Wednesday, June 19, 2024 in Montgomery, Ala. The monument is inscribed with 122,000 surnames that formerly enslaved people chose for themselves, as documented in the 1870 Census, after being emancipated at the Civil War's end. (AP Photo/Kim Chandler)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | Visitors arrive at the National Monument to Freedom on Wednesday, June 19, 2024 in Montgomery, Ala. The monument is inscribed with 122,000 surnames that formerly enslaved people chose for themselves, as documented in the 1870 Census, after being emancipated at the Civil War's end. (AP Photo/Kim Chandler)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Gabriella Jackson, 7, and Erica Jackson,9, look for familiar names at the dedication of the National Monument to Freedom on Wednesday, June 19, 2024 in Montgomery, Ala. The monument is inscribed with 122,000 surnames that formerly enslaved people chose for themselves, as documented in the 1870 Census, after being emancipated at the Civil War's end. (AP Photo/Kim Chandler)]
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[image: People visit the National Monument to Freedom on Wednesday, June 19, 2024 in Montgomery, Ala. The monument is inscribed with 122,000 surnames that formerly enslaved people chose for themselves, as documented in the 1870 Census, after being emancipated at the Civil War's end. (AP Photo/Kim Chandler)]
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[image: Bryan Stevenson, the founder of the Equal Justice Initiative, speaks with JoAnne Bland and other well-wishers after the dedication of the National Monument to Freedom on June 19, 2024, in Montgomery, Ala. (AP Photo/Kim Chandler)]
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                                        MONTGOMERY, Ala. (AP) -- Thousands of surnames grace the towering monument, representing the more than 4 million enslaved people who were freed after the Civil War.
The Equal Justice Initiative, a criminal justice reform nonprofit, invoked the Juneteenth holiday -- the day that commemorates the end of slavery in the U.S. -- on Wednesday as it dedicated its National Monument to Freedom.
The monument, which honors the people who endured and survived slavery, is the centerpiece of the new Freedom Monument Sculpture Park in Montgomery, Alabama, where art and historical artifacts tell the story of enslaved people in the United States. 
During the dedication ceremony, Equal Justice Initiative founder Bryan Stevenson recounted how enslaved people endured unspeakable horrors, but also left a legacy of perseverance and strength. 
"Enslaved people in this country did something remarkable that we need to acknowledge, that we need to recognize and that we need to celebrate. Enslaved people resisted. Enslaved people were resilient. Enslaved people found ways to make a way," Stevenson said.

    


Juneteenth is a day to confront the brutality of slavery and its impact, but he said it is also a day to celebrate the dignity and strength of people who managed to love and survive despite what they faced. 




"They never stopped believing. The never stopped yearning for freedom. This morning, as we leave here this Juneteenth morning, I hope we will be hopeful," Stevenson said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Juneteenth commemorates June 19, 1865, the day enslaved people in Galveston, Texas, found out they were free after the Civil War. The news came two months after the end of the Civil War and about 2 1/2 years after the Emancipation Proclamation.
Stretching four stories into the sky, the National Monument to Freedom is inscribed with 122,000 surnames that formerly enslaved people chose for themselves, as documented in the 1870 Census, after being emancipated at the Civil War's end. Those last names represent the more than 4 million enslaved people who were set free after emancipation.

    


The Equal Justice Initiative created the park to tell the story of enslaved people with honesty. The sculpture park is the third site created by the organization. The first two sites -- the National Memorial for Peace and Justice, a memorial to people slain in racial terror killings; and The Legacy Museum: From Enslavement to Mass Incarceration -- opened in 2018.
Dr. Michele R. Williams and her mother, Barbara Y. Williams, scanned the rows of names on Wednesday morning, looking for their family surname, Murdough.
"There's a story connected to every single name and the families that they represent," Michele Williams said. Their ancestor, a man named Moses, is believed to have lived in one of the two slave cabins that were taken from an Alabama plantation to become an exhibit at the sculpture park. 
"It was just heart-wrenching, but also super-moving," Michele Williams said of seeing the cabin. 
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Rifts seem to appear between Israel's political and military leadership over conduct of the Gaza war
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    [image: Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip walk through a makeshift tent camp in Khan Younis, Gaza, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)]
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[image: A Palestinian woman mourns over the body of her nephew, Hamza Al Raei, 11, killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip in a hospital in Deir al Balah on Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip in a hospital in Deir al Balah on Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: A Palestinian girl stands at the entrance of her family tent at a makeshift tent camp for those displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip in Khan Younis, Gaza, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)]
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        Rifts seem to appear between Israel's political and military leadership over conduct of the Gaza war
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[image: A Palestinian woman mourns over the body of her nephew, Hamza Al Raei, 11, killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip in a hospital in Deir al Balah on Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: Palestinians mourn their relatives killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip in a hospital in Deir al Balah on Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)]
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[image: A Palestinian girl stands at the entrance of her family tent at a makeshift tent camp for those displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip in Khan Younis, Gaza, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)]
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- The Israeli army's chief spokesman on Wednesday appeared to question the stated goal of destroying the Hamas militant group in Gaza in a rare public rift between the country's political and military leadership.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has insisted Israel will pursue the fight against Hamas, the group running the besieged Gaza Strip, until its military and governing capabilities in the Palestinian territory are eliminated. But with the war now in its ninth month, frustration has been mounting with no clear end or postwar plan in sight.
"This business of destroying Hamas, making Hamas disappear -- it's simply throwing sand in the eyes of the public," Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, the military spokesperson, told Israel's Channel 13 TV. "Hamas is an idea, Hamas is a party. It's rooted in the hearts of the people -- whoever thinks we can eliminate Hamas is wrong."

    


Netanyahu's office responded by saying that the country's security Cabinet, chaired by the prime minister, "has defined the destruction of Hamas' military and governing capabilities as one of the goals of the war. The Israeli military, of course, is committed to this."




The military quickly issued a clarification, saying it was "committed to achieving the goals of the war as defined by the Cabinet" and that it has been working on this "throughout the war, day and night, and will continue to do so."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hagari's comments, it said, "referred to the destruction of Hamas as an ideology and an idea, and this was said by him very clearly and explicitly," the military statement added. "Any other claim is taking things out of context."
There have already been open signs of discontent over the handling of the war by Netanyahu's government, a coalition that includes right-wing hard-liners who oppose any kind of settlement with Hamas. Months of internationally mediated truce talks, including a proposal floated this month by President Joe Biden, have stalled.

    


Benny Gantz, a former military chief and centrist politician, withdrew from Netanyahu's war Cabinet earlier this month, citing frustration over the prime minister's conduct of the war.
And early this week, Netanyahu expressed displeasure with the army's decision to declare a "tactical pause" in the southern Gaza city of Rafah to help deliver humanitarian aid to the besieged territory. An aide said Netanyahu was caught off guard by the announcement, and Israeli TV stations quoted him as saying "we have a country with an army, not an army with a country."
Israel attacked Gaza in response to Hamas' Oct. 7 cross-border attack into southern Israel, which killed some 1,200 people and took 250 hostage.
Israel's war effort initially enjoyed broad public support, but in recent months wide divisions have emerged. While Netanyahu has pledged "total victory," a growing array of critics and protesters have backed a cease-fire that would bring home the roughly 120 hostages still in Gaza. The Israeli military has already pronounced more than 40 of them dead, and officials fear that number will rise the longer the hostages are held.

    


Inside Gaza, the war has killed more than 37,100 Palestinians, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which doesn't distinguish between combatants and civilians. The war has largely cut off the flow of medicine, food and other supplies to Palestinians, who are facing widespread hunger.
The United Nations said Wednesday that its humanitarian workers were once again unable to pick up aid shipments at the Kerem Shalom border crossing from Israel because of a lack of law and order.
U.N. deputy spokesman Farhan Haq said that although there were no clashes along the route where Israel has declared a daily pause in fighting, the lawlessness in the area prevented U.N. workers from picking up aid. This means that no trucks have been able to use the new route since Israel announced the daily pause on Sunday.
In recent weeks, Israel's military has concentrated its offensive in the nearby city of Rafah, which lies on the border with Egypt and where it says Hamas' last remnants are holding out.

    


More than half of Gaza's population of 2.3 million people had earlier taken shelter in Rafah to escape fighting elsewhere in the territory, and the city is now nearly empty as the Israeli military carries out airstrikes and ground operations.
The Israeli military says it has killed over 500 militants and inflicted heavy damage on Hamas' forces, but officials expect the operation to continue for at least several more weeks.
Israel also has taken over a 14-kilometer (8-mile) corridor along Gaza's border with Egypt, including the Rafah border crossing. Footage circulating on social media shows the crossing blackened and destroyed, with only the former passenger terminal remaining intact. Before Israel moved into the area, the crossing was used to deliver humanitarian aid and to allow Palestinians to leave the territory.

    


The head of the Rafah municipality, Ahmed al-Sufi, said Wednesday that Israeli strikes have destroyed more than 70% of the facilities and infrastructure. He accused Israeli forces of systematically targeting camps in Rafah, adding that entire residential areas in one neighborhood have been destroyed. Al-Sufi didn't immediately respond to a request for additional information.
In a separate incident, 11 people were killed in an Israeli airstrike in Rafah, said Dr. Saleh al-Hamas of the nearby European Hospital. There were no further details and the Israeli military had no immediate comment.
___
Becatoros reported from Athens, Greece. Associated Press journalists Wafaa Shurafa in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip; Natalie Melzer in Nahariya, Israel; and Edith M. Lederer at the United Nations contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/israel-palestinians-hamas-war-news-06-19-2024-e8a9f21df42e7602ada9c3d29d9bbf83
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Russia and North Korea sign partnership deal that appears to be the strongest since the Cold War

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un signed a new partnership that includes a vow of mutual aid if either country is attacked, during a Wednesday summit that came as both face escalating standoffs with the West.
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un pose for a photo after the official welcome ceremony in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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            In talks with Putin, Kim vows 'full support' for Russia in Ukraine

        
        
            North Korean leader Kim Jong Un promised full support for Russia's war in Ukraine before starting a one on one meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin. 
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            North Korean leader Kim welcomes Russia's Putin at official ceremony in Pyongyang

        
        
            Russian President Vladimir Putin received an official welcoming ceremony at Pyongyang's main square Wednesday before beginning his summit talks with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un. North Korean state media described the meeting as a historic event that demonstrates the "invincibility and durability" of the two nations' friendship and unity. Putin arrived in Pyongyang early Wednesday, after he said the two countries want to cooperate closely to overcome U.S.-led sanctions in the face of intensifying confrontations with Washington. The visit comes amid growing concerns about an arms arrangement in which Pyongyang provides Moscow with munitions for the conflict in Ukraine in exchange for economic assistance and technology transfers.
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            Russia's Vladimir Putin arrives at Hanoi Airport for Vietnam state visit

        
        
            Russian President Vladimir Putin arrived in Vietnam early on Thursday. During the state visit Putin is scheduled to meet with Vietnam's most powerful politician, Communist Party General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong, and new President To Lam, as the Russian leader seeks to strengthen ties with a longtime partner. (AP video shot by: Hau Dinh)
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            Putin arrives in Vietnam after wrapping up North Korea visit - AP Explains

        
        
            Russian President Vladimir Putin arrived in Hanoi on Thursday for a state visit to the Southeast Asian nation. Putin's visit to Vietnam is taking place at a time when Moscow is facing growing international isolation because of its offensive in Ukraine. (AP video shot by: Hau Dinh)
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    [image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un exchange documents during a signing ceremony of the new partnership in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Putin and Kim signed a new partnership that includes a vow of mutual aid if either country is attacked, during a Wednesday summit that came as both face escalating standoffs with the West. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un pose for a photo during a signing ceremony of the new partnership in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un pose for a photo after the official welcome ceremony in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: A motorcade with Russian President Vladimir Putin drives along a street in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, second right, attend the talks in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Kristina Kormilitsyna, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: North Korea's people attend the official welcome ceremony with Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un in the Kim Il Sung Square in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Vladimir Smirnov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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North Korea's people attend the official welcome ceremony with Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un in the Kim Il Sung Square in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Vladimir Smirnov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: People, holding portraits of Russian President Vladimir Putin, greet and applaud as a motorcade with Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un move past in a street in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un shake hands while posing for a photo prior to their talks in Pyongyang, North Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un attend the official welcome ceremony in the Kim Il Sung Square in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un talk to each other during their tete-a-tete meeting in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, foreground, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, left, speak to the media after their talks in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 20 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, foreground, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, left, speak to the media after their talks in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, center left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un, center right, attend a gala concert in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un smile as they walk after the talks in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, second right, and North Korea's leader Kim Jong Un attend a wreath-laying ceremony at the Liberation Monument in Pyongyang, North Korea, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: A TV screen shows an image of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, right, and Russian President Vladimir Putin during a news program, at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. North Korean leader Kim promised full support for Russia's war in Ukraine before beginning a one-on-one meeting with Russian President Putin in Pyongyang on Wednesday, in a bid to expand their economic and military cooperation and show a united front against Washington. (AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin arrives at the Noi Bai International Airport in Hanoi, Vietnam, Thursday, June. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Minh Hoang)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin arrives at the Noi Bai International Airport in Hanoi, Vietnam, Thursday, June. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Minh Hoang)]
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[image: Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and Vietnamese Deputy Prime Minister Tran Hong Ha walk together after Putin's arrival at the Noi Bai International Airport in Hanoi, Vietnam, Thursday, June. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Minh Hoang)]
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[image: An air plane carrying Russian President Vladimir Putin arrives at the Noi Bai International Airport in Hanoi, Vietnam, Thursday, June. 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Minh Hoang)]
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                                        HANOI, Vietnam (AP) -- Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un signed an agreement Wednesday that pledges mutual aid if either country faces "aggression," a strategic pact that comes as both face escalating standoffs with the West.
Details of the deal were not immediately clear, but it could mark the strongest connection between Moscow and Pyongyang since the end of the Cold War. Both leaders described it as a major upgrade of their relations, covering security, trade, investment, cultural and humanitarian ties. 
The summit came as Putin visited North Korea for the first time in 24 years and the U.S. and its allies expressed growing concerns over a possible arms arrangement in which Pyongyang provides Moscow with badly needed munitions for its war in Ukraine, in exchange for economic assistance and technology transfers that could enhance the threat posed by Kim's nuclear weapons and missile program.

    


From North Korea, Putin traveled to Vietnam, where he exited his plane onto a red carpet and briefly shook hands with dignitaries while soldiers in white dress uniforms stood at attention. In Hanoi, Putin is scheduled to meet with Vietnam's most powerful politician, Communist Party General Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong, and new President To Lam, as the Russian leader seeks to strengthen ties with a longtime partner.




During Putin's visit to North Korea, Kim said the two countries had a "fiery friendship," and that the deal was their "strongest ever treaty," putting the relationship at the level of an alliance. He vowed full support for Russia's war in Ukraine.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Putin called it a "breakthrough document" reflecting shared desires to move relations to a higher level.
North Korea and the former Soviet Union signed a treaty in 1961 that experts say necessitated Moscow's military intervention if the North came under attack. The deal was discarded after the collapse of the USSR, replaced by one in 2000 that offered weaker security assurances. It wasn't immediately clear if the new deal provides a similar level of protection as the 1961 treaty.

    


Kim met Putin at the airport, where the two shook hands, hugged twice and rode together in a limousine. The huge motorcade rolled through the capital's brightly lit streets, where buildings were decorated with giant Russian flags and portraits of Putin.
After spending the night at a state guest house, Putin was welcomed Wednesday morning in a ceremony at the city's main square, filled with what appeared to be tens of thousands of spectators, including children with balloons and people in coordinated T-shirts of the red, white and blue national colors of both countries. Crowds lining the streets chanted "Welcome Putin," and waved flowers and flags.
Putin and Kim saluted an honor guard and walked across a red carpet. Kim introduced key members of his leadership, including Foreign Minister Choe Son Hui; top aide and ruling party secretary Jo Yong Won; and the leader's powerful sister, Kim Yo Jong.
At their talks, Putin thanked Kim for North Korea's support in Ukraine, part of what he said was a "fight against the imperialist hegemonistic policies of the U.S. and its satellites against the Russian Federation."

    


Putin praised ties that he traced to the Soviet army fighting the Japanese military on the Korean Peninsula at the end of World War II, and Moscow's support for Pyongyang during the Korean War.
What kind of support was pledged in the agreement was not spelled out. Explanations of the agreement by the leaders did not specify what the "mutual assistance" would be in the event of aggression against either country -- troops, materiel or some other sort of aid.
Kim has used similar language before, consistently saying North Korea supports what he describes as a just action to protect Russia's interests and blaming the crisis on the West's "hegemonic policy."
North Korea is under heavy U.N. Security Council sanctions over its weapons program, while Russia also faces sanctions by the U.S. and its Western partners over its invasion of Ukraine.

    


U.S. and South Korean officials accuse the North of providing Russia with artillery, missiles and other military equipment for use in Ukraine, possibly in return for key military technologies and aid. On Tuesday, a U.S. State Department spokesman said that in recent months, Washington has seen North Korea "unlawfully transfer dozens of ballistic missiles and over 11,000 containers of munitions to aid Russia's war effort."
Both Pyongyang and Moscow deny accusations of weapons transfers, which would violate multiple U.N. Security Council sanctions that Russia previously endorsed.
Along with China, Russia has provided political cover for Kim's efforts to advance his nuclear arsenal, repeatedly blocking U.S.-led efforts to impose fresh U.N. sanctions on the North over its weapons tests.

    


In March, a Russian veto in the Security Council ended monitoring of U.N. sanctions against North Korea over its nuclear program, prompting Western accusations that Moscow is seeking to avoid scrutiny as it buys weapons from Pyongyang.
Putin's foreign affairs adviser Yuri Ushakov told reporters in Pyongyang the leaders exchanged gifts. Putin presented Kim with a Russian-made Aurus limousine and other gifts, including a tea set and a naval officer's dagger. Ushakov said Kim's presents to Putin included artwork depicting the Russian leader.
Later, Putin and Kim attended a concert featuring marching soldiers, weapons-throwing, dancing and patriotic songs. Putin clapped and spoke to Kim through a translator, saying something that made both laugh.
The Russian leader also visited the Shurch of the Life-Giving Trinity in Pyongyang and gave a Trinity icon to the Orthodox church.
At a dinner before he left for Vietnam, Putin cited a proverb that said "a close neighbor is better than a distant relative," while Kim toasted the "immortality of the invincible DPRK-Russia relations that are the envy of the world."
The Kremlin's website said the leaders signed an agreement to build a road bridge on their border, and another on cooperation in health care, medical education and science. Putin also said that Russia would not rule out developing military-technical cooperation with North Korea.
In Washington, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken said Putin's visit illustrates how Russia tries, "in desperation, to develop and to strengthen relations with countries that can provide it with what it needs to continue the war of aggression that it started against Ukraine."
Koo Byoungsam, spokesperson of South Korea's Unification Ministry, which handles inter-Korean affairs, said the Seoul government was still interpreting the results of the summit, including what Russia's response might be if the North comes under attack.
China is North Korea's biggest ally and economic lifeline, accounting for most of the country's trade. Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian said high-level exchanges between Moscow and Pyongyang are "bilateral arrangements between two sovereign states," without giving a specific assessment of the agreements.
Sam Greene of the Center for European Policy Analysis said Putin's trip to Pyongyang is an indication of how beholden he is to some other countries since invading Ukraine. Previously, "it was always the North Koreans coming to Russia. It wasn't the other way around," he said.
The trip is a good way to make "the West nervous" by demonstrating Moscow has interests and clout beyond Ukraine, Greene added.
The North could also seek to increase labor exports to Russia and other activities to get foreign currency in defiance of U.N. sanctions, according to the Institute for National Security Strategy, a think tank run by South Korea's main spy agency. There will likely be talks about expanding cooperation in agriculture, fisheries and mining and further promoting Russian tourism to North Korea, the institute said.
Tensions on the Korean Peninsula are at their highest point in years, with the pace of both Kim's weapons tests and combined military exercises involving the U.S., South Korea and Japan intensifying in a tit-for-tat cycle. The Koreas also have engaged in Cold War-style psychological warfare.
___
Kim reported from Seoul, South Korea.
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    [image: In this undated photo provided by Massachusetts General Hospital, Dr. Francisco Lopera, left, of the University of Antioquia, a neurologist who has spent decades caring for a large Colombian family plagued by early-in-life Alzheimer's, confers with fellow researcher Yakeel Quiroz of Massachusetts General Hospital. (Massachusetts General Hospital via AP)]
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[image: Neuropsychologist Yakeel Quiroz, of Massachusetts General Hospital, poses for a selfie during an August 2023 trip to Colombia, where her research team studies a large extended family with an inherited form of Alzheimer's that strikes in their 40s. (Yakeel T. Quiroz via AP)]
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[image: Neuropsychologist Yakeel Quiroz poses for this undated selfie in front of a imaging screen. (Yakeel Quiroz via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | Neuropsychologist Yakeel Quiroz poses for this undated selfie in front of a imaging screen. (Yakeel Quiroz via AP)
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[image: Neuropsychologist Yakeel Quiroz poses for this undated selfie in front of a imaging screen. (Yakeel Quiroz via AP)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Scientists studying a family plagued by early-in-life Alzheimer's found some carry a genetic oddity that delays their initial symptoms by five years.
The finding points to novel ways of fighting the mind-robbing disease - if researchers can unravel how a single copy of that very rare gene variant offers at least a little protection.
"It opens new avenues," said neuropsychologist Yakeel Quiroz of Massachusetts General Hospital, who helped lead the study published Wednesday. "There are definitely opportunities to copy or mimic the effects."
The first hint of this genetic protection came a few years ago. Researchers were studying a huge family in Colombia that shares a devastating inherited form of Alzheimer's when they discovered one woman who escaped her genetic fate. Aliria Piedrahita de Villegas should have developed Alzheimer's symptoms in her 40s but instead made it to her 70s before suffering even mild cognitive trouble.

    


The big clue: She also harbored something incredibly rare, two copies of an unrelated gene named APOE3 that had a mutation dubbed Christchurch. That odd gene pair appeared to shield her, staving off her genetic predisposition for Alzheimer's.




Quiroz's team then tested more than 1,000 extended family members, and identified 27 who carry a single copy of that Christchurch variant. 
But would one copy be enough to offer any protection? Those Christchurch carriers on average showed their first signs of cognitive trouble at age 52, five years later than their relatives, concluded a collaboration that includes Mass General Brigham researchers and Colombia's University of Antioquia.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The findings, published in the New England Journal of Medicine, are encouraging, said Dr. Eliezer Masliah of the National Institute on Aging.
"It gives you a lot of comfort that modifying one of the copies could be really helpful," at least in helping to delay the disease, he said.

    


Already some very early work is beginning to explore if certain treatments might induce the protective mutation, he added.
More than 6 million Americans, and an estimated 55 million people worldwide, have Alzheimer's. Less than 1% of cases are like the Colombian family's, caused by a gene passed through generations that triggers the disease at unusually young ages.
Alzheimer's usually is a disease of people over age 65 and while simply getting older is the main risk, the APOE gene has long been known to play some role. It comes in three main varieties. Carrying one copy of the notorious APOE4 gene increases the risk -- and recent research found that having two copies of APOE4 can actually cause Alzheimer's in seniors. Another variety, APOE2, seems to reduce the risk while APOE3 has long been considered neutral.
Then came discovery of the Christchurch variant's seemingly protective role.
Silent changes in the brain precede Alzheimer's symptoms by at least two decades -- including buildup of a sticky protein called amyloid that, once it reaches certain levels, appears to trigger tangles of another protein, called tau, that kill brain cells. Earlier research has suggested something about the Christchurch variant impedes that tau transition.

    


Wednesday's study included brain scans from two people with a single Christchurch copy and autopsy analysis of four others who'd died. Quiroz cautioned there's still a lot to learn about how the rare variant affects the underlying Alzheimer's process -- including whether it affects the common old-age type -- but said tau and inflammation are among the suspects.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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Scorching temperatures, humidity making life miserable for millions from Midwest to Maine

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Vendors in Ohio are battling with heat while trying to sell produce. Extreme heat alerts are in effect for tens of millions of people in the United States as cities break heat records. A heat wave hit the Midwest Monday and is projected to last all week. (AP Video: Patrick Orsagos)
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            Vendors at Ohio farmers' market fight heat to sell local produce

        
        
            Vendors in Ohio are battling with heat while trying to sell produce. Extreme heat alerts are in effect for tens of millions of people in the United States as cities break heat records. A heat wave hit the Midwest Monday and is projected to last all week. (AP Video: Patrick Orsagos)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Vendors at Ohio farmers' market fight heat to sell local produce
Vendors in Ohio are battling with heat while trying to sell produce. Extreme heat alerts are in effect for tens of millions of people in the United States as cities break heat records. A heat wave hit the Midwest Monday and is projected to last all week. (AP Video: Patrick Orsagos)
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            Campers use paddle boards to escape Vermont heat dome

        
        
            Much of the Midwest and the Northeast is set to broil in extreme summer heat this week. Vermont residence Katie Lanni and her friend, Cloe Ashton, are planning to escape the heat dome by camping near water at Molly's Falls Pond State Park. (AP Video: Lisa Rathke)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Campers use paddle boards to escape Vermont heat dome
Much of the Midwest and the Northeast is set to broil in extreme summer heat this week. Vermont residence Katie Lanni and her friend, Cloe Ashton, are planning to escape the heat dome by camping near water at Molly's Falls Pond State Park. (AP Video: Lisa Rathke)



        
    



                        

                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Wyatt Seymore pours the last drops of liquid from a water bottle into his mouth as he takes a break from unloading a stiflingly hot trailer of fireworks outside Powder Monkey Fireworks ahead of the opening of the stand, Monday, June 17, 2024, in Weldon Spring, Mo. (AP Photo/Jeff Roberson)]
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            Workers cope with extreme heat in Midwest

        
        
            Workers are dealing with temperatures around 90 degrees Monday as a heat wave settles in across much of the Midwest. The heat and humidity could last much of the week.
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    [image: Amyia Garcia, 7, cools off in her backyard pool at her home in Springfield, Mass. (Don Treeger/The Republican via AP)]
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[image: Finoa Murdie, 10, jumps through the water at the Green River Timber Crib Dam in Guilford, Vt., on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Kristopher Radder /The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)]
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[image: Chad Welch of Holyoke chugs water while laying asphalt at Kenefick park in Springfield, Mass. (Don Treeger/The Republican via AP)]
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[image: People sit at a light rail stop as the temperature hits 104-degrees Monday, June 17, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)]
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[image: People cool down at the Green River Timber Crib Dam in Guilford, Vt., on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Kristopher Radder /The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)]
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People cool down at the Green River Timber Crib Dam in Guilford, Vt., on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Kristopher Radder /The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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[image: A woman wearing a sweatshirt on her head to protect herself from the sun walks across a crosswalk in downtown Washington, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. High temperatures are expected to stay in the 90s in the nation's capital for the rest of the week as a heat wave builds into the Northeast. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: Iris Murdie, 8 and her sister, Finoa, 10, play in the water at the Green River Timber Crib Dam in Guilford, Vt., on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Kristopher Radder /The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)]
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[image: Madeline Kilduff, 4, plays at the Green River Timber Crib Dam in Guilford, Vt., on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Kristopher Radder /The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)]
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[image: People cool down at the Green River Timber Crib Dam in Guilford, Vt., on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Kristopher Radder /The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)]
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[image: Workmen with the Architect of the Capitol office, perform maintenance on the irrigation system in a park near the Senate, at the Capitol in Washington, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Extreme heat is expected to break records for tens of millions of people in the United States this week. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)]
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[image: The cool waters of the Atlantic Ocean attract a crowd to Old Orchard Beach, Maine, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. The heat wave that has been hitting much of the United States is now moving into the Northeast. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: 9-year-old Wyatt Flagherty cooled off as temperatures rose in Louisville, Ky., at the Iroquois Park sprayground on Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (Jeff Faughender/Courier Journal/USA Today Network via AP)]
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- A blistering heat wave Wednesday extended from the Midwest to New England, leaving millions of people sweltering through the Juneteenth holiday, including in places like northern Maine where they rarely experience such conditions this early in the year. 
The city of Caribou, Maine, just 10 miles from the Canadian border, saw a record 103 degrees (39.4 C) on the heat index, which combines heat and humidity. The region was under a heat advisory until Wednesday evening and temperatures in Caribou were hotter than Miami: 94 degrees (34.4 C) compared with 89 (31.6 C), according to the National Weather Service.
Several residents said they were used to temperatures in the 70s and 80s in June and rarely this humid.
"I've seen this maybe one time before where it's been this hot in June," said Hannah Embelton, 22, a server at an ice cream store in Caribou, adding that customers were staying away from the soft serve options because they melt took quickly.

    


 "We usually never get the brunt of all this heat and humidity because we are so north. Just how hot it is, that is all everyone is talking about," she added.




Over at Moose River Campground, about 13 miles from the border, owner Lisa Hall was fixing a cabin faucet amid the sizzling temperatures and said such conditions are more common in mid July or early August.
"I am sweating like crazy and it's way too hot," she said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The dangerous temperatures were expected to peak in the eastern Great Lakes and New England on Wednesday and Thursday, and in the Ohio Valley and Mid-Atlantic on Friday and Saturday, the National Weather Service said. Heat index readings were expected to reach 100 to 105 degrees (37.7 C to 40.5 C) in many locations.
"We are seeing a ridge of upper level high pressure, which is bringing all this heat from the southern United States," said Kyle Pederson, meteorologist with the National Weather Service in Boston. 

    


"That is just causing lots of hot temperature in the mid- to upper 90s and the heat index to reach over 100. It's just going to make it feel warmer than it is outside," he said. "You will really feel that humidity and feel the heat quicker."
The conditions were expected to scale back some Juneteenth activities and limited options for relief. Cities that opened cooling centers this week advised that Wednesday's holiday meant some public libraries, senior centers and pools where residents could beat the heat would be closed.
That affected services in Indianapolis, where Horizon House, a daytime homeless service center, picked up slack from closed cooling centers and food pantries. The center served about 200 people a day this week, but the number jumped to 300 for lunch during its Juneteenth festival. It also gave out roughly 450 bottles of water.
"Today was downright swampy, "said Courtney Kay Meyers, director of development and communications. "We're really struggling to keep up with water and demand for water."
Officials have urged people to limit outdoor activities when possible and to check in with family members and neighbors who may be vulnerable to the heat.

    


In New York, state parks have free admission Wednesday and Thursday, and select state-run pools and beaches opened early for swimming, Gov. Kathy Hochul said. 
New York City beaches were open but public swimming pools there were closed until next week. The city has a list of hundreds of air conditioned sites that are free and open to the public. Public libraries, which have been used as cooling centers during other heat waves, were closed Wednesday because of the Juneteenth federal holiday.
Anne-Laure Bonhomme, a 43--year-old health coach, was visiting sites in New York with her family. "The humidity is pretty insane," she said.
People and even zoo animals were forced to find ways to thwart the muggy weather.
High humidity lingered over Indianapolis Wednesday making the deceptively cloudy day warm and unenjoyable. Parks and walking trails were sparsely populated despite the holiday.
The Bennett family considered taking their 7-year-old and 4-month old to the pool or a splash pad on their day off of work, but decided it would still be too warm for the kids. Instead, Kayla and Sarah drove from Muncie to the Indiana State Museum in downtown Indianapolis to visit the indoor exhibits in the air conditioning.

    


"We decided to do something inside," Kayla said. 
A recent study found that climate change is making heat waves move more slowly and affect more people for a longer time. Last year, the U.S. saw the greatest number of heat waves -- abnormally hot weather lasting more than two days -- since 1936. 
Chicago broke a 1957 temperature record Monday with a high of 97 degrees (36.1 C). A cold front was expected to bring relief to areas near Lake Michigan on Thursday and Friday, the National Weather Service in Chicago said.

    


In California, wildfires erupted east of San Francisco in the state's historic Gold Country region and in the mountains of northern Los Angeles County after what had been a quiet start to fire season. Wildfires in southern New Mexico damaged 500 buildings Tuesday in a mountain village of 7,000 people that had been evacuated with little time to spare.
Meanwhile, a fresh batch of tropical moisture was bringing an increasing threat of heavy rain and flash flooding to the central Gulf Coast. Hurricane season this year is forecast to be among the most active in recent memory.
___
Follow AP's coverage of weather at https://apnews.com/hub/weather
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Hundreds died during this year's Hajj pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia amid intense heat, officials say

    Hundreds died during this year's Hajj pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia amid intense heat, officials say

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Muslim pilgrims use umbrellas to shield themselves from the sun as they arrive to cast stones at pillars in the symbolic stoning of the devil, the last rite of the annual hajj, in Mina, near the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Muslim pilgrims were wrapping up the Hajj pilgrimage in the deadly summer heat on Tuesday with the third day of the symbolic stoning of the devil, and the farewell circling around Kaaba in Mecca's Grand Mosque. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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[image: A pilgrim receives cold water spray after she cast stones at a pillar in the symbolic stoning of the devil, the last rite of the annual Hajj pilgrimage in Mina, near the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Muslim pilgrims were wrapping up the Hajj pilgrimage in the deadly summer heat on Tuesday with the third day of the symbolic stoning of the devil, and the farewell circling around Kaaba in Mecca's Grand Mosque. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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[image: Muslim pilgrims rest after casting stones at pillars in the symbolic stoning of the devil, the last rite of the annual hajj, in Mina, near the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Muslim pilgrims were wrapping up the Hajj pilgrimage in the deadly summer heat on Tuesday with the third day of the symbolic stoning of the devil, and the farewell circling around Kaaba in Mecca's Grand Mosque. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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        Hundreds died during this year's Hajj pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia amid intense heat, officials say
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[image: A pilgrim receives cold water spray after she cast stones at a pillar in the symbolic stoning of the devil, the last rite of the annual Hajj pilgrimage in Mina, near the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Muslim pilgrims were wrapping up the Hajj pilgrimage in the deadly summer heat on Tuesday with the third day of the symbolic stoning of the devil, and the farewell circling around Kaaba in Mecca's Grand Mosque. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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[image: A pilgrim offer prayers after she cast stones at a pillar in the symbolic stoning of the devil, the last rite of the annual Hajj pilgrimage in Mina, near the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Muslim pilgrims were wrapping up the Hajj pilgrimage in the deadly summer heat on Tuesday with the third day of the symbolic stoning of the devil, and the farewell circling around Kaaba in Mecca's Grand Mosque. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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[image: Muslim pilgrims cast stones at pillars in the symbolic stoning of the devil, the last rite of the annual hajj, in Mina, near the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Muslim pilgrims were wrapping up the Hajj pilgrimage in the deadly summer heat on Tuesday with the third day of the symbolic stoning of the devil, and the farewell circling around Kaaba in Mecca's Grand Mosque. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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[image: Muslim pilgrims use umbrellas to shield themselves from the sun as they arrive to cast stones at pillars in the symbolic stoning of the devil, the last rite of the annual hajj, in Mina, near the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Muslim pilgrims were wrapping up the Hajj pilgrimage in the deadly summer heat on Tuesday with the third day of the symbolic stoning of the devil, and the farewell circling around Kaaba in Mecca's Grand Mosque. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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[image: Muslim pilgrims rest after casting stones at pillars in the symbolic stoning of the devil, the last rite of the annual hajj, in Mina, near the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Muslim pilgrims were wrapping up the Hajj pilgrimage in the deadly summer heat on Tuesday with the third day of the symbolic stoning of the devil, and the farewell circling around Kaaba in Mecca's Grand Mosque. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)]
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                                        MECCA, Saudi Arabia (AP) -- Hundreds of people died during this year's Hajj pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia as the faithful faced intense high temperatures at Islamic holy sites in the desert kingdom, officials said Wednesday as people tried to claim their loved ones' bodies. 
Saudi Arabia has not commented on the death toll amid the heat during the pilgrimage, required of every able Muslim once in their life, nor offered any causes for those who died. However, hundreds of people had lined up at the Emergency Complex in Al-Muaisem neighborhood in Mecca, trying to get information about their missing family members. 
One list circulating online suggested at least 550 people died during the five-day Hajj. A medic who spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity to discuss information not released publicly by the government said that the names listed appeared genuine. That medic and another official who also spoke on condition of anonymity for the same reason said they believed at least 600 bodies were at the facility.

    


Deaths are not uncommon at the Hajj, which has seen at times over 2 million people travel to Saudi Arabia. There have also been stampedes and epidemics through the pilgrimage's history.




Each year, the Hajj draws hundreds of thousands of pilgrims from low-income nations, "many of whom have had little, if any, pre-Hajj health care," according to an article in the April edition of the Journal of Infection and Public Health. Communicable illnesses can spread among the gathered masses, many of whom save their entire lives for the pilgrimage and can be elderly with preexisting health conditions, it said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

However, the number of dead this year suggests something caused the fatalities to swell. Already, several countries have said some of their pilgrims died because of the heat that swept across the holy sites at Mecca, including Jordan and Tunisia.

    


Khalid Bashir Bazaz, an Indian pilgrim, speaking near the Grand Mosque on Wednesday, said he "saw a lot of people collapsing to the ground unconscious" during this year's Hajj.
Temperatures on Tuesday reached 47 degrees Celsius (117 degrees Fahrenheit) in Mecca and the sacred sites in and around the city, according to the Saudi National Center for Meteorology. Some people fainted while trying to perform the symbolic stoning of the devil. 
Many Egyptians said they lost track of their loved ones in the heat and the crowds. More than 1.83 million Muslims performed the Hajj in 2024, including more than 1.6 million from 22 countries, and around 222,000 Saudi citizens and residents, according to the Saudi Hajj authorities.
On Wednesday at the medical complex in Mecca, an Egyptian man broke down when he heard his mother was among the dead. He cried for some time before grabbing his cellphone and calling their travel agent. 
"He left her to die," he shouted, referring to the agent. The crowd tried to calm him down. 
Security appeared tight at the complex, with an official reading out names of the dead and the nationalities, which included people from Algeria, Egypt and India. Those who said they were kin of the dead were allowed inside to identify the deceased. 

    


The AP could not independently confirm the causes of death for the people whose bodies were held at the complex. Saudi officials did not respond to questions seeking more information. 
The kingdom's ruling Al Saud family maintains a major influence in the Muslim world through its oil wealth and management of Islam's holiest sites. Like Saudi monarchs before him, King Salman has taken the title of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, referring to the Grand Mosque in Mecca, home to the cube-shaped Kaaba that Muslims pray towards five times a day, and the Prophet's Mosque in the nearby city of Medina. 
Saudi Arabia has spent billions of dollars on crowd control and safety measures for those attending the annual five-day pilgrimage, but the sheer number of participants makes ensuring their safety difficult. 
Climate change could make the risk even greater. A 2019 study by experts at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology found that even if the world succeeds in mitigating the worst effects of climate change, the Hajj would be held in temperatures exceeding an "extreme danger threshold" from 2047 to 2052, and from 2079 to 2086.

    


Islam follows a lunar calendar, so the Hajj falls around 11 days earlier each year. By 2029, the Hajj will occur in April, and in the next several years after that it will fall in the winter, when temperatures are milder.
A 2015 stampede in Mina during the hajj killed over 2,400 pilgrims, the deadliest incident to ever strike the pilgrimage, according to an AP count. Saudi Arabia has never acknowledged the full toll of the stampede. A separate crane collapse at Mecca's Grand Mosque, which preceded the Mina disaster that same year, killed 111 people.

    


The second-deadliest incident at hajj was a 1990 stampede that killed 1,426 people.
___
Associated Press writer Jon Gambrell in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, contributed to this report. 
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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    [image: Lionel Messi, bottom left, works out with his team, Argentina, before a COPA soccer match, Monday, June 17, 2024, in Kennesaw, Ga. Argentina plays team Canada on June 20, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)]
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                                        BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) -- It's sad but true, Copa America could mark Lionel Messi's final chapter with Argentina's national soccer team.
The World Cup winner will turn 37 during the tournament in the United States, which kicks off Thursday. He's clearly past his peak at Inter Miami after two decades of playing at the highest level in Europe.
Messi has not set a date for his retirement and has kept the door open to playing in a sixth World Cup in 2026 to defend his title from Qatar. But he already recognizes his shortcomings.
"I don't think about that yet. The moment I feel that I am not going to help my team, I will retire," Messi said in March in an interview with Saudi broadcaster Riyad Season. "I always ate well, trained. But as I grew I became aware that the physical effort we make is getting harder. As you grow old, things become more difficult."

    


Last year, the eight-time Ballon d'Or winner struggled with muscular injuries while playing in MLS and for Argentina. That didn't change much in 2024.
Messi has shown he enjoys going out at night with his wife, Antonella, and his friends in Miami. He spends time with his three children, starts new businesses and lives as if soccer is slowly becoming a smaller part of his life.




Still, he has 12 goals and 13 assists for Inter Miami this season.
"I have a good time at the club. I am lucky to have teammates and friends (Luis Suarez, Sergio Busquets and Jordi Alba, all former Barcelona players) by my side," Messi told ESPN. "I have a good time in the national team, where I have teammates and friends, too. And I enjoy the little details that I know that when I don't play anymore, I'm going to miss."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Angel di Maria, a 36-year-old winger who has played alongside Messi for years with the national team, is sure to bid farewell to international soccer after the Copa America. That has also brought more questions about whether the team's biggest star will remain on the squad.

    


"As long as I feel like I'm fine and I can continue contributing, I'm going to do it. Today, the only thing I think about is getting to the Copa America well and being able to compete in it," Messi told the Star Plus platform in December. "Fighting for it again, as we always did, trying to be champions."
Argentina's all-time top scorer and the national team's leader with 26 World Cup appearances is also seeking records in the continental competition.
Messi, who won the South American championship in 2021, wants to become the Copa America's leading scorer. He has 13 goals in six editions, four behind Norberto Mendez of Argentina and Zizinho of Brazil with 17.
He also wants to be the player with most appearances in the Copa America, a record he currently shares with former Chile goalkeeper Sergio Livingston, both with 34 games.
Messi's teammates don't want to see him go.
"We'll see how long, but while he's here we're going to enjoy it to the fullest," Argentina defender Cristian Romero said. "We grew up watching him. We are part of those tournaments."
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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[image: A refreshments stand is seen at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 31 | A refreshments stand is seen at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A person walks by a Rickwood Field, "hall of fame," said to be former players of the baseball field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: Painted flags of the Rickwood Field Championships are seen, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 31 | Painted flags of the Rickwood Field Championships are seen, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Former locker rooms are seen at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 31 | Former locker rooms are seen at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: New MLB signs adorn the outfield walls at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 31 | New MLB signs adorn the outfield walls at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: A manual scoreboard is seen at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 31 | A manual scoreboard is seen at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: A section of seats is seen near the outfield at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 31 | A section of seats is seen near the outfield at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: Jabreil Weir, head grounds keeper, poses for a photograph at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 31 | Jabreil Weir, head grounds keeper, poses for a photograph at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: A production member shows the Associated Press an image of former baseball player Willie Mays and other former Birmingham Black Barrons players at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Mays played for the Birmingham Black Barons at the start of his career. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 31 | A production member shows the Associated Press an image of former baseball player Willie Mays and other former Birmingham Black Barrons players at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Mays played for the Birmingham Black Barons at the start of his career. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: Seats near the infield are seen at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 31 | Seats near the infield are seen at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: A manual scoreboard is seen through an opening door to the field at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 31 | A manual scoreboard is seen through an opening door to the field at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: An antique chair, formally used inside Rickwood Field, was put into a storage area, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 31 | An antique chair, formally used inside Rickwood Field, was put into a storage area, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: A display shows memorabilia, Monday, June 10, 2024, from a film called "42" that was filmed at Rickwood Field, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            24 of 31 | A display shows memorabilia, Monday, June 10, 2024, from a film called "42" that was filmed at Rickwood Field, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: A Rickwood Field baseball is on display in a shop, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 31 | A Rickwood Field baseball is on display in a shop, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: A plane flys over railroad tracks as the sun rises near downtown Birmingham, Ala, on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            26 of 31 | A plane flys over railroad tracks as the sun rises near downtown Birmingham, Ala, on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: Sloss Furnaces National Historic Landmark is seen through tree brush near downtown Birmingham, Ala, on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            27 of 31 | Sloss Furnaces National Historic Landmark is seen through tree brush near downtown Birmingham, Ala, on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: The sun rises over the horizon near the Sloss Furnaces National Historic Landmark in Birmingham, Ala, on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            28 of 31 | The sun rises over the horizon near the Sloss Furnaces National Historic Landmark in Birmingham, Ala, on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: Bethel Baptist Church is seen on Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Bill Greason, a former Birmingham Black Barons baseball player, who is now a Baptist minister at Bethel Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            29 of 31 | Bethel Baptist Church is seen on Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Bill Greason, a former Birmingham Black Barons baseball player, who is now a Baptist minister at Bethel Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: The city of Birmingham is seen, Tuesday, June, 12, 2024 in Birmingham, Ala. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024.]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            30 of 31 | The city of Birmingham is seen, Tuesday, June, 12, 2024 in Birmingham, Ala. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024.
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[image: The sun peaks through the clouds at Vulcan Park and Museum, Tuesday, June, 12, 2024 in Birmingham, Ala. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024.]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            31 of 31 | The sun peaks through the clouds at Vulcan Park and Museum, Tuesday, June, 12, 2024 in Birmingham, Ala. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024.
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        Rickwood Field, Willie Mays' first pro park and monument of opportunity and oppression, welcomes MLB

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: A person drives a golf cart through a construction site at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 31 | A person drives a golf cart through a construction site at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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A person drives a golf cart through a construction site at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: The front entrance is seen at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 31 | The front entrance is seen at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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The front entrance is seen at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: Rickwood Field is seen from the roof, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 31 | Rickwood Field is seen from the roof, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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Rickwood Field is seen from the roof, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: Gerald Watkins, the chair of the nonprofit group, Friends of Rickwood Field poses for a photograph at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 31 | Gerald Watkins, the chair of the nonprofit group, Friends of Rickwood Field poses for a photograph at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 31
Gerald Watkins, the chair of the nonprofit group, Friends of Rickwood Field poses for a photograph at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: Gerald Watkins, the chair of the nonprofit group, Friends of Rickwood Field poses for a photograph at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 31 | Gerald Watkins, the chair of the nonprofit group, Friends of Rickwood Field poses for a photograph at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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Gerald Watkins, the chair of the nonprofit group, Friends of Rickwood Field poses for a photograph at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: Former uniforms of the Birmingham Barons baseball team and gloves are on display in a shop near Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 31 | Former uniforms of the Birmingham Barons baseball team and gloves are on display in a shop near Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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Former uniforms of the Birmingham Barons baseball team and gloves are on display in a shop near Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: Baseball memorabilia is on display in a shop near Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: An antique chair, formally used inside Rickwood Field, is on display in a shop, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: A manual scoreboard is seen at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: A person walks through an opening near the roof at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: A grounds keeper tends to the field, mowing the outfield grass at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: A refreshments stand is seen at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: A person walks by a Rickwood Field, "hall of fame," said to be former players of the baseball field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: Painted flags of the Rickwood Field Championships are seen, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: Former locker rooms are seen at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: New MLB signs adorn the outfield walls at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: A manual scoreboard is seen at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: A section of seats is seen near the outfield at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: Jabreil Weir, head grounds keeper, poses for a photograph at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: A production member shows the Associated Press an image of former baseball player Willie Mays and other former Birmingham Black Barrons players at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Mays played for the Birmingham Black Barons at the start of his career. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: Seats near the infield are seen at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: A manual scoreboard is seen through an opening door to the field at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 31 | A manual scoreboard is seen through an opening door to the field at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    22 of 31
A manual scoreboard is seen through an opening door to the field at Rickwood Field, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: An antique chair, formally used inside Rickwood Field, was put into a storage area, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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[image: A display shows memorabilia, Monday, June 10, 2024, from a film called "42" that was filmed at Rickwood Field, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A Rickwood Field baseball is on display in a shop, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            25 of 31 | A Rickwood Field baseball is on display in a shop, Monday, June 10, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: A plane flys over railroad tracks as the sun rises near downtown Birmingham, Ala, on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            26 of 31 | A plane flys over railroad tracks as the sun rises near downtown Birmingham, Ala, on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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A plane flys over railroad tracks as the sun rises near downtown Birmingham, Ala, on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: Sloss Furnaces National Historic Landmark is seen through tree brush near downtown Birmingham, Ala, on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            27 of 31 | Sloss Furnaces National Historic Landmark is seen through tree brush near downtown Birmingham, Ala, on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: The sun rises over the horizon near the Sloss Furnaces National Historic Landmark in Birmingham, Ala, on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            28 of 31 | The sun rises over the horizon near the Sloss Furnaces National Historic Landmark in Birmingham, Ala, on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: Bethel Baptist Church is seen on Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Bill Greason, a former Birmingham Black Barons baseball player, who is now a Baptist minister at Bethel Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            29 of 31 | Bethel Baptist Church is seen on Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Bill Greason, a former Birmingham Black Barons baseball player, who is now a Baptist minister at Bethel Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    29 of 31
Bethel Baptist Church is seen on Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Birmingham, Ala. Bill Greason, a former Birmingham Black Barons baseball player, who is now a Baptist minister at Bethel Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama. Rickwood Field, known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will be the site of a special regular season game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Brynn Anderson)
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[image: The city of Birmingham is seen, Tuesday, June, 12, 2024 in Birmingham, Ala. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024.]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            30 of 31 | The city of Birmingham is seen, Tuesday, June, 12, 2024 in Birmingham, Ala. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024.
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The city of Birmingham is seen, Tuesday, June, 12, 2024 in Birmingham, Ala. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024.
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[image: The sun peaks through the clouds at Vulcan Park and Museum, Tuesday, June, 12, 2024 in Birmingham, Ala. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024.]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            31 of 31 | The sun peaks through the clouds at Vulcan Park and Museum, Tuesday, June, 12, 2024 in Birmingham, Ala. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024.
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The sun peaks through the clouds at Vulcan Park and Museum, Tuesday, June, 12, 2024 in Birmingham, Ala. Birmingham will host a regular season MLB baseball game at Rickwood Field. It's known as one of the oldest professional ballpark in the United States and former home of the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues. The game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants is set to be played on June 20, 2024.
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                                        BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (AP) -- Gerald Watkins watched Aaron Judge, Giancarlo Stanton and other New York Yankees wade through stalks of corn onto an Iowa field in 2021, near the filming site for the 1989 baseball movie "Field of Dreams."
Watkins thought about Rickwood Field, the 114-year-old ballpark in his hometown of Birmingham, Alabama, where Willie Mays got his start, and he called Major League Baseball with a pitch.
"The Field of Dreams is really cool," Watkins, 68, said, "but we have a real Field of Dreams here. This is a place where Willie Mays, among others, was standing in the outfield dreaming about being in the big leagues."
Now, the big leagues are coming to Birmingham. Rickwood Field, the oldest professional ballpark in the U.S. and former home to baseball Hall of Famer Mays and the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro Leagues, will host an MLB game between the St. Louis Cardinals and San Francisco Giants on Thursday.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Rickwood Field, Willie Mays' first pro park and monument of opportunity and oppression, welcomes MLB
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Mike Hempen reports Major League Baseball is paying tribute to the Negro Leagues and the late Willie Mays with a game at Birmingham's Rickwood Field.

    


    


The game meant to honor Mays and many other Negro Leaguers will be both somber and reminiscent. Mays, the electrifying center fielder who left an enduring mark on baseball, died Tuesday, a day after announcing that he wouldn't attend the game in person.




"All of Major League Baseball is in mourning today as we are gathered at the very ballpark where a career and a legacy like no other began," MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred said in a statement. "Willie Mays took his all-around brilliance from the Birmingham Black Barons of the Negro American League to the historic Giants franchise. From coast to coast in New York and San Francisco, Willie inspired generations of players and fans as the game grew and truly earned its place as our National Pastime."
Rickwood Field -- a landmark of hope

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Rickwood Field sits just a few miles west of downtown Birmingham -- a rustic and modest green landmark with hints of history layered in its walls.
It's a time capsule of opportunity and oppression -- a site for social gatherings like women's suffrage rallies and other political events, and host to the best baseball talents of the 20th century. Commercials and baseball films have also been shot there, including parts of the Jackie Robinson biopic "42."

    


Rickwood Field hosted Alabama's first integrated sports team, the minor league Birmingham Barons, in 1964 -- 17 years after Robinson integrated the majors. And it has seen more than 50% of baseball Hall of Famers walk its grounds, from legendary Negro Leaguers like Mays, Josh Gibson and Satchel Paige to MLB greats Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig and Mickey Mantle.
"The majors? I didn't dream about the impossible," Mays recently told the San Francisco Chronicle. "I was taught to see your goal in your mind and work toward it. I could work toward getting to Rickwood Field and the Birmingham Black Barons. I didn't need to dream for that. For that, I needed to work hard. So, I did. Rickwood became my training ground."
Mays became a star there at only 17 years old, helping the Black Barons reach the Negro League World Series in 1948. Major league scouts came to see him play, and the Black Barons were so popular locally that ministers sometimes preached early on Sundays to accommodate fans eager to attend games.

    


"Rickwood is special because it's where so many baseball careers began, and it's still standing," said Roy Wood Jr., a comedian and actor born in Birmingham. "When you're there, you can still feel that history. I feel as strongly about Rickwood as someone would (feel) visiting their childhood home as an adult."
Wood played high school baseball at Rickwood Field in the 1990s. At the time, he said Rickwood was just another place for him to play the sport he loved. That changed when he learned the history.
'A place where horror was allowed to take a pause'
The 10,800-seat stadium opened in 1910 during a time when baseball was the premier sport in Alabama. With few major league franchises in the South during those days, baseball fans in Alabama clung to minor league teams like the all-white Birmingham Barons, who played at Rickwood from 1910-1961, 1964-65 and 1981-87. Other white stars -- like Hall of Famers Ty Cobb and Honus Wagner -- came through Rickwood for spring exhibitions. Alabama and Auburn both used Rickwood as home fields for their college football teams.

    


For Black people, Rickwood and the Negro Leagues were an introduction to Black athletic talent.
"This league creates common heroes, common teams," said Rob Ruck, a historian focusing on Black and Latino roots in sport, "a national institution that Black Americans rally around, and it gives them a collective self-esteem because of their abilities in sport."
The field was also a bright spot amid the fight for racial equality in the 1950s and 1960s. Alabama, one of the epicenters of the Civil Rights Movement, was the site of marches for voting rights and boycotts, as well as brutal beatings, civil unrest and deadly bombings.
"It was a place where horror was allowed to take a pause for nine innings," Wood said. " ... Rickwood was never going to solve Black people's problems, but it represented a place where Black people didn't have to think about them for a few hours."

    



    
        
            
                

            

        

    

Maintaining history
The ballpark is still standing against many odds. Built around the same time as Pittsburgh's Forbes Field, Philadelphia's Shibe Park, Chicago's Comiskey Park and Detroit's Tiger Stadium, Rickwood has outlasted them all, with high school and college games still being played there.
Watkins and the Friends of Rickwood organization made up of about 30 volunteers have maintained it, along with others like Jabreil Weir, the head groundskeeper in charge of the field's day-to-day upkeep.
"Who would have thought MLB would come to Birmingham, Alabama?" Weir said. "Who ever thought that I would be in the position that I am to be a part of this event? These are moments that you dream of."
Weir has worked with MLB in preparing the stadium to host a major league game. Renovations include a new field with lights, upgraded dugouts, a new drainage system and a new backstopping netting system to protect fans during the game, according to Murray Cook, MLB's field and stadium consultant.
Other events have been held this week, including a Double-A game at the ballpark on Tuesday between the Birmingham Barons and Montgomery Biscuits of the Southern League. The game was paused while the PA announcer shared news of Mays' death, and fans reacted by standing, cheering and chanting "Willie! Willie!"
The game is part of an ongoing effort by MLB to highlight and celebrate achievements of Black players -- a push that comes amid criticism for a league where the percentage of Black major leaguers is historically low. MLB's endeavors have also included grassroots programs for underprivileged youth players and the recent integration of Negro Leagues statistics into its official records.
"This gives us an opportunity to talk about race in the context of sport," Ruck said, adding later, "We've got to talk about race in serious ways, and I think this game, the stats, make that happen."
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mlb-rickwood-field-negro-leagues-c99af1e0ed5cd56b7f871d92dfc2f23c
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    [image: New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon, left, and Japan Prime Minister Fumio Kishida shake hands prior to their bilateral meeting at Kishida's office in Tokyo Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (David Mareuil/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon speaks during a joint press conference with Japan Prime Minister Fumio Kishida following their bilateral meeting at Kishida's office in Tokyo Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (David Mareuil/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: Japan Prime Minister Fumio Kishida speaks during a joint press conference with New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon following their bilateral meeting at Kishida's office in Tokyo Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (David Mareuil/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon, left, and Japan Prime Minister Fumio Kishida Fumio prepare to attend a joint press conference following their bilateral meeting at Kishida's office in Tokyo Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (David Mareuil/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon, left, and Japan Prime Minister Fumio Kishida prepare to attend a bilateral meeting at Kishida's office in Tokyo Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (David Mareuil/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon speaks during a joint press conference with Japan Prime Minister Fumio Kishida following their bilateral meeting at Kishida's office in Tokyo Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (David Mareuil/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon, left, and Japan Prime Minister Fumio Kishida Fumio prepare to attend a joint press conference following their bilateral meeting at Kishida's office in Tokyo Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (David Mareuil/Pool Photo via AP)]
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[image: New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon speaks during a joint press conference with Japan Prime Minister Fumio Kishida following their bilateral meeting at Kishida's office in Tokyo Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (David Mareuil/Pool Photo via AP)]
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New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon speaks during a joint press conference with Japan Prime Minister Fumio Kishida following their bilateral meeting at Kishida's office in Tokyo Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (David Mareuil/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: Japan Prime Minister Fumio Kishida speaks during a joint press conference with New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon following their bilateral meeting at Kishida's office in Tokyo Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (David Mareuil/Pool Photo via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 7 | Japan Prime Minister Fumio Kishida speaks during a joint press conference with New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon following their bilateral meeting at Kishida's office in Tokyo Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (David Mareuil/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 7
Japan Prime Minister Fumio Kishida speaks during a joint press conference with New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon following their bilateral meeting at Kishida's office in Tokyo Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (David Mareuil/Pool Photo via AP)
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[image: New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon speaks during a joint press conference with Japan Prime Minister Fumio Kishida following their bilateral meeting at Kishida's office in Tokyo Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (David Mareuil/Pool Photo via AP)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Japan and New Zealand agreed Wednesday in principle on an intelligence sharing pact as their leaders shared concerns over the increasingly challenging security environment in the region, including closer ties between Russia and North Korea. 
In a joint statement, Prime Minister Fumio Kishida and his New Zealand counterpart Christopher Luxon expressed concern about rising tension in the South China Sea, where China has become increasingly assertive in pressing its territorial claims.
Kishida and Luxon "welcomed the agreement in principle of an information security agreement" to facilitate classified information sharing, according to the statement released by Japan's Foreign Ministry.
The two leaders also agreed to accelerate talks toward signing a pact that would allow the two countries' forces to share logistical support and supplies during bilateral training and other operations. 

    


Under Japan's 2022 national security strategy the country has been accelerating military buildup and expanding defense partnerships amid threats from China, North Korea and Russia.
Kishida and Luxon condemned "in the strongest possible terms" the increasing military cooperation between North Korea and Russia, including the North's shipment to Russia of ballistic missiles used against Ukraine, the joint statement said.




"There is no more important time than right now for our two countries to be engaging together to understand and to respond to the serious regional issues in Japan's neighborhood," Luxon told a joint news conference after the talks. He said the two leaders discussed Russian President Vladimir Putin's visit to Pyongyang and "how North Korea is fueling Russia's illegal war in Ukraine."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Putin and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un on Wednesday signed an agreement that pledged mutual aid if either country faces "aggression," at a summit held at a time both face escalating standoffs from the West.

    


Putin's visit was his first in 24 years as the United States and its allies expressed growing concerns over a possible arms arrangement in which Pyongyang provides Moscow with badly needed munitions for its war in Ukraine, in exchange for economic assistance and technology transfers that could enhance the threat posed by North Korea's nuclear weapons and missile program.
Japan has signed similar intelligence agreements with eight other countries including the United States, Australia, Britain, India and South Korea, as well as with NATO. Japan is also negotiating with Canada over a similar deal and has agreed with Ukraine to start talks.
___
AP video journalist Richard Colombo contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/japan-new-zealand-security-9a74742d0c6e3441bf18c466c051daad
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[image: The Associated Press religion reporter Darren Sands poses by the gravestone of his great-great-great-great-grandfather and Civil War soldier Hewlett Sands in Westbury, N.Y., Monday, June 17, 2024. Hewlett Sands, born into slavery, served in the 26th United States Colored Infantry. He will be honored in a Juneteenth ceremony in Washington, D.C., along with about 200,000 other Black soldiers who fought to preserve the Union. (AP Photo/Lonnie Sands)]
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[image: Associated Press reporter Darren Sands, second from right, reads the names of United States Colored Troops regimental soldiers, including his great-great-great-great grandfather Hewlett Sands, at the African American Civil War Memorial as part of Juneteenth commemorations on Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: Associated Press reporter Darren Sands, left, and his wife Jummy Olabanji Sands, right, hold a U.S. flag and a flag from the 26th United States Colored Infantry, which his great-great-great-great grandfather Hewlett Sands served in, at the African American Civil War Memorial during Juneteenth commemorations on Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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[image: Associated Press reporter Darren Sands, second from right, reads the names of United States Colored Troops regimental soldiers, including his great-great-great-great grandfather Hewlett Sands, at the African American Civil War Memorial as part of Juneteenth commemorations on Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- It was the middle of the night in the summer of 2021 when I finally found the missing piece of my family history.
My great-great-great-great grandfather Hewlett Sands, born into slavery in Oyster Bay, New York in 1820, was one of the more than 200,000 names listed on the African American Civil War Memorial in Washington, D.C. That meant he was a soldier who served in a United States Colored Troops regiment that fought for the Union - and the freedom we still celebrate today.
As the screen glowed, a mix of emotions - anxiety, elation, pride - washed over me. It was the first step in understanding the story of his life. I want to share what I know about him!
I had to resist the urge to race to the Spirit of Freedom statue and trace my fingers over his name etched on the nearby Wall of Honor. I held off until the sun came up.





    


This Juneteenth I returned to the memorial to honor him and all who served our country, one that spent its first two centuries seeing most of its Black people as someone else's property. In a special ceremony Wednesday, I was helping carry on the more than 150-year-old commemoration of enslaved people in Galveston, Texas, finding out on June 19, 1865, that they'd been freed. It's been a longtime sacred celebration for many Black Americans, but only recently was recognized as a federal holiday.
I didn't go just for myself or my family. I also wanted to celebrate Frank Smith, a civil rights leader and the memorial's director, whose work preserving this lesser-known American history helped me understand where I came from and who I was.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

One of Smith's biggest wishes is for the National Parks Service to assign a full-time ranger to the memorial site. If there was ever a candidate, it would be Marquett Awa-Milton. I first met him when I came to find my ancestor's name. He serves the memorial daily in full Civil War regalia, and was taking selfies and gladhanding visitors with his rifle sticking above his head as I arrived.

    


Soon, the ceremony began. Smith, who once presided over this event with just his staff and very little fanfare, opened the ceremony by welcoming about 150 people, many tucked under the shade as temperatures rose. Smith then asked me and two-dozen other volunteers to read the names of soldiers who were in Galveston when the war ended, including the 26th Regiment. After I read Hewlett Sands' name aloud, I took my wife, Jummy, by the hand and showed her the tiny corner of the memorial symbolizing his sacrifice. I felt again the same mix of pride and gratitude I first felt in the summer of 2021.
"Congratulations on finding your ancestor," Smith had told me again last week, as he had after he first told me in 2021 after I found my connection to Hewlett Sands. I think it is what he says to everyone who finds their ancestor on the wall, a thank you for all those men who sacrificed.
I learned about Hewlett Sands while researching my family's history, hoping to interweave it into a book I'm writing about Coretta Scott King's work to try and transform America into a nonviolent society after the assassination of her husband, Martin Luther King Jr. in April 1968. 

    


Over the many decades since the Civil War, there was a lot of displacement among my ancestors; people moved away and never came back and a lot of our family stories were lost.
But I do know that the Sands men served valiantly in World War II. There was a newspaper headline about "The Sands Family Fights" with a photograph of several of them. We knew a lot more about World War II than the Civil War.
According to the records I found, Hewlett Sands was born on Nov. 29, 1820, in the home of the Townsend family, a wealthy and powerful family on Long Island who held many enslaved people before New York abolished slavery in 1827.
It's not clear to me how he spent much of his life between 1820 and 1852. He apparently worked as a farm laborer, and even as a clam digger. When he was 32, he met and married a young widow named Anne Amelia Payne, who took Sands as her last name.

    


In April 1861, Confederates fired on Fort Sumter in South Carolina, igniting the Civil War.
In January 1864, Hewlett Sands would collect a $300 bounty and join the 26th United States Colored Troops infantry regiment, which prepared for war along with thousands of other soldiers on Riker's Island. His enlistment papers say he was 42, but in fact he was about to turn 44.
According to military records, his regiment - after enduring rugged conditions in camp -- boarded a ship named Warrior in March 1864 bound for South Carolina, where they fought in the battle at Honey Hill and other engagements.
Life after the war for Hewlett Sands was defined by a series of economic hardships. He fell and lost vision in one eye; and he lost an inheritance he intended to pass down to his family through the generations. He died on April 8, 1901, at the age of 81.

    


But his and Amelia's son, James Edward Sands, got married and had two children, one of whom was Alfred Sands. Among Alfred's children was my grandfather Alonzo, who served with his brothers in World War II. In June 1960, Alonzo and Catherine Sands gave birth to a boy, Lonnie, who is my dad.
Like Hewlett Sands, I grew up in Long Island, in the town of Roslyn, where I developed a love for reading. I first read about the life of Martin Luther King at the Bryant Library, and by age 11 was giving speeches about him and his impact on my life. It was in Roslyn, as a boy, that I decided I wanted to be a journalist, after a compassionate Newsday reporter visited to get our family's side of the story in an article about a neighborhood controversy.
Now, working on this Juneteenth story as a journalist, I feel it's part of my mission to educate and inform people about all this. And to be able to share it with my dad, my mom - all of my family. 
I have a very strong sense of connection to the idea Hewlett Sands risked his life for not just his family, but for a higher ideal. I think all those men shared a sense of doing something that was going to impact generations that they would never meet.
No one living had ever seen Hewlett's grave, and I went just the other day. On a cloudless day, my dad and I discovered his tombstone, inscribed Co. D 26th U.S. INF. Somehow, we felt a little closer to him, and a little closer to each other.
___
Darren Sands is a Washington-based reporter with the AP's Religion Team.
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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[image: FILE - New York Giants center fielder Willie Mays leaps high to snare a ball near the outfield fence at the Giants' Phoenix spring training base, Feb. 29, 1956. Mays, the electrifying ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 10 | FILE - New York Giants center fielder Willie Mays leaps high to snare a ball near the outfield fence at the Giants' Phoenix spring training base, Feb. 29, 1956. Mays, the electrifying "Say Hey Kid" whose singular combination of talent, drive and exuberance made him one of baseball's greatest and most beloved players, has died. He was 93. Mays' family and the San Francisco Giants jointly announced Tuesday night, June 18, 2024, he had "passed away peacefully" Tuesday afternoon surrounded by loved ones. (AP Photo, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - New York Giants' Willie Mays makes a catch of a ball hit by Cleveland Indians' Vic Wertz in Game 1 of the 1954 baseball World Series in New York's Polo Grounds on Sept. 29, 1954. Mays, the electrifying ]
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[image: Kansas City Royals manager Matt Quatraro, left, observes a moment of silence with coaches and players for former MLB player Willie Mays before a baseball game between the Oakland Athletics and the Royals in Oakland, Calif., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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[image: FILE - Willie Mays has a laugh while standing with local Little League players during his visit to Municipal Stadium in Hagerstown, Md., Aug.9, 2004. Mays, the electrifying ]
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[image: San Francisco Giants' fan Rich Mercurio touches former MLB player Willie Mays' statue outside Oracle Park after learning of his death, in San Francisco on Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Mays, the electrifying ]
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[image: FILE - Willie Mays is surrounded by children from the Boys and Girls Club of San Francisco as he celebrates his birthday, before a baseball game between the San Francisco Giants and the Philadelphia Phillies in San Francisco, May 4, 2007. Mays, the electrifying ]
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[image: FILE - Baseball great Willie Mays smiles prior to a game between the New York Mets and the San Francisco Giants in San Francisco, Aug. 19, 2016. Mays, the electrifying ]
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[image: CORRECTS TO SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS, NOT NEW YORK GIANTS AS ORIGINALLY SENT - FILE - San Francisco Giants' Willie Mays poses for a photo during baseball spring training in 1972. Mays, the electrifying ]
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[image: FILE - San Francisco Giants outfielder Willie Mays displays the four baseballs in the clubhouse representing the four homers which he hit against the Milwaukee Braves, April 30, 1961, in Milwaukee. Mays, the electrifying ]
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[image: FILE - New York Giants center fielder Willie Mays leaps high to snare a ball near the outfield fence at the Giants' Phoenix spring training base, Feb. 29, 1956. Mays, the electrifying ]
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[image: FILE - New York Giants' Willie Mays makes a catch of a ball hit by Cleveland Indians' Vic Wertz in Game 1 of the 1954 baseball World Series in New York's Polo Grounds on Sept. 29, 1954. Mays, the electrifying ]
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[image: Kansas City Royals manager Matt Quatraro, left, observes a moment of silence with coaches and players for former MLB player Willie Mays before a baseball game between the Oakland Athletics and the Royals in Oakland, Calif., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu)]
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[image: FILE - Willie Mays has a laugh while standing with local Little League players during his visit to Municipal Stadium in Hagerstown, Md., Aug.9, 2004. Mays, the electrifying ]
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[image: San Francisco Giants' fan Rich Mercurio touches former MLB player Willie Mays' statue outside Oracle Park after learning of his death, in San Francisco on Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Mays, the electrifying ]
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[image: FILE - Willie Mays is surrounded by children from the Boys and Girls Club of San Francisco as he celebrates his birthday, before a baseball game between the San Francisco Giants and the Philadelphia Phillies in San Francisco, May 4, 2007. Mays, the electrifying ]
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Long after "The Catch" and his 660 home runs, and the daring sprints around the bases with his hat falling off, Willie Mays could still command a room like no other.
Mays was a frequent visitor to the downtown ballpark in San Francisco at 24 Willie Mays Plaza with his statue outside the stadium. He would often hold court with his contemporaries and the younger generation of players who hung on every word said by a player they were too young to have ever watched play.
His commanding voice and high-pitched laugh were recognizable anywhere. He was simply the "Say Hey Kid" from his days patrolling center field at the Polo Grounds in the 1950s, when baseball ruled New York City, to his death at age 93 on Tuesday afternoon.
As Hall of Famer Ken Griffey Jr. said: "He'll always be the godfather of all center fielders."





    


There may be players who hit more home runs, won more Gold Gloves, had more hits and captured more World Series titles than Mays. But there never was -- and probably never will be -- a player as dazzling and entertaining as he was for more than two decades on both coasts.
With a hat too small so it flew off his head as he raced around the field and his signature basket catches, Mays was a showman who could do it all as the consummate "five-tool player." Perhaps no one combined the ability to hit for both average and power, to run the bases, field and throw like Mays did during his career spent mostly with the Giants in New York and San Francisco.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Willie could do everything from the day he joined the Giants," Hall of Fame manager Leo Durocher said. "Mays could do all the things you look for in a player better than anybody I ever saw."
While Joe DiMaggio famously insisted on being introduced as the "Greatest Living Ballplayer" until he died in 1999, that title had really been held by Mays for more than a half-century.

    


The numbers are staggering: 660 homers, 3,293 hits, 6,080 total bases, 2,068 runs scored, two MVPs, and 24 All-Star games despite missing nearly two full seasons serving in the Korean War. There were also 12 Gold Gloves even though the award wasn't even handed out his first five seasons in the majors.
But it was his joy that truly was infectious and inspiring, whether it was on the streets of Harlem where he famously played stick ball games with local kids before heading to the nearby Polo Grounds for his real job with the Giants or at the ballparks around the National League.
"You wanted to play like Willie and make those catches that he did," Yankees slugger Aaron Judge said. "The numbers he put up on the field and what he did are impressive but him as a person and him as a human being is even bigger. He was bigger than baseball. He was something special and the baseball world is definitely going to be missing a great one."
His greatness is best described by the reverence his contemporaries had for him.
"He played the game as if he was the only one out there," Hall of Famer Ernie Banks once said. "His eyes would light up. His energy would kick in and he'd be ready to go. I had the privilege of watching and playing against a great talent.

    


"He played so hard, it inspired me to get out there every game. I couldn't wait to play the Giants and watch him."
Mays' ability to inspire went far beyond the baseball field. He was born in 1931 in segregated Alabama, began his professional career in the Negro Leagues and became one of the early Black stars in baseball and the first Black player in the majors to be captain of his team.
But he also endured racism from his time in the minors in the previously all-white Interstate League and in San Francisco when he and his wife were initially rejected when they tried to buy a house in an exclusive neighborhood.
But later in life, he became almost universally loved.
"It's because of giants like Willie that someone like me could even think about running for president," President Barack Obama said when he gave Mays the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 2015. 
Mays played his career when baseball truly was the American pastime and baseball's best players were the biggest stars in all of American sports. 

    


He was honored in song from Terry Cashman's "Talkin' Baseball (Willie, Mickey & The Duke)" that remembered the great New York center fielders of the 1950s with Mays, Mickey Mantle and Duke Snider to the 1955 classic by The Treniers: "Say Hey (The Willie Mays Song) that perfectly encapsulated his style.
"He runs the bases like a choo-choo train
Swings around second like an aeroplane
His cap flies off when he passes third
And he heads home like an eagle bird."
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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Immigrant families rejoice over Biden's expansive move toward citizenship, while some are left out

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    President Joe Biden has ordered an expansive election year step to offer relief to potentially hundreds of thousands of immigrants without legal status in the U.S. (AP video by Jae Hong and Melissa Perez Winder)
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    [image: Antonio Valle, left, and wife, Brenda, stand for a photo after an interview with The Associated Press in Los Angeles, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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Antonio Valle, left, and wife, Brenda, stand for a photo after an interview with The Associated Press in Los Angeles, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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[image: Antonio Valle, from right, two sons, Gohan and Seiya, and wife, Brenda, stand for a photo after an interview with The Associated Press in Los Angeles, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. The couple were both born in Mexico. Antonio Valle has been a U.S. citizen since 2001. Brenda Valle came to the U.S. with her family when she was 3 years old and will now be eligible for legal status under Biden's new plan. She is a DACA recipient and has worried every two years whether it would get renewed. Their sons are U.S. citizens. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)]
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[image: President Joe Biden speaks during an event marking the 12th anniversary of the Deferred Action of Childhood Arrivals program, in the East Room of the White House, Tuesday, June 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)]
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- Hundreds of thousands of immigrants had reason to rejoice when President Joe Biden unveiled a highly expansive plan to extend legal status to spouses of U.S. citizens but, inevitably, some were left out.
Claudia Zuniga, 35, married in 2017, or 10 years after her husband came to the United States. He moved to Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, after they wed, knowing that, by law, he had to live outside the country for years to gain legal status. "Our lives took a 180-degree turn," she said.
Biden announced Tuesday that his administration will, in coming months, allow U.S. citizens' spouses without legal status to apply for permanent residency and eventually citizenship without having to first depart the country for up to 10 years. About 500,000 immigrants may benefit, according to senior administration officials.
To qualify, an immigrant must have lived in the United States for 10 years and be married to a U.S. citizen, both as of Monday. Zuniga's husband is ineligible because he wasn't in the United States.





    


"Imagine, it would be a dream come true," said Zuniga, who works part time in her father's transportation business in Houston. "My husband could be with us. We could focus on the well-being of our children."
Every immigration benefit -- even those as sweeping as Biden's election-year offer -- has a cutoff date and other eligibility requirements. In September, the Democratic president expanded temporary status for nearly 500,000 Venezuelans who were living in the United States on July 31, 2023. Those who had arrived a day later were out of luck.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Obama-era Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, which has shielded from deportation hundreds of thousands of people who came to the United States as young children and is popularly known as DACA, required applicants be in the United States on June 15, 2012, and continuously for the previous five years.

    


About 1.1 million spouses who are in the country illegally are married to U.S. citizens, according to advocacy group FWD.us., meaning hundreds of thousands won't qualify because they were in the United States for less than 10 years.
Immigration advocates were generally thrilled with the scope of Tuesday's announcement, just as Biden's critics called it a horribly misguided giveaway. 
Angelica Martinez, 36, wiped away tears as she sat next to her children, ages 14 and 6, and watched Biden's announcement at the Houston office of FIEL, an immigrant advocacy group. A U.S. citizen since 2013, she described a flood of emotions, including regret that her husband couldn't travel to Mexico when his mother died five years ago.
"Sadness, joy all at the same time," said Martinez, whose husband arrived in Houston 18 years ago.
Brenda Valle of Los Angeles, whose husband has been a U.S. citizen since 2001 and, like her, was born in Mexico, renews her DACA permit every two years. "We can start planning more long-term, for the future, instead of what we can do for the next two years," she said.
Magdalena Gutierrez of Chicago, who has been married to a U.S. citizen for 22 years and has three daughters who are U.S. citizens, said she had "a little more hope" after Biden's announcement. Gutierrez, 43, is eager to travel more across the United States without fearing an encounter with law enforcement that could lead to her being deported.

    


Allyson Batista, a retired Philadelphia teacher and U.S. citizen, who married her Brazilian husband 20 years ago, recalled being told by lawyer that he could leave the country for 10 years or "remain in the shadows and wait for a change in the law."
"Initially, when we got married, I was naive and thought, 'OK, but I'm American. This isn't going to be a problem. We're going to fix this,'" Batista said. "I learned very early on that we were facing a pretty dire circumstance and that there would be no way for us to move forward in an immigration process successfully."
The couple raised three children who are pursuing higher education. Batista is waiting for the details of how her husband can apply for a green card.

    


"I'm hopeful," Batista said. "The next 60 days will really tell. But, obviously more than thrilled because every step forward is a step towards a final resolution for all kinds of immigrant families." 
About 50,000 noncitizen children with parents who are married to a U.S. citizen could also potentially qualify, according to senior administration officials who briefed reporters on the condition of anonymity. Biden also announced new regulations that will allow some DACA beneficiaries and other young immigrants to more easily qualify for long-established work visas. 
___
This story has been corrected to show Batista's husband is Brazilian, not Mexican.
___
Gonzalez reported from McAllen, Texas. Associated Press writers Stefanie Dazio in Los Angeles; Melissa Perez Winder in Chicago; and Elliot Spagat in San Diego contributed.
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Collecting sex-crazed zombie cicadas on speed: Scientists track a bug-controlling super-sized fungus

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: The head of a cicada sits on a table after West Virginia University mycology professor Matt Kasson cut the head and thorax from a live periodical cicada infected with the Massospora cicadina fungus during field processing at Morton Arboretum on Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Lisle, Ill. The fungus is the only one on Earth that makes amphetamine. It takes control over the cicada, making them hypersexual, looking to spread the parasite as a sexually transmitted disease. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: West Virginia University mycology professor Matt Kasson wears gloves to hold a periodical cicada infected with the Massospora cicadina fungus at Morton Arboretum on Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Lisle, Ill. Kasson is tracking the fungus, the only one on Earth that makes amphetamine. It takes control over the cicada, makes them hypersexual, looking to spread the parasite as a sexually transmitted disease. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: West Virginia University mycology professor Matt Kasson and his son Oliver Kasson, 9, confirm a periodical cicada infected with the Massospora cicadina fungus is still alive immediately before field processing at Morton Arboretum on Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Lisle, Ill. Kasson is tracking the fungus, the only one on Earth that makes amphetamine. It takes control over the cicada, makes them hypersexual, looking to spread the parasite as a sexually transmitted disease. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: An intact female periodical cicada infected with the Massospora cicadina fungus is visible at Morton Arboretum on Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Lisle, Ill. West Virginia University mycology professor Matt Kasson is tracking the fungus, the only one on Earth that makes amphetamine. It takes control over the cicada, makes them hypersexual, looking to spread the parasite as a sexually transmitted disease. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: West Virginia University mycology professor Matt Kasson prepares to process a live periodical cicada infected with the Massospora cicadina fungus at Morton Arboretum on Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Lisle, Ill. Kasson is tracking the fungus, the only one on Earth that makes amphetamine. It takes control over the cicada, makes them hypersexual, looking to spread the parasite as a sexually transmitted disease. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: Test tubes containing live periodical cicadas infected with the Massospora cicadina fungus are ready for field processing at Morton Arboretum on Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Lisle, Ill. West Virginia University mycology professor Matt Kasson is tracking the fungus, the only one on Earth that makes amphetamine. It takes control over the cicada, makes them hypersexual, looking to spread the parasite as a sexually transmitted disease. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: West Virginia University mycology professor Matt Kasson, processes periodical cicadas infected with the Massospora cicadina fungus at Morton Arboretum on Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Lisle, Ill. Kasson is tracking the fungus, the only one on Earth that makes amphetamine. It takes control over the cicada, makes them hypersexual, looking to spread the parasite as a sexually transmitted disease. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: West Virginia University mycology professor Matt Kasson cuts the head and thorax from a live periodical cicada infected with the Massospora cicadina fungus during field processing at Morton Arboretum on Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Lisle, Ill. Kasson is tracking the fungus, the only one on Earth that makes amphetamine. It takes control over the cicada, makes them hypersexual, looking to spread the parasite as a sexually transmitted disease. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: West Virginia University mycology professor Matt Kasson dissects out fungal tissue from the posterior abdomen of a female periodical cicada infected with the Massospora cicadina fungus during field processing at Morton Arboretum on Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Lisle, Ill. The needle-like ovipositor used for egg-laying is still visible. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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[image: West Virginia University mycology research assistant Angie Macias searches for periodical cicadas infected with the Massospora cicadina fungus at Morton Arboretum on Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Lisle, Ill. Massospora cicadina is the only fungus on Earth that makes amphetamine. It takes control over the cicada, makes them hypersexual, looking to spread the parasite as a sexually transmitted disease. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)]
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                                        LISLE, Illinois (AP) -- With their bulging red eyes and their alien-like mating sound, periodical cicadas can seem scary and weird enough. But some of them really are sex-crazed zombies on speed, hijacked by a super-sized fungus.
West Virginia University mycology professor Matt Kasson, his 9-year-old son Oliver, and graduate student Angie Macias are tracking the nasty fungus, called Massospora cicadina. It is the only one on Earth that makes amphetamine -- the drug called speed -- in a critter when it takes over. And yes, the fungus takes control over the cicada, makes them hypersexual, looking to spread the parasite as a sexually transmitted disease.
"They're zombies, completely at the mercy of the fungus," said University of Connecticut cicada researcher John Cooley. 
This particular fungus has the largest known genome of any fungus. It has about 1.5 billion base pairs, about 30 times longer than many of the more common fungi we know, Kasson said. And when these periodical cicadas live underground for 17 years (or 13 years in the U.S. South), the spores generally stay down there with them. 

    


"This was a mycological oddity for a long time," Kasson said. "It's got the biggest genome. It produces wild compounds. It keeps the host active -- all these quirks to it."




Kasson decided to ask people from around the country to send in infected cicadas this year. And despite an injured leg, Kasson, his son and Macias travelled from West Virginia to the Morton Arboretum outside Chicago, where others have reported the fungus that takes over a cicada's nether parts, dumping the genitalia and replacing it with a white, gummy yet flaky plug that's pretty noticeable. The spores then fall out like salt from a shaker.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Infected cicadas are supposed to be hard to find.
Ten seconds after she hops off the golf cart, Macias is in the trees, looking. She emerges victorious, hand in the air with a cicada, yelling "I got one."

    


"That was just lucky," Oliver whines.
"Luck, huh? Let's see you get one," Macias replies.
Ten seconds later at a neighboring bush, Oliver finds another. And just a bit after that a photographer finds a third. 
Kasson and his small team collected 36 infected cicadas in his brief Chicago area jaunt with people sending him another 200 or so from all over. He's still waiting for an RNA analysis of the fungus.
Some cicada experts have estimated maybe one in 1,000 of the periodical cicadas are infected with this fungus, but it's not much more than a guess. Mount St. Joseph University's Gene Kritsky, a biologist who wrote the book on this year's unique dual emergence, said it might be skewed because the healthy cicadas stay higher up in the trees.
This year "the fungus is about how it always is," Cooley said in an email. "It's not super common."
There's debate among scientists if the fungus infects more cicadas deep in the soil coming out of the ground after 13 or 17 years or if it infects the newly hatched nymphs on the way underground for more than a decade.
This fungus isn't the type of parasite that kills its host, but instead it needs to keep it alive, Kasson said. Then the infected cicadas attempt to mate with others, spreading the spores to its mate/victim. The males even pretend in their hypersexualized state to be females to entice and infect other males, he said.

    


The cousin to this fungus which infects annual cicadas out west also makes a psychoactive compound in the cicadas but it is more akin to psychedelics like magic mushrooms, Kasson said. So sometimes people, even experts, mix up the amphetamine that the infected 17- and 13-year cicadas produce with the more trippy compounds of the annual bugs, he said.
Either way, don't try it at home. Even though cicadas themselves are edible, not so much the infected ones.
In the interest of science, Kasson tried one during this emergence, making sure they were from the inside of a female so more antiseptic.
"Man, it was so bitter," Kasson said, explaining that he immediately rinsed his mouth out. "It tasted like something you would consider poisonous."

    


___
Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment
___
Follow Seth Borenstein on X at @borenbears
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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                    A court in Russia's far eastern city of Vladivostok on Wednesday sentenced an American soldier arrested earlier this year to three years and nine months in prison on charges of stealing and threats of murder, Russian news reports said.
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    [image: U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Gordon Black sits in a glass cage in courtroom in Vladivostok, Russia, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Black is on trial on charges of theft and threatening murder in a dispute with a Russian woman. Russian state media reported that he denied the allegation of threatening murder but "partially" admitted to theft. (AP Photo)]
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[image: U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Gordon Black, center, is escorted into a glass cage at a courtroom in Vladivostok, Russia, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Black is on trial on charges of theft and threatening murder in a dispute with a Russian woman. Russian state media reported that he denied the allegation of threatening murder but "partially" admitted to theft. (AP Photo)]
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[image: U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Gordon Black reads a paper standing in a glass cage in courtroom in Vladivostok, Russia, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Black is on trial on charges of theft and threatening murder in a dispute with a Russian woman. Russian state media reported that he denied the allegation of threatening murder but "partially" admitted to theft. (AP Photo)]
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[image: U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Gordon Black talks with his lawyer sitting in a glass cage in a courtroom in Vladivostok, Russia, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Black is on trial on charges of theft and threatening murder in a dispute with a Russian woman. Russian state media reported that he denied the allegation of threatening murder but "partially" admitted to theft. (AP Photo)]
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- A court in Russia's far eastern city of Vladivostok on Wednesday convicted a visiting American soldier of stealing and making threats of murder, and it sentenced him to three years and nine months in prison. 
Staff Sgt. Gordon Black, 34, flew to the Pacific port city to see his girlfriend and was arrested last month after she accused him of stealing from her, according to U.S. officials and Russian authorities.
Russia's state news agencies Tass and RIA Novosti reported that the judge in Pervomaisky District Court in Vladivostok also ordered Black to pay 10,000 rubles ($115) in damages. Prosecutors had asked for a sentence of four years and eight months in prison.
Black's case occurs amid tensions over Russia's arrests of American journalists and other U.S. nationals as the fighting in Ukraine continues.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: US soldier convicted of theft in Russia and sentenced to nearly 4 years in prison
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports on a US soldier receiving a harsh sentence in Russia.

    

Russia has jailed a number of Americans, including corporate security executive Paul Whelan and Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich. The U.S. government has designated both men as wrongfully detained and has been trying to negotiate their release.

    


Others detained include Travis Leake, a musician who has been living in Russia for years and was arrested last year on drug-related charges; Marc Fogel, a teacher in Moscow who was sentenced to 14 years in prison, also on drug charges; and dual nationals Alsu Kurmasheva and Ksenia Khavana.




The U.S. State Department strongly advises American citizens not to go to Russia.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Black was on leave and in the process of returning to his home base at Fort Cavazos, Texas, from South Korea, where he had been stationed at Camp Humphreys with the Eighth Army. 
Cynthia Smith, an Army spokesperson, said Black signed out for his move back home and, "instead of returning to the continental United States, Black flew from Incheon, Republic of Korea, through China to Vladivostok, Russia, for personal reasons." 

    


Under Pentagon policy, service members must get clearance for any international travel from a security manager or commander.
The U.S. Army said last month that Black hadn't sought such travel clearance and it wasn't authorized by the Defense Department. Given the hostilities in Ukraine and threats to the U.S. and its military, it is extremely unlikely he would have been granted approval.
Black's girlfriend, Alexandra Vashchuk, told reporters earlier this month that "it was a simple domestic dispute," during which Black "became aggressive and attacked" her.
"He then stole money from my wallet and I didn't give him permission to do it," Vashchuk said.
On Wednesday, she told Russian news outlet Gazeta.ru that she considers the sentence "quite humane" and described Black as "violent and unable to control himself."
U.S. officials have said that Black, who is married, met Vashchuk in South Korea.
According to U.S. officials, she had lived in South Korea, and last fall she and Black got into some type of domestic dispute or altercation. After that, she left South Korea. It isn't clear if she was forced to leave or what, if any, role South Korean authorities had in the matter.
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A US aircraft carrier and its crew have fought Houthi attacks for months. How long can it last?

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Yemen's Houthi rebels sink another carrier in the Red Sea killing at least one sailor on board. AP news director Jon Gambrell explains the ongoing attacks by Houthis in the Red Sea as a second ship targeted sinks.
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    [image: FILE - The USS aircraft carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower, also known as 'IKE', sails in the Red Sea on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)]
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[image: An aircraft handling officer directs a fighter jet during takeoff operations on the deck of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower in the Red Sea on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: A crew member checks a helicopter in the hangar bay of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower in the Red Sea on Tuesday, June 11, 2024.(AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: Crew members work during take off operations on the deck of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower in the Red Sea on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 7 | Crew members work during take off operations on the deck of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower in the Red Sea on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 7
Crew members work during take off operations on the deck of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower in the Red Sea on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Figther jets maneuver on the deck of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower in the Red Sea on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: A crew member looks at a cell phone during a break aboard the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower in the Red Sea on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: FILE - Drawings of drones and missiles that have been shot down are painted on the fuselage of a fighter jet stationed on the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower in the Red Sea on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)]
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                                        ABOARD THE USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER IN THE RED SEA (AP) -- The combat markings emblazoned on the F/A-18 fighter jet tell the story: 15 missiles and six drones, painted in black just below the cockpit windshield.
As the jet sits on the deck of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower aircraft carrier in the Red Sea, its markings illuminate the enemy targets that it's destroyed in recent months and underscore the intensity of the fight to protect commercial shipping from persistent missile and drone attacks by the Iranian-backed Houthi rebels in Yemen.
But they also hint at the fatigue setting in, as the carrier, its strike group and about 7,000 sailors close in on their ninth month waging the most intense running sea battle since World War II. That raises difficult questions about what comes next as U.S. military and defense leaders wrangle over how they will replicate the carrier's combat power if the ship returns home to Norfolk, Virginia.

    


Already, the carrier's deployment has been extended twice, and sailors post dark memes around the ship about only getting one short break during their steadily growing tour. Some worry they could be ordered to stay out even longer as the campaign drags on to protect global trade in the vital Red Sea corridor.




At the Pentagon, leaders are wrestling with what has become a thorny but familiar debate. Do they bow to Navy pressure to bring the Eisenhower and the other three warships in its strike group home or heed U.S. Central Command's plea to keep them there longer? And if they bring them home -- what can replace them?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

U.S. officials say that they're weighing all options and that a decision is expected in the coming weeks.
U.S. commanders in the Middle East have long argued that they need an aircraft carrier in the volatile region. They say that it's an effective deterrent to keep Iran in check and that the ship gives them critical and unique war-fighting capabilities against the Houthis, who say their attacks are aimed at bringing an end to the Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza Strip.

    


The massive ship is a flexible, floating flight line that can launch fighter jets on a moment's notice, without any of the limits that host nations in the Middle East can place on Air Force aircraft taking off from bases on their soil. And those carrier-based jets can get within striking distance of Houthi weapon systems quickly without crossing borders.
"What the carrier brings is an offensive platform that's mobile, agile and doesn't have any access, basing or overflight restrictions," said retired Marine Gen. Frank McKenzie, who headed U.S. Central Command for three years, ending in 2022. "It's sovereign U.S. territory. You can do as you want with those airplanes on that carrier. So that gives you enormous flexibility when you consider response options across the region."
Rear Adm. Marc Miguez -- who commands Carrier Strike Group Two, which includes the Eisenhower and supporting ships -- agrees that the aircraft carrier is crucial to America's military.
"Every time that there's a crisis on the globe, what's the first thing the president asks? 'Where are the U.S. aircraft carriers?'" Miguez told The Associated Press during a visit to the Eisenhower and the USS Laboon, one of the guided-missile destroyers accompanying it. 

    


On any given day, Navy F/A-18s roar off the Eisenhower and take out Houthi missiles or drones preparing to launch. The U.S. warships have fired volleys of Tomahawk missiles into Yemen to destroy warehouses of weapons, communications facilities and other targets. 
Pentagon leaders worry that without the Eisenhower, they will need to tap more Air Force fighter jets based in surrounding countries, including Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.
But many Arab nations place flight or other restrictions on the types of offensive strikes the U.S. can do from their land because of regional sensitivities. Others worry about triggering another war between Saudi Arabia and Yemen or inflaming tensions with Iran.
U.S. military leaders say the U.S. can adapt and get forces where they need to be. But that can require longer fighter jet flights from distant bases, requiring refueling capabilities and presenting other hurdles.

    


Extending the Eisenhower's deployment again is an option -- but for many, it's the least desirable. 
Navy leaders worry about the sailors, who actually have been able to see incoming Houthi-launched missiles seconds before they are destroyed by the ship's defensive strikes. And officials in the Pentagon are talking about how to care for the sailors when they return home, including counseling and treatment for possible post-traumatic stress.
Miguez also notes the strain on the ships themselves.
"We are constantly reminding the Department of Defense that we're going to need to take a respite and a break, to try and get back to maintenance," he said. "These ships are floating around in seawater. They're steel, and they require a lot of maintenance. And when you run them past red lines, when you run them past scheduled maintenance activities, you have to pay those off somewhere down the line."

    


A third option would be sending other ships -- perhaps another carrier -- to take the Eisenhower's place. But the massive ships are relatively rare. The U.S. operates 11, which is about 40% of the total number worldwide. Other countries have only one or two.
The U.S. could turn to France or the United Kingdom, which each have one, for at least a temporary stint in the Red Sea. U.S. officials have insisted that protecting the sea lanes is a multinational effort and having an ally take a turn could reinforce that message. It could give the U.S. enough breathing room to get another American carrier there, perhaps late this year.
Of the 11 U.S. carriers, four are deployed, three are in training and preparing to deploy, and four are in routine maintenance and repair, which usually lasts about a year or more.
The USS John C. Stennis, however, is undergoing its major, mid-life overhaul, which can last about four years and calls for the replacement and upgrading of the ship's nuclear propulsion system and other critical radar, communications, electronics and combat components. A carrier's lifespan is about 50 years. 
One carrier is always based in Japan and does regional patrols and exercises, and another is generally deployed to the Asia-Pacific. That focus on Asia reflects the long-stated belief that China is America's top strategic challenge, and 60% of U.S. naval forces are based in the Pacific. The rest are Atlantic-based. 
A third carrier is off South America's west coast, heading toward Japan, leaving the Eisenhower as the only one in the Middle East or Europe.
Lacking a carrier, another option would be to deploy the USS Wasp, a large amphibious assault ship now in Europe that carries F-35 fighter jets. Those jets do short takeoffs and vertical landings, so they can do strike missions off smaller ships.
___
Baldor reported from Washington. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/american-aircraft-carrier-houthi-attacks-red-sea-87e18d297b24e173da01b0ae1182ab6c
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                    Strict asylum rules are pushing people across English Channel despite heightened surveillance
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    [image: A group of Kurdish migrants from Iran and Iraq who failed in their attempt to reach the United Kingdom by boat after being discovered by the police walk back to the town of Ambleteuse, northern France, on Sunday, May 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: A group of Kurdish migrants from Iran and Iraq who failed in their attempt to reach the United Kingdom by boat after being discovered by the police refuse to return to shore on the beach of Ambleteuse, northern France, on Sunday, May 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: French police patrol the coastline near the town of Audinghen, northern France, on Saturday, May 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: Wrapped in an emergency blanket to regain body heat, a migrant from Iraqi Kurdistan is seen on a street in Ambleteuse, northern France, on Saturday, May 18, 2024, after being spotted by the police while attempting to cross by boat to the United Kingdom. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: A woman and a child, both Kurdish migrants, rest after a failed attempt to reach the United Kingdom by boat, as they were discovered by the police in Ambleteuse, in northern France, on Sunday, May 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: A group of Kurdish migrants from Iran and Iraq who failed in their attempt to reach the United Kingdom by boat walk back to the town of Ambleteuse, northern France, on Sunday, May 19, 2024, after being discovered by the police. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: A group of Kurdish migrants from Iran and Iraq who failed in their attempt to reach the United Kingdom by boat rest on the beach of Ambleteuse, northern France, on Sunday, May 19, 2024 after being discovered by the police. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A group of Kurdish migrants from Iran and Iraq who failed in their attempt to reach the United Kingdom by boat walk back to the town of Ambleteuse, in northern France, on Sunday, May 19, 2024 after being discovered by the police. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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A group of Kurdish migrants from Iran and Iraq who failed in their attempt to reach the United Kingdom by boat walk back to the town of Ambleteuse, in northern France, on Sunday, May 19, 2024 after being discovered by the police. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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[image: A Kurdish migrant who failed in his attempt to reach the United Kingdom by boat walks back to the town of Ambleteuse, in northern France, on Sunday, May 19, 2024 after being discovered by the police. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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A Kurdish migrant who failed in his attempt to reach the United Kingdom by boat walks back to the town of Ambleteuse, in northern France, on Sunday, May 19, 2024 after being discovered by the police. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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[image: Migrants eat near a makeshift camp close to Dunkirk, in northern France, on Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: As cyclists ride by, a group of Kurdish migrants from Iran and Iraq who were unsuccessful in their attempt to reach the United Kingdom by boat walk back to the town of Ambleteuse in northern France, on Sunday, May 19, 2024 after being discovered by the police. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 17 | As cyclists ride by, a group of Kurdish migrants from Iran and Iraq who were unsuccessful in their attempt to reach the United Kingdom by boat walk back to the town of Ambleteuse in northern France, on Sunday, May 19, 2024 after being discovered by the police. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 17
As cyclists ride by, a group of Kurdish migrants from Iran and Iraq who were unsuccessful in their attempt to reach the United Kingdom by boat walk back to the town of Ambleteuse in northern France, on Sunday, May 19, 2024 after being discovered by the police. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: A group of migrants charge their phones at an abandoned warehouse turned migrant camp in Calais, northern France, on Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: Migrants get their hair cut at an abandoned warehouse turned migrant camp in Calais, northern France, on Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: A migrant prays at an abandoned warehouse turned migrant camp in Calais, northern France, on Wednesday, May 15, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: Personal belongings, including pictures of relatives, are piled next to a water pump as a migrant cleans himself near a makeshift migrant camp close to Dunkirk in northwest France on Sunday, May 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: Shoreline by a makeshift migrant camp near Dunkirk, in northern France is seen, on Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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Shoreline by a makeshift migrant camp near Dunkirk, in northern France is seen, on Tuesday, May 14, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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                                        AMBLETEUSE, France (AP) -- The rising tide crept above their waists, soaking the babies they hugged tight. Around a dozen Kurds refused to leave the cold waters of the English Channel in a futile attempt to delay the inevitable: French police had just foiled their latest attempt to reach the United Kingdom by boat.
The men, women and children were trapped again on the last frontier of their journey from Iraq and Iran. They hoped that a rubber dinghy would get them to better lives with housing, schooling and work. Now it disappeared on the horizon, only a few of its passengers aboard.
On the beach of the quiet northern French town of Ambleteuse, police pleaded for the migrants to leave the 10-degree-Celsius (50-degree-Fahrenheit) water, so cold it can kill within minutes. Do it for the children's sake, they argued.
"The boat is go!" an increasingly irritated officer shouted in French-accented English. "It's over! It's over!"

    


The asylum-seekers finally emerged from the sea defeated, but there was no doubt that they would try to reach the U.K. again. They would not find the haven they needed in France, or elsewhere in the European Union.




Europe's increasingly strict asylum rules, growing xenophobia and hostile treatment of migrants were pushing them north. While the U.K. government has been hostile, too, many migrants have family or friends in the U.K. and a perception they will have more opportunities there.
___

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This story, supported by the Pulitzer Center for Crisis Reporting, is part of an Associated Press series covering threats to democracy in Europe.
___
EU rules stipulate that a person must apply for asylum in the first member state they land in. This has overwhelmed countries on the edge of the 27-nation bloc such as Italy, Greece and Spain.
Some migrants don't even try for new lives in the EU anymore. They are flying to France from as far away as Vietnam to attempt the Channel crossing after failing to get permission to enter the U.K., which has stricter visa requirements.

    


"No happy here," said Adam, an Iraqi father of six who was among those caught on the beach in a recent May morning. He refused to provide his last name due to his uncertain legal status in France. He had failed to find schooling and housing for his children in France and had grown frustrated with the asylum office's lack of answers about his case. He thought things would be better in the U.K., he said.
While the number of people entering the EU without permission is nowhere near as high as during a 2015-2016 refugee crisis, far-right parties across Europe, including in France, have exploited migration to the continent and made big electoral wins in the most recent European Parliamentary elections. Their rhetoric, and the treatment already faced by many people on the French coast and elsewhere in the bloc, clash with the stated principles of solidarity, openness and respect for human dignity that underpin the democratic EU, human rights advocates note.
In recent months, the normally quiet beaches around Dunkirk, Calais and Boulogne-Sur-Mer have become the stage of cat-and-mouse games -- even violent clashes -- between police and smugglers. Police have fired tear gas, pepper spray and rubber bullets. Smugglers have hurled stones.

    


While boat crossings across the Channel represent only a tiny fraction of migration to the U.K., France agreed last year to hold migrants back in exchange for hundreds of millions of euros. It's an agreement akin to deals made between the European Union and North African nations in recent years. And while many people have been stopped by police, they are not offered alternative solutions and are bound to try crossing again.
More than 12,000 people have reached England in small boats in the first five months of the year, 18% more than during the same period last year, according to data published by the U.K.'s Home Office. The Home Office said 882 people arrived in the U.K. in 15 boats on Tuesday, the highest daily total of the year.
The heightened border surveillance is increasing risks and ultimately leading to more deaths, closer to shore, said Salome Bahri, a coordinator with the nongovernmental organization Utopia 56, which helps migrants stranded in France. At least 20 people have died so far this year trying to reach the U.K., according to Utopia 56. That's nearly as many as died in all of last year, according to statistics published by the International Organization of Migration.

    


People are rushing to avoid being caught by authorities and there are more fatalities, Bahri said. In late April, five people died, including a 7-year-old girl who was crushed inside a rubber boat after more than 110 people boarded it frantically trying to escape police.
Authorities in the north of France denied AP's request for an interview but have previously defended the "life-saving" work of police and blamed violence on smugglers who have also attacked officers.

    


A spot on a flimsy rubber dinghy can cost between 1,000 to 2,000 euros (around $1,100-$2,200) making it a lucrative business for the smuggling networks led primarily by Iraqi Kurdish groups. They can earn up to $1 million a month (approximately 920,000 euros) according to a report published earlier this year by The Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime.
Sitting around a fire in an abandoned warehouse-turned-migrant camp in Calais, Mohammed Osman contemplated his limited options. The 25-year-old Sudanese man was studying medicine in Moscow when the civil war broke out in his home country a year ago. He suspended his dream of becoming a doctor. Forced to flee the fighting, his family could no longer afford to pay for his university fees and Osman was forced to leave Russia, where his visa only allowed him to study, not work. He crossed to Belarus and then to Poland where he says he was pushed back and beaten by Polish guards several times.
Eventually, he made it across the border and reached Germany where he tried to apply for asylum but was ordered to return to Poland, as per EU rules. All he wants now is to finish his medical studies in the U.K., a country whose language he, like many other Sudanese people, already speaks. The issue, as always, is how to get there. Talks of potential deportation to Rwanda have only added more stress and frustration.
"So where is the legal way for me?" he asked. "I am a good person. I know that I can be a good doctor. ... So what is the problem?"
In another makeshift camp near Dunkirk that police routinely attempt to clear, more dreams were held in suspense. Farzanee, 28, left Iran to follow her passion: becoming a professional bodybuilder. Back home she was banned from taking part in competitions and persecuted for her sport.
"I was even threatened with my family, that's why I left my country," she said, refusing to provide her last name out of fear for her and her loved ones' safety.
Together with her husband, they managed to get a visa for France with a fake invitation letter. But even on EU soil they fear they could be deported back to Iran and believe only the U.K. to be safe. They have tried -- and failed -- to board boats to the U.K. "seven or eight times" but have vowed to keep trying until they make it.
"Us and other Iranians like me, we have one thing in common," explained Farzanee's husband Mohammad. "When you ask them they will tell you: 'free life or death.'"
A few days after this interview, Mohammad and his wife Farzanee made it safely to the U.K.
___
AP videojournalist Ahmad Seir contributed to this report. 
___
Follow AP's coverage of migration issues at https://apnews.com/hub/migration
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[image: Italy's Lorenzo Pellegrini, left, challenges for the ball with Spain's Lamine Yamal during a Group B match between Spain and Italy at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)]
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[image: Spain's Lamine Yamal (19) shoots at goal during a Group B match between Spain and Italy at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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                                        GELSENKIRCHEN, Germany (AP) -- Spain advanced to the round of 16 at Euro 2024 after a 1-0 win against defending champion Italy on Thursday. 
A 55th-minute own goal by Italy's Riccardo Calafiori handed victory to Spain in the first clash of international heavyweights at this European Championship. 
Three-time winner Spain totally dominated the Group B game at the Veltins Arena in Gelsenkirchen, with 16-year-old winger Lamine Yamal further enhancing his reputation as one of soccer's most exciting young stars with an outstanding performance.
Italy goalkeeper Gianluigi Donnarumma kept the score down with a string of fine saves until inadvertently pushing the ball into the legs of Calafiori, who couldn't prevent it from ricocheting into his own goal.
It was a statement performance from Spain in a meeting of two giants of international soccer, having won 10 major titles combined.

    


Having failed to dominate possession for the first time in 136 competitive games in its win against Croatia, Spain was back to its old ways in starving Italy of the ball and dictating play in a largely lopsided game.
Chances came thick and fast in the first half, with Donnarumma pulling off a string of saves to keep Spain at bay.




For all of Spain's dominance, it took Calafiori's own goal to break the deadlock after halftime.
Donnarumma pushed Alvaro Morata's glancing header into the legs of Calafiori, who could only watch as the ball ricocheted into the back of the net.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Nico Williams was millimeters away from extending the lead with a curling shot that hit crossbar.
England drew 1-1 with Denmark in Group C after Harry Kane scored and then made a mistake that led to the Danes' leveler. Kane struck a record-extending 64th goal for his country to fire England ahead in Frankfurt. But his loose pass then allowed Morten Hjulmand to equalize from long range.
In the other Group C game, Luka Jovic scored in stoppage time to salvage a 1-1 for Serbia against Slovenia.
England leads the group on four points and is likely to advance to the round of 16.
___
James Robson is at https://twitter.com/jamesalanrobson
___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024
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    [image: England's Harry Kane (9) celebrates with Kieran Trippier (12) after scoring a goal during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]
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[image: England's manager Gareth Southgate gives instructions during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Arne Dedert/dpa via AP)]
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[image: England's Harry Kane, left, scores the opening goal during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: England's Harry Kane celebrates after scoring the opening goal during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: England's Harry Kane, rigth, listens to manager Gareth Southgate after being substituted during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]
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[image: England's Harry Kane, left, substitutes out for England's Ollie Watkins during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: Denmark's Morten Hjulmand runs to celebrate after scoring his sides first goal during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: England's goalkeeper Jordan Pickford, right, allows a goal by Denmark's Morten Hjulmand during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]
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[image: England's Harry Kane, left, challenges Denmark's Andreas Christensen during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: Denmark's Yussuf Poulsen, right, and England's Marc Guehi compete for the ball during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]
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[image: Britain's Prince William, left, talks to King of Denmark Frederik X before a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: England's manager Gareth Southgate gives instructions during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Arne Dedert/dpa via AP)]
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[image: England's Harry Kane, left, scores the opening goal during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: England's Harry Kane celebrates after scoring the opening goal during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)]
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[image: England's Harry Kane, rigth, listens to manager Gareth Southgate after being substituted during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]
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[image: England's Harry Kane, left, substitutes out for England's Ollie Watkins during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: Denmark's Morten Hjulmand runs to celebrate after scoring his sides first goal during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: England's goalkeeper Jordan Pickford, right, allows a goal by Denmark's Morten Hjulmand during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 11 | England's goalkeeper Jordan Pickford, right, allows a goal by Denmark's Morten Hjulmand during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 11
England's goalkeeper Jordan Pickford, right, allows a goal by Denmark's Morten Hjulmand during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: England's Harry Kane, left, challenges Denmark's Andreas Christensen during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: Denmark's Yussuf Poulsen, right, and England's Marc Guehi compete for the ball during a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]
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[image: Britain's Prince William, left, talks to King of Denmark Frederik X before a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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                                        FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) -- Where England stands after two European Championship games is the envy of most teams. Just not good enough yet to have title ambitions.
A 1-1 draw Thursday with Denmark -- a semifinalist last time, don't forget -- means England is unbeaten and all-but certain to advance to the round of 16.
It also was a slack, mistake-filled display that left coach Gareth Southgate angrily gesturing at his players for gifting a slew of scoring chances late in the game.
"The team didn't function today, that is my responsibility," said Southgate, who heard jeers from fans behind the England goal in a ragged second half.
Harry Kane gave England another fast start at Euro 2024, scoring it the 18th minute, but the captain was substituted off in the second half as the team faded.
Denmark leveled in the 34th when Morten Hjulmand fired in a powerful low shot from long distance, after Kane gave away the ball in defense.

    


Eight years with Southgate has earned England sustained tournament success. The Three Lions reached the final of Euro 2020 -- after beating Denmark in the last four -- and a semifinal and a quarterfinal at the past two World Cups.




"We're in the environment of winning on the biggest stage," the coach acknowledged, adding "you have to accept what (criticism) comes our way."
England has never won back-to-back games to begin a Euros and a pattern of second-game syndrome has repeated at three straight tournaments.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Opening wins in the past three years have been following by tepid 0-0 draws with Scotland and the United States, now a 1-1 with the Danes who deserved more.
"I can't say we are disappointed but it's a shame," Denmark coach Kasper Hjulmand said. "There is a result we could have gotten."
Still, England started Euro 2024 by beating Serbia 1-0 and now sits top of Group C with four points. That tally always has been enough to advance in the 24-team Euros format where four third-place teams from the six groups go forward to the round of 16. 

    


England can finish in any position from first to third in the Group C standings after playing unbeaten Slovenia next Tuesday.
Slovenia drew 1-1 with Serbia earlier Thursday, four days after getting the same result against Denmark. Serbia meets Denmark in their final games also on Tuesday evening.
Southgate had defended his players from what seemed like unfair criticism for the nervy nature of the win against Serbia, ceding some control after Jude Bellingham's early goal.
Bellingham was subdued Thursday and Southgate removed the stellar strike trio of Kane, Phil Foden and Bukayo Saka in one sweep in the 69th. Jarrod Bowen, Eberechi Eze, Ollie Watkins came on and within two minutes Watkins almost scored with a shot after a darting run.
The coach's patience seemed to run out in the 85th when his players repeatedly gave away the ball and surrendered scoring chances. He gestured from the sideline with both index fingers pointing to his temples, urging them to think more.
England had led by seizing on sleepiness in the Denmark defense. Hesitation by Victor Kristiansen let right-back Kyle Walker surge past him to steal the ball for a pass across the goalmouth.

    


When the ball reached Kane he poked home a left-footed shot for a record extending 64th England goal for the captain.
Kane had his part in Denmark's leveler. His unwise pass out of defense soon went to Hjulmand, who strode forward to fire a low shot past goalkeeper Jordan Pickford and in the net off his right-hand post.
The game was played beneath a closed stadium roof on slippery turf that cut up after steady rain this week.
The teams had royal watchers from the stands with the king of Denmark, Frederik X, and future king of England, Prince William, at the game.
An England team packed with aristocrats of club soccer and stars of the Champions League looked more common on Thursday.
"To achieve extraordinary things you have got to go through some difficult moments," said Southgate, whose team typically sticks around for the final week. "Today was a difficult moment without a doubt."
___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024
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[image: Tommy Paul of the US serves to Alejandro Tabilo of Chile during their men's singles match on day six of The Queen's Club tennis tournament, in London, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]
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[image: Taylor Fritz of the US plays a return to Milos Raonic of Canada during their men's singles match on day five of The Queen's Club tennis tournament, in London, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]
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                                        Coco Gauff will lead the U.S. tennis team at the Paris Olympics three years after missing the Tokyo Games because she tested positive for COVID-19.
The 20-year-old Gauff, ranked No. 2, will be joined by No. 5 Jessica Pegula, Danielle Collins and Emma Navarro in women's singles, along with Taylor Fritz, Tommy Paul, Chris Eubanks and Marcos Giron in men's singles.
Olympic tennis starts July 27 at Roland Garros, the site of the French Open.
The American team features six first-time Olympians, the U.S. Tennis Association said in Thursday's announcement.
Gauff is the U.S. Open champion and has reached the semifinals at the year's first two Grand Slams, the Australian and French Opens. She was a finalist on the Roland Garros clay in 2022 and will be a medal contender in doubles, too.
Gauff and Pegula have won five doubles titles as a pair. Gauff won her first major doubles title -- with Katerina Siniakova of the Czech Republic -- at the French Open this month.

    


Gauff tested positive for COVID-19 days before the start of the pandemic-delayed Tokyo Olympics in July 2021.
Pegula returned to action last week from a neck injury in April that forced her to miss the French Open. She was a singles quarterfinalist there in 2022.




The 30-year-old Collins, who has said this will be her final season on the tour, has won two titles this year in Miami and Charleston. The 2022 Australian Open runner-up also reached the Strasbourg final in May before a second-round exit at the French Open, where her best result was the quarterfinals in 2020.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Doubles player Desirae Krawczyk will team up with Collins at the Paris Games. Collins and Krawczyk won a doubles title last year in Charleston. Krawczyk is a four-time Grand Slam champion in mixed doubles.
Navarro, at a career-high No. 17, reached the fourth round at Roland Garros.
For the men, Fritz is the highest-ranked American at No. 12, followed by Paul at No. 13. Eubanks is 44th and Giron 53rd.

    


Paul and Giron competed at the Tokyo Games.
The U.S. is also taking 40-year-old Rajeev Ram to his third Olympics. He'll be paired with Austin Krajicek in doubles. Fritz and Paul will also join forces in doubles.
Ram, who has four major doubles titles, won the mixed doubles silver medal with Venus Williams at the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Games.
The USTA said it will announce one mixed doubles team for Paris at a later date.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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    [image: FILE - Baseball Hall of Fame inductee Rickey Henderson poses for during a news conference, Tuesday Jan. 13, 2009, in New York. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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[image: FILE - Oakland Athletics' Rickey Henderson dives for third base to steal his 939th career base to set the all-time stolen base record during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the New York Yankees, May 1, 1991, in Oakland. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg, File)]
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[image: FILE- In this June 5, 2016, file photo, former Philadelphia Phillies third baseman Mike Schmidt smiles prior to a baseball game between the Phillies and the Milwaukee Brewers in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Derik Hamilton, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this Oct. 19, 1980, file photo, Philadelphia Phillies' Mike Schmidt watches his two-run homer in the fourth inning as Kansas City Royals catcher Darrell Porter watches, at right, during Game 5 of the World Series in Kansas City. (AP Photo/Stubblebine, File)]
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[image: FILE - Willie Mays (24) of the San Francisco Giants connects for his 600th lifetime home run, Sept. 23, 1969, in San Diego, Calif. Willie Mays, the electrifying ]
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[image: FILE - New York Giants' Willie Mays is shown just before he played his first game in the majors, May 25, 1951. Willie Mays, the electrifying ]
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[image: FILE- In this June 5, 2016, file photo, former Philadelphia Phillies third baseman Mike Schmidt smiles prior to a baseball game between the Phillies and the Milwaukee Brewers in Philadelphia. (AP Photo/Derik Hamilton, File)]
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                                        Amid all the tributes and memories about the legendary Willie Mays, consider this perspective on his greatness:
He may have been baseball's greatest living Hall of Famer -- not just at the time of his death this week, but from the moment he was inducted in 1979.
Mays' combination of hitting, baserunning and defensive brilliance was so extraordinary that simply calling him an all-time great feels insufficient. Some sort of superlative is warranted, and while "greatest living Hall of Famer" is obviously subjective, few would dispute that Mays had a strong case.
As for who deserves that title now -- well, it's a much tougher question, especially since Mays was preceded in death in recent years by the likes of Hank Aaron, Frank Robinson, Tom Seaver and Joe Morgan. It's been a sobering period for baseball fans as so many stars from the 1960s and 1970s have passed on.

    


If Mays' godson, Barry Bonds, were in the Hall, he'd be a pretty easy choice as the game's greatest living Hall of Famer, but PED-related controversy continues to keep him out. Here are a few other candidates for this unofficial but compelling honor:




Rickey Henderson
Henderson is the leader among living Hall of Famers in Baseball Reference's version of wins above replacement, and while he's known largely for his speed, at his peak he was an all-around offensive force. Henderson dominated the 1989 playoffs with Oakland and then won his lone MVP award the following year. He retired with a career on-base percentage of .401 and is still the all-time leader in stolen bases and runs. The gap in steals between him and second-place Lou Brock is the same as the gap between Brock and 46th-place Jimmy Rollins.
Mike Schmidt

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In a 13-year span from 1974-86, the Philadelphia third baseman won three MVPs, eight National League home run titles and 10 Gold Gloves. And his numbers -- which included three straight on-base percentage titles and seven 100-walk seasons -- have aged well through the years. Schmidt struck out a lot and rarely had a high batting average, but modern stats only enhance his status as one of the most valuable sluggers of his era.

    


Greg Maddux, Randy Johnson or Pedro Martinez
Take your pick from this trio of stellar pitchers who combined to win a dozen Cy Young Awards. Martinez's 1997-2000 peak may have been the best of the bunch, although Maddux's incredible 1992-95 stretch was limited a bit by a couple strike-shortened seasons. Johnson pitched until he was 46, and only Nolan Ryan has more strikeouts than the 6-foot-10 left-hander.
Sandy Koufax
Koufax is one of Mays' contemporaries, but he's been tough to evaluate historically because of his early retirement due to arm problems. From 1963-66, Koufax posted an ERA under 2.00 three times and had over 300 strikeouts three times. Then his career ended at age 30.
Ken Griffey Jr.
There's a beautiful symmetry between Mays, the "Say Hey Kid," and Griffey, who was just "The Kid." They're even one spot apart on the career home run list. But after debuting at age 19 and combining elite slugging with electrifying play in center field, Griffey's durability became an issue after he turned 30.

    


Honorable Mention
Cal Ripken Jr. was more than just a popular player with a record-setting consecutive games streak. He provided consistent power at a premium position and led the major leagues in WAR three times. ... Carl Yastrzemski and Wade Boggs had similar career WAR numbers to Ripken. Yaz put up great offensive stats during the pitcher-friendly late 1960s, and Boggs probably deserved more MVP consideration while winning five batting titles in six years during the '80s. ... Mariano Rivera never won a Cy Young Award or MVP, but he deserves a nod as the only player elected to the Hall unanimously.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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    [image: FILE - Creighton takes a timeout during the second half of an NCAA college basketball game Wednesday, Dec. 28, 2011, in Omaha, Neb. Facing upheaval on the way in college athletics, a handful of administrators and athletes from smaller schools have been working on a new model of governance. The hope by members of the Football Championship Subdivision and Division I-AAA (programs without football) is to give their athletes more of a say and essentially treat them more like students than employees.(Corey Perrine/Omaha World-Herald via AP, File)]
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[image: FILE - Abilene Christian defensive back Anthony Egbo Jr. (4) breaks up a pass intended for Texas A&M wide receiver Noah Thomas (3) during the second quarter of an NCAA college football game Saturday, Nov. 18, 2023, in College Station, Texas. Facing upheaval on the way in college athletics, a handful of administrators and athletes from smaller schools have been working on a new model of governance. Former Abilene Christian football player Anthony Egbo Jr. is among the athletes involved. They surveyed peers on what coaches expected of them and got some 100 responses to help formulate the model. (AP Photo/Sam Craft, File)]
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                                        Facing upheaval on the way in college athletics, a handful of administrators and athletes from smaller schools have been working on a new model of governance.
The hope by members of the Football Championship Subdivision and Division I-AAA (programs without football) is to give their athletes more of a say and essentially treat them more like students than employees.
It was a way to be proactive -- and potentially head off future lawsuits -- amid seismic changes across college sports that started even before the recent $2.77 billion settlement of antitrust claims agreed to by the NCAA and the nation's five biggest conferences. That proposal, which needs a judge's approval, also sets the stage for schools to pay millions directly to athletes.
The full impact of the settlement is not yet known, but there are concerns that the chase for championships and big-time revenue is beyond the scope and interest of many schools.

    


Janet Cone, the president of I-AAA athletic directors and the AD at UNC Asheville, joined colleagues to present their proposed model earlier this month at the annual convention of the National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics and to others during an online panel organized by the Knight Commission on Intercollegiate Athletics.




"Our goal was to create a sustainable model that was philosophically and legally defensible and would keep our subdivisions competing in Division I," Cone told the group.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There are 128 FCS programs that offer football, from Abilene Christian to Youngstown State. There are another approximately 90 I-AAA schools without football that include basketball-focused athletic programs such as Gonzaga, Creighton and St. John's.
Organizers say their plan would keep their schools at the D-I level while giving athletes more control over governance without resorting to legal action and perhaps provide them with a chance to earn credits toward a degree for athletics.

    


"I think that the response has been very positive," said Tom Michael, athletic director at FCS school Eastern Illinois. "I think people believe that we're down the right path. We understand we're not at the finish line. Nobody has suggested that this is the final version of this model.
"I think that there's an understanding that we need to be proactive on this and we can't sit and wait for somebody else to try to point us in the direction or create the pathway for us."
The group enlisted the Pictor Group as consultants last November. The plan has the stated mission of treating athletes more like other students and outlines a different role for coaches: Potential no-nos could include removing a player from a team as punishment or pressuring them to move into certain majors. Other proposals cover unreasonable time commitments, rules for appearance off the field and testing for recreational drugs.
"Obviously there's got to be some kind of control to compete at a high level but not exerting control of everything they do," Cone said of coaches. "Those pieces are really critical to our model where the student-athletes are going to be very involved."

    


Former Abilene Christian football player Anthony Egbo Jr. and Radford volleyball player Meredith Page are among the athletes involved. They surveyed peers on what coaches expected of them and got some 100 responses to help formulate the model.
Egbo told the Knight Commission audience that the increased professionalizing of college sports has created more desire for athletes to have more say "in the development of policies that impact our experience."
"The question that we've been asking is: What if there's a better way for student-athletes to have influence over their experience that didn't have to go through judicial and third-party systems?" Egbo said.
The guidelines are a way to steer away from any semblance of an employer-employee relationship. The National Labor Relations Board earlier this year found that Dartmouth exerted enough control over men's basketball players that they met the legal definition of employees. That case has been appealed by the school.

    


Michael noted the proposals are not potentially earth-shattering changes as evidenced from a recent conversation with a league commissioner and a fellow athletic director.
"We kind of joked like, what we're talking about here isn't some novel approach," he said. "It's really what we all got into this for and trying to bring it back to its roots of this model that's centered around education. We kind of laughed and were like, 'Wow, that's a novel idea.'"
___
AP college sports: https://apnews.com/hub/college-sports
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                                        OMAHA, Neb. (AP) -- Until he saw messages flying back and forth on the 1990s-era LSU players' group text thread late this season, Skip Bertman didn't realize the Tennessee team of 2024 was making a serious run at the Holy Grail of the college baseball record book.
Bertman's 1997 Tigers slugged 188 home runs in 70 games on their way to the second of two straight national championships and were the inspiration for the phrase "gorilla ball," the descriptor for the style of offense in an era when bats were juiced and balls flew out of ballparks at unprecedented rates.
No team had come close to approaching 188 until this year's Volunteers, who have 178 in 70 games heading into Game 1 of the best-of-three College World Series finals against Texas A&M on Saturday.
"My God, I thought that was the one record that never could be broken," the retired Bertman said Thursday from Baton Rouge, Louisiana, summarizing the text traffic among his former players. "And here they are, I guess, (178), which is incredibly close and obviously means they could break it in the future."

    


The record probably is safe this year. The Vols would have to average nearly four homers a game the rest of the way to break it -- and that's if the finals go three games.




As it is, Tennessee ranks second all-time in single-season home runs, and it's the only team to ever have five players hit at least 20 each in a season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Really astonishing," Bertman said.
Homers are harder to come by at Charles Schwab Field than they were at Rosenblatt Stadium, where the LSU teams regularly took up residence during Junes of the 1990s.
The '97 Tigers hit 10 homers in four CWS games. The '24 Vols have hit five in three games so far.
Christian Moore homered while hitting for the cycle and Kavares Tears also connected in their opener against Florida State, but it was a triple, double, walk and three singles that brought them back from a three-run deficit in a 12-11 walk-off win.

    


Tears and Reese Chapman homered to get the Vols' offense going in their 6-1 win over North Carolina on Sunday. Blake Burke's ninth-inning homer against Florida State on Wednesday happened when the 7-2 win was all but secured.
Tennessee is batting a CWS-best .321, and it has three of the top five hitters in Moore (.571), Burke (.500) and Dreiling (.500). The Vols are batting .333 with runners in scoring position, .375 with runners on base and .428 with two outs. Batters leading off innings have combined to hit .357.
"We're just loaded throughout the lineup," Vols pitcher Zander Sechrist said. "And obviously it prepares you for moments like this."
Though Tennessee is built for power to take advantage of its hitter-friendly ballpark in Knoxville, it has shown it can produce plenty of offense in different ways at the expansive Omaha stadium.
"Sometimes it doesn't happen for you the way you want," coach Tony Vitello said, "but we knew our guys would take consistently good swings. We knew they were very physical, and we knew we'd have some depth."
Bertman said he sees a lot of his 1997 team in the Vols, even though the bats they swing have been drastically toned down from the ones used three decades ago.

    


Through 70 games, Tennessee has five sacrifice bunts and averages 0.70 steals per game to rank near the bottom of Division I in both. LSU had only four sacrifice bunts and averaged 1.01 steals over its 70 games in 1997.
"One thing I'm sure Coach goes for is the homer, and he doesn't bunt or steal a lot, and that's one way to do it," Bertman said. "Honestly, it's a wonderful effort by Tennessee."
Asked what would happen if the 1997 LSU Tigers played the 2024 Tennessee Volunteers at the old Rosenblatt using the bats of the late '90s, Bertman laughed and said he could imagine homers galore and a 30-28 final score.
The 86-year-old Bertman still watches plenty of college baseball, particularly in the Southeastern Conference, and he said Texas A&M is a team capable of holding down the Vols' offense.
The Aggies have allowed a total of three runs in three CWS games, and for the season they rank in the top 10 nationally in ERA (3.86) and strikeouts per nine innings (10.8) and they lead the country with 11 shutouts.

    


Justin Lamkin, who has thrown eight shutout innings in two CWS starts, has been a revelation as the No. 2 pitcher behind ace Ryan Pranger. They also have a deep bullpen featuring National Stopper of the Year Evan Aschenbeck as the closer. His 1.59 ERA leads the nation.
"That team can pitch," Bertman said. "I mean, that team can really pitch."
___
AP college sports: https://apnews.com/hub/college-sports
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[image: United States' Simone Biles speaks with her coach Aimee Boorman during the artistic gymnastics women's individual all-around final at the 2016 Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Thursday, Aug. 11, 2016. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)]
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                                        Luisa Blanco knows her gymnastics career has an expiration date.
The funny thing is, the older the recent Alabama graduate gets, the more it seems to keep getting pushed back. 
For a long time, the 22-year-old Blanco figured her final season with the Crimson Tide this spring would be it. Then she qualified to compete for Colombia in the Paris Olympics at last year's Pan Am Games, a dream she had long ago abandoned.
And while Blanco -- a Texas native whose family is from Colombia -- is focusing her attention on getting prepared for the Games, she is not sure she wants to see this chapter of her life end with the closing ceremony.
"Part of me wants to do gymnastics forever," Blanco said. "It's something that is not easy to walk away from."
She's hardly alone. Every year dozens of collegiate or elite athletes reach a crossroads where opportunities to continue vanish. They graduate. Or they get hurt. Or burned out. Or some combination of the three.

    


Starting next year, however, there could be an alternative.
The Global Impact Gymnastics Alliance wants to provide women a chance to continue competing until they're ready to walk away on their terms. Co-founders Aimee Boorman, Maura Fox and LaPrise Williams believe the spike in popularity of women's sports in general -- from the Caitlin Clark/Angel Reese-fueled interest in basketball to soccer to hockey -- and NCAA gymnastics in particular in recent years have created a landscape where a professional league will work.




The league plans to host its initial event sometime in 2025 with a roster of post-collegiate, international and perhaps elite gymnasts who aren't ready to essentially be forced into retirement by circumstance.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Female gymnasts are ending their career in college and most of them are at the peak shape in their life," said Boorman, who helped guide superstar Simone Biles to five Olympic medals and three world all-around championships. "Mentally they're in the right place. Physically they're in the right place. Then they have to deal with this sense of loss and this mourning process. We are providing the platform that allows to them to continue."

    


A 'necessity' for new opportunities
There was once a belief in the U.S. that female gymnasts needed to be in their teens if they wanted to compete at the highest levels of the sport, a myth Blanco grew up with while training at the Dallas-area gym owned by Valeri Liukin, whose daughter Nastia won the Olympic title at Beijing in 2008 at 18.
"That mentality of your body peaking at 15, 16 years old so that you can get ready and go to the Olympics, that was very much ingrained in me from a very, very young age," she said.
That's no longer the case in 2024.
There's a strong likelihood that the five-woman U.S. Olympic team for Paris will be comprised almost entirely of athletes in their 20s, led by the 27-year-old Biles. 
"With the average age of Olympic gymnasts continuing to climb, we are seeing that there is a necessity for an additional environment that supports and celebrates the phenomenal athletes in our sport outside of the traditional arenas of national and college competition," said Cal women's co-head coach Liz Crandall-Howell, who along with her husband Justin led the Bears to a program-best NCAA runner-up finish this spring.

    


The shift is due to several factors, including the easing of NCAA compensation rules that allow elite gymnasts like 2020 Olympic champion Sunisa Lee to compete collegiately while cashing in on their success. 
Gymnasts like LSU's Livvy Dunne have landed high-profile sponsorship deals that have helped raise the profile of the sport to something beyond the every-four-year fascination with the Olympics.
Going pro in the US
GIGA wants to provide an outlet for gymnasts both athletically and financially, believing the league will let the athletes remain in the sport longer, letting them grow their personal brand in the process.
The gymnastics will be a hybrid of sorts. GIGA will use the 10.0 scoring system -- figuring it's more accessible to casual fans than the more complex international scoring system -- and is looking for a middle ground between the NCAA and elite levels.

    


There will be a slight lean toward artistry over difficulty, though there should still be plenty of opportunities for athletes still looking to push their skills. It just won't necessarily be required to impress the judges.
"The code (of points) is geared to make sure these women have longevity in the sport," Boorman said. "We want to see the big exciting gymnastics but we also aren't going to push skills that have high injury rate that could shorten their careers."
In a perfect world, Boorman sees a day where GIGA has a handful of events in the late-spring/early summer, multiple training centers, paid maternity leave and "everything else a professional athlete should have because it's a job, not just a hobby."

    


That of course, will take a significant amount of investment and hopefully a broadcast partner for starters. Boorman points to the rising TV ratings and streaming numbers for pretty much anything women's sports-related at the moment as evidence the market is there.
The meets -- in whatever way they reach the audience -- won't look like a typical broadcast.
GIGA plans to lean into AI and tech to give viewers specific metrics on everything from the speed of a gymnast sprinting down the vault runway to the height they reach during a tumbling pass.
"This event is not going to be a show, it is going to be a competition," Boorman said. "We really want to honor the athletes and their physical prowess. They are the best in the world at what they do."
And just as importantly, allow them to stay in something they clearly love. Blanco watched teammates at Alabama graduate and struggle with having gymnastics become they "did," not something they "do." GIGA could potentially change that.
"Starting something like this is incredible," Blanco said. "Because it gives you the opportunity to not leave something unfinished for as long as your body can let you."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                                        EUGENE, Ore. (AP) -- When Eric Gregory crouches into the starting blocks, his coach will be right next to him.
It's the best way for the 400-meter sprinter to ensure a fast start. Because Gregory can't really hear the starter's commands or sometimes the starter's pistol.
Gregory lost a majority of his hearing as a kid. So he waits for his coach, Byron Moore, to signal commands from a lane usually to his right, and a shout of "let's go!" after the pistol.
The system is working to perfection. Gregory is coming off his third straight Division III national title competing for Gallaudet University. He earned spot No. 35 out of 35 in the 400-meter field for the first round Friday at the U.S. Olympic track and field trials. To make it here, though, is only part of his plan. He's eager to make a big impression.
"The only way people are going to respect us or look at us and see who we are is we've got to put in the work," Gregory said in an interview conducted with the help of his coach and Sam Atkinson, the school's associate athletic director for communications. "Just because we can't hear, it doesn't mean we can't do. We have feet, we have hands, we can smell, we taste, can see, it doesn't matter. You've got to do it."

    


Gregory grew up in Louisiana and started losing his hearing when he was around 5 years old. Gregory said the reason isn't known: It could've been due to an illness. Or it could've been the result of a childhood accident when he and his brother were wrestling and he fell on his head.




He has 25% hearing in his right ear and 35% in his left. He wears hearing aids, but not typically in a race. Because if the wind is blowing, it distorts any sort of sound.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That's why he relies on Moore, the coach at Gallaudet in Washington, D.C., a global leader in the education for deaf and hard of hearing students. Moore got a heads-up on Gregory from Tony Tatum, a standout football player at the school who now works on the recruitment side for students and athletes. Tatum told Moore about this high schooler he might want to check out.

    


Already fast, Gregory just kept getting faster under Moore's supervision. Gregory set the U.S. Deaf Collegiate Record in the 400-meter dash (45.73) at the NCAA Division III national championships in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, last month. That time had a chance to earn him a lane at trials.
"I looked at the list last week and it said, 'Accepted,"" said Moore, who said he's been told he will receive a special credential to get him on the track. "My whole body started shaking."
Gregory will be in Lane 2 on Friday in the second of five heats. The final is Monday, with the top three making the U.S. Olympic team for the Paris Games.
"We all want to see success come from this weekend," Moore said. "Not just a thing where it was a publicity stunt or a mercy acceptance, but the fact he can come in here and do well, that's the goal."
The coach and sprinter are in sync on the track. For the "on your mark" command, Moore raises his hand and waits for him to get into the blocks. He puts his hand down to eye level. On "set," Moore pulls his hand back. Gregory then waits for the pistol to sound before leaving the blocks with Moore yelling, "Let's Go!" to spur him on. The only hiccup is if an electric starting sound is used instead of a starting pistol. That's hard for Gregory to hear.

    


The tandem have been told that at trials a starter's pistol could be used for his heat. If not, Moore will be there to assist. For some of his athletes, Moore will pound the track at the start.
The only time the start has been a real challenge was at a meet Gregory's freshman year, when Gregory didn't get into a set position -- crouching into the blocks -- because he didn't hear the command. The race went off anyway.
"Had a few words with the starter after that," Moore said.
Gregory was adamant that he's not operating from a disadvantage in an event where fractions of a second can make all the difference.
"If you can do it, you can do it," Gregory said of running fast.

    


All he wants is a lane and a chance to compete against the likes of Michael Norman, the 400-meter champion at the 2022 world championships held at Hayward Field.
"I'm racing with the big dogs," said Gregory, who wants to follow in the footsteps of Moore and become a coach one day. "I'm racing somebody that's able to put me in a position to grow and learn and get better."
Gregory studies video and races all the time, sending clips to Moore at all hours of the night.
"He worked hard to be here," Moore said. "He deserves to be here among these great athletes. He's ready to show the rest of the world what he can do."
___ AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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    [image: Serbia's fans chant ahead of a Group C match between Serbia and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, Sunday, June 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)]
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                                        BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) -- Serbia soccer officials threatened their team could quit the European Championship after they were offended by fan chants reportedly heard during the Albania-Croatia match.
The game on Wednesday ended 2-2 in Hamburg, and Albanian and Croatia fans were reportedly heard teaming up during play to sing a slogan in Serbian.
Hours after Serbia played its second group match Thursday, against Slovenia in Munich, European soccer body UEFA said it asked an in-house investigator to look at the allegations. 
A disciplinary inspector was appointed, UEFA said, "to conduct an investigation regarding potential racist and/or discriminatory conduct by supporters that allegedly occurred."
UEFA gave no timeline for the case, which is unlikely to be resolved before Serbia's third and potentially last game -- on Tuesday against Denmark.

    


"What happened is scandalous and we will ask UEFA for sanctions, even at the cost of not continuing the competition," Serbia Football Association general secretary Jovan Surbatovic said.
"We will request UEFA to punish the federations of both teams. We don't want to participate in that, but if UEFA doesn't punish them, we will think about how to proceed."




In a separate statement on Thursday, the Serbia FA condemned the "shameful racist behavior" of the Albanian and Croatian fans and said the match should have been suspended as soon as the chants started.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Such insulting of a nation with cries that they should be killed has not been seen at sports events for a long time," the statement added.
UEFA president Aleksander Ceferin was with Serbian officials in Munich at the game Thursday against his home country Slovenia, which ended 1-1.
UEFA tournament rules for Euro 2024 call for sanctions against teams refusing to play, and a federation that is "responsible for a match not taking place or not being played in full loses all rights to payments from UEFA."

    


Serbia is due to receive at least 9.25 million euros ($9.9 million) from a tournament prize fund of 331 million euros ($355 million) paid from UEFA revenues for broadcast and sponsor deals, plus ticket sales. The Serbia FA also would be liable to pay compensation and face further disciplinary action.
The animosity between Croatian and Albanian fans toward the Serbs, and vice versa, dates to the 1990s wars in the Balkans.
Serbian fans are notorious for their chants against the Croats and Albanians as well as racist shouts and vocal support of convicted war criminals responsible for the deaths of tens of thousands during the bloody breakup of the former Yugoslavia.
UEFA fined the Albanian and Serbian federations 10,000 euros ($10,700) each after their first group matches for fans displaying banners with nationalist maps.
Each federation is responsible for the conduct of its fans, and UEFA charged Serbia and Albania with "transmitting provocative messages not fit for a sports event."
Albania fans displayed a banner with a map of their country extending its borders into the territory of neighboring countries. It was shown on Saturday during the 2-1 loss against Italy in Dortmund.

    


A Serbia fans banner included the territory of Kosovo, a former Serbian province that declared independence in 2008, and a slogan, "No Surrender," in the 1-0 loss against England in Gelsenkirchen.
UEFA has also launched an investigation into claims of monkey chants aimed at England players during the clash.
___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024
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                                        EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) -- Edmonton Oilers star Connor McDavid is having one of the most productive postseasons in NHL history. A look at his numbers and their historical significance:
___
Points, one postseason
McDavid is right there with the absolute greatest who have ever played, and a record that has stood for nearly 40 years is within his reach.
McDavid has 42 points so far in these playoffs. The only players with more: Wayne Gretzky with 47 in 1985, Mario Lemieux with 44 in 1991 and Gretzky again with 43 in 1988.
Assists, one postseason
Nobody has more in NHL history. McDavid has set up 34 goals so far in these playoffs, breaking the record of 31 assists that Gretzky set in 1988. Gretzky also had 30 assists in 1985.
Back-to-back
McDavid had four points (1-3-4) in Game 4 against Florida, then did it again (2-2-4) in Game 5. He became the first player in Stanley Cup Final history with consecutive four-point games.

    


Ever.
The only player with three points in three consecutive games in the same title series is Oilers great (and now assistant coach) Paul Coffey, who did it in 1985. Montreal's Newsy Lalonde is the only other player with such a streak, sort of: He had three points in three consecutive final games spanning the 1918 and 1919 seasons.




Most points, 2-game span
Not only is McDavid the first with back-to-back four-point games in the Stanley Cup Final, he's also the first with eight points in a two-game span of the same series.
There are seven players -- Lemieux in 1991, Gretzky in 1988, Coffey in 1985, Gordie Howe and Ted Lindsay in 1955, Syl Apps in 1942 and Lalonde in 1919 -- who had seven points in a two-game stretch of the final.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

They're all looking up at McDavid on that list now.
4 in 4
McDavid is the first player to have four different four-point games in a single Stanley Cup playoff season since the Oilers' glory days of the 1980s.
Gretzky had six four-point games in the 1985 playoffs, while Coffey and Jari Kurri had four apiece that same year. Mark Messier had four such games in the 1988 playoffs.

    


Nobody had done it before, or since, until McDavid this year. And all five of those players did it in an Oilers sweater.
Most since Lemieux
McDavid has a career-best 174 points in 99 games so far this season, the most by anyone in a single NHL season since Lemieux had 188 points in 1995-96.
McDavid had 173 points last season in 94 games. This will be the fourth consecutive season that he leads the NHL in points, factoring in both regular season and postseason contests.
Nobody has had that long a streak since -- you guessed it -- Gretzky, who was atop the total-season scoring list in nine consecutive seasons spanning 1979-80 (when he was tied with Marcel Dionne) through 1987-88.
The 174 points is tied for 14th most in a season; Mike Bossy had that many in 1981-82. The only players with more than 174 points are -- again, you guessed it -- Gretzky (who did it 10 times, with a career-best 255 points in 1984-85) and Lemieux (who did it three times, with a career-best 218 points in 1988-89).
His impact
It's pretty simple: If McDavid gets a point, the Oilers are probably going to win.
He's gotten at least one goal or assist in 82 games this season; the Oilers have won 59 of those games -- a 72% rate.

    


He's been held without a point in 17 games this season; the Oilers have won three of those games -- an 18% rate.
___
AP NHL playoffs: https://apnews.com/hub/stanley-cup and https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL
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                                        PITTSBURGH (AP) -- Alex Nedeljkovic is getting his wish. He's staying in Pittsburgh.
The Penguins re-signed the veteran goaltender to a two-year deal on Thursday that carries an average annual value of $2.5 million.
The 28-year-old Nedeljkovic went 18-7-7 with a 2.97 goals-against average in 38 games for the Penguins last season. The team relied on him heavily down the stretch and his play helped fuel a late-season surge that nearly carried Pittsburgh to the playoffs.
Nedeljkovic, a Cleveland native, had been scheduled to become a free agent next month. His return gives the team a reliable complement to starter Tristan Jarry, who struggled at times late in the season and spent a significant portion of the final two months watching Nedeljkovic from the bench.
___
AP NHL playoffs: https://apnews.com/hub/stanley-cup and https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL
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                                        GELSEKIRCHEN, Germany (AP) -- At times, it was like watching Lionel Messi.
How about that for a compliment for Lamine Yamal after another thrilling performance at the European Championship that showed just why there is such a buzz around this 16-year-old phenom with blond tinges in his dark hair and magic in his boots.
One moment stood out, in particular, in Spain's 1-0 win over Italy on Thursday.
It was the middle of the first half and Yamal had just started to put on a show -- eliciting some "ooohs" and "ahhhs" from a crowd containing Spain's King Felipe VI -- when the Barcelona youngster found himself inside off his right wing and with the ball at his feet.
Suddenly, he exploded into life, slaloming through the attempted tackles of two would-be challengers -- Federico Dimarco and then Jorginho -- while keeping the ball stuck to his left foot. As another tackle came in, he managed to play the ball through to Alvaro Morata to get a shot away.

    


It really could have been Messi.
As it could when he cut back off his wing and lifted the ball deftly over Davide Frattesi's sprawling tackle.
Or when he produced a double drag-back to leave two Italians grasping at thin air.




Or when he smashed a fierce left-footed shot that curled slightly and kissed the outside of the post around the hour mark.
Yamal was substituted in the 71st minute to applause from Spain's fans and no doubt sighs of relief from their Italian counterparts.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This was his ninth and easily biggest match in the red shirt of Spain and he didn't disappoint.
It's worth repeating that this kid -- born near Barcelona to a mother from Equatorial Guinea and a father from Morocco -- doesn't turn 17 until July 13, the day before the Euro 2024 final.
The youngest player to debut (at 15 years, 9 months and 16 days) and score in the Spanish league, the youngest player to start in the Champions League and the youngest to score for Spain's national team, Yamal earned the distinction of becoming the youngest player to feature at a European Championship in Spain's 3-0 win over Croatia on Saturday.

    


He entered the Veltins Arena ahead of the Italy match wearing large earphones and flicking through his cell phone. It was the biggest game of the tournament so far and he clearly wasn't fazed.
This, after all, is a player doing remarkable things at a remarkable age. Heck, he has a buyout clause of 1 billion euros at Barcelona.
Yamal wasn't perfect Thursday. He got an attempted backheel all wrong just before he came off. Indeed, there was a case to say Nico Williams, the 21-year-old on Spain's left wing, was more of a danger to Italy, with Yamal typically keeping it more simple and not always going for the spectacular.
But one thing was for sure: the biggest frisson of excitement among the spectators came when Yamal had the ball.
Just like with Messi at the last World Cup in Qatar.
___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024
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                                        CLEVELAND (AP) -- The Cleveland Browns cut defensive end Lonnie Phelps on Thursday following his arrest on drunken driving charges after he crashed his SUV into a Florida restaurant.
The team did not address Phelps' legal trouble in its news release but mentioned he spent all of 2023 on the practice squad.
Phelps was charged with DUI and damaging property on Wednesday night after authorities say he drove into an outdoor lounge area at Red Shoe Island Bistro in Key West. According to a police report obtained by cleveland.com, he refused to take a breath test.
The report also says Phelps refused to cooperate with officers on the scene.
The building's owner estimated the damage at $300,000 to cleveland.com.
The 23-year-old Phelps played at Miami (Ohio) before transferring to Kansas. He signed a reserve/future contract with the Browns in January. Phelps participated in Cleveland's minicamp last week.




___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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    [image: Carlos Alcaraz of Spain reacts after losing a point against Jack Draper of Britain during their men's singles match on day six of The Queen's Club tennis tournament, in London, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]
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[image: Jack Draper of Britain celebrates winning match point against Carlos Alcaraz of Spain during their men's singles match on day six of The Queen's Club tennis tournament, in London, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Wimbledon champion Carlos Alcaraz's buildup took a hit when he lost in the second round of Queen's Club on Thursday.
Alcaraz, the defending Queen's champion and top seed, lost to Jack Draper 7-6 (3), 6-3.
For Draper, the British No. 1, it was the biggest win of his career. He was impressively composed in front of his home crowd.
Queen's was Alcaraz's only grass-court preparation last year en route to winning Wimbledon for the first time.
But this time the Spaniard will have only two grass matches under his belt following his French Open victory. Wimbledon starts in 11 days.
Draper ended Alcaraz's eight-match win streak while extending his own to seven after winning his first ATP title last week in Stuttgart.
Draper didn't drop serve against Alcaraz. They were finally separated in the first set in the tiebreak, where Draper shot to 4-0 then 6-1. Alcaraz netted a return to concede the set.

    


Alcaraz suffered the only break in the sixth game of the second set, after Draper's backhand return serve down the line.
Draper saved a break point to hold for 5-2, then Alcaraz saved three match points to hold. Draper served out and threw his arms in the air.




"I knew I had to come out here and play really well, and luckily I did that," he said on court.
He faces fifth-seeded Tommy Paul in the quarterfinals.
Also Thursday, Lorenzo Musetti eliminated Brandon Nakashima 6-4, 4-6, 6-4 and will face 29-year-old British wild card Billy Harris in the quarterfinals.
Fifth-seeded Tommy Paul beat Alejandro Tabilo 6-3, 6-4.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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    [image: Edmonton Oilers fans react to a goal as they watch coverage of Game 5 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Final between the Oilers and the Florida Panthers, Tuesday, June 18, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Florida Panthers fans Jessyca and Joseph Grella of Hollywood, Fla., arrive at the arena before Game 5 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Finals against the Edmonton Oilers, Tuesday, June 18, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)]
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[image: Florida Panthers fans cheer a Panthers goal against the Edmonton Oilers, during a watch party for Game 4 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Final on Saturday, June 15, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers fans cheer the team during the second period of Game 5 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Finals against the Florida Panthers, Tuesday, June 18, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)]
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                                        EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) -- It's officially summer, and the best two teams in hockey during the winter months of the 2023-24 NHL season are still playing.
Whichever team wins Game 6 -- and Game 7, if necessary -- of the Stanley Cup Final between the Edmonton Oilers and Florida Panthers that resumes in Alberta on Friday night will not only be a team for all time as hockey's champion. It will be a rare team for all seasons, too.
Let's explain: Summer began in the Northern Hemisphere on Thursday. That makes this the fourth time in the last five years that the NHL season has stretched into the summer months and the sixth time that it's happened in league history.
But the Panthers or Oilers -- or both -- will join a very short list of teams to win games in fall, winter, spring and summer in the same NHL season.
"We're incredibly lucky, for sure," Panthers forward Ryan Lomberg said. "We were talking about the other day, that teams that haven't made the playoffs have been at home for a couple months now."

    


The first two instances of Cup final games getting played in summer -- 1995 and 2013 -- were because those seasons started late due to labor strife and no games were played in the fall. The 2019-20 season started in the fall 2019 and ended in the fall 2020, but saw no games played in spring 2020 because of the COVID-19 pandemic. The 2020-21 season stretched into summer but didn't start until mid-January so, again, no fall games were played.




There have been two teams in NHL history -- the 2021-22 Colorado Avalanche and Tampa Bay Lightning -- to win games in fall, winter, spring and summer in the same season. That year's schedule saw a slew of postponements because of the pandemic and the Stanley Cup Final stretched into the summer. Colorado went 2-1, Tampa Bay 1-2 following the June solstice that year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The winner of Friday's Game 6 of this year's Cup final in Edmonton will become the third team in NHL history to win a game in fall, winter, spring and summer in the same hockey season. (And if it's the Oilers, that means the Panthers will have another chance to join that list in Sunrise, Florida, on Monday night in Game 7.)

    


For the record, if we look at the actual meteorological seasons within this hockey season, the Panthers and Oilers have been relatively close record-wise all year:
Games played in the fall -- Florida 18-12-3, Edmonton 14-15-1.
Games played in the winter -- Edmonton 27-6-4, Florida 27-7-2. (No team had a better record in the winter months this season than the Oilers and Panthers did.)
Games played in the spring, including playoffs -- Florida 22-12-3, Edmonton 22-15-2.
"Incredibly lucky and fortunate to be in this position," Lomberg said.
The only time the Stanley Cup has been handed out later in the calendar year has been seasons affected by a strike, lockout or the pandemic. The last time the Oilers won it, in 1990, it was May 24.
Kane skates
Evander Kane, who has been scratched the past three games because of the sports hernia he had been playing through, took part in Oilers practice on a fifth line, which would indicate he is not penciled in to play in Game 6.

    


Coach Kris Knoblauch was not ready to make any declarations, consistent with his behavior throughout the series, saying he had not yet talked to athletic trainer T.D. Forss to see how Kane was feeling.
"We have got some things to think about," Knoblauch said. "But we have possibilities."
Game 6 History
Both teams are 2-0 in Game 6 so far in these playoffs. Edmonton beat Vancouver 5-1 and Dallas 2-1; Florida beat Boston and the New York Rangers, each time by a score of 2-1.
All-time, Edmonton is 17-9 in Game 6 and 10-7 at home in Game 6s. Florida is 6-3 all-time in the sixth game of a series, 2-3 when that contest is on the road.
Long Season
One team will set a record, the other will tie a record on Friday.
Game 6 of the Stanley Cup Final is Edmonton's 106th contest of the season, tying the 2005-06 Oilers for the most in a season (including playoffs) in franchise history.
It will be the 105th of the season for the Panthers. That's a Florida single-season record; the 1995-96 Panthers played 104 games.

    


The NHL record for games in a season is 108, done on six occasions, most recently by the St. Louis Blues in their 2018-19 Stanley Cup title season.
___
Reynolds reported from Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
___
AP NHL playoffs: https://apnews.com/hub/stanley-cup and https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL
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    [image: Florida Panthers left wing Matthew Tkachuk (19) attempts to stop a goal by Edmonton Oilers center Connor McDavid (97) during the third period of Game 5 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Finals, Tuesday, June 18, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. The Oilers defeated the Panthers 5-3. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Florida Panthers left wing Matthew Tkachuk (19) reacts after scoring a goal against Edmonton Oilers goaltender Stuart Skinner (74) during the second period of Game 5 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Finals, Tuesday, June 18, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)]
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[image: Florida Panthers' Anton Lundell, right, and Matthew Tkachuk speak to media in Edmonton, Alberta Friday June 14, 2024. The Panthers take on the Edmonton Oilers in Game 4 of the Stanley Cup hockey finals Saturday. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Florida Panthers' Matthew Tkachuk, center, and Edmonton Oilers' Darnell Nurse, second from left, scuffle during the second period of Game 4 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Final, Saturday, June 15, 2024, in Edmonton, Alberta. (Jeff McIntosh/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers right wing Corey Perry (90) moves the puck away from Florida Panthers left wing Matthew Tkachuk (19) during the first period of Game 5 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Finals, Tuesday, June 18, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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[image: Florida Panthers left wing Matthew Tkachuk (19) reacts after scoring a goal against Edmonton Oilers goaltender Stuart Skinner (74) during the second period of Game 5 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Finals, Tuesday, June 18, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)]
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[image: Florida Panthers defenseman Aaron Ekblad (5) congratulates left wing Matthew Tkachuk (19) after Tkachuk scored a goal against Edmonton Oilers goaltender Stuart Skinner (74) during the second period of Game 5 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Finals, Tuesday, June 18, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee)]
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[image: Florida Panthers' Anton Lundell, right, and Matthew Tkachuk speak to media in Edmonton, Alberta Friday June 14, 2024. The Panthers take on the Edmonton Oilers in Game 4 of the Stanley Cup hockey finals Saturday. (Jason Franson/The Canadian Press via AP)]
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[image: Edmonton Oilers right wing Corey Perry (90) moves the puck away from Florida Panthers left wing Matthew Tkachuk (19) during the first period of Game 5 of the NHL hockey Stanley Cup Finals, Tuesday, June 18, 2024, in Sunrise, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)]
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                                        FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) -- The save got all the rave reviews when talking about Matthew Tkachuk's performance for the Florida Panthers in Game 5 of the Stanley Cup Final against the Edmonton Oilers, and with good reason.
It's been replayed countless times, the play where Tkachuk takes off down the ice in the final seconds, the puck moving ahead of him on what seems to be an inevitable course into an empty net, and he dives headfirst while flailing his stick across the playing surface barely in time to knock it away before he slides into the net with his mouthpiece, as always, hanging askew.
But that wasn't the Tkachuk highlight that Florida coach Paul Maurice has liked most from this matchup. His favorite -- one he's shared with the Panthers over and over in recent days -- was one where a backchecking Tkachuk found a way to get the puck off Edmonton star Connor McDavid's stick earlier in the series and probably helped stop a goal.

    


"I watched that 100 times," Maurice said.
To Maurice, those are the plays to serve as reminders that Tkachuk -- the guy who played in last year's Stanley Cup Final with a broken sternum, an injury that made it hard to breathe and hurt so much that he needed help with things like getting out of bed, putting his pads on and tying his skates -- will do whatever it takes to win a title. Denied in Game 4 and again in Game 5, Tkachuk and the Panthers get a third chance to close out the series when the Cup final returns to Edmonton for Game 6 on Friday night.




The save was in vain; McDavid scored on that play anyway to wrap up a 5-3 win for the Oilers in Game 5. But to Tkachuk, what he did was simply what the moment required.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Tried to skate as hard as I can back to not allow a goal, and once I realized that it might go in, I just tried to sprawl out as much as I could to prevent it from going in," Tkachuk said Thursday before the Panthers left for Edmonton. "Kind of got lucky with the puck, the way I was able to whack it with my stick. It's kind of what our whole team's like, playing until the very end."

    


The mood was light at Panthers practice on Thursday, officially a 19-minute session on the ice, just enough to go over a few things and get people into a bit of a sweat. A 5 1/2-hour flight to Edmonton awaited for what the Panthers hope will be the final game of the season. If the Oilers win on Friday, Game 7 will be Monday night in Sunrise, Florida.
"It's another great challenge for us going into Edmonton," Panthers captain Aleksander Barkov said. "Another long trip, so we get to spend a lot of time together on the plane and in the hotel. We can't wait to get playing again tomorrow."
And yes, Tkachuk's save was still a big talking point in the room.
"It was huge," Barkov said.
Added forward Ryan Lomberg: "He's one of the best players in the world. He's one of our main leaders. When guys like that lead by example, everybody else is well on board."
Tkachuk had a goal and an assist in Game 5, doubling his point total -- no goals, one assist -- from the first four games of the series combined. The goal in Game 5, which started Florida's attempt to come back from what was a 3-0 deficit that night, was just his second in the Panthers' last 16 games.

    


"When your leaders are leading, everyone follows behind," Florida forward Evan Rodrigues said. "I think it was big for him to get a goal there and probably the best game he's had this series. I think when he's at his best, he's just a force. He's unstoppable, he's big, he wants the puck, he wants contact when he has the puck."
He was a spark in Game 5. Maybe he'll be enough of a spark in Game 6 for Florida to finish the job. The Panthers should have a better understanding now of what it takes to get the biggest win that a hockey team can get, Maurice said.
"There's a truth to kind of desensitization to extreme events," Maurice said. "A fireman, firewoman, first day on the job, first fire they go to, it's on. There's a lot going on. And 10 years in, 'Yeah, the blaze is three times the size, doesn't matter, I'm going in.' There is something to that. So, the more playoff experience you get as a group -- I'm not saying there's going to be less juice -- it's just you're not going to be overwhelmed by it because you've felt it."
___
AP NHL playoffs: https://apnews.com/hub/stanley-cup and https://www.apnews.com/hub/NHL
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    [image: Chicago White Sox pitcher Tim Hill throws during the sixth inning of a baseball game against the Milwaukee Brewers Friday, May 31, 2024, in Milwaukee. (AP Photo/Morry Gash)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Looking for bullpen help, the major league-leading New York Yankees signed left-hander Tim Hill on Thursday, two days after he was released by the majors-worst Chicago White Sox.
A 34-year-old with a sidearm delivery, Hill went 1-0 with a 5.87 ERA in 27 appearances with the White Sox, who designated him for assignment on June 12 and released him Tuesday. He struck out 13 batters in 23 innings.
"It's a different look from the left side, a guy that really puts the ball on the ground, especially against left-handed hitters," manager Aaron Boone said before the Yankees concluded a three-game series against Baltimore. "Feel like he's certainly performed in the big leagues in the past and even feel like the underlying stuff would suggest he was pitching a lot better than his numbers would suggest with the White Sox."
He gets $740,000 while in the major leagues and $120,600 while in the minor leagues, both the minimum.

    


Hill has a 17-14 record with four saves and a 4.30 ERA in 347 career relief appearances with the Kansas City Royals (2018-19), San Diego Padres (2020-23) and White Sox.




A spot in the Yankees' bullpen opened up when New York optioned left-hander Anthony Misiewicz to Triple-A Scranton/Wilkes-Barre after Wednesday night's 7-6, 10-inning loss to the Orioles. Misiewicz pitched a scoreless ninth, allowing Baltimore to load the bases with one out before working out of the jam.
The Yankees designated left-hander Clayton Andrews for assignment to make room for Hill on their 40-man roster.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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    [image: Britain's Prince William, left, talks to King of Denmark Frederik X before a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: King of Denmark Frederik X, center, sings his national anthem prior to a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]
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[image: Britains' Prince William, top, sings his national anthem prior to a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)]
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[image: Britain's Prince William smiles before a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: Britain's Prince William arrives for a Group C match between Denmark and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)]
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[image: Felipe VI, King of Spain, waves from the stands before during a Group B match between Spain and Italy at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)]
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[image: Felipe VI, King of Spain, watches from the stands before a Group B match between Spain and Italy at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)]
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                                        FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) -- The king of Denmark and the future king of England shook hands on a draw between their national teams at the European Championship in men's soccer on Thursday.
Watched by King Frederik X and Prince William, favored England led early but was left hanging on for a 1-1 draw at the Waldstadion in Frankfurt.
"May the best team win," said the pre-game message posted on Prince William's official account on X. It included a photo of the two men and King Frederik's daughter, Princess Josephine.
Neither team won but there was little doubt that Denmark had played better. Both teams are in contention to advance to the knockout round at Euro 2024 in Germany.
Prince William is president of the English Football Association and a regular spectator at games played by the team, known as the Three Lions.
On a big day out for European aristocrats, King Felipe VI of Spain was at the later game Thursday. Spain was playing Italy in Gelsenkirchen.
___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024
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    [image: United States national women's soccer team player Sophia Smith talks to reporters before a practice to prepare for a friendly match against South Korea, Friday, May 31, 2024, in Commerce City, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)]
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                                        PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) -- The National Women's Soccer League's Players Association stepped in when the Portland Thorns' appeal of a red card given to Sophia Smith two weeks ago was not only denied, but an additional suspension and fine was added.
As a result, Smith -- the league's leading scorer -- will play on Sunday when the Thorns host the undefeated Kansas City Current.
Smith, who also plays on the U.S. national team, earned a second yellow card in the waning moments of the Thorns' 1-0 victory over the North Carolina Courage.
The ball ended up on the sidelines and Smith was shown the card, apparently for time wasting when it appeared she moved the ball under the bench. A second yellow in a match results in a red card and means the player is suspended for the next game.
The Thorns appealed and an independent review panel denied it, adding a second game suspension for Smith and doubling her fine, the league announced on Tuesday.

    


Because the panel decided the appeal was "frivolous," under league rules it determined Portland cannot make any other appeals through the end of the 2025 season and must forfeit a $10,000 bond.




The NWSLPA stepped in and appealed the punishment handed to Smith. An NWSL review committee upheld the appeal and rescinded the additional suspension and fine for Smith.
Smith served the automatic suspension last weekend against the Seattle Reign, a 0-0 draw.
However, the league said "Portland's loss of its $10,000 bond and right to appeal for the 2024 and 2025 seasons will stand."
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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    [image: Jon Rahm, of Spain, speaks during a news conference at the U.S. Open golf tournament Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/Matt York)]
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[image: Bryson DeChambeau celebrates with fans and the trophy after winning the U.S. Open golf tournament Sunday, June 16, 2024, in Pinehurst, N.C. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)]
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                                        COLLEGE GROVE, Tenn. (AP) -- Jon Rahm is ready to stop watching TV and get back to playing golf. 
The Spaniard withdrew from LIV Golf's last event six holes into the second round in Houston, then pulled out of the U.S. Open last week two days before his tee time because of an infection between toes on his left foot.
The infection has subsided enough to be manageable, so Rahm is back for LIV Golf's inaugural event in Tennessee starting Friday. Now he resumes his pursuit of his first win since moving to Saudi-funded LIV Golf last December and first anywhere in the world since the 2023 Masters.
"I feel ready to walk and hit it," Rahm said. "I haven't been able to do much. It doesn't take much for me to feel ready to compete. Looking forward to it. Just happy that I'm here."
Rahm ranks second to Chile's Joaquin Niemann in the LIV standings thanks to finishing in the top 10 in each of the tour's first seven events. His team also is second with U.S. Open champ Bryson DeChambeau's team atop the standings with five events remaining before the team championship in Dallas.

    


LIV Golf's next event will be on Rahm's home turf at Andalucia, Spain, starting July 12. That begins a hectic stretch including the British Open, LIV Golf United Kingdom and the Olympics. Rahm is among six LIV Golf players set to compete in the Paris Games and is eager to win a medal for Spain.




First, the man with 20 career wins has to swing a club again. The three-day event is being played on a course designed by LIV Golf Commissioner Greg Norman, which opened in 2012 and will play as a par 71 over 7,267 yards.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Since I haven't done as much as I would have liked at home, I probably need to make a few extra swings on the range and maybe on the course just to try to get my body up to speed as soon as possible," Rahm said.
Not letting go
DeChambeau will have to put the U.S. Open trophy down long enough to try and win his first individual LIV title this season. He won twice last year with his team winning the 2023 championship. This season, his best LIV Golf finish was fourth in March in Saudi Arabia.

    


He just won his second U.S. Open after finishing as runner-up at the PGA Championship in May. DeChambeau has been carrying the U.S. Open trophy around with him since winning at Pinehurst No. 2, including a Wednesday night party in Nashville's honky tonk district.
"I'm here to go play the best golf I can and inspire others and give people some great entertainment," DeChambeau said.
Close to home
Caleb Surratt is as close as he could get to home at this inaugural event. Born in North Carolina, he played at the University of Tennessee, where he won the 2023 Southeastern Conference title. He still has a home in Knoxville despite turning pro. 
That's why he has lots of friends asking for tickets in what feels like a home game. 
Surratt also is LIV Golf's youngest player at the age of 20, keeping him out of those famed honky tonks.
"I can't get in anywhere, so it's not really on my radar, no," Surratt said. 
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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    [image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Clayton Kershaw works out before a baseball game against the Colorado Rockies in Los Angeles, Sunday, June 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Walker Buehler throws during the first inning of a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]
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[image: Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto throws to the plate during the first inning of a baseball game against the Kansas City Royals Saturday, June 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto throws to the plate during the first inning of a baseball game against the Kansas City Royals Saturday, June 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Dodgers pitcher Clayton Kershaw says his 'stuff's good' after making first rehab start

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Los Angeles Dodgers' Clayton Kershaw works out before a baseball game against the Colorado Rockies in Los Angeles, Sunday, June 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | Los Angeles Dodgers' Clayton Kershaw works out before a baseball game against the Colorado Rockies in Los Angeles, Sunday, June 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3
Los Angeles Dodgers' Clayton Kershaw works out before a baseball game against the Colorado Rockies in Los Angeles, Sunday, June 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Walker Buehler throws during the first inning of a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Walker Buehler throws during the first inning of a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3
Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Walker Buehler throws during the first inning of a baseball game against the Texas Rangers, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto throws to the plate during the first inning of a baseball game against the Kansas City Royals Saturday, June 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto throws to the plate during the first inning of a baseball game against the Kansas City Royals Saturday, June 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3
Los Angeles Dodgers starting pitcher Yoshinobu Yamamoto throws to the plate during the first inning of a baseball game against the Kansas City Royals Saturday, June 15, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        RANCHO CUCAMONGA, Calif. (AP) -- Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Clayton Kershaw took another step in his comeback from left shoulder surgery, throwing three innings in his first rehab start.
The three-time Cy Young Award winner allowed one run and two hits, struck out five and walked one on a pitch-clock violation at Class-A Rancho Cucamonga on Wednesday night. He threw 37 pitches in front of a sellout crowd at LoanMart Field.
"I checked all the boxes," Kershaw said. "It was fun to get back out there. As long as everything comes out fine, I think I'm on for the next one. Stuff's OK. It's getting better, so hopeful that over time you start working more on pitching and less about health and get ready to go."
Kershaw's pitches registered mostly 88-90 mph.
He is expected to make a few more rehab starts before rejoining the Dodgers.
The rotation has been rocked recently. Yoshinobu Yamamoto is out indefinitely after going on the injured list with a strained rotator cuff. Walker Buehler, who is coming off a second Tommy John surgery, joined him on Wednesday after taking a line drive to his right hip a day earlier at Colorado.
Kershaw underwent surgery in November, a month after his disastrous start in Game 1 of the National League Division Series against the Arizona Diamondbacks in which he left having gotten just one out. The Dodgers were swept in the series.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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    [image: FILE - Stanford head coach David Shaw walks on the field before an NCAA college football game against Washington State in Stanford, Calif., Saturday, Nov. 5, 2022. Shaw is returning to the NFL as a senior personnel executive with the Denver Broncos, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez, File)]
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                                        ENGLEWOOD, Colo. (AP) -- Former Stanford football coach David Shaw is returning to the NFL as a senior personnel executive with the Denver Broncos.
Shaw, who coached the Cardinal from 2011-22, will help evaluate college and pro players and assist general manager George Paton in roster evaluation. 
Before coaching at Stanford, where he won three Pac-12 titles, Shaw, 51, was an assistant coach for the Eagles, Raiders and Ravens, and he's been trying to get back into the NFL for a couple of years.
He interviewed for the Chargers' and Titans' head coaching vacancies last winter and also was a candidate for the Broncos job that went to Sean Payton in 2023. 
Shaw and Paton kept in contact afterward and they recently started to create a role for Shaw in the personnel department that's similar to the one Gary Kubiak held after stepping down as Broncos head coach at the end of the 2016 season.

    


Kubiak, however, had an office at team headquarters while Shaw will work mostly from his home in the Bay Area with trips to training camp and a few games.
Shaw has several connections to the Broncos. He and Payton were young offensive assistants together in Philadelphia in 1997. Also, team owners Carrie Walton Penner and Greg Penner each have degrees from Stanford and limited shareholder Condoleezza Rice is the director of the Hoover Institute at Stanford.




Shaw is the second high-profile addition to the Broncos' personnel department this year, following the hiring of vice president of player personnel Cody Rager, a longtime scout in New Orleans while Payton was head coach of the Saints.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Broncos, who have churned through 13 starting quarterbacks and a half-dozen head coaches since winning the Super Bowl in 2016, are trying to snap a streak of seven straight losing seasons and a playoff drought of eight years.
After going 8-9 in Payton's first season, they bid farewell to several high-profile veterans, including Justin Simmons, Russell Wilson and Josey Jewell, and they drafted quarterback Bo Nix in the first round.
___
More NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/NFL
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[image: India's Jasprit Bumrah prepares to bowl his next delivery during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between Afghanistan and India at Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)]
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[image: India's Jasprit Bumrah, center, celebrates with teammates after the dismissal of Afghanistan's Hazratullah Zazai during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between Afghanistan and India at Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)]
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[image: An Indian supporter cheers for his team ahead of the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between Afghanistan and India at Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)]
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[image: India's Suryakumar Yadav, left, plays a shot during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between Afghanistan and India at Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)]
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[image: India's Hardik Pandya, left, and batting partner Suryakumar Yadav, center, run between the wickets to score during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between Afghanistan and India at Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)]
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[image: India's Suryakumar Yadav watches the ball after playing a shot during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between Afghanistan and India at Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)]
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[image: India's Suryakumar Yadav, right, runs after playing a shot during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between Afghanistan and India at Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)]
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[image: India's Jasprit Bumrah celebrates the dismissal of Afghanistan's Hazratullah Zazai during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between Afghanistan and India at Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)]
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[image: India's Jasprit Bumrah prepares to bowl his next delivery during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between Afghanistan and India at Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)]
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[image: India's Jasprit Bumrah, center, celebrates with teammates after the dismissal of Afghanistan's Hazratullah Zazai during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between Afghanistan and India at Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)]
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[image: An Indian supporter cheers for his team ahead of the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between Afghanistan and India at Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)]
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[image: India's Suryakumar Yadav, left, plays a shot during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between Afghanistan and India at Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)]
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[image: India's Hardik Pandya, left, and batting partner Suryakumar Yadav, center, run between the wickets to score during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between Afghanistan and India at Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)]
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[image: India's Suryakumar Yadav watches the ball after playing a shot during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between Afghanistan and India at Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)]
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[image: India's Suryakumar Yadav, right, runs after playing a shot during the ICC Men's T20 World Cup cricket match between Afghanistan and India at Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)]
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                                        BRIDGETOWN, Barbados (AP) -- Fast bowler Jasprit Bumrah picked three wickets for just seven runs as India beat Afghanistan by 47 runs in their Super Eight clash at the Twenty20 World Cup on Thursday.
Bumrah's four-over spell was aided by Arshdeep Singh, who finished with 3-36. Spinners Kuldeep Yadav (2-32) and Axar Patel (1-15) shared three wickets as Afghanistan was bowled out for 134 runs.
Earlier, Suryakumar Yadav scored 53 off 28 balls -- his fifth T20 World Cup half-century -- as India reached 181-8 in 20 overs after opting to bat.
Yadav hit three sixes and five fours, while Hardik Pandya scored 32 off 24 balls, including two sixes.
India's next Super Eight game is on Saturday, against Bangladesh in Antigua. Afghanistan will play Australia in St. Vincent, also on Saturday.
Yadav was named player of the match.
"I am clear in my mind how I want to bat," he said. "There's a lot of hard work, process and routine involved in it. You just need to know your game plan and just play accordingly. When Hardik (Pandya) came in to bat, we discussed about batting with (aggressive) intent. In the end, we were happy with 180."

    


On a slow-paced Barbados wicket, India had made a sluggish start. Skipper Rohit Sharma was out caught for eight, while star batter Virat Kohli only managed run-a-ball 24.




Rishabh Pant, batting at three, provided some acceleration -- he scored 20 off 11 balls with four fours.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Afghanistan skipper and wrist spinner Rashid Khan did damage to India's top order, dismissing both Kohli and Pant, the latter out lbw. It was the first time Khan picked up wickets against India in T20s.
India was down to 62-3 in 8.3 overs, when Yadav played a rescuing hand. He added 28 of 14 balls with Shivam Dube (10) and then the match-turning 60 runs with Pandya.
Yadav's stand with Pandya came off only 37 balls as India scored 102 runs off the final 10 overs.

    


Rashid Khan finished with 3-26 in four overs.
Afghanistan's chase got off to a poor start against Bumrah -- he sent back both openers Rahmanullah Gurbaz (11) and Haratullah Zazai (2) cheaply.
In between, Axar Patel struck in the fourth over as Ibrahim Zadran was out for eight, and Afghanistan slipped to 23-3 in 4.1 overs.
Gulbadin Naib and Azatullah Omarzai added 44 off 38 balls for the fourth wicket. Thereafter, India's spinners struck at regular intervals to restrict its opponents.
Ravindra Jadeja picked 1-20 in three overs. Afghanistan lost its last five wickets for 32 runs across 28 deliveries as India crossed the finish line with ease.
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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    [image: FILE - The NFL logo is seen during the NFL Super Bowl 58 football game Sunday, Feb. 11, 2024, in Las Vegas. Opening arguments are expected to begin Thursday, June 6, 2024, in federal court in a class-action lawsuit filed by ]
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[image: NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell, right, arrives at federal court Monday, June 17, 2024, in Los Angeles. Goodell is expected to testify as a class-action lawsuit filed by "Sunday Ticket" subscribers claiming the NFL broke antitrust laws. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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[image: Dallas Cowboys owner and general manager Jerry Jones leaves federal court Monday, June 17, 2024, in Los Angeles. Jones testified in a class-action lawsuit filed by "Sunday Ticket" subscribers claiming the NFL broke antitrust laws. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- The way the NFL can distribute its package of out-of-market games could be decided in federal court as the result of a class-action lawsuit.
Subscribers to the NFL's "Sunday Ticket" package are claiming the league broke antitrust laws by selling its package of out-of-market Sunday afternoon games airing on CBS and Fox at what the lawsuit says was an inflated price. The subscribers also claim the league restricted competition by offering "Sunday Ticket" only on a satellite provider.
The NFL maintains it has the right to sell "Sunday Ticket" under its antitrust exemption for broadcasting. The plaintiffs say that only covers over-the-air broadcasts and not pay TV.
The case got underway on June 6 in Los Angeles. Closing statements are expected next week. 
How did this case get to trial?
The lawsuit was originally filed in 2015 by the Mucky Duck sports bar in San Francisco. On June 30, 2017, U.S. District Judge Beverly Reid O'Connell dismissed the lawsuit and ruled for the NFL because she said "Sunday Ticket" did not reduce output of NFL games and that even though DirecTV might have charged inflated prices, that did not "on its own, constitute harm to competition" because it had to negotiate with the NFL to carry the package. Two years later, the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, which has jurisdiction over California and eight other states, reinstated the case. On Feb. 7, 2023, U.S. District Judge Philip Gutierrez ruled the case could proceed as a class action. Gutierrez on Jan. 12 rejected a final attempt by the NFL to dismiss the case.

    


Who are the plaintiffs?
The class action applies to more than 2.4 million residential subscribers and 48,000 businesses, mostly bars and restaurants, that purchased "NFL Sunday Ticket" from June 17, 2011, to Feb. 7, 2023. Google's YouTube TV became the "Sunday Ticket" provider last season.




What are the chances of the NFL winning?
The NFL might be the king of American sports and one of the most powerful leagues in the world but it often loses in court, especially in Los Angeles. It was in an LA federal court in 1982 that a jury ruled the league violated antitrust rules by not allowing Al Davis to move the Raiders from Oakland to Los Angeles.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This is one of the rare times when a high-profile case where league financial matters would become public has gone to court without the NFL first settling. In 2021, the league settled with St. Louis, St. Louis County and the St. Louis Regional Convention and Sports Complex Authority for $790 million over the relocation of the Rams to Los Angeles.

    


Why the NFL could lose
According to memos presented by attorneys for the plaintiffs, Fox and CBS have always wanted the league to charge premium prices for "Sunday Ticket" so that it doesn't eat into local ratings -- the more subscribers to "Sunday Ticket," the greater the threat to local audience numbers.
During opening statements, attorney Amanda Bonn showed a 2020 term sheet by Fox Sports demanding the NFL ensure "Sunday Ticket" would be priced above $293.96 per season.
When the "Sunday Ticket" contract was up for bid in 2022, ESPN wanted to offer the package on its streaming service for $70 per season along with offering a team-by-team product, according to an email shown by Bonn. That was rejected by the NFL.

    


Why the NFL could win
The attorneys representing the subscribers have made this case more complicated than it should be, according to the judge. Instead of calling some of the fans or Jason Baker, the owner of the Mucky Duck, they have relied on economists who gave complicated testimony.
Gutierrez voiced his frustration over the case when he told the plaintiffs' attorneys: "The way you have tried this case is far from simple. This case has turned into 25 hours of depositions and gobbledygook."
Who has testified so far?
NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell took the stand on June 17 for the first time since he began his tenure in 2006. Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones, retired CBS Sports chairman Sean McManus and Larry Jones, executive vice president of Fox Sports, have also testified. 
Daniel Rascher, a sports economist at the University of San Francisco, was called as an expert witness by the subscribers' attorneys.

    


How much could this cost the NFL?
If the NFL is found liable, a jury could award $7 billion in damages, but that number could balloon to $21 billion because antitrust cases can triple damages.
But when would the league have to show the subscribers the money?
Not for awhile, since the NFL would appeal to the 9th Circuit and possibly the Supreme Court after that.
What other ways could "Sunday Ticket" subscribers find lower prices?
The NFL could offer a team-by-team package, something done by Major League Baseball and the NBA for its out-of-market packages, and actively market a weekly package if fans didn't like games being shown in their area.
Could this impact other sports?
Since all the major leagues offer out-of-market packages, they are keeping an eye on this case since individual teams selling their out-of-market streaming rights, especially in baseball, would further separate the haves from the have nots.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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                                        CHICAGO (AP) -- The Houston Astros plan to call up right-hander Jake Bloss from Double-A Corpus Christi to make his major league debut against the Baltimore Orioles on Friday and fill a hole in their injury-depleted rotation.
Bloss, a third-round draft pick out of Georgetown in 2023, has a 1.74 ERA over 12 starts in Class A and Double-A. The 22-year-old right-hander is 3-1 with a 1.61 ERA in eight outings for Corpus Christi. He has never pitched in Triple-A.
Houston has been hit hard by injuries, particularly to its pitchers. 
Ace Justin Verlander went on the 15-day injured list on Tuesday to give him more time to resolve his lingering neck discomfort. Cristian Javier and Jose Urquidy each had Tommy John surgery this month. Lance McCullers Jr. and Luis Garcia could return after the All-Star break after missing the start of the season as part of the recovery process from major operations.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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    [image: FILE_ Matt Grevers pauses after competing in the men's 100-meter freestyle final at the TYR Pro Swim Series swim meet Sunday, April 11, 2021, in Mission Viejo, Calif. Grevers, a six-time Olympic medalist who came out of retirement to swim at the U.S. Olympic trials in Indianapolis at age 39, competed Thursday, June 20, 2024, in the prelims of the 50-meter freestyle but failed to advance, tying for the 47th. (AP Photo/Ashley Landis, File)]
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                                        INDIANAPOLIS (AP) -- Matt Grevers had a different perspective on the U.S. Olympic swimming trials this time around.
Returning to the pool at age 39, the six-time Olympic medalist competed Thursday in the preliminaries of the 50-meter freestyle without the least bit of pressure.
He didn't come close to advancing to the semifinals, tying for 47th out of 82 swimmers who competed in the all-out dash from one end of the pool to the other.
Grevers touched in 22.82 seconds, 1.12 behind top qualifiers Michael Andrew and Ryan Held.
The time wasn't really all that important. Grevers ended his three-year retirement from competitive swimming for the chance to swim in an NFL stadium and catch up with old friends without all the expectations that came along with being a leader of the U.S. team.
"It's cool to know at 39 that my body definitely still has it," Grevers said. "It's just what are you willing to put into it. So it was really fun to make the (trials), really fun just to know I get to swim here, hang out with a lot of friends, walking on the pool deck, saying hi to all the coaches and older athletes. It felt kind of like a homecoming."

    


Grevers was inspired by Gabrielle Rose, the oldest swimmer at the trials at age 46.




Rose, who competed in the 1996 and 2000 Summer Games, advanced to the semifinals in both of her breaststroke races, drawing large, appreciative cheers each time she walked across the deck.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Gabby's cheer when when she went out for semifinals, it was like one of the loudest ones of the meet," Grevers said. "So people are rooting for the old guys just to see what you can do. Like, hey, you're almost 40 and you're able to push your body to that level. I think everyone can kind of then picture themselves and say, 'Hey, what I can do if I was eating or training a little more carefully?'"
Grevers won two golds and a silver at the 2008 Beijing Olympics and repeated the feat four years later in London, including a victory in the 100 backstroke.

    


With limited time for training, he focused on meeting the qualifying standard for the 50 free at these trials rather than his signature backstroke event.
After all, this was about the experience, not the result.
"Just to be in this environment without that much pressure is super refreshening," Grevers said. "Just a really great time."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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    [image: Jacksonville Jaguars quarterback Trevor Lawrence (16) throws a pass during the team's NFL football practice, Tuesday, May 28, 2024, in Jacksonville, Fla. (AP Photo/John Raoux)]
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                                        JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) -- Trevor Lawrence insists his new contract, which makes him one of the highest-paid quarterbacks in NFL history, won't create any added pressure.
Lawrence signed the five-year, $275 million contract extension Thursday, a week after agreeing to the deal. It includes $142 million fully guaranteed and a $37.5 million signing bonus.
"Being a starting quarterback in this league is a big responsibility," Lawrence said. "The team goes as you go, and I know that. That's a big responsibility, so I'm not going to add any pressure to myself just based on getting this contract. It doesn't really change what I expect of myself and what the team expects of me."
Lawrence would have signed the deal last week, but it got done hours before a vacation with his wife and in-laws. He and his wife Marissa returned to the stadium Thursday to sign amid little fanfare; coach Doug Pederson and most of his teammates were out of town.

    


Nonetheless, Lawrence's deal is the latest move in what could provide long-term stability for the small-market franchise. 
Pass rusher Josh Allen signed a five-year, $141 million deal in April that included a $32 million signing bonus, and the Jaguars and the city are on the verge of getting final approval on a $1.4 billion stadium renovation.




Those are significant changes for a team that spent the past 15 years dealing with relocation rumors and had only re-signed two first-round picks -- quarterback Blake Bortles and defensive lineman Tyson Alualu -- drafted since 2007.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The two sides worked on contract details for months as the quarterback broke ground on a new house in the area.
"We love it here; it's become home," Lawrence said. "Our families love it. Families love visiting here, and we've really settled in. ... The way the organization's going and the direction that we're heading on the football side, that makes it obviously a no-brainer for us.

    


"I want to be the quarterback here. I want to bring a championship to Jacksonville. That's my goal, and I really know that we can accomplish that."
Lawrence will get an average of $55 million annually over the life of the extension, tying him with Cincinnati's Joe Burrow for the most in NFL history. Lawrence is now the sixth QB making more than $50 million a year, and he's the youngest on the list.
The 24-year-old is 21-31 as a three-year starter, including 1-1 in the playoffs, and has a whopping 60 turnovers -- a number he needs to trim to become the player the Jags believe he can be. 
The Jaguars point to a 19-game stretch spanning the 2022-23 seasons in which Lawrence was at his best. He threw for 4,713 yards, with 29 TDs and 11 INTs, as Jacksonville went 14-5 during that span. General manager Trent Baalke and Pederson believe it's a glimpse of what Lawrence can do when healthy and humming.
"I'm excited for the future with Trevor. He's excited based on the conversations we've had since the season," Pederson said. "I just know that our guy is the right guy. He's got the right demeanor. He's got the right leadership. It's our job as coaches now to make sure he takes that next step."

    


Lawrence is coming off an injury-filled season in which he missed the first game of his professional career because of a sprained throwing shoulder and significant practice time because of a sprained left knee, a sprained right ankle and a concussion.
The injury woes played a part in the worst late-season collapse in franchise history. The Jaguars (9-8) dropped five of their final six games and missed the postseason after spending three months atop the AFC South.
Baalke responded by revamping Lawrence's offensive line and receiving group. He re-signed left guard Ezra Cleveland and added veteran center Mitch Morse in free agency and then drafted a potential future starter with fourth-round pick Javon Foster out of Missouri.
Baalke also replaced receivers Calvin Ridley, Zay Jones and Jamal Agnew with first-round speedster Brian Thomas Jr., former Buffalo starter Gabe Davis and Devin Duvernay.
"I think this is definitely the best team that we've had here in my eyes just at this point in the year," Lawrence said. "I feel very confident in that. ... We have good people here and that's important to having success."
___
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    [image: FILE -Tour de France winner Denmark's Jonas Vingegaard, wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey, lifts his bicycle after the twenty-first stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 115 kilometers (71.5 miles) with start in Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines and finish on the Champs-Elysees avenue in Paris, France, Sunday, July 23, 2023. Two-time Tour de France champion Jonas Vingegaard has recovered in time to defend his title next week although there are still doubts about his ability to be competitive. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)]
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[image: FILE - Sepp Kuss of the U.S. rides during the sixteenth stage of the Tour de France cycling race, an individual time trial over 22.5 kilometers (14 miles) with start in Passy and finish in Combloux, France, Tuesday, July 18, 2023. Two-time Tour de France champion Jonas Vingegaard has recovered in time to defend his title next week although there are still doubts about his ability to be competitive. Matteo Jorgenson of the U.S. is also part of the squad alongside countryman Sepp Kuss, Christophe Laporte, Tiesj Benoot, Wilco Kelderman and Jan Tratnik. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, File)]
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[image: FILE - Matteo Jorgenson of the U.S. rides the last kilometers of the ninth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 182.5 kilometers (113.5 miles) with start in Saint-Leonard-de-Noblat and finish in Puy de Dome, France, Sunday, July 9, 2023. Two-time Tour de France champion Jonas Vingegaard has recovered in time to defend his title next week although there are still doubts about his ability to be competitive. Matteo Jorgenson of the U.S. is also part of the squad alongside countryman Sepp Kuss, Christophe Laporte, Tiesj Benoot, Wilco Kelderman and Jan Tratnik. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, File)]
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    [image: FILE -Tour de France winner Denmark's Jonas Vingegaard, wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey, lifts his bicycle after the twenty-first stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 115 kilometers (71.5 miles) with start in Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines and finish on the Champs-Elysees avenue in Paris, France, Sunday, July 23, 2023. Two-time Tour de France champion Jonas Vingegaard has recovered in time to defend his title next week although there are still doubts about his ability to be competitive. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)]
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[image: FILE - Sepp Kuss of the U.S. rides during the sixteenth stage of the Tour de France cycling race, an individual time trial over 22.5 kilometers (14 miles) with start in Passy and finish in Combloux, France, Tuesday, July 18, 2023. Two-time Tour de France champion Jonas Vingegaard has recovered in time to defend his title next week although there are still doubts about his ability to be competitive. Matteo Jorgenson of the U.S. is also part of the squad alongside countryman Sepp Kuss, Christophe Laporte, Tiesj Benoot, Wilco Kelderman and Jan Tratnik. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, File)]
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[image: FILE - Belgium's Wout Van Aert rides during the sixteenth stage of the Tour de France cycling race, in Combloux, France, on July 18, 2023. Two-time Tour de France champion Jonas Vingegaard has recovered in time to defend his title next week although there are still doubts about his ability to be competitive. His trusted teammate Wout van Aert, who broke his collarbone and several ribs in March in another crash, will also race in support of Vingegaard. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, File)]
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- Two-time Tour de France champion Jonas Vingegaard has recovered in time to defend his title next week although there are still doubts about his ability to be competitive. 
Vingegaard was seriously injured in a crash in April but will be on the starting line next week when the race kicks off from Italy, the Danish rider's Visma-Lease a Bike team said on Thursday.
His trusted teammate Wout van Aert, who broke his collarbone and several ribs in March in another crash, will also race in support of Vingegaard.
The three-week Tour starts on June 29 in Florence.
"I am excited to start the Tour. The last few months have not always been easy," Vingegaard said. "We have worked together to get to this moment and, of course, I am very excited to see where I stand. I feel good and very motivated." 
Vingegaard was hospitalized for nearly two weeks in Spain in April following the multi-rider, high-speed crash in the Tour of the Basque Country. He sustained a broken collarbone and ribs and a collapsed lung.

    


Before the crash, Vingegaard was considered one of the Tour de France favorites alongside Tadej Pogacar, who won the Giro d'Italia and is aiming for a rare double next month.




"I am very proud of Jonas and the coaching team," his team sporting director Merijn Zeeman said. "He is coming back from a serious injury. In the last few weeks, he has shown what a champion he is, both mentally and physically. Of course, we don't know how far he can go yet. We are being cautious because he has not been able to race, and his preparation has been less than ideal, to say the least. But he will be there, healthy and motivated."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Van Aert crashed during the Dwars door Vlaanderen in Belgium. He has been training at altitude in the French ski resort of Tignes with Vingegaard.
"Of course, this was not the plan initially, but after my development in the last weeks, I really wanted it, and the team agreed," the Van Aert said. "Our main goal is, of course, to ride a top classification with Jonas. I want to contribute to that with an excellent team." 

    


Van Aert is widely considered one of the world's best and most versatile riders. The three-time cyclocross world champion is also the winner of nine Tour stages and the points classification. He's major race wins include Milan-San Remo, Strade Bianche, Gent-Wevelgem and the Amstel Gold Race.
Matteo Jorgenson of the U.S. is also part of the squad alongside countryman Sepp Kuss, Christophe Laporte, Tiesj Benoot, Wilco Kelderman and Jan Tratnik.
"Matteo Jorgenson has already become one of the strongest riders in the team this year, with wins in Paris-Nice and Dwars door Vlaanderen, and his second place in the Dauphine," Zeeman said. "Sepp Kuss proved last year that he is a great climber, an important domestique, and a leader in his own right with a victory in the Vuelta a Espana."
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/vingegaard-van-aert-tour-de-france-d456ef339d9f9441ad775c186d7b22ef
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    [image: Ferrari driver Carlos Sainz of Spain attends a press conference at the Barcelona Catalunya racetrack in Montmelo, near Barcelona, Spain, Thursday June 20, 2024. The Spanish Grand Prix Formula One race will be held on Sunday. (AP Photo/Joan Monfort)]
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[image: Sauber driver Valtteri Bottas of Finland, right, speaks during a joint press conference at the Barcelona Catalunya racetrack in Montmelo, near Barcelona, Spain, Thursday June 20, 2024. The Spanish Grand Prix Formula One race will be held on Sunday. From left to right; RB team driver Daniel Ricciado of Australia, Ferrari driver Carlos Sainz of Spain, Aston Martin driver Fernando Alonso of Spain Haas driver Kevin Magnussen of Denmark and Sauber driver Valtteri Bottas of Finland. (AP Photo/Joan Monfort)]
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[image: Ferrari driver Carlos Sainz of Spain, right, speaks with RB team driver Daniel Ricciado of Australia during a press conference at the Barcelona Catalunya racetrack in Montmelo, near Barcelona, Spain, Thursday June 20, 2024. The Spanish Grand Prix Formula One race will be held on Sunday. (AP Photo/Joan Monfort)]
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[image: Aston Martin driver Fernando Alonso of Spain, right, speaks with Ferrari driver Carlos Sainz of Spain during a press conference at the Barcelona Catalunya racetrack in Montmelo, near Barcelona, Spain, Thursday June 20, 2024. The Spanish Grand Prix Formula One race will be held on Sunday. (AP Photo/Joan Monfort)]
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[image: Ferrari driver Carlos Sainz of Spain, right, speaks with RB team driver Daniel Ricciado of Australia during a press conference at the Barcelona Catalunya racetrack in Montmelo, near Barcelona, Spain, Thursday June 20, 2024. The Spanish Grand Prix Formula One race will be held on Sunday. (AP Photo/Joan Monfort)]
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[image: Aston Martin driver Fernando Alonso of Spain, right, speaks with Ferrari driver Carlos Sainz of Spain during a press conference at the Barcelona Catalunya racetrack in Montmelo, near Barcelona, Spain, Thursday June 20, 2024. The Spanish Grand Prix Formula One race will be held on Sunday. (AP Photo/Joan Monfort)]
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                                        MONTMELO, Spain (AP) -- When Kevin Magnussen was asked why he and other drivers still don't know if they will be racing in Formula 1 next season, the Dane pointed a finger -- literally-- at Carlos Sainz.
"Carlos is the cork in the bottle," Magnussen said while gesturing at Sainz during a news conference ahead of the Spanish Grand Prix on Thursday.
"I think a lot of guys are waiting for him to make a move and then all the other pieces of the puzzle will follow," Haas' veteran driver said.
It is no secret that Sainz is the top F1 talent up for grabs for 2025 after Ferrari struck a deal to bring in seven-time world champion Lewis Hamilton and handed Charles Leclerc a contract extension.
Sainz, for his part, said he doesn't want to drag out his decision.
"A decision will be taken very soon. I don't want to wait any longer. It is getting to the point where it is taking space from my head in recent weeks," Sainz said.

    


Williams has openly courted Sainz, while other teams like Sauber could also have a post open. Mercedes appears to be a long shot, but the German side will have to replace Hamilton.
"I am still not sure one way or another," Sainz said. "I am still discussing this with my team and brainstorming. I haven't had time to sit down and take a decision and that is what I will do in the next weeks."




The 29-year-old Sainz has only barely been edged in points totals by Leclerc the last two seasons, and he was the only driver outside the Red Bull pair of Max Verstappen and Sergio Perez to win a race in 2023. Sainz scored his third race win in Australia in March.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mercedes team principal Toto Wolff recently said Sainz "deserves a top seat" but then appeared to dismiss the option that he would be alongside George Russell. Instead, Wolff said his team saw promise in 17-year-old F2 driver Andrea Kimi Antonelli.
Here is a look at what other drivers in the final year under contract said in Spain:

    


Daniel Ricciardo (RB)
Daniel Ricciardo wants to stay at RB, the junior team of Red Bull, but he wants to "earn it."
RB already re-signed teammate Yuki Tsunoda for next season, and parent team Red Bull extended Sergio Perez's contract, removing any chance of Ricciardo returning to the team where he reached his peak from 2014-18.
"I would like to stay now that I am back in the Red Bull family, I really don't see myself anywhere else," the 34-year-old Ricciardo said. "But obviously I want to earn it. I want to be here because I know that I still belong."
The last of Ricciardo's eight career F1 victories was in 2021 while with Red Bull.
Valtteri Bottas (Sauber)
Valtteri Bottas is also unsure whether he will remain with Sauber, which will be taken over by German automaker Audi in 2026.
Bottas could only say that his future plans are "developing." He added, "This is not my first rodeo, so I will be okay."
The Finnish pilot has also driven with Williams, Mercedes and Alfa Romeo. His 10th and last win came with Mercedes in 2021. Bottas has yet to score a point this season.
Kevin Magnussen (Haas)
Magnussen bagged 25 points for Haas in 2022, but that dropped to just three points last year. He has one point in this campaign.

    


The 31-year-old driver said he was not concerned about his future because he has already had periods away from F1, where he said "life is pretty good."
"When I was younger I had a fear of being outside," Magnussen said. "But now I am much more relaxed."
Haas teammate Nico Hulkenberg will depart for Sauber next winter.
Logan Sargeant (Williams)
Magnussen's veteran calm could perhaps do wonders for the struggling Logan Sargeant, the only American driver in F1.
The Fort Lauderdale native is trying to bounce back from crashing out in Canada two weeks ago. Sargeant has one point in 30 races in F1.
In Montreal, Williams team principal James Vowles said Sargeant needed to "save his seat." Vowles also said, "The No. 1 target is Carlos (Sainz)" to team up with Alex Albon, whom Williams gave a contract extension to in May.
"It's worth looking at all options," Sargeant said on Thursday. "There's no reason not to in my position at the moment, but, nonetheless, it kind of goes back to the point that you just try and keep performing better. And, you know, you never know what doors open, or stay open."

    


Estaban Ocon will also be looking for a new team after Alpine said this month that it would part ways. Pierre Gasly's deal with Alpine is also running out.
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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    [image: Nelly Korda tees off at the 18th hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Brooke M. Henderson, of Canada, shoots out of a bunker on the 18th hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Lydia Ko, of New Zealand, tees off of the 15th hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Yuka Saso, of Japan, tees off at the 18th hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Nelly Korda hits out of a bunker at the 18th hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Lucy Li hits off the ninth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Ayaka Furue, of Japan, hits off the ninth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: Nelly Korda, left, walks past Sophia Popov, of Germany, as they work on the 18th hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Nelly Korda hits out of a bunker on the 18th hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Yuka Saso, of Japan, walks with her caddie to the green of the 17th hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Jin Hee Im, of South Korea, walks the fairway of the 16th hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Cydney Clanton hits a shot on the fairway of the 14th hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Chisato Iwai, of Japan, smiles while working on the green of the 16th hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Hinako Shibuno, of Japan, right, measures the fifth hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: Mone Inami, of Japan, hits out of the bunker on the fourth hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 23 | Mone Inami, of Japan, hits out of the bunker on the fourth hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: Charley Hull, of England, talks with her caddie on the fourth green during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 23 | Charley Hull, of England, talks with her caddie on the fourth green during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Alexandra Forsterling, of Germany, smiles on the fourth green during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 23 | Alexandra Forsterling, of Germany, smiles on the fourth green during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: Stephanie Meadow, of Northern Ireland, hits off the fifth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 23 | Stephanie Meadow, of Northern Ireland, hits off the fifth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: Roberta Liti, of Italy, holds out her ball on the seventh green during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 23 | Roberta Liti, of Italy, holds out her ball on the seventh green during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: Albane Valenzuela, of Switzerland, hits off the ninth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 23 | Albane Valenzuela, of Switzerland, hits off the ninth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: Albane Valenzuela, of Switzerland, and Sarah Schmelzel, left, react to a photo on the eighth hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]
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[image: Isabella Fierro, of Mexico, hits off the ninth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 23 | Isabella Fierro, of Mexico, hits off the ninth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: Brooke M. Henderson, of Canada, putts on the green on the 18th hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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    [image: Nelly Korda tees off at the 18th hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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Nelly Korda tees off at the 18th hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Brooke M. Henderson, of Canada, shoots out of a bunker on the 18th hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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Brooke M. Henderson, of Canada, shoots out of a bunker on the 18th hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Lydia Ko, of New Zealand, tees off of the 15th hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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Lydia Ko, of New Zealand, tees off of the 15th hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Yuka Saso, of Japan, tees off at the 18th hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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Yuka Saso, of Japan, tees off at the 18th hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Nelly Korda hits out of a bunker at the 18th hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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Nelly Korda hits out of a bunker at the 18th hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Lucy Li hits off the ninth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 23 | Lucy Li hits off the ninth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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Lucy Li hits off the ninth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: Ayaka Furue, of Japan, hits off the ninth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 23 | Ayaka Furue, of Japan, hits off the ninth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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Ayaka Furue, of Japan, hits off the ninth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: Nelly Korda, left, walks past Sophia Popov, of Germany, as they work on the 18th hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Nelly Korda hits out of a bunker on the 18th hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 23 | Nelly Korda hits out of a bunker on the 18th hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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Nelly Korda hits out of a bunker on the 18th hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Yuka Saso, of Japan, walks with her caddie to the green of the 17th hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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[image: Jin Hee Im, of South Korea, walks the fairway of the 16th hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]
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Jin Hee Im, of South Korea, walks the fairway of the 16th hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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[image: Cydney Clanton hits a shot on the fairway of the 14th hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 23 | Cydney Clanton hits a shot on the fairway of the 14th hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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Cydney Clanton hits a shot on the fairway of the 14th hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Chisato Iwai, of Japan, smiles while working on the green of the 16th hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 23 | Chisato Iwai, of Japan, smiles while working on the green of the 16th hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Hinako Shibuno, of Japan, right, measures the fifth hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 23 | Hinako Shibuno, of Japan, right, measures the fifth hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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Hinako Shibuno, of Japan, right, measures the fifth hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: Mone Inami, of Japan, hits out of the bunker on the fourth hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 23 | Mone Inami, of Japan, hits out of the bunker on the fourth hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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Mone Inami, of Japan, hits out of the bunker on the fourth hole during a practice round for the Women's PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: Charley Hull, of England, talks with her caddie on the fourth green during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 23 | Charley Hull, of England, talks with her caddie on the fourth green during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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Charley Hull, of England, talks with her caddie on the fourth green during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: Alexandra Forsterling, of Germany, smiles on the fourth green during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 23 | Alexandra Forsterling, of Germany, smiles on the fourth green during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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Alexandra Forsterling, of Germany, smiles on the fourth green during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: Stephanie Meadow, of Northern Ireland, hits off the fifth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 23 | Stephanie Meadow, of Northern Ireland, hits off the fifth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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Stephanie Meadow, of Northern Ireland, hits off the fifth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: Roberta Liti, of Italy, holds out her ball on the seventh green during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 23 | Roberta Liti, of Italy, holds out her ball on the seventh green during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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Roberta Liti, of Italy, holds out her ball on the seventh green during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: Albane Valenzuela, of Switzerland, hits off the ninth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            20 of 23 | Albane Valenzuela, of Switzerland, hits off the ninth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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Albane Valenzuela, of Switzerland, hits off the ninth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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[image: Albane Valenzuela, of Switzerland, and Sarah Schmelzel, left, react to a photo on the eighth hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            21 of 23 | Albane Valenzuela, of Switzerland, and Sarah Schmelzel, left, react to a photo on the eighth hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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Albane Valenzuela, of Switzerland, and Sarah Schmelzel, left, react to a photo on the eighth hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Isabella Fierro, of Mexico, hits off the ninth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            22 of 23 | Isabella Fierro, of Mexico, hits off the ninth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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Isabella Fierro, of Mexico, hits off the ninth tee during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Brooke M. Henderson, of Canada, putts on the green on the 18th hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            23 of 23 | Brooke M. Henderson, of Canada, putts on the green on the 18th hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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Brooke M. Henderson, of Canada, putts on the green on the 18th hole during a practice round for the Womens PGA Championship golf tournament at Sahalee Country Club, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Sammamish, Wash. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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                                        SAMMAMISH, Wash. (AP) -- Inside her yardage book, Nelly Korda keeps the markings simple. The No. 1 player in the world denotes the spots she needs to avoid hitting by writing X's.
At Sahalee Country Club, with Douglas fir, red cedar and hemlock trees framing every fairway and making each look like a hallway, there are likely to be a substantial amount of those X marks outside the short grass.
"I think every hole looks a little different. They're all intimidating and great in their own way," Korda said.
Korda is again the headliner this week as the KPMG Women's PGA Championship tees off Thursday at Sahalee, the third major of the year on the LPGA Tour.
But she arrived in the Seattle area in a different place with her game than just a few weeks ago, when she showed up at the U.S. Women's Open having won six of her previous seven starts, including a major at the Chevron Championship. At the time, no player in the world was on more of a roll than Korda and adding another major seemed probable, if not likely.

    


That didn't happen. Korda missed the cut at Lancaster Country Club after an opening-round 80 that included a 10 on her third hole and watched as Yuka Saso went on to win the championship for a second time. When she returned last week at the Meijer LPGA Classic, Korda struggled to an opening-round 76 before shooting 67 in the second round, but missed out on playing the weekend by one shot.




"I'm just going to stay in my bubble this week and go out and try to execute my shots, be confident in what I have," Korda said. "This golf course is already hard enough and if I'm going to put more pressure on myself, then I think it's just going to make it even harder this week."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sahalee is the first course to host the tournament twice since the partnership between the PGA of America and LPGA began a decade ago and boosted the prominence and purse for this major championship. This year's tournament has a record purse of $10.4 million.

    


The course measures just over 6,700 yards and water comes into play on only a handful of holes. It'll play to a par 72, one stroke higher than 2016 as the 18th has been converted to a par 5. Players have noted the greens seem softer than 2016, although temperatures are supposed to push into the 80s for the first two rounds and dry out the putting surfaces.
But the favorite word for the week to describe the course seems to be "intimidating," because of the tree-lined tunnels from which shots will emerge.
"It's really tight for the tee shot. It's I think a classic ball-striking course," said defending champ Ruoning Yin, who won last year at Baltusrol.
One player who proved she can maneuver successfully through the trees is Brooke Henderson, who won the first of her two career majors in 2016 at Sahalee, beating Lydia Ko in a playoff.
At 18, Henderson was the youngest winner in the history of the event. She shot 65 in the final round to get into the playoff and birdied the first extra hole with a 7-iron from 155 yards to a couple of feet. The course unveiled a plaque this week from the location on the 18th fairway where Henderson hit that shot.

    


The memories are still fresh and came flooding back as Henderson, now 26 and 13th in the world ranking, made her way around the course.
"I love the huge towering trees and the tight fairways. It's almost majestic. Feels very peaceful and amazing," Henderson said.
At the same time, she was reminded of how claustrophobic Sahalee can feel and the importance of simply hitting the ball straight. Do that, and the place can feel downright serene.
"Every tee shot you have to really pay attention. Can never really take a break out here. Even the approach shots you got to know where the slopes are and where your misses are," Henderson said. "But at the same time, if you're playing well and you can kind of lean into the beauty that surrounds you and soak it in, it makes for a really nice walk around this place."
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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    [image: Katie Archibald of Great Britain reacts after winning the women's omnium points race at the UEC track cycling elite European championships, at the Velodrome Suisse, in Grenchen, Switzerland, Friday, Feb. 10, 2023. (Gian Ehrenzeller/Keystone via AP)]


    

    
        
            
                    Katie Archibald of Great Britain reacts after winning the women's omnium points race at the UEC track cycling elite European championships, at the Velodrome Suisse, in Grenchen, Switzerland, Friday, Feb. 10, 2023. (Gian Ehrenzeller/Keystone via AP)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- British two-time Olympic champion track cyclist Katie Archibald will miss the Paris Games after breaking two leg bones in a freak accident.
The 30-year-old Archibald fractured her tibia and fibula and dislocated an ankle when she tripped over a garden step.
She also sustained substantial ligament damage during the incident on Tuesday and has since undergone surgery.
"I tripped over a step in the garden and managed to, somehow, dislocate my ankle; break my tibia and fibula; and rip two ligaments off the bone," Archibald posted on Instagram on Thursday alongside a photo of her in a hospital bed.
"Had surgery yesterday to pin the bones back together and reattach the ligaments. Then hopefully this afternoon I'll be going home."
Archibald won gold with Britain in team pursuit in Rio de Janeiro in 2016 and won another gold five years later in the Olympic debut of the women's Madison alongside Laura Kenny in Tokyo.

    


This is the latest setback for her over the past two years.
She missed the 2022 Commonwealth Games in Birmingham after colliding with a vehicle. Her partner, mountain biker Rab Wardell, died suddenly the same year at 37.
Archibald has also won five golds at world championships and 20 at European championships.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                                        CORAL SPRINGS, Fla. (AP) -- Charlie Woods earned his way into his first USGA championship on Wednesday when the 15-year-old son of Tiger Woods had the leading score among qualifiers for the U.S. Junior Amateur next month at Oakland Hills.
Charlie Woods recovered from a bogey-double bogey start at Eagle Trace Golf Club to finish with a 1-under 71 to be medalist from his qualifier, one of four players to qualify from the site.
"I didn't play great my first two holes, but I played really good for the last 16. I just told myself not to make any more bogeys or doubles and I took advantage of some nice birdie looks when I had them," Woods said.
Tiger Woods was 14 when he qualified for his first U.S. Junior, reaching the semifinals. Woods won his first U.S. Junior Amateur a year later at Bay Hill in 19 holes. Woods is the only player to win the U.S. Junior three straight times.

    


Players have to be under 19 before the championship ends.
The U.S. Junior Amateur is July 22-28 at Oakland Hills in the suburbs of Detroit. Woods will be among 264 players who will go through 36 holes of stroke play on the North and South courses at Oakland Hills to determine which 64 players advance to match play.
Tiger Woods is a nine-time USGA champion -- three straight U.S. Junior Amateurs, three straight U.S. Amateurs and three U.S. Open titles.
"The USGA means a lot to me," Charlie Woods said. "I want to win USGA championships and hopefully one day the U.S. Open."
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Former Vice President Mike Pence's foundation is launching a $10 million campaign to preserve the Trump-era tax cuts that are set to expire after next year as he presses conservatives not to stray from the fight before the November election.
Advancing American Freedom released a 13-page blueprint Thursday with arguments being made to Capitol Hill and to voters in swing states, particularly in those that could decide control of the Senate.
"We will be urging conservative leaders to join us in this fight," according to the document.
The group envisions a lengthy campaign that will spin into 2025 when the White House and Congress will have to decide whether to keep the tax code as approved in the 2017 tax law when Republican Donald Trump was president or make adjustments. If nothing is done, many of the individual tax policies would expire after 2025. 

    


Much will depend on power centers in the House and Senate and which party controls the White House. 
Democratic President Joe Biden has proposed keeping the tax cuts for people making under $400,000 a year while raising the corporate rate and introducing higher taxes on the wealthy. Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee for the White House, also wants to keep the tax cuts for many households, but he proposes lowering the corporate tax rate to 20%, from the current 21% rate. 


"Washington has a spending problem, not a revenue problem," Pence said in a statement. "Our national debt is out of control, and taxing the American people more is not the solution."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


Former Sen. Pat Toomey of Pennsylvania, a Republican who was instrumental in crafting the 2017 tax bill, is a strong supporter of the foundation's campaign to extend the tax policies. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The push comes as Congress has quietly begun workshopping tax policy before next year's session, when lawmakers must address the issue or risk allowing some of the 2017 policies to expire, potentially raising taxes for many individuals.

    


The federal balance sheet is in the red, the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office said this week, with spending outpacing revenue. That is in large part because of the COVID-era outlays, funding for the war in Ukraine and the costs of Medicare, Medicaid and other programs particularly to care for an aging U.S. population. 
A CBO report in May estimated that extending the provisions of Trump's Tax Cuts and Jobs Act would increase deficits by nearly $5 trillion into 2034.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Thursday upheld the conviction of a California woman who said she did not know about a stash of methamphetamine hidden inside her car. 
In a ruling that crossed the court's ideological lines, the 6-3 majority opinion dismissed arguments that an expert witness for the prosecution had gone too far in describing the woman's mindset when he said that most larger scale drug couriers are aware of what they are transporting.
"An opinion about most couriers is not an opinion about all couriers," said Justice Clarence Thomas, who wrote the decision. He was joined by fellow conservatives Chief Justice John Roberts, Justices Samuel Alito, Brett Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett as well as liberal Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson. 
In a sharp dissent, conservative Justice Neil Gorsuch wrote that the ruling gives the government a "powerful new tool in its pocket."

    


"Prosecutors can now put an expert on the stand -- someone who apparently has the convenient ability to read minds -- and let him hold forth on what 'most' people like the defendant think when they commit a legally proscribed act. Then, the government need do no more than urge the jury to find that the defendant is like 'most' people and convict," he wrote. Joining him were the court's other liberal justices, Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan. 




The opinion came in the case of Delilah Guadalupe Diaz. She was sentenced to seven years in prison after on drug charges after Border Patrol agents discovered methamphetamine worth nearly $370,000 stashed inside the car door panel as she crossed the U.S.-Mexico border. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Diaz contended the car belonged to a boyfriend and that she did not know the drugs were inside. Defense lawyers argued that she was a "blind mule," a term for people used by cartels to smuggle drugs without their knowledge.
Prosecutors disagreed. The Justice Department called as an expert witness a Homeland Security agent who testified that drug cartels do not usually send large quantities of drugs with people who are unaware of the contraband, though the agent acknowledged that has happened.

    


Diaz appealed her conviction, arguing the agent's testimony broke a rule of evidence that expert witnesses cannot give opinions on a defendant's mental state. Lower courts had split on that distinction. Judges in some parts of the country let prosecutors present more general expert testimony about mental state while other judges kept it out.
The rule dates to the trial of John Hinckley Jr., who was found not guilty by reason of insanity in a shooting that wounded President Ronald Reagan in 1981. After that trial featured dueling expert testimony, Congress said experts must not state an opinion about whether a defendant had a mental state of condition that is an element of the crime. 
The case is Diaz v. United States, 23-14
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/drug-smuggling-methamphetamine-supreme-court-expert-testimony-2358911c413d05e6b0472397070858a5



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    In Atlanta to promote fentanyl actions, Yellen announces sanctions against Mexican cartel | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



In Atlanta to promote fentanyl actions, Yellen announces sanctions against Mexican cartel

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, center, talks with demonstrators after a Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Financial Services and General Government hearing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)]


    

    
        
            
                    Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, center, talks with demonstrators after a Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Financial Services and General Government hearing, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)


                

            
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            FATIMA HUSSEIN and MEGAN JANETSKY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- In Atlanta to promote the Biden administration's efforts to quell the import of illegal drugs into the U.S., Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen announced new sanctions against members of a Mexican drug cartel accused of trafficking fentanyl, cocaine, meth and migrants through the southern border.
Included in the sanctions are eight members of the La Nueva Familia Michoacana drug cartel, a notoriously violent group that wars for territorial control with a slate of other Mexican cartels.
Also Thursday, Yellen issued an advisory to banks to help them identify and report suspicious transactions related to the sale an purchase of chemicals and equipment used to manufacture fentanyl and other synthetic opioids.
"Combatting the trafficking of fentanyl is a significant challenge," she said in a speech at the Richard B. Russell Federal Building in Atlanta Thursday afternoon. "It will not be solved overnight. But let me be clear: The President and I will do everything we can to combat this crisis."

    


La Nueva Familia Michoacana is among Mexico's most powerful drug cartels, dominating big chunks of southern and central Mexico, especially areas known for drug production. It's known for manufacturing and distributing drugs like fentanyl and methamphetamine. The group is among those that have rapidly pushed into the increasingly lucrative migrant smuggling industry amid a historic wave of migration to the U.S.




The cartel is based in the southern state of Guerrero and is often known as "The New Michoacan Family," to distinguish it from an older gang that was largely expelled from the western state of Michoacan in the mid-2010s. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In 2022, the Biden administration sanctioned leaders of the cartel, known as the Hurtado brothers, for manufacturing "rainbow" fentanyl pills, which the US Treasury Department said was "part of a deliberate effort to drive addiction amongst kids."

    


Yellen's trip also comes after President Joe Biden signed into law the FEND off Fentanyl Act as part of the supplemental spending package signed in April, which among other things, declares that the international trafficking of fentanyl is a national emergency.
Fentanyl, a powerful opioid, is the deadliest drug in the U.S. today. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention states that drug overdose deaths in the U.S. have increased more than sevenfold from 2015 to 2021.
Mexico and China are the primary sources of fentanyl and fentanyl-related substances trafficked directly into the U.S., according to the Drug Enforcement Administration, which is tasked with combating illicit drug trafficking. Nearly all the precursor chemicals that are needed to make fentanyl come from China.
__
Janetsky contributed to this report from Mexico City. 
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                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- Abortion rights, suddenly a potent political force in the aftermath of the U.S. Supreme Court's decision to leave such matters to the states, have found an unlikely champion in swing state Pennsylvania.
Sen. Bob Casey, who will appear on the November ballot beneath President Joe Biden as the Democrats both seek reelection, has begun doing something he's never done before: attacking an opponent over abortion rights. 
The senator, who once called himself a "pro-life Democrat," accuses Republican challenger David McCormick in a new TV ad of wanting to "make abortion illegal even in cases of rape and incest" -- a characterization McCormick says is wrong.
Speaking to an online gathering of the progressive women's advocacy group Red Wine & Blue earlier this month, Casey warned that electing a Republican president and a new Republican Senate majority could result in bans on the abortion pill and contraception, even in Democratic-controlled states -- or purple states like Pennsylvania -- where abortion remains legal.

    


"You could have blue-state impact whether it's a blue-state ban that affects contraception or whether it's a blue-state ban when it comes to abortion because of mifepristone," Casey said.




That's quite a reframing for Casey, who like his father and Biden comes from an Irish Catholic family in Scranton. His father, who was a two-term governor of Pennsylvania, opposed abortion rights and signed legislation restricting abortion that spawned the landmark 1992 case Planned Parenthood v. Casey.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


Sen. Casey, whose race is seen as crucial to Democrats' effort to defend their razor-thin Senate majority, says the Supreme Court's decision to strip women's constitutional protections for abortion changed everything in the abortion debate and prompted a "pro-life Democrat" to support access to abortion.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Casey has suggested that "pro-life" never meant a complete ban on abortion without exception, at least to him. After the court's forthcoming decision had been leaked, Casey supported Democrats' legislation to keep abortion legal to the Roe v. Wade standard of barring abortion only after viability, around 24 weeks.

    


"Everyone in the Senate had a choice to make," Casey told The Associated Press. "You had to decide, basically, whether you'd support banning abortion or not. And that was a choice you had to make. And the choice was also a choice about legislation. ... And I decided that I would support advancing that bill and thereby not being in the ban-abortion column."
He had broken with Democrats in the past in supporting bills to ban abortions after 20 weeks and to block federal funding for abortion.
But he also had emphasized reducing abortions through services that prevent unwanted pregnancies and help pregnant women and young mothers, a reason he has given for backing federal funding for Planned Parenthood.
When the court overturned Roe v. Wade, Casey slammed it as ripping away a constitutional right and a dangerous decision that wouldn't stop abortions but would put women's lives at risk.

    


Democrats have been happy to embrace Casey's recalibrated position.
"I don't believe he ever wanted those (pro-life) beliefs to ever stand in the way of access to abortion, and now his position matters more than it did just two years ago," said Brittany Crampsie, a Democratic strategist.
Mary Ziegler, a law professor at the University of California, Davis, who studies the history and politics of the abortion debate, said she thinks Casey had begun drifting from the anti-abortion movement well before the court overturned Roe v. Wade.
He was probably both pulled by a Democratic Party becoming more supportive of abortion rights and pushed by an anti-abortion movement becoming more aligned with Republicans and Christian conservatives, Ziegler said.
"If you take politics out of it, it's possible that Casey has one of those purple positions on abortion that doesn't tend to track with what either movement is doing," Ziegler said.
Many Americans hold middle-of-the-road beliefs on abortion, Ziegler said, and Casey's stance isn't out of step with many lay Catholics. According to Pew Research Center surveys, 56% of U.S. Catholics say abortion should be legal in all or most cases.

    


Politically speaking, abortion rights has been a winner on the ballot since the court decision, even in red states such as Ohio, Kansas and Kentucky, where the outcomes favored keeping abortion access legal. 
McCormick attacks Casey from the right. He accuses Casey of wanting to allow abortion "up until the moment of birth," a refrain Republicans are using to attack Democrats' legislation, which allows an exception for abortions after fetal viability in extremely rare situations when a doctor determines the life or health of the mother is at risk. 
Democrats say doctors -- and not the government -- should be making such decisions.

    


Meanwhile, McCormick says he opposes abortion, with three exceptions -- rape, incest and to save the life of the mother -- and not just one exception, as Casey contends. McCormick also says he wouldn't vote for a federal abortion ban.
Casey, now in his eighth statewide campaign, has never previously wielded abortion rights as a weapon. He has been on defense, however.
In the 2002 Democratic primary for governor, Casey told a radio interviewer that he favored one exception, to save the life of the mother. But, he said, if the Supreme Court were to overturn Roe v. Wade then he, if elected governor, would sign legislation with all three exceptions, including rape and incest, "and it would have the effect of reducing the number of abortions in the state."
Casey ultimately lost to Ed Rendell, who received support from the National Abortion and Reproductive Rights Action League, which ran ads against Casey because of his opposition to abortion rights. 
In Senate races, Casey's Republican opponents have tried to poke holes in his "pro-life" bona fides by pointing out that he opposed proposals to halt federal payments to Planned Parenthood. 
Casey in 2006 was first recruited by national Democrats to run when he still wore the label of "pro-life Democrat." He hasn't faced a serious primary challenger in his four campaigns for the Senate.
Republicans frame his evolution on the issue as pure politics. They say he changed his position to survive the party's leftward drift and never truly opposed abortion, like his father did.
"I don't know how you go from defending life to the ad he's running against Dave McCormick," said Matt Beynon, a Republican strategist who worked on Lou Barletta's losing campaign against Casey in 2018.
Democratic strategists insist that Casey's evolution is natural and reflects a generational shift in which abortion is discussed alongside health care and contraception.
Christine Jacobs, who founded Represent PA, an organization to help elect Democratic women to Pennsylvania's Legislature, said Casey has spent years of thinking about it and talking about it with his staff.
Still, Democratic strategists are stumped by the question of whether Casey could have been the party's unquestioned nominee in 2024 had he supported a ban when the party's activists were mobilizing over abortion rights.
It's an academic question now. But Jacobs -- who, like Casey, grew up Catholic -- thinks there would have been sufficient outrage.
"I think he would have had to pull out," Jacobs said. "At least, I'd like to think that."
___
Associated Press reporter Mary Clare Jalonick in Washington contributed to this report. Follow Marc Levy at twitter.com/timelywriter.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the 2024 election at https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
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                    The U.S.-led campaign against Iran-backed Houthi rebels has turned into the most intense running sea battle the Navy has faced since World War II. That's what its leaders and experts tell The Associated Press, whose journalists visited U.S. ships off Yemen in recent days. (AP video shot by Bernat Armangue and Jon Gambrell)
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    [image: Figther jets maneuver on the deck of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower in the Red Sea on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: A pilot flyer an HSC-7 helicopter over the Red Sea on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: Crew members work during take off operations on the deck of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower in the Red Sea on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: An aircraft handling officer directs a fighter jet during takeoff operations on the deck of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower in the Red Sea on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: A crew member checks a helicopter in the hangar bay of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower in the Red Sea on Tuesday, June 11, 2024.(AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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[image: A crew member looks at a cell phone during a break aboard the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower in the Red Sea on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Navy is weighing what to do about the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower aircraft carrier, which has been battling Houthi rebel attacks on shipping in the Red Sea for nearly nine months. The question is how to replicate the carrier's combat power if the ship returns home.
The service has 11 nuclear-powered aircraft carriers. Generally, they are getting ready to deploy, are deployed or have come off deployment and have gone in for maintenance and repairs.
The carriers have a lifespan of about 50 years, and halfway through they undergo a major overhaul of their nuclear and other systems, which can take several years.
Here's a look at where the Navy's carriers are now:
Deployed
USS Dwight D. Eisenhower -- Based in Norfolk, Virginia, and in the Red Sea, it left Norfolk on Oct. 14, 2023. Has been extended twice.
USS George Washington -- It is off the coast of Chile, sailing from Norfolk to San Diego and then on to Japan, where it will be deployed, replacing the USS Ronald Reagan. 

    


USS Theodore Roosevelt -- Based in San Diego, it has been deployed in Indo-Pacific Command since January and is in the South China Sea.




USS Ronald Reagan -- It has been the carrier deployed in Japan. It is on patrol in the Philippine Sea and will be going to San Diego.
Preparing to deploy
USS Harry S. Truman -- It is based off the coast of Norfolk in pre-deployment workups. It is about halfway through its training for deployment and doing workups with the strike group. It is expected to deploy in October/November.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

USS Carl Vinson -- It is in the port in San Diego and is in pre-deployment workups. It will go to the large, multinational military exercise known as the Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) in July and deploy into Pacific Command late in the year.
USS Abraham Lincoln -- It is based in San Diego and has just finished its final composite unit training exercises and will deploy to Pacific Command in July. 

    


Being repaired
USS George H. W. Bush -- It went into maintenance last December.
USS Gerald R. Ford -- It just returned from deployment and has entered its maintenance phase, which should last about a year.
USS John C. Stennis -- In May 2021, the Stennis went into what's known as RCOH -- the major refueling complex overhaul -- which can take four years. It is expected to return to duty in 2025. RCOH happens about midway through a carrier's lifespan, and during that time, the ship's electronics and combat and propulsion systems are upgraded, replaced and tested.
USS Nimitz -- It went into maintenance in October 2023 and will move to workups later this year.
Not in service
PCU John F. Kennedy -- It will be delivered to the Navy next year.
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    [image: FILE - Attorney Margaret R. Prinzing, representing the California Governor and Legislature, standing, speaks at the California Supreme Court in San Francisco, Wednesday, May 8, 2024. The California Supreme Court on Thursday, June 20, removed a measure from the November ballot that would have made it harder to raise taxes, siding with Gov. Gavin Newsom and his Democratic allies in the state Legislature. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, Pool, File)]
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                                        SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) -- The California Supreme Court on Thursday took the rare step of removing a measure from the November ballot that would have made it harder to raise taxes, siding with Gov. Gavin Newsom by ruling the change would have upended the way government works.
More than 1 million people signed a petition to put a measure on the ballot this November that would have required voters to approve any tax increase passed by the state Legislature. It also would have required all local tax increases to be approved by two-thirds of voters instead of a simple majority vote.
The biggest impact, however, would have been that the measure threatened to retroactively reverse most tax increases approved since Jan. 1, 2022. Local governments warned they would have lost billions of dollars in revenue that had previously approved by voters. And it would have threatened recent statewide tax increases, including one on guns and ammunition set to take effect July 1. 

    


That prospect alarmed Newsom and legislative leaders so much that they took the unusual step of asking the state Supreme Court to remove the measure from the ballot before voters had a chance to decide it.




California voters are allowed to bypass the governor and the state Legislature to amend the state Constitution at the ballot box, something they do frequently. Voters have amended the Constitution to protect abortion rights, declare marriage is between a man and a woman and dock legislators' pay if they fail to pass a budget on time.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But the court has recognized a distinction between amending the Constitution -- adding something new -- and revising it by altering the way government works. Voters can amend the constitution by a ballot measure, but they cannot revise it.
In this case, the court ruled the ballot measure is a revision because it would take away the Legislature's power to raise taxes -- a shift the justices said would "fundamentally rework the fiscal underpinnings of our government at every level." The only way to add these rules to the Constitution, the court ruled, would be for the Legislature and voters to approve a call for a new constitutional convention.

    


Matthew Hargrove, president and CEO of the California Business Properties Association, called the ruling "a gut punch to direct democracy in California." Rob Lapsley, president of the California Business Roundtable, accused the court signaled its willingness "to back the progressive agenda at every turn moving forward." 
"There is no independent judiciary in California anymore," Lapsley said. "Be scared. Because it's only going to get worse."
Newsom declined to speak to reporters after the ruling, but he issued a written statement -- attributed to an aide -- that said he supports the ballot initiative process but noted it "does not allow for an illegal constitutional revision."
The issue is tricky for Newsom, a Democrat now in his second term who is a potential candidate for president. Newsom has tried to counter California's reputation for high taxes by publicly opposing many new tax proposals, including campaigning publicly against a new tax on the rich.

    


But he has been willing to temporarily raise taxes on some businesses to balance the budget, something he is proposing to do again this year. And he signed a tax increase last year on guns and ammunition that is likely to be challenged in court once it takes effect on July 1.
Republicans on Thursday were quick to portray Newsom as "greedy," arguing his successful attempt to block the measure will continue to make things more expensive in California, whose taxes on incomes, sales and gasoline are among the highest in the country.
"The California Democrat machine's love affair with new taxes to pay for their ludicrous policies keep costing Californians their hard-earned money, and Newsom just made it that much easier to take even more," said Jessica Millan Patterson, chairwoman of the California Republican Party.
Removing a measure from the ballot before an election is rare, but not unprecedented in California. In 1999, the court threw out one that would have cut lawmakers' salaries and removed their authority to set boundaries for legislative districts. The court removed that measure from the ballot because it included more than one subject.
___
Associated Press writer Tran Nguyen contributed to this report. 
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    [image: FILE - Sudanese Children suffering from malnutrition are treated at an MSF clinic in Metche Camp, Chad, near the Sudanese border, on April 6, 2024. Families in Sudan's embattled western region of Darfur finally received an emergency scale-up of food aid and nutrition supplies that are much needed to help avert looming famine, the U.N. food agency said Thursday June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Patricia Simon, File)]
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                                        CAIRO (AP) -- Families in Sudan's embattled western Darfur region have finally received an emergency increase in food aid that is much needed to help avert looming famine, the U.N. food agency said Thursday.
The World Food Program said in an update that five convoys carrying 5,000 tons of food aid have crossed from neighboring Chad into Darfur since the beginning of 2024. 
Some aid trucks entered the region on June 10 and completed deliveries in southern Darfur on Thursday, Leni Kinzli, the head of communications at WFP's Sudan office, told The Associated Press. Distribution was continuing in central and western Darfur.
"The food distribution is an emergency scale-up to avert famine and to get to those people in the highest level of food insecurity to prevent widespread starvation," Kinzli said. "But, we need to continue to do more and expand access and we're working on possibly opening new corridors from South Sudan and Egypt and also expanding crossline access from Port Sudan into the Darfur region."

    


Famine looms in parts of Sudan, which has been engulfed by violence since April of last year. That's when tensions between leaders of the Sudanese military and the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces erupted into intense fighting and spread across the country, including to Darfur.




The latest WFP distribution was part of two aid convoys that made their way to Sudan over the past weeks, carrying enough assistance for more than 245,000 people. The first convoy crossed on May 23 and delivered aid for 117,000 people in South and Central Darfur states.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We aren't just delivering for immediate needs but ensuring people have enough to get through the coming months," said Kinzli. "Especially in those areas that we anticipate will become harder to reach when the road conditions further deteriorate in the rains in the coming weeks."
In May, the WFP said in a report that at least 1.7 million people are already experiencing emergency levels of hunger in Darfur, including in Al Fasher, the capital of North Darfur state that is besieged by RSF.

    


Some of the challenges in reaching communities in Darfur include securing access through negotiations, which Kinzli described as "complicated" because many of the checkpoints are controlled by different armed groups. She added that getting aid into places with intense fighting such as Al Fasher is extremely dangerous.
Some WFP aid trucks encountered mechanical issues in the most recent food aid delivery because of deteriorating road conditions. Still, three more WFP convoys carrying food and nutritious commodities are planned to enter Darfur in the coming weeks from Chad through the Tine crossing to help 675,000 people.
Carlos Perea-Milla, with the logistics team for Sudan at the international humanitarian organization Action Against Hunger, told the AP that Tine, which leads to North Darfur state, is the only authorized crossing point for U.N. agencies. The Adre crossing point, occasionally used by humanitarian organizations, provides access to RSF-controlled areas. The U.N.'s humanitarian agency is pushing for Adre to be used as the other official crossing point to Sudan.
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- The North Carolina Senate is considering a slew of elections-related measures including three proposed constitutional amendments designed to give voters a say in the law-making process.
GOP senators are trying to advance the legislation quickly as an indefinite recess looms over the North Carolina General Assembly due to rocky budget negotiations. The bills -- which passed a Senate elections committee on Thursday -- deal with artificial intelligence in political advertisements, absentee ballot challenges and signature verification -- as well as the three amendment proposals that could appear on ballots this fall. 
"The opportunity before you today is to empower the people of North Carolina to amend their own state constitution," Gaston County Republican Sen. Brad Overcash said in committee.
The proposed constitutional amendments would cover citizens-only voting, voter ID laws and income taxes. If the amendment projects are successfully enacted by the legislature, voters can cast their ballot for or against the referendums in November, making them law with a simple majority of votes. 

    


To get a question on the ballot, it requires supermajorities -- 72 House and 30 Senate members -- to pass it. Referendums are not subject to Gov. Roy Cooper's veto. 


The first amendment -- which also was proposed by House Republicans earlier this month -- clarifies that only U.S. citizens who are at least 18 years old and meet other qualifications "shall be entitled to vote at any election." The Constitution originally stated that everyone who is born in the U.S. or was naturalized as a citizen can vote. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It is already illegal for noncitizens to vote in U.S. elections, and the amendment does not appear to change any laws in practice. But the bill's proponents say the clarifying language would set a foundation for who is eligible to vote and avoid confusion.

    


The second amendment states that all types of voting in North Carolina require photo identification, whereas the state constitution previously only specified in-person voting. Similarly to the citizens-only voting, photo ID is already required for all voting types in the state.
The last amendment would set a cap on income taxes at 5% rather than the current 7%. Individual and corporate income tax rates both are below 5% in the state.
Photo voter ID and income tax cap amendments -- which required photo ID to vote in person and to lower the income tax cap from 10% to 7% -- were already approved by voters in November 2018, but are still being challenged in court by the state NAACP. Senate leader Phil Berger suggested this week that getting voters to make changes to these amendments in November could make the litigation moot.
House Speaker Tim Moore, a primary sponsor of a House version of the citizens-only referendum bill, told reporters on Thursday he supported the voter ID proposal but had not yet reviewed the income tax question.
Outside of potential referendums, the Senate is also eyeing changes to political advertising laws, ballot challenge procedures and signature verification. The bill's provisions include the following:
1. Require the use of generative AI to be disclosed in political advertisements and outline that a violation would result in a misdemeanor.
2. Mandate county election boards to challenge early voting or absentee ballots cast if the person is deemed ineligible because of death or a felony record.
3. Implement signature verification software for absentee ballots across the state starting July 2025.


    


Democratic senators raised several concerns with the legislation, such as the reliability of signature verification by machines and the AI disclosure. Mecklenburg County Democratic Sen. Natasha Marcus said the bill doesn't do enough to stop politicians from using AI for "nefarious" reasons.
Burke County Republican Sen. Warren Daniel responded to Marcus' concern by telling her to provide an amendment for consideration. 
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Internal Revenue Service said Thursday a review of 1 million claims for the Employee Retention Credit representing $86 billion shows the "vast majority" are at risk of being improper.
The ERC was designed to help businesses retain employees during pandemic-era shutdowns, but it quickly became a magnet for fraud. Its complex eligibility rules allowed scammers to target small businesses, offering help applying for the ERC for a fee -- even if they didn't qualify.
About 10% to 20% of the 1 million claims show "clear signs of being erroneous" and tens of thousands of those will be denied in coming weeks, the IRS said. Another 60% to 70% show an "unacceptable risk" of being improper and will be further evaluated.
"The completion of this review provided the IRS with new insight into risky Employee Retention Credit activity and confirmed widespread concerns about a large number of improper claims," said IRS Commissioner Danny Werfel. "We will now use this information to deny billions of dollars in clearly improper claims and begin additional work to issue payments to help taxpayers without any red flags on their claims."

    


About 10% to 20% show low risk, and the IRS will begin processing those claims. The first payments for that group should begin later this summer.




The IRS stopped processing new claims in September and it said Thursday that the moratorium on ERC claims submitted after Sept. 14, 2023 will continue.
The IRS said businesses can pursue the claim withdrawal process if they need to ask the IRS not to process an ERC claim for any tax period that hasn't been paid yet. 
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    [image: FILE - Trucks, carrying humanitarian supplies for the Gaza Strip, wait in line on the Egyptian side, at the Kerem Shalom Crossing border as seen from southern Israel, Thursday, April 25, 2024. A persistent breakdown in law and order is rendering an aid route in south Gaza unusable, the UN and NGOs say, days after Israel's military said it would pause combat there to help aid reach desperate Palestinians. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)]
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[image: FILE - Palestinians loot a humanitarian aid truck as it crossed into the Gaza Strip in Rafah, Sunday, Dec. 17, 2023. A persistent breakdown in law and order is rendering an aid route in south Gaza unusable, the UN and NGOs say, days after Israel's military said it would pause combat there to help aid reach desperate Palestinians. (AP Photo/Fatima Shbair, File)]
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[image: FILE - Trucks carrying humanitarian aid for the Gaza Strip pass through the inspection area at the Kerem Shalom Crossing in southern Israel, Thursday, March 14, 2024. A persistent breakdown in law and order is rendering an aid route in south Gaza unusable, the UN and NGOs say, days after Israel's military said it would pause combat there to help aid reach desperate Palestinians. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg, File)]
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[image: FILE - An Israeli soldier stands guard as trucks carrying humanitarian aid bound for the Gaza Strip leave a holding area at Kerem Shalom Crossing on the intersection of two borders between Egypt and southern Israel and the Gaza Strip and southern Israel, Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2024. A persistent breakdown in law and order is rendering an aid route in south Gaza unusable, the UN and NGOs say, days after Israel's military said it would pause combat there to help aid reach desperate Palestinians. (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo, File)]
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- The Israeli military said Sunday that it was establishing a new safe corridor to deliver aid into southern Gaza. But days later, this self-declared "tactical pause" has brought little relief to desperate Palestinians.
The United Nations and international aid organizations say a breakdown in law and order has made the aid route unusable.
With thousands of truckloads of aid piled up, groups of armed men are regularly blocking convoys, holding drivers at gunpoint and rifling through their cargo, according to a U.N. official who spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to brief the media on the issue.
He said lawlessness has emerged as the main obstacle to aid distribution in southern Gaza -- where an estimated 1.3 million Palestinians displaced from Rafah, or more than half of Gaza's entire population, are now sheltering in tent camps and cramped apartments without adequate food, water, or medical supplies.

    


Here is a closer look at the security challenges facing the U.N. and aid organizations.
Israel's 'tactical pause' stymied
Israel said Sunday it would observe daily pauses in combat along a route stretching from Kerem Shalom -- the strip's only operational aid crossing in the south -- to the nearby city of Khan Younis. Before the pause, aid organizations had reported that the need to coordinate trucks' movement with the Israelis in an active combat zone was slowing aid distribution.




The U.N. official familiar with the aid effort said that there has been no sign of Israeli activity along the route. The U.N. tried to send a convoy of 60 trucks down the road Tuesday to pick up aid at Kerem Shalom. But 35 of the trucks were intercepted by armed men, the official said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In recent days, armed men have moved closer to the crossing and set up roadblocks to halt trucks loaded with supplies, the U.N. official said. They have rifled through the pallets in search of smuggled cigarettes, a rare luxury in a territory where a single smoke can go for $25.

    


The surge in lawlessness is a result of growing desperation in Gaza and the power vacuum that left by Hamas's waning power over the territory, said Mkhaimar Abusada, an associate professor of political science at Al-Azhar University in Gaza who is now in Cairo.
With the territory's police force targeted by Israel, he said, crime has reemerged as an untreated issue in Gaza.
"After Hamas came to power, one of the things that they brought under their control was the lawlessness of the so-called big clans," said Abusada. "Now, that's left for the Palestinians on their own to deal with it. So once again, we are seeing shootings between families, there are thefts, all the bad things are happening."
UNRWA, the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees, used to deploy local Palestinian police to escort aid convoys, but many refused to continue serving after airstrikes killed at least eight police officers in Rafah, the agency said. 
Israel says the police are legitimate targets because they are controlled by Hamas.
Is any aid getting into Gaza?
The situation has largely paralyzed aid distribution to the south -- particularly since Gaza's nearby Rafah crossing with Egypt was closed when Israel invaded the city early last month.

    


The U.N. official said that 25 trucks of flour used the route Tuesday. Some private commercial trucks also got through -- many of which used armed security to deter groups seeking to seize their cargo. An AP reporter stationed along the road Monday saw at least eight trucks pass by, armed security guards riding on top.
Before Israel's offensive into the city of Rafah, hundreds of fuel trucks routinely entered the area.
The U.N. has now begun rerouting some fuel trucks through northern Gaza. Farhan Haq, a U.N. spokesman, said five fuel trucks entered Gaza Wednesday. The U.N. humanitarian office reported that these were the first fuel deliveries since early June and supplies remain scarce.
Aid groups say only a ceasefire and a reopening of the Rafah crossing could significantly increase aid flow to the area.
The military body in charge of coordinating humanitarian aid efforts, COGAT, did not respond to multiple requests for comment.

    


Security concerns also afflict aid from U.S. pier project
The U.S. installed a pier off Gaza's coast last month, aiming to provide an additional route for aid to enter Gaza. But the ambitious project has suffered repeated logistical and security setbacks.
Cyprus, a partner in the effort, said the pier was up and running again Thursday after being detached for a second time last week because of rough seas. COGAT said Thursday there were "hundreds of aid pallets awaiting collection and distribution by the U.N. aid agencies."
But there, too, security concerns are hindering distribution of aid.
The U.N. suspended its cooperation with the pier on June 9 - a day after rumors swirled that the Israeli military had used the area in a hostage rescue operation that left over 270 Palestinians dead. Photos of the operation have shown an Israeli helicopter in the vicinity of the pier.

    


Both Israel and the U.S. deny the pier was used in the operation. But the perception that the pier was used for military purposes could endanger humanitarian workers, and threaten humanitarian groups' principles of of neutrality, the U.N. says.
Aid workers said they are working with the Israelis to find a solution, but that the security burden falls squarely on Israel's shoulders.
U.N. and other humanitarian officials, including Samantha Power, head of the U.S. Agency for International Development, met with Israel's military chief and COGAT officials this week to seek solutions.
USAID said afterward that the meeting ended with promises of specific actions, but gave no details.
---
AP correspondents Ellen Knickmeyer in Washington and Edith M. Lederer at the United Nations contributed to this report
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    [image: FILE - The icon for the video sharing TikTok app is seen on a smartphone, Feb. 28, 2023, in Marple Township, Pa. The Federal Trade Commission has referred a complaint against TikTok and its parent company, ByteDance, to the Department of Justice. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)]
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                                        TikTok disclosed a letter Thursday that accused the Biden administration of engaging in "political demagoguery" during high-stakes negotiations between the government and the company as it sought to relieve concerns about its presence in the U.S.
The letter -- sent to David Newman, a top official in the Justice Department's national security division, before President Biden signed the potential TikTok ban into law -- was submitted in federal court along with a legal brief supporting the company's lawsuit against measure. 
TikTok's Beijing-based parent company ByteDance is also a plaintiff in the lawsuit, which is expected to be one of the biggest legal battles in tech and internet history. 
The internal documents provide details about negotiations between TikTok and the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States, a secretive inter-agency panel that investigates corporate deals over national security concerns, between January 2021 and August 2022.

    


TikTok has said those talks ultimately resulted in a 90-page draft security agreement that would have required the company to implement more robust safeguards around U.S. user data. It would have also required TikTok to put in a "kill switch" that would have allowed CFIUS to suspend the platform if it was found to be non-compliant with the agreement. 




However, attorneys for TikTok said the agency "ceased any substantive negations" with the company after it submitted the draft agreement in August 2022. CFIUS did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The letter sent to Newman details additional meetings between TikTok and government officials since then, including a March 2023 call the company said was arranged by Paul Rosen, the U.S. Treasury's undersecretary for investment security. 
According to TikTok, Rosen told the company that "senior government officials" deemed the draft agreement to be insufficient to address the government's national security concerns. Rosen also said a solution would have to involve a divestment by ByteDance and the migration of the social platform's source code, or its fundamental programming, out of China. 

    


TikTok's lawsuit has painted divestment as a technological impossibility since the law requires all of TikTok's millions of lines of code to be wrested from ByteDance so that there would be no "operational relationship" between the Chinese company and the new U.S. app. 
After the Wall Street Journal reported in March 2023 that CFIUS had threatened ByteDance to divest TikTok or face a ban, TikTok's attorneys held another call with senior staff from the Justice and Treasury departments where they said leaks to the media by government officials were "problematic and damaging." 
That call was followed by an in-person meeting in May 2023 between TikTok's attorneys, technical experts and senior staff at the Treasury Department focused on data safety measures and TikTok's source code, the company's attorneys said. The last meeting with CFIUS occurred in September 2023. 
In the letter to Newman, TikTok's attorneys say CFIUS provides a constructive way to address the government's concern. However, they added, the agency can only serve this purpose when the law - which imposes confidentiality - and regulations "are followed and both sides are engaged in good-faith discussions, as opposed to political subterfuge, where CFIUS negotiations are misappropriated for legislative purposes." 

    


The legal brief also shared details of, but does not include, a one-page document the Justice Department allegedly provided to members of Congress in March, a month before they passed the federal bill that would require the platform to be sold to an approved buyer or face a ban.
TikTok's attorneys said the document asserted TikTok collects sensitive data without alleging the Chinese government has ever obtained such data. According to the company, the document also alleged that TikTok's algorithm creates the potential for China to influence content on the platform without alleging the country has ever done so.
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                    Federal authorities raided a home belonging to Oakland Mayor Sheng Thao early Thursday as part of an investigation that included a search of at least two other houses, authorities said.
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                                        OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) -- Federal authorities raided a home belonging to Oakland Mayor Sheng Thao early Thursday as part of a California investigation that included a search of at least two other houses, officials said. 
FBI agents carried boxes out of 80 Maiden Lane, a four-bedroom home that property records link to the first-term mayor, the San Francisco Chronicle reported. Thao's spokesperson Francis Zamora referred inquiries to the FBI.
"The FBI conducted court-authorized law enforcement activity on Maiden Lane in Oakland this morning. We are unable to provide additional information at this time," a bureau statement said. 
Agents also conducted searches about three miles to the south at two homes owned by members of the politically influential Duong family that owns the recycling company Cal Waste Solutions, the Chronicle said. The firm has been investigated over campaign contributions to Thao and other elected city officials, the local news outlet Oaklandside reported in 2020.

    


One of the properties is owned by Andy Duong and the other is connected to David and Linda Duong, according to records cited by the Chronicle. 




Phone messages and emails seeking comment on the raid from Cal Waste Solutions officials were not immediately returned. Personal phone numbers for members of the Duong family could not be found. 
Thao, 38, is facing a recall election less than two years into her term as mayor. The city clerk's office last week notified leaders behind the recall effort that they had gathered enough verified signatures to qualify for the ballot in November.
Increased crime and budgetary problems have challenged Thao since she assumed office in January 2023 after a stint on the Oakland City Council. 
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                                        Russian authorities have formally dismissed a deputy defense minister jailed on bribery charges and accused by Kremlin critics of living a lavish lifestyle, Russian media reported Thursday. A court ordered that his pre-trial detention be extended for three more months.
Timur Ivanov, 48, is one of several senior military officers arrested on corruption charges in recent months. He was a close associate of Sergei Shoigu, whom President Vladimir Putin replaced as defense minister last month. 
Ivanov, arrested in April, was charged with taking an especially large bribe. His lawyers said he maintains his innocence. The Basmanny District Court in Moscow on Thursday extended his detention pending investigation and trial until at least Sept. 23. If convicted, he faces up to 15 years in prison. 
Russian media, citing an online registry of government officials, said Thursday that Ivanov was dismissed from his post. His lawyer Denis Baluyev confirmed the dismissal in comments to Russian business news site RBK. It wasn't immediately clear from the reports when exactly Ivanov was fired. 

    


Other top military officials arrested in recent months include deputy chief of the Russian military general staff Lt. Gen. Vadim Shamarin; Gen. Ivan Popov, a former top commander in Russia's offensive in Ukraine; and Lt. Gen. Yury Kuznetsov, head of the Defense Ministry's personnel directorate. All three have been accused of bribery. 




According to the Defense Ministry's website, Ivanov was appointed in 2016 by a presidential decree. He oversaw property management, housing and medical support for the military, as well as construction projects.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ivanov's arrest came nearly a month after Putin called on the Federal Security Service to "keep up a systemic anti-corruption effort" and pay special attention to state defense procurement.
Russian media reported that Ivanov oversaw some of the construction in Mariupol -- a Ukrainian port city that was devastated by bombardment and occupied by Russian forces early in the war. Ivanov has been sanctioned by both the United States and European Union. 

    


Zvezda, the official TV channel of the Russian military, reported in summer 2022 that the ministry was building an entire residential block in Mariupol and showed Ivanov inspecting construction sites and newly erected residential buildings. 
That same year, the team of the late Alexei Navalny, Russia's most prominent opposition leader and anti-corruption campaigner, alleged Ivanov and his family had been enjoying luxurious trips abroad, lavish parties and owning elite real estate. The activists also alleged that Ivanov's wife, Svetlana, divorced him in 2022 to avoid sanctions and continued living a lavish lifestyle. 
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    [image: Sen. Val Applewhite, D-Cumberland, speaks with Sen. Danny Britt, R-Robeson, after he approaches her on the Senate floor during debate on medical marijuana at the Legislative Building in Raleigh, N.C., on Thursday, June 20, 2024. Applewhite submitted an amendment that would have address opioid-related issues but it was shot down by Republican lawmakers. (AP Photo/Makiya Seminera)]
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- North Carolina got a step closer to legalizing medical marijuana on Thursday when the state Senate gave it its initial approval.
The Senate approved a measure legalizing medical marijuana in its first of two votes, 33-9, with nine Republicans breaking from the rest of the party to oppose it. If approved a second time, the bill will go to the state House, which has historically blocked Senate attempts to legalize the drug's medical use. 
Medical cannabis products are legal in 38 states and the District of Columbia, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures. More than 20 states allow the drug to be used recreationally, too.
Legalizing medical marijuana for qualifying patients with a "debilitating medical condition" was added to a bill on Wednesday that originally focused on creating further state regulations for federally legal hemp products. Those hemp products contain a concentration of less than 0.3% of THC concentration, the compound that gives marijuana its high. 

    


Although the hemp regulations remain in the bill, Sen. Danny Britt, a Republican from Robeson County, said on the Senate floor that adding medical marijuana was necessary to "get out in front" of an expected federal reclassification of marijuana from a Schedule I drug to a less dangerous Schedule III drug.




Sen. Bill Rabon, a Republican from Brunswick County who is one of the most vocal proponents of legalizing medical marijuana, said the bill would help sick and dying people in the state. Like in previous sessions, he recounted his own experience smoking pot while undergoing chemotherapy for colon cancer.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"With 18 months to live, I'm here 20 years later because I had a physician who told me to do this, and I did," Rabon told Senate colleagues. 
The bill awaits its second senatorial vote on Monday. Rabon said the chamber might submit additional amendments after reviewing requests from the House.

    


The House hasn't clearly indicated if it would pass the bill. 
House Speaker Tim Moore said Thursday that he supports legalizing medical marijuana through a Senate measure approved last year, but has said repeatedly that it wouldn't be considered because not enough House Republicans back the idea.
Moore didn't know whether combining the legalization with the hemp regulation provisions would persuade additional colleagues. He said he anticipated House Republicans would privately discuss the idea next week.
___
Associated Press writer Gary D. Robertson contributed to this report.
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                                        LANSING, Mich. (AP) -- Police arrested a Republican lawmaker early Thursday while responding to reports of possible gunshots in Michigan's capital city, authorities said.
Rep. Neil Friske was arrested "for a felony-level offense" around 2:45 a.m., Lansing police spokesperson Jordan Gulkis said.
Investigators plan to submit a report by Friday to the Ingham County prosecutor, Gulkis said.
A phone message seeking comment from Friske's office wasn't immediately returned. But a statement on his campaign's Facebook page said "Rep Friske is always exercising his 2nd Amendment right."
"We ask everyone for prayers and to stay tuned for updates directly from this campaign or Representative Friske himself," the statement said. 
Friske, who is running for reelection, has a conservative voting record during his first term in the House. He represents Charlevoix and Emmet counties and portions of Cheboygan, Chippewa and Mackinac counties.
His family operates a popular fruit orchard in Charlevoix County. 
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- With each legislative chamber uninterested in hearing the other's spending proposal, North Carolina lawmakers look ready to go on hiatus after next week while a stalemate simmers between Republicans over how to adjust the current two-year state budget.
"Perhaps during this summertime with a lot of heat, maybe a little cooling off might be a good thing," House Speaker Tim Moore told colleagues Thursday after the full House gave final approval to its $31.7 billion plan for state government spending starting with the new fiscal year July 1. 
But the Senate has signaled no interest in considering the measure, which passed the House 68-36 after a similar initial affirmative vote Wednesday night. 
Senate GOP leaders instead advanced earlier Thursday their own $31.4 billion plan through a budget committee. Their measure contains 240 fewer pages than the House bill, omits scores of House provisions and declines to raise teacher and state worker salaries beyond what the enacted two-year plan already directs for the next 12 months. 

    


Senate leader Phil Berger has expressed frustration with House counterparts over their higher spending levels and liberal use of reserve funds. Berger said later Thursday that his chamber plans to hold perfunctory floor sessions after the end of the month, then wait to see if continuing conversations lead to the House agreeing on a plan more to the Senate's liking. 




"We'll roll into the new fiscal year," Berger told reporters. "If they at whatever point decide to get serious about the spending number, we are willing, able and ready to go." But he acknowledged it's possible no agreement is ever reached. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Moore said there are also no plans to hear the Senate budget bill, which is supposed to get a full Senate vote early next week. He accused senators of giving up on negotiations that he said had brought the two sides much closer. 

    


"What I got was the Senate just kind of moving on out there and filing their own bill without any consultation or notice from the House, and we will not respond well to negotiation tactics like that," Moore said. 
Having a two-year budget already in place eases the pressure upon legislators to hammer out alterations quickly. But the impasse increases risks for Republicans that two key provisions important to families that the chambers largely agree upon could be left behind.
Both the House and Senate budget versions contain $487 million for programs that help K-12 students attend private schools and eliminate large program waiting lists now and for the future. Most of the money would go toward the state's Opportunity Scholarships, which experienced a sharp increase in applications because family income limits for recipients were eliminated in last year's budget.
And the two chambers also support giving roughly $135 million to replace most of the money coming from the federal government for child care center grants that will expire in July. 
Legislative Democrats and Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper oppose expanding private-scholarships and say hundreds of millions of dollars more are needed to help child care centers stay open and grow. 

    


"Republican legislators have proposed two terrible budgets that steal billions in taxpayer money from public schools and child care to pay for private school vouchers millionaires will use," Cooper wrote Thursday on X. He can veto legislation but Republican legislators hold enough seats to override any veto if they remain united. 
The General Assembly convened this year's primary work session in late April, but there's no set session end date. So two chambers have the flexibility to return later in the summer for more business before adjourning permanently. 
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[image: Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro signs an agreement to respect the results of the upcoming presidential elections, at the National Electoral Council headquarters in Caracas, Venezuela, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariana Cubillos)]
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                                        CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) -- Eight of 10 candidates in Venezuela's upcoming presidential election, including President Nicolas Maduro, on Thursday signed an agreement binding them to respect the results of the contest as announced by electoral authorities.
The agreement put forth by Venezuela's electoral body could end up being insignificant: The government has a history of testing and breaching the terms of agreements and the document wasn't signed by Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia, the only opposition candidate with a real chance of ending Maduro's quest for a third term on July 28.
"Now, it is the document of the electoral arbiter. Whatever the electoral arbiter says, amen," Maduro told reporters after the signing ceremony. "I call on all Venezuelans to support this document and to respect the electoral arbiter, the National Electoral Council, and that its word be sacred."

    


The electoral body has long been stacked with allies of the ruling party who function as a tool of Maduro's government, bending rules in favor of preferred candidates and blocking the participation of the opposition. 
Gonzalez in a statement said an "agreement can never be imposed unilaterally" and "must emerge from a respectful dialogue between the parties." He said the government has already violated an agreement it entered into with the opposition coalition he represents, including by rescinding an invitation to the European Union to send a mission of electoral observers and by increasing "the persecution against leaders and supporters of our campaign."




The electoral council earlier this year set the presidential election for July 28, fulfilling one of the provisions of the accord to which Gonzalez referred. 

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Under the agreement, which was signed in Barbados, both sides vowed to work toward improving conditions for a free and fair election. But Maduro and his allies have continuously tested the limits of the accord, including by blocking the candidacy of Maria Corina Machado, who won the presidential primary of the U.S.-backed Unitary Platform coalition, as well as of her chosen substitute.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Machado and the coalition are now backing Gonzalez, a former diplomat.

    


Thursday's agreement makes no mention of political persecution, but candidate Benjamin Rausseo standing at the podium said he had received the document hours before and would still sign it but wanted to "formally request" that guarantees of people's political rights be included.
He said the agreement should state that the winner will "seek broad and sufficient guarantees of non-political persecution of any leader of any tendency or party, as well as of current or former officials in office at the time of the election."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/venezuela-presidential-election-agreement-maduro-gonzalez-e0286498cdf5e805f46c29e97a173e38
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    [image: FILE - Slovakia's Prime Minister Robert Fico arrives for the V4 meeting in Prague, Czech Republic, Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2024. Slovakia's parliament voted on Thursday, June 20, 2024 to approve a government plan to overhaul the country's public radio and television services, a move that critics say would result in the government taking full control of the media. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek, File)]
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                                        BRATISLAVA, Slovakia (AP) -- Slovakia's parliament voted on Thursday to approve a government plan to overhaul the country's public broadcasting services, a move that critics say would result in the government taking full control of the media.
The coalition government of populist Prime Minister Robert Fico agreed on the measure on April 24. Fico, who is recovering at home from multiple wounds he suffered in an assassination attempt on May 15, said that the changes are needed, because the services are politically biased and "in conflict with the Slovak government."
Thousands have repeatedly rallied in the capital, Bratislava, in protest rallies organized by the major opposition Progressive Slovakia party and others against the plan, which has been widely criticized by local journalists, the opposition, international media organizations and the European Union.

    


Former President Zuzana Caputova, whose term in office expired on Saturday, was also among fierce critics. Her successor, Petr Pellegrini, is Fico's close ally.
In the 150-seat parliament known as the National Council, 78 coalition lawmakers voted in favor of the changes. Opposition lawmakers didn't participate in the vote in protest. 




Employees of Slovakia's public radio and television broadcaster staged a protest in front of the parliament building on Thursday.
The approved changes mean the public broadcaster known as RTVS will cease to exist and be replaced by a new organization.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The takeover plan was drafted by Culture Minister Martina Simkovicova, who represents the Slovak National Party, an ultranationalist member of the coalition government. She has worked for an internet television outlet known for spreading disinformation.
Simkovicova said that the current broadcaster gives space only to mainstream views, and censors the rest. The broadcaster has denied the claim.
Under her plan, the new broadcaster -- Slovak television and radio, or STVR -- will have a director selected by a council whose nine members will be nominated by the Culture Ministry and parliament. The current director-general, Lubos Machaj, has a parliamentary mandate until 2027.

    


Opposition lawmaker Zora Jaurova said during the parliamentary debate that the changes were unnecessary, and the government's only goal was "to get rid of the current director-general and management and take it over."
Critics worry that Slovakia, under Fico, will abandon the country's pro-Western course and follow the direction of Hungary under populist Prime Minister Viktor Orban.
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    [image: IDENTIFIES THE NEWLY-NAMED MINISTERS - Incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum, center, poses for a group photo with members of her newly named Cabinet, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Pictured from left to right: Ernestina Godoy, legal advisor, Alicia Barcena, secretary of environment and natural resources, Juan Ramon de la Fuente, foreign affairs secretary, Marcelo Ebrard, economy secretary, Rosaura Ruiz, appointed to a new ministry overseeing science, humanities, technology and innovation, and Julio Berdegue Sacristan, secretary of agriculture and rural development. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Mexico's former Foreign Affairs Secretary Marcelo Ebrard speaks at the press conference announcing incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum's Cabinet members, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Sheinbaum, right, chose Ebrard as her administration's economy secretary. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Juan Ramon de la Fuente, appointed as foreign affairs secretary, attends the press conference announcing incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum's Cabinet members, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. De la Fuente, 72, is the former rector of Mexico's largest university, the public National Autonomous University of Mexico, which Sheinbaum attended and worked at. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Alicia Barcena, appointed as secretary of environment and natural resources, attends the press conference announcing incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum's Cabinet members, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Barcena is the current foreign affairs secretary. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Rosaura Ruiz Gutierrez, a biologist who previously led the school of sciences at the National Autonomous University of Mexico, attends the press conference announcing incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum's Cabinet members, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Sheinbaum chose Ruiz Gutierrez to lead a new ministry overseeing science, humanities, technology and innovation. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Ernestina Godoy, newly-appointed legal advisor, attends the press conference announcing incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum's Cabinet members, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Godoy was the chief prosecutor for Mexico City when Sheinbaum was mayor. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Julio Berdegue Sacristan, newly-appointed secretary of agriculture and rural development, attends the press conference announcing incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum's Cabinet members, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Berdegue Sacristan is an agronomist with a long academic trajectory. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum speaks flanked by members of her newly-named Cabinet, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Pictured from left to right: Ernestina Godoy, legal advisor, Alicia Barcena, secretary of environment and natural resources, Juan Ramon de la Fuente, foreign affairs secretary, Marcelo Ebrard, economy secretary, Rosaura Ruiz, appointed to a new ministry overseeing science, humanities, technology and innovation, and Julio Berdegue Sacristan, secretary of agriculture and rural development. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum waves as she leaves a press conference where she presented members of her Cabinet, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Ernestina Godoy, legal advisor, from left, Alicia Barcena, secretary of environment and natural resources, Juan Ramon de la Fuente, foreign affairs secretary, incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum, Marcelo Ebrard, economy secretary and Rosaura Ruiz, appointed to a new ministry overseeing science, humanities, technology and innovation, leave a press conference where Sheinbaum presented six members of her Cabinet, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Mexico's former Foreign Affairs Secretary Marcelo Ebrard speaks at the press conference announcing incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum's Cabinet members, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Sheinbaum, right, chose Ebrard as her administration's economy secretary. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Juan Ramon de la Fuente, appointed as foreign affairs secretary, attends the press conference announcing incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum's Cabinet members, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. De la Fuente, 72, is the former rector of Mexico's largest university, the public National Autonomous University of Mexico, which Sheinbaum attended and worked at. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Alicia Barcena, appointed as secretary of environment and natural resources, attends the press conference announcing incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum's Cabinet members, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Barcena is the current foreign affairs secretary. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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Alicia Barcena, appointed as secretary of environment and natural resources, attends the press conference announcing incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum's Cabinet members, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Barcena is the current foreign affairs secretary. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)
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[image: Rosaura Ruiz Gutierrez, a biologist who previously led the school of sciences at the National Autonomous University of Mexico, attends the press conference announcing incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum's Cabinet members, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Sheinbaum chose Ruiz Gutierrez to lead a new ministry overseeing science, humanities, technology and innovation. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Ernestina Godoy, newly-appointed legal advisor, attends the press conference announcing incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum's Cabinet members, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Godoy was the chief prosecutor for Mexico City when Sheinbaum was mayor. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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Ernestina Godoy, newly-appointed legal advisor, attends the press conference announcing incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum's Cabinet members, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Godoy was the chief prosecutor for Mexico City when Sheinbaum was mayor. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)
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[image: Julio Berdegue Sacristan, newly-appointed secretary of agriculture and rural development, attends the press conference announcing incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum's Cabinet members, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Berdegue Sacristan is an agronomist with a long academic trajectory. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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[image: Incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum speaks flanked by members of her newly-named Cabinet, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Pictured from left to right: Ernestina Godoy, legal advisor, Alicia Barcena, secretary of environment and natural resources, Juan Ramon de la Fuente, foreign affairs secretary, Marcelo Ebrard, economy secretary, Rosaura Ruiz, appointed to a new ministry overseeing science, humanities, technology and innovation, and Julio Berdegue Sacristan, secretary of agriculture and rural development. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 10 | Incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum speaks flanked by members of her newly-named Cabinet, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Pictured from left to right: Ernestina Godoy, legal advisor, Alicia Barcena, secretary of environment and natural resources, Juan Ramon de la Fuente, foreign affairs secretary, Marcelo Ebrard, economy secretary, Rosaura Ruiz, appointed to a new ministry overseeing science, humanities, technology and innovation, and Julio Berdegue Sacristan, secretary of agriculture and rural development. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 10
Incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum speaks flanked by members of her newly-named Cabinet, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Pictured from left to right: Ernestina Godoy, legal advisor, Alicia Barcena, secretary of environment and natural resources, Juan Ramon de la Fuente, foreign affairs secretary, Marcelo Ebrard, economy secretary, Rosaura Ruiz, appointed to a new ministry overseeing science, humanities, technology and innovation, and Julio Berdegue Sacristan, secretary of agriculture and rural development. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum waves as she leaves a press conference where she presented members of her Cabinet, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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Incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum waves as she leaves a press conference where she presented members of her Cabinet, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)
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[image: Ernestina Godoy, legal advisor, from left, Alicia Barcena, secretary of environment and natural resources, Juan Ramon de la Fuente, foreign affairs secretary, incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum, Marcelo Ebrard, economy secretary and Rosaura Ruiz, appointed to a new ministry overseeing science, humanities, technology and innovation, leave a press conference where Sheinbaum presented six members of her Cabinet, in Mexico City, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Marco Ugarte)]
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                                        MEXICO CITY (AP) -- Mexico's incoming President Claudia Sheinbaum began naming her Cabinet Thursday, presenting an even gender distribution, as well as a heavy presence from academia and her prior administration as Mexico City's mayor.
Sheinbaum, herself a climate scientist and former academic, appointed former Foreign Affairs Secretary Marcelo Ebrard as her administration's economy secretary. Ebrard stepped down from that post in 2023 to run against Sheinbaum for their party's nomination.
Sheinbaum romped to victory in the June 2 election.
Ebrard, 63, was the official President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador placed in charge of obtaining foreign-made vaccines for Mexico during the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic.

    


He also served from 2006 to 2012 as mayor of Mexico City, traditionally the launching pad for the presidency.
While he was once viewed as the second-most important figure in the Morena party, his standing was tarnished by two key events. First, a subway line that was hastily and poorly constructed while he was mayor collapsed in 2021, killing 26 passengers. Second, he engaged in a bare-knuckle primary race against Sheinbaum in 2023 for Morena's presidential nomination, but instead of conceding defeat quickly, he alleged irregularities and continued with legal challenges.




Sheinbaum chose Juan Ramon de la Fuente as her secretary of foreign affairs.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

De la Fuente, 72, is the former rector of Mexico's largest university, the public National Autonomous University of Mexico, or UNAM, which Sheinbaum attended and worked at.
He has served as Mexico's ambassador to the United Nations under Lopez Obrador and is known for a calm and diplomatic demeanor.
He was health secretary in the late 1990s. Trained as a psychiatrist, De la Fuente is good at listening and has an academic air, like Sheinbaum herself. He served in the key position as her transition coordinator, so he's as close to her as anyone.
Mexico's current foreign affairs secretary, Alicia Barcena, will now serve as secretary of environment and natural resources.

    


Sheinbaum said Thursday she will create a new ministry overseeing science, humanities, technology and innovation. For that role, she chose Rosaura Ruiz Gutierrez, a biologist who previously led the school of sciences at UNAM. Ruiz Gutierrez had also been Mexico City's secretary of education while Sheinbaum was mayor.
Sheinbaum tapped Ernestina Godoy, who was the chief prosecutor for Mexico City when Sheinbaum was mayor, to be her administration's legal adviser.
Julio Berdegue Sacristan, an agronomist with a long academic trajectory, was her choice for the secretary of agriculture and rural development.
Sheinbaum said she would present more Cabinet picks next week.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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    [image: Antonio Espinoza, a supervisor with the Gras Lawn landscaping company, uses a gasoline-powered leaf blower to clean up around a housing development in Brick, N.J. on June 18, 2024. New Jersey is one of many states either considering or already having banned gasoline-powered leaf blowers on environmental and health grounds, but the landscaping industry says the battery-powered devices favored by environmentalists and some governments are costlier and less effective than the ones they currently use. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Antonio Espinoza, a supervisor with the Gras Lawn landscaping company, pulls the cord to start a gasoline-powered leaf blower in Brick, N.J. on June 18, 2024. New Jersey is one of many states either considering or already having banned gasoline-powered leaf blowers on environmental and health grounds, but the landscaping industry says the battery-powered devices favored by environmentalists and some governments are costlier and less effective than the ones they currently use. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Antonio Espinoza, a supervisor with the Gras Lawn landscaping company, removes gasoline-powered leaf blowers from his company's truck to clean up around a housing development in Brick, N.J. on June 18, 2024. New Jersey is one of many states either considering or already having banned gasoline-powered leaf blowers on environmental and health grounds, but the landscaping industry says the battery-powered devices favored by environmentalists and some governments are costlier and less effective than the ones they currently use. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: The nozzles of two gasoline-powered leaf blowers are shown in this June 18, 2024 photo in Brick, N.J. New Jersey is one of many states either considering or already having banned gasoline-powered leaf blowers on environmental and health grounds, but the landscaping industry says the battery-powered devices favored by environmentalists and some governments are costlier and less effective than the ones they currently use. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Antonio Espinoza, a supervisor with the Gras Lawn landscaping company, pulls the cord to start a gasoline-powered leaf blower in Brick, N.J. on June 18, 2024. New Jersey is one of many states either considering or already having banned gasoline-powered leaf blowers on environmental and health grounds, but the landscaping industry says the battery-powered devices favored by environmentalists and some governments are costlier and less effective than the ones they currently use. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Antonio Espinoza, a supervisor with the Gras Lawn landscaping company, removes gasoline-powered leaf blowers from his company's truck to clean up around a housing development in Brick, N.J. on June 18, 2024. New Jersey is one of many states either considering or already having banned gasoline-powered leaf blowers on environmental and health grounds, but the landscaping industry says the battery-powered devices favored by environmentalists and some governments are costlier and less effective than the ones they currently use. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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Antonio Espinoza, a supervisor with the Gras Lawn landscaping company, uses a gasoline-powered leaf blower to clean up around a housing development in Brick, N.J. on June 18, 2024. New Jersey is one of many states either considering or already having banned gasoline-powered leaf blowers on environmental and health grounds, but the landscaping industry says the battery-powered devices favored by environmentalists and some governments are costlier and less effective than the ones they currently use. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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[image: The nozzles of two gasoline-powered leaf blowers are shown in this June 18, 2024 photo in Brick, N.J. New Jersey is one of many states either considering or already having banned gasoline-powered leaf blowers on environmental and health grounds, but the landscaping industry says the battery-powered devices favored by environmentalists and some governments are costlier and less effective than the ones they currently use. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]
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[image: Antonio Espinoza, a supervisor with the Gras Lawn landscaping company, uses a gasoline-powered leaf blower to clean up around a housing development in Brick, N.J. on June 18, 2024. New Jersey is one of many states either considering or already having banned gasoline-powered leaf blowers on environmental and health grounds, but the landscaping industry says the battery-powered devices favored by environmentalists and some governments are costlier and less effective than the ones they currently use. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | Antonio Espinoza, a supervisor with the Gras Lawn landscaping company, uses a gasoline-powered leaf blower to clean up around a housing development in Brick, N.J. on June 18, 2024. New Jersey is one of many states either considering or already having banned gasoline-powered leaf blowers on environmental and health grounds, but the landscaping industry says the battery-powered devices favored by environmentalists and some governments are costlier and less effective than the ones they currently use. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 6
Antonio Espinoza, a supervisor with the Gras Lawn landscaping company, uses a gasoline-powered leaf blower to clean up around a housing development in Brick, N.J. on June 18, 2024. New Jersey is one of many states either considering or already having banned gasoline-powered leaf blowers on environmental and health grounds, but the landscaping industry says the battery-powered devices favored by environmentalists and some governments are costlier and less effective than the ones they currently use. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            WAYNE PARRY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        TRENTON, N.J. (AP) -- The roar of the leaf blower has become an inescapable part of daily life in communities across America, leading towns and states to ban or restrict blowers that run on gasoline.
But the measures face blowback from the landscaping industry and some property owners who say that the battery-powered blowers favored by the legislation are costlier and not nearly as effective as the gasoline-powered ones.
"If you look at what this machines does, how loud it is, how much it pollutes, it's not normal to be accepted where we live, where our children play," said Jessica Stolzberg, a writer and crusader against gas-powered leaf blowers who helped get a ban on the machines enacted in her hometown of Montclair, New Jersey.
Since that ban took effect last October, "Montclair has been a healthier, cleaner, quieter community," she said.

    


But the ban is being challenged in court by landscapers, she added.
Just as the push to move away from burning fossil fuels to power cars and homes is drawing opposition from business groups and numerous device owners, the move by government to force a switch to battery-powered leaf blowers has the industry complaining of increased costs and decreased performance under the new regulations. 




Though several local communities have already enacted full or partial bans on gas-powered leaf blowers, New Jersey is considering banning them statewide. A state Senate committee on Thursday advanced a bill that would ban such blowers most of the year, but would allow ones using four-stroke combustion engines to be used during peak cleanup periods in spring and fall. (Dirtier two-stroke models would be phased out after two years.)

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's a compromise the industry says it is willing to make in the interest of still being able to use the more powerful gas-powered blowers when they are needed most.
"New Jersey is bombarded with leaves and stuff to clean up," said Rich Goldstein, president of the New Jersey Landscape Contractors Association, representing 550 companies in the state. "We're not California, we're not Florida. We have leaves. The average house in New Jersey, you take away 30 to 50 cubic feet of leaves each fall. That's a lot of leaves."

    


Gas-powered blowers are being targeted by governments across the country. A ban in California starts next month, and similar measures have passed in Washington, D.C., Portland, Oregon; Montgomery County, Maryland; Burlington, Vermont; and Evanston, Illinois, among other places.
Doug O'Malley, director of Environment New Jersey, said more than 100 cities across the U.S. have banned or restricted gas-powered leaf blowers, which he called a major source of pollution. He said using such a blower for an hour creates as much pollution as driving a car for 1,100 miles (1,770 kilometers).
But just as the push to move away from burning fossil fuels to power cars and homes is drawing opposition from business groups and numerous device owners, the move by government to force a switch to battery-powered leaf blowers has the industry complaining of increased costs and decreased performance under the new regulations. 

    


"My company, I have $150,000 to $200,000 worth of gas-powered blowers," said Goldstein, head of the New Jersey landscapers' group. "What am I supposed to do, throw them in the garbage?"
New Jersey's proposed bill, like others enacted in several U.S. cities, would provide financial assistance to the industry to defray the cost of purchasing new battery-powered blowers.
Cost is not the only concern, Goldstein said.
"It's retrofitting your truck to be able to charge batteries throughout the day," he said. "And by doing that, you'd have to keep your diesel engine running, and that causes another issue. This is just a terrible idea."
He also said two-stroke engines, while less fuel-efficient than four-stroke ones, can do things that the more advanced models can't, such as being turned sideways to reach into hard-to-access places.
Maplewood, New Jersey Mayor Nancy Adams said her community banned gas-powered blowers in January 2023.

    


"We are living in an age of climate change, and we've known for 100 years that burning more fossil fuel puts more CO2 into the atmosphere," she said.
Since the ban took place, she said, "Our community is better for it, our quality of life is better."
Several golf course management and landscaping companies said they support the idea of a gradual transition to battery power, but want more time to phase it in, possibly enabling more powerful battery-powered models to be developed.
___
Follow Wayne Parry on X at www.twitter.com/WayneParryAC

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/gas-powered-leaf-blower-bans-landscaping-climate-bcd6f7ffbd92abdf00d699457ce5333a
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    [image: FILE- NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, left, greets Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte during arrivals for a NATO summit at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Monday, June 14, 2021. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Francois Mori, Pool)]
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[image: FILE = Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte smiles as he arrives to discuss security cooperation in Prague, Czech Republic, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 14 | FILE = Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte smiles as he arrives to discuss security cooperation in Prague, Czech Republic, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte, right, speaks with NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg during a meeting of the North Atlantic Council with Partner Nations at a NATO summit in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, July 12, 2023.Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Pavel Golovkin, File)]
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[image: FILE - Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, talks to Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte at the end of an international ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day at Omaha Beach in Saint-Laurent-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte arrives for an EU summit in Brussels, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte, left, speaks with U.S. President Joe Biden during a round table meeting at a NATO summit in Madrid, Spain, June 29, 2022. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - President Donald Trump greets Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte as he arrives at the White House in Washington, Thursday, July 18, 2019. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]
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[image: FILE - Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, is greeted by Dutch caretaker Prime Minister Mark Rutte in Eindhoven, Netherlands, Sunday, Aug. 20, 2023. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)]
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[image: FILE - Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, is greeted by Dutch caretaker Prime Minister Mark Rutte in Eindhoven, Netherlands, Sunday, Aug. 20, 2023. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)]
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[image: FILE - Netherlands Prime Minister Mark Rutte addresses the 78th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Friday, Sept. 22, 2023. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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[image: FILE - President Joe Biden meets with Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, Tuesday, Jan. 17, 2023. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 14 | FILE - President Joe Biden meets with Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, Tuesday, Jan. 17, 2023. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Prime Minister of the Netherlands, Mark Rutte, speaks during a joint press conference in Sarajevo, Bosnia, Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Armin Durgut, File)]
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[image: FILE - President Donald Trump speaks during a meeting with the Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte in the Oval Office of the White House, Thursday, July 18, 2019, in Washington. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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[image: FILE - Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte speaks during a joint media conference with Lithuanian President Gitanas Nauseda at the President's palace in Vilnius, Lithuania, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 14 | FILE - Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte speaks during a joint media conference with Lithuanian President Gitanas Nauseda at the President's palace in Vilnius, Lithuania, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis, File)
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    [image: FILE- NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, left, greets Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte during arrivals for a NATO summit at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Monday, June 14, 2021. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Francois Mori, Pool)]
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FILE- NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, left, greets Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte during arrivals for a NATO summit at NATO headquarters in Brussels, Monday, June 14, 2021. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Francois Mori, Pool)
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[image: FILE = Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte smiles as he arrives to discuss security cooperation in Prague, Czech Republic, Tuesday, May 28, 2024. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Petr David Josek, File)]
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[image: FILE - Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte, right, speaks with NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg during a meeting of the North Atlantic Council with Partner Nations at a NATO summit in Vilnius, Lithuania, Wednesday, July 12, 2023.Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Pavel Golovkin, File)]
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[image: FILE - Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, talks to Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte at the end of an international ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day at Omaha Beach in Saint-Laurent-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 14 | FILE - Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, talks to Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte at the end of an international ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day at Omaha Beach in Saint-Laurent-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 14
FILE - Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, talks to Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte at the end of an international ceremony to mark the 80th anniversary of D-Day at Omaha Beach in Saint-Laurent-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Thursday, June 6, 2024. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: FILE - Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte arrives for an EU summit in Brussels, Wednesday, April 17, 2024. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Virginia Mayo, File)]
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[image: FILE - Netherland's Prime Minister Mark Rutte, left, speaks with U.S. President Joe Biden during a round table meeting at a NATO summit in Madrid, Spain, June 29, 2022. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, Pool, File)]
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[image: FILE - President Donald Trump greets Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte as he arrives at the White House in Washington, Thursday, July 18, 2019. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]
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[image: FILE - Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, is greeted by Dutch caretaker Prime Minister Mark Rutte in Eindhoven, Netherlands, Sunday, Aug. 20, 2023. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Peter Dejong, File)]
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[image: FILE - Netherlands Prime Minister Mark Rutte addresses the 78th session of the United Nations General Assembly, Friday, Sept. 22, 2023. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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[image: FILE - President Joe Biden meets with Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte in the Oval Office of the White House in Washington, Tuesday, Jan. 17, 2023. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)]
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[image: FILE - Prime Minister of the Netherlands, Mark Rutte, speaks during a joint press conference in Sarajevo, Bosnia, Tuesday, Jan. 23, 2024. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Armin Durgut, File)]
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[image: FILE - President Donald Trump speaks during a meeting with the Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte in the Oval Office of the White House, Thursday, July 18, 2019, in Washington. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)]
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[image: FILE - Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte speaks during a joint media conference with Lithuanian President Gitanas Nauseda at the President's palace in Vilnius, Lithuania, Tuesday, April 2, 2024. Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's going to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general. (AP Photo/Mindaugas Kulbis, File)]
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                                        THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) -- Over the course of more than a dozen years at the top of Dutch politics, Mark Rutte got to know a thing or two about finding consensus among fractious coalition partners. Now he's on track to bring the experience of leading four Dutch multiparty governments to the international stage as NATO's new secretary general.
On Thursday, Romania's president withdrew from the race for the alliance's top job, leaving Rutte the only remaining candidate and all but certain to head the world's biggest military organization from October. 
Rutte's appointment could be sealed by a meeting of NATO ambassadors in the coming days, or when President Joe Biden and his NATO counterparts meet for a summit in Washington on July 9-11.
The secretary general chairs meetings and guide sometimes delicate consultations among the 32 NATO member countries to ensure that an organization that operates on consensus can continue to function. The NATO leader also ensures that decisions are put into action and speak on behalf of all members.

    


Even before taking over from Jens Stoltenberg, Rutte has been put to the test. 




Securing the job of NATO chief required all of Rutte's diplomatic skills as he convinced doubters, including Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban and Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, to back his candidacy.
"It took a very long time. It's a complicated process, but it's an honor that it appears to have happened," Rutte told reporters in The Hague before riding his bicycle away from work.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A former NATO spokesperson said Rutte was a good fit for the job.
"Like Stoltenberg, Rutte is a pragmatist and one of the few European politicians to have developed a good working relationship not just with Joe Biden, but also with Donald Trump. That could prove a key asset for NATO after the November US presidential election," said Oana Lungescu, a former chief NATO spokesperson. 

    


Rutte "is seen as a safe pair of hands to lead NATO in turbulent times, just as Stoltenberg has done for the last decade," Lungescu, now a Fellow with the defense and security think tank, the Royal United Services Institute, told The Associated Press. 
From history scholar to business manager to politics
A history graduate and former human resources manager at consumer products multinational Unilever, Rutte became prime minister of the Netherlands for the first time in October, 2010. He quit last July as his four-party coalition wrangled over how to rein in migration.
Although he has been one of Europe's top politicians for years, Rutte has remained down to earth. 
He can often be seen riding his bicycle around his hometown of The Hague, or walking from his office to a meeting eating an apple. When he handed in his government's resignation to King Willem-Alexander last year, he drove to an ornate royal palace in a Saab station wagon.
On Thursday, he posed -- in jeans, a white shirt and sunglasses -- for selfies with people outside his office while sitting on his bicycle.
While he was Dutch prime minister, Rutte was a strong supporter of Ukraine and its right to defend itself after Russia's 2022 invasion. Under his leadership, the Netherlands pledged military hardware to Kyiv including Leopard tanks and F-16 fighter jets.

    


He said the war on Europe's eastern flank was one of the reasons for seeking the job as NATO chief.
"With everything that happened in Ukraine and the instability in the world and a number of people who thought I could maybe do it, you can't just push that to one side," he said. "And it is, of course, an unbelievably interesting job." 
Rutte's political career hasn't been all smooth sailing 
Rutte bounced back from a number of scandals while in office in the Netherlands. He was so adept at preventing political stains sticking to him that he earned the nickname Teflon Mark.
His third coalition government resigned in early 2021 over a scandal involving investigations into child welfare payments that wrongly labeled thousands of parents as fraudsters. 
A few months later, Rutte proved himself a master of survival by leading his conservative People's Party for Freedom and Democracy to victory in national elections and cobbling together his fourth and final coalition from the same parties that resigned to trigger the vote.

    


Experience on the international political stage
His years in office also have honed his skills at an international level. Working the room with a broad smile and firm handshake at European Union summits, Rutte developed strong working relationships with powerful leaders such as former German chancellor Angela Merkel and France's Emmanuel Macron. He's also visited Biden and Trump in Washington.
"As a veteran of EU summits, Rutte will bring a different understanding of the complex NATO-EU relation than Stoltenberg," said Lungescu. "But he will also need to ensure that the EU's efforts on defence complement, rather than undermine NATO at this critical time."
While the Netherlands under Rutte's leadership long failed to meet the NATO target of spending 2% of its GDP on defense, the Dutch are expected to edge past the mark this year. NATO estimates suggest the Netherlands will spend 2.05% of its GDP, up from around 1.2% a decade ago when the allies pledged to ramp up their military budgets after Russia annexed Crimea.
___
Associated Press writer Lorne Cook in Brussels contributed to this report.
___
For more NATO news from the AP: https://apnews.com/hub/nato
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    [image: Aam Aadmi Party leader and Chief Minister of Delhi, Arvind Kejriwal, left, greets officials as he arrives with his family at a polling booth to cast his vote in the sixth round of polling in India's national election in New Delhi, India, Saturday, May 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Altaf Qadri)]
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- Arvind Kejriwal, an Indian opposition leader and New Delhi's chief minister, was granted bail on Thursday by a court in the capital, after he was arrested in a bribery case in March. 
Kejriwal, the leader of the Aam Aadmi Party, or Common Man's Party, was taken into custody weeks before India's national election, in which he was one of the challengers to Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
Modi returned to power for a third straight term earlier in June, even though his Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party lost its majority. However, Modi's National Democratic Alliance coalition won enough seats to form a government, with him at the helm.
Kejriwal's arrest was widely condemned by opposition parties who called it a political move by the Modi government against one of his fiercest opponents during a national election. The New Delhi leader was given interim bail last month to campaign before going back to jail on June 2. 

    


He's expected to be released on Friday, one of Kejriwal's lawyers told local media. 
On March 21, Kejriwal was arrested by the federal Enforcement Directorate, India's main financial investigation agency. The agency, controlled by Modi's government, accused his party and ministers of accepting 1 billion rupees ($12 million) in bribes from liquor contractors nearly two years ago. The arrest triggered days of protests by party activists supported by other opposition parties.




Kejriwal denied the accusations and called them a political conspiracy. His party is part of a broad alliance of opposition parties called INDIA, which was the main challenger to Modi during the election, which concluded earlier this month. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

While the federal agency accused Kejriwal of being a key conspirator in the liquor bribery case, the opposition parties accused the government of misusing federal investigation agencies to harass and weaken its political opponents. They pointed to a series of raids, arrests and corruption investigations of key opposition figures in the months before the national election. 

    


Modi's government denies using law enforcement agencies to target the opposition and says the agencies act independently.
Kejriwal, a former civil servant, launched the Aam Aadmi Party in 2012. He promised to rid the Indian political system and governance of corruption and inefficiency.
The party's symbol -- a broom -- and its promise to sweep the administration of graft struck a chord with New Delhi's residents, fed up with runaway inflation and slow economic growth.
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- Lebanese government officials worked Thursday to maintain friendly relations with Cyprus a day after the militant Hezbollah group threatened to attack the Mediterranean island if it allows Israel to use its territories to attack Lebanon.
Lebanon's state news agency said Foreign Minister Abdallah Bouhabib told his Cypriot counterpart that Beirut relies on the positive role that Cyprus plays in support of stability in the Middle East.
Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah warned Cyprus in a rare threat not to allow Israel's military to use its airports on the island to bomb Lebanon should a full-blown war break out between Israel and the Iran-backed Hezbollah.
Some Lebanese media outlets reported earlier Thursday that the Cypriot embassy was closed but the mission later clarified that they were not accepting visa applications for administrative updates and the embassy will be introducing an appointments-based system as of Monday for visa applications.

    


The Lebanon-Israel border has witnessed almost daily exchanges of fire between Hezbollah and Israel's military that have left more than 400 people dead in Lebanon since Oct. 8. Most of the fatalities have been fighters but they also include more than 80 civilians and non-combatants. On the Israeli side, 16 soldiers and 11 civilians have been killed over the past eight months.




The level of threats between Israel and Hezbollah intensified following last week's killing by Israel of Hezbollah's most senior commander since the fighting began. Hezbollah retaliated by firing hundreds of rockets into northern Israel in retaliation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Cyprus and Lebanon have had close and historic relations for decades and the island became a refuge for thousands of Lebanese who resided on the island during Lebanon's 1975-90 civil war. Many Lebanese citizens moved again to Cyprus following the historic economic meltdown in Lebanon that started in late 2019.

    


In recent years, Cyprus has enjoyed increasingly tight relations with Israel and the island has hosted joint Israeli-Cypriot military exercises, but has not been involved in any military operations.
Nasrallah said his group has information that the Israel's military is conducting maneuvers in Cyprus in mountainous areas similar to those of Lebanon adding that they also use Cypriot airports.
He added that Hezbollah has information that Israel believes that in case an all-out war breaks out, Hezbollah will target its airports and for that reason Israel might use "in its war against Lebanon Cypriot airports and bases."
Nasrallah added that when Cyprus President Nikos Christodoulides visited Lebanon recently, Lebanese officials spoke with him about the matter and he denied there were such plans.
"The Cypriot government should be careful that opening the airports and bases in Cyprus for the Israeli enemy to target Lebanon, means that the Cypriot government has become part of the war," Nasrallah said. "The resistance (Hezbollah) will deal with it (Cyprus) as part of the war."
Cyprus government spokesman Konstantinos Letymbiotis repeated that any suggestion that Cyprus, either through its infrastructure or territory, would be involved in any military operation in Lebanon is "totally groundless."

    


Nasrallah was criticized by some Lebanese politicians who warned that his comments could harm relations with Cyprus and the European Union.
"Cyprus was a refuge and welcomed all Lebanese but Nasrallah is insisting that we have no friend left," legislator Elias Hankash of the Christian Kataeb Party told Al-Arabiya TV. "The threat to Europe leaves Lebanon in complete isolation."
Peter Stano, a spokesman for the European Union's executive arm, said Thursday that any threat against Cyprus is a threat against the bloc's 26 other member nations.
Last year, Cyprus said it had disrupted an alleged Iranian plot to target Israeli businessmen with the arrest of two Iranian asylum-seekers who were in contact with another Iranian associated with the Revolutionary Guard.
____
Hadjicostis reported from Nicosia, Cyprus.
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                    The trial of a woman with dual US-Russian citizenship on charges of treason opened on Thursday in Yekaterinburg, Russia, amid rising tensions between Washington and Moscow.


                
                
    
    

            

        
    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- The trial of a Russian American dual citizen whom Russia accuses of treason opened on Thursday as tensions rise between Washington and Moscow, including over the arrests of two American journalists.
The trial is being held behind closed doors in Yekaterinburg, in the same court that next week is to begin hearing the case of Evan Gershkovich, a Wall Street Journal reporter who was arrested in March 2023 and charged with espionage.
The defendant was identified by Russian authorities as Los Angeles resident Ksenia Karelina, although U.S. media reports frequently use the surname Khavana, the name of her ex-husband.
Karelina was born in Yekaterinburg and was arrested in February while visiting her family.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Treason trial of Russian American woman opens as tensions rise between Washington and Moscow
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on the arrest of a Russian American woman accused of treason in Russia.

    

Russia's main domestic security agency, the Federal Security Service, charges that Karelina raised money for a Ukrainian organization that was providing weapons, ammunition and other supplies to the Ukrainian military. Her boyfriend has said she made a single donation of about $50 to a Ukrainian organization, according to media reports. 

    


Karelina faces a sentence of up to 20 years in prison if convicted. Almost all Russian criminal cases that make it to court end in convictions. The trial was adjourned in the afternoon and the next session was set for Aug. 7, Russian news agencies said.




Gershkovich, the highest-profile American behind bars in Russia, is accused of gathering secret information from a tank factory in Nizhny Tagil, about 150 kilometers (90 miles) north of Yekaterinburg. His employers deny the allegation, and the U.S. State Department has declared him to be wrongfully detained. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Gershkovich's trial, also closed, is to begin next Wednesday.
A journalist for U.S.-funded Radio Liberty/Radio Free Europe with U.S. and Russian dual citizenship has been held since October on charges of gathering military information and failing to register as a foreign agent.

    


Since sending troops into Ukraine in February 2022, Russia has sharply cracked down on dissent and has passed laws that criminalize criticism of the operation in Ukraine and remarks considered to discredit the Russian military. Concern has risen since then that Russia could be targeting U.S. nationals for arrest.
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                                        BUCHAREST, Romania (AP) -- NATO member Romania's top defense body said Thursday that the country will donate a Patriot missile system to neighboring Ukraine to help Kyiv in the war with Russia as Moscow's forces continue to bombard civilian areas and energy infrastructure.
The office of Romanian President Klaus Iohannis, who chaired the Supreme Council of National Defense meeting in Bucharest, said the decision was made in close coordination with allies and is conditional on Romania obtaining a similar or equivalent system. The U.S.-made air defense system to be sent to Ukraine is one of several that Romania possesses.
"The decision was based on an in-depth technical evaluation of the Romanian authorities, all measures being taken to eliminate the risk of creating possible vulnerabilities for Romania," Iohannis' office said. "At the same time, they will continue discussions with allies so that our country's air defense is further strengthened."

    


The U.S. has donated a Patriot system to Ukraine, and earlier this month approved sending another. Other allies, including Germany, also have provided air defense systems. U.S. officials have routinely pressed for allies to provide air defense systems to Kyiv, but some Eastern European nations have been reluctant to give up the high-tech systems. 




Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has repeatedly urged Western allies to boost his country's air defenses in the face of sustained Russian attacks on Ukraine's power grid, which in recent weeks forced energy companies to institute nationwide rolling blackouts.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Romania's position is and will continue to be unequivocal in its multidimensional support of Ukraine, alongside the international community, in its legitimate right to self-defense against Russia's illegal and unprovoked aggression," Iohannis' office said.
After Russia launched a full-scale invasion of Ukraine on Feb. 24, 2022, NATO increased its presence on Europe's eastern flank by sending additional multinational battlegroups to alliance members Romania, Hungary, Bulgaria, and Slovakia.

    


Since then, Romania has played an increasingly prominent role in the alliance throughout the war, including opening an international training hub in southeast of the country for F-16 jet pilots from allied countries and other partners, including Ukraine.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the war at https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine
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                                        COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) -- A Swedish judge on Thursday acquitted a former Syrian army general of indiscriminate attacks on civilians in his home country more than a decade ago, saying prosecutors failed to provide evidence of his involvement in the war crimes.
Brig. Gen. Mohammed Hamo, who now lives in Sweden, was charged in February with aiding and abetting crimes against international law. Prosecutors said that as head of the Ordnance Department of the Syrian Army's 11th Division, he was responsible for providing the weapons that were used to commit war crimes in 2012.
The prosecutor alleged that Hamo, described by Swedish news agency TT as the highest-ranking officer to stand trial in a European court for such crimes in Syria, had participated in the division's indiscriminate attacks on military and civilian targets in the Syrian cities of Homs and Hama. 

    


The Stockholm District Court said it was clear that the Syrian army's warfare included "indiscriminate attacks" that violated international law. But Judge Katarina Fabian said prosecutors did not produce sufficient evidence to convict Hamo.




During the trial, the prosecution chiefly relied on video clips, photographs and testimonies to paint a broad picture of the period showing shelling and fighting between Syrian Army and armed groups. The videos included documentaries by the British Broadcasting Corporation to depict the situation in the region around Homs in 2011 and 2012. None of the material implicated directly Hamo.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Little is known about the 65-year-old Hamo. In June 2012, he was transferred to northern Syria, and the following month he decided to leave the army and fled to Turkey. There, he joined a group that was fighting against the Syrian regime.
He traveled to Sweden in 2015, where he sought asylum. He was granted asylum, but Sweden's Migration Board informed the authorities that Hamo was previously "a senior officer within the framework of an army that was systematically considered to have committed violations of human rights," the court said.

    


Hamo was living in central Sweden when he was arrested on December 7, 2021. A court at the time released him two days later, saying there wasn't enough evidence to keep him incarcerated. He has since been free.
The unrest in Syria between Assad's regime and opposition groups began in March 2011, and later exploded into a civil war that has killed nearly half a million people and displaced half the country's pre-war population of 23 million.
Chief prosecutor Karolina Wieslander said there was no decision yet on whether to appeal the ruling. 
She it had been "a tough case to investigate" because the country was still at war, making it "hard to gather evidence." She said it was a positive sign that the court ruled that "what the Syrian government did was war crimes."
A lawyer for the eight plaintiffs who backed the case against Hamo told Swedish broadcaster SVT that they need to read the verdict before deciding whether to appeal. 
The plaintiffs included a man whose brother was killed in attacks on Homs, as well as a British and a French journalist -- Edith Bouvier and Paul Conroy -- who were injured in an attack on a media center in Baba Amr in February 2012. Veteran war correspondent Marie Colvin was killed in the same attack.

    


Aida Samani of the Stockholm-based Civil Rights Defenders, a politically independent human rights organization which had been present during the trial but was not a part of it, said the news was disappointing for the victims and the thousands of others affected by the attacks.
She added that it was believed the first time that a court of law recognized the attacks in the said period as war crimes.
Hamo maintained his innocence throughout the trial at the Stockholm District Court, which took place from April 15 to May 21.
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                                        LE PECQ, France (AP) -- Thrust into an early election sprung by his boss, France's prime minister hopes to emerge from the campaign not only still holding the job that President Emmanuel Macron gave him less than six months ago but also as more of his own person.
The 35-year-old Gabriel Attal became France's youngest-ever prime minister when Macron appointed him in January. 
But he now risks being dethroned by the even younger 28-year-old Jordan Bardella. The president of the far-right National Rally hopes the legislative election will mark a watershed in his party's gradual but unrelenting decades-long climb from the fringes of French politics to now being on the threshold of power.
For Attal, the crisis represented by the possibility that France could elect its first far-right government since its Nazi occupation in World War II could also be something of an opportunity. 

    


If Attal can confound pollsters' expectations and somehow pull off a majority for Macron's centrist bloc in the June 30 and July 7 two-round election, not only will he earn brownie points from the French president, but he'll also be in a stronger position to argue that he has the country's ear and support.




"Of course there will be a before and an after," Attal said Thursday. "On Jan. 9th, the president nominated me. On June 30th, I'd like the French to choose me." 

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


An arresting black-and-white photo taken by Macron's official photographer on June 9 -- the day that the president shocked France and many of his associates by dissolving parliament's lower house, the National Assembly -- fed an impression that Attal was less than happy with the president's decision to send voters back to the polls after a battering by the far right in the European Parliament election. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The photo showed a sour-looking Attal sitting opposite Macron in a meeting that fateful evening, his mouth turned down and his arms crossed.

    


But he is being nothing but a good soldier for Macron in the ensuing campaign, which is already redrawing the political landscape in France even before ballots are cast. Squeezed on both sides by Bardella's National Rally and, on the left, by a new coalition of parties that hastily banded together against the far-right's surge, Attal is working day and night to shore up the middle ground of French politics where Macron's salvation lies.
It was there that Macron first found the votes to become president in 2017, shattering France's traditional left-right political divide, and again for his reelection in 2022. But Macron's dissolution gamble has galvanized his previously divided opponents, particularly on the left, where a broad spectrum of far- to center-left parties have papered over their differences and united behind a shared platform. 
The redrawn map of three main blocs -- far-right, middle and left to far-left -- make the election outcome uncertain, which is spooking markets and investors. But it also allows Macron's candidates -- championed by Attal -- to hope that they may yet still cling to their seats despite the president's deep unpopularity with many voters, particularly those on the far right and left. 

    


Attal himself is seeking reelection in the Hauts-de-Seine suburbs of western Paris, where he was born on March 16, 1989. But he is spending much of his time on the airwaves defending Macron's record and bashing his opponents, and out on the road, lending his star power -- Attal has 337,000 Instagram followers and another quarter-million on X -- to other candidates in the Macron camp.
At his news conference on Thursday morning before zooming off for campaign stops in Normandy and the Loire region, Attal again hammered what has become a central argument in the Macron camp's campaign: That spending pledges and other promises from the far right and the left-wing coalition to help voters struggling to make ends meet would endanger jobs, drain family incomes and add to France's debts, already criticized by European Union watchdogs. 
Attal urged voters to choose carefully, seeking to steer them away from what he and Macron describe as the right and left extremes and to put their opinions of Macron -- whose term lasts to 2027 -- to one side. 
"Perhaps never will a vote be so consequential," the prime minister said. "This election is to choose your government, to choose your prime minister."
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- Romania's president has withdrawn from the race to become NATO's next secretary general, leaving outgoing Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte all but certain to head the world's biggest military organization from October.
The office of President Klaus Iohannis said in a statement that Romania's security council has backed Rutte's bid. It also said that Iohannis had informed NATO late last week that he intended to pull out.
His withdrawal removes the last real hurdle Rutte might face. It should allow NATO to put on a show of unity and demonstrate solidarity with war-ravaged Ukraine when U.S. President Joe Biden and his counterparts meet in Washington on July 9-11 to mark NATO's 75th birthday.
Rutte's appointment could be sealed by a meeting of NATO ambassadors in coming days, or by the leaders when they meet in Washington. He would officially start work on Oct. 1.

    


NATO secretaries-general are responsible for chairing meetings and guiding sometimes delicate consultations among the 32 member countries to ensure that an organization that operates on consensus can continue to function.




On Tuesday, Hungary lifted its veto on Rutte's candidacy after the long-serving Dutch prime minister gave written guarantees that he would not force Budapest to take part in the military alliance's new plans to provide support to Ukraine should he be appointed.
NATO makes all of its decisions by consensus, giving any of the 32 member countries an effective veto, including on whether they should take part in any joint effort or operation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Turkey had also voiced opposition to Rutte's bid but lifted its objections in April.
Rutte has for months been the preferred candidate of the majority of NATO allies, including big members like the United States and Germany.
In office for a decade, outgoing Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg has been a steady hand at NATO's helm and has proved difficult to replace.

    


Biden and the NATO leaders had been due to name a successor when they met in Lithuania in July 2023, but no consensus could be found about a replacement.
At the White House on Monday, Biden joked that he would like the former Norwegian prime minister to stay longer, even though Stoltenberg has made it clear he will leave office this time after several extensions to his mandate.
"I mean it sincerely, you've been great. I just wish you'd extend your term another 10 years," Biden said.
Iohannis is nearing the end of his second five-year term as Romania's president and announced his intention to run in March.
Romania, a NATO member since 2004, borders Ukraine and played an increasingly prominent role in the alliance throughout Russia's full-scale invasion, including hosting a NATO meeting of foreign ministers in November 2022.
___
AP video journalist Nicolae Dumitrache in Bucharest, Romania, contributed to this report.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- One of the defendants in the Vatican's big financial trial has filed a formal complaint with the United Nations, alleging that Pope Francis violated his human rights by authorizing wide-ranging surveillance during the investigation. 
A lawyer for Raffaele Mincione, a London-based financier, submitted a complaint last week to the U.N. Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights via a special procedure that allows individuals or groups to provide the U.N. with information about alleged rights violations in countries or institutions.
The Vatican on Thursday rejected the claim, saying the investigation followed all relevant laws and international agreements and that no surveillance was ordered for Mincione.
The filing marks the latest and highest-profile complaint about the Vatican trial, highlighting the peculiarity of the Vatican's criminal justice system and its seeming incompatibility with European and democratic norms. The Vatican is an absolute monarchy where the pope wields supreme legislative, executive and judicial power.

    


The trial, which opened in 2021 and ended in December, focused on the Holy See's money-losing 350 million euro investment in a London property but also included other tangents. Vatican prosecutors alleged brokers and Vatican officials fleeced the Holy See of tens of millions of euros in fees and commissions, and then extorted the Holy See for 15 million euros ($16.5 million) to cede control of the property.




The trial ended in December with convictions for nine of the 10 defendants, including Mincione and a once-powerful cardinal, Angelo Becciu. The court's motivations for the sentence still haven't been published, but both Vatican prosecutors and the nine convicted defendants have announced appeals.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mincione's complaint to the U.N. focused on the role of the pope during the investigation, an area that was flagged as problematic by defense lawyers during the trial and external experts in its aftermath.

    


The complaint cited four secret executive decrees Francis signed in 2019 and 2020 that gave Vatican prosecutors wide-ranging powers to investigate, including via unchecked wiretapping and to deviate from existing laws. The decrees only came to light right before trial, were never officially published, provided no rationale or timeframe for the surveillance, or oversight of the wiretapping by an independent judge.
The chief prosecutor argued Francis' decrees provided unspecified "guarantees" for the suspects, and the judges rejected the defense motions at the time that claimed they violated the fundamental right to a fair trial. In a somewhat convoluted decision, the judges ruled that no violation of the principle of legality had occurred since Francis had made the laws.
In a statement responding to media inquiries about the U.N. filing, the Vatican prosecutors' office said Mincione and others had been convicted of serious crimes in a trial "where due process was fully observed and where he abundantly exercised his right to be heard."

    


The prosecutor said the investigation respected all laws and international agreements and didn't actually involve ordering the use of intercepts of Mincione's phone or electronic communications.
Mincione's complaint also alleged the tribunal is not independent or impartial, a claim the Vatican has rejected previously. Francis can hire and fire judges and prosecutors, and recently decided such things such as their compensation, pension and term limits.
It is not clear what, if anything, the U.N. will do with the complaint. The Geneva-based office fields special rapporteurs, or experts, to monitor specific areas of human rights, including the judiciary and independence of judges and lawyers.
Previous complaints to the U.N. human rights office about the Vatican or Catholic Church, in the areas of child sexual abuse and LGBTQ+ discrimination, resulted in letters from the U.N. special rapporteur to the Vatican's U.N. ambassador in Geneva listing problems and requesting responses and changes.

    


Mincione has also tried to engage the Council of Europe on the matter, given the Holy See is subject to periodic review as part of the COE's Moneyval process to guard against money laundering. In January, a British representative asked if the COE would look into the Vatican's human rights situation given the trial outcome.
The plenary assembly chairman dodged the question.
In ongoing litigation, Mincione has also sued the Vatican secretariat of state in a British court over the reputational harm he says he suffered as a result of the Vatican trial.
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                                        RICHMOND, Va. (AP) -- Conservative U.S. Rep. Bob Good, R-Va., is asking for "patience from the people of the 5th District over the coming weeks" as he hopes the final ballot count from Tuesday's primary will allow him to fend off a challenger endorsed by former president Donald Trump.
Good, who chairs the hard-right House Freedom Caucus, currently trails state Sen. John McGuire by a little over 300 votes as elections officials finalize their vote counts and mail-in ballots continue to trickle in.
The Associated Press has not yet called the race for either candidate.
If Good loses, he would be the first House incumbent to lose a primary challenge this year, with the exception of one race in which two incumbents faced off due to redistricting. 
As one of the most conservative congressmen in the country, Good might be impervious to a primary challenge under normal circumstances. But he earned Trump's wrath when he endorsed Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis for president. He switched back to Trump after DeSantis dropped out, but Trump endorsed McGuire and called Good a backstabber.

    


McGuire's lead of roughly 300 votes translates to a margin of about half a percentage point out of more than 62,000 ballots cast. Once the results are certified, Virginia law allows for a recount if the margin of victory is less than a percentage point. If it's within half a percentage point, the recount can be conducted at the state's expense.




In a social media post Wednesday, Good said the race remains too close to call.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


"Provisional ballots and mail-in ballots are also still to be counted. We are asking for full transparency from the officials involved," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Both Good and McGuire are among Republicans who have raised concerns about election integrity in the wake of Trump's false claims of voter fraud in his 2020 reelection defeat. Good was among more than 100 GOP House members who voted in January 2021 to object to the Electoral College count from states that Trump disputed.
In a pre-election telephone rally with Trump on Monday, McGuire urged supporters to deliver him a margin of victory "too big to rig."
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The first Black woman elected to the U.S. Senate, Carol Moseley Braun, will have a memoir out next year. 
Hanover Square Press, a HarperCollins Publishers imprint, announced Thursday that Moseley Braun's "Trailblazer: Perseverance in Life and Politics" is scheduled for Jan. 21. According to the publisher, Moseley Braun will look back on her career in public service, from her rise in Illinois politics, to her years in the Senate in the 1990s to being the first Black woman appointed U.S. ambassador to New Zealand, a position she held from 1999-2001. 
Moseley Braun will also touch upon her friendships with everyone from Gloria Steinem and Maya Angelou to Hillary Clinton and President Joe Biden, who in 2023 nominated her for chair of the board of directors of the United States African Development Foundation, a position she formally began this spring.
"My life has been filled with serendipity, adventure, and adversity," Moseley Braun, 76, said in a statement. "Every experience has been anchored by my strong faith in God."
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- European Union ambassadors have reached agreement on a "powerful and substantial" new series of sanctions that are part of its ongoing response to Russia's invasion of Ukraine, the bloc's Belgian presidency said Thursday.
"This package provides new targeted measures and maximizes the impact of existing sanctions by closing loopholes," the presidency posted on the social media platform X. Full details are likely to be released early next week if EU foreign ministers endorse the measures as expected on Monday.
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, whose team drafted the sanctions, posted that the package will "deny Russia access to key technologies. It will strip Russia of further energy revenues. And tackle Putin's shadow fleet and shadow banking network abroad."
The measures will notably target imports of Russian liquid natural gas and make it harder to move around. The EU estimates that about 4 billion-6 billion cubic meters (141 billion-212 billion cubic feet) of Russian LNG was shipped on to third countries via EU ports last year.

    


More than 100 more officials and "entities" are set to be targeted with asset freezes and travel bans. Russian President Vladimir Putin and Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov as well as scores of lawmakers and several oligarchs are among more than 1,700 people already listed.
The more than 400 entities currently hit include companies working in the military, aviation, shipbuilding and machine sectors, the Wagner mercenary group, political parties and banks. Around 210 billion euros ($225 billion) worth of Russian Central Bank assets are blocked in the EU.
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- A new mutual-defense pact signed by Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un commits each country to come to the other's aid if attacked. 
Just what the threshold for such assistance would be is currently unclear -- maybe deliberately so, to deter other countries from putting it to the test. Putin initially told Russian media that the partnership provides for "mutual assistance in the event of aggression against one of the parties," while North Korea's state-run Korean Central News Agency later reported that the pact's Article 4 called for assistance "in the event that either of the parties is invaded and pushed into a state of war."
If the pact is triggered, the countries' obligations are also vague, with KCNA reporting that if one is attacked the other must deploy "all means at its disposal without delay" to provide "military and other assistance."

    


Experts note that the language is almost identical to that of a previous mutual defense pact from 1961 between the Soviet Union and North Korea, which was never put to the test. 
Such pacts are not uncommon and are rarely invoked, while often being touted as a means of deterring aggression, though the agreement between the two unpredictable and autocratic leaders of nuclear nations immediately raised concerns globally.




The United States has many similar treaty obligations with other Asian nations, not to mention through NATO's Article 5 provision, which says that an attack on a member of the alliance is to be considered an attack against all of its members. The only time NATO's Article 5 has been invoked has been to come to the defense of the U.S. after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Russia also has mutual defense pacts with several post-Soviet states through its Collective Security Treaty Organization alliance, including Belarus and Kazakhstan. 

    


These are some other significant agreements in the region:
China-North Korea

China has only one mutual defense agreement, and it's also with North Korea, formally known as the Democratic People's Republic of Korea.
The pact was signed in 1961, eight years after the Korean War, which started after North Korea, supported by China and the Soviet Union, invaded South Korea, supported by a United Nations effort led by the United States.
Under the agreement, the two countries agreed that if one were attacked, the other would "immediately provide military and other assistance to the best of its ability."
Marking the 62nd anniversary of the pact last year, China's People's Daily reported that "no matter how the international and regional situation changes, China and the DPRK have always trusted and supported each other in accordance with the spirit of the treaty."
Since it was signed, however, there have been many incidents of violence between North and South Korea, but the agreement has never been invoked. 
When North Korea fired artillery at a South Korean island in 2010, killing two marines and two civilians, South Korea returned fire and caused an unknown number of North Korean casualties. China reportedly warned North Korea at the time that it was not obligated to come to its aid if it instigated the aggression.

    


United States-Philippines
The U.S. has collective defense agreements with six countries in the Asia-Pacific region: South Korea, Japan, Australia, New Zealand, Thailand and the Philippines. 
Recently it's been the 1951 treaty with the Philippines that has been in focus, as China pursues sweeping claims in the South China Sea ever more aggressively, leading to physical confrontations with Philippine ships. 
Three weeks ago, Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. told a defense forum in Singapore that if one of his citizens were killed by China, it would be "very, very close to what we define as an act of war," giving rise to new fears that the tensions could spark a broader conflict between the U.S. and China. 
Just this week, after at least eight Filipinos were injured in a scuffle as China's coast guard tried to prevent them from delivering fresh supplies to a territorial outpost, the U.S. renewed its warning to Beijing that it was obligated to defend the Philippines. 

    


U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell told his Philippine counterpart that Washington's treaty obligation "extends to armed attacks on Philippine armed forces, public vessels, or aircraft -- including those of its coast guard -- anywhere in the South China Sea," according to the State Department.
In addition to its NATO obligations, the U.S. also has mutual defense agreements with multiple Central, South American and Caribbean nations under the 1947 Rio Treaty. 
United States-Taiwan?
The U.S. does not have a mutual defense pact with Taiwan and adheres to a so-called One China policy, in which it recognizes only Beijing as the government of China but allows informal relations and defense ties with Taiwan.

    


China maintains that self-governing Taiwan is a part of its territory and has not ruled out taking the island by force if necessary.
The U.S. has left it intentionally vague how it would respond if Taiwan were to be invaded by China, pursuing a policy known as "strategic ambiguity."
At the same time, U.S. President Joe Biden has said on several occasions that the U.S. would respond militarily if China invaded Taiwan.
U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin said earlier this month, however, that war with China was neither imminent nor unavoidable, stressing the need for continued dialogue.
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                                        KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) -- Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim on Thursday rejected the notion that China's dominance is to be feared, calling China a "true friend" at the end of Premier Li Qiang's visit to mark 50 years of diplomatic ties between their countries.
While the leaders raised some contentious bilateral issues, Anwar said they discussed them as "equal partners, as trusted friends." He didn't give details but was likely referring to the prickly issue of overlapping territorial claims in the South China Sea.
"People say, well, Malaysia is a growing economy. Don't let China abuse its privilege and extort from the country. I said no. To the contrary, we want to benefit from one another, we want to learn from one another and we want to profit from this engagement," Anwar told some 200 business leaders at a luncheon attended by Li.

    


His words will be welcomed by China's leadership, which finds itself increasingly at odds with countries from the Philippines to Japan as it grows as a regional power in Asia. During his visit, Li held up what he called the "friendship" between China and Malaysia as a positive example for country-to-country relations in the region.




Anwar said he rebuked the "incessant propaganda that we should cast aspersions and fear the dominance of China economically, militarily, technologically."
"We do not. We in Malaysia, having a neutral stance, have the resolve to work with all countries and with China," he said. "We see Premier Li Qiang as a friend that would work together with us."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Li, who is China's No. 2 leader after President Xi Jinping, was the first Chinese premier to visit Malaysia since 2015. He flew in for a three-day visit on Tuesday on the last leg of a regional tour. Li was also the first Chinese premier to visit New Zealand and then Australia in seven years.
The two leaders on Wednesday agreed that China and other claimant countries in Southeast Asia should tackle the South China Sea dispute "independently and properly" through dialogue and cooperation, and via bilateral settlement.

    


No details were given but the statement came amid concerns the dispute could escalate tensions between the U.S. and China. The U.S. renewed a warning Tuesday that it is obligated to defend treaty ally Philippines, after Chinese forces seized two Philippine boats delivering food and supplies to a military outpost in a disputed shoal and injured several Filipino navy personnel.
Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines and Taiwan all dispute Beijing's claims to almost the entire South China Sea. Malaysia's government prefers diplomatic channels and rarely criticizes Beijing publicly, even though Chinese coast guard ships have sailed near Malaysia's waters. This is partly to protect economic ties as China has been Malaysia's top trading partner since 2009. Bilateral trade surged to $98.8 billion last year, accounting for 17% of Malaysia's global trade.
At the luncheon, Li urged businesses to expand cooperation in emerging fields such as green development, digital economy and artificial intelligence.

    


"The journey of China and Malaysia over the past 50 years... is like an expedition where two people have joined hands and waded through mountains and rivers, and won a milestone full of achievements. It also marks the official beginning of the next journey full of hope," Li said. 
Li was given a red carpet ceremonial send-off and an honor guard as he departed for home later Thursday.
The two countries renewed a five-year trade and economic cooperation pact on Wednesday and inked a rash of pacts to cooperate in various sectors.
The Trade Ministry said 11 more memorandums were signed between Malaysian and Chinese entities on Thursday that could bring in potential investment of 13.2 billion ringgit ($2.8 billion). These included proposed collaborations in high value-added sector such as oil and gas, energy, education, agriculture, automotive and utility services, it said in a statement.
A joint statement by the two governments Thursday said China will extend visa-free travel for Malaysian tourists until end-2025, while Malaysia will reciprocate with a longer period until end-2026. 
It said the two countries will also jointly nominate the lion dance, a cultural dance performed during Lunar New Year and festivals, to be on the UNESCO intangible cultural heritage. About a quarter of Malaysia's 33 million people are ethnic Chinese.
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                                        PODGORICA, Montenegro (AP) -- An explosion in central Montenegro's historical capital, Cetnje, on Thursday killed two people and seriously injured three others, police said. 
Police sealed off the area around the Cetinje town's sports hall. They launched an investigation to find the type and cause of the explosion.
The state RTCG television said it was a bomb, and suggested the blast was linked to the Balkan nation's criminal gangs involved in drug smuggling. The report said, "some of the victims recently got out of prison."
Montenegro is a small Adriatic Sea nation of about 620,000 people. It is a NATO member state and a candidate for European Union membership. The country has been told it must tackle rampant organized crime and corruption to join the EU.
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    [image: Magda Chambriard, the new president of the state-run oil company Petrobras, attends her inauguration ceremony in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Bruna Prado)]
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                                        RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) -- The head of Brazil's state-run oil giant Petrobras, Magda Chambriard, was sworn in Wednesday amid market concerns of increased government intervention in the company.
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva -- who nominated Chambriard -- attended the ceremony at a Petrobras research center in Rio de Janeiro, along with Finance Minister Fernando Haddad and Mines and Energy Minister Alexandre Silveira.
Chambriard's predecessor, Jean Paul Prates, stepped down last month following months of tensions with the federal government. The market viewed Prates as putting the interests of shareholders above those of the nation, and is skeptical Chambriard -- who headed oil and gas regulator ANP between 2012 and 2016 -- will have the same approach.
"Our management, as expected, is fully aligned with President Lula's and the federal government's vision for the country," Chambriard said during the ceremony. "After all, they are our majority shareholders."

    


Fears of government interventionism in Petrobras date to the sprawling "Car Wash" investigation that began a decade ago. The yearslong investigation discovered billions of dollars in kickbacks related to construction contracts that Petrobras awarded. Investigators found illicit funds filled party coffers and lined politicians' pockets, at a time when Lula's Workers' Party was in power.




Lula himself was jailed for almost 600 days as a result, although his conviction was later annulled. During the ceremony on Wednesday, Lula slammed the investigation's legacy.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"With the false argument of fighting corruption, Operation Car Wash was actually aimed at dismantling and privatizing Petrobras," he said. "If the objective was to combat corruption, the corrupt should be punished and our people's assets left intact. But that's not what was done; what was done was an attempt to destroy the company's image."

    


The Intercept Brasil revealed collusion between prosecutors and Car Wash's crusading judge, Sergio Moro, who later joined former far-right President Jair Bolsonaro's Cabinet. That tainted the investigation's credibility and fueled Lula allies' accusations that it was politically motivated.
After beating Bolsonaro in the 2022 presidential election, Lula returned to power for a third, non-consecutive term. Car Wash's prosecutions of scores of politicians and executives -- celebrated at the time as great achievements in attacking longstanding impunity -- have been further dismantled since last year. The Supreme Court has suspended fines stemming from leniency agreements, annulled convictions and closed investigations.
Such developments have contributed to worry that the scope or tolerance for graft may return. But Rafael Schiozer, a finance professor at the Getulio Vargas Foundation, a university and think tank, said such concern about Petrobras is unwarranted.
"The company's governance has improved a lot. Managers today are aware of the responsibilities they have, and corruption is obviously punished," he said.
Brazil's government has a controlling stake in Petrobras and some Brazilian politicians see the company as a means to leverage national development. That represents a clash of interests with minority shareholders who want the company to focus on maximizing profits.

    


At the event on Wednesday, Lula said he wants the company to be profitable -- and that profits are a boon for investments and public spending across Brazil. 
Earlier this year, Petrobras decided to not pay extraordinary dividends to shareholders, prompting company shares to plunge. Lula defended the move and called the market a "voracious dinosaur", while Brazilian media reported Prates had been opposed.
Prates' departure in the aftermath caused the company's shares to fall a further 9% on the day of the announcement, before paring losses.
"Prates clearly had a philosophy of creating value for shareholders as the company's primary objective," said Schiozer, adding that Chambriard appears to give greater weight to the company's political role.

    


"That could be a problem if this involves investing in inefficient and/or unprofitable projects. We're not sure this will occur, but that's what happened under previous administrations," he added.
Offshore Amazon Exploration
Like Prates, Chambriard has defended oil and gas exploration in a region known as the Equatorial Margin, an environmentally sensitive region near the mouth of the Amazon River.
She argues that Petrobras must open the frontier to replace dwindling reserves in the lucrative oil fields located off the country's southeastern coast. Lula is also in favor.
Ibama, the country's environmental watchdog, has so far denied Petrobras a license to drill an exploratory well in the Equatorial Margin, citing a lack of knowledge about the region's rich biodiversity.
The push to boost oil output is at odds with efforts to limit climate change, caused by the burning of fossil fuels. Lula has sought to cast himself as a climate leader while also supporting greater domestic production. 

    


"Is it contradictory? Yes," Lula said in an interview with radio station CBN on Tuesday. "We're betting big on the energy transition. Now, until the energy transition resolves our problem, Brazil needs to keep making money with this oil."
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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    [image: In this photo released by the United Nations, Stephanie Koury, on screen, Deputy Special Representative for Political Affairs for Libya, briefs the Security Council on the situation in Libya, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, at U.N. headquarters. Koury said Libyans from rival regions and all walks of life are fed up with the country's divisions and want political players to end their years-long impasse and agree to hold national elections, a key step to peace in the oil-rich north African country. (Manuel Elias/United Nations Photo via AP)]
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Libyans from rival regions and all walks of life are fed up with the country's divisions and want political players to end their years-long impasse and agree to hold national elections, a key step to peace in the oil-rich north African country, the U.N. deputy representative said Wednesday.
Stephanie Koury told the U.N. Security Council that she has been meeting political leaders, civil society representatives, academics, women's groups, military leaders and others in the country's rival east and west to listen to their views. She said there is consensus that the current "status quo is not sustainable" - and the political process needs to advance toward elections.
Libya plunged into chaos after a NATO-backed uprising toppled and killed longtime dictator Moammar Gadhafi in 2011. In the chaos that followed, the country split, with rival administrations in the east and west backed by rogue militias and foreign governments.

    


The country's current political crisis stems from the failure to hold elections on Dec. 24, 2021, and the refusal of Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah -- who led a transitional government in the capital of Tripoli -- to step down. In response, Libya's east-based parliament appointed a rival prime minister who was suspended. The east is now governed by Prime Minister Ossama Hammad while the powerful military commander Khalifa Hifter continues to hold sway.




Koury, the top U.N. official in Libya since the resignation of special representative Abdoulaye Bathily in April, said many Libyans she spoke to signaled the importance of a "pact" or agreement that would affirm, among other things, the rival parties' respect for the outcome of elections. They also expressed deep concern at the country's divisions and parallel governments, and provided ideas on a roadmap to elections, she said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"While institutional and political divisions keep deepening, ordinary Libyans long for peace, stability, prosperity and reconciliation," Koury said. "Resolute and united action to advance a political process is needed by Libyans with the support of the international community."

    


In February, Bathily warned the country's feuding political actors that if they didn't urgently form a unified government and move toward elections Libya will slide into "disintegration."
The three African nations on the council - Sierra Leone, Algeria and Mozambique joined by Guyana - said in a joint statement Wednesday that "the Security Council must remain committed to an inclusive Libyan-led and Libyan-owned political process facilitated by the United Nations ... for the holding of national elections."
The four countries called on the rival political players "to move from the entrenched institutional and political positions, resolve their differences, build consensus and facilitate the holding of national election."
U.S. deputy Ambassador Robert Wood said the United States also continues to firmly support the U.N. political mission's efforts "to bring Libya closer to unlocking a viable process toward long-overdue elections."

    


"Progress toward greater military integration remains key to reaffirming Libyan sovereignty and preventing Libya from becoming enmeshed in regional turmoil," he said.
Turning to Russia's actions in Libya, Wood told the council the United States recently sanctioned "Russian state-owned enterprise Goznak for producing counterfeit currency globally and printing more than $1 billion worth of counterfeit Libyan currency, which exacerbated Libya's economic challenges."
Libya is under a U.N. arms embargo, and Wood said the United States also notes "with particular concern the recent reports of Russian Federation naval vessels unloading military hardware in Libya."
Libya's U.N. Ambassador Taher El-Sonni, who represents the internationally recognized government in the west, stressed that national reconciliation is the only way to rebuild social cohesion and trust between the rivals, unite the country and pave the way for elections.
"We are tired and fed up from the stalemate and the vicious cycle that we have been going through for decades now," he said. "We are tired and fed up from being lectured on what to do and what not to do," and from the Security Council's inaction.

    


"We are tired and fed up to use Libya as a proxy for certain countries and regional powers for selfish greedy battles, some of which have colonial ambitions," El-Sonni said.
He called on the Security Council "to leave Libya alone" and let the people decide their own future and "take their destiny in their own hands."
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                                        RALEIGH. N.C. (AP) -- North Carolina law enforcement officials are investigating the potential improper use of state vehicles by North Carolina State Treasurer Dale Folwell, according to a local prosecutor and records.
State investigators launched a probe in March after a spot check conducted by the Department of Administration's Motor Fleet Management division of some 2022 trips, WRAL-TV reported Wednesday.
At least three state vehicles operated by Folwell traveled to medical offices, a country club, fast-food offices, the Biltmore Estate in Asheville and Republican Party offices, the station reported, citing a search warrant application filed last week in Wake County.
Wake County District Attorney Lorrin Freeman said she asked the State Bureau of Investigation to probe Folwell's use of state vehicles.
"As with all cases involving public officials, it is important that the public be able to trust that these sorts of matters are appropriately scrutinized," Freeman said in a written statement. "We are at the beginning of what is a standard review."

    


Folwell, a Republican who has served as treasurer since 2017, has not been charged with any crimes. State vehicles are only supposed to be used for state business or approved commuting.




Folwell told WRAL-TV that he hadn't seen search warrants, but that he believed he was compliant with state guidelines and that the trips would be considered approved use of a state vehicle. "But I'm not perfect," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In a separate statement released Wednesday night, Folwell said "we have provided pages of documentation throughout the course of this review. We look forward to continuing to cooperate" with Motor Fleet Management "to satisfactorily resolve this issue."
Folwell is not seeking reelection this fall. He ran unsuccessfully for the GOP nomination for governor earlier this year.
The investigation comes months after the resignation of State Auditor Beth Wood following a similar review that led her to plead guilty in Wake County court to two misdemeanors for misusing a state-issued vehicle for personal activities.

    


Wood a Democrat, received unsupervised probation and paid restitution as part of her plea agreement last December. The investigation started after she crashed a state-owned car into a parked vehicle after a holiday party in December 2022. 
Folwell, a certified public accountant, previously served in government as a local school board member, state House member and head of then-Gov. Pat McCrory's unemployment benefits agency.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/north-carolina-state-treasurer-vehicles-probe-25571d7ee4c41151f5c25be9dfd97a03



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Philippines demands China return rifles and pay for boat damage after hostilities in disputed sea | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Philippines demands China return rifles and pay for boat damage after hostilities in disputed sea

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The Philippine military chief demanded Wednesday that China return rifles and other equipment seized by the Chinese coast guard in a disputed shoal and pay for damage in an assault he likened to an act of piracy in the South China Sea.
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    [image: In this handout photo provided by Armed Forces of the Philippines, Chinese Coast Guard hold knives and machetes as they approach Philippine troops on a resupply mission in the Second Thomas Shoal at the disputed South China Sea on June 17, 2024. The Philippine military chief demanded Wednesday that China return several rifles and equipment seized by the Chinese coast guard in a disputed shoal and pay for damage in an assault he likened to an act of piracy in the South China Sea. (Armed Forces of the Philippines via AP)]
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[image: This handout photo provided by Armed Forces of the Philippines shows the windshield, communications and navigational equipment on a Philippine Navy Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat allegedly destroyed by the Chinese Coast Guard to prevent Philippine troops on a resupply mission in the Second Thomas Shoal at the disputed South China Sea on June 17, 2024. The Philippine military chief demanded Wednesday that China return several rifles and equipment seized by the Chinese coast guard in a disputed shoal and pay for damage in an assault he likened to an act of piracy in the South China Sea. (Armed Forces of the Philippines via AP)]
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[image: In this handout photo provided by Armed Forces of the Philippines, Chinese Coast Guards hold an axe as they approach Philippine troops on a resupply mission in the Second Thomas Shoal at the disputed South China Sea on June 17, 2024. The Philippine military chief demanded Wednesday that China return several rifles and equipment seized by the Chinese coast guard in a disputed shoal and pay for damage in an assault he likened to an act of piracy in the South China Sea. (Armed Forces of the Philippines via AP)]
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[image: This handout photo provided by Armed Forces of the Philippines shows communications and navigational equipment on a Philippine Navy Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat, allegedly destroyed by the Chinese Coast Guard to prevent Philippine troops on a resupply mission in the Second Thomas Shoal, at the disputed South China Sea on June 17, 2024. The Philippine military chief demanded Wednesday that China return several rifles and equipment seized by the Chinese coast guard in a disputed shoal and pay for damage in an assault he likened to an act of piracy in the South China Sea. (Armed Forces of the Philippines via AP)]
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[image: FILE - In this handout photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, a Chinese coast guard ship uses water canons on a Philippine Coast Guard ship near the Philippine-occupied Second Thomas Shoal, South China Sea as they blocked it's path during a re-supply mission on Aug. 5, 2023. The Philippine military chief demanded Wednesday that China returns several rifles and equipment seized by the Chinese coast guard in a disputed shoal and pay for damage it caused to two navy rubber boats in an assault he likened to an act of piracy in the South China Sea.. (Philippine Coast Guard via AP)]
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[image: FILE - A dilapidated but still active Philippine Navy ship BRP Sierra Madre sits at the Second Thomas Shoal, locally known as Ayungin Shoal, at the disputed South China Sea on Aug. 22, 2023. The United States renewed a warning Tuesday, June 18, 2024 that it's obligated to defend its close treaty ally a day after Filipino navy personnel were injured and their supply boats damaged in one of the most serious confrontations between the Philippines and China in a disputed shoal in the South China Sea, officials said. (AP Photo/Aaron Favila, File)]
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                                        MANILA, Philippines (AP) -- The Philippine military chief demanded Wednesday that China return several rifles and equipment seized by the Chinese coast guard in a disputed shoal and pay for damages in an assault he likened to an act of piracy in the South China Sea.
Chinese personnel on board more than eight motorboats repeatedly rammed then boarded the two Philippine navy inflatable boats Monday to prevent Filipino navy personnel from transferring food and other supplies including firearms to a Philippine territorial outpost in Second Thomas Shoal, which is also claimed by Beijing, according to Philippine officials. 
After a scuffle and repeated collisions, the Chinese seized the boats and damaged them with machetes, knives and hammers. They also seized eight M4 rifles, which were packed in cases, navigation equipment and other supplies and wounded a number of Filipino navy personnel, including one who lost his right thumb, two Philippine security officials told The Associated on Tuesday.

    


The two officials spoke on condition of anonymity because of a lack of authority to discuss the sensitive conflict publicly.




Video and photographs issued by the Philippine military Wednesday night show the chaotic faceoff at the shoal, with Chinese personnel onboard boats brandishing knives, axe and sticks while surrounding two Philippine navy supply boats beside Manila's ship outpost. Sirens blare constantly as both sides yell at each other and the Chinese smash the Philippine navy boat with a pole and grab what appears to be a bag with a stick.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Pictures show a damaged Philippine navy boat with its side floaters slashed and deflated and another boat with its windshields and navigational screens shattered. A man displays a damaged cellphone. 
 "We are demanding that the Chinese return our rifles and our equipment and we're also demanding that they pay for the damage they caused," Gen. Romeo Brawner Jr., head of the Philippine armed forces, said in a news conference in western Palawan province, where he pinned a medal on the wounded navy officer.

    


"They boarded our boats illegally and seized our equipment," Brawner said. "They're now like pirates with this kind of actions."
Armed with long knives and machetes, the Chinese coast guard personnel tried to beat the unarmed Filipinos, who resisted with their bare hands by parrying the blows and pushing back the Chinese, Brawner said. "Our objective is also to prevent war."
Some of the Chinese pointed their knives at the Filipino navy personnel, he said. 
China blamed the Philippines for the confrontation, saying the Filipino personnel "trespassed" into the shoal in defiance of its warnings.
"This is the direct cause of the incident," Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian said in Beijing. "The Chinese coast guard at the scene has taken professional law-enforcement measures with restraint aimed at stopping the illegal supply mission by the Philippine vessels and no direct measures were taken against the Philippine personnel."
The United States renewed a warning Tuesday that it is obligated to defend the Philippines, a treaty ally. 

    


Second Thomas Shoal, part of the disputed Spratly Islands, has been occupied by a small Philippine navy contingent aboard a grounded warship that has been closely monitored by China's coast guard and navy in a yearslong territorial standoff. China claims the South China Sea virtually in its entirety. 
There is fear that disputes in the South China Sea, long regarded as an Asian flashpoint, could escalate and pit the United States and China in a larger conflict. Aside from China and the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan have conflicting territorial claims in the busy waterway.
Since last year, hostilities between China and the Philippines have escalated in the disputed waters, particularly in Second Thomas Shoal, which is less than 200 nautical miles (370 kilometers) from the Philippine coast and where the BRP Sierra Madre, now encrusted with rust, was deliberately grounded in 1999 to create a territorial outpost. The ship remains an actively commissioned military vessel, meaning an attack on it could be considered by the Philippines as an act of war.
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    [image: FILE - Sara Duterte, daughter of outgoing populist president of the Philippines, signs documents during her oath taking as vice president in her hometown in Davao city, southern Philippines, Sunday, June 19, 2022. Philippine Vice President Sara Duterte resigned Wednesday, June 19, 2024, from President Ferdinand Marcos Jr.'s Cabinet in the latest sign that their whirlwind political alliance has unraveled over key differences, including government efforts to arrest a religious leader accused of sex abuses and Manila's handling of its escalating territorial disputes with Beijing. (AP Photo/Manman Dejeto, File)]
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                                        MANILA, Philippines (AP) -- Philippine Vice President Sara Duterte is resigning from her posts of education secretary and head of an anti-insurgency body, as her whirlwind alliance with President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. unraveled over key differences, including efforts to arrest a religious leader accused of child abuses and Manila's handling of escalating territorial disputes with Beijing.
Duterte will remain the vice president. Her resignation from the other posts she had in Marcos' Cabinet was accepted by the president and takes effect July 19, Communications Secretary Cheloy Garafil said in a statement Wednesday.
Duterte, 46, did not cite any reason for her resignation, Garafil said, but there have been open political hostilities between her father, former President Rodrigo Duterte, and Marcos.
She ran as the vice-presidential running mate of Marcos, the son and namesake of an ousted dictator, under a hastily forged unity ticket and won with huge margins in 2022. The alliance of the scions of two authoritarian leaders combined the voting power of their families' political strongholds but compounded worries of human rights activists. The alliance, however, rapidly faced political headwinds.

    


Early this year, the former president accused Marcos' legislative allies of plotting to amend the constitution to lift term limits and warned that could lead to him being ousted by a public uprising like his father, the late dictator Ferdinand Marcos, in 1986. He also accused Marcos of being a drug addict.




Marcos laughed off the allegations and claimed his predecessor was using fentanyl, a powerful opioid.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Duterte and his daughter, Sara, back Apollo Carreon Quiboloy, the leader of a Philippines-based church known as the Kingdom of Jesus Christ who has been sought by Philippine authorities for his alleged involvement in child abuse and exploitation. Quiboloy had also been indicted on a raft of charges in the United States, including conspiracy, sex trafficking of children and sex trafficking by force. He has denied any wrongdoing.

    


On China's increasingly aggressive moves against the Philippines in the South China Sea, Marcos has become one of the most vocal critics of Beijing's actions, in sharp contrast to the vice president's refusal to comment on the issue.
Her father nurtured cozy ties during his presidency with Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian leader Vladimir Putin while often criticizing the security policies of the United States and its Western allies. Marcos, who took office in 2022, backpedaled by rapidly boosting security ties with Washington, which he said needed to have a presence in Asia as a counterweight to China.
Marcos also announced that he would shift his predecessor's brutal crackdown against illegal drugs which killed thousands of mostly poor suspects, to refocus on the rehabilitation of drug dependents. The killings under Duterte sparked an investigation by the International Criminal Court as a possible crime against humanity.
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    [image: State Reps. Jason Saine, center, R-Lincoln, and Brenden Jones, R-Columbus, speak with Rep. Destin Hall, left, R-Caldwell, who was presiding over the House, during floor debate on the chamber's budget in the North Carolina Legislative Building in Raleigh, N.C., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. After a lengthy debate and some flared tempers, the budget was approved in a 73-36 vote. (AP Photo/Makiya Seminera)]
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[image: North Carolina state Rep. Jeffrey Elmore, R-Wilkes, speaks during the House budget debate at the Legislative Building in Raleigh, N.C., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The House gave tentative approval to a measure that would adjust the second year of a two-year state government budget enacted last fall (AP Photo/Makiya Seminera)]
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[image: North Carolina House Minority Leader Robert Reives, D-Chatham, second from left, argues with state Rep. Donny Lambeth, R-Forsyth, left, while state Rep. Garland Pierce, D-Scotland, center, watches during the House budget debate at the Legislative Building in Raleigh, N.C., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. The House gave tentative approval to a measure that would adjust the second year of a two-year state government budget enacted last fall, (AP Photo/Makiya Seminera)]
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- A North Carolina budget-adjustment measure penned by House Republicans received initial approval Wednesday in the chamber, legislation that covers a massive increase in private-school voucher demand, locates money for child care centers and raises worker and teacher pay further than already scheduled.
Four House Democrats joined all Republicans present to vote 73-36 for the bill, which makes changes to the second year of the two-year state government budget enacted last fall to reflect new fiscal demands and a nearly $1 billion bump in anticipated revenue collections. 
A final House vote is expected Thursday, after which the future of the $31.7 billion spending plan dims in the Senate, where GOP leaders aren't willing to spend that much money and use hundreds of millions of dollars from special reserves. 
Senate leader Phil Berger has threatened to tell senators to go home if House counterparts don't accept their preferred changes by the close of the current fiscal year, which ends June 30. Berger's office late Wednesday released a significantly trimmed-down $31.4 billion spending plan.

    


But the House and Senate plans do agree on providing $487 million to programs that help K-12 students attend private schools and eliminate their waiting lists. Nearly all of the funds would go to the state's Opportunity Scholarships to help end waiting lists of over 50,000 students who are qualified to receive scholarships this fall, and cover increased demand permanently. The program was greatly expanded last year when family income limits to receive a grant were eliminated.




Parents are "expecting it because we promised it. So what are you going to do, go back on your promise and say that kid can't go to school just because it's a private school?" Rep. Jeffrey Elmore, a Wilkes County Republican and budget committee chairman, asked Democrats during the House budget debate. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The House and Senate plans also would each provide roughly $135 million to replace much of the child care stabilization grants coming from the federal government that are set to expire in July. The grants began during the pandemic and have been used by child care centers often to boost employee wages.

    


House Democrats who spoke attacked the budget bill, particularly for the private-school scholarships that they've opposed for years and for the lack of even more child care funds they say are needed to keep the centers open. They accused Republicans of using much of the state's revenue overcollections for the vouchers, instead of using it for traditional public schools where teachers are underpaid and classrooms underfunded.
"What does it say that we talk about fiscal conservatism except for when it comes to supporting private school vouchers for the wealthiest in this state?" Rep. Caleb Rudow, a Buncombe County Democrat, asked GOP colleagues. "What does it our say about your values when we leave parents wondering if their child care centers are going to close this summer?"
The House proposal would raise teacher and state worker pay above the increases already planned in the enacted two-year budget. 

    


Rank-and-file state employees would get 4% raises, not 3%, with 9% raises for probation and parole and correctional officers. And the average 3% raises for teachers already in place would grow to 4.4% First-year teachers would get a $44,000 entry salary this fall, not $41,000 as is currently planned. The Senate plan sticks with the pay raises backed last year.
Any enacted spending measure would head to Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper, who is a longtime vouchers opponent. His budget proposal would have offered even higher raises to teachers and state employees and spend hundreds of millions of dollars more for child care and early education initiatives. But Cooper's influence is limited. Republicans hold narrow veto-proof majorities in both chambers.
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    [image: FILE - A police officer and a soldier from Benin stop a motorcyclist at a checkpoint outside Porga, Benin, March 26, 2022. Jihadi fighters who had long operated in Africa's volatile Sahel region have settled in northwestern Nigeria after crossing from neighboring Benin, a new report said Wednesday, June 19, 2024, the latest trend in the militants' movements to wealthier West African coastal nations. (AP Photo/ Marco Simoncelli, File)]
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[image: Rangers patrol at the Kainji Lake National Park in Nigeria's Niger State, February 2023. Jihadi fighters who had long operated in Africa's volatile Sahel region have settled in northwestern Nigeria after crossing from neighboring Benin, a new report said Wednesday, June 19, 2024, the latest trend in the militants' movements to wealthier West African coastal nations. (Nigerian Conservation Foundation via AP)]
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                                        ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) -- Jihadi fighters who had long operated in Africa's volatile Sahel region have settled in northwestern Nigeria after crossing from neighboring Benin, a report said Wednesday, the latest trend in the militants' movements to wealthier West African coastal nations.
The extremists believed to be linked to al-Qaida have in the last year crossed over from Benin's hard-hit northern region and settled in Kainji Lake National Park, one of Nigeria's largest, where other armed groups have also gained access, according to the report by the Clingendael Institute think tank, which has done extensive research in the Sahel.
Residents close to the park told The Associated Press that the facility, which holds one of West Africa's fast-declining lion populations, has been closed for more than a year because of security threats from armed groups attacking neighboring villages and roads.

    


"Before, it was like a tourism center (but) now, people find it difficult to pass through there," said John Yerima, who lives near the park in New Bussa town. "You cannot enter that road (leading to the park) now. It is dangerous, seriously."




The security situation at the 5,300-square kilometer (2,000-square mile) park in Niger state and along the nearby border with Benin is "getting out of hand" and is "a much more explosive situation than we had anticipated," said Kars de Bruijne, one of the authors of the report and a senior research fellow at the institute.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The "sustained presence" of the armed groups in the park is the first sign of a connection between Nigeria's homegrown extremists that have launched a decadelong insurgency in its northern region, and al-Qaida-linked militants from the Sahel, the vast arid expanse south of the Sahara Desert, Bruijne said.
Their presence offers an opportunity for the extremists to claim large-scale success in both countries, already wracked by deadly attacks in recent years, he added.

    


Known as a global hot spot for violent extremism, the Sahel region's worsening security crisis comes as military coups are toppling democratic governments. As the military governments struggle to contain the violence, they are increasingly severing security with traditional partners France and the United States and turning to Russia for support.
In northwest Nigeria, security analysts have in the past warned that the region's remote territories, where the government is largely absent but have rich mineral resources and high poverty levels, present an opportunity for expansion for jihadi groups that had operated mainly in the Sahel, as well as the Islamic State group, whose fighters hold sway in the Lake Chad basin.
"A link between Lake Chad and the Sahel is a major opportunity for al-Qaida and the Islamic State to boast about their profiles as leaders of global jihad," the report said.
There are also concerns from conservationists that the presence of armed groups in the park could further threaten the remaining lions whose populations have declined as a result of poaching and climate change. They say the park and most protected wildlife areas in Nigeria are poorly patrolled, making them easy targets for armed groups.

    


"The security situation has become top of the list when it comes to the concerns about the lion populations in Nigeria," said Stella Egbe, senior conservation manager at the Nigerian Conservation Foundation.
The Nigerian military often conducts aerial bombardments and deploys its personnel in criminal hideouts in the conflict-battered northern region. However, security forces -- fatigued by the decadelong war in the northeast -- are still outnumbered and outgunned in those remote villages, and the root causes of the conflict such as poverty remain.
The Clingendael report said it is unclear what the motive of the Sahel extremists in the park is and what their relationship with other armed groups there will be. Security analysts say it offers opportunities for logistics and more influence amid booming illegal trade across the porous border.

    


"The Sahelian jihadis potentially can try to use northwestern Nigeria as a place for fundraising, for logistics and to try to influence the jihadi groups there as part of their own competition," said James Barnett, a fellow at the Hudson Institute whose works in northwestern Nigeria were cited in the report.
Across many villages in Nigeria's northwest, banditry -- not jihadi fighters -- remains the major security threat, Barnett said.
The bandits have on a few occasions in the past collaborated with jihadi fighters as two separate groups in carrying out attacks. But even in rare collaborations, he said, there can be "very deadly consequences."
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                                        PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) -- Surging violence in Haiti from clashes with armed gangs since March has displaced nearly 580,000 people, according to a new report from the U.N. migration agency, a sobering figure that underscores the magnitude of the Caribbean nation's crisis. 
Haiti has long faced unrest but at the end of February, gangs unleashed coordinated attacks with gunmen taking control of police stations, opening fire on the main international airport that remained closed for nearly three months and stormed Haiti's two biggest prisons. 
A report released on Tuesday by the International Organization for Migration said the displacement of more than half a million is mainly due to people fleeing the capital of Port-au-Prince for other provinces, which lack the resources to support them. 
In March, the agency reported more than 362,000 internally displaced people in Haiti. Since then, the violence has more than doubled the number of internally displaced in the southern region -- already ravaged by a 2021 earthquake -- from 116,000 to 270,000.

    


"Nearly all those internally displaced are currently hosted by communities already struggling with overburdened social services and poor infrastructure, raising further concerns about tensions with the potential to spark further violence," the report said.




With more than 2,500 people killed or injured across Haiti in the first three months of the year, Haiti's National Police, understaffed and overwhelmed by gangs with powerful arsenals, has been unable to bring the situation under control. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Marie Jean, 49, and her two children were displaced from their Port-au-Prince home after her husband was killed by a gang in February. She's now sheltered with her children at a public school. 
"I lived in a comfortable home that my husband worked hard to build," Jean told The Associated Press. "Now I'm living in a situation that's inhuman." 

    


Juste Dorvile, 39, is also staying at a public school with her 12-year-old daughter and boyfriend as gunshots are heard constantly in the area. "Everyday we're hoping that we survive," she said. 
With the gangs in control of at least 80% of Port-au-Prince and key roads leading to the rest of the country, many are living in makeshift shelters, including schools and learning institutions that are now hosting more than 60,000 people. 
The gangs have also been charging fees for those wanting to use the highways or blackmailing drivers to get their hijacked trucks back on the roads, where police presence is scarce. 
Haiti's new acting prime minister, Garry Conille, who was appointed last month along with a Cabinet, attended a ceremony on Tuesday where over 400 officers graduated from the police academy, with the expectation that they will help curb gang violence in Haiti. He reminded the graduates that the people count on their dedication to combat insecurity.
"You need to know that you are not alone," Conille said. "You are the hope of the population at this crucial moment in our history." 
Violence is also on the rise outside Haiti's capital. Last week, armed gangs attacked families located in Terre-Neuve, a village in northern Haiti, forcing more than 1,000 people to flee their homes to safer areas. 
___
Murphy Marcos reported from San Juan, Puerto Rico.
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                                        CAIRO (AP) -- South Darfur saw a slight increase in critical aid when the U.N.'s World Food Program delivered life-saving food and nutrition to some families across the violence-riddled western Sudanese state, the organization said. But more assistance is needed, humanitarian organizations say.
The WFP mission in Sudan said Tuesday that more than 50,000 people in hunger hotspots across South Darfur are receiving much-needed food assistance in collaboration with relief agency World Vision.
WFP didn't give a time frame for when the aid was distributed or say how WFP delivered the supplies. Several spokespersons for the organization did not immediately respond to requests for additional information.
F amine looms in parts of Suda n, which has been engulfed by violence since April of last year, when tensions between leaders of the Sudanese military and the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces erupted into intense fighting and spread across the country, including to Darfur. The U.N. says over 14,000 people have been killed and 33,000 injured.

    


"The number of people in South Darfur that suffer from hunger is vast and on top of that, there is a significant shortage of funds," Yonas Mesele, deputy country director for Sudan with the French humanitarian organization Action Against Hunger, told The Associated Press on Wednesday.




Mesele said that of the estimated $581.2 million needed to meet humanitarian needs in Sudan, only 26% was secured, citing an announcement at a meeting for the Food Security and Livelihoods Cluster Coordination on June 13.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The fighting in Sudan has displaced over 4.6 million people, according to the U.N. migration agency, including more than 3.6 million who were internally displaced and over 1 million others who fled to neighboring countries.
U.N. refugee chief Filippo Grandi, who on Wednesday concluded his second visit to Sudan since the outbreak of the war, warned that a terrible famine is looming and severe floods will soon hamper aid deliveries even more, U.N. deputy spokesman Farhan Haq said.

    


 Grandi visited refugee camps and centers for displaced Sudanese and also warned that without concerted peace efforts many more people will flee the fighting, pointing to escalating violence in North Darfur's capital, El Fasher, and atrocities reportedly committed against civilians in Jazeera state, Haq said.
Some of the most brutal attacks since the conflict began have taken place in the vast western Darfur region. The population in the state of South Darfur is at risk of soon dying from hunger, a recent report by a Dutch think-tank warned.
The Clingendael Institute report said last month that around 2.5 million people in Sudan could die from hunger by the end of September 2024, with about 15% of the population in the regions of Darfur and Kordofan being likely the worst affected.
"Time is running out to avoid a rapid deterioration of the conflict-induced food insecurity crisis," Samy Guessabi, country director for Sudan with Action Against Hunger, told the AP. "The international community and the parties to the conflict must take immediate action to alleviate hunger and prevent a catastrophic malnutrition emergency."

    


In May, the WFP said in a report that at least 1.7 million people are already experiencing emergency levels of hunger in Darfur, including in Al Fasher, the capital of North Darfur state that is besieged by RSF.
Despite the "devastating levels of hunger" that civilians are facing in the greater Darfur region, deliveries of food assistance have been "intermittent due to fighting and endless bureaucratic hurdles," WFP said.
In April, the U.N. said it started distributing food in Darfur for the first time in months.
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                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- North Carolina senators are pushing to legalize medical marijuana again, but it's unclear if the state House will approve it.
A Senate bill that was originally intended to add state regulations to hemp products experienced a major facelift on Wednesday when lawmakers added a provision legalizing medical marijuana. The amendment would apply to qualifying patients who have a "debilitating medical condition" such as cancer or epilepsy to be prescribed medical cannabis by a doctor.
It comes amid a pending decision by the U.S. Department of Justice to drop marijuana as a Schedule I drug to Schedule III and recognize its medical uses.
The original bill -- which added several regulations for hemp products that are legal under federal law -- was approved in a committee Wednesday morning before a Senate floor vote. Federal law allows for the sale of hemp products with concentrations of less than 0.3% of delta-9 THC, which is one of the main psychoactive substances found in traditional cannabis. 

    


The hemp regulations bill was suddenly sent back to the Senate Judiciary Committee to add the 35-page medical marijuana provision Wednesday afternoon. 




The new provision outlines requirements for physicians to prescribe medical marijuana, how people can get a medical marijuana identification card, what it takes to get a medical cannabis supplier license and restrictions on smoking in certain places. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Patients who qualify for using cannabis medically would need written certification from a physician under the bill. 
The original hemp legislation that still remains prohibits sales of those goods to people under 21, requires testing before distribution and mandates obtaining licenses to sell legal hemp products such as THC gummies and cannabis-infused drinks. 
Despite its renewed Senate momentum, House Republicans' current stance on legalizing medical marijuana is murky. Just earlier this month, House Speaker Tim Moore indicated it didn't have enough support.

    


"In no uncertain terms, there are not the votes in this caucus right now for this bill," Moore said.
Senate Rules Chairman Bill Rabon, a vocal advocate for medical marijuana, told The Associated Press after committee that he reached out to Moore Wednesday morning but did not hear back. He also spoke with other House leaders and caucus members about the amendment, but had "no idea" whether they would consider approving it.
"I'm very optimistic, but I'm also very persistent," the Brunswick County Republican said.
The Senate previously attempted to legalize medical marijuana last year under legislation led by Rabon, who said he smoked pot while undergoing chemotherapy for colon cancer. Lacking enough votes in the House after the Senate's approval, the medical marijuana bill died last session.
Medical cannabis products are legal in 38 states and the District of Columbia, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures. 
The amended bill will be voted on in the Senate on Thursday, then again on Monday, Rabon said.
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                                        TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) -- Kansas legislators have approved major tax cuts and ended a political stalemate with Gov. Laura Kelly. Yet some of them sounded frustrated as they were doing it. 
The Republican-controlled Legislature approved a bill Tuesday to cut income and property taxes by a total of $1.23 billion over the next three years. The measure contains the exact terms of a compromise reached by the Democratic governor and the GOP leaders of the House and Senate, and Kelly promised to sign it.
But many lawmakers, particularly Republicans, said they'd wanted more for taxpayers, and legislators in both parties view its property tax relief as meager. The bill decreases what homeowners will pay to the state to help finance public schools, but the 15.6% cut in that tax for the owner of a $250,000 amounts to $76 a year and is lower than previous plans lawmakers considered this year. 

    


The bill cleared the Legislature with huge bipartisan majorities during a one-day special session called by Kelly after she vetoed three previous tax-cutting plans and lawmakers ended their regular annual session May 1. The GOP leaders who negotiated with her office warned colleagues that they risked another veto if they made any changes -- and they didn't. They've worried that failing to cut taxes will anger voters in this year's elections. 




"We can absolutely afford more tax cuts," said Senate tax committee Chair Caryn Tyson, a Parker Republican. "I do support this legislation, but it is not the best we can get."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The state's coffers have bulged with surplus revenue, but disagreements between Kelly and Republican leaders prevented Kansas from enacting major reductions. 
Republican leaders wanted tax cuts worth at least $230 million more over three years, but Kelly argued that those larger cuts would lead to budget shortfalls in five years. 
"Although this package is not perfect and emphasizes income tax reductions instead of property tax relief, it does provide significant relief," she said in a statement.

    


Personal income tax cuts account for nearly 87% of the bill's relief, even though legislators repeatedly said their constituents' biggest concern is rising property taxes fueled in part by rising home values. But most property taxes are levied by local officials, and the state's school tax is a small portion of what people pay.
The bill moves Kansas from three personal income tax rates to two and cuts the highest rate from 5.7% to 5.58%. Other changes will increase the amount of income automatically exempted from taxes so that a married couple filing jointly will not pay any tax until they earn more than $25,000, whether they have children or not.
Kansas also will stop taxing retirees' Social Security benefits instead of taxing the entire amount once someone earns more than $75,000. The state also will double an income tax credit for child care expenses.
The measure also provides a 14% cut in the tax paid by banks, savings and loans and other financial institutions instead of the corporate income tax. That mirrors past cuts for other businesses. 
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                    Dr. Dre introduces "Not Like Us" at Kendrick Lamar's Juneteenth "Pop Out" concert. Lamar closed the three-hour show by performing the chart-topping Drake diss multiple times for a Forum crowd that included The Weeknd and LeBron James.
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    [image: FILE - Kendrick Lamar performs at Coachella Music & Arts Festival at the Empire Polo Club on Sunday, April 16, 2017, in Indio, Calif. Kendrick Lamar turned his Juneteenth ]
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                                        INGLEWOOD, Calif. (AP) -- Not content with merely taking a victory lap after winning his battle against fellow rap superstar Drake, Kendrick Lamar turned his Juneteenth "Pop Out" concert at the Forum into a cathartic livestreamed celebration of Los Angeles unity. 
Lamar curated a three-hour concert featuring a mix of up-and-coming LA rappers and stars including Tyler, The Creator, Steve Lacy and YG. When it was his turn to take the stage, the 37-year-old rapper powered through a set with Black Hippy collaborators Schoolboy Q, Ab-Soul and Jay Rock, performed his Drake diss songs "Euphoria" and "6:16 in LA," then was joined on-stage by Dr. Dre. 
The two West Coast titans performed "Still D.R.E." and "California Love" and Dre called Lamar "one of the greatest that ever did it" before quieting the roaring crowd by requesting a moment of silence. It was a misdirect. He then delivered the "Sixth Sense" quote that opens Lamar's chart-topping "Not Like Us": "I see dead people."

    


A crowd of 17,000 that included The Weeknd, LeBron James, Ayo Edebiri and Rick Ross rapped along to every word of the biting-but-jubilant DJ Mustard production, which Lamar restarted twice after the first verse and performed four times in full. 




Shuffling, frolicking, dancing and spinning around him as Lamar strode the stage in a red hoodie: NBA stars Russell Westbrook and DeMar DeRozan, Mustard, rapper Roddy Ricch and even a teenage dance troupe led by the krumping innovator Tommy the Clown. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lamar reveled in the moment: "Y'all ain't gon' let nobody disrespect the West Coast. Y'all ain't gon' let nobody imitate our legends, huh," he said, referring to Drake's use of an AI tool to mimic 2Pac's voice on one of his diss records. He also added a line to "Euphoria" referencing Drake's purchase of 2Pac's jewelry: "Give me 2Pac ring back and I might give you a little respect."

    


But the Compton native had more on his mind, calling out to specific men and women to join him on-stage for a group photo. 
"Let the world see this," he said. "You ain't seen this many sections on one stage keeping it together and having peace. ... For all of us to be on this stage together, unity, from East side ... LA, Crips, Bloods, Piru -- this ... is special, man. We put this ... together just for ya'll.
"This ... ain't got nothing to do with no song at this point, ain't got nothing to do with no back and forth records, it's got everything to do with this moment right here. That's what this ... was about, to bring all of us together."
After the final song, Lamar exited, saying "I promise you this won't be the last of us." The stabbing horns of the "Not Like Us" instrumental kicked in once again and the crowd rapped the lyrics without Lamar as they filed through hallways out to the parking lot. The Twitch and Prime Video livestream concluded.
The feud that that energized hip-hop fans over the last few months had long been a sort of cold war, with coded, subtle and deniable insults woven into some of the two rappers' biggest hits over the past decade, from "Energy" to "All The Stars," "Gyalchester" to "HUMBLE." It began after Lamar's attention-grabbing verse on Big Sean's 2013 "Control," in which he laid out his ambition to beat out Drake and other top rappers. The Canadian actor-turned-rapper, who as the bigger star had hand-picked Lamar to join his second headlining tour a year earlier, felt personally insulted. 

    


The two then took widely divergent paths as their careers flourished on parallel paths. Drake shares images of his wealth and jokey memes online, collaborates regularly with up-and-coming artists and integrates bubbling musical trends in hip-hop and the broader pop world to pump out club-ready singles at a consistent pace. Lamar often disappears from the public eye for years at a time to build deeply introspective concept albums featuring few voices other than his own -- while maintaining a minimal social media presence.
Drake's taste-making ability mostly kept him on top of the rap world, with an approach that matched the direction of pop music as a whole. But as his hit-making consistency diminished, an opening emerged. Lamar, Future and Metro Boomin kicked off their direct assault on Toronto's king in March with "Like That." 

    


Lamar made his disdain clear: He sees Drake as a talented outsider who enjoys and profits from hip-hop culture but didn't grow up in it, code-switching his way into the mainstream without a core identity or authenticity. His nail-in-the-coffin final verse on "Not Like Us" sums up his view: "You run to Atlanta when you need a few dollars / No, you not a colleague, you a ... colonizer."
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                                        Famous fans, colleagues and family pay tribute to actor Donald Sutherland, the star of "M.A.S.H." "Klute" and "The Hunger Games" who died at age 88. 
"Donald was a giant, not only physically but as a talent. He was also enormously kind and generous. ... It's never easy losing the caliber of a human being and actor like Donald Sutherland, but this one really profoundly hurts because Donald was like my brother, and a big part of my own career." -- Sutherland's "M.A.S.H." co-star Elliott Gould, in a statement to The Associated Press. 
"I was blessed to direct him in #Backdraft. One of the most intelligent, interesting & engrossing film actors of all time. Incredible range, creative courage & dedication to serving the story & the audience with supreme excellence." -- Ron Howard, on X. 
"With a heavy heart, I tell you that my father, Donald Sutherland, has passed away. I personally think one of the most important actors in the history of film. Never daunted by a role, good, bad or ugly. He loved what he did and did what he loved, and one can never ask for more than that. A life well lived." -- Actor and Sutherland's son, Kiefer Sutherland, on X.

    


"Donald Sutherland was one of the smartest actors I ever worked with. He had a wonderful enquiring brain, and a great knowledge on a wide variety of subjects. He combined this great intelligence with a deep sensitivity, and with a seriousness about his profession as an actor. This all made him into the legend of film that he became." -- Actor Helen Mirren, who co-starred with Sutherland in 2017's "The Leisure Seekers," in a statement. 




"We've lost one of the greats. Donald Sutherland brought a level of brilliance to his craft few could match. A remarkable, legendary actor -- and a great Canadian." -- Canadian Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, on X.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"No words. He was too important." -- Former New York Times film critic Janet Maslin, on X. 

    


"He starred in two of my very favourite and most influential films -- 'Don't Look Now' and the 1978 'Invasion Of The Bodysnatchers'. But that is just the tip of the iceberg in terms of his legendary filmography. He was a funny, laconic, but also intense and dramatic presence in so many memorable movies." -- Director Edgar Wright, on Instagram.
"It was my honor to work with him many years ago, and I will never forget his charisma and ability. If you want a master class in acting, watch him in 'Ordinary People.'" -- Actor Rob Lowe, who appeared with Sutherland in the 2004 miniseries "Salem's Lot," via X.
"aww man. farewell, Donald Sutherland." -- Actor Elijah Wood on X.
"We lost a legend, a journeyman actor that created unique and believable characters every time he stepped in front of the camera." -- Jon Cassar, who directed both Donald and Kiefer Sutherland in 2015's "Forsaken," via X.
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                                        If our world should one day cease to exist, and some improved civilization from another galaxy stumbles upon our popular culture and seeks to understand all the fuss about Emma Stone -- well, we now have the film clip they should see. 
She's not even speaking, so translating Earth language won't be an issue. She's simply dancing. It's toward the end of her latest collab with Yorgos Lanthimos, the challenging, intriguing, perplexing-if-not-downright- infuriatingly-opaque "Kinds of Kindness." Stone is doing an improvised victory dance, and it's glorious. What's clear is that the Stone-Lanthimos pairing, in their third feature together, is continuing to nurture an aspect of Stone's talents that increasingly sets her apart: Her fearlessness and the obvious joy she derives from it. 
Then again, it's possible we especially love this scene because by now we're parched -- thirst is actually a theme of the film, but let's forget that for a second -- for a wee bit of joy. There's barely an ounce of it in "Kinds of Kindness," nor is there much beauty (unlike the gorgeous period romps many know Lanthimos best for, "The Favourite" and last year's sumptuous "Poor Things.") Nor is there any recognizable kindness to speak of -- "recognizable" being the operative word here. Which might be the point of the title. Or not. 

    


So what IS "Kinds of Kindness"? OK, here goes. Lanthimos, working for a fifth time with screenwriter Efthimis Filippou ("The Lobster"), has created a triptych -- three mini-films with the same cast. A solidifying troupe of Lanthimos regulars appears, with Willem Dafoe, one of the most distinctive actors in the universe, rejoining Stone's Bella from "Poor Things," joined now by a terrific Jesse Plemons, who won the best actor prize at Cannes, as well as Hong Chau, Margaret Qualley, Mamoudou Athie and Joe Alwyn.




These three segments, which together run close to three hours, are separate stories with different characters, and an overarching theme that can best be explained by parsing the lyrics of a Eurythmics song.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Sweet dreams are made of this," goes the iconic song, with which Lanthimos begins his movie. Then, more importantly: "Some of them want to use you. Some of them want to get used by you. Some of them want to abuse you. Some of them want to be abused." Yup, all these things happen in "Kinds of Kindness," a meditation on our free will and the ways we willingly forfeit it to others -- in the workplace, at home, and in religion. For all these characters, something about being subjugated by someone else provides a perverse sense of comfort. 

    


In the first segment -- easily the tightest, most entertaining and impactful -- our protagonist, Robert (Plemons), works for some sort of shady business run by Raymond (Dafoe), who controls everything Robert does. 
And we do mean everything. What he eats, drinks, wears, where he lives with his wife -- also hand-chosen for him -- even what time they have sex, and whether they procreate. Raymond decides it all, and that's fine with Robert -- it even gets him cool gifts, like a smashed John McEnroe racket -- until he's asked to basically commit manslaughter. 

    


He underperforms and is fired. Then, he becomes obsessed with getting back into his boss' good graces, whatever it takes. 
Stone appears 40 minutes into the movie, a cog in the same wheel. But she takes center stage in the next installment, as Liz, beloved wife of Daniel, a suburban cop (Plemons, with shorter and lighter hair). Liz, a scientist, has vanished during a sea voyage -- she's "traveled the world and the seven seas," to continue with the Eurythmics lyrics.
Finally she's rescued, and returns home to her loving husband. Loving, that is, until Daniel starts suspecting she's not really Liz (she may also be a cannibal). She sure looks like Liz, but her shoes don't fit. Also, she likes chocolate now and can't remember Daniel's favorite song. So, he starts testing her, asking her to do awful things. And for some reason, she does.
We won't spoil any of the mini-endings, though you may find they're not really endings anyway. (If the lack of clarity in this review is annoying you, well, welcome to this movie? Should that have been an exclamation point? We're suddenly feeling insecure even about punctuation.) But the "whoa, what?" feeling you may have at the end of the second part can't fester, because soon we're in a cult, where the only liquid members can drink is sanctified by the tears of creepy leader Omi (Dafoe, who else?) and wife Aka (Chau.) 

    


Stone and Plemons reunite here as cult members tasked with finding a woman, out there somewhere, who's able to raise the dead. For this holy search for a spiritual leader, Emily (is this a nod to Stone's real name?) has left a husband (Alwyn) and young daughter behind. She drives a purple sports car with increasing abandon (speaking of fearless, Stone has said she did much of her stunt driving). But she, too, messes up, and is left begging to be allowed back in. 

    


Will she find what she is looking for?
Well, that depends on whether she knows what it is. Characters here actually seem to find what they THINK they seek -- but it leads them, of course, down dark paths. But hey, everybody's lookin' for something, the song tells us. Not to be trite, but who are we to disagree?
In any case, seeking a neat conceptual bow to wrap this all up -- as in Bella's satisfying empowerment in "Poor Things" -- will lead nowhere. So maybe the best lyric we can take from the Eurythmics is the simplest one of all:
"Keep your head up. Movin' on."
"Kinds of Kindness," a Searchlight Pictures release in theaters Friday, has been rated R by the Motion Picture Association "for strong/disturbing violent content, strong sexual content, full nudity and language." Running time: 144 minutes. Two and a half stars out of four.
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            2 of 3 | This image released by the American Folk Art Museum shows "Devil House", a colored pencil and pencil on paper by Frank Albert Jones, part of the collection of the American Folk Art Museum, a gift of Chapman Kelley. (American Folk Art Museum via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by the American Folk Art Museum shows "Portrait of Frederick A. Gale", an oil on canvas by Ammi Phillips, part of the American Folk Art Museum. (American Folk Art Museum via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | This image released by the American Folk Art Museum shows "Portrait of Frederick A. Gale", an oil on canvas by Ammi Phillips, part of the American Folk Art Museum. (American Folk Art Museum via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Different versions of 'home' roost at the American Folk Art Museum

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: This image released by the American Folk Art Museum shows ]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | This image released by the American Folk Art Museum shows "Funeral", an oil on board by Clementine Hunter, part of the American Folk Art Museum collection, gift of Joan Einbender. (American Folk Art Museum via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3
This image released by the American Folk Art Museum shows "Funeral", an oil on board by Clementine Hunter, part of the American Folk Art Museum collection, gift of Joan Einbender. (American Folk Art Museum via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by the American Folk Art Museum shows "Devil House", a colored pencil and pencil on paper by Frank Albert Jones, part of the collection of the American Folk Art Museum, a gift of Chapman Kelley. (American Folk Art Museum via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | This image released by the American Folk Art Museum shows "Devil House", a colored pencil and pencil on paper by Frank Albert Jones, part of the collection of the American Folk Art Museum, a gift of Chapman Kelley. (American Folk Art Museum via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3
This image released by the American Folk Art Museum shows "Devil House", a colored pencil and pencil on paper by Frank Albert Jones, part of the collection of the American Folk Art Museum, a gift of Chapman Kelley. (American Folk Art Museum via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This image released by the American Folk Art Museum shows "Portrait of Frederick A. Gale", an oil on canvas by Ammi Phillips, part of the American Folk Art Museum. (American Folk Art Museum via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | This image released by the American Folk Art Museum shows "Portrait of Frederick A. Gale", an oil on canvas by Ammi Phillips, part of the American Folk Art Museum. (American Folk Art Museum via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3
This image released by the American Folk Art Museum shows "Portrait of Frederick A. Gale", an oil on canvas by Ammi Phillips, part of the American Folk Art Museum. (American Folk Art Museum via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            KIM COOK

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- What does "home" mean? Different things to all of us, of course.
A place of love, for some. One fraught with trouble, for others. An elusive concept for too many.
"Home isn't always a place of comfort. Nor is it always a location, or a place. Home can be a state of mind," says Brooke Wyatt, curator of a show at the American Folk Art Museum called "Somewhere to Roost."
The collection of 60 pieces explores artists' conceptions of home in paintings, illustrations, folk art objects, collages, blanket chests, quilts and family photographs.
Home as a nest...
The exhibition's title piece, "'Birds Gotta Have Somewhere to Roost" by Thornton Dial Sr., is a collage of weathered wood, burlap, carpet and tin. At first glance, it's a scramble of tossed-away scraps. But consider the title and you imagine something else: birds gathering the bits to make a nest. Dial's work, including many such assemblages of found materials, are in museum collections around the U.S.

    


Birds are depicted in a pen-and ink drawing made in the 1800s by V.H. Furnier, an artist and penmanship teacher in Indiana, Pennsylvania. It includes the words "Home Sweet Home," and above it an avian pair, one of them carrying a sprig with the words "Spare the Birds."




New Englander Joseph E. Clapp's beautiful birdcage is another standout. Made of Peruvian mahogany and whalebone with petite brass pins, it's a marvel of construction. Clapp was a master mariner who worked on whale boats in the 1850s. When he retired, he created a bird sanctuary in Peru. He finally returned to Nantucket, where he was often seen strolling the streets with his pets in their cages.
...or as a prison

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A drawing called "Devil House" conveys what it means when home is a literal prison cell. Incarcerated in a Huntsville, Alabama, prison, Frank Albert Jones started drawing with the red and blue pencil stubs discarded by inmate bookkeepers. A recurring theme is enclosed rooms surrounded by jagged wiry barbs he called "devil's horns," with grinning spirits. He frequently includes a clock; for many years, his cell faced the penitentiary's clock tower.

    


Jones' signature on "Devil House" includes his neatly printed prison number, 11451.
A place to create
Clementine Hunter grew up on Louisiana plantation and became an acclaimed self-taught artist. Starting in her 50s, she created a visual history of everyday life there -- from laundry days to weekend parties -- as she remembered it in the early 1900s. Two of her untitled works are in the exhibition; one shows people gathering at an outdoor funeral, while the other depicts a courtroom scene.
Another painting in the exhibit is of Roberta Flack, by the Jamaican artist Kapo, whose given name was Mallica Reynolds. Flack and Reynolds had become close in the 1970s after she saw his works on display in a hotel in Jamaica, and Flack set up a foundation for the artist so he could concentrate on his work without worrying about finances.
When Kapo's house burned down, it was Flack who helped him rebuild, and her support allowed him to stay in his hometown and continue his art. It was one of many obstacles that he overcame, said his daughter, Christine Reynolds, who came to see the exhibition.

    


"Seeing his painting on view in `Somewhere to Roost' is yet another signal that his work made it through," she said. "I feel pride, vindication and joy, and I only wish I had him at the museum next to me so that I could watch his reaction to seeing it."
A fragile toehold
A photograph by Margaret Morton entitled "Mr. Lee's Home" shows a makeshift dwelling that was part of a lower Manhattan homeless encampment in the 1980s and early '90s. It and some other shelters were destroyed by an arsonist in 1992; resident Yi-Po Lee died in the fire.
Morton chronicled the camp's residents in her series "Fragile Dwelling."
"These impoverished habitats are as diverse as the people who build them, and they bear witness to the profound human need to create a sense of place, no matter how extreme one's circumstances," she wrote.
Domestic tranquility
In one painting, a young boy is wearing some snazzy red slippers and a blue romper. He's got a big book in one hand and an even bigger hat in the other. You get the impression he's stopped only momentarily before running off to play in his room.

    


"Portrait of Frederick A. Gale" was painted by Ammi Phillips in 1815 and is one museum director Jason Busch's favorite pieces in the collection. It stands out, he said "because it's representative of an art genre that, up till then, had been the purview of society's upper crust.
"But around this time, more middle-class families were financially able to commission portraits."
Frederick wears a big smile and clothes that are less fussy and more childlike than those of kids in more traditional portraits. 
Built from bottle caps
Clarence and Grace Woolsey of Reinbeck, Iowa, had fun creating things out of the boxes of bottle caps that everyone had in the 1960s, before recycling programs became widespread. They strung together dozens of caps with baling wire, forming them into animals, objects and structures. The Museum has one of the small houses from the collection; the red-painted, tightly-packed caps with wavy edges resemble shingles, and the homey vibe epitomizes found-object craft art at its best.
---
"Somewhere to Roost" runs until May 25, 2025, at the American Folk Art Museum in New York City.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/homes-exhibit-american-folk-art-museum-6c91c23245fd92c7188d16f1cf86ff60



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Judy Garland's hometown is raising funds to purchase stolen 'Wizard of Oz' ruby slippers | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Judy Garland's hometown is raising funds to purchase stolen 'Wizard of Oz' ruby slippers
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                                        GRAND RAPIDS, Minn. (AP) -- The Minnesota hometown of Judy Garland, the actress who wore a pair of ruby slippers in "The Wizard of Oz," is raising money to purchase the prized footwear after it was stolen from a local museum and then later turned over to an auction company. 
Grand Rapids, Minnesota, where the late actress was born in 1922, is fundraising at its annual Judy Garland festival, which kicks off Thursday. The north Minnesota town is soliciting donations to bring the slippers back after an auction company takes them on an international tour before offering them up to prospective buyers in December.
"They could sell for $1 million, they could sell for $10 million. They're priceless," Joe Maddalena, Heritage Auctions executive vice president, told Minnesota Public Radio. "Once they're gone, all the money in the world can't buy them back."

    


The funds will supplement the $100,000 set aside this year by Minnesota lawmakers to purchase the slippers.
Dallas-based Heritage Auctions received the slippers from Michael Shaw, the memorabilia collector who originally owned the iconic shoes. Shaw had loaned them in 2005 to the Judy Garland Museum in Grand Rapids, Minnesota.




That summer, someone smashed through a display case and stole the sequins-and-beads-bedazzled slippers. Their whereabouts remained a mystery until the FBI recovered them in 2018.
The man who stole the slippers, Terry Jon Martin, 76, pleaded guilty in October to theft of a major artwork, admitting to using a hammer to smash the glass of the museum's door and display case in what his attorney said was an attempt to pull off "one last score" after turning away from a life of crime. He was sentenced in January to time served because of his poor health.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In March, a second man, 76-year-old Jerry Hal Saliterman, was charged in connection with the theft. 
The ruby slippers were at the heart of "The Wizard of Oz," a beloved 1939 musical. Garland's character, Dorothy, danced down the Yellow Brick Road in her shiny shoes, joined by the Scarecrow, the Tin Man and the Cowardly Lion. 

    


Garland, who died in 1969, wore several pairs during filming. Only four remain.
Maddalena, with Heritage Auctions, says he sold two other pairs of ruby slippers. Actor Leonardo DiCaprio and a group of the actor's friends purchased one set for the Academy of Motion Pictures and Sciences.
Advance notice could help venues like the Judy Garland Museum secure the slippers that will be auctioned in December, he said. The museum which includes the house where Garland lived, says it has the world's largest collection of Garland and "Wizard of Oz" memorabilia.
"We wanted to enable places that might not normally be able to raise the funds so quickly to have plenty of time to think about it and work out ways to do that," Maddalena said. "That'd be an amazing story. I mean, if they ended up back there, that'd be a fantastic story."
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                                        HARDCOVER FICTION
1. "Swan Song" by Elin Hilderbrand (Little, Brown)
2. "Eruption" by Crichton/Patterson (Little, Brown)
3. "Camino Ghosts" by John Grisham (Doubleday)
4. "The Women" by Kristin Hannah (St. Martin's)
5. "You Like It Darker" by Stephen King (Scribner)
6. "Funny Story" by Emily Henry (Berkley)
7. "Iron Flame" by Rebecca Yarros (Red Tower)
8. "The Wren in the Holly Library (deluxe ltd. ed.)" by K.A. Linde (Red Tower)
9. "The Ashes & the Star-Cursed King" by Carissa Broadbent (Bramble)
10. "James" by Percival Everett (Doubleday)
11. "Horror Movie" by Paul Tremblay (Morrow)
12. "The Rom-Commers" by Katherine Center (St. Martin's) 
13. "A Calamity of Souls" by David Baldacci (Grand Central)
14. "Clete" by James Lee Burke (Atlantic Monthly)
15. "Tom Clancy: Act of Defiance" by Andrews/Wilson (Putnam)
_____
HARDCOVER NON-FICTION
1. "The War on Warriors" by Pete Hegseth (Broadside)

    


2. "The Demon of Unrest" by Erik Larson (Crown)
3. "The Anxious Generation" by Jonathan Haidt (Penguin Press)
4. "The Situation Room" by George Stephanopoulos (Grand Central)
5. "Right Thing, Right Now" by Ryan Holiday (Portfolio)
6. "Nothing to Fear" by Julie McFadden (TarcherPerigee)


7. "When the Sea Came Alive" by Garrett M. Graff (Avid Reader)
8. "What This Comedian Said Will Shock You" by Bill Maher (Simon & Schuster)
9. "The Friday Afternoon Club" by Griffin Dunne (Penguin Press) 
10. "Reversing Alzheimer's" by Heather Sandison (Harper)

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

11. "There Are Dads Way Worse Than You" by Boozan/Witte (Workman)
12. "How Leaders Learn" by David Novak (Harvard Business Review)
13. "Just Add Water" by Katie Ledecky (Simon & Schuster)
14. "The New Menopause" by Mary Claire Haver (Rodale)
15. "Good Energy" Casey Means (Avery)
____
TRADE PAPERBACK BESTSELLERS
1. "The Housemaid Is Watching" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
2. "Not in Love" by Ali Hazelwood (Berkley)
3. "This Summer Will Be Different" by Carley Fortune (Berkley)

    


4. "Leather & Lark" by Brynne Weaver (Slowburn)
5. "The Housemaid's Secret" by Freida McFadden (Mobius)
6. "Just for the Summer" by Abby Jimenez (Forever)
7. "Happy Place" by Emily Henry (Berkley)
8. "Butcher & Blackbird" by Brynne Weaver (Slowburn)
9. "The Inmate" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
10. "The Teacher" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
11. "Never Lie" by Freida McFadden (Poisoned Pen)
12. "King of Sloth" by Ana Huang (Bloom)
13. "Super Fan-Tastic Taylor Swift Coloring & Activity Bookl" by Jessica Kendall (Design Originals)
14. "When the Moon Hatched" by Sarah A. Parker (Avon)
15. "The Measure" by Nikki Erlick (Morrow)
_____
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- A Swiss museum on Thursday pulled down five paintings, including a van Gogh and a Monet, after the foundation that owns them called for a deeper look at their origins following new U.S. guidelines on how to handle artworks once confiscated by the Nazis. 
The Foundation E.G. Buhrle Collection, which owns the works formerly shown at the Kunsthaus Zurich museum, said it was looking to reach a "fair and equitable solution" with the legal successors of the former owners, who were not identified. 
The foundation's board called for a new assessment of the works under new "Best Practices" published by the U.S. State Department in March on how to deal with Nazi-confiscated art, as an upgrade to principles adopted in 1998.
"This is an important step in implementing the new Best Practices, now endorsed by 24 countries, including Switzerland," Stuart Eizenstat, U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken's special adviser on Holocaust issues and a key architect of the principles, said in an email.

    


The works include the oil paintings "Jardin de Monet a Giverny" by Claude Monet from 1895, and "Der alte Turm" by Vincent van Gogh, of 1884. The other three are 19th-century works by French painters Gustave Courbet, Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec and Paul Gauguin.




A sixth painting, Edouard Manet's "La Sultane," was also considered as "a case deserving particular attention," the foundation said in a statement last Friday. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The foundation said it was ready to make a financial contribution to the estate of Max Silberberg, a German Jew and art collector who died with his wife at the Nazi death camp in Auschwitz, in connection with the Manet out of respect to his "tragic destiny." 
Buhrle, a German-born industrialist and weapons manufacturer who became Swiss in the late 1930s, oversaw a company that supplied the Axis powers including Nazi Germany, the foundation said. 

    


Its collection of 203 works, given as a permanent loan to the Zurich museum in October 2021, is "one of the world's most important collections of Impressionism with world-famous works by Van Gogh, Renoir, Cezanne, Manet, etc.," the foundation said.
It said it has no reason to believe that other works in the collection fall under the scope of the "best practices," but it will assess any new findings from previously undiscovered sources along with museum curators.
The foundation has issued a list of all 633 works that the industrialist acquired between 1936 and 1956, and says a review of the origins of those works was updated last year. The five works were pulled down as part of a new assessment.
After World War II, Douglas Cooper, a British army officer and art connoisseur, was asked by the Allies to investigate the disappearance of thousands of artworks. In a report that was declassified in Washington in 1975, Cooper identified Buhrle as the largest Swiss buyer of art taken by the Nazis. 
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Actor Ian McKellen is resting, taking light exercise and undergoing physiotherapy after spending three nights in the hospital after he toppled off a London stage during a fight scene earlier this week.
The 85-year-old veteran actor thanked the public for their many messages of support following his fall at the Noel Coward Theatre on Monday. An understudy, David Semark, will take his place in "Player Kings'' during the production's final London dates, a statement sent on McKellen's behalf by his publicist Clair Dobbs said Thursday.
The play is an adaptation of William Shakespeare's two "Henry IV" history plays, directed by Robert Icke. Several performances were canceled after the incident.
"The many messages of love and support will, I am sure, aid the speedy recovery that my doctors have promised me," the statement said.
McKellen, who played Gandalf in the "Lord of the Rings," is one of Britain's most acclaimed Shakespearean actors, with roles including Richard III, Macbeth and King Lear.
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    [image: Japan's Emperor Naruhito speaks during a press conference at the Imperial Palace in advance of his visit to Britain, Wednesday, June 19, 2024, in Tokyo. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, Pool)]
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                                        TOKYO (AP) -- Japan's Emperor Naruhito said Wednesday he is "delighted" to finally be able to visit Britain after the trip was delayed by several years due to the COVID-19 pandemic. He said he looks forward to rekindling his friendship with the British royal family and exploring Oxford, where he studied about 40 years ago.
Naruhito and his wife, Empress Masako, will make a weeklong visit to Britain starting Saturday. The trip was originally planned for 2020 at the invitation of the late Queen Elizabeth II as the first of his overseas visits after his ascension to the Chrysanthemum Throne in 2019. 
"I'm truly delighted to be able to make a visit to Britain this time," Naruhito told reporters ahead of the June 22-29 trip. The emperor said he regretted that they could not make the trip while Queen Elizabeth was alive.
"Through our upcoming visit, I would like to reflect on the long history of exchanges fostered between Japan and Britain," Naruhito said. He hoped to nurture the friendship with King Charles III and Queen Camilla and other members of Britain's royal family, and boost relations between the two sides through meetings and exchanges.

    


Naruhito thanked King Charles III for accommodating the visit while he recovers from cancer treatment. He wished both Charles and Catherine, the Princess of Wales, who is also undergoing cancer treatment, a speedy recovery.




Japan's imperial family has had close relations with Britain's royal family for three generations starting from his grandfather, late Emperor Hirohito.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Naruhito acknowledged that there had been difficult times when Japan and Britain fought on opposing sides during World War II, but he said Japan has since focused on peace and prosperity on the global stage. Japan and Britain have developed strong ties in areas from the economy to science and technology and culture, he said.

    


The trip includes a visit to Oxford University, where both he and Masako studied separately before their marriage. Naruhito said he looks forward to returning to Oxford and exploring the city with his wife together for the first time.
Naruhito researched the 18th-century Thames River transport system while at Merton College from 1983 to 1985. 
The emperor recalled the late queen serving him tea at Buckingham Palace when he visited London in 1983. He also fondly remembered being invited to a barbecue with the queen and other royals, and going fly fishing in Scotland with then-Prince Charles. 
During his upcoming trip, Naruhito will visit the Thames Barrier, pay respects to the grave of the Unknown Warrior in Westminster Abby, lay flowers at the tombs of Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Philip at the King George VI Chapel in Windsor, and visit the Royal Botanic Gardens in Kew, among other activities.
The couple has a relatively relaxed schedule in part due to considerations for Masako, who is still recovering from the stress-induced conditions she developed soon after she giving birth to the couple's only child, Princess Aiko and amid pressure to have a son to continue Japan's male-only imperial succession.
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                    Pharrell's latest collection for Louis Vuitton - called "Le Monde est a Vous" - featured tailoring, luggage and Sabrina Carpenter, Alicia Vikander and Michael Fassbender in the front row. (June 19)
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    [image: A model wears a creation as part of the Louis Vuitton Spring Summer 2025 collection, that was presented in Paris, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (Photo by Vianney Le Caer/Invision/AP)]
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- With just over a month before the Paris Olympics, Louis Vuitton celebrated the beauty of humans and their skin in a star-studded menswear showcase at the headquarters of U.N. cultural agency UNESCO in Paris. Models wearing garb in all the hues of human flesh paraded around a giant globe on grass patterned in Vuitton's signature Damier check, creating a visual symphony of diversity.
Here are some highlights of spring 2025 shows:
Vuitton's human
"It was an homage to human beings," said menswear designer Pharrell Williams, who name-checked the Summer Olympics, for a show that felt like a journey across continents against a backdrop of the Eiffel Tower and a giant shell globe. "It went from black to dark brown to brown to light brown to beige, a little bit of gray ... and then finally to white," the singer-turned-couturier said of the spring display.

    


The spectacular collection prominently featured checks in shades of green, blue and black, drawing inspiration from the designs of Air Afrique luggage. The airline, which operated from the 1960s for decades, has become a symbol of diasporic creativity, according to Vuitton. With contributions from creatives like Lamine Diaoune and Djiby Kebe, Williams infused the collection with a sense of global unity.




Inspired by the U.N. cultural headquarters populated with ambassadors, Williams explored various archetypes. The diplomat was featured in deep, rich tones of 1970s-inflected tailoring. The explorer appeared in sturdy yet stylish outerwear, including utility jackets and vests. The dandy, another key figure, strutted down the Damier-check grass runway in jackets and coats adorned with rhinestones and pearl embroidery.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Set against a dramatic sky, with shifting clouds and fluttering world flags, the collection's progression of colors mirrored the diversity of the models, moving from darker to lighter tones in multicultural harmony. This theme extended to the garments, which included pixelated python skin patterns and world maps centered on Africa. A reinterpretation of the Damier pattern featured pale brown checks with multicolored accents. Soccer ball leather designs paid tribute to the world's favorite sport.

    


The show, which was neat and saleable, blended complexity with apparent simplicity -- amid the richness of the diaspora. 
Enamel maps were embedded in buttons, and the LV logo appeared subtly embossed on materials. Intricate details like black-on-black embroidery and crystal and pearl accents added layers of sophistication. Elsewhere, vintage-inspired designs in soft leather had oversized monogram patterns and aged leather trims. 
Once again, the celebrity designer made the show almost more about the act of putting on a spectacle, rather than a showcase for clothes. This appears to be the zeitgeist. Among the stars applauding were Alicia Vikander and Michael Fassbender.
Speaking about the tumult of the world currently, and the prevalence of the world's flags around the U.N. building representing some nations at loggerheads or worse, Pharrell said that he would "never dare to think (this show) could be a reason for people to come together. But to present that notion (of peace) and to present the possibility in a poetic way, is the only thing that we can do."

    


Kenzo's Jungle
Coarse golden sand around a frothing fountain in the storied courtyards of Paris' Palais Royal --a stone's throw from the brand's foundational boutique -- set the scene for Nigo's latest co-ed show for Kenzo. As the sun was setting, what could have been a more delightful place for his latest showcase? Just over two years after his history-making moment as the house's first Japanese designer since its late founder Kenzo Takada, Nigo returned to the brand's roots with a vibrant and culturally rich collection.
Inspired by Kenzo's love for Henri Rousseau's jungle paintings, Nigo used these motifs as prints on several looks -- including on loose suit jackets and pants. The result? A seamless fusion of Eastern and Western influences that has become signature.

    


Fashion insiders delighted when a cuddly toy -- a stuffed tiger -- appeared perched on a model's shoulder. This kitsch moment of questionable genius saw Nigo cleverly reinterpreting Rousseau's masterpiece, which depicted the big cat.
Urban vests adorned with colored flower gemstones that resembled insects, urban neon hoods, metallic net bags, and a sheath featuring an Asian garden scene around the Eiffel Tower further showcased Nigo's innovative use of fabrics, textures -- and tongue-in-cheek humor. Designs elsewhere merged streetwear with luxury fashion, but one question persists of aesthetic: There's a lot of funk with Nigo, but is there enough finesse?
There are more important issues. As the luxury industry continues to grapple with issues of racism and diversity, Louis Vuitton menswear designer Pharrell Williams stood out as one of the few front row guests to give Nigo a standing ovation. It was a poignant moment.

    


Saunders' thespian melting pot
Bianca Saunders' models trod the broads for a spring collection Wednesday that riffed on the boho thespian -- all upon an old-school bricked runway.
This latest collection by the British-Jamaican designer, known for her digital-first approach and inclusive designs, showcased her signature blend of minimalism and cultural references. 
Pantomime-style boots in soft leather and plimsoll-style shoes fused with unexpected, haphazard touches and flashes of eye-popping blue created a melting pot feel. It was like a theater casting director had opened a chic dressing-up box. These elements highlighted Saunders' ability to mix tradition with modernity, a theme she consistently explores.
A blue mesh onesie and cap added an urban touch while playing on the theatricality present throughout the collection. Similarly, a satin blue foulard T-shirt shimmered beautifully with its generous proportions, emphasizing Saunders' knack for innovative use of textures and fabrics.
Netted bobble hats were a perfect archetype of the spring fare -- part East London net shopping bag, part Old Master artist. This clever use of materials and accessories is a testament to Saunders' commitment to sustainability, often utilizing deadstock fabrics from platforms like Nona Source and materials from Positive Materials and Isko.
At times, Saunders seemed to align with fashion brand Loewe's latest aesthetics, yet she maintained her distinct identity through her cultural references and innovative approach to menswear. 
Mystical meets modern at Undercover
Crowns of golden thorns, sandals, and loose tunic-like jackets added a mystical quality to Undercover's spring. Designer Jun Takahashi masterfully blended high fashion with streetwear. The show, a spectacle of contrasts, felt both ancient and modern, drawing on the designer's knack for hybridization.
Loose silhouettes, distressed and deconstructed, paraded down the runway, effortlessly combining the avant-garde with the wearable. Though layered and busy, ensembles maintained a visual coherence that showcased Takahashi's meticulous approach to construction. His ability to mix familiar wardrobe staples imaginatively was on full display, from rough cotton and linens to striking prints.
Veils and lace adornments around the neck added an ethereal touch, evoking a sense of spiritual journey, while historic trains on some garments straddled both urban and Renaissance. Hoods on tracksuits, reminiscent of Mary Magdalene, yet infused with hip-hop mystique, showcased the designer's ability to draw from diverse cultural symbols.
A pleated printed skirt celebrated the passion of the nonbinary, further emphasizing Takahashi's commitment to inclusivity in fashion.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/paris-menswear-vuitton-pharrell-fashion-unesco-olympics-ac99d753ac8df9b73ef6d5b76e7de9b8
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    [image: Inductee Timbaland performs at the Songwriters Hall of Fame Induction and Awards Gala at the New York Marriott Marquis Hotel on Thursday, June 13, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)]
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[image: Swizz Beatz, left, and Alicia Keys attend the Gordon Parks Foundation Gala at Cipriani 42nd Street on Tuesday, May 21, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)]
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Swizz Beatz and Timbaland are bringing the "Verzuz" series back with a new major platform for viewers to watch musicians face off in a song-against-song battle.
The legendary producers announced Wednesday that Verzuz cemented an exclusive partnership for independent distribution with the social media site X.
Swizz Beatz said he's looking forward to the new chapter for Verzuz, which became popular during the coronavirus pandemic. 
"Not only are we excited to have Verzuz on X, we're excited to help X build the biggest entertainment company in the world," he said in statement before he thanked several X executives including owner Elon Musk for believing in their vision. "We can't wait to get back to work."
Both companies agreed on a "mutually beneficial alliance" where Swizz Beatz and Timbaland maintain full ownership and creative control, while X receives exclusive distribution rights. 

    


Timbaland said he's thrilled to expand their viewership through X, which has more than 300 millions monthly active users. Viewers will be able to watch "Verzuz" for free.
"Our goal has always been to bring Verzuz to the world which we can now do bigger than ever," he said.




"Verzuz" came to life in 2020 after a friendly competition between Swizz Beatz and Timbaland on social media started off to entertain homebound fans during the pandemic. But their platform eventually evolved into a place where some of music's biggest stars competed against each other in the same fashion.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The series had grown from a novel event to bridging music's past and present. It began on Instagram Live to having in-person battles in front of an audience.
Some of the most epic battles have included John Legend vs. Alicia Keys, Erykah Badu vs. Jill Scott, Gladys Knight vs. Patti LaBelle, Gucci Mane vs. Jeezy, Brandy vs. Monica and Snoop Dogg vs. DMX. An April battle between Babyface vs. Teddy Riley ended abruptly due to audio issues but was completed another night.

    


The series was acquired by Triller in 2021, but Swizz Beatz and Timbaland sued the social video platform company for breach of contract. The producers settled with Triller in 2022.
"Our platform stands at the forefront of innovation, and Verzuz defines the essence of an innovative content experience," said X CEO Linda Yaccarino. "As we continue to work with the most exciting voices to bring premium content to X, there is no better fit than this series."
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    [image: This image released by A24 shows filmmaker Annie Baker on the set of "Janet Planet." (Claire Folger/A24 via AP)]
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[image: This image released by A24 shows Julianne Nicholson, left, and Zoe Ziegler in a scene from "Janet Planet." (A24 via AP)]
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[image: This image released by A24 shows filmmaker Annie Baker, left, with actor Julianne Nicholson on the set of "Janet Planet." (Claire Folger/A24 via AP)]
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[image: FILE - Annie Baker, winner of the 2014 Pulitzer Prize for Drama, poses for a photo during the award's ceremony at Columbia University in New York on May 28, 2014. (AP Photo/Jason DeCrow, File)]
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[image: FILE - Actors Julianne Nicholson, from left, Zoe Ziegler and director Annie Baker attend the premiere for "Janet Planet" at Alice Tully Hall during the 61st New York Film Festival on Sunday, Oct. 8, 2023, in New York. (Photo by Andy Kropa/Invision/AP, File)]
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[image: Julianne Nicholson, left, and Annie Baker attend a screening of "Janet Planet" at Metrograph on Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)]
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Julianne Nicholson, left, and Annie Baker attend a screening of "Janet Planet" at Metrograph on Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in New York. (Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Annie Baker has been hailed as one of the preeminent voices of her generation, but the movies have long lingered in her mind and in her work.
In her play, "The Flick," a trio of workers clean up between showings at a smalltown arthouse theater. In "The Antipodes," a writers room brainstorming session grows increasingly abstract but has the conference-room shape and mostly male composition of a Hollywood pitch meeting.
Now, Baker, 43, has made a film. It's a first-time feature but, thrillingly, the evident product of a masterful dramatic veteran. For Baker, it's less a new beginning than the realization of a long deferred dream. When Baker moved to New York to attend college, she did it, she says, "to be as near as many movie theaters as possible." 
She nearly applied to film school but opted instead to study dramatic writing. Her career as a playwright took off. Her first play, "Body Awareness," won an Obie Award in 2009, as did her follow-up, "The Aliens." Baker adapted "Uncle Vanya" in 2012 and, in 2014, won the Pulitzer for "The Flick." In 2017, she was named a MacArthur Fellow.

    


Occasionally, Baker tried her hand at screenwriting. But being a celebrated American playwright tends to be a full-time gig. Movies faded as a possibility.


"I decided around 38 or 39 that it was never going to happen and I was going to be OK with it," Baker said in a recent interview over lunch at the Chelsea Hotel in Manhattan. "I remember saying it out loud to someone. I think I said: 'I'm just not going to get to direct a movie in this life.'"

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But almost as soon as Baker made that pronouncement, fate intervened. On Friday, A24 will release Baker's debut, "Janet Planet," about a single mother named Janet (Julianne Nicholson) living in 1990s Western Massachusetts with her 11-year-old daughter, Lacy (Zoe Ziegler).

    


"It's been a lesson throughout my whole career. You just have to let go of ambition and start working from another place inside of yourself," Baker says. "I do wonder if saying it out loud enabled me to do it."
"Janet Planet" is a cinematic experience as precisely attuned to daily rhythms as Baker's stage work is. The film's perspective is largely from that of Lacy, whose watchful eyes follow a string of her mother's relationships as they pass through their home. As in Baker's plays, little may be appearing to happen but the sense that something profound is transpiring under the surface is palpable. In an unspoken coming of age, Lacy begins to see her mom less as a lofty parental figure and more as a regular person.
"I don't have nostalgia for that time period. I find it aesthetically interesting, but I don't have a romantic take on it," says Baker. "I feel like the movie has a lot of mild dread in it."
"Janet Planet" isn't strictly autobiographical but it draws heavily from Baker's own childhood growing up with her divorced mother in Amherst. Baker's film, shot in Western Massachusetts, is also authentically woodsy. Just as several of her plays -- including the Vermont-set "Body Awareness" -- have sought to capture quotidian lives and subtle social shifts in smalltown New England, Baker resolved that she would make "Janet Planet" in rural Massachusetts -- or she wouldn't make it, at all.

    


Drawing such a line, when it's typically cheaper to shoot closer to New York City, can be risky. But just as Baker writes plays with specific actors in mind, like Matthew Maher for "The Flick," she figured she would do the same for movie locations.
"It's scary when you're making your first movie to be like, 'No,' because the movie might not happen if you say no too much," says Baker. "Now when you see the movie, you know you couldn't shoot that in Mamaroneck."
For Nicholson, the location and subject matter of "Janet Planet" was eerily close to home, too. From the ages of 7 to 11, she lived in nearby Montague. She was a camp counselor in Goshen.
"The whole summer blew my mind," says Nicholson. "I can't even go too deep into because I'll literally burst into tears. It just felt so huge at every turn to be walking these places that were so formative."

    


Nicholson, who brings her typically radiant naturalism to the role, found herself thinking less about her mother, a herbalist, than some of the other women in her mother's life.
"There were people in that world much more lonely or seeking meaning, connection," says Nicholson. "I remember even as a kid recognizing people who felt lost. And Janet feels a little bit lost."
In her plays, Baker is renown for exquisite stillness and artfully timed pauses, a sensibility that's earned her comparisons to Pinter and Chekhov. The script to her play "The Aliens" opens with explicit instructions on the length of silences. "At least a third -- if not half -- of this play is silence," she wrote.

    


Part of the excitement of "Janet Planet" is seeing how Baker's keen sense of time and rhythm gets applied in a new medium. Baker holds some shots long. To capture the nature sounds around the house they were filming in, Baker and her sound designer kept a microphone recording nonstop for two straight weeks. Nicholson says that stillness and in-between moments were encouraged, but "there isn't a word or bit of punctuation in the movie that wasn't in the script."
"I'm going to make theater for the rest of my life. I love both forms equally and never want to stop making both of them," says Baker. "Once you really get your hands in both mediums, you can really feel palpably how different they are. It's not an intellectual thing anymore. Directing a movie made me really excited to write my next play."
It's clear speaking to Baker, a passionate cinephile who drew inspiration for "Janet Planet" from the films of Maurice Pialat and Apichatpong Weerasethakul, that she's galvanized from her first hands-on exploration of a new medium, and eager to go further.
Not that there weren't challenges. The relentless demands of directing a movie -- from preproduction through editing -- was a fresh experience for Baker. Not everything could be controlled. A mistake by a 16mm film processing lab ruined a portion of the movie.
"It was the hardest thing I've done," says Baker, sounding more energized by film's difficulties than lamenting them. "People complain about theater tech and it's like five days of 10-hour days. I'll never complain about tech again."
Baker wasn't new to film sets. Her husband, the academic Nico Baumbach, is brother to the director Noah Baumbach (Baker appears in his 2014 film "While We're Young" ). Greta Gerwig is her sister in law. Whether those affiliations leant anything to her experience making "Janet Planet," Baker declined to say.
Baker recoils, generally, from drawing direct lines between herself and her work. She picked out a hillside for "Janet Planet," she says, not because she ran down it as a child but for its "witchy" quality. To hear Baker discuss it, writing a play or making "Janet Planet" is more about the evolution she undergoes in transforming memory into something outside of her, into something else.
"I do have some selective amnesia with everything I write where I can't quite remember why I wrote it or who I was when I wrote it," Baker explains. "There's some sort of way I work through things through my work - my own crises and questioning. And when I'm done, I never think about it again.
"Whatever I wrote the play about is a skin I get to shed," Baker says just before she departs. "Maybe that's why I do it."
___
Follow AP Film Writer Jake Coyle at: http://x.com/jakecoyleAP
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[image: Stanley Meador, Special Agent in Charge of the FBI Richmond Field Office, right, speaks during a news conference concerning the 1996 murders of Laura "Lollie" Winans and Julianne "Julie" Williams at a campsite in the Shenandoah national park, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Richmond, Va. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)]
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[image: Christopher Kavanaugh, left, U.S. Attorney for the Western District of Virginia, gestures as Stanley Meador, right, Special Agent in Charge of the FBI Richmond Field Office, listens during a news conference concerning the 1996 murders of Laura "Lollie" Winans and Julianne "Julie" Williams at a campsite in the Shenandoah national park, Thursday, June 20, 2024, in Richmond, Va. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)]
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[image: An imagenis displayed during a news conference concerning the 1996 murders of Laura "Lollie" Winans and Julianne "Julie" Williams at a campsite in the Shenandoah national park, Thursday Jun. 20, 2024, in Richmond, Va. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)]
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[image: An image is displayed during a news conference concerning the 1996 murders of Laura "Lollie" Winans and Julianne "Julie" Williams at a campsite in the Shenandoah national park, Thursday Jun. 20, 2024, in Richmond, Va. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)]
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                                        RICHMOND, Va. (AP) -- Nearly three decades after two young women were found with their throats slashed in Virginia's Shenandoah National Park, federal authorities announced Thursday that they have identified a now-deceased serial rapist from Ohio as the person they believe was responsible for the killings. 
The bodies of Julianne "Julie" Williams, 24, and her partner, Laura "Lollie" Winans, 26, were found bound and gagged at their campsite in the park in 1996. The killings sent a wave of fear through the LGBTQ+ community, but the FBI said during a news conference Thursday that there is no evidence that the women were targeted because of their sexual orientation.
The long-unsolved killings were reviewed by a new investigative team starting in 2021, said Stanley Meador, the Special Agent in Charge of the Richmond FBI office. Recently, a private lab pulled DNA from several pieces of evidence from the crime scene and sent the genetic profile to the FBI's Combined DNA Index System, a database used by law enforcement agencies to match DNA to a criminal suspect. 

    


They got a positive match to Walter "Leo" Jackson Sr., a convicted rapist originally from the Cleveland, Ohio, area. Meador said the FBI then got DNA from the original swab taken from Jackson when he was charged in another rape in Ohio, which confirmed the match. He said the recent DNA testing found there is only a one in 2.6 trillion chance that the DNA found at the crime scene came from someone other than Jackson.




This week, FBI officials were able to tell the families of the two women who they believe committed the killings, Meador said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"They've been seeking answers far too long." Meador said.
Jackson, who worked as a house painter, died in prison in 2018 in Cuyahoga County, Ohio, at age 70. He had served at least four separate prison terms after being convicted of kidnapping and multiple rapes and assaults.

    


The recent retesting of crime scene evidence showed that both Williams and Winans were sexually assaulted, said Christopher Kavanaugh, the U.S. Attorney for the Western District of Virginia. Kavanaugh said authorities investigated whether the rapes and killings could be considered hate crimes. But he said they found no evidence that Jackson knew of their sexual orientation or targeted them for that reason.
"Make no mistake, this crime was brutal, this crime was definitely hateful, nevertheless we do not have any evidence" that the crime was motivated by anti-gay bias, Kavanaugh said.
Authorities were vague when asked whether the same DNA testing could have been done years ago and identified the suspect earlier.
In 2001, authorities arrested another man in the killings. Darrell David Rice, a computer programmer from Maryland, was charged with capital murder, and authorities alleged that he selected Williams and Winans because of his hatred of women and gay people.
Rice had pleaded guilty in 1998 in the attempted abduction of a female bicyclist he tried to force into his truck, also in Shenandoah National Park. He was serving an 11-year prison sentence when he was charged with killing WIlliams and Winans. The charges were eventually dropped after forensic testing showed that hairs found at the crime scene ruled him out as a possible suspect.

    


Williams, who was from St. Cloud, Minnesota, and Winans, who grew up in Grosse Pointe, Michigan, were both experienced hikers and were passionate about environmental issues, Kavanaugh said. They were hiking with a golden retriever named Taj when they were last seen by park personnel on May 24, 1996. Their bodies were discovered on June 1, 1996, at their campsite near Skyline Resort.
Meador said the FBI is continuing to work with other law enforcement agencies to determine if Jackson is responsible for other unsolved crimes.
"Our investigation will not stop," he said.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/shenandoah-national-park-1996-killings-two-women-7415eb2d2194688f58e26f952e75e3e0



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Biden administration old-growth forest proposal doesn't ban logging, but still angers industry | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Biden administration old-growth forest proposal doesn't ban logging, but still angers industry

    Biden administration old-growth forest proposal doesn't ban logging, but still angers industry

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - Climbing assistant Lawrence Schultz ascends the Three Sisters sequoia tree during an Archangel Ancient Tree Archive expedition to plant sequoia seedlings on Oct. 26, 2021, in Sequoia Crest, Calif. The Biden administration on Thursday, June 20, 2024 advanced its proposal to protect old growth trees that are increasingly threatened by insects, disease and wildfires as climate change worsens. (AP Photo/Noah Berger, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this Aug. 24, 2020 photo, fire burns in the hollow of an old-growth redwood tree in Big Basin Redwoods State Park, Calif. The Biden administration is advancing its plan to restrict logging within old growth forests that are increasingly threatened by climate change, with an environmental review of the proposal expected to be publicized Friday. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez, File)]
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[image: FILE - In this Aug. 24, 2020 photo, fire burns in the hollow of an old-growth redwood tree in Big Basin Redwoods State Park, Calif. The Biden administration is advancing its plan to restrict logging within old growth forests that are increasingly threatened by climate change, with an environmental review of the proposal expected to be publicized Friday. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez, File)]
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                                        BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) -- The Biden administration is advancing its plan to restrict logging within old-growth forests that are increasingly threatened by climate change, with exceptions that include cutting trees to make forests less susceptible to wildfires, according to a U.S. government analysis obtained by The Associated Press.
The analysis, which is expected to be published Friday, shows that officials intend to reject a blanket prohibition on old-growth logging that's long been sought by some environmentalists. Officials concluded that such a sweeping ban would make it harder to thin forests to better protect communities against wildfires that have grown more severe as the planet has warmed.
"To ensure the longevity of old-growth forests, we're going to have to take proactive management to protect against wildfire and insects and disease," Forest Service Deputy Chief Chris French told the AP. Without some thinning allowed on these forests, he said there is a risk of losing more trees. 

    


The exceptions under which logging would be allowed are unlikely to placate the timber industry and Republicans in Congress, who have pushed back against any new restrictions. French asserted that the impacts on timber companies would be minimal.




"There's so little timber sales that occur right now in old-growth ... that the overall effects are very small," French said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The U.S. timber industry employs about 860,000 people, which is about 30% fewer than in 2001, according to government data. Much of their work shifted in recent years to timber from private and state lands, after harvests from national forests dropped sharply beginning in the 1990s due to new policies, changing lumber markets and other factors.
The proposed changes on old-growth mark a shift for an agency that has historically promoted logging. They're expected to be finalized before Democratic President Joe Biden's term ends in January, and they come after he issued a 2022 executive order that directed the U.S. Department of Agriculture to identify old-growth forests across the nation and devise ways to conserve them.

    


That order touched off a flurry of disagreement over what fits under the definition of old-growth and how those trees should be managed. 
Old-growth forests, such as the storied giant sequoia stands of Northern California, have layer upon layer of undisturbed trees and vegetation. There's wide consensus on the importance of preserving them -- both symbolically as marvels of nature, and more practically because their trunks and branches store large amounts of carbon that can be released when forests burn, adding to climate change.
Underlining the urgency of the issue are wildfires that killed thousands of giant sequoias in recent years.
Most old-growth forests across the U.S. were lost to logging as the nation developed over the past few centuries. Yet pockets of ancient trees remain, scattered across the U.S. including in California, the Pacific Northwest and areas of the Rocky Mountains. Larger expanses of old growth survive in Alaska, such as within the Tongass National Forest.

    


Old-growth timber harvests in the Tongass were limited in 2021 to small commercial sales. Those would no longer occur under the administration's proposal.
The new analysis follows a separate report on threats to old-growth forests that was finalized last week. It concluded that wildfires, insects and disease have been the main killers of old-growth trees since 2000, accounting for almost 1,400 square miles (3,600 square kilometers) of losses.
By contrast, logging on federal lands cut down about 14 square miles (36 square kilometers) of old-growth forests. That figure has been seized on by timber industry representatives who argue that further restrictions aren't needed.
"A binding restriction on timber harvest is not where their priority ought to be," said Bill Imbergamo, of the Federal Forest Resource Coalition, an industry group. He added that exceptions by federal officials to allow some logging could be challenged in court, which could tie up even small logging projects that are focused on reducing wildfire risks.

    


Environmentalists have urged the administration to go even further as they seek to stop logging projects on federal lands in Oregon, South Dakota, Montana, Idaho and other states. 
Jamie Williams, president of The Wilderness Society, said the proposal was "a step in the right direction."
"But it must go further to protect and restore resilient old-growth forests in a way that meets the challenges of the changing climate," he added. 
Government inventories have identified about 50,000 square miles (130,000 square kilometers) of old-growth forests in federal lands across the U.S. and 125,000 square miles (320,000 square kilometers) of mature forests that haven't yet reached old-growth status. That includes land overseen by the Forest Service and the Bureau of Land Management, which in April adopted a rule intended to put conservation on equal footing with extractive industries such as logging and energy development.

    


Environmentalists lobbied unsuccessfully for the Forest Service to extend its old-growth logging restrictions to mature forests. That means those forests remain exposed to potential commercial logging, said Blaine Miller McFeeley, of the environmental group EarthJustice.
"If you don't have protections for mature trees, there will never be a new cohort of old-growth," he said.
Under former President Donald Trump, federal officials sought to open up huge areas of West Coast forests to potential logging. Federal wildlife officials reversed the move in 2021 after determining that political appointees under Trump relied on faulty science to justify drastically shrinking areas of forest that are considered crucial habitats for the imperiled northern spotted owl.
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                                        MORRILTON, Ark. (AP) -- An Alabama man wanted in connection with homicides in Oklahoma and Alabama was apprehended Thursday in Arkansas after a search that spanned multiple southern states, Arkansas State Police said. 
Stacy Lee Drake, 50, was taken into custody around 10 a.m. in a wooded area in Morrilton, state police said. He was taken into custody "without incident," the agency said in a brief statement. 
Drake is wanted in connection with homicides and carjackings in Oklahoma, Arkansas State Police said. They said he's also wanted on other felony warrants from multiple jurisdictions on charges including aggravated robbery, carjacking and murder. 
A man and a woman were found dead inside a business near Gans, Oklahoma, near the Arkansas state line, the Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation said. Both had injuries consistent with homicide, and the agency said Drake is a person of interest. 

    


Arkansas authorities initially said Drake was wanted in three Oklahoma homicides, but OSBI spokesperson Hunter McKee said Thursday that Drake has been connected only to the two in the Gans area. 
"We're still investigating what else the suspect might have been involved in," McKee said, but he added that Drake was not wanted for any other Oklahoma slayings. 




The bodies of the two victims were sent to the state medical examiner for identification and to determine the causes of their deaths, the OSBI said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Drake's last known address was in Birmingham, Alabama. He was being held Thursday in the Conway County Detention Center in Arkansas. 
In Alabama, Drake is accused of killing Russell Andrews on May 14, according to the Tuscaloosa County Sheriff's Office. Capt. Jack Kennedy of the Tuscaloosa Violent Crimes Unit said there is a warrant for Drake on a murder charge. News outlets reported that Andrews, 62, was found dead inside the Alcoholic Anonymous building. 
Tuscaloosa authorities said Andrews' vehicle was stolen when he was killed and hours later was picked up by cameras travelling along an interstate near the Arkansas-Oklahoma border. 
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    [image: SLED Senior Agent Richard 'Cole' Powell is embraced by teammate Lt. Keith Thrower during a memorial service for Powel's K9 partner, Coba, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024, Columbia, S.C. (Tracy Glantz/The State via AP)]
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[image: Senior Agent Richard 'Cole' Powell walks with the remains of his K9 partner Coba, after a memorial service for Coba on Wednesday, June 19, 2024, Columbia, S.C. With Powell are his wife, Alex and children Kinley, 1, and CJ, 4. (Tracy Glantz/The State via AP)]
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[image: In a photo released by the Richland County Sheriff's Department, Richland County deputy Zaid Abdullah and his police dog Wick are seen in this undated photo. Wick was struck by a car and killed on Thursday June 20, 2024, while chasing a suspect in Columbia, S.C. (Richland County Sheriff's Department via AP)]
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[image: S.C. Gov. Henry McMaster presents SLED Senior Agent Richard 'Cole' Powell with an American Flag during a memorial service for Powell's K9 partner, Coba, on Wednesday, June 19, 2024, Columbia, S.C. (Tracy Glantz/The State via AP)]
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[image: Senior Agent Richard 'Cole' Powell walks with the remains of his K9 partner Coba, through a precession of law enforcement officers and their K9's during a memorial service for Coba on Wednesday, June 19, 2024, Columbia, S.C. With Powell are his wife, Alex and children Kinley, 1, and CJ, 4. (Tracy Glantz/The State via AP)]
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[image: Senior Agent Richard 'Cole' Powell walks with the remains of his K9 partner Coba, through a precession of law enforcement officers and their K9's during a memorial service for Coba on Wednesday, June 19, 2024, Columbia, S.C. With Powell are his wife, Alex and children Kinley, 1, and CJ, 4. (Tracy Glantz/The State via AP)]
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                                        COLUMBIA, S.C. (AP) -- For the second time this month, a police dog has been killed while trying to help arrest a suspect in South Carolina.
A Richland County Sheriff's Department dog named Wick was struck and killed by a car on Interstate 77 early Thursday when his leash broke and he chased a suspect who ran across the highway, Sheriff Leon Lott said.
Deputies had been chasing the suspect after discovering him driving a stolen car. He ran after officers flattened his tires using stop sticks, Lott said.
Wick's leash broke apart after he jumped over a barrier, something Lott said Thursday afternoon he has never heard happen to a police dog.
Investigators are still looking for the suspect, the sheriff said.
Wick was a 3-year-old Belgian Malinois and had worked with the sheriff's department for over a year.
Wick's body was draped in an American flag and dozens of officers, many with police dogs sitting by their sides, saluted as he was taken from an emergency vet to a funeral home in a procession Thursday morning.

    


At least six states, including South Carolina, had bills in their legislatures this year with stiffer penalties for hurting or killing police dogs, although critics of the proposals point out a long history of harassment involving police dogs in marginalized communities and serious dog-bite injuries during arrests.




Wick's death came just nine days after investigators said a State Law Enforcement Division police dog, Coba, was shot and killed as officers tried to arrest a suspect wanted for burglary in a Newberry County home.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The suspect in the shooting was then wounded by officers, authorities said.
State agents held a memorial service for Coba on Wednesday. 
Last September, another dog, Rico, was shot and killed on Johns Island by a hiding suspect wanted for randomly shooting at people at responding police officers the day before, investigators said.

    


Police dogs become part of their handlers' families and the law enforcement family. Their willingness to risk their lives so human officers can avoid threats deserves high commendation, said State Law Enforcement Division Chief Mark Keel, whose voice broke with emotion several times as he spoke about Coba on Wednesday. 
"These K-9s are fearless. And we in law enforcement introduce them and we deploy them into very dangerous situations. We deploy them into dark rooms and homes where we know people are hiding," Keel said.
Bagpipes played as the memorial service began. Gov. Henry McMaster was there to pay his respects, as he did at a service for Rico last October.
Photos of Coba were shown on a screen as soft music played -- the dog in a shopping cart, selfies with his handler agent Cole Powell, training shots as he attacked a heavily padded suspect, and a final snapshot of Powell on a knee, head bowed and his arm gently resting on Coba's body, draped with an American flag.
Powell said he was thankful for Coba's sacrifice and that his memories of the dog will last forever.
Police dogs become part of the fabric of a law enforcement team, Lt. Keith Thrower, who oversees the state agency's dog tracking team, said Wednesday.
"When he entered that house, Coba put himself between us and evil," Thrower said. "Evil didn't win that day because Coba was there to protect his teammates."
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    [image: Department of Justice attorneys leave the Edward A. Garmatz United States District Courthouse in Baltimore, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)]
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[image: FILE - The collapsed Francis Scott Key Bridge rests on the container ship Dali, May 12, 2024, in Baltimore, as seen from Riviera Beach, Md. Crew members on the cargo ship Dali can head home as soon as Thursday, June 20, 2024, under an agreement that allows lawyers to question them amid ongoing investigations into what led to the deadly collapse of Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein, File)]
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[image: Baltimore City attorneys Adam Levitt, left, and Diandra Debrasse, right, leave the Edward A. Garmatz United States District Courthouse in Baltimore, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)]
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[image: Baltimore City attorneys Adam Levitt, center, and Diandra Debrasse, right, leave the Edward A. Garmatz United States District Courthouse in Baltimore, Thursday, June 20, 2024, after a hearing confirming an agreement to allow crew members of the cargo ship Dali to debark the ship and return home amid ongoing investigations into the circumstances leading up to the deadly collapse of the Francis Scott Key Bridge. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough)]
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                                        BALTIMORE (AP) -- Crew members on the cargo ship Dali can head home as soon as Thursday under an agreement that allows lawyers to question them as part of investigations into the cause of the deadly collapse of Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge.
None of the crew members has been able to leave the U.S. since their ship lost power and crashed into one of the bridge's supporting columns on March 26.
Under the agreement, which was confirmed by U.S. District Judge James K. Bredar during a hearing Thursday, the crew can return home but must be available for depositions.
Attorneys had asked the judge Tuesday to prevent the roughly two dozen total crew members -- all hailing from India or Sri Lanka -- from leaving. Eight of the Dali's crew members were scheduled to return home, according to emails included in court filings. 
In the court filings, attorneys representing the City of Baltimore said the men should remain in the U.S. so they can be deposed in ongoing civil litigation to decide who is responsible for costs and damages resulting from the bridge collapse. Six construction workers were killed and most maritime traffic through Baltimore's busy port was temporarily halted.

    


"The crew consists entirely of foreign nationals who, of course, have critical knowledge and information about the events giving rise to this litigation," attorneys wrote. "If they are permitted to leave the United States, Claimants may never have the opportunity to question or depose them."




Attorney William H. "Billy" Murphy Jr., representing a claimant named Damon Davis, said the litigation over the bridge collapse "may be the most expensive maritime case in the history of the world."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Everybody is paying close attention to the details so that we can unravel all aspects of this and come up with a just result," Murphy said.
Seven attorneys represented the federal government at the hearing. Two lawyers who represented the Dali's owner ignored questions as they left the courthouse.

    


Lawrence B. Brennan, a longtime admiralty lawyer based in New Jersey, said these kinds of legal battles are not uncommon or even unprecedented.
"It's going to get complicated for a while," said Brennan, who previously worked for the Justice Department and is an adjunct law professor at Fordham University. "And I don't think anything is going to get resolved in the next few weeks or months, unless somebody decides it's in their best interest to pay off the case."
Brennan said it's important to complete the depositions soon to avoid stalling the case.
"We don't want to be talking these same issues two to three to four years from now," he said.
But he warned it can be hard to make witnesses comply with such an agreement once they have left the U.S.
"The promise to come back is hard to enforce," Brennan said. "So, if it isn't enforced, then the court has to decide what the consequences are. And usually that is punishment for the party who broke the agreement."
Darrell Wilson, a spokesperson for the ship's owner, said Tuesday evening that some crew members were scheduled to leave but he couldn't say when, and that others would remain to assist with the investigation. He also said he wasn't sure when the ship would leave Baltimore for Norfolk, Virginia, where it will receive extensive repairs.

    


The hulking container ship remained pinned amid the wreckage of the fallen bridge for almost two months while workers removed thousands and thousands of tons of mangled steel and concrete from the bottom of the Patapsco River at the entrance to Baltimore's harbor.
The ship's crew remained on board even when explosives were detonated to break apart fallen bridge trusses and free the vessel from a massive steel span that landed across its bow.
The ongoing civil litigation began with a petition from the ship's owner and manager, two Singapore-based companies, seeking to limit their legal liability for the deadly disaster.
A National Transportation Safety Board investigation found the ship experienced two power outages in the hours before it left the Port of Baltimore. In the moments before the bridge collapsed, it lost power again and veered off course. The agency is still investigating what caused the electrical failures.

    


The FBI also launched a criminal investigation.
According to the emails included in Tuesday's court filings, the eight crew members scheduled to return home have already been interviewed by Department of Justice investigators, and the department doesn't object to their departure. The crew members were flying out of Baltimore "likely on or about" Thursday, an attorney for the ship's owner and manager wrote.
___
Brumfield reported from Silver Spring, Maryland. Finley reported from Norfolk, Virginia. 
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                    New York Gov. Kathy Hochul on Thursday signed a bill that would allow parents to block their children from getting social media posts suggested by a platform's algorithm, a move to limit feeds critics argue are addictive. (AP produced by Javier Arciga)
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                                        New York Gov. Kathy Hochul on Thursday signed a bill that would allow parents to block their children from getting social media posts suggested by a platform's algorithm, a move to limit feeds critics argue are addictive.
Under the legislation, feeds on apps like TikTok and Instagram would be limited for people under age 18 to posts from accounts they follow, rather than content suggested by an automated algorithm. It would also block platforms from sending minors notifications on suggested posts between midnight and 6 a.m.
Both provisions could be turned off if a minor gets what the bill defines as "verifiable parental consent."
The law does not take effect immediately. State Attorney General Letitia James is now tasked with crafting rules to determine mechanisms for verifying a user's age and parental consent. After the rules are finalized, social media companies will have 180 days to implement the regulations.

    


"We can protect our kids. We can tell the companies that you are not allowed to do this, you don't have a right to do this, that parents should have say over their children's lives and their health, not you," Hochul, a Democrat, said at a bill signing ceremony in Manhattan. 




The signing is the first step in what is expected to be a drawn out process of rule making, and a probable lawsuit from social media companies to block the law.
NetChoice, a tech industry trade group that includes X and Meta, has criticized the legislation as unconstitutional.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This is an assault on free speech and the open internet by the State of New York," Carl Szabo, vice president and general counsel of NetChoice, said in a statement. "New York has created a way for the government to track what sites people visit and their online activity by forcing websites to censor all content unless visitors provide an ID to verify their age."
Most of the biggest social media platforms send users a steady stream of suggested videos, photographs and other content, using a computer to try and predict what will keep users entertained and engaged for as long as possible. The algorithms use a variety of factors to curate that content, including what a user has clicked on before and interests of other people with similar preferences.

    


The bill marks the latest attempt by a state to regulate social media as part of concerns over how children interact with the platforms.
California Gov. Gavin Newsom this week announced plans to work with the Legislature on a bill to restrict smartphone usage for students during the school day, though he didn't provide exact details on what the proposal would include. Newsom in 2019 signed a bill allowing school districts to limit or ban smartphones while at school.
There hasn't been broad legislation on the subject at the federal level but it is a common point of discussion in Washington. This week the U.S. surgeon general called on Congress to put warning labels on social media platforms similar to those on cigarettes, citing mental health dangers for children using the sites.

    


Some tech companies, with pressure mounting, have decided to set up parental controls on their platforms. Last year, Meta, the parent company of Facebook and Instagram, created tools that allowed parents to set time limits on the apps for children.
The New York legislation, debuted last October, had faced major pushback in the Legislature from the tech industry. 
"Social media platforms manipulate what our children see online to keep them on the platforms as long as possible," said James, a Democrat who pushed for the bill. "The more time young people spend on social media, the more they are at risk of developing serious mental health concerns."
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                                        GRAND ISLAND, Neb. (AP) -- Witnesses say they heard an Ohio man demand the keys to a Jeep that was being towed behind a Missouri couple's RV before he brutally stabbed them both and killed the man at an Interstate 80 rest area.
James Thompson Jr., 22, was formally charged with first-degree murder and 10 other felonies Thursday morning -- a day after the attack at a rest area just outside Grand Island in eastern Nebraska. Thompson -- who is from Elyria, Ohio -- is represented by the Hall County public defender, who declined to comment on the case.
Part of the attack was captured on a trucker's dash cam, but some of it happened out of sight inside Gary and Mary Weaver's RV around 7 a.m. Wednesday, according to the affidavit Hall County Sheriff's Sgt. Joshua Moline filed in court.
Moline said the video showed a man enter the RV and make stabbing motions toward the woman before going out of view. Then when the woman came out, the man followed and stabbed her several times in the head before she fell to the ground -- stopping briefly to yell at the trucker in the semi.

    


Deputies found Gary Weaver inside the RV with wounds in his chest and head. The 72-year-old died later at a Grand Island hospital. Mary Weaver, 71, was sitting on the ground bleeding beside the RV. She was initially in critical condition with what the sheriff described as life-threatening injuries, but she improved to stable condition Thursday.




The Jeep had been detached from the RV and had blood on it. The Weavers, who are from Eureka, Missouri, had been traveling across Nebraska before they were attacked.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Thompson fled the rest area in a Ford Focus before officers arrived, but a Nebraska State Trooper quickly spotted him exiting the highway at Wood River. Thompson sped away at 120 mph over I-80 and passed another driver before crashing into the Platte River. He was arrested nearby with blood on his shirt and several cuts on his hand.
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    [image: FILE - Travis Scott arrives at GQ's Men of the Year Party in Los Angeles on Nov. 16, 2023. Scott was arrested by Miami Beach police early Thursday on misdemeanor charges of trespassing and public intoxication. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello, File)]
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[image: FILE - Travis Scott performs during the "Circus Maximus" tour in Inglewood, Calif., on Nov. 5, 2023. Scott was arrested by Miami Beach police early Thursday on misdemeanor charges of trespassing and public intoxication. (Photo by Richard Shotwell/Invision/AP, File)]
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                                        MIAMI BEACH, Fla. (AP) -- Rapper Travis Scott was arrested in Miami Beach early Thursday on misdemeanor charges of trespassing and public intoxication after officers say they found him at the city's marina shouting obscenities at people on a yacht and disobeyed their order to leave.
Officers went to the marina shortly before 1 a.m. after receiving a call about people fighting on a yacht, according to a police report.
When they arrived, they found Scott, 33, standing on the dock yelling at people on the ship, the report says. Officers told him to sit down, but he kept standing back up and yelling. They could smell alcohol on his breath, the report says. 
The man who called police did not want to press charges, so Scott was allowed to leave. 
As he walked away, however, Scott kept turning to yell obscenities at people on the yacht. He left as a passenger in a waiting car, but returned five minutes later and ignored officers' orders to again leave, the report says. 

    


Officers say he then began yelling again, disturbing people in nearby boats and buildings. When officers asked if he had been drinking, he replied, "It's Miami." He was arrested.




Scott was released from Miami-Dade County Jail before noon after posting a $650 bond. 
After his release, he posted on the social platform X, "Lol." 
His attorney, Bradford Cohen, said in a statement that Scott was "detained due to a misunderstanding."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"There was absolutely no physical altercation involved, and we thank the authorities for working with us towards a swift and amicable resolution," Cohen said. 
Scott, one of the biggest names in hip-hop and whose birth name is Jacques Webster, has more than 100 songs that made the Billboard Hot 100 and released four singles that topped the chart: "Sicko Mode," "Highest in the Room," "The Scotts," and "Franchise."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Rapper Travis Scott arrested in Miami Beach for misdemeanor trespassing and public intoxication
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Margie Szaroleta reports on musician Travis Scott's arrest for trespassing and public intoxication in Florida.

    

He has two children with his former girlfriend, media personality and businesswoman Kylie Jenner. 

    


This is not the first time Scott has been involved in a police investigation. 
Ten people were killed in a crowd surge at Scott's 2021 performance at his Astroworld Festival in his native Houston. Attendees were packed so tightly that many couldn't breathe or move their arms. Those killed, who ranged in age from 9 to 27, died from compression asphyxia, which an expert likened to being crushed by a car.
Lawyers for the victims alleged in lawsuits that the deaths and hundreds of injuries at the concert were caused by negligent planning and a lack of concern over capacity and safety at the event.
Scott, promoter Live Nation, and the others who were sued have denied these claims, saying safety was their No. 1 concern. They said what happened could not have been foreseen.
The final lawsuit was settled last month. 
After a police investigation, a grand jury declined to indict Scott, along with five others connected to the festival.
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    [image: In this photo provided by Mike Bischoff, Vehicles are lined up after flash flooding along Highway 42 near Willard, N.M., on Wednesday, June 19, 2024. (Mike Bischoff @blueskyproductionsutah via AP)]
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                                        WILLARD, N.M. (AP) -- A powerful storm battered a small New Mexico village for several hours Wednesday, causing severe flash flooding that trapped dozens of vehicles in rushing flood waters.
The storm unleashed a thick curtain of rain and lime-sized hail over the 200-person village of Willard outside of Albuquerque, as fire crews farther south in the mountain village of Ruidoso were still battling a pair of deadly wildfires.
Forecasters say the severe weather is emblematic of this time of year in New Mexico when the state's wildfire and monsoon seasons overlap.
"We went from catastrophic wildfires one day to catastrophic flooding the next," Brian Guyer, a National Weather Service meteorologist in Albuquerque, said.
Within minutes after commercial truck driver Mike Bischoff received an emergency alert that a storm was on the way, he was already stuck in it. The 54-year-old was driving his semi-truck on Highway 42 when the hail started to pour down and the flash floods surrounded him and the other drivers on the road.

    


Stuck in the storm, Bischoff said the hail poured down and a funnel cloud appeared in the sky.




"My semi weighs 80,000 pounds, and it was rocking," Bischoff said.
The storm draped itself over Willard for three straight hours, according to the National Weather Service, dropping between 6 and 8 inches of rain to transform "the relatively flat" village into what Guyer described as "a large lake." Some parts of New Mexico, Guyer said, don't see that much rainfall in an entire year.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

About a three-hour drive south of Willard on Thursday, fire crews were bracing for flooding and lightning as they continued to battle the fires that have killed at least two people and have consumed more than 31 square miles (80 square kilometers).
Residents of Ruidoso had fled the larger of the two fires with little notice as it swept into neighborhoods on Tuesday. 

    


Authorities say a badly burned 60-year-old man who died was found by the side of the road near the popular Swiss Chalet Inn in Ruidoso. On Wednesday, officers discovered the skeletal remains of an unidentified second person in the driver seat of a burned vehicle.
Much of the Southwest has been exceedingly dry and hot in recent months. Those conditions, along with strong wind, whipped flames out of control, rapidly advancing the South Fork Fire into Ruidoso. Evacuations extended to hundreds of homes, businesses, a regional hospital and the Ruidoso Downs horse track.
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Amtrak trains suspended from Philadelphia to New Haven by circuit breaker malfunction

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - In this Feb. 6, 2014 file photo, an Amtrak logo is seen on a train at 30th Street Station in Philadelphia. Amtrak trains were temporarily suspended Thursday afternoon, June 20, 2024 from Philadelphia to New Haven, Connecticut, by a circuit breaker malfunction, the national rail service said. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Amtrak trains were temporarily suspended Thursday afternoon from Philadelphia to New Haven, Connecticut, by a circuit breaker malfunction, the national rail service said. 
The technical issue led to a widespread loss of power on the tracks between Penn Station in New York City and Union Station in Newark, New Jersey at around 3 p.m.
As a result, trains operating between Philadelphia's 30th Street Station and New Haven's Union Station have been are temporarily suspended until further notice, according to Amtrak.
The agency said crews were working to restore power but that significant travel delays were expected. 
Earlier Thursday, Amtrak warned on the social platform X that soaring temperatures may require trains to operate at lower speeds, resulting in delays of up to a hour between noon and 7:30 p.m. for the remainder of the week.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/amtrak-trains-philadelphia-new-haven-new-york-99076848fb9caa4308b5ebf457ef2159



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    A kindergarten student and his mother were struck and killed by school bus while walking to school | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



A kindergarten student and his mother were struck and killed by school bus while walking to school

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        MAMARONECK, N.Y. (AP) -- A kindergarten student and his mother were struck and killed by a school bus on Thursday while walking to school in suburban New York, authorities said.
The crash happened just after 8:30 a.m. in the village of Mamaroneck in Westchester County.
The 6-year-old boy and his 43-year-old mother were walking about half a block from Mamaroneck Avenue Elementary School when they were hit by a yellow minibus carrying several students and an aide. 
Police say a group of parents and students were crossing the street at the crosswalk with the walk sign on as the bus was turning left on Mamaroneck Avenue with a green light. 
The child was killed, and the mother was taken to a hospital for treatment, where she succumbed to her injuries, according to police.
Investigators said the bus driver, identified by police only a 68-year-old from Mt. Vernon, is not facing charges at this time as the incident appears to be a "tragic accident."

    


Police have also not identified the victims other than to say they are Mamaroneck residents. 
Officials with the Mamaroneck Union Free School District said counseling would be available at the school on Friday.




"There is nothing more difficult for a community to experience than the loss of life, and we know that everyone in the Mamaroneck and Larchmont communities is heartbroken by this news," the school district officials said in a statement.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Journal News reports that a Royal Coach Lines minibus was parked at the crash site about half a block from the school with a yellow backpack about 20 feet (6 meters) behind it. The bus was later towed, and the backpack was removed and put in a police vehicle.
Royal Coach Lines, a regional school bus contractor, has not responded to an email seeking comment on the crash.
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                                        ANNAPOLIS, Md. (AP) -- For Angela Wharton, Maryland's new statewide tracking system for sexual assault evidence represents a ray of hope, enabling survivors to monitor the data online.
Wharton was raped in 1996 and described the trauma she experienced more than 20 years later, when she was informed all the evidence, including her untested kit, had been destroyed by local authorities. 
What could have brought her assailant to justice, she said, had been "callously discarded less than two years after the rape, leaving me feeling betrayed, violated and utterly powerless." 
On Thursday, standing with Gov. Wes Moore and Attorney General Anthony Brown, she praised the completion of a new online system that will let victims anonymously keep track of the evidence. 
"With this new tracking system, survivors are no longer left in the dark wondering about the fate of their rape kits or the progress of their cases," Wharton said. "Transparency and accountability are now within reach, offering a glimmer of hope to those of us who have long been denied a voice and a chance to seek justice." The Associated Press typically does not identify someone who was the victim of sexual assault unless they go public with their story. 

    


The system is now up and running in the state. As of Thursday, 14 people already had logged into the system 90 times, Brown said.




"What does it tell you? Survivors want action," Brown said. "They expect all of us to do our jobs. The tracking program is going to give survivors the transparency, accountability, dignity, and support they deserve."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Through the new system, called Track-Kit, unique bar codes will be added to all sexual assault evidence kits collected in the state. Once a forensic exam is completed at a hospital, the victim will be given a bar code number and password. Law enforcement will scan the bar code when they assume custody of the kit.

    


In the coming months, bar codes also will be applied to all existing kits, including those maintained in police storage units or crime labs. 
"For survivors, that means you can go into the tracking system 24/7, 365 days a year, armed with your bar code number and password and track the progress of your kit, from the hospital, through law enforcement, to the lab for testing then back to the appropriate agency," Brown said. 
About 40 states and the District of Columbia have tracking systems, with most of them launching in the last five years, said Ilse Knecht, a policy and advocacy director for the Joyful Heart Foundation, a New York-based national organization that focuses on changing society's response to sexual assault. She called them "critical to the rape kit reform efforts that we've been working on for the last decade." 
"Basically these systems provide transparency and accountability within the rape kit handling process, so what was really a process before that was in the dark has now come into the light," Knecht said. 
Moore said the new online system will help build trust "between our communities and the forces that are sworn to protect, and today we will make Maryland safer by strengthening that trust." 

    


"Then we can start building towards a culture of teamwork and transparency and trust, and this kind of tracking system has already been stood up in red states and in blue states, from North Carolina to Ohio to Oklahoma, and now it's Maryland's time to get this done," Moore said.
State Sen. Shelly Hettleman said a measure approved last year that sets out the requirements of the tracking system requires information from kits to be entered into the new system by December of next year.
Maryland has been working on a backlog of untested rape kits. In 2022, the state had a backlog of 5,000 untested sexual assault evidence kits.
Carisa Hatfield, assistant attorney general and counsel for the Maryland Sexual Assault Evidence Kit Policy and Funding Committee, said the state is working on addressing the backlog.
"We have both state and federal funding to clear that backlog," Hatfield said. "I unfortunately can't give you an exact day, time, when that will occur, but it is an ongoing process that we are working on expeditiously." 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/maryland-rape-kit-tracker-b3b6f487b2cdece72be7880181f054a6



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Expanded Kentucky Bourbon Trail to feature both age-old distilleries and relative newcomers | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Expanded Kentucky Bourbon Trail to feature both age-old distilleries and relative newcomers

    Expanded Kentucky Bourbon Trail to feature both age-old distilleries and relative newcomers

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 9 | Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 9 | Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 9 | Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 9 | Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Eric Gregory, President of the Kentucky Distillers' Association speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 9 | Eric Gregory, President of the Kentucky Distillers' Association speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Eric Gregory, President of the Kentucky Distillers' Association, left, speaks with Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 9 | Eric Gregory, President of the Kentucky Distillers' Association, left, speaks with Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kentucky Lt. Gov. Jacqueline Coleman speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 9 | Kentucky Lt. Gov. Jacqueline Coleman speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kentucky Lt. Gov. Jacqueline Coleman speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 9 | Kentucky Lt. Gov. Jacqueline Coleman speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kentucky Lt. Gov. Jacqueline Coleman speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 9 | Kentucky Lt. Gov. Jacqueline Coleman speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Expanded Kentucky Bourbon Trail to feature both age-old distilleries and relative newcomers

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 9 | Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 9
Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 9 | Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 9
Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 9 | Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 9
Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 9 | Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 9
Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Eric Gregory, President of the Kentucky Distillers' Association speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 9 | Eric Gregory, President of the Kentucky Distillers' Association speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 9
Eric Gregory, President of the Kentucky Distillers' Association speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Eric Gregory, President of the Kentucky Distillers' Association, left, speaks with Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 9 | Eric Gregory, President of the Kentucky Distillers' Association, left, speaks with Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 9
Eric Gregory, President of the Kentucky Distillers' Association, left, speaks with Rep. Andy Barr, R-Ky., before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kentucky Lt. Gov. Jacqueline Coleman speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 9 | Kentucky Lt. Gov. Jacqueline Coleman speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 9
Kentucky Lt. Gov. Jacqueline Coleman speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kentucky Lt. Gov. Jacqueline Coleman speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 9 | Kentucky Lt. Gov. Jacqueline Coleman speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 9
Kentucky Lt. Gov. Jacqueline Coleman speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Kentucky Lt. Gov. Jacqueline Coleman speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 9 | Kentucky Lt. Gov. Jacqueline Coleman speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 9
Kentucky Lt. Gov. Jacqueline Coleman speaks before a gathering to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Kentucky Bourbon Trail at the Frazier History Museum in Louisville, Ky., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            BRUCE SCHREINER

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) -- The Kentucky Bourbon Trail is maturing, like the fine whiskeys it showcases.
A new-look Bourbon Trail unveiled Thursday will lead visitors to large and small distilleries alike, linking relative newcomers and age-old brands in a collective strategy to build on bourbon tourism's popularity.
It began with seven participating distilleries welcoming visitors 25 years ago. Now the excursion will showcase 46 distilleries, giving visitors more options to plan trips to soak in the sights and smells of bourbon-making in the Bluegrass State.
Since its creation in 1999 by the Kentucky Distillers' Association, the spirits tour has attracted more than 18 million visitors from all 50 states and dozens of countries, the KDA said.
"The Kentucky Bourbon Trail now is a global, bucket-list tourism destination," Eric Gregory, president of the distillers' association, said as industry leaders gathered for the announcement.

    


As the original trail grew, it traversed the heart of Kentucky bourbon country, spotlighting such powerhouse brands as Jim Beam, Maker's Mark, Wild Turkey, Woodford Reserve, Evan Williams, Four Roses, Old Forester, Michter's and Bulleit.




In 2012, a separate Kentucky Bourbon Trail Craft Tour was launched to showcase the growing number of smaller distilleries seeking their share of the ultra-competitive spirits market.
Now those tours are consolidating. The new tourism and marketing strategy was unveiled in Louisville -- the gateway to bourbon tourism. They also announced a new logo and a new digital marketing campaign to help tourists plan bourbon trips to the state.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Spirit companies have invested huge sums into new or expanded visitor centers to capitalize on the growing appeal of getting behind-the-scenes peeks into how bourbon is crafted.
For small distilleries, joining the Kentucky Bourbon Trail was likened to making the big leagues.

    


Kim Bard, co-founder of The Bard Distillery in western Kentucky, said it will immediately change perceptions about smaller producers that were part of the craft tour.
"People would come in, a lot of times they see us as less-than because we're on the craft trail and not on the Kentucky Bourbon Trail," she said in an interview. "They see that as a very distinctive line.
"Now that the KDA has put us all on the same trail, I think that sort of thinking will stop and we'll be looked at as just another distillery, which is great for us," she added.
Brent Goodin, owner of Boundary Oak Distillery in central Kentucky, predicted that shifting to the Kentucky Bourbon Trail will boost tourism at his and other smaller distilleries. Producers see tourism as an essential part of brand promotion. 
"Anything we can do to make the tourist realize that everything is Kentucky bourbon and we're all producing the same thing -- maybe not as much as the next guy but we're all kind of in it together," he said in an interview. 
Any big bourbon announcement in Kentucky typically draws a bevy of the state's political leaders. On Thursday, industry leaders were joined by Democratic Lt. Gov. Jacqueline Coleman and Republican U.S. Rep. Andy Barr, who co-chairs the Congressional Bourbon Caucus.

    


Bourbon tourism's global appeal is creating more business opportunities for producers, Barr said.
"There's so much opportunity in the export market for Kentucky bourbon," Barr said.
Coleman led the crowd in toasting the bourbon sector's past and future while recognizing Kentucky's status as the "undisputed home of bourbon."
Bourbon tourism has shaken off any pandemic-era hangover as venerable bourbon producers and industry newcomers alike are benefiting from a new surge in visitors. Attendance surpassed 2.5 million visitors last year along the Kentucky Bourbon Trail and the Kentucky Bourbon Trail Craft Tour. 
Overall, Kentucky's bourbon industry injects $9 billion into the state's economy each year, creating more jobs and attracting more tourists than ever before, according to a recent study. More rounds of growth are expected as Kentucky producers make billions of dollars in capital investments. Kentucky distillers produced a record 2.7 million barrels of bourbon in 2022, according to the report, which was commissioned by the distillers' association.

    


Producers had a record inventory of 12.6 million bourbon barrels aging in warehouses at the start of 2023, according to the association. Those massive inventories are a bet on the future because most bourbons typically age four to eight years before reaching their market. Bourbon gets its flavor and golden brown color during aging.
Kentucky distillers produce 95% of the global bourbon supply, the KDA says.
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                                        TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) -- Four suspects including three teenagers have been arrested in connection with the fatal drive-by shooting of a University of Arizona student at an off-campus house party two months ago, police said Thursday.
Tucson police said three 17-year-old boys were taken into custody along with 18-year-old Estevan Garcia, who is accused of driving the vehicle used in the April 28 shooting. All four face charges of first-degree murder and drive-by shooting.
Authorities have been searching for suspects in the case since Erin Jones, a sophomore from Newport Beach, California, was found shot outside the house party with over 200 attendants. She later died at a hospital.
Police said there was no indication that Jones was targeted.
It's unclear if Garcia or any of the other suspects have a lawyer, and a call to the Pima County Public Defender's Office wasn't immediately returned Thursday.

    


According to a criminal complaint, Estevan said he had a handgun in his lap during the drive-by shooting but didn't fire any shots.
All four suspects were arrested in the Tucson area between June 14-18, and police said they're still seeking other suspects in the case.




The names of the three 17-year-olds in custody aren't being released by The Associated Press because they are under 18.
Garcia and two of the teens are being held on $1 million bonds while the other's bond is set at $750,000.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Police said investigators believe the suspects drove around the party site to find and shoot another group of people unrelated to university students at the party. 
Last month, police released black-and-white parking lot surveillance video of people running from the scene and grainy footage of a person with a firearm hanging out of a sedan's passenger seat window.
Police said over 80 shell casings were recovered from the scene.
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                                        One by one, a California prosecutor eliminated five out of six Black women from the jury pool for a death penalty case in which a white carpet cleaner slayed his client, a young mother.
The attorney in Alameda County had a reason for each dismissal. He believed one, for instance, appeared too reluctant to impose a death sentence. Another had a "liberal bent." After the defense struck the last Black woman, the jury proceeded with no Black members even though Black people made up close to 15% of Alameda County's population at the time.
That jury in February 2000 found Giles Albert Nadey guilty of murdering and sodomizing 24-year-old Terena Fermenick, and it sent him to death row. 
Twenty-four years later, the Alameda District Attorney's office is in the hot seat for allegedly striking Black and Jewish people from juries around the time of Nadey's sentencing. A federal judge two months ago ordered it to review all of its death penalty cases to look for signs of racial bias.

    


In Nadey's case, however, the California Supreme Court this week found that the prosecutor had valid reasons to dismiss the Black jurors. It upheld his sentence despite Nadey's appeal contending his case was tainted by racial bias. 




"We conclude in each instance the prosecutor's reasons were inherently plausible and supported," the court ruled, citing evidence from jury questionnaires and the prosecutor's questioning of the stricken jurors.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Their 5-2 decision highlights the complexities of recent moves in court and in the Legislature to address racial bias in capital cases. Gov. Gavin Newsom in 2019 declared a moratorium on executions, writing in his executive order that "death sentences are unevenly and unfairly applied to people of color, people with mental disabilities, and people who cannot afford costly legal representation."
In Alameda County, an appeal over the 1993 death penalty conviction of Ernest Edward Dykes recently uncovered evidence suggesting prosecutors for years excluded potential Black and Jewish jurors based on their identity. That was the root of U.S. District Judge Vince Chhabria's April order directing Alameda County District Attorney Pamela Price to review the office's past capital convictions. 

    


Black Americans have historically had skeptical attitudes toward the death penalty, and some studies suggest that prosecutors have skewed juries to favor those who support capital punishment, often resulting in the exclusion of Black jurors.
There is less data available for Jewish Americans' views on capital punishment, but a 2014 poll by the Public Religion Research Institute noted that Jewish Americans were less supportive of capital punishment than white Protestants and white Catholics, while more favorable to it than Black Protestants and Hispanics.
California allows prisoners to appeal on racial bias
The burden is largely on the defendant to prove racial bias in criminal hearings, but in 2005, the U.S. Supreme Court clarified that threshold, ruling that prosecutors have to provide reasonable, race-neutral explanations when challenged in court. California has since enacted greater protections for those contesting their sentences, including a 2022 law that allows those convicted before 2021 to petition the court if there is evidence of racial bias in their case.

    


As Price weighs potential re-trials or re-sentencing of over 30 affected cases, the court's move in Nadey's case highlights the high bar facing attorneys across the state who are seeking to fight capital sentences on the grounds of racial bias in courts.
The decision, written by Justice Carol Corrigan, opens by recounting the gory scene that Fermenick's husband discovered when he found her body. Their infant was strapped in a car with a heavily soiled diaper, suggesting the baby had been there for some time. He picked up the child and began searching for his wife. He saw her body through a window with a wound to her neck. Investigators determined she'd been sexually assaulted.
The prosecutors used loaded language during the trial, calling Nadey a "tattooed pervert" and a "tattooed predator." The Supreme Court ruling acknowledged the prosecutor made some errors in the trial, but it found they did not merit a reversal of the jury's decision. Today, Nadey is 58 and serving time at a state prison in Vacaville.

    


Dissent points to death penalty reviews
In a dissent, two justices wrote that the court should have paid more attention to Nadey's argument that Black women were improperly removed from the jury pool. They pointed to the federal order mandating reviews of Alameda County's death penalty cases.
"Today's decision is particularly jarring given what has come to light in federal court regarding capital jury selection in Alameda County around the time that Nadey was tried," the dissent by Justice Goodwin Liu reads.
Advocates for racial justice and ending the death penalty, meanwhile, continue to call for further accountability in the courts. On Tuesday, a coalition of Black and Jewish leaders in Alameda County called attention to the mandated review of capital punishment cases in the county, urging Price to move quickly and unveiling new evidence suggesting prosecutors previously also discriminated against potential LGBTQ+ jurors. Few in attendance were deterred by the state court's recent ruling.

    


"It's unfortunately business as usual," Robert Bacon, an attorney working with anti-death penalty advocates, told CalMatters, describing the justice's decision as he stood on the steps of the Rene C. Davidson Courthouse in Oakland. "Both in the sense of their indifference to the problem of...racial discrimination in jury selection and also in their essentially putting on blinders and refusing to consider this information that's come to light."
___
This story was originally published by CalMatters and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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                                        CINCINNATI (AP) -- A man who apparently entered a restricted area to retrieve his lost keys at a theme park in Ohio was critically injured when he was struck by a steel roller coaster, police and park officials said.
The 38-year-old man appeared to have entered a fenced area at Kings Island Wednesday night, according to a statement issued by the park near Cincinnati. He was found on the ground with an injury, but details on his condition were not been disclosed. He remained hospitalized.
The man dropped his keys while riding the Banshee, an inverted roller coaster where the train dangles from the track, and then went into the restricted area and was struck by the coaster, according to Mason police. 
According to the park's website, the Banshee is the world's longest steel inverted roller coaster and reaches speeds of 68 mph (109 kph).
The roller coaster was shut down and will remain closed while the investigation continues. No other injuries were reported.
The park is in Mason, which is about 24 miles (38 kilometers) northeast of Cincinnati.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- U.S. stock indexes edged back from their records Thursday, weighed down by a dip for Wall Street darling Nvidia, following a mixed  set of reports on the economy. 
The S&P 500 dropped 0.3% from its all-time high set before trading paused for Wednesday's Juneteenth holiday. The Nasdaq composite also pulled back from its record and slipped 0.8%. The Dow Jones Industrial Average beat the market with a gain of 299 points, or 0.8%.
Nvidia gave up an early gain and swung to a loss of 3.5% to put at risk an eight-week winning streak. The chip company has been the main beneficiary of Wall Street's frenzy around artificial-intelligence technology, and it had supplanted Microsoft on Tuesday to become the most valuable company in the market. Nvidia's stumble ceded the top spot back to Microsoft. 
Nvidia's chips are helping to power the move into AI, which proponents see producing explosive growth in productivity and profits, and it's already up 164% this year after more than tripling last year.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Stock market today: Nvidia keeps flying and helps Wall Street stay near its records
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Seth Sutel reports stocks opening on a high note.

    


    


Besides raising worries about a potential bubble where investors' excitement is getting excessive, the eye-popping gains for Nvidia and other AI winners have also helped prop up the stock market despite some weakness in the U.S. economy. High interest rates meant to grind down inflation have hurt the housing market and manufacturing, while lower-income households  are showing signs of struggling to keep up with still-rising prices.




Winnebago Industries, for example, has been introducing "economical" trailers to attract customers amid "inconsistent retail patterns." But it said Thursday its profit and revenue for the latest quarter fell short of analysts' expectations. Shares of the maker of motorhomes and pontoons fell 3.5%.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In a show of how powerful AI can be, Accenture rose 7.3% even though the consulting and professional-services company reported weaker profit and revenue for the latest quarter than expected. In its earnings report, it highlighted how it won over $900 million in new bookings for generative AI to bring the total for its last three quarters to $2 billion.

    


All told, the S&P 500 fell 13.86 points to 5,473.17. The Dow rose 299.90 to 39,134.76, and the Nasdaq fell 140.64 to 17,721.59.
The supernova for AI stocks has helped mask some weakness underneath the surface in the market. That can be a worrying signal for market watchers, who would prefer to see a large number of companies pushing the market higher instead of just a handful.
"It has been common in past cycles, as the stock market is coming into a meaningful top, that the biggest growth names are the ones carrying the load," according to Scott Wren, senior global market strategist at Wells Fargo Investment Institute, 
In the bond market, Treasury yields ticked higher following a spate of mixed reports on the economy. The number of U.S. workers filing for unemployment benefits eased last week, but not by as much as economists expected. A separate report said manufacturing in the mid-Atlantic is growing, but not as quickly as economists thought. Home builders, meanwhile, broke ground on fewer new homes last month than expected.

    


The hope on Wall Street is actually for a slowdown in the U.S. economy's growth. That could help keep a lid on inflationary pressures and convince the Federal Reserve to cut  its main interest rate later this year. Such a cut would release pressure on the economy and boost investment prices.
Fed officials have indicated they could cut their main interest rate once or twice this year, down from its highest level in more than 20 years. Many traders on Wall Street, meanwhile, are expecting two or more cuts, according to data from CME Group. 
The yield on the 10-year Treasury climbed to 4.25% from 4.22% late Tuesday. The two-year yield, which more closely tracks expectations for the Fed, rose to 4.73% from 4.71%.
Some other central banks have already begun removing the brakes from their economies.
The Swiss National Bank  cuts its main rate on Thursday. The Bank of England, though, kept its main rate steady. 

    


Stock indexes rose across much of Europe following the moves. The French CAC 40 gained 1.3% to recoup more of its losses from last week following jolting results from elections.  Asian indexes were mixed.
___
AP Writer Zimo Zhong contributed.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The number of Americans applying for unemployment benefits slipped last week as the U.S. labor market remained resilient. 
The Labor Department reported Thursday that jobless claims fell by 5,000 to 238,000 from a 10-month high of 243,000 the week before. The four-week average of claims, which evens out weekly ups and downs, rose by 5,500 to 232,750, highest since September.
Weekly unemployment claims -- a proxy for layoffs -- remain at low levels by historical standards, a sign that most Americans enjoy unusual job security. Still, after mostly staying below 220,000 this year, weekly claims have moved up recently.
"Layoffs are still low overall suggesting businesses remain reluctant to reduce headcount in large numbers,'' said Rubeela Farooqi, chief U.S. economist at High Frequency Economics. "However, there has been a gradual increase in recent weeks that merits watching for signals about a more material weaking in demand for workers going forward.''

    


Nearly 1.83 million people were collecting unemployment benefits the week of June 8, up by 15,000 the week before and the seventh straight weekly uptick.




The U.S. economy and job market have proven remarkably resilient in the face of high interest rates. Employers are adding a strong average of 248,000 jobs a month this year. Unemployment is still low at 4%.
But the economy has lately showed signs of slowing, perhaps offering evidence that higher borrowing costs are finally taking a toll. For instance, the Commerce Department reported Tuesday that retail sales barely grew last month. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Federal Reserve raised its benchmark interest rate 11 times in 2022 and 2023, eventually bringing it to a 23-year high to combat a resurgence in inflation.
Inflation has come down from a mid-2022 peak 9.1% but remains stubbornly above the Fed's 2% target. Fed policymakers announced last week that they have scaled back their intention to cut the rate three times this year. Now they are anticipating only one rate cut.
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Home loan borrowing costs eased again this week as the average rate on a 30-year mortgage declined to its lowest level since early April.
The rate fell to 6.87% from 6.95% last week, mortgage buyer Freddie Mac said Thursday. A year ago, the rate averaged 6.67%.
This is the third straight weekly decline in the average rate, which has mostly hovered around 7% since April. Higher mortgage rates can add hundreds of dollars a month in costs for borrowers, limiting homebuyers' purchasing options.
Borrowing costs on 15-year fixed-rate mortgages, popular with homeowners refinancing their home loans, also eased this week, lowering the average rate to 6.13% from 6.17% last week. A year ago, it averaged 6.03%, Freddie Mac said.
"Mortgage rates fell for the third straight week following signs of cooling inflation and market expectations of a future Fed rate cut," said Sam Khater, Freddie Mac's chief economist.

    


Home loan rates are influenced by several factors, including how the bond market reacts to the Federal Reserve's interest rate policy and the moves in the 10-year Treasury yield, which lenders use as a guide to pricing home loans.




Yields have mostly eased recently following some economic data showing slower growth, which could help keep a lid on inflationary pressures and convince the Federal Reserve to begin lowering its main interest rate from its highest level in more than 20 years. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Federal Reserve officials said last week that inflation has fallen further toward their target level of 2% in recent months and signaled that they expect to cut their benchmark interest rate once this year. The central bank had previously projected as many as three cuts in 2024.
Until the Fed begins lowering its short-term rate, long-term mortgage rates are unlikely to ease significantly, economists say.
Even then, mortgage rates "are likely to remain well above the 3.5% to 5% range that prevailed in the decade before the pandemic," said Jiayi Xu, an economist with Realtor.com.

    


The average rate on a 30-year mortgage remains near a two-decade high, discouraging many would-be homebuyers. The elevated rates contributed to a lackluster spring homebuying season. Sales of previously occupied U.S. homes fell in March and April as home shoppers contended with rising borrowing costs and prices. 
Another factor constraining the housing market is a tight supply of homes for sale. While it has risen this year, partly because properties are taking longer to sell, the inventory of homes on the market remains well below its pre-pandemic levels. A major factor is many homeowners who bought or refinanced more than two years ago are reluctant to sell now and give up their fixed-rate mortgages below 3% or 4% -- a trend real estate experts refer to as the "lock-in" effect.
As of the end of last year, more than 50% of homes with a mortgage had a rate that was 4% or lower, and 87% had a rate at 6% or lower, according to Realtor.com. 
"While it's unlikely for mortgage rates to fall below 4%, a rate around 6% could strongly motivate many sellers to list their homes, thereby increasing overall inventory and exert downward pressure on housing prices," Xu said.
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                                        JACKSON, Miss. (AP) -- Mississippi's Tunica County School District will regain local control next month after state education officials voted Thursday to end years of state conservatorship.
The State Board of Education has governed the district since 2015 after audits revealed it had violated 25 of the 31 accreditation standards reviewed by the Mississippi Department of Education. Serious deficiencies were found in special education, federal programs, instructional programs, career technical education and district governance, state officials said.
Those findings prompted former Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant to declare a state of emergency, putting the district under the control of an interim superintendent who brought all accreditation standards into compliance. Under Margie Pulley's leadership, the district improved math and English test scores, especially among the lowest-performing students.

    


The return to local control transfers responsibility to a new school board, which includes five former advisory board members appointed in 2022 to help prepare the district to transition back to local control. Those representatives will begin serving as voting school board members beginning July 1.




The board will officially appoint its preferred superintendent candidate on July 1.
Four other school districts remain under state control: Noxubee County School District, Holmes County Consolidated School District, Humphreys County School District and Yazoo City School District. The Board of Education may return a state-run district to local control after it corrects deficiencies and improves academic performance.
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                                        ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) -- A woman who confronted a neighbor while holding a long gun died after a subsequent standoff with Anchorage police, during which both she and one SWAT officer fired their weapons, officials said Thursday.
A state medical examiner will determine the woman's cause of death, and the shooting will be investigated, according to a statement from the Anchorage Police Department. No other details about the death were immediately available.
The armed woman and an unarmed neighbor were in a confrontation Wednesday. The neighbor reported to police of a fear of being physically harmed. 
The woman with the long gun retreated inside her home before officers arrived. 
She ignored attempts by officers for her to leave the house, police said. Several tactical units went to the east Anchorage home, including SWAT officers.
Tear gas was deployed in the home to coax her out. "The suspect remained non-compliant and fired multiple shots inside the home," according to the statement.
One SWAT officer fired a weapon from outside the house. When police searched the home, they found the woman dead. There was no one else in the home, police said.
The state's Office of Special Prosecutions will determine whether the officer's use of force was justified.
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- California firefighters continued to gain ground Thursday against large wildfires that erupted statewide during a late-spring bout of very dry winds.
The red flag fire weather conditions that spawned the blazes have abated, but forecasters warned large areas of California will see high heat this weekend.
In the mountainous Interstate 5 corridor north of Los Angeles, more than 1,700 firefighters achieved 47% containment of the Post Fire, which ignited Saturday and spread over nearly 25 square miles (65 square kilometers), according to the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection.
The Post Fire has caused one injury, destroyed two structures and damaged one.
In Calaveras County Gold Country, about 100 miles (161 kilometers) east of San Francisco, the 8-square-mile (21-square-kilometer) Aero Fire was 52% contained after destroying three structures and damaging one.

    


The Point Fire in Sonoma County, about 70 miles north of San Francisco, was 70% contained at about 1.5 square miles (3.8 square kilometers). One injury was reported, along with three structures destroyed and two damaged.
In the northern Sacramento Valley's very lightly populated Colusa County, the Sites Fire was 15% contained after spreading over 30 square miles (78 square kilometers), 
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                                        The state's main electric grid operator has sharply increased its prediction for how much power demand will increase in coming years. If it's accurate, the state would need to be able to provide nearly double the amount of power within six years.
Two factors led to the higher forecast: A new law allows officials to count companies' requests for grid connections before they are finalized. And there has been a significant rise in requests from large users such as data centers, hydrogen production facilities and oil and gas companies that are electrifying their operations.
On top of that, the state's population continues growing, Electric Reliability Council of Texas President and Chief Executive Officer Pablo Vegas told state lawmakers in a Senate Business and Commerce Committee hearing last week, repeating information he shared with the ERCOT board in April.

    


"All of that is putting together a picture of a very significant, different demand growth that is forcing us to really re-think how we're looking at planning to make sure we can meet those needs and continue to deliver on the expectations of all Texans," Vegas told lawmakers.




Demand on the power grid hit a record of 85 gigawatts last year, which was the hottest ever recorded in the state. ERCOT experts now say demand could reach around 150 gigawatts by 2030.
More than a third of the forecast growth is coming from the Permian Basin, where oil and gas operators are converting operations to run on electricity instead of gas or diesel. Much is also coming from large users such as data centers that are powering artificial intelligence and crypto currency mining. Some are requesting several times more power than what the city of Lubbock now uses, according to ERCOT.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The new estimates raise crucial questions, such as whether large power users that can ramp up and down need greater state oversight, the committee's chair, state Sen. Charles Schwertner, R-Georgetown, said in an interview. One bitcoin mining company last year reported making millions of dollars in the electricity market by selling back pre-purchased power when grid conditions became tight, which provoked the ire of some Texans who saw their power bills rise.

    


"I think we need to rise to the challenge of getting the needed generation onto the grid," Schwertner said. "But there is eventually a prioritization that could be discussed, and obviously Texans -- their families, their homes, their businesses -- are the most important individuals, the most important clients for electricity."
In a post on X after the hearing, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick said the Legislature needed to "take a close look" at data centers and crypto operations. "We want data centers, but it can't be the Wild Wild West of data centers and crypto miners crashing our grid and turning the lights off," he wrote.
Electricity experts said the projected growth also makes clear that the grid will need more transmission lines -- which are paid for by customers and take more time to build than many of the facilities that want more power.

    


"There's no question there's going to be additional need for generation," said Michael Lozano, a communications and government affairs officer for the Permian Basin Petroleum Association. "But I think the most important thing right now that we're trying to address is the lack of transmission."
Previously, to plan for future transmission needs, ERCOT could only count power users that signed agreements with a utility, said Mark Bell, president of the Association of Electric Companies of Texas. House Bill 5066 allowed grid operators to count potential users without a signed agreement if the utility considered it "a serious project and very likely to interconnect," Bell said.
Judging whether data centers will actually be built in Texas is difficult, said Katie Coleman, energy counsel for the Texas Association of Manufacturers, which represents large power users. Companies that want to build data centers could be "shopping around for places to do business," she said, by making requests in multiple places where they might build.

    


Cyrus Reed, conservation director of the Lone Star Chapter of the Sierra Club, said demand could be lower if some projects never materialize. "There's a lot of unknowns," Reed said, "but it's what they're putting into their system for planning purposes."
"If I were ERCOT, I'd rather over predict so that we have more capacity, so we don't have a shortage," said Michael Webber, an energy resources professor at the University of Texas at Austin. "It's hard to say whether it's hype or whether it's real."
The state's grid has come under intense public and legislative scrutiny since a 2021 winter storm crippled its operations, causing power outages across the state for days amid freezing temperatures that left millions of Texans without lights or heat. Hundreds died.

    


Lawmakers responded by requiring power facilities to prepare better to operate in extreme weather. They put $5 billion into a fund to give low-interest loans to companies that planned to build gas-fueled power plants, which legislators prioritized because they can provide power quickly on demand. State regulators are accepting applications for that money now.
Sen. Nathan Johnson, D-Dallas, a member of the Senate committee, said the need to meet higher demand could push innovation with renewable energy; drive more programs for people to use less power by making their homes or businesses more efficient; and spur ways for people and small businesses to get paid for using less power in tight times.
"This massive increase in load is going to provide greater momentum behind some very good trends," Johnson said.
___
This story was originally published by The Texas Tribune and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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                                        EUGENE, Ore. (AP) -- The endorsement deals have been signed, the commercials have been shot. In some cases, an airline ticket -- maybe for friend or a family member -- has already been purchased.
There is one more item to scratch off the list before everyone from Sha'Carri Richardson to Noah Lyles to Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone embark on their trips to Paris for the Olympics -- and it is not a small detail at all.
They have to make the team. No athlete, no matter how well-known or successful in the past, gets a free ride at U.S. Olympic track and field trials, which open Friday and are the only place where the 120 or so spots on the team heading to Paris can officially be earned.
The top three in every event earn places on the team, assuming they have met the Olympic standard for that event.
"I feel like trials is always a good time to figure out what the rounds look like and the fitness is at," said McLaughlin-Levrone who, even as the world-record holder in the 400-meter hurdles, still has to earn her way. "We have some time still before Paris, but it's always the hardest team to make, so obviously, got to go out there and put on a performance first."

    


Two-time Olympic gold medalist Christian Taylor is now 34 and no sure thing to make the U.S. team in the triple jump. It wasn't always that way. He won every gold medal at the Olympics and worlds from 2011-2019. Then, like now, nobody handed him anything when he walked into Hayward Field in Eugene with a spot on the line.




"I always felt like I had so much to lose because everyone expected it," Taylor said. "Everyone was like, 'Of course you're going to make it.' But you cannot take the U.S. team for granted."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The trials run June 21-30 on the University of Oregon campus.
Stars and Studs
A growing debate in track is whether the 100 meters, which crowns the fastest man and woman in the world, is being supplanted by the 400-meter hurdles as the most electric race on the program.

    


That answer might not be fully fleshed out until after the Olympics. Richardson, Lyles and McLaughlin-Levrone will all have a very big say in how things play out.
McLaughlin-Levrone has helped lift the women's 400-meter hurdles into must-watch status. She has lowered the world record four times over the past 36 months -- three of those occasions came on the track in Eugene -- down to a once-unthinkable mark of 50.68 seconds.
She also has a potential rival in the making -- reigning world champion Femke Bol of the Netherlands, who finished second to McLaughlin-Levrone at the world championships in 2022 and third, also behind 2016 Olympic champion Dalilah Muhammad, at the Olympics the year before that.
Sha'Carri
Richardson might be the biggest name in Eugene over these 10 days.
Three years after a positive test for marijuana kept her out of the Olympics (after she had won the 100 meters at trials), she is back and looks to be in top form. She'll try for the 100 and 200, and would be a shoo-in for the women's 4x100 relay team.
What transpires at Jamaica's Olympic trials from June 27-30 will dictate the story in Paris. Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce, Shericka Jackson and Elaine Thompson-Herah, the two-time defending champion at 100 and 200 meters whose health is in question, would all be considered contenders for Olympic gold if they make their team.

    


The Next Champ?
Lyles is headlining in a new Netflix documentary that takes an inside look at track. Like Richardson, he has also been hard to miss on NBC or anywhere an Olympic ad campaign is taking place.
The men's sprint game has struggled to stay in the spotlight since Usain Bolt left this sport after the Rio Games in 2016. Quick, name the defending 100-meter Olympic champion: It's Marcell Jacobs of Italy; American sprinter Fred Kerley finished second.
Lyles is positioning himself to be track's next big star. One way to do it would be to win three -- maybe even four -- medals at the Olympics. He won gold in the 100, 200 and 4x100 relay last year at the worlds and has put himself in the mix -- much to the chagrin of some 400-meter runners on the U.S. team -- for the 4x400 relay as well.

    


Up and Coming
If you haven't heard of a few of these runners yet, you will soon:
-- Parker Valby, a 21-year-old junior at the University of Florida, recently broke a 14-year-old NCAA record in the 10,000 meters by 28 seconds, finishing in 30 minutes, 50.43 seconds. She is also NCAA record-holder at 5,000 meters and is entered in both events.
-- Ole Miss senior McKenzie Long won NCAA titles at 100 and 200 meters; her time of 21.83 is the fastest in the world this year.
-- Nico Young, a 21-year-old at Northern Arizona, shaved nearly 16 seconds off the men's 10,000-meter college record in March.
Mystery Mu
If she makes it to the starting line at trials, it will mark defending 800-meter Olympic champion Athing Mu's first race of the year.
She has been hampered by injuries. Last month, she pulled out of the Prefontaine Classic with what coach Bobby Kersee said was left hamstring soreness.

    


"We're in a good place," Mu said Thursday. "We're right where both Bobby and I feel confident and happy and satisfied with just being able to come here and compete."
The 22-year-old Mu looked like one of America's top stars after winning at the Olympics, then following that with a world title in 2022.
But she nearly skipped last year's worlds, then conceded she was happy to go on vacation and not have to think about track. She has not raced since winning the 2023 version of the Pre Classic last September.
___
AP Sports Writer Pat Graham contributed to this report.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                                        ANTIOCH, Ill. (AP) -- A coroner has identified two teenage girls who died this week after their jet ski crashed into a boat on a northern Illinois lake.
The girls were identified as 16-year-old Sarina Vootkur of Lake Forest, California, and 13-year-old Elle Kim of Long Grove, Illinois, the Lake County Coroner's Office said Thursday. Autopsies determined that both died from blunt force injuries in Tuesday's crash.
A preliminary investigation by the Lake County Sheriff's Office found that Vootkur was operating a Yamaha jet ski with Kim as a passenger at Lake Marie, about 40 miles (64 kilometers) northwest of Chicago near the Wisconsin border, the coroner's office said.
Witnesses told police the jet ski was traveling at a high rate of speed when it collided with a moving boat being operated by a 55-year-old Antioch, Illinois, man who was unable to avoid the collision.

    


The impact knocked unconscious both teens, who were wearing life vests, and threw them into the water. The boat's four occupants pulled them from the lake and called 911, but both girls were pronounced dead at a hospital.
Tuesday's crash remains under investigation by the Lake County Sheriff's Office and Illinois Conservation Police.
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                                        BENONA TOWNSHIP, Mich. (AP) -- A tree crashed onto a cabin with 14 people, mostly girls, inside, trapping a counselor in her bed for 90 minutes early Thursday at a camp in northern Michigan, authorities said.
"Thankfully, the adult counselor walked out of the destroyed cabin and appears to be just fine," state police said.
Authorities were summoned around 2 a.m. to Camp Ao-Wa-Kiya in Oceana County, 75 miles (120 kilometers) northwest of Grand Rapids. Part of the tree had fallen onto the cabin with 12 girls and two adults sleeping inside.
An area towing service was able to lift the "tree enough to get the lady out," said Jack White, chief of the Shelby-Benona Fire Department.
"We couldn't ask for a better outcome," White said. "This is a Christian camp. My gut feeling is she was laying there, waiting for us to do our job, and prayed while we did it. She didn't need to be calmed down."

    


No other injuries were reported among campers in the cabin. A state trooper had a minor hand injury. 
"We had a little bit of weather come through but nothing bad," Sheriff Craig Mast said when asked why the tree fell. 
White said a portion broke off and dropped roughly 30 feet (9.1 meters) before striking the cabin.
"Most of the other cabins slept through the entire thing. They didn't know what was going on," he said.
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- A Southern California judge can stand trial on a murder charge in the shooting death of his wife, another judge ruled Thursday, after finding there was sufficient evidence for the case to proceed.
The decision came after a preliminary hearing for Orange County Superior Court Judge Jeffrey Ferguson, who was arrested in August and charged with killing his wife in their home in the upscale neighborhood of Anaheim Hills.
The hearing was held before Los Angeles County Superior Court Judge Eleanor J. Hunter to avoid a conflict. Until the shooting, Ferguson was presiding over criminal cases in a courtroom about 25 miles (40 kilometers) away in the Orange County city of Fullerton. 
Prosecutors declined to comment after the hearing, during which three police officers and a police detective described the scene and interviews with the couple's adult son, who called 911 to report the shooting. 

    


Ferguson's attorney, T. Edward Welbourn, said the only eyewitness -- the son -- believes the shooting was an accident, and that Ferguson's wife was "the love of his life."
"It was a terrible, tragic incident that occurred," Welbourn said after the hearing.




Ferguson -- who is also a former prosecutor -- is scheduled to be arraigned in Los Angeles on July 5 on one count of murder and weapons-related enhancements. He remains free on $1 million bail and is required to use monitoring devices for GPS and blood alcohol content.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ferguson was arrested on Aug. 3 at his home after police found his wife, Sheryl Ferguson, shot to death. Prosecutors said in court filings that the couple had been arguing and the judge had been drinking when he pulled a pistol from an ankle holster and shot her in the chest. Authorities said they later found 47 weapons, including the pistol used in the shooting, and more than 26,000 rounds of ammunition at the judge's home. 

    


Ferguson and his son called 911, and Ferguson texted his court clerk and bailiff saying: "I just lost it. I just shot my wife. I won't be in tomorrow. I will be in custody. I'm so sorry," according to prosecutors' filings.
In court on Thursday, Anaheim police Det. Michael Nguyen testified that the couple's son told him the family had gone out to dinner at a restaurant where his parents began to argue over finances, as they often did. He said his father made a gun gesture with his hands, prompting his mother to walk out of the restaurant, Nguyen told the court.
The family returned home and began watching "Breaking Bad" while the couple continued arguing, with his mother at one point saying "why don't you point a real gun at me?" Nguyen recalled the son saying.
The son turned around "and sees his father holding a gun in his right hand and the gun immediately going off in the direction of his mother," Nguyen said.
Ferguson told his son to call 911, and when officers arrived at the home they told the court they found the judge outside. "He said, 'shoot me, shoot me,'" Anaheim police officer Joshua Juntilla testified, adding that Ferguson smelled of alcohol and appeared in shock with tears in his eyes. 

    


Ferguson's wife was pronounced dead at the scene. Ferguson was arrested and police officer Andrew Compton said he heard him making unsolicited statements.
"He spontaneously stated, and used the words, 'I just killed my wife,'" Compton told the court.
Ferguson has been a judge since 2015. He started his legal career in the Orange County district attorney's office in 1983, worked on narcotics cases for which he won various awards, and served as president of the North Orange County Bar Association from 2012 to 2014.
Ferguson was admonished by the Commission on Judicial Performance in 2017 for posting a statement on Facebook about a judicial candidate "with knowing or reckless disregard for the truth of the statement."
According to Ferguson's Facebook profile, he grew up in a military family and traveled throughout Asia as a child. He attended college and law school in California, and he married his wife in 1996.
The arrest shocked the Southern California legal community. The district attorney's office in Orange County, a cluster of cities that are collectively home to 3 million people, is trying the case but hearings are being held before a Los Angeles County judge in downtown Los Angeles.
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                                        Almost a year after the Maui wildfires, half of the money from Hawaii's largest recovery fund has been spent, with the major portion going to interim housing projects.
As of June 14, $103 million from Hawaii Community Foundation's $194 million Maui Strong Fund had been awarded.
Three-quarters of it has gone to seven grantees in amounts between $40 million and $1.35 million.
The other quarter was spread across more than 170 grantees in amounts between $5,000 and a million dollars.
Where the remaining $91 million will go hasn't been decided. But foundation staff said they would be closely following planning priorities set by the county and other local funding sources, as well as federal programs.
"We want to fill gaps, not duplicate funding," said Lauren Nahme, senior vice president of the Maui Recovery Effort.
The foundation is also taking stock of its spending so far and gathering data for a public impact report on the grants it will release by early August, said HCF president and CEO Micah Kane. "We're definitely going to try and guide as much money as we can based on what we've learned," he said.

    


Leveraging Other Dollars
The Hawaii Community Foundation launched the Maui Strong Fund immediately after the August wildfires. The fund became the principal recipient of private and corporate donations and rose to $193 million. An ongoing question for the foundation had been whether to get money out in the early stages of recovery or "hold back money for when those dollars dry up," Kane said.




Now $97 million has been disbursed, with $52 million going to support elements of the Maui Interim Housing Plan, a $500 million partnership launched in January that includes the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the state.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The nonprofit HomeAid Hawaii received $40 million to build 500 dwellings on the 54-acre Ka Lai Ola development -- budgeted for an overall $115 million. The Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement got $11.3 million toward the buildout of 68 accessory dwelling units for wildfire survivors on county-owned property. The CNHA project includes a workforce development component, Kane said, and he expected the foundation would "learn a lot" from that pilot project.

    


The scale of the housing grants is a reflection of both the fragility of the Maui housing market before the fire and the need to address immediate needs, he said. The allocations are also indicative of the foundation's strategy of matching Maui Strong funds with federal, state and private dollars.
The other major grantees include Maui Economic Opportunity, Hawaii Community Lending, Maui United Way, Catholic Charities and Hawaii Land Trust. Those organizations make up just 3% of a total 181 recipients so far.
Of the remaining 174 grantees, 99 received grants of $100,000 or less. Many of the smaller grants were approved in the immediate aftermath of the disaster to infuse the local economy with much-needed cash, Kane said.
With housing taking up 54% of the grants, 30% went to nonprofits working on economic resilience, 16% to health and social services and 2%, or less than $1.5 million, to natural, historical and cultural projects.

    


Looking ahead, HCF wants to invest in longer-term recovery projects including those that could qualify for federal infrastructure grants available through the Bipartisan Infrastructure Deal, Kane said. The funds don't just have to go to bridges and highways but can also be used for climate resilience efforts and landscape restoration.
Hawaii's state and local governments have a poor track record of applying for competitive grants from the BID but Kane said the foundation's Hawaiian Islands Environmental Finance Center was assisting the Maui Department of Water Supply and Maui County Environmental Management to pursue federal funding opportunities.
"Our team is off to a great start working with Maui County identifying ways that we can accelerate those applications. We do see those as a void." he said. 
Looking For Collaboration, Not Duplication
Not listed among the Maui Strong grantees are any of the Hawaiian homestead associations in Maui County.

    


That omission led the Sovereign Council of Hawaiian Homestead Organizations to circulate a resource kit that compiled the descriptions of the 221 projects funded by the HCF as well as the foundation's instructional documents, using the information on the Maui Strong website, as a guide for other would-be applicants.
Kane said the foundation had a number of conversations with leaders of homestead associations early on. "There is a great array of capacity there, and we would definitely encourage them to continue their effort to seek our support," he said.
The foundation was also considering the feedback from organizations that had so far been unsuccessful. "We try and make sure those that are denied are given a good and open dialogue about the denial," he said, "and they always have an invitation to come back." 

    


Applications could be denied for a range of reasons, including capacity, the timing of the project and whether it aligned with community needs, Nahme said. The foundation does not disclose information about grant applicants, the application itself or the review and evaluation of the application.
She said that HCF was looking for evidence of collaboration and "really wants to see organizations that are working together to make things happen to reduce the duplication of services. The folks that are going it alone, that's definitely a factor," she said.
Aware of the high level of interest in the foundation's handling of the largest non-government wildfire recovery fund, Kane said that "early on we brought in a national audit company, to do what we call verification and validation, and they're looking over our shoulder at all of our processes, on every element of the disaster, with the intention of being better prepared for the next disaster."
Some of that oversight process will be reflected in the foundation's public report assessing the effectiveness of the grants that will be released around the first anniversary of the disaster, he said.
Nahme said it's too soon to say how much of the remaining funds would be devoted to the construction of homes, but the foundation would be monitoring the county's developing plan. "Housing is clearly a high priority, so we want to stay responsive to that," she said.
___
This story was originally published by Honolulu Civil Beat and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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                                        HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) -- Pennsylvania's highest court will decide whether the cash-paying electronic game terminals that have become commonplace in convenience stores, bars and elsewhere are unlicensed gambling machines and, as a result, must be shut down.
The state Supreme Court said this week that it will consider an appeal by the attorney general's office of a lower-court decision that found that what are often called skill games are based on a player's ability -- and not solely on chance, like slot machines and other traditional gambling games.
For years, the state has maintained that the devices are unlicensed gambling machines that are operating illegally and subject to seizure by police. Machine makers, distributors and retailers contend they are legal, if unregulated, games that are not subject to state gambling control laws.

    


The high court's decision to take the case is a significant development that could set rules for years to come regarding how the machines are treated under the law, said Jeffrey Rosenthal, a Blank Rome lawyer representing Parx Casino in suburban Philadelphia.
Pennsylvania's courts and lawmakers have wrestled for years with the legality of the machines. Similar legal fights are playing out in Texas, Virginia and Kentucky. 




The court is wading into the legal fight as lawmakers discuss regulating and taxing the devices as part of their closed-door negotiations to finalize an annual budget ahead of the July 1 start of the new fiscal year

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Pennsylvania Lottery and the state's casino industry oppose skill games and say they are losing revenue to them. Casinos pay a roughly 54% tax on slot machine revenue and say that is an unfair burden when the proliferating skill games pay nothing.
A total number of the skill game terminals remains hard to pin down, although the American Gaming Association estimated there are at least 67,000 in Pennsylvania, more than any other state.

    


"Thousands of substantially similar devices are cropping up in corner stores and bars throughout the state," Attorney General Michelle Henry's office told the court in a brief. 
The agency's lawyers said courts, government and private parties are looking for "clear guidance on the application of the relevant Pennsylvania statutes. Only this court can provide it."
The court said it will determine whether electronic slot machines are illegal games-of-chance gambling devices if they are manufactured with "a so-called 'skill' element that is almost entirely hidden from view and is almost impossible to complete," and how the term slot machines should be defined.
Commonwealth Court Judge Lori Dumas wrote last year that the first stage in playing the games in question "may be analogous to the experience that a slot machine offers." But, Dumas wrote, they also include a memory game feature that distinguishes them from the common definition of a slot machine.
The case began in Dauphin County in 2019, when investigators with the state police's Bureau of Liquor Control Enforcement took the Pennsylvania Skill-branded machines from Champions Sports Bar in Highspire, a few miles south of Harrisburg.

    


No one was charged with a crime, but Champions was issued an administrative citation. The bar and Capital Vending Company Inc., which owns the machines, sued to get the machines and money back. 
A county judge ruled the machines and $525 in cash had to be returned. Commonwealth Court upheld that decision. 
Chris Carusone, a lawyer who represents Champions bar, said the machines are integral to the bar and restaurant business sector in Pennsylvania. "They were a lifeline for these businesses coming out of the pandemic," Carusone said Thursday. 
The games allow players to reverse losses by completing memory challenges, which the attorney general's office has described as involving a minimal element of skill.
The office wrote that the "Follow Me" skill portion "requires quite the eagle eye even to detect this feature, let alone to understand it, let alone to win anything by playing it." 

    


Bills to ban or regulate skill games are pending in the Legislature, and the skill game industry is urging lawmakers to regulate the machines, at least in part to protect them from seizure.
"These bills show the future of skill games is a public policy debate for the General Assembly, and not for this Court," the bar and vending company's lawyers argued in a Supreme Court brief.
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                                        WOODSTOCK, Conn. (AP) -- A minivan carrying 14 puppies hit a utility pole and rolled over in Connecticut on Thursday morning, injuring several dogs, authorities said.
Dogs of several breeds were in crates in the back of the minivan when it crashed at about 6 a.m. in Woodstock, a rural town that borders Massachusetts, fire officials said. Electrical wires fell onto the van, but did not cause any injuries.
The driver was not seriously hurt, but several of the puppies were examined by a veterinarian. Fire officials said one puppy had to be euthanized, and several were taken to an emergency veterinarian center in Massachusetts. Most of the puppies were brought to a local animal shelter.
The cause of the accident was under investigation.
Fire Chief Eric Young said the minivan driver was transporting the puppies from a West Virginia animal rescue to new homes in the region.

    


"The driver was obviously shaken up by the accident," Young said. "He was beating himself up about it."
Young said after the driver told firefighters there were puppies in the back, some of the first responders were leery about checking on them because they didn't want to see any dogs hurt. He said some of the crates were banged up, but most of the puppies seemed OK.
Officials said the puppies will continue on to their new homes after being examined.
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                                        Doug Rand is a lucky man.
The 84-year-old Gallatin Gateway resident is a former assistant professor at Montana State University and lives in a home he designed and built himself over more than 50 years.
Rand's home, a storybook creation with twisting metalwork, multiple interconnected split levels, a whimsical ship's pilothouse and a working bathtub on top of a lookout tower, is a compilation of scavenged and repurposed materials unfolding like unique chapters in his life.
"When little kids come, they really like it because there are little ladders and balconies and things," Rand said.
Rand's luck held when he survived a violent car wreck in 1998. It could be argued that his luck even bounced back when a woman he'd barely met dropped everything and flew to Bozeman to care for him in the aftermath, soon becoming his wife.
Ask him enough questions and Rand will eventually tell you that his 10-acre plot of land just off U.S. Highway 191 with sweeping views of the Spanish Peaks and the Bridger Range was bartered in a trade with a local farmer.

    


Indeed, Rand swears he traded it fair and square for architectural design work, back when the fields surrounding the highway were used to grow seed potatoes and the land was worth a sliver of what it is today.




But, after nearly a lifetime of adding on to his fairytale property, it seems Rand's luck has run out.
That's because his neighbors -- a ranching family named Black that counts its time here in generations -- are ready to lease the land to a mining company that plans to dig a 130-acre gravel pit next door. The plan includes digging up and crushing more than six million cubic yards of material over the course of 20 years in exchange for millions of dollars that would flow to the Blacks, a step they say is necessary to sustain the family ranch. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Proponents say the gravel is desperately needed to complete road and construction projects in Gallatin County and Big Sky, a resort community about 40 miles further south on this winding highway. Detractors say it's just another example of wealthy developers bending the law so they can build vacation homes on the doorstep of Yellowstone.

    


Rand says there's no way he could sell the custom home. It's just not practical, he said, especially with a gravel mining operation kicking up dust on his doorstep.
"It won't be sellable," Rand said, "and it won't be healthy to stay here."
Belgrade-based TMC Inc. is set to operate the pit, but the company's management hasn't broken ground yet due to summer traffic snarls and a looming fight in the courts over the legality of its permit.
The conflict isn't a new one. Land use spats have been happening in Montana for decades, and the particular issue of the Black's gravel pit has been in the news for more than a year.
In March, the Montana Department of Environmental Quality signed off on the project's final permit, spurring a few last-ditch efforts from community members who are fighting to stop the project. 
Tracie Gibbons is the president of the Gateway Conservation Alliance and lives in the nearby Hawk Hill neighborhood where almost every home has views of snow-capped mountains, lush river bottoms and what would be a 130-acre gravel pit operating Monday through Friday for the next decade or two.

    


The gravel road that twists toward her neighborhood is marked by a large plywood sign with an arrow pointing across the highway that reads "Stop This Pit." A smaller sign reads "No Trespassing. Private Roads." 
Gibbons and a few dozen of her neighbors formed their nonprofit last summer after learning about the proposed mine. Their efforts have led to a series of public meetings, community fundraisers and two legal challenges aimed at stopping the project.
Members also gathered signatures and unsuccessfully petitioned Gallatin County to form a 2,200-acre zoning district to prevent future gravel pits in the area.
"It's hard to watch people who've saved their entire lives and then bought their dream home only to be 20 feet off of a gravel pit that they're not going to be able to live next to," Gibbons said. 

    


Gibbons told Montana Free Press that her organization has raised more than $68,000 to spend on legal fees to fight the pit, with some supporters "quietly" paying the organization's legal tab that has surpassed that amount. Those donating to the GCA include small local businesses but also iconic outdoor brands like Patagonia, Sitka hunting gear and Ted Turner's namesake foundation. 
What's more, Gibbons said the GCA offered to shepherd the Black family through the process of legally transferring the property to a conservation land trust that would have yielded millions of dollars and protected the land into perpetuity, all without turning a shovel. 
"We had donors ready to hand over a very fat check to not have that gravel pit going in because they are diehard environmentalists, particularly around the elk migration," Gibbons said.

    


The offer got them nowhere, so Gibbons and the GCA turned to the courts for what could be a lengthy and costly legal battle.
Gibbons said her organization believes the Montana DEQ did not properly investigate the potential for pollution from the mine to leak into the nearby Gallatin River before issuing the permit. She said the DEQ also failed to make environmental review documents available for the public to comment on during the permitting process, which the GCA's lawyers maintain is illegal.
"Ultimately, the (Montana) Supreme Court will make the decision," Gibbons said.
House Bill 599, passed in 2021 by the Montana Legislature, muddies the whole situation. According to Helena attorney Kim Wilson, it was intended to cut much of the red tape around permitting gravel mines.
Wilson's firm, Morrison, Sherwood, Wilson, and Deola, is representing the Gateway Conservation Alliance in two separate lawsuits challenging the permit for the gravel pit. He said the issue comes down to state politics and big money spent on development. 
"The Legislature, willingly or unwillingly, or knowingly or unknowingly, has made it virtually impossible for neighbors of gravel mines to have any meaningful participation prior to a decision, and has made it virtually impossible, short of you having a lot of money, to challenge one of these things," Wilson said.
Describing the legal maneuvering his firm faces as a "procedural morass," Wilson added that he doesn't expect to argue the cases in court anytime soon. He predicted the timeline would be measured in years rather than months.
However, a successful legal challenge would shut down the pit immediately, Wilson said, adding that developers would be wise to hedge their bets or risk losing money spent on developing the gravel mine.
"Even if it starts and your court decision is two years down the road, if that decision overturns the permit, then it's game over for the gravel mine," Wilson said.
So, in the meantime, does the pit move forward? 
Not this year, according to Ken Stoeber, the general manager for TMC Inc., who said the project's legal woes, combined with a busy summer road construction season, has put the brakes on mining, at least until the spring of 2025.
Stoeber said TMC recognized the neighbors' concerns and will install industrial water sprayers to reduce dust, build berms to block views and locate its rock crusher as far away from homes as possible to cut noise levels. Most of the measures are voluntary and not required by state law.
As for polluting the nearby Gallatin River, Stoeber said that digging up gravel and sand shouldn't affect the waterway.
"We don't use any chemicals to mine with," Stoeber said. "We're not mining into the water."
However, for 43-year-old Bayard Black, who moved from Minnesota to take over the ranch for his cancer-stricken father in 2015, the uncertainty swirling around the project and its continuous legal challenges are starting to wear his patience thin.
Black, who might be found clearing birch trees or irrigating his pasture one day and then spending time on web design or photography projects the next, is not your average Montana rancher.
Black was called back to the state a few years ago to help his father run cattle when he learned of the elder Black's health issues. He said the decision to move his graphic design business back home and assume the role he was born into was an easy one.
Like his forebears who cared for the land before Montana was even a state, Black said he believes his family must be financially self-reliant, and he bristles at the idea of putting the property into a conservation easement. For Black, that deal would be like taking money he didn't earn and, he believes, would give too much power to state and local authorities.
"We've never in all our years taken government funding," Black said. "My father and my grandfather were proud of it."
Instead, Black said he'll use the 130 acres of land earmarked for the gravel pit as an investment to help pump much-needed cash into his family's more valuable property, a tract totaling about 2,300 acres that borders the national forest near the mouth of Gallatin Canyon. It's with this premier property that Black hopes to continue his family's legacy.
"A tractor costs more than a mortgage," Black said. "If we're ever going to invest in the necessary infrastructure improvements this ranch needs, we need the pit."
Black said the payout from the gravel pit is likely to be more than $15 million over the course of 20 years. His family, though, stands to make a whole lot more if they decide the fight isn't worth it, he said.
"I'll sell to the highest bidder in Big Sky," Black said, adding, "If they zone me, I'm gone." 
And while he's attended the local community meetings hosted by the Gateway Conservation Alliance and chatted with upset neighbors, Black said he believes they just don't want to see a big, ugly hole in the ground near what most would agree are trophy homes.
"These are all people who live on gravel roads and drive on a highway," said Black, alleging that critics of the pit have cloaked their disgust for the mine with that of environmental concern, a concern he believes is dishonest and selfish.
"I have empathy for my neighbors," Black said. "I have zero empathy for their tactics." 
Asked if he's ready for a legal war of attrition and years of court battles with the Gateway Conservation Alliance, Black responded: "If that's their tactic, I'd say 'Be prepared.' This isn't my first rodeo, and I don't want to see this happen to anyone, including my children."
For Doug Rand, who said he's started to view the threat to his home like it's some kind of terminal disease, the perpetual unknowing is the hardest part. At 84 years old, he wonders if he'll be forced to move from his home. He wonders, too, what has happened to the community he moved to more than 50 years ago. Politics and money, he said, have changed everything.
"A person shouldn't be willing to do something just because it's not illegal," Rand said. "You know, there has to be more than laws, and there has to be a good-neighbor golden rule: Do unto others."
___
This story was originally published by Montana Free Press and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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                    Air tankers dropped water and red retardant on Wednesday on a pair of growing fires in mountainous New Mexico that killed at least one person, damaged more than 1,400 structures, forced thousands to flee a tourist locale and may now threaten hundreds of firefighters amid high wind risks.
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            Cooler temps and rain could help corral blazes that forced thousands to flee New Mexico village

        
        
            Air tankers dropped water and red retardant on Wednesday on a pair of growing fires in mountainous New Mexico that killed at least one person, damaged more than 1,400 structures, forced thousands to flee a tourist locale and may now threaten hundreds of firefighters amid high wind risks.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Cooler temps and rain could help corral blazes that forced thousands to flee New Mexico village
Air tankers dropped water and red retardant on Wednesday on a pair of growing fires in mountainous New Mexico that killed at least one person, damaged more than 1,400 structures, forced thousands to flee a tourist locale and may now threaten hundreds of firefighters amid high wind risks.
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            Residents flee New Mexican village as wildfires bear down on homes

        
        
            Residents of a southern New Mexican mountain village flee their homes as fast-moving wildfires bear down
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Residents of a southern New Mexican mountain village flee their homes as fast-moving wildfires bear down
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    [image: An air tanker soars through a large plume of smoke over and around wildfire-affected areas in the village of Ruidoso, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]
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An air tanker soars through a large plume of smoke over and around wildfire-affected areas in the village of Ruidoso, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)
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[image: Ardis Holder, center, and her daughters Adalene, left, and Analece spend the night at a shelter in Roswell, N.M., after evacuating from Ruidoso, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]
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[image: This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows wildfires burning near Ruidoso, N.M. on Wednesday, June 19, 2024 (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 19 | This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows wildfires burning near Ruidoso, N.M. on Wednesday, June 19, 2024 (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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[image: In this image taken from webcam footage provided by the Village of Ruidoso, smoke rises behind Ruidoso, N.M., on Monday, June 17, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (Village of Ruidoso Tourism Department via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 19 | In this image taken from webcam footage provided by the Village of Ruidoso, smoke rises behind Ruidoso, N.M., on Monday, June 17, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (Village of Ruidoso Tourism Department via AP)
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In this image taken from webcam footage provided by the Village of Ruidoso, smoke rises behind Ruidoso, N.M., on Monday, June 17, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (Village of Ruidoso Tourism Department via AP)
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[image: Steven Dobrovolskis eats a slice of pizza while spending the night at a shelter in Roswell, N.M., after evacuating from Ruidoso, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]
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[image: A car rides on the road to Roswell, N.M., as smoke from a wildfire partially blocks the sun near the village of Ruidoso, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 19 | A car rides on the road to Roswell, N.M., as smoke from a wildfire partially blocks the sun near the village of Ruidoso, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 19
A car rides on the road to Roswell, N.M., as smoke from a wildfire partially blocks the sun near the village of Ruidoso, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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[image: An air tanker drops fire retardant called slurry over and around wildfire-affected areas in the village of Ruidoso, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 19 | An air tanker drops fire retardant called slurry over and around wildfire-affected areas in the village of Ruidoso, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)
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An air tanker drops fire retardant called slurry over and around wildfire-affected areas in the village of Ruidoso, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (Chancey Bush/The Albuquerque Journal via AP)
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[image: Smoke from a wildfire rises over Ruidoso, N.M., Monday, June 17, 2024. Residents of the mountain village of about 7,000 residents fled their homes under evacuation orders with little time to rescue belongings. (Jacquie Escajeda via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 19 | Smoke from a wildfire rises over Ruidoso, N.M., Monday, June 17, 2024. Residents of the mountain village of about 7,000 residents fled their homes under evacuation orders with little time to rescue belongings. (Jacquie Escajeda via AP)
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Smoke from a wildfire rises over Ruidoso, N.M., Monday, June 17, 2024. Residents of the mountain village of about 7,000 residents fled their homes under evacuation orders with little time to rescue belongings. (Jacquie Escajeda via AP)
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[image: Residents of the Mescalero Apache Reservation rest while sheltering at the Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort in Ruidoso, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of residents fled their homes as a wildfire swept into the mountain village of Ruidoso in southern New Mexico. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 19 | Residents of the Mescalero Apache Reservation rest while sheltering at the Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort in Ruidoso, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of residents fled their homes as a wildfire swept into the mountain village of Ruidoso in southern New Mexico. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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Residents of the Mescalero Apache Reservation rest while sheltering at the Inn of the Mountain Gods Resort in Ruidoso, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of residents fled their homes as a wildfire swept into the mountain village of Ruidoso in southern New Mexico. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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[image: Smoke from a wildfire rises over trees in Ruidoso, N.M., Monday, June 17, 2024. Residents of the mountain village of about 7,000 residents fled their homes under evacuation orders with little time to rescue belongings. (Jacquie Escajeda via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 19 | Smoke from a wildfire rises over trees in Ruidoso, N.M., Monday, June 17, 2024. Residents of the mountain village of about 7,000 residents fled their homes under evacuation orders with little time to rescue belongings. (Jacquie Escajeda via AP)
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Smoke from a wildfire rises over trees in Ruidoso, N.M., Monday, June 17, 2024. Residents of the mountain village of about 7,000 residents fled their homes under evacuation orders with little time to rescue belongings. (Jacquie Escajeda via AP)
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[image: A Ruidoso resident sleeps at a shelter in Roswell, N.M., after evacuating from Ruidoso, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 19 | A Ruidoso resident sleeps at a shelter in Roswell, N.M., after evacuating from Ruidoso, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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[image: A Ruidoso resident checks a map on a screen while spending the night at a shelter in Roswell, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 19 | A Ruidoso resident checks a map on a screen while spending the night at a shelter in Roswell, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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A Ruidoso resident checks a map on a screen while spending the night at a shelter in Roswell, N.M., Tuesday, June 18, 2024. Thousands of southern New Mexico residents fled the mountainous village as a wind-whipped wildfire tore through homes and other buildings. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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[image: A couple from Ruidoso, N.M. camps at the Eastern New Mexico State Fairgrounds in Roswell, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]
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A couple from Ruidoso, N.M. camps at the Eastern New Mexico State Fairgrounds in Roswell, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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[image: Trainer John Stinebaugh inspects his horses after evacuating them from Ruidoso Downs to Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 19 | Trainer John Stinebaugh inspects his horses after evacuating them from Ruidoso Downs to Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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[image: Trainer John Stinebaugh inspects his horses after evacuating them from Ruidoso Downs to Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 19 | Trainer John Stinebaugh inspects his horses after evacuating them from Ruidoso Downs to Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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Trainer John Stinebaugh inspects his horses after evacuating them from Ruidoso Downs to Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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[image: Drake Thurman, 13, volunteers to care for a race horse who was evacuated from Ruidoso Downs to Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 19 | Drake Thurman, 13, volunteers to care for a race horse who was evacuated from Ruidoso Downs to Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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Drake Thurman, 13, volunteers to care for a race horse who was evacuated from Ruidoso Downs to Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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[image: Race horses that were evacuated from Ruidoso Downs rest at a stall in Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            17 of 19 | Race horses that were evacuated from Ruidoso Downs rest at a stall in Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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Race horses that were evacuated from Ruidoso Downs rest at a stall in Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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[image: Deep Blue, a winning race horse who was evacuated from Ruidoso Downs, rests at a stall in Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 19 | Deep Blue, a winning race horse who was evacuated from Ruidoso Downs, rests at a stall in Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    18 of 19
Deep Blue, a winning race horse who was evacuated from Ruidoso Downs, rests at a stall in Artesia, N.M., Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Strong wind pushed the larger of two wildfires into the mountain village of Ruidoso, forcing residents to flee. One person was killed and hundreds of structures were damaged. (AP Photo/Andres Leighton)
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[image: This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows the overview of South Fork wildfire in Ruidoso, N.M. on Wednesday, June 19, 2024 (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            19 of 19 | This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows the overview of South Fork wildfire in Ruidoso, N.M. on Wednesday, June 19, 2024 (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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This satellite image released by Maxar Technologies shows the overview of South Fork wildfire in Ruidoso, N.M. on Wednesday, June 19, 2024 (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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                                        SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) -- Fire crews braced for flooding, lightning and cooling weather as they battled a pair of growing fires Thursday that have killed at least two people while tearing through an evacuated mountain village in southern New Mexico.
Residents of the village of Ruidoso fled the larger fire with little notice as it swept into neighborhoods on Tuesday. The National Weather Service reported overcast skies with temperatures in the 60s (16-21 degrees Celsius) on Thursday morning at an small airport 15 miles (22 kilometers) northeast of Ruidoso.
The fires advanced along the mountain headwaters of Eagle Creek and the Rio Ruidoso with 0% containment Thursday, with crews using heavy equipment to build fire lines while water and retardant dropped from the air. 
"The big concern right now is flooding," Ruidoso Mayor Lynn Crawford told the KWMW "W105" radio on Thursday. "We got less than two-tenths of an inch of rain yesterday but because of all the burn scar, there's nothing holding it up. We had flooding already over the bridges."

    


About 1,400 structures have been destroyed or damaged, and Crawford estimated about half were homes. Whole portions of some communities were lost, he said.




"These are things that are burnt to the foundations and all the trees around it," he said. "It's devastating."
Authorities say a badly burned 60-year-old man who died was found by the side of the road near the popular Swiss Chalet Inn in Ruidoso. On Wednesday, officers discovered the skeletal remains of an unidentified second person in the driver seat of a burned vehicle.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hundreds of firefighters have been trying to prevent spot fires.
Much of the Southwest has been exceedingly dry and hot in recent months. Those conditions, along with strong wind, whipped flames out of control, rapidly advancing the South Fork Fire into Ruidoso. Evacuations extended to hundreds of homes, business, a regional medical center and the Ruidoso Downs horse track. 

    


Nationwide, wildfires have scorched more than 3,280 square miles (8,495 square kilometers) this year -- a figure higher than the 10-year averages, according to the National Interagency Fire Center. About 20 wildfires burning in California, Washington state and elsewhere are considered large and uncontained.
The two southern New Mexico wildfires have consumed more than 31 square miles (80 square kilometers). 
The exact causes of the blazes haven't been determined, but the Southwest Coordination Center listed them as human-caused.
"This is the one that we always feared the most, and it's hit," Crawford said.
___
Lee reported from Santa Fe, New Mexico. Associated Press writers Felicia Fonseca in Flagstaff, Arizona; Anita Snow in Phoenix; Rio Yamat and Ken Ritter in Las Vegas; and Scott Sonner in Reno, Nevada, contributed to this report.
___
AP Ruidoso wildfires page: https://apnews.com/hub/ruidoso

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/wildfire-advances-new-mexico-village-940f8193f1fc0c6c68a5276927aa5122
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                                        QUITMAN, Texas (AP) -- Addy Lois Dunn's memory became a concern after she began running red lights and forgetting well-worn routes. She would soon be diagnosed with dementia, and her family, including her son, Randy Dunn, would rally to her care.
That was more than 20 years ago. Addy is now gone. She died in February 2012 at 74.
Yet, her battle inspired Randy, who is now the mayor of Quitman, a small East Texas town. And he is part of a group on a multi-year quest to establish a new kind of care for Texans living with dementia and Alzheimer's.
The project -- a 54-bed hospital based on a Scandinavian health care model that provides residents with more independence -- is waiting for crucial support from the state Legislature.
The city has already won a $6 million grant from the federal government. However, they can't cash that check until the state agrees to match funds. Mayor Dunn had hoped the Legislature would act during the 2023 session, which included a record surplus in the state budget. Lawmakers did not oblige.

    


That makes this time leading up to the 2025 legislative session critical to Dunn and his partners.




The Quitman group, which includes multiple members who have loved ones who died from memory loss diseases and health care professionals, see their work as putting Texas on the map for memory loss care.
"It'll be a national model," said Tom Mullins, a contractor for the University of Texas health system assisting with business development in East Texas.
A movement begins

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Addy was lucky. She was able to stay home with her husband, Franklin, for the duration of her battle with dementia. And unlike many of the hundreds of thousands of Texans living with the disease, she had a village of friends to care for her, allowing her to roam freely on the family farm.
But it was still difficult for the family to care for her.
"For my mom, if we had had some of this training, it would have made it so much more pleasant for everyone," Dunn said.

    


Addy's situation is not the norm for Texans living with memory loss, Dunn said, a fact he learned after he was approached by other professionals in his town.
In 2020, Orval Lindsey, a member of the Wood County Hospital board, and Annette Simpkins, president of the Wood County Healthcare Foundation, met with Dunn and pitched him on the memory care idea. As mayor of Quitman, they said, he could take the project further by providing community support.
Options for memory care in East Texas -- and across the U.S. -- are limited by what families can afford. Even then, services may be limited to sedation and locked wards, as Lindsey learned when caring for his own family.
But Lindsey had seen high-end private care villages, a Scandinavian concept, that have begun to spring up across the world. Lindsey and Simpkins, among several others, thought the village could be replicated -- and made accessible for low-income families -- in East Texas.
Early estimates suggested the project would cost at least $60 million -- a steep figure for a community of 2,301.
Quitman is an unassuming little community and an unlikely place for such a facility.

    


It sits about an hour north of Tyler, the nearest metropolitan area. But it is energetic for a small town. Cars bustle to and from the small businesses that pepper the town's two square miles and leaders see growth in its future as bigger businesses also establish themselves in the area.
About 10% of Quitman residents live below the poverty line, and 6% of residents over 65 live in poverty. The East Texas region had a 16% poverty rate between 2015 and 2019, according to the most recent economic overview of the region by the University of Texas in Tyler.
Early in the process, the group conducted a needs assessment of a 45-mile radius that looked at demographics like age, health, financial feasibility and more.
"As we moved through each step, we gathered more detailed information, and that gave us confidence that what we're doing here is on the right track," said Mullins, who Dunn said has been instrumental in pushing the project forward.

    


The federal government agreed and awarded Quitman a $6 million grant. However, the grant is contingent on matching state funds. And despite lobbying from the Quitman community and a record surplus, the state Legislature has yet to act.
Dunn and others worked with state Sen. Bryan Hughes, a Republican who was born in Quitman and represents parts of East Texas, to write legislation to match the federal grant. The bill never advanced during the budget process.
Hughes did not respond to an interview request from The Texas Tribune. Dunn said he believes Hughes and state Rep. Cole Hefner, R-Mount Pleasant, support the project.
"Both of them have met with us multiple times and agree there is a huge need for this project," Dunn said.
The federal grant, which was championed by U.S. Rep. Lance Gooden, R-Terrell, is available through the 2025 session, Dunn said. That gives the Legislature one more chance to act.

    


"It is vital that leaders prepare the state for the growing need for research on the prevention and treatment of brain-related diseases," AARP Texas State-Federal Strategy Director Kathy Green said. "By funding research within Texas, leaders can ensure that Texans reap the benefits of new technologies and treatments."
Budding inspiration
The group found inspiration in European dementia villages established by Dr. John Zeisel, an internationally known expert on dementia care and treatment.
Zeisel's interest in dementia care was first piqued in the 1990s and grew after visiting a quiet dementia care neighborhood in the Netherlands where patients were given the freedom to pursue daily routines in a peaceful and less restrictive environment. This, he thought, should be the standard for care.
"We have to shift from the predominant despair narrative around dementia, which says, 'The minute you get a diagnosis, it's downhill from here'," Zeisel said.
Dementia and Alzheimer's are often confused as the same illness. But they are different.
Dementia is a progressive neurological disorder that affects memory, thinking, and behavior and is typically caused by damage to brain cells. Dementia is also often used as an overarching term that refers to a range of symptoms that affect cognitive abilities.
Alzheimer's disease is a specific type of dementia and the most common, characterized by progressive memory loss and cognitive decline.
Other types of dementia exist, each with its distinct causes and characteristics.
The progression of dementia due to Alzheimer's is gradual and may take years to reach the point where around-the-clock medical care is needed. Many people with dementia can continue to operate with a modicum of freedom in the world with moderate help.
Zeisel conducted a two-day training session for the Quitman group, which led to the current vision. In concept, the Quitman facility will house 54 people who can spend their days working on a farm, tending animals or a garden, taking walks and generally living life.
"These folks are still living. We need to create an environment that will allow them to still do things. A lot of them are still mobile," Dunn said.
Family members can visit regularly. And the facility will offer training to medical professionals and students alike, a key component that would provide ongoing funding for the facility. A likely partner will be the University of Texas at Tyler and its medical school.
The plan also includes training for family and friends who are primary caregivers for people living with memory loss.
"For my mom, if we had had some of this training, it would have made it so much more pleasant for everyone," Dunn said. "She wasn't a violent person but still it would allow her to do more."
Is this possible?
Quitman would be the first of its kind established in the U.S., Ziesel said.
Carmen Tilton, vice president of public policy at the Texas Assisted Living Association, is skeptical the care facility would lead to a dramatic shift in care. Even if the facility opens, Tilton said, the level of care would likely be difficult to replicate across the state due to the cost.
Community collaborative projects like the one in Quitman are phenomenal ideas, but most regions cannot replicate them as they require a certain level of buy-in and broad support, Tilton said.
"Every part of the ecosystem needs to be on the same page for something like this to work. And even when you do have it, it can be tough to sustain," Tilton said.
Dementia villages won't take off in Texas until there is a fundamental shift in how Medicare and Medicaid provide residential services, Tilton said. Medicare doesn't cover assisted living services at all. Medicaid does, but only at a rate of $40 a day. That rate is expected to cover meals, housing, health care, support services, housekeeping and activities.
The cost of memory care varies depending on where someone lives in Texas. Families can expect to pay around $4,000 to $6,000 per month. The national average monthly cost for memory care facilities is around $7,500.
The group hopes to pay for it by partnerships with educational institutions, foundations and government grants.
Other dementia-type villages around the country have switched to only provide daytime residential facilities due to staffing shortages, limiting the effectiveness of these facilities.
This gulf between how state programs value holistic or residential care services like a dementia village seems to be an insurmountable hurdle in making this an option for all Texans and the country.
"Access to that kind of environment is going to be really, really limited to just those who have the very highest incomes," Tilton said. "And we can't make a system that only works for people in the absolute top income bracket."
The Quitman team will continue to push for other forms of funding through grants, regional buy-in and fundraising.
"This town could be a community, an Alzheimer's friendly community, where the restaurants and everybody in town would understand how Alzheimer's works and be more accepting to them," said Debbie Robinson, vice president of the Wood County Healthcare Foundation. "They would have a place, and not just be a person with Alzheimer's locked in a closed hallway."
___
This story was originally published by The Texas Tribune and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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    [image: FILE - American Airlines President Robert Isom speaks at a news conference about the company's new partnership with Alaska Airlines, Thursday, Feb. 13, 2020, in Seattle. On Monday, Oct. 3, 2022, American CEO Isom defended his airline's partnership with JetBlue, saying there is no other way for American to grow fast enough to compete with Delta and United in the Northeast. (AP Photo/Elaine Thompson, File)]
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- American Airlines put an unspecified number of employees on leave for their involvement in an incident in which several Black passengers were removed from a flight in Phoenix, allegedly over a complaint about body odor.
American CEO Robert Isom wrote in a note to staff that the incident was unacceptable. 
"I am incredibly disappointed by what happened on that flight and the breakdown of our procedures," Isom said in the note this week. "It contradicts our values. ... We fell short of our commitments and failed our customers in this incident."
Three Black passengers sued the airline last month, charging that they were removed from the January flight because of racial discrimination. They said they were told that a white male flight attendant had complained about an unidentified passenger's body odor.
The men said they did not know each other and were seated separately while waiting for the plane to depart for New York. The three said they were among eight passengers - all the Black men on the flight, they said - who were told to leave the plane.

    


The men said they demanded an explanation for their removal during a confrontation with airline personnel in the jet bridge. At least one of the men recorded the discussion, capturing an airline employee seeming to agree that the men were discriminated against, according to their lawsuit. 




After a delay of about an hour, they were allowed back on the plane.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

American did not say how many employees were put on leave or describe their job titles. A spokesperson for the airline said, "We are holding those involved accountable, including removing team members from service." 
Isom said American would form an advisory group to focus on the experience of Black customers, to promote the reporting of discrimination allegations, and to improve diversity training to "focus on real-world situations to help recognize and address bias and discrimination."

    


In his note, which was reported earlier by CBS News, Isom said he had spoken with the president of the NAACP about the incident. The civil rights group did not immediately respond to a request for comment Thursday.
American has faced allegations of discrimination in the recent past. In 2017, the NAACP warned Black travelers about flying on the airline, claiming that several African American passengers had experienced discrimination from airline employees. American promised to make changes, and the NAACP lifted the advisory nearly nine months later.
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    [image: FILE - The overdose-reversal drug Narcan is displayed during training for employees of the Public Health Management Corporation (PHMC), Dec. 4, 2018, in Philadelphia. Drug overdose deaths in Kentucky fell nearly 10% in 2023, marking a second straight decline in the fight against an addiction epidemic that's far from over, Gov. Andy Beshear said Thursday. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke, File)]
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                                        Kentucky will distribute more than $12 million in the latest round of funding to groups at the front lines of combating drug addiction, state Attorney General Russell Coleman said Thursday.
Several dozen organizations will share in the latest influx of funding to bolster prevention, treatment and enforcement efforts statewide, the Republican attorney general said. It comes as Kentucky achieves some progress in an addiction epidemic that's far from over, and it poses a big challenge for Coleman, who took office at the start of this year, and other state leaders.
"We're here to save lives," Coleman said during an event in Lexington, the state's second-largest city.
The Kentucky Opioid Abatement Advisory Commission is funneling the money to an array of programs from small towns to large cities. The commission is responsible for distributing Kentucky's share of nearly $900 million recovered in settlements with opioid companies. Half of Kentucky's settlement will flow directly to cities and counties. The commission oversees the state's half.

    


"This is blood money, purchased by pain and devastation of families across this commonwealth, which is why we must be such stewards of this money," Coleman said.




With the latest round of funding, the commission has awarded $55 million so far to "try to save lives and tackle this crisis," Coleman said. The commission this month selected 51 organizations from more than 160 applications to share in the latest $12 million-plus allotment, he said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We're building programs and services that help Kentuckians for the next generation," he said.
Coleman has stressed the need to build a statewide drug prevention effort.
"We exist in a commonwealth where as little as one pill can and is taking our sons and our daughters," he said. "But yet we lack a statewide prevention effort in our commonwealth. That will change."

    


Kentucky has started to make "some degree of progress" in the fight against drug addiction, he said.
Drug overdose deaths in Kentucky fell nearly 10% in 2023, marking a second straight annual decline in the fight against the addiction epidemic, Democratic Gov. Andy Beshear said recently, citing the state's latest Drug Overdose Fatality Report.
The number of fatal overdoses statewide dropped below 2,000, as officials credited a comprehensive response that includes treatment and prevention, as well as illegal drug seizures by law enforcement.
Fentanyl, a powerful synthetic opioid, remained the biggest culprit, accounting for 79% of overdose deaths in 2023, the report said.
"Even while we celebrate progress, there's a lot of heartbreak and pain because of this epidemic that continues," Beshear said recently.
Kentucky is at the forefront nationally in the per-capita number of residential drug and alcohol treatment beds, Beshear has said. The governor also pointed to the state's Treatment Access Program, which allows people without health insurance to enter residential treatment.
Senate Republican leader Mitch McConnell, who has steered huge sums of federal funding to his home state to combat its addiction woes, said the latest report was a "cause for hope."

    


Kentucky's Republican-dominated legislature passed a sweeping measure this year that's meant to combat crime. A key section took aim at the prevalence of fentanyl by creating harsher penalties when its distribution results in fatal overdoses.
Coleman made the funding announcement Thursday at Lexington's DV8 Kitchen. It offers second-chance employment opportunities for people in the early stages of recovery. DV8 Kitchen received a prevention grant of more than $150,000 to establish an employee success mentorship program.
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                                        Kerry Max Cook is innocent of the 1977 murder of Linda Jo Edwards, the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals found, citing stunning allegations of prosecutorial misconduct that led to Cook spending 20 years on death row for a crime he did not commit.
Cook was released from prison in 1997 and Smith County prosecutors set aside his conviction in 2016. The ruling Wednesday, by the state's highest criminal court, formally exonerates him.
"This case is riddled with allegations of State misconduct that warrant setting aside Applicant's conviction," Judge Bert Richardson wrote in the majority opinion. "And when it comes to solid support for actual innocence, this case contains it all -- uncontroverted Brady violations, proof of false testimony, admissions of perjury and new scientific evidence."
Cook, now 68, became an advocate against the death penalty after his release. The ruling ends, as Richardson wrote, a "winding legal odyssey" stretching 40 years that was "marked by bookends of deception."

    


Prosecutors in Smith County, in East Texas, accused Cook of the 1977 rape, murder and mutilation of 21-year-old Edwards. Cook's first conviction in 1978 was overturned. A second trial in 1992 ended in a mistrial and a third in 1994 concluded with a new conviction and death sentence. The Court of Criminal Appeals reversed the second verdict in 1996, stating that misconduct by police and prosecutors had tainted the case from the start.




The Smith County district attorney intended to try Cook a fourth time in 1999 but settled for a plea deal in which Cook was released from prison but his conviction stood. Until Wednesday, he was still classified as a murderer by the Texas justice system.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Smith County District Attorney Jacob Putman did not immediately respond to a request for comment. Cook could not be reached for comment.
The Court of Criminal Appeals opinion Wednesday noted numerous instances of wrongdoing by police and prosecutors. During the 1978 trial, the prosecution illegally withheld favorable evidence from Cook's defense team and much of the evidence they did present was revealed to be false.

    


One of the prosecution's witnesses was a jailhouse snitch who met Cook at the Smith County jail and said Cook confessed to the murder. The witness later recanted his testimony as false, stating: "I lied on him to save myself."
The prosecution also withheld that in exchange for that damning testimony, they had agreed to lower that witness's first-degree murder charge to voluntary manslaughter.
___
This story was originally published by The Texas Tribune and distributed through a partnership with The Associated Press.
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    [image: This image provided by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission shows a glass coffee mug being recalled across the U.S. after dozens of burn and laceration injuries were reported by consumers. According to a notice on Thursday, June 20, 2024 from the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, the now-recalled JoyJolt-branded Declan Single Wall Glass Coffee Mugs can crack or break when filled with hot liquids. (U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission via AP)]
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Some 580,000 glass coffee mugs are being recalled across the U.S. after dozens of burn and laceration injuries were reported by consumers.
According to a Thursday notice from the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, the now-recalled JoyJolt-branded "Declan Single Wall Glass Coffee Mugs" can crack or break when filled with hot liquids.
To date, the CPSC added, there have been 103 incidents of these glasses breaking at the base -- resulting in 56 injuries. That includes 35 reports of burns across the body from spilled hot liquids and 21 cuts, with seven requiring medical attention like surgery and stitches.
The 16-ounce coffee mugs, distributed by New York-based MM Products Inc., were sold online at the company's JoyJolt website as well as Amazon.com from September 2019 through May 2022 in sets of six for between $20 and $25. The recalled glasses have model number JG10242 -- which can be found on the side of the products' packaging and order confirmation.

    


Consumers in possession of these recalled mugs are urged to immediately stop using them, and contact MM Products for a full refund. Registration is also available online at JoyJolt's recall page.
On this page, the company notes that it issued the voluntary recall because "your safety is our top priority" -- later adding that it appreciates impacted customers' understanding and cooperation.
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                    An Alaska man and two police officers joined forces to rescue a baby calf from what police described as "sure demise" after it got stuck between a floatplane and a dock in a lake.
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    [image: In this image taken from video provided by Spencer Warren, who works for a wilderness guiding service, he arrived about 6:30 a.m. Friday, June 14, 2024, to prepare the floatplane for a client's trip when he discovered the calf trapped in Beluga Lake in Homer, Alaska. Warren and two police officers rescued the baby calf from what police described as ]
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In this image taken from video provided by Spencer Warren, a moose licks her baby calf after it was rescued from being trapped between a dock and floatplane, in Beluga Lake Friday, June 14, 2024, in Homer, Alaska. Warren, who works for a wilderness guiding service, arrived early Friday morning to prepare a floatplane for a client's trip when he discovered the calf trapped by a dock. Warren and two police officers rescued the calf from what police described as "a sure demise" after it fell into a lake and got stuck in a narrow space between a floatplane and a dock. (Spencer Warren via AP)
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                                        ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) -- An Alaska man and two police officers rescued a baby moose from what police described as "a sure demise" after it fell into a lake and got stuck in a narrow space between a floatplane and a dock. 
Spencer Warren, who works for the outdoor tourism company Destination Alaska Adventure Co., had arrived at work about 6:30 a.m. Friday to prepare a floatplane for the day's trip when he heard what he thought was an odd-sounding bird.
He quickly spotted the moose calf stuck between the floats of the plane and the dock at Beluga Lake in Homer, a Kenai Peninsula community about 220 miles (350 kilometers) south of Anchorage. The floats replace the wheels on a plane, allowing it to take off and land on water.
He immediately thought, "Oh, man, where is mama? I know she's nearby," before spotting the worried mother about 4 feet (1.2 meters) away with another calf. Mother moose can be dangerously protective of their calves -- a photographer was killed by a mama moose protecting her young just last month in Homer.

    


The baby moose tried to get out of the lake, but couldn't get its footing on the top of the metal float with its hooves. Its wary mother was keeping Warren, the would-be rescuer, from getting too close as it struggled.




"It's like an ice rink for the moose and its hooves," Warren said of Friday's rescue. "So he just kept slipping and slipping and could not get up."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Warren checked in with his boss, who called Homer police. 
One officer eventually positioned his police cruiser between the mama moose and the floatplane to allow another officer and Warren to rescue the calf, Homer Police Lt. Ryan Browning told The Associated Press.
The calf had one leg outstretched across the top of the plane's float, where it was stuck.
"You know, kind of thankfully, he wasn't moving so that it made the rescue a little bit easier," Warren said. "We just lifted him straight out and, put him on the dock there."
The exhausted calf splayed out on the boardwalk until an officer helped it stand. The calf reunited with its mother and she licked the water off its body -- all of it caught on camera by Warren.
"Anytime you can rescue a little critter, it always makes you feel good," Browning said.
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    [image: FILE - Pigeons gather on a bridge over the river Main with a church clock in background in Frankfurt, Germany, early Wednesday, May 15, 2019. A German town's referendum on culling pigeons has led to an uproar by animal rights activists. (AP Photo/Michael Probst, File)]
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- An ongoing fight between residents and animal rights activists over whether to cull pigeons in a small German town has led to an uproar -- even though a majority of the residents voted in favor of culling the birds in a referendum earlier this month.
On Thursday, officials in the central German town of Limburg were still considering whether to proceed with the referendum results.
"There is no timetable for implementation," town spokesman Johannes Laubach told The Associated Press. "The resolution stipulates that there will be another comprehensive case-by-case review before implementation."
For years, the issue of the town's pigeons has frustrated many of the residents and business owners. The legal fight was prompted by complaints over the birds' dropping from residents, restaurateurs and market vendors around Limburg's Neumarkt central square.

    


A recent count of the pigeons showed that there were around 700 birds living in the town, German news agency dpa reported.
Last November, the town's council decided that a falconer should be commissioned to decimate Limburg's pigeon population, likely killing them by breaking their necks. The decision was met with fierce protests from animal rights activists and a petition for signatures, after which a referendum was initiated, dpa said.




After this month's referendum, Limburg's mayor Marius Hahn said the citizens had decided "that the pigeon population should be reduced over the next two years by a falconer who stuns and kills animals," the report added.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

However, animal rights groups also expressed shock about the outcome of the June 9 referendum, calling it a "death sentence" and threatening legal action.
On Thursday, spokesman Laubach told the AP that a final review of the implementation of the referendum was still pending.
In a 2011 decision, an administrative court in Kassel, in the state of Hesse, where Limburg is located, had linked the killing of pigeons to various conditions, such as the size of the population, health risks or damage to buildings.

    


"This means that we have to check carefully whether we are fulfilling the requirements of the administrative court in Kassel," Laubach said. "The question here is whether the pigeons are causing damage to buildings, whether they are causing health hazards or whether the population is so large that action can be taken. "
Town representatives, the mayor and and administrative officials have had their share of grief as well, being on the receiving end of insults and threatening emails, letters and phone calls by "pigeon welfare activists" for a long time, Laubach said.
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                    Two climate protesters were arrested after orange paint was sprayed on the ancient Stonehenge monument in southern England. 
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    [image: In this handout photo, Just Stop Oil protesters sit after spraying an orange substance on Stonehenge, in Salisbury, England, Wednesday June 19, 2024. (Just Stop Oil via AP)]
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In this handout photo, Just Stop Oil protesters sit after spraying an orange substance on Stonehenge, in Salisbury, England, Wednesday June 19, 2024. (Just Stop Oil via AP)
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In this handout photo, Just Stop Oil protesters sit after spraying an orange substance on Stonehenge, in Salisbury, England, Wednesday June 19, 2024. (Just Stop Oil via AP)
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[image: FILE - Revelers gather at the ancient stone circle Stonehenge to celebrate the summer solstice, the longest day of the year, near Salisbury, England, June 21, 2023. Summer kicks off in the Northern Hemisphere once again with the summer solstice on Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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FILE - Revelers gather at the ancient stone circle Stonehenge to celebrate the summer solstice, the longest day of the year, near Salisbury, England, June 21, 2023. Summer kicks off in the Northern Hemisphere once again with the summer solstice on Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Two climate protesters who sprayed orange paint on the ancient Stonehenge monument in southern England were arrested Wednesday after two bystanders appeared to intervene and stop them.
The latest act by Just Stop Oil was quickly condemned by Prime Minister Rishi Sunak as a "disgraceful act of vandalism." Labour leader Keir Starmer, his main opponent in the election next month, called the group "pathetic" and said the damage was "outrageous." 
The incident came just a day before thousands are expected to gather at the roughtly 4,500-year-old stone circle to celebrate the summer solstice -- the longest day of the year in the Northern Hemisphere.
English Heritage, which manages the site, said it was "extremely upsetting" and said curators were investigating the damage. Just Stop Oil said the paint was made of cornstarch and would dissolve in the rain.





    


Video released by the group showed a man it identified as Rajan Naidu, 73, unleash a fog of orange from a fire extinguisher-style paint sprayer at one of the vertical stones. 
As voices can be heard yelling "stop," a person wearing a ballcap and raincoat ran up and grabbed Naidu's arm and tried to pull him away from the monument. A man in a blue shirt joined in and wrestled the paint sprayer away. 
The second protester, identified as Niamh Lynch, 21, managed to spray three stones before the first bystander in the hat stopped her.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Wiltshire Police said the pair were arrested on suspicion of damaging one of the world's most famous prehistoric monuments and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
Stonehenge was built on the flat lands of Salisbury Plain in stages starting 5,000 years ago, with the unique stone circle erected in the late Neolithic period about 2,500 B.C. 
Just Stop Oil is one of many environmental groups around Europe that have received attention -- and blowback -- for disrupting sporting events, splashing paint and food on famous works of art and interrupting traffic to draw attention to global warming. 

    


The group said it acted in response to the Labour Party's recent election manifesto. Labour has said that if it wins the election on July 4, it would not issue further licenses for oil and gas exploration. Just Stop Oil backs the moratorium but said it is not enough. 
In a statement, the group said Labour, which is leading in polls and widely expected by pundits and politicians to lead the next government, needs to go further and sign a treaty to phase out fossil fuels by 2030.
"Continuing to burn coal, oil and gas will result in the death of millions," the group said in a statement. 
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    [image: FILE- The OpenAI logo is displayed on a cell phone with an image on a computer monitor generated by ChatGPT's Dall-E text-to-image model, Dec. 8, 2023, in Boston. lya Sutskever, one of the founders of OpenAI who was involved in a failed effort to push out CEO Sam Altman, said he's starting a safety-focused artificial intelligence company. Sutskever, a respected AI researcher who left the ChatGPT maker last month, said in a social media post on Wednesday, June 19, 2024 that he's setting up Safe Superintelligence Inc. with two co-founders. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer, File)]
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                                        The Associated Press (AP) -- Ilya Sutskever, one of the founders of OpenAI who was involved in a failed effort to push out CEO Sam Altman, said he's starting a safety-focused artificial intelligence company. 
Sutskever, a respected AI researcher who left the ChatGPT maker last month, said in a social media post Wednesday that he's created Safe Superintelligence Inc. with two co-founders. The company's only goal and focus is safely developing "superintelligence" -- a reference to AI systems that are smarter than humans.
The company vowed not to be distracted by "management overhead or product cycles," and under its business model, work on safety and security would be "insulated from short-term commercial pressures," Sutskever and his co-founders Daniel Gross and Daniel Levy said in a prepared statement. 
The three said Safe Superintelligence is an American company with roots in Palo Alto, California, and Tel Aviv, "where we have deep roots and the ability to recruit top technical talent."

    


Sutskever was part of a group that made an unsuccessful attempt last year to oust Altman. The boardroom shakeup, which Sutskever later said he regretted, also led to a period of internal turmoil centered on whether leaders at OpenAI were prioritizing business opportunities over AI safety.




At OpenAI, Sutskever jointly led a team focused on safely developing better-than-human AI known as artificial general intelligence, or AGI. When he left OpenAI, he said that he had plans for a "very personally meaningful" project, but offered no details. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sutskever said that it was his choice to leave OpenAI. 
Days after his departure, his team co-leader Jan Leike also resigned and leveled criticism at OpenAI for letting safety "take a backseat to shiny products." OpenAI later announced the formation of a safety and security committee, but it's been filled mainly with company insiders. 
___
The Associated Press and OpenAI have a licensing and technology agreement that allows OpenAI access to part of the AP's text archives.
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    [image: FILE - The Snapchat app on a mobile device is seen in New York. Snap Inc., Wednesday, Aug. 9, 2017. The owner of Snapchat will pay $15 million to settle a lawsuit brought by California's civil rights agency that claimed the company discriminated against female employees, failed to prevent workplace sexual harassment and retaliated against women who complained. (AP Photo/Richard Drew, File)]
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[image: FILE - The icon for instant messaging app Snapchat is seen on a smartphone, Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2023, in Marple Township, Pa. The owner of Snapchat will pay $15 million to settle a lawsuit brought by California's civil rights agency that claimed the company discriminated against female employees, failed to prevent workplace sexual harassment and retaliated against women who complained. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum)]
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                                        SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Snapchat Inc. will pay $15 million to settle a lawsuit brought by California's civil rights agency that claimed the company discriminated against female employees, failed to prevent workplace sexual harassment and retaliated against women who complained. 
The settlement with Snapchat Inc., which owns the popular disappearing-message app by the same name, covers women who worked for the company in California between 2014 and 2024, the California Civil Rights Department announced Wednesday. The settlement is subject to court approval.
The agreement resolves a more than three-year investigation over claims that the Santa Monica, California-based company discriminated against female employees when it came to pay and promotions, the department said in a statement. 
The bulk of the settlement money will go to employees who faced discrimination at Snapchat Inc., California officials said.

    


"In California, we're proud of the work of our state's innovators who are a driving force of our nation's economy," said Kevin Kish, director of California's civil rights agency. "This settlement with Snapchat demonstrates a shared commitment to a California where all workers have a fair chance at the American Dream. Women are entitled to equality in every job, in every workplace, and in every industry."




Snapchat Inc. said it disagrees with the agency's claims but that it decided to settle to avoid costly and lengthy litigation.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We care deeply about our commitment to maintain a fair and inclusive environment at Snap, and do not believe we have any ongoing systemic pay equity, discrimination, harassment, or retaliation issues against women," the company said in a statement. 
Snapchat Inc. grew from 250 employees in 2015 to over 5,000 in 2022. But the growth didn't translate to advancement for female employees who "were told to wait their turn, were actively discouraged from applying for promotions, or lost promotion opportunities to less qualified male colleagues," California officials said. 

    


In particular, women in engineering roles, which account for about 70% of Snap's workforce, found barriers when trying to advance from entry-level positions, according to the complaint.
California's civil rights agency also said in its lawsuit that women were sexually harassed and that when they spoke up, they faced retaliation that included negative performance reviews and termination. Male managers routinely promoted male employees over more qualified women, the agency said.
"Women were told, both implicitly and explicitly, that they were second-class citizens at Snap," the agency said in its lawsuit. 
The settlement will require the company to hire an independent consultant to evaluate its compensation and promotion policies and retain an outside auditor of its sexual harassment, retaliation, and discrimination compliance. The company will also have to train its staff on preventing discrimination, retaliation and sexual harassment in the workplace, officials said.
Snapchat Inc. also agreed to provide information to all employees about their right to report harassment or discrimination without fear of retaliation.
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                                        Change Healthcare is starting to notify hospitals, insurers and other customers that they may have had patient information exposed in a massive cyberattack.
The company also said Thursday that it expects to begin notifying individuals or patients in late July.
Change Healthcare, a subsidiary of health care giant UnitedHealth Group, provides technology used to submit and process billions of insurance claims a year. Hackers gained access in February to its system and unleashed a ransomware attack that encrypted and froze large parts of it.
The attack triggered a disruption of payment and claims processing around the country, stressing doctor's offices and health care systems by interfering with their ability to file claims and get paid.
Change says names, addresses, health insurance information and personal information like Social Security numbers may have been exposed in the attack. The company is still investigating.

    


It said Thursday that it has reviewed more than 90% of impacted files and has seen no signs that doctors' charts or full medical histories were taken.
After the attack, UnitedHealth paid a $22 million ransom in bitcoin, CEO Andrew Witty has said.


Witty said during Congressional hearings last month that all of the company's core systems, including claims payment and pharmacy processing, were functional.
The company has been offering to pay for two years of credit monitoring and identity theft protection for people worried that their information may have been exposed in the attack.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                    Thousands of people from across the world are expected to gather at Stonehenge in southern England to mark the summer solstice. The ancient monument is a focal point for spiritual rituals on the longest day of the year and the first day of astronomical summer. (AP Video by Mustakim Hasnath)
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    [image: FILE - Revelers gather at the ancient stone circle Stonehenge to celebrate the summer solstice, the longest day of the year, near Salisbury, England, June 21, 2023. Summer kicks off in the Northern Hemisphere once again with the summer solstice on Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung, File)]
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                                        DALLAS (AP) -- It's time for the start of summer -- with a full moon to boot.
Here's what to know about the summer solstice in the Northern Hemisphere on Thursday. 
What is the summer solstice?
The Earth spins on a tilt as it revolves around the sun. The summer solstice occurs for Earth's upper half when the Northern Hemisphere is tilted most closely toward the sun. This also marks the longest day and shortest night of the year.
Around the same time, the Southern Hemisphere is at its most extreme tilt away from the sun, entering winter solstice and its shortest day of the year.
Six months later, the halves will switch it up: The Northern Hemisphere will experience a winter solstice, and the Southern Hemisphere will have a summer solstice.

    
    Summer Living: Your guide to a better summer

	In theaters: Virtually all the movies coming to theaters and streaming from May to Labor Day
	On your playlist: Who will have the 2024 song of the summer? Some predictions
	Outdoors: What to look for in mosquito repellents and how to protect yourself from ticks
	At home: If you can't stay indoors during a heat wave, here are a few ideas
	On the grill: How to make great outdoor dishes, from a chef who lived in a camper



    


What is an equinox?
Equinoxes mark the start of spring and autumn, and happen when Earth's axis and orbit line up such that both hemispheres get an equal amount of sunlight.

    


The vernal equinox on March 19 kicked off spring, and the autumnal equinox on Sept. 22 will usher in fall.
What is the strawberry moon?
This year's summer solstice comes with a treat: the first full moon of the summer, coined the strawberry moon. The moon won't be pink or red in color: Its name comes from several Indigenous tribes who noticed that its timing coincided with the strawberry harvest.




On Friday evening, cast your eyes to the southeast to glimpse the full moon peeking above the horizon.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Diaphanous origami-like sculptures that floated like spring seeds caught in the wind captured the essence of the subtle, rich, and exquisite display from Issey Miyake at Paris Fashion Week -- one of the strongest in seasons.
Here are some highlights of Thursday's spring 2025 menswear shows:
Miyake takes flight
The breathtaking menswear displays in the show "Up, Up, and Away" featured couture-like poetry: seemingly weightless textiles that billowed like parachutes or kites. The garments seemed ready for flight.
In Mobilier National's cobbled courtyard, the Homme Plisse show Thursday morning took inspiration from all things windy, transforming the elements into wearable art. 
The collection was a testament to the deft innovations with fabric techniques by Satoshi Kondo and the Homme Plisse design team.
A vivid blue coat cut a striking figure, with stiff, angular sleeves that contrasted beautifully with the softness of its pleats. This was not just a coat, but a sculptural piece that transformed with the air, reminiscent of the house's signature romantic approach to silhouettes.

    


Spring saw garments brought to life, like kites in the sky with voluminous silhouettes created by fastening and unfastening buttons. One standout piece, a pale blue hooded look, billowed like a parachute when the model walked across the cobbled courtyard, its back panels filling with air dramatically. 




A beige T-shirt and waistcoat ensemble looked red carpet-ready with its chicly pleated, arrow-thin assorted tie. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The spring show was a poetic masterclass in fusing complexity with simplicity, and when the collection entered to rousing applause, the Paris sun finally peeked out from between the clouds. 
Owens celebrates Hollywood
Rick Owens floored guests with a surreal Ben-Hur-style galley theatrical spectacle, like a tableau from a Hollywood epic, as he put on a fashion tribute the "boulevard of vice" and model of "inclusivity" - Tinseltown.

    


The American it-designer reflected on his personal journey there after fleeing his judgmental hometown. Spring, he added, was an homage to Old School "black and white biblical epics, mixing art deco, lurid sin and redeeming morality."
Cut to a glittering, shimmering, audacious cauldron of hard-edged flamboyance at the Palais de Tokyo. Gym shorts paired with chiffon capes, alongside basketball sneakers, created an edgy blend of streetwear and high fashion. Models stomped on jumbo geobaskets -- the size of space boots, echoing the gothic meets glamour aesthetic. Crowns created in an Art Deco style added the necessary haute drama, which Owens loves to court.
Hooded biker jackets worn over silk gazar jumpsuits were bonded, in a wacky touch, with aluminum foil and veg-tanned parchment cowhide. Yes, this choice underscored the designer's ethical commitment to the environment beneath all his bravado about vice. 
It was virtue, not vice, that in fact defined this collection.
Owens emphasized the importance of "unity and reliance on each other" in the face of global "intolerance." He invited students and faculty from Paris fashion schools, as well as old friends and members of the trans community, to walk in the show, expressing a powerful message of inclusivity and solidarity. 

    


Yamamoto's urban swag
Low visors, busy prints, and monochromatic urban flair set the tone for Yohji Yamamoto's latest show.
On a raw-looking runway, his models exuded a cool, insouciant air. Their different ages, backgrounds, and unique profiles were unified by loose silhouettes and funky utilitarian edges like deconstructed collars and suits. 
Yamamoto is known for the avant-garde spirit of his clothing. His signature oversized silhouettes in black often feature drapery in varying textures.
Yamamoto played with myriad suit buttons in haphazard positions, reflecting his signature focus on texture and fabric.
The looks were often teeming with details, creating a visual feast of beaded necklaces with an ethnic feel and raw fiber hats.
Black trilby hats added swagger in a cultural contrast, echoing the fusion of styles that defines Yamamoto's brand.

    


Ami gets minimalistic 
Alexandre Mattiussi, celebrated for his quintessentially Parisian cool, once again demonstrated his mastery of minimalist elegance in his latest collection. 
Rooted in a blend of modern and classic elements, Mattiussi's designs have always embodied the effortless style of Parisian chic. His journey from the 90s, when he has said he first fell in love with fashion, to becoming a powerhouse in the industry, reflects in every silhouette.
A co-ed show began as a study in black, relaxing as it developed into checks and crisp faded denim and ending in optimistic greens. Minimalism was key, a signature pared-down style for the French designer -- minimal in his choice of accessories and adornments. He channeled the clean, crisp lines and freshness of the 1990s.
Gleaming amulets added a subtle lift on a velvety tunic gown, while a brown menswear jacket and floppy trench hybrid was worn on a naked torso, showcasing relaxed spring fare that did not try hard, exuding an intentional simplicity.
Set against a minimalist backdrop of Haussmanian golden doorknobs and a rawness in plasterwork, the show highlighted the strength of Mattiussi's design philosophy: simplicity with a touch of cool. 
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            3 of 4 | Anti far-left protesters display a banner that reads, "antisemitism is not a campaign promise" next to the entrance where the media conference will take place of the leaders of France left-wing parties for the upcoming election in Paris, Friday, June 14, 2024. Leaders of France's left-wing parties, allied in a coalition known as the New Popular Front on Friday outlined their plan to fend off the far-right from claiming power at the upcoming snap national election. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People gather against anti semitism, Thursday, June 20, 2024 in Paris. The alleged rape of a 12-year-old Jewish girl in a suspected antisemitic attack has sent shockwaves throughout France, and thrust concerns about antisemitism to the forefront of campaigning for the country's legislative elections. (AP Photo/Oleg Cetinic)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | People gather against anti semitism, Thursday, June 20, 2024 in Paris. The alleged rape of a 12-year-old Jewish girl in a suspected antisemitic attack has sent shockwaves throughout France, and thrust concerns about antisemitism to the forefront of campaigning for the country's legislative elections. (AP Photo/Oleg Cetinic)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        As France reels from the rape of a Jewish girl, antisemitism comes to the fore in election campaign

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: People gather against anti semitism, one carrying a placard reading "our lives worth more that an imported conflict" Thursday, June 20, 2024 in Paris. The alleged rape of a 12-year-old Jewish girl in a suspected antisemitic attack has sent shockwaves throughout France, and thrust concerns about antisemitism to the forefront of campaigning for the country's legislative elections. (AP Photo/Oleg Cetinic)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 4 | People gather against anti semitism, one carrying a placard reading "our lives worth more that an imported conflict" Thursday, June 20, 2024 in Paris. The alleged rape of a 12-year-old Jewish girl in a suspected antisemitic attack has sent shockwaves throughout France, and thrust concerns about antisemitism to the forefront of campaigning for the country's legislative elections. (AP Photo/Oleg Cetinic)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 4
People gather against anti semitism, one carrying a placard reading "our lives worth more that an imported conflict" Thursday, June 20, 2024 in Paris. The alleged rape of a 12-year-old Jewish girl in a suspected antisemitic attack has sent shockwaves throughout France, and thrust concerns about antisemitism to the forefront of campaigning for the country's legislative elections. (AP Photo/Oleg Cetinic)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People gather against anti semitism, Thursday, June 20, 2024 in Paris. The alleged rape of a 12-year-old Jewish girl in a suspected antisemitic attack has sent shockwaves throughout France, and thrust concerns about antisemitism to the forefront of campaigning for the country's legislative elections. (AP Photo/Oleg Cetinic)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | People gather against anti semitism, Thursday, June 20, 2024 in Paris. The alleged rape of a 12-year-old Jewish girl in a suspected antisemitic attack has sent shockwaves throughout France, and thrust concerns about antisemitism to the forefront of campaigning for the country's legislative elections. (AP Photo/Oleg Cetinic)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4
People gather against anti semitism, Thursday, June 20, 2024 in Paris. The alleged rape of a 12-year-old Jewish girl in a suspected antisemitic attack has sent shockwaves throughout France, and thrust concerns about antisemitism to the forefront of campaigning for the country's legislative elections. (AP Photo/Oleg Cetinic)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Anti far-left protesters display a banner that reads, "antisemitism is not a campaign promise" next to the entrance where the media conference will take place of the leaders of France left-wing parties for the upcoming election in Paris, Friday, June 14, 2024. Leaders of France's left-wing parties, allied in a coalition known as the New Popular Front on Friday outlined their plan to fend off the far-right from claiming power at the upcoming snap national election. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 4 | Anti far-left protesters display a banner that reads, "antisemitism is not a campaign promise" next to the entrance where the media conference will take place of the leaders of France left-wing parties for the upcoming election in Paris, Friday, June 14, 2024. Leaders of France's left-wing parties, allied in a coalition known as the New Popular Front on Friday outlined their plan to fend off the far-right from claiming power at the upcoming snap national election. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4
Anti far-left protesters display a banner that reads, "antisemitism is not a campaign promise" next to the entrance where the media conference will take place of the leaders of France left-wing parties for the upcoming election in Paris, Friday, June 14, 2024. Leaders of France's left-wing parties, allied in a coalition known as the New Popular Front on Friday outlined their plan to fend off the far-right from claiming power at the upcoming snap national election. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: People gather against anti semitism, Thursday, June 20, 2024 in Paris. The alleged rape of a 12-year-old Jewish girl in a suspected antisemitic attack has sent shockwaves throughout France, and thrust concerns about antisemitism to the forefront of campaigning for the country's legislative elections. (AP Photo/Oleg Cetinic)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | People gather against anti semitism, Thursday, June 20, 2024 in Paris. The alleged rape of a 12-year-old Jewish girl in a suspected antisemitic attack has sent shockwaves throughout France, and thrust concerns about antisemitism to the forefront of campaigning for the country's legislative elections. (AP Photo/Oleg Cetinic)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 4
People gather against anti semitism, Thursday, June 20, 2024 in Paris. The alleged rape of a 12-year-old Jewish girl in a suspected antisemitic attack has sent shockwaves throughout France, and thrust concerns about antisemitism to the forefront of campaigning for the country's legislative elections. (AP Photo/Oleg Cetinic)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            OLEG CETINIC and ELISE MORTON

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        PARIS (AP) -- The alleged rape of a 12-year-old Jewish girl in a suspected antisemitic attack has sent shockwaves throughout France, and thrust concerns about antisemitism to the forefront of campaigning for the country's legislative elections.
The anti-immigration National Rally party, which has tried to shed historical links to antisemitism, is leading in pre-election polling and has its first real chance of forming a government, if it comes out on top of the two-round elections that end July 7. It would be the first far-right force to lead a French government since the Nazi occupation.
Far-left figures, meanwhile, have faced accusations of antisemitism linked to their response to Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on Israel and the ensuing war.
Concerns came to the fore after two adolescent boys in a Paris suburb were given preliminary charges this week of raping a 12-year-old girl and religion-motivated violence, according to prosecutors. Lawyer and Jewish leader Elie Korchia told French broadcaster BFM that the girl is Jewish and that the word Palestine was mentioned during the attack.

    


Hundreds of people gathered Thursday evening around the Bastille monument in Paris to protest against antisemitism, in the second straight night of demonstrations.




France has the largest Jewish population in Europe, but given its own World War II collaboration with the Nazis, antisemitic acts today open old scars. France also has the largest Muslim population in western Europe, and anti-Muslim acts have risen in recent years.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Politicians from all sides were quick to comment on the attack, notably after a surge in antisemitic acts in France since the start of the Israel-Hamas war.
French Prime Minister Gabriel Attal wrote on X that the girl was "raped because she's Jewish," while French President Emmanuel Macron called on schools to hold a "discussion hour" on racism and antisemitism.

    


Jordan Bardella, president of the National Rally, said that if elected he would "fight the antisemitism that has been plaguing France since Oct. 7." In the wake of reports of the attack, Bardella announced that his party was withdrawing support for one of its candidates over an antisemitic message on social media posted in 2018.
His predecessor as party president and the National Rally's 2022 presidential candidate, Marine Le Pen, accused the "extreme left" of "stigmatization of Jews" and of "instrumentalizing" the Israel-Hamas conflict. 
Leftist leader Jean-Luc Melenchon denounced "antisemitic racism," though the France Unbowed party which he formerly led has itself faced accusations of antisemitism linked to the Israel-Hamas war.
Arie Alimi, lawyer and vice-president of the League of Human Rights, called for a united front against the far right.
"For some time now there is an awareness that there is antisemitism also on the left and that we need to address it,'' he said at Thursday's demonstration. ''Today it's the camp of the left, of progressives that is gathered with all people who are worried by antisemitism and all kinds of racism in France, in a particular political moment with a far right that could possibly come to power.''

    


Although the alleged rape has heightened tensions regarding antisemitism in France before the June 30 and July 7 two-round parliamentary election, it is far from a new issue in French politics. 
More than 180,000 people across France, marched in November to protest rising antisemitism in the wake of Israel's ongoing war against Hamas in Gaza.
Along with then-Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne and representatives of several other parties, Le Pen attended the march amid fierce criticism that her once-pariah National Rally party had failed to shake off its antisemitic heritage despite growing political legitimacy.
Borne, the daughter of a Jewish Holocaust survivor, tweeted that "the presence of the National Rally is not fooling anyone."
Party founder Jean-Marie Le Pen, Marine Le Pen's father, was convicted repeatedly of antisemitic hate speech and played down the scope of the Holocaust. Marine Le Pen -- runner-up in the last two presidential elections and likely a top contender in 2027 -- has worked to scrub the party's image, kicking her father out and changing its name from National Front to National Rally.
Attal announced in May that "366 antisemitic acts" were recorded between January and March this year, an increase of 300% compared to the first three months of 2023.
___
Morton reported from London.
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    [image: A plate of green beans picked from a home garden is prepared in a saute pan in Chatham, Mass. on July 28, 2021. Nutrition experts say you can improve your health anywhere by mimicking at least one aspect of the diet -- eat whatever fruits and vegetables are in season. (AP Photo/Carolyn Lessard)]
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                                        As peak summer approaches in Sicily, Anna Fiannaca prefers the peppers, eggplants and zucchini her brothers grow over the packaged food in the supermarket.
The 89-year-old cooks everything from scratch and eats mostly vegetarian. But she attributes much of her continued good health to adjusting her diet to what is most available throughout the year.
"It was just the way of life in Sicily, taking whatever the seasons will give you," said Fiannaca, who lives near Agrigento.
Eating a variety of fruits and vegetables is one of many aspects that makes the Mediterranean diet healthy. It also includes an abundance of nuts, legumes, beans and healthy fat from olive oil and fish. 
But nutrition experts say no matter where you are, buying in-season produce is an easy step toward better eating habits.
"Seasonal eating is kind of a pathway to build a broader diet variety," said Sharon Gray, a registered dietician who supervises the University of Connecticut's community nutrition program.

    


Why is seasonal eating better for you?
Consuming a high variety of fruits and vegetables is an important part of good nutrition, lowering the risk of heart disease, obesity and other ailments.




Choosing whatever is most abundant in the market each month is a good way to start, said Gray, who offers healthy cooking workshops to low-income Hartford residents. In New England, the summer's tomatoes, berries and peaches give way to autumn's pumpkins, squash and cranberries. All are high in antioxidants and fiber, and provide a wide range of vitamins, minerals and complex carbohydrates.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


It helps that in-season produce tastes better.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"A lot of adults don't like a lot of fruits and vegetables, so if you can get them to like something, then they build it into their diet," she said. "That is moving people away from processed food to preparing more food at home."
Eating seasonally often also means eating locally, said Julia Zumpano, a registered dietician at the Cleveland Clinic, specializing in disease prevention and management. Besides the environmental benefits, local produce generally has more nutrients because it has naturally ripened and is consumed soon after being picked.

    


"You're going to maximize your vitamins and minerals in there, the polyphenols and antioxidants that are the foundations of how we decrease the risk of disease," Zumpano said.
How do you get started?
Changing your diet requires a bit of an open mind, said Sean Heffron, cardiologist at the Center for the Prevention of Cardiovascular Disease at NYU Langone Heart. He counsels patients to look beyond the broccoli, onions and other vegetables that are available year round.
"Open yourself up to, 'Oh, now I see a lot of asparagus or peaches or artichokes,'" Heffron said. "It will expose you to more, and make you willing to try and eat more fruits and vegetables in general."
Gray noted that farmers markets, many of which now accept food benefit programs like SNAP, have become more widespread. But she also recommended shopping at regional grocery chains, which may be more likely than national retailers to offer local produce.

    


She tells people to look at fliers and signs in the store to see what is on sale, which is usually an indicator of seasonal abundance. Besides saving money, it allows people to buy pricey items like berries that can be frozen to eat later in the year.
Zumpano suggested signing up for a Community-Supported Agriculture program, or CSA, that delivers a box of produce that changes with the season. "You don't get to pick and it just comes every week," she said. "I usually have to purchase additional food, but I can use that as a great foundation."
Experts caution that eating seasonally isn't a cure-all, and some studies have found people in colder climates suffer from nutritional deficiency in the winter. That means you should still continue to buy leafy greens and other vegetables all year.
"We need seven to nine servings of fruits and vegetables every day," Zumpano said. "Ninety percent of us don't eat enough of them."
___
Albert Stumm writes about food, travel and wellness. Find his work at https://www.albertstumm.com
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The bridal couple can't come to the phone right now. They're busy getting married. Please leave your well wishes at the beep!
Capturing recorded messages on vintage phones is the latest twist to the wedding guestbook. Couples who have embraced them said guests had a ball, returning to the phones again and again as their weddings unfolded.
"It felt a little bit more personal. You could hear the inflection in people's voices and they were genuinely having a good time. You can hear what they're excited about and what they enjoyed about the wedding," said Nick Gaines, who married last September in Chicago.
The market is crowded with companies offering the phones for purchase or rent, from fancy 1920s-era looks to rotaries from the '50s and '60s. One vendor, FeteFone, offers a phone in the shape of pink lips and another shaped like a cheeseburger.

    


Some rental companies provide related services like noise reduction, and mini speakers and vinyl records for playback.
Gaines and his wife used LifeOnRecord, a rental service that's been around since 2006. Its prices range from $99 for a toll-free, call-in number and online portal open for a year, to $299 for a phone on site with a battery pack good for 12 hours. Guests need only pick up the handset, listen to an introductory greeting from the couple and leave a message.




The phones play into a broader interest in recent years in all things retro in fashion, decor and housewares.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For several years, weddings have been LifeOnRecord's most popular events, though people also use the company for an array of things, from terminally ill patients whose loved ones want to record memories to birthdays, bar mitzvahs and retirements.
Alaa El Ghatit, founder of LifeOnRecord, notes that people can talk a lot faster than they can write in a paper book.
"The phone is very approachable to people," he said.

    


Sean Taylor and her husband married last year in Richmond, Virginia. They set up a blue photo booth adorned with flowers to offer guests some privacy while leaving messages. She first heard of the phones on TikTok and used a rental service called After the Tone.
"My husband is really into collecting records so we had them press the messages into vinyl," she said. "I encouraged people to leave messages throughout the night. After a few drinks, the messages toward the end of the night are definitely a little more chaotic, but in a fun way."
Taylor also offered guests the chance to put pen to paper in a traditional guestbook.
Andy White, founder of The Telephone Guestbook, offers phone rentals in the U.S. and England. He was providing photo services for events when he hit on the idea of audio guestbooks.
"I would say 95% of our business is now weddings," he said. "Our business has grown significantly over the past two years." 
White provides cards with prompts in case guests have an attack of the shys or are otherwise stumped on what to talk about. The cards suggest things like funny tales, relationship stories, marriage advice and cherished memories.

    


"People love to talk. It's easy to pick up a phone," White said.
Some couples listen to their messages on their anniversaries or other special occasions. 
East Coast wedding planner Danielle Rothweiler, whose clients spend a minimum of $100,000 on their nuptials, has been swamped with requests for audio guestbooks over the last two years. Most of her bridal couples don't bother putting out a paper book as well.
"Guests coming to weddings want to see things that are different. No one is asking, where is the traditional guestbook?" said Rothweiler, who is based in Verona, New Jersey.
LifeOnRecord also offers QR codes for scanning if people want to use their own phones
"You're able to tell stories and that's what our guests liked about it," said Abbigail Bliss, who got married in December 2022 in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and used one of LifeOnRecord's phones.
White, Rothweiler and others suggest doing what Taylor did and setting up the phone in a nook or booth slightly off the beaten track so people don't feel rushed and have a bit of privacy.

    


Add-on kitsch like audio guestbooks aren't for everybody. Several high-end wedding planners said they're not getting a lot of requests. 
"The audio guestbook trend is still fairly new, but we are seeing the activity pop up at more and more weddings," said Hannah Nowack, senior editor at The Knot, an online wedding vendor marketplace.
"Over the years, we've seen couples leaning into personalization with their guest books," she said. "In the past, guest book alternatives ranging from Polaroid guest books to vinyl records for signing have popped up at celebrations in lieu of traditional guest books. Audio guestbooks are the latest."
---
You can find Leanne Italie at http://twitter.com/litalie.
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    [image: This photo provided by Audi shows the 2024 RS 3. Based on the A3 compact sedan, the RS 3 has a special 401-horsepower five-cylinder engine. (Courtesy of Audi AG via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Cadillac shows the 2024 CT4-V Blackwing. The Blackwing version of the CT4 small sedan comes with a 472-horsepower V6 engine. (Courtesy of General Motors via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Cadillac shows the 2024 CT4-V Blackwing. The Blackwing version of the CT4 small sedan comes with a 472-horsepower V6 engine. (Courtesy of General Motors via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Ford shows the 2024 Mustang Dark Horse. Fitted with a 500-horsepower V8, the Dark Horse is the most powerful Mustang for 2024. (Courtesy of Ford Motor Co. via AP)]
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[image: This photo provided by Hyundai shows the 2025 Ioniq 5 N. The N badge signifies this is the 641-horsepower high-performance version of the Ioniq 5 EV. (Courtesy of Hyundai Motor America via AP)]
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                                        The $65,000 milestone might seem like an arbitrary price cap for a list of excellent performance cars, but look carefully and you'll discover that it's a sweet spot for some of today's most compelling performance offerings. Look upmarket from here and you'll quickly be shopping in six figures without a meaningful gain in performance. And below this cost benchmark are some solid entry-level cars, but they offer far less performance. Here, then, are Edmunds' five best performance cars for about $65,000. All pricing includes destination.
Audi RS 3
If you're old enough to remember motorsports in the 1980s then you know why the RS 3's five-cylinder engine is special. It was a five-cylinder that powered Audi's greatest motorsport effort ever, the Sport Quattro, which won the brand four World Rally Championship titles. The RS 3 relives that glory with a turbocharged 401-horsepower 2.5-liter five-cylinder linked to a seven-speed dual-clutch automatic transmission that routes power to all four wheels. It snorts and pops its way to a 0-60 mph time under 4 seconds while maintaining livable daily comfort, excellent tech, and room for 6-footers in the back seat. It's a small sedan with a big attitude, especially at this price.

    


Starting manufacturer's suggested retail price: $63,395




BMW M2
With 473 horsepower from a turbocharged 3.0-liter inline six-cylinder engine, a tidy coupe body style, and your choice of a six-speed manual or eight-speed automatic transmission, the 2025 M2 checks all the small-car hot-rod boxes. In Edmunds' testing, an automatic-equipped 2024 M2 -- which had 20 fewer horsepower -- hit 60 mph in 3.6 seconds and cleared the quarter mile in 11.6 seconds. The M2 is also a driver's car with textbook rear-wheel-drive handling. an electronically controlled limited-slip differential, and purposeful flared fenders stretched over performance rubber. Perhaps best of all, the M2 matches its bigger sibling, the M4, in most performance metrics using a smaller, lighter and less costly package. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Starting MSRP: $66,075

    


Cadillac CT4-V Blackwing
A lot of people only know Cadillac for its lineup of SUVs headlined by the Escalade. For them, the CT4-V Blackwing must seem like a restaurant's hidden off-menu option. This small sedan packs a 472-horsepower turbocharged 3.6-liter V6 that drives the rear wheels through a six-speed manual or ten-speed automatic transmission. Standard adaptive dampers yield genuine compliance for daily use and controlled, confident handling. At the Edmunds test track, a manual-equipped CT4-V Blackwing sprinted to 60 mph in 4.6 seconds and hit the quarter mile in 12.8 seconds. It might give up a few tenths to the M2, but it makes up for it by being one of the most engaging and inspiring driver's cars sold today. 
Starting MSRP: $62,890
Ford Mustang Dark Horse
If you want to experience the Mustang at its peak of internal combustion, the Dark Horse may be your last opportunity. Few things will make you feel more patriotic than the 500-horsepower glory song of the Dark Horse's V8. And as the only V8-powered car on this list, the Dark Horse offers a uniquely American take on performance driving. Its 5.0-liter mill powers the rear wheel through a six-speed manual or 10-speed automatic transmission. It hits 60 mph in 4.6 seconds, makes an incredible 1.12 g on the skidpad, and has braking performance rivaling some supercars. It's pricey for a Mustang, but it performs well enough to justify the cost. 

    


Starting MSRP: $60,530
Hyundai Ioniq 5 N
The Ioniq 5 N does slightly exceed our $65,000 price target. But it's such a standout as a performance car -- not just as a performance EV -- that we'd be doing the list a disservice to not include it. With 641 peak horsepower, all-wheel drive and SUV-like practicality, the 5 N is truly distinctive. Even better, there's more to it than just outrageous acceleration like so many electric cars. Sure, it'll rip from zero to 60 mph in 3.3 seconds and pass the quarter mile in just 11.2 seconds, but it also has enough grip and stopping performance for track use. Hyundai even made the effort to add a special mode that emulates the sound and feel of a gas-powered car, giving performance enthusiasts a familiar point of reference. 

    


Starting MSRP: $67,475 
EDMUNDS SAYS 
If a price tag of about $65,000 is in your budget for a performance car, be sure to consider these options. There's huge variety here both in terms of the purity of experience and everyday practicality. Almost any buyer can find a car on this list to suit his or her needs.
____
This story was provided to The Associated Press by the automotive website Edmunds.
Josh Jacquot is a contributor at Edmunds. 
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- A young German-Austrian heiress has realized her plan to redistribute almost all of her assets to organizations that are devoted to protecting the climate, improving education and health care, or supporting gender equality among other issues.
Marlene Engelhorn, 31, had asked a group representing 50 diverse citizens in Austria earlier this year to decide how her 25 million euros ($26.8 million) worth of wealth should be distributed.
The millionaire argued that assets are unequally distributed in the country and that by sharing her wealth with others she is trying to help make up for the unfair distribution of wealth in Austrian society. 
"A large part of my inherited wealth, which through my birth has elevated me to a position of power that contradicts every democratic principle, has now been redistributed in accordance with democratic values," she said in a written statement Tuesday, Austria Press Agency reported.

    


"So how does it feel to finally be normal and democratic? Quite fantastic, to be honest," Engelhorn told broadcasters RTL and NTV on Wednesday. "It feels wonderful to share," she said. 




The group of 50, called Guter Rat -- which means "good advice" in German -- had announced Tuesday who they would distribute the money to.
Some 77 organizations in Austria -- renowned and large, as well as small and relatively unknown ones -- will receive money from Engelhorn, which include aid groups such as Caritas, Diakonie and Volkshilfe, women's shelters, and newspapers run by homeless people, fire departments, and pro-democracy groups, the agency reported.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The millions will not be distributed in one go, but over several years, the Guter Rat group said, during a press conference announcing their choices. 
On its website, the group said that "redistribution means recognizing that wealth is always created by society -- never by itself. Therefore, some of it should be redistributed to society in order to improve the lives of all."

    


The group also said that redistribution means "listening to those who are most affected by social and environmental problems. They have a better view of these problems ... and therefore of possible solutions."
During the distribution process, the focus was on questions such as the seriousness of the organizations and how the money could be used in a manner that it has a long-term impact, they said.
Although Engelhorn is giving away almost all of her assets, she will keep a "transition budget" to help her take a move into working life, Austrian broadcaster ORF reported. 
Engelhorn inherited her fortunes from her grandmother. She's part of a wealthy industrialist family that sold the German pharmaceutical company Boehringer Mannheim to the Swiss group Roche in the 1990s.
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    [image: The homes of Lisa Gorman, front, and Amelia and Arthur Bond are seen, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Camden, Maine. The Bond's, a wealthy politically connected Missouri couple poisoned their neighbor's trees to secure a view of Camden Harbor, outraging residents in the seaside community.(AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: This undated image provided by Vinal Applebee shows the home of Lisa Gorman in the foreground, the poisoned oak trees behind her home, and the home of the perpetrators behind the dead trees, in Camden, Maine. (Vinal Applebee via AP)]
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[image: Paul Hodgson talks about the anger in the community over one homeowner's poisoning of a neighbor's trees to gain a waterfront view, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Camden, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Tom Hedstrom, chair of the Select Board, speaks with schooner captain Aaron Lincoln during a visit to the harbor, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Camden, Maine. Hedstrom said residents were united in their anger over one homeowner's poisoning of a neighbor's trees to gain a view, especially due to the proximity of the water. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Layers of fog drift over in Camden, Maine, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Many in the seaside community were outraged when they heard about a homeowner poisoning their neighbors trees for a view of the harbor on Penobscot Bay.(AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: A cruise ship crosses Penobscot Bay, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in off the coast of Camden, Maine. A homeowner poisoned a neighbor's trees to get a view of the scenic waterfront, sparking outrage in the community. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | A cruise ship crosses Penobscot Bay, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in off the coast of Camden, Maine. A homeowner poisoned a neighbor's trees to get a view of the scenic waterfront, sparking outrage in the community. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Poisoned trees gave a wealthy couple in Maine a killer ocean view. Residents wonder, at what cost?

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: The homes of Lisa Gorman, front, and Amelia and Arthur Bond are seen, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Camden, Maine. The Bond's, a wealthy politically connected Missouri couple poisoned their neighbor's trees to secure a view of Camden Harbor, outraging residents in the seaside community.(AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 6 | The homes of Lisa Gorman, front, and Amelia and Arthur Bond are seen, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Camden, Maine. The Bond's, a wealthy politically connected Missouri couple poisoned their neighbor's trees to secure a view of Camden Harbor, outraging residents in the seaside community.(AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 6
The homes of Lisa Gorman, front, and Amelia and Arthur Bond are seen, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Camden, Maine. The Bond's, a wealthy politically connected Missouri couple poisoned their neighbor's trees to secure a view of Camden Harbor, outraging residents in the seaside community.(AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: This undated image provided by Vinal Applebee shows the home of Lisa Gorman in the foreground, the poisoned oak trees behind her home, and the home of the perpetrators behind the dead trees, in Camden, Maine. (Vinal Applebee via AP)]
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[image: Paul Hodgson talks about the anger in the community over one homeowner's poisoning of a neighbor's trees to gain a waterfront view, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Camden, Maine. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: Layers of fog drift over in Camden, Maine, Tuesday, June 4, 2024. Many in the seaside community were outraged when they heard about a homeowner poisoning their neighbors trees for a view of the harbor on Penobscot Bay.(AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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[image: A cruise ship crosses Penobscot Bay, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in off the coast of Camden, Maine. A homeowner poisoned a neighbor's trees to get a view of the scenic waterfront, sparking outrage in the community. (AP Photo/Robert F. Bukaty)]
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                                        CAMDEN, Maine (AP) -- Suspicious deaths in an idyllic seaside community and detective work that points to poison sound like themes from a classic murder mystery. But the victims in this Maine whodunnit were trees that stood in the way of a wealthy family's oceanfront view, allegedly felled by well-heeled killers who, while ostracized and publicly shamed, remain free.
Wealth and hubris fuel the tale of a politically connected Missouri couple who allegedly poisoned their neighbor's trees to secure their million-dollar view of Camden Harbor. The incident that was unearthed by the victim herself -- the philanthropic wife of L.L. Bean's late president -- has united local residents in outrage. 
To make matters worse, the herbicide used to poison the trees leached into a neighboring park and the town's only public seaside beach. The state attorney general is now investigating.

    


"Anybody dumb enough to poison trees right next to the ocean should be prosecuted, as far as I'm concerned," said Paul Hodgson, echoing the view of many exasperated residents in Camden, a community of 5,000 nestled at the foot of mountains that sweep upward from the Atlantic Ocean and overlook a harbor filled with lobster boats, yachts and schooners.




If this were a made-for-TV drama, the story set against the backdrop of this quaint village would have it all: Wealthy out-of-state villains, a sleuthing member of the venerable L.L. Bean family, and the same powerful chemical used to avenge Alabama's loss on the football field to archrival Auburn.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Amelia Bond, former CEO of the St. Louis Foundation, which oversees charitable funds with more than $500 million in assets, brought the herbicide from Missouri in 2021 and applied it near oak trees on the waterfront property of Lisa Gorman, wife of the late Leon Gorman, L.L. Bean's president and grandson of L.L. himself, according to a pair of consent agreements with the town and the state pesticide board. 

    


Bond's husband, Arthur Bond III, is an architect and the nephew of former U.S. Sen. Kit Bond. Their summer home, owned by a trust, is situated directly behind Gorman's home, farther up the hill.
When the trees and other vegetation began dying, Amelia Bond told Gorman in June 2022 that the tree didn't look good and offered to share the cost of removing them, Gorman's lawyer wrote in a document.
Instead, Gorman had the trees tested. Soon, lawyers were involved.
More than $1.7 million in fines and settlements later, the trees are now gone and the harbor view from the Bond's home is improved. But the chemical has leached into a neighboring park and beach, leaving the Bonds potentially on the hook for further monitoring and remediation, and Maine's attorney general has agreed to further investigate the incident.
The herbicide -- Tebuthiuron -- was the same one used in 2010 by an angry Alabama football fan to kill the Toomer's Corner oak trees at Auburn University, following a Crimson Tide loss to their archrival. The incident earned jail time for Harvey Updyke, who acknowledged poisoning the trees.

    


Tebuthiuron contaminates soil and doesn't break down, so it continues to kill plants. At Auburn University, it took the removal of about 1,780 tons (1,615 metric tons) of contaminated material to achieve negligible levels of the chemical in the soil.
Short of removing the soil, the only other solution is dilution -- waiting for nature to thin out the concentration of the herbicide to safe levels for plants. It could take six months to two years for it to be diluted enough to no longer endanger to plants, said Scott McElroy, an Auburn professor specializing in weed science and herbicide chemistry.
Back in Maine, Tom Hedstrom, chair of the Select Board, said his job typically requires finding consensus on how to proceed with delicate political matters. But this time there is no need because residents are united in their anger.
Hedstrom said he, too, is appalled by the behavior.
"Wealth and power don't always go hand in hand with intelligence, education and morals," he said. "This was atrocious and gross and any other word you want to use to describe abhorrent behavior."

    


The Bonds have paid a price for their actions, which they acknowledged in the consent agreements.
They paid $4,500 to resolve Maine Board of Pesticides Control Board violations for unauthorized use of an herbicide that was applied inappropriately and not allowed for residential use, $180,000 to resolve violations with the town and another $30,000 for additional environmental testing, according to documents. They also paid more than $1.5 million to Gorman in a legal settlement, according to a memo from Jeremy Martin, the town's planning and development director.
A lawyer for the Bonds said they have no comment, but they "continue to take the allegations against them seriously. They continue to cooperate with the town of Camden, state of Maine and the Gormans, as they have done over the last two years."

    


A lawyer for Gorman declined comment.
Rep. Vicki Doudera, D-Camden, said she intends to address the $4,500 maximum fine that the Maine Board of Pesticide Control Board was allowed to assess. One of her ideas is a sliding scale that accounts for scope of damage and intent.
"It makes me so livid," Doudera said. "This situation, the minute I heard about it, I thought, 'Wow! These people are going to get a slap on the wrist. That's just not right."
On a recent afternoon, no one was home at the Bond's residence while people walked their dogs less than 500 feet (150 meters) away on Laite Memorial Beach, where the herbicide that's lethal to aquatic plants has been detected. 
Camden resident Dwight Johnson described as "underhanded" the way Amelia Bond feigned being a good neighbor by offering to share the costs of removing trees that she'd poisoned. Lynn Harrington, another town resident, questioned whether the Bonds could show their faces around town, where they used to be members of the Camden Yacht Club.
Some residents say the episode fits with the well-worn stereotype of wealthy summer residents "from away" -- the Maine term for outsiders -- running roughshod over full-time residents. 
But some residents pushed back against casting summer residents as trouble makers.
Hodgson said Camden is not without its own rule-bending characters in a community where there are plenty of year-round residents who are both wealthy and entitled. He said some residents in the community where the median income is just under $93,000 -- high for Maine, the poorest state in New England -- have been known to cut down trees, knowing it's illegal.
"They just pay the fine because they have plenty of money," Hodgson said. "That's the town we live in."
___
This story has been corrected to show the Bonds are no longer members of the Camden Yacht Club.
___
Follow David Sharp on X, the platform formerly known as Twitter, @David_Sharp_AP
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- The Bank of England on Thursday kept its main interest rate at a 16-year high of 5.25% even though inflation has fallen to its target of 2%, with several policymakers warning that a premature cut could stoke another bout of price rises.
For the second meeting in a row, seven of the nine members of the bank's policymaking Monetary Policy Committee voted for no change while two backed a rate cut. Interest rates have been unchanged since August after a series of hikes.
It was clear in the statement accompanying the decision that there was a divergence of opinion over the outlook for inflation, with some clearly concerned over still-high price rises in the services sector, the primary motor of the British economy.
"It's good news that inflation has returned to our 2% target," said Bank of England Gov. Andrew Bailey, who voted for no change in policy. "We need to be sure that inflation will stay low and that's why we've decided to hold rates at 5.25% for now."

    


The decision is likely to disappoint the governing Conservative Party ahead of the U.K.'s general election in two weeks time. A cut would have been seized upon by Prime Minister Rishi Sunak as positive economic news, especially as it would have been accompanied by a fall in mortgage rates.




The panel insisted that the imminent election, which the main opposition Labour Party led by Keir Starmer is widely expected to win, had no bearing on its decision. It said the decision was, as always, based on achieving the 2% inflation target "sustainably in the medium term." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Economists believe that a cut is imminent, either at the bank's next policymaking meeting in August or the following one in September. They expect there will be clear evidence by then that inflation is set to remain around the target over the coming year or two.
"We continue to think that the MPC will start dialling down restrictive policy from summer and deliver two rate cuts this year," said Sanjay Raja, chief U.K. economist at Deutsche Bank.

    


The decline in the main inflation measure to a near 3-year low of 2% in the year to May does not mean that prices are falling -- they are just rising at a slower rate than they have for the past few years during a cost of living crisis that has seen living standards drop for millions across Britain.
Central banks around the world dramatically increased borrowing costs from the lows seen during the coronavirus pandemic when prices started to shoot up, first as a result of supply chain issues built up during the pandemic and then because of Russia's invasion of Ukraine, which pushed up energy costs.
Higher interest rates -- which cool the economy by making it more expensive to borrow -- have helped ease inflation, but they've also weighed on the British economy, which has barely grown since the pandemic rebound. 
Critics of the Bank of England say it is being overly cautious about inflation and that keeping interest rates too high for too long will unnecessarily weigh on the economy. It is a charge that's also been levelled against the U.S. Federal Reserve, which has also kept rates unchanged in recent months.

    


"Given that the U.K. has moved onto a milder inflationary trajectory, rate setters remain too circumspect over the likelihood of loosening policy, risking unnecessarily impeding the U.K.'s growth prospects," said Suren Thiru, economics director at The Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales.
Some central banks, including the European Central Bank, have started to cut rates as inflationary pressures have eased. The Swiss National Bank on Thursday reduced its main rates by a quarter of a percentage point to 1.25%. 
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                    French President Emmanuel Macron joined some African leaders on Thursday to kick off a planned $1 billion project to accelerate the rollout of vaccines in Africa, after the Coronavirus pandemic highlighted inequalities in access to them.
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- French President Emmanuel Macron joined several African leaders on Thursday to kick off a planned $1 billion project to accelerate the rollout of vaccines in Africa, after the coronavirus pandemic exposed gaping inequalities in access to them.
The launch of the African Vaccine Manufacturing Accelerator, which will provide financial incentives to vaccine manufacturers, offered a momentary break for Macron from domestic political concerns as a legislative election looms on June 30 and July 7.
Many African leaders and advocacy groups say Africa was unfairly locked out of access to COVID-19 treatment tools, vaccines and testing equipment -- that many richer countries bought up in huge quantities -- after the pandemic was declared in 2020.
WHO, advocacy groups, the European Union and others want to help Africa get better prepared for the next pandemic, which many health experts say is inevitable. When the coronavirus pandemic began, South Africa was the only country in Africa with any ability to produce vaccines, officials say, and the continent produced a tiny fraction of all vaccines worldwide.

    


"Africa produces only 2% of the vaccines it uses, and the goal that we have set is that by 2040 the production is increased to reach 60%," Macron said at the launch event. "France and Europe have supported this ambition since 2021 with 1.3 billion euros (allocated), and we need to accelerate it."




WHO failed in its efforts to help countries agree to a "pandemic treaty" -- to improve preparedness and response to pandemics -- before its annual meeting last month. The project was shelved largely over disagreements about sharing of information about pathogens that cause epidemics and the high-tech tools used to fight them.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Negotiators will resume work on the treaty in hopes of clinching a deal by the next WHO annual meeting in 2025.
Thursday's event in Paris also aims to give a funding boost to Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, a public-private partnership that helps get needed vaccines to developing countries around the world.

    


Gavi says the project aims to make up to $1 billion available over the next decade to help increase Africa's manufacturing base, to improve global vaccines markets and improve preparedness and response to pandemics and outbreaks like HIV, malaria, tuberculosis and COVID-19.
The Geneva-based alliance says the accelerator will inject funds into manufacturers in Africa once they hit supply and regulatory milestones, with an aim to use market forces to drive down prices and encourage investment upstream.
Officials say the project will explore issues like technology transfer -- which has been resisted by some Western countries with powerful pharmaceutical companies -- as well as the possible creation of a African medicines agency and tackling regulatory hurdles faced in Africa's patchwork of legal systems.
___
Jamey Keaten reported from Geneva.
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            Two trains collide head-on in Chile, police investigate causes of unusual incident

        
        
            At least two rail workers were killed and nine others injured Thursday when a freight train collided head-on with another train on a test run just outside the capital of Chile, a rare fatal crash in the South American country. Two large cranes were busy removing the twisted wreckage left by the collision, which took place in San Bernardo, just south of the Chilean capital, Santiago. (AP Video by Esteban Felix and Alex Plaza)
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            Train collision in Chile kills at least 2 people and injures several others

        
        
            At least two people were killed and nine others injured Thursday when a train full of passengers collided head-on with another train on a test run just outside Chile's capital of Santiago.
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                                        SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) -- At least two rail workers were killed and nine others injured Thursday when a freight train collided head-on with another train on a test run just outside the capital of Chile, a rare fatal crash in the South American country. 
Police said they were investigating to determine the cause of the collision, which left the test car sitting fully on top of the freight train. Authorities said they detained the driver of the test train and a railway operator for interrogation on charges of reckless manslaughter. 
Photos and video of the scene showed one carriage jackknifed several meters into the air above a badly mangled cargo train. Two dozen emergency vehicles swarmed the tangle of crushed metal as helicopters buzzed overhead in San Bernardo, a district just south of Santiago, the capital. Trains service in Santiago remained suspended Thursday following the crash.

    


The eight-car freight train was carrying 1,346 tons of copper, Chile's main export, and had some people on board while the other train had 10 workers on board operating a speed test, the state rail company said. 




Security camera footage showed both trains traveling at high speed when they slammed into each other. It wasn't immediately clear why the test train hadn't been alerted to the freight train's approach.
"We have to identify what the causes are and take the corresponding measures," Transportation Minister Juan Carlos Munoz told The Associated Press. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Authorities identified the two people killed as crew members on the freight train. Another nine people were injured, including four Chinese nationals who were operating the test train. Medical workers said six people remain hospitalized, among them one in intensive care.
Heavy rains have thrashed Chile in recent days, causing floods that have submerged hundreds of houses and displaced thousands of people. The downpour had largely eased in Santiago on Thursday and it didn't seem to have contributed to the collision.

    


Train crashes have become rare in Chile. The government significantly boosted its safety awareness after a 2001 collision involving a passenger train and a bus that killed 20 people and injured many more. The country hasn't had a fatal crash since, although four derailments and other crashes in the last two decades have injured dozens. ___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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                                        A United Airlines plane turned back to a Connecticut airport Thursday after a piece of lining from an engine cover fell off during takeoff.
A United spokesperson said a portion of the engine's sound-dampening outer liner was found on the runway at Bradley International Airport near Hartford.
The Federal Aviation Administration said it would investigate the incident. The FAA said crew members on the Airbus A320 jetliner heard an "abnormal noise" shortly after the Denver-bound flight's takeoff, and pilots flew safely back to Bradley airport.
United said it was arranging other flights for the passengers. There were 124 passengers and five crew members on board.
Earlier this year, United suffered a series of mishaps on flights that led the FAA to tighten its oversight of the airline. An outer piece of fuselage fell off one plane, another lost a wheel during takeoff, and others suffered an engine fire and other problems.
CEO Scott Kirby assured travelers that the incidents were unrelated to each other and that the carrier is safe. He said, however, that United would review its safety training for employees. 
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    [image: Environmental campaigner Sarah Finch, center, celebrates outside the Supreme Court in London, Thursday June 20, 2024 after justices ruled that emissions generated from burning fuel should be considered when granting planning permission for oil sites. The 3-2 ruling Thursday in London was a victory for fossil fuel opponents. (Callum Parke/PA via AP)]
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Fossil fuel opponents won a major victory Thursday as the U.K. Supreme Court ruled that planners reviewing well-drilling permits must consider the greenhouse gas emissions from burning the extracted oil.
A woman had challenged a decision by Surrey County Council south of London to allow additional oil wells at a site called Horse Hill near London Gatwick Airport. 
Sarah Finch, acting on behalf of Weald Action Group, argued that the environmental impact assessment conducted before the permit was approved had failed by only considering emissions from extracting the oil. She argued it should also have considered the future emissions, when the oil produced over 20 years was burned.
The Supreme Court agreed in 3-2 decision.
"The council's failure to assess the effect on climate of the combustion of the oil that would be produced from the proposed well site means that its decision to grant planning permission for the project was unlawful," the court said.

    


Finch, who had lost at the High Court and Court of Appeal, called the ruling "a massive vindication" and said she was "over the moon."




"In climate science we hear a lot about tipping points, Amazon deforestation, melting permafrost, things that accelerate global warming in an unpredictable and frightening way," she said. "Today we've seen a tipping point in the other direction. No longer will any planning authority be allowed to wave through fossil fuel production without fully considering the climate impact."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The victory comes as the number of climate-related court cases has more than doubled since 2017, according to a 2023 report by the United Nations, as activists take to the courts to force climate action.
In April this year, a group of older Swiss women won a landmark ruling at Europe's highest court urging countries to better protect their citizens from the effects of climate change. And in January, Montana's Supreme Court upheld a ruling in favor of a group of young environmental activists saying state agencies were violating their right to a clean and healthy environment. 

    


Activists have also taken oil conglomerates, like Shell and TotalEnergies to court to force them to slash their emissions or halt new projects. 
The area where the drilling was permitted was once dubbed the "Gatwick Gusher" and U.K. Oil & Gas announced in 2015 that tests showed it could produce 30% of the country's oil demand -- all within a short drive from London. 
Protesters opposed to the project increased in number after a series of small earthquakes that began in 2018 were blamed by some on oil drilling. A report produced by the Oil & Gas Authority found no causal link between the quakes the petroleum activity, but skeptics remain.
The approval by the council in 2019 would have allowed the site to expand from two to six wells that would extract 3.6 metric tons (3.3. million U.S. tons) of oil over 20 years.
UKOG indicated that its plans for the site would now change as part of a larger strategic shift and be toned to down to avoid an environmental review. 

    


"The court's rather perplexing retrospective ruling, which is counter to all prior judgments, further underscores why the company's focus over the past few years has shifted away from oil and gas and firmly towards creating and delivering strategic underground hydrogen storage," Stephen Sanderson, UKOG's chief executive, said in a statement.
The company said it would work with the council to come up with a plan that would call for producing fewer than the 3,700 barrels of oil a day that triggers a mandatory environmental impact report.
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    [image: FILE - A westJet airplane takes off in Calgary, Alta., Jan. 21, 202. Mechanics at the Canadian airline WestJet say they are dropping plans to begin a strike now that the airline has agreed to resume negotiations on a new collective-bargaining agreement. Members of the Aircraft Mechanics Fraternal Association had been preparing to walk off the job on Thursday night. (Jeff McIntosh/The Canadian Press via AP, File)]
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                                        The union representing mechanics at Canadian airline WestJet said it withdrew a notice to begin a strike Thursday night after the airline agreed to return to the bargaining table.
The strike threat had prompted WestJet, Canada's second-biggest airline, to cancel about 50 flights this week to avoid travelers and planes being stranded.
"We hope that WestJet's agreement to return to the table means we can get the contract our members want," Bret Oestreich, national president of the Aircraft Mechanics Fraternal Association, said Thursday. He said the union's strike-authorization vote remains in effect until July 9.
The union represents about 680 WestJet mechanics, who voted overwhelmingly to reject the company's last contract offer.
AMFA gave WestJet 72 hours' notice on Monday night that it would strike after the airline asked the Canadian government to intervene and order both sides into binding arbitration.

    


Canada's industrial relations board met for several hours Wednesday and declined to stop the union from striking, leading WestJet to say it would return to the bargaining table.
"In returning to the bargaining table, we are committed to finding a resolution to avoid further disruption to our operations," said Diederik Pen, the airline's president. 
However, that was after WestJet had begun canceling flights, affecting about 6,500 passengers. The airline canceled five flights Tuesday, 24 Wednesday and more than 20 additional flights by Thursday afternoon, according to tracking service FlightAware. 
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Russia's parliament on Thursday gave preliminary approval to a bill that outlines higher income taxes for Russia's wealthy elite.
The bill, which was passed in the first of three readings in the State Duma, Russia's lower parliament house, comes as Moscow continues to spend vast amounts of money on the military campaign in Ukraine.
The proposal involves a progressive tax on personal incomes and represents a change of course from the current flat-rate tax that was credited with bringing order and improving tax collections after it was introduced in 2001.
It envisages imposing a 13% tax for incomes of up to 2.4 million rubles ($27,500) a year. For incomes over that amount, a steadily higher tax rate would apply. The maximum tax rate would be 22% for annual incomes exceeding 50 million rubles ($573,000).
The increased taxes would affect not more than 3.2% of Russia's taxpayers, Russian President Vladimir Putin said this week, citing calculations by the Finance Ministry.

    


The proposed reform also calls for increasing the company income tax rate from 20% to 25%.
Russia's news agency Interfax estimated that the reform, if implemented, could bring 2.6 trillion rubles ($29 billion) in additional federal budget revenues in 2025.
The 13% flat tax was put into effect in an attempt to discourage tax evaders and boost the state's revenue. In 2021, Russia modified the system so that people earning more than 5 million rubles a year would pay 15% on the amount above the threshold. 
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                                        MADRID (AP) -- A cruise ship rescued 68 migrants and found five bodies in a traditional fishing boat that was drifting off the Canary Islands in the Atlantic Ocean, Spain's maritime rescue agency said Thursday.
It said an oil tanker traveling from northwestern Spain to Brazil spotted the drifting boat on Wednesday afternoon about 815 kilometers (506 miles) south of Tenerife, one of the seven islands in the Canaries archipelago.
Spanish authorities diverted the Insignia, a cruise ship, to rescue the migrants. The Insignia crew also recovered three of the five bodies on the fishing boat. The remains of two people were left at sea because of bad weather hampering their recovery.
The canoe-shaped boats, known as pirogues, are used by fishermen in Mauritania and Senegal.
It is unusual for cruise ships to make rescues of migrants on the Atlantic route, but the pirogue "was a long way out and they could be in danger," said a maritime rescue's spokesperson, speaking on condition of anonymity under departmental rules. 

    


One of the passengers on the cruise ship, Steve Dilbeck from Huntington Beach, California, said they were not told about the dead. 




"They did say the boat had been at sea for 20 days," Dilbeck told The Associated Press in a text message. "We were diverted in the evening and took us two hours to reach them. They were brought on board and placed in the Insignia Lounge, which is where they have all their shows."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The area has been closed off to passengers. Told they had them remove their clothes and put on jumpsuits. Then they asked passengers if they had shoes and clothes they could donate, particularly for men. Their announcement said 62 were men, with the rest women and children," he added.
The Marshall Islands-flagged Insignia had left Mindelo, a port city in Cape Verde, on Tuesday. Its operator, Miami-based Oceania Cruises, did not immediately comment on the rescue.

    


The Spanish rescue agency emailed a statement saying the Insignia is expected to arrive on Friday at the port of Santa Cruz, Tenerife.
The Canary Islands is a destination for boats packed with migrants departing from northwestern Africa on a perilous Atlantic route in search of a better life in Europe.
Spain's Interior Ministry says a record 55,618 migrants arrived by boat -- most of them in the Canary Islands -- last year, almost double the number of the previous year. More than 23,000 have landed so far this year, the ministry said.
The Spanish nonprofit organization Caminando Fronteras (Walking Borders) says more than 5,000 migrants have died so far this year through May while trying to reach Spanish coasts, most of them on the Atlantic route. The figure for all 2023 was 6,600, more than double the number for 2022.
___
Associated Press writer Beth Harris in Los Angeles contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's coverage of migration issues at https://apnews.com/hub/migration
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                                        The World Health Organization and drugmaker Eli Lilly and Co. are warning people to be wary of fake versions of popular weight-loss and diabetes medicines.
WHO said Thursday that it has fielded several reports of fake semaglutide -- the active ingredient in Novo Nordisk's Wegovy and Ozempic -- in all geographic regions of the world since 2022.
Lilly said in an open letter that it was "deeply concerned" about growing online sales and social media posts involving phony or compounded versions of tirzepatide, the active ingredient behind its drugs Mounjaro and Zepbound.
The Indianapolis-based company said it was the only lawful supplier of those drugs, and it does not provide tirzepatide to compounding pharmacies, wellness centers or online retailers.
Lilly said fake versions of its drugs frequently advertised or sold online are never safe to use.

    


Novo Nordisk has issued similar warnings in the past about its medications.
WHO said patients can protect themselves by using prescriptions from licensed physicians to buy the medications. The agency said patients also should avoid buying the drugs from unfamiliar sources.


Lilly said any products marketed as tirzepatide and not Mounjaro or Zepbound were not made by the drugmaker and are not approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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    [image: A woman tries to cool herself from a water mist on a hot day in Skopje, North Macedonia, on Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | A woman tries to cool herself from a water mist on a hot day in Skopje, North Macedonia, on Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)
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[image: A woman tries to cool herself while waiting for a bus on a hot day in Skopje, North Macedonia, on Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Boris Grdanoski)]
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                                        SKOPJE, North Macedonia (AP) -- Authorities in North Macedonia are urging people to stay indoors when possible and avoid heavy labor in the hottest hours of the day, as the country swelters under unusually high June temperatures.
The heat exceeded 40 degrees Celsius (104 degrees Fahrenheit) in several parts of the small, landlocked Balkan country on Thursday.
Authorities on Wednesday imposed emergency measures through Sunday, after which the heat is expected to relent. These include ordering employers to keep pregnant women and people aged over 60 off work, banning construction work from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., and keeping kindergarten classes indoors after 1 p.m.
Health officials on Thursday also reported a rise in calls to emergency responders due to heat-related health problems.
Rihad Rexhepi, a doctor from the Emergency Center in the capital, Skopje, told The Associated Press that only on Thursday morning his operators received more than 30 calls.

    


"That's double as many as yesterday, and it is only for half the day," Rexhepi said.
Officials urged people to stay at home during the peak of the heat, wear comfortable clothes and drink plenty of water.




Authorities reported an increase in wildfires, saying 12 were registered nationwide in the past 24 hours. The National Center for Crisis Management also said it had received a lot of complaints from people concerned about seeing snakes in urban centers, including Skopje.
Cooler temperatures are expected from next week.
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    [image: FILE - Visitors check the China made BYD ATTO 3 at the IAA motor show in Munich, Germany, on Sept. 8, 2023. China's Commerce Ministry has accused the European Union of making unfair demands in its investigation into imports of Chinese electric vehicles before announcing it was raising tariffs by as much as 38%. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)]
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- China's Commerce Ministry on Thursday accused the European Union of making unreasonable demands in its investigation into imports of Chinese electric vehicles before announcing it was raising tariffs by as much as 38%.
Ministry spokesman He Yadong said the European side had demanded excessive amounts of information from Chinese automakers and then unfairly accused the Chinese companies of failing to cooperate.
"The types, scope, and amount of information collected by the European side are unprecedented, far exceeding the requirements of anti-subsidy investigations," He said. He said that included requiring details on manufacturing and development, technology and product formulas, among other aspects, from Chinese electric vehicle and battery companies.
"After Chinese companies did their best to cooperate with the investigation and provided information, the European Commission still unreasonably accused Chinese companies of not fully cooperating and imposed punitive high tax rates," He said, describing the Chinese companies as "shocked and disappointed." 

    


The Chinese spokesman did not announce any new measures in retaliation for the provisional increase in tariffs, which he said lack a "factual and legal basis." But he reiterated Beijing's warning that it will defend the rights and interests of Chinese companies. On Monday, Beijing said it was opening an anti-dumping investigation into pork exports from Europe. In announcing that, the Commerce Ministry did not mention EV tariffs. But the investigation into various pork products is widely seen as a response to the EU measures on electric cars. It is expected to take one year.




Escalating a trade dispute over Beijing's subsidies that Brussels worries are hurting European automakers, the EU plans to impose provisional tariffs of 17.4% to 38.1% on EVs from China for four months starting July 4. They would apply to vehicles exported to Europe by both Chinese and foreign brands, including Tesla.
The European side has said it wants to discuss the findings of its investigation with Chinese authorities to find ways to resolve the issues. 
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- The European Union's top court said Thursday that products such as disinfectants can't be advertised as "skin friendly."
The European Court of Justice issued its ruling after a German federal court sought its opinion in a case against a drugstore chain that sold a hand, skin and surface disinfectant with a label that, among other things, declared it "skin friendly."
In that case, the German Association for Protection against Unfair Competition argued that drugstore chain dm failed to comply with an EU regulation on biocidal products. The court said the regulation prohibits promoting such products by calling them a "low-risk biocidal product," "nontoxic," "harmless," "natural," "environmentally friendly" or "animal friendly" -- "or any similar indication."
The EU court found that "skin friendly" has positive connotations that avoid suggesting any risk, and may imply that the product could be beneficial for the skin. 
"Such an indication is of a misleading nature which justifies the prohibition of its use in the advertising of the biocidal product at issue," the court said in a statement.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/european-court-germany-disinfectant-advertising-skin-friendly-19a0f7807aba36741a25a4a64dcb0db1



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Germany and Dutch-owned operator end talks on grid sale because of budget constraints | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Germany and Dutch-owned operator end talks on grid sale because of budget constraints

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: FILE - In this Nov. 1, 2017 file photo high power cables hang from a pole on a field in Hattersheim, Germany. A state-owned Dutch company that is the biggest electricity grid operator in Germany said Thursday, June 20, 2024 that talks on selling its German business to the government in Berlin have been terminated due to the administration's budget constraints. TenneT, one of four transmission network operators in Germany, announced plans for the talks in February 2023. (AP Photo/Michael Probst,file)]
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- A state-owned Dutch company that is the biggest electricity grid operator in Germany said Thursday that talks on selling its German business to the government in Berlin have been terminated due to the administration's budget constraints.
TenneT, one of four transmission network operators in Germany, announced plans for the talks in February 2023. At the time, it said it needed a "structural solution" to funding needs for its German business as the grid is bolstered to handle the transition to renewable energy, which it put at about 15 billion euros ($16.1 billion).
The transmission lines are crucial for Germany's plans to completely shift its power production from fossil fuels to renewable energy by 2045 at the latest. At present, some of the electricity generated by wind farms in northern Germany can't be dispatched to the south due to lack of transmission capacity.

    


The German government has now informed the Netherlands that "it cannot deliver on the planned transaction due to budgetary challenges," TenneT said in a statement Thursday.
Chancellor Olaf Scholz's quarrelsome three-party coalition is currently arguing about how to put together a 2025 budget while adhering to Germany's tight self-imposed rules on running up debt. That problem already forced a hasty, court-mandated rehash of the 2024 budget, complete with subsidy cuts that prompted protests by farmers.
TenneT, which also operates the Netherlands' grid, said it envisions "tapping into public or private capital markets for a structural funding solution for its German operations." It added that the German government "is committed to support such alternative solutions."
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- The Swiss National Bank said Thursday it has lowered its main policy rate by a quarter of a percentage point, citing a drop in "underlying inflationary pressure" despite an uptick in some costs like rents, tourism services and oil products. 
The central bank became the first among counterparts in major financial centers this spring to cut interest rates, with a similar quarter-point reduction in March that caught many market watchers by surprise.
The reduction to 1.25%, from 1.5%, will take effect on Friday, the SNB said in a statement, noting that inflation in Switzerland is currently "being driven above all by higher prices for domestic services."
For months, major central banks had been tightening monetary policy to ward off inflation pressures by making the cost of borrowing more expensive, which can cool economic activity and thus rein in upward pressure on prices.

    


"Global economic growth was solid in the first quarter of 2024," the SNB said. "Inflation largely moved sideways over the past months, and remained above central banks' targets in many countries. However, the underlying inflationary pressure continued to decrease slightly."
It noted that some other central banks have also eased monetary policy recently after a tightening cycle over the last two years. The Swiss bank said inflation could stay high in some countries and "geopolitical tensions" could crimp economic activity around the world.
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                                        More than 3,000 nurses at six Oregon hospitals spent a second day on the picket lines Wednesday carrying signs that say, "Patients over profits" and "We're out to ensure it's safe in there," as they continued to demand fair wages and better staffing levels. 
Nurses are striking at six Providence medical facilities across the state -- from St. Vincent Medical Center in Portland in the north down to the Medford Medical Center in the south. 
Organizers say it's the largest nurses strike in the state's history, while Providence emphasized that no patient's health is being put at risk, since it has hired contract workers to temporarily fill the void.
Scott Palmer, chief of staff with the Oregon Nurses Association, said nurses have been in negotiations since December but they "have not been able to get Providence to come to a fair contract."

    


Palmer said the focus of negotiations is on "recruitment and retention issues," including wages, benefits and sufficient staffing standards.
Jennifer Gentry, chief nursing officer for Providence's Central Division, said the organization contracted with a company to provide replacement workers to ensure patient care does not suffer. Gary Walker, a spokesperson for the company, said the strike has not affected their facilities. They treated about 800 people in their Emergency Departments on Tuesday and no elective surgeries have been postponed.




Palmer said the striking nurses want people to get the care they need, but they want the caregivers to be supported.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's really important for people to know from the nurses and from the American Nurses Association that if you're sick, don't delay getting medical care," Palmer told The Associated Press. "Patients should seek hospital care immediately if they need it. Obviously, our nurses would rather be the ones providing that care, but Providence forced our hands and instead we find ourselves out on the picket line advocating for those patients."

    


Staffing and competitive wages are the focus of their demands, Palmer said. When staffing levels are low, nurses can't take lunch, there are delays in answering patient calls, and it's even difficult to find time to go to the bathroom, he said.
That constant stress is causing record levels of burnout among nurses, Palmer said. 
"We know that nurses are choosing to leave the profession in droves and there's a moral injury that nurses experience from being unable to provide the quality care that patients deserve, because at least in Oregon, the primary reason for that is unsafe staffing levels," he said.
Providence nursing officer Gentry said Oregon has passed a "safe staffing" law and the company follows the law's staffing mandates. 
Palmer said the nurses want Providence to put those staffing levels in the contracts, but Gentry said they offered to put in the contract that they'll follow the law, instead of including specific numbers in case the law changes. 
The strike is scheduled to run through Thursday. 
___
This story has been corrected to show Jennifer Gentry's proper title. She is chief nursing officer for Providence's Central Division.
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                                        LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) -- Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders on Wednesday signed legislation cutting the state's property and income taxes after lawmakers wrapped up a special session where they also approved legislation to keep the state's hunting and fishing programs running.
Sanders signed the measure cutting the state's top corporate and individual income tax rates, and another raising the homestead property tax credit, hours after the predominantly Republican Legislature adjourned the session that began Monday.
The cuts are the latest in a series of income tax reductions Arkansas has enacted over the past several years. Sanders, a Republican, has signed three cuts into law since taking office last year and has said she wants to phase the levy out over time.
"We are moving in the right direction and we're doing so responsibly," Sanders said at a news conference before signing the legislation.

    


The measures will cut the state's top individual tax rate from 4.4% to 3.9% and the top corporate rate from 4.8% to 4.3%, retroactively, beginning Jan. 1. Finance officials say the cuts will cost about $483 million the first year and $322 million a year after that.




Supporters argued the state is in a healthy position for the reductions, noting that Arkansas is forecast to end the fiscal year with a $708 million surplus.
But opponents of the measures have said the benefits are too skewed toward higher earners and that the state should instead put more money toward reducing the high maternal mortality rate and providing more services for people with disabilities.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Now is not the time to be underfunding the programs that deal with these problems," Democratic Rep. Denise Garner said before the House voted on the cuts Tuesday.
The tax cut legislation also requires the state to set aside $290 million from the its surplus into a reserve fund in case of an economic downturn.

    


The other legislation signed by Sanders increases the homestead tax credit from $425 to $500, retroactive to Jan. 1. That cut will cost $46 million.
Lawmakers had expected to take up tax cuts later this year, but that plan was accelerated after the Legislature adjourned its session last month without a budget for the state Game and Fish Commission. That created uncertainty about whether the agency, which issues hunting and fishing licenses and oversees wildlife conservation, would operate beyond July 1. 
Sanders on Wednesday signed a compromise budget proposal for the agency aimed at addressing concerns from some House members who had objected to the maximum pay for the agency's director. 
The new measure includes a lower maximum salary for the director, and requires legislative approval to increase his pay by more than 5%.
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                    Residents of Kitui, Kenya live in constant fear of venomous snakebites as dangerous snakes move closer to their settlement. As the forests around them dwindle due to logging and agricultural expansion, and the climate patterns become increasingly unpredictable, the reptiles are encroaching on human territory with alarming frequency. (AP Video shot by: Zelipha Kirobi)
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    [image: A herpetologist milks the venom out of a snake at Kenya Snakebite Research and Intervention Centre (KSRIC) in Nairobi, Kenya, Friday, April 5, 2024. KSRIC is seeking to produce local antivenom in collaboration with the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine. This partnership combines local expertise and international research to create effective treatments that can save lives and improve the management of snakebite incidents in affected regions. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)]
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[image: A snake antivenom is seen in a container at Kenya Snakebite Research and Intervention Centre (KSRIC) in Nairobi, Kenya, Friday, April 5, 2024. KSRIC is seeking to produce local antivenom in collaboration with the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine. This partnership combines local expertise and international research to create effective treatments that can save lives and improve the management of snakebite incidents in affected regions. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | A snake antivenom is seen in a container at Kenya Snakebite Research and Intervention Centre (KSRIC) in Nairobi, Kenya, Friday, April 5, 2024. KSRIC is seeking to produce local antivenom in collaboration with the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine. This partnership combines local expertise and international research to create effective treatments that can save lives and improve the management of snakebite incidents in affected regions. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 4
A snake antivenom is seen in a container at Kenya Snakebite Research and Intervention Centre (KSRIC) in Nairobi, Kenya, Friday, April 5, 2024. KSRIC is seeking to produce local antivenom in collaboration with the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine. This partnership combines local expertise and international research to create effective treatments that can save lives and improve the management of snakebite incidents in affected regions. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Esther Kangali, who lost her right leg to a snake bite, walks outside her home in Kitui, Kenya, Monday, May 13, 2024. Overall in Kenya, about 4,000 snakebite victims die every year while 7,000 others experience paralysis or other health complications, according to the local Institute of Primate Research. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)]
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[image: Esther Kangali, who lost her right leg to a snake bite, sits with her mother outside her home in Kitui, Kenya, Monday, May 13, 2024. Overall in Kenya, about 4,000 snakebite victims die every year while 7,000 others experience paralysis or other health complications, according to the local Institute of Primate Research. (AP Photo/Andrew Kasuku)]
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                                        MWINGI, Kenya (AP) -- Esther Kangali felt a sharp pain while on her mother's farm in eastern Kenya. She looked down and saw a large snake coiling around her left leg. She screamed, and her mother came running.
Kangali was rushed to a nearby health center, but it lacked antivenom to treat the snake's bite. A referral hospital had none as well. Two days later, she reached a hospital in the capital, Nairobi, where her leg was amputated due to delayed treatment.
The 32-year-old mother of five knows it could have been avoided if clinics in areas where snakebites are common are stocked with antivenom.
Kitui County, where the Kangalis have their farm, has Kenya's second highest number of snakebite victims, according to the health ministry, which last year put annual cases at 20,000.
Overall in Kenya, about 4,000 snakebite victims die every year while 7,000 others experience paralysis or other health complications, according to the local Institute of Primate Research.

    


Residents fear the problem is growing. As the forests around them shrink due to logging and agricultural expansion, and as climate patterns become increasingly unpredictable, snakes are turning up around homes more frequently.




"We are causing adverse effects on their habitats like forest destruction, and eventually we are having snakes come into our homes primarily to seek for water or food, and eventually we have the conflict between humans and the snakes," said Geoffrey Maranga, a senior herpetologist at the Kenya Snakebite Research and Intervention Center.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Climate change also can drive snakes into homesteads, he said, as they seek water in dry times and shelter in wet.
Maranga and his colleagues are part of a collaboration with the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine to create effective and safe snakebite treatments and ultimately produce antivenom locally. Maranga's center estimates that more than half of people bit by snakes in Kenya don't seek hospital treatment -- seeing it costly and difficult to find -- and pursue traditional treatments.

    


Kenya imports antivenom from Mexico and India, but antivenom is usually region-specific, meaning a treatment in one region might not effectively treat snakebites in another.
Part of the work of Maranga and colleague Fredrick Angotte is extracting venom from one of Africa's most dangerous snakes, the black mamba. The venom can help produce the next generation of antivenom.
"The current conventional antivenoms are quite old and suffer certain inherent deficiencies" such as side effects, said George Omondi, the head of the Kenya Snakebite Research and Intervention Center.
The researchers estimate the improved conventional antivenoms will take two or three years to reach the market. They estimate that Kenya will need 100,000 vials annually, but it's not clear how that much will be produced locally.
The research aims to make antivenom more affordable to Kenyans. Even when antivenom is available, up to five vials are required, which can cost as much as $300.
Meanwhile, the research center also does community outreach on snakebite prevention, teaching health workers and others how to safely coexist with snakes, perform first aid and treat those affected by snakebite.

    


The goal is to have fewer Kenyans suffer like Kangali's neighbor, Benjamin Munge, who died in 2020 four days after a snakebite because the hospital had no antivenom.
It's unlikely that snakes will move away from homes, Kangali's mother, Anna, said, so solving the problem is up to humans.
"If the snakebite medicine can come to the grassroots, we will all get help," she said.
___
The Associated Press receives financial support for global health and development coverage in Africa from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation Trust. The AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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    [image: FILE - Raquel Kochhann of Brazil competes during the women's HSBC Rugby Sevens match between Brazil and Belgium in Madrid, Spain, Friday, May 31, 2024. A breast cancer diagnosis, surgery and months of follow-up treatment didn't shake Kochhann's desire to return to rugby sevens and have a shot at a third Olympics. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue,File)]
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                                        She heard her No. 10 being called, tapped hands with a teammate who was leaving the field, and ran into position for Brazil, a smile on her face.
She made a quick sign of the cross, rubbed her hands and held them up with fingers splayed to receive the ball. And then Raquel Kochhann nodded: Play on.
That also seems to be her life motto. A deep desire to chase her dreams has seen Kochhann overcome breast cancer, surgery, and months of follow-up treatment to return to the highest level of rugby sevens and have a shot at her third Olympics.
After more than 11/2 years on the sidelines, initially with an injured knee and then for her cancer recovery, Kochhann reappeared for Brazil in January at the world sevens series event in Perth. She helped Brazil reach the quarterfinals in Los Angeles, played in Hong Kong and in the series finale in Madrid.

    


Now she's preparing for the Paris Games, where women's sevens kicks off July 28.
The most difficult person to convince she'd be ready in time for Paris was her doctor "because of the complexity of the case," Kochhann says.
"He always supported me, but he was apprehensive and careful," the 31-year-old Brazilian tells The Associated Press. "To this day, his heart is in his mouth whenever I take some kind of hit."


Heavy hits are a regular occurrence in the condensed, fast-paced version of rugby known as sevens (because of the number of players on each team).

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Upper-body collisions are frequent when players are either carrying the ball or tackling, which can make doctors nervous.
Not Kochhann. She believes she's done the work in the gym and in her recovery to prepare her body for anything the sport can throw at her. She also received medical clearance from the team.
In a social media post in late 2023 announcing her return to play, Kochhann urged followers to "play every game like it's your last."
"This phrase sounds cliche, but we don't know what tomorrow will bring, what if we don't have another opportunity?" she posted. "Our fate is unpredictable. An ACL injury in May 2022 turned out to be a lengthy breast cancer treatment. A lot of learning and personal growth."

    


Rugby roots

A dedicated soccer player as a young athlete with ambitions of wearing the famous Brazil jersey, Kochhann first tried rugby at the age of 19. She was instantly converted.
She debuted for Brazil in 2014, won a bronze medal at the Pan American Games the following year, and was there in 2016 in the host team when rugby sevens made its Olympic debut at Rio de Janeiro.
Her mother couldn't attend the Olympic matches because she was dealing with breast cancer herself, but Kochhann reveled in the support from her sister, and thousands of new fans. The Tokyo Olympics were an altogether different experience as spectators were banned because of COVID-19 restrictions.
But she was determined and good enough to earn another Olympic experience, even when, while rehabbing her knee injury, she underwent scans for a lump in her breast and discovered it was malignant.
"Cancer wasn't a shock, given my family's medical history and genetics -- and it could have happened at any moment in my life," Kochhann said in a matter-of-fact interview for the world sevens series. "I went through a preventive bilateral mastectomy and moved to the oncology department. I had to stop my career and went through chemotherapy to prevent the further spread of cancer."

    


All the while, health experts were telling her to stay physically active.
"Even if the therapy would bring me down physically," she says, "I kept believing I could beat this ... and I did."
Whatever transpires between now and late July, Kochhann wants her inspiring comeback to be a message "that everything in life always has a good side and a bad side."
"Our recovery and how we live life will depend on which side we choose to look at. I could be sad, upset about the injury and then the cancer, but that would use a lot of energy, and I chose to focus that energy on recovery. Always seeing an opportunity in every difficulty."
One of a kind
The easiest person to convince she could return to rugby was Brazil coach Will Broderick "who, like me, was eager to be able to train me and see me back on the field," Kochhann says.

    


Broderick, who has been coaching the Brazil women's sevens team since just before the Tokyo Olympics, felt like he barely had the right to assess Kochhann's comeback.
"Because it's just so far above what you could imagine a human being be able to do," Broderick says in a telephone interview with the AP. "We witnessed it firsthand -- she trained hard through chemotherapy, through radiotherapy. She was at the training center every day.
"If she wasn't training, she was at the training sessions, helping with the filming and coaching. I've never seen anything like it in my life."
Broderick always thought his playmaker would return but acknowledged there's always the lingering doubt.

    


"There's so many things that could go wrong but she is probably one of the most incredible people I've ever met," he says. "To be honest, it's phenomenal. Incredible. Then she comes back to train and how can I tell her ... she needs to push harder, work. Who am I to say that?"
But Kochhann was willing to push harder. The tradeoff was Kochhann becoming an inspirational presence for other players.
"She's matured all the way through and she doesn't let the little things bother her too much anymore, like refereeing decisions or little errors," Broderick says. "She's grown in that sense and how she handles the little setbacks because I guess that her perspective is completely different."
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/olympics-kochhann-cancer-rugby-sevens-591e31821929d2eeb85fe7f64ab2b386
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    [image: This photo released by Israel's Antiques Authority (IAA) on Thursday, June 20, 2024 shows Jacob Sharvit, left, and Dr. Karnit Bahartan, right, with the ancient jars that were carried on the world's oldest known deep-sea ship, as seen some 55.9 miles (90 kilometers off of the Israeli coastline. A company drilling for natural gas off the coast of northern Israel discovered a 3,300-year-old ship and its cargo, one of the oldest known examples of a ship sailing far from land, the Israel Antiquities Authority said on Thursday. (Emil Aladjem/ Israel Antiquities Authority via AP)]
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                                        TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- A company drilling for natural gas off the coast of northern Israel discovered a 3,300-year-old ship and its cargo, one of the oldest known examples of a ship sailing far from land, the Israel Antiquities Authority said Thursday.
The discovery of the late Bronze Age ship so far out at sea indicates that the navigation abilities of ancient seafarers were more advanced than previously thought because they could travel without a line of sight to land, the IAA said. 
The great depth at which the ship was found means it has been left undisturbed by waves, currents or fishermen over the millennia, offering greater potential for research, it said.
"The discovery of this boat now changes our entire understanding of ancient mariner abilities. It is the very first to be found at such a great distance with no line of sight to any landmass," said Jacob Sharvit, head of the IAA marine unit, adding that two similar ships from the same era had been discovered previously, but only close to shore.

    


Sharvit said the assumption by researchers until now has been that trade during that era was conducted by boats sailing close to the shore, keeping an eye on land while moving from port to port. He said the newly discovered boat's sailors probably used the sun and the stars to find their way.




The wooden ship sank about 90 kilometers (55 miles) off Israel's Mediterranean coast and was discovered at a depth of 1,800 meters (1.1 miles) by Energean, a natural gas company which operates a number of deep-sea natural gas fields in Israel's territorial waters. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In its work, Energean said it uses a submersible robot to scour the sea floor. About a year ago, it came across the 12 to 14 meter (39 to 45 foot) -long ship buried under the muddy bottom, nestled under hundreds of jugs that were 