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Supreme Court Rejects Challenge to Biden Administration's Contacts With Social Media Companies



The case, one of several this term on how the First Amendment applies to technology platforms, was dismissed on the ground that the plaintiffs lacked standing to sue.








By Adam Liptak


Jun 26, 2024


The Supreme Court handed the Biden administration a major practical victory on Wednesday, rejecting a challenge to its contacts with social media platforms to combat what administration officials said was misinformation.



The court ruled that the states and users who had challenged the contacts had not suffered the sort of direct injury that gave them standing to sue.



The decision, by a 6 to 3 vote, left fundamental legal questions for another day.



"The plaintiffs, without any concrete link between their injuries and the defendants' conduct, ask us to conduct a review of the yearslong communications between dozens of federal officials, across different agencies, with different social-media platforms, about different topics," Justice Amy Coney Barrett wrote for the majority. "This court's standing doctrine prevents us from exercising such general legal oversight of the other branches of government."



Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr, joined by Justices Clarence Thomas and Neil M. Gorsuch, dissented.



"For months," Justice Alito wrote, "high-ranking government officials placed unrelenting pressure on Facebook to suppress Americans' free speech. Because the court unjustifiably refuses to address this serious threat to the First Amendment, I respectfully dissent."



The case arose from a barrage of communications from administration officials urging platforms to take down posts on topics like the coronavirus vaccine and claims of election fraud. The attorneys general of Missouri and Louisiana, both Republicans, sued, saying that many of those contacts violated the First Amendment.



Judge Terry A. Doughty
 of the Federal District Court for the Western District of Louisiana agreed, saying the lawsuit described what could be "the most massive attack against free speech in United States' history."



Judge Doughty, who was appointed by President Donald J. Trump, issued 
a 10-part injunction
 that prohibited countless officials from "threatening, pressuring or coercing social media companies in any manner to remove, delete, suppress or reduce posted content of postings containing protected free speech."



A unanimous three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, in New Orleans, 
narrowed the injunction
, but not by much.



The panel, in 
an unsigned opinion
, said that administration officials had become excessively entangled with the platforms or used threats to spur them to act. The panel entered an injunction forbidding many officials to coerce or significantly encourage social media companies to remove content protected by the First Amendment.



The revised injunction said officials "shall take no actions, formal or informal, directly or indirectly, to coerce or significantly encourage social media companies to remove, delete, suppress or reduce, including through altering their algorithms, posted social media content containing protected free speech."



Two members of the panel, Judges 
Edith B. Clement
 and 
Jennifer W. Elrod
, were appointed by President George W. Bush. The third, 
Judge Don R. Willett
, was appointed by Mr. Trump.



The Biden administration 
filed an emergency application
 in September asking the Supreme Court to pause the injunction, saying that the government was entitled to express its views and to try to persuade others to take action.



The court 
granted the administration's application
, put the Fifth Circuit's ruling on hold and agreed to hear the case, Murthy v. Missouri, No. 23-411.



Three justices dissented from the September ruling. "Government censorship of private speech is antithetical to our democratic form of government, and therefore today's decision is highly disturbing," Justice Alito wrote, joined by Justices Clarence Thomas and Neil M. Gorsuch.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/26/us/politics/supreme-court-biden-free-speech.html
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President Biden was peeved. What was Chuck Schumer thinking?



The Democrats had just temporarily 
averted a national default
 with Republican aid but still needed a broader deal to resolve a debt ceiling clash. Yet there was Mr. Schumer, the Senate Democratic leader, on the floor bashing Republicans for playing "a dangerous and risky partisan game."



Mr. Biden called Mr. Schumer to chide him. That was not helpful, the president said, according to an official informed about the call, which came late in Mr. Biden's first year in office. Senator Mitch McConnell, the Republican leader, had backed down to help avoid a fiscal crisis. They should not rub his nose in it. Mr. Schumer pushed back. "You don't know how much he's been beating up on me," he told the president.



The Joe Biden who will defend his presidency at a nationally televised debate on Thursday night remains a practitioner of old-school politics in a new-school era. The hostility, the anger, the polarization, the "beating up" that define today's national debate, yes, he knows all about that.



But after more than half a century in Washington, he still has the instincts of a backslapping cloakroom pol, eager to make deals and work across the aisle where possible at a time when that rarely seems rewarded anymore.



In some ways, it has been a formula for success that upended expectations, resulting in a raft of landmark liberal programs that will mark Mr. Biden in the history books as one of the most prolific legislative masters since Lyndon B. Johnson. And yet it has not been a formula for executing the most essential mission that he assigned himself when he took office: healing a broken country riven by profound economic, ideological, cultural, political and geographic divisions.



No president in American history 
took the oath
 with more experience in public office than Mr. Biden, 81, who was first elected to the Senate in 1972, when two-thirds of today's Americans were not even born. But the politics of 2024 are a far cry from those of the 1970s, 1980s, 1990s, 2000s or even 2010s. While building a new bridge or lowering the 
cost of insulin
 still matter, they only penetrate so far with the electorate in an era of tribal animosity, populist unrest and social media disinformation.



"These days, people like to belittle experience, but his experience was just vital to getting as much done as we did," Mr. Schumer said in an interview. Although he said he did not recall the 2021 phone call with Mr. Biden, he did not deny it either, and agreed that it sounded like the president's approach.



"Biden was always of the view and understood instinctively that we had to do things in a bipartisan way," Mr. Schumer said, adding that he concurred.



Yet that approach has not won over the public. Mr. Biden can travel the country, cutting ribbons from the most ambitious infrastructure package since the 1950s; he can trumpet the biggest 
investment in fighting climate change
 in history; and he can boast of 
job creation
, unemployment and stock market figures that Ronald Reagan would have coveted in 1984's morning in America. But polls show a majority of voters are not impressed or not paying attention.



Among many Americans, he is blamed for wars started by other countries that national security veterans nonetheless credit him with navigating maturely despite their own criticisms. He has not found a message on the economy that resonates more than the price of milk and eggs. Neither his persona nor his vision travel on today's hyperactive, hypersonic, hyper-sensational social media the way that former President Donald J. Trump's do. TikTok voters are not checking Mr. Biden's legislative scorecard.



"It doesn't mean a lot now because we're in such a performative age," said former Representative Eric Cantor of Virginia, who was 
a main Republican negotiator
 with Mr. Biden when he was vice president. "He's just not equipped in this era we're in of social media and constant scrutiny. The tools and attributes and talents that he may have had just don't quite fit or lend themselves to the era we're in."



It was not supposed to be quite this hard. To be sure, Mr. Biden understood the enormous tests he faced coming into office -- a global pandemic still killing thousands every week, an economy in collapse, schools and businesses shuttered, racial turmoil in the streets and troops deployed around Washington after an attack on the Capitol meant to overturn an election.



Somehow, though, Mr. Biden expected the fever to break as his twice-impeached and seemingly discredited predecessor faded away. The trick was that Mr. Trump refused to go away and has spent nearly four years stirring the pot, fueling resentment and trying to tear down the system that Mr. Biden represents.



And now, saddled with the lingering effects of inflation and images of migrants streaming over the border, Mr. Biden feels the weight of an election like no other. At stake in his mind are not just health care and tax policies or support for Ukraine and Israel. Grandiose as it sounds, he believes it is nothing short of democracy. It is America, as he sees it.



"It's a huge burden," said Jon Meacham, the historian and informal adviser to the president, "but Biden is a stand-in, the embodiment, pick your image, for the politics that we grew up with and that have shaped us since the New Deal."



'He Feels the Burden'




Mr. Biden in Paris earlier this month, after commemorating the 80th anniversary of D-Day in Normandy. He has come to realize that being a senator or even a vice president is nothing like being president.




After 36 years in the Senate and eight as vice president, Mr. Biden thought he understood the presidency as well as anyone. But being a senator or even a vice president is nothing like being president, as Mr. Biden has come to learn, according to interviews with dozens of his friends, aides, cabinet officers and congressional allies.



"Even with all of that extraordinary experience, particularly being vice president for eight years," Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken said in an interview, "there is something unique about being president. The way I've heard him express it to me on a couple of occasions in the Oval Office was standing behind the desk and sort of tapping the desk and saying, 'The buck really does stop here.'"



When it came time to sit behind the Resolute Desk himself, Mr. Biden brought lessons from Barack Obama's tenure. He would not lowball the size of his economic stimulus plan to jolt the country out of its Covid-induced recession, as he believed Mr. Obama had done 12 years earlier. Nor would he let the generals talk him out of withdrawing American forces from Afghanistan, as they did Mr. Obama.



Never mind the experts who warned against overstimulating the economy for fear of unleashing inflation or pulling out of Afghanistan too abruptly at the risk of abandoning allies to the Taliban. Mr. Biden's mind was made up. And so there he was, sitting in the Situation Room, his head shaking no, his eyes closed in prayer, as Gen. Mark A. Milley kept updating reports of American troops 
killed by a suicide bomber at Abbey Gate
 at the Kabul airport.



Mr. Biden does not shrink from bad news, aides said. On his first full day in office, he pulled aside Jeffrey D. Zients, then his Covid response coordinator and now his chief of staff. "Inevitably there will be ups and downs," Mr. Zients recalled him saying. "But tell me when there's a problem. Put it on the table and together, we can solve it."



And in the end, Mr. Biden showed up the doubters who told him not to bother trying to reach across the aisle. "People said this is so quaint, he actually believes we can legislate," said Senator Chris Coons, Democrat of Delaware. "He got bill after bill that he signed into law that were bipartisan, that really pulled us together."



But after a long career marked by insecurity, Mr. Biden still has a chip on his shoulder, insisting he knows the issues better than anyone around the table. "None of you have been elected," he tells aides.



In trusting his instincts, Mr. Biden is not always receptive to contrary counsel on issues he feels strongly about. As one former aide put it, Mr. Biden wants an adviser to be a "cardboard cutout" who nods at whatever decision he makes. Another former official observed that "everyone is afraid" of Mr. Biden's temper.



The decisions that critics often blame on his advisers, like slow-walking sophisticated weapons transfers to Ukraine to avoid escalation with President Vladimir V. Putin's nuclear-armed Russia or continuing to support Israel despite concerns over civilian casualties in Gaza -- those were all Mr. Biden. And he is willing to own them.



"He was extremely well prepared" for the job, said Ron Klain, his first chief of staff, "but he would be the first person to tell you there's a difference between being the last person in the room giving advice and the person making the decisions. He feels the burden of that very heavily. They're hard decisions. They're close decisions. You definitely see it on his face and in his countenance. It definitely wears on him, but he's borne up very well under it."



'Staying on Script'




Mr. Biden speaking with members of the news media at the White House in January. He has become far more cautious in his public remarks.




To the extent that the presidency has changed Mr. Biden, it has made one of Washington's most famously off-the-cuff politicians into a far more disciplined figure. Once loquacious to the point of being mind-numbing, today Mr. Biden eschews the long-winded stemwinders that made even his friends roll their eyes.



He 
holds fewer news conferences and grants fewer interviews
 than any president in decades, though lately he has picked up the pace, and often gives reporters one-word answers where he used to give a thousand. "The biggest change has been his caution and precision about staying on script and sticking to the points he wants to make," observed Jay Carney, who was his communications director when he was vice president.



Still, in private, Mr. Biden prepares for public appearances in advance with long meetings, turning a one-hour session into two hours, sometimes punctuated by meandering stories about long-dead senators. He still has a fetish for ensuring speeches avoid jargon and relate to folks in Scranton, Pa., the onetime hometown he treats as his archetype for everyday Americans.



"He started nearly every meeting saying, 'Would you please speak in straight English?'" recalled Cecilia Rouse, former chair of his Council of Economic Advisers. Or he picks up the phone to call Gina Raimondo, his commerce secretary. "Hey Gov," he says, referring to her former post as governor of Rhode Island. "Help me put this in English."



Those who have known him over the years said he remains at heart the same person. "What the American people see every day is who he is," said Mr. Blinken, who has worked for Mr. Biden for more than two decades. "There's no artifice. There's no public versus private persona."



But many, including some on his own team, assume the limits on his public interactions are meant to protect him from age-related mistakes. There has been simmering discontent within his administration among those who think the president's inner circle goes too far in shielding him from public exposure.



"Everything looks and feels so choreographed, scripted and controlled that it doesn't afford him the opportunities to show off his strengths -- humor, empathy and compassion," said Michael LaRosa, a former press secretary for Jill Biden. "Relatability is his superpower, but you can only relate to someone when their humanity is exposed. That means flaws, mistakes and everything else that comes with imperfection."



Age is the radioactive nuclear rod of the Biden presidency that no one wants to touch despite the danger of leaving it unaddressed. That flows from the top. Defensive and testy, Mr. Biden deeply resents 
discussion of his age
, and his closest aides have taken their cue from him. Rather than acknowledge the obvious issues while still highlighting the advantages of a seasoned president, some advisers argue that he has not slipped at all.



His shuffling walk, low voice and occasional confusion are hard to deny, even though Republicans exaggerate and 
distort them
. In a recent 
Time magazine interview
, Mr. Biden said "Europe" when he meant Russia, "Russia" when he meant Ukraine and "Putin" when he meant Xi Jinping. At times, he catches such mistakes right away and corrects himself, as many people of all ages do; at others, he does not seem to notice, much like Mr. Trump on occasion.



But looking past the verbal miscues and painful elocution, Mr. Biden does not wander into unreality the way that Mr. Trump, 78, often does and his substantive points are for the most part as conversant and informed as in the past. He exhibits a grasp of his policy choices and no one has cited a decision that he would have made differently if he were a decade younger.



"His age is what it is, right?" Ms. Raimondo said. "If you look at him, he is physically different than he was 10 years ago." But "he has a wisdom and a judgment and a temperament and rock-solid core values that have made him one of the most effective presidents we've ever had."



In meetings, aides said, he still gets to the heart of the matter. "When you sit down to talk with him, you really want to be prepared because he's going to ask a lot of probing questions," said 
Dr. Anthony S. Fauci
, who served as his medical adviser. "You don't wing it with him."



Representative James E. Clyburn, Democrat of South Carolina, acknowledged that Mr. Biden does not seem like the animated lawmaker of old, but attributes that to a conscious decision to play it safe.



"He is a bit more subdued as president than he was as a senator," Mr. Clyburn said. "People attribute that to age. Well, I'm older than Joe Biden by almost, I think, two years, but I don't think that's what it is. I think Joe Biden made some calculations some time back and changed his style a bit."



'Pain and Loss'




Beau Biden, before deploying with the Delaware National Guard to Iraq in 2008. His father once envisioned him as the heir apparent of a new political dynasty. 




If the president seems more subdued, less the happy warrior than he once was, there are reasons apart from age and calculation. Mr. Biden, whose private family tragedy has long shaped his public career, has never been the same since his son Beau 
died of brain cancer in 2015
.



Beau was the golden child, the military veteran and state attorney general envisioned by his father as the heir apparent of a new political dynasty. Mr. Biden had imagined this would be Beau's presidency, not his. "You can't overestimate the impact of Beau," said Mr. Meacham. "He thought he passed the torch and then the torch was passed back."



To this day, one ally said he practically never talks with Mr. Biden without Beau coming up. In part because of that, this has been something other than a joyful presidency. The last few years have been marked by trauma: the deadly pandemic and resulting economic calamity, the schisms in society, two wars, mass shootings. Each morning's intelligence briefing documents a relentless cascade of crises. "What else do you got?" the president asks with dark humor.



And then of course there are the drug addiction and legal travails of his surviving son Hunter, who was just 
convicted of federal gun charges
. As several advisers put it, there is "no lightness" in this White House. "It always goes back to pain and loss," ruminated one aide. "Pain and loss."



Perhaps no one in modern American life, however, has transformed pain into purpose more than Mr. Biden.



He has made Beau into his political touchstone, citing his son's death to connect with voters who themselves endure suffering and tapping his own grief to drive him forward long after many would have retired.



He has few strong interests other than politics and family. While he exercises daily and goes to church weekly, Mr. Biden does not publicize his basketball picks or his latest Spotify music list, as Mr. Obama does. His staff could not name any movies or television shows he has watched lately other than assuming it would be something Jill Biden would have picked. He has been spotted carrying books on societal disruption by Fareed Zakaria, 
Heather Cox Richardson
 and 
William Ury
, but rarely cites something he has read.



He is still rooted in Delaware. If he cannot return by train every night as he did in the Senate, he flies there many weekends on Air Force One. He prefers the house in Wilmington, while Jill Biden might rather go to the beach house in Rehoboth, but either offers comforts he does not find in the stately halls at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. He makes a point of calling each of his children and grandchildren nearly every day.



Sitting in beach chairs just 15 yards from the water's edge last summer with his friend Mark Gitenstein, a longtime aide and now ambassador to the European Union, Mr. Biden kept jumping up when someone walking by called out, "Hey, Joe!" He often knew them and would start telling stories while Jill Biden and Mr. Gitenstein gave each other here-we-go looks. "He gets energy from people," Mr. Gitenstein said.



Unlike the diffident Mr. Obama, Mr. Biden never met a rope line he did not want to work. Mr. Klain would make sure to leave time after a White House event so the president could linger and mingle. "That's not a waste of time," Mr. Klain said. "That's what gives the president his energy and enthusiasm and you'll find he gets back to the Oval Office and be three times more energetic."



'Hardened His Resolve'




Mr. Biden speaking about gun violence in Washington, D.C., earlier this month. Although proud of his legislative accomplishments, he knows his legacy will turn largely on whether he keeps Mr. Trump out of the Oval Office.




Whether he has the energy for another four years to finish out a presidency at age 86 remains a central issue for the election. But while Mr. Biden talked during the 2020 election of being a transitional figure, he is not ready to transition yet.



Rather than be a caretaker, he has pursued a far more ambitious agenda, 
boosting the semiconductor industry
, providing 
debt relief from student loans
, 
expanding health benefits to veterans
 exposed to burn pits and codifying 
federal recognition of same-sex marriage
. "It turned out the pragmatic thing to do was also to be bold and transformational," said Pete Buttigieg, the transportation secretary shepherding his infrastructure law into reality.



But as proud as Mr. Biden is of those accomplishments, he knows his legacy will turn largely on whether he keeps Mr. Trump out of the Oval Office. If he went through any kind of organized process to consider the pros and cons of seeking re-election beyond talking with family, no one near him knows about it or is willing to say. Around 
the 2022 midterm elections
, he told aides to assume he was running unless he told them otherwise. At some point, the conversation simply turned to the logistics of setting up a campaign.



Allies like Mr. Clyburn and Mr. Coons encouraged him to run again. While some senior administration officials privately expressed concern about the decision, none said in interviews that they had volunteered doubts to Mr. Biden directly. "You become president, why would you serve just one term?" asked Ted Kaufman, his longtime aide and friend. "You get the whole thing up and running, you get the experience, you do the hiring and you have this wonderful machine and you walk away?"



That may always have been fanciful. Mr. Trump made it unthinkable. To Mr. Biden, his predecessor represents a singular threat to American democracy. One aide said Mr. Trump's decision to run again "hardened his resolve" to run too. "I fully take him at his word that in the absence of the threats to democratic norms, he would have let the torch pass," Mr. Meacham said.



At a fund-raiser last year, Mr. Biden said Mr. Kaufman had warned him that another campaign could get "pretty ugly."



"It wasn't an automatic decision about running again," Mr. Biden, then about halfway through his term, told donors. "Not because I didn't think there was more to do, but because I thought to myself, you know, four more years -- I mean, six more years -- is a long time."



Still, Mr. Kaufman said in an interview that even knowing the political costs, the president did not struggle with the decision. "No, no, no, no, no," he said. "There was never 'I'm thinking of not running for a second term.'"



Mr. Coons said two factors drove Mr. Biden's decision -- Mr. Trump's apparent sympathy for 
Russia over Ukraine
 and his promise to 
consider pardoning everyone
 who stormed the Capitol. "All you need to know is the guy wants to abandon Ukraine and empower the Jan. 6 insurrectionists," Mr. Coons said, "and you have your reason why Joe Biden decided to run again."



All of which now rides on his shoulders. The consequences of losing haunt Mr. Biden. "I can say he certainly feels the weight of the world. He has said it to me," said Ms. Raimondo. "He wears that burden every day."



But he insists on doing it on his own terms. After five decades, he cannot suddenly become a practitioner of the kind of politics that Mr. Trump practices -- the "beating up," the vitriolic rhetoric, the toxic politics.



"I know there are people who think he needs to be more bombastic and he needs to be calling people names," said Mr. Clyburn. "I don't think so. I don't think we ought to conduct ourselves running for office the way we don't want our children to conduct themselves on the playground."



That's a debate Mr. Biden thinks is worth having.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/26/us/politics/joe-biden-career-debate.html
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When the Terms of Service Change to Make Way for A.I. Training



By Eli Tan


Jun 26, 2024


Last July, Google made an eight-word change to its privacy policy that represented a significant step in its race to build the next generation of artificial intelligence.



Buried thousands of words into its document, Google tweaked the phrasing for how it used data for its products, adding that public information could be used to train its A.I. chatbot and other services.



The subtle change was not unique to Google. As companies look to train their A.I. models on data that is protected by privacy laws, they're carefully rewriting their terms and conditions to include words like "artificial intelligence," "machine learning" and "generative A.I."



Some changes to terms of service are as small as a few words. Others include the addition of entire sections to explain how generative A.I. models work, and the types of access they have to user data. Snap, for instance, warned its users not to share confidential information with its A.I. chatbot because it would be used in its training, and Meta alerted users in Europe that public posts on Facebook and Instagram would soon be used to train its large language model.



Those terms and conditions -- which many people have long ignored -- are now being contested by some users who are writers, illustrators and visual artists and worry that their work is being used to train the products that threaten to replace them.



"We're being destroyed already left, right and center by inferior content that is basically trained on our stuff, and now we're being discarded," said Sasha Yanshin, a 
YouTube
 personality and co-founder of a travel recommendation site.



This month, Mr. Yanshin 
canceled his Adobe subscription
 over a change to its privacy policy. "The hardware store that sells you a paintbrush doesn't get to own the painting that you make with it, right?" he said.



To train generative A.I., tech companies can draw from two pools of data -- public and private. Public data is available on the web for anyone to see, while private data includes things like text messages, emails and social media posts made from private accounts.



Public data is a finite resource, and a number of companies are only a few years away from using all of it for their A.I. systems. But tech giants like Meta and Google are sitting on a trove of private data that could be 10 times the size of its public counterpart, said Tamay Besiroglu, an associate director at Epoch, an A.I. research institute.



That data could amount to "a substantial advantage" in the A.I. race, Mr. Besiroglu said. The problem is gaining access to it. Private data is mostly protected by a patchwork of federal and state privacy laws that give users some sort of licensing over the content they create online, and companies can't use it for their own products without consent.



In February, the Federal Trade Commission warned tech companies that changing privacy policies to retroactively scrape old data could be "unfair or deceptive."



A.I. training could eventually use the most personal kinds of data, like messages to friends and family. A Google spokesperson said a small test group of users, with permission, had allowed Google to train its A.I. on some aspects of their personal emails.



Some companies have struggled to balance their hunger for new data with users' privacy concerns. In June, Adobe faced backlash on social media after it changed its privacy policy to include a phrase about automation that many of its customers interpreted as having to do with A.I. scraping.



The company explained the changes with a pair of blog posts, saying customers had misunderstood them. On June 18, Adobe added explanations to the top of some sections of its terms and conditions.



"We've never trained generative A.I. on customer content, taken ownership of a customer's work or allowed access to customer content beyond legal requirements," Dana Rao, Adobe's general counsel and its chief trust officer, said in a statement.



This year, Snap updated its privacy policy about data collected by My AI, its A.I. chatbot that users can have conversations with.



A Snap spokesperson said the company gave "upfront notices" about how it used data to train its A.I. with the opt-in of its users.



In September, X added a single sentence to its privacy policy about machine learning and A.I. The company did not return a request for comment.



Last month, Meta alerted its Facebook and Instagram users in Europe that it would use publicly available posts to train its A.I. 
starting June 26
, inciting some backlash. It later paused the plans after the European Center for Digital Rights brought 
complaints
 against the company in 11 European countries.



In the United States, where privacy laws are less strict, Meta has been able to use public social media posts to train its A.I. without such an alert. The company announced in 
September
 that the new version of its large language model was trained on user data that its previous iteration had not been trained on.



Meta has said its A.I. did not read messages sent between friends and family on apps like Messenger and WhatsApp unless a user tagged its A.I. chatbot in a message.



"Using publicly available information to train A.I. models is an industrywide practice and not unique to our services," a Meta spokesperson said in a statement.



Many companies are also adding language to their terms of use that protects their content from being scraped to train competing A.I.



Adobe added this language in 2022:



Mr. Yanshin said that he hoped regulators could act fast in creating protections for small businesses like his against A.I. companies, and that traffic to his travel website had fallen 95 percent since it began competing with A.I. aggregators.



"People are going to sit around debating the pros and cons of stealing data because it makes a nice chatbot," he said. "In three, four, five years' time, there might not be entire segments of this creative industry because we'll just be decimated."
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What Jamaal Bowman's Loss Means for the Left



Mr. Bowman's win in 2020 seemed to herald an ascendant progressive movement. In 2024, the center is regaining power.




Representative Jamaal Bowman, delivering his concession speech on Tuesday, suffered a decisive loss in the Democratic primary.




By Jesse McKinley and Nicholas Fandos


Jun 26, 2024


Representative Jamaal Bowman's 
upset win in a 2020 Democratic primary
 in the New York suburbs was heralded by the left as proof of its electoral ascent in American politics.



Four years later, Mr. Bowman's 
decisive loss
 on Tuesday will soon brand him with a more ignominious distinction: the first member of the House's left-leaning 
"Squad"
 to be ousted from office.



The congressman was weighed down by a unique collection of baggage, including a guilty plea to a misdemeanor for pulling a House fire alarm last year. And he faced record-shattering spending by political groups furious over his criticism of Israel.



But his defeat in one of the nation's most closely watched primaries drove home an unmistakable reality: Even at a moment when the war in Gaza has re-energized progressive activism, many of the left's candidates are no longer gaining ground in major races, and in some cases they have started losing it.



In party primaries and special elections from 
Oregon
 to 
New Jersey
, moderates seemed to be regaining their footing, often by explicitly positioning themselves to the right of their Democratic opponents on immigration, foreign policy and public safety. President Biden has also tacked rightward on key issues like immigration.



And in Missouri, another member of the "Squad," Representative Cori Bush, is in danger of losing an August primary, where many of the same forces that helped defeat Mr. Bowman are already at play.



"The voters in this district, and in other districts across the country, frankly, are just not buying some of the things that these candidates are selling," said Jay Jacobs, New York's Democratic Party chair, who has often been at war with his party's left wing. "And now, moderate voters are getting engaged, they're paying attention and they're coming to the polls."



The outcome left progressives on the defensive on Wednesday, with longtime allies at odds over who was to blame and how -- if at all -- their movement needed to change its message and confrontational style to meet a different moment in American politics.



Other Democratic moderates in New York also were victorious on Tuesday, including John Avlon -- whose political background included a stint as a speechwriter and adviser to Rudolph W. Giuliani -- who 
won a House primary
 in eastern Long Island. But Mr. Bowman's loss to the Westchester County executive, George Latimer, was particularly telling.




George Latimer, center, presented himself as the more seasoned politician in the contest, citing his decades as a state lawmaker and county executive.




Mr. Bowman made little effort to expand his base of support and put the war in Gaza at the center of his campaign, betting that he could win by energizing a similar coalition of Black and brown voters, young people and committed progressives.



National progressives had made the race a crucial electoral priority. Groups from Justice Democrats to the Sunrise Movement, once the insurgents at the gate, drained bank accounts and dispatched armies of volunteers. Some of the left's biggest names, including Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York and Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont, took unusually large roles trying to prop Mr. Bowman up.



Neither immediately commented on his loss.



In the end, the left could not compete with the other side's vast resources, including a torrent of unprecedented 
spending
 by a super PAC tied to the American Israel Public Affairs Committee. The group attacked the two-term congressman over his criticism of Israel's actions in Gaza but also the vote he and other members of the "Squad" took against Mr. Biden's bipartisan infrastructure plan.



But there were also signs that Mr. Bowman had also lost the support of a swath of suburban liberal voters who once eagerly embraced him as a young Black political newcomer and committed democratic socialist.



"When Bowman won in 2020, he did it with the Sanders coalition, the Warren coalition and communities of color," said Rebecca Katz, who advised his earlier campaigns. "This time, though he may have gotten Warren's endorsement, it looks like he lost many of her base voters: white, educated liberals."



The race was a role reversal from 2020, when Mr. Bowman unseated an established incumbent, Eliot L. Engel. This time around, Mr. Latimer was the challenger, yet seemed to assume the role of the more seasoned politician. He benefited from name recognition and deep ties to the 16th Congressional District, largely made up of Westchester County suburbs.



Alyssa Cass, a political consultant who worked on Mr. Bowman's winning campaign against Mr. Engel, said the congressman appeared to have forgotten what got him and other progressives elected in the first place.



Back then, Mr. Bowman had passionately argued that Mr. Engel, a Washington habitue who was the chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, did not understand "our community" and was an absentee representative.



"Bowman beat a 30-year incumbent by arguing that that incumbent was too focused on foreign policy and not on the needs of the district," Ms. Cass said. "Fast forward to 2024: For voters, you can see how they might feel that 'He's fighting for me' has been transformed into 'He's fighting for something else.'"



Adam Green, co-founder of the Progressive Change Campaign Committee, argued that progressive economic positions on taxing the wealthy or fighting corporations remained popular. Mr. Bowman did not.



"Sadly, he opened up a unique set of Achilles' heels that made him easy pickings for right-wing billionaires to single him out and basically buy a Democratic primary," he said.



Mr. Bowman had trouble moving past 
his clumsy and sometimes inflammatory comments
 about Oct. 7, including casting 
doubt
 that Hamas committed sexual violence, a position he later disavowed. And, of course, the fire alarm.



But Mr. Bowman's closest allies forcefully pushed back. The problem, they argued, was not their candidate's messaging but how it was drowned out by a huge influx of spending by AIPAC and affiliated groups.



"Jamaal Bowman is a model, not a warning, for what political leadership can look like," said Usamah Andrabi, a spokesman for Justice Democrats.



Around a dozen groups sent 
a letter
 on Wednesday demanding that Representative Hakeem Jeffries of New York, the House Democratic leader, take a more confrontational approach toward AIPAC. Mr. Jeffries, who has a policy of backing incumbents, endorsed Mr. Bowman and recorded a robocall, even though his own views on Israel and other issues are more moderate. But he did not campaign in the district.



"The outcome of this election is a reflection on his leadership and whether Hakeem Jeffries stood up to Republican megadonors," Mr. Andrabi said.



Mr. Jeffries was having none of it. His spokeswoman, Christie Stephenson, said the leader would be judged on whether Democrats take control of the House this fall, mocking the Justice Democrats for saying they wanted to "destroy the Democratic Party" and primary Mr. Jeffries.



"They have failed miserably in every way," Ms. Stephenson said. "Is anyone surprised?"



Whether the primary success for moderates like Mr. Latimer can be replicated in other races against other progressive stars is unclear. Ms. Bush, of Missouri, who also defeated 
an establishment incumbent, William Lacy Clay Jr., in a primary in 2020
, faces a stiff challenge from Wesley Bell, the prosecuting attorney in St. Louis County, who 
has been endorsed by AIPAC
.



In late January, Ms. Bush and another "Squad" member -- Representative Rashida Tlaib of Michigan, the House's only Palestinian American, were the sole "no" votes on a resolution to bar Hamas members and others involved in the Oct. 7 attacks on Israel from coming to the United States.



Josh Gottheimer, 
the New Jersey Democrat who has sometimes staked out more conservative positions,
 seemed confident that the results on Tuesday meant that "the Squad politics are on the way out, not the way in," noting successes for party centrists.



"There's a swing from extremism to a more common-sense Democratic lane," he said.



On Wednesday, Joseph Crowley, a former congressman whose 2018 loss to Ms. Ocasio-Cortez helped launch the "Squad," also suggested that wins like Mr. Latimer's could benefit Mr. Biden in the general election, noting that the "pendulum swing has come back a bit."



"There may be an opportunity for the president to be more relaxed in his own skin in the party, to be able to move to focus more toward the middle," he said.



But Hank Sheinkopf, a veteran Democratic political consultant,



 suggested that moderates would be well advised not to view his loss as a major setback for progressives, who have proven that they can win races.



"The Democratic Socialists and the Justice Democrats are not a passing fancy: They know how to organize," he said. "And what this failure will do is get them to to increase their organizing skills. And it will increase their performance."



Molly Longman
 contributed reporting.
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Death Toll in Kenya Tax Protests Rises to at Least 22, State Agency Says



Over 300 people were injured in the violence, the state rights agency said. Although businesses were slowly reopening after the unrest, the country remained on edge.




Cleaning up in downtown Nairobi, the Kenyan capital, on Wednesday morning, a day after violent demonstrations over tax increases.




By Abdi Latif Dahir


Jun 26, 2024


At least 22 people were killed and over 300 others injured in the demonstrations that turned violent in Kenya on Tuesday as 
protesters speaking out against new tax increases clashed with the police
, the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights said on Wednesday.



That death toll makes it one of the bloodiest days in the country's recent history, and the group's chairwoman, Roseline Odede, told a news conference that the group, a state agency, would start an inquiry into the violent episode.



"It violates a lot of rights in terms of response," Ms. Odede said.



A tense mood was lingering in major cities across Kenya on the day after protesters stormed Parliament and set parts of it ablaze in actions that President William Ruto said posed an "existential danger" to the East African nation and prompted him to deploy the military.



In downtown Nairobi, the capital, the strong smell of tear gas still wafted through the air after the clashes between protesters and the police. Large rocks and a burned car were strewed next to the City Hall offices that protesters had breached. Across the street, the fence at the entrance to the Supreme Court complex was destroyed.



Police officers also cordoned off the streets leading to Parliament and were not allowing pedestrians to pass.



Although businesses were slowly reopening across Kenya, newspapers being sold on the streets of Nairobi captured the chaos of the previous day. "Pandemonium," the front page of the Daily Nation newspaper said. "Deaths, chaos, rage," The Star newspaper declared.



The wave of abductions that occurred in the days and hours leading up to the demonstrations have continued in their aftermath, activists said. Several people 
put out calls on social media
 about friends, colleagues and family members who were last seen during the protests on Tuesday.



About 50 young Kenyans have been abducted, said Faith Odhiambo, the president of the Law Society of Kenya. They had been vocal about the tax increases and had been threatened, physically trailed and their communications monitored, she said. Those abducted included Ms. Odhiambo's personal assistant, she 
said in a statement
.



Rights groups have long accused Kenya's police force of kidnappings and extrajudicial disappearances. The abductions have rattled the country, and 
prompted chief justice Martha Koome to condemn them on Tuesday
.



Justice Koome called for detainees to be presented in court within 24 hours and urged the judiciary to properly investigate and address any accusations. The abductions, she said, "amount to a direct assault on the rule of law, human rights and constitutionalism, which are our guiding national values."



Two of the abducted 
were released
 on Tuesday, according to Ms. Odhiambo. But others remained missing, including Gabriel Oguda, an activist and policy analyst, and Kasmuel McOure, a musician and activist whom The New York Times interviewed in the past few days, 
Ms. Odhiambo said
.



One prominent protester, who declined to be named for safety reasons, said on Wednesday that he had survived an abduction attempt and was in hiding. The protester said that several men had tried to bundle him into a car near his home but that he had run away after members of the public swamped them.




Front pages in Nairobi the morning after the violence.




Tuesday's protests were the largest so far over a finance bill that Mr. Ruto's government introduced last month to raise revenue by imposing additional taxes. The government says the bill is necessary not only to pay the country's high debt but also to cover the costs of initiatives like roads, rural electrification and farming subsidies.



But the legislation has stoked 
widespread discontent
 among the public, with opponents arguing that it will onerously increase the cost of living. Critics of the bill have also 
pointed to the lavish lifestyles
 of Mr. Ruto and members of his administration, and have called on officials to limit their expenses. Young protesters, who observers say have 
largely initiated and guided the demonstrations
, have also been incensed by the dismissive way in which some leaders have addressed their concerns.



On Tuesday, as lawmakers debated and voted on the bill, protesters in Nairobi marched to Parliament to urge them to back down. But Mr. Ruto's alliance, which has a majority in Parliament, quickly passed the legislation.



Tensions gripped the city soon afterward, with large crowds reaching Parliament, scaling its walls and pillaging parts of the facilities. After sundown, 
Defense Minister Aden Duale said he would deploy the military
 to support the police in dealing with the "security emergency" in the country.



An hour later, Mr. Ruto struck an uncompromising tone in a televised speech, calling the protests "treasonous" and blaming "criminals pretending to be peaceful protesters" for the violence.



"I assure the nation that the government has mobilized all resources at the nation's disposal to ensure that a situation of this nature will not recur again at whatever cost," Mr. Ruto said.



On Wednesday, political leaders and rights groups urged the president to de-escalate the situation. Raila Odinga, the opposition leader who lost to Mr. Ruto in the 2022 elections, called on him to scrap the bill and talk with the protesters.



"Kenya cannot afford to kill its children just because the children are asking for food, jobs and a listening ear," Mr. Odinga 
said in a statement
.
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How the War in Gaza Disrupted an Elite Private School



The Little Red School House and Elisabeth Irwin High School, like similar institutions across the city, was consumed by strife over how to manage education about the conflict.




Little Red School House and Elisabeth Irwin High School and other private schools across New York City have been disrupted by strife over how to manage education about the war in Gaza.




By Katherine Rosman


Jun 26, 2024


This spring, 30 ninth graders from a progressive private school near Greenwich Village went on a field trip.



There was nothing unusual about venturing out into New York City to boost their classroom studies. At the school, Little Red School House and Elisabeth Irwin High School, this sort of experiential learning was so routine that few parents were even notified of the destination: 
The People's Forum
 in Midtown Manhattan, a hub for gatherings of left-wing activists. Its 
executive director
 has called for the destruction of Israel.



Afterward, parents were flabbergasted to learn where the students were taken, and what they were told.



During their visit, a People's Forum employee gave the students a 90-minute lecture on the perils of America's support for Israel and Ukraine. The students were "a captive audience who were subjected to anti-Israel and anti-American propaganda," according to a grievance report filed by a parent and shared with school leadership. A handful of Jewish students walked out during the presentation, upset.



Later, the head of school, Phil Kassen, sent a message to parents acknowledging that he had been aware of the plan and taking responsibility for what he said was an error in judgment. "I could have stopped this trip," he wrote. "I didn't." It was not his first apology this school year.



In the eight months since Hamas attacked Israel and Israel retaliated with a military campaign in Gaza, private schools across New York have been disrupted by strife over how to manage education about the war, political expression by faculty and students, and accusations of antisemitism and Islamophobia.



Similar skirmishes have played out in public schools, which educate the majority of New York's children. But at many private schools, where parents often pay more than $60,000 for their children's tuition, administrators must worry about attracting future customers. At the same time, they are trying to placate teachers, including many who embrace left-wing politics, and parents who have increasingly demanded a say in how schools respond to the war.



At many private schools, administrators were ill-prepared for the emotional furor. Many teachers were eager to instruct students about Israel's displacement of Palestinians. Some Jewish parents said they welcomed open discourse about the war as long as it did not stray into antisemitism. At several schools, there has been friction between pro-Israel students and pro-Palestinian classmates. Some students have publicly criticized administrators for not teaching them about the long history of conflict in the Middle East.



At Little Red School House and Elisabeth Irwin High School -- which is known as LREI -- some pro-Palestinian students said they felt silenced by administrators when they tried to educate their classmates about the conditions in Gaza.



Parents say they worry that while administrators struggle to figure out how to present factual and fair lessons about the Middle East conflict, students are turning to activists on Instagram and TikTok.



The problem is, even reasonable people with opposing viewpoints on the conflict do not always agree on basic foundational facts.



At LREI, which serves about 700 students and whose alumni include Robert De Niro and 
Angela Davis
, some parents say they are willing to be patient.



"This is tricky and nuanced," said Marika Condos, a mother of a graduate and two current students. "It's uncharted territory, and it's not something that is going to get resolved very quickly."



But others express a growing unease.



Some Jewish parents say that their children are uncomfortable wearing Star of David necklaces in some classes, worrying it could antagonize certain teachers.



"This is in a school environment," said Ann Melinger, whose son is a rising junior at LREI. "He shouldn't have to feel he can't take classes with certain teachers because he's afraid they're not going to like him, and that's happening in our household. We're selecting classes for next year and actively avoiding certain teachers."



Politics at school



Mr. Kassen, the head of school at LREI, encourages students to strive in the classroom and beyond for social justice. "Politics not only has a place in school," he wrote in a 2017 essay, "it is already an integral part of life in every school, because a school's 'politics' inherently influence that particular institution's student experience."



But even less overtly political schools have found themselves consumed by battles connected to the war in Gaza.



Collegiate School's leader resigned
 this month after an   internal audit found "disquieting problems of religious and cultural bias" at the school, including hostility toward both Jews and Muslims.




"There's a desire for more spaces where students can have a safe and facilitated conversation, about these events that evoke very strong feelings," said Steven Solnick, the head of The Calhoun School.




Students at The Calhoun School blasted the administration in public letters for avoiding lessons about the conflict. Some described a fraught relationship between those on either side of the divide. "Many Calhouners have ties to the conflict, but the truth is, people are dying," a Muslim student wrote. "I feel as if anytime I acknowledge that fact, I'll be demeaned by someone of Jewish heritage for simply being objective."



Since the Oct. 7 attack, in which Israeli authorities said about 1,200 people were killed and about 250 were kidnapped, more than 37,000 people have been killed in Gaza, according to health officials there, who do not distinguish between combatants and civilians. Almost half a million people in Gaza are 
facing starvation
, experts say.



Steven Solnick,
 
the outgoing head of school at Calhoun, acknowledged the divisions over the war. "The space for discussion and debate in the United States in all quarters has gotten more polarized," he said in an interview, "and schools are a reflection of what's around them
."



At some private schools in New York, a focus on personal identity, built into their curricula, appears to have exacerbated the tensions.



At Ethical Culture Fieldston School, where pro-Palestinian student activism -- and backlash -- exploded this spring, students are encouraged to join "affinity groups" that align with their racial, religious and cultural identities.




At Ethical Culture Fieldston School, pro-Palestinian student activism -- and backlash -- exploded this spring.




A photograph of young children wearing name tags with their names and identities ("Black," "Jewish") was widely shared by distressed parents this spring. A school spokeswoman said those name tags were used only at the beginning of the previous school year -- and had been a mistake.



There are affinity groups for parents too.



Earlier this month, school officials sent an email urging families to "use this moment to collectively examine how to be in community with each other" and invited parents to a "listening session" about raising children in this complex and divisive moment, hosted by a group for families of color. But that meeting was abruptly canceled in favor of a meeting exclusively for parents of students of color. Most of the Jewish parents are white and were not welcome.



The spokeswoman noted that in May a separate meeting had been held for Jewish families.



School officials said in a statement that even after a difficult year, they were committed to working to keep the community connected. "During this polarizing time, our goals remain the same," the school said.



Maps without Israel



As it did at many institutions, the unrest at LREI started with a statement sent to parents shortly after Hamas attacked Israel in October.



The email, from the head of school, Mr. Kassen, did not directly state that Hamas had invaded Israel. After parents complained, he sent a second letter, but excluded acknowledgment of the Israeli army's bombardment of Gaza and the toll to civilian Palestinians, which drew further criticism. So he wrote a third.



Frustrations over the school's response continued through the year. At least two teachers came to school wearing 
kaffiyeh
 -- checkered scarfs traditionally worn in the Middle East that have become symbols of solidarity with the Palestinian people. The administration agreed to a celebration of Jewish American Heritage Month in May but prohibited decorations showing Israeli flags.



Some Jewish parents have criticized the school for what they see as a double standard. LREI unequivocally addressed hate crimes targeting Black people and Asian Americans in the past, they said, but its response to the killing of Jewish civilians in Israel was measured.



"After several years of rightly discussing the necessity of addressing systemic issues around identity and discrimination, the issues that have arisen around antisemitism and political bias feel as if they are being treated differently," said Natalia Petrzela, a professor of history at the New School and the parent of an LREI middle school student.



In a statement to The New York Times, Mr. Kassen said that the school is committed to all students and families feeling safe and welcome. "Since Oct. 7th," he wrote, "we have engaged in dialogue with many parents around these issues to ensure their concerns are heard and addressed." (A handful of LREI teachers contacted for comment declined to be interviewed.)



Jonathan Rosen, a parent of two students and a member of the LREI board who spoke to The Times on behalf of the school, said, "As a Jew and liberal Zionist, I am not saying the school hasn't made mistakes, but they are committed to creating a safe environment for Jewish students and Jewish families and I think that is how many Jewish families experience the school."



The institution that eventually became LREI was founded nearly a century ago by Elisabeth Irwin, an 
educational reformer
 who imagined schools as places to address social ills and "
laboratories
 where children could experiment with life."



Ms. Irwin and her contemporaries emphasized experiential learning and field trips that took full advantage of New York. Children's curiosity helped drive the curriculum.



Today, LREI charges $55,000 in tuition. It markets itself as focused on critical thinking and learning by doing. The curriculum is steeped in issues of social justice.



This progressive education model and the school's embrace of social activism are part of what has attracted families to the school.



But this year, as much of the political left has been galvanized by opposition to Israel and the war in Gaza, Jewish parents at the school became concerned about teachers' politics entering the classroom.



In November, some parents of sixth graders were startled when they visited their children's classroom. On display were several maps of the Middle East created as part of a student geography project on which Israel did not exist. In its place some maps were labeled "OPT," for Occupied Palestinian Territory.



Afterward, parents received an apology and explanation from the classroom teacher that some found disquieting. "I shared with students that Israel is a recognized country," the teacher wrote. "I also shared that Palestine is also on that land and is recognized by 135 countries. I offered them the choice of including Palestine on their maps or not."



Through the winter, the administration found itself sandwiched between two groups: young faculty members who expressed passionate concern about the war and the rights of Palestinians, and a group of Jewish parents who said they wanted the school to teach about the conflict, but in a neutral way. The school held an assembly on antisemitism and Islamophobia, but avoided deep discussion of the conflict in classrooms.



Tensions erupted in April, when the ninth-grade students were taken to The People's Forum, located in an office building in Midtown. The organization has emerged in recent months as a key player in the Palestinian liberation and anti-Israel protest movements that have engulfed the city.



The group sponsored a 
rally
 in Times Square on Oct. 8 to "to stand with the people of Palestine, who have the right to resist apartheid, occupation and oppression," according to social media posts. It has provided support for pro-Palestinian university protests, which it refers to as "The Student Intifada."



According to the grievance report, The People's Forum employee who made the presentation to the LREI students said that the war between Russia and Ukraine "would stop if America stopped funding Ukraine and implied the same with Israel." The report said a ninth grader "raised his hand and rebuffed this by sharing that he believed that America's involvement helps keep the world safe and that without it Ukraine would cease to exist. The staff leader dismissed this, said he was a communist and began referring to the students as comrades. As the conversation turned more pointedly to anti-Israel rhetoric, a few students stood up and left."



When the students returned to school, the complaint said, they met with the school's head of diversity, equity and inclusion, who told them that hearing "controversial and polarizing viewpoints was good practice for subsequent years' social justice trips."



Several days later, Mr. Kassen emailed ninth-grade parents to apologize. "I should not have put the students in the position to visit the organization, both due to their call for the 'destruction' of Israel, and due to the fact that their more general political views had the kids being in well over their heads," he said.



Officials at 
The People's Forum
 did not respond to requests for comment.



About a week later, Mr. Kassen angered some parents anew when he informed them that teachers had received antisemitism training. Parents discovered in quick internet searches that the 
curriculum
 had been developed by pro-Palestinian activists.



(A director of the organization who provided the training said that those involved are committed to challenging antisemitism, Islamophobia and anti-Palestinian bigotry.)



The People's Forum's visit and the training "was a big turning point," said Ms. Melinger, a parent. "I don't care if you think it's not antisemitic," she said. "It is felt to be by some in your community, and there are so many other groups to choose from."



She strongly considered moving her son to a new school but worried that a transition would hurt his grades.



Ms. Melinger said she wants the school to educate her son about the Middle East conflict and realizes that parts of that education will be painful. "But there has been no dialogue," she said, "and in the vacuum, teachers are taking matters in their own hands."



Students are as well. The last week of school, an LREI group called Students for Peace and Justice in Palestine sent a message with online resources to the entire high school. "We hoped to send this email earlier, but we were not allowed to, due to restrictions from administration," it said. It was signed by two students and a teacher.



The resources included the Arab news network Al-Jazeera, which has the most extensive operation in Gaza of any media outlet and was recently banned by Israel.



The list also included more than a dozen Instagram handles of journalists and activists whose posts range from dispatches from Palestinian journalists in Gaza to a cartoon depicting an arm painted like the American and Israeli flags holding the severed head of a child near the word "Rafah."



"Our goal is not to tell people what to think," the email said, "but to give people more critical thinking tools."
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Between the Offensives: Images From a Journey in Ukraine's Borderland



The invaders had not returned. Not yet. But along about 600 miles of Ukraine's northeastern border territory that The New York Times visited late last year and again in the early spring, 
the war
 has never left.



Much of this area, in the 
Kharkiv
 and 
Sumy
 regions, was farmland once. Now a farmhouse hosted a counter-saboteur unit -- made up of anti-Putin Russians, to avoid sending Ukrainian troops into Russia -- preparing before dawn for a cross-border raid.



The fields are far too exposed to Russian fire for anyone to try a harvest. Instead, they are sown with "dragons' teeth," concrete antitank barriers typically bound together with cables and threaded with razor wire.




A counter-saboteur unit made up of anti-Putin Russians in the Sumy region of Ukraine in March.




In 2022, Russian troops rolled over this area and almost to the doorstep of major cities like Kharkiv and Sumy. Then, before the end of that year, Ukrainian forces pushed them back across the border.



Russian troops began 
a new offensive
 in the Kharkiv region last month. But these villages, within 10 miles of the border, were always in range of artillery fire.



Sirens cannot provide enough warning time for a bombardment from this close, and air defenses cannot repel it. Residents rely on deliveries of humanitarian aid, and the long, cold wait for supplies takes place under near daily shelling.




The remains of Rubizhne, a devastated village in the Kharkiv region, in December.




Bombing and drone attacks were already intensifying before the new ground offensive.



And Ukraine's military was already transforming the landscape: new mazes of trenches and bunkers, more closed-off zones and vast fields and forests of land mines. At checkpoints, nervous soldiers flew drones to scan the approaching roads.



Soon, said the mayor of one village that lies within range of Russian artillery, there would be nothing to photograph but stray dogs and ruins.




A military checkpoint in the Kharkiv region in December.




Civilian government has struggled to provide supplies and basic needs or to persuade residents to fully evacuate. Schools teach remotely or inside underground bunkers.



The war is bringing stark change to an area where families often have members in both Russia and Ukraine and where a common faith and culture spread across the border. Even now, a border crossing has remained open for civilians in the Sumy region.



In the village of Richky, about seven miles from the Russian border in the Sumy region, Father Bohdan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church said that after an increase in Russian attacks, very few people could attend church. Now, "It's only on holidays, like Easter, that the church is full," he said.



His two sons moved to Poland with their families before the full-scale war started in February 2022. Father Bohdan and his wife have resisted their urging to move abroad as well.



"It's my hometown," he said. "How can I go somewhere else?"




Near a church in a village in the Sumy region not far from the border in February.




In some towns and villages, only a few people remained, largely women and older people with nowhere to go. Vovchansk, which 
became a battlefield again
 in May after Russian forces came over the border in the Kharkiv region, had about 2,000 residents by December, down from its prewar population of about 17,000. It had visibly deteriorated by the spring.



The scars of invasion and bombardment had rendered some reclaimed settlements uninhabitable.




The remains of a bridge in the Kharkiv region in December.




Russia's new push in Kharkiv began at perhaps Ukraine's most vulnerable moment since the beginning of the full-scale war -- its forces stretched, its store of weapons and ammunition depleted after months of delay by its most important supplier, the United States.



Now, 
more American aid is coming
 and Ukraine's Parliament has 
changed military recruitment rules
 to try to recruit more troops. But Russia appears to be intensifying the pressure.



As they have argued recently 
for more leeway
 to fire American-made weapons into Russian territory, Ukrainian officials have pointed to further gathering of troops, including just across from the Sumy region.



Ukraine's borderlands may be about to become more dangerous still.




In Rubizhne in December.




Yurii Shyvala
, 
Dzvinka Pinchuk
 and 
Oleksandr Chubko
 contributed reporting.
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Russia Opens Secret Trial of U.S. Reporter Accused of Espionage



Evan Gershkovich of The Wall Street Journal has endured 15 months in prison by reading letters and Russian classics, while the authorities have not publicly offered any evidence that he was a spy.




The Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich standing inside a glass cage for defendants before he went on trial on Wednesday in Yekaterinburg, Russia.




By Neil MacFarquhar, Milana Mazaeva and Ivan Nechepurenko


Jun 26, 2024


In his nearly 15 months in Moscow's infamous Lefortovo prison, Evan Gershkovich has plowed through Russian literary classics like "War and Peace," and played slow-moving chess by mail with his father in the United States. He tries to keep himself in shape during the hourlong exercise period he is permitted each day.



Friends who correspond with him describe Mr. Gershkovich, a Wall Street Journal reporter, as positive, strong and rarely discouraged, despite facing the official wrath of President Vladimir V. Putin's Russia. 



"He may have ups and downs like everyone else, but he remains confident in himself, in his rightness," said Maria Borzunova, a Russian journalist and a friend of Mr. Gershkovich. 



Mr. Gershkovich went on trial Wednesday, facing up to 20 years in prison on an espionage charge that he, his employer and the U.S. State Department vehemently deny. 



He appeared in a court in the major industrial city of Yekaterinburg east of Moscow, where he was originally detained and where he was transferred recently after more than a year of imprisonment in Moscow.



Shortly before the proceedings started, journalists filmed Mr. Gershkovich, with his head recently shaved, standing in a glass cage in the courtroom. After several hours, the court scheduled the next session in the case for Aug. 13, 
according to the Russian state news agency Tass
.



At the heart of Mr. Gershkovich's ordeal is a void -- the absence of any evidence made public by the Russian authorities to support their claim that he was a spy. Nor is any likely to emerge from his trial, which has been declared secret, with any observers barred from attending and his lawyers prohibited from publicly revealing anything they learn.



"We think that it is a sham trial based on fake charges, therefore the proceedings will be farcical," Almar Latour, the publisher of The Wall Street Journal, said in an interview. It is impossible to predict how a trial will affect efforts to obtain Mr. Gershkovich's release, he added.



In a statement on Wednesday, the U.S. Embassy in Moscow said officials were at the courthouse and given brief access before the proceedings began. "We have been clear from the start that Evan has done nothing wrong and never should have been arrested in the first place," the statement said. 



In Russian trials, conviction is largely a foregone conclusion, especially when -- as in this case -- the Kremlin has weighed in. The judge hearing the case has boasted to a local news outlet that in a career spanning decades, he has acquitted just four defendants.



For more than five years, Mr. Gershkovich, a U.S. citizen who grew up in New Jersey, roamed Russia as a reporter, growing to love the country, friends say. The Foreign Ministry repeatedly reissued his reporting credentials.



Now he may be Kremlin fodder for a prisoner swap, as other imprisoned Americans have been recently. In hammering out such an exchange, Russia insists that first a trial must be completed, ostensibly putting both sides on equal legal footing.



"He's a Kremlin chip, and they want to trade him," said Pjotr Sauer, a reporter for The Guardian newspaper and a close friend of Mr. Gershkovich.




Crime scene investigators looking for evidence in a Berlin park in 2019, after a former Chechen separatist fighter was killed there.




Mr. Gershkovich's family released a statement on Wednesday, saying: "These past 15 months have been extraordinarily painful for Evan and for our family. We miss our son and just want him home."  



"Evan is a journalist, and journalism is not a crime," the statement added. 



In April 2022, Russia 
traded
 Trevor Reed, an American convicted of assaulting Russian police officers, for a Russian pilot imprisoned on cocaine trafficking charges in the United States. In the highest-profile recent case, in December 2022, the United States traded a notorious arms dealer, Viktor Bout, for 
Brittney Griner,
 an American basketball star imprisoned for cannabis possession.



Asked in a television interview in February about Mr. Gershkovich's fate, Mr. Putin said negotiations were underway, but he mentioned seeking further concessions. He suggested that he might be willing to trade the reporter for Vadim Krasikov, a Russian sentenced to life in prison in Germany for 
the brazen 2019 murder
 of a Chechen former separatist fighter in a downtown Berlin park.



In Moscow, a senior Russian diplomat accused the United States of politicizing the trial. Speaking with reporters on Wednesday, Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov said that Moscow had sent "signals" to Washington "via relevant channels" about Mr. Gershkovich's potential release and that they should be considered seriously, according to Interfax, a Russian news agency.



Mr. Gershkovich, 32, was detained in Yekaterinburg, just east of the Ural Mountains, in March 2023. Prosecutors, in their vague statements on the case, have said that "under instructions from the C.I.A." and "using painstaking conspiratorial methods," he "was collecting secret information" about a factory that produces tanks and other weapons.




Brittney Griner being escorted from a courtroom after a hearing in Khimki, just outside Moscow, in 2022.




Mr. Gershkovich had been part of a coterie of young Western and Russian journalists based in Moscow. They took their role of explaining Russia to outsiders seriously: constantly working to improve their command of the language, traveling extensively and sharing a traditional weekend cottage in Peredelkino, a hamlet on Moscow's outskirts known as a retreat for writers.



Mr. Gershkovich, raised by Soviet emigre parents, adopted the name Vanya, and relished Russian rituals like saunas and mushroom hunting, along with sports including soccer and skiing, friends said. His family was not available to comment on the trial, said Ashley Huston, a Journal spokeswoman.



But the climate for journalists in Russia turned threatening with the country's invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. The Kremlin passed draconian laws limiting how the war could be described, and shuttered numerous independent Russian outlets. Mr. Gershkovich was among the many journalists who left the country, but he returned periodically to gauge how the conflict was changing Russia.



Given that no Western correspondent had been charged with spying since the Soviet era, the prospect of imprisonment seemed troubling but remote. Mr. Gershkovich's arrest crossed a line, Ms. Borzunova said, making it clear that all reporters, not just Russians, were at risk.



"We thought that official accreditation meant something," she said, "but it doesn't."



During his imprisonment, Mr. Gershkovich has met with his lawyers, and the U.S. ambassador, Lynne Tracey, has been allowed occasional visits. The State Department has 
declared
 him "wrongfully detained."




An entrance to the Lefortovo prison in Moscow.




His friends swung into action with a letter-writing campaign to keep him connected to the outside world. They organized the herculean task of translating them into Russian, to smooth their approval by prison censors.



The effort has drawn more than 5,000 letters from around the world written by everyone from grandmothers to grade school pupils. Many people detailed difficult experiences they had endured, said Polina Ivanova, a reporter for The Financial Times.



Mr. Gershkovich's friends have been inspired partly by his consistently high morale. In pretrial court hearings, standing in a holding cage for defendants, he usually greeted his fellow reporters with a grin and sometimes held his hands in the shape of a heart.



He has maintained a sense of humor, suggesting in letters to friends that prison gruel was no worse than some of his childhood meals. Mr. Gershkovich, who once worked in a clerical role in The New York Times's newsroom, had been a cook briefly before entering journalism. His friends prepare weekly care packages to supplement the lack of fruit and vegetables in Russian prisons, adding candy for his birthday.



He has returned the favor, making sure to send them birthday or holiday greetings. He asks friends to update him about their lives, even encouraging them to send him separate letters describing the same social events. "Like a real journalist, he wants different sources," said Mr. Sauer.




A billboard in Times Square calling for the release of The Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, on the first anniversary of his arrest in Russia, in March.




A voracious reader, Mr. Gershkovich scoured the prison library for some of the thick, foundational tomes of Russian literature, including Tolstoy's "War and Peace" and Vasily Grossman's "Life and Fate." He also reads poetry and works about people behind bars. 



Time in prison has polished his command of the language. "He had baby Russian when he arrived, there was no slang, now it is lyrical, beautiful," said Mr. Sauer.



From the moment Mr. Gershkovich was arrested, his friends said they anticipated a long ordeal, given the experience of others.



Paul Whelan
, an American charged with espionage, has been jailed since 2018. 
Marc Fogel
, a U.S. citizen who taught at the Anglo-American School in Moscow, was convicted of drug smuggling and sentenced in 2022 to 14 years in a penal colony. 
Alsu Kurmasheva
, an editor for Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty and a dual Russian American citizen, faces an extended sentence on various charges.



"We realized that this was going to be a marathon," said Ms. Borzunova, "that this was not going to be resolved quickly, that we had to prepare to tell this story for a long time, that he was a hostage of the Russian regime, that he was detained for his work."
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A Look Back at Memorable Presidential Debate Moments



Almost every televised debate, since the first one in 1960, has had a singular quip, gaffe or exchange that sticks in public memory.




In the first televised presidential debate, in 1960, Vice President Richard Nixon looked sweaty and appeared disheveled as he faced Senator John F. Kennedy. Mr. Nixon would go on to lose the election that fall.




By Simon J. Levien


Jun 26, 2024


When President Biden and former President Donald J. Trump take the debate stage on Thursday, each will be on guard against a gaffe or looking to deliver a one-liner that could dominate the news.



Such presidential debate moments -- missteps, one-liners, flops and various "Oops" moments -- can even land in the history books.



In the first televised presidential debate, in 1960, a confident Senator John F. Kennedy dominated Vice President Richard Nixon, who appeared sweaty and disheveled as he recovered from an illness. In 1992, President George H.W. Bush impatiently checked his watch in full view of the cameras. President Ronald Reagan -- in a move relevant to both candidates this cycle -- used a joke to deflate concerns about his age in 1984.



Here is a look back at debate moments that helped define presidential campaigns.



"There you go again": Reagan vs. Carter in 1980




President Jimmy Carter, left, and Gov. Ronald Reagan of California had a memorable moment in the last debate of 1980. Mr. Reagan responded to a lengthy speech by Mr. Carter with the now-famous line: "There you go again."




Gov. Ronald Reagan of California, a Republican, faced President Jimmy Carter, a Democrat, in 
the last debate of 1980,
 one week before Election Day.



Mr. Carter went on the offensive in a lengthy speech attacking Mr. Reagan's opposition to Medicare.Mr. Reagan responded with the now-famous line: "There you go again." The charismatic retort instantly defused Mr. Carter's protracted attack. Reporters characterized Mr. Carter's speech as hyperbolic, even though the criticisms were based on Mr. Reagan's record as governor.



Mr. Reagan made that line a frequent rejoinder, deploying it in news conferences and in a 1984 presidential debate against former Vice President Walter Mondale.



Coldness and an insult: Dukakis vs. Bush Sr., and their running mates, in 1988



Voters in 1988 bore witness to two memorable debate moments. During the debate between Gov. Michael Dukakis of Massachusetts, a Democrat, and George H.W. Bush, a Republican who was then the vice president, the moderator, Bernard Shaw, asked the governor if he would 
support the death penalty
 if his wife, Kitty Dukakis, were raped and murdered.



Commentators later called the question unfairly personal. But Mr. Dukakis responded with a stoic "no," followed by a discourse on the statistical ineffectiveness of capital punishment. Observers said his inability to muster a less analytical answer cemented the perception that he was overly intellectual.



In the vice-presidential debate eight days earlier, Senator Lloyd Bentsen, Mr. Dukakis's running mate, told off Senator Dan Quayle for having 
invoked Mr. Kennedy
 in defense of his own qualifications.



"Senator, I served with Jack Kennedy. I knew Jack Kennedy. Jack Kennedy was a friend of mine," Mr. Bentsen said, declaring -- to gasps and then applause -- "Senator, you're no Jack Kennedy."



"That was really uncalled-for, senator," Mr. Quayle responded.



Mr. Quayle was seen as both meek and petulant by late-night hosts and reporters for his stunned response. "Saturday Night Live" went so far as to portray him as a child.



Gore gets in his face: Gore vs. Bush Jr. in 2000




During a debate in 2000, Vice President Al Gore, right, stood up close to Gov. George W. Bush of Texas, who dismissed him with a head nod. The debate rules would change in the next cycle, restricting the candidates' movements.




During a town-hall-style debate between Gov. George W. Bush, Republican of Texas, and Vice President Al Gore, a Democrat, Mr. Gore 
stood up from his chair
 to strike a confrontational pose. It backfired immediately.



While Mr. Bush was answering a question, Mr. Gore drew close to Mr. Bush and stood next to him silently. Mr. Bush, confused, looked him down and gave him a dismissive nod. The audience laughed, and Bush continued. Mr. Gore, rather than looking tough, came off as unnecessarily standoffish.



A stalking vibe: Trump vs. Clinton in 2016



Donald J. Trump changed the landscape of debate etiquette in 2016, ratcheting up the use of ad hominem attacks and made-for-TV one-liners. But it was perhaps his 
body language
 during a debate with former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton that generated the most attention.



At one point, Mrs. Clinton, the Democratic nominee, addressed the audience, turning away from Mr. Trump, her Republican opponent. Mr. Trump walked closely behind her, giving a pained or scornful look to the camera or to Mrs. Clinton.



Many observers said it looked as though Mr. Trump were a predator looming over his prey. The point was accentuated by their respective height difference. Mrs. Clinton, the first female presidential nominee of a major party, stood at about 5-foot-4, while Mr. Trump, at 6-foot-3, towered over her.



In her memoir written after her loss, Mrs. Clinton said she should have been more aggressive during the debates.



The debate of interruptions: Biden vs. Trump in 2020




Joseph R. Biden Jr. and then-President Donald J. Trump talked over each other constantly during their first 2020 debate.




The first time that Mr. Biden and Mr. Trump debated was 
one big back-and-forth
, with the moderator barely getting a word in edgewise.



With no rule to cut off candidates' microphones -- a measure that CNN will employ during Thursday's debate -- Mr. Biden and Mr. Trump constantly talked over each other.



As Mr. Biden tried to respond to a question about abolishing the filibuster and increasing the number of Supreme Court justices, he was repeatedly heckled by Mr. Trump. Mr. Biden, exasperated, finally told the president: "Will you shut up, man?"



The moderator, Chris Wallace, threw up his hands and declared that the line of discussion had ended. Commentators widely viewed the debate as among the least professional -- and for curious voters, the least informative -- in recent history.
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President Biden continues to confront deeper doubts among Democrats than former President Donald J. Trump faces among Republicans -- even after Mr. Trump was convicted of 34 felony charges last month, according to 
a new poll by The New York Times and Siena College
.



The national survey on the eve of the first presidential debate shows that voters have broad distaste for both candidates but that Mr. Trump has so far better consolidated the support of his own party. Only 72 percent of voters who said they cast a ballot for Mr. Biden four years ago say they approve of the job he is doing as president. And voters overall say they now trust Mr. Trump more on the issues that matter most to them.



[You can find the full results of the polls, including the exact questions that were asked, 
here
. You can see answers to common questions about our polling process 
here
.]



In the first Times/Siena poll since the former president's trial ended with a guilty verdict on May 30, more than two-thirds of voters said the outcome of his Manhattan criminal case made no difference to their vote. Roughly 90 percent of Republicans still view Mr. Trump favorably.



And among the relatively small slice who said the conviction would make a difference in their vote, Republicans said the outcome would make them likelier to support him than oppose him by a roughly 4-to-1 margin.



At the same time, the poll revealed some vulnerabilities for Mr. Trump because of his conviction, especially among independent voters who could prove decisive in November. Twice as many independents said the conviction made them more likely to oppose Mr. Trump than support him, and a majority of independents also believe he received a fair trial.



The head-to-head results of the survey show Mr. Trump with his biggest lead in a national Times/Siena poll 
among likely voters
, 48 percent to 44 percent, a 3 percentage point margin when calculated before the figures are rounded. Mr. Trump's lead with registered voters was an even larger 6 percentage points.



Those results are notably different than 
the new national polling average
 released by The New York Times this week, which shows Mr. Trump leading Mr. Biden by about one percentage point. It is difficult to determine whether such results, known in the polling industry as 
an outlier
, reflect a change in public opinion not yet seen by other pollsters or are produced by random error.



[
Nate Cohn explains
 what it means for a poll to be an outlier.]



In this case, the size of Mr. Trump's lead in the poll may be related to the fact that Republicans were significantly likelier to answer their phones and take the survey than Democrats or independents, a new development in Times/Siena polling this cycle. One potential explanation was that Mr. Trump's base is more motivated to participate in the poll after his conviction.



The candidates were neck-and-neck in the Times/Siena survey in April, with Mr. Trump holding a slight advantage -- 47 percent to 46 percent -- among likely voters.



In the new survey, when all four potential third-party candidates were included, Mr. Trump led Mr. Biden 40 percent to 37 percent. The independent candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. received 7 percent support among likely voters.



What is vivid in both this poll and across the polling average is that Americans are unhappy with the direction of the nation as Mr. Biden and Mr. Trump prepare to make their cases in a historically early debate on Thursday.



For months, Mr. Biden and his campaign had been virtually silent about the criminal charges facing Mr. Trump. But the president's campaign has begun running advertisements in the battleground states highlighting that Mr. Trump is now a "convicted felon."



Overall, 46 percent of registered voters said they approved of the verdict, compared to 30 percent who disapproved. The rest said they either did not have enough information or declined to say.



The poll shows that a 55 percent majority of voters -- as well as 58 percent of independents and 72 percent of undecided voters -- believe Mr. Trump has committed serious crimes. Notably, 18 percent of voters who said they were voting for Mr. Trump said he had committed serious federal crimes.



At the same time, 53 percent of voters -- including 21 percent of Mr. Biden's supporters -- do not believe Mr. Trump should go to prison as a result of his conviction in the New York case, which centered on falsifying records to cover up a hush-money payment made to a porn star during his 2016 run. Eight percent of Mr. Trump's supporters said he should go to prison.



There have been signs that Mr. Trump's conviction galvanized his Republican base, including that his supporters poured $53 million into his campaign in the 24 hours after the verdict.



Colin Lietz, a 29-year-old Republican who is a logistics coordinator and who lives in Danville, Ill., said the conviction was political and hardened his support for Mr. Trump.



"I think me and a lot of people that I talk to kind of all agree that if there's a machine out there so hellbent on destroying Donald Trump," he said, then "that just tells you right there he's the guy for the job."



In the latest Times/Siena poll, Republicans were unusually eager to answer their phones and take a survey. Typically voters of both parties answer at similar rates. But in this survey, Republicans were nearly 40 percent more likely to take the survey than Democrats, a pattern that did not appear in previous Times/Siena surveys this year.



The poll still has the proper ratio of Republicans, Democrats and independents to reflect the country as a whole, but this discrepancy suggests a potential enthusiasm gap, where Trump supporters, regardless of their party, were more likely to take the survey. A similar gap was observed in 2020, but that year it was Biden supporters, who were more likely to stay at home during the pandemic, who more enthusiastically answered their phones. That phenomenon is one theory as to what caused so many polls to overstate Mr. Biden's support that year.




While the poll shows that 55 percent of voters believe Mr. Trump has committed serious federal crimes, roughly 90 percent of Republicans still view him favorably.




The new survey shows continued reluctance to fully embrace Mr. Biden in his 2024 rematch with Mr. Trump. Last summer, 44 percent of Mr. Biden's own supporters said they did not want him as their party's nominee. That number has ticked up to 48 percent three months into the general election.



"Do I think it should be Biden? Probably not," said Peta-Gaye Carby-Angus, a 35-year-old Democrat who works for a payroll company and lives in Orlando, Fla. "Do I think his intentions are in the right place? Yes, I do, and I appreciate that. But it's like, OK, if we were to switch him out could someone else actually beat Trump? I'm not sure."



Doubts among Trump voters about Mr. Trump as the G.O.P. nominee are far less widespread. Still, 22 percent of people who said they were voting for him said they preferred a different nominee.



Age remains a clear challenge for Mr. Biden, 81, even though Mr. Trump, 78, would also be the oldest president ever to serve if he wins.



Roughly 70 percent of voters view Mr. Biden as too old to be effective, including a majority of Biden voters. Those figures are virtually unchanged since April.



"He's done good things in the past, but he's too old," Philip Hopkins, 78, a retired Democrat living in Peoria, Ariz., said of Mr. Biden.



Mr. Hopkins said he worried that the president's age might result in a loss to Mr. Trump. "That age thing, that could cost us our freedom," he said. "It could cost us the destruction of our country."



In contrast, only about 40 percent of voters view Mr. Trump as too old.



Inflation and the economy continued to be the top issues for voters, and they overwhelmingly thought Mr. Trump would better handle the crucial economic concerns. Still, a rising share of voters, including a not insignificant number of Democrats, said immigration was the most important issue to them. And these voters were six times likelier to say Mr. Trump was better suited to handle the issue.



For Hispanic voters, immigration topped the economy as the most important issue. More thought Mr. Trump could better address immigration concerns.



The 8 percent of voters who said abortion was central to their vote preferred Mr. Biden over Mr. Trump. The 6 percent of voters who cited foreign policy concerns, such as the wars in Gaza or Ukraine, trusted Mr. Trump on the issue.



When asked which candidate would do better on whatever issue happened to matter most to them, 51 percent said Mr. Trump, compared to 37 percent for Mr. Biden.



Nearly identical shares of voters said Mr. Biden (47 percent) and Mr. Trump (45 percent) had the personality and temperament to be an effective president. As recently as February, more thought Mr. Biden's temperament was better suited for the job.



Mr. Biden has regularly performed more strongly with consistent voters, and that was also true in this poll. Mr. Trump was winning 49 percent of registered voters who did not vote four years ago, compared to 30 percent for Mr. Biden.



Camille Baker
 contributed reporting. Additional contributions by 
Christine Zhang
.



Here are the key things to know about this Times/Siena poll:



You can see full results and a detailed methodology 
here
. If you want to read more about how and why we conduct our polls, you can see answers to 
frequently asked questions and submit your own questions here
.
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Venezuela's authoritarian president, Nicolas Maduro, faces a watershed moment that will determine the fate of his rule and the course of his troubled country.



On July 28, the leader of the nation that holds the world's largest oil reserves -- and yet has seen millions of residents flee amid a crushing economic crisis -- will confront his toughest electoral challenge since taking office in 2013.



Polls
 show that his main opponent, a low-key former diplomat named 
Edmundo Gonzalez,
 is far ahead.



Mr. Gonzalez is backed by a fiery opposition leader, 
Maria Corina Machado
, who has captivated voters as she crisscrosses the country, campaigning for him on a promise to re-establish democracy and reunite families separated by migration.




Leaders of the opposition, Edmundo Gonzalez and Maria Corina Machado, both in white, speaking at a campaign rally last month in La Victoria, Venezuela.




On the other side is Mr. Maduro, a skilled political operator who for years has overcome his unpopularity by 
tilting the ballot box
 in his favor. He could use the same tactics to eke out another victory.



Yet, there is a wild card: He could also lose, negotiate a peaceful exit and hand over power.



Few Venezuelans expect him to do that. Instead, political analysts, election experts, opposition figures and four former senior officials in Mr. Maduro's government interviewed by The New York Times believe, based on his past record, that he is probably mulling multiple options to retain power.



Mr. Maduro's government could disqualify Mr. Gonzalez, or the parties he represents, they say, removing his only serious challenger from the race.



Mr. Maduro could allow the vote to go forward, but draw on years of experience of 
manipulating elections in his favor
 to suppress participation, confuse voters and ultimately win.



But he could also cancel or postpone the vote, inventing a crisis -- a 
simmering border dispute
 with neighboring Guyana is one option -- as an excuse.



Finally, Mr. Maduro could simply fix the vote tally, analysts and political figures say.



That happened in 2017, when the country held a vote to select a new political body to rewrite the Constitution. The company that provided voting technology, Smartmatic, 
concluded
 that the result had "
without any doubt
" been manipulated -- and that Mr. Maduro's government reported at least a million more votes than had actually been cast. (Smartmatic cut ties with the country.)




Voters outside a polling station in Caracas in 2017.




Zair Mundaray, a former prosecutor in the Maduro government who defected in 2017, said the country had arrived at a critical moment. Even Mr. Maduro's followers, he added, "are clear that he is in the minority."



Whatever Mr. Maduro does, the election will be closely watched by the U.S. government, which has long sought to push him from power, saying it wants to promote democracy in the region, but also looking for a friendly partner in the oil business.



In recent months, the Biden administration's desire to improve economic conditions inside Venezuela has intensified, as hundreds of thousands of Venezuelans have 
headed north
, creating an enormous political challenge for President Biden ahead of his own re-election bid.



Mr. Maduro has made it clear he has no intention of losing the election, accusing his opponents of plotting a "coup" against him and telling a crowd of followers 
at a campaign event
 that "we are going to win by a knockout!" When that happens, he said, his opponents will surely call it fraud.



Representatives of the country's communications ministry and election council did not respond to requests for comment.



Mr. Maduro, 61, rose to power following the death of Hugo Chavez, the charismatic founder of Venezuela's socialist project.



A former vice president, he was handpicked by Mr. Chavez in 2013 as his successor. But many Venezuelans predicted that he would fail, 
saying
 he lacked his predecessor's oratorical skills, political savvy, military ties and public loyalty.



They were wrong.



Mr. Maduro has survived a prolonged economic crisis in which year-over-year inflation soared 
as high as 65,000 percent
; several rounds of nationwide protests; a number of coup and assassination attempts; and an effort in 2019 by a young legislator named Juan Guaido to install a parallel government inside the country.




Juan Guaido speaking at a rally in Caracas in 2019. A former legislator, he tried to install a parallel government in the country.




He has managed to prevent challenges from within the ranks of his own inner circle. And he has navigated punishing U.S. sanctions by strengthening commercial ties with Iran, Russia and China, and, 
according to International Crisis Group,
 by allowing generals and other allies to enrich themselves through drug trafficking and illegal mining.



Despite his dire poll numbers, "he has never been stronger," Michael Shifter, a longtime Latin America expert, 
wrote
 in Foreign Affairs magazine last year.



But the election, held every six years, has emerged as perhaps his biggest challenge.



Already, the government is trying to massage the vote in the president's favor.



The millions of Venezuelans who have fled to other countries -- many of whom would probably cast ballots against him -- have faced enormous barriers to register to vote. Venezuelan officials abroad, for example, have refused to accept certain common visas as proof of the emigrants's residency, 
according to
 a coalition of watchdog groups.



Election experts and opposition activists say that 3.5 million to 5.5 million Venezuelans eligible to vote now live outside the country -- up to a quarter of the total electorate of 21 million people. But just 69,000 Venezuelans abroad have been able to register to vote.



The watchdog groups say denying such a large number of citizens the right to cast a ballot constitutes extensive electoral fraud.



Efforts to undermine the vote are also unfolding inside the country.



The education ministry said in April that it was changing the names of more than 
6,000 schools
, which are common voting sites, possibly complicating efforts by voters to find their assigned polling places.



Among the lesser known parties on an already complicated ballot -- voters will choose among 38 boxes featuring candidates' faces -- is one that uses an almost identical name, and similar colors, to the larger opposition coalition backing Mr. Gonzalez, potentially diluting his vote.




An electoral ballot being displayed during a campaign event for Mr. Gonzalez in Caracas this month.




Perhaps Mr. Maduro's biggest electoral machination was to use his control of the courts to bar the country's most popular opposition figure, Ms. Machado, from running in the first place. But she has still mobilized her popularity to take to the campaign trail with Mr. Gonzalez.



Mr. Maduro's government, according to the opposition, has targeted the campaign -- 37 opposition activists have been detained or gone into hiding to avoid detention since January, according to Mr. Gonzalez.



Independent electoral monitoring will be minimal. After the government 
rescinded an offer from the European Union
 to observe the election, just one major independent organization will monitor the vote, 
the Carter Center
, based in Atlanta.



Luis Lander, director of the Venezuelan Electoral Observatory, an independent group, said in an interview that the election already qualified as among the most flawed in the country in the last 25 years.



Mr. Maduro has raised salaries for public workers, announced new infrastructure projects and 
ramped up
 his social media presence. The economy has improved slightly. The president has also been on the campaign trail, 
dancing
 with voters across the country, portraying himself as the goofy grandfather of socialism and mocking those who doubted him.




Mr. Maduro at a campaign rally in Caracas in March.




His persistent argument is that U.S. sanctions are at the heart of Venezuela's economic problems. The country's socialist movement, despite the economic travails, still runs deep.



During its best years, it lifted millions out of poverty, and it has a powerful messaging arm, with many who will vote for the socialist cause, even if they find fault with Mr. Maduro.



"This is not about a man, but about a project," Giovanny Erazo, 42, said at a recent get-out-the-vote event.



Others may cast their ballot for Mr. Maduro believing it will bring aid to their families. Loyalists have 
long been awarded
 with boxes of food.



Even if Mr. Maduro sabotaged the vote, it is unclear that it would lead to the kind of unrest that could push him from office.



At least 270 people have been killed in protests since 2013, 
according to
 the human rights organization Provea, leaving many fearful of taking to the streets. Many frustrated with Mr. Maduro have already voted with their feet by fleeing the country.




Anti-government protesters in 2017, after seizing control of the main highway through Caracas.




Should Mr. Maduro fall short on July 28, he could work with Mr. Gonzalez to negotiate a favorable departure, some analysts said. The president is wanted in the United States on drug trafficking charges and is under investigation by the International Criminal Court for crimes against humanity. He would want to go to a country where he would be shielded from prosecution.



But Manuel Christopher Figuera, a former director of Venezuela's national intelligence service, said this scenario was unlikely. "Maduro knows that if he hands over power, although he could negotiate his exit, the rest of this criminal band could not."



Mr. Figuera fled to the United States in 2019, after joining a failed coup launched by a faction of the party of Mr. Guaido, the legislator who led a parallel government.



Luisa Ortega, who served as the country's attorney general under both Mr. Chavez and Mr. Maduro -- but fled in 2017 after criticizing the government -- warned against a "fatal triumphalism" among people in the opposition.



"An avalanche of votes against Maduro" could defeat him at the polls, she said. "And that won't necessarily translate into a victory for us."



Isayen Herrera
 and Maria Victoria Fermin contributed reporting from Caracas, Venezuela, and 
Genevieve Glatsky
 from Bogota, Colombia.
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Bolivian Military Tries to Storm President's Palace in Apparent Coup Attempt



The democratically elected president, Luis Arce, called on Bolivians to mobilize against those trying to seize power, as troops filled a central square and tried to force their way into the palace.



By Julie Turkewitz, Genevieve Glatsky and Maria Silvia Trigo


Jun 26, 2024


Members of Bolivia's military attempted to storm the presidential palace in the capital, La Paz, on Wednesday afternoon, in an apparent coup attempt led by a top general who declared he was leading an effort to "re-establish democracy."



Video on Bolivian television showed security forces in riot gear occupying the country's main political square, Plaza Murillo, a camouflaged tank ramming into a palace door and soldiers trying to make their way into the palace.



Then, just as quickly as they had appeared, the general, Juan Jose Zuniga disappeared, and his supporters in the armed forces pulled back and were replaced by police officers supporting the president.



The country's democratically elected president, Luis Arce, even dared to venture into the plaza, after calling on Bolivians "to organize and mobilize against this coup and in favor of democracy."



"Long live the Bolivian people!" he shouted in a television address. "Long live democracy!"




President Luis Arce of Bolivia at the United Nations General Assembly in New York last year.




Local news media had reported that General Zuniga was dismissed from his position this week, which some in the country believed to be related to remarks he made about former President Evo Morales, a mentor of Mr. Arce.



During the attempt to take over the palace, he had briefly entered the building, according to local reporters, before exiting and making a speech surrounding by masked members of the security forces. He criticized the government of Mr. Arce, a leftist, and said the military was attempting to install "a true democracy, not one for a few."



He also called for the release of several politicians and members of the military who have been imprisoned, including two political opponents of Mr. Arce -- former President Jeanine Anez and former Gov. Luis Fernando Camacho.



"Enough of rule by a few," the general said. "Look where that has gotten us! Our children have no future, our people have no future, and the army does not lack the balls to fight for our children's tomorrow."



Shortly afterward, Mr. Arce confirmed that he was replacing General Zuniga, the commander general of the armed forces, as well as the heads of the air force and navy.



In a statement on television, the new commanding general, Jose Wilson Sanchez Velasquez, urged General Zuniga "not to spill the blood of our soldiers."



The military's initial move on the palace was immediately criticized by some leaders in the region, including President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil. "Coups have never worked," 
he told reporters
 on Wednesday.



Carlos Saavedra, a Bolivian political analyst, said he saw little support in the country of 12 million for the coup attempt, calling it an "adventure of a small group of soldiers."



"There is no mobilization in any other department of the country," he said. "It seems like it is Zuniga's intimate group that wanted to latch on to the command of the general of the army."



In 2019, Mr. Morales and other leaders, facing violent protests and under pressure from the military, stepped down and fled the country. Ms. Anez, a senator from a right-wing party, became president.



But at the next election, a year later, voters overwhelmingly chose Mr. Arce, Mr. Morales's handpicked successor.
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Supreme Court Appears Poised to Allow, for Now, Emergency Abortions in Idaho



According to Bloomberg News, a document posted briefly to the court's website suggested a majority of the justices would reinstate a lower-court ruling that paused the state's near-total abortion ban.




Protesters at the Supreme Court in April during oral arguments in the Idaho abortion ban case.




By Abbie VanSickle


Jun 26, 2024


The Supreme Court seems poised to temporarily allow emergency abortions in Idaho when a woman's health is at risk, according to 
a copy of what appeared to be the opinion
 posted briefly on the court's website.



The unsigned opinion says that the case was "dismissed as improvidently granted," according to the 22-page document, which was posted by Bloomberg News.



Such a decision would reinstate a ruling by a lower federal court that had paused Idaho's near-total ban on abortion and said hospitals in the state could perform emergency abortions if necessary to protect the health of the mother.



It was unclear whether the document was final and a spokeswoman for the court declined to confirm what had been posted to its website, saying only that a decision in the case, Moyle v. United States and Idaho v. United States, would eventually be released.



"The court's publications unit inadvertently and briefly uploaded a document to the court's website," said the spokeswoman, Patricia McCabe. "The court's opinion in Moyle v. United States and Idaho v. United States will be issued in due course."



If the document reflects a final decision by the Supreme Court, it would be the second time that the justices have deflected ruling on the merits of abortion this term. The opinion on Wednesday suggested that the justices would not rule on the substance of the case -- a clash between Idaho's near-total ban on abortion and a federal law that requires emergency care -- but simply say that women could retain access to emergency abortions as the case works its way through the courts.



This month, the justices 
sidestepped ruling on the merits of a bid
 by a group of anti-abortion medical organizations and doctors to curtail the availability of a common abortion drug used in a majority of abortions in the country.



In that case, F.D.A. v. Alliance for Hippocratic Medicine, the justices found that the plaintiffs had no standing to bring the challenge to start, preserving widespread access to the drug.



The apparent publication of the opinion in the Idaho abortion case, coming amid the frenzied final days of the term, echoed the chaos two years ago after a draft opinion of Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization, which overturned a constitutional right to abortion, leaked.



The document posted to the court's website was dated Wednesday, June 26. However, the justices announced only two rulings that morning. Neither involved abortion.



This is a developing story. Check back for updates.



Julie Tate
 contributed research.
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Schools Got a Record $190 Billion in Pandemic Aid. Did It Work?



Two new studies suggest that the largest single federal investment in U.S. schools improved student test scores, but only modestly.




"The money did contribute to the recovery," one researcher said. "Could the money have had a bigger impact? Yes."




By Sarah Mervosh


Jun 26, 2024


For the last three years, U.S. schools have been in an unusual position: They had lots of money to spend.



The federal government invested $190 billion in pandemic aid for schools; the largest chunk, $122 billion, came in 2021 to help students recover. Altogether, it was the largest one-time federal investment in American education, but it came with a major question: Would it work?



Two separate studies, released on Wednesday, suggest that the money helped, but not as much as it could have.



"The money did contribute to the recovery," said Thomas J. Kane, an economist at Harvard University, who helped lead one of the studies. "Could the money have had a bigger impact? Yes."



The studies -- 
one
 from researchers at Harvard, Stanford and Dartmouth, and 
the other
 from the University of Washington -- reached similar conclusions based on test results from the 2022-23 school year for third- through eighth-grade students in about 30 states. For every $1,000 in federal aid spent, districts saw a small improvement in math and reading scores.



The Biden administration celebrated the results as proof that the federal government's investment in March 2021, when the pandemic was still active and some schools remained closed, helped put students back on track. "This new data makes clear that the president's investment in education helped millions of students regain ground faster," said Neera Tanden, President Biden's domestic policy adviser.



The overall bang for buck, though, was modest, according to economists and education policy experts. 
Past research
 has found a greater return on the dollar from smaller class sizes, for example.



There may be other benefits not reflected in test scores, such as improved mental health for students, said Douglas N. Harris, an economist at Tulane University who was not involved in the research.



Based on test scores alone, he said, "it doesn't pass the cost-benefit test."



In a country of nearly 50 million public school children, it's difficult to achieve large results at scale. And even small improvements in test scores can have long-term benefits, increasing students' 
future earnings
. 



But the overall results raise questions about whether the record amount of federal aid came with appropriate levels of oversight.



Congress put few restrictions on the largest round of funding. Of $122 billion, districts were required to spend just 20 percent on academic recovery, which many education experts have criticized as too little.



"Had there been more pressure around academic achievement, and using the money for that purpose and more guide rails, I think it's possible the money could have made a much bigger difference," said Dan Goldhaber, a co-author on the University of Washington study and a vice president with the American Institutes for Research.



The Biden administration has said the money was meant to give school districts important flexibility to respond to local needs in a time of crisis. It has focused on issuing 
guidance
 to districts, emphasizing the need to invest in tutoring and summer school, for example.



But with more than 13,000 school districts across the country, and few outright requirements, there was huge variation in how money was spent.



Some districts went all in on frequent, small group tutoring, which 
research
 has shown to be effective. Many hired new people: teachers, counselors and social workers. Others financed school building renovations. Still others, facing budget problems, used much of the money for their regular operations and are now facing tough cuts.



The new studies did not evaluate which strategies won better results, in part because 
there was little tracking
 of how, exactly, the federal dollars were spent.



Other research suggests that choices mattered. Some districts have shown 
outsize improvements
, often by focusing on research-backed academic interventions and student mental health. 



In the end, though, many students are not on pace to catch up from pandemic learning losses, especially because the federal aid expires this upcoming school year.



Still, education experts said, the money did move the needle. Without federal aid, students may have stayed further behind. The aid was targeted at low-income school districts, which suffered larger losses during the pandemic and remote learning.



"The dollars were effective in helping to close some of the gaps that opened up," Professor Kane said.



And test scores may still yet improve, as schools reap the benefits of long-term investments, like HVAC upgrades and 
cleaner air,
 said Rebecca Sibilia, the executive director of EdFund, a research and policy group focused on school finance.



A 
large body of research
 shows that increased spending on education is associated with improved student outcomes, especially for students from low-income families.



In some ways, the results only underscore the sheer magnitude of the pandemic's effects on students, who fell far behind, especially in math.



At the current pace of recovery, the studies suggest it would have taken as much as five times more in federal aid for all students to fully catch up.
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Biden Officials Pushed to Remove Age Limits for Trans Surgery, Documents Show



Newly released emails from an influential group issuing transgender medical guidelines indicate that U.S. health officials lobbied to remove age minimums for surgery in minors because of concerns over political fallout.




Staff for Adm. Rachel Levine, an assistant secretary at the Department of Health and Human Services, urged the World Professional Association for Transgender Health to drop proposed age limits from the group's guidelines.




By Azeen Ghorayshi


Jun 26, 2024


Health officials in the Biden administration pressed an international group of medical experts to remove age limits for adolescent surgeries from guidelines for care of transgender minors, according to newly unsealed court documents.



Age minimums, officials feared, could fuel growing political opposition to such treatments.



Email excerpts from members of the World Professional Association for Transgender Health recount how staff for Adm. Rachel Levine, assistant secretary for health at the Department of Health and Human Services and herself a transgender woman, urged them to drop the proposed limits from the group's guidelines and apparently succeeded.



If and when teenagers should be allowed to undergo transgender treatments and surgeries has become a raging debate within the political world. Opponents say teenagers are too young to make such decisions, but supporters including an array of medical experts posit that young people with gender dysphoria face depression and worsening distress if their issues go unaddressed.



In the United States, setting age limits was controversial from the start.



The draft guidelines, released in late 2021, recommended lowering the age minimums to 14 for hormonal treatments, 15 for mastectomies, 16 for breast augmentation or facial surgeries, and 17 for genital surgeries or hysterectomies.



The proposed age limits were eliminated in the final guidelines outlining 
standards of care
, spurring concerns within the international group and with outside experts as to why the age proposals had vanished.



The email excerpts released this week shed light on possible reasons for those guideline changes, and highlight Admiral Levine's role as a top point person on transgender issues in the Biden administration. The excerpts are legal filings in a federal lawsuit challenging Alabama's ban on gender-affirming care.



One excerpt from an unnamed member of the WPATH guideline development group recalled a conversation with Sarah Boateng, then serving as Admiral Levine's chief of staff: "She is confident, based on the rhetoric she is hearing in D.C., and from what we have already seen, that these specific listings of ages, under 18, will result in devastating legislation for trans care. She wonders if the specific ages can be taken out."



Another email stated that Admiral Levine "was very concerned that having ages (mainly for surgery) will affect access to care for trans youth and maybe adults, too. Apparently the situation in the U.S.A. is terrible and she and the Biden administration worried that having ages in the document will make matters worse. She asked us to remove them."



The excerpts were filed by James Cantor, a psychologist and longstanding critic of gender treatments for minors, who used them as evidence that the international advisory group, referred to as WPATH, was making decisions based on politics, not science, in developing the guidelines.



The emails wer
e
 part of a report he submitted in support of Alabama's ban on transgender medical care for minors. No emails from Admiral Levine's staff were released. Plaintiffs are seeking to bar Dr. Cantor from giving testimony in the case, claiming that he lacks expertise and that his opinions are irrelevant.



Admiral Levine and the Department of Health and Human Services did not respond to requests for comment, citing pending litigation.



Dr. Cantor said he filed the report to expose the contents of the group's internal emails obtained by subpoena in the case, most of which remain under seal because of a protective order. "What's being told to the public is totally different from WPATH's discussions in private," he said.



Dr. Marci Bowers, a gynecologic and reconstructive surgeon and the president of WPATH, rejected that claim. "It wasn't political, the politics were already evident," said Dr. Bowers, who is a trans woman. "WPATH doesn't look at politics when making a decision."



In other emails released this week, some WPATH members voiced their disagreement with the proposed changes. "If our concern is with legislation (which I don't think it should be -- we should be basing this on science and expert consensus if we're being ethical) wouldn't including the ages be helpful?" one member wrote. "I need someone to explain to me how taking out the ages will help in the fight against the conservative anti-trans agenda."



The international expert group ultimately removed the age minimums in its eighth edition of the standards of care, released in September 2022. The guidelines reflected the first update in a decade and were the first version of the standards to include a dedicated chapter on medical treatment of transgender adolescents.



The field of gender transition care for adolescents is relatively new and evidence on long-term outcomes is scarce. Most transgender adolescents who receive medical interventions in the United States are prescribed puberty blocking drugs or hormones, not surgeries.



But as the number of young people seeking such treatments has soared, prominent clinicians worldwide have disagreed on issues such as the ideal timing and criteria for the medical interventions. 
Several countries
 in Europe, including Sweden and Britain, have recently placed new restrictions on gender medications for adolescents after reviews of the scientific evidence. In those countries' health systems, surgeries are only available to patients 18 and older.



The email documents were released by the U.S. District Court for the Middle District of Alabama, in a challenge to the Alabama ban brought by civil rights groups including the National Center for Lesbian Rights and the Southern Poverty Law Center on behalf of five transgender adolescents and their families.



Transgender rights groups have turned to the courts to block laws, like Alabama's, that have been approved in more than 20 Republican-controlled states since 2021, but the courts have been split in their rulings.



On Monday, the Supreme Court announced that it would hear a challenge to Tennessee's ban on youth gender medicine, which makes it a felony for doctors to provide any gender-related treatment to minors, including puberty blockers, hormones and surgeries. The petition, filed by the Department of Justice, cited the WPATH guidelines among its primary "evidence-based practice guidelines for the treatment of gender dysphoria."



Additional emails cited in the new court filings suggest that the American Academy of Pediatrics also warned WPATH that it would not endorse the group's recommendations if the guidelines set the new age minimums.



In a statement on Tuesday, Mark Del Monte, chief executive of the American Academy of Pediatrics, pointed out that the medical group, which represents 67,000 U.S. pediatricians, had not endorsed the international guidelines because it already had its own in place.



He said the academy had sought to change the age limits in the guidelines because the group's policies did not recommend restrictions based on age for surgeries.



Last summer, the pediatrics academy 
reaffirmed
 its own guidelines, issued in 2018, but said that it was commissioning an external review of the evidence for the first time.



The numbers for all gender-related medical interventions for adolescents have been steadily rising as more young people seek such care. A Reuters 
analysis
 of insurance data estimated that 4,200 American adolescents started estrogen or testosterone therapy in 2021, more than double the number from four years earlier. Surgeries are more rare, and the vast majority are mastectomies. or top surgeries. In 2021, Reuters estimated that 282 teenagers underwent top surgery that was paid for by insurance.



Gender-related surgeries for minors have been a focal point for some politicians. Gov. Ron DeSantis, Republican of Florida, has 
argued
 that surgeons should be sued for "disfiguring" children. In Texas, where parents of transgender children have been investigated for child abuse, Gov. Greg Abbott, a Republican, has 
called
 genital surgeries in adolescents "genital mutilation."



The final WPATH guidelines state that distress about breast development in particular has been associated in transgender teenagers with higher rates of depression, anxiety and distress.



"While the long-term effects of gender-affirming treatments initiated in adolescence are not fully known, the potential negative health consequences of delaying treatment should also be considered," the guidelines state.



"Gender-affirming surgery is valued highly by those who need these services -- lifesaving in many cases," Dr. Bowers said.
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At Royal Ascot, the Hats 'Err on the Side of Extravagance'



Fascinators are banned at a storied British horse racing event that has a strict dress code codifying what it means to be a hat.








Text by Vanessa Friedman
Photographs by Landon Nordeman


Jun 22, 2024


Piles of books, an entire topiary, a block of Stilton cheese, a pink flamingo -- all these and more have appeared on the heads of attendees at Royal Ascot, the five-day British racing event that is as famous for its outrageous millinery as its stallions. Hats may follow horses around the world, from the Kentucky Derby to the Dubai World Cup and the Hong Kong Cup, but nothing tops the ... well, toppers at Ascot, founded in 1711 by Queen Anne. They go together like strawberries and cream. Pimm's and cucumber. Champagne and finger sandwiches.



Perhaps it's because of "
My Fair Lady
" and the extraordinary black and white lace hat Cecil Beaton created for Eliza Doolittle when she made her Ascot debut. Or maybe it's thanks to Queen Elizabeth II, whose twin passions for horses and hats reached their apex at Ascot. At this point, though, the game of hat-upmanship is as heated, and closely watched, as the races themselves.



"To err on the side of extravagance as opposed to modesty is a joy for everyone," said the milliner Stephen Jones, who reported that he once made an Ascot hat out of feathers for Jasmine Guinness, the aristo-model, in the shape of a feathered pinwheel about two feet high. "There are so few rules in dressing anymore that to dress up is part of the reason for going to Ascot. It's the opportunity to do something you never do."




The event is held at the Ascot Racecourse, which was founded by Queen Anne in 1711.




Indeed, the 
Ascot dress code
 dictates that all attendees sport (ahem) hats -- and in the Royal Enclosure, the most exclusive ticket area, and the Windsors's spot, they must include a base that is at least four inches in diameter. That means "fascinators," those bizarre concoctions of net and sparkle that sit on the edge of a headband like a bird on a twig, are not allowed. Instead, guests may wear a "hatinator" -- a compromise between a fascinator and an actual hat -- which may be why the default is often to go bigger rather than smaller.



This year, Mr. Jones, who attended opening day, reported that the dominant millinery trend favored more of an actual hat, or hat-identifying object, rather than a form not normally seen on heads. He attributed the shift to the influence of Queen Camilla and Catherine, Princess of Wales, both of whom have a penchant for saucer-style headgear, not novelty creations.




Sharing a hue allowed one group to stand out by blending in with each other.





Vanessa Etches had pops of color in her hat that matched her brightly colored dress. 




That does not mean that some eyepoppers did not appear. One guest modeled a giant hat made of Sweethearts (yes, the Valentine's Day candy), which orbited her crown like pastel planets. Another wore a piece that resembled a portable pink huppah of peonies, roses and glittering butterflies.



And then there was Princess Eugenie, whose snazzy boater came with such a long tassel -- it looked a lot like a grad cap tassel -- that Prince William could not resist batting it about with his hand.



"It's easy to be judgmental, but if someone is having a good time with what they are wearing, isn't that the goal?" Mr. Jones said. "That sort of fun is the essence of fashion."




There are horse races as well, if you can pull yourself away from the outfits.





Annette and George Harris celebrated Royal Ascot history by wearing outfits decorated with past winners of the races. 





Having a friend to capture you at your best is key. Yoanna Hanbury took care of that for Laura Ann Bar on Friday.





Helping keep the royal in Royal Ascot was the military band, which performed "God Save the King."





While many women wear fascinators to formal events, the Royal Ascot prefers hats, and has rules for what qualifies.





Primary colors offered plenty of pop on a bright and sunny day.





Sienna Watson, second from left, is from Doncaster, England and came to the event with friends.





Maureen Russell was visiting Royal Ascot for the first time.





In search of the perfect photo, many chose to pose in front of a Royal Ascot sign. 





Lady Parker, left, shared a laugh before the race with her friend Ally Lambert. 





The Tootsie Rollers, a singing group that performed at the event, wore matching dresses but showed more variety in their hats.





This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/22/style/royal-ascot-hats.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




fashion review



Center Ring at the Fashion Circus



Streetwear tyro KidSuper brings a Brooklyn indie vibe to fashion's biggest stage, this time in a collaboration with Cirque du Soleil.








By Guy Trebay
Photographs by Sam Hellmann


Jun 22, 2024


Tucked away on a side street behind Pere-Lachaise, the largest cemetery in Paris and perhaps the most visited necropolis in the world, Colm Dillane, a.k.a. KidSuper, stood at the cyclonic center of a studio strewed with clothes, bags, shoes and props and crammed with models, stylists, photographers, videographers, the designer's parents and the rapper Lil Tjay. Mr. Dillane looked for all the world like a man whose fashion show was far off in the future, not the following night.








"What's up, what's good?" Lil Tjay asked Mr. Dillane. The question was rhetorical. Lil Tjay, whose given name is Tione Jayden Merritt, knew the answer before Mr. Dillane opened his mouth.



"It's all cool," the designer said. Of course it was.



While some in fashion prefer to work in semi-clinical settings, surrounded by white-smocked assistants, and others in solitude, delegating to distant teams, Mr. Dillane is the embodiment of crowdsourced creativity.













If anyone around him, be it Wisdom Kaye, his stylist, or his 21-year-old assistant Clara West, who only recently graduated from the Fashion Institute of Technology, has a good idea, his ears are open. If a concept looks as if it may tank, he will improvise. If, for instance, the 6-foot-8-inch model cast to wear a headless costume figure in a fashion show designed in collaboration with the entertainment megalith Cirque du Soleil has legs too long for the available samples, order a pair stitched overnight.



"I'm not sure what we're going to do about feet," Mr. Dillane said, referring to the model Kaylann Balde's size 12 shoes.



"Don't worry about it," an associate said. "We'll figure it out."








Improvisation is a default setting for Mr. Dillane. Coming out of nowhere as a Brooklyn Tech nerd who went from selling T-shirts from his New York University dorm room to building a booming streetwear brand, he finds himself going head-to-head with the biggest names in fashion on its most competitive stage. The cliche has always held that moxie is a New Yorker's superpower, the ultimate flex.



Whether that still holds, the reality is that with no formal training and only his abundant reserve of ideas and drives to propel him, Mr. Dillane has thus far managed to stage 11 fashion showings -- two off the official calendar in Paris, one off-calendar in his hometown, four on the official roster of Paris Fashion Week and four films, also presented in Paris during the Covid-19 lockdown. One of these was a stop-motion claymation-style film featuring miniature replicas of famous figures.













It was most likely that film that brought him to the attention of the judges of the LVMH awards, who granted him the prestigious Karl Lagerfeld prize in 2021. That, in turn, brought him to the attention of LVMH, which handed Mr. Dillane the creative reins at Louis Vuitton for the label's second presentation after the designer Virgil Abloh's death.



"One thing I learned at LV was that they were just as unprepared as I am," Mr. Dillane said on Friday, as models from a casting call that brought in more than 400 prospects for 31 available slots trooped into the studio. "Two days out from the big LV show, there was no choreography. They were chill about it. The difference is they had money. They can throw money and people at anything."



What KidSuper has is talent and a vibe. That is why shows like the one planned for Saturday night tend to draw out celebrities, ballers and the hip-hop elite. It is why models forgo big money jobs to work for him.



"We don't have any problems at all getting models," the casting director Maxime Valentini said. "Everyone wants to work for Colm because of his energy. Models even try to crash the castings."













"Fashion is like a Trojan horse for all these other concepts," said Mr. Dillane, who views himself as a multimedia artist and who has variously staged shows imitating a comedy roast and starring real-life comics; a filmed "docuseries" on his life; a fake art auction; and a short of vignettes inspired by Wes Anderson. That one was titled "If the Plan Doesn't Work, You're Insane, If the Plan Works You're a Genius."



Whether his latest effort will be viewed as brilliant or crazy remains to be seen. Yet the elements are coming together, he said. He had already constructed a pair of giant hands using 3-D printers and choreographed a presentation with eight circus performers who will be manipulated on the stage of the Le Trianon theater as if they were marionettes. Earlier in the week, he rehearsed the show's opening scene with a hair suspension artist.



"She's a hair-hanging person, and the hands pick her up onstage like she's on strings," Mr. Dillane said, abruptly pulling off his T-shirt and walking around half-clad. "I've always liked that idea of fashion and puppetry."
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Fearing Losses, Banks Are Quietly Dumping Real Estate Loans



If landlords can't pay back loans on office buildings, the lenders will suffer. Some banks are trying to avoid that fate.








By Matthew Goldstein


Jun 24, 2024


Some Wall Street banks, worried that landlords of vacant and struggling office buildings won't be able to pay off their mortgages, have begun offloading their portfolios of commercial real estate loans hoping to cut their losses.



It's an early but telling sign of the broader distress brewing in the commercial real estate market, which is hurting from the twin punches of high interest rates, which make it harder to refinance loans, and low occupancy rates for office buildings -- an outcome of the pandemic.



Late last year, an affiliate of Deutsche Bank and another German lender sold the delinquent mortgage on the Argonaut, a 115-year-old office complex in midtown Manhattan, to the family office of the billionaire investor George Soros, according to court filings.



Around the same time, Goldman Sachs sold loans it held on a portfolio of troubled office buildings in New York, San Francisco and Boston. And in May, the Canadian lender CIBC completed a sale of $300 million of mortgages on a collection of office buildings around the country.



"What you are seeing right now are one-offs," said Nathan Stovall, director of financial institutions research for S&P Global Market Intelligence.



Mr. Stovall said sales were picking up as "banks are looking to shrink exposures." 



In terms of both number and value, the troubled commercial loans that banks are trying to offload are a sliver of the roughly $2.5 trillion in commercial real estate loans held by all banks in the United States, according to S&P Global Market Intelligence.



But these steps indicate a grudging acceptance by some lenders that the banking industry's strategy of 
"extend and pretend"
 is running out of steam, and that 
many property owners -- especially owners of office buildings
 -- are going to default on mortgages. That means big losses for lenders are inevitable and bank earnings will suffer.




The delinquent mortgage on the Argonaut, a 115-year-old office complex in midtown Manhattan, was sold to the family office of the billionaire investor George Soros.




Banks regularly "extend" the time that struggling property owners have to find rent-paying tenants for their half-empty office buildings, and "pretend" that the extensions will allow landlords to get their finances in order. Lenders also have avoided pushing property owners to renegotiate expiring loans, given today's much higher interest rates.



But banks are acting in self-interest rather than out of pity for borrowers. Once a bank forecloses on a delinquent borrower, it faces the prospect of a theoretical loss turning into a real loss. A similar thing happens when a bank sells a delinquent loan at a substantial discount to the balance owed. In the bank's calculus, though, taking a loss now is still better than risking a deeper hit should the situation deteriorate in the future.



The problems with commercial real estate loans, while bad, have not yet reached a crisis level. The banking industry most recently reported that just under $37 billion in commercial real estate loans, or 1.17 percent of all loans held by banks, were delinquent -- meaning a loan payment was more than 30 days overdue. In the aftermath of the financial crisis of 2008, commercial real estate loan delinquencies at banks peaked at 10.5 percent in early 2010, according to S&P Global Market Intelligence.



"The banks know they have too many loans on their books," said Jay Neveloff, who heads the real estate legal practice at Kramer Levin.



Mr. Neveloff said banks are beginning to put out feelers to see what kind of discount would be necessary to entice investors to buy the worst of the batch. Mr. Neveloff said he is working on behalf of several family office buyers who have been approached directly by a few big banks with deals to buy discounted loans. 



Right now, he said, banks are inclined to market deals privately so as not to draw too much attention and potentially frighten their own shareholders.



"The banks are going to a select number of brokers, saying, 'I don't want this public,'" Mr. Neveloff said.



Banks are also feeling pressure from regulators and their own investors to reduce their commercial real loan portfolios -- especially in the wake of last year's 
collapse of First Republic
 and 
Signature Bank
. Both had been major commercial real estate lenders.



Regional and community banks -- those with $100 billion in assets or less -- account for nearly two-thirds of the commercial real estate loans on bank balance sheets, according to S&P Global Market Intelligence. And many of those loans are held by community banks that have less than $10 billion in assets, and which lack the diversified revenue streams of far larger banks.



Jonathan Nachmani, a managing director with Madison Capital, a commercial real estate investment and finance firm, said hundreds of billions in office building loans are coming due in the next two years. He said banks haven't been selling loans en masse because they don't want to take losses and there isn't enough interest from big investors.



"It's because nobody wants to touch office," said Mr. Nachmani, who oversees acquisitions for the firm.



One of the biggest institutional investor deals for commercial real estate loans occurred last summer when Fortress Investment Group, a large investment management company with $46 billion in assets, paid 
$1 billion to Capital One
 for a portfolio of loans, many of them office loans in New York.



Tim Sloan, a vice chairman of Fortress and former chief executive of Wells Fargo, said the investment firm was looking to buy office and debt from banks at discounted prices. But the firm is mainly interested in buying the high-rated or less risky portions of a loan.




Tim Sloan, a vice chairman of Fortress, said the investment firm was looking to buy office and debt from banks at discounted prices.




For investors, the attraction of snapping up discounted commercial real estate loans is that the loans could be worth a lot more if the industry recovers in the next few years. And in the worst case scenario, the buyers get to take possession of a building at a discounted price following a foreclosure.



That's the scenario playing out with the Argonaut building at 224 West 57th Street. In April, Mr. Soros's family office moved to foreclose on the delinquent loan it acquired last year from Deutsche and Aareal Bank, a small German bank with an office in New York, according to court papers filed in Manhattan Supreme Court. One of the tenants of the building is Mr. Soros's charitable group, Open Society Foundations. A spokesman for Mr. Soros declined to comment.



Some of the deals for commercial real estate loans are being structured in ways that would minimize losses for any one buyer.



In November, Rithm Capital and an affiliate, GreenBarn Investment Group, negotiated a deal with Goldman Sachs to acquire at a discount some of the highest-rated portions of a loan for an office building investment vehicle called Columbia Property Trust, said three people briefed on the matter.



Columbia Property, a real estate investment trust, 
defaulted last year on a $1.7 billion loan
 arranged by Goldman, Citigroup and Deutsche Bank. The loan was backed by seven office buildings in New York, San Francisco and Boston and all three banks had retained some portions of that loan on their books.



In March, GreenBarn then partnered with two hedge funds to buy similarly high-rated portions of the loan that sat on Citi's books, the people said.



In doing so, GreenBarn not only brought in new money for the deal but also spread the risk between several firms -- reducing the total amount any one firm could lose if the mortgage payments did not start up again.



Both Goldman and Citi declined to comment.



Michael Hamilton, one of the heads of the real estate practice at O'Melveny & Myers, said he has been involved with a number of deals in which banks are quietly giving borrowers a year to find a buyer for a property -- even if it means a building is sold at a substantial discount. He said the banks are interested in avoiding a foreclosure and borrowers benefit by getting to walk away from a mortgage without owing anything.



"What I have been seeing is the cockroaches are starting to come out," said Mr. Hamilton. "The general public does not have a sense of the severity of the problem."



Julie Creswell
 contributed reporting.
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Critic's Notebook



Celine Dion Can Only Be Herself



The singer's over-the-top sincerity and expressiveness were once seen as irredeemably uncool. In the new documentary "I Am: Celine Dion," they have become her superpowers.




Since her emergence as a Quebecois child star, something about Celine Dion's essential nature has remained constant, impervious to both changing trends and scathing critique.




By Lindsay Zoladz


Jun 26, 2024


"I always envy people who smoke and drink and party and don't sleep," Celine Dion tells her physical therapist with an exaggerated sigh, midway through the new documentary 
"I Am: Celine Dion."
 "Me, I have water and I sleep 12 hours."



This monastic constraint has long been a core part of the Celine Dion legend. A professional singer since 12, she spent decades meticulously caring for her voice as though it were an endangered hothouse flower, committing to long stretches of vocal rest, 
complicated warm-up rituals
 and a lifestyle of exacting discipline -- all so she could leap octaves and belt soaring notes with gobsmacking precision.



In a cruel twist of fate, though, even the ceaseless care Dion devoted to her voice could not preserve it. In 2022, she revealed in 
an emotional Instagram post
 that she has 
stiff person syndrome
, a rare and incurable neurological disorder that causes painful muscle spasms and affects roughly one in a million people. After watching "I Am: Celine Dion," a remarkably candid portrait directed by Irene Taylor on Amazon Prime Video, it is difficult to imagine a disease that would be more personally devastating to Dion, whose entire career has been one long exercise in control, sacrificing all for the ecstatic release of live performance.



Since her emergence as a Quebecois child star with a precociously huge voice, something about Dion's essential nature has remained constant, impervious to both changing trends and scathing critique. Whether power ballads were in fashion or not -- and by and large, they were not -- she sang them with the conviction of someone who'd never even heard the word "restraint." "At her best," wrote Elisabeth Vincentelli 
in a Times review
 of Dion's most recent New York performance in February 2020, "Dion projects a sense of bigness -- besides fairly simple graphics, the background videos in her show often showed cosmic images, as if they were the only thing measuring up on the Dion scale." This bombastic approach gained her a worldwide fan base and a requisite backlash that she may have finally outpaced.



In 2007, the music critic Carl Wilson used Dion's 1999 blockbuster album "Let's Talk About Love" as the inspiration for an insightful, ultimately sympathetic book-length examination of musical taste, the assumption being that (at least 17 years ago) Dion's name was a symbol for all things gauche, sincere and uncool. (The book's subtitle? "A Journey to the End of Taste.") "Schmaltz rots faster than other ingredients in the musical pantry," Wilson wrote, "which may be why we doubt the possibility of a Celine Dion revival in 2027."




Dion allows cameras to follow her as she struggles with stiff person syndrome in a new film.




As the years have passed, I wouldn't bet against it. The sympathy engendered by her diagnosis aside, Dion is not nearly as polarizing as she was two decades ago. 
"My Heart Will Go On"
 has become a relic of kitschy '90s nostalgia rather than the unavoidable and tiresome cultural monolith it was during the reign of "Titanic." Musical tastes have become more elastic since Wilson's book was published, streaming has lowered the stakes for fandom and made it easier to revisit artists' catalogs, and listeners are less likely to see the industry bifurcated into us-vs.-them binaries.



But one of the main reasons people have softened toward Dion over the years is her absolute, undaunted commitment to her own kookiness. In 2008, the writer Rich Juzwiak put together a 
supercut
 of wacky clips titled "Celine Dion is amazing": more than five minutes of Dion gesticulating wildly, indulging in nonsensical stage banter and, in one instance, launching into a spirited backstage cover of "Who Let the Dogs Out" mashed up with "Gonna Make You Sweat (Everybody Dance Now)." That over-the-top excessiveness at which Wilson and his hip Gen X-er peers once turned up their noses now seems like a virtue; denizens of the internet appreciate a reliably meme-able celebrity when they see one. Dion never seems to fear looking ridiculous. In an age of media-trained musicians careful not to speak out of pocket, her zaniness has become its own mark of authenticity.



"I Am: Celine Dion" has plenty of those "Celine Dion is amazing"-type moments, and thank goodness, because her singular, offbeat sense of humor balances out the film's more harrowing scenes. Rather than relying on other talking heads to put her stardom in context, Dion is the only person interviewed in the documentary. While this does sometimes make the film's perspective feel one-sided, Dion's megawatt charisma means she is more than up to the task of carrying an entire film on her own. One of the most memorable sequences finds her giving the cameras a tour -- "I feel like Liberace!" she says and laughs -- through the vast storage warehouse where she keeps her ruffle-and-sequin-encrusted costumes, custom designer outfits and stilt-like shoes. Oh, the shoes.



"When a girl loves her shoes, she 
always
 makes them fit," Dion says, imparting the wisdom of a true diva. "Every time I went to a store and I loved the shoes they said, 'What size are you, ma'am?' I said, 'No, you don't understand, what size do you 
have
? I'll make them work, I'll make them fit.'"



It's a hilarious moment, but it's also bittersweet. Again, there is that sense of self-sacrifice -- the insistence that even in the face of discomfort the show (and the shoe) must go on. As she walks among her old stage clothes, delighting in the minute details of craftsmanship, the joy Dion gets from performing is palpable, but so is the anxiety that she may never know that particular kind of release again.



"When you record, it sounds great," Dion says in the film. "But when you are onstage, it will be greater." What becomes clear -- throughout many montages of Dion singing live, feeding off the energy of her audience -- is that performing is her lifeblood, and the stage has always been the place where she can be her most quintessential self. And so she is putting the full force of her tenacity and self-discipline toward building her strength back, in hopes that she can someday return.



That is, however, a herculean task. Toward the end of the documentary, during a physical therapy session, Taylor's cameras continue to roll while Dion experiences a severe attack of full-body spasms; her face is frozen in pain, her limbs stiffen and the only sounds she can make are awful moans. For an artist who has long valued the control she has over her body and the instrument of her voice, this level of candor is particularly striking.



Just as difficult to watch is the sequence that precedes it, which finds Dion in a recording studio struggling to sing the relatively muted ballad, "Love Again." Her vocal cords constrict -- she compares the spasms to an unseen hand choking her -- and that once mighty voice comes out in a whisper. Ever the perfectionist, she winces listening to the playback.



In the film, Dion compares herself to an apple tree, proud of doling out the shiniest fruit for her fans. "I don't want them to wait in line if I don't have apples for them," she says. She still does, though. Dion's voice may no longer be the precise instrument she nurtured for decades, but "I Am: Celine Dion" shows that hitting those stratospheric high notes is not her only method of inspiration. There is strength, too, in sharing the bitter fruit of her struggles, and throughout them remaining gloriously, consistently herself.
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Deb Schmill has become a fixture on Capitol Hill. Last week alone, she visited the offices of 13 lawmakers, one of more than a dozen trips she has made from her home near Boston over the past two years.



In each meeting, Ms. Schmill talks about her daughter Becca, who died in 2020 at age 18. Ms. Schmill said Becca had died after taking fentanyl-laced drugs bought on Facebook. Before that, she said, her daughter was raped by a boy she had met online, then was cyberbullied on Snapchat.



"I have to do what I can to help pass legislation to protect other children and to prevent what happened to Becca from happening to them," Ms. Schmill, 60, said. "It's my coping mechanism."



Ms. Schmill is among dozens of parents who are lobbying for the 
Kids Online Safety Act
, or KOSA, a bill that would require social media, gaming and messaging apps to limit features that could heighten depression or bullying or lead to sexual exploitation. The bill, which has the greatest momentum of any broad tech industry legislation in years, would also require the tech services to turn on the highest privacy and safety settings by default for users under 17 and let youths opt out of some features that can lead to compulsive use.




Todd and Mia Minor, Christine McComas, and Deb Schmill visited Capitol Hill this month to meet with representatives and other parents to push for the Kids Online Safety Act.




Modeling themselves in part on Mothers Against Drunk Driving, which pushed for the 1984 federal law mandating a minimum drinking age of 21, about 20 of the parents have formed a group called ParentsSOS. Like members of MADD, the parents carry photos of their children who they say lost their lives because of social media, and explain their personal tragedies to legislators.



Dozens more parents have created organizations to fight social media addiction, eating disorders and fentanyl poisoning. All are pushing KOSA, swarming Capitol Hill to share how they say their children were harmed.



The bill, introduced in 2022, has bipartisan support in the Senate and is poised for a vote. It recently passed a key House subcommittee vote. President Biden has also supported the bill.



Dr. Vivek Murthy, the U.S. surgeon general, said this week that social media had contributed to an 
"emergency" mental health crisis
 among youths, adding more momentum.



But KOSA still faces steep obstacles. Tech lobbyists and the American Civil Liberties Union are fighting it, saying it could undermine free speech. Others worry that limiting children's access to social media may further isolate vulnerable youths, including those in the L.G.B.T.Q. community.



To amp up the pressure as Congress's August summer break approaches, ParentsSOS launched a Father's Day ad campaign in Times Square, in New York, and a commercial campaign on streaming TV. (Fairplay, a child advocacy nonprofit, and the Eating Disorders Coalition provided funding.)




A campaign for the Kids Online Safety Act in Times Square.




"I've had friends say, 'Just let go and move on because it's so painful,' but I could not be quiet about what I've learned, which is that social media companies don't have any accountability," said Kristin Bride, 57, who lives in Oregon. Her son Carson died by suicide in 2020 at the age of 16 after what she said had been relentless bullying via an anonymous messaging app connected to Snapchat.



Snap, X and Microsoft have said they support KOSA.



"The safety of young people is an urgent priority, and we call on Congress to pass the Kids Online Safety Act," Snapchat's parent company, Snap, said in a statement. Snap no longer allows anonymous messaging apps to connect to its platform.



YouTube and Meta, which owns Facebook and Instagram, declined to comment. TikTok did not respond to a request for comment.



The parents' push aligns with a global movement to regulate youth safety online. The European Union's Digital Services Act of 2022 requires social media sites to block harmful content and restricts the use of features that can lead to addictive use by youths. Last year, 
Britain adopted a similar online safety law
 for children.



Domestically, 45 
state attorneys general have sued Meta
 over allegations that it harms young users. Last year, 23 state legislatures adopted child safety laws, and this week New York adopted a law that restricts social media platforms from using recommendation feeds that could lead to compulsive consumption by users under 18.



Many of the parents turned lobbyists cited "The Social Dilemma," a 2020 documentary about social media harms, as a call to action. They said they were also enraged by revelations in 2021 by the whistle-blower Frances Haugen, a former Facebook employee who 
testified in Congress
 that the company knew the dangers for young people on its apps.



"For the first time, I understood that it was the design, it was the companies," said Christine McComas, 59, who lives in Maryland. She said her daughter Grace died at 15 by suicide in 2012 after being bullied on Twitter.



Many of the parents said the Center for Humane Technology, a nonprofit that advocates social media regulations and was part of the documentary, had connected them after they reached out.




Photos of her daughter Grace cover Ms. McComas's bag.




Maurine Molak's son David died by suicide in 2016 at age 16 after what she said had been cyberbullying on Instagram and messaging apps. Another of her sons found an online memorial page for Grace McComas and encouraged his mother to get in touch with Ms. McComas via email.



The two mothers began having phone calls and connected with other parents, too. Ms. Molak had 
set up a foundation
 to educate the public about online bullying and to push for anti-bullying state legislation.



By early 2022, some of the parents had begun working with Fairplay to push for state child safety laws. That February, Senators Richard Blumenthal, Democrat of Connecticut, and Marsha Blackburn, Republican of Tennessee, introduced KOSA.



It had early but modest support, moving out of a Senate committee before stalling for months. Growing impatient, several parents showed up on Capitol Hill that November. Ms. Bride and other parents said they had entered the office of Senator Maria Cantwell, chair of the Commerce Committee and Democrat of Washington, and demanded a meeting. She met with them the next day.



Ms. Cantwell was visibly moved and rubbed the backs of several parents as they talked about their children, Ms. Bride said.



"Having to look at us and to know that our children are no longer with us hits them, and it has gotten people on board," Ms. Bride said. Ms. Cantwell's office declined to comment.




Carson Bride's bedroom in Oregon. His mother said personal contact with officials "has gotten people on board" with the Kids Online Safety Act.




Ms. Cantwell became a vocal supporter of the bill, then tried to attach it to a year-end spending bill, which failed.



For much of last year, the bill sat, in part over concerns that the language requiring companies to design sites to protect children was too vague. Some legislators were also concerned that the bill would give attorneys general too much power to police certain content, a potential political weapon.



Discouraged, the parents called one another to stay motivated. In September, Ms. Schmill rented a short-term apartment a 10-minute walk from the Capitol. She changed in and out of sneakers carried in a canvas bag as she visited the offices of nearly all 100 senators to tell them about Becca.



"As I thought about facing another year of her birth date and death date, for me to cope with having to live through another anniversary, I had to feel like I had to be doing something productive in her memory," Ms. Schmill said.



Late last year, around the time the Senate Judiciary Committee announced a January hearing on child safety with tech chief executives, the parents decided to form ParentsSOS. The initiative, intended to help them gain more support for KOSA, was funded by Fairplay and Ms. Molak's foundation focused on cyberbullying.



The parents -- communicating in emails and texts and over Zoom -- decided to go to the child safety hearing to confront the executives from Discord, Meta, Snap, TikTok and X with photos of their children.



At the hearing, Senator Josh Hawley, Republican of Missouri, tried to force Mark Zuckerberg, Meta's chief executive, to apologize to the parents. Mr. Zuckerberg turned to the parents and said he was "sorry for everything you've all gone through."




Mark Zuckerberg, Meta's chief executive, addressed the families of victims of online child abuse during a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing in January.




Todd Minor, a member of ParentsSOS who was in attendance, said the apology rang hollow. His 12-year-old son, Matthew, died in 2019 after taking part, Mr. Minor said, in a "blackout challenge" on TikTok, in which people choke themselves.



"We need KOSA. It's that simple," Mr. Minor, 48, said.



The parents then met with the Senate leader, Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York, who promised to bring KOSA to a floor vote by June 20, according to Ms. Schmill and others in the meetings.



In April, the House introduced a companion bill.



Ms. Molak, 61, a San Antonio resident, met with Representative Randy Weber, Republican of Texas, last month to talk about her son David.




Maurine Molak, who keeps a pair of her son David's shoes, founded an organization to combat online bullying and abuse after he died by suicide at age 16.





The walls of Ms. Molak's home are decorated with pictures of David.




"Why am I not on this bill? Let's get on this!" Mr. Weber, a member of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, said to his staff during the meeting, according to Ms. Molak. Mr. Weber's office did not respond to a request for comment.



But progress in that committee stalled this month. The Senate version of the bill still faces opposition.



Ms. Schmill and three of the other parents trekked back to the Capitol again last week.



"I need to keep busy, to keep trying," Ms. Schmill said.



If you are having thoughts of suicide, call or text 988 to reach the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline or go to SpeakingOfSuicide.com/resources for a list of additional resources.
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Now Narrating the Olympics: A.I.-Al Michaels



NBC will offer a customized, daily highlight reel with A.I.-generated narration that sounds like the longtime broadcaster.




In addition to daytime and prime-time broadcasts on NBC and a series of cable networks, Peacock will play a prominent role in the company's Olympic coverage, and will stream every Olympic event.




By John Koblin


Jun 26, 2024


The Olympics have ancient beginnings. Now, they will also have a dose of the latest technology.



This year, highlights from the Summer Olympics will be brought to you by artificial intelligence -- and more specifically, the A.I.-generated narration of Al Michaels.



Executives at NBCUniversal and the streaming service Peacock said on Wednesday that a customized, daily highlight reel for the Olympics would be available to streaming subscribers. The reel will feature the voice of Mr. Michaels, the 79-year-old American broadcaster, who first covered the Olympics decades ago.



Mr. Michaels, however, will not be holing up in a broadcast booth each night to briefly summarize the dozens of Olympic events that took place. Instead, Peacock's program has been trained from Mr. Michaels's NBC clips -- he joined the network in 2006 and was its longtime "Sunday Night Football" announcer -- to formulate coherent, realistic-sounding sentences, which "will provide his signature expertise and elocution," the company said.



Mr. Michaels granted approval for the use of his voice.



"When I was approached about this, I was skeptical but obviously curious," Mr. Michaels said in a statement issued by the company. "Then I saw a demonstration detailing what they had in mind. I said, 'I'm in.'"



It does raise a key question, one that recalls Mr. Michaels's 
most famous Olympic call
: Do NBCUniversal executives believe in miracles?



NBC has been exclusively broadcasting the Olympics in the United States since 1996, and the network frequently finds itself subject to intense public scrutiny for its coverage of the Games.




The NBC Sports commentator Al Michaels granted approval for the use of his voice to be used in A.I.-generated narration of the Paris Olympics.




Handing the keys to A.I. adds a new risk to the mix: A.I.-generated Al Michaels is almost sure to draw interest given its novelty. And there has been no shortage of tales of embarrassing errors, face-plants and slightly alarming hallucinations as A.I. has burst into widespread use over the past 18 months.



Subscribers who want the daily Peacock highlight reel will be able choose the Olympic events that interest them most, and the types of highlights they want to see, such as viral clips, gold medalists or elimination events.



From there, Peacock's A.I. machines will get to work each evening cranking out the most notable moments and putting them together in a tidy customized package. Mr. Michaels's recreated voice will be piped over the reels. (Humans will make quality control checks on the A.I. highlight reels.)



NBCUniversal officials said they were anticipating seven million different variations of customized highlights throughout the games. The highlights will show up in the Peacock app for users who sign up for it.



Brian Roberts, the chairman of Comcast, NBCUniversal's parent, presented the new Al Michaels clip at an event to introduce A.I.-Al (officially called "Your Daily Olympic Recap on Peacock").



The germ of the idea, Mr. Roberts said, was born from a meeting months ago when Comcast and NBCUniversal executives said: "What could we do with A.I.? How can we leverage A.I. purely for fun and for good?"



After Mr. Roberts showed a demonstration, he added, "we pushed ourselves to invent and innovate and to develop something better again and again."



The Olympics come at a crucial time for NBCUniversal. Peacock lost nearly $3 billion last year and lags far behind rivals like Netflix or Disney+ in terms of total subscribers. But the streaming service has had strong subscriber growth over the last year, and has been leaning on sports to help get it there. In January, Peacock showed the first streaming-only National Football League playoff game.



The Olympics, which begin on July 26, provide it an entirely different test. In addition to daytime and prime-time broadcasts on NBC and a series of cable networks, Peacock will play a prominent role in the company's Olympic coverage, and will stream every Olympic event.



Kelly Campbell, the president of Peacock, called the new A.I. tool a "breakthrough" in an interview, and said that if it worked, it could soon populate the streaming platform in other ways -- perhaps Andy Cohen A.I. recaps for Bravo shows, she said.



"This version, to me, I want to do this for every sporting event and show we have on Peacock," she said. "This is something that truly differentiates. We are in a sea of sameness, and to have something that actually sets you apart is really cool."
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Rampant Identity Theft Is Taxing the I.R.S.



The National Taxpayer Advocate criticized the agency for being too slow to resolve cases, leaving victims waiting years for their refunds.




"I.R.S. delays in resolving identity theft victim assistance cases are unconscionable," Erin Collins, the taxpayer advocate, wrote in a report to Congress.




By Alan Rappeport


Jun 26, 2024


Rampant identity theft has overwhelmed the Internal Revenue Service, resulting in a backlog of 500,000 unresolved fraud cases, leaving taxpayers without refunds and credits that they are due, the agency's watchdog wrote in a report to Congress on Wednesday.



The report by the National Taxpayer Advocate described the slow pace of addressing the identity theft cases as a "blemish" on the performance of the I.R.S., which is in the midst of a sweeping modernization campaign that aims to improve taxpayer services. While the I.R.S. was criticized by the 
watchdog for identify theft delays last year
, the backlog has gotten only worse.



The I.R.S. is taking nearly two years to resolve identity theft victims' assistance cases and has an inventory of approximately 500,000 cases, up from 484,000 cases in September.



"I.R.S. delays in resolving identity theft victim assistance cases are unconscionable," Erin Collins, the taxpayer advocate, wrote in the report.



Calling on the agency to prioritize assistance for victims, she added: "Delays of nearly two years make a mockery of the right to quality service in the Taxpayer Bill of Rights." The backlog of cases is likely to give congressional Republicans more fodder to criticize the I.R.S. and to call for cleaving back more of the 
$80 billion in funding
 that the agency received through the Inflation Reduction Act of 2022. Critics of the agency have been arguing that it is bloated and failing to put that money to good use.



The I.R.S. said in a statement that it recognizes that the backlog of identity theft cases remains one of its most significant ongoing service gaps, and that it is working to implement "a range of improvements" to provide faster service to victims. That includes training and directing more staff to work on the cases, a spokesman for the agency said.



Identity theft has 
long been a problem for the I.R.S.
 Criminals often steal taxpayers' identifying information and file paperwork to fraudulently claim their refund. Taxpayers realize this only when they try to claim their refund, leading to a laborious process in which they have to submit an identity theft affidavit and a paper tax return before the agency will open a case to investigate the matter.



At that point, the victims of identify theft are left waiting for months before they can receive the money that they are owed.



The National Taxpayer Advocate said that most victims of identity theft were on the lower end of the income scale and often needed their refunds and refundable tax credits to pay their living expenses.



"The I.R.S. is revictimizing taxpayers by making them wait nearly two years to resolve their case and receive their refund," the report said.



The report said that the problem was in part attributable to the agency's redirecting resources aimed at improving its metrics that demonstrate how efficiently calls are being answered. However, the watchdog said that the I.R.S. was using an 
outdated methodology
 to track how quickly it answered calls and that most callers were disconnected or routed to automated operators.



Despite the criticism, the watchdog noted that the I.R.S. was dedicating more staff to deal with identity fraud cases and that the 2024 tax filing season overall went "smoothly."



The I.R.S. was originally given $80 billion to upgrade its technology and enforcement abilities, but Congress clawed back approximately $20 billion of those funds last year during a spending fight between Republicans and Democrats.



A report published last week by the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration said that the I.R.S. has so far spent $5.7 billion, or 10 percent, of its Inflation Reduction Act funding. About $2 billion of that money, however, was spent on normal operating expenses that the I.R.S. did not have sufficient resources to cover.
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Banks Could Weather Even Extreme Economic Tumult, Fed Finds



The Federal Reserve for the first time tested major banks' ability to withstand crisis scenarios -- and the largest U.S. lenders stood tall.




The Federal Reserve routinely reviews banks' projected performance through difficult economic scenarios.




By Rob Copeland


Jun 26, 2024


A severe spike in inflation. A plummet in the value of the dollar. The collapse of their biggest clients.



The largest banks in America could survive even those dire economic scenarios, according to analysis released by the Federal Reserve on Wednesday.



The results are particularly noteworthy, because in addition to the Fed's 
annual bank stress tests
, this year, for the first time, the industry's main regulator put big lenders through an enhanced hypothetical gantlet that mirrored and amplified some news events -- including the unwinding of an investment fund that ultimately contributed to the fall of 
Swiss banking giant Credit Suisse
.



The industry cleared the higher bars, with as close to a clean bill of health as its leaders might have hoped.



"The banking system is able to withstand a funding stress under the moderate and severe economic conditions included in the exploratory analysis," the Fed concluded.



Some 31 banks -- all with more than $100 billion in assets -- also passed the more routine annual stress tests, as has become common in recent years since the metrics were put in place after the 2008 financial crisis. Those tests measure banks' projected performance through economic recessions, high unemployment, drops in housing prices and other scenarios.



Real estate has been a particular pressure point for banks, as many large lenders have been 
dumping loans tied to office buildings
, among other areas, in an era of higher interest rates and low occupancy for commercial spaces.



Even so, the Fed found all of the banks held enough capital, or the money they are required to maintain to ensure stability and provide a financial cushion against losses.



The analyses are likely to be welcomed among Wall Street's largest banks, who have united to oppose an international effort to raise their capital requirements, which they argue will crimp their ability to lend and ultimately raise costs on consumers. The finalization of that plan, known as "
Basel III endgame
," has long been delayed, and Fed officials have said they expect to modify it further before it is adopted.



A Fed official, speaking to reporters on Wednesday afternoon on condition of anonymity, said that the new results did not change those plans.



Given that banks clear the bar so routinely, the usefulness of the stress tests themselves has come under question.



Earlier this week, the left-leaning advocacy group Better Markets, which generally favors more regulation, derided the examinations as "stressless" and insufficiently challenging. Separately, Daniel K. Tarullo, a former Federal Reserve governor, 
last month said
 the regulator should consider less-predictable testing.
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What Happens to Biden's Student Loan Repayment Plan Now?



More than eight million borrowers are enrolled in the income-driven plan known as SAVE. The Education Department is assessing the rulings.




Demonstrators march from the U.S. Supreme Court to the White House as they call for the cancellation of student debt in 2023.




By Tara Siegel Bernard


Jun 26, 2024


President Biden's new student loan repayment plan was hobbled on 
Monday
 after two federal judges in Kansas and Missouri issued separate rulings that temporarily blocked some of the plan's benefits, leaving questions about its fate.



The preliminary injunctions, which suspend parts of the program known as SAVE, leave millions of borrowers in limbo until 
lawsuits filed by two groups of Republican-led states
 challenging the legality of the plan are decided.



That means the Biden administration cannot reduce borrowers' monthly bills by as much as half starting July 1, as had been scheduled, and it must pause debt forgiveness to SAVE enrollees. The administration has canceled $5.5 billion in debt for more than 414,000 borrowers through the plan, which opened in August.



If you're among the eight million borrowers making payments through SAVE -- the Saving on a Valuable Education plan -- you probably have many questions. Here's what we know so far, though the Education Department has yet to release its official guidance.



Let's back up for a minute. What does SAVE do?



Like the income-driven repayment plans that came before it, the SAVE program ties borrowers' monthly payments to their income and household size. After payments are made for a certain period of years, generally 20 or 25, any remaining debt is canceled. 



But the SAVE plan -- which replaced the Revised Pay as You Earn program, or REPAYE -- is more generous than its predecessor plans in several ways.



Once fully in place, the plan would have reduced payments for undergraduate borrowers to 5 percent of their discretionary income, from 10 percent. (People with graduate debt pay 10 percent of discretionary income, and borrowers with both types would have payments weighted accordingly.)




The separate rulings issued by Kansas and Missouri means the Biden administration cannot reduce borrowers' monthly bills by as much as half starting July 1, as had been scheduled, and it must pause debt forgiveness to SAVE enrollees.




SAVE also allows borrowers to exclude more of their earnings from their payment calculation, and shortened the repayment period for borrowers with smaller loan balances.



What benefits of SAVE were halted by the rulings?



SAVE's components were being rolled out in phases, and pieces that are not already in effect were put on hold (because of the Kansas judge's ruling). They include the reduction in payments to 5 percent of discretionary income from 10 percent, which was scheduled to take effect on July 1.



The Missouri judge's order blocks any new debt cancellation achieved through the SAVE program. But borrower advocates and student loan experts said this part of the ruling was ambiguous, and it was unclear how widely this provision should be interpreted.



A spokeswoman for the Education Department said it was still reviewing the rulings.



SAVE also provides 
a shorter path to loan cancellation
 for enrollees with smaller loan balances. But that benefit will no longer work for those with debt remaining at the end of that abbreviated term -- which may be as short as 10 years -- now that the judge in Missouri has blocked forgiveness.



What components of SAVE will remain?



If you're enrolled in SAVE, your payment appears unlikely to change for now.



The SAVE plan had already lowered payments because its formula lets borrowers keep more of their earnings to pay for basic needs, shielding it from the repayment formula.



As it stands, borrowers (with undergraduate or graduate debt) pay 10 percent of their income above that protected amount, or 225 percent of the poverty level. (That means single people who earn roughly $15 an hour or less will no longer need to make any payment at all.) Under the earlier REPAYE plan, borrowers paid 10 percent of income above 150 percent of the federal poverty guidelines. The more generous threshold remains.



Interest treatment.
 The SAVE plan's favorable treatment toward interest also appears to be unaffected by the court rulings for now. In other words, if a borrower's monthly payment does not cover all of the interest owed that month, the Education Department will continue to waive the uncovered portion, preventing the debt from growing, at least for the moment.




U.S. Secretary of Education Miguel Cardona in Washington in April.




"While we continue to review these rulings, the SAVE plan still means lower monthly payments for millions of borrowers," Education Secretary Miguel Cardona said in a statement, "including more than four million borrowers who owe no payments at all, and protections for borrowers facing runaway interest when they are making their monthly payments."



If I'm already enrolled in SAVE, what happens now?



You can remain enrolled in SAVE and keep your current monthly payment, even if it's $0 (which more than four million lower-income borrowers qualify for).



Can I still enroll in SAVE if I haven't already?



Yes.



"While we are assessing the rulings, borrowers can still enroll in the SAVE plan," the office of Federal Student Aid states on its website. "We will be sharing more information with borrowers soon."



My loans were put in an administrative forbearance while my SAVE payment was adjusted. What happens now?



Millions of borrowers were set to have their 
loan amounts reduced
 after the SAVE plan's final provisions took effect on July 1, but their loan servicers placed them in an administrative forbearance while it calculated those new monthly payments.



Since that payment reduction has been blocked, it's unclear what happens next. But it's reasonable to assume that payments will remain the same -- that is, at amounts using only the more generous discretionary income formula. But it could take some time for the loan servicers to work that out and for payments to resume.



What if I'm making payments through the SAVE plan but also enrolled in the Public Service Loan Forgiveness program?



The ruling in Missouri prevents new loan forgiveness under SAVE.



But student loan experts said they did not believe that affected borrowers who are making payments through SAVE but are also enrolled in the Public Service Loan Forgiveness program, which can eliminate the balances of qualifying public-sector and nonprofit workers after 120 payments.



"It does not block P.S.L.F.," said Mark Kantrowitz, a student financial aid expert, and "it does not retroactively block forgiveness already provided."



If these rulings occurred in just two states, why do they hold nationwide?



The federal judge in Kansas, Daniel D. Crabtree, said earlier this month that only three states in the suit there -- South Carolina, Texas and Alaska -- had the legal standing to sue. And Judge Crabtree declined to unwind the pieces of the SAVE plan that were already operational.



But, in his order, he wrote that "a broad rule, like the SAVE plan, requires a broad injunction, given the compelling need for nationwide uniformity in the department's administration of student loan programs."



What does the Biden administration plan to do?



It clearly disagrees with the District Court decisions, noting that the Education Department has relied on its authority under the Higher Education Act three times over the last 30 years to introduce income-driven repayment plans.



"The Department of Justice will continue to vigorously defend the SAVE plan," Mr. Cardona said in his statement.
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Guest Essay



How Can Biden Win the Debate? Trump? Five Tips for Each Candidate.








By New York Times Opinion


Jun 26, 2024


Joe Biden and Donald Trump will face off Thursday night for the first general-election debate of the 2024 presidential election cycle. Below, two political experts weigh in on what each candidate needs to do to win.



The Five Things Biden Needs to Do



By Chris Whipple



Chris Whipple is the author of "The Fight of His Life: Inside Joe Biden's White House" and "The Gatekeepers: How the White House Chiefs of Staff Define Every Presidency."



1. Be energetic and engaged
. Mr. Trump and his MAGA allies have tried to portray the president as a doddering geriatric who can't complete a sentence. Simply appearing engaged, alert and coherent will be a victory for Mr. Biden. Mr. Biden would also do well to remember this fact: Incumbent presidents almost always lose the first debate. That's true of even superlative political talents like Ronald Reagan and Barack Obama. Among the reasons for this are hubris and lack of practice; incumbent presidents are used to being saluted, not challenged.



2. Drive the contrast with Mr. Trump
. Mr. Biden must recast the race from a referendum on his presidency to a stark choice between himself and Mr. Trump. "I used to say to President Obama, 'If you're on defense about your record, we're losing,'" says Jim Messina, who ran Mr. Obama's winning 2012 campaign. Mr. Biden should remind voters that his predecessor lost more jobs than any president since Herbert Hoover and cut taxes for the ultrawealthy and corporations. He should emphasize: "Donald Trump said he was going to pass an infrastructure bill. He couldn't. I did. Donald Trump said he was going to bring back manufacturing jobs. He couldn't. I did
.
"



3. Outline a second-term agenda
. Voters don't reward presidents for what they've done; they want to know what they'll do in the future. Mr. Biden should pick up on the American comeback narrative from his State of the Union speech and detail his priorities for a second term: codifying Roe v. Wade; cutting taxes for the middle class; extending student loans; combating climate change; and perhaps above all, making goods and housing affordable for working families. Admit that prices are too high and explain how he'll bring them down. Mr. Biden can frame the election as a choice between a president who cares about the common good and a felon who cares only about himself and retribution.



4. Stress the threat to reproductive rights and democracy.
 These have been potent issues for Democrats in recent elections across the country. In November, they will be potent again. Mr. Biden should repeat Mr. Trump's own words, like the former president's boast, "
I was able to kill Roe v. Wade
," and his remark that 
there should be
 "some form of punishment" for women who have abortions. If Mr. Trump asserts that he's leaving abortion to the states, Mr. Biden can reply: "When he says 'states' rights', he really means taking away a woman's right. It's code for outlawing abortion."



5. Pick the right spots to go toe-to-toe with Mr. Trump. 
Mr. Trump is almost certain to try to rattle the president with nonstop attacks. Mr. Biden cannot and should not respond to every jab -- but he should be prepared if Mr. Trump comes after his son Hunter. In that case, Mr. Biden can offer a crisp retort: "Last time I checked, you were guilty of 34 felonies. I'm guilty of loving my son."



That is how Mr. Biden can win the debate. There is at least one way he could lose it. The obvious one is to appear confused or give ammunition to those who say he is too old.



But there is a risk to appearing 
too
 energetic. The president's friends know that, when provoked, he can blow his stack. Mr. Biden has a prickly disposition and a fiery temper -- which he should control. He won the first 2020 debate with Mr. Trump by not losing his composure when his opponent went after him with a fire hose of invective. Mr. Biden should stay calm and let Mr. Trump rant about 
sharks and electrocution
.



The Five Things Trump Needs to Do



By Kristen Soltis Anderson



Kristen Soltis Anderson is a contributing Opinion writer for The New York Times. She is a Republican pollster and a speaker, a commentator and the author of "The Selfie Vote: Where Millennials Are Leading America (and How Republicans Can Keep Up)."



1. Talk about the economy whenever possible.
 Battleground state voters in the most recent 
New York Times/Siena College poll
 put the economy as their top issue. When asked who they think would do better on the issue of the economy, these battleground state voters give Mr. Trump an advantage of a whopping 58 percent to 36 percent over Mr. Biden. Mr. Trump will set himself up to win the debate if he is able to stay on this message of economic prosperity and back it up with a few clear examples of policies, like expanded domestic energy production or reduced regulatory burden, that he would propose while in office.



2. Focus on what matters to voters, not on himself
. This debate is likely to be watched by 
millions of people
 who are not political junkies or hard partisans. It will be the first time in a while that many low-engagement voters will see Mr. Trump speak at length. Mr. Biden will no doubt try to goad Mr. Trump into angrily dwelling on his felony conviction and other charges. To win the debate, and the election, Mr. Trump must remember that swing voters do not want a president who will make his time onstage -- or in office -- an exercise in personal score-settling.



3. Offer a clear, simple answer when asked about abortion and reproductive health issues.
 Mr. Trump was the president who nominated three of the justices on the Supreme Court responsible for the Dobbs decision, which opened the door to greater abortion restrictions. He has said he is proud of that fact, even as he has tried to dodge further questioning. But the issue poses political peril given that his own coalition is divided on whether abortion ought to be 
mostly legal or mostly illegal
. He will need to be clear about what restrictions on abortion, if any, he thinks are appropriate, and what protections he believes ought to be put into place for very popular things like contraception and in vitro fertilization. "
We're looking at that, and I'm going to have a policy on that very shortly
" is not a winning answer.



4. Make the case that he represents strength, at home and abroad.
 Americans think Mr. Biden is likable, but in a March Gallup poll, only 38 percent said they think he is a 
strong and decisive leader
. Meanwhile, Americans do not find Mr. Trump likable, but 57 percent 
do
 think he is a strong and decisive leader. Mr. Trump also holds an advantage on who voters think is most able to "
manage the government effectively
." This is the thread that links together issues like crime, immigration and inflation, where Mr. Trump has an 
advantage
.



5. Most important, stay energetic and on topic.
 Only 29 percent of Americans think Mr. Biden is "
mentally sharp
," a figure that has declined steadily over the three and a half years of his presidency. Both Mr. Biden and Mr. Trump have had questions raised about their fitness for office. Mr. Trump can do himself a large favor by avoiding raising further questions about his own stamina and focus. He must display the qualities he claims Mr. Biden does not possess: lucidity, energy, coherence.



That is how Mr. Trump can win the debate. But there are no guarantees. Mr. Trump loves to say things that excite and energize his most ardent, core supporters. He enjoys berating his enemies, discussing the vengeance he'd like to unleash, harping on the ways the deck is stacked against him. But the voters he needs to speak to aren't the ones who are already on his team. He could easily throw the debate away if he treats it as an opportunity to simply "play the hits" that draw applause at his rallies.



The Times is committed to publishing 
a diversity of letters
 to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some 
tips
. And here's our email: 
letters@nytimes.com
.



Follow the New York Times Opinion section on 
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, 
Instagram
, 
TikTok
, 
WhatsApp
, 
X
 and 
Threads
.
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Nicholas Kristof



President Biden and Donald Trump, Some Tough Questions for Each of You








By Nicholas Kristof


Jun 27, 2024


The stakes in this year's presidential election are the greatest in my lifetime. So as a way to frame the choice before voters, I offer these foreign policy questions for President Biden and Donald Trump in the debate on Thursday:



President Biden,
 for months you called on Israel to refrain from invading Rafah and to allow more food into Gaza. Yet Israel did invade Rafah, and half a million Gazans are 
reported starving
. Haven't you been ignored? And isn't that because of your tendency to overestimate how much you can charm people -- Senate Republicans, Xi Jinping, Benjamin Netanyahu -- to cooperate with you? When will you move beyond charm and use serious leverage to try to achieve peace in the Middle East?



Mr. Trump, 
the Abraham Accords you achieved among Israel and several Arab countries were a legitimate foreign policy success, but you largely bypassed Palestinians. Perhaps as a result, those accords may have been a reason Hamas undertook its terror attack on Israel on Oct. 7, to prevent Saudi Arabia from joining and recognizing Israel. So did the Abraham Accords bring peace or sow the seeds of war? Isn't it a mistake to ignore Palestinians and to give Israel what it wants, such as moving the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem, without getting anything in return?



President Biden, 
you have been pushing a plan for Gaza that involves a cease-fire and a three-way deal with Saudi Arabia, America and Israel ending in a path to Palestinian statehood. Maybe it'll come together, but if not, what's your Plan B? If this war drags on, or expands to include Lebanon and perhaps Iran, how do you propose to deal with the Middle East more effectively than you've dealt with it so far?



Mr. Trump, 
you've 
suggested
 that Israel is taking too long to finish the war in Gaza. So what precisely are you advocating? Are you saying that Israel should use more 2,000-pound bombs to level even more of Gaza and kill many more civilians? Or are you saying that Israel should cut a deal that leaves Hamas in place and then pull out?



President Biden, 
Iran has enriched uranium to close to bomb-grade levels. In days or weeks, it could 
probably produce
 enough fuel for three nuclear weapons (though mastering a delivery system would take longer). Can we live with an Iran that is a quasi-nuclear power? What is the alternative?



Mr. Trump, 
the reason Iran is so close to having nuclear weapons is that you 
pulled out
 of the international nuclear deal in 2018, leading Iran to greatly accelerate its nuclear program. Since you created this dangerous situation, how do you suggest we get out of it? If you are president again, do you contemplate solving this problem through a war with Iran -- one that might now involve nuclear weapons? Or will you accept a nuclear Iran as the consequence of your historic mistake?



President Biden, 
under pressure from voters, you've reversed yourself and taken a much harsher stance on immigration. But the biggest crisis on the Mexican border isn't people crossing it, but fentanyl, meth and other drugs. Chinese companies ship precursors of the drugs to Mexico, where they are turned into fentanyl and other banned substances and then sent north -- and we now have more than 100,000 Americans a year dying from overdoses. How will you address that crisis in a serious way?



Mr. Trump,
 you have 
talked
 about military attacks on Mexico to address drug cartels -- but experts think that military strikes would end Mexican cooperation and make the drug and immigration issues worse. You talk tough, but drug overdose deaths soared during your presidency. At the same time, your administration separated children from parents at the border and did it so incompetently that some 
1,200 immigrant children
 still have not been reunited with their families. So what would you do on the Mexican border in a second term that would work better?



President Biden,
 you have rallied the world behind Ukraine and given that country enough weapons to survive -- but not enough to win. You've slow-walked some weapons systems because of concern that Russia might respond with tactical nuclear weapons, but isn't it dangerous to signal to China and Iran that we yield to nuclear blackmail?



Mr. Trump, 
are you ready to desert Ukraine and force a peace deal that would be a victory for aggression and for Vladimir Putin? And does it concern you that your own former national security aides denounce you, while some of those who have worked hard 
to elect you
 are Russian?



President Biden and Mr. Trump, a joint question:
 What should the United States do about humanitarian crises in places like Sudan, now teetering on the edge of famine and genocide? Are you open to military interventions to avert mass atrocities? Or to using intelligence and diplomatic tools to do more to save lives in places where our interests may not be at stake but our values are?



President Biden,
 
You've now asserted four times that you would use military force to defend Taiwan, even as your aides sometimes try to walk this back. So have you changed American policy to a clear-cut commitment to defend Taiwan? And what about the South China Sea, where a dangerous situation is building? If China attacks Philippine naval vessels there, will you dispatch U.S. forces to defend the Philippines, even if that means war with China?



Mr. Trump, 
you've 
suggested
 that maybe Taiwan is on its own. Is that your position? You talk about the importance of projecting strength, so why in the case of Ukraine and Taiwan are you so ready to project weakness? And after a first term characterized by chaos and by global mockery of your leadership, why should we expect a second term would be better?



The Times is committed to publishing 
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Michelle Cottle



What Joe Biden Could Learn From Betty White About Aging in Public



By Michelle Cottle


Jun 26, 2024


In American politics, there is a difference between being old and seeming old -- especially when appearing on TV. In her younger political years, Nancy Pelosi was not great in front of the cameras, but she has since morphed into a master of the medium. At 84, she conveys zip, sparkle, flair. She looks as if she's having fun and, as often as not, as though she is itching to put someone in his place.



Hillary Clinton, 76, increasingly seems like your salty, no-nonsense aunt. Bernie Sanders is old and super cranky but often shows more passion on the Sunday morning news programs than people half his 82 years. Donald Trump is old, but you don't often notice he's 78 through all the yelling. On TV, he looks ready to burst through your screen -- which I find unsettling, but his fans really seem to enjoy.



Then there's Joe Biden, whose urgent challenge in the high-stakes presidential debate on Thursday is precisely this: how to be old on TV without seeming old -- or worse, elderly.



Mr. Biden is an effective president, but most people don't watch how someone looks, sounds and moves on TV and think purely about his policy record. And "old" in itself is not necessarily a bad thing. Coming across like an old friend, an old hand or even a grumpy old man can have plenty of upside, conveying warmth, experience, humor or a self-deprecating touch.



But seeming "elderly" can conjure up thoughts of frailty and a fading spirit. Betty White got old, but she never seemed elderly on TV. She never lost that twinkle in her eye or that wicked wit -- both of which, honestly, today's grim politics could use more of. And who among us wouldn't still love to party with Paul McCartney or Willie Nelson?



Unfortunately for Mr. Biden, a huge chunk of Americans feel that he has tipped over the line from elder statesman to elderly statesman. 
That shift
 is hard to come back from. The debate stage will provide perhaps his biggest opportunity to prove himself, but TV appearances -- especially extended, unscripted ones -- are laden with peril as well.



Americans may be content to be ruled by a gerontocracy, but they prefer if their senior leaders present as though 80 really is 
the new 60
. (Though can someone please tell Robert F. Kennedy Jr. to keep his shirt on and cool it with the push-ups?) And while some openly elderly figures are tolerated in Congress and lower-level posts, the president, as America's father, is expected to radiate strength and vigor -- as much through his public persona as his policies.



Conveying the right aura is partly a matter of physical appearance, but it is even more about attitude and style. This could go a long way toward explaining why Mr. Trump, whose default mode may be best characterized as ragey toddler, doesn't engender the same anxiety about his advanced age. Mr. Biden's avuncular manner played well in the 2020 with an exhausted, overstimulated electorate. But these days he needs to kick things up a notch, if only to adjust for time's relentless march.



Let's start with the superficial but vital question of looks. Roger Ailes may have been a horrible human being, but he was spot-on about TV being a 
visual medium
. It is also an unforgiving one, especially when it comes to aging. Women have long been painfully aware of this. Years ago, hanging around one of CNN's studio control rooms, I overheard several men cracking puerile jokes about the neck of an older on-air host. During Mrs. Clinton's first presidential run, Rush Limbaugh memorably and nastily 
mused
: "Will this country want to actually watch a woman get older before their eyes on a daily basis?" Men don't face the same problem, he continued, contending that "aging makes them look more authoritative, accomplished, distinguished."



Up to a point. But even male politicians do not want voters to see them as approaching their expiration date, and Washington's dermatologists and plastic surgeons do a roaring business keeping political V.I.P.s 
tucked, tweaked and tightened
. And perhaps no one better appreciates the challenge of aging skin than the makeup artists for the political talk shows. These pros know how to work magic: For women, less is more. For men, use foundation heavy enough to hide stubble and go a shade darker than their skin tone to prevent them from looking frail and pasty. And for the love of God, moisturize!



These considerations are not new. As president, Ronald Reagan, with his bag of 
Hollywood tricks
, dressed for TV to achieve the strong, broad-shouldered look -- oversized shirt collars helped make his head look bigger -- and kept his hair swept high in a pompadour. "It takes all the lines right out of my face," he once told his deputy chief of staff. The House speaker John Boehner was famous for his year-round savage tan, which gave him that relaxed, hale and hearty look of having just strolled in off the golf course. And in the 1980s, there was chatter about what Senator Biden had done to 
combat encroaching baldness
.



Mr. Biden appears to take such matters seriously: He is keeping things firm, staying fit, dressing well. He is exceedingly fair, although, hey, at least his face is a color found in nature. But looks are less worrisome than seeming slow or confused on camera. Mr. Trump has the edge in this department. The guy is a raver, but people don't automatically associate that with age or cognitive decline.



Mr. Biden's lower-key manner often works against him. His political brand is too mild-mannered to inspire confidence for many voters, who see him less as thoughtful and steady than as weak and befuddled. Some Democratic officials admit this privately, even if many Biden supporters hate talk of his age. The reality is, a lot of Americans aren't sure if he has the "strength or stamina" to be president for four more years, to borrow a phrase Mr. Trump used 
against Mrs. Clinton in 2016
. From Thursday to Election Day, Mr. Biden should be looking for any opening to display that strength and stamina.



History shows he knows how. In 2020, the first debate between him and Mr. Trump was epically bad, thanks mostly to Mr. Trump's constant interruptions. One of Mr. Biden's most memorable and winning moments was when he got fed up enough to 
say
, "Will you shut up, man?"



Similarly, his 
State of the Union
 address this year was spicy and well received. The president got visibly fired up. He threw hard jabs at Mr. Trump. And he took obvious delight in poking congressional Republicans for politically motivated moves like tanking the bipartisan border-security proposal. "Oh, you don't like that bill, huh, that conservatives got together and said was a good bill? I'll be darned," he taunted them.



Striking the proper tone is tricky. Mr. Biden needs to convey energy and passion yet avoid looking like an over-caffeinated crank yelling about everything. When in doubt, humor is a good bet, telegraphing that he is comfortable in his own skin and still quick on his feet.



Reagan, another president who faced doubts about his age, was known for 
his wit
. And, appropriately, one of his most famous quips was in response to a debate question about the issue during his 1984 re-election race. Asked whether he was up for another term, he smoothly 
vowed
: "I will not make age an issue of this campaign. I am not going to exploit, for political purposes, my opponent's youth and inexperience."



Even his opponent, Walter Mondale, cracked up. And just like that, the age thing was off the table.



That kind of game-changer seems too much of ask of Mr. Biden. But you can't blame a gal for hoping.



The Times is committed to publishing 
a diversity of letters
 to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some 
tips
. And here's our email: 
letters@nytimes.com
.



Listen to and follow "
Matter of Opinion
" on 
Apple Podcasts
, 
Spotify
, 
Amazon Music
 
or wherever you get your podcasts. You can also follow Michelle on X (
@mcottle
).



Follow the New York Times Opinion section on 
Facebook
, 
Instagram
, 
TikTok
, 
WhatsApp
, 
X
 and 
Threads
.
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Alito's Frustrated Culture-War Diatribe



By Jesse Wegman


Jun 26, 2024


It often seems that Justice Samuel Alito would be happier swapping out his black robes for the garb of whichever right-wing plaintiffs have arrived before the court to air their culture-war grievances.



On Wednesday, Alito was at it again, dissenting at length from 
the court's 6-to-3 decision
 that threw out a conservative challenge to the Biden administration. The White House had tried to counteract the reams of misinformation being spread on social media sites during the Covid pandemic and the aftermath of the 2020 election, urging social media sites to regulate what was allowed to be posted. Two Republican states and five private citizens cried "censorship!" and said the administration had infringed on their right to free expression, but the court's majority said they had no right to bring the lawsuit.



Referring to the plaintiffs as "victims" of government censorship who "simply wanted to speak out on a question of the utmost public importance," Alito wrote grandly, "if the lower courts' assessment of the voluminous record is correct, this is one of the most important free speech cases to reach this court in years."



That is a very big "if," as the court's majority noted in tossing the suit for lack of standing. Not only could the plaintiffs not show "any concrete link between their injuries and the defendants' conduct," but the lower courts' assessment of the record was, in fact, far from correct. Many of the district court's findings, on which the increasingly off-the-wall U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit relied, "unfortunately appear to be clearly erroneous," Justice Amy Coney Barrett 
wrote for the court
.



During oral arguments in the case, several justices 
expressed similar concerns
 with the loose relationship to the truth that Benjamin Aguinaga, Louisiana's solicitor general and one of the plaintiffs' lawyers, had. "I have such a problem with your brief," Justice Sonia Sotomayor told him. "You omit information that changes the context of some of your claims. You attribute things to people who it didn't happen to."



Aguinaga said he was sorry "if any aspect of our brief was not as forthcoming as it should have been" -- an unusually frank admission of dishonesty by a government official.



And yet his distortions appeared to pose no problem for Alito, who seemed as eager as any Facebook anti-vaxxer to trample basic facts and evidence in service of the right to spew dangerous lies in public without consequences. As Barrett pointed out regarding Jill Hines, one of the plaintiffs, Alito "draws links that Hines herself has not set forth, often based on injuries that Hines never claimed."



Making up facts to reach the conclusion you want to reach isn't a Supreme Court justice's job, of course, but it's entirely in character for a committed culture warrior.
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letters



How We Will Judge the Biden-Trump Debate


Jun 26, 2024



The first debate of the 2024 general election for president is set for Thursday evening, to be hosted by CNN in Atlanta.




To the Editor:



Donald Trump has a very low bar to meet in the presidential debate on Thursday in order to please Republicans. He needs only to take turns answering questions, not interrupt President Biden and not make offensive remarks. The more boring he is, the greater the victory that Republicans will claim.



There must be a great deal of anxiety among Mr. Biden and the moderators given how unpredictable Mr. Trump can be. Let's face it, the muted microphone when the other person is speaking and the lack of an audience are intended to try to establish some limits on Mr. Trump's behavior.



As far as policy issues go, Mr. Trump cannot get beyond talking points, and shifting ones at that, especially on abortion and contraception.



Mr. Trump has one strategy that will probably be on display before and after the debate: gamesmanship. He will complain that the rules were unfair, the moderators were hostile to him, the questions were rigged in Mr. Biden's favor, the lack of an audience favored Mr. Biden, Mr. Biden was "
jacked up
" on a drug, etc.



Mr. Trump cannot help himself and will no doubt go off the rails at some point. And his willing sycophants will repeat his complaints. They are already doing so.



George Magakis Jr.
Norristown, Pa.



To the Editor:



Re "
What to Look For at the Biden-Trump Debate
," by Frank Luntz (Opinion guest essay, June 25):



While Mr. Luntz offers an insightful analysis of how candidate performances will affect voters' impressions, he does not mention the larger symbolic role the debate plays in American democracy. As the only forum showing the candidates standing side by side discussing issues in real time, unfiltered by the media or the candidates' handlers, debates offer voters an important opportunity to judge how the candidates will handle the pressing problems that roil the country.



But the opportunity will be squandered if the moderators fail to ask questions about existential issues like climate change, 
as happened in 2016
, or shy away from challenging candidates when they utter falsehoods.



I disagree with Mr. Luntz that what matters in the debate is how the candidates make voters "feel." What matters is whether the debate gets voters to 
think
, and then think some more afterward about whether our candidates are truly confronting the crucial issues that face America.



Richard M. Perloff
Cleveland
The writer is a professor of communication and political science at Cleveland State University and the author of "The Dynamics of Political Communication."



Putin and Trump








To the Editor:



Re "
Putin Has Tainted Russia's Greatness
," by Serge Schmemann (Opinion, June 21):



Mr. Schmemann writes that Vladimir Putin's "attempt to 'restore Russian greatness' through violence and hatred has tainted Russia's real greatness for years to come."



I hope that Donald Trump, through his MAGA movement, is not allowed to do the same to America.



Ray Mueller
Byram Township, N.J.



The Radical Right's Denial of Science




Chris Gloninger, a former meteorologist with KCCI in Des Moines. "They told me 'we'd prefer you not to use 'climate change', it's too polarized'," Mr. Gloninger said.




To the Editor:



Re "
Meteorologist Given a Rule: Stay on Script
" (front page, June 21):



Reading the article on the Iowa weatherman who was forced to stop using the term climate change, I was struck once again at how far the right will go to eliminate facts from public discourse.



When the weatherman, Chris Gloninger, defended his position by saying "It's not a political agenda. It's science," he failed to understand the agenda of the new radical right: Science is the enemy.



Facts are dangerous. Whether it's denying Covid, denying the efficacy of vaccines, denying the correlation between guns and mass casualty events, or denying the ties that oil and gas consumption have to climate change, the new right isn't allowing reality to interfere with catering to billionaires, making sure those with the most money also have the loudest voice.



Even as auto manufacturers began the switch from gas to electric, Donald Trump publicly 
ridiculed electric vehicles
. As the number of cities that experienced their hottest summers on record began to increase, Mr. Trump and the right claimed this was all part of a natural cycle.



This undermining of science will continue, following the usual script: Repeat the lies so often that they begin to sound familiar. Once something sounds familiar, it sounds rational. Once something sounds rational, it sounds safe. The truth is, there's nothing safe about climate change.



Matt Emrich
Cottage Grove, Ore.



The Dangers of Hiking in Hot Weather




A woman fanning someone on a bench in front of the Parthenon at the ancient Acropolis in Athens this month. Because of the extreme heat, Greek authorities took the unusual steps earlier this month to temporarily restrict visiting hours to the Acropolis and several other ancient sites.




To the Editor:



Re "
Tourist Found Dead in Greece Amid Heat
" (news article, June 26):



The tragedy of those hikers in Greece should be a lesson to us all about the dangers of hiking in hot weather (anything above the mid-80s).



I lived in the California desert for 50 years and belonged (with my late husband) to the local hiking club and went on many hikes -- but never in hot weather. Too many times, hikers who believed themselves invulnerable had to be rescued from trails because they didn't listen to warnings.



So, people, please don't go hiking alone. Always carry your mobile phone and enough water. Let your family or friends know exactly where you will be and what time you plan to return. And, above all, stay on marked trails, and think of the lives of search-and-rescue teams that will be put in danger if they have to hike out to rescue you.



Rosemary Fletcher-Jones
New Milton, England



Justice in Pregnancy




Kim poses for a portrait at her sober living house.




To the Editor:



Re "
Pregnant, Addicted, and Finally Receiving Help
" (front page, June 17):



Indeed, long-term investment in treatment for pregnant women who suffer from substance use disorder is sorely needed. The Great Moms clinic is a model for non-stigmatizing, non-punitive care. Unfortunately, pregnant women with substance use disorder often face the specter of criminal or civil charges for "child endangerment" or "child neglect" (rooted in dangerous 
fetal personhood
 ideology), which understandably discourages accessing needed care.



Pregnancy Justice has 
found
 that the vast majority of the nearly 1,400 pregnancy-related arrests across the U.S. from 2006 through June 2022 involved allegations of drug use. This includes taking 
prescribed medications
 to treat opioid use disorder.



Approximately one-third of the arrests originated in "trusted" medical settings, where pregnant people and their newborns are frequently drug tested without informed consent. And two in five arrests involved the presence of child welfare workers, creating a hospital-to-child-welfare-prison pipeline.



With 
overdose
 a leading cause of death during pregnancy and the postnatal period, accessing substance use treatment could be lifesaving. But its full potential will never be realized if states continue to prioritize criminalization over treatment in the name of fetal personhood.



Lourdes A. Rivera
New York
The writer is the president of Pregnancy Justice.



A Clever Use of the Ten Commandments




Supporters contend that the Ten Commandments are not purely a religious text but also a historical document, and a major influence on United States law.




To the Editor:



Re "
In Louisiana, Commandments Required in Public Classrooms
" (front page, June 20):



I compliment Louisiana's governor and legislators for requiring the display of the Ten Commandments in public classrooms. What a clever, and surreptitious, method to encourage judgments of the public conduct of officials and those who seek office.



Mark G. Winiarski
Great Neck, N.Y.
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Julian Assange Pleads Guilty to Espionage, Securing His Freedom



The WikiLeaks founder, who entered the plea in a U.S. courtroom in Saipan in the Western Pacific, arrived home to Australia on Wednesday night.



By Damien Cave


Jun 26, 2024


Julian Assange, the founder of WikiLeaks, pleaded guilty on Wednesday to a felony charge of violating 
the U.S. Espionage Act
, securing his freedom under a plea deal that saw its final act play out in a remote U.S. courtroom in Saipan in the Western Pacific.



He appeared in court wearing a black suit with his lawyer, Jennifer Robinson, and Kevin Rudd, the Australian ambassador to the United States. He stood briefly and offered his plea more than a decade after he obtained and published classified secret military and diplomatic documents in 2010, moving a convoluted case involving several countries and U.S. presidents closer to its conclusion.



After a few hours of proceedings, he boarded a plane for Australia, where arrived in the capital, Canberra, shortly before 8 p.m. He pumped his fist in the air as he exited the plane.



It was all part of 
an agreement
 allowing Mr. Assange to return to normal life after spending more than five years in British custody -- most of it fighting extradition to the United States.



His family and lawyers documented his journey from London to Bangkok and on to Saipan, capital of the Northern Mariana Islands, a U.S. commonwealth, posting photos and videos online from a chartered jet. His defense team said that in the negotiations over his plea deal, Mr. Assange had refused to appear in a court on the U.S. mainland, and that he had not been allowed to fly commercial.



His wife, Stella, a lawyer who is part of his legal team, posted a fund-raising appeal on the social media platform X, seeking help in covering the $520,000 cost of the flight, which 
she said would have to be repaid
 to the Australian government.



At a news conference in Canberra after Mr. Assange had arrived, she said that her husband would not be speaking in public right away and that he needed time to recover.



"Freedom comes slowly," she said. "And I want Julian to have that space to rediscover freedom slowly, and quickly."



In court, Mr. Assange responded carefully to questions from U.S. District Judge Ramona Manglona, who was appointed by former President Barack Obama. He defended his actions, describing himself as a journalist seeking information from sources, a task he said he saw as legal and constitutionally protected.



"I believe the First Amendment and the Espionage Act are in contradiction with each other," he said, "but I accept that it would be difficult to win such a case given all the circumstances."



His lawyers said that he was not subject to a gag order or to any other limitations as part of his deal. They added that he would also seek a pardon from President Biden, describing his release as long-sought vindication for acts of disclosure that they said had served the public interest.



"This is a huge win for Australia and for Australian democracy," Jennifer Robinson, one of Mr. Assange's lawyers, said. "This is a huge win for free speech."



In Australia, relatives, supporters and politicians seemed eager to welcome Mr. Assange home.



Prime Minister Anthony Albanese had lobbied heavily for his release. He responded to the deal by noting that the case had "dragged on for too long." Many Australians seemed to agree, noting that Chelsea Manning, the person who had passed a vast trove of documents to WikiLeaks -- including hundreds of thousands of military incident reports from Afghanistan -- had already served her sentence and been set free.



Despite Australia's own strict espionage laws and 
deeply entrenched culture of secrecy
 -- which would most likely have ensured 
many years in prison
 had his leaks focused on the Australian government -- his return won support from politicians on both the left and right.



David Shoebridge, a Greens senator from Sydney known for seeking to legalize cannabis, posted a video on X saying that Mr. Assange "should never have been in jail for the crime of telling the truth."



Barnaby Joyce, a conservative rural lawmaker, was just as effusive.



"I was very happy to hear that an Australian citizen, who never committed a crime in Australia, was not a citizen of the United States, was never charged in the United Kingdom, is coming home," he said.



The embrace of Mr. Assange reflects what many see as both a cultural affinity for the underdog and a degree of ambivalence about America's wars after the Sept. 11 attacks, and the U.S. justice system.



"For those at the liberal end of the spectrum, he is a hero precisely because he revealed secrets that Washington wanted to hide," said Hugh White, a former Australian government defense official and now a professor of strategic studies at the Australian National University.



"Even conservative Australians," he added, "are not as unwilling as our public rhetoric might suggest to disapprove of what Washington does."



Mr. Assange's father, John Shipton, said that having his son home after 15 years of distance and detention incarceration in one form or another was "pretty good news."



Asked if Mr. Assange would return to publishing, Ms. Assange did not rule out the possibility.



She said that Mr. Assange "will always defend human rights, will always defend victims."



"He's always done that," she added. "And that's just part of who he is; he is deeply principled. And he remains deeply principled and unafraid."
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A Court Ruled an Exhibit Discriminated Against Men. Now It's in the Women's Restroom.



The Museum of New and Old Art in Tasmania hung several paintings in a women's restroom after a court ruled that its installation could not be exclusive to women.




The Museum of New and Old Art, or MONA, in Hobart, the capital of the Australian state of Tasmania.




By Remy Tumin


Jun 25, 2024


When an Australian court ruled that a museum exhibition could not be exclusive to women, its curator decided to move the paintings to the women's restroom.



The curator, Kirsha Kaechele, had opened the exhibition "
Ladies Lounge
" at the Museum of New and Old Art in Hobart, the capital of the Australian state of Tasmania, as a space where women could "indulge in decadent nibbles, fancy tipples and other ladylike pleasures."



But the installation was 
shuttered
 in the spring, after the Tasmanian Civil and Administrative Tribunal found it to be discriminatory against men. Ms. Kaechele said at the time that the discrimination was 
part of the point
, a nod to male-only spaces in Australia.



After the ruling, Ms. Kaechele decided to get creative and move parts of the installation -- including several Picasso paintings -- to a women's restroom in the museum. The museum, 
which is owned by her husband
, had only unisex bathrooms before this week, she said on social media. Ms. Kaechele has said she plans to appeal the ruling before the Supreme Court of Tasmania.



The bathroom art appears to include a painting from 
Picasso's series of works inspired by Manet's "Dejeuner sur l'Herbe."
 There is also a drawing of a nude woman hanging over a toilet.



"I just didn't know what to do with all those Picassos" from the original exhibition, Ms. Kaechele 
wrote on Instagram
. In the same post, she promised to have the "Ladies Lounge" installation reopened under a different pretense that complied with Australia's anti-discrimination act.



The museum could not immediately be reached for comment.



"Ladies Lounge," which opened in 2020, was a nod to Australia's history of gender discrimination. Women were barred from public bars until 1965 and even then were often relegated to the so-called ladies' lounge.



The exhibition's room was enclosed by green silk curtains and was guarded by an attendant who welcomed women but denied entry to men. Decorated with a black mink rug, green velvet furniture and a Venetian Murano chandelier, the room displayed antiquities, precious jewels owned by Ms. Kaechele and her family and the Picassos that now hang in the bathroom.



But when Jason Lau, a visitor to the museum, was denied entry in April 2023, 
he sued and said he had experienced gender discrimination
. Ms. Kaechele brought 25 women with her to the tribunal hearing, all of whom wore a uniform of navy suits and pearls.



In an interview with The New York Times in March, Ms. Kaechele said that she agreed that Mr. Lau had faced discrimination, but that his experience was central to the work.



"Given the conceptual power of the artwork, and the value of the artworks inside the artwork, his detriment is real," she said. "He's at a loss."



She added, "I'm not sorry."



In April, the tribunal 
gave the museum 28 days to close
, remove or reform the exhibit -- or begin admitting men. In a 
blog post
 on the museum's website in May, Ms. Kaechele said she was considering options for changes to the exhibition that would bring it into compliance, including turning it into a church.



The museum is no stranger to stunts. This month, it 
hosted a series of private listening events
 where visitors could sample a selection of a rare Wu-Tang Clan album that was not meant to be heard by the public until 2103.
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What the Court's Ruling on Drafting the Ultra-Orthodox Means for Israel



Israel's insular ultra-Orthodox community has long been exempt from military service. The Supreme Court's decision to end that exemption could change the country's social and political dynamics.




An ultra-Orthodox man, right, at an army recruitment office on Tuesday in Jerusalem. In a ruling on Tuesday, the Israeli Supreme Court ended ultra-Orthodox Jewish men's exemption from military service.




By Isabel Kershner


Jun 26, 2024


The Israeli Supreme Court's ruling on Tuesday that ended a decades-old exemption for ultra-Orthodox Jews from serving in the country's military could herald a seismic change in the trajectory of the country, with social, political and security implications.



The ruling is likely to further strain Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's brittle governing coalition, which depends on the support of two ultra-Orthodox parties that support the exemption, even as Israel is at war in Gaza.



The issue of ultra-Orthodox exemption has long polarized a country where most Jewish 18-year-olds, both men and women, are conscripted for years of obligatory service. Mainstream Israelis have long bristled over a lack of equality.



More recently, the monthslong war in Gaza and looming conflicts on other fronts have underscored the military's need for more soldiers.



Who are the Haredim?



Many of Israel's ultra-Orthodox -- known in Hebrew as Haredim, or those who fear God -- afford the state only de facto recognition, rejecting the notion of secular Jewish sovereignty and of serving in the military.



Instead, many Haredim view full-time Torah study as a supreme value and argue that this scholarship has ensured the survival of the Jewish people for centuries.



But the ultra-Orthodox minority in Israel is far from homogenous, with the followers of some rabbinical courts more insular and protective of their community's special status than others.



Some Haredim have chosen to join the military over the years, to seek a secular higher education and to become more a part of Israeli society at large.




Ultra-Orthodox Jews celebrating the Jewish holiday of Lag BaOmer at the Orthodox neighborhood of Mea Shearim in Jerusalem last month.




But other more hard-core Haredim fear the military's image as a melting pot and say young men who go into the army as ultra-Orthodox come out secular. Ultra-Orthodox women do not serve.



The Haredim make up about 13 percent of Israel's population. But it is a young community that favors large families. As a result, its members make up an ever-growing proportion of the country's draft-age cohort.



At present, a yearly average of about 1,200 Haredim serve in the military, a tiny fraction of the rank and file. And many of those are considered by the community to be religious dropouts or hailing from the fringes of Haredi society.



What's at stake?



Soon after Israel's founding in 1948, the country's first prime minister, David Ben-Gurion, exempted 400 yeshiva, or religious seminary, students from military service and agreed to future exemptions as part of an arrangement to grant the ultra-Orthodox a measure of autonomy in exchange for their support in creating a largely secular state.



The early exemptions were intended, among other things, to help restore the ranks of Torah scholarship after they were decimated in the Holocaust. Historians say Mr. Ben-Gurion believed that in modern Israel, ultra-Orthodoxy would diminish or eventually disappear.



Instead the Haredim have become the fastest-growing part of Israel's population, leading many Israeli experts to conclude that the model of mass exemptions is no longer sustainable. Resentment has grown among large segments of the Israeli public over what they view as unequal sharing of the national burden.



After decades of legal patchwork and years of governmental procrastination, the issue has now come to a head. With all the temporary laws and orders now expired, the court ruled that the longstanding military exemption has no legal basis.




An ultra-Orthodox protest in Jerusalem against attempts to change government policy in April. Tuesday's ruling by the Israeli Supreme Court takes Israel into "new territory," one expert said.




In addition to dividing the country, the issue has the potential to collapse Mr. Netanyahu's governing coalition amid a costly war in Gaza.



Mr. Netanyahu must now scramble to find a legislative solution acceptable to the ultra-Orthodox parties, who support the exemption, and his more secular and nationalist allies, who oppose it, or risk losing his government.



The ruling takes Israel into "new territory" and constitutes "a precedent for Israeli politics, for Israeli society and for the army," said Shuki Friedman, vice president of the independent, Jerusalem-based Jewish People Policy Institute and an expert on matters of religion and state.



If the discussion up to now was always about equality, he said, the focus has shifted to the need for more soldiers, and the ultra-Orthodox are "a major source for potential recruitment."



What happens next?



Soon after Tuesday's ruling, the office of Israel's attorney general, Gali Baharav-Miara, sent instructions to government officials calling on them to immediately implement the court's decision.



The letter said that the security establishment had already committed to drafting an additional 3,000 ultra-Orthodox seminary students over the coming year. But it was not immediately clear when or how the military would choose those recruits out of the more than 60,000 students of draft age currently enrolled in religious seminaries with exemptions from service.



"This is an initial number for immediate recruitment that does not fully reflect the current needs of the military and the advancement of an equal sharing of the burden," the letter stipulated, calling on the authorities to come up with a more comprehensive plan.




The government of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu relies on the support of two ultra-Orthodox parties that are in favor of the exemption from service.




Mr. Netanyahu's Likud party, in the meantime, said it would push ahead with legislation that calls for small increases in Haredi recruitment but would largely codify the exemption of most others.



The bill might not gain Parliament's approval in its current form, while any toughening of its terms could upset the rabbis and the Haredi parties Mr. Netanyahu depends on.



For now, Mr. Netanyahu is likely to play for time. The Haredi parties do not have much interest in toppling the government, which is the most right-wing and religiously conservative in Israel's history.



But the court ruling, said Israel Cohen, a prominent Haredi commentator with Kol Berama, an ultra-Orthodox radio station, certainly created a "negative dynamic" for the government.



How are the Haredim's attitudes changing?



Since the Hamas-led assault on Israel on Oct. 7, which prompted the war in Gaza, there is a greater readiness to serve, according to Mr. Cohen.



In the aftermath of the attack, thousands of Haredim expressed a willingness to join the military.



Many younger Haredim increasingly want to participate in the army, higher education and the work force, said Yitzik Crombie, an ultra-Orthodox entrepreneur who runs several programs to help members of the community integrate into those areas.



"But they are very afraid," he said, "to lose their special identity, their culture, their unique way of life. To be a Haredi is to be separate from other society."



Joining the army means swapping the black-and-white signature uniform of seminary students for khaki fatigues and switching allegiance from a rabbi to a commander, he said. The military, he said, must build the community's trust by showing how conscripts can serve and remain Haredi.




Israeli soldiers with the Jewish ultra-Orthodox battalion Netzah Yehuda holding morning prayers in the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, near the Syrian border, last month.




 Many Haredim enrolled in seminaries do not actually study all day, if at all. Since Oct. 7, Mr. Cohen said, more Haredim have been adopting the position that whoever is not studying can join the army.



But even as attitudes toward service are changing in some parts of the community, others remain vehemently opposed to conscription.



Some rabbis attacked the court ruling for placing no value on the importance of Torah study, Mr. Cohen said.



Rabbi Moshe Maya, who is closely affiliated with the ultra-Orthodox Shas party, a key partner in Mr. Netanyahu's coalition, told Kol Berama on Wednesday that "a son of the Torah is forbidden to enlist."



"Those who go to the army today come out as Sabbath desecraters," he added.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/26/world/middleeast/ultra-orthodox-jews-israel-court-ruling-explained.html
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Iran's Presidential Candidates Agree on One Thing: Trump Is Coming



The former U.S. president's election is treated as a foregone conclusion, with the six contenders clashing over who is best suited to handling him.




A campaign poster depicting Mostafa Pourmohammadi, an Iranian presidential candidate, in a stare down with former President Donald J. Trump. The text reads, "The person who can stand in front of Trump is me."




By Farnaz Fassihi


Jun 26, 2024


Throughout Iran's presidential campaign, in debates, rallies and speeches, a singular presence has hovered: Donald J. Trump.



To hear 
the six candidates
 tell it, the former president's victory in the 2024 White House race is a foregone conclusion. The urgent question facing Iranian voters as they go to the polls on Friday, they say, is who is best suited to deal with him.



They hardly ever mention President Biden, and they never bring up the many polls suggesting that the American election will be extremely close. Instead, Mr. Trump's name is invoked again and again.



"Wait and you will see what will happen when Trump comes," one candidate, the cleric Mostafa Pourmohammadi, said during a recent televised debate. "We have to get ready for negotiations." Another candidate, Alireza Zakani, Tehran's mayor, accused his rivals at a debate of having "Trump-phobia," insisting that only he could manage him.



In one of Mr. Pourmohammadi's campaign posters, he and Mr. Trump are eye to eye, staring each other down. "The person who can stand in front of Trump is me," it reads.



Iranians have ample reason to be wary of another Trump presidency. It was Mr. Trump who unilaterally pulled the United States out of Iran's deal with world powers over its nuclear program, even though U.N. nuclear inspectors had repeatedly confirmed that Iran was complying with its commitments. Mr. Biden has made efforts to 
revive the deal
 since taking office, to no avail.




President Trump after announcing in 2018 that the United States would withdraw from the nuclear deal with Iran.




Mr. Trump also imposed tough economic sanctions targeting Iran's oil revenues and international banking transactions, and those sanctions have remained under Mr. Biden. Those measures, as well as corruption and economic mismanagement by the leadership, have tanked Iran's economy, sending the currency plunging and spiking inflation.



Analysts say the shadow thrown by Mr. Trump shows how central foreign policy is to the election, with all six candidates -- five conservatives and a reformist -- acknowledging that any hope for economic relief is inseparable from Tehran's relations with the world.



"The potential return of the Trump administration has become a bogey in presidential debates," said Vali Nasr, a former Obama administration official and a professor at the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies in Washington.



"Hard-liners argue their toughness will tame Trump, and moderate and reformist candidates believe that Trump will react to hard-liners with even more pressure on Iran, hinting that they are better positioned to change the conversation with the U.S.," he said.




The scene of a drone strike in Baghdad ordered by Mr. Trump that killed Maj. Gen. Qassim Suleimani, a senior Iranian commander, in 2020.




In Iran's political circles, concern about a Trump comeback predates this special presidential election, which is being held to replace President Ebrahim Raisi, who 
died in a helicopter crash
 in May. The Foreign Ministry created an informal working group in the spring to begin preparing for Mr. Trump's return, two Iranian officials said.



Iran negotiated indirectly several times this year and last with the United States through Oman and Qatar for a prisoner swap and to defuse regional tensions, and it engaged in indirect negotiations for a return to the nuclear deal with both the Trump and Biden administrations.



The officials, who asked not to be named because they were not authorized to speak publicly, said that, should Mr. Trump be elected, Iran would continue indirect negotiations but would not meet with him directly. They said that they discussed whether waiting to deal with Mr. Trump would make more sense than reaching an agreement with Mr. Biden now, only to have a Republican, whether Mr. Trump or some other Republican president in the future, tear it up.



Mohammad Baqer Ghalibaf, the conservative speaker of the Iranian Parliament, who is considered the front-runner in the presidential race, put it this way: "When we are facing an enemy like Trump who does not behave with integrity, we have to be calculative in our behavior." Mr. Ghalibaf, a former commander in the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, has said that restoring the nuclear deal and sanctions relief are among his top priorities. He said if the president does not make timely decisions he would "either have to sell Iran to Trump or create tensions in the country."




The conservative presidential candidate Gen. Mohammad Baqer Ghalibaf during a campaign rally this month in Tehran.




Mr. Trump repeatedly said during his presidency that his policy of maximum pressure on Iran was aimed at cornering the country into making concessions on its nuclear program, and that he was not looking for regime change. He defended his policy last week in a 
virtual interview with the All In podcast
.



"I would have made a fair deal with Iran; I was going to get along with Iran," Mr. Trump said in the interview. He said his main goal was to deny Iran nuclear weapons. "I had them at a point where you could've negotiated," he added, in a claim disputed by analysts. "A child could've made a deal with them."



In Iran's theocratic system, the supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has the final say on all major state matters, including negotiations with the United States and nuclear policy. But the Iranian president does set the domestic agenda and has some influence on foreign policy.




Protesters burning a poster of President Trump in 2020 after the Israeli assassination of Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, Iran's top nuclear scientist.




There is concern among Iranian voters about Mr. Trump, said a campaign staff member for the reformist candidate, Dr. Masoud Pezeshkian, who asked not to be named because he was not authorized to speak publicly. The staff member said by telephone from Tehran that voters had contacted the Pezeshkian campaign through social media asking what the candidate's plans were for countering Mr. Trump.



Dr. Pezeshkian has made the 
former foreign minister, Mohammad Javad Zarif
, the chief nuclear negotiator who helped seal the 2015 deal, the face of his foreign policy. But Dr. Pezeshkian's advisers said that his choice for foreign minister would be Abbas Araghchi, who was Mr. Zarif's deputy and a member of the team that negotiated the nuclear pact in 2015.



During a televised round-table discussion, Mr. Zarif told one of Dr. Pezeshkian's conservative rivals that Iran had been able to raise its oil sales to pre-sanctions levels of two million barrels a day because Mr. Biden had "loosened the screws," adding: "Wait for Trump to come back, and we'll see what you will do."



At a rally in Tehran on Monday, Saeed Jalili, an ultraconservative candidate who was also involved in the nuclear talks, addressed Mr. Trump with a well-known quote from Qassim Suleimani, the high-ranking general whose 2020 assassination was ordered by Mr. Trump.



"Mr. Trump, you gambler, we are the ones who can deal with you," Mr. Jalili said, rousing the crowd to wild cheers and claps.




Saeed Jalili, a conservative presidential candidate, speaking at a rally in Tehran on Monday.




Leily Nikounazar
 contributed reporting.
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At Least 11 Americans Among Those Dead in Hajj Pilgrimage to Saudi Arabia



The daughter of one Maryland couple was still searching for answers about her parents' deaths. The State Department said it was possible that more deaths could be confirmed.




Muslims in the holy city of Mecca last week.




By Jacey Fortin and Kate Selig


Jun 26, 2024


At least 11 Americans were among those who died while making the Islamic pilgrimage of hajj to Saudi Arabia this month in searing temperatures, the U.S. State Department said on Tuesday, adding that it was possible that more deaths could be confirmed in the coming days.



In Maryland, the daughter of one couple was still searching for answers about the exact circumstances of her parents' deaths, and about the actions of the tour operator whom the couple had paid tens of thousands of dollars to help them make the trip.



The daughter, Saida Wurie, said she and her brothers had not yet been told where their parents, Isatu and Alieu Wurie, had been buried. She says she plans to travel to Saudi Arabia as soon as she learns where they are.



"Losing a loved one is hard," she said on Tuesday. "But then not being able to bury them is just an indescribable feeling."



The couple were among 
the more than 1,300 people who died
 while making the annual pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca, as temperatures reached 120 degrees at times. The Saudi government said that the vast majority of them did not have permits.



Hajj is a deeply spiritual ritual that Muslims are encouraged to perform at least once in their lifetimes, if they are physically and financially able to do so. With nearly two million participating each year, it is not unusual for pilgrims to die from heat stress, illness or chronic disease. It is unclear if the number of deaths this year was higher than usual, because Saudi Arabia does not regularly report those statistics.



Friends and family of Isatu, 65, and Alieu, 71, said that it was no surprise that they had made the trip, as both were devoted to their faith and had a lifelong dream of going to Mecca.




Alieu, left, and Isatu Wurie celebrating their wedding in Sierra Leone last year. Friends and family said they were devoted to their faith and had a lifelong dream of going to Mecca.




"They were just such amazing joyful people," Saida, 33, said. "Everyone loved them."



Saving for the trip was no easy feat. The couple paid about $23,000 to a tour operator based in Maryland, Saida said, and made the journey in early June alongside dozens of other members of their Muslim community in and around Bowie, Md., outside Washington.



But after they arrived in Mecca, they told Saida that the operator seemed to have trouble getting them official permits. The couple were frustrated because they had believed that they had been going "by the book," Saida said.



The last message she received from her mother said that a bus to take them to one of the sites had not arrived, and that they had been walking for more than two hours instead. For days after that, Saida tried and failed to reach her parents by phone.



About a week ago, Saida learned from a U.S. official that their names had been included on a list of the dead. The tour operator did not respond to requests for comment on Tuesday.



The death toll this year exposed the dangers of unregulated tour operators and smugglers around the world who profit off Muslims who are desperate to make the journey to Mecca. Pilgrims who are not properly registered tend to have less access to shelter and air-conditioning.



The deaths also suggested a broad failure of Saudi immigration and security procedures meant to prevent unregistered pilgrims from reaching the holy sites.



The Wurie couple both grew up in Sierra Leone, where they met as children. Mr. Wurie came first to the United States to study. Ms. Wurie followed, and they married.



They had two sons, a daughter and four granddaughters, and both had careers in nursing before they retired. About a decade ago, the couple split. But last year, they married again in two ceremonies, one in the United States and another in Sierra Leone.



Ms. Wurie had been planning a trip to Saudi Arabia last year, but she postponed it so that she could make the pilgrimage with her husband.



Friends and family members described her as an upbeat woman who was steadfast about serving others. She had helped organize food drives and vaccination outreach campaigns during the early days of the Covid pandemic, and served on the African Diaspora Advisory Board in Prince George's County, said C. Vincent Iweanoge, the board chair. She also volunteered for Angela Alsobrooks, the county executive who is now 
running for Senate
.



"For her, it wasn't about a spotlight," Mr. Iweanoge said of Ms. Wurie. "It was just about the service itself."



Community leaders described Mr. Wurie as a political activist and entrepreneur with a joyful spirit. Imam Teslim Alghali, of the Sierra Leone Muslim Jamaat mosque in Hyattsville, Md., said that he could come off as a quiet person, even shy, but that he was passionate about "leading the youths to live up to their full potential," and was active in Sierra Leone's politics.



Upon arriving in Mecca, the couple were still able to perform some of the initial rituals of hajj, and their daughter said that they were "so excited to see the Kaaba," the cubic structure that Muslims believe was the first house of worship.



She said she believed her parents were filled with joy in their final days. "They died doing exactly what they wanted to do," Saida said.



On Tuesday, the community was also mourning Fatmata Koroma, 61, who family members said also died while making the pilgrimage to Saudi Arabia. She and her husband were from Sierra Leone as well, lived in Bowie, Md., for decades and worshiped at the same mosque as the Wuries.



Ms. Koroma's daughter, Wumu Jalloh, said that her mother had been excited about the trip. "For every devoted Muslim, that's their dream," Ms. Jalloh, 24, said. "That was something she was really excited for."



In messages to her family in the days before her death, Ms. Koroma sent happy notes and cheerful photos. But she also shared troubling news about mysterious postponements and concerns about getting the right paperwork, her daughter said.



On June 16, the family learned of Ms. Koroma's death from U.S. officials. They were invited to travel to Saudi Arabia to attend her burial.



Vivian Nereim
 and 
Emad Mekay
 contributed reporting.
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China's Anguished Debate: Do Its Children Have a Crime Problem?



China has been considered relatively progressive on juvenile justice. But several high-profile killings have prompted calls for the law to come down more harshly on minors.




A photograph of Gong Xinyue in her bedroom, in her village in northwestern China.




By Vivian Wang


Jun 26, 2024


For nearly two years, Gong Junli has been waiting. Since his 8-year-old daughter, Xinyue, was stabbed multiple times and her body left in a grove of poplar trees in northwestern China, he has imagined her killer finally being brought to justice.



But justice is complicated when the accused is also a child.



The boy who the police say killed Xinyue was 13 years old at the time. As his trial opens on Wednesday, it will try to answer a question gripping Chinese society: How should China deal with young children accused of heinous crimes?



Countries around the world have long struggled to balance punishment and forgiveness for children. But the debate is especially notable in China, where a history of relative leniency toward young offenders stands in stark contrast to the limited rights of adult criminal defendants. For decades, the government has emphasized educating and rehabilitating juvenile offenders, rather than imprisoning them.



Recently, though, a backlash has emerged. Following a spate of high-profile killings allegedly committed by children in recent years, many Chinese have called for the country to come down more harshly. And the government has responded. Xinyue's killing is one of the first cases known to go to trial since the government lowered the age, to 12 from 14, at which children can be prosecuted on charges of murder and other serious crimes.




Gong Junli, Xinyue's father, has been waiting nearly two years for the trial of the person accused of killing his daughter.




Several incidents this year renewed the debate. In January, the police in central China dropped charges against a boy accused of killing a 4-year-old girl by pushing her into a manure tank, because he was under 12 and too young to be prosecuted, 
Chinese media reported
. In March, the police said three 13-year-old boys near the city of Handan, also in central China, dug a grave in an abandoned greenhouse, took a classmate there and killed him. The boys were indicted soon after.



On Chinese social media, hashtags related to the Handan killing
 
drew over a billion views in one day, with legal scholars and ordinary social media users alike calling for the perpetrators to be punished severely, even with death. Some suggested that young people were more willing to commit crimes because they knew they could not be legally punished. A professor of criminal law with over 30 million followers on Chinese social media accused those seeking to spare minors from punishment of "moral relativism."



But others pointed to factors that may have pushed children toward crime, such as parental neglect or poverty. Many in China have worried that poor children in rural areas -- who have been the accused in some of the highest-profile cases -- are being abandoned as a price of economic progress. Many of those children are described as "left-behind," because their parents leave them at home while they search for better jobs far away.



As public pressure grew, the Supreme People's Court last month issued 
new guidelines
 on preventing juvenile crime, including by potentially holding guardians responsible for their children's actions.



It also 
announced
 that it had recently sentenced four children between 12 and 14 years old to prison terms ranging from 10 to 15 years, its first acknowledgment of trials in that age group. The court, which said the children had committed unspecified violent offenses, said it sought to show "tolerance without indulgence." 



Mr. Gong said Xinyue was a sweet-tempered child who loved the cartoon "Paw Patrol" and eating mangoes and strawberries. On Sept. 25, 2022, her grandparents were watching her while Mr. Gong, a single father who worked in construction, was on a site more than 100 miles away. That afternoon, Mr. Gong's father called to say that Xinyue was missing.




The village in northwestern China's Gansu Province where Xinyue lived.




Mr. Gong raced back to their village, a poor community of about 40 households
 
nestled amid terraced corn and potato fields in Gansu Province. By the time he arrived, Xinyue's body had been found.



The police arrested a 13-year-old neighbor. According to an indictment document shared by Mr. Gong, the boy, whom Mr. Gong said he had seen around but didn't know well, had "developed hatred toward females," because he was "unhappy with his mother's disciplinary methods." The boy had placed a knife in the tree grove, then led Xinyue there and stabbed her in the neck, the indictment said, citing physical evidence, witness testimony and the boy's confession.



It is unclear whether the boy, who the indictment said was being held at a local jail, has had access to a lawyer. Rights activists have accused Chinese officials of sometimes extracting confessions under pressure. The local police and court declined requests for comment.



Several attempts to reach the boy's parents were unsuccessful. A Chinese Communist Party-controlled news outlet, 
Red Star News
, reported that it had interviewed his mother, identified as Ms. Chen. Ms. Chen did not say whether she believed her son had killed Xinyue, but she apologized and said she had offered compensation to Mr. Gong's family.




Xinyue's grandfather helped care for her while her father was away working.




Ms. Chen also said that her son had been bullied, once being forced by classmates to eat feces. And she acknowledged that she had beaten him over his studies.



After the boy's arrest, Mr. Gong expected a quick resolution. But for over a year, prosecutors did not charge the boy. Mr. Gong also expected a death sentence, given the wide range of crimes that carry that penalty in China. Upon learning that the law prohibited the execution of minors, he was outraged.



The law claimed to protect minors, he said. But "has the child we lost been protected?"



China has long been considered relatively progressive on juvenile justice, more so than 
some Western countries
, said 
Anqi Shen
, a law professor at Northumbria University in England. International conventions recommend 12 as a minimum age for prosecution. China in the 1970s set its minimum age at 14. (In the United States, the minimum age of criminal responsibility varies by state, with most having no specified lower limit.)



In recent years especially, Beijing has encouraged prosecutors to divert juvenile offenders to educational programs or community service. Studies worldwide 
show
 
that
 imprisoning juvenile offenders does little to reduce recidivism. Between 2008 and 2022, the number of juvenile convictions plummeted by nearly 70 percent.



But the alternatives to prison have been riddled with holes. Juvenile correctional facilities and reform schools were often overseen by police officers rather than specially trained staff. Parents could choose not to send their children there.



Officials were even less sure what to do with those under 14. In 2018, a 12-year-old boy who the police said killed his mother was 
allowed to return to school several days
 later; the police said they had no choice because they couldn't bring charges. 



The public furor over that case helped push the government to 
lower the age
 of criminal responsibility to 12 in 2021, said Zhang Jing, a consultant for the China Association for the Prevention of Juvenile Crime, in Beijing.




Xinyue's bedroom in her village.




It is unclear whether juvenile crime rates are actually rising. The Supreme People's Court recently 
announced
 that it had sentenced 12,000 minors in the first three months of 2024, a year-on-year increase of nearly 80 percent. But that could reflect changes in officials' decisions to prosecute, rather than an actual increase in offenses by juveniles, experts said. China does not publicize arrest statistics. And social media has helped magnify individual cases.



The debate about punishment has in some ways overshadowed the conversation about prevention -- and in particular, how to help the so-called left-behind children involved in some of these crimes.



Studies have found that left-behind children -- of whom there are around 70 million -- are more likely to be 
bullied
 or 
abused
, partly because they may receive less supervision or affection. The three suspects in the Handan case were left-behind, as was the victim, according to state media.



In response, many Chinese have urged parents to return to their villages to raise their children, or suggested parents should be held liable if their children can't be.



But Professor Zhang, in Beijing, said those calls overlooked the reasons parents separated from their children in the first place. China prohibits most children from attending schools outside their hometowns, making it difficult for workers to bring children with them.




Mr. Gong was often away working for long periods. His village had few jobs, and he wanted to provide Xinyue with a better life.




"Punishing the parents is useless. Wouldn't it be better to change the parents' environment?" Professor Zhang said. He has also called for more resources for rehabilitation and prevention, such as police officers specially trained to deal with juveniles.



Mr. Gong also acknowledged the impossible choices many parents faced. He himself had often been away for weeks or months at a time, because his village had few jobs.



"Who doesn't want to give their child or family a better life?" he said. "But everyone has to do that in their own way."



Now, Mr. Gong has been staying near home, working spare jobs while waiting for the trial.



Xinyue was buried in the grove where she died. Mr. Gong cut down the poplars and planted cherry and peach trees in their place. He imagined Xinyue being reborn and eating from them.




Xinyue's burial place in her village. Mr. Gong planted fruit trees nearby.




Li You
 and 
Siyi Zhao
 contributed research.
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NATO Will Offer Ukraine a 'Bridge' to Membership, Hoping That's Enough



Officials say Kyiv won't get membership negotiations at the coming NATO summit, but the alliance will announce a structure to coordinate aid over the longer term.




Members of Ukraine's 45th Brigade operating a Swedish-donated self-propelled howitzer in Ukraine's northeastern Kharkiv Region this month.




By Steven Erlanger


Jun 26, 2024


NATO will offer Ukraine a new headquarters to manage its military assistance at its upcoming 75th anniversary summit in Washington, officials said, an assurance of the alliance's long-term commitment to the country's security that has been heralded as a "bridge" to Kyiv's eventual membership.



President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine -- along with some Central European nations -- had fervently hoped his country would be offered membership negotiations by NATO at the summit, which runs from July 9 to 11.



Instead, the alliance will announce that it has agreed to set up a mission in Germany to coordinate aid of all kinds to Ukraine over the longer term, American and NATO officials said. The move is intended to send a strong signal of allied commitment, both to Kyiv and to Moscow, which hopes the West will grow tired of supporting the war.



Because the mission will be under NATO's auspices, it is designed to function even if Donald J. Trump, a sharp critic of the alliance and of aid to Ukraine, wins the U.S. presidency in November.



The Biden administration and NATO officials came up with the idea as a way to give something solid to Kyiv at the summit even as they maintain the time is not right for Ukraine to join.



It is not just that the country is still at war, which could make NATO an active participant in the fighting. President Biden and Chancellor Olaf Scholz of Germany have said that Ukraine must make important reforms to reduce corruption and improve its democracy and rule of law.



The hope is that the mission and the commitment it represents will satisfy Mr. Zelensky and lead to a smoother summit than 
the last one, a year ago in Vilnius, Lithuania
, where he made his unhappiness clear when Ukraine was not offered a firm timeline for membership negotiations.




President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine and Prime Minister Justin Trudeau of Canada spoke this month after the closing news conference of a summit in Switzerland.




The new mission will bring under one umbrella the activities of the current "capabilities coalition" of countries that provide various aspects of military aid to Ukraine, like air defenses, artillery, F-16 fighter jets, arms and training.



It will also coordinate training of Ukrainian military personnel in allied countries and the longer-term bilateral security agreements that different countries have signed with Ukraine, according to the United States and NATO officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because details of the plan have not yet been announced.



But NATO countries are all on board with establishing the mission, the officials said, and it will be announced at the summit meeting.



Previously, aid for Ukraine has been given mostly on a country-by-country basis, with less concern over its efficiency or even for Kyiv's most pressing needs. Gathering the essential strands of aid and training under one command is aimed at streamlining the flow and making it more coherent, officials briefed on the plan said.



Called the NATO Security Assistance and Training for Ukraine, or NSATU, the mission will work to reduce duplications and complications from the various kinds of weaponry sent to Ukraine.



One example, U.S. and NATO officials said, is the recent French offer to donate an unspecified 
number of Mirage fighter jets
 when Ukraine is already struggling to train pilots and put F-16s in the air. The Mirage, a similarly sophisticated plane, requires different training, parts and maintenance that may strain Ukrainian capabilities.



The mission will be based at a U.S. military facility in Wiesbaden, Germany, and headed by a three-star general -- likely an American -- reporting directly to the top NATO and American general in Europe, Gen. Christopher G. Cavoli.



Placing the mission under General Cavoli's NATO hat will protect it from any political change in Washington, said Ivo Daalder, a former American ambassador to NATO who has been briefed on the plan.



The new mission will also incorporate an existing United States group stationed in Wiesbaden to handle weapons shipments and personnel training.



And it will run parallel to the Ukraine Defense Contact Group, which is under American leadership and coordinates weapons deliveries by about 50 countries to Ukraine, well beyond NATO's own 32 member states. Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III, who set up the contact group, insisted that it remain for now under American chairmanship, the officials said.



The group will not officially be called a "mission" because of objections from Germany, which wanted to avoid the implication that it and NATO were at war with Russia, Mr. Daalder said, even though Russia already spins its invasion of Ukraine as a war of "self-defense" against an ever-expanding and hostile NATO.




Jens Stoltenberg, the NATO secretary general, and Lloyd J. Austin III, the United State defense secretary, at the alliance headquarters this month. Mr. Stoltenberg said the proposal would put support to Ukraine on a "firmer footing."




"It's an effort at Trump-proofing and a deliberate effort to bring Ukraine and NATO closer together to support Ukraine today as well as into the future," Mr. Daalder said.



The Biden administration has not commented publicly on the details of the plan. But Jake Sullivan, the U.S. national security adviser, said that the summit would show that allies are taking "concrete steps" to bring Ukraine closer and to ensure it has a "bridge to eventual membership." At the NATO summit last year, the alliance also refused to offer Ukraine a fixed timeline and clear path to membership or to allow negotiations on membership to begin. Mr. Zelensky was displeased, but the alliance's overall position will not change at this summit.



NATO's unwillingness to open accession negotiations with Ukraine or provide a fixed timeline for doing so is in contrast with the European Union, which on Tuesday 
opened accession negotiations
 with both Ukraine and Moldova.



Those negotiations are expected to take several years, but they mark an important and symbolic moment for both countries -- Ukraine, enduring a Russian invasion, and Moldova, which fears it could be next.



Jens Stoltenberg, the outgoing NATO secretary general, spoke vaguely of the plan for the new mission after a meeting of alliance defense ministers on June 14. He 
told a
 news conference it would be announced at the Washington summit and would "put our support to Ukraine on a firmer footing for years to come."



Calling the new mission "a key summit deliverable" and a further step "on Ukraine's path to NATO membership," he emphasized that "these efforts do not make NATO a party to the conflict, but they will enhance our support to Ukraine to uphold its right to self-defense."
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Behind the Deadly Unrest in Kenya, a Staggering and Painful National Debt



Kenya, the fastest growing economy in Africa, is on the brink of a fiscal calamity. Across Africa, nations are spending more on interest than on health or education.




A Kenyan police officer wearing riot gear telling protesters to move back during a protest in Nairobi on Tuesday.




By Patricia Cohen and Keith Bradsher


Jun 26, 2024


The immediate trigger for the raging protest that gripped Kenya's capital city on Tuesday was a raft of proposed tax increases -- additional shillings that ordinary citizens would owe their government. The underlying cause, though, are the billions of dollars their government owes its creditors.



Kenya has the fastest growing economy in Africa and a vibrant business center. But its government is desperate to stave off default. The country's staggering $80 billion in domestic and foreign public debt accounts for nearly three-quarters of Kenya's entire economic output, according to 
a recent report
 from the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development. Interest payments alone are eating up 27 percent of the revenue collected.



The Kenyan president, William Ruto, had promoted the tax bill as necessary to avoid defaulting on the country's debt, but the violent reaction to Parliament's approval prompted Mr. Ruto to 
abruptly reverse course
 on Wednesday and reject the legislation he had asked for. "Listening keenly to the people of Kenya," he said, "I will not sign the 2024 finance bill, and it shall subsequently be withdrawn." He 
proposed
 a 14-day period of discussions to chart a new economic course.



Mr. Ruto's turnaround may have temporarily quieted protests, but it leaves the country's finances more precarious than before. Just two weeks ago, the International Monetary Fund and Kenyan authorities had reached an 
agreement
 on a package of comprehensive reforms and tax increases needed to get the country on a more stable financial footing.



The policy review, required when the I.M.F. lends money to distressed nations, warned of a "significant shortfall in tax collection" and a deteriorating fiscal outlook. I.M.F. lending to the troubled East African nation now totals $3.6 billion.



The type of debts that are causing misery in Kenya can be found across Africa. More than half the people on the continent live in countries that spend more on 
interest payments
 than they do on health or education.



"The kids in this generation that won't have education today are going to be scarred for life," said Joseph Stiglitz, a former chief economist at the World Bank. He noted that there had been increasing evidence that "countries who go through a crisis don't recover -- maybe ever -- to where they would have been."



The global debt crisis is the relatively bland label used to describe the brutal loops of 
unsustainable borrowing and bailouts
 that have long ensnared developing nations.



In Kenya's case, its government took out vast loans after a period of economic expansion in the early 2000s to cover the costs of infrastructure projects, including roads, railways, massive dams and rural electrification. This latest global debt crisis cycle, however, which is considered to be the worst on record, was precipitated by events far beyond any single country's control.



The deadly coronavirus pandemic shuttered already fragile economies. The sudden need to provide vaccines, medical care, protective clothing to hospital workers and subsidies to people unable to afford food or cooking oil further depleted government bank accounts.



A war between Russia and Ukraine along with sanctions imposed by the United States and its allies caused global food and energy prices to soar. The wealthiest countries then corralled spiraling inflation by raising interest rates, causing debt payments to balloon.



On top of those woes, recent 
floods
 in Kenya destroyed infrastructure and agricultural land and displaced thousands of people.




Heavy rains in April caused the Gitathuru River to overflow, damaging adjoining neighborhoods in Nairobi and adding to Kenya's financial pressures. 




M. Ayhan Kose, deputy chief economist at the World Bank, said this month that "40 percent of developing countries, in one way or another, are vulnerable to a debt crisis."



Finding a solution to the current debt trap that poor and middle-income nations find themselves in is harder than ever.



Thousands of creditors have replaced the handful of big banks in places like New York and London that used to handle most countries' foreign debt. One of the most consequential new players is China, which has been lending billions of dollars to governments in Africa and around the world.



Starting over a decade ago, China elbowed its way into the ranks of major lenders to emerging nations and the size of its total loan portfolio now rivals the I.M.F. and the World Bank.



Altogether, Nairobi owes $35 billion to foreign lenders. The World Bank is the country's largest creditor.



At the end of 2022, Kenya owed at least $6.7 billion to China, according to the I.M.F. It owed another $7.1 billion to bondholders, $3.8 billion to industrialized countries, $3.5 billion to the African Development Bank and $1.9 billion to international commercial banks.



To avoid default, countries like Kenya are compelled to borrow even more money, only to find that their total debt burden grows even heavier. And the bigger the debt, the less inclined lenders are to offer additional financing.



China has cut back its lending in the past several years, after concluding that it was taking too many risks by lending to low-income countries. It has collected on previous loans and has issued fewer new loans.



It is not the only player to pull back from Kenya. Japan and France as well as big commercial banks in Italy, Germany and Britain have also trimmed their exposure.



This month, 
Pope Francis
 convened a 
meeting
 at the Vatican and called for debt forgiveness and a rethinking of the world's financial architecture to manage the growing crisis.



Unmanageable debt, he said, robs "millions of people of the possibility of a decent future."



It took 
Zambia
 four years to work out a deal with its creditors after it first defaulted. 
Ghana
, after defaulting on billions of dollars of debt last year, reached an agreement only this week with private creditors to restructure $13 billion worth of loans. And 
Ethiopia
 is struggling to work out an agreement.



In February, Kenya 
paid more than 10 percent on international bonds
 to have the cash to cover a payment for a $2 billion Eurobond from 2014 coming due this month.




Protesters scattering in downtown Nairobi on Tuesday as police spray a water canon at them.




The World Bank, 
the I.M.F.
 and the African Development Bank have all offered lifelines and increased their lending to Kenya to fill the gap when no one else would. But they, in turn, want the government to take steps, like raising taxes and cutting spending, to stabilize the country's finances. In a nod to the toll such belt tightening would require, the recent 
agreement
 with the I.M.F. noted that the country also needed to strengthen its social safety net.



"How do you fill that tax revenue void?" said David Shinn, a former U.S. foreign service officer in Africa and a lecturer at George Washington University's Elliott School of International Affairs. "When you borrow money at an even higher rate than what you're paying off, you're digging an even deeper hole."



In May, Mr. Ruto said he was confident that Kenyans would eventually come around to supporting his actions. "I have been very candid that I cannot continue to borrow money to pay salaries," he said in an interview. "And I have explained to the people of Kenya that we have a choice either to borrow money or to collect our own taxes."



As this week's protest illustrated, that choice does not seem to be one that the public is so far willing to accept.



Declan Walsh
 and 
Ruth Maclean
 contributed reporting.
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Former President of Honduras Sentenced to 45 Years in Sweeping Drug Case



Juan Orlando Hernandez connived with traffickers as his country became a base of operations for cocaine shipments to the United States.




Judge P. Kevin Castel on Wednesday called Juan Orlando Hernandez, center, "a two-faced politician hungry for power." 




By Colin Moynihan


Jun 26, 2024


During the eight years that Juan Orlando Hernandez was president of Honduras, the tiny country was a conduit for hundreds of tons of cocaine that flowed north into the United States.



Mr. Hernandez's political fortunes were tied to the gangs that transported those drugs, according to federal prosecutors in Manhattan. The traffickers fueled his rise, subsidizing Mr. Hernandez's campaigns in return for promises of protection, even as the two-term president presented himself as a U.S. ally in the war against drugs, prosecutors said.



Now Mr. Hernandez will spend 45 years in prison. He was sentenced on Wednesday in Federal District Court in Manhattan after being 
convicted in March
 of conspiring to import cocaine into the United States and of possessing and conspiring to possess "destructive devices," including machine guns.



Judge P. Kevin Castel called Mr. Hernandez "a two-faced politician hungry for power" who had masqueraded as an antidrug crusader while partnering with traffickers. He said the sentence would send a message to figures who believed their "fine appearance and elegant manner" might protect them.



"I wish for the victims of the crimes in this case that there is a small degree of closure," the judge added.



Just before being sentenced, Mr. Hernandez spoke for nearly an hour, insisting that he had been the target of a conspiracy.



"It's as if I had been thrown into a deep river with my hands bound" he said, adding: "This was a political persecution."



The defense had asked that Mr. Hernandez, 55, receive the minimum term of 40 years, saying that would effectively be a life sentence.



But prosecutors asked the judge to make sure Mr. Hernandez would die behind bars, citing his abuse of power, connections to violent traffickers and "the unfathomable destruction" caused by cocaine.



The sentence on Wednesday was among several stemming from indictments dating back to 2015 that mapped a sprawling conspiracy.



In 2021, Mr. Hernandez's brother, Juan Antonio Hernandez, a former Honduran congressman accused of brokering bribes to his sibling, was sentenced to life in prison. The next year, the same sentence was imposed on Geovanny Fuentes Ramirez, a trafficker accused of bribing politicians and torturing and murdering a law enforcement official.



Some government witnesses who testified during former President Hernandez's trial acknowledged behaving just as brutally.



One, Amilcar Alexander Ardon Soriano, a trafficker and former mayor of the municipality of El Paraiso, testified that he had participated in torture and murdered two people, and was responsible for the deaths of more than 50 others.



Another, 
Devis Leonel Rivera Maradiaga
, a former leader of a Honduran gang, admitted being involved in the deaths of 78 people, including two journalists and the country's antidrug czar.



Defense lawyers suggested those witnesses had lied about Mr. Hernandez to escape lengthy prison sentences and as retribution for what the lawyers said had been his vigorous pursuit of traffickers while in office. Mr. Hernandez made a similar case directly to the judge in a letter that quoted Edmund Burke, Martin Luther King Jr. and the Bible.



Prosecutors countered that Mr. Hernandez's arguments "reflect an alternate reality." They wrote that he had protected "his drug trafficking co-conspirators from prosecution and extradition, giving safe harbor to violent, massive cocaine traffickers as they used Honduras as a springboard for pumping cocaine into the United States."



The verdict in Mr. Hernandez's trial came after weeks of evidence that he had received millions of dollars from drug organizations in Honduras, Mexico and elsewhere. In addition to statements by former traffickers, that evidence included testimony from a Honduran investigator and notebooks with Mr. Hernandez's initials that prosecutors said detailed drug transactions.



By early 2022, when Mr. Hernandez was 
detained in Honduras
 less than a month after leaving office, he had become deeply unpopular there. His successor as president, Xiomara Castro, accused him of turning the country into a "narco-dictatorship" and officials in the United States said that Mr. Hernandez had used drug money during both of his presidential campaigns to bribe election officials and manipulate the vote.



Many Hondurans blamed him for the country's high rates of crime and violence and a faltering economy that had led thousands of people to flee, with many migrating to the United States.



The trial in Lower Manhattan served as a sort of proxy proceeding for dozens of expatriate Hondurans who said that they wished it had been possible for Mr. Hernandez to face justice in his home country. They showed up each day, filling benches in the courtroom and in a nearby overflow room where testimony was beamed on a large screen.



Some in the overflow room jeered when Mr. Hernandez, dressed in a dark suit, testified in his own defense. At one point he denied associations with drug traffickers even as prosecutors displayed a photograph of him posing at a World Cup soccer match in South Africa with a notorious narco kingpin.



After Mr. Hernandez was convicted, crowds of Hondurans celebrated outside the courthouse, chanting in Spanish and displaying an orange prison jumpsuit with handcuffs connected by a long chain. One woman held up a sign reading, "No clemency for narcopolitics."
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Oakland's Mayor Had Enough Troubles. Then the F.B.I. Came Knocking.



Sheng Thao was already facing a recall election as residents remain frustrated over crime and homelessness. She said on Monday that she had committed no crimes.




Mayor Sheng Thao of Oakland, Calif., a Democrat, vowed on Monday to remain in office and fight against a recall attempt.




By Amy Qin and Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez


Jun 25, 2024


The residents of Oakland, Calif., were already frustrated. Violent crime and burglaries had become enough of a problem that getting an In-N-Out burger and fueling up near the airport was 
considered a risky endeavor
.



The city's last remaining major league sports team 
announced in April
 that it would leave town after 57 seasons. And the population, currently 425,000, has been in decline since the coronavirus pandemic.



All of which served to drive signatures for a recall election against Mayor Sheng Thao only 18 months into her tenure -- a rare ouster attempt in a city this large.



Then, two days after the recall qualified for the ballot last week, F.B.I. agents raided the home of Ms. Thao and stayed there for hours.



Before they scoured Ms. Thao's house in the Oakland hills, it was possible, even likely, that she would survive the recall election this fall with the help of the same progressive allies and labor unions who supported her mayoral campaign in 2022, longtime political hands in the Bay Area said. But the raid has now cast a shadow over her future, even as she defiantly vowed on Monday to fight for her political survival.



"Everybody understands that she hasn't been charged with a crime," said Brenda Harbin-Forte, a retired Alameda County Superior Court judge who is a main organizer of the recall. "But our focus is that you can't lead a city and be distracted about whether any day now you're going to get indicted for a federal crime." 



Ms. Thao, a Democrat, has 
overcome immense personal struggles
 before. She is the daughter of working-class refugees and a survivor of domestic violence who once lived out of her car with her son when he was an infant. When she was sworn in, Ms. Thao became the most prominent Hmong American officeholder in the United States.



Few would blame her alone for the city's woes, which were percolating well before she took over at City Hall. Crime was already on the rise, and homeless camps had proliferated since the early days of the pandemic. Two major league sports teams had 
already
 
fled
. The city had lost its glimmer in comparison with the previous decades in which it had attracted residents as a soulful, more affordable alternative to San Francisco.



What Oakland needed from Ms. Thao was a turnaround. The prevailing mood, however, is one of frustration.



The exact targets of the federal investigation remain unclear. The F.B.I. would not comment other than to confirm that agents had searched the home where Ms. Thao and her partner reside, as well as three other properties in Oakland that are associated with the Duong family, which runs California Waste Solutions, a local company that collects recyclables for the city. Renia Webb, Ms. Thao's former chief of staff, said in an interview that F.B.I. agents asked her questions about Ms. Thao last year.



The raid was a political earthquake, and the fallout continued for four days as Ms. Thao disappeared from public view.



Then, on Monday, Ms. Thao came out fighting by giving brief remarks at City Hall, after which she did not take questions. She asserted that federal authorities had not given her an opportunity to cooperate with their investigation before the raid. She raised questions about the close timing of the F.B.I. search and the recall efforts.



"I want to be crystal clear: I have done nothing wrong," she said. "I am confident that I will not be charged with a crime because I am innocent."



David Duong, the chief executive of California Waste Solutions, said in a statement on Thursday that the company was fully cooperating with the investigation and that it was confident the government would conclude that it was not involved in any unlawful or improper activity.



Since the raid, many of Ms. Thao's supporters who had vowed to fight on her behalf in the recall have been quiet. Those who have spoken out have hardly been enthusiastic.



Keith Brown of the Alameda Labor Council, a union that supported Ms. Thao's campaign in 2022, said in a statement on Sunday that his members were "awaiting the facts." Cat Brooks, a co-founder of the Anti Police-Terror Project, an organization that seeks to eradicate police violence in communities of color, lamented the "stench" that the F.B.I. raid would leave on other progressive politicians and activists in Oakland.



Ms. Thao's critics have pounced. They were quick to point out that the Duong family has been 
investigated
 since 2019 by Oakland's public ethics commission for allegedly bypassing campaign limits and giving money to various political candidates through "straw donors," including to Ms. Thao during her campaign for a City Council seat. The family is politically connected and has made contributions to both Democratic and Republican politicians.



The past mayors of Oakland include Jerry Brown, who ran the city for several years between his two stints as governor. Unlike Mr. Brown, Ms. Thao became the mayor of Oakland early last year with little experience in elected office, having served one Council term. 



Ms. Thao won the mayor's race by a narrow margin through a ranked-choice vote, which allowed voters to choose candidates in order of priority and used multiple rounds of counting to determine the victor. She saw her win as an inspiration to other children of immigrants who grew up in poverty.



On Monday, she drew upon that same personal history to defend herself.



"What I do know is that this wouldn't have gone down the way it did if I was rich, if I had gone to elite private schools or if I had come from money," she said. "I know that for sure because former elected officials are sitting safely in their houses in the hills right now, with campaign finance violations, piling up mountains of evidence that prove actual wrongdoing."



Less than two years into her tenure, some supporters credit Ms. Thao with finding creative solutions to close the city's budget gaps without inflicting major cuts. She has 
promoted the ways
 her administration has added police patrols and used technology to combat crime. 



Her critics concede that Ms. Thao inherited problems as Oakland was struggling to climb out of a pandemic recession. But, they say, there have been obvious missteps.



During her tenure, the city 
missed out
 on millions of dollars in state funding to combat organized retail theft because her administration failed to submit an application on time. She fired a popular Black police chief, LeRonne Armstrong, angering many residents in a city where one-fifth of the population is Black.



"Voters are already losing confidence in City Hall because of rampant homelessness, because of shooting after shooting, because we can't even get our roads paved," Councilwoman Janani Ramachandran, a Democrat, said.



Ms. Thao is not the only one being blamed for crime in Oakland. In April, a separate effort to recall Pamela Price, a progressive district attorney, also qualified for the ballot. Ms. Price won election in 2022 with a pledge to seek shorter sentences and to prosecute police officers who unlawfully use lethal force.



The top backers of the recall effort against Ms. Thao include Ron Conway, a billionaire tech investor and political fund-raiser who also contributed to the 
2022 recall of Chesa Boudin,
 a Democrat who served as San Francisco's district attorney. But recall organizers said that their campaign was more complicated than the narrative of progressive-versus-moderate, especially in Oakland, where many politicians fall along a narrow spectrum of progressive to more-progressive and the 
local NAACP chapter
 has favored a more aggressive law-and-order approach to crime.



"This is not an attack on progressives," Ms. Harbin-Forte, the recall organizer, said. "This has to do with the people in the office who are executing those policies, and whether or not they are making the decisions that are in the best interest of everybody."
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Newsom Uses Annual State Address to Confront Republicans Across the Nation



In an unconventional version of the State of the State, Gov. Gavin Newsom attacked Republicans and held up California as a beacon of democracy.




Gov. Gavin Newsom of California used his annual State of the State address to criticize Republicans and promote California as an "antidote to the poisonous populism of the right." 




By Shawn Hubler


Jun 26, 2024


Gov. Gavin Newsom of California, whose liberal state has been hammered by Republicans for months as a hellscape of homelessness, crime and high taxes, used his annual State of the State address on Tuesday to slam "conservatives and delusional California bashers" and defend "the California way of life."



Rather than appear before a joint session of the State Legislature, Mr. Newsom 
prerecorded his speech
 and posted it on social media, directing his message at least as much to a national audience as to Californians. It came two days before former President Donald Trump and President Biden were scheduled to debate in Atlanta, where Mr. Newsom was expected to appear in the so-called spin room as a feisty surrogate. 



In his remarks, which hinted at arguments Mr. Biden is likely to touch upon on Thursday, Mr. Newsom presented the Democratic policies that are California's hallmark as an "antidote to the poisonous populism of the right."  



Mr. Newsom, 56, has been among the president's most visible supporters, and has 
long contended
 that Democrats have underestimated the hostility of the MAGA Republican movement. He has been viewed as a future presidential candidate and has seemed to relish challenging conservatives head on.



"They want to impeach the very things that have made us successful, as a tactic to turn America toward a darker future," Mr. Newsom said, comparing the current political climate to the spread of fascism in the 1930s.



"We are presented with a choice between a society that embraces our values and a world darkened by division and discrimination. The economic prosperity, health, safety and freedom that we enjoy are under assault."



Governors in California and elsewhere typically deliver a State of the State speech early in the year to set the agenda and highlight statewide accomplishments. In the past, the California address was regularly delivered to the Legislature in person at the State Capitol, around the same time as the president's State of the Union address. 



But Mr. Newsom's political team has long taken the view that all political conversations are national, particularly in California, the nation's most populous state. And as Democrats have increasingly dominated the State Legislature and worked more cooperatively with the governor, critics have dismissed the State of the State as superfluous and outdated. 



In the past several years, Mr. Newsom has shunned tradition by delivering State of the State speeches from the road, from state environmental offices and 
even from Dodger Stadium
, surrounded by empty seats, during the pandemic. This year, the governor postponed the speech, his office said, because he was waiting for more clarity around how the state would solve its 
budget shortfall
 and the 
fate of a bond measure
 to help people who are mentally ill and homeless.



By the time his recorded remarks were posted on Tuesday, the state budget had already been passed and more than half of the state's legislative cycle was over. Republican state lawmakers charged that the taped speech was emblematic of Mr. Newsom's dismissiveness toward them. 



"Another cowardly and classic move by Newsom delivering a prerecorded State of the State the same week as the presidential debate," State Senator Brian Dahle, a Northern California Republican, 
posted on X
.  



The governor's office noted that before Earl Warren's tenure as governor in the 1940s and early 1950s, the State of the State was largely delivered in an annual written report.



In fact, the medium that Mr. Newsom used seemed to underscore a broader message.  



"Weird little speech, huh?" said Dan Schnur, a political analyst who teaches at the University of Southern California, Pepperdine University and the University of California, Berkeley. "He's clearly much more interested in talking to a national audience than to California voters."



Mr. Schnur noted that the remarks were of a piece with 
political ads
 Mr. Newsom has run over the past several years in Republican-led states such as Florida and Texas, and with comments Mr. Newsom has made in 
past interviews
 with the Fox News host Sean Hannity. By using a pre-recorded video, Mr. Newsom was able to accentuate his speech with visuals, such as footage of a 2017 white nationalist rally in Charlottesville, Va., as he suggested that "division and discrimination" were being sown by his opponents.



Late last year, after mutual baiting, Mr. Newsom and Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida 
debated on Fox News.
 Mr. Newsom countered critiques of his state with a furious barrage of statistics about California successes, while Mr. DeSantis 
memorably brandished
 a map of San Francisco dotted with the coordinates of public defecation that had been reported by residents.



On Tuesday, Mr. Newsom pointed to California's defense of abortion rights and civil rights for L.G.B.T.Q. people, the state's humanitarian assistance to migrants and his multi-billion-dollar campaign to address homelessness. Low-income Texans pay a 
higher share of their family income
 in taxes than low-income Californians, he noted, and California leads the nation in business starts and economic output. 



Mr. Newsom also used Republican-led states as a comparison point on violent crime.



"Eight of the 10 most violent murder states in America are red states," Mr. Newsom said. "Cities like Jacksonville and Memphis have significantly higher homicide rates than San Francisco and Los Angeles."



But over the course of more than 28 minutes, there was, pointedly, no mention of Mr. Trump.







This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/25/us/newsom-address-state-california.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Congestion Pricing Suspension Halts $16.5 Billion in Subway Upgrades



The Metropolitan Transportation Authority said it is making drastic cuts to the transit system's capital plan after Gov. Kathy Hochul's halted the tolling program.




Transit leaders in New York City gathered on Wednesday to begin to grapple with the sudden pause of a tolling program that would have paid for crucial repairs and upgrades to the system.




By Ana Ley


Jun 26, 2024


Transit leaders in New York City have scaled back billions of dollars' worth of upgrades to the nation's largest transit network after Gov. Kathy Hochul halted the start of a tolling program that would have paid for improvements and repairs.



During its first meeting after Ms. Hochul's 
decision to suspend the program
, the board of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority on Wednesday viewed presentations from the authority's staff detailing sweeping project cuts that totaled $16.5 billion.



Gone were plans to make subway stations more accessible to riders with disabilities, repairs to some nearly century-old infrastructure and the expansion of the Second Avenue subway line, among other now-deferred projects.



"That presentation is dire," said Midori Valdivia, a board member. "No board member, I think, wants to sit here talking about what projects we're going to cut a couple years after we approved all those projects."



Wednesday's meeting set the stage for board members to begin understanding the full scale of the governor's decision and the damage that the disruption will have on the authority's overall fiscal health. Just last year, 
the M.T.A. had balanced its operating budget
 through at least half a decade thanks to a budget deal secured by the governor and State Legislature. Now, several board members fear that the program's suspension will jeopardize not just capital projects but also the M.T.A.'s debt load, its borrowing potential and its ability to run day-to-day operations.



The board will receive its annual financial update in July.



While the authority has adjusted and deferred a large portion of its capital plans, board members on Wednesday passed a resolution to remain prepared to put the congestion pricing program into effect once it gets the green light from Albany. Ms. Hochul has not indicated when that might be. (One board member, David S. Mack, an opponent of congestion pricing, dissented in the 10 to 1 vote approving the resolution.)



In a statement issued during Wednesday's packed board meeting, Ms. Hochul argued that the M.T.A. could rein in costs in order to supplement its budget. She said that the "temporary adjustments" announced during the board meeting did not spell the demise of the authority's projects.



"There is no reason for New Yorkers to be concerned that any planned projects will not be delivered," Ms. Hochul wrote.



A record number of people, 141 in total, signed up to speak at the meeting. Dozens lined up to criticize the governor and to urge board members to find a way to push congestion pricing through -- some suggested that the board overrule Ms. Hochul and begin tolling drivers anyway.



But without the state's approval to move ahead, the authority said that it could not legally institute the tolling program as it had planned to do on June 30 before Ms. Hochul changed her mind.



Congestion pricing would have charged most drivers $15 to enter the busiest parts of Manhattan, with the aim of reining in traffic while generating money that is badly needed to modernize New York's round-the-clock subway. But when Ms. Hochul earlier this month rescinded her support for starting the program as scheduled, she effectively blocked many of the transit system's renovations. Ms. Hochul has vowed to find alternative sources of funding for the M.T.A.



The governor has said that congestion pricing puts at risk New York's recovery from the pandemic. She has argued that the city's economy was still too fragile to contend with a new toll on drivers and that she feared that the program would give commuters yet another reason in the age of remote work not to return to the office.



Her reversal was applauded by a growing chorus of opponents who had accused the M.T.A. of unfairly targeting car commuters to plug its budget shortfalls.



Speaking to reporters after the meeting, Janno Lieber, the chief executive and chairman of the M.T.A. board, said that he was taking the governor at her word when she said that she would find the money to plug the authority's budget.



The money raised from New York City's congestion pricing program 
had already been counted on
 to help repair a transportation network that moves more people than any other on the continent. Congestion pricing was also expected to reduce the number of vehicles that enter Lower Manhattan by about 17 percent, 
according to a November study
 by an advisory committee reporting to the M.T.A. The report also said that the program would reduce the total number of miles driven in 28 counties across the region.



"No other policy holds so much promise to invest in our mass transit system and manage our out-of-control traffic congestion," said Tom Wright, the executive director of the Regional Plan Association, an urban policy group that supports congestion pricing. 



The merits of congestion pricing, as well as possible unintended consequences of the program, are the subjects of eight pending lawsuits against the program. Last week, 
a federal judge dismissed a key argument
 behind three of them, renewing hope among supporters. Proponents have said that they intend to go to court themselves 
to fight the governor's delay
, because they believe that the 2019 state law that created the program, among other laws, supersedes Ms. Hochul's desire to halt it.
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Canceling Congestion Pricing Could Kill 100,000 New York Jobs



Thousands of high-paying jobs in the state could be at risk if the funding that had been expected from congestion pricing is not restored, a new report says.




A new report from Reinvent Albany, a watchdog group, says that the suspension of congestion pricing could prevent tens of thousands of jobs from being created. 




By Stefanos Chen


Jun 26, 2024


Gov. Kathy Hochul said she paused New York City's congestion pricing program for economic reasons: The tolls could hurt the region's recovery from the coronavirus pandemic more than they helped.



But a new analysis of the transit budget gap left in the wake of 
the program's suspension this month
 points to possibly deeper pain: the potential loss of thousands of high-paying jobs throughout the state over the next few years.



At least 101,500 jobs could be lost in New York if the state does not find another way to fill the multibillion-dollar hole left in the Metropolitan Transportation Authority's budget, according to 
a report released Wednesday
 by Reinvent Albany, a watchdog group.



A majority of those jobs would have been created by private companies that work with the authority to build new trains and buses and install new propulsion systems, among other things. On average, workers in these fields earn over $100,000 a year, said Rachael Fauss, a senior policy adviser with Reinvent Albany.



"The M.T.A. is an economic development engine for the entire region -- not just to get people where they need to go, but to create jobs through all the infrastructure they have to maintain and repair and build," she said.



The report, based on
 
an analysis of M.T.A. spending
 
and data from the Partnership for New York City, a business group, paints a picture of what might have happened if congestion pricing had been enacted, though how it would play out in reality is difficult to know. Reinvent Albany is a longtime supporter of the tolling program and has been critical of Ms. Hochul's decision.



But observers agree that the stalling of the plan will have catastrophic effects on the authority's budget. On Tuesday, the office of the state comptroller 
released a report
 saying there were "no good options" for the M.T.A. to manage the budget hole created by the pause on congestion pricing, and it will likely need to remove about $17 billion in projects from its current improvement plan.



The congestion pricing program, which would have charged most drivers up to $15 to enter Manhattan below 60th Street, was expected to decrease traffic, reduce pollution and raise $15 billion of the transit agency's more than $51 billion capital needs plan. 



Ms. Hochul announced the reversal just weeks before the program's June 30 start date, citing concerns that it would create another burden for struggling New Yorkers. She said congestion pricing was deferred indefinitely without offering specifics.



Ms. Hochul has helped to 
find new funding for the M.T.A.
 in the past and she has promised to do so again.



"The governor has made clear she is committed to funding the transit investments in the M.T.A. capital plan, many of which are still years away from their scheduled start dates," Anthony Hogrebe, a spokesman for Ms. Hochul, said in a statement.



He added that New Yorkers could "still count on the good jobs and expanded service those projects will bring," and that suggesting otherwise was "little more than fearmongering."



Jay Jacobs, the state Democratic Party chair, supported the pause.



"Nobody is saying that congestion pricing was necessarily bad policy," he said. "We're saying that the timing is bad economically."



When asked about the potential loss of jobs because of the tolling suspension, he said the state was exploring different funding options. But the Legislature has yet to approve such a replacement.



Critics 
balked at the governor's affordability argument
, in part because it discounted the economic benefits of the program, including job creation.



Of the more than 100,000 jobs that could have been created by congestion pricing funding, nearly 88,000 would have been in the private sector, according to Reinvent Albany. The group relied on an analysis of the M.T.A.'s 2020-24 capital plan by the Partnership for New York City.



That is more than the entire work force of the transit authority, which employs about 70,000 people.



The absence of that economic stimulus will hurt the region more than tolls for drivers, and it complicates the governor's rationale, Ms. Fauss said.



"If you don't have a job, you'll certainly have a harder time living in the New York City area," she said.



The loss of the congestion pricing revenue could also hamper the city's already battered construction sector.



The industry was down 23,000 jobs, or 14 percent, last month from February 2020, according to James Parrott, the director of economic and fiscal policy at the Center for New York City Affairs at the New School.



The M.T.A.'s capital plan, 
which includes train signal upgrades, more wheelchair accessibility and an extension of the Second Avenue subway line
, would have helped bolster the construction industry at a time when commercial real estate projects have slowed, he said.



But the effects of halting congestion pricing, which would have been the single largest source of revenue for the authority's capital plan, could be felt far beyond the city. The M.T.A. spent $35 billion to pay private companies for work across the tristate area from 2014 to 2023, according to an analysis of public records by Reinvent Albany.



The M.T.A. did not respond to questions about the report, but said an update on its capital plans would be presented to its board on Wednesday.



Alstom, a global manufacturer of rail cars and related equipment, has built about half of all the subway cars in New York City, but its plants are in small towns and cities upstate, including Hornell in the Southern Tier and Plattsburgh in the North Country.



"These are very small communities, and the transit manufacturing industry is a very big deal in these places," said Dani Simons, a vice president of communications for the company.



M.T.A. spending from congestion pricing revenue was going to create more work over the next several years, but now those plans are unclear, she said. Alstom employs about 1,500 people in New York and works with a network of 300 vendors throughout the state.



The authority paid Alstom and its related companies over $281 million in the last decade, according to Reinvent Albany.



Ms. Simons would not say what the funding gap could mean for the company's hiring plans, but added that the reversal had "put stress on our business, and stress on the whole chain of vendors."



It is unclear if the State Legislature can find a suitable replacement for the funding that would have been raised by congestion pricing. Lawmakers have already rejected a plan to shore up the lost revenue with an increase on payroll taxes for businesses, and the M.T.A.'s board must establish a new capital plan for 2025 to 2029 this fall, which will require additional revenue sources.



Critics have called the governor's decision a political tactic to help democrats win House races this year. Polling suggested that congestion pricing was unpopular among key voters.



But that calculus could backfire if thousands of jobs are put on hold, said Dr. Parrott.



"She will hear loud and clear from her constituents upstate," he said.
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Corruption Law Allows Gifts to State and Local Officials, Supreme Court Rules



The court, which has limited the sweep of several anti-corruption laws, distinguished after-the-fact rewards from before-the-fact bribes.




In recent years the Supreme Court has narrowly interpreted anti-corruption laws.




By Abbie VanSickle and Adam Liptak


Jun 26, 2024


The Supreme Court limited the sweep of a federal law on Wednesday aimed at public corruption, ruling that it did not apply to gifts and payments meant to reward actions taken by state and local officials.



The 
6-to-3 ruling
, which split along ideological lines, was the latest in a series of decisions cutting back federal anti-corruption laws.



Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh, writing for a conservative majority, said that the question in the case was whether federal law makes it a crime for state and local officials to accept such gratuities after the fact. He wrote, "The answer is no."



Federal prosecutors' interpretation of the law created traps for public officials, leaving them to guess what gifts were allowed, he added. If they guessed wrong, the opinion continued, the officials could face up to a decade in prison.



The decision reflected a sharp divide on the court, with Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, joined by Justices Elena Kagan and Sonia Sotomayor, dissenting. While the conservative wing asserted that the ruling gave discretion to state and local governments and protected officials from having to guess whether their behavior had crossed a criminal line, the liberals said the decision represented more chipping away of a statute aimed at protecting against graft.



"Officials who use their public positions for private gain threaten the integrity of our most important institutions," Justice Jackson wrote. "Greed makes governments -- at every level -- less responsive, less efficient and less trustworthy from the perspective of the communities they serve."



In what appeared to be a dig at the court's conservative bloc, Justice Jackson added that the defendant in the case offered an "absurd and atextual reading of the statute" that "only today's court could love."



The decision was issued as the court faces increased scrutiny over its ethics practices. After months of 
revelations by ProPublica
 and others that Justice Clarence Thomas had failed to reveal luxury travel and gifts from the Texas billionaire and conservative donor Harlan Crow, as well as revelations about 
other justices
, the court 
adopted an ethics code
, the first in its history.



The case before the court, Snyder v. United States, No. 23-108, concerned James Snyder, a former mayor of Portage, Ind., a city of about 38,000 people near Lake Michigan. In 2013, while Mr. Snyder was mayor, the city awarded two contracts for a garbage truck company, Great Lakes Peterbilt. Portage bought five garbage trucks for about $1.1 million.



In 2014, after the process was complete, the company cut Mr. Snyder a check for $13,000 for what he later said were consulting services.



The F.B.I. and federal prosecutors said the bidding process had been manipulated to ensure the company prevailed. Investigators said the money was a gratuity for the garbage truck contracts, but Mr. Snyder said it was payment for his consulting services as a contractor for Peterbilt.



A jury convicted Mr. Snyder of accepting an illegal gratuity, and a federal judge sentenced him to more than a year in prison. On appeal, Mr. Snyder argued that the federal statute criminalized only bribes, not after-the-fact gratuities. A federal appeals court affirmed his conviction, and Mr. Snyder petitioned the Supreme Court to review the case.



The majority explained that the law typically makes a distinction between bribes -- payments made or agreed to before a government action to influence the outcome -- and gratuities -- payments made after a government action to reward or thank the public official.



Although bribes are frowned upon as inherently corrupt, the majority noted, federal, state and local governments have treated gratuities with more nuance.



In its reasoning, the conservative majority said it relied on statutory history and text, among other factors, to find that the federal statute focused on bribes, not gratuities.



Justice Kavanaugh wrote that such gifts to officials were often already regulated by state and local governments. The federal law, he wrote, "does not supplement those state and local rules by subjecting 19 million state and local officials to up to 10 years in federal prison for accepting even commonplace gratuities."



Rather, he wrote, the law "leaves it to state and local governments to regulate gratuities to state and local officials."



To uphold prosecutors' interpretation of the law "would significantly infringe on bedrock federalism principles," Justice Kavanaugh wrote.



The federal law, he added, lacked clear guidance for local officials to follow, leaving them to try to discern what actions might amount to a violation.



He cited examples, nodding to the case's origins in Indiana.



"Could students take their college professor out to Chipotle for an end-of-term celebration?" he wrote. "And if so, would it somehow become criminal to take the professor for a steak dinner? Or to treat her to a Hoosiers game?"



While "American law generally treats bribes as inherently corrupt and unlawful," Justice Kavanaugh wrote, gratuities are another matter. Some can be "problematic," while others can be "commonplace and might be innocuous."



He listed examples. A family tipping their mail carrier. Parents sending a gift basket to thank their child's teacher at the end of the school year. A college dean giving a sweatshirt to a city council member who speaks at an event.



Those examples, he wrote, suggest that "gratuities after the official act are not the same as bribes before the official act," adding that unlike gratuities, "bribes can corrupt the official act -- meaning that the official takes the act for private gain, not for the public good."



In a concurring opinion, Justice Neil M. Gorsuch wrote that the decision reflected an age-old understanding that when "any fair reader of this statute would be left with a reasonable doubt" as to whether the law applied to the defendant's actions, the court must err on the side of the person charged with the crime.



The court in recent years has narrowly interpreted anti-corruption laws.



Last year, 
it threw out two fraud convictions
 involving accusations of bid rigging and illicit payments during the administration of Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, a New York Democrat.



In 2020, the court 
unanimously overturned
 the convictions of two defendants in the so-called Bridgegate scandal, in which associates of Chris Christie, a Republican who was the governor of New Jersey, closed access lanes to the George Washington Bridge in 2013 to punish one of his political opponents. That was an abuse of power, the court ruled, but not a federal crime.



Similarly, the court in 2016 
unanimously overturned
 the conviction of Bob McDonnell, a former governor of Virginia. Mr. McDonnell, a Republican, had accepted luxury products, loans and vacations from a business executive.
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The warning from the county government was grim. The Rapidan Dam, a feature of the southern Minnesota landscape for more than a century, was "in imminent failure condition."



"We do not know if it will totally fail or if it will remain in place," officials said on Monday as dead trees and other debris piled up at the dam and floods overwhelmed the Upper Midwest.



At one point, a support structure alongside the dam partly failed and gushing waters carved out a nearby cliff. Video footage showed a nearby building collapsing on itself and being sucked into the river. But by Tuesday, the main part of the dam was intact, and water flows were beginning to slow. A worst-case scenario, it seemed, might have been averted.



"The Rapidan Dam, we think, is going to continue to hold up," Bob Jacobson, the commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Public Safety, said late Tuesday afternoon after state officials flew over the dam to survey the damage. "But there are going to be more assessments in the future."



Experts said the damage and continuing risk in Minnesota underscored the decaying state of the country's dams and the dangers they could pose when things went wrong. Many catastrophic floods begin with dam failures, and breaches in recent years in states like 
Michigan
 and 
Nebraska
 have led to widespread destruction.



With climate change making dangerous weather more common, and the average age of an American dam approaching 60, the problems are only expected to get worse.




Workers near the dam on Monday.




"It's the perfect storm, because we are dealing with more severe extreme weather events, and because it's just the nature of time these dams are getting older," said Hiba Baroud, an associate professor of civil and environmental engineering at Vanderbilt University.



The problems at the Rapidan Dam, about 90 miles southwest of Minneapolis, came after a period of severe rain that led to widespread flooding in Iowa, Minnesota and South Dakota. At least two deaths were linked to the floods, which destroyed homes, swamped farmland, overtopped levees and caused a major railroad bridge to collapse.



"This, again, was an unprecedented amount of rainfall that came in a very short period of time," Gov. Kristi Noem of South Dakota said. "Many of these communities, I don't know how they could have prepared for what they saw."



Though river levels were dropping on Tuesday in many of the hardest-hit places, some evacuation orders remained in effect, major roads were closed and cities downstream were bracing for potential damage. Moderate flooding was expected in the coming days on portions of the Missouri River in Iowa and Nebraska, and major flooding was expected on parts of the Mississippi River in Iowa and Minnesota.



"We're not out of the woods yet," Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota said. "We have not reached peak water levels in many of these communities yet," he added, "and so that is going to add to this."



The Rapidan Dam, a 475-foot-long concrete behemoth, is an age-worn relic of a different era. It was completed in 1910 and, over the generations, became a local landmark on the Blue Earth River that was situated near a park and that supplied power for up to 3,000 homes. Mr. Walz said he had been by the dam "a hundred times on my bike."



But Rapidan's problems were well known before this month's flood, which surpassed a 2019 flood to become the dam's second-worst on record.



Blue Earth County, which for decades has managed the dam, told residents on its website that "flood events and the toll of time have caused significant damage to the dam's structure and usability." A federal inspection this spring noted some cracking and falling concrete, but found that Rapidan was in "overall satisfactory condition."



A study in 2021 suggested either spending $15 million over four years to repair the dam or $82 million over 10 years to remove it. Most residents 
who responded to a survey
 two years ago seemed to favor repairing it.



Rapidan's problems are far from unique. The American Society of Civil Engineers gave the country's system of 91,000 dams a D grade in 2021, 
its latest assessment
. With the average dam being 57 years old at the time, the organization said that "the majority of dams will not have been built to current standards, let alone incorporate newer standards that improve their resilience and reduce the risk to downstream areas."



Despite those well-known problems, Upmanu Lall, the director of the Water Institute at Arizona State University, said too little was being done.



"It costs money to remove it. It costs money to fix it," Dr. Lall said. "We have to do one of the two. We are not doing either one."
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Biden Pardons Veterans Convicted of Having Gay Sex



The president's proclamation grants clemency to around 2,000 people charged between 1951 and 2013 under a military code that outlawed the behavior.




People who want their convictions overturned will be able to apply online for a certificate of clemency, which could help them receive benefits that may have been denied, according to Biden administration officials.




By Katie Rogers


Jun 26, 2024


President Biden on Wednesday pardoned American veterans who were convicted of engaging in gay sex under a military code that outlawed the behavior for more than 60 years.



Mr. Biden's proclamation grants clemency to some 2,000 people who were charged between 1951 and 2013, addressing a "historic wrong," the president said in a statement.



"Today, I am righting an historic wrong by using my clemency authority to pardon many former service members who were convicted simply for being themselves," Mr. Biden said. "Despite their courage and great sacrifice, thousands of L.G.B.T.Q.I.+ service members were forced out of the military because of their sexual orientation or gender identity. Some of these patriotic Americans were subject to court-martial, and have carried the burden of this great injustice for decades."



The proclamation addresses charges brought under Article 125 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice, a federal law that made it a crime to engage in "unnatural carnal copulation with another person of the same or opposite sex," even with mutual consent. In 2013, Congress voted to repeal the portion of the code that outlawed consensual sodomy.



People who want their convictions overturned can now apply online for a certificate of clemency, which would help them receive benefits that may have been denied. Before 2013, a conviction under Article 125 could entail a dishonorable discharge and forfeiture of pay and allowances, according to military law.



With a certificate of clemency in hand, individuals could then start the process to have the terms of their discharges upgraded, officials said. They did not give a timeline for how long that process could take, or say whether additional resources would be dedicated to outreach for veterans who might not know they are eligible.



Over the course of his presidency, Mr. Biden has used his clemency powers largely to pardon 
nonviolent drug offenders
. He has also issued 
pardons for marijuana use and possession
 on federal lands as part of a broader effort by his administration to address racial disparities in drug sentencing.



Mr. Biden said in his statement that Wednesday's proclamation was "about dignity, decency and ensuring the culture of our armed forces reflect the values that make us an exceptional nation."
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The Episcopal Church Has Elected Its Youngest Leader in Centuries



Bishop Sean Rowe, 49, called for the church to be resilient heading into what he described as an "existential crisis" caused by a changing world.




Bishop Sean Rowe will take leadership of a denomination whose membership now stands at 1.4 million, a more than 20 percent decline over the previous decade. 




By Ruth Graham


Jun 26, 2024


The Episcopal Church elected its youngest top leader since the 18th century at the denomination's national meeting in Louisville, Ky., on Wednesday.



Bishop Sean Rowe of the Diocese of Northwestern Pennsylvania, 49, was elected to a nine-year term as presiding bishop from a slate of five candidates. Bishop Rowe also serves as bishop provisional of the Diocese of Western New York.



Bishop Rowe  will succeed Bishop Michael Curry, who emphasized evangelism, racial justice, and the power of love in his tenure as the denomination's first Black presiding bishop. Bishop Curry's term concludes at the end of October, and Bishop Rowe will be installed on Nov. 2.



The Episcopal Church, based in New York, is the American branch of the Anglican Communion, a global body whose head is the archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby. The U.S. branch of the church has been the faith home of many presidents, including George Washington, Franklin Roosevelt, and George H.W. Bush.



Bishop Rowe became the youngest Episcopal priest in the United States upon his ordination in 2000, and the youngest bishop seven years later. Originally from western Pennsylvania, he has served in a number of leadership roles in the national denomination.



Addressing his fellow bishops and delegates to the meeting after his election, Bishop Rowe called for the church to be courageous and resilient heading into what he described as an "existential crisis" caused by a changing world. He suggested he would encourage the denomination to focus on local dioceses and congregations, and streamline its national structure so it doesn't "collapse under its own weight."



He compared the denomination's uncertain status to his experience growing up in western Pennsylvania in the 1980s, as factories closed and friends moved away. But he also expressed optimism. "God is calling us ever more deeply into the unknown," he said. "Let us follow Jesus into this unknown future filled with hope."



He will take leadership of a denomination whose membership now stands at 1.4 million, a more than a 20 percent decline over the previous decade. Sunday church attendance has also dropped steadily in that period.



Like many global church bodies, the broader Anglican Communion remains divided on questions around sexuality, with church leaders in Africa in particular opposing homosexuality. Bishop Curry's tenure began just months after the Episcopal Church opted to bless same-sex marriages in 2015, a decision he defended to members of the global Anglican Communion who strongly opposed the marriages.



Bishop Curry's public profile rose when he was selected by Prince Harry and Meghan Markle to deliver the sermon at their wedding in 2018. He preached on the topic of love, quoting the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King. Jr. and the biblical prophet Amos, and ruffling some aristocratic feathers with his preaching style drawn in part from the Black American church.



The Episcopal Church is one of the historic mainline Protestant denominations, which tend to be progressive in their theology and traditional in worship style. The mainline once dominated the American religious and social landscape but has experienced dramatic declines since the mid-20th century. The category also includes the United Methodist Church, which has lost a quarter of its U.S. congregations in recent years over disagreements on allowing practicing gay clergy, which the group 
voted to allow last month
.
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In South Carolina, 3 G.O.P. Women Fought an Abortion Ban. They Lost Their Races.



The Republican women in the group of five "Sister Senators" faced primary challenges who support a near-total ban.








By Kate Zernike


Jun 26, 2024


Last year, the five self-proclaimed "Sister Senators" from South Carolina were awarded the John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award 
after they joined together across party lines to block the legislature
 from passing a near-total abortion ban.



But a prize from the nation's most storied Democratic family may not be the best calling card in Republican primaries in the red-state South.



All three of the Republican women in the group of five -- the others were a Democrat and an independent -- faced primary challenges, and all three have now lost. State Senator Katrina Shealy, who was the only female member of the chamber after she won in 2012, failed to win a runoff on Tuesday against the son of a former legislator.



The two others lost earlier this month: Penry Gustafson lost by a 64 point margin; Sandy Senn lost by 33 votes, small enough to trigger a recount, but conceded the race before that.



South Carolina ranks 47th for the number of women in its state legislature
, just above Mississippi, Tennessee and West Virginia. The losses this month are likely to mean that no Republican women will serve in the next session. Ms. Shealy was the only woman to lead a committee in the chamber.



While the Sister Senators succeeded three times in blocking a near-total ban that would have defined life as beginning at conception, the Senate 
then passed a six-week ban
 that was upheld by the State Supreme Court (which had recently lost its only female justice).



The Republican-controlled state senate is likely to try to pass another ban starting at conception next year, and it stands a good chance of succeeding now that the three women have lost.



Even so, the losses may have been about more than the strength of anti-abortion sentiment in South Carolina.



Senators Gustafson and Senn were running in newly redrawn districts where there were more conservatives and fewer constituents familiar with their records. 
Polls have shown
 that the near-total ban had little statewide support and 
that a majority of residents,
 as in almost every state, wants abortion to be legal in all or most cases.



The leading figures of the state's Republican Party in the State House and Congress mounted a big turn-out-the-vote campaign for Ms. Shealy, and she had the backing of Americans for Prosperity, the libertarian-leaning Republican group.



But turnout in the primaries was low, and those who vote in primaries tend to be the most fervent on issues like abortion that are important to the party's base. And all of the women's challengers supported the near-total abortion ban. On billboards and in mailings, they accused the women of being insufficiently conservative and not "pro-life." Ms. Shealy 
faced a particularly nasty runoff.
 She said that protesters picketed her church, slashed a tire on her car and fired shots from a pellet gun through her sunroom window.



One mailing pictured Ms. Shealy with Barack Obama and Nancy Pelosi, Democrats who were previous Profile in Courage Award winners.



The senators painted their defeats as a loss for women. "These results removed any ambiguity or question about where the voting Republicans stand regarding both life issues and women. And it's not good," 
Ms. Gustafson told The Post and Courier
. "What we have to say about giving birth and everything related to it is secondary to whatever the men of the Republican Party want."



Ms. Shealy 
told the South Carolina Daily Gazette
 that her next work might be trying to get more women involved in politics. "I'm not upset about my loss," she said. "I'm curious about how this job will get done by men. I feel a loss for the people of South Carolina."
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Five Charged in the Case of a Juror and a Gift Bag Stuffed With $120,000 



Federal prosecutors in Minneapolis said the charges stemmed from an attempt to bribe a juror in a scheme involving the embezzlement of food aid meant for children. 




The office of the Minnesota nonprofit Feeding our Future a week after F.B.I. agents in January 2022 raided the building that was housing it.




By Ernesto Londono


Jun 26, 2024


Federal prosecutors on Wednesday charged five people with conspiring to bribe a juror in a high-profile federal trial in Minneapolis. The charges described a brazen plot that included extensive surveillance of the juror and talking points drafted to help her argue for an acquittal. 



The 
attempted bribe
 took place early this month on the eve of the final day of a weekslong trial, prosecutors said, the first in what they have described as a far-reaching fraud scheme.



Prosecutors have charged 70 people in the case with stealing tens of millions of dollars from a federal food-aid program meant to feed hungry children, taking advantage of lax oversight during the Covid-19 pandemic. 



What they described as the attempted bribe imperiled the first trial in the case, which  involved seven defendants. 
The jury this month convicted
 five of them of felonies including wire fraud and money laundering. Two were acquitted. 



Three of the people charged Wednesday with attempted bribery were defendants in the trial. Two of them -- Abdiaziz Shafii Farah, 35, of Savage Minn., and Abdimajid Mohamed Nur, 23, of Shakopee, Minn. -- were among those convicted. A third defendant charged in the bribery scheme -- Said Shafii Farah, 42, of Minneapolis -- was acquitted at trial. 



According to prosecutors, the defendants -- who were all Somali immigrants -- selected the juror who received the cash because she was the sole person of color on the jury. They sought to persuade her that the government was motivated by animus toward immigrants, according to talking points they hoped the juror would use in deliberations. "We are immigrants: they don't respect and care about us," the talking points said. It concluded by saying: "You alone can end this case." 



The two other defendants in the new case include a sibling of two of the trial defendants -- Abdulkarim Shafii Farah, 24, of Minneapolis -- who had not previously been charged in the case. The fifth defendant is a Seattle woman, Ladan Mohamed Ali, 31, who was accused of dropping off the bag of cash at the juror's home. The juror was not home at the time and Ms. Mohamed Ali reportedly left the bag with a relative, according to the F.B.I.



Prosecutors said they found the talking points on the phone of one of the trial defendants, but it was not clear whether they were conveyed to the juror.



Andrew M. Luger, the U.S. attorney in Minnesota, said he was grateful that the juror, a 23-year-old woman, reported the incident to the authorities. 



"This is more than just a mob movie," Mr. Luger told reporters Wednesday morning.  "This is a chilling attack on our system of justice."







This photo supplied by the U.S. attorney's office for Minnesota shows cash from a bag that prosecutors say was left at the home of a juror in a massive fraud case this month.




On June 2, prosecutors said that Ms. Mohamed Ali handed a relative of the juror a Hallmark gift bag emblazoned with butterflies and flowers that contained nearly $120,000 in wads of $100, $50 and $20 bills. They added that before leaving, Ms. Mohamed Ali told the relative that a new bag with cash would be delivered if the trial ended in an acquittal. 
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Bowman Falls to Latimer in a Loss for Progressive Democrats



Representative Jamaal Bowman of New York, a member of the House's left-wing "squad," was defeated by George Latimer in a race that exposed Democratic fissures.




"We should not be well adjusted to a sick society," Representative Jamaal Bowman told supporters in his concession speech.




By Nicholas Fandos


Jun 26, 2024


Representative Jamaal Bowman of New York, one of Congress's most outspoken progressives, suffered a stinging primary defeat on Tuesday, according to The Associated Press, unable to overcome a record-shattering campaign from pro-Israel groups and a slate of self-inflicted blunders.



Mr. Bowman was defeated by George Latimer, the Westchester County executive, in a race that became the year's ugliest intraparty brawl and the 
most expensive House primary
 in history.



It 
began last fall
 when Mr. Bowman stepped forward as one of the leading critics of how Israelis were carrying out their war with Hamas. But the contest grew into 
a broader proxy fight
 around the future of the Democratic Party, exposing painful fractures over race, class and ideology in a diverse district that includes parts of Westchester County and the Bronx.



Mr. Bowman, the district's first Black congressman and a committed democratic socialist, never wavered from his calls for a cease-fire in Gaza or left-wing economic priorities. Down in the polls, he repeatedly accused his white opponent of racism and 
used expletives in denouncing
 the pro-Israel groups as a "Zionist regime" trying to buy the election.



His positions on the war and economic issues electrified the national progressives, who undertook 
an 11th-hour rescue mission
 led by Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York. But they ultimately did little to win over skeptical voters and only emboldened his adversaries.



A super PAC affiliated with the American Israel Public Affairs Committee, a pro-Israel lobby, 
dumped $15 million into defeating him
, more than any outside group has ever spent on a House race.




In his acceptance speech, Mr. Latimer said he would push for bipartisanship in Washington and diminish the influence of extremist views.




Mr. Latimer, a moderate with a loyal local following, offered voters a return to more traditional Democratic politics. Centrists and Jewish voters flocked to him. Mr. Bowman alienated others with his far-left views and a string of embarrassing gaffes he struggled to explain, most notably the decision to 
pull a false fire alarm
 in a House office building last fall.



The result
 was not close. With 88 percent of the votes counted, Mr. Latimer was winning 58 percent to 42 percent.



Given the district's overwhelming Democratic makeup, Mr. Latimer is expected to easily win the general election. At 70, he would be among the oldest House freshmen and most likely would provide a reliable vote for party leaders.



Addressing supporters in suburban White Plains, Mr. Latimer said he would fight for bipartisanship in Washington and inclusivity at home, but he also took aim at extreme viewpoints in both parties.



"We have to look at the arguments of the far right and the far left and say, 'you cannot destroy this country with your rhetoric and your arguments,'" he said.



Mr. Bowman, 48, struck a defiant tone in his concession speech. He accused AIPAC and other super PACs involved in the race of spending huge sums to "brainwash people into believing something that isn't true" and contended that "when we say 'Free Palestine' it is not antisemitic."



"I would like to make a public apology for sometimes using foul language," he said. "But we should not be well adjusted to a sick society."



The election result was an excruciating blow for the left.



The movement once held up Mr. Bowman's upset win in a Democratic primary in 2020, just two years after Ms. Ocasio-Cortez's, 
as proof of the left's ascent
. Now, with the pendulum swinging back toward the party's center, he is the first member of the House's "squad" of young, left-wing lawmakers of color to lose a seat -- and may not be the last.



AIPAC and other pro-Israel groups are already 
targeting Representative Cori Bush of Missouri
 ahead of an August primary, and progressives fear that the groups' show of force in New York will chill criticism of Israel in Congress as the war grinds on.



A former middle school principal representing one of the nation's most Jewish districts, Mr. Bowman was an unlikely partisan in a conflict 5,600 miles away. Four years ago, he actually criticized his opponent, the chairman of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, for spending too much time on issues so far from his district.



But after the war's outbreak, Mr. Bowman threw himself into the Palestinian cause, framing it as an extension of his work for children and racial justice at home.



Though he repeatedly condemned Hamas, Mr. Bowman was among the first lawmakers to call for a cease-fire, just days after Hamas's Oct. 7 attack; to accuse Israel of committing genocide in Gaza; and to call for the United States to cut off all funding to its ally.



His supporters saw a valiant humanitarian stand and argued Mr. Bowman was speaking for the Black and Latino voters who make up roughly half the district's population.



But at home, many Jewish voters, including some who eagerly helped elect him in 2020, felt betrayed.



Mr. Bowman did not visit a synagogue in the weeks after the Oct. 7 attack and has spoken since in terms that some saw as antisemitic, as when he 
suggested "the Jews"
 in his district had intentionally chosen to live apart from other people.



Mr. Latimer, a more traditional supporter of Israel, entered the race in December at the urging of local rabbis and a Westchester County Democratic establishment that never moved past grudges from 2020.



"After Jamaal Bowman really denied the Jewish experience -- and more specifically the Israeli experience -- after Oct. 7, I sort of realized: 'This guy is not willing to see reason, and he's got to go,'" said Raphael Rosen, a kidney doctor from New Rochelle.



He added: "A lot of strong Israel supporters supported him in 2020, and I've heard all of them kind of say that that was a big mistake."



AIPAC's involvement further inflamed the race. A bipartisan group dedicated to advancing Israel's interests in the United States, it has taken an increasingly active role in electoral politics lately to try to stamp out growing skepticism for Israel among Democrats, particularly young progressives.



Mr. Bowman presented not only a vulnerable target, but an opportunity to send a message.



The group bundled $2 million in contributions directly to Mr. Latimer, while its super PAC, United Democracy Project, spent seven times more than Mr. Bowman's allies combined.



The ads almost never mentioned Israel itself, instead attacking Mr. Bowman as a disloyal Democrat for voting against President Biden's landmark infrastructure bill and a bipartisan deal to avert a debt crisis.



Mr. Bowman and his allies spent the race's final weeks trying to discredit AIPAC. It culminated on Saturday in a rally in the South Bronx, miles outside Mr. Bowman's district, in which he hurled curses at AIPAC, calling it a racist Republican front undermining the democratic process. The super PAC receives considerable funding from Republican donors.



On the ground, though, even some of Mr. Bowman's allies conceded that his campaign was in trouble long before the group got involved, hamstrung by unforced errors, staff churn and strategic missteps.



The biggest took place last fall when Mr. Bowman, in a hurry to get to the Capitol, 
pulled the fire alarm
. He later apologized, but he was charged with a misdemeanor, and the timing, just a week before Oct. 7, could hardly have been worse.



Opposition researchers turned up old blog posts 
dabbling in 9/11 conspiracy theories
 and 
publicized video
 of Mr. Bowman calling reports that Hamas sexually abused Israeli women during its attack "propaganda." (He later apologized.)



Relatively few Democrats in the area stepped up to defend him. Some explained that in four years in office, the congressman had rarely shown interest in getting to know their communities.



Mr. Latimer campaigned as Mr. Bowman's stylistic and ideological opposite. He favored unflashy campaign stops at train stations and senior centers. He stressed the need to work with Republicans, though the bitterness of his criticism of Mr. Bowman, calling him a showboat chasing social media stardom, surprised some supporters.



Mr. Latimer repeatedly got himself in trouble by 
using language
 that his opponents called race baiting. He charged that Mr. Bowman did not ever "mention people who are not Black or brown" and later accused him of trying to "play the ethnic game."



He also refused to answer questions about Mr. Biden's handling of the war in Gaza or criticize Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel, effectively staking out a position well to the right of his party.



His supporters, though, did not seem bothered.



"Everybody's not perfect, but what I like most about him is he just comes out for real," said Mercedes Humphry, a Black retiree in Yonkers, Mr. Bowman's hometown. "You can feel that he cares about you."



Reporting was contributed by 
Shayla Colon
, 
Claire Fahy
, 
Molly Longman
 and 
Bernard Mokam
.
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J.D. Vance Says He'll Be Disappointed if Trump Doesn't Pick Him for V.P.



Donald J. Trump's increasingly theatrical selection process is entering its final phase, with his leading candidates participating in a series of Fox News interviews to make their case.




Senator J.D. Vance, right, is among the top contenders for Donald J. Trump's vice-presidential pick. The Trump campaign has fed speculation that an announcement could happen as soon as this week.




By Michael C. Bender


Jun 26, 2024


Senator J.D. Vance of Ohio has long been considered one of Donald J. Trump's top running mate choices and worked as hard as anyone to win the job -- raising money for the campaign, speaking with a seemingly endless stream of cable news reporters and even sitting in the Manhattan courtroom with the former president to demonstrate his support.



Now, as Mr. Trump's increasingly theatrical selection process enters its final phase, Mr. Vance acknowledged Wednesday that he would feel a tinge of dejection if he were not the pick.



"I'm human, right?" Mr. Vance said when asked about that scenario in an interview on Fox News. "So when you know this thing is a possibility, if it doesn't happen, there is certainly going to be a little bit of disappointment."



Asked earlier in the interview if he was on a short-list of candidates, Mr. Vance said he was probably one of several contenders and conveyed nonchalance at the ultimate outcome. "They'll ask me if they ask me, and if they don't that's fine," he said.



Mr. Trump has said he would announce his pick closer to the Republican National Convention next month, but his campaign has fed speculation that an announcement could happen as soon as this week.



Mr. Vance and other top contenders for the job, including Gov. Doug Burgum of North Dakota and Senator Marco Rubio of Florida, have been invited to join Mr. Trump in Atlanta on Thursday for the former president's first debate this year with President Biden, campaign aides said. Mr. Vance's interview is the first of a series announced by Fox News on Tuesday that will feature a handful of the leading prospects. Mr. Burgum and Senator Tim Scott of South Carolina will also appear in the coming days to essentially pitch themselves to viewers on their qualifications to be vice president, alongside their significant others.



Mr. Vance and his wife, Usha, sat for an interview at their home in Ohio. When asked about what issue she may focus on if she became "second lady," Ms. Vance laughed off the question, saying it was "getting a little ahead of ourselves there."



She described the experience of her husband's first campaign less than two years ago as a shock.



"It was so different than anything we had ever done before," Ms. Vance said. "But it was an adventure, and so I guess the way that I'd put it is I'm not raring to change anything about our lives right now. But I believe in J.D. and I love him. So we'll just sort of see what happens with our lives. We're open."



Asked about the possibility of debating Vice President Kamala Harris, a former prosecutor, Mr. Vance joked that he would be well prepared after being married to Ms. Vance, a former clerk for Supreme Court Chief Justice John Roberts.



"I have to debate this litigator all the time, so I think I'd do OK there," he said.



Mr. Vance said he would push for more manufacturing jobs, more school choice and immigration policy that focused on deportations and building a wall along the southern border.



He said Democrats often attacked Republicans as insensitive to Black voters and the poor, but that "they really can't pull that with me, right, because I grew up in a poor family, and I was raised in a working-class community."



"I do think there is something just about my biography that makes it a little bit harder for these guys to attack me," he said.



Michael M. Grynbaum
 contributed reporting.
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In N.Y. Assembly Primaries, Incumbency Outweighs Political Differences



While many contested races had moderate and left-leaning Democrats squaring off, the deciding factor seemed to be the power of incumbency.




Assemblywoman Stefani Zinerman won her primary with support from powerful Democrats like the Democratic House leader, Hakeem Jeffries.




By Jeffery C. Mays


Jun 26, 2024


Across New York, a slew of Democratic primaries for State Assembly on Tuesday were expected to extend the battle lines 
between moderate and progressive
 Democrats over the direction of the party, a fight that has been raging since 2018.



Instead, the prevailing factor seemed to be the power of incumbency. From Brooklyn to Buffalo, only one sitting Assembly member lost a primary on Tuesday: Juan Ardila, who resisted calls to resign after accusations of sexual misconduct resurfaced last year, finished a distant third in Queens.



In one of the most-watched races, Assemblywoman Stefani Zinerman defeated Eon Huntley, who was supported by the Democratic Socialists of America. Ms. Zinerman, who represents the Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood in Brooklyn, had the support of two of the biggest Democratic names in the state, Hakeem Jeffries, the House Democratic leader, and Letitia James, the New York State attorney general.



In the Hudson Valley, Didi Barrett, a six-term assemblywoman, turned back a challenge from Claire Cousin, 31, who was backed by the Working Families Party.



And in the Bronx, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto, who leads the Education Committee, beat back a democratic socialist, Jonathan Soto, a former organizer for Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, for a second time.



"I'm hoping this evening has taught the D.S.A. a lesson," Ms. Zinerman said in an interview after her victory speech. "They could have a meaningful relationship with Democrats if they stopped running against us. They don't want to build, they want to win."



Mr. Huntley said the race showed that many voters are ready to "support an alternative to the status quo."



But D.S.A. candidates also saw success on Tuesday. In the Hudson Valley, Assemblywoman Sarahana Shrestha decisively defeated Gabriella Madden, a staff member for the assemblyman Ms. Shrestha unseated in 2022.



Ms. Madden had accused Ms. Shrestha of prioritizing rhetoric over results. On Tuesday evening, Ms. Shrestha 
posted a screenshot
 of the election results on X with the caption: "Results check, rhetoric check."



In Brooklyn, Emily Gallagher, a Democratic assemblywoman backed by D.S.A., defeated two challengers seeking to represent a North Brooklyn district.



And in Queens, a D.S.A.-backed candidate, Claire Valdez, defeated Mr. Ardila. Ms. Valdez attributed her victory to her support for "tenant-power" labor protections, and calls for a cease-fire in Gaza.



The results allowed mainstream and left-leaning Democrats to claim victory and progress in an intraparty fight that blossomed in 2018 when Ms. Ocasio-Cortez defeated Joe Crowley, once viewed as a potential future House speaker.



That same year, six state senators who once formed the Independent Democratic Conference, a breakaway group of Democrats that worked with Republicans, were swept out of office.



The victories lifted the hopes of progressive Democrats across the state and led to significant legislative changes around criminal justice and housing. Six years later, issues like the war in Gaza, crime, and congestion pricing have rekindled the fight for the party's direction.



Ms. Zinerman saw efforts by the democratic socialists to defeat her as an attack on the "legacy" Black power base in Bedford-Stuyvesant where she is fighting issues like deed theft and gun violence. Mr. Huntley, who, like Ms. Zinerman, is Black, argued that younger voters felt their concerns about affordable housing and the cost of child care were being ignored.




Eon Huntley, a candidate backed by Democratic Socialists of America, lost his bid to unseat Assemblywoman Stefani Zinerman.




In East Harlem, Assemblyman Eddie Gibbs, who is Black, defeated Xavier Santiago, who is Latino and the head of the local community board. Representatives Jerry Nadler and Adriano Espaillat supported Mr. Santiago. Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie and Mayor Eric Adams backed Mr. Gibbs.



The race, which pivoted on racial representation, was contentious right up to Primary Day, when the police and election officials had to break up a row about electioneering outside a local school.




Assemblyman Eddie Gibbs said that his opponent was backed by forces that wanted a Latino to represent the East Harlem district.




Mr. Gibbs maintained that opposition to his re-election was pushed by forces that wanted a Latino to represent the district, which is 41 percent Hispanic.



"Today's election was the second consecutive election cycle where politicians threw everything but the kitchen sink at me," Mr. Gibbs said. "But the voters sent a clear message: Unity will always prevail over divisiveness."



Mr. Gibbs's victory was one of two Primary Day blows to Mr. Espaillat. He also backed Leonardo Coello in his unsuccessful bid to defeat Assemblyman Landon Dais, who is Black, in the South Bronx.



Basil Smikle, director of the Public Policy Program at Hunter College, said the losses are not likely to hurt Mr. Espaillat's growing influence.



"He still has an opportunity to create a very significant voting bloc that starts in his district and extends beyond," Mr. Smikle said. "He has a strong start in consolidating that power."



And in Westchester County, Assemblywoman MaryJane Shimsky won a heated contest against her predecessor, Thomas J. Abinanti.



Mr. Abinanti had accused Ms. Shimsky, who defeated him in a 2022 primary, of selling out the district and stealing his email list. Ms. Shimsky strenuously denied both claims.



"It's not the only primary which might, in some sense, be considered a grudge primary, but it's certainly the one that has the most venom in it," she said.



Grace Ashford
 contributed reporting.
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Boebert Wins a Crowded Primary After Swapping Districts in Colorado



The victory by the MAGA lawmaker in the conservative eastern part of the state put her on track to another term in the House, after she abandoned a more politically competitive district.




Representative Lauren Boebert's victory in the primary nearly guarantees that she will prevail over her Democratic rival in November in Colorado's solidly red Fourth Congressional District.




By Carl Hulse


Jun 26, 2024


Representative Lauren Boebert, the MAGA lightning rod who switched districts in Colorado to avoid being ousted from the House, won a crowded Republican primary on Tuesday in a conservative area of the state, all but ensuring that she will serve another two years in Congress.



Ms. Boebert, a two-term Republican, overcame multiple challengers in the eastern plains of Colorado, nearly guaranteeing that she will prevail over her Democratic rival in November in the solidly red Fourth Congressional District. The Associated Press called the race for her less than half an hour after polls closed as she led by a wide margin.



An outspoken right-wing lawmaker, Ms. Boebert first won her seat in 2020 after upsetting an incumbent Republican in a primary. She made a name for herself with strong pro-gun views, packing a Glock on her hip and encouraging staff at her now closed restaurant to openly carry handguns. In Congress, she has become known for her strident MAGA views and has become entangled in a series of personal scrapes, including being ejected from a Denver theater in a lascivious episode that was caught on closed-circuit camera.



Facing a strong Democratic threat in the sprawling western Colorado district where she was first elected, Ms. Boebert chose to relocate to eastern Colorado to give herself a better chance of remaining in the House -- and it appears to have worked.



The seat was vacated earlier this year by Ken Buck, a Republican who 
left Congress before the end of his term
 and will be replaced temporarily by Greg Lopez, a Republican former mayor of Parker who won a separate special election on Tuesday. Ms. Boebert did not run in the special election, since that would have required her giving up her current seat, cutting into the thin Republican majority.



Former President Donald J. Trump endorsed her, and her national profile helped her raise significantly more money than her five primary opponents, who split the anti-Boebert vote and enabled her victory despite claims that she was carpetbagging by suddenly changing her residence.



Ms. Boebert 
narrowly won re-election
 in her original district in 2022 by just over 500 votes and would have again faced a challenge from Adam Frisch, a Democrat who made the race close two years ago with little outside help. This go-round, he was drawing strong financial support from Democrats who saw a chance to oust Ms. Boebert.



Now, with Ms. Boebert gone, Democrats are hoping to pick up the seat she now holds in the conservative district, which includes high-end ski resorts as well as energy facilities and working ranches. Democrats boosted a right-wing conservative in a crowded primary there, gambling that a far-right Republican might be easier for Mr. Frisch to defeat in November.



But the effort came up short when Jeff Hurd, a Grand Junction lawyer, won the Republican nomination on Tuesday, giving the party establishment the candidate it preferred against Mr. Frisch.
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Why U.S. Schools Are Facing Their Biggest Budget Crunch in Years



Federal pandemic aid helped keep school districts afloat, but that money is coming to an end.




A flow of pandemic aid dollars will come to an end in September, leaving districts to deal with declining student enrollment and tighter budgets.




By Sarah Mervosh and Madeleine Ngo


Jun 26, 2024


After several cash-flush pandemic years, school districts across the country are facing budget shortfalls, with pressure closing in on multiple fronts.



A flow of federal dollars -- $122 billion meant to help schools recover from the pandemic -- is running dry in September, leaving schools with less money for tutors, summer school and other supports that have funded pandemic recovery efforts over the last three years.



At the same time, declining student enrollment -- a consequence of lower birthrates and a growing school choice movement -- is catching up to some districts.



The result: Districts across the country must make tough decisions about cuts that will affect millions of families as soon as the next school year. The cuts, which many districts put off during the pandemic, could interrupt the recovery of U.S. students, who by and large 
have not made up their pandemic losses
.



"I'm concerned that too many state and district leaders had their heads in the sand about the coming fiscal cliff, and now they are being confronted with really painful decisions," said Thomas S. Dee, a Stanford University professor who has studied student enrollment trends.



The cutbacks span districts rich and poor. In the Edmonds, Wash., school district, an upper-middle income area north of Seattle, music classes were 
a target of district slashes
, mobilizing a local foundation to raise more than $200,000 to try to save them. In Montgomery County, Md., an upscale suburb, the district is 
slightly increasing class sizes
 to save money.



But experts say the cuts are likely to be felt most in low-income and urban school areas -- districts that received larger shares of federal pandemic aid, and that have 
also been hit hard
 by declining student enrollment.



When students leave the public school system, districts receive less state and federal money. Losing too many students can strain district budgets, which come with fixed costs. Salaries and benefits, for example, make up about 80 percent of a typical budget.




In Washington State, the Foundation for Edmonds School District hosted an "Ales for the Arts" fund-raising event at a local brewery. The group is campaigning to save music classes from district cuts. 




In many districts, enrollment has been dropping for years. But the pandemic "accelerated that decline," said Dr. Dee, whose research has found that U.S. public schools lost more than 1 million students between 2019 and 2022. About half of the decline can be explained by population trends, but much of the rest is driven by a sustained interest in private school and home-schooling, Dr. Dee found.



"It's been clear for a while now -- at least two years -- that the enrollment declines appear to be the new normal," he said.



High inflation in recent years has also driven up costs. Many districts gave out larger raises than usual to remain competitive, which is now more difficult for them to sustain, said Marguerite Roza, the director of the Edunomics Lab at Georgetown University.



At the same time, many states are facing slower revenue growth and "might not really be in a position to give out bigger than normal increases to districts," Dr. Roza said.



Some districts used their pandemic aid to help plug holes in their budget, making the current moment particularly perilous.



That was the case 
in Minneapolis
, which has been losing students and faced a deficit of more than $100 million. About 300 teaching positions are being cut.



Without the extra funding, Minneapolis would most likely have had to lay off staff or make other dramatic changes earlier, just as students were trying to recover from the pandemic, said Ibrahima Diop, the district's senior financial officer.



The district chose to continue to invest in instruction. "That is what everybody should have been doing, because doing that meant you were supporting students," Mr. Diop said.



Hartford, Conn., made a similar trade-off: The district used stimulus dollars to fund 260 positions, including school counselors, social workers and academic tutors -- positions that officials heard "loud and clear" were needed to support students, said Leslie Torres-Rodriguez, the superintendent.



But the district, which has dealt with budget woes and declining enrollment, now must shuffle employees to other positions in an attempt to reduce layoffs. "Those districts that are facing the most acute cliffs now are the ones that spent most of the money on servicing and programming for students," Dr. Torres-Rodriguez said.



Some districts tried to stave off potential layoffs, but even they are planning cuts to programs. 



Officials for Baltimore City Public Schools were "very careful from the beginning" to make investments that did not result in abrupt cuts once the relief funds ran out, said Alison Perkins-Cohen, the district's chief of staff. District officials did not use the money to hire new permanent workers in schools or raise teacher salaries, she said.



Instead, Baltimore provided tutoring, gave one-time stipends to teachers and upgraded bathrooms, science labs and HVAC systems.



Yet Baltimore will still have to reduce some tutoring contracts and may have to scale back summer school next year, programs that had been funded with federal dollars. 



Waterbury, Conn., has also been able to avoid layoffs, in large part because it tried not to hire many new staff members with the relief funds, said Verna Ruffin, the district's superintendent.



Still, Dr. Ruffin said, officials will no longer be able to offer students a 24/7 virtual tutoring program for the coming school year. And they will have to scale back after-school enrichment programs that give students the opportunity to visit museums and attend plays and concerts.



Birmingham, Ala., is among the districts that have made 
outsize academic progress
 since the pandemic, but now must decide which programs to keep.



A program that gave students extra instructional time over fall, winter and spring breaks yielded promising results, according to 
an analysis by the Public Affairs Research Council of Alabama
. 



But the district must now cut one session -- over winter break -- and can no longer afford to pay teachers a higher, $60 an hour rate to participate, said the Birmingham superintendent, Mark Sullivan.



A free after-school program, which was subsidized with pandemic aid, will move back to a paid model, a change Dr. Sullivan was loath to make. He knows the cost -- about $160 a month, for a single student -- could be the difference between paying a bill for many poor and working-class parents in his district.



The district must also cut 70 positions financed with stimulus dollars.



Dr. Sullivan said he did not regret making the short-term hires of mental health counselors, math and reading interventionists and other specialists to get students through the worst of the pandemic. The federal aid represented a rare opportunity for his district, where money is tight and nearly 90 percent of students qualify for free or reduced-price lunch.



"When you are able to provide supports that students desperately need, even if we can do it for a short period of time," he said, "I think that was worth it."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/26/us/schools-budget-cuts-pandemic-aid.html
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Ron Simons, Who Brought Black Stories to Broadway, Dies at 63



He left a career in tech and found success as a producer, winning four Tonys. His mission: staging productions about underrepresented communities.




Ron Simons in 2011. He had modest success as an actor but found his calling as a producer of films and plays.




By Richard Sandomir


Jun 22, 2024


Ron Simons, who left his job as an executive at Microsoft to pursue his dream of acting but later found his metier as a theatrical producer -- one of the relatively few Black ones on Broadway -- and won four Tony Awards, died on June 12. He was 63.



His death was announced by Simonsays Entertainment, his production company. A spokesman declined to say where he died or provide the cause of death.



Mr. Simons had been acting for about a decade, but was unhappy with the roles he was being offered, when he started producing in 2009. He believed that his experience as an actor and businessman would serve him well as a producer.



"I've found that many businesspeople can handle the question of financial viability but can't judge a good story, so as an artist I also have that area of expertise," 
he told DC Theater Arts
 in 2020. "Plus, even if it's a good story, it has to be crafted to take it to the stage, so the leadership must understand how to get it there."



Success came quickly. He was 
a producer
 of 
"The Gershwins' Porgy and Bess,"
 starring Audra McDonald and Norm Lewis, which won the Tony for best revival of a musical in 2012. Mr. Simons won a second Tony a year later for best play for "
Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike
," a comedy by Christopher Durang about three middle-aged siblings.



"He was an actor who'd gone to business school, and there was a sense of humanity about him," Cheryl Wiesenfeld, a producer of both shows, said in a phone interview. She added that Mr. Simons brought a critical asset to producing -- money -- but also "a zest, curiosity, intelligence and knowledge."



In 2014, he won his third Tony, for best musical, for "
A Gentleman's Guide to Love & Murder
," and three years later, he received his fourth, for best revival of a play, for "
Jitney
," by August Wilson, about a storefront taxi company in a Black neighborhood in Pittsburgh.



"Jitney" underscored Mr. Simons's mission to produce projects about underrepresented people and communities. It is one of 10 plays in 
Mr. Wilson's American Century Cycle
 about the African American experience in the 20th century.



"In these political times, it is so, so important to share works of diverse voices," Mr. Simons 
said in an interview with WAMC-FM
 in Albany, N.Y., in 2017. He added, "I think it's really, really, really, really key that we uphold and promote and give voice to these diverse voices who are under siege right now and those who might not be directly under siege but who are ignored by mainstream entertainment and arts organizations."



He also received Tony nominations for best musical as part of the team of producers of "Ain't Too Proud: The Life and Times of the Temptations," in 2019, and for best revival, in 2022, of "
For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide/When the Rainbow is Enuf
," a series of monologues by 
Ntozake Shange
 about the experiences of Black women set to dance and song. He was a lead producer of the play with Nelle Nugent.




The play "For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide/When the Rainbow is Enuf," was nominated for a Tony for best revival in 2022.




Mr. Simons understood that staging works about -- and by -- people of color is not easy, partly because there were few producers like him and because of the perception that stories about Black people are not commercial enough for Broadway.



"George Floyd didn't have a voice, so we can be his voice and tell his story," he told DC Theater Arts. "Storytelling grabs you by the heart, and through it we can engage, educate and maybe even change. That's my dream. Also that more white producers and theater owners will produce and present more stories of color."




Mr. Simons in his home office in 2022.




Ronald Keith Simons was born on Nov. 30, 1960, in Detroit. He became interested in acting in high school and he joked in a 
TedxBroadway Talk in 2018
 that his "star turn" was a small role as a sharecropper in a high school production of the musical "Finian's Rainbow."



He majored in English and information systems at Columbia College, from which he received a bachelor's degree in 1982, and went to work as a software engineer at Hewlett-Packard. But it was not an easy decision. He wanted to act -- he had applied to the Yale School of Drama (now the David Geffen School of Drama at Yale University) -- but knew that the profession was risky and that his mother and grandparents needed his financial help.



"I thought: 'OK, one day. Not today'," he recalled in 
an interview with the Microsoft Alumni Network,
 which noted that he left the company with a lot of stock options. "'Maybe not tomorrow. Maybe not even next year, but you will become an actor. You will become an artist and move into the entertainment space.'"



After three years at Hewlett-Packard, he was hired as an applications project manager by IntelliCorp, where he worked from 1985 to 1988, then moved to Microsoft in 1989 as a product manager, which he held through 1992. He also earned a master of business administration degree from Columbia Business School in 1989 and a master of fine arts from the University of Washington in 2001.



After leaving Microsoft, he acted around the country with the Classical Theater of Harlem, Seattle Repertory Theater, the Utah Shakespeare Festival and the Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park. He performed occasionally on television in programs like the "Law & Order" franchise and in films like "The Assassin" (2007) and "27 Dresses" (2008).



His first project as a producer was "
Night Catches Us
," a 2010 film starring Anthony Mackie and Kerry Washington about a former Black Panther who returns home to Philadelphia for his father's funeral.




Mr. Simons's first project as a producer was the 2010 film "Night Catches Us." 




"I was really taken by the script because I had never seen a movie where the characters were two former Black Panthers," he said in a 2015 interview 
with University of Washington Magazine
.



He was initially an associate producer. But when the film's lead financier dropped out, "I got a bunch of books on producing and I read them," he said. He also played a role in the film, which premiered at the Sundance Film Festival.



From then on, Mr. Simons balanced producing films and stage works. He was an executive producer of films including "
Gun Hill Road
" (2011), about an ex-con who, after leaving prison, learns that his wife is estranged from him and that his son is undergoing a gender transition; "
Blue Caprice
" (2013), based on the terror unleashed by the Beltway sniper in the Washington area in 2002, and "
Mother of George
" (2013), about the culture clash of a Nigerian couple living in Brooklyn.



Mr. Simon's other Broadway credits include a multiracial revival of Tennessee Williams's "
A Streetcar Named Desire
" (2012), starring Blair Underwood and Nicole Ari Parker; "
The Gin Game
" (2015), with Cicely Tyson and James Earl Jones as residents of a retirement home, and "
Thoughts of a Colored Man
" (2021), the playwright Keenan Scott II's mosaic of speeches, poems and songs for seven performers of color.



Complete information about Mr. Simons's survivors was not immediately available.




Mr. Simons at the opening night for "Turn Me Loose" in 2016. He was lead producer for the play, which was about the comedian Dick Gregory.




In 2016, Mr. Simons was a lead producer of "
Turn Me Loose
," an Off Broadway play about 
Dick Gregory
 (played by Joe Morton), the groundbreaking Black comedian and civil rights activist.



Eric Falkenstein, one of the play's three other lead producers, recalled Mr. Simons taking the stage after the opening night performance at the Westside Theater and saying that he was going to hand something to each of his white partners.



"Ron was truly a showman who had great presence," Mr. Falkenstein said by phone. "He said: 'This is your official Black card. You're now a full member of the club.'"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/22/arts/ron-simons-dead.html
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Taylor Wily, 'Hawaii Five-0' and 'Forgetting Sarah Marshall' Actor, Dies at 56



He spent his early career as a professional sumo wrestler.




Taylor Wily attended a 2017 "Hawaii Five-0" event at Queen's Surf Beach in Waikiki, Hawaii.




By Emmett Lindner


Jun 21, 2024


Taylor Wily, who played a shrimp truck vendor and a police informant on the television reboot of "Hawaii Five-0," and who earlier was an acclaimed professional sumo wrestler, died on Thursday. He was 56.



Paul Almond, a legal representative for Mr. Wily, confirmed his death. A location and cause of death were not immediately available.



Mr. Wily starred as Kamekona in more than 170 episodes of "Hawaii Five-0," a reimagining, from 2010-2020, of the 1970s crime drama that followed the escapades of state police officers in Hawaii. His character became a fan favorite, morphing into the show's resident entrepreneur, running a shaved-ice business and a helicopter tour company alongside his shrimp venture.



"'Hawaii Five-0' could become 'Kamekona Five-0,'" Masi Oka, who played Dr. Max Bergman on the later series, said in a 2012 
interview
 with CBS.



The series followed a fictional state police unit that seemed to routinely crave shrimp. Mr. Wily's character was a warm and comedic presence that resonated with viewers as well as with residents in Hawaii.



Peter Lenkov, a producer of the series, said on 
social media
 that he had been drawn to Mr. Wily from his first audition, and that he had been impressed enough to make his character a recurring one.



In the role of Kemo, a hotel staff member in Hawaii in the 2008 film "Forgetting Sarah Marshall," Mr. Wily provided support to Jason Segel's character, a jilted boyfriend who encounters his ex-girlfriend vacationing with her new paramour in the same spot. Mr. Wily's quiet humor brought levity to situations that involved heartbreak and loss.



Taylor Tuli Wily was born on June 14, 1968, in Honolulu. Although he was known for his tender demeanor, he could be an intimidating physical presence, standing over six feet tall and weighing at times more than 400 pounds.



In 1987, a friend introduced him to sumo wrestling, on the promise that the friend wouldn't tell Mr. Wily's mother. Soon after, he competed in a tournament.



"I won a case of Spam and some rice, and that was it, I was into sumo," Mr. Wily said in a 
2016 interview
 with Sherdog, a YouTube channel dedicated to the Ultimate Fighting Championship.



In the same interview, Mr. Wily also discussed why he was billed as Teila Tuli for his U.F.C. match. "They didn't want me to come with such an English name," he said. "So I took Taylor and spelled it the way we spell it here in Polynesia, Teila, and used my middle name, Tuli, and got rid of Wily."



He added, smiling, that he hoped the admission wouldn't send bill collectors his way.



For two years, he competed in Japan as a sumo wrestler under the name Takamishu. He won several championships, eventually reaching the makushita division, the third-highest in the league, and he became the first wrestler born outside Japan to win a title match.



He left the sport in 1989, citing knee injuries, and pivoted to mixed martial arts. Mr. Wily 
fought in the first
 Ultimate Fighting Championship, in 1993, where he lost by a technical knockout.



He first appeared on television in a 1982 episode of "Magnum, P.I.," and he made several guest appearances on shows that included "Marker" and "North Shore."



His survivors include his wife, Halona Wily, and two children.



In a 
2014 interview
 with Hawaii News Now, Mr. Wily discussed his appreciation for his role in "Hawaii Five-0," and what the experience meant to him.



"It's the best job in the world -- you get to play Hollywood but be right here in Hawaii," he said. "Home."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/21/arts/television/taylor-wily-dead-hawaii-five-0.html
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Behind The Journalism



Politicians Can Bend the Truth. Here's How We Bend It Back.



When candidates take to a lectern, we are there to fact-check their claims and bring you the truth.








By Susanna Timmons


Jun 24, 2024


True or false is fine for pop quizzes and trivia games, but in politics, things are rarely that clear-cut.



"Murky" is how 
Linda Qiu
, a fact-checker for nearly a decade, describes many of the claims she vets. Qiu is the point person for The New York Times during political debates, conventions, rallies and State of the Union addresses. Her job: Sifting through campaign rhetoric -- and outright lies -- to reveal the truth.



Here are answers to questions about how our fact-checking works.



How do we rate the statements made by candidates?



"There's a difference between 'exaggerated' and 'misleading' and 'needs context,' and we want to make that clear to readers," Qiu said. As she sees it, the most "pernicious" kind of statement is a misleading one. It seems to be true, she said, "but it is used in a very distorted, deceptive way."



Murky statements fall under "needs context." When candidates give an incomplete account of their role in a bill or leave out some of the history of an event, we give readers the bigger picture.



How do we choose which claims to fact-check?



There are several factors to consider before we decide what to fact-check, according to Margaret Ho, the editor in our Washington bureau who oversees the process.



The frequency or popularity of the claim plays a role. And we pay close attention to news moments when people are trading claims and counterclaims. We also look for instances when unsubstantiated information is the norm.



"If something is skyrocketing across social media, we'll check it," Ho said.



Readers can also email us to suggest a claim to fact-check. You can submit one at 
factcheck@nytimes.com
.



How do we find the facts that debunk a claim?



Our own reporting plays a big role. In addition to our team of reporters covering President Biden and Donald J. Trump, we have many more with deep expertise on the issues. Because we have covered the campaign thoroughly, we can quickly point readers to articles or videos for clarity. We also cite competitors (The Washington Post, Politico and others) that may have a deeper look at a specific topic.



Mostly, though, we take readers to the sources of our own reporting -- the data, studies and other research that we rely on.



Is a candidate suggesting that when they were in office, they kept gas prices down? You 
take a look
. What are the statistics at the Southwest border? Here's what 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
 says. We also link to nonpartisan organizations that specialize in 
public policy
, as well as trusted research groups, including 
Pew Research Center
 and the 
National Bureau of Economic Research
.



How does this work during a live event?



On debate night, dozens of reporters and editors follow the action, carefully listening to the candidates' every word. Many reporters have been covering Biden and Trump for years, and others are so steeped in the issues -- immigration, abortion, the economy -- that they can quickly discern spin from facts. Editors also watch for questions bubbling up online, and Qiu monitors email queries.



Preparation also plays a significant role.



"In the weeks leading up to the debate, I am combing through the candidates' campaign appearances, their rallies, their social media, their interviews with TV news, radio news, and seeing what are the most common talking points," Qiu said. "It's not news to anyone covering politics that candidates repeat themselves -- a lot."



Is all fact-checking equal?



We approach the events we fact-check -- including 
debates
, 
rallies
 and 
State of the Union addresses
 -- with impartiality, evaluating claims from all candidates and all points on the political spectrum.



Trump and Biden are both worthy of fact-checking by virtue of their standing. But Trump's long history of 
false and misleading claims
 has led us to produce more fact-checks on him than any other candidate. We have even reported on the 
technique to his dishonesty
.



In 
a fact-check of Biden
, we made clear the differences in the candidates' approach to the truth.



"We're pretty upfront about the two and how one compares against the other," Ho said. "We're careful not to draw a false equivalence."



They're politicians. Don't people know they like to spin the facts?



Our fact-check answer to that question is ... True. But it is our job to separate the facts from the fiction.



"The point isn't to criticize the politician, like, Hey, gotcha -- you lied," Qiu said. "It's to tell readers why something is the way it is. If someone is making a claim about the economy, I think it's important for people to understand the numbers behind it. It's about the claim and not about the person."



Qiu tracks social media posts, stump speeches and campaign ads for misinformation, but it's the live events like presidential debates that get a lot of attention.



"During these events, it's so fast and you have both candidates rattling statistics and claims at each other and they're both bolstering their own cases as to why they should be president," she said. "It's really important for us to signal to readers, Hey, the evidence that they are giving for their case of themselves as a candidate is factually challenged and needs to be corrected."



"In a democracy, readers should be armed with that knowledge."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/24/insider/new-york-times-fact-checks-candidates.html
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Quotation of the Day: As A.I. Trains, Pay Attention to Fine Print


Jun 27, 2024


"The hardware store that sells you a paintbrush doesn't get to own the painting that you make with it, right?"



SASHA YANSHIN
, a YouTube personality and co-founder of a travel recommendation site, on concern over tech companies' changes to their rules that allow for better access to data of writers, illustrators and visual artists in building A.I.
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Corrections: June 27, 2024



Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, June 27, 2024.


Jun 27, 2024


ARTS



A Critic's Notebook 
article
 on Wednesday about the television show "Doctor Who" referred imprecisely to a kiss between the Doctor and Rogue. It was the Doctor's first openly romantic same-sex kiss of the series, not the first same-sex kiss of the series.



Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email 
nytnews@nytimes.com
. To share feedback, please visit 
nytimes.com/readerfeedback
.



Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to 
letters@nytimes.com
.



For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email 
customercare@nytimes.com
.
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Black Shirts and Banned Flags: Ultras Push Politics at Euro 2024



Hard-core fan groups, embracing a strong nationalistic streak, have provoked pushback from soccer's authorities at the European Championship.




Members of the Carpathian Brigade, a Hungarian ultras group, at a match between Hungary and Switzerland during Euro 2024 this month. The group often echoes the rhetoric of their country's prime minister, Viktor Orban.




By Rory Smith and Christopher F. Schuetze


Jun 26, 2024


The instructions were concise and clear.



Those hoping to march to the stadium with Hungary's fans for their soccer team's first game of 
the European Championship
 were expected to report by 10 a.m. sharp, five hours before kickoff.



A strict dress code would apply. Some could wear black. Others were to stick with red, white and green, the colors of the country's flag. Under no circumstances was there to be any flashiness. "Gaudy colors, clown hats and bagpipes" were all prohibited. They were, prospective marchers were reminded, "going to a soccer stadium, not a circus."



The hectoring and slightly priggish tone felt jarring, considering the source of the orders: the official Facebook page of the Carpathian Brigade, a virulently nationalistic faction of hard-core fans -- ultras, as such groups are known -- that provides the Hungarian national team with its vociferous and volatile backing.



The Carpathian Brigade has, in recent years, become perhaps Europe's most infamous ultra group, its reputation forged by 
clashing with the police
, 
showering opponents with racist abuse
 and 
displaying homophobic banners
. In 2021, during the last European Championship, it had to 
remind members to cover up any Nazi-related tattoos
 so as not to contravene German law.



None of that has stopped its growth. If anything, it has accelerated it. Drawn by the Carpathian Brigade's voluble Hungarian patriotism and unabashed right-wing values -- an ideology that both echoes and trumpets the populist rhetoric of Viktor Orban, the country's prime minister -- the group may now be able to call on as many as 15,000 members.



It is also not alone. Black-clad ultras have been a fixture at Euro 2024 this month, with detachments -- sometimes numbering a few hundred, sometimes a little larger -- visible across Germany and at games involving Albania, Croatia, Romania and Slovakia, among others.




Albanian supporters displaying flags of the Kosovo Liberation Army at a match against Italy during Euro 2024 this month.




Though some of those groups were formed as a response to the Carpathian Brigade, in most cases they do not share either its motivations or its precise political agenda, and none carry quite the same air of menace.



Their presence, though, is an issue for UEFA, European soccer's governing body, which has 
levied fines on a number of countries
 during the tournament, including multiple punishments for "transmitting provocative messages not fit for a sports event." The groups do not just provide a soundtrack and a visual spectacle for games, they also hint at the rising tide of nationalism across Europe.



"It is contagious," said Piara Powar, the executive director of Fare, an anti-discrimination network that monitors extremism within soccer. "For a lot of them, it is theater, more than anything. But you have to be careful playing with this stuff, because the Hungarians are playing for real."



The Carpathian Brigade's power is, certainly, unrivaled. In Cologne, as the group had demanded, the march to the stadium this month was an orderly affair. There was no violence, and no bagpipes.



A few days later, when Hungary faced Germany in Stuttgart, the group pushed the boundaries a little. On that day's march, the crowd sang the melody of Gigi D'Agostino's "L'Amour Toujours," a song banned in Germany because its lyrics are often twisted to "Auslander raus," or "Out with the foreigners."



Such messaging, of course, fits with 
Mr. Orban's worldview
.



Soccer has long been 
a central plank of his politics
: Under his leadership, many of Hungary's 
stadiums have been rebuilt
, millions of dollars have been invested in clubs in Hungarian-majority areas in neighboring countries, and many of the country's professional teams have been taken over by oligarchs close to his governing party, Fidesz.



He has also frequently offered his approval, tacit or otherwise, to the activities of the Carpathian Brigade, even as its actions have drawn fines and punishments.



The Hungarian authorities have, for example, persistently lobbied UEFA to stop Fare, the anti-discrimination group, from monitoring the national team's games and attempted to have some of the Carpathian Brigade's preferred symbols removed from Fare's 
guide on ultranationalist imagery
.



A spokesman for 
Szubjektiv
, one of the few organizations in Hungary that works to promote diversity, suggested in an interview that the Carpathian Brigade's actions -- even when they draw sanctions -- benefit Mr. Orban because they feed into his sense that "Hungary is being oppressed by the rest of Europe," as well as providing a window into what Mr. Orban sees as the "brutal true nature" of Hungary.



The spokesman asked that his name not be published because of the fear of reprisals from the Carpathian Brigade.




Supporters of Albania at a Euro 2024 match. The fans' actions, political and otherwise, at the tournament have led to multiple fines for the country's soccer federation.




That political backing is what differentiates the Carpathian Brigade from its rivals and imitators. The ultra groups that have coalesced around Albania, Croatia, Romania and the rest wear black shirts, too, but only because ultra groups all over Europe do. "It is a way of separating themselves from ordinary fans," said Juraj Vrdoljak, a Croatian writer and former ultra.



While Mr. Vrdoljak acknowledged that most ultras leaned to the right, politically -- "We cannot pretend otherwise," he said -- few are as willing as the Carpathian Brigade is to express such a noxious blend of racism, antisemitism and homophobia.



Mr. Vrdoljak said that most ultras rejected all forms of authority and oversight, and saw their country's soccer authorities, and frequently their governments, as "the main enemy." Last year, Croatia's largest ultra groups, which follow various club teams, came together and decided to allow their members to attend national team games for the first time since 2016. "They wanted a way to be visible, to make their message heard," Mr. Vrdoljak said.



The same is true for Romania: During the country's first game in Euro 2024, its ultras unveiled a banner protesting their own persecution. Ultras who for years disdained the national team are present in Germany to "show people we need to be against the police and against the federation," said Cosmin, a Romanian ultra interviewed before that game in Munich who would give only his first name for fear of attracting the attention of the authorities.



While Romania's ultra factions have resisted the attempts of the far-right presidential candidate George Simion to associate himself with them -- "Maybe he went to a few games, but he is not an ultra," Cosmin said -- they have a defined nationalistic streak.



This year, a game against Kosovo was almost abandoned because of persistent chants from Romania's ultras asserting that Kosovo belonged to Serbia and that "Bessarabia" -- its eastern neighbor Moldova -- belonged to Romania.



In Germany, Romanian supporters have displayed the flag of Greater Romania, a geographic construct that denies neighboring Moldova its sovereignty. At other matches, that sense of grievance over history or geography has emerged via standards championing Greater Albania, Greater Serbia and, of course, Greater Hungary.



Those motifs have caused a headache for UEFA, which has spent much of the first two weeks of the tournament handing out fines to participating soccer federations as punishment for nationalist displays by their fans. (The bill for Albania's federation, for example, 
could soon surpass $100,000
 after its supporters -- already accused of nationalist chanting in two previous games -- pushed the limits for the third straight match on Monday.)



Mr. Powar said the surge in provocative expressions of nationalism was probably not an issue that soccer's authorities would be able to solve with financial penalties alone.



"Russia's war in Ukraine has created a real sense of jeopardy" for countries in Central and Eastern Europe, Mr. Powar said. But just as significant, he said, is that it has offered encouragement, too, to those -- like Mr. Orban's unofficial foot soldiers in the Carpathian Brigade -- who see in it an opening to express their own territorial ambitions.



"For a long time, this 'Greater Hungary' was something that even Orban did not talk about," said the spokesman for Szubjektiv. "Now it is a bumper sticker you see on maybe one in every five cars. It is on the wall in lots of offices." 



"The ultras allow you to put on a black T-shirt and feel part of something," he added. "We will see it more and more."



Andrew Das contributed reporting from Dusseldorf, Germany.
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U.S. Swimming Stars Assail Antidoping Agency Ahead of Olympics



Lawmakers expressed openness to withholding funding from the agency after reports that Chinese swimmers were allowed to compete in the 2021 Games after testing positive for a banned drug.




The Olympic gold medalist Michael Phelps, who testified before Congress about a different doping scandal in 2017, said on Tuesday that he was "incredulous" to be back addressing the same issue seven years later.




By Jenny Vrentas and Michael S. Schmidt


Jun 25, 2024


Faced with demands from two of the United States' most decorated Olympic swimmers, members of Congress expressed an openness on Tuesday to withholding funding from the global regulator assigned to ensure an even playing field at the Olympics over its refusal to hold accountable Chinese swimmers who tested positive for a banned drug.



In testimony to a House subcommittee, Michael Phelps, the 23-time Olympic gold medalist, and Allison Schmitt, a four-time Olympic gold medalist, said it was unacceptable that the World Anti-Doping Agency, or WADA, had paved the way for the swimmers to win medals at the 2021 Games and compete at the coming ones in Paris.



Phelps and Schmitt, who were joined in their testimony by the top antidoping official in the United States, said WADA's inaction sent a message to professional athletes, amateurs and children that doping would be tolerated. Phelps said that such a lack of enforcement could ultimately doom the Olympics.



"Honestly, if we continue to let this slide any farther, the Olympic Games might not even be there," Phelps said during the hearing in front of the House Energy and Commerce Committee's Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee.



The message from the two swimmers fell on receptive ears, with lawmakers from both parties suggesting that WADA could be at risk of losing its funding from the United States, which gives it more money than any other nation.



"Perhaps if they are not going to do the job, we shouldn't even fund them," said Representative Morgan Griffith, a Virginia Republican and the chairman of the subcommittee.



The hearing marked one of the most significant steps American officials have taken toward WADA since 
The New York Times reported
 in April that the agency and Chinese antidoping authorities had declined to discipline 23 elite Chinese swimmers who tested positive for a banned drug in early 2021, allowing them to compete at the Games held in Tokyo that summer.



Chinese authorities said the positive tests were the result of unwitting contamination of the swimmers and involved tiny amounts of the banned substance, a finding that WADA accepted but that many antidoping experts have questioned.



Leaders of the subcommittee rebuked Witold Banka, the president of WADA, for declining to testify. An empty chair and a microphone with his nameplate were set up next to the other witnesses.



.




The final of the women's 4x200-meter freestyle relay at the 2021 Tokyo Olympics. It was one of the five events in which Chinese swimmers who had tested positive for a banned substance months earlier won medals.




Phelps, whose swimming career spanned five Olympic Games, told the committee that he did not believe he had ever competed in a clean field internationally. Schmitt was a member of the U.S. 4x200-meter freestyle relay team that finished second to China at the Tokyo Olympics. It was one of the 
five events
 in which Chinese swimmers who had tested positive for the banned substance months earlier won medals, including three golds.



"We raced hard," Schmitt said of the American team in her testimony. "We followed every protocol and accepted our defeat with grace."



With the revelations about the Chinese positive tests, she added, "many of us will be haunted by the podium finish that may have been impacted by doping."



The scrutiny of its handling of the positive tests has left WADA facing a 
growing crisis headed into this summer's Games
.



Some American athletes who will be competing in Paris, including the two-time Olympic gold medalist Lilly King, have said they cannot be confident they will be competing on a fair playing field. Phelps, who like Schmitt is retired from competitive swimming, referred to WADA as "an organization that continues to prove that it is either incapable or unwilling to enforce its policies consistently around the world."



Travis Tygart, the chief executive of the United States Anti-Doping Agency and an outspoken critic of WADA, recommended that the United States condition its funding of the agency, more than $3.6 million this year, saying that WADA should release the entire case file it has on the Chinese swimmers.



He also proposed in his written testimony that WADA, in an effort to prevent what happened with the Chinese swimmers from happening again, set up an independent expert committee to review cases in which athletes have tested positive but their countries have declined to discipline them. Under the current rules, even athletes who are not disciplined are supposed to have their positive test publicly disclosed.



In the case of the Chinese swimmers before the 2021 Games, no public announcement was made of the positive tests, the swimmers were not punished, and they went on to compete at the Olympics without their rivals knowing there were questions about their use of a banned substance.



Tygart also called for an audit of the agency.



The agency has stood by its handling of the positive tests. It has appointed a former top Swiss prosecutor to investigate whether it did anything wrong or gave China favorable treatment, though American officials, other countries' antidoping authorities and athletes have questioned whether this inquiry will be truly independent. The findings of that investigation are expected to be released before the Olympics.




"We raced hard," the swimmer Allison Schmitt said of the American team in her testimony before Congress on Tuesday. "We followed every protocol and accepted our defeat with grace."




The Times reported in April that the Chinese antidoping authorities had claimed that the athletes should not be disciplined because trace amounts of the drug they tested positive for -- a prescription heart medication known as trimetazidine, or TMZ -- had been found in the kitchen of a hotel where they were staying for a meet in late 2020 and early 2021.



The Chinese authorities concluded that the positive tests after the meet were therefore a result of the swimmers' unwittingly ingesting food contaminated by TMZ, though it was not clear how the medication, which comes in a pill form, could have ended up in the meals of so many swimmers.



Despite rules that require public disclosure of contamination cases -- even those in which the athletes are cleared of wrongdoing -- the Chinese kept the positive tests secret. WADA, which is set up to be the backstop when countries fail to follow the rules, accepted the explanation from the Chinese authorities, did not do an investigation on the ground and declined to try to discipline the athletes.



The revelation by The Times about the positive tests and WADA's handling of them raised questions around the world about the agency tasked with keeping the Olympics clean.



The loudest outcry has come from the United States, which has seen intensifying competition from China in swimming. The Biden White House's top drug official has demanded more accountability and transparency from WADA, members of Congress have urged the F.B.I. to investigate the matter, and lawmakers are weighing whether to continue providing funding to the agency.



In her prepared remarks submitted to the committee, Schmitt described the lengths that American athletes go to to ensure compliance with antidoping rules, from having to urinate in front of drug testers to avoiding something as simple as a topical cream to help with dry skin if they are not sure of the ingredients in it.



"I've even had a drug tester come sit next to me during a history exam in college, because they show up unannounced," Schmitt said.



Phelps first testified before Congress on this issue in 2017, in response to the doping scandal during which 
a former Russian official said publicly
 that the country had run a state-sponsored doping program that produced Olympic stars. Phelps said at Tuesday's hearing that he was "incredulous" to be back addressing the same issue seven years later.



"It is clear to me that any attempts of reform at WADA have fallen short," Phelps said, "and there are still deeply rooted systemic problems that prove to be detrimental to the integrity of international sports and athletes' rights to fair competition."
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On Comedy



Keith Robinson Doesn't Want Audiences' Pity. He Wants Their Laughs.



After two strokes, the stand-up has recovered enough to make a new special. If anything, his health crises have sharpened his humor.




Keith Robinson at the club he's most associated with.




By Jason Zinoman


Jun 26, 2024


When the stand-up comic Keith Robinson was 10 years old growing up in Philadelphia, his father was stabbed to death in a bar. Sitting in the restaurant above the Comedy Cellar in New York on a recent weekday afternoon, Robinson explained what happened dispassionately, adding that the killer died soon after.



"He got shot accidentally on purpose," he told me, flashing a mischievous grin and saying nothing more.



This is the kind of story that Robinson, 60, likes to tell, one with prickly uncomfortable humor and some tough-guy swagger. But Robinson is currently at the center of a different kind of dramatic narrative, less HBO, more Lifetime channel: He had two strokes in four years, robbing him temporarily of speech and mobility; then, against the odds, he recovered enough to return to the stage.



Robinson has been a fixture at the Cellar for three decades, as much a part of the fabled club as the microphone and the hummus. A comedy Zelig, he did stand-up on "Star Search" in the 1980s; was a regular on the Comedy Central show "Tough Crowd," inspired by the table at the Cellar where Robinson, Colin Quinn and others hung out and bickered; and even wrote on the aborted third season of "Chappelle's Show." He has been a mentor to many comics, especially stand-ups from Philadelphia, most famously Kevin Hart who produced Robinson's last 
special
 a decade ago.



When Amy Schumer heard Robinson's difficulty speaking after his second stroke, in 2020, "I thought he was completely done," she told me by phone. Now she is the executive producer of his new special, 
"Different Strokes" (Netflix)
, a jarringly unsentimental take on his health crisis that tells what could be a feel-good story with cranky irreverence.



Onstage, Robinson says that facing death taught him this lesson: "If there's someone you wanted to punch, punch them now."




Because of the strokes' effect on his speech and movement, onstage "everything has to be more precise now," Robinson said.




He walks slowly but speaks rapidly, sometimes slurring his words. His right arm is bent at an angle, but when I ask if it's immobile, he slowly adjusts it, motioning, with limited range, like a boxer getting ready to shadowbox. Ever cheerful, he told me that he was thinking of a specific person in that joke about punching someone -- adding that his lack of action still bothers him. "When you think too much," he said, "you can't be a gangster."



It's become common for comedians to turn tragedy into jokes. But Robinson isn't looking for tears or applause. And nothing annoys him more than pity. When he dropped his cane during the taping (Schumer walked onstage to retrieve it for him), he poked fun at the crowd for making sounds of sympathy.



"I don't like 'aww,'" he told me, referring to the audience's expression of concern. "I just want laughs. 'Aww' irks me. 'Aww' irks my spirit."



Robinson isn't just blustering. He is concerned enough about getting cheap approval that he makes jokes intended to alienate, he said. If an audience member doesn't laugh, he points his cane at them and says: "You don't like Black handicapped people?" One time a woman responded by bursting into tears. The club comped her ticket.



With the changes to his movement and speech, Robinson's stand-up has a new gravity and pace. After considerable speech therapy, he can tell jokes but must work harder to be understood. "Everything has to be more precise now," he said, comparing his shift to that of an athletic quarterback who can get out of trouble by becoming a pocket passer. "Everything counts. I can't depend on movement."



Wanda Sykes, an old friend from before they moved to New York at the same time, took him on tour with her when he was first returning to the stage in 2022. She said by email that his material had become more personal: "He's opened up."



Some of his funniest jokes are short, like when he asks God why he let these strokes happen to him. He pauses, flashes a glance that suggested a lifetime of occasional sin and says, "Oh yeah."



After his second stroke, which was far more debilitating than the first, Robinson briefly thought he would have to quit performing and become a comedy writer. Chris Rock hired him to help with his recent special. But Robinson missed being onstage, hanging out with comics and, most of all, "busting chops," which, it's fair to say, is his love language.



Sykes recalled how early in her career she would wear a sweater that Robinson mocked, referring to it as "a comedy cape" that held all her comic powers. "He talked about me so bad that I never wore it again," Sykes said.



To hear Robinson tell it, losing the social aspect of the life of a comedian hurt as much as the physical damage from the strokes. He was put in a Covid ward in the hospital. In the kind of contrarian stance he relishes, he trash-talked nurses during our interview. "Before I got the second stroke, I would applaud for the nurses," he told me. "After the second, I wanted to throw something at them."



The most striking thing about Robinson now might be how much two strokes didn't change him. "Keith is Keith: Hasn't changed," said Noam Dworman, owner of the Cellar. "Most people would have been psychologically crushed by what he faced. He's a performer who has trouble speaking and walking. You see people get depressed when they lose their hair. And he had this grit. Nothing stopped him."



And yet, there are new worries. A fear of falling, for instance, is persistent, he said. He also displays a new attitude toward mortality. Robinson said that for awhile he just wanted to live longer than his father, who died at 35. Now, post-stroke, he puts it this way. "I used to say I want to live for three more 'Avengers' movies," he said. "Now I'm like, one and a half."
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Celine Dion Had a Medical Emergency. The Camera Kept Rolling



Irene Taylor, director of the new documentary "I Am: Celine Dion," talks about the decision to include a grueling scene of the pop star in crisis.




Celine Dion didn't discuss filming limitations with the director in advance.




By Annie Aguiar


Jun 25, 2024


This article contains spoilers.



Celine Dion welcomed the cameras. For the new documentary "
I Am: Celine Dion
" (streaming on 
Amazon Prime Video
), the singer set no restrictions on what to film.



What follows is a painfully intimate portrait of a pop star's body fighting itself. Dion announced in 2022 that she had stiff person syndrome, an 
autoimmune neurological condition
 that causes progressive stiffness and severe muscle spasms. During a session with her physical therapist that was being filmed for the documentary, Dion has a seizure. The camera continued to roll throughout the medical crisis.



In an interview via video call on Monday, the director, Irene Taylor, discussed shooting the documentary and why Dion's emergency was included in the final cut. These are edited excerpts from the conversation.



How far into preproduction did you learn about Dion's illness?



I spoke with her at length, and I did not know she was ill. We were in the middle of the pandemic and I didn't think twice about her being at home. Most of us were, and performers around the world were sort of out of commission temporarily.



We got to a place where we agreed to make the film. It was several weeks after that mutual decision that her manager asked me for a call. I figured it must be something serious because we got on the phone that day, and he told me that Celine was sick and that they didn't know what it was. We were filming several months before there was a definitive diagnosis.



After getting the diagnosis, was the conversation on the table to stop filming?



Definitely not. When I realized that a) she had a problem with no name and b) when I actually started filming I could see how her body looked different, her face looked different, I was able to focus. The iris of my perspective got much smaller.



There was a point when I first decided I was going to do the film and I thought, "What am I going to do? Go on tour with her?" When I found out about the diagnosis, it narrowed the scope of how I would enter into her life.



Music documentaries authorized by their subjects aren't known for depth or extremely personal moments. This, by contrast, is very raw. Were there early discussions on how much you could show?



There were no discussions on parameters, and that is because Celine did not ask for those parameters. She said to me, on the very first day, "You're in my home, the fact that you're here means I have let you in. Don't ask me permission to shoot anything."



I felt like I had to take that access with tenderness, dignity and class. There's a lot that the camera does not see. If there was a little bit of tension or discomfort, I would back off. That's partly what built trust over time, that she gave me everything but I didn't take it.




Celine Dion, right, with the director Irene Taylor, working on their documentary.




Tell me about your reaction in the moment toward the end of the documentary, when Dion starts to seize up during physical therapy.



I could just see this stiffness that was not like the flowing, lithe dancer that I had been filming for several months doing her physical therapy. Within a couple of minutes, she was moaning in pain.



I wanted to know if she was breathing, because she was moaning and then she stopped. I put the microphone, which was at the end of a pole you can discreetly put closer to your subject, underneath the table. I couldn't hear her breathing.



I was very panicked. I was looking around the room, and I saw that her therapist called for her head of security. Her bodyguard immediately came into the room. I could see right away these two men were there to take care of her and they were trained to do it.



Probably within about three minutes, once this human response to want to be helpful and drop everything subsided, Nick [Midwig, the film's director of photography] and I eased into filming everything as it happened. It was very uncomfortable. I've never been in a situation with a camera that has been that touch and go.



There's one shot on her face for close to two minutes, forcing us to really see her wrenched in pain. Why did you make the decision to not cut away for so much of that?



I spent my 20s living in Southeast Asia, and I learned a lot about observation through Buddhist teachings. There's a Tibetan Buddhist parable about this goddess named Green Tara, who is said to be disguised and living in the world as a suffering human.



The parable teaches you that when you see a suffering being on the side of the road, when you see someone's body ravaged by poverty or ravaged by violence, you should not look away because if your love can touch someone's experience, you're cultivating compassion.



I love my profession because I'm trying to access a human experience I may not have direct contact with. But if I don't look away, if I look at this and I don't flinch, it cultivates something in me that makes me try to understand that person better.



So we didn't cut away. There were moments where I was like, OK, this is really intense. I let it go two or three seconds more, and then I would cut. I wanted to go just far enough that it makes people think about their own experience and not to run away. There are uncomfortable aspects of being alive, and if cinematic storytelling can get us closer to tolerating that discomfort, I want to do that with my films.



What was the conversation like with her once she had seen the documentary?



I did not bring it up with her until I showed her the entire film months later. I went into showing it to her with the idea that she might just say, let's please not include that. That would not have been unreasonable.



She cried through most of the film. I was watching her out of the corner of my eye, but I was a little embarrassed to watch because that was such an intimate moment for her. The first thing she said to me was, "I think this film can help me." Then she said, "I think this film can help others understand what it's like to be in my body."



Deeper into our conversation, she said, "I don't want you to change anything in this film, and I don't want you to shorten that scene." She just called it "that scene," and we both knew what she was talking about.



Did you talk about how Dion's family, including her three sons, would respond?



Celine did not bring this up with me. I really let her lead the dance on anything sensitive.



I showed her the film a second time. She said, "I'm going to let the younger boys watch the movie with me, and I'm going to walk them through the film, and I'm going to let them understand what happens to my body."



If I could have filmed that scene, that would have been the quintessential Celine. Celine, the mother. Celine, the woman who is suffering. Celine, the woman who is trying to learn something and teach something out of her own suffering to her children.



She was holding their hands and they did not seem visibly upset watching. I think it was because their mother was saying, "It's OK, it's just the disease. This is just what happens."
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After a Brief Run, 'Tommy' Revival to Close on Broadway



"The Who's Tommy," which has a rock score by Pete Townshend, will end on July 21. A national tour is in the works.




Ali Louis Bourzgui, center, as Tommy in the musical "The Who's Tommy" at the Nederlander Theater. The production was nominated for a Tony Award for best musical revival.




By Michael Paulson


Jun 25, 2024


A Broadway revival of "
The Who's Tommy
" that opened in March will end its run on July 21. The show had started strong at the box office but was facing dwindling sales during a summer when Broadway is packed with shows but still has fewer patrons than before the pandemic.



The production, which had a successful pre-Broadway run in Chicago, will now pin its hopes on a national tour, beginning in Providence, R.I., in the fall of 2025.



With 
a rock score by Pete Townshend
, "Tommy" dates back to a 1969 album from the Who; the original Broadway production opened in 1993 and ran for a little more than two years.



Set in London, the show has a wild plot: A young man who loses the ability to hear, speak and see in response to childhood trauma develops a gift for pinball that allows him to attract a cultlike following.



The revival began its life last year 
at the Goodman Theater
 in Chicago; the Broadway production began previews on March 8 and opened on March 28 at the Nederlander Theater. Throughout April, it was grossing $1 million a week, but ticket sales have been softening since; last week, the show grossed $795,000.



At the time of its closing, the revival will have played 20 previews and 132 regular performances on Broadway.



Des McAnuff, who directed the original production, returned to direct the revival. Townshend and McAnuff collaborated on the show's book.



The revival, starring Ali Louis Bourzgui in the title role, scored 
mostly positive reviews
, but The New York Times, which can have an outsize influence, was an outlier: Jesse Green, its chief theater critic, characterized the show as featuring "
relentless noise and banal imagery
."



The production was nominated for a Tony Award for best musical revival but lost to "Merrily We Roll Along."



"Tommy," with Stephen Gabriel and Ira Pittelman as lead producers, was capitalized for $15.7 million, according to a spokesman. That money has not been recouped.



The show is the third musical to announce a closing since the start of May, following "
Lempicka
" and "
The Heart of Rock and Roll
."
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Critic's Pick



Review: A 'Ulysses' That Squeezes Bloomsday Into 2 Hours, 40 Minutes



Elevator Repair Service's staged reading of the huge James Joyce novel retains much of its humor, pathos and bawdiness.




Vin Knight, left, as Leopold Bloom in the Elevator Repair Service production of "Ulysses."




By Jesse Green


Jun 25, 2024


Looking at the stage as you enter the Luma theater, the smaller of the auditoriums at Bard College's Fisher Center, you might think your ticket had been switched with one for a zoning board meeting. Enjoy the splendor of chairs lined up behind three conjoined conference tables! Admire the care with which pens, stacks of paper and wee bottles of water have been laid like dinner settings! Warily consult the large clock on the upstage wall that offers the real time -- at least at first.



And wonder whether 
this thing called "Ulysses"
 can possibly capture, in a reading, the richness of Joyce's gargantuan novel about everything under the sun and also in the dark.



With caveats, it can. The Elevator Repair Service production, playing at Bard through July 14, somehow manages to reduce the novel's more than 260,000 words to 2 hours and 40 minutes with much of its humor, pathos and bawdiness intact. It's not the complete text, of course; for that you must spend 
24 hours at a Bloomsday marathon
, during which even the readers may fall asleep.



Instead, the edition used here, though verbatim, is highly intermittent. When each of its hundreds of cuts occurs, we hear the squeal of sped-up tape, and we see the seven cast members blown back in their chairs as if by a strong wind of gibberish.



Still, this redacted "Ulysses" manages to touch down for at least a brief visit in each of the novel's 18 episodes. These are roughly modeled on the ones in Homer's "Odyssey" -- Ulysses being the Latin name for Odysseus. But instead of tracing the watery wanderings of that Trojan War hero on his 10-year journey home to faithful Penelope, Joyce traces the bibulous wanderings of a Dublin ad canvasser named Leopold Bloom on a daylong journey back to his cheating wife, Molly.




Center front, Christopher-Rashee Stevenson, who plays both Stephen Dedalus and Bloom's sharp-tongued cat. Left to right, at the desk: Dee Beasnael, Knight, Kate Benson and Maggie Hoffman.




Bloom (Vin Knight) is our sad, proud hero: a cuckolded lonely-heart Jew in a gossipy, antisemitic town. Eight in the morning finds him uxoriously making tea for Molly (Maggie Hoffman) and delivering a letter from her lover; by 11 in the evening, after a day of work and bumbling bonhomie, he seeks coarser comfort from the prostitutes of Nighttown. In between, each time shift resets that magic clock, whether forward or, as I occasionally noted with dread, back toward morning.



I need not have dreaded; under the direction of John Collins and Scott Shepherd, the day moves fast, with few longueurs. Still, it's hard to know how long a short version of "Ulysses" should be; unable to encompass everything, perhaps this one should have contented itself with less, especially in the busier, thinner first act.



Once the principal story takes over, though, the artistry of the principal cast keeps us riveted. Knight's face always shows what the narration tells us is happening behind it; Hoffman turns Molly's moral, sexual and scatological squirming into a comic symphony of complaint.




Beasnael, left, and Hoffman. Scenes are efficiently set with just a prop or two.




The secondary roles are almost tertiary in this edit, but sharply incised. Playing both Stephen Dedalus, stuck teaching history to uninterested boys, and Bloom's sharp-tongued cat, Christopher-Rashee Stevenson embodies their surprising commonality. "Stately, plump" Buck Mulligan is, in Shepherd's sketch, a familiar, odious blowhard; as Molly's lover Blazes Boylan, loping lasciviously with the loosely strung limbs of a marionette, he's an especially awful and marvelous roue. Only the narration, though beautifully spoken -- often by Stephanie Weeks, Dee Beasnael and Kate Benson when they aren't shape-shifting into various Dubliners -- feels as yet underdramatized.



The slack is taken up by the physical production, which pushes Elevator Repair Service's minimalistic maximalism, made famous 14 years ago by 
its eight-hour "Gatz,"
 to even further extremes. Scenes are efficiently set with just a prop or two: Dedalus's noxious classroom is suggested by a fleet of paper airplanes. The lighting (by Marika Kent) and sound (by Ben Jalosa Williams) function as a kind of chorus, amplifying the small world the characters live in, and even the poker-faced set (by 
the design collective dots
) eventually reveals its hand.



But it may be Enver Chakartash's costumes that best express the company's ethos -- and, in doing so, Joyce's. At first, when the actors appear at that bland conference table, and we see them only from the solar plexus up, they seem to be wearing unremarkable suits, evoking probity. But with time, as they rise and move, the image transforms. Dedalus is wearing shorts, Bloom a full skirt with complex pleats. Molly's jacket parts to reveal a lacy camisole, and the large red flower on her lapel metastasizes into a wreath of blooms in her hair.



This is what this "Ulysses" shows us: that however conventional the face we present to the world, lower down or an inch beneath we are all hungry bodies. Sucklers, defecators, perverts, we wander lost within our grossest needs and float on our effusions -- not on Homer's wine-dark sea but Joyce's "snotgreen" one. Hilariously, we are heroes just the same.



Ulysses
Through July 14 at the Fisher Center for the Performing Arts, Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, N.Y.; 
fishercenter.bard.edu
. Running time: 2 hours 40 minutes.
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Mary Timony Is an Indie-Rock Hero. Her Other Gig? Mentor.



The songwriter and guitarist has long been a staple of the Washington, D.C., scene. Teaching guitar to young students helped her realize she has even more to offer.




Mary Timony made her name in indie-rock bands like Helium. Over the years, the guitar lessons she gave on the side became a larger calling.




By Evan Minsker


Jun 26, 2024


In the dining room of her cozy home in Washington, D.C., 
Mary Timony
 retrieved her lute from an instrument case that, she joked, "looks like a cat coffin." Timony, 53, has been on a learning kick recently. "Literally all I'm working on is this," she said, demonstrating how the so-called thumb-under fingerpicking method strays from traditional guitar technique.



Timony is well known as a guitarist and frontwoman: In the 1990s she headed up the bands Autoclave and Helium, then released solo records before joining 
Wild Flag
, an indie-rock supergroup. Ex Hex, her classic rock and power-pop trio known for catchy songs and rafter-reaching guitar solos, has released two albums since 2014; her latest solo LP, "Untame the Tiger," written and recorded in the midst of a breakup as she cared for her dying parents, arrived earlier this year.



But to many young people of D.C., Timony is highly regarded as something else: a mentor to the next generations of women pursuing their passion for indie rock.




From left: Timony, Rebecca Cole and Carrie Brownstein of Wild Flag onstage in 2011.




For more than two decades, Timony has instructed students how to play licks from classic rock songs (among other things) in the guitar- and amp-filled basement of her 1920s home on a tree-lined street, where a framed portrait of a young Joe Walsh watches on. Early pupils remember the experience fondly.



"She was super supportive and made me feel excited about playing guitar," Anna Wilson, 24, said. "She put me in my first band when I was 10." She now plays guitar and pedal steel in Timony's touring band.



Timony's latest project has involved guiding 
Birthday Girl DC
, a trio featuring Mabel Canty (daughter of the Fugazi drummer Brendan Canty) on guitar and vocals, Isabella MacKaye (daughter of the D.C. hardcore scene veteran Alec MacKaye) on bass, and the drummer Tess Kontarinis.



Canty, 17, was supposed to be among Timony's formal guitar students, but during their first lesson, she mentioned that she'd been working on a song called "Ibuprofen." Timony switched gears and helped record it, tracking vocals in a closet beneath the basement steps.



"I learned that recording is not scary," Canty said, describing a low-stakes environment where Timony's cats, Hildegard and Hieronymus, roamed. "She took away a lot of fright for me. I was actively getting over a bunch of fears and a lot of indecisiveness." (With a laugh, Timony said Canty was probably at ease "because I'm not as good at recording as her dad.")




"When I was their age, there weren't as many women in bands," Timony said of her young students. "It's hard to even imagine because it's so very different now."




After several years of teaching, Timony realized that her gifts didn't lie exclusively in her guitar heroics. "The thing that I find the most healing in my life has been writing songs," she said. "It took me a while to go, 'Oh, wait, what do I actually have to pass on?' It took coming into my own power, something that's happened in the past five or six years through a lot of personal growth, to actually really value my own art and what I have to give."



Chatting about songwriting with students began as something she was doing on the side during lessons. In 2023, she solidified her mentorship practice by taking an online course on creativity coaching with Eric Maisel, a therapist and author, that helped her overcome some of her obstacles. "Halfway through, I was just coaching myself," she said over a cup of green tea with almond milk. She put an ad on Instagram offering songwriting coaching with lessons, which was flooded with replies, and now works with three adult students.



"I've always known this about me and teaching when it's going well: I'm doing something that it's my duty as a human to do," said Timony, a warm and introspective conversationalist. "It's not like a business that I'm trying to make money off." She said she would still do it even it wasn't bringing in much income. "It's like a spiritual practice," she said.



One of her most prominent pupils is Lindsey Jordan, the 25-year-old singer-songwriter behind the indie-rock band 
Snail Mail
. Jordan, who grew up in Baltimore, began working with Timony just as Snail Mail was beginning to blow up, and sought her advice when she was meeting with managers and labels.



"I met up with every single person who wanted to be involved in Snail Mail and carefully evaluated everybody," Jordan said in a phone interview. "Mary was extremely helpful in all of that. And there are all these little things to figure out, like the social weirdness of dipping out of the D.I.Y. scene and heading into something else -- even if you didn't even mean to. She lived that."



Timony didn't have this kind of guidance when she was coming up in D.C. in the early '90s, though she did have Fugazi's Ian MacKaye and his brother, Alec, as childhood neighbors, and recalled them lobbing magnolia tree cones at each other in her front yard. Seeing Alec with dyed leopard-print hair and a performance from the band Rites of Spring  lit a fire under her to go to countless shows and start making music.




"I've always known this about me and teaching when it's going well: I'm doing something that it's my duty as a human to do," Timony said.




"It was like an island of kids doing their own thing," she said of the local scene at the time. "We were all doing this thing and learning about it from each other rather than learning about it from an older generation."



Timony's mentees say she has imparted all kinds of wisdom about writing, performing and the music business. When Birthday Girl DC opened for her, the group learned how to be kind while remaining assertive during a soundcheck, and noted that it's important to take a moment to rehearse before a set. The band also observed how to talk to people who run venues.



"We've been played," MacKaye, 17, said. "We've been taken advantage of a little because of our age." Timony has long been an inspiration for her -- even before she knew it. "My sister and I were obsessed with Ex Hex," she said. "I always loved her band without really making the connection between that music and the Mary that lives down the street."



Jordan added that at a time "when people are trying to become TikTok-ified," the lessons Timony has taught about sustaining success are crucial. "Like damn, dude, she's just keeping the legend alive in cool ways," she said. "It's artistry, and that's the only cool thing there is in music."



The members of Birthday Girl DC refer to Timony as their collective "music mama" (Canty sent her a "Happy Mother's Day" text this year), and Timony said being a strong role model as a woman in rock music was important to her. She has taught boys guitar in the past, but she currently teaches and mentors only women.



"When I was their age, there weren't as many women in bands," she said. "It was like going to get your car fixed and having a woman be the mechanic. It was like, '
Oh
, there's a woman in this band!' It's hard to even imagine because it's so very different now."



Though the landscape has changed, she still wants to ensure that her mentees feel confident making and sharing their art. "The underlying thing now in working with these women is it's my little bit in untangling patriarchy," she continued. "My favorite thing about it is getting someone to find their own power and heal themselves, because that's what music did for me. I'm trying to help other people find that."
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A Wax Statue of Lincoln Melted Into a Meme



The sculpture was part of a series meant to comment on American monument culture. Cue the jokes instead.




Abraham Lincoln in friendly weather.




By Annie Aguiar


Jun 25, 2024


What do you call a wax replica of a former president 
during an oppressive heat wave
? A punchline waiting to happen.



Originally installed at an elementary school in Washington, D.C., in February, the six-foot wax version of the Lincoln Memorial was intended as a commentary on American monument culture.



Instead, it became a meme.



As temperatures in the region neared triple digits
 over the weekend, the replica's head mostly melted off, turning the towering president into a droopy mess. People sharing the photos online could relate. To them, Abraham Lincoln looked as if he were reacting to an 
annoying work email
 or 
sinking into a couch
 after a long day. Jokes and innuendo abounded about 
why he was leaning back
.




The 16th president after a sweltering weekend in the Washington region.




The work's sculptor, Sandy Williams IV, said that the online conversation highlighted something special about public art: It is open to interpretation, even when that interpretation is unexpected.



"When I show work in galleries, the population I'm interacting with is a more particular demographic," said Williams, who uses they/them pronouns. "Whereas public art is just for everyone, especially once it then is on the internet and is becoming a meme."



The sculpture was not supposed to melt in the summer heat. Wicks are embedded into the wax, and viewers are invited to light one for a few minutes and collectively melt Lincoln over time.



Williams, an assistant professor of art at the University of Richmond, said they used paraffin wax graded to withstand up to 140 degrees Fahrenheit. Temperatures in the region did not reach those heights, but they did set records.



Because Williams has worked with wax for years, they would often joke that their pieces would eventually need to focus on the environment instead of history.



"I didn't expect that point to be this past weekend," Williams said.



The work's official title, "40 ACRES: Camp Barker," refers to a Civil War-era "contraband camp" that was in practice a Union refugee camp for formerly enslaved people. (Garrison Elementary School, where the replica was installed, was once the original site for Camp Barker.)



The sculpture is part of two series by Williams: One, 
40 ACRES Archive
, identifies forgotten Black histories in the United States, while the other, 
Wax Monuments
, contrasts the marble immutability of most public art with the softness of wax replicas.



The wax Lincoln Memorial's new life online was never the intent for Williams, who grew up in Virginia and started focusing on monuments after 
the white nationalist "Unite the Right" rally
 in 2017, which started as a protest about the removal of a statue of Robert E. Lee, the Confederate general.



But Williams said that they could not be too upset if the memes enabled more people to see it.



"The sex jokes aren't definitely all I want people to take away from it," they said. "My hope is with this viral viewing of the work, any segment of the population seeing it will have a moment to spend more time with it and get to know these deeper histories the work is trying to engage."
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'Woolf Works' Review: A Literary Ballet's Missteps



Wayne McGregor's 2015 work, making its New York debut with American Ballet Theater, fails to make dance poetry of Virginia Woolf's novels.




A scene from "I now, I then," the first section of Wayne McGregor's "Woolf Works," in its American Ballet Theater debut. From left, Roman Zhurbin, Alessandra Ferri, Herman Cornejo and Cassandra Trenary.




By Brian Seibert


Jun 26, 2024


At the start of "Woolf Works," a three-act ballet by the British choreographer Wayne McGregor based on novels by Virginia Woolf, we hear part of what is reportedly 
the only extant recording of Woolf's voice
. It is a writer's loving complaint about her materials: words. Used by everyone, they are full of echoes and associations, she says. A writer can invent new ones but can't use them in an old language like English, because words hang together.



By beginning like this, is McGregor identifying with Woolf and admitting the difficulty inherent in his materials, steps in the old language called ballet? Or is this a smug assertion of difference -- that he, as a choreographer, 
can
 invent?



"Woolf Works" is certainly ambitious. When the Royal Ballet debuted it in 2015, it was hailed as a breakthrough. But when American Ballet Theater gave the work its New York premiere on Tuesday as part of its season at the Metropolitan Opera House, "Woolf Works" turned out to be a big, flashy, dull disappointment.



When choreographers turn to writers, it is usually for character and story, as in several other works in Ballet Theater's season: "Onegin," "Romeo and Juliet" and "Like Water for Chocolate," which drowns in plot. But for Woolf's novels, synopsis is trivial. A modernist, she discarded much of the genre's furniture to get inside the minds of her characters and jump from one to the next, playing with form, memory and sudden illumination. The staid model of story ballets could certainly benefit from such formal play, and sudden illumination is something dance does especially well.



Not in "Woolf Works," alas. Hobbled by Max Richter's hackneyed score, it is notably unmemorable; apart from its scenic effects, the ballet slips right through the mind. Noting its divergences from Woolf's works is necessary. But more important are the many ways it falls short as dance. (And for the record, dance already had a Virginia Woolf, long ago. Her name was Martha Graham.)



The first section, "I now, I then," based on "Mrs. Dalloway," borrows characters from the novel, with Clarissa (Mrs. Dalloway), doubling as Woolf. (The role was originated by Alessandra Ferri, who returned to it on Tuesday, at 61.) Monumental and mobile set pieces like giant bookends say "abstraction" and serve as screens for footage of Edwardian London. After dancing with her husband, the heroine watches and dances with her young self and past lovers, male and female.




Laser magic: Jarod Curley in "Becomings," the second section, inspired by the novel "Orlando."




I now, I then: McGregor's choreography can show this. Older characters can move slowly as younger ones gambol; women can kiss. The sound of Big Ben can toll the passing of time. But for the novel's perspectival shifts, McGregor has only the transitional device -- flogged throughout "Woolf Works" -- of one dancer suddenly coming up behind another. Mostly, as in many story ballets, it's just a series of duets.



The strongest moment involves Septimus, a shellshocked war veteran. It's not his angularly anguished solo, or his tortured and buckling interactions with his worried wife and dead trench mate, but his duet with the Woolf-Clarissa character -- something that doesn't happen in the novel. He places her in ballet poses and she keeps collapsing. 



Along with ruminative walking, collapsing is the only language that McGregor has for suicidal depression, but the expression of an identification between novelist and character is at least interesting. 



The second section, "Becomings," diverges much more from its source: "Orlando." From that novel's parodic tour through the history of England and English literature, all that remains are some Elizabethan accents in the costumes and a feeble idea of fluid gender: same-sex partnering, men wearing tutus. The novel's delightful comedy is conspicuously absent.



Instead, McGregor gives us lasers, wax-museum figures and an unleashing of his signature style of sleek, sharp, hyperextended ballet. The acceleration is initially startling, but the undulant noodling quickly becomes as soporific as the previous section's restraint. I find these machinations as soulless as artificial intelligence, but whatever you feel about McGregor's derivations from late-20th-century William Forsythe, they only pretend to be new. And while the lighting designer, Lucy Carter, is a wizard, a light show set to music fit for a nature documentary's sweep across glaciers does not a breakthrough in ballet make.



The final section, "Tuesday," is based on "The Waves," as you can tell from the projection of waves crashing in super-slow motion. In place of the novel's innovative form of collective biography, McGregor substitutes some of Woolf's own history, starting with a recorded recitation (by Gillian Anderson) of her suicide letter, written on a Tuesday in 1941.




Ferri and Herman Cornejo in "Tuesday," the section based on "The Waves."




Even front loaded with such poignancy and the addition of child dancers, the work fails to sustain much emotion. McGregor does provide waves, though, rows of dancers cresting. Richter's formula -- slow crescendo to quick crash into quiet -- matches this well, and mass effects disguise and compensate for the expressive poverty of McGregor's choreography. When the Woolf character disappears in the wavelike motion, it's a little bit touching, and the closest McGregor gets to Woolf's ideal of combining old words in a new order to create beauty and truth.



In any case, the person playing that role on Tuesday was the best feature of the evening. Still lithe and pliant, Ferri has an older dancer's dignity and self-possession, and her natural smiles occasionally broke through the work's self-seriousness. Aptly, she seemed somewhat apart from the others, both in and out of the game, watching and wondering at it, like a writer in the world or one mingling with her characters. She was almost Woolf-like.



"Woolf Works"



Through Saturday at the Metropolitan Opera House; 
abt.org
.
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'I Might Be Real-Life Good at This': Shooting for Broadway at the Jimmy Awards



The awards, which celebrated excellence in high school musical theater on Monday, have become a launchpad for future stars and Tony nominees.




Damson Chola Jr., a recent high school graduate from Dallas, rehearsing days before a commanding performance at the Jimmy Awards in Manhattan.




By Elisabeth Vincentelli


Jun 25, 2024


Shortly after Damson Chola Jr. sang the powerful "Ragtime" anthem "Make Them Hear You," in a 
commanding performance
 that drove the Minskoff Theater to delirium on Monday night, the young singer accepted the Jimmy Award for best actor. He gave an equally poised acceptance speech, expressing gratitude with a calm cadence and the occasional wry chuckle of someone who's seen and heard it all.



"Is he 40?" my neighbor mused.



Hardly. 
The Jimmys celebrate excellence in high school musical theater,
 and Chola, a recent graduate, is 18. The winner for best actress, Gretchen Shope, perhaps more expected for their age group, included in her thanks "the girl on TikTok that said I looked 
like Chappell Roan
." Then again, Shope had just killed with 
"The Music That Makes Me Dance,"
 from "Funny Girl," so who's to say what's typical when it comes to theater kids?




The actor Telly Leung led group coaching sessions at the Juilliard School, which was also home for the Jimmy Award nominees during their stay in New York.




Formally known as the National High School Musical Theater Awards, the Jimmys were founded in 2009 by the theater organization Pittsburgh CLO and a division of the Nederlander Organization. (The nickname derives from that company's onetime chairman, James M. Nederlander.) The awards have since grown significantly in size. This year, tens of thousands of participants from across the country were narrowed down, through regional awards programs, to 102 nominees.



The Jimmys have also grown in esteem: Casting agents for Broadway and national tours see them as a prime way to scout for promising performers. And you don't even have to win to be noticed. 
Eva Noblezada, a 2013 finalist
, went on to earn Tony Award nominations for "Miss Saigon" and "Hadestown" in 2017 and 2019, and she currently stars in "The Great Gatsby." 
Casey Likes
, a 2019 finalist, made his Broadway debut as the lead in "Almost Famous" and is now playing Marty McFly in "Back to the Future." The guest presenters at the Minskoff included Justin Cooley, a 
2021 finalist
 whose Tony nomination for his performance in "Kimberly Akimbo" came just two years later.




During a whirlwind week that included intensive rehearsals, the young nominees attended the Tony Awards. "I went back to my dorm and I just cried," said Theo Rickert, a rising senior from Illinois.




Andrew Barth Feldman, who is currently playing Seymour in the hit Off Broadway revival of "Little Shop of Horrors," had just finished his sophomore year when he won at the 2018 Jimmys. (The best actress winner that year was 
Renee Rapp
, on the verge of Gen Z stardom.) Months later, Feldman made his 
Broadway debut in the "Dear Evan Hansen" title role
. "I realized that I skipped the line," he said in a phone interview last week, adding that the Jimmys had been a huge validation. "For me and my family, it was this moment of 'OK, it might not just be that I'm passionate enough that I get cast in shows in our little town -- I might actually be real-life good at this.'"



Real life and "Am I dreaming?" moments collided frequently in the days before the Minskoff showcase (available to stream until Thursday on 
Facebook
 and 
YouTube
). The nominees arrived in New York City after a monthslong selection process that was based on their school production performances. (It's easy to envision a spinoff of 
a certain Disney+ series
 that would go by "High School Musical: The Musical: The Series: The Jimmys.") "I ended up going to the Jimmys with the character Jean Valjean from 'Les Miserables,' which is a strong character to play at the ripe age of 17," Likes said on the phone, reflecting a common casting issue. "I would say it's the perfect age to play an old, dying man." (In his opening monologue, the host, Josh Groban, joked that what was missing from the 
Tony Awards
 was "a 15-year-old singing Fosca from 'Passion.'")



"Les Miz," of course, is a perennial high school favorite, alongside the likes of "Pippin" and "Into the Woods." But now those shows sit comfortably alongside diverse newer picks like "Natasha, Pierre & the Great Comet of 1812," "Cry-Baby" and "Parade," providing a fascinating snapshot of how the musical theater canon is evolving. (Shope was selected on the strength of her performance in the relatively obscure "Alice by Heart" at her school in Michigan.)




George Eastman, one of 102 nominees selected for the Jimmy Awards this year.




The awards also shed a light on the evolution of casting parameters in drama departments: Marley Garner, who played Tony in her Los Angeles school's "West Side Story," delivered a scorching "Maria" at the Minskoff.



While in New York, the Jimmy nominees stayed at the Juilliard School for a whirlwind week that included sightseeing and tickets to the musical "MJ" and the Tonys. That last experience was "life-changing" for Theo Rickert, a rising senior at an Illinois high school. "I went back to my dorm and I just cried," said Rickert (role: SpongeBob SquarePants). But mostly the nominees worked. They rehearsed intensively for the Monday event, which included a couple of 
big ensemble numbers
 and five medleys, in addition to the finalists' solo spots. They also received hours of individual and group coaching. "I remember furiously taking notes every day, even when it wasn't my song or my number being coached," said McKenzie Kurtz, a nominee in 2013 and 2015 who has since landed major roles in Broadway productions of "Frozen," "Wicked" and the recently 
closed "The Heart of Rock and Roll.
" "I was trying to absorb as much information as I could."




Nominees and alumni of the Jimmys say it's not so much about winning, but about being surrounded by people as obsessed with musical theater as they are.




At one of the group coaching sessions, led by the actor Telly Leung, Jayden Murphy, from Nashville, hit a home run with "It All Fades Away" from "The Bridges of Madison County." Never mind that the song is written for an older man reminiscing on a past romance: Murphy inhabited the part and his fellow nominees were entranced. "Chills," one of them murmured.



Officially at least, newbies and alumni alike say it's not about winning, but about learning and being surrounded by people as obsessed with musical theater as they are. "It is surreal being in the room with such talent and such drive, and such love for the art," said Chola, who graduated from a high school near Dallas and was selected based on his performance as Seymour in "Little Shop of Horrors." "It almost makes me cry just thinking about it," he continued. "I'm not the only one that loves it this much."



Something the best actor winner had mentioned a few days earlier suddenly acquired a different ring after the ceremony. "My parents are immigrants from Zambia, and I've been raised in that 'keep moving forward' thing," Chola had said. "They're getting old and I want them to retire, but America is not very kind to immigrants when it comes to retirement. I would love to hopefully one day give them the American dream. This is just one step closer for me."
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Major Record Labels Sue A.I. Music Generators



The lawsuits say that Udio and Suno trained their products on reams of copyrighted music.




Sony was among the major record companies to sue Udio and Suno this week.




By Marc Tracy


Jun 25, 2024


Major record companies, including the Sony, Universal and Warner conglomerates, sued two digital music generation companies on Monday, accusing them of using copyrighted sounds and songs to train the artificial intelligence that powers their businesses.



The two companies being sued, Udio and Suno, allow users to create songs almost instantly by submitting a text command, much like how A.I. services such as Midjourney produce images based on text prompts.



The power of artificial intelligence is upending numerous industries, and companies that are able to take advantage of the technology can financially benefit. But the music industry plaintiffs argued in their lawsuits that the songs produced by these A.I. companies were possible only because the systems were trained on reams of intellectual property that the plaintiffs own.



"The foundation of its business has been to exploit copyrighted sound recordings without permission," said the lawsuits filed against Udio and Suno in federal court.



"Building and operating a service like Udio's requires at the outset copying and ingesting massive amounts of data to 'train' a software 'model' to generate outputs," one suit said. "For Udio specifically, this process involved copying decades worth of the world's most popular sound recordings."



The suits are asking the courts to declare that the companies have engaged in copyright infringement and to assign damages.



"These are straightforward cases of copyright infringement involving unlicensed copying of sound recordings on a massive scale," Ken Doroshow, the chief legal officer of the Recording Industry Association of America, a trade organization, said in a statement.



Doroshow added, "These lawsuits are necessary to reinforce the most basic rules of the road for the responsible, ethical and lawful development of generative A.I. systems."



In a statement on its website, Udio denied that its software training methods were untoward.



"Just as students listen to music and study scores, our model has 'listened' to and learned from a large collection of recorded music," it said. "The goal of model training is to develop an understanding of musical ideas -- the basic building blocks of musical expression that are owned by no one. Our system is explicitly designed to create music reflecting new musical ideas."



In an emailed statement, Suno's chief executive, Mikey Shulman, defended his company.



"Our technology is transformative; it is designed to generate completely new outputs, not to memorize and regurgitate pre-existing content," Shulman said, adding that users cannot refer to specific artists when asking Suno's software to create something.



"Suno is built for new music, new uses and new musicians," Shulman said. "We prize originality."



The new lawsuits echo earlier ones from creative industries that accuse A.I. companies of training their lucrative systems with material that belongs to someone else.



The New York Times sued Microsoft and OpenAI
, the maker of ChatGPT, saying that millions of the newspaper's articles were used to train A.I. platforms. The photography syndicate Getty Images used similar reasoning in a lawsuit against Stability AI.



The actress and comedian Sarah Silverman
 and a group of 
novelists, including Jonathan Franzen and John Grisham
, have filed separate lawsuits against OpenAI, accusing the company of training its systems with their work.
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FLocking To



Where Parisians Escape to for Secret Beaches and Oyster Cabanas



A guide to France's Cap Ferret, with insider tips from Philippe Starck and three other locals.




The shallow water on the bassin side of Cap Ferret makes it a great family-friendly swimming spot.




By Kate Maxwell


Jun 21, 2024


T's monthly travel series, 
Flocking To
, highlights places you might already have on your wish list, sharing tips from frequent visitors and locals alike. 
Sign up here
 to find us in your inbox once a month, and to receive our weekly T List newsletter. Have a question? You can always reach us at 
tlist@nytimes.com
.



A sandy, 15-mile spit that reaches across Arcachon Bay like a protective arm, Lege-Cap Ferret, on France's western coast, is that country's answer to New York's Montauk, albeit dialed back a decade or two. Cap Ferret -- not to be confused with Cap Ferrat, the glitzy, southeastern French peninsula with almost the same name -- is a 30-minute ferry ride from the seaside town of Arcachon and features a varied, contrary, landscape: oyster farms on the tranquil lagoon, or 
bassin
 side, and a broad surf beach on the Atlantic side ("When there are waves, they are gigantic," says the designer and architect Philippe Starck), which has attracted Parisians since the 1950s.



The past 15 years brought an influx of even more bourgeois-bohemian visitors -- locals blame the 2010 movie "Little White Lies," written and directed by Guillaume Canet and starring Marion Cotillard, along with the high-speed train that cut the journey time from Paris to Bordeaux, roughly 45 miles from Cap Ferret, to just over two hours in 2017. Yet the peninsula has managed, for the most part, to remain low-key.



Hotels are of the charming rather than luxury variety, while bicycles, vintage Citroens and Mini Mokes outnumber Range Rovers and sports cars. And oyster cabanes, offering shellfish (an estimated 60 percent of the oysters consumed in France derive from the Arcachon Bay), white wine and not much else, serve as the local canteens.



Across the lagoon is Pyla-sur-Mer, a genteel village that's home to the Philippe Starck-designed hotels La Co(o)rniche and Hotel Ha(a)itza and Europe's tallest sand dune, the hulking Dune du Pilat, which rises more than 300 feet and makes for a challenging climb. Elegant Arcachon is also worth a visit for its markets and intriguing Ville d'Hiver, an enclave of ornate villas built in the 19th century for wealthy residents convalescing during Europe's tuberculosis epidemic. Whatever you do, leave time to explore the dune-backed la Plage de l'Horizon on Cap Ferret's Atlantic side. "It's one of the last places in France where you can be alone on a beach in the middle of summer," says the artist and fashion designer Marguerite Bartherotte. Here, Bartherotte, Starck and two other locals share some of their favorite spots.



The Insiders








The artist and fashion designer 
Marguerite Bartherotte
 grew up in Cap Ferret. She's the co-founder and creative director of the label 
G. Kero
, which has a boutique in Cap Ferret and in Paris.








Farid Ben Ahmed
 is the manager of the Moroccan homewares store 
Etincelles
 in Cap Ferret and splits time between Bordeaux and Marrakesh.








The designer 
Sarah Poniatowski
 is the founder of the
 
homewares and clothing brand 
Maison Sarah Lavoine
. She lives mostly in Paris but has a home in Cap Ferret and has vacationed in the area since she was a child.








The designer and architect 
Philippe Starck
 is based in Portugal and has a home in Cap Ferret. He
 
designed both the 
La Co(o)rniche
 and 
Ha(a)itza
 hotels in Pyla-sur-Mer, across the bay from the peninsula, and 
La Patisserie de ma Fille
, which opened in Arcachon last year. He's currently building a small hotel in Cap Ferret.



Illustrations by Richard Pedaline



Sleep




Left: on the bassin side of Cap Ferret, the old-school Hotel des Pins started out as a theater and was converted into a hotel in 1999. Right: bicycles are available to rent at Hotel des Dunes, steps from the beach on the Atlantic side of Cap Ferret.




"
Hotel des Pins
 is a charming throwback to the 1930s in a tranquil location on the 
bassin
 side. It started life as a theater and was turned into a hotel by a former Bordeaux footballer in 1999. There are 13 rooms, a restaurant and a terrace."
 (Rooms from about $100 a night.) --
 
Marguerite Bartherotte



"
Hotel des Dunes
 was the first hotel to open in Cap Ferret,
 
in 1969, and it reopened last year after a complete restoration. It's in the sand dunes, a [short] walk from the ocean, and has a surfy vibe. The 13 rooms are simple and retro, with tiled headboards, Bakelite phones and striped deck chairs on the terraces." 
(Rooms from about $185 a night.) --
 
Sarah Poniatowski



"I've been going to 
La Maison du Bassin
 for almost three decades. I have wonderful memories of a birthday surprise my wife once organized for me there: It was during a storm, so there was no heat or electricity, only candles 
(Rooms from about $170 a night).
 I also recommend renting a cottage through Sandra and Jerome Cazaubon at 
Agence immobiliere de la Presqu'ile
 -- it's the best way to experience authentic local life: walking to the market, eating at the oyster cabanas on the water and renting a bicycle to go to the ocean side of the beach" 
(Rentals from about $1,720 a week in July.) 
-- 
Philippe Starck



Eat and Drink




Left: a table for two at Huitres Maleyran, a new oyster cabane on the bay run by oyster farmer brothers Jo and Yann Crombet. Right: mussels, cooked with ham and garlic, are the house specialty at Chez Hortense.




"The food at 
La Mayzou
 is super good -- it's run by a young chef named Juliette Lacroix-Wasover and the dishes, like oysters from the 
bassin
 with ginger sauce, are influenced by her travels in Indonesia [and elsewhere]. The traditional oyster degustation [tasting] in Cap Ferret can get a bit same-y, so it's nice to have something different; the ambience is cool, and it's very nice out of season, too. I take my kids to 
Sail Fish Cafe
 for a late, casual lunch when I don't want to cook. It serves great burgers and healthy food and is open all day." -- 
S.P.



"It's a pleasure to go to 
Huitres Maleyran
, a new oyster cabane right on the bay. I take my oysters with lemon juice and I bring my own lemons, one for each degustation, because I am very demanding and use a lot of lemon. I always order the Don Juan cocktail at 
Lou Bar
,
 the cocktail bar at La Mayzou restaurant." -- 
M.B.



"
Chez Hortense
, [a seafood restaurant] overlooking the bay, is a must: It's a real Cap Ferret institution that's been passed down from generation to generation. Book a table well in advance and order the house special, the garlicky mussels. And don't miss the Dunes Blanches choux pastries filled with cream at 
Chez Pascal Pains et Dunes Blanches
 
-- they're a delight." -- 
Farid Ben Ahmed



"Have oysters at 
La Cabane d'Hortense
, the sister restaurant
 
of Chez Hortense -- it's a classic -- or at 
Les Parcs de l'Imperatrice
, which is managed by my friend Joel Dupuch: He embodies the sensitive humor of the oysterman. I also like the warm welcome and generous menus at 
Le Bouchon du Ferret
 for lunch and dinner at any time of the year -- I always order the tuna pate. If I'm entertaining at home in Cap Ferret, I love to cook an oyster omelet. Just add a few oysters at the end, warm them a bit and then serve. My friends were shocked at first but now they love it." -- 
P.S.



Shop




Renowned for its diverse selection of high-quality fruit and vegetables, Chez Cocotte is a local go-to for cooking a la maison.




"I
 
buy
 
summer
 
fruits -- raspberries,
 
cherries,
 
melons,
 
strawberries -- from
 Chez Cocotte 
in the market. It's run by a very funny, big-hearted woman who gives the kids bonbons." -- 
M.B.



"I often make a big seafood lunch for my children and their friends in the summer, with langoustines or whatever fish I find in Cap Ferret's amazing market. It's on every day [in summer] and I go around 8 a.m., before it gets crowded. 
Day.Co
 has a great selection of homewares brands -- including a lot of my own products -- as well as block-printed tablecloths and napkins that the owner has made in India, candles and a very nice collection of tableware." -- 
S.P.



Take Home




Left: a cream-topped baba au rhum pastry, one of the specialties at Cap Ferret institution Fredelian. Right: the vintage photography and prints for sale at Cap Ferret fashion and concept store Jane de Boy include black-and-white portraits of Farrah Fawcett and Charlotte Rampling and Playboy covers.




"Caneles are little cakes flavored with rum and vanilla that originated in Bordeaux -- 
Fredelian
 is the most famous patisserie in Cap Ferret and the best place to get them." -- 
S.P.



"I buy sailing gear at [the Grand Piquey location of the store] 
Comptoir de la Mer
-- I recommend the marine blue captain's cap: It's waterproof and has been refined over the years to work to perfection at sea. I find original perfumes, like Me Gustas by my lifelong friend Jacques Zolty, at 
Jane de Boy
. My wife and daughter love the boutique's laid-back, rock 'n' roll fashion and the advice the owner, Marie, gives them." -- 
P.S.



Explore




The Cabanes Tchanquees next to the Ile aux Oiseaux (Bird Island). These cabins on stilts, which were first built in the 1880s and then rebuilt in the 1940s, were used by oyster farmers to survey the beds at high or low tide.




"Rent a 
pinasse
, a traditional wooden boat, and sail to the 
Banc d'Arguin
, a huge sandbank in the middle of the bay, in front of the Dune du Pilat. It's the most beautiful place in the world: At low tide you think you're in the Maldives, there's amazing bird life and you can be alone even on July 14 [Bastille Day]. We spend all afternoon there, picnicking and playing petanque until sunset." -- 
S.P.



"There are lots of secret beach spots on the Atlantic Ocean side. Park your car anywhere on 
Avenue de Bordeaux Cap Ferret
 and walk through the forest to endless kilometers of white sand." -- 
M.B.



"Take a boat to the 
Cabanes Tchanquees
, next to the Ile aux Oiseaux (Bird Island). These cabins on stilts, the first of which was built in 1883 [then rebuilt in the 1940s], were used by oyster farmers to survey the beds at high or low tide -- they're an amazing sight." -- 
F.B.A.



"When I have a bit of free time, I do what everyone else does on the 
bassin
: I take a boat with some good friends, white wine and a few oysters and we chat until it gets dark. The real treat is the local talent for conversation. The oystermen's sense of humor is sharp, creative and contagious. I also enjoy bicycling through the villages or the forest. I wish I could surf: My daughter Justice does, and it's one of her favorite spots to do it. 
Alex ecole de surf
 is the place to learn." -- 
P.S.



Practical Matters



"Make sure you reserve the 
taxi boat
 from Arcachon to Cap Ferret in advance -- it takes [around] 30 minutes and it's the best way to get to the peninsula since there's just one tiny road, which can take ages." -- 
S.P.



These interviews have been edited and condensed.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/21/t-magazine/cap-ferret-france-guide.html
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Why Does Kendrick Lamar Want Drake to Return Tupac Shakur's Ring?



At Mr. Lamar's Juneteenth concert on Wednesday, he made a request for Drake to return Mr. Shakur's iconic crown ring. Is this about more than just beef between the two rappers?




Tupac Shakur's ring features a 14-karat crown encrusted with cabochon rubies and pave diamonds.




By Sadiba Hasan


Jun 21, 2024


When Kendrick Lamar made his entrance to his sold-out show at the Kia Forum in Inglewood, Calif., on Juneteenth, he did so with a bang. He performed "Euphoria," a track he released in April during his 
well-documented feud
 with Drake, adding a new lyric: "Give me Tupac ring back and maybe I'll give you a little respect." 



The internet 
went wild
.



This was Mr. Lamar's first time performing since his 
testy dispute
 with Drake escalated into a volley of diss tracks this spring. For the show, titled "The Pop Out: Ken & Friends," he brought out fellow West Coast artists such as Dr. Dre, YG, Tyler, the Creator, Schoolboy Q and Steve Lacy, the next generation of musicians from the region after Tupac Shakur. It was 
a victory lap after unofficially winning the war
.



Mr. Lamar had been questioning Drake's authenticity and status among Black musicians and fans, and adding the line about Mr. Shakur's ring only doubled down on that message.



The ring is one of the most 
iconic jewelry pieces in hip-hop history
. It features a 14-karat crown encrusted with cabochon rubies and pave diamonds. It also bears the inscription "Pac & Dada 1996," referring to his engagement to Kidada Jones, the daughter of Quincy Jones. The ring, which he designed himself, commemorates both the founding of his media company, 
Euphanasia
, and his romance with Ms. Jones. He wore it at the 1996 MTV Video Music Awards, his last public appearance before his killing.



In August 2023, Drake 
purchased the ring
 from an auction at Sotheby's for $1.01 million. That irked Mr. Lamar, who has taken the baton of West Coast rap from Mr. Shakur and has been influenced by his legacy.



According to Vikki Tobak, author of the 2022 book 
"Ice Cold: A Hip-Hop Jewelry History,"
 jewelry has long been a symbol of allegiance and brotherhood in hip-hop. 



"Drake just sort of buying his cred -- it doesn't sit well with a lot of people," Ms. Tobak said.




There was speculation that the outfit Kendrick Lamar wore at his Los Angeles concert on Wednesday -- a red sweatshirt, white hoodie, jeans and a massive cross chain -- was replicating Mr. Shakur's outfit from a 1994 performance.




She added: "By saying, 'give me the ring,' he means 'me' in a bigger sense. 'Me' as in hip-hop, the real hip-hop. 'Me,' the real legacy of what Tupac stands for. Kendrick is using jewelry as a way to disrespect Drake and say, 'We are the ones that should be the holders of that ring because we are the true representatives of what Pac and that ring stood for.'"



But Mr. Lamar's added lyric also raises this question: Where do hip-hop artifacts get placed, and who takes ownership of them?



Ms. Tobak also curated 
"Ice Cold: An Exhibition of Hip-Hop Jewelry,"
 which is on exhibit at New York's Museum of Natural History until January. She tried to include Mr. Shakur's ring and some of Pharrell Williams's early jewelry, which Drake had also purchased in auctions. She said that she made a request to Drake through a representative but he declined.



"I think when it comes to hip-hop, it's really important to keep certain pieces accessible to the communities that the music is from," she said, adding that the purchases indicate a move toward artifacts "being taken out of the public eye and into private hands."



Last year, 
Drake purchased several pieces of Mr. Williams's old jewelry
 via the online auction platform Joopiter. He then released 
"Meltdown,"
 a song with Travis Scott, in which he takes jabs at Mr. Williams and his camp -- "a sign of some good old hip-hop disrespect," Ms. Tobak said.



The point that Mr. Lamar is making, and has been making, is that 
he is "the culture."
 His live show on Wednesday was an ode to "the culture" and to West Coast hip-hop. 



There was speculation that even the outfit Mr. Lamar wore -- a red sweatshirt, white hoodie, jeans and a massive cross chain -- was 
replicating Mr. Shakur's outfit from a 1994 performance
. (Mr. Lamar doesn't typically wear flashy chains.)



And at the end of the show, he brought out scores of notable Los Angeles figures -- like the N.B.A. players Russell Westbrook and DeMar DeRozan -- and gang members, regardless of section. ("You ain't seen this many sections on one stage keeping it together and having peace," Mr. Lamar said at the show.) He dapped up person after person while playing his hit song "Not Like Us," another Drake diss, which he performed five times in a row. 



"I promise this won't be the last you see of us," Mr. Lamar said, before walking off the stage.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/20/style/kendrick-lamar-drake-tupac-ring.html
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The Late-in-Life Lesbian Experience Blossoms Online



Social media and websites have become a valuable resource to some women who have come out in their later years or after marriages to men.




At the time Suzette Mullen came out as a lesbian, she had been married for more than two decades to her husband and had raised two children. Ms. Mullen, who recently published a memoir about coming out later in life, said that the support she received from people she met online was pivotal as she navigated the process of living as a lesbian. 




By Louise Rafkin


Jun 23, 2024


When Suzette Mullen finally acknowledged her complicated feelings for the woman she considered her best friend, she felt the weight of a significant question: Am I gay?



Ms. Mullen, then 54, had been married for more than two decades to her husband, whom she loved. They lived together in Montauk, N.Y., and had two adult sons. She didn't have anyone she could talk to about the feelings she had been harboring.



So Ms. Mullen, an author and editor with a law degree from Harvard, went online, searching "late in life and coming out" and "How to know if you are gay?" on Google.



She quickly found communities of women, on websites like Facebook, with some of them asking similar questions. In response to a post Ms. Mullen shared in a private Facebook group, a woman in her late 40s confirmed certain suspicions that she had been confronting about her sexual identity.



"You are a lesbian," the woman wrote. "The only question is: What now?"



For Ms. Mullen, the answer was partly to learn a new language to describe herself. She was a LILLE, an acronym some use to refer to a late-in-life lesbian. (Lifelong lesbians, she learned, had their own abbreviation: L.L.L.) Her best friend was a catalyst, a term referring to a woman who awakens another's lesbian identity. And Ms. Mullen and her husband were in what some referred to as a mixed-orientation marriage, or MOM.



This lexicon was just part of what Ms. Mullen, now 63, encountered in those online communities, which she said played a pivotal role as she navigated the process of divorcing her husband and living as a lesbian.



Ms. Mullen wrote about that experience in her recently released memoir, "The Only Way Through Is Out." The book is an expansion of 
a short story
 she had published in The New York Times in 2021.



Like many divorces, Ms. Mullen's was complicated. "There were a lot of emotions involved," said her elder son, Will Harrel, 32. "Excitement for her, but also fear and uncertainty about the loss of the family unit."



Ms. Mullen's memoir is part of a media genre that includes Glennon Doyle's book "
Untamed
" -- which recounts how Ms. Doyle, at 39, left her husband for the professional soccer player and coach Abby Wambach -- and "
Am I OK?
," a new film starring Dakota Johnson as a 30-something who comes out as a lesbian. It was directed by the comedian Tig Notaro and her wife, Stephanie Allynne, who also identifies as a late-in-life lesbian. (The term can apply to women middle-aged and older who come out, or women of any age who had heterosexual relationships before coming out.)




Stephanie Allynne, left, and her wife, Tig Notaro, co-directed "Am I OK?," a new film starring Dakota Johnson as a 30-something who comes out as a lesbian.




Ms. Mullen said that, since the release of her book in February, she had received dozens of messages on Facebook and Instagram from women who relate to her story. "Being able to access support on the internet is crucial for so many," she said.



Before much of daily life migrated online, lesbians typically found community at book shops and bars, or through publications like Lesbian Connection, a magazine started in 1974. It still publishes a list of lesbians around the country who are open to receiving correspondence and visits from women making sense of their sexual identities.



But the rise of networking websites and social media, along with evolving attitudes toward identity, have made it easier for people to talk openly with others about their sexuality.



Christine Terpening, 53, a former rodeo cowgirl, was raised in Vermontville, Mich., an area with only hundreds of residents. Ms. Terpening, who still lives on the dirt road she grew up on, came out as a lesbian at 44, as a married mother of three. She described the revelation as terrifying, partly because attitudes toward homosexuality in her rural community were often negative.




When Christine Terpening, a former rodeo cowgirl, came out at 44 as a married mother of three, she said online groups introduced her to a support network wider than what she had in her rural community. 




When Ms. Terpening came out in 2014, she said, some people she had known since childhood started to look at her askance. Online, however, she found more supportive communities, which, along with her family, helped her find her footing as a late-in-life lesbian. She is still legally married to her husband; they still share a home, too -- but not a bedroom.



Ms. Terpening now runs an organization offering services to teenagers in rural areas who identify as L.G.B.T.Q.I.A.+. Some of them, she said, have also helped people who came out later in life like herself. "The bravery of generations younger than us encouraged us to not suppress ourselves any longer," Ms. Terpening said.



A recent Gallup 
poll
 reported that nearly 8 percent of Americans identified as 
L.G.B.T.Q.I.A.+
 in 2023, about two percentage points more than 
in 2020
. About 15 percent of those respondents identified as lesbians in the latest poll, up from about 12 percent. Members of younger generations -- Gen-Zers, millennials -- identified as L.G.B.T.Q.I.A.+ in far greater numbers than Gen-Xers and baby boomers; this was the case in the previous poll as well.



Miriam Grace, a 58-year-old psychotherapist in Britain who came out when she was 50, surveyed more than 2,000 late-in-life lesbians between the ages of 40 and 65 for the book "
Queering Gestalt Therapy
," which was released last year. (The title refers to a 
form of psychotherapy
.)



She said some of those women said that they had always thought that they were lesbians, but had heterosexual relationships because they feared personal or professional discrimination. Others said that they had considered their sexuality to be fluid, and came out as lesbians after developing a strong attraction to another woman. A third group consisted of women who said they were not able or willing to embrace their lesbian identity in earlier years, but that, reflecting on their lives, they could see that they were always lesbians.



"Women who devoted themselves to motherhood, or who believed their sexuality is irrelevant or dirty, may be unaware of their authentic sexuality until space opens in later life," Ms. Grace said.



Anne-Marie Zanzal, 60, a mother of four, came out as a lesbian at 52 after 27 years of marriage. Her ensuing divorce was hard on her children, who struggled with its effect on what until then was a close-knit family.



"I raised them to be progressive," said Ms. Zanzal, a Church of Christ minister in Nashville. "However, it is different when your mom, who you thought was straight, is gay."




Tasha Shelton, who came out after her marriage fell apart in 2016, said her Southern Baptist upbringing was a reason she did not explore her sexuality until later in life. 




Two years after Ms. Zanzal came out, she started a podcast, "Coming Out and Beyond." Hers is one of several podcasts that focus on the late-in-life lesbian experience; others include "The Stories We Tell," which was started by Jaime Messina, who runs a Facebook group called Club LILLES. It has some 8,000 members: Most are between the ages of 35 and 54, but some are in their 20s and others in their 70s.



Ms. Messina, 42, came out in 2001, at 18, after exploring her sexuality in AOL chat rooms. Ms. Messina, who has about 120,000 followers 
on TikTok
, said social media has played a "huge role" in helping late-in-life lesbians connect and navigate what she described as the intense skepticism some can face.



"Unlike those coming out as teenagers, they are continually asked, 'You sure? How do you know?'" said Ms. Messina, who lives in St. Petersburg, Fla.



Tasha Shelton, 48, a hair stylist and mother of three in Nashville, is a member of Club LILLES. She said it was only after her and her ex-husband's marriage fell apart in 2016 when she began to think more about her sexual identity. She had not done so sooner, she said, largely because she was raised Southern Baptist.



Ms. Shelton's children had mixed reactions when she came out, she said, but all ultimately accepted her decision.



"The support of groups like LILLES makes you see that you're not the only one sailing in the murky waters," she said.
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The T-Shirt's Message Is Simple: 'Everyone Watches Women's Sports.'



A black-and-white shirt by the brand Togethxr has become the unofficial uniform of a breakthrough moment for women's basketball.




Dawn Staley, the coach of the University of South Carolina's women's basketball team, is among the most prominent people to have worn Togethxr's "Everyone Watches Women's Sports" T-shirts to an event. 




By Callie Holtermann


Jun 18, 2024


The black T-shirt spells it out in capital letters: "Everyone Watches Women's Sports."



In the past few months, the message has been hard to miss. 
Dawn Staley
, the coach of the University of South Carolina's women's basketball team, kicked off a social media frenzy when she wore the shirt for a pregame interview in January. The comedian and actor 
Jason Sudeikis
 wore a version with yellow lettering to the women's N.C.A.A. tournament finals in April. 
Jimmy Fallon
 got one on "The Tonight Show" as a gift from the recently retired W.N.B.A. star 
Sue Bird
.



The shirt, which was created by a company co-founded by Ms. Bird, has become an unofficial uniform as 
viewership of women's basketball
 has soared, and women's sports in general have seen greater momentum.



Megan Ramos, 25, saw more than a dozen of the shirts at a W.N.B.A. game last month. "Shipping is a little behind," said Ms. Ramos, who ordered hers in April, "because everyone wants them."



The short-sleeved shirt, which sells for $45, was introduced last December by Togethxr, 
the media and apparel company
 created in 2021 by Ms. Bird, the soccer player Alex Morgan, the swimmer Simone Manuel and the snowboarder Chloe Kim. (A hoodie is also available for $85.)



The slogan aims to turn a common jab against women's sports on its head. "It's a play on people saying, 'Nobody watches women's sports' -- like, John590 from Twitter with no profile pic," 
Ms. Bird told Mr. Fallon
. "Now the numbers show it, which is amazing, so now we actually have data to it. Actually, everyone watches women's sports."




Sue Bird, a co-founder of Togethxr, showcased the brand's shirts during an appearance on "The Tonight Show" with Jimmy Fallon.




More than 18 million people watched the 2024 N.C.A.A. women's basketball championship game, which outperformed the men's final. A rookie class that includes 
Caitlin Clark
 and 
Angel Reese
 led the W.N.B.A. draft to record viewership, and established stars like 
A'ja Wilson
 and 
Breanna Stewart
 are contributing to 
swelling ticket sales
 for W.N.B.A. games.



The team at Togethxr hopes that the black-and-white shirt can appeal to fans of all the players, no matter the team. "Not putting it in certain colorways, or not making them athlete-specific or team-specific was intentional because we wanted it to feel universal," said Jessica Robertson, the company's chief content officer and a co-founder.



The company said it sold $3 million worth of shirts, hoodies and tote bags with the slogan so far this year, including 20,000 of the products during a three-day stretch at the end of this year's N.C.A.A. tournament.



A similar situation played out in 2020, when a 
bright orange W.N.B.A. hoodie became a fixture
 among N.B.A. players (and Mr. Sudeikis). But Ms. Robertson said that companies sometimes still assume that the return on investment for women's sports merchandise will be low.



"The truth is, women's sports fans have been here," she said. "You just have to make it available."



Jackie Johnston, who makes videos about women's sports on TikTok under the name Coach Jackie, said she had seen the shirts at women's soccer games, gay bars and a recent concert for the drummer 
G Flip
.



Ms. Johnston, 22, said part of the shirt's popularity can be attributed to a built-in camaraderie within a community that has long fought to be recognized. "When a female athlete that I love is wearing something, I'm like, Yes, I want to wear that," she said. "You want to be like Dawn. You want to be like Caitlin. You want to be like Alex Morgan."




The actor Jason Sudeikis, who has been known to wear clothing celebrating the W.N.B.A., has a version of the Togethxr shirt with yellow lettering.




The shirt seems designed to bridge the gap between longtime women's basketball fans and newer ones who have been hopping on the Caitlin Clark bandwagon. Other merchandise is a little more pointed.



"If you are just now tuning in to women's basketball, we told you so," reads an orange-and-white hoodie by 
Playa Society
, a streetwear brand that makes women's sports apparel. Playa Society's website 
describes the piece
 as "a statement for those who knew that women's basketball was dope, before 2024."



Ms. Ramos, who counts herself among the newer group of fans, said she is happy to exchange a knowing smile with other people wearing the shirt when she sees them in the wild. She is already thinking about ordering one of the Togethxr hoodies.



And the company has new items on the way, including a shirt to be released before the Paris Olympics with a phrase in French: "Tout le monde regarde le sport feminin." You can probably guess what it means.
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Roger Federer's Graduation Speech Becomes an Online Hit



At Dartmouth College, the retired tennis champion offered his thoughts on winning and losing.




Roger Federer noted in his speech that he had won only 54 percent of the points he had played in his 25-year career.




By Steven Kurutz


Jun 24, 2024


There are thousands of commencement addresses on college campuses each spring. Most are unremarkable and go unremarked upon. But occasionally one gets people talking and gains traction online. That was the case with the speech given by the retired tennis champion 
Roger Federer
 at Dartmouth College in Hanover, N.H., on June 9.



Mr. Federer, who left school in his native Switzerland at 16 to play professionally, noted early in his remarks that he was not an obvious choice for a commencement speaker.



"Keep in mind, this is literally the second time I have ever set foot on a college campus," he told the more than 2,000 graduates.



After some warm-up jokes about 
beer pong
 (which is said to have been invented at a Dartmouth fraternity party) and a few shout-outs to local institutions ("I got a chance to hit some balls with my kids at the Boss Tennis Center ... I also crushed some chocolate chip cookies from 
Foco
"), Mr. Federer got down to business and offered the graduates some tennis lessons that doubled as life lessons.



The part of the speech that has caught on with audiences far beyond the Ivy League environs of the Dartmouth campus -- prompting numerous 
TikTok videos
, 
many of them
 set to inspirational string music -- was his reframing of his years of dominance on the tennis court.



"In the 1,526 singles matches I played in my career, I won almost 80 percent of those matches," Mr. Federer said. "Now, I have a question for all of you. What percentage of the 
points 
do you think I won in those matches?"



The answer was 54 percent.



"In other words," he said, "even top-ranked tennis players win barely more than half of the points they play."



He went on, "The truth is, whatever game you play in life, sometimes you're going to lose. A point, a match, a season, a job."




Mr. Federer received an honorary degree at Dartmouth earlier this month.




A video of Mr. Federer's speech has garnered more than 1.5 million views on Dartmouth's 
YouTube
 channel, putting it in the company of earlier commencement addresses that have left a lasting impression.



In 2011, Conan O'Brien, a Harvard graduate, stood behind the same tree-stump lectern at Dartmouth and 
roasted the idea of elite higher education
 to uproarious laughter. Mr. O'Brien's speech continues to be watched as a comedy master class, with 4.8 million YouTube views.



A 2005 speech by the writer David Foster Wallace to the graduating class of Kenyon College, titled "
This Is Water
," circulated online as a transcript in the pre-social-media days and, in 2009, was published as a book.



Another noteworthy commencement speech, known as 
"Wear Sunscreen,"
 was not delivered as an address but rather written as a 1997 column for The Chicago Tribune by the journalist Mary Schmich. (It was the speech Ms. Schmich would have given, if asked.) Her piece inspired a hit spoken-word song by Baz Luhrmann, 
"Everybody's Free (to Wear Sunscreen),"
 and was also published as a slim book, "Wear Sunscreen: A Primer for Real Life."



Mr. Federer's decision to quit school seemed to work out for him. Over a 25-year career, he won 103 tour singles titles, including 20 Grand Slam titles, and was acknowledged as one of the greatest tennis players. Two years after his retirement, Dartmouth awarded him an honorary doctorate, citing his work as an athlete, entrepreneur and philanthropist.



Grabbing a racket toward the end of his speech, he left the Dartmouth graduates with one final lesson: "OK, so, for your forehand, you'll want to use an eastern grip. Keep your knuckles apart a little bit. Obviously, you don't want to squeeze the grip too hard."



Then he added, with a smile, "No, this is not a metaphor! It's just good technique."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/24/style/roger-federer-graduation-speech-dartmouth-tiktok-youtube.html
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Hoping for a Glimpse of Hailey Bieber, Hundreds Turn Out for Her Makeup



After braving a line that snaked through SoHo, fans snapped selfies and rubbed blush on their cheeks inside a tiny pop-up shop for Mrs. Bieber's makeup brand, Rhode.




Inside the mirrored walls of a tiny SoHo storefront, first-day arrivals daubed on products from Hailey Bieber's makeup brand, Rhode.




By Sandra E. Garcia


Jun 25, 2024


The line of Hailey Bieber fans snaked up Greene Street in Manhattan and wrapped around the block, but many were never going to get what they really wanted: a selfie with Mrs. Bieber.



"I love the Bieber family, Bieber franchise -- I'm here for it!" exclaimed Haleigh Francis. Like hundreds of others who descended on SoHo on Monday, Ms. Francis was hoping to be among the first to experience the "pocket-sized" pop-up put on by Mrs. Bieber's popular makeup and skin care brand, Rhode.



At 11 a.m., Rhode opened its doors to the public, who were invited to buy tubes of peptide lip tint for $18 apiece or a set of six mini-blushes for $130, among other skin care items.



Inside the tiny storefront, employees wore the Los Angeles girl uniform: a form-fitting white tee, semi-baggy jeans and black loafers. The walls were painted a glossy caramel shade, and mirrors emblazoned with the brand name covered the walls. Outside, a baby-pink Cosmic Bliss ice cream truck distributed samples of Strawberry Glaze, Mrs. Bieber's signature ice cream flavor, fashioned after her signature Erewhon smoothie.



With her Gen Z bona fides and the all-important aura of celebrity, Mrs. Bieber, 27, a model and socialite who founded Rhode in 2022, is carving out a niche within the crowded, billion-dollar cosmetics and skin care industry. In some ways, the pop-up is an extension of previous experiments by the brand, like a 
touring photo booth
.



"With Rhode, I'm always looking for new ways to reach our customers," Mrs. Bieber said in a phone interview. "I speak so much about how Rhode is a whole world that we're creating. As a brand, we're always wanting to bring people into the world of Rhode in fun and immersive ways."



Mrs. Bieber visited the shop the night before, when Rhode hosted a preview event for friends and skin care influencers, but she decided to skip the first day.



"I'm obviously pregnant right now, so I wanted to just do what I was the most comfortable with and kind of just let people go and have their own experience," she said, adding, "I am being a little bit more protective of my energy and space and time right now."



"My energy is going to growing this baby," she said.



Close to 1,000 fans had lined up at the door by 6 a.m. for the pop-up's first day. (It is expected to continue 
through July 3
.)



Matthew Angeles, 20, traveled from Dover, N.J., and then waited for five hours to make his way into the shop. The space was small, but there was room enough to display seven blushes and four newly released tinted lip treatments at stations spaced throughout the store. Fans stopped to take selfies as they applied products and some took photos of one another. The moment Mr. Angeles walked in the store, he reached for what he had waited so long to try: the Pocket Blush in a peachy shade called Sprinkle that was created strictly for the New York pop-up.



"I definitely wanted to try that," Mr. Angeles said, while tugging on his Renee Rapp tote. "I haven't been able to get my hands on those, and I kind of wanted to test those out, see what I like."



Marisa Darlene, 22, found out about the pop-up from social media. She arrived at 127 Greene Street at 8:30 in the morning. By 1 p.m., she was still at the back of the line.



"I was super excited to come out and knew I'd be waiting in a long line," Ms. Darlene said. "I like the excitement a pop-up brings. It's just so fun to make friends in line. This is so cool."



Even with all the excitement, however, there was one thing that could burst Ms. Darlene's bubble: if Mrs. Bieber did not show.



"I would be kind of disappointed because there's so many people here," said Ms. Darlene, a student at the Fashion Institute of Technology. "I mean, I don't even know if she expected the turnout to be this big, but I feel like that'd be nice for her just to pop by to see her fans, you know?"



A gaggle of teens from Westchester -- one pointed out she was from Brooklyn -- stood in front of Ms. Darlene in line. All were established fans of the Rhode skin care line.



"It is very tween makeup," said Stella DiStasio, 17. "It's more minimalistic, and all of the packaging is just very ... aesthetic." (Although Ms. DiStasio was the de facto spokeswoman for the group, several said the word "aesthetic" in unison.)




Among young fans of Rhode, there appears to be a broad consensus that the brand is "aesthetic."




A teenage attendee named Arrens Osorto demonstrated the flushed look that Rhode has made its calling card. He was at the back of the line, with a full face of blush.



"I'm really excited to see Hailey Bieber and all her makeup products from Rhode," he said smiling shyly from the back of the line. "I think she's inside!"



This reporter did not have the heart to tell him that Mrs. Bieber was not, in fact, at the shop.









This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/24/style/hailey-bieber-makeup-rhode.html
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