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Could this be the rare debate that changes a presidential race?
An enormous amount of research has been done on the effects of presidential debates. But this year's is not like past presidential contests.
By Philip Bump | 2024-06-27

Presidential debate signage is seen at CNN's Atlanta campus ahead of a debate between former president Donald Trump and President Biden. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


One theory of American politics is that voters are cautious observers of competing candidates and make sophisticated decisions about their vote only after considering the available information. Under this theory, presidential debates are moments of unusual importance, points at which candidates soberly present their positions to the country, answering criticisms from their opponents and offering criticisms of their own.
Perhaps 1 percent of American voters act in the manner described in the first sentence. Perhaps the most recent point at which the second sentence applied was in late 2012, but perhaps not even then.
This sounds cynical, and it probably is, but there's little question that the idealized form of candidate selection outlined above simply doesn't happen. To some extent, the system is designed so that it doesn't have to happen; political parties exist in large part to allow people to make candidate choices with less friction. And while there may be people whose votes are influenced by debates, there probably aren't many, given how infrequently debates focus on actual policy disputes.
All of which raises the question: Will Thursday's night's debate between President Biden and Donald Trump make any difference?
Answering that question depends on two considerations. The first is what has happened in the past. The second is why this year is different.
Let's look just at the seven debates that have been held since 2016. They include the three presidential debates held that year between Hillary Clinton and Trump and the 2016 vice-presidential debate. Then there are Biden and Trump's two 2020 meetings and the debate between Kamala D. Harris and Mike Pence that October.
What we see is that, in each case, polling averages shifted in the weeks after the first debate -- but not much afterward.
In 2016, Clinton had gained 3.4 points in the 538 average three weeks after the debate was held. Trump lost two points. Part of that gain might be attributable to the effects of the second debate, held about two weeks later -- or to the Oct. 7, 2016, release of the "Access Hollywood" tape in which Trump was recorded talking about assaulting women.
In the three weeks after the third debate, Trump saw a big gain -- but that was his surge in polls just as Election Day was arriving. A lot of things were happening at that point, and it's not clear that the debate played much of a role.




That's one of the challenges here, as should be obvious. Presidential debates don't happen in a vacuum, and perceptions of or support for the candidates might shift for many reasons.
In 2020, though, we again saw a gain for Biden in the three weeks after the first debate while Trump lost ground. But neither of the other two debates preceded any significant shift.




A lot of research has been conducted to assess the extent to which presidential debates affect vote choice, with little evidence that they do. Research released in 2017 does indicate that watching debates can influence voter perceptions of candidates -- but largely because of how the debates are discussed by commentators after they end.
One of the study's authors, Ethan Porter of George Washington University, appeared on a 2019 podcast to discuss the research, which centered on the 2016 debates.
"Those who watched MSNBC post-debate coverage were significantly more favorably inclined toward Hillary Clinton along a whole range of issues, along a whole range of measurements afterwards," Porter explained. "And those who watched Fox News were more positively disposed toward Donald Trump afterwards at a whole range of measures."
"But we didn't find any effects on vote choice," he added. "So it seems like watching Fox's coverage of the debate might make you like Donald Trump more, but it doesn't seem like it will make you any more likely to vote for him. And the same is true for MSNBC and Hillary Clinton."
Those who watched the debate generally felt that Clinton fared better, he explained, "except in this condition where you're watching the Fox News post-debate coverage. They really managed to oppress attitudes toward along all these dimensions."
This isn't surprising, but it's useful to recognize. What occurs in the debate is often less consequential than what happens after it, including commentary about it and, in the modern era, how snippets of the debate propagate over social media. Lots of people who didn't watch the debate will see an out-of-context clip from it in their feeds. But that still probably won't change how they vote.
As University of Wisconsin at Madison political scientist Barry Burden noted on Thursday, debate viewership has been trending up since the 1990s, though that may be in part because of more investment in partisan identities. That is, people may tune in not to learn more about the candidates but, instead, to root on their team's representative.
All of that said, it's safe to admit that this year might be different, that Thursday's debate could have an effect that other recent debates didn't.
For one thing, it's the first debate. In 2016 and 2020, the polls shifted after that first debate (though not necessarily because of it), so that might happen again. That's particularly true because this debate is happening so early in the cycle: There are fewer competing factors influencing people's vote choice. Though that also works in the other direction, since fewer people will presumably be looking to finalize their vote choice in June.
Another consideration is that performance itself is a subject of scrutiny. Trump and his allies have invested heavily in the idea that Biden is physically weak or mentally eroded; any even small slip from the president could have an outsize influence as a result. Here's where the social media ripples will matter. The Republican Party has had few qualms about taking video of Biden out of context to depict him negatively, and there's little reason to think that it or Trump's campaign wouldn't do so with debate footage.
Then there's the least likely possibility: that a candidate offers a policy proposal that both withstands criticism and changes voters' minds about his candidacy.
Stranger things have happened.
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Election 2024 live updates: Biden and Trump to face off in first 2024 debate
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail as Biden and Trump prepare to meet in the first presidential debate of the year. 
By Amy B Wang, Azi Paybarah, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Eric Lau, Susie Webb, Hannah Dormido, Amber Phillips, Emily Wright, Tyler Remmel, Philip Bump, Hannah Knowles, Lenny Bronner, Diane Napolitano, Kati Perry, Luis Melgar, Jeremy Barr, Theodoric Meyer, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Rachel Siegel, Aaron Blake, Robert Mitchell | 2024-06-27
President Biden and former president Donald Trump face off in a highly anticipated debate Thursday night hosted by CNN in Atlanta. The stakes in the debate, being held unusually early in the election cycle, are enormous for both men, as they try to shape the narrative of the race and sway undecided voters. Biden and Trump have  agreed to a second debate on Sept. 10, bypassing a decades-old tradition of three fall meetings organized by the bipartisan Commission on Presidential Debates.
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Supreme Court blocks controversial Purdue Pharma opioid settlement 
Plans would have provided billions of dollars to help address the nation's opioid crisis while protecting the family that owns Purdue Pharma from future lawsuits.
By David Ovalle, Justin Jouvenal | 2024-06-27

Protesters gather outside the Supreme Court in December as the justices hear arguments over a proposed Purdue Pharma bankruptcy plan. (Michael A. McCoy for The Washington Post)


A divided Supreme Court on Thursday blocked a controversial proposed Purdue Pharma bankruptcy plan that would have provided billions of dollars to help address the nation's opioid crisis in exchange for protecting the family that owns the company from future lawsuits.
The court ruled that U.S. bankruptcy code does not allow a court to shield the Sackler family, which owns the company and had agreed to pay up to $6 billion over 18 years as part of the plan, from future opioid lawsuits. Family members did not file for bankruptcy themselves.
The ruling marks the latest chapter in the national reckoning over the role of drugmakers such as Purdue and other companies in igniting the epidemic of addiction and overdoses. The decision means states and other parties suing Purdue will restart negotiations. The ruling could also affect major settlements in other cases approved through bankruptcy courts.
In a 5-4 decision that scrambled ideological lines on the Supreme Court, the majority found the plan was invalid because all the affected parties had not been consulted on the deal.
Justice Neil M. Gorsuch, writing for the majority, concluded that the bankruptcy code does not allow parties who did not file for bankruptcy to be shielded from lawsuits by claimants who did not consent.
"No one has directed us to a statute or case suggesting American courts in the past enjoyed the power in bankruptcy to discharge [such] claims ... all without the consent of those affected," wrote Gorsuch, who was joined by Justices Samuel A. Alito Jr., Clarence Thomas, Ketanji Brown Jackson and Amy Coney Barrett.
Purdue declared bankruptcy in 2019, as it faced thousands of lawsuits and allegations that the company helped fuel the crisis by the marketing of its blockbuster painkiller OxyContin.
The Office of the U.S. Trustee, a branch of the Justice Department, challenged the bankruptcy deal, saying it violated federal law. The legal issue before the Supreme Court in Harrington v. Purdue Pharma was whether, according to federal bankruptcy laws, the Sacklers can be shielded from future opioid-related litigation by those who do not consent to give up their rights to sue.
A panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 2nd Circuit in New York said yes, citing two provisions of the bankruptcy code. One says a bankruptcy court "may issue any order, process, or judgment that is necessary or appropriate to carry out the provisions of" the law. The other says a plan may "include any other appropriate provision not inconsistent with the applicable provisions of" the code.
The appeals court interpreted that to mean a bankruptcy court could approve provisions not expressly forbidden by the code. In August, the Supreme Court put the bankruptcy deal on hold to consider the 2nd Circuit's ruling.
Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh, writing for the minority that included conservative justice John G. Roberts Jr. and liberals Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan, said Thursday's decision "is wrong on the law and devastating for more than 100,000 opioid victims and their families." He wrote the decision restricts "the long-established authority of bankruptcy courts to fashion fair and equitable relief for mass-tort victims."
Purdue Pharma, in a statement, called the decision "heart crushing" because so many creditors supported the deal. "The decision does nothing to deter us from the twin goals of using settlement dollars for opioid abatement and turning the company into an engine for good," the company said in a statement.
Connecticut Attorney General William Tong, whose office first sued in 2019 and eventually agreed to the deal, praised the high court's decision. "Billionaire wrongdoers should not be allowed to shield blood money in bankruptcy court," he said in a statement.
He said that in new negotiations, the office will insist settlement funds be used "to save lives through opioid treatment and prevention, including direct relief to victims and their families."
The high-stakes legal fight has split relatives of overdose victims and those whose lives were shattered by opioid addiction. Some insisted the bankruptcy deal was allowing the Sackler family to get off easy, while others said immunity was the only way to get desperately needed settlement money to communities and victims themselves. Individual victims had been slated to get a total of up to $750 million, or between $3,500 to $48,000 per claim.
Ryan Hampton, a prominent victims advocate who helped craft the previous plan, said Thursday that state attorneys general need to ensure "the victims cannot be cut out of the deal when this is renegotiated."
Ed Bisch, who lost his son to an overdose and opposed the deal, expressed relief at the opinion -- calling Thursday a "good day for justice." He runs a group called Relatives Against Purdue Pharma.
Hampton and Bisch both called on the Justice Department to prosecute members of the Sackler family, who had sought civil immunity from opioid lawsuits as part of the bankruptcy deal. Sackler family members have long denied personal responsibility.
Relatives of late brothers Mortimer Sackler and Raymond Sackler said the family remains "hopeful about reaching a resolution that provides substantial resources to help combat a complex public health crisis." In a statement, the family said "the alternative is costly and chaotic legal proceedings in courtrooms across the country" and they remain confident they would prevail in future lawsuits "given the profound misrepresentations about our families and the opioid crisis."
Since 2000, more than 300,000 people have died in the United States of prescription opioid overdoses, according to statistics from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The crisis recently has evolved into an even deadlier phase, marked by the use of synthetic opioids such as fentanyl, which have fueled an overdose death toll of more than 100,000 each year.
States, local governments, Native American tribes, hospitals and victims have sued opioid manufacturers, drug distribution companies, retail pharmacy chains and others. The complex litigation has resulted in more than $50 billion in settlements with states aimed at helping them ease the crisis.
As part of its bankruptcy reorganization, Purdue agreed to settle the lawsuits it faced, in a deal valued by the company at up to $10 billion. The plan negotiated for victims and their families shields the Sackler family from future lawsuits in exchange for the family contributing up to $6 billion and giving up control of the company.
Members of the Sackler family would also give up ownership of the company, which would become a public trust that would use its profits to address the opioid crisis. It would release a trove of 30 million documents related to the marketing of OxyContin.
In 2021, a U.S. District Court judge overturned the deal initially approved in bankruptcy court, ruling that the family members who are not part of the bankruptcy proceedings cannot be exempted from future claims. The 2nd Circuit reversed and approved the bankruptcy plan, saying that shielding the Sacklers from lawsuits was needed to "ensure the fair distribution" of the settlement money.
The Justice Department asked the Supreme Court to intervene. Solicitor General Elizabeth B. Prelogar told the court that under bankruptcy law, the rights of alleged victims to sue cannot be taken away without their consent.
Purdue said the Justice Department's position would allow a single person to veto the plan despite overwhelming support from victims, states and local governments.
The Justice Department separately resolved a civil and criminal probe into Purdue, which pleaded guilty in 2020 to three felonies; the company will pay $225 million to the government if the bankruptcy settlement goes through. The Sackler family also agreed to pay $225 million in civil damages to the Justice Department.
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Supreme Court rules on Idaho abortion, EPA, Purdue bankruptcy and SEC cases, leaves Trump immunity for another day
The Supreme Court's remaining decisions include Donald Trump's claim of immunity, charges for Jan. 6 rioters, homeless encampments, Chevron and more.
By Washington Post staff, Tobi Raji, Ann Marimow, Justin Jouvenal, David Ovalle, Maxine Joselow, Cat Zakrzewski | 2024-06-27
The Supreme Court on Thursday issued four significant rulings, including overturning a Purdue Pharma bankruptcy plan that would have provided billions of dollars to help address the nation's opioid crisis in exchange for protecting the family that owns the company from future lawsuits. It also ruled against in-house Securities and Exchange Commission tribunals, blocked an Environmental Protection Agency air-quality initiative while appeals continue and formally issued a decision allowing emergency abortions in Idaho while that case makes its way through the courts. Other decisions, including whether Donald Trump is immune from prosecution in his federal election-interference case, remain to be issued, and the court -- which usually winds up its term in June -- will continue to issue decisions into July.
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Abortion ruling leaves pregnant patients, doctors in limbo over high-risk care
The Supreme Court did not settle whether patients nationwide whose health is in jeopardy during pregnancy are entitled to emergency care.
By Caroline Kitchener, Dan Diamond | 2024-06-27

Kelsie Norris-De La Cruz was experiencing a dangerous pregnancy-related complication when one hospital turned her away because of Texas's abortion ban. (Desiree Rios/FTWP)


One month after Kelsie Norris-De La Cruz was turned away from a Texas hospital with a life-threatening pregnancy complication, the 25-year-old college senior learned about a federal law that could have protected her during the most frightening medical episode of her life.
Just knowing about the Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act, known as EMTALA, made her feel she had some degree of power, Norris-De La Cruz said: The federal government required doctors and hospitals to provide abortions in emergency situations like hers -- even in states where abortion is illegal. If she had another high-risk pregnancy, she hoped, she could invoke the federal law to demand treatment.
"EMTALA, EMTALA, EMTALA," she had imagined saying to the doctor who refused in February to terminate her ectopic pregnancy, a highly dangerous condition in which the fetus implants outside the uterus. "If you don't help me, I could report you."
Norris-De La Cruz was crushed to learn Thursday that the Supreme Court had not ruled decisively to affirm those protections, leaving patients who face pregnancy complications in limbo, unsure what kind of care to expect at hospitals in states with strict antiabortion laws.
If the justices had protected emergency abortions outright, she said, "I would have felt like I had a tool ... power over my own body and my own life."
"I'm on birth control right now and still terrified."
The Supreme Court ruling allows emergency abortions to resume in Idaho, the state at the center of the legal challenge. But justices chose not to weigh in on the larger question of whether the four-decade-old EMTALA compels medical providers nationwide to offer abortions when a physician deems it necessary to protect a woman's health. The Biden administration has repeatedly invoked that position since 2021, as abortion opponents worked to overturn Roe v. Wade in 2022 and its national protections for abortion.
The case returns to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit, where litigation will continue.
The Supreme Court's decision -- first revealed Wednesday, after the court accidentally posted a near-final version of its ruling -- leaves the national abortion landscape unsettled.
Doctors and hospitals across the South and Midwest are still struggling to determine which pregnancy complications they can legally treat under the narrow medical exceptions included in abortion bans. Federal officials remain locked in battles with state leaders over whether state abortion bans or federal emergency-care laws take precedence; antiabortion advocates are girding for months of additional litigation regarding EMTALA.
And women in Texas, including Norris-De La Cruz, still don't have federally guaranteed protection for emergency abortions. A lawsuit filed by the state has blocked the Biden administration's EMTALA guidance from being invoked in Texas since 2022.
"This is not a victory, it's a delay," said Nisha Verma, an obstetrician/gynecologist who works at a large hospital in Georgia and frequently cares for women with high-risk pregnancy complications. "With all this back-and-forth, we aren't just able to practice medicine. ... We have to analyze what the court is saying, which leaves us with more uncertainty."
Georgia's six-week abortion ban includes exceptions for medical emergencies and "medically futile" pregnancies -- but, Verma said, the implementation of those exceptions varies significantly across the state. While Verma's institution attempts to provide clear guidance on what pregnancy conditions doctors can treat, she said, many of her colleagues at other Georgia hospitals must make these decisions on their own, knowing a wrong choice could lead to a felony conviction.
She had hoped the Supreme Court would issue a clear and resounding message that doctors are always able to provide stabilizing care in emergencies.
Instead, she said, they have to wait.
In Idaho, Biden officials challenged the state's strict abortion ban soon after Roe was overturned, arguing that the law needs to allow abortions in cases when a mother's health is in jeopardy. The case has ping-ponged through the courts ever since, with rulings and injunctions forcing doctors to reevaluate the circumstances under which they can legally offer abortions.
The Supreme Court ruling offered Idaho doctors a temporary reprieve, again allowing them to offer abortions when a physician determines that a woman's health is at risk.
When Sara Thomson, an OB/GYN in Idaho, first heard about the early draft of the decision that went online Wednesday, she had time only to glance at a headline about the ruling. As soon as she saw it, and realized she would again be empowered to provide emergency abortions, she felt an immense sense of relief.
Her feelings changed later that day, she said, when she returned to read more about the decision -- and realized it was only temporary.
"It was generally presumed among physicians, 'Well, if this goes to the Supreme Court, we'll get a definitive decision,'" Thomson said. "I find it disappointing to know ... we're going to have to wait again."
The back-and-forth has been an extremely taxing "roller coaster," Thomson said -- so turbulent, she added, that many OB/GYNs in Idaho have recently chosen to leave the state.
The turmoil has drawn Biden officials and reproductive rights groups to Idaho. The nation's top health official, Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra, joined Thomson and other providers Wednesday in Boise, where he vowed to defend access to emergency abortions.
"Anyone in America, who is at risk of dying ... and needs to go to an emergency room, should be able to go to an emergency room. That's always been our position," Becerra said. "Whether the care that a medical professional says you need to stabilize your health or to save your life is an abortion or not."
Biden officials have pledged to continue their efforts to highlight EMTALA and help women file expedited complaints about abortion denials. They also have said the prolonged fight over the emergency-care law -- with a resolution still months or years away -- underscores the stakes of a presidential election that pits Biden, who has worked to protect abortion access, against Donald Trump, who appointed three of the justices who overturned Roe.
State and national leaders warn that the Supreme Court's recent rulings have left America with a patchwork system, with some states restricting abortion and others becoming destinations for women seeking the procedure.
Massachusetts Gov. Maura Healey (D) on Monday took executive action to preemptively protect access to emergency abortions in the state in case the Supreme Court struck down EMTALA.
"We've already seen women pushed to the brink of death because they're not allowed to receive lifesaving emergency treatment," Healey said in an interview Wednesday. "It's just really important that in states like Massachusetts, we be really clear about our laws, and that we're going to protect patients and providers."
Many patients say clarity is desperately needed, two years after Roe was struck down and replaced by a confounding mix of state abortion bans and often-overlooked federal guidance.
In February, Norris-De La Cruz was ultimately treated for her ectopic pregnancy at a different hospital in Texas, after her best friend referred her to her own OB/GYN. Norris-De La Cruz was rushed into emergency surgery after her pregnancy had already started to rupture, according to medical records and an interview with her doctor.
Norris-De La Cruz said she thinks about the episode all the time.
"If I hadn't had fate intervene, I would have died," she said.
The Supreme Court ruling has left her thinking about all the other women who will find themselves in similar situations, she said, with no federal law to protect them.
"It makes me wonder, 'When will enough be enough?'" she said. "They had an option to save women and they're choosing not to."
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How have debate topics changed? What to expect tonight.
Will the topics in Thursday's presidential debate cover what voters care about most?
By Eric Lau, Susie Webb, Hannah Dormido | 2024-06-27
Among the top issues for uncommitted and sporadic voters from battleground states who will likely pick the next president -- or the "Deciders" -- are economy and foreign policy, two topics that have dominated the U.S. presidential debates for nearly 25 years. Tonight's debate between President Biden and former president Donald Trump provides an avenue for the candidates to appeal to Deciders on these key issues.
About 6 in 10 Deciders in a recent Washington Post-Schar School poll say that the economy is an "extremely important" issue for the election. Threats to U.S. democracy, crime, racism, immigration and abortion round out the top six issues, each with at least 40 percent of Deciders considering it as "extremely important." For each of the six topics, at least 1 in 5 Deciders do not trust either of the candidates.
CNN, the host for the first debate, has not revealed how many or which topics will be covered. Debates since 2012, which were run by the Commission on Presidential Debates (CPD), generally featured six major 15-minute segments that each covered an important issue. Each election year has featured three debates between the final two candidates, except for in 2020 when there were just two.
In both the 2008 and 2012 debates, the economy was mentioned over 1,000 times as presidential candidates discussed solutions to the 2008 financial crisis. In 2020 there were only 350 mentions of the economy in the two Biden-Trump debates. Still, the economy remains top of mind for voters today, particularly regarding inflation and high cost of living.
Foreign policy has also been a major topic debated by presidential candidates since 2000, spiking in a 2008 debate at about 500 mentions before dropping after 2012. There was a lot of public interest in foreign policy after 9/11 given the United States' involvement in the War on Terror in the Middle East. Today, both the Israel-Gaza war and the Russia-Ukraine war appeared among the top 10 important issues for Deciders.
Health care was central in the 2020 debates as covid-19 led to new questions about the health care system's response to the pandemic. Since 2000, it's been the third most-talked about topic by presidential candidates.
The two 2020 debates spent a good amount of time looking at the issue of climate change. Biden promised in both debates to reenter the Paris Accords, which he promptly carried through on shortly after his inauguration. Climate change was also a main topic in the Obama-McCain debates of 2008 as candidates discussed similar issues of global warming and energy.
Crime, a recurring subject of discussion in the presidential debates, was the fifth most-mentioned topic, followed closely by immigration.

President Donald Trump and Democratic presidential candidate and former vice president Joe Biden participate in the final presidential debate on the campus of Belmont University on Oct. 22, 2020, in Nashville. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Debates surrounding immigration, which 40 percent of the Deciders marked as extremely important, spiked in the 2016 Trump-Clinton debates, but notably weren't as big of a concern in Biden and Trump's 2020 face off.
Abortion, which became a large issue following Dobbs v. Jackson in 2022, was mentioned a couple of times in past debates. In 2020, abortion was only brought up briefly in the September debate in the context of Amy Coney Barrett's impending appointment to the U.S. Supreme Court.
During that debate, Trump said that Roe v. Wade was "not on the ballot." Two years later, Barrett was a key vote in the overturning of Roe v. Wade. Now, 17 states have ban on all or most abortions, with restrictions across the southern part of the country.
Racism, a strong concern to the Deciders of today, hasn't historically been a major topic in the post-2000s debates, though the 2020 debates briefly covered Black Lives Matter protests. Gun control also hasn't been historically talked about at-length, but the 2016 Trump-Clinton debates had a small portion on it.
While threats to democracy is the second-most important issue for today's Deciders, it's a more recent addition to the ballot given worries of election interference and the aftermath of the Jan. 6 insurrection.

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump listens as Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton answers a question from the audience during their presidential town hall debate at Washington University in St. Louis on Oct. 9, 2016. (Rick Wilking/Reuters)


The 2016 Trump-Clinton debates were the first time since 2000 that a debate moderator raised the question of election interference and directly asked candidates if they'd accept the election results. In the Sept. 26 debate, both candidates said they'd support the election outcomes. A few weeks later on Oct. 19, Trump said he'd keep voters "in suspense."
Four years later, moderators in both of the 2020 debates asked Biden and Trump how they would ensure election security and reassure the public that there would be a legitimate winner. Following the unrest of Jan. 6, those same concerns remain to the Deciders of today.
About this story
The Post obtained transcripts of presidential debates for the final two candidates since 2000 from The Commission on Presidential Debates. The topics of analysis were determined using the categories cited as "extremely important" for potential voters from The Washington Post-Schar School Decider's poll. Health care was added as a topic given its relevance to U.S. politics, despite it not being a category of the poll. For each topic, The Post developed a list of keywords related to the category and counted how many times each keyword appeared in the speeches.
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In conservative win, Supreme Court limits use of SEC in-house tribunals
Justices said the SEC's reliance on internal tribunals, rather than federal courts, to bring enforcement actions for securities fraud violates the Constitution. 
By Justin Jouvenal, Ann Marimow | 2024-06-27

The Supreme Court building in February. (Kent Nishimura for The Washington Post) 


A divided Supreme Court on Thursday invalidated the Securities and Exchange Commission's use of in-house legal proceedings to discipline those it believes have committed fraud -- a blow to the federal agency in one of several cases this term challenging the power of the executive branch.
In a 6-3 ruling, the court said the SEC's reliance on internal tribunals, rather than federal courts, to bring enforcement actions in securities fraud cases violates the Constitution. The court's decision has implications for other regulatory agencies.
The justices were reviewing a ruling from the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit that said the SEC's in-house tribunals violated the Seventh Amendment, which guarantees the right to a jury trial. The appeals court said Congress exceeded its power in allowing such tribunals and that the job security provided to administrative law judges who hear such cases infringed on the executive branch's prerogatives.
Writing for the majority, Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. said a defendant facing a fraud suit has "the right to be tried by a jury of his peers before a neutral adjudicator. Rather than recognize that right, the dissent would permit Congress to concentrate the roles of prosecutor, judge, and jury in the hands of the Executive Branch."
In dissent, Justice Sonia Sotomayor warned of a "massive sea change" for federal agencies.
"The constitutionality of hundreds of statutes may now be in peril, and dozens of agencies could be stripped of their power to enforce laws enacted by Congress," wrote Sotomayor, joined by Justices Elena Kagan and Ketanji Brown Jackson. "Rather than acknowledge the earthshattering nature of its holding, the majority has tried to disguise it."
The challenge was brought by George Jarkesy, who set up two hedge funds and used a company named Patriot28 LLC to advise on those investments. The funds had more than 100 investors and about $24 million in assets.
The SEC launched an investigation into Jarkesy and Patriot28's investing activities in 2011, and the agency alleged in 2013 that he the company made several misrepresentations and overvalued the funds' assets to increase fees charged to investors.
Jarkesy and the companies represented to brokers and investors that a prominent accounting firm served as the auditor for the funds and that a prominent investment bank served as their prime broker, the government said in its brief, even though "the firm never audited the funds and the bank never opened a prime brokerage account for them."
After an internal tribunal found the violations, the SEC ordered Jarkesy and Patriot28 to pay $300,000 in a civil penalty and turn over nearly $685,000 in illicit profits.
Individuals and entities who face such proceedings have the right to challenge adverse rulings in federal court. Jarkesy did so, and the conservative appeals court threw out the findings against him on three grounds: that they violated the Seventh Amendment, that Congress exceeded its powers in allowing the SEC the choice to bring actions either in-house or in district court, and that the removal procedures for administrative law judges who hear such proceedings provide too much protection.
Justice Elena Kagan said during oral arguments in SEC v. Jarkesy that the 5th Circuit ruling contradicted a 1977 opinion by the high court that backed the powers of a workplace safety commission to conduct administrative hearings. That case, Atlas Roofing Co. v. Occupational Safety and Health Review Commission came up more than 100 times during the November discussion.
Some justices worried a broad ruling could disrupt administrative law proceedings by additional agencies, such as the Federal Trade Commission, Social Security Administration and Environmental Protection Agency.
But Roberts said it was time to revisit that 1977 precedent. Other conservative justices said they felt the in-house tribunals gave the SEC too much power, essentially allowing it to act as judge and jury.
The SEC, which was formed in the wake of the stock market crash of 1929 and the Great Depression that followed, is tasked with protecting investors and regulating markets.
The SEC case is one of a series that the Supreme Court is hearing this term that could reshape the regulatory power of the federal government. Also on Thursday, the high court put a hold an ambitious plan by the EPA to regulate air pollution that drifts across state lines.
Last month, the Supreme Court rejected a broad challenge to the powerful Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, which would have undermined the agency established to protect borrowers from predatory lenders, excessive fees and other abuses in the wake of the 2008 financial crisis. In a 7-2 decision authored by Justice Clarence Thomas, the majority found the agency's funding mechanism to be constitutional.
Two cases still to be decided seek to overturn a major ruling that requires courts defer to federal agency's reasonable interpretations of ambiguous laws. Lower courts still rely on the precedent known as Chevron, but the Supreme Court has moved away from its holdings in recent years.
This is a developing story. It will be updated.
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Supreme Court blocks EPA's 'downwind' air-quality initiative
States, trade associations and companies sought to pause the EPA's "good neighbor" plan to fight downwind pollution, which is being challenged in a lower court.
By Justin Jouvenal, Maxine Joselow | 2024-06-27

Downtown Los Angeles is partially obscured in smog in November 2019. (Mario Tama/Getty Images)


The Supreme Court dealt a blow to the Environmental Protection Agency's regulation of air quality on Thursday, putting on hold a major initiative to improve public health by reducing smog-forming pollution from power plants and factories that blows across state lines.
The decision is the third time in as many years that the court's conservative majority has sharply challenged the EPA's power to regulate pollution, following rulings in 2022 and 2023 that targeted the agency's ability to limit greenhouse gases and protect wetlands from runoff.
In this year's case, a divided court sided 5-4 with states, trade associations and companies that asked for a pause on the agency's ambitious "good neighbor" plan as they challenge it in a lower court.
The way the decision was made was notable: The justices took up the case on an emergency basis while it is still playing out in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit. Usually, the high court waits for proceedings to finish in lower courts before taking up such challenges.
That move angered liberal justices and environmentalists, who questioned what was so urgent when the regulations do not go into effect until mid-2026. They also said the ruling could embolden industry to challenge other regulations before they launch. The Supreme Court typically accepts challenges to such rules only after they go into effect.
The states of Ohio, Indiana and West Virginia, and other groups asking for a hold on the plan, argued that it was unworkable and illegal, would require industries to spend billions for upgrades to cut pollution, and could even lead to power and heating shortages by forcing plants to shutter.
The EPA contended that those concerns were unfounded and said the plan is critical for the health of residents in downwind states, particularly the young and elderly, who are susceptible to asthma, emphysema and other lung diseases exacerbated by ground-level ozone, the main component of smog.
But most of the court's conservatives, led by Justice Neil M. Gorsuch, rejected the EPA's contention.
"Put simply, EPA's response did not address the applicants' concern so much as sidestep it," Gorsuch wrote in the majority opinion.
The agency estimates the plan could remove 70,000 tons of nitrogen oxide, an ozone-forming pollutant, from the air by summer 2026; prevent as many as 1,300 premature deaths; and reduce emergency room visits.
The EPA said in a statement that it was disappointed in the ruling, but looked forward to defending the "good neighbor" plan before the D.C. Court of Appeals as the lawsuit continues.
While the initiative is on pause, the agency said, "Americans will continue to be exposed to higher levels of ground-level ozone, resulting in costly public health impacts that can be especially harmful to children and older adults and disproportionately affect people of color, families with low-incomes, and other vulnerable populations."
West Virginia Attorney General Patrick Morrisey (R) applauded the decision. "The country's power grid is already stressed as it is, and now this administration is attempting to add more regulation that's going to stress the grid even more," Morrisey said in a statement. "This decision by the Supreme Court is correct but the EPA will keep trying to legislate and bypass Congress's authority."
The case grew out of the EPA's implementation of a section of the Clean Air Act that requires sources of pollution in upwind states to curb their emissions if they are affecting the air quality in downwind states. Prevailing west-to-east winds can carry pollutants hundreds of miles across the country.
The rule has been a source of tension between Midwest and Appalachian states, and those on the East Coast, where pollution often ends up. It has also evoked political divisions -- Republicans often complain that the rule saddles industry with onerous expenses, while Democrats typically applaud the health and environmental benefits.
In 2015, the EPA strengthened air quality standards for ozone pollution, requiring states to submit plans to comply. The EPA found the plans to reduce pollution in most states were inadequate, so the Biden administration announced rules for 23 states in 2023 as required by the law. The rules limit emissions from power plants, steel mills, cement factories and other industrial polluters.
In separate litigation, 12 states challenged the EPA's disapproval of their plans in court and won stays. The plaintiffs in this case went a different route: They challenged the plan in the D.C. Circuit Court, arguing that it was arbitrary and capricious, and sought a stay pending the review.
The plaintiffs said it was unclear how the plan would work if 12 states were no longer subject to it and challenged its adequacy on other technical grounds. The D.C. Circuit Court denied the stay and the petitioners submitted their emergency request to the Supreme Court while the main case is playing out in the lower court.
The Supreme Court agreed to hear the request, but went a step further, saying it would also consider whether it is reasonable to do so before a lower court had suspended the rule.
Downwind states such as Maryland, New York, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania filed a friend of the court brief in the case, saying pollution that wafts into their states from upwind sources has major health consequences for their residents. They said it also makes it difficult for them to meet federal air quality guidelines and will force them to implement even stricter controls on their own sources of pollution -- at great expense -- to comply with the rules.
The ruling once again demonstrates the skepticism with which the Supreme Court's conservative majority views federal regulation not specifically approved by Congress, and the justices' willingness to curb the power of federal agencies. In a separate ruling Thursday, the court struck down the legality of in-house tribunals the Securities and Exchange Commission uses to handle securities fraud cases.
The court has not yet ruled on a challenge to the legal precedent known as Chevron deference, which holds that courts defer to federal agencies on reasonable interpretations of ambiguous statutes. In May, the Supreme Court gave a win to federal agencies, ruling that the funding mechanism for the powerful Consumer Financial Protection Bureau is constitutional.
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The danger of over-reading individual polls
It's always risky to use polls as predictors months in advance of an election. It's particularly tricky at this moment.
By Philip Bump | 2024-06-27

Poll workers help people vote in the Nevada primary in Henderson, Nev., on June 11. (John Locher/AP)


In the wake of Donald Trump's conviction on 34 felony counts in a Manhattan courtroom, both his supporters and his detractors looked for evidence that the outcome had influenced the presidential election in their direction.
Trump came out of the gates quickly, asserting that he'd gotten a six-point gain in the polls thanks to a dubious survey conducted by the Daily Mail. Supporters of President Biden had something more robust to which they could point: data from the New York Times, based on a Siena College poll, that showed a small shift toward Biden.
As time passed, polling averages (like the one from 538) didn't indicate much movement. And on Wednesday, the Times published the results of its new Siena poll: Trump had gained ground, thanks in part to Republicans rallying around him.
The shift since the paper's April national poll is modest. Then, Trump had a one-point poll among likely voters; now, it's four points. There are lots of caveats, including that we're looking at likely voters and focusing on the head-to-head polling question rather than the one that includes third-party voters. But this is, in part, the point: The story here is more about uncertainty than certainty.
Consider the shifts among various demographic groups since the Times's April poll. At the time, Biden's soft support among younger voters was a focus of the Times' coverage. But that two-point Biden advantage among those under 30 is now a 19-point one -- in line with the 24-point edge he had in 2020. Maybe this is a function of the Biden team reaching out to younger voters or maybe it's an indication that his base is (as his team has promised would occur) coming home. Or -- probably -- it's a function of the way that subgroup polling among relatively small populations can swing.
Are the shifts among the youngest voters or those ages 45 to 64 or among Black voters significant? Do they show real movement? Or are they blips in a poll that the Times's polling lead has suggested might be an outlier?




None of this is to suggest that the Times poll -- or any other individual poll -- isn't useful and doesn't offer insight. It is, instead, to point out that there are various ways in which there are incentives to elevate specific poll results in ways that might be misleading. Trump's celebration of that Daily Mail poll is one, picking up an obviously suspect result as indicative of change. Extracting an interesting tidbit from a single poll is another. Tidbits from reliable polls are valid, but they demand caution and context. (In the interest of full disclosure, I will admit having myself at times been less cautious than is perhaps warranted.)
With those caveats in mind, it's useful to consider the ways in which the Times-Siena poll captures Trump's enthusiasm advantage. There were several questions centered around the fervency of support for each candidate, including on favorability, concerns about age and whether each party's presumptive nominee should actually be the nominee. On each question, Trump fared better both overall -- and with his own party.




Trump's overall numbers are in part driven by his fervent support, of course. Trump voters make up about half of poll respondents, and their enthusiasm therefore colors half of the sample. Nor is this a surprising result. Biden's support has always been less energetic, with voters in both 2020 and in 2024 polling often indicating that their planned votes for Biden being largely a reflection of their opposition to Trump.
There is another consistency in the new Times poll: A large chunk of Republicans and people who plan to vote for Trump in November believe that he committed a serious federal crime. A poll earlier this year found a similar result.




This isn't a reflection of indifference among Republicans to the Trump conviction. That's real; 9 in 10 Republicans said they viewed the charges against the former president as being politically motivated. There's an ironic "I'm voting for the felon!" rallying cry running through his base of support that reflects skepticism about the indictments. But the result above is simply indifference about Trump's actions, an acceptance among some supporters that he actually committed a crime.
So where does the race stand? Polling averages tend to be a more reliable way to view how things have shifted. The Washington Post has one of its own, one that uses high-quality national and state-level polling to calculate who voters currently favor in the presidential race. Instead of looking at one poll, it looks at lots of polls, a better way to track trends and positions.
It hasn't changed much this year.




There is a lot of information included in individual polls, providing lots of opportunity to pick out apparent shifts and surprising results. But the state of the 2024 presidential race is what it has long been and what it will almost certainly continue to be until November: close and unpredictable.
Lenny Bronner contributed to this report.
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Supreme Court officially allows emergency abortions in Idaho, for now
The ruling, which was prematurely posted by the high court, allows emergency abortions in Idaho to stabilize patients -- for now, while litigation continues.
By Ann Marimow | 2024-06-27

President Biden signs an executive order on abortion access onJuly 8, 2022, in Washington as Vice President Kamala Harris, Health and Human Services Secretary Xavier Becerra, and Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco watch. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)


Hospitals in Idaho that receive federal funds must allow emergency abortion care to stabilize patients even though the state strictly bans the procedure, the Supreme Court ruled on Thursday, one day after the opinion was prematurely posted on its website.
The court's unsigned decision does not address the substance of the case. Instead, while litigation in the matter continues, the justices temporarily reinstated a lower court ruling that had allowed hospitals to perform emergency abortions without being subject to prosecution under Idaho's abortion ban.
At issue is the nearly four-decade-old Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act, known as EMTALA, which requires certain hospitals to stabilize or transfer patients needing emergency care.
The Biden administration sued Idaho in 2022, saying the state's strict abortion ban conflicts with federal law that requires emergency abortions if needed to address threatening health conditions short of death, such as organ failure or loss of fertility.
Abortion rights groups cast the ruling as a temporary victory that ensures emergency care in Idaho for now but does not settle the question of whether federal law preempts strict state bans, including in other states.
The Idaho case was one of two before the high court this term to address abortion access nationwide two years after the justices overturned Roe v. Wade, which had guaranteed a constitutional right to abortion. The justices in early June unanimously rejected a challenge to the widely used abortion medication mifepristone, saying the antiabortion doctors who brought the lawsuit did not have standing to do so.
The Biden administration first turned to EMTALA in late 2021 as a way to try to ensure access to abortion in limited situations. That effort ramped up after the Supreme Court struck down Roe the following summer.
In July 2022, the administration told hospitals receiving Medicare funds that emergency room doctors must terminate pregnancies in some circumstances, even if a state's law bars the procedure. Hospitals that do not comply face penalties of up to $120,000 per violation.
The White House and abortion rights advocates say the administration is applying the emergency-care law as originally designed, pointing to years-old cases they say show a consistent pattern of enforcement.
Idaho bans all abortions except those necessary "to prevent the death of the pregnant woman" and imposes penalties of up to five years on doctors who perform the procedure. There have been harrowing reports of hospitals turning away women with high-risk pregnancy complications. Health-care workers have reported uncertainty and confusion about when state abortion bans apply, resulting in delays for some procedures.
Conservatives and abortion opponents say the administration is twisting EMTALA's intent to secure abortion access post-Roe.
The text of the federal statute requires hospitals to offer "any individual" with an emergency medical condition "such treatment as may be required to stabilize the medical condition." There is no reference to abortion in the statute or to any other type of care, and GOP officials say the Biden administration cannot use EMTALA to force hospitals that receive federal funds to violate a state law.
Lower courts had issued conflicting decisions about the application of the federal law. A district judge in August 2022 sided with the Biden administration and temporarily blocked the contested provision of the Idaho law. The judge left the state's ban on most abortions in place but said that because of the obligation of hospitals under conflicting federal law, a doctor cannot be punished for performing an abortion to protect a patient's health.
Then a three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit allowed the state to enforce the law -- before a full complement of judges on the same appeals court again blocked Idaho's ability to punish emergency room doctors while the appeals continued.
The Supreme Court in January agreed to take the case, Idaho v. United States, in response to Idaho's emergency request and allowed the law to take effect while litigation continued.
This is a developing story. It will be updated.
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Supreme Court allows White House contacts with social media platforms; Trump immunity still undecided
The Supreme Court's remaining decisions include Donald Trump's claim of immunity, charges for Jan. 6 rioters and abortion care.
By Justin Jouvenal, Ann Marimow, David Ovalle, Will Oremus, Tobi Raji, Cat Zakrzewski, Cristiano Lima-Strong, Nick Mourtoupalas, Holly Bailey | 2024-06-27
The Supreme Court still has multiple blockbuster decisions set to drop. The major cases still outstanding include hot-button issues such as abortion, the power of federal agencies and former president Donald Trump's claim that he is immune from prosecution on election interference charges. On Wednesday, the court rejected an effort to limit White House contacts with social media firms to flag disinformation. A divided court said the challengers did not have legal standing to bring the case.
The term usually wraps up by the end of June, and Friday is the last weekday of the month. The justices have already said more decisions are coming Thursday and Friday. With at least nine major rulings left, it seems likely they will continue their term into July.
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What Biden, Trump need to do to win Thursday's presidential debate
The first presidential debate gives Biden and Trump a chance to sway undecided voters. Here's a look at what the candidates need to do and what they need to avoid.
By Amber Phillips | 2024-06-27

Despite Joe Biden and Donald Trump being two of the best-known politicians on the planet, the CNN presidential debate could nonetheless shape voters' perceptions of both men, say strategists on both sides. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


President Biden and former president Donald Trump will face off Thursday in the first presidential debate of the 2024 election cycle, offering a rare chance for viewers to watch the two candidates contrast their vision for the future.
"No question, this is a high-stakes moment for both candidates," said Kate Bedingfield, a former White House communications director for Biden who helped him prepare for his 2020 debates, and who now works as a political commentator for CNN.
The debate will probably be the first time many voters tune into what they have to say, so their performances could shape the rest of this very close race. When the two last debated in 2020, Trump constantly interrupted Biden, which some strategists said damaged his campaign. This time, the mics will be muted when it's not a candidate's turn to speak, and there won't be a live audience.
The 90-minute debate is hosted by CNN. It will start at 9 p.m. Eastern. The Post's coverage of the debate will kick off with live analysis beginning at 8 p.m.
Here's what strategists on both sides say needs to happen for each candidate to have a successful debate.

Biden speaks while debating Trump on Sept. 29, 2020, in Cleveland. (Patrick Semansky/AP)


Democratic strategists say Biden is expected to steer many conversations back to his bread and butter on the campaign trail: talking about issues around protecting Americans' freedoms -- whether that's voting access, reproductive care or democratic norms. Polls show that a vast majority of Americans support abortion rights and that stopping threats to democracy is a top issue for Americans on both sides of the aisle.
"Biden's goal is to remind voters this is not a referendum on Biden; it's a choice between him and Trump," said Democratic strategist Tim Hogan, who worked for Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign in 2016 and Amy Klobuchar's in 2020.
But voters who say democracy is a top issue aren't necessarily Biden voters. In six swing states, key voters who could decide the election trust Trump more than Biden on democracy issues, according to a new Washington Post-Schar School poll.
On immigration, Biden may be on the defensive. Record levels of migrants have been crossing the southern border since he took office. Leading up to this debate, he has upset both sides of the aisle: He made moves to close the border when migrant crossings hit a certain number per day, enraging civil rights groups. And he just made it easier for undocumented spouses of U.S. citizens to get a path to citizenship, which many in his base support.
But partly because of his overall unpopularity, Biden should spend less time defending his record and more time pitching what he'd do in his second term, Democratic strategists said.

President Joe Biden is participating in the CNN debate set for June 27.  Washington Post White House reporter Matt Viser breaks down what to expect.


Even though both men would be the oldest president ever if they win in November, voters say they're more concerned about Biden's age, 81, than Trump's, 78. So Biden may be under more of a microscope than Trump if he commits any verbal stumbles -- an unfair measure, perhaps, given he has a stutter -- or gives a lackluster performance. Rather than scripted speeches, he'll have to compete in real time with Trump's showmanship.
Democratic strategists expect Biden to come across as fiery and passionate. They point to Biden's performance at the State of the Union in March, where he slammed Republicans and challenged them in real time to a debate as an example of a strong public performance.
Democrats anxious about Biden's performances shouldn't be, Bedingfield said. "He really is a game day player," she said. "And he certainly knows the stakes of this debate. So I think we can expect a really energized, engaged and aggressive Joe Biden is going to show up."

Trump campaigns in Philadelphia on Saturday. (Joe Lamberti for The Washington Post)


Republican strategists say Trump should avoid the tones of grievance he strikes on the campaign trail, where he frequently claims without evidence that he won the 2020 election and complains that he's being unfairly prosecuted by the Justice Department. In his ideal debate, he won't call those who stormed the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, "patriots" or talk about pardoning them, and he'll stay focused on pocketbook issues.
"Trump talking about retribution is unnecessary," said strategist Jesse Hunt, who has run communications for Republican candidates across the country. "It distracts from the real differences he has with Biden, and that is what independents care about."
When it comes to issues voters care deeply about, Trump does well with voters. Right now, polls show voters give him better marks than Biden on handling the economy, crime and immigration. Trump's advisers have urged him to talk about the differences between his presidency and Biden's when it comes to inflation and immigration, The Washington Post's Michael Scherer and Marianne LeVine report.
The main question for Trump allies is whether he can stay on message.
"When Trump speaks, he speaks with such conviction that it gives people confidence he knows what he's talking about," Hunt said.

Donald Trump is participating in the CNN debate on June 27. Washington Post political reporter Isaac Arnsdorf dissects what he'll be keeping an eye on.


Strategists on both sides say Trump needs to give a clear answer on where he stands on abortion bans and medication abortion. This is one of the few major issues that play strongly for Biden, and Trump has tried to avoid taking hard-and-fast positions on how and when abortions should be allowed.
For example: After paving the way for the court to overturn Roe v. Wade with his three Supreme Court nominees, he says bans should be left up to the states. But when an 1860s abortion ban was revived in Arizona, Trump said it went too far. (The governor signed a repeal in May.)
He's also ducked saying what he thinks should happen with a pill commonly used in medication abortion that the Supreme Court recently protected.
The Biden campaign has been working hard to cast Trump as unhinged, more so than the last time he was president. If Trump performs at this debate like he does at his rallies -- last weekend he suggested migrants fight for sport -- he could play right into that narrative.
"Voters know a lot about these guys," said Sarah Longwell, the publisher of the anti-Trump, conservative Bulwark media franchise, "and the question for them is: 'Am I more worried about Biden being older, or am I more worried about Trump being a crazy lunatic?'"

The Biden and Trump campaigns are negotiating new rules for the 2024 presidential debates. Here's what we know.
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What we know about how the CNN presidential debate will work
All non-major-party candidates, including Robert F. Kennedy Jr., have failed to qualify for the debate, the network has announced.
By Maegan Vazquez | 2024-06-27

Donald Trump and Joe Biden at their October 2020 debate in Nashville. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


The first presidential debate of the 2024 general-election season is set to take place Thursday -- a history-making event that will feature a sitting U.S. president, Democrat Joe Biden, and a former president, Republican Donald Trump, facing off onstage on such a program for the first time.
Biden and Trump both previously agreed to participate in the CNN debate in Atlanta and a Sept. 10 debate broadcast by ABC News. They are bypassing a decades-old tradition of three fall meetings organized by the bipartisan Commission on Presidential Debates.
According to CNN, Trump and Biden agreed to accept the rules and format of the debate, which were outlined in letters the network sent to their campaigns in May.
Here are the details of Thursday's debate:
You can watch the CNN presidential debate live on The Washington Post's website. The Post's coverage of the debate will kick off with live analysis beginning at 8 p.m. Eastern on Thursday.
The debate is scheduled to begin at 9 p.m. Eastern and will be 90 minutes. Along with The Post's live stream of the debate broadcast, the program will air on CNN's properties and be simulcast to several other broadcast networks around the United States.
All non-major-party candidates, including Robert F. Kennedy Jr., have failed to qualify for the debate, CNN announced last week.
Only Biden and Trump met all of the network's constitutional, ballot access and polling qualifications.
During the debate, there will be two commercial breaks. The inclusion of corporate sponsors is a departure from Commission on Presidential Debates events.
Campaign staff may not interact with their candidate during the breaks, the network said, denying Biden and Trump the opportunity to huddle with their advisers for the 11/2-hour duration of the debate.

President Joe Biden is participating in the CNN debate set for June 27.  Washington Post White House reporter Matt Viser breaks down what to expect.


There will be no opening statements from candidates, but they will be allowed a two-minute closing statement, CNN confirmed. Biden will deliver a closing statement first, followed by Trump.
Ninety minutes of debate time will begin when the first question is answered. When asked a question, each candidate will have two minutes to respond, which will be followed by one-minute rebuttals and responses to the rebuttals. There will be another minute that can be used at the discretion of the moderators.
There will also be a visual reminder of response timing. Lights attached to CNN's cameras and in the candidates' field of view will be yellow when a candidate has 15 seconds left to respond. They'll flash red when they have five seconds left to respond. The lights will turn solid red when their time has expired.
Trump and Biden have agreed to stand at uniform lecterns onstage.
Biden's campaign won a coin flip to choose whether it wanted to select lectern positions or the order of closing statements. The Biden campaign chose the lectern position, selecting the stand that will appear on the right side of viewers' screens during the debate. Trump will be on the left. The lecterns will be eight feet apart.
Candidates' microphones will be muted throughout the program except for when it's their turn to speak -- an effort to limit interruptions observed in previous debates. CNN said debate moderators Jake Tapper and Dana Bash "will use all tools at their disposal to enforce timing and ensure a civilized discussion."
During an on-air walk-through of the debate stage on Wednesday, CNN showed that two lights on each candidate's lectern will turn green when their microphone is on. CNN also demonstrated that when a candidate's microphone is off, any comments they make will be very difficult for debate watchers to understand.

Donald Trump is participating in the CNN debate on June 27. Washington Post political reporter Isaac Arnsdorf dissects what he'll be keeping an eye on.


Each candidate will be given a pen, a notepad and a bottle of water. No props or written notes will be allowed onstage.
CNN previously confirmed that there will be no studio audience present during the June debate, which has not been the case in many previous presidential debates.
At debates, audiences are often instructed to remain quiet, except at the beginning and end of the program. But that rule has not always been followed, leading to cheers and jeers interrupting the events.
Kennedy recently announced that during the debate he will participate in a live stream in which he will answer the same questions that Trump and Biden are asked onstage. Kennedy's website therealdebate.com says it will have a live broadcast "powered by X."
Green Party candidate Jill Stein will be live-tweeting during the debate. She will also deliver a "live response" when the debate concludes.
Other non-major-party presidential candidates have not announced what they plan to do during the debate.
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The biggest 2024 Supreme Court rulings to come, and what's been decided
We're tracking decisions in the biggest cases before the Supreme Court in 2024 -- what has been decided and what is still to come. See the latest.
By Ann Marimow, Nick Mourtoupalas, Tobi Raji | 2024-06-26
As the Supreme Court nears the end of its term, the justices are at the center of many of the nation's most politically sensitive debates. By the end of this week, or in early July, the court is poised to announce decisions in cases involving former president Donald Trump's claim that he is immune from prosecution and whether Jan. 6, 2021, rioters were properly charged, as well as cases on emergency abortion care, the opioid crisis, homelessness and more.
More decisions will be issued Thursday and Friday, starting at 10 a.m. Eastern time. Here's a look at the biggest cases still to be announced. And below that, the more significant decisions of the term so far.
Trump v. United States
Oral argument: Held April 25.
What's at stake: Whether Trump is immune from prosecution for his alleged efforts to stay in power by overturning Joe Biden's election victory.
Background: Trump's unprecedented claim that presidents cannot be criminally charged for acts they undertook while in the White House will directly impact whether he goes on trial in D.C. on election-obstruction charges. It could also affect his separate trials in Florida and Georgia. At oral argument, the justices appeared ready to say Trump can be prosecuted but rule in a way that requires more pretrial action from lower courts, further delaying his stalled trial in the nation's capital.
Fischer v. U.S.
Oral argument: Held April 16.
What's at stake: Whether prosecutors properly charged hundreds of Jan. 6 defendants and Trump using a law that makes it a crime to obstruct or impede an official proceeding -- in this case, the disruption of Congress's certification of Biden's 2020 election victory.
Background: The case concerns whether a law written in the wake of the Enron scandal, which involved document-shredding by the company's accountants, can be used to prosecute some of the Jan. 6 rioters. At oral argument, the court appeared deeply divided, with several conservatives quite skeptical of the government's decision to charge participants under the law.

Pro-Trump protesters attempt to tear down a police barricade during a rally to contest the certification of the 2020 presidential election results at the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. (Shannon Stapleton/Reuters)


Idaho v. U.S.
Oral argument: Held April 24.
What's at stake: Whether a federal law requiring emergency care means ER doctors in states with strict abortion bans must nevertheless terminate pregnancies in certain non-life-threatening circumstances, such as if a woman's future fertility may be at risk. The justices appear poised to allow such abortions while litigation on the matter continues, according to a ruling that was briefly posted on the Supreme Court website on June 26 but has not been officially issued.
Background: After the Supreme Court eliminated the nationwide right to abortion in 2022, the Biden administration turned to a Medicare law as a narrow way to challenge state-level abortion bans in federal court. The Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act requires hospitals receiving Medicare funds to treat or transfer patients with emergency medical conditions regardless of ability to pay.
NetChoice, LLC v. Paxton and Moody v. NetChoice, LLC
Oral argument: Held Feb. 26.
What's at stake: Whether the First Amendment allows states to restrict social media companies from removing certain political posts or accounts.
Background: At oral argument, justices seemed skeptical that the First Amendment permits state governments to set rules for how social media companies such as Facebook and YouTube curate content. Even as justices expressed concern about the power of the platforms over public debate, a majority appeared likely to block Texas and Florida laws passed in 2021. The court's review of the laws is the highest-profile examination to date of allegations that Silicon Valley companies illegally censor conservative viewpoints.
Loper Bright Enterprises v. Raimondo and Relentless, Inc. v. Dept. of Commerce
Oral argument: Held Jan. 17.
What's at stake: Whether courts must continue to defer to the reasonable interpretations of agency officials enforcing ambiguous federal statutes. Conservatives concerned about the power of the administrative state want to limit the discretion of agency officials and allow courts to interpret laws regulating the environment, the workplace, public health and financial markets.
Background: The court is being asked to overturn a long-standing precedent that set the framework for evaluating agency action known as "Chevron deference," from a 1984 case, Chevron U.S.A. v. Natural Resources Defense Council. While the Supreme Court has not invoked Chevron in recent years, lower courts still rely on it. The court's conservative majority seemed inclined during argument to overturn or significantly scale back Chevron, which could weaken the government's ability to regulate vast swaths of American life.

Skipper Patrick Quinn works aboard the Retriever while docked at a Norpel facility with a boat full of herring in New Bedford, Mass., on Jan. 3. The fish are at the center of the regulatory oversight case. (Joe Lamberti for The Washington Post)


Securities and Exchange Commission v. Jarkesy
Oral argument: Held Nov. 29.
What's at stake: Whether in-house legal proceedings used by the Securities and Exchange Commission to discipline those accused of committing fraud are unconstitutional.
Background: A lower court ruled the SEC's in-house tribunals violate the Constitution's Seventh Amendment right to a jury trial, that Congress exceeded its power in allowing such tribunals and that the job security provided to administrative law judges who hear such cases infringed on the executive branch's prerogatives. A broad decision could cast doubt on the work administrative law judges do across the federal government, but the justices critical of the SEC procedures seemed to be looking for a more narrow resolution during oral argument.
Harrington v. Purdue Pharma
Oral argument: Held Dec. 4.
What's at stake: The legality of a proposed Purdue Pharma bankruptcy plan that would allocate billions of dollars to help ease the nation's opioid crisis but shield the family that owns the company from future lawsuits.
Background: The legal issue before the court is whether, according to federal bankruptcy laws, the Sackler family can be spared from future opioid-related litigation by those who do not consent to give up their rights to sue. Purdue attorneys and the vast number of parties that agreed to the deal see it as the best hope of ending years of legal disputes and recovering at least a portion of their claims. The Justice Department opposes the plan and says another settlement could be worked out that doesn't necessarily involve releases or bankruptcy.
City of Grants Pass, Oregon v. Gloria Johnson
Oral argument: Held April 22.
What's at stake: Whether state and local officials can punish homeless individuals for camping and sleeping in public spaces when shelter beds are unavailable.
Background: A lower court declared it unconstitutional to enforce anti-camping laws against homeless individuals when they have nowhere else to sleep. Democratic leaders in cities on the West Coast say the ruling has made it more difficult to address safety and public health risks created by tents and makeshift structures. At oral argument, the justices expressed concern about punishing homeless people for sleeping outside when they have nowhere else to go, while also struggling with how to ensure local and state leaders have flexibility to deal with the growing number of unhoused individuals nationwide.
Ohio v. EPA, Kinder Morgan Inc. v. EPA, American Forest & Paper Assn. v. EPA, U.S. Steel Corp. v. EPA
Oral argument: Feb. 21.
What's at stake: The court is reviewing the Biden administration's plan to limit smog-forming pollutants from power plants and other industrial facilities that cause problems for their downwind neighbors in other states.
Background: At oral argument, the conservative majority seemed poised to halt the Environmental Protection Agency's effort to cut emissions from power plants and factories to reduce pollution that blows into neighboring states, a setback to an ambitious federal initiative to cut lung-damaging smog. The initiative was challenged by three Republican-governed states and industry groups, who said they could not bear the cost and questioned whether the program would work, especially because some states have been excluded by other legal challenges.
Murthy v. Missouri
What they ruled: The Supreme Court rejected an effort to sharply limit what the White House can say to social media companies about posts the administration believes contain misinformation. A divided court said the Republican attorneys general in Louisiana and Missouri and individual social media users who brought the challenge did not have legal grounds, or standing, to do so.
Why it matters: The case gave the Supreme Court an opportunity to shape how government officials interact with social media companies and communicate with the public online. The challengers wanted to bar the Biden administration from pressuring social media companies to remove posts from their platforms that the government deems problematic, accusing the administration of violating the First Amendment by operating a sprawling federal "censorship enterprise."
U.S. v. Rahimi
What they ruled: People who are subject to domestic-violence restraining orders can be banned from having firearms.
Why it matters: This is the first major Second Amendment decision since the conservative majority bolstered gun rights in its decision two years ago known as New York State Rifle & Pistol Association v. Bruen. The Bruen ruling required the government to point to historical analogues when defending laws that place limits on firearms, leading to court challenges against limits on possessing firearms -- including the one in this case, which the justices upheld as constitutional.
Moore v. U.S.
What they ruled: An obscure provision of President Donald Trump's 2017 tax package is constitutional.
Why it matters: In a 7-2 decision, the court upheld a one-time tax on offshore earnings that helped fund the massive tax cut, ruling that it is permitted under Congress's limited powers of taxation. Some viewed the challenge to the tax -- brought by a Washington couple who were backed by an anti-regulatory advocacy group -- as an effort to preemptively block Congress from creating a wealth tax. Many experts feared that a ruling that the tax was unconstitutional could destabilize the nation's tax system.
Garland v. Cargill
What they ruled: The Supreme Court's conservative majority struck down a federal ban on bump stock devices that allow semiautomatic rifles to fire hundreds of bullets a minute. The majority said bump stocks do not qualify as machine guns under a 1986 law that barred civilians from owning the weapons.
Why it matters: The 6-3 ruling upends one of the few recent efforts by the federal government to address the nation's epidemic of gun violence and continues the conservative majority's record of limiting gun restrictions.
FDA v. Alliance for Hippocratic Medicine
What they ruled: The justices maintained broad access to mifepristone, unanimously reversing a lower court decision that would have made the widely used abortion medication more difficult to obtain. The decision was not on the substance of the case, but a procedural ruling that the challengers did not have legal grounds to bring their lawsuit.
Why it matters: Ever since the high court eliminated the nationwide right to abortion in 2022, medications to terminate pregnancy have increased in importance and become a major target of litigation, in part because the pills can be sent by mail, including to states that have severely limited or banned abortions. The court's decision is unlikely to end efforts to restrict access to the pill, with three states poised to try to quickly revive the challenge. A Republican president could also impose regulations on mifepristone or move to take the drug off the market. Democrats are trying to prevent that possibility by overhauling the Comstock Act, an 1873 federal law that bans sending abortion-related materials through the mail.
Alexander v. South Carolina State Conference of the NAACP
What they ruled: South Carolina is permitted to use a congressional map, created by the GOP-led state legislature, that a lower court said wrongly "exiled" Black voters from one district to another to protect a White Republican incumbent. The court's conservative majority said those challenging the map had not proved it was motivated by race, which would be illegal, rather than by partisan politics, which is legal.
Why it matters: The case is one of several redistricting cases that have been closely watched because the U.S. House is so narrowly divided, and because the outcomes of the legal challenges could affect who controls Congress in the future.
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau v. Consumer Financial Services Association of America
What they ruled: The funding mechanism Congress adopted to ensure the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau's independence is constitutional and does not violate the Constitution's command requiring congressional appropriation of money.
Why it matters: The CFPB case is one of several the high court heard this term that challenge the power of federal agencies. The Biden administration said that a ruling in favor of the challengers would have had implications for the funding of other regulatory agencies, including the Federal Reserve Board, and could even cast doubt on Social Security and payments to the national debt. The CFPB plans to restart its aggressive crackdown on payday lenders and other companies that offer high-cost, short-term loans to poor borrowers.
Muldrow v. City of St. Louis
What they ruled: Workers can pursue employment discrimination claims over job transfers without having to show that the involuntary move caused a "significant disadvantage," such as harm to career prospects or a change in salary or rank.
Why it matters: Some lower courts had ruled that employees must show they suffered significant harm from a job transfer to successfully lodge a discrimination complaint under Title VII, a federal civil rights law. In unanimously ruling for a police sergeant in St. Louis who said she was moved to a lesser role because she is a woman, the Supreme Court lowered that bar, saying employees must show only that they experienced some harm. The court's ruling was hailed by conservative activists intent on dismantling diversity, equity and inclusion initiatives that they say discriminate against White people and men.
O'Connor-Ratcliff v. Garnier and Lindke v. Freed
What they ruled: Public officials can be liable for blocking or deleting critics from their social media accounts -- but only when they are acting in an official capacity and with "actual authority" to speak on behalf of the government. In a pair of unanimous decisions, the court said public officials are still private citizens with their own constitutional rights.
Why it matters: The Supreme Court decisions set the rules for interactions between the government and its citizens, who are increasingly relying on popular social media platforms to access public officials and critical community information.
Donald Trump v. Norma Anderson
What they ruled: Colorado cannot disqualify Trump from 2024 election ballots because of his actions before and during the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the Capitol. The justices said the Constitution does not permit a single state to bar a presidential candidate from national office, declaring that such responsibility "rests with Congress and not the states."
Why it matters: Section 3 of the 14th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution was intended to prevent Confederate leaders from returning to positions of power after the Civil War. It has rarely been invoked in modern times. The ruling raises new questions for Congress and the high court, including whether lawmakers could refuse to count electoral votes for Trump if they determine that he committed insurrection during the Capitol attack.
Robert Barnes and Justin Jouvenal contributed to this report. Justice illustrations by Shelly Tan.
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Supreme Court would allow emergency abortions for now, early opinion says
The prematurely published decision says Idaho hospitals may perform emergency abortions to stabilize patients while litigation on the matter continues.
By Ann Marimow | 2024-06-27

Antiabortion demonstrators outside of the Supreme Court on Wednesday. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


The Supreme Court would allow emergency abortion care in Idaho for now despite the state's restrictions on the procedure, according to a copy of a not-yet-released opinion posted by Bloomberg Law after it briefly appeared on the court's website Wednesday.
The decision, which has not been announced, would mean that while litigation makes its way through the courts, hospitals could perform emergency abortions to stabilize patients without being subject to prosecution under Idaho's abortion ban.
Although the justices did not rule on the merits of the case, their decision amounts to at least a temporary victory for the Biden administration, which has struggled to protect abortion access since the high court overturned Roe v. Wade two years ago.
According to a copy of the opinion, the court's ruling would reinstate a lower court decision that had allowed emergency abortion care while the case continues. The court had paused that lower court ruling months ago, in an emergency action, before hearing arguments in the matter in April.

The June 27 ruling allows emergency abortions in Idaho to stabilize patients, while litigation continues. Health reporter Dan Diamond explains.


It is extremely rare -- perhaps unprecedented -- for a Supreme Court ruling to be posted on the court's website before the ruling is issued, and it is possible that the document that was posted could differ from the opinion when it is announced. The momentous decision overturning Roe, known as Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization, was also made public early, in that case through a leak to the news organization Politico.
A Supreme Court spokeswoman said Wednesday that the posting of the Idaho decision was accidental, cautioning that no ruling had been released.
"The Court's Publications Unit inadvertently and briefly uploaded a document to the Court's website," spokeswoman Patricia McCabe said in a statement. "The Court's opinion in Moyle v. United States and Idaho v. United States will be issued in due course."
The text posted by Bloomberg shows the justices voting 6-3 with conservative Justices Clarence Thomas, Samuel A. Alito Jr. and Neil M. Gorsuch in dissent.
Liberal Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson wrote separately to say the court should have decisively resolved the matter rather than taking the interim step of leaving a lower-court ruling in place while litigation continues.
"Today's decision is not a victory for pregnant patients in Idaho. It is delay," she wrote in a partial dissent. "While this court dawdles and the country waits, pregnant people experiencing emergency medical conditions remain in a precarious position, as their doctors are kept in the dark about what the law requires."
Justice Elena Kagan, who also joined the majority but wrote separately, noted that Idaho's strict ban had forced the state's largest provider of emergency services to airlift pregnant women out of the state roughly every other week. The court's decision "will prevent Idaho from enforcing its abortion ban when the termination of a pregnancy is needed to prevent serious harms to a woman's health," wrote Kagan, who was joined in part by Jackson and in full by Justice Sonia Sotomayor.
The White House and Idaho Attorney General Raul R. Labrador declined to comment on the ruling until it is issued.
The case centers on the nearly four-decade-old Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act, known as EMTALA, which requires hospitals that receive federal funds to stabilize or transfer patients needing emergency care.
The Biden administration sued Idaho in 2022, saying the state's strict abortion ban conflicts with the federal law. Idaho bans almost all abortions and imposes penalties of up to five years in prison on doctors who perform the procedure, with an exception of when "necessary to prevent the death of a pregnant woman."
The administration said EMTALA requires abortions for pregnant people if needed to address threatening health conditions short of death, such as organ failure or loss of fertility.
A district judge in August 2022 sided with the Biden administration and said that because of the obligation of hospitals under federal law, Idaho doctors cannot be punished for performing an abortion to protect a patient's health.
Then a three-judge panel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit allowed the state to enforce the law -- before a full complement of judges on the same appeals court again blocked Idaho's ability to punish emergency room doctors while the appeals continued.
In January, the Supreme Court agreed to take the case in response to Idaho's emergency request and said the law could take effect while it heard arguments and deliberated.
Even as a majority of five justices appear to agree that the high court should stay out of the issue for now, the separate opinions suggest differing views about whether the federal law preempts Idaho's ban in emergency situations.
Justice Amy Coney Barrett, joined by Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh, said it was premature for the Supreme Court to intervene at this moment because the positions of the two sides are "still evolving" and the gap between what the government says EMTALA requires in terms of emergency abortion care, and what Idaho says its law permits, had narrowed since the justices agreed to take the case on an emergency basis.
In his dissent, Alito -- who wrote the Dobbs decision -- agreed with Jackson that the court should not have ducked the issue at hand.
The question of whether federal law preempts state law "is as ripe for decision as it ever will be," he wrote. "Apparently, the Court has simply lost the will to decide the easy but emotional and highly politicized question that the case presents. That is regrettable."
Alito said EMTALA does not require hospitals to perform abortions in violation of Idaho's ban -- in part because the federal statute does not specifically mention abortion, but does include language directing hospitals to protect an "unborn child" from harm.
Kagan said language was added to the statute by bipartisan majorities of Congress to ensure a pregnant woman could "demand care for her unborn child as well as herself."
Abortion rights groups on Wednesday criticized the justices for not protecting emergency abortion in their earlier action in the case, and said the briefly posted decision appears to leave major questions about abortion access for another day.
The court "had the opportunity to be clear that the federal EMTALA law protects the right to abortion in an emergency in every state -- regardless of a state's abortion ban -- and they chose not to," Planned Parenthood Federation of America President and CEO Alexis McGill Johnson said in a statement. "Access is still under threat across the country, but for now, this means that patients in Idaho will be able to get the care they need, according to federal law -- after seven months of pregnant people suffering in an unnecessary and possibly deadly legal limbo."
The case is one of two before the high court this term that will shape abortion access nationwide after the dismantling of Roe, which had guaranteed a constitutional right to abortion.
The justices in early June unanimously rejected a challenge to the widely used abortion medication mifepristone, saying the antiabortion doctors who brought the lawsuit did not have standing to do so.
The inadvertent release of the EMTALA opinion by the court Wednesday landed on one of the final days of its term, with about 10 cases not yet announced to the public.
Josh Blackman, a professor at the South Texas College of Law who closely tracks the Supreme Court, said it was virtually unheard of for the court to accidentally release an opinion.
"This was an unforced error," Blackman said.
Dan Diamond, Justin Jouvenal and Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.
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Americans once feared Trump in a crisis. They now prefer him.
A look at one of the most striking -- and potentially crucial -- reversals from 2016 and 2020.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-06-26

In this 2019 image released by the White House, President Donald Trump is joined by, from left, national security adviser Robert O'Brien, Vice President Mike Pence, Secretary of Defense Mark T. Esper and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Mark A. Milley. (Shealah Craighead/AP)


The reasons Donald Trump appears to have a slight edge in the same matchup with President Biden that he lost just four years ago are many and complicated. But sometimes a poll comes along and crystallizes one of the big ones.
Such is the case with a new survey from Quinnipiac University released on the eve of the first debate Thursday night.
It asked, "If there were a crisis that put the country at great risk, who would you want in the Oval Office to deal with it: Donald Trump or Joe Biden?"
This is the kind of question that has cut strongly against Trump in each of his two previous presidential campaigns. That's no longer the case; in fact, it's suddenly an apparent asset for Trump.
The survey showed 51 percent of registered voters preferred Trump to handle a crisis, while 43 percent preferred Biden.
While Trump holds an eight-point edge today, the same pollster in 2020 showed Biden with a 10- to-17-point advantage on handling a crisis. Ditto the 2016 election, when Hillary Clinton led by double digits. That's a reversal of around 20 or more points. (The wording of the questions varied somewhat, but the substance was the same.)
The Quinnipiac survey is one of Trump's best in recent weeks; indeed, it's Trump's best Quinnipiac poll of the cycle. But it's not the only survey to point in this direction.
An NBC News poll in April showed voters preferred Trump's "ability to handle a crisis" by four points -- 46-42. That's after they preferred Biden on the same question by nine points in April 2020 and Clinton by 18 points in April 2016.
Other polling in 2016 showed Clinton with a similar advantage -- between 16 and 20 points.
Indeed, it appeared to be one of Trump's biggest liabilities in that election, especially. A Gallup poll conducted after the final presidential debate compared the candidates on seven issues; Clinton's 25-point advantage on handling "international crises" was her biggest of the seven (she prevailed on all of them).




So how have we gotten to a place where Trump suddenly leads on such questions?
Much of it is undoubtedly related to a lack of confidence in Biden's stewardship of the country, particularly given major concerns about his age. Biden's in a significantly worse place on such issues than he was four years ago.
But voters also look at Trump's presidency now in a more favorable light than they did during his actual presidency, irrespective of Biden -- something often labeled by Trump critics as "Trump amnesia." We did have a crisis on Trump's watch called covid, after all, and Americans reviewed Trump's performance quite poorly. That's less the case today.
There's a real question as to how much it's about dimming views of Biden and how much about improving views of Trump. This is a binary choice, after all.
But the problem for Biden is the same either way: Trump was clearly viewed as the riskier candidate in both 2016 and 2020 if disaster struck, and that's not the case anymore.
If there's some solace for Biden ahead of Thursday night's debate, it's in the Gallup numbers. Voters saw Trump and Clinton on the debate stage, and a hypothetical crisis was Trump's biggest liability. High on Biden's list of priorities for Thursday night's debate would seem to be to remind people why they felt that -- and why they continued to be concerned about Trump in a crisis during an actual crisis in 2020.
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First House Democratic incumbent falls in a primary this year
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail, with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Aaron Blake, Sabrina Rodriguez, Toluse Olorunnipa, Dan Diamond, Colby Itkowitz, Emily Guskin, Scott Clement, Frederic J. Frommer, Lenny Bronner, Diane Napolitano, Kati Perry, Luis Melgar, Jada Yuan, Ann Marimow, Nick Miroff, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Theodoric Meyer, Amy Gardner, Patrick Marley, Dan Lamothe, Hannah Knowles | 2024-06-27
Rep. Jamaal Bowman (D-N.Y.) has become the first House Democratic incumbent to lose a primary this year. Westchester County Executive George Latimer (D) is projected to handily defeat Bowman in the Democratic primary for New York's 16th Congressional District. So far this year, only one House Republican incumbent risks defeat. Rep. Bob Good (R-Va.) narrowly trails his opponent in a primary held last week in the state's 5th Congressional District, a race that the Associated Press says remains too close to call.
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A new measure of Americans' deep distrust of the media
Washington Post-Schar School polling in six swing states found that 7 in 10 voters don't trust the media to report on politics accurately and fairly.
By Philip Bump | 2024-06-26

White House press aides look at a reporter who asks questions during a briefing at the White House on March. 8. (Haiyun Jiang/FTWP)


It is a grim time to be a member of the news media. Many people (though presumably few here at The Washington Post) see this as karma, if not good news: They view the media as having failed at its basic task of informing the public.
That sentiment is particularly acute in the realm of political coverage. Donald Trump has spent nearly a decade excoriating the press for its alleged failings -- failings that tend to correspond to coverage of his false statements.
But while Trump's rhetoric is often among the most virulent, this isn't solely downstream from Trump. (Trump himself, of course, was simply picking up and amplifying a long-standing trend on the right to cast the media as opponents.) In recent years, there's been particularly acute criticism from the left as well, complaints that coverage is insufficiently generous to the left or overly hospitable to the right and to Trump.
Americans simply don't trust the media, particularly when it comes to politics. Swing-state polling from The Post and the Schar School of Policy and Government at George Mason University found that only 3 in 10 residents of six of the most important states in this year's presidential election trust that the media will fairly and accurately report political news. Seven in 10 indicated that they had not too much trust in that occurring -- or that they had no trust at all.
As you might expect, this lack of trust was more pronounced on the political right. Only 13 percent of White evangelical Protestants in those states, for example, indicated that they had trust in the media to fairly report on politics. The other 87 percent didn't. Those who indicated that podcasts or X (once Twitter) were a main source they used for news were much more likely than swing-state voters overall to indicate skepticism about political coverage.
The Post-Schar School poll determined that only a handful of groups -- Democrats, those who listen to NPR, those who view President Biden's reelection bid with satisfaction -- had more trust than distrust in media coverage. Even among other groups that lean toward Biden, like those with advanced college degrees, there was far more distrust than trust. (Among those with advanced degrees, the results was nearly a 2-1 ratio.)




The Post-Schar School poll is centered on voters who are most likely to determine the outcome in those states, a group dubbed the "deciders." Members of that group were much more distrustful of the media than voters in those six states overall.
What the numbers also suggest is that those who are less engaged in the political process have less trust in the press. There's also a correlation between these results and those from another question included in the poll: Those who have less confidence in the media's coverage of politics are also more likely to say that they are "worn out by the amount of politics news there is these days."
As bad as the numbers on media trust are, the numbers on exhaustion with political news are far worse. Seven in 10 swing-state voters expressed at least some distrust in media coverage; three-quarters said they were worn out by it. The group least likely to express news fatigue was those who said they were satisfied with both Biden and Trump as candidates -- a small and unusual group in a number of ways.
Among those with the most trust in the media's ability to cover politics fairly were those who said that national newspapers were a main source of news for them. Seven in 10 of them -- of you, probably -- nonetheless indicated that they were worn out by political news.
So I should probably just wrap this up.
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Supreme Court allows White House contacts with social media firms
In a 6-3 ruling, the majority said the challengers did not have legal grounds -- or standing -- to bring the case against the Biden administration.
By Ann Marimow, Cat Zakrzewski | 2024-06-26

The logos of the Instagram app and its parent company, Meta. (Lionel Bonaventure/AFP/Getty Images)


The Supreme Court on Wednesday rejected a Republican-led effort to sharply restrict White House officials and other federal employees from pressuring social media companies to remove posts from their platforms that the U.S. government deems problematic, saying the challengers did not have legal standing to bring the case.
State leaders in Missouri and Louisiana, in addition to individual social media users, filed a lawsuit accusing the Biden administration of violating the First Amendment by operating a sprawling federal "censorship enterprise" to improperly influence platforms to modify or take down posts related to public health and elections.
In a 6-3 ruling, the court said the states and individuals could not show they were directly harmed by the communication between federal officials and social media platforms.
Writing for the majority, Justice Amy Coney Barrett said companies such as Facebook and YouTube have long-standing content-moderation policies that place warning labels on certain posts and delete others. The challengers, Barrett wrote, did not demonstrate that the companies' actions to remove posts were traceable to the government.
Barrett said a lower court got it wrong when it "glossed over complexities in the evidence" by attributing to the Biden administration every company decision to remove or moderate content.
"While the record reflects that the Government defendants played a role in at least some of the platforms' moderation choices, the evidence indicates that the platforms had independent incentives to moderate content and often exercised their own judgment," she wrote.
Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr, joined by Justices Clarence Thomas and Neil M. Gorsuch, dissented.
Alito criticized his colleagues in the majority for failing to address the underlying free-speech questions at issue in the case, calling efforts by the government to police content it sees as problematic a form of "coercion."
The court "shirks that duty and thus permits the successful campaign of coercion in this case to stand as an attractive model for future officials who want to control what the people say, hear and think," Alito wrote. "That is regrettable."
The case, known as Murthy v. Missouri, gave the Supreme Court an opportunity to shape how government officials interact with social media companies and communicate with the public online. The dispute is one of several before the justices this term that tests Republican-backed claims that social media companies are working with Democratic allies to silence conservative voices.
Wednesday's ruling could have implications for the U.S. government's efforts to combat foreign disinformation during a critical election year when nearly half of the world's population will go to the polls. The U.S. government largely halted its warnings to U.S. tech companies about foreign influence campaigns last year, after lower-court decisions that placed broad limits on such communications. As the 2024 presidential elections approach, the FBI has resumed some limited communications with the companies, according to people familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal affairs.
White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said the court's ruling ensures the administration can engage with social media and other tech companies on topics including terrorism threats, foreign influence campaigns, online harassment and mental health of children.
"Going forward, we will not back down from our consistent view that, while social media companies make independent decisions about the information they present, those companies have a critical responsibility to take into account the effects their platforms are having on the American people and the security of this nation," she said in a written statement.
But Jameel Jaffer, executive director of the Knight First Amendment Institute at Columbia University, said the justices missed an opportunity to give clear guidance to tech companies and the federal government about how the First Amendment should apply to social media. Jaffer said the court needs to clarify how the line should be drawn between "legitimate government persuasion" and "illegal government coercion."
"Government officials are going to be operating in a kind of gray area," said Jaffer, whose organization filed a brief in the case in support of neither party. "There are dangers in both directions, that's why we needed guidance from the Supreme Court."
The ruling is a blow to a wide-ranging conservative legal campaign, which alleges that the federal government and tech companies have colluded to censor Republican views online. Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), the chair of the House Judiciary Committee, has been running a parallel investigation in Congress, probing the interactions among tech companies, the federal government and researchers. He said in a statement he disagreed with the court's ruling and plans to continue with his investigation.
"The First Amendment is first for a reason, and the freedom of expression should be protected from any infringement by the government," Jordan said in a statement. "Our important work will continue."
The litigation and the congressional investigations have already throttled a host of efforts to study misinformation online, with researchers saying the probes have exposed them to increased legal costs and personal attacks. The Stanford Internet Observatory, one of the most prominent institutions tracking online falsehoods, collapsed this month after the university incurred millions of dollars in legal fees related to the investigations and lawsuits. The Election Integrity Partnership, which the observatory operated in conjunction with the University of Washington, announced that it would not continue its work tracking voter suppression and election denial in the 2024 race or future elections. Federal agencies have also pulled back. Last year, the National Institutes of Health froze a $150 million program intended to advance the communication of medical information, citing regulatory and legal threats.
Democrats, who say the government must be able to work with the private sector to keep dangerous false information from reaching the public, called on Jordan to halt his investigation in response to the Supreme Court's findings.
"I hope that after this humiliating defeat Chairman Jordan and his colleagues will end their failed investigation into the companies, universities, and individuals who have been trying to stop the spread of harmful misinformation and disinformation on social media," said Jerry Nadler, the top Democrat on the House Judiciary Committee.
The First Amendment prevents the government from censoring speech and punishing people for expressing different views. But the Biden administration told the court that officials are entitled to share information, participate in public debate and urge action, as long as their requests to remove content are not accompanied by threats.
Top industry groups representing major social media companies, including NetChoice and Chamber of Progress, praised the Supreme Court for recognizing that the platforms have their own incentives to moderate content that are not necessarily influenced by the government.
"What we see in this decision is that the court actually understands how content moderation works," said Jess Miers, senior legal advocacy counsel for Chamber of Progress, an industry coalition that includes Google, Meta and other companies.
"Platforms have an important reason to seek information from actors like the CDC or national security leaders, but at the end of the day, their content moderation decisions and platform policies are their own," she said, referring to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
The attorneys general of Missouri and Louisiana had argued that the federal government coerced social media companies to suppress speech of individual users and became too deeply involved in the companies' decisions to remove certain content. Tech companies, they said, cannot act on behalf of the government to remove speech the government doesn't like.
The record before the Supreme Court in Murthy v. Missouri included email messages between Biden administration officials and social media companies, including Facebook's parent company, Meta, and Twitter. Those messages showed tense conversations in 2021 as the White House and public health officials campaigned for Americans to get coronavirus vaccinations.
On Wednesday, lawyers representing the individuals behind the lawsuit criticized the court for determining "against all evidence that the Federal Government will not be held accountable for the natural consequences of its speech squelching actions."
"The Government can press third parties to silence you, but the Supreme Court will not find you have standing to complain about it absent them referring to you by name apparently," John Vecchione, senior litigation counsel to the New Civil Liberties Alliance, said in a statement.
The justices were reviewing lower-court decisions that strictly limited federal employees from communicating with tech giants to remove harmful posts or misinformation. A district court judge in Louisiana ruled against the Biden administration and barred thousands of federal employees from improperly influencing tech companies to remove certain content.
The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit narrowed that decision to a smaller set of government officials and agencies, including the surgeon general's office, the White House, the CDC and the FBI. A three-judge panel of the appeals court found that the White House "significantly encouraged the platforms' decisions by commandeering their decision-making processes, both in violation of the First Amendment."
Missouri Attorney General Andrew Bailey (R) said in a news release that he would continue the litigation in the lower courts and that his office is "evaluating all other options" to address allegations of censorship.
"My rallying cry to disappointed Americans is this: Missouri is not done. We are going back to the district court to obtain more discovery in order to root out Joe Biden's vast censorship enterprise once and for all," Bailey said.
Joseph Menn and Tyler Pager contributed to this report.
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Biden border restrictions bring sharp drop in illegal crossings
The number of migrants crossing the U.S. southern border illegally has dropped more than 40 percent in three weeks, officials said.
By Nick Miroff | 2024-06-26

A U.S. Customs and Border Protection vehicle is stopped on a farm road on Tuesday outside McAllen, Tex., near the U.S.-Mexico border. (Kirsten Luce for The Washington Post)


McALLEN, Tex. -- The number of migrants crossing the U.S. southern border illegally has dropped more than 40 percent in the three weeks since President Biden announced broad restrictions on asylum claims, administration officials said Wednesday.
U.S. agents have taken fewer than 2,400 migrants into custody per day over the past week, down from more than 3,800 at the beginning of June, according to the latest Department of Homeland Security data. That is the lowest level of illegal crossings since Biden took office, DHS said.
The shift was evident Tuesday  in the Rio Grande Valley of South Texas, which has been one of the border's busiest migration corridors for the past decade. Along areas of the border where migrant families have crossed in large groups to surrender to U.S. authorities and seek protection, Border Patrol agents pursued a handful of adult men trying to evade capture. Agents' radios were mostly quiet.
The Tucson area in the Arizona desert saw a similar decline in unlawful crossings, DHS Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas said during a news conference in that border city Wednesday.
"The president's actions are working because of their tough response to illegal crossings," Mayorkas said. "We are attacking the smuggling organizations that prey on the vulnerable even as the smugglers try to undermine our actions."
It is not unusual for agents to see a short-lived decline in crossings whenever the government announces a major crackdown. Illegal entries soared to record levels late last year but have been trending downward over the past several months, in part due to more aggressive enforcement by the Mexican government.
Biden administration officials released the border data on the eve of the first debate of 2024 scheduled Thursday between the president, a Democrat, and the presumptive Republican nominee, former president Donald Trump.
Biden administration officials hope the falling numbers of migrants can blunt Republican criticism of the president's border record. Polls consistently show high rates of disapproval with Biden's handling of border security and immigration issues. The president has criticized Republicans for opposing a bipartisan bill that would have increased enforcement, leaving him to act on his own.
Homeland Security officials cautioned the results of the crackdown were preliminary, and cast the measures as an attempt to balance tougher enforcement with more generous opportunities for migrants to reach the United States legally.
Biden has "carried out the largest expansion of lawful pathways and orderly processes in decades," according to a DHS fact sheet on the latest data, measures that are "freeing up the asylum system for those with legitimate claims."
Republican lawmakers have urged Trump in recent days to target Biden's immigration record, and have focused on migrants who commit crimes. Most migrants taken into custody at the southern border do not have criminal records, Customs and Border Protection data show.
"I hope President Trump confronts President Biden with this dangerous result of his open border policies at Thursday's debate," Sen. John Cornyn (R-Tex.) said on X Wednesday.
The American Civil Liberties Union and immigrant advocacy groups are suing to block Biden's asylum restrictions, saying they are endangering people seeking protection.
The United Nations refugee agency has said it is also "profoundly concerned" that the new measures may deny access to asylum for people who are eligible for it.

Members of a family from Zulia, Venezuela, receive information, snacks, clothing and other items from local nonprofits, shortly after being released by U.S. immigration officials at the border crossing in Brownsville, Tex., in July 2023. (Meridith Kohut for The Washington Post)


U.S. immigration laws allow anyone who reaches U.S. soil to seek humanitarian protection if they have a well-founded fear of persecution in their home country. The emergency measures Biden announced June 4 suspend access to those protections on an emergency basis, arguing the U.S. immigration system is too overwhelmed by illegal crossings and insufficient resources.
Biden's measures call for the asylum restrictions to lift if illegal crossings average fewer than 1,500 per day. They would return if the levels once more surpass 2,500 daily.
Lower number of illegal crossings have allowed U.S. agents to better safeguard the border and increase patrols, the department said, "enhancing DHS efforts to interdict individuals who pose a threat to public safety."
The DHS statement echoed the administration's calls for lawmakers to boost funding for the U.S. immigration system, including a major expansion of detention and deportation operations.
DHS said the number of migrants who are allowed into the United States with a pending court date after crossing illegally -- the practice derided as "catch and release" -- has dropped 65 percent under Biden's measures. Deportations and returns to Mexico have doubled over the past three weeks, the department said.
Maria Sacchetti contributed to this report.
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Supreme Court ruling on Indiana mayor is latest to weaken corruption laws
The ruling says federal corruption law prohibiting payments to public officials applies only when officials accept gifts before taking government action.
By Justin Jouvenal | 2024-06-26

Former Portage, Ind., mayor James Snyder arrives at federal court in Hammond, Ind., for his sentencing on bribery and tax violation charges in October 2021. (Kyle Telechan/Chicago Tribune/AP)


The Supreme Court vacated the bribery conviction of a former Indiana mayor Wednesday, a decision that continues a recent trend by the justices to narrow the scope of corruption laws targeting public officials.
In a sharply divided 6-3 ruling that broke along ideological lines, the conservative supermajority found that the federal law prosecutors used to convict James Snyder applies only to situations where officials accept gifts before taking government action -- not to getting a reward after, which is known as a gratuity.
The decision drew a strong rebuke from Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, who in a dissent joined by her liberal colleagues said that "Snyder's absurd and atextual reading of the statute is one only today's Court could love."
Snyder, while the Republican mayor of Portage, Ind., received $13,000 from a local trucking company after the city bought five trash trucks from the business for $1.1 million in 2013. Prosecutors later indicted Snyder, alleging the payment was for steering business to the company.
Snyder was charged under a federal bribery law that makes it a crime for state and local officials to "corruptly" solicit or accept "anything of value from any person, intending to be influenced or rewarded" for an official act. Federal officials argued the statute applies to gratuities.
The former mayor, who has maintained his innocence, claimed the payment was for consulting work. A federal jury convicted Snyder of accepting an illegal gratuity, and he was sentenced to nearly two years in prison.
Snyder appealed his conviction, arguing that the statute used to convict him applies only to bribes given before an act, not gratuities bestowed after. The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 7th Circuit affirmed Snyder's conviction, but the Supreme Court sided with Snyder.
Writing for the majority, Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh found that Congress narrowly tailored the particular statute to apply to bribes, saying legislators left it to state and local officials to regulate gratuities.
Kavanaugh said the government's interpretation of the law "would radically upend gratuities rules" and turn the federal statute into a "vague and unfair trap for 19 million state and local officials."
In reading his opinion from the bench, Kavanaugh explained that the government had not delineated how to distinguish innocuous gratuities such as a parent giving an end-of-the-year gift to a teacher from one that was unethical or even criminal.
States and local governments regulate gratuities in a variety of ways. Some states allow public officials to accept those that fall below a certain threshold, while others bar officials from accepting gifts for specific activities like speaking engagements. Many states make exemptions for gifts from friends and family, travel reimbursements and ceremonial gifts such as honorary degrees.
Federal law has a ban on gratuities for federal officials.
Keith Thirion, a vice president for Alliance for Justice, said the decision was distressing.
"The conservative justices ruling that it should be easier for public officials to receive gifts is perhaps the least surprising outcome of the term," Thirion, whose organization consists of liberal groups that work on court-related issues, said in a statement. "While claiming to be concerned with bribery, the Court has just greenlit it by allowing payments after the fact in the form of rewards called 'gratuities.'"
Lisa Blatt, an attorney for Snyder, declined to comment.
The decision is the latest by the court to make it more difficult to prosecute government officials for alleged corruption.
In 2020, the high court overturned the convictions of allies of former New Jersey governor Chris Christie (R) who were prosecuted for retaliating against a political rival in the scandal known as "Bridgegate." A unanimous court found that the statute the officials were prosecuted under required they seek money or property, not revenge.
In 2016, the Supreme Court overturned the public corruption conviction of former Virginia governor Robert F. McDonnell (R), creating a higher bar for federal prosecutors who want to bring such charges.
The Supreme Court is also deciding this term whether the federal government can charge hundreds of Jan. 6 rioters with an obstruction charge and whether former president Donald Trump can claim immunity in his federal election-interference case.
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Where support for American democracy is the most wobbly
New Washington Post-Schar School polling in six swing states included an at-times-worrisome assessment of views of authoritarianism.
By Philip Bump | 2024-06-26

A billboard in Hialeah, Fla., on June 19. (Joe Raedle/Getty Images)


One of the central arguments being made by President Biden as the presidential election nears is that American democracy hangs in the balance. The idea that Donald Trump poses a unique and significant threat to democracy has been a theme of Biden's rhetoric since before his 2020 election, though he sharpened the argument significantly after the riot at the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, when Trump supporters attempted to block the finalization of Biden's election.
New Washington Post-Schar School polling conducted in six swing states (Arizona, Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin) shows that confidence in democracy and American elections is lower among supporters of Donald Trump -- but that voters in those states are more likely to say that Trump would do a better job addressing those concerns. Those most sympathetic to an authoritarian form of government, meanwhile, include demographic groups that have traditionally voted heavily Democratic.
The Post-Schar School poll included a number of questions aimed at evaluating views of democracy. They included:
There were also three questions specifically centered on evaluating views of systems of government. Respondents were asked whether certain forms of government were good or bad, including our current representative democracy ("a democratic system where representatives elected by citizens decide what becomes law") and authoritarianism ("a system in which a strong leader can make decisions without interference from Congress or the courts").
Most swing-state voters (79 percent) said that representative democracy is a good form of government. Just about a third, though, said authoritarianism would be.
Among the groups in those six states that were most likely to say that an authoritarian form of government would be good were voters who said they viewed the candidacies of both Biden and Trump with satisfaction. Nearly 7 in 10 of that (small) group said that such a form of government would be good. One of the highest percentages of people saying they thought an authoritarian form of government was good was those without a college degree, though more of them still said such a government was bad.
Hispanic respondents and non-White respondents overall were more likely to approve of authoritarian forms of government. On net, Hispanic respondents and Hispanic Catholics were more likely to say authoritarianism is good than bad.
Among the groups least supportive of authoritarianism were college graduates and those who identified NPR or major national newspapers as a main source of news.
The difference in the views of those who did or didn't identify Fox News as a major source of news show the divergence between partisanship and support for authoritarianism. Fox News viewers were less likely than respondents overall to say they were satisfied with the state of democracy, that American elections are fair or that the 2020 election was legitimate. Those who didn't cite Fox as a main source of news were more likely than respondents overall to hold those positions.
But Fox viewers held about the same views of representative democracy as non-Fox viewers and respondents overall. Nearly 4 in 10 said that authoritarianism would be good, with 6 in 10 saying it would be bad. That 20-point gap was about 16 points more favorable to authoritarianism than respondents overall.




Two of the widest gaps on questions about democracy came when considering age and vote frequency. Younger respondents and respondents who had voted less frequently in the past four national elections were more skeptical of democracy and generally more accepting of authoritarianism. Older respondents were more supportive of democracy and American elections.




There are a lot of ways in which this makes sense. Younger voters tend to vote less often, so there's overlap between these groups. Non-White Americans are also less likely to vote and skew younger than White Americans. Older Americans were more likely to be around during the Cold War, when hostility to authoritarian forms of government was a central element of American foreign policy. Those who cite social media including Facebook and TikTok as a main source of news were more supportive of authoritarianism than respondents overall (though still negative on net). Those groups also skew young.
There are places where the responses to the questions about democracy show clear correlations across demographic groups. On the charts below, each circle represents a different subset of respondents, with circles scaled to the number of people in that group. If the dots generally fall along a line, that suggests some correlation between the two elements being considered.
For example, those who see Biden's 2020 win as legitimate are more likely to say that Biden will do a better job protecting democracy. Those who see it as illegitimate think Trump will. Overall, most respondents in these six states see the 2020 results as legitimate -- but also think Trump will do a better job protecting democracy.




Nearly half of respondents also said that Trump would try to rule as a dictator. One in 5 said the same of Biden. Six percent of respondents think both that Trump will be better at protecting democracy and that he will try to be a dictator.
Voters are not always entirely consistent.
Views of the legitimacy of the 2020 election also correlate to perceptions of how democracy is working. Respondents overall were dissatisfied with democracy but confident that 2020 was legitimate. Among the most Trump-supportive groups, satisfaction and confidence in the 2020 results were lowest.




There were other outliers. Double haters, respondents dissatisfied with both Trump and Biden as candidates, were a lot more dissatisfied with democracy than their views of 2020 would suggest. Hispanic Catholics and those satisfied with both candidates were more satisfied with democracy, too.
They were also groups that had more positive than negative views of authoritarianism. In general, less positive views of representative democracy correlated to more positive views of authoritarianism. Those groups, though, were outliers.




There wasn't a similar link between views of authoritarianism and the 2020 results or even with trust in American elections generally.
One additional bit of positive news in this poll: Only 4 percent of those who say they definitely support Trump think that he will try to rule as a dictator if elected. Generally, respondents in these six states view authoritarianism negatively; very few people indicate that they plan to vote for someone who they think will try to implement authoritarianism.
But as Biden continues to press his case that Trump seeks that sort of power, the poll offers a different warning: Young voters and non-White voters in these states are less compelled by the dangers of authoritarianism than are other voters.
Emily Guskin contributed to this report.
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How The Washington Post's presidential polling averages work
Everything you need to know about The Post's polling averages, from the polls we include to how we handle polling error and uncertainty.
By Lenny Bronner, Diane Napolitano | 2024-06-26
The Washington Post's presidential polling averages are our best estimates of the state of public opinion in the 2024 presidential election. We use the best available national and state level polling data, and factor how citizens in each state voted in the last two presidential elections, to calculate whom voters currently favor in the presidential race.
Remember our averages aren't a presidential forecast, but instead a snapshot of the state of public opinion as it currently stands. A lot could change before Election Day.
We only use the highest quality state and national polls in our polling averages. That means we only include polls that are transparent about how they are conducted, are not paid for by candidates or partisan groups and use methods that have demonstrated accuracy. The Post considers each survey's methods in detail, including whether the sample was drawn using random sampling methods, how respondents are contacted and how samples are stratified or weighted to accurately represent the electorate. Historical accuracy in elections or other settings is also considered in identifying which polls to include.
Finally, we only include presidential polls that measure head-to-head support between Biden and Trump without third-party candidates. (Responses of undecided or "other" are assigned to the two candidates, President Biden or Donald Trump, based on their vote share in the poll. Responses of not planning to vote are not included.) If a third-party candidate is on the ballot in multiple states and gains traction in polls, as happened in 1992, we will reevaluate our approach. Read more about the polls included in our averages.
Our averages also factor in how each state voted in the last two presidential elections. This isn't our preferred method for gauging where the presidential race stands, but if we don't have a lot of polls, this is a helpful proxy. The more polls we have, the less our averages rely on this metric.
There are three factors that drive our polling averages: state polls, national polls and a state's presidential voting history in the last two elections. Our preference is to prioritize state polls in our calculations as they're the best indicator of what's happening in a given state, but we also use national polls in each of our state's polling averages. National polls give us a sense of the race overall and where it might be headed next, and in states where we don't have a lot of high-quality state polls, we can use national polls and a state's voting history to see how the presidential race is shaping up there.
At the individual poll level we try to account for the possibility of a polling error in three ways. First, we include a larger sampling error than a poll's standard margin-of-error calculation suggests. Research shows that the standard margin-of-error calculation (based on a poll's sample size) underestimates the uncertainty present in a poll's result. Next, we also try to account for the possibility of measurement error, or the idea that error that can be introduced when any process (in this case, people's public opinion) is being measured. Finally, another source of error we try to account for is the uncertainty that comes with the choices (like weighting or likely voter screens) that pollsters make in the polls we use.
But we also try to account for systematic errors in our averages, like the possibility of a polling miss on the scale of what we saw in the presidential elections of 2020 and 2016. We found in the last few presidential cycles that the average modeled polling error in competitive states was 3.5 percentage points, so to account for this, our averages factor in the 90th percentile possible error (i.e., how bad would the error be in the worst 10 percent of cases).
However, this doesn't affect the output, or what our averages indicate the most likely outcome is. After all, it's impossible to know before an election whether a polling error incorrectly measures support for Democrats or Republicans. Rather, our aim is to show where our estimate falls in a range of uncertainty. Our polling average page shows how our 2024 state averages would change under a 2020, a 2016 and a 2012 polling error.
Economic data is not included in our polling averages because it doesn't improve one's understanding of the current state of a race (unlike in a forecast when it can be helpful). However, we do use economic data to give readers a sense of what might happen between now and Election Day.
We prepared two scenarios, one in which the economy improves until Election Day and one in which the economy deteriorates. Our model examines how the economic situation affected previous elections, looking back all the way to 1952. What we found is not that surprising: If the economy is doing well, then incumbent presidents (in this case, Biden) do better; if the economy is doing poorly, then challengers (Trump in this cycle) do better.
In choosing economic indicators for our model, we determined that gross domestic product per capita growth and the University of Michigan's Consumer Sentiment Index were most useful. We also decided that our proxy for a good economy would be economic change between now and Election Day similar to what we saw in the 1996 presidential election, while a bad economy would be represented by changes similar to what we saw in the 2008 presidential election.
It's important to remember that our economic outlook is not a prediction for what will happen; instead, it's supposed to give you a sense for how things might change. A lot of things are possible between now and Election Day.
We really want to and are working on that. When we release the code, we're also hoping to publish a more technical explanation.
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A historically bad night for Trump's candidates
Three of them lost, which is unprecedented. Here's how this compares to previous primary results.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-06-26

Former president Donald Trump at a campaign rally in Wisconsin last month. (Sara Stathas for The Washington Post) (Sara Stathas/for The Washington Post)


The Republican Party has become defined by Donald Trump more than any set of principles or policies. And that has rendered Trump's endorsement the gold seal of approval in Republican primaries. Trump's strong endorsement record is inflated by his having backed gobs of candidates in uncompetitive and even uncontested races, but there is no question it's a huge leg up in competitive primaries.
That said, Tuesday's primaries were a historically bad one for Trump's candidates.
Three lost, including two by wide margins.
In South Carolina, 2016 Republican National Convention speaker and pro-Trump pastor Mark Burns narrowly lost a primary runoff to nurse practitioner Sheri Biggs.
In Colorado, state Republican Party chairman Dave Williams lost by more than 30 points to conservative activist Jeff Crank.
And perhaps most stinging for Trump, his favored candidate in Utah to replace retiring Trump-antagonist Sen. Mitt Romney (R-Utah) -- Riverton Mayor Trent Staggs -- lost to more-moderate Rep. John Curtis (R-Utah). Staggs currently trails by more than 20 points.
The three defeats for Trump-backed candidates in one night is unprecedented, according to Ballotpedia's extensive compilation of Trump endorsees.
Some other key data points, via Ballotpedia:
We probably shouldn't read too much into this. The fact that we hadn't even seen one Trump-backed candidate lose this cycle before Tuesday would suggest his endorsement remains valuable. And the three Tuesday  races presented an almost perfect storm of peril.
Utah is the red state that has demonstrated the most willingness to buck Trump.
Williams is an extremely divisive figure in Colorado. He recently sent an email titled "God hates Pride," which has led to calls for his ouster as state party chairman. (The state party he runs also urged people in a social media post to burn Pride flags.) During a failed campaign in 2022, he attempted to get listed on the ballot as "Dave 'Let's Go Brandon' Williams." He was denied, and Williams later lost to Rep. Doug Lamborn (R-Colo.) by double digits.
And Burns is now a three-time loser, having lost congressional primaries in 2018, 2022 and Tuesday. (In the first race -- a crowded open primary -- he garnered less than 3 percent of the vote.)
But Trump did decide to back these candidates, for one reason or another. He did so despite Burns's and Williams's track records and despite Staggs's relatively meager campaign apparatus. And Trump's backing wasn't enough to make either Williams or Staggs even competitive.
Trump's campaign has not responded to a request for comment. Other Trump-backed candidates did win contested congressional primaries Tuesday, including Colorado state Rep. Gabe Evans (R) and multiple incumbents. And Trump-backed candidate John McGuire appears likely to unseat Rep. Bob Good (R-Va.) in a race from last week that remains too close to call.
Trump on Tuesday night posted a number of images to his Truth Social account playing up when his candidates did win. Most of them faced no actual primary opposition.
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Will Trump announce his VP pick at the debate? I answered your questions.
Karen's live chat with readers starts at 12 p.m. ET on Thursday. Read the transcript.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-06-27
I'm traveling the country covering my 10th presidential campaign, and this one promises to be unlike any we have ever seen. The stakes couldn't be higher: the White House. Control of Congress and state houses across the country are all on the edge.
I'll be live online every other Thursday to chat with readers about the big and small moments, winners and losers, that make up this election. Read the transcript below.
Read my columns and past live chats, sign up to receive my latest columns in your inbox or get my texts from the campaign trail.
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Centrist politics are failing in the U.S. and Europe 
Reading the polls and staying in the political center seem like they should work. But they don't.
By Perry Bacon | 2024-06-27

(Michelle Kondrich/The Washington Post; AP; Oliver Contreras; Reuters; Getty) 


The election campaigns happening in France, Britain and the United States are the latest illustrations of the shortcomings of centrist politics. The big question is whether there's an alternative that both stops the ascent of right-wing, nationalist politics and results in good policy outcomes.
By centrist politics, I mean the styles of figures such as President Biden; French President Emmanuel Macron; Keir Starmer, the British Labour Party's candidate for prime minister; and Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau. They are in many ways following in the ideological footsteps of former presidents Bill Clinton and Barack Obama and former British prime minister Tony Blair.
There are three main tenets to this centrism. The defining one (at least in determining how these politicians and parties act in practice) is trying to balance the interests of everyday workers with those of the wealthy and corporations. These politicians generally let capitalism operate without too many constraints, hoping to maximize economic growth and then redistribute the proceeds. That's in contrast to leftists in their countries who are more tied to labor unions and fairly antagonistic to the rich (Independent Sen. Bernie Sanders of Vermont, for example) and conservatives even more tied to corporations (think Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, a Kentucky Republican).
A second tenet is support (although tepid at times) for multiculturalism. Politicians in this mold are generally more supportive of gay, lesbian and transgender rights as well as of ethnic and religious minorities than conservatives are.
The third tenet is the lack of a set ideology beyond being somewhat business-friendly and multicultural. Parties and politicians in this mode often rely on polls and public opinion to determine their positions. The Labour Party under Starmer has dumped some of its past progressive stances. And it isn't allowing some prominent left-wing politicians to run under its banner, mostly notably Jeremy Corbyn, who was the party's candidate for prime minister in 2019. Labour's moves resemble the U.S. Democratic Party's shift rightward in the 1990s.
While these nations, parties and political leaders are distinct  in important ways, there is something of a shared strategy. In the 1990s, Clinton and Blair openly acknowledged trading ideas. Macron modeled his  2017 campaign after Obama's 2008 run, and  Obama took the highly unusual step of endorsing Macron. Labour Party officials have studied Biden's 2020 victory to see whether there are lessons that might apply in Britain.
Terms such as "center left" and "neoliberal" and "Third Way" are sometimes used to describe this political approach. I'm using "centrist" because it's a relatively neutral and vague term.
There are two clear virtues to this centrism. First, it can be electorally successful. Clinton, Obama and Macron were each reelected president. Labour won three elections under Blair's leadership. Polls suggest Starmer and Labour are headed to a huge victory in Britain's elections on July 4.
This short-term political success makes sense. A vague centrism maximizes a party's potential allies and minimizes its intense opponents. In particular, it mollifies the rich. Former New York mayor Mike Bloomberg and other super-wealthy people are spending heavily to back Biden but might not support Sanders or someone else more critical of the rich.
The second advantage of this approach is that it can result in great policy outcomes. Biden's policies helped create an economic boom that has driven U.S. unemployment down to historic lows. Biden and Macron have been stalwart defenders of Ukraine since Russia's full-scale invasion.
But the downsides of this approach are increasingly eclipsing its upsides. First and most important, it has real policy shortcomings. An overreliance on polls means that politicians and parties of this ilk are only fair-weather friends to causes. They are particularly willing to sideline the interests of minorities. Macron and Biden have adopted anti-immigrant positions that were previously associated with the right.
In terms of economic policy, a detente with the wealthy is a real limitation. Rich people tend to be more skeptical than the general public of increased government spending and of more regulations of corporations. So centrist politicians, wary of offending the rich, often don't address deep income inequality and instead enact economic policies that average people find frustrating. Starmer has dropped Labour's past support of increased income taxes on the wealthy. Macron raised France's retirement age from 62 to 64, despite huge national protests against the move.
Biden has been more liberal on economic policy than past Democrats, but he has abandoned many of the populist promises of his 2020 campaign, such as creating a public-run health insurance plan that most Americans could enroll in if they chose.
Centrist politicians and parties often defend their adoption of cautious or conservative politics by arguing that this approach is the only way to keep the far right from gaining power. But Obama was succeeded by Donald Trump. Marine Le Pen's National Rally has gotten much stronger during Macron's presidency. The class of Republicans that took control of the House two years ago, in the middle of Biden's presidency, is the most radical, right-wing group to run the chamber in recent times. Biden is tied in polls with Trump, even though the Republican candidate is very unpopular. In the European Union's parliamentary elections earlier this month, far-right parties did better than even before.
Centrists often win because the other party governs terribly and effectively disqualifies itself. U.S. voters were largely rejecting Trump in the 2018 and 2020 elections. Frustration with the incumbent Conservative Party is the main reason Labour is headed to victory.
But once in office, this centrism fails to create a strong political constituency to keep it in power. This style of politics mainly appeals to people who have liberal views on gay rights and other cultural issues and are doing well financially and therefore are generally comfortable with the status quo (like Bloomberg). Voters who are either more culturally conservative or want politicians to enact meaningful change aren't satisfied.
So what's the alternative to centrism? A powerful narrative that voters can connect to. The strength of far-right, nationalist parties is that they are telling a clear, compelling story, even if it's largely inaccurate. "Our nation was doing well before all of these changes, particularly allowing in immigrants who don't respect our culture and letting boys be girls and girls be boys. We must return to our roots," they essentially argue.
Centrist politicians, in contrast, are trying to win with policies -- and often fairly bland ones -- instead of a broader argument.
There are two narratives that could match the right. One is populist:  "The rich and powerful are ripping off regular people, and we will fix that." This framing would appeal to voters in the political center, who tend to support raising taxes on the wealthy and expanding programs to help average people. Mexico's Morena party is dominating politics there with this approach. 
Another alternative narrative would be, "We want true freedom for all." What has galvanized Americans in the left and center in recent years was the killing of unarmed Black men and the elimination of abortion rights. It's unfortunate that the Democratic Party, instead of trying to turn the millions of people who protested George Floyd's killing in 2020 into some kind of political movement, fixated on whatever Bidenomics is.
All is not lost. Biden could win reelection. Perhaps Le Pen's National Rally doesn't win as many seats as expected next month. Centrist and left-leaning parties combined still have far more seats in the European Parliament than the nationalists do.
But centrist leaders in the United States and Europe are increasingly adopting and legitimizing the positions of the far-right to win elections -- and still losing ground to them.
Reading the polls and staying in the political center seems like it should work. But it doesn't. I hope those opposed to the far-right figure out a new strategy before all of their countries are run by Trump-style politicians or the Donald himself.
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Meet Dr. DEI, the new personification of old right-wing grievances
Complaints about diversity, equity and inclusion programs might sound new, but they reflect the same old racial divisions inflamed for political gain.
By Theodore Johnson | 2024-06-27

The sign above the door to the Office of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Belonging inside the main administration building on the main University of Kansas campus is seen on Friday, April 12, 2024, in Lawrence, Kan. (AP Photo/John Hanna, File) 


A decade ago, in civic sermons across the South, the Rev. William J. Barber II described all the ways that states made voting harder once federal protections were weakened. He pointed out that the most restrictive laws were designed with Black people in mind -- a federal judge found they were targeted with "almost surgical precision." With every detail, Barber added to the portrait he was painting, tacitly asking: Who does this remind you of? "Jim Crow did not retire," he answered. "He went to law school ... Meet James Crow, Esquire."
It's a powerful allegory. Jim Crow was a minstrel character from the 19th century, when stereotypes of enslaved Black people fueled a booming entertainment industry for White audiences. In the 20th century, he entered politics, denying constitutional rights to Black Americans through the courts and legislatures, police violence and vigilantes. Today, having graduated and passed the bar, he sues to roll back civil rights gains and passes partisan legislation in gerrymandered states. The goal has always been the same: Exploit racism for political and social advantage. Barber's argument was that racial prejudice had not been vanquished, but had evolved.
Personifications can make complex concepts more accessible. Uncle Sam represents the federal government -- the tax guy we have to pay, the one who famously "wants you" for the military. Rosie the Riveter wore coveralls and flexed her muscles as proof that women could power an industrial economy. There's Karen -- a name arbitrarily assigned to nosy, entitled White women who use threats of law enforcement to get their way. And Uncle Tom, a misappropriated title from fiction, designated for Black folks who ease their own way by catering to power and seeking White people's approval.
These images become stand-ins for policy positions. Complicated systems can be difficult to get a handle on, and bureaucracies don't inspire casual observers to get involved. People did not need to be experts in wartime mobilization or the sociology of gender roles to have opinions about Rosie being a riveter. In the 1980s, the "welfare queen" caricatured messy debates about the social safety net and government's role in addressing inequality that integrated race into the matter. Similarly, today's right-wing activists are in the process of personifying a tangle of issues, fears and grievances into a professorial character you could call "Dr. DEI," a liberal arts scholar.
The far right declares that the nation's changing demographics threaten American culture and that diversity comes at the expense of White people. It points to critical race theory as proof -- citing misconceptions of the law school framework as evidence of an imagined grand conspiracy. It positions its adherents as victims of racial discrimination because of policy attempts to right past wrongs and because opportunities have been opened to people of color. It laments feeling socially stigmatized for these views, and it turns that feeling into fuel for political campaigns.
Needing a scapegoat for these contentions, its champions have settled on DEI -- the diversity, equity and inclusion agenda, which they believe is reshaping the nation by leveraging education, cultural influence and claims of moral superiority. DEI is their catchall for everything that feels unfair or uncomfortable for White Americans. It's also used as a pejorative for Black officials deemed unqualified or a quota choice: Kamala Harris is labeled a "DEI vice president." Both the governor of Maryland and the mayor of Baltimore are criticized as DEIs in office. Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson was accused of being an affirmative action appointment, seating DEI on the Supreme Court.
Dr. DEI is an easy foil whenever provocateurs seek to stoke resentments. It's why more than two-thirds of the nearly 200 state bills from 2021 to 2022 sought to restrict lessons on racial injustice and American history. The measures contained language -- cribbed from right-wing think tanks and a Trump administration executive order -- commanding that no student should feel guilt or anguish when learning about the uncomfortable parts of our national narrative.
Dr. DEI is another political boogeyman for extremists, a treasonous character hellbent on undermining the country. It's marketed as the work of America-hating academics in ivory towers, who seek to demoralize and indoctrinate young minds into thinking their nation is irredeemably racist. With each additional accusation of exploiting people's sympathies while defrauding business and government for selfish gain, right-wing activists tacitly ask the same question: Who does this remind you of? Suggesting that maybe the welfare queen was not cast out ... but that she went to graduate school.
The electoral divides in the country are stark. White voters are the only racial and ethnic group that the right can routinely win. Women, young adults, and college-educated and unmarried voters increasingly support left-leaning candidates, who advocate for government programs to address inequality and injustice. Former president Donald Trump told a South Carolina rally that this division is "not just a matter of values; it's also a matter of national survival." Americans might not fully understand all the ways laws and policies interact with racial disparities, but they have opinions about DEI. That makes this complex issue easier to politicize -- and easier to exploit for political and social advantage.
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The British election, in charts 
Three graphs to help you understand what's going on in the U.K. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-06-27

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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Trump's unqualified VP faves might mean a Palin redux for the GOP
Front-runners Doug Burgum and J.D. Vance are both spectacularly unqualified.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-06-27

A shortlist of Donald Trump's vice-presidential contenders includes, from left, Gov. Doug Burgum (N.D.), former HUD secretary Ben Carson, Rep. Byron Donalds (Fla.), Sen. Marco Rubio (Fla.), Sen. Tim Scott (S.C.), Rep. Elise Stefanik (N.Y.) and Sen. J.D. Vance (Ohio). (AP) 


Felon and former president Donald Trump will choose a vice president within the next couple of weeks. (Perhaps he will make his announcement just before his July 11 sentencing hearing, to try to preempt the new cycle of coverage.) The two leading contenders -- North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum and Sen. J.D. Vance (Ohio) -- are so spectacularly unqualified that the comparison to Sarah Palin, John McCain's running mate in 2008, is unavoidable. That was the last time the GOP presidential ticket had someone so manifestly inexperienced and wacky in the No. 2 spot.
Considering Trump's age and deterioration, his No. 2, realistically, might have to step into the top job one day. That makes the selection much more than a D.C. parlor game. So who are these guys?
Like Mike Pence, Burgum -- an White, older man without much charisma -- would not upstage Trump. But make no mistake: Pence had national experience and foreign policy credentials. Burgum's qualifications, to put it mildly, are not impressive. (He's very rich, however, which is what impresses Trump.)
Burgum is serving his second term as governor of an overwhelmingly White state (83 percent identified as "White only" in the most recent census), ranked 47th in population. It has about 100,000 more than D.C. Its largest city, Fargo, has about 128,000 people. To be blunt, North Dakota looks nothing like America as a whole.
In keeping with the ultraconservatism of his state, Burgum signed a near-total abortion ban and an anti-critical race theory bill. In addition, "Mr. Burgum has signed into law, at least eight bills targeting transgender or gender-nonconforming people in recent months," the New York Times reported. "That is more than almost any other state in what has been a record-breaking year for anti-transgender legislation."
Unsurprisingly for an energy-rich state, Burgum is devoted to the oil and gas industry. But he is also obsessed with the border -- the Southern border, which is more than 1,700 miles from his state. Accordingly, he has deployed the state's National Guard to offer "support" to Texas Gov. Greg Abbott.
In short, hailing from a sparsely populated, largely rural state dependent on fossil fuels, he has no exposure to the lives and concerns of vast numbers of Americans and no familiarity with the plethora of issues that would land on his desk should he have to take over for Trump. While richer and better educated, Burgum would be very much in the Palin tradition, absent the lively personality.
By comparison, Vance makes Burgum seem like a solid choice. In only his second year in any political office, Vance has not a single significant accomplishment in public life. Worse, he might be the most egregiously dishonest MAGA figure on Trump's short list. His willingness to embrace MAGA conspiracies and peddle dangerous schemes might be what endears him to Trump. (On the downside for Republicans, Vance, who at 39 years old is half Trump's age, might accentuate just how elderly Trump is.)
Whether carrying water for Russian President Vladimir Putin regarding the war in Ukraine, or minimizing the loathsomeness of antisemite Nick Fuentes, or embracing the "big lie" that the 2020 election was stolen, or insisting that Trump deserves absolute immunity, Vance gives pandering a bad name. He has expressly stated that, unlike Pence, he would have thrown the election to Trump in 2020. It's rare that a vice-presidential candidate so clearly renounces in advance the oath he would take.
Vance's track record in the culture wars includes "a measure to criminalize gender-affirming care for trans kids, a bill to ban federal mask mandates, a proposal to crack down on affirmative action policies at colleges and universities, and public support for a 15-week abortion ban with exceptions for rape, incest and threats to the life of the mother," Politico reported.
Vance's authoritarian streak -- which has extended to demanding an investigation of Post contributor Robert Kagan and supporting plans to "summarily fire a significant number of midlevel federal bureaucrats" and "openly defy" the Supreme Court -- should frighten any sentient American. If you add in the senator's bizarre animus toward U.S. global leadership (Vance is "deeply skeptical of the so-called 'rules-based international order' -- the system of laws, norms and multilateral institutions established in the years following the Second World War," the Politico story notes), he emerges as an especially dangerous character.
No one should doubt that a Democratic vice-presidential nominee with a similar background and dearth of experience would be excoriated as unfit and unserious, evidence of the presidential nominee's rotten judgment. If Trump picks one of these spectacular underachievers, he should be pressed to justify naming them; he will own any gaffes that ensue. If voters needed any further evidence of Republicans' lack of governing sobriety, a Burgum or Vance pick would provide it.
Perhaps Trump will choose neither, preferring to diversify the ticket either with the most cringeworthy Republican sycophant, Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) -- notwithstanding the constitutional problem -- or Sen. Tim Scott (R-S.C.), the darling of more "serious" conservatives before he became another Trump toady. Either of those three-term senators, at least, would represent a plausible vice president. Certainly, neither Burgum or Vance do.
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How the freak show took over America
30 years ago this summer, Paula Jones and O.J. Simpson changed American culture -- and we're still living in the seedy, shameless aftermath.
By David Friend | 2024-06-27
David Friend, an editor at Vanity Fair, is the author of "The Naughty Nineties: The Decade That Unleashed Sex, Lies, and the World Wide Web."
Over the past several months, America has been rocked by two high-profile trials. In one, Donald Trump was convicted of 34 felony counts related to a plot, hatched during the 2016 election, to pay off an adult-film actress as a way to ensure she'd remain silent about their sexual encounter. (Trump is scheduled to be sentenced on July 11.) In the other case, President Biden's son Hunter was convicted on three felony counts of providing false information on an application to purchase firearms. During the trial, in testimony from a woman Hunter Biden met at a strip club, the jury heard accounts about the defendant smoking crack cocaine. (He is expected to be sentenced by October.)
Since the republic's founding, strippers and porn actresses haven't typically graced the narratives of America's first families. Neither has hush money. Nor coke habits. Yet here we are. And I believe that much of the Sturm und Dreck of the current moment goes back to a time, precisely 30 years ago, when another pair of legal dramas preoccupied the nation. I am of the firm belief that those two eerily synchronous news events -- in May and June of 1994 -- would set off a tsunami of sex, scandal, shamelessness and baldfaced lying, the effects of which still ripple across the culture.
On May 6, 1994, a former Arkansas government employee named Paula Jones filed a lawsuit accusing President Bill Clinton  of sexual harassment. She alleged that three years before, when he was governor of the state, Clinton had exposed himself to her in a Little Rock hotel room; Clinton denied the claims. The case would pit Jones and her far-right supporters against the president and his formidable legal and political teams; Clinton allies would use a volley of innuendo to try to impugn Jones's reputation and undermine her charges. The showdown set in motion a five-year saga of prosecutorial overreach, political fisticuffs and sleaze, culminating in the president's impeachment by the House and acquittal by the Senate in 1999.
On June 17, 1994 -- six weeks after Jones filed her suit -- the former football star O.J. Simpson got in a white Ford Bronco and tried to elude a cordon of police, setting off a gonzo "slow-speed chase" that was televised live before an audience of about 95 million. After surrendering to authorities, he would be charged with the stabbing deaths of his ex-wife, Nicole Brown Simpson, and her friend Ronald Goldman. To many, the ensuing legal extravaganza, culminating in Simpson being found not guilty, would be the first real-world reality-TV show -- a serial melodrama that would consume the country for over a year.
At the time, the two legal showdowns seemed so sui generis bizarro that they were treated like cultural anomalies. Coverage of the Jones case, as hard as it is to believe today, was initially thought to be too tawdry (a president accused of sex crimes?) to merit much oxygen in the mainstream media. Largely dismissed as a nuisance suit, it was relegated to talk radio,  tabloids and the dank recesses of a new realm called the World Wide Web. By 1998, however, two new news-and-opinion outlets, the Drudge Report (launched in 1995) and Fox News (launched the following year) -- along with a special prosecutor appointed to look into Clinton's potential misdeeds (and, soon enough, his sexual encounters) -- quickly escalated the Jones case into front-page news.
When it was disclosed that the president had an ongoing affair with a White House intern, the news cycle began to take on overtly sexual overtones. The Starr Report alone, whose 7,793 pages took forever to download on the internet, was so sexually graphic that journalist Renata Adler would describe it as "a voluminous work of demented pornography." The whole pathetic spectacle was best summed up by Philip Roth, who would write in his novel The Human Stain: "It was the summer when a president's penis was on everyone's mind, and life, in all its shameless impurity, once again confounded America."
By then, the Simpson "trial of the century" had already begun to turn television news into 24/7 entertainment. The courtroom drama had such an oddball ensemble of misfits, snappily suited lawyers and publicity hounds that it seemed less a murder trial than a circus troupe. There was testimony about rampant drug use, a quickie book describing sexcapades and defense attorney kayfabe out of the pro wrestling playbook. There was Judge Lance Ito; Brian "Kato" Kaelin, the houseguest; Brown Simpson's Akita, also named Kato. Simpson's ex-girlfriend Paula Barbieri, Brown Simpson's friend Faye Resnick and a member of the jury would all make cameos in Playboy. The nightly parade of TV "experts" (Greta Van Susteren, Geraldo Rivera, Gerry Spence in his Stetson) became cable's equivalent of Weegee: a smorgasbord of voyeurism and gore. And don't forget Simpson's attorney friend Robert Kardashian, the patriarch of what would become an entire brood of reality-TV stars.
Inside the courtroom and out, the cast was playing to the cameras. As a result, the trial, which became a limited, perpetually bingeable series, pulverized the notion of legal ethics -- indeed, of reality itself -- in the American mind. As author Jonathan Schell would write, the Simpson and Clinton dramas proved to be beta tests for what Schell called a "new media machine" that chose to elevate "the trifling (sex and lies about sex) to earthshaking (impeachment of a President and damage to the constitutional system) ... [and] may have fatally tipped a newly endangered balance of power: the balance between fantasy and reality." The June 1994 Bronco chase, Schell believed, was the pivot point: "At that moment, virtual reality and plain old-fashioned reality were inextricably fused in some new way."

(Michelle Kondrich/The Washington Post; Getty; iStock) 


At the time, the cases against Clinton and Simpson were anomalies: skeevy freak shows amid the vanilla pageant of public life. By the year 2000, both presidential candidates -- George W. Bush and Al Gore -- would run on the idea that they would bring back "normalcy" to a country ravaged by a loss of "values." They failed miserably. Instead, in the three decades since this saga began, the freakish has become the norm. Themes long pushed to the culture's fringe have winded up front and center. Come 2024, we can barely follow the plot, due to the constant barrage of scandal, unimaginably bad choices, and social media memes -- each more outrageous than the last.
In September 2023, for instance, a video surfaced showing Rep. Lauren Boebert (R-Colo.) sitting in the audience of a Denver theater and appearing to grope the genital area of a male companion during a performance of the musical "Beetlejuice." A months later, camera footage emerged of two men engaged in a sex act in the hearing room of the Hart Senate Office Building. Such dumpster fires have continued to blaze. Last month, presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. -- an alleged serial philanderer, former heroin addict and espouser of conspiracy theories -- claimed that doctors he consulted in 2010 had found a dead worm in his brain. Also in May, on the floor of the House, two legislators traded insults that are usually reserved for the schoolyard. After Marjorie Taylor Greene (R-Ga.) criticized Jasmine Crockett (D-Tex.), saying "I think your fake eyelashes are messing up what you're reading," Crockett shot back, denouncing Greene for her "bleach-blond, bad-built, butch body."
It doesn't stop. Beyond the hallowed halls of Congress, pop culture is awash in explicit sex, from Miranda July's novel "All Fours" (whose tales of desire and fantasy are scorching book clubs) to eye-popping Season 3 of "Bridgerton" on Netflix (with its depictions of saucy Regency-era romps). And every other month, it seems, another teacher or professor loses a job in academia because, in their off hours, they also happen to be posting DIY adult-only pictures or videos on their OnlyFans accounts. Shame on them. Or not.
There are myriad reasons for the normalization of all this seediness and neediness. But the causes are, at root, threefold.
First, our chief executives, over time, became ever more adroit at offering master classes in how to deceive. This began long before and continued long after the '90s, with Lyndon B. Johnson and Richard M. Nixon (lying about Vietnam); then Ronald Reagan, the consummate actor (never mentioning AIDS during his first term); then Clinton (impeached for lying under oath); to George W. Bush (lying about the "Mission Accomplished" in Iraq and his FEMA director Michael D. Brown doing a "heckuva job" in response to Hurricane Katrina). It was only a matter of time before this Age of the Long Lie would produce a leader like Donald Trump, whose untruths break the reality meter so often that they bring to mind the classic line that Mary McCarthy levied against Lillian Hellman: "Every word she writes is a lie, including 'and' and 'the.'" For a broad swath of citizens, outright lying in the short term (as a way of securing long-term goals) had become a tactic, a way to behave, a kind of accepted ethical tic.
Second, at some point since the Jones filing and the Simpson verdict, we simply lost our collective sense of shame.  As Christopher Hitchens once wrote in a 1996 Vanity Fair column, tabloid culture somehow made America "almost impossible to embarrass." Narcissists began to inflate their own value in society in a profoundly new manner. Haters began to stew in their fear and loathing; many reveled in taking down people they perceived as more damaged or, in many cases, more fortunate, than themselves. Shame became archaic, a remnant of a bygone era of civility and decency. To quote the sage Hitch: "There is a good reason the words 'shameful' and 'shameless' define the same conduct. You know you've behaved shamefully if you have exposed other people to needless annoyance or embarrassment. You don't know you've behaved shamelessly if you don't get this point."
Finally, speaking of the reality-TV circuses of Clinton and Simpson, there was reality TV itself. Starting in 1992, with MTV's "The Real World," the first contemporary reality show, the genre completely seeped into the behavioral bloodstream. Thereafter, the great audience called America became a mass of hardwired exhibitionists. Their public and private comportment, even their sex lives, were inadvertently shaped by the tropes and rituals of such shows: the rehearsed outrage, the faux flirtations and, as Shakespeare had already told us, the belief that all life is a stage. And with the rise of social media in the early 2000s, the deal was sealed. In the '90s, few personalities -- several dozen, at most -- were positioned at the white-hot core of the insanity. Now, billions of so-called users seek followers; the virtual merges with the actual; and the loudest, shiniest car crash earns the most likes. We used to hesitate before staring at a car crash, attempting a modicum of decorum. Now, fools rush over en masse, our better angels having already fled.
Perhaps Stormy Daniels put it best. When offering a rationale for why she continued to remain in contact with the man who she claimed had insisted, after their tryst, that she watch a documentary about shark attacks: "I wanted to maintain that sort of relationship because the chance to be on 'The Apprentice' was still up in the air. It would have been a great thing." And who can argue with that?
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Why is Arundhati Roy being prosecuted for a 14-year-old speech?   
Modi attempts to cling to power by targeting Roy and others for remarks the writer made in 2010.
By Siddhartha Deb | 2024-06-27

Indian writer and activist Arundhati Roy in New Delhi in October. (Kabir Jhangiani/NurPhoto/AP) 


Siddhartha Deb is the author of "Twilight Prisoners: The Rise of the Hindu Right and the Fall of India" and the novel "The Light at the End of the World."
What is a writer, even a world-renowned one, against the political needs of an authoritarian political movement suddenly on its heels?
Almost 14 years ago, in 2010, one of India's most prominent writers -- Arundhati Roy -- spoke at a public conference in New Delhi. Her subject was the disputed territory of Kashmir and India's increasingly brutal methods -- torture, extrajudicial executions, sexual assaults, imprisonment and the suspension of civil liberties -- for keeping in check the restive population of the country's only Muslim-majority state. Roy, along with four other activists, was forthright on what she saw as India's appalling record in Kashmir, especially that year, when 118 Kashmiris had been killed by security forces in protests against the government.
For those familiar with Roy, her comments came as no surprise. The author of Booker Prize-winning "The God of Small Things" has long used her prominence to openly critique human rights violations in Kashmir and the Modi government's policies. Nevertheless, a week after the event, a Kashmiri Hindu activist lodged a complaint with the Delhi police against Roy and other speakers at the conference.
The array of charges was extensive and fanciful, running from "challenging the territorial integrity of India" to "disturbing public peace" and "promoting enmity between social groups." Similar cases were simultaneously filed against Roy in Chandigarh and Bangalore, and India's rabidly nationalist media arrived outside her home to film the stone-throwing  mob that had shown up there.
Nothing further came of the complaint until last October, when V.K. Saxena, the lieutenant governor of Delhi, resurrected the charges and ordered government agencies to move forward with the case. Saxena again resurfaced on June 14 when his office leaked a note to the media declaring that he had asked for Roy to be charged under the Unlawful Activities and Prevention Act. This is the most draconian of India's arsenal of anti-terror laws, a law so feral and contorted that it amounts to a kind of anti-law.
So, why now?
The clues lie in the timing. In October, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Hindu-nationalist, right-wing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) were seeking reelection, hoping for a third term with an absolute majority of 400 seats. This month, they returned to power, but with only 240 seats, forced to rely on other political parties to form a government. The loss of more than 60 seats -- despite  the suppression of political opponents, completecontrol over the media and conveniently malfunctioning voting machines -- has left the Hindu right in disarray.
Roy's sudden prosecution appears to be a blatant show of force by a weakened BJP -- which only reveals the party's faltering attempt to cling to its power.
Over two consecutive terms, Modi has transformed India into a violently majoritarian state shoring up the ruins of a broken economy. Under his leadership, the Hindu right has lynched people; assassinated the writer Gauri Lankesh; disenfranchised more than 1 million Muslims in the northeastern state of Assam; stripped Kashmir of its notional autonomy; introduced a Nuremberg-style citizenship law targeting Muslims; and used the courts and police against activists and critics, who are made to languish in foul prisons for years on the basis of false evidence apparently planted on them by government agencies. In the case of the octogenarian Jesuit priest and activist Stan Swamy, who suffered from Parkinson's disease, the combination of false evidence and imprisonment resulted in his death.
This toxic majoritarianism has, in the past, worked wonders for the prime minister. But even in Ayodhya, where Modi inaugurated a garish temple to signal Hindu dominance earlier this year, the BJP candidate lost. Indian voters seem to have finally noticed that the BJP's achievements have been limited to enriching a coterie of oligarchs even as employment opportunities, food security, public health and public infrastructure are run into the ground. India under the Hindu right appears, by some measures, more unequal than it was under British colonialism.
The announcement targeting Roy is clearly meant to rally the faltering spirits of Hindu nationalism and to bury any conversation about Modi's failures under a manufactured narrative about anti-national writers. It is significant that neither Roy nor her lawyers has received any official document about the purported charges and that the vilification campaign is being conducted entirely on media.
These are old, tested tactics from the Hindu-right playbook, part of a long-standing and antidemocratic history of targeting critics and journalists alike.
The message is simple: The big man is unfazed, everything is under control and the hate machine rolls on. What is a writer, or an entire electorate, against such grandiose assertions? Yet if we have learned anything about India in recent weeks, it is that people have begun to realize that majoritarian hatred provides little sustenance for starved bodies and frustrated minds.
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That clock ticking on our border policy impasse could be a time bomb
DHS is ill-equipped to stop potential terrorists from entering the U.S., a new report finds.
By David Ignatius | 2024-06-26

Asylum seekers wait in line at the El Chaparral border crossing between San Diego and Tijuana, Mexico, on June 5. (Guillermo Arias/AFP/Getty Images)


Here's how our border mess could become an election-year nightmare:
Imagine that hundreds of Tajik migrants from Central Asia enter the United States through a smuggling network that the FBI subsequently discovers might have links to the Islamic State-Khorasan terrorist group. Some of the migrants are arrested nearly a year after they entered the country, but many still have not been located.
In our scenario, the FBI scrambles to find what could be a ticking ISIS-K time bomb. It uses wiretaps and sting operations to locate recent arrivals who may have some connection to the Islamic State spinoff. But it's playing catch-up. The Department of Homeland Security's inspector general reports that the agency lacks the vetting tools it needs to identify and stop migrants with possible terrorist connections at the border.
Folks, this isn't a hypothetical. All of these details are real. Intelligence officials haven't found evidence of an organized ISIS-K plot against the homeland. But the awful truth is that they don't know what's out there. America, with its porous border, is vulnerable to the stream of people who enter the country every day.
FBI Director Christopher A. Wray has been delivering hair-on-fire warnings about this problem for months. His latest came in June 4 testimony to a Senate committee: "Increasingly concerning is the potential for a coordinated attack here in the homeland" such as the March attack by Tajik members of ISIS-K that killed 139 people at a Moscow concert hall.
In early June, the FBI and DHS arrested eight Tajik migrants in New York, Philadelphia and Los Angeles. The operation, aided by FBI wiretaps, was first reported by the New York Post. The paper said that at least one of the suspects had slipped into the country across the Mexico border more than a year ago. Surveillance showed that some of the Tajiks had used "extremist rhetoric," according to CNN. "Rather than risk the worst-case scenario of a potential attack, senior US officials decided to move in and have the men apprehended," CNN reported.
Concern about the ISIS-K threat grew earlier this year when the intelligence community received new information that more than 400 Central Asian migrants had entered the United States through a "human smuggling network" potentially connected to ISIS, according to NBC News. Because of what one official told me was "extra caution," about 150 of these "persons of interest" have been arrested, but about 50 haven't been located, the network said.
This flow of Central Asian migrants is a new headache for DHS. Officials estimate that about 40 people from that region cross into the United States every day, and that there are now "tens of thousands" of undocumented migrants here from Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Afghanistan and other Central Asian countries. Most are economic migrants arriving through smuggling networks that operate using social media, cheap travel, transit through layovers in Europe -- and then easy entry into the United States.
The big gap in the system is that DHS lacks the tools to vet potentially dangerous migrants seeking asylum at border points of entry. It needs more people and resources to query classified databases and use biometric data. Despite the lessons of 9/11, intelligence agencies remain wary about sharing highly classified information without secure facilities, which are lacking at most border posts.
A scathing report on the lack of vetting tools was issued June 7 by DHS Inspector General Joseph V. Cuffari. "The Department of Homeland Security's technology, procedures, and coordination were not fully effective to screen and vet noncitizens applying for admission into the United States," he wrote.
"Until the Department addresses these challenges," Cuffari continued, "DHS will remain at risk of admitting dangerous persons into the country or enabling asylum seekers who may pose significant threats to public safety and national security to continue to reside in the United States." DHS did not dispute Cuffari's findings or his recommendations for improvements.
The core problem is that border enforcement has become a political football rather than a law-enforcement and national-security problem. A divided Congress won't approve the spending DHS needs for additional people and updated systems. And despite a 2004 law that requires intelligence agencies to share counterterrorism information, DHS "could not access all Federal data necessary to enable complete screening and vetting of noncitizens seeking admission into the United States," according to the inspector general's report. DHS doesn't have the technology to collect biometric data at land crossings, and the Defense Department won't share all its biometric data, the report found.
The asylum backlog is crushing. The DHS report calculated that 54 percent of 762,432 asylum cases filed between 2017 and 2023 weren't resolved within 180 days, with some taking up to five years to adjudicate. Among the stalled asylum cases, 620 involved "potential national security concerns," the report said.
The Biden administration tried to pass bipartisan border-security legislation this year, but it was derailed by former president Donald Trump -- who evidently prefers blaming Democrats for the border mess to trying to fix it. President Biden finally issued an executive order this month imposing greater controls. But rather than making a forceful call to action, Biden did it quietly, over protests from progressive interest groups.
A solid, well-policed border is an essential condition of public safety. I pray that Biden doesn't find out in the next few months just how dangerous our lack of bipartisan border policy could be.
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Cops who abuse children destroy a wider trust. They must be stopped.
Readers respond to The Post's "Abused by the Badge" series.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-06-26

Anne, who is being identified by her middle name, poses for a portrait on June 9, 2023 outside the courthouse where she testified in South Bend, Ind. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


Regarding the June 13 front-page article "The teen wanted to be a cop. Instead she was abused by one in his patrol car.":
I want to thank you for your recent articles highlighting the experiences of child sexual abuse survivors who were victimized by police officers. I was saddened, but not surprised, by the lack of accountability many of the law enforcement officers received.
I am a retired licensed social worker in Maryland. From 1985 to 1995, I was a therapist at the Montgomery County Victim Assistance and Sexual Assault Program. I provided clinical services to survivors, both male and female, of childhood and adult sexual abuse and assault. While working in that position, I read a book that helped me better understand why so few perpetrators were prosecuted, much less convicted, for sex crimes.
In "Sex Crimes: Ten Years on the Front Lines Prosecuting Rapists and Confronting Their Collaborators," Alice Vachss, who at one time headed the special victims unit in Queens, N.Y., used the term "collaborators" to describe the judges, defense attorneys and jurors who believed and supported the rapists instead of the victims. I would add police departments and police unions to that list.
In The Post's article about Officer Timothy Barber and Anne, the prosecutor did not ask any witnesses besides Anne to give testimony at the sentencing hearing because "she didn't think it was necessary." Nor did she ask the judge to give Barber jail time, despite Anne's written request for that to occur.
The June 15 article, "A system that fails to protect, punish," shocked me, despite my many years of treating survivors of sexual abuse and assault.
I found it particularly disturbing that some police departments were so desperate to fill vacant positions, they did not do background checks on new hires. From my decades as a social worker, I know that people are often offered plea deals in which sexual assault and abuse cases are sometimes charged as less serious offenses. But to urge perpetrators of sexual abuse of children to accept plea deals to "spare victims from testifying," in my mind, is less about justice for the victims, and really about a prosecutor's heavy workload and desire to avoid a trial. In addition, sparing the officers from punishment denies the men jail time or therapy that could cause them to change their behavior, thereby protecting future sex crime victims.
I hope The Post's hard-hitting investigative team will be nominated for a Pulitzer Prize for its excavation of the facts and the excellent writing in these articles. We must do a better job of protecting our children from sexual predators, especially those wearing a badge.
Jennie Gosche, Kensington
After reading The Post's reporting on sexual abuse by police officers, I want to publicly add my support for Anne, and to let her know how taken I am with her bravery to defy the odds and press forward with her testimony:
Anne, you have demonstrated remarkable courage and a strength of will that are to be honored. I have granddaughters, and you are more than a role model for them to learn to stand up for themselves, even if the odds are against them.
I have counseled women who have survived similar experiences, and witnessed their sadness, tears and frustrations that resulted from not only their abuse, but also from having to deal with ignorant judges and other officials who failed to give them accountability and closure. Whether he acknowledges this or not, the judge in your case should feel shame for how he treated you.
Anne, I hope you can hold on to the fact that you have the strength to have survived this, and the courage it takes to defy the odds to publicly testify against your abuser. You have far more courage and integrity than your abuser and the judge. Thank you, Anne, for telling your story.
Jim Paige, Sacramento
The Post's investigation "Abused by the Badge" raises alarming documentation about the extent of sexual abuse of children committed by police, shocking even for those of us who are well-versed in police misconduct issues.
As board members of Strategies for Youth, an organization quoted in the June 15 "A system that fails to protect, punish" article that works to protect youths from police harm, we applaud The Post's highlighting of this horrific pattern of criminal behavior. We found this statement in The Post's reporting particularly important: "Without clear messages that inappropriate behavior with children is not tolerated, employers could leave potential offenders believing they won't be caught."
Indeed, the lack of policies protecting children from sexual abuse is one example of a deeper and broader systemic failure of law enforcement oversight regarding treatment of youths. A poll recently commissioned by SFY found that much of the public believes that written policies regulating police interactions with youths are already in place. In fact, most agencies lack even basic policies and de-escalation training that acknowledge children respond, and need to be treated, differently than adults.
Here in Massachusetts, SFY is working to pioneer such policies, which, if successful, would make Massachusetts among the first states in the country to do so. Without such policies and oversight, young people will continue to be uniquely at risk of long-term physical and emotional harm during encounters with police, as The Post has been reporting since at least 2021.
These critical gaps in oversight not only imperil children, but also entire communities and the ability of law enforcement officers to effectively protect and serve the public.
Geordie McClelland and Dena Enos, Cambridge, Mass.
The writers co-chair the board of Strategies for Youth.
How would you explain these articles to your 5-year-old child? How do we tell our children that adults who are supposed to protect them -- police officers, clergy, coaches, teachers and elected officials -- may not be trustworthy? Prestige should not protect anyone, grant them immunity or exempt them from consequences.
Division, suspicion and distrust multiply as power is exploited. These betrayals have lifelong effects on the victims and insidious impacts on society.
How many more victims will it take for prevention and accountability to become prioritized rather than seen as inconvenient or too expensive? In 2022, for example, the United States budgeted just $2 million for research into ways to prevent child sexual abuse. Yet, sexual abuse is a costly public health issue. That same year, the country spent $5.4 billion incarcerating adults convicted of committed sex crimes against children, and the annual economic impact of child sexual abuse was estimated at $9.3 billion.
Time and time again, we see how society and systems respond, by protecting the perpetrators and any people and institutions who enable them. The result is that there can be no real closure for the victims or assurance that such crimes will not happen nor be dismissed in the future. Why don't we prioritize victims' lives, their futures, their livelihoods, their families? It is maladaptive to blame and shame victims, and to create hostile environments for them rather than the perpetrators.
In the face of this indifference, the onus falls on us to keep ourselves safe. We must equip ourselves and our youths with strategies to identify trustworthy versus untrustworthy adults. We must increase our societal awareness of the tactics people in positions of authority use to control others, and enact policies and behaviors that keep those in power in check and accountable.
What messages do these articles send to our children? If you want to get away with wrongdoings, you have a good chance if you are in a position of power.
Kathryn McClain, Golden, Colo.
Don't let teenagers, especially girls and young women, be left alone with a cop, a priest, a minister or any other authority figure. When I was a graduate teaching assistant and later a community college instructor, I always left my office door clearly open when meeting with a female student. It was for their protection as well as mine.
Roger Elmore, Beaufort, S.C.
The June 15 article "Abused by the badge" identified 1,800 police officers nationally who have been charged with sexually abusing children between 2005 and 2022. It found that many had been given reduced sentences or other penalties presumably owing to their having served in law enforcement. Such conduct and lenient punishments are truly reprehensible.
But I wish The Post weighed the offenses of these officers, who represent just over two-tenths of one percent of the entire law enforcement workforce, against the service of approximately 800,000 law enforcement officers in the United States, or the 136 law enforcement officers who died in the line of duty in 2023 alone, according to the National Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund. To focus on a few bad apples and ignore the sacrifices of the many in uniform presents a biased and unfair characterization of law enforcement.
Stephen E. Freeman, Springfield
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The difficult, delicious tale of coming to America
Plus: Phones in schools. Israel's ultra-Orthodox. Empty federal offices.
By Drew Goins | 2024-06-26
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

A sample of flatbreads from Z&Z Manoushe Bakery in Rockville on Nov. 9. (Hector Emanuel for The Washington Post)


Before we get too bogged down with the presidential debate (more on that tomorrow, and the next day ... and probably after the weekend, too), let's talk about food. First up: manoushe, which is definitely not pizza.
A few months ago, Jason Rezaian embarked on a tour of immigrant-owned restaurants in the D.C. area. He's the son of an immigrant father (and of a first-generation American mom) himself, so he knows how central food is to the immigrant experience. In fact, if there's one key to understanding the story of people coming to America, it's probably what they eat -- and then feed their new fellow countrymen.
The first stop in his series is Z&Z, a Palestinian bakery in suburban Maryland that makes manoushe, the airy flatbread that existed in the Levant "long before anyone in Italy thought to put tomato and cheese atop dough," Jason writes.

Danny Dubbaneh, left, and his brother Johnny prepare flatbreads at Z&Z Manoushe Bakery in Rockville on Nov. 26. (Deb Lindsey for The Washington Post)


Brothers Danny and Johnny Dubbaneh opened the place in 2021 -- in the same storefront where their grandfather once operated a fried chicken restaurant. Back then, he had to smuggle falafel onto the menu. Today, the brothers' clientele has a much worldlier palate; za'atar is no stranger.
Still, in a lovely interview that touches on fusion cuisines, his first manoushe and the foods he still misses, Danny Dubbaneh admits the challenges of owning a restaurant in a sentence that may as well be describing the immigrant experience writ large: "You don't know how to solve a problem until you encounter it, and that's what we have been doing."
Rahm Emanuel might be the U.S. ambassador to Japan, but his heart is still in Chicago. In an op-ed on the persistent issue of high school dropout rates, he suggests the rest of the country look to a plan the city implemented in 2017, when he was mayor.
"Learn. Plan. Succeed." required every senior to present some sort of post-graduation plan -- a college acceptance letter, a job offer, confirmation of military enlistment -- before earning their diploma.
Graduation rates have steadily risen since the program began, and college enrollment saw a jump, too. That's because "Chicago is preparing every student for life after high school while in high school," Emanuel writes, at a time when many other jurisdictions are pruning away graduation requirements.
The op-ed gives more detail on the program and how it might serve other areas, but my favorite bit is this very Rahm Emanuel line: "Some people might think that the U.S. ambassador to Japan should stay in his lane. I never have, and it's too late to change now."
Meanwhile, Los Angeles has banned cellphones in schools -- not just their use in class, but the devices altogether. The Editorial Board heartily approves.
It's a dramatic move, but the problem was dire. The board reports on certain schools having to remove bathroom mirrors because students kept slipping out of class to film TikToks in front of them.
Schools will need to do some tweaking on exactly how to operationalize the ban, including how to deal with emergencies -- allow "dumbphones," perhaps? -- but L.A.'s decision will give a huge boost to classroom and social learning alike.
Chaser: Is the whole smartphone panic dumb? Are warning labels on social media a good idea? Amanda Ripley, Molly Roberts and Ted Johnson discuss these questions and more on the latest "Impromptu" podcast.




From Marc Fisher's column about how federal workers are going back to the office ... any year now.
The executive branch is trying to get the feds back into their expensive cubicles. Legislators have introduced an act to require trips to the office. I hear even Neil Gorsuch has offered to organize a carpool.
Yet the most powerful of America's checks and balances, it turns out, belongs to the remote worker who doesn't want to move more than six steps from the fridge. Cut to downtown D.C., where Marc reports wandering "past shuttered storefronts along empty sidewalks, especially on Mondays and Fridays ... and Tuesdays and Thursdays. Wednesdays aren't great, either."
Are workers really responsible for solving mayors' retail problems? Or for making sure their butts in seats justify taxpayers' rent money? Shouldn't we be thinking bigger?
For decades, Israel's ultra-Orthodox population has been running what Ruth Marcus calls a "two-part scam": Their men get exempted from compulsory military service, while they and their institutions get beaucoup public money for religious study.
This is because, according to the chief Sephardic rabbi, without these institutions, "the army would not be successful. ... The soldiers only succeed thanks to those learning Torah." Ruth marvels at the chutzpah.
Israel's high court unanimously ruled this week that the setup lacks legal justification. It has done this before, but in each instance, the ultra-Orthodox have finagled a deferral, sometimes threatening to leave Israel if they don't get their way. This time, however, Ruth thinks the pressures of the Israel-Gaza war might actually make the ruling stick -- perhaps one silver lining to the awful conflict.
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Ultra-Orthodox
Need a new plan for post-grad
Migration, maybe?
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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Election denialism isn't gone. Trump's backers are probing for weaknesses.
Some county officials, backed by Mr. Trump's allies, are considering ways to thwart a Biden victory.
By Editorial Board | 2024-06-26

Absentee ballots being processed in Atlanta on Nov. 3, 2020. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


The Carter Center, founded by former president Jimmy Carter, normally sends election observers to countries such as Sierra Leone, Venezuela and the Democratic Republic of Congo. This fall, the group will deploy nonpartisan monitors in Michigan, Arizona and, yes, Georgia -- not the country but the state where the group is based. Such vigilance, in the world's oldest democracy, reflects the corrosive downstream effects of former president Donald Trump's years of relentless election denialism.
Mostly under the radar, Trump backers in some key states are probing for weaknesses in the nation's decentralized election administration system. For example, Mr. Trump's allies appear to be exploring whether county-level officials can block the certification of vote tallies, if the election doesn't go their way.
The United States has more than 3,000 counties. Dragging out certification in one could create a cascading problem in which a state is unable to certify its results by the Dec. 17 deadline  to cast its electoral votes so that they can be sent to the Capitol for counting on Jan. 6, 2025. If no candidate receives 270 electoral votes, the House might be forced to pick the president -- with each state's delegation getting one vote, a system that favors Republicans.
The Electoral Count Reform Act that passed in 2022 addressed weaknesses exposed by Mr. Trump's efforts to overturn the 2020 election. State legislatures will find it harder to block certification, and the threshold is higher for members of Congress to block the counting of electoral votes a state submits. Yet, while significant and valuable, the bipartisan measure did not address every vulnerability.
That's why it's concerning that county-level officials have tried to block the certification of vote tallies in five battleground states since 2020. The Post's Amy Gardner, Patrick Marley and Colby Itkowitz report that deep-pocketed, pro-Trump groups are backing these efforts, including a test case underway in Georgia's Fulton County, home to Atlanta and the first presidential debate on Thursday. Courts in Pennsylvania are also considering whether local boards must include in their certification totals ballots with certain errors, after local election boards in three counties withheld thousands of votes two years ago. (Certification doesn't forestall litigation or other challenges.)
Fortunately, none of the efforts has succeeded -- so far. Some states have strict rules limiting county election boards' autonomy for just this reason. Two commissioners in rural Arizona face criminal charges for refusing to certify midterm results. "Last month in Michigan's Delta County, the Board of Canvassers voted not to certify local results," The Post reports. "A similar attempt to not certify May election results occurred in Nevada in Washoe County, home to Reno. ... Officials cited mistrust in election machines or ballot errors but offered no evidence of widespread fraud. In all four, certification proceeded after state intervention."
These machinations come as Mr. Trump refuses to commit to abide by the 2024 results, a reprise of his posture in 2016 and 2020. At their first debate four years ago, Joe Biden expressed confidence that Mr. Trump would accept the results after all the ballots were counted. "That'll be the end of it," he said. Unfortunately, Mr. Biden was wrong. Exit polls in the GOP nominating contests showed that a majority of Republicans have embraced the lie that the president did not win legitimately. Two-thirds of Iowa caucus-goers said so, for example.
Mr. Trump demanded that the Republican National Committee make "election integrity" its No. 1 priority as he ousted its chairwoman earlier this year. The RNC announced plans last week to enlist at least 100,000 poll watchers, workers and election judges for November. Training sessions are being held in every battleground. In one welcome contrast to four years ago, however, the national GOP is embracing early, mail-in voting -- something Mr. Trump previous called "corrupt," even as  he cast his own ballot that way.
To be clear, many elections officials, and legions of lawyers in both parties, are preparing earnestly for the 2024 vote. Some state election administrators have identified voters in key jurisdictions who might serve as plaintiffs in emergency lawsuits demanding that county boards certify results if officials balk. These efforts, along with state-level safeguards and Trump backers' record so far, give reason to hope the nation's democratic structure will hold. The election system also remained mostly uncontroversial during the 2022 midterms. But Mr. Trump, of course, wasn't on the ballot.
A mere handful of officials in one or two major battleground states could sow widespread doubt or upend the certification process, and motivated partisans appear to be searching for any hole in the system to exploit. Americans should not be manipulated nor lulled into thinking 2020 was a one-off. Instead, they should take seriously continuing threats to their vote -- and demand their leaders stop discrediting their democracy.
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The Supreme Court is off the rails
I take your questions, look at good journalism and share part of a Supreme Court opinion.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-06-26

A woman standing in front of the Supreme Court on Thursday holds a sign demanding that Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. resign. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


You're reading Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
This week, I take your questions, look at an excellent piece of journalism and share a snippet of a Supreme Court opinion.
A reader asks: The Supreme Court is near the end of its term. Presumably, its cases under consideration have already been decided. If so, is there a reason the court releases them in dribs and drabs (only a few a day)?
Answer: Theoretically, the court is supposed to release them as they are done. Count me as skeptical, however, that it has not decided the immunity case. It sure looks to me and other informed court watchers that at least a couple justices are dragging their feet, giving felon and former president Donald Trump a week or so more to run out the clock before the election.
A reader asks: Wouldn't term-limited Supreme Court justices and other federal judges pander for post-term riches and positions?
Answer: Better than accepting lavish gifts when one is still on the court! Most proposals for term limits envision the justices would remain on the federal bench, but at a lower court level. Judges do retire voluntarily now, so the potential for future jobs already exists.
A reader asks: I just read one donor pledged $50 million to Trump, another $20 million to President Biden. Is that allowed?
Answer: Sadly, yes. There are limits on direct donations to a campaign ("hard money") or to a party, but there are no limits on giving to third-party, ostensibly independent groups -- e.g., super PACs, Section 501(c)(4) groups -- that can run ads and engage in other campaign-related activity.
A reader asks: Many people are expecting SCOTUS to maximize delay by sending the immunity case back to Judge Tanya S. Chutkan for analysis of which acts were presidential and which were private, thus ensuring there will be no trial before the election. On the "MissTrial" podcast, Danya Perry suggested Chutkan could do that analysis by holding a "mini-trial," bringing in witnesses and experts to talk about the facts of the case. So we might not get the trial of Trump, but we would get all the facts in front of the public before the election. What do you think about this idea?
Answer: Yes, several legal gurus have suggested this. It may not get the wall-to-wall coverage a trial would, but the public would have the benefit of some damning evidence. It's a poor substitute for a full trial that, absent Supreme Court stalling, could have been held and completed already.
A reader asks: Hypothetical: Second-term President Biden is able to convince a next-term Democratic majority Senate to curtail the filibuster and pass term limits on Supreme Court justices. Question: Would the sitting justices have to be grandfathered in, allowing them to serve out their lifetime appointments, or could the Senate implement term limits effective immediately, on a schedule such that the most senior justice would need to vacate his seat every two years until we have nine sitting justices with 18-year terms? In the latter scenario, I think every sitting justice would minimally be able to serve 18 years or more.
Answer: It all depends on how Congress would draft it. The problem is that the constitutionality of all of these variations would ultimately be decided by the Supreme Court. Hmmm, I wonder how it would come out? If struck down, the alternative (aside from impeachment, which is virtually impossible) would be a constitutional amendment for term limits or court expansion.
A reader asks: During the debate, Trump needs to be checked on the spot for the sorts of obvious lies he spouts with regularity. It shouldn't be up to Biden but to a fact-checker in attendance. Is there a plan for that?
Answer: It is not clear whether the moderators will do any of this, but there is no independent fact-checker present. Afterward, I expect pundits to have a field day with Trump's torrent of lies.
A reader asks: What would the Republican Party and its MAGA minions do if Trump ... [had a health episode]. ... Would they still run with him as a candidate?
Answer: If it happens before the convention, the convention would actually pick the nominee (as in the old days)! If after the convention, the Republican National Committee would choose. There is no real mechanism if the president-elect becomes incapacitated after the election but before the inauguration. The inauguration would have to go forward, whereupon the 25th Amendment would control.
At Thursday's debate, Biden would do well to focus on the ethically challenged and ideologically extreme Supreme Court as well as lower judges (who are also incompetent in some cases) such as District Court Judges Aileen Cannon and Matthew Kacsmaryk, whom Trump appointed. The prospect of a Supreme Court filled with Justice Clarence Thomas clones and lower courts stocked with Aileen Cannons should be enough to panic reasonable voters.
"US farmers turn towards Biden over Trump's past agricultural policies," the headline in the Guardian explained. "A growing number of rural Americans now plan to vote for Biden, fearing Trump could cost farmers again." Hmm. Not a perspective you often see in U.S. political coverage.
"While Joe Biden remains unpopular with farmers ... results from a host of 2022 midterm races suggest that at the state and local level, support for Democratic party candidates in rural America may be rebounding," the piece continued. "Moderate Democrats in swing states such as Pennsylvania, Michigan and Arizona, as well as Gibbs' Ohio outperformed Biden's 2020 presidential election figures by as much as 15%, according to analysis by Third Way, a pro-Democratic party thinktank."
The reporter actually went to Shelby County, Ohio, to talk to people with particular interests. How had they been affected by the current and prior presidents' policies? Examining what Trump actually did and how it affected a traditionally conservative voting bloc is something we should see more of in our horserace-dominated political coverage. The report also drilled down on Biden's actual record. "Research shows that under the Biden administration, farming incomes have increased significantly, in large part due to government assistance and a post-pandemic bump in demand for agricultural products."
Informative, detailed, policy-focused. More papers should try it!
The Supreme Court on Friday ruled in United States v. Rahimi. A case that never should have been brought, it challenged whether a state could prevent a domestic abuser from owning a gun. How could the court possibly prevent states from regulating guns so dangerous that people with criminal records should not be able to get them? The court was in this position because of an opinion two years earlier, New York State Rifle & Pistol Association, Inc. v. Bruen, which essentially required courts to find some analogous restriction from the time of the Second Amendment in order to uphold a gun safety law. Well, no domestic abuse laws back then, so no regulations to protect abuse victims now!
In concurrence, Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson put the blame where it belongs:
Put more simply, "originalism" does not work in practice. Forcing courts to transport us back to the 18th century (before domestic abuse laws, voting rights for women, the industrial age, etc.) creates uncertainty, chaos and horrific results. If we insist on locking in gun rights in 1791 and due process in 1868, we will have an America that virtually no one wants to live in, a legal system that is unworkable and a society in which disfavored groups lose progress made over centuries.
Frankly, Jackson's observation is on target with virtually any topic (e.g., guns, legislative deference, equal protection, substantive due process) because originalism in the hands of her colleagues has become a results-oriented exercise to roll back the habits, laws and values of modern America. It's not simply that some justices cherry-pick history to reach the right-wing results they want; it's that the entire exercise is unworkable and perverse.
Next week I'll have my online chat, so please submit your questions. Questions submitted after next Wednesday will go to my next Mailbag newsletter.
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The Supreme Court nears end of term
Telnaes cartoon on the end of the Supreme Court term.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-06-26

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post) 
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Students in L.A. face a cellphone ban. They shouldn't be the last. 
When such bans are done right, they can make a big difference for distracted teens. 
By Editorial Board | 2024-06-26

Junior high school students in Washington, Pa., unlock pouches in which their cellphones were sealed on Thursday, Oct. 27, 2022. (Keith Srakocic/AP) 


Last week, the Los Angeles Unified School District became the largest in the country to approve a districtwide cellphone ban. For teachers, this is great news. For many kids, it's less welcome. Parents, meanwhile, are conflicted, caught between wanting their children to learn without distraction and dreading the loss of the constant and easy communication to which they've grown accustomed. Everyone needs to learn to live without.
High school hallways teem with students with their heads down -- not because they're immersed in books, but because their favorite influencer posted a new video. Schools have had to remove bathroom mirrors because students were sneaking out of class to make TikTok videos. Digital isolation has taken over school lunchrooms and playgrounds, causing these spaces to become eerily silent. Administrators say the phenomenon has only worsened since the covid-19 pandemic.
Smartphones undoubtedly hinder students' attention to solving for x or close reading a Shakespearean sonnet. Simply banning their use in class, but not restricting them further, permits surreptitious or accidental phone use. A 2023 study by Common Sense Media revealed that teens check their phones more than 100 times a day on average. On top of the hundreds of notifications lighting up screens and interrupting class lectures, teens now spend 4.8 hours on social media each day. Surgeon General Vivek H. Murthy has been a vocal supporter of limiting screen exposure and social media usage for young adults, even pushing for tobacco-style warning labels on apps such as Instagram and Facebook. The relationship between screen exposure and mental well-being remains unclear, but some studies suggest there is cause for concern.
Promoting prosocial skills is another crucial school responsibility; phone bans push kids to interact with their peers face to face and foster relationships outside of cyberspace. Plenty of people still struggle, after the solitude of the covid pandemic, to settle back into their communities. Schools could be just the place to start.
Yet many parents remain wary of banning phones during the school day. They are afraid that doing so would sever communication between them and their children -- not only when they want to coordinate pickups or drop-offs, but also in the event of an emergency. Given the rise in school shootings in recent years, parents' worries are understandable. But they aren't reason enough to continue permitting device usage on campus.
Law enforcement officials actually advise against mass communication during lockdowns. Having hundreds of students contacting their parents can heighten panic and distract kids from listening to lifesaving instructions.
Schools have managed to function without smartphones for centuries -- without their absence causing logistical or any other disaster. For concerned parents, equipping their children with traditional cellphones, these days dubbed "dumbphones," might be the best option; schools might consider whether selective phone bans that permit such devices could work. They could be particularly appropriate for children still in elementary and middle school. Or parents could get even more old-fashioned and simply call their school's administrative office when necessary. Schools, meanwhile, could ensure they have parental notification systems that work during emergencies.
The next question for schools is how to ban them. A popular option is requiring the use of magnetic pouches that lock in the morning and unlock when the final bell rings, or in the event of an emergency. This option is the most widely enforced, with more than 3,000 schools using them in 21 different countries. Other options, such as phone lockers or an honor-based system forbidding students from touching their phones, have been less successful.
When smartphone bans are done right, they can make a big difference. At Bethlehem Central High School near Albany, N.Y., for example, academic progress has improved since applying a ban last fall. According to school faculty, students converse with one another in class and in common areas, much like they used to before scrolling through social media feeds became the standard lunchtime activity. They are less distracted and more tuned in to learning. Skeptical students and parents have even said they're surprised at the success of the newly phone-free school.
Cellphone bans are moving from individual schools to statewide policy in states such as Florida and Indiana. California leaders are considering a statewide policy of their own. All the better; the next generation should learn to appreciate the life of the mind, not just the screen.
For more on a related subject, listen to columnists discuss social media warning labels on the Impromptu podcast.
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Metro fares will increase this weekend. Here's what to know.
Fares for Metro's rail and bus services will increase by 12.5 percent, after seven years without a major fare hike. Here's a full breakdown of the fare changes.
By Danny Nguyen | 2024-06-27

A 7000-series Metro car rolling along through the Takoma neighborhood in Northwest D.C. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


Metro riders will see higher fares beginning Sunday, in a move meant to bridge budget gaps and avoid catastrophic service cuts.
Fares for Metro's rail and bus services will increase by 12.5 percent, after seven years without a major fare hike. Here's a full breakdown of the fare changes.
The base rail and bus fares will increase from $2 to $2.25, and the maximum rail fare will increase from $6 to $6.75. Late-night and weekend fares on Metrorail will rise from a $2 flat charge to between $2.25 and $2.50, depending on trip distance. The fare for Metrobus Express -- expedited, limited-stop bus service along select routes -- will rise from $4.25 to $4.80.
MetroAccess, a paratransit service for people who cannot use bus and rail systems, will increase maximum fees from $4 to $4.50.
The cost of a monthly rail pass will increase by 12.5 percent, from between $64 and $192 (based on ride distance) to between $72 and $216.
Metro will also charge 5 cents an hour for bicycle lockers, up to $1 per day, replacing a system of annual leases. Parking fees will not change.
These are Metro's first significant fare hikes since 2017. Last year, the tri-jurisdictional transit agency implemented a modest increase to its distance-based rail rates.
In December, Metro warned of possible doomsday service cuts amid a looming $750 million deficit. In February, the agency announced that it had managed to plug the funding hole and stave off service cuts with a $480 million investment from D.C., Maryland and Virginia, as well as through fare hikes, though it warned of future funding hurdles.
The Metro budget supported by the increased fares will largely be used to maintain bus and rail service levels throughout the transit system and pay its roughly 12,000 employees, though the agency also wants to pursue improvement projects like rail car upgrades and bus fleet conversions from gas and hybrid to electric vehicles.
Earlier this month, Metro shuttered five Red Line stations for maintenance and construction work. The Silver Spring, Forest Glen, Wheaton and Glenmont stations will remain closed until Aug. 31. The Takoma station, though, will reopen Friday -- two days ahead of schedule -- Metro announced Wednesday.
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Maryland brothers put a face on autism for police
AutismFYI launched a decade ago to train police to better recognize autistic characteristics but the nonprofit faces an uncertain future.
By Clarence Williams | 2024-06-27
The New Carrolton police officers carefully eyed the two husky men, each weighing around 300 pounds, as the pair walked through the police training session.
For the previous hour, the officers had been in a mandatory class about autism, armed only with trays of doughnuts and a box of coffee. They sat with arms crossed and blank stares. Only a few asked questions.
Then the two burly men, both in  their mid-30s, spoke. Their voices sounded high and reedy, like that of preteen boys. The conversation turned to professional wrestling and superhero movies, until a veteran sergeant leaned forward and asked them a crucial question: "What's your favorite Pokemon character?"
Eyes softened.
Arms uncrossed.
Curiosity increased.
The Benjamin brothers had done it again.
For the past decade, Kenny Benjamin, 34, and his brother Brad, 35, have helped to put a face on autism for their family-run organization, AutismFYI.
The curriculum is the centerpiece of the nonprofit's mission: training area law enforcement officers and educating family caregivers or others who may encounter a person with autism. They've trained more than 15,000 people through online and in-person courses.
Kenny and Brad Benjamin liken their work to a comic book legend and head of the X-Men.
"Just like professor Charles Xavier is trying to get people to understand about mutants ... not to be a threat to mankind but a part of it," Kenny Benjamin said.
What the brothers don't realize is that as their parents approach retirement, time may be running out for their superhero vision of making Maryland safer for people like them.
Retired plastic surgeon James Benjamin and his wife, Joyce, launched the nonprofit in 2014 after reading about a case in Richmond in which an African American autistic man was convicted of hurting a police officer during an emergency call and faced a prison sentence.
Immediately, James and Joyce Benjamin recognized that police officers might view their sons as a threat in an emergency -- two biracial, bulky men who are as immature as middle-schoolers.
"They are kids in men's bodies," James Benjamin said.
So, the couple immersed their family -- and $250,000 of their savings -- into trying to make a difference.
The nonprofit's headquarters overtakes their split-level home in Bowie, Md., which once served as a home office where the Benjamins would prepare patients for tummy-tucks and other procedures.

Kenny Benjamin with one of his many puppets. He and his brother live at home with their parents. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Now, shelves lining their basement walls are filled with merchandise such as backpacks; T-shirts; and identification cards, bracelets and USB cards that download personal info to help authorities reunite lost family members.
Brad and Kenny sit at computers and help Joyce Benjamin fulfill requests from clients and brand merchandise with logos via a heat-press machine.
Kenny Benjamin is resolute: "We're going to do this as long as we want until the whole world learns about autism and Asperger's," he says.
But AutismFYI is threatened by the passage of time.
Years of performing operations led to crippling back problems for James Benjamin, 78. His wife, who is 68, just wants to relax.
"I did my best," Joyce Benjamin said. "We put training out online for free ... but at that point you can't do everything for the world. Hopefully someone else would just take up the cause."
The couple give themselves two more years for their curriculum to be absorbed by a larger autism group or to find the money to hire their replacement.
"I don't see it ending. I see it as too necessary in every state, every country," Joyce Benjamin says. "But it takes a lot of people. Can't just be me."

Brad Benjamin, left, and Kenny Benjamin pictured in their room. The family's nonprofit, AutismFYI, has trained more than 15,000 people through online and in-person courses. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


AutismFYI lecturer and retired Prince George's County Police Sgt. Michelle Grimes translated medical jargon during the training session.
She clicked through PowerPoint slides:
"Autism is a neuro-development disorder that may or may not present obvious symptoms."
Some people "may become non verbal when stressed."
Officers were warned that unwanted touching could easily trigger some people. Avoidance of eye contact is typical.
The Benjamin brothers' presence loosened up the room as the questions flowed:
Would the lights and sirens trigger them?
Can a person with autism follow commands?
"Time, patience and distance are the three things," Grimes said.
How well do you take direction?
Give one directive at a time, Joyce Benjamin suggested.
"Yeah, one step at a time," Kenny said.
Before his sons even arrived, James Benjamin made a personal plea:
"We're asking a lot of you, and I want you take care of my kid."
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A Maryland city and its complicated history with Willie Mays
Mays made his affiliated professional baseball debut in Hagerstown, Md., in 1950, and his experience in the segregated city stayed with him.
By Sapna Bansil | 2024-06-27

The Hagerstown Flying Boxcars held a moment of silence to honor Willie Mays before their Atlantic League game this week against the Southern Maryland Blue Crabs. (Sapna Bansil/The Washington Post) 


HAGERSTOWN, Md. -- On June 23, 1950, a 19-year-old Negro Leagues standout named Willie Mays skipped his high school prom and boarded a train for Maryland. The next day, in the former slave-trading stronghold of Hagerstown, Mays would make his debut in affiliated professional baseball. He batted sixth and played center field for the visiting Trenton Giants, the first of nearly 3,000 times he would patrol center field in a Giants uniform.
Three years after Jackie Robinson integrated Major League Baseball, Mays became the first Black player to appear in the Class B Interstate League, four levels below the majors. But much of the country remained entrenched in Jim Crow laws and mentalities. Throughout the Giants' weekend series at Municipal Stadium against the Hagerstown Braves, Mays stayed in a separate hotel away from his White teammates and endured racial epithets from fans.
"It didn't take me long to realize that Hagerstown was the only city in our league below the Mason-Dixon Line," Mays wrote in his 1988 autobiography, "Say Hey." "When I walked onto the field for the first time, I heard someone shout, 'Who's that n----- walking on the field?' But I didn't let it bother me."
Seventy-four years ago this month, an enduring connection was forged between arguably the greatest baseball player of all time and a small city 70 miles northwest of D.C. Mays, who died last week at 93, never forgot Hagerstown, both for its role in launching his Giants career and for the way it treated him. Over subsequent decades, he recounted his experiences there in books, documentaries, interviews and even his 1979 Hall of Fame induction speech.
The city did not forget Mays, either. Though he never played for a local team, multiple iterations of Hagerstown's baseball franchises have had Mays's No. 24 jersey retired since 2004.
The most recent of those franchises is the Hagerstown Flying Boxcars, an expansion team in the independent Atlantic League that plays in a ballpark a mile from where Mays took the field. On Tuesday, in their first home game since Mays died, the Flying Boxcars presented a video tribute and held a moment of silence in his honor.
"He's probably one of the top five greatest players of all time, so it's always been a source of pride in our community that Willie Mays played his first game in Hagerstown Municipal Stadium," Flying Boxcars General Manager David Blenckstone said. "He's always held a special historical place in the history of minor league baseball in Hagerstown."
But to some, Mays's experience in Hagerstown remains an overlooked aspect of the city's history. The hotel in the redlined Jonathan Street neighborhood where Mays once stayed is now a church parking lot. Municipal Stadium was demolished in 2022. Meritus Park, a new downtown stadium that opened last month, does not yet feature any permanent tributes to Mays.
Tekesha Martinez, who is serving as Hagerstown's first Black mayor, said Mays's history with the city is "not well celebrated, told [or] known within Hagerstown or our county."
"All I know is bits and pieces of the story," Martinez said. "Had I known there was someone like Willie Mays that walked on Jonathan Street, that played in our city ... I would have felt more proud about being from Hagerstown as a Black woman."
Mays grew up in Jim Crow Alabama, yet the racism and segregation he encountered in Hagerstown left a lasting impression. When he played in nearby D.C. and Baltimore, there were no restrictions on where he was allowed to stay. "But here in Hagerstown, located midway between those cities, I couldn't stay with the rest of the team," he wrote in his autobiography.

During Willie Mays's visit to Hagerstown in 1950, he stayed away from his teammates in the segregated and redlined Jonathan Street neighborhood. "It was the first time I had been off by myself somewhere," Mays wrote in his 1988 autobiography. (Sapna Bansil/TWP)



A plaque on Jonathan Street marks the former location of the Harmon Hotel. Willie Mays's stay there is highlighted on the plaque. (Sapna Bansil/TWP)


The Giants made attempts to support Mays. A group of White teammates sneaked into his room at the Harmon Hotel and slept on the floor to keep him company. His manager, Chick Genovese, ate with him at the city's segregated restaurants.
Still, his stint with the Giants was Mays's first experience as the only Black player on his team. When Mays played in the Negro Leagues with the Birmingham Black Barons, he and his teammates confronted racism together. In Hagerstown, he went through it alone.
"It was the first time I had been off by myself somewhere, for even when I was on the road with the Barons in a segregated situation, at least all of us were segregated at the same time in the same place," Mays wrote.
The legacy of Mays's experience in Hagerstown lingered not just for the baseball star but for the city. In 2004, the Hagerstown Suns, the city's since-defunct minor league franchise, invited Mays to return. When he accepted, it became an opportunity -- 54 years later -- for Hagerstown to make amends.
"I thought it was important for the community to have that moment -- a second chance with Willie Mays, as it were," said Kurt Landes, the former Suns general manager who organized Mays's visit. "Certainly everyone was aware that his first time in the community wasn't received positively. ... So this was a chance for the community to be excited to host him again [and] excited to have an opportunity to redeem themselves. Everyone felt it was a little bit of a homecoming."
On Aug. 9, 2004, a 73-year-old Mays was the guest of honor in a city that once jeered him. He filled the ballroom of a downtown hotel, where according to an account in the Hagerstown Herald-Mail, some attendees paid as much as $1,000 for an autograph and a private meet-and-greet. As Landes introduced him to thunderous applause, Mays began to cry.

Willie Mays was presented a jersey at Municipal Stadium during a 2004 visit to Hagerstown. (Ric Dugan/AP/Herald-Mail)


Later that day, Mays returned to Municipal Stadium, ahead of a game between the Suns and the Asheville Tourists. He met with players, threw out the ceremonial first pitch and received a standing ovation.
"He returned under much different circumstances than when he was here in 1950," said Dan Spedden, a longtime Hagerstown baseball fan who attended the ceremonies. "He was very gracious about it. ... He covered it well in his book, the way he was treated here in 1950, but when he came back in '04, I didn't see any of that animosity or anything. He was just happy to be here and happy that he was so well received."
While many fans left that day with autographed memorabilia, Landes held on to a unique memento. After learning that Mays loved homemade chili, Landes and his wife filled a slow cooker with the family's recipe and brought it to the ballpark. Mays enjoyed three heaping bowls, and Landes kept Mays's spoon as a souvenir.
"I put it in a frame, and it was in my basement," said Landes, the president and general manager of the Class AAA Lehigh Valley IronPigs. "And then my wife and I, whenever we made chili from there on, we called it Willie Chili."
Shortly before Mays's visit, then-mayor William Breichner announced that the city would rededicate a street that ran along Municipal Stadium in Mays's honor. But nine months later, the city council voted to preserve the old name, East Memorial Boulevard, after a group of veterans argued the street should stand as a commemoration of their service.
Some saw the incident as a reemergence of Hagerstown's past.
"Willie Mays is a veteran," said Spedden, who is president of the Hagerstown/Washington County Convention and Visitors Bureau. "Maybe the stain of that segregation has not exactly faded away. There's still some of it lingering in a lot of people, and it came out in a way that I was appalled by and embarrassed by."
A few years before he died, Mays said he had reconciled his history with Hagerstown.
"They wanted to try making up for the sadness I felt all those years earlier," Mays wrote in a 2020 follow-up memoir, "24." "The way I figured it, I couldn't hold it against the whole town. I wasn't hurt by the town in 1950. I was hurt by the people. It was good that I went back."
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D.C.-area forecast: Less hot and humid today into Friday
It may still clip 90 today but could fall short tomorrow. Higher temperatures return for the weekend. 
By David Streit | 2024-06-27

A happy sunflower. (angela n./Flickr)


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
6/10: Showers have ended, and humidity will descend. Seasonable temperatures shouldn't offend.
We spend the next few days skating on the boundary of cooler air to our north and a steam bath to our south. This is a good spot to set off showers/storms, and this weekend will be exemplary with that threat throughout. Still, there will be plenty of time to accomplish outdoors plans; just keep an eye on the forecast and the radar.
Today (Thursday): Last night's rain scoots off to the east quickly in the morning, with clearing by midday. Humidity is still on the high side early, but it should be gradually getting more bearable as the day goes on. Northwest breezes are light, and highs in the mid-80s to around 90 are a vast improvement over yesterday. Confidence: Medium-High.
Tonight: The night is clear with the lightest of breeze and low humidity. Lows range across the 60s. Confidence: High.
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend.
Tomorrow (Friday): Sunshine is plentiful, and humidity is on the low side (dew points around 60). Winds are light from the east, and highs are mainly mid-80s. Pretty nice for summer weather around here. Confidence: High.
Tomorrow night: Clouds gradually increase overnight as more humid air begins sneaking back into the area. While very scattered in nature, a few showers are possible late. Lows hold in the mid-60s to lower 70s. Confidence: Medium-High.
Heat and humidity build notably on Saturday. Despite a fair amount of clouds, highs rise to the upper 80s to lower 90s. It is hard to get a handle on when and where showers will be most likely, but expect some to bubble up. The same is true through the night, as lows dip to the 70s. Confidence: Medium.
Sunday will be another scorcher, with highs about 90 to 95 and plenty of humidity. By later in the day and overnight, another surge of cooler air is likely to come into the area and should be the focus for more showers and storms. Early enough in the afternoon/evening, some could be strong, but there is currently low confidence on timing. Overnight, cooler air pushes in, with lows in the 60s. Confidence: Medium.
With cooler, drier air still surging into the area, Monday is a winner. Highs should make the lower 80s or so! Confidence: Medium-High.
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Virginia and Maryland in spat over Chesapeake Bay crabbing plans
The Virginia Marine Resources Commission voted to repeal the prohibition on winter crab dredging in Virginia waters, allowing it to explore establishing a year-round crab fishery.
By Joe Heim | 2024-06-26

Crabs harvested in the Chesapeake Bay near Pasadena, Md. (Carolyn Van Houten/The Washington Post)


A Virginia commission's decision to strike down a ban on the winter dredge harvesting of blue crabs in the Chesapeake Bay drew sharp criticism from Maryland officials and regional environmentalists, who say it will further jeopardize the crab population and undermine efforts to protect the bay's ecosystem.
The Virginia Marine Resources Commission (VMRC), a state agency responsible for the commonwealth's marine life, voted 5-4 Tuesday to repeal the prohibition on winter crab dredging in Virginia waters and to explore the establishment of a year-round crab fishery. The prohibition has been in place since 2008.
In a statement, the commission said that a year-round crab fishery "may serve to bolster the commercial crabbing industry during times of the year where jobs are often lost during industry closures, losing access to workers and customers."
It said the evaluation of whether a year-round crab fishery could operate would be made in conjunction with research and advice provided by the commission's Crab Management Advisory Committee (CMAC) and the Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS) "to ensure that any future fishery operates sustainably within the broader context of crab management efforts."
But the vote did not go over well with Maryland leaders and environmental groups in Virginia and Maryland that have led efforts to stabilize the region's blue crab population.
"A decision of this magnitude should have only been made with the support of scientists, in close consultation with Maryland officials, and in response to a significant increase in the blue crab population," Maryland Department of Natural Resources Secretary Josh Kurtz said in a statement.
Kurtz said data shows that the population of female crabs is "below target levels and lower than last year's abundance."
The annual Baywide Blue Crab Winter Dredge Survey, which estimates the Chesapeake Bay's blue crab population, tallied 317 million crabs in 2024. Five years ago the survey estimated 594 million crabs were in the bay.
The Virginia and Maryland directors of the nonprofit Chesapeake Bay Foundation each issued statements blasting the Virginia commission's vote and warning about the impact it could have.
"The Virginia Marine Resources Commission's decision to reopen the winter crab season this year puts the prospect of a healthy blue crab population in the Chesapeake Bay in jeopardy. It is incredibly disappointing," Chris Moore, the foundation's Virginia executive director, said in a statement. "The VMRC's vote imperils not only the vulnerable blue crab, but the sustainability of harvests throughout the year and other species in the Bay that depend on the blue crab for food."
Allison Colden, Maryland executive director for the foundation, said the partnership between Virginia, Maryland and the Potomac River Fisheries Commission had been integral to growing and maintaining a stable blue crab population since it experienced deep declines in the early 2000s.
"VMRC's decision damages this partnership and undermines the need for conservative management of the species which has seen below average numbers throughout the Chesapeake Bay for years," she said in a statement.
The VMRC pushed back against the criticism, saying it "will always pursue fisheries management practices based around the best science."
"The prohibition of crab dredging in Virginia was a roadblock to Virginia's efforts to fully assess whether a year-round crab fishery could be integrated into current management frameworks without affecting the health of the crab fishery," commission spokesman Zachary Widgeon said in an email. "We hope that our colleagues at the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and in Maryland share our ideal that the ability to gather data and comprehensively assess all aspects of a fishery as important as the blue crab fishery allows us to employ the most sustainable management practices."
Widgeon said findings on the feasibility and impact of a year-round fishery would be presented to the commission at its September meeting.
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D.C. student wins 'Doodle for Google' art competition
Maisie Derlega, who recently graduated from a D.C. high school, won the 2024 "Doodle for Google" art competition and had her art featured on Google.
By Nicole Asbury | 2024-06-26

Maisie Derlega based her artwork on her Sunday family dinners. (Maisie Derlega)


A D.C. teenager's sketch of people gathered at a dinner table was featured atop Google's homepage Wednesday.
Maisie Derlega's artwork was picked as the winner among five finalists in this year's Doodle for Google contest. The recent graduate of D.C.'s Jackson-Reed High School also won a $55,000 college scholarship, and her school will receive a $50,000 technology package. Her win was announced live Wednesday on the "Today" show in New York.
"It's so awesome, and my art piece is on the Google homepage," Derlega, 17, said in a phone interview. "It's just so cool. All of it."
D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser (D) congratulated Derlega on social media, writing, "Maisie, we are cheering you on today and as you continue to win for DC at college and beyond."
Since 2008, Google has hosted a competition for young artists. Students are required to spell out Google in their artwork, which follows a theme. Entries are judged on artistic merit, creativity and theme communication.
This year's theme was, "My wish for the next 25 years ..."
Judges pick 55 students from across U.S. states and territories from the pool of entries. From there, five finalists are selected and a public vote helps determine the winner.
Derlega said she had considered entering last year's competition, but by the time it was on her radar, the deadline passed. This year, she kept an eye out for it. When she saw the theme was announced, she started working on her piece.
The idea came to her quickly. She wanted to portray people gathered at a table and eating food -- replicating the family dinners she has every Sunday.
"Since I'm going to college, I'm thinking a lot about my future and how things are changing in my life, but there's also things that I really hope stay the same," she said. "One of those things is these family dinners I have every Sunday, and I just hope when I come back to visit, I can continue to join them."
Derlega started with a pencil sketch, then re-created it digitally on her iPad. She picked food that could represent the letters in Google: a pizza crust for the G; a slice of cake for the E. And she chose to make the dinner's attendees diverse so it was "applicable and relatable to everyone," she said.
In total, it took her an estimated 35 hours.
She was told she won the competition last week via a prerecorded video from singer Olivia Rodrigo. She had to keep the recognition secret until it was publicly announced Wednesday.
Derlega said creating art has always been a part of her life. Even in preschool and kindergarten, there was always art lining the walls of her home, she recalled. She said she gradually started becoming more serious about it, especially after being guided by her art teachers. In the fall, she plans to attend the University of Michigan to study art and design.
"I feel like there's been very little question about whether or not this is something I pursue, but this competition has definitely helped me solidify that I think I've made the right choice," she said.
"Every artist wants to be seen, and this is being seen on such on massive level," Derlega said. "It's just such an honor."
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National Cathedral's dying pipe organ is getting a $14.5 million renovation
The renovation for Washington National Cathedral's pipe organ is expected to take five years. 
By Jordan Brown | 2024-06-26

Workers lower a wood pipe as part of a pipe organ that is being taken apart at Washington National Cathedral on Wednesday. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


The organ's 10,000-plus wooden and metal pipes provided the soundtrack to some of the most memorable events in Washington National Cathedral's history: the funerals of Presidents Dwight D. Eisenhower and George H.W. Bush, the visit of Queen Elizabeth II, the Nats' 2019 World Series win, to name a few.
But fueling so much music took its toll on the organ, especially with pipes that weigh more than 400 pounds. Over the years, a significant portion of the instrument stopped functioning. On Wednesday, cathedral staff began the arduous process of removing the pipes so that they could be refurbished and reinstalled, part of a $14.5 million five-year project that officials hope will leave the organ sounding brand new.
"Each pipe is going to have a number of mechanical moving parts that have to work perfectly in order for that pipe to play," said Tom Sheehan, organist and associate director of music at the cathedral, noting that it was time for the instrument to be updated and replaced. "Over 10,000 pipes, literally tens upon tens of thousands of moving parts -- anything that moves mechanically is going to weaken and fall out of adjustment over time."
At 86, the organ "died a natural death," said Kevin Eckstrom, chief public affairs officer of Washington National Cathedral.

Amory Atkins of Organ Clearing House, right, helps to lower the organ's wind chest. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Patrick Smith, deputy director of facilities and preservation at Washington National Cathedral, said several years went into planning the organ's renovation and the project officially began this year. The grand organ was decommissioned in early January after the cathedral wrapped its holiday season. From there, a scaffolding was constructed above the cathedral's Great Choir.
Early Wednesday morning, about 20 workers in the scaffolding took down pipes as the sun radiated through the cathedral's glass windows. They used a hoist to transport pipes and wind chests down to the main floor.
The pipes will be shipped to Connecticut and refurbished by a repair shop that has also restored organs for the Duke University Chapel and Boston Symphony Hall. Transporting them won't be easy, as they have a wide range in length, width and weight. Of the 10,000-plus wooden and metal pipes, the organ's largest pipe is nearly 18 feet long and weighs 442 pounds. One of the organ's chests weighs even more  at 495 pounds, making it the heaviest item transported.
Douglas McKeever, field operations director at Foley-Baker, said the chest is the mouth of the organ. The organ's pipes stand on the chest, which compresses the air that passes through the pipe and produces the sound that comes out of the organ.
Once the pipes are repaired, the organ will be reinstalled with key historical elements intact as well as some new handcrafted parts. Preserving the organ's history is an important factor in the renovation project, along with ensuring the instrument's safety.

Pipes of the cathedral's organ. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


One of the goals for the renovation is to redirect the pipes' sound so that it can reach as much of the cathedral's audience as possible, McKeever said. When the organ was installed in 1938 by Ernest M. Skinner and Son Organ Co., only a third of the cathedral building seen now was built. As a result, the organ's sound does not spread all the way out to the main body of the cathedral where people are seated.
"There was never a chance to build an organ in this space to the completed cathedral building. So, we're going to have that chance now and we've already come up with a design that reflects the needs and specific characteristics, sonically, of this building," Sheehan said.
In the meantime, the cathedral is using a digital organ from Pennsylvania's Walker Technical Co. The 70-speaker organ has been in use since the original organ was decommissioned. Once the pipe organ is refurbished, the digital organ will be kept as a practice instrument.
Sheehan said he's looking forward to the pipe organ's return. While the digital organ has 70 speakers, it doesn't quite match the sound of thousands of pipes.
Sheehan will be in for quite a wait. The renovation is slated for completion in 2029.
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Prince George's County moves to fill seat of former council member
Prince George's County Council passed a resolution setting the dates for a special primary and special election to replace former council member Mel Franklin.
By Lateshia Beachum | 2024-06-26

From left, Prince George's County Council members Calvin S. Hawkins II, Mel Franklin and Edward Burroughs III in Largo. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post)


The Prince George's County Council announced the dates for the special primary and special general election that will be held to replace former at-large council member Jamel "Mel" Franklin (D), who was charged last week in a felony theft scheme. Authorities say he embezzled campaign funds to pay for personal expenses, including rent, loans and cosmetic procedures for himself and a close friend.
The council passed a resolution Tuesday that calls for the special primary election to take place Aug. 6, followed by a special general election scheduled for Nov. 5. Applicants interested in filling Franklin's role will have until July 5 to file their certificate of candidacy with the Board of Elections.
Franklin abruptly resigned from his role as an at-large member this month after serving nearly 14 years on the body. During his time in office, Franklin wrote more than 100 pieces of legislation that were adopted or enacted into law. He had a reputation as an advocate of fiscal prudence.
The charges against Franklin came less than a week after his resignation. The Office of the Maryland State Prosecutor alleges that Franklin took $124,450 from the Friends of Mel Franklin campaign account from 2020 through at least October 2023 by writing checks or electronically transferring the funds to his personal bank account.
At-large seats were created by a 2016 ballot measure to broaden the focus of the council and improve institutional memory by making it possible for some lawmakers to serve two terms in a district seat and then two terms at large.
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Strong to severe storms cross D.C. area late evening, causing few issues
A severe thunderstorm watch was issued as activity arrived. Most activity remained below severe levels. 
By Ian Livingston, Jeffrey Halverson | 2024-06-27
10:18 p.m. -- Another warning, but storm risk waning 
What should be the final warning from this set of storms will run until 10:45 for southeastern parts of the area up to the bay. The storm is stretched from near Dunkirk to Eagle Harbor and was moving east rather quickly. Isolated damaging wind is possible before it exits into the bay.
National Airport reported a gust to 47 mph with showers and storms passing by earlier. Quantico recorded a gust of 48 mph. 
While light to moderate rain may persist for another hour or two in and around Washington, and some showers remain possible through the pre-dawn, the severe weather risk is ending. 
Temperatures should fall to the low and mid-70s most spots, with humidity beginning to fall off around sunrise. Still warm, but less humid and a bit of a breeze for Thursday. Highs reach the upper 80s to near 90s. 
This will be our final update unless warranted. 
9:43 p.m. -- Warning for southern Beltway and south
Storms passing Dale City, Occoquan and Newington are headed east and will pass just south of D.C. 
A severe thunderstorm warning is in effect for the storm until 10:00 p.m., for the potential of wind gusts up to 60 mph. Locations in line include Mount Vernon, Alexandria, Accokeek and Piscataway. 
The strongest storms are generally south of Washington, but rain and rumbles will also pass through the city and locations northward shortly.
9:06 p.m. -- Storms gathering southwest
Storms to the southwest of the immediate area have prompted another severe thunderstorm warning. It runs until 9:45 p.m., bumping into Manassas and Dale City by then. This complex will have eyes on the immediate area thereafter. 
9:00 p.m. -- Severe thunderstorm watch until midnight
A severe thunderstorm watch is in effect for the whole area until midnight for the storms now passing through. The main risk will be isolated damaging wind gusts, in addition to heavy rain and frequent lightning. 

Storm watch (NWS)


8:45 p.m. -- Main round of storms arriving
After a quiet start to the evening, the next and most widespread round of showers and storms is entering the area from the west.
A severe thunderstorm warning is in effect through 9 p.m. for parts of Loudoun, Fauquier, Prince William and surrounding counties. The potential for some strong gusts will approach The Plains to Purcellville shortly.
Another severe storm warning is also up until 9:15 p.m. to the south of that between Madison and Culpeper. Storms in this zone are more intense overall and are headed northeast toward the area.
The leading edge of storminess should reach the Interstate 95 corridor by 10 p.m.
5:22 p.m. -- first round of storms passing by
The Weather Service has issued a severe thunderstorm warning that includes La Plata, Waldorf, Brandywine and surrounding locations. The storm may contain damaging wind gusts up to 60 mph. It is moving northeast from Charles County into southern Prince George's County.
Farther north, just rain and some rumbles to the southern Beltway, and not much it seems.
From 1 p.m...
Afternoon temperatures heading deep into the 90s, rising humidity and an approaching cold front are setting the table for a significant thunderstorm threat in the D.C. region late Wednesday afternoon and evening. Although severe weather is unwelcome, any rainfall associated with it is much needed.
The Storm Prediction Center has placed the area under a Level 2 of 5 severe weather risk. Storms could produce heavy rain, dangerous lightning, wind gusts near or over 60 mph and large hail up to 1 inch in diameter. There could be more than one round of storms, with several inches of rain and localized flooding possible in those places that see multiple storms.
Storms could move in from west to east as soon as mid- to late afternoon. Any storms during this period have the best chance of turning severe, but it's uncertain how many storms will develop. There's higher confidence in more numerous storms Wednesday evening, but it's less certain whether there will still be enough energy in the atmosphere for them to be strong to severe.

Outlook area for Wednesday's Level 2 of 5 storm risk from the Weather Service. (Storm Prediction Center)


The scenario Wednesday includes an approaching cold front in the lower atmosphere and a disturbance in the upper-level flow, both running into an unstable atmosphere across the Mid-Atlantic.
Weather models suggest the potential for two or more distinct rounds of showers and storms.
The first batch is a less certain. It could develop in the high terrain to the west or along a subtle wind shift in the lee of the Appalachians, perhaps around 3 to 5 p.m., with storms potentially passing near the Beltway and Interstate 95 around 5 to 7 p.m.
Additional storminess is likely later Wednesday evening ahead of the front. It could last several hours, with the heaviest rain and most boisterous thunderstorms moving through around 9 p.m. to midnight, and lingering rains continuing into the overnight hours.

Simulated radar forecast at midnight on the NAM weather model. (WeatherBell)


How much the atmosphere destabilizes, and thus becomes conducive to severe storms, depends in part on the amount of cloud cover through the afternoon. But there's a good chance that a moderate amount of "storm fuel" will develop, given the intense heat and abundant moisture in the atmosphere. Strengthening winds aloft could foster organization of storm cells into longer-lived clusters, especially in the evening.
The chief hazards include pockets of damaging winds caused by downbursts, which are thunderstorm winds that blow downward and then fan out when reaching the ground. Intense lightning will also accompany any potent storms.

Precipitation forecast from the NAM weather model. (WeatherBell)


Repeated passage of storms over several hours could lead to some instances of flooding, particularly during the evening. About 2 to 3 inches could fall in a few locations. It's also not out of the question that nearby spots end up closer to dry.
June rainfall is running about 3 to 4 inches below average, or less than 25 percent of what's typical in D.C. and to the south, during what is usually one of the wettest months of the year. Drought reentered the area last week and is probably expanding, given the hot and dry conditions of late.
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Trying to make it to the Olympics? Go train with Simone Biles.
Built and run by her parents, the World Champions Centre in Texas has produced some of the country's top gymnasts.
By Emily Giambalvo | 2024-06-27
In the loneliest tier of this individual sport, the gymnasts from World Champions Centre gravitate toward one another upon arriving at competitions. They pose for photos, record dances for TikTok and wear T-shirts celebrating their "girl gang." Originally from different parts of the country and separated by more than a decade in age, they soon will navigate the pressure-packed Olympic trials together -- all because their dreams led them to the Houston suburbs, where they train alongside Simone Biles.
As Biles became the world's best gymnast, her parents built one of the country's best clubs. The somewhat impulsive idea stemmed from their daughter's need for a place to train, but the gym since has grown to become the nation's largest hub of top-tier gymnasts.
Five of the 15 women to compete at this week's Olympic trials train at World Champions Centre, more than any other club. Apart from Biles, none of those athletes began her career in the Houston area. They uprooted their lives in the hopes that WCC, and particularly coaches Cecile and Laurent Landi, would help them reach their lofty goals.
For Biles, that means she has a place where she can escape the burden of fame and instead simply be one member of the elite crew. At practice, she's joined by a pair of fellow Olympians in Jordan Chiles and French standout Melanie de Jesus dos Santos. Then there are eager teenagers still climbing toward their peaks, including three who advanced to the U.S. trials.
For Biles, 27 and approaching her third Olympics, these teammates keep the sport fun.
Many of the gymnasts credit the Landis as the reason for their rapid improvement. The gym's future is uncertain: After the Olympics, Cecile will depart to become the co-head coach at the University of Georgia, and Laurent is set to stay for just one more year.
For now, the club remains in its prime, with Biles as the headliner and her teammates as proof of its rise.

At World Champions Centre, teenagers still climbing toward their peaks train in the space as elite athletes. (Michael Stravato/For The Washington Post)


After Biles won her first world all-around title in 2013, her coach, Aimee Boorman, abruptly decided she wanted to coach somewhere else. Biles could have followed Boorman to a new club, but her mom, Nellie, was skeptical. Nellie met with Boorman and for the first time considered building a gym.
"That was the most stupid option," Nellie said, "but then that option was on the table."
The next day, Nellie drove around looking for signs that advertised land for sale. A four-acre plot near her home caught her eye. She called her husband, Ron, to deliver the news: "We're going to build a gym." Several days later, she signed the paperwork to complete the purchase.
The business began with six enrolled gymnasts. During one stretch as the facility was under construction, gymnasts trained in a small warehouse they nicknamed "The Shed." To practice vault, the athletes had to begin their runs in the parking lot, Nellie said, because the building wasn't long enough.

Simone Biles's mother, Nellie, said that creating World Champions Centre "was the most stupid option, but then that option was on the table." (Michael Stravato/For The Washington Post)


With Boorman still her coach, Simone practiced in the new space -- a massive, state-of-the-art facility -- for less than a year before the 2016 Olympics. After winning five medals in Rio de Janeiro, she took a break from the sport, and Boorman headed to a new job. In 2017, WCC didn't have any athletes competing at elite nationals.
That fall, when Simone decided to return to training, she needed a coach. Nellie interviewed a couple of candidates, but her daughter was unimpressed. Then a USA Gymnastics staffer recommended Laurent Landi, who had coached 2016 Olympian Madison Kocian.
Laurent traveled to Spring, Tex., to talk with Nellie and Simone, and "the interview took a completely different turn," Nellie said. Simone hadn't engaged much in the previous conversations with coaches, but this time, Nellie saw her daughter take over the interview as she and Laurent spoke "a language that was really not mine." They discussed difficulty scores, routine construction and ways the world's best gymnast could get even better.
Nellie knew he had to be the pick.
Laurent made it clear that his and Cecile's practice structure would be a change for Simone, who had been Boorman's primary focus. The Landis led large groups at their previous gym and wanted to do the same at WCC. The Level 10 athletes, the ones aiming for college scholarships, would practice alongside the elites. Simone would be one of many.
WCC's top group has grown so much, in large part from athletes moving there from other clubs, that the gym has more than a dozen Level 10 athletes and sent eight elites to this year's U.S. nationals. (Apart from Biles and Chiles, all of those WCC elites joined the club within the past three years.) It's rare for athletes of this caliber to train with their peers; at the U.S. championships, just three clubs had more than three junior or senior elites.
When Dulcy Caylor, a North Carolina native, wanted to move from her Dallas-area club to WCC, her mother's only hesitation was about whether all the gymnasts could receive enough attention. That concern dissipated once she saw how gymnasts received a constant stream of feedback.
Laurent "can be across the gym, he can almost catch every turn, and he'll still have some coaching to do," said Amy Caylor, a former college soccer player. "He's incapable of letting a bad turn go by."

Jordan Chiles practices during a training session in February. (David J. Phillip/AP)


When Biles returned to competition after the 2016 Olympics, there was no guarantee she would keep improving. Maintaining her past form would have been an accomplishment. Yet in 2018 and 2019, Biles proved she was better than before, winning major competitions by massive margins while debuting skills no other woman had attempted.
But because Biles is so uniquely talented, WCC general manager Zach Francis said outsiders probably thought: "Well, it's Simone. Anybody could coach her."
Chiles moved from the Pacific Northwest to train with Biles, hoping to revitalize her career. Chiles transformed into a consistent competitor, and on her way to the Tokyo Olympics in 2021, she attributed the progress to WCC and the Landis, whom she calls "the dopest coaches I've ever had."
Suddenly, the perception of the club changed, Francis said: "Wow, if they can do that with this person, what could that mean for me?"

Chiles laughs during a training session. (David J. Phillip/AP)



Chiles moved from the Pacific Northwest to train in Texas. (David J. Phillip/AP)



Chiles has attributed her progress into a consistent competitor to WCC and the Landis, (David J. Phillip/AP)


Six WCC athletes competed at the 2021 nationals, and four advanced to the Olympic trials. Around that time, Caylor was a quiet but intense 13-year-old who wanted a gym that had high expectations. She had noticed Chiles's improvement, and her mom figured a gym owned by Biles's parents would have a stable elite program for the foreseeable future.
Caylor tried out at WCC just before Biles, Chiles and the Landis departed for Tokyo. (Caylor was star-struck by Biles and too nervous to say hello.) After practice, Laurent asked Caylor, who had yet to compete as a junior elite, about her goals. She said she hoped to compete internationally the next season and eventually go to the Olympics and win the all-around title. While in Tokyo, Cecile emailed saying she and Laurent would like for Caylor to be at the gym when they returned.

Cecile Landi emailed Dulcy Caylor to ask her to be at WCC when they returned from the Tokyo Olympics. (Elsa/Getty Images)


The group continued to grow, with Joscelyn Roberson and Tiana Sumanasekera joining after the 2022 season. Roberson went from finishing 18th at U.S. nationals to earning a spot on the 2023 world championships team. She felt stagnant before the move, as though she had stopped improving, so she said, "seeing the change that I made is so insane." Sumanasekera had struggled on bars, joking that she and Roberson gave Laurent "more than a couple heart attacks watching us." Both gymnasts recently finished in the top 10 in the all-around at nationals to advance to the trials.
With so many gymnasts, these competitions can feel busy and mentally challenging, Cecile said, "but way better than the opposite." Time isn't spent with one athlete standing idly with her coaches soaking in the pressure. Instead, the WCC group is constantly in motion -- giving corrections, moving mats and adjusting springboards. As athletes cycle through turns on each apparatus, the high-stakes environment resembles a familiar practice.

Simone Biles and Joscelyn Roberson celebrate the team gold medal at last year's world championships. (Yves Herman/Reuters)


At WCC, the world's most difficult skills have become routine. As Biles pushes the boundaries of the sport, her teammates figure they can at least attempt some of these elements, too.
"Sometimes in your mind you can think, 'Oh my goodness, this is something huge I've never done before,' but when the expectation is higher around you, it seems like it's more possible for you to do," said Caylor, who is competing at the trials but sees 2028 as her best Olympic opportunity.
When discussing the improvement of gymnasts, Cecile deflects.
"I don't think it's us," she said. "It's the girls."

Cecile and Laurent Landi have been at WCC since the fall of 2017. (Julio Cortez/AP)


Most of the elites benefit from the experience of the three past Olympians in their training group. But the crew of teammates is helpful to Biles, too. She has reached a level of fame that few athletes have. But at WCC, she gets to be just one of the gymnasts.
"She doesn't feel any different," Nellie said. "It controls that anxiety."
Biles's parents remind their daughter this isn't her gym; it's theirs. The facility isn't a shrine to Biles's accomplishments. ("In my office, yes," Nellie said, "but not out there.") Some of Biles's sponsors have their logos on the wall, and photos of past world championships and Olympic teams are in the lobby, but there are also more than three dozen banners recognizing athletes who have gone on to compete in college or will soon do so.

Nellie Biles says some tourists view WCC as a must-see Houston-area attraction (Michael Stravato/For The Washington Post)


Problems come from outsiders. Nellie said tourists sometimes view WCC the same way as NASA -- a must-see Houston-area attraction. The front-desk employees keep track of everyone entering. Nonmembers cannot proceed to the parents' viewing area. They must observe from near the desk, where it's hard to see much of the training area.
In the gym, there's a deliberate effort to protect Biles's sense of normalcy. At competitions, kids in the crowd constantly scream her name, but at WCC, she can train without autograph requests.
The opportunity to coach Biles prompted the Landis to table plans to open their own gym, which eventually led to the growth of WCC's elite group. But there is a future for the club without Biles as a gymnast -- whether that comes after the Paris Games or a bit later. Nellie hopes that version of the club looks similar because, she said, "Simone is just one person training here in the gym, and WCC is not Simone."

Coach Brooke Leedy, left, working with level-9 gymnasts Izzy Mann and Sophia Hall. (Michael Stravato/For The Washington Post)



Cecile Landi concludes a session with her level-10 gymnasts earlier this month. (Michael Stravato/For The Washington Post)


Despite Biles's prominence, navigating the post-Landis version of WCC could be the bigger challenge because of how much coaching drives athletes' choices of clubs. Laurent will stay after Cecile heads to Georgia but only until next year, when their daughter finishes high school. Caylor's mom said her daughter prods Laurent about what he'll do next, and he jokes that he's going to play golf.
Meanwhile, the gym carries on as usual, with more gymnasts preparing for the U.S. Olympic trials than at anywhere else. What the club becomes over the next Olympic cycle is uncertain, but what WCC is now is undeniable. Nellie Biles's spontaneous decision gave her daughter a place to thrive and others a route toward their goals.
"The expectation," Francis said, "is that there's hope, that there's opportunity."

Gymnasts leave training at World Champions Centre. (Michael Stravato/For The Washington Post)
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Skye Blakely's Olympic dream ends at U.S. gymnastics trials after injury
Considered a favorite to make the team for the Paris Games, the gymnast had to be carried off the floor.
By Emily Giambalvo | 2024-06-27

Skye Blakely competes on the balance beam during the U.S. championships earlier this month. (Elsa/Getty Images)


MINNEAPOLIS -- Skye Blakely, one of the top contenders to earn a spot on the U.S. women's gymnastics team for the Paris Olympics, has withdrawn from the trials because of a right Achilles' injury, USA Gymnastics announced Thursday morning.
Blakely suffered the injury while practicing a tumbling pass during a training session Wednesday. She had to be carried off the floor and then exited the arena in a wheelchair with her face in her hands.
Blakely finished second in the all-around at the recent national championships, trailing only Simone Biles and solidifying herself as a favorite to make the five-member team for Paris.
The 19-year-old from Frisco, Tex., was a member of the gold medal-winning U.S. teams at the world championships in 2022 and 2023. She had shown improvement this season, particularly by debuting a new, difficult vault at nationals.
At the Olympic trials in 2021, Blakely suffered an injury while warming up just before the competition began. At that time, she was not one of the athletes expected to make the team; she was a 16-year-old who had become age-eligible for the Olympics only because of the postponement of the Games. This time, she entered the trials as a favorite.
Blakely is not allowed to submit a petition for a spot on the Olympic team. The selection procedures allow petitions from gymnasts who finish first or second in the all-around at nationals and have a score from nationals that would have placed first or second at the trials. Blakely could have met that criteria; however, this option is available only if a gymnast has an illness or "extenuating circumstance." According to the procedures, petitions because of injury will not be accepted.
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NBA draft winners and losers: Basketball's French Revolution is strong
Zaccharie Risacher and Alex Sarr had a great draft night in Brooklyn. Others, well, not so much.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-06-27
NEW YORK -- The 2024 NBA draft is officially halfway in the books.
After Commissioner Adam Silver held court throughout the first round at Brooklyn's Barclays Center on Wednesday, the inaugural two-day edition will continue Thursday at 4 p.m. at an ESPN television studio near the Financial District.
With 30 picks in, here is a rundown of the winners and losers from what is typically one of the most anticipated nights on the basketball calendar.
French phenom Victor Wembanyama's coming out party at the 2023 draft was a tough act to follow, but his countrymen more than did their part to carry this year's relatively muted festivities. French forward Zaccharie Risacher went first to the Atlanta Hawks. French center Alex Sarr went second to the Washington Wizards. And French forward Tidjane Salaun went sixth to the Charlotte Hornets. Together, they became the first trio of players from the same country outside the United States to be selected in the top 10.
Their timing couldn't be better: Paris will host the Olympics next month, France will be one of the leading threats to the United States' gold medal hopes, Wembanyama was named rookie of the year in May, and Minnesota Timberwolves center Rudy Gobert, a French stalwart, recently won his fourth defensive player of the year award.
"We are trying to represent our country, and I'm so glad to be a part of it," Risacher said. "There are more players coming in. I'm really proud of being a part of the success of my country. Trying to understand what Victor, Rudy and other French players did really helped me to develop myself as a player."
Barclays Center has done a nice job hosting the draft for more than a decade, but it was hard not to feel for Brooklyn Nets fans Wednesday. The building gets overrun by rowdy New York Knicks die-hards every year, but this time they had an awful lot to crow about.
The Knicks made the second round of the playoffs; the Nets didn't even reach the play-in tournament. The Knicks are loading up for an even deeper postseason run by agreeing to re-sign forward OG Anunoby and swinging a major trade for Mikal Bridges, who just happened to be the Nets' best player last season. To make matters worse, the Knicks had multiple first-round picks this season -- although they traded one -- while the Nets had to convey the No. 3 pick in the draft to the Houston Rockets as payment for their 2021 James Harden trade. Sorry, Nets fans: Kentucky guard Reed Sheppard, the best shooter in the draft, is headed to Texas.
Brooklyn supporters can lick their wounds knowing they have a boatload of future draft picks coming thanks to their liquidation trades of Kevin Durant and Bridges. In the meantime, Barclays Center will host some truly atrocious basketball next season as the Nets, guided by rookie coach Jordi Fernandez, enter the sweepstakes to land highly coveted Duke forward Cooper Flagg in next year's draft.
The NBA picked a good year to switch its draft to a two-day format: The stakes felt lower without a major headliner, and the evening played out in orderly fashion. If the top priorities are celebrating the best young basketball players in the world and putting on a good television show, splitting off the second round makes a lot of sense. Placing the first-round content block into prime-time viewing hours makes sense for ESPN and viewers alike.
It remains to be seen whether there will be any ambiance in ESPN's studio during Thursday's second round, which will begin at 4 p.m. to avoid conflicting with the presidential debate. The good news: The second round should proceed at a more reasonable pace than in the past, which should be helpful for teams and fans given the proliferation of trades in recent years. If the studio format winds up feeling stale, the NBA should consider alternative sites for future renditions.
Need a reason to tune in? Bronny James, the teenage son of Los Angeles Lakers star LeBron James, is still on the board and is widely viewed as a potential second-round pick.
There was one major problem with the two-day format: Duke's Kyle Filipowski and Kansas's Johnny Furphy received green room invites and sat onstage with their friends and families for more than three hours, but they were never selected as the first round came and went. The snubs were therefore left to shuffle sadly out of Barclays Center and forced to wait out a long night before hearing their names called Thursday. Filipowski and Furphy showed up expecting the best day of their lives and left looking disappointed, confused and embarrassed.
Prospects unexpectedly slide down the draft board almost every year. In the past, players and their families have sometimes left their tables so they could sweat out their wait away from the cameras backstage. But this year's two-day format cut off the potential safety net of falling into the second round and salvaging their life-changing moment.
The NBA extended 25 green room invites this season, far too many given the unpredictability of the proceedings. While the invitees are all adults who could weigh the potential downsides with advice from their agents, the thought of getting picked and not being there is hard for any competitor to swallow. As such, the NBA should extend fewer invites -- somewhere in the 15-to-18 range -- and make arrangements for second-tier prospects to sit in the stands in case their names are called.
Dillingham, an electric scoring guard from Kentucky, found an ideal fit when he was selected by the San Antonio Spurs with the No. 8 pick and subsequently traded to the Minnesota Timberwolves. While critics could argue the Timberwolves gave up a lot by parting with an unprotected 2031 first-round pick and a 2030 pick swap to land Dillingham, there's no doubt they need his shot creation, outside shooting and razzle dazzle in their backcourt.
Minnesota lost to the Dallas Mavericks in the Western Conference finals because its offense ground down around Anthony Edwards. There simply weren't enough ballhandlers and playmakers on hand. Dillingham will plug into the rotation behind veteran point guard Mike Conley and enjoy a green light to get buckets when Edwards is off the court.

Rob Dillingham will join the Minnesota Timberwolves after a draft-night trade with the San Antonio Spurs, who took him with the No. 8 pick. (Sarah Stier/Getty Images)


Even though Wembanyama put together one of the most impressive rookie seasons in recent memory, the Spurs' draft strategy made it clear they aren't in any hurry to accelerate their rebuilding effort around their franchise center after finishing with the Western Conference's second-worst record.
San Antonio got its main target with the No. 4 pick in Connecticut guard Stephon Castle, a well-rounded guard whose work ethic should appeal to Coach Gregg Popovich but whose shooting limitations will crimp the team's offensive spacing in the short term. The Spurs added valuable pieces to their cache of assets by trading the No. 8 pick, but unprotected first-round picks won't knock down three-pointers or help Wembanyama clear the boards next season.
To make matters worse, the Portland Trail Blazers traded Malcolm Brogdon to the Washington Wizards on Wednesday, and the experienced game manager would have made a fine starter in the Spurs' thin backcourt. If San Antonio can't target some serious upgrades in free agency or use its new picks to land a big fish in a trade, Wembanyama better brace for a very heavy load and the possibility of another long season.
Edey and his ardent supporters got the last laugh Wednesday after years of doubts about whether the 7-foot-4 center from Purdue would find a home in the NBA after winning back-to-back NCAA player of the year awards. The 22-year-old Canadian didn't just get drafted, he went ninth to the Memphis Grizzlies in a stunning development few analysts predicted.
Memphis has a hole in the middle after trading away Steven Adams and Xavier Tillman last season. With Ja Morant returning from shoulder surgery, Edey must prove he can keep up with one of the league's fastest point guards and serve as a massive complement to 2023 defensive player of the year Jaren Jackson Jr. There's no guarantee this fit will work, but Edey will enjoy a genuine chance many thought he would never get.
The Detroit Pistons need shooting around Cunningham, their franchise guard. Everyone seems to understand that except the Pistons. Somehow, the Pistons lost 28 straight games, parted with lead executive Troy Weaver, fired Coach Monty Williams and still didn't target a shooter with the No. 5 pick.
New Pistons general manager Trajan Langdon selected Ron Holland, an intriguing and physical wing whose reputation suffered because of an injury-plagued season with the G League Ignite. But Holland shot just 23.9 percent on three-pointers last season, not much better than Ausar Thompson, Detroit's 2023 lottery pick, who shot 18.6 percent on three-pointers as a rookie. The bricks will continue to rain in the Motor City for the foreseeable future.
Newly minted Los Angeles Lakers Coach JJ Redick, a former sharpshooter himself, has preached the importance of analytics and spacing on his podcasts and in his introductory news conference this week. Redick had to be thrilled, then, when the Lakers landed Tennessee guard Dalton Knecht, the reigning SEC player of the year who shot 39.7 percent on three-pointers as a senior.
Knecht probably fell into the Lakers' lap at No. 17 because he is 23 years old, which obviously limits his upside compared with the teenage prospects that make up most of the lottery every year. With LeBron James about to turn 40, Anthony Davis firmly in his prime and Redick looking for NBA-ready contributors, Knecht's age and experience are strengths rather than hang-ups for a Lakers team that needs to win now.
"We would have never imagined a player as skilled and perfect for our needs would be there for us," Lakers General Manager Rob Pelinka said in a statement. "We had him as a top 10 player unanimously across our scouting boards."

Dalton Knecht fell to the No. 17 pick but landed in a positive situation with the Los Angeles Lakers. (Julia Nikhinson/AP)


Here's a reminder of the topsy-turvy nature of this year's draft cycle: Isaiah Collier was generally regarded as the No. 1 prospect last fall. But a lot changed over the past six months, as USC's disappointing season ended without an NCAA tournament appearance and Collier's sometimes erratic play during his one-and-done freshman campaign caused his stock to plummet.
Despite good scoring instincts and a physical frame, Collier struggled with turnovers and shot just 33.8 percent from deep. While it looked like he might slip all the way into the second round, Collier was finally picked by the Utah Jazz with the No. 29 selection. Collier, an Atlanta native, admitted he had never been to Utah but sounded relieved and excited to be in the mix after his trying path.
"[The Jazz] are about to get a dog," he said. "I'm just looking forward to going in there and competing from day one, showing what I can do and just prove myself in the league."
Topic, a talented 18-year-old Serbian guard who scores at the rim and possesses good vision, suffered an ACL tear in his left knee that seemingly removed him from consideration at the top of draft boards. Oh well. After being selected by the Oklahoma City Thunder with the 12th pick, Topic will join arguably the NBA's best collection of young talent rather than be forced to languish on a bottom dweller.
The Thunder earned the Western Conference's No. 1 seed last season and can afford to be patient with Topic's rehabilitation. Once he's back healthy, Topic projects as a secondary ballhandler alongside 2024 MVP runner-up Shai Gilgeous-Alexander. It could take awhile for this selection to pay dividends, but there's a good chance everyone will be asking in three years how Thunder President Sam Presti managed to do it again.
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How a 71-year-old former banker has helped transform USMNT set pieces
Hired by the U.S. Soccer Federation last fall, Gianni Vio brought with him the experience of working for with numerous clubs in Italy and England.
By Steven Goff | 2024-06-27

Christian Pulisic has scored in each of the past two U.S. matches on set pieces: a free kick against Brazil and a corner kick against Bolivia. (Omar Vega/Getty Images)


ATLANTA -- After scoring an outrageous goal early in his team's Copa America opener Sunday, U.S. soccer star Christian Pulisic celebrated with coaches and teammates on the sideline before turning his gaze to the stands.
He was not seeking out his parents, siblings or girlfriend. Rather, he was looking for a 71-year-old former banker from Italy who helped make possible not just that goal but another beauty this month.
Assistant coach Gianni Vio is a specialist in set pieces -- soccer parlance primarily encompassing free kicks and corner kicks but also throw-ins and goal kicks. Because of limited space on the bench, Vio and other members of Gregg Berhalter's staff were relegated to the stands for the 2-0 victory over Bolivia at AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Tex.
With help from Berhalter and assistant B.J. Callaghan, Pulisic, beaming from ear to ear, spotted Vio and extended both arms.
"I just wanted to give him some credit," Pulisic said with a smile.
Hired by the U.S. Soccer Federation last fall, Vio brought with him the experience of working for numerous clubs in Italy and England, including Tottenham Hotspur, AC Milan and Fiorentina. He consulted for D.C. United in 2017 and helped the Italian national team win the European Championship three years ago.
Before entering coaching circles, he worked in the banking industry in his native Venice.
"What he brings is a tremendous amount of experience," Berhalter said. "We just sit and listen to his stories."
On his cellphone, Berhalter said he created a note titled "Wisdom of Gianni."
It comprises "about five different sayings," Berhalter added. "He's hilarious. He's got a ton of experience, got a ton of expertise on set pieces."
The players have taken to Vio, who replaced Lars Knudsen, a Dane hired before the 2022 World Cup.
"He's an important piece of what we're trying to build, and we know how important set pieces can become down the stretch, especially in these tight contests," goalkeeper Matt Turner said.
This week, as the U.S. team prepared to play Panama (0-1-0) on Thursday at Mercedes-Benz Stadium, Vio declined an interview request, saying, "For me, it's about the players."
But Vio's work has spoken volumes.
In a 1-1 draw against Brazil in Orlando on June 12, Pulisic took advantage of movement by teammates in front of the defensive wall. Instead of attempting the difficult task of lifting the free kick over the human barrier, he drove a low shot through a gaping channel.
In Sunday's match, Pulisic played a third-minute corner kick short to Tim Weah before peeling from two approaching defenders. Weah returned the ball to him and, with Gio Reyna running interference in the box, Pulisic whipped a shot over the leaping goalkeeper.
"Just a lot of misdirection and screening and things like that can get you a half-second" to launch a quality shot, Pulisic said.
Vio claims to have devised more than 4,800 variations of set pieces. In 2004, he and sports psychologist Alessandro Tettamanzi co-authored a book, "That Extra 30 Per Cent," which outlines ways to increase productivity through those situations.
The percentage refers to "how much set pieces can improve a team's goal tally," Vio told the Athletic in 2021. "It's like having another striker."
Vio works exclusively with set-piece execution, not defending, which falls to others on the U.S. staff.
He got his first big break in 2007, when Walter Zenga, the legendary Italian goalkeeper-turned-coach, read his book. Coaching in the United Arab Emirates, Zenga arranged for Vio to conduct set-piece clinics. When Zenga moved to Catania in Serie A, Italy's first flight, he hired Vio.
In 2022-23, Vio helped Tottenham improve its set-piece efficiency in the English Premier League.
Berhalter had communicated with Vio before the 2022 World Cup, and following Knudsen's departure, the U.S. coach reconnected with the Italian expert known at home as "Piccolo Mago" -- Little Wizard.
"He's been working with the group, working with a team," Berhalter said, "and really helping us pinpoint where we can be successful in those areas."
Notes: The U.S. team finalized three of four friendlies this fall, starting Sept. 7 against Canada in Kansas City, Kan. The others are Sept. 10 vs. New Zealand in Cincinnati and Oct. 12 vs. Panama in Austin. An additional match in October is close to being finalized. Because most countries around the world are scheduled to compete in official continental competitions, the USSF had few options. ...
The U.S.-Bolivia match averaged 3.165 million viewers on Fox, making it the most-watched non-World Cup match in the network's history. It peaked at 4 million. Among local markets, Washington was second, behind San Diego.
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Pierre-Luc Dubois sees an 'exciting opportunity' with the Capitals
After a disappointing first season in Los Angeles, Pierre-Luc Dubois was traded to the Washington Capitals last week
By Bailey Johnson | 2024-06-27

Pierre-Luc Dubois was traded to the Capitals last week. (Harry How/Getty Images) 


On June 27 of last year, Pierre-Luc Dubois landed an eight-year contract and started to see his long-term future in Los Angeles spool out in front of him. Acquired in a sign-and-trade with Winnipeg, where Dubois spent the previous three years but didn't intend to stay, Dubois was set to be a cornerstone for the Kings for the foreseeable future.
It didn't work out that way. After a disappointing first season in Los Angeles, Dubois was traded to the Washington Capitals last week for goaltender Darcy Kuemper -- two struggling players getting a fresh start in a new organization.
Dubois was on a plane when the trade went down, but once he processed the shock and surprise of his future moving across the country, his feelings quickly turned to excitement about the new opportunity.
"Everything that I heard was everything you want to hear from a coach," Dubois said Wednesday. "The responsibility, the job that you're going to have -- everything like that -- it sounds like it could be a perfect fit. It sounds like everybody is excited, including myself. My job now is to just get ready for training camp, be in the best shape possible and arrive there in the right mind-set, which I know I will."
Washington will be the 26-year-old center's fourth team in five years. Dubois began his career in Columbus but asked for a trade from the Blue Jackets after three seasons. He played two full years in Winnipeg after being traded there in January 2021, but when his contract was ending, he made it known that he would not sign a long-term deal with the Jets, leading to his trade to the Kings.
The trade to the Capitals was not one that Dubois was seeking. He appears to be, a week after the trade, at peace with that.
"Anything like this happens, I think any guy in the league will admit that there is an extra motivation behind it," Dubois said. "You want to do well even more. It's not like extra motivation was necessarily needed, but now that you have it, you can use it to your advantage. I plan on having the same good summer that I was already going to have. Now I've just got to plan a few trips to Washington here and there.
"You could look at it a lot of ways. For me, I choose to look at it that this is an exciting opportunity for me to go to a team that -- talking to management, talking to coaches -- [I'm] really excited to work with. I think in my career it'll be a really good thing."
Inconsistent motivation has been a knock against Dubois during his career; his final shift for the Blue Jackets featured such apparent uninterest that he was benched for the rest of the game and traded two days later. Dubois is no doubt aware that his track record isn't sterling, and though he's still on the front end of his career, he's also entering his eighth year in the NHL this fall.
At his best, Dubois has flirted with being a 30-goal scorer -- his career high is 28 in 81 games -- and can be a physically imposing, two-way center capable of making an impact in all three zones. If he's going to put it all together on a consistent basis, now is the time.
"I still feel very young," Dubois said. "I still feel like I have a lot to learn in this league, and to be able to work with the new coaching staff, that will hopefully help me get to the next level and I'm just really excited. You know, when you get to a new team, there's opportunities to learn stuff about yourself, not only on the ice but off the ice, too. ... I think everybody will be able to help and push me in the right direction."
A fresh start with the Capitals, who made their excitement about Dubois' potential clear when they acquired him -- coupled with the motivation of how things ended in Los Angeles -- may be just the ticket for Dubois to reach his ceiling.
"When I learned about the trade, I was on the plane. The first call when I landed was the GM and, I mean, it was exactly what you want to hear as a player," Dubois said. "How excited they are, how I can help in a lot of ways for this team, just add to the talent that's already here and to the depth of the forward groups. As a player, that's what you want, right? You want to feel like -- you want to feel welcome. You want to feel like you're a part of it.
"I've got to earn a lot of that, but just the conversations that I've had already, everything sounds really great. It's going to be an exciting summer."
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This Nats road trip has been a bit chaotic. Now a big month awaits.
On Friday evening, the Nationals -- still on the road but now back on the East Coast -- will play Game No. 81 against the Tampa Bay Rays. 
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2024-06-27

CJ Abrams and the Nationals will face the Tampa Bay Rays on Friday as a long road trip for Washington shifts to the East Coast. (Gregory Bull/AP) 


Before all this came about, Washington Nationals Manager Dave Martinez sat at a wooden desk in the visitors' clubhouse in Denver and chuckled at the premise of a question. Washington's offense, which had waxed and waned since Opening Day, had a chance to play at Coors Field, the friendliest run environment in baseball. A chance, he was asked, to wake the offense up a bit?
Martinez offered a counter. A year before, the Nationals  had lost to the Colorado Rockies at Coors Field, 1-0. More specifically, he said, this was a weird place. Anything could happen.
In the six days that followed, across two ballparks in Colorado and California, just about anything did. A brief recap:
Friday: Coming off collecting just 14 hits in their entire series against the Arizona Diamondbacks and seeing just 87 pitches in the series finale -- the lowest by the franchise in a nine-inning game since 2013 -- the Nationals put up a season-high 19 hits.
Saturday: The Nationals come back, twice, to provide closer Kyle Finnegan -- who had not blown a save since May 18 -- with a one-run lead. Finnegan then concedes four straight singles and issues a walk-off walk on a pitch clock violation.
Sunday: Washington is no-hit through 51/3 innings against a starter who was just activated from the 60-day injured list. They get a strong performance from Jake Irvin and score two runs in the ninth to win it.
Monday: The Nationals, now in San Diego, trail the Padres, 3-0, after Patrick Corbin -- who has the third-highest ERA among qualified starters -- tosses seven strong innings. They come back to tie it with three RBI on three hits from Joey Meneses, score three runs in the top of the 10th and hand the ball to ever-reliable Hunter Harvey, who allows four runs as the Nationals lose. Jurickson Profar, the hero for the Padres, celebrates next to Washington's dugout.
Tuesday: And the Nationals don't like that. Catcher Keibert Ruiz confronts Profar, a scuffle ensues, Profar is accidentally hit on the next pitch, and Manny Machado then hits a two-run homer. Jesse Winker, who got into a spat with a fan the day before, is booed and  homers. Profar hits a grand slam that clinches it for San Diego.
Wednesday: The most normal game of any on the trip still sees the Nationals get no-hit through 42/3 innings, trail 8-0 on what at the time seemed like a meaningless grand slam conceded by Tanner Rainey, but winds up making all the difference as a five-run ninth inning is sparked by the first hit of Rule 5 draft pick Nasim Nunez's career.
Got it?
On Friday evening, the Nationals -- still on the road but now back in the East -- will play Game No. 81 against the Tampa Bay Rays. By all accounts, they have overachieved, particularly with their pitching, at the porch of the halfway point. In 2022, Game No. 81 meant 23 games under .500 with a -117 run differential. In 2023, it was 15 games under at -61. After Wednesday's loss, they will enter Game No. 81 just four games under the break-even point at -15.
"We just got to forget about the series," Martinez said after Wednesday's loss. "We got a day off in Tampa. Hope the guys enjoy. And let's come ready to play again and have a good weekend."
The Nationals seem to be able to contextualize, as lefty MacKenzie Gore put it after Tuesday's defeat, where they are in the season.
"Yeah, you know, some tough losses the last few days," Gore said. "But look, we're still in a good spot. It is June. We're okay. But we do need to figure out how to win some games here moving forward."
A big month awaits the Nationals. From now until the July 30 trade deadline, they will multitask as they identify how close they truly are to wild-card contention. They'll field calls on players who could presumably contribute to that push and decide which players they might aim to sell off to a contender.
Before this road trip, the Nationals had a track record of responding well amid hectic circumstances. In April, they erased a seven-run deficit, earning their largest road comeback win since 2015. After losing four in a row early in the month, they won eight of nine games. Recently, an in-game spat between Gore and third baseman Nick Senzel was resolved before the contest ended, the Nationals won in a rout and Gore produced one of his best outings of his career.
The messaging has not changed, even amid chaos. When Martinez was asked Tuesday what he's learned about his team during this stretch, he said they don't quit -- a familiar phrase. And before Wednesday's game, Ildemaro Vargas walked by reporters with an assurance.
"Hey, I've got something to say," Vargas said on his way out of the clubhouse. "Everything will be fine."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/06/27/nationals-padres-rockies-road-trip/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



U.S. track is poised to head to Paris with plenty of star power
Sha'Carri Richardson, Noah Lyles among the U.S. track stars lighting way to Paris.
By Adam Kilgore | 2024-06-27

Sha'Carri Richardson celebrates her victory in the 100 meters Saturday night. (Charlie Neibergall/AP)


EUGENE, Ore. -- In the United States, the popularity of individual Olympic sports ebbs and rises depending on the stardom and appeal of the athletes competing. Michael Phelps and Katie Ledecky elevated swimming just as Simone Biles elevated gymnastics. General audiences may like the sport, but they love the stars.
The first half of the U.S. Olympic track and field trials, which resume Thursday after a two-day break, presented the vivid possibility that American track and field is producing its collective version of Phelps and Biles.
Noah Lyles and Sha'Carri Richardson, world champions in the marquee 100 meters, won and maintained their status as favorites to win gold medals in Paris. Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone, the 400-meter hurdles world record holder, will make her trials debut Thursday as an essential lock to make her third Olympic team by 24.
All are the kinds of talent that draw casual fans to screens. Richardson is a magnetic athlete on a redemptive arc. Lyles is an unrestrained showman. McLaughlin-Levrone is the best ever at what she does and promises to do more.
By the time Los Angeles hosts the Olympics in 2028, American track and field may be chocked with a cohort of reigning gold medalists still young enough to be in their competitive prime. Despite Athing Mu's devastating fall Monday denying her a chance to defend her Tokyo gold medal in the 800 meters in Paris, emerging stars such as Grant Holloway in the 110-meter hurdles (who could break the world record Thursday or Friday) and heptathlete Anna Hall, who won at the trials Monday, will have a platform to become household names.
The Los Angeles host committee already has announced the decision to reverse the traditional schedule, moving track and field to the first week of the Games -- when television viewership tends to be higher -- and swimming to the end.
"The world is coming to the LA for the Olympics," LA28 CEO Casey Wasserman said at a news conference here this week. "And track is going to be number one."

Noah Lyles high-fives fans after winning the 100 meters Sunday. (Christian Petersen/Getty Images)


Sunday night's U.S. trials broadcast drew 5.7 million viewers, according to NBC, making it the highest-rated track and field telecast in 12 years. The reason it rated so well: stars. Lyles won the 100 meters, and 16-year-old Quincy Wilson qualified for the 400-meter final. Wilson ultimately finished sixth, but he still could make it to Paris: On his Instagram account Tuesday, Wilson said he would know by Sunday whether he would be named to the relay pool.
Track and field officials, both globally and domestically, are banking on another boost before the Olympics. "Sprint," a Netflix documentary series in the mold of Formula One's "Drive to Survive" and golf's "Full Swing," will debut July 2. The primary stars? Richardson and Lyles.
In America, sprinters have been the most frequent breakthrough stars. For years on the men's side, the presence of Jamaica's Usain Bolt blotted out the sun. With Bolt hogging golds for three quadrennials, the last American man to win the unofficial title of World's Fastest Man at the Olympics was Justin Gatlin in 2004, making this the longest U.S. drought ever.
Lyles's pursuit will be augmented by the frequency with which he competes. Swimmers and gymnasts can transcend their sports at the Olympics because they compete in multiple events. Viewers could expect to see Phelps or Biles almost nightly for stretches. Presuming Lyles makes it to Paris in the 200 and also takes a spot on the 4x100 relay team, he would run in seven races across five days. Richardson is not favored in the 200 and will need a big performance to make the team in that event, but she could execute the same schedule.
In the 400-meter hurdles, McLaughlin-Levrone would run three days, although given her skill and the race's demands, she'll probably give mostly conservative performances in the first two rounds. But she almost certainly will star in the 4x400 relay. It's even reasonable to wonder whether she could receive consideration for the 4x100.

Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone, here waving to the crowd at last year's U.S. championships, will be the heavy favorite in the 400-meter hurdles this weekend. (Ashley Landis/AP)


As athletes have qualified for Paris, discussion surfaced about where the next trials will be held. Many U.S. track and field athletes have soured on Eugene hosting most every major national event, largely because of burdensome travel costs and concern that remaining in one corner of the country limits the sport's ability to attract new fans.
Still, Hayward Field seems to be the safest bet. Wasserman said hosting the trials in Los Angeles ahead of the Olympics "adds a level of complexity to our planning that I'm not sure is best for the athletes." USA Track & Field CEO Max Siegel, who is ultimately responsible for choosing the location, said it would be difficult to find a host city as collaborative and supportive as Eugene.
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A Maryland city and its complicated history with Willie Mays
Mays made his affiliated professional baseball debut in Hagerstown, Md., in 1950, and his experience in the segregated city stayed with him.
By Sapna Bansil | 2024-06-27

The Hagerstown Flying Boxcars held a moment of silence to honor Willie Mays before their Atlantic League game this week against the Southern Maryland Blue Crabs. (Sapna Bansil/The Washington Post) 


HAGERSTOWN, Md. -- On June 23, 1950, a 19-year-old Negro Leagues standout named Willie Mays skipped his high school prom and boarded a train for Maryland. The next day, in the former slave-trading stronghold of Hagerstown, Mays would make his debut in affiliated professional baseball. He batted sixth and played center field for the visiting Trenton Giants, the first of nearly 3,000 times he would patrol center field in a Giants uniform.
Three years after Jackie Robinson integrated Major League Baseball, Mays became the first Black player to appear in the Class B Interstate League, four levels below the majors. But much of the country remained entrenched in Jim Crow laws and mentalities. Throughout the Giants' weekend series at Municipal Stadium against the Hagerstown Braves, Mays stayed in a separate hotel away from his White teammates and endured racial epithets from fans.
"It didn't take me long to realize that Hagerstown was the only city in our league below the Mason-Dixon Line," Mays wrote in his 1988 autobiography, "Say Hey." "When I walked onto the field for the first time, I heard someone shout, 'Who's that n----- walking on the field?' But I didn't let it bother me."
Seventy-four years ago this month, an enduring connection was forged between arguably the greatest baseball player of all time and a small city 70 miles northwest of D.C. Mays, who died last week at 93, never forgot Hagerstown, both for its role in launching his Giants career and for the way it treated him. Over subsequent decades, he recounted his experiences there in books, documentaries, interviews and even his 1979 Hall of Fame induction speech.
The city did not forget Mays, either. Though he never played for a local team, multiple iterations of Hagerstown's baseball franchises have had Mays's No. 24 jersey retired since 2004.
The most recent of those franchises is the Hagerstown Flying Boxcars, an expansion team in the independent Atlantic League that plays in a ballpark a mile from where Mays took the field. On Tuesday, in their first home game since Mays died, the Flying Boxcars presented a video tribute and held a moment of silence in his honor.
"He's probably one of the top five greatest players of all time, so it's always been a source of pride in our community that Willie Mays played his first game in Hagerstown Municipal Stadium," Flying Boxcars General Manager David Blenckstone said. "He's always held a special historical place in the history of minor league baseball in Hagerstown."
But to some, Mays's experience in Hagerstown remains an overlooked aspect of the city's history. The hotel in the redlined Jonathan Street neighborhood where Mays once stayed is now a church parking lot. Municipal Stadium was demolished in 2022. Meritus Park, a new downtown stadium that opened last month, does not yet feature any permanent tributes to Mays.
Tekesha Martinez, who is serving as Hagerstown's first Black mayor, said Mays's history with the city is "not well celebrated, told [or] known within Hagerstown or our county."
"All I know is bits and pieces of the story," Martinez said. "Had I known there was someone like Willie Mays that walked on Jonathan Street, that played in our city ... I would have felt more proud about being from Hagerstown as a Black woman."
Mays grew up in Jim Crow Alabama, yet the racism and segregation he encountered in Hagerstown left a lasting impression. When he played in nearby D.C. and Baltimore, there were no restrictions on where he was allowed to stay. "But here in Hagerstown, located midway between those cities, I couldn't stay with the rest of the team," he wrote in his autobiography.

During Willie Mays's visit to Hagerstown in 1950, he stayed away from his teammates in the segregated and redlined Jonathan Street neighborhood. "It was the first time I had been off by myself somewhere," Mays wrote in his 1988 autobiography. (Sapna Bansil/TWP)



A plaque on Jonathan Street marks the former location of the Harmon Hotel. Willie Mays's stay there is highlighted on the plaque. (Sapna Bansil/TWP)


The Giants made attempts to support Mays. A group of White teammates sneaked into his room at the Harmon Hotel and slept on the floor to keep him company. His manager, Chick Genovese, ate with him at the city's segregated restaurants.
Still, his stint with the Giants was Mays's first experience as the only Black player on his team. When Mays played in the Negro Leagues with the Birmingham Black Barons, he and his teammates confronted racism together. In Hagerstown, he went through it alone.
"It was the first time I had been off by myself somewhere, for even when I was on the road with the Barons in a segregated situation, at least all of us were segregated at the same time in the same place," Mays wrote.
The legacy of Mays's experience in Hagerstown lingered not just for the baseball star but for the city. In 2004, the Hagerstown Suns, the city's since-defunct minor league franchise, invited Mays to return. When he accepted, it became an opportunity -- 54 years later -- for Hagerstown to make amends.
"I thought it was important for the community to have that moment -- a second chance with Willie Mays, as it were," said Kurt Landes, the former Suns general manager who organized Mays's visit. "Certainly everyone was aware that his first time in the community wasn't received positively. ... So this was a chance for the community to be excited to host him again [and] excited to have an opportunity to redeem themselves. Everyone felt it was a little bit of a homecoming."
On Aug. 9, 2004, a 73-year-old Mays was the guest of honor in a city that once jeered him. He filled the ballroom of a downtown hotel, where according to an account in the Hagerstown Herald-Mail, some attendees paid as much as $1,000 for an autograph and a private meet-and-greet. As Landes introduced him to thunderous applause, Mays began to cry.

Willie Mays was presented a jersey at Municipal Stadium during a 2004 visit to Hagerstown. (Ric Dugan/AP/Herald-Mail)


Later that day, Mays returned to Municipal Stadium, ahead of a game between the Suns and the Asheville Tourists. He met with players, threw out the ceremonial first pitch and received a standing ovation.
"He returned under much different circumstances than when he was here in 1950," said Dan Spedden, a longtime Hagerstown baseball fan who attended the ceremonies. "He was very gracious about it. ... He covered it well in his book, the way he was treated here in 1950, but when he came back in '04, I didn't see any of that animosity or anything. He was just happy to be here and happy that he was so well received."
While many fans left that day with autographed memorabilia, Landes held on to a unique memento. After learning that Mays loved homemade chili, Landes and his wife filled a slow cooker with the family's recipe and brought it to the ballpark. Mays enjoyed three heaping bowls, and Landes kept Mays's spoon as a souvenir.
"I put it in a frame, and it was in my basement," said Landes, the president and general manager of the Class AAA Lehigh Valley IronPigs. "And then my wife and I, whenever we made chili from there on, we called it Willie Chili."
Shortly before Mays's visit, then-mayor William Breichner announced that the city would rededicate a street that ran along Municipal Stadium in Mays's honor. But nine months later, the city council voted to preserve the old name, East Memorial Boulevard, after a group of veterans argued the street should stand as a commemoration of their service.
Some saw the incident as a reemergence of Hagerstown's past.
"Willie Mays is a veteran," said Spedden, who is president of the Hagerstown/Washington County Convention and Visitors Bureau. "Maybe the stain of that segregation has not exactly faded away. There's still some of it lingering in a lot of people, and it came out in a way that I was appalled by and embarrassed by."
A few years before he died, Mays said he had reconciled his history with Hagerstown.
"They wanted to try making up for the sadness I felt all those years earlier," Mays wrote in a 2020 follow-up memoir, "24." "The way I figured it, I couldn't hold it against the whole town. I wasn't hurt by the town in 1950. I was hurt by the people. It was good that I went back."
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Zhou Guanyu is huge for F1 in China. But he's fighting to keep his job.
China's first and only Formula One Driver is a marketable star, but there are several drivers vying to take his seat.
By Roman Stubbs | 2024-06-27
The 14th driver to cross the finish line at the Chinese Grand Prix in April stopped his car in the middle of the track. Zhou Guanyu could hear his name chanted in the grandstands he once haunted as a boy, and his knees buckled as he climbed out of the cockpit. The cheers grew louder for China's first and only Formula One driver, who had just competed in his first home race and -- despite finishing near the back of the field -- earned a hero's welcome home. He covered the tears on his cheeks with his hands.
The event in Shanghai, where Zhou was born, had not been held in five years because of the coronavirus pandemic. Its return signaled F1's renewed plans to grow in China, and in the days before the race, Zhou trumpeted the potential of the sport in his hometown, which will hold the second race on the schedule in 2025.
But Zhou could not say for sure whether he would race there in a year's time -- or even beyond. Zhou is a marketable face for the sport in China, already worth millions in sponsorship dollars and an inspiration for a new generation of young drivers there -- yet his own career in F1 faces an uncertain future.
Zhou has never won an F1 race. He has not made a podium in three years on the grid. His contract with Sauber expires after this season, and it remains unclear if the Swiss team will re-sign the 25-year-old. While he has been publicly vocal about performance issues with his car, veteran and up-and-coming drivers alike are vying for his seat. His camp has been in contact with other teams about a potential seat in 2025, which probably will be affected by movement from other free agent drivers and how Zhou -- who has earned no points through 10 races in 2024 -- performs over the final stretch of this season.
"I feel like there should be a spot for me in the future on this grid," he said. "But I just don't know where."

Zhou Guanyu is the only Chinese driver in Formula One at a time when the sport is pushing for growth in China.  (Peter Fox/Getty Images)



Zhou, who drives for Sauber, has not won a race or made a podium during his three years on the grid, and with his contract running out after this season, his status with the team and in the sport is uncertain (Rudy Carezzevoli/Getty Images)


Even with his career at a crossroads, Zhou has not walled himself off from the noise. He said he doesn't mind the conversation or hearing people's opinions on social media. "If you're strong enough, you can practice that confidence in yourself," said Zhou, adding that it is exactly what he did after he secured a seat with Alfa Romeo in 2021, when he constantly heard fans doubt whether he deserved it or had just earned the spot because of money.
The road to that point had been more nuanced than that. His family moved with him from China to Sheffield, United Kingdom, when he was just 12 years old to chase a career in racing. Zhou didn't know any English, let alone how to drive competitively. He struggled to communicate with other team members at first. For nearly a decade, he toiled in the minor leagues in Europe -- from karting to F4 to F3 to F2 -- and often yearned for home. "I loved this sport. But honestly, I didn't feel like it loved me back," he once wrote, reflecting on a childhood that had placed him in the cutthroat world of competing against other kids with F1 dreams.
"Being Chinese, moving to a totally different country, a different mentality, made him grow up faster," said Rene Rosin, the team principal for Prema, a talent factory in Italy where Zhou raced in F4 as a teen. "It's quite difficult, but he's opened up a path for quite a few drivers from China now that are doing the same, moving into Italy or Europe and progressing in this opportunity."
There are no Chinese drivers in the F2 or F3 feeder series, but Rosin said his team could have multiple Chinese drivers next season. And there are nearly a dozen Chinese drivers in the global karting pipeline, a direct result of Zhou's influence, according to Mia Sharizman, who helped develop Zhou "as a once-in-a-generation project" in F2 as the former Alpine Academy director.
"These are kids that are 12, 13 years old, that all want to be him," Sharizman said. "I told him, at the end of the day, your legacy is to make these kids believe. ... They may all not get there, the next generation. Maybe one will, in 20 years' time."
Zhou had attended the first F1 race in Shanghai when he was 6 years old in 2004, and towering posters of his face were plastered on the grandstands when he raced there in April. A documentary about his life called "The First One" was released in theaters there the week of the race. Tickets sold out well before the weekend. He wore a helmet emblazoned with a map of the city's subway system and met with sponsors. He mostly celebrated with his family, who had sacrificed everything to get him there.

Zhou poses for pictures before the Formula One race in April in China. The race was a homecoming for Zhou, who watched races at the track in Shanghai while growing up. (Greg Baker/AFP via Getty Images)



Chinese fans' support of Zhou Guanyu was unwavering at the F1 Grand Prix in April in Shanghai. They chanted his name after he finished 14th in the race, near the back of the field, eliciting a tearful response from the driver. (Lintao Zhang/Getty Images)



Fans of Zhou Guanyu show their support before the start of the F1 Grand Prix of China at Shanghai International Circuit on April 21, 2024. (Lintao Zhang/Getty Images)


"It was very special and emotional," he said. "For them it was good, too, to have your kid you went so far away from home for, trying to reach this dream."
Since finishing the race in Shanghai, he has only felt the pressure of rivals chasing after his seat at Sauber, a position now only more coveted given Audi's investment in the team for the 2026 season.
At the Canadian Grand Prix in June, his frustration bubbled over. He hit a barrier during the first practice round and slammed into a wall during the second. "I have no idea what's happening with the car. The car is so strange, man," he told his crew over the radio before walking back to the team's hospitality tent with his helmet on. Before the race in Barcelona, his team switched back to a chassis used earlier in the year in hopes of curing its issues; Zhou finished 13th.
At times, it has felt just as grueling off the track; week after week, Zhou is faced with fresh questions about his future. Some have wondered, after more than a decade of climbing through the lower rungs of the sport and into this position, whether he would be willing to take a year off and serve as a reserve for a team. He might not have a choice.
"I don't want to be the reserve. I don't want to take a year off," he said. "In Formula One, when you take a year off, it's difficult to come back."

Zhou has struggled to find success during his time on the Formula One grid. His contract is up after this season, and he said he does want to serve as a backup driver.  (Alejandro Garcia/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)
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Wizards select Alex Sarr, trade Deni Avdija on eventful draft night
The Wizards added Alex Sarr, Bub Carrington and Kyshawn George in the first round of the draft Wednesday night.
By Ava Wallace | 2024-06-27

Deni Avdija is coming off a breakout season, averaging career highs in points, rebounds and field goal percentage. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


When it came time for the Washington Wizards to make the second selection in the NBA draft Wednesday night, they went with the expected choice and opted for 19-year-old Frenchman Alex Sarr, the versatile, 7-foot big man with the highest developmental ceiling in this year's class of prospects.
But the Wizards already had made clear they wouldn't be sitting back and settling in for a routine night. Shortly before the draft began, they agreed to trade forward Deni Avdija to the Portland Trail Blazers for guard Malcolm Brogdon, the 14th pick Wednesday, a first-round pick in the 2029 draft and two second-round picks, according to two people with knowledge of the transaction. They selected Baltimore native Bub Carrington, an 18-year-old guard who spent his freshman year at Pittsburgh, at No. 14, then cemented their status as the most active team of the first round by swapping picks with the New York Knicks.
Washington traded up from No. 26 to select forward Kyshawn George out of Miami with the No. 24 pick. The Wizards also sent the 51st pick, their only selection in Thursday's second round, to New York. Never mind the middling reputation this draft class had earned for its lack of star power -- General Manager Will Dawkins made clear his priority is to get talent in the door.
"We'll always be aggressive. We'll always try to be strategic, and when you have time to prepare, you kind of identify your players and the people you want to go get and do your best to go get them," Dawkins said. "Sometimes it works out -- it takes two to tango -- but we try to identify people first, try to identify talent, and if we can get them, we're going to get them. I think you've seen the last two years that we're willing to move and go get who we want to get."
ESPN was first to report the Avdija trade, which is in line with the Wizards' big-picture goals as they enter the second year of a rebuild: look to gather trade capital and set themselves up to acquire high lottery picks in coming drafts. There is plenty of talent in the 2024 draft class, but no one as tantalizing as Cooper Flagg, next year's projected No. 1 pick who is slated to attend Duke for the upcoming college season.
In the meantime, Sarr -- the second Frenchman taken in Wednesday's first round after Atlanta took Zaccharie Risacher first and the second Frenchman the Wizards have added in as many years after 2023 first-round pick Bilal Coulibaly -- is an excellent fit who is eager to play in D.C. A fluid big man with an all-around game, he is a talented shot-blocker with the ability to shoot from the perimeter and a maturity that comes from playing in Australia's National Basketball League. He averaged 9.7 points, 4.4 rebounds and 1.3 blocks in 17.2 minutes per game for Perth, which had the NBL's second-best record.
"When we talk, he knows that he's probably going to be a defensive player first, and that's the approach I think you see when you go watch him in the strong, more professional league, playing the center spot in the physical league over there in Australia," Dawkins said. "If you watch those playoff games, he had meaningful minutes off the bench. And it was energy, it was talking, something that young players don't do. Defensively calling things out. You go watch him in practice, you go watch him in shoot-around, and the professionalism sticks out."
Sarr will benefit not only from that experience but also from knowledge passed down through his family. His father, Massar, played professionally in France, and his older brother, Olivier, has spent the past three seasons with the Oklahoma City Thunder. It was in the Thunder's gym, working out with his brother, where Sarr met Dawkins, who came to Washington from Oklahoma City last summer.
Between the Wizards' need for a center after trading Daniel Gafford this past season and Sarr's relationship with Dawkins, Washington looked like a golden opportunity. Sarr said on a conference call Wednesday that the Wizards were the only team he worked out for ahead of the draft. He spent the other two months of his preparation working out in Santa Barbara, Calif.
"I think it's a really interesting team," Sarr said. "They're really young right now, they're rebuilding, they're really trending in the right direction, and I think it's exciting for any player to be a part of this."
The Wizards loaded up on offense with their other two picks. Carrington boasts an impressive midrange jumper and a creative playmaking eye. The teenager -- who attended Baltimore's St. Frances Academy, which also produced WNBA rookie star Angel Reese -- averaged 13.8 points, 5.2 rebounds and 4.1 assists during his lone season at Pittsburgh. George, 20, is another 6-7 wing who shot 40.8 percent from three-point range during his freshman year at Miami.
The new Wizards bring down the average age of the roster so much that Washington's locker room might start feeling more like a sophomore-year seminar, exactly as the front office wants. Youth means one thing -- flexibility. Especially for Sarr, whose versatility and sky-high potential set him apart, which should provide the Wizards options far down the line. If he develops into a star, Sarr could shine in Washington for the long term. Or he could eventually help Washington acquire a championship-caliber superstar.
The impending arrivals of Sarr, Carrington and George could help soothe the sting of Avdija's departure.
The Israel native had as close to a breakout season as one could have while playing for the second-worst team in the NBA, and he endeared himself to Wizards fans in the four years since the organization drafted him ninth overall in 2020.
He averaged a career-high 14.7 points and 7.2 rebounds while shooting 50.6 percent from the field as the Wizards finished with a 15-67 record. And while still only 23, he became a locker room linchpin with his earnestness and sense of humor.
In Brogdon, the Wizards take on a 31-year-old guard entering the final year of a contract in which he is owed $22.5 million. A former standout at Virginia taken in the second round of the 2016 draft, Brogdon averaged 15.7 points while shooting 44 percent from the field and 41.2 percent from beyond the arc in 28.7 minutes across 39 games for the Trail Blazers.
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French teenagers Zaccharie Risacher, Alex Sarr go 1-2 in NBA draft
The Hawks, lottery winners after having just a 3 percent chance at the top pick, take the 19-year-old forward Risacher. The Wizards roll with the center Sarr.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-06-27

Zaccharie Risacher hugs Alex Sarr at the NBA draft Wednesday in New York. The Frenchmen were selected No. 1 and No. 2 by the Atlanta Hawks and Washington Wizards, respectively. (Sarah Stier/Getty Images)


NEW YORK -- Six years after Zaccharie Risacher and Alex Sarr first competed against each other in youth tournaments, the French teenagers were selected first and second in the NBA draft Wednesday night at Barclays Center.
The Atlanta Hawks, who landed the No. 1 pick after having just a 3 percent chance to win the lottery, selected Risacher, a 19-year-old forward who spent last season playing for JL Bourg in France's top professional league. Minutes later, the Washington Wizards selected Sarr, a 19-year-old center who last played for Perth in Australia's National Basketball League. The Charlotte Hornets grabbed Tidjane Salaun, another French forward, with the No. 6 pick.
The selections, which began arguably the most wide-open draft of the past decade, followed the San Antonio Spurs' choice of French center Victor Wembanyama with the No. 1 pick last year. Wembanyama and Risacher are the first players from the same country outside North America to be selected first in back-to-back drafts. Sarr stood up to offer Risacher a congratulatory handshake and a hug once NBA Commissioner Adam Silver announced the first pick.
"It just shows the amount of talent we have in France," Sarr said. "I'm excited for Zach. I was really happy for him. [Being picked second] is really special. Any pick you get picked, the team is taking a chance on me. I'm blessed for that. I won't take it for granted. I'll play with effort and impact winning."
The Hawks selected first for the first time since 1975. Risacher, a 6-foot-9 scoring-minded forward who was honored as the French league's top young prospect last season, averaged 10.1 points and 3.8 rebounds while shooting 35.2 percent on three-pointers for JL Bourg, which posted a 25-9 record.
"I've known Tidjane and Alex for a long time," Risacher said. "We grew up playing against each other. That's amazing for our country. That's amazing for us, first of all. Just to be able to realize our dream together is special. I feel like French players are going to take some inspiration, and that's going to be better and better for us."
Atlanta finished 10th in the Eastern Conference with a 36-46 record but lost in the play-in tournament, prompting trade rumors around star guards Trae Young and Dejounte Murray. Risacher described himself as a "versatile player" who can "fit easily" into a Hawks roster that could be in transition.
"I can't wait to figure out what is going to be my role or my goals," Risacher said. "I don't know yet, but I know that I can do a lot of things -- defend multiple positions, grabbing some rebounds, finishing strong, being aggressive, shooting threes obviously."
The Wizards made Sarr their highest pick since selecting John Wall with the No. 1 choice in 2010. Sarr, a versatile defender who stands 7-foot, averaged 9.7 points, 4.4 rebounds and 1.3 blocks for Perth, which had the NBL's second-best record.
As Sarr was whisked through various media obligations, dressed in a cream suit with a matching Wizards hat, he met team owner Ted Leonsis for a brief meet-and-greet in a curtained hallway.
Sarr, whose globe-trotting basketball journey took him from Spain and the Overtime Elite developmental program in Atlanta before he landed in Australia, said he watched a lot of the Wizards' games last season and enjoyed their style of play despite their 15-67 record.
"I'm really excited to be part of the Wizards," Sarr said. "I really like the roster. We can be a good team next year. They played really fast. They're one of the fastest teams. There's a lot of versatile guys on the roster, like Bilal [Coulibaly], who can switch on everybody, or a lot of guys who can grab the rebound and push it. That's the brand of basketball I like."
While Sarr made headlines by declining to work out for the Hawks, he said Wednesday that his recent workout with the Wizards went well and that he enjoyed his first visit to Washington, which lasted three days. Wizards General Manager Will Dawkins took Sarr on a tour of the city's landmarks, including the Washington Monument, the Capitol and the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial.
"My workout went well," Sarr said. "It was tough. They make you go through it because they want to see how you're going to react to everything. I did a great job. I shot the ball well, and now I'm here."
The Houston Rockets selected Kentucky guard Reed Sheppard at No. 3, the San Antonio Spurs took Connecticut guard Stephon Castle at No. 4, and the Detroit Pistons rounded out the top five by adding G League Ignite forward Ron Holland.
The rest of the lottery played out like this: Salaun to the Charlotte Hornets at No. 6; Connecticut center Donovan Clingan to the Portland Trail Blazers at No. 7; Kentucky guard Rob Dillingham to the San Antonio Spurs at No. 8; Purdue center Zach Edey to the Memphis Grizzlies at No. 9; Colorado forward Cody Williams to the Utah Jazz at No. 10; G League Ignite forward Matas Buzelis to the Chicago Bulls at No. 11; Serbian guard Nikola Topic to the Oklahoma City Thunder at No. 12; Providence guard Devin Carter to the Sacramento Kings at No. 13; and Pittsburgh guard Bub Carrington to the Portland Trail Blazers at No. 14.
The Spurs reportedly will trade Dillingham to the Minnesota Timberwolves for future picks. The Wizards will acquire Carrington and guard Malcolm Brogdon from the Blazers for forward Deni Avdija.
Without a generational headliner such as Wembanyama to inspire buzz, this year's draft was a lower-key affair. A few dozen reporters interviewed projected lottery picks at a midtown Manhattan hotel at media day Tuesday, and there were plenty of empty seats in the arena for Wednesday's first round. On the eve of the draft, the Brooklyn Nets' agreement to trade forward Mikal Bridges to the New York Knicks overshadowed the annual festivities.
For the first time, the NBA chose to split its two-round draft across two days, with the made-for-television second round unfolding Thursday afternoon at an ESPN facility near the Brooklyn Bridge. To avoid a conflict with the scheduled debate between President Biden and former president Donald Trump, the second-round draft broadcast was moved up to 4 p.m.
Silver opened Wednesday's proceedings by saluting Hall of Famers Jerry West and Bill Walton, who both died over the past month, and acknowledging the Boston Celtics for winning their first championship since 2008. The crowd booed loudly whenever the Celtics were mentioned and cheered when Bronny James, the draft-eligible son of Los Angeles Lakers star LeBron James, was shown on the big screen. The younger James was not selected in the opening round.
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Olympic gymnastics trials: How to watch Simone Biles, Sunisa Lee compete
The past Olympic women's all-around gold medalists will be among the men and women trying to make Team USA for the Paris Games.
By Emily Giambalvo | 2024-06-27

Simone Biles is the prohibitive favorite to finish on top in the all-around at the U.S. Olympic trials. (Tim Nwachukwu/Getty Images)


Simone Biles is the most decorated gymnast in history and the reigning world all-around champion, but she has not officially clinched a spot on the U.S. team for the Paris Olympics. Biles will headline the field of the country's top gymnasts at the Olympic trials, her final step in earning a trip to her third Olympics.
Five men and five women will represent the United States in artistic gymnastics in Paris, and the selection committees will announce those gymnasts at the conclusion of the competitions in Minneapolis -- Saturday evening for the men, Sunday night for the women.
Entering this meet, no athletes have guaranteed spots, though Biles is nearly certain to be included as long as she's healthy. She is joined by a talented pool of women, including three other Tokyo Olympians and several more contenders with experience at the world championships. The U.S. men's team is coming off a strong performance at last fall's world championships, highlighted by a bronze medal in the team competition.
The trials will be held June 27-30. The men compete June 27 and 29, and the women compete June 28 and 30.
The trials will be held in Minneapolis at Target Center, home of the city's NBA and WNBA teams.
(All times Eastern)
Thursday, June 27: Men's Day 1, 6:30 p.m.
Friday, June 28: Women's Day 1, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 29: Men's Day 2, 3 p.m.
Sunday, June 30: Women's Day 2, 8 p.m.
Both days of the women's competition, as well as the second day of the men's competition, will air live on NBC and its streaming service, Peacock. The first day of the men's competition will be broadcast live on USA Network and Peacock. For both days of the women's competition, coverage begins on Peacock 30 minutes before the NBC broadcast starts.
Five men and five women will compete in artistic gymnastics at the Olympics. This is different from the most recent Olympics. In Tokyo, gymnastics teams included just four members, but up to two additional athletes per country could compete as individuals.
The top all-around finisher in the women's competition at the trials automatically earns a spot on the Olympic team. The other four members of the team will be chosen based on discretionary criteria, which includes each gymnast's recent results, difficulty values, execution scores and consistency, as well the team's overall strengths and needs.
At the trials three years ago, the top four all-around finishers were named to the Olympic team, even though a slightly different combination would have increased the country's scoring potential based on the scores earned at the trials. Tom Forster, the high performance director at the time, said, "As a committee, we just didn't feel it was worth changing the integrity of the process simply for a couple of tenths."
Other recent Olympic teams have not been chosen solely by all-around results at the trials. Instead, the past selection committees assembled teams based on individual strengths that maximized the team score. Because three gymnasts perform on each apparatus in the team final, an athlete does not have to be excellent across the board to be an asset.
Chellsie Memmel, the technical lead of the high performance staff, said recently the team competition is "our first priority" while noting the team final format. How the committee decides to choose the team this year will not be clear until the names are announced.
On the men's side, the top all-around finisher at the trials automatically earns a spot on the team as long as he finishes in the top three on at least three apparatuses. From there, a data-driven approach is used to determine the team.
The committee will analyze the team totals that different combinations of athletes would earn based on their scores from the national championships and the Olympic trials. The results of the analysis will drive the selection of the team, but additional discretionary criteria may be considered if necessary.
The men and women will perform on each apparatus twice. The final results are determined by cumulative all-around scores from both days of the competition. The Olympic teams will be named shortly after the second day of the meet -- Saturday evening for the men, Sunday night for the women.
Gymnasts receive difficulty and execution scores for each routine. The difficulty score starts from zero and goes up. It reflects the value of the skills, connections and composition requirements in a routine. Complex routines earn higher difficulty scores and therefore increase a gymnast's maximum mark.
The execution score starts from 10 and goes down. Gymnasts are penalized for mistakes such as falls, bent knees and steps on landings. Occasionally, gymnasts incur neutral deductions for errors such as stepping out of bounds or exceeding the time limit for a routine. Those deductions are listed separately on the score sheet.
This open-ended scoring method replaced the Perfect 10 system in 2006.
Yes. Biles has not yet earned a spot on the Olympic team, but she is the favorite to clinch an automatic spot with a top finish in the all-around at the trials. She enters the competition after winning her ninth national all-around title.
Simone Biles is the star in the women's competition, but just behind her Shilese Jones is a two-time all-around medalist at the world championships and is nearly a lock to make the Olympic team. However, Jones has been dealing with a shoulder injury that forced her to withdraw from nationals. The trials will be an important meet for Jones to prove she is healthy enough to compete in Paris.
Sunisa Lee, the reigning Olympic all-around champion, has had an impressive season after struggling through 2023 as she dealt with kidney-related health issues. She has routines on bars and beam that will let her contend for Olympic medals and would provide a significant boost to the U.S. team. Other gymnasts in the mix to earn spots on the team include Tokyo Olympians Jade Carey and Jordan Chiles.
On the men's side, Brody Malone is back after suffering a brutal knee injury in March 2023. He won the national all-around title with his steady performance at the national championships, adding to the optimism around the U.S. team's medal hopes in Paris. He placed 10th in the all-around in Tokyo, and he was the high bar world champion in 2022.
Fred Richard won the all-around bronze medal at the world championships last fall, and Khoi Young won silver on pommel horse and vault. Richard and Young probably will make the team for Paris. Yul Moldauer, a member of the Tokyo team, placed fourth in the all-around at nationals and could earn a trip to his second Olympics.
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For Nats, it's a case of Cease and desist as Padres complete sweep
Dylan Cease delivers seven dominant innings and the Nationals' late rally is too little, too late as the Padres finish off a sweep.
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2024-06-27

Joey Meneses scores during the Nationals' five-run ninth inning in San Diego. (Gregory Bull/AP)


SAN DIEGO -- Entering the ninth inning Wednesday afternoon and on their way to an 8-5 loss, the Washington Nationals looked as if they were tracking toward another nadir against the San Diego Padres. They weren't walked off, as had happened twice in the previous four days. They weren't involved in a scuffle, nor did they yield a grand slam to the player at the center of that scuffle, as was the case in Tuesday night's defeat.
But they had just one hit and no runs through eight innings, with the first seven of those coming against Padres ace Dylan Cease. And though they surged late, ignited by Nasim Nunez's first major league hit, to score five runs in the final inning against the Padres' low-leverage relievers, the larger picture was another game of lifeless offense.
Once again, they were diced up with breaking balls. For the fourth time this season, they were on the wrong side of a sweep.
Those struggles, in part, could be explained by the mastery of Cease, who looked every bit the pitcher who finished second in American League Cy Young Award voting for the White Sox in 2022. The right-hander threw seven dominant frames, striking out nine. The Nationals, as teams know by now, handle velocity just fine. Fastballs, sinkers and cutters haven't been a problem. Breaking balls are the problem; the Nationals hit just .210 against them.
Cease allowed just one hit, a soft line drive single by Nick Senzel in the fifth inning. That came on a 98-mph heater.
"Cease was really, really good. Our guys couldn't pick up the slider," Manager Dave Martinez said. "It was sharp, really sharp today. We've seen him before: When he's on, he's on."
The Nationals (38-42) still have one of the lowest barrel rates in MLB. Their hitters can't seem to get hot at the same time. In June, CJ Abrams, Lane Thomas and Jesse Winker have a collective OPS of .961. The rest of Washington's everyday players who have played at least 15 games this month have a combined OPS of .568.
Repeatedly, Nationals hitters looked up at the scoreboard, trying to figure out what went wrong against the Padres (44-41). They didn't find a solution until the ninth.
"All of us are just trying to prove our worth, if that makes sense, and take those last at-bats serious," Thomas said. "We at least got within striking distance; a couple more hits and we're right back in it."
Martinez tried a couple of new wrinkles to get the Nationals going. He put Harold Ramirez in the starting lineup for the first time since he was recalled from Class AAA Rochester at the start of the series, hitting in place of Eddie Rosario, who owns a .447 OPS in June. He went 1 for 4. He also used catcher Drew Millas, who has posted an OPS more than 100 points higher than regular starter Keibert Ruiz this month. He went 0 for 3.
In the ninth, he swapped out Abrams for Nunez. Martinez didn't tell the rookie, a Rule 5 pick, that he was hitting until Abrams was supposed to be on deck. In a hurry, he asked for Abrams's batting gloves, which he credited for the hit. He then slapped a pitch the other way as players in the dugout jumped up and down and called for the ball.
"It was like, man, finally, found a hole it went through," Nunez said. "[First base coach Gerardo Parra] asked me if I was happy. I was like, 'Yeah, but it's kind of tough when we're getting blown out like that.' [The gloves] gave me some superpowers. That man can hit. So he passed along whatever he had left in the tank."
Doubles from Thomas and Luis Garcia Jr. each scored two runs and Ramirez added the final RBI single.
Five runs is often enough, but the Nationals' pitching also faltered. Rookie left-hander DJ Herz failed to get through four innings for his second straight start. The big blow was a thunderous two-run homer from Kyle Higashioka in the second. Jurickson Profar also delivered an RBI single, and a wild pitch also brought in a run. In all, Herz was charged with four runs on six hits in 31/3 innings, raising his ERA to 5.48.
The lefty has shown flashes of excellence since arriving in the majors June 4, including a 13-strikeout game against the Miami Marlins on June 15.
Tanner Rainey allowed a two-out grand slam to Higashioka in the eighth, a blast that seemed meaningless at the time but ultimately proved decisive after the visitors' ninth-inning rally.
Note: Martinez said righty Josiah Gray (flexor strain) will make one or two more rehab starts with Class AAA Rochester. He has been out since early April.
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Alex Morgan left off USWNT's 2024 Paris Olympic roster in seismic decision
Morgan, who turns 35 in July, co-captained the 2023 World Cup squad in New Zealand and Australia, but her production has fallen significantly in recent years.
By Steven Goff | 2024-06-26

Alex Morgan, who will turn 35 on July 2, is fifth on the U.S. career scoring list with 123 goals in 224 appearances. (Elsa/Getty Images) 


Alex Morgan, who for years has been a centerpiece of U.S. women's soccer excellence and is one of the program's greatest scorers, was left off the Olympic roster Wednesday by new coach Emma Hayes.
The seismic decision comes amid a generational shift for the program following the retirements of Megan Rapinoe and Julie Ertz last fall and an influx of young players the past year.
Morgan, who will turn 35 on July 2, is fifth on the U.S. career scoring list with 123 goals in 224 appearances. She has played in four World Cups and three Olympics, and she co-captained the 2023 World Cup squad in New Zealand and Australia.
But her production has fallen significantly in recent years, and with only 16 non-goalkeepers permitted at the Olympics, Hayes opted for players in better form and offering greater positional versatility. Morgan was not among the four roster alternates, either.
"It was a tough decision, of course, especially considering Alex's history and record with this team," Hayes said. "But I felt I wanted to go in another direction."

Emma Hayes addressed her roster decisions Wednesday. (David Zalubowski/AP)


That direction was younger. Hayes's forward selections were Sophia Smith, Trinity Rodman and Jaedyn Shaw, whose average age is just over 21; Mallory Swanson, 26, who is performing at a high level again after missing the World Cup last year with a knee injury; and Crystal Dunn, 31, the team's longtime left back whose roots are in attacking soccer.
Contributing to Hayes's decision was that Morgan is solely a striker. Smith, Swanson and Rodman are wings who are adept in the middle. Additionally, Catarina Macario, who is listed as a midfielder, is also experienced at striker. Lynn Williams, a winger, is the alternate on the front line.
Hayes cited the roster size -- five fewer players than the World Cup -- and condensed schedule, saying that "having a roster that could adapt is essential."
The first sign Morgan might not be in Hayes's long-term plans came in February, when she was left off the Concacaf W Gold Cup roster. She was added to the squad after striker Mia Fishel tore an ACL in training camp.
Hayes was hired by the U.S. Soccer Federation late last year to revamp a program that has remained among the best in the world but has seen countries such as world champion Spain and European champion England surpass the United States.
At No. 5, the U.S. team is at its lowest place in the FIFA rankings in program history. The four-time gold medalists have not won the Olympic title since 2012. Since then, they have lost to Sweden in the 2016 quarterfinals and Canada in the 2021 semifinals.
The World Cup round-of-16 defeat to Sweden last year was the program's worst performance at a major tournament in its storied history.
"There's no denying the history of this program ... but the realities are it's going to take a lot of work for us to get to that top level again," Hayes said.

The U.S. women's national team made an early exit at the 2023 World Cup. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


The London-born Hayes did not take the U.S. reins until completing her 12-year tenure at English club Chelsea last month. During that six-month gap, however, she collaborated closely with interim coach Twila Kilgore on roster selections and tactical approaches.
In Hayes's first training camp, Morgan was named to the roster for two friendlies this month against South Korea. She did not play in the first match because of an injury concern, then started and logged 62 minutes in the second game.
Since 2022, Morgan has scored eight goals in 35 international appearances. She went scoreless in four World Cup starts last year. In the National Women's Soccer League this season, she has not scored in eight matches with the San Diego Wave.
"Today, I'm disappointed about not having the opportunity to represent our country on the Olympic stage," Morgan said on X. "This will always be a tournament that is close to my heart and I take immense pride any time I put on the crest. In less than a month, I look forward to supporting this team and cheering them on alongside the rest of our country."
Several veterans who remain central to the U.S. cause made the Olympic roster, including Rose Lavelle, Lindsey Horan and Alyssa Naeher. Seven others from the 2023 World Cup squad also were retained.
Shaw; defender Jenna Nighswonger, 23; and midfielders Korbin Albert, 20; and Sam Coffey, 25; will enter their first major world tournament. Hayes not only wanted to shake things up for the Olympics but lay the groundwork for the 2027 World Cup, a competition of greater importance.
"One of the biggest things for me ever since I got the job was I want to provide opportunities for less-experienced players," Hayes said. "There was such a big gap between the top experienced and the rest, and we really have to bring that up. ... There is a correlation between [matches] played and success at international tournaments."

Veteran Lindsey Horan, the other U.S. co-captain at the 2023 World Cup, was included on the roster for the Paris Games. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Aside from Rodman, the Washington Spirit also will be represented by defender Casey Krueger, who was on the 2021 Olympic squad. Spirit rookie midfielders Hal Hershfelt, 21, and Croix Bethune, 23, are among the alternates, joining Williams and goalkeeper Jane Campbell. (The alternates will travel and train with the full squad in France.)
The U.S. team will play tuneups against Mexico on July 13 in Harrison, N.J., and Costa Rica on July 16 at Washington's Audi Field. Olympic Group B play will begin July 25 against Zambia in Nice, France, followed by matches in Marseille against Germany on July 28 and Australia on July 31.
Two teams from each of the three groups, as well as two third-place finishers, will advance to the quarterfinals. The gold medal will be decided Aug. 10 in Paris.
Goalkeepers: Casey Murphy (North Carolina Courage), Alyssa Naeher (Chicago Red Stars).
Defenders: Tierna Davidson (Gotham FC), Emily Fox (Arsenal), Naomi Girma (San Diego Wave), Casey Krueger (Washington Spirit), Jenna Nighswonger (Gotham FC), Emily Sonnett (Gotham FC).
Midfielders: Korbin Albert (Paris Saint-Germain), Sam Coffey (Portland Thorns), Lindsey Horan (Olympique Lyonnais), Rose Lavelle (Gotham FC), Catarina Macario (Chelsea).
Forwards: Crystal Dunn (Gotham FC), Trinity Rodman (Washington), Jaedyn Shaw (San Diego), Sophia Smith (Portland), Mallory Swanson (Chicago).
Alternates: GK Jane Campbell (Houston Dash), MF Hal Hershfelt (Washington), MF Croix Bethune (Washington), F Lynn Williams (Gotham FC).
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-06-27
MLB
3:30 p.m. Minnesota at Arizona >>> MLB Network
6:30 p.m. Texas at Baltimore >>> MASN, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
8 p.m. Cleveland at Kansas City >>> Fox Sports 1
NBA DRAFT
4 p.m. Second round >>> ESPN
WNBA
4 p.m. Connecticut at Washington >>> Monumental Sports Network, WTEM (980 AM)
NHL
7 p.m. NHL Awards >>> ESPN
GOLF
7 a.m. DP World Tour: Italian Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
10 a.m. LPGA Tour: Dow Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
Noon U.S. Senior Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
3 p.m. PGA Tour: Rocket Mortgage Classic, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
6 p.m. Copa America, Group C: Panama at United States >>> WTTG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45), Univision
9 p.m. Copa America, Group C: Uruguay vs. Bolivia >>> Fox Sports 2
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP/WTA: Eastbourne International, quarterfinals;ATP: Mallorca Championships, quarterfinals;WTA: Bad Homburg Open, quarterfinals >>> Tennis Channel
U.S. OLYMPIC TRIALS
6:30 p.m. Gymnastics: Men's Day 1 >>> USA Network
8 p.m. Track and field, Day 7: Women's discus final >>> WRC (Ch. 4),WBAL (Ch. 11)
9 p.m. Track and field, Day 7: Women's 3,000-meter steeplechase final >>> USA Network
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Inside the first Commanders draft of the Adam Peters regime
How the 'Commanders Caucus,' the 'Commander' tag and a spirit of collaboration guided Washington's 2024 draft.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-06-27
Before the final day of April's NFL draft, Washington Commanders General Manager Adam Peters called a morning meeting. It had been an intense three months since his hiring as he started to rebuild the organization while also preparing for the draft, and now Peters wanted to gather his staff. Executives, scouts and coaches huddled in the draft room, away from the cameras, for what they called the "Commanders Caucus."
The idea -- which Peters brought with him from San Francisco, where it was called "Table Talk" -- was to give everyone involved a chance to advocate for any lesser-known prospects they thought the organization should draft or compete to sign as priority free agents.
By the end of the caucus, the room had a clear favorite: Temple linebacker Jordan Magee.
Early in the draft process, "there were a lot of people that didn't know a lot about him," assistant GM Lance Newmark said. But then Northeast college scout Ron Rose gave a presentation on the athletic, two-time captain who had shined even as the Owls struggled.
"When we met on [Magee], his film and the conversation opened a lot of people's eyes," Newmark said. "He really kind of burst on the scene for us."
During the caucus, Newmark recalled, at least one person from every department stumped for Magee. The Commanders didn't have a fourth-round pick, so they sweated for a couple hours, but early in the fifth, at No. 139, Washington was on the clock and Magee was still there. Peters asked Rose to pull Magee's name off the board.
"It was the ultimate organizational pick," Newmark said, and he considered it a symbol of the most "open, collaborative process" he had been around in nearly three decades in the NFL.
Newmark discussed each of Washington's draft choices in-depth during a recent interview. He praised the devotion of the personnel department, including the two national college scouts, six regional college scouts and the representative from the BLESTO scouting service, which studies underclassmen.
The information in this story, unless otherwise noted, comes from that interview and from a behind-the-scenes video published by the team. An asterisk signifies the prospect received the "Commander" tag, explained below.
College scout: Pete Picerelli
In February, Peters and Coach Dan Quinn convened in the GM's office to watch quarterback film. They turned on the first game of Daniels's senior year, when No. 5 LSU lost to No. 8 Florida State, 45-24, and Daniels didn't have his most impressive stat line -- he completed 22 of 37 passes for 346 yards, one touchdown and one interception and ran 15 times for 64 yards.
But on tape, Daniels was poised and explosive. He made high-level NFL throws and battled to keep his team in the game. His receiver fell down on the interception, and Daniels made the tackle to prevent a pick-six. He competed hard until the end.
Peters and Quinn were enamored.
"Everything pointed to him kind of all the way through the process," Newmark said. "But we had to do our due diligence on everybody, and I thought we were exhaustive in doing that."
In late March, a group of key decision-makers -- Peters, Newmark, Quinn and offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury -- went to watch quarterback pro days at Southern California, Michigan, LSU and North Carolina.
Newmark said they asked tons of questions to many people around the QBs: How does he handle pressure? How does he handle obligations of being the guy? How does his team feel about him? How does he work? What's his commitment? What's he like year-round?
"We just kept getting the answers we wanted to get," Newmark added.
Newmark described the travels as good bonding; one fond memory was flying out of Baton Rouge in "terrifying" turbulence.
On its draft board, Washington ranked Daniels and Michigan's J.J. McCarthy ahead of North Carolina's Drake Maye and others. The team also gave Daniels a "Commander" tag, a label used to identify prospects with desired characteristics.
When asked to explain the tag, Newmark was coy, calling it "a trade secret-type thing." He said there was no set list of criteria and the organization held open-forum discussions with the coaching staff and personnel department to determine whether a player should get the exclusive designation. (Out of hundreds of prospects, only 20 received it.)
The process was reminiscent of how, in 2017, the San Francisco 49ers' new regime started its rebuild by crafting a vision statement. The franchise's brain trust -- which at the time included Peters and Commanders senior personnel executive/adviser to the GM Martin Mayhew -- listed desired traits for new players under the categories of "49er Talent" and "49er Spirit."
In Washington, the tag seems to have a talent threshold -- all four picks who received it were chosen in the first two rounds -- and three of them were team captains in college. But, Newmark said, "you don't have to be a captain to get a Commander tag."
"In the end, you just kind of know that they're our kind of guy," he added.
College scout: Roger Terry
In the team's video, the Commanders' board (or at least the top of it) takes up an entire wall with prospects divided into 10 groups, the grade of 7.5 at the top and 5.0 at the bottom. By this pick, the video showed Newton with the highest grade of any remaining player on the board.
While the Commanders had other needs -- they unsuccessfully attempted to trade back into the first round for an offensive tackle -- they loved Newton too much to pass over him.
"Obviously, [defensive tackle] is a strength of our team," Newmark said. "But [Newton] just makes us even better. ... I always go back to: This guy can impact the game on all three downs. He's not a run stuffer; he's not a situational pass rusher. This guy can be on the field and impact the game in any situation. So those guys don't usually hang around in the mid-30s -- especially when [they have] this kind of football mind-set and attitude and leadership and competitiveness and all that."
One reason Newton may have fallen is his medical report. He had surgery in January to repair a fracture in his left foot, which forced him to miss most of the pre-draft process. And after the draft, Newton discovered he needed surgery on his right foot as well. He has not yet suited up for Washington, and Quinn said he isn't sure if Newton will be ready for the start of training camp.
Newmark declined to comment on what the team knew about Newton's injury when it drafted him.
College scout: Chuck Cook
After tense negotiations, Peters traded three picks -- Nos. 40, 78 and 152 -- to the Philadelphia Eagles for Nos. 50, 53 and 161. Most draft trade charts considered the deal a minor win for the Commanders.
The most difficult part of the deal was the late-round pick swap. Peters didn't want to lose a pick, and when Eagles GM Howie Roseman insisted on sending No. 210 instead of No. 161, Peters held firm and secured the higher pick.
"You're a pain in the a--," he told Roseman with a laugh.
After the Eagles used the first pick they acquired on Iowa cornerback Cooper DeJean, the Commanders grabbed a player they fell in love with in Ann Arbor. The team liked Sainristil's tape -- the receiver-turned-fiery-nickelback had the ball skills and competitiveness coveted by this defensive staff -- but he further impressed at Michigan's pro day.
Sainristil excelled on the field and at a small group dinner for Commanders executives and Wolverines prospects at Ruth's Chris Steak House. Newmark remembered "very easy conversation" and an "instant connection" with the "very genuine" 23-year-old.
Moments before the pick, a Cincinnati Bengals executive told Peters they were going to draft "Michigan" -- without specifying he meant defensive tackle Kris Jenkins. Peters then pranked Quinn, who, when he realized the joke, pounded the table in excitement.
"When I left Michigan, I was like, 'I really want to coach this guy,'" Quinn told principal owner Josh Harris.
College scout: Terry
During pre-draft meetings, Newmark said, many executives saw in Sinnott reminders of players they had been with in the past. For Peters, it was all-pro 49ers fullback Kyle Juszczyk and all-pro 49ers tight end George Kittle, versatile chess pieces who could make plays and clean up messes. Sinnott was tough, smart and lined up everywhere, too -- in-line, slot, backfield and wide.
Just before the pick, Harris asked, "Will he play with Zach [Ertz] on the team?"
"Oh yeah," Peters said. "He can play anywhere. He's fast, and he's got a ton of upside. ... He's just scratching the surface. He's got a chance to be really, really good."
In the room, Peters pointed out the team had used all of its first four picks on players with the Commander tag.
"I mean, we're getting all these guys," Harris said. "It's a good culture builder."
"That's exactly what it is," Peters replied. "And they're not just, like, good culture guys. They're freaking good-ass players."
College scout: Picerelli
Newmark declined to comment on why, with its earlier picks, the team chose Sainristil and Sinnott over an offensive lineman. In those spots, available tackle prospects included Houston's Patrick Paul, Notre Dame's Blake Fisher and BYU's Kingsley Suamataia.
But the Commanders finally addressed the offensive line with Coleman, "one of the first players I remember talking to Adam about after taking this job," Newmark said. It was mid-February, before he had even moved from Detroit to Virginia, and they were discussing prospects to focus on at the NFL combine when Newmark mentioned the three-year starter at TCU who had split his time between tackle and guard.
"When you start to think about the draft, there are certain guys you feel like might be a really good value," Newmark said. "It felt like he had a chance to be a really good value in this whole offensive line pool. We talked about that very early in our process and did a lot of work on him along the way."
Some experts believed Coleman would play guard in the NFL. Why did the Commanders see him as a tackle?
"[He] demonstrated the ability to play at a pretty significant level in college," Newmark said. "He had a ton of exposure there -- 1,500, 1,600 snaps against good people. Showed the ability to work both spots at the Senior Bowl. ... I don't know that -- we'll see what the future holds, you know? But he showed us enough to believe that we thought he had a chance to do it."
College scout: Picerelli
McCaffrey grabbed Washington's attention at the Senior Bowl. The former quarterback had only played receiver for two years and had not faced the toughest competition in Conference USA. But in Mobile, Ala., against better defensive backs, Newmark said, McCaffrey had success and showed "clear, steady improvement in his game."
In San Francisco, Peters got to know Christian McCaffrey, Luke's superstar older brother, and on draft night, he joked, "I missed having the McCaffreys around." Newmark said the team believes Luke will continue to ascend.
"He fits our building," Newmark added. "Guy's a freakin' workaholic. He loves football. He wants to be great."
During rookie minicamp, Daniels said, McCaffrey found out his quarterback was arriving at the facility at 5:45 a.m. and started doing the same.
College scout: Paul Skansi
In late rounds, teams often look for what are known as "height/weight/speed" prospects -- those with technical flaws but the frames and traits to contribute right away on special teams (and, over time, potentially grow into a larger role). Hampton -- Washington's pick after it grabbed Magee -- checked all the boxes: 6-foot-2, 215 pounds, impressive athleticism and experience at safety, linebacker and cornerback.
"A lot of raw traits that match what we like," Newmark said. "He was a guy that kind of rose through the process [with scouting] cross-checks and meetings. Kind of steadily became more and more interesting for us, and then, all of a sudden, [he] had the real good [athletic] testing information."
After turning in the pick, Peters turned to defensive coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. and special teams coordinator Larry Izzo.
"You guys have a lot of success with these types of guys," he told them. "I believe in you guys."
College scout: Cook
Newmark said the team liked Jean-Baptiste's pro day. He broke out a little as a sixth-year senior, and even though he was older (24) and super light for an edge rusher (239 pounds), the Commanders bet on his potential to ascend. The team already lists him at 260 pounds -- 21 heavier than his combine weight.
"There was a little bit of a 'something-to-prove' vibe with him because he was at Ohio State and just never really burst on the scene," Newmark said. "You always saw flashes of talent. Then he went to Notre Dame, and you saw more of it, and [he] got a little bit more exposure. But in the end, he was a raw, athletic pass rusher, [and] the flashes were intriguing."
By the end of the draft, the Commanders had remade their roster more radically than any other team in the NFL. Peters used the picks acquired for the pillars of yesterday -- Chase Young, Montez Sweat, Sam Howell -- to build the foundation of tomorrow.
While the success of the class almost certainly hinges on Daniels, what stood out most to Newmark was the collaboration.
"[It] was a really cool team-building process," he said. "Not only are we trying to get the right players, but we're developing chemistry and camaraderie within the building and a level of comfort between the scouts and coaches. It was a very open, honest, cool process."
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NBA draft highlights: First round has a French flavor as Zaccharie Risacher, Alex Sarr go at the top
The first round of the NBA draft is complete, with the second round still to come Thursday afternoon. 
By Varun Shankar, Des Bieler, Washington Post staff, Ben Golliver | 2024-06-27
The NBA draft has completed its first round, and it was one with a distinctly French flavor. Players from France went 1-2, with the Atlanta Hawks tipping things off by selecting Zaccharie Risacher and the Washington Wizards following with Alex Sarr.
Two more players from France went later, while Connecticut and Kentucky both had a pair of stars drafted in the top 10. Two-time college player of the year Zach Edey was a surprisingly high pick at No. 9 to the Memphis Grizzlies, whereas Tennessee standout Dalton Knecht had arguably the biggest fall relative to his pre-draft expectations, although after tumbling all the way to No. 17 he landed in a high-profile situation with the Los Angeles Lakers.
While we wait for Thursday's second round to get going, scroll down for highlights and analysis of the first 30 picks.
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The Knicks keep collecting Villanova Wildcats
In Mikal Bridges, the Knicks roster now features four former teammates from the same college team. It's not unprecedented in the NBA, but it is rare. 
By Glynn A. Hill | 2024-06-27

The Knicks' Villanova trio of Donte DiVincenzo, Jalen Brunson and Josh Hart (from left) is poised to become a quartet after New York acquired Mikal Bridges on Tuesday night from Brooklyn. (Sarah Stier/Getty Images)


Sure, New York Knicks Coach Tom Thibodeau is reportedly in discussions with the team about a contract extension. Should those talks fall through, there will be one name on everyone's minds as a ready-made replacement -- because Jay Wright is available.
The former Villanova coach would certainly be familiar with the roster, especially after Tuesday night's trade that sent ex-Wildcat Mikal Bridges from the Brooklyn Nets to the Knicks for a haul of draft picks and forward Bojan Bogdanovic.
Bridges will rejoin college teammates Jalen Brunson, Josh Hart and Donte DiVincenzo, with whom he won a national championship at Villanova under Wright.
"Boys are blessed to be together," Wright wrote on X in response to the trade. "No one ever gets this opportunity in the @NBA. A lot of work to do!! Let's go!!"

Mikal Bridges took to X after learning he was traded from the Nets to the Knicks: "This is crazy," he wrote. (Michael Dwyer/AP)


Such a robust reunion is unusual in the NBA, where it's uncommon for so many players from the same college team to play together as professionals.
The 1997-98 Boston Celtics provide a close comparison.
That team featured Antoine Walker, Ron Mercer and Walter McCarty, members of the 1995-96 Kentucky squad that won a national title under Rick Pitino, who was named the Celtics' coach that May. In March 1998, partway through the next NBA season, the team signed former Wildcats forward Reggie Hanson to a pair of 10-day contracts to replace injured forward Bruce Bowen. That gave Boston four Wildcats -- plus their former coach, though Hanson preceded the other three by several years at Kentucky.
"It was actually funny because we had Ron Mercer, Walter McCarty and Antoine, and they had all just left Kentucky looking for a different space and they walked right back into the same space," former Celtics teammate Dana Barros told the Athletic in 2020. "So we clowned them all the time. They would get on the bus and be like, 'Man, I can't believe I left college and I'm right back here with the same s---.' So it was actually a pretty good theme that we kept going for a while when those guys were there."
The Celtics teams of that era appeared to have a thing for ex-Kentucky players. In 1999, Mercer was traded to the Denver Nuggets, but Boston signed former Wildcats guard Wayne Turner as an undrafted rookie for one season. Two years later, after Pitino, Mercer and Turner had departed, the Celtics added guard Tony Delk. Walker, McCarty, Delk, Turner and Mercer played on Kentucky's 1996 championship team.
Another comp: The 1979-80 Milwaukee Bucks' roster included Marques Johnson, Dave Meyers and Richard Washington, winners of the 1975 national championship at UCLA.
More recently, the NBA has seen teams collect talent from the same school, though those players' college careers may not have overlapped.
The 2015-16 Phoenix Suns' roster included four Kentucky Wildcats in Devin Booker, Brandon Knight, Eric Bledsoe and Archie Goodwin, though they were not teammates in college. (Phoenix released Goodwin ahead of the following season, but that same year drafted guard Tyler Ulis, who played with Booker at Kentucky.)
The 2018-19 Indiana Pacers had four players from UCLA. The New Orleans Pelicans in 2018-19 had four players from Kentucky. The following season, the Pelicans had five players from Duke, ranging from then-rookie sensation Zion Williamson to shooting guard JJ Redick, who was recently named coach of the Los Angeles Lakers. New York in 2020-21 had four players from the same school, though it favored Kentucky over Villanova then.
The Knicks began assembling their Villanova contingent in July 2022, when they signed Brunson. New York traded for Hart in February 2023 and signed DiVincenzo that July.
Hart led Villanova to a national championship alongside Bridges and the rest of that group during the 2015-16 season. All four returned the following season, but Villanova was knocked out in the second round of the NCAA tournament. Brunson, Bridges and DiVincenzo then led the Wildcats to the 2018 national title before declaring for the draft.
After news of the Bridges deal broke late Tuesday, the former and now current teammates took to X, with Brunson tweeting "Omg," and Hart sharing a screenshot with all four together on the same FaceTime call. Bridges wrote, "This is crazy."
Six players from Villanova's 2016 championship team have played in the NBA, and four now play for the Knicks. Former Wildcats forward Daniel Ochefu briefly played for the Washington Wizards and now plays overseas. And there is speculation that Ryan Arcidiacono, a starter on that team who was named the NCAA tournament's most outstanding player, could return to New York after being traded from the Knicks in February.
If Ochefu and Arcidiacono are unavailable, perhaps the Knicks can track down the man whose buzzer-beater delivered the 2016 title.
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The majority of Gen Z describe themselves as video content creators
A YouTube survey reports that 65 percent of younger internet users consider themselves as video content creators, a generational shift in online life. 
By Taylor Lorenz | 2024-06-27

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


For the first two decades of the social internet, lurkers ruled. Among Gen Z, they're in the minority, according to survey data from YouTube.
Tech industry insiders used to cite a rule of thumb stating that only one in ten of an online community's users generally post new content, with the masses logging on only to consume images, video or other updates. Now younger generations are flipping that divide, a survey by the video platform said.
YouTube found that 65 percent of Gen Z, which it defined as people between the ages of 14 and 24, describe themselves as video content creators -- making lurkers a minority. The finding came from responses from 350 members of Gen Z in the U.S., out of a wider survey that asked thousands of people about how they spend time online, including whether they consider themselves video creators. YouTube did the survey in partnership with research firm SmithGeiger, as part of its annual report on trends on the platform.
YouTube's report says that after watching videos online, many members of Gen Z respond with videos of their own, uploading their own commentary, reaction videos, deep dives into content posted by others and more. This kind of interaction often develops in response to videos on pop culture topics such as "RuPaul's Drag Race" or the Fallout video game series. Fan-created content can win more watch time than the original source material, the report says.
"It's exciting to witness how Gen Z is evolving fandom," Kevin Allocca, YouTube's global director of Culture & Trends, said in a statement. "They're actively moving audience behavior from passive viewing to finding and adding their voices to a unique content 'dialogue.'"
TikTok's popularization of short-form video has driven the rise of that new, more participatory era of the internet. The app gave a generation of young people access to easy-to-use mobile video editing tools, allowing amateurs to create compelling video content. TikTok's duet and stitch features, which allow users to easily react and respond to other videos, can encourage lurkers to become content creators.
YouTube and Instagram have responded by launching their own short-form video competitors and new editing tools, for example, to quickly search for and add audio tracks to a clip. YouTube Shorts launched in 2021 and the company says that content on the service has collectively earned trillions of views. It has given birth to cultural phenomena like Skibidi Toilet, a mind-bending animated series that has billions of views on Shorts.
Pew Research Center reported late last year that YouTube and TikTok are the top social media services among U.S. teens, based on a survey of 1,453 13- to 17-year-olds. YouTube was most-used overall, but both had devoted followings. Pew found that 16 percent of teens said they use YouTube "almost constantly," with 17 percent saying the same about TikTok.
"Video is now the language of the internet," said Brendan Gahan, co-founder and CEO of Creator Authority, an influencer marketing agency. The format has dominated social media consumption in recent years. Now shorter formats and slick editing tools are empowering more consumers to adopt that lingua franca. "You've got a production studio in the palm of your hand," Gahan said.
However, Gahan adds that as more social media users become creators not lurkers, competition for eyeballs could become more fierce. "It's the most aspirational job for Gen Z today and the barrier to entry is so low," he said. "It will become more and more competitive to build an audience."
Jasmine Enberg, principal analyst for social media at Emarketer, a research and analysis firm, said that YouTube's data fits with trends she is seeing online. Marketers have noticed too, and are increasingly trying to work commercial messages into the user-generated video commentary and conversation forming online.
Enberg said this is causing some young people to become less trusting of online content and to turn more to information, recommendations and commentary from Gen Z peers. "There is a lack of trust in some of the more traditional media sources," she said. "They're turning to people like them to be able to understand and analyze things that they see in the news or in society, pop culture or entertainment."
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It's not just Nvidia: AI interest sends these stocks higher
Companies connected to artificial intelligence technology are experiencing a wave of investment. Here are some companies to watch. 
By Aaron Gregg | 2024-06-27
Attention around artificial intelligence has driven chipmaker Nvidia sharply higher in recent years, to the point where it briefly was the world's most valuable company -- but AI investors are targeting other stocks, too.
Some hardware-focused companies in the AI supply chain have seen blistering stock price gains in the past 18 months, and the process of implementing AI across large organizations is already driving business for leading software firms.
The hype has drawn comparisons to the dot-com bubble of the late 1990s, when many internet start-ups saw massive, short-lived investment gains before crashing down. But this time, some analysts say, much of the AI interest has been concentrated on a much smaller number of established technology firms, and it is linked to significant corporate spending happening now.
"The impact of generative AI is not as broad-based as initially imagined," said Chirag Dekate, a vice president and analyst at Gartner. "There are a very specific entities that are providing the foundational technology."
Here are some publicly traded companies riding a wave of artificial intelligence investment.
The Idaho-based company builds memory chips, including those that are built into Nvidia's AI-related offerings. The company recently started mass production of high-bandwidth memory chips for artificial intelligence, Reuters reported.
"You have the direct halo effect of NVIDIA's growth impacting their own supply chain," Dekate said, adding that Micron, as well as Samsung and Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing, have benefited from their ties to Nvidia.
Micron's revenue increased to $6.81 billion in the third quarter of 2024, from $3.75 billion for the same period last year.
This Ohio-based company provides specialized cooling systems for data centers and other digital infrastructure.
The cooling demands of AI systems have supercharged demand for its highly specialized services, said Deepwater Management managing partner  Gene Munster, who called Vertiv "the industry standard for cooling [circuit] boards."
In the first quarter of 2024 it reported a 60 percent growth in orders compared with the same quarter last year, driven by "increasing pipeline velocity and acceleration of AI-driven demand," chief executive Giordano Albertazzi said in a release.
Co-founded by technology investor Peter Thiel, this company has evolved from an organization doing mostly defense and intelligence work into a data company serving enterprises of all sorts. Under chief executive Alex Karp, the company has built a growing suite of artificial-intelligence offerings.
It is among a growing industry that implements AI technology for large organizations, a sector that also includes C3AI and the consulting firms Deloitte, Accenture and Ernst & Young, according to Dekate.
Palantir's platform examines a company's data and provides examples of how AI can be employed within an organization. Wedbush Securities analyst Dan Ives said he sees Palantir as "the golden child of AI" because of its emphasis on the practical use of artificial intelligence within large organizations.
"Nvidia chips are just the start, but it all comes down to use cases," Ives said.
The contract manufacturing giant has a ubiquitous presence in the global tech industry with its production of computer chips built into consumer products like smartphones and cars, as well as military satellites and weapons systems.
Deepwater Asset's Munster says his firm is invested in TSMC, along with Broadcom and Vertiv, as part of a broader play to capitalize on the growth of AI-enabling hardware. A company called Onto Innovation, which handles specialized measurement for chip construction, is also seen as a niche beneficiary.
"Hardware is the play right now because we're seeing tangible improvements to their business. ... They are trading at software-like multiples," Munster said. "The hardware for this is just getting built."
Analysts said all the major cloud technology providers -- Amazon, Microsoft, Google and Oracle -- are likely to benefit from the growth of AI as organizations spend more on specialized computing services. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
But Microsoft in particular has taken an early lead in large part through a partnership with OpenAI, the creator of ChatGPT. It has leveraged that work into OpenAI services running on its Azure cloud platform, and a chatbot called Copilot that is integrated into several Microsoft products.
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See how Nvidia became one of the world's most valuable companies
Nvidia grew from an obscure chip designer to one of the most valuable companies in the world thanks to the AI boom.
By Gerrit De Vynck, Rachel Lerman | 2024-06-27
Chipmaker Nvidia surpassed Microsoft for the first time this month to become the world's most valuable company, with a market capitalization of $3.3 trillion. Though its reign on the top of the charts was brief, it crowned a rapid climb for the company, which was little known outside tech circles just two years ago.
For most of its three decades of existence, Nvidia was mostly a niche player, making computer chips for video games, but the company's central position in the artificial intelligence boom has led to a spectacular rise. 
Nvidia sells the graphics processing units (GPUs) and the software crucial to training and running the AI algorithms that power chatbots and image generators.
Here's how Nvidia became one of the world's most valuable companies.
Nvidia went public in January 1999 at $12 a share, six years after its founding and a year before the dot-com crash would wipe out much of the stock market value of the burgeoning internet industry. The company was building a reputation for making some of the best chips for video games, and in 2001, it won a contract to supply GPUs for Microsoft's Xbox gaming console.
Nvidia had long been traded by professional investment firms, but during the pandemic, millions of people with day jobs got into stock investing through apps such as Robinhood and online forums like Wall Street Bets. Gamers turned retail investors recognized Nvidia as the company that helped power the improvement in video game graphics over the past two decades.
In 2021, Facebook rebranded itself as Meta and brought renewed interest in the concept of the metaverse -- a future where people spend much of their time plugged into a virtual world. Nvidia chief executive Jensen Huang jumped on the idea and said his company's chips would power the future world of the metaverse. He even used a digital clone of himself speaking at Nvidia's annual conference to showcase the tech.
Meta's grand plans for the metaverse have yet to pan out, but at the time, some investors were betting it was the next big thing. On Nov. 4, 2021, financial analysts from Wells Fargo published a report detailing how Nvidia was well positioned to benefit from the prophesied metaverse boom, and the stock jumped 12 percent.
At the end of 2022, OpenAI, an artificial intelligence lab founded as a nonprofit in 2015, unveiled ChatGPT. It was more capable than any chatbot that regular people had interacted with yet. The tech industry was enthralled, and within months, Microsoft had invested billions into OpenAI. The AI arms race was on.
Nvidia's chips and software are crucial to building the "large language models" that serve as the underlying technology in ChatGPT and image generators like OpenAI's Dall-E 3, which launched in 2023.
Huang told investors on Feb. 22, 2023, that the company stood to benefit from the AI boom, which was quickly gaining steam. Wall Street was convinced and the stock shot up 14 percent to give the company a total value of $582.3 billion.
Nvidia's stock kept climbing. In May 2023, Nvidia reported earnings showing for the first time with real numbers that it was a prime beneficiary of the AI frenzy. The stock jumped 25 percent and the company's valuation briefly crossed $1 trillion, one of only a handful of companies to ever reach that mark.
As the company reported higher revenue numbers, more investors piled in, pushing the stock up until it ended the year worth $1.2 trillion. Because many AI start-ups and companies, including OpenAI, are not public, there were few options for regular people to invest in the AI boom. Many bought Nvidia stock.
In the first quarter of 2024, Nvidia's revenue rose to $26 billion from only $7.2 billion in the same period a year before.
AI start-ups, companies trying to add AI to their products and venture capital firms are all trying to get their hands on Nvidia's chips, driving up their price. But the biggest buyers are Big Tech companies Microsoft, Amazon, Meta and Google that need the chips to build and train their own AI models.
Earlier this year, Microsoft, Meta and Google told their investors they would increase spending on AI investments. Google alone plans to spend at least $12 billion every four months this year. Much of that money is going straight into Nvidia's coffers.
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The new work etiquette: If you can't spot the jerk, it might be you
From avoiding unclear meeting invitations to gossiping more, these are some rules of the modern workplace.
By Danielle Abril | 2024-06-27

(Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post; iStock)


There is a nonzero chance something you do is driving your co-workers nuts.
Maybe it's a meeting invite with no context, or the way you hold back on important office chitchat. Perhaps it's how you pound on your keyboard like you're tenderizing a flank steak.
Knowing and following modern workplace technology etiquette can help you build stronger professional relationships -- or at least lead to fewer enemies.
Whether you're in a cubicle or on your sofa, consider doing a few things differently during meetings, in messages and with all of your other tech tools.
"People get into the habit of working from home and then they go into the office ... and there's different rules and preferences," said Kendra Losee, who co-authored "Digital Etiquette for Dummies."
Here are six things you and your colleagues (feel free to send this to them) should keep in mind at work.

Help Desk reporter Danielle Abril shares 3 tech habits that you can embrace or avoid if you don't want to be a jerk at work.


Gossip gets a bad rap, but it's a useful tool for navigating the modern workplace. It can spread helpful information, help teams build rapport, and sometimes steer people clear of awkward or dangerous situations. But you need to do it ethically and in the right apps.
Use gossip and private conversations to share your salaries with co-workers and find out if you are being underpaid. Use it to vent about issues you're having -- you may find other people are dealing with the same problems and decide to take action. If your company is in turmoil, gossip is a way to keep up on the latest drama and figure out if you should be worried about your position.
Avoid talking about people's private lives behind their backs, don't engage in personal attacks, and know when to keep a secret.
Do not use a work communication app like Teams or Slack -- anything you type in there can end up in the hands of HR or even a legal team if there's a lawsuit. Use apps like Signal, WhatsApp or the encrypted end-to-end messaging tool of your choice. Remember, no private chitchat is ever entirely safe -- gossipers, after all, love to pass on gossip.
Scheduling meetings improperly is surprisingly fraught and a good way to alienate people.
Never send a meeting invitation without context or schedule a meeting when someone is not available. Sending invitations without details could give some people unnecessary anxiety, especially if you're their manager.
"Say, 'Here's what I'm covering and why it's important,'" said Mollie West Duffy, co-author of "No Hard Feelings: The Secret Power of Embracing Emotion at Work." "It's totally reasonable for the person to decline" if you don't provide context.
Create an agenda beforehand and include it in the invitation or send a separate message, said Losee. If you can't come up with an agenda or purpose, you may not need that meeting at all. Regularly scheduling meetings with no clear point could give your colleagues the impression that none of your meetings are important.
Before you invite people, think about the value of each attendee's time, said Liz Fosslien, Duffy's co-author. "Would you be willing to throw two laptops out the window to have them there?"
Respect blocks of time people have set aside to focus on work or avoid meetings, Fosslien said. Microsoft Outlook and Google Calendar allow you to see whether someone has a scheduling conflict.
"You want people to be excited to come to your meeting," she said. "Not annoyed before they step in the door or turn on Zoom."
Your voice is louder and carries farther than you think. Take your meetings or make phone calls in private areas, when they're available. If you are taking a meeting in a public place, remember to mute. There's no point in irritating both your in-person and remote colleagues.
The same rules apply to playing your favorite tunes or watching TikToks in the office. Go somewhere private or wear headphones.
Hungry during a Zoom? Try not to eat during meetings, but if you have to, turn off your camera and mic, Losee said. If you're in a conference room with table mics, take your crinkly sandwich wrapper as far away as possible.
"There's still an element of professionalism and respect that needs to be there, even in casual environments," Losee said.
Your voice, videos and chewing aren't the only annoying sounds you might make. The clickity clackity sound of your keyboard can also ring through the office if you pound your keys. Opt for a quiet keyboard when possible and type with a light touch.
Ask people how they like to receive information. Some people still, shockingly, prefer email. Some like Slack or Teams, while others want that face to face, whether it's in person or via video chat. Wherever you're responding to or communicating with your colleagues, make sure it's one they check, Duffy said.
In the case of Slack and Teams, if you don't reply to someone's message in a thread and instead respond in the larger channel, it could get lost in other discussions. Tag or directly message colleagues to ensure they see your messages, Losee said. Avoid excessive chatter or jokes in these channels, too, as they lead to real work being lost in the noise.
The quicker and clearer you can communicate and operate with your team, the less likely you're going to have to waste time on cleaning up confusion.
"Just remember, this could end up being a meeting," Losee said. "No one wants that."
Unless you're taking notes during a meeting, don't get distracted by your laptop or smartphone, experts say.
In person, you can bring your laptop to jot down highlights, to pull up relevant information for the meeting or to project a presentation to a larger screen. Otherwise, it's best to keep devices shut to reduce the temptation to respond to a message or get distracted, Losee said.
In virtual meetings, try to reduce the background distractions on your computer, Fosslien said. That might mean minimizing other windows and muting your Teams or Slack. People can tell when you're not engaged and doing other tasks instead of paying attention. And for people who wear glasses, beware your eyewear may reflect what you're actually looking at, Fosslien added.
To avoid unintentionally irritating your colleagues, work with your team to determine their preferences. Do people enjoy a little background music in the break room or kitchen? Do they want to use text messages, Slack or email? Are they fans of casual conversations or does it distract them from their work?
"We often jump into, 'Let's just start a project,'" Duffy said. "But what comes up later is differences in how we want to communicate or work together."
Have the conversation about norms early and often. That could mean juggling pet peeves when it comes to digital communication and tools.
At the end of the day, just be considerate of the person you're working with. They don't need to be your best friend, and you should at least find each other tolerable from 9 to 5.
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China says U.S. can't stop it from taking 'giant steps' in space
China is the first country to retrieve rocks from the far side of the moon, which experts say could be a game changer in understanding lunar history.
By Michelle Lee, Lyric Li | 2024-06-27

This China National Space Administration handout shows the lander-ascender combination of the Chang'e-6 probe taken by a mini rover after it landed on the far side of the moon in early June. (CNSA/Xinhua/AP)


Beijing is celebrating its successful world-first mission to collect samples from the far side of the moon, saying U.S. efforts to deter China can't keep it from making "giant steps" in space.
China this week became the first country to retrieve rocks and other materials from the little-known lunar hemisphere, which experts say could be a gamechanger in humanity's understanding of how the moon came to be, when its Chang'e 6 lunar probe returned to Earth on Tuesday after a 53-day mission.
China's methodical steps over the years to extend its reach from Earth orbit to the moon and even Mars have worried U.S. officials, especially as NASA's Artemis moon program faces delays.

China's Chang'e-6 lunar probe landed in Inner Mongolia on June 25, making it the world's first mission to collect samples from the far side of the moon.


The country had a "unique advantage of the system of mobilizing all resources nationwide" to advance its space ambitions, China National Space Administration's vice administrator Bian Zhigang said Thursday in Beijing's first public comments since the return.
Chinese officials blamed a long-standing U.S. law that prohibits direct space research cooperation for stopping the two powers working together. But the U.S. stance "cannot prohibit China from making giant steps forward in its space program," he said, noting the project allowed the country to hone key technological areas that would boost long-term space capabilities.
Bian's remarks underscored Beijing's ambitions to become a space superpower and scientific force as the United States' main rival in space exploration, laying out plans to land Chinese astronauts on the lunar surface by 2030 and set up a base at the moon's south pole. This has created a new frontier in its broad rivalry with the United States, which also includes computer chips and solar panels.
Before the latest mission, China had already successfully landed unmanned spacecraft on the far side of the moon and brought back samples from the near side, but the Chang'e 6 mission combined the two.
The uncrewed Chang'e 6 mission blasted off on May 2 and landed on the far side of the moon on June 2. It collected rocks and other material from near and around an impact crater called the Apollo basin, which is part of the South Pole-Aitken basin and the oldest, largest and deepest known crater on the moon, Chinese officials said Thursday.
A parachute carrying the Chang'e 6 returner landed at 2:07 p.m. local time on Tuesday at a designated desert area in Inner Mongolia, according to the live stream on a Chinese state media channel. Engineers monitoring the landing applauded, the video showed.
The returner carried about 4.4 pounds of lunar soil samples, which were flown to Beijing to be unboxed.
Bian invited researchers from around the world, including the United States, to apply for access to study the new samples.

People cheer as the landing module of the Chang'e-6 probe is recovered after it landed in Inner Mongolia on Tuesday. (AFP/Getty Images)


The far side is the lunar hemisphere that is always facing away from Earth. It is also referred to as the "dark side," not because of a lack of light, but because scientists know so little about that hemisphere.
The first samples from the lunar far side are "extremely exciting" and "might tell us a completely different geological story," said Carsten Munker, a professor for geochemistry at the University of Koln in Germany who has applied to access samples collected by a previous Chinese lunar mission.
The Chinese mission covered sites "which have never been explored. All American and Russian missions went to the central nearside," Munker said.
Two portions of the samples will be stored permanently, while the remaining will be distributed later to "scientists in China and foreign countries in accordance with the lunar sample management regulations," Wang Qiong, deputy chief designer of the Chang'e-6 mission, told China's CRI News Radio on Wednesday.

Officials prepare to recover the Chang'e-6's landing module. (AFP/Getty Images)


U.S. officials in NASA, the Pentagon and in Congress are concerned about the steady progress in China's space exploration, because its civilian space program is directly tied to its military and the technologies developed by the space agency can be used to improve military capabilities.
Dual-use space technologies can help strengthen the nation's science and technology sector and modernize its military, according to the U.S. Department of Defense. China's advancements in space can help its military develop missiles, lasers and robots that can be used for combat in space, according to its 2023 report on the Chinese military.
But U.S. officials say that despite Beijing's progress, the United States remains on track to return astronauts to the lunar surface ahead of China.
"I've been fairly pointed in my comments that we're in a space race with the Chinese, and that they are very good," NASA Administrator Bill Nelson told The Washington Post in a recent interview. "Especially in the last 10 years, they've had a lot of success. They usually say what they mean, and they execute on what they say."
Research collaboration between the United States and China on space is rare. But following the Chang'e 5 mission's return to Earth in 2020, NASA urged its scientists to apply for access to the roughly four pounds of lunar soil and rock it collected.
A long-standing U.S. law bars the use of NASA funds for projects with China or Chinese-owned companies without congressional approval due to concerns about the potential transfer of sensitive U.S. data or technologies to China.
U.S. Ambassador to China Nicholas Burns has said he does not believe the Chinese are interested in cooperating with the United States on space research.
"I don't believe the Chinese have shown much of an interest in working with the United States" on space, Burns said during a Council on Foreign Relations event in December. "So in a way it's contested. It's a contested area and we feel comfortable with where we are."
Even if U.S. researchers were given access to the latest samples, it would take many years before they could study them.

A large screen in Beijing shows news footage of the lunar probe collecting a sample from the far side of the moon earlier this month. (Tingshu Wang/Reuters)


International researchers waited three years to apply for access to samples from the previous mission, Chang'e 5, which landed and returned to Earth in 2020. Ten applicants were interviewed in April this year, and China has yet to announce its selection. Five of those applicants were American.
The samples from the latest mission could be "very different" from the rocks collected from the near side of the moon from previous missions, researchers say. The materials collected by Chang'e 6 from the far side are believed to be older samples that can help explain the early history of the moon, experts say.
Kentaro Terada, a professor at Osaka University studying planetary sciences who also applied for samples from a previous Chinese mission, said "there is the high possibility" that the far side samples might hold records of early moon and hopefully some terrestrial elements of billions of years ago, which scientists have failed to find from previous near-side samples.
"I am looking forward to seeing the isotopic differences between the far-side sample and the near-side sample [of] Apollo," Terada said, adding that some early Earth elements may have been transported to the moon by winds and preserved in lunar soils.
Samples from the far side could be "a game changer," said Frederic Moynier, a French cosmochemist who applied for Chinese lunar samples from a previous mission.
"Chang'e 6 with far side samples would be very important to test" previously held beliefs about the moon, Moynier said.
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WikiLeaks launched an era of hacking, leaking and influence operations
Born at least in part of idealism, WikiLeaks' aid to a Russian influence operation succeeded so well that it ushered in a golden era of hacking and leaking.
By Joseph Menn | 2024-06-26

People gather during a rally in support of Julian Assange, the founder of WikiLeaks, in Paris on May 21. (Umit Donmez/Anadolu/Getty Images)


WikiLeaks swiftly declined after it slid into an undeclared but unprecedented alliance with Russia -- a fall hastened by the prosecution and pursuit of founder Julian Assange.
Even so, the anti-secrecy platform transformed how information reaches the public, twice. It launched an era  in which documents from whistleblowers and hackers can draw a broad audience without the mainstream media. Then it paved the way for massive geopolitical influence operations that exploit stolen material with agitation over social media.
Born out of populist frustration with the secrecy around military operations and powerful, unaccountable corporations, the early WikiLeaks released millions of military files in 2010, exposing video of U.S. troops killing civilians in Iraq and diplomatic cables revealing candid assessments of unsavory U.S. allies.
By 2016, Assange's goals had shifted. He published emails from top Democrats that had been hacked from Russia ahead of the U.S. election that year, spurring conspiracy theories about Hillary Clinton's presidential campaign.
Some staffers and fans of the early WikiLeaks have gone on to work at other sites that follow the idealistic model, adapting to a new era of widespread hacking and serving as a partial stand-in for traditional media.
The best-known successor is DDoSecrets, for Distributed Denial of Secrets, which has hosted documents spirited away from Myanmar, Iran and U.S. police departments and has prompted reforms in multiple countries.
The site verifies what it publishes, withholds files that would make innocent people vulnerable, and either declines to host documents that it suspects were hacked by a national government or else warns viewers of the likely source.
"We started DDoSecrets because at the moment there weren't any good leak platforms that were publishing," said founder Emma Best. "WikiLeaks was at the end of their publication cycle, and there had been a lot of concerns about source safety and the ethics of WikiLeaks."
Journalists also chose more transparency, posting databases full of secret files. The International Consortium of Investigative Journalists registered as a nonprofit in 2017 and has since offered troves including the Panama Papers for searching.
But WikiLeaks' second, Russia-aligned act was even more successful than its first. It fueled countless stories about Democratic Party infighting and sneakiness, becoming a critical link between Russian intelligence operatives who would later be indicted and an eagerly participatory U.S. public and media.
It saved then-candidate Donald Trump from a withering news cycle devoted to his taped remarks on sexually assaulting women by publishing thousands of emails from the hacked account of  Clinton adviser John Podesta. Pizzagate conspiracy promoters pored over those emails and found imaginary evidence of sex crimes against children, spreading the precursor to the QAnon movement.
That performance opened a new era of subterfuge that shows no signs of abating eight years later, said Thomas Rid, a professor at Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies and author of a history of disinformation, "Active Measures."
"Influence operations, which were obviously big in the Cold War, were in a hiatus in the 1990s and into the early 2000s. We had this golden period of optimism where the internet seemed unabashedly a good thing," Rid said.
"But it's obvious that a leak site, where the contributors are anonymous, is a dream come true for influence operators."
As Assange hid from prosecutors in a London embassy, focused on winning back his freedom, influence operators turned to less visible sites and channels on social media.
"If you were a malicious operator, an intelligence agency or someone else, and you wanted to pass on something you have, you have to somehow seed it into the public domain," said Rid.
State actors expanded from sites such as WikiLeaks using artificial social media accounts and partisan news outlets to generate attention.
"There has been no shortage of political hack and leaks after 2016, but many supposed leak sites are part of state influence operations," said James Shires, co-director of the European Cyber Conflict Research Initiative.
Many military conflicts now include an information component that comprises hacking and influence operations that sometimes combine. The U.S. Central Intelligence Agency under the Trump administration secured a presidential finding allowing it to hack foreign entities and leak what it wants.
While Russia has paved the way in such ventures, it has also been subjected to a surprising number of hacks since invading Ukraine in 2022, some of which have been publicized by purported domestic activist groups. Russian and Chinese intelligence contractors have both been subject to major breaches that were alleged to be leaks.
Carving another path for government hacks, ransomware gangs have shifted to demanding money not to post hacked files on the internet.
In some cases, researchers say, that was the plan all along: Gangs are working with intelligence agencies that want the documents out, and they are using ransomware to throw off investigators.
"Cyberespionage operations disguised as ransomware activities provide an opportunity for adversarial countries to claim plausible deniability," a team from security companies Recorded Future and SentinelOne wrote in a report released Wednesday. The companies suspect that Chinese espionage groups were behind what appeared to be 2022 ransomware attacks on the office of the Brazilian president and on the All India Institute of Medical Sciences.
The added distance from intelligence agencies could also help ward off the sort of Espionage Act charges that felled Assange, despite his defense that he acted as a journalist.
The evolutions in hacking and leaking make it unlikely that they will become a less significant factor in global and domestic politics for the foreseeable future, according to Best, who argues that the best fix would be more openness.
"People as individuals and as a society aren't doing the things necessary to reduce the number of leaks, on the security front and on the transparency front," Best said. "Because that has always been a major driver for leaks that aren't financially driven."
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Vermont to pay $175,000 after man charged for raising middle finger at state trooper
The ACLU said state trooper Jay Riggen violated Gregory Bombard's First and Fourth Amendment rights when he was arrested during a 2018 traffic stop in Vermont.
By Victoria Bisset | 2024-06-27

Gregory Bombard is arrested in St. Albans, Vt., on Feb. 9, 2018. (AP)


The state of Vermont agreed to pay $175,000 to settle a lawsuit filed after a man was charged with a crime for raising his middle finger at a state trooper, the American Civil Liberties Union said.
The ACLU's Vermont chapter, which filed the lawsuit on behalf of the man, accused state trooper Jay Riggen of subjecting Gregory Bombard to an "unnecessary traffic stop and retaliatory arrest" that violated his First and Fourth Amendment rights.
"This incident should never have happened in the first place," Hillary Rich, an attorney for ACLU Vermont, said in a Wednesday statement. "Police need to respect everyone's First Amendment rights -- even for things they consider offensive or insulting."
Riggen pulled Bombard over in St. Albans in February 2018 because he believed Bombard had raised his middle finger at him, according to the complaint the ACLU filed on Bombard's behalf in 2021.
The lawsuit said Riggen questioned Bombard, who denied making the gesture, for "several minutes" before saying he was free to leave.
As he drove away, Bombard "cursed and displayed his middle finger," the lawsuit said. Riggen then pulled him over again and said he was under arrest and that his "profane behavior in public" was disorderly conduct, according to the document.
Bombard was jailed and held for over an hour and his car was towed, the complaint said, and the Franklin County state's attorney charged him with disorderly conduct. The ACLU said he was "forced to navigate a criminal proceeding for nearly a year" before that charge was dismissed.
The state's attorney later filed a second charge of disorderly conduct against Bombard over the same incident for "recklessly [creating] a risk of public annoyance" by obstructing traffic when he was pulled over, though a court dismissed that charge before the settlement was reached.
Under the June 12 settlement, the state of Vermont will pay $100,000 in damages to Bombard and $75,000 in attorneys' fees to the ACLU and the Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression (FIRE), the two nonprofit organizations that represented him in the case and announced the agreement Wednesday.
According to the settlement, Riggen and the state of Vermont did not admit to the allegations against them in the lawsuit or any liability. The Vermont State Police and the Vermont governor's office did not immediately respond to an overnight request for comment. The state police told NBC5 that Riggen retired from the force on May 31.
"With this settlement, I hope the Vermont State Police will train its troopers to avoid silencing criticism or making baseless car stops," Bombard said, according to the ACLU Vermont press release. "And at least now I can pay my criminal attorney for defending me from the bogus charges and take my 88-year-old mother out for a nice dinner."
In 2019, a federal appeals court ruled that yelling an expletive at a police officer was constitutionally protected speech and not grounds for arrest, weeks after another federal appeals court ruled that a Michigan woman's constitutional rights were violated after she was stopped and ticketed for raising her middle finger at an officer.
The appeals court judge ruled that the "all-too-familiar gesture" is "protected by the First Amendment."
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U.S. to receive first new pandas in 20 years after farewell party in China
Pandas Yun Chuan and Xin Bao will set up home at the San Diego Zoo in California. An elaborate farewell ceremony was held in their honor in Sichuan, China.
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-06-27

Two giant pandas departed from Ya'an City in southwest China's Sichuan Province on June 27 for the San Diego Zoo.


Giant panda lovers rejoice, two of the black and white fluffballs are headed to the United States from China -- an operation involving a motorcade, a chartered flight, a dedicated entourage and a bespoke menu, according to Chinese wildlife officials.
Yun Chuan and Xin Bao are the first pair of pandas to enter the  United States in more than two decades, and will set up home at the San Diego Zoo in California, the San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance said in a statement.
Before their big move, the pair attended an elaborate farewell ceremony in their honor in China's Sichuan Province on Wednesday, which U.S. and Chinese dignitaries attended along with San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance President and CEO Paul Baribaul and Todd Gloria, San Diego mayor.
Three-year-old female panda Xin Bao is "gentle and well-behaved," while male panda Yun Chuan, four, is "smart and lively," the China Conservation and Research Center for the Giant Panda said in a statement, adding that the duo would enjoy "carefully prepared fresh bamboo, bamboo shoots, fruit, vegetables, and specially made steamed buns" during their flight.
The duo will also be accompanied by several experienced nutritionists and vets, and once at the zoo, the Chinese experts will stay for around three months to help the pair through the quarantine and adjustment period, the center added.
The pandas' relocation is part of ongoing efforts between the two nations to protect the mammals, officials from both nations said. Pandas are no longer considered endangered but their status is listed as "vulnerable," according to the World Wildlife Fund (WWF).
The animals are also star attractions in zoos in the United States -- and have long been associated with China's diplomatic efforts.
China is home to the only natural habitat for pandas, and panda diplomacy can be traced as far back as A.D. 685. Since then the mammals have been sent to nations around the world, serving as strategic goodwill ambassadors, attempting to soften China's image abroad. In recent decades, China has lent pandas on renewable 10-year contracts for a fee, with all cubs born abroad to be sent back before they turn four.
The bears often become celebrities in the process -- while the departure of three pandas from the Smithsonian's National Zoo in Washington last year triggered tearful farewells and fears the United States would eventually be left with no pandas.
Yun Chuan is the son of Zhen Zhen, who was born at San Diego Zoo in 2007, the San Diego Wildlife Alliance said.
The pandas will be given "several weeks" to adjust to their new surroundings before going on display to members of the public, alliance said, adding that the zoo would share information about how to see the duo once health care teams deemed the pandas ready to meet the public.
WWF estimates that just 1,860 giant pandas remain in the wild, facing threats that include climate change, loss of food supplies and habitat fragmentation.
"Although the conservation status of the giant panda is improving, there is still much work needed to ensure they remain on the path to recovery with healthy and flourishing populations," the statement said.
Chinese wildlife officials said the loan of the two pandas would open a new round of panda conservation cooperation between the United States and China. The China Wildlife Conservation Association added that it hoped conservation efforts between the two countries would also lead to improvements in managing panda diseases, and help promote "friendship between Chinese and overseas peoples."
It is not just San Diego that is eagerly awaiting a panda delivery.
Later this year, two new giant pandas will arrive in Washington, the Smithsonian's National Zoo announced last month. The move came as a surprise, given the tense relationship between the United States and China, which owns and leases all giant pandas in U.S. zoos, The Washington Post reported at the time.
In fact, China's pandas are so popular in Washington that one Chinese ambassador previously joked: "Many people don't realize it, but there are actually two Chinese ambassadors in Washington: me and the panda cub at the National Zoo."
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He lived near a dam his whole life. Then floods washed his house away.
David Hruska hopes his family's restaurant in Mankato, Minn., won't also succumb to the flooding.
By Kyle Melnick | 2024-06-27

Footage taken June 25 shows David Hruska's house partially collapsing into the Blue Earth River near the Rapidan Dam in Minnesota.


David Hruska woke up Monday to the roar of the dam near his Minnesota house -- a sound he had fallen asleep and woken up to thousands of times in his 44 years living there. But that day, the sound was pierced by his sister and brother-in-law knocking on his door, urging him to come see the destruction happening outside.
He ran outside to see that the roughly 600 feet of land between his home in Mankato and the Rapidan Dam was being torn away, taking an electrical substation and trees with it. Rising waters on the Blue Earth River had breached a portion of the dam, and floodwaters were dismantling parts of the surrounding land. His sister and brother-in-law had watched the chaos start from the family's restaurant a few feet from Hruska's house before waking him and his dad.
As his basement flooded, Hruska said he ran into his house to collect family photos, clothes and guns to bring to his sister's house about two miles away, where his dad joined him. A side of the three-bedroom home soon hung over a cliff, just a few feet above the floodwaters. The next night, Hruska said, he was watching the news when he saw his house collapse over a cliff and wash away alongside building parts, tree branches and concrete.
The damage was part of flooding that hit the Midwest last weekend and early this week. While flooding had harmed the Rapidan Dam in the past, Hruska told The Washington Post that he never imagined his house would be impacted.
"It's not easy, but it hasn't really sunk in too much yet," Hruska, 44, said of losing the only home he had ever lived in. "We're still kind of in shock."
Hruska said he's holding out hope that his family's restaurant, which he said is about 15 feet from the edge of the cliff, won't fall into the river, too. His parents took over the shop, called the Rapidan Dam Store, soon after they bought the house in 1972, he said, and it became known locally for its homemade pies.
Hruska said he and his older sister, Jenny Barnes, helped clean tables as kids while enjoying strawberry rhubarb pie their mom, Linda, had baked. At home, Hruska said he loved listening to the river water collide with the nearby cliff as the house's windows vibrated. He often climbed down to the river to kayak and fish.
In the early 2000s, Hruska said he and Barnes took over the shop. Hruska grilled burgers, while Barnes baked about 60 pie flavors by hand. They made T-shirts that said "The Best Dam Store By A Dam Site!"
The smell of grilled burgers traveled across Mankato, about 65 miles southwest of downtown Minneapolis. But most people came to the shop for the pies, which Barnes named "Dam Pies." Chocolate caramel pecan soon became a customer favorite, Hruska said.
Barnes eventually moved about two miles away with her husband, while Hruska stayed at his childhood home with his 84-year-old dad, Jim.
But when storms created flooding in Minnesota last weekend, Barnes and Hruska watched the river water rising from the shop. Hruska said he didn't grasp the severity of the situation until early Monday, when he saw water running over the dam for the first time in his life. Barnes had been baking pies that morning in preparation for opening the store that day, Hruska said, but the shop hasn't opened since Sunday due to the floods.
Hruska said he accepted his house would probably fall when a nearby substation was demolished. Hruska said neighbors helped him grab his belongings from his house and load them into trailers.
Hruska said his home insurance won't cover the costs of the destruction. Although his neighbors launched a GoFundMe page to help him get a new place, he said he doesn't know where else he and his dad would live.
But Hruska said he does know what he plans to do if his shop falls into the water: He and Barnes will reopen it elsewhere.
"That's pretty much all we've got left," he said.
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Long before La.'s new law, Ky. parents won a major Ten Commandments case
More than 40 years ago, Kentucky required the Ten Commandments in all public classrooms. The Supreme Court ruled that it was unconstitutional without hearing oral arguments. 
By Anumita Kaur | 2024-06-27

A copy of the Ten Commandments is posted in a hallway of the Georgia Capitol. A group challenged a 1978 Kentucky law that required the Ten Commandments to be displayed in public school classrooms. The Supreme Court issued a ruling on it in 1980. (AP Photo/John Bazemore)


Anne Long can still recall the Ten Commandments hanging on the wall of her childhood classroom in a Kentucky public school some 70 years ago.
They were enormous and "kind of yellow and plastic," Long, 82 said. "And nobody paid any attention to it."
That changed when Kentucky passed a law in 1978 mandating that the Ten Commandments be placed in all public classrooms. Long's mother, Anne Bowers, joined three other Louisville residents to challenge what they argued was an affront to the Constitution. The case wound its way to the Supreme Court, which ultimately struck down the Kentucky law: There was no secular purpose to post the Ten Commandments in classrooms, the court stated in its 1980 Stone v. Graham decision.
Forty-four years later, Long and others with ties to the Supreme Court case said seeing Louisiana enact a nearly identical law is like watching history repeat itself -- and threatens the line between church and state they fought to maintain.
Louisiana is the first state to require the Ten Commandments in public schools since the 1980 Supreme Court ruling, and nine plaintiffs filed a lawsuit this week claiming the law violates parents' rights. The Louisiana governor has signaled that he welcomes the challenge, and experts say it will test the new legal climate created by the conservative-leaning high court.
Long said it's unsurprising that this tension has resurfaced given the country's political climate, but the answer is in the Constitution, she added. "You want religion to be free from the government, just as you want the government to be free from religion," Long said.
Others find the issue springing up again to be exhausting. "My first reaction was like, really? You have got to be kidding me. Open up a history book," Vivian Stone-Taylor told The Washington Post, whose grandmother was one of the four plaintiffs in 1980. "This has already made it all the way to the Supreme Court."
Like the lawsuit filed this week against Louisiana, the Kentucky suit represented a variety of religious and political backgrounds. There was Sydell Stone, a Unitarian stay-at-home mom and activist; Bowers, an atheist and Republican precinct captain; Patricia Bricking, a Catholic public school teacher; and Martin Perley, a rabbi.
The four plaintiffs argued the law was unconstitutional, flouting the separation between church and state. Proponents of the law, meanwhile, argued that the nation was founded upon the ideals of the Ten Commandments, according to interviews with local media at the time. (Supporters of Louisiana's law have made similar statements.)
Marvin Coan, who helped litigate the case alongside William Stone, took on the lawsuit in his first year as general counsel for the American Civil Liberties Union of Kentucky. Neither he nor Stone, who could not be reached for comment, realized how far the case would go, he said.
The Kentucky statute required the then-superintendent of public instruction, James Graham, to ensure that the Ten Commandments were displayed in all public classrooms. To get around legal challenges, it said that the displays must be paid for through donations, not tax dollars, and mandated that a statement accompany the display positing the Ten Commandments as a "fundamental legal code of Western civilization and the Common Law of the United States." (The Louisiana law carries similar provisions.)
Coan and his team lost the case in the Franklin County Circuit Court. They appealed, and the Kentucky Supreme Court ruled in favor of the state as well. They took it to the Supreme Court.
As the case moved through the courts, Stone-Taylor said her grandmother, Sydell Stone, began fielding routine accusations that she didn't believe in God. (She certainly did, Stone-Taylor, 52, said.) Patricia Bricking faced the ire of her devoutly Catholic relatives, who were upset at her for participating in the public opposition, her daughter Elizabeth Bricking, 55, told The Post. Long said she recalled her mother testifying against the law at the state capitol and almost being driven off the road on the way back home to Louisville.
The Supreme Court reversed the Kentucky rulings without hearing oral arguments in November 1980. The rare move indicated how clear the law was on the matter, Coan said.
"Those kind of per curiam opinions and summary reversals are because enough members of the court believe that the outcome is obvious as a matter of law and requires no further argument," he said, adding: "There was a lot of very well-established First Amendments decisions that the U.S. Supreme Court had, and as a result of that, five of the members of the court said, 'we don't need to have this briefed, we don't need to have this argued.' "
After two years of household conversations about the law, Stone-Taylor said she remembers her grandmother calling the day the Supreme Court ruling broke. The ruling was no surprise to her grandmother though, she said. "She knew they were right," Stone-Taylor recalled.
Elizabeth Bricking, 12 at the time, had played sick to stay home from school. A "Good Morning America" segment about their family and their involvement in the lawsuit was set to air, and she was eager to see it. "I was excited to be on the news," she laughed. "I faked sick, because I don't think I would have gotten our teachers to stop and watch it."
After the Supreme Court ruling broke, her family's phone began ringing nonstop. Reporters were calling to talk to her mom, Bricking said, "so I was just taking all these messages."
"We got a couple of mad calls, too," she said. "Angry people cussing us out."
Her mother returned home in a flurry. "She was like, 'we won, we won!' And it was really exciting," Patricia Bricking said.
William Stone, the case's chief litigator, told the Courier-Journal at the time that the ruling was a landmark for the decade.
"I think the court is letting it be known they're still there to protect the Constitution," he said, according to the paper. "I think it's going to be one of the most significant Supreme Court opinions of the 1980s."
Kentucky's law did not pass the Lemon v. Kurtzman test, which determines whether a law violates the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment. To pass the Lemon test, a law must meet three benchmarks: it must have a secular purpose; it must have a predominantly secular effect; and it must not cause "excessive entanglement" between government and religion.
"The Kentucky law couldn't even pass under the first test," Coan said. "What is the secular purpose? There is none. It's critically religious in nature."
The "excessive entanglement" between government and religion is clear, too, he added. "If the government is requiring it to be posted, how much more entangled can you be?"
Coan said he expects the Louisiana law will face the same fate.
But some legal experts have stated the country now wades in uncharted territory. Recent Supreme Court rulings have been more lenient toward religion in schools, such as in 2022, when the court ruled in favor of a Washington state football coach who knelt at midfield to pray and was joined by student-athletes.
"The Supreme Court has moved away from the decisions of the '70s and '80s," said Steven Smith, a law professor at the University of San Diego. In the case of the Washington state football coach, it reached a decision "that was quite unlikely 20 or 30 years ago" by tossing out the very Lemon test that determined the 1980 case, he said.
The court stated it will follow "history and tradition" instead, Smith said. It remains unclear what that means.
"At this point, it's really just sort of uncertain what direction the court might take," Smith said. "I don't think people who are confident either way would be very justified at this point."
Still, Coan remains confident that the precedent Kentucky set will endure.
"I might be in the minority. But I don't think the court will go there," Coan said. "I have confidence that common sense is going to prevail."
Alice Crites contributed to this report.
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Tex. inmate executed after expert recanted testimony on 'future dangerousness'
Ramiro Gonzales was executed by lethal injection Wednesday after Texas's Board of Parole and Pardons unanimously voted Monday to deny his clemency petition.
By Maria Luisa Paul | 2024-06-27

Ramiro Gonzales, 41, was executed by Texas on Wednesday. (Elisabetta Diorio)


After several attempts by his supporters to highlight what they described as a transformation behind bars, Ramiro Gonzales was executed by Texas officials Wednesday. His time of death was 6:50 p.m. local time, according to the Texas Department of Criminal Justice.
The Texas Board of Parole and Pardons unanimously voted Monday to deny Gonzales's clemency petition in a case that has highlighted a contentious aspect of the state's capital punishment system, which requires jurors to consider a defendant's "future dangerousness" to society. Attorneys for Gonzales, who killed a woman in 2001, argued that their client did not meet the criteria and "in fact actively contributes to prison society in exceptional ways."
"Ramiro knew he took something from this world he could never give back," his attorneys wrote in a statement shortly after the execution. "He lived with that shame every day, and it shaped the person he worked so hard to become. If this country's legal system was intended to encourage rehabilitation, he would be an exemplar."
The 41-year-old inmate had garnered attention in previous years, including when he sought to donate a kidney in 2022 to atone for his crime -- a petition Texas denied. His case involved a recanted statement from a cellmate and a reversal from a psychiatrist whose testimony helped send him to death row.
In 2006, Gonzales was found guilty of kidnapping, sexually assaulting and murdering Townsend in a rampage that began while he was trying to steal cocaine from his dealer's home in Bandera County, Tex.
While serving time for an unrelated crime, Gonzales confessed to the killing and led police to the woman's remains.
During his trial, psychiatrist Edward Gripon testified that recidivism rates among people who commit sex crimes are as high as 80 percent -- a statistic that was widely used at the time to justify punishment, but that has since been debunked. Gripon told the court that Gonzales would be a future danger "wherever he goes" because he suffered from an incurable and violence-inducing mental disorder.
Gripon relied on written statements from Gonzales's cellmate saying that Gonzales had spoken about the crime and said "he would do it again." The cellmate in 2019 recanted his testimony and said an officer had threatened him with a harsher sentence if he didn't help vilify Gonzales, according to court documents.
Gonzales was 18 and a drug addict at the time of his crime, which followed a challenging and abuse-ridden childhood, according to his attorneys and family members -- factors his attorneys said were not taken into account during his initial trial.
Gonzales has expressed remorse for killing Townsend.
"I know my apologies cannot even begin to bring you peace of mind and healing, but I feel that I should still tell you how sorry I am for all the pain and anguish you have suffered because of my actions," he wrote in a 2022 letter to Townsend's family, according to his clemency petition. "I am sorry, deeply sorry, that I took what was so precious to you and I know there's nothing I can do or say to make it better."
Townsend's family supported his execution. Her mother, Patricia Townsend, told USA Today last week that she would attend the lethal injection.
"He doesn't deserve mercy," she told the outlet. "And his childhood should not have anything to do with it. I know a lot of people that had a hard childhood ... He made his choice."
Gonzales's lawyers submitted a clemency petition to the state's Board of Parole and Pardons this month, seeking to reduce his sentence to life in prison. They argue that he has become a devout Christian and mentors other inmates in their faith journeys.
In recent filings, Gonzales's lawyers asked local and federal courts to reconsider executing him because, they said, he was young at the time of the crime and received ineffective counsel during his post-conviction review. The attorneys wrote that Gonzales's initial court-appointed lawyer did not conduct an investigation and filed a short habeas corpus petition that judges deemed "frivolous."
But the attorneys' main argument, which was part of the petition to the Supreme Court on Monday, was that Gonzales was ineligible for execution because he poses no risk of future dangerousness, a fundamental criteria considered under Texas's death-penalty law. That claim is based on Gripon recanting his testimony in 2022 -- the first time he issued a report changing his opinion in a death-penalty case, he told the Marshall Project.
Gonzales "does not pose a threat of future danger to society," Gripon wrote in an evaluation of him that year.
"I don't think that diagnosis would now be accurate, particularly in retrospect," Gripon wrote.
Texas officials countered Gonzales's appeals, insisting that his lawyers misunderstood the eligibility criteria and maintaining that their assessment of whether Gonzales remains a threat isn't solely based on his conduct while on death row.
Before imposing the death penalty, Texas requires jurors to consider the probability that the defendant "would constitute a continuing threat to society" -- a measure known as the "future dangerousness" standard. The statute, however, does not define dangerousness nor what probability of it is required.
For decades, experts have maintained that future dangerousness can't be reliably determined. The American Psychiatric Association said in 1982 that the "unreliability of psychiatric predictions of long-term future dangerousness is by now an established fact within the profession." A 2004 study examining 155 cases in Texas found that experts' predictions of future dangerousness were wrong 95 percent of the time.
The standard's constitutionality has been challenged for decades. But in 1976, the Supreme Court upheld the use of "future dangerousness" in a 7-2 decision.
Inside the Texas Capitol on Monday, an advocate wearing a red shirt splashed with the phrase "Stop Executions Now!" tried to deliver a petition, signed by some 20,000 people, urging Gov. Greg Abbott (R) to grant clemency to Gonzales. But no one opened the door at his office, said Alli Sullivan, the communications coordinator of the anti-capital punishment organization Death Penalty Action. After multiple attempts, she said, she slid it under the door.
A spokesperson for Abbott did not respond to a request for comment from The Washington Post.
Sullivan's efforts mirror other petitions, videos and letters of support sent to the state's Board of Parole and Pardons. Many painted a picture of Gonzales as a changed man who volunteered a kidney to a stranger; never committed another act of violence; became a preacher; and was appointed by prison administrators to serve as a mentor for other inmates.
"His crime is terrible, and we can't excuse that, but he has done so much good since then, and it's really devastating that this hasn't been recognized in the eyes of the court and in the state," Sullivan told The Washington Post before Gonzales's execution.
Michael Zoosman, a Jewish clergyman and co-founder of the advocacy group L'chaim: Jews Against the Death Penalty, said he has been corresponding with Gonzales almost weekly since 2021. The experience has "absolutely heartened and humbled me," he told The Post before the execution.
"I can't say this about everybody, because there are many who will never own up to what they've done, or they'll claim innocence when in fact they're guilty, or won't be changed," Zoosman said. "But Ramiro is truly among those who is a changed human being and is doing his best to help others."
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Gamer accused of flying across the country to try to kill online rival
Authorities say a man attacked a fellow gamer with a hammer over an argument they'd had while playing a fantasy roleplay game.
By Jiselle Lee | 2024-06-26

The Nassau County Sheriff's Office found this hammer with the suspect at the scene of the crime. The Ace Hardware store receipt was found in the suspect's hotel room. (Nassau County Sheriff's Office)


When Edward Kang left his New Jersey home last week, he told his mother he was on his way to meet a friend from gaming. After arriving in Florida, authorities say, he made his way to the home of an online rival -- and attacked him with a hammer over an argument they'd had while playing the fantasy role-play game "ArcheAge."
Kang, 20, faces second-degree attempted murder charges in the incident that unfolded Sunday morning in Fernandina Beach. He is being held in jail without bail, and he has requested the help of a public defender. The victim was taken to a hospital, where he received stitches and was later released.
Before the attack, officials said, the two had never before met in person.
"This is a weird one," Nassau County Sheriff Bill Leeper said in a news conference on Monday. "Some things you just can't make up."
An arrest report identified the victim as Zachary Dinh. Reached by phone Wednesday, he declined an interview request. Attempts to Kang's family were unsuccessful.
"ArcheAge," the game where the two crossed paths, is set to shut down in Europe and North America on June 27 because of a declining number of active players, according to an April announcement from the company. The game allows players to use mythical avatars to fight battles against each other.
But Kang, officials say, brought the fight to reality.
He packed a small black bag and wore a black sweatshirt, pants and black Skechers as he headed to Newark Liberty International Airport on Thursday. He flew Delta and landed in Jacksonville, Fla., checking into Ocean Coast Hotel on Fernandina Beach early Friday morning.
Kang entered Dinh's home with ease the night of June 22, passing through the gated neighborhood unnoticed and arriving at the home where he found the front door unlocked, according to the arrest report. He brought some props with him: the hammer, a mask, a flashlight and gloves.
The victim was awake and gaming into the early morning hours leading up to the assault. He stepped away from his computer and returned to his bedroom to the surprise attack.
After Kang started striking him, Dinh fought back. He struggled to remove the hammer from Kang's hands, and he screamed for help. His stepfather, Isaquiel Tavares, awoke to the screams.
Approaching Dinh's bedroom, Tavares found Kang lying facedown on the floor and Dinh on top of Kang. Tavares disarmed Kang and held him down while he called 911 at about 2 a.m. Sunday.
While waiting for the police to come, Tavares and Dinh asked Kang why he showed up to their house, according to the arrest report.
"He is a bad person online," Kang responded.
When police arrived to the scene, they found a significant amount of blood at the entrance of the home and outside the bedroom. Upon their arrival, Kang allegedly asked, "How much time is breaking and entering and assault?"
Tavares told police he didn't know Kang was inside the home and the family had never seen Kang before.
Kang was taken into custody and interviewed by police. He called his mother and his stepbrother. Officers used a language hotline to translate Kang's conversations with his family while they spoke Korean. Kang admitted to his mother that he struck Dinh with a hammer, the arrest report said. Kang's mother asked him if he went to the victim's home to kill him. Kang said no.
He had his first appearance in court on June 24 and is set to return on June 27.
Toward the end of the Monday news conference, the sheriff addressed Kang directly.
"Mr. Kang, it's going to be a long time before you play video games again," Leeper said.
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Wikipedia defends editors deeming Anti-Defamation League 'unreliable' on Gaza
Jewish groups harshly criticized Wikipedia after its volunteer editors said the ADL "has repeatedly published false and misleading statements" about the Israel-Gaza war.
By Ben Brasch | 2024-06-26

Einav Zangauker, the mother of hostage Matan Zangauker, marches with thousands of supporters and other family members of the hostages held in Gaza, as they protest the government in Tel Aviv on April 29. (Heidi Levine for The Washington Post)


Wikipedia is defending its community editors as they face pressure for declaring the Anti-Defamation League an unreliable source of information about the Israel-Gaza war.
The dust-up began this month when editors for the English version of Wikipedia, one of the most visited websites in the world, voted to consider the ADL "generally unreliable regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict."
That prompted a letter Monday from more than 40 Jewish organizations, including the ADL, to the Wikimedia Foundation expressing "concern and dismay by Wikipedia's attack on ADL's reliability on the topic of antisemitism and other issues of central concern to the Jewish community."
The letter accused Wikipedia of "stripping the Jewish community of the right to defend itself from the hatred that targets our community."
The ADL, founded in 1913, is a Jewish civil rights group that monitors hate and extremism. In recent months, however, its pro-Israel stances have compromised its reputation, critics say. The ADL was active as an advocate for Zionism long before the Oct. 7 attacks by Hamas that reignited bloodshed in the region.
The organization has faced multiple controversies in recent months, with some criticizing the methodology it uses to quantify the number of antisemitic attacks, its college campus antisemitism report cards and even its definition of antisemitism.
The ADL describes itself like this: "A global leader in combating antisemitism, countering extremism and battling bigotry wherever and whenever it happens, ADL works to protect democracy and ensure a just and inclusive society for all."
Wikipedia is run by volunteers who decide on the wording and sources in its articles but seek "to ensure that neutral, reliable information is available for all," according to a Wednesday news release from the Wikimedia Foundation, the nonprofit that administers Wikipedia.org.
Wikimedia underscored that the foundation has no input on the content. "This independent relationship is crucial to ensuring Wikipedia remains neutral and free from institutional bias. The Foundation has not, and does not, intervene in decisions made by the community about the classification of a source," per the statement.
Wikipedia's volunteers also added the ADL to a public list of sources to be avoided on certain topics, alongside outlets like Rolling Stone on "politically and societally sensitive issues" and Fox News politics reporting and talk shows.
Wikipedia editors wrote that the ADL is unreliable when it comes to the conflict "due to significant evidence that the ADL acts as a pro-Israeli advocacy group and has repeatedly published false and misleading statements as fact, unretracted, regarding the Israel/Palestine conflict. The general unreliability of the ADL extends to the intersection of the topics of antisemitism and the Israel/Palestine conflict."
"Several media reports have incorrectly implied that the ADL is no longer considered a reliable source on Wikipedia. The ADL remains a generally reliable source on Wikipedia, outside of the topic of the Israel/Palestine conflict," per the Wikimedia statement.
The ADL is cited multiple times on Wikipedia's article about antisemitism.
All of Wikipedia's editing and forums are public. Conversations among volunteer editors about the ADL as a source began popping up March 25 and developed into a formal discussion April 6. About 120 volunteers over three discussion threads spent two months debating the merits of the ADL as a source on the conflict. In the end, an elected volunteer closed the threads and summarized the discussions into what became the basis of their decision. The conversation was brought to light last week through reporting from the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.
"We urge the reconsideration of these actions and encourage Wikipedia to join us in combating antisemitism, rather than acting as a cover for those who seek to perpetuate the scourge of Jew hatred," according to the letter signed by the Jewish groups.
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$10M offered for Russian accused in 'WhisperGate' malware attack on Ukraine
A federal grand jury indicted Amin Stigal this week on charges that he conspired with the Russian military to hack Ukrainian computer systems ahead of the war.
By Katie Mettler | 2024-06-26

The U.S. District Court in Greenbelt, Md. (Katie Mettler/The Washington Post)


Federal authorities are offering a reward of up to $10 million for information on the whereabouts of a Russian national who they say is connected to a sprawling cybersecurity attack on Ukrainian government computer systems ahead of Russia's invasion of the country.
The planned attack, known as "WhisperGate," also targeted one of Ukraine's Central European ally nations and included attempted probes of U.S. government facilities in Maryland, according to an indictment unsealed Wednesday morning.
A federal grand jury indicted Russian national Amin Stigal this week, charging him with conspiring to commit fraud by hacking and destroying the computer systems.
The U.S. District Court in Maryland issued an arrest warrant for Stigal, 22, who prosecutors said remains at large.
"The Justice Department will continue to stand with Ukraine on every front in its fight against Russia's war of aggression, including by holding accountable those who support Russia's malicious cyber activity," U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland said in a statement announcing the indictment.
The Russian Embassy in Washington did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
In the indictment, federal authorities allege that Stigal worked with Russian military intelligence officers from the Main Intelligence Directorate of the General Staff to carry out the agency's cyberattack operations in foreign countries. Stigal and the military officers concealed their connection to the Russian government by using fake identities, a network of computers across the world and cryptocurrency.
The WhisperGate campaign began about a month before Russia's February 2022 invasion of Ukraine, according to court documents, when Stigal, at the behest of the Russian military, hacked the computers of dozens of Ukrainian government entities, including those that deal with "critical infrastructure," agriculture, education, science and emergency services.

Amin Timovich Stigal is wanted by the FBI in Maryland for his alleged involvement in criminal cyber activities targeting Ukrainian critical infrastructure between August 2021 and February 2022. A reward up to $10 million is offered and he is still at large. (Fbi)


The attack campaign used software designed to look like a ransomware attack -- which is when access to files is blocked until a ransom fee is paid -- but in fact, the files were deleted altogether, according to the indictment. WhisperGate also stole and leaked personal data, including the medical records of thousands of Ukrainians -- which federal authorities said was meant to "sow concern among Ukrainian citizens" regarding the safety and security of their government's systems.
In October 2022, Stigal and the Russian military also hacked the transportation infrastructure of a Central European country, which is not named in court documents, that had supported Ukraine through civilian and military aid after the invasion, according to the indictment.
Federal prosecutors also alleged that, from December 2020 through the present day, the Russian military has been scanning protected government computers across the globe -- including in Maryland -- as a "preliminary step toward gaining unauthorized access."
The activity in Maryland included Stigal and the Russian military "probing" U.S. government websites hosted by protected computers 63 times, according to court documents. The probing was the same tactic used in other places to identify vulnerabilities, prosecutors said.
The indictment did not say whether the probing of U.S. systems in Maryland was successful.
The WhisperGate malware attacked Ukrainian computer systems by first deleting the files on the targeted computers, according to court documents, then producing a ransom note that demanded a payment of $10,000 in bitcoin to retrieve the data that had already been wiped.
In one incident in January 2022, federal prosecutors alleged that Ukraine's website for the State Portal for Digital Services was hacked to display a message in Polish, Russian and Ukrainian that read: "Ukrainians! All information about you has become public, be afraid and expect the worst. This is for your past, present and future."
Within hours of that attack, prosecutors allege that Stigal and the military tried to sell the data, which included criminal records and patient health information.
The reward for information on Stigal's location, set at up to $10 million, is being managed through the State Department's Rewards for Justice fund.
"Malicious cyber actors who attack our allies should know that we will pursue them to the full extent of the law," said Erek Barron, the U.S. attorney in Maryland. "Cyber intrusion schemes such as the one alleged threaten our national security, and we will use all the technologies and investigative measures at our disposal to disrupt and track down these cybercriminals."
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Did Karen Read murder her cop boyfriend, or was she framed? A jury will decide. 
Karen Read is on trial, accused of murdering John O'Keefe, her then-boyfriend and a Boston police officer. The defense argues it was a coverup. Here's what to know.
By Adela Suliman | 2024-06-26

Karen Read, center, leaves Norfolk County Superior Court in Dedham, Mass. Jury deliberations began in the trial Tuesday afternoon. (Steven Senne/AP) 


The murder trial of Karen Read -- which for months has captured outsize interest, including from true-crime fans across the nation -- is on the verge of a conclusion.
Jurors have been instructed to reach a verdict on the fate of Read, a former adjunct professor. They will decide whether the evidence supports that she reversed her vehicle to fatally strike her boyfriend, Boston police officer John O'Keefe -- or if, as the defense has argued, she is the victim of a coverup by his law enforcement colleagues to protect another potential suspect.
Here's what to know about the case.
O'Keefe, who had been a Boston police officer for 16 years, was found unresponsive outside Albert's home and later pronounced dead at a hospital on Jan. 29, 2022. An autopsy found he had died of hypothermia and blunt force trauma. Read and O'Keefe dated for about two years before his death.
Central to the prosecution's case was testimony from several first responders that they had heard Read yell: "I hit him. I hit him. Oh my God. I hit him." Prosecutors, according to the AP, also point to angry phone messages that Read allegedly sent to O'Keefe hours before he died, and a voice message she left O'Keefe moments after she drove away from the house party in which they said she was "seething in rage" and screaming at O'Keefe.

Closing arguments conclude in the murder trial for Karen Read in the 2022 death of her boyfriend, Boston police officer, John O'Keefe.


Defense lawyers for Read said O'Keefe was beaten up inside Albert's home and bitten by Albert's dog before being brought outside, citing evidence of dog scratches on his body alongside his injuries. They argued Read was a "convenient outsider" framed for his murder and the subject of an elaborate law enforcement coverup to protect the real killer, whom they do not name but imply was at the party. Read did not take the stand during the trial. She told reporters outside the court Tuesday: "There is no case against me ... after eight weeks, it's smoke and mirrors, and it's going through my private life and trying to contrive a motive that was never there."
Another point of contention was connections between now retired officer Albert and the state trooper who led the investigation, Michael Proctor -- who has acknowledged sending offensive messages about Read to his friends, family and fellow troopers during the investigation.
Proctor admitted making comments to supervisors about not finding nude photos of Read while looking through her phone, the AP reported. He told the court his remarks had no influence on the investigation and has apologized for his language. Read's lawyers have also argued there had been several conflicts of interest in the investigation of the case, including that many people attending the house party knew the investigators.
Medical evidence presented to the court was divided. Some experts testified that they would have expected more bruising if O'Keefe had been hit by a heavy vehicle and suggested he had scratch marks on his arm consistent with dog bites, while others said the injuries were consistent with being hit by a large car.
The case has fascinated those watching nationally and struck a chord in the Massachusetts region. Dozens of Read supporters wearing pink flocked outside Norfolk Superior Court in Dedham, Mass., in solidarity with Read.

Supporters of Karen Read wave a pink and white American flag in support of Read, a block from Norfolk Superior Court in Dedham, Mass., on Tuesday. (Steven Senne/AP)


"She was unjustly charged," Vicki Walkling, a Read supporter, told the AP. "This case has enraptured everybody because it's unfair. It could happen to any one of us. Any one of us could be framed for a murder we did not commit."
Others have been holding placards seeking "Justice for John" and accused Read of lying and murder.
Testimony in the trial began April 29, and the court heard from 74 witnesses in total, according to Courthouse News Service.
Closing arguments were heard on Tuesday June 25, and the jury began deliberating on its verdict. It is expected to reach a conclusion soon.
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On the verge of guilty plea, defendant in mass killing reverses course 
Seven people died and dozens more were injured when a gunman opened fire during the 2022 Fourth of July parade in the Chicago suburb of Highland Park.
By Susan Berger | 2024-06-26

Maria Uvaldo, whose husband was killed while attending the 2022 Fourth of July parade in Highland Park, Ill., listens at a news conference Wednesday after the outcome of the defendant's latest court hearing. (Nam Y. Huh/AP)


WAUKEGAN, Ill. -- Robert Crimo III was brought Wednesday morning into a courtroom packed with relatives of the seven people killed and nearly 50 injured during a 2022 Fourth of July parade in the Chicago suburb of Highland Park -- a tragedy that officials have said he carried out as a "premeditated and calculated attack."
For weeks, family members and survivors had been told that Crimo wanted to change his initial plea to guilty. Many had prepared victim impact statements that they hoped to read aloud.
But after a Lake County prosecutor announced in court that the 23-year-old defendant would plead to 55 counts, which would probably mean spending the rest of his life in prison with no chance of parole, Circuit Court Judge Victoria Rossetti turned to Crimo for acknowledgment. He remained silent, so long that the judge asked if he and his attorney needed to confer. A brief recess followed, and then gut-wrenching news for victims' loved ones.
Crimo was not prepared to move forward, the public defender announced. Rossetti immediately reset his trial date for Feb. 25.
The courtroom itself stayed quiet; those gathered had been admonished in advance to keep emotions in check and refrain from any outbursts. Their horrified faces were reaction enough, though. And a short time later, after meeting privately with prosecutors, they exited in anger, frustration and raw-again pain. Several noted that the second anniversary of the mass shooting is just eight days away.
Leah Sundheim, whose mother, Jacquelyn Sundheim, was among those who died, had hoped the anticipated outcome of the hearing would help her keep healing.
"All I wanted was to be able to fully grieve my mom without the looming trial, knowing that he was going to spend the rest of his life in jail," Sundheim said. "Instead, we were yet again shown his complete and blatant disregard for humans."
Attorney Antonio Romanucci, who represents some of the victims' families in a separate civil action, described "a lot of shock and disappointment."
"Today," he said, "you saw absolute, unadulterated evil. ... This was a calculated effort on his part to continue the suffering. He enjoyed the theater. He wasn't looking at this family. He knew he had an audience."

Painted signs, handwritten messages and stones are left at a memorial site for those killed or injured in the Highland Park shooting. (Nam Y. Huh/AP)


The defendant, who allegedly opened fire from a rooftop with an AR-style rifle, eluded capture at the 2022 parade by wearing women's clothing to conceal his identity and fleeing with those trying to get away from the gunfire. He was found on a highway north of Highland Park after an eight-hour search. Prosecutors said his confession provided no definitive motive.
He is charged with 117 counts of murder, attempted murder and aggravated battery with a firearm. Law enforcement officials accused him of shooting more than 80 rounds from a Smith & Wesson semiautomatic rifle from atop a building overlooking the festivities.
The town where Crimo grew up was left reeling. Those killed ranged in age from 35 to 88 and included Irina and Kevin McCarthy, who died shielding their 2-year-old son. An 8-year-old boy, Cooper Roberts, was left paralyzed from the waist down. One spectator put his young son in a dumpster for safety as he scrambled to find and protect other family members.
The military-style rifle used had been legally purchased, according to law enforcement.
Crimo has been held without bond since being apprehended. He was first set to go on trial this February, but the trial was delayed when he briefly demanded to represent himself. His next trial date, with a public defender representing him, had been scheduled for early 2025, which is why victims' families were ready for an earlier moment of closure when informed of his planned plea.

Robert Crimo III talks to his public defender Wednesday during a court appearance in which he declined to go forward with an expected guilty plea. (Nam Y. Huh/AP)


A heavy police presence was on hand outside the courthouse Wednesday. As Crimo was brought into the courtroom, wearing dark-blue prison garb and shackled in a wheelchair, all eyes were on him.
Josh Koskoff, an attorney for Maria Uvaldo, said she would wait as long as it takes to find justice for her husband, Eduardo Uvaldo. Eduardo had "nailed the American Dream," Koskoff said, and was so patriotic after coming to this country that on the Fourth of July he wore American flag shorts with pride.
Crimo's parents were both in the courtroom. In November, his father pleaded guilty to seven counts of misdemeanor reckless conduct for allowing his son to obtain firearms despite knowing he had once threatened a shooting at school, in addition to a separate threat to "kill everyone" and a 2019 suicide attempt.
"Robert Crimo Jr. made the reckless and dangerous decision to sponsor his son's [firearms] application," Lake County State's Attorney Eric Rinehart noted at the time. "This wasn't a fishing license. This wasn't a permission slip to go to the museum."
Crimo Jr., a well-known resident who once ran for mayor, arrived at the Lake County Courthouse last fall wearing a shirt that read "I'm A Political Pawn" on the front. He was admonished and turned the shirt inside out, then was sentenced to 60 days in jail, two years' probation and 100 days of public service -- far less than the three years in prison he faced at trial. He served 27 days before being released for good behavior.
Following the father's plea, Rinehart said the case against Crimo Jr. represented a new type of prosecution, one that attempts to hold parents accountable for mass killings by their children.
"Only in America do we grapple with an ocean of firearms," he said, "and we are drowning in that ocean."

Robert Crimo III's mother, Denise Pesina, and father, Robert Crimo Jr., wait before their son appears in court Wednesday. (Nam Y. Huh/AP)
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U.S. Border Patrol stops 122 Haitian migrants in Florida's Key West
The migrant group, which included 10 children, said they'd been at sea for a week.
By Lori Rozsa | 2024-06-26

A sailboat carrying more than 100 migrants from Haiti is shown after they arrived off Key West, Fla., on Wednesday. (Monroe County Sheriff's Office via AP)


A sailboat carrying 122 people from Haiti ran aground in Key West early Wednesday, in one of the largest migrant landings in Florida this year.
A Key West police officer spotted the sailboat about 200 yards offshore as it approached a small beachfront nature preserve at 3:24 a.m.
"It was an off-duty officer who lives in the area who saw it and reported it," said Alyson Crean, public information officer for the Key West Police Department.
The boat came closer to land and the people aboard waded through shallow water to reach the shore, where Crean said some "scattered into the mangroves" but were located and detained.
Crean said 90 men, 22 women and 10 children were held near the beach for processing by U.S. Customs and Border Protection. One man and one child were taken to a nearby medical facility to be treated for dehydration. People on board told police they had been on the sailboat for seven days.
Despite fears of a surge of migrants to Florida from Haiti in response to ongoing violence there, numbers of such incidents are down significantly from past years.
Last year, thousands of migrants from Haiti and Cuba were stopped at sea as they tried to reach Florida.
"The Coast Guard and our Homeland Security Task Force Southeast partners have not observed an increase in unlawful maritime migration compared to historical trends," Coast Guard spokesman Nicholas Strasburg said.
Strasburg said the Coast Guard interdicted and repatriated 1,800 Haitian migrants and 6,618 Cuban migrants during fiscal 2023.
The numbers for the current fiscal year, which started last October, show a marked decrease, with 294 Haitians and 422 Cuban repatriated thus far.
The migrants who landed in Key West on Wednesday were transferred to U.S. Border Patrol facilities in the Keys and Broward County.
Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) deployed more than 250 state guard and other law enforcement officers in March to patrol the waters around the Keys "in anticipation of a potential influx of illegal immigrant from Haiti."
The state also established a $20 million "base camp" in the Keys to house the officers and equipment DeSantis sent to the area last year.
"When a state faces the possibility of invasion, it has the right and duty to defend its territory and people. Under Governor Ron DeSantis, Florida will act," the governor's office said in a news release in March announcing more resources for "Operation Vigilant Safety."
Officers from that group were part of the response to Wednesday's migrant landing, a spokeswoman for Florida's Division of Emergency Management said in an email.
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Her master's degree was on hold during WWII. She just received it at age 105.
"It was a wonderful surprise, even 83 years late," said Virginia Hislop of Yakima, Wash., who was honored at Stanford University this month. 
By Cathy Free | 2024-06-27

Virginia Hislop suited up in a cap and gown at age 105 to receive her Master of Arts degree in education at Stanford University on June 16. (Charles Russo)


In 1941, Virginia Hislop put plans to write her master's degree thesis on hold after Japan bombed Pearl Harbor and launched the United States into World War II.
Love also had something to do with it.
Her fiance at Stanford University had been called to serve in the military, and Hislop said they decided to get married so she could move with him to Oklahoma. George Hislop had been assigned to a teaching team at Fort Sill Army Base.
"I was just about to graduate, but all best-laid plans were put aside during the war," said Hislop, now living in Yakima, Wash., where she is known to family and friends as Ginger.
"I always thought I could pick things up again sometime along the way," she said.
Eighty-three years later at age 105, she finally got that chance.
On June 16, Hislop returned to Stanford University to receive the Master of Arts degree in education that she had come close to finishing at age 22.

Virginia Hislop as a teenager, circa 1933. (Virginia Hislop)


When Dan Schwartz, the dean of Stanford's graduate school of education, learned from Hislop's son-in-law Doug Jensen that she had missed out on her dream eight decades ago, he decided that Stanford could help make up for lost time.
Schwartz did some research and learned that a thesis was no longer required for the coursework Hislop had completed before the war.
"The rules had changed since 1941 for her requirements, and she deserved a diploma," he said. "I looked up her transcript and saw that she'd definitely earned it."
During his opening commencement speech, Schwartz called Hislop to the stage to get her diploma before anybody else.
"I told everyone that usually you give a degree before someone starts their life, but now you get to see a degree awarded after their life has occurred," he said.
"Ginger is a very sharp woman, and to see the beauty of her accomplishment was a wonderful thing," he added. "When I met her, my first thought was, 'Hey, wait a minute -- this is someone in her 80s.'"

Dan Schwartz, dean of Stanford's graduate school of education, left, awarded Virginia Hislop her master's degree more than eight decades after she'd set out to earn it. (Charles Russo)


Jensen said he decided to contact Schwartz when he noticed that Hislop was feeling down after the death of his wife (and her daughter), Anne Jensen, last year. Anne was Hislop's first child. She has also outlived her son William, who died in 2011, and her husband, who died in 1986.
"She and Anne were really close, so I began going up to Yakima and spending time with Ginger," said Jensen, 79, who lives in Oakland, Calif. He and Anne were both Stanford graduates.

From left to right, Doug Jensen, Virginia Hislop, Anne Hislop Jensen and George Hislop at Doug and Anne's 1968 wedding. (Doug Jensen)


"Over the dinner table, Ginger began telling me stories, including how she'd gotten married before the war and wasn't able to finish her thesis and get her master's degree," Jensen said. "Since all she was missing was a thesis, I thought maybe Stanford could give her an honorary degree."
When Schwartz told him the university could do better than that, Jensen phoned Hislop with the good news.
"I thought he was kidding me," Hislop said. "It was a wonderful surprise, even 83 years late."
After graduating from high school in Southern California in 1936, Hislop said, she had hoped to become a lawyer, but her strict father put his foot down.
"It was a different time, and he didn't think women should go to law school," she said.

One of Virginia Hislop's scrapbooks shows her as a toddler growing up in Southern California. (Virginia Hislop)


Instead, Hislop earned a bachelor's degree in education at Stanford, then she completed the required coursework for her master's degree.
After she met George Hislop at Stanford and they got married, she concentrated on raising their two children in Yakima, where they had moved to help George's father run the family sheep ranch.
She said she wasn't bothered at putting off her thesis, because plenty of other lives were also uprooted during the war.
"I spent five years as an Army wife, which I figure is the equivalent of a master's degree," Hislop said.
Even without an official master's diploma, she said, she put her Stanford education to good use by serving on the Yakima School District Board of Directors for 13 years.
"I decided to run for the board when my daughter's school told her she'd have to take home economics instead of advanced English," she said. "I told them she could cook at home and that school was a place for academics."

George and Virginia Hislop with two of their grandchildren, Elizabeth and Michael Jensen, during a family outing at Mount Adams, Wash., in 1977. (Doug Jensen)


Hislop was also a founding member of Yakima Community College's board of directors, and for two decades she served on the board of directors of Heritage University, which is on the Yakama Indian Reservation in Toppenish, Wash. She said her emphasis was helping Native American women have more access to education.
Although Hislop no longer serves on the board, she said she has remained healthy into her 100s by pulling weeds in her garden, attending educational lectures and symphony concerts, and doing her own grocery shopping.
"I no longer drive, but I have friends who will take me where I need to go," she said, noting that she has lived in the same house since 1959.
Hislop's advice to anyone hoping to reach her age is to "have some interests outside of what you're going to have for breakfast."
"I would also say to treasure your health," she said. "Things will be a lot better for you if you pay attention to your body and not stress out so much."
She said it was easy to relax at Stanford's commencement ceremony because "everything moved along at a quick clip."
"I'm always afraid of things like that lasting too long," she said. "I was very happy it was brief."
She still smiled, though, when she received a standing ovation after Schwartz awarded her with her master's degree as four grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren looked on.

Virginia Hislop celebrated with grandson Michael Jensen, second from left, and other family members after the commencement. (Charles Russo)


"We're incredibly proud of her and the legacy of education that she turned into a family value," said grandson Michael Jensen, 49.
He said that he and his cousins have always referred to Hislop as the "Evil Elf" because of her unfiltered comments at family gatherings over the holidays.
"She has a wicked sense of humor, and we can always count on grandma to liven things up," Jensen said.
Hislop said they can also count on her to not display her new master's degree in the living room.
"It's now hanging in my closet, where I plan to look at it from time to time and remind myself that I'm a pretty good scholar," she said.
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Gazans flee homes ahead of new Israeli operation in northern neighborhood
An Israel Defense Forces soldier was killed in Jenin, in the West Bank, when his vehicle was hit by a buried explosive, Israeli forces and media reported. 
By Annabelle Timsit, Kareem Fahim | 2024-06-27

Palestinians in a horse-drawn cart flee their homes amid an Israeli military operation in Shejaiya on Thursday. (Dawoud Abu Alkas/Reuters)


Israeli forces ordered residents to evacuate the Shejaiya neighborhood of Gaza City as Palestinian media reported intensified strikes in the area Thursday.
"You are in a dangerous combat zone," the Israel Defense Forces wrote in a statement in Arabic for residents of Shejaiya and nearby areas. "The IDF will act forcefully against terrorist organizations in your areas." The IDF warned people to "evacuate immediately south on Salah al-Din Road."
Videos shared on social media showed crowds of residents walking through the streets and riding bicycles, apparently heeding the evacuation orders.

Palestinians took cover in the Shejaiya neighborhood of Gaza City on June 27 amid Israeli airstrikes.


Shejaiya was heavily targeted in fighting between Israeli forces and Palestinian militants last year. The densely packed neighborhood was where Israeli forces accidentally shot dead three Israeli hostages in December.
The IDF declined to confirm that an operation was taking place when reached for comment Thursday.
Mahmoud Basal, a spokesman for Gaza's civil defense, said there had been heavy bombardment since early Thursday in eastern areas of Gaza City, especially the Shejaiya neighborhood, with "violent attacks by artillery and warplanes" on houses belonging to at least five families. Rescue workers recovered five bodies from one of the houses, he said, but others were impossible to reach.
His teams had tried to reach the stricken homes but retreated after encountering Israeli military vehicles, which were present in several areas of the neighborhood, he said. "If the military operation is quick, the civil defense teams can move," he said.
Thursday's military operation followed weeks of Israeli bombardment in the area, he added, with 100 killed in the last week alone.
Israel has previously claimed to have routed Hamas militants in northern Gaza but has conducted repeated operations throughout the area pursuing remnants of militant groups.
Meanwhile in the West Bank, an Israeli soldier was killed early Thursday in the flash point city of Jenin by what Israeli news outlets described as an explosion caused by a device buried underground. A second explosion injured other Israeli soldiers who were part of a "rescue force," Haaretz reported.

Men walk toward a crater created by an improvised explosive device that targeted an Israeli military jeep in Jenin on Thursday. (Mohammad Mansour/AFP/Getty Images)


An IDF statement identified the officer as Capt. Alon Sacgiu, 22, and said he was a "sniper team commander in the Haruv Reconnaissance Unit of the Kfir Brigade." Another soldier in the unit was "severely" injured, the statement said. Haaretz reported that 16 soldiers were lightly or moderately injured in the same attack.
A statement early Thursday by the Quds Brigades, the armed wing of Palestinian Islamic Jihad, said the group had detonated several explosive devices targeting "occupation vehicles storming the city of Jenin" and its refugee camp, causing casualties.
Islamic Jihad spokesperson Abu Hamza said the group's fighters blew up two military vehicles at midnight and then clashed with the rescue forces. He dubbed it the "Battle of Strength of Jenin 2" and said that, in light of escalations, "we will not leave the battlefields and confrontation until the occupation is defeated, and the enemy will have no choice but humiliating withdrawal and wasted dignity in the West Bank and Gaza."
Despite rising violence in the West Bank over the past eight months, with Israeli forces carrying out frequent raids, deaths of Israeli soldiers in the West Bank are rare. According to data from the IDF, collated by the Times of Israel, one soldier had been killed during a counterterrorism operation in the West Bank since the start of the war.
Israel's crackdown in West Bank towns, including in Jenin, since the start of the war in Gaza has killed hundreds of people, according to the United Nations.
During a raid in Jenin last week, Israeli soldiers strapped a wounded Palestinian man to the hood of a jeep, in an incident that was captured on video and drew widespread condemnation, including from the State Department, which called it "shocking."
The man, Mujahid Abadi, said in an interview with the Associated Press that he had been shot after stepping outside to see if Israeli forces were raiding his uncle's neighborhood. When Israeli forces found him, they beat him and threw him onto the hood of the jeep, he said.
The Israeli military said the incident violated protocol and was being investigated.
The United States has provided $6.5 billion in security assistance to Israel since the start of the war -- a previously unannounced figure that was part of discussions in Washington this week with a visiting delegation headed by Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant. The announcement comes as Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly accused the Biden administration of slow-rolling military assistance. Nearly $3 billion of assistance was approved in May. "This is a massive, massive undertaking," said a senior administration official, who disclosed the totals as an indication of the depth and complexity of U.S. support for Israel. The official briefed reporters on the visit on the condition of anonymity under rules set by the White House.

Anti-government protesters and the families of hostages blocked major highways in Israel on June 27.


Anti-government protesters and the families of hostages blocked major highways in Israel. Israeli media posted photos and videos that appeared to show a metallic cage with the word "Help" emblazoned on it burning in the middle of Ayalon Highway, the main road in central Israel, going through Tel Aviv, as well as blockages on Route 2, the main coastal highway. Parallel protest movements are set to take place across Israel throughout the day, organized by a coalition of anti-government groups as well as family members of hostages. One of the groups, Hofshi B'Artzenu ("Free in Our Homeland"), called for new elections and the dissolution of Israel's parliament.
Canada imposed sanctions on seven individuals and five entities for having a role in "facilitating, supporting or financially contributing to acts of violence by Israeli extremist settlers against Palestinian civilians and their property." The list includes Daniella Weiss, an ultranationalist settler leader, and the Amana group, which funds settlements. The sanctions were listed under Canada's Special Economic Measures (Extremist Settler Violence) Regulations. "Attacks by extremist Israeli settlers -- a long-standing source of tension and conflict in the region -- undermine the human rights of Palestinians, prospects for a two-state solution and pose significant risks to regional security," the statement accompanying the list read.
At least 37,765   people have been killed and 86,429 injured in Gaza since the war started, according to the Gaza Health Ministry. It does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates that about 1,200 people were killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack, including more than 300 soldiers, and it says 314 soldiers have been killed since the start of its military operations in Gaza.
Hajar Harb, Karen DeYoung, Lior Soroka and Claire Parker contributed to this report.
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Neanderthal community cared for child with Down syndrome, fossil suggests
The bone of a 6-year-old found in Spain's Valencia region provides evidence of communal care by Neanderthals, researchers say, and maybe even compassion.
By Frances Vinall | 2024-06-27

An exhibit in 2010 at the Neanderthal Museum in Krapina, Croatia, shows the life of a Neanderthal family in a cave. (Nikola Solic/Reuters)


The word Neanderthal is sometimes used as a synonym for stupid or brutish, but a new fossil analysis has added weight to the hypothesis that our prehistoric cousins actually had collaborative or even compassionate qualities. Evidence of a Neanderthal child with Down syndrome who survived to the age of 6 suggests the youngster was cared for by the social group, according to a new study.
The piece of bone was found in the Cova Negra cave site in Spain's Valencia region and analyzed by a research team led by Mercedes Conde-Valverde of the University of Alcala in Madrid. The results, published Wednesday in the journal Science Advances, concluded that the fragment probably came from the inner ear of a 6-year-old.
The specimen had evidence of abnormalities, and "the only syndrome that is compatible with the entire set of malformations present in [the fossil] is Down syndrome," the authors wrote.
Down syndrome -- which also occurs in great apes and modern humans -- would have presented a range of survival challenges for a child, including "poor sucking strength," which makes breastfeeding difficult; lack of motor coordination and balance; and impaired cognitive development, the study notes. The child probably experienced severe hearing loss and frequent issues with acute, disabling vertigo and imbalance, it added.
"Because of the demanding lifestyle of Neanderthals, including high levels of mobility, it is difficult to think that the mother of the individual would have been able to provide such care alone and also carry out normal daily activities over a prolonged period of time," the authors wrote.
It was therefore likely that the mother continuously received help from other members of the social group, they added.
"The idea that the individual with Down syndrome (whom we affectionately call Tina) received the care and affection of her group is the simplest explanation for the surprising fact that an individual with Down syndrome survived for at least six years in prehistoric times," Conde-Valverde said in an email on Thursday.
Neanderthals, or Homo neanderthalensis, were a close relative of modern humans that went extinct about 40,000 years ago, leaving traces across Europe and southwest and central Asia. They evolved there as our ancestors -- Homo sapiens -- were evolving in Africa, and probably diverged from a common ancestor at least half a million years ago, according to the Natural History Museum in England.
Implications that Neanderthals could have exhibited care for vulnerable members of their group have been found in previous studies. In 2018, researchers from the University of York reviewed available evidence and concluded that a sample of Neanderthal fossils with healed traumatic injuries suggested that health care was widespread. The care was most likely to be motivated by investment in the well-being of the members of their social groups, the authors argued.
"This study presents exciting evidence for kinship care on other hominids, where the survival of a little kid with a disability was likely the result of group care, as the pathology ... will have deeply affected the ability of the child to survive on its own," Sofia C. Samper Carro, a senior lecturer in archaeology at the Australian National University specializing in Neanderthal behavior, who was not involved in the study, said in an email.
Samper Carro said there has long been an interest in "discussing what makes us, anatomically modern humans, unique in evolution history. Why did we [survive] when others perished? One of the proposed factors for our survival against Neanderthal extinction states that our creativity and compassion, caring for others, made us more prone to survive."
Other scientists have said Neanderthals may have provided care to sick or injured members of their group with the expectation of a reciprocal benefit, rather than out of benevolence. Critics say compassion cannot be authoritatively deduced from remains and requires too many assumptions, the paper in Science Advances acknowledged. Evidence of Neanderthal cannibalism published in 2016 also points to the species' capacity for brutality.
But the fossil of the child with Down syndrome was "particularly interesting because social care was destined to an immature individual who had no possibility to reciprocate the assistance received," the authors of that study noted. They added that a caregiving instinct could have a "very ancient origin" in our shared genus.
"Although the link between injuries or pathologies and care for dependents is difficult to demonstrate in ancient bones, I think that the paper ... [provides] enough evidence to demonstrate a clear link between child disability and caring commitments from Neanderthals," Samper Carro said.
"Will we be able to prove unequivocally that Neanderthal had this capacity? Probably not, but studies like the one published are certainly a step in the right direction on demystifying our uniqueness and Neanderthal's less 'humane' behaviour," she said. "[It] builds on modern research demonstrating how our assumptions about Neanderthal 'bruteness' need to be revisited, how the traditional clear cut between 'simplistic' Neanderthals and 'advanced' Homo sapiens is not longer supported."
Initially, the researchers' reaction to the results of the fossil analysis was "one of skepticism," Conde-Valverde said. She added: "It was difficult for us to believe that we had discovered a Neanderthal individual whose inner ear pathologies clearly pointed to Down syndrome," a condition she said was typically diagnosed through genetic studies and had not previously been determined through anatomical evidence in a fossil specimen.
"Ultimately, we became convinced of our results" after more research, she added, and through this process designed a "rigorous methodology for diagnosing diseases from skeletal remains, particularly for the inner ear" that "can now be applied to other fossils to determine whether cases like Tina's were mere exceptions or represented a common behavior."
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A world-first emissions tax is going after gassy cattle
Denmark's bill, which has broad consensus support, targets greenhouse gases emitted by the country's cows, pigs and sheep. New Zealand axed plans for a similar tax.
By Andrew Jeong | 2024-06-27

Cows stand in a field near a wind turbine in a Danish village in May 2023. (Sergei Gapon/AFP/Getty Images)


Denmark is set to impose the world's first emissions tax on livestock  beginning in 2030, targeting greenhouse gases emitted by the country's cows, pigs and sheep.
According to the plan, farmers would pay about $43 per metric ton of carbon dioxide equivalent produced by their livestock. That rate would increase to about $108 in 2035. The levies would be partially offset by a 60 percent tax deduction, rendering them closer to $17 per metric ton in 2030 and $43 in 2035, according to the Danish government, which unveiled the proposed bill this week.
Danish officials project that the tax would cut the country's emissions by about 1.8 million metric tons (about 2 million tons) of carbon dioxide equivalent in 2030. Humans emitted more than 40 billion tons of carbon dioxide in 2022, according to the MIT Climate Portal.
"We will be the first country in the world to introduce a real [carbon dioxide equivalent tax] on agriculture. Other countries will be inspired by it," Danish Tax Minister Jeppe Bruus said in a statement. "The agreement shows how much we can achieve when we come together across party colors and interests to find joint solutions to one of the greatest challenges of our time."
The deal between the center-right government and representatives of groups including farmers, the industry and unions was reached Monday, according to the Associated Press. Farmers across Europe have, for months, been protesting cuts to subsidies and new regulations, some of them designed to reduce climate-changing emissions, The Washington Post reported.
Proceeds from Denmark's proposed tax -- which is expected to be approved by the country's parliament, as it was written with broad support -- for 2030-31 will be returned to the industry to support its green transition, the government said, with the handling of proceeds to be revisited in 2032. The bill also includes the establishment of more than 600,000 acres of new forest areas, among other initiatives.
The tax is aimed at slashing emissions of methane, a greenhouse gas that the U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change says must be reduced by 40 to 45 percent by 2030, to cap global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 Fahrenheit) this century.
The proposal was hailed by the Danish government as a way to meet its domestic climate target of lowering greenhouse gas emissions by 70 percent from 1990 levels by 2030.
Livestock is responsible for about 32 percent of human-caused methane emissions, according to the United Nations. The 1.5 billion cattle around the world are the cause of most livestock-borne methane, the organization said -- although Denmark had less than 0.1 percent of them, according to 2022 figures compiled by Our World in Data. Brazil had a world-high 234 million cattle that year, followed by 194 million in India and the United States' 92 million.
A similar bill to Denmark's was under consideration by the previous, center-left government of New Zealand, where the agricultural sector is responsible for half of its emissions -- largely due to methane emitted from livestock when they burp. But that plan was axed this month by the country's new center-right government, partly due to pushback from cattle farmers.
New Zealand has proposed reducing methane from livestock through other methods, such as funding research focused on developing a "methane vaccine" and a project to breed lower-emissions cattle, according to a government news release.
The problem with such research is that it hasn't reached a stage where it is cost-effective for farmers to utilize "at current carbon prices," said Richard Eckard, a professor of carbon farming at the University of Melbourne in Australia.
But major multinational agricultural companies have set targets for reduced emissions, which will be a more effective mechanism over time to drive change at the farm level "than a straight carbon tax," he wrote in an email. This would  mean "governments don't need to be the bad guys" by levying carbon taxes that trigger pushback from farmers, Eckard added.
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What an election betting scandal says about British politics and culture
At least five Conservative officials are being investigated by Britain's gambling watchdog as part of a probe into their placing bets on the timing of the British general election, which is set for July 4.
By William Booth, Karla Adam | 2024-06-27

A demonstrator holds a Greenpeace banner calling for 'Clean Power, not PaddyPower' as they protest on the roof of the Conservative Party's General Election campaign bus in Nottingham, central England on Wednesday. (Darren Staples/via REUTERS)


LONDON -- Beset by an almost unending run of bad luck and embarrassing scandal, the ruling Conservative Party in Britain -- expected to lose the election next week, big time -- has taken a loaded gun and pointed it at their foot. Again.
At least five Conservative officials are being investigated by Britain's gambling watchdog as part of a probe looking into their placing bets on the timing of the British general election, which is set for July 4.
It is a very British scandal -- sordid, sad and amusing.
It is also being met with outsize revulsion by many voters. In a YouGov poll conducted Tuesday of 3,739 British respondents, 60 percent said that Prime Minister Rishi Sunak was handling the betting scandal "fairly badly" or "very badly." Only 16 percent said Sunak was handling the allegations "fairly well" or "very well."
Like "Partygate," in which aides to then-Prime Minister Boris Johnson were seen carting suitcases of wine into Downing Street -- for karaoke parties (and some vomiting in the stairwell) during the height of covid lockdown -- this is the kind of scandal that the average person can understand.
The Conservative Party announced that it was withdrawing support from two Tory candidates for Parliament -- Craig Williams and Laura Saunders -- who are under investigation over alleged bets.
Sunak described himself as "extremely angry."
A Labour Party candidate also admitted placing a bet against himself.
Imagine someone in government sneaking off to place a low-level bet to make a few bob based on insider information -- public service as profit center.
Brits can legally place a "flutter" -- a bet -- on almost anything: the discovery of an alien life form, the existence of God, whether Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce will get married.
It's a nation of punters.

A man displays a board showing betting odds as people arrive to attend the launch of The Labour Party's 2024 general election manifesto in Manchester, England, June 13. (Jon Super/AP)


Betting markets are dominated by sport -- soccer, rugby, and horse and dog racing -- but there is also a popular subcategory of political betting. In the London borough of Westminster alone -- home to Downing Street and the House of Commons -- there are 140 or so gambling premises where one could put down a wager on various outcomes in the 2024 election.
We went over to a William Hill betting parlor on Wednesday, not a 10-minute walk from Downing Street, and put down 5 pounds on Labour to win and 5 pounds on Conservatives. Because we are nonpartisan.
If Labour wins, our payout will be 5.15 pounds. If the Tories win, we will get 255 pounds. Stay tuned.
The manager of the parlor, who declined to be named because she was not authorized to do so, was quick to point out that the scandal was big news in her shop.
"It's like insider trading," she said. Behind her, on the TV screens, the dogs were running and the horses jumping. A top payoff on a political bet, she said, could win 50,000 pounds.
The latest scandal to engulf the Conservative Party involves politicians betting on the date of the election and the possible misuse of privileged information.
On May 22, Sunak surprised many -- though perhaps not all, wink wink -- when he stood at a lectern outside of Downing Street, battling pouring rain, and announced that the date of the next election would be July 4.
BBC's "Newsnight" has reported that up to 15 Conservative candidates and officials are being investigated by the Gambling Commission over allegations that they bet on when the general election would happen.
The widening scandal has also drawn in five Metropolitan police officers, who are under investigation for betting on the election date and on the opposition Labour Party. Labour has suspended a candidate after he bet he would lose his election bid on July 4.

Britain's Prime Minister Rishi Sunak speaks with police officers as they walk in the corridors of the Swan Walk shopping center during a visit in Horsham, West Sussex, on April 10. (Richard Pohle/AFP/Getty Images)


The scandal has sparked a debate about whether politicians should be allowed to gamble on anything to do with politics. The gambling watchdog says that it may be an offense if someone uses confidential information when placing a wager to gain an unfair advantage.
Mel Stride, a Cabinet minister and ally of Sunak, told the Times Radio on Wednesday that there should be a debate about political betting. "But let me be very, very clear," he added, "by saying that I totally recognize that using inside information, as may have been the case for certain individuals in this way, is utterly wrong."
Sara Hobolt, a politics expert at the London School of Economics, said in a briefing to journalists this week that the Conservatives have suffered a series of what she called "competence shocks."
The Conservatives have been trailing Labour in the polls since the end of 2021 and the first reports of Partygate. The scandal played a huge role in the toppling of Johnson, who was succeeded by Liz Truss, whose economic plan led to a run on the British pound. Her premiership famously didn't outlast a wilting lettuce. That period was followed by high inflation and a cost-of-living crisis.
"After those shocks, they never recovered," Hobolt said.
Keir Starmer, the leader of the Labour Party and probable next prime minister, was asked about the gambling scandal and whether politicians should be able to wager on politics. He told journalists on the campaign trail that the rules weren't the problem, but politicians using insider information was.
Asked by the BBC if he had ever placed a bet himself, Starmer said he had not gambled on politics, but "yeah, I've bet on the horses, not a lot of money, but I have bet on horses."
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Bolivian soldiers storm plaza; former general accused of coup attempt
A dismissed former Army general was accused of leading an uprising. President Luis Arce denounced the "irregular" troop movements in Plaza Murillo and said "democracy must be respected."
By Susana Lopez, Samantha Schmidt | 2024-06-27

Bolivian police arrested former Gen. Juan Jose Zuniga in La Paz after an apparent failed coup attempt June 26.


LA PAZ, Bolivia -- Bolivian soldiers filled the main plaza in La Paz and an armored vehicle breached a government palace on Wednesday afternoon before withdrawing in what government officials warned was a coup attempt by elements of the military.
"Today the country faces, once again, interests in toppling Bolivian democracy," President Luis Arce, surrounded by his cabinet, said in a video statement. He said his government would stand "firm" against any coup attempt and called on the Bolivian people to mobilize "in favor of democracy."
News videos showed former Gen. Juan Jose Zuniga, who was fired this week as commander of the Bolivian Army, entering the Palacio Quemado, confronting Arce face-to-face and rejecting the president's order that he withdraw the troops. With soldiers storming the plaza, Zuniga told reporters the military sought to install a new cabinet and "restore democracy."
As the chaos unfolded, Arce named new commanders of the army, navy and air force, who ordered all personnel to return to their units. In less than two hours, they had retreated from the government palace.
Zuniga was arrested as he left a military command center. He told reporters as he was detained that Arce had instructed him to "bring out the tanks."
Arce is expected to seek reelection next year.
"The president told me that the situation is messed up. This week will be critical," Zuniga said. "It is necessary to prepare something that will raise my popularity."
The claim, with no evidence, that the Arce government was behind the incursion is "absolutely false" and "inconceivable," Maria Nela Prada Tejada, minister of the presidency, said in a news conference at which she also read a testimony she said was provided by Zuniga during his detention.
Asked why the attempted uprising did not go as planned, Zuniga said it was in part because the navy and the air force did not arrive, according to the remarks read by Prada Tejada.

Bolivian police detain former Gen. Juan Jose Zuniga on Wednesday in La Paz after an apparent failed coup attempt. (Juan Karita/AP)


Prosecutors said they were opening a criminal investigation against Zuniga for alleged terrorism and engaging in an armed uprising.
Zuniga was dismissed from his post on Tuesday after saying in televised remarks that Evo Morales, Bolivia's president from 2006 to 2019, could not be allowed to run for president again, Bolivian media reported.
Bolivia's defense minister and other members of the presidential cabinet had ended their Tuesday meeting with Zuniga amicably, the defense minister, Edmundo Novillo Aguilar, later recalled in the news conference. But by 9 a.m. Wednesday, Novillo Aguilar learned that military troops were mobilizing in six trucks, movement that was "not normal."
Then, in an afternoon cabinet meeting, the president asked Prada Tejada about sirens outside.
"I go to the window and see military tanks taking over Plaza Murillo," she recalled.
The troops took control of the entrance to the legislative assembly, the government palace and the four corners of the plaza, Prada Tejada said. Heavily armed soldiers launched gas and pellets at the crowds, injuring at least eight people, according to the Bolivian Health Ministry.
With the plaza cleared of soldiers and armored vehicles, Arce addressed a cheering crowd from a balcony in Casa Grande, an annex to the government palace. Carrying a Bolivian flag, he thanked the Bolivian people, police and the members of the military who remained true to the constitution. He celebrated his government's reaction in "pushing back this attempted coup."
"We have remained here in Casa Grande, where you put us," he told the crowd. "The only ones who can remove us from here are you."
The crowd chanted their support, using Arce's nickname: "Lucho is not alone!"
Even after the police regained control, tensions remained high in the plaza.
The crowd began to divide between groups who back Arce and others who accuse him of a "self-coup." "Lucho tricked us!" critics shouted. They accused him of staging a show of force in an effort to strengthen his position in a party now divided between him and his former boss, Morales.
Arce served as Morales's finance minister when the leftist icon was president, but their relationship has recently become tense. Still, as soldiers stormed Plaza Murillo on Wednesday, Morales called for a national mobilization to "defend democracy against the coup d'etat."

Bolivian President Luis Arce, center, speaks from the balcony of the presidential palace in La Paz on Wednesday. (Aizar Raldes/AFP/Getty Images)


Arce, who was elected in 2020, has struggled to respond to an economic crisis, a shortage of dollars and widespread fuel scarcity in the country. Anger has grown over the rising cost of living.
Weeks ago, lawmakers had suspected that the military might attempt a coup, according to multiple members of the country's national assembly, but they were not sure when or how it might take place.
The military's brief show of force brought back memories of armed coups of decades past in this Andean nation of 12 million people. While the country has not experienced a coup since 1980, Bolivia has witnessed more than 100 coup attempts since its independence, 42 of which were successful.
"It feels a little bit like watching blurry black-and-white videos in a time machine when you have tanks literally pounding on the presidential palace in a place like La Paz," said Latin America analyst Brian Winter, editor in chief of Americas Quarterly. The images were particularly upsetting to see in a region with some of the world's strongest democracies, he added.
But Bolivian analyst Raul Penaranda said he did not consider Wednesday's intrusion "a serious attempt at a coup d'etat." It was short-lived, unsuccessful and led by one man supported by only some segments of the military.
"I think this is really going to be a passing issue, a blip in our history," Penaranda said.
While it revealed the weakness of Arce's government and of the country's institutions, Penaranda argued, it does not necessarily reflect a major threat to Bolivia's democracy.
While Arce has been accused of some undemocratic actions, including detaining opposition politicians, he was elected democratically and is expected to hand over power next year. The failed coup attempt could give Arce a "bit of oxygen" but the slight boost in support is unlikely to last, Penaranda said.
Foreign leaders on both the left and right condemned the coup attempt. The U.S. National Security Council said officials were following events closely and urged calm. The United States has had strained relations with the Bolivian government for years. No U.S. ambassador has been based in La Paz since 2008, when Morales expelled the country's ambassador.

President Luis Arce denounced what he called "an attempted coup" in Bolivia's capital La Paz, as military forces moved on a government building June 26.


Schmidt reported from Bogota, Colombia. John Hudson and Dan Lamothe in Washington and Ana Herrero in Caracas, Venezuela, contributed to this report.
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U.S. war aid of $6.5 billion discussed during 'productive' Gallant visit
Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant attempted to smooth turbulent public relations with Washington, amid conversations on military assistance and a transition to lower-intensity operations in Gaza.
By Karen DeYoung | 2024-06-27

U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, right, and Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant stand during an honor cordon at the Pentagon on Tuesday in Arlington, Virginia. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images)


The United States has provided $6.5 billion in security assistance to Israel since its war with Hamas started Oct. 7, with nearly $3 billion approved in May. Those previously unannounced figures were part of discussions this week with a visiting delegation headed by Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, amid Israeli allegations that the Biden administration has been slow-rolling assistance.
"This is a massive, massive undertaking," said a senior administration official, who disclosed the totals as an indication of the depth and complexity of U.S. support for Israel.
To counter the Israeli charge that the Americans had placed "bottlenecks" in the arms flow -- remarks repeated publicly over the past week by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and described as "perplexing" and "inaccurate" by the White House -- U.S. arms transfer experts went through "hundreds of separate items" with counterparts accompanying Gallant on his four-day visit, the official said.
Although scheduled before Netanyahu's comments, Gallant's trip was in part an effort to smooth over increasingly tense relations and show a different Israeli attitude toward American aid.
The defense minister, who has had his own clashes with Netanyahu, told reporters at a Tuesday briefing that "our ties with the United States are the second-most important element for Israel's security," after Israel's own military. "We need American diplomatic and political support, power projection, supply of munition and more."
Claiming "significant progress," Gallant said that "obstacles were removed and bottlenecks were addressed in order to advance a variety of issues, and more specifically the topic of force build up and munition supply."
The senior administration official, who briefed reporters on the visit on the condition of anonymity under rules set by the White House, appeared to step back from the administration's previous flat rejection of Netanyahu's charge.
"In terms of bottlenecks, it is a complicated, bureaucratic system that we have for good reason ... making sure we fully fulfill all of our obligations to Congress, laws, procedures and regulations." But, the official acknowledged, "there are issues on the Israeli side, in terms of things they might want, which might not have been totally clear."
The visit was "highly constructive and productive," the official said, thanking Gallant for his "professional approach."
The Times of Israel called the White House praise, and Gallant's claims of "significant progress" on outstanding issues "a rebuke of Netanyahu." The Biden administration has been irritated by Netanyahu's acceptance of an invitation, first advanced by Republican lawmakers, to address a joint session of Congress in late July.
Amid the steady flow of arms, the administration continues to withhold a shipment of 2,000-pound bombs out of what President Biden has said is concern they would be used in heavily populated urban areas.
Administration officials and Gallant declined to discuss the specifics of their discussions. "I believe that allies must do everything to solve issues in closed rooms," Gallant said. "This is what I'm trying to do."
During his visit, Gallant met with the full panoply of Biden's senior national security officials, including Secretary of State Antony Blinken, Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan.
"They reviewed the unprecedented support for Israel since the Hamas attacks of Oct. 7, to include the direct defense of Israel by the U.S. military and a coalition of partners against an Iranian attack in April, as well as preparations for any subsequent contingencies," including diplomatic efforts to avoid war with Lebanon and the U.S. commitment to Israel's defense if those efforts fail, the official said.
In every meeting, officials said, they also discussed stalemated efforts to close a U.S.-backed deal for a Gaza cease-fire and the return of Israeli hostages. Although announced by Biden nearly a month ago as an Israeli initiative, Netanyahu has publicly questioned some aspects of the proposal. Gallant said that "the State of Israel, the defense establishment -- we are all committed to and firmly backing the president's deal." Hamas has demanded amendments, including a firm Israeli commitment to a permanent cessation of the war and full Israeli withdrawal from Gaza.
Gallant also discussed the Israeli military's upcoming switch to what he has called "Phase 3" in its war against Hamas, a transition to low-intensity conflict to root out remaining pockets of fighters in Gaza and "enabling a governing alternative ... that isn't Israel and isn't Hamas."
That governing body -- in which vetted, local Palestinians would be appointed to govern the territory while Israel continues to provide security -- remains vague. "It is a long and complex process that depends on many things," Gallant said, "including the international community, which must participate and not only criticize."
The Israeli proposal falls far short of the Biden administration's plan, which sees a future Gazan government run by the existing Palestinian Authority in the West Bank and eventual transition to separate Palestinian and Israeli states.
Other topics of discussion with senior U.S. officials included Iran's escalating production of weapons-grade nuclear fuel, and what has become an increasingly nasty dispute between Israel and the United Nations over the distribution of humanitarian aid in Gaza.
Israel has labeled false international assessments of near-starvation conditions inside the enclave, and has long blamed the United Nations for "incompetence" in distributing assistance to civilians, many of whom have been left without adequate shelter, food, water and medical care.
That problem has grown more acute in southern Gaza since Israel last month launched a military offensive in Rafah, the southernmost city where more than 1 million people had fled seeking shelter from an Israeli offensive farther north. Although aid-laden trucks are entering Gaza through a crossing from southern Israel, the United Nations and other distributors have said they are unable to move the food aid inside the enclave.
While there are ongoing impediments due to continuing combat, destroyed roads and a dearth of fuel, much of the current slowdown has been blamed by U.N. and U.S. officials on lawlessness by desperate civilians and criminal gangs who have attacked and looted distribution vehicles.
"The World Food Program and the U.N. drivers are obviously concerned about getting attacked," National Security Council spokesman John Kirby told reporters Wednesday. Representatives from the Israel Defense Forces and COGAT, the Israeli agency that deals with the occupied territories, who accompanied Gallant to Washington met with U.S. aid officials here this week to try to work out a solution, including what U.S. officials said was the provision of protective equipment and communications technology that Israel has not allowed to enter Gaza.
But in Israel, a government spokesperson Wednesday blamed the problem entirely on the United Nations. "We will take no lessons whatsoever from supporters of Jew-haters, whether in the 1940s, in the 1970s, or in 2024," government spokesman David Mencer said in a news briefing. "It is unfortunately UNRWA and others, and the World Food Program is another one, who simply spend their time perpetuating this conflict rather than pulling their finger out and actually doing the job which they were designed to do," he said, referring to the two main U.N. assistance agencies in Gaza.
For years, the United States has supplied $3.3 billion in security aid annually to Israel. In April, Congress approved Biden's request for an additional $26 billion in wartime assistance, humanitarian aid and to support U.S. operations in the region.
But until now, the administration has been reluctant to quantify the total amount of security assistance it has expedited to Israel since the war began, telling reporters only that Washington was providing its closest Middle East ally with the equipment necessary to defend itself.
In the early weeks of the conflict, emergency shipments to Israel were expedited aboard U.S. military aircraft. In a few instances at the end of last year, the administration also invoked emergency authorities to bypass Congress in order to approve the sale of arms and ammunition to Israel, a move that prompted objections from some Democratic lawmakers about the fast-rising civilian death toll in Gaza as Israel stepped up its bombing campaign and ground operations.
In May, the administration made a rare decision to pause a shipment of 2,000- and 500-pound bombs to Israel, reflecting concern about the high toll of civilian deaths. The pause prompted outrage from pro-Israel Democratic donors, including billionaire Haim Saban, and from Republicans such as Arkansas Sen. Tom Cotton who called it a "de facto arms embargo on Israel."
At that time, the administration assured members of Congress that huge amounts of military aid were continuing to flow to Israel, but declined to publicly disclose a total figure. In an internal memo between House Democratic leadership and rank-and-file members of Congress obtained by The Washington Post, Democratic leaders said Biden's pause of the heavy bombs represented "less than 1% of the total military support provided by the U.S. to Israel since the beginning of this conflict," an early indication of the massive amount of security assistance.
Administration officials have said that the withheld shipment of the large bombs is still under review.
John Hudson contributed to this report.
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Ex-Honduran president sentenced to 45 years for trafficking drugs to U.S.
Juan Orlando Hernandez was accused of running a 'narco-state' that helped send South American cocaine to the United States. He has maintained his innocence.

By Shayna Jacobs, Mary Beth Sheridan | 2024-06-26

Former Honduran president Juan Orlando Hernandez is escorted by police special forces in Tegucigalpa on April 21, 2022, to a plane bound for New York to face U.S. drug trafficking charges. (Jorge Cabrera/Getty Images)


NEW YORK -- Former Honduran president and U.S. ally Juan Orlando Hernandez was sentenced by a U.S. judge on Wednesday to 45 years in a federal prison and an $8 million fine for running a "narco-state" that helped send South American cocaine to the United States.
Hernandez, 55, who was convicted of federal drug and weapons charges in March, built his political career on millions of dollars in bribes from traffickers in Honduras and Mexico, U.S. prosecutors said. During his two terms as president from 2014 to 2022, they said, he helped move at least 400 tons of cocaine to the United States while protecting traffickers from extradition and prosecution.
U.S. District Judge Kevin Castel spoke of the breadth of the trafficking conspiracy before he handed down the sentence.
The 400 tons of cocaine sent to the United States was worth "well over $10 billion" on the street, Castel said, and two participants who cooperated against Hernandez admitted to more than 130 murders. While Hernandez posed as a "champion" against narco-trafficking, the judge said, he was facilitating violence, disease and addiction.
Prosecutors had sought a sentence of life in prison plus 30 years.
"Juan Orlando Hernandez abused his power as the president of Honduras to send incomprehensible amounts of cocaine to the United States," prosecutor Jacob Gutwillig said. "He was polluting this country with incomprehensible amounts of poison."
During Hernandez's presidency, the U.S. government portrayed him as an ally against narco-trafficking and illegal immigration. In 2015, then-Vice President Joe Biden hosted him at the White House. In December 2019, President Donald Trump praised him for his cooperation, saying the countries were "stopping drugs at a level that has never happened."
But the Justice Department was investigating him as part of a broader probe into drug trafficking allegations against the Honduran political elite. His brother, Tony Hernandez, was convicted of federal drug trafficking charges in 2019 and sentenced to life in prison. Prosecutors named Juan Orlando Hernandez an unindicted co-conspirator in that case.
At the request of the United States, Honduran police arrested Hernandez within weeks of his departure from office in January 2022, and he was extradited to face federal charges in New York.
His prosecution has raised questions about whether the U.S. government ignored his criminal activities as they sought his help in slowing migration toward the southwest border.
Former U.S. diplomats have denied that. They've said the case illustrates Washington's bureaucratic dysfunction: State Department officials were left in the dark about the Justice Department investigation.
Hernandez has denied any wrongdoing. He has accused jailed drug dealers of giving false testimony against him in exchange for reduced sentences. He is expected to appeal his conviction.
"Your honor, I reiterate that I am innocent, that I was wrongly accused and convicted," Hernandez told Castel on Wednesday. Castel warned Hernandez repeatedly to stick to the subject -- his sentence -- and not to try to re-litigate his case.
His lawyer had sought a 40-year sentence, the mandatory minimum.
"Mr. Hernandez did more to combat narcotrafficking in Honduras than any Honduran President before or since," Renato Stabile wrote to the court before the hearing Wednesday.
Hernandez's conservative National Party assumed the presidency of the country of 10 million in 2009 after leftist president Mel Zelaya was toppled in a coup. But the party was weakened by corruption and drug-trafficking scandals. It lost the presidency in 2021 -- to Zelaya's wife, Xiomara Castro.
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After protests, Kenya's president backs down on controversial tax bill
President William Ruto's rejection of the raft of tax hikes comes a day after several people died after clashes with the police during demonstrations.
By Sammy Westfall, Rael Ombuor | 2024-06-26

Protesters gather during a nationwide strike Tuesday to protest tax hikes in Nairobi. (Amaury Falt-Brown/AFP/Getty Images)


Kenyan President William Ruto announced Wednesday that he would not sign a controversial finance bill that would have introduced new taxes, a surprise move a day after Kenyans stormed Parliament and escalated massive street protests, which were met by a deadly police crackdown. Though the exact toll is still unclear, rights groups say more than 20 people were killed and hundreds injured in the clashes.
"Listening keenly to the people of Kenya, who have said loudly that they want nothing to do with this Finance Bill 2024, I concede," Ruto said in a Wednesday address to the nation. "Therefore, I will not sign the 2024 Finance Bill, and it shall subsequently be withdrawn." Ruto added that the government would instead make further austerity measures, beginning with his own office.
While the announcement marks a major concession to protesters, it is unclear if the unrest will fully ease, as activists called to continue protest. The discontent and unrest mark the most significant challenge so far to Ruto's presidency, now in its second year.

Kenyan President William Ruto backed down from a controversial tax plan on June 26, a day after protests and a subsequent police crackdown turned deadly.


Finance Bill 2024 was introduced for debate in Kenya's Parliament last month. It called for increases in taxable incomes, excise duties and value-added taxes. It also would have introduced new income tax categories to the nation's finance laws, in a bid to raise revenue in part to combat the nation's high debt.
Among the measures proposed initially were new taxes on basic commodities and a 2.5 percent tax on motor vehicles.
Even before the protests, Ruto had softened some proposals due to public criticism, including the vehicle tax, a proposed 16 percent VAT on bread and an excise duty on vegetable oil. He also said some locally manufactured products would be exempted from a proposed "eco-levy," including sanitary pads, diapers, phones and tires.
Critics of the bill said it would have made life harder for ordinary Kenyans already facing high living costs. Some also called out what they see as the extravagant and lavish lifestyles of some Kenyan politicians, including Ruto.
On Tuesday, as lawmakers pushed the finance bill forward, the week-old protests -- led and promoted largely by young people -- flared.
Demonstrators breached Parliament buildings in Nairobi's city center. Part of the building was set on fire.

At least five people were killed in Nairobi as police used violence against demonstrators protesting Kenyan President William Ruto and a new set of tax hikes.


Kenyan Defense Secretary Aden Duale on Tuesday deployed the military to support the national police in responding to the protests. As part of the response, police beat protesters and fired tear gas and bullets at them, rights groups reported. Gunshots were also heard around Parliament.
The United Nations, opposition leaders and civil society groups urged restraint and condemned the violence.

A protester tries to escape police baton blows during a demonstration in Nairobi on Tuesday. (Simon Maina/AFP/Getty Images)


The Police Reforms Working Group Kenya, a civil society organization focused on policing, said it recorded 23 deaths caused by police shootings nationwide. It also recorded more than 50 arrests, 22 abductions and 300 injuries, the group said.
In a statement Wednesday, the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights condemned "unprecedented and shocking human rights violations" committed "in the context of exercising the guaranteed right to demonstrate, assemble and picket." The watchdog commission recorded 21 fatalities during the demonstrations. Most of those who died were "shot with live bullets," it added.
In his speech Wednesday, Ruto appeared to give a smaller death toll, stating that only six "young people" had died, but expressed regret. "They shouldn't have lost their lives," he said. "I wish that would not have happened."
Ruto said "there would be no extrajudicial killings going forward." He added that those considered by civil groups to be abducted have since been found in police custody. He said the majority of those injured were "treated and released."
Announcing that he would not sign the tax bill, Ruto proposed "an engagement with the young people of our nation," adding that the government would "listen to their views, listen to their proposals, their ideas." Ruto called for "a conversation as a nation, as to how we manage the affairs of the nation together, the debt, the budget, together."
He added that he would direct further austerity measures to reduce expenditures, starting with the executive office of the president, including a reduced budget for travel, hospitality and new motor vehicles.
Amid uncertainty about the fate of the bill, Ruto clarified in a presidential memorandum that he had referred the finance bill back to Parliament for reconsideration "with the recommendation for the deletion of all the clauses."
"The president cited widespread public dissatisfaction with the contents of the bill as the basis for his rejection of the entire bill," Hussein Mohamed, a spokesman for Kenya's executive office, said in a news release.
Opposition leader and former prime minister Raila Odinga, who helped lead the protests, said Tuesday that he was "deeply troubled by the violent and deadly crackdown on young, peaceful protesters." He called for the government to "immediately stop the violence its agencies are meting out on citizens."
Ruto's address Wednesday was more conciliatory compared to the previous day, when he called the demonstrations "treasonous."
As he announced a rejection of the finance bill, he also said he sent "condolences to the families of those who lost their loved ones in this unfortunate manner."
Even after Ruto withdrew the bill, activists announced that they would still take to the streets Thursday as planned, this time in part to oppose the nation's violent crackdown.
"Tomorrow we are back to the streets to mourn our fallen heroes, and to demand a better Kenya," political activist and photographer Boniface Mwangi posted Wednesday on X. "We shall not be hoodwinked by press conferences!"
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Israel blames U.N. for Gaza aid crisis amid fresh reports of starvation     
About 500,000 Palestinians are on the brink of starvation, according to a report by U.N. agencies and aid groups.
By Annabelle Timsit, Anika Seth | 2024-06-26

A Palestinian carries food cooked by a charity kitchen, amid shortages of aid supplies in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip on June 19. (Hatem Khaled/Reuters)


Israel heaped fresh blame on the United Nations on Wednesday for the lack of humanitarian aid being distributed inside the Gaza Strip -- amid the organization's warnings that starvation is once again threatening hundreds of thousands of Palestinians during the ongoing Israeli military operations.
Israeli prime minister's office spokesman David Mencer said in a news briefing Wednesday that U.N. agencies including UNRWA, the agency for Palestinian refugees, are responsible for the bottlenecks, and claimed that "non-U.N. aid agencies have been able to deliver aid successfully."
"It is unfortunately UNRWA and others, and the World Food Program is another one, who simply spend their time perpetuating this conflict rather than pulling their finger out and actually doing the job which they were designed to do. Stop blaming Israel," he said.
The remarks are part of a chorus of attacks on the United Nations and its secretary general by Israeli officials in recent weeks. Mencer added that "we must stop this halo around the United Nations of their being a force for good. Unfortunately, in many, many cases, they are not a force for good."

A truck carries humanitarian aid across Trident Pier, a temporary pier off the Gaza Strip used to deliver aid, on Tuesday. (Amir Cohen/Reuters)


But aid groups say it has become increasingly dangerous and difficult to distribute aid in Gaza amid the ongoing military operation in the south, shortages of vehicles and fuel, and an increase in attacks against aid trucks by desperate civilians and criminal gangs. The United Nations has consistently accused Israel of holding up deliveries through onerous checks and restrictions, as well as lack of coordination with its agencies.
The World Food Program on Tuesday backed the findings of the latest Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) analysis, which said a "high risk" of famine "persists as long as conflict continues, and humanitarian access is restricted."
The IPC analysis found that about 500,000 Palestinians are on the brink of starvation. WFP said the IPC findings aligned with its own concerns "about the ongoing levels of severe hunger across the Gaza Strip."
The situation has become "increasingly intolerable," U.N. spokesman Stephane Dujarric said in a news briefing Tuesday. More than 200 humanitarian workers have been killed since the war broke out, and humanitarian operations "have repeatedly been in the crosshairs in Gaza," he said.
In his briefing Wednesday, Mencer implied -- without providing evidence -- that "many" of the aid workers who have been killed were working with militant groups in Gaza. He singled out Fadi Jihad Muhammad al-Wadiya, an employee of Medecins Sans Frontieres, or Doctors Without Borders, as an example of a terrorist disguised as an aid worker.
On Tuesday, Israel targeted and killed Wadiya with a drone strike in Gaza City, alleging that he was an operative of Palestinian Islamic Jihad, a militant group distinct from but allied with Hamas. MSF condemned the strike on social media, saying it hit as Wadiya was biking to work, and that it killed five other people, including three children.
MSF said Wednesday that it had "no indication" that Israel's accusation was true, and that it had not received any "direct communication" from Israeli authorities before his killing, nor "proof of any wrongdoing."
"Fadi is the sixth MSF staff member who has been killed in Gaza since 7 October and one of 500 health workers killed by the Israeli forces during the same time according to the United Nations," MSF wrote in a statement to The Washington Post. "There is no justification for this, it is unacceptable. Healthcare workers must be protected and should not be targeted."
U.N. officials made contact with Israeli authorities in recent days to demand that they better protect aid workers and facilitate the entry of more humanitarian aid into Gaza, Dujarric said.
Dujarric added that the U.N. undersecretary general for safety and security, Gilles Michaud, this week discussed the situation with COGAT, the Israeli agency responsible for occupied territories. That conversation was preceded by a letter on June 17 from Muhannad Hadi, the resident U.N. official coordinating Gaza aid. Dujarric declined to describe Israel's response.
As The Post previously reported, the United Nations has told Israel that it may not be able to continue in its role as principal provider of aid inside Gaza if the security situation for humanitarian workers does not improve.
Dujarric said Tuesday that the United Nations is continuing to deliver aid where and when it can, and, when asked, did not directly address a report by the Associated Press that senior U.N. officials told Israel they would suspend operations if Israel did not do more to protect aid workers.
"I'm not talking about suspending operations," Dujarric said. "The way forward is not a mystery. ... It's on the table, it's a humanitarian cease-fire. It's the free and unhindered flow of humanitarian aid throughout the Gaza Strip. It's the immediate and unconditional release of all the hostages."
Germany and the Netherlands have urged their citizens to leave Lebanon as tensions continue to escalate between Israel and Hezbollah. "The security situation in the region is highly volatile," warned the German Foreign Ministry in an updated notice on its website. Today's guidance from Germany and the Netherlands comes on the heels of a similar warning Tuesday from Canada, in which Canada's foreign minister urged citizens to leave while commercial flights are still available.
A group of prominent Israelis said Congress made "a terrible mistake" in inviting Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to speak. The group, which includes former Israeli prime minister Ehud Barak, wrote in an editorial published by the New York Times that the invitation for Netanyahu to address a joint session of Congress on July 24 "will reward his scandalous and destructive conduct toward our country." The group said Netanyahu "has failed to come up with a plan to end the war in Gaza" or to release all of the hostages, and has shown "contempt" for a U.S.-led proposed peace plan.
Netanyahu posted a video filmed on the northern border with Lebanon, stating that Israel will "achieve victory, nothing less." The Israeli leader was visiting reservists from the 55th Brigade, which his office said was working to boost fitness and evaluate plans for a possible conflict with Lebanon. "They are determined and devoted to the mission -- to defend the country and achieve victory, nothing less," Netanyahu said in Hebrew at the end of his visit, which also included his chief of staff, military secretary and several senior Israel Defense Forces officers.
Rep. Jamaal Bowman (D-N.Y.) lost his reelection bid in a Democratic primary race dominated by debate over Israel and Gaza. Bowman, who has long been critical of Israel's treatment of Palestinians, angered some Jewish constituents and attracted the ire of local and national pro-Israel groups when, in the immediate aftermath of the Oct. 7 massacre, he called for a cease-fire and accused Israel of genocide. Westchester County Executive George Latimer, Bowman's opponent in the primary for New York's 16th Congressional District, received significant financial backing from the American Israel Public Affairs Committee. The race was the most expensive House primary in history.
At least 37,718   people have been killed and 86,377 injured in Gaza since the war started, according to the Gaza Health Ministry. It does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates that about 1,200 people were killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack, including more than 300 soldiers, and it says 314 soldiers have been killed since the start of its military operations in Gaza.
Karen DeYoung, Colby Itkowitz, Louisa Loveluck, Jennifer Hassan and Sarah Dadouch contributed to this report.
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Closed-door espionage trial of U.S. journalist kicks off in Russia
Evan Gershkovich, who the U.S. says is wrongfully detained, was arrested on a reporting trip over a year ago in Russia and faces 20 years in prison if convicted.
By Francesca Ebel | 2024-06-26

U.S. journalist Evan Gershkovich's espionage trial in Russia began in Yekaterinburg on June 26, 15 months after he was arrested while on a reporting trip.


The closed-door trial of American journalist Evan Gershkovich began in the Russian city of Yekaterinburg on Wednesday, 15 months after he was arrested and charged with espionage while on a reporting trip.
The case marks the first time since the Cold War that an American journalist has been put on trial on accusations of espionage in Russia. Gershkovich appeared calm in court Wednesday, smiling and nodding at colleagues who had traveled to Yekaterinburg -- almost 900 miles east of Moscow -- to report on the opening moments of the trial. Gershkovich's head had been shaved, as is typical for prisoners in the Russian penitentiary system.
Russian prosecutors announced earlier this month that they had finalized an indictment and had "established and documented" that Gershkovich had "collected secret information" about the Uralvagonzavod military factory in the Yekaterinburg region in Russia while "on assignment from the CIA." Following Wednesday's hearing, court prosecutor Mikhail Ozdoev made a brief statement, alleging that Gershkovich had "performed illegal actions in secret."
While Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov has said that Gershkovich was caught "red-handed," no evidence has ever been made public.
Gershkovich, the White House and his employer, the Wall Street Journal, have deemed the charges baseless. If convicted, he faces up to 20 years in prison.
"Evan has never been employed by the United States government. Evan is not a spy. Journalism is not a crime, and Evan should never have been tried in the first place," said John Kirby, the national security spokesman for the White House.
Gershkovich, 32, who had worked as an accredited journalist in Russia for six years, has been in pretrial detention at the Lefortovo prison in Moscow since his arrest in March 2023.

Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich attends a hearing in his trial inside an enclosure for defendants in Yekaterinburg, Russia, on Wednesday. (Natalia Kolesnikova/AFP/Getty Images)


His case was transferred this month to a court in Yekaterinburg, where Gershkovich was initially arrested, and he was moved to a detention center in the city. As is typical for espionage cases in Russia, the trial will remain closed to the public and is expected to last several months.
Last year, the State Department declared Gershkovich and former U.S. Marine Paul Whelan, who was arrested in 2018 on similar charges, to be wrongfully detained, a designation that commits the federal government to work for their release. The Kremlin has signaled that it is open to the possibility of trading Gershkovich for high-value Russian nationals jailed abroad once a verdict is delivered.
Russian President Vladimir Putin told American right-wing talk show host Tucker Carlson in February during his first interview with a Western media figure since the 2022 invasion of Ukraine that "an agreement can be reached" with the United States to free Gershkovich. During the interview, Putin indicated that he wanted to secure the release of Vadim Krasikov, an alleged Russian intelligence agent convicted of the murder of a Chechen dissident in Berlin in 2019.
When again pressed on the subject during an interview with international reporters in April, Putin said that U.S. and Russian authorities continued to "maintain contacts on this issue."
"I know that the U.S. administration is taking energetic steps to secure his release. It's true. Such issues are not decided by mass media, they prefer a discreet, calm and professional approach and dialogue between security services," he said. "And they certainly should be decided on the basis of reciprocity."
U.S. Embassy officials said that they were given brief access to Gershkovich ahead of the proceedings and were at the court.
"Russian authorities have failed to provide any evidence supporting the charges against him, failed to justify his continued detention, and failed to explain why Evan's work as a journalist constitutes a crime," the embassy statement said after the hearing. "His case is not about evidence, procedural norms, or the rule of law. It is about the Kremlin using American citizens to achieve its political objectives. Russia should stop using individuals like Evan Gershkovich or Paul Whelan as bargaining chips."
In response, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov said on Wednesday that the U.S. government's "attempts to politicize" the case were "counterproductive," dismissing a question about a potential prisoner exchange.
"We recently emphasized more than once ... that the U.S. administration, which is showing such interest and such active involvement in his fate, should seriously consider the signals that they in Washington have received via relevant channels," Ryabkov said. "They should not brush them aside as they normally do, but think about the essence of these signals."
Kremlin spokesman Peskov, meanwhile, declined to comment on the trial and echoed Putin's comments on potential prisoner swap negotiations.
"No, we can't talk about any signals at the moment. We can only repeat that this topic likes silence," he told reporters at a daily briefing. "We know that this topic is very high-profile in the United States, but it is not so high-profile inside our country. The investigation is underway, the trial is underway, and we must wait for the verdict to be delivered."
After Wednesday's hearing, Gershkovich's family released a statement describing the period since their son's arrest as "extraordinarily painful for Evan and family." Last year, Gershkovich's parents -- Soviet-born emigrants to the United States -- traveled to Russia to attend two of their son's appeals.
"We miss our son and just want him home," read the statement. "We're deeply disappointed that he will have to endure further attempts to discredit him."
In her own statement ahead of Wednesday's trial, Wall Street Journal editor in chief Emma Tucker described the case as "a travesty of justice that already has gone on for far too long."
"When his case comes before a judge this week, it will not be a trial as we understand it, with a presumption of innocence and a search for the truth," she wrote. "It will be held in secret. No evidence has been unveiled. And we already know the conclusion: This bogus accusation of espionage will inevitably lead to a bogus conviction for an innocent man who would then face up to 20 years in prison for simply doing his job. And an excellent job he was doing, at that."
Gershkovich's next hearing is set for Aug. 13.
Tyler Page contributed to this report.
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U.N.-approved, Kenya-led security force finally arrives in Haiti
The United States has recruited countries and led funding and logistics for the mission, but President Biden says he won't send U.S. forces.
By Widlore Merancourt, Amanda Coletta | 2024-06-26

Kenyan police at their base during a visit by Haitian Prime Minister Garry Conille in Port-au-Prince on Wednesday. The first contingent of U.N.-backed foreign police arrived the previous day. (Marckinson Pierre/AP)


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti -- A first contingent of 400 Kenyan police officers arrived in Haiti on Tuesday morning, more than 18 months after then-Prime Minister Ariel Henry first asked the United Nations to send a security force to restore order to this violence-racked nation.
The goal of the force: to wrest the country back from the heavily armed gangs that control more than 80 percent of the capital, inflicting some of the worst violence it has seen in decades, and to allow authorities to hold new elections for president and the National Assembly.
"You are undertaking a vital mission that transcends borders and cultures," Kenyan President William Ruto told the officers Monday. "Your presence in Haiti will bring hope and relief to communities torn apart by violence and ravaged by disorder."
This Caribbean nation of 12 million, beset by political corruption, gang violence, natural disasters and poverty, has suffered a long history of foreign interventions. Many have done more to destabilize the country than to restore order. Officials have pledged that this mission, which could grow to 2,500 officers, won't repeat those errors. Critics are skeptical.
Here's what you need to know.

A girl walks past the burned remains of a vehicle on her way to school in Port-au-Prince this month. (Clarens Siffroy/AFP/Getty Images)


Armed gangs have long had a presence in Haiti, but in the power vacuum left by the still-unsolved 2021 assassination of President Jovenel Moise, they have grown in power and influence.
Gangs wounded or killed more than 2,500 people in the first three months of 2024 alone, U.N. officials say, and their campaign of rape, kidnapping and other terror has forced nearly 580,000 people from their homes. They have outgunned police here, prompting civilian vigilantes to try to take them on in some cases.
The violence has worsened the humanitarian crisis in the hemisphere's poorest country. Gangs this year have blocked the flow of aid, taken control of fuel terminals and laid siege to airports and seaports in a country that is heavily dependent on imports.
Henry asked for an international security force to restore order in October 2022. The United States helped to write the U.N. Security Council resolution authorizing the force but struggled to find a country willing to lead it. Several countries approached by Washington, including Canada, declined.
Kenya stepped forward last July, casting the effort as aligned with its "commitment to Pan Africanism." The Security Council approved the mission in October, but legal challenges in Kenya and financing and logistical challenges delayed its deployment.
The Security Council authorized a one-year mission, to be reviewed after nine months.
The effort gained urgency in February, when several gangs set aside their grievances with one another to break open prisons, shut down the international airport and attack the main seaport.
Henry, who at the time was in Kenya firming up the details of the mission, was unable to return to Haiti. He resigned, and a transitional government appointed former UNICEF official Garry Conille as Haiti's new prime minister.

Kenyan security forces arrive in Port-au-Prince on Tuesday as part of a U.N.-approved mission to restore order in Haiti. (Ralph Tedy Erol/Reuters)


This is not a traditional peacekeeping mission. It is governed by Chapter 7 of the U.N. Charter, which is often invoked to approve the use of force, but it's financed by a trust fund to which countries may contribute. The fund has reached $21 million -- far less than the $600 million that authorities say is needed.
Several of Haiti's Caribbean neighbors, including the Bahamas, Barbados, Belize and Jamaica, have notified U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres of their intention to participate, as have Bangladesh, Benin and Chad. Some have pledged police officers; others have promised troops.
Canada and France have contributed funding. Canada deployed 150 troops to Jamaica this year to train roughly 300 Caribbean security force members for the mission.

A U.S. Air Force transport plane is unloaded Saturday on the tarmac of Toussaint Louverture International Airport in Port-au-Prince. (Roberto Schmidt/AFP/Getty Images)


The United States backed Henry's call for the international force and co-sponsored the Security Council resolution that authorized it, but it never considered sending troops.
"We concluded that for the United States to deploy forces in the hemisphere just raises all kinds of questions that can be easily misrepresented about what we're trying to do," President Biden said last month.
Still, it's hard to imagine the mission coming together without U.S. involvement. The United States has led the way in providing logistical and financial support, setting up a base of operations in Port-au-Prince and pledging $300 million from the State and Defense departments.
Congressional Republicans held up some of the State Department funding, citing a lack of transparency about the force's rules of engagement. But Biden used his drawdown authority to circumvent the obstacle.
Initially, the force will be "static," focused on protecting key infrastructure such as airports and seaports and clearing the way for aid, Leslie Voltaire, a member of Haiti's transitional presidential council, told The Washington Post. As the force grows, he said, it will become more "dynamic," working with Haitian police to pacify neighborhoods.
Just how static or dynamic the force will be has been closely watched in Haiti. A suggestion by Kenyan officials last year that the mission would focus on protecting infrastructure drew concern and sharp criticism in Haiti, where people want relief from the gangs.
Carlos Hercule, Haiti's justice minister, told The Post that Haitian authorities, including the police and the armed forces, will determine where the force operates and what its mission will be.
Haiti has endured a long history of foreign intervention. In one example, President Woodrow Wilson responded to the 1915 assassination of a Haitian leader by ordering U.S. Marines into Port-au-Prince. They occupied the country for the next 19 years.
During that period, U.S. authorities declared martial law and subjected Haitians to corvee -- forced, unpaid labor -- for public building projects. To Haitians, it was slavery. But rebellions were swiftly put down; Marines and the U.S.-trained Gendarmerie killed thousands of Haitians.
More recently, a U.N. peacekeeping mission from 2004 to 2017 had some success restraining the gangs. But it was overshadowed by a cholera outbreak in 2010 believed to have been caused when peacekeepers disposed of sewage improperly. It killed more than 10,000 people.
Rights groups, meanwhile, have raised concerns about repeating other mistakes. Kenya's police forces speak neither French nor Haitian Creole, have little familiarity with Port-au-Prince's urban geography and have drawn criticism for abuses at home.
Ana Piquer, Americas director at Amnesty International, urged authorities to ensure that there is a mechanism for Haitians to report abuses. Previous missions have been tarnished by "rampant impunity," she said, and a similar "misstep" this time "would be devastating."
The agreement between Kenya and Haiti shields Kenyans who are alleged to have violated ethics policies and other directives from prosecution in Haiti. They are instead to be arrested by the mission commander and referred to their country of origin for "appropriate disciplinary measures," according to a copy of the document obtained by The Post. Hercule said this is "standard" for such missions.
"Someone in the component who has committed an offense must answer to their home country," he said. "They do not enjoy immunity, but have a jurisdictional privilege."
The force will have to contend with gangs that are better armed and more sophisticated than their predecessors. Some have grown so powerful that they no longer require the protection of Haiti's political and business elite.
Analysts have also raised concerns about the mission and its organizers sidelining Haitians.
The Global Initiative Against Transnational International Crime noted a "concerning" lack of "clarity" and the "absence of a dialogue between the key actors, the Haitian authorities, civil society and the international community."
Some gang leaders have threatened to respond to the arrival of the force with violence. Jimmy Cherizier, the former police officer who leads the powerful G9 alliance of gangs, called on Conille to engage in "dialogue" with them.
"We are watching you," Cherizier, who goes by the nickname BBQ, said in a video this month. "If we see you doing serious things, we will stay out of your way. ... But if you do the same things, our guns are already in our hands. There's no prison for us, only death."
Conille was asked about the call for "dialogue" on Tuesday. "Surrender the guns," he said at a news conference here. "Recognize the authority of the Haitian state before any other disposition."
Voltaire, the member of Haiti's transitional presidential council, told The Post there is no plan for an amnesty for gang members.
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Australia welcomes Julian Assange home amid warnings about press freedom
There was broad bipartisan support at home for Assange's release, but some politicians also noted that press freedom has worsened in recent years.
By Michael E. Miller | 2024-06-26

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange embraced his wife and father upon arriving in Canberra, Australia, on June 26, after his release.


CANBERRA, Australia -- Julian Assange stepped out of his chartered airplane and paused for a moment, taking a breath of chilly Canberra evening air. Then the Australian founder of WikiLeaks raised his fist triumphantly and stepped onto home soil for the first time in more than a decade, waving to his supporters as he crossed the tarmac before at last embracing his wife as a free man.
Australians had waited for his arrival with a mixture of joy and relief on Wednesday as politicians across party lines welcomed what they said was his long-overdue release and as Assange's ardent supporters celebrated his freedom.
Earlier, a small crowd had gathered outside the U.S. Consulate in Sydney, drinking champagne from plastic cups and holding signs featuring Assange, who was free after pleading guilty to one U.S. charge of violating the Espionage Act and being sentenced to time served.
But none were happier than Assange's relatives, many of whom have not seen the WikiLeaks founder in almost 15 years. Assange's father, John Shipton, told local media he was "doing cartwheels" of joy, while his mother, Christine Assange, said the saga had "taken a toll on me as a mother."
Assange's wife, Stella, and their two sons, ages 5 and 7, also traveled here from their home in London -- the boys unaware that they were about to see their father outside a prison for the first time.

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange pleaded guilty June 26 to one count of violating the Espionage Act in a U.S. federal court in Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands.


The deal was the result of two years of behind-the-scenes exhortations from Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, who had privately and publicly urged President Biden to allow Assange's release.
"This is not something that has happened in the last 24 hours. This is something that has been considered, patient, worked through in a calibrated way, which is how Australia conducts ourselves internationally," Albanese said Wednesday. "I have been very clear as both the Labor leader and ... as prime minister that regardless of the views people have about Mr. Assange's activities, the case has dragged on for too long. There is nothing to be gained by his continued incarceration, and we want him brought home to Australia."
Even some of Assange's fiercest critics said it was a relief for the international saga to be over. "Assange is no hero, but it is a welcome thing that this has finally come to an end," opposition Sen. James Paterson told Sky News.
Amid the emotions, however, were worries over what Assange's plea deal -- entered during a brief morning pit stop in the Northern Mariana Islands, a U.S. territory -- means for press freedom, around the world and in Australia, a nation where journalists and whistleblowers have endured setbacks recently.
Assange maintained in court Wednesday that he was a journalist and that he thought what he was doing, in publishing an avalanche of classified U.S. government information, was protected by the First Amendment, contending that the right to free speech contradicted the Espionage Act.
Andrew Wilkie, an independent member of Parliament, warned it was "a really alarming precedent" for a journalist to be prosecuted in this way. "I think it sends a chill down the spine of journalists worldwide that this precedent has been set."
Barnaby Joyce, a conservative member of Parliament who campaigned for Assange's release, said he didn't like Assange but that the issue was "extraterritoriality."
"Imagine if someone from the United States who did something that wasn't a crime in the United States happened to be in England and the next thing you know is being sent to Australia to serve 175 years in jail," he said. "I imagine you'd see one of these U.S. nuclear [submarines] off our harbor, saying, 'Don't do that.'"
While Australians have long supported Assange, who grew up here before launching WikiLeaks in 2006 and becoming internationally famous in 2010 after publishing files about the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the United States' prosecution fed into fears some have in Australia over the deepening ties between the two nations.
Canberra and Washington have grown increasingly close in recent years, brought together by a concern over China's growing aggression in the region, with Australia agreeing to host a rotating force of U.S. Marines in Darwin and more recently forming the "AUKUS" pact along with the United Kingdom. The United States has agreed to provide its ally with nuclear-powered submarines and increase military interoperability, sparking concerns here that Australia could be drawn into a future conflict.
That was affecting sentiment about Assange, said Antony Loewenstein, an Australian journalist who has known Assange since WikiLeaks was founded and campaigned for his release.

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange leaves the United States Courthouse in Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands, on Wednesday after pleading guilty to an espionage charge. (Chung Sung-Jun/Getty Images)


"In Australia, it's not just about whether he's a journalist who's been wrongfully imprisoned," he said. "It's also about this weird unresolved issue of this unhealthy relationship between Australia and the United States."
For many people here in his home country, the question now is whether the 52-year-old will resume his role as the public face of WikiLeaks or whether the physical and mental toll of the last 14 years will dim his profile.
Outside the courthouse in Saipan, his attorneys suggested that Assange would return to the public fray. "Mr. Assange, I have no doubt, will be a continuing force for freedom of speech and transparency in government," said Barry Pollack, his American lawyer.
In some ways, Australia could prove a challenging -- or perhaps ripe -- place for the transparency activist. It is arguably the most secretive liberal democracy in the world, said Johan Lidberg, head of journalism at Monash University in Melbourne, and Australia has been criticized recently for its treatment of both whistleblowers and journalists.
The country has fallen in press freedom rankings after a federal police raid on the public broadcaster in 2019 -- under the previous conservative government -- over an Afghan war crimes investigation and amid high-profile defamation suits against journalists. A war crimes whistleblower was recently sentenced to five years in prison, and another whistleblower will soon go on trial.
Albanese has promised to bolster whistleblower protection laws but so far his government has not delivered, said Monique Ryan, another independent member of Parliament who was part of a cross-party delegation to Washington last year to press for Assange's release.
"It's incredibly important that journalists in Australia and internationally are able to report on facts," she said. "The feeling of most Australians is that is what [Assange] did: he brought to light some inconvenient truths that embarrassed world powers."

People celebrate the release of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange at the British Consulate in Melbourne, Australia, on Tuesday. (Asanka Brendon Ratnayake/Reuters)


Polls have consistently shown public support for Assange in Australia, said Emma Shortis, an expert at the Australia Institute think tank who has written about the U.S.-Australia relationship. But that support has swelled in recent years as Australians across the political spectrum felt that Assange's treatment was unfair.
"When he was dragged out of the Ecuadorian embassy and put into Belmarsh prison in London, I think that's when support really increased," said Lidberg. "That's when it went from a journalism issue to a human rights issue."
Australia, which likes to think of itself as the land of the "fair go," was largely fed up with Assange's ongoing ordeal, he said.
Political support for his release has also grown. Albanese called for Assange's freedom before his election in 2022, and Assange's family lobbied members of both Australia's Parliament and the U.S. Congress. Albanese himself pressed Biden on the issue multiple times, including during his White House visit in October. In April, Biden said he was "considering" the request.
Assange's release marks a diplomatic win for Albanese, Shortis said. Ryan and Wilkie agreed the prime minister deserved credit. Joyce concurred, but warned that the government risked showing too much support to Assange.
"If it starts turning into a bachelor and spinster ball, that's no good," he said.
Despite the broad political backing for Assange's return, it's unlikely that he'll be the toast of Canberra, said Loewenstein. WikiLeaks' release of diplomatic cables in 2010 embarrassed politicians in the United States and Australia. Albanese refused to say whether he would meet Assange, but said he'd called him when he landed to welcome him home. Assange told the prime minister that landing in the Australian capital was a "surreal and happy moment," Albanese said.
Assange's family also seemed pleasantly stunned that he was finally home.
"Staggering, isn't it?" Assange's father said amid a sea of supporters at the hotel where the family was staying Wednesday night. "To think that all of us hanging around on street corners for the last five years actually moved three governments: the U.K., Australia and the United States. Fantastic. It makes you believe in miracles."
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Walgreens to shutter many stores as profits tumble
The retail pharmacy giant expects to close a "significant portion" of its 8,600 U.S. locations over the next three years.
By Jaclyn Peiser | 2024-06-27

A Walgreens in Washington's Chinatown neighborhood. (Marvin Joseph/The Washington Post) 


Walgreens will close a "significant portion" of its 8,600 U.S. locations over the next three years as it struggles to keep up with a rapidly evolving retail pharmacy industry, the company announced Thursday.
"We are at a point where the current pharmacy model is not sustainable and the challenges in our operating environment require we approach the market differently," Walgreens chief executive Timothy Wentworth said Thursday during the company's quarterly earnings call. "We do not expect an improvement in the U.S. retail environment."
The Deerfield, Ill.- based pharmacy giant said 25 percent of its stores are underperforming and will be considered for closure. The majority of employees will be moved to other stores, Wentworth said.
While the company did not identify specific locations to close, the scope of the move could put more Americans at risk of living in pharmacy deserts.
Over the last two years, the nation's largest pharmacy chains have been closing stores. Since February, Walgreens has closed 484 stores in the United States. Rite Aid, which filed for bankruptcy last year, has closed more than 500 stores. CVS has closed about 300 stores this year after announcing in 2021 that it would shutter 900 stores across three years.
Pharmacies can be lifelines in rural or low-income areas, particularly in food deserts -- areas that have limited access to healthy and affordable food. Pharmacists are often the most accessible health-care professional for these communities.
In addition to drugs and other health-care items, retail pharmacy chains rely on sales of food and other goods. But consumers have been shying away from discretionary purchases over the past year.
Wentworth, echoing what some other retail businesses have said this year, described inflation-weary customers as "increasingly selective and price-sensitive in their purchases."
Retail sales for Walgreens fell 4 percent in the most recent quarter compared to the same period last year. Overall revenue, including its United Kingdom pharmacy chain Boots, increased 2.6 percent. While it's a modest increase, it represents a loss of market share to competitors who grew faster, said Neil Saunders, managing director of GlobalData.
"Walgreens has been losing front-of-store customers for a while now, and this long-established trend has been exacerbated by the cost-of-living crisis, which has seen customers curtailing the volume of products they buy and shopping around more for the best deals and bargains," Saunders said.
Walgreens's uncompetitive pricing has been an obstacle for the chain, he added.
Wentworth said the company is investing in targeted promotions and price cuts, "but they weigh on near-term profitability as we refine our approach."
Walgreens, which lowered its profit forecast for the year, plans to shake up its store assortment, back away from its primary-care business and build out its loyalty rewards program.
The company plans to expand its private label and shave down its brand offerings to just those that "are helping us win," Wentworth said. In the last quarter, the chain removed eight national brands from its health and wellness categories, replacing them with Walgreens-branded items. The company will also lean into same-day delivery.
Retrenchment has been a long time coming in national pharmacy chains, retail analysts say. A comedown from pandemic-era sales of coronavirus vaccines, at-home test kits and other products hurt profits. The industry also has suffered from increased competition, changing consumer behaviors, retail crime, staffing shortages and underinvestment in stores.
At the same time, chains are seeing dwindling margins on medications, thanks in large part to pharmacy benefit managers, which negotiate with insurers, pharmacies and drugmakers over coverage of certain prescriptions, the price of prescriptions and pharmacies' reimbursement rates.
Improvements in the pharmacy is another priority for the company, Wentworth said. Pharmacists at the nation's largest chains have been outspoken about the working conditions behind the counter. Hundreds have walked off the job over the past year, alleging that company mandates are putting employees and patients at risk.
Hannah Ziegler contributed to this report.
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NTSB scolds Boeing for sharing Alaska Airlines accident information
The National Transportation Safety Board said Boeing faces sanctions for sharing "non-public" information about the Alaska Airlines door plug blowout with the media. 
By Lori Aratani | 2024-06-27

Elizabeth Lund, senior vice president overseeing quality control and quality assurance efforts at Boeing, briefed reporters this week about the Alaska Air incident in January. (Jennifer Buchanan/AFP/Getty Images) 


Federal officials scolded Boeing Thursday in an unusual public display of frustration after the aerospace company this week shared details of its investigation into a midair door panel blowout aboard an Alaska Airlines 737 Max jet.
The NTSB said it will no longer share investigation information with Boeing. It said it will subpoena the company to appear at two days of hearings on the accident scheduled for August.
Boeing shared some details of its review into the January accident during a media briefing at the Renton, Wash., campus where the company completes final assembly on its 737 Max aircraft. The company had invited members of the media for a series of briefings ahead of the Farmborough International Airshow next month.
Companies and organizations that are part of NTSB probes sign agreements not to publicly reveal information about the investigations. "As a party to many NTSB investigations over the past decades, few entities know the rules better than Boeing," the NTSB said in a statement.
"We deeply regret that some of our comments, intended to make clear our responsibility in the accident and explain the actions we are taking, overstepped the NTSB's role as the source of investigative information," Boeing said in a statement Thursday. "We apologize to the NTSB and stand ready to answer any questions as the agency continues its investigation."
The sanctions are yet another black eye for Boeing which has struggled to recover from a seemingly endless onslaught of troubling headlines. Last week, David Calhoun, Boeing's chief executive appeared before a Senate subcommittee where he was repeatedly blasted for his leadership of the aerospace giant. And this week, there were reports that federal prosecutors are recommending to senior Justice Department officials that Boeing face criminal charges in connection with fatal crashes in 2018 and 2019 that killed 346 people.
Elizabeth Lund, senior vice president overseeing quality control and quality assurance efforts at Boeing, briefed reporters Tuesday about the accident and steps that the company was taking to prevent other quality-control lapses.
Lund told reporters that Boeing realized that the jet's fuselage was damaged when it arrived at the Renton factory but continued to move through the final assembly process while the company and Spirit AeroSystems, the contractor that builds the part, deliberated on what should be done about five nonconforming rivets. Lund said the airplane was at the end of the production line when it was determined that the rivets would need to be replaced.
However, in order for that work to be done, a panel in the fuselage where a door could be located had to be removed. The plug was removed, but paperwork documenting that work was not created -- a violation of Boeing's policies, Lund said. The rivets were replaced. Another crew of Boeing workers then moved through the final process of "buttoning up" the airplane, which included closing the door plug, Lund said.
"They did not reinstall the retaining pins," she said. "That is not their job. Their job is to just close it, and they count on existing paperwork."
Lund said because the door plug seal was snug, the jet passed Boeing's own flight test and was able to be flown by Alaska Airlines for roughly 150 cycles until the January blowout. However, she emphasized that the company has taken numerous actions to prevent such an incident from ever happening again.
This is not the first time the NTSB has called Boeing out during the months-long investigation into the months-long probe into the Jan. 5 accident.
Boeing had pledged full transparency with investigators, but at a hearing before the Senate Commerce, Science and Transportation Committee in March, NTSB Chair Jennifer Homendy publicly chastised the company for failing to provide key information to investigators including the names of those involved in removing and reinstalling the door panel.
NTSB officials also said that they will coordinate with the Department of Justice's criminal division to provide any details they discover that may be relevant to the ongoing criminal probe into the door plug blowout.
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Work Advice: My younger colleague is doing the same work for more pay
A reader who learned she's making 20 percent less than a younger peer doing the same job debates taking another job elsewhere.
By Karla Miller | 2024-06-27

(iStock)


Reader: A few months ago, I joined a global company with a reputation for being a nice place to work with good people.
My co-worker "Jane" started on the same day I did and is 20 years younger (she's under 40 and I'm in my late 50s). She just shared that she's making 20 percent more than I am for the same job and benefits. We're both women and both work from home, although with different territories under different managers.
This didn't sit well with me, but I assumed she just negotiated a better deal. I had my reasons for making the deal I made, and I just need to hit it out of the park this year and look for other jobs within the company. Then I consulted someone on the employee council and was told: "Yeah, that happens here."
Meanwhile, a friend approached me about a role at her new company, offering a higher base salary. I'm exploring this new role, but I wouldn't be if I didn't know about the salary discrepancy between Jane and me. It's a new business with a different product.
Assuming I get an offer from the new company, what's my ethical responsibility to my current employer, and how do I balance that with my responsibility to myself? Would it be dangerous to mention the salary discrepancy to my manager and give him the chance to bring me up to par with Jane?
Karla: Sure, people doing the same job often earn a range of salaries based on intangibles such as their haggling skills, geographic pay differentials or market demand. But all else being equal, 20 percent seems a big discrepancy between two people entering the same job at the same level.
If this were early in your career and you were otherwise happy, I might say to stay in your lane and ask for a raise after a year of tail-busting, with a reminder about comparison being the thief of joy. But at this stage, you probably don't have decades to spend catching up on your earning potential.
Frankly, if there's no other job-related distinction between you and Jane, I can't help but wonder if your ages might be an underlying factor. Age discrimination is both rampant and hard to prove, but an hour's consultation with an employment lawyer would tell you whether it's worth investigating that possibility.
Otherwise, this could just be a matter of "you get what you ask for." But by that logic, if your employer was willing to pay Jane more just because she asked for it -- before she even started working -- surely they won't mind giving you more if you just ask, right?
I know, that's not how capitalism works. Salary negotiation is a "gotcha" game; you get what you ask for only at your moment of maximum leverage. Once you're locked in, conventional wisdom says the only way to get a two-digit percentage raise is to change jobs.
But a "nice place to work with good people" might have a more flexible outlook. What you owe your employer, if anything, is an opportunity to do right by you before you bail.
Start by just asking. "My research indicates that my salary seems to be at the low end of the range [employer] pays for this position. What would you need to see from me to justify an additional X percent within the next year?" No, you shouldn't have to offer more work, but it's a diplomatic and effective way to keep the discussion open.
Avoid naming Jane at this stage. She's done you a favor by revealing her private pay information; don't repay that by dragging her into the discussion unless it becomes necessary.
If just asking doesn't work, ask again later with leverage in the form of a better job offer. But don't pull this trigger until Job B has made an official offer that you are ready and willing to accept. Also, make sure you've done your due diligence on Job B so you don't end up highly paid but miserable.
If Job B is at your friend's company and you value her friendship, do your best to avoid misleading her. Be transparent with her about your business motives so she doesn't take the outcome personally and put herself out further than is prudent for your sake.
Pro tip: Check out the Work Smart salary negotiation courses from the American Association of University Women (AAUW.org) to help you find the appropriate wording when speaking up for yourself.
Speaking of jumping to a bad Job B, here's an update from our reader who recently wondered why his old company rejected his attempts to get rehired. After he tried without success to get a response from his former manager, another ex-colleague clued him in that people who left that company were "dead" to management.
"Apparently the managers were overheard making jokes about my wanting to come back," he said in an email. And the colleague who had said the company was looking to hire "boomerang" employees? "Just naive, I'm afraid."
Ouch. But while the door at his former employer has closed, his extensive network has opened another: He said he is "in final stages for a new role at a company that will be a good fit."
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What are Donald Trump's plans for the economy?
 Experts caution some of his proposals would raise inflation or harm the labor market. 
By Rachel Siegel | 2024-06-27
"Inflation is a disaster."
"We're going to take jobs out of China and bring jobs back to Michigan."
"Our economy is going to hell."
Former president Donald Trump has made promises for a stronger economy core to his campaign message. The presumptive Republican nominee routinely slams President Biden's record -- although the economy is booming by many measures -- to argue that jobs, inflation and overall growth were all much better when he was in the White House.
In stump speeches or off-the-cuff remarks, Trump is rarely specific about how he would make good on his promises. Some of his proposals might not be supported by Congress or hold up in court. But he has broadly outlined his economic priorities -- some of which experts say would worsen inflation or deal a blow to the labor market.
The Biden campaign certainly thinks so. In a statement, campaign spokesman James Singer said another Trump term would "bring economic chaos and send inflation skyrocketing," and that the Republican's agenda would only benefit "his billionaire donors." In contrast, Singer said, Biden wants to lower costs, protect programs like Social Security and Medicare and create "more opportunity for every American."
Here's a rundown of some of Trump's proposals.
Trade disputes were a hallmark of Trump's first term. Now Trump describes constructing a "ring" around the U.S. economy, including through tariffs of at least 10 percent on any imported goods. That plan would target more than $3 trillion in annual commerce.
Trump has also threatened a 100 percent tariff on any imports of electric vehicles made in Mexico by Chinese firms, despite the trade agreement he reached with Mexico and Canada in 2018.
He has also proposed hoisting import duties on China as high as 60 percent. That could raise prices on more than $5 trillion in goods between 2026 and 2035, while also bringing in an additional $2 trillion in government revenue, according to the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget.
During a meeting with House Republicans in mid-June, Trump floated the possibility of replacing the income tax with a universal tariff. He offered no other specifics, but in principle, the idea would pose a major disruption to the U.S. economy while bolstering the wealth of the richest Americans.
Trump has also suggested exempting tipped wages from taxes. The pitch came during a campaign rally in Las Vegas and was seen by many as an attempt to woo the state's crucial bloc of hospitality workers. The untested idea would benefit tipped workers over hourly workers or other low-wage employees, and possibly give them an avenue to avoid other taxes like for Social Security or Medicare. But it would require congressional approval and probably cut federal revenue by billions of dollars per year.
In a closed-door meeting with business executives this month, Trump also floated lowering the corporate tax rate from its current level of 21 percent. Trump's 2017 tax law cut the corporate rate from 35 percent, though Trump at the time wanted to lower it to 15 percent. (Privately, Trump's advisers also have discussed a second round of corporate tax cuts.)
Part of the campaign's thinking is that the revenue the government would lose from tax cuts could be replaced through hefty tariffs. In turn, the tax cuts would help offset any costs that are pushed higher by the tariffs.
Trump's team is focused also on preserving his 2017 tax cuts -- including at the higher brackets, a split with Biden. Any extension of any of the cuts would require congressional approval because much of that law is due to expire next year. He has also touted cutting taxes for working-class families and small businesses. Stephen Moore, an outside economic adviser to Trump, told The Washington Post he and others have also discussed a cut to the payroll tax, which funds Social Security and Medicare, as a main way to give relief to the middle class. Moore said those discussions were preliminary and that Trump had not signed off on the idea.
Trump has made strict immigration restrictions core to his promise of a stronger U.S. economy, arguing that immigrant workers reduce wages for everyone and take jobs from native-born Americans. He says a crackdown could involve mass deportations, detention camps and an expanded border wall.
That would have major implications for the entire job market, and deal a particular blow to key industries like construction and agriculture, which are still struggling with worker shortages after the pandemic.
Trump has been much less explicit on any potential changes to legal immigration. But during his first term, he blocked the entry of several categories of foreign workers and sharply cut down on categories of green card eligibility. Many business leaders -- especially in sectors like hospitality and agriculture, which depend heavily on temporary visa holders -- worry Trump would limit available visas again.
Trump pushed steel and aluminum tariffs in his first term, which he claimed would help spur an industrial renaissance and bolster U.S. manufacturing.
Those moves were criticized by many automakers and manufacturers at the time. And more generally, many economists and nonpartisan researchers argue tariffs end up weighing on the budgets of U.S. households and businesses and costing jobs.
More recently, Trump has eyed clawbacks to much of Biden's Inflation Reduction Act, which aimed to spark new investments in green energy that could also revive domestic manufacturing. The campaign has described doing away with subsidies for electric vehicles, though many carmakers have poured money into EVs. Meanwhile, major business and energy groups worry a second Trump term could jeopardize funding for manufacturing of clean energy technologies and gut provisions like hydrogen and carbon capture tax credits.
During his first term, Trump publicly lashed out at the Fed for not doing enough to stimulate the economy with lower interest rates. (The central bank did eventually drop rates to near 0 percent early in 2020, but that was because of the pandemic emergency.) Many of his attacks focused on Jerome H. Powell, Trump's own pick for Fed chair, whom Biden renominated. Powell's term is up in 2026.
The Fed closely guards an independence from politics, which officials view as essential to its reputation and effectiveness. Yet many Fed watchers expect Trump would encroach on the central bank's independence in a second term, and might explore replacing Powell with someone more willing to bend to the White House's agenda.
Outside groups have ideas, too. Project 2025 -- which comprises hundreds of pages of proposals compiled by the conservative Heritage Foundation in preparation for a second Trump administration -- includes a section on the Fed. Its broad pitches include: eliminating the "dual mandate" -- which instructs the Fed to keep prices stable and help the job market reach full employment -- and focusing instead on "protecting the dollar and restraining inflation." The chapter also proposes curbing the Fed's role as the lender of last resort and clamping down on the Fed's attention to environmental and social issues.
Lawmakers on both sides of the aisle generally agree that the United States cannot keep Social Security and Medicare running long term without trimming benefits or finding new ways to fund the programs, like by raising taxes. But there's disagreement on how to do it, and in the past, Trump has urged Republicans not to cut programs like Society Security and Medicare.
Then in March, Trump drew attention for saying "there is a lot you can do in terms of entitlements, in terms of cutting, and in terms of, also, the theft and bad management of entitlements," during an interview with CNBC's "Squawk Box."
The campaign later clarified that Trump would be focused on getting rid of waste and fraud.
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What are President Biden's plans for the economy?
From building more houses to lowering costs for prescription drugs, much of Biden's focus is on helping the middle class.
By Rachel Siegel | 2024-06-27
President Biden is trying to  convince America that he deserves another four years in office. Key to that pitch: selling the economy.
Biden's argument focuses on being pro-consumer and pro-union -- and with an eye toward the middle class, which has been squeezed by high inflation and steep housing costs. He has also been putting a spotlight on wealthy Americans who he argues don't pay their fair share in taxes, and is intent on implementing many of the landmark pieces of legislation -- including on infrastructure and clean energy -- passed during his first term.
Many of his new proposals are only likely to become law if Democrats clinch both chambers of Congress in November. But in the meantime, Biden's campaign success also rests on  convincing voters that the economy is already performing well: The job market is booming, inflation is easing, and growth is keeping up at a steady pace. Yet three years of hot inflation and a long stretch of high interest rates have left a lot of voters with the gloomy sense that the economy isn't working for them. And many put the blame on Washington.
The Trump campaign said Biden is "proposing the largest tax hike ever" at a time of already-high inflation. Press secretary Karoline Leavitt said in a statement last week that  Donald Trump "will advocate for more tax cuts for all Americans and reinvigorate America's energy industry to bring down inflation, lower the cost of living, and pay down our debt."
Here's a rundown of some of Biden's policies.
Controlling inflation is the Federal Reserve's job, and Biden defers to the central bank to finish the task. But he also touts moves by his administration to tame -- or even lower -- costs for essentials, and he's called on Big Box corporations and grocery chains to do away with "shrinkflation," where consumers get less of a product but still pay high costs.
Much of Biden's focus has revolved around drug prices, including costs for insulin and inhalers. In his State of the Union address, Biden said Medicare should be allowed to negotiate prices for at least 50 drugs per year, up from the target of 20. Since Medicare sets prices that shape what private insurers charge, the change could lead to lower drug prices for people outside of Medicare, too.
Biden has also targeted prices at the pump, recently announcing the release of 1 million barrels of gasoline ahead of summer driving season. In 2022, when energy costs soared after Russia's invasion of Ukraine, the administration also tapped tens of millions of barrels of oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to tame prices that  shot past $5 per gallon.
Since the pandemic, soaring housing costs exposed the lack of affordable homes in America, especially for lower-income renters or people trying to buy their first home.
Biden has targeted different slices of the market. In his State of the Union, Biden proposed tax credits to offset high mortgage costs for first-time home buyers. And he has called on Congress to provide a one-year credit of up to $10,000 for families who sell their starter homes, so long as their houses are below the median price in their county. The move is intended to help boost supply of more affordable real estate.
The administration has also committed to building and preserving 2 million homes and reward local jurisdictions that reform their zoning and land-use rules. The White House has also moved to expand the availability of federal financing for construction and preservation of affordable units.
To address rent costs, Biden has also supported a new cap on how much rent can go up in certain affordable-housing units that are subsidized by the federal government.
Biden has called for raising income taxes on the richest Americans. During his State of the Union address, he also said firms should be barred from deducting the costs of paying salaries over $1 million from their federal taxes. The White House claims that plan would raise $270 billion over 10 years.
Biden also wants to increase the corporate tax rate to 28 percent. (Trump wants it lower.) And Biden wants to increase the minimum corporate tax rate on billion-dollar corporations from the 15 percent set by the Inflation Reduction Act to 21 percent.
Biden is also pushing a new tax on corporate jet travel, in part by targeting a lucrative provision that lets companies quickly deduct the cost of their planes.
Major investments to boost domestic manufacturing and clean energy technology have been a hallmark of Biden's term. A landmark infrastructure bill also allotted billions of dollars to revamp the nation's bridges, highways and more. On the campaign trail, Biden touts these projects, but he's also focused on making sure his legislation isn't undone, especially since it takes time for federal investments to yield real results. He's especially intent on selling that argument in manufacturing-heavy states that could decide the election, such as Michigan and Wisconsin.
There are already signs that incentives from the Inflation Reduction Act and the bipartisan Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act are bearing fruit, as production of electric vehicles and components such as materials and batteries ramps up. That souped-up environment is also luring business from abroad, with foreign carmakers and others signaling plans to invest in U.S. factories.
Biden's industrial policy is also core to his pledge to grow the job market even more. And it's one of the ways he contrasts himself with Trump, who pledged to boost American jobs through policies such as the ill-fated Foxconn project and high tariffs.
The pandemic exposed major cracks in the child-care system, and Biden often talks about the broader "care economy" on the campaign trail. He has continuously called to bring back the expanded child tax credit, which sent direct monthly payments to parents and reduced poverty and hunger for tens of millions of families before lapsing in 2022. (A push to revive the expansion passed the House this year but has stalled in the Senate.)
The administration has also taken steps to increase funding for child-care facilities and nursing homes, sectors that often employ women and people of color. Those moves include supporting small businesses in the child-care industry, lowering child-care costs for military families and a proposal to increase pay for Head Start teachers. Biden also routinely talks about funding for child-care providers as an essential part of keeping women -- and working mothers, in particular -- in the workforce.
Part of Biden's consumer-first message involves cracking down on large corporate mergers, being aggressive on antitrust regulation and urging companies to be more transparent in their pricing. Just last month, the Justice Department filed a sweeping lawsuit against Live Nation Entertainment, the parent company of Ticketmaster, in a push to break up the conglomerate over allegations that it had abused unrivaled power in its industry.
During Biden's tenure, federal authorities have also taken actions against a swath of companies from Big Tech firms to airlines and grocery chains. Biden also often talks about relieving consumers of  "junk fees" hidden in everyday purchases that the administration says cost Americans tens of billions of dollars each year.
The job market is still growing like gangbusters, and wages have outpaced inflation for a while now. Biden is pitching himself as a pro-union president, even joining a historic strike against the country's biggest auto manufacturers last year. Much of his argument is that a strong job market puts power in the hands of workers, not just their employers.
He's pushed for millions of gig workers to qualify as employees, rather than independent contractors, which can grant them more benefits and protections such as overtime pay and unemployment insurance. His administration has also pushed for pension funds to adopt stronger labor standards as the funds grow their holdings in private-equity firms, which have been criticized for suppressing wages, blocking unionization efforts and slashing jobs. And last year, the White House issued a new rule that extended overtime pay to an additional 3.6 million salaried white-collar workers.
Biden promised in 2020 to ease the burden of student debt for millions of borrowers. And now on the trail, he's touted certain victories, such as $167 billion in debt forgiveness allowed under his administration's policies for nearly 5 million borrowers, according to the campaign.
Some of Biden's sweeping plans were blocked by the Supreme Court. More recently, he's made pushes to expand federal student loan relief to several categories of borrowers, and eliminate up to $20,000 in accrued interest for people who owe more than they first borrowed because of interest. He also canceled an additional $7.7 billion in student loans last month.
The moves are starkly opposed by Republicans, who say the relief is a waste of taxpayer money and is unfair to those who didn't go to college or now work in high-paying professions.
Jeff Stein, Jacob Bogage, Danielle Douglas-Gabriel, Abha Bhattarai, David J. Lynch and Lauren Gurley contributed to this report.
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DEI programs toppled amid a surge of conservative lawsuits
A year after the Supreme Court struck down race-based college admissions, a campaign by conservative legal groups is forcing public and private institutions to abandon diversity programs. 
By Peter Whoriskey, Julian  Mark | 2024-06-27

A view of Harvard University's campus. In June 2023, the Supreme Court ruled that race-based college admissions at Harvard and the University of North Carolina violated the Constitution's guarantee of equal protection under the law. (Erin Clark/The Boston Globe/Getty Images)


Right-leaning public interest groups have filed a barrage of federal lawsuits intended to dismantle long-standing corporate and government programs that consider race in awarding jobs and other perks, and their litigation already is eroding the use of affirmative action in an array of American institutions.
One year after the Supreme Court struck down race-based admissions at Harvard and other schools, court rulings have forced the removal of racial preferences from two major covid relief programs, a federal contracting program that doles out $20 billion a year, and even the U.S. Minority Business Development Agency, a 55-year-old agency that was ordered in March to open its doors to all races. Meanwhile, private companies are acting preemptively, seeking to avoid litigation by terminating fellowships and executive bonus programs aimed at employing minorities.
"The goal is complete race neutrality. That is the end goal of all this litigation," said Daniel Lennington, a lawyer for the Wisconsin Institute for Law & Liberty (WILL). "It's a view of radical equality that we think is in line with the Declaration of Independence."
Encouraged by the Supreme Court's conservative majority, WILL and other groups have filed more than 100 lawsuits since 2021 challenging racial preferences and other efforts to address demographic disparities in business, government and education, according to a Washington Post tally based on news articles, law firm newsletters and interviews.
More lawsuits are in the pipeline. Through social media, the conservative legal groups are urging anyone with a gripe about racial preferences to give them a call.
"Wherever you live, if you've been treated differently because of your race, contact us!" Lennington posted on X.
Another group, Color Us United, runs a "DEI Tip Line" from its website.
And at America First Legal, former Trump adviser Stephen Miller warns in a promotional video that corporate policies "punish Americans for being White, Asian or male" and advertises a toll-free phone number to call for free legal services.

Former Trump adviser Stephen Miller's America First Legal led a successful challenge to the Biden administration's debt relief program for minority farmers. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


"If you or a loved one were denied a job, raise, promotion or professional opportunity as a result of diversity quotas, equity mandates, affirmative action or other racial preferences, we want to hear from you," Miller says, fingers pointed at the camera. "Please! Call us."
While cases of "reverse discrimination" have been brought in U.S. courts for years, the conservative campaign has been invigorated by the Supreme Court's ruling last June that race-based college admissions decisions at Harvard and the University of North Carolina violated the Constitution's guarantee of equal protection under the law.
Recent victories in court -- along with a rising volume of complaints filed in districts with conservative judges -- suggest this wave of litigation could substantially alter how American institutions handle issues of race. Even advocates of diversity programs acknowledge that some long-standing practices are endangered.
Any organization that provides a palpable benefit to a person based on race, national origin or sex now runs a potential legal risk, said Kenji Yoshino, a professor at New York University and the director of the Meltzer Center for Diversity, Inclusion and Belonging. Under the current direction of the Supreme Court, Yoshino said, it will be "virtually always illegal" for a government or private entity to use racial classifications for hiring, promotion or other benefits.
Other, more limited programs to promote diversity -- such as anti-bias training and efforts to ensure fairness in hiring -- will remain, he said, adding: "The Supreme Court is never going to complain about attempts to remove bias."
So far, the conservative groups have won their most significant victories against the federal government.
In addition to rulings against the Minority Business Development Agency and the covid relief programs, a federal judge last year ordered changes in a U.S. Small Business Administration program that offered preferences in contracting to "socially disadvantaged" individuals. After a White woman sued, the court said the agency could no longer automatically presume racial minorities fit that definition, and the agency began requiring all applicants to document their disadvantage.
"The cases are going pretty quickly and decisively against the government programs," said Jason Schwartz, an attorney at Gibson Dunn, which has set up a "DEI Resource Center" and is handling a high-profile case against the Fearless Fund, a venture capital firm that offers grants to Black female entrepreneurs.
Especially since the Harvard decision, Schwartz said, "those [government] cases are harder to defend."
Private companies, by contrast, have more legal leeway to implement diversity programs, attorneys said, and those cases have advanced more slowly. But a recent decision by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit in the Fearless Fund case may be a harbinger of the challenges ahead for private-sector diversity programs.
This month, the appeals panel blocked the firm from awarding its latest round of grants. The case -- filed in August by a group led by Edward Blum, the same activist responsible for the Harvard litigation -- could have broad implications for other race-conscious initiatives in the private sector.

Fearless Fund CEO Arian Simone, center. The venture capital firm offering grants to Black female entrepreneurs is facing court challenges. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post)


"This is the life and blood of the civil rights movement," said the Rev. Al Sharpton, a civil rights advocate following the case. If the Fearless Fund loses, "we are the generation that lost what preceding generations provided for us."
The Harvard decision has so transformed the legal landscape that some companies are abandoning diversity programs as a defensive measure even before any litigation is filed.
Lauren Hartz, an attorney at Jenner & Block who advises companies with diversity, equity and inclusion programs, said the litigation has had "a chilling effect."
"One lesson from the [court] decisions so far is that some of the qualities that can make DEI programs meaningful and effective -- like specific targets, accountability in leadership, and significant benefits reserved for the groups most in need -- are the same qualities that can make DEI programs more susceptible to legal challenge," Hartz said. "Most companies would rather not be in the position of defending against the next major lawsuit."
Polls show that Americans have nuanced views about efforts to promote diversity.
While significant majorities have favored limited DEI programs such as anti-bias training, internships and special recruitment efforts for underrepresented groups, according to a 2024 survey by The Post and Ipsos, many Americans appear to oppose explicit racial preferences in decisions about employment, promotions and college admissions.
Before the Supreme Court's Harvard ruling, nearly 2 in 3 people surveyed in a 2022 Washington Post-Schar School poll said they would support banning the use of race and ethnicity in college admissions. Similarly, a 2019 poll by Pew Research found that a majority of adults -- whether White, Black or Hispanic -- said companies should consider only a person's qualifications in hiring and promotion decisions, even if it results in a less-diverse workforce. However, poll results can shift significantly depending on the questions posed.
Amid this public ambiguity, the economic hardships of the coronavirus pandemic and the police killing of George Floyd in May 2020 inspired a fresh focus on the need for "racial equity," leading to a raft of new public and private diversity programs.
On his first day in office in January 2021, President Biden signed an order declaring that "affirmatively advancing equity, civil rights, racial justice, and equal opportunity is the responsibility of the whole of our government." Less than two months later, Biden signed the American Rescue Plan Act, a massive covid relief effort that included at least two programs offering aid dependent on the applicant's race.
One program sought to forgive federal loans issued to farmers who were racial minorities. The other program, worth $28.6 billion, provided restaurateurs with as much as $10 million to recover their pandemic losses, giving priority to restaurants owned by women, veterans, and "socially and economically disadvantaged" individuals.
But a backlash soon followed. Together, the two covid programs provoked 14 lawsuits -- the beginning of the current wave.
Most of the cases tallied by The Post were funded by a dozen conservative legal groups, many of them regional nonprofits with relatively small budgets. The Milwaukee-based WILL, for example, reported just $3.6 million in revenue in 2023, the most recent year for which information is available.
America First Legal, which has cultivated a national profile, burst onto the scene in 2021 with a successful challenge to the Biden administration's debt relief program for minority farmers. But other groups have been around for years, including the Pacific Legal Foundation in Sacramento, the Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression in Philadelphia and the National Center for Public Policy Research in Washington.
Those groups have seen a steady uptick in contributions from donors eager to test the waters since President Donald Trump's appointment of three conservative Supreme Court justices. Between 2017 and 2022, funding to 10 of the most active groups nearly quadrupled, from just over $35 million to more than $135 million, according to a Post tally based on their most recent tax disclosures.

Frank Paul Lukacs of Virginia protests against affirmative action policies outside the Supreme Court on Oct. 31, 2022, on the day the high court heard oral arguments in the case. (Eric Lee for The Washington Post)


These groups generally are not required to disclose the source of their donations. But some of the largest appear to be donor-advised funds such as Donors Trust and the Bradley Impact Fund, tax-exempt organizations that grant money at the recommendation of donors who receive tax breaks for their contributions. As tax-exempt organizations, donor-advised funds also are generally not obligated to disclose their donors.
Lawson Bader, president and CEO of Donors Trust, an Alexandria, Va., nonprofit that held nearly $1.4 billion in assets as of 2022, acknowledged a growing interest in funding these legal groups.
"There has been an increase in the creation of public interest litigation firms at the state level, and conservatives have been engaged in this space for some time," Bader said in an email. "I think the general attitude is 'more' might be accomplished via legal challenges than can be obtained through White House and/or Congressional actions (and that affects both parties)."
The flow of cash has helped finance legal operations that have locked onto an astonishing array of targets. In the past three years alone, lawsuits have been filed to:
Many of the cases have yet to be decided, but lawyers are closely watching a handful with potentially significant implications.
A federal judge in Kentucky is expected to rule soon on whether to temporarily enjoin the U.S. Transportation Department from awarding contracts based on race under its Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Program, which received at least $37 billion under Biden's Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act. The case was filed by WILL on behalf of two contracting businesses that say they were excluded from the program.
And in May, the right-leaning U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit heard oral arguments in a case challenging a rule imposed by Nasdaq, which lists more than 3,000 companies, including Nvidia, Microsoft and Apple. Nasdaq requires companies to include at least one "diverse" director on their boards or explain in their filings to the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission why they do not. Under the rule, "diverse" means someone who identifies as female, an underrepresented minority or LGBTQ+.
The National Center for Public Policy Research and Blum's Alliance for Fair Board Recruitment challenged the rule in 2021, arguing that it amounts to a "quota" that the Securities and Exchange Commission was not authorized to approve. Nasdaq has defended the rule as a requirement for disclosure, not a mandate. The 5th Circuit is expected to issue a decision in the coming months.
Scott Shepard, general counsel for the National Center, said he's confident his group will prevail, not just in the 5th Circuit and not just before the Supreme Court, if the case makes it that far. To Shepard, the Nasdaq case is a small part of a much larger movement that already is reshaping society.
"It's gratifying [to see] Americans saying, 'No, the American ideal -- the American experiment -- is based on treating individuals as individuals and allowing each of them to rise to the level of their effort and their success and their merit and their possibilities.'
"From our point of view," Shepard said, "it's glorious."
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House Republicans are setting up a government funding fight
House Republicans are aiming for a fight to fund the government, calling for steep spending cuts and controversial social policy provisions.
By Jacob Bogage | 2024-06-27

House Speaker Mike Johnson speaks at a news conference after a private Republican strategy meeting June 12. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


House Republicans are laying the groundwork this week for a fight to fund the government later this year, attempting to push through party-line legislation with steep spending cuts and culture war proposals that could trigger a broader spending battle in the coming months.
Funding for the federal government expires Sept. 30, and the House is in the midst of considering all 12 appropriations bills -- or annual spending legislation -- to head off a lapse in resources and an ensuing government shutdown.
But the GOP versions of those bills largely abandon a deal congressional Republicans struck with President Biden last year on spending caps, and they contain dozens of combative social policy provisions.
Together, those will probably doom the bills' chances in the Democratic-controlled Senate, setting Congress on a course to approve a stopgap funding law, called a continuing resolution, or CR, to prevent an Oct. 1 shutdown. That would punt substantive government funding discussions until after November's elections.
House Appropriations Committee Chair Tom Cole (R-Okla.) said Tuesday that he hoped a final government funding package could come together between November and the start of the new year.
But the legislation draws a line that Republicans hope to hold in larger spending negotiations, especially after a right-wing bloc of the conference rebelled against this year's funding bills, complaining that the measures bent to Democratic priorities.
"These aren't the final products," Cole said. "These are negotiating positions."
House Democrats lamented that a partisan approach to government funding bills was counterproductive.
"None of these bills, none of them, will be signed into law the way they are written now. We all know that," Rep. Jim McGovern (D-Mass.) said in a hearing Tuesday.
The House this week is set to vote on bills to fund the Defense, Homeland Security and State departments, legislation worth approximately $950 billion. The vast majority of that money -- $833 billion -- will fund the Defense Department, an $8 billion increase from the current fiscal year.
Last week, the House passed a $378.6 billion funding measure for military construction and the Department of Veterans Affairs, which included a 9-percent bump in discretionary spending.
But to pay for that increase, Cole proposed deep cuts across the rest of the federal government. The State Department under the House legislation would see an 11-percent cut, after a 6-percent cut this year. The measure to fund the Labor, Education and Health and Human Services departments, major Democratic priorities, would see an 11-percent cut as well.
The Homeland Security bill, the most contentious of the funding proposals, takes direct aim at the Biden administration's immigration policies. It would require the White House to spend $600 million to erect a wall along the U.S.-Mexico border and would claw back $650 million in shelter services for undocumented migrants awaiting the outcome of their legal proceedings.
The measure may not be aggressive enough for some Republicans, who are considering attaching an amendment to impose harsh Trump-era immigration restrictions. The GOP leadership hopes to use the funding bills to force Democrats into tough votes on immigration ahead of the election.
"It's the border, it's the border, it's the border," Rep. Mark Amodei (Nev.), the lead Republican negotiation on the Homeland Security bill, said Wednesday.
Other policy provisions tucked in each bill would force votes on additional controversial topics. The Defense bill would prohibit funding for military service members to travel for reproductive health care and for activities that "bring discredit upon the military, such as a drag queen story hour for children or the use of drag queens as military recruiters."
The State Department legislation would ban funding for the U.N. Relief and Works Agency, the principal aid group in Gaza. Some Democrats have sought to send more U.S. funding to the agency. Israel has accused UNRWA employees of participating in the Oct. 7 terrorist attack that launched the now eight-month-old war.
It would also prohibit the use of federal funds to assist civilians from Gaza from settling in the United States.
"The priorities in this bill are really simple and straightforward. If you are a friend or an ally of the United States, this bill supports you. But if you are an adversary, or are cozying up to our adversaries, then frankly, you're just not going to like this bill," Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart (Fla.), the bill's lead Republican negotiator, said at a hearing Tuesday.
In forthcoming House GOP funding bills, appropriators have signaled plans to defund parts of the FBI in retaliation for investigations into former president Donald Trump's handling of classified documents.
Biden made his 2023 spending agreement with then-House Speaker Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) that May, but a GOP revolt over the deal led to McCarthy's ouster months later. Mindful of that, Cole and the new House speaker, Mike Johnson (R-La.), opted to jettison part of the arrangement that called for $69 billion in spending that would not count against the annual budget caps Biden and McCarthy had signed off on. Republicans have taken to calling that spending a "side deal."
But Cole on Tuesday left open the possibility that the money could return during negotiations with the Senate and White House.
"I think clearly from a Democratic standpoint, they're going to come back into play. And I think the Senate wants more money, not less, so I would expect those things to all come up," Cole said.
Cutting out that money, Democrats worry, would leave a gaping hole in federal resources.
"You are talking about massive cuts to basic public services and protections that would not fly with the American people, including most Republican voters," said Michael Linden, a senior fellow at the Washington Center for Equitable Growth and a former Biden budget official, warning of "deep cuts" to education, public safety and science funding. "That's what you'd have to do. There's not $70 billion worth of unpopular, unnecessary, unsupported programs in the federal government."
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Air-bag concerns prompt recalls of more than 400,000 SUVs
In separate recalls, Volkswagen and Toyota advised owners of the affected vehicles to avoid certain actions or uses until the air-bag issues are remedied. 
By Hannah Ziegler | 2024-06-26

Volkswagen's recall affects certain 2021 to 2024 model year Atlas vehicles and 2020 to 2024 Atlas Cross Sport vehicles. (Nam Y. Huh/AP)


Owners of hundreds of thousands of SUVs should stop using the front passenger seat or rolling down the driver's side window until potential air-bag problems are fixed in recalls, two carmakers said.
Volkswagen issued a recall for more than 271,000 vehicles because a wiring fault could deactivate the front passenger air bag when the seat is occupied. Meanwhile, more than 145,000 Toyota vehicles are under recall because the driver's side curtain air bag may deploy out the window.
Volkswagen's recall affects certain 2021 to 2024 model year Atlas vehicles and 2020 to 2024 model year Atlas Cross Sport vehicles. Problems with a wire for the seat heating in the affected vehicles could cause the air bag to switch off when someone is in the front seat.
Owners should avoid using their front passenger seat until they receive the recall repair, Volkswagen said in National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) documents posted recently.
An air-bag warning light, sound and error message on the instrument cluster will alert passengers if there is an issue with the Volkswagen vehicles. Owners can also expect recall notification letters in the mail starting Aug. 16.
To repair the issue, owners can bring their vehicles to a Volkswagen dealer to replace their passenger occupant detection system sensor mat and wiring harness. Volkswagen will offer a reimbursement plan for the repairs, NHTSA documents said.
The air-bag recall marks the second in less than a year for 2024 Atlas and Atlas Cross Sport vehicles. Volkswagen recalled the two models in August because of engine failure concerns.
Toyota's air-bag recall impacts certain 2024 model year Toyota Grand Highlander and Grand Highlander Hybrid SUVs and Lexus TX350, TX500 Hybrid and TX550 Hybrid vehicles. If the driver's side curtain air bag in the recalled vehicles is triggered, a portion of it may deploy outside the SUV if the window is rolled down, increasing a driver's injury risk.
A fix for the air-bag issue is still being determined, Toyota said recently in NHTSA documents. Passengers should keep the driver's side window rolled up until the repair is implemented, Toyota spokesperson Aaron Fowles said.
Recall notification letters will be sent to drivers in August, NHTSA documents said.
Toyota's Fowles and Volkswagen spokesperson Michael Lowder declined to comment on whether their companies have received injury reports related to their respective recalls.
The recalls are the latest in a litany of problems with vehicle air bags over the years.
Takata air bags were the subject of one of the largest recalls in U.S. history after reports of exploding inflaters, and even as recently as last month -- several years after the problem first emerged -- a recall related to the Takata bags was issued.
Last year federal auto safety regulators stepped up their efforts to recall roughly 52 million air-bag inflaters made by ARC Automotive and Delphi Automotive Systems, though ARC has resisted the effort.
More recently, concerns have emerged over counterfeit air bags used as replacements in vehicles. The Wall Street Journal reported this month that people have been killed or seriously injured by counterfeit air bags at least five times in the past year.
Counterfeit air bags have been shown to "consistently malfunction" by failing to deploy or expelling metal shrapnel when they do, according to NHTSA. Dozens of U.S. states have passed legislation that prohibits counterfeit air bags, but it's difficult to trace counterfeit parts, leaving federal regulators with an unclear picture of the problem's scale.
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Chinese subsidies for drones, chips put U.S. at risk, House panel says
The select committee is scheduled to hear testimony on Chinese practices in the drone, semiconductor, shipbuilding and steel industries on Wednesday.
By David J. Lynch | 2024-06-26

Bundles of steel tubes at a trading market last month in Jinan, China. China's steel exports have swelled, prompting a backlash overseas as some economies impose higher tariffs. (Qilai Shen/Bloomberg)


The Chinese government is subsidizing a wide range of industries in a bid to dominate global markets and develop the ability to coerce the United States in a crisis, according to the new chairman of the House Select Committee on the Chinese Communist Party.
Chinese companies produce 90 percent of commercial drones used in the United States and 77 percent of those flown by hobbyists, according to committee data. And the Pentagon has been eyeing battlefields in Ukraine for lessons on the combat value of unmanned aerial vehicles.
"We shouldn't be dependent on the CCP for technology," said Rep. John Moolenaar (R-Mich.), the panel chairman, referring to the Chinese Communist Party. "I believe it's all hands on deck [for] winning this strategic competition and addressing the threats that the CCP has towards our way of life."
On Wednesday, the committee  heard testimony on Chinese practices in the drone, semiconductor, shipbuilding and steel industries, "areas where the Chinese Communist Party seeks dominance and wants to exploit vulnerabilities we have in our supply chain," Moolenaar said in a telephone interview before the committee hearing.
Among the witnesses was Adam Bry, chief executive of drone maker Skydio. The San Mateo, Calif.-based company produces drones for both commercial and military use. Ukrainian officials use Skydio drones, which can conduct three-dimensional scans of surface terrain, to investigate potential war crimes, according to Bry's LinkedIn page.
Thanks to technological progress, such as the spread of artificial intelligence, drones are growing ever more capable and ubiquitous, Bry told the committee.
"The most important thing for people to understand is, as important as these products are now, they're becoming way more powerful and way more important. ... Whatever the stakes are today, they're just going to go up," he said. "If we're going to act, now is the time to do it."
In March, Moolenaar's panel, formally known as the House Select Committee on the Strategic Competition Between the United States and the Chinese Communist Party, called for "immediate action," including new tariffs, to counter China's drone dominance. The committee later this year may propose legislative remedies.
"We've seen the Chinese economic playbook repeatedly in steel, aluminum, glass, paper, consumer electronics and other industries. And that playbook has created great damage to our U.S. industrial base. And so, we don't want to stand idle as they utilize that same playbook, especially with regard to strategic sectors that could affect our economic and national security," said Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi (D-Ill.), the panel's senior Democrat, in a separate interview.
China provides lavish subsidies to companies in a range of industries. Total support for favored businesses amounts to almost 2 percent of output, according to a study by the Center for Strategic and International Studies. The $248 billion that China devoted to subsidies in 2019 exceeded its defense spending and was roughly twice what the United States spent, CSIS said.
Chinese steel mills, electric vehicle producers, semiconductor developers, solar panel manufacturers, shipbuilders and oil producers all benefit from a vast web of state backing. The central government doles out low-cost loans from state banks, free or inexpensive land, discounted electricity, and cash support from state investment funds.
The United States has complained about China's industrial subsidies for years to little effect. World Trade Organization rules limit subsidies but do not prohibit them.
The Trump administration planned to press Beijing to overhaul its use of subsidies in negotiations intended to follow the "phase one" U.S.-China trade deal in 2020. But that never happened. President Biden recently imposed 100 percent tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles, seeking to prevent subsidized auto imports from swamping the American market.
U.S. dependence on China for an array of goods and materials is the outgrowth of several decades of bipartisan trade policy.
"I believe there was a misunderstanding on the part of our country thinking that China would become more like the United States and that they would become more freedom loving, more free-market oriented, more based on the rule of law. And as the Chinese middle class grew, people would have expectations for their government to be more open," Moolenaar said. "And unfortunately, the opposite is what happened."
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At just $15, this California chardonnay is a bargain everyday wine
A red, a white and a rose to usher you into the week of July 4.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-06-27

FROM LEFT: Longevity Chardonnay 2022; Requiem Red Blend 2020; Stinson Vineyards Rose of Tannat 2023. (Peggy Cormary/for The Washington Post)


This week we have a red, white and a rose for the July 4 holiday. Start your cookout with a standout rose from Virginia, followed by a spicy California chardonnay and a lush red from Washington state.
California, $15
Phil Long has been the president of the Association of African American Vintners since 2020, and has helped raise the profile of minority winemakers over the past four years. His Longevity chardonnay tastes of apples, Asian pears and ginger, with oak influence on a sweet finish. It's a fine everyday chardonnay. Alcohol by volume: 13.5 percent. Bottle weight: 480 grams (Light).
Distributed locally by RNDC.
Columbia Valley, Wash., $25
Fans of jammy reds will relish this beauty, blended of equal parts syrah and merlot, mostly from the Yakima Valley subregion of Washington's Columbia Valley. Deep flavors of black cherry, boysenberry and chocolate coat the palate. The texture is lush, the finish slightly hot. Give this a light chill in the door of your fridge and pair it with hearty grilled meats. The bottle is unnecessarily heavy. ABV: 14.8 percent. BW: 690 grams (Heavy).
Distributed locally by Elite Wines.
Monticello, Va., $25
Rachel Stinson Vrooman's Rose of Tannat is one of my favorite roses, from anywhere, year after year. Her 2023 may be her best yet: It zings with red berries and wild herbs, carried on the palate as though riding a steady breeze across the Blue Ridge foothills. ABV: 13.5 percent BW: 600 grams (Average).
Distributed locally by Winebow.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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America's greatest regional hot dogs: A highly subjective guide
Hot dogs are synonymous with summertime across the United States, but the best way to top them remains a major source of debate.
By Allison Robicelli | 2024-06-27
The art of the argument is arguably the American way, pervading through every element of our culture, no matter how ridiculous or utterly useless the topic may be. Ever since our forefathers quibbled over throwing perfectly good tea into a harbor, generations have found conflict in our cuisine, from pineapple on pizza to the Cola Wars.
Of all the foods that necessitate heated arguments, perhaps none stokes the fire in the hearts of men quite like hot dogs. Great minds have been reduced to rubble by the philosophical quandary of whether they are sandwiches, despite the fact they're blatantly not. (They are hot dogs. Respect their individuality.) Friendships have been fractured over the topic of ketchup; families ideologically divided by an ocean of piping-hot chili.
Regional hot dogs styles are like charismatic cult leaders but with toppings. They're as cherished as sports teams and public transportation -- things that unite people under a shared umbrella, an acknowledgment of our brotherhood and community, and used to let everyone else know exactly how terrible they are in comparison.
But dare I suggest something audacious: Perhaps we can learn to love all the hot dogs? For each and every one is beautiful in its own special way. It is an exercise in folly and hubris to pretend one knows all there is to know about hot dogs. They are a canvas for innovation. To rob a hot dog of its potential is to rob ourselves. (Except if we're talking about ketchup, which is gross.)
Then again, it's nice to have something silly to argue about for a little while, isn't it? Perhaps we need something harmless to help us release the pressure of our many frustrations, and maybe that something is a glistening tube of meat.
**What's your favorite regional hot dog style, and why? Tell us in the comments.**




What's on it: Brown mustard; choice of sauerkraut, red onion sauce or both.
Where it's popular: New York City.
Where to get one: At a street cart on virtually any corner; look for the Sabrett's umbrella.
New York has a glut of good hot dogs. There are the snappy griddled numbers down at Nathan's in Coney Island; the extra-plump, all-beef baddies at the city's nearly extinct kosher-style delis; the reliably cheap "recession dogs" at places that sling them alongside papaya drinks; and many more. But to those born and raised in the city (myself included), the most iconic of all is the "dirty water dog" that can be found on a street corner beneath a blue and yellow umbrella.
"A New York hot dog is a no B.S. kind of hot dog. The guy in the cart doesn't overdo it with the condiments like a Chicago dog: a little mustard, those tomato onion things, maybe a little sauerkraut if you feel like a hot shot. And that's all you need. No gimmicks. You can eat it while you're walking without making a mess of yourself. Try that in Chicago." -- cookbook and pulp noir author Eddie McNamara
Get the recipe: New York-Style Hot Dogs




What's on it: Bacon-wrapped hot dog, bolillo-style bun, beans, onions, tomatoes, mayo, crema, salsa.
Where it's popular: Arizona and the Southwest.
Where to get one: El Guero Canelo (Tucson), BK Tacos (Tucson), El Sabroso Hot Dogs (Phoenix), Los Dogos (Los Angeles).
Originating in the capital of Mexico's Sonora region, this beast of a hot dog combines Mexican and American culinary traditions, with a bacon-wrapped hot dog buried beneath an ocean of condiments. Initially finding stateside popularity in Arizona, this style now dominates the entire Southwest, along with a strong showing in Southern California.
"I love a Sonoran hot dog, probably because it breaks all the rules elitists impose on other kinds. Ketchup! Not just mayo, but crema too! And melted cheese plus a spicy salsa, while everything is cradled in a closed-end bun soft as a baby's butt imported from Sonora. It's an indulgence that doesn't care what anyone else thinks as only an imported hot dog (and L.A.'s immigrant community) can." -- food writer Esther Tsang
Get the recipe: Sonoran Hot Dogs




What's on it: All-beef dog, yellow mustard, chopped raw onions, neon green pickle relish, sliced tomato, pickle spear, pickled sport peppers, celery salt, poppy seed bun.
Where it's popular: Chicago and the greater Chicagoland area.
Where to get one: Clark St. Dog, Portillo's, Al's Drive-In, Kim & Carlo's.
A quintessential Chicago-style hot dog starts with an all-beef dog (typically from local manufacturer Vienna Beef), and is "dragged through the garden" with enough toppings for outsiders to deride this dog as "salad on a bun."
"I'd argue that Chicago's is the most fascinating of all regional hot dogs. It's a hypercolored thing of beauty with flavors to match, hitting all of your taste senses: sweet, salty, umami, sour and bitter, thanks to the entire produce department on top. Each bite's texture is just as varied, which gives it yet another dimension of enjoyment that most other foods can't boast. Every other type of hot dog looks dull in comparison." -- food writer Dennis Lee
Get the recipe: Chicago-Style Hot Dogs




What's on it: Chili, slaw, onions, optional mustard.
Where it's popular: The Carolinas, West Virginia and across the South.
Where to get one: J.S. Pulliam Barbecue (Winston-Salem, N.C.); Trolly Stop Hot Dogs (Wrightsville Beach, N.C.); Jack's Cosmic Dogs (Mount Pleasant, S.C.).
The Carolinas aren't the only states that lays claim to piling these toppings on a hot dog; West Virginia's formidable frank is nearly identical, save for slight seasoning differences in the chili and slaw. We love them both equally, but for the purpose of entertainment, we are more than happy to spark a hot dog debate between the regions.
"Okay look: North Carolina is a blue-collar place, and that means people put a lot of stock in a fast, cheap lunch. Our dogs are topped with meaty chili and mayonnaise-y slaw: It's a complete meal. Protein, carbohydrate and a vegetable. We buy them by the sackful. I would bet no other state has as many classic 'dog places: Pulliam's in Winston-Salem, Ward's in Whiteville, Bill's in Little Washington, Trolley Stop in Wrightsville Beach. We are a hot-dog respecting people." -- food writer and author Kathleen Purvis
Get the recipe: Carolina-Style Slaw Hot Dogs




What's on it: Pork and beef hot dog, ground beef heart chili, mustard, onion, optional cheese.
Where it's popular: All across Michigan.
Where to get one: American Coney Island (Detroit); Lafayette Coney Island (Detroit); Jackson Coney Island (Jackson, Mich.); Starlite Coney Island & Diner (Burton, Mich.).
You won't find anything resembling a Coney dog in Coney Island; this style is straight from the Great Lakes State, created by early-20th-century Greek immigrants who wanted to stake their claim to the American Dream with an affordable food concept. Hot dogs may have been introduced in Coney Island, but you'd be hard-pressed to find a Michigander who doesn't believe they perfected it.
"The Coney is as legendary as the city that birthed it -- the soft steamed bun, barely holding it together against the weight of the naturally cased frank smothered in spiced beef chili enriched by the tender meat of the heart topped with a drizzle of neon yellow mustard and crisp diced white onion. It's American folk -- the holy communion of Detroit. There is no substitution for the soulful, satisfying, sometimes messy but always delicious beacon of the Motor City, especially when consumed under the fluorescent glow of the counter at 2 a.m." -- Mabel Grey chef James Rigato
Get the recipe: Coney Island Hot Dogs




What's on it: Dense toasted bun; cream cheese; grilled onions.
Where it's popular: Seattle.
Where to get one: Various street vendors outside T-Mobile Park/Lumen Field, Matt's Hot Dogs, Monster Dogs.
Seattle's signature style was created not to elevate the hot dog with toppings, but rather to use the hot dog as a topping. It was invented in 1988 at a street cart specializing in bagels with cream cheese. When customers began requesting meatier toppings, owner Hadley Long went with hot dogs, which were more cart-friendly than bacon or breakfast sausage. The bagels were soon exchanged for a hearty, bialy-inspired bun and became a hit with drunken late-night crowds.
"The best Seattle dogs are large, split or slashed franks cooked over an open flame so their edges get crisp and charred. The buns should be heartier than a standard hot dog bun, charred on the flame, and spread with softened cream cheese as soon as it comes off the griddle so that the cream cheese melts and adds a light, lubricating tang. The Frank gets topped with onions, which are best when they're started on a fire then set aside to slowly stew and caramelize, melting in with the cream cheese and forming a sort of impromptu French onion dip. My advice? If you find a street vendor with a line and an open flame, you'll do okay." -- chef and cookbook author J. Kenji Lopez-Alt
Get the recipe: Seattle-Style Hot Dogs
Cincinnati Coney (beef and pork hot dog, cinnamon-spiked Cincinnati chili, chopped onion, shredded cheese): This drive-through menu staple is a Coney Dog that's generously topped with a pile of shredded cheddar cheese for the full Cincinnati-style chili experience.
Pittsburgh Dog (beef hot dog, coleslaw, provolone, french fries): Packing all the components of a full meal into one portable sandwich, this hot dog is a quick, efficient lunch that's the right blend of practicality and indulgence.
Rhode Island "New York System" Dog (beef, pork and veal hot dog; steamed side-sliced bun; meat sauce; mustard; chopped onion; celery salt): Best served alongside an ice cold glass of coffee milk, these dogs have a serious snap thanks to the natural casing stuffed with three types of seasoned ground meat.
Newark Italian Style Dog (beef hot dog, Italian bread, fried potatoes, sauteed onions and peppers): This hot dog is made with a special roll called "pizza bread." Found in Northern New Jersey's Italian bakeries, it's sturdy enough to contain a mountain of peppers and onions.
Baltimore Bologna Dog (beef hot dog, griddled beef bologna, mustard): Charm City may not have as many Jewish delis as it did a century ago, but this extra-meaty hot dog is still holding strong at those that remain. Some may say two types of beef sausage in a single bun are unnecessary, but those people are fools.
Georgia Scrambled Dog (chopped hot dog, chili, onions, pickles, oyster crackers): This regional dog eschews the bun entirely, serving everything in an oval bowl with a generous smattering of oyster crackers for carbs.
Half Smoke (D.C.) (smoked beef and pork sausage, chili, onions, mustard): Technically, the half smoke is a sausage, not a hot dog, but as this spicy link is a hometown favorite in the nation's capital, we'll allow it.
About this story
Reporting by Allison Robicelli. Editing by Matt Brooks, Becky Krystal, Olga Massov and Joe Yonan. Copy editing by Allison Cho. Photos by Scott Suchman. Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky. Photo editing by Jennifer Beeson Gregory. Art direction by Marissa Vonesh. Design editing by Christine Ashack. Recipes adapted from Jessica Rudolph, senior editor of Cook's Country magazine, an America's Test Kitchen publication; staff writer Aaron Hutcherson; and Martin's Famous Potato Rolls and Breads.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2024/06/27/american-regional-hot-dog-styles/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



These boldly spiced merguez patties will raise your grilling game
This riff on the North African sausage is flavored with spices, garlic and harissa and served with a cool cabbage salad.
By Julia Turshen | 2024-06-27

Grilled Merguez Patties With Cabbage Salad. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Ground meat typically finds its way onto the grill in the summer, shaped into patties, tucked into buns, and layered with toppings at backyard cookouts and celebrations. But when the meat mixture is boldly flavored with spices and seasonings, it can be so much more than a burger.
Merguez is a prime example. The North African sausage is flavored with lots of spices, garlic and harissa. This recipe is a riff on merguez, adapted from my first solo cookbook, "Small Victories." I've updated it a bit to suit my current tastes, which, honestly, have less to do with flavor and more to do with labor.
Get the recipe: Grilled Merguez Patties With Cabbage Salad
Instead of toasting and grinding your own spices, I now just call for ground spices. (Bonus flavor points if you're using fresh, vibrant spices from vendors such as Diaspora Co., Burlap & Barrel and Spicewalla.) We're also using a mix of beef and lamb for the ultimate savory, meaty mix. (Yes, you can use all one or the other, no biggie.) Lastly, I've swapped plain sliced cabbage for a simple, quick cabbage salad to make it a more flavorful, complete meal, so you don't have to come up with a side dish. Topped with a cooling yogurt sauce, the whole thing needs nothing more, but some cooked rice, roasted potatoes or grilled pitas would be a great accompaniment.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by LisRey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Posta Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


If you do serve the merguez patties with pitas, you can tuck them into pockets with the cabbage salad and yogurt sauce for unbelievably delicious sandwiches. (This is also a great way to serve leftovers.) Feel free to borrow a tip from a trusty kebab recipe and thread the patties onto metal skewers, a few to each skewer, and grill them, before taking them off the skewer to serve. This would save you time when flipping the patties.
Get the recipe: Grilled Merguez Patties With Cabbage Salad
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Ask Sahaj: How do I start dating after years of focusing on my education and career?
Years of focusing on her education and career has left her "completely inexperienced" in all things dating.
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-06-27

(Maria Alconada Brooks/Washington Post illustration; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: How can I find my way in the dating world as a first-generation immigrant woman when I'm not sure what the cause of my troubles are? I was mostly brought up in this country, and my parents are fairly liberal, but they come from very conservative families. As a consequence, dating wasn't allowed while I was in high school -- to the point that I internalized the message of education above all else. Even though that rule didn't exist in college, I continued that behavior throughout college and graduate school and focused entirely on my friends, my education and my career.
Now, I find myself completely inexperienced at the more physical aspects of dating and moving forward with relationships because I don't know what I'm looking for. I can't tell if it's because I've so thoroughly internalized those early messages, or if it's part of my sexual identity in the form of asexuality or demisexuality. And as I've gotten older, the traditional switch-flip questions of "why aren't you dating?" or "what are your future plans?" are further compounding this uncertainty and internal turmoil.
I'm also trying to not tell my parents everything, because they don't quite seem to understand how dating really works. Their expectations and mine aren't really aligned, both now and for a longer term future. They wouldn't pressure me, but this experience feels a little lonely compared to the experiences of other South Asian friends and non-South Asian friends.
-- New To This
New To This: While you may feel lonely, you're definitely not alone. It's very common for South Asian children of immigrants -- especially daughters -- to be told that dating isn't allowed only to then wake up one day and be expected to figure out long term plans. Even I can relate to this!
Like me and many others, you were encouraged to focus on other priorities so now you are trying to make space for dating but it's overwhelming and scary. The only way to move through this is to remind yourself that it feels awkward and bad because it's new and unfamiliar. Of course you're lost. If you weren't given space or encouragement to explore love, self-worth, and compatibility growing up, then it makes sense that you have no idea how to navigate this as an adult. Have compassion for yourself as you figure out this new and unchartered territory.
Here's the thing: Dating, and meeting new people, is the surefire way to get to know what you are interested in and what qualities or characteristics get you excited or make you feel attracted to someone. It can teach you a lot about yourself. This can be through dating sites or asking friends to set you up. As you do, you want to pay attention to the feelings that come up for you as you meet new people and maybe even journal about it after. This exploration is as much about what you don't want as it is about what you do want!
You can start to combat the shame of feeling isolated and embarrassed about this by talking about it. And a professional is a good place to start. They can help you build confidence, explore your interests, and help you process the relationships you get in. I'd also urge you to find one friend you feel safe enough to open up about this. You don't have to do this alone.
I would also encourage you to ask your parents for a pause on talking about dating right now. Even though they may not be pressuring you, reporting back or updating them may add distress and keep you from exploring your differing values or desires. This can sound like, "I would appreciate it if we didn't talk about this for a while." Or, "When you ask me about dating and my future plans, I feel pressured. I know this isn't your intention, but it would help me if you stopped."
Ask yourself what a healthy relationship means to you and what's been modeled to you. This can help you gain clarity on what your fears might be, what you don't want, and what you may not have exposure to yet -- including gendered roles and expectations. I also encourage you to learn more about your attachment style. You can take this online test that is from the authors of Attached. This will shed light on what your tendencies may be and how this might impact your dating experiences.
Remember: It's not about perfection, it's about exploration. This should be a fun time for you to connect with people and learn more about yourself and your needs. Enjoy it!
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A guide to anxiety-free hosting -- no dinner required
Having people over doesn't have to mean a huge party or an elaborate dinner. Here's how to take the stress out of getting together with friends.
By Caitlin Huson | 2024-06-27
Eli McCann snapped a photo of his husband, Skylar Westerdahl, gardening in the front yard of their Salt Lake City home in April, with a friend sitting nearby on their stoop.
It wasn't the photo that went viral on X so much as what McCann wrote: "My husband has been doing gardening all afternoon and he has been scheduling his friends in shifts to come and sit with him while he does it so he has company. He is not asking for their help. He just wants them to be present. He has given each a watermelon popsicle."
Westerdahl didn't think he was doing anything particularly noteworthy by inviting a friend to visit while he worked on his to-do list. But thousands of people praised the genius behind these "friend shifts."
"I think [Westerdahl] figured out the key to having friends as adults," one person commented on the post. "Getting things done and having friend time."
Dining out is getting increasingly expensive, and free places where people can socialize without time limits can be hard to find. Inviting people into our homes seems like the smartest option to combat loneliness and spend time with our friends. But for people who suffer from hospitality-induced anxiety, this may seem daunting.
Westerdahl says hosting a party with lots of people and an elaborate dinner spread feels overwhelming. Inviting a friend over for a chat and a watermelon ice pop, though? "That's a totally different, less stressful situation, and I like it so much more," he says.
Here, experts share why we should host friends in our homes more often -- and suggestions for low-stakes, low-stress ways to do it.

Westerdahl, left, and McCann at their home in Salt Lake City. (James Roh for The Washington Post)



Westerdahl takes a break from gardening to hand a glass of sangria to Pickle. (James Roh for The Washington Post)


Making -- and keeping -- friends in adulthood isn't always easy, but social connections are important for our mental and physical well-being, according to Marisa Franco, a professor at the University of Maryland who teaches a course on loneliness, and the author of "Platonic: How the Science of Attachment Can Help You Make -- and Keep -- Friends."
"Connection is really just the most important thing in our life," Franco says. "It makes us happier than anything else does. It extends our life more than our diet does, more than exercise."
But it requires work and time -- and a place to gather, which can be challenging given the lack of access to free community spaces, such as parks and libraries. Alex Hinand, an entertaining coach in Chicago who helps people organize and host events, favors hosting at home, and he works with clients to find meaningful ways to do that. "Coming out of covid, we were so used to not letting people into our homes, or going into other people's homes," Hinand says. "I think [hosting] still feels like a very formal affair. But the more we do it, the more comfortable we get, the more we flex and work these muscles, the easier it will become."

Westerdahl sets out sangria for friends before starting his gardening tasks. (James Roh for The Washington Post)


Westerdahl didn't realize there was a name for what he was doing by inviting friends to keep him company while he gardened. "Body doubling" is a productivity strategy for making frustrating tasks more palatable, often used by people with ADHD. The idea is that having someone there with you helps you stay focused.
Melia Smith of St. Paul, Minn., says body doubling has been a path to hosting friends more often. She and a friend hang out together while they clean their apartments. "It's given me more confidence about not having my space look Instagram-ready, which I didn't realize was weighing on me so much," she says. "It has taken some of the stigma out of showing someone my house when it's not at its best."
This is a concern that Hinand hears often. People feel vulnerable about inviting guests into their homes. In some cases, they worry about being judged for how perfect or imperfect their space is. In other cases, they feel social anxiety: Will my friends show up? Will they enjoy it?
Making yourself vulnerable, though, can benefit your friendships, Franco says. It helps to remember that you tend to view yourself -- and your space -- more critically than others do. That's a psychological phenomenon known as "the beautiful mess effect."
"When people show you their messiness, it indicates to someone that I trust you enough to see this vulnerable side of me and not judge me, which is why vulnerability tends to make us feel closer," Franco says.
The messiness of being vulnerable, and the literal messiness of our homes, can be stressful and scary, but Hinand says, "It doesn't have to be, and your friends don't want it to be either. They just want to spend time with you and be invited into your safe space."
Abby Daykin of Spokane, Wash., agrees. "If I ever go into anyone's home and it's messy, it feels like a gift," she says. "Like they are telling me they love me and trust me and don't feel the need to perform for me."

Compared with a dinner party, having a friend over for a chat while also working on his to-do list is a "totally different, less stressful situation, and I like it so much more," says Westerdahl, right. (James Roh for The Washington Post)


Other barriers to hosting friends, according to Hinand, include time and cost. But if you reframe what hosting means to you, and let go of the idea that you must put on a fancy menu or lavish party, you can overcome those obstacles as well.
Start by inviting one person over, Hinand says. "Have your best friend over for an art night. Watch your favorite TV show together. Do some of that body doubling. Start small and work your way up."
Even as you add more people to the mix, you don't have to think of new activities or provide anything extra.
A friend of Hinand's hosts art nights once a month. People bring whatever project they're working on, such as watercolors or needlepoint. "It's a dedicated time for all of them to devote to being creative, however they want to be creative," he says.
When planning your gathering, think about your friends' strengths and interests, and look for where they align with yours, Franco says. "Whatever those things are, let's do them together at home."
For example, Stephanie Bennett of Winston-Salem, N.C., puzzles with a friend. "We take turns acquiring puzzles and donating our kitchen table to the cause," she says. Daykin likes to have a friend over to help repot plants. And Jennifer Armstrong, who lives in Bristow, Va., enjoys the "come if you can" potlucks her friends host weekly during the summer.

McCann, second from right, sits with friends as his husband works in the yard last Saturday. (James Roh for The Washington Post)


"Incorporating people into your regular life -- however messy or loud or uneventful or boring -- makes people feel comfortable and safe together," Armstrong says. "The more you do it, the less hard or overwhelming it seems."
Westerdahl agrees. Whether it's a last-minute "friend shift" or a planned gathering, he says, just pick a spot in your home that you enjoy or feel proud of -- whether that's the garden, the dining table or the front porch. "Focus on the good part of where you live," he says. "If you like it, your friends will probably like it too."
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Ask Amy: Update from reader worried about reaching out to a mentor
A reader's update after they struggled reaching out to a beloved mentor whose daughter had a tragic accident.
By Amy Dickinson | 2024-06-27
Dear Readers: To mark my final week writing this column, I'm rerunning some of my most memorable questions and answers. Today I'm sharing a thoughtful update from a reader whose question was first published in 2019. Her update follows the original Q&A.
Dear Amy: About five years ago, I completed a Ph.D. under the guidance of an amazing woman, "Daisy." She had a truly transformational impact on my life and I owe her a huge debt. We formed a close bond and she introduced me to her husband and daughter on several occasions. After graduation, we've seen each other on a roughly annual basis. Normally when I have a free day or am passing by her campus, I'll ask her for a coffee or lunch. I think about her often.
Here is my quandary: I have recently found out that six months ago her daughter was in a freak accident and is now paralyzed from the waist down. The story made the national press, but I only found out it was Daisy's daughter through an unconnected, professional contact. I desperately want to reach out to Daisy and her daughter but am unsure how to do so.
Do I mention the accident, or do I simply reach out to ask her for a coffee and see if she brings it up? I don't want to be insensitive but also want to be there for my friend in this time of need.
-- Lost in London
Lost: You should definitely reach out, and you should express your sympathy and concern. Here's a start: "Dear Daisy, I was so saddened to learn of your daughter's accident. I am so grateful for your mentorship and friendship to me over the years. Please know that I am thinking about all of you now. I'll be in the area soon and would love to see both of you again, if possible."
Please understand that it is compassionate and appropriate to connect, even if you aren't sure what to say, and even if you can't offer a solution to a particular problem. So often, people choose to back away during challenging times. Don't ghost your friend now.
Following is an inspiring update from  "Lost in London":
Dear Amy: You encouraged me to reach out and reminded me that in times of stress and grief, people tend to withdraw from others for fear of overreaching or embarrassment, or saying the wrong thing, when actually we need to step forward and be there for our friends and colleagues. In that case I did reach out and met up with my mentor, "Daisy," and we had a wonderful catch-up and continue our relationship.
But perhaps more importantly, your specific advice on that day, and in every other column you have published, echoes the same themes: steady, compassionate friendship; the importance self-care, self-love and boundary setting; and a recognition that sometimes things are outside of your power, and you need to learn to make peace with them.
Your words in your response to me, and those you've provided to so many others have guided my approach to the world, mainly that "you just show up." That might be physically in helping a friend pack and move boxes while clearing out a parent's home, or emotionally in giving a call to a friend you've been thinking about, extending an olive branch to an estranged family member, or showing up for yourself by removing toxic influences from your life.
Showing up, when compassion, empathy, love and support are the motivating factors is seldom the wrong response. And even when it is, at least you know you tried.
-- Lost in London
Lost in London: You have beautifully summed up my overall point of view. Thank you!
Dear Amy: I am an average-attractive single woman who lives in a big city. I am frequently approached by men of other races that flirt with me and try to get my phone number. How do I tell them I am not interested, without offending them? I stick to my own kind.
-- No Thanks
No Thanks: It is fairly easy to say, "No thank you." But if you truly want to repel these interested men, you could tell them the truth: "No offense, but I'm a racist." They should leave you alone after that.
(April 2020)
Dear Readers: R. Eric Thomas is starting a new advice column called "Asking Eric." You can help Eric to get started by flinging your most thorny questions his way. Contact him at eric@askingeric.com.
(c) 2024 by Amy Dickinson. Distributed by Tribune Content Agency.
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Miss Manners: How to serve when passing dishes at a family-style dinner
Passing rolls at a family-style dinner stresses this letter writer out.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-06-27
Dear Miss Manners: Can you please advise me on the proper way for individuals to serve themselves when passing dishes at a family-style dinner? My mother emphasized that when one says, "Please pass the rolls," and the breadbasket is passed around the table, the requester should accept the breadbasket in their hands with polite thanks and then hold it or set it down before selecting a roll.
Consequently, I find myself feeling surprised and irritated when I'm the one extending the breadbasket to the requester and they take a roll -- quite often without an expression of thanks -- and happily begin buttering it while I am left holding the basket. I'm then responsible for finding a place to set it down before I can resume my meal.
Can you please advise the correct protocol in this situation?
Family-style dinners are, by definition, informal. But Miss Manners believes that the rules for passing plates are flexible largely because platters are not -- and there is never sufficient open table space where it is needed.
The nonnegotiable points, then, are: Do not leave grandparents -- or anyone else -- straining to lift something heavier than they are; do not leave anyone holding anything hot; if there is no way for people to serve themselves, offer to help -- usually by holding the tray steady. Lastly, thanks are always welcome.
Sometimes the item being offered is not worth the mess that will result getting it onto your plate.
Dear Miss Manners: I am newly married and trying hard to keep up with appropriate appreciation for all those who have offered well wishes and gifts. I have a conundrum about how to handle gifts from a group of people.
My husband's cousin mailed a gift and signed the note, "With love from [Cousin, spouse; Daughter 1, spouse; Son, spouse; Daughter 2, spouse]." I suppose she ran out of room for the six grandchildren's names! These couples all live separately. Should I mail one letter to the cousin, or send notes to each household? If I send one, should I address it to the cousin or to all eight of them individually? They don't share a last name, so I can't use "Smith family."
Thankfully, I know that I must keep my thoughts about these well-to-do people sending a gift that amounts to $5 per adult to myself ... and maybe my new husband.
You may also want to be careful about how you share that information with your new husband: He might notice that it is his relatives you would be calling cheap.
Miss Manners recommends that you address your letter to the cousin, in the course of which you can thank her "and the family." She does not recommend four separate letters not because she thinks that is too much effort, but rather out of concern that not everyone on the list would know what you were talking about.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Carolyn Hax: Can this sibling salvage a brother's relationship with their mom?
Taking up the cause of their lonely mom leads to a "blowout fight" between this letter writer and the brother who lives nearby.
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-06-27

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Hi, Carolyn: I had a blowout fight with my older brother a few years ago when I stood up for our mother about how hurt she is that he rarely calls, visits or incorporates her into his family, even though he has her only grandchildren and lives nearby. He hasn't spoken to me since and rejected my invitation to meet one on one when I reached out soon after the fight.
I understand now that I can't fight my mother's battles, but my brother is still very distant from our mother, and it hurts her badly, especially around holidays, when she expects little or no contact from her son and grandchildren beyond token gestures. Is there anything I can do to help the situation?
-- Sibling
Sibling: Yes. You can mean it when you type, "I understand now that I can't fight my mother's battles." This is her relationship to mend with her son.
Focus on the things you're responsible for: your relationship with your mom, and your relationship with your brother.
For all you know, your mother hurt your brother badly in a way you either weren't privy to or weren't able to see. Maybe Mom favors you, for example, egregiously, and he's had it.
Not that it's necessarily your mom's fault that he distanced himself; I'm just citing that as one example of the unknowns and variables that can drive estrangements.
And it's one of the many arguments for being mindful of your own business. Unless it's your own relationship, you're missing some crucial information -- based on nothing more than being on the outside looking in. For all you know, you "stood up" for the wrong family member.
So: Tend to your connection with Mom. If you want so badly for family to spend time with her, then move closer. You don't have puppet-string privileges with anyone else.
And tend to your connection with your brother. Apologize for butting in where you didn't belong, promise it won't happen again, and make sure it never happens again.
A reader's thought:
* My sibling has tried to step in to fix my very rocky relationships with our parents. I found it very frustrating, because they weren't privy to everything that went on and were really in no position to offer advice or broker any kind of peace. I'm sure my sibling thinks I'm being unnecessarily harsh on our parents, but I have my reasons, and this isn't their call. Let your brother and your mom figure it out.
Dear Carolyn: What's my moral obligation to/for a friend who bought a gun for protection and shouldn't have? In addition to being elderly, they also have a disability that makes the situation even more dangerous. There's ZERO chance I can talk them out of this. I'm extremely worried for any first responders who may have to enter the home. I live too far away to warn them. What do I do? This is making me sick with worry, even though, at this point, it's just a hypothetical situation.
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: You are not too far away to make calls to people in your friend's area. A wellness check on an elderly, disabled resident is hardly a wild hypothetical, and I have to think first responders charged with checking on your friend someday (or wrong-housegoers) will appreciate this relatively small effort toward everyone's safety.
To go the social services route, contact the local jurisdiction on aging; that information is available at eldercare.acl.gov. You can also call the non-emergency or community policing number to find out what their local precinct recommends.
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I don't want to call my in-laws 'Mom' and 'Dad'. Hax readers give advice.
She called her in-laws "Mom" and "Dad" once for expediency, and now she isn't sure how to tell them it's not the new normal.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-06-26

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: My husband and I have been married for 2.5 years, together for 7 and are expecting our first child -- the first grandchild for his parents and second for mine -- this summer.
Since meeting my husband's parents, I have gone from calling them "Mr. and Mrs. X" to calling them by first names. My husband does the same for my parents. However, this weekend I learned that his parents have begun to chafe at my calling them by their first names. They let me know, via text, they prefer and were "elated" when one time this weekend I called them "Mom and Dad." (It was not on purpose and was just to designate a bagel order for breakfast!) For context, I also did not take my husband's last name but hyphenated, which was important to me, and he was 100 percent supportive. However, I have gotten the sense his parents are not as supportive -- they address me on social media and cards with my husband's last name only.
I have a great and very close relationship with my parents, who live nearby, and I never imagined calling anyone else "Mom and Dad." Now that my in-laws have made their preference known, I'm unsure how to handle it. I don't want to call them Mom and Dad, but I also don't want to hurt their feelings. I'm uncomfortable with the way this all went down.
Do I speak up or should I just let it go? Do I continue to call them by their first names even when I know they'd prefer something else? They will soon become "Grandma" and "Grandpa," so should I just wait until then and roll with that?
-- Disgruntled DIL
Disgruntled DIL: This stinks. I'm sorry. I wish people would be more concerned with the quality of their relationships to their children-in-law than how they are addressed and if last names are being taken or not. I think a perfectly acceptable way to handle this is to continue referring to them in the way you prefer and to continue ignoring them when they call you by the wrong name on social media.
What I think is absolutely essential, though, is a check-in with your husband about your boundaries and expectations once the kiddo arrives. This behavior from your in-laws is a harbinger for what is to come. You cannot control them or their choices, but you and your husband can be on the same page for your own little family and how you intend to show up for each other.
-- Boundaries
Disgruntled DIL: Years ago, our son's first wife obviously didn't know what to call us, so she called us nothing. Sentences started with "Hey" or "Um." She was extremely close to her parents so we understood it, but neither one of us addressed it, which is what should have happened. Only after the divorce did she ever bring it up with us. When my son remarried, I was determined to not let this happen again. I asked my new daughter-in-law what she would like to call us. When she hesitated, I asked her what she called us in her head when she thought about us. She said it was our first names, so I said, "So, call us that!" Settled. You know what? Over a few years, as we became closer, it gradually morphed into "Mom" and "Dad," and we were extremely proud that we had earned those names.
So my advice: Be upfront about this. Explain how you feel. Tell them they are special to you but you can't share your parents' names. Since you already call them by their names, continue to do so. Maybe eventually your name for them will change, maybe it won't. But don't ever call them nothing.
-- Audrey R.
Disgruntled DIL: I totally understand your feeling about reserving "Mom and Dad" for your parents, and see a few options. Would it work to use their first or last names with an honorific such as Mom Mary, Mom Jones, etc.? Or What about Mama and Papa or Mother and Father? Your idea of waiting to call them by the name used by the grandchildren makes sense but won't solve the problem right away.
I do have some sympathy for your husband's parents in that I firmly believe in the importance of honoring someone's name of choice. But this is more an issue of an honorific than a name. Have a conversation with them to come up with a mutually agreeable solution. That could lead to their not only understanding how important this issue is to you in regard to honoring your own parents, but you can also gently make them aware of their need to honor your choice of your legal last name. Here's hoping!
-- LindaB1951
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Cooking chat: I've only used a gas range. How can I replicate it with electric?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-06-27

Frying chicken on an induction cooktop. (Stacy Zarin Goldberg for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, staff writer Aaron Hutcherson and recipes editor Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice with personalized answers that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Looking for more? Read on below:
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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9 salsa recipes for a better chip-dipping experience
Upgrade your chips and salsa game with these 9 recipes, including pico de gallo, salsa verde and salsa macha.
By Anna Rodriguez | 2024-06-27
In the summer, when the heat is unrelenting and the sun is merciless, I believe that chips and salsa become an acceptable dinner. It's the ultimate no-cook snack or meal -- just pull out your bag of tortillas chips and prepared salsa, or whip up a quick fresh salsa. Of course, I may bulk the spread up a bit with canned black beans or a few dollops of sour cream, but the real star of the show is the salsa. The condiment is incredibly varied and versatile -- it literally translates to "sauce" from Spanish, so it really can be anything you want it to be. Spicy, tart, sweet, nutty, fresh: Salsa can do it all.
While you can easily pick up a jar at the grocery store, almost all of them pale in comparison to a simple, homemade salsa. We've picked out a few of our favorites that span all tastes and preferences: mild and spicy, fresh and cooked, verde and roja. If you don't see your favorite here, search for it in our archive of more than 10,000 tested and trusted recipes.
Above. This sweet and savory salsa was designed to show off the fresh flavors of peak-season stone fruit. It doesn't contain any chiles, so it's a wonderful option for those who like their salsa on the milder side. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This quintessential salsa is a staple for a reason. The simple combination of tomato, white onion, chile, lime, garlic and cilantro packs a flavorful punch and makes an ideal accompaniment for chips, tacos and more. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Unlike the herby, tomato-heavy salsas you may be familiar with, this spicy, earthy dip is made of peanuts and chiles. It has a pretty strong kick, so feel free to use fewer chiles to control the heat. Get the recipe.

(Justin Tsucalas for the Washington Post/Food styling by Nichole Bryant for the Washington Post)


Tomatillos are the key ingredient that gives this salsa its tangy flavor and green hue. Beyond serving it as a dip, try using it to simmer meats or ladle onto enchiladas. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Broiling and blackening jalapenos, shallots, garlic and cherry tomatoes adds smokiness to this red salsa. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


If you're a fan of chili crisp, you're bound to love salsa macha. The crunchy texture and nutty flavor make it a unique addition to a salsa spread. Get the recipe.

(Stacy Zarin Goldberg for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


While salsa roja is a pantry staple for many, it can easily be made at home. The recipe makes 5 cups, so you'll have enough for a big crowd, or you can freeze and save some for later. Get the recipe.

(Deb Lindsey/For The Washington Post)


This creamy Yucatan-inspired salsa gets its complex flavor from a mix of dried and fresh chiles, as well as nutty pumpkin seeds. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle For The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Unlike most salsas, this one uses raw tomatillos instead of cooked, imparting a bright tartness. Get the recipe.
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Dining chat: Waiter suggested a wine double the cost of our first pick, but didn't mention the price 
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-06-26

Every Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET, Tom Sietsema answers your questions about dining out. (The Washington Post)


Thanks for joining my every-Wednesday-at-11 a.m. dining discussion. I'm here to answer your restaurant-related questions and solve your dining dilemmas, like how to best switch tables in the middle of a meal or what to do if the server doesn't pour all the contents of a bottle of wine.
I like to keep the format broad and open; recent chats have touched on tales of misbehaving dogs, how best to switch tables and when to let restaurants know about dietary restrictions.
Got an etiquette question? Want to know where to find a favorite dish? Or where to eat in another city? I aim to field those questions, too, occasionally with an assist from some of the smart chatters who frequent this hour-long discussion.
Meet me here Wednesday at 11 a.m. Eastern. You can find all of my reviews and past chats here.
Send us your question below. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
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Dig into dip for dinner with this spanakopita-inspired dish
Spanakopita flavors come together in this luscious snack-for-dinner dip.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-06-26

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


"Big Dip Energy" is more than the cheeky title of food writer Alyse Whitney's new smile-inducing cookbook. Whitney describes the name as a personality trait where people are drawn to you because you always bring fun and togetherness to the party. I couldn't agree more -- there's nothing like a dip to lure everybody in and bring elbow-bumping playfulness to the table. The book is peppered with adorable puns and delivers dozens of creative recipes for dips, not just as starters but as "dipsserts" and dinners, too.
This recipe, adapted from what she calls "Spanakopidip" in the Dip for Dinner chapter, immediately caught my eye. I could be accused of being overly enamored with the Greek phyllo pie filling, having used versions of it as a pasta sauce, topping for fish, salad inspiration and more.
But it never occurred to me to turn it into a dip. Now, there is no going back. The traditional flavors -- spinach, feta, herbs, scallion and garlic -- seem meant to be together in this creamy, yogurt-based snack-for-dinner.
Get the recipe: Spanakopita Dip
The recipe starts just as the filling would -- by sauteing onion and garlic in olive oil, then adding a mound of cooked, chopped spinach. Using frozen spinach that's been defrosted makes this a cinch -- just be sure to squeeze as much of the liquid out of it as possible so the dip doesn't become watery. (You can save the liquid for a soup or smoothie, if you'd like.)
The dip yogurt base gets a flavor bump from feta, lemon, dill, parsley and scallions, and then you get to choose your own (dip) adventure.
For a hot dip, you stir the yogurt mixture into the spinach in the skillet and let it warm through. For a chilled version, you stir the spinach into the cold yogurt mixture.
Served with pita chips and vegetables, I could certainly make a fun dinner of the flavorful spinach-packed dip, but I'd be willing to share it with friends, too, as it would definitely add a bowlful of "big dip energy" to any party.
Get the recipe: Spanakopita Dip
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8 tasks for your July home maintenance checklist
Home maintenance checklist: July is a great time to give your garage door a tune up, replace leaking hoses and more. 
By Jeanne Huber | 2024-06-26
Hot and humid, July is a good month to tackle indoor chores that give you an excuse to enjoy air conditioning or the breeze of a simple fan. But there are also some outdoor chores that are worth doing now because they will save you work later. Just plan on tackling those on days when the weather isn't brutal.
There are all sorts of emergencies to worry about and prepare for. But disasters such as hurricanes in the East or South and wildfires in the West especially warrant advance planning because they knock out whole regions. Here's how to prepare or update an emergency kit.
The biggest moving part in your house needs a regular checkup. Do the simple things first so you don't overlook them:
Then do a few tests to make sure everything is operating properly:
If anything's amiss, call in a service technician from a garage door company. Adjusting a garage door isn't a DIY project; there's a serious risk of injury if you don't do it right.
If you have outdoor play equipment, it needs a tuneup, too.
You might not think of pruning as a summer chore, but this is the best time for the type that staves off damage to a house. Trees and shrubs go through a growth spurt in the spring, so by now some branches may be close enough to scrape paint or roofing.
While you're thinking about preventing damage, circle your house again. But this time, look down and make sure there is a clear perimeter around the base of the building and up six inches from the siding.
Another job to tackle in air-conditioned bliss: Establish a home office or make the one you already have function better. Most people learn to live with whatever home arrangements they have, until something like a child moving away or back home triggers the need for a change.
Times change, and it's likely you don't really need or even want all those files or books you have stored away. On a day when it's too hot to be outside and you don't have a lot of excess energy, tackle a single bookcase or file drawer. Make separate piles of what to keep and what to get rid of. Papers culled from a file drawer probably need to go into a recycling bin, but you might be able to sell or donate books. If there is a company selling used books in your community, inquire first about what they take. Many local libraries are grateful for donations of books and even CDs, puzzles (without missing pieces) and board games, which they sell to support other library programs.
Indoors or out, an old, worn hose can crack and leak.
Have a problem in your home? Send questions to localliving@washpost.com. Put "How To" in the subject line, tell us where you live and try to include a photo.
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In 'Janet Planet,' Julianne Nicholson is a mom spinning out of control
Playwright Annie Baker makes a quietly impressive film debut directing the tone-perfect drama "Janet Planet."
By Amy Nicholson | 2024-06-27

Julianne Nicholson and Zoe Ziegler play mother and daughter in "Janet Planet." (A24)


"Janet Planet" is a phenomenal debut by Annie Baker, a MacArthur genius grant-winning playwright who has notched so many theater prizes that she may have grabbed a camera just for the challenge.
Set in a bohemian enclave of Massachusetts during the summer of 1991, it's a whisper of a movie about a single mother named Janet (Julianne Nicholson), an open-faced people pleaser who shifts personalities to suit her lovers and friends, and Janet's guarded 11-year-old daughter, Lacy (Zoe Ziegler), who is obliged to push the interlopers out. With Mom wobbly on her axis, the dour girl's gravity stabilizes their home.
Lacy is willing to use manipulation to get her mother alone. Her first line in the film is, "Hi, I'm gonna kill myself." But Baker's delicate spellbinders more often leave their themes unspoken. Her characters grapple with longings and a need to prove their worth, but they rarely share their struggles out loud. (The only time the script feels false is when Lacy claims that "every minute of my life is hell.")
The one scene when Janet takes psychedelics, she fesses up to her harsh self-judgment only to be interrupted mid-breakthrough by her pal Regina (Sophie Okonedo). The conversation pivots to how irritating it is to be interrupted, and in frustration, Janet alludes to the several years Regina squandered in a sex commune under the thrall of a bearded cult leader (Elias Koteas) who boasts about his big crop of zucchini. Then, as the stoned women bicker, the top of Lacy's head pokes into the shot and we realize Janet hasn't cared that her daughter has been in the room witnessing the entire thing.
Baker's style is commonly called realism or naturalism, yet slotting her into old-fashioned movements doesn't feel right. "I feel like we lack any terms for playwriting that come after 1890," she once said to the New Yorker. The stage directions for Baker's plays ("Circle Mirror Transformation," "Body Awareness," "The Aliens") insist on long pauses during which the audience watches her characters until it figures out what in the silence she wants it to see.
Now that Baker can point the camera where she wants, she and the cinematographer Maria von Hausswolff create images with the familiar graininess of a home movie and the intimate, askew angles of a glowering child. We're in that back seat glaring at Janet's latest boyfriend, Wayne (Will Patton) -- a total drag. Planted here among these granola types, a new word for Baker's work emerges: organic -- the purity of capturing a setting so accurately that it roots the characters' quiet beliefs.

A bohemian enclave of Massachusetts is the setting for "Janet Planet," with Julianne Nicholson and Zoe Ziegler. (A24)


Like the girl at the center of her film, Baker is a skeptical observer of a well-intentioned but disorderly home. From the "Free Tibet" bumper sticker to the bottle of henna shampoo, the details are so pointed that you feel absolutely sure that Baker herself was once a strange child exercising her need for control by way of a doll collection tucked into a makeshift stage, as Lacy does here. There are moments of recognizable precision -- say, the sound of a grandfather clock chiming during a piano lesson -- which trigger such a Proustian rush of pre-millennium adolescence that I had the eerie sensation that if I flipped through my family photo album, I'd see the top of Baker's own head spying from the corner of the frame.
For a while, it's easy to dismiss the film as simply a tone-perfect re-creation of that last era of analog youth when adults didn't feel guilty for ranking their own needs above their bored children. Its soul emerges in the questions Baker waits for us to ask. What turns stubborn girls into pliable women? Was our personality forged in opposition to our parents, or will we repeat their mistakes?
Ziegler, a fantastic find making her own film debut, shoulders us through the story without ever getting too cute, while Nicholson's turn as the vulnerable, optimistic Janet is calibrated to finely, finally elevate her from character actress to star. The leads contrast marvelously: lonely versus popular, closed-off versus permissive, the child cynic and the adult naif.
Eventually, the movie's compass points us somewhere toward the middle, to mull not just what the mother can learn from her daughter, but whether the girl might decide it's worth sacrificing a bit of autonomy to live a fuller life.
PG-13. At area theaters. Contains brief strong language and parental drug use. 113 minutes.
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The 26 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Explore Indigenous culture at the Folklife Festival, celebrate the last weekend of Pride Month or get an early glimpse of fireworks.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly, Haben Kelati, Celia Wren | 2024-06-27
The Smithsonian Folklife Festival is underway, and while it might be shorter than usual, expect a mix of music and dance, demonstrations of cooking and traditional handicrafts, and some unexpected fun, like workshops focused on lacrosse and skateboarding. This weekend marks the end of Pride Month, bringing festivals on both sides of the Potomac. Also, you have the chance to tour dozens of Montgomery County historic sites, catch fireworks before the Fourth, learn about black holes and space, or just relax with a Taylor Swift tribute band.
Smithsonian Folklife Festival
This year marks the 20th anniversary of the National Museum of the American Indian, and the Smithsonian's beloved Folklife Festival is celebrating with a program honoring "Indigenous Voices of the Americas." Through Monday, the National Mall comes alive with cultures spanning two continents. Visit tents and outdoor structures to listen to master storytellers and musicians; watch chefs share professional tips and traditional foodways; and learn how craftspeople are keeping their knowledge of weaving, ceramics and other art forms alive for future generations. Families can try a variety of hands-on crafts and attend performances for young people. You might not expect to find a group of Bolivian women hosting skateboarding workshops on ramps on Jefferson Drive, or a field with lacrosse and archery games, but that's the kind of thing that makes coming to Folklife an annual tradition for so many Washingtonians, despite the sweltering heat. No matter what catches your eye, stick around for the evening concerts, which include Indigenous hip-hop ranging from Florida to Chile (Friday) and a contemporary take on traditional Inuit dance and music (Saturday). Thursday from 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Friday through Sunday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Monday from 11 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Free.
Presidential debate viewing parties
The first presidential debate takes place at 9 p.m., and there are viewing parties across D.C., whether you want drinking games (Union Pub), themed cocktails like the Dark and Stormy Daniels (the Dirty Goose), discounted beers and shots (Red Derby), or an all-you-can-drink deal (Dirty Water). Read our roundup for all the details.
Spacing Out at DC Brau
Have you ever wondered what it would be like to work for NASA, being involved with missions like the James Webb Space Telescope? Join Mike Menzel, the mission systems engineer for the James Webb Space Telescope at the Goddard Space Flight Center, and Shawn Domagal-Goldman, an astrobiologist who serves as the deputy director of the Sciences and Exploration Directorate at Goddard, in DC Brau's taproom to talk about their careers, recent discoveries and current topics in space exploration. 5:30 p.m. Free.
Chamber Dance Project at Harman Hall
Performing in the summer, Washington's contemporary ballet company can often be relied on for a bold conceptual gamble. The troupe's 2024 season, titled "Ramblin'," boasts live performances by the Red Clay Ramblers, the Tony Award-winning string band. The band's tunes will accompany "Book of Stones," a world premiere choreographed by Christian Denice, and the Washington premiere of "Ramblin' Suite" by Diane Coburn Bruning, Chamber Dance's founding artistic director. Additional repertoire rounds out the program, so ramble on by. Through Saturday. $65-$80.
Taylor Swift Tribute Band in Chevy Chase
Maybe you couldn't get time off to travel to Europe to see the Eras Tour in person. Maybe you're just looking for something to do on a Friday night. In either case, the Collection at Chevy Chase -- the collection of shops and restaurants just across the D.C. line from Friendship Heights -- is hosting a Taylor Swift Tribute Band, for everyone who wants to end their week by shaking it off. Getting there early? The nearby Clyde's Chevy Chase has happy hour until 6 p.m., with $6 beers, $8 wine and cocktails, and discounted oysters. 6 to 7:30 p.m. Free.
Bats at the Byrd at Songbyrd Music House
The NoMa venue is replacing last year's influx of Taylor-themed bashes with something a little more Gothic. This dance party is spinning dark-wave, industrial and post-punk, courtesy of aptly named DJs Vampyre Noire, Vlad and Sara Vox. 11 p.m. Free.
Raging Red at Shakers
Unleash some inner rage about that situationship or ghost at Shakers's dance party dedicated to breakup songs. Expect new pop hits like Tate McRae's "Exes" and Ariana Grande's "We Can't Be Friends (Wait For Your Love)" spun by award-winning DJ Alex Love, plus pop-up drag performances throughout the night. 10 p.m. Free.
Montgomery County Heritage Days Festival
More than 30 historic museums and parks across Montgomery County open to the public free this weekend as part of the 25-year-old Heritage Days Festival. The two-day celebration includes guided tours of the National Capital Trolley Museum, the Woodend Nature Sanctuary and a C&O Canal lock house; a bluegrass jam at the Sandy Spring Museum; a documentary screening and free carousel rides at Glen Echo Park; and farm animals and hands-on family activities at the Agricultural History Farm Park. A map and schedule are available on the Heritage Montgomery website and app. Saturday and Sunday from noon to 4 p.m. Free; some locations may charge extra for activities.
Arlington Pride at Long Bridge Park
The third Arlington Pride festival moves to Long Bridge Park for a day of music, drag performances, country and salsa dance lessons, vendors, food and drinks -- even "Puppy Pride." Noon to 7 p.m. Free.
SummerFest at Bohrer Park
Get an early start on your Independence Day celebrations with SummerFest at Gaithersburg's Bohrer Park at Summit Hall Farm. Miniature golf starts at 11 a.m., and the skate park opens at noon. The real action takes place later: The District -- a party-pleasing band that covers Lizzo, Bruno Mars, the Killers and the Beatles -- takes the stage at 6 p.m., while local craft breweries and cideries, including Waredaca and Lone Oak, and food trucks sell refreshments. (Picnics are also welcome.) Fireworks begin at about 9:20 p.m. and are followed by a SummerGlo party with more live music and entertainment from LED-lit Hula-Hoopers and stilt walkers. 6 to 11 p.m. Free.
New Balance Appreciation Day at Metrobar
Some people might consider New Balance to be dad shoes, but if you're from the D.C. area, you know that the brand, known for its 990s and 995s, has been a staple of D.C. streetwear since the 1980s. Celebrate New Balance's importance to locals at New Balance Appreciation Day at Metrobar. Killa Cal of Rare Essence is the host, and the centerpiece is a panel discussion with Anwan "Big G" Glover of Backyard Band, Mustafa Tariq of the throwback Instagram account DC Decades, and Brandon Bull of Beats, Bars and Bourbon discussing their memories of New Balance and its role in D.C.'s signature look. DJ Biggs provides the beats, Adrenaline Lifestyles brings hot cars and bikes, and food trucks including Who Want Smoke and KC Kitchen Plug serve up the grub. Note that an RSVP doesn't guarantee admission, which is first come, first served. 2 to 7 p.m. Free.
Chinatown Park Festival
The Mayor's Office on Asian and Pacific Islander Affairs organized this lunchtime festival in Chinatown Park, promising live music and dance performances, martial arts demonstrations, face painting, hands-on arts and crafts, a clothing swap, and other activities to celebrate Immigrant Heritage Month. (This festival, originally scheduled for June 22, was postponed due to heat.) 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Free.
Broadway in the Park at Wolf Trap
Signature Theatre and Wolf Trap join forces once again for Broadway in the Park, a night under the stars dedicated to tunes from beloved musicals both new and old. This year, Broadway stars Laura Benanti and Jordan Fisher grace the stage at the Filene Center along with performers familiar to Signature's audiences. Expect to hear standards from "My Fair Lady," "Cabaret," "Pippin" and "Les Miserables" as well as newer smash hits like "Dear Evan Hansen" and "Hamilton." 8 p.m. $33-$153.
Pride in the Plaza at Veterans Plaza
Montgomery Pride wraps up a month of celebrations with Pride in the Plaza in Silver Spring's Veterans Plaza. The main event is the finals of Drag Duels, an ongoing competition that features drag performers going head-to-head and stacked-heel-to-stacked-heel. There's also live music, DJs and a Pride Ball that allows talented dancers to strut their stuff. New this year: the Community Stage, which organizers say features diverse, family-friendly entertainment. Noon to 8 p.m. Free.
Books & Booze Fair at Red Derby
When the book fair came to your elementary school, it brought scented pencils, glow-in-the-dark erasers and the new Percy Jackson novel. When the book fair comes to Red Derby this weekend, it'll bring spicy-smooth drinks from Chacho Distillery, conversation with book sellers, and rows of bestsellers and underrated must-reads from Lost City Books and Loyalty Bookstores. A ticket will get you a Chacho drink, but the full bar at Red Derby (which was recently voted by Post readers as one of the city's best dives) is also available. 6 to 9 p.m. $10.
Republic Cantina anniversary party
Tex-Mex joint Republic Cantina marks five years in Truxton Circle this weekend with a day-long party. Get an early start with breakfast tacos at 9 a.m. before the block party in the alley, which features Joe Neuman of Sloppy Mama's BBQ and Rob Cain of the Red Hen serving as guest pitmasters. Human Country Jukebox and the swaggering Heaven Forbid provide classic country covers throughout the day. Look out for a pinata, birthday cake, a kolache happy hour -- Republic Cantina's owners got their start as Republic Kolache -- and DJs spinning country vinyl. 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Free.
Land Conservation Day at Hellbender Brewing Company
Casey Trees, a nonprofit that seeks to restore and protect Washington's tree canopy, is teaming up for the second year with Hellbender Brewing Company for an afternoon dedicated to urban forests in the nation's capital. Casey Trees holds a conservation easement on a patch of forest located near the brewery, and you'll be able to tour this green space nicknamed "Hellbender Hill" during the event. Join a tour of Hellbender Hill at 2:30 or 4:30 p.m. to see the work -- like invasive-vine pulling or cleanups -- that's being done as part of the land conservation program. Besides tree tours, the day will include food trucks, live music, raffles and a chance to hear from like-minded organizations. Hellbender's taproom and the outside patio are open during the event, and a seasonal beer will be promoted in honor of Casey Trees. 2 to 7 p.m. Free; registration requested online.
'Black Holes: The Other Side of Infinity' at Rock Creek Park Planetarium
Rock Creek Park Nature Center has so much to offer in the summer, including its own planetarium, where you can escape the heat with some virtual stargazing. The last Sunday in June is the last chance to take a simulated space flight to a supermassive black hole, courtesy of the film "Black Holes: The Other Side of Infinity." Narrated by actor Liam Neeson, the 30-minute presentation, aimed at audiences age 14 and up, is all about the science behind black holes. The planetarium's domed screen will feature immersive animations of phenomena like star birth and death and the collision of giant galaxies. 4 p.m. Free.
'Salute to Divas' Drag Brunch at Surreal
Arlington Pride wraps up Sunday with the Salute to Divas Drag Brunch at Surreal in National Landing, hosted by Shi-Queeta Lee and featuring the 2024 Miss Arlington Pride Queenie Iman Glamazon. 11 a.m. $25.
Country Night at Pitchers
The D.C. Rawhides support country dancing in the LGBTQ+ community by hosting parties with line dancing, partner dancing and dance lessons most Saturdays in Eastern Market's North Hall. They're spreading out this weekend and heading to Pitchers, too, where you can learn the Canadian Stomp line dance before open dancing. 4:30 to 7 p.m. Free.
Pride Art Market at Atlas Brew Works
The brewery's Ivy City location is celebrating the last day of Pride Month with a makers market featuring works from LGBTQ+ artists. Masks are encouraged and will be provided. 1 to 7 p.m. Free.
Crate Convention at Anacostia Arts Center
The Crate Convention is a celebration of culture, combining vendors selling records, magazines, comics and clothing; music from DJs and producers; and works by local artists and makers in one room at the Anacostia Arts Center. Food and drinks are available. Noon to 5 p.m. Free.
Orville Peck at the Anthem
For the last few years, the yeehaw agenda has been in full effect. From Lil Nas X's "Old Town Road" and Kacey Musgraves's pop crossover to Beyonce's latest album and Post Malone's latest transformation, musicians outside the mainstream of country music have taken cowboy culture for a ride and found comfort in the saddle. The rise of Orville Peck has come alongside this cultural shift, and the 36-year-old singer-songwriter -- who performs under a pseudonym and wears a mask -- is making country music that recalls outlaw traditions and has found fans in collaborators Willie Nelson, Elton John and Kylie Minogue. The artist, who is gay, also serves as a reminder that neither America nor Americana is as homogenized and heteronormative as it may seem. 7 p.m. $59.50.
Hiatus Kaiyote at the Fillmore Silver Spring
If you think you haven't heard of this band, you're probably wrong, especially if you listen to rap. The band has been countlessly sampled by various artists -- most notably by rap superstars Kendrick and Drake. Hiatus Kaiyote's maximalist sound lends itself well to being reused in a genre like hip-hop that's always innovating how sampling works. Singer Nai Palm attributes the sampling to their attention to detail, referring to her and her bandmates as "nerds" when it comes to production. "Instead of just, 'Oh, we'll just put that down, it doesn't matter,' everything is perfectly curated textually," Palm says. 8 p.m. $53-$72.50.
Vienna's Independence Day Celebration
The town of Vienna's annual party fills George C. Yeonas Park with a mix of live music -- Latin American from Cantare, pop and funk from Thunderball -- as well as family activities, food trucks and picnicking on baseball fields. Fireworks begin around 9:30. Free parking is available off-site. 6 to 10 p.m. Free.
'National Treasure' at the National Archives
Nicholas Cage's 2004 action-adventure film "National Treasure" has a preposterous plot: stealing the Declaration of Independence from the National Archives to find a map on the back, leading to a secret treasure hidden by Freemasons? No wonder it's become a cult classic. (At the time, Post reviewer Stephen Hunter called "National Treasure" "the movie equivalent of comfort food.") On the eve of Independence Day, what could be more appropriate than watching a film about the theft of the declaration at the place it was allegedly stolen from? The National Archives Foundation is the sponsor of this free screening in the William G. McGowan Theater. Just don't get any big ideas on your way out. 2 p.m. Free; registration required.
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'Kinds of Kindness': A trilogy of twisted tales from Yorgos Lanthimos
Emma Stone and Jesse Plemons star in the latest from the director of "Poor Things" and "The Favourite." Its confident bleakness isn't for everyone.
By Ty Burr | 2024-06-27

Margaret Qualley, Jesse Plemons and Willem Dafoe in "Kinds of Kindness." (Atsushi Nishijima/Searchlight Pictures)


Life is cruel, all is vanity, the house always wins and the cosmic joke is on us. Everything in popular culture conspires to hide these truths from us because they're a lousy way to make money. Occasionally, however, creative artists turn up to remind us of the facts, and they're usually not American. Kafka. Nabokov. Bunuel. Maybe Yorgos Lanthimos doesn't belong in their company yet, but he's giving it his best shot.
"Kinds of Kindness" may be the Greek writer-director's way of clearing the peanut gallery of fair-weather fans after the success d'estime of his last two movies, "The Favourite" (2018) and last year's "Poor Things." A nearly three-hour trilogy of absurdist variations on themes of obsession, control and humiliation, the new film is a throwback to Lanthimos's early work, including "The Lobster" (2015) and the relentlessly bleak "The Killing of a Sacred Deer" (2017) -- all three co-written with Efthimis Filippou.
What's different is the confidence of the filmmaking; the bass note of pitch-black humor; and the support of a devoted stock company that includes Emma Stone, Willem Dafoe, Margaret Qualley, Hong Chau and -- this movie's secret weapon -- Jesse Plemons. Team Lanthimos is growing, and if "Kinds of Kindness" qualifies as maximum audience punishment, those with strong stomachs and a stronger sense of irony may dig it. I know I did.
The movie's very title seems to be a way of laughing in the dark (to paraphrase Nabokov). The first tale, "The Death of R.M.F.," stars Plemons as Robert, a man whose "job" is following the daily directives of his boss, Raymond (Dafoe), as to when to eat, what to read (Tolstoy's "Anna Karenina") and when to have sex with his wife (Chau). When he balks after Raymond orders him to kill a man (Yorgos Stefanakos) in a staged car accident, Robert is exiled from his own life and resorts to increasingly desperate measures to regain Raymond's favor.
Story No. 2 ("R.M.F. is Flying"): A police officer named Daniel (Plemons) becomes convinced that his wife (Stone), recently rescued from a desert island, has been replaced by a look-alike, a delusion that ultimately leads to bodily mutilation and a surprise ending. Story No. 3 ("R.M.F. Eats a Sandwich"): A woman (Stone) in a religious cult run by a sex guru (Dafoe) searches for a prophesied savior who can raise the dead and potentially finds her in an identical twin veterinarian (Qualley).
R.M.F. is the name of the minor character played by Stefanakos, who appears briefly in each vignette, and the connections among the three narratives are elusive and subterranean, like the uneasy rhymes one finds in dreams. Unknown things you should have done but didn't; the sense that something, somewhere, has come permanently unmoored. The last and arguably the strongest chapter juggles bone-deep sadness, moral horror and a final bark of twisted comedy, and it lets Stone leave her all-American teen persona even farther in the rearview mirror. (The woman's 35 now and has two Oscars on her shelf; if you don't like her striking out into unknown territory, "Kinds of Kindness" suggests the problem is yours, not hers.)

Emma Stone in "Kinds of Kindness." (Yorgos Lanthimos/Searchlight Pictures)


Where "The Favourite" and especially "Poor Things" were triumphs of production design, fantastic fishbowl worlds that offered their own dark delights, the new film is stripped to the wall studs by comparison. The locations are mostly anonymous homes and office buildings in and around New Orleans, and the distorted wide-angle camera shots of the earlier movies have been replaced by bland, functional setups. Jerskin Fendrix's discordant score jangles up and down the piano keyboard like an angry kitten. The entire movie seems designed to scrape your last nerve.
Why pay money for such a thing? What has this nasty foreign director done to our Emma? Aren't movies supposed to be fun? "Kinds of Kindness" has already scandalized festival audiences and critics, and the average filmgoer will shrink from it in disgust or ignore it altogether. That's fine. If you can dial down your metabolism to appreciate a slow-paced art film, though, you can surely steep yourself in the cruel certainties of Lanthimos's worldview, where human beings are prisoners of their lifelong need for love and acceptance and where we're all much closer to the animal kingdom than we care to admit. (There's a between-chapters amuse-bouche of dogs behaving like people that deserves to be its own movie.)
The film is overlong, yet it exerts an intractable pull. Stone may get all the attention -- she reprises her headlong dance routine from "Poor Things," this time as a grim triumph in a parking lot -- but with his sandy, anonymous mustache and eyes fixed on the middle distance, Plemons is the movie's anxious soul.
Watching "Kinds of Kindness," I thought more than once of the Bertolt Brecht poem that includes the line, "He who laughs has not yet heard the terrible news." Lanthimos and his company still dare to find a bracing, disconsolate farce in our brief and helpless thrashing through life. For that, most people will never forgive them.
R. At area theaters. Contains strong, disturbing, violent content; strong sexual content; full nudity; and language. 164 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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In its third season, 'The Bear' gets avant-garde
Food was never the real subject of "The Bear," and its premiere episode, like the third season, improves dramatically whenever it returns to its roots.
By Lili Loofbourow | 2024-06-27

Jeremy Allen White as Carmen "Carmy" Berzatto in Season 3 of FX's "The Bear." (FX)


Mild spoilers follow for Season 3 of "The Bear."
A tip creative writing teachers dole out, frequently enough that the advice has become its own cliche, is to avoid ending a story with "and then I woke up." Not just because it's clumsy and invalidates much of what came before, but also because the logic of dreams is so loopy and private that it's (usually) only interesting to the dreamer.
It's also, of course, exactly the kind of rule ambitious creators love to break. "The Bear," Christopher Storer's breakout hit about food -- and grief and vocation, perfectionism and mentorship, service and trauma and ego and guilt and repair -- went one further: It opened with a dream. Back in 2022, the pilot began with a surrealist sequence in which a tormented young chef named Carmy Berzatto (Jeremy Allen White) approached and freed a caged bear on the State Street Bridge. I thought back then that it was bold (and maybe a little hokey) to establish a collective unconscious for your show before introducing any actual characters. Or plot.
But these writers weren't coy. They plunged you right into the show's messy, broken subtext. The third season, which follows the gang as they try to make the fancy new restaurant a going concern, doubles down on that impulse to throw the viewer into the deep end. "Tomorrow," the first episode, picks up in the immediate aftermath of friends and family night at the Bear (the restaurant, not the show). And it's a formally inventive, thoroughly disorienting fever dream every bit as challenging and avant-garde as the dishes in Carmy's notebook.
In hindsight, the show's inaugural dive into dreams and dread two years ago doubled as a mission statement for how the show planned to braid Carmy's talent and plight -- in particular, his penchant for sublimating guilt and trauma into culinary brilliance -- into a story about the more general torments (and temptations, and thrills) of the restaurant industry. It also threw down a kind of TV gauntlet, more or less announcing the show's intention to join the likes of semi-trippy classics such as "Northern Exposure," "Twin Peaks," "BoJack Horseman," "The Leftovers" and "The Sopranos."
But this is a show about how the workers at the Original Beef of Chicago, a hearty sandwich joint with no lofty aspirations, grow -- within two sweaty, stressful, only semi-plausible seasons -- into proud and ambitious cooks gunning for a Michelin star. The pilot and "Tomorrow" register that dizzying trajectory by using dreamwork very differently.

Ayo Edebiri as Sydney Adamu in Season 3 of FX's "The Bear." (FX)


The show's opening nightmare was about as subtle as an Italian beef sandwich. The titular bear is a big, loud, obvious metaphor. Sure, it stands for Mikey (Jon Bernthal), Carmy's larger-than-life older brother, whose suicide on the bridge forced Carmy to take over the family business. And for Carmy's panic and regret, which threaten to swallow him whole if he stops repressing for even a second and finally opens up that scary cage. The bear is a figure for the Berzattos' dysfunction and for the dream he and Mikey shared of opening a place together. Hell and hope bound together. The bear was always also, of course, the restaurant business: a feral industry nominally dedicated to leisure and delight that talks a big game about service and celebration while abusing or underpaying its workers, torturing its geniuses, and driving everyone concerned to bankruptcy and despair.
That's great stuff. A rich set of thorny contradictions, and "The Bear" excelled at laying them out. It clarified exactly why the staff resented Carmy; why Carmy resented his brother; why his sister, Sugar (Abby Elliott), resented him; and how poor Syd (Ayo Edebiri) -- an ambitious but unseasoned chef inspired by Carmy's talent -- had to navigate all of that while figuring out how to lead (and run) a kitchen herself.
The symbolic tensions in "Tomorrow" (and the third season generally) are blurrier. Less schematic and less visceral.
Formally, "Tomorrow," a nonlinear montage, reproduces the mania with which Carmy strives to review and fix all that went wrong during friends and family night (and his whole life). The list of errors he's beating himself up for is long: It includes getting locked in the walk-in during service, thereby abandoning his staff; accidentally venting about his girlfriend, Claire (Molly Gordon), to Claire; and screaming at Richie (Ebon Moss-Bachrach). But his main error -- as Carmy sees it, with endorsements from both Syd and Uncle Cicero (Oliver Platt) -- was chasing a little happiness. Love cost him his focus.
The solutions Carmy comes up with over the course of the night -- unilaterally, in his nightlong frenzy to redeem himself -- aren't great. (Or are they?) They include rearranging the table layout (overriding Richie), inventing a slew of exciting new dishes we can't quite make out (overriding Syd), and penning a list of "nonnegotiable" principles we can't quite read. He has resolved to come up with an entire new menu every night. They're going to get a Michelin star.
It's all a little highhanded. A little avant-garde. A little rarefied and inaccessible (to the startled staff, but also to viewers). Carmy's old abusive boss in New York (Joel McHale) emerges as the psychic bete noire this season -- one he's in danger of emulating -- and that's a weakness. McHale's character is no Mikey. His character gets no texture, and his narrative significance is somewhat diluted by all the other (real) chefs with whom Carmy studies. Those cameos can sometimes feel more gimmicky than organic to the story. (Hey, that's Daniel Boulud!) None of it illuminates Carmy's character the way the specter of his dead brother did.
But food was never the real subject of this show, and the episode, like the season, improves dramatically whenever it returns to its roots. To Carmy's conversation with Sugar before his departure for New York. To flashbacks to the fork fight in "Fishes." To a Carmy who seems at peace shelling peas at an ungodly pace. Or harvesting vegetables. Trauma and hope and theory slip by in waves in "Tomorrow," scored by an ominous soundtrack so intrusive -- and omnipresent, even in scenes not involving Carmy -- that it drove me batty.
What "Tomorrow" makes clear is that "The Bear" is getting fancier. The conflicts are getting fiddlier, less primal. So are the techniques. And -- like regulars who miss the Beef and feel outclassed by the Bear -- I kind of hate the upgrade. My position is Richie's before "Forks," the episode last season that made him a believer in haute cuisine. (I remain a skeptic.)

Ebon Moss-Bachrach as Richard "Richie" Jerimovich in season three of FX's "The Bear." (FX)


But the best thing about this strange, wonderful little show is that it allows plenty of space for that reaction. "The Bear" has consistently thematized these high-low conflicts without resolving them. Sure, it celebrates the poetry of good food and the talents who cook it. It demonstrates how the constant state of emergency can forge a very particular kind of community. It makes clear why the business attracts damaged people -- and why rigor, structure and training might equip them to better navigate chaos. It explores the way stress that you actually choose can drown the bad stuff out, even if you're shelling peas for hours, and even if your boss whispers "you should be dead" in passing. It makes you feel Carmy's repulsion at the drippy messes in the old kitchen and the pleasure he takes in cleaning the new one.
Yet if "The Bear" captures the pleasure of calling "Hands!" when you've earned the right to create and plate something gorgeous, it also shows chefs vomiting from panic and overwork. Sweating and bleeding in low-end eateries as they try to get orders out. Trembling in high-end ones as they try (and fail) to place a sprig of fennel in precisely the right place, at the correct angle, on a dish. It's enough to make one a restaurant abolitionist. "No meal is worth this much suffering," I've thought while watching, more than once.
It's not an original thought. In fact, it's a slight variation on something Carmy himself says, and which Claire overhears while he's still trapped in the freezer: "No amount of good is worth how terrible this feels." And that, I think, is what this show does best: It anticipates and includes your objections. The most compelling case you can make against any position the show seems to endorse -- I'd argue, for instance, that fine dining can't possibly live up to the characters' fantasies about celebration and community, because it locks the majority out -- is made for you. Persuasively, and generously, by the show itself.
That's its dreamwork.
I won't discuss specific plot points for fear of getting into spoilers, and I don't want to overstate my distaste for the Bear (again, I mean the restaurant, not the show, which remains one of the best things on TV). It's useful as a loftier space for these fascinating characters to populate with their anxiety and silliness and love and hope. But the new restaurant is less interesting than the Beef because it's new. No new dish, however experimental, can compete with the ingredients that filthy old kitchen harbored: Mikey's spiraling self-hatred, Richie's loyalty, Tina's (Liza Colon-Zayas) hard love. The Bear matters, of course, but it's telling that the new season's two standout episodes, "Napkins" and "Ice Chips," both of which exceed last season's "Fishes" in virtuosity, take place outside it. And remind us, amid the swanky new restaurant's growing pains, of the dexterity and care with which this so-called "workplace comedy" handles more essential (and existential) questions.
I wrote last year that the writers showed unusual moxie by destroying the setting that made their fledgling show iconic. Demolishing the Beef seemed unthinkable after the success of that first season, and I found myself mourning the loss of that cramped kitchen, where so many people's hopes and needs clashed over the production of sandwiches.
The show's greatest gambit this time -- when it could have embraced an easy and redemptive story, one in which the Bear delivers on its promise to be all things to all people, bringing together the old and the new (honoring Mikey, making space for Syd, and reconciling the regulars and the rich by offering deconstructed mirepoix as well as the OG sandwiches) -- is gamely chasing the dysfunction. While still allowing for grace. And growth.
The Bear, 10 episodes, is available on Hulu.
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Paris Hilton recounts child abuse in congressional testimony
In Paris Hilton's opening remarks to Congress on Wednesday, she recounted institutional child abuse she said she experienced.
By Samantha Chery | 2024-06-26

Paris Hilton appears at a Ways and Means hearing on June 26. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


Paris Hilton recounted her experiences of institutional child abuse before the House Ways and Means Committee on Wednesday, as she urged Congress to better support children in foster care.
"When I was 16 years old, I was ripped from my bed in the middle of the night and transported across state lines to the first of four youth residential treatment facilities. These programs promised healing, growth and support but instead did not allow me to speak, move freely or even look out a window for two years," she said at the committee hearing on child welfare.

Media personality Paris Hilton testified on June 26 in a House Ways and Means committee hearing on institutional child abuse.


"I was force-fed medications and sexually abused by the staff. I was violently restrained and dragged down hallways, stripped naked and thrown into solitary confinement," she continued. "My parents were completely deceived, lied to and manipulated by this for-profit industry about the inhumane treatment I was experiencing."
The 43-year-old media personality's statement was her latest push for change in what's often called the "troubled teen" system, a largely unregulated multibillion-dollar industry that includes youth residential facilities. In recent years, the socialite has been testifying in state capitols and in D.C. in support of legislation that's meant to better protect children and bring more oversight to the programs.
In the 2020 YouTube documentary "This Is Paris," Hilton accused school staff members of abusing her. She soon after led a protest calling for the shutdown of Provo Canyon School, a Utah boarding school she attended and called "the worst of the worst."
In a 2021 op-ed in The Washington Post, she detailed "physical and psychological abuse" that she said she endured from staff at all four youth facilities she attended, explaining that she was "choked, slapped across the face, spied on while showering and deprived of sleep."
Hilton later said she was sexually abused at Provo Canyon School in a 2022 New York Times video. In the short clip, Hilton, her eyes welling up with tears, recounted how staff members without medical credentials would perform what she was told were "medical exams" on her and other teenage girls in the early-morning hours: "They would have us lay on the table and put their fingers inside of us," she said.
Hilton rose to fame as a socialite and shot to stardom alongside her friend Nicole Richie in the reality series "The Simple Life." In addition to her activism, she's known as an entrepreneur, influencer, podcaster and DJ.
Before Hilton closed her statement with a call to action for Congress, she sent a message to children in foster care.
"If you are a child in the system, hear my words: I see you. I believe you. I know what you're going through, and I won't give up on you," she said. "You are important, your future is important, and you deserve every opportunity to be safe and supported."
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'The Acolyte' revelations leave big questions for Star Wars universe
The fifth episode of "The Acolyte" brought insane lightsaber battles, a new Sith (we think) and plenty of questions about the future of the show.
By Herb Scribner | 2024-06-26

A scene from Season 1 of "The Acolyte" on Disney Plus. (Lucasfilm Ltd.)


Note: This article contains spoilers for "The Acolyte."
"The Acolyte" did not hold back with its fifth episode, which debuted Tuesday night on Disney Plus. The episode not only revealed the latest Star Wars show's big bad -- or, as Star Wars usually does it, the evil person behind the creepy mask -- but also featured thrilling and dynamic lightsaber battles that resulted in several Jedi deaths and raised alarming questions from the Star Wars faithful about what's going to happen next.
For the uninitiated, "The Acolyte" focuses on twin sisters Osha and Mae (both played by Amandla Stenberg), who find themselves on opposite sides of the star wars after they were separated by an attack on their family's enclave. Osha spent her remaining childhood among the Jedi, while Mae took apprenticeship under a villain who wears a dark cloak, wields a red lightsaber and speaks in coded riddles. He also has the obligatory creepy mask, with a smile that stretches just a little too long.
Under her unnamed master's tutelage, Mae attempted to kill four Jedi knights that she deemed responsible for killing her family. Osha, meanwhile, has been helping the Jedi with their investigation into her evil twin.
All of that led us to the show's fifth episode, titled "Night," in which the masked villain confronts the Jedi on the planet Khofar and reveals himself to be ... well, read on.
The episode kicks off with Darth Smiley (our name) battling a handful of Jedi knights. He disposes of the less-skilled ones quickly, then battles Master Sol (Lee Jung-jae), who had previously trained Osha and was leading the investigation into Mae.
During the skirmish with Sol, two other Jedi -- Yord Fandar (Charlie Barnett) and Padawan apprentice Jecki Lon (Dafne Keen) -- try their hand against the masked figure. Jecki holds her own, pulling an Ahsoka-esque move of wielding two small lightsabers in the tussle and forcing her opponent's mask to fall off.
It turns out the masked villain is Qimir (Manny Jacinto), a ditzy smuggler seen previously in the show as a friend to Mae. But he's not ditzy now; he's a Sith, and he's terrifying.
Qimir takes revenge by stabbing the young Jecki three times, killing her. Yord tries to avenge Jecki's death, but Qimir lays waste to him in a matter of seconds, snapping his neck in what might be one of the most graphic Star Wars deaths to date.
Sol, Osha and Mae eventually escape from Qimir, using a droid to attract nocturnal birds who drag the villain away into the trees.
The twin sisters stand around in the jungle, arguing over the skirmish. Plot twist: Mae knocks out Osha, puts on her clothes and assumes her identity, leaving with an unassuming Sol.
Qimir returns to the jungle, where he finds an unconscious Osha alone and eerily tells her: "What extraordinary beings we are. Even in the revelation of our triumph, we see the depth of our despair."
The episode's climax raised big questions about the state of the Star Wars galaxy.
Qimir identifies himself as a Sith after his mask is knocked off. ("I have no name, but the Jedi like you might call me Sith," he says.) And Mae would have been his acolyte. (Sith are fans of having a master and apprentice, no more, no less.) He's got a red lightsaber and a mask apparently made out of lightsaber-busting cortosis, all very Sithy.
That said, there's some debate about Qimir's true lineage and job title. He told Sol that he doesn't have a specific name and that the Jedi would identify him as Sith, though didn't outright say he was a Sith. And there's a quote from Master Ki-Adi-Mundi in "The Phantom Menace" film where he tells the Jedi Council, "The Sith have been extinct for a millennium," suggesting that, well, Sith haven't been around in a while. (The Jedi master was briefly spotted in Episode 4, raising even more questions about that comment.)
But there is also speculation that Qimir may be something completely different, which could tie into the sequel trilogy.
Many fans on social media Wednesday were quick to point out that Qimir's costume resembled another figure in recent Star Wars lore: Ren.
Ren is a mysterious figure in the Star Wars pantheon, mostly described in comic books as the leader of the Knights of Ren (a group of evil force-sensitive space knights) who wields a red lightsaber. In the lore, Ren even combats Darth Vader and has a run-in with bounty hunters during the Imperial era. Decades later, Ben Solo -- the son of Han Solo and Leia Organa who features prominently in the Star Wars sequel trilogy from the 2010s -- took on the moniker Kylo Ren after he became leader of the knights after his fallout with the Jedi order.
To add fuel to the speculative fires, Star Wars fans pointed out that a few musical notes in "The Acolyte" during Qimir's battles resembled Ren's theme from the sequel trilogy and that Qimir's mask looked a lot like Ren's mask.
Qimir's full intention, and his connection to the wider Star Wars galaxy, remains one of the questions moving forward in "The Acolyte," which has three more episodes in its run.
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What fans got wrong about Megan Thee Stallion's and Ice Spice's new album art
Covers of new releases by Megan Thee Stallion and Ice Spice feature images shot by iconic rap photographer David LaChapelle.
By Chris Kelly | 2024-06-26

The cover of Megan Thee Stallion's upcoming album, "Megan." (David LaChapelle)


The adage that you shouldn't judge a book by a cover doesn't seem to apply to albums. Earlier this month, when Megan Thee Stallion and Ice Spice debuted the cover artwork for their highly anticipated upcoming releases, the internet reaction was swift and harsh, critiquing the musicians' choices and the artistic ability of everyone involved.
Missing from the discussion, as with most online discourse, was context. Both covers were shot by photographer David LaChapelle, one of the most notable image makers in hip-hop history. In recent years, LaChapelle masterminded Travis Scott's "Astroworld," featuring the rapper's head as an inflatable sculpture, and the celestial cover for Doja Cat's "Planet Her." Neither of those covers proved as divisive. So what happened this time?
For decades, LaChapelle has been the photographer musicians called when they needed an instantly iconic image: think Britney Spears' Lolita-ish Rolling Stone cover, or Tupac Shakur, glistening in a bubble bath.
"You know it's a David LaChapelle photo when you look at it," says Vikki Tobak, a hip-hop journalist and the author of "Contact High: A Visual History of Hip-Hop." "His style is so specific, and he's known for that highly stylized, super vibrant, surreal imagery."
That uncanny surreality is most apparent on the cover of Megan Thee Stallion's eponymous "Megan." Illuminated by a giant transparent "M," the rapper is upside-down, nude and emerging from a chrysalis that hangs from a bare tree. Some observers assumed the art was generated by artificial intelligence.
"That was pretty much analog," LaChapelle says of the "Megan" cover. "We built that set, lit it, put a little bit of smoke. ... If that looks like AI, I'd like to know what buttons to press."
Due out Friday, "Megan" comes after several tumultuous years for the 29-year-old Houston rapper. Since scoring two No. 1 hits in 2020, Megan has settled a dispute with her original record label and was shot by musician Tory Lanez, an assault that landed him in prison for 10 years.
Imagery around lead singles "Cobra," "Hiss" and "Boa" has seen Megan shedding her skin and emerging anew, a theme captured on subsequently released alternative art for "Megan." LaChapelle's cover uses a different zoological metaphor, keying in on transformation and landing on the chrysalis, which he decided to put not in a "pretty garden" but on a set fashioned to look like one of America's abandoned malls (which was shot sideways and turned 90 degrees in post).
"I wanted to contrast the beauty of the chrysalis and the butterfly with this abandoned mall and put it somewhere unexpected," the photographer says.
The redemption arc captured on "Megan" is reminiscent of Tupac's famous bathtub photo shoot, which came after the legendary rapper had survived a 1994 shooting and spent time in prison on sexual abuse charges before being released pending an appeal.
"This vulnerability and martyrdom all comes out in both photos," Tobak says. "He's really good at zeroing in on that."

The cover of Ice Spice's latest album, "Y2K!" (David LaChapelle)


If Ice Spice is feeling vulnerable, the cover of "Y2K!" (due out Wednesday) doesn't show it. The art finds the Bronx rapper posed against a brick wall, in green lizard-skin stilettos and booty-flaunting short shorts. New York City icons -- an MTA card, a subway entrance, an overflowing garbage can with the name of the album spray-painted on it -- litter the frame. The artist's name, written in an old-school style by a "real deal" graffiti artist, was projected onto the set and subject during the shoot, LaChapelle says.
Front and center is Ice Spice's butt, a choice that recalls another of the photographer's muses, rapper Lil' Kim. The Brooklyn rapper played up her flamboyant, hypersexualized persona in several LaChapelle photos, including one that featured a nude Kim covered in Louis Vuitton logos: an appropriation of luxury labels in line with hip-hop's celebration of conspicuous consumption and a celebration of the female form.
"With women in hip-hop, the question has always been, 'Is this the real you? Is this the real image of you that you're putting across?'" Tobak says. "If it is, great, you own your sexuality, your femininity. ... If it's not, then I think that comes through in the photographs, as well."

Photographer and image maker David LaChapelle this spring at a news conference for his exhibition "Amor" in Mexico City. (Gerardo Vieyra/NURPHO via AP)


The upfront sexuality of Megan's and Ice Spice's album art is probably not what set the platform formerly known as Twitter ablaze: The rappers' fans know what to expect from them. But perhaps the campiness of the kitschy photos is lost on young audiences. The New York club world from which LaChapelle comes is long gone, and it's been 60 years since Susan Sontag defined camp's essence as "love of the unnatural ... of artifice and exaggeration."
"[LaChapelle] is very much rooted in New York clubs that were known for their imagery: a lot of dressing up, vibrancy and that kinetic energy of nightlife during that time," Tobak says. "He is great at taking that and then turning it into something that's so distinguishable, using color, elaborate sets and super dramatic compositions, and adding that little bit of playfulness and surrealness to it."
LaChapelle also came up during a previous era when magazine covers and album art represented the best look at pop stars, a scarcity that does not exist in the digital age where consumers are drowning in an endless scroll of imagery.
"Today, so much content has been created so quickly," LaChapelle says. "I'd rather do less than more and just have that be stronger. ... I like to do things that haven't been seen before."
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Country singer Orville Peck still wears a mask, but he's done hiding
The musician, who has collaborated with Willie Nelson, Elton John and Kylie Minogue, will perform at the Anthem on Sunday.
By Chris Kelly | 2024-06-26

Orville Peck. (Ben Prince)


For the last few years, the yeehaw agenda has been in full effect. From Lil Nas X's "Old Town Road" and Kacey Musgraves's pop crossover to Beyonce's latest album and Post Malone's latest transformation, musicians outside the mainstream of country music have taken cowboy culture for a ride and found comfort in the saddle.
The rise of Orville Peck has come alongside this cultural shift, and the 36-year-old singer-songwriter -- who performs under a pseudonym and wears a mask -- is making country music that recalls outlaw traditions and has found fans in collaborators Willie Nelson, Elton John and Kylie Minogue. The artist, who is gay, also serves as a reminder that neither America nor Americana is as homogenized and heteronormative as it may seem.
"Country culture, country music, cowboy culture, all of those things, they are from diverse beginnings," Peck says via Zoom. "The truth is, country music has always been diverse, and it's always been made by many people."
As a child, Peck, who was born in South Africa before moving to Canada in his teens, liked the music and oversize characters of Dolly Parton and Johnny Cash, but when he was coming of age, country music had become a "politicized" genre after Sept. 11: The Dixie Chicks were drummed out of the industry, and Toby Keith set the tone for Nashville with "Courtesy of the Red, White and Blue." That reactionary status quo inspired Peck to look to country music's past for inspiration.
"If you were interested in country music in the early 2000s and you were alternative or had a different mindset ... the obvious avenue to go down was the outlaws and the classic stuff, because it wasn't about any of that," Peck says. "It was about actually being an individual and being -- just like it says in the word -- outside of the law. ... Those were the things that interested me because I felt outside of things."
Peck played in punk bands and pursued a career in musical theater before embracing his cowboy alter ego and donning a hat, boots and his iconic mask. Even for a non-American, the iconography of the cowboy had always resonated with a self-described outsider who gravitated to characters like the Lone Ranger or even Indiana Jones.
"[The cowboy] represents so much about individuality and finding power in things like alienation, loneliness, solitude, misunderstanding," he says. "The mythical cowboy really appeals to people who are different but don't want that to be their weakness."
Crafting the persona of Orville Peck has allowed him to take a private part of his identity and supersize it, like a pro wrestler turning their real-life personality into a brash brawler in the ring. In kind, the size of Peck's mask, which once included a domino over his eyes and face-obscuring fringe, has had an inverse relationship to the artist's personal and artistic confidence. He hopes that fans embrace his growth, wherever it takes him.
"It's really important for artists to evolve," he says. "I make art and music for myself, and I've always trusted my gut about what kind of artist I want to be and what I want to put out there."
June 30 at 7 p.m. at the Anthem, 901 Wharf St. SW. theanthemdc.com. $59.50.
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Inside the first Commanders draft of the Adam Peters regime
How the 'Commanders Caucus,' the 'Commander' tag and a spirit of collaboration guided Washington's 2024 draft.
By Sam Fortier | 2024-06-27
Before the final day of April's NFL draft, Washington Commanders General Manager Adam Peters called a morning meeting. It had been an intense three months since his hiring as he started to rebuild the organization while also preparing for the draft, and now Peters wanted to gather his staff. Executives, scouts and coaches huddled in the draft room, away from the cameras, for what they called the "Commanders Caucus."
The idea -- which Peters brought with him from San Francisco, where it was called "Table Talk" -- was to give everyone involved a chance to advocate for any lesser-known prospects they thought the organization should draft or compete to sign as priority free agents.
By the end of the caucus, the room had a clear favorite: Temple linebacker Jordan Magee.
Early in the draft process, "there were a lot of people that didn't know a lot about him," assistant GM Lance Newmark said. But then Northeast college scout Ron Rose gave a presentation on the athletic, two-time captain who had shined even as the Owls struggled.
"When we met on [Magee], his film and the conversation opened a lot of people's eyes," Newmark said. "He really kind of burst on the scene for us."
During the caucus, Newmark recalled, at least one person from every department stumped for Magee. The Commanders didn't have a fourth-round pick, so they sweated for a couple hours, but early in the fifth, at No. 139, Washington was on the clock and Magee was still there. Peters asked Rose to pull Magee's name off the board.
"It was the ultimate organizational pick," Newmark said, and he considered it a symbol of the most "open, collaborative process" he had been around in nearly three decades in the NFL.
Newmark discussed each of Washington's draft choices in-depth during a recent interview. He praised the devotion of the personnel department, including the two national college scouts, six regional college scouts and the representative from the BLESTO scouting service, which studies underclassmen.
The information in this story, unless otherwise noted, comes from that interview and from a behind-the-scenes video published by the team. An asterisk signifies the prospect received the "Commander" tag, explained below.
College scout: Pete Picerelli
In February, Peters and Coach Dan Quinn convened in the GM's office to watch quarterback film. They turned on the first game of Daniels's senior year, when No. 5 LSU lost to No. 8 Florida State, 45-24, and Daniels didn't have his most impressive stat line -- he completed 22 of 37 passes for 346 yards, one touchdown and one interception and ran 15 times for 64 yards.
But on tape, Daniels was poised and explosive. He made high-level NFL throws and battled to keep his team in the game. His receiver fell down on the interception, and Daniels made the tackle to prevent a pick-six. He competed hard until the end.
Peters and Quinn were enamored.
"Everything pointed to him kind of all the way through the process," Newmark said. "But we had to do our due diligence on everybody, and I thought we were exhaustive in doing that."
In late March, a group of key decision-makers -- Peters, Newmark, Quinn and offensive coordinator Kliff Kingsbury -- went to watch quarterback pro days at Southern California, Michigan, LSU and North Carolina.
Newmark said they asked tons of questions to many people around the QBs: How does he handle pressure? How does he handle obligations of being the guy? How does his team feel about him? How does he work? What's his commitment? What's he like year-round?
"We just kept getting the answers we wanted to get," Newmark added.
Newmark described the travels as good bonding; one fond memory was flying out of Baton Rouge in "terrifying" turbulence.
On its draft board, Washington ranked Daniels and Michigan's J.J. McCarthy ahead of North Carolina's Drake Maye and others. The team also gave Daniels a "Commander" tag, a label used to identify prospects with desired characteristics.
When asked to explain the tag, Newmark was coy, calling it "a trade secret-type thing." He said there was no set list of criteria and the organization held open-forum discussions with the coaching staff and personnel department to determine whether a player should get the exclusive designation. (Out of hundreds of prospects, only 20 received it.)
The process was reminiscent of how, in 2017, the San Francisco 49ers' new regime started its rebuild by crafting a vision statement. The franchise's brain trust -- which at the time included Peters and Commanders senior personnel executive/adviser to the GM Martin Mayhew -- listed desired traits for new players under the categories of "49er Talent" and "49er Spirit."
In Washington, the tag seems to have a talent threshold -- all four picks who received it were chosen in the first two rounds -- and three of them were team captains in college. But, Newmark said, "you don't have to be a captain to get a Commander tag."
"In the end, you just kind of know that they're our kind of guy," he added.
College scout: Roger Terry
In the team's video, the Commanders' board (or at least the top of it) takes up an entire wall with prospects divided into 10 groups, the grade of 7.5 at the top and 5.0 at the bottom. By this pick, the video showed Newton with the highest grade of any remaining player on the board.
While the Commanders had other needs -- they unsuccessfully attempted to trade back into the first round for an offensive tackle -- they loved Newton too much to pass over him.
"Obviously, [defensive tackle] is a strength of our team," Newmark said. "But [Newton] just makes us even better. ... I always go back to: This guy can impact the game on all three downs. He's not a run stuffer; he's not a situational pass rusher. This guy can be on the field and impact the game in any situation. So those guys don't usually hang around in the mid-30s -- especially when [they have] this kind of football mind-set and attitude and leadership and competitiveness and all that."
One reason Newton may have fallen is his medical report. He had surgery in January to repair a fracture in his left foot, which forced him to miss most of the pre-draft process. And after the draft, Newton discovered he needed surgery on his right foot as well. He has not yet suited up for Washington, and Quinn said he isn't sure if Newton will be ready for the start of training camp.
Newmark declined to comment on what the team knew about Newton's injury when it drafted him.
College scout: Chuck Cook
After tense negotiations, Peters traded three picks -- Nos. 40, 78 and 152 -- to the Philadelphia Eagles for Nos. 50, 53 and 161. Most draft trade charts considered the deal a minor win for the Commanders.
The most difficult part of the deal was the late-round pick swap. Peters didn't want to lose a pick, and when Eagles GM Howie Roseman insisted on sending No. 210 instead of No. 161, Peters held firm and secured the higher pick.
"You're a pain in the a--," he told Roseman with a laugh.
After the Eagles used the first pick they acquired on Iowa cornerback Cooper DeJean, the Commanders grabbed a player they fell in love with in Ann Arbor. The team liked Sainristil's tape -- the receiver-turned-fiery-nickelback had the ball skills and competitiveness coveted by this defensive staff -- but he further impressed at Michigan's pro day.
Sainristil excelled on the field and at a small group dinner for Commanders executives and Wolverines prospects at Ruth's Chris Steak House. Newmark remembered "very easy conversation" and an "instant connection" with the "very genuine" 23-year-old.
Moments before the pick, a Cincinnati Bengals executive told Peters they were going to draft "Michigan" -- without specifying he meant defensive tackle Kris Jenkins. Peters then pranked Quinn, who, when he realized the joke, pounded the table in excitement.
"When I left Michigan, I was like, 'I really want to coach this guy,'" Quinn told principal owner Josh Harris.
College scout: Terry
During pre-draft meetings, Newmark said, many executives saw in Sinnott reminders of players they had been with in the past. For Peters, it was all-pro 49ers fullback Kyle Juszczyk and all-pro 49ers tight end George Kittle, versatile chess pieces who could make plays and clean up messes. Sinnott was tough, smart and lined up everywhere, too -- in-line, slot, backfield and wide.
Just before the pick, Harris asked, "Will he play with Zach [Ertz] on the team?"
"Oh yeah," Peters said. "He can play anywhere. He's fast, and he's got a ton of upside. ... He's just scratching the surface. He's got a chance to be really, really good."
In the room, Peters pointed out the team had used all of its first four picks on players with the Commander tag.
"I mean, we're getting all these guys," Harris said. "It's a good culture builder."
"That's exactly what it is," Peters replied. "And they're not just, like, good culture guys. They're freaking good-ass players."
College scout: Picerelli
Newmark declined to comment on why, with its earlier picks, the team chose Sainristil and Sinnott over an offensive lineman. In those spots, available tackle prospects included Houston's Patrick Paul, Notre Dame's Blake Fisher and BYU's Kingsley Suamataia.
But the Commanders finally addressed the offensive line with Coleman, "one of the first players I remember talking to Adam about after taking this job," Newmark said. It was mid-February, before he had even moved from Detroit to Virginia, and they were discussing prospects to focus on at the NFL combine when Newmark mentioned the three-year starter at TCU who had split his time between tackle and guard.
"When you start to think about the draft, there are certain guys you feel like might be a really good value," Newmark said. "It felt like he had a chance to be a really good value in this whole offensive line pool. We talked about that very early in our process and did a lot of work on him along the way."
Some experts believed Coleman would play guard in the NFL. Why did the Commanders see him as a tackle?
"[He] demonstrated the ability to play at a pretty significant level in college," Newmark said. "He had a ton of exposure there -- 1,500, 1,600 snaps against good people. Showed the ability to work both spots at the Senior Bowl. ... I don't know that -- we'll see what the future holds, you know? But he showed us enough to believe that we thought he had a chance to do it."
College scout: Picerelli
McCaffrey grabbed Washington's attention at the Senior Bowl. The former quarterback had only played receiver for two years and had not faced the toughest competition in Conference USA. But in Mobile, Ala., against better defensive backs, Newmark said, McCaffrey had success and showed "clear, steady improvement in his game."
In San Francisco, Peters got to know Christian McCaffrey, Luke's superstar older brother, and on draft night, he joked, "I missed having the McCaffreys around." Newmark said the team believes Luke will continue to ascend.
"He fits our building," Newmark added. "Guy's a freakin' workaholic. He loves football. He wants to be great."
During rookie minicamp, Daniels said, McCaffrey found out his quarterback was arriving at the facility at 5:45 a.m. and started doing the same.
College scout: Paul Skansi
In late rounds, teams often look for what are known as "height/weight/speed" prospects -- those with technical flaws but the frames and traits to contribute right away on special teams (and, over time, potentially grow into a larger role). Hampton -- Washington's pick after it grabbed Magee -- checked all the boxes: 6-foot-2, 215 pounds, impressive athleticism and experience at safety, linebacker and cornerback.
"A lot of raw traits that match what we like," Newmark said. "He was a guy that kind of rose through the process [with scouting] cross-checks and meetings. Kind of steadily became more and more interesting for us, and then, all of a sudden, [he] had the real good [athletic] testing information."
After turning in the pick, Peters turned to defensive coordinator Joe Whitt Jr. and special teams coordinator Larry Izzo.
"You guys have a lot of success with these types of guys," he told them. "I believe in you guys."
College scout: Cook
Newmark said the team liked Jean-Baptiste's pro day. He broke out a little as a sixth-year senior, and even though he was older (24) and super light for an edge rusher (239 pounds), the Commanders bet on his potential to ascend. The team already lists him at 260 pounds -- 21 heavier than his combine weight.
"There was a little bit of a 'something-to-prove' vibe with him because he was at Ohio State and just never really burst on the scene," Newmark said. "You always saw flashes of talent. Then he went to Notre Dame, and you saw more of it, and [he] got a little bit more exposure. But in the end, he was a raw, athletic pass rusher, [and] the flashes were intriguing."
By the end of the draft, the Commanders had remade their roster more radically than any other team in the NFL. Peters used the picks acquired for the pillars of yesterday -- Chase Young, Montez Sweat, Sam Howell -- to build the foundation of tomorrow.
While the success of the class almost certainly hinges on Daniels, what stood out most to Newmark was the collaboration.
"[It] was a really cool team-building process," he said. "Not only are we trying to get the right players, but we're developing chemistry and camaraderie within the building and a level of comfort between the scouts and coaches. It was a very open, honest, cool process."
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