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            1 of 1 | FILE - This combination of photos taken in Columbia, S.C. shows former President Donald Trump, left, on Feb. 24, 2024, and President Joe Biden on Jan. 27, 2024. (AP Photo)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- President Joe Biden and his Republican rival, Donald Trump, will meet for a debate on Thursday that offers an unparalleled opportunity for both candidates to try to reshape the political narrative. 

Biden, the Democratic incumbent, gets the chance to reassure voters that, at 81, he's capable of guiding the U.S. through a range of challenges. The 78-year-old Trump, meanwhile, could use the moment to try to move past his felony conviction in New York and convince an audience of tens of millions that he's temperamentally suited to return to the Oval Office.

Biden and Trump enter the night facing fierce headwinds, including a public weary of the tumult of partisan politics. Both candidates are disliked by majorities of Americans, according to polling, and offer sharply different visions on virtually every core issue. Trump has promised sweeping plans to remake the U.S. government if he returns to the White House and Biden argues that his opponent would pose an existential threat to the nation's democracy.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    





    



With just over four months until Election Day, their performances have the rare potential to alter the trajectory of the race. Every word and gesture will be parsed not just for what both men say but how they interact with each other and how they hold up under pressure.

"Debates tend not to change voters' perception in ways that change their vote: They ordinarily reinforce, not persuade," said Kathleen Hall Jamieson, the director of the Annenberg Public Policy Center at the University of Pennsylvania and an expert on presidential communications. "What makes this debate different is that you have in essence two incumbents about whom voters have very well-formed views. But that doesn't mean that those perceptions are right or match what voters will see on stage."
The debate marks a series of firsts



Trump and Biden haven't been on the same stage or even spoken since their last debate weeks before the 2020 presidential election. Trump skipped Biden's inauguration after leading an unprecedented and unsuccessful effort to overturn his loss to Biden that culminated in the Jan. 6 Capitol insurrection by his supporters. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Thursday's broadcast on CNN will be the earliest general election debate in history. It's the first-ever televised general election presidential debate hosted by a single news outlet after both campaigns ditched the bipartisan Commission on Presidential Debates, which had organized every matchup since 1988.





    



Under the network's rules, independent candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. did not qualify.

Aiming to avoid a repeat of their chaotic 2020 matchups, Biden insisted -- and Trump agreed -- to hold the debate without an audience and to allow the network to mute the candidates' microphones when it is not their turn to speak. There will be two commercial breaks, another departure from modern practice. The candidates have agreed not to consult staff or others while the cameras are off.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: How the Biden-Trump debate could change the trajectory of the 2024 campaign
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports tonight's Biden-Trump presidential debate has enormous stakes.

    


The timing follows moves by both candidates to respond to nationwide trends toward early voting by shifting forward the political calendar. It remains to be seen whether the advanced schedule will dampen the effects of any missteps or crystallize them in the public's mind.

    



"You have two men that have not debated in four years," said Phillippe Reines, a Democratic political consultant who helped former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton prepare for debates with Trump in 2016.

Biden and Trump, he said, "don't like each other, haven't seen each other, (are) pretty rusty heading into the biggest night of their lives. That about sums up what's at stake on Thursday."
Both sides recognize the stakes



The debate falls days after the second anniversary of the Supreme Court's overturning of Roe v. Wade, ending a federally guaranteed right to abortion and pushing reproductive rights into the center of politics ever since.

The faceoff also occurs just after the Biden White House took executive action to restrict asylum claims at the U.S.-Mexico border in an effort to lower the number of migrants entering the country. Trump has made illegal immigration a centerpiece of his campaign.

    



The wars in Ukraine and Gaza loom over the race, as do the candidates' sharply differing views about America's role in the world and its alliances. Differences on inflation, tax policy and government investment to build infrastructure and fight climate change will provide further contrasts.

Also in the political background: The Supreme Court is on the brink of announcing its decision on whether Trump is legally immune for his alleged role in the Jan. 6 insurrection. That's weeks after Trump was convicted in New York of taking part in a hush money scheme that prosecutors alleged was intended to unlawfully influence the 2016 election. 

Biden spent the week leading up to the debate secluded at Camp David with senior White House and campaign aides as well as a coterie of longtime advisers and allies. A mock stage was built at the compound to simulate the studio where the debate will be held, and Biden's personal attorney, Bob Bauer, was reprising his role as Trump in practice sessions. 

    



Aides say the work reflects Biden's understanding that he can't afford a flat showing. They insist the sometimes stodgy orator would rise to the occasion. 

Trump, meanwhile, has continued his more unstructured debate prep with two days of meetings at his Florida estate, phoning allies and supporters, and road-testing attacks in social media postings and in interviews with conservative-leaning outlets. The unorganized style that is a hallmark of the former president's often-rambling rally speeches could present a challenge in the regimented, tightly timed debate format.

Trump and his aides have spent months chronicling what they argue are signs of Biden's diminished stamina. In recent days, they've started to predict Biden will be stronger on Thursday, aiming to raise expectations for the incumbent.
The candidates have Georgia on their mind



Atlanta, the debate's host city, offers symbolic and practical meaning for the campaign, but each side believes that what happens there will resonate far and wide. 

In 2020, Biden secured Georgia's 16 electoral votes with a margin of less than 12,000 votes out of 5 million cast. Trump pushed the state's Republican leadership to overturn his victory based on false theories of voter fraud, memorably being caught on tape saying he wanted to "find 11,780 votes." He now faces state racketeering charges.

Both campaigns held a flurry of events in Atlanta leading into the debate, including competing events at Black-owned local businesses. Trump called in Friday to a gathering at Rocky's Barbershop in the Buckhead community to talk about his matchup with Biden and question whether CNN moderators Jake Tapper and Dana Bash would treat him fairly.

Heading out of the debate, both Biden and Trump will travel to states they hope to swing their way this fall. Trump is heading to Virginia, a onetime battleground that has shifted toward Democrats in recent years.

Biden is set to jet off to North Carolina, where he is expected to hold the largest-yet rally of his campaign in a state Trump narrowly carried in 2020. 

___

Miller, Superville and Weissert reported from Washington and Price from New York. AP video journalist Nathan Ellgren in Washington contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/bidentrumppresidentialdebate-0e7577e9a354a69f50675494fea54ca9
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            1 of 10 | Katie Mahoney, left, and Rev. Patrick Mahoney, chief strategy officer for Stanton Healthcare, an Idaho-based pregnancy center that does not provide abortions, read the text of a Supreme Court decision outside the Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Washington. The Supreme Court cleared the way Thursday for Idaho hospitals to provide emergency abortions for now in a procedural ruling that left key questions unanswered and could mean the issue ends up before the conservative-majority court again soon. At right is supporter Kevin Krueger. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            2 of 10 | Katie Mahoney, left, and Rev. Patrick Mahoney, chief strategy officer for Stanton Healthcare, an Idaho-based pregnancy center that does not provide abortions, read the text of a Supreme Court decision outside the Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Washington. The Supreme Court cleared the way Thursday for Idaho hospitals to provide emergency abortions for now in a procedural ruling that left key questions unanswered and could mean the issue ends up before the conservative-majority court again soon. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            3 of 10 | Rev. Patrick Mahoney, center, chief strategy officer for Stanton Healthcare, an Idaho-based pregnancy center that does not provide abortions, is flanked by Katie Mahoney, left, and supporter Kevin Krueger, right, as he speaks to the press outside the Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Washington. The Supreme Court cleared the way Thursday for Idaho hospitals to provide emergency abortions for now in a procedural ruling that left key questions unanswered and could mean the issue ends up before the conservative-majority court again soon. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            4 of 10 | Demonstrators stand outside the Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Washington. The Supreme Court cleared the way Thursday for Idaho hospitals to provide emergency abortions for now in a procedural ruling that left key questions unanswered and could mean the issue ends up before the conservative-majority court again soon. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            5 of 10 | Katie Mahoney, left, and Rev. Patrick Mahoney, chief strategy officer for Stanton Healthcare, an Idaho-based pregnancy center that does not provide abortions, read the text of a Supreme Court decision outside the Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Washington. The Supreme Court cleared the way Thursday for Idaho hospitals to provide emergency abortions for now in a procedural ruling that left key questions unanswered and could mean the issue ends up before the conservative-majority court again soon. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            6 of 10 | Law enforcement officers stand behind barricades outside the Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            7 of 10 | The Supreme Court building is seen on Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            8 of 10 | The Supreme Court is seen, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            9 of 10 | FILE - Tourists visit the Supreme Court, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Washington. The Supreme Court has overturned the bribery conviction of a former Indiana mayor in an opinion that narrows the scope of public corruption law. The high court on Wednesday sided with James Snyder, who was convicted of taking $13,000 from a trucking company after prosecutors said he steered about $1 million worth of city contracts their way. Snyder has maintained his innocence, saying the money was payment for consulting work. Snyder is a Republican. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            10 of 10 | The Supreme Court building is seen, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            1 of 10 | Katie Mahoney, left, and Rev. Patrick Mahoney, chief strategy officer for Stanton Healthcare, an Idaho-based pregnancy center that does not provide abortions, read the text of a Supreme Court decision outside the Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Washington. The Supreme Court cleared the way Thursday for Idaho hospitals to provide emergency abortions for now in a procedural ruling that left key questions unanswered and could mean the issue ends up before the conservative-majority court again soon. At right is supporter Kevin Krueger. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            2 of 10 | Katie Mahoney, left, and Rev. Patrick Mahoney, chief strategy officer for Stanton Healthcare, an Idaho-based pregnancy center that does not provide abortions, read the text of a Supreme Court decision outside the Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Washington. The Supreme Court cleared the way Thursday for Idaho hospitals to provide emergency abortions for now in a procedural ruling that left key questions unanswered and could mean the issue ends up before the conservative-majority court again soon. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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Katie Mahoney, left, and Rev. Patrick Mahoney, chief strategy officer for Stanton Healthcare, an Idaho-based pregnancy center that does not provide abortions, read the text of a Supreme Court decision outside the Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Washington. The Supreme Court cleared the way Thursday for Idaho hospitals to provide emergency abortions for now in a procedural ruling that left key questions unanswered and could mean the issue ends up before the conservative-majority court again soon. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            3 of 10 | Rev. Patrick Mahoney, center, chief strategy officer for Stanton Healthcare, an Idaho-based pregnancy center that does not provide abortions, is flanked by Katie Mahoney, left, and supporter Kevin Krueger, right, as he speaks to the press outside the Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Washington. The Supreme Court cleared the way Thursday for Idaho hospitals to provide emergency abortions for now in a procedural ruling that left key questions unanswered and could mean the issue ends up before the conservative-majority court again soon. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            4 of 10 | Demonstrators stand outside the Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Washington. The Supreme Court cleared the way Thursday for Idaho hospitals to provide emergency abortions for now in a procedural ruling that left key questions unanswered and could mean the issue ends up before the conservative-majority court again soon. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            5 of 10 | Katie Mahoney, left, and Rev. Patrick Mahoney, chief strategy officer for Stanton Healthcare, an Idaho-based pregnancy center that does not provide abortions, read the text of a Supreme Court decision outside the Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Washington. The Supreme Court cleared the way Thursday for Idaho hospitals to provide emergency abortions for now in a procedural ruling that left key questions unanswered and could mean the issue ends up before the conservative-majority court again soon. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court cleared the way Thursday for Idaho hospitals to provide emergency abortions, for now, in a procedural ruling that left key questions unanswered and could mean the issue ends up before the conservative-majority court again soon. 
The ruling was briefly posted on the court's website accidentally and quickly taken down a day earlier. By a 6-3 vote, it reverses the court's earlier order that had allowed an Idaho abortion ban to go into effect, even in medical emergencies.
Abortion is front and center in the 2024 election campaign, a direct result of the court's seismic ruling two years ago that overturned the nationwide right to abortion. But in this decision and another that preserved access to abortion medication, the justices avoided broader rulings that might have further stoked political passions in an election year.

    


The Idaho opinion doesn't answer key questions about whether doctors can provide emergency abortions elsewhere, a significant issue as most Republican-controlled states have moved to restrict the procedure. 
In Texas, for example, an appeals court sided with the state, finding federal health care law does not trump a state ban on abortion. Complaints of pregnant patients being turned away from emergency rooms in Texas immediately spiked following the Supreme Court's 2022 decision to overturn a constitutional right to abortion, according to federal documents obtained by The Associated Press. 




The current issue came before the high court after the Biden administration sued Idaho to allow abortions in emergency cases where a woman's health was at serious risk.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The justices found that the court should not have gotten involved in the case so quickly, and the majority reinstated a lower court order that had allowed hospitals in the state to perform emergency abortions to protect a pregnant patient's health.

    


The contours of the issue have changed in the months since the court decided to take up the case, Justice Amy Coney Barrett wrote in a concurrence joined by Chief Justice John Roberts and Justice Brett Kavanaugh. 
"I am now convinced that these cases are no longer appropriate for early resolution," Barrett wrote, pointing to revisions Idaho made to its abortion ban and the Biden administration making clear that its arguments were aimed at rare cases.
Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson said the court should decide now, arguing the earlier order meant Idaho doctors were forced to watch as patients suffered or airlifted out of state for care. 
"We had ample time to consider this issue," she said, underscoring her views by reading a summary of her opinion aloud in the courtroom. "Not doing anything is problematic for several reasons."
Conservative Justice Samuel Alito, who authored the decision overturning Roe v. Wade, also disagreed with the decision to dismiss the case now. Joined by Justice Neil Gorsuch and Clarence Thomas, he suggested the court should side with Idaho. Federal health care law "conclusively shows that it does not require hospitals to perform abortions," he wrote. 

    


The premature release marked the second time in two years that an abortion ruling went out early, though in slightly different circumstances. The court's seismic ruling ending the constitutional right to abortion was leaked to Politico.
Democratic President Joe Biden said the court's order ensures that Idaho women can get the care they need while the case continues to play out. 
"Doctors should be able to practice medicine. Patients should be able to get the care they need," he said. 
A new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research found that about 7 in 10 U.S. adults favor protecting access to abortions for patients who are experiencing miscarriages or other pregnancy-related emergencies.
Abortion-rights groups said the opinion would bring temporary relief, but leave "devastating" uncertainty about the larger picture. "This fight is far from over," said Alexa Kolbi-Molinas, deputy director of the ACLU Reproductive Freedom Project.

    


Idaho, meanwhile, had argued that its law does provide an exception to save the life of a pregnant patient and that federal law doesn't require expanded exceptions. 
State Attorney General Raul Labrador said the Biden administration had "overreached" on the issue and he expected it to end up back before the Supreme Court. "We feel pretty strongly we're going to win this case in the end," he said. 
Kate Daniel, state policy director for the national anti-abortion group Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life America, called the decision a "setback," but maintained that Idaho's abortion ban does not conflict with federal healthcare law. 
The Biden administration has also appealed the Texas emergency abortion ruling to the high court, leaving another avenue for the issue to appear again. The justices are unlikely to even consider whether to take up the Texas case before the fall.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.
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Supreme Court halts enforcement of the EPA's plan to limit downwind pollution from power plants
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court is putting the Environmental Protection Agency's air pollution-fighting "good neighbor" plan on hold while legal challenges continue, the conservative-led court's latest blow to federal regulations.
The justices in a 5-4 vote on Thursday rejected arguments by the Biden administration and Democratic-controlled states that the plan was cutting air pollution and saving lives in 11 states where it was being enforced and that the high court's intervention was unwarranted.
The rule is intended to restrict smokestack emissions from power plants and other industrial sources that burden downwind areas with smog-causing pollution. It will remain on hold while the federal appeals court in Washington considers a challenge to the plan from industry and Republican-led states.
Writing for the court, Justice Neil Gorsuch said the states are likely to win in the end, among the factors justifying the court's decision to block the plan for now.

    


In dissent, Justice Amy Coney Barrett was joined by her three liberal colleagues. Barrett said she doubted the states and industry would ultimately prevail.




Yet the high court's order, "leaves large swaths of upwind States free to keep contributing significantly to their downwind neighbors' ozone problems for the next several years," she wrote.
In a statement, the EPA noted that court's action was not a final decision. "The EPA is disappointed in today's ruling, which will postpone the benefits that the Good Neighbor Plan is already achieving in many states and communities," the EPA said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Supreme Court, with a 6-3 conservative majority, has increasingly reined in the powers of federal agencies, including the EPA, in recent years. The justices have restricted the EPA's authority to fight air and water pollution -- including a landmark 2022 ruling that limited the EPA's authority to regulate carbon dioxide emissions from power plants that contribute to global warming. The court also shot down a vaccine mandate and blocked President Joe Biden's student loan forgiveness program.

    


The court is currently weighing whether to overturn its 40-year-old Chevron decision, which has been the basis for upholding a wide range of regulations on public health, workplace safety and consumer protections. 
Three energy-producing states -- Ohio, Indiana and West Virginia -- have challenged the air pollution rule, along with the steel industry and other groups, calling it costly and ineffective. They had asked the high court to put it on hold while their challenge makes it way through the courts.
The challengers pointed to decisions in courts around the country that have paused the rule in a dozen states, arguing that those decisions have undermined the EPA's aim of providing a national solution to the problem of ozone pollution because the agency relied on the assumption that all 23 states targeted by the rule would participate.
The issue came to the court on an emergency basis, which almost always results in an order from the court without arguments before the justices.

    


But not this time. The court heard arguments in late February, when a majority of the court seemed skeptical of arguments from the administration and New York, representing Democratic states, that the "good neighbor" rule was important to protect downwind states that receive unwanted air pollution from other states.
The EPA has said power plant emissions dropped by 18% last year in the 10 states where it has been allowed to enforce its rule, which was finalized a year ago. Those states are Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Wisconsin. In California, limits on emissions from industrial sources other than power plants are supposed to take effect in 2026.
The rule is on hold in another dozen states because of separate legal challenges. Those states are Alabama, Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nevada, Oklahoma, Texas, Utah and West Virginia.
States that contribute to ground-level ozone, or smog, are required to submit plans ensuring that coal-fired power plants and other industrial sites don't add significantly to air pollution in other states. In cases in which a state has not submitted a "good neighbor" plan -- or in which the EPA disapproves a state plan -- the federal plan was supposed to ensure that downwind states are protected.
Ground-level ozone, which forms when industrial pollutants chemically react in the presence of sunlight, can cause respiratory problems, including asthma and chronic bronchitis. People with compromised immune systems, the elderly and children playing outdoors are particularly vulnerable.
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The Supreme Court rejects a nationwide opioid settlement with OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma
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            1 of 4 | FILE - Fake pill bottles with messages about Purdue Pharma are displayed during a protest outside the courthouse where the bankruptcy of the company is taking place in White Plains, N.Y., Monday, Aug. 9, 2021. The Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, rejected a nationwide settlement with OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma that would have shielded members of the Sackler family who own the company from civil lawsuits over the toll of opioids but also would have provided billions of dollars to combat the opioid epidemic. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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            2 of 4 | Broadcast media equipment is set up outside the Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            3 of 4 | The U.S Supreme Court is seen on Friday, June 14, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)
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        The Supreme Court rejects a nationwide opioid settlement with OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Thursday rejected a nationwide settlement with OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma that would have shielded members of the Sackler family who own the company from civil lawsuits over the toll of opioids but also would have provided billions of dollars to combat the opioid epidemic.
The decision also could affect other major bankruptcies, including the $2.4 billion bankruptcy plan for the Boy Scouts of America that has been approved by a federal judge, lawyers said. 
After deliberating more than six months, the justices in a 5-4 vote blocked an agreement hammered out with state and local governments and victims. The Sacklers would have contributed up to $6 billion and given up ownership of the company but retained billions more. The agreement provided that the company would emerge from bankruptcy as a different entity, with its profits used for treatment and prevention. 

    


Justice Neil Gorsuch, writing for the majority, said "nothing in present law authorizes the Sackler discharge."
Chief Justice John Roberts and Justices Brett Kavanaugh, Elena Kagan and Sonia Sotomayor dissented.




"Opioid victims and other future victims of mass torts will suffer greatly in the wake of today's unfortunate and destabilizing decision," Kavanaugh wrote. 
The high court had put the settlement on hold last summer, in response to objections from the Biden administration.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's unclear what happens next, although lawyers involved in the case expect negotiations to resume.
"Today's Supreme Court ruling marks a major setback for the families who lost loved ones to overdose and for those still struggling with addiction," Edward Neiger, a lawyer representing more than 60,000 overdose victims, said in a statement.
"The Purdue plan was a victim-centered plan that would provide billions of dollars to the states to be used exclusively to abate the opioid crisis and $750 million for victims of the crisis, so that they could begin to rebuild their lives. As a result of the senseless three-year crusade by the government against the plan, thousands of people died of overdose, and today's decision will lead to more needless overdose deaths."

    


An opponent of the settlement praised the outcome.
Ed Bisch's 18-year-old son Eddie, died from an overdose after taking OxyContin in Philadelphia in 2001.
The older Bisch, who lives in New Jersey, has been speaking out against Purdue and Sackler family members ever since and is part of a relatively small but vocal group of victims and family members who opposed the settlement.
"This is a step toward justice. It was outrageous what they were trying to get away with," he said Thursday. "They have made a mockery of the justice system and then they tried to make a mockery of the bankruptcy system."
He said he would have accepted the deal if he thought it would have made a dent in the opioid crisis.
He's now calling on the Department of Justice to seek criminal charges against Sackler family members
Arguments in early December lasted nearly two hours in a packed courtroom as the justices seemed, by turns, unwilling to disrupt a carefully negotiated settlement and reluctant to reward the Sacklers.

    


The issue for the justices was whether the legal shield that bankruptcy provides can be extended to people such as the Sacklers, who have not declared bankruptcy themselves. Lower courts had issued conflicting decisions over that issue, which also has implications for other major product liability lawsuits settled through the bankruptcy system.
The U.S. Bankruptcy Trustee, an arm of the Justice Department, argued that the bankruptcy law does not permit protecting the Sackler family from being sued. During the Trump administration, the government supported the settlement.
The Biden administration had argued to the court that negotiations could resume, and perhaps lead to a better deal, if the court were to stop the current agreement.
Proponents of the plan said third-party releases are sometimes necessary to forge an agreement, and federal law imposes no prohibition against them.

    


But the court majority that also included Justices Samuel Alito, Amy Coney Barrett, Ketanji Brown Jackson and Clarence Thomas disagreed.
"The Sacklers seek greater relief than a bankruptcy discharge normally affords, for they hope to extinguish even claims for wrongful death and fraud, and they seek to do so without putting anything close to all their assets on the table," Gorsuch wrote. "Nor is what the Sacklers seek a traditional release, for they hope to have a court extinguish claims of opioid victims without their consent." 
Congress could write special rules for opioid-related bankruptcies, he wrote.
And Kavanaugh, in dissent, urged lawmakers to do just that. "Only Congress can fix the chaos that will now ensue," he wrote.
Jason Amala, a lawyer representing more than 1,000 men who allege they were sexually abused as children by Boy Scout leaders and volunteers, said the decision could affect the Boy Scouts plan and others that employ similar releases from liability.

    


"The Supreme Court's decision is pretty simple," Amala said in a statement. "If you hurt someone, you and your insurance company will have to pay fair value to settle their claim. If you want bankruptcy protection, you will have to file your own bankruptcy, disclose your assets and liabilities, and pay whatever amount a bankruptcy judge decides is appropriate."
OxyContin first hit the market in 1996, and Purdue Pharma's aggressive marketing of it is often cited as a catalyst of the nationwide opioid epidemic, with doctors persuaded to prescribe painkillers with less regard for addiction dangers.
The drug and the Stamford, Connecticut-based company became synonymous with the crisis, even though the majority of pills being prescribed and used were generic drugs. Opioid-related overdose deaths have continued to climb, hitting 80,000 in recent years. Most of those are from fentanyl and other synthetic drugs.
The Purdue Pharma settlement would have ranked among the largest reached by drug companies, wholesalers and pharmacies to resolve epidemic-related lawsuits filed by state, local and Native American tribal governments and others. Those settlements have totaled more than $50 billion.
But the Purdue Pharma settlement would have been only the second so far to include direct payments to victims from a $750 million pool. Payouts would have ranged from about $3,500 to $48,000.
Sackler family members no longer are on the company's board, and they have not received payouts from it since before Purdue Pharma entered bankruptcy. In the decade before that, though, they were paid more than $10 billion, about half of which family members said went to pay taxes.
The case is Harrington v. Purdue Pharma, 22-859.
___
This story has been corrected to show Chief Justice John Roberts was a dissenter, not Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson.
___
Associated Press writer Geoff Mulvihill contributed to this report from Cherry Hill, New Jersey.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.
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After failed coup attempt, many Bolivians rally behind president, though some are wary
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                    Supporters of Bolivian President Luis Arce protest against the now-ousted Bolivian army chief who led some soldiers to storm the presidential palace, outside police offices in La Paz, Bolivia, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The signs read in Spanish, left, "No to the coup. Respect democracy!" and "Yes to democracy! Jail the coup plotters." (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Top officials of the Bolivian army and navy arrested and investigated for coup attempt

        
        
            Soon after the Bolivian government reported the brief attack on the presidential palace as an attempted coup, the commanders of the army and the navy were arrested and presented as the highest-ranking officers of Wednesday's rebellion.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Top officials of the Bolivian army and navy arrested and investigated for coup attempt
Soon after the Bolivian government reported the brief attack on the presidential palace as an attempted coup, the commanders of the army and the navy were arrested and presented as the highest-ranking officers of Wednesday's rebellion.
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            1 of 10 | Supporters of Bolivian President Luis Arce protest against the now-ousted Bolivian army chief who led some soldiers to storm the presidential palace, outside police offices in La Paz, Bolivia, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The signs read in Spanish, left, "No to the coup. Respect democracy!" and "Yes to democracy! Jail the coup plotters." (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            2 of 10 | Army Cmdr. Gen. Juan Jose Zuniga sits inside an armored vehicle at Plaza Murillo in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed into the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday as President Luis Arce said the country faced an attempted coup. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            3 of 10 | Bolivian police hold the detained Juan Jose Zuniga, former general commander of the Army, in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An apparent failed coup attempt erupted Wednesday in the country, and Zuniga appeared to be leading the rebellion. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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Bolivian police hold the detained Juan Jose Zuniga, former general commander of the Army, in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An apparent failed coup attempt erupted Wednesday in the country, and Zuniga appeared to be leading the rebellion. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            4 of 10 | Police guard the government palace the day after a now-ousted Bolivian army chief led some soldiers to storm the building in La Paz, Bolivia, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The rebellion was short-lived as authorities arrested the general and his soldiers retreated. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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Police guard the government palace the day after a now-ousted Bolivian army chief led some soldiers to storm the building in La Paz, Bolivia, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The rebellion was short-lived as authorities arrested the general and his soldiers retreated. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            5 of 10 | An armored vehicle and military police form outside the government palace at Plaza Murillo in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed into the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday as President Luis Arce said the country faced an attempted coup. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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An armored vehicle and military police form outside the government palace at Plaza Murillo in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed into the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday as President Luis Arce said the country faced an attempted coup. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            6 of 10 | Bolivian President Luis Arce raises a clenched fist surrounded by supporters and media, outside the government palace in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday in an apparent coup attempt against Arce, but he vowed to stand firm and named a new army commander who ordered troops to stand down. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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Bolivian President Luis Arce raises a clenched fist surrounded by supporters and media, outside the government palace in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday in an apparent coup attempt against Arce, but he vowed to stand firm and named a new army commander who ordered troops to stand down. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            7 of 10 | Alicia Chura, a supporter of Bolivian President Luis Arce, shouts against a now-ousted Bolivian army chief who led some soldiers to storm the presidential palace, outside police offices in La Paz, Bolivia, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The rebellion was short-lived as authorities arrested Gen. Juan Jose Zuniga and his soldiers retreated. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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Alicia Chura, a supporter of Bolivian President Luis Arce, shouts against a now-ousted Bolivian army chief who led some soldiers to storm the presidential palace, outside police offices in La Paz, Bolivia, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The rebellion was short-lived as authorities arrested Gen. Juan Jose Zuniga and his soldiers retreated. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            8 of 10 | Military police block entry to Plaza Murillo in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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Military police block entry to Plaza Murillo in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            9 of 10 | Supporters of Bolivian President Luis Arce crowd into Plaza Murillo in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed the doors of Bolivia's government palace located in Plaza Murillo, in an apparent coup attempt on Wednesday against Arce, but he vowed to stand firm and named a new army commander who ordered troops to stand down. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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Supporters of Bolivian President Luis Arce crowd into Plaza Murillo in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed the doors of Bolivia's government palace located in Plaza Murillo, in an apparent coup attempt on Wednesday against Arce, but he vowed to stand firm and named a new army commander who ordered troops to stand down. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            10 of 10 | A supporter of Bolivian President Luis Arce raises a clenched fist in front of the government palace in Plaza Murillo, in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Arce addressed supporters who gathered in Plaza Murillo, after Wednesday's apparent failed coup attempt. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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A supporter of Bolivian President Luis Arce raises a clenched fist in front of the government palace in Plaza Murillo, in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Arce addressed supporters who gathered in Plaza Murillo, after Wednesday's apparent failed coup attempt. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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                                        LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) -- Supporters of Bolivia's president rallied outside his palace on Thursday after a failed coup attempt a day earlier, giving some political breathing room to the leader of this economically troubled country as they chanted pro-democracy slogans.

The South American nation of 12 million watched in shock and bewilderment Wednesday as military forces appeared to turn on the government of President Luis Arce, seizing control of the capital's main square with armored vehicles, crashing a tank into the presidential palace and unleashing tear gas on protesters. Three hours later, the army general who led the attempted coup was in custody. 

    



On Thursday, riot police guarded the palace doors and Arce -- who has struggled to manage the country's shortages of foreign currency and fuel -- condemned the now-ousted Bolivian army chief, Gen. Juan Jose Zuniga. 

Analysts say that the surge of public support for Arce, even if fleeting, provides him with a much-needed reprieve from the country's economic quagmire and political turmoil. The president is locked in a deepening rivalry with the popular former President Evo Morales, his erstwhile ally who has threatened to challenge Arce in 2025 primaries.

"The president's management has been very bad, there are no dollars, there is no petrol," said La Paz-based political analyst Paul Coca. "Yesterday's military move is going to help his image a bit, but it's no solution." 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Protesters rally in Bolivia, boosting the president and denouncing the thwarted military coup
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on a failed attempted coup in Bolivia.

    


Some protesters gathered outside the police station where the former army general was being detained, shouting that he should go to jail. "It's a shame what Zuniga did," said 47-year-old Dora Quispe, one of the demonstrators. "We are in a democracy, not a dictatorship." 

Before his arrest late Wednesday, Zuniga alleged without providing evidence that Arce himself had ordered the general to carry out the coup attempt in a ruse to boost the president's popularity. That fueled a frenzy of speculation about what really happened, and opposition senators and government critics echoed the accusations, calling the mutiny a "self-coup" -- a claim strongly denied by Arce's government. 

In La Paz's main Plaza Murillo, demonstrators addressed Arce, yelling "Lucho, you are not alone!" as fireworks exploded overhead. Lucho, a common nickname for Luis, also means "fight" in Spanish.

Some Bolivians said they believed Gen. Zuniga's allegations on national TV that the coup attempt was a hoax. 



    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


"They are playing with the intelligence of the people, because nobody believes that it was a real coup," said 48-year-old lawyer Evaristo Mamani. 

Lawmakers and former officials also bolstered the allegations. "This has been a set-up," said Carlos Romero, a former official in the Morales government. "Zuniga followed the script as he was ordered." 

Soon after the military action was underway, it became clear that any attempted takeover had no meaningful political support. The rebellion ended bloodlessly by the end of the business day. Arce named a new army commander, who immediately ordered troops to retreat.

"Here we are, firm, in the presidential palace, to confront any coup attempt," Arce said after facing down Zuniga. Hundreds of the president's supporters surged into streets surrounding the palace Wednesday night, singing the national anthem and cheering for Arce.

Authorities swiftly arrested Zuniga as his soldiers retreated from central La Paz.

    



The U.S. deputy secretary of state for management, Rich Verma, condemned Zuniga's actions and speaking in Paraguay on Thursday noted that "democracy remains fragile in our hemisphere."

The short-lived mutiny followed months of mounting tensions between Arce and ex-President Morales, Bolivia's first Indigenous president. Morales has staged a dramatic political comeback since mass protests and a deadly crackdown prompted him to resign and flee in 2019 -- a military-backed ouster that his supporters decry as a coup.

Morales has vowed to run against Arce in 2025 elections despite a constitutional court ruling that said he was ineligible because he had already served. The possibility of Morales running again has rattled Arce, whose popularity has plunged as the country's foreign currency reserves dwindle, its natural gas exports plummet and its currency peg to the U.S. dollar collapses.

The cash crunch has ramped up pressure on Arce to scrap food and fuel subsidies that have put a strain on state finances, a combustible move ahead of elections. 

Defense Minister Edmundo Novillo said Wednesday's turmoil had its roots in a private meeting Tuesday in which Arce dismissed Zuniga over the army chief's threats to arrest Morales if he proceeded to join the 2025 race. Arce has also denied the legitimacy of Morales' presidential bid. 

In their meeting, Zuniga gave officials no indication he was preparing to seize power, Novillo said. 

    



"He admitted that he had committed some excesses," he said of Zuniga. "We said goodbye in the most friendly way, with hugs. Zuniga said that he would always be at the side of the president." 

Mere hours later, panic gripped the capital of La Paz. Tailed by armored vehicles and supporters, Zuniga burst into government headquarters and declared the armed forces sought "to restore Bolivia's democracy." 

The influx of soldiers sent Bolivians into a frenzy, thronging ATMs, queuing outside gas stations and ransacking grocery stores. By one count, Bolivia has had more than 190 coup attempts and revolutions since its 1825 independence.

The country's fragmented opposition rejected the coup before it was clear it had failed. Former interim President Jeanine Anez, detained for her role in Morales' 2019 ouster, said that soldiers sought to "destroy the constitutional order," but appealed to both Arce and Morales not to run in the 2025 elections.

Santa Cruz Gov. Luis Fernando Camacho, also detained for allegedly orchestrating a coup in 2019, demanded answers from Arce's government on Thursday. 

"Was it a media spectacle put on by the government itself, as General Zuniga says? Was it just some military madness? Was it simply another example of lack of control?" he wrote on social media platform X. 

Zuniga's answer came as a shock, telling reporters that Arce had asked him directly to storm the palace and bring armored vehicles into downtown La Paz.

"The president told me: 'The situation is very screwed up, very critical. It is necessary to prepare something to raise my popularity,'" Zuniga alleged the Bolivian leader told him. 





Bolivian officials have denied Zuniga's claims, insisting the general was lying to justify his actions. Prosecutors said they'd seek the maximum sentence of 15 to 20 years in prison for Zuniga on charges of "attacking the constitution."

Political experts struggling to comprehend the reasons behind Wednesday's turmoil.

"This is the weirdest coup attempt I have ever seen," said Kathryn Ledebur, director of the Andean Information Network, a Bolivia-based research group. "Bolivia's democracy remains very fragile, and definitely a great deal more fragile today than it was yesterday." 

___

DeBre reported from Buenos Aires, Argentina.
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Is she a murderer or was she framed? Things to know about the Boston-area trial of Karen Read

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The fate of Karen Read, a Massachusetts woman accused of hitting her Boston police officer boyfriend with her SUV and leaving him to die in the snow, is now in the hands of jurors. (AP Video produced by Rodrique Ngowi.)
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            1 of 8 | Karen Read, center, departs Norfolk Superior Court, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Dedham, Mass.(AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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Karen Read, center, departs Norfolk Superior Court, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Dedham, Mass.(AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            2 of 8 | Supporters of Karen Read display signs near Norfolk Superior Court, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Dedham, Mass. Read is on trial, accused of killing her boyfriend Boston Police Officer John O'Keefe, in 2022. The jury began deliberations in the trial Tuesday. (AP Photo/Nick Perry)
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            3 of 8 | Judge Beverly Cannone looks over the verdict slip the jurors have to fill out when they reach a verdict in Karen Read's murder trail, Wednesday June 26, 2024, at Norfolk Superior Court in Dedham, Mass. The defense has asked for some modifications. Read is charged with second-degree murder in the January 2022 death of her boyfriend Boston Police Officer John O'Keefe. (Greg Derr/The Patriot Ledger via AP, Pool)
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Judge Beverly Cannone looks over the verdict slip the jurors have to fill out when they reach a verdict in Karen Read's murder trail, Wednesday June 26, 2024, at Norfolk Superior Court in Dedham, Mass. The defense has asked for some modifications. Read is charged with second-degree murder in the January 2022 death of her boyfriend Boston Police Officer John O'Keefe. (Greg Derr/The Patriot Ledger via AP, Pool)
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            4 of 8 | Karen Read, center, walks toward Norfolk Superior Court, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Dedham, Mass. Read is on trial, accused of killing her boyfriend Boston police Officer John O'Keefe, in 2022. The jury began deliberations in the trial Tuesday. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            5 of 8 | Karen Read watches as the jury enters the courtroom for the start of the second day of deliberation at Norfolk Superior Court in Dedham, Mass., Wednesday June 26, 2024. (Greg Derr/The Patriot Ledger via AP)
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Karen Read watches as the jury enters the courtroom for the start of the second day of deliberation at Norfolk Superior Court in Dedham, Mass., Wednesday June 26, 2024. (Greg Derr/The Patriot Ledger via AP)
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            6 of 8 | Karen Read speaks with her lawyer as the jury deliberates in her murder trail, Wednesday June 26, 2024, at Norfolk Superior Court in Dedham, Mass. Read is charged with second-degree murder in the January 2022 death of her boyfriend Boston Police Officer John O'Keefe. (Greg Derr/The Patriot Ledger via AP, Pool)
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Karen Read speaks with her lawyer as the jury deliberates in her murder trail, Wednesday June 26, 2024, at Norfolk Superior Court in Dedham, Mass. Read is charged with second-degree murder in the January 2022 death of her boyfriend Boston Police Officer John O'Keefe. (Greg Derr/The Patriot Ledger via AP, Pool)
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            7 of 8 | Karen Read speaks with her lawyer as the jury deliberates in her murder trail, Wednesday June 26, 2024, at Norfolk Superior Court in Dedham, Mass. Read is charged with second-degree murder in the January 2022 death of her boyfriend Boston Police Officer John O'Keefe. (Greg Derr/The Patriot Ledger via AP, Pool)
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Karen Read speaks with her lawyer as the jury deliberates in her murder trail, Wednesday June 26, 2024, at Norfolk Superior Court in Dedham, Mass. Read is charged with second-degree murder in the January 2022 death of her boyfriend Boston Police Officer John O'Keefe. (Greg Derr/The Patriot Ledger via AP, Pool)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 8 | Supporters of Karen Read display signs to passing cars near Norfolk Superior Court, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Dedham, Mass. Read is on trial, accused of killing her boyfriend Boston police Officer John O'Keefe, in 2022. The jury began deliberations in the trial Tuesday. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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Supporters of Karen Read display signs to passing cars near Norfolk Superior Court, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Dedham, Mass. Read is on trial, accused of killing her boyfriend Boston police Officer John O'Keefe, in 2022. The jury began deliberations in the trial Tuesday. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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                                        DEDHAM, Mass. (AP) -- Did Karen Read kill her police officer boyfriend by slamming into him with her Lexus and then leaving him to die in a brewing snowstorm after a night out drinking? 
Or did John O'Keefe get out of the SUV that night, join other officers at an after-hours gathering and get beaten up in a fight -- only to have his body dumped outside in a panic before they framed Read for his murder?
Those are the questions a Massachusetts jury is deciding in a case that created a carnival atmosphere outside the courtroom, where a "sidewalk jury" of true crime bloggers and pink-shirted Read supporters have gathered each day since the trial began nearly two months ago.
Those involved
Read, 44, had worked as an equity analyst and was an adjunct lecturer in finance at her alma mater, Bentley University. O'Keefe, 46, was a 16-year veteran of the Boston Police Department. She often stayed at O'Keefe's house in suburban Canton, where the couple ended up at the home of another Boston Police officer, Brian Albert, after a night of bar-hopping in January 2022. A federal agent, Brian Higgins, also was among those at the gathering inside.

    


The charges
Read has been charged with second-degree murder, which in Massachusetts is punishable by life in prison with the possibility of parole. She also faces lesser charges of manslaughter while operating a vehicle under the influence, punishable by five to 20 years, and leaving the scene of an accident resulting in death, punishable by up to 10 years.




The verdict slip
Defense lawyer Alan Jackson complained that a verdict form, or slip, was unfair because the offenses included under manslaughter didn't include not-guilty options. Judge Beverly Cannone said this is how Massachusetts always does it.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I don't really care how it always is in Massachusetts. I care about whether it's appropriate," Jackson said, adding that he'd use it for an appeal if Read is convicted. Read appeared to smirk as they argued, and her reaction caught the judge's attention: "Excuse me, this is funny, Ms. Read? All right, we're done," the judge snapped.

    


In the end, the judge changed the form to say "Not guilty of the offense charged 'or any lesser included offense.'"
The evidence against Read
Pieces of Read's broken taillight were found at the scene and a single hair from O'Keefe was found on the rear bumper of Read's SUV. Prosecutors say that Read repeatedly said "I hit him. I hit him. Oh my God, I hit him" to first responders and others. Prosecutors replayed angry voicemails Read left for O'Keefe, painting a picture of a failing relationship. They also questioned her behavior, saying she never cried after O'Keefe's body was found. 
Read's defense
Her defense is that the entire prosecution case is based on lies by officers sticking together to protect themselves. Her lawyers say the pieces of taillight and the hair were planted during the hours before the crime scene was secured. They suggested O'Keefe might have been beaten up by Higgins, who had flirted with Read over texts, and that the men panicked before trying to cover up the crime.

    


Sloppy detective work
Whether or not Read is found guilty, the case has shone a poor light on the techniques and actions of law enforcement officers including Massachusetts State Trooper Michael Proctor, who was lead investigator despite having personal relationships with several of the people involved. Proctor called Read a "wack job," in texts, joked to supervisors about not finding nude photos of Read on her phone, and texted his sister that he wished Read would "kill herself." He called that a figure of speech and said emotions had gotten the better of him.
The defense pointed to conflicts of interest and sloppy policing -- the crime scene was left unsecured for hours, the house wasn't searched, blood-stained snow was scooped up with red plastic drinking cups and a leaf blower was used to clear snow. Other suspicious actions included deleted search histories, destroyed phones and manipulated videos.
Growing attention
The case might have seemed open-and-shut, but as more evidence emerged, interest picked up among true crime fans and others with suspicions about the motives and actions of law enforcement. 

    


Outside the courthouse, a self-proclaimed "sidewalk jury" of dozens of Read supporters dressed in pink -- a color she likes -- remained glued to their phones awaiting a verdict. Their mood was jubilant, with supporters chanting, waving American flags and getting encouragement from passing motorists who honked their horns.
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                                        Even in a busy year of elections around the world, the next few days stand out.
Over the next week, voters go to the polls in fledgling democracies like Mauritania and Mongolia, the Islamic Republic of Iran and in stalwart democracies -- former imperial powers -- Britain and France.
While U.S. President Joe Biden and his predecessor Donald Trump were set Thursday to hold the first of two TV debates before their expected November standoff, other countries are facing hard choices. 
The votes could reorient the world at a time of war in Europe, the Middle East and Africa; mutual suspicion among some big powers; and growing public anxiety over things like jobs, climate change, taxes, inflation and the rise of AI. 
National elections are taking place in more than 50 countries this year. India, Mexico and South Africa ushered in political change or ballot-box surprises. Russia did not.

    


Here's a look at the flurry of balloting over the next few days in countries that collectively hold some 225 million people in Europe, Africa and Asia:
IRAN
In Iran on Friday, Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei is looking for a successor for his hard-line protege, President Ebrahim Raisi, who died last month in a helicopter crash. 




Two hard-liners -- former nuclear negotiator Saeed Jalili and parliamentary speaker Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf -- are among candidates that include Masoud Pezeshkian, a cardiac surgeon seen as a reformist who has lined up with supporters of relatively moderate former President Hassan Rouhani.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Amid signs of widespread voter apathy, Khamenei has called for maximum turnout and has issued a veiled warning to Pezeshkian and his allies about relying on the U.S. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Iran has faced economic woes in part due to international sanctions after Trump in 2018 shredded Iran's nuclear accord struck three earlier with world powers. Iran has since ramped up enrichment of uranium and now has enough to be able to produce several nuclear weapons. 

    


The Islamic Republic has sought to position itself as a leader of Muslim-world resentment against the West and Israel, which Iran directly attacked for the first time this year. For years, Iran has backed an array of militant groups, including the Palestinian Hamas, Lebanon's Hezbollah and Yemen's Houthi rebels.
FRANCE
France wasn't supposed to be holding national elections this year. 
But a drubbing for his pro-business, moderate party in EU elections this month led President Emmanuel Macron to dissolve the National Assembly and call snap parliamentary elections, which will take place in two rounds on the next two Sundays.
The result could send the nuclear-armed nation into uncharted political territory at a turbulent time for Europe: A victory of the anti-immigration National Rally party could produce France's first far-right government since the Nazi occupation in World War II. 
National Rally placed first among French parties in the EU vote, and polls suggest it could reap the single largest bloc of seats in the Assembly. If it wins an outright majority, it could name 28-year-old party President Jordan Bardella as prime minister.

    


Macron, whose term ends in 2027, would retain his job but have to share power with a party with historical links to racism and antisemitism that is firmly opposed to many of his positions, including on military support for Ukraine.
The outcome of the French vote remains very uncertain because of the complex two-round system and alliances that parties could form between the two rounds.
THE UNITED KINGDOM
Western Europe's other nuclear-armed power, Britain, will hold parliamentary elections on Thursday.
Like their cross-Channel neighbors in France, Britons appear ready to oust the ruling party: Polls suggest the Conservatives are headed for a historic defeat in the House of Commons after 14 years in power.
On Wednesday, Conservative Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and Labour Party leader Keir Starmer struggled to get their messages across protesters drowned out their answers at the start of a heated TV debate. They traded zingers and barbs on issues of ethics, tax and migration.

    


Britain, under the Tories, has been one of the strongest supporters of Ukraine in its national defense against Russia and a possible Labour government isn't expected to waver on such backing for Kyiv.
Starmer may be inclined to mend Britain's relationship with the EU after Brexit more than four years ago, but he has been adamant that a Labour government would not seek to reverse the will of the people in the referendum.
MAURITANIA
Nearly 2 million people go to the polls Saturday in Mauritania, a vast desert nation in West Africa that positions itself as a strategic ally of the West but has been denounced for rights abuses.
President Mohamed Ould Ghazouani, a former army chief who rose to power in the country's first democratic transition in 2019, faces seven rivals. Among them are Biram Dah Abeid, an anti-slavery activist and third-time candidate, and several opposition party leaders as well as a neurosurgeon.

    


One of the most stable countries in Africa's arid Sahel region, Mauritania has seen some of its neighbors shaken by military coups and jihadist violence. 
The European Union this year announced funding to help Mauritania crack down on people smugglers and deter migrants from embarking on dangerous Atlantic crossings from West Africa to Europe -- the number of which has been rising sharply -- and patrol its border with restive Mali.
In the 1980s, Mauritania became the world's last country to outlaw slavery. But nearly 150,000 people -- in a country of under 5 million -- remain affected by modern slavery, according to the 2023 Global Slavery Index.
MONGOLIA 
Also on Friday is the vote for parliament in Mongolia, a country of 3.4 million people that emerged from some six decades of communist rule to become a democracy in 1990, and is wedged between two much larger authoritarian states: Russia and China.
Voters will choose representatives to a body that has been expanded to 126 seats, 50 more than in the current legislature. 
The ruling Mongolian People's Party, which ran the country during the communist era but has transformed into a left-leaning centrist one, is favored to win.
But other parties could make gains, possibly even enough to force the People's Party to form a coalition government with the Democratic Party or the HUN Party, an emerging player in Mongolian politics. 
Discontent with the government has been fueled by accusations of corruption and l arge protests broke out two years ago.
The Mongolian government has sought to maintain ties with China and Russia while also building new ones with the U.S. and its democratic allies -- a delicate task since the two sides are increasingly at odds.
___
Associated Press writers Ken Moritsugu in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia; Jon Gambrell in Dubai, United Arab Emirates; Monika Pronczuk in Dakar, Senegal; Angela Charlton in Paris and Danica Kirka in London contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/britain-france-iran-mongolia-mauritania-global-elections-0ac8b0f8334083ef504b0bc4a76e9992



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Oklahoma executes man convicted of kidnapping, raping and killing 7-year-old girl in 1984
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                    FILE - This photo provided by the Oklahoma Department of Corrections shows Richard Rojem, a death row inmate housed at the Oklahoma State Penitentiary in McAlester, Okla., Feb. 11, 2023. Oklahoma's Pardon and Parole Board is denying clemency for Rojem, convicted of raping and killing a 7-year-old girl in 1984. Monday's 5-0 decision paves the way for 66-year-old Richard Rojem to be executed by lethal injection on June 27, 2024. (Oklahoma Department of Corrections via AP, File)
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                                        McALESTER, Okla. (AP) -- Oklahoma executed a man Thursday who was convicted of kidnapping, raping and killing his 7-year-old former stepdaughter in 1984.
Richard Rojem, 66, received a three-drug lethal injection at the Oklahoma State Penitentiary in McAlester and was declared dead at 10:16 a.m., prison officials said. Rojem, who had been in prison since 1985, was the longest-serving inmate on Oklahoma's death row.
When asked if he had any last words, Rojem, who was strapped to a gurney and had an IV in his tattooed left arm, said: "I don't. I've said my goodbyes." 
He looked briefly toward several witnesses who were inside a room next to the death chamber before the first drug, the sedative midazolam, began to flow. He was declared unconscious about 5 minutes later, at 10:08 a.m., and stopped breathing at about 10:10 a.m.
A spiritual adviser was in the death chamber with Rojem during the execution.

    


Rojem had denied responsibility for killing his former stepdaughter, Layla Cummings. The child's mutilated and partially clothed body was discovered in a field in rural Washita County near the town of Burns Flat on July 7, 1984. She had been stabbed to death.




Rojem was previously convicted of raping two teenage girls in Michigan, and prosecutors said he was angry at Layla Cummings because she reported that Rojem sexually abused her, leading to his divorce from the girl's mother and his return to prison for violating his parole.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Rojem's attorneys argued at a clemency hearing this month that DNA evidence taken from the girl's fingernails did not link him to the crime.
"If my client's DNA is not present, he should not be convicted," attorney Jack Fisher said.
In a statement read by Attorney General Gentner Drummond after the execution, Layla's mother, Mindy Lynn Cummings, said: "We remember, honor and hold her forever in our hearts as the sweet and precious 7-year-old she was.

    


"Today marks the final chapter of justice determined by three separate juries for Richard Rojem's heinous acts nearly 40 years ago when he stole her away like the monster he was." 
Rojem, who testified at the hearing via a video link from prison, said he wasn't responsible for the girl's death. The panel voted 5-0 not to recommend to the governor that Rojem's life be spared.
"I wasn't a good human being for the first part of my life, and I don't deny that," said Rojem, handcuffed and wearing a red prison uniform. "But I went to prison. I learned my lesson and I left all that behind."
Prosecutors said there was plenty of evidence to convict Rojem, including a fingerprint that was discovered outside the girl's apartment on a cup from a bar Rojem left just before the girl was kidnapped. A condom wrapper found near the girl's body also was linked to a used condom found in Rojem's bedroom, prosecutors said.
A Washita County jury convicted Rojem in 1985 after just 45 minutes of deliberations. His previous death sentences were twice overturned by appellate courts because of trial errors. A Custer County jury ultimately handed him his third death sentence in 2007.

    


Oklahoma, which has executed more inmates per capita than any other state in the nation since the death penalty was reinstated in 1976, has now carried out 13 executions since resuming lethal injections in October 2021 following a nearly six-year hiatus resulting from problems with executions in 2014 and 2015.
___
Follow Sean Murphy on X at www.x.com/apseanmurphy
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Julian Assange is now free to do or say whatever he likes. What does his future hold?
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            1 of 5 | WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange gestures after landing at RAAF air base Fairbairn in Canberra, Australia, Wednesday, June 26 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga.(AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            2 of 5 | WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange leaves the federal court in Saipan, Mariana Islands, Wednesday, June 26 2024. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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            3 of 5 | WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange waves after landing at RAAF air base Fairbairn in Canberra, Australia, Wednesday, June 26 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga.(AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            4 of 5 | WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange embraces his wife Stella after landing at RAAF air base Fairbairn in Canberra, Australia, Wednesday, June 26 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga.(AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            5 of 5 | WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange embraces his wife Stella after landing at RAAF air base Fairbairn in Canberra, Australia, Wednesday, June 26 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga.(AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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                                        WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) -- He has run for office, published hundreds of thousands of leaked government documents online, and once lobbied to save his local swimming pool. One of the most polarizing and influential figures of the information age, Julian Assange is now free after five years in a British prison and seven years in self-imposed exile in a London embassy.
What's next for the WikiLeaks founder remains unclear.
Assange, 52, landed in his homeland of Australia this week after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that put an end to an attempt to extradite him to the United States. That could have resulted in a lengthy prison sentence in the event of conviction.
"Julian plans to swim in the ocean every day. He plans to sleep in a real bed. He plans to taste real food, and he plans to enjoy his freedom," his wife, Stella Assange, told reporters Thursday at a news conference that Assange did not attend.

    


Her husband and the father of her two children would continue to "defend human rights and speak out against injustice," she said. "He can choose how he does that because he is a free man." 




Assange himself has given no clues.
Will he "switch off"?
All friends and acquaintances of Assange interviewed by The Associated Press this week emphasized that they did not know his future plans and underscored the toll taken by his ordeal -- in prison he spent 23 hours a day in solitary confinement, following years in self-exile inside the Ecuadorian Embassy in London. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I just want him to survive this ordeal and be happy. I don't care what Julian does next," said Andrew Wilkie, an Independent Australian lawmaker who met Assange before the hacker launched WikiLeaks -- and was one of the first politicians to lobby for Australia to intervene in his case.
But some also found it hard to imagine Assange wouldn't eventually return to the preoccupations that have long captured him.

    


"I suspect though that he doesn't switch off, and it's hard to see him just disappearing to a beach shack forever," added Wilkie.
Assange was "unable to walk past injustice" said Suelette Dreyfus, a lecturer in the School of Computing and Information Systems at the University of Melbourne who has known Assange since he was a teenager, hacking secure networks for the fun of it. Dreyfus, who once lobbied alongside Assange to save a swimming pool in Melbourne, said her friend's health had worsened during his years in a British jail.
"But I suspect he will not sit on a beach for the rest of his life," she said.
What is next for WikiLeaks?
It is unclear what will happen to WikiLeaks, the site Assange founded in 2006 as a place to post confidential documents exposing corruption and revealing secret government workings behind warfare and spying. That work led him to be celebrated by supporters as a transparency crusader but lambasted by national security hawks who insisted that his conduct put lives at risk and strayed far beyond the bounds of traditional journalism.
The site remains online, although Assange told The Nation in 2023 that it had ceased publishing because of his imprisonment, and because state surveillance and the freezing of WikiLeaks funds had deterred whistleblowers. Assange's plea deal with the U.S. included an agreement to destroy any unpublished U.S. documents. 

    


"Will he go back to WikiLeaks and, if he does, will he do it differently? I don't know," said Wilkie, the lawmaker.
Could he receive a pardon?
One matter where Assange's views are known is his hope for a pardon from a current or future U.S. president on the charge he pleaded guilty to as part of his deal.
White House National Security Council spokeswoman Adrienne Watson said President Joe Biden is not considering one.
Media analysts worry the conviction threatened to cast a chilling effect on public interest journalism. Assange has always insisted he is a journalist and the case could lead to the prosecution of other reporters, said Peter Greste, a professor at the University of Queensland and a former foreign correspondent who was jailed in Egypt for his reporting.

    


Could he run for office?
In the past, Assange had designs on elected office, making an unsuccessful bid for the Australian senate with his WikiLeaks party in 2013, although he has not suggested he will contest an election again.
"When you turn a bright light on, the cockroaches scuttle away. That's what we need to do to Canberra," he told the news program "60 Minutes" the same year, when asked why he wanted to enter politics. 
But where the government of the day had despised Assange -- a mutual feeling, he said -- he was met in his homeland on Wednesday with a hero's welcome, including from some politicians and a public who had not supported him before. 
It reflected a slow reversal of views about the WikiLeaks founder in Australia - but it belied an odd tension, too. In a recent high-profile case, an Australian judge sentenced a former army lawyer to almost six years in prison for leaking classified information that exposed allegations of Australian war crimes in Afghanistan. Assange's legal team mentioned the case on Thursday.

    


Analysts said that case and others, along with the renewed focus on Assange, drew attention to a fraught national culture of information secrecy that has been endorsed even by some of the politicians who celebrated Assange's freedom. 
"We have some of the most restrictive legislation on access to public information in the world, and we have no constitutional protection for press freedom or freedom of speech," said Greste. "I hope that Julian does also get involved in campaigning to support press freedom, and transparency and accountability of information in Australia." 
Even when Assange did address the idea of what he may do next -- in a 2018 interview for the World Ethical Digital Forum, credited as his last public appearance before he was jailed -- he was typically enigmatic.
"I don't know," he said. "No, I mean I do know. But I don't know what I should answer in response to that question."
___
Associated Press writer Aamer Madhani in Washington contributed.
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Prospect of low-priced Chinese EVs reaching US from Mexico poses threat to automakers
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            1 of 2 | FILE - A BYD Seagull electric vehicle, with its hood open, is shown at the Caresoft Global facility April 3, 2024, in Livonia, Mich. China's BYD last year introduced the Seagull, a small EV that sells for just $12,000 in China. (AP Photo/Mike Householder, File)
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            2 of 2 | FILE - Sales staff stand near the Seagull electric vehicle from Chinese automaker BYD at a showroom in Beijing on April 10, 2024. Considered a marvel of engineering efficiency, its lightweight design allows the Seagull to go farther per charge on a smaller battery. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- It's a scenario that terrifies America's auto industry.
Chinese carmakers set up shop in Mexico to exploit North American trade rules. Once in place, they send ultra-low-priced electric vehicles streaming into the United States.
As the Chinese EVs go on sale across the country, America's homegrown EVs -- costing an average of $55,000, roughly double the price of their Chinese counterparts -- struggle to compete. Factories close. Workers lose jobs across America's industrial heartland.
Ultimately, it could all become a painful replay of how government-subsidized Chinese competition devastated American industries from steel to solar equipment over the past quarter-century. This time, it would be electric vehicles, which America's automakers envision as the core of their business in the coming decades.
"Time and again, we have seen the Chinese government dump highly subsidized goods into markets for the purpose of undermining domestic manufacturing,'' Sen. Sherrod Brown, an Ohio Democrat, wrote in an April letter to President Joe Biden that called for an outright ban on Chinese electric vehicles in the U.S. "We cannot let the same occur when it comes to EVs.''

    


Low-priced Chinese EVs pose a potentially "extinction-level event'' for America's auto industry, the Alliance for American Manufacturing has warned. 




The trade deal that Beijing could potentially exploit -- the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement -- was negotiated by the Trump administration and enacted in 2020. Its rules could let Chinese autos assembled in Mexico enter the United States, either duty-free or at a nominal 2.5% tariff rate. Either way, China could sell its EVs well below typical U.S. prices.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

To defuse the threat, the U.S. does have options. Customs officials could rule that Chinese EVs don't qualify for the low-duty or duty-free benefits of being assembled in Mexico. U.S. policymakers could also pressure Mexico to keep Chinese vehicles out of that country. Or they could bar Chinese EVs from the U.S. on the grounds that they would threaten America's national security.

    


For his part, Donald Trump told Time magazine in April: "I will tariff them at 100%. Because I'm not going to allow them to steal the rest of our business.''
Whatever steps the U.S. government might take, though, would likely face legal challenges from companies that want to import the Chinese EVs.
The threat from Beijing is emerging just as U.S. automakers face slowing EV sales even while investing billions to produce them in a high-priced bet that Americans will embrace battery-powered autos in the coming decades. Comparatively high prices, despite federal tax incentives for buyers, have weakened EV sales in the United States. So has public anxiety about a scarcity of charging stations, potentially made worse by rising thefts of cables at charging stations.
Optimists suggest that an influx of ultra-low-priced Chinese EVs could accelerate U.S. electric vehicle purchases, speed up investment in charging stations and force down prices.

    


"It would be cheaper just to let the Chinese cars come in, forget all the tariffs and subsidies, let the market figure it out,'' said Christine McDaniel, a senior research fellow at George Mason University's Mercatus Center who was a trade official in the George W. Bush administration. "Yes, it would be disruptive. But EVs would get on the road in the U.S. a lot faster."
At stake is an enormously consequential question: Who stands to dominate the manufacture and sale of zero-emissions electric vehicles?
China has so far taken a daunting lead. It accounted for nearly 62% of the 10.4 million battery-powered EVs that were produced worldwide last year. The United States, at No. 2, made about 1 million -- less than 10% of the total, according to the consulting and analysis firm GlobalData. 
In achieving technological breakthroughs while holding down costs, Chinese automakers have made remarkable strides. China's BYD last year introduced a small EV called the Seagull  that sells for just $12,000 in China ($21,000 for a version sold in some Latin American countries). Considered a marvel of engineering efficiency, its lightweight design allows the Seagull to go farther per charge on a smaller battery. BYD has said it's considering building a factory in Mexico -- but only for the Mexican market.

    


U.S. policymakers and auto companies are less than reassured.
"Just look at China -- look at how big their market share is in EVs,'' John Lawler, Ford Motor's chief financial officer, said at this month's Deutsche Bank Global Auto Industry Conference. "Those are significant competitive threats we need to deal with. They have a development process that is much faster -- 24 months.'' (By contrast, U.S. vehicles have typically undergone development for four to five years, though that's been reduced to three years or less for EVs.) 

    


Critics note that BYD and other Chinese EV makers have achieved their cost efficiencies thanks to heavy government subsidies. Beijing spent 953 billion Chinese renminbi (more than $130 billion at current exchange rates) on EVs and other green vehicles from 2009 through 2021, according to researchers at the Center for Strategic and International Studies.
"It's not competition,'' Biden asserted last month. "It's cheating.''
Last month, Biden drastically raised the tariff on Chinese EVs, from the 27.5% established under Trump to 102.5%. It's meant to price even the bargain-priced BYD Seagull out of the U.S. market. (Europeans are worried, too: The European Union says it plans to impose tariffs of up to 38.1% on Chinese EVs for four months starting in July.)
The U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement, though, potentially lets vehicles assembled in Mexico -- even if made by European or Asian automakers -- enter the U.S. at a much lower tariff or none at all. If made-in-Mexico cars met the USMCA's requirements, they could enter the United States duty-free. At least 75% of a car and its parts would have to come from North America. And at least 40% of it must originate in places where workers earn at least $16 an hour.
Still, for a Chinese EV maker like BYD, qualifying for duty-free treatment under the USMCA might be difficult even if it tried to source parts in North America.
"Even North American automakers have a challenging time reaching those thresholds," said Daniel Ujczo, senior counsel at the Thompson Hine law firm in Columbus, Ohio.
But there's an easier way that Chinese EV makers could use Mexico to try to dodge Biden's killer 102.5% import tax: They would have to pay only 2.5% -- the tax imposed on most cars imported to the United States -- if they could show that assembling their EVs in Mexico involved a "substantial transformation'' that essentially turned them from Chinese into Mexican cars.
U.S. officials could reject the notion that a substantial transformation occurred during the assembly process. But the U.S. would struggle to prevail if that decision were challenged in the U.S. Court of International Trade, "given the substantial changes that typically take place in automotive assembly factories,'' David Gantz, a trade lawyer and a fellow at Rice University's Baker Institute for Public Policy, has written.
Still, Gantz said by email: "My takeaway is that using one or more of the available trade and national security mechanisms available to the U.S. government, the U.S. will be successful in excluding Mexican/Chinese EVs.''
The "most effective and quickest'' way to keep out Chinese EVs, Gantz argues, would be to block them on national security grounds. Today's EVs, after all, are loaded with cameras, sensors and other technological gizmos that could collect images from the autos' surroundings and sensitive personal information from drivers. And China isn't merely an economic competitor. It's a geopolitical adversary -- and potentially a military one, too. 
"U.S. fears regarding possible use of connected vehicles to spy on military installations or powerplants are not irrational,'' Gantz wrote.
Biden has even warned that the EVs "could be remotely accessed or disabled.'' In February, he ordered his Commerce Department to investigate the technology in Chinese "smart cars,' ' a potential prelude to blocking Chinese EVs on national security grounds.
McDaniel of the Mercatus Center argues that the United States has significant leeway to do what it wants -- especially given Mexico's dependence on the U.S., its No. 1 export market. 
"You could imagine a scenario where the U.S. tells Mexico: 'Don't even think about allowing this (Chinese EV) investment into Mexico,' " she said. " 'We will not allow those cars into the U.S.' ''
"What's stopping the White House," McDaniel said, "whether it's right now or the next administration, from just releasing a new document, an executive order, saying, 'We will no longer recognize products from our USMCA partners if they have more than X percent content from foreign entities of concern, including China' "?
The U.S. has additional leverage because the USMCA comes up for review in 2026. If it seeks to alter the agreement -- perhaps adding a provision to ban or limit Chinese EVs from Mexico -- but fails to prevail after negotiating with Canada and Mexico, it could let the USMCA expire. 
McDaniel noted that the World Trade Organization, which was established to enforce global trade rules, has become largely toothless. The WTO's Appellate Body -- its supreme court -- effectively stopped functioning in December 2019 because the U.S. blocked the appointment of new judges to the panel. Trade cases now go unresolved indefinitely.
"We're not in a WTO world anymore,'' McDaniel said. "It's 'might makes right' -- that's the sort of world we're in.''
____
AP Auto Writer Tom Krisher in Detroit contributed to this report.
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Minnesota family that lost home to flood vows to reopen store as more storms hit the northeast

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A house that was teetering on the edge of an eroding riverbank near a Minnesota dam has collapsed into the river.
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            Watch: Home collapses into water as flood water erode around dam

        
        
            A house that was teetering on the edge of an eroding riverbank near a Minnesota dam has collapsed into the river.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Watch: Home collapses into water as flood water erode around dam
A house that was teetering on the edge of an eroding riverbank near a Minnesota dam has collapsed into the river.
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            Flood waters inundate Woodbury and Monona counties in Iowa

        
        
            A vast swath of lands from eastern Nebraska and South Dakota to Iowa and Minnesota has been under siege from flooding from torrential rains since last week, while also experiencing a scorching heat wave.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Flood waters inundate Woodbury and Monona counties in Iowa
A vast swath of lands from eastern Nebraska and South Dakota to Iowa and Minnesota has been under siege from flooding from torrential rains since last week, while also experiencing a scorching heat wave.
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            1 of 14 | This long-exposure drone photo provided by AW Aerial shows a home as it teeters before partially collapsing into the Blue Earth River at the Rapidan Dam in Rapidan, Minn., Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (Andrew Weinzierl/AW Aerial via AP)
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            4 of 14 | Rising water from the Mississippi River envelopes the riverbank, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, at Harriet Island Regional Park in St. Paul, Minn. (Anthony Souffle/Star Tribune via AP)
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Rising water from the Mississippi River envelopes the riverbank, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, at Harriet Island Regional Park in St. Paul, Minn. (Anthony Souffle/Star Tribune via AP)
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            5 of 14 | A bridge crossing Beaver Creek, on the property of Lori Lems, is devastated after flooding in the area over the weekend. Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Canton, SD. (AP Photo/Josh Jurgens)
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            6 of 14 | Heavy rains in recent days have submerged farmland near Vermillion, S.D., on Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Flooding has devastated communities in several states across the Midwest. (Jake Hoffner via AP)
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            7 of 14 | A tornado is seen near Cedar Rapids, Iowa on Tuesday, June 25, 2024. More severe weather was forecast to move into the region Tuesday, potentially bringing large hail, damaging winds and even a brief tornado or two in parts of western Iowa and eastern Nebraska, according to the National Weather Service. (Nick Rohlman/The Gazette via AP)
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            8 of 14 | After flooding in the area over the weekend, Rotary Park finally emerges from the depths of the Big Sioux River. Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Canton, SD. (AP Photo/Josh Jurgens)
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            9 of 14 | The innards of a house near the Rapidan Dam in Rapidan, Minn., are visible as waters from the Blue Earth River rush by, Monday, June 24, 2024. (Casey Ek/The Free Press via AP)
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            10 of 14 | Rachel Morsching sits Tuesday, June 25, 2024, on the flooded porch of her father Dean Roemhildt's home in Waterville., Minn. Waters from the nearby Tetonka and Sakatah lakes have encroached on the town amid recent heavy rains. (Casey Ek/The Free Press via AP)
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            11 of 14 | Jared Gerlock, left, and his son, Robbie, carry a bin of water-logged stuffed animals, out of the flood-damaged basement of their home on East Second St. in Spencer, Iowa Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Officials say about 40% of properties in the city were affected after the Little Sioux River flooded. (Tim Hynds/Sioux City Journal via AP)
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            12 of 14 | Volunteer Tyron Berkenpas, an employee of Maintainer Corporation in Sheldon, Iowa, removes a bag of flood-damaged items, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, from the basement of a home on East Second Street in Spencer, Iowa. Spencer, population of about 11,400, is recovering after the Little Sioux River flooded a large section of the city this past weekend. Officials there say about 40% of properties in the city were affected by the flooding. (Tim Hynds/Sioux City Journal via AP)
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            13 of 14 | Debris is shown stuck on the Grand Avenue Bridge over the Little Sioux River as a sump pump forces water back into the river, in Spencer, Iowa, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. The bridge was closed to traffic as of noon Tuesday. (Tim Hynds/Sioux City Journal via AP)
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            14 of 14 | A Skid Loader scoops up debris after residents were forced to dump trash at the high school after being unable to access the city dump while trying to clean up after flooding over the weekend, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Canton, SD . (AP Photo/Josh Jurgens)
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                                        DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) -- A family that watched their home collapse into a flooded river near an at-risk Minnesota dam is vowing to reopen their nearby store to sell its homemade pie and burgers. The family is optimistic even as severe weather ravages much of the country, including in the northeast where one person died.
The Rapidan Dam Store remained standing late Wednesday, but the house where its owners, Jenny Barnes and brother David Hruska, grew up toppled into the Blue Earth River near Mankato the day before.
"We don't know what will happen," a post on the store's Facebook page said Wednesday night, adding that it's been a hard experience. "The Dam Store has not sold its last burger or sold its last slice of pie."
Hundreds of flood-damaged or destroyed homes elsewhere in the upper Midwest are among the first property casualties of extreme weather gripping the region as floodwaters move south. Strong storms also raked parts of the northeast late Wednesday into early Thursday, initially leaving some 250,000 in the region without power.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Family that lost home to flooded river vows to keep store open as floodwaters devastate Midwest
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Donna Warder reports on a partially failed dam, resulting in the loss of a home for one Minnesota family.

    


    


In Connecticut, a man was killed by a tree that fell during storms overnight, authorities said. Crews used a chainsaw to free him, who was pronounced dead.




In western Pennsylvania, the storms likely spawned at least three tornadoes, according to the National Weather Service. The suspected twisters touched down in parts of Allegheny and Westmoreland counties, and crews were headed there Thursday to view the damage. The storms also brought heavy rains and gusts of up to 70 mph (113 kph) to the area, downing power lines and trees and damaging some homes and other structures. No injuries were reported.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A swath through Nebraska, Iowa, South Dakota and Minnesota has been under siege from flooding because of torrential rains since last week, while also suffering through a stifling heat wave. Up to 18 inches (46 centimeters) of rain have fallen in some areas, pushing some rivers to record levels. Hundreds of people have been rescued and at least two people have died after driving in flooded areas. 

    


In Iowa, more towns braced for floodwaters, but at least some caught a break. The west fork of the Des Moines River reached its crest Wednesday night at about 17 feet (5 meters), where it will linger for a bit before the waters begin to recede. Humboldt County emergency manager Kyle Bissell breathed a sigh of relief Thursday morning at that news, noting that while the swollen river had taken its toll on several dozen homes, the threat of more damage had dwindled.
"They had a lot of time to prepare, and they did a great job," he said of Humboldt homes and businesses.
Bissell said about 50 to 75 homes have reported minor damage, with some water seeping into their basements, lower than the 200 homes anticipated. Only a few unoccupied summer cabins appear to have sustained major damage.
A levee on Little Sioux River in Monona County, Iowa, was damaged by floods, but county emergency coordinator Patrick Prorok said Wednesday that the flooding was being contained by another segment of the levee system. The levee was the only one under federal operation reported to have failed in the region, according to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Omaha district.

    


In the coming days, Nebraska and northwestern Missouri are expected to start to see the downstream effects of the flooding. Many streams and rivers may not crest until later this week. The Missouri River will crest at Omaha on Thursday, said Kevin Low, a National Weather Service hydrologist. 
Some of the most stunning images have been of the floodwaters surging around the Minnesota dam.
Jessica Keech and her 11-year-old son watched part of the house near the dam fall into the river Tuesday night. They had often visited the area to see the dam and enjoy the pie from the Dam Store.
"It just kind of sucked it into the water. Just literally disappeared," said Keech, of nearby New Ulm.
Blue Earth County officials said Wednesday that the river had cut more widely and deeply into the bank, and they were concerned about the integrity of a nearby bridge over the river. After the flooding subsides, the county must decide whether to make repairs to the dam or possibly remove it -- with both options costing millions of dollars.

    


President Joe Biden spoke by phone with Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz to discuss the impacts to the Rapidan dam and the Federal Emergency Management Agency had arrived in Minnesota, White House officials said.
Preliminary information from the National Weather Service shows the recent flooding brought record-high river levels at more than a dozen locations in South Dakota and Iowa, surpassing previous crests by an average of about 3.5 feet (1 meter). 
That has led to flooding that has devastated neighborhoods in some South Dakota, Iowa and Nebraska river communities, including North Sioux City, South Dakota, where floods collapsed streets, took down utility poles and trees, and washed several homes off their foundations. 

    


Numerous roads were closed because of the flooding, including Interstates 29 and 680 in Iowa near the Nebraska line.
___
Collins reported from Hartford, Connecticut. Associated Press journalists Summer Ballentine in Jefferson City, Missouri, John Hanna in Topeka, Kansas, and Lisa Baumann in Bellingham, Washington, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/midwest-flooding-minnesota-dam-3153b9fee3dde564289386d1baa3842e
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Back to Woodstock, with Wi-Fi: Women return after 55 years to glamp and relive the famous festival
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                    Beverly "Cookie" Grant and Ellen Shelburne watch George Thorogood & The Destroyers perform at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


                

            
    Videos
                    1                   
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        

    

    
    





 


    
        
        

        
            
                

                

                
                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            

            
                On Now
            


            
                1:55

            
        

    
    
        
            Back to Woodstock: Longtime friends return after 55 years to glamp and relive famous festival

        
        
            Beverly Grant hitchhiked to the Woodstock festival in 1969 without a ticket; Ellen Shelburne arrived in a VW Microbus and pitched a pup tent. After 55 years, the two longtime friends finally got back to the garden, this time in a luxury glamping tent. (AP video: Michael Hill)
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Beverly Grant hitchhiked to the Woodstock festival in 1969 without a ticket; Ellen Shelburne arrived in a VW Microbus and pitched a pup tent. After 55 years, the two longtime friends finally got back to the garden, this time in a luxury glamping tent. (AP video: Michael Hill)
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            1 of 27 | Tents are set up at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            2 of 27 | Beverly "Cookie" Grant enters her clamping tent at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Beverly "Cookie" Grant enters her clamping tent at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            3 of 27 | Beverly "Cookie" Grant, left, and Ellen Shelburne watch George Thorogood & The Destroyers perform at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            4 of 27 | Beverly "Cookie" Grant and Ellen Shelburne watch George Thorogood & The Destroyers perform at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            5 of 27 | Ellen Shelburne's Woodstock Music and Art Fair ticket is displayed in a photo album, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Ellen Shelburne's Woodstock Music and Art Fair ticket is displayed in a photo album, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            6 of 27 | This August 1969 photo shows attendees of the Woodstock Music and Art Fair making their way along the grounds near the main stage. In Bethel, N.Y. The Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the not-for-profit organization that runs the site, now features glamping facilities. (David Shelburne via AP)
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            7 of 27 | This August 1969 photo shows Ellen Shelburne, walking through the grounds of the Woodstock Music and Art Fair in Bethel, N.Y. The Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the not-for-profit organization that runs the site, rolled out the tie-dyed carpet for Shelburne and her friend, Beverly Grant (not pictured) to promote its new glamping facilities and to delve deeper into Shelburne's trove of photos from the generation-defining festival held Aug. 15-18, 1969. (David Shelburne via AP)
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            8 of 27 | Ellen Shelburne and Beverly "Cookie" Grant react while touring Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, their first time back since the Woodstock Music and Art Fair in 1969, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Ellen Shelburne and Beverly "Cookie" Grant react while touring Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, their first time back since the Woodstock Music and Art Fair in 1969, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            9 of 27 | Ellen Shelburne and Beverly "Cookie" Grant sit in the original Woodstock Music and Art Fair tire swing at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Ellen Shelburne and Beverly "Cookie" Grant sit in the original Woodstock Music and Art Fair tire swing at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            10 of 27 | This August 1969 photo shows Ellen Shelburne, center, on a swing on the grounds of the Woodstock Music and Art Fair in Bethel, N.Y. The Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the not-for-profit organization that runs the site, rolled out the tie-dyed carpet for Shelburne and her friend, Beverly Grant (not pictured) to promote its new glamping facilities and to delve deeper into Shelburne's trove of photos from the generation-defining festival held Aug. 15-18, 1969. (David Shelburne via AP)
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            11 of 27 | This August 1969 photo shows attendees of the Woodstock Music and Art Fair camping with shelters made from bales of hay on the grounds in Bethel, N.Y. The Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the not-for-profit organization that runs the site, now features new glamping facilities. (David Shelburne via AP)
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This August 1969 photo shows attendees of the Woodstock Music and Art Fair camping with shelters made from bales of hay on the grounds in Bethel, N.Y. The Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the not-for-profit organization that runs the site, now features new glamping facilities. (David Shelburne via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 27 | Beverly "Cookie" Grant, left, and Ellen Shelburne unpack inside their glamping tent at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Beverly "Cookie" Grant, left, and Ellen Shelburne unpack inside their glamping tent at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            13 of 27 | Beverly "Cookie" Grant tests out her glamping tent bed at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Beverly "Cookie" Grant tests out her glamping tent bed at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            14 of 27 | Beverly "Cookie" Grant reacts to the Fanflashtic experience, an operational replica of one constructed at the Woodstock Music and Art Fair, at the Museum At Bethel Woods, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Beverly "Cookie" Grant reacts to the Fanflashtic experience, an operational replica of one constructed at the Woodstock Music and Art Fair, at the Museum At Bethel Woods, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            15 of 27 | Beverly "Cookie" Grant and Ellen Shelburne talk on the phone with Ray Frey at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. Frey and Grant, who are now divorced, attended Woodstock together and got married in 1971. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Beverly "Cookie" Grant and Ellen Shelburne talk on the phone with Ray Frey at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. Frey and Grant, who are now divorced, attended Woodstock together and got married in 1971. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            16 of 27 | Ellen Shelburne photographs Beverly "Cookie" Grant in front of the glamping tents at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Ellen Shelburne photographs Beverly "Cookie" Grant in front of the glamping tents at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            17 of 27 | This August 1969 photo shows campers and tents set up on the grounds of the Woodstock Music and Art Fair in Bethel, N.Y. The Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the not-for-profit organization that runs the current site, now features new glamping facilities. (David Shelburne via AP)
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This August 1969 photo shows campers and tents set up on the grounds of the Woodstock Music and Art Fair in Bethel, N.Y. The Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the not-for-profit organization that runs the current site, now features new glamping facilities. (David Shelburne via AP)
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            18 of 27 | This August 1969 photo shows campers and tents set up on the grounds of the Woodstock Music and Art Fair in Bethel, N.Y. The Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the not-for-profit organization that runs the current site, now features new glamping facilities. (David Shelburne via AP)
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This August 1969 photo shows campers and tents set up on the grounds of the Woodstock Music and Art Fair in Bethel, N.Y. The Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the not-for-profit organization that runs the current site, now features new glamping facilities. (David Shelburne via AP)
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            19 of 27 | Buildings sit on the site of the 1969 Woodstock Music and Art Fair's main stage at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Buildings sit on the site of the 1969 Woodstock Music and Art Fair's main stage at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            20 of 27 | Beverly "Cookie" Grant, left, and Ellen Shelburne walk through Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Beverly "Cookie" Grant, left, and Ellen Shelburne walk through Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            21 of 27 | Ellen Shelburne looks out at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, from her clamping tent porch, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Ellen Shelburne looks out at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, from her clamping tent porch, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            22 of 27 | Ellen Shelburne, left, and Beverly "Cookie" Grant hug inside their glamping tent at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Ellen Shelburne, left, and Beverly "Cookie" Grant hug inside their glamping tent at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            23 of 27 | Ellen Shelburne attaches a pin to her purse at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Ellen Shelburne attaches a pin to her purse at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            24 of 27 | Ellen Shelburne looks out at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, from her clamping tent, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Ellen Shelburne looks out at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, from her clamping tent, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            25 of 27 | Ellen Shelburne, right, puts a necklace on Beverly "Cookie" Grant inside their glamping tent at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Ellen Shelburne, right, puts a necklace on Beverly "Cookie" Grant inside their glamping tent at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            26 of 27 | Ellen Shelburne looks out at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Ellen Shelburne looks out at Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            27 of 27 | A bus drives through Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the site of Woodstock Music and Art Fair, Friday, June 14, 2024, in Bethel, N.Y. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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                                        BETHEL, N.Y. (AP) -- Beverly "Cookie" Grant hitchhiked to the Woodstock music festival in 1969 without a ticket and slept on straw. Ellen Shelburne arrived in a VW microbus and pitched a pup tent.
Fifty-five years later, the two longtime friends finally got back to the garden, but this time in high style.
The women, now 76, were recently treated to a two-bedroom glamping tent at the upstate New York site equipped with comfy beds, a shower, a coffee maker and Wi-Fi. No mud from drenching rains this time. They sat in pavilion seats to watch shows by Woodstock veterans John Fogerty and Roger Daltrey.
"We're like hippie queens!" Grant joked over breakfast during the trip earlier this month.
The Bethel Woods Center for the Arts, the not-for-profit organization that runs the site, rolled out the tie-dyed carpet for Grant and Shelburne to promote its new glamping facilities and to delve deeper into Shelburne's trove of photos from the generation-defining festival held Aug. 15-18, 1969.

    


The once-trampled hillside by the main stage is now a manicured green space near a Woodstock-and-'60s-themed museum and the concert pavilion. But the return visit still bought back a flood of memories. Shelburne was able to retrace the steps she took as a 21-year-old college student in the photos taken by her then-boyfriend, and future husband, David Shelburne. 




"I'm looking at this person in the photograph, who is me, but a person just starting out in life at that age. And now I'm looking back at sort of bookends of my life," Ellen Shelburne said. "All these decades later, I'm back at Woodstock and it just brings it all up in such a positive way."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Grant and Shelburne did not know each other in August 1969 and they attended the concert separately. 
Shelburne came from Columbus, Ohio, with David Shelburne, his best friend and another woman. They purchased tickets, got there early and bought ponchos at a local store after rain was forecast. She slept in a pup tent.

    


"I was never cold, wet, hungry, muddy, dirty, uncomfortable or miserable," she said. "It was the total opposite."
Grant went to Woodstock on a lark.
A long-haired surfer she knew named Ray came up to her and a friend on a beach in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and said, "There's this music festival happening in New York. You want to hitchhike up there with me?" Grant's friend dropped out along the way, but she and the surfer made it to the town of Bethel. The last driver dropped them off at the edge of the epic traffic jam outside the festival and gave them a blanket.
Grant walked the last several miles to Woodstock barefoot. 
Both women were wowed by Jimi Hendrix, The Who and other musical acts, but also by the good vibes from the 400,000 or more people who converged on Max Yasgur's dairy farm some 80 miles (130 kilometers) northwest of New York City.
"If we needed food, someone gave us food. Someone gave us water. We needed nothing," Grant said.
The two women met months later in Columbus, where they each ran shops adjacent to Ohio State University with the men they went to Woodstock with. And they each married their concert companions, though Grant got a divorce several years later.

    


David and Ellen Shelburne ran a film and video production company together until he died four years ago. Grant moved to Florida and eventually became a chef on mega-yachts before starting her own business providing crews for those big boats. 
Each woman kept a spark of the Woodstock spirit. Shelburne said she's "stuck in the '60s and proud of it." They got the bug to return to the festival site last year after providing oral histories in Columbus to curators for the Museum at Bethel Woods.
Just like in 1969, the women were provided what they needed during their recent long weekend of peace, love and nostalgia -- though this time it was a "Luxury 2 Bedroom Safari Tent" with a front deck and the shower in a bathroom. And when it rained this time, they were able to stay dry in the museum.
On a sunny Saturday, Bethel Woods senior curator Neal Hitch drove the women around in a golf cart to explore the spots where David Shelburne shot his festival photos. Unlike others who focused their cameras on the stage, he documented festivalgoers camping, swimming, selling goods, relaxing and having fun. Hitch noted that David Shelburne's images also are valuable because they are in sequence, meaning they tell a story.

    


At one stop, Shelburne stood by a tree line as she held a photo of a field full of campers. She was standing on the spot where her late husband took the photograph and was looking at the same field, minus the campers, 55 years later. Visibly moved, she said "oh" a few times and let out a deep breath before exclaiming, "Wow!" 
It broke her heart that her husband is not in the photographs, but she felt his presence that weekend. 
The women ranged across the festival site over several days, from the stage area to the woods where vendors had set up stalls. Despite the changes -- the luxury tents, the fences, the museum -- the women said they recognized the same mellow, friendly vibes here that they experienced as 21-year-olds. 

    


And they were thrilled to immerse themselves in it again decades later.
"It's very wonderful to see that it's in history forever," Grant said, "and we're a part of that."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/woodstock-bethel-baby-boomers-new-york-832670a5086f03922d61c5cf77dfd9c8
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            1 of 17 | Holding a Border Patrol-issued plastic bag containing her belongings, Mexican migrant Ana Ruiz, right, wipes her tears while talking to a family member at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, after she was deported back to her homeland from the U.S. The asylum halt, which took effect June 5 and has led a 40% decline in arrests for illegal crossings, applies to all nationalities but falls hardest on nationalities most susceptible to deportation _ specifically, Mexicans and those that Mexico agrees to take back. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            2 of 17 | Several migrants arrive at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter to spend the night in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, after they were deported from the U.S. The Biden administration's asylum halt that has led to a 40% drop in arrests for illegal border crossings this month applies to all nationalities but falls hardest on nationalities most susceptible to being deported _ most notably, Mexicans. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            3 of 17 | Female migrants who were recently deported from the U.S. sit in a chapel at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter while waiting for dinner in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            4 of 17 | Juaquin Hernandez watches his 7-year-old son, Jonathan, play with a smartphone in the men's dorm at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            5 of 17 | A migrant goes through his possessions as bags belonging to other migrants deported back to their homeland are piled up along the wall in a chapel at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Mexicans accounted for 38% of border arrests in May, down from 85% in 2011 but still the highest nationality by far. In the Border Patrol's Tucson sector, the busiest corridor for illegal crossings for much of the last year, nearly three of every four arrests last month were of Mexicans, helping explain why the asylum ban has had more impact in Arizona. U.S. authorities say the 7-day average of daily arrests in the Tucson sector fell below 600 this week from just under 1,200 on June 2. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            6 of 17 | Yazmani Gomes, left, arm-wrestles with Eliseo Lopez while waiting for dinner at San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            7 of 17 | Luis Reynosa, a 17-year-old Mexican migrant recently deported back to his homeland, sits outside the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter while waiting for dinner in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. The Biden administration's asylum halt that has led to a 40% drop in arrests for illegal border crossings this month applies to all nationalities but falls hardest on nationalities most susceptible to being deported _ most notably, Mexicans. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            8 of 17 | A migrant recently deported from the U.S. waits in line to shower at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            9 of 17 | Mayra Mauricio, a Mexican migrant deported from the U.S., holds her smartphone to her ear to listen to a message left by a family member as she waits for dinner in a chapel at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            10 of 17 | Female migrants, mostly Mexican nationals recently deported from the U.S., eat their dinner at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            11 of 17 | A father and a daughter who declined to give their names sit in a chapel while waiting for dinner at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            12 of 17 | Migrants, mostly Mexican nationals recently deported from the U.S., eat their dinner at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. The Biden administration's asylum halt that has led to a 40% drop in arrests for illegal border crossings this month applies to all nationalities but falls hardest on nationalities most susceptible to being deported - most notably, Mexicans. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            13 of 17 | Volunteer Edith Garcia prepares soup to serve migrants, mostly Mexican nationals deported from the U.S., at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. The Biden administration's asylum halt that has led to a 40% drop in arrests for illegal border crossings this month applies to all nationalities but falls hardest on nationalities most susceptible to being deported _ most notably, Mexicans. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            14 of 17 | Migrants, mostly Mexican nationals deported back to their homeland from the U.S., eat their dinner at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. The Biden administration's asylum halt that has led to a 40% drop in arrests for illegal border crossings this month applies to all nationalities but falls hardest on nationalities most susceptible to being deported _ most notably, Mexicans. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            15 of 17 | Two migrants sleep in their bunk bed at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            16 of 17 | Migrants, mostly Mexican nationals recently deported from the U.S., prepare to settle into their bunk beds for the night at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            17 of 17 | HOLD FOR STORY BY ELLIOT SPAGAT Female migrants, mostly Mexican nationals recently deported from the U.S., prepare to settle into their bunk beds for the night at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            1 of 17 | Holding a Border Patrol-issued plastic bag containing her belongings, Mexican migrant Ana Ruiz, right, wipes her tears while talking to a family member at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, after she was deported back to her homeland from the U.S. The asylum halt, which took effect June 5 and has led a 40% decline in arrests for illegal crossings, applies to all nationalities but falls hardest on nationalities most susceptible to deportation _ specifically, Mexicans and those that Mexico agrees to take back. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Holding a Border Patrol-issued plastic bag containing her belongings, Mexican migrant Ana Ruiz, right, wipes her tears while talking to a family member at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, after she was deported back to her homeland from the U.S. The asylum halt, which took effect June 5 and has led a 40% decline in arrests for illegal crossings, applies to all nationalities but falls hardest on nationalities most susceptible to deportation _ specifically, Mexicans and those that Mexico agrees to take back. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            2 of 17 | Several migrants arrive at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter to spend the night in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, after they were deported from the U.S. The Biden administration's asylum halt that has led to a 40% drop in arrests for illegal border crossings this month applies to all nationalities but falls hardest on nationalities most susceptible to being deported _ most notably, Mexicans. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Several migrants arrive at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter to spend the night in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, after they were deported from the U.S. The Biden administration's asylum halt that has led to a 40% drop in arrests for illegal border crossings this month applies to all nationalities but falls hardest on nationalities most susceptible to being deported _ most notably, Mexicans. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            3 of 17 | Female migrants who were recently deported from the U.S. sit in a chapel at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter while waiting for dinner in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Female migrants who were recently deported from the U.S. sit in a chapel at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter while waiting for dinner in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            4 of 17 | Juaquin Hernandez watches his 7-year-old son, Jonathan, play with a smartphone in the men's dorm at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Juaquin Hernandez watches his 7-year-old son, Jonathan, play with a smartphone in the men's dorm at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 17 | A migrant goes through his possessions as bags belonging to other migrants deported back to their homeland are piled up along the wall in a chapel at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Mexicans accounted for 38% of border arrests in May, down from 85% in 2011 but still the highest nationality by far. In the Border Patrol's Tucson sector, the busiest corridor for illegal crossings for much of the last year, nearly three of every four arrests last month were of Mexicans, helping explain why the asylum ban has had more impact in Arizona. U.S. authorities say the 7-day average of daily arrests in the Tucson sector fell below 600 this week from just under 1,200 on June 2. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            6 of 17 | Yazmani Gomes, left, arm-wrestles with Eliseo Lopez while waiting for dinner at San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            7 of 17 | Luis Reynosa, a 17-year-old Mexican migrant recently deported back to his homeland, sits outside the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter while waiting for dinner in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. The Biden administration's asylum halt that has led to a 40% drop in arrests for illegal border crossings this month applies to all nationalities but falls hardest on nationalities most susceptible to being deported _ most notably, Mexicans. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Luis Reynosa, a 17-year-old Mexican migrant recently deported back to his homeland, sits outside the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter while waiting for dinner in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. The Biden administration's asylum halt that has led to a 40% drop in arrests for illegal border crossings this month applies to all nationalities but falls hardest on nationalities most susceptible to being deported _ most notably, Mexicans. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            8 of 17 | A migrant recently deported from the U.S. waits in line to shower at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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A migrant recently deported from the U.S. waits in line to shower at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            9 of 17 | Mayra Mauricio, a Mexican migrant deported from the U.S., holds her smartphone to her ear to listen to a message left by a family member as she waits for dinner in a chapel at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Mayra Mauricio, a Mexican migrant deported from the U.S., holds her smartphone to her ear to listen to a message left by a family member as she waits for dinner in a chapel at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            10 of 17 | Female migrants, mostly Mexican nationals recently deported from the U.S., eat their dinner at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                    10 of 17
Female migrants, mostly Mexican nationals recently deported from the U.S., eat their dinner at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            11 of 17 | A father and a daughter who declined to give their names sit in a chapel while waiting for dinner at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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A father and a daughter who declined to give their names sit in a chapel while waiting for dinner at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            12 of 17 | Migrants, mostly Mexican nationals recently deported from the U.S., eat their dinner at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. The Biden administration's asylum halt that has led to a 40% drop in arrests for illegal border crossings this month applies to all nationalities but falls hardest on nationalities most susceptible to being deported - most notably, Mexicans. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Migrants, mostly Mexican nationals recently deported from the U.S., eat their dinner at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. The Biden administration's asylum halt that has led to a 40% drop in arrests for illegal border crossings this month applies to all nationalities but falls hardest on nationalities most susceptible to being deported - most notably, Mexicans. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            13 of 17 | Volunteer Edith Garcia prepares soup to serve migrants, mostly Mexican nationals deported from the U.S., at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. The Biden administration's asylum halt that has led to a 40% drop in arrests for illegal border crossings this month applies to all nationalities but falls hardest on nationalities most susceptible to being deported _ most notably, Mexicans. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Volunteer Edith Garcia prepares soup to serve migrants, mostly Mexican nationals deported from the U.S., at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. The Biden administration's asylum halt that has led to a 40% drop in arrests for illegal border crossings this month applies to all nationalities but falls hardest on nationalities most susceptible to being deported _ most notably, Mexicans. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            14 of 17 | Migrants, mostly Mexican nationals deported back to their homeland from the U.S., eat their dinner at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. The Biden administration's asylum halt that has led to a 40% drop in arrests for illegal border crossings this month applies to all nationalities but falls hardest on nationalities most susceptible to being deported _ most notably, Mexicans. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                    14 of 17
Migrants, mostly Mexican nationals deported back to their homeland from the U.S., eat their dinner at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. The Biden administration's asylum halt that has led to a 40% drop in arrests for illegal border crossings this month applies to all nationalities but falls hardest on nationalities most susceptible to being deported _ most notably, Mexicans. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            15 of 17 | Two migrants sleep in their bunk bed at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Two migrants sleep in their bunk bed at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            16 of 17 | Migrants, mostly Mexican nationals recently deported from the U.S., prepare to settle into their bunk beds for the night at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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Migrants, mostly Mexican nationals recently deported from the U.S., prepare to settle into their bunk beds for the night at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            17 of 17 | HOLD FOR STORY BY ELLIOT SPAGAT Female migrants, mostly Mexican nationals recently deported from the U.S., prepare to settle into their bunk beds for the night at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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HOLD FOR STORY BY ELLIOT SPAGAT Female migrants, mostly Mexican nationals recently deported from the U.S., prepare to settle into their bunk beds for the night at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter in Nogales, Mexico, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at the shelter, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                        NOGALES, Mexico (AP) -- Ana Ruiz was dismayed seeing migrants from some countries released in the United States with orders to appear in immigration court while she and other Mexicans were deported on a one-hour bus ride to the nearest border crossing.
"They're giving priority to other countries," Ruiz, 35, said after a tearful phone call to family in Mexico's southern state of Chiapas at the San Juan Bosco migrant shelter. The shelter's director says it is receiving about 100 deportees a day, more than double what it saw before President Joe Biden issued an executive order that suspends asylum processing at the U.S.-Mexico border when arrests for illegal crossings reach 2,500 a day.
The asylum halt, which took effect June 5 and has led to a 40% decline in arrests for illegal crossings, applies to all nationalities. But it falls hardest on those most susceptible to deportation -- specifically, Mexicans and others Mexico agrees to take (Cubans, Haitians, Nicaraguans, Venezuelans). Lack of money for charter flights, sour diplomatic ties and other operational challenges make it more difficult to deport people to many countries in Africa, Asia, Europe and South America. 

    


Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas said the U.S. is working with countries around the world to accept more of their deported citizens, citing challenges from diplomatic relations to speed producing travel documents. 




"The reality is that it is easier to remove individuals to certain countries than other countries," he said in an interview Wednesday in Tucson, Arizona. "We do remove individuals to Senegal, we do remove individuals to Colombia, we do remove individuals to India. It can be more difficult."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mexicans accounted for 38% of border arrests in May, down from 85% in 2011 but still the highest nationality by far. The Border Patrol's Tucson sector has been the busiest corridor for illegal crossings for much of the last year. Last month, nearly three of every four arrests there were of Mexicans, helping explain why the asylum ban has had more impact in Arizona. U.S. authorities say the seven-day average of daily arrests in the Tucson sector fell below 600 this week from just under 1,200 on June 2.

    


Border agents in Arizona have been severely tested since late 2022 by nationalities that are difficult to deport -- first from Cuba and later Mauritania, Guinea and Senegal. Many cross near Lukeville, about a four-hour bus ride to a major processing center in Tucson. 
Many Mexicans cross illegally much closer to Tucson in Nogales, Arizona, some by climbing over a wall with ladders made from material at a seatbelt plant on the Mexican side to try to disappear into homes and businesses within seconds. Others turn themselves in to border agents to claim asylum, entering through gaps in the wall that are being filled in. On Tuesday, a group of 49 predominantly Mexican migrants were waiting for agents.
Some are taken to the Border Patrol station in Nogales, where they can be held for six days if they express fear of being deported under the asylum halt and seek similar forms of protection that would allow them to remain but that have a much higher bar, such as the U.N. Convention Against Torture. 

    


Most are taken to a cluster of giant white tents near Tucson International Airport, which opened in April 2021 for unaccompanied children. It now has space for 1,000 people, including single adults and families, who sleep on foam mattresses or raised beds.
On Tuesday, about a dozen people who said they feared deportation sat on benches in a cavernous room to hear instructions on the screening interview, which includes a four-hour window to call attorneys or others to prepare. They were then directed to one of 16 soundproof phone booths.
The Tucson processing center didn't even conduct screenings before Biden's asylum halt. That resulted in more migrants being released with orders to appear in U.S. immigration court, a practice that has plummeted in recent weeks. The screenings by asylum officers take about 90 minutes by phone.

    


Many migrants who fail interviews are deported to Nogales, a sprawling city in the Mexican state of Sonora, and end up at San Juan Bosco, where a giant fan in a former chapel offers relief from blistering summer heat. 
Francisco Loureiro, who runs the shelter in a hardscrabble hillside neighborhood, said word has gotten out among Mexicans that they will be deported if they surrender to agents to seek asylum and that more will try to avoid being captured. He said one deported migrant accepted a smuggler's offer outside the shelter Tuesday to try to sneak across undetected.
Ruiz said she did not get a chance to explain to an asylum officer that she feared returning to Mexico due to cartel violence. "They were very direct, yes-or-no questions. You couldn't explain why you were afraid," she said.

    


Mayorkas said complaints about the screening predate Biden's June order.
"I have confidence in our agents and officers that they are abiding by the guidelines, that our guidelines are strong, and we have the expertise to individuals who manifest fear," he said. 
Anahi Sandoval, 30, said she tried to avoid capture after crossing the border in Nogales and was abandoned by her smuggler in the desert. She said she fled Chiapas after she and her husband, who owned a doors and windows business, refused to be extorted by gangs; her husband was killed and she left her daughter with a relative. 
"The Colombians get a pass but not the Mexicans," said Sandoval, who failed her screening interview. "It makes me angry."
Araceli Martinez, 32, said she fears returning home with her 14-year-old daughter to a physically abusive husband but no one asked her and she didn't know that she had to ask until she was on a bus to Mexico. Previously, Border Patrol agents had to ask migrants if they feared returning home. Under new rules, migrants must ask unprompted or express obvious signs of distress, such as crying.
Martinez was eager to spread a message to others: "People come thinking there is asylum, but there isn't." 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/biden-border-asylum-mexico-immigration-deportations-43468ec3b154f478f726a62d07204a53
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China calls on scientists of all nations to study lunar samples, but notes obstacle with the US
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            1 of 8 | Bian Zhigang, Deputy Director of the China National Space Administration speaks during a press conference at the State Council Information Office in Beijing, Thursday, June 27, 2024. China's space officials said Thursday they welcomed scientists from across the world to apply to study the lunar rock samples the Chang'e 6 probe brought back to earth in a historic mission, but noted there were limits to that cooperation, specifically with the U.S. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            2 of 8 | Bian Zhigang, Deputy Director of the China National Space Administration walks by Chang'e 6 probe models as he arrives for a press conference at the State Council Information Office in Beijing, Thursday, June 27, 2024. China's space officials said Thursday they welcomed scientists from across the world to apply to study the lunar rock samples the Chang'e 6 probe brought back to earth in a historic mission, but noted there were limits to that cooperation, specifically with the U.S. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            3 of 8 | In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, the return capsule of the Chang'e 6 probe is seen in Siziwang Banner, northern China's Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region on Tuesday, June 25, 2024. China's Chang'e 6 probe has returned on Earth with rock and soil samples from the little-explored far side of the moon in a global first. (Bei He/Xinhua via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 8 | Hu Hao, chief designer of China's Chang'e 6 probe, right, speaks next to Bian Zhigang, Deputy Director of the China National Space Administration during a press conference at the State Council Information Office in Beijing, Thursday, June 27, 2024. China's space officials said Thursday they welcomed scientists from across the world to apply to study the lunar rock samples the Chang'e 6 probe brought back to earth in a historic mission, but noted there were limits to that cooperation, specifically with the U.S. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            5 of 8 | A reporter takes a smartphone photo of Chang'e 6 probe models on display at the State Council Information Office, in Beijing, Thursday, June 27, 2024. China's space officials said Thursday they welcomed scientists from across the world to apply to study the lunar rock samples the Chang'e 6 probe brought back to earth in a historic mission, but noted there were limits to that cooperation, specifically with the U.S. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            6 of 8 | Bian Zhigang, Deputy Director of the China National Space Administration listens to a question from a foreign journalist during a press conference at the State Council Information Office in Beijing, Thursday, June 27, 2024. China's space officials said Thursday they welcomed scientists from across the world to apply to study the lunar rock samples the Chang'e 6 probe brought back to earth in a historic mission, but noted there were limits to that cooperation, specifically with the U.S. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            7 of 8 | A staff member holding a smartphone showing the State Council Information Office website broadcasting a live of Hu Hao, chief designer of China's Chang'e 6 probe speaking during a press conference at the State Council Information Office in Beijing, Thursday, June 27, 2024. China's space officials said Thursday they welcomed scientists from across the world to apply to study the lunar rock samples the Chang'e 6 probe brought back to earth in a historic mission, but noted there were limits to that cooperation, specifically with the U.S. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            8 of 8 | Bian Zhigang, Deputy Director of the China National Space Administration speaks during a press conference at the State Council Information Office in Beijing, Thursday, June 27, 2024. China's space officials said Thursday they welcomed scientists from across the world to apply to study the lunar rock samples the Chang'e 6 probe brought back to earth in a historic mission, but noted there were limits to that cooperation, specifically with the U.S. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            1 of 8 | Bian Zhigang, Deputy Director of the China National Space Administration speaks during a press conference at the State Council Information Office in Beijing, Thursday, June 27, 2024. China's space officials said Thursday they welcomed scientists from across the world to apply to study the lunar rock samples the Chang'e 6 probe brought back to earth in a historic mission, but noted there were limits to that cooperation, specifically with the U.S. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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Bian Zhigang, Deputy Director of the China National Space Administration speaks during a press conference at the State Council Information Office in Beijing, Thursday, June 27, 2024. China's space officials said Thursday they welcomed scientists from across the world to apply to study the lunar rock samples the Chang'e 6 probe brought back to earth in a historic mission, but noted there were limits to that cooperation, specifically with the U.S. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            2 of 8 | Bian Zhigang, Deputy Director of the China National Space Administration walks by Chang'e 6 probe models as he arrives for a press conference at the State Council Information Office in Beijing, Thursday, June 27, 2024. China's space officials said Thursday they welcomed scientists from across the world to apply to study the lunar rock samples the Chang'e 6 probe brought back to earth in a historic mission, but noted there were limits to that cooperation, specifically with the U.S. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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Bian Zhigang, Deputy Director of the China National Space Administration walks by Chang'e 6 probe models as he arrives for a press conference at the State Council Information Office in Beijing, Thursday, June 27, 2024. China's space officials said Thursday they welcomed scientists from across the world to apply to study the lunar rock samples the Chang'e 6 probe brought back to earth in a historic mission, but noted there were limits to that cooperation, specifically with the U.S. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            3 of 8 | In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, the return capsule of the Chang'e 6 probe is seen in Siziwang Banner, northern China's Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region on Tuesday, June 25, 2024. China's Chang'e 6 probe has returned on Earth with rock and soil samples from the little-explored far side of the moon in a global first. (Bei He/Xinhua via AP)
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In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, the return capsule of the Chang'e 6 probe is seen in Siziwang Banner, northern China's Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region on Tuesday, June 25, 2024. China's Chang'e 6 probe has returned on Earth with rock and soil samples from the little-explored far side of the moon in a global first. (Bei He/Xinhua via AP)
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            4 of 8 | Hu Hao, chief designer of China's Chang'e 6 probe, right, speaks next to Bian Zhigang, Deputy Director of the China National Space Administration during a press conference at the State Council Information Office in Beijing, Thursday, June 27, 2024. China's space officials said Thursday they welcomed scientists from across the world to apply to study the lunar rock samples the Chang'e 6 probe brought back to earth in a historic mission, but noted there were limits to that cooperation, specifically with the U.S. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            5 of 8 | A reporter takes a smartphone photo of Chang'e 6 probe models on display at the State Council Information Office, in Beijing, Thursday, June 27, 2024. China's space officials said Thursday they welcomed scientists from across the world to apply to study the lunar rock samples the Chang'e 6 probe brought back to earth in a historic mission, but noted there were limits to that cooperation, specifically with the U.S. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            6 of 8 | Bian Zhigang, Deputy Director of the China National Space Administration listens to a question from a foreign journalist during a press conference at the State Council Information Office in Beijing, Thursday, June 27, 2024. China's space officials said Thursday they welcomed scientists from across the world to apply to study the lunar rock samples the Chang'e 6 probe brought back to earth in a historic mission, but noted there were limits to that cooperation, specifically with the U.S. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 8
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            7 of 8 | A staff member holding a smartphone showing the State Council Information Office website broadcasting a live of Hu Hao, chief designer of China's Chang'e 6 probe speaking during a press conference at the State Council Information Office in Beijing, Thursday, June 27, 2024. China's space officials said Thursday they welcomed scientists from across the world to apply to study the lunar rock samples the Chang'e 6 probe brought back to earth in a historic mission, but noted there were limits to that cooperation, specifically with the U.S. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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            8 of 8 | Bian Zhigang, Deputy Director of the China National Space Administration speaks during a press conference at the State Council Information Office in Beijing, Thursday, June 27, 2024. China's space officials said Thursday they welcomed scientists from across the world to apply to study the lunar rock samples the Chang'e 6 probe brought back to earth in a historic mission, but noted there were limits to that cooperation, specifically with the U.S. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 8
Bian Zhigang, Deputy Director of the China National Space Administration speaks during a press conference at the State Council Information Office in Beijing, Thursday, June 27, 2024. China's space officials said Thursday they welcomed scientists from across the world to apply to study the lunar rock samples the Chang'e 6 probe brought back to earth in a historic mission, but noted there were limits to that cooperation, specifically with the U.S. (AP Photo/Andy Wong)
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- China's space officials said Thursday they welcomed scientists from around the world to apply to study the lunar rock samples that the Chang'e 6 probe brought back to Earth in a historic mission, but noted there were limits to that cooperation, specifically with the United States.
Officials said at a televised news conference in Beijing meant to introduce the mission's achievements that any cooperation with the U.S. would be hinged on removing an American law that bans direct bilateral cooperation with NASA. 
"The source of the obstacle in US-China aerospace cooperation is still in the Wolf Amendment," said Bian Zhigang, vice chair of the China National Space Administration. "If the U.S. truly wants to hope to began regular aerospace cooperation, I think they should take the appropriate measures to remove the obstacle."

    


The Wolf Amendment was enacted in 2011 and prevents direct U.S.-Chinese bilateral cooperation except in cases where the FBI can certify that there is no national security risk to sharing information with the Chinese side in the course of work.
Still, China could cooperate with scientists of other countries. It worked with the European Space Agency, France, Italy and Pakistan in the Chang'e 6 mission.




"China welcomes scientists from all countries to apply according to the processes and share in the benefits," said Liu Yunfeng, director of the international cooperation office of the China National Space Administration.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Meanwhile, little information about the global first achieved Tuesday was announced. Chinese officials declined to reveal how many samples they actually gathered or any preliminary findings.
"I'm afraid this matter will not be revealed until tomorrow, so I hope everyone can wait patiently for another day," Chang'e 6 chief designer Hu Hao said at the news conference. 
On Monday, Chinese scientists said that they anticipate the returned samples will include 2.5 million-year-old volcanic rock and other material that scientists hope will answer questions about geographic differences on the moon's two sides. The mission had aimed to gather two kilograms (more than four pounds) of material.

    


The near side of the moon is what is seen from Earth, and the far side faces outer space. The far side is also known to have mountains and impact craters and is much more difficult to reach.
The probe's journey to the far side of the moon was historic in that it was the first time a probe had successfully taken off and brought back samples from the far side directly. Previous samples thought to be from the far side of the moon are from meteorites found on Earth. 
The probe had landed in the moon's South Pole-Aitken Basin, an impact crater created more than 4 billion years ago. The samples scientists are expecting will likely come from different layers of the basin, which will bear traces of the different geological events across its long chronology, such as when the moon was younger and had an active inside that could produce volcanic rock. 
Officials did announce some future plans, with a planned Chang'e 7 probe to explore resources on the moon's South Pole. Further down the line, they have planned Tianwen-3 for around 2030 to carry out a Mars sample return mission and a Tianwen-4 Jupiter exploration mission.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/china-change-6-moon-samples-probe-nasa-c8aa729d0e026349231a05914f9f69f4
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            1 of 11 | FILE - Iranian demonstrators burn representations of British and U.S. flags during a protest against the U.S. and British military strike against Iranian-backed Houthis in Yemen, in front of the British Embassy in Tehran, Iran, Jan. 12, 2024. The next president could be "forced to either sell Iran to Trump or spark a dangerous tension in the country" if economic problems aren't solved, warned Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, Iran's parliament speaker and a candidate in the election to be held on Friday, June 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)
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            2 of 11 | FILE - People walk past a state-organized, anti-U.S. mural painted on the wall of the former U.S. Embassy in Tehran, Iran, Aug. 19, 2023. The next president could be "forced to either sell Iran to Trump or spark a dangerous tension in the country" if economic problems aren't solved, warned Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, Iran's parliament speaker and a candidate in the election to be held on Friday, June 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)
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            3 of 11 | FILE - The entrance to the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, is seen in Tehran, Iran, Aug. 19, 2023. The next president could be "forced to either sell Iran to Trump or spark a dangerous tension in the country" if economic problems aren't solved, warned Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, Iran's parliament speaker and a candidate in the election to be held on Friday, June 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)
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            4 of 11 | A supporter of Iran's parliament speaker Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, the most prominent hard-line candidate for the presidential election, holds up his poster in a campaign gathering in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            5 of 11 | A supporter of Saeed Jalili, a candidate for the presidential election, holds up his poster during a campaign gathering in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            6 of 11 | Women walk through the old main bazaar of Tehran, Iran, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            7 of 11 | Supporters of reformist candidate for Iran's presidential election Masoud Pezeshkian attend his campaign meeting in Tehran, Iran, Sunday, June 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            8 of 11 | A supporter of Saeed Jalili, a candidate for the presidential election, holds his poster as he flashes a victory sign during a campaign gathering in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            9 of 11 | Iran's parliament speaker Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, the most prominent hard-line candidate for the presidential election, speaks in his campaign gathering in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            10 of 11 | Reformist candidate for Iran's presidential election Masoud Pezeshkian waves to his supporters in his campaign meeting in Tehran, Iran, Sunday, June 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            11 of 11 | A customer takes a photo of a carpet in a carpet shop at the old main bazaar of Tehran, Iran, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            1 of 11 | FILE - Iranian demonstrators burn representations of British and U.S. flags during a protest against the U.S. and British military strike against Iranian-backed Houthis in Yemen, in front of the British Embassy in Tehran, Iran, Jan. 12, 2024. The next president could be "forced to either sell Iran to Trump or spark a dangerous tension in the country" if economic problems aren't solved, warned Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, Iran's parliament speaker and a candidate in the election to be held on Friday, June 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)
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            2 of 11 | FILE - People walk past a state-organized, anti-U.S. mural painted on the wall of the former U.S. Embassy in Tehran, Iran, Aug. 19, 2023. The next president could be "forced to either sell Iran to Trump or spark a dangerous tension in the country" if economic problems aren't solved, warned Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, Iran's parliament speaker and a candidate in the election to be held on Friday, June 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)
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            3 of 11 | FILE - The entrance to the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, is seen in Tehran, Iran, Aug. 19, 2023. The next president could be "forced to either sell Iran to Trump or spark a dangerous tension in the country" if economic problems aren't solved, warned Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, Iran's parliament speaker and a candidate in the election to be held on Friday, June 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 11
FILE - The entrance to the former U.S. Embassy, which has been turned into an anti-American museum, is seen in Tehran, Iran, Aug. 19, 2023. The next president could be "forced to either sell Iran to Trump or spark a dangerous tension in the country" if economic problems aren't solved, warned Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, Iran's parliament speaker and a candidate in the election to be held on Friday, June 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi, File)
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            4 of 11 | A supporter of Iran's parliament speaker Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, the most prominent hard-line candidate for the presidential election, holds up his poster in a campaign gathering in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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A supporter of Saeed Jalili, a candidate for the presidential election, holds up his poster during a campaign gathering in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            8 of 11 | A supporter of Saeed Jalili, a candidate for the presidential election, holds his poster as he flashes a victory sign during a campaign gathering in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 11
A supporter of Saeed Jalili, a candidate for the presidential election, holds his poster as he flashes a victory sign during a campaign gathering in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            9 of 11 | Iran's parliament speaker Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, the most prominent hard-line candidate for the presidential election, speaks in his campaign gathering in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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Reformist candidate for Iran's presidential election Masoud Pezeshkian waves to his supporters in his campaign meeting in Tehran, Iran, Sunday, June 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- In the waning moments of Iran's final televised presidential debate, one of the top candidates to replace the late hard-line President Ebrahim Raisi invoked the name of the one person who perhaps has done more than anyone to change the trajectory of the Islamic Republic's relationship with the wider world in recent years.
The next president could be "forced to either sell Iran to Trump or spark a dangerous tension in the country" if economic problems aren't solved, warned Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, Iran's parliament speaker and a candidate in Friday's election.
President Donald Trump's decision in 2018 to unilaterally withdraw America from the Iran nuclear deal saw crushing sanctions reimposed and largely cut Tehran out of the world's economy. That worsened the political climate within Iran, already beset by mass protests over economic problems and women's rights. An escalating series of attacks on land and at sea followed, while Tehran also began enriching uranium at near weapons-grade levels. 

    


Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on Israel and Israel's subsequent war on the militants in the Gaza Strip only added jet fuel to a fire now threatening to burn nearly every corner of the wider Middle East. Iran's support of an array of militias, including Hamas, Lebanon's Hezbollah and Yemen's Houthi rebels, and its unprecedented direct attack on Israel during the war, has made it a direct belligerent in the conflict.




What happens in both the war and with Iran's future may hinge directly on the U.S., denounced by the Grand Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini as the "Great Satan" in the 1979 Islamic Revolution and still cursed at major events like a speech this week by the 85-year-old Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Despite the vitriol, the U.S. has come up again and again in the campaign. Khamenei warned this week against supporting candidates who "think that all ways to progress pass through America," a thinly veiled criticism of the only reformist running in the race, Masoud Pezeshkian, who has fully embraced a return to the 2015 nuclear deal. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Among the six initial presidential contenders -- two of whom had dropped out by Thursday -- Trump has repeatedly emerged as a theme. One of them, former hard-line candidate Amirhossein Ghazizadeh Hashemi, contended that if Trump wins the U.S. presidential election "we can negotiate with Trump and impose our demands on him." 

    


That wasn't an opinion shared by Shiite cleric Mostafa Pourmohammadi, who warned Iran should take part in talks now with the U.S. before a second possible Trump presidency. However, his campaign also printed a side-by-side poster showing the cleric and Trump in profile, declaring: "I am the one who can stand against Trump!" 
Hard-line candidate Saeed Jalili also mocked his competitors as being "scared" of Trump, vowing to fight him.
For his part, Trump has brought up Iran while campaigning in recent days. Speaking to the "All In" podcast, Trump repeated that he had wanted to "make a fair deal with Iran" -- while also trying to claim Iran's theocratic government that long has called for Israel's destruction would somehow have made a diplomatic recognition deal with Israel like the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain did during his presidency. 

    


"A child could have made a deal with them -- and Biden did nothing," Trump asserted. 
Interestingly, President Joe Biden's name hasn't been mentioned during the Iranian election debates. Before Raisi's death in a May helicopter crash, the U.S. under Biden had several rounds of indirect talks with Iranian officials. 
While broadly criticizing Iran, particularly in the wake of the 2022 death of Mahsa Amini and the women's rights protests that followed, the Biden administration has opened the door to Iran accessing some frozen assets abroad. That includes a deal that saw a prisoner swap between the countries in September, less than a month before the Israel-Hamas war began. 
Then there's Iran's oil sales. While technically sanctioned, Iran recently reported selling 2.5 million barrels a day -- with the lion's share likely going to China, possibly at a discount. Former Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, who struck the nuclear deal under the relatively moderate President Hassan Rouhani and now supports the reformist candidate Pezeshkian, directly attributed those sales to the Biden administration's policies.

    


"That the crude sales have gone up was not a work by our friends, but when Biden came power they had a policy to loosen the bolt of sanctions," said Zarif, obliquely referring to hard-liners. "Let Trump come and find out what our friends will do."
While wider talks in Vienna with world powers to restart the nuclear deal collapsed, Biden may be trying to replicate a strategy from when he was vice president under Barack Obama -- quietly working indirectly with the Iranians toward a deal that later can be brought to the table. 

    


But much of whatever U.S. policy the Biden administration planned for the Middle East -- including a possible Saudi security deal that could see Riyadh diplomatically recognize Israel -- has been upended by the Israel-Hamas war. 
Meanwhile, the real wildcard for Iran comes Nov. 5 when the U.S. holds its presidential election. Biden's re-election likely would see a continuation of the carrot-stick approach wielded so far during his term. If Trump is re-elected, it could portend more discussions about a deal while also carrying risks. Trump in 2020 launched a drone strike killing Revolutionary Guard Gen. Qassem Soleimani while still insisting he wanted a deal with Tehran. 
A war between Israel and Lebanon -- or the Houthis potentially getting a missile strike on an American warship amid their campaign -- also could drastically upend calculations in both Tehran and Washington. 
For now though, Iran and the U.S. remain intertwined in tension, much like the nations have for decades. 
___
Jon Gambrell, the news director for the Gulf and Iran for The Associated Press, has reported from each of the Gulf Cooperation Council countries, Iran and other locations across the world since joining the AP in 2006. 
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            1 of 5 | In this photo released by the Iranian state-run TV, IRIB, presidential candidate for June 28 election Amirhossein Ghazizadeh Hashemi, Vice President of late Ebrahim Raisi, attends a debate of the candidates at the TV studio in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Morteza Fakhri Nezhad/IRIB via AP)
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            2 of 5 | A supporter of Saeed Jalili, a candidate for the June 28, presidential election, holds up his poster during a campaign gathering in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Jalili, a hardline candidate and former nuclear negotiator, said in a debate on Monday: "We should make the enemy regretful from sanctioning Iran through economic means." (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            3 of 5 | Iran's parliament speaker Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, the most prominent hard-line candidate for the June 28 presidential election, speaks in his campaign gathering in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Qalibaf along with five other candidates is competing in the election to replace the late President Ebrahim Raisi who died in a helicopter crash with seven other officials in May. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            4 of 5 | Reformist candidate for Iran's June 28, presidential election Masoud Pezeshkian flashes the victory sign in his campaign rally in Tehran, Iran, Sunday, June 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            5 of 5 | In this picture made available by Iranian state-run TV, IRIB, presidential candidate for the June 28 election Amirhossein Ghazizadeh Hashemi, Vice President of late Ebrahim Raisi, speaks in a debate of the candidates at the TV studio in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (Morteza Fakhri Nezhad/IRIB via AP)
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            1 of 5 | In this photo released by the Iranian state-run TV, IRIB, presidential candidate for June 28 election Amirhossein Ghazizadeh Hashemi, Vice President of late Ebrahim Raisi, attends a debate of the candidates at the TV studio in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Morteza Fakhri Nezhad/IRIB via AP)
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In this photo released by the Iranian state-run TV, IRIB, presidential candidate for June 28 election Amirhossein Ghazizadeh Hashemi, Vice President of late Ebrahim Raisi, attends a debate of the candidates at the TV studio in Tehran, Iran, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (Morteza Fakhri Nezhad/IRIB via AP)
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            2 of 5 | A supporter of Saeed Jalili, a candidate for the June 28, presidential election, holds up his poster during a campaign gathering in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Jalili, a hardline candidate and former nuclear negotiator, said in a debate on Monday: "We should make the enemy regretful from sanctioning Iran through economic means." (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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                                    2 of 5
A supporter of Saeed Jalili, a candidate for the June 28, presidential election, holds up his poster during a campaign gathering in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Jalili, a hardline candidate and former nuclear negotiator, said in a debate on Monday: "We should make the enemy regretful from sanctioning Iran through economic means." (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            3 of 5 | Iran's parliament speaker Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, the most prominent hard-line candidate for the June 28 presidential election, speaks in his campaign gathering in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Qalibaf along with five other candidates is competing in the election to replace the late President Ebrahim Raisi who died in a helicopter crash with seven other officials in May. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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Iran's parliament speaker Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, the most prominent hard-line candidate for the June 28 presidential election, speaks in his campaign gathering in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Qalibaf along with five other candidates is competing in the election to replace the late President Ebrahim Raisi who died in a helicopter crash with seven other officials in May. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            4 of 5 | Reformist candidate for Iran's June 28, presidential election Masoud Pezeshkian flashes the victory sign in his campaign rally in Tehran, Iran, Sunday, June 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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                                    4 of 5
Reformist candidate for Iran's June 28, presidential election Masoud Pezeshkian flashes the victory sign in his campaign rally in Tehran, Iran, Sunday, June 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            5 of 5 | In this picture made available by Iranian state-run TV, IRIB, presidential candidate for the June 28 election Amirhossein Ghazizadeh Hashemi, Vice President of late Ebrahim Raisi, speaks in a debate of the candidates at the TV studio in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (Morteza Fakhri Nezhad/IRIB via AP)
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In this picture made available by Iranian state-run TV, IRIB, presidential candidate for the June 28 election Amirhossein Ghazizadeh Hashemi, Vice President of late Ebrahim Raisi, speaks in a debate of the candidates at the TV studio in Tehran, Iran, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (Morteza Fakhri Nezhad/IRIB via AP)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- Two candidates in Iran's presidential election withdrew from the race as the country prepared Thursday for the upcoming vote, an effort by hard-liners to coalesce around a unity candidate in the polls to replace the late President Ebrahim Raisi. 
Amirhossein Ghazizadeh Hashemi, 53, dropped his candidacy and urged other candidates to do the same "so that the front of the revolution will be strengthened," the state-run IRNA news agency reported late Wednesday night. 
Ghazizadeh Hashemi served as one of Raisi's vice presidents and as the head of the Foundation of Martyrs and Veterans Affairs. He ran in the 2021 presidential election and received some 1 million votes, coming in last place. 
On Thursday, Tehran Mayor Alireza Zakani also withdrew, as he did previously in the 2021 election in which Raisi was voted into office.

    


Zakani said he withdrew to "block the formation of a third administration" of former President Hassan Rouhani, a reference to reformist candidate Masoud Pezeshkian. Pezeshkian is running with the support of former Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, who under Rouhani reached the 2015 nuclear deal with world powers.




Such withdrawals are common in the final hours of an Iranian presidential election, particularly in the last 24 hours before the vote is held when campaigns enter a mandatory quiet period without rallies. Voters go to the polls Friday.
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The two withdrawals leave four other candidates still in the race. Analysts broadly see the race as a three-way contest. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Two hard-liners, former nuclear negotiator Saeed Jalili and parliamentary speaker Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, are fighting over the same bloc, experts say. Then there's Pezeshkian, a cardiac surgeon who has sought to associate himself with Rouhani and other reformist figures like former President Mohammad Khatami and those who led the 2009 Green Movement protest.

    


Iran's theocracy under Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has maintained its stance of not approving women or anyone urging radical change to the country's government for the ballot. However, Khamenei in recent days has called for a "maximum" turnout in the vote, while also issuing a veiling warning to Pezeshkian and his allies about relying on the United States. 
Widespread public apathy has descended in the Iranian capital over the election, coming after a May helicopter crash that killed Raisi. 
After the promise nearly a decade ago of Tehran's nuclear deal opening up Iran to the rest of the world, Iranians broadly face crushing economic conditions and a far more uncertain Middle East that already has seen the Islamic Republic directly attack Israel for the first time. Iran also now enriches uranium at nearly weapons-grade levels and has enough of it to produce several nuclear weapons if it choses. 
The limited options in the election, as well as widespread discontent over Iran's ongoing crackdown on women over the mandatory headscarf, has some saying they won't vote. 
"I did not watch any of the debates since I have no plan to vote," said Fatemeh Jazayeri, a 27-year-old unemployed woman with a master's degree. "I voted for Rouhani seven years ago, but he failed to deliver his promises for a better economy. Any promise by any candidates will remain on paper only."

    


Worshippers in Tehran at Friday prayers in recent weeks, typically more conservative than others in the city, appeared more willing to vote.
Ma0hmoud Seyedi, a 46-year-old shopkeeper, said he and his wife, alongside two young daughters, will vote,
"My wife and I have decided to vote for Qalibaf since he knows how to solve problems of the country because years of experience but my daughters are thinking about Jalili, too," he said. "By the way, voting is a duty for us."
Parivash Emami, 49, another at prayers, said she hoped his vote could help Iran overcome its problems.
"Qalibaf knows details of problems, the rest are either critics or promise to solve problems without offering any program," Emami said. 
___
Karimi reported from Tehran, Iran. 
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Maui officials highlight steps toward rebuilding as 1-year mark of deadly wildfire approaches
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            1 of 16 | A general view of Front Street shows the primary debris from last year's wildfire being removed from commercial properties, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            2 of 16 | Gene Milne, an impact zone property owner, is pictured during an interview on Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. Milne lost his newly built home in last year's wildfire and is the first property owner to start the rebuilding process since his previous home was not yet fully completed and had open permits. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            3 of 16 | New leaves sprout from the historic Lahaina banyan tree, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. The giant 151-year-old tree is now drastically greener with new growth thanks to the preservation efforts of arborists following last year's devasting wildfire. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            4 of 16 | FILE - A man reacts as he sits on the Lahaina historic banyan tree damaged by a wildfire, Aug. 11, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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            5 of 16 | Workers remove the debris from commercial properties destroyed by last year's wildfire, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            6 of 16 | The Foundations of Kim Ball's property is pictured during a media tour, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. Ball is one of the first to receive a permit to rebuild following last year's wildfire. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            7 of 16 | Maui Mayor Richard Bissen stands during a media tour on Front Street, showing recovery efforts after last year's wildfire, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. Even though it's been nearly a year, rebuilding Lahaina will be long and complicated. It's unclear when people displaced by the fire will be able to move back and whether they'll be able to afford to do so. The county has issued about two dozen residential building permits so far, officials said. "We're not focused on the speed, we're focused on the safety," Bissen said. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            8 of 16 | FILE - The charred remains of the Old Lahaina Courthouse are shown, Aug. 11, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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            9 of 16 | Construction on Gene Milne's property is seen during a media tour Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. Milne lost his newly built home in last year's wildfire. His is the first to start construction because his previous home was not yet fully completed and had open permits. When he evacuated, he was living in an accessory dwelling, known locally as an "ohana unit," borrowing the Hawaiian word for family. The main home was about 70% done. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            10 of 16 | FILE - A general view shows the aftermath of a wildfire in Lahaina, Hawaii, Aug. 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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            11 of 16 | An aerial photo of Lahainaluna Road is pictured after debris from over 1,000 residential properties was removed following last year's wildfire, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            12 of 16 | Workers remove debris from commercial properties destroyed in last year's wildfire, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            13 of 16 | A general view of Front Street shows the primary debris from last year's wildfire being removed for commercial properties, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            14 of 16 | The lot of a former outlet mall is seen during a media tour Wednesday, June 26, 2024, of work being done in the aftermath of last year's wildfire in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 16 | FILE - The Lahaina historic banyan tree rises among the wildfire wreckage, Aug. 10, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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            16 of 16 | New leaves grow on the 151-year-old banyan tree, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. Arborists and volunteers help helped preserved the tree after last year's wildfire. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            1 of 16 | A general view of Front Street shows the primary debris from last year's wildfire being removed from commercial properties, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            2 of 16 | Gene Milne, an impact zone property owner, is pictured during an interview on Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. Milne lost his newly built home in last year's wildfire and is the first property owner to start the rebuilding process since his previous home was not yet fully completed and had open permits. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            3 of 16 | New leaves sprout from the historic Lahaina banyan tree, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. The giant 151-year-old tree is now drastically greener with new growth thanks to the preservation efforts of arborists following last year's devasting wildfire. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            4 of 16 | FILE - A man reacts as he sits on the Lahaina historic banyan tree damaged by a wildfire, Aug. 11, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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            5 of 16 | Workers remove the debris from commercial properties destroyed by last year's wildfire, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            6 of 16 | The Foundations of Kim Ball's property is pictured during a media tour, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. Ball is one of the first to receive a permit to rebuild following last year's wildfire. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            7 of 16 | Maui Mayor Richard Bissen stands during a media tour on Front Street, showing recovery efforts after last year's wildfire, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. Even though it's been nearly a year, rebuilding Lahaina will be long and complicated. It's unclear when people displaced by the fire will be able to move back and whether they'll be able to afford to do so. The county has issued about two dozen residential building permits so far, officials said. "We're not focused on the speed, we're focused on the safety," Bissen said. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            8 of 16 | FILE - The charred remains of the Old Lahaina Courthouse are shown, Aug. 11, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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            9 of 16 | Construction on Gene Milne's property is seen during a media tour Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. Milne lost his newly built home in last year's wildfire. His is the first to start construction because his previous home was not yet fully completed and had open permits. When he evacuated, he was living in an accessory dwelling, known locally as an "ohana unit," borrowing the Hawaiian word for family. The main home was about 70% done. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            10 of 16 | FILE - A general view shows the aftermath of a wildfire in Lahaina, Hawaii, Aug. 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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FILE - A general view shows the aftermath of a wildfire in Lahaina, Hawaii, Aug. 17, 2023. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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            11 of 16 | An aerial photo of Lahainaluna Road is pictured after debris from over 1,000 residential properties was removed following last year's wildfire, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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An aerial photo of Lahainaluna Road is pictured after debris from over 1,000 residential properties was removed following last year's wildfire, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            12 of 16 | Workers remove debris from commercial properties destroyed in last year's wildfire, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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Workers remove debris from commercial properties destroyed in last year's wildfire, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            13 of 16 | A general view of Front Street shows the primary debris from last year's wildfire being removed for commercial properties, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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A general view of Front Street shows the primary debris from last year's wildfire being removed for commercial properties, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            14 of 16 | The lot of a former outlet mall is seen during a media tour Wednesday, June 26, 2024, of work being done in the aftermath of last year's wildfire in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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The lot of a former outlet mall is seen during a media tour Wednesday, June 26, 2024, of work being done in the aftermath of last year's wildfire in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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            15 of 16 | FILE - The Lahaina historic banyan tree rises among the wildfire wreckage, Aug. 10, 2023, in Lahaina, Hawaii. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer, File)
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            16 of 16 | New leaves grow on the 151-year-old banyan tree, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Lahaina, Hawaii. Arborists and volunteers help helped preserved the tree after last year's wildfire. (AP Photo/Mengshin Lin)
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                                        LAHAINA, Hawaii (AP) -- Nearly a year after wind-whipped flames raced through Kim Ball's Hawaii community, the empty lot where his house once stood is a symbol of some of the progress being made toward rebuilding after the deadliest U.S. wildfire in more than century destroyed thousands of homes and killed 102 people in Lahaina. 
"Welcome to the neighborhood," Ball said Wednesday as he greeted a van full of Hawaii reporters invited by Maui County officials to tour certain fire-ravaged sites.
The gravel covering lots on his street in Lahaina indicate which properties have been cleared of debris and toxic ash in the months since the Aug. 8, 2023, blaze. On the lots along Komo Mai Street, there are pockets of green poking up through still visible charred vegetation.
Speaking over the noise from heavy equipment working across the street, Ball described how he was able to get a building permit quickly, partly because his home was only about 5 years old and his contractor still had the plans.

    


Ball wants to rebuild the same house from those plans.
"We may change the color of the paint," he said.
Nearby on Malanai Street, some walls were already up on Gene Milne's property. His is the first to start construction because his previous home was not yet fully completed and had open permits.




When he evacuated, he was living in an accessory dwelling, known locally as an "ohana unit," borrowing the Hawaiian word for family. The main home was about 70% done.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I was in complete denial that the fire would ever get to my home," he recalled. "Sure enough, when I came back a couple days later it was gone."
It's "extremely healing," he said, to be on the site and see the walls go up for what will be the new ohana unit. Using insurance money to rebuild, he's "looking forward to that day where I can have a cocktail on the lanai, enjoy Maui -- home."
The construction underway at Milne's property is "a milestone for us," said Maui Mayor Richard Bissen. "I think the rest of the community can use this as sort of a jumping off point, and say, 'If they can do it, we can do it, too.'"

    


Even though it's been nearly a year, rebuilding Lahaina will be long and complicated. It's unclear when people displaced by the fire will be able to move back and whether they'll be able to afford to do so. The county has approved 23 residential building permits so far and 70 are under review, officials said.
"We're not focused on the speed -- we're focused on the safety," Bissen said.
Other stops of the tour included work underway at a former outlet mall that had been a popular shopping destination for both tourists and locals, and a beloved, giant 151-year-old banyan tree, now drastically greener with new growth thanks to the preservation efforts of arborists.
They cared for the sprawling tree with alfalfa and other nutrients -- "mainly just water," said Tim Griffith, an arborist who is helping care for the tree along Lahaina's historic Front Street. "Trees are ... going to heal themselves, especially when they're stressed."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/hawaii-wildfire-lahaina-maui-one-year-6e1bb5c6d97955b6f891690ee63a50b1
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Bolivian general arrested after apparent failed coup attempt as government faces new crisis
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                    Supporters of President Luis Arce chase soldiers as they flee from Plaza Murillo, after a failed coup attempt in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            Coup attempt underway in Bolivia as soldiers storm presidential palace

        
        
            Armored vehicles rammed into the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday as President Luis Arce said the country faced an attempted coup, insisted he stands firm and urged people to mobilize.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Coup attempt underway in Bolivia as soldiers storm presidential palace
Armored vehicles rammed into the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday as President Luis Arce said the country faced an attempted coup, insisted he stands firm and urged people to mobilize.
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            Coup attempt in Bolivia fails as president urges people to mobilize against democracy threat

        
        
            Armored vehicles rammed the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday in an apparent coup attempt against President Luis Arce, but he vowed to stand firm and named a new army commander who ordered troops to stand down.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Coup attempt in Bolivia fails as president urges people to mobilize against democracy threat
Armored vehicles rammed the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday in an apparent coup attempt against President Luis Arce, but he vowed to stand firm and named a new army commander who ordered troops to stand down.
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            Top officials of the Bolivian army and navy arrested and investigated for coup attempt

        
        
            Soon after the Bolivian government reported the brief attack on the presidential palace as an attempted coup, the commanders of the army and the navy were arrested and presented as the highest-ranking officers of Wednesday's rebellion.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Top officials of the Bolivian army and navy arrested and investigated for coup attempt
Soon after the Bolivian government reported the brief attack on the presidential palace as an attempted coup, the commanders of the army and the navy were arrested and presented as the highest-ranking officers of Wednesday's rebellion.
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            1 of 11 | Bolivian police hold the detained Juan Jose Zuniga, former general commander of the Army, in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An apparent failed coup attempt erupted Wednesday in the country, and Zuniga appeared to be leading the rebellion. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            2 of 11 | Supporters of President Luis Arce chase soldiers as they flee from Plaza Murillo, after a failed coup attempt in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed into the doors of Bolivia's government palace located in Plaza Murillo as Arce said the country faced an attempted coup. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            4 of 11 | Bolivian President Luis Arce raises a clenched fist surrounded by supporters and media, outside the government palace in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday in an apparent coup attempt against Arce, but he vowed to stand firm and named a new army commander who ordered troops to stand down. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 11
Bolivian President Luis Arce raises a clenched fist surrounded by supporters and media, outside the government palace in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday in an apparent coup attempt against Arce, but he vowed to stand firm and named a new army commander who ordered troops to stand down. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 11 | A supporter of Bolivian President Luis Arce enters Plaza Murillo after a failed coup, in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday in an apparent coup attempt against Arce, but he vowed to stand firm and named a new army commander who ordered troops to stand down. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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A supporter of Bolivian President Luis Arce enters Plaza Murillo after a failed coup, in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday in an apparent coup attempt against Arce, but he vowed to stand firm and named a new army commander who ordered troops to stand down. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            8 of 11 | Military Police gather outside the main entrance as an armored vehicle rams into the door of the presidential palace in Plaza Murillo in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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Military Police gather outside the main entrance as an armored vehicle rams into the door of the presidential palace in Plaza Murillo in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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Soldiers walk amid tear gas they fired outside the Legislative Assembly in Plaza Murillo in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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                                        LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) -- Led by a top general vowing to "restore democracy," armored vehicles rammed the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday in what the president called a coup attempt, then quickly retreated -- the latest crisis in the South American country facing a political battle and an economic crisis.

Within hours, the nation of 12 million people saw a rapidly moving scenario in which the troops seemed to take control of the government of President Luis Arce. He vowed to stand firm and named a new army commander, who immediately ordered the troops to stand down.

Soon the soldiers pulled back, along with a line of military vehicles, ending the rebellion after just three hours. Hundreds of Arce's supporters then rushed the square outside the palace, waving Bolivian flags, singing the national anthem and cheering. 

The soldiers' retreat was followed by the arrest of army chief Gen. Juan Jose Zuniga, after the attorney general opened an investigation. 

    



Government Minister Eduardo del Castillo said that in addition to Zuniga, former navy Vice Adm. Juan Arnez Salvador was taken into custody.

"What was this group's goal? The goal was to overturn the democratically elected authority," del Castillo told journalists in announcing the arrests.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Late Wednesday, Defense Minister Edmundo Novillo said "everything is now under control." Surrounded by the new military chiefs appointed by Arce, Novillo said that Bolivia lived a "failed coup."

The apparent coup attempt came as the country has faced months of tensions and political fights between Arce and his one-time ally, former leftist president Evo Morales, over control of the ruling party. It also came amid a severe economic crisis.





The clashes have paralyzed the government's efforts to deal with the economic crisis. For example, Morales' allies in Congress have consistently thwarted Arce's attempts to take on debt to relieve some of the pressure.

Zuniga referenced that paralysis during the rebellion, telling reporters the military was tired of the infighting and was seeking "to restore democracy." 

"We are listening to the cry of the people because for many years an elite has taken control of the country," he said, adding that politicians are "destroying the country: look at what situation we are in, what crisis they have left us in."

"The armed forces intend to restore the democracy, to make it a true democracy," he said.

The rapidly unfolding crisis began in the early afternoon as the streets of La Paz started filling with soldiers. Arce tweeted that the troops deployment was irregular and soon he and other political figures warned of an attempted coup. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


Still, the apparent attempt to depose the sitting president seemed to lack any meaningful support, and even Arce's rivals closed ranks to defend democracy and repudiate the uprising.

    



In a twist, Zuniga claimed in comments to journalists before his arrest that Arce himself told the general to storm the palace in a political move. "The president told me: 'The situation is very screwed up, very critical. It is necessary to prepare something to raise my popularity'," Zuniga quoted the Bolivian leader as saying. 

Zuniga said he asked Arce if he should "take out the armored vehicles?" and Arce replied, "Take them out."

Justice Minister Ivan Lima denied Zuniga's claims, saying the general was lying and trying to justify his actions for which he said he will face justice.

Prosecutors will seek the maximum sentence of 15 to 20 years in prison for Zuniga, Lima said via the social media platform X, "for having attacked democracy and the Constitution." 

    



The spectacle shocked Bolivians, no stranger to political unrest; in 2019 Morales was ousted as president following an earlier political crisis. 

As the crisis unfolded Wednesday, Arce confronted Zuniga in the palace hallway, as shown on video on Bolivian television. "I am your captain, and I order you to withdraw your soldiers, and I will not allow this insubordination," Arce said.

Surrounded by ministers, he added: "Here we are, firm in Casa Grande, to confront any coup attempt. We need the Bolivian people to organize." 

Less than an hour later, Arce announced new heads of the army, navy and air force amid the roar of supporters, and thanked the country's police and regional allies for standing by him. Arce said the troops who rose against him were "staining the uniform" of the military.

"I order all that are mobilized to return to their units," said the newly named army chief Jose Wilson Sanchez. "No one wants the images we're seeing in the streets."

Shortly after, the armored vehicles roared out of the plaza, tailed by hundreds of military fighters as police in riot gear set up blockades outside the government palace.

The incident was met with a wave of outrage by other regional leaders, including the Organization of American States, Chilean President Gabriel Boric, the leader of Honduras, and former Bolivian leaders. 

Gustavo Flores-Macias, a professor of government and public policy focusing on Latin America at Cornell University, said it's important that world leaders and organizations keep up their condemnation of the coup attempt as developments unfold.

"If we allow the interruption of the constitutional order to take place in Bolivia, it could serve a demonstration effect," Flores-Macias said from New York in an interview with The Associated Press. "It could send a signal that if this is OK to happen in Bolivia, it could happen elsewhere."

Bolivia has seen intensifying protests in recent months over the economy's precipitous decline from one of the continent's fastest-growing two decades ago to one of its most crisis-stricken.

Arce and Morales have been battling for the future of Bolivia's splintering Movement for Socialism, known by its Spanish acronym MAS, ahead of elections in 2025.

Following Wednesday's chaos, reports on local media showed Bolivians stocking up on food and other essentials in supermarkets, concerned about what will come next.

But addressing supporters outside the presidential palace, the country's vice president, David Choquehuanca, vowed: "Never again will the Bolivian people permit coup attempts."

___

Janetsky reported from Mexico City, and Anita Snow contributed to this report from Phoenix, Arizona.
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Here's what led Kenyans to burn part of parliament and call for the president's resignation

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Part of Kenya's parliament building was on fire Tuesday as thousands of protesters opposing a new finance bill entered and legislators fled.
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            1 of 2 | Protesters hide behind a banner as police fire tear gas at them during a protest over proposed tax hikes in a finance bill in downtown Nairobi, Kenya Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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Protesters hide behind a banner as police fire tear gas at them during a protest over proposed tax hikes in a finance bill in downtown Nairobi, Kenya Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            2 of 2 | A protester wearing a graduation gown stands as Kenya police spray water canon during a protest over proposed tax hikes in a finance bill in downtown Nairobi, Kenya Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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                                        KAMPALA, Uganda (AP) -- Kenya's president came to power by appealing to the common people, describing himself as a "hustler" and vowing relief from economic pain. But when he was forced to give up on a controversial tax hike that led to deadly chaos in the capital, Nairobi, it was a clear sign that support for him has turned.
Protesters who opposed a law that would have raised taxes stormed parliament on Tuesday, burning part of the building as lawmakers fled. Bodies lay in the streets, and medical workers and watchdogs said police had opened fire. The military was deployed. 
President William Ruto pushed the law through parliament despite opposition from the youth-led protest movement, and called protesters "treasonous" after they stormed parliament. But on Wednesday, with troops in the capital's streets and the smell of tear gas lingering in the air, he conceded that the plan had caused "widespread dissatisfaction" and said he would not sign the bill.

    


Here's a look at the unrest in East Africa's most stable democracy and the most serious assault on Kenya's government in decades.
From internet data to diapers 
The finance bill was meant to raise or introduce taxes or fees on a range of daily items and services including internet data, fuel, bank transfers and diapers. Some measures were stripped as anger grew. The proposals was part of the Kenyan government's efforts to raise an extra $2.7 billion in domestic revenue.




The government said the changes were necessary to pay interest on national debt, reduce the budget deficit and keep the government running. Protesters saw them as punitive, since the high cost of living already makes it hard to get by.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A 2023 finance bill signed into law by Ruto was also unpopular, featuring a tax on salaries for housing, but the anger was nothing like this.
A youth-led protest
Young Kenyans have been organizing on social media, organizing peaceful street demonstrations meant to force authorities to drop this finance bill altogether. The protests started on June 18 after the bill was made public for the first time.

    


The protests began in Nairobi but have spread to other parts of Kenya, including the Indian Ocean city of Mombasa and even in Eldoret, a town in the Rift Valley region that's been a bastion of support for the president.
Kenya's political opposition stormed out of Tuesday session's in which the bill was passed.
Kenya has seen protests in the past, but activists and others warned the stakes were now more dangerous.
"We are dealing with a new phenomenon and a group of people that is not predictable," said Herman Manyora, an analyst and professor at the University of Nairobi. "We don't know whether these people will fear the army."
Deadly violence
Ruto deployed police and soldiers to quell the protests, infuriating demonstrators and escalating the situation. At least 22 people were killed on Tuesday, the Kenya National Human Rights Commission said, and police were accused of some shooting deaths. Chairperson Roseline Odede said 50 people were arrested.
Ruto acknowledged there were deaths, without elaborating, called it an "unfortunate situation" and offered condolences. He also said about 200 people were wounded in the chaos.

    


The president is questioned
Ruto, elected in 2022, has consistently urged all Kenyans to pay their fair share of taxes. Some Kenyans now mock him as "Zakayo," after the biblical tax collector Zacchaeus. Many see his aggressive stance as a form of dictatorship that's out of sync with the realities of ordinary people.
In 2023, after the courts blocked some of his tax proposals, the president threatened to disregard court orders. That drew criticism from the Law Society of Kenya, whose leader accused Ruto of seeing himself as above the law.
Pro-democracy activists have warned that Ruto's attacks on the judiciary indicate an authoritarian streak. Some see similarities between Ruto and his mentor Daniel arap Moi, the former president who led Kenya during a long period of one-party rule.
Common man, chartered plane
Ruto in his presidential campaign called himself the anti-establishment candidate and vowed to implement policies to put more money in Kenyans' pockets. But the so-called "hustlers" who supported him were dismayed when his government removed crucial fuel and maize flour subsidies. Many Kenyans saw it as a betrayal.

    


Ruto, now fabulously wealthy, frequently urges Kenyans to tighten their belts. But his state visit to the United States in May created controversy when he chartered a luxury private jet instead of using the presidential jet or Kenya's national carrier. Ruto later said the chartered jet had been paid for by friends he didn't name.
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President Luis Arce's career has mirrored Bolivia's economic trajectory from boom to bust
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            1 of 3 | Bolivian President Luis Arce raises a clenched fist surrounded by supporters and media, outside the government palace in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday in an apparent coup attempt against Arce, but he vowed to stand firm and named a new army commander who ordered troops to stand down. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            2 of 3 | Bolivian President Luis Arce, center, accompanied by Vice President David Choquehuanca, right, acknowledge supporters as they stand on a balcony of the government palace in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday in an apparent coup attempt against Arce, but he vowed to stand firm and named a new army commander who ordered troops to stand down. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            3 of 3 | Bolivian President Luis Arce raises a clenched fist surrounded by supporters and media, outside the government palace in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday in an apparent coup attempt against Arce, but he vowed to stand firm and named a new army commander who ordered troops to stand down. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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                                        LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) -- The president of Bolivia, who was the target of a failed coup Wednesday, is a 60-year-old leftist whom many see as an opponent of Washington-backed free-market and neoliberal policies.
Luis Arce, who studied economics in London, was economy minister under President Evo Morales, whose time in office from 2006 to 2019 made him an icon of the Latin American left.
After Morales left office, Arce became president in November 2020, following Jeanine Anez's short time in office.
Bolivian television showed Arce confronting the apparent leader of the rebellion -- the general commander of the army -- in the hallway of the government palace Wednesday night.
"I am your captain, and I order you to withdraw your soldiers, and I will not allow this insubordination," Arce said.
Arce named a new army commander, who immediately ordered the troops to stand down. Their retreat ended the rebellion after just three hours. 

    


Arce's career has mirrored Bolivia's economic trajectory from boom to bust. He worked in the Central Bank from 1987 to 2006 and worked for Morales administering a bonanza in metals and hydrocarbons prices that came to be known as the "Bolivian Miracle."




But by the time Arce took office, Bolivia was hard-hit by the COVID-19 pandemic and social tensions set off by Morales' 2019 departure after street protests and extreme pressure from the military. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Neoliberal reforms in the 1990s helped Bolivia become a significant energy producer, and it moved from a low-income to a middle-income nation, according to the World Bank. The percentage of people in extreme poverty fell to 15%, the state built highways and cable cars, and cities grew.
But incomes began to fall in 2014.
Assuming the presidency, Arce described his country's recession as the worst in 40 years.
He recently said gasoline and diesel production no longer covered national consumption, and that the country had to import 86% of its diesel and 56% of its gasoline because of a lack of exploration and production.
Households also have been forced to grapple with high food prices.
Meanwhile, tensions between Morales and his party continued to rise.
In November, Arce criticized his opponents and said they "dreamed of new coups d'etat."
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In the searing heat of the Gaza summer, Palestinians are surrounded by sewage and garbage

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Children in sandals trudge through water contaminated with sewage and scale growing mounds of garbage in Gaza's crowded tent camps for displaced families. The filth surrounding them, people in the camps say, is just another inescapable reality of war -- like pangs of hunger or sounds of bombing. (AP Video: Abd Al Kareem Hana, Wafaa Shurafa)
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            1 of 9 | Palestinians sort through trash at a landfill in Nuseirat refugee camp, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Israel's war in Gaza has decimated the strip's sanitation system while simultaneously displacing the vast majority of the population, leaving many Palestinians living in tent camps nearby water contaminated with sewage and growing piles of garbage. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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Palestinians sort through trash at a landfill in Nuseirat refugee camp, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Israel's war in Gaza has decimated the strip's sanitation system while simultaneously displacing the vast majority of the population, leaving many Palestinians living in tent camps nearby water contaminated with sewage and growing piles of garbage. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            2 of 9 | Palestinian kids sort through trash at a landfill in Nuseirat refugee camp, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Israel's war in Gaza has decimated the strip's sanitation system while simultaneously displacing the vast majority of the population, leaving many Palestinians living in tent camps nearby water contaminated with sewage and growing piles of garbage. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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Palestinian kids sort through trash at a landfill in Nuseirat refugee camp, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Israel's war in Gaza has decimated the strip's sanitation system while simultaneously displacing the vast majority of the population, leaving many Palestinians living in tent camps nearby water contaminated with sewage and growing piles of garbage. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            3 of 9 | Garbage piles up next to a makeshift tent camp for Palestinians displaced by Israel's air and ground offensive in Nuseirat refugee camp, Gaza, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Israel's war in Gaza has decimated the strip's sanitation system while simultaneously displacing the vast majority of the population, leaving many Palestinians living in tent camps nearby water contaminated with sewage and growing piles of garbage. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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Garbage piles up next to a makeshift tent camp for Palestinians displaced by Israel's air and ground offensive in Nuseirat refugee camp, Gaza, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Israel's war in Gaza has decimated the strip's sanitation system while simultaneously displacing the vast majority of the population, leaving many Palestinians living in tent camps nearby water contaminated with sewage and growing piles of garbage. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            4 of 9 | Palestinians gather to fill water jugs near one of the strip's few functioning desalination plants in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Israel's war in Gaza has decimated the strip's sanitation system while simultaneously displacing the vast majority of the population, leaving many Palestinians living in tent camps nearby growing piles of garbage. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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Palestinians gather to fill water jugs near one of the strip's few functioning desalination plants in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Israel's war in Gaza has decimated the strip's sanitation system while simultaneously displacing the vast majority of the population, leaving many Palestinians living in tent camps nearby growing piles of garbage. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            5 of 9 | Palestinians gather to fill water jugs near one of the strip's few functioning desalination plants in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Israel's war in Gaza has decimated the strip's sanitation system while simultaneously displacing the vast majority of the population, leaving many Palestinians living in tent camps nearby growing piles of garbage. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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Palestinians gather to fill water jugs near one of the strip's few functioning desalination plants in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Israel's war in Gaza has decimated the strip's sanitation system while simultaneously displacing the vast majority of the population, leaving many Palestinians living in tent camps nearby growing piles of garbage. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            6 of 9 | This Jan 21, 2024, image provided by Planet Labs PBC shows an informal landfill, center, in the city of Khan Younis that sprung up after Oct. 7. Since the Rafah evacuation, a tent city has sprung up around the landfill, with Palestinians living in between piles of garbage. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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This Jan 21, 2024, image provided by Planet Labs PBC shows an informal landfill, center, in the city of Khan Younis that sprung up after Oct. 7. Since the Rafah evacuation, a tent city has sprung up around the landfill, with Palestinians living in between piles of garbage. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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            7 of 9 | This June 21, 2024, image provided by Planet Labs PBC shows an informal landfill, center, in the city of Khan Younis that sprung up after Oct. 7 appears to have doubled in length since January. Since the Rafah evacuation, a tent city has sprung up around the landfill, with Palestinians living in between piles of garbage. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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This June 21, 2024, image provided by Planet Labs PBC shows an informal landfill, center, in the city of Khan Younis that sprung up after Oct. 7 appears to have doubled in length since January. Since the Rafah evacuation, a tent city has sprung up around the landfill, with Palestinians living in between piles of garbage. (Planet Labs PBC via AP)
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            8 of 9 | Palestinians gather to fill water jugs near one of the strip's few functioning desalination plants in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Israel's war in Gaza has decimated the strip's sanitation system while simultaneously displacing the vast majority of the population, leaving many Palestinians living in tent camps nearby growing piles of garbage. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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Palestinians gather to fill water jugs near one of the strip's few functioning desalination plants in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Israel's war in Gaza has decimated the strip's sanitation system while simultaneously displacing the vast majority of the population, leaving many Palestinians living in tent camps nearby growing piles of garbage. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            9 of 9 | Palestinians gather to fill water jugs near one of the strip's few functioning desalination plants in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Israel's war in Gaza has decimated the strip's sanitation system while simultaneously displacing the vast majority of the population, leaving many Palestinians living in tent camps nearby growing piles of garbage. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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Palestinians gather to fill water jugs near one of the strip's few functioning desalination plants in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Israel's war in Gaza has decimated the strip's sanitation system while simultaneously displacing the vast majority of the population, leaving many Palestinians living in tent camps nearby growing piles of garbage. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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                                        DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza (AP) -- Children in sandals trudge through water contaminated with sewage and scale growing mounds of garbage in Gaza's crowded tent camps for displaced families. People relieve themselves in burlap-covered pits, with nowhere nearby to wash their hands. 
In the stifling summer heat, Palestinians say the odor and filth surrounding them is just another inescapable reality of war -- like pangs of hunger or sounds of bombing.
The territory's ability to dispose of garbage, treat sewage and deliver clean water has been virtually decimated by eight brutal months of war between Israel and Hamas. This has made grim living conditions worse and raised health risks for hundreds of thousands of people deprived of adequate shelter, food and medicine, aid groups say. 
Hepatitis A cases are on the rise, and doctors fear that as warmer weather arrives, an outbreak of cholera is increasingly likely without dramatic changes to living conditions. The U.N., aid groups and local officials are scrambling to build latrines, repair water lines and bring desalination plants back online. 

    


COGAT, the Israeli military body coordinating humanitarian aid efforts, said it's engaging in efforts to improve the "hygiene situation." But relief can't come soon enough.




"Flies are in our food," said Adel Dalloul, a 21-year-old whose family settled in a beach tent camp near the central Gaza city of Nuseirat. They wound up there after fleeing the southern city of Rafah, where they landed after leaving their northern Gaza home. "If you try to sleep, flies, insects and cockroaches are all over you."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Over a million Palestinians had been living in hastily assembled tent camps in Rafah before Israel invaded in May. Since fleeing Rafah, many have taken shelter in even more crowded and unsanitary areas across southern and central Gaza that doctors describe as breeding grounds for disease -- especially as temperatures regularly reach 90 degrees Fahrenheit (32 degrees Celsius). 

    


"The stench in Gaza is enough to make you kind of immediately nauseous," said Sam Rose, a director at the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: In the searing heat of the Gaza summer, Palestinians are surrounded by sewage and garbage
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Karen Chammas reports on the rising issue of sewage and garbage in camps for displaced Palestinians.

    

Conditions are exacting an emotional toll, too.
Anwar al-Hurkali, who lives with his family in a tent camp in the central Gazan city of Deir al-Balah, said he can't sleep for fear of scorpions and rodents. He doesn't let his children leave their tent, he said, worrying they'll get sick from pollution and mosquitoes.
"We cannot stand the smell of sewage," he said. "It is killing us." 
Basic services breakdown
The U.N. estimates nearly 70% of Gaza's water and sanitation plants have been destroyed or damaged by Israel's heavy bombardment. That includes all five of the territory's wastewater treatment facilities, plus water desalination plants, sewage pumping stations, wells and reservoirs. 
The employees who once managed municipal water and waste systems have been displaced, and some killed, officials say. This month, an Israeli strike in Gaza City killed five government employees repairing water wells, the city said. 

    


Despite staffing shortages and damaged equipment, some desalination plants and sewage pumps are working, but they're hampered by lack of fuel, aid workers say. 
A U.N. assessment of two Deir al-Balah tent camps found in early June that people's daily water consumption -- including drinking, washing and cooking -- averaged under 2 liters (about 67 ounces), far lower than the recommended 15 liters a day. 
COGAT said it's coordinating with the UN to repair sewage facilities and Gaza's water system. Israel has opened three water lines "pumping millions of liters daily" into Gaza, it said. 
But people often wait hours in line to collect potable water from delivery trucks, hauling back to their families whatever they can carry. The scarcity means families often wash with dirty water.
This week, Dalloul said, he lined up for water from a vendor. "We discovered that it was salty, polluted, and full of germs. We found worms in the water. I had been drinking from it," he said. "I had gastrointestinal problems and diarrhea, and my stomach hurts until this moment."

    


The World Health Organization declared an outbreak of Hepatitis A that, as of early June, had led to 81,700 reported cases of jaundice -- a common symptom. The disease spreads primarily when uninfected people consume water or food contaminated with fecal matter.
Because wastewater treatment plants have shut down, untreated sewage is seeping into the ground or being pumped into the Mediterranean Sea, where tides move north toward Israel.
"If there are bad water conditions and polluted groundwater in Gaza, then this is an issue for Israel," said Rose, of the U.N. agency for Palestinian refugees. "It has in the past prompted actions by Israel to try and ameliorate the situation."
COGAT said it's working on "improving waste management processes" and examining proposals to establish new dumps and allow more garbage trucks into Gaza.

    


Where can garbage go?
Standing barefoot on a street in the Nuseirat refugee camp, 62-year-old Abu Shadi Afana compared the pile of garbage next to him to a "waterfall." He said trucks continue to dump rubbish even though families live in tents nearby.
"There is no one to provide us with a tent, food, or drink, and on top of all of this, we live in garbage?" Afana said. Trash attracts bugs he's never seen before in Gaza -- small insects that stick to his skin. When he lies down, he said, he feels like they're "eating his face."
There are few other places for the garbage to go. When Israel's military took control of a 1-kilometer (0.6-mile) buffer zone along its border with Gaza, two main landfills east of the cities of Khan Younis and Gaza City became off-limits.
In their absence, informal landfills have developed. Displaced Palestinians running out of areas to shelter say they've had little choice but to pitch tents near trash piles.
Satellite images from Planet Labs analyzed by The Associated Press show that an informal landfill in Khan Younis that sprung up after Oct. 7 appears to have doubled in length since January. Since the Rafah evacuation, a tent city has sprung up around the landfill, with Palestinians living between piles of garbage.
Cholera fears
Doctors in Gaza fear cholera may be on the horizon.
"The crowded conditions, the lack of water, the heat, the poor sanitation -- these are the preconditions of cholera," said Joanne Perry, a doctor working in southern Gaza with Doctors Without Borders. 
Most patients have illnesses or infections caused by poor sanitation, she said. Scabies, gastrointestinal illnesses and rashes are common. Over 485,000 diarrhea cases have been reported since the war's start, WHO says.
"When we go to the hospital to ask for medicine for diarrhea, they tell us it is not available, and I go to buy it outside the hospital," al-Hurkali said. "But where do I get the money?"
COGAT says it's coordinating delivery of vaccines and medical supplies and is in daily contact with Gaza health officials. COGAT is "unaware of any authentic, verified report of unusual illnesses other than viral illnesses," it said.
With efforts stalled to broker a cease-fire between Israel and Hamas, Dalloul says he's lost hope that help is on the way.
"I am 21 years old. I am supposed to start my life," he said. "Now I just live in front of the garbage." 
------
Frankel reported from Jerusalem. AP journalists Jack Jeffery in Ramallah, West Bank, and Michael Biesecker in Washington contributed to this report.
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FACT FOCUS: Here's a look at the false claims you might hear during tonight's presidential debate

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Thursday's high-stakes showdown between the Democratic president and his Republican predecessor is shaping up to be the most consequential debate in decades.
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            1 of 1 | FILE - In this combination of photos, President Joe Biden speaks on Aug. 10, 2023, in Salt Lake City, from left, former President Donald Trump speaks on July 8, 2023, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo, File)
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FILE - In this combination of photos, President Joe Biden speaks on Aug. 10, 2023, in Salt Lake City, from left, former President Donald Trump speaks on July 8, 2023, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        To hear former President Donald Trump tell it, the U.S. has fallen apart under President Joe Biden: the economy is failing, countries are emptying their prisons and mental institutions across the southern border and crime has skyrocketed. 
Biden, on the other hand, has claimed he confronted an inflation rate of 9% and $5 gas prices when he took office, and boasts about his administration's job creation without telling the full story. 
There's no comparing the volume of false and misleading claims Trump has deployed throughout his campaigns and presidency with Biden, who tends to lean more on exaggerations and embellishments rather than outright lies. But as the two men prepare to debate Thursday night, here's a look at the facts around false and misleading claims frequently made by the two candidates.
Economy
Trump and his team like to claim his presidency gave the U.S. its "greatest economy in history."

    


That's not accurate.
First of all, the pandemic triggered a massive recession during his presidency. The government borrowed $3.1 trillion in 2020 to stabilize the economy. Trump had the ignominy of leaving the White House with fewer jobs than when he entered.




But Trump's team likes to argue that only his pre-pandemic economic record should be judged. So, how does that compare?

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


-- Economic growth averaged 2.67% during Trump's first three years. That's pretty solid. But it's nowhere near the 4% averaged during Bill Clinton's two terms from 1993 to 2001, according to the Bureau of Economic Analysis. In fact, growth has been stronger so far under Biden than under Trump.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Now, Trump did have the unemployment rate get as low as 3.5% before the pandemic. But again, the labor force participation rate for people 25 to 54 -- the core of the U.S. working population -- was higher under Clinton. The participation rate has also been higher under Biden than Trump.

    


Trump also likes to talk about how low inflation was under him. Gasoline fell as low as $1.77 a gallon. But, of course, that price dip happened during pandemic lockdowns when few people were driving. The low prices were due to a global health crisis, not Trump's policies.
Similarly, average 30-year mortgage rates dipped to 2.65% during the pandemic. Those low rates were a byproduct of Federal Reserve efforts to prop up a weak economy, rather than the sign of strength that Trump now suggests it was.
-- Biden has misrepresented the economy at times, including falsely claiming that gas prices were $5 when he took office. The average price was around $2.39 a gallon the week Biden was inaugurated in January 2021, according to data from the U.S. Energy Information Administration.
The president also has said in a few instances that he inherited high inflation. In May interviews, he said the inflation rate was 9% when he took office in January 2021. It was 1.4% at that point and increased steadily during the first 17 months of his presidency, reaching a peak of 9.1% in June 2022. But since then it has fallen and May data showed it at 3.3%.

    


His standard message has been that prices fell from their 2022 peaks without the mass layoffs and recession that many economists had predicted. 
Biden correctly noted that inflation was a global phenomenon as the world economy reopened after the pandemic. He can claim that the U.S. economy is faring better than its peers. The World Bank recently estimated the U.S. economy would grow 2.6% this year, way better than the 0.7% for the 20 countries on the euro currency or 0.7% for Japan.
Yet Biden has at times boasted about his economic achievements without providing the full context. He has said his administration created a record 15 million jobs in its first three years. While data supports that, it's partly because Biden inherited a pandemic economy. After staggering job losses early in the pandemic, the job recovery began under Trump, and continued under Biden when he took office.
Immigration
A mass influx of migrants coming into the U.S. illegally across the southern border has led to a number of false and misleading claims by Trump. For example, he regularly claims other countries are emptying their prisons and mental institutions to send to the U.S. There is no evidence to support that.

    


Trump has also argued the influx of immigrants is causing a crime surge in the U.S., although statistics actually show violent crime is on the way down. 
There have been recent high-profile and heinous crimes allegedly committed by people in the country illegally. But FBI statistics do not separate out crimes by the immigration status of the assailant, nor is there any evidence of a spike in crime perpetrated by migrants, either along the U.S.-Mexico border or in cities seeing the greatest influx of migrants, like New York. Studies have found that people living in the country illegally are less likely than native-born Americans to have been arrested for violent, drug and property crimes.

    


The number of foreigners on the terrorist watch list has increased, but federal immigration authorities say they "are very uncommon" and a small fraction of the total number of migrants who cross the border. From October 2022 to September 2023, the U.S. Border Patrol reported seeing 169 people from the list, compared with 98 the previous year. Since October 2023, the Border Patrol has reported 80 encounters.
Crime
Trump falsely claims that crime has skyrocketed since he left office in 2021, particularly in Democratic-led big cities that he says are overrun with violence and bloodshed.
In reality, as Biden has accurately pointed out, violent crime is close to its lowest point in 50 years after a spike in 2020. That year, Trump's last in office, was marred by the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic and civil unrest after a Minneapolis police officer murdered George Floyd.
The FBI's annual crime report for 2022, the last year for which yearly data is available, showed violent crime across the U.S. dropping to about the same level as before the pandemic -- a rate of 380.7 violent crimes per 100,000 people compared to 380.8 per 100,000 people in 2019. Since 1972, only 2014 had a lower violent crime rate.
A quarterly FBI crime report released June 11 showed the downward trend continuing, with sharp drops in violent crime in January-March compared with the same period in 2023. According to the report, overall violent crime was down 15%, with murder and rape both down 26%, robbery down 18% and 13% fewer aggravated assaults.
Experts noted, however, that while violent crime almost certainly dropped in the first quarter, the report is preliminary, subject to revision, and is likely overstating the size of the drops.
While violent crime has trended lower, property crime has spiked -- though that too may be ebbing. The 2022 report showed a 7.1% jump in property crime, such as vehicle thefts, while the quarterly report counted a 15% drop compared to the first three months of 2023.
Trump, meanwhile, contends the FBI's statistics are skewed and don't tell the real story. In his June 15 speech, Trump falsely claimed the statistics "no longer include data from 30% of the country including the biggest and most violent cities."
While it's true that some law enforcement agencies didn't provide data to the FBI, a change in collection methods helped close the gap. The FBI said the 2022 report is based on data from 83.3% of all agencies covering 93.5% of the population. By contrast, the 2021 report contained data from 62.7% of agencies, representing 64.8% of Americans. For agencies that didn't provide data, the FBI estimates the numbers based on comparably sized cities.
During his criminal trial in New York in April and May, Trump falsely claimed on social media that violent crime was "running rampant and totally out of control" in the city and said Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg had let violent crime "flourish at levels never seen before."
In reality, crime in New York is nowhere near the levels seen in the early 1990s, when the city averaged more than 2,000 murders a year. Last year, according to the NYPD, there were 391 murders. This year, the city is on pace for less than 350. Shootings have dropped 41.4% since 2021, though some crimes, like reports of rape, robbery and felony assault have trended higher.
Elections
Trump's lie that he was the real winner of the 2020 election has permeated the Republican Party and its agenda over the past four years - and the former president has shown no interest in reversing that in his current campaign.
Trump has continued using the disproven claim as fuel to motivate his supporters and sow doubt in the upcoming election results, insisting without evidence that anything but a landslide victory in 2024 would be a sign of Democrats rigging the vote.
"The radical left Democrats rigged the presidential election in 2020, and we're not going to let them rig the presidential election in 2024," he said at a recent campaign rally in Wisconsin.
Biden beat Trump in 2020 with 306 electoral votes to Trump's 232 and won the popular vote by more than 7 million ballots. Legal challenges to the election were heard and roundly rejected in dozens of state and federal courts, including by judges whom Trump appointed.
And despite Trump's allegations of foul play, members of his own administration and election administrators in his own party have maintained that election safeguards were effective and there was no evidence of widespread fraud. An exhaustive AP investigation in 2021 found fewer than 475 instances of confirmed voter fraud across six battleground states -- nowhere near the magnitude required to sway the outcome of the race.
Trump and his allies have made the specter of mass numbers of noncitizens voting in the presidential election their latest rallying cry. That's also not based in fact.
It's a felony for non-U.S. citizens to vote in presidential elections -- one that states have mechanisms to catch. Election administration experts say the number of noncitizens illegally voting in federal elections is extremely small, and audits of voter rolls in several states confirm that.
The world
Foreign affairs are likely to loom large in the debate as both Trump and Biden look to tout their leadership while criticizing the other's handling of world affairs. Likely topics include the wars in Ukraine and Gaza, conflicts with China, Russia and Iran, as well as the strength of U.S. alliances -- complicated subjects that have long been the topic of misleading, debunked and exaggerated claims.
Trump has repeatedly misled about his own administration's support for Ukraine in the years ahead of Russia's 2022 invasion. Trump has said that his administration gave Ukraine the $400 million that Congress had approved ahead of schedule -- even though he actually held up the funding in an effort to pressure Ukraine to announce an investigation of Democrats. That incident led to Trump's first impeachment by the U.S. House.
He has also falsely accused his predecessors of ignoring Ukraine's pleas for military aid. "The Obama-Biden administration only sent them meals and blankets," he said two years ago.
Trump has repeated a debunked story that Ukraine sought to intervene in the 2016 U.S. election by hacking into Democratic Party servers and then framing Russia for the attack. Authorities have said the evidence shows that Russia was behind the attack, and that suggestions that Ukraine did it are playing into the Kremlin's hands.
"Fictions," Trump's former special assistant on the National Security Council, Fiona Hill, told members of Congress when asked about Trump's assertions. "I would ask that you please not promote politically driven falsehoods that so clearly advance Russian interests."
Biden, for his part, has misleadingly taken credit for an international group including the U.S., Australia, Japan and India known as the Quad. Last year, Biden claimed he convinced the countries to form the organization to maintain stability in the Indian Ocean and South China Sea. But the group was actually formed in the early 2000s, and revived in 2017 under Trump.
___
Associated Press writers Josh Boak in Washington and Mike Sisak and Ali Swenson in New York contributed to this report.
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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7 in 10 Americans think Supreme Court justices put ideology over impartiality: AP-NORC poll
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                    FILE - Members of the Supreme Court sit for a group portrait at the Supreme Court building in Washington, Oct. 7, 2022. Bottom row, from left, Justice Sonia Sotomayor, Justice Clarence Thomas, Chief Justice of the United States John Roberts, Justice Samuel Alito, and Justice Elena Kagan. Top row, from left, Justice Amy Coney Barrett, Justice Neil Gorsuch, Justice Brett Kavanaugh, and Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson. As the U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule on a major case involving former President Donald Trump, 7 in 10 Americans think its justices are more likely to shape the law to fit their own ideology, rather than serving as neutral arbiters of government authority, according to a new poll. (AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A solid majority of Americans say Supreme Court justices are more likely to be guided by their own ideology rather than serving as neutral arbiters of government authority, a new poll finds, as the high court is poised to rule on major cases involving former President Donald Trump and other divisive issues.
The survey from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research found that 7 in 10 Americans think the high court's justices are more influenced by ideology, while only about 3 in 10 U.S. adults think the justices are more likely to provide an independent check on other branches of government by being fair and impartial.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

The poll reflects the continued erosion of confidence in the Supreme Court, which enjoyed broader trust as recently as a decade ago. It underscores the challenge faced by the nine justices -- six appointed by Republican presidents and three by Democrats -- of being seen as something other than just another element of Washington's hyper-partisanship.

    


The justices are expected to decide soon whether Trump is immune from criminal charges over his efforts to overturn his 2020 reelection defeat, but the poll suggests that many Americans are already uneasy about the justices' ability to rule impartially.




"It's very political. There's no question about that," said Jeff Weddell, a 67-year-old automotive technology sales representative from Macomb County, in presidential swing-state Michigan. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The court's decision-making is so polluted," said Weddell, a political independent who plans to vote for Trump in November. "No matter what they say on President Trump's immunity, this will be politically motivated." 
Confidence in the Supreme Court remains low. The poll of 1,088 adults found that 4 in 10 U.S. adults say they have hardly any confidence in the people running the Supreme Court, in line with an AP-NORC poll from October. As recently as early 2022, before the high-profile ruling that overturned the constitutional right to abortion, an AP-NORC poll found that only around one-quarter of Americans lacked confidence in the justices. 

    


And although the Supreme Court's conservative majority has handed down some historic victories for Republican policy priorities over the past few years, rank-and-file Republicans aren't giving the justices a ringing endorsement. 
It's been two years since the court's ruling on abortion rights. Justices Neil Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett -- Trump nominees confirmed by a Republican Senate -- were part of the majority that overturned the near-50-year abortion-rights precedent established in Roe v. Wade. 
This year's term, with a dozen cases still undecided, has already seen some major rulings. Earlier in June, the Supreme Court unanimously preserved access to the pharmaceutical drug mifepristone, a medication used in nearly two-thirds of all abortions in the U.S. last year. The same week, the court struck down a Trump-era gun restriction, a ban on rapid-fire gun accessories known as bump stocks, a win for gun-rights advocates.

    


Only about half of Republicans have a great deal or a moderate amount of confidence in the court's handling of important issues, including gun policy, abortion, elections and voting, and presidential power and immunity, according to the new poll. 
"I don't have a lot of faith in the Supreme Court. And that's unfortunate because that's the final say-so, the final check and balance on our three-branch government," said Matt Rogers, a 37-year-old Republican from Knoxville, Tennessee.
Other Republicans share that mistrust, although the court's current makeup is more conservative than any court in modern history. They are also split on whether the justices are more driven by personal ideology or impartiality, with about half of Republicans saying the justices are more likely to shape the law to fit their own ideology, and another half saying they are likelier to be an independent check on their co-equal branches. 
"I think they are getting influenced and pressured by a lot of people and a lot of entities on the left," said Rogers, a health and wellness trainer who plans to vote for Trump a third time this year. "Let's be honest. It's anything to crucify Trump."

    


Some Republicans have less confidence in the court's handling of specific issues than others. The poll found, for instance, that about 6 in 10 Republican women have little to no confidence in the court's handling of presidential power and immunity, compared to 45% of Republican men.
Janette Majors, a Republican from Ridgefield, Washington, says it's only natural for a justice to reflect the ideology of the president who nominated them.
But episodes outside the Supreme Court chambers have made her less confident in the people running the court.
"What you hear about Clarence Thomas, taking trips paid for by rich people, makes me think there are some individuals there that don't sound like I should trust them," Majors said, referring unprompted to reports that Thomas has for years received undisclosed expensive gifts, including travel, from GOP megadonor Harlan Crow. 

    


Democrats and independents are even more skeptical of the court's neutrality, according to the poll. 
About 8 in 10 Democrats -- and about 7 in 10 independents -- say the justices are more likely to shape the law to fit their own ideology. A similar share has little or no confidence at all in the court's handling of abortion, gun policy and presidential power and immunity. 
Michigan Democrat Andie Near noticed that the court seemed to become a political tool in 2016, when then-Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell refused to allow hearings on Democratic President Barack Obama's Supreme Court nominee Merrick Garland. 
McConnell quickly allowed hearings after Trump nominated Gorsuch within 10 days of taking office in 2017. 
"I had thought the court, though maybe skewing left or right, was serving the whole body of the country," the 42-year-old museum registrar from Holland, Michigan, said. "That's when it brought to high relief that the Supreme Court is being used to skew the political environment we live in, and it's only gotten worse." 
___
The poll of 1,088 adults was conducted June 20-24, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 4.0 percentage points.
___
Beaumont reported from Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Vive la France! Hawks make Zaccharie Risacher second straight Frenchman taken No. 1 in NBA draft

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    After Victor Wembanyama became the No. 1 pick in last year's NBA draft, he went on to win the Rookie of the Year award. This year, two more Frenchmen -- Alexandre Sarr and Zaccharie Risacher -- are projected top picks. Here's what else you need to know about Wednesday's draft.
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            1 of 16 | Zaccharie Risacher, right, poses for a photo with NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected as the first overall pick by the Atlanta Hawks in the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Zaccharie Risacher, right, poses for a photo with NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected as the first overall pick by the Atlanta Hawks in the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            2 of 16 | Zaccharie Risacher, right, greets NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected as the first overall pick by the Atlanta Hawks in the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Zaccharie Risacher, right, greets NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected as the first overall pick by the Atlanta Hawks in the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            3 of 16 | Alex Sarr, right, poses for a photo with NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected as the second pick in the NBA basketball draft during the first round by the Washington Wizards, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Alex Sarr, right, poses for a photo with NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected as the second pick in the NBA basketball draft during the first round by the Washington Wizards, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            4 of 16 | Alex Sarr, right, greets NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected as the second pick in the NBA basketball draft during the first round by the Washington Wizards, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Alex Sarr, right, greets NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected as the second pick in the NBA basketball draft during the first round by the Washington Wizards, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            5 of 16 | Reed Sheppard, right, greets NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected third overall by the Houston Rockets during they first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Reed Sheppard, right, greets NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected third overall by the Houston Rockets during they first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            6 of 16 | Zaccharie Risacher reacts during an interview after being selected by the Atlanta Hawks as the first pick during the first round in the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Zaccharie Risacher reacts during an interview after being selected by the Atlanta Hawks as the first pick during the first round in the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            7 of 16 | Reed Sheppard, right, greets NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected third overall by the Houston Rockets during they first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Reed Sheppard, right, greets NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected third overall by the Houston Rockets during they first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            8 of 16 | Stephon Castle reacts after being selected by the San Antonio Spurs as the fourth pick in the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Stephon Castle reacts after being selected by the San Antonio Spurs as the fourth pick in the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            9 of 16 | Ron Holland II, right, greets NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected by the Detroit Pistons as the fifth pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Ron Holland II, right, greets NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected by the Detroit Pistons as the fifth pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            10 of 16 | Zaccharie Risacher reacts during an interview after being selected by the Atlanta Hawks as the first pick during the first round in the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Zaccharie Risacher reacts during an interview after being selected by the Atlanta Hawks as the first pick during the first round in the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            11 of 16 | Tidjane Salaun hugs family and friends after being selected by the Charlotte Hornets as the sixth pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Tidjane Salaun hugs family and friends after being selected by the Charlotte Hornets as the sixth pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            12 of 16 | Rob Dillingham, right, greets NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected by the San Antonio Spurs during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Rob Dillingham, right, greets NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected by the San Antonio Spurs during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            13 of 16 | Cody Williams, right, greets NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected by the Utah Jazz as the 10th pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 16
Cody Williams, right, greets NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected by the Utah Jazz as the 10th pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            14 of 16 | Tidjane Salaun hugs family and friends after being selected by the Charlotte Hornets as the sixth pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Tidjane Salaun hugs family and friends after being selected by the Charlotte Hornets as the sixth pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            15 of 16 | Matas Buzelis hugs family and friends after being selected by the Chicago Bulls as the 11th pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Matas Buzelis hugs family and friends after being selected by the Chicago Bulls as the 11th pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            16 of 16 | Devin Carter, right, greets NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected by the Sacramento Kings as the 13th pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Devin Carter, right, greets NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected by the Sacramento Kings as the 13th pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- First, Victor Wembanyama, now Zaccharie Risacher.
These days, American college players have to wait their turn in the NBA draft. It's someone else's time at the top.

    
    Follow the AP's live coverage on the 2024 NBA draft.


    


Vive la France! 
The Atlanta Hawks took Risacher with the No. 1 pick Wednesday night and France landed three players in the top six in a historic night for the country. 
"That's amazing," Risacher said. "We try to represent our country and so, glad to be a part of it. You know there is more players coming in." 
Risacher doesn't come with the enormous height or hype of Wembanyama, the towering center who went to San Antonio last year and went on to win the Rookie of the Year award.
But the Hawks saw him as the best choice in what has been viewed as a draft absent of elite talent. 
The 19-year-old forward was the winner of the best young player award in the French League last season and beat out fellow Frenchman Alex Sarr in the race to be the top pick.

    


When he did, it made NBA draft history. This is the first time that the draft has gone consecutive years without the No. 1 pick being someone who played at an American college.




"Shows the amount of talent we have in France," Sarr said. "Really excited for Zach. I think our national team is going to be really good."
Sarr went second to the Washington Wizards after playing last year with Perth in Australia's National Basketball League. 
The Hawks had only a 3% chance of winning the lottery to earn the No. 1 pick, and there was no obvious choice waiting once they did. Most mock drafts were split between Risacher and Sarr, and Atlanta also worked out UConn center Donovan Clingan.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Houston made Kentucky freshman Reed Sheppard the No. 3 pick. A one-and-done college player had topped the draft for 13 straight years from 2010-22 before Wembanyama ended that streak.
Now the draft is under French rule.
Stephon Castle of the two-time reigning national champion Huskies made it two straight college freshmen when San Antonio took him at No. 4, the Spurs' first of two picks in the top 10. They also held the No. 8 selection -- though they dealt the rights to that pick, Kentucky guard Rob Dillingham, to Minnesota.

    


But the Spurs are holding onto Castle, who had a phone call with Wembanyama and can now throw passes to him to ease his transition from Dan Hurley in his old home to Gregg Popovich in his new one.
"I was just playing for the best coach in college basketball and now flipping to the NBA and going to play for a legendary coach like Coach Pop, it's a blessing," Castle said.
The Detroit Pistons took Ron Holland of the G League Ignite with the fifth pick before the Hornets took Tidjane Salaun, who played last year for Cholet Basket in France.
"I think the basketball in France is improved that's why we are here in this draft," Saluan said. 
Clingan, who won titles in both seasons in Storrs, finally went to Portland at No. 7.
The draft moved to a two-night format this year, with the first round being held as usual at Barclays Center in Brooklyn and the second round to be held Thursday at ESPN's Seaport District studios.

    


The green room was filled with a number of unfamiliar faces who will head to the NBA from other leagues or other countries. A player who would have been one of the most recognizable was not in the arena: Zach Edey, the two-time AP Player of the Year from Purdue, was taken at No. 9 by Memphis. 
Another All-American, Tennessee's Dalton Knecht, went lower than predicted, after dropping from an expected lottery pick to the Los Angeles Lakers at No. 17. 
The Knicks had back-to-back picks as the round dragged toward the finish, but their fans had much more to cheer with the moves they made before the draft. New York made a deal to acquire Mikal Bridges from Brooklyn on Tuesday, then got OG Anunoby to agree to stay with the team on a five-year contract worth more than $210 million on Wednesday.
Bronny James was not drafted in the first round, though LeBron James' son had one of his USC teammates taken just before the night ended, with Isaiah Collier going to Utah with the No. 29 selection. 
The first round then wrapped up with the NBA champion Boston Celtics taking Baylor Scheierman from Creighton.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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Bolivian official says general wanted to take power, navy vice admiral also arrested

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Armored vehicles rammed the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday in an apparent coup attempt against President Luis Arce, but he vowed to stand firm and named a new army commander who ordered troops to stand down.
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Kenya's president says he won't sign the finance bill that led protesters to storm the parliament

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A day after deadly protests over proposed new taxes rocked the Kenyan capital of Nairobi families mourned the loss of their loved ones killed during the demonstrations. (AP video shot by: Desmond Tiro, Andrew Kasuku and Joe Mwihia)
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            1 of 16 | Edith Wanjiku, left, weeps after viewing the body of her son, who was allegedly shot by police during Tuesday's protest at the Nairobi funeral home, Kenya Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Thousands of protesters stormed and burned a section of Kenya's parliament Tuesday to protest tax proposals. Police responded with gunfire and several protesters were killed. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            3 of 16 | Nairobi county workers stand in front of the governor's office, which was burned during yesterday's protest over proposed tax hikes in a finance bill in downtown Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Thousands of protesters stormed and burned a section of Kenya's parliament Tuesday to protest tax proposals. Police responded with gunfire and several protesters were killed. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            4 of 16 | A man reads about yesterday's protest in a newspaper in downtown Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Thousands of protesters stormed and burned a section of Kenya's parliament Tuesday to protest tax proposals. Police responded with gunfire and several protesters were killed. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            5 of 16 | Nairobi county staff repair a street sign in downtown Nairobi, Kenya, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Thousands of protesters stormed and burned a section of Kenya's parliament Tuesday to protest tax proposals. Police responded with gunfire and several protesters were killed. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            6 of 16 | A relative closes the eyes of a protester allegedly shot by police at the Nairobi funeral home, Kenya Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Thousands of protesters stormed and burned a section of Kenya's parliament Tuesday to protest tax proposals. Police responded with gunfire and several protesters were killed. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            7 of 16 | Kenyans discuss yesteday's protest as they read newspapers from a street vendor in downtown Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Thousands of protesters stormed and burned a section of Kenya's parliament Tuesday to protest tax proposals. Police responded with gunfire and several protesters were killed. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            8 of 16 | Kenya anti riot police patrol around parliament compound in downtown Nairobi, Kenya, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Thousands of protesters stormed and burned a section of Kenya's parliament Tuesday to protest tax proposals. Police responded with gunfire and several protesters were killed. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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Kenya anti riot police patrol around parliament compound in downtown Nairobi, Kenya, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Thousands of protesters stormed and burned a section of Kenya's parliament Tuesday to protest tax proposals. Police responded with gunfire and several protesters were killed. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            9 of 16 | Kenya anti riot police patrol inside the parliament compound in downtown Nairobi, Kenya, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Thousands of protesters stormed and burned a section of Kenya's parliament Tuesday to protest tax proposals. Police responded with gunfire and several protesters were killed. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 16
Kenya anti riot police patrol inside the parliament compound in downtown Nairobi, Kenya, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Thousands of protesters stormed and burned a section of Kenya's parliament Tuesday to protest tax proposals. Police responded with gunfire and several protesters were killed. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            10 of 16 | Nairobi county workers repair a road barrier in downtown Nairobi, Kenya, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Thousands of protesters stormed and burned a section of Kenya's parliament Tuesday to protest tax proposals. Police responded with gunfire and several protesters were killed. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            11 of 16 | Kenya anti riot police patrol outside parliament in downtown Nairobi, Kenya, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Thousands of protesters stormed and burned a section of Kenya's parliament Tuesday to protest tax proposals. Police responded with gunfire and several protesters were killed. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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Kenya anti riot police patrol outside parliament in downtown Nairobi, Kenya, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Thousands of protesters stormed and burned a section of Kenya's parliament Tuesday to protest tax proposals. Police responded with gunfire and several protesters were killed. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            12 of 16 | EDS NOTE: GRAPHIC CONTENT - Bodies of protesters allegedly shot by police lie at the Nairobi funeral home, Kenya, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Thousands of protesters stormed and burned a section of Kenya's parliament Tuesday to protest tax proposals. Police responded with gunfire and several protesters were killed. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            13 of 16 | Kenyan President William Ruto gives an address at the State House in Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Kenyan President William Ruto said he won't sign into law a finance bill proposing new taxes a day after protesters stormed parliament and several people were shot dead. (AP Photo/Patrick Ngugi)
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            14 of 16 | Kenyan President William Ruto gives an address at the State House in Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Kenyan President William Ruto said he won't sign into law a finance bill proposing new taxes a day after protesters stormed parliament and several people were shot dead. (AP Photo/Patrick Ngugi)
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            15 of 16 | Relatives view bodies of protesters allegedly shot by police at the Nairobi funeral home, Kenya Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Thousands of protesters stormed and burned a section of Kenya's parliament Tuesday to protest tax proposals. Police responded with gunfire and several protesters were killed. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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            16 of 16 | Kenyans discuss yesteday's protest as they read newspapers from a street vendor in downtown Nairobi, Kenya Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Thousands of protesters stormed and burned a section of Kenya's parliament Tuesday to protest tax proposals. Police responded with gunfire and several protesters were killed. (AP Photo/Brian Inganga)
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                                        NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) -- Kenya's president said Wednesday he won't sign into law a finance bill proposing new taxes that prompted thousands of protesters to storm the parliament the previous day, leaving several people killed as police opened fire. It was the biggest assault on Kenya's government in decades.
The government wanted to raise funds to pay off debt, but Kenyans said the bill would have caused more economic pain as millions struggle to get by. Tuesday's chaos led authorities to deploy the military, and Kenyan President William Ruto called protesters' actions "treasonous."
He now says the proposed bill caused "widespread dissatisfaction" and that he has listened and "conceded." It's a major setback for Ruto, who came to power vowing to help Kenyans cope with rising costs but has seen much of the country -- led by its youth -- unite in opposition to his latest attempted reforms.

    


"It is necessary for us to have a conversation as a nation on how ... do we manage the affairs of the country together," he said.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Kenya's president says he won't sign finance bill that led protesters to storm parliament
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports amid heavy police presence, Kenya starts clearing debris after protests.

    

Kenyans faced the lingering smell of tear gas and military in the streets on Wednesday morning, a day after the protesters' act of defiance that Ruto had called an "existential" threat. Parliament, city hall and the supreme court were cordoned off.




At least 22 people were killed, the Kenya National Human Rights Commission said, and police were accused of some shooting deaths. Chairperson Roseline Odede said 50 people were arrested.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ruto acknowledged there were deaths, without elaborating, called it an "unfortunate situation" and offered condolences. He also said about 200 people had been wounded in the chaos. Part of the parliament building burned and clashes occurred in several communities beyond the capital, Nairobi.
Kenya has seen protests in the past, but activists and others warned the stakes were now more dangerous -- Ruto on Tuesday vowed to quash unrest "at whatever cost," even as more protests were called at the State House on Thursday.

    


"We are dealing with a new phenomenon and a group of people that is not predictable," said Herman Manyora, an analyst and professor at the University of Nairobi. "We don't know whether these people will fear the army."
The demonstrations showed Kenyans bridged tribal and other divisions to keep the finance bill from becoming law. It would have raised taxes and fees on a range of items and services, from egg imports to bank transfers.
White House national security spokesman John Kirby urged the Kenyan government to exercise "restraint so that no further Kenyans are put in harm's way while exercising their right to peaceful public assembly."
There were no reports of violence Wednesday, but there was fear. Civil society groups have reported abductions of people involved in recent protests and expect more to come. Kenya's High Court ordered police to release all those arrested in the protests. Ruto said those allegedly abducted had been released or processed in court.
Later Wednesday, the High Court, acting on a challenge from Kenyan lawyers, ordered the military be pulled back from the streets. It was not immediately clear if the government would do so.

    


The mother of a killed teenager, Edith Wanjiku, told reporters at a morgue that the police who shot her son should be charged with murder because her 19-year-old was unarmed. "He had just completed school and was peacefully protesting," she said.
Many young people who helped vote Ruto into power in 2022, supporting his promises of economic relief, now oppose the pain of reforms. Inequality among Kenyans has sharpened along with long-held frustrations over state corruption. The booming young population is also frustrated by the lavish lifestyles of politicians, including the president.
"How did we get here?" Kenya's vice president, Rigathi Gachagua, asked Wednesday in nationally broadcast comments after the president's turnabout, openly wondering how the government had become so unpopular in just two years. "We were the darling of the Kenyan people."

    


The bill was not as important as people's lives, said one Nairobi businessman, Gideon Hamisi. "Many young people lost their lives yesterday. I am a young man, and I feel deeply pained by what transpired."
Opposition leader Raila Odinga called for dialogue. "Kenya cannot afford to kill its children just because the children are asking for food, jobs and a listening ear."
The president's concession was "self preservation" by a leader worried about his reputation, opposition lawmaker Edwin Sifuna wrote on X.
The events are a sharp turn for Ruto, who has been embraced by the United States as a welcome, stable partner in Africa while frustration grows elsewhere on the continent with the U.S. and some other Western powers.
In May, Ruto went to Washington in the first state visit by an African leader in 16 years. On Tuesday, as the protests erupted, the U.S. designated Kenya as its first major non-NATO ally in sub-Saharan Africa, a largely symbolic act but one highlighting their security partnership. Also Tuesday, hundreds of Kenyan police deployed to lead a multinational force against gangs in Haiti, an initiative that brought thanks from President Joe Biden.

    


U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken had been expected to speak with Ruto on Wednesday about the Haiti deployment, a call planned prior to Tuesday's violence.
___
Associated Press reporters Brian Inganga in Nairobi, Kenya, and Aamer Madhani in Washington contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's Africa coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/africa
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The Vatican stands trial in London as a British financier seeks to clear his name in a property deal
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                    FILE - A view of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, March 11, 2020. The Vatican was forced to stand trial in a London court Wednesday, as a British financier sought to recover from the reputational harm he said he suffered as a result of a Vatican investigation into its 350 million euro investment in a London property.(AP Photo/Andrew Medichini, File)
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                                        ROME (AP) -- The Vatican went on trial in a London court Wednesday, as a British financier sought to recover from the harm he said he suffered to his reputation as a result of a Vatican investigation into its 350 million euro (around $375 million) investment in a London property.
It is believed to be the first time the Holy See has been forced to stand trial in a foreign court.
A Vatican tribunal has already convicted Raffaele Mincione of an embezzlement-related charge, and sentenced him to more than five years in prison, for his role in the London deal. But Mincione, who remains free pending an appeal, lodged a counter civil claim against the Holy See's secretariat of state at London's High Court, insisting he acted in good faith.
On Wednesday, he asked the court to approve a series of declarations asserting that he indeed acted in good faith in his dealings with the secretariat of state, that the Holy See knowingly and lawfully entered into the transactions in question and have no grounds to make any claims against Mincione as a result.

    


"I am delighted that these proceedings in England are finally underway," Mincione said in a statement. "I look forward to these issues being examined by an independent and internationally-respected judicial system."




The Holy See had tried unsuccessfully to quash Mincione's claim and in pleadings Wednesday urged the court to refuse to agree to the declarations Mincione is seeking. It said they were unnecessary since a Vatican court has already convicted Mincione and others for crimes related to the transactions.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The trial is expected to last a few weeks and feature the in-person testimony of a high-ranking Vatican official, Archbishop Edgar Pena Parra, the No. 3 in the secretariat of state.
While several lawsuits in the U.S. have sought to hold the Vatican liable for clergy sexual abuse, they have always failed since the Holy See was able to claim it enjoyed immunity as a sovereign state. But the British court allowed Mincione's case to proceed because it involved a commercial transaction, which is not typically covered by sovereign immunity claims.

    


The case concerns the Vatican's decision in 2013-2014 to invest an initial 200 million in a Mincione fund to acquire 45% of the London property, a former Harrod's warehouse that it hoped to develop into luxury apartments to then reap rental income as a long-term return on its investment.
By 2018, the Vatican's secretariat of state decided to exit the fund, unhappy with its performance, but wanted to retain its ownership of the property. Another London-based broker, Gianluigi Torzi, helped negotiate a 40 million euro payout to Mincione.
Vatican prosecutors alleged that Torzi and Mincione, who had had previous business dealings, were working together from the start and conspired to defraud the Holy See of millions of euros. 
They alleged that Mincione, whose fund had purchased the Harrod's warehouse at auction in 2012 for 129.5 million pounds (around US$165 million) plus 8 million pounds in costs, had inflated the property's value to 230 million pounds when it came time for the Vatican to invest in it. The prosecutors accused Torzi of then extorting the Vatican for another 15 million euros to cede control of the building, after the Vatican realized it still didn't own it.

    


Those transactions were at the heart of the Vatican trial, which ended in December with several convictions among nine of the 10 defendants, including Mincione and Torzi. The tribunal's written explanation of the verdict hasn't been published, but both prosecutors and the defendants have announced appeals.
Mincione has insisted he acted in good faith throughout his dealings with the Vatican and rejected the Vatican's accusations of fraud and embezzlement. He has taken his case to the United Nations human rights office to highlight some of the incongruities of the Vatican trial, which have also been flagged as problematic by other defense lawyers and outside Italian legal experts.
In the British civil case, he is seeking to have the court rule that he acted in good faith, arguing that such a ruling is necessary since he and his businesses have suffered reputational harm as a result of the Vatican's highly-publicized trial.

    


In an 84-page filing, the Holy See's lawyers argued that Mincione certainly did not act in good faith, alleging that he misled the Vatican by inflating the value of the property and participated in an "unlawful conspiracy" to defraud it.
If Mincione and his firms "cannot show that they did in fact act in good faith at all material times in the lead-up to the transaction, the entire house of cards upon which the claim is founded falls down," the Vatican's lawyers argued.
A separate British court has previously cast doubts about the Vatican prosecutors' allegations in the London deal. In 2021, Judge Tony Baumgartner of Southwark Crown Court reversed another judge's decision to seize the British-based bank accounts of Torzi.
Baumgartner accused the Vatican prosecutors of making "appalling" misrepresentations and omissions to the court in seeking to freeze Torzi's assets, and concluded that they hadn't provided sufficient evidence to make their case against him.
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Nevada judge denies release of ex-gang leader ahead of trial in 1996 killing of Tupac Shakur

    Nevada judge denies release of ex-gang leader ahead of trial in 1996 killing of Tupac Shakur

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | Duane "Keffe D" Davis, who is accused of orchestrating the 1996 slaying of hip-hop icon Tupac Shakur, right, talks to his attorney, Carl Arnold, in court at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)
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Cash "Wack 100" Jones, who put up the bail for Duane "Keffe D" Davis, is shown during an interview in a court hearing for Davis at the Regional Justice Center in Las Vegas, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Davis is accused of orchestrating the 1996 slaying of hip-hop icon Tupac Shakur. (K.M. Cannon/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP, Pool)
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- An ailing former Los Angeles-area gang leader has been denied release from a Las Vegas jail ahead of his trial in the 1996 killing of music legend Tupac Shakur, despite a bid by a hip-hop music figure to underwrite his $750,000 bond.
A Nevada judge rejected house arrest with electronic monitoring for Duane "Keffe D" Davis, 61, saying she wasn't satisfied with assurances that Davis and his would-be benefactor -- Cash "Wack 100" Jones -- weren't planning to reap profits from the sale of Davis' life story.
A Nevada law prohibits convicted killers from profiting from their crime.
Clark County District Court Judge Carli Kierny said in her ruling issued Wednesday that a review of Jones' financial records also did little to address her concerns that Jones might be a "'front' or 'middleman' for the true bond poster."
Davis has sought to be released since shortly after his arrest last September made him the only person ever charged with a crime in the killing, which has drawn intense interest and speculation for 27 years.

    


Prosecutors allege the gunfire in Las Vegas that killed Shakur stemmed from competition between East Coast members of a Bloods gang sect and West Coast groups of a Crips sect, including Davis, for dominance in a musical genre known at the time as "gangsta rap."




Davis has pleaded not guilty to first-degree murder. His trial is scheduled for Nov. 4. If convicted, he could spend the rest of his life in prison.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After a 45-minute hearing Tuesday, Kierny said she was left with more questions than answers after Davis' legal team tried to demonstrate the source of the funds. 
Prosecutors have argued that Davis intends to benefit from retelling his story about the killing of Shakur and played a recording of a jailhouse phone call in which Jones describes to Davis a plan to produce "30 to 40 episodes" of a show based on his life story.

    


"It is an illegal benefit, profiting from this crime," prosecutor Binu Palal told the judge. Palal didn't respond to an email seeking comment Wednesday on the judge's decision.
Jones, a music record executive who has managed hip-hop artists including Johnathan "Blueface" Porter and Jayceon "The Game" Taylor, offered sworn testimony Tuesday by video from an unspecified place in California. 
He said he paid 15% of the bail amount, or $112,500, as "a gift" from his business accounts to secure Davis' release.
Davis' attorney, Carl Arnold, didn't respond to emails or phone calls left at his office Wednesday seeking comment. A spokesperson for Arnold didn't immediately have comment when reached by email.
The judge said in Wednesday's 2-page order she wasn't convinced the bail money was not being paid "out of profits from Mr. Davis discussing the killing of the victim in this case."
While Jones testified he was bonding out Davis because Davis was fighting cancer and "had been a pillar of the community," previous interviews "suggested another motive," Kierney wrote.
She said Jones indicated there were "stipulations" on the bond and "that Mr. Davis would be signing a contract regarding the rights to his life story, ostensibly including the shooting of Mr. Shakur." She said that was supported by a recorded phone call at the jail when Jones "insisted that a contract be signed before the bond premium was paid."
____
Sonner reported from Reno, Nevada. Associated Press journalists Rio Yamat and Ty ONeil in Las Vegas and Jonathan Landrum in Los Angeles contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/tupac-shakur-killing-keffe-davis-bail-vegas-7adedd7c241a862b4110ee36f5bd03d0
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WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange returns to Australia a free man after US legal battle ends

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange arrived in Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets. The deal with the Justice Department concludes a drawn-out legal saga.
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            Julian Assange returns to Australia a free man after US legal battle ends

        
        
            WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets.
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WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets.
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            WikiLeaks' Assange arrives in Australia after pleading guilty in deal that secures his freedom

        
        
            WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange arrived in Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets. The deal with the Justice Department concludes a drawn-out legal saga.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        WikiLeaks' Assange arrives in Australia after pleading guilty in deal that secures his freedom
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange arrived in Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets. The deal with the Justice Department concludes a drawn-out legal saga.
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            Assange's father expresses joy at his son's freedom

        
        
            WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange's father John Shipton expressed joy that his son was "about to return home."
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            1 of 11 | WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange gestures after landing at RAAF air base Fairbairn in Canberra, Australia, Wednesday, June 26 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga.(AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            2 of 11 | WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange embraces his wife Stella after landing at RAAF air base Fairbairn in Canberra, Australia, Wednesday, June 26 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga.(AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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                                        CANBERRA, Australia (AP) -- WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet and raised a celebratory clenched fist as his supporters cheered Wednesday after he pleaded guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga.
Assange told Prime Minister Anthony Albanese in a phone call from the capital Canberra's airport tarmac that Australian government intervention in the U.S. prosecution had saved his life, Assange lawyer Jennifer Robinson said.
Assange embraced his wife Stella Assange and father John Shipton who were waiting on the tarmac, but avoided media at a news conference less than than two hours after he landed.
"Julian wanted me to sincerely thank everyone. He wanted to be here. But you have to understand what he's been through. He needs time. He needs to recuperate and this is a process." Stella Assange told reporters.

    


Assange was accused of receiving and publishing hundreds of thousands of war logs and diplomatic cables that included details of U.S. military wrongdoing in Iraq and Afghanistan. His activities drew an outpouring of support from press freedom advocates, who heralded his role in bringing to light military conduct that might otherwise have been concealed from view and warned of a chilling effect on journalists. Among the files published by WikiLeaks was a video of a 2007 Apache helicopter attack by American forces in Baghdad that killed 11 people, including two Reuters journalists.




The case came to a surprise end in a most unusual setting with Assange, 52, entering his plea in a U.S. district court in Saipan, the capital of the Northern Mariana Islands. The American commonwealth in the Pacific is relatively close to Assange's native Australia and accommodated his desire to avoid entering the continental United States.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Albanese said Assange told him during their phone call he was looking forward to playing with his sons, conceived while the father was in self-exile in the Ecuadorian Embassy in London for seven years. 

    


"He described it as a surreal and happy moment, his landing here in our national capital, Canberra," Albanese told reporters in Parliament House. "I had a very warm discussion with him this evening. He was very generous in his praise of the Australian government's efforts."
Robinson said she became "very emotional" when she overheard Assange's conversation with the prime minister. 
"Julian thanked him and the team and told the prime minister that he had saved his life. And I don't think that that's an exaggeration," Robinson said.
Assange's British court hearings in which he fought extradition to the United States had heard evidence of his failing health and potential risk for self-harm in the U.S. penal system.
Assange was accompanied on the flights by Australian Ambassador to the United States Kevin Rudd and High Commissioner to the United Kingdom Stephen Smith, both of whom played key roles in negotiating his freedom with London and Washington.

    


The flights were paid for by the "Assange team," Deputy Prime Minister Richard Marles said, adding his government played a role in facilitating the transport.
Albanese told Parliament that Assange's freedom, after he spent five years in a British prison fighting extradition to the U.S., was the result of his government's "careful, patient and determined work."
It is unclear where Assange will go from Canberra and what his future plans are. His South African-born lawyer wife and mother of his two children, Stella Assange, has been in Australia for days awaiting his release.
Another of Julian Assange's lawyers, Barry Pollack, expected his client would continue vocal campaigning.
"WikiLeaks's work will continue and Mr. Assange, I have no doubt, will be a continuing force for freedom of speech and transparency in government," Pollack said.
Assange's father John Shipton said ahead of his son's arrival that he hoped that his first-born child was coming home to the "great beauty of ordinary life."

    


"He will be able to spend quality time with his wife, Stella, and his two children, be able to walk up and down the beach and feel the sand through his toes in winter, that lovely chill," Shipton said.
The plea deal required Assange to admit guilt to a single felony count but also permitted him to return to Australia without any time in an American prison. The judge sentenced him to the five years he'd already spent behind bars in the U.K. fighting extradition to the U.S. on an Espionage Act indictment that could have carried a lengthy prison sentence in the event of a conviction. He was holed up for seven years before that in the Ecuadorian Embassy in London.
The conclusion enables both sides to claim a degree of satisfaction. 
The Justice Department, facing a defendant who had already served substantial jail time, was able to resolve -- without trial -- a case that raised thorny legal issues and that might never have reached a jury at all given the plodding pace of the extradition process. Assange, for his part, signaled a begrudging contentment with the resolution, saying in court that though he believed the Espionage Act contradicted the First Amendment, he accepted the consequences of soliciting classified information from sources for publication.

    


The plea deal, disclosed Monday night in a sparsely detailed Justice Department letter, represents the latest -- and presumably final -- chapter in a court fight involving the eccentric Australian computer expert who has been celebrated by supporters as a transparency crusader but lambasted by national security hawks who insist that his conduct put lives at risks and strayed far beyond the bounds of traditional journalism duties.
Prosecutors alleged that Assange teamed with former Army intelligence analyst Chelsea Manning to obtain the records, including by conspiring to crack a Defense Department computer password, and published them without regard to American national security. Names of human sources who provided information to U.S. forces in Iraq and Afghanistan were among the details exposed, prosecutors have said.
The indictment was unsealed in 2019, but Assange's legal woes long predated the criminal case and continued well past it.
Weeks after the release of the largest document cache in 2010, a Swedish prosecutor issued an arrest warrant for Assange based on one woman's allegation of rape and another's allegation of molestation. Assange has long maintained his innocence, and the investigation was later dropped.
He presented himself in 2012 to the Ecuadorian Embassy in London, where he claimed asylum on the grounds of political persecution, and spent the following seven years in self-exile there, welcoming a parade of celebrity visitors and making periodic appearances from the building's balcony to address supporters.
In 2019, his hosts revoked his asylum, allowing British police to arrest him. He remained locked up for the last five years while the Justice Department sought to extradite him, in a process that encountered skepticism from British judges who worried about how Assange would be treated by the U.S.
Ultimately, though, the resolution sparing Assange prison time in the U.S. contradicts years of ominous warnings by Assange and his supporters that the American criminal justice system would expose him to unduly harsh treatment, including potentially the death penalty -- something prosecutors never sought.
___
McGuirk reported from Melbourne, Australia. Associated Press writers Mari Yamaguchi and Kimberly Esmores in Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands, Alanna Durkin Richer in Washington, Eric Tucker in Port Pierce, Florida, and Jill Lawless and Brian Melley in London contributed to this report. 
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Wednesday sided with the Biden administration in a dispute with Republican-led states over how far the federal government can go to combat controversial social media posts on topics including COVID-19 and election security.
By a 6-3 vote, the justices threw out lower-court rulings that favored Louisiana, Missouri and other parties in their claims that federal officials leaned on the social media platforms to unconstitutionally squelch conservative points of view.
Justice Amy Coney Barrett wrote for the court that the states and other parties did not have the legal right, or standing, to sue. Justices Samuel Alito, Neil Gorsuch and Clarence Thomas dissented. 
The decision should not affect typical social media users or their posts.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: The Supreme Court rules for Biden administration in a social media dispute with conservative states
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports the Biden administration has scored a Supreme Court win in a social media dispute with conservative states.

    

The case is among several before the court this term that affect social media companies in the context of free speech. In February, the court heard arguments over Republican-passed laws in Florida and Texas that prohibit large social media companies from taking down posts because of the views they express. In March, the court laid out standards for when public officials can block their social media followers. 

    


The cases over state laws and the one that was decided Wednesday are variations on the same theme, complaints that the platforms are censoring conservative viewpoints.




The states had argued that White House communications staffers, the surgeon general, the FBI and the U.S. cybersecurity agency are among those who applied "unrelenting pressure" to coerce changes in online content on social media platforms.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The justices appeared broadly skeptical of those claims during arguments in March and several worried that common interactions between government officials and the platforms could be affected by a ruling for the states.
The Biden administration underscored those concerns when it noted that the government would lose its ability to communicate with the social media companies about antisemitic and anti-Muslim posts, as well as on issues of national security, public health and election integrity.

    


White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said the court reached the right outcome because "it helps ensure the Biden Administration can continue our important work with technology companies to protect the safety and security of the American people, after years of extreme and unfounded Republican attacks on public officials who engaged in critical work to keep Americans safe.
Louisiana Attorney General Liz Murrill called the decision "unfortunate and disappointing." The court majority, Murrill said in a statement, "gives a free pass to the federal government to threaten tech platforms into censorship and suppression of speech that is indisputably protected by the First Amendment. The majority waves off the worst government coercion scheme in history."
The justices did not weigh in on the substance of the states' claims or the administration's response in their decision Wednesday.
"We begin -- and end -- with standing," Barrett wrote. "At this stage, neither the individual nor the state plaintiffs have established standing to seek an injunction against any defendant. We therefore lack jurisdiction to reach the merits of the dispute."

    


In dissent, Alito wrote that the states amply demonstrated their right to sue. "For months, high-ranking government officials placed unrelenting pressure on Facebook to suppress Americans' free speech. Because the court unjustifiably refuses to address this serious threat to the First Amendment, I respectfully dissent," he wrote for the three justices in the minority.
Jen Easterly, director of the U.S. Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, said she was pleased with the decision and reiterated the agency "does not and has never censored speech." 
"Every day, the men and women of CISA execute the agency's mission of reducing risk to U.S. critical infrastructure in a way that protects Americans' freedom of speech, civil rights, civil liberties, and privacy," Easterly said in a statement.

    


Some free speech advocates praised the result, but lamented how little guidance the court provided.
"The platforms are attractive targets for official pressure, and so it's crucial that the Supreme Court clarify the line between permissible attempts to persuade and impermissible attempts to coerce," said Alex Abdo, litigation director of the Knight First Amendment Institute. "This guidance would have been especially valuable in the months leading up to the election." 
Nina Jankowicz was named in the original lawsuit after being appointed in 2022 to lead a new board within the Department of Homeland Security to tackle disinformation. The board was dissolved within weeks amid conspiracy theories and criticism from Republicans and conservative activists who saw the effort as a political tool to regulate free speech.

    


Jankowicz, an expert in disinformation, said the Supreme Court had done what she had expected. But she said the damage from the lawsuit is not easily fixed.
"Unfortunately, there is an entire class of people that now believes the government, in coordination with independent researchers, is censoring some part of the American population," she said. "I don't think that's going to go away anytime soon."
The court's ruling comes as many social media companies have removed guardrails against hate and disinformation.
The social media platform X, under the leadership of owner Elon Musk, has restored the accounts of conspiracy theorists and extremists who were previously banned. It also has gutted teams that once fought misinformation on the platform, leaving the community of users to moderate itself.
Experts say the shrinking of such teams, a development that many blame on political pressure, could make election-related disinformation across social media worse in 2024 than it was in 2020.
Meanwhile, Meta, which owns Facebook and Instagram, has pivoted away from emphasizing news and political content on its platforms after facing years of accusations that it mishandles misinformation and contributes to political polarization.
A panel of three judges on the New Orleans-based 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals had ruled earlier that the administration had probably brought unconstitutional pressure on the media platforms. The appellate panel said officials cannot attempt to "coerce or significantly encourage" changes in online content. 
The decision was the sixth this term in which the court threw out rulings by the 5th Circuit, one of the nation's most conservative appeals courts. Last week, the court upheld a gun restriction aimed at protecting domestic violence victims, overturning a 5th Circuit panel.
Earlier in June, the court unanimously ruled that anti-abortion doctors lacked standing to challenge Food and Drug Administration decisions to ease access to the abortion drug mifepristone.
The case is Murthy v. Missouri, 23-411.
___
Associated Press writers Christina A. Cassidy in Atlanta and Ali Swenson in New York contributed to this report.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court
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Biden pardons potentially thousands of ex-service members convicted under now-repealed gay sex ban

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    First lady Jill Biden addressed a crowd gathered on the South Lawn of the White House that was decked out in rainbow for a Pride Month celebration. (AP produced by Javier Arciga)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden pardoned potentially thousands of former U.S. service members convicted of violating a now-repealed military ban on consensual gay sex, saying Wednesday that he is "righting an historic wrong" to clear the way for them to regain lost benefits.
Biden's action grants a pardon to service members who were convicted under the Uniform Code of Military Justice's former Article 125, which criminalized sodomy. The law, which has been on the books since 1951, was rewritten in 2013 to prohibit only forcible acts.
Those covered by the pardon will be able to apply to receive proof that their conviction has been erased, petition to have their discharges from the military upgraded and move to recover lost pay and benefits. 
"Today, I am righting an historic wrong by using my clemency authority to pardon many former service members who were convicted simply for being themselves," Biden said in a statement. "We have a sacred obligation to all of our service members -- including our brave LGBTQI+ service members: to properly prepare and equip them when they are sent into harm's way, and to care for them and their families when they return home. Today we are making progress in that pursuit."

    


The president's use of his pardon powers is occurring during Pride Month and his action comes just days before he is set to hold a high-profile fundraiser with LGBTQ donors in New York on Friday. Biden is trying to rally support within the Democratic-leaning community ahead of the presidential election. 




Modern Military, the nation's largest organization of LGBTQ+ service members and their families, said the decision was a "historic step towards justice and equality," and called on the military to approve the pardons quickly. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Biden's proclamation is "a significant move in recognizing and righting the wrongs inflicted upon LGBTQ+ service members who faced discrimination and unjust convictions under policies such as "Don't Ask, Don't Tell," the organization said in a statement after the pardon announcement. "These brave individuals stood on the front lines of freedom, risking their lives to defend our country, only to be met with injustice at home."

    


Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., said in a statement that the actions were a step in the "march towards greater equality" and "correct a historic wrong for LGBTQ+ Americans who served bravely in our armed forces to keep our country safe."
Administration officials declined to say why Biden did not act on the pardons sooner. 
This is the third categorical pardon by Biden -- using his clemency powers to cover a broad group of people convicted of particular crimes -- after moves in 2022 and 2023 to pardon those convicted federally for possessing marijuana. 
The White House estimates that several thousand service members will be covered -- the majority convicted before the military instituted the "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" policy in 1993 that eased the way for LGBTQ troops to serve if they didn't disclose their sexual orientation. That policy was repealed in 2011, when Congress allowed for their open service in the military.

    


Service members convicted of nonconsensual acts are not covered by Biden's pardon action. And those convicted under other articles of the military justice code, which may have been used as a pretext to punish or force out LGBTQ troops, would need to request clemency through the normal Department of Justice pardon process.
Biden had previously ordered the Department of Veterans Affairs to move to provide benefits to service members who were other than honorably discharged because of their sexual orientation, gender identity or HIV status.
Biden was at Camp David preparing for a presidential debate with Republican frontrunner Donald Trump set for Thursday, so first lady Jill Biden addressed a crowd gathered on the South Lawn of the White House that was decked out in rainbow for a Pride Month celebration. 
"Just this morning, Joe took another step to right those decades of injustice, pardoning man service members who were court-martialed for simply being themselves," she said to cheers from the crowd. "Honoring those heroes -- I'm sure there's many of you in the crowd -- veterans and their families who have given so much for our country." 
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Former Honduran president sentenced to 45 years for helping traffickers get tons of cocaine into US
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            1 of 10 | FILE - Former Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez, second from right, is taken in handcuffs to a waiting aircraft as he is extradited to the United States, at an Air Force base in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, April 21, 2022. Hernandez was sentenced Wednesday, June 26, 2024 in New York, for his conviction on charges that he enabled drug traffickers to use his military and national police force to help get tons of cocaine into the United States. (AP Photo/Elmer Martinez, File)
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            2 of 10 | FILE - Honduras' President Juan Orlando Hernandez arrives for the swearing-in ceremony for Guatemala's new president, in Guatemala City, Jan. 14, 2020. Hernandez was sentenced Wednesday, June 26, 2024 in New York, for his conviction on charges that he enabled drug traffickers to use his military and national police force to help get tons of cocaine into the United States. (AP Photo/Moises Castillo, File)
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            3 of 10 | Protestors signs and images victims of Honduran drug traffickers outside Federal court, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. Former Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez is scheduled for sentencing after being convicted in New York of conspiring with drug traffickers, his military and police to enable tons of cocaine to reach the United States. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)
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            1 of 10 | FILE - Former Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez, second from right, is taken in handcuffs to a waiting aircraft as he is extradited to the United States, at an Air Force base in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, April 21, 2022. Hernandez was sentenced Wednesday, June 26, 2024 in New York, for his conviction on charges that he enabled drug traffickers to use his military and national police force to help get tons of cocaine into the United States. (AP Photo/Elmer Martinez, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A defiant former Honduran President Juan Orlando Hernandez was sentenced in New York Wednesday to 45 years in prison for teaming up with some bribe-paying drug traffickers for over a decade to ensure over 400 tons of cocaine made it to the United States.
Judge P. Kevin Castel sentenced Hernandez to 45 years in a U.S. prison and fined him $8 million, saying that the penalty should serve as a warning to "well educated, well dressed" individuals who gain power and think their status insulates them from justice when they do wrong.
A jury convicted him in March in Manhattan federal court after a two-week trial, which was closely followed in his home country. 
"I am innocent," Hernandez said through an interpreter at his sentencing. "I was wrongly and unjustly accused."
In a lengthy extemporaneous statement interrupted several times by the judge who repeatedly reminded him that this was not a time to relitigate the trial, Hernandez portrayed himself as a hero of the anti-drug trafficking movement who teamed up with American authorities under three U.S. presidential administrations to reduce drug imports.

    


But the judge said trial evidence proved the opposite and that Hernandez employed "considerable acting skills" to make it seem that he was an anti-drug trafficking crusader while he deployed his nation's police and military, when necessary, to protect the drug trade.




Castel called Hernandez a "two-faced politician hungry for power" who protected a select group of traffickers. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

As the sentence was announced, the bespectacled Hernandez in a dull green prison uniform stood next to his lawyer in front of two U.S. marshals. After shaking hands with his lawyer and turning to nod toward the packed spectator section, Hernandez hobbled out of court with the help of a cane and a brace on one foot.
Prosecutors had sought a sentence of life in prison, plus 30 years, the same as the recommendation from the court's probation officers.

    


Hernandez, 55, served two terms as the leader of the Central American nation of roughly 10 million people.
He was arrested at his home in Tegucigalpa, the Honduran capital, three months after leaving office in 2022 and was extradited to the U.S. in April of that year.
U.S. prosecutors say Hernandez worked with drug traffickers as long ago as 2004, taking millions of dollars in bribes as he rose from rural congressman to president of the National Congress and then to the country's highest office.
Hernandez acknowledged in trial testimony that drug money was paid to virtually all political parties in Honduras, but he denied accepting bribes himself.
Hernandez insisted in his lengthy statement Wednesday that his trial was unjust because he was not allowed to include evidence that would have caused the jury to find him not guilty. He said he was being persecuted by politicians and drug traffickers. 
"It's as if I had been thrown into a deep river with my hands bound," he said. 
In Honduras Wednesday, U.S. Ambassador Laura Dogu called the sentencing an important step in combating the social consequences of drug trafficking.

    


"Here in Honduras and in the United States, we cannot forget that the actions of Juan Orlando have made the people suffer," Dogu said.
Luis Romero, a Honduran criminal lawyer and analyst, said the sentence was a surprise to many people in Honduras who believed he would receive a life sentence.
At a news conference in Honduras, Hernandez's wife, Ana Garcia, said her husband was innocent and called the sentencing a "judicial lynching." Garcia -- who is planning to run for president next year -- said she looked forward to her husband's appeal.
"Today is only a chapter in a series of injustices," she said.
Trial witnesses included traffickers who admitted responsibility for dozens of murders and said Hernandez was an enthusiastic protector of some of the world's most powerful cocaine dealers, including notorious Mexican drug lord Joaquin "El Chapo" Guzman, who is serving a life prison term in the U.S. 
During his remarks, the judge noted that Guzman had given a $1 million bribe in 2013 directly to Hernandez's brother, Juan Antonio "Tony" Hernandez, a former Honduran congressman who was sentenced to life in a U.S. prison in 2021 in New York for his own conviction on drug charges.

    


Hernandez shook his head when he heard Assistant U.S. Attorney Jacob Gutwillig tell the judge that he chose to "commit evil."
"No one, not even the former president of a country, is above the law," Gutwillig said. 
Hernandez was sentenced in a federal courthouse less than two blocks from where former U.S. President Donald Trump is scheduled to be sentenced July 11 following his conviction on charges of falsifying business records.
As he announced the sentence, Castel spoke at length about the ways Hernandez had received a fair trial and described much of the key evidence that emerged at trial to prove guilt.

    


Castel described the number of killings linked to the drug trade during Hernandez's political career as "staggering," saying one drug trafficking witness admitted at the trial that he aided 56 killings and another said he was involved in 78 murders before he began cooperating with U.S. authorities.
He noted that Hernandez only helped the drug traffickers who aided his political ambitions, and not all the time.
"No, he was too smart for that," Castel said. The judge said Hernandez aided traffickers whenever he could.
"His No. 1 goal was his own political survival," Castel said.
___
Associated Press Writer Marlon Gonzalez in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/honduras-president-juan-orlando-hernandez-corruption-3f98be974c58bb8a1b492108c4a7f297



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Most Americans plan to watch the Biden-Trump debate, and many see high stakes, an AP-NORC poll finds

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A new AP-NORC poll finds that most U.S. adults plan to watch or listen to some element of Thursday's presidential debate. And many think the stakes are high for both President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump.
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            1 of 6 | Signage for the upcoming presidential debate is seen at the media file center near the CNN Techwood campus in Atlanta on Tuesday, June 25, 2024. A new poll finds that most U.S. adults plan to watch or listen to some element of Thursday's presidential debate. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais)
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Signage for the upcoming presidential debate is seen at the media file center near the CNN Techwood campus in Atlanta on Tuesday, June 25, 2024. A new poll finds that most U.S. adults plan to watch or listen to some element of Thursday's presidential debate. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais)
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            2 of 6 | Rep. Wesley Hunt, R-Texas, speaks during an event Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Atlanta, hosted by the Donald Trump campaign billed as a "Black American Business Leaders Round Table," at Rocky's Barber Shop, in advance of the presidential debate between President Joe Biden and Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            3 of 6 | Ben Starett, lighting programmer for CNN, sets up lights in the spin room for the upcoming CNN Presidential Debate between President Joe Biden and Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump in Atlanta, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            4 of 6 | People converse during setup in the spin room for the upcoming CNN Presidential Debate between President Joe Biden and Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump in Atlanta, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            5 of 6 | FILE - Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden speaks during the first presidential debate with President Donald Trump Sept. 29, 2020, at Case Western University and Cleveland Clinic, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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FILE - Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden speaks during the first presidential debate with President Donald Trump Sept. 29, 2020, at Case Western University and Cleveland Clinic, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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            6 of 6 | This combination of photos show President Donald Trump, left, and former Vice President Joe Biden during the first presidential debate on Sept. 29, 2020, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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This combination of photos show President Donald Trump, left, and former Vice President Joe Biden during the first presidential debate on Sept. 29, 2020, in Cleveland. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Most U.S. adults plan to watch some element of Thursday's presidential debate and many think the event will be important for the campaigns of both President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump, according to a new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research. 
Both men remain broadly unpopular as they prepare to face off for the first time since 2020, although Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee, maintains a modest enthusiasm advantage with his base compared to Biden, the Democratic incumbent. 
About 6 in 10 U.S. adults say they are "extremely" or "very" likely to watch the debate live or in clips, or read about or listen to commentary about the performance of the candidates in the news or social media.
The poll suggests tens of millions of Americans are likely to see or hear about at least part of Thursday's debate despite how unusually early it comes in the campaign season. Both Biden and Trump supporters view the debate as a major test for their candidate -- or just a spectacle not to miss.

    


"I think it's super important," said Victoria Perdomo, a 44-year-old stay-at-home mom and a Trump supporter in Coral Springs, Florida. "It shows America what you're going to see for the next four years."




Nic Greene, a libertarian who is a registered independent, said he'll likely vote for Trump as the "least worst candidate." He doesn't think debates do much to help voters make decisions, but he's expecting to be entertained and plans to listen to post-debate analysis on podcasts. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


"I think the majority of people have their minds made up with or without these debates," he said. "It's a circus."
Both sides see the debate as important

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

About half, 47%, of Americans say the debate is "extremely" or "very" important for the success of Biden's campaign and about 4 in 10 say it's highly important for Trump's campaign. About 3 in 10 Americans say it is at least "very" important for both campaigns.

    


Most Democrats, 55%, think the upcoming debate is extremely or very important for the success of the Biden campaign. About half of Republicans, 51%, say the same thing about the importance of the debate for the Trump campaign. Only about one-third of independents say the debate, taking place at a CNN studio in Atlanta, is highly important for either campaign.
Arthur Morris, a 40-year-old operations manager at a major financial firm, is an undecided voter open to Biden, Trump or a third-party option such as independent candidate Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. He, along with a significant share of Americans, has doubts about the mental capabilities of the aging candidates, and sees Biden's debate performance as an important test. 
"I need Biden to demonstrate to me that he's cogent enough to be able to hold this office and execute to the level that we need him to," Morris said. 
Trump, meanwhile, needs to show he can be trusted after the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol in which Trump supporters disrupted the certification of his 2020 loss to Biden and Trump's recent conviction in a hush money scheme, said Morris, of Lewiston, Ohio. 

    


About 4 in 10 say they are likely to watch or listen to some or all of the debate live, while a similar share say they will watch or listen to clips later. Another 4 in 10, roughly, expect to consume commentary about the debate and candidate performance in the news or on social media. Republicans and Democrats are more likely than independents to be following debate coverage in some capacity.
Voters are still unhappy about their options
Biden and Trump are each entering the debate with low favorability ratings. About 6 in 10 U.S. adults say they have a very or somewhat unfavorable view of Biden, and a similar number have a negative view of Trump. 
Most Americans, 56%, say they are "very" or "somewhat" dissatisfied with Biden being the Democratic Party's likely nominee for president, and a similar majority are dissatisfied with Trump as the likely GOP nominee. The poll indicates that Republicans continue to be more satisfied with a re-nomination of Trump than Democrats are with an anticipated Biden re-nomination. Six in 10 Republicans are satisfied with Trump as a nominee; just 42% of Democrats say that about Biden.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


About 3 in 10 U.S. adults are dissatisfied with both Trump and Biden as their party's likely nominees - with independents and Democrats being more likely than Republicans to be dissatisfied with both. 
Republicans and Democrats are more likely to have a negative view of the opposing party's candidate than they are to have a positive view of their own. 
About 9 in 10 Republicans have an unfavorable view of Biden, and about 9 in 10 Democrats have a negative view of Trump. By comparison, roughly 7 in 10 Democrats have a favorable view of Biden, and about 7 in 10 Republicans have a positive view of Trump.
About 4 in 10 U.S. adults approve of how Biden is handling his job as president, in line with where that number has stood for the past two years. Biden's approval rating among U.S. adults on handling the economy is similar, as is his handling of abortion policy. Only 3 in 10 approve of his approach to immigration. 

    


"I do believe there has been some progress under Biden, but I believe it's Congress who is the one stalling on any of the policies that Biden wants to proceed with," said Jane Quan-Bell, 70, a school librarian from Chico, California, and a Democrat. 
The conflict between the Israelis and Palestinians is an especially vulnerable spot for Biden. With only 26% of U.S. adults approving of his handling of the issue, it's well below his overall approval rating. Nearly 6 in 10 Democrats disapprove of his approach.
___
The poll of 1,088 adults was conducted June 20-24, 2024, using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. The margin of sampling error for all respondents is plus or minus 4.0 percentage points.
___
Cooper reported from Phoenix. 
___
A previous version of this story misspelled Arthur Morris' last name. It is Morris, not Murray. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/poll-biden-trump-debate-apnorc-cc9e16ef147507162e22c96ddb889ee8
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Baby cousin with cancer inspires girls to sew hospital gowns for sick kids across U.S. and Africa

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Sick children across the country are having their hospital stays brightened somewhat by the efforts of two sisters from New Jersey, who make and donate brightly colored hospital gowns for kids. (AP Video: Tassanee Vejpongsa)
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            1 of 18 | Audrina Demma, left, and her sister Giuliana hug in the basement at the sewing station of their Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. The sisters have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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Audrina Demma, left, and her sister Giuliana hug in the basement at the sewing station of their Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. The sisters have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            2 of 18 | Giuliana Demma, left, and her sister Audrina, right, sew pediatric hospital gowns in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. The sisters have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 18
Giuliana Demma, left, and her sister Audrina, right, sew pediatric hospital gowns in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. The sisters have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            3 of 18 | Giuliana Demma holds a pediatric hospital gown she had sewn in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. Giuliana and her sister Audrina have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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Giuliana Demma holds a pediatric hospital gown she had sewn in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. Giuliana and her sister Audrina have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            4 of 18 | 1-year-old Vito DiSimone holds a card that came with the special hospital gown he was given during a stay at NYU Langone Medical Center in New York on Jan. 11, 2024. The gown was made by two New Jersey sisters, Giuliana and Audrina Demma, who have sewn and donated 1,800 brightly-colored and kid-themed hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states and Uganda since 2021. (Samantha DiSimone)
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1-year-old Vito DiSimone holds a card that came with the special hospital gown he was given during a stay at NYU Langone Medical Center in New York on Jan. 11, 2024. The gown was made by two New Jersey sisters, Giuliana and Audrina Demma, who have sewn and donated 1,800 brightly-colored and kid-themed hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states and Uganda since 2021. (Samantha DiSimone)
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            5 of 18 | Audrina Demma sews a pediatric hospital gown in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. Audrina and her sister Giuliana have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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Audrina Demma sews a pediatric hospital gown in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. Audrina and her sister Giuliana have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            6 of 18 | Audrina Demma sews a pediatric hospital gown in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. She and her sister Giuliana have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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Audrina Demma sews a pediatric hospital gown in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. She and her sister Giuliana have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            7 of 18 | Giuliana Demma holds a pediatric hospital gown she had just finished sewing in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. Giuliana and her sister Audrina have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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                                    7 of 18
Giuliana Demma holds a pediatric hospital gown she had just finished sewing in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. Giuliana and her sister Audrina have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            8 of 18 | Giuliana Demma sews a pediatric hospital gown in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. Giuliana and her sister Audrina have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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                                    8 of 18
Giuliana Demma sews a pediatric hospital gown in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. Giuliana and her sister Audrina have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            9 of 18 | Giuliana Demma irons a pediatric hospital gown she had just sewn the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. Giuliana and her sister Audrina have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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                                    9 of 18
Giuliana Demma irons a pediatric hospital gown she had just sewn the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. Giuliana and her sister Audrina have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            10 of 18 | Giuliana Demma, left, and her sister Audrina, right, sew pediatric hospital gowns in the basement of their Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. The sisters have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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Giuliana Demma, left, and her sister Audrina, right, sew pediatric hospital gowns in the basement of their Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. The sisters have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            11 of 18 | Giuliana Demma, left, and her sister Audrina sew pediatric hospital gowns in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. The sisters have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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Giuliana Demma, left, and her sister Audrina sew pediatric hospital gowns in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. The sisters have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            12 of 18 | Giuliana Demma, left, and her sister Audrina, right, sew pediatric hospital gowns in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. The sisters have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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Giuliana Demma, left, and her sister Audrina, right, sew pediatric hospital gowns in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. The sisters have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            13 of 18 | Giuliana Demma holds a pediatric hospital gown she had just finished sewing in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. She and her sister Audrina have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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Giuliana Demma holds a pediatric hospital gown she had just finished sewing in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. She and her sister Audrina have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            14 of 18 | Audrina Demma holds a pillow she sewed in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. Audrina and her sister Giuliana have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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Audrina Demma holds a pillow she sewed in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. Audrina and her sister Giuliana have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            15 of 18 | Audrina Demma sews a pediatric hospital gown in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. Giuliana and Audrina Demma have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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Audrina Demma sews a pediatric hospital gown in the basement of her Freehold, N.J., home on June 19, 2024. Giuliana and Audrina Demma have sewn and donated 1,800 hospital gowns to sick children in 36 states plus Africa. Giuliana was inspired by seeing her baby cousin wearing an ugly, ill-fitting gown while hospitalized with brain cancer in 2017. (AP Photo/Wayne Parry)
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            16 of 18 | Giada Demma, 1-year-old, sits in a pediatric hospital bed at NYU Langone Medical Center in New York in August 2017. Seeing the child wearing a drab hospital issued-gown on a different date helped inspired Giada's cousin Guiliana Demma to learn to sew and make brightly colored, kid-themed hospital gowns for hospitalized children. Since 2021, Giuliana Demma and her sister Audrina have made and donated 1,800 hospital gowns and several hundred kid-sixed pillows to children in hospitals in 36 states and Uganda. (Melissa Demma via AP)
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Giada Demma, 1-year-old, sits in a pediatric hospital bed at NYU Langone Medical Center in New York in August 2017. Seeing the child wearing a drab hospital issued-gown on a different date helped inspired Giada's cousin Guiliana Demma to learn to sew and make brightly colored, kid-themed hospital gowns for hospitalized children. Since 2021, Giuliana Demma and her sister Audrina have made and donated 1,800 hospital gowns and several hundred kid-sixed pillows to children in hospitals in 36 states and Uganda. (Melissa Demma via AP)
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            17 of 18 | Giada Demma, 1-year-old, sits in a pediatric hospital bed at NYU Langone Medical Center in New York on Oct. 17, 2017, the last day she was scheduled to undergo chemotherapy for cancer. Her family had a seamstress make the Disney hospital gown Giada is wearing. But seeing the child wearing a drab hospital issued-gown on a different date helped inspired Giada's cousin Guiliana Demma to learn to sew and make brightly colored, kid-themed hospital gowns for hospitalized children. Since 2021, Giuliana Demma and her sister Audrina have made and donated 1,800 hospital gowns and several hundred kid-sixed pillows to children in hospitals in 36 states and Uganda. (Melissa Demma via AP)
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Giada Demma, 1-year-old, sits in a pediatric hospital bed at NYU Langone Medical Center in New York on Oct. 17, 2017, the last day she was scheduled to undergo chemotherapy for cancer. Her family had a seamstress make the Disney hospital gown Giada is wearing. But seeing the child wearing a drab hospital issued-gown on a different date helped inspired Giada's cousin Guiliana Demma to learn to sew and make brightly colored, kid-themed hospital gowns for hospitalized children. Since 2021, Giuliana Demma and her sister Audrina have made and donated 1,800 hospital gowns and several hundred kid-sixed pillows to children in hospitals in 36 states and Uganda. (Melissa Demma via AP)
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            18 of 18 | Nurse Ellen Reynolds of Children's Surgery International gives a lollipop to patient Ategeka, whose last name they are keeping confidential to protect his privacy, in a bed at Holy Innocents Children's Hospital in Mbarara, Uganda on Feb. 2, 2024. Ategeka is wearing a Harry Potter-themed gown made by Giuliana Demma, a New Jersey girl who, with her sister Audrina, have sewn and donated 1,800 brightly colored, kid-themed hospital gowns to sick children across the U.S. and Africa. (Amy Smith/Children's Surgery International via AP)
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                                    18 of 18
Nurse Ellen Reynolds of Children's Surgery International gives a lollipop to patient Ategeka, whose last name they are keeping confidential to protect his privacy, in a bed at Holy Innocents Children's Hospital in Mbarara, Uganda on Feb. 2, 2024. Ategeka is wearing a Harry Potter-themed gown made by Giuliana Demma, a New Jersey girl who, with her sister Audrina, have sewn and donated 1,800 brightly colored, kid-themed hospital gowns to sick children across the U.S. and Africa. (Amy Smith/Children's Surgery International via AP)
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                                        FREEHOLD, N.J. (AP) -- Fighting brain cancer, little Giada Demma was lying in her pediatric hospital bed, her tiny body virtually swimming in a drab green hospital gown.
Her cousin Giuliana Demma remembers looking at the 1-year-old and thinking how sad the scene was: a small child awash in an ugly gown several sizes too big for her.
"I thought to myself,' 'Why does she have to wear this? Why can't she wear something nicer?'" Giuliana said.
Inspired by that moment, Giuliana Demma, 13, and her 11-year-old sister Audrina have sewn and donated more than 1,800 brightly colored, playfully patterned gowns to hospitalized children in 36 states. They've even sent them to Uganda, with three other African nations set to get them in the fall.
"I wanted to do something to help kids like (Giada) and give them hospital gowns that have nice patterns, that are colorful, that they can feel comfortable in while they're going through a rough time," Giuliana said.

    


Their family hired a seamstress to make a custom Disney princess gown for little Giada, who was hospitalized in 2017 and is doing well now. But as Giuliana grew over the next four or five years, she developed an interest in sewing, and remembered how lost her little cousin looked in a drab, ill-fitting gown years earlier.




Once Giuliana learned to sew, her cousin was no longer hospitalized. But she started making cheerful gowns for other sick kids. Her first creations were gowns with flamingos and Paris-themed patterns for a child with cancer that her aunt knew.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

No child is ever charged for one of her gowns, which are paid for by donations of money and material. The Starbucks Foundation gave the project a $3,000 grant this year. A hospital linen company, ImageFIRST in Clifton, New Jersey, cleans all the garments for free before they are sent to hospitals, and a women's group at a nearby housing development and a church youth group help out with about 40 volunteers cutting fabric for the girls.

    


Giuliana gets help from her sister, who also loves sewing. Audrina will pitch in when Giuliana has homework to do, heading to the basement of their home in Freehold, New Jersey, not far from the Jersey Shore, that has been taken over by the sewing operation.
Audrina's specialty is sewing small pillows for young patients. They are sent with boxes of markers so that the recipients can color them as they like while they're in the hospital.
Audrina made 100 pillows as part of an effort to earn her Girl Scout Bronze award, packaged them and sent them off to hospitals. She makes seasonally themed pillows for St. Patrick's Day, Valentine's Day and other special times; last winter she made 100 snowman pillows.
They are often part of packages the girls create that include rubber duckies and other toys, and a local pediatric cancer charity, LIV Like a Unicorn, includes them in boxes they send to children battling cancer. The Minnesota charity Children's Surgery International took 60 of the gowns to hospitals in Uganda in February with more headed to Gambia, Liberia and Ethiopia in the fall.

    


Some of the recipients write back to thank the girls for the gowns and pillows.
"I like seeing the smiles on the kids' faces, even though they're going through such a hard time," said Audrina, who wants to be a veterinarian.
The girls have recently begun sewing zippers into brightly colored T-shirts to accommodate infusion ports for chemotherapy or other drugs that could allow young patients not to have to wear a gown at all while hospitalized.
Samantha DiSimone's son Vito was hospitalized in January in New York for a heart valve ailment at 9 months old. Hospital staff brought in a sealed package with a gown Giuliana made from material with a pattern from the "Cars" movie.
He broke out in a big smile when they unpackaged the garment. 
"I was so emotional," Samantha DiSimone said. "You're in a hospital praying that your child will make it through the surgery, and to see him in the gown with a big smile on his face is an amazing thing."
Soft-spoken yet entirely at ease recounting her efforts, Giuliana has the poise and maturity of someone beyond her years, though she just graduated from middle school. She wants to be a cancer surgeon, and said she loves hearing from recipients of the gowns.

    


"I'm really happy I can help make a difference for them during this tough time," she said. "I want them to feel confident and know that they're an inspiration, they're loved and they're strong and they're brave. They can wear these gowns and have something to cheer them up."
Melissa Demma, Giada's mother, said the drive by her child's young cousins to make and give away gowns "blows me away and touches me each and every day." 
"They're young girls and this is what they choose to do, spending their time helping others," she said. "If everyone could be like this, our world would be a better place. It makes me feel better for the future and what this world could be."
___
Follow Wayne Parry on X at www.twitter.com/WayneParryAC 
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Justices seem set to allow emergency abortions in Idaho for now, a prematurely posted opinion says
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            1 of 5 | U.S. Health Secretary Xavier Becerra, right, listens as Jillaine St. Michel, a patient who was forced to travel to Seattle to access an abortion speaks during a conversation with local patients and providers who have been impacted by Idaho's abortion restrictions held at the Linen Building in Boise, Idaho, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kyle Green)
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            2 of 5 | Anti-abortion demonstrators protest outside the Supreme Court, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            3 of 5 | The Supreme Court building is seen, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            4 of 5 | Lauren McLean, Mayor, City of Boise left, shakes hands with U.S. Health Secretary Xavier Becerra before a conversation with local patients and providers who have been impacted by Idaho's abortion restrictions held at the Linen Building in Boise, Idaho. Priya Helweg, Acting Regional Director for HHS Region 10 is also pictured in the background, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kyle Green)
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            5 of 5 | Left to right; Dr. Sara Thompson, an OBGYN provider in ldaho, Jillaine St. Michel, a patient who had to travel out of state to access abortive services, U.S. Health Secretary Xavier Becerra, Lauren McLean, Mayor, City of Boise, Dr. Julie Lyons, LY- UHNZ, St Luke's, Blaine County women's health initiative and Family Physician and Dr. Loren Colson, Cofounder, Idaho Coalition for Safe Healthcare participate in a conversation with local patients and providers who have been impacted by Idaho's abortion restrictions held at the Linen Building in Boise, Idaho, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kyle Green)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court appears poised to allow emergency abortions in Idaho when a pregnant patient's health is at serious risk, according to a copy of the opinion briefly posted on the court's website Wednesday and obtained by Bloomberg News.
The document suggests the court will find that it should not have gotten involved in the case over Idaho's strict abortion ban so quickly. By a 6-3 vote it would reinstate a lower court order that had allowed hospitals in the state to perform emergency abortions to protect a pregnant patient's health. 
Such an outcome would leave the issues at the heart of the case unresolved. It would also mean key questions remain unanswered, Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson wrote in a concurrence. 
"Today's decision is not a victory for pregnant patients in Idaho. It is delay," she wrote. 
The Supreme Court acknowledged that its publications unit inadvertently posted a document Wednesday. An opinion in the Idaho case would be issued "in due course," court spokeswoman Patricia McCabe said in a statement.

    


Conservative Justices Clarence Thomas, Samuel Alito and Neil Gorsuch are listed as dissenting from the decision. 




The finding may not be the court's final ruling because the justices' decision has not been officially released. The decision would mean the case would continue at the 9th U.S. Circuit Court, and could end up back before the justices. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Supreme Court may be reluctant to make an abortion-related decision on the merits - rather than procedural grounds - in an election year, said Greer Donley, a reproductive law scholar and professor at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law. 
A new poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research found that about 7 in 10 U.S. adults favor protecting access to abortions for patients who are experiencing miscarriages or other pregnancy-related emergencies. 

    


The decision would reverse the Supreme Court's earlier order that allowed an Idaho abortion ban to temporarily go into effect, even in medical emergencies. Several women have since needed medical airlifts out of state in cases in which abortion is routine treatment to avoid infection, hemorrhage and other dire health risks, Idaho doctors have said. 
The nation's top health official, Xavier Becerra, held a scheduled meeting with Idaho doctors and patients to discuss the state's strict abortion ban in Boise Wednesday. Sarah Thompson, an Idaho OB/GYN, said that if a woman's water breaks early in pregnancy, when the fetus has no chance of survival, she is unable to treat the patient by delivering the baby early.
"While there's nothing we can do to save her baby, there is something we can do to preserve her health and her future fertility," Thompson said.
The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists said that it hoped the court "listened to the scientific evidence and medical experts and will ultimately affirm the availability of emergency abortion care for people in every state," said general counsel Molly Meegan.

    


The case started when the Biden administration sued Idaho, arguing that its abortion ban conflicted with federal healthcare law because doctors wouldn't be allowed to provide abortions to stabilize pregnant patients in rare emergency cases when their health is at serious risk.
Idaho argued its ban does allow abortions to save a pregnant patient's life and that federal law does not require the exceptions to expand. The state attorney general's office declined to comment Wednesday.
Katie Daniel, the state policy director of Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life America, said an Idaho state court had ruled that women's lives don't need to be in immediate danger to act.
Most Republican-controlled states began enforcing restrictions after the justices overturned Roe v. Wade two years ago, and Idaho is among 14 states that outlaw abortion at all stages of pregnancy with very limited exceptions.
The case is likely to return to the Supreme Court again, said Rachel Rebouche, dean of the Temple University Beasley School of Law and a reproductive law scholar. The New Orleans-based 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals has ruled in a similar case that the federal law does not take precedence over an abortion ban in Texas.

    


So while the Supreme Court's ruling would allow abortion in medical emergencies in Idaho, at least for now, Rebouche said, "Nearly 38 million people live in the 5th Circuit. That's a lot of people whose lives aren't changed at all by this."
Alexis McGill Johnson, president and CEO of the Planned Parenthood Federation of America, said that a decision without explicit guarantees that patients could get abortions in medical emergencies would be "catastrophic."
Reports of pregnant women being turned away from U.S. emergency rooms spiked after the Supreme Court's 2022 ruling overturning the constitutional right to abortion, according to federal documents obtained by The Associated Press.

    


If the high court were to rule in Idaho's favor, it would create a "world in which women would have to lose their reproductive organs," said Sara Rosenbaum, a George Washington University health law and policy professor who is an expert on the federal EMTALA law.
The Justice Department's lawsuit came under a federal law that requires hospitals accepting Medicare to provide stabilizing care regardless of a patient's ability to pay. The law is the Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act, or EMTALA. 
Nearly all hospitals accept Medicare, so emergency room doctors in Idaho and other states with bans would have to provide abortions if needed to stabilize a pregnant patient and avoid serious health risks such as the loss of reproductive organs, the Justice Department argued.
Idaho argued that its exception for a patient's life covers dire health circumstances and that the Biden administration misread the law to circumvent the state ban and expand abortion access.
Carol Tobias, president of the National Right to Life Committee, said his group was glad the Justice Department says its arguments apply to rare cases. 
Doctors have said Idaho's law has made them fearful to perform abortions, even when a pregnancy is putting a patient's health severely at risk. The law requires anyone who is convicted of performing an abortion to be imprisoned for at least two years.
A federal judge initially sided with the Democratic administration and ruled that abortions were legal in medical emergencies. After the state appealed, the Supreme Court allowed the law to go fully into effect in January.
___
Associated Press writers Amanda Seitz and Linley Sanders in Washington, Geoff Mulvihill in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, Devi Shastri in Milwaukee and Hallie Golden in Seattle contributed to this report.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.
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Swollen river claims house next to Minnesota dam as flooding and extreme weather grip the Midwest

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A house that was teetering on the edge of an eroding riverbank near a Minnesota dam has collapsed into the river.
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            Watch: Home collapses into water as flood water erode around dam

        
        
            A house that was teetering on the edge of an eroding riverbank near a Minnesota dam has collapsed into the river.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Watch: Home collapses into water as flood water erode around dam
A house that was teetering on the edge of an eroding riverbank near a Minnesota dam has collapsed into the river.
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            Flood waters inundate Woodbury and Monona counties in Iowa

        
        
            A vast swath of lands from eastern Nebraska and South Dakota to Iowa and Minnesota has been under siege from flooding from torrential rains since last week, while also experiencing a scorching heat wave.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Flood waters inundate Woodbury and Monona counties in Iowa
A vast swath of lands from eastern Nebraska and South Dakota to Iowa and Minnesota has been under siege from flooding from torrential rains since last week, while also experiencing a scorching heat wave.
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            1 of 14 | This drone photo provided by AW Aerial shows a home as it teeters before partially collapsing into the Blue Earth River at the Rapidan Dam in Rapidan, Minn., Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (Andrew Weinzierl/AW Aerial via AP)
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            3 of 14 | This long-exposure drone photo provided by AW Aerial shows a home as it teeters before partially collapsing into the Blue Earth River at the Rapidan Dam in Rapidan, Minn., Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (Andrew Weinzierl/AW Aerial via AP)
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            4 of 14 | Rising water from the Mississippi River envelopes the riverbank, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, at Harriet Island Regional Park in St. Paul, Minn. (Anthony Souffle/Star Tribune via AP)
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Rising water from the Mississippi River envelopes the riverbank, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, at Harriet Island Regional Park in St. Paul, Minn. (Anthony Souffle/Star Tribune via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 14 | A bridge crossing Beaver Creek, on the property of Lori Lems, is devastated after flooding in the area over the weekend. Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Canton, SD. (AP Photo/Josh Jurgens)
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            6 of 14 | Heavy rains in recent days have submerged farmland near Vermillion, S.D., on Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Flooding has devastated communities in several states across the Midwest. (Jake Hoffner via AP)
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Heavy rains in recent days have submerged farmland near Vermillion, S.D., on Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Flooding has devastated communities in several states across the Midwest. (Jake Hoffner via AP)
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            7 of 14 | A tornado is seen near Cedar Rapids, Iowa on Tuesday, June 25, 2024. More severe weather was forecast to move into the region Tuesday, potentially bringing large hail, damaging winds and even a brief tornado or two in parts of western Iowa and eastern Nebraska, according to the National Weather Service. (Nick Rohlman/The Gazette via AP)
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A tornado is seen near Cedar Rapids, Iowa on Tuesday, June 25, 2024. More severe weather was forecast to move into the region Tuesday, potentially bringing large hail, damaging winds and even a brief tornado or two in parts of western Iowa and eastern Nebraska, according to the National Weather Service. (Nick Rohlman/The Gazette via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 14 | After flooding in the area over the weekend, Rotary Park finally emerges from the depths of the Big Sioux River. Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Canton, SD. (AP Photo/Josh Jurgens)
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            9 of 14 | The innards of a house near the Rapidan Dam in Rapidan, Minn., are visible as waters from the Blue Earth River rush by, Monday, June 24, 2024. (Casey Ek/The Free Press via AP)
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            10 of 14 | Rachel Morsching sits Tuesday, June 25, 2024, on the flooded porch of her father Dean Roemhildt's home in Waterville., Minn. Waters from the nearby Tetonka and Sakatah lakes have encroached on the town amid recent heavy rains. (Casey Ek/The Free Press via AP)
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            11 of 14 | Jared Gerlock, left, and his son, Robbie, carry a bin of water-logged stuffed animals, out of the flood-damaged basement of their home on East Second St. in Spencer, Iowa Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Officials say about 40% of properties in the city were affected after the Little Sioux River flooded. (Tim Hynds/Sioux City Journal via AP)
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            12 of 14 | Volunteer Tyron Berkenpas, an employee of Maintainer Corporation in Sheldon, Iowa, removes a bag of flood-damaged items, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, from the basement of a home on East Second Street in Spencer, Iowa. Spencer, population of about 11,400, is recovering after the Little Sioux River flooded a large section of the city this past weekend. Officials there say about 40% of properties in the city were affected by the flooding. (Tim Hynds/Sioux City Journal via AP)
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            13 of 14 | Debris is shown stuck on the Grand Avenue Bridge over the Little Sioux River as a sump pump forces water back into the river, in Spencer, Iowa, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. The bridge was closed to traffic as of noon Tuesday. (Tim Hynds/Sioux City Journal via AP)
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            14 of 14 | A Skid Loader scoops up debris after residents were forced to dump trash at the high school after being unable to access the city dump while trying to clean up after flooding over the weekend, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Canton, SD . (AP Photo/Josh Jurgens)
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                                        DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) -- A house that was teetering on the edge of an eroding riverbank near a Minnesota dam collapsed into the river in the latest jarring example of extreme weather gripping the upper Midwest.
Video shows the white frame house falling into the flood-swollen Blue Earth River near Mankato on Tuesday night. The Rapidan Dam's west abutment failed Monday, sending the river around the dam and eroding the bank where the home sat. The family had evacuated before the collapse.
"It's been a very scary and hard situation," Jenny Barnes, whose family owned the house and has run the nearby Dam Store for decades, told KARE-TV on Tuesday before the house fell into the river. She also was worried about the store.
"That's our life, as well. That's our business; that's our livelihood. It's everything to us," Barnes said. "There's no stopping it. It's going to go where it wants to go. It's going to take what it wants to take."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Swollen river claims house next to Minnesota dam as flooding and extreme weather grip the Midwest
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports on severe weather in the Midwest.

    


    


Jessica Keech and her 11-year-old son watched part of the house fall into the river Tuesday night. They had often visited the area to see the dam and enjoy homemade pie from the Dam Store.




"It just kind of sucked it into the water. Just literally disappeared," said Keech, of nearby New Ulm. "You didn't see it go down the river at all. You didn't see pieces of it anywhere."
Blue Earth County officials said Wednesday that there were dramatic changes around the dam overnight, with the river cutting more widely and deeply into the bank, and they are concerned about the integrity of a nearby bridge over the river. After the flooding subsides, the county will be faced with deciding whether to make repairs to the dam or possibly remove it -- with both options costing millions of dollars.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

County Administrator Robert Meyer said the debris that went into the river since Monday included not only the home and its fence but also a power company substation, power poles, a propane tank, county playground equipment, a satellite toilet, a dumpster, a steel shipping container used for storage and "many, many trees."

    


"There's not any attempt to salvage anything," Meyer said during a news conference at the dam. 
President Joe Biden spoke by phone with Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz to discuss the impacts to the Rapidan dam and the Federal Emergency Management Agency is already on the ground, White House officials said.
A swath through Nebraska, Iowa, South Dakota and Minnesota has been under siege from flooding because of torrential rains since last week, while also suffering through a scorching heat wave. Up to 18 inches (46 centimeters) of rain have fallen in some areas, pushing some rivers to record levels. Hundreds of people were rescued, homes were damaged and at least two people died after driving in flooded areas. 
Tornado warnings, flash flooding and large hail Tuesday night added insult to injury for some Midwesterners. The National Weather Service said several tornadoes were reported in Iowa and Nebraska. The service was assessing damage to some buildings, crops and trees to confirm whether tornadoes touched down. No major injuries were reported.

    


The weather service also extended flood warnings for multiple rivers in the region. On Tuesday, floodwaters breached levees in Iowa, creating dangerous conditions that prompted evacuations.
Preliminary information from the weather service shows the recent flooding brought record-high river levels at more than a dozen locations in South Dakota and Iowa, surpassing previous crests by an average of about 3.5 feet (0.5 meters). 
In southeastern South Dakota, residents of Canton were cleaning up after getting 18 to 20 inches (46 to 51 centimeters) of rain in just 36 hours last week. A creek beside the 20 acres (8 hectares) owned by Lori Lems and her husband flooded the playground they'd built in their backyard for their grandchildren.
Lems, a 62-year-old former convenience store and wedding venue owner, said she's lived in the town of 3,200 people all her life and never saw rain as intense as last week's.

    


"We felt that we were in a hurricane-type of rain," she said. "It was just unbelievable."
Farther south, in North Sioux City, South Dakota, flooding collapsed utility poles and trees, and some homes were washed off their foundations. There was no water, sewer, gas or electrical service in that area, Union County Emergency Management said Tuesday in a Facebook post.
In the Sioux City, Iowa, area, water spilled over the Big Sioux River levee, damaging hundreds of homes, officials estimated. And the local wastewater treatment plant has been so overwhelmed by the floodwaters that officials say they're having to dump about a million gallons (3.8 million liters) of untreated sewage per day into the Missouri River.
Numerous roads were closed because of the flooding, including Interstates 29 and 680 in Iowa near the Nebraska line.

    


To the east in Iowa, towns were bracing for floodwaters. The west fork of the Des Moines River was expected to crest at nearly 17 feet (5 meters) in Humboldt overnight into Thursday. About 200 homes and 60 businesses in Humboldt could be affected, and about 68,000 sandbags have been deployed, officials said.
In the coming days, southeastern Nebraska and northwestern Missouri are expected to start to see the downstream effects of devastating flooding in South Dakota, Minnesota and Iowa. Many streams and rivers may not crest until later this week. The Missouri will crest at Omaha on Thursday, said Kevin Low, a weather service hydrologist. 
___
Collins reported from Hartford, Connecticut. Associated Press Writers Summer Ballentine in Jefferson City, Missouri, and John Hanna in Topeka, Kansas, contributed to this report.
___
This story has corrected the name the river where the house collapsed. It is the Blue Earth River, not the Big Earth River.
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            1 of 2 | Abortion rights activists and Women's March leaders protest as part of a national day of strike actions outside the Supreme Court, Monday, June 24, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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            2 of 2 | Left to right; Dr. Sara Thompson, an OBGYN provider in ldaho, Jillaine St. Michel, a patient who had to travel out of state to access abortive services, U.S. Health Secretary Xavier Becerra, Lauren McLean, Mayor, City of Boise, Dr. Julie Lyons, LY- UHNZ, St Luke's, Blaine County women's health initiative and Family Physician and Dr. Loren Colson, Cofounder, Idaho Coalition for Safe Healthcare participate in a conversation with local patients and providers who have been impacted by Idaho's abortion restrictions held at the Linen Building in Boise, Idaho, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Kyle Green)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court appears ready to rule that hospitals in Idaho may provide medically necessary abortions to stabilize patients at least for now, despite the state's strict abortion law, according to a copy of the opinion that was briefly posted on Wednesday to the court's website and obtained by Bloomberg News.
The document suggests that a 6-3 ruling from the court will reinstate a lower court's order to allow Idaho emergency rooms to provide abortions that save a woman's health as the broader legal case plays out. 
The Justice Department had sued Idaho over its abortion law, which allows a woman to get an abortion only when her life -- not her health -- is at risk. Idaho doctors say they were unable to provide the stabilizing treatment the federal law requires and that is typically standard of care, prompting them to airlift at least a half-dozen pregnant patients to other states since Idaho's law took effect in January.

    


But attorneys for Idaho have said their state law allows for women in dire circumstances to get an abortion and is not in conflict with the federal law. 




The federal law, called the Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act, or EMTALA, requires doctors to stabilize or treat any patient who shows up at an emergency room.
Here's a look at the history of EMTALA, what rights it provides patients and how a Supreme Court ruling might change that.
What protections does EMTALA provide patients at an ER?


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The law requires emergency rooms to offer a medical exam if you turn up at their facility. The law applies to nearly all emergency rooms -- any that accept Medicare funding.
Those emergency rooms are required to stabilize patients if they do have a medical emergency before discharging or transferring them. And if the ER doesn't have the resources or staff to properly treat that patient, staff members are required to arrange a medical transfer to another hospital, after they've confirmed the facility can accept the patient.

    


So, for example, if a pregnant woman shows up at an emergency room concerned that she is in labor but there is not an OB-GYN on staff who could deliver her baby, hospital staff cannot simply direct the woman to go elsewhere. 
Why was this law created?
Look to Chicago in the early 1980s.
Doctors at the city's public hospital were confronting a huge problem: Thousands of patients, many of them Black or Latino, were arriving in very bad condition -- and they were sent there by private hospitals in the city that refused to treat them. Some were gunshot victims who hadn't been stabilized. Most of them did not have health insurance.
Chicago wasn't alone. Doctors working in public hospitals around the country reported similar issues. Media reports, including one of a pregnant woman who delivered a stillborn baby after being turned away by two hospitals because she didn't have insurance, intensified public pressure on politicians to act.
Congress drafted legislation with Republican Sen. David Durenberger of Minnesota saying at the time, "Americans, rich or poor, deserve access to quality health care. This question of access should be the government's responsibility at the federal, state, and local levels."

    


Then-President Ronald Reagan, a Republican, signed the bill into law in 1986.
What happens if a hospital turns away a patient?

The hospital is investigated by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. If they find the hospital violated a patient's right to care, they can lose their Medicare funding, a vital source of revenue needed for most hospitals to keep their doors open.
Usually, however, the federal government issues fines when a hospital violates EMTALA. They can add up to hundreds of thousands of dollars.
Why did the Supreme Court look at the law?

Since the Supreme Court overturned the constitutional right to an abortion, President Joe Biden, a Democrat, has repeatedly reminded hospitals that his administration considers an abortion part of the stabilizing care that EMTALA requires facilities to provide.
The Biden administration argues that Idaho's law prevents ER doctors from offering an abortion if a woman needs one in a medical emergency.
But Idaho's attorney general has pointed out that EMTALA also requires hospitals to consider the health of the "unborn child" in its treatment, too. Attorneys for Idaho have also said that there's no conflict between the state and federal law since Idaho allows doctors to perform an abortion if the woman's life is at stake. 

    


What are the advocates saying?

Anti-abortion advocates argue that state laws banning abortion can coexist with the federal law that requires hospitals to stabilize pregnant patients in an emergency.
The prominent anti-abortion group Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life America has called the lawsuit in Idaho a "PR stunt." 
"The EMTALA case is based on the false premise that pregnant women cannot receive emergency care under pro-life laws," said Kelsey Pritchard, the group's state public affairs director after the case was heard earlier this year. "It is a clear fact that pregnant women can receive miscarriage care, ectopic pregnancy care and treatment in a medical emergency in all 50 states."

    


But many doctors say it's not as clear cut as anti-abortion advocates claim.
In rare cases, a woman may risk sepsis, hemorrhaging or reproductive organ loss if a troubled pregnancy is not terminated. But Idaho's state law forces a doctor to wait until the patient is close enough to death to end a pregnancy, doctors argue.
Doctors risk a minimum two-year imprisonment for providing an abortion if the woman's life is not at risk. 
"There's nothing worse than feeling as a physician that you know what the patient needs and you can't get it for them," Dr. Jessica Kroll, the president of the Idaho American College of Emergency Physicians told reporters during a press conference early this month.
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            1 of 2 | This image provided by The Episcopal Church shows Episcopal Diocese of Northwestern Pennsylvania Bishop Sean Rowe in his official 2024 church photo. (The Episcopal Church via AP)
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            2 of 2 | FILE - Bishop Michael Curry speaks outside the West Wing of the White House in Washington, Sept. 22, 2021. The Episcopal Church, at its General Convention in Louisville, Kentucky, is scheduled to elect a new leader Wednesday, June 26, 2024 to replace Curry, who for the past nine years has served as the first African American presiding bishop of the 239-year-old denomination. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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                                        Sean Rowe, a 49-year-old bishop from western Pennsylvania, on Wednesday became the youngest person ever elected as leader of the Episcopal Church.
He immediately issued a sobering call for the church, which has faced division and chronic membership loss, to confront an "existential crisis" that he compared with the steel industry collapse in his native Rust Belt.
Rowe, who leads two small dioceses along Lake Erie, will succeed Bishop Michael Curry, the first African American to hold the position, when Curry's nine-year term ends on Nov. 1. The presiding bishop serves as the denomination's chief pastor, president and CEO.
Rowe was elected on the first ballot in the House of Bishops, which convened behind closed doors Wednesday in the Episcopal cathedral in Louisville. Rowe received 89 votes, the required majority, with other votes widely dispersed among the other four candidates.

    


The House of Deputies, consisting of clergy and lay people, confirmed his election with 95% of the vote, followed by strong applause.
The only presiding bishop to take the post at a younger age than Rowe was the first one, William White, who was 41 when he served briefly in 1789 when there was no leadership election.




Rowe was 32 in May 2007, when he was elected bishop of the Diocese of Northwestern Pennsylvania, based in Erie. For almost 12 years, he was the youngest bishop in the Episcopal Church. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In 2019, he also began overseeing the Diocese of Western New York, based in Buffalo. The adjacent dioceses, with less than 10,000 members between them, have been collaborating on ministries in recent years.
He said that sort of collaboration is just one example of how the church needs to adapt to new realities.
"It's not too strong to say that we're facing an existential crisis," Rowe told the House of Deputies after his election. "It's not because our church is dying, or because we've lost the belief in the salvation of God in Jesus Christ, but because the world around us has changed and continues to change. It changes all the time. And God is calling us ever more deeply into the unknown."

    


The Episcopal Church is an offshoot of the Church of England in the United States and has been the spiritual home of many of the American founding fathers and U.S. presidents.
But as with other mainline Protestant denominations, membership in the Episcopal Church has been declining for decades. After peaking at 3.4 million in 1959, it had fallen to 1.9 million when Curry was elected leader in 2015 and dipped to under 1.6 million in 2022. Average Sunday church attendance for Episcopalians nationwide was 614,241 in 2015; by 2022 it had dropped to 372,952.
Rowe compared the church's challenges to the collapse of the steel industry, which had employed his grandparents, when he was growing up in Pennsylvania.
"I've been around to see things that I love go away," he said. "I watched everything that I had known evaporate."
He cited tensions within the denomination, without giving specifics, and called on members to be more gracious and forgiving toward each other. He called on them to turn their "anger at injustice instead of turning it inward on each other."

    


Still, he offered reassurance by quoting the late Catholic monk and author Thomas Merton -- a favorite son of the convention's host state of Kentucky -- about proceeding in faith despite uncertainty.
"You do not need to know precisely what is happening" to embrace challenges "with courage, faith, and hope," he said.
On a practical level, Rowe called for the church to avoid top-heavy structures and steer more of its funds and resources toward local and diocesan ministries.
Born in Sharon, Pennsylvania, Rowe graduated from nearby Grove City College in 1997 with a bachelor's degree in history.
He graduated from Virginia Theological Seminary in 2000, before returning to western Pennsylvania.
The bishop is known for his research and work on organizational learning and adaptive performance in the church. He earned a doctorate in organizational learning and leadership at Gannon University in Erie in 2014. 

    


After the election, Curry praised his successor in a news conference. He credited Rowe with both "a vision and a sense of the mechanics that will help us get there."
Curry, in opening remarks to the General Convention on Sunday, urged delegates to remain optimistic.
"This Episcopal Church is stronger, more durable and has a future that God has decreed and that God has figured out," he said. "Don't you worry about this church. Don't you weep and don't you moan. Just roll up your sleeves and let's get to work. That's our future."
Throughout his ministry, Curry has been an outspoken leader on a range of challenging issues, including racial reconciliation, climate change, immigration policy, and LGBTQ+ equality. Among his favored causes: establishing ecumenical summer day camps for children, creating networks of day care providers, and encouraging large investments in urban neighborhoods.

    


In 2018, he became a global star with a stirring sermon at the widely televised royal wedding of Britain's Prince Harry and Meghan Markle.
Curry, 71, has battled a variety of health problems since May 2023, when he was hospitalized for treatment of internal bleeding and an irregular heartbeat. In March, doctors successfully surgically inserted a pacemaker as part of ongoing treatment.
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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            1 of 4 | Rick Satterwhite, 62, eyes rising water from the Missouri River as it creeps closer to the house where he grandchildren live in South Sioux City, Neb., on Monday, June 24, 2024. Satterwhite says he's planning to get flood insurance for his own house also located by the river in nearby Dakota City, Nebraska, after floodwaters came within feet of his home this week. (AP Photo/Margery Beck)
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            2 of 4 | Heavy rains in recent days have submerged farmland near Vermillion, S.D., on Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Flooding has devastated communities in several states across the Midwest. (Jake Hoffner via AP)
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            3 of 4 | Crews survey the area surrounding the Rapidan Dam from a lift, Monday, June, 24, 2024, in Rapidan, Minn. (Casey Ek/The Free Press via AP)
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            4 of 4 | The innards of a house near the Rapidan Dam in Rapidan, Minn., are visible as waters from the Blue Earth River rush by, Monday, June 24, 2024. (Casey Ek/The Free Press via AP)
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                                        SOUTH SIOUX CITY, Neb. (AP) -- Rick Satterwhite's house backs up to the Missouri River, but flood insurance hadn't really seemed necessary - until this week, when he had to pump water out of his basement after a round of destructive storms.
It's not the first time he's had to dry out his basement from floodwater, but bad storms are getting more frequent, he said. Satterwhite watched with dread Monday as the river came within 2 feet (61 centimeters) of his backdoor in Dakota City, Nebraska, after torrential rain produced record-setting Midwestern floods, destroying hundreds of properties.
"I talked to our agent today," Satterwhite said. "We're going to get flood insurance now." 
Satterwhite is hardly alone. As the Midwest begins to recover, many won't have flood insurance, which must be purchased separately from homeowners insurance. Federal data shows that across the flooded states of Nebraska, South Dakota, Iowa and Minnesota, the government has only issued about 26,500 flood insurance policies combined.

    


Lack of insurance can burden homeowners with out-of-pocket repair costs and place more need on nonprofits and the government, said Emily Rogan, senior program officer at United Policyholders, an insurance consumers group.


In Iowa, for example, consulting firm Milliman estimates that in 22 of the counties covered by the governor's disaster proclamations, less than 1% of single-family homes have flood insurance from the government, which issues the vast majority of policies.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Many think flooding won't happen to them and is hardly worth the cost of another bill, according to Tom O'Meara, CEO of Independent Insurance Agents of Iowa. Iowa property insurance rates have skyrocketed in recent years after a series of expensive weather disasters, he said. Avoidance of flood insurance comes as climate change increases flood risk, creating conditions that produce wetter rainstorms.

    


And this past week's storms also badly flooded smaller rivers that don't frequently overflow, catching people off guard.
"I don't think people have a personal experience with floods like this very often," said Nathan Young, associate director of the Iowa Flood Center.
In 2022, the average annual price of federal flood insurance was $935. Federally-backed mortgages and many banks require flood insurance in high risk zones identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency, but those maps don't consider flooding from all sources, like rain. FEMA's recently-updated pricing reflects more factors, and the agency says these prices - not flood maps - are the best indicator of risk.
In Iowa, hundreds are being helped at American Red Cross shelters. Workers ask people about their loved ones and basic needs. Then they help victims assess the damage and what can be done. This is when some people first realize they needed to buy a separate flood insurance policy, said Charles Blake, disaster services senior executive with the American Red Cross. People who do have policies are so thankful, he said. 
"It gives you a leg up," Blake said.

    


Others like Ben Thomas consciously avoid flood insurance and assume risk themselves. For nearly two days, Thomas pumped water out of his basement on the north side of the Little Sioux River in Spencer, Iowa, moving between his house, his parents' riverfront property across the street and other neighbors.
"I don't believe that insurance is the answer to life's problems," he said. "I would say we made a very well informed decision, but in this case, we got burned."
While he doesn't regret his decision not to buy an expensive policy, he acknowledged residents might feel differently on the south side of the river, where some homes are unlivable with water on the main floor.
The National Flood Insurance Program covers up to $250,000 for a building and offers policies to protect contents worth as much as $100,000. That's not always enough to replace an entire destroyed house, and even though the private market is small, it provides policies that can fill the gap.

    


There is some help available for the uninsured. The federal government's disaster declaration for parts of the flooded area allows it to issue grants and low interest loans to help with temporary housing, some home repairs and essentials like cleaning supplies and baby formula.
"We can still help," said John Mills, a FEMA response team spokesperson, but flood insurance provides much more money.
FEMA's new pricing method increased rates for about three quarters of policy holders, but others saw decreases for the first time. Selling more policies is a struggle nationwide; slightly fewer people are buying them this year.
One problem is that FEMA is prohibited from discounting premiums for low-income residents, according to Rob Moore, director of flooding solutions at the Natural Resources Defense Council.

    


"Only Congress can fix that," he said.
And when rebuilding starts, that's the easiest time to mitigate the risk of the next flood, said Chad Berginnis, executive director of the Association of State Floodplain Managers.
"Instead of rebuilding the same way you did immediately, stop, think about what you can do to protect yourself," Berginnis said. "Nobody wants to elevate their house or do flood proofing projects on a sunny day."
___
Associated Press reporter Hannah Fingerhut in Des Moines, Iowa, contributed to this report. Phillis reported from St. Louis.
___
The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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US surgeon general declares gun violence a public health crisis

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Dr. Vivek Murthy, the nation's top doctor, issued the advisory Tuesday as the U.S. grappled with another weekend marked by mass shootings that left dozens of people dead or wounded.
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            1 of 1 | FILE - Surgeon General Vivek Murthy speaks during an Archewell Foundation panel discussion in New York City, Oct. 10, 2023. On Tuesday, June 25, 2024, Murthy, the nation's top doctor, declared gun violence a public health crisis, driven by a growing number of injuries and deaths involving firearms in the country. The advisory came as the U.S. grappled with another weekend marked by mass shootings that left dozens of people dead or wounded. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The U.S. surgeon general on Tuesday declared gun violence a public health crisis, driven by the fast-growing number of injuries and deaths involving firearms in the country. 
The advisory issued by Dr. Vivek Murthy, the nation's top doctor, came as the U.S. grappled with another summer weekend marked by mass shootings that left dozens of people dead or wounded. 
"People want to be able to walk through their neighborhoods and be safe," Murthy told The Associated Press in a phone interview. "America should be a place where all of us can go to school, go to work, go to the supermarket, go to our house of worship, without having to worry that that's going to put our life at risk." 
To drive down gun deaths, Murthy calls on the U.S. to ban "assault weapons and large-capacity magazines for civilian use," introduce universal background checks for purchasing guns, regulate the industry, pass laws that would restrict their use in public spaces and penalize people who fail to safely store their weapons. 

    


None of those suggestions can be implemented nationwide without legislation passed by Congress, which typically recoils at gun control measures. Some state legislatures, however, have enacted or may consider some of the surgeon general's proposals.




Surgeon General Murthy said there is "broad agreement" that gun violence is a problem, citing a poll last year that found most Americans worry at least sometimes that a loved one might be injured by a firearm. More than 48,000 Americans died from gun injuries in 2022. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Doctors quickly praised Murthy's advisory. The American Academy of Family Physicians, for example, has considered gun violence a public health epidemic for over a decade. 
"Family physicians have long understood, and have seen first hand, the devastating impact firearm violence has on our patients and the communities we serve," the group's president, Steven Furr, said in a statement. 

    


Murthy's advisory, however, promises to be controversial with the gun lobby and will certainly incense Republican lawmakers, most of whom opposed his confirmation -- twice -- to the job over his statements on gun violence. 
The National Rifle Association promptly rebuked Murthy's advisory. 
"This is an extension of the Biden Administration's war on law-abiding gun owners," Randy Kozuch, the organization's president, said in a statement on X. 
It was the NRA, and Republicans who enjoy the powerful gun lobby's support, that almost derailed Murthy's confirmation as surgeon general a decade ago. Murthy became quieter on the issue of gun violence after his past statements almost cost him the job. He ended up promising the Senate that he did "not intend to use my office as surgeon general as a bully pulpit on gun control." 
Then-President Donald Trump dismissed Murthy in 2017, but President Joe Biden nominated him again to the position in 2021. 
Murthy has published warnings about troubling health trends in American life, including loneliness and social media use. In an opinion piece in The New York Times this month, he said social media has contributed to a mental health crisis among the country's young people and asked Congress to require warning labels on social media platforms similar to those on cigarette boxes.

    


But he also has faced mounting pressure from some doctors and Democratic advocacy groups to speak out more. A group of four former surgeon generals asked the Biden administration to produce a report on the problem in 2022. 
"It is now time for us to take this issue out of the realm of politics and put it in the realm of public health, the way we did with smoking more than a half century ago," Murthy told the AP. 
It was a 1964 report from the surgeon general that raised awareness about the dangers of smoking is largely credited with reducing tobacco use and precipitating regulations on the industry. 
Murthy now hopes his advisory on guns will shift the conversation, too, on this issue. He has been encouraged by some developments in Congress, including the passage of the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act in 2022 that enhanced background checks for firearms. 

    


A White House report obtained by The Associated Press says that more thorough background checks have stopped roughly 800 sales of firearms to people under age 21. Additionally, more than 500 people, including some linked to transnational cartels and organized crime rings, have been charged with gun trafficking and other crimes under the landmark gun safety legislation. 
Children and younger Americans, in particular, are suffering from gun violence, Murthy notes in his advisory called "Firearm Violence: A Public Health Crisis in America." Suicide by gun rates have increased by nearly 70% for those between the ages of 10 to 14. Children in the U.S. are far more likely to die from gun wounds than children in other countries, the research he gathered shows. 

    


For pediatricians, talking with families about locking up their guns away from their children has become a routine part of well visits, said Benjamin Hoffman, the president of the American Academy of Pediatrics. When children can't get access to a gun, it prevents a large chunk of gun deaths and injuries -- accidental shootings and suicides. 
"Having access to a firearm for a child who is experiencing a behavioral health crisis is an absolute recipe for the most tragic things you can imagine," Hoffman said. 
Even when children are not direct victims of a gun shooting, they may suffer from mental health blowback of gun violence, the report says. About half of teens in the U.S. worry about a school shooting. And in areas that have been exposed to a fatal shooting at a school, youth antidepressant use jumps by more than 20%. 
In addition to new regulations, Murthy calls for an increase in gun violence research and for the health system to promote and educate patients about gun safety and proper storage during checkups. 
___
The headline for this story was corrected to reflect that the surgeon general, Dr. Vivek Murthy, had declared gun violence a public health crisis, rather than a public health emergency. The surgeon general does not have the power to declare a public health emergency. This story also was corrected to reflect that Murthy called for a ban on "assault weapons and large-capacity magazines for civilian use," not a ban on automatic rifles.
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Illinois man rejects deal to plead guilty to 7 murder charges in shooting at 2022 July Fourth parade

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The man accused of opening fire at an Independence Day parade in suburban Chicago in 2022 has rejected a deal requiring him to plead guilty to seven charges of murder in the attack. (AP video/ Melissa Winder)
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            1 of 13 | Robert E. Crimo III arrives before Judge Victoria A. Rossetti at the Lake County Courthouse in Waukegan, Ill., Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Crimo III is charged with killing seven people and wounding dozens more in a shooting at an Independence Day parade in the suburban Chicago town of Highland Park, Ill. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, Pool)
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            2 of 13 | Robert E. Crimo III, left, talks to Lake County's assistant public defender Anton Trizna as he appears before Judge Victoria A. Rossetti at the Lake County Courthouse in Waukegan, Ill., Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Crimo III is charged with killing seven people and wounding dozens more in a shooting at an Independence Day parade in the suburban Chicago town of Highland Park, Ill. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, Pool)
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            3 of 13 | Karina Mendez, whose father Eduardo Uvaldo was killed, speaks at a news conference after the hearing of Robert E. Crimo III., at the Lake County Courthouse in Waukegan, Ill., Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Crimo III is charged with killing seven people and wounding dozens more in a shooting at an Independence Day parade in the suburban Chicago town of Highland Park, Ill. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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            5 of 13 | Robert E. Crimo III's mother Denise Pesina, left, and father Robert Crimo Jr., wait before their son appears before Judge Victoria A. Rossetti at the Lake County Courthouse in Waukegan, Ill., Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Crimo III is charged with killing seven people and wounding dozens more in a shooting at an Independence Day parade in the suburban Chicago town of Highland Park, Ill. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, Pool)
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            6 of 13 | Leah Sundheim, whose mother Jacquelyn was killed, closes her eyes as she speaks at a news conference after the hearing of Robert E. Crimo III., at the Lake County Courthouse in Waukegan, Ill., Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Crimo III is charged with killing seven people and wounding dozens more in a shooting at an Independence Day parade in the suburban Chicago town of Highland Park, Ill. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 13
Leah Sundheim, whose mother Jacquelyn was killed, closes her eyes as she speaks at a news conference after the hearing of Robert E. Crimo III., at the Lake County Courthouse in Waukegan, Ill., Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Crimo III is charged with killing seven people and wounding dozens more in a shooting at an Independence Day parade in the suburban Chicago town of Highland Park, Ill. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 13 | FILE - Visitors pay their respects, Thursday, July 7, 2022, at altars for the seven people killed in the Fourth of July mass shooting in Highland Park, Ill. Robert Crimo III, accused of killing seven people and injuring dozens more, including children, at a Fourth of July parade in suburban Chicago in 2022 is scheduled for a court hearing Wednesday, June 26, 2024, when it is possible he will change his not guilty plea, the prosecutor says. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)
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            8 of 13 | Robert E. Crimo III appears before Judge Victoria A. Rossetti at the Lake County Courthouse in Waukegan, Ill., Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Crimo III is charged with killing seven people and wounding dozens more in a shooting at an Independence Day parade in the suburban Chicago town of Highland Park, Ill. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, Pool)
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            9 of 13 | Robert E. Crimo III, left, talks to Lake County's assistant public defender Anton Trizna as he appears before Judge Victoria A. Rossetti at the Lake County Courthouse in Waukegan, Ill., Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Crimo III is charged with killing seven people and wounding dozens more in a shooting at an Independence Day parade in the suburban Chicago town of Highland Park, Ill. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, Pool)
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            10 of 13 | Robert E. Crimo III appears before Judge Victoria A. Rossetti at the Lake County Courthouse in Waukegan, Ill., Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Crimo III is charged with killing seven people and wounding dozens more in a shooting at an Independence Day parade in the suburban Chicago town of Highland Park, Ill. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, Pool)
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            11 of 13 | Robert E. Crimo III's mother Denise Pesina, left, and father Robert Crimo Jr., wait before their son appears before Judge Victoria A. Rossetti at the Lake County Courthouse in Waukegan, Ill., Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Crimo III is charged with killing seven people and wounding dozens more in a shooting at an Independence Day parade in the suburban Chicago town of Highland Park, Ill. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, Pool)
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            12 of 13 | Robert E. Crimo III appears before Judge Victoria A. Rossetti at the Lake County Courthouse in Waukegan, Ill., Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Crimo III is charged with killing seven people and wounding dozens more in a shooting at an Independence Day parade in the suburban Chicago town of Highland Park, Ill. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, Pool)
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Robert E. Crimo III appears before Judge Victoria A. Rossetti at the Lake County Courthouse in Waukegan, Ill., Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Crimo III is charged with killing seven people and wounding dozens more in a shooting at an Independence Day parade in the suburban Chicago town of Highland Park, Ill. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, Pool)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            13 of 13 | Leah Sundheim, center, whose mother Jacquelyn was killed in a July 4 shooting, speaks at a news conference as her father Bruce, left, listens following a hearing for Robert E. Crimo III, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, at the Lake County Courthouse in Waukegan, Ill,. Crimo is charged with killing seven people and wounding dozens more in a shooting at an Independence Day parade in the suburban Chicago town of Highland Park, Ill. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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Leah Sundheim, center, whose mother Jacquelyn was killed in a July 4 shooting, speaks at a news conference as her father Bruce, left, listens following a hearing for Robert E. Crimo III, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, at the Lake County Courthouse in Waukegan, Ill,. Crimo is charged with killing seven people and wounding dozens more in a shooting at an Independence Day parade in the suburban Chicago town of Highland Park, Ill. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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                                        WAUKEGAN, Ill. (AP) -- The man accused of killing seven people and injuring dozens more at a 2022 Independence Day parade in a Chicago suburb rejected a deal requiring him to plead guilty to seven charges of murder Wednesday in a stunning courtroom scene just days before the second anniversary of the attack.
Appearing in a Lake County courtroom, Robert E. Crimo III, 23, refused to accept the agreement that prosecutors said would mean a life sentence for him in the Highland Park shooting.
Prosecutor Ben Dillon told Judge Victoria Rossetti that attorneys had discussed an agreement requiring Crimo to plead guilty to seven counts of first-degree murder and 48 counts of aggravated battery with a firearm. He would be imprisoned for life and ineligible for release on the murder counts.
As family members of people killed and others wounded in the mass shooting watched, Rossetti asked Crimo if the agreement described was what he discussed with his attorneys. Crimo remained silent before looking back at his parents seated in a front-row bench. 

    


Defense attorneys Greg Ticsay and Anton Trizna briefly spoke with Crimo at the defense table before Rossetti suggested they go back into a private room. When they returned, the judge asked Crimo whether he wanted to go forward.


"No," he responded.
Many in the full courtroom had hoped to give statements in court Wednesday and were left baffled by the abrupt change. One man held up a middle finger to Crimo's parents as they exited the courtroom ahead of a private meeting that prosecutors held with victims. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

After the hearing, Lake County State's Attorney Eric Rinehart said his team met with the victims in support, calling it "necessary" after the hearing. He said prosecutors will be ready for trial set for February and declined to answer questions since the case remains open.
Crimo's public defenders left court without speaking with reporters. A message left at their office wasn't immediately returned Wednesday.

    


Prosecutors initially charged Crimo with 21 counts of first-degree murder -- three counts for each person killed -- as well as 48 counts of attempted murder and 48 counts of aggravated battery. 
Family members of people killed said they hoped Wednesday would bring some closure ahead of the Fourth of July holiday. Instead, they plan to refocus on a trial and accused Crimo of seeking another opportunity to hurt them and all victims. 
Some felt Crimo was looking at them, not his parents, as the silent courtroom awaited his answer about the proposed agreement. 
"It's hard, it's hard, just to come in here and see the person that took my dad, it's not something that you want to do," said Karina Mendez, whose father Eduardo Uvaldo was killed. 
Leah Sundheim's mother, Jacquelyn, also was among the victims killed. 
"All I wanted was to be able to fully grieve my mom without the looming trial, knowing that he was going to spend the rest of his life in jail," Sundheim said. "Instead, we were yet again shown his complete and blatant disregard for humans, or anyone, for all of us in that courtroom." 

    


She said now they face months of uncertainty. 
Dozens of people were wounded in the 2022 shooting. The wounded ranged in age from their 80s down to an 8-year-old boy who was left partially paralyzed.
Witnesses described initial confusion as the shots began, followed by panic as families fled the parade route through downtown Highland Park, leaving behind chairs, bicycles and strollers in the rush to find safety inside nearby businesses or homes.
The criminal case has proceeded slowly for months. At one point, Crimo insisted he wanted to fire his public defenders and represent himself. He abruptly reversed that decision weeks later.
Wednesday's hearing was announced last week, though he was not scheduled to return to court until August. Crimo sat in a wheelchair during Wednesday's hearing, a change from prior appearances where he walked into and out of the room with deputies.
Christopher Covelli, deputy chief with the Lake County Sheriff's Office, said Crimo "informed our correctional staff this morning that he was nervous and unsure if he'd be able to walk in and out of the courtroom. For that reason, he was placed in a wheelchair for his movements." 

    


Authorities have said the accused gunman confessed to police in the days after he opened fire from a rooftop in Highland Park, an affluent suburb that is home to about 30,000 people near the Lake Michigan shore. They said he initially fled to the Madison, Wisconsin, area and contemplated a second shooting at a parade there but returned to Chicago's northern suburbs.
Those killed in the attack were Katherine Goldstein, 64; Jacquelyn Sundheim, 63; Stephen Straus, 88; Nicolas Toledo-Zaragoza, 78; and Eduardo Uvaldo, 69, and married couple Kevin McCarthy, 37, and Irina McCarthy, 35. 

    


The McCarthys' 2-year-old son was found alone at the scene and eventually reunited with extended family members.
All of them were from the Highland Park area except for Toledo-Zaragoza, who was visiting family in the city from Morelos, Mexico.
The violence focused attention on Highland Park's 2013 ban on semi-automatic weapons and large-capacity magazines. Illinois officials have long contended that legal and illegal weapons are easily purchased in surrounding states, hampering even the toughest local laws' effectiveness. 
Authorities said that Crimo, a resident of nearby Highwood, legally purchased the rifle. But he first applied for a state gun license in 2019 when he was 19, too young to apply independently in Illinois. 
His father sponsored the application, though police reports show that months earlier a relative reported to police that Crimo III had threatened to "kill everyone" and had made several threats to kill himself.
Prosecutors initially charged the father, Robert Crimo Jr., with seven felony counts of reckless conduct and he pleaded guilty in November to seven misdemeanor counts of reckless conduct. He was sentenced to 60 days in jail and released early for good behavior. 
Crimo's father declined to speak with reporters following Wednesday's hearing. 
___
For more on the shooting, go to https://apnews.com/hub/highland-park-july-4-shooting

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/highland-park-parade-shooting-july-4-49f8c726d5a157b05f6f86ac3ed3a5b1
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A US journalist goes on trial in Russia on espionage charges that he and his employer deny
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            1 of 14 | Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich stands in a glass cage in a courtroom in Yekaterinburg, Russia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Fifteen months after he was arrested in the city of Yekaterinburg on espionage charges, Gershkovich returns there for his trial starting Wednesday behind closed doors. Gershkovich, his employer and the U.S. government deny the charges. (AP Photo)
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            4 of 14 | The Sverdlovsky regional court is seen while Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich attends a court session in a courtroom in Yekaterinburg, Russia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Fifteen months after he was arrested in the city of Yekaterinburg on espionage charges, Gershkovich returns there for his trial starting Wednesday, June 26, 2024, behind closed doors. Gershkovich, his employer and the U.S. government deny the charges. (AP Photo)
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            5 of 14 | Journalists enter a courtroom to take photos and videos of Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich prior to hearing in a court in Yekaterinburg, Russia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Fifteen months after he was arrested in the city of Yekaterinburg on espionage charges, Gershkovich returns there for his trial starting Wednesday, June 26, 2024, behind closed doors. Gershkovich, his employer and the U.S. government deny the charges. (AP Photo)
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            6 of 14 | Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, center, stands in a glass cage in a courtroom in Yekaterinburg, Russia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Fifteen months after he was arrested in the city of Yekaterinburg on espionage charges, Gershkovich returns there for his trial starting Wednesday, June 26, 2024, behind closed doors. Gershkovich, his employer and the U.S. government deny the charges. (AP Photo)
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            7 of 14 | FILE - Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich, right, is escorted from court in Moscow, Russia, on Friday, Jan. 26, 2024. Fifteen months after he was arrested in the city of Yekaterinburg on espionage charges, Gershkovich returns there for his trial starting Wednesday, June 26, 2024, behind closed doors. Gershkovich, his employer and the U.S. government deny the charges. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)
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            8 of 14 | The Sverdlovsky regional court is seen while Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich attends a court session in a courtroom in Yekaterinburg, Russia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Fifteen months after he was arrested in the city of Yekaterinburg on espionage charges, Gershkovich returns there for his trial starting Wednesday, June 26, 2024, behind closed doors. Gershkovich, his employer and the U.S. government deny the charges. (AP Photo)
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            9 of 14 | Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich stands in a glass cage in a courtroom in Yekaterinburg, Russia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Fifteen months after he was arrested in the city of Yekaterinburg on espionage charges, Gershkovich returns there for his trial starting Wednesday, June 26, 2024, behind closed doors. Gershkovich, his employer and the U.S. government deny the charges. (AP Photo)
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            10 of 14 | FILE - Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich speaks with his lawyers in a court in Moscow, Russia, on April 23, 2024. Fifteen months after he was arrested in the city of Yekaterinburg on espionage charges, Gershkovich returns there for his trial starting Wednesday, June 26, 2024, behind closed doors. Gershkovich, his employer and the U.S. government deny the charges. (AP Photo/Alexander Melnichenko, File)
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            11 of 14 | FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, center, visits the Uralvagonzavod factory in Nizhny Tagil, Russia, on Feb. 15, 2024. The Russian Prosecutor General's office said Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich is accused of "gathering secret information" on orders from the CIA about Uralvagonzavod that produces and repairs tanks and other military equipment. Gershkovich, his employer and the U.S. government deny the charges. (Ramil Sitdikov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            12 of 14 | FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, and U.S President Joe Biden shake hands in Geneva, Switzerland, on June 16, 2021. Biden may feel an incentive to secure Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich's release because of boasts by former President Donald Trump, who is his main challenger in this year's election, that he can easily get the journalist freed. The Kremlin says it has not been in touch with Trump. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, Pool, File)
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            13 of 14 | FILE - In this July 16, 2018, file photo, U.S. President Donald Trump, left, and Russian President Vladimir Putin shake hands in Helsinki, Finland. President Joe Biden may feel an incentive to secure Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich's release because of boasts by Trump, who is his main challenger in this year's election, that he can easily get the journalist freed. The Kremlin says it has not been in touch with Trump. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)
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            14 of 14 | FILE - A billboard calling for the release of Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich is seen in New York's Times square on the first anniversary of his jailing in Russia, on March. 29, 2024. Fifteen months after he was arrested in the city of Yekaterinburg on espionage charges, Gershkovich returns there for his trial starting Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Gershkovich, his employer and the U.S. government deny the charges. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura, File)
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                                        YEKATERINBURG, Russia (AP) -- Wall Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich went on trial behind closed doors in Yekaterinburg on Wednesday, 15 months after his arrest in the Russian city on espionage charges that he, his employer and the U.S. government vehemently deny.
The 32-year-old journalist appeared in the court in a glass defendants' cage, his head shaved and wearing a black-and-blue plaid shirt. A yellow padlock latched the cage.
Authorities arrested Gershkovich on March 29, 2023, while on a reporting trip to Yekaterinburg, in the Ural Mountains, and claimed without offering any evidence that he was gathering secret information for the U.S.
Russia has signaled the possibility of a prisoner swap involving Gershkovich, but it says a verdict -- which could take months -- would have to come first. Even after a verdict, it still could take months or years.

    


Journalists were allowed into the courtroom for a few minutes Wednesday before the proceedings were closed. Also briefly permitted in court were two consular officers from the U.S. Embassy in Moscow, according to the embassy. The White House said the officials were not able to speak with Gershkovich. 
The hearing ended after about two hours, and the next one was scheduled for Aug. 13, court officials said.




"Today our colleague Evan Gershkovich faced the Russian regime's shameful and illegitimate proceedings against him," said Almar Latour, Dow Jones CEO and publisher of the Journal, and Emma Tucker, its top editor.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's jarring to see him in yet another courtroom for a sham trial held in secret and based on fabricated accusations," the statement said. "While we are told he's doing well given the circumstances, Evan's wrongful detention continues to be a devastating assault on his freedom and his work and an unfathomable attack on the free press."
They noted he has already spent 455 days behind bars.

    


A top White House spokesman called the proceedings "nothing more than a sham trial." 
"Evan has never been employed by the United States government. Evan is not a spy. Journalism is not a crime. And Evan should never have been detained in the first place," White House national security spokesman John Kirby said Wednesday. "Russia has failed to justify Evan's continued detention. He, like fellow American Paul Whelan, is simply being used as a bargaining chip."
The American-born son of immigrants from the USSR, Gershkovich is the first Western journalist arrested on espionage charges in post-Soviet Russia. The State Department has declared him "wrongfully detained," thereby committing the government to assertively seek his release. 
The Journal has worked to keep the case in the public eye and it has become an issue in the months leading up to the U.S. presidential election. 
After his arrest, Gershkovich was held in Moscow's notoriously dismal Lefortovo Prison. He has appeared healthy during court hearings in which his appeals for release have been rejected.
"Evan has displayed remarkable resilience and strength in the face of this grim situation," U.S. Ambassador Lynne Tracy said on the first anniversary of his arrest.

    


Gershkovich faces up to 20 years in prison if the court finds him guilty, which is almost certain. Russian courts convict more than 99% of the defendants who come before them, and prosecutors can appeal sentences that they regard as too lenient, and they even can appeal acquittals. 
In addition, Russia's interpretation of what constitutes high crimes like espionage and treason is broad, with authorities often going after people who share publicly available information with foreigners and accusing them of divulging state secrets.
Paul Whelan, an American corporate security executive, was arrested in Moscow for espionage in 2018 and is serving a 16-year sentence.
Gershkovich's arrest came about a year after President Vladimir Putin pushed through laws that chilled journalists, criminalizing criticism of what the Kremlin calls a "special military operation" in Ukraine and statements seen as discrediting the military. Foreign journalists largely left after the laws' passage; many trickled back in subsequent months, but there were concerns about whether Russian authorities would act against them.

    


After he was detained, fears rose that Russia was targeting Americans as animosity between Moscow and Washington grew. Last year, Alsu Kurmasheva, a reporter with dual American-Russian citizenship for the U.S. government-funded Radio Liberty/Radio Free Europe, was arrested for alleged violation of the law requiring "foreign agents" to register.
Another dual national, Los Angeles resident Ksenia Karelina, is on trial, also in Yekaterinburg, on treason charges for allegedly raising money for a Ukrainian organization that supplied arms and ammunition to Kyiv. Several Western reporters have been forced to leave after Gershkovich's arrest because Russia refused to renew their visas.

    


With Gershkovich's trial being closed, few details of his case may become public. But the Russian Prosecutor General's office said this month that he is accused of "gathering secret information" on orders from the CIA about Uralvagonzavod, a plant about 150 kilometers (90 miles) north of Yekaterinburg that produces and repairs tanks and other military equipment.
Not only is Uralvagonzavod strategically sensitive, it's also been a nest of vehement pro-Putin sentiment where an inquisitive American could offend and alarm. In 2011, a plant manager, Igor Kholmanskikh, attracted national attention on Putin's annual call-in program by denouncing mass protests in Moscow. Putin later appointed him as his regional envoy and as a member of the National Security Council.
Asked about the trial Wednesday during a conference call with reporters, Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov refrained from comment, saying only "it's necessary to wait for the verdict."
A verdict in Gershkovich's case could be months away, because Russian trials often adjourn for weeks. The post-verdict prospects are mixed. 
Although Russia-U.S. relations are troubled because of the conflict in Ukraine, the Kremlin and Washington did work out swaps in 2022 that freed WNBA star Brittney Griner, who was serving a 9 1/2-year sentence for cannabis possession. That exchange freed the highest-value Russian prisoner in the United States, arms dealer Viktor Bout.
The countries also traded Marine veteran Trevor Reed, serving nine years in Russia for assaulting a police officer, for Russian pilot, Konstantin Yaroshenko, who had been serving a 20-year prison sentence for conspiring to smuggle cocaine.
The U.S. may not hold another strong card like Bout to swap. Putin has alluded to interest in freeing Vadim Krasikov, a Russian imprisoned in Germany for assassinating a Chechen rebel leader in Berlin, but Germany's willingness to aid in a Russia-U.S. dispute is uncertain. 
The Biden administration would also be sensitive to appearing to be giving away too much after substantial criticism for trading Bout, widely called "the Merchant of Death," for a sports figure.
But Biden may feel an incentive to secure Gershkovich's release because of boasts by former President Donald Trump, who is his main challenger in this year's election, that he can easily get the journalist freed. Putin "will do that for me, but not for anyone else," Trump claimed in May. 
The Kremlin, however, says it has not been in touch with Trump, and Peskov has previously bristled at the attention given to a possible exchange, saying "these contacts must be carried out in total secrecy."
He reaffirmed that Wednesday, adding: "It can only be repeated that this issue likes silence."
-- 
Heintz reported from Tallinn, Estonia. Lynn Berry in Washington and Dasha Litvinova in Tallinn, Estonia, contributed.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/gershkovich-russia-trial-espionage-wall-street-journal-75c2cdca103c5cd4902255dcdb372315
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Fed up with the UK Conservatives, some voters turn to the anti-immigration Reform party for answers

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    In the English coastal town of Clacton-on-Sea, many Conservative voters are considering switching to the anti-immigration Reform UK party in next week's national election. They are fed up with the governing Conservatives and agree with Reform's core message that record migration has damaged Britain. (AP video shot by Kwiyeon Ha)
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            1 of 9 | Reform UK party leader Nigel Farage speaks during an interview in Clacton-On-Sea, England, Friday, June 21, 2024. Britain votes in a national election next week at a time of high public dissatisfaction over a host of issues. Many Conservative voters are turning away from the governing party, and some are switching to anti-immigration Reform. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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Reform UK party leader Nigel Farage speaks during an interview in Clacton-On-Sea, England, Friday, June 21, 2024. Britain votes in a national election next week at a time of high public dissatisfaction over a host of issues. Many Conservative voters are turning away from the governing party, and some are switching to anti-immigration Reform. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            2 of 9 | David Allum, a Reform UK party supporter, displays placards outside the party office in Clacton-On-Sea, England, Friday, June 21, 2024. Britain votes in a national election next week at a time of high public dissatisfaction over a host of issues. Many Conservative voters are turning away from the governing party, and some are switching to anti-immigration Reform. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            3 of 9 | A Reform UK party supporter wears rosettes outside the party office in Clacton-On-Sea, England, Friday, June 21, 2024. Britain votes in a national election next week at a time of high public dissatisfaction over a host of issues. Many Conservative voters are turning away from the governing party, and some are switching to anti-immigration Reform. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 9
A Reform UK party supporter wears rosettes outside the party office in Clacton-On-Sea, England, Friday, June 21, 2024. Britain votes in a national election next week at a time of high public dissatisfaction over a host of issues. Many Conservative voters are turning away from the governing party, and some are switching to anti-immigration Reform. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 9 | A view of the pier and beach in Clacton-On-Sea, England, Friday, June 21, 2024. Many in the town feel a deep sense of disillusionment with the governing Conservatives, and some are considering voting for the anti-immigration Reform UK party in next week's national election. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            5 of 9 | Reform UK party leader Nigel Farage plays a game in an amusement arcade in Clacton-On-Sea, England, Friday, June 21, 2024. Britain votes in a national election next week at a time of high public dissatisfaction over a host of issues. Many Conservative voters are turning away from the governing party, and some are switching to anti-immigration Reform. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            6 of 9 | Dorothy Carr sits on the beachfront in Clacton-On-Sea, England, Friday, June 21, 2024. Like many others in the town, Carr feels a deep sense of disillusionment with the governing Conservatives. Instead, she says she is probably voting for the anti-immigration Reform UK party in next week's national election. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            7 of 9 | Charlie Boudica, a supporter of Britain's Reform UK party, looks on outside the party office in Clacton-On-Sea, England, Friday, June 21, 2024. Britain votes in a national election next week at a time of high public dissatisfaction over a host of issues. Many Conservative voters are turning away from the governing party, and some are switching to anti-immigration Reform. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            8 of 9 | Voters Janet and Sean Clancy stand in Clacton-On-Sea, England, Friday, June 21, 2024. Like many others in the seaside town, they feel a deep sense of disillusionment with the governing Conservatives. Instead, they will vote for the anti-immigration Reform UK party in next week's national election. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            9 of 9 | Green Party candidate Natasha Osben speaks during an interview in Clacton-On-Sea, England, Friday, June 21, 2024. Many in the town feel a deep sense of disillusionment with the governing Conservatives, and some are turning to the anti-immigration Reform UK party in next week's national election. Osben says that's not the answer. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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                                        CLACTON-ON-SEA, England (AP) -- Dorothy Carr is fed up with how things are run in her hometown. It's impossible to get a doctor's appointment through Britain's state-run health care system. Local buses have been canceled. There isn't enough public housing.
Like many others in Clacton-on-Sea -- a town on England's southeast coast where many older, white voters used to staunchly support the governing Conservatives -- the retiree feels a deep sense of disillusionment with the party. Instead, Carr says she is probably voting for the populist Reform UK party in next week's national election because she agrees with its core message: Record immigration has damaged Britain.
"This country's getting to be a joke, a complete joke," Carr said as she looked out to the sea from Clacton beach. "Nothing's like it used to be. There's just too many people. We can't handle it."

    


Britain is going to the polls to elect a new House of Commons at a time when public dissatisfaction is running high over a host of issues, from the high cost of living and a stagnating economy to a dysfunctional state health care system and crumbling infrastructure. That disillusionment has given the opposition Labour Party a significant lead in the polls -- but it has also given oxygen to Reform and its leader Nigel Farage, who is drawing growing numbers of Conservative voters with his pledge to "take our country back."




Opponents have long accused Farage of fanning racist attitudes toward migrants and condemned what they call his scapegoat rhetoric. They argue that chronic underfunding of schools, hospitals and housing under successive governments on both left and right -- particularly in poorer areas like Clacton -- is the real problem, not migrants.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


But many share Carr's views in Clacton, which recorded one of England's highest votes to leave the European Union during the 2016 Brexit referendum, when a key promise of the campaign to exit the bloc was that it would give the U.K. more control over its borders. But immigration figures have gone up, not down, post-Brexit.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

That makes Clacton fertile ground for Farage, Britain's most divisive politician and one of the chief architects of Brexit, who is running to represent the town in Parliament. Polls show Farage, who has run for Parliament seven times but never won, has a comfortable lead in the constituency.

    


"We're getting poorer. Our productivity is going down. Our public services are failing. Britain is broken and the population explosion is the main reason why," Farage told the The Associated Press in an interview at his campaign office in Clacton on Friday. 
He has dubbed this "the immigration election."
The latest official figures show that net migration -- the number of people moving to the U.K. minus the number of those moving abroad -- was 685,000 in 2023, slightly down from a record set in 2022. That's compared to levels of around 200,000 to 300,000 a year pre-pandemic.
The figures have been on an upward trend since the 1990s and climbed sharply in recent years, with a large influx of international workers, students and their dependents making up most of the numbers. 

    


Still, the Migration Observatory at Oxford University says the U.K.'s foreign-born population stood at about 14% in 2022 -- on a par with other high-income countries such as the United States and France, and much lower than, say, Australia or Canada.
"Nigel Farage is trying to weaponize the issue of immigration in quite a simple way," said Anand Menon, director of the U.K. In a Changing Europe think tank at King's College London.
Menon said while there is no doubt that high levels of immigration add extra pressure to housing, Farage's supporters ignore the economic benefits that migrants bring to key sectors including academia, technology and health and social care. 
"Migration is really important to U.K. economic growth," he said. "In areas like social care, in particular, we are massively reliant on an immigrant workforce to do jobs that British people aren't willing to do. And of course our universities benefit hugely both intellectually and financially from having foreign students who pay a higher fee than domestic students."

    


But the immigration debate in Britain often focuses on the emotive issue of the much smaller number of people who cross the English Channel in small boats, many fleeing war, famine and human rights abuses to seek asylum. They numbered about 30,000 last year.
Reform wants the U.K. to leave the European Convention on Human Rights so that asylum-seekers can be deported without interventions from rights courts. The party says it wants to freeze all "nonessential immigration" and bar international students from bringing their families with them, in order, it says, to boost wages and protect "British culture and values."
While the party does not have widespread support and is competitive in only a handful of constituencies, its message clearly resonates strongly with some voters. Retired couple Sean and Janet Clancy, who say they had voted Conservative all their lives, won't do so this time because neither the Tories nor Labour are "concentrating on England and Great Britain anymore."

    


"I think it was a good move for Nigel Farage to come along. It's really shocked the other two parties, hasn't it? We're all for it, really," Janet Clancy said.
Polls suggest immigration is an important issue for about two in five British voters -- but it is the No. 1 topic typically for older, male Conservative voters who backed Brexit, according to Keiran Pedley, director of politics at the pollster Ipsos U.K. 
"They no longer trust the Conservatives on this. They don't support their record, so they're switching to Reform," Pedley said. "People could dispute the exact scale of Reform support, but (immigration) is definitely dividing the right in this election."
Wary of Farage's growing influence, Prime Minister Rishi Sunak has made cutting immigration and stopping asylum-seekers arriving in small boats a key pledge. Authorities have tightened rules for international students and workers, but Sunak's controversial solution to "stop the boats" -- to send some migrants on a one-way trip to Rwanda as a deterrent -- has been tied up in a series of legal challenges.
And while the Conservatives have urged voters to reject Farage's inflammatory rhetoric on immigration, critics point out that the Tories, too, have hardened their language and shifted their policies to the right in response to Reform. 
During an election TV debate earlier this month, Scottish National Party leader Stephen Flynn drew applause from the audience when he said both the Conservatives -- and Labour, to a lesser degree -- were chasing Farage in a "race to the bottom on migration."
Natasha Osben, the Green Party candidate in Clacton, disputed the narrative that migrants are the reason local schools, hospitals and public housing are overstretched -- noting the town does not have many migrants. 
"People here are particularly angry because we've been left behind by the mainstream parties," she said. "Rather than putting their hands up and say, 'OK, we failed,' they've been happy to allow migration to become a scapegoat for all of those issues."
"I completely see how Nigel Farage has been able to opportunistically prey on people's valid frustration at Westminster establishments," she added. "He's come to a place where people are disillusioned, really disenfranchised, and they see him as the answer. But he's not the answer."
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court has a dozen cases still undecided, including ones that could reshape the law on everything from abortion to social media. The justices are also still weighing whether former President Donald Trump is immune from criminal prosecution in the election interference case against him, roughly two months after hearing arguments. Though the justices typically issue all of their rulings by the end of June, this term they are expected to continue into early July. 
The court heard 61 cases this term, and 12 remain unresolved.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Here's a look at some of the major undecided cases:
Presidential immunity
Donald Trump is arguing that former presidents are immune from prosecution for official acts they took in office and that the indictment he faces on charges of election interference must be dismissed.
The Supreme Court has previously ruled that former presidents can't be sued in civil cases for what they did in office, but it has never weighed in on criminal immunity.

    


The timing of the decision may be as important as the outcome. Trump's trial in Washington, D.C., may not take place before the November election, even if the court rules he is not immune.




Jan. 6, 2021
A former Pennsylvania police officer is challenging the validity of obstruction charges brought against hundreds of people who took part in the violent assault on the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. Trump faces the same charge of obstructing an official proceeding.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The issue is whether a law meant to discourage tampering with documents sought in investigations can be used against the Capitol rioters.
Emergency abortion
There's a second abortion case on the docket this year: whether doctors can provide that medical procedure in emergencies in states that banned abortion after the court overturned Roe v. Wade.
In a case out of Idaho, the Biden administration says abortions must be allowed in emergencies where a woman's health is at serious risk.

    


The state argues that its strict abortion ban does allow abortions to save a woman's life, and doesn't need to expand exceptions for health risks.
Homelessness
The most significant Supreme Court case in decades on homelessness centers on whether people can be banned from sleeping outdoors when shelter space is lacking. 
A San Francisco-based appeals court decision said that amounts to cruel and unusual punishment.
Leaders from California and across the West say that the ruling makes it harder for them to regulate homeless encampments encroaching on sidewalks and other public places. 
Advocates say it would criminalize homelessness just as rising costs have pushed the number of people without a permanent place to live to record levels.
Chevron
The justices could overturn a 40-year-old decision that has been cited thousands of times in federal court cases and used to uphold regulations on the environment, public health, workplace safety and consumer protections. The decision colloquially known as Chevron calls on judges to defer to federal regulators when the words of a statute are not crystal clear. The decision has long been targeted by conservative and business interests who say Chevron robs judges of their authority and gives too much power to regulators.

    


Social media
Two cases involve social media laws in Texas and Florida that would limit how Facebook, TikTok, X, YouTube and other social media platforms regulate content posted by their users. While the details vary, both laws aimed to address conservative complaints that the social media companies were liberal-leaning and censored users based on their viewpoints, especially on the political right.
Purdue Pharma
The Supreme Court controls the fate of a nationwide settlement with OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma that would allocate billions of dollars to combat the opioid epidemic, but also provide a legal shield for members of the Sackler family who own the company. The settlement has been on hold since last summer after the Supreme Court agreed to weigh in.
Air pollution
Republican-led, energy-producing states and the steel industry want the court to put the Environmental Protection Agency's air pollution-fighting "good neighbor" plan on hold while legal challenges continue. The plan aims to protect downwind states that receive unwanted air pollution from other states.

    


SEC
Another important regulatory case could strip the SEC of a major tool in fighting securities fraud and have far-reaching effects on other regulatory agencies. The court is being asked to rule that people facing civil fraud complaints have the right to a jury trial in federal court.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.
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            1 of 10 | A truck carrying Gaza aid is about to enter a U.S ship, at the port of Larnaca, Cyprus, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An official with the U.S. humanitarian assistance agency USAID says thousands of tons of food, medicines and other aid piled up on a Gaza beach isn't reaching those in need because of a dire security situation on the ground where truck drivers are either getting caught in the crossfire or have their cargo seized by "gang-like" groups. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            2 of 10 | Members staff of U.S Aid stand as Gaza aid on a truck is about to enter a U.S ship, at the port of Larnaca, Cyprus, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An official with the U.S. humanitarian assistance agency USAID says thousands of tons of food, medicines and other aid piled up on a Gaza beach isn't reaching those in need because of a dire security situation on the ground where truck drivers are either getting caught in the crossfire or have their cargo seized by "gang-like" groups. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            3 of 10 | A Cypriot military police officer stands guards next of the docked U.S ship carrying Gaza aid, at the port of Larnaca, Cyprus, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An official with the U.S. humanitarian assistance agency USAID says thousands of tons of food, medicines and other aid piled up on a Gaza beach isn't reaching those in need because of a dire security situation on the ground where truck drivers are either getting caught in the crossfire or have their cargo seized by "gang-like" groups. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            4 of 10 | A truck carrying Gaza aid enter a U.S ship for unloading, at the port of Larnaca, Cyprus, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An official with the U.S. humanitarian assistance agency USAID says thousands of tons of food, medicines and other aid piled up on a Gaza beach isn't reaching those in need because of a dire security situation on the ground where truck drivers are either getting caught in the crossfire or have their cargo seized by "gang-like" groups. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            5 of 10 | Members staff of U.S Aid, stand at right as a worker unloads Gaza aid from a truck inside a U.S ship at the port of Larnaca, Cyprus, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An official with the U.S. humanitarian assistance agency USAID says thousands of tons of food, medicines and other aid piled up on a Gaza beach isn't reaching those in need because of a dire security situation on the ground where truck drivers are either getting caught in the crossfire or have their cargo seized by "gang-like" groups. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            6 of 10 | A U.S soldier, right, and staff member check a Gaza aid on a truck as it enters a U.S ship to be unloaded, at the port of Larnaca, Cyprus, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An official with the U.S. humanitarian assistance agency USAID says thousands of tons of food, medicines and other aid piled up on a Gaza beach isn't reaching those in need because of a dire security situation on the ground where truck drivers are either getting caught in the crossfire or have their cargo seized by "gang-like" groups. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            7 of 10 | A truck carrying Gaza aid enter a U.S ship for unloading, at the port of Larnaca, Cyprus, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An official with the U.S. humanitarian assistance agency USAID says thousands of tons of food, medicines and other aid piled up on a Gaza beach isn't reaching those in need because of a dire security situation on the ground where truck drivers are either getting caught in the crossfire or have their cargo seized by "gang-like" groups. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            8 of 10 | A U.S. soldier stands as Gaza aid on a truck is about to enter a U.S ship, at the port of Larnaca, Cyprus, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An official with the U.S. humanitarian assistance agency USAID says thousands of tons of food, medicines and other aid piled up on a Gaza beach isn't reaching those in need because of a dire security situation on the ground where truck drivers are either getting caught in the crossfire or have their cargo seized by "gang-like" groups. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            9 of 10 | FILE - A ship is seen off the coast of Gaza near a U.S.-built floating pier that will be used to facilitate aid deliveries, as seen from the central Gaza Strip, May 16, 2024. The reconnected U.S.-built pier off the coast of the Gaza Strip cannot supply Palestinians with anywhere near the level of aid they need, the head of the World Health Organization's Eastern Mediterranean region said Monday, June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            10 of 10 | A U.S soldier inspects Gaza aid on a truck before entering a U.S ship at the port of Larnaca, Cyprus, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An official with the U.S. humanitarian assistance agency USAID says thousands of tons of food, medicines and other aid piled up on a Gaza beach isn't reaching those in need because of a dire security situation on the ground where truck drivers are either getting caught in the crossfire or have their cargo seized by "gang-like" groups. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            3 of 10 | A Cypriot military police officer stands guards next of the docked U.S ship carrying Gaza aid, at the port of Larnaca, Cyprus, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An official with the U.S. humanitarian assistance agency USAID says thousands of tons of food, medicines and other aid piled up on a Gaza beach isn't reaching those in need because of a dire security situation on the ground where truck drivers are either getting caught in the crossfire or have their cargo seized by "gang-like" groups. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            4 of 10 | A truck carrying Gaza aid enter a U.S ship for unloading, at the port of Larnaca, Cyprus, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An official with the U.S. humanitarian assistance agency USAID says thousands of tons of food, medicines and other aid piled up on a Gaza beach isn't reaching those in need because of a dire security situation on the ground where truck drivers are either getting caught in the crossfire or have their cargo seized by "gang-like" groups. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            5 of 10 | Members staff of U.S Aid, stand at right as a worker unloads Gaza aid from a truck inside a U.S ship at the port of Larnaca, Cyprus, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An official with the U.S. humanitarian assistance agency USAID says thousands of tons of food, medicines and other aid piled up on a Gaza beach isn't reaching those in need because of a dire security situation on the ground where truck drivers are either getting caught in the crossfire or have their cargo seized by "gang-like" groups. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            8 of 10 | A U.S. soldier stands as Gaza aid on a truck is about to enter a U.S ship, at the port of Larnaca, Cyprus, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An official with the U.S. humanitarian assistance agency USAID says thousands of tons of food, medicines and other aid piled up on a Gaza beach isn't reaching those in need because of a dire security situation on the ground where truck drivers are either getting caught in the crossfire or have their cargo seized by "gang-like" groups. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            9 of 10 | FILE - A ship is seen off the coast of Gaza near a U.S.-built floating pier that will be used to facilitate aid deliveries, as seen from the central Gaza Strip, May 16, 2024. The reconnected U.S.-built pier off the coast of the Gaza Strip cannot supply Palestinians with anywhere near the level of aid they need, the head of the World Health Organization's Eastern Mediterranean region said Monday, June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana, File)
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            10 of 10 | A U.S soldier inspects Gaza aid on a truck before entering a U.S ship at the port of Larnaca, Cyprus, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An official with the U.S. humanitarian assistance agency USAID says thousands of tons of food, medicines and other aid piled up on a Gaza beach isn't reaching those in need because of a dire security situation on the ground where truck drivers are either getting caught in the crossfire or have their cargo seized by "gang-like" groups. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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                                        LARNACA, Cyprus (AP) -- Thousands of tons of food, medicines and other aid piled up on a beach in war-torn Gaza is not reaching those in need because of a dire security situation and lawlessness on the ground, a U.S. aid official said Wednesday. 
Truck drivers are getting caught in the crossfire or have their cargo seized by marauding "gang-like" groups, said Doug Strope, with the U.S. Agency for International Development. 
The sense of desperation gripping ordinary Palestinians is only compounded by the combination of Gaza being an active combat zone and a prevailing "general sense of lawlessness," Stropes told The Associated Press. 
The security "that's needed for the humanitarians to work is what's really lacking right now," the USAID official added.
The remarks are the latest amid international criticism over Israel's campaign against Hamas as Gaza faces severe and widespread hunger. The eight-month war has largely cut off the flow of food, medicine and basic goods to Gaza, and people there are now totally dependent on aid. 

    


The war was triggered by Hamas' Oct. 7 attack in which the militants stormed into southern Israel, killed some 1,200 people and took about 250 hostage. Since then Israel's ground offensives and bombardments have killed more than 37,600 people in Gaza, according to the territory's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between combatants and civilians in its count. 




Over 80% of the territory's 2.3 million people have been displaced. Palestinians in Gaza are heavily reliant on U.N. aid, which has only trickled in after Israel in early May expanded its offensive into Rafah, Gaza's southernmost city, shutting down a major land crossing and slowing deliveries from another one. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Meanwhile, the U.N. food agency has suspended aid delivery from a U.S.-built pier linked to Gaza's coastline due to security concerns after the Israeli military appeared to use the area in a June 8 hostage rescue. 

    


The World Food Program is currently reviewing the security around the beach area so that deliveries can resume "very soon," Stropes said.
Since June 25, ships have delivered almost 7,000 metric tons (7,716 U.S. tons) of humanitarian assistance from the Mediterranean island nation of Cyprus to Gaza via the pier -- but only 1,000 metric tons (1,102 U.S. tons) have so far reached Palestinians. The rest is being stored on a stretch of beach by the pier, he said. 
Scenes of desperate people randomly grabbing what they can off the trucks and the reported "gang-like activity" in which looting has become "more organized and systemic," are undermining aid efforts, he added. 
Still, aid donated by the United Kingdom, the United Arab Emirates and other European countries, continues to be shipped to Gaza from the Cypriot port of Larnaca to the pier. 
On Wednesday, the U.S. navy ship MV Cape Trinity was being loaded with hundreds of pallets of aid carried onboard by trucks that drive through scanners inspected by both Cypriot and Israeli customs officials. U.S. military officials said that no contraband of any sort has so far been identified among the cargo. 

    


Jordanian Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi warned on Wednesday during a visit to Athens that 96% of Gaza residents "are suffering from conditions that can't be accepted humanitarianly," according to a report by the food analysis agency Integrated Food Security Phase Classification. 
In Cyprus, Foreign Minister Constantinos Kombos acknowledged the difficulties of the maritime corridor -- a complex "mega-project" from Larnaca, across the Mediterranean Sea to the pier in Gaza, untried before on this scale anywhere else. 
"There is no alternative, inaction or inertia in this kind of situation is not an option," Kombos told reporters.
U.S. Ambassador to Cyprus Julie Fisher said the pier was built because of the urgency of the need to get food and medicine into Gaza.
"Last month alone, the assistance that went through this maritime corridor, we know it reached a million Palestinians in Gaza," Fisher said after talks with Kombos. "Undoubtedly, it has challenges. We also know that it is making a difference. We know we can do more."
___
Associated Press senior video producer Thedora Tongas in Athens contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Gaza at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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A signature Biden law aimed to boost renewable energy. It also helped a solar company reap billions
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            1 of 3 | FILE - Workers continue to build rows of solar panels at a Mesquite Solar 1 facility under construction in Arlington, Ariz., Sept. 30, 2011. One of President Joe Biden's signature laws aimed to invigorate renewable energy manufacturing in the U.S. It will also helped a solar panel company reap billions of dollars. Arizona-based First Solar is one of the biggest early winners from the Democrats' Inflation Reduction Act, offering a textbook case of how the inside influence game works in Washington.(AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File)
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            2 of 3 | FILE - President Joe Biden speaks in the East Room at the White House in Washington, June 4, 2024. One of Biden's signature laws aimed to invigorate renewable energy manufacturing in the U.S. It will also helped a solar panel company reap billions of dollars. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            3 of 3 | FILE - First Solar Inc's corporate headquarters are seen April 18, 2012, in Tempe, Ariz. One of President Joe Biden's signature laws aimed to invigorate renewable energy manufacturing in the U.S. It will also helped a solar panel company reap billions of dollars. Arizona-based First Solar is one of the biggest early winners from the Democrats' Inflation Reduction Act, offering a textbook case of how the inside influence game works in Washington. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- As he campaigned for the presidency, Joe Biden promised to spend billions of dollars to "save the world" from climate change. One of the largest players in the solar industry was ready.
Executives, officials and major investors in First Solar, the largest domestic maker of solar panels, donated at least $2 million to Democrats in 2020, including $1.5 million to Biden's successful bid for the White House. After he won, the company spent $2.8 million more lobbying his administration and Congress, records show -- an effort that included high-level meetings with top administration officials.
The strategy was a dramatic departure from the Arizona-based company's posture under then-President Donald Trump, whom corporate officials publicly called out as hostile toward renewable energy. It has also paid massive dividends as First Solar became perhaps the biggest beneficiary of an estimated $1 trillion in environmental spending enacted under the Inflation Reduction Act, a major piece of legislation Biden signed into law in 2022 after it cleared Congress solely with Democratic votes.

    


Since then, First Solar's stock price has doubled and its profits have soared thanks to new federal subsidies that could be worth as much as $10 billion over a decade. The success has also delivered a massive windfall to a small group of Democratic donors who invested heavily in the company.




Big returns 
Ahead of what is shaping up to be a tight race for the White House this year, Biden and his fellow Democrats point to the sprawling legislation as an example of investing in alternative energy in ways that will help the environment and lift the economy. But First Solar offers an example of how the same piece of legislation, shaped by a team of lobbyists and potentially influenced by a flood of campaign cash, can yield mammoth returns for the well-connected.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


First Solar's top lobbyist, Samantha Sloan, offered a revealing glimpse of the company's reach after a bill signing celebration.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Those of us who've worked on this know that none of this would have been possible without the dedication and collaboration of a group of Congressional staffers who worked long hours" to ensure that the law would "deliver as intended," she posted on LinkedIn alongside a photo of herself beaming on the White House South Lawn.

    


Angelo Fernandez Hernandez, a White House spokesperson, did not directly address First Solar's efforts to curry favor with the Biden administration. 
"President Biden has led and delivered on the most ambitious climate agenda in history, restoring America's climate leadership at home and abroad," Fernandez Hernandez said in a statement. "The White House regularly engages with industry leaders across all sectors, including clean energy manufacturers and gas and oil producers." 
In a statement, First Solar CEO Mark Widmar said the new subsidies have helped build the company's domestic footprint. He also took a swipe at some of First Solar's rivals with ties to China, which dominates the industry. 

    


"Unlike others who routinely spend substantially more lobbying on behalf of Chinese companies that circumvent US laws and deepen strategic vulnerabilities, our interests lie in a diverse, competitive domestic solar manufacturing base supporting American jobs, economic value, and energy security," Widmar said. 
Founded in 1999 by a private equity group that included a Walmart fortune heir, First Solar went public in 2006, the same year former Vice President Al Gore's movie "An Inconvenient Truth" helped raise consciousness about the threat of climate change. Company officials cultivated a constituency with Democrats during Barack Obama's administration, which in turn subsidized their industry -- and First Solar -- through billions of dollars in government-backed loans.
When the Biden administration started writing rules to implement the Democrats' new law, First Solar executives and lobbyists met at least four times in late 2022 and 2023 with administration officials, including John Podesta, who oversaw the measure's environmental provisions. One of the more intimate gatherings was attended by Podesta, Widmar and Sloan, as well as First Solar's contract lobbyist, Claudia James, an old friend of Podesta's who worked for decades at a lobbying firm run by Podesta's brother, Tony, records show. 

    


Widmar and Sloan also attended a September 2022 celebration at the White House, according to records and social media posts, with Sloan praising the new law as "one of the most consequential pieces of legislation of our lifetimes." 
A consequential law
The law has been consequential for First Solar. 
The company will benefit from billions of dollars in lucrative tax credits for domestic clean energy manufacturers -- a policy aimed at putting the U.S. on a more competitive footing with green energy giant China. Though intended to reward clean energy businesses, the credits can also be sold on the open market to companies that have little to do with fighting climate change. 

    


Last December, First Solar agreed to sell roughly $650 million of these credits to a tech company -- providing a massive influx of cash, courtesy of the U.S. government. 
Investors in the company, including a handful of major Democratic donors, have also benefited as First Solar's share price soars. 
Farhad "Fred" Ebrahimi, co-founder of the software company Quark, was added to Forbes billionaires list in 2023 thanks to the skyrocketing value of his roughly 5% stake in First Solar, financial disclosures show. Ebrahimi, along with his wife and family, contributed at least $1 million to Biden's 2020 election effort, according to campaign finance disclosures.
Lukas T. Walton, an heir to the Walmart fortune, held a 4.9% interest in the company, according to financial disclosures from 2020. Walton donated $360,000 to Biden's 2020 campaign, as well as $100,000 to his 2021 inauguration, campaign finance records show. 
A breakthrough
For a period, there were real doubts about whether Democrats could reach a consensus and approve the bill, which had stalled in the Senate in late 2021. A breakthrough came the following July when Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer of New York and holdout Sen. Joe Manchin of West Virginia began secret negotiations in hopes of reviving it. 
A day after the two lawmakers began meeting, Democratic megadonor Jim Simons, an enthusiastic backer of the party's green energy efforts, gave $2.5 million to Schumer's super PAC, which spends tens of millions of dollars each election season supporting Senate Democrats.
Renaissance Technologies, a hedge fund founded by Simons, also started buying First Solar shares. The hedge fund purchased 60,000 shares between July, when Schumer was privately negotiating with Manchin, and September, when Biden held a celebration after signing the bill, financial filings show. The fund eventually increased its position to 1.5 million shares, which it sold in 2023 after the company's stock price price shot up. 
Simons, who died in May, was no ordinary donor. His family contributed $25 million to Democrats in 2022, records show. And in the past, he had said that he helped Schumer craft legislation and called the New York Democrat as "a pretty good friend of mine," according to a 2020 oral history interview with the American Institute of Physics. 
A spokesperson for Schumer said the Senate leader did not speak with Simons about the negotiations. 
"At Sen. Manchin's request no one outside of Sen. Schumer's staff or Sen. Manchin's staff was told about the negotiations," the spokesperson said. A Manchin spokesperson did not respond to a request for comment. 
A representative for Renaissance Strategies said the hedge fund uses computer-based trading strategies that "do not involve human stock-picking."
Investments in alternative energy
Democrats' investments in alternative energy companies have not always panned out. The 2011 bankruptcy of Solyndra, which had received a $500 million government-backed loan, became a rallying cry for Republicans. 
It also drew a spotlight to First Solar, whose chairman was called to testify before the GOP-controlled House Oversight Committee in 2012, when he was grilled about strong-arm tactics used to secure over $2 billion in loans from the Obama administration for projects First Solar was involved with.
In an email turned over to House Republicans, a First Solar executive pressured the Department of Energy for the financing, suggesting that otherwise a Mesa, Arizona, factory that Obama administration officials were eager to tout may not be built. 
"A failure to receive" approval could "jeopardize construction" and "frankly, undermine the rationale for a new manufacturing center in Arizona," the former executive wrote in 2011.
The loans were granted. The factory, however, was never completed. 
First Solar spokesman Reuven Proenca said the decision was driven by a solar industry downturn and the company also shuttered a factory in Germany. 
More recently, the company paid $350 million to settle a securities fraud lawsuit -- an agreement announced shortly before the case was set to go to trial. The company denied wrongdoing and the settlement in 2020 included no admission of liability. 
Details included in the case file offer a damning portrait. Investors accused company officials of lying about the scope of a defect that caused panels to fail prematurely, court records state. It was a decision, investors argued, driven by company executives' desire to preserve First Solar's stock price. 
But while First Solar officials downplayed the extent of the problem, some of them dumped personally held stock, according to court records. Mark Ahearn, the company's founder and chairman, alone sold off more than $427 million in shares before the extent of the defect was made public and the stock tumbled. The ordeal ultimately cost the company $260 million to fix, court records state. 
Proenca, the First Solar spokesman, said the company settled the case to "focus on driving the business forward." 
Because First Solar is the biggest U.S.-based solar manufacturer, green energy advocates say Biden faces no other choice than subsidizing the company if he wants to meet his ambitious climate goals while becoming more competitive with China. 
"Hopefully they've reformed," said Pat Parenteau, an emeritus professor at Vermont Law School and a senior fellow at the Environmental Law Center. "They may be an imperfect vehicle. But the reality is we desperately need them."
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Rep. Lauren Boebert wins GOP primary after switching Colorado districts; Hurd, Crank also notch wins

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    U.S. Rep. Lauren Boebert won Tuesday's Republican primary in a U.S. House race that she jumped into last year, surviving a scandal over a video of her at a Denver theater and accusations of carpetbagging after fleeing what could have been a tough reelection bid in her current district.
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            1 of 18 | U.S. Congresswoman Lauren Boebert, R-Colo., speaks to reporters during a primary election watch party Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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U.S. Congresswoman Lauren Boebert, R-Colo., speaks to reporters during a primary election watch party Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            3 of 18 | U.S. Rep. Lauren Boebert, R-Colo., speaks to reporters during a primary election watch party, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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U.S. Rep. Lauren Boebert, R-Colo., speaks to reporters during a primary election watch party, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            4 of 18 | Rep. Lauren Boebert, R-Colo., arranges a Make America Great Again hat and a pair of gold Converse All-Stars basketball shoes on the stage at her primary election watch party Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (Hart Van Denburg/Colorado Public Radio via AP)
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Rep. Lauren Boebert, R-Colo., arranges a Make America Great Again hat and a pair of gold Converse All-Stars basketball shoes on the stage at her primary election watch party Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (Hart Van Denburg/Colorado Public Radio via AP)
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U.S. Congresswoman Lauren Boebert, R-Colo., speaks to reporters during a primary election watch party Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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U.S. Congresswoman Lauren Boebert, R-Colo., speaks to reporters during a primary election watch party Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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U.S. Rep. Lauren Boebert, R-Colo., speaks to supporters during a primary election watch party, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            12 of 18 | U.S. Rep. Lauren Boebert, R-Colo., Lauren Boebert speaks to supporters during a primary election watch party, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 18
U.S. Rep. Lauren Boebert, R-Colo., Lauren Boebert speaks to supporters during a primary election watch party, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            13 of 18 | U.S. Rep. Lauren Boebert, center, R-Colo., jokes with supporters as a group photograph is taken during a primary election watch party, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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U.S. Rep. Lauren Boebert, center, R-Colo., jokes with supporters as a group photograph is taken during a primary election watch party, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            14 of 18 | Republican congresswoman Lauren Boebert, center, greets supporters during a primary election watch party, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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Republican congresswoman Lauren Boebert, center, greets supporters during a primary election watch party, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            15 of 18 | Republican congresswoman Lauren Boebert greets supporters during a primary election watch party, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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Republican congresswoman Lauren Boebert greets supporters during a primary election watch party, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            16 of 18 | Republican congresswoman Lauren Boebert, left, confers with her campaign manager Drew Sexton while circulating among supporters during a primary election watch party Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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Republican congresswoman Lauren Boebert, left, confers with her campaign manager Drew Sexton while circulating among supporters during a primary election watch party Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            17 of 18 | Republican congresswoman Lauren Boebert, right, is greeted by a supporter during a primary election watch party Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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Republican congresswoman Lauren Boebert, right, is greeted by a supporter during a primary election watch party Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Windsor, Colo. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            18 of 18 | FILE - Chairman of the Colorado Republican Party Dave Williams speaks in front of the U.S. Supreme Court, Feb. 8, 2024, in Washington. Republican candidate Williams is running in Colorado's 5th Congressional District as he faces condemnation from his own ranks over anti-LGBTQ+ emails and using his position as state GOP chairman to boost his own campaign. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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FILE - Chairman of the Colorado Republican Party Dave Williams speaks in front of the U.S. Supreme Court, Feb. 8, 2024, in Washington. Republican candidate Williams is running in Colorado's 5th Congressional District as he faces condemnation from his own ranks over anti-LGBTQ+ emails and using his position as state GOP chairman to boost his own campaign. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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                                        DENVER (AP) -- U.S. Rep. Lauren Boebert won Tuesday's Republican primary in a U.S. House race that she jumped into last year, surviving a scandal over a video of her at a Denver theater and accusations of carpetbagging after fleeing what could have been a tough reelection bid in her current district. 
Boebert's resounding win over four other candidates in the new district across the state from where she lived before showcased her political cachet among Republicans and positions her for a likely easy win in the November general election. It was also a victory for the far-right flank of the House GOP, a group that takes no prisoners, makes no concessions and stays on the attack. 
Taking the stage at her election night victory party, Boebert wore a pair of reflective gold sneakers sold by former President Donald Trump and a white "Make America Great Again" hat with his signature across the bill.

    


"America will rise again, and I am so excited that you all are here to be a part of it with me," Boebert said to applause.
Boebert responded to questions about her switch to the 4th District by saying, "While the crops may be slightly different here in CD4, the values are not."


She promised to fight for policies including shutting down the southern border and also signaled that she intends to continue her combative style.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


"A lot of folks criticize my approach on things," Boebert said, "but I learned very early on in Washington, D.C., that nothing happens without force."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In two other closely watched Republican contests, Attorney Jeff Hurd won the primary for the 3rd District seat currently held by Boebert, and political consultant and talk radio host Jeff Crank defeated Colorado GOP Chairman Dave Williams, who was endorsed by Trump, in the 5th District.
Boebert built national hard-line conservative stardom that likely made it easier for her to weather the scandals of the last year, which included the video of her vaping and causing a disturbance at a musical production of "Beetlejuice." 

    


While the theater incident and district jump rattled some Republicans, Gilbert Kendzior shrugged them off, saying, "Who's perfect?"
Kendzior said he voted for Boebert because she shakes things up. "It's gotten too staid. Same promises, nothing happens," he said. "We need to get rid of the old farts."
On Tuesday she beat a group of more traditional, homegrown primary candidates who had far less name recognition and generally less combative political styles: former state Sen. Jerry Sonnenberg; current state Reps. Mike Lynch and Richard Holtorf; and parental rights advocate Deborah Flora.
Sonnenberg congratulated Boebert and pledged to support her, saying, "I look forward to helping her win this seat in November and then being a resource to her on rural issues in this district." 
The 4th District, which sweeps across a wide expanse of ranches, ghost towns and conservative parts of the Denver metro area that make up much of the plains of eastern Colorado, overwhelmingly went for Trump in the 2020 election.

    


The seat opened up after former Republican Rep. Ken Buck resigned, citing the divisiveness of today's politics and his party's devotion to Trump. In a special election Tuesday to fill the remaining months of Buck's term, Republican Greg Lopez, a former mayor of the city of Parker, beat a Democrat and third-party candidates. 
In the 5th District, which is home to the city of Colorado Springs, Crank bested Williams after the latter faced condemnation from fellow Republicans over his leadership including the use of party resources to boost his own campaign.
Crank said Tuesday night that he looks forward to being his district's conservative voice in Congress and urged Republicans to unite behind Trump, posting on the social platform X: "We have a country to save from Joe Biden's Open Border Crisis and the failure of the Democrats' economic policy." 
Williams, a former state representative, has tried to realign the state GOP with the far-right flank of the national party. In recent GOP communications, he called people celebrating Gay Pride Month "godless groomers" and urged people to burn pride flags.

    


Crank is a more traditional Republican, less inclined toward fiery invective and the party's hard-right wing.
A complaint against Williams with the Federal Elections Commission alleges that he used the state party email list to announce his campaign for Congress and spent party money on mailers that included an attack on Crank.
The race is to fill the seat of Republican Rep. Doug Lamborn, who did not seek reelection. As in the 4th District, the winner of the Republican-friendly 5th District will be favored in the general election. 
Another GOP House race watched at the national level was the 8th District, newly minted after redistricting in 2021 and hotly contested with voters roughly split between the two major parties.

    


Republican state Rep. Gabe Evans, a former police officer, defeated former state Rep. Janak Joshi, a retired physician, in the race to challenge Democratic incumbent Yadira Caraveo. Caraveo won the 8th District, which stretches north of Denver, by fewer than 2,000 votes in 2022. 
Evans will likely benefit from a windfall of support from the National Republican Campaign Committee, which is intent on defending the party's thin House majority.
And farther to the west, among the Rocky Mountains and high desert mesas, Hurd won the GOP primary for the 3rd District, home to Boebert's current seat. 
Hurd, a softer-spoken and less hard-line conservative, will face Democrat Adam Frisch, who lost to Boebert by only 546 votes in 2022. That narrow margin was largely attributed to Boebert's divisiveness among voters, and Hurd is considered to have the advantage in the general election in the Republican-leaning district.
Still, Frisch's near victory in 2022, which caught national attention and showed donors he had a path to flip the seat, has helped him raise over $13 million. It's one of the biggest House campaign chests in the nation and far overshadows Hurd's $1 million.
Despite that, Frisch labeled Hurd as a "corporate lawyer funded by corporate PAC money."
"My presumptive opponent won't have the backbone to stand up to Washington interests," Frisch said in a statement.
Hurd thanked voters for their support.
"On to the general election in November, where a brighter future for Colorado families will be on the ballot," he said on X.
In the primary, Hurd defeated former Republican state Rep. Ron Hanks; Stephen Varela, a former Democrat who switched parties; businessman Lew Webb; and financial adviser Russ Andrews. 
___
This article has been updated to correct the spelling of Rep. Caraveo's first name to Yadira, instead of Yadiro.
___
Jesse Bedayn is a corps member for the Associated Press/Report for America Statehouse News Initiative. Report for America is a nonprofit national service program that places journalists in local newsrooms to report on undercovered issues.
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George Latimer, a pro-Israel centrist, defeats Rep. Jamaal Bowman in New York Democratic primary

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    George Latimer, a pro-Israel centrist, defeated U.S. Rep. Jamaal Bowman on Tuesday in a Democratic primary in suburban New York that highlighted the party's deep divisions over the war in Gaza.
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            1 of 25 | Westchester County Executive George Latimer speaks at his election night party, Tuesday, June 25, 2024 in White Plains, N.Y. (AP Photo/Jeenah Moon)
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Westchester County Executive George Latimer speaks at his election night party, Tuesday, June 25, 2024 in White Plains, N.Y. (AP Photo/Jeenah Moon)
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            2 of 25 | Rep. Jamaal Bowman, D-N.Y. speaks during an election night watch party on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Yonkers, N.Y. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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Rep. Jamaal Bowman, D-N.Y. speaks during an election night watch party on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Yonkers, N.Y. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            3 of 25 | Westchester County Executive George Latimer speaks at his election night party, Tuesday, June 25, 2024 in White Plains, N.Y. (AP Photo/Jeenah Moon)
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            4 of 25 | Rep. Jamaal Bowman, D-N.Y. speaks during an election night watch party on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Yonkers, N.Y. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 25
Rep. Jamaal Bowman, D-N.Y. speaks during an election night watch party on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Yonkers, N.Y. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            5 of 25 | Westchester County Executive George Latimer speaks at his election night party in White Plains, N.Y., Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeenah Moon)
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Westchester County Executive George Latimer speaks at his election night party in White Plains, N.Y., Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeenah Moon)
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            6 of 25 | FILE --Westchester County Executive George Latimer campaigns at a train station in White Plains, NY, June 13, 2024. Latimer is running in the Democratic primary against incumbent Jamaal Bowman to represent New York's 16th Congressional District in the U.S. House of Representatives. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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            7 of 25 | FILE - Rep. Jamaal Bowman, D-N.Y., talks at a campaign stop in White Plains, N.Y., on June 11, 2024. Bowman faces Westchester County Executive George Latimer in Tuesday's primary election. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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FILE - Rep. Jamaal Bowman, D-N.Y., talks at a campaign stop in White Plains, N.Y., on June 11, 2024. Bowman faces Westchester County Executive George Latimer in Tuesday's primary election. (AP Photo/Ted Shaffrey, File)
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            8 of 25 | Westchester County Executive George Latimer takes a photo with his supporter at his election night party in White Plains, NY, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeenah Moon)
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Westchester County Executive George Latimer takes a photo with his supporter at his election night party in White Plains, NY, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeenah Moon)
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            9 of 25 | Rep. Jamaal Bowman, D-N.Y. embraces his supporters during an election night watch party on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Yonkers, N.Y. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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Rep. Jamaal Bowman, D-N.Y. embraces his supporters during an election night watch party on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Yonkers, N.Y. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            10 of 25 | Westchester County Executive George Latimer speaks at his election night party in White Plains, N.Y., Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Jeenah Moon)
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            11 of 25 | Rep. Jamaal Bowman, D-N.Y. speaks during an election night watch party on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Yonkers, N.Y. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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Rep. Jamaal Bowman, D-N.Y. speaks during an election night watch party on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Yonkers, N.Y. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            14 of 25 | Rep. Jamaal Bowman, D-N.Y. speaks during an election night watch party on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Yonkers, N.Y. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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Rep. Jamaal Bowman, D-N.Y. speaks during an election night watch party on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Yonkers, N.Y. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            15 of 25 | Supporters listen to Rep. Jamaal Bowman's, D-N.Y., speech during a primary election night watch party on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Yonkers, New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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Supporters listen to Rep. Jamaal Bowman's, D-N.Y., speech during a primary election night watch party on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Yonkers, New York. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            16 of 25 | Rep. Jamaal Bowman, D-N.Y. speaks during an election night watch party on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Yonkers, N.Y. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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Rep. Jamaal Bowman, D-N.Y. speaks during an election night watch party on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Yonkers, N.Y. (AP Photo/Yuki Iwamura)
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            17 of 25 | FILE -- John Avlon attends The Hollywood Reporter's annual Most Powerful People in Media cocktail reception, at The Pool, April 11, 2019, in New York. Avlon is the incumbent Democrat candidate for Congress in New York's District 1. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            18 of 25 | This undated photo, provided by Goroff for Congress, June 10, 2024, shows Nancy Goroff, a Democrat candidate for Congress in New York's District 1. (Courtesy Goroff for Congress via AP)
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            19 of 25 | This undated photo, provided by Mannion for New York, June 10, 2024, shows John Mannion, Democrat candidate for Congress in New York's District 22. (Courtesy Mannion for New York via AP)
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This undated photo, provided by Mannion for New York, June 10, 2024, shows John Mannion, Democrat candidate for Congress in New York's District 22. (Courtesy Mannion for New York via AP)
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FILE -- This photo provided July 28, 2022, shows Sarah Klee Hood, a Democrat candidate for New York's 22nd Congressional district. (Sarah Klee Hood via AP)
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            21 of 25 | FILE -- Rep. Claudia Tenney, R-N.Y., calls for impeaching Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas during a news conference on Capitol Hill, Feb. 1, 2023, in Washington. Tenney is the incumbent Republican candidate in New York's District 24. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon, File)
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            22 of 25 | FILE -- Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y., is seen during a meeting at the Chhaya Community Development Corporation, July 6, 2022, in the Jackson Heights neighborhood of the Queens borough of New York. Ocasio-Cortez is the incumbent candidate for Congress in New York's District 14. (AP Photo/Mary Altaffer, File)
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            23 of 25 | This undated photo, provided by Marty Dolan for Congress, June 10, 2024, shows Marty Dolan, Democrat candidate for Congress in New York's District 14. (Rick Lash/Courtesy Marty Dolan for Congress via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    23 of 25
This undated photo, provided by Marty Dolan for Congress, June 10, 2024, shows Marty Dolan, Democrat candidate for Congress in New York's District 14. (Rick Lash/Courtesy Marty Dolan for Congress via AP)
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            24 of 25 | FILE -- Rep.-elect Daniel Goldman, D-N.Y., walks on Capitol Hill on the opening day of the 118th Congress at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, Jan 3, 2023. Goldman is a Democrat candidate for Congress in New York's 10th District. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)
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FILE -- Rep.-elect Daniel Goldman, D-N.Y., walks on Capitol Hill on the opening day of the 118th Congress at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, Jan 3, 2023. Goldman is a Democrat candidate for Congress in New York's 10th District. (AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster, File)
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            25 of 25 | This undated photo, provided by Bruno for Congress, Tuesday, June 11, 2024, shows Bruno Grandsard, Democrat candidate for Congress in New York's District 10. (Courtesy Bruno for Congress via AP)
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                                        George Latimer, a pro-Israel centrist, defeated U.S. Rep. Jamaal Bowman on Tuesday in a Democratic primary in suburban New York that highlighted the party's deep divisions over the war in Gaza.
With the victory, Latimer has ousted one of the most liberal voices in Congress and one of its most outspoken critics of Israel. Bowman has accused Israel of committing genocide in Gaza, where thousands of Palestinians have died in military strikes.
Latimer, who got into the race at the urging of Jewish leaders and had heavy financial backing from the American Israel Public Affairs Committee, is a former state legislator who has served as Westchester County executive since 2018. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports on a very expensive Democratic primary race in New York being closely watched around the country.

    

In a victory speech, Latimer called for more civility following the contentious election. 
"We have to fight to make sure we don't vilify each other and we remember that we're all Americans, and our common future is bound together," he told supporters at an event in White Plains. 

    


"We argue, we debate, we find a way to come together," he said, adding that all representatives had a duty to find ways to work across political divides and prevent the country from splintering.




Bowman had been seeking a third term, representing a district in New York City's northern suburbs. His defeat is a blow to the party's progressive wing and a potential cautionary tale for candidates trying to shape their messaging around the Israel-Hamas conflict.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


His loss also disrupted what has generally been a stable primary season for congressional incumbents. Most current members of Congress have been able to repel challenges from within their party, though GOP Rep. Bob Good is in a tight contest with a rival backed by Donald Trump in a race that is too close to call. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This movement has always been about justice. It has always been about humanity. It has always been about equality," Bowman said at his election party in Yonkers, conceding that he lost the race but remaining unapologetic about his opposition to the war in Gaza. 

    


The American Israel Public Affairs Committee's political action committee spent nearly $15 million on the primary, filling airwaves and mailboxes with negative ads in an effort to unseat Bowman, who has accused the influential pro-Israel lobbying group of trying to buy the race.
"The outcome in this race once again shows that the pro-Israel position is both good policy and good politics -- for both parties," the American Israel Public Affairs Committee said in a statement. 
Some major progressive figures have rushed to Bowman's defense. In the final stretch of the race, he rallied with liberals Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez and Sen. Bernie Sanders, while Latimer pulled in the endorsement of former presidential candidate and former New York Sen. Hillary Clinton.
On Israel, both Bowman and Latimer support a two-state solution. They have also both condemned Hamas' Oct. 7 attack on southern Israel that killed around 1,200 people. But Bowman was one of a few progressives who rejected a symbolic House resolution in support of Israel following the Oct. 7 attack. Latimer firmly backs Israel and said negotiating a cease-fire with Hamas is a non-starter because he believes it is a terrorist group.

    


Bowman was first elected in 2020 after running as a liberal insurgent against moderate U.S. Rep. Eliot Engel, a 16-term congressman who chaired a House committee on foreign affairs. Bowman, 48, embraced the political outsider strategy this year as well, depicting Latimer as a tool of Republican donors and pro-Israel groups.
Latimer said Bowman's criticism of Israel was only part of the reason why he decided to challenge the incumbent. He said Bowman hasn't been attentive to the needs of the district, maintained few relationships with its leaders, and was more interested in getting spots on cable news than he was in helping people.
During the campaign, Latimer, who has more than three decades of political experience, often displayed his deep regional knowledge and connections to make the case that he would be an effective member of Congress. Latimer has said that's the sort of politics people expect from their elected officials, rather than caustic fights between the far right and far left -- a clear dig at Bowman.

    


Aside from his position on Israel, Bowman has been followed by lingering criticism over an incident last year when he triggered a fire alarm in a House building while lawmakers were working on a funding bill. He said it was unintentional, with the alarm going off when he tried to open a locked door while trying to vote. Bowman was censured by his colleagues in the House, and the incident drew embarrassing news coverage.
The congressional district's boundaries have shifted since Bowman first won office in 2020, losing most of its sections in the Bronx and adding more of Westchester County's suburbs.

    


Today, 21% of its voting-age population is Black and 42% is non-Hispanic white, according to U.S. Census figures, compared to 30% Black and 34% white in the district as it existed through 2022. Bowman is Black. Latimer is white.
Bowman, as the election neared, focused on driving up turnout in what parts of the Bronx remain in his district, telling supporters there that the contest could hinge on their votes. He spent the bulk of his election day in the Bronx, too, and a video posted to the social media site X showed Bowman walking down a street in the Bronx with a drum line behind him on Tuesday.
Latimer, 70, will be the prohibitive favorite to win in the general election. The district, which includes parts of Westchester and a small piece of the Bronx, is a Democratic stronghold.
Nationally, Democratic Party leaders have emphasized moving toward centrist candidates who might fare better in suburban races.
Also on Tuesday, Democratic voters on Long Island picked former CNN anchor John Avlon as the candidate who will challenge incumbent Republican Rep. Nick LaLota in a district that's been controlled by the GOP for a decade.
Avlon defeated retired chemistry professor Nancy Goroff in the Democratic primary. The Long Island congressional district has become a priority for Democrats as the party tries to flip suburban seats in New York as part of a strategy to win a House majority. 
But winning the seat could be an uphill battle for Democrats in November, after Democratic state lawmakers changed its borders during redistricting to make it slightly more friendly to Republicans to improve their chances in other districts. 
In central New York, Democrats picked state Sen. John Mannion as the party's nominee to take on U.S. Rep. Brandon Williams, a Republican who represents a recently reconfigured congressional district where President Joe Biden beat Trump by 11 points in the 2020 election. Mannion defeated Sarah Klee Hood, a town councilor in the Syracuse suburb of Dewitt.
In another race, incumbent U.S. Rep. Claudia Tenney thwarted a primary challenge from Mario Fratto, an attorney and businessman who had previously lost to Tenney in the last primary election for the safely Republican seat located along Lake Ontario.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/bowman-latimer-democratic-primary-congress-new-york-f751616f7f69df439a6080dc6c23e385
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            1 of 2 | A shadow is cast on a court during the first round of play at the 2012 U.S. Open tennis tournament, Monday, Aug. 27, 2012, in New York. An outside review of the U.S. Tennis Association's safeguarding system makes 19 specific recommendations for how the group that oversees the sport in the country and runs the U.S. Open Grand Slam tournament can do more to protect players from abuse such as sexual misconduct. A 62-page report written by two lawyers was presented to the USTA Board of Directors last week and made public Thursday, June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)
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            2 of 2 | A player prepares to serve during the U.S. Open tennis tournament, Saturday, Sept. 5, 2015, in New York. An outside review of the U.S. Tennis Association's safeguarding system makes 19 specific recommendations for how the group that oversees the sport in the country and runs the U.S. Open Grand Slam tournament can do more to protect players from abuse such as sexual misconduct. A 62-page report written by two lawyers was presented to the USTA Board of Directors last week and made public Thursday, June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)
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            1 of 2 | A shadow is cast on a court during the first round of play at the 2012 U.S. Open tennis tournament, Monday, Aug. 27, 2012, in New York. An outside review of the U.S. Tennis Association's safeguarding system makes 19 specific recommendations for how the group that oversees the sport in the country and runs the U.S. Open Grand Slam tournament can do more to protect players from abuse such as sexual misconduct. A 62-page report written by two lawyers was presented to the USTA Board of Directors last week and made public Thursday, June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)
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            2 of 2 | A player prepares to serve during the U.S. Open tennis tournament, Saturday, Sept. 5, 2015, in New York. An outside review of the U.S. Tennis Association's safeguarding system makes 19 specific recommendations for how the group that oversees the sport in the country and runs the U.S. Open Grand Slam tournament can do more to protect players from abuse such as sexual misconduct. A 62-page report written by two lawyers was presented to the USTA Board of Directors last week and made public Thursday, June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)
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                                        An outside review of the U.S. Tennis Association's safeguarding system offered 19 specific recommendations for how the group that oversees the sport in the country and runs the U.S. Open Grand Slam tournament can do more to protect players from abuse such as sexual misconduct.
A 62-page report written by two lawyers -- Mary Beth Hogan and David O'Neil of Washington, D.C.-based firm Debevoise & Plimpton -- was presented to the USTA Board of Directors last week and made public Thursday.
"The USTA complies with all of the requirements of the U.S. Center for SafeSport, and in several respects has policies and procedures that are more protective than the Center's requirements. ... We did, however, identify several ways to increase player safety that the USTA should consider adopting," Hogan and O'Neil wrote.
The report arrives less than two months after a tennis player was awarded $9 million in damages by a jury in federal court in Florida following her accusation that the USTA failed to protect her from a coach she said sexually abused her at one of its training centers when she was a teenager. O'Neil -- former head of the Justice Department's criminal division -- and Hogan wrote that their "review did not encompass the investigations of specific incidents involving allegations of sexual misconduct apart from reviewing whether the USTA met its obligations when abuse was reported to the USTA" and so they "did not investigate the events leading to" that Florida case.

    


They also noted that the USTA was a defendant in four other lawsuits -- one of which resulted in a settlement -- related to sexual abuse of tennis players over the last two decades.




The lawyers said they conducted "a thorough independent review" of the USTA's "current policies and procedures for preventing, reporting, and responding to reports of abuse, including sexual misconduct."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The review encompassed interviews with USTA employees and access to hundreds of the organization's documents. It also included an assessment of safeguarding at 51 other national governing bodies for sports in the United States, Paralympic sports organizations and the U.S. Olympic and Paralympic Committee, along with the guidelines set forth by the U.S. Center for SafeSport.

    


The report says "the Board expressed its intention to incorporate" the suggestions into the USTA's Safe Play Program.
"We view this report, including recommendations from the Debevoise team, as an important step forward in our efforts to further ensure a safe environment for all those involved in the sport of tennis," USTA CEO and executive director Lew Sherr said in a written statement. "We are working to implement the recommendations as thoroughly and swiftly as possible."
The 19 recommendations include:
-- seven that "focus on preventing misconduct before it occurs;"
-- nine related to keeping "individuals who are known to have engaged in misconduct" away from USTA facilities and events, including by making information about them more broadly known, because, the report says, "one of the biggest concerns parents and players have relates to individuals who are known to have engaged in misconduct -- either due to an adverse action by the Center or a criminal prosecution -- but attempt to continue participating in tennis," including by appearing "at USTA-sanctioned tournaments as spectators;"

    


-- two "aimed at expanding the number of individuals who get Safe Play Approved ... and individuals who take SafeSport training, particularly parents," who "are often unaware of the ways in which coaches may manipulate both minor athletes and their parents, and it may be particularly difficult to identify problematic behavior when a parent is hopeful that a coach will help progress their child's success in the sport;"
-- and one that "calls for additional staffing and resources" for the USTA's Safe Play Program to help adopt the recommendations.
The review says the USTA has only three employees "dedicated to developing and implementing the Safe Play Program and monitoring compliance," and its three campuses for player development -- in New York, Florida and California -- "do not have staff members designated exclusively to overseeing athlete safety."
___
Howard Fendrich has been the AP's tennis writer since 2002. Find his stories here: https://apnews.com/author/howard-fendrich
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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Bronny James not picked in Round 1, and now Round 2 awaits
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                    FILE - Southern California's Bronny James (6) brings the ball up the court during the first half of an NCAA college basketball game against Washington in the first round of the Pac-12 tournament Wednesday, March 13, 2024, in Las Vegas. It's unclear where the son of NBA great LeBron James might land in this month's NBA draft. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Bronny James' draft night has likely arrived.
The son of career scoring leader LeBron James was not selected in the first round Wednesday in the NBA draft, and now will wait to see if he's picked in the second round when selections resume Thursday afternoon.
The pick that might be most logical for Bronny James: 55th overall, a selection that just happens to be held by the Los Angeles Lakers, the team that LeBron James -- who is widely expected to become a free agent next week -- has played for since 2018.
The James family has been in New York this week, though it isn't known if Bronny James will appear at the second round of the draft. 
Bronny James played one year of college basketball at Southern California and averaged 4.8 points, 2.8 rebounds and 2.1 assists per game last season. He played in 25 games, missing the start of the season after needing a procedure last year to fix what was diagnosed as a congenital heart defect, which was found after he went into cardiac arrest during a summer workout.

    


A panel of doctors cleared Bronny James for NBA play last month.
Bronny James -- who was listed at 6-foot-4 on USC's roster but measured at 6 feet, 1 1/2 inches at the combine -- may be the most talked-about second-round prospect in draft history, because of the family name. His father, a four-time NBA champion, will be entering his 22nd NBA season this fall.




If Bronny James plays in the NBA next season, he and LeBron James would be the first father-son duo in the league simultaneously as players. There have been about 100 instances in NBA history of players joining the league after their fathers played, but none at the same time.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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            1 of 3 | Kyle Filipowski walks the red carpet before the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            2 of 3 | Johnny Furphy walks the red carpet before the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            3 of 3 | FILE - Wake Forest's Bobi Klintman (34) handles the ball during an NCAA college basketball game in Durham, N.C., on Jan. 31, 2023. (AP Photo/Ben McKeown, File)
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                                        Duke's Kyle Filipowski and Marquette's Tyler Kolek were productive college players who were Associated Press second-team All-Americans. Both were projected to be possible first-round picks in the NBA draft.
Instead, they are among the headliners of top players still waiting to hear their names called after Wednesday night's first round of the draft.
The new two-day format resumes Thursday with the second round and Toronto on the clock holding the No. 31 overall pick. Here's a look at some of the top prospects still available:
Kyle Filipowski, Duke

The 6-foot-11, 230-pound Filipowski -- who was in the NBA green room Wednesday night in New York -- averaged 15.8 points and 8.6 rebounds over two seasons with the Blue Devils.
He isn't an elite athlete but he's a steady producer who has improved his 3-point shot and shotblocking, the latter being a necessity last year as Duke's interior anchor after the departure of Dereck Lively II to the draft. Filipowski also improved his footwork and mobility after hip surgeries before last season, giving him potential as a high-floor play for a team seeking frontcourt help.

    


Tyler Kolek, Marquette

The 6-1, 197-pound Kolek is a four-year playmaker with range who could be a valuable fit for a team in need of a point guard. Kolek averaged 7.6 assists and 1.7 steals while shooting 39.3% from 3-point range over the last two seasons.




Kolek averaged 15.3 points while leading Division I with 7.7 assists last season, helping Marquette reach the NCAA Tournament's Sweet 16 for the first time since 2013.
Johnny Furphy, Kansas


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The 6-8, 189-pound freshman wing from Australia showed his potential averaging 11.8 points and 6.8 rebounds)for the last 18 games of the season. He's not a great athlete and his defense is a question, but his perimeter size and shooting offers floor-spacing potential that fits today's NBA game. Furphy has time to improve; he doesn't turn 20 until December.

    


Bobi Klintman, Australia
The 6-9, 212-pound forward flashed potential in a year at Wake Forest, averaging 8.5 points while shooting 40.9% (18 of 44) from 3-point range in his last 11 games. He spent last season with Cairns in Australia's National Basketball League, shooting 36% from behind the arc there.
He has length (6-11 wingspan) and could thrive as a catch-and-shoot 3-point shooter who can also attack defensive closeouts off the dribble.
Tyler Smith, G League Ignite

The 6-9, 224-pound forward bypassed college basketball, first with two seasons in the Overtime Elite developmental program before moving to Ignite. He offers potential as a lob threat and outside shooter (36.4% on 3s) with a 7-1 wingspan.
Others of note:
--CAM CHRISTIE: The one-and-done Minnesota guard -- who turns 19 in July -- averaged 11.3 points and shot 39.1% on 3s. He has good size (6-5, 190) but must get stronger.
--KEVIN MCCULLAR JR.: The 6-5, 206-pound guard from Kansas has a strong frame and versatility, though he shot 30.9% on 3s over a five-year career that started at Texas Tech.
--ADEM BONA: The 6-8, 243-pound UCLA sophomore has a strong frame and a nearly 7-4 wingspan, which helped him as a rim protector (1.7 blocks) and as a finisher inside (62.1% shooting) in his career.

    


--HARRISON INGRAM: The 6-5, 234-pound forward elevated his 3-point shot in one season at North Carolina (38.5%, up from 31.9% at Stanford). He is a strong rebounder, including 19 against rival North Carolina State, and has a 7-foot wingspan.
--JAMAL SHEAD: The Houston point guard was an AP first-team All-American last year with elite defensive potential on or off the ball. He also avoided mistakes as a playmaker, averaging 5.8 assists with a nearly 3:1 assist-to-turnover ratio the past three years.
--AJAY MITCHELL: The UC Santa Barbara guard is a scorer (20 points) but a questionable outside shooter after hitting just 33% of his 3s while attempting only 2.3 per game over three college seasons.
--KJ SIMPSON: He's a scoring shot creator who posted career highs in scoring (19.7), shooting percentage (.475), 3-point shooting (.434) and free-throw shooting (.876) as a junir at Colorado. He also averaged 5.8 rebounds, 4.9 assists and 1.6 steals, but he's undersized (6-0, 187).

    


--NIKOLA DJURISIC: The 6-7, 209-pound Serbian forward has good perimeter size and playmaking potential after averaging 15.4 points and 3.5 assists last season with KK Mega.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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USA Basketball expects Leonard, Haliburton, Embiid to be ready for Olympic camp in Vegas next week
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                    FILE - Golden State Warriors head coach Steve Kerr speaks in New York, Feb. 29, 2024. Celebrities including Kerr are increasingly lending their star power to President Joe Biden, hoping to energize fans to vote for him in November or entice donors to open their checkbooks for his reelection campaign. (AP Photo/Peter K. Afriyie, File)
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                                        Kawhi Leonard, Tyrese Haliburton and Joel Embiid are all good to go for the start of USA Basketball's men's national team training camp in Las Vegas next week, the first step toward what the Americans hope is a fifth consecutive Olympic gold medal.
Leonard missed 12 of the Los Angeles Clippers' final 14 games this past season with right knee inflammation. Haliburton was hampered at the end of the Indiana Pacers' playoff run by issues with his left hamstring. And Embiid was dealing with left knee issues throughout his season with the Philadelphia 76ers.
"We expect everybody to be good to go," U.S. coach Steve Kerr said Thursday. "We've been in touch with everyone, not just those three guys. ... We've been in communication constantly, so we expect all 12 guys to be ready to roll."
Leonard may have been the biggest question mark. Haliburton said when the Pacers' season ended that he thought he'd have enough time to get ready for the Olympic run, and Embiid was at the NBA Finals about two weeks ago and proclaimed himself ready for what will be his first Olympic experience.

    


But Leonard's status was a mystery. USA Basketball has been checking on Leonard, who has been working out for the past couple weeks, and likes where he's currently at.




"We will continue to stay in touch with the whole group as we head into Vegas next week," Kerr said.
It's a major sigh of relief for the Americans, who will go to the Paris Games as the favorite and the top-ranked men's team in the world -- though nobody expects these Olympics will be a cakewalk. France, featuring Victor Wembanyama, has the edge of being at home. Germany won the World Cup last year and has basically the same team this summer. Canada has its best shot at an Olympic medal since winning silver in 1936.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We're well aware of the challenge we're facing," Kerr said. "The world of basketball has gotten so much better, so much stronger. We know how good these teams are, and we know we're going to have to be at our best. So, couldn't be more excited."

    


The U.S. still hasn't had to make any changes to the roster since it was originally announced in April, though there are contingency plans in place at every position. The original 12 names remain unchanged: Leonard, Haliburton, Embiid, Kevin Durant, LeBron James, Stephen Curry, Anthony Edwards, Jrue Holiday, Jayson Tatum, Devin Booker, Bam Adebayo and Anthony Davis.
"Winning is the peak of the sport," Haliburton said. "And winning a gold medal is right at the top of it. ... How could you not want to do this?"
The group has seven players with Olympic gold medals; Durant has three, James has two, while Adebayo, Booker, Holiday, Tatum and Booker each have one. There is a still a chance the roster could change, if necessary. The roster was in flux before the Tokyo Games three years ago until just before the start of competition.
"Every roster spot is important," Kerr said. "You just never know how these things are going to play out."
The Americans play their first exhibition against Canada on July 10, then have games at Abu Dhabi and London before the Paris Games start. The U.S. opens Olympic play July 28 against Serbia, and will also face South Sudan and the winner of next month's qualifier in Puerto Rico -- either Mexico, Lithuania, Ivory Coast, Italy, Bahrain or Puerto Rico -- in its other group games.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Andy Murray is undecided about whether to play Wimbledon and says doubles is likelier than singles
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            1 of 2 | FILE - Andy Murray of Britain wipes his face as he is injured during his men's singles match on day five of The Queen's Club tennis tournament, in London, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Two-time Wimbledon champion Andy Murray still had not decided as of Thursday whether he will be able to compete at the grass-court Grand Slam tournament that begins next week and he is likelier to enter doubles than singles if he can play at all after recent surgery to remove a cyst on his spinal cord. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)
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            2 of 2 | FILE - Andy Murray of Britain plays a return to Jordan Thompson of Australia during their men's singles match on day five of The Queen's Club tennis tournament, in London, Wednesday, June 19, 2024. Two-time Wimbledon champion Andy Murray still had not decided as of Thursday whether he will be able to compete at the grass-court Grand Slam tournament that begins next week and he is likelier to enter doubles than singles if he can play at all after recent surgery to remove a cyst on his spinal cord. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth, File)
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                                        WIMBLEDON, England (AP) -- Two-time Wimbledon champion Andy Murray still had not decided as of Thursday whether he will be able to compete at the grass-court Grand Slam tournament that begins next week and he is likelier to enter doubles than singles if he can play at all after recent surgery to remove a cyst on his spinal cord.
"Maybe it's my ego getting in the way, but I feel that I deserve the opportunity to give it until the very last moment to make that decision," said the 37-year-old Murray, who plans to retire in the coming months. "It's complicated, and it's made more complicated because I want to play at Wimbledon one more time ... so I'm going to give it as long as I can to see how well I recover."
Play at the All England Club begins Monday. The draw to determine the singles brackets is Friday.
"It has been mentioned to me: 'Are you going to withdraw before the draw at 10 a.m. on Friday?' And I'm like, 'Well, no, I'm not. I'm going to wait until the last minute," said Murray, who could play doubles with his older brother, Jamie. "This is not clear-cut, where I am 100% going to be ready to play or there is a 0% chance that I can play. That is the situation. I would say it's probably more likely that I'm not able to play singles right now."

    


Murray had been intending to finish his career by playing at Wimbledon and then the Paris Olympics, where the tennis competition at Roland Garros starts July 27. But then came the latest in a series of health issues in 2024: He had to stop playing during the first set of a match last week at the Queen's Club grass-court tournament in London because of pain and trouble walking due to nerve damage caused by the cyst, then had an operation on Saturday.




He returned to hitting tennis balls on Wednesday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Murray wants the chance to give a proper on-court goodbye.
"Because of what I put into the sport over the last however many years, I would at least like to go out playing a proper match where I'm at least competitive -- not what happened at Queen's. So I can't say for sure that if I wasn't able to play at Wimbledon, and I didn't recover in time to play at the Olympics, that I wouldn't consider trying to play another tournament somewhere," he said Thursday. "But if I'm able to play at Wimbledon and if I'm able to play at the Olympics, that's most likely going to be it."

    


And as of now, he does not plan to enter the U.S. Open, which begins in late August.
"I'm not going to play past this summer," he said.
The Scot owns a total of three major championships: He won the U.S. Open in 2012, and Wimbledon in 2013 and 2016. His 2013 title made him the first British man to win the singles trophy at the All England Club in 77 years.
He also is the only player with two consecutive tennis gold medals in singles at the Olympics. He won at London in 2012 -- when the sport's Summer Games matches were held at the All England Club -- and at Rio de Janeiro in 2016.
Murray underwent a pair of hip operations in 2018 and 2019. While he thought he would need to retire after the second surgery, in which he received a metal hip implant, Murray eventually returned to action.

    


He has since been hampered by various injuries, including tearing ligaments in his left ankle at the Miami Open in March. Murray lost in the first round of the French Open in May.
"I certainly couldn't be preparing for Wimbledon in a worse way," he said Thursday. "But maybe this is just how it was meant to happen for me."
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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            1 of 4 | FILE - Tony Schumacher stares out from the seat of his Top Fule dragster while his crew runs tests prior to his first qualifying run of the Menards NHRA Heartland Nationals drag races Friday, May 18, 2018, at Heartland Motorsports Park in Topeka, Kan. Schumacher has a standard answer ready when drag racing fans ask when the 54-year-old three-time world champion plans to retire. Schumacher gives them the response he's used much of the past two decades: "About another 10 years." (Chris Neal/The Capital-Journal via AP, File)
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            2 of 4 | FILE - Funny Car driver John Force looks to get back on track for the last day of qualifying at the NHRA Kansas Nationals at Heartland Park, May 21, 2016, in Topeka Kansas. (Chris Neal/The Topeka Capital-Journal via AP, File)
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            3 of 4 | FILE - Top fuel driver Antron Brown, left, alongside funny car driver and teammate Ron Capps, celebrates after winning the NHRA Heartland Nationals, Sunday, May 21, 2017, in Topeka, Kan. Antron Brown, 48, is winning at ages where drivers in other disciplines are out of the cockpit. (Chris Neal/The Topeka Capital-Journal via AP)/The Topeka Capital-Journal via AP)
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            4 of 4 | In this photo provided by the NHRA, Shawn Langdon drives in Top Fuel qualifying Saturday, June 22, 2024, at the PlayNHRA Virginia Nationals drag races at Virginia Motorsports Park in Dinwiddie, Va. (Jerry Foss/NHRA via AP)
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                                        Tony Schumacher has a ready answer when fans wonder how much longer the 54-year-old, three-time world champion will keep climbing drag racing's ladder in the National Hot Rod Association. 
"About 10 years," Schumacher said. "That's what I've told them for the past 20 years." 
Age is just a number in drag racing, where cars hurtle down the track for a quarter-mile at more than 300 mph (483 kmh), a blur of speed and roaring noise that is over in a few seconds before a parachute helps bring the vehicles to a stop. 
Such terrifying speeds are far above those seen in Formula 1, NASCAR and IndyCar, but those races last far longer. That is part of the reason drivers in their 70s and even 80s can rely on their talent and experience to safely pilot a Top Fuel or Funny Car for a few moments and keep on winning long after traditional drivers on ovals and road courses call it a career.

    


"In our sport, unlike many of them, it's mental," Schumacher explained. "I feel like I got better with age." 
He is not alone. Ron Capps, 59, has won at least one Funny Car event for 15 straight years starting in 2009. Antron Brown, 48, has 75 career Top Fuel victories, winning titles in 2012, 2015 and 2016. Matt Hagan, 41, picked up his 50th Funny Car victory in April and the reigning champ was nominated as "Best Driver" for an ESPY. 




Of course, all-time great John Force, 75, has won 157 times in a career that began in 1978 -- 46 years ago. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Force was involved in a fiery crash last week at an event in Virginia. He was talkative with rescue works before going to a hospital, where he remained under observation earlier this week. The last update, on Monday night, said doctors were moving slowly in assessing Force's injuries because of the "intensity of the impact."
As in all racing series, safety improvements have been made over the years in drag racing, from the roll cages and padding within the chassis to the firesuits, helmets and restraints for the drivers. Deaths in the NHRA are rare but not unheard of. 

    


Brown, competing this week in Norwalk, Ohio, said accidents like Force's are in the back of every racer's mind. The successful ones know how to block out the worries while focusing on their driving skills. A Top Fuel or Funny Car has somewhere around 11,000 horsepower -- more than 10 times that seen in an F1 car, for example.
The love of the sport, Brown believes, is the fuel to keep going in a sport where engines can burst into flames or a tiny wobble can send a car airborne or hurtling into a wall.
"I think this drag racing, the people that are in the sport, they're consumed by it, I think," he said. 
That had to be the case for Chris Karamesines, the "Golden Greek," who advanced in a Top Fuel event at age 86 with a then-record run of 305 mph (491 kmh). Karamesines retired in 2020 with granddaughter Krista Baldwin taking over his ride. 
"It's been 63 years of fun, and I have loved every minute of it," Karamesines said at his retirement. 
Irvin Johns made history at age 79 last year when he won the Super Stock title at the Route 66 Nationals in Joliet, Illinois, to become the NHRA's oldest national event winner. 

    


"Seriously, I feel like you can do this for as long as you like," said Johns, who stepped away from racing for more than 30 years as he built a towing business in Louisville, Kentucky. 
Brown, a relative youngster, said those who last learn that fitness and health is a key component to drag racing longevity. When you start out, the speed rush and thrill of racing carries you, he said. 
"How many older people do you see racing the mile? It's not older people winning the Boston Marathon," Brown said. "You can see older (runners) winning the 100 meters. That's what we are, we're a sprint." 
That may be what attracted NASCAR Hall of Famer and three-time Cup Series champion Tony Stewart, 53, to drag racing. 
"I'm too old to race in IndyCar, I'm retired from NASCAR, sprint car racing's getting tougher and tougher," Stewart said in February 2023. "But drag racing, the reaction times and the aspects of it that are way different than anything else I've done is what's drawing me to it." 

    


Schumacher, the son of drag racing great Don Schumacher whose company has won more than 350 events and 19 championships, knows what Stewart means. The younger Schumacher has kept a strong fitness regimen and believes his mind is as sharp as ever, no matter how much younger his rivals may be. 
"I do believe there's a point where I'm not catching" the right timing during a run, Schumacher said. "But as of right now, I'm dead straight every time." 
---
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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            1 of 11 | FILE - Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar, wearing the pink jersey of the race overall leader, indicates five, the numbers of Giro' stages he has won so far, as he crosses the finish line to win the 16th stage of the Giro d'Italia cycling race, from Livigno to Santa Cristina Val Gardena (Monte Pana), Italy, Tuesday, May 21, 2024. (Marco Alpozzi/LaPresse via AP, File)
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            2 of 11 | Denmark's Jonas Vingegaard, left, and Slovenia's Jan Tratnik, center, and other Visma-Lease a Bike fellow team riders went for training near Florence, Italy, Thursday, June 27, 2024, two days before the start of the Tour de France cycling race. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            4 of 11 | FILE - Primoz Roglic of Slovenia, center, wears the overall leader's pink jersey as he rides in the pack during the 21st and last stage of the Giro D'Italia, tour of Italy cycling race, in Sunday, May 28, 2023. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino, File)
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            5 of 11 | FILE - Belgium's Wout Van Aert climbs as the Mont Blanc is seen in the background during the 16th stage of the Tour de France cycling race, an individual time trial over 22.5 kilometers (14 miles) with start in Passy and finish in Combloux, France, Tuesday, July 18, 2023. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)
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            6 of 11 | FILE - The breakaway group climbs Cormet de Roselend pass during the seventeenth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 166 kilometers (103 miles) with start in Saint-Gervais Mont-Blanc and finish in Courchevel, France, Wednesday, July 19, 2023. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, File)
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            7 of 11 | FILE - Britain's Mark Cavendish celebrates as he wins the 21st and last stage of the Giro D'Italia, tour of Italy cycling race, in Rome, Sunday, May 28, 2023. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino, File)
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            8 of 11 | FILE - Netherland's Mathieu van der Poel holds his bike up at the finish line after taking first place in the Tour of Flanders in Oudenaarde, Belgium on March 31, 2024. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert, File)
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            9 of 11 | FILE - Britain's Mark Cavendish grimaces in pain as he receives medical assistance after crashing during the eighth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 201 kilometers (125 miles) with start in Libourne and finish in Limoges, France, Saturday, July 8, 2023. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)
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            10 of 11 | FILE - Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar, wearing the best young rider's white jersey, celebrates as he crosses the finish line to win the twentieth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 133.5 kilometers (83 miles) with start in Belfort and finish in Le Markstein Fellering, France, Saturday, July 22, 2023. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, FIle)
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            11 of 11 | FILE - The pack with Denmark's Jonas Vingegaard, wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey, passes the Arc de Triomphe during the twenty-first stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 115 kilometers (71.5 miles) with start in Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines and finish on the Champs-Elysees avenue in Paris, France, Sunday, July 23, 2023. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole, File)
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            2 of 11 | Denmark's Jonas Vingegaard, left, and Slovenia's Jan Tratnik, center, and other Visma-Lease a Bike fellow team riders went for training near Florence, Italy, Thursday, June 27, 2024, two days before the start of the Tour de France cycling race. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            4 of 11 | FILE - Primoz Roglic of Slovenia, center, wears the overall leader's pink jersey as he rides in the pack during the 21st and last stage of the Giro D'Italia, tour of Italy cycling race, in Sunday, May 28, 2023. (AP Photo/Alessandra Tarantino, File)
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            5 of 11 | FILE - Belgium's Wout Van Aert climbs as the Mont Blanc is seen in the background during the 16th stage of the Tour de France cycling race, an individual time trial over 22.5 kilometers (14 miles) with start in Passy and finish in Combloux, France, Tuesday, July 18, 2023. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)
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                                        When Jonas Vingegaard and Tadej Pogacar faced off in the heat of July last year, the main question mark was whether Pogacar would be fit enough to mount a decent challenge.
This year, as the two cyclists prepare to write the next chapter of one of the greatest rivalries in the storied history of the Tour de France, the scenario has switched.
Pogacar, the two-time champion from Slovenia who finished behind Vingegaard the past two years, is in top shape ahead of Saturday's start in the Italian city of Florence. It is the form of the Danish titleholder that is worrying his team following the crash that wreaked havoc with his season.
"Of course, we don't know how far he can go yet," said Merijn Zeeman, the sporting director of Vingegaard's team. "We are being cautious because he has not been able to race and his preparation has been less than ideal, to say the least." 

    


Vingegaard was hospitalized for nearly two weeks in Spain in April following a high-speed crash in the Tour of the Basque Country. He sustained a broken collarbone and ribs and a collapsed lung.
He has not raced competitively since that crash but will be immediately put to the test this weekend with an opening stage that takes riders through a series of tricky hills and climbs that could set the scene for an early battle between the top contenders.




Before the crash, Vingegaard was among the Tour favorites after dominating the race the past two years. It's now impossible to say how his body will respond over three weeks of intense cycling.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We have worked together to get to this moment and, of course, I am very excited to see where I stand. I feel good and very motivated," Vingegaard said.
As for Pogacar, he doesn't ask himself too many questions as he pursues a rare double following his victory at the Giro d'Italia this season.
"It's already my fifth time coming to the Tour and I'm really excited about it," said Pogacar, whose Tour preparations last year were hampered by a crash that left him with a broken wrist. "We've worked really hard all year as a team to prepare for this and we hope we can give everyone watching three weeks of exciting racing."

    


Pogacar is arguably the most exciting rider of his generation, capable of winning on all terrains with an appetite for victory that has drawn comparisons with the great Eddy Merckx. 
And as if his own talent was not enough, he will be supported by a UAE Emirates squad also featuring Juan Ayuso, Pavel Sivakov, Marc Soler, Nils Politt, Adam Yates, Joao Almeida and Tim Wellens.
"We've spent a lot of time together as a group training at altitude and put in a lot of hours in the saddle," Pogacar said. "We're in a really good place as a group. We just can't wait to get started and hope to fight for the win."
Vingegaard is also part of a strong squad, the Visma-Lease a Bike team. He'll be supported by the versatile Wout van Aert, a three-time cyclocross world champion whose Tour resume includes nine stage victories and the prestigious points classification. Matteo Jorgenson of the U.S. is also part of the squad alongside Christophe Laporte, Tiesj Benoot, Wilco Kelderman, Jan Tratnik and Bart Lemmen.

    


Behind Pogacar and Vingegaard, other contenders include Primoz Roglic and Tour rookie Remco Evenepoel, with the Ineos Grenadiers leader Carlos Rodriguez also in the mix.
Nice new finish

For the first time since 1905, the final stage of the race will be held outside Paris due to a schedule clash with the Olympics. Because of security and logistical reasons, the French capital won't have its traditional Tour finish on the Champs-Elysees. The race will instead conclude in Nice on July 21, five days before the Paris Olympics open.
The first stage in Italy includes more than 3,600 meters (11,800 feet) of climbing. High mountains will then be on the schedule as soon as the fourth day in a race that features two individual time trials and four summit finishes. There are seven mountain stages on the program, across four ranges. Riders will first cross the Alps during Stage 4, when they will tackle the 2,642-meter (6,562-foot) Col du Galibier.

    


There should be suspense right until the very end because the last stage, traditionally a victory parade in Paris for the race leader until the final sprint takes shape, will be a 34-kilometer (21.1-mile) individual time trial between Monaco and Nice.
Cavendish chasing a record
Britain doesn't have a top contender for the yellow jersey. Across the Channel, all eyes will be on veteran sprinter Mark Cavendish, who has delayed his retirement in a bid to set a record for most career stage wins at the Tour.
Cavendish equaled Merckx's record of 34 stage wins during the 2021 Tour, 13 years after his first success, and went close to winning a 35th in the seventh stage of the 2023 edition. But he crashed during the eighth stage last summer, breaking his right collarbone. He's won the Tour's best sprinter green jersey twice and also claimed stages at all three Grand Tours -- the Tour, the Giro and the Spanish Vuelta -- and was the world champion in 2011. 
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/sports
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            1 of 2 | FILE - Artwork of Johnny Cash adorns the mask of Calgary Flames goalie Jacob Markstrom as he watches the action during the second period of an NHL hockey game against the Vancouver Canucks in Vancouver, British Columbia, March 23, 2024. The New Jersey Devils have agreed to acquire Markstrom in a trade with the Flames, a person with knowledge of the deal tells The Associated Press. It was not immediately clear what they were giving up. The Devils have been looking for a goalie and targeting Markstrom for quite some time. (Darryl Dyck/The Canadian Press via AP, file)
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                                        Goaltenders are on the move as NHL teams prepare for next season, and the trades made so far are far from stunners.
Center Pierre-Luc Dubois said he was surprised by Los Angeles sending him to Washington for goalie Darcy Kuemper, but his impending full no-movement clause kicking in July 1 was the impetus for the move. The Kings filled their hole in net after 2023 Vezina Trophy winner Linus Ullmark declined to join them at the March trade deadline.
Boston finally traded Ullmark on Monday, getting a first-round pick, depth center Mark Kastelic and a new backup, Joonas Korpisalo, from Ottawa in a deal completed just before Game 7 of the Stanley Cup Final. Jacob Markstrom knew there was buzz around New Jersey wanting to get him from Calgary, and that move went down earlier in that series, with teams around the league getting down to important business before Florida hoisted the Cup.

    


Much more movement is expected in the coming days, leading up to and through the draft Friday and Saturday in Las Vegas. A look at the big names who have already changed places:
Pierre-Luc Dubois
He only turned 26 this week but has been traded three times since entering the league. The first two were his choice, but this one was not -- a cross-country shift 12 months since signing a $68 million, eight-year contract with the Kings.




The trade came after Dubois was a bad fit in L.A. under two coaches: since-fired Todd McLellan and interim replacement Jim Hiller, who got the full-time gig after making the playoffs and losing in the first round. Dubois had 16 goals and 24 assists for 40 points, his lowest career totals over a full 82-game season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It wasn't the season I necessarily wanted, so already there I had motivation," Dubois said Wednesday "And then anything like this happens, I think any guy in the league will admit that there is an extra motivation behind it. You want to do well even more."

    


Darcy Kuemper
After losing the starting job in Washington, Kuemper became the odd man out with three years left on his contract at a salary cap hit of $5.25 million. Charlie Lindgren carried the Capitals into the playoffs, and they wanted to clear an organizational logjam in goal to make room for top prospect Clay Stevenson or back-to-back American Hockey League Calder Cup champion Hunter Shepard.
Now two years removed from backstopping Colorado to the Cup, Kuemper went 13-4-3 with a 3.31 goals-against average and .890 save percentage last season.
"I'm looking to prove that last year was just a one off," Kuemper said. "I believe that I can come in and be a stabilizing force in the net and provide the goaltending that the team needs."
Kuemper should replace Cam Talbot in the tandem with David Rittich in L.A.
Linus Ullmark
One of the first questions Ullmark was asked in his first conversations with reporters since going to the Senators was about waiving his no-trade clause that could block a deal to half the league. No worries because Ottawa was not on it.
Now as for staying in Canada's capital beyond the final season of his contract, the big Swede who turns 31 later this summer is not ready to commit to anything in the way of a long-term extension.

    


"The whole contract situation and the talks about that, that is something (general manager Steve Staios) and my agent will deal with off the side," Ullmark said.. "I told them that once there's something that needs to be discussed you can always reach me."
Ullmark gives Ottawa a major upgrade in net, pairing him with countryman and good friend Anton Forsberg. Korpisalo, now playing behind Jeremy Swayman in Boston, could also benefit from better Bruins defense than he had with the Senators.
Jacob Markstrom
Even though the Devils had been in conversations to acquire Markstrom from the Flames for several months, he had trouble sleeping earlier this month when he knew a trade was close to completion. After it happened, he was pumped to play for the organization that once had Martin Brodeur, the Hall of Fame goaltender who Markstrom actually played against in his NHL debut Jan. 23, 2011.
New Jersey is counting on Markstrom to solve the problem in net that contributed the most to missing the playoffs this past season.

    


"This is a big challenge," he said. "It's a big team with a high expectation. At the goaltending position, there is pressure and I've been on teams where there is pressure on goaltending and a Canadian market, a few of them. I know what's expected."
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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            3 of 5 | University of Illinois basketball standout Terrence Shannon Jr., center, gets a hug after being found not guilty after his sexual assault trial Thursday, June 13, 2024, in Lawrence, Kan. (Chris Conde/The Lawrence Journal-World via AP)
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            5 of 5 | University of Illinois basketball player Terrence Shannon Jr., right, appears in court with attorney Mark Sutter during his rape trial Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in Lawrence, Kan. (Chris Conde/The Lawrence Journal-World via AP)
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- The Minnesota Timberwolves did some extra digging into Terrence Shannon Jr. before the NBA draft.
They found plenty of sources vouching for his character, bolstering their confidence in a dynamic player whose final season at Illinois was overshadowed by a rape charge he was recently exonerated of. 
"The off-court reputation is sterling. Talk to the coaches at Texas Tech. Talk to the coaches at Illinois. They don't say good things. They say amazing things," Timberwolves president of basketball operations Tim Connelly said Wednesday night after taking Shannon with the 27th overall pick in the first round. "Obviously he was on the wrong end of a really unfortunate situation, and his ability to play through that and play winning basketball for a great coach in Brad Underwood -- we just think he brings toughness."
Shannon was found not guilty two weeks ago after a jury in Douglas County, Kansas, spent less than two hours deliberating the verdict. He was accused of sexual assault last September during a visit to Kansas for a football game between the Illini and the Jayhawks. 

    


Connelly said the Timberwolves "did a ton" of background work on Shannon with an interest in his experience, fortitude and scoring ability from anywhere on the court.




"Oftentimes, the minute you're accused you're found guilty. Thankfully he went the legal process. He chose to go to trial because he knew he did nothing wrong," Connelly said. "I just think it's a shame he went through that, and I think it's a testament to who he is as a kid and his ability to play through a really tough distraction."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The 6-foot-6 Shannon, who turns 24 next month, can play both guard positions. He started his college career at Texas Tech before transferring to Illinois, leading the Illini to the Elite Elight in the NCAA Tournament before a loss to eventual national champion Connecticut. Shannon was voted first-team All-Big Ten and a third-team All-American by The Associated Press and was the Big Ten Tournament MVP for his performance in March at Target Center in Minneapolis, where he'll now have his home games as a pro.

    


"I think he's a three-position defender. I think he's an unbelievably competitive guy. He's got size. Another downhill guy who's going to play with pace," Connelly said.
The Timberwolves were elated to get Shannon as a complement to Kentucky guard Rob Dillingham, whom they jumped in to trade for at No. 8 overall through a trade with San Antonio. The Western Conference runners-up could not have had a more productive draft night, considering they're in no position to enhance the roster through trades or free agency with their salary-cap situation and desire to keep the core of the team together.
"You don't take those two guys thinking how they're going to match up together, but our challenge was to try to play a little bit faster in our second unit," Connelly said, "and I think we got two of the fastest and most athletic and aggressive guys in the draft."
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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            1 of 6 | Zaccharie Risacher, second from left, and Alex Sarr, fourth from left, both of France, stand on stage with, from left, Ron Holland, Rob Dillingham, Reed Sheppard and Dalton Knecht before the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            2 of 6 | Zaccharie Risacher, right, poses for a photo with NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected as the first overall pick by the Atlanta Hawks in the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            3 of 6 | Alex Sarr, right, greets NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected as the second pick in the NBA basketball draft during the first round by the Washington Wizards, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            4 of 6 | Reed Sheppard walks the red carpet before the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 6 | Stephon Castle poses for a photo on the red carpet before the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            6 of 6 | Ron Holland II, right, poses for a photo with NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected by the Detroit Pistons as the fifth pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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                                        The players selected in the first round of the NBA draft Wednesday night in New York.

    
    Follow the AP's live coverage on the 2024 NBA draft.


    


___
1. Atlanta Hawks -- Zaccharie Risacher, forward, 6-9, 215, JL Bourg-en-Bresse (France)
Scouting report: A developing player with two-way potential. Has guard skills and showed catch-and-shoot ability after making 39% of 3-pointers between league and Eurocup play. Turned 19 in April and must get stronger. Averaged 0.9 assists and 1.6 turnovers to highlight a need to improve as a playmaker.
2. Washington Wizards -- Alex Sarr, center, 7-0, 224, Perth (Australia)
Scouting report: Has athleticism, mobility and length offering upside as a shot blocker, switchable defender and rim-running lob threat. Grew up in France but spent two seasons with Overtime Elite developmental program in Atlanta, then played in Australian-based National Basketball League. Ranked among NBL leaders in blocks (1.5) despite averaging just 17.3 minutes. Has 7-4 wingspan. Must add strength and improve outside shot (29% on 3-pointers).

    


3. Houston Rockets (from Brooklyn) -- Reed Sheppard, guard, 6-2, 182, Kentucky
Scouting report: The shooting stroke stands out. He hit 52.1% of 3s last year and 83% of his free throws. Elite potential as a catch-and-shoot threat. Averaged 4.5 assists to show potential for both guards spots. Uncertain how he'll match up with bigger guards, particularly off the ball.




4. San Antonio Spurs -- Stephon Castle, guard, 6-6, 210, UConn

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Scouting report: A combo guard with size and ability to overpower smaller defenders. Big potential as a defender and playmaker. Accepted complementary role in Huskies' run to a second straight NCAA title despite his touted-recruit status. Must improve outside shot (26.7% on 3s).
5. Detroit Pistons -- Ron Holland II, forward, 6-7, 197, G League Ignite
Scouting report: Offers versatility with floor-running ability to attack the rim. Has 6-11 wingspan and defensive upside. Made 24% of 3s. Had 42 turnovers against 45 assists in injury-shortened season. Turns 19 in July. McDonald's All-American who bypassed college basketball.

    


6. Charlotte Hornets -- Tidjane Salaun, forward, 6-9, 217, Cholet (France)
Scouting report: A fluid athlete with a nearly 7-2 wingspan. Offers long-term potential to stretch defenses and harass smaller perimeter players. Still honing outside shot (32% on 3s last season). Turns 19 in August.
7. Portland Trail Blazers -- Donovan Clingan, center, 7-2, 282, UConn
Scouting report: Imposing rim-protecting force (7-7 wingspan) and floor-running finisher for two-time reigning NCAA champs. Averaged 2.5 blocks in just 22.6 minutes. Value highlighted in Illinois going 0 for 19 in Clingan-challenged shots in NCAA Elite Eight. Unclear how well he'd handle switches to defend in space. Poor free-throw shooter (55.8% career).
8. San Antonio (from Toronto) -- Rob Dillingham, guard, 6-1, 164, Kentucky
Scouting report: Shows potential as a scoring playmaker after one college season. Averaged 15.2 points and 3.9 assists. Shot 44.4% on 3s while attempting 4.5 per game. Turns 20 in January. Needs to add strength to undersized frame.

    


9. Memphis Grizzlies -- Zach Edey, center, 7-4, 299, Purdue
Scouting report: Two-time AP men's national player of the year. Led Boilermakers to NCAA final in April after leading nation in scoring (25.2) and ranking second in rebounding (12.2). Massive presence with 7-11 wingspan. Defensive mobility a question.
10. Utah Jazz -- Cody Williams, forward, 6-7, 178, Colorado
Scouting report: Versatile wing shot 55.2% overall and 41.5% from 3-point range in his lone season. Has 7-1 wingspan but needs to get stronger. Must improve as a rebounder (3.0), highlighted by grabbing three rebounds in 64 minutes across three NCAA Tournament games. McDonald's All-American and program's first five-star recruit in more than two decades.
11. Chicago Bulls -- Matas Buzelis, forward, 6-9, 197 pounds, G League Ignite
Scouting report: Exploits matchups, scoring over smaller defenders and driving past bigger ones. Can attack off the dribble or score on stepbacks. Averaged 2.1 blocks with a 6-10 wingspan. Shot just 27.3% on 3s. McDonald's All-American who bypassed college basketball.

    


12. Oklahoma City Thunder (from Houston) -- Nikola Topic, guard, 6-6, 203, KK Crvena Zvezda (Serbia)
Scouting report: Has size and playmaking ability at the point. Has vision to set up teammates with the capability of creating his own shot, attacking the paint and finishing at the rim. Outside shot needs work. Health concerns remain after two knee injuries.
13. Sacramento Kings -- Devin Carter, guard, 6-2, 193, Providence
Scouting report: Boosted scoring (19.7) and 3-point shooting (.377) last season. Tied for best max vertical leap (42 inches) and standing vertical (35) at the combine. Spent two years with Providence after transferring from South Carolina.
14. Portland Trail Blazers (from Golden State via Boston and Memphis) -- Carlton "Bub" Carrington, guard, 6-4, 195, Pittsburgh

    


Scouting report: Averaged 13.8 points, 5.2 rebounds and 4.1 assists as one-and-done floor leader with all-around potential. Had an opening-night triple-double. Must improve outside shot (32% on 3s).
15. Miami Heat -- Kel'el Ware, center, 7-0, 230, Indiana
Scouting report: Oregon transfer averaged 15.9 points, 9.9 rebounds and 1.9 rebounds as an every-game starter for the Hoosiers. Made 17 of 40 3s (.425). Has 7-5 wingspan and tested well in agility at the combine. Must improve at the foul line (63.4% last year). Turned 20 in April.
16. Philadelphia 76ers -- Jared McCain, guard, 6-2, 203, Duke
Scouting report: One-and-done player who rapidly became the Blue Devils' toughest competitor. Made 41% of 3s and 89% of free throws. Had two 30-point showings in the NCAA Tournament.
17. Los Angeles Lakers -- Dalton Knecht, guard, 6-5, 212, Tennessee
Scouting report: Big scorer in off-the-bounce and catch-and-shoot scenarios. First-team AP All-American who averaged 21.7 points and shot 39.7% from behind the arc. Active player who tested well at the combine in agility. Uncertainty about his athleticism and mobility defensively. Turned 23 in April.
18. Orlando Magic -- Tristan da Silva, forward, 6-8, 217, Colorado
Scouting report: Veteran scorer from Germany with 98 career starts. Averaged 15.9 points while shooting 39.5% on 3s in a leading role the past two years. Turned 23 last month.
19. Toronto Raptors (from Indiana) -- Ja'Kobe Walter, guard, 6-4, 198, Baylor
Scouting report: One-and-done prospect who fearlessly launched from behind the arc. Took 57% of his shots there and had 13 games with at least three made 3s, but shot just 34% on those.
20. Cleveland Cavaliers -- Jaylon Tyson, forward, 6-6, 218, California
Scouting report: Took a big leap offensively after going from Texas to Texas Tech and finally Cal last season. Averaged 19.6 points last season, up from 10.7 the previous year. Made 37.8% of 3s over the past two seasons.
21. New Orleans Pelicans (from Milwaukee) -- Yves Missi, center, 6-11, 229, Baylor
Scouting report: Bouncy, raw prospect from Cameroon. Flashed athleticism as a lob threat (61.4% shooting) and shot blocker (1.5 per game) in lone college season. Turned 20 last month.
22. Phoenix Suns -- DaRon Holmes II, forward/center, 6-9, 236, Dayton
Scouting report: Atlantic 10 co-player and defensive player of the year. Averaged 19.3 points and 8.3 rebounds over last two seasons. Expanded range last year (38.6% on 3s). Averaged 2.1 blocks over three-year career with 7-1 wingspan.
23. Milwaukee Bucks (from New Orleans) -- AJ Johnson, guard, 6-4, 167, Illawara (Australia)
Scouting report: Former Texas recruit bypassed college to play in the Australian-based National Basketball League. Averaged 2.9 points in 7.7 minutes. Has length but a slight frame.
24. New York Knicks (from Dallas) -- Kyshawn George, forward, 6-7, 209, Miami
Scouting report: Offers long-term potential as a shooter with size. Hit 40.8% of 3s in lone college season but did little inside the arc (28 of 81 made shots, 34.6%).
25. New York Knicks -- Pacome Dadiet, forward, 6-8, 217, Ratiopharm Ulm (Germany)
Scouting report: A developing player from France with potential as a rim finisher with 3-point range. Projects as a versatile defender. Turns 19 in July.
26. Washington Wizards (from LA Clippers via Dallas and Oklahoma City) -- Dillon Jones, guard, 6-5, 237, Weber State
Scouting report: A scorer with a strong frame. Averaged 20.8 points and 5.2 assists. An elite rebounder by averaging 10.5 boards over his last three seasons. Shot just 32% from 3-point range over his four-year career.
27. Minnesota Timberwolves -- Terrence Shannon Jr., guard, 6-6, 219, Illinois
Scouting report: AP third-team All-American last year as nation's No. 3 scorer (23.0). Downhill attacker who shot 36% on 3s. Texas Tech transfer who blossomed as a scorer in two seasons with Illinois. Recently found not guilty on a rape charge to resolve a legal case closely watched by scouts. 
28. Denver Nuggets -- Ryan Dunn, forward, 6-6, 214, Virginia
Scouting report: Massive defensive potential with nearly 7-2 wingspan. Can protect the rim (2.3 blocks) or the perimeter. Offensive game is a question.
29. Utah Jazz (from Oklahoma City via Toronto and Indiana) -- Isaiah Collier, guard, 6-3, 205, USC
Scouting report: Can attack the rim with strong frame and quickness. Averaged 16.3 points and 4.3 assists as a one-and-done floor leader. Averaged 3.3 turnovers for a 15-18 team.
30. Boston Celtics -- Baylor Scheierman, guard/forward, 6-6, 202, Creighton
Scouting report: South Dakota State transfer averaged 15.5 points, made 197 3-pointers and shot 37.3% on 3s in two seasons with Bluejays. Lacks elite athleticism and must develop defensively.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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            1 of 3 | Russia's Daniil Medvedev plays a shot against Australia's Alex De Minaur during their fourth round match of the French Open tennis tournament at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Monday, June 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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                                        LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AP) -- The IOC invited eight top Russian tennis players plus Aryna Sabalenka and Victoria Azarenka from Belarus on Thursday to compete as neutral athletes at the Paris Olympics -- though some already declined the expected offer.
The Russian men invited to compete in the Olympic tournament at Roland Garros from July 27-Aug. 4 are No. 5 Daniil Medvedev, No. 6 Andrey Rublev, Karen Khachanov and Roman Safiullin.
The Russian women -- Daria Kasatkina, Liudmila Samsonova, Ekaterina Aleksandrova and Mirra Andreeva -- are ranked currently from No. 14 to 24, respectively.
Sabalenka, a two-time Australian Open champion, already said she will skip the Olympics to avoid switching from Wimbledon on grass, back to clay at the Olympics, then to hard courts in August ahead of the U.S. Open. Rublev has reportedly cited health reasons to not go.

    


Tennis is the latest of the Olympic sports to have invitations to Paris confirmed as part of a vetting process to let some athletes from Russia and its military ally Belarus compete with neutral status in individual sports during the invasion of Ukraine.




The International Olympic Committee is overseeing vetting to block athletes who expressed support for the Russian invasion or had ties to sports clubs linked to the military or state security services.
Russia and Belarus already are excluded from team sports at the Paris Games that open July 26.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The IOC announced this month that a first round of 14 Russians and 11 Belarusians were eligible and invited to Paris, including in cycling, weightlifting and wrestling. Some invitations have been declined.
On Thursday, two athletes in rowing and two in shooting from Belarus were invited to compete in Paris, though none in modern pentathlon. Russia did not have entry quota places in those three sports.
It is still unclear how many Russian athletes will compete at the Olympics. The IOC already barred those that do from taking part in the opening ceremony parade of athletes scheduled on boats sailing along the River Seine.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            1 of 2 | Red Bull driver Max Verstappen of the Netherlands attends a news conference the Red Bull Ring racetrack in Spielberg, Austria, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The Austrian Formula One Grand Prix will be held on Sunday. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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            2 of 2 | Red Bull driver Max Verstappen of the Netherlands speaks during a news conference the Red Bull Ring racetrack in Spielberg, Austria, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The Austrian Formula One Grand Prix will be held on Sunday. (AP Photo/Darko Bandic)
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                                        SPIELBERG, Austria (AP) -- Three-time defending Formula One champion Max Verstappen dispelled any lingering doubts about his immediate future by saying he will remain at Red Bull next season.
Verstappen spoke Thursday at a press conference before the Austrian Grand Prix and after being asked a third time if he would publicly commit to Red Bull finally replied "OK, yes."
"I mean, we're already also working on next year's car," the Dutch driver said. "I think when you're very focused on that, that means that you're also driving for the team."
Verstappen has a contract with Red Bull through 2028, but Lewis Hamilton's vacant seat at Mercedes come 2025 has spawned speculation about the German team attempting to lure Verstappen away. Mercedes boss Toto Wolff said earlier this year that he'd "love" to have Verstappen as a driver.
"Of course, people are talking, but it's most important just that we have a very competitive car for the future," Verstappen said. "And for sure, I said this already with the team, we are working and focusing also on next year to try and be competitive again."
Verstappen leads the drivers' standings with a 69-point advantage over McLaren's Lando Norris. He has won seven of 10 races so far, including last weekend's Spanish GP.
F1 will undergo a major rulebook overhaul for 2026.
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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Big East signs 6-year rights agreement with Fox Sports, NBC and TNT
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                    The logo for the Big East Conference is displayed on a row of court side chairs at the Big East Conference women's basketball tournament in Hartford, Conn., Friday, March 8, 2013. The Big East Conference will expand to having games on three networks and see a significant increase in revenues under a new six-year media rights deal announced on Thursday, June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Jessica Hill)
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                                        The Big East Conference will expand to having games on three networks and see a significant increase in revenues under a new six-year media rights deal announced on Thursday.
Fox Sports will remain as the conference's lead network under the new agreement, which begins with the 2025-26 season, while NBC and TNT will carry Big East games for the first time.
The conferences's 12-year deal with Fox and CBS expires at the end of the upcoming 2024-25 season and averaged $41.67 million per year. With the increased revenue, the Big East should also be on better financial footing with the Power Four conferences, especially since it doesn't have football.
The Big East though is considered one of nation's premier basketball conferences and features two-time defending men's champion Connecticut among its 11 members. UConn also returned to the Women's Final Four this past season.

    


Fox signed a deal with the Big East after the seven Catholic schools separated from the football schools to form a basketball-centric conference in 2013. Butler, Xavier and Creighton also joined the conference and UConn returned in 2020.




The new agreement will see more than 150 men's regular season games aired, including all league contests and conference tournament games. It will also see up to 65 women's regular season and tournament games, which is more than triple the previous deal.
Fox will air at least 80 men's and women's games, including the conference tournament, on Fox, FS1 and FS2 under the new agreement. The men's tournament final will also remain on Fox.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

NBC will get an early start on its Big East deal with 25 regular-season men's games and five tournament contests being streamed on Peacock this upcoming season. Beginning in 2025-26, Peacock and NBC will carry more than 60 men's and women's regular season and conference tournament games.
Fox and NBC also carry Big Ten basketball under a rights agreement that started this past season.

    


TNT, which airs the NCAA Men's Basketball Tournament with CBS, will have at least 65 regular-season games (50 men's 15 women's) across TNT, TBS, truTV and Max. It also marks the first time TNT will have a package of games with a college conference.
___
Get poll alerts and updates on the AP Top 25 throughout the season. Sign up here. AP college basketball: https://apnews.com/hub/ap-top-25-college-basketball-poll and https://apnews.com/hub/college-basketball
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England wins toss and elects to field against unbeaten India in T20 World Cup semifinals
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            1 of 4 | Fans carry Indian flags in the stands as groundsmen cover the field after wet outfield delayed the start of the ICC Men's T20 World Cup second semifinal cricket match between England and India at the Guyana National Stadium in Providence, Guyana, Thursday, June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            2 of 4 | The umpires inspect the field after wet outfield delayed the start of the ICC Men's T20 World Cup second semifinal cricket match between England and India at the Guyana National Stadium in Providence, Guyana, Thursday, June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            3 of 4 | Groundsmen pull the covers as umpires inspect the field after wet outfield delayed the start of the ICC Men's T20 World Cup second semifinal cricket match between England and India at the Guyana National Stadium in Providence, Guyana, Thursday, June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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            4 of 4 | Parts of the ground are seen covered after wet outfield delayed the start of the ICC Men's T20 World Cup second semifinal cricket match between England and India at the Guyana National Stadium in Providence, Guyana, Thursday, June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa)
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                                        PROVIDENCE, Guyana (AP) -- England captain Jos Buttler won the toss and elected to field first against unbeaten India in the semifinals at the Twenty20 World Cup on Thursday.
The toss was delayed by 80 minutes because of heavy early morning rain that left the outfield wet.
The winner will face South Africa in Saturday's final at Kensington Oval in Bridgetown, Barbados. South Africa beat Afghanistan by nine wickets in Wednesday's lopsided semifinal at Trinidad as Afghans were blown away for 56 runs.
Extra time has been allocated to try to achieve a result Thursday but in the case of a washout and with no reserve day, India would advance as the higher-placed team after the Super Eight.
According to playing conditions of the tournament, at least 10-overs-a-side is a must to constitute a game in the knockout stage.
"Looks a decent surface, everyone's talked about the low bounce at this ground," Buttler said. "With the rain around we hope it's an advantage to bowl first."

    


Captain Rohit Sharma has been superb throughout the tournament in the United States and Caribbean, making 92 in India's latest win over Australia. Jasprit Bumrah has been effective both on pitches in New York and the Caribbean, taking 11 wickets.




Sharma said he would have batted first had he won the toss in the "big game" against the defending champion.
"We want to put runs on the board," Sharma said at the toss. "(Pitch) looks a little dry, hopefully it gets slower and slower."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Buttler carries some happy memories of his last meeting with India when England won by 10 wickets at Adelaide in the semifinals of the 2022 World Cup.
Both teams were unchanged which means India kept its faith on the struggling form of Virat Kohli, who has scored just 66 runs in six games during the tournament, including two ducks.
___
Lineups:
India: Rohit Sharma (captain), Virat Kohli, Rishabh Pant, Suryakumar Yadav, Shivam Dube, Hardik Pandya, Axar Patel, Ravindra Jadeja, Arshdeep Singh, Kuldeep Yadav, Jasprit Bumrah
England: Jos Buttler (captain), Phil Salt, Jonny Bairstow, Harry Brook, Moeen Ali, Liam Livingstone, Sam Curran, Chris Jordan, Jofra Archer, Adil Rashid, Reece Topley
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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1 million tickets sold for the Paris Paralympics, 2 months left to reach 2.8 million target
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                    FILE - Athletes compete during men's T54 5000m heat at Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games, Friday, Aug. 27, 2021, in Tokyo, Japan. With two months left before the start of the Paralympics in Paris, organizers said Thursday, June 27, 2024, that one million tickets have been sold. That is still only just above a third of the 2.8 million tickets available for the Aug 28-Sept. 8 Paralympic Games. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko, File)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- With two months left before the start of the Paralympics in Paris, organizers said Thursday that one million tickets have been sold.
But that is only just above a third of the 2.8 million tickets available for the Aug 28-Sept. 8 Paralympic Games.
Organizers said there are 550,000 tickets on sale for 25 euros ($27) or less. 
Lower-priced tickets cost 15 euros ($16) for events like wheelchair tennis at Roland Garros -- the home of the French Open -- and for blind soccer being played at the foot of the Eiffel Tower.
The current highest-selling Paralympic events are for track and field (being held at the national stadium, Stade de France), for basketball (at the Bercy Arena), and to watch swimming (at La Defense Arena) and tennis. 
Three para events have now sold out: triathlon at the pleasing-on-the eye Pont Alexandre III bridge; equestrian on the grounds of the resplendent Palace of Versailles, and shooting outside of Paris in Chateauroux. 

    


An awareness campaign was launched with 100 days to go, featuring three Paralympic athletes, with each of them alone in an empty stadium. 
The campaign slogan -- "Il ne me manque rien, sauf vous" (I'm not missing anything, except you) -- served as a rallying call to get more people to come and watch.
The Paralympics follow the July 26-Aug. 11 Paris Olympics.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Wimbledon 2024: Jannik Sinner, Carlos Alcaraz and Novak Djokovic are among the men to watch
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            1 of 6 | Italy's Jannik Sinner practices at the All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club in Wimbledon ahead of the Wimbledon Championships, scheduled to begin on July, Wednesday June 26, 2024. (John Walton/PA via AP)
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            2 of 6 | Novak Djokovic during a training session at the All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club in Wimbledon ahead of the Wimbledon Championships, which begins on July 1st, on Tuesday June 25, 2024. (John Walton/PA via AP)
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            3 of 6 | Spain's Carlos Alcaraz practises at the All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club in Wimbledon, ahead of the Wimbledon Championships, which begin on July 1st, in London, Thursday June 27, 2024. (Zac Goodwin/PA via AP)
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            4 of 6 | Poland's Hubert Hurkacz serves the ball during his singles final match against Italy's Jannik Sinner, in Halle, Germany, Sunday, June 23, 2024. (Friso Gentsch/dpa via AP)
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            5 of 6 | Australia's Alex de Minaur returns the ball to Italy's Lorenzo Musetti during their men's singles match on day four of The Queen's Club tennis tournament, in London, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (Zac Goodwin/PA via AP)
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            6 of 6 | United States' Tommy Paul plays a return to Italy's Lorenzo Musetti during their men's singles final match at The Queen's Club tennis tournament, in London, Sunday, June 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            3 of 6 | Spain's Carlos Alcaraz practises at the All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club in Wimbledon, ahead of the Wimbledon Championships, which begin on July 1st, in London, Thursday June 27, 2024. (Zac Goodwin/PA via AP)
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            4 of 6 | Poland's Hubert Hurkacz serves the ball during his singles final match against Italy's Jannik Sinner, in Halle, Germany, Sunday, June 23, 2024. (Friso Gentsch/dpa via AP)
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            5 of 6 | Australia's Alex de Minaur returns the ball to Italy's Lorenzo Musetti during their men's singles match on day four of The Queen's Club tennis tournament, in London, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. (Zac Goodwin/PA via AP)
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            6 of 6 | United States' Tommy Paul plays a return to Italy's Lorenzo Musetti during their men's singles final match at The Queen's Club tennis tournament, in London, Sunday, June 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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                                        WIMBLEDON, England (AP) -- Here are some of the men to watch at Wimbledon, which starts at the All England Club on Monday:
Jannik Sinner
Ranking: 1
Career-Best Ranking: 1
Country: Italy
Age: 22
2024 Record: 38-3
2024 Titles: 4
Career Titles: 14
Grand Slam Titles: 1 -- Australian Open (2024)
Last 5 Wimbledons: 2023-Lost in the Semifinals, 2022-QF, 2021-1st, 2019-Did Not Play, 2018-DNP
Aces: Is the 29th man -- and first Italian -- to reach No. 1 in the ATP rankings. ... Won his first major championship at the Australian Open in January. ... Lost to Novak Djokovic at Wimbledon each of the past two years. ... Won first grass-court title at Halle, Germany, in June.
He Said It: "In the beginning of the year, we said, 'We are going hunting, and then we'll see what we can catch.'"
Read All About It: Sinner looks ahead to Wimbledon after reaching No. 1
Novak Djokovic
Ranking: 2
Career-Best Ranking: 1

    


Country: Serbia
Age: 37
2024 Record: 18-6
2024 Titles: Zero
Career Titles: 98
Grand Slam Titles: 24 -- Wimbledon (7: 2011, 2014, 2015, 2018, 2019, 2021, 2022), Australian Open (10: 2008, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2023), French Open (3: 2016, 2021, 2023), U.S. Open (4: 2011, 2015, 2018, 2023)




Last 5 Wimbledons: 2023-Runner-Up, 2022-W, 2021-W, 2019-W, 2018-W
Aces: Pulled out of the French Open before the quarterfinals after tearing the meniscus in his right knee during a match there, then had surgery. ... Has been testing his knee at the All England Club, including a practice session with Jannik Sinner at Centre Court on Thursday. Djokovic wore a gray sleeve on his right leg during that session. ... Has not won a title -- or even reached a tournament final -- in 2024.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He Said It: "I'm going to do my best to be healthy and fit to return to the court as soon as possible."
Read All About It: Djokovic withdraws from the French Open with a knee injury
Carlos Alcaraz
Ranking: 3
Career-Best Ranking: 1

    


Country: Spain
Age: 21
2024 Record: 26-6
2024 Titles: 2
Career Titles: 14
Grand Slam Titles: 3 -- Wimbledon (2023), French Open (2024), U.S. Open (2022)
Last 5 Wimbledons: 2023-W, 2022-4th, 2021-2nd, 2019-DNP, 2018-DNP
Aces: His French Open title made him, at 21, the youngest man to win a Grand Slam trophy on all three surfaces: hard, grass and clay courts. ... He first reached No. 1 at age 19. ... Defeated Novak Djokovic in five sets in last year's final at the All England Club.
He Said It: ""My game suits ... every surface, because I practice it."
Read All About It: Alcaraz's 2023 Wimbledon title showed he's who everyone thought he was
Hubert Hurkacz
Ranking: 5
Career-Best Ranking: 1
Country: Poland
Age: 27
2024 Record: 33-13
2024 Titles: 1
Career Titles: 8
Grand Slam Titles: None -- Best: Semifinals, Wimbledon (2021)
Last 5 Wimbledons: 2023-4th, 2022-1st, 2021-SF, 2019-3rd, 2018-1st
Aces: Was the runner-up to Jannik Sinner at a grass-court tournament in Halle, Germany, in June. ... Was the last man to play Roger Federer, beating him in the Wimbledon quarterfinals three years ago. Federer announced his retirement more than a year later. ... Defeated Rafael Nadal on clay in Rome in May.

    


He Said It: "My serve has improved. ... I would (also) say my return, my knowledge about tennis, knowledge about myself. Also, physically, I think I'm a better player."
Read All About It: Hurkacz was the last player to face -- and beat -- Federer
Alex de Minaur
Ranking: 9
Career-Best Ranking: 7
Country: Australia
Age: 25
2024 Record: 33-12
2024 Titles: 2
Career Titles: 9
Grand Slam Titles: None -- Best: Quarterfinals, French Open (2024), U.S. Open (2020)
Last 5 Wimbledons: 2023-2nd, 2022-4th, 2021-1st, 2019-2nd, 2018-3rd
Aces: Won a grass-court title in June at Den Bosch, Netherlands. ... Broke into the ATP's top 10 for the first time in January, the first man from Australia to get that high since Lleyton Hewitt in 2006. ... Recently moved all the way up to No. 7. ... Coming off a quarterfinal run at Roland Garros, a result he was surprised by because his game is better suited to grass or hard courts than clay.
He Said It: "Looks like I've converted myself into a clay specialist."
Read All About It: A first French Open quarterfinal for de Minaur

    


Tommy Paul
Ranking: 12
Career-Best Ranking: 12
Country: United States
Age: 27
2024 Record: 27-10
2024 Titles: 2
Career Titles: 3
Grand Slam Titles: None -- Best: Semifinals, Australian Open (2023)
Last 5 Wimbledons: 2023-3rd, 2022-4th, 2021-DNP, 2019-DNP, 2018-DNP
Aces: Rose to become the highest-ranked American man for the first time by winning the Queen's Club title on grass in June. He's the first man from the country to win that event since Sam Querrey in 2010. ... Reached first major semifinal at 2023 Australian Open before losing to eventual champion Novak Djokovic. ... Born in New Jersey; grew up in North Carolina; now based in Florida.
He Said It: "My goal starting the year was to win more tournaments, take home more trophies and try and get into the top 10."

    


Read All About It: Paul's first Grand Slam semifinal came against Djokovic
___
Howard Fendrich has been the AP's tennis writer since 2002. Find his stories here: https://apnews.com/author/howard-fendrich
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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Gymnast Skye Blakely pulls out of Olympic trials following Achilles injury
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                    Skye Blakely competes in the floor exercise during the U.S. gymnastics championships, Friday, May 31, 2024, in Fort Worth, Texas. (AP Photo/Jim Cowsert)
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                                        MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- Skye Blakely's bid to make the U.S. women's Olympic gymnastics team is over.
The 19-year-old will miss the U.S. Olympic trials after suffering a right Achilles injury during training on Wednesday. 
USA Gymnastics confirmed the injury Thursday, just over 24 hours before the women's trials begin.
Blakely arrived at trials as a heavy favorite to make the five-woman team following a standout performance at the U.S. Championships, where she finished second to Simone Biles.
Blakely, who lives and trains in Frisco, Texas just outside of Dallas, was going through her floor exercise routine inside Target Center on Wednesday when her right leg gave way during a tumbling pass. She was in tears as she was helped off the podium and placed in a wheelchair to be evaluated.
The injury comes three years after Blakely tore a ligament in her elbow on the first day of the 2021 U.S. Olympic trials, forcing her out of the competition. Blakely said recently she went to a "dark place" mentally in the aftermath and credited a mental health professional for helping her move forward.
Blakely's injury leaves just 15 athletes competing to be on the five-woman U.S. team that figures to be a heavy gold medal favorite in Paris.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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Japan, Australia and Saudi Arabia grouped together in third round of Asian World Cup qualifying
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                                        KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia (AP) -- Japan, Australia and Saudi Arabia will face each other in the third round of Asia's World Cup qualification for a third cycle in a row following Thursday's draw in Kuala Lumpur.
The three powerhouses, with 19 World Cup appearances between them, have been placed in Group C with Bahrain, China and Indonesia.
Asia's automatic allocation has increased from four teams in 2022 to eight in 2026. The top two from each of the three groups of six will qualify for the World Cup, while the six teams that finish third and fourth will progress to the fourth round of qualification to play off for two more places.
Australia coach Graham Arnold believes that his team is stronger than before.
"In the last campaign we didn't have the depth in the team that we have today," Arnold, in charge since 2018, said. "A lot of people are sitting back and thinking that there are 8 1/2 teams potentially going to be qualifying and that it's going to be easier, but the draw has shown today that there's three tough groups."

    


Group A consists of Iran, which has appeared at the last three World Cups, and Asian champion Qatar, the 2022 host seeking to qualify for a first time. Uzbekistan can make a first appearance, as can Central Asian neighbor Kyrgyzstan. The United Arab Emirates made it in 1990, while North Korea qualified in 1966 and 2010.




Tim Cahill, the former Australia international who is now the Qatar soccer association's technical director, is looking forward to the challenge. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We always have to believe there is a chance," Cahill said. "Now we know who we are going to play, and what it comes down to is the preparation, logistics, and making sure the squad is ready mentally and physically. This is a different stage for us, and it will involve traveling and visiting many countries. It will be difficult, but we have to play."
South Korea will record an 11th successive World Cup appearance if it can finish in the top two of Group C. Of the five opponents for the 2002 semifinalist only Iraq, in 1986, and Kuwait, in 1982, have made it before. Jordan, Oman and the Palestine round out the group.
The third round will kick off in September and end in June 2025.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/soccer
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Steve Gleason to receive Arthur Ashe Courage Award at The ESPYS for his work on ALS awareness
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                    FILE - Former NFL football player and ALS patient Steve Gleason, second from right, and Pearl Jam guitarist Mike McCready, left, participate in ceremonies in commemoration of Lou Gehrig Day before a baseball game between the Seattle Mariners and the Los Angeles Angels, Sunday, June 2, 2024, in Seattle. Retired NFL safety Steve Gleason, who has been fighting ALS since 2011, will receive the Arthur Ashe Award for Courage at The ESPYS on July 11. (AP Photo/Jason Redmond, File)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Retired NFL safety Steve Gleason, who has been fighting ALS since 2011, will receive the Arthur Ashe Award for Courage at The ESPYS on July 11.
The 47-year-old Gleason spent eight years in the NFL before retiring in 2008. Three years later, he went public with his diagnosis of amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, also known as Lou Gehrig's disease.
Gleason established his nonprofit, Team Gleason, to help people with ALS live purposeful lives by providing programming and support services. It successfully lobbied for The Steve Gleason Act, which ensures the availability of life-sustaining communication devices in the U.S.
"Over the past 13 years, I've been documenting our journey with ALS. My aim has always been to see if we can discover peace, freedom, and a love of life, even in the midst of extreme adversity," Gleason said in a statement Thursday. "Being recognized at The 2024 ESPYS is not just an honor, but a powerful platform to further help and serve others."

    


In 2019, Gleason was awarded a Congressional Gold Medal for his contributions to ALS awareness. Earlier this year, he released his memoir.




During his eight years with the New Orleans Saints, Gleason's memorable punt block in the team's first game back after Hurricane Katrina became a symbol of recovery in the city.
The Ashe award is given to a sports person who has made a difference beyond the field of play by fighting for what they believe in. Among the past recipients are the USA Gymnastics sexual abuse survivors, Bill Russell, Kevin Love, Maya Moore, Vitali Klitschko and the U.S. women's national soccer team.
Serena Williams will host The ESPYS, honoring the past year's top athletes and sports moments, live on ABC.
__
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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French F1 driver Pierre Gasly signs multi-year contract extension with Alpine team
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                    Alpine driver Pierre Gasly of France waves during the drivers parade ahead of the Chinese Formula One Grand Prix, Shanghai, China, on April 21, 2024. Formula One driver Pierre Gasly has signed a multi-year deal contract extension with the Alpine team. (AP Photo, File)
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                                        ENSTONE, England (AP) -- Formula 1 driver Pierre Gasly has signed a multiyear contract extension with the Alpine team.
Alpine said in a statement Thursday the deal "will take Pierre into the 2025 season and beyond." No further details were given.
The 28-year-old Frenchman is in his second season with Alpine. After a tough start to this campaign, he has scored points in the past three races heading into this weekend's Austrian Grand Prix.
He finished 11th in the drivers' standings last season, with a best finish of third place at the Netherlands GP.
"It has always been the plan to build a long-term project with the team," Gasly said. "While on track it's been a challenging season so far, I remain faithful to the project and I am not going anywhere. I am happy with the changes made, the hard work, and the direction the team is taking."

    


Gasly's teammate Esteban Ocon is leaving Alpine at the end of the season. The French-owned team said it will announce "in due" course who will replace him.
Ocon and Gasly have made no secret of the fact they don't have a great relationship. The pair collided approaching the tunnel section at the Monaco GP last month, with Ocon taking responsibility for the incident and receiving a five-place grid penalty for the following race.




In March, two executives in charge of designing Alpine's new F1 car quit after a disappointing performance at the season-opening Bahrain GP.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Alpine is reportedly interesting in signing Carlos Sainz to replace Ocon after the Spaniard lost his seat with Ferrari with seven-time F1 champion Lewis Hamilton leaving Mercedes to join the Italian team next year.
Gasly has entered 140 races and has four podium finishes, including victory at the Italian GP in 2020, when he held off then-McLaren driver Sainz in the closing laps.
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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Canadian driver Lance Stroll will continue racing for Aston Martin into 2026 season
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                    FILE - Aston Martin driver Lance Stroll of Canada arrives before the start of the Sprint race at the Formula One Miami Grand Prix auto race at the Miami International Autodrome, Saturday, May 4, 2024, in Miami Gardens, Fla. Canadian driver Lance Stroll will continue racing for Aston Martin into the 2026 season, the Formula 1 team said Thursday, June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Wilfredo Lee, File)
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                                        SILVERSTONE, England (AP) -- Canadian driver Lance Stroll will continue racing for Aston Martin into the 2026 season, the Formula 1 team said Thursday.
No details were given about the length of Stroll's contract, but the team said the contract "will see Lance race into the new era of F1 regulations" -- which start in 2026.
"I'm super happy to have committed to staying with the team for 2025 and beyond," Stroll said. "There's still so much more to look forward to."
Stroll finished 10th in the drivers' standings last season with a best finish of fourth at the Australian GP. This season he is in 11th place heading into this weekend's Austrian GP, with a best result of sixth, again secured in Australia.
The extension also means Stroll and the 42-year-old Fernando Alonso will continue together for a third and fourth season. In April, the two-time F1 champion Alonso signed a contract extension with Aston Martin for at least two more seasons.

    


"The consistency and stability of both Lance and Fernando remaining with our team is a great platform to continue to realise our ambitions," team principal Mike Krack said. "We look forward to creating some incredible memories and achieving further success together."
The team is owned by the 25-year-old Stroll's father, Lawrence Stroll.
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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High-A Northwest League Glance
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                                        All Times EDT
	Northwest League				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Vancouver (Toronto) 	5	0	1.000	--
	Everett (Seattle)	4	1	.800	1
	x-Spokane (Colorado) 	3	2	.600	2
	Eugene (San Francisco) 	2	3	.400	3
	Hillsboro (Arizona)	1	4	.200	4
	Tri-City (L.A. Angels)	0	5	.000	5

x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, June 25

Eugene 6, Tri-City 2
Vancouver 2, Hillsboro 0
Everett 14, Spokane 7
	Wednesday, June 26

Eugene 10, Tri-City 2
Vancouver 3, Hillsboro 1
Everett 5, Spokane 0
	Thursday, June 27

Spokane at Everett, 3:05 p.m.
Tri-City at Eugene, 9:35 p.m.
Hillsboro at Vancouver, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, June 28

Hillsboro at Vancouver, 4:05 p.m.
Tri-City at Eugene, 9:35 p.m.
Spokane at Everett, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 29

Hillsboro at Vancouver, 4:05 p.m.
Tri-City at Eugene, 8:05 p.m.
Spokane at Everett, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 30

Hillsboro at Vancouver, 4:05 p.m.
Tri-City at Eugene, 7:05 p.m.
Spokane at Everett, 7:05 p.m.
	Monday, July 1

Everett at Vancouver, 4:05 p.m.
Eugene at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
Spokane at Tri-City, 10:05 p.m.
	Tuesday, July 2

Everett at Vancouver, 10:05 p.m.
Eugene at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
Spokane at Tri-City, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, July 3

Everett at Vancouver, 10:05 p.m.
Eugene at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
Spokane at Tri-City, 10:05 p.m.
	Thursday, July 4

Hillsboro at Eugene, 9:35 p.m.
Vancouver at Everett, 10:05 p.m.

    


Tri-City at Spokane, 10:05 p.m.
All Times EDT
	Northwest League				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Vancouver (Toronto) 	5	0	1.000	--
	Everett (Seattle)	4	1	.800	1
	x-Spokane (Colorado) 	3	2	.600	2
	Eugene (San Francisco) 	2	3	.400	3
	Hillsboro (Arizona)	1	4	.200	4
	Tri-City (L.A. Angels)	0	5	.000	5

___
	Tuesday, June 25

Everett 14, Spokane 7
	Wednesday, June 26

Everett 5, Spokane 0
	Thursday, June 27

Hillsboro at Vancouver, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, June 28

Spokane at Everett, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 29

Spokane at Everett, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 30

Spokane at Everett, 7:05 p.m.
	Monday, July 1

Spokane at Tri-City, 10:05 p.m.
	Tuesday, July 2





Spokane at Tri-City, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, July 3

Spokane at Tri-City, 10:05 p.m.
	Thursday, July 4
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                                        	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W 	L	Pct.	GB
	San Jose (San Francisco)	4	1	.800	--
	Fresno (Colorado)	2	3	.400	2
	x-Modesto (Seattle)	2	3	.400	2
	Stockton (Oakland)	2	3	.400	2


	South Division				
		 W 	L 	Pct. 	GB 
	x-Lake Elsinore (San Diego) 	3	2	.600	--
	Rancho Cucamonga (L.A. Dodgers) 	3	2	.600	--
	Visalia (Arizona)	3	2	.600	--
	Inland Empire (L.A. Angels) 	1	4	.200	2


x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, June 25

Lake Elsinore 3, Rancho Cucamonga 1
San Jose 7, Fresno 2
Inland Empire 10, Visalia 8
Stockton 9, Modesto 8, 10 innings
	Wednesday, June 26

San Jose 8, Fresno 4
Visalia 10, Inland Empire 2
Lake Elsinore 7, Rancho Cucamonga 5
Modesto 7,. Stockton 1
	Thursday, June 27

Rancho Cucamonga at Lake Elsinore, 9:05 p.m.
Fresno at San Jose, 9:30 p.m.
Visalia at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Modesto at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, June 28

Visalia at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at Lake Elsinore, 9:45 p.m.
Fresno at San Jose, 10 p.m.
Modesto at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 29

Fresno at San Jose, 8 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at Lake Elsinore, 8:15 p.m.
Visalia at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Modesto at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 30

Rancho Cucamonga at Lake Elsinore, 4:15 p.m.

    


Modesto at Stockton, 5:09 p.m.
Fresno at San Jose, 8 p.m.
Visalia at Inland Empire, 8:35 p.m.
	Monday, July 1

Inland Empire at Lake Elsinore, 8:05 p.m.
Stockton at San Jose, 9:30 p.m.
Visalia at Rancho Cucamonga, 9:30 p.m.
Fresno at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	Tuesday, July 2





Inland Empire at Lake Elsinore, 9:05 p.m.
Stockton at San Jose, 9:30 p.m.
Visalia at Rancho Cucamonga, 9:30 p.m.
Fresno at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, July 3

Visalia at Rancho Cucamonga, 8:45 p.m.
Stockton at San Jose, 9:30 p.m.
Inland Empire at Lake Elsinore, 9:45 p.m.
Fresno at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	Thursday, July 4


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lake Elsinore at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Modesto at Fresno, 9:35 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at Visalia, 10 p.m.
San Jose at Stockton, 10 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W 	L	Pct.	GB
	San Jose (San Francisco)	4	1	.800	--
	Fresno (Colorado)	2	3	.400	2
	x-Modesto (Seattle)	2	3	.400	2
	Stockton (Oakland)	2	3	.400	2

	South Division				
		 W 	L 	Pct. 	GB 
	x-Lake Elsinore (San Diego) 	3	2	.600	--
	Rancho Cucamonga (L.A. Dodgers) 	3	2	.600	--
	Visalia (Arizona)	3	2	.600	--
	Inland Empire (L.A. Angels) 	1	4	.200	2

___
	Tuesday, June 25

Stockton 9, Modesto 8, 10 innings
	Wednesday, June 26

Modesto 7,. Stockton 1
	Thursday, June 27

Modesto at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, June 28

Modesto at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 29

Modesto at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 30

Visalia at Inland Empire, 8:35 p.m.
	Monday, July 1

Fresno at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	Tuesday, July 2

Fresno at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, July 3

Fresno at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	Thursday, July 4
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Mariners beat Rays 5-2 to avoid sweep
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                    El tercera base de los Marineros de Seattle Josh Rojas y el dominicano Julio Rodriguez felicitan a Cal Raleigh tras su jonron de tres carreras frente a los Rays de Tampa Bay el miercoles 26 de junio del 2024. (AP Foto/Steve Nesius)
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                                        ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) -- George Kirby allowed one run in six innings, Cal Raleigh hit a three-run homer and the AL West-leading Seattle Mariners avoided a three-game sweep by beating the Tampa Bay Rays 5-2 on Wednesday.
Seattle went 3-6 on a trip to Cleveland, Miami and Tampa Bay and at 19-25 is the only division leader with a losing road record.
Seattle closer Andres Munoz, who blew his second save in 15 chances on Monday, loaded the bases with no outs in the ninth on two walks and a hit by pitch with the Mariners ahead 5-1. Richie Palacios hit into a run-scoring forceout off Trent Thornton, who got his first big league save when Amed Rosario grounded into a game-ending double play.
PIRATES 6, REDS 1
CINCINNATI (AP) -- Andrew McCutchen hit a two-run homer, Luis L. Ortiz threw six innings of one-run ball as Pittsburgh beat Cincinnati, winning a series between the NL Central rivals for the second consecutive week.

    


Rowdy Tellez also homered and Jason Delay drove in a pair of runs with a two-out double in the sixth. The Pirates (39-41) took two of three from the Reds, as they did last week in Pittsburgh.
Ortiz (4-2) allowed four hits in six innings with seven strikeouts and no walks. Kyle Nicolas pitched two hitless innings and Aroldis Chapman finished with a perfect ninth as the Reds (37-43) were held to four hits or fewer for the 18th time.




PHILLIES 6, TIGERS 2
DETROIT (AP) -- Brandon Marsh had four hits, including a homer, and drove in four runs as Philadelphia beat Detroit to take two out of three games.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Marsh singled in the second inning, hit a two-run homer in the fourth, drove in two runs with a fifth-inning single and got another base hit in the eighth.
Phillies starter Spencer Turnbull, facing the Tigers for the first time after spending five seasons with them, allowed one run in three innings before leaving with right shoulder soreness. He was replaced by another former Tigers player, Gregory Soto.

    


ROYALS 5, MARLINS 1
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Salvador Perez highlighted a five-run, two-out rally in the eighth inning with a go-ahead double down the left-field line, as Kansas City went on to beat Miami for the series win.
Angel Zerpa (1-0) got the final two outs of the eighth in relief of Brady Singer, who allowed an RBI single to Vidal Brujan in the second inning but little else. James McArthur handled the ninth to finish it off.
Kansas City had been shut down by Valente Bellozo and the bullpen until the eighth, when Bobby Witt Jr. started the rally with a triple off Huascar Brazoban (0-1). Vinnie Pasquantino followed with a tying single, and after pinch runner Dairon Blanco swiped second, Perez delivered the double that gave Kansas City the lead.
Nick Loftin added an RBI single and Freddy Fermin drove in two more runs to provide McArthur some breathing room.
ASTROS 7, ROCKIES 1
HOUSTON (AP) -- Rookie Spencer Arrighetti struck out a season-high 10 in seven scoreless innings and Yainer Diaz had three hits to lead Houston to a win over Colorado that extends their winning streak to a season-high seven games.
The Astros, who opened 7-19, improved to 40-40 and reached .500 for the first time this season.

    


Arrighetti (4-6) tied a season-low with three hits and didn't walk a batter for the first time this year in his longest start of the season.
Colorado fell to 0-4 against Houston this year and have lost 11 in a row at Minute Maid Park, dating to Aug. 15, 2018. Their only run Wednesday came on a sacrifice fly by Brenton Doyle in the eighth inning as they dropped a third straight game.
BREWERS 6, RANGERS 5 F/10
MILWAUKEE (AP) -- Andruw Monasterio hit a game-ending single in the 10th inning after entering as a replacement for injured Joey Ortiz, as Milwaukee beat Texas helped by Jake Bauers' grand slam and Jackson Chourio's inside-the-park homer.
Milwaukee recovered after wasting a 4-1 lead in Dallas Keuchel's Brewers debut and the NL Central leader swept a three-game sweep from the World Series champion.
With Willy Adames on second base as the automatic runner, Bauers popped out on a bunt attempt off Jacob Latz (2-3), Rhys Hoskins was intentionally walked and Sal Frelick popped out. After a wild pitch, Monasterio lined a single to left-center.

    


Monasterio entered as a pinch hitter in the sixth after Ortiz ran into the tarp while chasing a popup in the top half.
ANGELS 5, ATHLETICS 2
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) -- Zach Neto had a tiebreaking three-run double in the sixth inning, and the Los Angeles Angels beat Oakland to sweep their three-game series.
Max Schuemann had an early RBI double that should have driven in two runs for the A's, but Kyle McCann was called out instead when he failed to touch home plate and then made contact with teammate Armando Alvarez, who had already scored.
Los Angeles still trailed 1-0 until its five-run sixth . Matt Thaiss added an RBI double for the Angels, who have won four of five after just their third series sweep of the season.
Joey Estes (2-3) gave up three hits and struck out eight while pitching into the sixth inning for the A's, who have lost five straight and 18 of 23. The right-hander walked two and remained winless in his past four starts.

    


Schuemann drove in another run with a sacrifice fly in the ninth inning for Oakland, which has lost 11 consecutive road games.
PADRES 8, NATIONALS 5
SAN DIEGO (AP) -- Kyle Higashioka homered twice, including his first career grand slam, and Dylan Cease pitched seven brilliant innings for the San Diego, who beat Washington to sweep a contentious three-game series.
Higashioka hit a two-run homer off rookie DJ Herz in the second inning and then a grand slam against Tanner Rainey in the eighth that hit high off the brick warehouse in the left-field corner and gave San Diego an 8-0 lead. It was the fourth grand slam of the season for the Padres and second in two nights. It was his fifth career-multihomer game. He has eight homers this year.
Higashioka was obtained in the deal that sent Juan Soto to the New York Yankees on Dec. 7. The catcher set his career-high with six RBIs and finished with three hits. 
The Padres took a one-hit shutout into the ninth before the Nationals scored five runs against two relievers, on four hits, a walk and a hit batter.
ORIOLES 4, GUARDIANS 2
BALTIMORE (AP) -- Cedric Mullins hit a tiebreaking solo homer in the seventh inning, and Baltimore beat Cleveland to end a five-game skid and snap the Guardians' seven-game winning streak.
Gunnar Henderson hit his 26th home run and Ryan O'Hearn also went deep for the Orioles, who were winless since pounding the Yankees 17-5 on June 20. It was their longest losing streak since May 2022.
Mullins connected off Xzavion Curry (0-2) to give Baltimore the lead for the first time. The towering drive soared inside foul pole and landed on Eutaw Street beyond the right field scoreboard.
O'Hearn made it 4-2 with a solo shot off Curry in the eighth.
Craig Kimbrel struck out the side in the ninth for his 17th save in 21 attempts. 
BRAVES 6, CARDINALS 2, 1ST GAME
CARDINALS 4, BRAVES 1, 2ND GAME
ST LOUIS (AP) -- Matthew Liberatore pitched six shutout innings in a spot start and Alec Burleson hit a go-ahead, two-run double to lead the St. Louis over Atlanta Braves for a day-night doubleheader split.
Jarred Kelenic had three hits, including his eighth home run, and three RBIs as the Braves won the opener 6-2. Kelenic was 6 for 9 with four RBIs in the doubleheader and is hitting .362 (17 for 47) with four homers and 10 RBIs since being moved to the leadoff spot in the batting order following Ronald Acuna Jr.'s season-ending knee injury.
Liberatore (2-2) gave up two hits and struck out eight in his fifth start of the season. He got the spot start following Tuesday night's rainout.
Burleson put the Braves ahead 2-0 in the third off Bryce Elder (1-3), who was recalled from Triple-A Gwinnett earlier in the day. An NL All-Star last season, Elder allowed two runs and five hits in six innings.
Michael Siani and Masyn Winn had two-out singles before Burleson lined the ball into the right-field corner for his 27th hit in June. Paul Goldschmidt and Brendan Donovan added run-scoring singles off Grant Holmes in the eighth.
Closer Ryan Helsley struck out Adam Duvall with two on for his major league-leading 28th save in 29 chances, his 28th in a row.
Kelenic had a run-scoring hit with two-out in the eighth off JoJo Romero after hitting a two-run homer in the sixth inning of the opener.
DODGERS 4, WHITE SOX 0
CHICAGO (AP) -- Shohei Ohtani hit another leadoff homer and Gavin Stone pitched a four-hitter, helping the Los Angeles Dodgers beat the Chicago White Sox on Wednesday for their fourth consecutive win.
Ohtani drove a full-count cut fastball from Erick Fedde deep to right-center for his NL-leading 25th homer. The 437-foot drive had a 113.9 mph exit velocity.
Ohtani's third leadoff homer this season extended his RBI streak to a franchise-record 10 games. The two-time AL MVP also hit a leadoff drive in Los Angeles' 4-3 victory on Tuesday night.
Stone (9-2) struck out seven and walked none in his first career complete game, providing a big lift for the NL West leaders after their bullpen accounted for 11 scoreless innings over the first two games of the sweep. The right-hander improved to 8-1 with a 2.03 ERA in his last 11 starts.
METS 12, YANKEES 2
NEW YORK (AP) -- Francisco Alvarez homered early and had three RBIs, Tyrone Taylor added a three-run drive and the surging New York Mets routed the New York Yankees for a two-game Subway Series sweep.
Harrison Bader also went deep and delivered an RBI double for the Mets (39-39), who chased rookie Luis Gil (9-3) in the fifth inning. They pounded Yankees pitching for seven homers, 21 runs and 24 hits over two nights at Citi Field.
With their 15th victory in 19 games, the Mets climbed back to .500 for the first time since they were 18-18 going into a May 10 loss to Atlanta.
The struggling Yankees, who lead the AL East, have lost four consecutive series and eight of 10 games.
Following an 87-minute rain delay in the bottom of the fifth, Aaron Judge launched a two-run homer with the Yankees trailing 7-0 in the sixth. It was his 287th home run, tying Bernie Williams for seventh in franchise history.
Judge also joined Mark McGwire (four times) and Ken Griffey Jr. as the only players to reach 30 homers before the All-Star break three times.
TWINS 8, DIAMONDBACKS 3
PHOENIX (AP) -- Jose Miranda hit an early three-run double, Simeon Woods Richardson pitched effectively into the sixth inning and Minnesota beat Arizona.
Miranda hit the first of two doubles in the second inning off Ryne Nelson (5-6) and the Twins piled on from there.
Willi Castro hit a two-run homer, Trevor Lamach doubled twice and one of baseball's best offenses banged out 14 hits, including eight for extra bases to bounce back from a 5-4 loss in the series opener.
That was more than enough for Woods Richardson (3-1), who allowed three runs on four hits and struck out four with two walks in 5 1/3 innings.
Lourdes Gurriel Jr. had two RBIs for Arizona, which had four hits.
GIANTS 4, CUBS 3
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) -- Michael Conforto and David Villar hit back-to-back home runs in the second inning, Luis Matos hit a tiebreaking solo shot in the fifth and San Francisco beat Chicago..
Seiya Suzuki homered for Chicago, which lost its fourth in a row and fell to 3-13 in its last 16 road games.
Giants starter Hayden Birdsong was called up from Triple-A Sacramento for his major league debut, and allowed three runs and six hits with five strikeouts and three walks in 4 2/3 innings.
Luke Jackson (4-1) followed with 1 1/3 scoreless innings for his fourth straight win. Camilo Doval pitched the ninth for his 14th save in 16 chances.
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Former G League Ignite teammates Ron Holland and Matas Buzelis heading to NBA's Central Division
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            1 of 6 | Matas Buzelis hugs family and friends after being selected by the Chicago Bulls as the 11th pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            2 of 6 | Matas Buzelis hugs family and friends after being selected by the Chicago Bulls as the 11th pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            3 of 6 | Matas Buzelis hugs NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected by the Chicago Bulls as the 11th pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            4 of 6 | Ron Holland II, right, greets NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected by the Detroit Pistons as the fifth pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            5 of 6 | Ron Holland II, right, poses for a photo with NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected by the Detroit Pistons as the fifth pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            6 of 6 | Ron Holland II, walks across the stage after being selected by the Detroit Pistons as the fifth pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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        Former G League Ignite teammates Ron Holland and Matas Buzelis heading to NBA's Central Division
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            1 of 6 | Matas Buzelis hugs family and friends after being selected by the Chicago Bulls as the 11th pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Matas Buzelis hugs family and friends after being selected by the Chicago Bulls as the 11th pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            2 of 6 | Matas Buzelis hugs family and friends after being selected by the Chicago Bulls as the 11th pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Matas Buzelis hugs family and friends after being selected by the Chicago Bulls as the 11th pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            3 of 6 | Matas Buzelis hugs NBA commissioner Adam Silver after being selected by the Chicago Bulls as the 11th pick during the first round of the NBA basketball draft, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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                                        Former G League Ignite teammates Ron Holland and Matas Buzelis will begin their NBA careers as Central Division rivals while the program that developed them disappears.
The Detroit Pistons selected Holland with the fifth overall pick in the NBA draft on Wednesday night. The move surprised the 6-foot-8 forward, who said he didn't have any contact with the Pistons before the draft. 
"It's a huge shock to me," Holland said.
Six picks later, the Bulls took Buzelis, a Chicago-area product and 6-9 forward whose parents played professionally in Lithuania. 
"Me being born and raised there (in Chicago), it just makes it so much better," Buzelis said. "I mean, it means everything to me."
Holland, 18, averaged 19.5 points in 14 games with the NBA G League Ignite before a thumb injury knocked him out for the rest of the season. Buzelis, 19, averaged 14.3 points and 6.9 rebounds in 26 games.

    


The NBA announced three months ago that the G League Ignite program wouldn't exist beyond 2024.
The Ignite provided an opportunity for NBA prospects who weren't yet draft-eligible to play pro basketball and prepare for the draft without having to attend college. The NBA determined that rule changes enabling college athletes to benefit from their name, image and likeness made college basketball more appealing for players who typically had chosen the Ignite.




Buzelis said he benefited from his Ignite experience.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Playing against the best players in the world," Buzelis said. "Getting trained by the best coaches in the world and having some vets that have been on NBA rosters and know what it's like to go through the route that we went on. So I think I gained an advantage by being there."
Trajan Langdon, the Pistons' new president of basketball operations, bluntly described the distinctions in scouting Ignite players versus college guys. 
"It's just different," Langdon said. "Look, they're playing against grown men."

    


Holland was the first draft pick for Langdon, who already made a major shake-up by firing coach Monty Williams just a year after Detroit had given him a six-year, $78.5 million contract. The Pistons haven't yet selected Williams' replacement. 
The Pistons have posted the league's worst record each of the last two years, but they've been unlucky in the lottery and were picking fifth for a third straight draft. The Pistons, who haven't reached the playoffs since 2019, used the No. 5 pick on Jaden Ivey in 2022 and on Ausar Thompson last year.
CHICAGO BULLS
Needs: Shooting. The Bulls were 27th in the NBA in 3-pointers made and 26th in attempts last season, and they weren't all that accurate, either. Chicago was 20th at 35.8% from beyond the arc.
Who they drafted: G League Ignite F Matas Buzelis at No. 11.
NBA comparison for Buzelis: A Chicago-area product whose parents played professionally in Lithuania, the 6-foot-9, 197-pound Buzelis has drawn some comparisons to Orlando's Franz Wagner and Oklahoma City's Chet Holmgren. Buzelis is known as a good ballhandler for his size and ability to finish at the rim. He's also a versatile defender. 

    


CLEVELAND CAVALIERS 
Needs: Now that they've found their coach ( Kenny Atkinson's hiring isn't yet official), the Cavs, focused on adding a young player to their established roster that got them to the Eastern Conference semifinals. There's little pressure to add immediate help, so Cleveland was likely to pick a player it can develop or use as a future trade asset. They've coveted a two-way wing for some time, and there's always room for another shooter.
Who they drafted: California F Jaylon Tyson at No. 20.
NBA comparison for Tatum: Miami's Caleb Martin. The 6-foot-6 Tyson played at three schools in three years, going from Texas to Texas Tech to Cal, where he averaged 19.6 points and 6.8 rebounds per game last season.
DETROIT PISTONS
Needs: Frontcourt players, outside shooters and strong defenders.
Who they drafted: G League Ignite F Ron Holland at No. 5.
NBA comparison for Holland: Andre Iguodala. One of the best defensive forwards in the draft is similar in size and style to Iguodala, a one-time All-Star, two-time All-Defensive Team player and four-time NBA champion. 

    


INDIANA PACERS
The Indiana Pacers didn't have a first-round pick after making the deepest postseason run of any Central Division team, losing to Boston in the Eastern Conference finals. The Pacers have three second-round picks Thursday.
Needs: The Pacers could stand to build some long-term depth with center Myles Turner and valuable backup point guard T.J. McConnell eligible to hit free agency after the upcoming season. 
Who they drafted: Nobody yet. The Pacers currently have three second-round picks: No. 36, No. 49 and No. 50.
MILWAUKEE BUCKS
Needs: The Bucks could use some wings. With Malik Beasley and Patrick Beverley potentially leaving as free agents, the Bucks also may need to find a new shooting guard and backup point guard. Milwaukee also needs to find an heir apparent to 7-foot center Brook Lopez, who is 36 years old.

    


Who they drafted: G AJ Johnson at No. 23. Johnson is a California native who played most recently for the Illawarra Hawks of Australia's National Basketball League.
NBA comparison for Johnson: Bucks GM Jon Horst said Johnson is an athletic 6-5 combo guard with a 6-8 wingspan. Chicago's Zach LaVine arrived in the NBA a decade ago with similar dimensions and characteristics. But there's one major difference. LaVine was a double-figure scorer from his rookie season. Johnson didn't play much in Australia and may need plenty of time to develop into an NBA rotation player.
___
AP Sports Writers Larry Lage, Michael Marot, Andrew Seligman and Tom Withers and AP freelance writer Phillip Wilson contributed to this report.
___
This story has been corrected to show that AJ Johnson was taken with the 23rd overall pick
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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Blackhawks acquire Mikheyev, Lafferty and a 2027 2nd-round pick from Canucks for 2027 4th-round pick
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            1 of 2 | FILE - Vancouver Canucks right wing Ilya Mikheyev plays against the Nashville Predators during Game 6 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup first-round playoff series May 3, 2024, in Nashville, Tenn. The Chicago Blackhawks have acquired forwards Mikheyev and Sam Lafferty and a 2027 second-round pick from the Canucks in exchange for a 2027 fourth-round pick. The Canucks will retain 15% of Mikheyev's salary as a part of the deal announced Wednesday night, June 26. (AP Photo/George Walker IV, File)
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            2 of 2 | FILE - Vancouver Canucks center Sam Lafferty, left, and Minnesota Wild defenseman Zach Bogosian (24) compete for the puck during an NHL hockey game Dec. 16, 2023, in St Paul, Minn. The Chicago Blackhawks have acquired forwards Ilya Mikheyev and Lafferty and a 2027 second-round pick from the Canucks in exchange for a 2027 fourth-round pick, in a deal announced Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Krohn, File)
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                                        The Chicago Blackhawks have acquired forwards Ilya Mikheyev and Sam Lafferty and a 2027 second-round pick from the Vancouver Canucks in exchange for a 2027 fourth-round pick.
The Canucks will retain 15% of Mikheyev's salary as a part of the deal announced Wednesday night.
Mikheyev, 29, had 11 goals and 20 assists in 78 games during the 2023-24 season for Vancouver. He signed a four-year deal with the Canucks in free agency in July 2022 after three seasons with the Toronto Maple Leafs.
Meanwhile, Lafferty makes a return to the Blackhawks, who signed him to the two-year deal he just completed this season. Chicago traded Lafferty to Toronto in February 2023 before the Leafs moved him to Vancouver in October 2023.
The 29-year-old had 13 goals and 11 assists in 79 games for the Canucks this past season and is now a pending unrestricted free agent.
The NHL free agent signing period begins on Monday.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/NHL
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                                        	All Times EDT				
	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Jupiter (Miami) 	4	1	.800	--
	x-Palm Beach (St. Louis) 	3	1	.750	1/2
	Daytona (Cincinnati)	1	3	.250	21/2
	St. Lucie (N.Y. Mets)	0	5	.000	4


	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Bradenton (Pittsburgh)	4	1	.800	--
	Fort Myers (Minnesota) 	4	1	.800	--
	Dunedin (Toronto) 	2	2	.500	11/2
	Tampa (N.Y. Yankees) 	2	2	.500	11/2
	Lakeland (Detroit) 	2	3	.400	2
	x-Clearwater (Philadelphia) 	1	4	.200	3


x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, June 25

Palm Beach 6, St. Lucie 2
Dunedin 5, Lakeland 4
Bradenton 9, Clearwater 7
Jupiter 7, Daytona 5
Tampa 15, Fort Myers 4
	Wednesday, June 26

Bradenton 8, Clearwater 7, 10 innings
Lakeland 4, Dunedin 2
Palm Beach 6, St. Lucie 4
Jupiter 5, Daytona 4
Fort Myers 11, Tampa 9
	Thursday, June 27

Dunedin at Lakeland, 11 a.m.
St. Lucie at Palm Beach, 6:30 p.m.
Bradenton at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.
Jupiter at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
Tampa at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, June 28

St. Lucie at Palm Beach, 6:30 p.m.
Dunedin at Lakeland, 6:30 p.m.
Bradenton at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.
Jupiter at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
Tampa at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 29

St. Lucie at Palm Beach, 6 p.m.
Dunedin at Lakeland, 6 p.m.

    


Bradenton at Clearwater, 6:05 p.m.
Jupiter at Daytona, 6:30 p.m.
Tampa at Fort Myers, 6:35 p.m.
	Sunday, June 30

St. Lucie at Palm Beach, noon
Dunedin at Lakeland, noon
Bradenton at Clearwater, noon
Jupiter at Daytona, 12:05 p.m.
Tampa at Fort Myers, 5 p.m.
	Monday, July 1

Palm Beach at Jupiter, 6:30 p.m.




Dunedin at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.
Lakeland at Tampa, 6:30 p.m.
Fort Myers at Bradenton, 6:30 p.m.
St. Luci at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
	Tuesday, July 2

Palm Beach at Jupiter, 6:30 p.m.
Dunedin at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.
Lakeland at Tampa, 6:30 p.m.
Fort Myers at Bradenton, 6:30 p.m.
St. Luci at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
	Wednesday, July 3


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Palm Beach at Jupiter, 6 p.m.
Dunedin at Clearwater, 6:30 p.m.
Lakeland at Tampa, 6:30 p.m.
Fort Myers at Bradenton, 6:30 p.m.
St. Luci at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
	Thursday, July 4

Tampa at Lakeland, 5 p.m.
Jupiter at Palm Beach, 6 p.m.
Daytona at St. Lucie, 6:10 p.m.
Clearwater at Dunedin, 7 p.m.
Bradenton at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Jupiter (Miami) 	4	1	.800	--
	x-Palm Beach (St. Louis) 	3	1	.750	1/2
	Daytona (Cincinnati)	1	3	.250	21/2
	St. Lucie (N.Y. Mets)	0	5	.000	4

	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Bradenton (Pittsburgh)	4	1	.800	--
	Fort Myers (Minnesota) 	4	1	.800	--
	Dunedin (Toronto) 	2	2	.500	11/2
	Tampa (N.Y. Yankees) 	2	2	.500	11/2
	Lakeland (Detroit) 	2	3	.400	2
	x-Clearwater (Philadelphia) 	1	4	.200	3

___
	Tuesday, June 25

Tampa 15, Fort Myers 4
	Wednesday, June 26

Fort Myers 11, Tampa 9
	Thursday, June 27

Tampa at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, June 28

Tampa at Fort Myers, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 29

Tampa at Fort Myers, 6:35 p.m.
	Sunday, June 30

Tampa at Fort Myers, 5 p.m.
	Monday, July 1


    


St. Luci at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
	Tuesday, July 2

St. Luci at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
	Wednesday, July 3

St. Luci at Daytona, 6:35 p.m.
	Thursday, July 4
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                                        	All Times EDT				
	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	West Michigan (Detroit) 	4	1	.800	--
	x-Lake County (Cleveland)	3	2	.600	1
	Fort Wayne (San Diego) 	2	2	.500	11/2
	Great Lakes (L.A. Dodgers)	2	3	.400	2
	Dayton (Cincinnati) 	1	3	.250	21/2
	Lansing (Oakland) 	1	4	.200	3


	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Beloit (Miami) 	4	1	.800	--
	South Bend (Chicago Cubs) 	4	1	.800	--
	Cedar Rapids (Minnesota) 	3	2	.600	1
	Peoria (St. Louis) 	2	3	.400	2
	Quad Cities (Kansas City)	2	3	.400	2
	x-Wisconsin (Milwaukee)	1	4	.200	3


x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, June 25

Lake County 8, Great Lakes 3
West Michigan 15, Lansing 9
Dayton 8, Fort Wayne 4
Beloit 7, Cedar Rapids 2
Peoria 8, Quad Cities 1, 7 innings
South Bend 8, Wisconsin 4
	Wednesday, June 26

Lake County 4, Great Lakes 2
Dayton at Fort Wayne, ppd.
Cedar Rapids 8, Beloit 6
Quad Cities 3, Peoria 1
South Bend 5, Wisconsin 4
Lansing 8, West Michigan 1
	Thursday, June 27

Dayton at Fort Wayne, 2, 5:35 p.m.
Great Lakes at Lake County, 7 p.m.
West Michigan at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.
Beloit at Cedar Rapids, 7:35 p.m.
Quad Cities at Peoria, 7:35 p.m.
South Bend at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Friday, June 28

Great Lakes at Lake County, 7 p.m.
West Michigan at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.
Dayton at Fort Wayne, 7:05 p.m.

    


Beloit at Cedar Rapids, 7:35 p.m.
Quad Cities at Peoria, 7:40 p.m.
South Bend at Wisconsin, 8:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 29

Dayton at Fort Wayne, 6:35 p.m.
Great Lakes at Lake County, 7 p.m.
West Michigan at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.
Beloit at Cedar Rapids, 7:35 p.m.
South Bend at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.




Quad Cities at Peoria, 8:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 30

Great Lakes at Lake County, 1 p.m.
West Michigan at Lansing, 1:05 p.m.
Dayton at Fort Wayne, 1:05 p.m.
Beloit at Cedar Rapids, 2:05 p.m.
South Bend at Wisconsin, 2:10 p.m.
Quad Cities at Peoria, 3:05 p.m.
	Monday, July 1

Great Lakes at West Michigan, 6:35 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Lake County at Dayton, 7:05 p.m.
Peoria at South Bend, 7:05 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.
Cedar Rapids at Quad Cities, 7:30 p.m.
Wisconsin at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
	Tuesday, July 2

Great Lakes at West Michigan, 6:35 p.m.
Lake County at Dayton, 7:05 p.m.
Peoria at South Bend, 7:05 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.
Cedar Rapids at Quad Cities, 7:30 p.m.
Wisconsin at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
	Wednesday, July 3

Lake County at Dayton, 5:35 p.m.
Peoria at South Bend, 5:45 p.m.
Cedar Rapids at Quad Cities, 7 p.m.

    


Great Lakes at West Michigan, 7:05 p.m.
Fort Wayne at Lansing, 7:05 p.m.
Wisconsin at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
	Thursday, July 4

Lansing at Fort Wayne, 6:05 p.m.
Dayton at Lake County, 7 p.m.
South Bend at Peoria, 7:05 p.m.
West Michigan at Great Lakes, 7:05 p.m.
Quad Cities at Cedar Rapids, 7:35 p.m.
Beloit at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	West Michigan (Detroit) 	4	1	.800	--
	x-Lake County (Cleveland)	3	2	.600	1
	Fort Wayne (San Diego) 	2	2	.500	11/2
	Great Lakes (L.A. Dodgers)	2	3	.400	2
	Dayton (Cincinnati) 	1	3	.250	21/2
	Lansing (Oakland) 	1	4	.200	3

	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Beloit (Miami) 	4	1	.800	--
	South Bend (Chicago Cubs) 	4	1	.800	--
	Cedar Rapids (Minnesota) 	3	2	.600	1
	Peoria (St. Louis) 	2	3	.400	2
	Quad Cities (Kansas City)	2	3	.400	2
	x-Wisconsin (Milwaukee)	1	4	.200	3

___
	Tuesday, June 25

South Bend 8, Wisconsin 4
	Wednesday, June 26

Lansing 8, West Michigan 1
	Thursday, June 27

South Bend at Wisconsin, 7:40 p.m.
	Friday, June 28

South Bend at Wisconsin, 8:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 29

Quad Cities at Peoria, 8:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 30

Quad Cities at Peoria, 3:05 p.m.
	Monday, July 1

Wisconsin at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
	Tuesday, July 2

Wisconsin at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
	Wednesday, July 3

Wisconsin at Beloit, 7:35 p.m.
	Thursday, July 4
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                                        	All Times EDT				
	North Division 				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	x-Carolina (Milwaukee)	3	2	.600	--
	Fredericksburg (Washington)	3	2	.600	--
	Lynchburg (Cleveland) 	3	2	.600	--
	Salem (Boston)	3	2	.600	--
	Delmarva (Baltimore)	2	2	.500	1/2
	Down East (Texas)	2	2	.500	1/2


	South Division 				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Columbia (Kansas City) 	3	2	.600	--
	Fayetteville (Houston)	3	2	.600	--
	Augusta (Atlanta)	2	3	.400	1
	Charleston (Tampa Bay) 	2	3	.400	1
	x-Kannapolis (Chicago White Sox) 	2	3	.400	1
	Myrtle Beach (Chicago Cubs) 	1	4	.200	2


x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, June 25

Carolina 5, Lynchburg 3
Columbia 7, Kannapolis 5
Salem 4, Fredericksburg 0
Augusta 3, Charleston 1
Down East 2, Delmarva 0
Fayetteville 8, Myrtle Beach 4
	Wednesday, June 26

Lynchburg 6, Carolina 3
Columbia 7, Kannapolis 2
Fredericksburg 4, Salem 2
Charleston 9, Augusta 6
Delmarva 3, Down East 0, susp. bottom of 2
Fayetteville 4, Myrtle Beach 3
	Thursday, June 27

Down East 3, Delmarva 0, 1st game, 5:05 p.m. 
Lynchburg at Carolina, 6:30 p.m.
Columbia at Kannapolis, 7 p.m.
Fredericksburg at Salem, 7:05 p.m.
Charleston at Augusta, 7:05 p.m.
Down East at Delmarva, 7:05 p.m., 2nd game
Fayetteville at Myrtle Beach, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, June 28

Lynchburg at Carolina, 6:30 p.m.

    


Columbia at Kannapolis, 7 p.m.
Fredericksburg at Salem, 7:05 p.m.
Charleston at Augusta, 7:05 p.m.
Down East at Delmarva, 7:05 p.m.
Fayetteville at Myrtle Beach, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 29

Lynchburg at Carolina, 5 p.m.
Fredericksburg at Salem, 6:05 p.m.
Charleston at Augusta, 6:05 p.m.


Fayetteville at Myrtle Beach, 6:35 p.m.
Columbia at Kannapolis, 7 p.m.
Down East at Delmarva, 7:05 p.m.
	Sunday, June 30

Lynchburg at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Columbia at Kannapolis, 1:30 p.m.
Charleston at Augusta, 1:35 p.m.
Down East at Delmarva, 2:05 p.m.
Fredericksburg at Salem, 3:05 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Fayetteville at Myrtle Beach, 6:35 p.m.
	Monday, July 1

Salem at Lynchburg, 6:30 p.m.
Carolina at Down East, 6:30 p.m.
Kannapolis at Fayetteville, 6:35 p.m.
Charleston at Myrtle Beach, 7:05 p.m.
Delmarva at Fredericksburg, 7:05 p.m.
Augusta at Columbia, 7:05 p.m.
	Tuesday, July 2

Salem at Lynchburg, 6:30 p.m.
Carolina at Down East, 6:30 p.m.
Kannapolis at Fayetteville, 6:35 p.m.
Charleston at Myrtle Beach, 7:05 p.m.
Delmarva at Fredericksburg, 7:05 p.m.
Augusta at Columbia, 7:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, July 3

Delmarva at Fredericksburg, 6:05 p.m.

    


Augusta at Columbia, 6:05 p.m.
Salem at Lynchburg, 6:30 p.m.
Carolina at Down East, 6:30 p.m.
Kannapolis at Fayetteville, 6:35 p.m.
Charleston at Myrtle Beach, 7:05 p.m.
	Thursday, July 4

Salem at Lynchburg, 6:30 p.m.
Down East at Carolina, 6:30 p.m.
Fayetteville at Kannapolis, 6:30 p.m.
Myrtle Beach at Charleston, 6:35 p.m.
Fredericksburg at Delmarva, 6:35 p.m.
Columbia at Augusta, 6:35 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	North Division 				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	x-Carolina (Milwaukee)	3	2	.600	--
	Fredericksburg (Washington)	3	2	.600	--
	Lynchburg (Cleveland) 	3	2	.600	--
	Salem (Boston)	3	2	.600	--
	Delmarva (Baltimore)	2	2	.500	1/2
	Down East (Texas)	2	2	.500	1/2

	South Division 				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Columbia (Kansas City) 	3	2	.600	--
	Fayetteville (Houston)	3	2	.600	--
	Augusta (Atlanta)	2	3	.400	1
	Charleston (Tampa Bay) 	2	3	.400	1
	x-Kannapolis (Chicago White Sox) 	2	3	.400	1
	Myrtle Beach (Chicago Cubs) 	1	4	.200	2

___
	Tuesday, June 25

Fayetteville 8, Myrtle Beach 4
	Wednesday, June 26

Fayetteville 4, Myrtle Beach 3
	Thursday, June 27

Fayetteville at Myrtle Beach, 7:05 p.m.
	Friday, June 28

Down East at Delmarva, 7:05 p.m.
Fayetteville at Myrtle Beach, 7:05 p.m.
	Saturday, June 29

Fayetteville at Myrtle Beach, 6:35 p.m.
	Sunday, June 30

	Monday, July 1

Charleston at Myrtle Beach, 7:05 p.m.
Augusta at Columbia, 7:05 p.m.
	Tuesday, July 2

Augusta at Columbia, 7:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, July 3

	Thursday, July 4
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            1 of 3 | FILE - Jen Trejo holds a photo of her son Christopher as she is comforted outside the Supreme Court where signs in the shape of grave headstones, with information on people who died from using OxyContin, line a security fence, Monday, Dec. 4, 2023, in Washington. The Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, rejected a nationwide settlement with OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma that would have shielded members of the Sackler family who own the company from civil lawsuits over the toll of opioids but also would have provided billions of dollars to combat the opioid epidemic. (AP Photo/Stephanie Scarbrough, File)
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            2 of 3 | FILE - This July 19, 2001 file photo shows OxyContin tablets at a pharmacy in Montpelier, Vt. The Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, rejected a nationwide settlement with OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma that would have shielded members of the Sackler family who own the company from civil lawsuits over the toll of opioids but also would have provided billions of dollars to combat the opioid epidemic. (AP Photo/Toby Talbot, File)
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            3 of 3 | FILE - Fake pill bottles with messages about Purdue Pharma are displayed during a protest outside the courthouse where the bankruptcy of the company is taking place in White Plains, N.Y., Monday, Aug. 9, 2021. The Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, rejected a nationwide settlement with OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma that would have shielded members of the Sackler family who own the company from civil lawsuits over the toll of opioids but also would have provided billions of dollars to combat the opioid epidemic. (AP Photo/Seth Wenig, File)
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                                        Members of the Sackler family who own OxyContin maker Purdue Pharma have been cast as prime villains in the U.S. opioid epidemic.

The Supreme Court on Thursday rejected a deal for the company to settle thousands of lawsuits over the toll of opioids through bankruptcy court. The deal was to be financed largely through the company being converted to a public benefits corporation, with profits being used to fight the opioid crisis, and the owners kicking in up to $6 billion for the same purpose.

But in a 5-4 ruling, the court rejected the plan because it would have extended protection from civil lawsuits to company owners who didn't seek bankruptcy protection themselves -- and not all the parties agreed to that.

Here's a look at the family, the Stamford, Connecticut-based company the overdose crisis:
The opioid crisis deepened after OxyContin hit the market and has grown more complex



Deaths from opioids started rising in the years after the powerful prescription painkiller debuted in 1996.

    



The drug was marketed to doctors as having a low risk of addiction.

Deaths linked to prescription opioids, including OxyContin, which came in high dosages and in its original formulation was easily crushed to make it even stronger, rose rapidly until 2011 -- when more controls were put on prescriptions and there were more crackdowns on illegal sales -- and have fluctuated since then. When those leveled off, deaths from heroin started to skyrocket. And as heroin fatalities dropped in the late 2010s, there were a growing number of deaths linked to fentanyl and other potent, illicit, lab-produced opioids.





The number of U.S. overdose deaths from all drugs dropped last year for just the second time in three decades, according to provisional data

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Still, overdose deaths remain near a record high. The 2023 total is projected to be above 107,000, with about three-quarters of those involving opioids.

About twice as many people in the U.S. are now dying each year from opioid overdoses as from car crashes.

    




Purdue's owners pushed for more sales



Three physician brothers -- Arthur, Mortimer and Raymond Sackler -- bought the drug company known as Purdue Frederick in 1952. Arthur, the oldest, was a pioneer of marketing drugs, including Valium, to doctors. His descendants sold their share of the company after his death in 1987, years before OxyContin hit the market.

The other brothers and their heirs continued to hold seats on the company's board until the last of them resigned in 2019, ahead of efforts to settle the thousands of lawsuits the company was facing claiming the company was deceiving doctors and the public about the risks of OxyContin. They are still the owners, though they have not received profits in years.

Documents made public as part of lawsuits showed that family members pushed for more sales of OxyContin, which ultimately made them billions.

At the time of the drug's 1996 launch, Richard Sackler, a son of Raymond who was then a Purdue executive and later became president and board chair, told the company's sales force at a meeting that there would be "a blizzard of prescriptions that will bury the competition."

    



Five years later, as it was apparent that the drug was being misused in some cases, he said in an email that Purdue would have to "hammer on the abusers in every way possible," calling them "the culprits and the problem."


The crisis pulled the family into an unwanted spotlight



The Sacklers have been ranked as one of the country's wealthiest families and have largely kept a low profile. One exception: They contributed millions to cultural and educational institutions and got their names on places including galleries in New York's Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Louvre in Paris and a school at Tufts University. Many of those places have removed the Sackler name over the last five years.

At a hearing in 2021, Richard Sackler said that he, the family and the company bore no responsibility for the opioid crisis. In the same hearing, a cousin, Mortimer D.A. Sackler, expressed some sympathy, saying, "We're sorry if a medicine that we put out that was intended to relieve pain caused pain." 

The next year Richard and two other family members appeared remotely for an unusual court hearing in which a woman who lost a son to overdose called them "scum of the earth."

    




Amid the lawsuits, the family and company made deals



Beset by the lawsuits, Purdue and its owners took a series of major steps. 

By early 2019, the Sackler family members left the board. And by the end of the same year, the company filed for bankruptcy as part of a move to negotiate a settlement of all those suits.

The deal they eventually reached called for family members to contribute up to $6 billion over time -- representing around half the family's collective fortune -- to fight the crisis, with at least $750 million of that going to individual victims in payments ranging from about $3,500 to $48,000.

The Sacklers would also give up ownership of Purdue, and the company would become known as Knoa Pharma, a business structured for its profits to battle the epidemic.

    



In exchange, family members would be protected from civil lawsuits.

In 2020 the company pleaded guilty to failing to maintain an effective program to prevent drugs from being diverted to the black market, providing misleading information to the DEA and paying doctors in a speakers program to encourage them to write more prescriptions. The plea was part of a deal with the federal government to settle criminal and civil cases that included $8.3 billion in penalties and forfeitures. But it was to pay only a small fraction -- $225 million -- so long as it executed the settlement through bankruptcy court.


Purdue is part of a broader set of lawsuits and settlements



OxyContin is the best known prescription opioid, but Purdue is hardly alone in producing the drugs and facing lawsuits.

Including Purdue's proposed settlement, there has been more than $50 billion worth of opioid settlements with state, local and Native American tribal governments. The money is intended to be used to combat the crisis.

The companies involved have included drugmakers such as Johnson & Johnson and Teva; distributors including McKesson, Amerisource Bergen and Cardinal Health; and pharmacy chains including Walgreen Co., CVS Health and Walmart.

More recently there have been claims against pharmacy benefit managers such as Express Scripts and Optum Rx. Those companies have denied wrongdoing, and the cases have not yet gone to trial.
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            1 of 5 | People walk past the Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            2 of 5 | Broadcast media equipment is set up outside the Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            3 of 5 | Law enforcement officers stand behind barricades outside the Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            4 of 5 | A Supreme Court police officer talks with a demonstrator at a barricade outside the Supreme Court on Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            5 of 5 | The Supreme Court building is seen on Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Supreme Court on Thursday stripped the Securities and Exchange Commission of a major tool in fighting securities fraud in a decision that also could have far-reaching effects on other regulatory agencies.
The justices ruled in a 6-3 vote that people accused of fraud by the SEC, which regulates securities markets, have the right to a jury trial in federal court. The in-house proceedings the SEC has used in some civil fraud complaints violate the Constitution, the court said.
"A defendant facing a fraud suit has the right to be tried by a jury of his peers before a neutral adjudicator," Chief Justice John Roberts wrote for the court's conservative majority.
Justice Sonia Sotomayor, who read from her dissent in the courtroom, said that "litigants who seek to dismantle the administrative state" would rejoice in the decision.

    


Federal agencies that oversee safety in mines and other workplaces are among many that can only impose civil penalties in in-house, administrative proceedings, Sotomayor wrote, joined by Justices Ketanji Brown Jackson and Elena Kagan.
"For those and countless other agencies, all the majority can say is tough luck; get a new statute from Congress," she wrote.




The case is among several this term in which conservative and business interests are urging the nine-member court to constrict federal regulators. The court's six conservatives already have reined them in, including in a decision last year that sharply limited environmental regulators' ability to police water pollution in wetlands.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The SEC was awarded more than $5 billion in civil penalties in the 2023 government spending year that ended Sept. 30, the agency said in a news release. It was unclear how much of that money came through in-house proceedings or lawsuits in federal court.
The agency had already reduced the number of cases it brings in administrative proceedings pending the Supreme Court's resolution of the case.

    


The high court rejected arguments advanced by President Joe Biden's Democratic administration that relied on a 50-year-old decision in which the court ruled that in-house proceedings did not violate the Constitution's right to a jury trial in civil lawsuits.
The justices ruled in the case of Houston hedge fund manager George R. Jarkesy. The SEC appealed to the Supreme Court after a divided panel of the New Orleans-based 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals threw out stiff financial penalties against Jarkesy and his Patriot28 investment adviser.
The appeals court found that the SEC's case against Jarkesy, resulting in a $300,000 civil fine and the repayment of $680,000 in allegedly ill-gotten gains, should have been heard in a federal court instead of before one of the SEC's administrative law judges.
Jarkesy's lawyers noted that the SEC wins almost all the cases it brings in front of the administrative law judges but only about 60% of cases tried in federal court.
The appeals court also said Congress unconstitutionally granted the SEC "unfettered authority" to decide whether the case should be tried in a court of law or handled within the executive branch agency. And it said laws shielding the commission's administrative law judges from being fired by the president are unconstitutional. 
Those issues got virtually no attention during arguments in November, and the court chose to resolve the case only on the right to a jury trial.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the U.S. Supreme Court at https://apnews.com/hub/us-supreme-court.
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            1 of 2 | FILE - Emissions rise from smokestacks at the Jeffrey Energy Center coal power plant, near Emmett, Kan., Sept. 18, 2021. The Supreme Court decided Thursday, June 27, 2924, that the EPA won't be able to enforce a key rule limiting air pollution in nearly a dozen states while separate legal challenges proceed around the country. The EPA's "good neighbor" rule is intended to restrict smokestack emissions from power plants and other industrial sources that burden downwind areas with smog-causing pollution.Ohio, Indiana and West Virginia challenged the rule, along with the steel industry and other groups. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel, File)
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            2 of 2 | The Supreme Court building is seen, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Environmental Protection Agency will not be able to enforce a key rule limiting air pollution in nearly a dozen states while separate legal challenges proceed around the country, under a Supreme Court decision Thursday.
The EPA's "good neighbor" rule is intended to restrict smokestack emissions from power plants and other industrial sources that burden downwind areas with smog-causing pollution.
Three energy-producing states -- Ohio, Indiana and West Virginia -- challenged the rule, along with the steel industry and other groups, calling it costly and ineffective. 
The Supreme Court put the rule on hold while legal challenges continue, the conservative-led court's latest blow to federal regulations.
The high court, with a 6-3 conservative majority, has increasingly reined in the powers of federal agencies, including the EPA, in recent years. The justices have restricted EPA's authority to fight air and water pollution, including a landmark 2022 ruling that limited EPA's authority to regulate carbon dioxide emissions from power plants that contribute to global warming. The court also shot down a vaccine mandate and blocked Democratic President Joe Biden's student loan forgiveness program.

    


The court is also weighing whether to overturn its 40-year-old Chevron decision, which has been the basis for upholding a wide range of regulations on public health, workplace safety and consumer protections. 




A look at the good neighbor rule and the implications of the court decision.
What is the 'good neighbor' rule?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The EPA adopted the rule as a way to protect downwind states that receive unwanted air pollution from other states. Besides the potential health impacts from out-of-state pollution, many states face their own federal deadlines to ensure clean air. 
States such as Wisconsin, New York and Connecticut said they struggle to meet federal standards and reduce harmful levels of ozone because of pollution from out-of-state power plants, cement kilns and natural gas pipelines that drift across their borders. Ground-level ozone, which forms when industrial pollutants chemically react in the presence of sunlight, can cause respiratory problems, including asthma and chronic bronchitis. People with compromised immune systems, the elderly and children playing outdoors are particularly vulnerable.

    


Judith Vale, New York's deputy solicitor general, told the court that for some states, as much as 65% of smog pollution comes from outside its borders.
States that contribute to ground-level ozone, or smog, must submit plans ensuring that coal-fired power plants and other industrial sites do not add significantly to air pollution in other states. In cases where a state has not submitted a "good neighbor" plan -- or where EPA disapproves a state plan -- a federal plan is supposed to ensure downwind states are protected.
What's next for the rule?
The Supreme Court decision blocks EPA enforcement of the rule and sends the case back to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, which is considering a lawsuit challenging the regulation that was brought by 11 mostly Republican-leaning states.

    


An EPA spokesman said the agency believes the plan is firmly rooted in its authority under the Clean Air Act and "looks forward to defending the merits of this vital public health protection" before that appeals court.
The spokesman, Timothy Carroll, said the Supreme Court's ruling will "postpone the benefits that the Good Neighbor Plan is already achieving in many states and communities.''
While the plan is on pause, "Americans will continue to be exposed to higher levels of ground-level ozone, resulting in costly public health impacts that can be especially harmful to children and older adults,'' Carroll said. Ozone disproportionately affects people of color, families with low incomes, and other vulnerable populations, he said. 
Rich Nolan, president and CEO of the National Mining Association, said he was pleased that the Supreme Court "recognized the immediate harm to industry and consumers posed by this reckless rule. No agency is permitted to operate outside of the clear bounds of the law and today, once again, the Supreme Court reminded the EPA of that fact.''

    


With a stay in place, Nolan said the mining industry looks forward to making its case in court that the EPA rule "is unlawful in its excessive overreach and must be struck down to protect American workers, energy independence, the electric grid and the consumers it serves,."
Few states participate
The EPA rule was intended to provide a national solution to the problem of ozone pollution, but challengers said it relied on the assumption that all 23 states targeted by the rule would participate. In fact, only about half that number of states were participating as of early this year.
A lawyer for industry groups that are challenging the rule said it imposes significant and immediate costs that could affect reliability of the electric grid. With fewer states participating, the rule may result in only a small reduction in air pollution, with no guarantee the final rule will be upheld, industry lawyer Catherine Stetson told the Supreme Court in oral arguments earlier this year.

    


The EPA has said power-plant emissions dropped by 18% in 2023 in the 10 states where it has been allowed to enforce its rule, which was finalized last year. Those states are Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia and Wisconsin. In California, limits on emissions from industrial sources other than power plants are supposed to take effect in 2026.
The rule is on hold in another dozen states because of separate legal challenges. The states are Alabama, Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nevada, Oklahoma, Texas, Utah and West Virginia.
Administrative overstep or life-saving protection?
Critics, including Republicans and business groups, call the good neighbor rule an example of government overreach.
"Acting well beyond its delegated powers" under the Clean Air Act, the EPA rule "proposes to remake the energy sector in the affected states toward the agency's preferred ends,'' Republican lawmakers said in a friend-of-the-court brief. 
The rule and other Biden administration regulations "are designed to hurriedly rid the U.S. power sector of fossil fuels by sharply increasing the operating costs for fossil fuel-fired power plant operators, forcing the plants' premature retirement," the brief by Washington Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers and Sens. Shelley Moore Capito of West Virginia and Roger Wicker of Mississippi asserted. Rodgers chairs the House Energy and Commerce Committee, while Capito and Wicker are senior members of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee.
Supporters disputed that and called the "good neighbor'' rule critical to address interstate air pollution and ensure that all Americans have access to clean air.
"Today's move by far-right Supreme Court justices to stay commonsense clean air rules shows just how radical this court has become,'' said Charles Harper of environmental group Evergreen Action.
"The court is meddling with a rule that would prevent 1,300 Americans from dying prematurely every year from pollution that crosses state borders. We know that low-income and disadvantaged communities with poor air quality will bear the brunt of this delay,'' Harper said. 
The rule applies mostly to states in the South and Midwest that contribute to air pollution along the East Coast. Some states, such as Texas, California, Pennsylvania, Illinois and Wisconsin, both contribute to downwind pollution and receive it from other states.
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Biden and Trump go head to head: How to watch the first general election presidential debate

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A new AP-NORC poll finds that most U.S. adults plan to watch or listen to some element of Thursday's presidential debate. And many think the stakes are high for both President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump.
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            1 of 1 | FILE - Ben Starett, lighting programmer for CNN, sets up lights in the spin room for the presidential debate between President Joe Biden and Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump in Atlanta, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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FILE - Ben Starett, lighting programmer for CNN, sets up lights in the spin room for the presidential debate between President Joe Biden and Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump in Atlanta, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                        ATLANTA (AP) -- The first general election debate of the 2024 election season is here, and it's a historic moment no matter what happens on stage.

President Joe Biden and former President Donald Trump are taking part in Thursday night's debate in Atlanta. Not only is it the first-ever matchup between a sitting president and a former one, but it's also the first debate for either candidate in this year's election. And it's happening so early in the general election campaign cycle that neither man will have accepted their party's formal nomination yet.

Here's how to watch the debate:
What time is the debate? 



The debate will start at 9 p.m. ET Thursday. It's being moderated by CNN's Jake Tapper and Dana Bash.
What channel is the debate on?



CNN is carrying the debate live on its broadcast network, as well as on CNN International, CNN en Espanol and CNN Max. Viewers can also stream it without a log in on CNN's website. Several networks have also agreed to carry the event live. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    





    




Where is the debate?

The setting for the first general election debate is CNN's studios in Atlanta. Unlike the Republican primary debates, no audience will be present. 

Once a Republican stronghold, Georgia was a pivotal battleground in 2020. Both parties are preparing for another closely contested race in the state this year. Trump also faces an indictment in Georgia for his push to "find 11,780 votes" and overturn Biden's victory based on false or unproven theories of voter fraud. 
Which candidates will be on stage?

Two candidates -- Biden and Trump -- will be on stage. For a time, it seemed like they wouldn't be meeting up at all.

Biden's campaign had proposed excluding third-party candidates, such as Robert F. Kennedy Jr., from the debates outright. Under the debate commission's rules, Kennedy or other third-party candidates could qualify if they secured ballot access sufficient to claim 270 Electoral Votes and polled at 15% or higher in a selection of national surveys.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Both CNN and ABC announced the same qualification threshold, saying candidates will need to reach at least 15% in four separate national polls of registered or likely voters that meet their standards, between March 13 and a week ahead of Thursday's match up. Last week, CNN announced that Kennedy hadn't met those markers.

    



Trump didn't take part in any of the GOP primary debates, so this is his first time on stage this cycle. Biden didn't debate any of the Democrats challenging him, either.

Last month, Biden announced that he would not participate in fall presidential debates sponsored by the nonpartisan commission that has organized them for more than three decades. Instead, his campaign proposed that media outlets directly organize the debates between the presumptive Democratic and Republican nominees.

Hours later, Biden said he had accepted an invitation from CNN, adding, "Over to you, Donald." Trump, who had insisted he would debate Biden anytime and anyplace, said on Truth Social he'd be there, too, adding, "Let's get ready to Rumble!!!" Soon after that, they agreed to a second debate.






What's up next?



ABC will host the second debate on Sept. 10. The network has not offered details on where its event would be held, only that it would be moderated by anchors David Muir and Linsey Davis.

And don't forget about the running mates. Trump hasn't named his yet, but Vice President Kamala Harris has accepted an invitation from CBS News to debate her eventual rival in studio on either July 23 or Aug. 13.

    



___

Meg Kinnard can be reached at http://twitter.com/MegKinnardAP.
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The Latest | Gaza families bid a tearful goodbye as 21 critically ill kids will get treatment abroad
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            1 of 14 | A Palestinian woman says goodbye to her sick son before leaving the Gaza Strip to get treatment abroad through the Kerem Shalom crossing, in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 27, 2024. 21 patients in the Gaza Strip evacuated the war-torn enclave in an initiative led by the World Health Organization for the children to receive life-saving treatment elsewhere. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            2 of 14 | Israeli army tanks are seen in Wadi Gaza, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            3 of 14 | An amputee Palestinian child sits in an ambulance with his relatives as he waits to leave the Gaza Strip for treatment abroad through the Kerem Shalom crossing, in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 27, 2024. 21 patients in the Gaza Strip evacuated the war-torn enclave in an initiative led by the World Health Organization for the children to receive life-saving treatment elsewhere. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            4 of 14 | Palestinian children with chronic diseases say goodbye to their relatives as they leave the Gaza Strip for treatment abroad through the Kerem Shalom crossing, in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 27, 2024. 21 patients in the Gaza Strip evacuated the war-torn enclave in an initiative led by the World Health Organization for the children to receive life-saving treatment elsewhere. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            5 of 14 | A Palestinian man reacts as he says goodbye to his sick daughter before leaving the Gaza Strip to get treatment abroad through the Kerem Shalom crossing, in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 27, 2024. 21 patients in the Gaza Strip evacuated the war-torn enclave in an initiative led by the World Health Organization for the children to receive life-saving treatment elsewhere. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            6 of 14 | Palestinian parents say goodbye to their sick son before leaving the Gaza Strip to get treatment abroad through the Kerem Shalom crossing, in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 27, 2024. Twenty one patients in the Gaza Strip evacuated the war-torn enclave in an initiative led by the World Health Organization for the children to receive life-saving treatment elsewhere. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            7 of 14 | Palestinians gather to fill water jugs near one of the strip's few functioning desalination plants in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Israel's war in Gaza has decimated the strip's sanitation system while simultaneously displacing the vast majority of the population, leaving many Palestinians living in tent camps nearby growing piles of garbage. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            8 of 14 | Palestinian kids sort through trash at a landfill in Nuseirat refugee camp, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Israel's war in Gaza has decimated the strip's sanitation system while simultaneously displacing the vast majority of the population, leaving many Palestinians living in tent camps nearby water contaminated with sewage and growing piles of garbage. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            9 of 14 | Relatives and friends of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group march with their photos during a rally calling for their release in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            10 of 14 | Relatives and friends of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group march with their photos during a rally calling for their release in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            11 of 14 | Relatives and friends of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group march with their photos during a rally calling for their release in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            12 of 14 | A truck carrying Gaza aid is about to enter a U.S ship, at the port of Larnaca, Cyprus, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An official with the U.S. humanitarian assistance agency USAID says thousands of tons of food, medicines and other aid piled up on a Gaza beach isn't reaching those in need because of a dire security situation on the ground where truck drivers are either getting caught in the crossfire or have their cargo seized by "gang-like" groups. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            13 of 14 | FILE - The USS aircraft carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower, also known as 'IKE', sails in the Red Sea on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            14 of 14 | Crew members perform maintenance on a fighter jet in the hangar bay of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower in the Red Sea on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        The Latest | Gaza families bid a tearful goodbye as 21 critically ill kids will get treatment abroad

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 14 | A Palestinian woman says goodbye to her sick son before leaving the Gaza Strip to get treatment abroad through the Kerem Shalom crossing, in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 27, 2024. 21 patients in the Gaza Strip evacuated the war-torn enclave in an initiative led by the World Health Organization for the children to receive life-saving treatment elsewhere. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            2 of 14 | Israeli army tanks are seen in Wadi Gaza, central Gaza Strip, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            3 of 14 | An amputee Palestinian child sits in an ambulance with his relatives as he waits to leave the Gaza Strip for treatment abroad through the Kerem Shalom crossing, in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 27, 2024. 21 patients in the Gaza Strip evacuated the war-torn enclave in an initiative led by the World Health Organization for the children to receive life-saving treatment elsewhere. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            4 of 14 | Palestinian children with chronic diseases say goodbye to their relatives as they leave the Gaza Strip for treatment abroad through the Kerem Shalom crossing, in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 27, 2024. 21 patients in the Gaza Strip evacuated the war-torn enclave in an initiative led by the World Health Organization for the children to receive life-saving treatment elsewhere. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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Palestinian children with chronic diseases say goodbye to their relatives as they leave the Gaza Strip for treatment abroad through the Kerem Shalom crossing, in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 27, 2024. 21 patients in the Gaza Strip evacuated the war-torn enclave in an initiative led by the World Health Organization for the children to receive life-saving treatment elsewhere. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            5 of 14 | A Palestinian man reacts as he says goodbye to his sick daughter before leaving the Gaza Strip to get treatment abroad through the Kerem Shalom crossing, in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 27, 2024. 21 patients in the Gaza Strip evacuated the war-torn enclave in an initiative led by the World Health Organization for the children to receive life-saving treatment elsewhere. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            6 of 14 | Palestinian parents say goodbye to their sick son before leaving the Gaza Strip to get treatment abroad through the Kerem Shalom crossing, in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 27, 2024. Twenty one patients in the Gaza Strip evacuated the war-torn enclave in an initiative led by the World Health Organization for the children to receive life-saving treatment elsewhere. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            7 of 14 | Palestinians gather to fill water jugs near one of the strip's few functioning desalination plants in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Israel's war in Gaza has decimated the strip's sanitation system while simultaneously displacing the vast majority of the population, leaving many Palestinians living in tent camps nearby growing piles of garbage. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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Palestinians gather to fill water jugs near one of the strip's few functioning desalination plants in Deir al-Balah, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Israel's war in Gaza has decimated the strip's sanitation system while simultaneously displacing the vast majority of the population, leaving many Palestinians living in tent camps nearby growing piles of garbage. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            8 of 14 | Palestinian kids sort through trash at a landfill in Nuseirat refugee camp, Gaza Strip, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Israel's war in Gaza has decimated the strip's sanitation system while simultaneously displacing the vast majority of the population, leaving many Palestinians living in tent camps nearby water contaminated with sewage and growing piles of garbage. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 14
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            9 of 14 | Relatives and friends of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group march with their photos during a rally calling for their release in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            10 of 14 | Relatives and friends of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group march with their photos during a rally calling for their release in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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Relatives and friends of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group march with their photos during a rally calling for their release in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            11 of 14 | Relatives and friends of hostages held in the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group march with their photos during a rally calling for their release in Tel Aviv, Israel, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. (AP Photo/Ohad Zwigenberg)
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            12 of 14 | A truck carrying Gaza aid is about to enter a U.S ship, at the port of Larnaca, Cyprus, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An official with the U.S. humanitarian assistance agency USAID says thousands of tons of food, medicines and other aid piled up on a Gaza beach isn't reaching those in need because of a dire security situation on the ground where truck drivers are either getting caught in the crossfire or have their cargo seized by "gang-like" groups. (AP Photo/Petros Karadjias)
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            13 of 14 | FILE - The USS aircraft carrier Dwight D. Eisenhower, also known as 'IKE', sails in the Red Sea on Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue, File)
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            14 of 14 | Crew members perform maintenance on a fighter jet in the hangar bay of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower in the Red Sea on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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Crew members perform maintenance on a fighter jet in the hangar bay of the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower in the Red Sea on Tuesday, June 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Bernat Armangue)
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                                        Families bid a tearful goodbye as 21 critically ill children were set to exit Gaza for treatment abroad on Thursday. It's the first medical evacuation since the territory's sole travel crossing shut down in early May after Israeli forces captured it, Palestinian officials say.
The kids and their adult escorts left Nasser Hospital in the southern Gaza town of Khan Younis bound for the Kerem Shalom cargo crossing with Israel. It was not clear where they would receive treatment.
Kamela Abukweik burst into tears after her son got on the bus heading to the crossing with her mother. Neither she nor her husband were cleared to leave.
"He has tumors spread all over his body and we don't know what the reason is. And he constantly has a fever," she said. "I still don't know where he is going."
The nearly nine-month Israel-Hamas war has devastated Gaza's health sector and forced most of its hospitals to shut down. Dr. Mohammed Zaqout, the head of Gaza's hospitals, said over 25,000 patients require treatment abroad, including some 980 children with cancer, a quarter of whom need "urgent and immediate evacuation."

    


International criticism is growing over Israel's campaign against Hamas as Palestinians face severe and widespread hunger. The eight-month war has largely cut off the flow of food, medicine and basic goods to Gaza, and people there are now totally dependent on aid. The top United Nations court has concluded there is a "plausible risk of genocide" in Gaza -- a charge Israel strongly denies.




Israel launched the war in Gaza after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack, in which militants stormed into southern Israel, killed some 1,200 people -- mostly civilians -- and abducted about 250. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Since then, Israeli ground offensives and bombardments have killed more than 37,600 people in Gaza, according to the territory's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between combatants and civilians in its count. 

    


Currently:
-- Gunfire, lawlessness and gang-like looters are preventing aid distribution in Gaza, an official says.
-- A Palestinian was shot, beaten and tied to an Israeli army jeep. The army says he posed no threat.
-- The U.S. military shows reporters the pier project in Gaza as it takes another stab at aid delivery.
-- Ship attacked in Red Sea in latest maritime assault likely carried out by Yemen's Houthi rebels.
-- Man who police say urged 'Zionists' to get off NYC subway train faces criminal charge.
-- Follow AP's coverage of the war in Gaza at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war.
Here's the latest:
UN Security Council resolution again demands Yemen's Houthi rebels halt attacks on shipping
UNITED NATIONS - The U.N. Security Council is again demanding that Yemen's Houthi rebels halt all attacks on ships in the region and is calling for the conflicts disrupting maritime security to be addressed -- without naming the Israeli-Hamas war in Gaza.
The resolution, which also extends the requirement that U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres report monthly on Houthi attacks, was approved Thursday by a vote of 12-0 with Russia, China and Algeria abstaining.
It condemns the Houthis' ongoing attacks, which the rebels say are aimed at pressuring Israel to end the war in Gaza, and emphasizes the need to address its root causes - "including the conflicts contributing to regional tensions and the disruption to maritime security in order to ensure a prompt, efficient and effective response."

    


The Iranian-backed Houthis have targeted more than 60 vessels mainly in the Red Sea by firing missiles and drones. Their campaign has killed four sailors, seized one vessel and sank two since November. 
A U.S.-led airstrike campaign has targeted the Houthis since January, with a series of strikes on May 30 killing at least 16 people and wounding 42 others, the rebels say.
The U.N. resolution "urges caution and restraint to avoid further escalation of the situation in the Red Sea and the broader region." It also encourages all parties to pursue diplomatic efforts to de-escalate the situation.
The resolution is a follow-up to one adopted Jan. 10 that condemned and demanded an immediate halt to Houthi attacks. The earlier resolution's requirement for the secretary-general to report monthly to the council on the attacks expires on July 1.

    


Speaking on behalf of the United States and Japan who sponsored Wednesday's resolution, U.S. deputy ambassador Robert Wood told reporters after the vote that the measure underscores "the importance of the exercise of navigational rights and freedoms of vessels of all states in the Red Sea" and demands the Houthis immediately halt their attacks.
"These attacks threaten international peace and security with negative implications for global commerce and flows of humanitarian assistance," he said.
Russia's deputy U.N. ambassador Anna Evstigneeva said Moscow supports the safety of navigation in the waters adjacent to Yemen including the Red Sea, but she accused the West of using the January resolution to justify its attacks on the Houthis and said the new resolution included similar provisions.

    


She stressed that the January resolution "cannot legitimize either the aggressive actions of the U.S. so-called coalition and that of their satellites in the Red Sea, or their missile strikes and bombardments targeting the territories of sovereign countries."
"We urge all participants in the coalition to immediately halt illegal attacks and to transition to political and diplomatic means to reduce tensions in the waters adjacent to Yemen," Evstigneeva said.
Israel says it killed Hezbollah member involved in drone attacks
BEIRUT -- Israel's military says it has killed a Hezbollah member who was involved in firing explosive drones into Israel.
The military posted a video of Thursday's drone strike that killed the Hezbollah member while riding a motorcycle in the village of Sohmor in the eastern Bekaa Valley.
Hezbollah earlier said one of its members, Ali Ahmad Alaeddine, was killed adding that his funeral will be held on Friday in Yohmor.
The Lebanon-Israel border has been witnessing almost daily exchanges of fire since the Israel-Hamas war began in early October. Hezbollah says it will only stop fighting when Israel's ends its offensive in the Gaza Strip.
Israeli strikes have killed more than 400 people in Lebanon, most of them Hezbollah and other militants, but also over 80 civilians and non-combatants. In northern Israel, 16 soldiers and 11 civilians have been killed by strikes launched from Lebanon.
21 critically ill children are set to leave Gaza for medical treatment abroad
KHAN YOUNIS, Gaza Strip -- Twenty-one critically ill children were set to exit Gaza on Thursday in the first medical evacuation since the territory's sole travel crossing was shut down in early May, Palestinian officials said.
The nearly nine-month Israel-Hamas war has devastated Gaza's health sector and forced most of its hospitals to shut down. 
Family members bid a tearful goodbye to the children as they and their escorts left the Nasser Hospital in the southern Gaza town of Khan Younis bound for the Kerem Shalom cargo crossing with Israel. It was not clear where they would receive treatment. The Israeli military body that coordinates civilian affairs in Gaza did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 
At a press conference at Nasser Hospital on Thursday, Dr. Mohammed Zaqout, the head of Gaza's hospitals, said the evacuation of the 21 children was being done in coordination with the World Heath Organization and three American charities.
Zaqout said over 25,000 patients in Gaza require treatment abroad, including some 980 children with cancer, a quarter of whom need "urgent and immediate evacuation."
He said the cases included in Thursday's evacuation are "a drop in the ocean" and that the complicated route through Kerem Shalom and into Egypt cannot serve as an alternative to the Rafah crossing.
The Rafah crossing between Gaza and Egypt, the only one available for people to travel in or out, shut down after Israeli forces captured it during their operation in the city early last month. Egypt has refused to reopen its side of the crossing until the Gaza side is returned to Palestinian control.
Six of the children were transferred to the Nasser Hospital from Al-Ahli Hospital in Gaza City earlier this week. Five have malignant cases of cancer and one suffers from metabolic syndrome. That evacuation was organized by the World Health Organization, which could not immediately be reached for comment.
Residents flee Gaza City neighborhoods amid heavy bombing 
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military has ordered new evacuations from the Gaza City neighborhoods that were heavily bombed and largely emptied early in the war. The latest orders apply to Shijaiyah and other neighborhoods where residents reported heavy bombing on Thursday.
First responders with Gaza's Civil Defense, which is part of the Hamas-run government, said airstrikes hit five homes, killing at least three people and wounding another six. It said rescuers were still digging through the rubble for survivors.
Gaza City was heavily bombed in the opening weeks of the war, which began with Hamas' surprise Oct. 7 attack into Israel. Israel ordered the evacuation of all of northern Gaza, including the territory's largest city, later that month. Hundreds of thousands of people have remained in the north, even as Israeli troops have surrounded and largely isolated it.
Shijaiyah residents in a messaging group shared video showing large numbers of people fleeing the neighborhood on foot with their belongings in their arms. They said several families were isolated by the fighting.
There was no immediate word from Gaza's Health Ministry, which tracks casualties from the conflict.
Ship attacked in Red Sea in latest maritime assault likely carried out by Yemen's Houthi rebels
DUBAI, United Arab Emirates -- A ship traveling through the Red Sea on Thursday reported being hit in an attack likely carried out by Yemen's Houthi rebels, a private security firm said, the latest in the campaign targeting shipping over the Israel-Hamas war. 
The ship issued a radio call off the coast of the rebel-held port city of Hodeida, saying it had been struck, the private security firm Ambrey said. A warship in the area was responding to the attack, Ambrey added.
It wasn't clear if anyone was hurt or if the ship was damaged in the assault on the vessel. Neither the British nor U.S. militaries immediately reported the attack.
The Houthis did not immediately claim the attack. However, it can take hours or even days for them to acknowledge their assaults. 
Israeli soldier killed and 16 wounded during West Bank raid
TEL AVIV, Israel -- The Israeli military says a soldier was killed and 16 others were wounded during a military operation in the West Bank overnight. It said Thursday that an explosive device detonated in the area of the northern city of Jenin, which has seen frequent raids and gunbattles with militants in recent years.
There were no immediate reports of Palestinian casualties. Israel says it has arrested over 4,000 Palestinians in the West Bank since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack ignited the war in Gaza, including around 1,750 suspected of being Hamas members.
The Palestinian Health Ministry says over 550 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli fire in the West Bank since the start of the latest Israel-Hamas war. Most have been killed during Israeli raids and violent protests, although the dead also include innocent bystanders and Palestinians killed in attacks by Jewish settlers. Israel captured the West Bank, Gaza and east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war. The Palestinians want all three territories for their future state.
Israeli military releases photos it says prove slain charity worker was a militant
JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military has released photos that it says show a staffer with the aid group Doctors Without Borders wearing military fatigues at a gathering of Gaza militants.
The military says that Fadi al-Wadiya, who was killed in an airstrike earlier this week, was a "significant operative" in the Islamic Jihad group and was involved in its rocket program.
Doctors Without Borders, known by its French acronym MSF, did not respond to a request for comment on the photos, which were released late Wednesday. The aid group said earlier that it had no indication he was a militant.
The photos released by the military appear to show al-Wadiya wearing military fatigues in meetings with Islamic Jihad militants, but they could not be independently authenticated.
Lt. Col. Nadav Shoshani, an Israeli military spokesman who shared the photos on the social media platform X, said that al-Wadiya tried to leave Gaza for military training in Iran when he joined MSF in 2018, without providing evidence.
"Al-Wadiya exploited his position in a humanitarian organization to further terrorist operations," Shoshani said.
Doctors Without Borders said al-Wadiya, a medic and physiotherapist, worked for the group between 2018 and 2022, before resuming work with the charity during the war. It said he was killed while riding his bicycle to work on Tuesday.
The group said he was the sixth of its employees to be killed in Gaza since Oct. 7, calling their deaths "unacceptable."
State Department spokesman Matthew Miller, asked about the competing claims on Wednesday, said the United States was not immediately able to resolve them.
The armed wings of Hamas, Islamic Jihad and other Palestinian militant groups are highly secretive, and fighters rarely identify themselves publicly for fear of being targeted in Israeli strikes.
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Belarus' authoritarian leader names new foreign minister and reshuffles other top officials
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                    FILE - Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko attends a joint statement with Russian President Vladimir Putin following Russian-Belarusian negotiations at the Palace of Independence in Minsk, Belarus, Friday, May 24, 2024. Lukashenko on Thursday, June 26, 2024, reshuffled his top officials in what observers see as part of maneuvering ahead of the 2025 presidential election. (Mikhail Metzel, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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                                        TALLINN, Estonia (AP) -- Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko on Thursday reshuffled his top officials in what observers saw as part of maneuvering ahead of the 2025 presidential election.
Lukashenko, who has ruled the country of 9.5 million with an iron hand for three decades and declared his intention to seek a seventh term next year, replaced his chief of staff along with the country's foreign minister and several other senior officials.
Lukashenko has unleashed a sweeping crackdown on the opposition in response to massive protests that were triggered by his disputed reelection in the August 2020 presidential election that the opposition and the West have denounced as rigged. 
More than 35,000 people have been arrested and thousands have been brutally beaten in custody. Dozens of independent news organizations and rights groups have been shut down and journalists imprisoned. The United States and the European Union have responded to the crackdown with an array of sanctions.

    


As part of the government changes announced Thursday, Lukashenko named Maksim Ryzhankou as the new foreign minister to replace Sergei Aleinik, who had spent less than two years on the job.




Some saw the appointment as Ryzhankou, 52 as a sign of Lukashenko's hopes to negotiate the softening of Western sanctions.
Pavel Latushka, an opposition leader who fled the country under the authorities' pressure after the 2020 vote, described Ryzhankou as a "supporter of talks with Western nations."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Ryzhankou's task is to try to find instruments and mechanisms to resume a dialogue between Minsk and Western countries, something that Aleinik has failed to accomplish," Latushka said. "Lukashenko hopes that the West will have to resume a dialogue with him after his 2025 reelection, and Ryzhankou's mission is to assist that."
Latushka claimed that Ryzhankou, who had previously served as Lukashenko's deputy chief of staff, had recently met with French envoys to discuss ways to resume a dialogue. 

    


At the same time, Lukashenko appointed Belarus' ambassador to Russia, Dmitry Krutoi, as the new presidential chief of staff. Krutoi, 43, is widely seen as a proponent of strong relations with Russia. 
Lukashenko has relied on close ties with Russia and provided his country as a staging ground for the war in Ukraine. In 2023, Russia also moved some of its tactical nuclear weapons to Belarus.
"In the run-up to the 2025 election, Lukashenko is resuming his favorite balancing act between the East and the West, sending signals of loyalty to Moscow but at the same time making the Kremlin nervous about the prospect of normalization of ties with the West," Latushka said.
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US sanctions Boeing for sharing information about 737 Max 9 investigation
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            1 of 2 | FILE - An Alaska Airlines Boeing 737 Max 9 with a door plug aircraft awaits inspection at the airline's hangar at Seattle-Tacoma International Airport Wednesday, Jan. 10, 2024, in SeaTac, Wash. The National Transportation Safety Board is sanctioning Boeing for sharing information with the media, Thursday, June 27, about the 737 Max 9 door plug investigation that it wasn't supposed to. (AP Photo/Lindsey Wasson)
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            2 of 2 | Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., center, visits with family members of victims of Boeing plane crashes after a Senate Homeland Security Subcommittee on Investigations hearing on Capitol Hill Tuesday, June 18, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)
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                                        Boeing is being sanctioned by U.S. investigators for sharing information about a federal investigation of a door plug blowout that left a gaping hole in a Boeing 737 Max 9.
The National Transportation Safety Board said Thursday that Boeing "blatantly violated" the agency's investigative regulations as well as a signed agreement by providing non-public investigative information to the media and speculating about possible causes of the Jan. 5 door plug blowout on a Boeing passenger jet in Portland, Oregon.
During the incident, a panel that plugged a space left for an extra emergency door blew off an Alaska Airlines Max 9. Pilots were able to land safely, and there were no injuries.
The NTSB said that on Tuesday during a media briefing, a Boeing executive provided non-public investigative information to the media about the Alaska Airlines incident that the agency had not verified or authorized for release. The NTSB said that Boeing portrayed the NTSB's investigation as a search to find the individual responsible for the door plug work, but the agency said it's focused on the probable cause of the accident, not placing blame on any individual or assessing liability.

    


Boeing said in a statement on Thursday that it deeply regretted that some of the statements made at the media briefing overstepped the NTSB's role as the source of investigative information. 




"We apologize to the NTSB and stand ready to answer any questions as the agency continues its investigation," it said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Shares of The Boeing Co., based in Arlington, Virginia, rose more than 2% in morning trading. 
The NTSB said that given its recent actions, Boeing won't have access to investigative information the agency produces about the Alaska Airlines incident, but it will keep its party status to the investigation. 
The NTSB is unable to fine Boeing, as it doesn't have enforcement authority. While the agency could have stripped away Boeing's party status, the NTSB may have considered it more important to keep Boeing as a party to the investigation because of its employees' expertise. 

    


The NTSB said that it may subpoena any relevant records it requires during the course of the investigation. It also will subpoena Boeing to appear at an investigative hearing in Washington D.C. on Aug. 6 and 7. The agency said that, unlike other parties, Boeing won't be able to ask questions of other participants.
The NTSB said that it will coordinate with the Department of Justice's Fraud Division, giving them information about Boeing's recent unauthorized investigative information releases related to the 737 Max 9 door plug investigation. 
In May the Justice Department told a federal judge that Boeing had violated a settlement that allowed the company to avoid criminal prosecution after two deadly crashes involving its 737 Max aircraft. 
After Max jets crashed in 2018 in Indonesia and 2019 in Ethiopia, killing 346 people, the FAA and other regulators grounded the aircraft worldwide for more than a year and a half.
It is now up to the Justice Department to decide whether to file charges against Boeing. Prosecutors will tell the court no later than July 7 how they plan to proceed, the department said in May. 

    


Boeing has been under intense scrutiny of late. Earlier this month, CEO David Calhoun defended the company's safety record during a contentious Senate hearing, while lawmakers accused him of placing profits over safety, failing to protect whistleblowers, and even getting paid too much.
There has been pressure on Calhoun to resign immediately, but he has no plans to do so. Calhoun previously announced that he will step down by the end of 2024. 
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Stella Assange thanks Australian lawmakers for WikiLeaks founder's freedom

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Julian Assange's wife Stella Assange and members of his legal team visited Australia's Parliament House on Thursday to thank a broad spectrum of lawmakers who campaigned for the WikiLeaks founder's freedom.
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            1 of 11 | Stella Assange speaks at a press conference in Parliament House following WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange's arrival back to Australia, in Canberra, Thursday, June 27, 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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Stella Assange speaks at a press conference in Parliament House following WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange's arrival back to Australia, in Canberra, Thursday, June 27, 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            2 of 11 | Stella Assange speaks at a press conference in Parliament House following WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange's arrival back to Australia, in Canberra, Thursday, June 27, 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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Stella Assange speaks at a press conference in Parliament House following WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange's arrival back to Australia, in Canberra, Thursday, June 27, 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            3 of 11 | Stella Assange, foreground, speaks at a press conference in Parliament House following WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange's arrival back to Australia, in Canberra, Thursday, June 27, 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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Stella Assange, foreground, speaks at a press conference in Parliament House following WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange's arrival back to Australia, in Canberra, Thursday, June 27, 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            4 of 11 | Stella Assange, center, attends a press conference with supporters in Parliament House following WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange's arrival back to Australia, in Canberra, Thursday, June 27, 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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Stella Assange, center, attends a press conference with supporters in Parliament House following WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange's arrival back to Australia, in Canberra, Thursday, June 27, 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            5 of 11 | Stella Assange, right, speaks at a press conference in Parliament House following WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange's arrival back to Australia, in Canberra, Thursday, June 27, 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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Stella Assange, right, speaks at a press conference in Parliament House following WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange's arrival back to Australia, in Canberra, Thursday, June 27, 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            6 of 11 | Stella Assange, center, speaks at a press conference in Parliament House following WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange's arrival back to Australia, in Canberra, Thursday, June 27, 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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Stella Assange, center, speaks at a press conference in Parliament House following WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange's arrival back to Australia, in Canberra, Thursday, June 27, 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            7 of 11 | WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange gestures after landing at RAAF air base Fairbairn in Canberra, Australia, Wednesday, June 26 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga.(AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 11
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange gestures after landing at RAAF air base Fairbairn in Canberra, Australia, Wednesday, June 26 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga.(AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 11 | Stella Assange comments after a press conference in Parliament House following WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange's arrival back to Australia, in Canberra, Thursday, June 27, 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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Stella Assange comments after a press conference in Parliament House following WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange's arrival back to Australia, in Canberra, Thursday, June 27, 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga. (AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            9 of 11 | Lawyer Barry Pollack speaks at a press conference following WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange's arrival back to Australia, in Canberra, Wednesday, June 26 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga.(AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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Lawyer Barry Pollack speaks at a press conference following WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange's arrival back to Australia, in Canberra, Wednesday, June 26 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga.(AP Photo/Rick Rycroft)
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            10 of 11 | A mural showing WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange is seen on the wall of an apartment building in a street of the town of Balashikha outside Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga. (AP Photo/Dmitry Serebryakov)
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A mural showing WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange is seen on the wall of an apartment building in a street of the town of Balashikha outside Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Assange has returned to his homeland Australia aboard a charter jet hours after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with Justice Department prosecutors that concludes a drawn-out legal saga. (AP Photo/Dmitry Serebryakov)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            11 of 11 | WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange leaves the federal court in Saipan, Mariana Islands, Wednesday, June 26 2024. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange leaves the federal court in Saipan, Mariana Islands, Wednesday, June 26 2024. (AP Photo/Eugene Hoshiko)
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                                        MELBOURNE, Australia (AP) -- Stella Assange thanked the spectrum of lawmakers who campaigned for her husband, WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange, to be freed during her visit Thursday to Australia's Parliament House, where political leaders differed over how welcome the convicted felon was in his homeland.
"Julian is overjoyed and so grateful to the Australian people, to the members of Parliament and to the government and also the opposition who came together to voice the need for his release," Stella Assange said.
Assange has made no public comment since he arrived in Australia on Wednesday after pleading guilty to obtaining and publishing U.S. military secrets in a deal with U.S. Justice Department prosecutors that ended his 14-year legal battle for freedom.
The Bring Julian Assange Home Parliamentary Group began with a few federal lawmakers in 2019 and expanded to 47 -- one of five of the total in Canberra -- as a consensus grew that the prosecution over WikiLeaks' release of almost half a million documents relating to the U.S. wars in Iraq and Afghanistan in 2010 had taken too long.

    


His lawyers now want to swing that public and political support behind a campaign to have Assange's conviction pardoned.




"President (Joe) Biden or any subsequent president absolutely can and, in my mind, should issue a pardon to Julian Assange," lawyer Barry Pollack said.
However, White House National Security Council spokeswoman Adrienne Watson said Thursday Biden is not considering a pardon for Assange.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But while Australian lawmakers largely agreed that the time had come for Assange to be brought home, they disagreed on whether he deserved the same level of support as Australians recently released from arbitrary detention in China, Iran and Myanmar thanks to government intervention.
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has been credited with the diplomatic coup that enabled Assange to be released from a London prison to travel to Northern Mariana Islands, a U.S. commonwealth in the Western Pacific where he pleaded guilty to a single charge under the Espionage Act.

    


With credit given for the five years Assange had spent in Belmarsh Prison fighting extradition, he was allowed to return to Australia without serving any more jail time.
Opposition lawmakers argue Albanese risked damaging relations with the United States, Australia's most important security partner, by telephoning Assange moments after the former computer hacker had landed in Canberra.
"It's not necessary nor appropriate for Anthony Albanese to welcome home Julian Assange on the same day he's admitted to espionage acts," opposition spokesperson on foreign affairs Simon Birmingham said. But Stella Assange argued her husband should never have been charged.
"He was pleading guilty to committing journalism. This case criminalizes journalism, journalistic activity, standard journalist activity of news gathering and publishing," she said.
Assange was accused of receiving and publishing war logs and diplomatic cables that included details of U.S. military wrongdoing in Iraq and Afghanistan. His activities drew an outpouring of support from press freedom advocates, who heralded his role in bringing to light military conduct that might otherwise have been concealed from view and warned of a chilling effect on journalists. Among the files published by WikiLeaks was a video of a 2007 Apache helicopter attack by American forces in Baghdad that killed 11 people, including two Reuters journalists.

    


Assange has been celebrated by supporters as a transparency crusader but lambasted by national security hawks who insist that his conduct put lives at risks and strayed far beyond the bounds of traditional journalism duties.
Questioned at a news conference after Assange's return, Albanese declined to say whether he considered him a journalist who had been wrongly pursued by U.S. authorities.
"I think that there will continue to be different views about Julian Assange and his activity," Albanese said.
"My role as prime minister has been to firmly say that whatever the views that people have, there was no purpose to be served by this ongoing incarceration," Albanese added.

    


Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong distanced the government from the Assange campaign for the crime to be pardoned.
"That is a matter for Mr. Assange and his legal team and the decision on that is a matter for the United States," Wong said.
"What we are pleased about is that he is home. We did think his incarceration had dragged on," she added.
Stella Assange, a South Africa-born lawyer who married her husband in prison in 2022, has given few clues to his future career.
"He plans to swim in the ocean every day. He plans to sleep in a real bed. He plans to taste real food and he plans to enjoy his freedom," she said.
"Julian is the most principled man I know and he will always defend human rights and speak out against injustice and he can choose how he does that, because he is a free man," she added.
------
Associated Press journalist Aamer Madhani in Washington, DC contributed. 
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            1 of 9 | European Council President Charles Michel, left, and European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, right, pose with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy as they take part in a signature ceremony of a security agreement during an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (Olivier Hoslet, Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 9 | Estonia's Prime Minister Kaja Kallas, right, poses with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy as they take part in a signature ceremony of a security agreement during an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (Olivier Hoslet, Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 9 | Front fow left to right, European Parliament President Roberta Metsola, Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban, Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, Lithuania's President Gitanas Nauseda, Romania's President Klaus Werner Ioannis and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy during a group photo at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            4 of 9 | From left, Germany's Chancellor Olaf Scholz, Lithuania's President Gitanas Nauseda and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (Olivier Hoslet, Pool Photo via AP)
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            5 of 9 | Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, right, speaks with Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (Olivier Hoslet, Pool Photo via AP)
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            6 of 9 | From left, Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Germany's Chancellor Olaf Scholz, European Council President Charles Michel and European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (Olivier Hoslet, Pool Photo via AP)
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            7 of 9 | Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, and European Council President Charles Michel speak with the media as they arrive for an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            8 of 9 | Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks with the media as he arrives for an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            9 of 9 | Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks with the media as he arrives for an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            1 of 9 | European Council President Charles Michel, left, and European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, right, pose with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy as they take part in a signature ceremony of a security agreement during an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (Olivier Hoslet, Pool Photo via AP)
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European Council President Charles Michel, left, and European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, right, pose with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy as they take part in a signature ceremony of a security agreement during an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (Olivier Hoslet, Pool Photo via AP)
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            2 of 9 | Estonia's Prime Minister Kaja Kallas, right, poses with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy as they take part in a signature ceremony of a security agreement during an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (Olivier Hoslet, Pool Photo via AP)
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Estonia's Prime Minister Kaja Kallas, right, poses with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy as they take part in a signature ceremony of a security agreement during an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (Olivier Hoslet, Pool Photo via AP)
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            3 of 9 | Front fow left to right, European Parliament President Roberta Metsola, Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban, Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, Lithuania's President Gitanas Nauseda, Romania's President Klaus Werner Ioannis and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy during a group photo at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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Front fow left to right, European Parliament President Roberta Metsola, Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban, Italy's Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, Lithuania's President Gitanas Nauseda, Romania's President Klaus Werner Ioannis and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy during a group photo at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            4 of 9 | From left, Germany's Chancellor Olaf Scholz, Lithuania's President Gitanas Nauseda and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (Olivier Hoslet, Pool Photo via AP)
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From left, Germany's Chancellor Olaf Scholz, Lithuania's President Gitanas Nauseda and Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (Olivier Hoslet, Pool Photo via AP)
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            5 of 9 | Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, right, speaks with Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (Olivier Hoslet, Pool Photo via AP)
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Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, right, speaks with Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (Olivier Hoslet, Pool Photo via AP)
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            6 of 9 | From left, Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Germany's Chancellor Olaf Scholz, European Council President Charles Michel and European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (Olivier Hoslet, Pool Photo via AP)
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From left, Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, Germany's Chancellor Olaf Scholz, European Council President Charles Michel and European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen during a round table meeting at an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (Olivier Hoslet, Pool Photo via AP)
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            7 of 9 | Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, and European Council President Charles Michel speak with the media as they arrive for an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, and European Council President Charles Michel speak with the media as they arrive for an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            8 of 9 | Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks with the media as he arrives for an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks with the media as he arrives for an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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            9 of 9 | Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks with the media as he arrives for an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy speaks with the media as he arrives for an EU summit in Brussels, Thursday, June 27, 2024. European Union leaders are expected on Thursday to discuss the next EU top jobs, as well as the situation in the Middle East and Ukraine, security and defence and EU competitiveness. (AP Photo/Geert Vanden Wijngaert)
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                                        BRUSSELS (AP) -- Ukraine's president called on European Union leaders on Thursday to live up to their promises to provide military equipment to his war-ravaged country, as the bloc pledged to support the government in Kyiv long term.
"Fulfilment of every promise is important, not only in terms of protecting lives but also to destroy the Russian illusion that they will achieve something by war," President Volodymyr Zelenskyy told the leaders at an EU summit in Brussels.
Russian forces are seeking to press their advantage in troop numbers and weaponry before Ukraine's armed forces are bulked up by promised new Western military aid, some of which is trickling to the front line, analysts say.
Zelenskyy thanked countries that have promised equipment, weapons and ammunition, but underlined that "we need them urgently on the battlefield." He also appealed for more help on "the urgent things -- air defense, that is one."

    


Zelenskyy and the leaders signed a 12-page document of "joint security commitments" to each other. In essence, it encapsulates what the 27-nation bloc has been doing for the country in terms of financial, military and other assistance since Russian forces invaded in February 2022.




The EU, for its part, commits to the "predictable, efficient, sustainable and long-term provision of military equipment," help with military training and building Ukraine's defense sector, plus increased cooperation on cyber and hybrid threats, like information manipulation and interference.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It also vows to help with mine clearance, security and law enforcement reform, energy security and nuclear safety, as well as assistance with rebuilding Ukraine's shattered infrastructure, hospitals and buildings, and to hold accountable those suspected of war crimes.
Ukraine promised to uphold European values and continue on its reform path in preparation to join the EU, including by ensuring civilian control over its security and defense forces. It also pledged to boost transparency and accountability in the way that it uses EU assistance.

    


Several countries already have similar bilateral agreements with Ukraine, offering a long-term commitment to help Kyiv, including once its war with Russia is over. Zelenskyy and U.S. President Joe Biden signed one such pact earlier this month which will run for the next decade.
The EU's document was signed in the same week that it launched membership talks with Ukraine, a decade after Russian troops seized the Crimean Peninsula to deter the country from moving closer to the West, part of a chain of events that set the two neighbors on the  path to war.
"We waited for this a long period of time," Zelenskyy told reporters, thanking the EU for its approval.
The bloc is notably concerned about rampant corruption in Ukraine and this must be corrected before the country can join. The accession process is likely to take several years.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/eu-ukraine-security-weapons-guarantee-c3c93e417938dc0bf551a4ee5240f46f
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Free speech and digital rights groups argue TikTok law would infringe on the First Amendment
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                    FILE - The icon for the video sharing TikTok app is seen on a smartphone, Feb. 28, 2023, in Marple Township, Pa. The Federal Trade Commission has referred a complaint against TikTok and its parent company, ByteDance, to the Department of Justice. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)
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                                        A group of nonprofits argued in a legal filing that the federal law requiring TikTok's parent company to sell the platform, or face a ban, is an unconstitutional measure that restricts speech and makes it impossible for users to associate on the app. 
The legal brief, submitted late Wednesday to a federal court in Washington, comes as TikTok and its Beijing-based parent, ByteDance, are waging a consequential legal battle against a law that would disrupt the platform's U.S. operation. Thursday is the deadline for third-party groups to file documents in support of the two companies. 
Seven nonprofits signed onto the brief, including groups that have previously expressed support for TikTok or sided with the company in a similar lawsuit against Montana last year. They include free speech and digital rights groups like the Electronic Frontier Foundation and The First Amendment Coalition as well as Freedom of the Press Foundation, which advocates for public interest journalism.

    


In their legal filing, the nonprofits argue that the law would infringe on the First Amendment, echoing TikTok's arguments in its lawsuit against the government. They say the Constitution doesn't just protect TikTok's U.S. users, but the company itself. They also argue the government's burden to justify free speech violations is the same around national security issues as with any other matter. The government's action against TikTok also represents "a direct and serious threat" against freedom of the press, they argue. 




The federal law, which President Joe Biden signed as part of a larger foreign aid package in April, is the U.S. government's attempts to deal with national security concerns surrounding TikTok. Lawmakers from both parties and some administration officials have said TikTok's current ownership structure poses a threat since ByteDance operates under the laws of the Chinese government. They have said Chinese authorities could force ByteDance to hand over U.S. user data or sway public opinion towards Beijing's interests by tinkering with the algorithm that populates users' feeds. But public evidence hasn't been provided to support either claim.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Like the civil liberties and free speech groups, many TikTok creators have opposed the measure, which marks the first time the U.S. has singled out a social media company for a potential ban. It gives ByteDance nine months to sell TikTok, and a possible three-month extension if a sale is in progress. However, both companies have argued they would have to shut down TikTok's U.S. operation by Jan. 19 because continuing to operate in the U.S. wouldn't be commercially, technologically or legally possible if forced to divest.

    


Last week, TikTok filed another legal brief giving its account of negotiations it held with the Biden administration since 2021. The company said it presented a draft agreement in August 2022, but the administration "ceased any substantive negotiations" with the company after that. 
The Justice Department said in a statement last week that it's looking forward to defending the recently enacted legislation, which it says addresses "critical national security concerns in a manner that is consistent with the First Amendment and other constitutional limitations."
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Michigan lawmakers pass budget overnight after disagreements in funding for schools
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                    FILE - The Michigan Capitol is seen, May 24, 2023, in Lansing, Mich. Michigan lawmakers passed an $83 billion budget for the next fiscal year. Lawmakers disagreed on education funding, stalling the budget passage until the early hours Thursday, June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Carlos Osorio, File)
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                                        LANSING, Mich. (AP) -- Lawmakers passed Michigan's next state budget Thursday after a 19-hour session marked by disagreements among Democrats and school groups, who warned that the original proposal for education spending would lead to layoffs.
The votes to pass the $83 billion budget for the fiscal year starting Oct. 1 came around 5 a.m., mostly along party lines in both legislative chambers, where Democrats hold a slim majority. It now awaits final approval from Democratic Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, who is expected to sign.
Budget debates overnight centered on education funding that legislative leaders, the governor and school groups all had different priorities for. 
In the end, the approved $23.4 billion school aid budget will provide free community college for all and free preschool for most.
But school groups said it marks the first time in over a decade that the state will not increase per pupil funding for districts. Democratic lawmakers highlighted that there will be savings in other areas, particularly with a reduced pension contribution rate for retirement benefits. These savings are estimated to be $598 million.

    


"When our teachers succeed, our students succeed. Teachers for too long have seen a reduction in their paychecks and fewer resources in their classrooms," Democratic state Rep. Matt Koleszar, chair of the House Education Committee, said in a statement.




In February, Whitmer had proposed her own $80.7 billion budget concentrated on initiatives such as free community college for recent high school graduates and free preschool for all 4-year-olds. The passed budget achieves the first priority while falling short of the second, with free preschool being guaranteed only for 4-year-olds with families with incomes at or below 400% of the federal poverty level. For a family of four, the cutoff would be close to $125,000 in combined income. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The $59 billion general government spending budget -- which combines with the school aid fund to make the total budget -- saw similar divisions between Democrats and Republicans with only one GOP state senator, Ed McBroom, crossing the aisle. 

    


Leaders touted nearly $100 million for affordable housing projects and nearly $60 million to create a new Michigan Innovation Fund that will support startup companies. The budget includes nearly $335 million in "enhancement grants," sometimes referred to as special projects.
Lawmakers were working ahead of a self-imposed July 1 deadline and released the budget to the public just hours before voting on it.
The total $83 billion budget is just $1 billion more than this year's, a significant slowdown following recent years of large overall spending growth fueled by pandemic-related funds. 
Still, Senate Minority Leader Aric Nesbitt called the budget a "spending spree" by Democrats that would cause debt and stick "future generations with the bill."
The Michigan Association of Superintendents and Administrators, which lobbies for K-12 superintendents and administrators, criticized an earlier draft of the budget in a statement Tuesday, saying that it would "lead to layoffs this fall and in the future" and that "funding for our schools will not be enough to keep up with inflation, rising health care costs, and the ending of federal relief dollars." 
As of Thursday morning, the group had made no statement on the final budget.
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Funeral for monk shot by soldiers highlights Myanmar army's delicate relationship to Buddhist clergy

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Hundreds of people attended the funeral on Thursday of a senior monk who was fatally shot by Myanmar soldiers. The body of 78-year-old monk Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa was carried on a vehicle in the design of a Karaweik barge -- an ornate vessel with a golden image of a mythical bird at its bow.
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            1 of 13 | A vehicle with an elaborate design as a traditional Karaweik vessel carries the late monk Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa in a funeral cortege to be cremated in Bago, Myanmar, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The senior monk was shot dead last week by soldiers who the military government said mistaked the vehicle in which he was traveling for a security threat. (AP Photo)
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A vehicle with an elaborate design as a traditional Karaweik vessel carries the late monk Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa in a funeral cortege to be cremated in Bago, Myanmar, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The senior monk was shot dead last week by soldiers who the military government said mistaked the vehicle in which he was traveling for a security threat. (AP Photo)
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            2 of 13 | Buddhist monks pray during the cremation ceremony for the late monk Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa in Bago, Myanmar, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The senior monk was shot dead last week by soldiers who the military government said mistaked the vehicle in which he was traveling for a security threat. (AP Photo)
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Buddhist monks pray during the cremation ceremony for the late monk Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa in Bago, Myanmar, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The senior monk was shot dead last week by soldiers who the military government said mistaked the vehicle in which he was traveling for a security threat. (AP Photo)
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            3 of 13 | CORRECTS THE COFFIN IS NOT INSIDE THE VEHICLE - A vehicle with an elaborate design as a traditional Karaweik vessel is prepared to carry the coffin of the late monk Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa in a funeral cortege to be cremated in Bago, Myanmar, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The senior monk was shot dead last week by soldiers who the military government said mistaked the vehicle in which he was traveling for a security threat. (AP Photo)
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            4 of 13 | Buddhist monks carry the coffin of the late monk Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa before the cremation in Bago, Myanmar, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The senior monk was shot dead last week by soldiers who the military government said mistaked the vehicle in which he was traveling for a security threat. (AP Photo)
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Buddhist monks carry the coffin of the late monk Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa before the cremation in Bago, Myanmar, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The senior monk was shot dead last week by soldiers who the military government said mistaked the vehicle in which he was traveling for a security threat. (AP Photo)
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            5 of 13 | A portrait of the late monk Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa is seen in front of the pyre for the body cremation in Bago, Myanmar, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The senior monk was shot dead last week by soldiers who the military government said mistaked the vehicle in which he was traveling for a security threat. (AP Photo)
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A portrait of the late monk Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa is seen in front of the pyre for the body cremation in Bago, Myanmar, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The senior monk was shot dead last week by soldiers who the military government said mistaked the vehicle in which he was traveling for a security threat. (AP Photo)
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            6 of 13 | A funeral cortege of the late monk Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa moves in a street in Bago, Myanmar, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The senior monk was shot dead last week by soldiers who the military government said mistaked the vehicle in which he was traveling for a security threat. (AP Photo)
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            7 of 13 | Buddhist nuns pay their respects to the late monk Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa at a Buddhist temple in Bago, Myanmar, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The senior monk was shot dead last week by soldiers who the military government said mistaked the vehicle in which he was traveling for a security threat. (AP Photo)
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            8 of 13 | People pray next to the coffin of the late monk Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa in a Buddhist temple in Bago, Myanmar, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The senior monk was shot dead last week by soldiers who the military government said mistaked the vehicle in which he was traveling for a security threat. (AP Photo)
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            9 of 13 | A funeral cortege of the late monk Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa move in a street in Bago, Myanmar, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The senior monk was shot dead last week by soldiers who the military government said mistaked the vehicle in which he was traveling for a security threat. (AP Photo)
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            10 of 13 | Mourners cry during the cremation ceremony for the late monk Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa in Bago, Myanmar, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The senior monk was shot dead last week by soldiers who the military government said mistaked the vehicle in which he was traveling for a security threat. (AP Photo)
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            11 of 13 | A crowd of Buddhist clergy and devotees attend the cremation of the late monk Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa in Bago, Myanmar, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The senior monk was shot dead last week by soldiers who the military government said mistaked the vehicle in which he was traveling for a security threat. (AP Photo)
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            12 of 13 | The funeral pyre built for the cremation of the late monk Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa is seen in Bago, Myanmar, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The senior monk was shot dead last week by soldiers who the military government said mistaked the vehicle in which he was traveling for a security threat. (AP Photo)
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            13 of 13 | In this provided by The Myanmar Military True News Information Team on June 9, 2024, Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, head of the military council, presents an offering to an unidentified monk during a ceremony to offer national-level regalia vehicles to members of State Monks Committee, in Yangon, Myanmar. (The Myanmar Military True News Information Team via AP)
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                                        BANGKOK (AP) -- Hundreds of people attended the funeral on Thursday of a senior monk who was fatally shot by soldiers in an incident that could undermine the cozy relationship that Myanmar's military government has tried to maintain with the country's Buddhist clergy.
The body of 78-year-old monk Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa was carried on a vehicle in the design of a Karaweik barge -- an ornate vessel with a golden image of a mythical bird at its bow -- through crowds from a temple in the city of Bago where it had been kept for the past week for mourners to pay their respects. 
The mock barge was accompanied by more than a hundred other vehicles and a long procession of monks and devotees to a newly built pyre at a cemetery on the outskirts of the city for cremation.
Buddhist clergy are extremely influential in Myanmar, an overwhelmingly Buddhist nation in which the religion is deeply entwined with tradition and culture.

    


The killing of Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa, a retired member of the State Sangha Mahanayaka Committee, the monastic organization overseeing the Buddhist clergy, drew outrage, especially because the military government initially lied and blamed it on resistance fighters opposed to army rule.




Myanmar's military junta came to power in February 2021 after the army ousted the democratically elected government of Aung San Suu Kyi. After security forces used deadly force to suppress nonviolent protests, armed resistance arose and the country is now in a civil war.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The military, which likes to portray itself as the guardian of Buddhism, has worked hard to keep the clergy on its side to try to bolster its legitimacy, devoting resources to construction and repair of religious structures and donating money and gifts to monasteries and senior monks.
State media earlier this month publicized the head of the military government, Senior Gen. Min Aung Hlaing, donating limousines to senior monks in the State Sangha Mahanayaka Committee,

    


Historically, monks played major roles in resistance to British colonial rule, and in more recent times, previous military governments. Monks have taken part in protests against the 2021 takeover, and some have allied themselves with armed resistance forces.
Bhaddanta Munindarbhivamsa, who had been serving as the abbot of a monastery in Bago where hundreds of young monks from around the country come to learn Buddhist scripture, was traveling in a car in the central region of Mandalay on June 19 when it was fired upon by soldiers on a truck.
However, state-run MRTV television announced that night that the monk had died in an explosion of a landmine planted by a local unit of the People's Defense Force, which is the loosely organized armed resistance movement opposed to military rule.
That explanation was discredited the next day when another monk who had been traveling in the car announced details of the incident to monks and devotees at the monastery in Bago.
Bhaddanta Gunikabhivamsa said soldiers fired seven or eight shots at the car, killing his senior colleague and wounding the driver and himself. Videos of him delivering the explanation were widely shared on social media, causing outrage at both the soldiers and state media for trying to cover up the killing.

    


The military government, faced with a major public relations debacle, was forced to quickly backtrack as the surviving monk's account spread, acknowledging that soldiers had shot the monk.
Min Aung Hlaing sent Religious Affairs and Culture Minister Tin Oo Lwin on Monday to read his apology at the late monk's monastery.
In the statement, Min Aung Hlaing expressed his deep grief for the death of the monk but also said the security forces had to shoot at the civilian vehicle because it did not pull over when ordered to stop as it had been driving at high speed with its windows closed in an area where the resistance was reportedly active.
Min Aung Hlaing said an investigation of the incident by high-ranking officials had begun and that the military government would continue to serve the interests of the Buddhist religion by working together with monks.

    


The military government's efforts to win support among senior clergy builds on the army's long-standing alliance with right-wing monks who share their ultranationalist views and have their own followers who can be mobilized for political action.
The monk who was killed was one of several senior clergy members who have publicly denounced the army's 2021 seizure of power.
He and 10 other monks signed a protest letter that was posted on Facebook a few days after the takeover that accused the army of destroying the country's development and the hopes of its youth. The letter has resurfaced since his death and has circulated widely on social media.
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            1 of 5 | FILE - Newly elected Chinese Defense Minister Gen. Li Shangfu takes his oath during a session of China's National People's Congress (NPC) at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on March 12, 2023. Former Chinese defense minister Li was expelled from the ruling Communist Party and is being investigated for corruption and bribery, the official Xinhua news agency reported Thursday, June 27, 2024. He was removed from office in October 2023 after disappearing from public view for almost two months. (AP Photo/Andy Wong, File)
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            2 of 5 | FILE - China Defense Minister Li Shangfu, left, listens to Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese deliver a keynote address during the opening dinner for the 20th International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) Shangri-La Dialogue, Asia's annual defense and security forum, in Singapore on June 2, 2023. Former Chinese defense minister Li was expelled from the ruling Communist Party and is being investigated for corruption and bribery, the official Xinhua news agency reported Thursday, June 27, 2024. Li was removed from office in October 2023 after disappearing from public view for almost two months. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian, File)
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            3 of 5 | FILE - Chinese Defense Minister Li Shangfu salutes before delivering his speech on the last day of the 20th International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) Shangri-La Dialogue, Asia's annual defense and security forum, in Singapore, on June 4, 2023. Former Chinese defense minister Li was expelled from the ruling Communist Party and is being investigated for corruption and bribery, the official Xinhua news agency reported Thursday, June 27, 2024. He was removed from office in October 2023 after disappearing from public view for almost two months. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian, File)
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            4 of 5 | FILE - Chinese Defense Minister Gen. Wei Fenghe, front, walks out after a meeting with U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III at the venue of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Defense Ministers' Meeting (ADMM) in Siem Reap, Cambodia on Nov. 22, 2022. China has expelled two former defense ministers from the ruling Communist Party over accusations of corruption that are likely to lead to sentences of life in prison. The Defense Ministry on Thursday, June 27, 2024 said Li Shangfu abused his authority to enrich himself by taking bribes in exchange for granting favors. Li's predecessor, Wei Fenghe, was also accused on similar charges. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith, File)
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            5 of 5 | FILE - China's Defense Minister General Wei Fenghe speaks at a plenary session during the 19th International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) Shangri-la Dialogue, Asia's annual defense and security forum, in Singapore on June 12, 2022. China has expelled two former defense ministers from the ruling Communist Party over accusations of corruption that are likely to lead to sentences of life in prison. The Defense Ministry on Thursday, June 27, 2024 said Li Shangfu abused his authority to enrich himself by taking bribes in exchange for granting favors. Li's predecessor, Wei Fenghe, was also accused on similar charges. (AP Photo/Danial Hakim, File)
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            2 of 5 | FILE - China Defense Minister Li Shangfu, left, listens to Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese deliver a keynote address during the opening dinner for the 20th International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) Shangri-La Dialogue, Asia's annual defense and security forum, in Singapore on June 2, 2023. Former Chinese defense minister Li was expelled from the ruling Communist Party and is being investigated for corruption and bribery, the official Xinhua news agency reported Thursday, June 27, 2024. Li was removed from office in October 2023 after disappearing from public view for almost two months. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian, File)
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            3 of 5 | FILE - Chinese Defense Minister Li Shangfu salutes before delivering his speech on the last day of the 20th International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) Shangri-La Dialogue, Asia's annual defense and security forum, in Singapore, on June 4, 2023. Former Chinese defense minister Li was expelled from the ruling Communist Party and is being investigated for corruption and bribery, the official Xinhua news agency reported Thursday, June 27, 2024. He was removed from office in October 2023 after disappearing from public view for almost two months. (AP Photo/Vincent Thian, File)
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            4 of 5 | FILE - Chinese Defense Minister Gen. Wei Fenghe, front, walks out after a meeting with U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III at the venue of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Defense Ministers' Meeting (ADMM) in Siem Reap, Cambodia on Nov. 22, 2022. China has expelled two former defense ministers from the ruling Communist Party over accusations of corruption that are likely to lead to sentences of life in prison. The Defense Ministry on Thursday, June 27, 2024 said Li Shangfu abused his authority to enrich himself by taking bribes in exchange for granting favors. Li's predecessor, Wei Fenghe, was also accused on similar charges. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 5
FILE - Chinese Defense Minister Gen. Wei Fenghe, front, walks out after a meeting with U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III at the venue of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Defense Ministers' Meeting (ADMM) in Siem Reap, Cambodia on Nov. 22, 2022. China has expelled two former defense ministers from the ruling Communist Party over accusations of corruption that are likely to lead to sentences of life in prison. The Defense Ministry on Thursday, June 27, 2024 said Li Shangfu abused his authority to enrich himself by taking bribes in exchange for granting favors. Li's predecessor, Wei Fenghe, was also accused on similar charges. (AP Photo/Heng Sinith, File)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 5 | FILE - China's Defense Minister General Wei Fenghe speaks at a plenary session during the 19th International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) Shangri-la Dialogue, Asia's annual defense and security forum, in Singapore on June 12, 2022. China has expelled two former defense ministers from the ruling Communist Party over accusations of corruption that are likely to lead to sentences of life in prison. The Defense Ministry on Thursday, June 27, 2024 said Li Shangfu abused his authority to enrich himself by taking bribes in exchange for granting favors. Li's predecessor, Wei Fenghe, was also accused on similar charges. (AP Photo/Danial Hakim, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 5
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- China has expelled two former defense ministers from the ruling Communist Party over accusations of corruption that are likely to lead to sentences of life in prison. 
The Defense Ministry on Thursday said Li Shangfu had abused his authority to enrich himself by taking bribes in exchange for granting favors in violation of military and party discipline. Li's predecessor, Wei Fenghe, was also accused on similar charges. 
Such charges have been leveled in the past against many military leaders under the rule of President and party leader Xi Jinping, who also heads the armed forces as chairman of the Central Military Commission and has made a crackdown on corruption a hallmark of his rule since taking power more than a decade ago. 
Li is being investigated for corruption and bribery, the official Xinhua news agency reported Thursday. He was removed from office in October 2023 after disappearing from public view for almost two months.

    


Wei was placed under investigation in September and was suspected of "seriously violating political and organizational discipline by helping others gain improper benefits in personnel arrangements," Xinhua reported. 




He was found to have accepted a "huge amount of money and valuables in return, constituting the suspected crime of taking bribes," Xinhua said, adding that he had "lost his faith and loyalty and contaminated the political environment of the military, "bringing enormous damage to the Party's cause, the development of national defense and the armed forces, as well as the image of senior officials."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Both face prosecution under the justice system run by the People's Liberation Army, the military wing of the Communist Party.
Insiders have alleged a widespread purge of officers suspected of conspiring with outside forces or simply being insufficiently loyal to Xi. High-ranking officers occupy an elevated position in Chinese politics and can command extensive privileges. 

    


In its statement, the ministry gave no details of the allegations against Li, other than saying that his alleged crimes were "exceptionally pernicious" and that they posed "an enormous danger." 
Li spent most of his career as a specialist in the missile and procurement branches, and was under travel and financial sanctions from the U.S. over the purchase of Russian military hardware at the time he dropped from view last September.
That roughly coincided with the sudden disappearance of then-Foreign Minister Qin Gang and several leading officers in the rocket corps amid unproven allegations of misconduct. 
Li was replaced in December by Admiral Dong Jun. 
China has the world's largest standing military, its biggest navy, and a rapidly expanding nuclear arsenal, but it has not been tested in warfare in half a century. The military has a highly politicized and bureaucratic structure led by Xi as head of the party's Central Military Commission, with the defense minister playing a subsidiary role with few contacts with counterparts from foreign nations. 
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            1 of 2 | Supporters of presidential candidate Biram Ould Dah Ould Abeid take part in a campaign rally ahead of the presidential election Nouakchott, Mauritania, Monday, June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mamsy Elkeihel) (AP Photo/Mamsy Elkeihel)
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            2 of 2 | FILE - Secretary of State John Kerry stands with Biram Dah Abeid, center, and Brahim Bilal Ramdhane, right, of Mauritania as they are recognized as "2016 Trafficking in Persons Report" heroes, whose efforts have made an impact on the global fight against modern slavery, June 30, 2016, in Washington. Almost two million people go to the polls on Saturday, June 29, 2024 in Mauritania, a vast desert nation in West Africa. The outgoing President Mohamed Ould Ghazouani, a former army chief and the current head of the African Union, who came to power in 2019 following the first democratic transition in the country's history, faces seven opponents, among them Biram Dah Abeid, an anti-slavery activist who is a candidate for the third consecutive time, leaders of several opposition parties and a neurosurgeon. (AP Photo/Andrew Harnik, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Mauritania goes to the polls with a regional security crisis and economic concerns among the issues

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | Supporters of presidential candidate Biram Ould Dah Ould Abeid take part in a campaign rally ahead of the presidential election Nouakchott, Mauritania, Monday, June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mamsy Elkeihel) (AP Photo/Mamsy Elkeihel)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 2
Supporters of presidential candidate Biram Ould Dah Ould Abeid take part in a campaign rally ahead of the presidential election Nouakchott, Mauritania, Monday, June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Mamsy Elkeihel) (AP Photo/Mamsy Elkeihel)
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                                        NOUAKCHOTT, Mauritania (AP) -- Nearly 2 million people go to the polls on Saturday in Mauritania, a vast desert nation in West Africa which positions itself as a strategic ally of the West in a region swept by coups and violence, but has been denounced for rights abuses.
President Mohamed Ould Ghazouani, widely expected to win a second term, is a former army chief who came to power in 2019 following the first democratic transition in the country's history. He's also the current president of the African Union.
Last year, his El Insaf party scored a crushing victory in the legislative election, taking 107 of the 176 seats in the National Assembly.
Ghazouni faces seven opponents, among them Biram Dah Abeid, an anti-slavery activist who is a candidate for the third consecutive time, leaders of several opposition parties and a neurosurgeon.

    


The vote is taking place in a particularly tense regional climate, with Mauritania's neighboring countries shaken by military coups and jihadi violence. Mauritania, one of the most stable countries in the Sahel region, has been hailed as a key partner in curbing migration and fighting extremism, and hasn't suffered any attacks since 2011.




Earlier this year, the European Union announced a 210 million-euro ($225 million) fund to help Mauritania crack down on people smugglers and deter migrant boats from taking off, as the number of people attempting the dangerous Atlantic Ocean crossing from West Africa to Europe rises sharply. It also announced an additional 22 million euros ($23.5 million) for a new anti-terrorism battalion in Mauritania that will patrol the border with restive Mali.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Ghazouni used his electoral campaign to highlight Mauritania's security commitments, a message that experts believe is addressed first to the military juntas in neighboring countries and the Russian mercenaries from the Wagner Group present in the region, but also to the jihadi groups, which have carried out incursions into Mauritanian villages.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

''I advise against anyone, an internal or external party, from thinking of destabilizing Mauritania or its territorial integrity," he said during one of the campaign meetings.

    


But the opposition candidates accused his government of corruption and clientelism. There was "a catastrophic management of the state" under Ghazouni's rule, said Biram Dah Abeid, an anti-slavery activist and Ghazouni's main rival in the quest for the presidency.
Mauritania is rich in natural resources such as iron ore, copper, zinc, phosphate, gold, oil and natural gas. Yet almost 60% of the population lives in poverty, according to the United Nations, working as farmers or employed in the informal sector. There are few economic opportunities for young people, with many attempting to cross the Atlantic to get to Europe.
"The Mauritanian regime has always lived on the pillage of wealth, the repression of populations and the use of forgery," Dah Abied told The Associated Press after a rally in Nouakchott, the country's capital, where he was greeted with slogans "Zero Ghazouani" and "Long live Biram."

    


Under Ghazoumi's rule, he said, "corruption is in full swing alongside squandering of state money."
There is no real separation of powers either, Dah Abied said. "In reality, justice is not independent and there is no independent legislative power," he said.
The country has also been denounced for human rights abuses, with the continuous existence of slavery casting a long shadow over its history. For centuries, the country's economic and political elite of Arab and Amazigh people enslaved Black people from the northwest Sahara.
Mauritania outlawed slavery in 1981, the last country in the world to do so. But the practice continues, human rights groups said, with around 149,000 people in modern slavery in this nation of less than 5 million, according to the 2023 Global Slavery Index.
Dah Abied is a descendant of slaves, and made fighting the practice the cornerstone of his political career -- and of his life. He founded the Initiative for the Resurgence of the Abolitionist Movement, an anti-slavery group, and has been arrested and imprisoned several times by Mauritanian authorities.

    


"My father was freed from slavery when he was in his mother's womb," he told the AP. But then he married a woman in the situation of slavery, Dah Abied said, and he saw his children being sold.
"My father was driven by the concern to fight against slavery, and he made it his legacy," Dah Abied said. "I promised him that I would fight against slavery all my life, and that is what I am doing."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mauritania-election-sahel-slavery-migration-305e303f3e65a9eb0161682c12b62368
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