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            1 of 4 | FILE - President Joe Biden, speaks during a presidential debate hosted by CNN with Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump, June 27, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)
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            2 of 4 | President Joe Biden speaks in the Cross Hall of the White House Monday, July 1, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            3 of 4 | President Joe Biden arrives to speak in the Cross Hall of the White House Monday, July 1, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            4 of 4 | President Joe Biden listens during a visit to the D.C. Emergency Operations Center, Tuesday, July 2, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden on Thursday opened a critical stretch in his effort to salvage his imperiled reelection campaign, arguing the stakes extend far beyond his own political prospects to the future of the country's economy and democracy itself. 
There is a growing sense that Biden may have just days to make a persuasive case that he is fit for office before Democratic support for him completely evaporates in the aftermath of his disastrous debate performance last week against Republican Donald Trump.
In an interview with a Wisconsin radio station that aired Thursday, Biden said, "The stakes are really high. I know you know this. For democracy, for freedom ... our economy, they're all on the line."
He added: "The president is the most powerful office in the world. But we need someone with wisdom and character."
The interview on the Earl Ingram Show on the Civic Media Radio Network, taped Wednesday, was the part of a media and public events blitz that the Democratic president and his staff have acknowledged as a make-or-break moment. Some financial backers were holding off or canceling upcoming fundraisers, according to a person familiar with the plans who spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity to discuss private discussions. 

    


After hosting a July Fourth evening barbecue at the White House for military families, Biden is scheduled to campaign in Wisconsin on Friday and sit for an interview with ABC's George Stephanopoulos that will air as a prime-time special that night. 




He plans to be in Philadelphia on Sunday and hold a full news conference during the NATO summit in Washington next week.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


It is not a given that his campaign will survive even that long if he does not deliver a strong showing on ABC. Discussions that were once a whisper around who should step into his place should he bow out are growing louder. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For now, Biden is not ready to walk away and he has communicated that in conversations with Democratic governors, close allies and staffers from his campaign. 

    


But time is short for a possible change. The Democratic National Committee announced weeks ago that it would hold a virtual roll call for a formal nomination before the party's national convention, which begins Aug. 19.
"I'm proud to be running for reelection as a president who's made his promises and I've kept them," Biden said in the radio interview. 
"I had a bad night. A bad night. I screwed up," he said of the debate, where he gave halting and convoluted answers. 
"But 90 minutes on stage does not erase what I've done for 3 1/2 years," he said in a different interview, with Philadelphia-area WURD Radio. 
In his private conversations, Biden has focused on how to reverse the trajectory from his rocky debate and has emphasized the critical nature of this year's presidential election.
During one call, when asked what would happen if his efforts to course correct do not work, Biden stressed that he understood how important the race is and that he would put the country first, according to a person who spoke directly with the president. The person was granted anonymity to discuss private conversations. 

    


Biden met for more than hour at the White House on Wednesday night, in person and virtually, with more than 20 Democratic governors. Afterward they described the conversation as "candid" and said they were standing behind Biden despite being concerned about a Trump victory in November. 
During that meeting, Biden told leaders that he had been checked out by his doctor following his debate performance, according to two people familiar with the talks who spoke on condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the private conversation. A few hours earlier, White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre had said Biden had not been examined by the doctor. 
The White House has blamed Biden's debate performance, where he appeared pale and his raspy voice trailed off at times, on a cold. Biden also said he had jet lag following back-to-back foreign trips that ended 12 days earlier. 

    


Biden's staff has resisted repeated calls to release more robust medical records for the 81-year-old president. After his last full physical in February, his doctor declared him fit for duty. 
Two Democratic lawmakers have publicly called for Biden to drop out of the race. Most Democratic lawmakers, though, are taking a wait-and-see approach, holding out for a better idea of how the situation plays out through new polling and the interview. That's according to Democratic lawmakers who requested anonymity to speak bluntly about the president.
Some have suggested Vice President Kamala Harris is emerging as the favorite to replace Biden if he were to withdraw. Those involved in private discussions acknowledge that Govs. Gavin Newsom of California and Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan remain viable alternatives. But for some insiders, Harris is viewed as the best prospect to quickly unify the party and avoid a messy and divisive convention fight.

    


Trump was seen on video declaring that Harris would be his new rival, saying, "she's so pathetic." It was unclear when he made the comments, which were posted on his social media account. 
Even as other Democratic allies have remained quiet since the debate, there is a growing private frustration about the Biden campaign's response at a crucial moment in the campaign -- particularly in Biden waiting several days to do direct damage control with senior members of his own party. 
___
Associated Press Writers Seung Min Kim, Lisa Mascaro and Mary Clare Jalonick contributed to this report. 
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                    An Israeli airstrike Wednesday afternoon hit close to the main hospital in Gaza's southern city of Khan Younis, hospital authorities said. At least seven people were injured in the strike, they said. (AP video: Marian Daggah/ Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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        Israeli airstrike close to the main hospital in Gaza's Khan Younis
An Israeli airstrike Wednesday afternoon hit close to the main hospital in Gaza's southern city of Khan Younis, hospital authorities said. At least seven people were injured in the strike, they said. (AP video: Marian Daggah/ Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Palestinians displaced from Gaza's Khan Younis struggle for survival

        
        
            Palestinian families who fled eastern Khan Younis in the latest wave of exodus in the war-torn Gaza Strip earlier this week, have struggled to find shelters in the overcrowded shelters and open areas in the western parts of the city. (AP video shot by Mohammad Jahjouh Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Fires have become the most visible sign of the conflict heating up on the Lebanon-Israel border

        
        
            With cease-fire talks faltering in Gaza and no clear offramp for the conflict on the Lebanon-Israel border, the daily exchanges of strikes between Hezbollah and Israeli forces have sparked fires that are tearing through forests and farmland on both sides of the border. (AP video/Ramiz Dallah)
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With cease-fire talks faltering in Gaza and no clear offramp for the conflict on the Lebanon-Israel border, the daily exchanges of strikes between Hezbollah and Israeli forces have sparked fires that are tearing through forests and farmland on both sides of the border. (AP video/Ramiz Dallah)
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            1 of 4 | Palestinians search for bodies and survivors in the rubble of a residential building destroyed in an Israeli airstrike in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo /Jehad Alshrafi)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 4 | Palestinians search for bodies and survivors in the rubble of a residential building destroyed in an Israeli airstrike in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo /Jehad Alshrafi)
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            3 of 4 | Palestinians search for bodies and survivors in the rubble of a residential building destroyed in an Israeli airstrike in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo /Jehad Alshrafi)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 4
Palestinians search for bodies and survivors in the rubble of a residential building destroyed in an Israeli airstrike in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo /Jehad Alshrafi)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- The Israeli government has approved plans to build nearly 5,300 new homes in settlements in the occupied West Bank, a monitoring group said Thursday, the latest in a campaign to accelerate settlement expansion, aimed at cementing Israeli control over the territory and preventing the establishment of a future Palestinian state.
Word of the decision emerged as diplomatic efforts aimed at ending the nine-month war in Gaza appeared to be stirring back to life after a weekslong hiatus. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's office said he had decided to send negotiators to resume negotiations. A day earlier, the militant Hamas group handed mediators its latest response to a U.S.-backed proposal for a deal. 
Fighting intensified between Israel and Lebanon's Hezbollah, with the militant group saying Thursday it fired more than 200 rockets and exploding drones into northern Israel to avenge the killing of a senior commander in an Israeli airstrike the day before.

    


Months of exchanges have literally set the Israeli-Lebanese border ablaze and raised fears of a potentially even more devastating war in the Middle East. Hezbollah has said it will halt its attacks if there is a cease-fire between Hamas -- a fellow Iran-backed ally -- and Israel.




Israel's turbocharged settlement drive threatens to further stoke tensions in the West Bank, which has seen a surge in violence since the war in Gaza began on Oct. 7. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Israeli anti-settlement monitoring Peace Now said the government's Higher Planning Council had approved or advanced plans for 5,295 homes in dozens of settlements across the West Bank. It also "legalized" three informal outposts as new neighborhoods of existing settlements in the Jordan Valley and near the city of Hebron. 
On Wednesday, Peace Now said Israel approved the largest seizure of land in the West Bank in over three decades. COGAT, the Israeli defense body that oversees the planning council, referred questions to Netanyahu's office, which did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

    


Netanyahu's government is dominated by settlers and their supporters. The hard-line nationalist finance minister, Bazalel Smotrich, himself a settler, has been put in charge of settlement policy and has said his rapid expansion drive is in part intended to ensure a Palestinian state cannot be created. In an escalation over past months, settlers have carried out more than 1,000 attacks on Palestinians, causing deaths, damaging property and in some cases prompting Palestinians to flee villages. 
The Palestinians seek the West Bank, east Jerusalem and Gaza - areas captured by Israel in the 1967 Mideast war - for an independent state. 
The new housing approvals could also rankle Israel's ally, the United States, which speaks out against settlements, though it has done little to pressure Israel on the issue. The question of Palestinian statehood has become enmeshed in efforts for a long-term resolution for Gaza. The U.S. has raised the idea of the West Bank-based Palestinian Authority governing Gaza in any post-war scenario and has called for a revival of the peace process to lead to a Palestinian state. 

    


Netanyahu has firmly rejected both ideas.
The revival of cease-fire talks appeared to mark another attempt by U.S., Qatari and Egyptian mediators to overcome the gap that has repeatedly thwarted a deal over the past months. Hamas wants a deal that ensures Israeli troops fully leave Gaza and the war ends; Netanyahu says the war cannot end before Hamas is eliminated. 
Gaza's Health Ministry said Thursday that the number of Palestinians killed by Israel's campaign in Gaza had climbed past 38,000. The ministry does not differentiate between combatants and civilians in its count. The war began when Hamas-led militants launched a surprise attack on Oct. 7 into southern Israel, killing around 1,200 people and abducting another 250 people.
Netanyahu spoke Thursday with President Joe Biden to discuss his decision to send a delegation to continue negotiations, Netanyahu's office said. He also told Biden Israel is committed "to finish the war only after achieving all of its objectives" -- a reference to the twin war goals of rescuing hostages and destroying Hamas.

    


The U.S. has rallied world support behind a plan for a phased cease-fire in Gaza that calls for the release of all hostages still held by Hamas in return for a lasting truce and the withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza. 
So far, neither side appears to have fully embraced it. 
Last month, Hamas suggested "amendments" to the proposal, some of which the U.S. said were unworkable. Talks ground to a halt. After the U.S. put forward a new version, Hamas said Wednesday it sent a new response to Egypt and Qatar. Hamas political official Bassem Naim said the group "responded with some ideas to bridge the gap" between the two sides, without elaborating. 

    


A U.S. official called the response constructive but said more work needed to be done. The official, who wasn't authorized to comment publicly, spoke on condition of anonymity.
For his part, Netanyahu has given conflicting stances -- he has said Israel is committed to the proposal outlined by Biden in a May 31 speech. But in a TV interview last month, he said he was only prepared to make a "partial deal," and would continue the war "after a pause." 
At its core, the U.S. proposal calls for a three-phase process. 
The first phase would bring a cease-fire, a pullback of Israeli forces from all densely populated areas of Gaza and the release of a number of hostages, including women, older people and the wounded, in exchange for the release of hundreds of Palestinian prisoners. After some hostages were released during a November cease-fire, militants still hold around 80 hostages and the remains of 40 others.
During the 42 days of phase one, the parties would negotiate the terms of phase two. 
The negotiations are meant to lead to a "sustainable calm" and the withdrawal of all Israeli troops from Gaza - with the release by Hamas of all remaining male hostages in return for an Israeli release of Palestinian prisoners. The third phase would see the return of the remains of hostages.
The transition from the first to the second phase has appeared to be the main sticking point. 
Hamas is concerned that Israel will restart the war after the first phase, perhaps after making unrealistic demands in the talks. Israeli officials have said they want the negotiations to lead to Hamas' removal from power in Gaza -- a provision not spelled out in the proposal. They have also pushed for a time limit on negotiations to keep pressure on Hamas and prevent it from drawing out talks and the initial cease-fire. 
___
Chehayeb reported from Beirut. Associated Press writers Abby Sewell in Beirut and Aamer Madhani in Washington contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Gaza at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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British voters pick a new government against a backdrop of economic malaise and deep pessimism

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    British voters will pick a new government, voting in a parliamentary election that is widely expected to bring the Labour Party to power against a gloomy backdrop of economic malaise, mounting distrust in institutions and a fraying social fabric.
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            1 of 20 | Labour Party leader Keir Starmer and wife Victoria arrive at a polling station to cast their vote in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. Voters in the U.K. are casting their ballots in a national election to choose the 650 lawmakers who will sit in Parliament for the next five years. Outgoing Prime Minister Rishi Sunak surprised his own party on May 22 when he called the election. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            2 of 20 | Britain's Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and his wife Akshata Murty leave a polling station after voting near Richmond, North Yorkshire, England, Thursday, July 4, 2024. Britain goes to the polls Thursday after Prime Minister Rishi Sunak called a general election. (AP Photo/Scott Heppell )
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 20
Labour Party leader Keir Starmer and wife Victoria arrive at a polling station to cast their vote in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. Voters in the U.K. are casting their ballots in a national election to choose the 650 lawmakers who will sit in Parliament for the next five years. Outgoing Prime Minister Rishi Sunak surprised his own party on May 22 when he called the election. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 20 | Britain's Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and his wife Akshata Murty walk from a polling station after voting near Richmond, North Yorkshire, England, Thursday, July 4, 2024. Britain goes to the polls Thursday after Prime Minister Rishi Sunak called a general election. (AP Photo/Scott Heppell )
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            6 of 20 | A voter arrives to cast his ballot at a 2024 General Election polling station in Whitley Bay Cemetery and Crematorium, in north east England, Thursday July 4, 2024. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 20
A voter arrives to cast his ballot at a 2024 General Election polling station in Whitley Bay Cemetery and Crematorium, in north east England, Thursday July 4, 2024. (Owen Humphreys/PA via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 20 | A dog waits outside Pollokshields Burgh Halls polling station during the 2024 General Election, in Glasgow, Scotland, Thursday July 4, 2024. (Andrew Milligan/PA via AP)
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            8 of 20 | A dog sits outside a polling station in Southfields in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 20
A dog sits outside a polling station in Southfields in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 20 | People walk into a temporary polling station at Wimbledon Village, London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. Voters in the U.K. are casting their ballots in a national election to choose the 650 lawmakers who will sit in Parliament for the next five years. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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            10 of 20 | People vote in a temporary polling station next to Norbiton railway station London Thursday, July 4, 2024. Britain goes to the polls Thursday after Prime Minister Rishi Sunak called a general election. (AP Photo/Kin Cheung)
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            11 of 20 | A man leaves a temporary polling station at Wimbledon Village, London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. Voters in the U.K. are casting their ballots in a national election to choose the 650 lawmakers who will sit in Parliament for the next five years. (AP Photo/Mark Baker)
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            12 of 20 | Voters queue at a polling station in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. Voters in the U.K. are casting their ballots in a national election to choose the 650 lawmakers who will sit in Parliament for the next five years. Outgoing Prime Minister Rishi Sunak surprised his own party on May 22 when he called the election. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            13 of 20 | Voters arrive at a polling station in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. Voters in the U.K. are casting their ballots in a national election to choose the 650 lawmakers who will sit in Parliament for the next five years. Outgoing Prime Minister Rishi Sunak surprised his own party on May 22 when he called the election, which could have taken place as late as January 2025. Polls opened at 7 a.m. and will close at 10 p.m. on Thursday night. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            14 of 20 | A woman walks past a polling station just before voting starts in a general election, in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. Britain goes to the polls Thursday after Prime Minister Rishi Sunak called a general election. (AP Photo/David Cliff)
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            15 of 20 | A woman takes out stickers to prepare a polling station early morning in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. Voters in the U.K. are casting their ballots in a national election to choose the 650 lawmakers who will sit in Parliament for the next five years. Outgoing Prime Minister Rishi Sunak surprised his own party on May 22 when he called the election, which could have taken place as late as January 2025. Polls opened at 7 a.m. and will close at 10 p.m. on Thursday night. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            16 of 20 | Scottish First Minister and SNP leader John Swinney, right, stands with local parliamentary candidate for Angus and Perthshire Glens, Dave Doogan, after casting his vote outside the 2024 General Election polling station at Burreltown Village Hall in Blairgowrie, Scotland, Thursday July 4, 2024. (Jane Barlow/PA via AP)
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            17 of 20 | DUP leader Gavin Robinson, left, gives the thumbs up after after casting his vote with his wife Lindsay in the 2024 General Election at Dundonald Elim Church in Belfast, Northern Ireland, Thursday July 4, 2024. (Liam McBurneyPA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 20
DUP leader Gavin Robinson, left, gives the thumbs up after after casting his vote with his wife Lindsay in the 2024 General Election at Dundonald Elim Church in Belfast, Northern Ireland, Thursday July 4, 2024. (Liam McBurneyPA via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            18 of 20 | A man cycles with his daughter after casting his vote at Whitley Bay cemetery where there is polling station inside, in Whitley Bay, England, Thursday, July 4, 2024. Britain goes to the polls Thursday after Prime Minister Rishi Sunak called a general election. (AP Photo/Scott Heppell)
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            19 of 20 | A woman leaves after casting her vote at a polling station in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. Voters in the U.K. are casting their ballots in a national election to choose the 650 lawmakers who will sit in Parliament for the next five years. Outgoing Prime Minister Rishi Sunak surprised his own party on May 22 when he called the election. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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A woman leaves after casting her vote at a polling station in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. Voters in the U.K. are casting their ballots in a national election to choose the 650 lawmakers who will sit in Parliament for the next five years. Outgoing Prime Minister Rishi Sunak surprised his own party on May 22 when he called the election. (AP Photo/Vadim Ghirda)
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            20 of 20 | Voters arrive to cast their votes at Whitley Bay cemetery where there is polling station inside, in Whitley Bay, England, Thursday, July 4, 2024. Britain goes to the polls Thursday after Prime Minister Rishi Sunak called a general election. (AP Photo/Scott Heppell)
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    UK General Election 2024
Follow the AP's live coverage of the election that looks set to be one of the most consequential since WWII.


    



LONDON (AP) -- British voters were picking a new government Thursday in a parliamentary election widely expected to bring the Labour Party to power against a gloomy backdrop of economic malaise, mounting distrust in institutions and a fraying social fabric.

A jaded electorate is delivering its verdict on Prime Minister Rishi Sunak's Conservative Party, which has been in power since 2010. Polls opened at 40,000 stations, including churches, a laundromat and a crematorium.

"Nothing has gone well in the last 14 years," said London voter James Erskine, who was optimistic for change. "I just see this as the potential for a seismic shift, and that's what I'm hoping for."

While Labour's steady and significant lead in the polls would appear to buck recent rightward electoral shifts in Europe, including in France and Italy, many of those same populist undercurrents flow in Britain. Reform UK leader Nigel Farage has roiled the race with his party's anti-migrant "take our country back" sentiment and undercut support for the Conservatives, who already faced dismal prospects.

Hundreds of communities were locked in tight contests in which traditional party loyalties come second to more immediate concerns about the economy, crumbling infrastructure and the National Health Service.

    
    Take a look back at historic UK elections that changed the political dial
This year's election looks set to be one of the most consequential since World War II. Read more on that here.

	1945: When war hero Winston Churchill was defeated by a big Labour win
	1964: When Labour ended 13 years of Conservative rule
	1979: When Margaret Thatcher became the first female prime minister
	1997: When Tony Blair won the first of his 3 elections



    





    



In Henley-on-Thames, about 40 miles (65 kilometers) west of London, voters like Patricia Mulcahy, who is retired, sensed the nation was looking for something different. The community, which normally votes Conservative, may change its stripes this time.

"The younger generation are far more interested in change,'' Mulcahy said. "So, I think whatever happens in Henley, in the country, there will be a big shift. But whoever gets in, they've got a heck of a job ahead of them. It's not going to be easy."

Britain has experienced a run of turbulent years -- some of it of the Conservatives' own making and some of it not -- that has left many voters pessimistic about their country's future. The U.K.'s exit from the European Union followed by the COVID-19 pandemic and Russia's invasion of Ukraine battered the economy, while lockdown-breaching parties held by then-Prime Minister Boris Johnson and his staff caused widespread anger.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Johnson's successor, Liz Truss, rocked the economy further with a package of drastic tax cuts and lasted just 49 days in office. Rising poverty and cuts to state services have led to gripes about "Broken Britain."

The first part of the day was sunny in much of the country -- favorable weather to get people to the polls.





    



In the first hour polls were open, Sunak made the short journey from his home to vote at Kirby Sigston Village Hall in his Richmond constituency in northern England. He arrived with his wife, Akshata Murty, and walked hand-in-hand into the village hall, which is surrounded by rolling fields.

The center-left Labour Party led by Keir Starmer has had a steady and significant lead in opinion polls for months, but its leaders have warned against taking the election result for granted, worried their supporters will stay home.

"Change. Today, you can vote for it," he wrote Thursday on the X social media platform. 

A couple of hours after posting that message, Starmer walked hand-in-hand with his wife, Victoria, into a polling place in the Kentish Town section of London to cast his vote. He left through a back door out of sight of a crowd of residents and journalists who had gathered. 

Labour has not set pulses racing with its pledges to get the sluggish economy growing, invest in infrastructure and make Britain a "clean energy superpower."

    



But nothing has really gone wrong in its campaign, either. The party has won the support of large chunks of the business community and endorsements from traditionally conservative newspapers, including the Rupert Murdoch-owned Sun tabloid, which praised Starmer for "dragging his party back to the center ground of British politics."

The Conservatives have acknowledged that Labour appears headed for victory.

In a message to voters on Wednesday, Sunak said that "if the polls are to be believed, the country could wake up tomorrow to a Labour supermajority ready to wield their unchecked power." He urged voters to back the Conservatives to limit Labour's power.

Former Labour candidate Douglas Beattie, author of the book "How Labour Wins (and Why it Loses)," said Starmer's "quiet stability probably chimes with the mood of the country right now."

The Conservatives, meanwhile, have been plagued by gaffes. The campaign got off to an inauspicious start when rain drenched Sunak as he made the announcement outside 10 Downing St. Then, Sunak went home early from commemorations in France marking the 80th anniversary of the D-Day invasion.

Several Conservatives close to Sunak are being investigated over suspicions they used inside information to place bets on the date of the election before it was announced.

Sunak has struggled to shake off the taint of political chaos and mismanagement that's gathered around the Conservatives.

But for many voters, the lack of trust applies not just to the governing party, but to politicians in general. Veteran rouser of the right, Nigel Farage, has leaped into that breach and grabbed attention with his anti-immigration rhetoric.

The centrist Liberal Democrats and environmentalist Green Party also want to sweep up disaffected voters.

"I don't know who's for me as a working person," said Michelle Bird, a port worker in Southampton on England's south coast who was undecided about whether to vote Labour or Conservative. "I don't know whether it's the devil you know or the devil you don't."

___

Follow AP's coverage of elections around the world: https://apnews.com/hub/global-elections/
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Americans shrug off searing heat to celebrate Fourth of July with parades, cookouts and fireworks

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A Fourth of July fireworks display was held on Wednesday night along Conesus Lake in western New York state.
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            1 of 14 | Patrick Bertoletti, center, reacts after winning the men's division in Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. Bertoletti ate 58 hot dogs. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            2 of 14 | American flags splay out in a display attached to the fender crest of a 1948 Pontiac Silver Streak station wagon owned by Leo and Angi Martinez during the Colorado 4th at Firestone parade to mark the Independence Day holiday Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Firestone, Colo. Floats, marching bands, classic cars and motorcycles were features in the annual parade through the Weld County community north of Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            3 of 14 | Eight-year-old Molly Perkins, third from left, joins fellow American Heritage Girls members in riding on a float during the Colorado 4th at Firestone parade to mark the Independence Day holiday Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Firestone, Colo. Floats, marching bands, classic cars and motorcycles were features in the annual parade through the Weld County community north of Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            4 of 14 | People play with glowsticks as they watch fireworks after the Omaha Storm Chasers AAA baseball game at Werner Park in Papillion, Nev., Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Chris Machian/Omaha World-Herald via AP)
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            5 of 14 | Vehicles move slowly in south-bound lanes, left, of Interstate Route 93, in Boston, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, as people make their way out of the city. Boston roadways saw traffic delays Wednesday in many areas the day before the July Fourth Independence Day holiday. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            6 of 14 | A fan watches a Fourth of July fireworks display after a baseball game between the Kansas City Royals and the Tampa Bay Rays Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. The Royals won 4-2. (AP Photo/Charlie Riedel)
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            7 of 14 | The Vermont Symphony Orchestra performs as fireworks filled the air during the "Symphony of Stars" as part of the 2024 Vermont Symphony Orchestra Summer Festival Tour in Grafton, Vt., on Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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            8 of 14 | Fireworks follow the Omaha Storm Chasers AAA baseball game at Werner Park in Papillion, Nev., Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Chris Machian/Omaha World-Herald via AP)
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            9 of 14 | Gabriella Willams, 5, waves an American Flag during the "Symphony of Stars" as part of the 2024 Vermont Symphony Orchestra Summer Festival Tour in Grafton, Vt., Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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            10 of 14 | People play with glowsticks as they watch fireworks after the Omaha Storm Chasers AAA baseball game at Werner Park in Papillion, Nev., Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Chris Machian/Omaha World-Herald via AP)
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            11 of 14 | The Vermont Symphony Orchestra performs as fireworks fill the air during the "Symphony of Stars" as part of the 2024 Vermont Symphony Orchestra Summer Festival Tour in Grafton, Vt., Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Kristopher Radder/The Brattleboro Reformer via AP)
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            12 of 14 | Community members take in the fireworks at Ellis Park in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Nick Rohlman/The Gazette via AP)
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            13 of 14 | A woman hands out patriotic pinwheels during the Colorado 4th at Firestone parade to mark the Independence Day holiday Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Firestone, Colo. Floats, marching bands, classic cars and motorcycles were features in the annual parade through the Weld County community north of Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            14 of 14 | A Tesla Cybertruck wrapped in patriotic motif rolls along in the Colorado 4th at Firestone parade to mark the Independence Day holiday Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Firestone, Colo. Floats, marching bands, classic cars and motorcycles were features in the annual parade through the Weld County community north of Denver. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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                                        The burgers aren't the only things sizzling this Fourth of July: Millions of people are under heat warnings as large numbers of Americans traveled to toast their nation's birth with parades, cookouts and fiery splashes of colors against the evening sky. 
Travel records are projected to fall with people already jamming airports and crowding highways ahead of the Fourth of July to get to their destinations. Across the West, meanwhile, residents were dealing with stifling heat as the National Weather Service warned of a "significant and extremely dangerous" heat wave across much of the region.
Fireworks -- a staple for the holiday -- were expected to reach an all-time high with an untold number of backyard displays in addition to 16,000 professional shows lighting up the horizon from sea to shining sea.
"This is how we celebrate. It's the bombs bursting in air. It's the rockets' red glare. That's how people show their pride and patriotism," said Julie Heckman of the American Pyrotechnics Association.

    


All signs pointed to big celebrations: The Transportation Security Administration reported that a record-breaking nearly 3 million people traveled through airports in a single day last week, and that figure is expected to be broken this week. And AAA projected that 60.6 million people will travel by car during the holiday period. Part of the boost was attributed to easing inflation, though many Americans remain concerned about the economy.




On the much of the West Coast, residents were advised to take precautions to avoid overheating on the holiday. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Temperatures were expected to top 100 degrees (38 degrees Celsius) across both coastal and inland areas of California, with heat spreading into the Pacific Northwest. Some spots in the desert Southwest were expecting temperatures topping 120 degrees (49 degrees Celsius). Hot, muggy conditions also permeated the Deep South and Middle Atlantic.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Americans to celebrate Fourth of July with parades, cookouts -- and lots of fireworks
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Rita Foley reports that millions of Americans are traveling for the July Fourth holiday.

    


    


The Northern California city of Oroville's annual fireworks were canceled as an estimated 26,000 residents remained displaced by the growing Thompson Fire, while hundreds of firefighters toiled under extreme heat to keep flames from reaching more homes. 
In suburban Chicago, Highland Park was resuming its annual Independence Day Parade on the second anniversary of a mass shooting that took seven lives and injured dozens at the 2022 event. Residents gathered at a middle school for a remembrance ceremony Thursday before the holiday march, which followed a different route than in the past.
"July Fourth is always going to be a day of mixed emotion," Mayor Nancy Rotering said. "We come forth today hoping we as a community can remember and honor the lives lost."
The holiday celebrating the Declaration of Independence, which established a new country free from British rule, is traditionally marked by barbecue, cold drinks and the Stars and Stripes on flagpoles and on clothing, in addition to parades. But Americans were also celebrating in other ways unique to their communities. 
Off the rocky coast in Down East, Maine, some planned to enjoy lobster boat races. Descendants of the signers of the Declaration of Independence were ringing the Liberty Bell 13 times -- once for each of the original colonies -- in Philadelphia. The California communities of Bolinas and Stinson Beach, north of San Francisco, were engaging in their annual tug-of-war contest in which losers end up in a lagoon.

    


And, of course, there's the annual hot dog eating contest on New York's Coney Island.
In Alaska, the city of Seward got a head start with a fireworks display at midnight, as thousands of people gathered on a rocky beach to watch during the brief window where the sky dims in the land of the midnight sun. The shells burst over Resurrection Bay as people watched in silence. "It was absolutely magical," said resident Iris Woolfolk.
The July Fourth holiday generally unites Americans in their shared love of country, but the 2024 version comes against a backdrop of deep political polarization and a divisive presidential race.

    


In Boston, where tens of thousands were expected to enjoy the Boston Pops Fireworks Spectacular, conductor Keith Lockhart said it's inspiring to see people of different political stripes gather on Charles River Esplanade. But he noted that "one would have to have one's head pretty deeply stuck in the sand to not notice the deep divisions in our country." 
"It is, indeed, a dangerous time," he wrote in an email before the show. "If, even for one day, we can set aside our differences and embrace our commonalities, this has to be a positive thing."
---
Associated Press writer John O'Connor in Springfield, Illinois, contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/july-fourth-travel-fireworks-602108ca0e195ca52479d37cc1c04b9c



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Millions swelter under dangerous Fourth of July heat wave

    Millions swelter under dangerous Fourth of July heat wave

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | A homeless man named Angel drinks a soda to keep cool during a heat wave in San Francisco on Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Gabrielle Lurie/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)
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            2 of 7 | Lilou Guerra, 16, of France is dressed for sunny weather during a heat wave while she takes in the view of San Francisco, while visiting Twin Peaks with her parents on Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Lea Suzuki/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)
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            3 of 7 | An air tanker drops retardant while battling the Thompson Fire in Oroville, Calif., Tuesday, July 2, 2024. An extended heat wave blanketing Northern California has resulted in red flag fire warnings and power shutoffs. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            4 of 7 | An air tanker drops retardant while trying to stop the Thompson Fire from spreading in Oroville, Calif., Wednesday, July 3, 2024. An extended heatwave blanketing Northern California has resulted in red flag fire warnings and power shutoffs. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            5 of 7 | Water flows down the Oroville Dam spillway behind vegetation scorched in the Thompson Fire, in Oroville, Calif., Wednesday, July 3, 2024. An extended heatwave blanketing Northern California has resulted in red flag fire warnings and power shutoffs. (AP Photo/Noah Berger)
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            6 of 7 | A man cools off by the river in Sacramento, Calif., Tuesday, July 2, 2024. Swaths of California sweltered Tuesday, and things were only expected to get worse during the Fourth of July holiday week for parts of the United States with nearly 90 million people under heat alerts. (AP Photo/Terry Chea)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 7 | A temperature of 108 degrees is displayed on a bank sign in Sacramento, Calif., Wednesday, July 3, 2024. A heat wave with triple digit temperatures is expected in California's Central Valley for the next several days. (AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Millions swelter under dangerous Fourth of July heat wave

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 7 | A homeless man named Angel drinks a soda to keep cool during a heat wave in San Francisco on Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Gabrielle Lurie/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 7
A homeless man named Angel drinks a soda to keep cool during a heat wave in San Francisco on Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Gabrielle Lurie/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 7 | Lilou Guerra, 16, of France is dressed for sunny weather during a heat wave while she takes in the view of San Francisco, while visiting Twin Peaks with her parents on Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Lea Suzuki/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 7
Lilou Guerra, 16, of France is dressed for sunny weather during a heat wave while she takes in the view of San Francisco, while visiting Twin Peaks with her parents on Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Lea Suzuki/San Francisco Chronicle via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]
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            7 of 7 | A temperature of 108 degrees is displayed on a bank sign in Sacramento, Calif., Wednesday, July 3, 2024. A heat wave with triple digit temperatures is expected in California's Central Valley for the next several days. (AP Photo/Rich Pedroncelli)
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                                        Around 134 million people in the U.S. are under alerts as an "extremely dangerous and record-breaking" heat wave broils much of the country, according to the National Weather Service. 
Regions that may see temperatures above 90 degrees Fahrenheit (32 degrees Celsius) or much higher into the triple digits (well above 37 degrees Celsius) include nearly all of the West Coast, the southern Plains, most of the lower Mississippi Valley into the Ohio Valley and parts of Florida, said Bob Oravec, a lead forecaster with the National Weather Service. 
The Pacific Northwest will see the mercury rising later in the weekend. Arizona will continue to sizzle as firefighters battle a wildfire near Phoenix, where some contend with burns from blazing hot asphalt, concrete or other surfaces. And more humid regions will see a muggy weekend. 
"If it's both humid and hot, you can't really rely on sweat to cool you down to a safe level," said Daniel Swain, a climate scientist with the University of California, Los Angeles.

    


It's a dangerous weather pattern hitting as fires burn in northern California, and just in time for a holiday weekend. When people are celebrating, "it's very easy to get sidetracked," staying out for longer and forgetting to stay hydrated, said Chris Stachelski, a meteorologist with the National Weather Service. "And then all of a sudden you're putting yourself more at risk."




Human-caused climate change is making heat waves longer and more intense. More research will be needed to link an individual event like this one directly to climate change, but given the overall trajectory, Swain wasn't surprised by the forecast this weekend. Even so, "the pace of record breaking heat extremes and precipitation extremes is becoming a little bit overwhelming," he said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

This heat wave's expected duration, breadth and high overnight temperatures compound the risks to people's health. "I think this heat wave may end up being more consequential, more dangerous, and more record breaking in many cases than the heat waves that produce those slightly higher temperatures," Swain said. 

    


Stachelski added that even after the highest temperatures have passed, heat can still be dangerous, especially to the most vulnerable -- the young, old and those without access to air conditioning. 
Experts urge people to drink plenty of water and find air conditioning. Big Sur State Parks used Sabrina Carpenter lyrics to urge hikers to "please, please, please" avoid caffeine and alcohol, wear sun protection and know trails ahead of time.
The extended high temperatures that cook the West Coast will also dry out vegetation and set the stage to make the remaining months of the fire season more severe, Swain said.
"Heat is an underrated killer," Swain said, referring both in the short term to heat waves like this one and to the broader trends of global warming. "It's one we've long underestimated. And I think we continue to do so at our peril."
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Hurricane Beryl churns toward Mexico after leaving destruction in Jamaica and eastern Caribbean

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Fishermen in Barbados on Wednesday were assessing the damage caused to their vessels after Hurricane Beryl swept through the southeast Caribbean. (AP video/Ricardo Mazalan)
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            Fishermen in Barbados assess the damage to their boats from Hurricane Beryl
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        Fishermen in Barbados assess the damage to their boats from Hurricane Beryl
Fishermen in Barbados on Wednesday were assessing the damage caused to their vessels after Hurricane Beryl swept through the southeast Caribbean. (AP video/Ricardo Mazalan)
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            The destructive impact of Hurricane Beryl in photos

        
        
            Hurricane Beryl strengthened to Category 5 status late Monday after it ripped doors, windows and roofs off homes across the southeastern Caribbean with devastating winds and storm surge fueled by the Atlantic's record warmth.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        The destructive impact of Hurricane Beryl in photos
Hurricane Beryl strengthened to Category 5 status late Monday after it ripped doors, windows and roofs off homes across the southeastern Caribbean with devastating winds and storm surge fueled by the Atlantic's record warmth.
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            Wind and rain pick up in Jamaica as Beryl leaves swathe of damage in southeast Caribbean

        
        
            Hurricane Beryl was roaring by Jamaica, bringing fierce winds and heavy rain after the powerful Category 4 storm earlier killed at least six people and caused significant damage in the southeast Caribbean. (AP video shot by Henly Trail)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Wind and rain pick up in Jamaica as Beryl leaves swathe of damage in southeast Caribbean
Hurricane Beryl was roaring by Jamaica, bringing fierce winds and heavy rain after the powerful Category 4 storm earlier killed at least six people and caused significant damage in the southeast Caribbean. (AP video shot by Henly Trail)
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            1 of 16 | People lounge on the beach as the sun sets ahead of Hurricane Beryl's expected arrival, in Playa del Carmen, Mexico, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            2 of 16 | Furniture store employees board up windows for protection ahead of Hurricane Beryl's expected arrival, in Playa del Carmen, Mexico, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            3 of 16 | Furniture store employees board up windows for protection ahead of Hurricane Beryl's expected arrival, in Playa del Carmen, Mexico, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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Furniture store employees board up windows for protection ahead of Hurricane Beryl's expected arrival, in Playa del Carmen, Mexico, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            4 of 16 | Tourists swim in the ocean ahead of Hurricane Beryl's expected arrival in Cancun, Mexico, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            5 of 16 | This GOES-East GeoColor satellite image taken at 1:20 p.m. EDT, and provided by NOAA, shows Hurricane Beryl moving towards Jamaica, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (NOAA via AP)
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            6 of 16 | This image provided by NASA shows Hurricane Beryl from the International Space Station on Sunday, July 1, 2024. Beryl was roaring toward Jamaica on Wednesday, July 3, with islanders scrambling to make preparations after the powerful Category 4 storm earlier killed at least six people and caused significant damage in the southeast Caribbean. (NASA via AP)
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This image provided by NASA shows Hurricane Beryl from the International Space Station on Sunday, July 1, 2024. Beryl was roaring toward Jamaica on Wednesday, July 3, with islanders scrambling to make preparations after the powerful Category 4 storm earlier killed at least six people and caused significant damage in the southeast Caribbean. (NASA via AP)
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            7 of 16 | Evacuees from Union Island arrive in Kingstown, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. The island, in the Grenadines archipelago, was hit by Hurricane Beryl. (AP Photo/Lucanus Ollivierre)
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            8 of 16 | Members of the Red Cross transport a Union Island evacuee on a stretcher as she arrives in Kingstown, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. The island, in the Grenadines archipelago, was hit by Hurricane Beryl. (AP Photo/Lucanus Ollivierre)
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            9 of 16 | Evacuees from Union Island arrive in Kingstown, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. The island, in the Grenadines archipelago, was hit by Hurricane Beryl. (AP Photo/Lucanus Ollivierre).
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            10 of 16 | Members of the Red Cross transport a Union Island evacuee on a stretcher as she arrives in Kingstown, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. The island, in the Grenadines archipelago, was hit by Hurricane Beryl. (AP Photo/Lucanus Ollivierre)
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            11 of 16 | A man fishes in the sea ahead of Hurricane Beryl's expected arrival, in Playa del Carmen, Mexico, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            12 of 16 | Workers remove an advertisement from a billboard for protection ahead of Hurricane Beryl's expected arrival, in Playa del Carmen, Mexico, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            14 of 16 | Tourists lounge on the beach ahead of Hurricane Beryl's expected arrival in Cancun, Mexico, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 16 | A Mexican soldier stands guard on a beach ahead of Hurricane Beryl's expected arrival, in Cancun, Mexico, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            16 of 16 | Workers chops a tree uprooted by Hurricane Beryl in St. James, Barbados, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ricardo Mazalan)
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                                        TULUM, Mexico (AP) -- Hurricane Beryl ripped off roofs in Jamaica, jumbled fishing boats in Barbados and damaged or destroyed 95% of homes on a pair of islands in St. Vincent and the Grenadines before rumbling past the Cayman Islands early Thursday and taking aim at Mexico's Caribbean coast. At least nine people were killed.
What had been the earliest storm to develop into a Category 5 hurricane in the Atlantic,  weakened to a Category 3 by early Thursday but remained a major hurricane. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Beryl's eye wall brushed by Jamaica's southern coast Wednesday afternoon. Prime Minister Andrew Holness said Jamaica had not seen the "worst of what could possibly happen."
On Thursday morning in Kingston, telephone poles and trees were blocking the roadways.
Authorities confirmed a young man died on Wednesday after he was swept into a storm water drain while trying to retrieve a ball. A woman also died after a house collapsed on her.

    


Residents took advantage of a break in the rain to begin clearing debris.
Sixty-five percent of the island remained without electricity, along with a lack of water and limited telecommunications. Government officials were assessing the damage, but it was hampered by the lack of communication mainly in southern parishes that suffered the most damage.
A visit to the south-central parish of Clarendon saw residents attempting to mend damaged roofs and clear downed trees. Many roadways in the area remained partially blocked from downed electricity and telecommunication poles.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Seymour, armed with a machete as he and other residents attempted to clear debris, was grateful that the lives of him and his neighbors were spared.
"I am just grateful for life although Beryl destroyed a lot of roofs and we don't have any water or light (electricity)," he said, declining to give his last name.

    
        
    
The National Hurricane Center in Miami said that "Weakening is forecast during the next day or two, though Beryl is forecast to remain a hurricane until it makes landfall on the Yucatan Peninsula." 

    


Mexico's popular Caribbean coast prepared shelters, evacuated some small outlying coastal communities and even moved sea turtle eggs off beaches threatened by storm surge, but in nightlife hotspots like Playa del Carmen and Tulum tourists still took one more night on the town.
In Playa del Carmen, most businesses were closed on Thursday and some were boarding up windows as tourists were jogging and some locals walked their dogs under sunny skies. In Tulum, Mexico's Navy patrolled the streets telling tourists in Spanish and English to prepare for the storm's arrival. Everything was scheduled to shut down by midday.
Myriam Setra, a 34-year-old tourist from Dallas, Texas was having a sandwich on the beach Thursday. Her flight home was scheduled for Friday, but Beryl had not persuaded her to leave early.
"I figured I'd rather be stuck in Mexico for an extra day, than go back two days early to the United States," Setra said. "So, went out and bought a bunch of groceries. Figured we'd get the last of the sun in today, too. And then it's just going to be hunker down and just stay indoors until hopefully it passes."

    


The storm's center was about 95 miles (150 kilometers) west-southwest of Grand Cayman island and 330 miles (530 kilometers) east-southeast of Tulum. It had maximum sustained winds of 115 mph (185 kph) and was moving west-northwest at 18 mph (about 30 kph). 
The premier of the Cayman Islands, Juliana O'Connor, thanked residents and visitors Thursday for contributing to the "collective calm" ahead of Beryl by following storm protocols.
"We have done everything possible that we could have done to face the various challenges ahead of us," she said in a press briefing.
The head of Mexico's civil defense agency, Laura Velazquez, said Thursday that Beryl is expected to be a Category 1 hurricane when it hits a relatively unpopulated stretch of Mexico's Caribbean coast south of Tulum early Friday. 
But once Beryl re-emerges into the Gulf of Mexico a day later, she said it is again expected to build to hurricane strength and could hit right around the Mexico-U.S. border, at Matamoros. That area was already soaked in June by Tropical Storm Alberto. 

    


Velazquez said temporary storm shelters were being set up at schools and hotels in case they are needed. She efforts to evacuate a few highly exposed villages -- like Punta Allen, which sits on a narrow spit of land south of Tulum -- had been only partially successful.
The storm had already shown its destructive potential across a long swath of the southeastern Caribbean.
The worst perhaps came earlier in Beryl's trajectory when it smacked two small islands of the Lesser Antilles.
Michelle Forbes, the St. Vincent and Grenadines director of the National Emergency Management Organization, said that about 95% of homes in Mayreau and Union Island have been damaged by Hurricane Beryl.

    


Three people were reported killed in Grenada and Carriacou and another in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, officials said. Three other deaths were reported in northern Venezuela, where four people were missing, officials said. 
One fatality in Grenada occurred after a tree fell on a house, Kerryne James, the environment minister, told The Associated Press. 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves has promised to rebuild the archipelago.
___
Myers and Associated Press writer Renloy Trail reported from Kingston, Jamaica. Associated Press writers Mark Stevenson and Maria Verza in Mexico City, Coral Murphy Marcos in San Juan, Puerto Rico and Lucanus Ollivierre in Kingstown, St. Vincent and Grenadines contributed to this report. 
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Indian mother delivers baby on boat as her river island is inundated by floodwaters
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                    25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon, who is at full-term pregnancy, reacts in pain with onset of labour as she travels on a boat on her way to a health centre, over the River Brahmaputra. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            1 of 19 | 25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon, who is at full-term pregnancy, sits holding her daughter in Sandoh Khaiti Char, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            2 of 19 | Health officers perform a blood test on 25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon, who is at full-term pregnancy, in Sandoh Khaiti Char, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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Health officers perform a blood test on 25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon, who is at full-term pregnancy, in Sandoh Khaiti Char, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            3 of 19 | A medical officer checks the eyes of 25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon, who is at full-term pregnancy, in Sandoh Khaiti Char, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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A medical officer checks the eyes of 25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon, who is at full-term pregnancy, in Sandoh Khaiti Char, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            4 of 19 | 25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon, who is at full-term pregnancy, boards a boat on her way to a health centre, in Sandoh Khaiti Char, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            5 of 19 | 25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon, who is at full-term pregnancy, travels on a boat on her way to a health centre, in Sandoh Khaiti Char, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            6 of 19 | 25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon, who is at full-term pregnancy, travels on a boat on her way to a health centre, in Sandoh Khaiti Char, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon, who is at full-term pregnancy, travels on a boat on her way to a health centre, in Sandoh Khaiti Char, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            7 of 19 | 25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon, who is at full-term pregnancy, reacts in pain with onset of labour as she travels on a boat on her way to a health centre, over the River Brahmaputra, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 19
25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon, who is at full-term pregnancy, reacts in pain with onset of labour as she travels on a boat on her way to a health centre, over the River Brahmaputra, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 19 | 25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon, who is at full-term pregnancy, lies in pain with onset of labour as health officers hold a tarpaulin to give her cover, over the River Brahmaputra, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon, who is at full-term pregnancy, lies in pain with onset of labour as health officers hold a tarpaulin to give her cover, over the River Brahmaputra, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            9 of 19 | Kamaluddin with his 5-year-old son Azrahul Islam, watch as health officers aid his wife Jahanara Khatoon in delivering a baby over the River Brahmaputra, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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Kamaluddin with his 5-year-old son Azrahul Islam, watch as health officers aid his wife Jahanara Khatoon in delivering a baby over the River Brahmaputra, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            10 of 19 | Health officers hold up a tarpaulin to cover 25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon as she delivers a baby on a boat over the River Brahmaputra, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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Health officers hold up a tarpaulin to cover 25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon as she delivers a baby on a boat over the River Brahmaputra, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            11 of 19 | Diluwara Begum, a midwife, helps 25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon deliver a child over the River Brahmaputra, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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Diluwara Begum, a midwife, helps 25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon deliver a child over the River Brahmaputra, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            12 of 19 | A member of a medical team holds up the hand of Kamaluddin as they celebrate the successful delivery of his newborn baby girl on a boat on her way to a health centre, over the River Brahmaputra, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            13 of 19 | Diluwara Begum, a midwife, holds up a newborn baby after helping in her delivery on a boat over the River Brahmaputra, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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Diluwara Begum, a midwife, holds up a newborn baby after helping in her delivery on a boat over the River Brahmaputra, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            14 of 19 | Kamaluddin speaks on the phone, with his son Azrahul Islam, right, and daughter Arohi Jannat by his side, after his wife Jahanara Khatoon delivered a baby on the boat, over the River Brahmaputra, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            15 of 19 | Diluwara Begum, a midwife, whispers prayers into the ear of a newborn baby she helped deliver on a boat over the River Brahmaputra, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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Diluwara Begum, a midwife, whispers prayers into the ear of a newborn baby she helped deliver on a boat over the River Brahmaputra, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            16 of 19 | 25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon nurses her newborn daughter, born on the boat over the river Brahmaputra, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    16 of 19
25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon nurses her newborn daughter, born on the boat over the river Brahmaputra, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            17 of 19 | 25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon leaves a boat with her newborn baby, on their way to a health centre, in Morigaon district, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon leaves a boat with her newborn baby, on their way to a health centre, in Morigaon district, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            18 of 19 | 25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon nurses her newborn daughter, born on a boat over the river Brahmaputra, as the family sits inside an ambulance on the way to a healthcare centre in Morigaon district, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon nurses her newborn daughter, born on a boat over the river Brahmaputra, as the family sits inside an ambulance on the way to a healthcare centre in Morigaon district, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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            19 of 19 | 25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon nurses her newborn daughter as the family sits inside an ambulance on the way to a healthcare centre in Morigaon district, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    19 of 19
25-year-old Jahanara Khatoon nurses her newborn daughter as the family sits inside an ambulance on the way to a healthcare centre in Morigaon district, in the northeastern Indian state of Assam, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Anupam Nath)
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                                        MORIGAON, India (AP) -- A blue tarp covered a mother and her newborn daughter from the incessant rain on their boat journey. Jahanara Khatoon, 25, had just given birth on the boat on their way to a healthcare center, surrounded by the raging floodwaters of the Brahmaputra River.

"I am very happy," said her husband, Kamaluddin, who was also on the boat. "My wife wanted a boy, but Allah has given me a girl and I'm very satisfied. I don't want to have any more children."

The couple had left their home on Phuliamari Char, one of the islands in the river, after it was inundated by floodwaters, taking shelter on a nearby island known as Chars. 

Increased rainfall in the region blamed on climate change has made the Brahmaputra River -- already known for its powerful, unpredictable flow -- even more dangerous for those who live near it or on the more than 2,000 islands in it. 

    



India, and Assam state in particular, is seen as one of the world's most vulnerable regions to climate change because of increasingly intense rain and floods, according to a 2021 report by the Council on Energy, Environment and Water, a New Delhi-based climate think tank.

Khatoon and Kamaluddin earn their living as farmers on their island in Assam state's Morigaon district.

A medical team was visiting flooded Chars to aid those who needed medical help, especially pregnant women. The team convinced Khatoon to travel with them to the nearest medical facility across the river.



    
        
            
                
    
    


     
    
        
    



            

        

    


The baby couldn't wait for Khatoon to get to the healthcare center. As her labor progressed, the team on the boat quickly got to work, holding up a tarp to protect from the rain as they helped with the delivery.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


    



Within 10 minutes the baby emerged to shouts of celebration.

Diluwara Begum, an auxiliary nurse and midwife, lifted the newborn and whispered prayers into her ears.

"This was my first time helping deliver a baby on a boat. It was a very different feeling. It feels good." she said.

The family has named the baby Karima, which means "Giving."





                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/india-floods-river-birth-boat-bb281029d775694bedc79ad08254431e
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US citizen Woodland convicted of drug-related charges by Moscow court. He's sentenced to 12.5 years
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            1 of 4 | Robert Woodland, right, a Russia-born U.S. citizen, stands in a glass cage as he talks with his lawyer Stanislav Kshevitsky prior to a court hearing, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Moscow, Russia. Woodland was convicted of drug-related charges and sentenced to 12 and a 1/2 years in prison on Thursday. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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            2 of 4 | Robert Woodland, right, a Russia-born U.S. citizen, is escorted to the courtroom for a hearing, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Moscow, Russia. Woodland was convicted of drug-related charges and sentenced to 12 and a 1/2 years in prison on Thursday. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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            3 of 4 | Robert Woodland, a Russia-born U.S. citizen, stands in a glass cage during a court hearing, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Moscow, Russia. Woodland was convicted of drug-related charges and sentenced to 12 and a 1/2 years in prison on Thursday. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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            4 of 4 | Robert Woodland, a Russia-born U.S. citizen, stands in a glass cage during a court hearing, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Moscow, Russia. Woodland was convicted of drug-related charges and sentenced to 12 and a 1/2 years in prison on Thursday. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko)
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                                        MOSCOW (AP) -- Robert Woodland, a Russia-born U.S. citizen, was convicted of drug-related charges by a Moscow court and sentenced to 12 1/2 years in prison on Thursday, court officials and his lawyers said. 
He was found guilty of attempted trafficking of large amounts of illegal drugs as part of an organized group, according to an online statement released by court officials, and sentenced to 12 1/2 years in a maxim security penal colony. His lawyers told reporters after the verdict was delivered Thursday that they will appeal the ruling because Woodland's guilt hasn't been proven. 
Lawyer Stanislav Kshevitsky also said that Woodland has been suffering from unspecified mental health issues. He didn't provide any details, but said that the court didn't take those issues into account. 
Russian media reported that his name matches a U.S. citizen interviewed in 2020 who said he was born in the Perm region in 1991 and adopted by an American couple at age 2.

    


He said he traveled to Russia to find his mother and eventually met her on a TV show before deciding to move to Russia. Russian news agency Interfax has cited court officials as saying that Woodland also holds Russian citizenship. 




Arrests of Americans in Russia have become increasingly common as relations between Moscow and Washington sink to Cold War lows. Washington accuses Moscow of targeting its citizens and using them as political bargaining chips, but Russian officials insist they all broke the law.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Some have been exchanged for Russians held in the U.S., while for others, the prospects of being released in a swap are less clear.
Woodland was arrested in January. At the time, the U.S. State Department said it was aware of reports of the recent detention of a U.S. citizen and noted that it "has no greater priority than the safety and security of U.S. citizens overseas," but refrained from further comment, citing privacy considerations. The U.S. Embassy in Moscow issued a similar statement at the time.
There was no immediate comment from U.S. officials on the verdict. 
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            1 of 6 | A view of the Paris La Defense Arena, Wednesday, June 12, 2024 in Nanterre, outside Paris. The Paris La Defense Arena will host the swimming and some water polo events during the Paris 2024 Olympic Games. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            2 of 6 | FILE - Bronze medalist Wang Shun celebrates on the podium during the victory ceremony for the men's 400m individual medley swimming at the 19th Asian Games in Hangzhou, China, on Sept. 26, 2023. (AP Photo/Lee Jin-man, File)
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            4 of 6 | Michael Phelps, former Olympic athlete, left, Travis Tygart, Chief Executive Officer of the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency, center, and Allison Schmitt, former Olympic athlete, are sworn in during a House Committee on Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations hearing examining Anti-Doping Measures in Advance of the 2024 Olympics, on Capitol Hill, Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Rod Lamkey, Jr.)
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            5 of 6 | A view of the olympic swimming pool, Wednesday, June 12, 2024 at the Paris La Defense Arena, in Nanterre, outside Paris. The Paris La Defense Arena will host the swimming and some water polo events during the Paris 2024 Olympic Games. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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            6 of 6 | FILE - Zhang Yufei of China poses with her gold medal after winning the women's 200-meter butterfly final at the 2020 Summer Olympics, on July 29, 2021, in Tokyo, Japan. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- The international swimming federation says its top administrator has been ordered to testify as a witness in a U.S. criminal investigation into the case of 23 Chinese swimmers who failed doping tests in 2021 yet were allowed to continue competing.
The news comes just three weeks before the Paris Olympics, where 11 of the Chinese swimmers who tested positive for the banned heart medication three years ago are set to compete.
The swimmers won three gold medals for China at the 2021 Tokyo Olympics, just weeks after the World Anti-Doping Agency declined to challenge Chinese authorities' explanation of food contamination at a hotel to justify not suspending them.
Those decisions, which World Aquatics separately reached also, were not revealed until reporting in April by the New York Times and German broadcaster ARD.
A House Committee on China asked the Justice Department and the FBI on May 21 to investigate the case under a federal law that allows probes into suspected doping conspiracies even if they occurred outside the U.S.

    


World Aquatics confirmed to The Associated Press on Thursday that executive director Brent Nowicki was subpoenaed to testify in the investigation.




"World Aquatics can confirm that its executive director, Brent Nowicki, was served with a witness subpoena by the United States government," the federation said in a statement to AP. "He is working to schedule a meeting with the government, which, in all likelihood will obviate the need for testimony before a Grand Jury."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

World Aquatics declined to answer questions about where and when Nowicki was served his subpoena and didn't say which office was handling the investigation. 
"Per our standard practice, the FBI does not confirm nor deny the existence of an investigation," the bureau said Thursday in an email reply. 
The Chinese swimmers case could become the highest-profile use so far of a U.S. federal law passed in 2020 in fallout from the long-running scandal of Russian state-backed doping in sports.

    


The 23 swimmers tested positive for trimetazidine in January 2021 and those were filed weeks later in the global anti-doping database. They included Zhang Yufei, who went on take Olympic gold in the women's 200-meter butterfly and 4x200 freestyle relay, and Wang Shun, the men's 200 medley champion.
A later investigation by Chinese state authorities said traces of the substance were found in the kitchen of a hotel where the team stayed. No explanation has been given about how and why the drug prescribed in pill form got there.
WADA accepted the theory which allowed the Chinese swimmers to continue to compete, and has since described it as "a relatively straightforward case of mass contamination."
The agency has since defended its handling of the case that was kept secret in 2021, saying it had no way to independently disprove the theory during the COVID-19 pandemic when travel to China was not possible.
Lawyers for WADA said in April this year they did not have evidence to win separate appeals against the 23 swimmers before the Tokyo Olympics. Any appeals seeking suspensions for the swimmers would have been heard at the Court of Arbitration for Sport, where Nowicki was a long-time senior counsel before joining World Aquatics in 2021.

    


"This scandal raises serious legal, ethical, and competitive concerns and may constitute a broader state-sponsored strategy by the People's Republic of China to unfairly compete at the Olympic Games in ways Russia has previously done," the Select Committee on the Chinese Communist Party said in the letter to the Justice Department and FBI.
The case was also raised at a congressional hearing last month in which swimming great Michael Phelps said athletes have lost faith in WADA as the global watchdog trying to keep cheaters out of sports.
Officials from the Montreal-based agency declined an invitation to come to the hearing, saying it would be "inappropriate to be pulled into a political debate before a U.S. congressional committee regarding a case from a different country, especially while an independent review into WADA's handling of the case is ongoing."

    


That review report is pending from a WADA-appointed former public prosecutor in the Swiss canton of Vaud that is home to the International Olympic Committee and governing bodies of many Olympic sports.
U.S. Anti-Doping Agency chief executive Travis Tygart suggested to The Associated Press an ongoing federal investigation could make sport officials traveling to the U.S. "fearful that they may have to answer questions about their activities from the FBI."
The U.S. will host the 2028 Summer Games in Los Angeles, and in Paris on July 24 the IOC should confirm Salt Lake City as host for the 2034 Winter Games.
The Rodchenkov Anti-Doping Act, named for a whistleblower who exposed Russian state-backed doping, passed with bipartisan backing. It received broad support from the global sports world for its aims to criminalize doping.

    


However, WADA lobbied against what it saw as a risk of overreach from the "extraterritorial" jurisdiction it could give to U.S. federal agencies, and the IOC also voiced concerns.
The Rodchenkov Act, Tygart said, "was enacted in 2021 with broad athlete, sport and multinational governmental support because WADA could not be trusted to be a strong, fair global watchdog to protect clean athletes and fair sport."
___ Pells reported from Denver, Colorado.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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With Taylor Swift heading to Germany, one city has taken her name -- at least for a few weeks
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                    Schoolgirl Aleshanee Westhoff shows a "Swiftkirchen" town sign in honor of musician Taylor Swift in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. The Swifties are about to take over the German city of Gelsenkirchen, where American superstar Taylor Swift is set to give three concerts of her Eras Tour later this month. In honor of the singer, the city renamed itself "Swiftkirchen" -- at least temporarily to welcome the tens of thousands of fans who are expected to come for the Eras Tour shows on July 17, 18 and 19, German news agency dpa reported. (Bernd Thissen/dpa via AP)
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- The Swifties are about to take over the German city formerly known as Gelsenkirchen, where American superstar Taylor Swift is set to give three Eras Tour concerts later this month.
In honor of the singer, the city has renamed itself "Swiftkirchen" -- at least temporarily -- to welcome the tens of thousands of fans who are expected to come for her shows on July 17, 18 and 19, German news agency dpa reported.
A yellow city sign with the new name -- which translates roughtly to "Swift's Church" -- was unveiled Tuesday by Swift fan Aleshanee Westhoff, who suggested the name to the city's mayor and started a petition a few weeks ago. Mayor Karin Welge thanked the teenager for her "great idea" in a letter accepting the proposal.
The Swiftie sign has been emblazoned with a pink portrait of the pop icon and is located in the city center. Several more signs "at highly frequented locations in Gelsenkirchen" will be put up in the coming days, city spokesman Markus Schwardtmann told dpa.

    


One of the poorest cities in Germany, Gelsenkirchen is a former coal mining town that's never recovered from the decline of its main industry. The Ruhr city is known for its soccer team, and a massive stadium that occasionally attracts international entertainers like Swift.




And there's more to come in Germany's Swiftie town.
The U.S. singer will also receive her own stone on the Gelsenkirchen Walk of Fame, alongside local notables like soccer coach Rudi Assauer and writer Ilse Kibgis, and during her concerts, the city will host open-air parties with karaoke performances. A "Taylor Swift streetcar" is already up and running, dpa reported. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Further fan attractions are being planned but kept secret for the time being. "There will be lots of big and small surprises so that the Swifties have plenty to discover in Gelsenkirchen," Schwardtmann said.
Swift's concerts in Gelsenkirchen are sold out and will take place at the Veltins-Arena on Schalke stadium, which has space for up to 70,000 Swifties. Further Eras Tour shows are planned for Hamburg and Munich.
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Patrick Bertoletti of Chicago wins his first men's title at annual Nathan's hot dog eating contest.

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Contestants in Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog-eating contest took part in the annual weigh-in Wednesday in New York City. The one noticeable difference was the absence of the reigning men's champion, Joey "Jaws" Chestnut. (AP video: John Minchillo)
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            1 of 18 | Patrick Bertoletti stuffs hot dogs into his mouth during the men's division in Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. Bertoletti ate 58 hot dogs. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            2 of 18 | Miki Sudo competes in the women's division of Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 18 | Miki Sudo, center, hugs Mayoi Ebihara, left, and Michelle Lesco, right, after winning the women's division of the Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. Sudo ate a record 51 hot dogs. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            4 of 18 | Patrick Bertoletti, right, reacts after winning the men's division in Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. Bertoletti ate 58 hot dogs. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            5 of 18 | Miki Sudo, right, reacts after winning the women's division in the Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. Sudo ate a record 51 hot dogs. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            6 of 18 | Miki Sudo, right, and Mayoi Ebihara, left, compete in the women's division of Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. Sudo won by eating a record 51 hot dogs. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Miki Sudo, right, and Mayoi Ebihara, left, compete in the women's division of Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. Sudo won by eating a record 51 hot dogs. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            7 of 18 | Patrick Bertoletti, center, reacts after winning the men's division in Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. Bertoletti ate 58 hot dogs. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            8 of 18 | Competitive eaters participate in the men's division in Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Competitive eaters participate in the men's division in Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            9 of 18 | Miki Sudo competes in the Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. Sudo ate a record 51 hot dogs. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Miki Sudo competes in the Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. Sudo ate a record 51 hot dogs. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            10 of 18 | Patrick Bertoletti, center, competes in the men's division in Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. Bertoletti ate 58 hot dogs. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Patrick Bertoletti, center, competes in the men's division in Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. Bertoletti ate 58 hot dogs. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            11 of 18 | Miki Sudo reacts after winning the women's of the Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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                                    11 of 18
Miki Sudo reacts after winning the women's of the Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            12 of 18 | People wait for the Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest to start, Thursday, July 4, 2024 at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    12 of 18
People wait for the Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest to start, Thursday, July 4, 2024 at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            13 of 18 | People wait for the start of Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024 at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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People wait for the start of Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024 at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            14 of 18 | Miki Sudo, second from right, reacts after winning the women's division in Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. Sudo ate a record 51 hot dogs. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Miki Sudo, second from right, reacts after winning the women's division in Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. Sudo ate a record 51 hot dogs. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            15 of 18 | People dressed as hot dogs react during Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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People dressed as hot dogs react during Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            16 of 18 | Miki Sudo, right, reacts after winning the women's division in Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. Sudo ate a record 51 hot dogs. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Miki Sudo, right, reacts after winning the women's division in Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. Sudo ate a record 51 hot dogs. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            17 of 18 | Competitive eaters participate in the women's division in Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Competitive eaters participate in the women's division in Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            18 of 18 | Competitive eaters participate in the women's division in Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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Competitive eaters participate in the women's division in Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest, Thursday, July 4, 2024, at Coney Island in the Brooklyn borough of New York. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Patrick Bertoletti of Chicago gobbled down 58 hot dogs to win his first men's title Thursday at the annual Nathan's Famous Fourth of July hot dog eating contest and taking advantage of the event's biggest star would be chowing down 1,900 miles (3,000 kilometers) away. 
Bertoletti won in a tight, 10-minute race where the leader bounced back and forth. The 39-year-old Bertoletti defeated 13 competitors from around the world in a test to see who can wolf down the most hot dogs in 10 minutes. 
"I wasn't going to stop eating until the job was done," Bertoletti said.
Bertoletti bested his prior record of 55 hot dogs at the event, held every Independence Day on New York's Coney Island.
The reigning men's champion, Joey "Jaws" Chestnut, didn't attend the competition this year over a sponsorship tiff. Instead, Chestnut will compete against soldiers at a U.S. Army base in El Paso later in the day. Chestnut won 16 out of 17 previous competitions.

    


Bertoletti said he lost weight and practiced for three months with "an urgency" to prepare for Thursday's event, thinking he had a good chance of winning. 




"With Joey not here, I knew I had a shot," he said. "I was able to unlock something that I don't know where it came from. But I'm not complaining."
Earlier Thursday, defending champion Miki Sudo of Florida won her 10th title in the women's division.
Sudo consumed 51 hot dogs in 10 minutes -- and set a new world record for women.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I'm just happy to call this mine for another year," Sudo said after winning her 10th pink belt. 
The 38-year-old dental hygiene student won last year after forcing down 39 1/2 hot dogs. 
Sudo defeated 13 competitors, including 28-year-old rival Mayoi Ebihara of Japan. Ebihara came in second after eating 37 hot dogs in 10 minutes. She was also the runner-up in 2023. Sudo also consumed more than her partner, former Florida bodybuilder Nicholas Wehry, who ate 46 hot dogs in the men's competition.

    


Bertoletti's victory marks the first time the famed mustard belt has gone to someone besides Chestnut since 2015.
Thousands of fans, some wearing foam hot dog hats, flock each year to the event held outside the original Nathan's location in Brooklyn's Coney Island, a beachfront destination with amusement parks and a carnivalesque summer culture. Rich Shea, CEO of Major League Eating, which organizes the event, noted how people still came out in droves even though Chestnut was not there. 
"Just a great competitor, a great guy, a grown man, and a man who's made a choice not to be here today," he said of the popular eating champ on ESPN. "But fortunately for us, tens of thousands of people are crowding around Nathan's Famous. It's a pilgrimage every year. This is not a paid Hollywood crowd. This is excitement."
Competitors came from over a dozen states and five continents, with prospects from Brazil, Japan, the United Kingdom, South Korea, Australia and the Czech Republic vying for the coveted title and $10,000 prize money.
Last year Chestnut, of Indiana, chewed his way to the title by downing 62 dogs and buns in 10 minutes. The record, which he set in 2021, is 76. 

    


Chestnut was initially disinvited from the event over a sponsorship deal with Impossible Foods, a company that specializes in plant-based meat substitutes and which advertised on ESPN throughout the event on Thursday.
Major League Eating has since said it walked back the ban, but Chestnut decided to spend the holiday with the troops anyway. 
Chestnut said he wouldn't return to the Coney Island contest without an apology.
The event at the Fort Bliss army base in El Paso, scheduled to begin at 5 p.m. ET, will use traditional franks, with Chestnut attempting to out-eat four soldiers in five minutes. 
Even though he won't be eating their vegan products, Impossible Foods is promoting Chestnut's YouTube livestream of the exhibition by flying airplanes with banners over Los Angeles and Miami. The company will also donate to an organization supporting military families based on the number of hot dogs eaten at the event, a spokesperson said.
___
Haigh reported from Norwich, Connecticut.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/nathans-2024-contest-coney-island-joey-chestnut-52b39f5da45f55544d3ce4f0b508030a
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Hezbollah fires over 200 rockets into Israel after killing of senior commander

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Lebanon's Hezbollah group held a funeral on Thursday for its senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser who was killed in an Israeli drone strike in southern Lebanon. (AP video by Fadi Tawil; Production by Kareem Chehayeb)
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            1 of 12 | Hezbollah fighters attend the funeral procession of their comrade, senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit his car in the southern costal town of Tyre, in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, July 4, 2024. The strike took place as global diplomatic efforts have intensified in recent weeks to prevent escalating clashes between Hezbollah and the Israeli military from spiralling into an all-out war that could possibly lead to a direct confrontation between Israel and Iran. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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Hezbollah fighters attend the funeral procession of their comrade, senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit his car in the southern costal town of Tyre, in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, July 4, 2024. The strike took place as global diplomatic efforts have intensified in recent weeks to prevent escalating clashes between Hezbollah and the Israeli military from spiralling into an all-out war that could possibly lead to a direct confrontation between Israel and Iran. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            2 of 12 | Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their comrade, senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit his car in the southern costal town of Tyre, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, July 4, 2024. The strike took place as global diplomatic efforts have intensified in recent weeks to prevent escalating clashes between Hezbollah and the Israeli military from spiralling into an all-out war that could possibly lead to a direct confrontation between Israel and Iran. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their comrade, senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit his car in the southern costal town of Tyre, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, July 4, 2024. The strike took place as global diplomatic efforts have intensified in recent weeks to prevent escalating clashes between Hezbollah and the Israeli military from spiralling into an all-out war that could possibly lead to a direct confrontation between Israel and Iran. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            3 of 12 | Firefighters work to extinguish a fire following an attack from Lebanese Hezbollah group, in an area in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Thursday, July 4, 2024. The attack by the Iran-backed militant group on Thursday was one of the largest in the monthslong conflict along the Lebanon-Israel border, with tensions boiling in recent weeks. (AP Photo/Gil Eliyahu)
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Firefighters work to extinguish a fire following an attack from Lebanese Hezbollah group, in an area in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Thursday, July 4, 2024. The attack by the Iran-backed militant group on Thursday was one of the largest in the monthslong conflict along the Lebanon-Israel border, with tensions boiling in recent weeks. (AP Photo/Gil Eliyahu)
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            4 of 12 | Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their comrade, senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit his car in the southern costal town of Tyre, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their comrade, senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit his car in the southern costal town of Tyre, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            5 of 12 | Hezbollah fighters stand next to a poster of their comrade, senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit his car in the southern costal town of Tyre, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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Hezbollah fighters stand next to a poster of their comrade, senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit his car in the southern costal town of Tyre, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            6 of 12 | Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their comrade, senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit his car in the southern costal town of Tyre, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their comrade, senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit his car in the southern costal town of Tyre, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            7 of 12 | Relatives of senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit his car in the southern costal town of Tyre, mourn during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, July 4, 2024. The strike took place as global diplomatic efforts have intensified in recent weeks to prevent escalating clashes between Hezbollah and the Israeli military from spiralling into an all-out war that could possibly lead to a direct confrontation between Israel and Iran. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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Relatives of senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit his car in the southern costal town of Tyre, mourn during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, July 4, 2024. The strike took place as global diplomatic efforts have intensified in recent weeks to prevent escalating clashes between Hezbollah and the Israeli military from spiralling into an all-out war that could possibly lead to a direct confrontation between Israel and Iran. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            8 of 12 | Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their comrade, senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit his car in the southern costal town of Tyre, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their comrade, senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit his car in the southern costal town of Tyre, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            9 of 12 | Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their comrade, senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit his car in the southern costal town of Tyre, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their comrade, senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit his car in the southern costal town of Tyre, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            10 of 12 | Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their comrade, senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit his car in the southern costal town of Tyre, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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Hezbollah fighters carry the coffin of their comrade, senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit his car in the southern costal town of Tyre, during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            11 of 12 | Relatives of senior commander Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who was killed by an Israeli airstrike that hit his car in the southern costal town of Tyre, mourn during his funeral procession in the southern suburbs of Beirut, Lebanon, Thursday, July 4, 2024. The strike took place as global diplomatic efforts have intensified in recent weeks to prevent escalating clashes between Hezbollah and the Israeli military from spiralling into an all-out war that could possibly lead to a direct confrontation between Israel and Iran. (AP Photo/Bilal Hussein)
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            12 of 12 | This is a locator map for Lebanon with its capital, Beirut. (AP Photo)
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                                        BEIRUT (AP) -- The Lebanese Hezbollah group said it launched over 200 rockets on Thursday at several military bases in Israel in retaliation for a strike that killed one of its senior commanders. 
The attack by the Iran-backed militant group was one of the largest in the monthslong conflict along the Lebanon-Israel border, with tensions escalating in recent weeks. 
The Israeli military said "numerous projectiles and suspicious aerial targets" had entered its territory from Lebanon, many of which it said were intercepted. There were no immediate reports of casualties.
It said about 200 "projectiles" were launched toward the occupied Syrian Golan Heights and over 20 drones into Israeli territory, but that it had intercepted some of them.
Israel after Hezbollah's attack struck various towns in southern Lebanon. The Israeli military said it hit Hezbollah's "military structures" in the southern border towns of Ramyeh and Houla. Lebanon's state-run National News Agency reported an Israeli drone strike of Houla killed at least one person. Israeli jets also broke the sound barrier over the Lebanese capital and other areas in the country.

    


Israel on Wednesday acknowledged that it had killed Mohammad Naameh Nasser, who headed one of Hezbollah's three regional divisions in southern Lebanon, a day earlier.




Hours after the killing, Hezbollah launched scores of Katyusha rockets and Falaq rockets with heavy warheads into northern Israel and the occupied Syrian Golan Heights. It launched more rockets on Thursday and said it had also sent exploding drones into several bases. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hashem Safieddine, head of Hezbollah's Executive Council, vowed that the group will continue its retaliatory attacks, "targeting new sites they never imagined would be hit."
"The enemy sometimes acknowledges these hits and sometimes does not, but it is certain that there have been many casualties," he said at Nasser's funeral.

    


Nasser was of great importance to Hezbollah, which said he took part in battles in conflicts in Syria and Iraq from 2011 until 2016 and fought in the group's last war with Israel in 2006. Two other senior Hezbollah commanders have also been killed.
The U.S. and France are continuing to scramble to prevent the skirmishes from spiraling into an all-out war, which they fear could spillover across the region. Washington in its shuttle diplomatic efforts initially hoped for calm along the Lebanon-Israel border in a deal that is not linked to the war in Gaza. However, since the U.S. has called for Hamas to agree to a cease-fire proposal presented by President Joe Biden, it has said that an end to the war in Gaza would lead to calm in Lebanon and northern Israel as well.
The relatively low-level conflict erupted shortly after the outbreak of the war in Gaza. Hezbollah says it is striking Israel in solidarity with Hamas, another Iran-allied group that ignited the war in Gaza with its Oct. 7 attack into southern Israel. The group's leadership says it will stop its attacks once there is a cease-fire in Gaza, and that while it does not want war, it is ready for one.

    


Israeli officials, meanwhile, say they could decide to go to war in Lebanon if efforts for a diplomatic solution fail. 
Hezbollah's retaliation comes a day after a senior adviser to U.S. President Joe Biden, Amos Hochstein, met with French President Emmanuel Macron's Lebanon envoy, Jean-Yves Le Drian, in Paris.
The fighting has displaced tens of thousands of people on both sides of the border. In northern Israel, 16 soldiers and 11 civilians have been killed. In Lebanon, more than 450 people -- mostly fighters but also dozens of civilians -- have been killed.
Israel sees Hezbollah as its most direct threat and estimates that it has an arsenal of 150,000 rockets and missiles, including precision-guided missiles.
In 2006, Israel and Hezbollah fought a monthlong war that ended in a draw.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/lebanon-hezbollah-israel-rocket-5358640d72d7bbbe59b1a0f21dc713ba
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Fires have become the most visible sign of the conflict heating up on the Lebanon-Israel border

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    With cease-fire talks faltering in Gaza and no clear offramp for the conflict on the Lebanon-Israel border, the daily exchanges of strikes between Hezbollah and Israeli forces have sparked fires that are tearing through forests and farmland on both sides of the border. (AP video/Ramiz Dallah)
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            Strikes between Hezbollah and Israel spark fires on both sides of the frontline

        
        
            Daily exchanges of strikes between Hezbollah and Israeli forces have sparked fires that are tearing through forests and farmland on both sides of the border. The blazes have consumed thousands of hectares of land in southern Lebanon and northern Israel. (AP video shot by Moshe Edri).


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Strikes between Hezbollah and Israel spark fires on both sides of the frontline
Daily exchanges of strikes between Hezbollah and Israeli forces have sparked fires that are tearing through forests and farmland on both sides of the border. The blazes have consumed thousands of hectares of land in southern Lebanon and northern Israel. (AP video shot by Moshe Edri).
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            Fires have become the most visible sign of the conflict heating up on the Lebanon-Israel border

        
        
            With cease-fire talks faltering in Gaza and no clear offramp for the conflict on the Lebanon-Israel border, the daily exchanges of strikes between Hezbollah and Israeli forces have sparked fires that are tearing through forests and farmland on both sides of the border. (AP video/Ramiz Dallah)
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            1 of 20 | FILE - A plane uses a fire retardant to extinguish a fire burning in an area near the border with Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Scores of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 20
FILE - A plane uses a fire retardant to extinguish a fire burning in an area near the border with Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Scores of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)
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            2 of 20 | FILE - Smoke rises to the sky as a fire burns an area after a Lebanese shelling, in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)
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FILE - Smoke rises to the sky as a fire burns an area after a Lebanese shelling, in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)
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            3 of 20 | Lebanese farmer Moussa Saab, checks a cherry tree at his orchard, in Chebaa, a Lebanese town near the border with Israel, south Lebanon, Friday, June 14, 2024. With cease-fire talks faltering in Gaza and no clear offramp for the conflict on the Lebanon-Israel border, the daily exchanges of strikes between Hezbollah and Israeli forces have sparked fires that are tearing through forests and farmland on both sides of the frontline. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            4 of 20 | A man shows a tree of cherry that was burned by Israeli shelling at a cherry orchard, in Chebaa, a Lebanese town near the border with Israel, south Lebanon, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. With cease-fire talks faltering in Gaza and no clear offramp for the conflict on the Lebanon-Israel border, the daily exchanges of strikes between Hezbollah and Israeli forces have sparked fires that are tearing through forests and farmland on both sides of the frontline. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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A man shows a tree of cherry that was burned by Israeli shelling at a cherry orchard, in Chebaa, a Lebanese town near the border with Israel, south Lebanon, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. With cease-fire talks faltering in Gaza and no clear offramp for the conflict on the Lebanon-Israel border, the daily exchanges of strikes between Hezbollah and Israeli forces have sparked fires that are tearing through forests and farmland on both sides of the frontline. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            5 of 20 | Lebanese Civil Defence firefighters extinguish fires that erupted by Israeli shelling at a cherry orchard in Chebaa, a Lebanese town near the border with Israel, south Lebanon, Friday, June 14, 2024. AP Photo/Ramiz Dallah)
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Lebanese Civil Defence firefighters extinguish fires that erupted by Israeli shelling at a cherry orchard in Chebaa, a Lebanese town near the border with Israel, south Lebanon, Friday, June 14, 2024. AP Photo/Ramiz Dallah)
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            6 of 20 | Smoke rise from fires that erupted at open hills by Israeli shelling, in Chebaa, a Lebanese town near the border with Israel, south Lebanon, Friday, June 14, 2024. With cease-fire talks faltering in Gaza and no clear offramp for the conflict on the Lebanon-Israel border, the daily exchanges of strikes between Hezbollah and Israeli forces have sparked fires that are tearing through forests and farmland on both sides of the frontline. (AP Photo/Ramiz Dallah)
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Smoke rise from fires that erupted at open hills by Israeli shelling, in Chebaa, a Lebanese town near the border with Israel, south Lebanon, Friday, June 14, 2024. With cease-fire talks faltering in Gaza and no clear offramp for the conflict on the Lebanon-Israel border, the daily exchanges of strikes between Hezbollah and Israeli forces have sparked fires that are tearing through forests and farmland on both sides of the frontline. (AP Photo/Ramiz Dallah)
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            7 of 20 | Ibrahim Nabaa, gestures as he stands in front of cherry trees that were burned by Israeli shelling at a cherry orchard, in Chebaa, a Lebanese town near the border with Israel, south Lebanon, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. With cease-fire talks faltering in Gaza and no clear offramp for the conflict on the Lebanon-Israel border, the daily exchanges of strikes between Hezbollah and Israeli forces have sparked fires that are tearing through forests and farmland on both sides of the frontline. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla)
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            8 of 20 | FILE - Smoke rises to the sky as a fire burns an area after a Lebanese shelling, in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)
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FILE - Smoke rises to the sky as a fire burns an area after a Lebanese shelling, in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)
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            9 of 20 | FILE - Israeli firefighters work to extinguish a fire burning in an area near the border with Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Scores of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)
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FILE - Israeli firefighters work to extinguish a fire burning in an area near the border with Lebanon, in Safed, northern Israel, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Scores of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)
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            10 of 20 | Firefighters check a burned area at Biriya Forest, from previous shelling attacks from Lebanon, near the town of Hatzor Haglilit, northern Israel, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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Firefighters check a burned area at Biriya Forest, from previous shelling attacks from Lebanon, near the town of Hatzor Haglilit, northern Israel, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            11 of 20 | Firefighters check a burned area at Biriya Forest, from previous shelling attacks from Lebanon, near the town of Hatzor Haglilit, northern Israel, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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Firefighters check a burned area at Biriya Forest, from previous shelling attacks from Lebanon, near the town of Hatzor Haglilit, northern Israel, Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            12 of 20 | FILE - Shells that appears to be white phosphorus from Israeli artillery explode over Dahaira, a Lebanese border village with Israel, south Lebanon, on Oct. 16, 2023. With cease-fire talks faltering in Gaza and no clear offramp for the conflict on the Lebanon-Israel border, the daily exchanges of strikes between Hezbollah and Israeli forces have sparked fires that are tearing through forests and farmland on both sides of the frontline. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla, File)
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FILE - Shells that appears to be white phosphorus from Israeli artillery explode over Dahaira, a Lebanese border village with Israel, south Lebanon, on Oct. 16, 2023. With cease-fire talks faltering in Gaza and no clear offramp for the conflict on the Lebanon-Israel border, the daily exchanges of strikes between Hezbollah and Israeli forces have sparked fires that are tearing through forests and farmland on both sides of the frontline. (AP Photo/Hussein Malla, File)
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            13 of 20 | An Israeli flag flutters next to a fire burning in an area near the border with Lebanon, northern Israel in Safed, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Scores of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)
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An Israeli flag flutters next to a fire burning in an area near the border with Lebanon, northern Israel in Safed, Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Scores of rockets were fired from Lebanon toward northern Israel on Wednesday morning, hours after Israeli airstrikes killed four officials from the militant Hezbollah group including a senior military commander. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)
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            14 of 20 | Boys look at a damaged car after shelling fired from Lebanon in Katsrin, a city near the border with Lebanon, northern Israel, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)
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Boys look at a damaged car after shelling fired from Lebanon in Katsrin, a city near the border with Lebanon, northern Israel, Thursday, June 13, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa, File)
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            15 of 20 | Cowboys from the Merom Golan kibbutz Ychiel Alon, 61 and Arnon Notman, 73, left, prepare their horses to gather the cattle on an area in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Monday, June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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Cowboys from the Merom Golan kibbutz Ychiel Alon, 61 and Arnon Notman, 73, left, prepare their horses to gather the cattle on an area in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Monday, June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            16 of 20 | Erez Ashtamker, 45, ranch manager of the Merom Golan kibbutz, center, rides his horse as they round up cattle in an area in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Monday, June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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Erez Ashtamker, 45, ranch manager of the Merom Golan kibbutz, center, rides his horse as they round up cattle in an area in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Monday, June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            17 of 20 | Riding his horse, Arnon Notman, 73, left, a cowboy from the Merom Golan kibbutz, rounds up the cattle after arriving in the ranch on an area in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Monday, June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 20
Riding his horse, Arnon Notman, 73, left, a cowboy from the Merom Golan kibbutz, rounds up the cattle after arriving in the ranch on an area in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Monday, June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            18 of 20 | A cow stands under a tree next to a burned area affected by a fire that sparked out after a shelling attack from Lebanon, in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Monday, June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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A cow stands under a tree next to a burned area affected by a fire that sparked out after a shelling attack from Lebanon, in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Monday, June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            19 of 20 | A burned field from previous shelling attacks from Lebanon is pictured in Safed, northern Israel, Friday, June 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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A burned field from previous shelling attacks from Lebanon is pictured in Safed, northern Israel, Friday, June 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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            20 of 20 | The sun sets behind the mountains next to the the towns of Kiryat Shmona and Metula, located near the border with Lebanon, as seen from Mas'ade, a village in the Israeli-controlled Golan Heights, Sunday, June 23, 2024. (AP Photo/Leo Correa)
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                                        CHEBAA, Lebanon (AP) -- With cease-fire talks faltering in Gaza and no clear offramp for the conflict on the Lebanon-Israel border, the daily exchanges of strikes between Hezbollah and Israeli forces have sparked fires that are tearing through forests and farmland on both sides of the frontline. 
The blazes -- exacerbated by supply shortages and security concerns -- have consumed thousands of hectares of land in southern Lebanon and northern Israel, becoming one of the most visible signs of the escalating conflict. 
There is an increasingly real possibility of a full-scale war -- one that would have catastrophic consequences for people on both sides of the border. Some fear the fires sparked by a larger conflict would also cause irreversible damage to the land.
Charred remains in Lebanon
In Israel, images of fires sparked by Hezbollah's rockets have driven public outrage and spurred Israel's far-right national security minister, Itamar Ben-Gvir, to declare last month that it is "time for all of Lebanon to burn."

    


Much of it was already burning.
Fires in Lebanon began in late April -- earlier than the usual fire season -- and have torn through the largely rural areas along the border.




The Sunni town of Chebaa, tucked in the mountains on Lebanon's southeastern edge, has little Hezbollah presence, and the town hasn't been targeted as frequently as other border villages. But the sounds of shelling still boom regularly, and in the mountains above it, formerly oak-lined ridges are charred and bare. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In a cherry orchard on the outskirts of town, clumps of fruit hung among browned leaves after a fire sparked by an Israeli strike tore through. Firefighters and local men -- some using their shirts to beat out flames -- stopped the blaze from reaching houses and U.N. peacekeeper center nearby. 
"Grass will come back next year, but the trees are gone," said Moussa Saab, whose family owns the orchard. "We'll have to get saplings and plant them, and you need five or seven years before you can start harvesting."

    


Saab refuses to leave with his wife and 8-year-old daughter. They can't afford to live elsewhere, and they fear not being able to return, as happened to his parents when they left the disputed Chebaa Farms area -- captured from Syria by Israel in 1967 and claimed by Lebanon. 
Burn scars in Israel
The slopes of Mount Meron, Israel's second-highest mountain and home to an air base, were long covered in native oak trees, a dense grove providing shelter to wild pigs, gazelles, and rare species of flowers and fauna. 
Now the green slopes are interrupted by three new burn scars -- the largest a few hundred square meters -- remnants of a Hezbollah explosive drone shot down a few weeks ago. Park rangers worry that devastation has just begun.
"The damage this year is worse a dozen times over this year," said Shai Koren, of the northern district for Israel's Nature and Parks Authority.
Looking over the slopes of Meron, Koren said he doesn't expect this forest to survive the summer: "You can take a before and after picture."
Numbers and weapons
Since the war began, the Israeli military has tracked 5,450 launches toward northern Israel. According to Israeli think tank the Alma Research and Education Center, most early launches were short-range anti-tank missiles, but Hezbollah's drone usage has increased.

    


In Lebanon, officials and human rights groups accuse Israel of firing white phosphorus incendiary shells at residential areas, in addition to regular artillery shelling and airstrikes.
The Israeli military says it uses white phosphorus only as a smokescreen, not to target populated areas. But even in open areas, the shells can spark fast-spreading fires.
The border clashes began Oct. 8, a day after the Hamas-led incursion into southern Israel that killed around 1,200 people and sparked the war in Gaza. There, more than 37,000 have been killed, according to Gaza's Health Ministry.
Hezbollah began launching rockets into northern Israel to open what it calls a "support front" for Hamas, to pull Israeli forces away from Gaza. 
Israel responded, and attacks spread across the border region. In northern Israel, 16 soldiers and 11 civilians have been killed. In Lebanon, more than 450 people -- mostly fighters, but also 80-plus civilians and noncombatants -- have been killed.

    


Exchanges have intensified since early May, when Israel launched its incursion into the southern Gaza city of Rafah. That coincided with the beginning of the hot, dry wildfire season.
Since May, Hezbollah strikes have resulted in 8,700 hectares (about 21,500 acres) burned in northern Israel, according to Israel's Nature and Parks Authority. 
Eli Mor, of Israel's Fire and Rescue, said drones, which are much more accurate than rockets, often "come one after another, the first one with a camera and the second one will shoot." 
"Every launch is a real threat," Mor added.
In southern Lebanon, about 4,000 hectares (10,000 acres) have burned due to Israeli strikes, said George Mitri, of the Land and Natural Resources program at the University of Balamand. In the two years before, he said, Lebanon's total area burned annually was 500 to 600 hectares (1,200 to 1,500 acres).

    


Fire response
Security concerns hamper the response to a fire's first crucial hours. Firefighting planes are largely grounded over fears they'll be shot down. On the ground, firefighters often can't move without army escorts.
"If we lose half an hour or an hour, it might take us an extra day or two days to get the fire under control," said Mohammad Saadeh, head of the Chebaa civil defense station. The station responded to 27 fires in three weeks last month -- nearly as many as in a normal year.
On the border's other side, Moran Arinovsky used to be a chef and is now deputy commander of the emergency squad at Kibbutz Manara. With about 10 others, he's fought more than 20 fires in the past two months. 
Mor, of Israel's Fire and Rescue, said firefighters often must triage.
"Sometimes we have to give up on open areas that are not endangering people or towns," Mor said. 
The border areas are largely depopulated. Israel's government evacuated a 4-kilometer strip early in the war, leaving only soldiers and emergency personnel. In Lebanon, there's no formal evacuation order, but large swathes have become virtually uninhabitable. 
Some 95,000 people in Lebanon and 60,000 people in Israel have been displaced for nine months.
Kibbutz Sde Nehemia didn't evacuate, and Efrat Eldan Schechter said some days she watches helplessly as plumes of smoke grow closer to home. 
"There's a psychological impact, the knowledge and feeling that we're alone," she said, because firefighters can't access certain areas. 
Israel's cowboys, who graze beef cattle in the Golan Heights, often band together to fight blazes when firefighters cannot arrive quickly.
Schechter noted that news footage of flames tearing across hillsides has focused more attention on the conflict in her backyard, instead of solely on the Gaza war. "Only when the fires started, only then we are in the headlines in Israel," she said. 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has said that as fighting in Gaza winds down, Israel will send more troops to its northern border. That could open a new front and raise the risk of more destructive fires.
On Thursday, Israel's Fire and Rescue Service said it was tackling fires in 10 separate areas sparked by barrages of missiles fired by Hezbollah in retaliation for an Israeli strike that killed one of its top commanders the day before. Meanwhile, in Chebaa, another Israeli strike sparked a new fire in Saab's cherry orchard.
Koren says natural wildfires are a normal part of the forest's lifecycle and can promote ecodiversity, but not the fires from the conflict. "The moment the fires happen over and over, that's what creates the damage," he said.
___
Lidman reported from northern Israel.
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                                        The age question for presidential candidates is more than four decades old. President Ronald Reagan answered it with a pledge to resign if he became impaired, and later with a clever joke that reset his campaign from a stumbling debate performance to a 49-state landslide and a second term.
"I will not make age an issue of this campaign," Reagan said to the question he knew was coming in perhaps the most famous mic-drop moment in campaign history. "I am not going to exploit for political purposes my opponent's youth and inexperience."
The audience roared, even Democratic Vice President Walter Mondale laughed -- and Reagan's reelection was back on track. 
Today, Democratic President Joe Biden, 81, is struggling for such a redemptive moment after a disastrous debate performance against Republican former president Donald Trump, 78. Those 90 minutes last week set off alarms among Democrats hoping Biden would keep Trump from returning to the White House -- and heightened concern among voters long skeptical of how either elderly man would govern a complex nation of more than 330 million people for four more years. 

    


More than two dozen people who have spent time with the president privately described him as often sharp and focused. But he also has moments, particularly later in the evening, when his thoughts seem jumbled and he trails off mid-sentence or seems confused, they said. Sometimes he doesn't grasp the finer points of policy details. He occasionally forgets people's names, stares blankly and moves slowly around the room, they said.




Biden has vowed to stay in the race, despite signs of eroding support on Capitol Hill.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


 "I am running ... no one's pushing me out," Biden said on a call Wednesday with staffers from his reelection campaign. "I'm not leaving. I'm in this race to the end and we're going to win."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

But the question facing him is far more intimate, according to one expert who covered Reagan's health during his presidency.

    


"The most important debate of the campaign is the one taking place right now in Joe Biden's head between the part of mind telling him he's the chosen one, and the more self-aware part," said Rich Jaroslavsky of the University of California Berkeley, formerly of the Wall Street Journal.
A nation ever more accustomed to dealing with aging
At its heart, the question -- how old is too old to be president? -- is about competence. And Americans have never had wider personal experience with the effects of aging than they do today. 
A surge of retiring baby boomers means that millions more Americans know when they see someone declining. For many, this widespread experience made Biden's halting performance during Thursday's debate a familiar reality check.
Trump seemed more vigorous, even though he lied about or misstated a long list of facts. When he challenged Biden to a cognitive test, Trump flubbed the name of the doctor who had administered his. For now, he's ceding the spotlight.
"Is this an episode, or is this a condition?" Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., 84, wondered on MSNBC, reflecting the question dominating Democratic circles this week. "It's legitimate -- of both candidates."

    


Reagan faced the same questions even before he was elected as the oldest president to that point. In 1980, at 69, he pledged to resign if he sensed serious cognitive decline while in office.
"If I were president and had any feeling at all that my capabilities had been reduced before a second term came, I would walk away," he told the New York Times on June 10, 1980. "By the same token, I would step down also."
That didn't happen. Reagan served two full terms, leaving office in 1989. He announced in 1994 that he had been diagnosed with Alzheimer's disease. He died in 2004.
Neither Trump nor Biden has made a similar pledge, and their campaigns did not respond to requests for comment Wednesday. 
For Reagan, the age issue faded in his first term as any health questions focused on his recovery from a nearly fatal assassination attempt in 1981. He seemed headed for an easy reelection. And debates seemed natural settings for the smooth-talking former Hollywood actor. But his performance in the first showdown with Mondale in the 1984 campaign brought the age issue roaring back.

    


The president, then 73, rambled and hesitated. He seemed to lose his train of thought at one point, and appeared tired at others. No one had seen him perform publicly in such a way, recalled Jaroslovsky, who co-authored a story headlined: "New Question in Race: Is Oldest U.S. President Now Showing His Age?"
Important differences between 1984 and 2024
Reagan's age -- really, his fitness for a second term -- was now indelibly part of the 1984 race, a striking parallel to what is happening in 2024 in the aftermath of Biden's shaky debate performance. But there are key differences. 
Reagan was leading going into the first debate, while Biden and Trump were virtually tied. Onstage, "Biden was terrible out of the gate," said Jaroslovsky, the founder of the Online News Association.

    


Then, as now, Jaroslovsky said, the embattled president's supporters provided vigorous spin. 
Reagan's operation said he had been tired. There was sniping about the staff overpreparing him, Jaroslovsky said. Biden's team cited fatigue from two overseas trips that had exhausted even younger staffers. It was a bad night, they said. Blame flew at the president's aides. Democrats on Capitol Hill griped that Biden's performance had damaged their chances at the polls. And press critics asserted that reporters had failed to hold the president and his staff to account. 
By Tuesday, pressure was building on Biden to withdraw from the race and open a difficult process for Democrats to nominate someone else. The crisis rippled across the Democratic Party just over six weeks before its convention in Chicago. It's not clear that Biden and Trump will debate a second time. 
Reagan's moment in 1984 came during the second debate at the 33 minute-mark, when The (Baltimore) Sun's Henry Trewhitt said: "You already are the oldest president in history, and some of your staff say you were tired after your most recent encounter with Mr. Mondale." Here, Reagan squared his feet and suppressed a smile. He was ready. 
Trewhitt noted that President John F. Kennedy (the youngest American elected president) got hardly any sleep during the Cuban Missile Crisis: "Is there any doubt in your mind that you would be able to function in such circumstances?"
"Not at all, Mr. Trewhitt," Reagan said. Later, he declared, "I am in charge." 
___
This story corrects Trump's age to 78 throughout.
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France's government spokesperson is attacked on the campaign trail, days before decisive election
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                    French government spokesperson Prisca Thevenot leaves the weekly cabinet meeting, Wednesday, July 3, 2024 at the Elysee Palace in Paris. French President Emmanuel Macron dissolved the National Assembly and called the snap election on June 9 after a stinging defeat at the hands of the National Rally in French voting for the European Parliament. The unpopular president gambled that the far right would not repeat that success when France's own fate was in the balance. (AP Photo/Thomas Padilla)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- In the final stretch before a high-stakes French legislative election on July 7, several candidates have reported being attacked on the campaign trail, including government spokesperson Prisca Thevenot.
Thevenot, a candidate for the centrist Ensemble alliance led by President Emmanuel Macron, her deputy and a party activist were putting up election posters near Paris on Wednesday night when a group attacked them, Prime Minister Gabriel Attal said on the social media platform X. 
Thevenot was not injured and will continue to campaign, she said on X, but her deputy and the party activist were taken to a hospital. It was not immediately clear what type of injuries they suffered.
The prosecutor's office said it opened an investigation into an assault with a weapon against a public official, but provided no indication of what the motivation for the attack was.

    


Four people, including three minors, are in custody, prosecutors said.
"Violence is never the answer," Thevenot said Thursday in a brief message on X. 
Politicians on all sides condemned the attack and others on candidates that have been reported in recent days.




Also on Wednesday, Marie Dauchy, a National Rally candidate in Savoy, said she was assaulted at a food market while campaigning and announced she was abandoning the race. Her party's leader and three-time presidential candidate, Marine Le Pen, said on X that two men had "cowardly" assaulted Dauchy.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Nicolas Conquer, a candidate for The Republicans, said on social media that he was assaulted while distributing election flyers in the city of Cherbourg on July 2. He was accompanied by a minor when the incident happened, and reported it to police, he said. He gave no other details of the attack.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Let's reject the climate of violence and hatred that is taking hold," Prime Minister Attal said Thursday on X.
"It's shameful," Le Pen said in a brief TV interview. "We have a number of candidates that have had to stop their campaign. This climate is deplorable."

    


Candidates have complained of both verbal and physical violence in the torrid and polarizing campaign.
A few hours before being targeted, Thevenot had shared her anxiety as a person of color in a "complicated" political climate with French broadcaster TF1.
"I don't say this only as spokesperson of the government, but more as the daughter of immigrants and mother of mixed-race children," she said, citing repeated and intensified racism attacks. "They no longer do it anonymously, but with uncovered faces and even with a certain pride."
A candidate who campaigned in the outskirts of Paris for Macron's camp was assigned private security guards by her party after she said she was the target of antisemitic abuse. 
Many people have voiced concerns that the surge in voter support for the fiercely anti-immigration National Rally has made people feel more comfortable using racist, xenophobic and antisemitic language in public.
Macron called a surprise legislative election on June 9 after his centrist alliance suffered a punishing defeat at the hands of the National Rally in French voting for the European Parliament, plunging the country into a chaotic, sudden legislative campaign.

    


French newspaper Le Canard Enchaine reported that Fadila Khattabi, the minister for people with disabilities and the daughter of Algerian immigrants, was in tears when she shared a personal story at a ministerial meeting at the Elysee Palace on Monday. "Considering my origins, I am scared of racist speech," she said, according to the newspaper. "My son, a symbol of republican success, a child of immigration who became a pharmacist, now wants to leave France, out of fear of a National Rally victory."
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            1 of 4 | In this photo taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Wednesday, July 3, 2024, Russian soldiers fire from their 152-mm <<<Giatsint-B>>> howitzer from their position at Ukrainian troops at an undisclosed location in Ukraine. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            4 of 4 | In this photo taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Wednesday, July 3, 2024, a glide bomb is seen under the wing of a Su-34 bomber of the Russian air force during a combat mission in Ukraine. The Russian military has increasingly relied on glide bombs that can be launched at a safe distance from Ukraine's air defenses to strike Ukrainian positions. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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            4 of 4 | In this photo taken from video released by Russian Defense Ministry Press Service on Wednesday, July 3, 2024, a glide bomb is seen under the wing of a Su-34 bomber of the Russian air force during a combat mission in Ukraine. The Russian military has increasingly relied on glide bombs that can be launched at a safe distance from Ukraine's air defenses to strike Ukrainian positions. (Russian Defense Ministry Press Service via AP)
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                                        KYIV, Ukraine (AP) -- Ukraine's army has retreated from a neighborhood in the outskirts of Chasiv Yar, a strategically important town in the eastern Donetsk region that has been reduced to rubble under a monthslong Russian assault, a military spokesperson said Thursday.
Chasiv Yar is a short distance west of Bakhmut, which was captured by Russia last year after a bitter 10-month battle. For months, Russian forces have focused on capturing Chasiv Yar, a town which occupies an elevated location. Its fall would put nearby cities in jeopardy, compromise critical Ukrainian supply routes and bring Russia closer to its stated aim of seizing the entire Donetsk region.
The Ukrainian army retreated from a northeastern neighborhood in the town, Nazar Voloshyn, the spokesperson for the Khortytsia ground forces formation, told The Associated Press in a written message Thursday.

    


Ukraine's defensive positions in the town were "destroyed," he said, adding that there was a threat of serious casualties if troops remained in the area and that Russia did not leave "a single intact building."
Months of relentless Russian artillery strikes have devastated Chasiv Yar, with homes and municipal offices charred, and a town that once had a population of 12,000 has been left deserted.




Oleh Shyriaiev, commander of the 255 assault battalion which has been based in the area for six months, said after Russian troops captured the neighborhood, they burned every building not already destroyed by shelling. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Shyriaiev said Russia is deploying scorched-earth tactics in an attempt to destroy anything which could be used as a military position in a bid to force troops to retreat. 
"I regret that we are gradually losing territory," he said, speaking by phone from the Chasiv Yar area, but added, "we cannot hold what is ruined."
Russian troops outnumber Ukrainians 10-to-1 in the area but Shyriaiev suggested that, even with that ratio, they have not been able to make significant progress in the past six months of active fighting.

    


The intensity of Russian strikes on Ukraine's defensive line in the area of Chasiv Yar has increased over the last month, Voloshyn said.
In the past week alone, Voloshyn said Russia has carried out nearly 1,300 strikes, fired nearly 130 glide bombs and made 44 ground assaults.
Other Russian attacks in recent weeks have focused on capturing nearby settlements that would allow them to advance to Kramatorsk and Sloviansk, the biggest cities in the Ukrainian-controlled part of the Donetsk region.
Ukrainian commanders in the area say their resources remain stretched, largely due to a monthslong gap in military assistance from the United States which threw Ukraine's military onto the defensive. 
Shyriaiev, the assault battalion commander, said ammunition from allies is arriving, but more slowly than needed by the army.
"We are determined to hold on to the end," said the commander, who has been fighting on the front line since the outbreak of the war.
Elsewhere in Ukraine, the governor of the northern Chernihiv region, Viacheslav Chaus, said Russia launched 22 drones over Ukraine last night. One hit a power infrastructure facility in the northern Chernihiv region, leaving nearly 6,000 customers without electricity, he said, adding that the rest were shot down.
Russia is continually targeting Ukraine's badly damaged energy infrastructure, resulting in hours of rolling blackouts across the country. Ukrainian officials have warned that the situation may worsen as winter approaches.
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Israel weighs Hamas' latest response to Gaza cease-fire proposal as diplomatic efforts are revived

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    An Israeli airstrike Wednesday afternoon hit close to the main hospital in Gaza's southern city of Khan Younis, hospital authorities said. At least seven people were injured in the strike, they said. (AP video: Marian Daggah/ Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Palestinians displaced from Gaza's Khan Younis struggle for survival

        
        
            Palestinian families who fled eastern Khan Younis in the latest wave of exodus in the war-torn Gaza Strip earlier this week, have struggled to find shelters in the overcrowded shelters and open areas in the western parts of the city. (AP video shot by Mohammad Jahjouh Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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            Fires have become the most visible sign of the conflict heating up on the Lebanon-Israel border

        
        
            With cease-fire talks faltering in Gaza and no clear offramp for the conflict on the Lebanon-Israel border, the daily exchanges of strikes between Hezbollah and Israeli forces have sparked fires that are tearing through forests and farmland on both sides of the border. (AP video/Ramiz Dallah)
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            1 of 4 | Palestinians search for bodies and survivors in the rubble of a residential building destroyed in an Israeli airstrike in Khan Younis, Gaza Strip, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo /Jehad Alshrafi)
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                                        TEL AVIV, Israel (AP) -- Israel's Cabinet was set to convene Thursday to discuss Hamas' latest response to a U.S.-backed proposal for a phased cease-fire in Gaza, as diplomatic efforts aimed at ending the nine-month war stirred back to life after a weekslong hiatus.
Fighting, meanwhile, intensified between Israel and Lebanon's Hezbollah, with the militant group saying it fired more than 200 rockets and exploding drones into northern Israel to avenge the killing of a senior commander in an Israeli airstrike the day before.
The relatively low-level conflict has literally set the border ablaze and raised fears of a potentially even more devastating war in the Middle East. Hezbollah has said it will halt its attacks if there is a cease-fire between Hamas -- a fellow Iran-backed ally -- and Israel.
The United States has rallied world support behind a plan that would see the release of all of the scores of hostages still held by the militant group in return for a lasting truce and the withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza. But until now, neither side appears to have fully embraced it.

    


Hamas suggested "amendments" to the proposal last month, some of which the U.S. said were unworkable, without providing specifics. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has confirmed that the original proposal was an Israeli one, but has raised doubts over whether it would end the war -- a key Hamas demand.




Hamas confirmed Wednesday that it had sent another response to Egypt and Qatar, which are mediating the talks, without providing details. A U.S. official said the Biden administration was examining the response, calling it constructive but saying more work needed to be done. The official, who wasn't authorized to comment publicly, spoke on condition of anonymity.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

An Israeli official said Netanyahu would convene a Cabinet meeting Thursday to discuss the latest developments surrounding the negotiations. The official, who wasn't authorized to discuss the meeting with media, spoke on condition of anonymity. Israel would likely hold additional consultations before making a final decision on any amended proposal.

    


As cease-fire talks appeared to be gaining new steam, the Health Ministry in Hamas-run Gaza said the death toll in the war had climbed past 38,000.
Hamas political official Bassem Naim said that the group has neither accepted nor rejected the American proposal, and has "responded with some ideas to bridge the gap" between the two sides, without elaborating. Ismail Haniyeh, Hamas' top political leader, has shared suggestions with Egyptian, Qatari and Turkish officials, the group said in a statement late Wednesday.
U.S. officials have said the latest proposal has new language that was proposed to Egypt and Qatar on Saturday and addresses indirect negotiations that are set to commence during the first phase of the three-phase deal that U.S. President Joe Biden laid out in a May 31 speech.
The first phase calls for a "full and complete cease-fire," a withdrawal of Israeli forces from all densely populated areas of Gaza and the release of a number of hostages, including women, older people and the wounded, in exchange for the release of hundreds of Palestinian prisoners.

    


The proposal called for the parties to negotiate the terms of the second phase during the 42 days of phase one. Under the current proposal, Hamas could release all of the remaining men, both civilians and soldiers, during the second phase. In return, Israel could free an agreed-upon number of Palestinian prisoners and detainees. The releases wouldn't occur until "sustainable calm" takes effect and all Israeli troops withdraw from Gaza. The third phase would see the return of the remains of hostages.
The transition from the first to the second phase has appeared to be the main sticking point.
Hamas is concerned that Israel will restart the war after the first phase, perhaps after making unrealistic demands in the talks. Israeli officials have expressed concern that Hamas will do the same, drawing out the talks and the initial cease-fire indefinitely without releasing the remaining captives.

    


In a lengthy television interview last month, Netanyahu said that he was prepared to make a "partial deal," but was committed to continuing the war "after a pause" in order to annihilate Hamas. Later, speaking before Israel's parliament, he said Israel remains committed to the deal outlined by Biden.
The war began when Hamas-led militants launched a surprise attack on Oct. 7 into southern Israel, attacking multiple army bases and farming communities and killing around 1,200 people, mostly civilians. They abducted another 250 people. more than 100 of whom were released during a weeklong cease-fire in November. Militants are still holding around 80 hostages and the remains of 40 others.
Israel launched a major offensive in response to the Oct. 7 attack that has killed more than 38,000, according to health officials in Gaza, who don't say how many were civilians or militants. The war has caused vast destruction across the territory, displaced most of its population of 2.3 million -- often multiple times -- caused widespread hunger and raised fears of famine.
___
Chehayeb reported from Beirut. Associated Press writers Abby Sewell in Beirut and Aamer Madhani in Washington contributed to this report.
___
Follow AP's coverage of the war in Gaza at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            1 of 6 | FILE - People use their smartphones near the Olympic rings that are displayed on the Eiffel Tower in Paris, June 7, 2024 in Paris. Cybersecurity experts and French officials say Russian disinformation campaigns against France are zeroing in on legislative elections and the Olympic Games which open in Paris at the end of the month. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard, File)
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            2 of 6 | FILE - Voters wait at a polling station to vote in the first round of the French parliamentary election, in Lyon, central France, Sunday, June 30, 2024. Voters across mainland France are casting ballots in the first round of an exceptional parliamentary election. Cybersecurity experts and French officials say Russian disinformation campaigns against France are zeroing in on legislative elections and the Olympic Games which open in Paris at the end of the month. (AP Photo/Laurent Cipriani, File)
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            3 of 6 | FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, shakes hands with French far-right presidential candidate Marine Le Pen, in the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 24, 2017. On June 9, the French far-right National Rally trounced Macron's party in elections for the European Parliament. The party has historically been close to Russia: one of its leading figures, Marine Le Pen, cultivated ties to Putin for many years and supported Russia's illegal annexation of Crimea from Ukraine in 2014. (Mikhail Klimentyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            4 of 6 | FILE - Far-right National Rally party president Jordan Bardella delivers his speech after the first round vote of the legislative election in Paris, Sunday, June 30, 2024. Bardella has said he opposes sending long-range weapons to Kyiv. (AP Photo/Aurelien Morissard, File)
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            5 of 6 | FILE - A man walks by Stars of David tagged on a wall in Paris, on Oct. 31, 2023. France says it has been the target of a Russian online destabilization campaign that used bots to whip up controversy and confusion about spray-painted Stars of David that appeared on Paris streets. French government officials accused Russia of operating a long-running online manipulation campaign against Ukraine's Western backers. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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            6 of 6 | FILE - The website of the Telegram messaging app is seen on a computer's screen in Moscow, Russia, Friday, April 13, 2018. Cybersecurity experts and French officials say Russian disinformation campaigns against France are zeroing in on legislative elections and the Olympic Games which open in Paris at the end of the month. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)
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            3 of 6 | FILE - Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, shakes hands with French far-right presidential candidate Marine Le Pen, in the Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Friday, March 24, 2017. On June 9, the French far-right National Rally trounced Macron's party in elections for the European Parliament. The party has historically been close to Russia: one of its leading figures, Marine Le Pen, cultivated ties to Putin for many years and supported Russia's illegal annexation of Crimea from Ukraine in 2014. (Mikhail Klimentyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            5 of 6 | FILE - A man walks by Stars of David tagged on a wall in Paris, on Oct. 31, 2023. France says it has been the target of a Russian online destabilization campaign that used bots to whip up controversy and confusion about spray-painted Stars of David that appeared on Paris streets. French government officials accused Russia of operating a long-running online manipulation campaign against Ukraine's Western backers. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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            6 of 6 | FILE - The website of the Telegram messaging app is seen on a computer's screen in Moscow, Russia, Friday, April 13, 2018. Cybersecurity experts and French officials say Russian disinformation campaigns against France are zeroing in on legislative elections and the Olympic Games which open in Paris at the end of the month. (AP Photo/Alexander Zemlianichenko, File)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Photos of blood-red hands on a Holocaust memorial. Caskets at the Eiffel Tower. A fake French military recruitment drive calling for soldiers in Ukraine, and major French news sites improbably registered in an obscure Pacific territory, population 15,000.
All are part of disinformation campaigns orchestrated out of Russia and targeting France, according to French officials and cybersecurity experts in Europe and the United States. France's legislative elections and the Paris Olympics sent them into overdrive.
More than a dozen reports issued in the past year point to an intensifying effort from Russia to undermine France, particularly the upcoming Games, and President Emmanuel Macron, who is one of Ukraine's most vocal supporters in Europe.
___
This story, supported by the Pulitzer Center for Crisis Reporting, is part of an Associated Press series covering threats to democracy in Europe.

    


___
The Russian campaigns sowing anti-French disinformation began online early last summer but first became tangible in October 2023 when more than 1,000 bots linked to Russia relayed photos of graffitied Stars of David in Paris and its suburbs. 


A French intelligence report said the Russian intelligence agency FSB ordered the tagging, as well as subsequent vandalism of a memorial to those who helped rescue Jews from the Holocaust. 

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Photos from each event were amplified on social media by fake accounts linked to the Russian disinformation site RRN, according to cybersecurity experts. Russia denies any such campaigns. The French intelligence report says RRN is part of a larger operation orchestrated by Sergei Kiriyenko, a ranking Kremlin official.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"You have to see this as an ecosystem," said a French military official, who spoke on condition of anonymity to reveal information about the Russian effort. "It's a hybrid strategy."
The tags and the vandalism had no direct link to Russia's war in Ukraine, but they provoked a strong reaction from the French political class, with denunciations in the legislature and public debate. Antisemitic attacks are on the rise in France, and the war in Gaza has proven divisive. 

    


The Stars of David could be interpreted either as support for Israel or as opposition. The effect was to sow division and unease. French Jews in particular have found themselves unwittingly thrust into the political fray despite, at just 500,000 people, making up a small proportion of the French population.
In March, just after Macron discussed the possibility of mobilizing the French military in Ukraine, a fake recruitment drive went up for the French army in Ukraine, spawning a series of posts in Russian- and French-language Telegram channels that got picked up in Russian and Belarusian media, according to a separate French government report seen by The Associated Press. On June 1, caskets appeared outside the Eiffel Tower, bearing the inscription "French soldiers in Ukraine."
The larger disinformation efforts show little traction in France, but the Russian audience may have been the real target, officials said, by showing that Russia's war in Ukraine is, as Putin has said, really a war with the West. 

    


Among the broader goals, the French military official said, was a long-term and steady effort to sow social discord, erode faith in the media and democratic governments, undermine NATO, and sap Western support for Ukraine. Denigrating the Olympics, from which most Russian athletes are banned, is a bonus, according to French officials monitoring the increasingly strident posts warning of imminent unrest ahead of the Games.
On June 9, the French far-right National Rally trounced Macron's party in elections for the European Parliament. The party has historically been close to Russia: one of its leading figures, Marine Le Pen, cultivated ties to Putin for many years and supported Russia's illegal annexation of Crimea from Ukraine in 2014. And its leading contender for prime minister, Jordan Bardella, has said he opposes sending long-range weapons to Kyiv.

    


In more than 4,400 posts gathered since mid-November by antibot4navalny, a collective that analyzes Russian bot behavior, those targeting audiences in France and Germany predominated. The number of weekly posts ranged from 100 to 200 except for the week of May 5, when it dropped near zero, the data showed. That week, as it happens, was a holiday in Russia.
Many of the posts redirect either to RRN or to sites that appear identical to major French media, but with the domain - and content - changed. At least two of the more recent mirrored sites are registered in Wallis and Futuna, a French Pacific territory 10 time zones from Paris. A click on the top of the fake page redirects back to the real news sites themselves to give the impression of authenticity. Other posts redirect to original sites controlled by the the campaign itself, dubbed Doppelganger. 

    


The redirects shifted focus for the European elections and continued after Macron called the surprise legislative elections with just three weeks to spare. Three-quarters of posts from the week ahead of the June 30 first-round legislative vote that were directed toward a French audience focused on either criticizing Macron or boosting the National Rally, antibot4navalny found in data shared with The Associated Press.
One post on a fake site purported to be from Le Point, a current affairs magazine, and the French news agency AFP, criticizing Macron.
"Our leaders have no idea how ordinary French people live but are ready to destroy France in the name of aid for Ukraine," read the headline on June 25. 
Another site falsely claimed to be from Macron's party, offering to pay 100 euros for a vote for him - and linking back to the party's true website. And still another inadvertently left a generative AI prompt calling for the re-write of an article "taking a conservative stance against the liberal policies of the Macron administration," according to findings last week from Insikt Group, the threat research division of the cybersecurity consultancy Recorded Future. 
"They're scraping automatically, sending the text to the AI and asking the AI to introduce bias or slants into the article and rewrite it," said Clement Briens, an analyst for Recorded Future.
Briens said metrics tools embedded within the site are likely intended to prove that the campaigns were money well-spent for "whoever is doing the payouts for these operations."
The French government cybersecurity watchdog, Viginum, has published multiple reports since June 2023 singling out Russian efforts to sow divisions in France and elsewhere. That was around the time that pro-Kremlin Telegram feeds started promoting "Olympics has Fallen" -- a full-length fake Netflix film featuring an AI-generated voice resembling Tom Cruise that criticized the International Olympic Committee, according to the Microsoft Threat Analysis Center.
Microsoft said this campaign, which it dubbed Storm-1679, is fanning fears of violence at the Games and last fall disseminated digitally generated photos referring, among other things, to the attacks on Israeli athletes at the 1972 Olympics.
The latest effort, which started just after the first round of the elections on June 30, merges fears of violence related to both the Olympics and the risk of protests after the decisive second round, antibot4navalny found. Viginum released a new report Tuesday detailing the risks ahead for the Games -- not for violence but for disinformation.
"Digital information manipulation campaigns have become a veritable instrument of destabilization of democracies," Viginum said. "This global event will give untold informational exposure to malevolant foreign actors." The word Russia appears nowhere.
Baptiste Robert, a French cybersecurity expert who ran unsuccessfully as an unaffiliated centrist in the legislative elections, called on his government - and especially lawmakers - to prepare for the digital threats to come.
"This is a global policy of Russia: They really want to push people into the extremes," he said before the first-round vote. "It's working perfectly right now." 
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India is likely undercounting heat deaths, affecting its response to increasingly harsh heat waves
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                    FILE - A father tries to calm his daughter suffering from a heat-related ailment as she is brought to the government district hospital in Ballia, Uttar Pradesh state, India, June 19, 2023. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh, File)
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            1 of 6 | FILE - A father tries to calm his daughter suffering from a heat-related ailment as she is brought to the government district hospital in Ballia, Uttar Pradesh state, India, June 19, 2023. The official number of heat deaths listed in government reports barely scratches the surface of the true toll and that's affecting future preparations for similar swelters, according to public health experts. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh, File)
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            2 of 6 | FILE - A man drinks water at a roadside stall serving free drinking water to commuters as a heat wave continues to grip the Indian capital, New Delhi, India, May 22, 2024. The official number of heat deaths listed in government reports barely scratches the surface of the true toll and that's affecting future preparations for similar swelters, according to public health experts. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup, File)
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            3 of 6 | FILE - Women wait in a queue to cast their vote standing in front of a fan at a polling booth on a hot summer day during the seventh and the last phase of the general election, near Amritsar, India, Saturday, June 1, 2024. The official number of heat deaths listed in government reports barely scratches the surface of the true toll and that's affecting future preparations for similar swelters, according to public health experts. (AP Photo/Prabhjot Gill, File)
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            4 of 6 | FILE - A worker distributes water bottles to guests sitting near coolers to ward off the heat at the swearing-in ceremony of Narendra Modi as Indian prime minister at the Indian presidential palace in New Delhi, India, June 9, 2024. The official number of heat deaths listed in government reports barely scratches the surface of the true toll and that's affecting future preparations for similar swelters, according to public health experts. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup, File)
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FILE - A worker distributes water bottles to guests sitting near coolers to ward off the heat at the swearing-in ceremony of Narendra Modi as Indian prime minister at the Indian presidential palace in New Delhi, India, June 9, 2024. The official number of heat deaths listed in government reports barely scratches the surface of the true toll and that's affecting future preparations for similar swelters, according to public health experts. (AP Photo/Manish Swarup, File)
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            5 of 6 | FILE - An elderly woman suffering from a heat-related ailment is brought to an overcrowded government district hospital in Ballia, Uttar Pradesh state, India, June 20, 2023. The official number of heat deaths listed in government reports barely scratches the surface of the true toll and that's affecting future preparations for similar swelters, according to public health experts. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh, File)
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            6 of 6 | FILE - A woman walks carrying water collected from a public tap in a shanty town on the outskirts of Jammu, India, Tuesday, June 18, 2024. The official number of heat deaths listed in government reports barely scratches the surface of the true toll and that's affecting future preparations for similar swelters, according to public health experts. (AP Photo/Channi Anand, File)
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                                        BENGALURU, India (AP) -- Months of scorching temperatures sometimes over 50 degrees Celsius (122 Fahrenheit) in parts of India this year -- its worst heat wave in over a decade -- left hundreds dead or ill. But the official number of deaths listed in government reports barely scratches the surface of the true toll and that's affecting future preparations for similar swelters, according to public health experts.
India now has a bit of respite from the intense heat, and a different set of extreme weather problems as monsoon rain lashes the northeast, but for months the extreme heat took a toll on large swaths of the country, particularly in northern India, where government officials reported at least 110 heat-related deaths.
Public health experts say the true number of heat-related deaths is likely in the thousands but because heat is often not listed as a reason on a death certificate many heat deaths don't get counted in official figures. The worry, they say, is that undercounting the deaths means the heat wave problem isn't as prioritized as it should be, and officials are missing out on ways to prepare their residents for the scorching temperatures. 

    


All of India's warmest years on record have been in the last decade. Studies by public health experts found that up to 1,116 people have died every year between 2008 and 2019 due to heat.




Difficulties registering heat deaths
As part of his work in public health, Srinath Reddy, the founder of the Public Health Foundation of India, has advised state governments on how to factor in heat when recording deaths.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He found that as a result of "incomplete reporting, delayed reporting and misclassification of deaths," heat-related deaths are significantly undercounted around the country. Despite national guidelines for recording deaths, many doctors -- especially those in overcrowded public hospitals where resources are already strained -- don't follow it, he said. 

    


"Most doctors just record the immediate cause of death and attribution to environmental triggers like heat are not recorded," Reddy said. That's because heat deaths can be classified as exertional or non-exertional: Exertional is when a person dies due to direct exposure to high temperatures and non-exertional is when young children, older people or people with pre-existing health conditions become seriously ill or sometimes die from the heat, even if indoors. 
"The heatwave is the final straw for the second category of people," said Dileep Mavalankar, former head of the Indian Institute of Public Health in Gandhinagar. "Most people dying during heat waves belong to this category but their deaths are not recorded as connected to the heat."
Mavalankar agreed the official number of heat deaths this year is an undercount. He said there were 40,000 recorded case of heat stroke, but only 110 deaths. "This is just 0.3% of the total number of heatstroke cases recorded, but usually heat deaths should be 20 to 30% of heatstroke cases," he said. 
"We need to be counting deaths better," Mavalankar said. "That is the only way we will know how severe the consequences of extreme heat are."

    


Planning for future heat
In his former role at the Indian Institute of Public Health in Gandhinagar, Gujarat, Mavalankar was instrumental in developing India's first-ever heat action plan for the city of Ahmedabad in 2013, three years after more than 1,300 people died there during a heat wave. 
The heat plan included measures like increasing access to shaded areas for outdoor workers, converting relatively cool public buildings to temporary shelters for people without homes or access to electricity and ensuring hospitals have adequate medical supplies and staff during heat waves.
In the years that followed, Mavalankar and his team studied the impact of the heat plan by counting death tolls in subsequent hot summers. Because of a lack of data on heat deaths specifically, the team looked at deaths from all causes, which spikes during heat waves, and used the number of excess deaths to determine how many deaths were likely caused by heat. 
They estimate that the heat action plan had helped reduce the number of fatalities during heat waves by up to 40%.

    


Having that data, while imperfect, Mavalankar said, allowed the city to adequately prepare itself for extreme heat, and do more of what worked in the future. 
But he said the lack of data elsewhere makes it difficult to replicate the results in Ahmedabad on a national level.
"Not reporting these deaths, sharing data, is like the Indian Meteorological Department not sharing weather data," he said. "We can easily do this across the country but we've not decided that we should do it."
Improving government data
The Indian government collects data on heat-related deaths through the health ministry's National Centre for Disease Control which is then shared with the National Disaster Management Agency. The agency then shares the data as a total nationwide figure for the year, but a state by state breakdown is not publicly available.

    


The National Crime Records Bureau also collects heat-related death data as part of their accounting of deaths due to "forces of nature" and publishes those figures.
But there are huge discrepancies. In 2020, the last year with publicly available data on heat deaths from both official sources, the crime records bureau recorded 530 deaths from heatstroke, but the disaster agency reported just four heat-related deaths.
The Associated Press contacted India's health ministry spokesperson, the NCDC and the NDMA to comment on the discrepancy but did not receive a response.
Getting better data can answer a whole host of questions about who is most vulnerable and how best to help them, said Bharghav Krishna, a public health expert and a fellow at the Sustainable Futures Collaborative thinktank, "especially with respect to identifying who is dying, where they're dying, what are they doing when they're dying." 
Krishna thinks that the data currently collected, while inadequate, can at least provide some insight for policymakers and researchers and force at least some action if its shared with the right people.
But Malavankar said the issues of data collection are more systemic, and that needs to be urgently addressed. 
"We have not done a national census since 2011, not having numbers is our national weakness," he said. 
____
Follow Sibi Arasu on X at @sibi123
____
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Masoud Pezeshkian, a heart surgeon who rose to power in parliament, runs to be Iran's next president

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Iranian candidates Masoud Pezeshkian and Saeed Jalili held their last campaign rallies on Wednesday ahead of Friday's runoff vote to elect the country's new president. (AP video by Saeed Sarmadi and Mohsen Ganji).
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            1 of 5 | Reformist candidate for the Iran's presidential election Masoud Pezeshkian clenches his fists during a campaign rally in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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Reformist candidate for the Iran's presidential election Masoud Pezeshkian clenches his fists during a campaign rally in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            2 of 5 | Supporters of reformist candidate for the Iran's presidential election Masoud Pezeshkian, shown in the poster, attend a campaign rally in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            4 of 5 | A supporter of the reformist candidate for the Iran's presidential election Masoud Pezeshkian holds his electoral poster and flag in a campaign rally in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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A supporter of the reformist candidate for the Iran's presidential election Masoud Pezeshkian holds his electoral poster and flag in a campaign rally in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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            5 of 5 | Reformist candidate for the Iran's presidential election Masoud Pezeshkian, center, sits next to his daughter Zahra and former Vice-President Mohammad Reza Aref during a campaign rally in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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Reformist candidate for the Iran's presidential election Masoud Pezeshkian, center, sits next to his daughter Zahra and former Vice-President Mohammad Reza Aref during a campaign rally in Tehran, Iran, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Vahid Salemi)
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                                        DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) -- After the 2022 death of Mahsa Amini, Iranian lawmaker Masoud Pezeshkian wrote that it was "unacceptable in the Islamic Republic to arrest a girl for her hijab and then hand over her dead body to her family." 
Days later as nationwide protests and a bloody crackdown on all dissent took hold, he warned that those "insulting the supreme leader ... will create nothing except long-lasting anger and hatred in the society."
The stances by Pezeshkian, now a 69-year-old candidate for Iran's next president, highlight the dualities of being a reformist politician within Iran's Shiite theocracy -- always pushing for change but never radically challenging the system overseen by Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 
After Iran's June 28 presidential election saw the lowest turnout in history, Pezeshkian now must convince a public angered by years of economic pain and bloody crackdowns to go vote in a runoff poll on Friday -- even though a majority of them earlier decided not to cast ballots at all. 

    


"We are losing our backing in the society, because of our behavior, high prices, our treatment of girls and because we censor the internet," Pezeshkian said at a televised debate Monday night. "People are discontent with us because of our behavior."




Pezeshkian will face the hard-line former nuclear negotiator Saeed Jalili in Friday's election. Jalili already may hold an edge as another hard-liner knocked out in last week's election, parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf, urged his supporters to back him. 

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


Pezeshkian has aligned himself with other moderate and reformist figures during his campaign to replace the late President Ebrahim Raisi, a hard-line protege of Khamenei killed in a helicopter crash in May. His main advocate has been former Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, who reached Iran's 2015 nuclear deal with world powers that saw sanctions lifted in exchange for the atomic program being drastically curtailed. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Iranian rushed into the streets in a carnival-like expression of hope that the deal would finally see their country enter the international community. But in 2018, then-President Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew America from the accord, setting in motion a series of attacks across the wider Middle East. Iran now enriches uranium to near-weapons-grade levels while having a large enough stockpile to build several bombs if it chose. 

    


That, coupled with the bloody crackdown on dissent that followed nationwide protests over Amini's death and the mandatory hijab, have fueled voters' disenchantment. Pezeshkian has offered comments suggesting he wants better relations with the West, a return to the atomic accord and less enforcement of the hijab law. 
"The inclusion of the reformist Pezeshkian, who was likely qualified by authorities to boost voter turnout, failed to halt the trend of declining participation," the geopolitical risk firm the Eurasia Group said in an analysis Tuesday. "Regardless of who wins the runoff, it is clear that the majority of Iranians have little faith in the governing system, regard elections to be sham affairs and are unlikely to participate even when an ostensible reformist is on the ballot." 

    


Pezeshkian was born Sept. 29, 1954, in Mahabad in northwestern Iran to an Azeri father and a Kurdish mother. He speaks Azeri and long has focused on the affairs of Iran's vast minority ethnic groups. Like many, he served in the Iran-Iraq war, sending medical teams to the battlefront. 
He became a heart surgeon and served as the head of the Tabriz University of Medical Sciences. However, personal tragedy shaped his life after a 1994 car crash killed his wife, Fatemeh Majidi, and a daughter. The doctor never remarried and raised his remaining two sons and a daughter alone. 
Pezeshkian entered politics first as the country's deputy health minister and later as the health minister under the administration of reformist President Mohammad Khatami. 
Almost immediately, he found himself involved in the struggle between hard-liners and reformists, attending the autopsy of Zahra Kazemi, a freelance photographer who held both Canadian and Iranian citizenship. She was detained while taking pictures at a protest at Tehran's notorious Evin prison, was tortured and died in custody. 

    


In 2006, Pezeshkian was elected as a lawmaker representing Tabriz. He later served as a deputy parliament speaker and backed reformist and moderate causes, though analysts often described him more as an "independent" than allied with the voting blocs. That independent label also has been embraced by Pezeshkian in the campaign. 
Yet Pezeshkian at the same time honored Iran's paramilitary Revolutionary Guard, on one occasion wearing its uniform to parliament. He repeatedly criticized the United States and praised the Guard for shooting down an American drone in 2019, saying it "delivered a strong punch in the mouth of the Americans and proved to them that our country will not surrender." 

    


In 2011, Pezeshkian registered to run for president, but withdrew his candidacy. In 2021, he found himself and other prominent candidates barred from running by authorities, allowing an easy win for Raisi. 
In this campaign, Pezeshkian's advocates have sought to contrast him against the "Taliban" policies of Jalili. His campaign slogan is "For Iran," a possible play on the popular song by the Grammy Awarding-winning Iranian singer-songwriter Shervin Hajipour called "Baraye," or "For" in English. Hajipour has been sentenced to more than three years in prison over his anthem for the Amini protests. 
Yet it remains unclear if he'll get the votes this Friday after the low turnout last week, something the candidate has acknowledged.
"With all the noisy arguments between me and him, only 40% (of eligible voters) voted," Pezeshkian acknowledged at his final televised debate with Jalili on Tuesday. "Sixty percent don't accept us. So people have issues with us."
___
Vahdat reported from Tehran, Iran. 
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Haiti's prime minister says Kenyan police are crucial to controlling gangs, early days are positive

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Haiti's Prime Minister Garry Conille told the Security Council on Wednesday that he welcomed the implementation of the multinational police mission to the country. Hundreds of Kenyan police officers arrived in Haiti on June 25 as part of a mission to help release the country from the tight hold of armed criminal gangs. (AP Video/Pierre Luxama)
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            1 of 10 | A Kenyan police officer patros an area near the international airport in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            2 of 10 | Kenyan police patrol an area near the international airport as a man holds a sign with a welcome message and a plea for jobs, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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            3 of 10 | A Kenyan police officer takes candid photos as Haitian and Kenyan police chat with each other at the entrance gate to the General Directorate of Police, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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A Kenyan police officer takes candid photos of a group of Haitians welcoming the officers, in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Odelyn Joseph)
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                                        UNITED NATIONS (AP) -- Haitian Prime Minister Garry Conille told the U.N. Security Council on Wednesday that recently deployed Kenyan police will be crucial to helping control the country's gangs and moving toward democratic elections -- and he called feedback from their initial days in the capital "extremely, extremely positive."
He said his government will focus on addressing gang violence and food insecurity, ensuring free elections through constitutional and political reform, and rebuilding public trust in the police.
On June 25, the initial contingent of 200 Kenyan police arrived in Port-au-Prince. Kenya has pledged 1,000 police to the international police force and Conille said the next contingent will be arriving "very soon." They will later be joined by police from the Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Chad and Jamaica in the force that will total 2,500 personnel.

    


Haiti asked for an international force to combat gangs in 2022, and U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres appealed for months for a country to lead the force before the Kenyans came forward.
The gangs have grown in power since the July 7, 2021, assassination of President Jovenel Moise and are now estimated to control up to 80% of the capital. The surge in killings, rapes and kidnappings has led to a violent uprising by civilian vigilante groups.




Conille, a former U.N. development specialist, took up his post as prime minister last month after being voted in by a transitional council.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

With the help of the international police force, Conille is tasked with stabilizing the country in preparation for democratic elections in February 2026.
"More than ever Haiti must mobilize all the necessary and available resources to make this transition the last one, a transition that could set it on the path toward peace, security and sustainable development," Conille told the council.

    


He said Haiti intends to "redefine our approaches" to build "strong and effective institutions" by the time the police leave Haiti.
Since its arrival, the Kenyan police contingent has held "operational meetings" with the national police and started "joint operations" for the mission, Kenya's U.N. Ambassador Njambi Kinyungu said.
In February, gangs launched coordinated attacks on government infrastructure, including roads, prisons, and the Port-au-Prince airport, eventually leading Prime Minister Ariel Henry to resign in April.
The violence has resulted in the displacement of 580,000 people, more than half of whom are children, according to the U.N. children's agency, UNICEF. The World Food Program reports that more than 4 million Haitians face food insecurity.
Conille called the country's history of foreign intervention a "mixed bag" that has included human rights abuses and a "lack of respect for sovereignty and local culture."
"Haiti must escape the spiral of security missions once and for all," the prime minister said.
Conille said the international police force will require "close coordination and constant communication between all the parties involved to ensure the mistakes of the past are not repeated."

    


U.N. Special Representative for Haiti Maria Isabel Salvador urged the international community to contribute to the fund financing the police operation.
Kenya's Kinyungu and Foreign Minister Roberto Alvarez Gil of the Dominican Republic, which shares the island of Hispaniola with Haiti, also called for countries that have made pledges to the fund to deposit the money. Alvarez Gil said this should be done "as soon as possible."
The United States pledged $309 million to the police mission, the largest contribution of any country. Kinyungu said Kenya is "working closely with the United States" to distribute supplies in Haiti, but the U.S. funding has not yet arrived.
At the council meeting, Russian Ambassador Vassily Nebenzia criticized the U.S. for failing to prevent arms smuggling to Haiti's gangs.
"We do not see the current embargo doing anything to prevent the flow of arms from the U.S.," Nebenzia said. "If it wished to do so, Washington could have long tackled this problem."
Earlier, U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield said that the United States is "concerned about the illicit flow of arms into Haiti" and is "actively working to enforce the arms embargo."
___
Edith M. Lederer contributed to this report from the United Nations.
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Biden vows to keep running as signs point to rapidly eroding support for him on Capitol Hill

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A group of Democratic governors say they are standing behind President Joe Biden amid increasing calls from some in their party for him to leave the presidential race. (AP produced by Javier Arciga)
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            Democratic governors say Biden 'in it to win it' after debate, but are 'worried' about state of race

        
        
            A group of Democratic governors say they are standing behind President Joe Biden amid increasing calls from some in their party for him to leave the presidential race. (AP produced by Javier Arciga)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Democratic governors say Biden 'in it to win it' after debate, but are 'worried' about state of race
A group of Democratic governors say they are standing behind President Joe Biden amid increasing calls from some in their party for him to leave the presidential race. (AP produced by Javier Arciga)
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            Voters uneasy about Biden after presidential debate

        
        
            President Joe Biden's occasional struggles with focus may not be unusual for someone his age. But at 81 years old and seeking another four years in the White House, the moments when he's off his game have taken on a fresh resonance following his debate performance against Republican Donald Trump.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Voters uneasy about Biden after presidential debate
President Joe Biden's occasional struggles with focus may not be unusual for someone his age. But at 81 years old and seeking another four years in the White House, the moments when he's off his game have taken on a fresh resonance following his debate performance against Republican Donald Trump.
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            Could Democrats replace Biden as their nominee? Here's how it could happen, and why it's unlikely

        
        
            As President Joe Biden attempts to reassure supporters following his widely panned debate performance on Thursday, Democrats still worried about having him at the top of the ticket in November have few realistic options at their disposal.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Could Democrats replace Biden as their nominee? Here's how it could happen, and why it's unlikely
As President Joe Biden attempts to reassure supporters following his widely panned debate performance on Thursday, Democrats still worried about having him at the top of the ticket in November have few realistic options at their disposal.
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            1 of 5 | President Joe Biden speaks during a Medal of Honor Ceremony at the White House in Washington, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, posthumously honoring two U.S. Army privates who were part of a daring Union Army contingent that stole a Confederate train during the Civil War. U.S. Army Pvts. Philip G. Shadrach and George D. Wilson were captured by Confederates and executed by hanging. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            2 of 5 | Maryland Gov. Wes Moore speaks to reporters after meeting with President Joe Biden, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, at the White House in Washington, as New York Gov. Kathy Hochul and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz listen. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            3 of 5 | New York Gov. Kathy Hochul speaks to reporters after meeting with President Joe Biden, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, at the White House in Washington, as Maryland Gov. Wes Moore and Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz, right, listen. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin)
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            5 of 5 | President Joe Biden listens during a Medal of Honor ceremony at the White House in Washington, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, posthumously honoring two U.S. Army privates who were part of a daring Union Army contingent that stole a Confederate train during the Civil War. U.S. Army Pvts. Philip G. Shadrach and George D. Wilson were captured by Confederates and executed by hanging. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A defiant President Joe Biden vowed Wednesday to keep running for reelection, rejecting growing pressure from Democrats to withdraw after a disastrous debate performance raised questions about his readiness to keep campaigning, much less win in November. 
But increasingly ominous signs were mounting for the president. Two Democratic lawmakers have called on Biden to exit the race while a leading ally publicly suggested how the party might choose someone else. And senior aides said they believed he might only have a matter of days to show he was up to the challenge before anxiety in the party boils over. 
"Let me say this as clearly as I possibly can as simply and straightforward as I can: I am running ... no one's pushing me out," Biden said on a call with staffers from his reelection campaign. "I'm not leaving. I'm in this race to the end and we're going to win." 

    


In his private conversations, Biden was focused on efforts to course correct from his rocky debate and on the threat that, in his view, former President Donald Trump poses to the country, as he scoured for feedback on what went wrong last Thursday in Atlanta and took responsibility for his performance. 




"We had a direct, open, clear-eyed conversation about the debate, his thoughts on what happened and why it wasn't his best evening or best debate," Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del., who spoke with Biden on Tuesday, said in an interview with the Associated Press. "He wanted advice. He was asking earnestly for input and comment on what he should do to restore confidence and support, and what's the best path forward." 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


Coons, the president's closest ally on Capitol Hill, said Biden clearly understood the urgency, the difficulty and the importance of the election, as the senator advised that the president do more unscripted, open-ended events to restore confidence in his candidacy. The two also spoke about Biden's schedule and its impact on his political efforts, particularly as he balances that task with critical governing tasks such as the NATO summit in Washington next week. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Biden's efforts to pull multiple levers to salvage his faltering reelection include his impromptu appearance with campaign aides, private conversations with senior lawmakers, a weekend blitz of travel and a network television interview. But he was confronting serious indications that support for him was rapidly eroding on Capitol Hill and among other allies. 

    


Rep. Raul Grijalva, D-Ariz., told The New York Times that though he backs Biden as long as he is a candidate, this "is an opportunity to look elsewhere" and what Biden "needs to do is shoulder the responsibility for keeping that seat -- and part of that responsibility is to get out of this race."
Senior advisers say they believe the 81-year-old Biden may have mere days to mount a convincing display of his fitness for office before his party's panic over his debate performance and anger about his response boils over, according to two people with knowledge who insisted on anonymity to more freely discuss strategy. The president accepts the urgency of the task -- having reviewed the polling and mountains of media coverage -- but he is convinced he can do that in the coming days and insistent that he will not step out of the race, they said. 

    


Biden met for more than hour at the White House on Wednesday night, in person and virtually, with more than 20 Democratic governors who afterward described the conversation as "candid" but said they were standing behind Biden despite being concerned about a Trump victory in November. 
"The president is our nominee. The president is our party leader," said Gov. Wes Moore of Maryland. He added that, in the meeting, Biden "was very clear that he's in this to win."
Despite such reassuring sentiments, a major Democratic donor, Netflix co-founder Reed Hastings, also called on the president to exit the race, saying, "Biden needs to step aside to allow a vigorous Democratic leader to beat Trump and keep us safe and prosperous." The statement was first reported by The New York Times.

    


And all that followed Rep. Jim Clyburn, a longtime Biden friend and confidant, saying he'd back a "mini-primary" in the run-up to the Democratic National Convention next month if Biden were to leave the race. The South Carolina Democrat floated an idea that appeared to be laying the groundwork for alternative choices by delegates during the Democrats' planned virtual roll call that is scheduled before the more formal party convention set to begin Aug. 19 in Chicago. 
On CNN, Clyburn said Vice President Kamala Harris, governors and others could join the competition: "It would be fair to everybody."
Clyburn, a senior lawmaker who is a former member of his party's House leadership team, said he has not personally seen the president act as he did on the debate stage last week and called it "concerning." 

    


And even as other Democratic allies have remained quiet since Thursday's debate, there is a growing private frustration about the Biden campaign's response to his disastrous debate performance at a crucial moment in the campaign -- particularly in Biden waiting several days to do direct damage control with senior members of his own party. 
One Democratic aide said the lacking response has been worse than the debate performance itself, saying lawmakers who support Biden want to see him directly combatting the concerns about his stamina in front of reporters and voters. The aide was granted anonymity to candidly discuss interparty dynamics.
Most Democratic lawmakers are taking a wait-and-see approach with Biden, though, holding out for a better idea of how the situation plays out through new polling and Biden's scheduled ABC News interview, according to Democratic lawmakers who requested anonymity to speak bluntly about the president. 
When Texas Rep. Lloyd Doggett, who called on Biden to leave the race this week, shopped around his move for support from other Democratic lawmakers, he had no takers and eventually issued a statement on his own, according to a person familiar with the effort granted anonymity to discuss it. 
But there was also a sense that the waiting period will soon expire if Biden does not step up his outreach to Capitol Hill or prove otherwise that he's up to the job.
Some suggested Harris was emerging as the favorite to replace Biden if he were to withdraw, although those involved in private discussions acknowledge that Govs. Gavin Newsom of California and Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan remain viable alternatives. But for some insiders, Harris is viewed as the best prospect to quickly unify the party and avoid a messy and divisive convention fight.
Even as pressure around Biden mounted, he and Harris made a surprise appearance on an all-staff reelection campaign call and offered a pep talk. They stressed how important it was to beat Trump, the presumptive nominee, in November and returned to Biden's previous post-debate vow that when he gets knocked down, he gets up again. 
"Just as we beat Donald Trump in 2020, we're going to beat him again in 2024," said Biden, who told participants that he would not be dragged out of the race. Harris added: "We will not back down. We will follow our president's lead. We will fight, and we will win."
White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre was asked during her briefing with reporters whether Biden would consider stepping down. "Absolutely not," she said.
"I cannot lay out something that would change the president's mind," Jean-Pierre said about Biden continuing to seek a second term. 
Still, Democrats are unsatisfied with the explanations of Biden's debate performance, from both White House staff and the president himself. And there is a deeper frustration among some in the party who feel that Biden should have handled questions about his stumbling debate performance much sooner and that he has put them in a difficult position by staying in the race.
The Leadership Now Project, a group of business executives, academics and thought leaders, said in a letter that the "threat of a second Trump term" is great enough that Biden should "pass the torch of this year's presidential nomination to the next generation of highly capable Democrats." 
Trump's campaign issued a statement noting that "every Democrat" now calling on the president "to quit was once a supporter of Biden."
Trump had a slight lead over Biden in two polls of voters conducted after last week's debate. One poll, conducted by SSRS for CNN, found that three-quarters of voters -- including more than half of Democratic voters -- said the party has a better chance of winning the presidency in November with a candidate other than Biden.
About 7 in 10 voters, and 45% of Democrats, said Biden's physical and mental ability is a reason to vote against him, according to the CNN/SSRS poll.
And about 6 in 10 voters, including about one-quarter of Democrats, said reelecting Biden would be a risky choice for the country rather than a safe one, according to a New York Times/Siena College poll. That poll found that Democrats were split on whether Biden should remain the nominee.
Biden campaign pollster Molly Murphy said "today's polling doesn't fundamentally change the course of the race." 
In a further effort to boost morale, Biden chief of staff Jeff Zients urged White House aides during an all-staff meeting to tune out the "noise" and focus on the task of governing.
Biden himself began making personal outreach on his own, speaking privately with senior Democratic lawmakers such as Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer of New York, House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries of New York, former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Coons and Clyburn.
___
Associated Press writers Mary Clare Jalonick, Zeke Miller, Colleen Long, Josh Boak and Amelia Thomson-DeVeaux in Washington and Michael Liedtke in San Francisco contributed to this report.
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Hurricane Beryl roars by Jamaica after killing at least 7 people in the southeast Caribbean

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Fishermen in Barbados on Wednesday were assessing the damage caused to their vessels after Hurricane Beryl swept through the southeast Caribbean. (AP video/Ricardo Mazalan)
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            Fishermen in Barbados assess the damage to their boats from Hurricane Beryl

        
        
            Fishermen in Barbados on Wednesday were assessing the damage caused to their vessels after Hurricane Beryl swept through the southeast Caribbean. (AP video/Ricardo Mazalan)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Fishermen in Barbados assess the damage to their boats from Hurricane Beryl
Fishermen in Barbados on Wednesday were assessing the damage caused to their vessels after Hurricane Beryl swept through the southeast Caribbean. (AP video/Ricardo Mazalan)
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            The destructive impact of Hurricane Beryl in photos

        
        
            Hurricane Beryl strengthened to Category 5 status late Monday after it ripped doors, windows and roofs off homes across the southeastern Caribbean with devastating winds and storm surge fueled by the Atlantic's record warmth.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        The destructive impact of Hurricane Beryl in photos
Hurricane Beryl strengthened to Category 5 status late Monday after it ripped doors, windows and roofs off homes across the southeastern Caribbean with devastating winds and storm surge fueled by the Atlantic's record warmth.
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            Wind and rain pick up in Jamaica as Beryl leaves swathe of damage in southeast Caribbean

        
        
            Hurricane Beryl was roaring by Jamaica, bringing fierce winds and heavy rain after the powerful Category 4 storm earlier killed at least six people and caused significant damage in the southeast Caribbean. (AP video shot by Henly Trail)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Wind and rain pick up in Jamaica as Beryl leaves swathe of damage in southeast Caribbean
Hurricane Beryl was roaring by Jamaica, bringing fierce winds and heavy rain after the powerful Category 4 storm earlier killed at least six people and caused significant damage in the southeast Caribbean. (AP video shot by Henly Trail)
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            1 of 13 | Furniture store employees board up windows for protection ahead of Hurricane Beryl's expected arrival, in Playa del Carmen, Mexico, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            2 of 13 | People lounge on the beach as the sun sets ahead of Hurricane Beryl's expected arrival, in Playa del Carmen, Mexico, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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People lounge on the beach as the sun sets ahead of Hurricane Beryl's expected arrival, in Playa del Carmen, Mexico, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            3 of 13 | This image provided by NASA shows Hurricane Beryl from the International Space Station on Sunday, July 1, 2024. Beryl was roaring toward Jamaica on Wednesday, July 3, with islanders scrambling to make preparations after the powerful Category 4 storm earlier killed at least six people and caused significant damage in the southeast Caribbean. (NASA via AP)
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This image provided by NASA shows Hurricane Beryl from the International Space Station on Sunday, July 1, 2024. Beryl was roaring toward Jamaica on Wednesday, July 3, with islanders scrambling to make preparations after the powerful Category 4 storm earlier killed at least six people and caused significant damage in the southeast Caribbean. (NASA via AP)
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            4 of 13 | A man covers the windows of a building to protect it from the incoming Hurricane Beryl in Kingston, Jamaica, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Collin Reid)
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            5 of 13 | Fishing boats lie in the middle of the street for protection from Hurricane Beryl in Kingston, Jamaica, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Collin Reid)
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            6 of 13 | Workers dismantle an advertisement board to protect it from Hurricane Beryl in Kingston, Jamaica, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Collin Reid)
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            7 of 13 | Fishermen play dominoes after pulling their boats out of the water to protect them from Hurricane Beryl in Kingston, Jamaica, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Collin Reid)
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            8 of 13 | Tourists swim in the ocean ahead of Hurricane Beryl's expected arrival in Cancun, Mexico, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            9 of 13 | Workers remove an advertisement from a billboard for protection ahead of Hurricane Beryl's expected arrival, in Playa del Carmen, Mexico, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            10 of 13 | Furniture store employees board up windows for protection ahead of Hurricane Beryl's expected arrival, in Playa del Carmen, Mexico, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            11 of 13 | A Mexican soldier stands guard on a beach ahead of Hurricane Beryl's expected arrival, in Cancun, Mexico, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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            12 of 13 | State employees evacuate turtle eggs from the beach to protect them from the incoming Hurricane Beryl, in Cancun, Mexico, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Fernando Llano)
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                                        KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) -- Hurricane Beryl was roaring by Jamaica Wednesday, bringing fierce winds and heavy rain after the powerful Category 4 storm earlier killed at least seven people and caused significant damage in the southeast Caribbean. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

The U.S. National Hurricane Center said Beryl's eyewall was "brushing the south coast of Jamaica."
Wind-whipped rain pounded the island for hours as residents heeded authorities' call to shelter until the storm had passed. Power was knocked out in much of the capital.
Prime Minister Andrew Holness said on Wednesday afternoon that nearly 500 people were placed in shelters.
By evening, he said that Jamaica has not seen the "worst of what could possibly happen."
"We can do as much as we can do, as humanly possible, and we leave the rest in the hands of God," Holness said.
Several roadways in the country's interior settlements were impacted by fallen trees and utility poles, while some communities in the northern section were without electricity, according to the government's information service.

    


Kingston resident Pauline Lynch said that she had stockpiled food and water in anticipation of the storm's arrival. With wind already driving rain, Lynch said, "I have no control over what is coming so I just have to pray that all people of Jamaica is safe and we don't suffer no deaths, no loss." 




By midday, winds already howled in the capital, turning the sea into churning whitecaps as Beryl's eye scraped by the island's southern coast. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We are very concerned about a wide variety of life threatening impacts in Jamaica," including storm surge, high winds and flash flooding, said Jon Porter, chief meteorologist at AccuWeather. 
Porter called Beryl "the strongest and most dangerous hurricane threat that Jamaica has faced, probably, in decades."
A hurricane warning was in effect for Jamaica, Grand Cayman, Little Cayman and Cayman Brac, and the coast of the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico from Puerto Costa Maya to Cancun. Beryl was forecast to weaken slightly over the next day or two, but still be at or near major-hurricane strength when it passes near the Cayman Islands on Thursday and into Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula late Thursday or Friday, according to the U.S. National Hurricane Center.

    


Jamaica was under a state of emergency as the island was declared a disaster zone hours before the impact of Beryl. Holness said that the disaster zone declaration will remain for the next seven days. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Hurricane Beryl roars toward Jamaica after killing at least 6 people in the southeast Caribbean
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports Jamaica prepares for Hurricane Beryl with evacuations, curfews and disaster declarations.

    

An evacuation order was in place for communities across Jamaica that are prone to flooding and landslides. Holness urged Jamaicans to move away from low-lying areas.
Mexico's Caribbean coast, meanwhile was preparing for Beryl. 
The head of Mexico's civil defense agency said that Beryl is expected to make a rare double strike on Mexico. Laura Velazquez said the hurricane is expected to make landfall along a relatively unpopulated stretch of the Caribbean coast between Tulum and the inland town of Felipe Carrillo Puerto. Because the coast there is largely made up of lagoons and mangroves, there are few resorts or hotels in the area south of Tulum. 

    


On Wednesday, Mexican government officials moved sea turtle eggs off Cancun beaches in an attempt to protect them from storm surge.
The hurricane is expected to weaken to a tropical storm as it crosses the Yucatan peninsula and reemerge over the weekend at storm strength into the Gulf of Mexico. Velazquez said that Beryl is then expected to hit Mexican territory a second time in the Gulf coast states of Veracruz or Tamaulipas, near the Texas border.
Late Monday, Beryl became the earliest storm to develop into a Category 5 hurricane in the Atlantic and peaked at winds of 165 mph (270 kph) Tuesday before weakening to a still-destructive Category 4. Late Wednesday night, the storm's center was about 560 miles (905 kilometers) east-southeast of Tulum, Mexico. It had maximum sustained winds of 130 mph (215 kph) and was moving west-northwest at 21 mph (32 kph). Hurricane strength winds extended 45 miles from the center.

    


In Miami, hurricane center director Michael Brennan in an online briefing said people on the island should plan to stay sheltered throughout the day Wednesday with conditions only beginning to improve overnight.
Jamaica's southern coast, where Kingston is located, was expected to bear the brunt of Beryl with coastal water levels rising to 6 or 9 feet (1.8 to 2.7 meters) above normal tide levels in some area.
Heavy rains of 4 to 8 inches, with up to a foot in isolated areas, threatened flash flooding and mudslides on the mountainous island, he said.
As Beryl barreled through the Caribbean Sea, rescue crews in southeastern islands fanned out to determine the extent of the damage the hurricane inflicted on Carriacou, an island in Grenada.
Michelle Forbes, the St. Vincent and Grenadines director of the National Emergency Management Organization, said that about 95% of homes in Mayreau and Union Island have been damaged by Hurricane Beryl.

    


Three people were reported killed in Grenada and Carriacou and another in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, officials said. Three other deaths were reported in northern Venezuela, where five people are missing, officials said. About 25,000 people in that area also were affected by heavy rainfall from Beryl.
One fatality in Grenada occurred after a tree fell on a house, Kerryne James, the environment minister, told The Associated Press. 
Grenada's Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell said Tuesday there was no power, roads are impassable and the possible rise of the death toll "remains a grim reality."
St. Vincent and the Grenadines Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves has promised to rebuild the archipelago. 
The last strong hurricane to hit the southeast Caribbean was Hurricane Ivan 20 years ago, which killed dozens of people in Grenada.
___
Associated Press writers Mark Stevenson in Mexico City, Coral Murphy Marcos in San Juan, Puerto Rico and Lucanus Ollivierre in Kingstown, St. Vincent and Grenadines contributed to this report. 
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Leaders of Russia and China meet at a Central Asian summit in a show of deepening cooperation

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Russian President Vladimir Putin said that ties between Moscow and Beijing were "experiencing the best period in their history," during a meeting with Chinese leader Xi Jinping on Wednesday as they attended the Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit in Kazakhstan.
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            1 of 21 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, listens to Kazakhstan's President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev during their meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Sergei Guneyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            2 of 21 | Russian President Vladimir Putin listens to Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev during their meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Sergei Guneyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            3 of 21 | In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, left, and Chinese President Xi Jinping attend an official welcome ceremony at the palace in Astana, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office via AP)
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In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, left, and Chinese President Xi Jinping attend an official welcome ceremony at the palace in Astana, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office via AP)
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            4 of 21 | In this handout photo released by Turkish Presidency, Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, left, meets with Russian President Vladimir Putin on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Turkish Presidency via AP)
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            5 of 21 | In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, right back to camera, and Chinese President Xi Jinping, left back to camera, pose for a photo as they arrive to attend an official welcome ceremony at the palace in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office via AP)
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            6 of 21 | Russian President Vladimir Putin shakes hands with diplomats upon his arrival at the international airport in Astana, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 21
Russian President Vladimir Putin shakes hands with diplomats upon his arrival at the international airport in Astana, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 21 | FILE - Chinese President Xi Jinping, right, and Russian President Vladimir Putin look toward each other as they shake hands prior to their talks in Beijing, China, Thursday, May 16, 2024. Putin and Xi will meet Thursday for the second time in as many months as they attend the Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit in Astana, Kazakhstan. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            8 of 21 | In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping, second right, attend an official welcome ceremony at the palace in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office via AP)
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In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping, second right, attend an official welcome ceremony at the palace in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office via AP)
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            9 of 21 | Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures during a meeting with Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Sergey Guneyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            10 of 21 | FILE - Chinese President Xi Jinping attends a signing ceremony with Russian President Vladimir Putin, following their talks in Beijing, China, on Thursday, May 16, 2024. Putin and Xi will meet Thursday for the second time in as many months as they travel to Kazakhstan for a session of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. (Sergei Bobylev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            11 of 21 | FILE - U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres listens to a speech during the opening of the High-Level Segment of the 55th session of the Human Rights Council at the European headquarters of the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland, on Feb. 26, 2024. U.N. Guterres will attend a session of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit in Astana, Kazakhstan. (Salvatore Di Nolfi/Keystone via AP, File)
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            12 of 21 | FILE - Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko attends a joint statement with Russian President Vladimir Putin following talks at the Palace of Independence in Minsk, Belarus, on May 24, 2024. Lukashenko will attend the Shanghai Cooperation Organization summit in Astana, Kazakhstan. as his nation becomes a full member of the group. (Mikhail Metzel, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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            13 of 21 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, left, speaks to Kazakhstan's Prime Minister Olzhas Bektenov upon his arrival at the international airport in Astana, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Gavriil Grigorov, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            14 of 21 | In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping pose for a photo prior to their talks at the palace in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 21
In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping pose for a photo prior to their talks at the palace in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office via AP)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            15 of 21 | In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping listen to the anthem as they attend an official welcome ceremony at the palace in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office via AP)
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            16 of 21 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan shake hands during their meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Sergey Guneyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            17 of 21 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan attend a meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Sergei Guneyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Turkey's President Recep Tayyip Erdogan attend a meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Sergei Guneyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            18 of 21 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping shake hands as they pose for photos during their meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Sergey Guneyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping shake hands as they pose for photos during their meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Sergey Guneyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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            19 of 21 | In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, right, and U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres pose for a photo during their meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office via AP)
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In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, right, and U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres pose for a photo during their meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office via AP)
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            20 of 21 | In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, right, and Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev pose for a photo during their meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office via AP)
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In this photo released by Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office, President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, right, and Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev pose for a photo during their meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, on Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Kazakhstan's Presidential Press Office via AP)
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            21 of 21 | Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping shake hands during their meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Sergey Guneyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping shake hands during their meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Sergey Guneyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping met Wednesday for the second time in as many months as they visited Kazakhstan for a session of an international group founded to counter Western alliances.
Putin and Xi last got together in May when the Kremlin leader visited Beijing to underscore their close partnership that opposes the U.S.-led democratic order and seeks to promote a more "multipolar" world.
Now they'll be holding meetings amid the annual session of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization taking place Wednesday and Thursday in the Kazakh capital of Astana. A look at the summit:
What is the Shanghai Cooperation Organization?
The Shanghai Cooperation Organization was established in 2001 by China and Russia to discuss security concerns in Central Asia and the wider region, Other members are Iran, India, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. Observer states and dialogue partners include Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Egypt.

    


Who's attending this year?
Besides Putin and Xi, and summit host President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, other leaders there will be Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif of Pakistan, President Shavkat Mirziyoyev of Uzbekistan, President Emomali Rakhmon of Tajikistan, and President Sadyr Zhaparov of Kyrgyzstan. President Alexander Lukashenko of Belarus will attend because his nation is becoming a full member.




Iran is still choosing a successor to President Ebrahim Raisi, killed in a helicopter crash in May, with a runoff election Friday, so acting President Mohammad Mokhbar will attend.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Other guests of the SCO include President Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey and President Ilham Aliyev of Azerbaijan.
Also present will be U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres, who is visiting Central Asia. Guterres wants "to position the U.N. as an inclusive organization that's talking to all the big clubs," said Alexander Gabuev, director of the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center.

    


What SCO leaders won't be there?
Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India is sending his foreign minister. Indian media reports speculated the recently reelected Modi was busy with the parliament session that began last week. He attended the recent Group of Seven summit in Italy, and some reports also speculated he wants to balance India's relationship with Russia and the West.
What are their goals?
Putin wants to show that Russia isn't isolated over Western sanctions from the invasion of Ukraine in 2022. 
An arrest warrant has been issued for him by the International Criminal Court for war crimes, accusing him of personal responsibility for abductions of children from Ukraine. Kazakhstan is not party to the Rome Statute and thus is not obliged to arrest him.
For Putin, the meeting is about "prestige and the symbolic optics that he's not alone," Gabuev said.
Indeed, the Russian leader on Wednesday had multiple meetings with other leaders on the sidelines of the summit, all diligently aired by Russian state TV. 
At a meeting with Xi on Wednesday, Putin hailed the SCO as "one of the key pillars of a fair, multipolar world order," and said ties between Moscow and Beijing are "experiencing the best period in their history."

    


Both face soaring tensions with the West and have met about 40 times.
Their meeting in China in May underscored Beijing's diplomatic support for Moscow and how it's a top market for its oil and gas. Russia has relied on Beijing as a main source of high-tech imports to keep its military machine running.
The SCO helps China project its influence, especially across Central Asia and the Global South. Xi called for "bridges of communication" between countries last week and wants to further promote China as an alternative to the U.S. and its allies.
Erdogan also met with Putin, whose expected visits to Turkey haven't materialized. The leader of the NATO member has balanced relations with both Russia and Ukraine since the war began, frequently offering to serve as a mediator.
For host Kazakhstan and the other Central Asian nations, the meeting is a way to further their cooperation with bigger, more powerful neighbors. Kazakhstan, for instance, frequently engages with both neighboring Russia and China, while also pursuing links with the West, with visits this year from U.S. Secretary of State Anthony Blinken and British Foreign Secretary David Cameron.

    


What will be discussed?
Countering terrorism is a key focus. Russia had what it has called two terrorist attacks this year, with more 145 people killed by gunmen at a Moscow concert hall in March, and at least 21 people were killed in attacks on police and houses of worship in the southern republic of Dagestan in June. In the March violence, the U.S. warned Russian officials about the possibility of an attack -- information that was dismissed by Moscow. 
The SCO is not a collective security or economic alliance, and there are "significant security differences between its members," said Nigel Gould-Davies, a senior fellow for Russia and Eurasia with the International Institute for Strategic Studies in London and a former British ambassador to Belarus. The "principal value" of the organization lies in the optics of non-Western countries gathering together, he added.

    


Gabuev agreed, saying the SCO is a place for conversation rather than a platform where "collective decisions are made, implemented and have an impact." 
This year, close Moscow ally Belarus will become a full member of the organization, and its admission indicates how Russia wants to bolster blocs of non-Western countries. Gould-Davies said the SCO is raising its profile "by growing its membership rather than by deepening its cooperation."
Are there tensions within the SCO?
Political differences among some of SCO members -- such as India and Pakistan over disputed Kashmir -- also make it difficult to reach collective agreement on some issues.
China has backed Moscow amid the fighting in Ukraine, but at a meeting of the SCO in 2022, Putin referred to Beijing's unspecified "concerns" over the conflict. India's Modi then called for an end to the fighting without voicing explicit disapproval of Moscow's action.
The Central Asian countries balance relations with Russia and China while also remaining on good terms with Western nations. None of the five former Soviet republics in Central Asia have publicly backed the war, although all abstained on a U.N. vote condemning it.
Guterres may use the meeting to talk to Putin about how Russia is "disrupting the coherence of the U.N.," Gabuev said. Russia has vetoed U.N. Security Council sanctions on monitoring North Korea and a vote on stopping an arms race in outer space.
With Guterres unlikely to visit Moscow, the Astana meeting is likely his best chance to speak to Putin, Gabuev added.
Will Ukraine be discussed?
Neither Ukraine nor any of its Western backers are attending, and major talks -- or breakthroughs -- on the war are not expected.
But because it's rare these days for any meeting to include the heads of Russia, China, Turkey and the U.N., the possibility of talks about the war might be raised, at least on the peripheries of the summit, probably behind closed doors.
There could be "a lot of sideline discussions on Ukraine, as it is a big issue which concerns all of us," a senior Kazakh official told The Associated Press. The official was not authorized to talk publicly, and thus spoke on condition of anonymity.
Gabuev said Putin will try to show there's a "big club of countries" that are "ambivalent" toward the war in Ukraine.
---
Burrows reported from London. Associated Press writers Simina Mistreanu in Taipei, Taiwan, Krutika Pathi in New Delhi, and Suzan Fraser in Ankara, Turkey, contributed to this report.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden's conduct behind closed doors, in the Oval Office, on Air Force One and in meetings around the world is described in the same dual way by those who regularly see him in action. 

He is often sharp and focused. But he also has moments, particularly later in the evening, when his thoughts seem jumbled and he trails off mid-sentence or seems confused. Sometimes he doesn't grasp the finer points of policy details. He occasionally forgets people's names, stares blankly and moves slowly around the room. 

Biden's occasional struggles with focus may not be unusual for someone his age. But at 81 years old and seeking another four years in the White House, the moments when he's off his game have taken on a fresh resonance following his disastrous debate performance against Republican Donald Trump. The president appeared pale, gave nonsensical answers, stared blankly and lost his train of thought.





    



The June 27 faceoff alarmed Democrats and his financial backers, in part, because Biden seemed so much worse than during the almost routine moments when he's less sharp. And that has raised questions about whether he's up for a campaign that's only going to get nastier and whether he can effectively govern for another four years if he wins.

"We understand the concerns. We get it," White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said this week. But she insisted Biden has no intention of stepping away from the campaign. "The president is clear-eyed and he is staying in the race." 

    
    The debate was a critical moment in Joe Biden and Donald Trump's presidential rematch to make their cases before a national television audience. But debate-watchers seem to agree that Biden had a bad night.

	Biden is defiantly vowing to keep running for reelection. The growing pressure from within his Democratic Party to withdraw continues after a disastrous debate performance raised questions about his readiness. "No one is pushing me out," Biden says.
	Kamala Harris is holding the line for Biden. At campaign events, she concedes that Biden didn't do well but emphasizes the stakes of the election as she tries to rally anxious Democrats.
	Donald Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee, has kept a low profile. The strategy comes as Trump and his campaign revel in a series of legal and political victories heading into the Republican National Convention.
	 A cold, too much prep, not feeling great and jet lag: Here are President Joe Biden's evolving reasons for his terrible performance in last week's presidential debate.



    





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


But there have been other notable signs in recent weeks, from Biden's constrained itinerary during a recent visit to France to his flat demeanor during a big-dollar Hollywood fundraiser with top stars. 

This story is based on interviews with two dozen people who have spent time with the president privately, some of whom were granted anonymity to discuss interactions that were not intended to be public. 

    




How he is in private is how he often is in public -- uneven 

The way Biden acts in private, according to regular observers, often tracks how he comes off publicly. In both settings, he can be commanding one day and halting another. 

A day after his debate blunder, Biden's voice at a North Carolina rally was forceful, his eyes alert, his delivery confident. As he spoke, cheers filled the room. 

"I give you my word as a Biden. I would not be running again if I didn't believe with all my heart and soul I can do this job," he told supporters. "Because, quite frankly, the stakes are too high."

But sometimes, Biden speaks so softly that it is difficult to make out his words even with a microphone. He'll stop mid-sentence and trail off during speeches. At other times he runs the room, leading the audience, joking and shaking hands with thrilled supporters, in clear command of the moment. His gait is often stiff, but sometimes he jogs. 

His State of the Union speech earlier this year was widely seen as a confident and fiery speech that showed he was ready to take on Trump. 

Through it all, public concern about Biden's fitness for another four years has been persistent. In an August 2023 poll from The Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research, fully 77% of U.S. adults said Biden was too old to be effective for four more years. Not only did 89% of Republicans say that, but so did 69% of Democrats. 

    




Missed opportunities to manage the issue 

One person who spends time with Biden regularly said there have been visible signs of his aging over the past year that the president's team has failed to fully address. The debate performance accelerated concerns about what was already a slow-moving problem, even if Biden has offered assurances that he can still effectively govern. 

Biden's advisers have long been aggressively dismissive of questions about his age. But now they're acknowledging that Biden's slowdown is undeniable. The debate has forced the president to more frontally acknowledge the limitations of his age, when before he largely made light of it. But they've taken only largely cosmetic steps to minimize its prominence in the public eye. 

They've reduced his use of a long staircase to board Air Force One in favor of a shorter one, and aides often accompany him when he walks in public to make his stiff gait less noticeable. While his schedule remains busy, aides have built-in recovery stretches -- long weekends or extended stays in Delaware at his Wilmington and Rehoboth Beach homes or at Camp David, the presidential retreat in Maryland -- to rest up after a grueling period of travel.

    



Three French officials who helped organize Biden's visit to France earlier this month said their U.S. counterparts' reactions to options offered for a state visit in Paris and D-Day commemorations in Normandy made them think the president's health must be fragile.

They were told the U.S. president needed some time to rest and they felt Biden's entourage was very protective of him. 

Biden's public interactions -- with journalists especially -- have been greatly limited under a mandate led by one of his top advisers, Anita Dunn. Even during major events with Democrats or other supporters, the White House sometimes limits how much time Biden spends with the audience, two people said. At best, it is a protective reflex meant to shield their longtime boss -- many at the White House have been with Biden for decades. But it also can look like an effort to hide something. 

    




A shift in strategy to get Biden out there more 

That strategy is shifting in the aftermath of the debate flop. After internal discussion within the campaign, the White House on Tuesday announced a public blitz: Biden will sit for an interview Friday with ABC's George Stephanopoulos. The president added a trip to Wisconsin on Friday, and will head to Philadelphia on Sunday. And he will hold a press conference during the NATO summit in Washington next week.

Biden's allies worry that the next inevitable misstep -- even if it's not of the magnitude of his debate disaster -- will resurrect voter concerns about the president's fitness for office. That no matter how hard he tries, Biden may never be able to fully get past it.

A growing body of misleading online videos isn't helping matters. In one clip, Biden stands very still during a Juneteenth musical performance at the White House, leading to talk he had "frozen." But Philonise Floyd, George Floyd's brother, was standing next to the president for the performance and disputed the tenor of the clip. "Joe was just standing there having fun," he told the AP. Floyd put his arm around Biden during the performance and said the two chatted a bit before the music started and had a great conversation. 

One clip, from France, made it seem like he tried to sit down when there wasn't a chair, but there was. 

In another widely circulated clip, Biden appears to wander off on a hilltop golf course outside Bari, Italy, during the Group of Seven summit earlier this month, his back turned to leaders who had begun to gather for a group photo.

In reality, he'd turned around to talk to skydivers who had landed behind the leaders, giving them a thumbs up and praising their feats. The entire scene was chaotic, with skydivers landing all around the leaders and hundreds of staff members standing on the other side of a rope. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    




Grueling foreign trips 



Those foreign trips can be grueling, even for the youngest and healthiest of leaders. And Biden did back-to-back trips in quick succession, first to France and then the G7 visit to Italy.

French officials involved in organizing the first trip said his schedule appeared lighter compared with most world leaders' state visits to the country. 

After the G7, where Biden appeared pale and his movements slow, he flew across nine time zones to Los Angeles for a glitzy Hollywood fundraiser. One person who spoke with Biden at the event was struck by how tired the president had seemed during backstage conversations, and grew more concerned when Biden seemed unable to turn it on for his 30-minute onstage conversation with late-night talk show host Jimmy Kimmel and former President Barack Obama.

The same person said that during a fundraiser in March, the president came off as vibrant and engaging and displayed the kind of charm that the person was accustomed to seeing over years of interactions.

During his debate prep sessions at Camp David, Biden seemed to be doing well -- ready to take on Trump. So his actual performance came as a shock even to those who were working with him, two of the people said. At a fundraiser this week, Biden offered up that he had still been recovering from the grueling travel 12 days earlier.

"I wasn't very smart. I decided to travel around the world a couple of times," Biden said. The president added that he "didn't listen to my staff" about travel and joked that he "fell asleep on stage" during the debate.


How Biden is on the job 



Many in the White House say the president is in command across both domestic issues and critical foreign policy problems, like the war in Ukraine and the Israel-Hamas conflict. 

"I have been with the president a number of times over the last 3 1/2 years on some of the most consequential kind of life, death or peace-type decisions, and also very high-stakes engagements with senior leaders," said Brett McGurk, a senior National Security Council official who coordinates the Middle East and North Africa. McGurk has worked for both Republican and Democratic administrations. 

"And what I have seen time and again -- repeatedly and consistently -- from the first week of the administration until now -- is a president who prepares for those engagements, who has very detailed and comprehensive briefs for those engagements, and then does the engagement, and then has very active follow-up."

One senior administration official described tense moments with Biden inside the Situation Room, including one on April 13, where over four intense hours Biden and others worked through reports of an imminent attack by Iran on Israel. Biden gamed out how to respond, and led complicated discussions with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and other G7 leaders, working to ensure there was no broader regional conflict.

Domestic policy adviser Neera Tanden said in recent weeks she has been in private meetings with Biden and in larger group settings on major policy issues, including potential citizenship for more migrants, new healthcare data and the FBI's crime statistics. She said the president was engaged, thorough and fully in command of the policies. 

"I take him very complicated issues, and he handles them," she said. "He understands how programs are complicated and interconnected, and he can connect things to experiences he's had a long time ago, or experiences they've had a few months ago."

New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy described a weekend fundraiser that raised millions for Biden. It included a sit-down meal where the president, first lady and governor chatted with supporters and took a round of unscripted questions. 

"He weighed in on all of the above, substantively -- I'll give you a smattering, universal pre-K, free community college, the Ukraine war, Middle East war, Federal Reserve, general economy, wage growth, job growth." 
Unsatisfied with the explanations 



Democrats, so far, have been largely unsatisfied with the explanations for Biden's debate performance from White House staff, his campaign and the president himself. And there is a deeper frustration among some who feel like the president should have handled this much sooner, and he has put them in a difficult position by staying in the race. 

Biden could decide to drop out of the race, but he can't be removed. So far only two active members of Congress have called for him to step aside, but there is growing anxiety on Capitol Hill about his ability to do the job and many are anxiously awaiting post-debate polling and waiting to see how he handles his Friday interview on ABC.

Another problem for Democrats: With the focus so squarely on Biden, there has been less attention paid to Trump, whose debate performance was riddled with falsehoods about the Jan. 6, 2021, Capitol riot, Democrats' views on abortion rights and his own revisionist comments about his response on a 2017 neo-Nazi rally. 

One Democratic ally expressed frustration that Biden's family members have not called on him to step aside for the sake of the top priority: Keeping Trump out of the White House. Instead, they're encouraging him to stay in the race. 
Only Biden's doctors can really answer 



Really, only Biden's personal physician can answer questions about the president's cognitive fitness -- and given the level of public concern, he should do so, said well-known aging researcher S. Jay Olshansky of the University of Illinois at Chicago.

One bad appearance on TV isn't enough to assess anyone's cognitive ability, Olshansky stressed, "even for those of us that study aging for a living." Without more insight, there's no way to know if the jet lag Biden has cited, or other factors, explain the performance, he said.

"I certainly know how it looks, and it did not look good. But can we attribute it to cognitive decline? Look, an hour after he was participating in that debate, and the day after, he looked back to his old self," Olshansky said. "But the fact that we don't know for sure is the problem."

"The only person that's ever examined the president from a medical perspective is his personal physician," he added. "The important message is that we don't know and we haven't heard from his physician. And until those issues are resolved it just seems to be a festering wound."

Biden's physician, Dr. Kevin O'Connor, deemed the president fit for duty after a February checkup that included a neurologic assessment. White House officials at the time said Biden wasn't given a specific cognitive test because O'Connor and the neurologist decided he didn't need one.

"His doctor's a very good one and he doesn't do unnecessary tests," Olshansky said. "So when he made the decision not to do it, that told us a compelling story about what he saw and what he didn't see -- which is no evidence of cognitive decline" at that time.

___

Corbet reported from Paris. Associated Press Writers Seung Min Kim, Mary Clare Jalonick, Josh Boak, Matthew Lee and Lauran Neergaard in Washington contributed to this report. 
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Migrants pause in the Amazon because getting to the US is harder. Most have no idea what lies ahead

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Dozens of migrants sleep in a mosquito-infested six-bedroom wooden shelter in the Brazilian Amazon, their dreams of a better life in the U.S. on hold because of President Joe Biden's halt on asylum. (AP Video: Lucas Dumphreys)
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            1 of 11 | Venezuelan migrants eat breakfast at a shelter in Assis, Brazil, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Migrants, police, officials and analysts say President Joe Biden's halt on asylum have caused a wait-and-see attitude among migrants staying in Brazil, placing their plans of reaching the U.S. on hold. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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            2 of 11 | Venezuelan migrants arrive in Assis, Brazil, Thursday, June 20, 2024, after crossing the Peruvian-Brazilian border. Migrants, police, officials and analysts say President Joe Biden's halt on asylum have caused a wait-and-see attitude among migrants staying in Brazil, placing their plans of reaching the U.S. on hold. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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Venezuelan migrants arrive in Assis, Brazil, Thursday, June 20, 2024, after crossing the Peruvian-Brazilian border. Migrants, police, officials and analysts say President Joe Biden's halt on asylum have caused a wait-and-see attitude among migrants staying in Brazil, placing their plans of reaching the U.S. on hold. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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            3 of 11 | Venezuelan migrant Johany "Flaca" Rodriguez carries her dog Kiko at a shelter in Assis, Brazil, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Rodriguez has been biding her time at the shelter because countrymen told her how difficult the journey to the U.S. has become. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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            4 of 11 | Venezuelan migrant Natalia Contreras tends to her children as they settle in to have breakfast at a shelter in Rio Branco, Brazil, Saturday, June 22, 2024. Migrants, police, officials and analysts say President Joe Biden's halt on asylum have caused a wait-and-see attitude among migrants staying in Brazil, placing their plans of reaching the U.S. on hold. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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Venezuelan migrant Natalia Contreras tends to her children as they settle in to have breakfast at a shelter in Rio Branco, Brazil, Saturday, June 22, 2024. Migrants, police, officials and analysts say President Joe Biden's halt on asylum have caused a wait-and-see attitude among migrants staying in Brazil, placing their plans of reaching the U.S. on hold. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 11 | Cuban migrant Miguel Hidalgo drinks a glass of milk during breakfast at a shelter Rio Branco, Brazil, Saturday, June 22, 2024. Hidalgo who tried to cross to the U.S. years ago says, "I like Brazil. I have been here for a short time, but people are not prejudiced against me, people are lovely," he said. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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            6 of 11 | Venezuelan migrant boys play with a toy gun, crafted from square tubing and rope, at a shelter in Assis, Brazil, Thursday, June 20, 2024. The city of Assis Brazil has little to offer to immigrants but the wooden shelter and a school gymnasium where the men can sleep. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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            7 of 11 | Venezuelan migrant Samuel Rodriguez stands on the grounds of the shelter in Assis, Brazil, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Migrants, police, officials and analysts say President Joe Biden's halt on asylum have caused a wait-and-see attitude among migrants staying in Brazil, placing their plans of reaching the U.S. on hold. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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            8 of 11 | Venezuelan migrants sit in a circle at a shelter in Rio Branco, Arce state, Brazil, Saturday, June 22, 2024. Brazil's westernmost state, Arce is a remote enclave in the middle of the rainforest. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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Venezuelan migrants sit in a circle at a shelter in Rio Branco, Arce state, Brazil, Saturday, June 22, 2024. Brazil's westernmost state, Arce is a remote enclave in the middle of the rainforest. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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            9 of 11 | Venezuelan migrants Alexandra Villarreal, left, and Alexander Martinez, holding their daughter Alexandra, stand on the grounds of the shelter in Assis, Brazil, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Martinez said he will stay as long as needed to get more cash and maybe in a year go to Houston, where he has family. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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Venezuelan migrants Alexandra Villarreal, left, and Alexander Martinez, holding their daughter Alexandra, stand on the grounds of the shelter in Assis, Brazil, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Martinez said he will stay as long as needed to get more cash and maybe in a year go to Houston, where he has family. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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            10 of 11 | Vietnamese migrants arrive at the airport in Rio Branco, Brazil, Friday, June 21, 2024. Migrants, police, officials and analysts say President Joe Biden's halt on asylum have caused a wait-and-see attitude among migrants staying in Brazil, placing their plans of reaching the U.S. on hold. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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Vietnamese migrants arrive at the airport in Rio Branco, Brazil, Friday, June 21, 2024. Migrants, police, officials and analysts say President Joe Biden's halt on asylum have caused a wait-and-see attitude among migrants staying in Brazil, placing their plans of reaching the U.S. on hold. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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            11 of 11 | The Integration border bridge connects Assis, Brazil, left, and Inapari, Peru, Thursday, June 20, 2024. Migrants, police, officials and analysts say President Joe Biden's halt on asylum have caused a wait-and-see attitude among migrants staying in Brazil, placing their plans of reaching the U.S. on hold. (AP Photo/Martin Mejia)
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                                        ASSIS BRASIL, Brazil (AP) -- Dozens of migrants sleep in a mosquito-infested six-bedroom wooden shelter in the Brazilian Amazon, their dreams of a better life in the U.S. on hold because of President Joe Biden'shalt on asylum. 
Johany "Flaca" Rodriguez, 48, was ready to leave behind the struggles of life in Venezuela. She has been waiting in the shelter holding 45 people in Assis Brasil, a city of 7,000 residents bordering Peru, because others told her how difficult the journey to the U.S. has become. 
Migrants, police, officials and analysts say Biden's actions have caused a wait-and-see attitude among migrants who are staying in Latin America's biggest economy, at least for now. Like anywhere along migrants' routes toward hoped-for new lives, local communities are finding it hard to meet new populations' needs. 
After sleeping on dirty mattresses and in half-torn hammocks, and eating rice, beans and ground beef, Rodriguez decided this month that she and her dog Kiko would spend a few weeks with friends in the southern state of Rio Grande do Sul.

    


Wearing a headband, leggings and a small backpack, Rodriguez woke early to walk more than 100 kilometers (62 miles) for two days to a nearby city of 27,000 residents. There, she hopes to make some money and take a bus to Brazil's south, then reach the U.S. one day.
"I have to stay here until it is safer to go," Rodriguez said. "I am not super happy about staying (in Brazil), but that's what I can do."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Brazil saw waves of migrants passing through to North America in the first part of the year. There were Indians, Bengalis, Senegalese and Nigerians, among others, said Remullo Diniz, the coordinator of Gefron, Acre state's police group for border operations,
When Biden said he was going to crack down, many people in those groups began staying in their countries instead of heading to Latin America, Brazilian government officials and independent analysts said. For citizens of South American countries, it's easier. Brazil allows residents of its 10 neighboring nations to stay visa-free for up to two years. 

    


The Biden administration said last week that arrests for illegal crossings from Mexico fell more than 40% since asylum processing was temporarily suspended at the U.S. border with Mexico on June 5. Arrests fell below 2,400 a day for the first time during Biden's presidency.




Acre state offers a snapshot of the attitude among many migrants, and raises the possibility that Acre and other resting spots will become long-term hosts.
The city of Assis Brasil has little to offer to migrants but the wooden shelter where Rodriguez was staying and a school gymnasium where 15 men can sleep. There are two small hotels and a bus stop used by vans crossing into Peru. It has five restaurants scattered along its main road, two grocery shops and an ice cream parlor that has Amazon flavors like local fruits cupuacu and tapereba. Migrants frequently beg for money at the city's only square.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

There are three daily flights into state capital Rio Branco, where 21-year-old Jay came from India en route to the U.S. to study engineering. He declined to disclose his hometown and his last name.

    


Wearing a white cap reading "RIO DE JANEIRO," he said that "it would take too long if I just sat and waited," in India.
"It is a long trip, very risky. But it is my dream to study there and I will accomplish it," he said.
Brazil's westernmost state is a remote enclave in the middle of the rainforest, used by tourists as part of an alternative route to visit Cuzco, once the capital of the Inca empire in Peru.
One of Assis' main attractions for locals is sitting on the benches of its main square Senador Guiomard to watch soccer on TV and eat barbecue. The small city's founders came to the Amazon in 1908 to start a rubber plantation that 50 years later became a city. Not much has changed since, despite the BR-317 road that runs by it, the only land connection between Brazil and Peru. When residents of Assis Brasil are bored, and they often are, they go to neighboring Peruvian city of Inapari to have a drink, generally a pisco sour.

    


Venezuelan migrant Alexander Guedes Martinez, 27, said he will stay as long as needed to get more cash and maybe in a year go to Houston, where he has family. He came with his 17-year-old partner and their 5-month-old baby.
At the Assis Brasil shelter where they were staying last month, he said that he hopes "to go (back) to Venezuela and get key documents to try to cross in a better fashion."
"I want to be cautious because of my daughter," he said. "Being here helps."
Acre state's patrol has about 40 agents to inspect 2,600 kilometers (1,615 miles) of border with Peru and Bolivia. A main road connects the three countries, but local police say that many migrants also move through the forest, some of them carrying drugs.

    


Cuban migrant Miguel Hidalgo, 52, tried to get to the U.S. years ago. He left the island to Suriname, then came to Brazil and doesn't plan on leaving any time soon.
"I like Brazil. I have been here for a short time, but people are not prejudiced against me, people are lovely," he said. "I want to live like a human being. I am not asking for any riches. I want to live in tranquility, help my family in Cuba."
Acre Gov. Gladson Camelli said in a statement to the AP that he is worried about a bigger influx of South American migrants coming soon.
"Our government has tried to do its part in the humanitarian support," he said.
Assis Brasil's Mayor Jerry Correia also is bracing for more demand. City hall is feeding about 60 migrants every day and voters are feeling upset in a year of mayoral elections.
"This is all on our back. This is a policy that has to be handled by the federal government," Correia said. "People don't know what happens on our border. We need to be seen."
____
AP videojournalist Lucas Dumphreys contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/brazil-immigration-safe-haven-united-states-6292bce9a58a7e2a90547c5df4248977
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            1 of 2 | FILE -Lindsey Harmon, President, Nevadans for Reproductive Freedom, speaks during a news conference by Nevadans for Reproductive Freedom, Monday, May 20, 2024, in Las Vegas. A ballot question that would enshrine Nevada's abortion rights in the state constitution has met all of the requirements to appear in front of voters in November, the Nevada Secretary of State's office announced Friday, June 28, 2024. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            2 of 2 | Arizona abortion-rights supporters deliver over 800,000 petition signatures to the capitol to get abortion rights on the November general election ballot Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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                                        Organizers in Arizona and Nebraska turned in more than enough signatures Wednesday to put abortion-related ballot questions before voters in November's election if a sufficient number of them are deemed valid.
They now bring to five the number of states where election officials are validating signatures on abortion measures.
They're already on the ballot in another five, plus a sixth state where an amendment would bar discrimination based on "pregnancy outcomes."
A campaign in one more state is trying to get enough signatures by Friday to add it to the ballot there, too.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

The U.S. Supreme Court removed the nationwide right to abortion with a 2022 ruling, which sparked a national push to have voters decide.
Since the ruling, most Republican-controlled states have new abortion restrictions in effect, including 14 that ban it at every stage of pregnancy. Most Democratic-led states have laws or executive orders to protect access.

    


Voters in all seven states that have had abortion questions before voters since 2022 -- California, Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Montana, Ohio and Vermont -- have sided with abortion rights supporters.




What is on 2024 ballots?
COLORADO
Colorado's top election official confirmed in May that a measure to enshrine abortion protections into the state constitution, including requirements that Medicaid and private health insurers cover it, made the ballot for the fall election.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Supporters said they gathered over 225,000 signatures, nearly double the requirement of over 124,000 signatures.
Amending the state constitution requires the support of 55% of voters.
Those backing a dueling measure -- a law to ban abortion -- did not turn in signatures, and the measure will not go before voters.
Abortion is legal at all stages of pregnancy in Colorado.
FLORIDA
The state Supreme Court ruled in April that a ballot measure to legalize abortion until viability could go on the ballot despite a legal challenge from state Attorney General Ashley Moody, who argued that there are differing views on the meaning of "viability" and that some key terms in the proposed measure are not properly defined.

    


Advocates collected nearly a million signatures to put a state constitutional amendment to legalize abortion until viability on the ballot, surpassing the nearly 892,000 required.
Sixty percent of voters would have to agree for it to take effect.
Abortion is currently illegal in Florida after the first six weeks of pregnancy under a law that took effect May 1.
MARYLAND
Maryland voters also will be asked this year to enshrine the right to abortion in the state's constitution. The state already protects the right to abortion under state law and Democrats outnumber Republicans 2-1. Abortion is allowed in Maryland until viability.
NEVADA
The Nevada Secretary of State' s office announced in June that a ballot question to enshrine abortion rights in the state constitution has met all of the requirements to appear in front of voters in November.
Under the amendment, abortion access for the first 24 weeks of pregnancy -- or later to protect the health of the pregnant person -- would be enshrined. Such access is already ensured under a 1990 law. 

    


To change the constitution, voters would need to approve it in both 2024 and 2026.
SOUTH DAKOTA
South Dakota voters will decide this fall on a measure that would ban any restrictions on abortion in the first trimester of pregnancy. It would allow the state in the second trimester to "regulate the pregnant woman's abortion decision and its effectuation only in ways that are reasonably related to the physical health of the pregnant woman." An abortion ban would be allowed in the third trimester, as long as it included exceptions for the life and health of the woman. 
The state's top election official announced May 16 that about 85% of the more than 55,000 signatures submitted in support of the ballot initiative are valid, exceeding the required 35,017 signatures. 
Opponents have sued to try to take the initiative off the ballot.
What's on the ballot in New York?
While not explicitly preserving a right to abortion, a reproductive rights question is on the ballot in New York. The measure would bar discrimination based on "pregnancy outcomes" and "reproductive healthcare," along with sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin and disability. Abortion is currently allowed in New York until fetal viability.

    


The question was on the ballot, then removed in May by a judge who found lawmakers missed a procedural step when they put it there. An appeals court reinstated it in June.
Where else could abortion be on the ballot in 2024? 
ARIZONA
Abortion rights supporters submitted more than 823,000 signatures on Wednesday to put an abortion access measure before voters in November. That's more than twice as many as required.
Election officials still need to verify signatures, though.
Under the measure, the state would not be able to ban abortion until the fetus is viable, with later abortions allowed to protect a woman's physical or mental health.

    


Abortion is currently legal for the first 15 weeks of pregnancy in Arizona. An Arizona Supreme Court ruling in April said enforcement could begin soon for a near-total ban that was already on the books. The governor has since signed a bill repealing that law. It is still expected to be in effect for a time, however.
ARKANSAS
Proponents of an amendment to allow abortion in many cases must gather nearly 91,000 signatures by Friday for it to get on the Nov. 5 ballot. 
They said on Wednesday that they were about 5,800 short of the requirement with two days left to circulate petitions.
The measure would bar laws banning abortion in the first 20 weeks of gestation and allow abortion later in pregnancy in cases of rape, incest, threats to the woman's health or life, or if the fetus would be unlikely to survive birth. Because it allows abortion to be banned 20 weeks into pregnancy, the proposal does not have the support of Planned Parenthood Great Plains, which includes Arkansas. The state currently bans abortion at all stages of pregnancy, with narrow exceptions.
MISSOURI
Missouri abortion rights advocates turned in more than 380,000 signatures -- more than twice the required 171,000 -- for a measure asking voters to approve a constitutional amendment to guarantee abortion until viability. Local election officials have until July 30 to verify the signatures, then it's up to the secretary of state to declare whether there were enough.
A group of moderate Republicans have for this year abandoned efforts for an alternate amendment that would have allowed abortion up to 12 weeks, with limited exceptions after that.
Abortion is currently banned in Missouri at all stages of pregnancy, with limited exceptions.
MONTANA
Abortion rights proponents in Montana have proposed a constitutional amendment that would bar the government from denying the right to abortion before viability or when it's necessary to protect the life or health of the pregnant person.
After a legal battle over the ballot language, the Montana Supreme Court in April wrote its version of the language that would appear on the ballot if enough valid signatures are certified. Sponsors were required to submit about 60,000 by June 21. They turned in nearly twice that many -- about 117,000. Counties have until July 19 to verify them, and the secretary of state would have until Aug. 22 to determine whether it goes on the ballot.
Abortion is legal until viability in Montana under a 1999 Montana Supreme Court opinion.
NEBRASKA
Competing abortion measures could be before voters in November after supporters of each said Wednesday they turned in far more signatures than the 123,000 required for ballot access.
One, like those on other states' ballots, would enshrine the right to abortion in the state constitution until viability. Supporters of that said they submitted more than 207,000 signatures.
The other would write into the constitution the current law, which bars abortions after the first 12 weeks of pregnancy, with some exceptions. Its backers said they submitted more than 205,000 signatures.
Organizers for a third effort did not submit petitions: It would have defined embryos as people, thus barring abortion at all stages of pregnancy.
Where did ballot efforts fail to gain traction?
Some efforts that sought to restrict or ban abortion have also failed to reach ballots. In Wisconsin, the House approved a measure asking voters to ban abortion after 14 weeks, but the legislative session ended without a vote from the state Senate. 
Likewise, Iowa lawmakers ended their session without approving a measure asking voters to find that there's no constitutional right to abortion. Pennsylvania lawmakers previously pursued a similar amendment, but it's not expected to be added to the ballot this year. 
A Louisiana measure to enshrine abortion rights in the state constitution died in committee, one in Maine effectively died when it fell short of receiving the approval of two-thirds of the House and a Minnesota measure was not passed by lawmakers, either.
___
This story has been updated to correct the number of signatures Arkansas organizers said they still need, and the number of signatures submitted for the Montana proposal.
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Life and death in Gaza's 'safe zone' where food is scarce and Israel strikes without warning

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    An Israeli airstrike Wednesday afternoon hit close to the main hospital in Gaza's southern city of Khan Younis, hospital authorities said. At least seven people were injured in the strike, they said. (AP video: Marian Daggah/ Production: Wafaa Shurafa)
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                                        KHAN YOUNIS, Gaza Strip (AP) -- An Israeli airstrike slammed into a residential building next to the main medical center in Gaza's southern city of Khan Younis, wounding at least seven people, hospital authorities and witnesses said Wednesday.
Nasser Hospital sits in the western part of the city, which is inside the Israeli-designated humanitarian "safe zone" where Palestinians have been told to go, according to maps provided by Israel's military. The latest Israeli evacuation order affected about 250,000 people earlier this week across wide swathes of Gaza, the United Nations estimated. 
As dust from Wednesday's strike billowed through a street near Nasser Hospital, an Associated Press contributor filmed people running in all directions -- some rushing toward the destruction and some away. Men carried two young boys, apparently wounded. Later, civil defense first responders and bystanders picked their way across chunks of cement and twisted metal, searching for people who might have been buried.

    


Displaced families ordered out of eastern Khan Younis on Monday have struggled to find places to live in overcrowded shelters and open areas in the western parts of the city. Wednesday's airstrike hit an area that also includes a school-turned-shelter for displaced people, many of whom are living in makeshift tents. 




"We were sitting in this tent, three people, and we were surprised by the rubble and dust," said one man, Jalal Lafi, who was displaced from the city of Rafah in the south. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The house was bombed without any warning, hit by two missiles in a row, one after another," he said, looking back over his shoulder at the rubble, his hair and clothes covered in grey soot.
The Israeli military did not immediately comment on the strike.
Andrea De Domenico, the head of the U.N. humanitarian office for the Palestinian territories, said Gaza is "the only place in the world where people cannot find a safe refuge, and can't leave the front line." Even in so-called safe areas there are bombings, he told reporters Wednesday in Jerusalem.

    


An Israeli airstrike Tuesday killed a prominent Palestinian doctor and eight members of his extended family, just hours after they complied with military orders to evacuate their home and moved to the Israeli-designated safe zone.
Most Palestinians seeking safety are either heading to a coastal area called Muwasi or the nearby city of Deir al-Balah, De Domenico said. 
The Israeli military said Tuesday it estimates at least 1.8 million Palestinians are now in the humanitarian zone it declared, covering a stretch of about 14 kilometers (8.6 miles) along the Mediterranean. Much of that area is now blanketed with tent camps that lack sanitation and medical facilities with limited access to aid, U.N. and humanitarian groups say. Families live amid mountains of trash and streams of water contaminated by sewage.
It's been "a major challenge" to even bring food to those areas, De Domenico said. Although the U.N. is now able to meet basic needs in northern Gaza, he said it's very difficult getting aid into the south. Israel says it allows aid to enter via the Kerem Shalom crossing with southern Gaza, and blames the U.N. for not doing enough to move the aid.

    


The U.N. says fighting, Israeli military restrictions and general chaos -- including criminal gangs taking aid off trucks in Gaza -- make it nearly impossible for aid workers to pick up truckloads of goods that Israel has let in. 
The amount of food and other supplies getting into Gaza has plunged since Israel's offensive into Rafah began two months ago, causing widespread hunger and sparking fears of famine. 
"It's an unendurable life," said Anwar Salman, a displaced Palestinian. "If they want to kill us, let them do it. Let them drop a nuclear bomb and finish us. We are fed up. We are tired. We are dying every day."
___
Associated Press writers Edith M. Lederer at the United Nations, Samy Magdy in Cairo, and Drew Callister in New York contributed. 
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GM will pay $146 million in penalties because 5.9 million older vehicles emit excess carbon dioxide
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            1 of 2 | FILE - A General Motors logo is seen on a building, April 24, 2024, in Detroit. GM will pay nearly $146 million in penalties to the federal government because 5.9 million of its older vehicles don't comply with emissions and fuel economy standards. (AP Photo/Paul Sancya, File)
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            2 of 2 | Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Michael Regan speaks to employees in Washington, Thursday, June 27, 2024. ( AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- General Motors will pay nearly $146 million in penalties to the federal government because 5.9 million of its older vehicles do not comply with emissions and fuel economy standards.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration said in a statement Wednesday that certain GM vehicles from the 2012 through 2018 model years did not comply with federal fuel economy requirements.
The penalty comes after the Environmental Protection Agency said its testing showed the GM pickup trucks and SUVs emit over 10% more carbon dioxide on average than GM's initial compliance testing claimed.
The EPA says the vehicles will remain on the road and cannot be repaired. The GM vehicles on average consume at least 10% more fuel than the window sticker numbers say, but the company won't be required to reduce the miles per gallon on the stickers, the EPA said.

    


"Our investigation has achieved accountability and upholds an important program that's reducing air pollution and protecting communities across the country," EPA Administrator Michael Regan said.
GM said in a statement that it complied with all regulations in pollution and mileage certification of its vehicles. The company said it is not admitting to any wrongdoing nor that it failed to comply with the Clean Air Act. 




The problem stems from a change in testing procedures that the EPA put in place in 2016, GM spokesman Bill Grotz said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Owners don't have to take any action because there is no defect in the vehicles, Grotz said. 
"We believe this voluntary action is the best course of action to resolve the outstanding issues with the federal government," he said.
The enforcement action involves about 4.6 million full-size pickups and SUVs and about 1.3 million midsize SUVs, the EPA said. The affected models include the Chevy Tahoe, Cadillac Escalade and Chevy Silverado. About 40 variations of GM vehicles are covered.

    


GM will be forced to give up credits used to ensure that manufacturers' greenhouse gas emissions are below the fleet standard for emissions that applies for that model year, the EPA said. In a quarterly filing with the Securities and Exchange Commission, GM said it expects the total cost to resolve the matter will be $490 million.
Because GM agreed to address the excess emissions, EPA said it was not necessary to make a formal determination regarding the reasons for the excess pollution.
But David Cooke, senior vehicles analyst for the Union of Concerned Scientists, questioned how GM could not know that pollution exceeded initial test by more than 10% because the problem was so widespread on so many different vehicles. "You don't just make a more than 10% rounding error," he said.
Dan Becker, director of the Safe Climate Transport Campaign for the environmental group Center for Biological Diversity, said the violations by GM "show why automakers can't be trusted to protect our air and health, and why we need strong pollution rules. Supreme Court, take notice!"
In similar pollution cases in the past, automakers have been fined under the Clean Air Act for such violations, and the Justice Department normally gets involved, Cooke said. Hyundai and Kia, for instance, faced Justice Department action in a similar case.

    


The Justice Department declined to comment, and GM said the settlement resolves all government claims.
Cooke said it's possible that GM owners could sue the company because they are getting lower gas mileage than advertised.
In 2014, Hyundai and Kia entered into a settlement in which they had to pay a $100 million civil penalty to end a two year investigation into overstated gas mileage on window stickers of 1.2 million vehicles.
The affiliated Korean automakers denied allegations that they violated the law. Hyundai blamed the inflated mileage on honest misinterpretation of the EPA's complex rules governing testing.
In 2015, Volkswagen admitted it intentionally rigged nearly half a million cars to defeat U.S. smog tests.
The German company admitted that it intentionally installed software programed to "defeat" emissions testing, enabling cars to drive more powerfully on the road while emitting as much as 40 times the legal pollution limit. The scandal cost Volkswagen more than $30 billion in fines and settlements and saw two U.S. executives sent to prison.
___
Krisher reported from Detroit.
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Abortion measures could be on Arizona and Nebraska ballots after organizers submit signatures

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Organizers in Arizona said Wednesday that they turned in far more signatures than required to get a ballot measures on abortion right before voters in November's election.
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            1 of 15 | Arizona abortion-rights supporters gather for a news conference prior to delivering over 800,000 petition signatures to the capitol to get abortion rights on the November general election ballot Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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            6 of 15 | Pamela Hill speaks as she joins Arizona abortion-rights supporters at a news conference prior to delivering over 800,000 petition signatures to the capitol to get abortion rights on the November general election ballot Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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            7 of 15 | A delivery person rolls a pallet from Arizona abortion-rights supporters delivering over 800,000 petition signatures to the capitol to get abortion rights on the November general election ballot Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Phoenix. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin)
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            15 of 15 | FILE - Hundreds of people gather at the Nebraska Capitol to protest against a proposed abortion ban, in Lincoln, on May 16, 2023. Organizers of competing petition efforts seeking to squelch or expand abortion access are looking to gather enough signatures before the early July 2024, deadline to make the November ballot. (AP Photo/Margery Beck, File)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Organizers in Arizona and Nebraska said Wednesday that they turned in far more signatures than required to get ballot measures on abortion rights before voters in November's election.
In Nebraska, there could be two competing questions. One, like the Arizona proposal, would add a right to abortion to the state constitution. The other would enshrine Nebraska's current ban on most abortions after 12 weeks of pregnancy.
In both states, it's now up to election officials to certify the signatures before they're added to ballots.
Democrats have made abortion rights a central message since the U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022 and it is a key part of their efforts in this year's elections. Activists in Arkansas are still pushing to meet Friday's deadline to make the ballot there.
In five other states, the issue already is set to go before voters this year: Colorado, Florida, Maryland, Nevada and South Dakota. New York also has a measure that advocates say would protect abortion access.

    


Arizona organizers say they submitted 823,685 signatures, far above the 383,923 required from registered voters. County election officials have until Aug. 22 to verify whether enough of the petition signatures are valid and provide results to the Arizona secretary of state's office.




Arizona currently has a 15-week abortion ban. The proposed amendment would allow abortions until a fetus could survive outside the womb, typically around 24 weeks, with exceptions to save the mother's life or to protect her physical or mental health. It would restrict the state from adopting or enforcing any law that would prohibit access to the procedure.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Opponents say it goes too far and could lead to unlimited and unregulated abortions in Arizona. Supporters say a change in the state's constitution is necessary to ensure that abortion rights cannot be easily erased by a court decision or legislative vote. 

    


Arizona for Abortion Access, a coalition that includes the American Civil Liberties Union of Arizona and Planned Parenthood of Arizona, turned in 300 boxes of signed petitions to the secretary of state's office, where extra security has been added.
"We don't talk about specific threats, but we have been operating under some serious threat profiles -- generally speaking -- for the last several weeks," Secretary of State Adrian Fontes told reporters. "In an abundance of caution, we just wanted to make sure that the voters' signatures are safe."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Arizona for Abortion Access spokesperson Dawn Penich said it was the most signatures ever submitted for a citizens initiative in state history.
"That was our goal from the get-go," Penich said. "We started collecting signatures in September and October 2023 and saw how passionate people are about this issue."
In April, the Arizona Supreme Court upheld a 1864 abortion ban that permitted abortions only to save the mother's life and provided no exceptions for survivors of rape or incest, but the Republican-controlled Legislature voted for a repeal of the Civil War-era ban, and Democratic Gov. Katie Hobbs quickly signed. The 19th century law had been blocked since the U.S. Supreme Court's decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization that eliminated constitutional protections for abortion.

    


The current 15-week ban was signed into law in 2022 and includes exceptions in cases of medical emergencies and has restrictions on medication abortion. It also requires an ultrasound before an abortion is done, as well as parental consent for minors.
In Nebraska, officials with Protect Our Rights said they turned in 207,000 signatures in their effort to enshrine abortion rights. Organizers of SBA Pro-Life America's competing petition effort said they submitted more than 205,000 signatures. 
The state requires more than 123,000 valid signatures -- or 10% of registered voters in the state -- to qualify for the ballot. There's also a requirement that signatures come in sufficient numbers from several counties in the largely rural state.

    


It looks like a third measure won't make the ballot. That one would ban abortion at all stages of pregnancy by deeming embryos as people. An organizer of that effort did not return a call from The Associated Press, and there was no announcement about gathering enough signatures by Wednesday's deadline.
Supporters of an Arkansas proposal to scale back the state's abortion ban face a Friday deadline to submit petitions to qualify for the November ballot. The group behind the measure, Arkansans for Limited Government, said on Facebook and Instagram on Tuesday that it still needed about 5,800 signatures out of the 90,704 required. 
The proposed constitutional amendment would prohibit the state from banning abortion within the first 18 weeks of pregnancy. It includes exceptions for rape, incest, fatal fetal anomalies and to protect the mother's life. It would also exempt abortions performed to protect the pregnant woman from a physical disorder, physical illness or physical injury.

    


Arkansas' current ban exempts abortions only to protect the woman's life in a medical emergency.
___
Associated Press reporters Margery A. Beck in Omaha, Nebraska; Andrew DeMillo in Little Rock, Arkansas, and Geoff Mulvihill in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, contributed to this report. 
___
This story has been corrected to reflect that the Arizona Supreme Court decision upholding the 1864 abortion ban was in April, not two months ago.
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            1 of 9 | Seattle Kraken new assistant coach Jessica Campbell speaks during an NHL hockey press conference Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Seattle. Campbell will become the first woman to work on the bench of an NHL franchise after the team hired her as an assistant coach .(AP Photo/Jason Redmond)
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            2 of 9 | Seattle Kraken new assistant coach Jessica Campbell takes questions during an NHL hockey press conference, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Seattle. Campbell will become the first woman to work on the bench of an NHL franchise after the team hired her as an assistant coach Wednesday .(AP Photo/Jason Redmond)
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            3 of 9 | Jessica Campbell runs a drill during a Seattle Kraken rookie development camp on Tuesday, July 2, 2024, in Seattle. Campbell will become the first woman to work on the bench of an NHL franchise after the Seattle Kraken hired her as an assistant coach Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (Nick Wagner/The Seattle Times via AP)
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            4 of 9 | Seattle Kraken new assistant coach Jessica Campbell speaks during an NHL hockey press conference Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Seattle. Campbell will become the first woman to work on the bench of an NHL franchise after the team hired her as an assistant coach. (AP Photo/Jason Redmond)
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            5 of 9 | Seattle Kraken new assistant coach Jessica Campbell, left, speaks, as Kraken head coach Dan Bylsma listens during an NHL hockey press conference Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Seattle. Campbell will become the first woman to work on the bench of an NHL franchise after the team hired her as an assistant coach Wednesday .(AP Photo/Jason Redmond)
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            6 of 9 | Seattle Kraken new assistant coach Jessica Campbell, left, speaks, as Kraken head coach Dan Bylsma, center, listens during an NHL hockey press conference Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Seattle. Campbell will become the first woman to work on the bench of an NHL franchise after the team hired her as an assistant coach. (AP Photo/Jason Redmond)
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            7 of 9 | FILE - Germany's assistant coach Jessica Campbell stands behind players at the German bench during the group A Hockey World Championship match between France and Germany in Helsinki, Finland, Monday May 16, 2022. Jessica Campbell will become the first woman to work on the bench of an NHL franchise after the Seattle Kraken hired her as an assistant coach Wednesday, July 3, 2024.(AP Photo/Martin Meissner, File)
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            8 of 9 | FILE - Germany's assistant coach Jessica Campbell fist bumps with head coach Toni Soderholm after winning the group A Hockey World Championship match between Germany and Italy in Helsinki, Finland, Friday May 20 2022. Jessica Campbell will become the first woman to work on the bench of an NHL franchise after the Seattle Kraken hired her as an assistant coach Wednesday, July 3, 2024.(AP Photo/Martin Meissner, File)
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            9 of 9 | FILE - Jessica Campbell, left, assistant coach for the Coachella Valley Firebirds, works alongside Seattle Kraken coaches behind the bench during the second period of an NHL preseason hockey game against the Calgary Flames, Sept. 25, 2023, in Seattle. Jessica Campbell will become the first woman to work on the bench of an NHL franchise after the Seattle Kraken hired her as an assistant coach Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Jason Redmond, File)
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            7 of 9 | FILE - Germany's assistant coach Jessica Campbell stands behind players at the German bench during the group A Hockey World Championship match between France and Germany in Helsinki, Finland, Monday May 16, 2022. Jessica Campbell will become the first woman to work on the bench of an NHL franchise after the Seattle Kraken hired her as an assistant coach Wednesday, July 3, 2024.(AP Photo/Martin Meissner, File)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 9 | FILE - Germany's assistant coach Jessica Campbell fist bumps with head coach Toni Soderholm after winning the group A Hockey World Championship match between Germany and Italy in Helsinki, Finland, Friday May 20 2022. Jessica Campbell will become the first woman to work on the bench of an NHL franchise after the Seattle Kraken hired her as an assistant coach Wednesday, July 3, 2024.(AP Photo/Martin Meissner, File)
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FILE - Germany's assistant coach Jessica Campbell fist bumps with head coach Toni Soderholm after winning the group A Hockey World Championship match between Germany and Italy in Helsinki, Finland, Friday May 20 2022. Jessica Campbell will become the first woman to work on the bench of an NHL franchise after the Seattle Kraken hired her as an assistant coach Wednesday, July 3, 2024.(AP Photo/Martin Meissner, File)
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            9 of 9 | FILE - Jessica Campbell, left, assistant coach for the Coachella Valley Firebirds, works alongside Seattle Kraken coaches behind the bench during the second period of an NHL preseason hockey game against the Calgary Flames, Sept. 25, 2023, in Seattle. Jessica Campbell will become the first woman to work on the bench of an NHL franchise after the Seattle Kraken hired her as an assistant coach Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Jason Redmond, File)
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FILE - Jessica Campbell, left, assistant coach for the Coachella Valley Firebirds, works alongside Seattle Kraken coaches behind the bench during the second period of an NHL preseason hockey game against the Calgary Flames, Sept. 25, 2023, in Seattle. Jessica Campbell will become the first woman to work on the bench of an NHL franchise after the Seattle Kraken hired her as an assistant coach Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Jason Redmond, File)
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- Once her playing career ended, Jessica Campbell found a new passion in coaching. 
At the time, she may not have expected it would eventually lead her to the NHL, let alone as the first woman to work on the bench of an NHL franchise. 
"I've had maybe in a naive way had the courage to believe this is possible and even though I didn't see it, I believed I could do it," Campbell said. "And I think with that inner belief, whatever it is in sport and life, you can create whatever you believe in."
Campbell was hired as an assistant coach for the Seattle Kraken on Wednesday, becoming the first woman to hold an on-the-bench role as an assistant or associate coach in NHL history. 
She has spent the past two seasons working as an assistant coach for Seattle's AHL affiliate in Coachella Valley alongside Dan Bylsma, who was hired in late May as the head coach for the Kraken. There were immediate questions about whether Campbell would be making the move. 

    


She will and in doing so break through another barrier for women in hockey. Emily Engel-Natzke was hired by the Washington Capitals in 2022 as video coach, making her the first woman with a full-time assistant role in the league.




Now, there will be a woman on the bench.
"I'm humbled, obviously, to be in this position and you speak to the word first, to be the first, but that's never really where my focus is. It's always on the work. It's on the impact. It's on the job. There's a lot to this game and to this job, so I've never taken it for granted," Campbell said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I think the biggest thing is I'm reminded often and it puts a lot of meaning into the work, and I know that if the team has success and my impact is a good one then it could potentially open up doors for others and maybe open eyes for others to maybe think differently."
Campbell was a decorated player in the NCAA, the Canadian Women's Hockey League and Canada's women's national team, with whom she won silver at the 2015 world championship.

    


With the exception of a short stint with the Malmo Redhawks in Sweden in 2019-20, she hung up her skates in 2017 and had become highly regarded as a skating coach when she joined Coachella Valley in 2022. She had also worked as an assistant coach for Germany during the 2022 IIHF World Championships.
She said it was during her time running her own business as a skating and skill-development coach that the idea of coaching in the NHL felt like an aspiration worth pursuing. Campbell specifically noted the time she spent working with Brent Seabrook during his recovery from injury. 
"I realized this is what I want to do. These guys are showing up for my skates in numbers and maybe I want to pursue this goal in a different light, get behind the bench and I felt like what I was teaching, what I was working with them on was translating and it was hitting in a different way," Campbell said. 
The 32-year-old native of Rocanville, Saskatchewan, was the first full-time female assistant coach in the AHL when she was hired by Coachella Valley before the start of its first season. She also had a one-game stint as an assistant on the Kraken bench for a preseason game against Calgary last September. 

    


Bylsma noted Campbell's work in developing the likes of Ryker Evans, Shane Wright and Tye Kartye -- all important players for the Kraken moving forward -- while at Coachella Valley as part of the reason he wanted to bring her to Seattle. 
"Tye Kartye did the work. It's all on Tye, but it's with Jessica's guidance. She's grown, she's demonstrated that over the last two years so it makes me eager for her to get a chance to do it at the NHL level," Bylsma said. 
Having a woman on the bench as a coach has been an area where the NHL has lagged behind the NBA, MLB and NFL. 
The NHL Coaches Association launched a Female Coaches Development Program in 2021 with the goal of growing the pool of available candidates.
Even before joining the league in 2021, the Kraken were at the forefront of giving women opportunities in hockey operations. Current assistant general manager Alexandra Mandrycky was one of the first front-office hires made by the franchise in 2018 as director of hockey administration and was part of the group that led the search for a general manager that ended with the hire of Ron Francis.

    


Namita Nandakumar was hired in 2020 and is a senior analyst in hockey operations.
Seattle also hired Hall of Famer Cammi Granato as a pro scout in 2019, a role she held before joining the Vancouver Canucks as an assistant GM in 2022.
Along with Campbell, the Kraken filled another spot on the coaching staff by hiring Bob Woods as one of Bylsma's assistants. Woods was an assistant with Minnesota since 2017, but was let go when Dean Evason was fired as head coach early last season.
Assistant coach Dave Lowry, goaltending coach Steve Briere, video coach Tim Ohashi and video assistant Brady Morgan complete the rest of the coaching staff. 
___
AP Hockey Writer Stephen Whyno contributed.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/nhl
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Democrats in Congress are torn between backing Biden for renomination and sounding the alarm

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    As President Joe Biden attempts to reassure supporters following his widely panned debate performance on Thursday, Democrats still worried about having him at the top of the ticket in November have few realistic options at their disposal.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden's disastrous debate performance is reverberating across the Democratic Party, forcing lawmakers to grapple with a crisis that could upend the presidential election -- and their own --and even change the course of American history.
The Democratic president has vowed to stay in the race against Republican Donald Trump despite the halting and uneven debate delivery that threw a spotlight on questions about Biden's age and capacity to be president. But as Democrats make the case that the stakes of the election are momentous -- challenging no less than the foundations of American democracy -- they're wrestling with what to do about the 81-year-old who's supposed to be leading the charge for their party.
Here's how Democrats are handling the debate aftermath:
Raising alarm
Prominent congressional Democrats have moved in recent days to public concern not just over Biden's performance during the 90-minute debate last week but also the level of transparency his team has shown about his mental fitness. They've tiptoed toward embracing the idea Biden should withdraw.

    


One Biden ally, Rep. James Clyburn, on CNN Wednesday openly discussed holding a "mini-primary" in the run-up to the Democratic National Convention in mid-August.




After the debate last week, Clyburn had initially urged fellow Democrats to "stay the course" with Biden and "chill out," but by Wednesday his tone had changed.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


"I saw what I saw last Thursday night, and it is concerning," said Clyburn, who is 83 years old.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In recent days, comments from Clyburn and other senior Democrats including former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi have provided signposts for a political party in crisis. Still, it was not clear whether their concerns were reaching Biden, who told aides on a Democratic National Committee call that "no one is pushing me out."

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Democrats in Congress are torn between backing Biden for president and sounding the alarm
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Jennifer King reports top Democrats are grappling with the aftermath of the Biden-Trump debate.

    

Clyburn, a senior South Carolina lawmaker who is a former top party leader in the House, also had a lengthy call with Biden on Wednesday.

    


Pelosi, in an interview Tuesday on MSNBC, called on both Biden and Trump, who's 78, to face tests for their health and mental acuity even though she also emphasized that Biden is on "top of his game, in terms of knowing the issues and what is at stake."
"I think it is a legitimate question to say is this an episode or is this a condition. So when people ask that question, it's legitimate -- of both candidates," said Pelosi, D-Calif., who's 84.
Minutes after Pelosi's comments on Tuesday, Rep. Lloyd Doggett, of Texas, became the first sitting Democrat in Congress to call for Biden to withdraw from the race.
"Recognizing that, unlike Trump, President Biden's first commitment has always been to our country, not himself, I am hopeful that he will make the painful and difficult decision to withdraw. I respectfully call on him to do so," said Doggett, who's 77.
Rep. Raul Grijalva, D-Ariz., also told The New York Times on Wednesday that Biden had a "responsibility" to drop out of the race.
Lawmakers are also concerned Biden's weaknesses could tamp down potential voters' enthusiasm, creating a ripple effect that hurts Democrats as they try to maintain a narrow Senate majority and take back control of the House. Down-ballot Democrats are already confident they can outperform Biden in swing races, but if large numbers of voters reject Biden, it could impact them.

    


While several vulnerable Democrats have stopped short of calling for Biden to withdraw, they've also cast the situation in stark terms: If Biden continues, Trump will win.
"The truth, I think, is that Biden is going to lose to Trump," Rep. Marie Gluesenkamp Perez, a Washington Democrat, told an ABC-affiliated television station. "I know that's difficult, but I think the damage has been done by that debate."
Backing Biden
With Biden's family urging him to stay in the race, attention has turned to senior Democratic lawmakers who could potentially persuade the president to withdraw his nomination. So far, top Democratic leaders have mostly stood behind Biden in public statements.

    


"There have not been discussions among senior leadership about anything other than making sure we continue to articulate a compelling vision for the future to the American people related to the issues of importance around the economy," House Democratic leader Hakeem Jeffries told reporters Monday in Pittsburgh.
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, a New York Democrat, posted on X after the debate that it showed voters there was a choice between "four more years of progress, or four more years of attacks on our fundamental rights and our democracy."
After days of no direct talk between Biden and congressional leaders, the president late Tuesday and Wednesday held calls with Schumer and Jeffries, as well as Sen. Chris Coons, a Delaware Democrat who's a close ally of the president, according to people briefed on the calls who insisted on anonymity to discuss them.

    


Many of Biden's allies have chided the news media for being fixated on Biden's mental capacities, arguing that instead the focus should be put on Trump's record of refusing to accept the results of the 2020 election he lost to Biden and repeatedly lying.
Rep. Veronica Escobar, a Texas Democrat who's part of Biden's campaign committee, conceded on Friday the debate wasn't what she hoped for but added, "I think there needs to be a real conversation about the things that Donald Trump said. It is beyond vile."
Feeling it out
The June 27 debate infused a new dynamic into an election contest that had been marked by few surprises. Voters are familiar with Biden and Trump and had previously decided between the two in 2020.
Still, many House Democrats were caught in a state of uncertainty as they faced a barrage of questions on the morning after. The situation has only grown more unpredictable as Democrats contemplate the effects of replacing Biden at the top of the ticket.
Privately, rank-and-file lawmakers have been engaging in calls and conversations amongst themselves as they consider their message to the White House. Many are still holding back public remarks allowing Biden time to make his case in campaign stops and interviews in the days ahead. Many will closely watch his interview with ABC, the first since the debate, later in the week.
But some vulnerable House Democrats are already distancing themselves from the president.
Rep. Jared Golden, a moderate Democrat from Maine, argued the outcome of the election was a foregone conclusion.
"While I don't plan to vote for him, Donald Trump is going to win," Golden said in a Bangor Daily News op-ed. "And I'm OK with that."
___
Associated Press writers Farnoush Amiri and Lisa Mascaro contributed to this report.
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            1 of 4 | FILE - Wildlife technician Jordan Hazan records data in a lab from a male barred owl he shot earlier in the night, Oct. 24, 2018, in Corvallis, Ore. U.S. wildlife officials want to kill hundreds of thousands of barred owls in coming decades as part of a controversial plan to help spotted owl populations. (AP Photo/Ted S. Warren, File)
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            2 of 4 | FILE - A Northern Spotted Owl flies after an elusive mouse jumping off the end of a stick on May 8, 2003, in the Deschutes National Forest near Camp Sherman, Ore. To save the imperiled spotted owl from potential extinction, U.S. wildlife officials are embracing a contentious plan to deploy trained shooters into dense West Coast forests to kill almost a half-million barred owls that are crowding out their smaller cousins. (AP Photo/Don Ryan, File)
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            3 of 4 | FILE - A female barred owl sits on a branch in the wooded hills, Dec. 13, 2017, outside Philomath, Ore. To save the imperiled spotted owl from potential extinction, U.S. wildlife officials are embracing a contentious plan to deploy trained shooters into dense West Coast forests to kill almost a half-million barred owls that are crowding out their smaller cousins. (AP Photo/Don Ryan, File)
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            4 of 4 | FILE - A barred owl is shown in the woods outside Philomath, Ore., Dec. 13, 2017. To save the imperiled spotted owl from potential extinction, U.S. wildlife officials are embracing a contentious plan to deploy trained shooters into dense West Coast forests to kill almost a half-million barred owls that are crowding out their smaller cousins. (AP Photo/Don Ryan, File)
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                                        To save the imperiled spotted owl from potential extinction, U.S. wildlife officials are embracing a contentious plan to deploy trained shooters into dense West Coast forests to kill almost a half-million barred owls that are crowding out their cousins.
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service strategy released Wednesday is meant to prop up declining spotted owl populations in Oregon, Washington state and California. The Associated Press obtained details in advance.
Documents released by the agency show up to about 450,000 barred owls would be shot over three decades after the birds from the eastern U.S. encroached into the West Coast territory of two owls: northern spotted owls and California spotted owls. The smaller spotted owls have been unable to compete with the invaders, which have large broods and need less room to survive than spotted owls.

    


Past efforts to save spotted owls focused on protecting the forests where they live, sparking bitter fights over logging but also helping slow the birds' decline. The proliferation of barred owls in recent years is undermining that earlier work, officials said.


"Without actively managing barred owls, northern spotted owls will likely go extinct in all or the majority of their range, despite decades of collaborative conservation efforts," said Fish and Wildlife Service Oregon state supervisor Kessina Lee.
The notion of killing one bird species to save another has divided wildlife advocates and conservationists. It's reminiscent of past government efforts to save West Coast salmon by killing sea lions and cormorants that prey on the fish, and to preserve warblers by killing cowbirds that lay eggs in warbler nests.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: To save spotted owls, US officials plan to kill hundreds of thousands of another owl species
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Ed Donahue reports on a new effort to save spotted owls.

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Some advocates grudgingly accepted the barred owl removal strategy; others said it's reckless diversion from needed forest preservation.
"The Fish and Wildlife Service is turning from protector of wildlife to persecutor of wildlife," said Wayne Pacelle, founder of the advocacy group Animal Wellness Action. He predicted the program would fail because the agency won't be able to keep more barred owls from migrating into areas where others have been killed.

    


The shootings would likely begin next spring, officials said. Barred owls would be lured using megaphones to broadcast recorded owl calls, then shot with shotguns. Carcasses would be buried on site.
The birds already are being killed by researchers in some spotted owl habitats, with about 4,500 removed since 2009, said Robin Bown, barred owl strategy leader for the Fish and Wildlife Service. Those targeted included barred owls in California's Sierra Nevada region, where the animals have only recently arrived and officials want to stop populations from taking hold.
In other areas where barred owls are more established, officials aim to reduce their numbers but acknowledge shooting owls is unlikely to eliminate them entirely.
Supporters include the American Bird Conservancy and other conservation groups. 
Barred owls don't belong in the West, said American Bird Conservancy Vice President Steve Holmer. Killing them is unfortunate, he added, but reducing their numbers could allow them to live alongside spotted owls over the long term.

    


"As the old forests are allowed to regrow, hopefully coexistence is possible and maybe we don't need to do as much" shooting, Holmer said.
The killings would reduce North American barred owl numbers by less than 1% annually, officials said. That compares with potential extinction for spotted owls, should the problem go unaddressed.
Because barred owls are aggressive hunters, removing them also could help other West Coast species that they've been preying on such as salamanders and crayfish, said Tom Wheeler, director of the Environmental Protection Information Center, a California-based conservation group.
Public hunting of barred owls wouldn't be allowed. The wildlife service would designate government agencies, landowners, American Indian tribes or companies to carry out the killings. Shooters would have to provide documentation of training or experience in owl identification and firearm skills.

    


The publishing in the coming days of a final environmental study on the proposal will open a 30-day comment period before a final decision is made. 
The barred owl plan follows decades of conflict between conservationists and timber companies, which cut down vast areas of older forests where spotted owls reside.
Early efforts to save the birds culminated in logging bans in the 1990s that roiled the timber industry and its political supporters in Congress.
Yet spotted owl populations continued declining after barred owls started showing up on the West Coast several decades ago. Across the region at least half of spotted owls have been lost, with declines of 75% or more in some study areas, said Katherine Fitzgerald, who leads the wildlife service's northern spotted owl recovery program.

    


Opponents say the mass killing of barred owls would cause severe disruption to forest ecosystems and could lead to other species -- including spotted owls -- being mistakenly shot. They've also challenged the notion that barred owls don't belong on the West Coast, characterizing their expanding range as a natural ecological phenomenon.
Researchers say barred owls moved westward by one of two routes: across the Great Plains, where trees planted by settlers gave them a foothold in new areas; or via Canada's boreal forests, which have become more hospitable as temperatures rise because of climate change.
Northern spotted owls are federally protected as a threatened species. Federal officials determined in 2020 that their continued decline merited an upgrade to the more critical designation of "endangered." But the Fish and Wildlife Service refused to do so at the time, saying other species took priority.
California spotted owls were proposed for federal protections last year. A decision is pending.
Under former President Donald Trump, government officials stripped habitat protections for spotted owls at the behest of the timber industry. Those were reinstated under President Joe Biden after the Interior Department said political appointees under Trump relied on faulty science to justify their weakening of protections.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/shooting-barred-owls-wildlife-service-9081f926f3ebd27ac3ddc2ceaf332ca2



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



LeBron James agrees to a 2-year extension with the Los Angeles Lakers, AP source says

    LeBron James agrees to a 2-year extension with the Los Angeles Lakers, AP source says

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | Los Angeles Lakers' LeBron James attends a news conference held to introduce the team's draft picks, his son, Bronny James and Dalton Knecht, in El Segundo, Calif., Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | Los Angeles Lakers draft pick Bronny James, left, and his father, LeBron James, share a light moment as they arrive for the NBA basketball team's news conference in El Segundo, Calif., Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James attends a news conference to introduce his son Bronny James as the Los Angeles Lakers draft pick during the NBA basketball team's news conference in El Segundo, Calif., Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        LeBron James agrees to a 2-year extension with the Los Angeles Lakers, AP source says

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 3 | Los Angeles Lakers' LeBron James attends a news conference held to introduce the team's draft picks, his son, Bronny James and Dalton Knecht, in El Segundo, Calif., Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3
Los Angeles Lakers' LeBron James attends a news conference held to introduce the team's draft picks, his son, Bronny James and Dalton Knecht, in El Segundo, Calif., Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 3 | Los Angeles Lakers draft pick Bronny James, left, and his father, LeBron James, share a light moment as they arrive for the NBA basketball team's news conference in El Segundo, Calif., Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3
Los Angeles Lakers draft pick Bronny James, left, and his father, LeBron James, share a light moment as they arrive for the NBA basketball team's news conference in El Segundo, Calif., Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 3 | Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James attends a news conference to introduce his son Bronny James as the Los Angeles Lakers draft pick during the NBA basketball team's news conference in El Segundo, Calif., Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3
Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James attends a news conference to introduce his son Bronny James as the Los Angeles Lakers draft pick during the NBA basketball team's news conference in El Segundo, Calif., Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            TIM REYNOLDS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        LeBron James is making it official: He's coming back for a record-tying 22nd season in the NBA, one where the league's all-time scoring leader could share the floor with his son Bronny as teammates with the Los Angeles Lakers.
James has agreed to a two-year contract to remain with the Lakers, a person with knowledge of the negotiations said Wednesday. The second year of the deal is at James' option and means he could become a free agent again next summer, said the person, who spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity because the agreement had not been announced publicly.
ESPN reported that the Lakers and James' agent, Klutch Sports CEO Rich Paul, may agree on a salary slightly less than the max that James could have gotten -- a move that could keep the team from reaching the second apron and preserve some roster flexibility going forward.

    


Either way, the expectation is that James will make around $50 million -- give or take a little bit -- this coming season, pushing his career on-court earnings to around $530 million and making him the first player in NBA history to eclipse the $500 million mark.




It will be James' 22nd season in the NBA, tying Vince Carter for the league record. The Lakers selected Bronny James last week in the second round of the draft, putting them in position to have the first on-court father-son duo in NBA history.
Bronny James already has signed his first NBA contract, the Lakers announced Wednesday. It is a four-year deal, the last of those years at the Lakers' option, worth $7.9 million -- with about $1.2 million as his rookie year salary.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Getting his latest deal done clears one logistical hurdle for LeBron James: He needed a contract to be in place before he could take the floor with USA Basketball for the start of its training camp in Las Vegas this weekend, one where the squad will start preparations for the Paris Olympics. James will play in the Olympics for the fourth time, his first since helping the U.S. win gold at the 2012 London Games.

    


He'll turn 40 in December and averaged 25.7 points, 7.3 rebounds and 8.3 assists last season -- as the oldest active player in the league.
Not only is James the all-time leader in points (40,474), but he's fourth in assists (11,009), sixth in games played (1,492) and eighth in both 3-pointers made (2,410) and steals (2,275).
His 20 All-Star selections is a record, as are his 20 appearances on the All-NBA team. He holds the records for being both the youngest player, and oldest player, to make an All-NBA squad.
James became the youngest to make All-NBA when he was voted onto the team for the 2004-05 season. This past season, he became the first player to be age 39 or older in what became an All-NBA campaign.
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Tim Duncan were both just a few days from turning 39 when the regular seasons ended in what became their final All-NBA campaigns, Abdul-Jabbar's being 1985-86 and Duncan's being 2014-15. James played in 71 games this past season, the last 42 of those coming after he turned 39.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/NBA
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            1 of 2 | FILE - President Donald Trump speaks during a rally protesting the Elector College certification of Joe Biden's win in the 2020 presidential race, in Washington, Jan. 6, 2021. Trump on July 2, 2024, misrepresented in a social media post what the U.S. Supreme Court's Monday ruling on presidential immunity means for his civil and criminal cases. But none of Trump's pending cases have been dismissed as a result of the ruling, nor have the verdicts already reached against him been overturned. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 2 | FILE - In a pre-recorded video message, President Donald Trump delivers a statement after rioters stormed the Capitol building during the electoral college certification of Joe Biden as president, Jan. 6, 2021, in Washington. Trump on July 2, 2024, misrepresented in a social media post what the U.S. Supreme Court's Monday ruling on presidential immunity means for his civil and criminal cases. But none of Trump's pending cases have been dismissed as a result of the ruling, nor have the verdicts already reached against him been overturned. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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                                        Former President Donald Trump on Tuesday misrepresented in a social media post what the U.S. Supreme Court's Monday ruling on presidential immunity means for his civil and criminal cases.
"TOTAL EXONERATION!" he wrote in the post on his Truth Social platform. "It is clear that the Supreme Court's Brilliantly Written and Historic Decision ENDS all of Crooked Joe Biden's Witch Hunts against me, including the WHITE HOUSE AND DOJ INSPIRED CIVIL HOAXES in New York."
But none of Trump's pending cases have been dismissed as a result of the ruling, nor have the verdicts already reached against him been overturned. The ruling does amount to a major victory for the presumptive Republican presidential nominee, whose legal strategy has focused on delaying court proceedings until after the 2024 election.
Here's a closer look at the facts.
CLAIM: The Supreme Court's ruling that former presidents have broad immunity from prosecution means "total exoneration" for former President Donald Trump.

    


THE FACTS: Although the historic 6-3 ruling is a win for Trump, he has not been exonerated and his legal troubles are far from over. A delay of his Washington trial on charges of election interference has been indefinitely extended as a result. Also, he still faces charges in two other criminal cases, and the verdicts already reached against him in a criminal and a civil case have not been overturned.





    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Barbara McQuade, a law professor at the University of Michigan and former U.S. attorney for the state's Eastern District, told The Associated Press that Trump's claim is "inaccurate for a number of reasons."
"The court found immunity from prosecution, not exoneration," she wrote in an email. "The court did not say that Trump's conduct did not amount to criminal behavior. Just that prosecutors are not allowed to prosecute him for it because of the special role of a president and the need to permit him to make 'bold' and 'fearless' decisions without concern for criminal consequences."

    


McQuade wrote that Trump's case over classified documents found at his Mar-a-Lago estate won't be affected, as it arose from conduct committed after he left the White House. She added that any impact on his New York hush money trial "seems unlikely" since the crimes were committed in a personal capacity.
"In addition, the Court's opinion is solely focused on immunity for criminal conduct," McQuade continued, explaining that it will not protect him from civil liability in his cases regarding defamatory statements about advice columnist E. Jean Carroll or fraudulent business practices conducted at the Trump Organization.
Trump's campaign did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The Supreme Court's conservative majority said former presidents have absolute immunity from prosecution for official acts that fall within their "exclusive sphere of constitutional authority" and are presumptively entitled to immunity for all official acts. Unofficial, or private, actions are exempt from such immunity.
This means that special counsel Jack Smith cannot proceed with significant allegations in his indictment accusing Trump of plotting to overturn his 2020 presidential election loss, or he must at least defend their use in future proceedings before the trial judge.

    


The case has not been dismissed. It was instead sent back to U.S. District Judge Tanya Chutkan, who must now "carefully analyze" whether other allegations involve official conduct for which the president would be immune from prosecution. The trial was supposed to have begun in March, but has been on hold since December to allow Trump to pursue his Supreme Court appeal.
However, the justices did knock out one aspect of the indictment, finding that Trump is "absolutely immune" from prosecution for alleged conduct involving discussions with the Justice Department.
The opinion also stated that Trump is "at least presumptively immune" from allegations that he tried to pressure Vice President Mike Pence on Jan. 6, 2021, to reject certification of Democrat Joe Biden's electoral vote win. But prosecutors can try to make the case that Trump's pressure on Pence can still be part of the case against him, Chief Justice John Roberts wrote.

    


It is all but certain that the ruling means Trump will not face trial in Washington ahead of the 2024 election, as the need for further analysis is expected to tie up the case for months with legal wrangling over whether actions in the indictment were official or unofficial, the AP has reported.
Trump is facing charges in two other criminal cases, one over his alleged interference in Georgia's 2020 election and the other over classified documents found at his Mar-a-Lago estate after he left the White House. Trump's lawyers have asserted presidential immunity in both cases, but a ruling on the matter has not been made in either.

    


The former president was convicted in May of 34 felony counts in his hush money trial in New York. After Monday's ruling, the New York judge who presided over that trial postponed Trump's sentencing until at least September and agreed to weigh the impact of the presidential immunity decision.
Trump was ordered in February to pay a $454 million penalty as part of a civil fraud lawsuit, for lying about his wealth for years as he built the real estate empire that vaulted him to stardom and the White House. It is still under appeal.
In May 2023, a jury found Trump liable for sexually abusing Carroll in 1996 and for defaming her over the allegations, awarding her $5 million. Carroll was awarded an additional $83.3 million in January by a separate jury for Trump's continued social media attacks against her. An appeal of the former decision was rejected in April. The latter case is still being appealed.
___
Find AP Fact Checks here: https://apnews.com/APFactCheck.
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            1 of 5 | Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump arrives at a campaign rally in Chesapeake, Va., Friday, June 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)
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            4 of 5 | Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks during a presidential debate hosted by CNN with President Joe Biden, Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            5 of 5 | Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks during a presidential debate hosted by CNN with President Joe Biden, Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Donald Trump likes to be the one in the spotlight.
But in the days since President Joe Biden's disastrous debate performance, the presumptive Republican nominee has kept a low profile, leaving the focus on the drama engulfing the Democratic Party as he and his campaign revel in a series of legal and political victories heading into the Republican National Convention this month.
Trump's run began last week during the first debate, when Biden delivered a performance so dismal that he has spent the days since fending off calls from alarmed Democrats to step aside to save the party from losses up and down the ballot.
On Monday, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that former presidents have broad immunity from prosecution, limiting the indictment against Trump for his efforts to overturn his 2020 election loss to Biden. It's all but certain he won't face trial before Election Day. 

    


And on Tuesday, the judge in Trump's New York criminal hush money trial postponed his sentencing to weigh the impact of the Supreme Court decision.
The flood of good news -- along with a major fundraising haul that has eliminated what had been Biden's substantial cash advantage -- has given Trump and his team cause for celebration as they head into the convention this month. And it has frustrated Biden supporters who would prefer to focus on Trump's sweeping second-term agenda and comments he made during the debate minimizing the Capitol riot and suggesting he might not accept the results of this election, either.




Instead of taking a victory lap, Trump has been lying low. While he sat for several radio interviews over the weekend and has been active on his Truth Social site, he has no public events on his schedule this week. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


That's partially a function of the calendar with the Fourth of July on Thursday. But Trump's team, recognizing that Biden's campaign faces intense pressure, is perfectly happy to keep the focus on the incumbent, according to people familiar with the strategy who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the campaign's thinking.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Brendan Buck, a Republican strategist who's not a Trump supporter, credited the ex-president for what he called an "uncharacteristically disciplined" response to the debate and for "letting Biden sort of twist in the wind."

    


But he said challenges remain for the former president as he seeks a second term.
"Trump still remains an incredibly vulnerable, bad candidate. And that's what makes all of this so much worse," he said of the debate debacle. "I think Donald Trump is still very capable of blowing this."
In a statement, Trump campaign spokesperson Karoline Leavitt said the campaign would "continue to build off the momentum earned by President Trump to grow our movement, raise the money we need to win, and head into the fall poised for a historic victory."
The recent events could also impact the timing of Trump's vice presidential rollout -- an announcement certain to garner a flurry of attention and a flood of stories about his chosen candidate's record and past statements.

    


Campaign officials have repeatedly said Trump will announce his pick when he's ready and still caution that an announcement could come anytime.
But some allies said they think he's now more likely to wait.
"Donald Trump has a hot hand. He's playing his hand perfectly," said Corey Lewandowski, Trump's 2016 campaign manager, who traveled with him to the debate June 27 and is now a senior adviser to the convention. Given the current situation, Lewandowski said, there's "no reason to announce anything and take the media attention away from Joe Biden."
While the election remains months away, Lewandowski argued Trump is in a stronger position now than he was at this point during his previous campaigns. 
"All of these things are indications that the campaign is looking to keep their foot on the gas and keep the pressure on the Biden campaign," he said.
In the meantime, aides have been exulting in the Biden campaign's troubles. Steven Cheung, Trump's chief spokesperson, dialed into a Biden campaign media call held Monday to respond to the Supreme Court's ruling and mocked the campaign on social media for letting him join.

    


On Wednesday, Trump campaign senior advisers Chris LaCivita and Susie Wiles also dug in, issuing a statement declaring the "Total Collapse of the Democrat Party."
"Every Democrat who is calling on Crooked Joe Biden to quit was once a supporter of Biden and his failed policies that lead to extreme inflation, an open border, and chaos at home and abroad," they wrote, accusing Democrats, the media and the "swamp" of having "colluded to hide the truth from the American public -- Joe Biden is weak, failed, dishonest, and not fit for the White House."
Biden and his allies, meanwhile, have tried to return the focus to Trump. They've noted that Trump again minimized the violence of the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol during the debate and refused to denounce those who attacked police officers and stormed the building by breaking doors and windows.

    


Trump also repeatedly declined to state unequivocally that he would accept the results of this November's election, saying he would do so only "If it's a fair and legal and good election." There is no reason to think it won't be, even as Trump for years has spread false fears about election fraud. 
Democrats have also called attention to Trump's mention of migrants entering the U.S. illegally taking "Black jobs" and "Hispanic jobs," arguing Trump was insulting people of color.
And Biden and his allies have warned about the implications of the Supreme Court ruling declaring Trump immune from prosecution for key moments listed in the Jan. 6 indictment. They have cited previous Trump comments that he would be a "dictator" on his first day in office and his threats to prosecute political enemies. 
Over the weekend, Trump shared several posts on his Truth Social network reflecting his long-simmering grievances and threats of political retribution. One of the posts suggested former Wyoming Rep. Liz Cheney, a Republican critic, was "guilty of treason" and asked supporters to share it if they wanted "televised military tribunals." Another post featured photos of Biden and other senior Democratic and Republican officials and suggested they should be jailed. 
"Trump now has the cover he needs to jail and assassinate his opponents, direct the military to overturn a free and fair election, and take cash in bribes for pardons -- with full immunity," Biden campaign spokesperson Ammar Moussa charged in a statement. "This November, the voters must stop Trump from turning the Oval Office into his throne room."
Trump has a long history of turning what would be devastating, career-ending episodes for anyone else into campaign fuel. 
Though he has been indicted four times and was convicted on 34 felony counts of falsifying business records, his criminal trial and conviction appear to have done little to damage his standing in the polls and instead helped him raise millions of dollars.
His campaign announced Tuesday that it had outraised Biden in the year's second quarter, with a reported haul of $331 million.
In a sign of how Trump's opponents feel about the state of the race, Buck, the Republican strategist, warned the former president could be in trouble if the debate fallout does somehow push Biden out of the race, even though that currently seems unlikely. Trump could then face a fresher face who is potentially more energetic and a better campaigner than Biden.
"This lucky week could turn unlucky," Buck said, "if it means Biden drops out."
In their statement, LaCivita and Wiles pushed back on that thinking even as they insulted Vice President Kamala Harris -- a possible Biden successor -- calling her the president's "Cackling Copilot."
Trump, they said, "will beat any Democrat on November 5th because he has a proven record and an agenda to Make America Great Again."
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Fossils show huge salamanderlike predator with sharp fangs existed before the dinosaurs

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Scientists have identified a giant salamanderlike predator with sharp fangs that likely ruled waters 280 million years ago.
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            1 of 3 | This July 2, 2018 image provided by Claudia Marsicano shows an image of the nearly complete skeleton from fossils recovered in Namibia of a giant salamander-like creature at the Paleontology lab in Cape Town, South Africa. (Claudia Marsicano via AP)
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This image provided by Gabriel Lio shows an artistic reconstruction of what the prehistoric salamander-like creature may have looked like. Researchers discovered a giant salamander-like predator that lived about 280 million years ago, using fossils recovered from Namibia. (Gabriel Lio via AP)
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            3 of 3 | CORRECTS YEAR TO 2015- This 2015 photo provided by Roger M. H. Smith shows Claudia Marsicano, professor at the University of Buenos Aires, examining the new basal tetrapod fossil at the discovery site of a salamander-like creature near the Ugab River in Namibia. Scientists have identified a giant salamanderlike predator with sharp fangs that likely ruled waters 280 million years ago. (Roger M. H. Smith via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Scientists have revealed fossils of a giant salamanderlike beast with sharp fangs that ruled waters before the first dinosaurs arrived. 
The predator, which was larger than a person, likely used its wide, flat head and front teeth to suck in and chomp unsuspecting prey, researchers said. Its skull was about 2 feet (60 centimeters) long.
"It's acting like an aggressive stapler," said Michael Coates, a biologist at the University of Chicago who was not involved with the work.
Fossil remnants of four creatures collected about a decade ago were analyzed, including a partial skull and backbone. The findings on Gaiasia jennyae were published Wednesday in the journal Nature. The creature existed some 40 million years before dinosaurs evolved. 
Researchers have long examined such ancient predators to uncover the origins of tetrapods: four-legged animals that clambered onto land with fingers instead of fins and evolved to amphibians, birds and mammals including humans.

    


Most early tetrapod fossils hail from hot, prehistoric coal swamps along the equator in what's now North America and Europe. But these latest remnants, dating back to about 280 million years ago, were found in modern-day Namibia, an area in Africa that was once encrusted with glaciers and ice.




That means tetrapods may have thrived in colder climates earlier than scientists expected, prompting more questions about how and when they took over the Earth.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The early story of the first tetrapods is much more complex than we thought," said co-author Claudia Marsicano at the University of Buenos Aires, who was part of the research.
The creature's name comes from the Gai-As rock formation in Namibia where the fossils were found and for the late paleontologist Jennifer Clack, who studied how tetrapods evolved.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/giant-prehistoric-salamander-tetrapod-bf56d8dfbd2e48908a87b32254f04b8d
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            1 of 10 | Ron Falk, 62, speaks of losing his leg, Tuesday, June 25, 2024 in Phoenix. Falk lost his right leg, had extensive skin grafting on the left one and is still recovering a year after collapsing on the searing asphalt outside a convenience store where he stopped for a cold soda during a blistering heat wave. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            2 of 10 | A woman who said she was homeless tries to keep cool on a children's splash pad, Tuesday, June 25, 2024 in Phoenix. Sizzling sidewalks and unshaded playgrounds increasingly are posing risks for surface buns as air temperatures reach new high during the searing summers in Southwest cities like Phoenix and Las Vegas. Very young children and older adults are especially at risk for contact burns. So are homeless people. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            3 of 10 | Ron Falk, 62, uses his wheelchair to navigate the corridors of his temporary lodging, Tuesday, June 25, 2024 in Phoenix. Falk lost his right leg, had extensive skin grafting on the left one and is still recovering a year after collapsing on the searing asphalt outside a convenience store where he stopped for a cold soda during a blistering heat wave. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            4 of 10 | Phoenix firefighters give medical attention to a homeless man, Thursday, May 30, 2024 in Phoenix. Sizzling sidewalks and unshaded playgrounds increasingly are posing risks for surface buns as air temperatures reach new highs during the searing summers in Southwest cities like Phoenix and Las Vegas. Very young children and older adults are especially at risk for contact burns. So are homeless people. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            5 of 10 | Ron Falk, 62, speaks of losing his leg, Tuesday, June 25, 2024 in Phoenix. Falk lost his right leg, had extensive skin grafting on the left one and is still recovering a year after collapsing on the searing asphalt outside a convenience store where he stopped for a cold soda during a blistering heat wave. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            6 of 10 | A man who said he was homeless tries to keep cool on a children's splash pad, Tuesday, June 25, 2024 in Phoenix. Sizzling sidewalks and unshaded playgrounds increasingly are posing risks for surface burns as air temperatures reach new high during the searing summers in Southwest cities like Phoenix and Las Vegas. Very young children and older adults are especially at risk for contact burns. So are homeless people. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            7 of 10 | A children's playground is unused in the heat, Tuesday, June 25, 2024 in Phoenix. Sizzling sidewalks and unshaded playgrounds increasingly are posing risks for surface burns as air temperatures reach new highs during the searing summers in Southwest cities like Phoenix and Las Vegas. Very young children and older adults are especially at risk for contact burns. So are homeless people. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            8 of 10 | Homeless people sit in the shade of a box container while eating food from a soup kitchen, Thursday, May 30, 2024 in Phoenix. Sizzling sidewalks and unshaded playgrounds increasingly are posing risks for surface burns as air temperatures reach new highs during the searing summers in Southwest cities like Phoenix and Las Vegas. Very young children and older adults are especially at risk for contact burns. So are homeless people. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            9 of 10 | Ron Falk, 62, puts on his prosthetic leg, Tuesday, June 25, 2024 in Phoenix. Falk lost his right leg, had extensive skin grafting on the left one and is still recovering a year after collapsing on the searing asphalt outside a convenience store where he stopped for a cold soda during a blistering heat wave. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            10 of 10 | People keep cool under misters outside a homeless shelter, Thursday, May 30, 2024 in Phoenix. Sizzling sidewalks and unshaded playgrounds increasingly are posing risks for surface burns as air temperatures reach new highs during the searing summers in Southwest cities like Phoenix and Las Vegas. Very young children and older adults are especially at risk for contact burns. So are homeless people. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            2 of 10 | A woman who said she was homeless tries to keep cool on a children's splash pad, Tuesday, June 25, 2024 in Phoenix. Sizzling sidewalks and unshaded playgrounds increasingly are posing risks for surface buns as air temperatures reach new high during the searing summers in Southwest cities like Phoenix and Las Vegas. Very young children and older adults are especially at risk for contact burns. So are homeless people. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            3 of 10 | Ron Falk, 62, uses his wheelchair to navigate the corridors of his temporary lodging, Tuesday, June 25, 2024 in Phoenix. Falk lost his right leg, had extensive skin grafting on the left one and is still recovering a year after collapsing on the searing asphalt outside a convenience store where he stopped for a cold soda during a blistering heat wave. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            7 of 10 | A children's playground is unused in the heat, Tuesday, June 25, 2024 in Phoenix. Sizzling sidewalks and unshaded playgrounds increasingly are posing risks for surface burns as air temperatures reach new highs during the searing summers in Southwest cities like Phoenix and Las Vegas. Very young children and older adults are especially at risk for contact burns. So are homeless people. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            8 of 10 | Homeless people sit in the shade of a box container while eating food from a soup kitchen, Thursday, May 30, 2024 in Phoenix. Sizzling sidewalks and unshaded playgrounds increasingly are posing risks for surface burns as air temperatures reach new highs during the searing summers in Southwest cities like Phoenix and Las Vegas. Very young children and older adults are especially at risk for contact burns. So are homeless people. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            9 of 10 | Ron Falk, 62, puts on his prosthetic leg, Tuesday, June 25, 2024 in Phoenix. Falk lost his right leg, had extensive skin grafting on the left one and is still recovering a year after collapsing on the searing asphalt outside a convenience store where he stopped for a cold soda during a blistering heat wave. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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                                        PHOENIX (AP) -- Ron Falk lost his right leg, had extensive skin grafting on the left one and is still recovering a year after collapsing on the searing asphalt outside a Phoenix convenience store where he stopped for a cold soda during a heat wave.
Now using a wheelchair, the 62-year-old lost his job and his home. He's recovering at a medical respite center for patients with no other place to go; there he gets physical therapy and treatment for a bacterial infection in what remains of his right leg, too swollen to use the prosthesis he'd hoped would help him walk again.
"If you don't get somewhere to cool down, the heat will affect you," said Falk, who lost consciousness due to heatstroke. "Then you won't know what's happening, like in my case."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Sizzling sidewalks and unshaded playgrounds pose risks for surface burns as air temperatures reach new summertime highs in Southwest cities like Phoenix, which just recorded its hottest June on record. The average daytime high was 109.5 degrees Fahrenheit (43 Celsius), without a single 24-hour high below 100 (37.7 C). 

    


Young children, older adults and homeless people are especially at risk for contact burns, which can occur in seconds when skin touches a surface of 180 degrees Fahrenheit (82 C). 




Since the beginning of June, 50 people have been hospitalized with such burns, and four have died at Valleywise Health Medical Center in Phoenix, which operates the Southwest's largest burn center, serving patients from Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, Nevada, Southern California and Texas, according to its director, Dr. Kevin Foster. About 80% were injured in metro Phoenix. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Last year, the center admitted 136 patients for surface burns from June through August, up from 85 during the same period in 2022, Foster said. Fourteen died. One out of five was homeless.
"Last year's record heat wave brought an alarming number of patients with life-threatening burns," Foster said of a 31-day period, including all of last July, with temperatures at or above 110 degrees (43 C) during Phoenix's hottest summer ever. 

    


A map released this week by NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Southern California makes clear just how hot surfaces like asphalt and concrete get in metro Phoenix. The data for the visualization of land surface temperatures was collected the afternoon of June 19 by a NASA instrument aboard the International Space Station that measures thermal infrared emissions from the Earth's surface. The yellow, red and purple of hot urban areas on the map contrast with cooler green spaces.
In Las Vegas, which regularly sees summertime highs in the triple digits, 22 people were hospitalized in June alone at the University Medical Center's Lions Burn Care Center, said spokesperson Scott Kerbs. That's nearly half as many as the 46 hospitalized during all three summer months last year.
As in Phoenix, the desert sun punishes Las Vegas for hours every day, frying outdoor surfaces like asphalt, concrete and metal doors on cars and playground equipment like swings and monkey bars.

    


Surface burn victims often include children injured walking barefoot on broiling concrete or touching hot surfaces, adults who collapsed on a sidewalk while intoxicated, and older people who fell on the pavement due to heatstroke or another medical emergency.
Some don't survive.
Thermal injuries were among the main or contributing causes of last year's 645 heat-related deaths in Maricopa County, which encompasses Phoenix.
One victim was an 82-year-old woman with dementia and heart disease admitted to a suburban Phoenix hospital after being found on the scorching pavement on an August day that hit 106 degrees (41.1 C). 
With a body temperature of 105 degrees (40.5 C) the woman was rushed to the hospital with second-degree burns on her back and right side, covering 8% of her body. She died three days later. 
Many surface burn patients also suffered potentially fatal heatstroke. 
Valleywise hospital's emergency department recently adopted a new protocol for all heatstroke victims, submerging patients in a bag of slushy ice to quickly bring down body temperature.

    


Recovery for those with skin burns was often lengthy, with patients undergoing multiple skin grafts and other surgeries, followed by months of recovery in skilled nursing or rehabilitation facilities. 
Bob Woolley, 71, suffered second- and third-degree burns to his hands, arms, leg and torso after he stumbled onto the broiling backyard rock garden at his Phoenix home, wearing only swim trunks and a tank top.
"The ordeal was extremely painful; it was almost unbearable," said Woolley, who was hospitalized at the Valleywise burn center for several months. He said he considers himself "95% recovered" after extensive skin grafts and physical therapy and has resumed some former activities like swimming and motorcycle riding. 

    


Some skin-burn victims, both in Phoenix and Las Vegas, were children. 
"In many cases, this involves toddlers walking or crawling onto hot surfaces," Kerbs said of those hospitalized at the Las Vegas center.
Foster said about 20% of the hospitalized and outpatient skin-burn victims seen at the Phoenix center are children. 
Small children aren't fully aware of the harm a sizzling metal door handle or a scorching sidewalk can cause.
"Because they're playing, they don't pay attention," said urban climatologist Ariane Middel, an assistant professor at Arizona State University who directs the SHaDE Lab, a research team that studies the effects of urban heat. 
"They may not even notice that it's hot."
In measuring surface temperatures of playground equipment, the team found that in 100-degree Fahrenheit (37.7 C) weather without shade, a slide can heat up to 160 degrees (71.1 C), but a covering can bring that down to 111 degrees (43.8 C). A rubber ground cover can hit as high as 188 degrees (86.6 C), a handrail can heat up to 120 degrees (48.8 C) and concrete can reach 132 degrees (55.5 C).
Many metro Phoenix parks have covered picnic tables and plastic fabric stretched over play equipment, keeping metal or plastic surfaces up to 30 degrees cooler. But plenty do not, Middel said. 
She said cooler wood chips are better underfoot than rubber mats, which were designed to protect kids from head injuries but soak up heat in the broiling sun. Like rubber, artificial turf gets hotter than asphalt.
"We need to think about alternative surface types, because most surfaces we use for our infrastructure are heat sponges," Middel said.
Hot concrete and asphalt also pose burn risks for pets. 
Veterinarians recommend dogs wear booties to protect their paws during outdoor walks in summer, or keeping them on cooler grassy areas. Owners are also advised to make sure their pets drink plenty of water and don't get overheated. Phoenix bans dogs from the city's popular hiking trails on days the National Weather Service issues an excessive heat warning. 
Recovering at Phoenix's Circle the City, a respite care facility he was sent to after being released from Valleywise's burn unit, Falk said he never imagined the Phoenix heat could cause him to collapse on the broiling asphalt in his shorts and T-shirt. 
Because he wasn't carrying identification or a phone, no one knew where he was for months. He has a long road ahead but still hopes to regain part of his old life, working for a concessionaire for entertainment events. 
"I kind of went into a downward spiral," Falk acknowledged. "I finally woke up and said, 'Hey, wait, I lost a leg.' But that doesn't mean you're useless."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/southwest-center-contact-burns-heat-81ff205cec4733d54cb5c5bb58dbe1b8



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Israel turbocharges West Bank settlement expansion with largest land grab in decades

    Israel turbocharges West Bank settlement expansion with largest land grab in decades

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 8 | Mourners carry the bodies of four Palestinians, killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 8 | Mourners take the last look at the body of Yazeed Shafea, 22, wrapped with an Islamic Jihad flag, who was one of four Palestinians killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 8 | Mourners take the last look at the bodies, wrapped with Islamic Jihad flags of four Palestinians, who were killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 8 | Mourners take a last look at the body of Yazeed Shafea, 22, wrapped with an Islamic Jihad flag, who was one of four Palestinians killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 8 | Mourners pray over the bodies of four Palestinians, wrapped with Islamic Jihad flags, who were killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 8 | Mourners pray over the bodies wrapped with Islamic Jihad flags, of four Palestinians who were killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | Mourners take the last look at the bodies of four Palestinians, wrapped with Islamic Jihad flags, who were killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 8 | Mourners take a last look at the body of Yazeed Shafea, 22, wrapped with an Islamic Jihad flag, who was one of four Palestinians killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    

    


    
    
        Israel turbocharges West Bank settlement expansion with largest land grab in decades

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 8 | Mourners carry the bodies of four Palestinians, killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 8
Mourners carry the bodies of four Palestinians, killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 8 | Mourners take the last look at the body of Yazeed Shafea, 22, wrapped with an Islamic Jihad flag, who was one of four Palestinians killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 8
Mourners take the last look at the body of Yazeed Shafea, 22, wrapped with an Islamic Jihad flag, who was one of four Palestinians killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 8 | Mourners take the last look at the bodies, wrapped with Islamic Jihad flags of four Palestinians, who were killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 8
Mourners take the last look at the bodies, wrapped with Islamic Jihad flags of four Palestinians, who were killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 8 | Mourners take a last look at the body of Yazeed Shafea, 22, wrapped with an Islamic Jihad flag, who was one of four Palestinians killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 8
Mourners take a last look at the body of Yazeed Shafea, 22, wrapped with an Islamic Jihad flag, who was one of four Palestinians killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            5 of 8 | Mourners pray over the bodies of four Palestinians, wrapped with Islamic Jihad flags, who were killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 8
Mourners pray over the bodies of four Palestinians, wrapped with Islamic Jihad flags, who were killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 8 | Mourners pray over the bodies wrapped with Islamic Jihad flags, of four Palestinians who were killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 8
Mourners pray over the bodies wrapped with Islamic Jihad flags, of four Palestinians who were killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 8 | Mourners take the last look at the bodies of four Palestinians, wrapped with Islamic Jihad flags, who were killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 8
Mourners take the last look at the bodies of four Palestinians, wrapped with Islamic Jihad flags, who were killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 8 | Mourners take a last look at the body of Yazeed Shafea, 22, wrapped with an Islamic Jihad flag, who was one of four Palestinians killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 8
Mourners take a last look at the body of Yazeed Shafea, 22, wrapped with an Islamic Jihad flag, who was one of four Palestinians killed by an Israeli airstrike late Tuesday, during their funeral in the West Bank refugee camp of Nur Shams, near Tulkarem, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Palestinian health officials say four Palestinians were killed by an Israeli airstrike in a refugee camp in the northern West Bank late Tuesday. Israel's military said an aircraft struck a group of militants who were planting explosives in Nur Shams refugee camp near Tulkarem. (AP Photo/Nasser Nasser)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            JULIA FRANKEL

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- Israel has approved the largest seizure of land in the occupied West Bank in over three decades, a settlement tracking group said Wednesday, a move that is likely to worsen already soaring tensions linked to the war in Gaza.
Israel's aggressive expansion in the West Bank reflects the settler community's strong influence in the government of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, the most religious and nationalist in the country's history. Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich, a settler himself, has turbocharged the policy of expansion, seizing new authorities over settlement development and saying he aims to solidify Israel's hold on the territory and prevent the creation of a Palestinian state.
Authorities recently approved the appropriation of 12.7 square kilometers (nearly 5 square miles) of land in the Jordan Valley, according to a copy of the order obtained by The Associated Press. Data from Peace Now, the tracking group, indicate it was the largest single appropriation approved since the 1993 Oslo accords at the start of the peace process.

    


Settlement monitors said the land grab connects Israeli settlements along a key corridor bordering Jordan, a move they said undermines the prospect of a contiguous Palestinian state.




U.N. spokesperson Stephane Dujarric called it "a step in the wrong direction," adding that "the direction we want to be heading is to find a negotiated two-state solution." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The newly seized land is in an area of the West Bank where, even before the outbreak of the Israel-Hamas war, settler violence was displacing communities of Palestinians. That violence has only surged since Hamas' Oct. 7 attack ignited the war in Gaza. Settlers have carried out more than 1,000 attacks on Palestinians since October in the West Bank, causing deaths and damaging property, according to the U.N.
The land seizure, which was approved late last month but only publicized on Wednesday, comes after the seizure of 8 square kilometers (roughly 3 square miles) of land in the West Bank in March and 2.6 square kilometers (1 square mile) in February. 

    


That makes 2024 by far the peak year for Israeli land seizure in the West Bank, Peace Now said. 
By declaring them state lands, the government opens them up to being leased to Israelis and prohibits private Palestinian ownership. This year's land seizures are contiguous, linking two already existing settlements to create a solid block near the border with Jordan. The lands were declared to be closed Israeli military zones before they were declared state land. 
The Palestinians view the expansion of settlements in the occupied West Bank as the main barrier to any lasting peace agreement, preventing any possibility of a cohesive state. Most of the international community considers settlements illegal or illegitimate.
Israel captured the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and east Jerusalem in the 1967 Mideast war, territories the Palestinians want for a future state. Israel's current government considers the West Bank to be the historical and religious heartland of the Jewish people and opposes Palestinian statehood.

    


Israel has built well over 100 settlements across the West Bank, some of which resemble fully developed suburbs or small towns. They are home to over 500,000 Jewish settlers who have Israeli citizenship. 
The 3 million Palestinians in the West Bank live under seemingly open-ended Israeli military rule. The Palestinian Authority administers enclaves scattered across the territory, but is barred from operating in 60% of the West Bank, which includes the settlements as well as areas with a population of hundreds of thousands of Palestinians. 
Yoni Mizrachi, the head of settlement tracking at Peace Now, described the land grab announced Wednesday as part of a strategy to establish a buffer zone between Jordan and Palestinian lands and choke off the practical possibility of a Palestinian state. The aim, he believes, is to push Palestinians into isolated islands surrounded by Israeli land.
"They definitely see this area as a strategic area, as the first and one of the easiest ways to begin annexation," he said.

    


Prominent human rights organizations have pointed to Israel's rule over the West Bank in accusing it of the international crime of apartheid, allegations Israel rejects as an attack on its legitimacy.
Smotrich was granted expanded powers over Israel's administration of the occupied territory under Netanyahu's governing coalition. Smotrich laid out his plans for the West Bank at a conference for his ultranationalist Religious Zionism Party last month, a recording of which was obtained by Peace Now. He said he intended to appropriate up to 15 square kilometers (nearly 6 square miles) of land in the West Bank this year. 
"We came to settle the land, to build it, and to prevent its division and the establishment of a Palestinian state, God forbid," he said during the conference. He vowed to "change the map dramatically" by claiming more West Bank land than ever before as state land. 

    


He also promised to expand the establishment of farming outposts, which hard-line settlers have used to extend their control of rural areas, and to crack down on Palestinian construction. 
The proliferation of outposts has driven up settler violence in the West Bank since the start of the Israel-Hamas war, rights groups say, leading several Palestinian villages to pick up and leave their land.
Palestinians say the violence is geared toward putting wide swaths of land under Israeli control and pushing the prospect of a Palestinian state further from reach. 
The U.S., E.U., UK and Canada have imposed high-level sanctions against violent settlers and settler organizations, but some of those targeted have told The AP that the measures have had little effect. 
The declaration published Wednesday was signed under the authority of Hillel Roth, a deputy Smotrich appointed earlier this year to boost settlement expansion and state land declarations in the West Bank, Peace Now said. 
The declaration came a day after Peace Now said Israeli authorities were scheduled to approve or advance construction of over 6,000 new settlement homes in the occupied West Bank in the coming days.
COGAT, the Israeli military body in charge of civilian affairs in the West Bank, was not immediately available for comment. 
Hamas cited the expansion of West Bank settlements as one of its justifications for the Oct. 7 attack into southern Israel, in which Palestinian militants killed some 1,200 people, mostly civilians, and took around 250 hostage. Israel has launched a massive offensive in response that has killed over 37,900 Palestinians, according to local health officials, who do not say how many were fighters.
The war has caused massive devastation across Gaza and displaced most of its 2.3 million people, often multiple times. Israeli restrictions, the ongoing fighting and the breakdown of law and order have curtailed humanitarian aid efforts, causing widespread hunger and sparking fears of famine.
___ Follow AP's war coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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            1 of 2 | FILE - A woman wipes away tears after a mass shooting at an Independence Day parade that left seven people dead and dozens wounded, in the Chicago suburb Highland Park, July 4, 2022. Violence and mass shootings often surge in the summer months, especially around the Fourth of July, historically one of the deadliest days each year. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh, File)
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            2 of 2 | FILE - Bullet casings litter the ground behind a press conference on July 5, 2023, in Shreveport, La. At least three people were killed and 10 others wounded in the shooting. Violence and mass shootings often surge in the summer months, especially around the Fourth of July, historically one of the deadliest days each year. (Henrietta Wildsmith/The Shreveport Times via AP, File)
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                                        Violence and mass shootings often surge in the summer months, especially around the Fourth of July, historically one of the deadliest days of the year.
A flurry of shootings around the holiday a year ago left more than a dozen people dead and over 60 wounded. Just two years ago, another mass shooting at a Fourth of July parade left seven people dead near Chicago. The mother of a 10-year-old boy left paralyzed by the attack said Wednesday that her family won't go to this year's parade, which is returning for the first time since the shooting.
"I don't know if we'll ever be able to attend the parade again," said Keely Roberts, who also was wounded.
The Gun Violence Archive, which tracks mass shootings involving four or more people regardless of whether they died, shows June, July, and August have had the highest total number of mass shootings over the past decade. The lowest totals were from December through March.

    


Independence Day topped the list with 58 mass shootings over the last 10 years -- closely followed by July 5, according to the archive. 
"It's the gathering, the free time, the drinking," said James Alan Fox, a criminologist and professor at Northeastern University, who oversees a mass killings database maintained by The Associated Press and USA Today in partnership with the university.




In the first half of this year, there were 19 mass killings -- 14 of them shootings -- with at least four dead in the U.S., according to the database. In 2023, the nation recorded the highest number of mass shootings -- 39 -- since the tracking began.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Researchers point to a combination of factors that historically have caused the summer months to see an increase in violence and shootings. 
School's out for the summer
Mass killings are far more likely to happen at a home and most often the victims are related to the shooter or are a close acquaintance.
When school is out, families are spending more time together, children are often home all day and there's a greater likelihood of more victims when everyone is under one roof, said Jesenia Pizarro, a criminology professor at Arizona State University.

    


Teenagers also have more idle time on their hands. "It's like the opportunity shifts in the summer," she said. 
After two mass shootings hours apart in Dayton, Ohio, left a total of three people dead and eight injured in late June, police said one of the shootings took place at a vacant house where hundreds of teens and young adults had gathered.
"It could have been a lot worse," said Eric Henderson, the city's assistant chief, who pointed out it was the third big party since mid-June where trouble erupted after young people took over a vacant house.
More social events, more drinking 
Family reunions, block parties and festivals in the summertime all bring more people together -- and create more opportunities for trouble, more so when there's drinking involved.
"It doesn't mean that those kinds of things aren't around in March or in January. They're just around at a lower extent than they are in the summertime," said University of Miami criminologist Alex Piquero. "We do know that just about every summer there's an uptick in violence. So I fully anticipate that happening this summer. I fully anticipate it happening next summer and the summer after that." 

    


The likelihood of being a victim of a mass shooting is still extremely low, but it does mean there's the potential for more victims if something happens at a crowded event. 
During the first weekend of this summer, there were several shootings where multiple people were killed or wounded at large gatherings, including in Montgomery, Alabama, where gunfire erupted during an unsanctioned street party with more than 1,000 people. Police said nine people were shot and that investigators found more than 350 spent shell casings.
Tempers rise with hot temps
Several studies have linked warm weather and hotter than normal temperatures with rising tempers -- and not just in the summer. They also link the increased temps with more violent crimes, although other factors often come into play. 
Former New York City police officer Jillian Snider, now a lecturer at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice, said she saw this firsthand in neighborhoods where a lack of air conditioning pushed people out onto their stoops or into parks on sweltering days. 

    


"It makes people a little angry because there's nowhere to cool down and tensions rise," she said. "You have no escape from that, you're just more upset."
___
Associated Press journalists Sharon Johnson in Atlanta and Sophia Tareen in Chicago contributed.
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It's considered the first American novel, but this 1789 book isn't quite summer beach reading
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            1 of 2 | This image released by Penguin Classics shows the title page of the first edition of the 1789 book "The Power of Sympathy" by William Hill Brown. (Penguin Classics via AP)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- In the winter of 1789, around the time George Washington was elected the country's first president, a Boston-based printer quietly launched another American institution. 
William Hill Brown's "The Power of Sympathy," published anonymously by Isaiah Thomas & Company, is widely cited as something momentous: the first American novel. 
Around 100 pages long, Brown's narrative tells of two young New Englanders whose love affair abruptly and tragically ends when they learn a shocking secret that makes their relationship unbearable. The dedication page, addressed to the "Young Ladies of United Columbia" (the United States), promised an expose of "the Fatal consequences of Seduction" and a prescription for the "Economy of Human Life."
Outside of Boston society, though, few would have known or cared whether "The Power of Sympathy" marked any kind of literary milestone.

    


"If you picked 10 random citizens, I doubt it would have mattered to any of them," says David Lawrimore, an associate professor of English at the University of Idaho who has written often about early U.S. literature. "Most people weren't thinking about the first American novel."




What the first American novel was like
Subtitled "The Triumph of Nature. Founded in Truth," Brown's book is in many ways characteristic of the era, whether its epistolary format, its Anglicized prose, its unidentified author, or its pious message. But "The Power of Sympathy" also includes themes that reflected the aspirations and anxieties of a young country and still resonate now. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Dana McClain, an assistant professor of English at Holy Family University, notes that Brown was an outspoken Federalist, believing in a strong national government, and shared his contemporaries' preoccupation with forging a stable republican citizenry. The letters in "The Power of Sympathy" include reflections on class, temperament and the differences between North and South, notably the "aristocratic temper" of Southern slave holders that endangered "domestic quietude," as if anticipating the next century's Civil War.

    


Like many other early American writers, fiction and nonfiction, Brown tied the behavior of women to the fate of the larger society. The novel's correspondents fret about the destabilizing "power of pleasure" and how female envy "inundates the land with a flood of scandal." Virtue is likened to a "mighty river" that "fertilizes the country through which it passes and increases in magnitude and force until it empty itself into the ocean."
Brown also examines at length the ways novels might be a path to corruption or a vehicle to uplift, mirroring current debates over the banning and restrictions of books in schools and libraries.
"Most of the novels with which our female libraries are overrun are built upon on a foundation not always placed on strict morality, and in the pursuit of of objects not always probable or praiseworthy," one of Brown's characters warns. "Novels, not regulated on the chaste principles of true friendship, rational love, and connubial duty, appear to me totally unfit to form the minds of women, of friends, or of wives."

    


Brown was likely more interested in shaping minds than in literary glory. "The Great American Novel" is a favorite catchphrase but wasn't coined until the 1860s. During Brown's lifetime, novels were a relatively crude art form and were valued mostly for satire, light entertainment or moral instruction. Few writers identified themselves as "novelists": Brown was known as a poet, and essayist and the composer of an opera. 
Even he recognized the book's lower stature, writing in the novel's preface: "This species of writing hath not been received with universal approbation."
How it became considered the first
"The Power of Sympathy" was commonly cited as the first American novel in the 1800s, but few bothered debating it until the 20th century. Scholars then agreed that honors should belong to the first written and published in the United States by an author born and still residing in the country. 
Those guidelines disqualified such earlier works as Charlotte Ramsay Lennox's "The Life of Harriot Stuart" and Thomas Atwood Digges' "Adventures of Alonso." Another contender was "Father Bombo's Pilgrimage to Mecca," a prose adventure by college students Hugh Henry Brackenridge and Philip Freneau, both of whom went on to prominent public careers. Written around 1770, the manuscript was later believed lost and wasn't published in full until 1975. 

    


Brown's novel was unexamined for so long that only in the late 19th century did the public even discover he had written it. Many had credited the Boston poet Sarah Wentworth Apthorp Morton, whose family had endured a scandal similar to the one in "The Power of Sympathy."
In 1894-95, editor Arthur W. Brayley of the Bostonian serialized the novel in his magazine, identifying Morton as the author. But after being contacted by Brown's niece, Rebecca Vollentine Thompson, Brayley published a lengthy correction, titled "The Real Author of the 'Power of Sympathy.'"

    


Thompson herself added a preface to a 1900 reissue, noting that Brown was close to Morton's family and alleging that the publication had been "suppressed" because Brown had bared an "unfortunate scandal."
A clock maker's son, Brown was a Boston native, likely born in 1765. He was well-read, connected, culturally conservative and politically minded; one of his first published writings was an unflattering poem about Daniel Shays, the namesake for the 1786-87 rebellion of impoverished Revolutionary War veterans in Massachusetts. Brown is also the author of several posthumous releases, including the play "The Treason of Arnold" and the novel "Ira and Isabella." 
His unofficial standing as "America's First Novelist" did not lead to broader fame. The novel, currently in print through a 1996 edition from Penguin Classics, remains more of interest to specialists and antiquarians than to general readers. 
Brown was not yet 30 when he died in North Carolina, in 1793, from what is believed to be malaria. He apparently never married or had children. No memorials or other historical sites are dedicated to him. No literary societies have been formed in his name. 
His burial site is unknown. 
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Severe overcrowding and a lack of exits contributed to the deadly stampede at an Indian festival

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Authorities say massive overcrowding, insufficient exits, and other factors contributed to a deadly stampede at a religious festival in Northern India that killed at least 121 people. (AP Video shot by Rajesh Kumar Singh and Manoj Aligad)
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            1 of 21 | A woman watches members of a forensic team investigate the scene a day after a fatal stampede, in Fulrai village of Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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A woman watches members of a forensic team investigate the scene a day after a fatal stampede, in Fulrai village of Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            2 of 21 | A man mourns by the body of his 37-year-old sister Ruby, victim of a stampede, outside Hathras district hospital, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            3 of 21 | Family members of 37-year-old Ruby, victim of a stampede, mourn after receiving her body from a mortuary as they prepare to leave for their hometown, outside Hathras district hospital, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            4 of 21 | A man weeps while hugging the father-in-law of his 37-year-old sister Ruby, victim of a stampede, outside Hathras district hospital, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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A man weeps while hugging the father-in-law of his 37-year-old sister Ruby, victim of a stampede, outside Hathras district hospital, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            5 of 21 | People injured in a stampede receive treatment at Hathras district hospital, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            6 of 21 | Members of a forensic team investigate the scene a day after a fatal stampede, in Fulrai village of Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            7 of 21 | Police tape cordons off the scene a day after a fatal stampede, in Fulrai village of Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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Police tape cordons off the scene a day after a fatal stampede, in Fulrai village of Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            8 of 21 | Rain puddles are seen at the scene of a fatal stampede, in Fulrai village of Hathras district about 350 kilometers (220 miles) southwest of the state capital, Lucknow, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 21
Rain puddles are seen at the scene of a fatal stampede, in Fulrai village of Hathras district about 350 kilometers (220 miles) southwest of the state capital, Lucknow, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            9 of 21 | Women mourn next to the body of a relative outside the Sikandrarao hospital in Hathras district about 350 kilometers (217 miles) southwest of Lucknow, India, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering in India rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores.(AP Photo/Manoj Aligadi)
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Women mourn next to the body of a relative outside the Sikandrarao hospital in Hathras district about 350 kilometers (217 miles) southwest of Lucknow, India, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering in India rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores.(AP Photo/Manoj Aligadi)
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            10 of 21 | Relatives mourn next to the bodies of their relatives outside the Sikandrarao hospital in Hathras district about 350 kilometers (217 miles) southwest of Lucknow, India, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering in India rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo)
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            11 of 21 | Relatives and volunteers carry the bodies on stretchers at the Sikandrarao hospital in Hathras district about 350 kilometers (217 miles) southwest of Lucknow, India, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Manoj Aligadi)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 21
Relatives and volunteers carry the bodies on stretchers at the Sikandrarao hospital in Hathras district about 350 kilometers (217 miles) southwest of Lucknow, India, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Manoj Aligadi)
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            12 of 21 | Jugnu, 35, mourns the death of his mother Munni Devi, 60, victim of a stampede, in Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Severe overcrowding and a lack of exits contributed to a stampede at a religious festival in northern India, authorities said Wednesday, leaving more than 100 people dead as the faithful surged toward the preacher to touch him and chaos ensued. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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Jugnu, 35, mourns the death of his mother Munni Devi, 60, victim of a stampede, in Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Severe overcrowding and a lack of exits contributed to a stampede at a religious festival in northern India, authorities said Wednesday, leaving more than 100 people dead as the faithful surged toward the preacher to touch him and chaos ensued. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            13 of 21 | Jugnu, 35, looks at photographs of his mother Munni Devi, 60, victim of a stampede, in Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Severe overcrowding and a lack of exits contributed to a stampede at a religious festival in northern India, authorities said Wednesday, leaving more than 100 people dead as the faithful surged toward the preacher to touch him and chaos ensued. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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Jugnu, 35, looks at photographs of his mother Munni Devi, 60, victim of a stampede, in Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Severe overcrowding and a lack of exits contributed to a stampede at a religious festival in northern India, authorities said Wednesday, leaving more than 100 people dead as the faithful surged toward the preacher to touch him and chaos ensued. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            14 of 21 | Uttar Pradesh State Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath visit the place where a fatal stampede took place in Fulrai village of Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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Uttar Pradesh State Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath visit the place where a fatal stampede took place in Fulrai village of Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            15 of 21 | Uttar Pradesh State Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath visits the place where a fatal stampede took place in Fulrai village of Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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Uttar Pradesh State Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath visits the place where a fatal stampede took place in Fulrai village of Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            16 of 21 | Villagers crowd at the site of Tuesday's stampede as it rains in Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Severe overcrowding and a lack of exits contributed to a stampede at a religious festival in northern India, authorities said Wednesday, leaving more than 100 people dead as the faithful surged toward the preacher to touch him and chaos ensued. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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Villagers crowd at the site of Tuesday's stampede as it rains in Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Severe overcrowding and a lack of exits contributed to a stampede at a religious festival in northern India, authorities said Wednesday, leaving more than 100 people dead as the faithful surged toward the preacher to touch him and chaos ensued. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            17 of 21 | Villagers watch officials visit the site of Tuesday's stampede as it rains in Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Severe overcrowding and a lack of exits contributed to a stampede at a religious festival in northern India, authorities said Wednesday, leaving more than 100 people dead as the faithful surged toward the preacher to touch him and chaos ensued. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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Villagers watch officials visit the site of Tuesday's stampede as it rains in Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Severe overcrowding and a lack of exits contributed to a stampede at a religious festival in northern India, authorities said Wednesday, leaving more than 100 people dead as the faithful surged toward the preacher to touch him and chaos ensued. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            18 of 21 | Villagers run past the site of Tuesday's stampede as it rains in Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Severe overcrowding and a lack of exits contributed to a stampede at a religious festival in northern India, authorities said Wednesday, leaving more than 100 people dead as the faithful surged toward the preacher to touch him and chaos ensued. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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Villagers run past the site of Tuesday's stampede as it rains in Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Severe overcrowding and a lack of exits contributed to a stampede at a religious festival in northern India, authorities said Wednesday, leaving more than 100 people dead as the faithful surged toward the preacher to touch him and chaos ensued. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            19 of 21 | Police officers control a crowd that gathered at the site of Tuesday's stampede as it rains in Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Severe overcrowding and a lack of exits contributed to a stampede at a religious festival in northern India, authorities said Wednesday, leaving more than 100 people dead as the faithful surged toward the preacher to touch him and chaos ensued. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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Police officers control a crowd that gathered at the site of Tuesday's stampede as it rains in Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Severe overcrowding and a lack of exits contributed to a stampede at a religious festival in northern India, authorities said Wednesday, leaving more than 100 people dead as the faithful surged toward the preacher to touch him and chaos ensued. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            20 of 21 | Uttar Pradesh State Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, talks to a woman who was injured in a stampede as she receives treatment at Hathras district hospital, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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Uttar Pradesh State Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, talks to a woman who was injured in a stampede as she receives treatment at Hathras district hospital, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            21 of 21 | Uttar Pradesh State Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, in saffron robes, gestures to a woman who was injured in a stampede as she receives treatment at Hathras district hospital, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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Uttar Pradesh State Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, in saffron robes, gestures to a woman who was injured in a stampede as she receives treatment at Hathras district hospital, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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                                        HATHRAS, India (AP) -- Severe overcrowding and a lack of exits contributed to a stampede at a religious festival that killed at least 121 people in northern India, authorities said Wednesday, as the faithful surged toward the preacher and chaos ensued among the quarter of a million attendees.
As police searched for the organizers of the event, an attorney for the preacher said he would cooperate with authorities. More than two dozen injured people were still being treated.
Deadly stampedes are relatively common at Indian religious festivals, where large crowds gather in small areas with shoddy infrastructure and few safety measures. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

The event had been permitted to accommodate only 80,000 people. It's not clear how many made it inside the giant tent set up in a muddy field in a village in Hathras district in Uttar Pradesh state.
It was not clear what sparked the stampede. The state's chief minister, Yogi Adityanath, told reporters that a crowd rushed toward the preacher to touch him as he was descending from the stage, and volunteers struggled to intervene.

    


An initial report from police suggested that thousands of people then thronged the exits and many slipped on the muddy ground, causing them to fall and be crushed. Most of the dead were women.




The chaos appeared to continue outside the tent when people ran toward the preacher, a Hindu guru known locally as Bhole Baba, as he left in a vehicle. His security personnel pushed the crowd back, causing more people to fall, according to officials.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Authorities were investigating and searching for the organizers, whose whereabouts were not known. Police registered a case of culpable homicide against two organizers, but excluded the preacher. Culpable homicide carries a maximum punishment of life imprisonment in India. Adityanath said he ordered an inquiry by a retired judge into the deaths.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Severe overcrowding, lack of exits and mud contributed to a deadly stampede in India
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports Indian victims and responders are recounting a deadly stampede and the rush to help.

    


    


A.P. Singh, an attorney representing the preacher, blamed some "anti-social elements" for disrupting the peace and creating chaos, the Press Trust of India news agency reported.
"The preacher is ready to cooperate with state authorities and the police," PTI quoted Singh as saying in an interview. 
Binod Sokhna, who lost his mother, daughter and wife, wept as he walked out of a morgue on Wednesday.
"My son called me and said, 'Papa, mother is no more. Come here immediately.' My wife is no more," he said.
The preacher's Sri Jagat Guru Baba organization had spent more than two weeks preparing for the event. Followers from across the state -- India's most populous with over 200 million people -- traveled to the village, with rows of parked vehicles stretching 3 kilometers (nearly 2 miles). 
State official Ashish Kumar said there were insufficient exits in the tent. Experts said the event violated safety norms. "The function was held in a makeshift tent without ensuring multiple exit routes," said Sanjay Srivastava, a disaster management expert.
Sonu Kumar was one of many residents who helped move dead bodies after the stampede and its "heart-wrenching" screams. He criticized the preacher: "He sat in his car and left. And his devotees here fell one upon another."

    


In 2013, pilgrims visiting a temple for a popular Hindu festival in central Madhya Pradesh state trampled one another amid fears that a bridge would collapse. At least 115 were crushed to death or died in the river.
In 2011, more than 100 people died in a crush at a religious festival in the southern state of Kerala.
___
Banerjee reported from Lucknow, India. Associated Press writer Krutika Pathi contributed from New Delhi. 
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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                    Rushing waters from the Blue Earth River have already left a trail of debris and destruction on the edges of a southern Minnesota dam that partially failed last week, but the structure most in danger may be the bridge that looms nearby.
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            Bridge near Rapidan Dam being surveyed for structural damage following floods

        
        
            Rushing waters from the Blue Earth River have already left a trail of debris and destruction on the edges of a southern Minnesota dam that partially failed last week, but the structure most in danger may be the bridge that looms nearby.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Bridge near Rapidan Dam being surveyed for structural damage following floods
Rushing waters from the Blue Earth River have already left a trail of debris and destruction on the edges of a southern Minnesota dam that partially failed last week, but the structure most in danger may be the bridge that looms nearby.
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            Family that lost home to flooded river vows to keep store open

        
        
            A Minnesota family that watched their home collapse into a swollen river near an at risk dam is vowing to reopen their nearby store.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Family that lost home to flooded river vows to keep store open
A Minnesota family that watched their home collapse into a swollen river near an at risk dam is vowing to reopen their nearby store.
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            1 of 3 | Floodwater continues to carve a channel around the Rapidan Dam, Thursday, June 27, 2024, near Mankato, Minn. Water breached the earthen abutment early Monday morning and rapidly eroded the west bank of the Blue Earth River. (AP Photo/Mark Vancleave)
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Floodwater continues to carve a channel around the Rapidan Dam, Thursday, June 27, 2024, near Mankato, Minn. Water breached the earthen abutment early Monday morning and rapidly eroded the west bank of the Blue Earth River. (AP Photo/Mark Vancleave)
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            2 of 3 | Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz addresses media members Tuesday, July 2, 2024, at the Rapidan Dam, in Rapidan, Minn. Rushing waters from the Blue Earth River have already left a trail of debris and destruction on the edges of a southern Minnesota dam that partially failed last week. (Casey Ek/The Free Press via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz addresses media members Tuesday, July 2, 2024, at the Rapidan Dam, in Rapidan, Minn. Rushing waters from the Blue Earth River have already left a trail of debris and destruction on the edges of a southern Minnesota dam that partially failed last week. (Casey Ek/The Free Press via AP)
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            3 of 3 | Floodwater continues to carve a channel around the Rapidan Dam, Thursday, June 27, 2024, near Mankato, Minn. Water breached the earthen abutment early Monday morning and rapidly eroded the west bank of the Blue Earth River. (AP Photo/Mark Vancleave)
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Floodwater continues to carve a channel around the Rapidan Dam, Thursday, June 27, 2024, near Mankato, Minn. Water breached the earthen abutment early Monday morning and rapidly eroded the west bank of the Blue Earth River. (AP Photo/Mark Vancleave)
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                                        ST. LOUIS (AP) -- Early last week, floodwater in rural Minnesota pushed debris against a more than century-old dam and then carved a path around it, eroding so much of the riverbank that most of a house fell into the river. Several days later, intense rain damaged a dam that holds drinking water for Houston, forcing officials to issue a potential failure warning.
"Something like this could happen, and it has happened, all over the country," said Del Shannon, former president of the U.S. Society on Dams.
There are roughly 90,000 significant dams in the U.S. At least 4,000 are in poor or unsatisfactory condition and could kill people or only harm the environment if they failed, according to data from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. They need inspections, upgrades and even emergency repairs.
It's a difficult problem in part because dams in the U.S. are roughly 60 years old, on average. It requires costly maintenance to keep decades of wear and tear from degrading dams, and resources to fix problems are often scarce, Shannon said.

    


Blue Earth County owns the Rapidan dam, a 1910 hydroelectric dam in Minnesota that is still standing but was badly damaged last week by the second-worst flood in its history. The dam hasn't been producing power, as previous floods knocked out that small source of revenue. The county of roughly 70,000 people had been considering spending $15 million on repairs or removing the dam at a cost of $82 million.


"The dollar amounts we're talking about ... are big amounts for a county our size," said County Administrator Bob Meyer. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A federal inspection in May didn't find major problems at the Rapidan dam, which isn't considered to pose a major threat to people if it fully fails. A federal investigation is now expected. Debris clogged the dam during flooding, forcing the river to divert around it -- the damage likely wasn't related to the dam's repair needs, Meyer said.

    


Dams are designed to withstand a lot of stress, but sometimes a flood will be too much and cause damage, according to Martin McCann Jr., director of the National Performance of Dams Program at Stanford University. Climate change may be making the problem worse in some parts of the country. A warming atmosphere holds more moisture, so bad rainstorms can release more water.
In Texas, officials said flooding damaged the Lake Livingston Dam's spillway about 65 miles (105 kilometers) northeast of Houston. They reassured the public that the dam is not in any immediate danger of failing.
The vast majority of dams are safe, and even when one does fail, deaths are rare. But large dams hold back tremendous amounts of water and energy, so they carry enormous potential for downstream destruction. That's why even rare problems are such a concern for state and federal regulators.
In 2017, for example, heavy rain damaged the spillway at the Oroville Dam in California, forcing nearly 190,000 downstream residents to evacuate. And after storms in 2020, the Edenville Dam in Michigan breached. Water rushed downstream and overwhelmed another dam, causing it to fail, too.

    


John France is an engineering consultant who led teams that investigated both of those incidents. He said that when many dams were built decades ago, engineers knew less about designing them to withstand floods. And although many were constructed far from populated areas, circumstances changed as cities and towns spread.
"There's this gradual building up of the hazard," France said.
After his teams' investigations, he's seen some improvements. The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, which licenses hydroelectric dams, added more thorough inspections that review a dam's design and construction to find weaknesses. Some states have looked at incorporating these reviews and France hopes FERC's broader approach will spread to state oversight programs.
Most dams are privately owned and there's a huge need for resources -- just fixing many of the country's most important dams could cost $34 billion, according to a report by the Association of State Dam Safety Officials. Minnesota, for example, regulates about 1,000 dams and helps provide some funding, but officials said there's "a difference between demonstrated need and funds available." The Biden administration's infrastructure law provided a rare boost for upgrades. Dam owners are responsible for keeping their dams safe and they can be held liable if something goes wrong. 

    


"We are one step away from holding bake sales to help the dam owners," quipped John Roche, a board member with the Association of State Dam Safety Officials. State officials try to help owners find grants so they can afford improvements. There is help, but there is even more need.
In southeastern Nebraska, the Nemaha Natural Resources District covers eight counties and raises about $4 million a year from a small property tax. With that money it must maintain about 380 structures -- the vast majority of which are dams -- including the Wilson Creek Dam 9-C, a roughly 840-foot-long (255-meter-long) earthen structure built in the 1960s for flood control.

    


"Funding is probably our biggest uphill battle," said the district's general manager, Kyle Hauschild.
After a poor inspection result in 2022, the district rushed to fix a rusty spillway at the Wilson Creek dam. The district keeps a maintenance list and prioritizes older structures, but if the public doesn't see a problem with a dam, it tends to forget about it, Hauschild said.
States have limited power to pressure owners to fix problems. Roche said regulators try to work cooperatively, but if that doesn't work, they can pressure owners by starting more confrontational enforcement proceedings.
"It takes a lot of diligence to keep enforcement actions moving along, as they can often take many years to resolve," Roche said.
In Colorado, officials consider whether a dam is a threat to humans and the severity of its defects. That helps them prioritize scrutiny and funding.
If an owner won't make needed upgrades, officials can wield a "regulatory hammer" and force owners to store less water behind their dams, reducing pressure and ensuring safety. That can kickstart action -- less water in a reservoir can hurt the ability of dam owners to supply water to the communities they serve, for example, according to John Hunyadi who oversees dam safety in Colorado.
But in many states, officials can't order the worst owners to remove their dams, France said.
"All the state agencies ought to have that authority," he said, adding that if an owner refuses, the state should be able to do it themselves.
___
Hanna reported from Topeka, Kansas.
___
The Associated Press receives support from the Walton Family Foundation for coverage of water and environmental policy. The AP is solely responsible for all content. For all of AP's environmental coverage, visit https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment
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Supreme Court opinion conferring broad immunity could embolden Trump as he seeks to return to power

    Supreme Court opinion conferring broad immunity could embolden Trump as he seeks to return to power
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            1 of 2 | Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Chesapeake, Va., Friday, June 28, 2024. (AP Photo/Steve Helber)
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            2 of 2 | FILE - Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks during a presidential debate with President Joe Biden, June 27, 2024, in Atlanta. During the presidential debate, Donald Trump did as he often does when it comes to the Capitol riot, skirting past the events of that fateful day, shifting blame for the mob's siege to others and declining to unequivocally say he will accept the results of this year's election. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- In her dissent from a Supreme Court opinion that afforded former President Donald Trump broad immunity, Justice Sonia Sotomayor pondered the potential doomsday consequences: A president could pocket a bribe for a pardon, stage a military coup to retain power, order the killing of a rival by the Navy's SEAL Team Six -- and be protected from prosecution for all of it.
The scenarios may sound part of an apocalyptic future. But the plain reality of the 6-3 opinion is that it ensures presidents have a wide berth to carry out official acts without fear of being criminally charged and it could embolden Trump, who was impeached twice and faced four separate prosecutions over the last year and a half, as he eyes a return to the White House.
The outcome is significant because Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee, has been public about wanting to pursue the same boundary-obliterating conduct that defined his four years in office, spawned criminal and congressional investigations and raised novel questions about the scope of presidential immunity that were resolved largely in his favor in Monday's landmark opinion. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


    


"Over the long term, I think it will broaden what presidents are willing to do because they will see that there's a gray zone that the Supreme Court laid out," said Princeton University professor Julian Zelizer, who studies political history. The effect of the opinion, he said, will be to "broaden the scope of what's going to be permissible" and give presidents sufficient cover for acts that may veer into criminality.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The opinion authored by Chief Justice John Roberts did not dismiss the case charging Trump with plotting to overturn the 2020 presidential race, as Trump had desired, and it left intact the long-established principle that there's no immunity for purely personal acts. But it significantly narrowed the case by finding that presidents enjoy absolute immunity for their core constitutional duties and are entitled to the presumption of immunity for other official acts.





    


"This is a full-throated endorsement of the unitary executive theory" in a dramatic way, said Cornell University law professor Michael Dorf, referring to the theory that the U.S. Constitution gives the president expansive control over the government's executive branch.
From a practical perspective, the court's opinion means that the trial judge, Tanya Chutkan, must now engage in further fact-finding analysis to determine how much of the conduct alleged in the indictment from special counsel Jack Smith can remain part of the case.
Importantly for Trump, the one area the conservative majority said was unquestionably off-limits for prosecutors was his command of, and communications with, the Justice Department. 
That includes his directives to department leadership after the 2020 election to conduct what prosecutors said were "sham" investigations into bogus claims of election fraud, as well as his attempts to use the department's authority to advance his fruitless efforts to remain in power.

    


Though the opinion doesn't make new law about the interplay between the White House and the Justice Department, Roberts affirmed that a president has "exclusive authority over the investigative and prosecutorial functions of the Justice Department and its officials" and may also "discuss potential investigations and prosecutions with his Attorney General and other Justice Department officials to carry out his constitutional duty to 'take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed.'"
"I do think that this is a norm-breaking opinion and I can imagine Trump using this as a basis for a complete destruction of DOJ independence," said Boston College law professor Kent Greenfield.
That position from the nation's highest court is welcome news for Trump, particularly as he and his allies have suggested wanting to use the power of the presidency -- including, presumably, the investigative authority of the Justice Department -- to pursue retribution against political enemies. 

    


After his May conviction in his New York hush money case, Trump suggested he might try to retaliate against Hillary Clinton, his 2016 opponent, if he returns to the White House.
"Wouldn't it be terrible to throw the president's wife and the former secretary of state, think of it, the former secretary of state, but the president's wife, into jail? Wouldn't that be a terrible thing? But they want to do it," Trump said in an interview on Newsmax. "It's a terrible, terrible path that they're leading us to. And it's very possible that it's going to have to happen to them."
More recently, he reposted a meme that suggested that former congresswoman Liz Cheney, who as the No. 3 Republican in the House broke ranks with her party and voted to impeach Trump over the Jan. 6, 2021 riot at the U.S. Capitol, had committed treason and should face a military tribunal.

    


The posts and comments raise concerns given how Trump's interactions with the FBI and Justice Department as president shattered longstanding norms and became central to special counsel Robert Mueller's investigation into whether he had obstructed an inquiry into potential Russia coordination with his 2016 presidential campaign.
Trump urged his then-FBI director, James Comey, to end an investigation into a close ally and fired him weeks later, berated his hand-picked attorney general, Jeff Sessions, for having recused himself from the Russia investigation and also sought the termination of Mueller. 
In his report, Mueller did not reach a determination as to whether Trump had illegally obstructed the investigation, declining to make a conclusion in part of because of a Justice Department legal opinion that says sitting presidents cannot be indicted. But he did say that presidents were not "categorically and permanently" immunized for obstructing justice by using their presidential power.
To be sure, there are safeguards still in place that could prevent most presidents from testing the limits of criminal immunity. The threat of impeachment by Congress remains -- Trump was impeached over a call with Ukraine's leader and Jan. 6, but acquitted by the Senate -- as do the practices, protocols and norms that govern Washington bureaucracy. 
Roberts, for one, sought in his majority opinion to downplay the impact, saying Sotomayor was striking "a tone of chilling doom that is wholly disproportionate to what the Court actually does today."
But even if the scope of presidential power is not directly expanded by the opinion, there's no question the ruling could benefit any future president determined to abuse those powers.
"Not every president will take advantage, but the lesson, I think, of Donald Trump is: one might," Zelizer said. "Or the lesson of Richard Nixon is: one might. And the 'one mights' are the lessons that you're looking for."
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            1 of 5 | Coastal Control Division Chief Liao Yun-Hung talks about a fishing boat intercepted by Chinese vessels Tuesday night, during a news conference in Taipei, Taiwan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Taiwan is calling for the release of a fishing boat after it was boarded by China''s coast guard and steered to a port in mainland China on Tuesday. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            2 of 5 | Deputy Director General Hsieh Ching-Chin answers a question about a fishing boat intercepted by Chinese vessels Tuesday night, during a news conference in Taipei, Taiwan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Taiwan is calling for the release of a fishing boat after it was boarded by China''s coast guard and steered to a port in mainland China on Tuesday. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            3 of 5 | Coastal Control Division Chief Liao Yun-Hung, left, with Deputy Director General Hsieh Ching-Chin, answers a question about a fishing boat that Taiwan said China detained Tuesday night, during a news conference in Taipei, Taiwan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Taiwan is calling for the release of a fishing boat after it was boarded by China''s coast guard and steered to a port in mainland China on Tuesday. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            4 of 5 | Deputy Director General Hsieh Ching-Chin, right, with Coastal Control Division Chief Liao Yun-Hung, answers a question about a fishing boat intercepted by Chinese vessels Tuesday night, during a news conference in Taipei, Taiwan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Taiwan is calling for the release of a fishing boat after it was boarded by China''s coast guard and steered to a port in mainland China on Tuesday. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            5 of 5 | Deputy Director General Hsieh Ching-Chin answers a question about a fishing boat intercepted by Chinese vessels Tuesday night, during a news conference in Taipei, Taiwan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Taiwan is calling for the release of a fishing boat after it was boarded by China''s coast guard and steered to a port in mainland China on Tuesday. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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            2 of 5 | Deputy Director General Hsieh Ching-Chin answers a question about a fishing boat intercepted by Chinese vessels Tuesday night, during a news conference in Taipei, Taiwan, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Taiwan is calling for the release of a fishing boat after it was boarded by China''s coast guard and steered to a port in mainland China on Tuesday. (AP Photo/Chiang Ying-ying)
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                                        TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) -- Taiwan said Wednesday that China warned its coast guard against interfering in the detention of a Taiwanese fishing boat, in what was seen as Beijing's latest attempt to assert its territorial claims in the Taiwan Strait. 
The incident comes as tensions have risen following the election of Taiwanese President William Lai Ching-te, whose party rejects unification with the mainland, and an apparent threat by Beijing to execute supporters of Taiwanese independence. 
Liu Dejun, a spokesperson for China's coast guard, said Wednesday that the Taiwanese fishing boat was detained on suspicion of illegal fishing. Liu said the boat violated a fishing moratorium in Chinese waters by trawling in a forbidden zone. Liu said the boat also was using nets that were finer than allowed by Chinese law.
Taiwan's coast guard repeated its call for the release of the boat and its crew members, who were taken from waters off the Taiwanese-controlled island of Kinmen just off the Chinese coast on Tuesday night. That call was complicated by China's refusal to communicate with Taiwan's current government.

    


A spokesperson for Taiwan's coast guard, Hsieh Ching-chin, said the boat was not in Chinese waters when it was boarded by Chinese agents and steered to a port in the Chinese province of Fujian. 




"First, we call on the (Chinese side) to provide an explanation, and second, to release the boat and its crew," Hsieh said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Dajinman 88 was intercepted by two Chinese vessels and Taiwan dispatched three vessels to help, but one that got close to the fishing boat was blocked by three Chinese boats and told not to interfere, the Taiwanese coast guard said in an earlier statement. 
Hsieh said four other Chinese boats joined in the operation, an indication of the massive expansion in recent years of China's navy, coast guard and maritime militia. 

    


The pursuit was called off to avoid escalating the conflict, Hsieh said.
The boat has a captain and five crew members, according to Taiwan's official Central News Agency. The crew are Taiwanese and Indonesian.
The vessel was just over 20 kilometers (12 miles) from Jinjiang in mainland China when it was boarded, Taiwanese authorities said.
China claims self-governing Taiwan is its territory and says the island must come under its control. 
Fishermen from both Taiwan and China regularly sail the stretch of water near Kinmen, and tensions have risen as the number of Chinese vessels has increased.
In February, two Chinese fishermen drowned while being chased by Taiwan's coast guard off the coast of Kinmen, prompting Beijing to step up patrols.
China has been increasing military actions around Taiwan's main island as well as the island groups of Kinmen and Matsu, which lie within sight of the Chinese coast. It also dispatches warplanes and navy ships daily around the island and holds military exercises, seen as rehearsals for a potential blockade or invasion. 
Taiwan's Defense Ministry said 20 Chinese People's Liberation Army Air Force planes crossed the median line of the Taiwan Strait between Tuesday and Wednesday. 

    


Last month, China passed new injunctions threatening to hunt down and potentially execute "die-hard Taiwan independence separatists." In response, Taiwan warned its citizens to avoid visiting the mainland and the semi-autonomous Chinese cities of Hong Kong and Macao. 
On Tuesday, a spokesperson for the Chinese Cabinet's Taiwan Affairs Office said the threat only affects a hard-core minority of Taiwanese, and accused Taiwan's governing Democratic Progressive Party of "willfully misinterpreting" the action in an attempt to spread fear.
Taiwanese citizens overwhelmingly favor the island's current de facto independence status, despite military threats and diplomatic isolation imposed by Beijing. 
Taiwan, a former Japanese colony, rejoined China after World War II but split away in 1949 as the Nationalists under Chiang Kai-shek were were defeated on the mainland by Mao Zedong's Communists. No peace treaty has ever been signed, even as ties including direct flights between the sides have burgeoned.
___
Associated Press writers Dake Kang in Beijing and Didi Tang in Washington contributed to this report.
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            1 of 6 | Daniella Lopez White, of Hawaii, uses a mirror while applying makeup, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at her apartment in Boston. Lopez White, who graduated from Emerson College in Boston this month and is on a tight budget, said TikTok influencers have helped her with tips on how to find affordable clothes at places like H&M and thrift shops. She buys makeup brands at CVS based on influencer advice. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 6 | Daniella Lopez White, of Hawaii, shops in the makeup and skincare isle of a CVS Pharmacy, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, in Boston. Lopez White, who graduated from Emerson College in Boston this month and is on a tight budget, said TikTok influencers have helped her with tips on how to find affordable clothes at places like H&M and thrift shops. She buys makeup brands at CVS based on influencer advice. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            3 of 6 | Daniella Lopez White, of Hawaii, poses for a photo on Tuesday, May 14, 2024, on the porch of her apartment, in Boston. Lopez White, who graduated from Emerson College in Boston this month and is on a tight budget, said TikTok influencers have helped her with tips on how to find affordable clothes at places like H&M and thrift shops. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            4 of 6 | Daniella Lopez White, of Hawaii, uses a mirror while adjusting her hair, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at her apartment, in Boston. Lopez White, who graduated from Emerson College in Boston this month and is on a tight budget, said TikTok influencers have helped her with tips on how to find affordable clothes at places like H&M and thrift shops. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            5 of 6 | Daniella Lopez White, of Hawaii, poses for a photo on Tuesday, May 14, 2024, on the porch of her apartment, in Boston. Lopez White, who graduated from Emerson College in Boston this month and is on a tight budget, said TikTok influencers have helped her with tips on how to find affordable clothes at places like H&M and thrift shops. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 6 | Daniella Lopez White, of Hawaii, poses for a photo on Tuesday, May 14, 2024, on the porch of her apartment, in Boston. Lopez White, who graduated from Emerson College in Boston this month and is on a tight budget, said TikTok influencers have helped her with tips on how to find affordable clothes at places like H&M and thrift shops. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            1 of 6 | Daniella Lopez White, of Hawaii, uses a mirror while applying makeup, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at her apartment in Boston. Lopez White, who graduated from Emerson College in Boston this month and is on a tight budget, said TikTok influencers have helped her with tips on how to find affordable clothes at places like H&M and thrift shops. She buys makeup brands at CVS based on influencer advice. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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Daniella Lopez White, of Hawaii, uses a mirror while applying makeup, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at her apartment in Boston. Lopez White, who graduated from Emerson College in Boston this month and is on a tight budget, said TikTok influencers have helped her with tips on how to find affordable clothes at places like H&M and thrift shops. She buys makeup brands at CVS based on influencer advice. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            3 of 6 | Daniella Lopez White, of Hawaii, poses for a photo on Tuesday, May 14, 2024, on the porch of her apartment, in Boston. Lopez White, who graduated from Emerson College in Boston this month and is on a tight budget, said TikTok influencers have helped her with tips on how to find affordable clothes at places like H&M and thrift shops. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            4 of 6 | Daniella Lopez White, of Hawaii, uses a mirror while adjusting her hair, Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at her apartment, in Boston. Lopez White, who graduated from Emerson College in Boston this month and is on a tight budget, said TikTok influencers have helped her with tips on how to find affordable clothes at places like H&M and thrift shops. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            5 of 6 | Daniella Lopez White, of Hawaii, poses for a photo on Tuesday, May 14, 2024, on the porch of her apartment, in Boston. Lopez White, who graduated from Emerson College in Boston this month and is on a tight budget, said TikTok influencers have helped her with tips on how to find affordable clothes at places like H&M and thrift shops. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            6 of 6 | Daniella Lopez White, of Hawaii, poses for a photo on Tuesday, May 14, 2024, on the porch of her apartment, in Boston. Lopez White, who graduated from Emerson College in Boston this month and is on a tight budget, said TikTok influencers have helped her with tips on how to find affordable clothes at places like H&M and thrift shops. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- TikTok and its bite-sized videos arrived in the United States as a global version of the Chinese app Douyin. Less than six years later, the social media platform is deeply woven into the fabric of American consumerism, having shortened the shelf life of trends and revamped how people engage with food and fashion. 
The popularity of TikTok coupled with its roots in Beijing led Congress, citing national security concerns, to pass a law that would ban the video-sharing app unless its Chinese parent company sells its stake. Both the company, ByteDance, and TikTok have sued on First Amendment grounds. 
But while the platform faces uncertain times, its influence remains undisputed -- and for now, arguably unrivaled. 
Interest in bright pink blush and brown lipstick soared last year, for example, after the cosmetics were featured in TikTok videos with looks labeled as "cold girl" and "latte" makeup. An abundance of clothing fads with quirky names, from "cottagecore" to "coastal grandma," similarly owe their pervasiveness to TikTok. 

    


Silly video snippets have spun food hacks like "smash burger" tacos - a burger fried with a tortilla on top - and "girl dinners" -- shorthand for a snack plate that requires less cooking and cleaning up than a typical evening meal - into cultural currency. And sometimes, into actual dollars for creators and brands.




Plenty of TikTok-spawned crazes last only a week or two before losing steam. Yet even mini trends have challenged businesses to decipher which ones are worth jumping on and stocking up for. A majority of the more than 170 million Americans who use TikTok belong to the under-30 age group coveted by retailers, according to the Pew Research Center. Whether fans of the platform or not, shoppers may have a #tiktokmademebuyit moment without knowing the origin story behind an eye-catching product. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The impact has been almost immeasurable," Christopher Douglas, a senior manager of strategy at the influencer marketing agency Billion Dollar Boy, said. 

    


What made TikTok such a trendsetter compared to predecessor platforms? Researchers and marketing analysts have often described the platform's personalized recommendation algorithm as the "secret sauce" of TikTok's success. The company has disclosed little about the technology it employs to populate users' "For You" feeds.
Jake Bjorseth, founder of the advertising agency Trndsttrs, which specializes in Generation Z, thinks the app's use of an interest-based algorithm instead of personal contacts to connect like-minded people is what gave TikTok the edge. Predecessors like Instagram, Facebook and Snapchat were known more for peer-to-peer networks. 
TikTok also changed the standard for what was considered desirable in social media content. Because the platform was designed to be easy to use, many videos lacked filters, lighting setups or production-level audio. "These minimally planned and produced" recordings made TikTok creators seem more authentic and allowed them to develop more intimate relationships with their followers than earlier breeds of influencers, Bjorseth said. 

    


In the early days of the app, TikTok recruited influencers from rival platforms by paying them to join and post content, according to Brendan Gahan, the CEO of influencer marketing agency Creator Authority. "Video-makers with as few as 1,000 followers still can earn commissions by promoting products in their videos, although those with at least 10,000 followers - and a minimum number of video views - are eligible for programs that pay them based on viewership.
The platform naturally has plenty of critics. Some experts argue that TikTok, like other social media sites, can be addictive and promote hours of endless scrolling, as well as unnecessary spending. Others accuse TikTok of promoting harmful behavior, like young girls engaging in skin care rituals and procedures intended for older women. 
Some observers accuse prolific TikTok video-makers of using gimmicks to concoct ersatz trends or repackaging the looks of an earlier era with attention-grabbing names. Yet for all the detractors who won't mourn TikTok if it goes away, a vocal base of fans hopes it doesn't come to that. 

    


Niki Maragos, a 26-year-old digital marketer from Charlotte, North Carolina, is one. She credits TikTok with transforming her personal style. Before frequenting the platform, she wore clothes from a single genre at a time and followed the same makeup routine.
Now she's into experimenting. To attend a recent music festival, for example, Maragos wore white ruffled bloomers, a black top and cowboy boots -- a vintage-inspired look known as "cottagecore" in TikTok speak. She's also tried applying faux freckles -- a sun-kissed cosmetics trick that's experiencing a renaissance -- and latte-toned makeup.
"TikTok has allowed everybody to be their own fashionista," Maragos said. "I have become free. I am going outside the box."

    


FASHION AND ACCESSORIES:
Casey Lewis, a trend analyst based in New York who previously worked as an editor at Teen Vogue, said TikTok's clout in the fashion arena first became apparent to her when videos about Birkenstock's Boston clogs overtook her "For You" feed in 2022.
Lewis thought it was odd since her brother, whom she described as a "frat boy" and not a fashionista, wore the cork-soled comfort shoes in college. As the number of TikTok videos exploded, some creators took to advising their followers where they could find the suddenly sold-out clogs.
"I'm not a psychologist, but I'm sure there's some psychology where your brain goes from thinking like, 'How weird? Is that fashion?'" she said. "And then suddenly you're obsessed with it."
Eventually, two other out-of-style shoes, UGG boots and Crocs, also saw their sales rebound after gaining a foothold with young consumers, Lewis said. The pace with which TikTok-shaped trends popped up -- many of them tagged with the suffix "core" in a reference to the wearer's style -- was so dizzying that Lewis devoted much of her Substack newsletter to them. 
In the last year, the hot pink ensembles of "Barbiecore" coexisted with the down-to-earth, deliberately unsexy looks of "dadcore" -- think chunky white sneakers, baggy jeans and polo shirts. The oversized cardigans and linen separates of "coastal grandmother," meanwhile, gave rise to "eclectic grandpa" a unisex aesthetic featuring sweater vests, loafers and mismatched prints. 
Looks based on the reimagined aesthetics of mob wives and Gilded Age author Edith Wharton also had short-lived moments. While the rotating cast of "cores" may not drive their adherents to buy entire wardrobes, they're "influencing spending in small ways, and that adds up," Lewis said.
"It's easy to dismiss them as simply micro-trends that aren't actually meaningful when it comes to consumer spending," she said. "But often, they actually are more meaningful."
Daniella Lopez White, 21, who graduated from Emerson College in Boston this year and is on a tight budget, said TikTok influencers have helped her with tips on how to find affordable clothes at places like H&M and thrift shops. But the platform also connected Lopez White to plus-size creators who feature fashions for larger-bodied women, which made her more confident in trying out new styles.
"Those TikTok trends really helped me figure out what parts of my body I want to accentuate and feel cute in and still incorporate my sense of style," she said.
After trying the "dark academia" trend, a blend of vintage fashion, tweed blazers and turtleneck sweaters, and "cottagecore," she has moved onto the "office siren" look, which combines corporate clothing with form-fitting pieces like pencil skirts and cinched blazers.
FOOD: 
With easy-to-follow cooking videos and clever hacks, TikTok became a go-to spot for home cooks during the COVID-19 pandemic. The platform made humble ingredients a star but in the process earned endorsements from some of the stars of the food world. 
"Every day, honestly, I am blown away by the creativity from the FoodTok community," restaurateur and chef Gordon Ramsay said in a TikTok video late last year.
Like the clothing styles of earlier eras, foods that had fallen out of fashion were resurrected via TikTok. U.S. sales of cottage cheese jumped 34% between April 2022 and April 2024 after videos promoting cottage cheese ice cream, cottage cheese toast and other recipes racked up millions of views.
Ben Sokolsky, the general manager of sales and marketing for Dallas-based dairy company Daisy Brand, said cottage cheese is seeing its highest sustained growth in nearly 50 years. The curdled milk product used to be a "secret sensation," but social media helped expose new customers to the protein-rich, low-carb food, Sokolsky said. 
The trend has had real impacts for Daisy Brand, which saw its cottage cheese sales double over the last five years. In April, the company announced a $626.5 million investment to expand a manufacturing facility in Iowa with at least 106 new jobs.
Some topics that went viral on TikTok even spawned analog equivalents. Last summer, TikToker Olivia Maher posted what she called her "girl dinner" of bread, cheese, pickles and grapes. It was a hit, with more than 1.6 million views. A handful of "girl dinner" cookbooks soon followed.
But the eagerness to try trendy foods had its downside. A 14-year-old in Massachusetts died after trying an extremely spicy tortilla chip popularized in so-called One Chip Challenge videos on TikTok and other social media sites. An autopsy of the boy, who had a congenital heart defect, found that eating a large quantity of chile pepper extract caused his death. Paqui, the maker of the chip, pulled it off the market.
BEAUTY:
TikTok has upended the cosmetics industry by promoting do-it-yourself skin and hair treatments, causing ingredients to get labeled as the next miracle cure or to be avoided, and featuring videos of people gleefully applying or panning the contents of their latest shopping hauls.
Get Ready with Me videos, which first became popular on YouTube, are also everywhere these days in shorter forms mainly due to TikTok. Makeup tutorials also were a fixture on YouTube before TikTok turbo-charged purchases for creating a new look du jour, such as the "glazed donut" skin and "strawberry makeup" popularized by Hailey Bieber. 
Influencers on TikTok and elsewhere have made freckles an asset with clips showing how to add faux ones with eyebrow pencils or broccoli florets. The "clean girl" aesthetic, a renamed version of the no-makeup makeup look, prompted both luxury and drugstore brands to rush out their own versions of skin tints and lip oils. 
Tiffany Watson, a college student who posts makeup tutorials on TikTok, says the platform has made the beauty space more fun by giving specific looks winsome titles. 
"It brings lightheartedness. It's fun to be able to put a cute little name on it, try something new and then see a community of people trying the same thing," said Watson, who currently has more than 31,000 followers on TikTok and has done paid partnerships with brands like Colourpop Cosmetics. 
Similar to YouTube, TikTok has helped popularize so-called "dupes" -- less expensive alternatives to pricier products -- to the benefit of brands such as e.l.f. Beauty, Revolution Beauty and NYX . 
"TikTok is one of the highly effective platforms for our community to talk to us -- and each other -- directly," Kory Marchisotto, the chief marketing officer at cosmetics brand e.l.f. Beauty, said. "They'll directly compare it to more expensive premium products, sometimes as a split-screen with e.l.f. and another brand."
Some veteran users of TikTok have noted the platform is almost too good in its role as both a tastemaker and a shopping search engine. Videos of influencers "decluttering" drawers filled with piles of barely used lipsticks, blushes and eyeshadow palettes are often as popular as the ones of people reviewing the products from their shopping sprees.
On the positive side, its defenders credit TikTok with promoting a more inclusive image of beauty and forcing brands to create products for a wider range of skin tones and hair types. Beauty retailer Sephora, which has more than 1.3 million followers on TikTok, announced last year a partnership to help new brands owned by women of color to expand their presence on the platform. 
Though the desire for clicks can encourage creators to follow the same hair and makeup trends, it also has given a diverse group of influencers a larger platform on which to champion or call out brands, Lewis said. She pointed to a recent controversy involving Youthforia, a brand that was criticized by some Black content creators after it released a foundation shade that resembled jet black paint. 
"With TikTok, people who otherwise weren't heard were suddenly heard," Lewis said. 
Watson, too, says the platform has helped bring more diversity to beauty videos compared to other platforms, where users had to intentionally seek out the type of creators they wanted to follow. 
"I see more diversity on TikTok because (with) every video you're swiping, you're seeing somebody new," she said. 
___
AP journalist Beatrice Dupuy contributed to this report. 
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How did a religious gathering in India turn into a deadly stampede?

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Authorities say massive overcrowding, insufficient exits, and other factors contributed to a deadly stampede at a religious festival in Northern India that killed at least 121 people. (AP Video shot by Rajesh Kumar Singh and Manoj Aligad)
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            1 of 9 | An injured arrives in an ambulance at the Sikandrarao hospital in Hathras district about 350 kilometers (217 miles) southwest of Lucknow, India, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering in India rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Manoj Aligadi)
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An injured arrives in an ambulance at the Sikandrarao hospital in Hathras district about 350 kilometers (217 miles) southwest of Lucknow, India, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering in India rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Manoj Aligadi)
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            2 of 9 | A man weeps while hugging the father-in-law of his 37-year-old sister Ruby, victim of a stampede, outside Hathras district hospital, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 9
A man weeps while hugging the father-in-law of his 37-year-old sister Ruby, victim of a stampede, outside Hathras district hospital, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            3 of 9 | People watch members of a forensic team investigate the scene a day after a fatal stampede, in Fulrai village of Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            4 of 9 | Villagers walk towards the site of Tuesday's stampede in Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            5 of 9 | People carry a woman on a stretcher outside the Sikandrarao hospital in Hathras district about 350 kilometers (217 miles) southwest of Lucknow, India, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering in India rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Manoj Aligadi)
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            6 of 9 | Sonu Kumar points towards the scene of a stampede while speaking with the Associated Press at Hathras district, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Kumar was one of many local residents who helped lift and move dead bodies after the accident. "The screams were so heart-wrenching. We have never seen anything like this before in our village," Kumar said. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            7 of 9 | A woman injured in a stampede receives treatment at Hathras district hospital, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            8 of 9 | A woman injured in a stampede receives treatment at Hathras district hospital, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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A woman injured in a stampede receives treatment at Hathras district hospital, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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            9 of 9 | Family members of 37-year-old Ruby, victim of a stampede, mourn after receiving her body from a mortuary as they prepare to leave for their hometown, outside Hathras district hospital, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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Family members of 37-year-old Ruby, victim of a stampede, mourn after receiving her body from a mortuary as they prepare to leave for their hometown, outside Hathras district hospital, Uttar Pradesh, India, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. Thousands of people at a religious gathering rushed to leave a makeshift tent, setting off a stampede Tuesday that killed more than hundred people and injured scores. (AP Photo/Rajesh Kumar Singh)
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                                        LUCKNOW, India (AP) -- More than 120 people died Tuesday in a stampede after a large religious gathering in northern India, one of the deadliest such accidents in recent years.
Authorities are investigating. The stampede among thousands of attendees is believed to have begun as the event, led by a Hindu guru known locally as Bhole Baba, was ending.
What happened?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Authorities believe massive overcrowding, insufficient exits, bad weather and other factors may have contributed to the high death toll.
The event was held in a large tent in a village in Hathras district, located in Uttar Pradesh state, amid sweltering heat and high humidity.
"Initial reports suggest that the closed enclosure of the tent led to suffocation, causing discomfort and panic among attendees," said senior police officer Shalabh Mathur.
Poor planning was another issue. Some 250,000 people turned up for the event, which was permitted for 80,000 and held in a muddy field. It's not clear how many were inside the tent.

    


As the preacher descended from the stage, officials said, devotees surged forward to touch him, causing chaos as volunteers struggled to intervene.




An initial police report suggests that thousands of people then thronged toward the exits. Many slipped on the muddy ground, falling and being crushed by the crowds.
Witnesses described further chaos as more devotees tried to follow the preacher as he left in his car. His security personnel pushed the crowd back, causing more people to fall, according to officials. Most of the dead were women.
Who is Bhole Baba?

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Hindu guru's name is Suraj Pal, but he goes by Bhole Baba. He is a Dalit, a group at the bottom of India's caste pyramid, and many of his followers are also from lower castes, female and poor.
He was a policeman until the late 1990s, when he quit his job to become a preacher. While not a household name nationally, he enjoys a large following in Uttar Pradesh and nearby states. Now in his 60s, he's known for dressing in all white, often sporting mirrored aviator sunglasses.

    


Bhole runs two ashrams in Uttar Pradesh and holds weekly religious gatherings, known as satsangs, where he often talks about leading a simple and virtuous life.
The preacher's Sri Jagar Guru Baba organization had spent more than two weeks preparing for this event. Police have launched a search for Bhole and other organizers.
In May 2022, Bhole held a gathering that drew over 50,000 people, but no casualties were reported.
How common are stampedes in India?
Deadly crowd surges are fairly common in India, especially during religious festivals where huge gatherings, sometimes in the millions, are held often in cramped areas with shoddy infrastructure and few safety measures.
There have been a number of stampedes in India over the past two decades. Many religious events are organized without adequate preparations, crowd control measures or even prior permission, said Sanjay Srivastava, a disaster management expert.
"Often such functions are held so regularly that sometimes police don't check whether guidelines are being followed," he said.

    


The event on Tuesday violated general safety norms, Srivastava added.
"The function was held in a makeshift tent without ensuring multiple exit routes. Typically, there should be eight to 10 well-marked exits opening into open areas," he said.
State official Ashish Kumar said there were insufficient exits in the vast tent. It's not clear how many there were.
One of the last major stampedes occurred in 2013, when pilgrims visiting a temple for a popular Hindu festival in central Madhya Pradesh state trampled each other amid fears that a bridge would collapse. At least 115 were crushed to death or died in the river.
___
This story has been updated to correct that a state official said there were insufficient exits, not that there was only one.
___
Pathi reported from New Delhi.
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.
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                    Patients continued to be evacuated from a hospital in the southern Gaza city of Khan Younis on Tuesday, after an overnight strike hit a home nearby and killed 9 people inside the zone that Israel said should be evacuated.


                
                
    Videos
                    2                   
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        

    

    
    





 


    
        
        

        
            
                

                

                
                    
                        
                            
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            

            
                On Now
            


            
                1:04

            
        

    
    
        
            Israeli airstrike kills 9 near Khan Younis hospital amid evacuation

        
        
            Patients continued to be evacuated from a hospital in the southern Gaza city of Khan Younis on Tuesday, after an overnight strike hit a home nearby and killed 9 people inside the zone that Israel said should be evacuated.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Israeli airstrike kills 9 near Khan Younis hospital amid evacuation
Patients continued to be evacuated from a hospital in the southern Gaza city of Khan Younis on Tuesday, after an overnight strike hit a home nearby and killed 9 people inside the zone that Israel said should be evacuated.
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            Israeli airstrike on Deir al-Balah kills at least 8 people

        
        
            An Israeli airstrike on Tuesday killed at least eight people, including four children and two women in the central Gaza Strip city of Deir al-Balah, hospital authorities in the territory said.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Israeli airstrike on Deir al-Balah kills at least 8 people
An Israeli airstrike on Tuesday killed at least eight people, including four children and two women in the central Gaza Strip city of Deir al-Balah, hospital authorities in the territory said.
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            1 of 7 | Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip flee from parts of Khan Younis following an evacuation order by the Israeli army to leave the eastern part of Gaza Strip's second largest city on Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip flee from parts of Khan Younis following an evacuation order by the Israeli army to leave the eastern part of Gaza Strip's second largest city on Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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            2 of 7 | Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip flee from parts of Khan Younis following an evacuation order by the Israeli army to leave the eastern part of Gaza Strip's second largest city on Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip flee from parts of Khan Younis following an evacuation order by the Israeli army to leave the eastern part of Gaza Strip's second largest city on Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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            3 of 7 | Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip flee from parts of Khan Younis following an evacuation order by the Israeli army to leave the eastern part of Gaza Strip's second largest city on Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip flee from parts of Khan Younis following an evacuation order by the Israeli army to leave the eastern part of Gaza Strip's second largest city on Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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            4 of 7 | Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip flee from parts of Khan Younis following an evacuation order by the Israeli army to leave the eastern part of Gaza Strip's second largest city on Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip flee from parts of Khan Younis following an evacuation order by the Israeli army to leave the eastern part of Gaza Strip's second largest city on Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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            5 of 7 | Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip flee from parts of Khan Younis following an evacuation order by the Israeli army to leave the eastern part of Gaza Strip's second largest city on Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip flee from parts of Khan Younis following an evacuation order by the Israeli army to leave the eastern part of Gaza Strip's second largest city on Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Saher Alghorra)
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            6 of 7 | Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip flee from parts of Khan Younis following an evacuation order by the Israeli army to leave the eastern part of Gaza Strip's second largest city on Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip flee from parts of Khan Younis following an evacuation order by the Israeli army to leave the eastern part of Gaza Strip's second largest city on Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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            7 of 7 | Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip flee from parts of Khan Younis following an evacuation order by the Israeli army to leave the eastern part of Gaza Strip's second largest city on Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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Palestinians displaced by the Israeli air and ground offensive on the Gaza Strip flee from parts of Khan Younis following an evacuation order by the Israeli army to leave the eastern part of Gaza Strip's second largest city on Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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                                        DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip (AP) -- An Israeli airstrike killed a prominent Palestinian doctor and eight members of his extended family on Tuesday after they complied with military orders to evacuate their home and moved into an Israeli-designated safe zone.
The Hamdan family -- around a dozen people from three generations -- fled their home in the middle of the night after the Israeli military ordered an evacuation from the southern Gaza city of Khan Younis. 
They found refuge with extended relatives in a building further north, inside an Israeli-declared safe zone. But hours after they arrived, an Israeli airstrike on Tuesday afternoon hit their building in the town of Deir al-Balah, killing nine members of the family and three others.
In all, five children and three women were among the dead, according to hospital records and a relative who survived.

    


Israel's order on Monday for people to leave the eastern half of Khan Younis -- the territory's second-largest city -- has triggered the third mass flight of Palestinians in as many months, throwing the population deeper into confusion, chaos and misery as they scramble once again to find safety.




About 250,000 people live in the area covered by the order, according to the United Nations. Many of them had just returned to their homes there after fleeing Israel's invasion of Khan Younis earlier this year -- or had just taken refuge there after escaping Israel's offensive in the city of Rafah, further south.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The order also prompted a frantic flight from European General Hospital, Gaza's second-largest hospital, located in the evacuation area. The facility shut down after staffers and more than 200 patients were evacuated overnight and on Tuesday, along with thousands of displaced who had sheltered on the hospital grounds, according to the staff and the International Committee of the Red Cross, which had a medical team there.

    


Hisham Mhanna, the ICRC spokesperson in Gaza, said some families dragged patients in their hospital beds through the streets for up to 10 kilometers (6 miles) to reach safety. Ambulances moved others elsewhere as staff rushed out valuable equipment, including X-ray and ultrasound machines and endoscopy devices now so scarce, said a nurse, Muhammad Younis. 
Hours after ordering the evacuation, the Israeli military said the hospital was not included in that order. But the staff said they feared a repeat of previous Israeli raids on other Gaza hospitals. 
"Many hospitals have come to rubble and have been turned into battlefields or graveyards," Mhanna said. 
Israel has raided hospitals, saying Hamas uses them for military purposes, a claim Gaza's medical officials deny. 
On Tuesday, cars loaded with personal belongings streamed out of eastern Khan Younis, though the number of those fleeing was not immediately known. The new exodus comes on top of the 1 million people who fled Rafah since May, as well as tens of thousands who were displaced the past week from a new Israeli offensive in the Shijaiyah district of northern Gaza.

    


"We left everything behind," said Munir Hamza, a father of three children who on Monday night fled his home in an eastern district of Khan Younis for the second time. "We are tired of moving and displacement. ... This is unbearable."
Nowhere safe
Up to 15 members of the Hamdan family fled their Khan Younis home and arrived late on Monday at their extended family's building in Deir al-Balah, said Asmaa Salim, a relative who lived in the building.
The building was located inside the extended humanitarian zone that the Israeli military had declared when it began its offensive in Rafah in May, telling Palestinians to evacuate there for safety.
The strike came around 3 p.m. on Tuesday. Associated Press video shows an entire floor of the building gutted. "Almost everyone inside was martyred, only two or three survived," Salim told the AP.
A list of the dead posted at the nearby Al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital said those killed included the family patriarch, 62-year-old dermatologist Hassan Hamdan, as well as his wife and their adult son and daughter. Four of their grandchildren, aged 3 to 5, and the mother of two of the children were also killed. A man and his 5-year-old son who lived in the building and a man on the street outside were also killed in the strike, which wounded 10 other people, including several children.

    


The Israeli military did not immediately respond to requests for comment on the strike.
Flight from Khan Younis
Monday's evacuation order suggested a new ground assault into Khan Younis could be coming though there was no immediate sign of one. Israeli forces waged a months-long offensive there earlier this year, battling Hamas militants and leaving large swaths of the southern city destroyed or heavily damaged.
Israel has repeatedly moved back into parts of the Gaza Strip it previously invaded to root out militants it said had regrouped -- a sign of Hamas' continued capabilities even after nearly nine months of war in Gaza.

    


Israel's campaign has killed more than 37,900 Palestinians, the majority women and children, according to Gaza's Health Ministry, which doesn't distinguish combatants among its count. Israel launched its campaign after Hamas' Oct. 7 attack in which militants killed some 1,200 people in southern Israel and took around 250 others hostage.
The Israeli military said Tuesday it estimates that some 1.8 million Palestinians are now in the humanitarian zone it declared, covering a stretch of about 14 kilometers (8.6 miles) along Gaza's Mediterranean coast. Much of that area is now blanketed with tent camps that lack sanitation and medical facilities with limited access to aid, U.N. and humanitarian groups say. Families live amid mountains of trash and streams of water contaminated by sewage.
The amount of food and other supplies getting into Gaza has plunged since the Rafah offensive began. The U.N. says fighting, Israeli military restrictions and general chaos -- including looting of trucks by criminal gangs in Gaza -- make it near impossible for it to pick up truckloads of goods that Israel has let in. As a result, cargo is stacked up uncollected just inside Gaza at the main Kerem Shalom crossing with Israel, near Rafah.
The Norwegian Refugee Council said last week that it surveyed nearly 1,100 families who fled Rafah and 83% of them reported having no access to food and more than half had no access to safe water.
On Tuesday, more families fleeing Khan Younis were trying to find space in the zone. Um Abdel-Rahman said she and her family of four children -- the youngest 3 years old -- walked for hours during the night to reach the zone only to find no place to stay.
"There is no room for anyone," she said. "We are waiting and have nothing to do but wait."
 Noha al-Bana said she has been displaced four times since fleeing Gaza City in the north early in the war.
"We have been humiliated," she said. "No proper food, no proper water, no proper bathrooms, no proper place for sleep. ... Fear, fear, fear. There is no safety. No safety at home, no safety in the tents."
___
Magdy and Keath reported from Cairo. Associated Press writer Sarah El Deeb in Beirut contributed to this report.
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            1 of 6 | FILE - In this Sunday, Oct. 11, 2020 file photo France's Kylian Mbappe and Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo, right, greet each other before the Nations League soccer match between France and Portugal at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis, north of Paris, France. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)
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            2 of 6 | FILE - Kylian Mbappe of France during a Group D match between the France and Poland at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic, File)
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            3 of 6 | FILE - Kylian Mbappe of France wears a face mask during a round of sixteen match between France and Belgium at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Duesseldorf, Germany, on July 1, 2024. Kylian Mbappe has had more masks than goals at Euro 2024. Widely regarded as the heir to Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo as soccer's biggest icon, the France striker is struggling with his peripheral vision due to the protective face covering he has been fitted with since breaking his nose at the start of the European Championship.(AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            4 of 6 | FILE - Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo during a round of sixteen match between Portugal and Slovenia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)
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            5 of 6 | Antoine Griezmann of France walks to take a corner kick during a round of sixteen match between France and Belgium at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Duesseldorf, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            1 of 6 | FILE - In this Sunday, Oct. 11, 2020 file photo France's Kylian Mbappe and Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo, right, greet each other before the Nations League soccer match between France and Portugal at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis, north of Paris, France. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)
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            2 of 6 | FILE - Kylian Mbappe of France during a Group D match between the France and Poland at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic, File)
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            3 of 6 | FILE - Kylian Mbappe of France wears a face mask during a round of sixteen match between France and Belgium at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Duesseldorf, Germany, on July 1, 2024. Kylian Mbappe has had more masks than goals at Euro 2024. Widely regarded as the heir to Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo as soccer's biggest icon, the France striker is struggling with his peripheral vision due to the protective face covering he has been fitted with since breaking his nose at the start of the European Championship.(AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            4 of 6 | FILE - Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo during a round of sixteen match between Portugal and Slovenia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 6
FILE - Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo during a round of sixteen match between Portugal and Slovenia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)
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            5 of 6 | Antoine Griezmann of France walks to take a corner kick during a round of sixteen match between France and Belgium at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Duesseldorf, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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                                        HAMBURG, Germany (AP) -- Kylian Mbappe described Cristiano Ronaldo as a "footballing legend" and "one of a kind" as the superstars prepare to meet in the European Championship quarterfinals.
For many, the major subplot of the Portugal vs. France match in Hamburg on Friday is the head to head between their captains.
Mbappe has previously called Ronaldo his idol and he spoke in glowing terms about the 39-year-old striker who has said he is playing in his last European Championship.
"Everyone knows just how much I admire Cristiano Ronaldo as a player," Mbappe said on Thursday in the pre-match news conference. "Over time, I have been lucky to brush shoulders with him, to get to know and have a chat with him. We are still in contact. He is always helping me -- he keeps up with what is going on in my life and he gives me tips.
"It's an honor for me, especially when we think about what he has done for the footballing world. Regardless of what has happened before or what happens after, he will be a footballing legend."

    


Mbappe recently signed for Real Madrid, where Ronaldo starred from 2009-18, and now he could bring an end to his rival's European Championship career.




So, does he see it as a "passing-of-the-baton" occasion?
"No, I think that he is one of kind," Mbappe said. "There is only one Cristiano Ronaldo, there will only ever be one.
"I am following my own path. My dream of playing at Real Madrid is coming a reality. I hope that I will also be able to mark football but I am not going to write the next chapter of Cristiano Ronaldo's story. I hope I will be able to be one of a kind at Real Madrid and be completely different."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mbappe, who was the top scorer at the 2022 World Cup with eight goals, has netted only once in three games at Euro 2024 -- from the penalty spot -- as the French struggle to get their attacking game flowing.
Indeed, no France player has scored from open play, the team's other two goals being own-goals.

    


Mbappe said he was having to modify his style of play for his country because of the different personnel behind him.
"A forward needs to adapt to all the different situations, to teammates, to different player profiles on the pitch," he said. "We had different players when I first started -- Paul Pogba, for example, in midfield and with him I knew I needed to get my head down and run. I call for the ball and the ball is at my feet.
"Now, it's different. The idea is about analyzing the type of players you are playing with. With the players we have, maybe we can't play into space because it isn't their type of playing style. But if there are spaces, I love eating up those spaces."
Among those being called out for particular criticism for France's lack of a cutting edge in attack is Antoine Griezmann, who has played in two positions -- central midfield and on the right wing -- so far and was even dropped for the group closer against Poland.
Mbappe said Griezmann has "been in the firing line" and deserved better after playing 133 times for France and being a key member of the team that won the World Cup in 2018 and reached the final in 2022.
"It is maybe a tough spell at the moment and it's a shame we are kicking him while he is down," Mbappe said. "It doesn't sit well with me -- he is one of the best players in modern French football."
___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/mbappe-ronaldo-euro-27bf4d24a8e71856f2a95dea07ad5ba2
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            1 of 13 | Serbia's Novak Djokovic plays a forehand return to Britain's Jacob Fearnley during their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            2 of 13 | Serbia's Novak Djokovic reacts after winning a point against Britain's Jacob Fearnley during their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            3 of 13 | Serbia's Novak Djokovic plays a forehand return to Britain's Jacob Fearnley during their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            4 of 13 | Serbia's Novak Djokovic plays a backhand return to Britain's Jacob Fearnley during their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            5 of 13 | Britain's Jacob Fearnley plays a forehand return to Serbia's Novak Djokovic during their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            6 of 13 | Supporters of Britain's Jacob Fearnley react from his players box during his second round match against Serbia's Novak Djokovic at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            7 of 13 | Supporters of Britain's Jacob Fearnley plays a forehand return during his second round match against Serbia's Novak Djokovic at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            8 of 13 | Serbia's Novak Djokovic falls during his second round match against Britain's Jacob Fearnley at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            9 of 13 | Serbia's Novak Djokovic plays a forehand return to Britain's Jacob Fearnley during their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            10 of 13 | Iga Swiatek of Poland plays a forehand return to Petra Martic of Croatia during their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            11 of 13 | Iga Swiatek of Poland reacts after defeating Petra Martic of Croatia in their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            12 of 13 | Madison Keys of the United States plays a forehand return to Yafan Wang of China during their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            13 of 13 | Ben Shelton of the United States celebrates after defeating Lloyd Harris of South Africa in their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            1 of 13 | Serbia's Novak Djokovic plays a forehand return to Britain's Jacob Fearnley during their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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Serbia's Novak Djokovic plays a forehand return to Britain's Jacob Fearnley during their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            2 of 13 | Serbia's Novak Djokovic reacts after winning a point against Britain's Jacob Fearnley during their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            3 of 13 | Serbia's Novak Djokovic plays a forehand return to Britain's Jacob Fearnley during their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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Serbia's Novak Djokovic plays a forehand return to Britain's Jacob Fearnley during their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            4 of 13 | Serbia's Novak Djokovic plays a backhand return to Britain's Jacob Fearnley during their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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Serbia's Novak Djokovic plays a backhand return to Britain's Jacob Fearnley during their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            5 of 13 | Britain's Jacob Fearnley plays a forehand return to Serbia's Novak Djokovic during their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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Britain's Jacob Fearnley plays a forehand return to Serbia's Novak Djokovic during their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            6 of 13 | Supporters of Britain's Jacob Fearnley react from his players box during his second round match against Serbia's Novak Djokovic at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            7 of 13 | Supporters of Britain's Jacob Fearnley plays a forehand return during his second round match against Serbia's Novak Djokovic at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            8 of 13 | Serbia's Novak Djokovic falls during his second round match against Britain's Jacob Fearnley at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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Serbia's Novak Djokovic falls during his second round match against Britain's Jacob Fearnley at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            9 of 13 | Serbia's Novak Djokovic plays a forehand return to Britain's Jacob Fearnley during their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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Serbia's Novak Djokovic plays a forehand return to Britain's Jacob Fearnley during their second round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 4, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Novak Djokovic says he wouldn't have been surprised if his second-round match against young Jacob Fearnley at Wimbledon went to a fifth set, but he's "very glad it didn't."
The seven-time champion at the All England Club beat his 22-year-old Scottish opponent 6-3, 6-4, 5-7, 7-5 on Centre Court on Thursday in another test of his fitness following recent knee surgery.
"Can I be playing better and moving better? Yes, absolutely," Djokovic said in an on-court interview. "So I'm hoping that as the tournament progresses each day or each match I'll be feeling a bit better."
Fearnley, a wild-card entry who recently finished playing college tennis at TCU, had a strong cheering section that erupted when he took the third set.
"He served very well, it was very difficult to break his serve. He made me work, definitely," said Djokovic, who will face Alexei Popyrin in the third round.

    


The 24-time Grand Slam champion said he should have closed it out in straight sets but that he "was not really comfortable in my own skin, particularly in the third and fourth.
"Sometimes you have rough days where maybe you are not feeling your best," he added, "and of course it also depends on the opponent across the net. He made me earn this victory."




It was a big day for Britain on and off the court -- with the U.K. holding a national election and several locals in the spotlight.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"It's a great day for British tennis, and there's no better place to do it than at home at Wimbledon," Fearnley said. "Yeah, it's an unbelievable tournament, unbelievable crowd."
It got off to a rough start when wild-card entry Yuriko Lily Miyazaki won only 19 points en route to a 6-0, 6-0 loss to Daria Kasatkina.
The 28-year-old Miyazaki committed 31 unforced errors and five double-faults in falling to the No. 14-seeded Kasatkina, a Russian who won the Eastbourne title ahead of the grass-court Grand Slam.

    


Harriet Dart came back to beat compatriot Katie Boulter, the No. 32 seed who is Britain's highest-ranked women's singles player, 4-6, 6-1, 7-6 (10-8). Dart trailed 6-2 in the deciding tiebreaker. Boulter compiled 75 unforced errors and 39 winners.
Later on Centre Court, Andy Murray was set to play doubles with his brother, Jamie. The two-time Wimbledon champion pulled out of the singles competition.
Top-seeded Iga Swiatek extended her winning streak to 21 matches with her 6-4, 6-3 victory over Petra Martic.
No. 5 Jessica Pegula become the highest-seeded women's player to lose. The American was defeated by Wang Xinyu 6-4, 6-7 (7), 6-1. For Wang, it was her first victory over a top-10 player.
Two-time Australian Open champion Aryna Sabalenka was the No. 3 seed at Wimbledon before she pulled out before the first round because of a shoulder injury.
Kasatkina will next face Paula Badosa, who advanced Thursday by beating Brenda Fruhvirtova 6-4, 6-2.
Ons Jabeur, the No. 10 seed who reached the past two Wimbledon finals, eliminated 19-year-old American Robin Montgomery 6-1, 7-5.
A handful of other Americans advanced, though, on U.S. Independence Day.

    


No. 11 Danielle Collins beat Dalma Galfi 6-3, 6-4, No. 12 Madison Keys topped Wang Yafan 6-2, 6-2, and Bernarda Pera came back to beat No. 23 Caroline Garcia 3-6, 6-3, 6-4.
"I've always really loved playing during the Fourth of July. I think I've spent more Fourths of Julys in London than anywhere else in the world," the 29-year-old Keys said. "It's always fun, and it's definitely an experience. Like today walking by I saw a bunch of Americans, and they all said, 'Happy Fourth.'"
No. 14 Ben Shelton outlasted Lloyd Harris of South Africa 4-6, 7-6 (5), 6-7 (5), 6-3, 7-6 (10-7). Arthur Fils also advanced to the third round when No. 7 Hubert Hurkacz retired in the fourth set because of a leg injury. They were in a fourth-set tiebreaker after Fils won the first two sets and Hurkacz took the third.
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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            1 of 4 | Argentina's Lionel Messi sits on the bench prior to a Copa America Group A soccer match against Peru in Miami Gardens, Fla., Saturday, June 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Lionel Messi's leg injury was the only major obstacle that fell into Argentina's path while it rolled through group play and into the Copa America quarterfinals.
Bigger challenges await the defending champions, and they're hoping Messi will be there to lead the way in perhaps his final international tournament.
The 15-time Copa America champion Albiceleste are still the undeniable favorites in the Americas' biggest soccer tournament when quarterfinal play gets underway, but the other 15-time Copa champs -- Uruguay -- top the list of challengers capable of taking them down.
With the host Americans and Mexico eliminated in group play, the spotlight shifts firmly to the South American powerhouses determined to raise the trophy.
(all times EDT)
ARGENTINA VS ECUADOR IN HOUSTON (Thursday, 9 p.m., FOX)
It's unclear whether Messi will play in the opening quarterfinal due to a leg injury that sidelined him in the team's most recent match against Peru. Coach Lionel Scaloni said Messi's availability will be a game-time decision.

    


"Depending on how he responds, we will decide," Scaloni said Wednesday before training. "There are ramifications when Leo is not able to play. We'll try to make sure that he can play. If not, we'll try to find the best solution for the team. I will talk to him today. It's only fair that he can take his time and be able to train as much as he can."




Argentina has been sturdy even without a goal from Messi in the tournament, winning all three group stage matches by a combined 5-0.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Inter Milan's Lautaro Martinez has four goals in a spectacular effort despite coming off the bench twice, while Manchester City's Julian Alvarez got the other goal. If Scaloni decides to play both center forwards together, it could be more than enough to make up for Messi -- and a nightmare for underdog Ecuador, which earned its unexpected quarterfinal spot by holding Mexico scoreless last weekend.

    


VENEZUELA VS CANADA IN ARLINGTON, TEXAS (Friday, 9 p.m., FS1)
This is a matchup of pleasant surprises. Venezuela has enjoyed an outstanding tournament so far, winning its three matches by a combined 6-1 with offensive leadership from Salomon Rondon and Eduard Bello.
Canada got out of Copa group play for the first time despite scoring just one total goal in three games before losing Inter Milan's Tajon Buchanan to a broken leg in training Tuesday. Reaching the semifinals would be a massive achievement for either of these teams.
COLOMBIA VS PANAMA IN GLENDALE, ARIZONA (Saturday, 6 p.m., FS1)
The quarters move west for a pair of games held in air-conditioned stadiums amid a continent-wide heat wave.
Colombia is now unbeaten in 26 consecutive matches after holding Brazil to a draw to win its group. Led by veteran star James Rodriguez, Los Cafeteros will be favored to eliminate Panama, which knocked off the host U.S. team to advance from group play.
URUGUAY VS BRAZIL IN LAS VEGAS (Saturday, 9 p.m., FS1)
Sin City will host easily the most tantalizing matchup of the round, featuring a faltering powerhouse against a team known for perennially punching above its weight.
No quarterfinal team looked as shaky as Brazil, which stumbled into the next round with a thoroughly unimpressive effort. Colombia and Costa Rica both held the Selecao to draws, and fan discontent is roiling.

    


Even worse, Real Madrid star Vinicius Junior is suspended for the quarterfinal after accumulating two yellow cards. Yet Brazil is still laden with individual talent that's barely touched the field in this tournament, so it's far too early to write off the five-time World Cup winners.
Uruguay looks just as good as advertised under brilliant coach Marcelo Bielsa, winning three times by a combined 9-1 in group play led by Liverpool striker Darwin Nunez.
After beating Brazil and Argentina in recent World Cup qualifying matches, La Celeste probably would be the tournament favorites if not for Argentina's similarly strong form -- but Brazil has the pure talent to end those dreams in a hurry.
___
AP Sports Writer Eric Nunez in Houston contributed.
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/soccer
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            1 of 2 | San Diego Padres' Jurickson Profar follows through on a single against the Texas Rangers in the fifth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, July 3, 2024 in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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                                        ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) -- Jurickson Profar never thought he had the chance to show the Texas Rangers and their fans the player he thought he could be.
He's set to be an All-Star for the first time in the retractable roof stadium the Rangers opened two years after Profar was traded.
Profar was named a starting outfielder for the National League on Wednesday night in the middle of the Padres' three-game series at the home of his original team. 
He'll be back for the All-Star Game at Globe Life Field on July 16.
It's been nearly 12 years since Profar made his major league debut for the Rangers as a 19-year-old who was among the top prospects in baseball.
Profar homered in his first big league at-bat at Cleveland on Sept. 2, 2012, but injuries derailed a promising career. 
The native of Curacao was coming off his best season in 2018 when Texas sent him to the Oakland Athletics as part of a three-team trade.

    


A year later, the A's traded him to San Diego, and now he's on his second stint with the Padres and hitting .314, nearly 70 points higher than his career average. 
His 11 homers give Profar a chance to reach his career best of 20 from back-to-back seasons -- his final one with the Rangers and his only one with the A's in 2019. 




"It's going to be very, very special, especially (since) I never really got a chance to really play here," Profar said. "I got injured, missed two years of baseball. And then when I came back, I didn't play much."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The trade came after he finally did have a season with at least 500 at-bats. He'd never had more than 286 before 2018. Still, there aren't any hard feelings toward the franchise that signed Profar when he was 16.
"I have a really, really good relationship with a lot of people there, from coaching staff, clubhouse guys that always loved me," said Profar, now a bearded 31-year-old playing on a $1 million, one-year deal.

    


Profar was a shortstop when he was a top prospect for the Rangers but ended up as a utilityman, in part because of the shoulder issues that were part of his injury history.
He played second base for Oakland but has been mostly an outfielder -- and usually in left -- with the Padres, where he has had his most consistent years.
The formative years will be on Profar's mind in mid-July.
"I don't know the right word for it, but it's got to be special for him," Padres manager Mike Shildt said. "You make the All-Star team, which clearly this guy is as deserving as anybody in the league. For it to come back to being a place that I know was special to him here in Texas, I know it means a lot to him." 
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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            1 of 4 | Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani celebrates his go-ahead two-run home run during the seventh inning of a baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Tuesday, July 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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            2 of 4 | New York Yankees Aaron Judge is congratulated in the dugout after scoring against the Toronto Blue Jays during the ninth inning of a baseball game Friday, June 28, 2024, in Toronto. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            1 of 4 | Los Angeles Dodgers designated hitter Shohei Ohtani celebrates his go-ahead two-run home run during the seventh inning of a baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks, Tuesday, July 2, 2024, in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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            2 of 4 | New York Yankees Aaron Judge is congratulated in the dugout after scoring against the Toronto Blue Jays during the ninth inning of a baseball game Friday, June 28, 2024, in Toronto. (Chris Young/The Canadian Press via AP)
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            3 of 4 | Philadelphia Phillies' Bryce Harper celebrates after hitting a three-run home run against the Detroit Tigers during the sixth inning of a baseball game Monday, June 24, 2024, in Detroit. (AP Photo/Duane Burleson)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Shohei Ohtani became the first player elected to start at designated hitter in four straight All-Star Games, joined by New York Yankees outfielder Aaron Judge as the only holdovers from last year in the lineups announced Wednesday for the July 16 game at Arlington, Texas.
Philadelphia could have three of the four National League infielders after fans voted shortstop Trea Turner and third baseman Alec Bohm to start alongside first baseman Bryce Harper, whose status is uncertain because of a leg injury.
Major League Baseball said this is the first time each league has had no more than one player repeat as an elected starter since fan balloting resumed in 1970.
Six teams have two starters each: Yankees outfielder Juan Soto was voted in alongside Judge, who gained his berth last week with Harper as the top vote-getters from each league in the first round of balloting. The second round was from Sunday until Wednesday.

    


Baltimore catcher Adley Rutschman and shortstop Gunnar Henderson were elected along with Houston second baseman Jose Altuve and DH Yordan Alvarez; Cleveland third baseman Jose Ramirez and outfielder Steven Kwan; San Diego outfielder Jurickson Profar and Fernando Tatis Jr.; and Milwaukee catcher William Contreras and outfielder Christian Yelich.




Toronto first baseman Vladimir Guerrero Jr. and Arizona second baseman Ketel Marte also were voted in.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Philadelphia last had three elected infielders in 1982 with Pete Rose, Mike Schmidt and Manny Trillo. Harper went on the injured list on June 28 because of a strained left hamstring but could return ahead of the All-Star Game.
Tatis hasn't played since June 21 because of a stress reaction in his right thigh bone and may be sidelined past the All-Star break.
Pitchers and reserves will be announced Sunday.
Ohtani is an All-Star for the fourth straight season but first since leaving the Los Angeles Angels for a record $700 million, 10-year contract with the Dodgers. He was an unprecedented two-way All-Star from 2021-23 but isn't pitching this season while he recovers from reconstructive elbow surgery.

    


David Ortiz started at DH in three straight All-Star Games from 2011-13.
Altuve earned his ninth All-Star trip and sixth as a starter, Ramirez his sixth selection and third as a starter and Guerrero his fourth overall and third as a starter.
Alvarez, Bohm, Contreras, Henderson, Kwan, Profar, Rutschman and Soto are among eight first-time starters. Soto is making his fourth All-Star trip, his first for the AL.
"It means a lot. It's a lot of hard work," Soto said at Yankee Stadium. "Been grinding a lot. Finally got my first start, so it's pretty cool."
No players were elected to start from the host Rangers, who had four starters at last year's game in Seattle: second baseman Marcus Semien, shortstop Corey Seager, third baseman Josh Jung, and catcher Jonah Heim.
Profar became an All-Star for the first time in his 11th big league season. He remained on the free-agent market until a week into spring training before agreeing to a $1 million, one-year deal with the Padres.

    


In the closest NL vote, Tatis (15.36%) edged the Dodgers' Teoscar Hernandez (15.26%) and the Phillies' Brandon Marsh (14.73%) for the third outfield spot. Turner beat out injured Dodgers shortstop Mookie Betts 51-49%.
In the AL, Alvarez edged Baltimore's Ryan O'Hearn 52-48% at DH and Kwan beat out the Orioles' Anthony Santander 28-26% for the final outfield spot.
During the first round of voting from June 5-27, Guerrero trailed Baltimore's Ryan Mountcastle, Hernandez topped Tatis, and Betts was ahead of Turner.
___
AP Baseball Writer Mike Fitzpatrick contributed to this report. 
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/all-star-starters-2024-ohtani-judge-29cac7181b541bf788e7c43f5ec1d4d9
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            1 of 13 | Washington Nationals starting pitcher Jake Irvin reacts after he struck out New York Mets' Tyrone Taylor to end the top of the eighth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. Irvin allowed just one hit and issued one walk in eight innings, Jesse Winker hit a pinch-hit home run and the Washington Nationals beat the New York Mets 1-0 (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            2 of 13 | Washington Nationals' Jesse Winker, center, celebrates his home run with Luis Garcia Jr., left, and Harold Ramirez, right, during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. The Nationals won 1-0. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            3 of 13 | Washington Nationals starting pitcher Jake Irvin throws during the first inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            4 of 13 | Washington Nationals starting pitcher Jake Irvin throws during the second inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            5 of 13 | New York Mets first baseman Pete Alonso, right, tags out Washington Nationals' Ildemaro Vargas during the fifth inning of a baseball game, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            6 of 13 | An American flag is displayed on the field before a baseball game between the Washington Nationals and the New York Mets, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            7 of 13 | An American flag is displayed on the field during a flyover before a baseball game between the Washington Nationals and the New York Mets, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            8 of 13 | New York Mets shortstop Francisco Lindor looks on from the dugout during the second inning of a baseball game against the Washington Nationals, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            9 of 13 | Washington Nationals shortstop CJ Abrams (5) throws to first base to put out New York Mets' Ben Gamel during the fifth inning of a baseball game, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            10 of 13 | Washington Nationals starting pitcher Jake Irvin reacts after he struck out New York Mets' Tyrone Taylor to end the top of the eighth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. Irvin allowed just one hit and issued one walk in eight innings, Jesse Winker hit a pinch-hit home run and the Washington Nationals beat the New York Mets 1-0 (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            11 of 13 | Washington Nationals' Jesse Winker, right, celebrates his home run during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. New York Mets catcher Francisco Alvarez looks on at back left. The Nationals won 1-0. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            12 of 13 | Washington Nationals' Jesse Winker celebrates his home run at home plate during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. The Nationals won 1-0. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            13 of 13 | Washington Nationals' Jesse Winker, right, poses with Luis Garcia Jr., left, as he celebrates his home run during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. The Nationals won 1-0. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            3 of 13 | Washington Nationals starting pitcher Jake Irvin throws during the first inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 13
Washington Nationals starting pitcher Jake Irvin throws during the first inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 13 | Washington Nationals starting pitcher Jake Irvin throws during the second inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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Washington Nationals starting pitcher Jake Irvin throws during the second inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            6 of 13 | An American flag is displayed on the field before a baseball game between the Washington Nationals and the New York Mets, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 13 | An American flag is displayed on the field during a flyover before a baseball game between the Washington Nationals and the New York Mets, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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An American flag is displayed on the field during a flyover before a baseball game between the Washington Nationals and the New York Mets, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            8 of 13 | New York Mets shortstop Francisco Lindor looks on from the dugout during the second inning of a baseball game against the Washington Nationals, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            9 of 13 | Washington Nationals shortstop CJ Abrams (5) throws to first base to put out New York Mets' Ben Gamel during the fifth inning of a baseball game, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            10 of 13 | Washington Nationals starting pitcher Jake Irvin reacts after he struck out New York Mets' Tyrone Taylor to end the top of the eighth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. Irvin allowed just one hit and issued one walk in eight innings, Jesse Winker hit a pinch-hit home run and the Washington Nationals beat the New York Mets 1-0 (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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            12 of 13 | Washington Nationals' Jesse Winker celebrates his home run at home plate during the eighth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. The Nationals won 1-0. (AP Photo/Nick Wass)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Jake Irvin allowed just one hit and issued one walk in eight innings, Jesse Winker hit a pinch-hit home run and the Washington Nationals beat the New York Mets 1-0 on Thursday in the traditional 11 a.m. Fourth of July game in the nation's capital.
Irvin (7-6) pumped his chest and gestured to the crowd for applause after striking out Tyrone Taylor on his 99th pitch and walking off the mound following the longest outing of his major league career. That was Irvin's eighth strikeout, and he faced just one batter over the minimum, retiring the final 17 batters he faced.
"It was a fun day, and (catcher Riley Adams) and I were on the same page all day," Irvin said. "Being able to pitch on this holiday, it's something truly special to me, really near and dear to my heart and I loved it, had a lot of fun."
The Mets were blanked for the seventh time this season and were held to only one hit in a game for the first time since a loss to Milwaukee on opening day, something manager Carlos Mendoza chalked up to Irvin's masterful performance.

    


"We had a hard time catching up to his fastball," Mendoza said. "I thought we were late at times for his fastball, and then the way he used the breaking ball kept us off balance, so we couldn't get much going."




Winker made sure Irvin left with the victory by hitting a curveball from Adrian Houser 407 feet to right-center field. It was his fifth career pinch-hit home run and his 10th of any kind this season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"He was biting at the bit, I can tell you that," Nationals manager Dave Martinez said. "He said, 'I'll be ready.' I said, 'Oh, I know you're going to be ready.' But to come up here and do what he did, it's awesome. Big win. Big win for us."
Houser (1-5) became the latest Mets reliever to give up a big hit as the beleaguered bullpen slogs on without suspended closer Edwin Diaz. 
Before Winker's home run, the game was a pitcher's duel -- one New York wasted for left-handed starter Jose Quintana, who allowed four hits, walked three and struck out one over seven scoreless innings. He gave the Mets the kind of start they needed given the amount of work the relievers have had to put in with Diaz unavailable.

    


"It means a lot, especially the state of the bullpen," Quinta said. "If you can save one, two innings (for) the bullpen, that's really good for us."
Derek Law tossed a perfect ninth inning for his first save of the season and the Nationals' second consecutive win, while the Mets fell back below .500 at 42-43.
"It happens," Mendoza said. "Just got to turn the page and be ready for another series."
TRAINER'S ROOM
Mets: RHP Kodai Senga (shoulder/triceps) is scheduled to throw roughly 50 pitches in his next minor league rehab start next week, which Mendoza said will likely be Tuesday with Triple-A Syracuse.
UP NEXT
Mets: Unless rain derails it, the series opener Friday at Pittsburgh features RHP Luis Severino (5-2, 3.42 ERA) against Pirates rookie RHP Paul Skenes (4-0, 2.06).
Nationals: Continue their homestand Friday against St. Louis, with LHP Patrick Corbin (1-8, 5.49) starting against Cardinals RHP Sonny Gray (9-5, 2.98).
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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            1 of 7 | FILE - In this Sunday, Oct. 11, 2020 file photo France's Kylian Mbappe and Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo, right, greet each other before the Nations League soccer match between France and Portugal at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis, north of Paris, France. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)
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            2 of 7 | FILE - Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo during a round of sixteen match between Portugal and Slovenia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)
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            3 of 7 | FILE - Kylian Mbappe of France during a Group D match between the France and Poland at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic, File)
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            4 of 7 | FILE - Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo kisses the trophy at the end of the Euro 2016 final soccer match between Portugal and France at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis, north of Paris, Sunday, July 10, 2016. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein, File)
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            5 of 7 | FILE -Kylian Mbappe of France, right, celebrates after scoring a penalty kick during a Group D match between the France and Poland at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship.(Friso Gentsch/dpa via AP, File)
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            6 of 7 | FILE - Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo prepares to kick a penalty during a round of sixteen match between Portugal and Slovenia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)
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            7 of 7 | FILE - Kylian Mbappe of France looks up during a round of sixteen match between France and Belgium at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Duesseldorf, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (Marius Becker/dpa via AP, File)
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            1 of 7 | FILE - In this Sunday, Oct. 11, 2020 file photo France's Kylian Mbappe and Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo, right, greet each other before the Nations League soccer match between France and Portugal at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis, north of Paris, France. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)
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            2 of 7 | FILE - Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo during a round of sixteen match between Portugal and Slovenia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)
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            3 of 7 | FILE - Kylian Mbappe of France during a Group D match between the France and Poland at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic, File)
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FILE - Kylian Mbappe of France during a Group D match between the France and Poland at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic, File)
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            4 of 7 | FILE - Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo kisses the trophy at the end of the Euro 2016 final soccer match between Portugal and France at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis, north of Paris, Sunday, July 10, 2016. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein, File)
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            5 of 7 | FILE -Kylian Mbappe of France, right, celebrates after scoring a penalty kick during a Group D match between the France and Poland at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship.(Friso Gentsch/dpa via AP, File)
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            6 of 7 | FILE - Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo prepares to kick a penalty during a round of sixteen match between Portugal and Slovenia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader, File)
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            7 of 7 | FILE - Kylian Mbappe of France looks up during a round of sixteen match between France and Belgium at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Duesseldorf, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (Marius Becker/dpa via AP, File)
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                                        HAMBURG, Germany (AP) -- Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe.
A clash of soccer icons. A clash of generations.
They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday, and this heavyweight meeting might have got just that little bit bigger.
"It is, without doubt, my last European Championship," the 39-year-old Ronaldo said after his tearful, emotionally charged performance in Portugal's penalty-shootout victory over Slovenia in the last 16.
That may have just confirmed what many were presuming anyway.
Still, there's now a definitive specter of finality to Ronaldo's long, headline-grabbing Euros adventure that could be brought to an end by Mbappe, the heir apparent to Ronaldo and Lionel Messi after their long-time dominance of the sport.
Mbappe grew up with pictures of Ronaldo on his bedroom wall.
A photo is inevitably doing the rounds on social media of what is apparently their first ever meeting, at Real Madrid's training ground at Valdebebas in 2012 when a 13-year-old Mbappe stood beside Ronaldo after a visit to the Spanish club where his sporting hero was the star player.

    


In 2020, Mbappe posted on Twitter, now X, that Ronaldo was his "idol."




And only a few months ago, Ronaldo reacted to Mbappe clinching a highly anticipated move to Madrid by writing on Instagram: "Excited to see you light up the Bernabeu."
That Mbappe can now end Ronaldo's European Championship career -- who knows, it might even be his last ever major tournament -- adds an intriguing subplot to a match that will be watched around the world.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Let's go, let's go to war," Ronaldo said of the match against France, whom he considers as the top contender at Euro 2024 along with Spain.
He said he was driven to tears against Slovenia not at the prospect of elimination but because his main motivation these days is "making people happy" and he had a penalty saved in extra time.

    


"I'm moved by all that football means -- by the enthusiasm I have for the game, the enthusiasm for seeing my supporters, my family, the affection people have for me.
"It's not about leaving the world of football. What else is there for me to do or win?"
Ronaldo heads into Friday's game having failed to score in eight straight matches at major tournaments -- Portugal's last four at the 2022 World Cup and its four games at Euro 2024 -- and with growing concerns about whether he deserves what appears to be a guaranteed spot in the team under Roberto Martinez.
Things haven't been straightforward for Mbappe, either, at Euro 2024.
He sustained a broken nose in France's group opener against Austria and has since been wearing a vision-limiting protective facemask during games. Mbappe has scored one goal and that was from the penalty spot against Poland - it's the only goal scored by a France player at these Euros.
"He will have to get used to it," France coach Didier Deschamps said of Mbappe and his mask, "because, to protect (his nose), he will have to wear it for a few weeks -- or even a few months."
Few would have predicted the top scorer at the last World Cup (Mbappe) and the record scorer in men's international soccer (Ronaldo) to have just one goal between them heading into the quarterfinals.

    


But no one will be surprised if they come alive in Hamburg, with the pressure on and the occasion so big.
Mbappe, remember, scored a hat trick in the World Cup final and has been logging Ronaldo-esque scoring numbers in the first part of his career. He's already on 48 goals for France at the age of 25, and is also on 48 goals in the Champions League from 73 appearances.
He is chasing down Ronaldo's scoring records at both international (130) and Champions League (140) level and will likely only succeed by showing the same undimmed passion and desire as the player he used to copy as a kid.
As their countries' respective captains, they'll shake hands and embrace before kickoff. You can bet they'll do the same after the match.
By that time, one of them will be on his way home.
For Mbappe, there will surely be more European Championships down the road.
For Ronaldo, this could be the end of the road.
___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024
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            1 of 9 | The logo of the Paris 2024 Olympic Games hangs from the facade of the Paris city hall, Wednesday, July 3, 2024 in Paris. Just three weeks before the Olympics, the excitement that was building up in the host city has mingled with anxiety about France's political future. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            2 of 9 | Construction barriers surround Hotel de Ville square, Wednesday, July 3, 2024 in Paris. Just three weeks before the Olympics, the excitement that was building up in the host city has mingled with anxiety about France's political future. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            3 of 9 | The logo of the Paris 2024 Olympic Games hangs from the facade of the Paris city hall, behind constructions barriers, Wednesday, July 3, 2024 in Paris. Just three weeks before the Olympics, the excitement that was building up in the host city has mingled with anxiety about France's political future. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            4 of 9 | A woman walks past copies of one of the most famous Greek statues, the Venus of Milo, installed on the steps of the French National Assembly, Wednesday, July 3, 2024 in Paris. The statues by artist Laurent Perbos, have regained her arms and are now equipped with the attributes of six sporting disciplines. Just three weeks before the Olympics, the excitement that was building up in the host city has mingled with anxiety about France's political future. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            5 of 9 | Copies of one of the most famous Greek statues, the Venus of Milo, are installed on the steps of the French National Assembly Wednesday, July 3, 2024 in Paris. Just three weeks before the Olympics, the excitement that was building up in the host city has mingled with anxiety about France's political future. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            6 of 9 | Construction work is seen at the Concorde Olympic venue and the National Assembly, right, on Wednesday, July 3, 2024 in Paris. Just three weeks before the Olympics, the excitement that was building up in the host city has mingled with anxiety about France's political future. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            8 of 9 | French Prime Minister Gabriel Attal, center campaign with local candidate for the second round of the legislative election Stanislas Guerini, right, Tuesday, July 2, 2024 at a market in Paris. After France's far-right National Rally surged into the lead in the first round of legislative elections, some European neighbors on Monday cast a wary eye on the latest country to veer to the right on the continent. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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            1 of 9 | The logo of the Paris 2024 Olympic Games hangs from the facade of the Paris city hall, Wednesday, July 3, 2024 in Paris. Just three weeks before the Olympics, the excitement that was building up in the host city has mingled with anxiety about France's political future. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            2 of 9 | Construction barriers surround Hotel de Ville square, Wednesday, July 3, 2024 in Paris. Just three weeks before the Olympics, the excitement that was building up in the host city has mingled with anxiety about France's political future. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            3 of 9 | The logo of the Paris 2024 Olympic Games hangs from the facade of the Paris city hall, behind constructions barriers, Wednesday, July 3, 2024 in Paris. Just three weeks before the Olympics, the excitement that was building up in the host city has mingled with anxiety about France's political future. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            4 of 9 | A woman walks past copies of one of the most famous Greek statues, the Venus of Milo, installed on the steps of the French National Assembly, Wednesday, July 3, 2024 in Paris. The statues by artist Laurent Perbos, have regained her arms and are now equipped with the attributes of six sporting disciplines. Just three weeks before the Olympics, the excitement that was building up in the host city has mingled with anxiety about France's political future. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            5 of 9 | Copies of one of the most famous Greek statues, the Venus of Milo, are installed on the steps of the French National Assembly Wednesday, July 3, 2024 in Paris. Just three weeks before the Olympics, the excitement that was building up in the host city has mingled with anxiety about France's political future. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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            6 of 9 | Construction work is seen at the Concorde Olympic venue and the National Assembly, right, on Wednesday, July 3, 2024 in Paris. Just three weeks before the Olympics, the excitement that was building up in the host city has mingled with anxiety about France's political future. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    6 of 9
Construction work is seen at the Concorde Olympic venue and the National Assembly, right, on Wednesday, July 3, 2024 in Paris. Just three weeks before the Olympics, the excitement that was building up in the host city has mingled with anxiety about France's political future. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            7 of 9 | Constructions work takes place at the Concorde olympic venue and the National Assembly, right, on Wednesday, July 3, 2024 in Paris. Just three weeks before the Olympics, the excitement that was building up in the host city has mingled with anxiety about France's political future. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 9
Constructions work takes place at the Concorde olympic venue and the National Assembly, right, on Wednesday, July 3, 2024 in Paris. Just three weeks before the Olympics, the excitement that was building up in the host city has mingled with anxiety about France's political future. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 9 | French Prime Minister Gabriel Attal, center campaign with local candidate for the second round of the legislative election Stanislas Guerini, right, Tuesday, July 2, 2024 at a market in Paris. After France's far-right National Rally surged into the lead in the first round of legislative elections, some European neighbors on Monday cast a wary eye on the latest country to veer to the right on the continent. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 9
French Prime Minister Gabriel Attal, center campaign with local candidate for the second round of the legislative election Stanislas Guerini, right, Tuesday, July 2, 2024 at a market in Paris. After France's far-right National Rally surged into the lead in the first round of legislative elections, some European neighbors on Monday cast a wary eye on the latest country to veer to the right on the continent. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 9 | French Prime Minister Gabriel Attal, left, campaigns with local candidate for the second round of the legislative election Stanislas Guerini, Tuesday, July 2, 2024 at a market in Paris. After France's far-right National Rally surged into the lead in the first round of legislative elections, some European neighbors on Monday cast a wary eye on the latest country to veer to the right on the continent. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- Just three weeks before the Olympics, the excitement that was building up in the host city is now mingled with anxiety about France's political future.
The far-right National Rally's strong results in the first round of a rushed election has darkened the ambience for many in Paris, a left-wing stronghold that is one of the few places in France where the party failed to break through.
"Just imagining the far-right leading the country gives me panic attacks," 54-year-old Fabienne Martin said after finishing lunch with her son on the upscale Rue de Faubourg Saint-Honore. "I was excited when the Olympic flame arrived in Marseille, but this election has completely killed the mood."
Though the outcome is uncertain, the second round of the legislative elections on July 7 could mark a significant shift in France's political landscape, with Marine Le Pen's National Rally poised to potentially gain power.

    


In Paris, where the National Rally received only 10% of the votes in the first round Sunday --compared with 33% nationwide --the prospects of France getting its first far-right government since World War II has pulled attention away from the city hosting the Summer Olympics for the first time in 100 years.




"I'm tensed, stressed, and anxious to see how things will turn out," said Marius Rumillat, a 28-year-old screenwriter, enjoying a croissant in a cafe in downtown Paris.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

To him, the Olympics have become a sideshow.
"Even after the elections, I'm not sure my interest will grow back," he said.
The Paris Olympics are set to be inaugurated on July 26 with a historic four-hour opening ceremony featuring a boat parade on the River Seine. The city is buzzing with activity to prepare for unprecedented games that will incorporate some of the world's most famous monuments. While construction crews are still building various Olympic venues, from the base of the Eiffel Tower to the Place de la Concorde, organizers insist everything will be ready on time and that the election won't disrupt the preparations.

    


"France is experiencing a major democratic moment," chief organizer Tony Estanguet said this week. "We have to stay in our places so that each and every French citizen can enjoy the games they're looking forward to."
Estanguet, a three-time Olympic gold medalist in canoeing, has carefully steered clear of politics as head of the organizing committee.
While Parisians fret about the election, many foreign visitors appear unaware or unbothered by the political developments, enjoying the masterpieces in the Louvre Museum and posing for photos in front of the Olympic Rings draped beneath the Eiffel Tower.
"I think that most people care about the Olympics, not politics," said Young Mook Park, a 44-year-old tourist from South Korea, who reached through a construction barrier to snap a picture of Paris' historic city hall.
President Emmanuel Macron called the snap election after a defeat at the hands of the National Rally in European Parliament elections last month, gambling that the far-right would not repeat its success in a domestic ballot. The plan backfired and his party is now desperately trying to prevent Le Pen's party of wining an outright majority in the second round.

    


In the Batignolles food market, Prime Minister Gabriel Attal, of Macron's Renaissance party, campaigned Tuesday with one of his ministers, Stanislas Guerini, who is at risk of losing his seat in the National Assembly.
Thierry Chesnel, a 54-year-old butcher, watched the entourage pass his stand, followed by a swarm of cameras. He expressed indifference about the campaigning.
"All I care about, frankly, is getting more clients in front of my shop. Is Mr. Attal bringing more clients? No," he grumbled. 
Chesnel said he did not feel any excitement about the Olympics either.
"The only thing I'll see of these Olympics is that small flag," he said, pointing to a garland with Olympic rings hung above his stand.
__
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/paris-olympics-2024-elections-mood-940321c27d62b4e3933c3fc0421ddd81
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            1 of 6 | Nikki Hiltz celebrates after winning the women's 1500-meter final during the U.S. Track and Field Olympic Team Trials, Sunday, June 30, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/George Walker IV)
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            2 of 6 | Nikki Hiltz celebrates after winning the women's 1500-meter final during the U.S. Track and Field Olympic Team Trials, Sunday, June 30, 2024, in Eugene, Ore. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall)
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                                        EUGENE, Ore. (AP) -- While Nikki Hiltz took a victory lap to celebrate a long-awaited trip to the Olympics, some fans reached out and handed bracelets to their favorite 1,500-meter runner -- a runner who is doing this, in part, for them. 
These days, Hiltz, who's transgender and nonbinary, is shining in two lanes -- on the track as one of the world's top middle distances runners with a trip to Paris upcoming, and away from it as a role model for the queer community. Hiltz, who's always competed in the female category, uses the pronouns "they" and "them," and highly suggests people get used to that because they aren't going anywhere.
"I'm just looking forward to keep showing up as myself and keep taking up space," the 29-year-old Hiltz said Sunday at the U.S. track trials after earning their first trip to the Olympics. "I use they/them pronouns and people stumble all the time. But it's like, 'You can't really ignore me anymore, because I'm a two-time, back-to-back champion. I'm here, get-it-right' kind of vibe."

    


Hiltz's race plan last Sunday went exactly according to how they drew it up. They got out to a fast start, stayed close to the lead pack and took off at the end. Hiltz ran a personal best and meet-record time of 3 minutes, 55.33 seconds to hold off Emily Mackay and Elle St. Pierre by less than a second. 




Flashback to the 2021 Olympic trials: It didn't go as planned and they finished last in a final won by St. Pierre.

    
    Paris Olympics

	The Olympics are more than fun and games. They're a billion-dollar business with political overtones.
	Breakdance will make it's debut as an Olympic sport in Paris.. Here's what else will be different at this year's games.
	Follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.



    


"I've just done so much work since then," Hiltz said. "So much mental work and obviously physical work, too. It's just a journey."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Three months before the trials in '21, life began to change for Hiltz. In a post on social media, they announced -- "I'm Nikki and I'm transgender."
The American record holder in the women's mile remembers March 31, 2021, as a day when friends, family, fans and even track rivals could see Hiltz for who they really were.

    


As Hiltz gets ready to run in Paris next month, they know they are not just running for themselves. They are now equal parts athlete and LGBTQ+ advocate in a world where transgender participation in sports has become one of society's most divisive lightning rods.
"I definitely pour a lot of myself and a lot of my time and energy into the queer community and being an advocate," Hiltz said last summer in an interview before world championships in Budapest, Hungary. "But I do that because I get so much in return. I feel like every time I meet another nonbinary person in the queer community, they provide me with more representation. They always say that I'm doing that for them, but I think representation is a two-way street and I definitely feel empowered."
Hiltz competing in the female category doesn't raise the same issues as faced by transgender women. 
Two years ago, swimmer Lia Thomas became the first openly transgender athlete to win an NCAA Division I national championship. It triggered new policies across sports. 
World Aquatics effectively banned transgender women from competing in women's events and World Athletics, the governing body for track and field, has grappled with versions of this issue for a while. 

    


Last year, it implemented stricter rules for intersex athletes with differences in sex development. Caster Semenya, the two-time Olympic 800-meter champion who has differences in sex development, is now barred from competing. She's said she won't undergo the medical or surgical procedures she would need to in order to compete under the new rules, which ban her from all events unless she undergoes hormone-suppressing treatment for six months before competing.
"The overarching principle for me," World Athletics President Sebastian Coe said last year, "is we will always do what we think is in the best interest of our sport."
For Hiltz, the point always boils down to this -- inclusivity.
"As someone who's competed in women's sports my whole life, I think we do need protecting, but I don't think it's from trans women," Hiltz said last summer. "I think it's from abusive coaches. Or there are so many more issues, like equal representation, equal pay.

    


"Those are the issues I would love to address instead of trans women, because that's not something we've ever had to have protecting from."
Each year Hiltz organizes a 5K race to support LGBTQ+ organizations. The mantra is a "shared determination to show we belong anywhere we decide to be."
"I want to continue to work to make space for everyone," Hiltz said. 
On the track, Hiltz had a sizzling summer a year ago, running 4:16.35 to break a longstanding American mile mark set by Mary Slaney in 1985. 
This season, they've only gotten faster and are moving on to a grander stage -- the Olympics in Paris.
They earned their spot on the track at the University of Oregon, where Hiltz's college career began (they later went to Arkansas ). Hiltz recalled a moment during their freshman year in Eugene where they snuck into Hayward Field with some friends and sat down on the track to do some dreaming.

    


"I just remember thinking like, 'I'm going to have a moment here one day,'" recalled Hiltz, who moved to the higher elevation of Flagstaff, Arizona. "Something inside of me was like, 'I want to win a race here and I want it to be a big one.'"
They did just that, too. 
"I'm so privileged," Hiltz said last Sunday. "I have an incredible support system. My family has always been accepting of me, when I came out about my sexuality, and then when I came out with my gender identity. I just know so many queer people don't have that love and support."
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                                        Luka Doncic and Slovenia still have Olympic hopes. And so does the Philippines, much to its own surprise.
Doncic had 36 points, 11 rebounds and 10 assists, and Slovenia beat New Zealand 104-78 on Thursday to clinch a semifinal spot in the Olympic qualifying tournament at Piraeus, Greece. Slovenia needed to win by at least 10 points to make the semifinals.
Slovenia's likely opponent on Saturday is Greece, meaning it'll be Doncic and Giannis Antetokounmpo leading their squads -- with the winner advancing to Sunday's final and a chance to play for a berth in the Paris Olympics.
Josh Nebo had 20 points and 10 rebounds for Slovenia. Shea Ili led New Zealand with 28 points.
Georgia 96, Philippines 94
The Philippines lost but advanced to Saturday's semifinals of their tournament in Riga, Latvia, anyway. That created a bit of an issue; the team had flights home scheduled for Friday.

    


"I guess we're going to have to move them back a little bit," Philippines coach Tim Cone said. "That's how surprised we are to be here and talking to you guys. It's the first time I've felt good about losing."
Georgia needed to win by at least 19 points to have any chance of advancing.




Sandro Mamukelashvili led Georgia with 26 points and Goga Bitadze finished with 21 points and 11 rebounds. Justin Brownlee led all scorers with 28 points for the Philippines, adding eight rebounds and eight assists as well.
Cameroon 77, Brazil 74
Cameroon won and advanced, Brazil lost and won its group anyway, and Montenegro really lost without even playing.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Jeremiah Hill led Cameroon with 22 points. Cameroon needed to win to advance to Saturday's semifinals; had it lost, Montenegro would have reached the semifinals.
Leo Meindl topped Brazil with 19 points. All Brazil had to do to win the group was win the game or lose by no more than six points; had Brazil lost by 15 or more, it would have been eliminated and Montenegro would have advanced.

    


Lebanon 74, Angola 70
Omari Spellman scored 22 points and grabbed 13 rebounds, and Lebanon moved into the semifinals of the qualifier at Valencia, Spain.
Karim Zeinoun added 15 for the winners, including a personal 7-0 run early in the fourth quarter when he turned a game that was tied at 49 into one in which Lebanon led 56-49 -- and it wouldn't trail again.
Gerson Goncalves scored 13 and Bruno Fernando added 12 for Angola, which was eliminated.
___
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            1 of 10 | India's cricket team stands for the national anthem during a ceremony at Wankhede Stadium, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Mumbai, India, celebrating their ICC Men's Twenty20 Cricket World Cup win. (AP Photo/Rafiq Maqbool)
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                                        NEW DELHI (AP) -- Tens of thousands of jubilant fans poured onto Mumbai's Marine Drive to cheer India's new world cricket champions when they returned home on Thursday.
India beat South Africa in a tight finish in the Twenty20 World Cup final last weekend in Barbados for their first world cricket title in 13 years.
Skipper Rohit Sharma and Hardik Pandya held the coveted trophy in an open bus convoy to Wankhede stadium, where they were to participate in celebrations organized by the Board of Control for Cricket in India.
Fans danced, waved the India flag, and flashed smartphone lights after waiting for hours to glimpse Sharma, Virat Kohli and the other cricket stars.
The victorious squad landed in New Delhi early Thursday on a charter flight from Barbados. They met Prime Minister Narendra Modi at his residence and later left for Mumbai.

    


Hundreds of supporters were gathered at New Delhi International Airport, many of them chanting "India, India" as the players came out and boarded a bus.
There were hundreds more waiting at the hotel to continue the celebrations, which started on Saturday as soon as the final was won. Some of the players danced to drum beats when they reached their hotel.




The team's return from the Caribbean was delayed because of a shutdown in Barbados forced by Hurricane Beryl.
"It's a lifetime experience," cricket official Arun Dhumal said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The T20 triumph was India's first World Cup title since 2011, when it won the 50-over version.
The BCCI has announced a cash bonus of 1.25 billion rupees ($15 million) for the winning squad.
Soon after winning the title, Sharma, Kohli and Ravindra Jadeja announced their retirement from T20 internationals. 
___
AP cricket: https://apnews.com/hub/cricket
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                    FILE -New York Rangers center Jack Roslovic (96) skates with the puck past Carolina Hurricanes center Jordan Staal in the first period during Game 5 of an NHL hockey Stanley Cup second-round playoff series, Monday, May 13, 2024, in New York. The Carolina Hurricanes continued to restock in free agency by signing forward Jack Roslovic to a one-year contract worth $2.8 million. He is the sixth different NHL player the Hurricanes have added this week. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger, File)
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                                        The Carolina Hurricanes continued to restock in free agency Thursday by signing forward Jack Roslovic to a one-year contract worth $2.8 million.
Roslovic is the sixth NHL player the Hurricanes have added this week, with new general manager Eric Tulsky in charge as the successor to Don Waddell. The 27-year-old Roslovic finished last season with the New York Rangers and has 234 points in 481 regular-season and playoff games with them, Winnipeg and Columbus.
"Jack is a dynamic player who has been an offensive contributor for his entire career," Tulsky said. "Adding another right-handed playmaker capable of injecting speed and skill into the lineup will provide a boost to our forward group."
Carolina also signed forwards William Carrier, Tyson Jost and Eric Robinson and defensemen Sean Walker and Shayne Gostisbehere in an effort to make the playoffs for a seventh consecutive year under coach Rod Brind'Amour.

    


Next season will be a different kind of challenge after all the talent lost in free agency on a team that reached the second round this spring. Jake Guentzel went to Tampa Bay, Teuvo Teravainen to Chicago, Brett Pesce and Stefan Noesen to New Jersey and Brady Skjei to Nashville.




Questions remain about the future of restricted free agent Martin Necas, whose father has said he wants to be traded to get a bigger role elsewhere. Necas, 25, was tied for third on the team in scoring last season.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Out West, the San Jose Sharks signed two RFA forwards they acquired in recent trades to two-year contracts. Carl Grundstrom, who joined from Los Angeles, got $3.6 million and Ty Dellandrea, sent from Dallas after the Stars' trip to the Western Conference final, got $2.6 million.
"Carl brings consistent competitiveness to our lineup," general manager Mike Grier said. "He showed that he is able to contribute not just in the offensive zone, but is also difficult to play against on the defensive end. We're excited to add him to the organization."
___
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            1 of 5 | Spain's Lamine Yamal ceelbrates a goal that was disallowed fro an offside during a round of sixteen match between Spain and Georgia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Cologne, Germany, Sunday, June 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            2 of 5 | Spain's Nico Williams, left, and his teammate Lamine Yamal take part during a training session at their base camp in Donaueschingen, Germany, Sunday, June 23, 2024, ahead of their Group B soccer match against Albania at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            3 of 5 | Germany's head coach Julian Nagelsmann, center, and Jamal Musiala celebrate after a round of sixteen match between Germany and Denmark at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Saturday, June 29, 2024. Germany won 2-0. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)
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            4 of 5 | Spain's Lamine Yamal gestures during a round of sixteen match between Spain and Georgia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Cologne, Germany, Sunday, June 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            5 of 5 | Germany's Florian Wirtz, right, and Denmark's Yussuf Poulsen fight for the ball during a round of sixteen match at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Saturday, June 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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                                        STUTTGART, Germany (AP) -- Spain wonderkid Lamine Yamal has had a charmed run in the European Championship.
It's time to end it, says Germany coach Julian Nagelsmann.
Germany and Spain, both record three-time Euro champions, meet in a juicy quarterfinal on Friday.
Yamal has had a breakthrough Euro 2024. He's thrilled fans, helped drive Spain to the final eight, and been compared to Lionel Messi -- all at the age of just 16.
"He's only 16 so there are big chances for our players in that regard to defend him," Nagelsmann said at a news conference on Thursday.
"We need to be prepared for several things. But on the other hand he doesn't have so much experience when things don't go his way. We'll see how he reacts then. This is not an instruction to knock him off his feet, don't worry. We want to have the ball, not hurt the player."
Yamal came to Euro 2024 with a bunch of 'youngest' records, and has inevitably set more. He became the youngest player to feature at a men's Euro when he started in Spain's opening 3-0 win over Croatia.

    


However, Yamal has only just finished his first season in professional soccer, with Barcelona. Spain teammate Nico Williams -- who has also been drawing plaudits at age 21 -- has yet to play European club soccer with his team Athletic Bilbao.




Germany also has a young and energetic attack in 21-year-olds Jamal Musiala and Florian Wirtz. They play their club soccer at Bayern Munich and Bayer Leverkusen respectively. Not only have they featured regularly in top-level European matches, but they've often been decisive.
"My focus is not so much on Yamal but on Jamal," Nagelsmann said with a smile.
___
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                    Dallas Mavericks guard Luka Doncic dribbles up court against the Boston Celtics during the first half in Game 3 of the NBA basketball finals, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Dallas. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez)
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                                        Luka Doncic fouled an opponent to try to get the ball back with Slovenia up by 27 points in the final seconds. Goga Bitadze tried to ensure that Georgia -- his own team -- would not win in regulation by attempting to score in an opponent's basket as time was expiring. And the Philippines, down by three as time was running out in its game, had no interest in trying to win.
And here's the thing: All those plays made a lot of sense.
Tiebreaker scenarios in the Olympic qualifying tournament games on Thursday led to some rather unusual decisions, the likes of which wouldn't be seen in most games.
"Yeah, it was a little bit strange," Gregor Horvat of Slovenia said. "But that's basketball."
Let's explain:
Slovenia-New Zealand
Slovenia needed to win by 10 points to advance to the semifinals and needed to win by 29 points to finish first in its group -- meaning it almost certainly would avoid playing host Greece in the semifinals on Saturday at Piraeus.

    


The first task was done: Slovenia was up by 27 with about 17 seconds left, so advancing was certain. But Luka Doncic wanted that first-place finish, so he fouled New Zealand's Shea Ili -- who made one of two free throws, cutting the lead to 26.




Doncic had a good look at a corner 3 for what would have been the 29-point, group-clinching win, but it bounced off the rim with about two seconds left and time expired.
He could only laugh. Slovenia won 104-78, and Doncic finished with 36 points, 11 rebounds and 10 assists -- an exceptional effort, but his teammates gave him some good-natured grief afterward.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I mean, he missed the last shot," Horvat said. "No, I'm joking. It's unbelievable to have a player like that. He gives us extra confidence and it's so much easier to play."
Georgia-Philippines
All the Philippines had to do to advance was win by any margin or lose by 18 or fewer points.
As such, they seemed very happy to settle for a loss in the final moments.

    


The Philippines had the ball as time was expiring, down by three, and basically tried to run out the clock -- making no effort to tie the game, given the bigger goal of making the semifinals of the tournament in Riga, Latvia, was in hand. Georgia needed to win by 19 to advance, and the only way that was going to happen was if it went on a miracle run in overtime.
"We couldn't go into overtime," Philippines coach Tim Cone said. "We just felt we didn't want to give them an opportunity to extend the lead in overtime."
Georgia fouled with about three seconds left -- something teams with the lead at the end of games never would intentionally do under normal circumstances -- sending Chris Newsome to the line for the Philippines. Newsome made the first free throw and missed the second.
"I should have had him hold the ball and just not even shoot that second free throw and get a violation," Cone said. "That would have been the smart move. I blanked out, I didn't think about it. We were lucky we didn't go into overtime."
Goga Bitadze grabbed the rebound and actually tried to score in the Philippines' basket, his shot rimming out.

    


So, Georgia won the game 96-94 -- but saw its Olympic hopes end. And the Philippines lost -- but celebrated a berth in the semifinals.
"This was mission impossible today," Georgia coach Aleksander Dzikic said.
___
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                                        THOUSAND OAKS, Calif. (AP) -- Veteran safety John Johnson has re-signed with the Los Angeles Rams after his successful return to the team last season.
The Rams announced the new deal Thursday for Johnson, a third-round draft pick in 2017.
Johnson spent his first four NFL seasons with the Rams as a starting safety. After making the decisive overtime interception in a victory over New Orleans in the NFC championship game, he made six tackles in Los Angeles' Super Bowl loss to New England in February 2019.
Johnson left for a lucrative free-agent deal with Cleveland in 2021. After two seasons as a starter for the Browns, he returned to Los Angeles last summer.
Johnson began last season as a reserve, but eventually resumed his starting job. He had two interceptions and 42 tackles while taking a leadership role in the Rams' young defense.
Los Angeles overhauled its secondary in the offseason, signing safety Kamren Curl from Washington and adding cornerbacks Tre'Davious White and Darious Williams -- another former Rams defensive back returning to the team.
Johnson is likely to compete for playing time this upcoming season with third-year pro Russ Yeast and rookie Kamren Kinchens.
The Rams open training camp July 23 at Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/NFL

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/rams-john-johnson-c281ab56c25c0c8ba1226f2ccb03d5ba



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Rossi cycles to the top of IndyCar free agent list. The former Indy 500 winner seeks strong landing | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Rossi cycles to the top of IndyCar free agent list. The former Indy 500 winner seeks strong landing

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    FILE -Alexander Rossi watches during a practice session for the IndyCar Indianapolis GP auto race at Indianapolis Motor Speedway, Friday, Aug. 11, 2023, in Indianapolis. Arrow McLaren Racing is making yet another change to its IndyCar lineup and will replace Alexander Rossi with Christian Lundgaard. Rossi spent last season and this with McLaren, while Lundgaard, of Denmark, has been with Rahal Letterman Lanigan. (AP Photo/Darron Cummings, File)
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                                        Alexander Rossi won the Indianapolis 500 as a rookie with Andretti Global, but when that relationship staled after seven seasons, he moved on to what he thought was a better IndyCar team. 
And, technically, Arrow McLaren Racing does seem to rank third among the top teams in IndyCar right now. So it seemed like a pretty good two-year deal for the Formula 1 driver.
But at an impasse over negotiations on a new deal, Rossi and McLaren said earlier this week they'd split at the end of the season. The announcement came a little over a week after Rossi scored his first podium of the season and only second since joining McLaren in 2023.
Christian Lundgaard, the most sought-after IndyCar free agent on the market, will replace Rossi in 2025.
Now, as Rossi heads to Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course this weekend ranked seventh in the championship standings but arguably the most consistent McLaren driver through the first eight races, he needs to find a new ride in an increasingly shrinking free agent market.

    


And even now that he's quite likely the top available job candidate, Rossi must prove that there are seats still available that can keep him near the front of the field. He said there's been no communication with Prema Racing, an Italian team that has announced its intent to field two cars on the grid next season, but that there are competitive seats still available.




Headed into Mid-Ohio, only drivers from Team Penske and Chip Ganassi Racing have won races this year. Rossi teammate Pato O'Ward was moved from second to the winner of the season-opening race when Penske driver Josef Newgarden was later disqualified.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"There's two teams that are winning every week, right? All the other teams are in some ways knocking on the door, they have potential, they have good things, they have bad things," Rossi told The Associated Press. "But in a lot of respects, they are all kind of on the same level. None of us (including McLaren) have actually taken the step to be at a Penske-slash-Ganassi level.

    


"So when you say what's going to be good for Alex? They each have their skeletons in the closet. They each have their own thing they don't know about. But then they have these glimpses of really positive things. Then you have a conversation," Rossi continued. "You listen to what they are doing and what things they are putting into place, and you base your decisions on what you learn, right?"
Rossi is represented by his dad, Pieter, who believes a contract can be done by the end of the month. All American motorsports come to a two-week pause later this month because of the Paris Olympics.
Pieter Rossi said his son had no issues with his time at McLaren and is determined to finish the championship standings as the highest-ranked Chevrolet driver. Will Power of Penske at second and McLaren teammate Pato O'Ward at sixth are the only two Chevy drivers currently outranking Rossi, an oval specialist who closes his time with the team with six ovals in the final nine races.
"Alexander has been an incredible teammate, and we're grateful for our two seasons we've been racing with him," said Arrow McLaren team principal Gavin Ward. "We wouldn't be where we are today without him. Ultimately we couldn't meet in the middle on terms, but we absolutely wish him the best and will do all we can the second half of the season to get him in the top five in the championship."

    


Rossi is in no way worried. The seats still available aren't exactly the bottom of the barrel; Lundgaard's seat at Rahal Letterman Lanigan needs to be filled, and anything can happen at Meyer Shank Racing, which could keep David Malukas or even expand to three team next year.
Rossi noted that much of the negotiating behind the scenes is constantly fluctuating because of ongoing talks between IndyCar and its teams over a NASCAR-style charter system. For example, a rule could be added that teams can only have three charters, and that could push Meyer Shank to grab one while he can and expand.
Ganassi runs an IndyCar-high five cars, while Penske for years has run three. Andretti this season downsized from four to three cars. McLaren has three cars and ran a fourth at the Indianapolis 500.

    


Rossi, who turns 33 in September, said he's laughing at those who say 'Alex is old. I'm not old," and with the right future team he can prove it.
"I'm looking for a place that I go and fight and win races and get back to the place that I know I am capable of being at consistently."
___
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Stage 6
164 kilometers (102 miles) from Macon to Dijon
1. Dylan Groenewegen, Netherlands, Jayco AlUla, 3h 31m 55s
2. Biniam Girmay, Eritrea, Intermarche-Wanty, same time
3. Fernando Gaviria, Colombia, Movistar, same time
4. Phil Bauhaus, Germany, Bahrain Victorious, same time
5. Arnaud de Lie, Belgium, Lotto Dstny, same time
6. Wout van Aert, Belgium, Visma Lease a Bike, same time
7. Arnaud Demare, France, Arkea-B&B Hotels, same time
8. Alexander Kristoff, Norway, Uno-X Mobility, same time
9. Pascal Ackermann, Germany, Israel-Premier Tech, same time
10. Piet Allegaert, Belgium, Cofidis, same time
Overall
(After 6 of 21 stages)
1. Tadej Pogacar, Slovenia, UAE Team Emirates, 26h 47m 19s
2. Remco Evenepoel, Belgium, Soudal Quick-Step, 45s behind
3. Jonas Vingegaard, Denmark, Visma Lease a Bike, 50s
4. Juan Ayuso, Spain, UAR Team Emirates, 1m 10s

    


5. Primoz Roglic, Slovenia, Red Bull-Bora-Hansgrohe, 1m 14s
6. Carlos Rodriguez, Spain, Ineos Grenadiers, 1m 16s
7. Mikel Landa, Spain, Soudal Quick-Step, 1m 32s
8. Joao Almeida, Portugal, UAE Team Emirates, same time
9. Giulio Ciccone, Italy, Lidl-Trek, 3m 20s
10. Egan Bernal, Colombia, Ineos Grenadiers, 3m 21s
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            4 of 5 | A tourists boat makes its way on the Seine river with stands installed on its banks, Thursday, July 4, 2024 by Notre Dame de Pari cathedral in Paris. The Seine river will host the Paris Olympic Games opening ceremony on July 26. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- A 75-year-old American swimmer took a dip in the Seine River on Thursday, braving the murky waters in central Paris to celebrate the Fourth of July and highlight the French government's efforts to clean up the river for the Olympic Games.
He had good timing: Hours later, regional authorities released data showing water quality in the river improved over the past week, raising hopes it can host Olympic swimming events after all.
Joel Stratte McClure, who last swam in the Seine in 1976 for a magazine cover shoot and turns 76 this month, said he was impressed with the progress made in cleaning up the river, but still had concerns about its safety.
"I may regret having swum," McClure said before entering the water. "But if I come back alive, it will prove that the French have done a good job cleaning up the river."
Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo initially planned to swim in the Seine last month to prove its cleanliness -- prompting an online campaign by her many critics threatening to poop in the river on the day of her dip.

    


But she postponed the swim after President Emmanuel Macron announced snap legislative elections that have plunged France into political tensions and eclipsed pre-Olympic excitement for many. Heavy rainfall in recent months has also translated into faster-than-usual currents for this time of year, and Hidalgo says she will swim in the river in mid-July instead.




"I think the president organized new elections to avoid swimming in the Seine,'' McClure joked.

    
    Paris Olympics

	The Olympics are more than fun and games. They're a billion-dollar business with political overtones.
	Breakdance will make it's debut as an Olympic sport in Paris.. Here's what else will be different at this year's games.
	Follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.



    


After a brief swim, he declared the water "fantastic" and expressed hope that others would follow his lead and take advantage of the cleaner river.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Marathon swimming and triathlon are scheduled to take place in the river near the Alexandre III bridge during the Olympics, which run from July 26-Aug. 11, and the Paralympics, which run from Aug. 28-Sept. 8.

    


Unsafe levels of E. coli were found in the river last week for the third consecutive week. But on Thursday, regional authorities released new results showing an improvement.
The test results by monitoring group Eau de Paris show that for all but one day from June 26 to July 2, contamination levels were below the safe limit of 900 colony-forming units per 100 milliliters determined by the World Triathlon Federation for competitions.
French officials remain optimistic, and insist there is no Plan B for Olympic open-water swimming events.
___
AP Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            1 of 3 | Kylian Mbappe of France wears a face mask during a round of sixteen match between France and Belgium at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Duesseldorf, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            3 of 3 | FILE - French President Emmanuel Macron, right, shakes hands with French soccer player Kylian Mbappe next to head coach Didier Deschamps as he arrives for lunch at the national soccer team training center in Clairefontaine, west of Paris, Monday, June 3, 2024. In the end, not even French president Emmanuel Macron could pull enough strings to free up his country's finest soccer player to compete in the Paris Games. (Sarah Meyssonnier/Pool Photo via AP, File)
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                                        HAMBURG, Germany (AP) -- France soccer captain Kylian Mbappe warned on Thursday his country is in a "catastrophic" political situation as it lurches closer to a first far-right government since World War II.
The National Rally gained strong results -- around 33% of the vote nationwide -- on Sunday in the first round of a rushed election, leaving Marine Le Pen's party poised to potentially gain power.
The second round of the legislative elections are on Sunday and Mbappe, one of the most high-profile people in France, was asked if he had a message to the nation.
"I think now, more than ever, you need to get (out to vote)," said Mbappe, who was speaking in Hamburg, Germany, the day before France plays Portugal there in the European Championship quarterfinals.
"It is an urgent juncture. We cannot let our country fall into the hands of these people. It is pressing -- we saw the results, it is catastrophic."

    


Mbappe made a similar call earlier at Euro 2024, when he said "the extremes are knocking on the door of power."
Now, there was a sense of urgency in his sentiments.
"We really hope this is going to change," he said of the election results, "that everyone is going to rally together to go and vote, and vote for the right party."




President Emmanuel Macron called the snap election after a defeat at the hands of the National Rally in European Parliament elections last month, gambling that the far-right would not repeat its success in a domestic ballot. The plan backfired and Le Pen's rivals are now desperately trying to prevent the National Rally winning an outright majority in Sunday's second round.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

France's players have been asked regularly about the political situation back home during news conferences at Euro 2024.
Ousmane Dembele said "the alarm bell has been sounded" and fellow forward Marcus Thuram went further by saying French people "need to fight daily so that ... the National Rally does not succeed."

    


The National Rally is the party with a history of racism and xenophobia.
France's soccer team that won the Euro 2000 title two years after lifting the nation's first World Cup trophy in Paris was hailed as a model of diversity and unity. The mix of "Black, Blanc, Beur" (Black, white and Arab) players was an echo of the French tricolor flag of blue, white and red.
___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024
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            1 of 2 | FILE - Marcus Willis of Britain returns to Roger Federer of Switzerland during their men's singles match on day three of the Wimbledon Tennis Championships in London, Wednesday, June 29, 2016. Willis, the Everyman's everyman who faced Roger Federer at Centre Court while ranked 772nd in 2016, was back at Wimbledon on Thursday, July 4, 2024, competing in men's doubles and hoping he might get to have a bit of a reunion with the now-retired eight-time champion at the All England Club.(AP Photo/Tim Ireland, File)
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            2 of 2 | FILE - Roger Federer of Switzerland shakes hands with Marcus Willis of Britain, left, after beating him in their men's singles match on day three of the Wimbledon Tennis Championships in London, Wednesday, June 29, 2016. Willis, the Everyman's everyman who faced Roger Federer at Centre Court while ranked 772nd in 2016, was back at Wimbledon on Thursday, July 4, 2024, competing in men's doubles and hoping he might get to have a bit of a reunion with the now-retired eight-time champion at the All England Club.(AP Photo/Tim Ireland, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Marcus Willis, the Everyman's everyman who faced Roger Federer at Centre Court while ranked 772nd in 2016, was back at Wimbledon on Thursday, competing in men's doubles and hoping he might get to have a bit of a reunion with the now-retired eight-time champion at the All England Club.
Willis had not competed at the grass-court Grand Slam tournament since a run to the third round of doubles in 2017 alongside Jay Clarke. They renewed their partnership this time thanks to a wild-card entry and bowed out in the first round with a 6-4, 6-2 loss to Max Purcell, the 2022 Wimbledon doubles champion, and Jordan Thompson.
"I've got fond memories here, and when I got the wild card, I was pretty emotional about that," said Willis, a 33-year-old from Britain. "Next step for me is trying to win matches at this level and trying to keep improving. And I feel like I am."

    


Eight years ago, in something ripped straight out of a screenplay, Willis -- once a promising junior -- was living at home with his parents and earning $40 an hour giving lessons at tennis clubs. He won three matches in a playoff for low-ranked British players to get a berth in Wimbledon qualifying rounds, where he picked up another three victories -- including against 2021 U.S. Open champion Daniil Medvedev and Andrey Rublev, now a mainstay in the ATP's top 10 -- to make it all the way to the main draw at the oldest major.




A first-round win put him into a matchup against Federer. Willis lost that one 6-0, 6-3, 6-4, but those 1 hour, 25 minutes against one of the greats of the game on the most hallowed court in the sport will forever remain in his mind and heart.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I mean, 2016 -- it was a whirlwind. Within two weeks, I was signing up for pre-quallies, almost not getting in. And then two weeks later, you're playing Roger Federer on Centre Court. Looking back, it feels like a lifetime ago," Willis said. "Since then, I've had a lot of life events. I only play doubles now. It feels like a lifetime ago, but in those three weeks, I achieved more than I ever did."

    


Told that Federer also was on site Thursday, as a spectator, Willis smiled and said: "Oh, bless him. It would be nice to see him. I'm still starstruck."
Willis announced his retirement during the coronavirus pandemic, when playing opportunities were limited. He recalled reaching the quarterfinals at a low-level doubles event with partner Billy Harris and walking away with 40 euros (about $40) in prize money.
"I thought, 'It's just not sustainable,'" he said.
"I didn't really want to retire. ... But when you've got to provide for a family, it's something you have to do," explained Willis, who said he has four children. "I wasn't really resentful, as such. It's just something I had to do. It wasn't like I was miserable about it. It was just something at the time, I was like, 'Well, I can't do it. And that's life. I've had some moments in my career that were great, and it's time to move on.'"
Eventually, he found someone to offer financial support so he could afford to travel to tournaments and began playing doubles again two years ago. He's at No. 96 in the doubles rankings this week.

    


"I'm very proud of myself for that," Willis said.
His next goal? Having a doubles ranking high enough that he can get into the Australian Open next January.
"These are the places I want to be, by right. I've got to keep working very hard," he said. "I've still got improvements to make."
Willis is also entered in mixed doubles at the All England Club with Alicia Barnett. Win their first-round match, and they could face Andy Murray and Emma Raducanu in the second.
That would be another moment in the spotlight for Willis at Wimbledon.
"My life's been quite crazy," Willis said. "It's always been a little bit crazy, so I just take it in my stride and try and focus on the here and now."
___
Howard Fendrich has been the AP's tennis writer since 2002. Find his stories here: https://apnews.com/author/howard-fendrich
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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                                        BLANKENHAIN, Germany (AP) -- France's players have been vocal at Euro 2024 with calls to get out to vote in parliamentary elections. The England team, not so much. 
"Politics-free zone" was defender John Stones' verdict on the England camp Thursday as Britain held a general election. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 's Conservatives are widely expected to lose to the opposition Labour Party.
Stones was happy to discuss England's quarterfinal game with Switzerland on Saturday, the squad's newfound self-belief after a comeback win over Slovakia, and the strapping he'd been wearing on his right knee -- "all good, looks worse" -- but admitted he had no clue about his teammates' voting intentions.
"I couldn't tell you about the other lads. I'm sure it it'll be something that'll get brought up tonight, later on, but I couldn't tell you who they vote for. They keep it close to their chests," he said.

    


That's a stark contrast to France's players, who have been contesting Euro 2024 amid a hard-fought election campaign at home. French parliamentary elections are split into two rounds, with the first -- which saw a strong showing for the far-right National Rally -- held Sunday.




Defender Jules Kounde said he was "disappointed to see the direction our country is taking" in comments Monday after France beat Belgium for a place in the quarterfinals. Star striker Kylian Mbappe has been urging young people to vote and warned that "the extremes are knocking on the door of power". 
Runoff elections that will determine the balance of power in the French parliament are Sunday. If France beats Portugal in their quarterfinal Friday, the team would be preparing for its semifinal game when the runoff is held.
___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024
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                                        One of the best indications that golf was starting to catch on as an Olympic sport came from a player who never even made it to the podium.
Rory McIlroy was part of a seven-man playoff for the bronze medal at the Tokyo Games, eliminated on the third of four extra holes. He said when it was over, "I never tried so hard to finish third."
McIlroy was among those who skipped the Olympics when golf returned to the program in 2016 at Rio de Janeiro. He said then he wouldn't be watching golf, only "the stuff that matters." The next time around, he was all in.
And he's not alone. Only two eligible players are sitting out the men's competition when it begins Aug. 1 at Le Golf National outside Paris.
One is Bernd Wiesberger of Austria, who withdrew from the Tokyo Games right after he moved into position to make it. The other is Cristobal del Solar of Chile, who plays on the Korn Ferry Tour and doesn't want to miss a week if it jeopardizes his chance to get a PGA Tour card.

    


In most cases, the competition was fierce just to get to the Paris Games.
"Qualifying was my first goal this year," defending gold medalist Xander Schauffele said. "It's a very hard team to qualify for on the U.S. side."




The Americans have two players in the top 10 who won't be going, including U.S. Open champion Bryson DeChambeau.

    
    Paris Olympics

	The Olympics are more than fun and games. They're a billion-dollar business with political overtones.
	Breakdance will make it's debut as an Olympic sport in Paris.. Here's what else will be different at this year's games.
	Follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.



    


Of course, there are no excuses for skipping this year. Rio de Janeiro carried the threat of the Zika virus. The Tokyo Games were postponed one year because of the COVID-19 pandemic, meaning no spectators, no opportunity for athletes to attend other events and daily coronavirus testing.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Still to be determined is the value of gold, silver and bronze.
Given the endless golf schedule, the silver claret jug from the British Open will be awarded just 11 days before the pursuit of a gold medal.
"For track and field, gymnastics, winning a gold medal from when you were a kid was the top of the top," said Schauffele, who won his first major this year at the PGA Championship. "People ask me now about a major and a gold medal. Growing up, it was about watching the majors. Maybe in 50 years it will be different.

    


"But there's added emphasis on trying to win one," he said of an Olympic gold. "It's starting to pull some of its own weight. And I imagine it will be pulling more and more."
The gold medalists from Rio de Janeiro (Justin Rose and Inbee Park) and Tokyo (Schauffele and Nelly Korda) all have major championship hardware at home.
Schauffele and Korda will be among the contenders to give golf back-to-back gold medalists, a difficult task in golf regardless of the brand of trophy.
Scottie Scheffler remains the clear favorite everywhere he goes, already a six-time winner against the best fields in golf, including the Masters and The Players Championship. The gap between Scheffler and the rest of golf in the world ranking is a size not seen since the peak years of Tiger Woods.
"Playing for your country is always extremely exciting. Especially I think it will be extra special doing it on the Olympic stage," Scheffler said. "It's also good bragging rights for people when they tell me golf's not a sport. I can say it's an Olympic sport."

    


Korda is more of a mystery.
The American, who will be 26 when the women's competition begins, was unbeatable in March and April as she tied an LPGA record with five consecutive victories, including her second major at the Chevron Championship.
But then she took a 10 on one hole in the U.S. Women's Open and shot 80, missing the cut. She missed another cut in Michigan, and then shot 81 in the KPMG Women's PGA Championship and missed another cut in a major.
Typical of golf these days, there is a LIV Golf effect. Seven players from the Saudi-funded league will be in the Olympics. The list starts with Jon Rahm, the two-time major winner who defected to LIV at the end of last year. His world ranking was high enough that it didn't affect his Olympic standing.
The same can't be said of DeChambeau, who this year tied for sixth in the Masters, was the runner-up to Schauffele at the PGA Championship and beat McIlroy at the U.S. Open. Because majors are the only events where he can accrue world ranking points, it left him out of the top four Americans who get to play.

    


The Olympic ranking is based on the world ranking, and countries get a maximum of four players provided they are among the top 15 in the world.
Joaquin Niemann of Chile and Abraham Ancer of Mexico were among those who played where they could -- mainly the Asian Tour -- to get whatever ranking points they could. Ancer narrowly made it back for his second Olympics.
The venue will be familiar to a handful of players and a television audience. Le Golf National has hosted the French Open 29 times -- three past champions, including Tommy Fleetwood, will be in the Olympics -- and more famously it hosted the Ryder Cup in 2018.

    


Five players from that Ryder Cup will be at the Olympics, all of them European, including Rahm and McIlroy.
They are playing for the flag, yes, but they are playing for themselves and a medal. In that respect, it's just like any another tournament except it comes around only once every four years. That makes it special, whether a player has won a major or not.
"You're playing for a medal, for bragging rights. It's the rawest form of competition and it has an old-school feeling to it when you play the game because you love it," Schauffele said. 
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                    Italy's goalkeeper Gianluigi Donnarumma walks off at the end of a round of sixteen match between Switzerland and Italy at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Berlin, Germany, Saturday, June 29, 2024. Switzerland won the game 2-0. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            7 of 23 | England's Jude Bellingham, right, scores his side's first goal with an overhead kick during a round of sixteen match between England and Slovakia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, Sunday, June 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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England's Jude Bellingham, right, scores his side's first goal with an overhead kick during a round of sixteen match between England and Slovakia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, Sunday, June 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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            8 of 23 | England's Harry Kane, left, celebrates with Jude Bellingham after scoring his side's second goal during a round of sixteen match between England and Slovakia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, Sunday, June 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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            9 of 23 | Slovakia players lie on the pitch after a round of sixteen match between England and Slovakia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, Sunday, June 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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Slovakia players lie on the pitch after a round of sixteen match between England and Slovakia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, Sunday, June 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            10 of 23 | Spain's Fabian Ruiz celebrates after scoring his sides second goal during a round of sixteen match between Spain and Georgia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Cologne, Germany, Sunday, June 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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Spain's Fabian Ruiz celebrates after scoring his sides second goal during a round of sixteen match between Spain and Georgia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Cologne, Germany, Sunday, June 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            11 of 23 | Georgia's Otar Kakabadze, right, challenges Spain's Nico Williams during a round of sixteen match between Spain and Georgia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Cologne, Germany, Sunday, June 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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Georgia's Otar Kakabadze, right, challenges Spain's Nico Williams during a round of sixteen match between Spain and Georgia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Cologne, Germany, Sunday, June 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            12 of 23 | Antoine Griezmann of France celebrates in the Belgium goal after Randal Kolo Muani of France, shot at goal to cause Belgium's Jan Vertonghen to score an own goal during a round of sixteen match between France and Belgium at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Duesseldorf, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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Antoine Griezmann of France celebrates in the Belgium goal after Randal Kolo Muani of France, shot at goal to cause Belgium's Jan Vertonghen to score an own goal during a round of sixteen match between France and Belgium at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Duesseldorf, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            13 of 23 | Belgium's Kevin De Bruyne gestures after missing a chance during a round of sixteen match between France and Belgium at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dusseldorf, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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Belgium's Kevin De Bruyne gestures after missing a chance during a round of sixteen match between France and Belgium at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dusseldorf, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            14 of 23 | A France fan on the stands checks a cellphone while waiting for the start of a round of sixteen match between France and Belgium at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Duesseldorf, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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A France fan on the stands checks a cellphone while waiting for the start of a round of sixteen match between France and Belgium at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Duesseldorf, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            15 of 23 | Portugal's goalkeeper Diogo Costa saves the ball during penalties of a round of sixteen match between Portugal and Slovenia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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Portugal's goalkeeper Diogo Costa saves the ball during penalties of a round of sixteen match between Portugal and Slovenia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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            16 of 23 | Slovenia's players react at the end of the penalties shootouts during a round of sixteen match against Portugal at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)
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Slovenia's players react at the end of the penalties shootouts during a round of sixteen match against Portugal at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)
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            17 of 23 | Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo prepares to kick a penalty during a round of sixteen match between Portugal and Slovenia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo prepares to kick a penalty during a round of sixteen match between Portugal and Slovenia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            18 of 23 | Romania's Radu Dragusin, front, and Xavi Simons of the Netherlands fight for the ball during a round of sixteen match between Romania and the Netherlands at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Munich, Germany, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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Romania's Radu Dragusin, front, and Xavi Simons of the Netherlands fight for the ball during a round of sixteen match between Romania and the Netherlands at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Munich, Germany, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            19 of 23 | Netherlands' Donyell Malen celebrates after scoring his side's third goal during a round of sixteen match between Romania and the Netherlands at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Munich, Germany, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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Netherlands' Donyell Malen celebrates after scoring his side's third goal during a round of sixteen match between Romania and the Netherlands at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Munich, Germany, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Ariel Schalit)
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            20 of 23 | Memphis Depay of the Netherlands, top left, greets a fan after a round of sixteen match between Romania and the Netherlands at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Munich, Germany, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    20 of 23
Memphis Depay of the Netherlands, top left, greets a fan after a round of sixteen match between Romania and the Netherlands at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Munich, Germany, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)
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            21 of 23 | Turkey's Merih Demiral celebrates scoring his side's opening goal against Austria during a round of sixteen match at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Leipzig, Germany, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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Turkey's Merih Demiral celebrates scoring his side's opening goal against Austria during a round of sixteen match at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Leipzig, Germany, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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            22 of 23 | Austria's goalkeeper Patrick Pentz, left, fails to save a shot on goal by Turkey's Merih Demiral during a round of sixteen match between Austria and Turkey at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Leipzig, Germany, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)
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            23 of 23 | Austria's Michael Gregoritsch comforts Austria's Alexander Prass after a round of sixteen match between Austria and Turkey at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Leipzig, Germany, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- The round of 16 at Euro 2024 saw joy and despair as a spectacular overhead kick kept England in the competition, defending champion Italy was eliminated and fans danced in the rain. AP photographers captured the drama on and off the field of play. 
Italy was hoping to become only the second team to successfully defend the men's European Championship title, but was eliminated 2-0 by Switzerland, leaving players and fans dejected. Belgium and Austria too saw their campaigns end earlier than they'd hoped.
Host nation Germany had more to celebrate after reaching the quarterfinals with a win over Denmark, but only after a thunderstorm had delayed the game. Some Danish fans partied in a torrent of water pouring off the stadium roof.
Dutch forward Donyell Malen and Turkish defender Merih Demiral both celebrated scoring two goals each to send their teams into the quarterfinals, but the most spectacular goal yet was England's. 

    


Jude Bellingham hit an acrobatic overhead kick to send his team's contest with Slovakia to extra time with seconds remaining. Bellingham then joined the celebrations when Harry Kane scored the winning goal in extra time to send England through to the next round.
The quarterfinals are played Friday and Saturday, with host nation Germany taking on Spain in Stuttgart on Friday.
___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024
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Erdogan to attend Turkey-Netherlands Euro 2024 quarterfinal amid diplomatic row with host Germany
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                                        ANKARA, Turkey (AP) -- Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan plans to travel to Berlin to attend the 2024 European Championship quarterfinal game between Turkey and the Netherlands, an official said Thursday, after a controversial gesture by a national team player ignited a diplomatic row between Turkey and the host nation, Germany.
Turkey on Wednesday summoned the German ambassador to protest German interior minister Nancy Faeser's criticism of Merih Demiral, who made a hand gesture that is associated with an ultra-nationalist group. The German news agency dpa reported that in response, Germany summoned the Turkish ambassador to Berlin on Thursday.
Demiral scored both goals in a 2-1 win over Austria to earn Turkey's place in Saturday's quarterfinals.
The player made a sign with each hand that is recognized as a symbol of Turkish nationalism after scoring his second goal on Tuesday. The sign is associated with the Turkish ultra-nationalist organization Ulku Ocaklari, which is more widely known as the Gray Wolves.

    


UEFA said it was investigating Demiral's "alleged inappropriate behavior." The soccer body did not outline when the case might conclude.




Erdogan was scheduled to attend a meeting in Azerbaijan on Saturday but has decided to travel to Berlin instead to support the national team, an official said. Vice-President Cevdet Yilmaz would represent the Turkish leader in Azerbaijan. The official spoke on condition of anonymity, because he was not authorized to speak publicly on the matter.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Faeser said on the social media platform X that the symbol "of Turkish right-wing extremists" has no place in German stadiums and urged UEFA to punish the player for making the gesture. 
Her comments drew a strong reaction from Turkish officials. Turkey's Foreign Ministry denounced the investigation, labeling it as politically motivated response "to the use of a historical and cultural symbol."

    


Demiral has said he had the celebration in mind before scoring. He described his action as something "to do with this Turkish identity, because I'm very proud to be a Turk."
The Gray Wolves group was founded as the youth wing of Turkey's far-right Nationalist Movement Party, or MHP, which is currently in an alliance with Erdogan's ruling party, the Justice and Development Party.
The group has been banned in France, while Austria has banned the use of the Gray Wolf salute. Germany's federal domestic agency meanwhile, monitors the Gray Wolves group's activities.
___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024
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            1 of 5 | Germany's Jamal Musiala celebrates after scoring his side's second goal during a round of sixteen match between Germany and Denmark at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Saturday, June 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)
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            2 of 5 | Spain's Lamine Yamal reacts on the pitch during a round of sixteen match between Spain and Georgia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Cologne, Germany, Sunday, June 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            3 of 5 | Germany's head coach Julian Nagelsmann, center, and Jamal Musiala celebrate after a round of sixteen match between Germany and Denmark at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Saturday, June 29, 2024. Germany won 2-0. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)
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            4 of 5 | Spain's Fabian Ruiz celebrates after scoring his sides second goal during a round of sixteen match between Spain and Georgia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Cologne, Germany, Sunday, June 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            5 of 5 | Spain coach Luis De La Fuente instructs from the sideline during a round of sixteen match between Spain and Georgia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Cologne, Germany, Sunday, June 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]
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Spain's Fabian Ruiz celebrates after scoring his sides second goal during a round of sixteen match between Spain and Georgia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Cologne, Germany, Sunday, June 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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                                        STUTTGART, Germany (AP) -- Spain plays host nation Germany on Friday in the quarterfinals of the European Championship in an eagerly-anticipated matchup between two of the best performing sides at the tournament. There is also a potential record on the line as Spain and Germany have each won three European Championships, better than any other nation. Two of the most exciting talents will be on show in Spain teenager Lamine Yamal and 21-year-old Germany forward Jamal Musiala. Kickoff is at 6 p.m. local time (1600 GMT) in Stuttgart. Here's what to know about the match:
Match facts
-- The winner will advance to face France or Portugal in the semifinal in Munich on Tuesday.
-- Spain and Germany are the leading scorers at Euro 2024, having netted nine and 10 goals respectively in their four matches. They have also conjured the most attempts on target.

    


-- Spain has never eliminated a host nation, either at a European Championship or the World Cup.
-- La Roja is the only team to have won all its matches at Euro 2024, beating Croatia, Italy and Albania in the group stage before thumping Georgia 4-1 in the round of 16. Germany beat Scotland and Hungary but drew against Switzerland before eliminating Denmark.




-- Germany hasn't beaten Spain in a major tournament since a group-stage victory at Euro '88.
Team news
-- Lamine Yamal, Nico Williams and Fabian Ruiz all missed Spain's training session on Tuesday, while Aymeric Laporte only jogged once around the field. However, all are expected to be fit for Friday's match.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

-- Germany defender Jonathan Tah returns from suspension and coach Julian Nagelsmann has reported no injury concerns.
By the numbers
-- Spain and Germany have only conceded three goals between them. The only time Spain goalkeeper Unai Simon had to pick the ball out of his net was against Georgia, while Germany conceded against Scotland and Switzerland.
-- The teams have met 26 times, with Germany winning nine to Spain's eight. Spain edges Germany slightly on goals scored with 32 compared to 31.

    


-- Three of the last four encounters have finished in a 1-1 draw with the exception being a 6-0 thrashing of Germany by Spain in a UEFA Nations League match in November 2020.
-- Germany has won all six of its European Championship quarterfinals. Spain has lost five of its nine.
-- Germany goalkeeper Manuel Neuer will likely make a national record 39th appearance in a major tournament, having matched Bastian Schweinsteiger's mark in the previous round.
-- Germany has won the last six penalty shootouts it has been involved in, losing only its first in the 1976 final. Spain has won seven of its 13.
What they're saying
"I am not at all nostalgic and I don't feel like this will be my last-ever match." -- Germany midfielder Toni Kroos, who will be retiring after the tournament.
"We're aiming for the trophy and even though it's been a pleasure playing with Toni Kroos -- because he's been a teammate (at Real Madrid) and a friend -- I'd still like to 'retire' him on Friday!" -- Spain forward Joselu.
"I don't know if Spain are all that happy having to face Germany; likewise, there could have been easier opponents for us. If you want to win this tournament, you have to go through Spain." -- Germany midfielder Joshua Kimmich.

    


"Both are amazing players, they are young talents who will be the best in the world in the future. The wrong thing that everybody does is compare players, I think we only have to enjoy them." -- Spain midfielder Mikel Merino on Yamal and Musiala.
___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024
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            1 of 4 | Jack Draper of Britain celebrates after defeating Elias Ymer of Sweden in their first round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            2 of 4 | Britain's Katie Boulter on the practice court at the All England Lawn Tennis and Croquet Club in Wimbledon, London, Saturday June 29, 2024. The Wimbledon Championships begin on July 1. (John Walton/PA via AP)
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            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            4 of 4 | Supporters of Britain's Emma Raducanu react after her win over Elise Mertens of Belgium in their match on day three at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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    UK General Election 2024
Follow the AP's live coverage of the election that looks set to be one of the most consequential since WWII.


    


LONDON (AP) -- Some of Britain's top tennis players are avoiding election talk like double-faults at Wimbledon.
Polls opened Thursday morning in the U.K.'s first national election in almost five years, but Britain's rising stars are sticking to the tennis at the All England Club.
Jack Draper says he has no interest in politics. Katie Boulter doesn't want to talk about it. A smiling Emma Raducanu claimed on election eve that she "didn't even know it was tomorrow."
The 22-year-old Draper, who is Britain's highest-ranked men's singles player, gave a one-word answer -- "No" -- when asked if he's interested in politics.
In a big day for British players on Thursday, Draper faces Cameron Norrie in a second-round match. He didn't plan on following any election coverage.
"I mean, it's a crazy busy time for us tennis players. There's not much TV watching. There's not much time to sort of be thinking about that," he said on Tuesday. "Obviously it's really important, so we'll see."

    


Boulter, the top-ranked women's singles player in Britain, has turned away a couple of election-related questions.
"To be honest I'm here to focus on the tennis. I'm not necessarily sure what the correlation is between the two," she said on Saturday in a pre-tournament news conference. "Of course it's a huge moment for our country, but I will cross that bridge a little bit later away from the tennis courts."




On Tuesday, the 27-year-old Boulter had a similar response when asked if she'll be voting before her match Thursday against compatriot Harriet Dart.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hundreds of thousands of people had cast their ballot by postal vote before in-person voting began Thursday. Polls close at 10 p.m. (2100 GMT) on Thursday night.
Now 21 years old, Raducanu wasn't eligible to vote in the 2019 national election.
The 2021 U.S. Open champion was asked about the election at her news conference after beating Elise Mertens 6-1, 6-2 on Wednesday. She was asked if she will try to vote in the morning and if she will track the election into the evening.

    


The transcript of her answer said she was smiling when she responded: "No. I think I'll have a lie-in, then I'll come to practice. I didn't even know it was tomorrow, to be honest. Thanks for letting me know."
In a pre-tournament news conference Saturday, she indicated that she was aware of the election, though she didn't offer an opinion about it.
"I have been living a bit under a rock the last few weeks," she said. "I've been just focusing on my tennis. I haven't really had time to do much else. I've channeled all my energy into that. Yeah, the elections are happening. So are the Euros. I think that brings a lot of fun and brings everyone together. I will be following that though tomorrow afternoon."
Andy Murray, a two-time Wimbledon champion who will be on court in doubles Thursday, took some criticism in 2014 when he signaled his support for Scottish independence just hours before the polls opened. That referendum failed.
British player Liam Broady, who has always been outspoken on political issues, said he voted by mail. He's from Stockport just outside Manchester.

    


"I don't think there are hardly any players that really are politically inclined as much as I am or if they are, they keep their cards close to their chest," the 30-year-old Broady told The Associated Press. "It's not something that I see, to be honest, spoken about very often, which I guess is probably a good thing as well. The players just treat each other as players, and that's that."
The Conservative Party has been in power since 2010, and the Labour Party is widely expected to win Thursday.
"It's very similar to how it is in the States at the moment -- you're picking the best of a bad bunch," Broady said. "I think that's why a lot of my own generation and people younger than myself have become a little bit disillusioned with politics. It kind of feels like everybody's the same now, things don't really change.
"It's a two-party sort of problem in the U.K. at the moment and obviously with the Labour Party going so central it kind of feels like there aren't really many different options."
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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            1 of 5 | Serbia's Novak Djokovic plays a forehand return to Vit Kopriva of the Czech Republic during their first round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            2 of 5 | FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal plays a shot against Germany's Alexander Zverev during their first round match of the French Open tennis tournament at Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Monday, May 27, 2024. Nadal is going to skip Wimbledon, as expected, and instead prepare for the Paris Olympics by entering a clay-court tournament in Bastad, Sweden. The 22-time Grand Slam champion said Thursday, June 13, 2024, he wants to just remain on clay, rather than switching over to grass for the All England Club and then needing to go back to clay. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)
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            3 of 5 | FILE - From left, silver medalist Switzerland's Roger Federer, gold medalist Andy Murray of Great Britain, and bronze medalist Juan Martin del Potro of Argentina stand during the medal ceremony of the men's singles event at the All England Lawn Tennis Club at Wimbledon, in London, at the 2012 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 5, 2012. (AP Photo/Elise Amendola, File)
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            2 of 5 | FILE - Spain's Rafael Nadal plays a shot against Germany's Alexander Zverev during their first round match of the French Open tennis tournament at Roland Garros stadium in Paris, Monday, May 27, 2024. Nadal is going to skip Wimbledon, as expected, and instead prepare for the Paris Olympics by entering a clay-court tournament in Bastad, Sweden. The 22-time Grand Slam champion said Thursday, June 13, 2024, he wants to just remain on clay, rather than switching over to grass for the All England Club and then needing to go back to clay. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Novak Djokovic, Rafael Nadal and Andy Murray all were included on the entry list for tennis at the Paris Olympics released by the International Tennis Federation on Thursday, as was Daniil Medvedev, who technically will be competing as a "neutral" athlete rather than representing Russia because of that country's ongoing war in Ukraine.
Djokovic (Serbia) and Murray (Britain) are both 37, and Nadal (Spain) is 38, and all own multiple Grand Slam titles. Djokovic holds a men's-record 24 major trophies -- but he has never won a gold medal at the Olympics.
Nadal, next on the men's Slam list with 22, won golds in singles in 2008 and in doubles in 2016. He skipped Wimbledon, which is currently being played, to prepare for the Olympics.
Murray won three major championships and is the only tennis player with consecutive singles gold medals at the Summer Games. He has said he plans to retire after the Paris Olympics, which will hold tennis matches from July 27 to Aug. 4 on the clay courts at Roland Garros, the site of the French Open -- where Nadal is a 14-time champ.

    


The leading women on the entry list are No. 1 Iga Swiatek (Poland), No. 2 Coco Gauff (United States) and No. 4 Elena Rybakina (Kazakhstan). No. 3 Aryna Sabalenka decided not to go to the Olympics; her nation, Belarus, aided Russia in its invasion of Ukraine, so she would have competed as a "neutral" athlete, like Medvedev will be.




Swiatek is a five-time Grand Slam champion -- including at the French Open in four of the past five years -- and Gauff and Rybakina have won one major apiece. Gauff made the U.S. team for the Tokyo Games three years ago, but she did not go because she tested positive for COVID-19.

    
    Paris Olympics

	The Olympics are more than fun and games. They're a billion-dollar business with political overtones.
	Breakdance will make it's debut as an Olympic sport in Paris.. Here's what else will be different at this year's games.
	Follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.



    


There are 64-player draws for women's and men's singles, and 32 teams each in women's and men's doubles. The 16 entries for mixed doubles will be determined on July 24. The draw to determine the brackets will be in Paris on July 25.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Among the other players announced Thursday are three-time major champion Carlos Alcaraz -- who will play doubles alongside Nadal for Spain -- No. 1 Jannik Sinner (Italy), Tokyo Olympics gold medalist Alexander Zverev (Germany), 2008 doubles gold medalist Stan Wawrinka (Switzerland), four-time Grand Slam winner Naomi Osaka (Japan), 2019 U.S. Open champion Bianca Andreescu (Canada) and 2018 Australian Open champion Caroline Wozniacki (Denmark).
Osaka lit the cauldron at the Toyo Olympics.
Lebanon will make its debut in Olympic tennis, with Benjamin Hassan entered in singles and also partnering with Hady Habib in doubles.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                                        The 10,500 athletes who will compete at the Paris Games include first-time Olympians who already have global recognition and others whose stardom is just waiting to be discovered by a wider audience.
Here's a look at a few of the expected newcomers when the action starts July 24:
VICTOR WEMBANYAMA
The 7-foot-4 (2.24 meters) prodigal son of French basketball returns as the NBA Rookie of the Year.
Wembanyama left the Olympics host city last June as the 19-year-old phenom picked No. 1 in the draft by the San Antonio Spurs.
His sky-high potential was on display during a standout season for the 22-60 Spurs, averaging 21.4 points, 10.6 rebounds and a league-leading 3.6 blocks per game.
Wembanyama's last competitive game in France was a loss for his club, Metropolitans 92, that completed a sweep in the national playoffs.
The next should be on July 27 when France opens its three-game Olympic pool phase in the northeast city of Lille, about 140 miles (230 kilometers) outside of Paris. Wembanyama and company will take on an opponent that will be decided at an upcoming qualifying tournament. France also faces Japan and world champion Germany.

    


Paris expects nothing less than Wemby's return to the capital on Aug. 6 for the quarterfinals.




SUNNY CHOI
At age 35, Choi and her 50-year-old sport of breakdancing both will make Olympic debuts this summer.

    
    Paris Olympics

	The Olympics are more than fun and games. They're a billion-dollar business with political overtones.
	Breakdance will make it's debut as an Olympic sport in Paris.. Here's what else will be different at this year's games.
	Follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.



    


It was an unusual path to Paris for this first-time Olympian, who will face competitors less than half her age in the Place de la Concorde on Aug. 9, the last Friday of the Games.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The Ivy League graduate left an executive position in New York at global cosmetics firm Estee Lauder to focus full-time on her dancing as the Paris Games approached.
As B-Girl Sunny -- Grace is her given name, and Sun is her middle name -- the Tennessee-born and Kentucky-raised Choi qualified by winning at the Pan-American Games last year.
The 16-dancer women's lineup in Paris will include Dominika Banevic of Lithuania, who was 16 when she became world champion last year.

    


It could be Choi's only shot at the Olympics. Organizers of the 2028 Los Angeles Games let the sport slip off the program.
SHA'CARRI RICHARDSON
Richardson's "I'm Not Back, I'm Better" tour is making a stop in Paris, and the reigning 100-meter world champion has big plans for her first trip to the Olympics.
It looked as if Richardson was going to be one of the big stars of the Tokyo Games, but her victory in the 100 at the 2021 U.S. track trials was erased because she tested positive for a chemical found in marijuana. She went on TV and said she smoked marijuana as a way of coping with her mother's recent death.
The 24-year-old Richardson won the 100 meters at the trials again this year, clocking 10.71 seconds despite a less-than-stellar start. She joins what is sure to be a loaded field for one of the biggest events in Paris.
LETSILE TEBOGO
The men's world junior record in the 100 meters is held by another young track star from the 2023 worlds, Letsile Tebogo of Bostwana.
Tebogo, who will be 21 in Paris, was too young for the Tokyo Olympics after he won his first world junior title that same month.

    


He set a junior record of 9.94 seconds when he first ran at senior worlds, in Eugene, Oregon, in July 2022. Then he lowered his time to 9.91 while retaining his junior title.
At the 2023 worlds, Tebogo set his sights on individual sprint double champion Noah Lyles, running 9.88 for silver in the 100 and taking bronze in the 200.
Just as impressive, weeks earlier in London, Tebogo ran a 19.50 in the 200 at age 20 plus a few weeks. Lyles was almost 22 when he first ran 19.50 in 2019.
A Lyles-Tebogo rivalry could be a Paris highlight that shined beyond the Stade de France track.
DONYA ABU TALEB
Donya Abu Taleb is representing Saudi Arabia at the Paris Olympics.
Abu Taleb earned her place in the taekwondo competition in Paris by winning her semifinals bout at an Asian qualifying event in March.
Saudi Arabia had never sent female athletes to the Olympics before Wojdan Ali Seraj Abdulrahim Shahrkhani and Sarah Attar went to the 2012 London Games. Shahrkhani competed in judo, and Attar ran the 800 meters for track and field.

    


The 27-year-old Abu Taleb, who took bronze at the 2022 world championship, is a genuine medal prospect in the 49-kilogram class. She was ranked No. 12 in June.
A native of the coastal city of Jeddah, she grew up training with boys and competes in a head scarf.
Her event, with 16 athletes in the lineup, is on Aug. 7 at the elegant glass-roofed Grand Palais.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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                    FILE - Ferrari reserve driver Oliver Bearman of Britain is interviewed outside his team garage ahead of the Australian Formula One Grand Prix at Albert Park, Melbourne, Australia, Thursday, March 21, 2024. Haas announced the signing in a statement Thursday, July 4, without giving more details. The 19-year old British driver will take the seat vacated by German driver Nico Hulkenberg, who is joining Sauber at the end of the year ahead of its rebranding to Audi for 2026. (AP Photo/Asanka Brendon Ratnayake, File)
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                                        KANNAPOLIS, North Carolina (AP) -- Oliver Bearman has been signed on a multiyear deal by the Haas Formula 1 team from 2025 onward.
Haas announced the signing in a statement Thursday, without giving more details. The 19-year old British driver will take the seat vacated by German driver Nico Hulkenberg, who is joining Sauber at the end of the year ahead of its rebranding to Audi for 2026.
"It's hard to put into words just how much this means to me. To say out loud that I will be a Formula 1 driver for (the) Haas F1 Team makes me so immensely proud," Bearman said. "To be one of the very few people who get to do the thing what they dreamed of as a child is something truly incredible."
Bearman impressed with a stunning seventh-place finish at the Saudi Arabian Grand Prix in March, when he stood in for Carlos Sainz Jr. He got the unexpected F1 debut after Sainz was diagnosed with appendicitis and needed an operation.

    


Bearman, who was 18 at the time, became the third-youngest driver in F1. He had only had two practice sessions with Haas -- in 2023 -- yet produced a commanding drive on a tricky circuit that was way beyond his limited experience. 




He is currently competing in the F2 championship and is a reserve driver for both Ferrari and Haas -- which uses a Ferrari engine. He won the Austrian GP sprint race last weekend driving for Prema Racing in F2.
Bearman signed for the prestigious Ferrari academy in 2021 after being earmarked as a rising star.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I wouldn't be here without you," he told Ferrari. "Thank you for preparing me since F4 for this incredible opportunity and know I will give it everything I have."
Haas team owner Gene Haas has high hopes for Bearman.
"He's undoubtedly an exciting rookie prospect, not just based on what he showed in Saudi Arabia but also through his time developing his relationship with our team," Haas said. "I'm personally excited to see how he grows as a driver, and we look forward to seeing him deliver for (the) Haas F1 Team next season and beyond."
Bearman's promotion means there will be four British drivers on the F1 grid next year, with Lewis Hamilton (who is joining Ferrari ), George Russell (Mercedes) and Lando Norris (McLaren) the others.
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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            1 of 5 | Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo reacts after scoring in penalty shoot outs of a round of sixteen match between Portugal and Slovenia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            2 of 5 | Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo is seen after the win against Slovenia during a round of sixteen match between Portugal and Slovenia at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Frankfurt, Germany, Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Michael Probst)
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            3 of 5 | FILE - Kylian Mbappe of France adjusts his mask after scoring a penalty kick during a Group D match between the France and Poland at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, on June 25, 2024. Kylian Mbappe has had more masks than goals at Euro 2024. Widely regarded as the heir to Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo as soccer's biggest icon, the France striker is struggling with his peripheral vision due to the protective face covering he has been fitted with since breaking his nose at the start of the European Championship. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            4 of 5 | FILE - In this Sunday, Oct. 11, 2020 file photo France's Kylian Mbappe and Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo, right, greet each other before the Nations League soccer match between France and Portugal at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis, north of Paris, France. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)
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            5 of 5 | FILE -Kylian Mbappe of France, right, celebrates after scoring a penalty kick during a Group D match between the France and Poland at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Tuesday, June 25, 2024. Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Kylian Mbappe is not just a clash of soccer icons but a clash of generations. They'll go head to head when Portugal plays France in the Euro 2024 quarterfinals on Friday and their heavyweight meeting just got a little bit bigger after Ronaldo said this would be his last European Championship.(Friso Gentsch/dpa via AP, File)
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                                        HAMBURG, Germany (AP) -- Portugal and France meet in the European Championship quarterfinals on Friday and the match features a head to head between two of soccer's biggest stars: Cristiano Ronaldo and Kylian Mbappe. The winner will play either Spain or host nation Germany in the semifinals. Kickoff is at 9 p.m. local (1900 GMT) in Hamburg. Here's what to know about the match:
Match facts
-- It's a match between two of the pre-tournament favorites but neither have been convincing. Portugal hasn't scored a goal in its last two matches -- a 2-0 loss to Georgia and a 0-0 with Slovenia before winning a penalty shootout -- while no France player has scored from open play at Euro 2024. The French have had two own-goals and a penalty from Mbappe. 
-- Ronaldo burst into tears after having a penalty saved in extra time against Slovenia. Appearing in his record sixth European Championship, he has yet to score -- if he does, the 39-year-old striker would be the oldest ever scorer at the tournament.

    


-- Mbappe will again be wearing a protective mask after sustaining a broken nose in France's group opener against Austria. France coach Didier Deschamps said after the last-16 win over Belgium that Mbappe might need to wear the mask for "months."




-- The match will be played exactly 18 years after the nations' meeting in the 2006 World Cup semifinals, when Zinedine Zidane scored the winner from the penalty spot. Ronaldo played the full match and the player of the match was Lilian Thuram, whose son, Marcus, is likely to feature for France in Hamburg.
Team news

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

-- France midfielder Adrien Rabiot is suspended after collecting two yellow cards. The likelihood is that Antoine Griezmann will drop back into central midfield to cover for Rabiot, with Ousmane Dembele potentially coming into the forward line.
-- Portugal has no reported injury concerns, with all 26 players in the squad training on Wednesday. No players are suspended, either.

    


-- Mbappe is one of four France players who will miss the semifinals if they pick up another booking, should the team advance. It is the same with Ronaldo and five other Portugal players.
By the numbers
-- France has only conceded one goal at Euro 2024. That was the retaken penalty by Poland striker Robert Lewandowski, whose first effort was saved by Mike Maignan before the France goalkeeper was adjudged to have come off his line too early.
-- The 25-year-old Mbappe has 48 goals for France. He has a long way to go to catch Ronaldo, who has a men's record 130 international goals. 
-- This is the teams' third straight meeting at a European Championship. In the tournament in 2021, they drew 2-2 in the group stage -- Ronaldo scored two penalties -- and Portugal won 1-0 in the final in 2016.
-- Ronaldo, who will make a record 212th appearance for Portugal, has had 20 shots without scoring at Euro 2024.
What they're saying
-- "Let's face it, we're lacking in that area." -- France assistant coach Guy Stephan on the team's problems in front of goal.
-- "This is Ronaldo's last Euro. We've got everything we need to give him this gift and we're going to do everything we can." -- Portugal left back Nuno Mendes.
___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024
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                    Washington Nationals' Luis Garcia Jr. hits a three-run homer during the sixth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets at Nationals Park, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Alex Brandon)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- James Wood singled home the go-ahead run in his third major league game, Luis Garcia Jr. hit two homers and the Washington Nationals rallied to beat the New York Mets 7-5 on Wednesday night.
Wood, Washington's top prospect who made his debut this week, drove in Lane Thomas with a hit off Jake Diekman in the seventh, then stole his first career base moments later. He also singled and scored in the sixth, part of the Nationals' comeback from a five-run deficit.
Jacob Barnes (4-2) threw a perfect seventh in relief of Mitchell Parker to get the victory as the Nationals ended a three-game skid and won for just the second time in their last nine. The Mets fell back to .500.
The Mets' beleaguered, overtaxed bullpen finally cost them after doing enough to string together consecutive 10-inning wins. Diekman (2-3) allowed two runs on two hits, getting just one out.

    


WHITE SOX 8, GUARDIANS 2
CLEVELAND (AP) -- Erick Fedde gave up one run in six innings, Martin Maldonado homered and drove in three runs, and the Chicago White Sox routed AL Central-leading Cleveland.
Fedde (6-3) retired the final 12 batters he faced, allowing three hits with three strikeouts.




Lenyn Sosa matched his career-high with three hits and Luis Robert Jr. had a pair of hits and scored twice for the White Sox, who have the worst record in the majors at 25-63.
Guardians starter Gavin Williams (0-1) went four innings and 74 pitches in his season debut after missing three months with right elbow inflammation. He gave up five runs and seven hits in his first major league appearance since Sept. 17 against Texas.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Brayan Rocchio hit a solo homer for Cleveland, which had won six straight at Progressive Field snapped and still has the best home record in the majors at 27-10.
RED SOX 7, MARLINS 2
MIAMI (AP) -- Ceddanne Rafaela tripled, doubled and drove in three runs, Brayan Bello limited Miami to a run over 6 2/3 innings and Boston beat the Marlins.

    


Rafael Devers and Masataka Yoshida each had two hits and two RBIs to help the Red Sox win their third straight after a three-game slide.
In his first start since June 25, Bello (8-5) gave up seven hits, walked one and struck out seven. The right-hander's previous turn was skipped to help him overcome a difficult stretch, when he dropped three of four decisions.
Red Sox center fielder Jarren Duran and left fielder Rob Refsnyder robbed Miami's Josh Bell of extra base hits with standout defensive plays. Duran ran and tracked down Bell's drive at the wall in the sixth, and O'Neill dove to catch a line drive in the eighth.
REDS 3, YANKEES 2
NEW YORK (AP) -- Andrew Abbott took a two-hit shutout into the seventh inning and reliever Fernando Cruz got Aaron Judge to ground into a pivotal double play, pitching Cincinnati past the struggling New York Yankees.
Noelvi Marte hit a two-run homer and Stuart Fairchild also connected for the Reds, who handed Carlos Rodon (9-6) his fourth straight loss. They've won consecutive one-run games at Yankee Stadium to ensure their first series victory since June 6-9.
Cincinnati was 0-4-2 in its previous six series since taking three of four games from the Chicago Cubs.

    


Anthony Volpe ended an 0-for-18 slump with a two-run double in the seventh off Cruz, who then threw a wild pitch and walked Juan Soto that put runners at the corners in a 3-2 game.
But after a visit from pitching coach Derek Johnson, the right-hander got Judge to ground into an around-the-horn double play that ended the inning. A fired-up Cruz gave a huge fist pump and shouted with joy as he came off the mound. 
ASTROS 9, BLUE JAYS 2
TORONTO (AP) -- Jose Altuve hit a tiebreaking single in a four-run seventh inning, Yordan Alvarez homered for the third straight game and Houston beat Toronto for their 11th win in 13 games.
Houston's Yainer Diaz reached base four times and drove in three as the Astros handed the struggling Blue Jays their 11th loss in 15.
Alvarez looked to be in pain after an awkward swing on his ground ball to second base that ended the first inning, but Houston's designated hitter reached base in his next four plate appearances.

    


Alvarez doubled home a run in the third, led off the sixth with a solo homer, came around to score after being intentionally walked in the seventh, and capped his night with an RBI double in the eighth. He finished 3 for 4 with three RBIs.
Right-hander Tayler Scott (5-2) got the win despite allowing a game-tying single to the only batter he faced. Bryan Abreu worked a perfect seventh, Bryan King pitched the eighth and Rafael Montero finished.
Toronto's Bo Bichette struck out on a pitch that hit him in the ninth.
PIRATES 5, CARDINALS 4, 10 INNINGS
PITTSBURGH (AP) -- Bryan Reynolds and Oneil Cruz hit run-scoring singles on consecutive pitches in the 10th inning, and Pittsburgh rallied to beat St. Louis.
Willson Contreras' two-run homer in the eighth off Colin Holderman tied the score 3-3.
Alec Burleson' put St. Louis ahead with a 10th-inning sacrifice fly off Aroldis Chapman (1-3) after Masyn Winn's infield single advanced automatic runner Dylan Carlson to third.

    


With Joey Bart the automatic runner on second starting the bottom half, Michael A. Taylor struck out while trying to bunt and Andrew McCutchen drew a walk from Andrew Kittridge (1-4).
JoJo Romero relieved and Reynolds lined a fastball into center to drive in Bart and advance McCutchen to second. Cruz drove a slider to right and McCutchen scored standing up as the ball bounced to the right-field wall.
Rowdy Tellez had three hits for the Pirates, including an opposite-field home run just inside the left-field foul pole leading off the seventh against Giovanny Gallegos. Pittsburgh had lost three of four.
Wynn had three hits for the Cardinals.
BRAVES 3, GIANTS 1
ATLANTA (AP) -- Chris Sale allowed only three hits in six innings to earn his 11th win, leading Atlanta to a victory over San Francisco.
Sale (11-3) tied Kansas City's Seth Lugo for the most wins in the majors. It is Sale's most wins since finishing 12-4 in 2018 with the Boston Red Sox. Sale recorded nine strikeouts while allowing one run.
The Giants were held to four hits off Sale and three relievers.
Austin Riley hit a two-run double in the fifth.
Sale needed only six pitches to retire the Giants in order in the first, setting the stage for his strong start. The left-hander struck out the side in the third. Sale added two more strikeouts to open the fifth before Curt Casali lined a single to center field for San Francisco's first hit.
ROYALS 4, RAYS 2
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) -- Michael Wacha allowed one run on two hits over six innings, Salvador Perez drove in a pair of runs and Kansas City got a spectacular defensive play from Kyle Isbel in the ninth to beat Tampa Bay.
After reliever Chris Stratton gave up a run in the eighth, Royals closer James McArthur got Jose Siri to fly out to right and Richie Palacios to pop foul and leave runners on second and third.
McArthur came back for the ninth and gave up a leadoff single to Ben Rortvedt, but then struck out Yandy Diaz and watched Isbel rob Taylor Walls of extra bases with a leaping catch at the wall in center. McArthur then got Isaac Paredes to ground back to the pitcher to finish off his 15th save.
Bobby Witt Jr. and Vinnie Pasquantino also drove in runs to push Kansas City to its AL-leading 31st home victory.
TIGERS 9, TWINS 2
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) -- Carson Kelly hit a grand slam and Wenceel Perez followed with a home run to back Keider Montero's first major league win as Detroit beat Minnesota.
Riley Greene and Matt Vierling hit two-run homers, and Greene, Colt Keith and Akil Baddoo tripled for the Tigers, who had lost five of six.
Kelly's homer, his sixth of the season and fourth in 10 games, came on a 1-0 fastball from David Festa (1-1) in the third and put Detroit ahead 4-0. Kelly homered on the next pitch, a changeup.
Kelly entered hitting .300 with two doubles, a triple, four home runs and 15 RBIs in his previous 24 games.
Montero (1-2) a 23-year-old right-hander, allowed two runs, six hits and a walk over 6 1/3 innings in his third major league appearance and second start. He was recalled from Triple-A Toledo before the game.
Festa (1-1), making his second major league start and first in Target Field, gave up seven runs and nine hits in five innings. He allowed four runs over 5 2/3 innings at Arizona in his debut on June 27 and has a 10.80 ERA.
PHILLIES 5, CUBS 3
CHICAGO (AP) -- Edmundo Sosa broke a tie with a short sacrifice fly in the eighth, Whit Merrifield followed with an RBI single and Philadelphia topped the struggling Chicago Cubs.
Trea Turner easily scored from third on Sosa's 261-foot fly to put the Phillies ahead when rookie center fielder Pete Crow-Armstrong's throw was well up the first base line.
All-Star Alec Bohm hit his 11th home run, a two-run shot, and finished with two hits as the Phillies won their third straight. Philadelphia backup catcher Rafael Marchan hit a homer and doubled in his 12th game since being recalled from Triple-A Lehigh Valley on June 11 after three-time All-Star J.T. Realmuto was hurt.
The Phillies, who have the majors' best record at 57-29, played without Bryce Harper and Kyle Schwarber for the fifth straight game. Philadelphia is 4-1 without the injured sluggers.
PADRES 6, RANGERS 4
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) -- David Peralta hit a tiebreaking, two-run homer in the seventh inning for his first of the season in San Diego's victory over Texas.
The 427-foot drive into the Texas bullpen in right-center field helped give the Padres their 10th win in 13 games. San Diego ended the Rangers' three-game home shutout streak on Manny Machado's two-run shot in the third. 
Jurickson Profar had two hits on the night he was named an All-Star for the first time as an NL starter. The nod came almost 12 years after Profar made his major league debut as a 19-year-old for the Rangers, with him in the city of his original team, and where the All-Star Game will be held July 16.
Corey Seager had a tying RBI double in the third inning as a late add to the lineup for Texas. The star shortstop had missed the previous two games after getting hit by a pitch on the left wrist in Baltimore.
BREWERS 3, ROCKIES 0
DENVER (AP) -- William Contreras and Brice Turang had three hits apiece, Christian Yelich hit his ninth home run of the season and Colin Rea pitched seven shutout innings to lift Milwaukee past Colorado.
The Brewers' win was their eighth in their past 10 games and extended their lead over the St. Louis Cardinals in the National League Central Division to seven games.
Rea (8-2) gave up six hits while striking out four and walking none to earn his fourth win in his past five starts.
ATHLETICS 5, ANGELS 0
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) -- Joey Estes pitched Oakland's first individual shutout in more than three years and Oakland beat the Los Angeles Angels.
Estes (3-3) threw 68 of his 92 pitches for strikes, limiting Los Angeles to five singles and a walk with four strikeouts in the first complete game of his career. The right-hander induced three double plays and struck out Taylor Ward swinging to end the game.
It was the 16th complete game in the major leagues this season, 10 of them shutouts.
The last Oakland pitcher to accomplish the feat was Sean Manaea, who blanked the Mariners on June 2, 2021.
Brent Rooker had three hits including a homer and Max Schuemann also homered.
ORIOLES 4, MARINERS 1
SEATTLE (AP) -- Ryan O'Hearn had a key two-out, two-run double and later added a solo home run, Dean Kremer threw five shutout innings in his first start since late May, and Baltimore beat Seattle.
Baltimore won for the sixth time in seven games and continued Seattle's recent side that has seen a 10-game lead in the AL West dwindle down to two. The Mariners lost for the 10th time in 13 games.
Craig Kimbrel pitched the ninth for his 21st save for Baltimore and 438th of his career moving him into fourth-place alone on the all-time saves list. 
DIAMONDBACKS 12, DODGERS 4
LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Christian Walker hit a go-ahead homer in the fourth inning and a three-run blast in the ninth -- his 16th and 17th career shots at Dodger Stadium -- and Arizona overcame a rough start to rout Los Angeles.
Gabriel Moreno and Lourdes Gurriel Jr. added two-run homers for Arizona, down 4-1 before Diamondbacks starter Cristian Mena retired a batter in his major league debut.
Freddie Freeman and Teoscar Hernandez hit back-to-back homers in the first for the NL West-leading Dodgers. After four of their first five batters had hits, they had only two more the rest of the game. Arizona pounded out 16 hits.
Walker went 4 for 5, falling a triple shy of the cycle, with four RBIs and three runs. With two out in the fourth, he sent a 3-2 pitch from Ryan Yarbrough (3-2) to left for a 5-4 lead. Walker hit his 20th homer of the season in the ninth, a two-out shot off Michael Petersen.
Bryce Jarvis (1-2) got the victory in relief.
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                                        SAN DIEGO (AP) -- The San Diego Wave called accusations made by a former employee on social media "inaccurate and defamatory" in a statement on Wednesday.
Brittany Alvarado, who says she is a former video and creative manager for the team, called on the National Women's Soccer League to remove team President Jill Ellis, the former coach of the U.S. women's national team.
She cited a poor work environment that was discriminatory that took a toll on her mental health in a lengthy post on the social platform X, formerly known as Twitter.
The Wave responded with a statement that said the team "has been made aware of a recent social media post by a former employee that contains inaccurate and defamatory statements about the club." 
The Wave went on to say they were looking into possible legal avenues available to address the matter. 
Wave forward Alex Morgan also put out a statement on social media Wednesday night that said she was disappointment by the reports.

    


"As players, we have worked hard to build a team that is surrounded by an inclusive, positive and safe environment," Morgan said in the post. "But it's important to me that we are creating that environment for both players AND staff throughout the entire organization. Equity in the workplace is something I have and will continue to advocate for."
She added that she was proud of what the Wave had built but that there was more work to be done. 
___
AP soccer: https://apnews.com/hub/soccer
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            1 of 7 | Baltimore Orioles' Ryan O'Hearn celebrates with Anthony Santander after hitting a solo home run during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Seattle Mariners, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Stephen Brashear)
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            2 of 7 | Baltimore Orioles' Ryan O'Hearn hits a RBI-double during the third inning of a baseball game against the Seattle Mariners, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Stephen Brashear)
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            3 of 7 | Baltimore Orioles starter Dean Kremer delivers a pitch during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Seattle Mariners, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Stephen Brashear)
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            4 of 7 | Baltimore Orioles' Ramon Urias, left, and Adley Rutschman celebrate after scoring runs during the third inning of a baseball game against the Seattle Mariners, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Stephen Brashear)
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            5 of 7 | Seattle Mariners starter Logan Gilbert delivers a pitch during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Baltimore Orioles, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Stephen Brashear)
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            6 of 7 | Baltimore Orioles starter Dean Kremer delivers a pitch during the first inning of a baseball game against the Baltimore Orioles, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Stephen Brashear)
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            7 of 7 | Seattle Mariners starter Logan Gilbert delivers a pitch during the first inning of a baseball game against the Baltimore Orioles, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Seattle. (AP Photo/Stephen Brashear)
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                                        SEATTLE (AP) -- Ryan O'Hearn had a key two-out, two-run double and later added a solo home run, Dean Kremer threw five shutout innings in his first start since late May, and the Baltimore Orioles beat the Seattle Mariners 4-1 on Wednesday night.
Baltimore won for the sixth time in seven games and continued Seattle's recent side that has seen a 10-game lead in the AL West dwindle down to two. The Mariners lost for the 10th time in 13 games.
"Similar tune. Unfortunately we struggled to get much traction offensively at all and you can't have perfect pitching," Seattle manager Scott Servais said. 
Craig Kimbrel pitched the ninth for his 21st save for Baltimore and 438th of his career moving him into fourth-place alone on the all-time saves list ahead of Francisco Rodriguez. 
"Anytime you have the opportunity to be on this list and to surpass a guy that you got to spend time with and enjoyed their craft and what they did, it's really cool," Kimbrel said. 

    


O'Hearn, who finished second to Yordan Alvarez in All-Star Game voting as the AL designated hitter, delivered the big blow during a two-out rally in the third inning off Seattle starter Logan Gilbert.




O'Hearn's drive to deep left-center field clipped off the glove of Julio Rodriguez as he tried to make a sliding catch on the warning track. Rodriguez was immediately angry with himself for not making the catch as Ramon Urias and Adley Rutschman scored. Anthony Santander followed with a single to score O'Hearn.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"I don't know how he almost got there. He started in the right-center gap but I'm glad he didn't come up with it," O'Hearn said. 
Two innings later, O'Hearn hit his 11th homer of the season on a cutter from Gilbert that stayed in the middle of the plate.
That turned out to be plenty of run support for Kremer, who made his first start since May 20 due to a triceps strain. Kremer (4-4) didn't allow a hit until Ty France dribbled a single through the infield with one out in the fourth inning. Using his splitter significantly more than his average for the season, Kremer gave up two hits, struck out eight and allowed only one base runner to reach second. 

    


"For him to go on a big league mound, on the road and go five scoreless innings, that was as sharp as he's been really all year for me," Orioles manager Brandon Hyde said. 
Cal Raleigh's 15th homer of the season off Baltimore reliever Keegan Akin in the sixth inning ended the shutout. But the Mariners have scored more than three runs once in the last eight games. 
Gilbert (5-5) had allowed two earned runs in his previous three starts combined, but his control was not sharp. Gilbert's three walks matched the combined total for his eight previous starts dating to May 20.
"Against good teams, especially at this level, it really is a game of inches where it could have gone either way," Gilbert said. 
BULLPEN BOUND
Hyde said LHP Cole Irvin will move to the bullpen for now with the return of Kremer, rather than having six-man rotation. Irvin has started 14 games this season for the Orioles.
TRAINER'S ROOM
Orioles: LHP Nick Vespi was optioned to Triple-A Norfolk.

    


Mariners: RHP Gregory Santos made it through is first rehab outing at Triple-A Tacoma without issue. The Mariners are hoping he will need only one or two more outings before rejoining the team.
UP NEXT
Orioles: RHP Corbin Burnes (9-3, 2.28) had 11 strikeouts in six innings in his first start against Seattle earlier this season. 
Mariners: RHP Bryce Miller (6-7, 3.88) has lost two straight starts. Miller allowed two runs in five innings in his last start against Minnesota.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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            1 of 9 | Oakland Athletics pitcher Joey Estes, right, reacts after striking out Los Angeles Angels' Taylor Ward to end a baseball game Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. The Athletics won 5-0. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            2 of 9 | Oakland Athletics pitcher Joey Estes reacts after striking out Los Angeles Angels' Taylor Ward to end a baseball game Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. The Athletics won 5-0. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            3 of 9 | Oakland Athletics pitcher Joey Estes, center, celebrates with catcher Shea Langeliers, right, after the team's victory over the Los Angeles Angels in a baseball game Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            4 of 9 | Oakland Athletics' Joey Estes (68) pitches to a Los Angeles Angels batter during the ninth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            5 of 9 | Oakland Athletics right fielder Lawrence Butler catches a fly ball hit by Los Angeles Angels' Mickey Moniak during the eighth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            6 of 9 | Los Angeles Angels first baseman Nolan Schanuel is unable to catch a ball hit into foul territory by Oakland Athletics' Zack Gelof during the seventh inning of a baseball game Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            7 of 9 | Oakland Athletics' Joey Estes walks to the dugout after pitching against the Los Angeles Angels during the seventh inning of a baseball game Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            8 of 9 | Los Angeles Angels' Luis Rengifo, right, holds his arm during the ninth inning of a baseball game against the Oakland Athletics, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. Rengifo left the game with an injury. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            9 of 9 | Oakland Athletics pitcher Joey Estes reacts after second baseman Zack Gelof turned a double play against the Los Angeles Angels during the eighth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            7 of 9 | Oakland Athletics' Joey Estes walks to the dugout after pitching against the Los Angeles Angels during the seventh inning of a baseball game Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 9
Oakland Athletics' Joey Estes walks to the dugout after pitching against the Los Angeles Angels during the seventh inning of a baseball game Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            8 of 9 | Los Angeles Angels' Luis Rengifo, right, holds his arm during the ninth inning of a baseball game against the Oakland Athletics, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. Rengifo left the game with an injury. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 9
Los Angeles Angels' Luis Rengifo, right, holds his arm during the ninth inning of a baseball game against the Oakland Athletics, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. Rengifo left the game with an injury. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            9 of 9 | Oakland Athletics pitcher Joey Estes reacts after second baseman Zack Gelof turned a double play against the Los Angeles Angels during the eighth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 9
Oakland Athletics pitcher Joey Estes reacts after second baseman Zack Gelof turned a double play against the Los Angeles Angels during the eighth inning of a baseball game, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Oakland, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            BEN ROSS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) -- Joey Estes pitched Oakland's first individual shutout in more than three years and the Athletics beat the Los Angeles Angels 5-0 on Wednesday night.
Estes (3-3) threw 68 of his 92 pitches for strikes, limiting Los Angeles to five singles and a walk with four strikeouts in the first complete game of his career.
"It's an unreal feeling," he said. "I'm still just kind of processing it myself and just kind of enjoying what this feels like."
Estes induced three double plays and struck out Taylor Ward swinging to end the game.
"I don't know if you saw, I went crazy," Estes said of his celebration. "I didn't know how to feel. It was my first time going through it, so definitely a lot of emotion. I was into it. It's something you dream of."
It was the 16th complete game in the major leagues this season, 10 of them shutouts.

    


The last Oakland pitcher to accomplish the feat was Sean Manaea, who blanked the Mariners on June 2, 2021.
"For him to go nine, it's a testament to the mentality and the mindset that he has," A's manager Mark Kotsay said.
"The focus and concentration, and the competitor that he is, that's what it takes to finish a game."




Brent Rooker had three hits including a homer and Max Schuemann also homered.
"It's a great team win," Rooker said. "I think it's just an example of how good a team we can be when we put things together and play well."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The A's benefitted from some shaky Angels defense to score two runs in the second inning. With runners on first and third, Brett Harris hit a comebacker that should have been an inning-ending double play, but Davis Daniel's low throw to second base ended up in center field, allowing Zack Gelof to score.
Later in the inning, Harris attempted to steal second, drawing a throw from catcher Matt Thaiss. Lawrence Butler sprinted home before Harris was tagged out to make it 2-0.

    


Schuemann took Daniel deep in the fifth.
"He missed up and in, hung one a little bit, and I took advantage of it," Schuemann said.
Rooker connected for his 17th homer in the sixth. Harris added an RBI single later in the inning.
Daniel (1-1) allowed five runs (four earned) and seven hits with a walk and three strikeouts in 5 1/3 innings.
TRAINER'S ROOM
Angels: 3B Luis Rengifo exited with an apparent right wrist injury after a foul ball in the ninth inning. Rengifo fouled the ball straight back, then shook his hand in pain. He was briefly examined by manager Ron Washington and a trainer before walking to the dugout. "We're still evaluating," Washington said. "We didn't come up with anything yet. ... He just said that his wrist was hurting. That's it. So until we get something definite, that's all I know." ... 3B Anthony Rendon (left hamstring strain) is scheduled to face live pitching this weekend. Washington is hopeful he can return next week.
Athletics: LHP Kyle Muller (left shoulder tendinitis) threw 42 pitches in a rehab start for Triple-A Las Vegas on Tuesday, allowing two runs in 2 2/3 innings with five strikeouts. He returned to Oakland on Wednesday and Kotsay said they would discuss how he felt before determining his next step. ... RHP Ross Stripling (right elbow strain) and RHP Paul Blackburn (right foot stress reaction) faced hitters in live batting practice Wednesday. Kotsay said they would either face hitters again or begin rehab assignments.
UP NEXT
RHP Roansy Contreras (1-0, 3.82 ERA) makes his second start for the Angels on Thursday. The A's counter with LHP JP Sears (4-7, 5.00), who has lost four straight decisions.
---
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/MLB
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                                        	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W 	L	Pct.	GB
	San Jose (San Francisco)	9	3	.750	--
	x-Modesto (Seattle)	7	5	.583	2
	Stockton (Oakland) 	5	7	.417	4
	Fresno (Colorado)	3	9	.250	9


	South Division				
		 W 	L 	Pct. 	GB 
	Visalia (Arizona) 	8	4	.667	--
	x-Lake Elsinore (San Diego) 	6	6	.500	2
	Rancho Cucamonga (L.A. Dodgers) 	6	6	.500	2
	Inland Empire (L.A. Angels) 	4	8	.333	4


x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, July 2

Inland Empire 10, Lake Elsinore 8
Stockton 8, San Jose 5
Visalia 13, Rancho Cucamonga 4
Modesto 7, Fresno 3
	Wednesday, July 3

Visalia 5, Rancho Cucamonga 1
San Jose 4, Stockton 3
Inland Empire 23, Lake Elsinore 9
Modesto 6, Fresno 3
	Thursday, July 4

Lake Elsinore at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Modesto at Fresno, 9:35 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at Visalia, 10 p.m.
San Jose at Stockton, 10 p.m.
	Friday, July 5

Rancho Cucamonga at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Lake Elsinore at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Modesto at Fresno, 10:05 p.m.
San Jose at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, July 6

Rancho Cucamonga at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Lake Elsinore at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Modesto at Fresno, 9:50 p.m.
San Jose at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, July 7

No games scheduled
	Monday, July 8

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, July 9

Fresno at Lake Elsinore, 9:05 p.m.

    


Visalia at San Jose, 9:30 p.m.
Modesto at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, July 10

Visalia at San Jose, 4 p.m.
Fresno at Lake Elsinore, 9:05 p.m.
Modesto at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W 	L	Pct.	GB
	San Jose (San Francisco)	9	3	.750	--
	x-Modesto (Seattle)	7	5	.583	2
	Stockton (Oakland) 	5	7	.417	4
	Fresno (Colorado)	3	9	.250	9

	South Division				
		 W 	L 	Pct. 	GB 
	Visalia (Arizona) 	8	4	.667	--
	x-Lake Elsinore (San Diego) 	6	6	.500	2
	Rancho Cucamonga (L.A. Dodgers) 	6	6	.500	2
	Inland Empire (L.A. Angels) 	4	8	.333	4

___
	Tuesday, July 2

Modesto 7, Fresno 3
	Wednesday, July 3





Modesto 6, Fresno 3
	Thursday, July 4

San Jose at Stockton, 10 p.m.
	Friday, July 5

San Jose at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, July 6

San Jose at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, July 7

No games scheduled
	Monday, July 8

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, July 9

Rancho Cucamonga at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, July 10
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	Northwest League				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Vancouver (Toronto) 	10	2	.833	--
	x-Spokane (Colorado) 	9	3	.750	1
	Everett (Seattle) 	7	5	.583	3
	Eugene (San Francisco) 	6	6	.500	4
	Hillsboro (Arizona)	3	9	.250	7
	Tri-City (L.A. Angels)	1	11	.083	9

x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, July 2

Vancouver 4, Everett 3
Eugene 11, Hillsboro 10, 10 innings
Spokane 6, Tri-City 0
	Wednesday, July 3

Everett 6, Vancouver 2
Hillsboro 2, Eugene 1
Spokane 3, Tri-City 0
	Thursday, July 4

Hillsboro at Eugene, 9:35 p.m.
Vancouver at Everett, 10:05 p.m.
Tri-City at Spokane, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, July 5

Hillsboro at Eugene, 9:35 p.m.
Vancouver at Everett, 10:05 p.m.
Tri-City at Spokane, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, July 6

Hillsboro at Eugene, 8:05 p.m.
Vancouver at Everett, 8:09 p.m.
Tri-City at Spokane, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, July 7

No games scheduled
	Monday, July 8

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, July 9

Vancouver at Eugene, 9:35 p.m.
Everett at Spokane, 9:35 p.m.
Tri-City at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, July 10

Vancouver at Eugene, 9:35 p.m.
Everett at Spokane, 9:35 p.m.
Tri-City at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
All Times EDT
	Northwest League				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Vancouver (Toronto) 	10	2	.833	--
	x-Spokane (Colorado) 	9	3	.750	1
	Everett (Seattle) 	7	5	.583	3
	Eugene (San Francisco) 	6	6	.500	4
	Hillsboro (Arizona)	3	9	.250	7
	Tri-City (L.A. Angels)	1	11	.083	9

___
	Tuesday, July 2

Spokane 6, Tri-City 0
	Wednesday, July 3

Spokane 3, Tri-City 0
	Thursday, July 4

Tri-City at Spokane, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, July 5

Tri-City at Spokane, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, July 6

Tri-City at Spokane, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, July 7

No games scheduled
	Monday, July 8

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, July 9

Tri-City at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Wednesday, July 10
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                                        	All Times EDT				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Reno (Arizona)	8	1	.889	--
	Round Rock (Texas) 	5	4	.556	3
	x-Sugar Land (Houston) 	5	4	.556	3
	Albuquerque (Colorado) 	4	4	.500	31/2
	El Paso (San Diego) 	4	4	.500	31/2
	Las Vegas (Oakland) 	4	5	.444	4
	Salt Lake (L.A. Angels)	4	5	.444	4
	Tacoma (Seattle) 	4	5	.444	4
	Oklahoma City (L.A. Dodgers)	3	6	.333	5
	Sacramento (San Francisco)	3	6	.333	5

x - First Half winner
____
	Tuesday, July 2

Round Rock 1, Sugar Land 0
Albuquerque 5, El Paso 2, 7 innings
Reno 10, Sacramento 7
Oklahoma City 11, Las Vegas 6
Tacoma 8, Salt Lake 7
	Wednesday, July 3

Sugar Land 4, Round Roc 3
El Paso 8, Albuquerque 5
Oklahoma City 3, Las Vegas 1
Salt Lake 7, Tacoma 6
Reno 7, Sacramento 1
	Thursday, July 4

Round Rock at Sugar Land, 7:05 p.m.
Las Vegas at Oklahoma City, 8:05 p.m.
Tacoma at Salt Lake, 8:35 p.m.
Albuquerque at El Paso, 8:35 p.m.
Sacramento at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
	Friday, July 5

Las Vegas at Oklahoma City, 8:05 p.m.
Round Rock at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.
Tacoma at Salt Lake, 8:35 p.m.
Albuquerque at El Paso, 8:35 p.m.
Sacramento at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
	Saturday, July 6

Las Vegas at Oklahoma City, 8:05 p.m.
Round Rock at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.
Tacoma at Salt Lake, 8:35 p.m.
Albuquerque at El Paso, 8:35 p.m.
Sacramento at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
	Sunday, July 7

Albuquerque at El Paso, 8:05 p.m.
	Monday, July 8

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, July 9

Round Rock at Reno, 3:05 p.m.
El Paso at Oklahoma City, 8:05 p.m.
Las Vegas at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.

    


Tacoma at Albuquerque, 8:35 p.m.
Sacramento at Salt Lake, 8:35 p.m.
	Wednesday, July 10

Las Vegas at Sugar Land, 1:05 p.m.
Tacoma at Albuquerque, 2:05 p.m.
El Paso at Oklahoma City, 8:05 p.m.
Sacramento at Salt Lake, 8:35 p.m.
Round Rock at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Reno (Arizona)	8	1	.889	--
	Round Rock (Texas) 	5	4	.556	3
	x-Sugar Land (Houston) 	5	4	.556	3
	Albuquerque (Colorado) 	4	4	.500	31/2
	El Paso (San Diego) 	4	4	.500	31/2
	Las Vegas (Oakland) 	4	5	.444	4
	Salt Lake (L.A. Angels)	4	5	.444	4
	Tacoma (Seattle) 	4	5	.444	4
	Oklahoma City (L.A. Dodgers)	3	6	.333	5
	Sacramento (San Francisco)	3	6	.333	5

____
	Tuesday, July 2

Tacoma 8, Salt Lake 7
	Wednesday, July 3





Reno 7, Sacramento 1
	Thursday, July 4

Sacramento at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
	Friday, July 5

Sacramento at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
	Saturday, July 6

Sacramento at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
	Sunday, July 7

Albuquerque at El Paso, 8:05 p.m.
	Monday, July 8

No games scheduled
	Tuesday, July 9

Sacramento at Salt Lake, 8:35 p.m.
	Wednesday, July 10
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                                        Through 2024
Career save leaders since 1969, when saves became an official major league statistic (x-active) 
	1. Mariano Rivera 	652
	2. Trevor Hoffman	601
	3. Lee Smith 	478
	4. x-Craig Kimbrel 	438
	5. Francisco Rodriguez 	437
	6. x-Kenley Jansen 	436
	7. John Franco 	424
	8. Billy Wagner 	422
	9. Dennis Eckersley 	390
	10. Joe Nathan 	377
	11. Jonathan Papelbon 	368
	12. Jeff Reardon 	367
	13. Troy Percival 	358
	14. Randy Myers 	347
	15. Rollie Fingers 	341
	16. John Wetteland 	330
	17. Francisco Cordero 	329
	18. Fernando Rodney 	327
	19. Roberto Hernandez 	326
	20. Houston Street 	324
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            1 of 2 | FILE - Rep. Jim Clyburn, D-S.C., left, greets President Joe Biden at the Columbia Metro Airport, in West Columbia, S.C., Jan. 27, 2024. Clyburn is often credited as the man who delivered the presidency to Joe Biden with a pivotal endorsement four years ago. But on Wednesday, the South Carolina congressman sent a resounding message to the Democratic president and elected officials across the nation that it may be time to move on when he outlined a process to replace Biden during an interview with CNN. Clyburn. (AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin, File)
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            2 of 2 | FILE - Rep. Jim Clyburn, D-S.C., speaks, Nov. 18, 2023, in Charleston, S.C. Senior Democratic figures rallied with a show of unwavering public support for President Joe Biden on Sunday, June 30, 2024, amid private angst within the party about his Thursday debate performance. "I do not believe that Joe Biden has a problem leading for the next four years," Clyburn, a close ally of Biden, said on CNN's "State of the Union." "Joe Biden should continue to run on his record." (AP Photo/Meg Kinnard, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- He is often credited as the man who delivered the Democratic nomination to Joe Biden with a pivotal endorsement four years ago.
But on Wednesday, Rep. James Clyburn, D-S.C., sent a resounding message to the president and elected officials across the nation that it may be time to move on.
Clyburn, a Biden campaign co-chair, outlined a process to replace Biden during an interview with CNN. Should Biden step aside, Clyburn said, he expects a "mini-primary" featuring Vice President Kamala Harris, governors and others in the run-up to the Democratic National Convention in August.
"You can actually fashion the process that's already in place to make it a mini-primary and I would support that," said Clyburn, who also spoke to Biden on Wednesday in a conversation his office refused to discuss.
Clyburn's decision to spell out in detail how Biden might be replaced was viewed as a clarion call by some top donors, party insiders and even members of Biden's campaign who increasingly believe that the 81-year-old president will be forced to step aside following a debate performance that shook the party's confidence in his ability to defeat Republican former President Donald Trump in November.

    


The extraordinary remarks echoed throughout the private conversations of donors, Democratic National Committee members and even Biden's campaign staff, according to multiple participants who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share sensitive discussions. In response to Clyburn's latest comments, at least one member of Biden's finance committee predicted that the president would not survive the political crisis.




Indeed, the conversation among many insiders has begun to shift from whether Biden should stay in the race to the logistics of his departure.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


Clyburn spokesperson Brianna Frias later clarified that he was responding to a hypothetical question and not trying to restart the nomination contest.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"He was not calling for a 'mini primary,'" Frias said. "Instead, he was explaining the existing process. The congressman fully supports this president at the top of the ticket and it would be irresponsible to report anything otherwise."

    


A significant group of party insiders wants the incumbent president to stay in the race, believing he remains the party's best hope to defeat Trump. 
"I'm for Joe Biden. I encourage Joe Biden to continue to run for president and I believe that he will be reelected," said Dick Harpootlian, a South Carolina state senator and Biden supporter. "Even in this weakened condition, I do believe he will beat Donald Trump."
Clyburn's comment came a day after former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi sent shockwaves across the party by raising questions about Biden's fitness to serve. "It's a legitimate question to say, is this an episode or is this a condition?" Pelosi said on MSNBC.
Biden vowed on Wednesday to stay in the race.
"I am running. I am the leader of the Democratic Party. No one is pushing me out," Biden said in a call with staffers on his reelection campaign, according to a top aide who posted his comment on the X social media platform.

    


Privately, however, Biden's allies shared increasing concern that he would undermine their chances to win the House and the Senate if he's on the ballot this fall. And top donors fear that Biden's fundraising, while strong in June, will slow considerably this month, especially among high-dollar donors.
New polling also shows warning signs.
Trump had a slight lead over Biden in two polls of voters conducted after the debate. But one of the polls -- conducted by SSRS for CNN -- found that three-quarters of voters, including more than half of Democratic voters, said the party has a better chance of winning the presidency in November with a candidate other than Biden. 
Around 7 in 10 voters -- and 45% of Democrats -- said that Biden's physical and mental ability is a reason to vote against him.
Meanwhile, an increasing number of Democratic officials believe that Harris should be the favorite to replace Biden. Those involved in private discussions also acknowledge that California Gov. Gavin Newsom and Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer remain viable alternatives. 

    


But for some insiders, Harris is viewed as the only nominee who would quickly unify the party and avoid a messy and divisive convention fight.
Clyburn, who described Biden's debate performance as "concerning," said in a MSNBC interview on Tuesday that he would support Harris if Biden were to step aside.
"This party should not in any way do anything to work around Ms. Harris," Clyburn said. "We should do everything we can to bolster her whether she's in second place or at the top of the ticket."
Meanwhile, Trump's campaign cheered on the Democratic dysfunction in a statement predicting victory.
"President Trump will beat any Democrat on Nov. 5 because he has a proven record and an agenda to Make America Great Again," said senior advisers Chris LaCivita and Susie Wiles.
___
Associated Press writers Lisa Mascaro in Washington, Meg Kinnard in Charlotte and Jill Colvin in New York contributed.
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            1 of 3 | FILE - President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris stand on stage at the Democratic National Committee winter meeting, Feb. 3, 2023, in Philadelphia. Harris has been the White House's first line of defense after President Joe Biden's faltering performance in last week's debate with Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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            2 of 3 | FILE - Vice President Kamala Harris waves as she departs after speaking at the Tribal Nations Summit in the South Court Auditorium on the White House campus, Nov. 16, 2021, in Washington. Harris has been the White House's first line of defense after President Joe Biden's faltering performance in last week's debate with Donald Trump. (AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)
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            3 of 3 | FILE - Vice President Kamala Harris speaks about the implementation of Florida's extreme abortion ban at an event May 1, 2024, in Jacksonville, Fla. Harris has been the White House's first line of defense after President Joe Biden's faltering performance in last week's debate with Donald Trump. (AP Photo/John Raoux, File)
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                                        Vice President Kamala Harris has been one of President Joe Biden's staunchest defenders following his shaky performance in last week's debate, but she's also emerged as a potential option to lead the party herself if Biden opted not to continue his campaign.
One big question is what would happen to the current campaign's $91 million cash on hand, according to its most recent filings. (Combined with allied Democratic organizations, the reelection effort has access to $240 million cash on hand, the campaign said this week.)
Could Harris take over the Biden-Harris campaign cash?
Yes, although there are some caveats.
Since their campaign account was registered with the Federal Election Commission in the name of both candidates, Harris could use those funds for her own presidential effort if Biden were to drop out, according to Kenneth Gross, senior political law counsel at Akin Gump and former associate general counsel for the Federal Election Commission.

    


Can donors get refunds?

Only if the campaign said yes.
Legal scholars agree that if donors were to ask for their money back after a candidate switch, the campaign would need to agree to that transfer. That means donors don't have an automatic right to get refunded.


"Once a donor makes a contribution, he or she relinquishes the rights to those funds," Gross said. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


Displeased donors thinking about suing likely wouldn't succeed, according to Bradley A. Smith, professor at Capital University Law School in Ohio.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"When you give money to a campaign committee, it is pretty much theirs to do with what they please, within the boundaries of the law," he said.
What happens to the funds if neither Biden nor Harris is the nominee?
According to Gross, their campaign would have to give all the money back -- sort of.
Any donations designated for the primary -- which Biden won -- would stay with the campaign, Gross said, something that technically could apply to any money taken in by Biden-Harris up until the Democratic National Convention in August.

    


"All contributions made prior to the August convention are deemed to be for the primary unless the donor designates in writing that the contribution is for general election," Gross said.
According to Smith, if Biden left the race and Harris didn't replace him as nominee, their former campaign could only transfer $2,000 of the money that had been collected to a new candidate.
Could the campaign account be converted to a PAC?
Maybe, but it might not be worthwhile.
According to Gross, if both Biden and Harris either drop out of the contest or don't become their party's nominee, they could opt to designate the campaign funds for a super PAC or the party itself.
But if those transfers did happen, Smith said, "the vast bulk of it would have to be in independent expenditures, which tend to be less effective." Plus, he added, guaranteed broadcast advertising rates are higher for parties than for candidates, "so that has a cost, too."
If Harris is left in the race, she could also do that with the funds, too -- or keep them for her own effort.
And if the account, in general, were converted to a political action committee, that new entity would have limits on what it could send to the new candidate, said Saurav Ghosh, director of federal campaign finance reform for the Campaign Legal Center.

    


"Even if Biden's campaign committee immediately converted to a political action committee, which is allowed, that PAC could only transfer up to $3,300 per election to the new presidential candidate's campaign," Ghosh said. "There's no legal way for Biden to transfer to a new candidate the $90 million that his campaign currently has on hand."
What else could happen with the money?
The presidential race options aside, Smith suggested that the Biden-Harris funds could be transferred to Democratic committees backing House and Senate candidates, or punted even further down the electoral timeline, to "support Democrats in future years."
Other options, he suggested, could include a group created to promote causes and issues in line with the candidates' views -- "or they could give it to charity, including, for example, a really boffo Joe Biden Center at University of Delaware."
___
Meg Kinnard reported from Chapin, South Carolina. She can be reached at http://twitter.com/MegKinnardAP

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/kamala-harris-biden-fundraising-election-campaign-donations-5709f07420b4f138caa884361653368e



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    At debate, Biden meant to say he had beaten 'big pharma,' not Medicare | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



At debate, Biden meant to say he had beaten 'big pharma,' not Medicare

    At debate, Biden meant to say he had beaten 'big pharma,' not Medicare

    

    
        
            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            1 of 2 | President Joe Biden speaks during a presidential debate hosted by CNN with Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump, Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert)
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            2 of 2 | White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre speaks during a press briefing, Wednesday, July 3, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- At least one mystery about President Joe Biden's often convoluted answers during the presidential debate has been solved.
Early in the debate, the 81-year-old Democrat was asked a question about the national debt and ended his meandering answer by declaring, "We finally beat Medicare." 
That was not what Biden had intended to say about the popular program providing health insurance for older Americans. 
White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre on Wednesday clarified the president's intent, saying, "He meant to say that he beat big pharma."
Biden was trying to reference one of his legislative achievements -- that Medicare now has the ability to negotiate the prices it pays pharmaceutical companies for some prescription drugs, helping to reduce federal spending. 
The president's botched response helped set off broader concerns about his ability to compete against presumptive Republican nominee Donald Trump in November's elections.
Trump picked up on Biden's answer, and retorted that "he's destroying Medicare."
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                    FILE - Rep. Joe Morelle, D-N.Y., questions a witness during a Committee on House Administration hearing about noncitizen voting in U.S. elections on Capitol Hill, May 16, 2024 in Washington. Morelle is preparing a constitutional amendment in response to the Supreme Court's landmark immunity ruling. (AP Photo/John McDonnell, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- A leading House Democrat is preparing a constitutional amendment in response to the Supreme Court's landmark immunity ruling, seeking to reverse the decision "and ensure that no president is above the law."
Rep. Joseph Morelle of New York, the top Democrat on the House Administration Committee, sent a letter to colleagues informing them of his intent to file the resolution, which would kickstart what's traditionally a cumbersome amendment process. 
"This amendment will do what SCOTUS failed to do -- prioritize our democracy," Morelle said in a statement to AP. 
In referring to Donald Trump, Morelle said the former president "must be held accountable for his decisions. I urge my colleagues to support my amendment and stand with me on the front line to protect our democracy."
It's the most significant legislative response yet to the decision this week from the court's conservative majority, which stunned Washington and drew a sharp dissent from the court's liberal justices warning of the perils to democracy, particularly as Trump seeks a return to the White House. Still, the effort stands almost no chance of succeeding in this Congress.

    


Writing for the majority, Chief Justice John Roberts said that presidents have broad immunity from criminal prosecution for actions take within their official duties -- a decision that throws into doubt the Justice Department's cases against Trump, including his efforts to overturn the 2020 election. 




Trump and his allies celebrated the ruling by the court, which includes three justices appointed by the former president, and his legal team immediately moved to delay sentencing for his felony conviction in an unrelated hush money case in New York state court that had been scheduled for next week. The judge agreed to push off the sentencing until fall.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The outcome all but ensures the federal cases against Trump will not be resolved before the November election when he faces a likely rematch with President Joe Biden.

    


While the constitutional amendment process would likely take years, and in fact may never come to fruition, supporters believe it is the most surefire way, even beyond a new law, to enshrine the norm that presidents can face consequences for their actions.
"This amendment will guarantee that no public officer of the United States -- including the president -- is able to evade the accountability that any other American would face for violating our laws," Morelle wrote in a letter to colleagues this week.
He quoted from Justice Sonia Sotomayor, who led the dissent, and Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson who joined in dissenting, before summing up his in his own words: "Presidents are citizens, not tyrants." 
Another Democrat, Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, said Monday she planned to file articles of impeachment against the justices over the ruling, which she said represents "an assault on American democracy."
"It is up to Congress to defend our nation from this authoritarian capture," Ocasio-Cortez said on social media. "I intend on filing articles of impeachment upon our return."

    


Congress can launch the constitutional amendment process and then send it to the states for ratification. Such a resolution takes a two-thirds vote in both the House and Senate, which is highly unlikely at this time of divided government, and ratification by three-fourths of the states.
So far, there have been 27 amendments to the U.S. Constitution.
__
This story has been corrected to reflect Justice Sotomayor's first name is Sonia, not Sonya.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/supreme-court-immunity-trump-biden-9ec81d3aa8b2fd784c1b155d82650b3e



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Why was it a surprise? Biden's debate problems leave some wondering if the press missed the story | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Why was it a surprise? Biden's debate problems leave some wondering if the press missed the story

            
    

    
        
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


    

    
        
            
                    President Joe Biden speaks during a presidential debate with Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump, June 27, 2024, in Atlanta. (AP Photo/Gerald Herbert, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- President Joe Biden's fitness to serve a second term in office has been a top story since his halting performance in last week's debate against Donald Trump, where the president at times appeared unable to complete or articulate some thoughts in the pressure of the moment. 
To some press critics who are now reading these stories, there's another question: What took you so long?
"It is simply astounding for the entire country, including its most seasoned reporters, to be as shocked as everyone was by the ugly and painful reality of Biden's debate performance," Jill Abramson, former executive editor of The New York Times, told the website Semafor this week.
While it was a "super hard story to report," she said it could have been done. Instead, Abramson said, the American press failed in its duty to hold those in power accountable.

    


Certainly, there's no shortage of "I told you so" sentiment coming from Biden opponents. "Conservatives have noticed that for a very long time," said "Fox & Friends" host Ainsley Earhardt.
It's a complicated story that has bubbled for months -- and, it can be argued, the American people were onto it first.




Big pushback from Biden aides all along
Throughout the campaign, Biden aides have pushed back aggressively on the notion that he had become diminished, and some supporters are angered by any attention the issue gets in comparison to stories about whether or not Trump tells the truth.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	Read the latest: Follow AP's complete coverage of this year's election.



    


Nearly a year ago, in August 2023, the Associated Press-NORC poll found that three-quarters of U.S. adults said that the 81-year-old Biden was too old to effectively serve another four-year term as president. AP-NORC found this February that six in 10 adults were "not very" or "not at all" confident that Biden had the mental capability to serve as president, although the sentiment was roughly the same for his 78-year-old Republican opponent, Donald Trump.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Media standards for covering a president's health have changed markedly through the years. It was little known at the time, but after President Woodrow Wilson suffered a severe stroke in 1919, his wife effectively ran the government for the remainder of his term. And, in the pre-television days, the press stayed largely quiet about the disability that largely kept Franklin D. Roosevelt in a wheelchair much of the time.

    


Four reporters from the Times collaborated on a story, published Tuesday, that said several people who had encountered Biden behind closed doors noticed "he increasingly appeared confused or listless, or would lose the thread of conversations."
Not many uncontrolled public appearances
Biden's lack of public visibility in situations that aren't tightly controlled has been evident throughout his presidency.
The 36 news conferences he had given through June 30 were fewer than any president in the same time frame since Ronald Reagan, according to Martha Joynt Kumar, director of the White House Transition Project. Biden gave a total of 128 interviews, compared to Donald Trump's 369 at the same stage of his presidency and 497 by Biden's former boss, she said.

    


It was noticed in February when Biden passed up an interview in the Super Bowl pregame show, a relatively new presidential tradition that offers an audience of tens of millions of people.
Under pressure following the debate, Biden has agreed to an interview on Friday with George Stephanopoulos of ABC News, and his team said he would do a news conference next week.
Biden's staff may have done him a disservice by shielding him from such situations, said Karl Pillemer, a Cornell University gerontologist. "In general, it's good for a politician and for an older person to exercise and manage stressful situations," he said. In other words: practice helps.
If there were signs beyond public speaking that he was impaired in his ability to do the job, Biden should have been investigated, said Pillemer, professor of gerontology in medicine at Weill Cornell. But he said he was unaware of such evidence, unlike what there was for California Sen. Dianne Feinstein before she died.
"I don't think there's a lot more the media could have done," Pillemer said.

    


The situation shows how media pressure for greater access is more than just whining, said Ben Smith, co-founder of the news website Semafor and a former media columnist. Even off-the-record time with a president is valuable to get a sense of what he's like, and Biden did not do that to the extent of his predecessors, Smith said.
If there had been some crisis situation before the debate where Biden's problems were evident, the press might have jumped on the story earlier. "But a lot of Americans believed that the president was in really bad shape, and the media kind of waved that off," Smith said.
"We should have all gone after it harder," he said.
A story challenging to tell for journalists
Abramson told Semafor that she was worried that many journalists didn't try to get the story because they did not want to be accused of helping elect Trump.

    


The Wall Street Journal, in a June 4 piece by Annie Linskey and Siobhan Hughes, said that some people who had worked with Biden "described a president who appears to be slower now, someone who has both good moments and bad moments."
The Journal reporters interviewed more than 45 people, both Republicans and Democrats, for the piece. Yet because the story, in a newspaper owned by Rupert Murdoch, prominently quoted Republican House speakers Kevin McCarthy and Mike Johnson, it was dismissed by many at the time as being inspired by partisanship.
Similarly illustrating the challenges in telling the story, the Biden campaign has sharply criticized the Times during instances when they wrote about concerns over Biden's age. Even before the campaign, the Times cites stories that indicate the newspaper did not ignore the issue.
Politico suggested in April, quoting an unnamed Times staff member, that the newspaper's attention to the issue was "quietly encouraged" by publisher A.G. Sulzberger because he was upset that Biden had not agreed to an interview with Times reporters.
The newspaper sharply denied that, and issued a statement saying that it was troubling that Biden "had so actively and effectively avoided questions from independent journalists during his term." On Wednesday, Times Executive Editor Joe Kahn sent a message to the paper's newsroom about the issue, acknowledging "ample speculation" about what the media did and didn't do. 
"What I've seen and what our readers have experienced from our team is steadfast, fact-based reporting on the subject that began a couple of years ago as we documented Biden's age-related challenges in multiple, industry-leading articles," Kahn wrote. "We have stayed on that story at every turn, always with nuance and context, through today's outstanding report."
___
Linley Sanders of The Associated Press' polling team contributed. David Bauder writes about media for the AP. Follow him at http://twitter.com/dbauder.
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            1 of 15 | Men talk in front of a newspaper kiosk in La Paz, Bolivia, Thursday, June 27, 2024, a day after Army troops stormed the government palace in what President Luis Arce called a coup attempt. (AP Photo/Carlos Sanchez)
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            2 of 15 | An armored vehicle and military police form outside the government palace at Plaza Murillo in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed into the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday as President Luis Arce said the country faced an attempted coup. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            3 of 15 | Army Cmdr. Gen. Juan Jose Zuniga sits inside an armored vehicle at Plaza Murillo in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed into the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday as President Luis Arce said the country faced an attempted coup. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            4 of 15 | Supporters of President Luis Arce chase soldiers as they flee from Plaza Murillo, after a failed coup attempt in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed into the doors of Bolivia's government palace located in Plaza Murillo as Arce said the country faced an attempted coup. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            5 of 15 | Bolivian President Luis Arce raises a clenched fist surrounded by supporters and media, outside the government palace in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday in an apparent coup attempt against Arce, but he vowed to stand firm and named a new army commander who ordered troops to stand down. (AP Photo/Rodwy Cazon Barrios)
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            6 of 15 | Bolivian Minister of Government Eduardo del Castillo presents a diagram of the presidential palace, a week after armed forces took the building over in what he and President Luis Arce called a failed coup, during a news conference in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            7 of 15 | Bolivian police hold the detained Juan Jose Zuniga, former general commander of the Army, in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An apparent failed coup attempt erupted Wednesday in the country, and Zuniga appeared to be leading the rebellion. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            8 of 15 | People arrested in connection with the previous day's uprising are presented by police to the press in La Paz, Bolivia, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The government announced more arrests over their alleged involvement in what President Luis Arce called a coup attempt. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            9 of 15 | Bolivia's President Luis Arce pauses during an interview in La Paz, Bolivia, Friday, June 28, 2024, two days after Army troops stormed the government palace in what Arce called a coup attempt. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            10 of 15 | Supporters of President Luis Arce demonstrate outside the prosecutor's office demanding jail time for Juan Jose Zuniga, former commanding general of the army, in La Paz, Bolivia, Friday, June 28, 2024, two days after Army troops stormed the government palace in what President Luis Arce called a coup attempt. (AP Photo/Carlos Sanchez)
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            11 of 15 | Senior Cabinet member Eduardo del Castillo, second left, waves from a balcony police station as people detained for their involvement in what President Luis Arce called a coup attempt are escorted from their jail cells to be taken to the Chonchocoro maximum security prison, in La Paz, Bolivia, Saturday, June 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            12 of 15 | Juan Jose Zuniga, former commanding general of the army, is escorted from a jail to be taken to Chonchocoro maximum security prison, in La Paz, Bolivia, Saturday, June 29, 2024. Zuniga was detained for his involvement in what President Luis Arce called a coup attempt. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            13 of 15 | Soldiers return to the government palace after lowering the Bolivian national flag at Murillo square in La Paz, Bolivia, Friday, June 28, 2024, two days after Army troops stormed the government palace in what Bolivia's President Luis Arce called a coup attempt. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            14 of 15 | Cholitas pose for a photo during the presentation of a giant "sandwich de chola", in La Paz, Bolivia, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. Gastronomy experts and student chefs prepared the traditional Bolivian roasted pork sandwich in hopes of breaking the world's record for largest sandwich. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            15 of 15 | A woman sits at the entrance of a restaurant in La Paz, Bolivia, Friday, June 28, 2024, two days after Army troops stormed the government palace in what President Luis Arce called a coup attempt.(AP Photo/Carlos Sanchez)
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            1 of 15 | Men talk in front of a newspaper kiosk in La Paz, Bolivia, Thursday, June 27, 2024, a day after Army troops stormed the government palace in what President Luis Arce called a coup attempt. (AP Photo/Carlos Sanchez)
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Men talk in front of a newspaper kiosk in La Paz, Bolivia, Thursday, June 27, 2024, a day after Army troops stormed the government palace in what President Luis Arce called a coup attempt. (AP Photo/Carlos Sanchez)
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            2 of 15 | An armored vehicle and military police form outside the government palace at Plaza Murillo in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed into the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday as President Luis Arce said the country faced an attempted coup. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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An armored vehicle and military police form outside the government palace at Plaza Murillo in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed into the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday as President Luis Arce said the country faced an attempted coup. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            3 of 15 | Army Cmdr. Gen. Juan Jose Zuniga sits inside an armored vehicle at Plaza Murillo in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed into the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday as President Luis Arce said the country faced an attempted coup. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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Army Cmdr. Gen. Juan Jose Zuniga sits inside an armored vehicle at Plaza Murillo in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed into the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday as President Luis Arce said the country faced an attempted coup. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            4 of 15 | Supporters of President Luis Arce chase soldiers as they flee from Plaza Murillo, after a failed coup attempt in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed into the doors of Bolivia's government palace located in Plaza Murillo as Arce said the country faced an attempted coup. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            5 of 15 | Bolivian President Luis Arce raises a clenched fist surrounded by supporters and media, outside the government palace in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday in an apparent coup attempt against Arce, but he vowed to stand firm and named a new army commander who ordered troops to stand down. (AP Photo/Rodwy Cazon Barrios)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 15
Bolivian President Luis Arce raises a clenched fist surrounded by supporters and media, outside the government palace in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. Armored vehicles rammed the doors of Bolivia's government palace Wednesday in an apparent coup attempt against Arce, but he vowed to stand firm and named a new army commander who ordered troops to stand down. (AP Photo/Rodwy Cazon Barrios)


                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
            6 of 15 | Bolivian Minister of Government Eduardo del Castillo presents a diagram of the presidential palace, a week after armed forces took the building over in what he and President Luis Arce called a failed coup, during a news conference in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, July 3, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            7 of 15 | Bolivian police hold the detained Juan Jose Zuniga, former general commander of the Army, in La Paz, Bolivia, Wednesday, June 26, 2024. An apparent failed coup attempt erupted Wednesday in the country, and Zuniga appeared to be leading the rebellion. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            8 of 15 | People arrested in connection with the previous day's uprising are presented by police to the press in La Paz, Bolivia, Thursday, June 27, 2024. The government announced more arrests over their alleged involvement in what President Luis Arce called a coup attempt. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            9 of 15 | Bolivia's President Luis Arce pauses during an interview in La Paz, Bolivia, Friday, June 28, 2024, two days after Army troops stormed the government palace in what Arce called a coup attempt. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            10 of 15 | Supporters of President Luis Arce demonstrate outside the prosecutor's office demanding jail time for Juan Jose Zuniga, former commanding general of the army, in La Paz, Bolivia, Friday, June 28, 2024, two days after Army troops stormed the government palace in what President Luis Arce called a coup attempt. (AP Photo/Carlos Sanchez)
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            11 of 15 | Senior Cabinet member Eduardo del Castillo, second left, waves from a balcony police station as people detained for their involvement in what President Luis Arce called a coup attempt are escorted from their jail cells to be taken to the Chonchocoro maximum security prison, in La Paz, Bolivia, Saturday, June 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            12 of 15 | Juan Jose Zuniga, former commanding general of the army, is escorted from a jail to be taken to Chonchocoro maximum security prison, in La Paz, Bolivia, Saturday, June 29, 2024. Zuniga was detained for his involvement in what President Luis Arce called a coup attempt. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            13 of 15 | Soldiers return to the government palace after lowering the Bolivian national flag at Murillo square in La Paz, Bolivia, Friday, June 28, 2024, two days after Army troops stormed the government palace in what Bolivia's President Luis Arce called a coup attempt. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            14 of 15 | Cholitas pose for a photo during the presentation of a giant "sandwich de chola", in La Paz, Bolivia, Tuesday, July 2, 2024. Gastronomy experts and student chefs prepared the traditional Bolivian roasted pork sandwich in hopes of breaking the world's record for largest sandwich. (AP Photo/Juan Karita)
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            15 of 15 | A woman sits at the entrance of a restaurant in La Paz, Bolivia, Friday, June 28, 2024, two days after Army troops stormed the government palace in what President Luis Arce called a coup attempt.(AP Photo/Carlos Sanchez)
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                                        LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) -- A plan to stage a coup against Bolivia's president was not what Gen. Tomas Pena y Lillo was expecting when he entered the military headquarters in La Paz last Wednesday.
The leader of Bolivia's retired service members said he was surprised to get a call that morning from army chief Gen. Juan Jose Zuniga with a request to report for talks about how to advocate for imprisoned soldiers.
It was a coveted meeting, so he rushed over to find Zuniga surrounded by officers asking for their help in "defending democracy." Pena y Lillo claims he demurred, but tanks were already rumbling out of the barracks toward the presidential palace.
"It's a tragicomedy," Pena y Lillo, now a fugitive wanted for his participation in the alleged coup attempt, told The Associated Press by phone from an undisclosed location.
Like many Bolivians, he said he struggled to piece the story together, recalling how "there had been a lot of talk in the military that (Bolivian President Luis) Arce would hand the government over to Zuniga" as protests roiled the country over shortages of dollars and fuel.

    


The retired general's comments mark another surreal turn in the nation's efforts to establish the facts of what happened on June 26, when military forces stormed downtown La Paz, stunning the country and spinning off waves of rumors from the mundane to the absurd.




A week after the purported rebellion roiled the South American country that has seen no fewer than 190 coups since its independence in 1825, Bolivians who thought they'd seen it all say they've never been more confused.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This is so strange, so unbelievable," said Marcia Tinini, a 58-year-old teacher in La Paz. "First I believed the government and felt solidarity, but now I don't know what to say."
When Zuniga and his swarm of armored vehicles disappeared from the capital's main plaza after the three-hour upheaval, President Arce hailed the retreat as a democratic victory. Bolivians rallied to denounce the attempted coup and, for a moment, it appeared the tumult might bring the polarized nation together.

    


But within hours, the conversation in Bolivia turned to whether a coup had occurred at all.
Before being hauled off to jail, Zuniga claimed his mutiny was a hoax concocted by President Arce to deflect attention from a spiraling economy and a bitter political battle with his former mentor, ex-President Evo Morales. Arce strongly denies the allegations, which remain unsubstantiated.
Bolivians dissected the face-to-face confrontation between Arce and Zuniga outside the presidential palace that triggered the general's withdrawal, offering a variety of reasons for why the attempted coup appeared staged. 
"It was a kind of theater," said retired Gen. Brig. Omar Cordero Balderrama. "It's the first time I've ever seen a military coup being broadcast live on television. With coups, everyone knows the first thing to be taken over is the media."
Skeptical experts have also weighed in.
"Having had my own brief experience as head of state, I can tell you that you don't just take an elevator down 16 floors to chat with the guy who moved tanks to your gates," said Eduardo Rodriguez Veltze, who briefly served as president of Bolivia in 2005-2006.

    


Many found it strange that the mutiny wrapped up so neatly after just a few hours. It struck them as suspicious that the chief of the armed forces, Gonzalo Vigabriel Sanchez, was nowhere to be seen as chaos consumed the capital, emerging only after Zuniga's sacking to attend a hasty swearing-in ceremony of new appointees where President Arce asked him to remain in his post.
"If it was a coup, the presidency would have purged the armed forces," said Col. Jorge Santiesteban, a Bolivian security expert. "The president rewarded the commander-in-chief who didn't do anything about a major insurrection committed by his subordinate."
It was also odd that the rebellion was led by Zuniga, a loyalist who owes his position and high rank to President Arce.
Photos of Arce and Zuniga shooting hoops together just days before June 26 splattered across social media. As rumors swirled about their close friendship, senior Cabinet member Maria Nela Prada went on Bolivian TV, unprompted, to say the two are not brothers-in-law.

    


Fueling the skepticism is a deep distrust in Bolivian authorities, in part stemming from unresolved tensions over former President Morales' 2019 ouster under military pressure that unleashed lethal crackdowns on protests by security forces.
"It was up to Arce to make reforms that would counter the impunity, but the president did the opposite," said Juan Ramon Quintana, minister of the presidency under Morales. "He has deeply damaged military procedures and aggravated an institutional crisis."
Following the June 26 events, former President Morales seized on the opportunity to discredit his rival, amplifying the claims against Arce. And in an ironic twist, Argentina's libertarian President Javier Milei found himself agreeing with socialist Morales, accusing Arce of fabricating the coup attempt, citing undisclosed intelligence.

    


At a press conference late Wednesday, Government Minister Eduardo del Castillo presented further details about what he described as Zuniga's veritable, albeit shambolic, attempt to overthrow the government. He also claimed Zuniga had sought to burnish his political credentials in recent weeks, touring the country and referring to himself as "planetary leader."
At least 30 people have now been arrested in connection with last week's plot, most of them in pre-trial detention or under house arrest. Accused officers have offered accounts that fueled even stranger conspiracy theories.
The former commander of the Bolivian Air Force, Gen. Marcelo Zegarra, told prosecutors that Zuniga enjoyed support from three diplomatic missions in La Paz -- the U.S, the European Union and, interestingly, Libya.
The north African country has no embassy in Bolivia. White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said Wednesday she had seen "false allegations" and wanted "to make sure it's clear that the United States had no involvement in this." The EU has not responded publicly.
Del Castillo said authorities hadn't found evidence of foreign involvement.
Worn out by the fog of contradictory accounts and confusion, some Bolivians are throwing up their hands and tuning it all out.
In La Paz Tuesday, crowds converged over a hulking 380-kilogram (838-pound) mass of sliced pork and pickled carrots stuffed into a gigantic bun -- Bolivia's bid to clinch the world record for the biggest "sandwich de chola" ever made.
"Our roasted pork with its crunchy skin," mused one attendee, Sofia Molina, as she took a steaming bite. "That represents us."
___
DeBre reported from Buenos Aires, Argentina
__
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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                                        GOMA, Congo (AP) -- A militia attack on a gold mine in northeastern Congo killed six Chinese miners and two Congolese soldiers, a civil society group said Thursday, the latest assault as violence worsens in the resource-rich region. 
The attack on Wednesday targeted the village of Gambala and the nearby "Camp Blanquette" gold mine in the Ituri province, according to Jean Robert Basiloko, a member of a local civil society group. A militia known as the Cooperative for the Development of the Congo, or CODECO, claimed responsibility for the attack.
Eastern Congo has been torn by decadelong fighting between government forces and more than 120 armed groups, often involving bombs targeting civilians as the militias seek a share of the region's gold and other resources. Violence in the region has worsened in recent months as security forces battle the militias. 

    


On Wednesday, the militiamen set homes ablaze and then attacked the mine, which is guarded by a competing armed group, the Zaire Militia, Basiloko told The Associated Press.
They attackers killed six Chinese miners and two Congolese troops, he added, and abducted two other miners, whose whereabouts remain unknown. 




CODECO and the Zaire Militia are involved in a complex conflict, mixing economic ambitions and power struggles. The Zaire Militia, a dissident faction of CODECO, fiercely opposes its former allies. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

CODECO is a loose association of militia groups mainly from the ethnic Lendu farming community. Attacks by CODECO killed nearly 1,800 people and wounded more than 500 in the four years through 2022, according to the African Center for the Study and Research on Terrorism. 
The United Nations has said some of the attacks could constitute war crimes and crimes against humanity.
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