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Biden Tells Allies He Knows He Has Only Days to Salvage Candidacy



The president's conversations are the first indication that he is seriously considering whether he can recover after a devastating debate performance. The White House said he had not spoken about leaving the race.




President Biden understands that he faces an uphill battle to convince voters, donors and the political class that his debate performance was an anomaly, allies said.




By Katie Rogers


Jul 03, 2024


President Biden has told key allies that he knows the coming days are crucial and understands that he may not be able to salvage his candidacy if he cannot convince voters that he is up to the job after a disastrous debate performance last week.



According to two allies who have spoken with him, Mr. Biden has emphasized that he is still deeply committed to the fight for re-election but understands that his viability as a candidate is on the line.



The president sought to project confidence on Wednesday in a call with his campaign staff, even as White House officials were trying to calm nerves among the ranks inside the Biden administration.



"No one's pushing me out," Mr. Biden said in the call. "I'm not leaving."



Vice President Kamala Harris was also on the line.



"We will not back down. We will follow our president's lead," she said. "We will fight, and we will win."



Still, Mr. Biden's allies said that the president had privately acknowledged that his next few appearances heading into the July 4 holiday weekend must go well, particularly an interview scheduled for Friday with George Stephanopoulos of ABC News and campaign stops in Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.



"He knows if he has two more events like that, we're in a different place" by the end of the weekend, said one of the allies, referring to Mr. Biden's halting and unfocused performance in the debate. That person, who talked to the president in the past 24 hours, spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive situation.



The accounts of his conversations with allies are the first indication to become public that the president is seriously considering whether he can recover after a devastating performance on the debate stage in Atlanta last Thursday.



A 
new poll from The New York Times and Siena College
 showed that former President Donald J. Trump now leads Mr. Biden 49 percent to 43 percent among likely voters nationally, a three-point swing toward the Republican from just a week earlier, before the debate. The six-point deficit underscored the growing challenges to the campaign and could make it harder to hang on, although some insiders had worried that it could have been worse.



Karine Jean-Pierre, the White House press secretary, said that the president told her directly that he had not talked to allies about dropping out of the race.



"That is absolutely false," she said during the briefing. While batting down speculation about Mr. Biden stepping down, Ms. Jean-Pierre also referred to Ms. Harris, 
who is seeing a surge of support among Democrats
, as "the future of the party."



One of Mr. Biden's allies, a top adviser to him, who also spoke on the condition of anonymity, said the president was "well aware of the political challenge he faces."



That person said Mr. Biden was aware that the outcome of his campaign could be different from what he is fighting for. Mr. Biden, that person said, believes he is an effective leader who is mentally sharp and "doesn't get how others don't accept that."



The Times 
reported
 on Tuesday that several current and former officials and others who encountered the president behind closed doors noticed that he increasingly appeared confused or listless, or would lose the thread of conversations, in the weeks and months before the debate.



Mr. Biden still adamantly views his debate showing as a bad performance, the person said, not a revelatory event about his capacity to do the job for four more years.



Key party donors have been privately calling House members, senators, super PACs, the Biden campaign and the White House to say that they think Mr. Biden should step down, according to Democrats familiar with the discussion. On Wednesday, Reed Hastings, the Netflix co-founder who in recent years has become one of the biggest donors to the Democratic Party, 
called on
 Mr. Biden to relinquish his place at the top of the ticket.



"Biden needs to step aside to allow a vigorous Democratic leader to beat Trump and keep us safe and prosperous," he said in an email to The Times.



An elected Democrat, speaking on the condition of anonymity given the political sensitivities, said the decision was still ultimately up to Mr. Biden. "The only thing that matters is his decision on whether or not he's going to let it go," that person said.



Inside the White House, senior officials tried to calm nerves in a staff-wide conference call. Jeff Zients, the White House chief of staff, told members of the president's staff that they should keep their heads down and "execute, execute, execute." Mr. Zients also told them to "hold their heads up" and be proud, a contradiction that he admitted had an element of humor to it.



Later in the day, Mr. Zients appeared on a separate call, a weekly check-in among Mr. Biden's cabinet officials, and echoed much of the talking points he shared with staff members, according to a person familiar with the call.



Mr. Biden had been slow to personally reach out to key Democrats to assuage their concerns, which had fueled anger in the party and frustrated some of his own advisers.



According to Ms. Jean-Pierre, the president has now "connected with" Representative Hakeem Jeffries of New York, the Democratic leader in the House; Senator Chuck Schumer of New York, the majority leader; Representative Nancy Pelosi of California, the former speaker; Representative James E. Clyburn of South Carolina; and Senator Chris Coons of Delaware.



The president had lunch with Ms. Harris at the White House, and later the pair met with Democratic governors. Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota told reporters at the White House that the group had an "honest" conversation with the president, and that the governors "have his back."



Mr. Walz, who also declared the president "fit for office," added, "A path to victory in November is the No. 1 priority, and that's the No. 1 priority of the president."



But although the governors presented a united front in support of Mr. Biden following the meeting, more than half a dozen governors expressed concerns during the session, according to one person briefed on what took place and another person.



Gov. Janet Mills of Maine bluntly told Mr. Biden that his age was fine but that people did not think he was up to running, according to one of the people briefed on what had happened.



Democratic leaders in the House and Senate were not urging their members to rally around Mr. Biden on Wednesday. Instead, they were listening to myriad complaints about the president's handling of the situation from across the party, including its centrist wing and its progressives. Key donors expressed exasperation that he did not join a campaign call on Monday meant to assuage them. And some Democrats have grown increasingly suspicious that the president's team has not been fully forthcoming about the impact that aging has had on him.



Representative Debbie Dingell, a Michigan Democrat, said during an interview on MSNBC that Mr. Biden still must do more to address the public rather than continue to huddle with advisers.



"He's got to show the American people that he can do this job," she said. "He can't be wrapped in bubble right now."



Several allies of Mr. Biden have underscored that he is still in the fight of his political life and that he largely sees this moment as a chance to come back from being counted out, as he has done many times throughout his half-century career. At the same time, they said, he is cleareyed about how uphill the battle will be to convince voters, donors and the political class that his debate performance was an anomaly and is not disqualifying.



Some of the president's advisers have grown increasingly pessimistic in the past day or so as unrest in the party has continued to grow, a reflection of unhappiness not just over the debate performance but the handling of it since then.



Much of Mr. Biden's family, including his son Hunter Biden and Jill Biden, the first lady, remain supportive of the president continuing his campaign.



"Because there's a lot of talk out there," 
Dr. Biden told a crowd
 celebrating the opening of a campaign office on the outskirts of Traverse City, Mich., "let me repeat what my husband has said plainly and clearly: Joe is the Democratic nominee, and he is going to beat Donald Trump just like he did in 2020."



Mr. Biden's team had sought to build a firewall by persuading elected Democrats and well-known party figures not to publicly call on him to drop out.



But Representative 
Lloyd Doggett of Texas
 became the first Democratic member of Congress to say on Tuesday that the president should step aside. Two others -- Representatives Jared Golden of Maine and Marie Gluesenkamp Perez of Washington -- said they believed he would lose in November.



In a statement on Wednesday evening, Representative Seth Moulton, Democrat of Massachusetts, cast doubt over Mr. Biden's chances of winning in November.



"I deeply respect President Biden and all the great things he has done for America, but I have grave concerns about his ability to defeat Donald Trump," he said. "Winning will require prosecuting the case in the media, in town halls and at campaign stops all over the country. President Biden needs to demonstrate that he can do that. The unfortunate reality is that the status quo will likely deliver us President Trump."



Others have indicated privately that they may follow suit and speak out.



Peter Baker
, 
Nicholas Nehamas
, 
Simon J. Levien
, 
Michael D. Shear
 
Mitch Smith
, 
Theodore Schleifer
,
Maggie Haberman
 and 
Luke Broadwater
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/03/us/politics/biden-withdraw-election-debate.html
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Trump Widens Lead After Biden's Debate Debacle, Times/Siena Poll Finds



Donald Trump is ahead of President Biden by six percentage points among likely voters in a new national survey. Overall, 74 percent of voters view Mr. Biden as too old for the job, an uptick since the debate.



By Shane Goldmacher


Jul 03, 2024


Donald J. Trump's lead in the 2024 presidential race has widened after President Biden's fumbling debate performance last week, as concerns that Mr. Biden is too old to govern effectively rose to new heights among Democrats and independent voters, 
a new poll from The New York Times and Siena College
 showed.



Mr. Trump now leads Mr. Biden 49 percent to 43 percent among likely voters nationally, a three-point swing toward the Republican from just a week earlier, before the debate. It is the 
largest lead
 Mr. Trump has recorded in a Times/Siena poll since 2015. Mr. Trump leads by even more among registered voters, 49 percent to 41 percent.



Doubts about Mr. Biden's age and acuity are widespread and growing. A majority of every demographic, geographic and ideological group in the poll -- including Black voters and those who said they will still be voting for him -- believe Mr. Biden, 81, is too old to be effective.



Overall, 74 percent of voters view him as too old for the job, up five percentage points since the debate. Concerns about Mr. Biden's age have spiked eight percentage points among Democrats in the week since the debate, to 59 percent. The share of independent voters who said they felt that way rose to 79 percent, nearly matching the Republican view of the president.



The poll offers early empirical evidence of what many Democrats have feared: That Mr. Biden's faltering debate performance has further imperiled his chances against Mr. Trump this fall. Some 
Democratic lawmakers
 
and donors
 are raising questions about Mr. Biden's fitness following his struggles to finish his thoughts or articulate a vision during the debate, and they are demanding that Mr. Biden prove for a skeptical public that he is capable of serving until he is 86.



There were a couple of faint glimmers of good news for Mr. Biden in the poll.



One was that he narrowed Mr. Trump's edge among independent voters, even if that gain was more than offset by his erosion among Democrats and Mr. Trump's improvement among Republicans. Another was that the share of Democratic voters who think Mr. Biden should no longer be the nominee ticked up, but by far less than the rising Democratic concern about his age. The first calls from Capitol Hill lawmakers for him to step aside 
came on Tuesday
.



Overall, more voters thought Mr. Biden should remain the Democratic nominee -- but only because more Republicans, perhaps emboldened after the debate, said they now want him as their opponent.



"If this was a boxing match, it would have been a T.K.O. in the first round -- please somebody stop this already," George Lee, a 44-year-old health care adviser in Brooklyn, said of watching Mr. Biden suffer rhetorical punch after punch at the debate. "He doesn't have his wits about him. That's clear from last week. They've been saying it for a long time, but the world saw it."



Mr. Lee, a Democrat, said he wished Mr. Biden would step aside but that he would still vote for him to stop Mr. Trump. He fretted, "There's no way he's going to win now."



The poll also showed the depth of concern for Mr. Biden's fitness. Half of voters go much further than thinking Mr. Biden is too old to be effective: A full 50 percent agree that his "age is such a problem that he is not capable of handling the job of president," including 55 percent of independent voters.



Voters have some concern about Mr. Trump's age, too, but far less than for Mr. Biden's.



After the debate, 42 percent of voters view Mr. Trump as too old for the job, an increase of three points from a week prior that was driven heavily by Democrats. Only 19 percent of voters said Mr. Trump was so old he was not capable of handling the job.



One of the more interesting findings in the poll was that men accounted for virtually all of Mr. Trump's post-debate gains.



Mr. Trump has made appeals to machismo a centerpiece of his 2024 campaign, making his first public appearance after his felony conviction related to paying hush money to a porn star a visit to 
a U.F.C. fight
, for instance.



In the pre-debate poll, Mr. Trump had led among likely male voters by 12 percentage points. After the debate, his lead among men ballooned to 23 points. That movement was particularly concentrated among younger men and men without college degrees.



Mr. Biden's five-point edge among likely women voters before the debate actually ticked up slightly, to eight points.



Those who said they had watched the CNN debate, which was held in Atlanta, said Mr. Trump outperformed Mr. Biden, 60 percent to 22 percent.



Only 16 percent of voters said Mr. Biden did well, and a meager 3 percent said he did very well. In an era of intense partisanship, even Democrats felt that Mr. Biden had flopped.



About one-third of Democrats said Mr. Biden did well compared to 89 percent of Republicans who said the same of Mr. Trump.




The Times/Siena poll offered early empirical evidence of what many Democrats have feared: President Biden's faltering debate performance has further imperiled his chances against Donald Trump this fall. 




The debate was watched live by more than 50 million Americans, and 59 percent of voters said they had tuned in. Only 10 percent said they had not heard about the debate, 15 percent said they had heard about it and another 16 percent said they had watched clips afterward.



It was that last cohort, the clip-watchers, whose view of Mr. Biden's age problem was the most acute, perhaps because some of Mr. Biden's most incoherent answers quickly went viral.



Around 80 percent of those who watched clips or heard about the debate but did not watch live thought Mr. Biden was too old. Voters who watched the debate live or did not watch at all were in the low 70 percentage range.



The 
Times/Siena survey before the debate
 
had appeared more favorable to Mr. Trump
 than the national average of polls at the time. One explanation had been that Republicans had been more responsive than Democrats when called for that survey, perhaps a sign of enthusiasm after Mr. Trump's conviction. A higher response rate for a particular group is not necessarily an indicator of an inaccurate result. But even so, in this new survey, response rates between the parties returned to their usual level of parity.



The Biden campaign, in an internal staff memo on Wednesday, braced aides for potential poor polling and the Times/Siena poll, in particular.



"Polls are a snapshot in time and we should all expect them to continue to fluctuate," wrote Julie Chavez Rodriguez, the campaign manager, and Jen O'Malley Dillon, the campaign chair. They said internal metrics showed the race within the margin of error. The campaign had previously released a post-debate poll showing Mr. Biden trailing Mr. Trump, but the campaign said the margin had not changed since before the debate.



In the Times/Siena poll, when voters were asked about possible third-party and independent candidates, Mr. Trump's lead expanded by two percentage points in the last week. Mr. Trump was ahead of Mr. Biden 42 percent to 37 percent after the debate when the survey included six potential candidates, including Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who earned 8 percent support. Mr. Trump had led 40 percent to 37 percent before the debate.



The 2024 race pits two nominees who are historically unpopular against each other, and the unfavorable ratings of both candidates rose slightly after the debate. Mr. Biden's rose to 61 percent, and Mr. Trump's to 55 percent.



The Biden campaign had hoped that the debate -- and seeing Mr. Trump onstage in a way he hasn't been seen since he occupied the White House -- would pull some of the Democratic voters who have been reluctant to support Mr. Biden in 2024 back into the fold.



The poll, which like all others is a snapshot in time, did not show any Democratic consolidation.



Mr. Biden's standing in the poll did improve among Black voters, but it eroded among Hispanic voters, although the sample size of both demographic groups was relatively small in the survey.




The 2024 race pits two nominees who are historically unpopular against each other, and the unfavorable ratings of both candidates rose slightly after the debate. Mr. Biden's rose to 61 percent and Mr. Trump's to 55 percent.




The poll also revealed a deep generational rift inside the Democratic Party.



When it comes to Mr. Biden's fitness for another term, 77 percent of Democrats under 45 think the president is too old to be effective, while only 49 percent of those older than 45 agree.



Similarly, 56 percent of Democrats under 45 approve of Mr. Biden's job, while 90 percent of Democrats older than that rated him positively.



The debate did succeed in another Biden goal: Getting voters to tune into the race. The share of voters paying a lot of attention to the campaign was jolted up 9 percentage points in the wake of the much-discussed debate.



More voters said in the poll that re-electing Mr. Biden in November would be a risky choice for the country than those who said it of Mr. Trump. In the survey, 63 percent of voters said Mr. Biden was a risky choice, compared to 56 percent who said Mr. Trump was risky.



Roughly one in four Democrats said Mr. Biden was a risky choice rather than a safe one; they were nearly twice as likely to think of Mr. Biden as risky as Republicans were to view Mr. Trump that way.



Voters had viewed the candidates as equally risky back 
in April
.



Mr. Biden faces other headwinds beyond his age.



The economy and inflation were the top issues for voters in the Times/Siena surveys both before and after the debate, and Mr. Trump is winning voters who prioritize those issues overwhelmingly.



Also, by a wide margin, voters look back more fondly on Mr. Trump's time in office than Mr. Biden's. Just 34 percent said Mr. Biden made the country better, while 47 percent said the same about Mr. Trump's tenure. And for almost every demographic group, more voters said Mr. Biden had made the country worse rather than better. Black voters were the biggest exception.



A majority of voters, 50 percent to 39 percent, said Mr. Trump would best handle whatever issue they felt was the most important one facing the country.



Ruth Igielnik
, 
Nicholas Nehamas
 and 
Camille Baker
 contributed reporting.



Here are the key things to know about this Times/Siena poll:



You can see full results and a detailed methodology 
here
. If you want to read more about how and why we conduct our polls, you can see answers to 
frequently asked questions and submit your own questions here
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/03/us/politics/poll-debate-biden-trump.html
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From Courtroom to Downing Street: Keir Starmer Is on the Cusp of Power



The Labour leader still struggles with the "performative side" of British politics, even as he has pulled his party to the center.




Keir Starmer, the leader of Britain's Labour Party, finds himself on the cusp of a potential landslide victory without the star power that marked previous British leaders on the doorstep of power.




By Stephen Castle and Mark Landler


Jul 02, 2024


Keir Starmer, the leader of 
Britain's Labour Party
, nodded sympathetically as a young mother recalled, in harrowing terms, how she had watched closed-circuit television footage of the fatal stabbing of her 21-year-old son, whose heart was pierced with a single blow.



"Thank you for that," a somber Mr. Starmer said to the woman and other relatives of victims of knife attacks, as they stood around a wooden table last week, discussing ways to combat violent crime. "It's really, really powerful."



It was not the most feel-good campaign event for 
a candidate
 the week before an election that his opposition party is widely expected to win. But it was entirely in character for Mr. Starmer, a 61-year-old former human rights lawyer who still behaves less like a politician than a prosecutor bringing a case.



Earnest, intense, practical and not brimming with charisma, Mr. Starmer finds himself on the cusp of a potential landslide victory without the star quality that marked previous British leaders on the doorstep of power, whether Margaret Thatcher, the 1980s free-market champion, or Tony Blair, the avatar of "Cool Britannia."



And yet Mr. Starmer has managed an arguably comparable political feat: Less than a decade after entering Parliament, and fewer than five years after his party suffered its worst election defeat since the 1930s, he has remade Labour with ruthless efficiency into an electable party, pulling it to the center on key policies while capitalizing on the failings of three Conservative prime ministers.




Mr. Starmer and the actor Idris Elba, second from left, during a meeting with families of knife crime victims in London.




"Don't forget what they have done," Mr. Starmer told a rally in London on Saturday, pacing the stage in a pressed white shirt with sleeves rolled up. "Don't forget party-gate, don't forget the Covid contract, don't forget the lies, don't forget the kickbacks."



In listing this parade of Conservative scandals and crises, he brought the crowd of 350 to its feet. But it was a rare moment of fire, which captures the conundrum of Mr. Starmer.



The polls that predict his party will win a lopsided majority in Parliament on Thursday also suggest that he is unloved by British voters. They struggle to warm to a man who seems less at ease in the political arena than in the courtroom where he excelled.



"He doesn't do the performative side of politics," said Tom Baldwin, a former Labour Party adviser who has published a biography of Mr. Starmer. While other politicians aspire to soaring rhetoric, Mr. Starmer talks earnestly about practical problem-solving and placing building blocks on each other.



"No one's going to watch that," Mr. Baldwin said. "It's boring. But at the end of it, you might find he's built a house."



Jill Rutter, a former senior civil servant who is a research fellow at the London research group U.K. in a Changing Europe, said: "He has been ferociously -- some would say tediously -- boring in his discipline. He's not going to set hearts racing, but he does look relatively prime-ministerial."



Raised in a working-class family in Surrey, outside London, Mr. Starmer did not have an easy childhood. His relationship with his father, a toolmaker, was distant. His mother, a nurse, suffered a debilitating illness that took her in and out of the hospital. Mr. Starmer became the first college graduate in his family, studying first at Leeds University, and then law at Oxford.




Mr. Starmer visited a refugee camp in Dunkirk, France, in 2016. The polls that predict his party's victory on Thursday also suggest that he is unloved by British voters. 




His was a left-wing household. Mr. Starmer was named after Keir Hardie, the Scottish trade unionist and Labour's first leader. He later recalled wishing as a teenager that he had been called Dave or Pete instead.



As a young lawyer, Mr. Starmer represented protesters accused of libel by the fast-food chain McDonald's, rose to become Britain's chief prosecutor and was awarded a knighthood. Even then, he used his legal brain to convince judges rather than courtroom theatrics to sway juries, a plain-vanilla reputation that followed him into politics.



Boris Johnson, the former prime minister, who debated him in Parliament, once labeled him "Captain Crasheroonie Snoozefest."



Mr. Starmer may lack his rival's glib one-liners, but he turned his forensic skills on the scandal-scarred Mr. Johnson, helping to expose untruths he told about Downing Street parties held during Covid lockdowns.



When Conservatives questioned whether Mr. Starmer, too, had violated lockdown rules by having a beer and an Indian takeout dinner with colleagues in April 2021, he vowed to step down if the police found he had been in the wrong. He was cleared -- an episode that allies said showcased his rigorous adherence to the rules and offered a stark contrast to the leaders of the Conservative Party.



But Mr. Starmer's political compromises have raised questions about his approach. He served the left-wing former Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn, taking charge of Brexit policy at a time when many of the party's moderates refused to join his team.



When Mr. Corbyn stepped down after losing in 2019, Mr. Starmer positioned himself as his successor, winning on a platform that included enough of Mr. Corbyn's policies to placate the party's then-powerful left-wing.




Mr. Starmer succeeded Jeremy Corbyn, Labour's former leader. 




Once elected, however, Mr. Starmer seized control of the party machinery and executed a remarkable pivot to the political center. He dropped Mr. Corbyn's proposal to nationalize Britain's energy industry, promised not to raise taxes on working families and committed to supporting Britain's military, hoping to banish an anti-patriotic label that clung to Labour during the Corbyn era.



Mr. Starmer also rooted out the antisemitism that had contaminated the party's ranks under Mr. Corbyn. Though he has not drawn a link between that and his personal life, his wife, Victoria Starmer, comes from a Jewish family in London.



Ms. Starmer, who works as an occupational health specialist for the National Health Service, is an occasional presence on the campaign trail. The couple have two teenage children, whose privacy they guard fiercely. In keeping with his wife's heritage, the family sometimes observes Jewish traditions at home.



In exiling Mr. Corbyn, Mr. Starmer displayed a ruthless side. He even blocked Mr. Corbyn from running for his seat as a Labour candidate, although he is campaigning as an independent. Mr. Starmer's aides have tightly controlled the list of those allowed to run for Parliament, weeding out other candidates seen as too left wing.



Allies of Mr. Starmer say he is aware of his limits and works hard to address his weaknesses. While he is not a natural orator, his speeches have improved since his early days in Parliament, when one critic likened his performance to "watching the audience at a literary festival listen to a reading of T.S. Eliot."




Victoria Starmer, Mr. Starmer's wife, who works as an occupational health specialist for the National Health Service, is an occasional presence on the campaign trail. 




And, yet, the reputation for dullness lingers.



"How does Keir Starmer energize a room?" Gillian Keegan, the education secretary, asked recently before delivering her punchline: "He leaves it."



The criticism rankles. "He doesn't like the boring tag," Mr. Baldwin said. "No one likes being called boring; he really doesn't like it."



Mr. Starmer's friends describe a man with a sense of humor, a healthy home life and genuine passions outside politics. Despite knee surgery, he still plays soccer regularly and competitively (often reserving the playing field and selecting the team). He is an ardent fan of Arsenal, the soccer club that plays not far from his North London home.



In some ways, Mr. Starmer has been helped by his relatively recent arrival in Parliament. He was not caught up in the internecine feuds of previous Labour governments or tainted by allegiances to former leaders like Gordon Brown and Mr. Blair. Now, though, 
Mr. Blair and Mr. Starmer have a blossoming relationship
.



There are disadvantages, too. There are relatively few Starmer loyalists who are willing to fight in a foxhole with him. The same lack of passion extends to many voters. They may find Labour less objectionable than it was under Mr. Corbyn, but that does not mean they are casting their votes with excitement.



"Keir Starmer's objective was to stop giving people reasons to vote against Labour, and he has been very successful at it," said Steven Fielding, an emeritus professor of political history at the University of Nottingham in England. "He has been less good at giving people reasons to vote for Labour."




Mr. Starmer being knighted by Charles, then the prince of Wales, at Buckingham Palace.




The same sense of incompleteness hangs over even those who admire Mr. Starmer. Despite the many hours Mr. Baldwin spent with him researching his biography, he said there was "something slightly unreachable" about the Labour leader. "He's a very tightly bound person who doesn't trust easily," Mr. Baldwin said. "He's not emotionally diarrhetic."



While Mr. Starmer has begun talking more about his personal story, his frequent references to being "the son of a toolmaker" growing up in a "pebble-dash semi" -- his modest semidetached family home -- can come off as perfunctory, even robotic.



"He doesn't see why he needs to put him and all his inner workings on public display," said Mr. Baldwin, who said he sometimes struggled to get more than monosyllabic answers from Mr. Starmer on personal questions. Once, he recalled asking him to elaborate on his feelings about an incident that had anguished him.



The response was concise, direct and of little help. "I was," Mr. Starmer said, according to his biographer, "very upset."
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Vinod Kumar was away from home on Tuesday, as he usually is for days at a time in search of masonry work, when he got the dreadful call.



All the women in his family, three generations of them, were dead, crushed in a stampede.



For the rest of the day, Mr. Kumar and his three sons went from hospital to hospital searching for their loved ones among the bodies of the 121 people who had died when a large gathering of a spiritual guru 
broke into deadly panic
.



Close to midnight, they found the bodies of his wife, Raj Kumari, 42, and daughter, Bhumi, 9, at the government hospital in Hathras, laid out on large slabs of ice among the dozens others in the corridor.



"Why did you leave me just like that? Who will scold the children now and push them to go to school?" Mr. Kumar wailed at the feet of his wife.



But he couldn't afford to be entirely lost in grief yet. The body of his mother was yet to be found. He bent over to pick up his daughter for one last embrace. Bhumi wore a yellow top, and her hair was tied in a ponytail with a pink band.



"Let her sleep," Nitin, Mr. Kumar's oldest son, told him, pulling the girl away from his father to lay her back on the slab so they could continue the search.




Relatives grieving the deaths of Mr. Kumar's mother, wife and daughter in the village of Sokhana, India.





Mr. Kumar's nephew Rajesh, 18, traveling in an ambulance carrying the dead body of his grandmother, Jaimanti Devi, to his village.




"I don't know when I will find my mother's body," he said, moving on with the search. "I want to do their last rites together."



Mr. Kumar's mother, Jaimanti, was the family's matriarch. And she was its main devotee to the guru, keeping his posters at home and frequenting his sermons.



Suraj Pal, a former policeman who refashioned himself as a spiritual guru known as Narayan Sakar Hari or Bhole Baba, catered to women like her, families like hers: on the margins of India's deep economic inequality, and at the bottom its rigid caste hierarchy.



Women from the Dalit caste, who make up a large part of the Baba's congregation, have long faced discrimination as "untouchables" and have historically been denied access to temples.



When Mr. Kumar's mother, Jaimanti Devi, heard that the guru was holding a large gathering so close, there was no way she would miss it. She persuaded her reluctant daughter-in-law to come along.



As for Bhumi?



"You know how children are," Mr. Kumar said. "Our daughter had said she won't stay back without her mother."



As dawn broke on Wednesday, Mr. Kumar had shifted the bodies of his wife and daughter home. Zipped in dark body bags, they were placed on slabs of ice in the narrow alley outside their brick house. His mother's body was found in a morgue in the city of Agra, about two hours away. When the ambulance finally brought her home, neighbors and relatives helped lower the body and place it next to the other two.



Mr. Kumar, held by his sons, broke down completely.




Relatives preparing to cremate Mr. Kumar's wife, Raj Kumari, 42, and his mother, Jaimanti Devi, 70, in Sokhana, where they had lived for at least two generations.





Grieving women from the family's neighborhood gathered outside Mr. Kumar's home Wednesday morning.




The Kumar family has lived here for at least two generations. Mr. Kumar's father, who died several years ago, was a mason just like him. That they have been barely an afterthought in India's development plans, left to fend for themselves, was clear.



Around them, the village overflowed with sewage water from the narrow drains. A larger drain, carrying the sewage of a neighboring town, brimmed, large piles of trash rotting by its banks. Dengue and typhoid fever are all-too-common ailments here.



But Mr. Kumar was trying to give his children a better future. With the $200 a month he made as a day-laborer and mason, he ensured they attended school. Bhumi was particularly fond of her studies, he said. She wanted to become a police officer.



"We have always been poor. That is our life's story," he said. "Now it's over with the death of my dear daughter, wife and mother -- in one single blow."



First, it was his daughter's turn for the final rites. In the local tradition, children are buried while adults are cremated.



A stretcher made of bamboo was laid out for Bhumi. The body is supposed to be wrapped in new clothes before the final rites. For her, Mr. Kumar had bought an unstitched piece of blue, floral cloth to cover her torso, and a dark blue cloth for her legs.



Men lifted the bamboo frame from all four sides and walked a couple of miles to a spot in the cotton fields, next to a small pond along the highway. Some of the men had already dug a grave. Mr. Kumar slowly lowered Bhumi's body into the trench and let out a long wail.




Mr. Kumar, right, accompanies his distraught paternal aunt away from the burning funeral pyres of his wife and mother to console her.





Relatives carrying the body Mr. Kumar's daughter, Bhumi, for burial. Because she was a child, she was buried, not cremated.




Villagers helped to cover her body, scooping mud onto the grave.



Just in that moment, on the highway meters away, the motorcade for the state's chief minister, Yogi Adityanath, raced past, taking him to the site of the stampede. Villagers were stopped from crossing the road while it did.



Mr. Kumar moved on to the bodies of his mother and wife, shifting them on bamboo to the pyres at the other end of the village. They were wrapped in bright colored saris, pink, red and green.



Thick pieces of cow dung were used to set the fire and then it was topped with thick logs of wood. The sky was overcast. Politicians trickled in, one with personal bodyguards who wielded rifles and wore all-black attire. The official stood and watched the bodies go up in flames, and then moved on to the next destination.



Among the villagers huddled around the pyre, some cursed the administration for laxity; others cursed the guru who had gone underground since the stampede, seemingly caring little for the well-being of the devotees or the families they left behind.



One of Mr. Kumar's sons sobbed in a corner. He pulled the boy close and they both broke down in an embrace as thick clouds of smoke rose from the pyres.



They were left with just each other now, a family of devastated men.



"Don't cry my son," Mr. Kumar consoled, as they walked back into the village.




Relatives putting Bhumi's body into the ground.




Mujib Mashal
 contributed reporting from New Delhi.
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Should Biden Quit? Democrats Weigh Potential Rewards and Steep Risks



Picking a new nominee could give Democrats a jolt of energy. But it could bring division and a crash-course campaign with no room for error.




If President Biden drops his bid for re-election, it could be the kind of reset many voters say they want or a chaotic mess. Democrats have been making their lists of pros and cons. 




By Adam Nagourney and Jim Rutenberg


Jul 03, 2024


With President Biden under pressure to drop his bid for a second term, his party has been thrust into uncharted territory, struggling with a long list of risks and rewards as it faces the prospect of replacing Mr. Biden less than two months before the party convention.



No presumptive nominee has withdrawn this late in the process. But no party has faced the challenge the Democrats face today: a nominee dogged by doubts about his mental acuity; his ability to beat his rival, former President Donald J. Trump; and his fitness to serve another four years as president.



All of this has left Democrats struggling with critical questions: Is it easier to defeat Mr. Trump with or without Mr. Biden at the top of the ticket? Is it riskier to go with a new candidate or stick with a president who appears headed for defeat?



On Wednesday, a New York Times/Siena College poll found that Mr. Trump's lead over Mr. Biden among likely voters had grown to six percentage points after the president's halting debate performance last week.



The White House said the president was not dropping out, and he was set to meet with Democratic governors on Wednesday. But he confided to an ally that he realized the next few days were crucial to saving his candidacy. To that end, Mr. Biden began preparing for his first sit-down interview since the debate, with George Stephanopoulos of ABC News, on Friday morning.



Several Democrats said that no matter the risks, a new nominee could bring a host of benefits to the party, particularly if Mr. Biden anointed a successor in an effort to assure a smooth transition and minimize intraparty battling.



A new-generation candidate could bring a jolt of energy to the ticket. It would give so-called double haters, voters unhappy with the rematch between an 81-year-old president and a 78-year-old former president, a possible new place to go this November. A new candidate would almost certainly benefit from a surge of campaign contributions, at least initially.



"If you are driving your car straight off a cliff, there are definitely risks to swerving right or left instead," said Howard Wolfson, a Democratic consultant, who said he was doubtful that Mr. Biden could recover from the debate and go on to defeat Mr. Trump.



But other Democrats, including some advising Mr. Biden, said that changing horses now could lead to divisive and destructive feuding in the party. It could saddle the party with an untested candidate and a logistical nightmare that would only increase the prospects of a Trump victory this fall.



"A lot of things have to fall into place where it would take an act of God for it to go well," said Stephanie Cutter, a Democratic consultant who also advises the Biden campaign but was not speaking on its behalf.




Demonstrators outside the White House on Wednesday.




The Crash-Course Campaign



A late-stage Biden replacement would be less known and less experienced on the national stage than either Mr. Biden or Mr. Trump -- obstacles that a newly selected nominee would have to quickly navigate.



Without a traditional primary, the candidates would be deprived of on-the-ground lessons in being a presidential candidate: drilled with questions from voters, learning the details of unfamiliar regional issues and of making alliances with key players of each state. And they would not be subject to a thorough vetting and examination -- by the voters, their opponents and the media -- of their records and political strengths and weaknesses.



Political leaders have seen the risks of turning to unknown candidates in last-minute vice-presidential selections: Sarah Palin of Alaska, who was John McCain's running-mate in 2008, and Dan Quayle of Indiana, who was George H.W. Bush's running mate in 1988, both struggled and stumbled their way through their election seasons.



"Picking someone new is not without substantial risk -- which is why so many Democrats are so reluctant to consider replacing Joe Biden on the ticket," said Steve McMahon, a Democratic strategist who worked on the presidential campaign of former Governor Howard Dean of Vermont in 2004.



Republicans would not make it easy. In normal circumstances, a campaign has months to do opposition research on its own candidate to make sure it is prepared for any attack.



But the Trump campaign has already had ample time to assemble opposition research files of potentially damaging information on Mr. Biden's potential successors, which it could use to define them before they have a chance to do so themselves.



("Is Invasion Czar Kamala Harris the Best They Got?" the Trump campaign asked in an email sent Wednesday morning, a bullet-point assembly of attacks, including on her role in Mr. Biden's immigration policy.)



That said, the sheer excitement of a new face -- in a year when so many voters have been complaining about the rerun of 2020 -- could provide a real lift going into the fall campaign. And while a new candidate may be subject to damaging opposition research findings by Mr. Trump, there is less time for that information to be aired and to sink in.




Pressure for Mr. Biden to suspend his campaign has continued to build since the presidential debate late last month.




A Fraught Process



There is no real playbook on how to replace a candidate who drops out weeks before the convention. For some Democrats, the potential disarray and division are reason enough for Mr. Biden to stay in the race.



One way to minimize the disruption could be for Mr. Biden to endorse Vice President Kamala Harris on his way out, some Democrats argue.



"The advantage that Kamala Harris holds in this hypothetical is that she has already been vetted -- thoroughly," said Elaine Kamarck, a member of the Democratic National Committee and a fellow at the Brookings Institution. "We probably know everything there is to know about her. Which can't be said for others. And she has been in the White House for four years. She has plenty of name recognition."



If Mr. Biden didn't name his preferred successor, should he leave the race, the process would become a fight for delegates' loyalties, one that would be likely to expose ideological and generational struggles that have been brewing for years. Fights over the war in Gaza, immigration or policing, already expected to play out at the convention, could now become far more important, helping to determine the new nominee.



One thing Democrats should never take for granted is that "Democrats can agree on something," said Ms. Cutter.



But that is far from a unanimous view. Ms. Kamarck said that the animosity Democrats feel toward Mr. Trump would bring them together.



"The antipathy toward Donald Trump's second term from four years ago hasn't changed," she said.



And some Democrats said there were ways to minimize lasting damage. Jeff Weaver, a strategist for Senator Bernie Sanders' two presidential campaigns, said the party should settle on a fast-track selection process, including party-sanctioned debates.



"If it were to happen, it would consume all the political oxygen in the room until the Democratic convention," he said. "And by the time of the convention, people would have a very good sense of who these candidates are."



A new nominee could face other complicating factors. An Ohio election law requires parties to have their candidates set by Aug. 7, nearly two weeks before the Democratic National Convention in Chicago. The party had been 
planning to formalize
 Mr. Biden's nomination before then, through a virtual online roll call vote. Barring a change to the law, which may 
still happen
, the party will be hard pressed to settle on its new ticket by that August deadline -- or give up being on the ballot in Ohio.



In other states, Republicans are 
already considering
 using lawsuits to block Democrats from changing the name of the nominee on ballots.



Richard Winger, an expert on ballot rules who is the publisher of 
Ballot Access News
, said he did not think such litigation could legitimately interfere with the ballots in the states.




Campaign finance experts agree that Vice President Kamala Harris would be able to take over Mr. Biden's campaign accounts if she became the nominee.




A Scramble for Cash



A new Democratic nominee would be likely to inherit the Biden campaign infrastructure, the party infrastructure and organizations already set up in swing states, party strategists said.



But that will get that person only so far without ample cash flow. A new candidate would need to raise hundreds of millions of dollars to mount a serious campaign and introduce themselves to America in an abbreviated campaign.



"Do they have $1 billion to do it, and do they have the time to spend $1 billion to tell this story?" said Cornell Belcher, a Democratic pollster who argues that switching candidates would be a bad idea for the party.



The answer in part depends on whether this candidate is Ms. Harris.



Saurav Ghosh, the director of campaign finance reform at the Campaign Legal Center, said that as vice president Ms. Harris would be able to take over Mr. Biden's campaign accounts if she became the nominee, where others would not.



If the new nominee is not Ms. Harris, Mr. Biden's war chest could revert to the Democratic National Committee, which could spend only $32 million of that in coordination with the campaign.



Several top Democratic strategists said they were not concerned about that challenge. The new candidate's coffers would probably be flooded with online donations from rank-and-file supporters. Better still, donors who had given the maximum amount to Mr. Biden -- and could therefore not give more to Ms. Harris -- would have a clean slate to give maximum donations all over again to a different nominee, a potentially huge windfall.



Also, the Democrats' array of well-financed super PACs -- which can raise and spend unlimited sums, but may not legally coordinate with campaigns as they do so -- would almost certainly shift quickly to back a new nominee.



Still, the supporters of Mr. Biden who oppose the idea of a change said it would not be as easy to fire up a new campaign as those pushing for one may think.



"You can't snap your finger and assume it materializes," said Gov. Phil Murphy of New Jersey, who insisted Mr. Biden would be the nominee in the fall.



Michael S. Schmidt
 contributed reporting. 
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And the Winner Is ... the Slowest!



Cargo ships off California are reducing speeds as part of an unusual race designed to protect some very large local residents.




A humpback whale in the Santa Barbara Channel, off the coast of California, last year.




By Cara Buckley


Jul 02, 2024


Every year, in the waters off the California coast, hundreds of tankers, car carriers and container vessels from dozens of shipping companies take part in an unusual race.



To win, ships have to go slow.



Awards are given to companies whose fleets voluntarily reduce speeds in marine areas where endangered whales migrate through and feed in. The prize, known as Protecting Blue Whales and Blue Skies, comes with a sculptural whale-tail trophy and bragging rights.



"It's good for the environment, and we make sure the public knows about it," said Sean Hastings, a resource protection coordinator at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and a founder of the award program, which was created by a coalition of national marine sanctuaries, air quality districts and other nonprofit groups. "That's the motivation right there."



The real winner may be ocean life.



Program administrators say that the 2023 season, had the most participants ever -- 33 companies. Eighty one percent of the total distance their ships traveled through the reduction zones was at the recommended speed of 10 knots or less, and that reduced the risk of fatal ship strikes to whales during the year by 58 percent. Slower ships also generate less ocean noise and fewer greenhouse gases and other air pollution.



"It's like drivers slowing down in a school zone in the presence of schoolchildren," Mr. Hastings said. "Every animal counts."



About 90 percent of all consumer goods are shipped by sea, and the volume of maritime cargo has exploded in recent years, causing vessels to increase in size and numbers. The resulting traffic, pollution and underwater din have proven disastrous for marine life. Along the West Coast, an estimated 80 endangered blue, fin and humpback whales are killed by ship strikes annually, as warming waters caused by climate change shift their food sources closer to shore, where they can collide with ships.



As part of an effort to protect the critically endangered North Atlantic right whale, there are speed limits along the East Coast, and in recent years NOAA has hit violators with stiff fines. But reducing ship speeds off the California coast remains voluntary, partly because its endangered whale populations number in the thousands, whereas researchers estimate that there are fewer than 360 North Atlantic right whales left.



Protecting Blue Whales and Blue Skies started as a trial in 2014 to encourage shipping companies using the Santa Barbara Channel to slow down. Seven shipping companies signed on, slowing their vessels from between 14 knots and 18 knots to 12 knots, or roughly 14 miles an hour. The companies were offered $2,500 for each slowed trip.



More companies joined, and the monetary incentives increased. As the program's popularity grew, the speed reduction zones were expanded to cover a larger stretch of the Southern California coast as well as waters along San Francisco and Monterey Bay, and the target maximum speed was reduced to 10 knots.



Tiered awards were also rolled out, a purposeful tactic. "We are not a shaming program," Mr. Hastings said.



The top-level Sapphire prize goes to companies whose ships slow down for at least 85 percent of the total distance traveled through slow zones. Gold awards require a minimum compliance rate of 60 percent, and come with a plaque. Third place is the Blue Sky level, for companies whose ships go slow at least 35 percent of the time.



Only the Sapphire winners get whale-tail trophies, and in 2023 the cash incentives were scrapped, which one shipping manager said was just fine.



"We prefer more recognition, and I think people like the ceremonies," said Jack Duesler, West Coast regional operations manager for NYK Line, a major shipping company based in Japan. NYK has reached Sapphire status for three of the past four seasons, to the delight of Mr. Duesler's bosses, who he said really like winning the whale tails.



"You go to corporate, and all of a sudden people thousands of miles away are saying 'I should get one of those,'" Mr. Duesler said.



Last season, 13 of the 33 participating shipping companies won Sapphire prizes, among them Yang Ming Marine Transport Corporation, based in Taiwan. Its chairman, Cheng Cheng-mount, said in an interview that the company took pride in landing a top spot.



"Every year we check the ranking -- it's important to us," Mr. Cheng said. "Not many companies could have won this award."



Mr. Hastings said that while the shipping companies in the program include many of the biggest shippers, roughly another 100 companies could join the program.



The ships' travel data is supplied by the Benioff Ocean Science Laboratory, which also runs a tracking program called 
Whale Safe
. This spring, it unveiled a real-time tool showing which shipping companies operating in North American waters are abiding by speed limits. It 
also grades
 companies from A+ down to F.



Rachel Rhodes, a project scientist at the laboratory, said that the detailed reports had compelled several poorly graded companies to improve their scores.



"People are starting to prioritize this," she said. "No one wants to hit a whale."
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13,000 Are Ordered to Evacuate as Wildfire Spreads in Northern California



A wildfire that began in Butte County, Calif., on Tuesday morning has burned more than 3,000 acres and threatened residents of the city of Oroville.




A home was engulfed by flames as the Thompson fire tore through Oroville, Calif., on Tuesday. A heat wave was sending temperatures soaring, resulting in red flag fire warnings throughout the state.




By Amanda Holpuch


Jul 03, 2024


The authorities in Northern California ordered about 13,000 people in Butte County to evacuate on Tuesday night as a wildfire spread, burning more than 3,000 acres as of Wednesday morning.



California's firefighting agency, Cal Fire, said that the fire began on Tuesday morning and that its cause was under investigation. It was not clear how many structures had been damaged by the blaze, called 
the Thompson fire
, but photos showed several homes and vehicles engulfed in flames. No fatalities had been reported as of Wednesday morning.



Sheriff Kory Honea of Butte County said at 
a news conference
 on Tuesday night that about 13,000 people had been ordered to evacuate. Many of the evacuation orders affected the city of Oroville, Calif., which is about 68 miles north of Sacramento and has a population of about 20,000 people.



The fire risk in Northern California has been made worse this week by low humidity and gusty winds, which can cause fires to rapidly spread. 
Red flag fire warnings
, meaning that the risk for wildfires is heightened by weather conditions, were in place in more than a dozen counties on Tuesday and Wednesday.



There is also 
a dangerous heat wave
 in Northern California, with temperatures on Wednesday expected to reach 110 and higher in cities including Sacramento, Chico and Redding. The National Weather Service 
issued an excessive heat warning
 that affects most of Northern California, including Oroville.



Butte County was the site of the deadliest and most destructive wildfire in the state's history. 
The Camp fire
 in 2018 killed at least 85 people and destroyed more than 90 percent of the homes in Paradise, a small town about 20 miles north of Oroville.



Last week
, residents of the nearby town of Palermo were ordered to evacuate because of the Apache fire, which burned 691 acres and 
has been contained
.
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Hurricane Beryl Deals Blow to Jamaica After Battering Eastern Caribbean



The island confirmed its first death as a surge of water, damaging winds and flooding pummeled the southern coast on Wednesday. The Cayman Islands are bracing to be next.




Petite Martinique, Grenada, in the aftermath of Hurricane Beryl. 




By Emiliano Rodriguez Mega and Maria Abi-Habib


Jul 04, 2024


Jamaica was hammered by a surge of water, damaging winds and flooding rainfall on Wednesday as Hurricane Beryl delivered a glancing blow when it passed just south of the coast, claiming at least one life on the island. The effects of the storm, a Category 4, struck Jamaica just days after it swept through the eastern Caribbean, killing at least seven other people.



Virtually every building on the islands of Carriacou and Petite Martinique in Grenada lay in ruins after the storm made landfall there earlier this week, leaving hospitals and marinas destroyed, rooftops torn away and tree trunks snapped like matchsticks across the drenched earth.



"We have to rebuild from the ground up," said Dickon Mitchell, prime minister of Grenada.



Ahead of the hurricane, Jamaica closed its airports and issued an evacuation order for low-lying and flood-prone areas. The storm was the strongest to approach the island in over a decade. The last time a major hurricane passed within 70 miles of Jamaica was in 2007, and it has been even longer since one made landfall.




Workers boarding up an office building on Wednesday in Kingston, Jamaica.




The first confirmed death in Jamaica because of the storm came when a woman was killed as a tree fell on her house in the western parish of Hanover, the head of the country's disaster agency, Richard Thompson, said.



A rescue team was also searching for a 20-year-old man who had been swept away in a gully in Kingston after trying to retrieve a ball that he and friends had been playing with, according to a senior police officer, Michael Phipps.



In Grenada, officials said about 98 percent of the buildings on Carriacou and Petite Martinique, where 9,000 to 10,000 people live in total, had been damaged or destroyed, including Carriacou's main health facility, the Princess Royal Hospital. Crops were ravaged, and fallen trees and utility poles littered the streets.



The natural environment also took a beating.



"There is literally no vegetation left anywhere on the island of Carriacou," Mr. Mitchell said after visiting the islands. "The mangroves are totally destroyed."



The death toll may rise as recovery and aid efforts continue. Officials have reported three deaths from the storm in Grenada, two of them in Carriacou. Another was reported in the Caribbean country of St. Vincent and the Grenadines. The Venezuelan president, Nicolas Maduro, said on Tuesday that three deaths had been reported in that country's north.




Cumanacoa, Venezuela, was also hit as the storm passed off the coast.




In Jamaica, emergency teams were beginning to clear the roads blocked by fallen trees, debris and utility poles in several flood-ravaged communities as Hurricane Beryl moved away from the island. Some 80 roads were affected, officials said. Many houses and businesses had lost their roofs. Recovery efforts were being affected by still-torrential rainfall and gusty winds.



Electricity was restored to some areas, and Jamaicans were trying to calculate their losses. The south central parish of St. Elizabeth, called the "breadbasket" of Jamaica for its role in supplying key crops, had been badly hit by the storm.



"We have had some major damage," said Lenworth Fulton, who heads the largest farming group in Jamaica. "Crops such as yam, coconut, coffee, carrots have been badly affected."



Earlier on Wednesday, Prime Minister Andrew Holness of Jamaica said nearly 500 people had taken refuge in shelters across the island.



And the hurricane had ripped away a section of the roof of Jamaica's main airport, the Norman Manley International Airport in Kingston, which closed on Tuesday night.



Jamaica's transport minister, Daryl Vaz, said a plan was being prepared to figure out how the airport would operate while the jet bridge roof for boarding and arrivals was being repaired. The storm was expected to approach the Cayman Islands overnight Wednesday into Thursday morning, with hurricane conditions and two to four feet of storm surge.



In the Caymans, most businesses had started closing their doors as residents lined up for last-minute purchases, enduring painfully slow commutes through dense traffic.



All hotels on the island had also activated their emergency plans, and flights had already evacuated more than 1,000 people.



Premier Juliana O'Connor-Connolly of the Caymans said the shelter-in-place order would begin on Wednesday evening.



"Let us remain calm, stay prepared, look after one another as we face this challenge together," she said in a news briefing. "We can minimize the impact of Hurricane Beryl and protect our community if we do it together."



But the government's actions did not put Puspa Rumba-Marcum, 40, at ease.



"Despite what the leaders say, I'm really scared," said Ms. Rumba-Marcum, a hairstylist originally from Nepal. "I'm not sure if Cayman is well prepared for this."




A view of Carriacou, Grenada, last year and after the passage of Hurricane Beryl, below.




Forecasters were watching closely to see whether the hurricane was changing intensity as it barreled toward the Yucatan Peninsula. There was concern that the storm might restrengthen if it passes over the Gulf of Mexico this weekend. It's expected to make another landfall somewhere along the western Gulf of Mexico on Sunday or Monday, but how strong and the exact path it takes is still uncertain.



The Mexican government has issued a hurricane warning for the Yucatan Peninsula, stretching from Puerto Costa Maya to Cancun along the east coast.



Already, the storm has set records as the first Category 4 hurricane -- and then the first Category 5 storm -- to form in the Atlantic Ocean so early in the season. A 
recent study found
 that with ocean temperatures rising, hurricanes in the Atlantic have become likelier to grow into a major storm within just 24 hours.




Strong waves hit a sea wall during the passage of Hurricane Beryl, in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, on Tuesday.




Mr. Mitchell, Grenada's prime minister, said that the powerful storm was a direct result of global warming, and that Grenada and countries like it were on the front line of the climate crisis.



"We are no longer prepared to accept that it's OK for us to constantly suffer significant, clearly demonstrated loss and damage arising from climatic events and be expected to rebuild year after year while the countries that are responsible for creating this situation -- and exacerbating this situation -- sit idly by," he said.



Jovan Johnson
 contributed reporting from Kingston, Jamaica; 
Daphne Ewing-Chow
 from George Town, Cayman Islands; and Linda Straker from Gouyave, Grenada.
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Kings Battle for a Millennium-Old Throne in Nigeria



Two men claim to be the emir of Kano, an ancient kingdom in northern Nigeria. Their struggle for power and influence is feeding into a wider competition ahead of the country's next election.




Emir Muhammad Sanusi II receiving his subjects in June. Emir Sanusi is one of two men vying for the throne in the emirate of Kano.




By Ruth Maclean and Ismail Auwal


Jul 03, 2024


One king has been barricaded in the palace, protected from potential usurpers by hundreds of subjects armed with sticks and machetes.



Another king, evicted from the same palace in May, is living in an annex down the road, dispatching lawyers to courthouses in an attempt to regain the throne.



The battle unfolding for the emirate of Kano -- one of West Africa's oldest and most revered kingdoms -- is not just a struggle for an ancient throne, but also part of a wider contest for control over the most populous state in Africa's most populous country.



The emirs of Kano once had absolute power, ruling over their subjects from the intricately decorated palace in the city of Kano, an ancient commercial hub just south of the Sahara.



Today, though rulers still sit on sumptuous thrones, wear silken gowns and have courtiers to fan them wherever they go, their kingdom is part of Nigeria, Africa's biggest democracy, and they operate alongside its elected officials.



Like British monarchs, they have great influence over their subjects, but few official powers.




Supporters armed with homemade weapons provide security to Emir Sanusi.




The clash between the two emirs has become a flashpoint ahead of the Nigerian presidential election in 2027.



Different branches of Nigeria's elected government have chosen sides, analysts say: The local state government supports Emir Sanusi, a reformist and the current king, while the federal government supports Emir Aminu, a more traditional ruler who is fighting to retake the crown.



Never before have there been two claimants to the throne in Kano, a thrumming city that is home to 4.5 million people. Observers warn that the situation is so tense that riots could break out. "We did not think anyone would attack the emirate like this," said Ruqayyah Salihi Bayero, a palace historian.



A Game of Thrones



The kingdom of Kano dates back to the year 999. It was first ruled by Hausa kings and then, after it was conquered in 1805, by Fulani emirs. The throne is not hereditary; kings are chosen by kingmakers and by the governor of Kano.



Emir Sanusi -- whose name was Sanusi Lamido Sanusi before ascending to the throne -- became emir in 2014. He was less traditional than former emirs, who spent their days settling local disputes.




Emir Sanusi leads a procession after being reinstated as emir in May. 




A former banker and central bank governor of Nigeria, occasionally spotted in 
Louboutin shoes
, he was highly educated and popular in elite international business circles. He believed that 
girls should be educated
, women's rights should be respected and poor men should not marry multiple wives, ideas that didn't land well with his conservative subjects, who called him a Western stooge.



Northern Nigeria's aristocrats wear towering turbans, tied over the mouth to signify dignified silence. Emir Sanusi wore the turbans, but he was outspoken. He criticized politicians and 
called out corruption
.



Soon after he became emir, he made an enemy of Kano state's most powerful man, 
Abdullahi Ganduje
, the governor at the time. Mr. Ganduje became known as "Gandollar" after he was filmed 
stuffing wads of dollars -- an alleged bribe
 -- into his capacious robes.



When Emir Sanusi criticized Mr. Ganduje's behavior, the governor moved to retaliate. Emir Sanusi might have more than 1,000 years of history behind him, but the emirate was now part of Nigeria, and Mr. Ganduje was Kano's highest elected official.



Accusing Emir Sanusi of "total insubordination," Mr. Ganduje used his authority to kick the emir off the throne. Mr. Ganduje gave the crown to Aminu Ado Bayero, Emir Sanusi's relative and trusted adviser.




Emir Aminu Ado Bayero, deposed in May, rides a horse to a mosque in June.




Emir Sanusi was driven out of Kano and dumped in a village 300 miles away, from which he fled to Lagos, Nigeria's biggest city, while the newly appointed emir moved into the palace. Emir Aminu was like the monarchs of old: he kept his mouth shut.



"He's not trying to change anything," said Abdulbasit Kassim, a historian of Muslim societies in West Africa. By contrast, he said: "Sanusi's a disrupter."



The Deposed Monarch Returns



The emir of Kano rides on magnificent, tricked-out horses. He wears intricately embroidered gowns. If he wants to take a sip of water in public, his guards raise their red and green robes around him to protect his dignity and privacy.



But he can make no policy, raise no taxes and direct no army.



Still, Africa's traditional leaders command great loyalty, and politicians are often keen to capitalize on it.



Abba Yusuf, who defeated Mr. Ganduje in an election last year, had vowed to restore Emir Sanusi to the throne if he became governor. On May 23, he fired Emir Aminu, expelling his retinue from the palace.



Emir Sanusi landed back in Kano around 12 hours later in a private jet. Then Mr. Yusuf hosted a ceremony that was part coronation, part political rally. The two men sat together on a sofa in the Nigerian national colors. Mr. Yusuf handed Emir Sanusi a letter confirming his reinstatement as emir as hundreds of Kano's noblemen roared their support.




Governor Abba Yusuf of Kano, in the red hat, hands over a letter reinstating Emir Sanusi, shortly after the emir flew back to Kano in May.




One by one, Kano's princes prostrated themselves on the carpet in homage to the returned king -- even those who had betrayed him. Emir Sanusi rose and took the microphone.



"An emir is not supposed to sing anyone's praises," he said. "But the governor is a hero."



Late that night, when the festivities were over, Mr. Yusuf moved Emir Sanusi back into the palace. Emir Sanusi's son Ashraf took to Instagram to document their homecoming. He panned with his phone over the palace interior.



Everything was gone: the drapes on the windows, electrical outlets from the walls. Emir Aminu's courtiers had stripped the palace bare.



Playing Politics



Though the restored king has the support of the local governor of Kano, leaders in the federal government in Nigeria have shown a preference for Emir Aminu, analysts say. A spokesman for Nigeria's president denied that the federal government was taking sides.



Just days after he was deposed in May, the quiet king came back to the palace flanked by a contingent of soldiers sent by the government. They installed him in what is known locally as the "mini-palace" -- an annex of the main palace used as a guesthouse, next to the burial ground of past Kano kings.



Emir Aminu's father and Emir Sanusi's grandfather, both former emirs, are both buried there.




Emir Aminu, holding court outside the palace annex, where he installed himself after being deposed.




Dozens of armed police officers now guard Emir Aminu round the clock at the annex. Until recently, hundreds of Emir Sanusi's supporters also stood guard in support of their king just down the road at the palace.



Emir Aminu's legal representative, Aminu Babba Dan'agundi, said that the correct procedure had not been followed when Emir Aminu was deposed earlier this year. "Nobody is above the law," he said.



Despite an 
economic crisis
, many Nigerians have become deeply invested in who will control the emirate.



"I despise Sanusi," said Aminu Garba, a supporter of Emir Aminu, remembering a time the emir said that a wife slapped by her husband should slap back.



"Aminu's here creating drama," said Aisha Abdullahi, a recent graduate, adding that she supported Emir Sanusi because he was a friend to women.



Analysts say politicians are playing an outsize role in the crisis ahead of the 2027 election. Mr. Yusuf, the state governor, is likely to run for re-election. His success may depend on keeping Emir Sanusi in power.



The party in power at the federal level, though, needs Emir Aminu back on the throne in order to get enough votes in Kano, observers say.




Emir Aminu's supporters praying alongside police vehicles at the palace annex last month.




"They've become pawns in a wider political chess game," said Mr. Kassim, the historian.



Emir Aminu continues to fight a legal battle to be reinstated. So far, he's mostly prevailed in the federal courts, while state courts have sided with Emir Sanusi.



"We have to find a way to bring peace and stability back to the state and nation in general," said Ms. Bayero, the palace historian.



Mr. Yusuf, the governor, has twice ordered the police to evict Emir Aminu from the palace annex and arrest him. So far the police have refused, and recently they ordered hunters and vigilantes guarding Emir Sanusi to stand down, leaving him alone and vulnerable.



Above the palace flies the ancient royal flag. Last week, Emir Aminu hoisted a replica of it at outside the annex.



For the moment, both flags are still flying.




The graves of four emirs of Kano at the palace annex. Emir Aminu's father and Emir Sanusi's grandfather are among them those buried at the annex.
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News Analysis



In Immunity Decision, Clashing Views of the Nature of Politics



The Supreme Court's conservative majority largely embraced Donald Trump's dark view of tit-for-tat partisan prosecutions while liberals cited the prospect of power unchecked by legal accountability.




In its ruling, the Supreme Court's majority tacitly bought into former President Donald J. Trump's portrayal of himself as a victim of partisan legal warfare.




By Alan Feuer


Jul 03, 2024


Near the end of 
his opinion on executive immunity
, Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. pooh-poohed the fears of his liberal colleagues who worried in dissent that the broad protections the Supreme Court had conferred on former President Donald J. Trump would place future presidents beyond the reach of the law.



The real concern, Chief Justice Roberts said, was not that immunity would embolden presidents to commit crimes with impunity, but rather that without it, the country's rival leaders would endlessly be at each others' throats.



"The dissents overlook the more likely prospect of an executive branch that cannibalizes itself," he wrote, "with each successive president free to prosecute his predecessors."



That dark vision, however right or wrong it proves to be, did not come out of nowhere: It was offered to the court by Mr. Trump's own lawyers during 
oral arguments on the question of immunity
 that took place in April.



The justices in the majority said their decision was not just about Mr. Trump. But it was impossible to separate it from the possibility of a second Trump presidency following a campaign in which Mr. Trump himself has promised unabashedly to use the legal system as a weapon of political retribution against President Biden and other foes, whom he accuses of having unfairly targeted him for prosecution.



In many ways, the court's decision was something like a Rorschach test for the justices, revealing what they saw as the largest looming threat to American democracy.



For the conservatives, that threat is the prospect of ceaseless cycles of partisan prosecutions constraining a president's ability to make decisions in the best interests of the country.



The main concern, the chief justice wrote, was to insulate a president from the perils of "hesitation to execute the duties of his office fearlessly and fairly" because of a fear of prosecution.



The liberals, by contrast, feared a monarchical president who could use the immense powers of the office for personal or political gain or for other illegitimate purposes without the legal checks and balances that they say have long been necessary to ensure accountability.



"Let the president violate the law, let him exploit the trappings of his office for personal gain, let him use his official power for evil ends," Justice Sonia Sotomayor wrote in her scathing and occasionally sarcastic dissent. "Because if he knew that he may one day face liability for breaking the law, he might not be as bold and fearless as we would like him to be. That is the majority's message today."



Overall, the ruling reflected just how far the court's conservative majority, which Mr. Trump helped to expand, has gone in endorsing his view of politics as a no-holds-barred battle for power and his contention that American leaders will, as a matter of course, now seek to prosecute their rivals.




Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. seemed to play down the suggestion that any normal legal roadblocks could slow a partisan prosecutor on a mission to indict a political rival.




Trevor Morrison, a professor at the New York University School of Law, agreed that the court's decision focused a spotlight not only on what the justices feared about the future of the country, but also on the central principles they held as federal jurists.



"The two sides differ greatly in what they saw as the chief danger that each wants to protect against," he said. "But you can also contrast their values, with the majority wanting the presidency not to be undermined by constant prosecutions and the dissenters showing concern about ensuring the rule of law."



These two different views about the nature of politics and power were far more than a mere philosophical dispute among the justices. The way in which the court decided the immunity case could soon have real effects on the ground.



Mr. Morrison, for example, imagined what might happen if Mr. Trump were re-elected and appointed a pliant attorney general to go after Mr. Biden.



"The majority on the court would likely say that Biden enjoys a wide sweep of immunity from prosecution," Mr. Morrison said. "But at the same time, no one would be able to go after Trump for weaponizing the Justice Department."



Mr. Trump's lawyers first presented their idea that in the future, former presidents will be relentlessly pursued by their successors in written filings to the court. But their fullest articulation of that stance came during the court's oral arguments.



That was when D. John Sauer, who argued before the justices on Mr. Trump's behalf, asked them to imagine someone -- Mr. Trump was not identified by name -- prosecuting Mr. Biden for his immigration agenda.



"Could President Biden someday be charged with unlawfully inducing immigrants to enter the country illegally for his border policies?" Mr. Sauer asked.



Answering his own question, Mr. Sauer envisioned a world of constant legal tit-for-tat, asserting that it would destroy the "presidency as we know it." And several of the court's conservatives appeared to agree that world was on its way -- or perhaps already here.



Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr., for example, expressed concern that without some form of criminal immunity, former presidents would be highly vulnerable as their successors used the courts to go after them once they were out of office. And that, he added, could lead to persistent cycles of retribution that would present a risk to a "stable, democratic society."




In many ways, the court's decision was something like a Rorschach test for the justices, revealing what they saw as the largest looming threat to American democracy.




Mr. Trump has long -- and baselessly -- maintained that it is Mr. Biden and his Democratic allies who politicized justice by pursuing him with multiple indictments even as they have faced each other on the campaign trail. But in advancing those claims, Mr. Trump has never acknowledged the reality that no other president has been faced with as many allegations, or as much evidence, of wrongdoing as he has.



In its ruling, the Supreme Court's majority tacitly bought into Mr. Trump's portrayal of himself as a victim of partisan legal warfare -- if only by endorsing his vision of a world where presidents would ruthlessly use their powers to go after their predecessors.



That bleak view was also in keeping with another of the former president's longest-held beliefs: that there are no good guys in the world because everyone is corrupt.



Against that dystopian vision, the liberal dissenters, particularly Justice Sotomayor, asserted the idea that immunity was unnecessary to protect a former president against partisan indictments since the job could effectively be handled by "all the protections our system provides to criminal defendants."



Justice Sotomayor reminded the conservative majority that it was not exactly easy to indict a former president -- a proposition that seemed in keeping with the amount of time and angst it required to bring charges against Mr. Trump and the subsequent difficulty prosecutors have had in advancing those cases.



There were built-in checks and balances, Justice Sotomayor went on to say, to stop a prosecutor from bringing cases without merit. She cited the grand jury process, for example, the ability to file motions to dismiss and the burden of proof that prosecutors must assume at trial.



But Chief Justice Roberts seemed to play down the suggestion that any normal legal roadblocks could slow a partisan prosecutor on a mission to indict a political rival, claiming that immunity was needed because, by its very nature, it stopped prosecutions from ever reaching a courtroom.



He also seemed to reject the Justice Department's assurances -- echoed by the dissenting liberals -- that "prosecutors and grand juries will not permit political or baseless prosecutions from advancing in the first place," as he put it.



"We do not ordinarily decline to decide significant constitutional questions," he wrote, "based on the government's promises of good faith."



Maggie Haberman
 contributed reporting.
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Architects of the Trump Supreme Court See Culmination of Conservative Push



For Donald F. McGahn II, the former White House counsel, and Senator Mitch McConnell, the Kentucky Republican, sweeping anti-regulatory rulings are the big payoff of their drive to reshape the federal courts.




Donald F. McGahn II, the former White House counsel, in 2021. "None of this was an accident," he said in an interview about the Supreme Court's recent landmark rulings on administrative law.




By Carl Hulse


Jul 03, 2024


Back in 2016, a colleague handed Donald F. McGahn II, then a top legal adviser to the presidential candidate Donald J. Trump, an appeals court opinion that eloquently and powerfully echoed much of what Mr. McGahn saw as the evils of an out-of-control federal bureaucracy.



The opinion from the Denver-based appeals court by the relatively unknown Judge Neil M. Gorsuch suggested it might be time for federal courts to confront the "behemoth" of a longstanding precedent conferring substantial regulatory power on federal officials.



One month later, Mr. McGahn placed Judge Gorsuch on Mr. Trump's list of potential Supreme Court nominees should he be elected.



Four months later, he was President Trump's first nominee to the high court.



And over the past week, Justice Gorsuch wrote for the conservative majority on the Supreme Court that made sure the behemoth was slain.



While much of the attention to the conservative-dominated court has been about the sweeping decisions it has made to roll back abortion rights and now greatly expand presidential immunity, that was never the main goal for the architects of the effort to pull the judiciary to the right.



For those who led the drive to place Justice Gorsuch and two other conservatives on the court during the Trump administration, a sweeping series of rulings by the Supreme Court this year that shrank the power of federal agencies was the true victory. Their longtime target, the so-called administrative state, has been beaten back with the overturning of the 40-year-old Chevron doctrine and a flurry of other decisions aimed at reining in federal government reach -- just as they envisioned it.



"None of this was an accident," Mr. McGahn, a partner at Jones Day, said in an interview about the court's landmark rulings on administrative law -- an arcane area but one that was a cornerstone of his campaign to place jurists skeptical of federal power on the bench. "It was a way to corral the runaway bureaucracy to get judges in place who were actually going to read the law as it was written."



Limiting the power of federal officials was a longstanding goal of members of the Federalist Society, the conservative group seen as an incubator for the type of judges that Mr. McGahn and others sought when they moved to quickly populate the courts with conservative jurists after Mr. Trump's election.



"Dismantling the administrative state and empowering people who are actually elected to make decisions has been the motivating force" for nearly every "Federalist Society-type lawyer," Senator Mitch McConnell, the Kentucky Republican and minority leader, said in an interview.



Mr. McConnell spearheaded the judicial confirmation effort in the Senate as majority leader, beginning when he blocked President Barack Obama from filling a Supreme Court vacancy in 2016, and then working hand in hand with Mr. McGahn once Mr. Trump was elected to push scores of his judicial nominees to the bench.



"I think the left thought that all we ever talked about was Roe v. Wade," Mr. McConnell said. "Frankly, I can't even remember it coming up. This was the unifying issue," he said of the attempt to rein in federal agencies.



Mr. McGahn had first grown leery of the extent of agency regulatory power during his own stint as a member of the Federal Election Commission. When he became White House counsel for Mr. Trump, he played a central role in vetting candidates for the Supreme Court and recommending them to the new president.



He searched for potential nominees who had demonstrated a zeal for challenging the reach of federal agencies and backed it up with strong legal arguments and decisions.



"It's not enough to say the right things in public speeches," Mr. McGahn said in November 2017 remarks to the Federalist Society, as he laid out his strategy for what had come to be known as deconstructing the administrative state. "Judges must apply those principles in concrete cases."



Judge Gorsuch had demonstrated his thinking in the 2016 opinion. Brett Kavanaugh, a former White House official sitting on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, had what Mr. McGahn considered a long paper trail that put him at the "vanguard of curtailing agency power," eventually earning him a spot on the Trump Supreme Court contender list as well.



Amy Coney Barrett, a Notre Dame law professor confirmed to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit in 2017, did not have the judicial record of the other two, but Mr. McGahn liked what he heard during interviews for the appeals court post.



"She spoke favorably of the work of Gorsuch and Kavanaugh," he said. "These guys are cut from the same block of wood."



All three were eventually seated on the Supreme Court over the vociferous objections of Democrats, providing the critical mass of votes for the series of rulings that will mean significant changes in the way agencies exert power. They will also put new pressure on Congress to write laws with less wiggle room for how agencies interpret and enforce them.



Besides the landmark ruling overturning the Chevron doctrine requiring courts to defer to interpretation of laws by federal agencies, the justices also blocked the E.P.A. from enforcing a rule intended to protect downwind states from pollution from neighboring states, a decision with broad implications for other environmental rules. They also required the Securities and Exchange Commission to try fraud cases in federal courts rather than in-house tribunals, another consequential shift.



Then on Monday, the Supreme Court struck a significant blow against agency power in another ideologically divided decision, ruling that a six-year time limit on challenging agency regulations should begin when it affects a company, not six years from when it was put in place.



"I think this is an issue that has the potential over the long term to kind of rearrange the power between those who are actually elected and those who are doing whatever they want to," said Mr. McConnell, referring to lawmakers versus federal regulators.



The string of anti-regulatory rulings has alarmed both the liberal members of the court and Democrats who see the potential for unraveling decades of agency work to protect the health and welfare of Americans.



In a dissent, Justice Katanji Brown Jackson warned that the decision could unleash "a tsunami of lawsuits against agencies" and had "the potential to devastate the functioning of the federal government."



Senator Chuck Schumer, the New York Democrat and majority leader, said the justices had "once again sided with powerful special interests and giant corporations against the middle class and American families. Their headlong rush to overturn 40 years of precedent and impose their own radical views is appalling."



But Mr. McGahn said the rulings should reset the federal regulatory regime and restore power to its rightful place in the legislature.



"This puts Congress back in the driver's seat," he said. "It also gives them a real responsibility that they have to start doing their job and legislate with some sort of specificity."
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America's Divided Summer Economy Is Coming to an Airport or Hotel Near You



The gulf between higher- and lower-income consumers has been widening for years, but it is expected to show up especially clearly in travel this season.




While airfare-dollar spending might fall somewhat because flight prices have come down, airports are reporting record traffic on key days. 




By Jeanna Smialek


Jul 03, 2024


The travel industry is in the midst of another hot summer as Americans hit the road and make for the airport to take advantage of slightly cheaper flights and gas. But the 2024 vacation outlook isn't all sunny: Like the rest of the American consumer experience this year, it is sharply divided.



Many richer consumers -- always the lifeblood of the travel industry -- are feeling good this year as a strong stock market and rising home values boost their wealth. While they have felt the bite of rapid inflation over the last few years, they are likely to have more wiggle room in their budgets and more options to ease the pain by trading down from name brands to generic, or Whole Foods to Walmart.



Poorer families have had less room to maneuver to avoid the brunt of high prices. Although the job market is strong, with low unemployment and wages that have risen especially rapidly at the bottom of the income scale in recent years, some signs of economic strain have been surfacing among lower-income Americans. Credit card delinquencies 
have risen
, many lower earners 
report feeling less confident
 in their own household finances, and companies that serve lower-income groups report that they are under stress.



The gulf between higher- and lower-income consumers has been widening for years, but it is expected to show up especially clearly in travel this summer. Surveys show that richer households are more optimistic about their ability to take trips, and services that they are more likely to use -- like full-service hotels -- are flourishing. Budget hotel chains, by contrast, are expected to report a pullback.



"If you go to upscale, you're actually seeing growth there," said Adam Sacks, the president of tourism economics at Oxford Economics. "A lot of that has to do with the different financial situations of different income groups."



Bookings, survey responses and spending trends so far suggest that the travel industry will see muted but 
healthy growth
 this summer and in 2024 as a whole. That growth is expected even after several years of breakneck vacationing as people took "revenge" for the trips they missed during the pandemic.



Outbound international travel is 
still booming
, domestic leisure travel is holding up, and even business travel is coming back after a sharp decline that started in 2020. While airfare-dollar spending might fall somewhat because flight prices have come down, airports are 
reporting record traffic
 on key days. AAA is forecasting that Fourth of July travel 
will smash
 last year's strong performance.



"We're seeing lots of people on the road; we're seeing people taking flights," said Joshua Friedlander, the vice president of research at the U.S. Travel Association. "We think this is a sustainable level of growth."



But that resilience is not uniform across income groups. Spending on travel "picked up and was largely driven by consumers with discretionary income," the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond reported in the Fed's 
latest anecdotal
 release about national economic experiences. "Conversely, low-to-moderate-income consumers were reportedly pulling back" because of "higher costs leading to tighter household budgets."



That adds to an established trend: Rich people tend to spend a lot more on splurges like travel. The 
top two-fifths
 of the income distribution accounts for about 60 percent of spending in the economy; the bottom two-fifths, about 22 percent. The divide is more extreme when it comes to vacationing. Lower-income people have historically 
spent about 19 cents
 on the dollar that a high-income person devotes to lodging, transportation and other travel-related purchases, based on one analysis.




Lashonda Barber, who works at Charlotte Douglas International Airport in North Carolina, said her job was increasingly failing to pay the bills.




Recent economic trends could exacerbate that. Lashonda Barber, an airport worker in Charlotte, N.C., is among those feeling the pinch. She will spend her summer on planes, but she won't be leaving the airport for vacation.



Ms. Barber, 42, makes $19 per hour, 40 hours per week, driving a trash truck that cleans up after international flights. It is a difficult position: The tarmac is sweltering in the Southern summer sun; the rubbish bags are heavy. And while it's poised to be a busy summer, Ms. Barber's job is increasingly failing to pay the bills. Both prices and her home taxes are up notably, but she is making just $1 an hour more than she was when she started the gig five years ago. While that is not the standard experience -- overall, wages for lower-income people have grown faster than inflation since at least late 2022 -- it is a reminder that behind the averages, some people are falling behind.



"I don't take personal trips," Ms. Barber said, explaining that it had been several years since she had taken a family vacation, and that when she did, she drove.



That comes in stark contrast to what is happening at the other end of the income spectrum.



Parker Hess is director of rooms at the Allison Inn & Spa in Oregon's Willamette Valley, where rooms start at $645, amenities include plush robes and bucolic wine country surroundings, and business is booming.



"Our rates are the highest they've ever been," Mr. Hess said, and while a customer will occasionally push back, many do not even ask about the price.



Hotel room rates are forecast to divide sharply this year. Jan Freitag, national director of hospitality analytics at the CoStar Group, said he was forecasting that full-service hotels like Marriott and Sheraton would post 2.1 percent room-rate growth this year, while midscale room rates would be essentially flat. He expects economy hotel room rates to outright decline as poorer travelers retrench.



"The lower-income consumer seems to be making a choice between things that they have to have versus the things that they want to have," Mr. Freitag said. "You have to pay your credit card bill, you have to pay your car insurance, and those things are expensive right now."



That gap is also evident in surveys. In a Bank of America Institute summer travel survey, a higher percentage of households with annual household incomes below $75,000, roughly the national median, said they did not have plans to go away this year compared with previous years.



"This may indicate some extra caution developing among these consumers around making the financial commitment necessary to take a holiday," analysts wrote in their report.



That said, the analysts noted that the pullback was not yet evident in actual credit and debit card data, which has so far shown that lower-income consumers continue to spend. That's an important caveat: Just because people report financial strain in surveys does not necessarily mean they will cut back.



And from an industry perspective, even if the surveys are prescient and poorer households do pull back on vacations this year, demand from richer people alone could be enough to fuel a strong -- if not enthusiastic -- performance for the summer travel season. 




Outbound international travel is still booming, domestic leisure travel is holding up, and even business travel is coming back after a sharp decline that started in 2020.




That strong demand could add fuel to the overall economy. Domestic travel adds to U.S. economic growth. International trips do not, but they signal consumer confidence.



On a full Sunday afternoon flight from Charles de Gaulle Airport outside Paris to Washington, D.C., Erica Reasoner, 42, was returning from two weeks in Italy and France with her husband and two children.



She and her family had stayed with friends and relatives for about half of their trip, and Ms. Reasoner said they had not taken an international trip last year. A resident of Denver, she said that her job in custom homebuilding was stable and business solid, and that while she had noticed higher grocery prices, recent inflation had not caused problems for her family's budget.



"We planned this trip for so long that the state of the economy didn't really play into our decision," she said. Not everyone, she said she realized, was so fortunate.
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At American Ballet Theater, a New Swan Takes Flight



The rise of the soloist Chloe Misseldine is part of the artistic director Susan Jaffe's master plan: Start them young and give them time to grow.




Chloe Misseldine of American Ballet Theater. She will dance Odette-Odile in "Swan Lake" on Wednesday at the Metropolitan Opera House.




By Gia Kourlas


Jul 02, 2024


"I grew up with boys," Chloe Misseldine said.



What has being the 
middle child with two brothers
 given this striking American Ballet Theater soloist? Not glamour; she was born with that. But a crucial quality for any young ballerina: thick skin.



"Nothing really bothers me," Misseldine said. "I'm not offended easily. If somebody says something to me, I'll brush it off."



Yet over the past week or so, since she made her debut as Tatiana in the ballet "Onegin," Misseldine has noticed some unusual internal shifts. Tears have flowed. She brought up the word "sensitive" to describe how she's been feeling, but it's not quite right. Maybe vulnerable? "I don't know how to explain it," she said, "but I just have more emotions."



Tatiana was big
 -- Misseldine's first dramatic lead in a full-length ballet at the Metropolitan Opera House, where the company presents its summer season. On Wednesday afternoon, she takes on Odette-Odile in "Swan Lake" after a triumphant debut in the dual role at the Kennedy Center in Washington in January.



Word got out. After that performance, the former Ballet Theater star Nina Ananiashvili asked Misseldine to perform as a guest artist with her company, the 
State Ballet of Georgia
, at the London Coliseum later this summer. "She is a rising star," Susan Jaffe, Ballet Theater's artistic director, said. "Not just in A.B.T., but in the dance world."




"Nothing really bothers me," Misseldine says. "I'm not offended easily. If somebody says something to me, I'll brush it off."




A lissome 5 feet 9 inches -- and over 6 feet on pointe -- 
Misseldine, at just 22, has a distinctive otherworldly magnetism
. It was apparent the moment she joined A.B.T. Studio Company in 2018. A year later she became an apprentice at Ballet Theater and a member of its corps de ballet in 2021. She was promoted to soloist in 2022.



Her ascent, by Ballet Theater standards, has felt meteoric, but Jaffe -- who's been in the job 18 months -- seems to be more proactive when it comes to new talent. She was only 19 when she first danced "Swan Lake."



"I come from that era that started them young," she said. "Start them young because then they have all this time to grow."



Of course, they need to be ready emotionally, too. "Chloe is totally grounded," Jaffe said. "Everything that comes to her, she just takes it with absolute solidity and grace, and works hard and isn't freaked out."



Odette-Odile, for all of its dramatic and technical requirements, could easily lead to freak-out moments, but it lands in a zone where Misseldine is comfortable: classical ballet. She looks like a swan, too. Her flexible back gives her a gorgeous arabesque; it also accentuates the wingspan of her port de bras. To prepare, Jaffe coached her for several months.



"I was definitely nervous," Misseldine said of her "Swan Lake" experience in Washington, but less than she had expected to be. "All the building up -- I was ready."



The actual performance felt like a dream. "It went by so fast," Misseldine said. "All of a sudden, the second act was done. All of a sudden, I was quick-changing into Act IV. And then, all of a sudden, people were taking photos of me backstage."




"I'm still figuring out my ways," Misseldine said. "I'm still learning as I'm going." In terms of acting, she wants "nothing too dramatic," she added. "Nothing fake."




In "Onegin," Tatiana, who transforms from an unsophisticated country girl into an elegant woman, poses a different set of challenges: "I'm growing up a little bit through roles like this," she said. "I'm only 22. I haven't lived much of my life. I've just really been focused on A.B.T. and my work and ballet. So doing this really has opened me up."



The ballet by John Cranko, based on Pushkin's verse novel, is a plunge into full-scale drama especially for Tatiana who at the start is rejected by Onegin. When she refuses to take back a love letter she has written to him, he rips it up. But by the end, it is Tatiana -- now married to another -- who does the rejecting and the ripping of a letter, Onegin's proclamation of love and regret.



"This was just completely different -- this related to life," Misseldine said. "Her being a young girl and just fawning over this older guy. I mean, that's so natural for a young girl to do and to write a love letter. I wouldn't say him ripping it up in front of her is normal. I feel like people don't do that. Hopefully not?"



In her debut, after Misseldine tore the letter with an urgent mix of exasperation and sadness, the audience applauded. This doesn't usually happen. Still, she said later, she wasn't satisfied. There were props that distracted her; it was a matinee, and she felt rushed. There were partnering mishaps.



Yet Misseldine was riveting. While the role is usually reserved for more mature dancers, Misseldine's age mattered less than her instinct. She has imagination, depth of feeling. If "Onegin" left her a little raw, she knows that's not a bad thing. "I'm still figuring out my ways," she said. "I'm still learning as I'm going."



When it comes to her acting, she wants to avoid appearing over the top: "Nothing too dramatic, but I still want to have the drama of the ballet," she said. "Nothing fake."




 "I'm growing up a little bit through roles like this," she said of Tatiana in "Onegin." "I'm only 22. I haven't lived much of my life. I've just really been focused on A.B.T. and my work and ballet. So doing this really has opened me up."




As a dancer, Misseldine knows who she is now, but she wasn't a natural from the start. Born in Orlando, Fla., she is the daughter of 
Yan Chen, a former Ballet Theater soloist
, who was born in China and trained at the Shanghai Dance School, and a businessman father. Misseldine began taking dance classes around the age of 3 or 4 at Orlando Ballet School, where Chen taught. (She is now is a principal teacher for the A.B.T. Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis School preprofessional division and the rehearsal director of A.B.T. Studio Company.)



Her earliest training was more of an after-school program than anything else. Did Chen see signs of what Misseldine would become? "No!" Chen said in an interview, laughing.



She recognized that her daughter had good proportions, but she lacked strength. "She was a little bit more," Chen said, "how would I say? Very soggy. She was just hanging."



But when Misseldine was around 13 or 14, she decided she wanted to participate in ballet competitions. Musicality and coordination aside, Chen felt her daughter needed to work harder. She told her, "There's no way I'm going to let you onstage," Chen said. "I'm the professional! When you go onstage you have to have a certain level of the technique. So I started helping her."




"I grew up doing water sports: skiing, wakeboarding, tubing. I feel that's where my balance comes from."




She still does when Misseldine needs it. But Chen is neither a stage mother nor a ballet teacher who sugarcoats. "Of course, encouragement is very important," Chen said, "but there's a certain point you need to hear what you need to work on and sometimes give a little push."



They had their conflicts, but it was more bickering, Misseldine said, than anything else. Out of irritation, she would pretend, for instance, not to perform steps correctly. "But then, as I got older, I started realizing, Oh, what she's doing is really trying to help me," Misseldine said. "I started trusting her."



And Misseldine grew up with another secret weapon: the water. "Actually, when I was young, before I did ballet -- this is probably very vital -- I grew up on a lake," she said. "I grew up doing water sports: skiing, 
wakeboarding
, tubing. I feel that's where my balance comes from."



Her father, driving the boat, would pull her so that the tube was, "like 10 feet in the air!," she said.



Her sunny mix of authenticity and fearlessness had to come from somewhere. "My younger brother and I never used to wear life jackets. We had a high dock and we'd jump off it into the water. We were 5, 6, 7 years old. That's where I get my personality from -- living with my brothers, growing up with boys -- but then also doing ballet."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/02/arts/dance/misseldine-american-ballet-theater.html
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Investors Pour $27.1 Billion Into A.I. Start-Ups, Defying a Downturn



Funding for A.I. firms made up nearly half the $56 billion in U.S. start-up financing from April to June, according to PitchBook.




A.I. companies have attracted increasingly large rounds of funding after OpenAI, shown here, released ChatGPT in 2022. 




By Erin Griffith


Jul 03, 2024


For two years, many unprofitable tech start-ups have 
cut costs, sold themselves or gone out of business
. But the ones focused on artificial intelligence have been thriving.



Now the A.I. boom that started in late 2022 has become the strongest counterpoint to the broader start-up downturn.



Investors poured $27.1 billion into A.I. start-ups in the United States from April to June, accounting for nearly half of all U.S. start-up funding in that period, according to PitchBook, which tracks start-ups. In total, U.S. start-ups raised $56 billion, up 57 percent from a year earlier and the highest three-month haul in two years.



A.I. companies are attracting huge rounds of funding reminiscent of 2021, when low interest rates pushed investors away from taking risks on tech investments.



In May, CoreWeave, a provider of cloud computing services for A.I. companies, raised $1.1 billion, followed by $7.5 billion in debt, valuing it at $19 billion. Scale AI, a provider of data for A.I. companies, raised $1 billion, valuing it at $13.8 billion. And xAI, founded by Elon Musk, 
raised
 $6 billion, valuing it at $24 billion.



Such financing rounds have boosted the industry's overall deal-making by dollar amount and number of deals, said Kyle Stanford, a research analyst at PitchBook.



"It's not declining anymore," he said. "The bottom has already fallen out."



The activity has prompted some venture capital investors to change their message. Last year, Tom Loverro, an investor at IVP, predicted a "mass extinction event" for start-ups and encouraged them to cut costs. Last week, he declared that era over and christened this time the "Great Reawakening," encouraging companies to "pour gas" on growth, particularly around artificial intelligence.



"The AI train is leaving the station & you need to be on it," he 
wrote
 on X.



The start-up downturn began in early 2022 as many money-losing companies struggled to grow as quickly as they did in the pandemic. Rising interest rates also pushed investors to chase less risky investments. To make up for dwindling funding, start-ups slashed staff and scaled back their ambitions.



Then in late 2022, OpenAI, a San Francisco A.I. lab, kicked off a new boom with the release of its ChatGPT chatbot. Excitement around generative A.I. technology, which can produce text, images and videos, set off a frenzy of start-up creation and funding.



"Sam Altman canceled the recession," joked Siqi Chen, founder of the start-up Runway Financial, referring to OpenAI's chief executive. Mr. Chen said his company, which makes finance software, was growing faster than it otherwise would have because "A.I. can do the job of 1.5 people."



Yet even as A.I. creates efficiencies, it is costly to build. Start-ups focused on A.I. need 
enormous stores of powerful computer chips
 and cloud storage.



An analysis of 125 A.I. start-ups by Kruze Consulting, an accounting and tax advisory firm, showed that the companies spent an average of 22 percent of their expenses on computing costs in the first three months of the year -- more than double the 10 percent spent by non-A.I. software companies in the same period.



"No wonder V.C.s are throwing money into these companies," said Healy Jones, Kruze's vice president of financial strategy. While A.I. start-ups are growing faster than other start-ups, he said, "they clearly need the money."



For investors who back fast-growing start-ups, there is little downside to being wrong about the next big thing, but there is enormous upside in being right. A.I.'s potential has generated deafening hype, with prominent investors and executives predicting that the market for A.I. will be bigger than the markets for the smartphone, the personal computer, social media and the internet.



Mr. Stanford of PitchBook said competition from big tech companies including Microsoft and Amazon might also affect A.I start-ups' ability to raise enormous sums of money. Large deals like the one struck by xAI were outliers and are not likely to be repeated in the second half of the year.



"That can't happen forever," he said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/03/technology/ai-startups-funding.html
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How Tom Hanks's Son Spawned a Hateful Meme Online



When Chet Hanks first used the phrase "white boy summer," it seemed to be done ironically. Now it has been appropriated around the world by white supremacists and other hate groups.




Chet Hanks had previously faced criticism for defending his use of a common racial slur and for cultural appropriation.




By Steven Lee Myers


Jul 02, 2024


In the spring of 2021, Chet Hanks, the singer, actor and son of Tom, posted a series of statements and a music video with a refrain that caused confusion, not to mention a fair bit of cringing. He declared it was going to be a "white boy summer."



Whatever exactly he meant at the time, the phrase has since mutated into a slogan for white supremacists and other hate groups, according to 
a report
 published on Tuesday by the Global Project Against Hate and Extremism, an organization that tracks the spread of racism.



Thousands of posts using the slogan "white boy summer" have appeared on the Telegram app this year. It's been used by far-right groups to recruit new followers, organize protests and encourage violence, especially against immigrants and L.G.B.T.Q. people, the report said.



For many of those who use it now, the phrase represents an unapologetic embrace of white heterosexual masculinity, often at the expense of women and people of color.



Increasingly, the meme has moved from the fringes of the internet into the political mainstream in the United States and elsewhere around the world, one of the group's founders, Wendy Via, said.



Jack Posobiec, a podcaster whom the Southern Poverty Law Center has 
linked
 to white supremacists, 
waved a banner with the words "white boy summer"
 on it at a gathering for Turning Point USA, a conservative group, in Detroit last month. Former President Donald J. Trump was the conference's keynote speaker, along with several members of Congress.




Jack Posobiec waved a banner with the words "white boy summer" on it at a conference in Detroit last month where Former President Donald J. Trump was the keynote speaker.




"It's really about how quickly and how devastatingly something like this can go viral and the impact it has," Ms. Via said of the phrase that Mr. Hanks coined. Extremists, she added, "are hurting people all over the world in the name of this thing."



Mr. Hanks, 33, did not respond to numerous requests for comment through his social media accounts and the talent agency that represents him. He started using the phrase in a series of posts on social media in 2021 about fashion and other advice for men. In one of those posts, he seemed to anticipate that the meaning of the words required some explanation.



"Take it how you want it," he said in a post on Instagram that March. "I'm not talking about, like, Trump, NASCAR-type white," he went on, saying he meant people like himself and two other white R&B artists, Jon B. and Jack Harlow. "Let me know if you guys can vibe with that. And get ready, 'cuz I am."



His music video -- produced under the name Chet Hanx -- appeared the month after. It was a homage of a sort to the hit two years earlier by Megan Thee Stallion, "Hot Girl Summer," featuring Nicki Minaj and Ty Dolla $ign.



It is replete with profanity, as well as sexist and racial slurs, but it also ends with an image of Mr. Hanks wearing a shirt with the words "stop hate" on it.




A screenshot from the end of Mr. Hanks's "White Boy Summer" music video.




"White boy summer" is not the first artistic creation that white supremacists have hijacked and used online in hate speech.



Pepe the Frog, a comic book character created by Matt Furie, became so popular in racist, antisemitic and homophobic memes that the Anti-Defamation League classified it as a hate symbol in 2016. Mr. Furie 
killed off the character
 a year later, but it still circulates in ways he never intended.



Even before the meme, Mr. Hanks 
faced criticism
 for using -- and defending the use of -- a racial slur against Black people. He has also been accused of cultural appropriation after he started using, as an affectation, Jamaican patois in public appearances, including at the 2020 Golden Globe Awards, where Tom Hanks received the Cecil B. DeMille Award.



As a meme and a hashtag, "white boy summer" has with each passing summer been embraced by groups like the Proud Boys and "
active clubs
," groups that blend racist ideologies with martial arts and other activities.



While more prevalent on fringe sites populated by extremist content, including Gab, Rumble and 4chan, the phrase also appears regularly on X, Instagram, Facebook and other major social media platforms, often with Nazi images. The phrase and its various hashtags appear to skirt policies that prohibit hate speech in part because it is often used euphemistically or ironically.



"While this trend/meme originated on the far right, it is definitely creeping into more 'mainstream' right-wing discourse," said Todd Gutnick, a spokesman for the Anti-Defamation League, which 
documented
 the slogan's spread early on.



The Global Project Against Hate and Extremism report noted that the meme was now being used by extremist groups in countries around the world.



A group in France created stickers with the phrase -- in English -- for members to distribute, while another in Finland held an annual festival last month using the phrase as its name. Writing about last year's event, Bellingcat, a research organization, reported that attendees "watched far-right bands perform, participated in combat sports and mingled with other hate group members in hot tubs."



"The far right is adept at bringing their hateful ideologies into the mainstream, especially through the use of social media," the report said, "and the already-viral 'white boy summer' has proved to be the perfect segue from them to spread their bigotry to a wider audience."



Mr. Hanks, who also previously performed as Chet Haze, has had much-publicized struggles with drugs and accusations of domestic abuse that have contributed to his rebellious persona as a performer. "He's a grown man," his older half brother, Colin, who is also an actor, said in a 
radio interview
 in 2016, when asked if he had ever intervened with advice. "He's going to do what he wants to do."



Tom Hanks does not appear to have commented publicly on his relationship with Chet Hanks, though the son recently posted a cross-generational 
exchange of text messages
 with him about 
the recent feud
 between the rappers Drake and Kendrick Lamar. In 
an interview
 with The New York Times in 2019, the father described his experience as a parent.



"Somewhere along the line, I figured out, the only thing really, I think, eventually a parent can do is say: 'I love you, there's nothing you can do wrong, you cannot hurt my feelings, I hope you will forgive me on occasion, and what do you need me to do?'" he said.



Despite the controversy over its spread, Mr. Hanks continues to embrace the meme. "I have consulted with the heavens, felt a westward breeze, and walked outside of a strip club and saw my shadow ...," he wrote on Instagram in May. "This will be a #WBS." He ended the post with the emoji of a church.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/02/business/media/chet-hanks-racist-meme.html
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The Housing Market Is Weird and Ugly. These 5 Charts Explain Why.



When the Federal Reserve began raising interest rates in 2022, most economists thought the housing market would be the first to suffer the consequences: Higher borrowing costs would make it more expensive to buy and to build, leading to reduced demand, less construction and lower prices.



They were right -- at first. Construction slowed, but then picked up. Prices hiccuped, then resumed their upward march. Higher rates made homes harder to afford, but Americans still wanted to buy them.



The result is a housing market that is different, and stranger, than the one described in economics textbooks. Parts have proved surprisingly resilient. Other parts have seized up almost completely. And some seem perched on a precipice, at risk of tumbling if rates stay high too long or the economy weakens unexpectedly.



It is also a market of stark divides. People who locked in low rates before 2022 have, in most cases, had their home values soar but have been insulated from higher borrowing costs. Those who didn't already own, on the other hand, have often had to choose between unaffordable rents and unaffordable home prices.



But the situation is nuanced. Homeowners in some parts of the country face skyrocketing insurance costs. Rents in some cities have moderated. Builders are finding ways to make new homes affordable for first-time buyers.



No one indicator tells the full story. Rather, economists and industry experts say understanding the housing market requires looking at an array of data shedding light on different pieces of the puzzle.



1. It's hard to find a home to buy.



The rapid rise in interest rates pushed down demand for housing, by making it more expensive to borrow. But it also led to a big drop in supply: Many owners are holding onto their homes longer than they would otherwise because selling would mean 
giving up their ultralow interest rates
.



This "rate lock" phenomenon has contributed to a severe shortage of homes for sale. It isn't the only factor: Home building lagged for years before the pandemic, and retired baby boomers have been choosing to stay in their homes rather than moving to retirement communities or downsizing to condominiums as many housing experts had expected.



Many economists argue that the lack of supply has helped keep prices high, particularly in some markets, although they disagree about the magnitude of the effect. What is certain is that for anyone hoping to buy, finding a home has been extremely difficult.



2. Homes are unaffordable.



Home prices, already high, soared during the pandemic, rising more than 40 percent nationally from the end of 2019 to mid-2021, according to the S&P CoreLogic Case-Shiller price index. They've risen more slowly since then, but they haven't fallen as many economists expected when the Fed started raising interest rates.



Rising interest rates have put those prices even further out of reach for many buyers. Someone buying a $300,000 house with a 10 percent down payment could expect to pay about $1,100 a month on a mortgage in late 2021, when interest rates on a 30-year, fixed-rate loan were about 3 percent. Today, with rates at about 7 percent, that same house would cost about $1,800 a month, an increase of about 60 percent in monthly costs. (That doesn't even take into account the rising cost of insurance or other expenses.)



Economists have different ways of measuring affordability, but they all show pretty much the same thing: Buying a house, particularly for first-time buyers, is further out of reach than at any point in decades, or maybe ever. 
One index
, from Zillow, shows that the typical household buying the median home with 10 percent down could expect to spend more than 40 percent of their income on housing costs, well above the 30 percent that financial experts recommend. And in many cities, such as Denver, Austin and Nashville -- never mind longtime outliers like New York and San Francisco -- the numbers are much worse.



3. New homes are filling (some of) the gap.



Perhaps the most surprising development in the housing market over the past two years has been the resilience of new-home sales.



Developers typically struggle when interest rates rise, because high borrowing costs drive away buyers while also making it more expensive to build.



But this time around, with so few existing homes available for sale, many buyers have been turning to new construction. At the same time, many big builders were able to borrow when interest rates were low, and have been able to use that financial firepower to "buy down" interest rates for customers -- making their homes more affordable without needing to cut prices.



As a result, sales of new homes have held relatively steady even as sales of existing homes have plummeted. Developers have especially sought to cater to first-time buyers by 
building smaller homes
, a segment of the market they all but ignored for years.



It isn't clear how long the trend can continue, however. Many builders pulled back on activity when rates first rose, leaving fewer new homes in the pipeline to come to market in the years ahead. And if rates stay high, it may get harder for builders to offer the financial incentives they have used to attract first-time buyers. Private developers in May broke ground on new homes at the slowest rate in nearly four years, the Commerce Department said on Thursday.



4. Rents are unaffordable, too.



Rents skyrocketed in much of the country during the pandemic, as Americans fled cities and sought space. Then they kept rising, as the strong labor market increased demand.



Rising rents helped fuel an apartment-building boom, which has brought a flood of supply to the market, particularly in Southern cities like Austin and Atlanta. That has led rents to rise more slowly or even to fall in some places.



But that moderation has been slow to work its way through the market. Many tenants are paying rents negotiated earlier in the housing cycle, and the new construction has been concentrated in the luxury market, which doesn't do much to help middle- or lower-income renters, at least in the short term.



All of that has produced a rental affordability crisis that keeps growing worse. A 
record share of renters
 are spending more than 30 percent of their income on housing, Harvard's Joint Center for Housing Studies found recently, and more than 12 million households are spending more than half their income on rent. Affordability is no longer just a problem for the poor: The Harvard report found that rent is becoming a burden even among many households earning more than $75,000 a year.



5. A shift may be underway.



For much of the past two years, the housing market -- especially for existing homes -- has been stuck. Buyers can't afford homes unless either prices or interest rates fall. Owners feel little pressure to sell, and aren't eager to become buyers.



What could break the logjam? One possibility is lower interest rates, which could bring a flood of both buyers and sellers back to the market. But with inflation proving stubborn, rate cuts don't appear imminent.



Another possibility is a more gradual return to normal, as owners decide they can no longer put off long-delayed moves and become more willing to cut a deal, and as buyers resign themselves to higher rates.



There are signs that may be beginning to happen. More owners are listing their homes for sale, and more are cutting prices to attract buyers. Builders are finishing more new homes without a buyer lined up. Real estate agents are sharing anecdotes of empty open houses and homes that sit on the market longer than expected.



Hardly anyone expects prices to collapse. The millennial generation is in the heart of the home-buying years, meaning demand for homes should be strong, and years of under-building mean the country still has too few homes by most measures. And because most homeowners have plenty of equity, and lending standards have been tight, there isn't likely to be a wave of forced sales as there was when the housing bubble burst nearly two decades ago.



But that also means that the affordability crisis isn't likely to resolve itself soon. Lower rates would help, but it will take more than that for homeownership to feel achievable to many younger Americans.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/20/business/economy/housing-market-explained.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Paramount and Skydance Near Merger Deal



Just weeks after the Paramount's controlling shareholder and Skydance scuttled their talks about a potential deal, the two media companies have tentatively agreed to a merger.




Talks between Paramount and Skydance were called off last month just before a vote on a possible merger. 




By Benjamin Mullin and Lauren Hirsch


Jul 02, 2024


For months, Paramount's controlling shareholder and Skydance sought to seal a merger that would transform the media industry, before those talks ground to a sudden halt in June. Now, just weeks later, the two sides have reached a preliminary deal to merge, four people familiar with the negotiations said.



The agreement will still have to be approved by a special committee of Paramount's board of directors, said the people, who spoke on the condition of anonymity as the talks resumed.



If they win that approval, the deal will combine Paramount -- the parent company of CBS, MTV and Nickelodeon -- and Skydance, the up-and-coming movie studio that helped produce "Top Gun: Maverick," into a new giant in Hollywood.



An agreement would be a changing of the guard in the media world, as legacy companies like Paramount struggle with the decline of cable TV and with streaming services that bleed cash. Shari Redstone, who controls Paramount through her stake in its parent company, National Amusements, is part of the family that has run the media conglomerate for decades. The new company would be backed instead by big-ticket investors like the private-equity firm RedBird and David Ellison, son of the Oracle founder Larry Ellison.



It would also end a dramatic saga that has played out over months. Paramount and Skydance entered into exclusive negotiations in 
April
 only to let them 
lapse
 in May without striking an agreement. Their talks continued, even as 
other suitors emerged
.



The two finally seemed to be headed toward a deal in June after a marathon weekend of negotiating. But just as Paramount's special committee was set to vote on that deal, lawyers for National Amusements emailed Paramount's special committee 
to end the discussions
.



In the weeks that followed, Paramount outlined what a stand-alone future might look like for the company as it navigated a challenging media landscape. It appointed three executives to succeed Bob Bakish, who 
stepped down as chief executive
 in April, through a joint "office of the C.E.O." role. They said in a recent shareholder meeting that they planned to explore a streaming joint venture and cut $500 million in costs as the media giant grappled with about $14 billion in debt.



The company's shares have fallen more than 16 percent over the past month, as Paramount's investors have remained concerned about its prospects.



Paramount has been exploring a deal despite strong headwinds to traditional media. Critics have argued that the company was too late to streaming, leaving it undersized and lagging behind its rivals. They also point to missed opportunities, such as when Mr. Bakish balked at selling trophy assets like Showtime and BET to suitors offering billions in recent months.



Skydance and National Amusements resumed their negotiations not long after a cooling-off period, three of the people said. This latest deal would give Ms. Redstone better financial terms than the previous iteration. National Amusements' equity would be valued at $1.75 billion, up slightly from $1.7 billion in the last incarnation, three of the people said.



The deal would also give National Amusements a greater degree of protection against potential shareholder lawsuits over the deal. That had been a sticking point in earlier negotiations, given significant shareholder angst about the transaction.



The deal is expected to offer Paramount a 45-day "go shop" period in which it can talk to other suitors about a potential deal, three of the sources said. The billionaire Barry Diller and his digital media conglomerate, IAC, 
have expressed interest
 in National Amusements, as has Edgar Bronfman Jr., the media and finance executive, and Steven Paul, the Hollywood executive best known for his work on the "Baby Geniuses" franchise.



 The Paramount board committee will now evaluate whether those new terms will be sufficiently palatable for shareholders. 
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Saks Owner Is Said to Acquire Neiman Marcus, Creating a Luxury Retail Giant



HBC, the parent of Saks Fifth Avenue, would acquire Neiman Marcus for $2.65 billion.




The acquisition of Neiman Marcus would further consolidate the luxury retail market.




By Vanessa Friedman and Lauren Hirsch


Jul 03, 2024


In a move that would further consolidate the luxury retail market, the parent company of Saks Fifth Avenue has agreed to acquire Neiman Marcus in a $2.65 billion deal, creating the ultimate high-end department store behemoth, two people close to the negotiations said on Wednesday.



The deal, which had been rumored since Neiman Marcus filed for bankruptcy protection during the pandemic, comes just over four years after Saks bought the license for the 
Barney's
 name following the 
bankruptcy of that group
. It also follows a wave of 
luxury e-tail failures
, including that of FarFetch and Matches.com. Saks is owned by HBC, a retail conglomerate that 
bought the American chain
 in 2013 -- the year after HBC also acquired Lord & Taylor.



The acquisition of Neiman Marcus makes Saks Global, as the new group will be called, the dominant player in its market, with a combined 75 stores (including two Bergdorf Goodman stores), as well as 100 off-price stores. The new group's only real rivals in the United States will be Macy's, which also includes Bloomingdale's, and Nordstrom. It will be run by Marc Metrick, the current chief executive of Saks and Saks.com, one of the people said.



As part of the deal, Amazon will take a minority stake in Saks Global, the two people said. HBC, which also owns the Canadian department store chain Hudson's Bay, is financing the acquisition with $2 billion it has raised from existing investors. Affiliates of the investment firm Apollo Global Management are providing $1.5 billion in debt.



The Wall Street Journal earlier reported the deal.



The two retailers have long been viewed as potential matches, given their overlapping customer base of high-end customers. But each has struggled financially, posing significant complications for their efforts over the years to combine.



"There will be efficiencies, without a doubt," said Robert Burke, the founder of a luxury retail consulting firm. "Retail has been sluggish lately, and maybe there will be more investment in both stores than there has been in the past. The real question will be how do the brands react to this? Especially the LVMH and Kering brands."



LVMH is the luxury conglomerate that owns Dior, Louis Vuitton and Fendi, among other brands; Kering owns Gucci, Balenciaga and Saint Laurent. Both groups  sell their goods in Saks and Neiman Marcus stores, but have been increasingly focused on driving consumers to their own stores and e-commerce sites.



Smaller independent brands, on the other hand, which have long relied on department stores to reach  consumers across the country, will have even less choice and power in their negotiations with stores.



According to a person close to the deal, there are no plans -- at least for now -- to close stores for either brand, even though both operate in many of the same markets. 



The Federal Trade Commission has been paying close attention to consolidation among fashion retailers. In April, it 
moved to block
 the planned acquisition of Capri (the group that owns Michael Kors, Versace and Jimmy Choo), by Tapestry (which owns Coach, Kate Spade and Stuart Weitzman). The commission argued that the planned consolidation would affect competition among the different brands. That case is expected to go to court in September.



When it comes to the Saks-Neiman deal, Mr. Burke said, "I am sure they will be looking at it closely."
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How Reliant Is the U.S. on Avocados From Mexico?



A temporary halt on inspections by U.S.D.A. workers in Mexico on safety concerns highlighted how dependent the United States had become on one region for supplies of the popular fruit.




An avocado packing house in the Mexican state of Michoacan. The U.S. Department of Agriculture temporarily suspended inspections of avocados set to be shipped from Mexico, citing security issues for inspectors in Michoacan.




By Danielle Kaye


Jul 03, 2024


Americans have a growing appetite for avocados, and a single state in Mexico supplies nearly all of the fruit eaten in the United States.



This reliance is highlighted when imports are disrupted. The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
recently suspended
 inspections of avocados and mangoes set to be shipped from Mexico, citing security issues for agency workers stationed in Michoacan, a state in western Mexico where criminal groups have sought to infiltrate the thriving avocado industry.



The U.S. ambassador to Mexico 
said
 in late June that inspections would "gradually" resume, and visited Michoacan 
last week
 to meet with state and federal authorities.



Here's what to know about the avocado trade between the United States and Mexico.



Where does the U.S. get its avocados from?



The average American consumes more than eight pounds of avocados per year, roughly triple the amount in the early 2000s, 
according to the U.S.D.A.



Most of that rise in demand has been met by imports. The United States imported a record 2.8 billion pounds of avocados in 2023, accounting for about 90 percent of the fruit supply, up from 40 percent two decades ago. A vast majority of U.S. avocado imports come from Mexico, which has become the 
world's top producer
, largely in response to the pull of rising demand from U.S. consumers. Most of Mexico's avocado production is centered in Michoacan.



California produces about 90 percent of the avocados grown in the United States. But irregular weather patterns linked to climate change, including droughts and wildfires, have put a strain on the state's farms in recent years, further feeding a reliance on imports.



How important are avocado exports for Mexico?



Mexico's avocado exports were worth just over $3 billion last year, with about 80 percent of sales going to the United States. From 2014 to 2023, production of the crop increased by about 75 percent, with avocados becoming Mexico's fourth most valuable agricultural export, behind beer, tequila and berries.



Why are U.S. avocado inspectors in Mexico?



Avocados from Michoacan and the neighboring state of Jalisco can be exported duty-free to the United States. Inspectors employed by a unit of the U.S.D.A. vet producers and packing plants in Mexico as part of a program designed to make sure orchards and other facilities that handle the crops are free of pests and comply with food safety standards.



Last week, the U.S. Embassy in Mexico said two employees of the U.S.D.A.'s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service were assaulted and detained while traveling in Michoacan, where they had been surveying orchards and packing plants. The employees were later released, but the episode led to a temporary halt of inspections of avocados and mangoes destined for the United States. A "satisfactory" proposal on worker safety allowed the inspectors to return to work, Ken Salazar, the U.S. ambassador to Mexico, said on Monday.



How resilient is the avocado supply chain?



Cartels in Michoacan, 
one of Mexico's most violent states
, have sought to reap the benefits of the lucrative avocado trade, leading to threats, abductions and killings. Some Indigenous communities have set up security patrols as a line of defense against criminal groups in the area.



The United States also 
temporarily banned
 avocado imports from Mexico in 2022, after a plant safety inspector in Michoacan received a threatening message.



In 2021, the authorities in Mexico and the United States agreed to allow avocado imports from Jalisco in addition to Michoacan. That helps diversify the sources of avocados, said Luis Ribera, a professor of international trade at Texas A&M University, but the heavy reliance on Michoacan means unrest there will continue to affect the reliability of supplies, he added.



"Just doing business in Mexico, you have to account for that," Mr. Ribera said.



Environmental and human rights groups have also warned of widespread and 
accelerating deforestation
 in western Mexico to clear the land for avocado orchards. On top of releasing climate-warming gases, deforestation to expand avocado production, which requires vast amounts of water, has drained aquifers on which many farmers rely.



In the United States, the California Avocado Commission estimated that the state's producers would grow 208 million pounds of avocados in the 2023-24 season, the smallest yield since 2008. Climate change, urban development and high water costs have contributed to a shrinking of the acreage devoted to avocado production in the state's southern counties, which is the lowest it has been since the 1970s.



Emiliano Rodriguez Mega
 contributed reporting.
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Guest Essay



A Dismissed Abortion Case Points to Internal Tensions and Dysfunction at the Supreme Court








By Linda Greenhouse


Jul 03, 2024


Given the breathtaking sweep of the Supreme Court's decisions in the final days of its term, it's easy to overlook a decision that had no sweep at all because it was a decision not to decide.



I'm referring to the court's 
dismissal
 of the case about whether Idaho can violate federal law by barring hospitals from performing emergency abortions for women whose pregnancies present a severe threat not necessarily to their life but to their health, including their future fertility.



Last Thursday, nine weeks after hearing argument, the court dismissed the case as 
"improvidently granted,"
 meaning that the court, upon reflection, should not have accepted the case for review. The litigation in the lower federal courts involved a dispute over Idaho's defiance of that federal law. The case now returns to the lower courts, where it stood before the Supreme Court intervened on the state's behalf.



This unexpected turn obviously pales in significance beside the court's aggressive dismantling of the administrative state and its generous grant of substantial immunity to Donald Trump. Dismissal of a case, which happens maybe once or twice a term, has no formal meaning as a precedent and usually not much meaning at all. But it seems to me that the fate of this particular case, 
Moyle v. United States
, has much to tell us about the Supreme Court at a supremely fraught moment. Its brief life on the court's docket opens a window on the court's internal tensions more revealing than the carefully polished opinions through which the justices usually speak.



In every way that counts, Moyle represents an astonishing institutional failure. Everything about the court's acceptance of the case was irregular from the start. The justices plucked Idaho's appeal off the court's "shadow docket" of cases that don't arrive as ordinary petitions for review but rather as urgent requests for some form of emergency relief. Idaho sought a stay from an 
injunction
 issued by a federal district judge barring the state from applying its recently enacted abortion ban to women with urgent health reasons for terminating a pregnancy.



Idaho's Defense of Life Act permits abortion only to save a woman's life or in cases of rape or incest, while a federal law, the Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act, requires hospitals to provide medically indicated emergency care for any condition, either by treating the patient in the emergency room or by arranging a transfer to another hospital. In those circumstances, the Federal District Court held, the 38-year-old federal law pre-empted Idaho's abortion ban.



The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit refused to lift the district court's injunction but agreed to hear the state's appeal. Then, just weeks before the scheduled hearing, the Supreme Court swooped in, lifted the injunction itself and, bypassing the appeals court, agreed to hear Idaho's case, a procedure known as "certiorari before judgment."



Rule 11 of the Supreme Court's rules provides that certiorari before judgment "will be granted only upon a showing that the case is of such imperative public importance as to justify deviation from normal appellate practice and to require immediate determination in this court." What was the imperative public importance? Idaho told the Supreme Court that the district court had turned the medical treatment law "into a federal super-statute on the issue of abortion, one that strips Idaho of its sovereign interest in protecting innocent human life." The injunction "turns emergency rooms into a federal enclave where state standards of care do not apply," the state said in its 
emergency application
. The Biden administration, which had sued the state for violating the federal law, had seriously misconstrued the law, the state asserted.



This was a sophisticated document, written with the assistance of lawyers for 
Alliance Defending Freedom
, the Christian litigating group that has enjoyed notable success at the Supreme Court and knows just what buttons to push to catch the eye of those justices attentive to the language and goals of the conservative social movement. 
Five votes
 rather than the usual four are needed to grant certiorari before judgment. It's highly likely that it was Justice Samuel Alito, author of the 
Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization decision
 that 18 months earlier had eliminated the constitutional right to abortion, found enough colleagues who read the state's message as he did: that the case was an attempted end run around Dobbs by the Biden administration aided by a liberal judge (Judge B. Lynn Winmill, who issued the injunction, was nominated by President Bill Clinton).



And so, recklessly and prematurely, the court asserted jurisdiction over a case that was still at the beginning of an appellate process that would have provided much-needed clarity about how Idaho's law operated and what the federal government was requiring. It was the absence of such clarity that ultimately proved the case's undoing.



I can't prove that Justice Alito played the leading role in the decision to accept the case, but the evidence for my theory is right there on the face of his opinion dissenting from the dismissal. Joined by Justice Clarence Thomas and in part by Justice Neil Gorsuch, he wrote, "Shortly before Idaho's law took effect, President Biden instructed members of his administration to find ways to limit Dobbs's reach." That is a jarring and highly politicized observation to find in a judicial opinion. His 25-page dissent gives every evidence of having been drafted as a majority opinion, an opinion that failed.



How could that happen, given that he must have had at least four others on board when the court took the case? Part of the answer is that he overreached. The opinion reads as an untamed excursion through Justice Alito's id, with passages that are close to unhinged. Objecting both to the court's dismissal of the case and its decision to restore the injunction blocking Idaho's law, Justice Alito wrote that latter action was "very likely" to "lead to more abortions, including in at least some cases where the fetus is viable." In an opinion with 25 footnotes, he offered no citation or evidence for such an inflammatory statement.



The federal law contains several references to protection for the "unborn child." Read in context, these clearly refer not to abortion but to a hospital's duty to treat a woman in active labor if either she or her unborn child is in "jeopardy." Justice Alito's interpretation of the statute as actually barring abortion defies context to the point of gaslighting. "It goes without saying that aborting an 'unborn child' does not protect it from jeopardy," he wrote. In 
an article
 published in Slate on Tuesday, the legal scholars Reva B. Siegel and Mary Ziegler noted that "in Alito's reading, the statute demonstrates a kind of fetal personhood that renders invisible the personhood of the pregnant patient."



Among the justices who disagreed with him were, significantly, the fellow conservatives Chief Justice John Roberts and Justices Amy Coney Barrett and Brett Kavanaugh. Justice Barrett wrote for all three in providing an explanation for the dismissal. In contrast to an opinion by Justice Elena Kagan, who wrote that the court's intervention in Idaho's case was "never justified," Justice Barrett's tone was apologetic and a bit abashed, befitting one who most likely had voted to hear the case. The decision to take the case was a "miscalculation" that "has proved to be unwise," she wrote, explaining that the case looked different now from how it looked back in January, before the parties filed their briefs and appeared before the court for oral argument. Perhaps the court should have looked more closely before taking the case away from the Ninth Circuit.



Justice Barrett's doubt about proceeding was not a surprise. When the case was 
argued
 in April, she questioned the state's lawyer, Joshua Turner, intensely, at one point telling him that she was "kind of shocked" by his equivocation about under which dire circumstances an Idaho doctor could perform an abortion without facing prosecution. It was as if the implications of the position she had signed up for had just hit her, hard: of women whose pregnancies threatened them with lasting damage being airlifted out of Idaho in order to get the abortions they desperately needed. It would be nice to think that Justice Alito cares as much for women as he does for fetuses. Justice Barrett was his silent partner in Dobbs. Now we're beginning to hear her voice.



When the court dismissed the Idaho case, some on the left 
scoffed
 that the conservative justices may have just wanted to avoid another unpopular abortion decision in an election year. Justice Alito himself seemed to say as much in his dissent, complaining: "Apparently, the court has simply lost the will to decide the easy but emotional and highly politicized question that the case presents." I don't buy it. The visible mishandling of this case was too embarrassing a price to pay for shielding Republican officeholders from abortion backlash.



After a week when the court's conservatives marched in lock step through the major cases on their agenda, it may be folly to posit disarray in their ranks, although the unease is palpable. And with more abortion cases on their way to the court, this case may over time be relegated to a footnote, an odd digression.



But it matters now. It matters that Samuel Alito's abortion obsession may have led him to bend the usual rules and to persuade others to follow. It matters that some of those others jumped off the train. If they learned something along the way, that may offer a shred of hope at the end of this dispiriting Supreme Court term.



Linda Greenhouse, the recipient of a 1998 Pulitzer Prize, reported on the Supreme Court for The Times from 1978 to 2008 and was a contributing Opinion writer from 2009 to 2021.
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Charles M. Blow



Forcing Biden Out Would Have Only One Beneficiary: Trump








By Charles M. Blow


Jul 03, 2024


Joe Biden refuses to drop out of the presidential race even as some liberals, rattled by the incumbent's frightening debate performance last week, keep pressuring him to do so.



Who's surprised by that?



The inertia of a presidential campaign is one of the most powerful forces in politics. Ending one after a party's nomination has been secured is almost unfathomable. The candidate is already strapped to the rocket.



Furthermore, all serious presidential contenders, particularly those who hold or have already held the office -- this year, we have both -- have a God complex. They must. And doubt doesn't exist in the presence of God. There are throngs of advisers, boosters and confidants around Biden to keep that doubt at bay; to introduce it is blasphemy.



Biden can't be forced out of the race; he would have to be persuaded to leave it. And that eventuality, while not impossible, lives next door to "Never!"



And Biden staying the course may be the best course.



The American University historian 
Allan Lichtman
, a prescient predictor of presidential election results, told me on Sunday that pushing Biden out of the race would be a "tragic mistake for the Democrats," because he believes that the president remains his party's best chance at winning the election.



As for the alternatives, Lichtman adds, "It's not as if there's some, you know, J.F.K. out there just waiting to jump on the white horse and save the Democratic Party."



I agree with him: There are no potential replacements that would stand a better chance of defeating Donald Trump than Biden.



Yes, a CNN-SSRS 
poll
 conducted in the days after the debate found that Vice President Kamala Harris performed slightly better than Biden against Trump, within the margin of error but still trailing. (But note that a brand-new Reuters-Ipsos 
poll
 found that only one-third of 
Democrats
 think Biden should exit.)



If Biden were replaced, yes, Harris would be Democrats' safest option. But approval ratings and standings in one poll before she becomes the actual candidate could be a bit of a mirage.



During stretches of Hillary Clinton's time 
in the Senate
 and her tenure 
as secretary of State
 she enjoyed solid approval ratings, but when she ran for president against Trump, her approval numbers gradually diminished.



There were lots of reasons for this, and one of them, I am convinced, is the patriarchal nature of our society. That would likely be revisited for Harris, only this time amplified by patriarchy's twin evil: racism.



Harris is competent and capable, regardless of what her needling detractors suggest, but unfortunately, I do not believe that she is more electable than Biden in the current climate.



Yet if Biden did stand aside and Harris was passed over in favor of another candidate, there would very likely be strong protest from her legions of Democratic supporters, many of them Black women, a voting bloc that is essential to a Democratic victory.



On top of that, a free-for-all selection process would be sheer chaos. Factions would fiercely compete, egos would be bruised and convention delegates would select a candidate, effectively bypassing direct participation by Democratic voters.



This would all play out just a few months before Election Day, and opposition researchers would have a field day vetting the list of probable Democratic alternatives, several of whom are governors with only regional name recognition, increasing the possibility of a devastating October surprise.



To be clear: I'm not saying that Biden should continue to run because an eventual victory is assured. It isn't. He was struggling before the debate kerfuffle and will continue to struggle if he survives it.



Trump's support has gelled while Biden's has frayed. Many Americans haven't felt the benefits of what is a structurally sound Biden economy, and the young, activist portion of the Democratic base is angry about Biden's handling of the war in Gaza.



I, like many others, wish Biden hadn't sought a second term. I wish that the Democratic nominee was a young visionary with verve.



But retrospective wishing is worthless.



Biden is the Democratic candidate. He's the only person standing between us and Trump's destructive, retributive impulses and the ever-increasing latitude that the Supreme Court has granted him.



The fact that an 81-year-old is increasingly showing signs of being an 81-year-old doesn't panic me; what Trump has signaled he'll do with another term does.



There's another way that calls for Biden's withdrawal could backfire on liberals. One of my favorite TV lines comes from Omar on "The Wire," paraphrasing Emerson: "You come at the king, you best not miss." A failed attempt to usurp a man in power risks his vengeance.



But I've been thinking of that line in another way as it relates to Biden. By building a case for Biden's incapacity and his need for capitulation -- without convincing him of the same -- liberals risk further wounding their standard-bearer and increasing the probability of the thing they most desperately seek to avoid: Trump's re-election.



And if Biden should decide to leave the race, as The Times 
reported
 on Wednesday that he is considering, his withdrawal would only add credence to the idea that some Democrats had, in effect, conspired to conceal a disqualifying impairment and only changed course when forced. The taint of this would linger over the party and any replacement candidate.



Instead of clearing the way for victory, liberals may well be paving the way for defeat.
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Guest Essay



Loving America Means Expecting More From It








By Esau McCaulley


Jul 04, 2024


Patriotism did not bring my grandfather to the Army recruiter's office in 1956. Poverty did. A youth spent picking cotton and working odd jobs to help feed his family meant that he was a good way from graduating from high school as his 18th birthday approached. He wanted a better life for himself and saw the Army as a way to make it happen.



He ended up staying three years beyond his initial three-year commitment. A sepia-toned photograph of him in his uniform still hangs proudly in his bedroom in Huntsville, Ala.



For my grandfather, military life was not without challenges. He recalls that he and other Black soldiers were consistently addressed as "boys" until he stood up to his commanding officer and told him that there were nothing but men in their unit. After this tense and even dangerous exchange, the officer addressed them respectfully -- a small triumph that my grandfather never forgot.



I asked him why he continued on and he replied, "I guess I loved America more than I thought. I definitely liked it more than Russia."



The military was the first integrated space he encountered. "We served together, marched together, slept in the same barracks and learned to respect each other," he said. During his six years of service, he finished high school and took extra classes. He returned to civilian life equipped with certifications to be a fireman, a merchant seaman and a bookkeeper. But in Alabama in the 1960s no one would not hire him to do any of those things. His first job was as a janitor.



My grandfather's feelings about America are by turns fond and critical. He loved his unit and the moments when the white men he served with treated him as an equal. He also laments those times when he wasn't, especially in the civilian years that followed. Now, at age 86, he gets animated talking about how he never got to be a fireman.



His story embodies America's great contradiction of being both a land of opportunity and one that hinders it at too many turns.



To my children, he is almost a mythic figure who climbed out of American history books. Despite all that he became -- he opened his own music store in the 1990s -- he cannot help but think he could have been even more.



He is my kids' connection to a past they do not quite understand.



My children are not the only ones who do not know what to do with my grandfather's story or his complex form of patriotism that holds tight to affection despite a deep sense of betrayal.



In this country we have come to see patriotism as a positive account of our history that treads lightly upon the nation's sins. The Fourth of July in particular is a time to wrap ourselves in the flag, grill some meat and run through a playlist of songs with lyrics lauding Americana. Talking about slavery, Jim Crow, economic exploitation and what happened to Black soldiers after they finished their service ruins the vibes.



It costs nothing to sing along to "God Bless America." It requires much more to believe in a place that has failed you.



As an African American who speaks on anti-Black racism, I often hear the refrain, "If you hate America so much, you should leave." But I don't recount my grandfather's story because I hate America. I tell it because to omit stories like his would only hinder us from becoming a better country. On the other side of honesty is the possibility of change. For me, telling the truth is the most hopeful form of patriotism.



Too often we worry that if we tell our children about our complex and sometimes dark history, their response will be debilitating shame. But instead of lying to our youth, we can give them a task that demands the best of them. We can call upon them to close the often-gaping chasm between our ideals and practices. This is the gift the past offers us, a chance to flee old evils and pursue new goods.



It is not enough to imagine ourselves riding down the road with Paul Revere shouting warnings about Redcoats or nestled on the boats preparing to storm the beaches of Normandy. We must note that the liberty Revere helped win was for some Americans, not all. We must recognize that the 
African Americans
 who risked their lives on that beach in France returned to a racially segregated country in which they were the targets of 
lynching
.



This year, my mother's side of the family will host a reunion on July 4 weekend. We will grill and set off fireworks like everyone else. We might even listen to 
Marvin Gaye's
 or 
Whitney Houston's
 rendition of the national anthem while we wait for the meat to finish cooking.



There will also be criticism of this country, especially since it's an election season. That will not be all we have to say. We'll talk about the long journey of 
my family
 from the plantation to the present freedoms we enjoy. That story contains its own mix of tragedy and triumph. We'll speak of my grandfather's service along with that of his father and two of his uncles, all three of which fought in World War II. In my generation, a cousin also served.



These emotions of love, pride and regret can reside in the same heart. It is the truest form of patriotism, a love that isn't complacent, one that demands more than crumbs from justice's table.



Esau McCaulley (
@esaumccaulley
) is a contributing Opinion writer and the author of "
How Far to the Promised Land: One Black Family's Story of Hope and Survival in the American South
" and the children's book "
Andy Johnson and the March for Justice
." He is an associate professor of New Testament and public theology at Wheaton College.
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Nicholas Kristof



How Biden Has Gotten in the Way of Fighting Starvation in Gaza




Palestinians gather to receive food cooked by a charity kitchen in Khan Younis in the southern Gaza Strip.




By Nicholas Kristof


Jul 04, 2024


In responding to the war in Gaza for more than eight months, President Biden has often seemed weak -- upset over the humanitarian toll but not acting firmly to reduce it.



But in one case, Biden was uncharacteristically decisive: After Israel alleged involvement in terrorism by staff members of the United Nations agency at the center of efforts to avert starvation in Gaza, Biden swiftly suspended funding for the agency. Congress then extended the funding freeze.



Yet it now appears that Biden blew it, for the factual basis behind accusations against the agency has proved elusive. It pains me that in a misguided effort to impose accountability, the United States instead appears to have layered additional misery on hungry people.



Far-right Israeli politicians are pushing to abolish the agency in question, UNRWA, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees, which provides schools, clinics and other services in the region. A bill in the Israeli Parliament that would ban UNRWA as a terrorist organization easily 
passed
 a first reading, leading to international condemnation. Doctors Without Borders 
called
 the move "an outrageous attack on humanitarian assistance," and the European Union 
described
 UNRWA as "crucial and irreplaceable."



I spent a day in the West Bank with an UNRWA team, largely in the Jalazone refugee camp, and it's clear that the agency provides critical health and education services -- and is embattled.




Palestinian medical staff members welcome a patient and her son at a clinic run by the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees at the Jalazone refugee camp.




"UNRWA is staggering under the weight of relentless attacks," 
said
 Philippe Lazzarini, the Swiss Italian humanitarian who leads the agency. He warned that it may "crumble" in ways that "sow the seeds of hatred, resentment and future conflict."



The ground around the U.N. agency's headquarters in East Jerusalem is charred where violent Israeli protesters attacked the compound and 
twice set it on fire
. During the arson attacks, a crowd 
chanted
 in Hebrew, "Let the U.N. burn."



While I was in an UNRWA vehicle, we were turned back at an Israeli checkpoint as other vehicles were allowed through. Israel has delayed visas for UNRWA officials, in effect blocking them from their work. Most tragically, nearly 200 UNRWA aid workers have been killed by bombings and shootings in Gaza.



Israel has long been hostile to UNRWA, but 
accusations
 rose to a new level after the Hamas terrorist attack on Oct. 7.



"UNRWA is Hamas with a face-lift," 
alleged
 Israel's defense minister, Yoav Gallant.



In January, Israeli officials claimed that 12 of the agency's 30,000 employees participated in the brutal Oct. 7 attack on Israel. UNRWA acted responsibly: It 
terminated
 10 of the accused employees (the two others were dead), called for independent investigations and repeated its "condemnation in the strongest possible terms of the abhorrent attacks of Oct. 7."



Israel made other accusations, including that about 10 percent of the 13,000 UNRWA employees in Gaza are Hamas members and that UNRWA schools incite hatred. "UNRWA in Gaza is beyond repair," the Israeli government 
alleged
 in one of its broadsides.



Since then, two independent investigations have been undertaken, and they suggest a pattern of Israel's making wild accusations against UNRWA and failing to back them with significant evidence. One investigation, led by a former French foreign minister, recommended reforms but 
exonerated
 UNRWA of allegations that it was complicit with Hamas; it added that "UNRWA is irreplaceable and indispensable" and "pivotal in providing lifesaving humanitarian aid."



The other investigation has looked at the 12 employees who supposedly had joined the terrorist attack; it 
found
 there was insufficient evidence against four of them and is still investigating the eight others, plus six more who have been accused since.



Investigators have noted that the U.N. 
provides lists
 of all its employees in Gaza to Israel. If U.N. background checks failed to detect Hamas extremists, Israeli intelligence also missed them.



One senior UNRWA figure definitely has military ties, but these aren't with Hamas: The Gaza director of UNRWA is 
Scott Anderson
, an American who retired from the U.S. Army after a 21-year career.



In my visits to the West Bank and Gaza over the years, UNRWA has seemed to me a force for reducing unrest, not inflaming it. Its schools are one reason Palestinians are relatively well educated in the Arab world. Its programs empower women, and its payroll helps keep the Palestinian economy afloat.




A Palestinian girl at the reception window at a UNRWA-run clinic at the Jalazone camp.




"UNRWA helps financially, gives education and medicines and makes an area more stable," Manar Bsharat, an UNRWA coordinator in the Jalazone refugee camp told me on this visit. She added, "If we didn't have UNRWA schools, it would be a nightmare for everyone."



In an enormously polarized region, with a staff that is overwhelmingly Palestinian, UNRWA has tried to uphold principles of neutrality. Even UNRWA sanitation employees told me that they took seriously instructions not to publicly comment about politics even on their own Facebook pages.



Given that UNRWA seems to be a force for stability, it's hard to see the Israeli campaign against it as anything but one more effort to silence voices for Palestinians. That's how 
Lazzarini
 sees the campaign against the organization he runs.



"Ultimately, there is a political objective to strip the Palestinians of their refugee status, to weaken their further aspirations for self-determination," he told me. "It's also a way to undermine the two-state political solution."



It's difficult for humanitarian organizations to navigate in places like Hamas-run Gaza, and over the years I've seen similar challenges in North Korea, Sudan, Ethiopia, South Sudan and Congo. There's a legitimate problem of malefactors exploiting humanitarian efforts.



Likewise, it's worth asking pointed questions about UNRWA: Does it make sense to have a separate agency supporting Palestinian refugees when there is also a United Nations Refugee Agency supporting everyone else? Should an agency created on a temporary basis 75 years ago exist indefinitely to serve descendants of refugees? Is this favoritism for one set of displaced people, Palestinians, when others from Sudan, South Sudan or Eritrea are sometimes even worse off?



But the campaign of harassment by Israel's far right against UNRWA doesn't settle for honest questions. Israel should either release evidence of misconduct or move on.



It's perhaps understandable that Israelis, traumatized by the Oct. 7 terrorist attack, would aim to destroy a U.N. agency serving Palestinians. But that would help neither Israel nor anyone else, and the United States' defunding of UNRWA exacerbates the humanitarian crisis in the occupied territories.



So Biden should acknowledge his misstep. As 
famine threatens Gaza
, the United States should be backing the agency at the center of efforts to fight starvation, not undermining it.



The Times is committed to publishing 
a diversity of letters
 to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some 
tips
. And here's our email: 
letters@nytimes.com
.



Follow the New York Times Opinion section on 
Facebook
, 
Instagram
, 
TikTok
, 
WhatsApp
, 
X
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Threads
.
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letters



If Biden Doesn't Run, Nominate ...



Readers' suggestions include Kamala Harris, Cory Booker, Chuck Schumer, Joe Manchin, Al Gore and Andy Beshear.







Jul 03, 2024


To the Editor:



It pains me to agree with "
To Serve His Country, President Biden Should Leave the Race
" (editorial, June 30), but even more painful is the reality that President Biden may need to take matters one step further and resign the presidency right now, and allow Kamala Harris to run for president as an incumbent.



An advantage of a long primary season is the time afforded to coalesce around the eventual nominee. But Mr. Biden's mere removal of himself from the campaign, presumably leaving the choice of a nominee to an open convention, would deny to the Democratic Party time to heal from being forced to choose among 
Kamala Harris, Gavin Newsom, Gretchen Whitmer, Josh Shapiro
 or whomever.



Worse yet, underlying policy disputes within the party involving Israel, immigration and technology issues could cleave the party in more ways than can be imagined and lead to chaos at the convention. The danger of self-inflicted damage to the party cannot be ignored.



Four years ago, the Democratic Party determined that Kamala Harris would be a worthy successor to Mr. Biden. As president, she would bring energy and enthusiasm, which the 2024 campaign has been wholly lacking. By resigning now, Mr. Biden would permit the Democratic Party to unite behind a candidate who can start at once on the essential task of defeating his predecessor.



Samuel E. Kramer
New York



To the Editor:



Now that The Times's editorial board and others have openly called for Joe Biden to step aside as the Democratic nominee for president, it's time for us to start considering who might be the galvanizing candidate who can inspire the American electorate.



I would suggest 
Cory Booker
 as the only possible candidate of national stature who offers a fresh, inspiring energy and perspective.



The greatest malaise our country faces right now is our division and intolerance of differing points of view. Donald Trump has cultivated and capitalized on that division and will give us more of the same if given a second term.



Mr. Biden has been a competent president, but he's failed to offer us a way forward that inspires and unites us. For that we need someone who understands politics as it's practiced but who consistently champions our better angels.



Cory Booker has consistently been that person. Listen to 
his remarks eight years ago
 at the Democratic National Convention, where love, unity, humility and gratitude are at the core of his message. More than anyone else currently on the national stage, Cory Booker is the person to lead us to a united nation in November.



Sara Gorham
Hailey, Idaho



To the Editor:



A lifelong Democrat, I love President Biden's accomplishments. But after his debate performance, he cemented the "too old" moniker to everyone watching. With Kamala Harris as unpopular as Joe, a change in the ticket is mandatory.



A lineup of 
Josh Shapiro/Gretchen Whitmer
 would rule the day. Both are popular governors in battleground states (Pennsylvania and Michigan), states the Democrats must win. They are young, bright and articulate and would capture the missing youth vote. They would not be weighed down by Mr. Biden's negatives.



The age question would be reversed as the old felon would now be the old candidate. Donors would return. The House and the Senate would be very much in play. It would invigorate the party. To get there, Democratic leaders must listen to their base and their donors. It isn't about Joe and Kamala; it is about our country and our democracy.



Drew Leavens
Poway, Calif.



To the Editor:



The names arising to replace President Biden are the usual politicians, none of whom fit the moment. Our greatest problems are international, and we desperately need someone with especially strong experience in international affairs.



One such person is 
Susan Rice
, who served as national security adviser and was U.S. ambassador to the United Nations. Another is 
Rahm Emanuel
, who is now ambassador to Japan, but who, of course, has White House experience too as chief of staff under Barack Obama. East Asia is at the center of a lot of our tensions, so he is good for the job.



Domestic affairs are important, yes, but it is internationally where we especially need strong leadership.



David Soderblom
Baltimore



To the Editor:



Joe Biden is president right now because in 2020 the fractious left could not rally behind any of the younger alternatives, a bench overflowing with vision and talent. What on earth makes The Times's editorial board think that we are capable of unifying now? Read your own paper's columns.



There is no consensus even among you about who might emerge to take on the mantle of nominee. Read your own news pages. Do you not see the left eating our own with ideological purity tests and circular firing squads?



The question is not whether Mr. Biden is too mature, in years, to run for president. The question for those who might vote Democratic is: Are we mature enough to look inward, put aside our personal litmus tests, join hands and elect someone else? I fear the answer to that question is a resounding "No."



(Rev.) Elizabeth M. Edman
New York



To the Editor:



I suggest that President Biden release his delegates and the Democrats nominate former Vice President 
Al Gore
. He will appeal to younger voters because of his early attention to climate change. He actually won the popular vote for president in 2000, and he has experience. It will be hard for the Republicans to attack him when he hasn't been on the political radar for 24 years.



Rather than see current Democratic leaders attack one another should President Biden decide to withdraw from the race, Mr. Gore could run as a one-term presidential nominee coming out of political retirement to save the country.



Liz Wolf-Spada
Wrightwood, Calif.



To the Editor:



Andy Beshear
! He's a Democratic governor in Kentucky, a very Republican state. During Covid, every evening he reported to the people of Kentucky. He was honest and reassuring. He was transparent and comforting. He is trusted by both Democrats and Republicans.



Andy Beshear is young -- 46 -- savvy and soulful. Both President Biden and Mr. Beshear are men of honor. My hope is that Mr. Biden decides not to run and that he gives Mr. Beshear his blessing.



Jennifer Smith
Maysville, Ky.



To the Editor:



Those who are so worried about angering Black voters by passing over Kamala Harris are being patronizing in their assumptions. Black Democrats understand polls too, and can see that she is underwater (for whatever reasons, it doesn't matter), and that in this emergent crisis we need to support the most electable ticket.



It's time for the Democratic Party to stop assuming that identity is supreme for voters -- it is demeaning and elitist. But just to make everyone happy, here is a scenario: Nominate 
Gavin Newsom
 from California, which immediately disqualifies Ms. Harris (also from California). Then, publicly announce that Ms. Harris will replace Merrick Garland as attorney general -- a job for which she has ample experience.



Steven Huang
Sharon, Conn.



To the Editor:



Here is a face-saving way out for President Biden: He announces that he is releasing all his convention delegates to vote for anyone they wish. Nevertheless, he says he is not withdrawing -- he still considers himself a candidate and would like to be nominated. This would open the convention to choose another candidate or to stick with Mr. Biden.



If he wins the nomination he can say that he gave an open convention a chance to choose someone else. If he loses he can say he didn't give up. He just let the convention decide. He did what was best for the party and the country. A noble exit.



Jerry Johnson
Reno, Nev.



To the Editor:



I agree with Bret Stephens about "
The 'Bad Debate' Nonsense
" (The Point, nytimes.com, June 30). Joe Biden has been a very successful president, whom I have admired and supported. However, there does appear to be cognitive decline (not just flubbing a debate), which will only worsen in the next few years if he is re-elected to the most demanding job in the world.



There is much angst about who could replace him, who is known and ready. Mr. Biden must first decide to step down of his own accord or there will be a serious backlash. A strong contender who could likely get a consensus behind him and rise to the job of the campaign and the presidency quickly is Senator 
Chuck Schumer
.



He has deep experience and knowledge of domestic and foreign policy, is well respected and is a compelling speaker who would forcefully take on Donald Trump. A strong vice-presidential contender would be Gretchen Whitmer -- well liked and an articulate and effective leader. (She could also help deliver Michigan.)



Most important, they could win ... and save the country, the world and the planet from the devastating threat of Donald Trump.



Sally Jorgensen
Santa Cruz, Calif.



To the Editor:



As a lifelong liberal it pains me to say it, but only a conservative can defeat the MAGA threat. 
Joe Manchin
,
 
though now an independent, is the Democratic Party's best, perhaps only, choice to stop Donald Trump. Other options like Michelle Obama, Gavin Newsom and Kamala Harris are simply unelectable; they are red meat to the MAGA spin machine. And none of the other qualified Democratic elected officials have name recognition sufficient to sway swing voters.



Bottom line: Without making a hard choice we liberals -- and Democrats at large -- are acquiescing to a second Trump term.



Joe Manchin's voting record, while to the right of the liberal ideal, still aligns with Democratic principles. His independent label and maverick reputation resonate with swing voters. He'll even earn Republican votes from the millions of mainstream party members disgusted by Mr. Trump's alley cat morals.



I'm a liberal Democrat. But right now being a patriotic American is more important. Mr. Manchin is the only one we can field who will defeat Mr. Trump and stop this MAGA craziness. For America's sake let's unify around that in Chicago.



Bruce Stoff
Ithaca, N.Y.



To the Editor:



We all know it's very late to run a selection process for a replacement. My suggestion is to form a bipartisan governing coalition. Democrats and Republicans join together -- 
Gavin Newsom
 and 
Adam Kinzinger
 at the top of the ticket, or something like that. Announce a plan to give major roles to talented people of character, such as Liz Cheney for interior secretary, Kamala Harris for attorney general, Mitt Romney for secretary of state, Wes Moore for education secretary, a large role for Pete Buttigieg ...



Fine to swap the names, but the ethic is a bipartisan coalition to bring trust back to a democracy from beyond the reach of our two damaged parties. The only way to avoid Donald Trump and his disasters is to boldly build a bipartisan path back to effective democracy dedicated to real public service. Lead the way to a conjoined rather than a divided nation.



Ford Goodman
Galena, Nev.



To the Editor:



Re "
There's No Reason to Resign Ourselves to Biden
," by Michelle Goldberg (column, nytimes.com, July 1):



Count me among the people who are grateful to Joe Biden for his years of service to this country and his successes during his presidential term. You can also count me among the people who want to be excited about a candidate. For me, that candidate is 
J.B. Pritzker
.



As governor of Illinois he's enacted gun legislation, balanced budgets, raised the minimum wage, signed reproductive health protections into law and so much more.



Imagine the face-off with Donald Trump: An exceedingly successful international businessman against a corrupt businessman; generous vs. greedy; kind and accepting of differences vs. bully and racist; verbal acuity vs. stunted vocabulary; well read vs. won't read; logical thinker vs. reactive; collaborative and willing to compromise vs. dug in.



He's 59 and in a perfect position to continue Joe Biden's successes and engage with other world leaders. Keep Kamala as V.P. for continuity's sake.



I will vote for Joe Biden if I have to, but it's Mr. Pritzker whom I want to vote for.



Nikki Bender
Wauwatosa, Wis.



Debate Fate



I've read a thousand essays
On Biden's weak debate
And who would best replace him
Before it gets too late.



Some say that V.P. Harris
Should step in Biden's shoes.
She'd conquer Trump in all debates ...
But in November 
lose
.



Others point to Hillary
And say this time she'd win.
We've "
been there, done that.
" Pick again.
The odds she'd win are thin.



And some want Gavin Newsom
To be our new selection.
Would "California coastal cool"
Cost him the election?



Pritzker's rich and likely to
Attract substantial backing,
His record's good, his skills are strong.
Charisma's what he's lacking.



Michigan's a crucial state
That Biden could well lose.
Gretchen Whitmer's on the ball.
Is 
she
 the one to choose?



Michelle Obama, President!?
I think she could achieve it.
But now her life's so glittering
That she won't want to leave it.



America's obsessed with fame,
So Taylor Swift could run!
Her tours are almost like campaigns,
Her rallies would be fun!



OK, when all is said and done,
Should Dems still stick with Joe?
Because he's sometimes vague and muddled,
Alas, the answer's "no."



Erika Fine
Brookline, Mass.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/03/opinion/letters/joe-biden-alternative-candidates.html
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They Came for Spiritual Revival, Only to Be Trapped in a Deadly Panic



Family members streamed to hospitals in the Indian state of Uttar Pradesh to identify loved ones after at least 121 people -- nearly all women -- died in a stampede at a guru's gathering.




Families visited hospitals late into the night to see if their relatives were among the scores killed on Tuesday at a guru's gathering in the northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh.




By Suhasini Raj


Jul 03, 2024


One moment, a crowd of tens of thousands, almost all women, were singing and swaying in devotion to a revered holy man in front of them onstage, all packed under a sprawling tent in northern India.



But as the guru left, people began pushing and shoving to get out from the close quarters and still, stifling heat under the pavilion. Some began falling, onto the muddy field underneath or into an adjacent ditch. There was panic and screaming. Bodies piled on top of each other everywhere.



By nightfall on Tuesday, 
the toll of the tragedy
 in Hathras district, in the state of Uttar Pradesh, was devastating: at least 121 people, mostly from poor communities, were dead. Dozens were injured.



For the families, the search for the remains of their loved ones brought them to several hospitals and stretched on past midnight.



At the Bagla Combined District Hospital, where 34 victims were taken, the dead bodies lay on melting slabs of ice that lined the corridor. Faces bore the marks of the ghastly stampede from the afternoon -- a blob of mud hanging from hair, dried trickles of blood on skin. The corridor's green carpet was drenched with slush and mud from the shoes and slippers of distraught relatives.




Grim vigils took place outside Bagla Combined District Hospital, where many of the victims were taken. 




Outside, on the veranda, dozens more slabs of ice were stacked. Ambulances brought in a steady stream of the deceased. A policeman went from body to body, accompanied by relatives, as he jotted details in a red diary. In the early hours of the morning, hospital staff started sanitizing the space, sweeping the melting ice and washing the floors, ahead of V.I.P. visits. "Sprinkle more phenyl," one official commanded, referring to the floor-cleaning liquid.



A husband, crouched on the wet floor next to his wife's body, banged his head against the corridor wall. A grandfather clutched at the tiny fingers of his only grandchild. A son stooped over in examination, trying to find his mother's body.



The hospital's eerie silence was frequently broken by piercing cries of grief as a victim was recognized.



The holy man -- whose real name is Suraj Pal, though he is better known as Narayan Sakar Hari or Bhole Baba -- is a former police officer who took early retirement and then fashioned himself as a spiritual guru and began drawing huge crowds.



Villagers said he had become an icon for women of the Dalit community, at the bottom of India's rigid caste system, who have historically been marginalized as "untouchables" and denied access to temples. He often dresses in white suits with colorful ties, and he and his wife sit on thrones during their sermons onstage. He has built several ashrams, or spiritual centers, in other areas near Hathras, and his following extends to other states as well.



The crowd had arrived for Tuesday's meeting in buses, trains and taxis before they streamed to a tent erected on farmland near the highway. They had come from all over the state, some walking from neighboring districts. Some had come alone, others with neighbors, friends, children or grandchildren. It was a congregation they absolutely did not want to miss.



An initial police report, filed late Tuesday, said that organizers had permission for 80,000 attendees, a number far higher than what local police officials earlier said was allowed under the permit. The police report accused the organizers, without naming the guru, of lying about the size of the crowd that had eventually gathered, and officials said three times as many people -- about 250,000 -- had showed up. The police also accused the organizers of trying to hide evidence "by throwing the clothes, shoes, slippers and other things into the crop fields."



The police report said the stampede had started after the guru left, as devotees "rushed to collect dirt from the path on which his car passed." Event volunteers used sticks and force to try to hold back the crowd, but pressure kept building, and the stampede broke out.



Hans Kumari, 40, had arrived in a taxi with 10 other women for the gathering. She had begun following Bhole Baba in the hope of receiving a cure for her chronic health issues: pain in her knees and trouble sleeping. Some women in the village had told her the holy man could help, so she started going to his meetings regularly.




Hans Kumari, lying down in blue, was injured at the religious event but survived. She said she made it out of the crowd by keeping "my head down and hands outstretched to keep cutting through."




"Yesterday we got here early to get a good spot to sit," she said.



Ms. Kumari said a commotion had started after Bhole Baba finished his sermon, left the stage and was driven away in a vehicle.



"People started running like crazy. It was mostly women," she said. "I slipped in a ditch and waded over what looked like a bed of dead bodies. I could see two dead women and a child below my feet. Body upon body."



Ms. Kumari said she made it out, with bruises on her skull and all over her body, by keeping "my head down and hands outstretched to keep cutting through."



Others weren't so lucky.



"The bus carrying the devotees was back in the village. My mother was not on it," said Bunty Kumar, 29, disheveled and teary-eyed after she arrived at the government hospital. "We finally found a picture of her laid on an ice slab on the internet. That's when we realized she was dead."



Saudan Singh, 62, a farmer, sat quietly next to the body of his only grandchild, Rehanshu, 2, who was laid out on a slab of ice, his short hair shooting out in all directions. A portion of his yellow T-shirt peeked out from below a white sheet. His father was too distraught to be able to come to identify his body.




Saudan Singh grieved the death of his 2-year-old grandson, Rehanshu. 




Mr. Singh said Rehanshu had come on a bus with his mother, who was a devotee and frequently attended the spiritual revivals. He lost both of them.



"He came with his mother on a bus," Mr. Singh said. "She had attended many of his sermons earlier. I had also attended some. He teaches us about brotherhood, humanity, peace and love."



His grief was palpable as he described his love for the mischievous child. "My grandson called me 'baba,'" he said. "He demanded sweets, bananas and biscuits of me."



Mujib Mashal
 and 
Hari Kumar
 contributed reporting from New Delhi.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/03/world/asia/india-stampede-deaths.html
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U.S. Allies See a Worrisome Turn in Presidential Immunity Ruling



Legal experts say the U.S. Supreme Court ruling pushes past most of the norms in effect among American allies, adding more concern about the reliability of U.S. power.




The United States Supreme Court granted an unprecedented expansion of executive power, worrying the country's allies.




By Motoko Rich


Jul 03, 2024


Allies of the United States had already been looking at the country's upcoming election with anxiety. Now, with the United States Supreme Court 
granting
 an unprecedented 
expansion
 of executive power by giving presidents legal immunity, analysts in some of those countries are even more concerned about the reliability of American power.



Across Asia and Europe, where allied leaders have grown accustomed to dealing with threats from authoritarian leaders in Russia, North Korea and China, the idea that they might also have to deal with an unfettered American president is an unsettling prospect.



"If the U.S. president is free from the restrictions of criminal law, if he has that level of criminal immunity, the other leaders of the allied nations cannot trust the U.S.," said 
Keigo Komamura
, a professor of law at Keio University in Tokyo. "We cannot maintain a stable national security relationship."



Mr. Komamura added that the Supreme Court's decision now gave the perception of an American president who can operate above the law. "This may be rude to the U.S., but it is not that different from Xi Jinping in China," he said. "The rule of law has become the rule of power."



Though some give limited immunity to leaders while in office, Japan, South Korea, Australia and Great Britain -- among the United States' closest allies in the world -- offer nothing like the sweeping protections the Supreme Court appears to have granted in its ruling this week.



The court's decision to give the president immunity from criminal prosecution for official conduct -- which was itself vaguely defined by the court -- was "out of line with global norms," said 
Rosalind Dixon
, a professor of law at the University of New South Wales in Sydney. "I think that what is occurring in the United States in terms of the court's ruling and the presidential election should be of grave concern to all of America's allies."



In South Korea, political leaders essentially have no legal protections from criminal prosecution once they are out of office -- and the president is limited to a single term. Four of the past eight former presidents have been convicted and 
imprisoned
 after leaving office for corruption and other crimes they committed before and while they were in office.




Ousted South Korean leader Park Geun-hye arriving in court in Seoul in 2017.




"I think many Koreans are proud of the fact that no one is above the law, even the president," said 
Ramon Pacheco Pardo
, a professor of international relations at King's College London and the chair of Korean studies at the Brussels School of Governance at Vrije Universiteit. "But in the U.S., it appears that presidents are created differently from the rest of the people."



Still, the frequency of criminal indictments of officials in South Korea has contributed to increasing 
political polarization
, with some supporting the punishments as acts of justice and others viewing them as little more than political revenge orchestrated by a new president.



While in office, presidents of South Korea have immunity from criminal indictment except in cases of "insurrection or treason." Such a clause was pointedly not included in the U.S. Supreme Court's decision, which ruled that former President Donald J. Trump is entitled to immunity from prosecution on charges that he tried to overturn the result of the 2020 presidential election.



In Japan, the 
Constitution
 grants all members of the Diet, as Japan's Parliament is known, immunity from arrest while in office, but not from criminal prosecution, Mr. Komamura said. The prime minister, who must be a member of Parliament, is covered under this clause.



One of the biggest scandals of the 1970s in Japan was when former Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka was indicted on 
bribery charges
 for having accepted $1.6 million from Lockheed to arrange the purchase of aircraft by All Nippon Airways, Japan's largest airline.



Even in countries where there is some immunity for political leaders, it is usually more narrowly defined. In the United Kingdom, where members of Parliament broadly enjoy legal protections from prosecution for political speech, they are not immune from the criminal laws that govern the public.



The 
police fined
 former Prime Minister Boris Johnson, for example, while he was still in office for attending a lockdown party at Downing Street that broke coronavirus laws that his own cabinet had instituted during the pandemic.




The Supreme Court's decision ruled that former President Donald J. Trump is entitled to immunity from prosecution on charges that he tried to overturn the result of the 2020 presidential election.




Even where legal immunity is more strictly defined, though, the laws may not be as big a factor as political culture.



In Malaysia, although executive immunity is not as sweeping as the U.S. Supreme Court just granted to presidents, a culture of impunity has meant that few leaders are taken to court despite widespread corruption.



For years, former Prime Minister Najib Razak 
escaped a criminal conviction for a multibillion-dollar corruption scanda
l because of his control of the country's courts and media.



After the opposition came to power in 2018, he was found 
guilty
 in 2020 on seven corruption counts and sentenced to up to 12 years in prison. Earlier this year, however, his sentence was 
halved
, and his fine was cut to a quarter of the original amount by the country's pardon board. There has been widespread speculation that he was about to receive royal clemency from the king.



"Maybe Trump can get a royal pardon like his good friend Najib in Malaysia," posted one X user on Monday.



Whether legal prosecutions can derail politicians determined to stay in office is another question.



In Israel, all members of Parliament, including the prime minister, are subject to absolute immunity from prosecution of acts committed while performing their official duties. It is a protection not unlike that defined by the U.S. Supreme Court ruling.



That has not prevented prosecutions. Although Israel's prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, was 
indicted
 on charges of bribery, fraud and breach of trust nearly five years ago, he has maneuvered tenaciously to stay in office. Before the war in Gaza, Mr. Netanyahu, whose corruption trial is ongoing, tried to 
expand his powers over the country's courts, triggering mass protests in Israel
.



In all that, he has departed from the precedent set by a predecessor, Ehud Olmert, who 
stepped down
 when he was mired in corruption investigations.




A march from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem to protest the government's judicial overhaul bill in Israel last year.




Adam Shinar
, a professor of law at Reichman University in Tel Aviv, said that the Supreme Court's ruling basically introduced in the United States the same kind of immunity that Israeli leaders have had since 1951. But he said that American presidents have enjoyed de facto immunity for decades.



"Nobody has ever talked about prosecuting them for things after they left office," said Mr. Shinar. The closest anyone came was discussions about whether Richard Nixon would be prosecuted for the Watergate scandal, but his successor, Gerald Ford, pardoned him before any trial could take place.



The new U.S. court ruling has taken on particular urgency abroad in large part because of the prospect that Mr. Trump could again become president.



Mr. Shinar said that because of Mr. Trump's disregard for legal or political norms, and the widening political divide and basic distrust in American government, the reaction to the Supreme Court's ruling is more dramatic than it might have been in another era.



"If this decision came down in the 1950s with Eisenhower as president, would we be as concerned or as outraged? Maybe not," he said. "If we don't trust our politicians to do good things anymore, then we need other things to step in, for example the criminal justice system."



He added: "But if we have declining trust in our political institutions at the same time that there is growing immunity for our politicians, there's a problem with that."



Choe Sang-Hun
 contributed reporting from Seoul, and 
Tashny Sukumaran
 from Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
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An Israeli air base is a source of GPS 'spoofing' attacks, researchers say.




Researchers at the University of Texas at Austin found that one major source of spoofing is an Israeli air base. Spoofing can disrupt missiles but affects commercial flights too.




By Selam Gebrekidan


Jul 03, 2024


Researchers at the University of Texas at Austin have identified an Israeli air base as a key source of GPS attacks that have disrupted civilian airline navigation in the Middle East.



The attacks, known as spoofing, 
send out manipulated GPS signals
 that make airplane instruments misread their location.



The researchers, Todd Humphreys and Zach Clements, said they are "highly confident" that the spoofing attacks originated from Ein Shemer Airfield in northern Israel. The Israeli military declined to comment on Tuesday.



The researchers used data that was emitted by the spoofer and picked up by satellites in low-Earth orbit to determine its location. They then confirmed their calculations using data they collected on the ground in Israel.



Spoofing, along with GPS jamming, has sharply risen over the last three years, particularly near war zones in Ukraine and Gaza, where militaries interfere with navigation signals to thwart missile and drone attacks.



The Middle East has emerged as a spoofing hot spot. The University of Texas researchers did not say how many spoofing attacks they had linked to the military base, but a separate analysis estimated that more than 50,000 flights have been spoofed in the region this year.



The attacks have made pilots think that they were above airports in Beirut or Cairo when they were not, according to researchers at SkAI Data Services and the Zurich University of Applied Sciences, 
who analyzed data
 from the OpenSky Network.



Swiss International Air Lines say their flights are spoofed almost every day over the Middle East.



Separately, Estonia and other Baltic nations have blamed Russia for disrupting signals in their airspaces. In April, Finnair temporarily suspended flights to an Estonian airport after turning back two flights because of severe GPS jamming.



The attacks now cover large swaths of the globe far from any battlefield.



In addition to causing navigation confusion, spoofing can trigger false alerts that airplanes are too close to the ground. But the attacks have not yet made flying dangerous because pilots can use alternative navigation methods.



"Losing GPS is not going to cause airplanes to fall out of the sky," said Jeremy Benington, vice president of Spirent Communications, which provides testing for global navigation systems. "But I also don't want to deny the fact that we are removing layers of safety."
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Israel Kills a Top Commander of Hezbollah, Which Replies With a Rocket Barrage



The escalation in violence across the border of Israel and Lebanon came as Western diplomats tried to head off a full-fledged war there.




Hezbollah said it had fired 100 rockets at military targets over the border with Israel as part of an "initial response" to the drone strike that killed a top commander.




By Euan Ward and Thomas Fuller


Jul 03, 2024


Israeli forces killed a senior Hezbollah commander on Wednesday in a drone strike in southern Lebanon, prompting the Lebanese militia to retaliate with a heavy rocket barrage across the border.



The flare-up came as Western diplomats worked to avoid a full-scale war between Israel and Hezbollah, a danger that appears to have grown in recent weeks. Cross-border exchanges of fire have intensified, and Israeli officials have publicly spoken of shifting their military focus from Hamas in the Gaza Strip to Hezbollah, a far more advanced and potent threat.



Amos Hochstein, a senior White House adviser who has become the de facto U.S. envoy in tamping down the Israel-Hezbollah conflict, conferred on Wednesday with French officials in Paris to discuss how to defuse the rising tensions. Jean-Yves Le Drian, President Emmanuel Macron's special envoy to Lebanon, was among the people with whom he met, according to a person close to the talks, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomacy.



The Israeli military said its drone strike had killed Mohammad Naameh Nasser, also known as Abu Naameh, who was among the highest-ranking Hezbollah fighters to die in nearly nine months of conflict, according to a senior Lebanese intelligence official, who requested anonymity to discuss the sensitive issue. He said Mr. Nasser had led Hezbollah's Aziz unit, one of the group's main fighting forces along the Lebanese border.



Hezbollah confirmed his death, and though it did not explicitly say how he had died, the group said it had fired 100 rockets at military targets over the border as part of an "initial response," setting off sirens in communities across northern Israel. The Israeli military said that most of that barrage had fallen in open areas, but Hezbollah continued to claim retaliatory attacks into the evening.




A photograph released by Hezbollah media of Mohammad Naameh Nasser.




In solidarity with Hamas, Hezbollah, which is closely tied to Iran, has greatly increased the pace of its periodic attacks on northern Israel since the war in Gaza began in October. Israel has retaliated with strikes in Lebanon.



The killing of Mr. Naameh in a drone strike in the Tyre area on the western coast was the latest in a string of 
Israeli assassinations
 of Hezbollah commanders in Lebanon. 
One
 last month led to an 
escalation
 in the fighting that the Biden administration has since struggled to contain. With tensions already high, analysts and Western diplomats have warned that the tit-for-tat strikes could lead to further escalation.



Amal Saad, a lecturer at Cardiff University who researches Hezbollah, said that the powerful militia would not allow itself to be dragged into an all-out war over the killing, but that 
recent threats by Israeli officials
 would not deter Hezbollah from responding with strength.



"I don't think Hezbollah will downplay this," Ms. Saad said, adding that the rocket barrage was only "a small teaser of what is to come."



The conflict between Israel and Hezbollah has so far remained fairly contained, but the fighting has already displaced more than 150,000 people on both sides of the border. If a full-scale war were to break out, analysts said, it would very likely prove catastrophic, leaving swaths of Lebanon in ruins, prompting Hezbollah to unleash its arsenal of precision-guided missiles on cities across Israel, and potentially setting off a wider regional war involving Iran. Israel's military leadership is 
seeking a cease-fire with Hamas
 in case a larger war breaks out in Lebanon, according to Israeli security officials.



U.S. officials have worked for months to prevent a war between Israel and Hezbollah. On Monday, Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken said that Israel "has effectively lost sovereignty" near the border with Lebanon because Hezbollah attacks launched from across the border had driven much of the population from their homes. Some 60,000 Israelis have fled the area, many of whom have been living in Tel Aviv hotels for the past nine months.




Israeli army patrolling near the Israel-Lebanon border in northern Israel on Monday.




In his remarks on Monday, Mr. Blinken noted that Hezbollah had said that if a cease-fire were reached in Gaza, it would stop firing into Israel. That "underscores why a cease-fire in Gaza is so critical," he said.



The cease-fire talks have been deadlocked since June, but officials said Wednesday that mediators were working to revive them, focusing on terms based on a proposal backed by the United Nations and the United States.



For months, Israel and Hamas, which do not talk directly with each other, have negotiated through mediators, including Qatar and Egypt, over a potential deal for a three-stage truce in Gaza and the release of the remaining 120 living and dead hostages held there. However, wide gaps remained on key issues.



Last Tuesday, Qatar sent Hamas new potential amendments to the proposed deal in an effort to win over its support, according to two senior officials from different countries involved in the negotiations, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive talks.



The main stumbling blocks remain: Hamas, which controlled Gaza before the conflict, wants an end to the war and a full withdrawal of Israeli forces, while Israel has vowed to keep fighting until Hamas is destroyed and seeks control over postwar security in Gaza.




A Palestinian man carrying a child after an Israeli strike near a U.N.-run school sheltering displaced people in Khan Younis, Gaza, on Wednesday.




Current and former security officials in Israel say the country's top generals want to start a cease-fire in Gaza even if it keeps Hamas in power for the time being. Israel's generals see their forces being stretched thin, in both soldiers and munitions, as the war drags on. They believe the military needs time to recuperate in case a ground war with Hezbollah breaks out, 
the officials said
.



Israel's defense minister, Yoav Gallant, said on Wednesday that Israeli forces were prepared to take any action necessary against Hezbollah, but that they preferred a diplomatic settlement.



"We are striking Hezbollah very hard every day and we will also reach a state of full readiness to take any action required in Lebanon, or to reach an arrangement from a position of strength," said Mr. Gallant, according to a statement from his office.



"We prefer an arrangement, but if reality forces us we will know how to fight," he added.



Michael Crowley
, 
Ronen Bergman
, 
Aaron Boxerman
, 
Patrick Kingsley
 and 
Johnatan Reiss
 contributed reporting.
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Iran's Runoff Election: What to Know



Two candidates from opposite camps will compete for the presidency after no one garnered the number of votes needed last week to win.




A billboard in Tehran featuring pictures of the reformist candidate Dr. Masoud Pezeshkian, left, and the ultraconservative Saeed Jalili.




By Eve Sampson


Jul 03, 2024


Two candidates, a reformist and an ultraconservative, will face off in Iran's runoff presidential election on Friday, amid record-low voter turnout and overarching apathy that meaningful change could happen through the ballot box.



The runoff election follows a special vote held after President Ebrahim Raisi's death in a helicopter crash in May.



What happened in Iran's first-round vote?



About 40 percent of voters, a record low, 
went to the polls last Friday,
 and none of the four candidates on the ballot garnered the 50 percent of votes needed to win the election.



The reformist candidate, Dr. Masoud Pezeshkian, a former health minister, and Saeed Jalili, an ultra-hard-liner and former nuclear negotiator, received the most votes, sending the election into a runoff round on Friday.



The runoff may have a slightly larger turnout. Some Iranians said on social media that they feared Mr. Jalili's hard-line policies and would vote for Dr. Pezeshkian. Polls show that about half of the votes for Mr. Jalili's conservative rival in the first round, Mohammad Baqer Ghalibaf, have been redirected to Dr. Pezeshkian.




Voters at a polling station set up inside a mosque last week in Tehran.




Who are the two candidates in the runoff?



Experts said Dr. Pezeshkian would most likely increase voter turnout among reformist party supporters and people who boycotted the parliamentary elections in March and the presidential election in 2021. Dr. Pezeshkian has said he would engage with the West in nuclear negotiations to lift the tough economic sanctions that are plaguing Iran's economy.



On the other hand, Mr. Jalili has a much tougher position on negotiations and has said in debates that he plans to defeat sanctions and strengthen economic ties with other countries.



Iran's nuclear policies and major state policies are decided by the supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. He has given the greenlight for the government to engage indirectly with the United States to lift sanctions. Those negotiations are likely to continue regardless of who is the president.




Voters outside a mosque last week in Tehran.




Will Iranians show up to vote?



Though Iranians have historically been extremely engaged in elections, many have 
refrained
 from voting in recent elections to protest a government they view as inept and out of touch with their demands. Many no longer believe that voting will make a difference in their lives and have called for the end of clerical rule.



Mr. Ghalibaf asked his supporters to vote for Mr. Jalili in the runoff, but many of his supporters, including some of his campaign managers, have defected to Dr. Pezeshkian's camp, saying Mr. Jalili was destructive to Iran's future and would increase tensions domestically and internationally.



Iranians turned out to vote in the presidential election in 2013 for the reformist candidate Hassan Rouhani, whose campaign pledges included a more open country and fewer social restrictions. President Donald J. Trump effectively ended hopes of cooperation in 2018 by withdrawing from a nuclear deal with Iran and reimposing sanctions.



When the conservative Mr. Raisi succeeded Mr. Rouhani, the prospects for improving social freedoms diminished.



Is this election free and fair?



The Guardian Council, a 12-person group of jurists and clerics, has been accused by many human rights organizations of manipulating elections by removing the public's ability to select which candidates run. It whittled a list of 80 candidates down to six for this election, disqualifying seven women, a former president and many government officials.




People watching a televised presidential debate in Valiasr Square in Tehran on Monday.




Why is this election important?



The election is an opportunity for the government to show it can handle a president's unexpected death without falling into disarray amid internal protests against the Islamic Republic and tension with the United States and Israel.



If Mr. Jalili is elected, the government will most likely claim a victory for its brand of ideologically driven politics.



While the supreme leader is the country's ultimate authority and is responsible for foreign policy, the president sets domestic policy and can influence social issues like Iran's 
mandatory hijab law for women
.



Six years after the United States withdrew from its nuclear deal with Iran, the new president's role in the management of the nuclear program is unclear. The issue that has become increasingly pressing for the West as tensions escalate between Israel and Iran.




A market in Tehran. The Iranian economy is a leading issue for voters.




What are the main issues?



The spluttering economy, sanctions led by the United States and women's rights are major issues in this election, as many Iranians have lost trust in a government they believe is incapable of enacting change.



 Sanctions have debilitated the country's already struggling economy. Public frustration has increased as some perceive a disconnect between leaders preaching austerity and modesty while their families spend 
lavishly abroad
.



When will the runoff results be known?



The Interior Ministry announced a runoff election the day after voting ended in the first round. Officials will most likely release at least preliminary results by Saturday.
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With Fists and Knives, Mobs Attack Syrian Refugees in Turkey



As economic woes grow in Turkey, groups of men have targeted Syrian refugees there. In response, fighters across the border in northern Syria have confronted Turkish soldiers.




In Afrin, Syria, mourners carried the coffin of a man killed during protests against Turkey.




By Ben Hubbard and Safak Timur


Jul 02, 2024


Over the past two days, angry groups of men in a half-dozen cities in Turkey have turned on the Syrian refugees living among them, damaging their shops and cars and assaulting them with fists and knives.



Across the border in parts of northern Syria where Turkey holds sway, Syrians have confronted the Turkish soldiers in their midst, pelting their vehicles with rocks, tearing down Turkish flags and condemning them in street protests.



The scattered violence, which has left at least seven people dead in Syria, according to a war monitor, has exposed growing cracks in the coexistence between Syrians and Turks on both sides of their shared border. After years of generally peaceful relations, recent political shifts and deepening economic distress have brought tensions to the surface.



Many Turks have come to resent the 3.1 million Syrian refugees in their country and accuse them, with or without evidence, of fueling economic troubles that include low wages and persistent inflation that exceeded 75 percent in May.



And many Syrians who oppose the government of President Bashar al-Assad have gone from viewing Turkey as their greatest protector to fearing that it will abandon them. Support for the idea of sending Syrian refugees home has spread across Turkey's political spectrum.



Turkey's president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who cut ties with Syria in 2011 and backed the rebels seeking to topple Mr. al-Assad, said last week he would not rule out meeting his former foe to try to restore ties.




A photo released by Syrian state media in 2009 of Turkey's president, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, with President Bashar al-Assad of Syria. Armed groups have been on edge over the possibility that Turkey and Syria would mend ties.




Speaking by phone from Idlib, a province in northern Syria where protesters clashed with Turkish soldiers this week, a Syrian activist who gave his name as Abu Samer al-Halabi said the region was "like a balloon, about to pop."



"This tension has deep reasons," he said. "Above the table, the Turks are with us, but under the table, they are not."



After the Syrian civil war began in 2011, Turkey threw its border open to refugees fleeing brutal assaults by the Syrian military on rebel communities. Turkey built camps to house them, hosted the political opposition to Mr. al-Assad and backed the rebels in northern Syria battling his forces.



In more recent years, as the war settled into a stalemate, Turkey moved its own forces into rebel-held areas of Syria along the border, posting soldiers along sensitive front lines to deter advances and forming tight bonds with rebel groups in a so-called safe zone that it hoped Syrian refugees in Turkey would return to.



But relatively few have done so, leaving millions of Syrians spread across Turkey. Generally, they have peacefully lived alongside their Turkish hosts, with many learning to speak Turkish and sending their children to the country's schools. While some have started businesses, many earn low wages in manufacturing and agriculture jobs.




A food store in a neighborhood populated mostly by Syrians in Bursa, western Turkey, on Tuesday.




Many Turks opposed allowing so many Syrians into the country, but their views toward the refugees have further soured since a cost-of-living crisis that began in 2018 has left many Turks feeling poorer. Encouraged by right-wing politicians and journalists, many have turned their ire toward the refugees.



The unrest this week was set off by allegations on Sunday that a Syrian man had molested his 7-year-old cousin in a public bathroom in Kayseri, a city in central Turkey. The man was arrested, and the girl and her mother and siblings were put under state protection while the police investigated, the Turkish authorities said.



That night, angry men in Kayseri attacked Syrian cars, shops and homes, setting some on fire, according to footage posted on social media and broadcast by Turkish TV stations.



On Monday, similar attacks happened in a half-dozen other cities, including Hatay, Konya and Istanbul, with men marching with batons through neighborhoods where Syrians live and throwing stones at their buildings. In Gaziantep, a group of men surrounded a Syrian man and stabbed him in the leg, causing him to flee across a busy street, according to surveillance footage broadcast by Turkish news media.



Addressing a gathering of mayors from his governing Justice and Development Party on Monday, Mr. Erdogan condemned the violence and accused his political opponents of stoking it.



"We won't get anywhere by fueling xenophobia and hatred against refugees in the society," Mr. Erdogan said, adding that the attacks had been carried out by a "small group" inspired by "this poisonous discourse of the opposition."




Protests against Turkey in al-Bab, a rebel-held area north of Aleppo, Syria.




On Tuesday, the Turkish interior minister, Ali Yerlikaya, wrote on social media that the security forces had detained 474 people in connection with the violence.



As news of the attacks in Turkey spread in Syria, protesters and armed groups there targeted Turkish forces, accusing the Turks of racism toward Syrians. Also fueling the anger, activists in the area said, was fear that Turkey was exploring ways to restore ties with Mr. al-Assad, a scenario that could endanger Syrians living in areas currently outside the government's control.



Unrest has broken out in towns across northern Syria, with rebels and protesters confronting Turkish troops. Demonstrators tried to storm the headquarters of the Turkish-backed administration in the town of Afrin on Monday, leading to clashes that killed six people, according to the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a war monitor based in Britain. A seventh was killed elsewhere.



Turkey has responded by removing some Turkish troops from their posts, reinforcing others and shutting border crossings between Turkey and Syria on Tuesday.



Serhat Erkmen, a Turkish security analyst who does research in northern Syria, said in an interview that armed groups there had been on edge over the possibility that Turkey and Syria would mend ties. Many of their members fled to the north from elsewhere in Syria and feared losing the Turkish protection they had come to count on.



"For them, the idea of Ankara and Damascus reconciling may mean back to status quo, but it is not possible for them to go back to the status quo before the war," Mr. Erkmen said. "When they hear things like peace negotiations, they feel that they will lose their future."



Turkey may be able to calm the situation now, but Mr. Erkmen said he expected that interactions between the Syrian and Turkish governments would continue to grow, eventually bringing Mr. Erdogan and Mr. al-Assad together.



"It is coming," he said. "First, high-level contact, and then, leader-level contact."



Hwaida Saad
 contributed reporting from Beirut, Lebanon.
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An Uproar Over a Chinese Doping Case, Except in China



Chinese state news and social media has been virtually silent about 23 swimmers secretly testing positive in 2021, even as the issue is being debated widely abroad, including in Congress.




Chinese swimmers celebrating their gold medal in the women's 4x200-meter freestyle relay at the Tokyo Olympics in July 2021.




By David Pierson


Jul 03, 2024


In past years, when athletes from China have been accused of doping, the government has mobilized its propaganda apparatus of state-owned newspapers, television commentators and social media accounts to defend the athletes and deflect criticism of China's sports system.



This time, faced with 
anger from rival Olympians
 and charges of a coverup over 
the revelation
 that 23 elite Chinese swimmers had tested positive for a banned substance before competing in the 2021 Olympic Games, China is taking a different approach: virtual silence.



Even as the issue is being debated widely abroad, 
including in Congress
 last week, Chinese domestic media coverage has been limited to a handful of terse official statements. Censors have meticulously scrubbed and limited online discussions of the dispute -- a level of censorship experts say is rare outside the most politically sensitive topics.



The change of tactic, experts say, reflects what is at stake for China weeks before the Olympic Games start in Paris. Eleven of the 23 swimmers who tested positive in 2021 have been named to the squad heading to Paris. Swimming is one of China's most high-profile sports, which Beijing invested heavily in over the decades to turn the country into an Olympic powerhouse.



China has denied the accusations of wrongdoing. It has long sought to clean up its sports sector, stepping up testing after doping scandals in the 1990s and early 2000s. That makes suggestions of a cover-up highly embarrassing for China, where athletic competition has an outsize role in burnishing the image of the ruling Chinese Communist Party.



"There is basically zero media coverage of this in China, which is very different from before when other Chinese athletes have been accused of doping," said Haozhou Pu, an associate professor at the University of Dayton who studies sports in China.



Mr. Pu said officials are most likely hoping the story, which was 
reported
 by The New York Times in April, dies down before the start of the Olympics so that it does not distract the Chinese public or China's swim team. That may explain China's restrained response, Mr. Pu said.



"No news could be good news," Mr. Pu said.



When China's most famous swimmer, Sun Yang, was accused of doping in 2018, state media 
scrutinized the fairness of the investigation
 with 
extensive coverage
, and 
social media users
 were allowed to leave hundreds of thousands of comments voicing support for Mr. Sun.




Sun Yang, third from left, at a public doping hearing at the Court of Arbitration for Sport in Montreux, Switzerland, in 2019.




By comparison, state media coverage of the 23 swimmers has been largely limited to official remarks. Chinese authorities have said the swimmers' positive tests in 2021 were based on tiny amounts of the banned substance that came from contaminated food, an explanation that some experts have questioned. The swimmers themselves have made no public comments.



Chinese news reports have carried statements by the Chinese Foreign Ministry saying the country had a zero-tolerance policy on doping, and by China's antidoping agency, Chinada, disputing the reporting by The Times and accusing the newspaper of violating "media ethics and morals." One exception was an editorial in the Global Times, a Communist Party newspaper, that accused rival nations of intentionally "manipulating the issue of doping" and "smearing China's swimming program."



Discussion of the story also appears to be heavily censored on Weibo, a Chinese social media platform similar to X. Searches for terms such as "doping," "drug test," "banned drugs," "doping swimming" and "Chinese swimming team," mostly turn up posts of Chinese news articles uniformly carrying official statements from the foreign ministry and China's antidoping agency.



As recently as 2022, internet censors allowed Weibo users to rally around Lyu Xiaojun, an Olympic gold medal-winning weight lifter who was suspended for doping. Scores of Chinese social media users accused "Westerners" of framing Mr. Lyu.



More notably in 2012, Chinese state media 
came to the defense
 of the teenage sensation Ye Shiwen, a swimmer whose record-shattering victory in the 400-meter individual medley at the London Games was met with suggestions that she 
might have used performance-enhancing drugs
.



Ms. Ye, who was 16 at the time, never tested positive, and many in China saw the allegations as outrageous. China's state broadcaster lauded her for enduring "humiliation" at the hands of the "psychologically unbalanced Western media." (Ms. Ye, who is not among the 23 swimmers, is competing in Paris next month.)




Ye Shiwen, 16, shattered the world record in the 400 individual medley at the London Olympics in July 2012.




Xiao Qiang, an expert on Chinese censorship at the University of California, Berkeley, said that the level of censorship around the current dispute over the 23 swimmers is similar to what would be applied to discussions around far more sensitive subjects. Such topics include the 1989 Tiananmen Square massacre of pro-democracy protesters, and elections in Taiwan, the de facto independent island democracy claimed by Beijing, Mr. Xiao said.



He noted that this also appeared to be the first time censors have imposed a blanket ban on online comments criticizing athletes accused of doping. Before, comments expressing disapproval of athletes sometimes slipped through the cracks, such as with Mr. Sun, a polarizing figure whom some Chinese internet users considered arrogant and deserving of his subsequent ban for doping.



The scandal comes at a bad time for China's top sports authority, the General Administration of Sport, which oversees the Chinese Olympic Committee. In May, China announced that the former head of the authority, Gou Zhongwen, was being investigated for corruption. 




Gou Zhongwen, center, at a meeting in Beijing in 2021 to unveil the Chinese delegation for the Tokyo Olympics.




China's official explanation for the positive tests could raise questions from the Chinese public about how competently swimming officials are managing their athletes.



Chinada asserts that the 23 swimmers were unwittingly contaminated with trace amounts of a banned substance called trimetazidine, or TMZ, a drug used to treat patients with heart disease that can also help athletes increase stamina and hasten recovery times. Chinada said the swimmers ingested TMZ through tainted food from a hotel kitchen. It did not explain how the substance ended up on athletes' plates.



American officials and other experts, citing protocol, said the swimmers should have been suspended or publicly identified pending further investigation. They said the failure to do so rested on Chinese sports officials; swimming's international governing body, World Aquatics; and the World Anti-Doping Agency, or WADA, the Montreal-based global authority that oversees national drug-testing programs.



This month, 
The Times revealed
 that three of the 23 swimmers had tested positive several years earlier for another performance-enhancing drug. They had also avoided being publicly identified or suspended.



WADA confirmed the positive tests for "trace amounts" of the banned substance, known as clenbuterol, a drug commonly found in meat in some countries like China that can also help athletes increase muscle growth and burn fat. WADA said the three swimmers were contaminated by tainted food, but it did not explain why China did not abide by rules that compel them publicly disclose the positive tests.



Olivia Wang
 and 
John Liu
 contributed reporting.
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A Ban on Elephant Hunting Has Collapsed. Or Maybe It Never Existed.



Five bulls from the area around a Kenyan wildlife reserve have been shot and killed in Tanzania in recent months. The countries have very different conservation strategies. 




A bull elephant just outside Amboseli National Park in southern Kenya. 




By Shola Lawal


Jul 03, 2024


On the lush, rolling savannas that link northern Tanzania to Amboseli National Park in Kenya, foraging elephants move back and forth on a sloping landscape in the shadow of snow-capped Mount Kilimanjaro.



The animals are accustomed to open-sided 4x4s full of tourists on the Kenyan side and seem to sense no danger from the visitors pointing phones. But what the animals probably do not know is that just across the border on the Tanzanian side, which for three decades was just as safe as the park, there are now people pointing guns, not cameras.



Since September, five bull elephants from a population centered around Amboseli have been shot and killed, most likely by trophy hunters, in the Tanzanian part of this wildlife corridor. At least two were so-called super tuskers, with tusks so long that they swept the ground.



There hasn't been a similar cluster of rapid killings in the area since the mid-1990s. Conservationists say it points to a breakdown of a tacit agreement between the countries that banned hunting in the border zone.



It also highlights challenges the neighbors face in aligning different approaches to managing their shared wildlife heritage: Kenya forbids hunting and gets all its wildlife revenue through sightseeing. While wildlife spotting safaris are an important part of the Tanzanian economy, the country also permits wealthy tourists to shoot big game.



"This is heartbreaking for me," said Cynthia Moss, an American zoologist monitoring the roughly 2,000 elephants in the Amboseli herd as director of the Amboseli Trust for Elephants. About 10 of Amboseli's super tuskers are left, and an additional 15 or so remain across Kenya, she said. "I know these elephants. I know how trusting they are."



The killings have sparked an uproar in Kenya. In April, scores of leading conservationists 
wrote an open letter
 to the Tanzanian government demanding that the authorities ban hunting within 25 miles of the Kenyan border.



A spokesperson for the Tanzanian Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism, asked for comment, said the country's conservation strategy was based on "a strong foundation of regulation, research and scientific evidence" and noted that Tanzania had one of the most abundant elephant populations in Africa. Government statements in the past have justified hunting on the grounds that it brings in millions in much-needed income.



Kenya's wildlife service did not respond to repeated requests for comment.



Kaddu Sebunya, who heads the African Wildlife Foundation, a conservation organization based in Kenya, said it was unlikely that the elephants had been shot by poachers. He noted that there were no signs of an investigation by the Tanzanian authorities. "If a poacher were to kill an elephant illegally at the same site, they would be dealt with by law," he said.



Elephant killings on the Tanzanian side three decades ago prompted similar anger and led to the announcement of a moratorium on hunting.



In December 1994, three Amboseli elephants were killed in quick succession near Longido, a town about nine miles from the border, prompting an outcry from Kenya. By May 1995, the Tanzanian authorities, under pressure from conservationists and scientists in Kenya and around the world, announced a nine-month ban on hunting in the area.



The moratorium, Tanzanian officials said, would be lifted once the two countries agreed to a clear, defined conservation area in talks.




A herd at dawn in Amboseli. Mount Kilimanjaro, just over the border in Tanzania, is in the distance.




That's where things get muddy. While old newspaper clippings confirm that the ban was announced, it's unclear whether talks were ever held or whether the nine-month restriction was ever lifted. No evidence appears to exist of any further action. But, for whatever reason, hunters had avoided the area until recently.



Ms. Moss and other conservationists in Kenya say there was an unspoken agreement between the two countries after the initial announcement, and it appears to have fallen apart. Experts say they don't know why. Tanzanian conservation law has not changed.



Hunters, meanwhile, say the lack of clarity means the agreement simply did not exist.



Tanzania has about 60,000 elephants today, down from some 316,000 in 1978. In Kenya, about 
35,000 remain, down from approximately 160,000
 around the same time.



As a keystone species, elephants not only shape ecosystems for other wildlife -- by creating watering holes with their tusks, for example, and dispersing seeds in their droppings -- but their intelligence and sophisticated social structure mean violent deaths could 
traumatize surviving elephants and result in aggressive behavior
.



The bigger, older bulls being targeted are considered crucial for reproduction, and also for transmitting culture and maintaining social order. Male elephants live mostly outside herds, and young bulls will sometimes spend time with older ones who pass on knowledge, like where to forage and where to go when the seasons change.



They also model behavior. One study found that 
an absence of older males can make younger bulls more aggressive
.



According to Mr. Sebunya, super tuskers even help younger bulls understand which humans to avoid. "They tell them, 'When you see these tourist vehicles, those are OK. But if you see other types of vehicles, those are problems,'" he said.



The first elephant lost in the recent wave, Gilgil, a 35-year-old who was killed in September, was one such big tusker.



Singling out elephants like Gilgil, Ms. Moss said, "takes away the natural elements of competition and survivorship, allowing younger, less tested, perhaps less vigorous, males to reproduce."



Sporting groups, on the other hand, assert that hunting, when properly managed, can be a net positive in a poorer country like Tanzania. (G.D.P. per capital in the country is about $1,200, 
according to the World Bank
, compared with roughly $2,100 in Kenya.)



Zidane Janbeck and Quintin Whitehead, who run Kilombero North Safaris -- which offers hunting trips for elephants, lions, leopards and other big game -- say the company shares a percentage of its revenue with communities that own some of the hunting territory. (Kilombero said it paid the Enduimet Wildlife Management Area a total of $250,000 in 2023. Enduimet officials did not respond to a request for comment.)



In addition, human-elephant clashes are rising in Tanzania, in part because of the country's 
rapidly growing rural population
 and also because of more frequent and more intense droughts in East Africa. But farmers are less likely to kill elephants that invade their fields, hunters say, if they know they'll receive a share of hunting revenue.



And setting aside well-managed wilderness areas for hunting means less land will be razed for agriculture, they add.



Tanzania sets yearly quotas for animals to be hunted (50 elephants this year) and each hunting party must be monitored by an official.




Young elephants in Mikumi National Park, Tanzania. Older bulls are considered crucial for passing down culture and knowledge.




Kilombero confirmed that it had hunted an elephant in the area where Gilgil's carcass was found, his tusks removed, but denied it had killed a super tusker.



"We are guaranteeing you, we are conservationists, we're not targeting big elephants," Mr. Janbeck, who led the September hunt, said in a video interview. "We're doing everything under the regulations in Tanzania. We're backed up by the government. We have all the blessings from the local communities."



In Longido, locals seem split.



On a recent weekday, a group of men gathered for late-evening drinks and weighed their stance on trophy hunting. As long as it's legal, fine, one older man concluded. A soft-spoken younger man countered, saying killing for sport was not right.



But do the men benefit from hunting revenue? "No," they all said in unison, shaking their heads. The authorities favor wild animals and sport hunters but abandon vulnerable farmers, they said.



"You have to take a loan to grow your farm and these elephants destroy it and we get nothing," a farmer, Edward Masaki, 53, said in Swahili with a heavy frown.



"Right now I have men guarding my farms day and night with flashlights," he said. "The annoying thing is, you can't kill the animals when they attack."



He was referring to a nationwide ban on wildlife killing that Tanzania has put in place to guard against poaching. Killing animals without a permit carries a stiff prison term: from three years to 30 years.



Meanwhile, conservationists across the border in Amboseli say they are waiting in dread, fearing news that another big tusker has been killed, even as they scramble to get a response from the Tanzanian government.



"All our pleas have landed on deaf ears," Ms. Moss said. If the killings continue at the same pace, she said, Amboseli's tuskers will be wiped out in two years, transforming the ecosystem in unprecedented and negative ways.



"A population that is hunted becomes unnatural because humans are choosing who should pass on his genes and who should not, who should live and who should die," she said.
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'A Roller Coaster in a Carwash': Why Scientists Are Flying Into Hurricane Beryl



Gathering data from directly inside the storm can help emergency managers prepare for what's to come.



By Austyn Gaffney


Jul 03, 2024


Hurricane Beryl, which 
devastated islands
 in Grenada on Tuesday and is now heading toward Jamaica and the Cayman Islands, 
has broken records
 as the earliest hurricane ever to reach Category 4 and Category 5 intensity in the Atlantic Basin. Wind speeds of at least 
160 miles per hour
 were recorded on Monday.



"There are so many superlatives to describe Hurricane Beryl given the time of year, the location and the strength," said Jonathan Zawislak, a meteorologist and flight director for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.



Dr. Zawislak is a hurricane hunter, the title held by about 30 to 40 scientists, data crunchers and pilots based in Lakeland, Fla., who fly into hurricanes on three airplanes nicknamed Gonzo, Kermit and Miss Piggy. Both Kermit and Miss Piggy are equipped with Doppler radar on their bellies and tails that scientists use to create 3-D images of the storm.



Over the last three days, Dr. Zawislak and his team have taken off in Kermit from St. Croix, one of the U.S. Virgin Islands, and navigated through the swirling eyewall of Hurricane Beryl. In a Category 4 or 5 storm like Beryl, the eyewall -- the ring of thunderstorms, heavy rain and dangerous winds surrounding the center of the storm -- is loud and bumpy.



"It's like being on a roller coaster in a carwash, except you don't know when the ups and downs will occur, or what the next turn is," Dr. Zawislak said on Tuesday as he prepared for his third Beryl reconnaissance flight.



But the eye of the storm is calm. During daytime flights, Dr. Zawislak can look out his bubble window from behind the cockpit and see a quiet bowl of cloud with clear, blue sky above.




The eye of Hurricane Beryl on Monday, seen from the International Space Station.




His job is to navigate through the chaos, finding the path for Kermit to fly between 8,000 to 10,000 feet while maintaining an airspeed of exactly 210 knots and flying the aircraft directly into the wind so they're not pushed around.



Jonathan Shannon, a spokesman for NOAA's Aircraft Operations Center, said the goal of these flights, especially with hurricanes that change quickly, was to provide better data to better prepare for emergencies.



Since Dr. Zawislak's first flight on Sunday, Hurricane Beryl experienced rapid intensification, which means its wind speeds have increased by 35 miles per hour or more over a 24-hour period. Part of the change came from an eyewall replacement cycle, or what Dr. Zawislak called the "ice skater effect": the storm contracts like a figure skater pulling arms in tight while spinning. Pulling energy from warm ocean water, the storm replaces the old eye with a new one and reorganizes its outer wall.



As Earth's atmosphere heats up, more storms are undergoing this kind of rapid intensification. A recent study showed that rapid intensification is now 
twice as likely
 for Atlantic hurricanes, at least partially because of human-caused climate change driven by the burning of fossil fuels.



Beryl is a disastrous start to what Hosmay Lopez, an oceanographer at NOAA's Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory, said was the "most bullish" forecast the agency has ever made for an Atlantic hurricane season. NOAA predicts an 
above-normal hurricane season
 with four to seven major storms clocking winds above 111 miles per hour.



The forecast is based on the 
change in the El Nino-Southern Oscillation
, a natural climate pattern linked to warmer conditions in the tropical Pacific Ocean, which is moving from a neutral state toward La Nina. The calm conditions produced by La Nina, combined with abnormally warm ocean temperatures, increase the likelihood of Atlantic hurricane formation.



As they travel, hurricanes stir the surface of the ocean. They churn up colder water from deep below the surface, which can dilute the storm's energy, like stirring a cup of coffee to cool it down. But along with exceptionally warm sea surface temperatures that have 
shattered records
 for more than a year, temperatures are also higher than normal at greater depths.



"In this case the cup of coffee is very tall, so it's very difficult to mix up cold water from below, even though you have strong winds," Dr. Lopez said. Warmer temperatures at a greater depth give the storm even more energy to pull from the ocean, he said.



Hurricane season, which lasts from June 1 to Nov. 30, has historically been quiet in June and July before picking up in August. Hurricane Beryl beat the previous record-holder for earliest Category 5 storm, Hurricane Emily in 2005, by about two weeks.
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Meloni Condemns Fascist Nostalgia Amid Scandal in Her Party's Youth Wing



A news report used a hidden camera to show members of the youth arm of Brothers of Italy glorifying fascism.




The news report was a blow to Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni, who has sought to cast herself as a modern, pragmatic leader of Italy, saying again and again that fascism belonged to history.




By Emma Bubola


Jul 02, 2024


Italy's prime minister, Giorgia Meloni, urged leaders of her political party on Tuesday to reject antisemitism, racism and nostalgia for totalitarian regimes after an Italian news outlet caught on a hidden camera members of the youth section of her party glorifying fascism.



"I am angry and saddened by how we were represented by the behavior of some youth of our movement," Ms. Meloni wrote in 
an email,
 seen by The New York Times, to directors of her party, Brothers of Italy.



The news report, which came out in two episodes last month, was filmed by a journalist with the Italian news outlet Fanpage.it who pretended to be an activist with National Youth, the youth arm of Brothers of Italy.



The report said the hidden camera showed members of the movement doing fascist salutes, praising the Italian fascist dictator Benito Mussolini, instructing others to spread stickers with fascist slogans and defining themselves as fascists. People identified by the report as members of the youth group were filmed while shouting, "Sieg heil," an expression adopted by the Nazis. Other people identified as members of the youth wing were filmed as they made racist and antisemitic comments.



The report was a blow to Ms. Meloni, who, despite having roots in a party born from the wreckage of fascism, has 
sought to move on from that past
 and vowed to cast herself as a modern, pragmatic leader, saying again and again that fascism belonged to history.



But nearly two years into her term, she had to remind her party's leadership to leave that heritage behind. It showed that the transformation was not complete, and that nostalgia for elements of Italy's darkest past persists, at least in some parts of a party that grew from being a fringe movement to becoming Italy's biggest governing force.



"At my age, will I have to see this again?" an 
Italian senator and holocaust survivor
, Liliana Segre, 93, asked on Italian television after seeing the Fanpage reports. "Will I have to be kicked out of my country like I was once kicked out?"



Lawmakers from the left rose up. Michela Di Biase, a lawmaker with Italy's Democratic Party, accused Ms. Meloni's party youth of idealizing those who "stained the history of our country with the blood of persecution."




Members and activists from the youth branch of Brothers of Italy at a rally of the center-right coalition before the general elections in Rome in 2022.




Ms. Meloni and lawmakers from her party criticized the journalist's methods and said that the news report did not represent the true identity of her party or of its youth movement, but a small minority. Luca Ciriani, a lawmaker with Brothers of Italy, said the report had been built on the basis of fragmented, out-of-context images. Other party members acknowledged and condemned the behavior.



But Ms. Meloni also felt the need to speak out.



"There is no room in our ranks for those who play a caricature role that only serves the narrative our opponents want to create about us," she wrote in the letter. "I and we don't have time to lose with those who want to make us go backward."



She also reminded party leaders that Brothers of Italy adhered to the European Parliament's 2019 resolution that condemned all dictatorships of the 20th century. It is "a position," she said, "I have no intention of questioning."



Two members of the youth section, Elisa Segnini and Flaminia Pace, who were featured in the report, left their official roles after the report emerged but were not expelled from the movement, said Donatella Di Nitto, a spokeswoman for Brothers of Italy.



Ms. Segnini left her job working with a lawmaker from the party, and Ms. Pace resigned from her role at the Italian Youth Council, a group that represents young people.



Ms. Di Nitto said Ms. Segnini and Ms. Pace would not comment. She added that there hadn't been any other resignations or expulsions, "for now."
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Some Californians Found Dream Homes Inland. But It Sure Is Hot There.



Residents moved to Mountain House, Calif., to escape soaring housing costs near the coast. Now, they just have to survive the searing summer heat.



By Jonathan Wolfe
Photographs by Mike Kai Chen


Jul 03, 2024


When Farwa Ali and her family wanted to buy a bigger home, Mountain House, Calif., seemed to check all of their boxes.



The fast-growing community, just 40 miles inland from where they were living in the San Francisco Bay Area, offered good schools, a diverse population and dozens of large houses for sale within their budget. It seemed to be a perfect match -- at least until their first summer, when the scorching temperatures of California's Central Valley set in.



"We never had an idea that it would be this hot," Ms. Ali said on Tuesday as she darted through a grocery store parking lot where the temperature was well over 100 degrees.




Mountain House's first mayor, Andy Su, cuts a ribbon for the town's incorporation on Monday night, with help from the city's first council members.




Mountain House, about 60 miles east of San Francisco, became the newest city in California on Monday, after voters agreed in the spring to have their bedroom community run by a full-fledged government with a mayor and City Council. What began as a small exurban development was propelled in recent years by a surge in home buyers who were priced out of the Bay Area.



Inland cities have attracted residents from coastal California for years, but the migration went into overdrive after the pandemic took hold, when many employees were able to work remotely from anywhere and families wanted more living space.




Mountain House, about 60 miles east of San Francisco, is at the foot of the mountains that divide the Central Valley from the Bay Area. Wind turbines on nearby hillsides are an important part of California's clean energy efforts.





Mountain House is one of California's fastest-growing communities. A tractor prepared a site in the city where new houses are planned. 




One of the trade-offs to moving inland has been the oppressive heat waves that are rarely felt near the California coast. Because of climate change, the hot stretches are intensifying, and subjecting more new arrivals to extreme temperatures.



The most recent test has come this week, as the first prolonged heat wave of the summer gripped interior parts of the state. Extreme heat is expected to last for days; in Mountain House, temperatures were expected to reach 110 degrees on Wednesday, and could remain above 100 degrees well into next week.



As the sun began to bake Mountain House this week, the newly incorporated city canceled youth practices for tennis, golf and flag football. Construction workers, landscapers and garbage collectors shifted their schedules to work earlier in the day. Most residents hunkered down indoors.




Alberto Tonic is one of many outdoor workers in Mountain House who have shifted their hours earlier in the day to avoid the hot afternoons.





Juan Moreno and Claudia Gonzales stock up at Mountain House's only supermarket.




The name Mountain House might suggest an elevated perch in cooler air, but the city gets the same searing heat that the rest of the Central Valley does in the summer. It is situated at the base of the Altamont Pass, which commuters have traversed for decades to reach workplaces in the Bay Area, driving past giant wind turbines that are part of California's effort to harness clean energy.



Mountain House was formed in 1996 on former alfalfa fields. In 2008, plunging home values during the financial crisis made Mountain House "the most underwater community in America," 
The New York Times
 wrote at the time.



Housing prices in California have soared since then, though, and a new wave of people moving to Mountain House has brought the community young families and greater ethnic diversity. About half of the city's 25,000 residents identified as Asian American,  according to a 2022 census survey. 




"This is just our way of life here," said Andy Su, Mountain House's first mayor and an emergency room physician.




Andy Su, the new mayor of Mountain House and an emergency room physician, said the heat has not been an overwhelming concern at the nearby hospital where he works, Sutter Tracy Community Hospital. While he has been seeing an unusually high number of patients with kidney stones from dehydration, he said, he doesn't see many other heat-related illnesses.



"When people move here, they make the decision, they know what they're getting into," Dr. Su said. "It's hot, but we adjust our life to it -- just like when you live in Alaska, in the winter, you adjust your life."




"It's almost like you're trapped in this hot bubble." said Daniela Soto, who moved to the Central Valley in search of cheaper rent, but still cannot afford to run her air-conditioning.




Kevin Costa, a solar technician, outfitted his home in Mountain House with large overhangs and dark window shades. During weeks like this, he turns on fans, boosts the air-conditioning and avoids the garage, which is "like an oven," he said.



On the hottest days, he said, he puts a wet towel on the back of his neck or dunks his shirt in cold water before he leaves the house. Even then, he said, "it feels like a blow dryer, blasting hot air at you just constantly."



Some Mountain House residents said this week that they were accustomed to the similarly hot weather in their hometowns in India, Pakistan or the Philippines.



When the heat sets in, Ms. Ali, who is originally from Bangalore, India, said she changes her family's diet and makes traditional dishes that help them stay cool. Her hot-weather recipes include yogurt, okra and gourds, and exclude red meat and chicken. "I'm still not sure if it really works with this extreme heat," she said.



For some residents, there is little recourse.



Daniela Soto and her two sons moved to Tracy, the next town to the east, in search of cheaper rent, after living in the bay-adjacent city of San Leandro, Calif., and in New York. She still cannot afford to run her air-conditioning, she said, so she brought her boys to a splash park in Mountain House on Tuesday.




Skyrocketing housing prices in the Bay Area and the shift to remote work during the pandemic prompted a number of young families to move to Mountain House.




She said she would love to move to a cooler city in California, but that possibility seems increasingly out of reach.



"They're going to be expensive, regardless of where you go," she said. "It's almost like you're trapped in this hot bubble."



Judson Jones
 contributed reporting.
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Cuomo, in New Ad, Blasts Pro-Palestinian Demonstrators and Hamas



The one-minute commercial, which was created by a group formed by former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo, seeks to bring attention to atrocities linked to Hamas.




Andrew M. Cuomo, the former New York governor, said he wanted to use the commercial to tell "the truth about Hamas and what happened on Oct. 7."




By Grace Ashford


Jul 02, 2024


Former Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo of New York is behind a new advertising campaign that condemns Hamas's actions on Oct. 7 and takes aim at demonstrators who have protested Israel's killing of civilians in Gaza.



"Do they really know who they're protesting for?" a narrator says in the one-minute commercial, which will air across New York State in the coming week.



With the ad, Mr. Cuomo plunges into one of the most divisive topics for Democrats ahead of the November general election. Tensions over the war have divided 
American college campuses
, 
derailing graduations
 and in some instances 
inviting police intervention
. That division has also torn through 
New York politics
, where long traditions of support for both social activism and Jewish identity have collided.



The nonprofit group behind the ad, Never Again, Now!, was founded by Mr. Cuomo and his 
former right-hand-man
, Steven M. Cohen, under its original name, Progressives for Israel, with a goal of promoting greater understanding about the relationship between Israel and the United States.



The group said it envisioned the ad as the opening salvo of a broad education campaign, including a virtual symposium and the deployment of prominent speakers in the press.



"We're at a crucial moment in history where antisemitism is spreading unchecked and support for Israel in this country is waning," Mr. Cuomo said in a statement, adding: "This ad does two things: One, tells the truth about Hamas and what happened on Oct. 7. Two: It reminds people that Israel is the victim."



The ad describes Hamas in graphic terms, linking the group to the persecution of women and L.G.B.T.Q. people and to beheadings, sexual violence and the burning of infants. The ad will air on cable networks after the July 4 holiday, a source close to the campaign said.



The ad is likely to stoke speculation that the former governor, who 
resigned amid allegations of sexual misconduct
 in 2021, is pondering a political comeback.



In the years since his resignation, Mr. Cuomo, who denies any wrongdoing, has battled in court and against a 
New York State ethics board
. And while he has yet to announce any specific plans to run for office, he has also declined to shut down rumors.



Mr. Cuomo was asked directly 
on "Real Time with Bill Maher"
 last month whether he planned to someday run again for public office.



"That is a direct question!" Mr. Cuomo said with a smile. "And there will be no direct answer."



The ad comes at an inflection point for American sentiment on the war in Gaza. In the immediate aftermath of the Oct. 7 attacks by Hamas that left 1,200 Israelis dead, a narrow majority of Americans approved of Israel's military actions. But as Israel's bombardment has continued, 
killing more than 30,000 Palestinians
, that support has eroded. A Gallup poll in May found that 55 percent of Americans 
now disapprove
 of Israel's actions.



At the same time, 
reports of bias incidents have increased
 in many places, and concerns have swirled that critiques of Israel's military actions could devolve into broader antisemitism.



Mr. Cuomo's unequivocal statement of support for Israel puts him alongside his successor, Gov. Kathy Hochul, 
who visited the nation last fall
 after the Oct. 7 attacks.



Ms. Hochul's support has been so robust that it has occasionally 
gotten her into trouble
, as it did when she implied at a Jewish philanthropy event that Israel had a right to destroy Gaza.



"If Canada someday ever attacked Buffalo, I'm sorry, my friends, there would be no Canada the next day," she said, adding: "You have a right to defend yourself and to make sure that it never happens again. And that is Israel's right."



Ms. Hochul later apologized for her poor choice of words.
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162 Years Later, a Medal of Honor for Two Civil War Train Raiders



Family members of Pvt. Philip G. Shadrach and Pvt. George D. Wilson received the nation's highest decoration for combat valor.




President Biden on Wednesday presented the Medal of Honor to the descendants of Pvts. Philip G. Shadrach and George D. Wilson, soldiers in the Union Army who took part in the Great Locomotive Chase.




By John Ismay


Jul 03, 2024


The plan was bold, but ultimately doomed.



In the spring of 1862, a small group of Union Army saboteurs came up with a daring idea to cut off Confederate supply lines near Chattanooga by stealing a train, tearing up railroad tracks, burning bridges and cutting down telegraph wires -- which would have denied means of travel and communication to enemy forces in the area.



Dressed in plain clothes, they launched their mission in April, sneaking behind enemy lines in Georgia, taking over a locomotive near Marietta and wreaking havoc for seven hours along miles of railway in an effort to help take the battle deep into Tennessee.



But the stolen train, called "the General," ran out of fuel 18 miles from Chattanooga, according to a 
U.S. Army account
 of the heist, which became known as 
the Great Locomotive Chase
. The Union soldiers and civilians who took part in the mission fled, but all were captured after less than two weeks on the run.



Most were sent to prisoner of war camps. The rest were hanged as spies.



In 1863, six survivors of the raid were the first American soldiers awarded the Medal of Honor, the nation's highest decoration for valor in combat, which had been authorized by President Abraham Lincoln the year before.



In all, 19 of the men received the Medal of Honor in the years that followed. But two soldiers who were executed by Confederates soon after the mission were never recognized.



Those two men, 
Pvt. Philip G. Shadrach
 and 
Pvt. George D. Wilson
 of the 2nd Ohio Volunteer Infantry, finally received the honor posthumously on Wednesday afternoon, 162 years after their service was cut short by a hangman's noose in Atlanta.



In a ceremony at the White House, President Biden bestowed the medals to their family members, some of whom were unaware of their ancestors' actions until contacted by historians.



"I only found out about this man four years ago -- his history has been lost to us until now, so it's pretty amazing to find out what he and the other 21 men did," Scott Chandler, the great-great-grandson of Private Wilson, said to reporters on Tuesday. "We cannot take credit for his actions, but we can honor him and be his voice moving forward."



In his remarks before presenting the medals, Mr. Biden tied the sacrifices of Privates Shadrach and Wilson to the ideals of the nation's founding and sounded notes familiar from his speeches on the campaign trail.



"Their heroic deeds went unacknowledged for over a century, but time did not erase their valor," Mr. Biden said. "And what they fought for was just as precious as it is today: unity over disunity, freedom over subjugation, progress over retreat, truth over lies."



"Tomorrow is the Fourth of July, another reminder of why it is so important to know our history, not to erase our history," Mr. Biden said. "To remember the sacred cause of American democracy and not make up a lost cause to justify the evil of slavery. To remember the nation that George and Philip fought for and died for: the United States of America."



"That's who we are," he added.
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Special Counsel Is Said to Be Planning to Pursue Trump Cases Past the Election



Jack Smith plans to continue two criminal cases against Donald J. Trump until Inauguration Day if the former president wins, according to a person familiar with his thinking.




The special counsel Jack Smith believes that under Justice Department regulations, his mandate and his authority to keep cases going do not depend on a change of administration, a person familiar with his thinking said.




By Alan Feuer


Jul 03, 2024


The special counsel Jack Smith plans to pursue his two criminal cases against former President Donald J. Trump through the election and even up until Inauguration Day if Mr. Trump wins the presidential race, according to a person familiar with Mr. Smith's thinking.



Mr. Smith believes that under Justice Department regulations, his mandate as special counsel and his authority to keep the cases going do not depend on a change of administration and extend until he is formally removed from his post, the person said.



As a practical matter, that means that the special counsel's office is prepared to push forward for as long as possible on the two indictments it has filed against Mr. Trump. 
One of those
, brought in Washington, has accused the former president of plotting to subvert the 2020 election. 
The other
, filed in Florida, has charged Mr. Trump with holding on to a trove of highly sensitive classified documents after he left office and then obstructing the government's repeated efforts to retrieve them.



Mr. Smith's decision to keep the cases going, 
reported earlier by The Washington Post
, comes as a landmark 
Supreme Court ruling on executive immunity
 this week has effectively postponed the election interference case until after voters go to the polls in November.



At the same time, Judge Aileen M. Cannon, who is overseeing the classified documents case in Florida, has declined to set a trial date as she grapples with an ever-expanding constellation of legal issues and court hearings.



A spokesman for Mr. Smith declined to comment about his plans for the two cases.



It is not unusual that a special counsel like Mr. Smith would seek to continue prosecuting cases under his command even after a change of presidential administrations. The Justice Department regulations governing special counsels give prosecutors like him day-to-day independence from the attorneys general who appointed them.



The special counsel John H. Durham, for example, was put in place by Attorney General William P. Barr during the Trump administration to scrutinize the Justice Department's inquiry into connections between Russia and Mr. Trump's 2016 campaign. Attorney General Merrick B. Garland then allowed Mr. Durham to continue his work well after Mr. Barr and Mr. Trump were out of office.



In a similar vein, one of Mr. Smith's deputies told Judge Cannon in March that even if a trial were to be held a month or two before Election Day, it would not violate a Justice Department policy against conducting legal proceedings too close to an election -- a provision known as the 60-day rule.



The deputy, Jay I. Bratt, asserted that the policy prohibited federal prosecutors from bringing new charges directly ahead of an election, but did not stop them from pushing forward with an indictment that had already been filed.



Still, enormous attention has been focused on the question of when Mr. Trump's federal cases might finally go to trial, largely because he could order them to be dropped if they were postponed until after the election and he regained the White House.



While Justice Department lawyers believe they are authorized to pursue criminal charges against a president-elect, the prospect would push the cases into unknown legal territory and would almost certainly trigger a significant pushback from Mr. Trump.



Mr. Trump's lawyers would no doubt seek to postpone the cases, perhaps until he was no longer in office. Ultimately, the decisions on such requests would be made by the judges overseeing the cases -- Judge Cannon in Florida and Judge Tanya S. Chutkan in Washington.



Prosecutors across the country have faced challenges in seeking accountability for Mr. Trump.



The state election subversion case filed against Mr. Trump in Georgia was put on hold for months after 
an appeals court there decided to consider
 whether Fani T. Willis, the district attorney of Fulton County who filed the indictment, had a conflict of interest stemming from a romantic relationship she had with one of her deputies.



And on Tuesday, state prosecutors in Manhattan 
agreed to delay Mr. Trump's sentencing
 for his conviction on 34 felony charges of falsifying business records to cover up a sex scandal that threatened to derail his 2016 presidential campaign.



The sentencing was originally scheduled for July 11, but Mr. Trump's lawyers asked to push it back as they challenge the guilty verdicts based on the Supreme Court's ruling on executive immunity.
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The Debate Hurt Biden, but the Real Shift Has Been Happening for Years



A 3-point move toward Trump in a new Times/Siena poll is not a fundamental change in the race, but it adds to longstanding concerns.



By Nate Cohn


Jul 03, 2024



President Biden on Tuesday in Washington.




In the wake of the first presidential debate, a chorus of 
top
 
Biden
 
allies
 and campaign officials has advanced a simple message: The race has not fundamentally changed.



In a sense, they're right.



The latest 
New York Times/Siena College poll
 on Wednesday finds that, far from upending the contest, the debate reinforced the central dynamic of the election: the political decline of President Biden, who no longer possesses the advantages that allowed him to defeat Donald J. Trump four years ago.



Overall, the 
poll finds
 Mr. Trump leading Mr. Biden by six percentage points among likely voters and nine points among registered voters nationwide. In each case, it's a three-point shift toward Mr. Trump since the last Times/Siena survey, taken immediately before the debate.



Historically, a three-point shift after the first debate isn't unusual. In fact, it's the norm. Over the last seven presidential elections, the person generally considered the winner of the first presidential debate has gained an average of three points in post-debate polls. Sometimes, the shift lasts; other times, it fades. But either way, debates don't usually fundamentally change a race.



In terms of the polling, this debate is not an exception -- at least not yet. The debate may ultimately prove to be the breaking point for Democratic politicians considering whether to stand by Mr. Biden, but the poll doesn't show that the debate completely upended public opinion about the candidates. Instead, the debate exacerbated Mr. Biden's political liabilities, which had already imperiled his re-election chances.



Four years ago, it was the absence of any major political liabilities that allowed Mr. Biden to prevail over Mr. Trump. He won the Democratic nomination and ultimately the presidency because he was a well-liked, relatively moderate, broadly acceptable candidate who could unite the politically diverse voters who disliked Mr. Trump. At the time, polls showed that a majority of voters had a favorable view of Mr. Biden. It was just enough for him to narrowly prevail in the Electoral College -- by less than one percentage point across deciding battleground states.



Mr. Biden is not a broadly acceptable candidate anymore, the polling shows, and as a consequence he no longer leads Mr. Trump. Long before the debate, his approval and favorability ratings plunged deep into the danger zone for an incumbent. More ominously, his numbers were falling even though the conditions for a Biden comeback always seemed to be around the corner. Inflation was subsiding. The general election was heating up. On paper, an incumbent should have been the favorite -- and his opponent was a candidate accused of multiple crimes, and recently 
convicted
 of a felony.



But today, his approval rating stands nearly a 
net 10 points
 lower than it was ahead of the 2022 midterm election, when inflation was over 7 percent. With the economy and consumer confidence improved since then, perhaps the best remaining explanation for this steady erosion is growing concern about his age.



By every measure, the poll finds that the debate took yet another toll on the public's already diminished view of him. His favorability rating fell two points after the debate, to 36 percent from 38 percent. By contrast, it was 52 percent in the final Times/Siena poll before the 2020 election.



The share of voters who said Mr. Biden is "just too old to be an effective president" rose five points, to 74 percent from 69 percent pre-debate. Only 36 percent said Mr. Biden was too old in June 2020.



These modest shifts after a debate aren't necessarily significant in the grand scheme of things. It's certainly not a "fundamental" change. What is fundamental is a 15- or 30-point shift over four years. While Mr. Biden sometimes performs better than he did last week, the long-term trend suggests that the accumulated effect of countless interviews, speeches, photographs and social media posts has left much of the public with the impression that he is no longer as well equipped to serve as president.



For much of the cycle, the optimistic case for Mr. Biden rested on the assumption that voters would increasingly focus on Mr. Trump's shortcomings once the campaign intensified. In this view, 
disengaged voters
 would tune in and vote on democracy and abortion, as many did in the midterm election.



Indeed, Mr. Trump remains just as unpopular as he was four years ago. In fact, the share of voters with a favorable view of Mr. Trump is almost exactly the same after the debate (43 percent among likely voters) as it has been in Times/Siena polls so far this year (44 percent); and as it was ahead of the midterms (43 percent); or as it was before the 2020 presidential election (44 percent).



But in last week's debate, Mr. Biden was not able to make good on that optimistic case. Millions of voters tuned into a matchup between Mr. Biden and Mr. Trump, and the focus ended up on Mr. Biden's age -- and will be focused on that topic for days or weeks ahead -- rather than on the issues that could win him the election. 



Historically, shifts in the polls after debates can be fleeting. The candidates considered the losers might rebound in the next debate, or manage to turn attention back on their opponent. With many Democrats agonizing over whether to stand by Mr. Biden, it's hard to see how the race will veer away from questions about the president's age anytime soon. Worse, Mr. Biden's performance suggests he might not be able to convince skeptics he's fit for the job. But should Mr. Biden succeed in satisfying his party's concerns, Mr. Trump's low favorable ratings suggest there's still a path for a closer race.



The Times/Siena data offers less evidence to support another reason polls can shift after a debate: the tendency for the consensus winner's supporters to respond to polls in outsize numbers. In 
contrast
 with the pre-debate poll, Democrats and Republicans responded to this week's poll in nearly equal numbers (accounting for race), just as they have in almost every Times/Siena poll in the past year. If our last poll 
was indeed slightly too favorable toward Mr. Trump
, it's possible he's gained even more ground than the three-point shift shown here.



There's no way to be sure whether Mr. Biden's age is his sole problem, a major problem or just one of many problems. Perhaps the lingering resentment over high prices and the border would still give Mr. Trump a lead against a hypothetical young Mr. Biden. The economy, after all, remains the No. 1 issue for voters in the poll. Or perhaps voters are yearning for changes that they doubt Mr. Biden and the Democrats -- who have held the White House for going on 12 of the last 16 years -- can provide.



But if Mr. Biden can't convince voters -- or Democrats -- that he's fit for the presidency, the other challenges might not matter.
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Biden's Team Scrambles to Contain First Democratic Defections



Leading Democrats have lent legitimacy to questions about the president's mental acuity, and made clear that the matter of his stepping aside is far from settled.




Several Democratic figures questioned on Tuesday President Biden's decision to stay in the presidential race.




By Lisa Lerer, Shane Goldmacher and Maggie Haberman


Jul 03, 2024


President Biden and his advisers rushed to stem the first serious defections inside the Democratic Party since his shaky debate last week, as leading Democrats lent legitimacy to questions about his mental acuity and raised the specter of replacing him atop the ticket.



Mr. Biden's operation hoped to assert fresh control on Wednesday, holding a call with a group of 
Democratic governors, in person and virtually
, as he seeks to shore up support after days of private hand-wringing went public in sudden and quick succession.



On Tuesday, Mr. Biden suffered his first formal call to resign from the race from a Democratic member of Congress. The key Black lawmaker whose endorsement helped lift Mr. Biden to the nomination in 2020 said he would back the vice president if Mr. Biden "were to step aside." And former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said after Mr. Biden's halting debate performance that it was "a legitimate question to say, 'Is this an episode or is this a condition?'"



For days, the Biden campaign has insisted 
privately to donors
 and party activists and in memos that the race remains unchanged. But a private set of polls from a pro-Biden super PAC leaked to the news site Puck showed the president losing ground -- around two percentage points -- across all the most important battleground states. He was also now trailing in New Mexico, New Hampshire and Virginia, three states that were not seen a year ago as likely even to be contested seriously by Republicans.



The spate of early defections and diminished support in surveys demonstrates the scale of the crisis still gripping the Democratic Party. Though Mr. Biden's aides have forcefully and repeatedly said publicly that the president has no plans to leave the race, the first public calls for him to step aside from elected lawmakers made clear that the matter remained far from settled.



The frustrations center on not only Mr. Biden's dismal showing but also the actions he and his allies have taken since then to reassure Democrats that he is capable of winning the election. Many Democrats worry that Mr. Biden has moved too slowly to confront fears about his mental fitness and stamina, saying he should have done a series of interviews or campaign events in swing states almost immediately.



Efforts by the campaign and the White House to quell the concerns have created what amounts to a series of tests for the president in the coming days. They announced an interview with the ABC News anchor George Stephanopoulos on Friday, the president's first in-depth appearance with a journalist in several weeks, as well as a news conference next week. At the end of the week, Mr. Biden will travel to Pennsylvania and Wisconsin for campaign events.



Any misstep in those appearances could ignite what has become a slow burn of conversations among groups of Democratic Party officials, top donors and elected leaders about whether the president should remain on the party's ticket.



The discontent reflects how sharply Mr. Biden's disastrous debate altered political expectations for Democrats. Fears about losing the White House have expanded well beyond the presidential race, fueling Democratic worries that Mr. Biden's weakened standing -- and the trajectory he has been on in polling for most of the year -- could also eviscerate their chances of congressional control and of maintaining any toehold on power in Washington.




Vice President Kamala Harris on Tuesday reaffirmed her support for Mr. Biden as the Democratic nominee for president.




While top campaign and White House aides 
moved aggressively to assuage
 fears from supporters, Mr. Biden has been notably quiet in recent days. As of early Tuesday, he had yet to call either of the top two Democrats in Congress, Representative Hakeem Jeffries and Senator Chuck Schumer, according to two people familiar with the situation, but Mr. Biden called Mr. Jeffries at some point during the day. He has spent much of the past three days out of the public eye, emerging only to give brief remarks on Monday evening, and has not taken questions from reporters.



At a meeting on Monday of Democratic governors that was organized by Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, the chairman of the Democratic Governors Association, some of the party's top elected leaders expressed frustration with the lack of contact with Mr. Biden since the debate, according to a person briefed on what took place. Most Democratic governors have not had direct contact with Mr. Biden since the debate, a fact that has caused exasperation and prompted continued questions about his health.



At the White House press briefing on Tuesday, Karine Jean-Pierre, the White House press secretary, faced a nearly hourlong barrage of questions about the president's abilities, medications and physical examinations, including whether he had received a neurological test.



"We want to look forward," said Ms. Jean-Pierre, who dismissed the idea of a neurological examination. "We will get out there across the country. Americans will see him for themselves."



In a closed-door meeting this week with prominent Republican opponents of Mr. Trump, some participants, including former and current Republicans, told two top officials -- Jeff Zients, the White House chief of staff, and Jen O'Malley Dillon, the campaign chair -- that Mr. Biden should drop out of the race, according to two people familiar with what took place.



Mr. Biden's aides responded by saying that was a nonstarter.



Still, comments by top campaign supporters have stoked speculation -- and some measure of wishful thinking -- that Mr. Biden could cede his spot on the ticket to Vice President Kamala Harris. On Tuesday, Representative James E. Clyburn of South Carolina, whose endorsement proved critical for Mr. Biden in the 2020 primary, told MSNBC that he still wanted a Biden-Harris ticket. But he also preemptively announced whom he would endorse if Mr. Biden departed the ticket.



"I will support her if he were to step aside," Mr. Clyburn said of Ms. Harris.



Appearing outside a fund-raiser in San Francisco on Tuesday, Ms. Harris tried to tamp down talk of any ticket other than Biden-Harris, saying she was "proud to be Joe Biden's running mate."



"Look, Joe Biden is our nominee," she told CBS News. "We beat Trump once, and we're going to beat him again. Period."




Many Democrats worry that Mr. Biden has moved too slowly to confront fears about his mental fitness and stamina.




It is unclear whether efforts to rebuild confidence in the campaign will be successful, as jitters within the party seem to be growing by the day, spanning the breadth of Mr. Biden's political coalition.



Two Democratic lawmakers who represent some of the most contested swing districts in the country -- Representatives Jared Golden of Maine and Marie Gluesenkamp Perez of Washington -- both offered public predictions that Mr. Trump would win the election. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse of Rhode Island 
openly asked for
 assurances from the White House about Mr. Biden's "condition" in an interview with a local television station.



And Representative Lloyd Doggett of Texas, a veteran progressive lawmaker who represents an Austin-area district, released a statement calling on Mr. Biden to drop out of the race, becoming the first elected Democratic lawmaker to do so.



"President Biden saved our democracy by delivering us from Trump in 2020," Mr. Doggett wrote. "He must not deliver us to Trump in 2024."



Privately, many Democrats have said that they must now ensure they win the House to prevent Republicans from controlling all three branches of government, given the G.O.P.'s current advantage in Senate races and now the White House race. Some donors have begun discussing shifting funding from the presidential race to congressional contests, where they believe their party has greater chances of victory.



"You have to make sure you win the House, because the path to the House is the clearest one," said Dan Sena, a former executive director of the House Democratic campaign arm.



One of the first polls released post-debate by an independent news organization, CNN, 
showed on Tuesday that Mr. Trump led Mr. Biden by six percentage points
, 49 percent to 43 percent, which was consistent with his lead in previous CNN polls.



A majority of Democrats and Democratic-leaning voters said the party would have a better chance at winning if the nominee were someone other than Mr. Biden, according to the poll.



If Ms. Harris were the nominee, the race would be slightly closer, the poll showed, with her trailing Mr. Trump by two percentage points, 47 percent to 45 percent. Other Biden alternatives -- Gov. Gavin Newsom of California, Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg and Gov. Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan -- were also trailing.



Former Gov. David Walters of Oklahoma, a member of the Democratic National Committee, stopped short of calling on the president to step aside in an interview on Tuesday. But he said that if swing-state polling emerged showing other potential Democratic contenders in a much stronger position against Mr. Trump, then "that's going to give everybody pause."



He also urged party leaders to be candid in their briefings with Democrats.



"Donors, activists and others would respond a lot better if there was a more straightforward kind of updates and briefings about why it's necessary to either continue on as we are, or otherwise," he said. "You can overdo the rah-rah because people saw what they saw, and they know that 51 million people saw it as well."



Appearing at a fund-raiser in McLean, Va., on Tuesday evening, Mr. Biden acknowledged anew his debate fumble but blamed it on a busy travel schedule in June that took him to Europe twice, though before the debate he spent nearly a week at Camp David 
resting and preparing
.



"I came back and nearly fell asleep onstage," Mr. Biden said.



Katie Glueck
 and 
Nicholas Nehamas
 contributed reporting.
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Democrats in Congress Weigh Whether to Stick With Biden



The private message from congressional leaders was that members should feel free to take whatever position about Mr. Biden's candidacy was best for their districts.




Congressional Democrats have been cautious to defend President Biden.




By Luke Broadwater and Maya C. Miller


Jul 03, 2024


Democratic leaders in the House and Senate refrained on Wednesday from urging their members to rally around President Biden and were instead listening to a barrage of complaints streaming in from both the party's centrist wing and its progressives.



The private message from congressional leaders was that members should feel free to take whatever position about Mr. Biden's candidacy was best for their districts, according to several people involved in the conversations who insisted on anonymity to discuss them.



For some, that meant joining the trickle of elected Democrats who have blasted the president's performance and either called on him to withdraw or suggested he should seriously consider it.



Representative Raul M. Grijalva of Arizona became the second Democrat in Congress to urge Mr. Biden to leave the race, following Representative Lloyd Doggett of Texas, who 
made his call on Tuesday
.



"If he's the candidate, I'm going to support him, but I think that this is an opportunity to look elsewhere," Mr. Grijalva said in an interview. Referring to the president, Mr. Grijalva added: "What he needs to do is shoulder the responsibility for keeping that seat -- and part of that responsibility is to get out of this race."



Other Democrats were not ready to go that far, but hinted they were gravely concerned about Mr. Biden's ability to serve and win re-election.



"I believe the president's delivery at the debate was a disaster," Representative Don Davis of North Carolina, who is running for re-election in a competitive district, said in a statement on Tuesday. "Americans want a leader who is committed to telling the truth, but are also seeking a fighter."



"President Biden needs to show that he is fit to lead the free world and demonstrate his fighting spirit," Mr. Davis added. "If he's going to stay in, he needs to step up."



Several Democrats from politically competitive areas were awaiting the results of polls in their districts to decide whether they would join the calls for Mr. Biden to step aside. Members of Mr. Biden's team -- including Steve Ricchetti and Shuwanza Goff -- were working the phones with lawmakers, trying to tamp down on the growing discontent.



But as congressional leaders called around to Democrats from battleground districts, they heard dire warnings, according to the people involved in the conversations. Some suggested there was no way Mr. Biden could defeat Mr. Trump. Others said Mr. Biden would drag House Democrats down. Still others urged Democrats to rally around Vice President Kamala Harris.



As swing district Democrats awaited the results of their own polls, The New York Times and Siena College 
published a survey
 showing that Mr. Trump's lead in the race had widened after Mr. Biden's fumbling debate performance. Mr. Trump now leads Mr. Biden 49 percent to 43 percent among likely voters nationally, a three-point swing toward the Republican from just a week earlier, before the debate.



At the same time, the Biden campaign circulated a memo to Democrats on Capitol Hill showing that its analysis of polling indicates little to no change in the race after the debate.



"Public polls and our own internal battleground top lines from last night show a steady race: We estimate that we're down just one point. All of this is well within the margin of error and shows a steady race," Hillary Beard of the Biden campaign wrote in an email to House Democrats.



Ms. Beard also touted a surge in fund-raising after the debate, saying the campaign had raised more than $33 million. "The hour after the debate was the best grass roots fund-raising hour of the entire campaign," she wrote.



Still, Democrats were uneasy. Their dilemma was illustrated by the actions of Senator Joe Manchin III of West Virginia, a longtime Democrat who recently abandoned the party to declare himself an independent. Mr. Manchin was so disillusioned by Mr. Biden's debate performance last week -- and angry that his phone calls to top Democrats to vent his alarm went unreturned -- that he asked his staff to book him on several Sunday news talk shows to rail against the state of Mr. Biden's campaign.



Eventually, Senator Chris Coons, Democrat of Delaware and a longtime ally of Mr. Biden, and other Democrats intervened with Mr. Manchin, who canceled the planned television appearances. The Washington Post 
reported earlier on Mr. Manchin's change of plans
.



Other lawmakers who have expressed openness to replacing Mr. Biden have also received calls from the campaign asking for more time to right the ship.



Senator Peter Welch, Democrat of Vermont, said he was leaving the door open to supporting a Democrat other than Mr. Biden.



"Let's be candid: What we saw can't be unseen," Mr. Welch said on MSNBC of Mr. Biden's faltering performance at last week's debate.



"Age is the issue now," Mr. Welch added. "That was the concern that folks had going into the debate. The debate was the opportunity to try to put that to rest, and candidly, it intensified the concerns about age."



Representative Debbie Dingell, Democrat of Michigan, also told the news channel that Mr. Biden needed to make the case quickly to the American people that he has the stamina to do the job. She criticized Mr. Biden for not calling top Democrats in Congress the day after the debate.



"He does not have a lot of time," Ms. Dingell said, adding: "He can't be wrapped in bubble."



Tim Balk
 contributed reporting.
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Biden to Hold Crisis Meeting With Democratic Governors at the White House



The president is trying to reassure his supporters that he can still win in November despite his debate debacle last week.




The meeting was added to President Biden's schedule even as he is trying to maintain some semblance of normalcy in the middle of the biggest political crisis since he took office.




By Michael D. Shear


Jul 03, 2024


President Biden is scheduled to meet on Wednesday with several Democratic governors in a closed-door meeting at the White House, part of a push to reassure the president's supporters that he can still win the election in November despite his debate debacle last week.



The White House has not released the names of the governors who will be meeting with Mr. Biden in the Roosevelt Room, just down the hall from the Oval Office.



The meeting was added to the president's schedule even as he is trying to maintain some semblance of normalcy in the middle of the biggest political crisis since he took office almost four years ago. Before meeting with the governors, Mr. Biden will posthumously present the Medal of Honor to two Civil War Army soldiers for their actions fighting the Confederacy in 1862.



But the situation swirling around the president is anything but normal.



Democrats are openly talking about whether Mr. Biden, 81, should abandon his bid for re-election because he is too old to effectively campaign against former President Donald J. Trump. Representative Lloyd Doggett, Democrat of Texas, 
called for Mr. Biden to step aside
 on Tuesday.



At the same time, the first independent polls since the debate are beginning to emerge, showing that the president has lost ground against Mr. Trump. A 
CNN poll showed
 Mr. Biden losing to Mr. Trump by six percentage points, 49 percent to 43 percent. A series of polls by a pro-Biden super PAC leaked to the news site Puck showed the president slipping across the battleground states and in New Mexico, New Hampshire and Virginia, where he was previously winning.



Privately, Mr. Biden and his top lieutenants are trying to reassure lawmakers, donors and activists that he can turn things around. Publicly, the White House and the campaign have scheduled a series of events intended to show voters that the debate was just an off night.



Mr. Biden will sit for an interview with the ABC host George Stephanopoulos on Friday, his first lengthy interview since the debate. That same day, he will travel to Madison, Wis., for a campaign event. On Sunday, he will campaign in Philadelphia.
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Big Donors Turn on Biden. Quietly.



Some of the president's past supporters want a new candidate, but they are leery of going public.




Earlier moves by donors to mount campaigns to pressure President Biden to step aside have either fizzled out or prompted pushback from fellow contributors and operatives.




By Theodore Schleifer, Kenneth P. Vogel, Shane Goldmacher and Kate Kelly


Jul 03, 2024


Wealthy Democratic donors who believe a different nominee would be the party's best chance to hold the White House are increasingly gritting their teeth in silence about President Biden, fearful that any move against him could backfire.



As of late Tuesday, the party's moneyed class was carefully monitoring post-debate poll results and the positioning of elected Democrats for signs that support for Mr. Biden was cracking.



Earlier moves by donors to mount their own campaigns to pressure Mr. Biden to step down as the party's presidential candidate have either fizzled out or prompted pushback from fellow contributors and operatives.



The deadlock reflects a broader paralysis within the party about how to handle a fraught situation that could inflame intraparty rifts, alienate key constituencies, damage personal relationships and benefit a Republican candidate most of the donors believe poses a threat to democracy.



The dynamic started taking shape mere hours after the debate.



At a breakfast on Friday morning at the Hotel Jerome in Aspen, Colo., where nearly 50 Democratic donors had gathered for a preplanned meeting convened by the super PAC American Bridge, one person asked the crowd for a show of hands of how many thought Mr. Biden should step aside. Nearly everyone in the room raised their hands, according to two people present.



Some members of the Democracy Alliance network of liberal financiers proposed a public statement calling on Mr. Biden to stand down, setting off a vigorous debate among some members of the group, with some floating their dream tickets. But the group's board met after the debate and decided to maintain its support for Mr. Biden, according to a person briefed on the decision.



On a private email list including members of another liberal donor collective called Way to Win, participants expressed frustration with the Democratic Party's circling of the wagons around Mr. Biden and urged that Vice President Kamala Harris be considered for the top spot on the ticket.



A small private online poll distributed after the debate to liberal donors and their advisers found that of dozens of respondents, more than 70 percent indicated that they were "ready to explore Plan B."




Seth Klarman, the chief executive of the hedge fund Baupost, has privately discussed whether to look beyond Mr. Biden this election year.




And on Wall Street, some of Mr. Biden's wealthiest past backers -- including Seth Klarman, the billionaire chief executive of the hedge fund Baupost and a sharp critic of former President Donald J. Trump -- have privately discussed whether to look beyond Mr. Biden, according to two people briefed on his thinking.



On Tuesday, both American Bridge and the Democracy Alliance hosted calls for donors anxious about the situation. Of the more than a dozen donors who spoke on the Bridge call, only one argued that the party should stick with Mr. Biden, according to a participant. Others expressed a desire to move on.



And next week, the dilemma is expected to be a hot topic on the sidelines of the annual meeting of chief executives at the Allen & Company summit in Sun Valley, Idaho, according to a person close to several major donors.



The deliberations among wealthy Democrats, detailed in more than two dozen interviews as well as in written communications reviewed by The New York Times, only intensified as the Biden campaign and the party establishment formed a protective wall around him in the days after the debate.



The party's aggressive defense of Mr. Biden scared off donors from publicly calling for his replacement, said Maggie Kulyk, the owner of a wealth management firm and a board member of the Women Donors Network.



"Toeing this line makes us look almost, but not quite, as morally bankrupt as the Republican Party," she said. "I mean, c'mon, man! Know when to say when."



Ms. Kulyk added that donor coalitions might be timid about calling out Mr. Biden because they do not want to alienate donors "who feel strongly that we just need to stay the course."



But, she said, "I don't think the wall is very strong," adding, "If a few voices came out, it could all come apart. And in my mind, I think that's what needs to happen."



Donor support is one of the indicators being closely watched to gauge whether Mr. Biden will be able to survive the mounting doubts caused by his weak debate performance. Other factors include the stances of elected Democrats, some of whom 
began on Tuesday to question
 whether it is in the party's best interest to stick with Mr. Biden, as well as post-debate polls.



The backing of major contributors matters to Mr. Biden. Both Mr. Trump and Mr. Biden have harnessed digital fund-raising to their advantage during difficult moments, such as Mr. Biden's catastrophic debate and Mr. Trump's criminal conviction. But it is seven-figure donors who are essential to financing negative ads by super PACs, for instance. 




A billboard paid for by the Democratic National Committee in Atlanta before the first presidential debate last week.




The Biden team, along with some donors themselves, are uneasy about the suggestion that major contributors could orchestrate a change of the ticket.



"To suggest that the donor community could do that is scary," said Craig Kaplan, a lawyer and Democratic donor in New York. "Money plays too much of a role in politics already."



The debate has particularly riven Democratic donor groups that are typically fairly harmonious. At Way to Win, a donor collaborative founded during the peak of Trump-era resistance, organization leaders have touted Ms. Harris as a potential replacement for Mr. Biden. 



Jen Fernandez Ancona, a founder of the group, stressed Ms. Harris's electoral viability to allies in an internal email chain reviewed by The Times: "I absolutely believe we can do it with Harris at the top of a ticket and a good V.P. choice."



Tory Gavito, another founder of Way to Win, said in an interview that the organization's official position stopped short of calling for Ms. Harris to lead the ticket. 



If Mr. Biden withdrew, and Ms. Harris ascended to the top of the ballot, she would inherit the campaign's cash reserves, which stood at $212 million at the beginning of last month. If another candidate were elevated to the top of the ticket, things could get more complicated. "Think it through," said Steve Silberstein, a major Democratic donor. "You've got to think three moves ahead of this game."



Democratic donors have hotly debated prospective replacements beyond Ms. Harris, such as Gov. Gavin Newsom of California and Gov. Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan. Some donors have reached out to Mr. Newsom to encourage him to make a run, according to a person familiar with the outreach.



In Silicon Valley, efforts by Reid Hoffman, the billionaire founder of LinkedIn, to rally fellow Silicon Valley donors behind Mr. Biden have been controversial among his peers. In an email blast this week, a Hoffman adviser criticized Way to Win and Democracy Alliance.



One billionaire megadonor peer of Mr. Hoffman called an email he had sent minimizing the impact of the debate "shocking." And some other donors who received it found it too dismissive of the risks of keeping Mr. Biden as the nominee, according to two people close to other major donors. Tech entrepreneurs who have been dismissive of Mr. Biden's chances privately include the investor Ron Conway and the StubHub chief executive Eric Baker, according to people close to them. 




Democratic donors have hotly debated prospective replacements for Mr. Biden beyond Vice President Kamala Harris, including Gov. Gavin Newsom of California, center.




On Wall Street, where executives tend to be unsentimental about cutting their losses, a half-dozen prominent Democratic donors said Mr. Biden's chances had plummeted after the debate, at times using expletives to describe the situation.



In recent days, some company leaders and Democratic political operatives have called the chief executive of JPMorgan Chase, Jamie Dimon, according to someone with knowledge of the calls, to gauge his interest in replacing Mr. Biden. (Mr. Dimon has said repeatedly that he will not run.)



Michael Novogratz, a cryptocurrency investor who supported Mr. Biden in 2020 but now worries about his age, welcomed the moment. "I have been advocating for other choices," he wrote in a text to The Times. "The poor performance at the debate opened that door for the first time." 



Mr. Klarman, the hedge-fund manager and a strong supporter of Mr. Biden in the run-up to the debate, has in recent days told friends and fellow donors that they should seriously consider exploring a Plan B, citing his debate performance, according to a person who has spoken to him.



"The most important thing President Biden -- and all of us who have supported him to date -- can do is prioritize the defeat of Donald Trump in this election," Mr. Klarman said in a statement. "I trust President Biden, who has been a truly great president, will continue to keep this at the center of every decision about the path forward."



Some donors and their political advisers said in interviews that Democrats would be better off focusing on groups that could help the party regardless of who is atop the ticket.



Steve Phillips, a longtime Democratic donor in San Francisco who described himself as having been "deluged with frantic calls, emails and texts from fellow Democratic donors desperately seeking a way to remove Biden from the presidential ticket," said he had counseled his peers to "just hunker down, ride this out and focus on voter mobilization." He added, "That's a much better use of your time than worrying about whether Gretchen Whitmer could be the candidate."



Donors pushing for replacing Mr. Biden should be careful what they wish for, warned John Morgan, a lawyer who said he had raised nearly $1 million for the Biden campaign and was planning a summer fund-raiser for Mr. Biden.



"I fear that the scrum for a new nominee could cause more infighting and do more harm than good in the overall scheme," Mr. Morgan wrote in a text. "None of us will decide -- the president will."



Still, the president's supportive outside groups and their donors are beginning to plot how they would shift gears without Mr. Biden. The billionaire Facebook co-founder Dustin Moskovitz, one of the party's single biggest givers, was asked on social media on Tuesday what the party should do about Mr. Biden. 



"Ah well that's easy, they just need to," Mr. Moskovitz 
joked
, cutting himself off midsentence. He did not write another word.
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The Historical Echo Biden Has Tried to Suppress



Democrats have rebuffed comparisons between 2024 and 1968. Recent events show they have more to do.




Lyndon Johnson, whom President Biden has described as an inspirational figure, declined to run for re-election in 1968.




By Jess Bidgood


Jul 02, 2024


More Democrats 
aired doubts about President Biden's candidacy
 on Tuesday, the most public and direct voicing of concern since his disastrous debate performance on Thursday.



Only one lawmaker called for the president to withdraw from the race, but that person, Representative Lloyd Doggett of Texas, invoked a historical comparison that is particularly resonant.



"I represent the heart of a congressional district once represented by Lyndon Johnson," Doggett said. "Under very different circumstances, he made the painful decision to withdraw," he added, calling on Biden to take the same step that Johnson did in 1968.



"Recognizing that, unlike Trump, President Biden's first commitment has always been to our country, not himself, I am hopeful that he will make the painful and difficult decision to withdraw," Doggett said.



At happier points in his career, Biden himself has evoked Johnson, although more favorably. In 2017, at a point between his vice presidency and his presidency, he 
spoke at the Lyndon B. Johnson Presidential Library in Austin, Texas
, where he said President Johnson's civil-rights efforts had inspired him to enter politics decades earlier.



In 2021, less than two months after taking office, Biden brought up Johnson as he 
talked up his American Rescue Plan
 and his efforts to move the nation away from trickle-down economics. "This is the first time we've been able to, since the Johnson administration and maybe even before that, to begin to change the paradigm," Biden said.



President Biden's supporters have spent a lot of time this year rebuffing comparisons to 1968. That year, after Johnson announced he would not accept his party's nomination for the presidency, his vice president, Hubert Humphrey, emerged victorious from a Democratic National Convention in Chicago that was rocked by riots and a violent police crackdown.



Biden allies have said that college demonstrations this year over the war in Gaza were nothing like the protests that shook campuses in 1968. Democratic officials have downplayed the likelihood that protests at this year's convention, which will also take place in Chicago, could be on the scale of what happened there in 1968. And, of course, they have dismissed the possibility of the convention meeting without a nominee.



But Tuesday's events made it clear that they have more to do to beat back the comparisons.



Other comments by Democratic Party leaders showed that the Biden team's attempts to soothe their party's panic have not worked.



Representative Nancy Pelosi, the former House speaker, said it was a "legitimate question" to ask whether Biden's calamitous performance was an "episode" or a "condition" -- although she added that one could ask the same question about Trump's falsehood-filled performance.



And Representative James Clyburn of South Carolina, a longtime Biden ally, said he would back Vice President Kamala Harris if Biden stepped aside. He said that he wanted the ticket "to continue to be Biden-Harris," but it was notable that such a close ally would even acknowledge a possibility that anyone other than the president could lead the ticket.



The White House is considering holding a meeting to reassure Democratic governors on Wednesday, 
my colleagues have reported
, and the campaign announced plans to hold an event in the battleground state of Wisconsin on Friday. Biden is also planning a rare sit-down interview that day, with George Stephanopoulos of ABC News.



In a moment of extraordinary uncertainty -- and with more people who have interacted with the president saying that his lapses have 
grown more frequent
 -- it's not clear yet whether that will be enough to calm Democrats' worries.









Gov. Gavin Newsom, Democrat of California, has mounted a strong defense of President Biden since last week's debate, even as he is seen as a leading candidate to take over the Democratic ticket if Biden were to step down.




Why Gavin Newsom can't lose



There is one group of Democrats who are not publicly expressing doubts about Biden's candidacy -- and it happens to contain some of the people who might be best positioned to replace him in the unlikely event he leaves the presidential race.



That's the group of Democratic governors viewed by the party -- and perhaps by themselves -- as having the best shot at the White House in 2028.



In recent days, Gov. Gavin Newsom of California, 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan
 and Gov. Wes Moore of Maryland, all of whom are viewed as rising Democratic stars, have seemingly moved to prove who among them is most loyal to Biden. They've taken to the airwaves to defend him and in some cases hit the campaign trail, often burnishing and celebrating Biden's record better than he has been able to do himself.



I was curious about the delicate dance these governors are doing with Biden, so I called 
Shawn Hubler
, a Sacramento-based reporter for The New York Times, seeking something of a case study on the governor who might be the best known of the bunch. Shawn has covered Newsom off and on since 2003, when he was the mayor of San Francisco, and she explained to me why, barring some major change in the political landscape, Newsom is unlikely to heed the calls from Democrats dreaming he'll take over the ticket. Our conversation was edited for length and clarity.



One of the most striking 
images
 after the debate was a photograph of Newsom in the spin room, with dozens of reporters pressed in around him. What has stuck out to you about Newsom's defense of Biden since those moments?



Long before this campaign, Newsom has felt that Democrats really underestimated Republicans, Trump and the MAGA right, and he has believed strongly that he needs to be sort of the tip of the spear for Democrats -- someone who can take the fight to the right and stand up to a bully. Since the debate, I've been struck by his discipline and by his loyalty to President Biden. I think he also doubts that the candidate is likely to change. So he sees himself as being a loyal lieutenant and a fighter who has been telling people to calm down, that the race hasn't really changed and that Democrats need to fight harder.



He's been the subject of loud calls -- or at least wish-casting -- from some corners of the Democratic Party to take the fight to Trump himself by replacing Biden on the ticket. Can you imagine him doing that?



For Newsom, there's not really a path forward that feels legitimate and true to his character. Even if the president were to step down, the logical person next in line would be Kamala Harris, another Californian whom Newsom has known for his entire career. They came up together in San Francisco. And he's not going to go against Kamala, even though they're known as frenemies in the small world of San Francisco politics. His eye has always been on 2028, so jumping in now just doesn't make sense from a logistical standpoint.



Newsom is a governor, but he's fashioned himself as a national figure, too. How intentionally did he do that?



He has been having a national conversation on behalf of an enormous state since he first ran for governor in 2018. During the Trump administration, there was a real foil for him, a real villain for him to tilt at. He relentlessly went after the Trump administration, with the exception of things like federal disaster assistance, and he's lashed back at rising Republican politicians who have used California as a sort of foil to sell their own ideas. The failed attempt by Republicans to recall him in 2021 also left him with an enormous campaign war chest that he has used really effectively to raise his profile and amplify California's Democratic narrative nationally.



This is a cynical point, but it almost feels like, for Newsom, if the goal is to be elected president in 2028, another four years of a Trump administration could help him raise his profile even more.



Four more years of Trump will play right into the framing that has buoyed Newsom into the position that he is in now. That would be right on brand. But I know that would be the last thing he wants, because four more years of Trump would not be good for California. Four more years of Joe Biden wouldn't hurt him, either. He's not in a lose-lose position.



He's kind of in a win-win. Is there anything that you could see at this point that would cause him to abandon that ironclad loyalty to Biden that he has displayed over the past week and over the past months?



I don't. Newsom came up in San Francisco, in the Bay Area and in the politics of the Bay Area, and one of the first rules of politics, both there and in most cities, is that you're only as good as your word. So he understands how to keep his word. I know it sounds counterintuitive, and I suppose anything could happen, but I see him as a guy who doesn't have a lot to lose by biding his time.
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Menendez Defense Rests Without Senator Testifying



Senator Robert Menendez of New Jersey is accused of a wide-ranging international bribery conspiracy. Jurors are likely to begin deliberating next week.




Senator Robert Menendez of New Jersey is accused of participating in an international bribery conspiracy. He did not take the stand in his own defense. 




By Benjamin Weiser and Tracey Tully


Jul 04, 2024


After calling just four witnesses, lawyers for Senator Robert Menendez of New Jersey rested their case late Wednesday afternoon in Manhattan federal court, setting the stage for jurors to begin deliberations in his international bribery conspiracy trial early next week.



Mr. Menendez, 70, said that he decided against testifying in his own defense for two primary reasons.



The government, he said, had not proved its case, and he did not want to give prosecutors an opportunity to rehash the charges twice -- once on cross-examination and again in closing arguments.



That was "simply not something that makes any sense to me whatsoever," Mr. Menendez said as he left the courthouse after proceedings ended for the day.



"I expect my lawyers will produce a powerful and convincing summation, deduce how the evidence came out, where they failed across the board, and have the jury render a verdict of not guilty," he added.



Final summations in the case -- first by prosecutors, then by lawyers for Mr. Menendez and two co-defendants, followed by a government rebuttal -- are likely to begin as early as Monday afternoon, according to the judge, Sidney H. Stein of Federal District Court.



A lawyer for one of the co-defendants, 
Fred Daibes
, a New Jersey real estate developer charged with giving bribes of gold and cash to the senator and his wife, rested his client's case without calling a single witness. Lawyers for the other co-defendant, 
Wael Hana
, who runs a global halal meat certification company based in New Jersey, were expected to call their final witness on Monday morning.



That witness, described in court as a former Egyptian government official who now works for Mr. Hana's company, has been trying to obtain a visa for nearly a month to travel to the United States to testify.



Prosecutors have said that Mr. Menendez 
exerted pressure
 on an official with the U.S. Department of Agriculture to help safeguard a 
lucrative monopoly
 that Egypt had awarded Mr. Hana's company, IS EG Halal. In return, the company funneled bribes to Mr. Menendez through his wife, Nadine Menendez, according to a federal indictment.



Mr. Menendez's defense case included testimony from two family members -- his older sister, Caridad Gonzalez; and Katia Tabourian, his wife's sister.



Ms. Menendez, 57, has also been charged in the conspiracy. Prosecutors have depicted her as a key go-between and a conduit for bribes that included gold, cash and a Mercedes-Benz convertible.



Jurors heard her voice in phone messages and were shown scores of texts she wrote. But she never stepped foot in the courtroom during the trial. Judge Stein postponed her trial after she was diagnosed with breast cancer; Mr. Menendez 
disclosed during the first week of trial testimony
 that she was preparing to undergo a mastectomy and might need additional radiation treatment. She has pleaded not guilty.



During the trial, much of Mr. Menendez's defense evolved through vigorous cross-examination of government witnesses, as his lawyers sought to undermine charges that he and his wife took hundreds of thousands of dollars in bribes in exchange for the senator's willingness to use his political clout to do favors for friends and the governments of 
Egypt
 and 
Qatar
.



The bribery scheme alleged by prosecutors began in February 2018, less than a month after Mr. Menendez was cleared of charges tied to an unrelated federal corruption case in New Jersey. That case 
ended in a mistrial
 in 2017 after jurors were unable to agree on a verdict, and prosecutors decided on Jan. 31, 2018, to 
drop the remaining charges
.



Mr. Menendez also decided against testifying in the 2017 trial, which the jury in the Manhattan case have not been told about.



Since the middle of May, prosecutors have introduced 
thousands of pieces of evidence
, including text, email and voice mail messages that were played aloud in court. The government also questioned more than a dozen witnesses who testified against Mr. Menendez, including a former New Jersey attorney general, Gurbir S. Grewal, and the state's top federal prosecutor, Philip R. Sellinger.



Prosecutors have said the senator sought to meddle in criminal matters before their offices on behalf of his allies.



As part of the defense case, Ms. Gonzalez, who is 11 years older than the senator, offered testimony that seemed intended to undermine the government's claim that cash found during a June 2022 F.BI. search of the couple's Englewood Cliffs, N.J., home came from bribes paid to the couple.



Mr. Menendez said after he was indicted last year that he had 
regularly withdrawn money
 from his savings account for decades for "emergencies," and that he did so "because of the history of my family facing confiscation in Cuba." His family fled Cuba for the United States in 1951, three years before he was born in New York City.



Ms. Gonzalez, who said she was 8 when the family left Cuba, elaborated in court on her brother's 
public account
, telling the jury that their father had stored money in a false bottom of a grandfather clock and that her mother, a seamstress, hid cash in the door frame of a closet.



"Daddy always said, 'Don't trust the banks. If you trust the banks, you never know what can happen,'" Ms. Gonzalez 
testified Monday
.



After Mr. Menendez's lawyers called their final witness late Wednesday, Judge Stein questioned the senator, out of the jury's view, to make sure he understood the decision whether to testify was his alone. Mr. Menendez said he had discussed the matter "at length" with his lawyers.



Soon, when the jury had returned, Adam Fee, one of his lawyers, announced, "Your honor, that was our last witness, and with that, the defense for Senator Menendez rests."
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Heritage Foundation Head Refers to 'Second American Revolution'



Kevin Roberts, president of the group that has coordinated the Project 2025 policy plan, said it could be "bloodless if the left allows it to be."




The president of the Heritage Foundation said he was encouraged by the immunity ruling from the Supreme Court.




By Maggie Astor


Jul 03, 2024


The president of the Heritage Foundation, a right-wing think tank that has developed 
a prominent series of policy plans
 to overhaul the federal government under a Republican president, said on Tuesday that the country was "in the process of the second American Revolution, which will remain bloodless if the left allows it to be."



The group's president, Kevin D. Roberts, made the comments 
in an interview
 on "The War Room," the Trump adviser Stephen K. Bannon's show on the network Real America's Voice. (Mr. Bannon himself did not host the show on Tuesday, because he 
reported to prison
 the day before to serve a sentence for contempt of Congress.)



Mr. Roberts was discussing 
the Supreme Court's ruling
 on Monday that presidents have substantial immunity from prosecution for what they do in office, a ruling that 
upended the criminal case
 against former President Donald J. Trump for his attempts to overturn the 2020 election and that removes a potential barrier to 
the most radical elements
 of 
his second-term agenda
 if he is elected again.



"We ought to be really encouraged by what happened yesterday, and in spite of all of the injustice -- which of course friends and audience of this show, of our friend Steve, know -- we are going to prevail," Mr. Roberts said, alluding to Mr. Bannon's imprisonment.



He went on to say that "the radical left" was "apoplectic" because "our side is winning" and said, "And so I come full circle in this response and just want to encourage you with some substance that we are in the process of the second American Revolution, which will remain bloodless if the left allows it to be."



"Right on. Thank you, brother," the interviewer, former Representative Dave Brat of Virginia, replied.



Mr. Roberts's remarks 
were publicized
 by the liberal media watchdog group Media Matters for America.



In response to a request for comment, Mr. Roberts said that the "revolution" would be "to take power back from the elites and despotic bureaucrats" and added: "These patriots are committed to peaceful revolution at the ballot box. Unfortunately, it's the Left that has a long history of violence, so it's up to them to allow a peaceful transfer of power."



Mr. Trump is the only president in American history who has refused to accept the results of a democratic election.



Allies of Mr. Trump, and Mr. Trump himself, have long used extreme rhetoric and suggestions of violence against his political opponents and against the left in general. Actual violence has occurred on multiple occasions, most notably during the white supremacist rally in Charlottesville, Va., in 2017, and in the storming of the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. And the rhetoric 
has escalated
 during the 2024 campaign.



Among many other comments, Mr. Trump has said that shoplifters should be shot; implied that the former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff should be executed for treason; urged his supporters to "go after" the New York attorney general, whose office filed a lawsuit against him for fraud; 
suggested
 that his supporters might commit violence if the Supreme Court ruled against him; and 
refused
 to rule out political violence if he were to lose in November.



Mr. Trump has also repeatedly dehumanized political opponents and immigrants, using terms like "
vermin
" and "
poisoning the blood of our country
" that echo Hitler and other authoritarian leaders. And this past weekend, he 
reposted an image
 on social media declaring that former Representative Liz Cheney, a prominent Republican critic of his, should be subjected to "televised military tribunals" for treason.



The policy plan that the Heritage Foundation has helped coordinate with similarly aligned groups is called 
Project 2025
. It is not Mr. Trump's official platform; his campaign instead points to 
Agenda47
, which focuses on curtailing immigration and encouraging economic growth. Some of the authors of Project 2025 served in Mr. Trump's first administration or are seen as candidates for positions if he wins another term.



Mr. Trump's campaign has emphasized that Heritage is an outside group and that proposals Mr. Trump has not personally endorsed should not be taken as statements of his plans, though in some areas there is significant overlap between what Heritage has proposed and what he has proposed -- including plans to 
centralize power
 in the executive branch and eliminate 
legal constraints and personnel
 from his first term.



James Singer, a spokesman for the Biden campaign, said in a statement that noted the coming July 4 holiday: "America declared independence from a tyrannical king, and now Donald Trump and his allies want to make him one at our expense. On Jan. 6, they proudly stormed our Capitol to overturn an election Donald Trump lost fair and square -- something not even the Confederacy was able to accomplish -- now they are dreaming of a violent revolution to destroy the very idea of America."
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Robert Towne, Screenwriter of 'Chinatown' and More, Dies at 89



Celebrated for his mastery of dialogue, he also contributed (though without credit) to the scripts of "Bonnie and Clyde" and "The Godfather."




The screenwriter Robert Towne in 2006. He was considered one of the leading screenwriters of the so-called New Hollywood.




By Bill Morris


Jul 03, 2024





Robert Towne, whose screenplay for Roman Polanski's "Chinatown" won an Oscar, and whose work on that and other important films established him as one of the leading screenwriters of the so-called New Hollywood, died on Monday at his home in Los Angeles. He was 89.



His publicist, Carri McClure, confirmed his death on Tuesday. She did not cite a cause.



Mr. Towne's Academy Award was part of a phenomenal run. He was nominated for best-screenplay Oscars three years in a row; his "Chinatown" win, in 1974, came between nominations for "The Last Detail" and "Shampoo," both directed by Hal Ashby. He had also worked as an uncredited script doctor on "Bonnie and Clyde" (1967) and "The Godfather" (1972).



He was widely regarded as a master at writing dialogue, though he was less gifted at meeting deadlines -- he was notorious for delivering long, unshapely scripts way past their due dates. The film historian David Thomson called him "a fascinating contradiction: in many ways idealistic, sentimental and very talented; in others a devout compromiser, a delayer, so insecure that he can sometimes seem devious."




Mr. Towne speaking at the Writers Guild Awards in Los Angeles in 2016.




Mr. Towne later directed a few movies, and occasionally appeared onscreen, but he left his most lasting mark as a writer. And although he remained active into the 21st century, his reputation is based largely on the work he did in the 1970s.



Beginning in the late 1960s with cutting-edge movies like "Midnight Cowboy" and "Easy Rider" and running through "Raging Bull" in 1980, the New Hollywood was a pinnacle for American directors, who followed the French auteur model of making idiosyncratic, personal movies, and also for talented screenwriters like Mr. Towne and a small army of gifted actors, like Jack Nicholson and Dustin Hoffman, who did not fit the old Hollywood mold.



Mr. Towne was a particular favorite of the prominent movie critic Pauline Kael, who reached the peak of her influence during the New Hollywood's heyday. "With his ear for unaffected dialogue, and with a gift for never forcing a point," she wrote in her review of "Shampoo," "Towne may be a great new screenwriter in a structured tradition -- a flaky classicist."



But the New Hollywood was not destined to last, and neither was Mr. Towne's prominence.



Peter Bart, then the vice president of production at Paramount, called it "the last good time." It was swept away by a sea of studio-generated blockbusters, special effects and superheroes -- not to mention the drugs, alcohol and sexual adventurism so prevalent in the 1970s.



Mr. Towne was no stranger to the pleasures and perils of that hedonistic time. His first marriage, to the actress Julie Payne, ended bitterly after he had affairs with both Patrice Donnelly and Mariel Hemingway, who co-starred as track athletes in the first film he directed, the 1982 box-office flop "Personal Best." (There were also rumors of rampant cocaine use on the set.) His career began a long decline at about the same time, although he never stopped writing.



Mr. Towne was born Robert Bertram Schwartz on Nov. 23, 1934, in Los Angeles, and spent his early years in the blue-collar fishing port of San Pedro, Calif. When he was about 7, he saw his first movie, "Sergeant York." He later said he got hooked on movies that day.



His father, Lou, owned a women's clothing store but had his eye on bigger things. He changed the family name from Schwartz to Towne, got into the real estate business, and eventually moved with his wife, Helen, and their two sons to the gated community of Rolling Hills in affluent Palos Verdes, Calif.



Robert attended the exclusive Chadwick School there, then studied philosophy and English at Pomona College, graduating in 1956. While taking an acting class, he met another aspiring thespian, Jack Nicholson. The two would become close friends and collaborators, although they would eventually fall out over the making of a sequel to "Chinatown."



Mr. Towne began his career writing for television shows like "The Outer Limits" and "The Man From U.N.C.L.E." and for Roger Corman's B-movie factory. He both wrote and acted in "The Last Woman on Earth" (1960), a typically bare-bones Corman production. More prestigious work, much of it uncredited rewrites of others' scripts, soon followed.



His "Chinatown" Oscar did not come without agony. The movie focuses on a private eye, Jake Gittes (Mr. Nicholson), who uncovers a complicated scheme by which power brokers in 1930s Los Angeles plan to get rich by controlling the drought-stricken city's water supply. The movie's dark undertow comes from Gittes's discovery that the murdered water commissioner's wife, Evelyn Mulwray (Faye Dunaway), gave birth to a daughter after being raped by her diabolical father, Noah Cross (John Huston).




Jack Nicholson played a private eye in "Chinatown" (1974). Mr. Towne's script won an Academy Award.




In Mr. Towne's original draft, Evelyn kills her father -- what might be called a happy ending, since evil is punished. (In his book "The Big Goodbye: 'Chinatown' and the Last Years of Hollywood," published in 2020, Sam Wasson maintained that Mr. Towne had an uncredited co-writer, Edward Taylor.) But Mr. Polanski, who had escaped death in his native Poland during the Holocaust and had more recently lost his pregnant wife, the actress Sharon Tate, to the murderous Charles Manson family, had darker ideas. He wanted Evelyn to die, and Noah to get custody of the fruit of his incest.



Director and writer went at each other in Mr. Polanski's rented house for two months before filming began. "Bob would fight for every word, for every line of the dialogue as if it was carved in marble," Mr. Polanski recalled in an interview with Peter Biskind for his book "Easy Riders, Raging Bulls: How the Sex-Drugs-and-Rock 'n' Roll Generation Saved Hollywood" (1998). For once, Mr. Towne agreed with him: "We fought every day, over everything."



In the end, Mr. Polanski prevailed. Evelyn gets shot through the head and Noah makes off with their daughter, as Jake looks on helplessly. The ending is indelible, and the movie's closing line has come to be regarded as a classic: "Forget it, Jake. It's Chinatown."



Mr. Towne was slated to direct his own script for a sequel to "Chinatown," "The Two Jakes," built around real estate and oil deals in post-World War II Los Angeles and again starring Mr. Nicholson as Jake Gittes. But the project was plagued with problems, including bitter fights among Mr. Towne, Mr. Nicholson and the producer Robert Evans, and it was finally shelved. It was eventually made, with Mr. Nicholson as director, and released in 1990, to a lukewarm response from reviewers and audiences alike.




Mr. Towne, right, with the producer Robert Evans at the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences' 30th-anniversary screening of "Chinatown" in 2004.




Mr. Towne also worked for years on the script for "Greystoke: The Legend of Tarzan, Lord of the Apes." But he was so disappointed with the finished film, directed by Hugh Hudson and released in 1984, that he insisted on replacing his name in the credits with "P.H. Vazak," shorthand for the name of his beloved Hungarian sheepdog, Pannonia's Hira Vazak. His "Greystoke" screenplay was nevertheless nominated for an Oscar. (It lost to Peter Shaffer's script for "Amadeus.")



Six years after the poor performance of "Personal Best," Mr. Towne returned to directing with "Tequila Sunrise," a suspense film starring Mel Gibson, Michelle Pfeiffer and Kurt Russell. Although it enjoyed some critical and box-office success, he would direct only two more movies, "Without Limits" (1998) and "Ask the Dust" (2006).



He remained active as a writer, notably contributing to the first two films in the "Mission: Impossible" franchise, and was credited as "consulting producer" on the 2014-15 season of "Mad Men." But his glory days, like the New Hollywood itself, were long gone.



Mr. Towne is survived by his wife, Luisa Towne; two daughters: Chiara Towne, from his second marriage, and Katharine Towne, from his marriage to Ms. Payne; and  his brother, Roger.



In 1988, as "Tequila Sunrise" was set to premiere, Mr. Towne seemed to be summing up the plight of all Hollywood screenwriters when he told The New York Times:



"The characters I write about are men who control events far, far less than events control them. My characters get caught, they try even though they don't prevail or even significantly influence events. These guys muddle through."



But he continued to maintain that the muddling was worth the effort. In a 1991 essay for Esquire, he explained why movies were his medium of choice.



"There are no novels or plays I'm itching to write and there never have been," he wrote. "I love movies. I think movies best communicate whatever I have to say and show; or to put it another way, when what you want to show is what you have to say, you are pretty much stuck with movies as a way of saying it."



Livia Albeck-Ripka
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/02/movies/robert-towne-dead.html
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How to Strengthen Your Strands Game



The newest New York Times game has confounded and enthralled solvers. Here are some tips to help you improve your skills.








By Sam Corbin


Jun 28, 2024


Strands
, the newest game from The New York Times, is part Spelling Bee, part Mini Crossword and part word search puzzle. The objective is to use every letter on the board exactly once to create words that relate to the day's theme, which is hinted at in the puzzle's title.



Finding themed words is the main goal, but non-themed words count for something, too. With three of those, the player can learn the location of one themed word. One word on the board -- called the "spangram," because it spans from one end of the board to the other -- summarizes the theme.



We've put together a few tips and tricks for the game from both its creators and players, so you can hit the Strands running ... or be the last man
 strand-
ing, maybe. Or both. For clarity's sake, puzzle titles appear between quotes, while themed entries are capitalized. We'll note when something is a spangram.



Start thinking like a wordsmith (if you don't already).



The title of each Strands board is usually a play on words. For instance, a past puzzle titled "What's the Issue?" featured the spangram MAGAZINES, and included WIRED, TIME, PEOPLE and HIGHLIGHTS among its other entries. Another one, called "Back and Forth," had the spangram PALINDROMES -- some answers were RACECAR, KAYAK and MADAM.



Heidi Erwin, a digital puzzle designer for The Times, recommends using wordplay as a way into the game. "In terms of breaking into a puzzle, I'd start by looking at the themed clue above the board," Ms. Erwin said, referring to the puzzle's title. "Consider possible double meanings and the themes that could be implied by those double meanings."



As with a crossword clue, that double meaning isn't necessarily the first one that comes to mind; read the title every which way to see what it might imply. A recent puzzle's title, "Lock Steps," probably led some solvers to think of lock picking or synchronized dance moves. But the themed spangram was HAIR CARE, the "steps" of which included LATHER, RINSE and TOWEL.



"We're a team that loves words," Ms. Erwin said. "So remember that some themes may feel almost like a tricky purple Connections category."



Stick to the corners.



Both solvers and editors vouched for a "corner strategy," which consists of looking in the four corners of the board and trying out letter combinations. Corner letters have only three possible "strands," as opposed to middle letters' eight. Ms. Erwin offered the analogy of a jigsaw puzzle: Piecing together the edges is the easiest part.



This is also how Stephanie Blumenstock, a teacher in New York City who plays Strands nearly every day, approaches the game. "If I have a strategy at all, it's one I copied from my sister," Ms. Blumenstock said, adding that her sister rarely uses hints. "She starts by trying to find words along corners. So I often do that."



Language, too, has its corners and edge pieces -- as in common word endings, or letters that can be paired with only one or two others. If you see -ing or -able, for instance, you might try backing into that suffix with a few different words. When you see a Q on the board, look for the U that follows it and build out from there.



And keep in mind that since every letter on the board must be used to complete the game, you won't ever be too far off the scent of your next word. Ms. Blumenstock wasn't a word search fan before playing Strands, but she gets a consistent thrill out of the detective work required to fill the board. "I like the element of the words being completely jumbled up, and how that makes them harder to find," she said.



Try out a few different strategies.



Consider the other games you play daily, and think about how you play them. Do you use games to relax, or do you tend to prefer a competitive aspect? (If you're not sure, you can take our 
puzzle personality quiz
 to see what we think.)



Tracy Bennett, a puzzle editor for The Times who selects and edits daily Strands boards, outlined two ways to approach the game: the whimsical method, and the strategic method.



"The whimsical method would just be to try words," Ms. Bennett said, noting that non-themed words still give the solver points toward hints. The strategic method, she said, would begin with "reading the title and thinking about what it might be," and then finding the spangram before moving on to smaller themed words.



Regardless of how you tend to approach other games, give yourself a trial period at the outset: Take it slow, see if any words jump out and don't be afraid to use hints when you're stuck. Unlike Connections or Wordle, there's no final turn in Strands, so you can experiment to figure out what sticks for you. Later, you can develop a personalized approach like Peter Blair, an editor for The Times, who designed a 
scoring system for Connections
 so athletic that I can't believe he still has fun while playing. Or maybe you're more like Isaac Aronow, an editor on the Games desk who settled on taking 
a purely aesthetic approach to Wordle
. That's just different strokes for different folks! Or different Strands in different hands, in this case.



Yes, there are Easter eggs.



Strands features its fair share of coincidences, given how many ways a board's letters can be connected -- but on occasion, you may also discover a purposefully inserted Easter egg. In a recent puzzle with the spangram BROADWAY, for instance, about well-known musicals, the board was designed so that its spangram ran down it in the shape of the namesake street in Manhattan.



Don't sweat any false starts, though. The level of difficulty of any given board has far more to do with the connection between the puzzle's title and its theme than anything else. Ms. Bennett said that she never included red herrings on purpose. But, she added, "I've seen them happen." If solvers happened to find any adjacent theme material in the board, she said, they could simply appreciate it as "a freebie."



Play means fun, so make sure to have some.



That playing a game should be fun may seem like a foregone conclusion, but with all of the brilliant, creative and perfection-driven solvers out there, it bears repeating. There's no penalty for endless guessing on Strands, nor is there one for using hints. And believe me, I get it: My personal approach to any Times game is similar to the way I ride my bike or walk around in New York City in that, moments after beginning the activity, I suddenly feel the need to overtake everyone in my path. When did it become a competition? I don't know.



Reed Kavner, a comedy producer in New York City, keeps the spirit of play alive by exchanging his results with his mother via text every day. "We started trading Wordle results in 2021, and then I got her into Connections and Strands, too," Mr. Kavner said. "She's become a more dedicated player than I am now."



Mr. Kavner said that both he and his mother tried to avoid hints as a matter of "personal pride and satisfaction," and they tended to notice who found the spangram faster. But, he added, the game felt chiefly like an opportunity to check in with each another from afar: "It's mostly just a way to say hi and feel connected."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/28/crosswords/strands-tips-and-tricks.html
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At Wimbledon, Players Must Deal With the Challenge of Grass



Fewer and fewer events are held on that surface. It can be tricky, and injuries are common.




Carlos Alcaraz slipped on Wimbledon's Centre Court during last year's men's final.




By Cindy Shmerler


Jun 29, 2024


For Debbie Jevans, a seat on Centre Court at Wimbledon requires no more than a left turn out of her office, then a right turn past the trophies honoring past champions. A few short steps further, the same steps taken by the competitors on finals day, and Jevans finds herself on hallowed grass.



"Centre Court is such a special place," said Jevans, the first female chair of the All England Club, by video call last month. "The court is pristine, the flowers look amazing, the overviews of St. Mary's Church in the background. I feel an enormous sense of pride and thanks to the hundreds of people who have got us to this point."



Seeing the elegance and lush lawns on opening day at Wimbledon is, for players and fans, like stepping back in time. One of the biggest reasons is because professional play on grass is as elusive as a Wimbledon title itself.




Wimbledon groundskeepers work most of the year to maintain the rye grass courts, which allows the ground underneath to remain dry and firm.




Iga Swiatek
 has played 23 WTA grass-court singles matches out of almost 400 total in her career. 
Swiatek
, the world No. 1, has not advanced beyond the quarterfinals at Wimbledon.



Jannik Sinner
, the newly named world No. 1 in men's tennis, enters Wimbledon having played just one ATP grass-court tournament this year -- which he won over Hubert Hurkacz in Halle, Germany, on June 23 -- and only nine in his career. One of those matches was a five-set Wimbledon quarterfinal loss to Novak Djokovic in 2022.



Carlos Alcaraz
 won 12 straight matches on grass last year, including titles at Queen's Club and Wimbledon, but was upset in the round of 16 at Queen's Club about two weeks ago by 
Jack Draper
. At Wimbledon last year, Alcaraz 
beat Djokovic in five sets
. He also 
won the 2022 U.S. Open
 on hardcourts. When he 
won this year's French Open
 on clay he became the youngest man to win three majors on three different surfaces.



"Every time I step on a grass court I have to learn how to move better, how to play better," Alcaraz said after his first-round win at Queen's Club in June. "So I feel like I'm still learning."



The grass-court tennis season is precariously short. This year there are only eight ATP tournaments and seven WTA events, spread over a few weeks.



In 2025, with the dissolution of the Hall of Fame Open in Newport, R.I., there will be one less ATP week on grass. Pro tennis has been played on grass at the International Tennis Hall of Fame in Newport virtually every year since the first U.S. National Lawn Tennis Championships, precursor to the U.S. Open, began there in 1881. The Hall of Fame Open is the only ATP grass-court tournament left in the United States.




Newport, R.I., has been home to grass-court tournaments since the late 1800s.




By comparison, there are 40 hardcourt tournaments out of 70 total on the ATP Tour this year and 22 clay-court tournaments, including the Paris Olympics. The WTA has 56 tour-level events this season, 36 of which are on hardcourts and 13 on clay. The numbers are similar for 2025.



Grass is an inherently tricky surface to maintain and to master. The groundskeepers at Wimbledon spend the majority of the year cultivating and sodding the perfect blades. They even employ the England-based company STRI, which was founded in 1929 to help golf's St. Andrews in Scotland improve its greens, to make sure that the grass is as playable as it is pristine.



The upkeep of grass courts, which quickly become treacherous during frequent London rain -- Frances Tiafoe, Dan Evans and the defending Wimbledon women's champion Marketa Vondrousova all took nasty falls during a tournament in June, putting their Wimbledon chances in jeopardy -- is a challenge, but they also require a different skill set for the players.



When Martina Navratilova won Wimbledon nine times from 
1978 to 1990
 and Pete Sampras captured seven titles from 
1993 to 2000
, the grass was slicker, rewarding those with a potent slice backhand and the ability to serve and volley. Then, in 
2001
, the tennis club changed the surface from a rye mixture to all rye grass, which allows the ground underneath to remain dry and firm, making the court play a little more like a hardcourt. But, given that it is still a soft surface, it can be kinder on the players' bodies than the constant pounding they take on pavement.



"It would be nice to have more tournaments on grass," Navratilova said. "Just for the longevity of the bodies to stay on those natural surfaces more."



Current players agree.




Christopher Eubanks during his quarterfinal match against Daniil Medvedev at Wimbledon last year.




"There's something pure about the grass at Wimbledon," said 
Christopher Eubanks,
 who won his only ATP title on grass in Majorca last year and then reached the quarterfinals at Wimbledon. "Players who like to have clean ball striking, who like to have effectiveness on the serve, are rewarded on grass. If you're into ripping the ball or like to have some variety on the slice, it takes those well too."



The issue for players is the constant change of surfaces throughout the year and that so few tournaments are played on grass. Two major championships, the French Open on clay and Wimbledon on grass, are also contested just three weeks apart. It's all part of the game, Eubanks said.



"We all know when we embark on a career in pro tennis that there are seasons," he said. "You start on the hardcourts, transition to clay, then to grass and then the rest of the year is on hardcourts. We understand that we're only going to get four, maybe five weeks on the grass, so it's important to maximize them as best we can. The varying surfaces is one of the things that makes tennis so cool."



This year the tour schedule adds another wrinkle in that the Paris Olympics are being staged on red clay at Roland Garros a few weeks after Wimbledon ends. That means abandoning the sometimes-staccato movements needed on grass and readjusting to sliding on clay.




The Paris Olympics are being staged on red clay at Roland Garros a few weeks after Wimbledon ends.




For some, the schizophrenic scheduling comes at a cost. While natural clay-courters like Alcaraz, Swiatek and the 14-time French Open champion Rafael Nadal cherish the chance to go for gold on clay, others, like Tiafoe, Aryna Sabalenka, Ons Jabeur, Ben Shelton, Sebastian Korda, Madison Keys and Emma Raducanu, have said that the potential for injury simply isn't worth the risk and are passing on the Olympics.



Fifty years ago, three of the four majors -- the Australian Open at the Kooyong Lawn Tennis Club in Melbourne, Wimbledon and the U.S. Open at the West Side Tennis Club in the Forest Hills neighborhood of Queens, N.Y. -- were all played on grass. Then, in 1975, the U.S. Open shifted first to green clay and then, when the tournament moved to the U.S.T.A. National Tennis Center in Flushing Meadows in 1978, to hardcourts. The Australian Open transitioned to hardcourts in 1988.



For many, the allure of Wimbledon is that it is still played on grass.



"No tournament makes you feel more like a champion than Wimbledon," Navratilova said. "Most kids dream about winning that more than any other tournament. You feel the history when you walk in there. And the grass courts are part of that history."



When asked whether Wimbledon would ever alter its surface to play on hardcourts, Jevans, a former tour player who still finds time to hit on the grass courts, didn't take a breath before responding.



"No," she said as she gazed out the window of her office overlooking the All England Club grounds. "That's my answer. Wimbledon is Wimbledon."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/29/sports/tennis/wimbledon-grass-court.html
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Why We Still Want to Hear the 'Ode to Joy,' 200 Years Later



Beethoven's aspirational vision of unity and peace can be applied to virtually any situation or place. The music makes sure of that.



By Joshua Barone


Jul 02, 2024


Even if you don't know Beethoven's Ninth Symphony, you probably know its finale, the famous "Ode to Joy."



Written 200 years ago, 
the "Ode" is crafted like the best of pop songs,
 with easily hummable, simple phrases that use the same techniques you hear in a Taylor Swift hit today.



But the "Ode" is more than pop. It's a supranational anthem that aspires to a world in which "all men become brothers," as its lyrics say. Its message, taken from a poem by Friedrich Schiller, is so broad and welcoming, so unspecific, that it has been taken up by an extraordinarily broad array of people and political causes.



Since its premiere, the "Ode" has become shorthand for unity and hope, whether sincere or ironic. Sunny lyrics like "Be embraced, oh you millions!" and "Here's a kiss for the entire world" have made it a fixture of the Olympics. It has been adopted by both oppressive regimes and the people who protest them. It sarcastically accompanies terror in "A Clockwork Orange" and "Die Hard," but innocently 
entertains infants on "Baby Einstein" albums
 and in 
a sketch by the Muppets.



Why does this song still have such a hold on the world?



The answer starts with the music. Beethoven didn't always write tuneful melodies, but he certainly knew how. 
He arranged popular songs,
 and composed memorable themes like 
the four-note opening of the Fifth Symphony.
 Nothing, though, is as brazenly catchy as the "Ode to Joy."



Beethoven designed it to be easily sung and hard to forget. It is in common time, with four beats per measure, and unfolds in neat, four-bar phrases. Often, 
there is one note for each syllable of text, and, crucially, the range is an octave,
 with the melodic line moving either up or down the scale. People with no musical training can learn this almost immediately, unlike with most national anthems. "The Star-Spangled Banner," for example, 
has a wide range
 and awkward leaps that trip up even professional singers.



This simple song, though, was revolutionary. Before 1824, no symphony had included a chorus. And in Beethoven's Ninth, it comes out of nowhere. The first three movements are purely instrumental, and the finale starts in a similar vein.



That last movement begins
 with what Wagner, who was heavily influenced by the Ninth, later called the "terror fanfare," a crashing theme that gives way to a recitative response, a declamatory style resembling human speech, in the cellos and basses. Those instruments seem to defy the fanfare, behaving like a dissatisfied listener saying: "No, thank you. Next!"



The orchestra answers with a snippet of the symphony's first movement, but the cellos and basses reject that too. They do the same with bits of the second and the third movements. 
Then, a hint of the "Ode" is received warmly, so it builds until it includes the entire ensemble.



Before the jubilation can get carried away, the terror fanfare returns. This time, though, it is not cut off by cellos and basses, but by a baritone soloist. He breaks the fourth wall, standing in for Beethoven and performing text written by the composer, as he exclaims, 
"Oh friends, not these sounds!"
 He calls for more cheerful music instead. The chorus responds with cries of "Joy!," and the soloist begins the "Ode" proper.



*



The "Ode" is a setting of Schiller's "An die Freude," or "To Joy." (The word "ode" was added for Beethoven's symphony.) Schiller wrote it in the style of a "geselliges Lied," a kind of social drinking song with verses and choruses. Sprawling and based on Enlightenment ideals like trust in reason, democracy and quality, it portrays facets of joy, which Schiller refers to as the "daughter of Elysium."



When this poem was written, in 1785, Beethoven was growing up in Bonn, Germany, a progressive city swirling with the tenets of the Enlightenment that influenced Schiller and, earlier, American independence. Schiller revised his text in 1803, disillusioned by the bloody French Revolution of the 1790s and believing that his earlier version had become detached from reality. Lines that were once incendiary were tamped down; "Beggars become brothers of princes" turned into "All men become brothers." Still, he dismissed the poem as a lapse in judgment, politically and artistically.




Leonard Bernstein, center, at a performance of Beethoven's Ninth in Vienna in 1970.




Beethoven must have been aware of the poem's flaws; when he composed his setting, he took from both versions, and even then only bits and pieces. But he was still devoted to the Enlightenment, especially in the face of revolution and resurging autocracy. He much preferred, he wrote in a letter, "the empire of the mind," which he regarded as "the highest of all spiritual and worldly monarchies."



If his decision to end his Ninth Symphony with a choir and vocal soloists was radical, so was what he did with his setting of the poem. Beethoven came of age in music's Classical era, in which symphonies often followed similar structures: a sonata-form first movement, a slow second, a minuet third and a fast, rousing finale.



The Ninth does away with many of those conventions, retaining some elements of Classical style while blazing a path for the Romantic period that followed. Unfurling over 20 minutes, its "Ode" looks like recognizable forms while resisting categorization. With a remarkably free spirit, the music comments on the poem's text and spins fantasies from it, as the historian 
Harvey Sachs has written
.



Those fantasies most closely resemble a theme and variations, a musical form in which a melody is put through a series of stylistic transformations; the melody, in this case, is the famous song we know as the "Ode." After it is first presented, Beethoven writes a topsy-turvy, bacchic version of it. Instead of one note per syllable, 
there are now two, rising and falling, as if performed by a drunken singer
 incapable of steadiness. But at the mention of God, the music becomes 
awe-inspiringly mighty, with beaming focus.
 It sounds like an ending, but after a pause, the instruments of a military band 
enter with a Turkish march:
 a non sequitur with a touch of kitsch, perhaps, or parody.



Or maybe it's a harbinger of war, because next, a battle begins: one of keys, and by proxy the spirit, represented by a fugue, from which 
the radiant key of D emerges with the biggest treatment yet of the "Ode" melody.
 The only thing left, after all that, is to celebrate.



With the sound of sacred music, the tenors and basses, doubled by deep-voiced instruments in the orchestra, enter with the phrase 
"Be embraced, you millions!" 
In the next section, Beethoven includes the word "devout" in his instructions to the musicians, and listeners can hear a move toward the divine, "beyond the starry canopy," as Schiller describes the realm of "the Creator." Celestial awe gives way to a double fugue of holy grandeur.



Once again, 
the piece seems to have reached a conclusion,
 but it keeps going. The vocal soloists enter, repeating text from the beginning that sets up a return to the line "All men become brothers" and the escalation of a proper coda. Beethoven brings back the military instruments, and the chorus sings the first line of the "Ode" at full power: "Joy, beauteous spark of divinity." You can picture him almost warming up for a new section, but 
the orchestra manically, breathlessly brings down the curtain
 as if to shut down an argument that could go on forever.



Historically, a kind of argument did go on. Theist without being attached to any faith, as political as a "Coexist" bumper sticker, the "Ode" has been adopted across ideologies, with the music's vision of Elysium changing in the eye of each beholder.



That is why it has been used both as Nazi propaganda, even a birthday treat for Hitler, and as a cleansing start to a new era decades later. Leonard Bernstein, shortly after the fall of the Berlin Wall, led a performance in the former East Berlin in which he 
replaced the word "Freude" with "Freiheit," or "Freedom." 
(The Ukrainian Freedom Orchestra has done something similar; last year, it premiered a Ukrainian translation of the Schiller text into Ukrainian, 
with the key word being "slava,"
 or "glory," as in the slogan "Glory to Ukraine!")



More often than not, the "Ode" signifies hope. 
Women in Chile sang a version
 while protesting the Pinochet regime's role in the disappearances and deaths of their loved ones. In Japan, the piece has traditionally been programmed on New Year's Eve as a symbol of rebirth, with choirs made up of thousands of amateurs; for the opening of the 1998 Winter Olympics in Nagano, 
Seiji Ozawa led a performance
 that brought in singers from around the world.



But because this music is so familiar, if not overexposed, it can be used cynically. About a decade ago, there was a wave of ostensibly inspiring "Ode to Joy" flash mob videos on YouTube, 
including one
 that has been viewed nearly 100 million times. In the end, though, that feel-good performance was just dubious viral marketing for a Spanish bank.



It's no wonder that some critics have viewed the "Ode to Joy" as too accessible for its own good. Yet that very quality is what keeps it so present and ever-changing. We still recognize, and hear, this music because it's an earworm for the ages 
and
 it's something to believe in. What that belief is, we may not always get right. But Beethoven must have known, as he kept putting his theme through variations and insisting that "All men become brothers," that Elysium will forever be a work in progress.



Audio credits:
 Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra and Manfred Honeck, "Beethoven: Symphony No. 9" (Reference); Baby Einstein, "Baby Beethoven"; the Muppets, "Ode to Joy"; Ian Bostridge and Anthony Pappano, "Beethoven: Songs & Folksongs" (Warner); Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra and Manfred Honeck, "Beethoven: Symphonies Nos. 5 & 7" (Reference); Beyonce, "The Star-Spangled Banner" (Sony); Leonard Bernstein and various orchestras, "Ode to Freedom"; Ukrainian Freedom Orchestra and Keri-Lynn Wilson, "Beethoven: Symphony No. 9" (Deutsche Grammophon).



Video credits:
 NAOC, "Nagano 1998 Opening Ceremony"; Inside Chile, "La cancion de la rebeldia"; Disney, Muppet Music Video; 20th Century Fox, "Die Hard"; CBS Television in association with Amberson Productions, "Bernstein on Beethoven: A Celebration in Vienna"; Unitel, "Ode to Freedom."



Produced by 
Josephine Sedgwick
 and 
Rachel Saltz
. Additional production by 
Gabriel Gianordoli
.
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A Jewish Teen's Diary Recounts Pain and Resilience in a Nazi Ghetto



In an online exhibition, the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research will explore the account of Yitskhok Rudashevski. He was 13 when the Germans took over Vilnius, Lithuania.




Yitskhok Rudashevski in the 1930s before the Nazi takeover of Vilnius, Lithuania, which he recounted poignantly in a diary as a teenager.




By Joseph Berger


Jul 02, 2024


It has not had the impact of Anne Frank's classic journal, but another teenager's diary from World War II has long provided a vivid picture of the miseries of life in a Jewish ghetto and the striking ways its doomed inhabitants endured.



Now, beginning on July 17, the 
YIVO Institute for Jewish Research in Manhattan
 will focus attention on the diary of the teenager, Yitskhok Rudashevski, by making it the second installment in what the institute calls its "online museum" of Jewish history.



In June 1941, at age 13, Yitskhok, began chronicling daily life in Vilnius, Lithuania (Vilna in Yiddish). He recorded the German army's takeover of the city from its Soviet occupiers, depicting the confinement of Vilnius's 55,000 Jews into two ghettos and documenting the first reports of systematic massacres at the forested suburb of Ponar, where ultimately 70,000 Jews, 8,000 Soviet prisoners of war and 2,000 Polish intelligentsia were shot or machine gunned to death by Nazi "einsatzgruppen" killing squads and Lithuanian volunteers.



Yitskhok was murdered at Ponary in October 1943. His cousin located the diary, written in Yiddish, in an attic hideaway and gave it to the poet Abraham Sutzkever, who had rescued scores of precious books, manuscripts and letters from YIVO's original library in Vilna. The diary has been exhibited before, most prominently in a Hebrew translation at Yad Vashem in Israel, but not in a complete English text and not with a new translation by Solon Beinfeld.



Alexandra Zapruder, the co-curator of the online exhibition said the diary was notable among 85 Holocaust diaries by Jewish teenagers for its youthful eloquence.



"He was an extraordinary literary talent," she said, "Having read dozens of teenage diaries, very few meet this level of literary ability, command of language and spirit of observation."




Yitskhok's diary provides a wider lens on life under Nazi persecution than Anne Frank's journal because, unlike Anne, he was not isolated and hidden in an attic.




The diary differs from Anne Frank's, Ms. Zapruder said, because it details the broad narrative of a city's Jews while Anne's isolation with family members and others in a "secret annex," led her to chronicle that claustrophobic experience.



The exhibition, "A Teenager's Account of Life and Death in the Vilna Ghetto," will use a variety of materials to explore the diary and its implications, including animation, graphic novels, video dramatizations and other interactive features, the institute said.



Yitskhok's diary begins with exuberant description of a get-together of his communist youth group, the Pioneers. But their bonhomie is suddenly shattered by the howl of sirens and thud of bombs. Within weeks, Jews are ordered to leave their homes for two ghettos



"It is an image from the Middle Ages," Yitskhok writes. " A big black mass of people moves, harnessed to their big bundles. We understand that it will soon be our turn. I look at the disorderly room, at the bundles, at the overwhelmed, despairing people."



Yitskhok's family was crammed into an apartment they had to share with other families.



"In addition to the four of us, there are 11 people in the room," he wrote. "The room is dirty and muddy. It is cramped. The first ghetto night. Three of us lie on two doors. I do not sleep. My ears are filled with the lamentation of this day. I hear the uneasy breathing of the people with whom I have so suddenly been thrown together, people who have suddenly been uprooted from their homes just like me."



Despite the malnutrition and poor sanitation that inhabitants suffered in the following months, they set up schools, and youth clubs, published a newspaper, arranged an exhibition on a popular poet, and celebrated the 100,000th book borrowed from the ghetto library.




Dozens of Jews being lined up for execution in the Ponar forest in German-occupied Lithuania in 1941. Yitskhok would be killed in this forest in 1943. 




"At nine o'clock we gathered in the kitchen," he wrote of one social event where a potato kugel (pie) was divvied up. "I look around at those present. All of them our nearest and dearest teachers, friends and comrades. It feels so intimate, so warm, so pleasant. This evening we showed who we are and what we can do."



"Till late at night we sang along with the adults songs that tell of youthfulness and Hope, he wrote. "We were so happy, so happy."



"We have shown that it will not be a broken youth that will emerge from the ghetto."



By April, their fate became clear. News arrived that 85 railway cars filled with 5,000 Jews were taken to Ponary where they were shot to death in pits intended for fuel storage. "The ghetto was profoundly shaken, as if struck by a Thunderclap," Yitskhok wrote. "The mood of massacre has taken hold of the population."



"The claws of the hawk have appeared before us again," he wrote. "People sit confined in a crate and on the other side lurks the enemy, who is preparing to annihilate us in a refined way according to a plan, as today's massacre has shown."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/02/arts/jewish-teen-yitskhok-rudashevski-nazi.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




At 94, June Squibb Is Scaling the Box Office in 'Thelma' and 'Inside Out 2'



Still ambitious, she's also starring in Scarlett Johansson's directing debut. "I have always had this sense that I am going to get what I wanted."




June Squibb in "Thelma," as a grandmother determined to recover the money she lost in a scam.




By Melena Ryzik


Jul 01, 2024


At 94, June Squibb became an unlikely box office champ last month. She had roles in two of the country's Top 10 movies: "Thelma," the charming action comedy in which she plays the lead, and the No. 1 blockbuster "Inside Out 2."



Her career has spanned seven decades, Broadway, TV and 
an Oscar nomination
, in 2014, for Alexander Payne's "Nebraska." But it's 
"Thelma"
 that has ignited audiences: In it, Squibb is a live-wire nonagenarian grandmother who sets out to retrieve her money after being scammed. "We thought 'Nebraska' was hot," she said during a recent video interview. "This is hotter."



"Thelma" is based on (and named for) the writer-director Josh Margolin's 
real-life grandmother
, who will turn 104 in July. Though the offscreen Thelma did not engage in a stunt-filled chase or even fall for the con, she and her alter ego share a sense of tenacity and a joie de vivre, if not a daredevil style on a mobility scooter.



Squibb's co-star is Richard Roundtree, the original "Shaft." It was his final feature role before 
his death last year
, at 81, from pancreatic cancer. He got to see the movie about a week before he died, Squibb said, explaining, "We had no idea that he was ill. It was a joy of my life to have had that time with him."



In "Inside Out 2," Squibb 
plays Nostalgia
, depicted as a bespectacled granny. "The rose-colored glasses got me right away," she said, laughing. "I thought that was so funny."



She tap-danced her way though childhood in a small town in Illinois, and said she always wanted to be an actress. "It never occurred to me when I was growing up that I was anything else -- that was it," said Squibb, who is also the lead in Scarlett Johansson's forthcoming directorial debut, "Eleanor the Great." She is not considering retirement; she still thinks of herself as ambitious.



"It's a very slow kind of ambition, that doesn't rush in," she said. "But I think that I have always had this sense that I am going to get what I wanted."



These are edited excerpts from the conversation.



Thelma is indomitable, but the movie also underscores the realities of aging -- friends gone and physical limitations. What was important for you to show?



Just the showing of age. I mean, at this point, every role I take is in her 90s -- 80s, perhaps, on good days. But I think that the fact that he was writing about an older woman who was capable -- I feel very strongly about it.



You had a stunt double, but a lot of it was you. How did you decide what stunts to do?



I did most of the scooter work. When I read the script, I thought this was going to be great fun, and I really found I had an affinity for this scooter. Except it was hard to stop -- it bucked a little bit. So I had to learn how to stop it cleanly. I did all that walking, up those stairs; I did all the bed rolls; all that business with a gun. That was all me.




Richard Roundtree got to see the film a week before he died. 




Is there a secret to your stamina?



I was always energetic. And when I was working, I always found that extra energy to finish what had to be done. I never faded during a job. Now, I get tired more easily. And I recognize that because -- I never used to recognize it. I would ignore it, but now I don't, and I know I have to stop. But I have in my contract now: I only work 10 hours -- a day.



One undercurrent in "Thelma" is the way in which the world is not set up for older people, or differently abled people -- they have to use ingenuity to get what they want. Was that an important message for you to see onscreen, too?



Oh, yeah. Because I have always broken rules. I don't know why -- even as a kid, I couldn't understand rules. I just feel that we have so much more that we can do, if we stop listening to people saying, "You can't do it." That's very important to me.



You played a stripper 
when you joined the original Broadway cast of "Gypsy,"
 in 1959, opposite Ethel Merman. What was that like?



We all loved Ethel. She was such a oner -- there's no one else like her in this world. And that voice was a joy to hear night after night. The orchestration was great. You'd sit in your dressing room and just listen to that orchestra playing it. We did a wonderful number called "You Gotta Get a Gimmick" every night, and the audience loved us. It was a great period of my life.



Do you miss the stage?



I miss it. I did [the musical] "Waitress" on Broadway for about eight weeks [in 2018]. I loved it, but it sure wore me out. It's just harder on you physically than filming is.



What can you share about "Eleanor the Great"?



It's a woman who says she was in the Holocaust and was not. She's lying. But you get all of the reasons she lies. And she has a wonderful relationship with a girl who's at N.Y.U. They understand each other and, in a sense, Eleanor is feistier than the young girl.




Squibb with Fred Hechinger in "Thelma." Next she's starring in "Eleanor the Great," Scarlett Johansson's directing debut.




You recently joked that now that you've conquered an action movie, your next move is 
to do porn
. What kind of project do you dream of?



I'd love to do a western. I rode for years -- I was a good rider. If they got me on the horse, I think I could stay on it.



A lot of the plot of "Thelma" revolves around her use -- or misuse -- of technology. How do you use tech?



I use my phone all the time, for everything. I text, I email, I Google things, I use YouTube. I don't know the big computers -- when I started to film, I knew what a mouse was, but I didn't know how to use it. My knowledge is, I think, OK for my age. I have friends who are much better.



I think if we're trained or if someone tells us how to do something, we can usually do it. Not all the time -- there are things I can't do on the internet. And certainly, I don't do my own Zooming. There are limits. But we can do more, probably, than people imagine.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/01/movies/june-squibb-inside-out-2-thelma.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




A French Museum Collides With New Jersey Politics



State lawmakers voted to pull funding for an outpost of the Pompidou Center in Jersey City, blaming rising costs. The mayor said the decision was retribution.




A rendering of Centre Pompidou x Jersey City, which would have been the Paris museum's first North American satellite.




By Zachary Small


Jul 03, 2024


Plans to build an outpost of the Pompidou Center in the heart of Jersey City were put on hold after the State Legislature voted last week to rescind $24 million in funding for the Paris museum's project.



Another $34 million in state and federal assistance for what would have been the Pompidou's first satellite location in North America was also put in jeopardy by the vote.



Tim Sullivan, chief executive of the New Jersey Economic Development Authority, 
addressed a letter to museum officials
 saying that the project was called off.



"Due to the ongoing impact of Covid and multiple global conflicts on the supply chain, rising costs, an irreconcilable operating gap and the corresponding financial burdens it will create for New Jersey's taxpayers, the Legislature has rescinded financial support," Mr. Sullivan wrote, "leaving us to determine that this project is unfortunately no longer feasible."



Steve Fulop, the mayor of Jersey City and a major supporter of the museum, blamed the cuts instead on his deteriorating relationship with the state's governor, Phil Murphy, who had supported the 
Centre Pompidou x Jersey City
 initiative when it was 
announced in 2021
 as a way to attract tourists and New Yorkers into a rapidly developing neighborhood.



Mr. Fulop said the situation changed after he 
rescinded his support for Tammy Murphy
, the governor's wife, in the state's Democratic primary to replace Senator Robert Menendez, who is 
on trial for federal bribery charges
. In March, Mr. Fulop pledged support for Representative Andy Kim, saying his initial endorsement of Tammy Murphy was "wrong."



"There is no question in my mind that this is directly related to my support of Andy Kim," Mr. Fulop said of the state's decision to withdraw funding. (Mr. Fulop is also running in next year's governor's race to replace Mr. Murphy, who has reached his term limits.)



Natalie Hamilton, a spokeswoman for the governor, referred to comments he made to reporters in April. "This has literally zero to do with any politics," Mr. Murphy said.



Ben Dworkin, a professor of political science at Rowan University in Glassboro, N.J., said that while 
some public officials had questioned the Pompidou plan
 since its inception, the latest developments were a sign of the growing rift between the governor and mayor. "It is a convenient point of battle," said Mr. Dworkin, who called it "one more notch in an ongoing feud."




Gov. Phil Murphy of New Jersey initially supported the project but ultimately questioned its budget. "We can't marry ourselves to a $19 million deficit forever and always," he said.




While both the city and state agreed that the museum's $176 million in construction costs would be fully funded by public money, they disagreed about the annual operating budget. The city said that $19 million in annual expenses would be covered by ticketing, venue rentals, donations and a proposed tax on new buildings in the area. But the state, 
which recently passed a $56.7 billion budget
, viewed that amount as a regular deficit.



"As we sit here now, we still love the project," Mr. Murphy told reporters in April, "but we can't marry ourselves to a $19 million deficit forever and always."



Records from the governor's office showed that the New Jersey Economic Development Authority had been questioning the project's feasibility in early March, discussing the possibility of withdrawing the funding.



"From the top of the administration and down, this is something where we think the idea is an extraordinary idea," Mr. Sullivan said in an interview. "Where the rubber hits the road has been the math on the money. That's just not working out, unfortunately."



In a letter to the Jersey City Redevelopment Agency,
 Michael Greco, the deputy executive director at New Jersey's state department, asked the city to return an additional $6 million in funding allocated to the museum.



"Because the project is no longer viable and none of the disbursed funds have been expended, we ask that you return the funds to the state," Mr. Greco wrote.



The Pompidou outpost was intended to become a jewel of Journal Square, a section of Jersey City that has received more than a billion dollars in private and public development deals in recent years. In 2021, the Fulop administration hired the architecture firm OMA to transform a 58,000-square-foot former transport hub, known as the Pathside Building, into a cultural center.



The satellite was originally expected to open there in 2024 -- a year before 
the museum's Paris headquarters closed for renovations
 -- but an economic impact report about the museum that was commissioned by Jersey City this year said the target date was 2027.



While state and federal agencies would have provided much of the outpost's funding, the museum's galleries would have benefited from access to the Paris museum's collection of more than 140,000 modern and contemporary artworks. (The Pompidou already has locations in 
Belgium
 and 
China
, with others planned for 
Saudi Arabia
 and 
South Korea
.)



In a statement on Monday, a spokesman for the Pompidou Center said the museum "remains committed to ongoing discussions with the mayor of Jersey City to jointly determine the project's future direction."




The former Pathside Building in Jersey City was supposed to be the museum's home.




Mr. Fulop said that his team was looking at alternative locations for the museum in Journal Square, but that sticking to the original plan was currently impossible.



"This would have been a cultural center that enhanced the entire region," the mayor said, "but it's not possible without the governor and the state as partners."



Several patrons have recently come forward to say they had planned to donate money for the museum. They include the sculptor 
Sassona Norton
 and Eliot Spitzer, the former New York governor whose company has 
helped build a skyscraper in Journal Square
.



"The role that great cultural institutions like the Pompidou play in urban life is enormous, and bringing a museum of that stature and magnitude with its world-class collection to Jersey City would be wonderful," Mr. Spitzer said.



But some local residents were skeptical about the Pompidou's future because of the high costs of running a museum.



Amy Wilson, an artist who lives near Journal Square, recalled that 
the Jersey City Museum closed in 2010
 because of financial difficulties and thin support from philanthropists.



"I don't want to have a second museum fail," Ms. Wilson said. "That would be absolutely devastating to anyone in the arts community in Jersey City if we became the place where museums come to die."
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Yes ... Who? Here Are the Chefs Who Appear in 'The Bear.'



Last season, the FX series featured a parade of Hollywood celebrities. In the new one, it's showing off its food-world credibility with a series of cameos from star chefs.




The new season of "The Bear," starring Jeremy Allen White, includes cameos from acclaimed chefs like Thomas Keller, left.




By Esther Zuckerman


Jun 28, 2024


This article includes spoilers from Season 3 of "The Bear."



Three seasons in, it is clear "The Bear" knows how to book a guest star.



Last season, this FX series about a chef -- named Carmen Berzatto, but Carmy to nearly everyone -- who transforms his family's Italian beef sandwich shop into a fine-dining restaurant called the Bear, featured a parade of Hollywood celebrities including Jamie Lee Curtis and Olivia Colman. In the new season, currently streaming on Hulu, "The Bear" is showing off its food-world bona fides with a series of cameos from star chefs.



In the premiere episode, titled "Tomorrow," Jeremy Allen White's Carmy reflects on his past, which leads to a series of flashbacks that take him to the kitchens of renowned establishments like Noma in Copenhagen and Daniel in Manhattan. Then, as a bookend, the season finale features a host of dining luminaries attending a closing dinner for Ever, a restaurant run in the show by Colman's character, Andrea Terry. Colman is one of many returning guest stars (Curtis is another). Famous newcomers to "The Bear" include John Cena and Josh Hartnett, as well as the "Billions" co-creator and noted restaurant lover Brian Koppelman in an acting role.



That finale, titled "Forever," blends fiction and reality in a way now familiar to "Bear" fans. That's because Ever is a real restaurant in Chicago that is "open for business and thriving," Curtis Duffy, one of the owners, said in a statement. Duffy also said he was "honored to host so many of my peers from across the nation." And, in addition to Ever, the series continues to feature various Chicago spots, including the Croatian cafe Doma and the sausage purveyor Jim's Original.



But it's the chefs who steal the spotlight. Here's who enters Carmy's orbit this year.



Daniel Boulud



In the flashback-heavy season premiere, Carmy, while standing outside O'Hare International Airport, tells his sister, Natalie (
Abby Elliott
), that "New York's got everything." The next thing we know, he's at 65th Street and Park Avenue entering Daniel, the elegant domain of Daniel Boulud. Boulud himself soon appears onscreen, training Carmy directly. One of the dishes we see Boulud showing Carmy how to prepare is his famous sea bass wrapped in thin strips of potato, which he developed at Le Cirque. A 1989 article in The New York Times 
explained that
 "the dish works brilliantly for several reasons. The crunchiness of the ultrathin potatoes contrasts with the delicate bass but does not bully it; the heavily reduced, almost pungent, red-wine sauce is counterbalanced beautifully by the sweet leeks."




Daniel Boulud appears in a flashback in the season premiere.




Rene Redzepi



Last season, the Bear's pastry chef, Marcus (Lionel Boyce), went to Copenhagen to hone his talents, following in his boss's footsteps. Now we see a glimpse of Carmy's time there, specifically at the acclaimed restaurant Noma, under the eye of Rene Redzepi. As Redzepi surveys a wall of photographs of dishes, he and Carmy exchange a glance and a nod. Last year, Redzepi 
announced
 that he would be closing Noma, which currently has three Michelin stars, for regular service at the end of 2024.



Dave Beran



Beran is the chef behind the French restaurant Pasjoli in Los Angeles. But onscreen, in the premiere, you can see him in a flashback working alongside Carmy at Ever under the tutelage of Colman's character.



Paulie James



In the sixth and seventh episodes of Season 3, keep an eye out for Paulie James, a founder of the Los Angeles sandwich mini-chain Uncle Paulie's Deli, 
a celebrity favorite
. In the seventh, titled "Legacy," James shows up to get the Bear's Italian beef window running smoothly alongside Christopher Zucchero, the owner of Mr. Beef, the real-life inspiration for the show's original shop. Zucchero has occasionally appeared in "The Bear" since its start, as Chi-Chi.




Paulie James, a founder of Uncle Paulie's Deli, appears as a sandwich worker.




Thomas Keller



In the premiere, we also see Carmy basking in the California glory of the French Laundry. In the finale, the Laundry's chef, Thomas Keller (also of Per Se), takes the stage in a cold open. Keller tells Carmy -- who's seen in flashback on his first day at that restaurant preparing the family meal -- how to remove a wishbone from a chicken and truss the bird. "I know people call me a chef, but our trade is cooking and that, to me, is such a profound profession, because we get to really be part of people's lives in significant ways," Keller says. "So never forget that."



Grant Achatz



One of the restaurants synonymous with fine dining in Chicago is 
Grant Achatz's Alinea
, so it makes sense that Achatz would show up to attend the "funeral" for Ever. There, Will Poulter's character Luca, introduced last season in Copenhagen, quizzes him, asking specifically about 
Alinea's edible balloons
 and Achatz's "Truffle Explosion," described in a 2016 Food & Wine article by 
Pete Wells as "exploding ravioli."




Grant Achatz, left, and Will Poulter in the season finale of "The Bear."




Kevin Boehm



During the funeral meal, Carmy schmoozes with Kevin Boehm, co-chief executive and co-founder of the Boka Restaurant Group. Boka has a number of notable restaurants around the country, including the namesake Boka from Lee Wolen in Chicago; Stephanie Izard's Girl & the Goat, with locations in Chicago and Los Angeles; and Michael Solomonov's 
Laser Wolf
 in Brooklyn.



Wylie Dufresne



Wylie Dufresne is also at the party, where he functions as the nucleus around which many other guests orbit. He currently operates 
Stretch Pizza
 in New York but is best known for the groundbreaking WD-50, which closed a decade ago. 
Wells, writing in The New York Times
, said, "No other chef did as much as Mr. Dufresne to make kitchen geekery cool," thus he's a perfect fit for "The Bear."



Christina Tosi



Christina Tosi is a pastry chef best known for being a founder of Milk Bar, which offers her creations like cereal milk soft serve. But one of her early jobs was at WD-50. At the funeral dinner at the table with Carmy and Sydney (Ayo Edebiri), she talks about making "cornbread ice cream" and points to Dufresne, explaining that he "ran me through the gamut. How many different ways can you get ice cream to taste like cornbread? Turns out months and months of different ways. It's, like, why I became obsessed with ice cream."




Christina Tosi, a founder of Milk Bar, also appeared in the farewell dinner scene.




Will Guidara



Tosi is married to Will Guidara, who also appears at the Ever farewell. He used to run the Make It Nice hospitality group alongside the chef Daniel Humm until their 
partnership ended in 2019
. Guidara wrote the book "Unreasonable Hospitality," and is embedded in the "Bear" world. He has a story credit on the third episode of this season, "Doors," and is a co-producer on the series.



Anna Posey



Anna Posey, also one of Carmy and Sydney's dining companions, is the pastry chef at the Michelin-starred Elske in Chicago. She runs it alongside her husband, David Posey.



Malcolm Livingston II



At dinner, Malcolm Livingston II talks about making a ganache deemed "the greatest ganache ever" by "Alex." That would most likely be Alex Stupak of Empellon in Manhattan, an alum of -- where else? -- WD-50. Livingston 
succeeded Stupak at that Dufresne establishment
. Livingston now runs August Novelties, a line of dairy-free frozen desserts, but he also used to be the head of pastry at Noma.



Rosio Sanchez



During the Ever dinner, Luca compliments Rosio
 
Sanchez on a dessert she developed that had "negroni ice cream on it." A Chicago native, Sanchez is now a mainstay in Copenhagen. She worked at Noma before opening her taqueria, 
Hija De Sanchez
, followed by her restaurant 
Sanchez
.




From left, Anna Posey, Rosio Sanchez and Malcolm Livingston II were among the real-life food figures who attended the show's "funeral" for Ever.




Genie Kwon



Genie Kwon's Filipino restaurant Kasama already had a major moment in "The Bear": In the Season 2 episode "Sundae," Sydney visits and orders the breakfast sandwich with longanisa (a Filipino sausage) and a hash brown, as well as the mushroom adobo and a mango tart. Kwon is at the Ever dinner and discusses how she doesn't necessarily like cooking, but knew that she always wanted to "make things for people."
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Young Thug's Gang Trial Is Paused Because of Judge's Secret Meeting



The much-delayed case was halted indefinitely to determine whether the judge should recuse himself after meeting with an uncooperative witness.




Judge Ural Glanville had a meeting with prosecutors and an uncooperative witness last month that has led defense attorneys to argue for his recusal from the case.




By Joe Coscarelli


Jul 01, 2024


After more than 10 months of jury selection and 100 days of trial across another half a year, the 
sprawling and much-delayed gang conspiracy case
 against the Atlanta rapper Young Thug and five associates has been halted indefinitely.



Judge Ural Glanville announced on Monday in a Fulton County, Ga., courtroom that the case would not proceed until another judge decides whether Judge Glanville should recuse himself from overseeing the trial. The surprise ruling followed weeks of disputes between the court and defense attorneys, who have argued that a meeting between the judge, prosecutors and an uncooperative witness was 
improper and potentially unconstitutional
.



Judge Glanville had previously denied multiple motions from the defense that called for him to step aside, calling his actions regarding last month's meeting and its aftermath proper. But on Monday, during a hearing about releasing a transcript of the secret meeting, he agreed that an outside judge should decide how the trial would proceed.



Jurors have not heard testimony in the case for two weeks amid the upheaval and were not expected to return until next Monday, following the July 4 holiday weekend. Asked by a prosecutor how long it would take for the trial to get back underway, Judge Glanville said the decision was no longer within his purview. "Hopefully it will get done fairly quickly," he said.



Already 
plagued by disruptions and complications
, both outside and inside the courtroom, the case hit its most recent snag beginning on June 7, when a key prosecution witness, Kenneth Copeland, refused to testify after being sworn in, invoking his Fifth Amendment right to protect against self-incrimination despite having already been granted immunity.



Mr. Copeland spent a weekend in jail on contempt charges and then agreed to testify, although he remained hard to pin down on basic factual matters. When Brian Steel, a lawyer for Young Thug, raised concerns about whether Mr. Copeland had been compelled to testify during a coercive meeting with Judge Glanville and prosecutors, the judge demanded to know how Mr. Steel learned of the closed-door meeting and then held him in contempt.




Young Thug, left, and Brian Steel, one of his lawyers, in court last month.




For refusing to reveal his source, Mr. Steel was sentenced to a maximum of 20 days in jail, to be served on the weekends, although the sentence was paused while Mr. Steel appeals the decision.



In a motion filed on Friday, Douglas S. Weinstein, a lawyer for another defendant in the case, argued that the judge's secret meeting with a sworn witness and the judge's refusal to step aside "offend public confidence in the independence, integrity and impartiality" of the case. He added, "An appearance of impropriety and bias hangs over the present trial due to Chief Judge Glanville's failure to follow the law."



Judge Glanville said on Monday that he would release the transcript of the private meeting with Mr. Copeland.



Young Thug, born Jeffery Williams, and 27 associates 
were initially charged in May 2022
 under the Georgia state criminal racketeering law, or RICO, the same statute used to indict former President Donald J. Trump and others in what prosecutors called a conspiracy to overturn the 2020 election.



Prosecutors contend that Mr. Williams was a leader of YSL, or Young Slime Life, a subset of the national Bloods gang, and that he 
oversaw a criminal conspiracy
 to commit murder, attempted murder, armed robbery, witness intimidation and drug dealing.
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Critic's Pick



Omar Apollo's Exquisite Heartache



His second album, "God Said No," delves into a breakup with all its complications, transformed into pensive alt-R&B.




Omar Apollo's second album, "God Said No," plunges deeply into the raw, unsettled, often contradictory emotions of a crumbling relationship. 




By Jon Pareles


Jul 01, 2024


A failing romance can spark enduring breakup songs. Consider Taylor Swift, Shakira, Bob Dylan, Beck, Joni Mitchell, Bjork, Fleetwood Mac and, now, Omar Apollo, with his second full-length album, "God Said No."



Apollo, 27, was born and grew up in Indiana, the son of immigrant parents -- his given last name is Velasco -- who shared their Mexican traditions with him. He emerged on SoundCloud in the late 2010s as an alt-R&B songwriter with echoes of Prince, hip-hop and indie-rock, singing largely in English and occasionally in Spanish. Apollo's full-length debut album in 2022, "Ivory," gave him a TikTok-powered, platinum-certified hit: 
"Evergreen (You Didn't Deserve Me at All),"
 a self-questioning ballad with echoes of the 1950s and electronic overtones.



"God Said No" plunges more deeply into the raw, unsettled, often contradictory emotions of a crumbling relationship. Apollo sings about sorrow, regret, doubt and disbelief, along with bitterness, anger and lingering desire. It's not a clean break with one side to blame; it's far more complicated.



Teo Halm, one of Apollo's co-producers on "Evergreen," is an executive producer (with Apollo) on "God Said No," which retains and expands that song's pensive mood. Most of the new album sounds deliberately modest, verging on low-fi. Its tone suggests troubled thoughts and uncomfortable conversations, small-scale and introspective -- seemingly private, not overtly theatrical.



One model for "God Said No" is probably Frank Ocean's 2016 "Blonde," another heartbreak album awash in vulnerability; Apollo's reedy tenor often resembles Ocean's voice. On "God Said No," the guitars and keyboards are tamped down and reticent; drumbeats are present but not pushy. Even when the production deploys strings, horns or Apollo's own backup vocal harmonies, they're subdued and distant, more like apparitions than reinforcements.



The partial exception is 
"Less of You,"
 a metronomic synth-pop track that harks back to Giorgio Moroder (along with some Daft Punk-style filtered and harmonized vocals), with Apollo wondering, "Was last night the end of me and you?" Even with a blippy hook and a chorus that shifts into a major key, Apollo sounds increasingly alone and forlorn.



There's a loose narrative arc to the album. The songs trace a growing friction that leads to an estrangement, to testing new partners and, finally, to what might be either a reconciliation or a fond farewell. In the album's opener, 
"Be Careful With Me,"
 Apollo sings, "I tried to be someone you liked/But it's just too much compromise," over acoustic guitar picking that hints at Elliott Smith. A few songs later, he insists -- in a chorus that repeats the phrase 16 times -- that he's 
"Done With You."



Clearly, he's not. "I can't let go, I should let go," he vacillates in 
"Drifting."
 In 
"Life's Unfair,"
 he admits to having a fling while separated, but insists, "When I was kissing him, I was seeing you" and adds, "I would've married you."



Although Apollo has nodded to Mexican music on past albums and EPs, he has Spanish lyrics in just one song on "God Said No": 
"Empty,"
 an otherworldly waltz placed midway through the album. Its chorus plainly states, "You left me empty/Hollowed and empty." The second verse switches to Spanish, as Apollo confesses that he can't stop thinking about his ex, and adds, in Spanish, that he's "singing in another language so you don't understand me/I don't want you to know how much it hurts." He's bereft, but trying to stay guarded.



Yet he's still clinging in 
"Dispose of Me,"
 a swaying slow-dance tune that urges, "We got too much history, so don't just dispose of me." And in the album's finale, 
"Glow,"
 Apollo sings, "You're my only one, I can promise that," over swelling synthesizer arpeggios. Then he pleads, as the arrangement falls away, "Before you leave, give me one more dance."



The album ends. But the yearning continues.



Omar Apollo
"God Said No"
(Warner Records)
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'Starlight Express' Review: The Gravy Train Rolls On



Nostalgia will undoubtedly lure many to a London revival of the Andrew Lloyd Webber musical. It has more in common with a theme park than with theater, our critic writes.




Rusty, right, played by Jeevan Braich, and the rest of his train companions in "Starlight Express."




By Houman Barekat


Jul 01, 2024


Andrew Lloyd Webber's baffling musical, "Starlight Express" -- in which trains, represented by performers on roller skates, compete in a championship at the behest of a little boy who is dreaming the whole thing -- was a big West End hit in the '80s and '90s. Forty years after its 1984 premiere, it returns with a new production, this time in a purpose-built auditorium about 10 miles west of the theater district.



This "Starlight Express," directed by Luke Sheppard and running through Feb. 16, 2025, channels heady nostalgia for the recent past. The set design and sound effects are redolent of '90s video games and British TV game shows like "
Gladiators
"; the glittery, sci-fi costumes are reminiscent of "Power Rangers." The show is a dazzlingly produced family entertainment with impressive special effects, but its appeal consists almost entirely in sensory overload rather than plot, music or drama.



Our unlikely hero, the steam engine Rusty (Jeevan Braich), is initially intimidated by his competitors, the electric and diesel trains Electra (Tom Pigram) and Greaseball (Al Knott). Rusty's got hots for a railroad car called Pearl (Kayna Montecillo), but she's not sure if she likes him in that way. After several setbacks and some soul-searching, he teams up with a hydrogen engine, Hydra (Jaydon Vijn), to win both the race and the girl. Essentially it's "The Karate Kid," with trains.



A talented cast do their best to breathe life into this somewhat unoriginal tale. Branch plays Rusty with just the right blend of halting self-doubt and plucky determination, and the baddies are rendered with cartoonish bravado. But the real star of the show is Tim Hatley's spectacular set, with its racing track that snakes out from the stage into the audience seating, so that the performers occasionally zoom right through, complemented by an array of incredibly slick visuals: steam jets, flame effects, laser beams.




Rusty with Hydra, played by Jaydon Vijn.




Lloyd Webber's music is a melange of upbeat '80s pop, punctuated by several ballads and a rap number. They sound more derivative than the songs in his other shows: One melody is strikingly similar to ABBA's "Lay All Your Love on Me"; another sounds uncannily like "Cars" by Gary Numan. Since the original musical
 was criticized as portraying female rail cars in a sexist way
, this revival has been amended to feature an empowering number entitled "I Am Me," first introduced in a 2018 German production, in which those carriages remind us that they aren't defined by their attachment to any particular engine -- moreover, they are integral to the proper functioning of a transportation system. ("Without us, you don't get no fares.")



How can something so bonkers come across as so drab? The best family entertainment appeals not only to children's imaginative whimsy but also to their intellect. But "Starlight Express" has no recognizable point of connection with any aspect of real human existence.



That needn't stand in the way of commercial success. There is, of course, a large audience for maximalist kitsch, as the enduring popularity of 
the Eurovision Song Contest
 attests. There is also the question of the target audience. In the interests of journalistic rigor, I took a 6-year-old with me to the show. It's fair to say he was transfixed and delighted by the special effects -- and on these terms at least, the show can be said to be a triumph -- although subsequent interrogations revealed he was a little muddled about the story. But "Starlight Express" is more theme park than theater. It's Legoland for the stage.



In his playbill notes, Lloyd Webber recalls how the show was originally inspired by his love of the "Thomas the Tank Engine" children's books. But the connection between that inspiration and the end product was always rather tenuous and abstract. A human being 
representing
 a train doesn't have quite the same irresistible charm as an animated, anthropomorphized machine. That this musical ever became such a huge hit is one of the great mysteries of modern showbiz. Maybe it had something to do with the roller skating boom of the '80s, when wheeled boots felt zeitgeisty in a way that's hard to imagine now.



Today, "Starlight Express" takes its place on the nostalgia circuit, where questions of artistic merit are secondary to vibes. On social media this week, British theatergoers who saw the show as children in the '80s have been posting excitedly about their plans to take their own kids to see this new production. The gravy train rolls on; full steam ahead.



Starlight Express



Through Feb. 16, 2025 at the Troubadour Wembley Park Theater; 
starlightexpresslondon.com
.
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The Delightful Delusions of Marc Jacobs



The designer's fall collection, inspired by "personal transformation," was wholly cartoonish.




The Marilyn Monroe dress that opened the show, too large in every way.




By Jessica Testa


Jul 02, 2024


There is a scene in the new 
documentary
 "I Am: Celine Dion" in which Ms. Dion describes her dedication to designer heels.



"When a girl loves her shoes, she always makes them fit," the singer said, spreading her fingers to demonstrate how she has contorted her toes to accommodate shoes ranging from size 6 to 10. Asked for her size while shopping, she said, she would respond to sales associates: "What size do you have? I'll make them work. I'll make them fit."



It is a feeling well-known to women who relish playing dress-up: determination so great it pushes up against delusion.



That was certainly the feeling at Marc Jacobs's runway show Monday night, held at the New York Public Library. Fashion is determined to be a joyful medium, even or especially when the world 
seems
 
joyless
. And Mr. Jacobs was determined to dress his models like surreal dolls of 20th-century American iconography.



A heavy white Marilyn Monroe dress opened the show. Its bodice was oversize, with pointy bra cups and a skirt sculpted in permanent half flight. Marilyn walked in white sandals made to appear about an inch too large in every direction, like a girl insistent on wearing heels from her mother's closet. ("I walk the shoe, the shoe don't walk me," as Ms. Dion 
would say
.)



The proportions were a continuation of Mr. Jacobs's 
February runway show
: big and cartoonish, like a joke we're all supposed to be in on. Models seemed to be tensing to keep their thick clothes in place, though of course they fit just as Mr. Jacobs intended. Necklines were 
lifted by invisible fingers
 off the shoulders of Peter Pan-collar jackets, preppy V-neck sweaters, voluminous floral cocktail dresses. Saccharine bikinis -- one in white pointelle, pinned with a photorealistic daisy brooch, and the other in yellow polka dots -- swung and jutted off the body.



Occasionally these proportions seemed devilish. Some shoes had horned toes. The models could not fully open their eyes, which were covered with thickly lashed pastel-painted pads, like a commentary on women blinded to the world by their obsession with beauty. (Or maybe, as the stylist 
Gabriella Karefa-Johnson
 suggested on Instagram, it was just a homage to Miss Piggy.)



Though sometimes subversive -- Mr. Jacobs can make a pretty eyelet dress look deranged -- the collection was fundamentally optimistic. The designer opened his show notes with a single sentence: "Joy, period." He wrote about seeing fashion as a path to a "deeper pursuit of joy, beauty and personal transformation." He covered Cardi B, a guest, in a cloud of purple and yellow flowers.




Mr. Jacobs (and his nails) with Cardi B, who wears a floral dress from his spring 2020 collection.




Mr. Jacobs's personal transformation lately includes wearing long nails that can be seen and heard (
the rhythmic clacking
!) from yards away. On Monday, his nails 
were French-manicured
, their tips covered in gems resembling a few embellished pieces in the collection, including a miniskirt suit.



On the miniskirt suits: The most gossiped-about subject in fashion is still who will take over Chanel following 
the departure
 of the artistic director Virginie Viard. Mr. Jacobs, who incorporated quilted handbags into the show Monday night, is one of many names that come up in conversation -- perhaps not among the top three suspects, but somewhere in the top 10.



While none of the contenders have publicly commented on the speculation, some eyebrows were raised by these words in Mr. Jacobs's show notes: "The future remains unwritten."
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The Small, Black-Owned Label Taking on the Big Brands in the Style Olympics



Actively Black, the company that will be dressing Team Nigeria, has gold-medal-worthy ambitions.




From left: Adedoyin Adewole, Zainab Okeowo, Lanny Smith and Bianca Winslow in looks from the Olympic kit that Actively Black created for Team Nigeria. 




By Vanessa Friedman


Jul 01, 2024


The fashion game at the Summer Olympics continues to heat up. The latest competitor to step forward: Team Nigeria, which will be dressed for the opening ceremony, the closing ceremony, the podium, the Olympic Village and the track and field competition by Actively Black, a small label in Los Angeles founded by Lanny Smith, a former professional basketball player, in 2020.



For Actively Black, a company with only three employees, that's the equivalent of getting a gold medal before the Games have even begun.



"To see a Black-owned brand on the same global stage as 
Nike
 and Lululemon and Adidas, it makes everyone start to look at us differently," Mr. Smith said via video from his office in Los Angeles just before the looks were unveiled. "It's a major moment for us."



The partnership with Nigeria puts Actively Black in a whole new fashion league, one that does not involve just sports brands, but also the high-fashion names dressing their countries for the opening ceremony, like 
Berluti
 (the LVMH brand outfitting Team France), Giorgio Armani (Italy), Ben Sherman (Britain) and Ralph Lauren (the United States).



Linking up with an underdog, mission-focused fashion brand is also a way for Nigeria, which is sending a delegation of about 200 to the Games, to capture attention and enthusiasm, much the way Liberia did when 
it teamed with Telfar
 for its Olympic looks in 2021. (Though Actively Black dressed the Nigerians who walked in the opening ceremony of the Winter Olympics in 2022, there were only two of them; now the delegation has critical mass.)



"Part of that Nigeria vibe is you're going to look nice," Mr. Smith said. "I know we have to show up in a way that represents that. As a former athlete, you love that competition, that challenge."




At a workshop in Nigeria where a Team Nigeria women's opening ceremony outfit is being made.




What that will look like in practice is a combination of what Mr. Smith calls "traditional and modern." For example, the opening ceremony outfits, featuring a classic block print in the green and white of the Nigerian flag, will be made from a Funtua cotton, which is named after the Nigerian state where it is produced. Men will wear a long vest over slim track pants with coordinating piping down the legs, a silhouette inspired by the traditional Nigerian senator suit popular with politicians. Women will wear a style derived from the classic buba dress. Each of the looks will be accessorized with traditional headgear.



The podium looks, by contrast, will superimpose the shadow of the Nigerian eagle on Actively Black's performance materials. And the closing-ceremony styles will feature a dashiki-inspired top, paired with wide, white pants and, once again, coordinating gele and fila hats.



The looks were designed with Jordan Jackson and Danielle McCoy of Amen, Amen. Studios in Portland, Ore., whom Mr. Smith called in when he realized the extent of the Olympics commitment. Amen, Amen. Studios in turn enlisted its Nigerian partners, the Lekki Garment Factory and Afrikstabel Textiles Productions, to help with the project.



After all, it is no small thing, helping a country show up. Especially because Mr. Smith never intended to get into sports clothing.



A star basketball player at the University of Houston, he was drafted by the Sacramento Kings in 2009. "The NBA was my Plan A, B and C," he said. An ACL injury 33 days into his professional career put an end to that idea, sending him into a deep depression. During that time, he took refuge in his faith -- and in apparel. In 2010, he started Active Faith Sports, a Christian sports brand. (Imagine athleisure and performance wear with slogans like "In Jesus' name I play," and you'll get the idea.)



Ten years later, Active Faith Sports led to Actively Black, which was inspired by Mr. Smith's desire to use clothing to do what the "Black Panther" movie had done: bring the Black community together. Especially in the wake of what he considered performative marketing by other sports brands after George Floyd's murder.



"I was a top-ranked basketball player starting in the sixth grade," Mr. Smith said. "I got all the best Nike gear growing up. And then you realize they're just looking for the next Michael Jordan, the next LeBron James, the next athlete to market and sell product. Billions of dollars have been made off Black culture, Black talent and Black consumerism, and I felt like those brands hadn't adequately reinvested back into the Black community."



He decided it was time, he said, "to stop asking for a seat at the table and build your own table." Actively Black was introduced on Black Friday in 2020 as a direct-to-consumer brand. Fans include Dwyane Wade, Ludacris, Steph Curry -- and now the Nigerian Olympic Committee.



Mr. Smith was first connected to Team Nigeria by Seun Adigun, a college friend who represented Nigeria as a track and field athlete in the 2012 Summer Olympics and then founded its bobsled team, which competed in the 2018 Winter Olympics. (Ms. Adigun was the first African athlete to compete in the Summer and Winter Olympics.) She enlisted Mr. Smith to design the bobsled outfits for the 
2022 Winter Olympics
, but the team failed to qualify, so when the country's planned uniform sponsor fell through for the Summer Games, she contacted Mr. Smith again. He jumped at the chance.



For an American brand to dress the Nigerian team is proof, Mr. Smith said, "that Actively Black was built for the Black community."



"And when I say that, I don't mean just African Americans. I mean we're a global brand for the entire diaspora."



Mr. Smith said that he was already getting calls from other African countries and some Caribbean delegations about working together. "It's an opportunity that we wouldn't have gotten otherwise," he said. And not just for the brand.



Mr. Smith had always dreamed of making it to the Olympics. After his injury, he assumed it would never happen. But on July 26, he will march into Paris with Team Nigeria -- another step, he said, in his quest to become "the Black-owned version of Nike."
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Critical Shopper



The Olsen Twins Go to the Beach



Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen's minimalist label, the Row, has opened a breezy "local" store in the Hamptons.




Tiina the Store closed last fall. The Row took over the space, opening in May with some landscape design by Grace Fuller Marroquin.




By Jessica Testa


Jun 26, 2024


There was a Cybertruck parked on Main Street in East Hampton, outside the Altuzarra store. It was a Sunday afternoon in June, and traffic stalled for a moment. Even the rich are not immune to rubbernecking a brutalist behemoth.



The monster truck marked the end of an avenue of monograms -- the island's main luxury shopping drag, with $850 raffia handbags and $15,000 decorative surfboards. You know their names: Louis Vuitton, Loewe, Lululemon.



Two and a half miles down this same street, however, quaintness emerged. East Hampton turned into Amagansett, and that flashy boutique strip became a town square with white wood-paneled cottages. There was a shoe store called Brunch, a children's clothing chain called Pink Chicken, a jewelry and gift shop called Love Adorned. A Cybertruck here would read as a declaration of war.



It was near these cottages that the Row, a brand founded in 2006 by Ashley and Mary-Kate Olsen, quietly opened a store on Memorial Day weekend.



Quietly is how the Row tends to operate. Not only in its clothing -- often described as 
"quiet luxury,"
 a term used to describe very expensive basics -- but also in its communication.



The founders rarely give interviews, advertise or otherwise promote their line. While the Row did announce its Amagansett opening on Instagram, that account is 
more outwardly devoted to sharing modern art
 than to moving product. In February, the brand caused a stir at Paris Fashion Week by asking its runway show attendees to "refrain from capturing or sharing any content during your experience" -- which is, for many, the primary reason for attending a fashion show. The audience was encouraged to write down thoughts instead.



Somehow this stance works. In an industry overrun by influencers, the Row's silence is stark. Monasticism is chic. There is an impression of exclusivity and taste, buoyed by the extreme prices. One of the Row's most popular items, the Margaux bag, ranges in price from $3,490 to $6,810, depending on size and material. It is timeless and ladylike, the kind of purse that might remind Kendall Jenner of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis.



The Row's stores also have a reputation for being intimidating at times, even among seasoned high-end shoppers.




A chair by Olivier Mourgue Bouloum. A selection of furniture at the store, sourced from Magen H Gallery, is available for purchase.




One loyal Row customer told me she felt like "peasantry" in the Los Angeles store, which houses an untouchable swimming pool. At the store in Manhattan -- a townhouse with a limestone spiral staircase -- "there is one guy who works there that all my friends are afraid of, who radiates a very 'you can't sit here' vibe," said Jess Graves, the writer of a shopping newsletter called 
The Love List
, "even to girls I know who walk in wearing the brand head to toe."



The Amagansett shop is different. It operates out of a house with roots in the 19th century, formerly occupied by Tiina the Store, the Hamptons' 
Gap for billionaires
. (Tiina stocked the Row.)



It has a porch and a screen door and a woven beige carpet. The fitting rooms are harshly lit behind denim patchwork curtains. (By contrast, the spacious wood-floored dressing rooms at the Upper East Side store, where I recently tried on a $1,550 white cotton poplin tent dress that made me look, tragically, like a hospital patient, have soft lighting and softer robes.)



There is no statement artwork in Amagansett, unlike the London store, where an oval light installation by James Turrell greets visitors at the entrance. The vintage furniture is noteworthy -- there's a black chaise shaped like a person from the 1970s by Olivier Mourgue Bouloum and a white painted wooden lounge chair from the 1930s by Robert Mallet-Stevens. But the decor, with its Asian and African influences, is not the point.



The point of the store is the large selection of jewelry, home wares, snacks and skin care by more than 20 brands and artisans that are not the Row. Shampoo from Florence. Beaded necklaces from Greece. A mother-of-pearl caviar set. A bronze lighter carved to resemble tree bark. A packet of dried mango and a jar of raw almonds. Vintage glass candlesticks that can be purchased only in a set of a dozen for $16,000.



There are racks of ready-to-wear clothes made by the Row, of course, the selection tailored to this beach town: bike shorts ($1,050), denim shirts (also $1,050), ribbed tank tops ($670), sleeveless silk maxi-dresses ($1,890). Ms. Graves bought herself a raffia bag here earlier in the season. ("It felt very appropriate while I'm out here this summer," she said.)



But the Row confirmed that the Amagansett store is its first attempt at a "local" store concept. What this presumably means is a space that is more relaxed, filled with objects that complement the brand's vision of itself, staffed by sales associates who do not scare people away but warmly help shoppers track down 
sold-out jelly flats
. Not that the Row's fans are easily scared away: Even those who are intimidated don't stay away for long, these masochists for cream-colored cashmere.



In retrospect, the popular jelly shoes, along with the beach towels that models wore as scarves on 
the Row's runway in September
, may have been a sign that the brand was loosening up -- that brightness and humor were coming to this austere world. (Its most recent look book showed a silky camisole dress layered over pants, Y2K-style.)



A British client of the Row visiting the Amagansett store marveled at the vibe shift. Where was the icy indifference? "I don't think it would fly with the audience here," she said.
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Crafting a Wardrobe by America's Finest Artisans



One former fashion editor's quest to find the country's craftspeople to create quietly patriotic, heirloom-worthy fashion.




Two years ago Melissa Ventosa Martin, the founder of the company Old Stone Trade, began planning a collection around the concept of a "classic" American uniform.




By Marisa Meltzer


Jul 03, 2024


"It started with me stalking a nun with a cashmere goat farm," said Melissa Ventosa Martin, the founder of Old Stone Trade, an online marketplace for wares made by international artisans.



Since 2021 Ms. Ventosa Martin, 45, has peddled made-to-order items like a green tweed kilt from Andrea Chappell's Acme Atelier in Scotland or hand-stitched loafers from Aldanondo y Fdez in Spain -- the kinds of rare, high-quality things she once bought while traveling in her former career as a fashion editor.



Two years ago she began planning a collection around the concept of a "classic" American uniform: jeans, a perfect cashmere sweater, an oversized blazer, a leather bag with the same level of finish and luster you might find at Hermes. 



The challenge was finding people capable of producing luxury items at a small scale, which is why she eventually tracked down the nuns and their goats at the Adirondack Wool Festival. They, in turn, introduced her to Clean Cashmere, a company that works with small American farms. "They help them source and clean and spin their wool," Ms. Ventosa Martin said.



The result is a three-quarter sleeve, ribbed henley sweater by Maggie Koluch, a knitter based in New York, using undyed cashmere, scoured and spun in the U.S. 



Each piece in the collection tends to have a similarly labyrinthine story -- exactly the kind of storytelling Ms. Ventosa Martin wanted for her small company. 




"There are a few measurements that we take and then a spot for the client to put in notes if they like them to fit a certain way," Ms. Ventosa Martin said about how her made-to-order company works.




"Handmade in America" also includes a blue jean and a jacket made by Glenn Liburd of Glenn's Denim for Old Stone Trade, who is based in Providence, R.I., and once led the custom program for Levi's. 



"It doesn't get more American than jeans," said Mr. Liburd, 68, who grew up in Trinidad and Tobago. "Soldiers were wearing denim fabrics to go to battle and then it trickled down to work wear and cowboys and it just kept trickling down to what we know it as today."



He created a '90s style jean, (with a rise somewhere between high and mid, and a straight leg) from dead-stock organic selvidge denim, woven on original shuttle looms in Greensboro, N.C. Each pair is hand embroidered and numbered, with a limited edition of 10 in the first drop. The jeans, like all the products at Old Stone Trade, are made to order. 



"There are a few measurements that we take and then a spot for the client to put in notes if they like them to fit a certain way," Ms. Ventosa Martin said. In addition to the collaborations, she designed a day-dress inspired by 1930s nurse uniforms. And an oversized navy wool blazer inspired by a photo of David Letterman from the 1990s will be made by Greenfield Clothiers in Brooklyn, along with white wool trousers.



All of this commitment to craftsmanship, though, comes at a price. On the high end, an olive calfskin bag made entirely by hand from Lili Storella Leather in New Hampshire will retail for $6,200. (Ms. Ventosa Martin notes that Ms. Storella's handbags, from her store Mila.jito, typically have a six-month waiting list.)



"We're trying to help the customer understand why things cost what they do," Ms. Ventosa Martin said, when asked if potential customers ever push back or complain about the prices. "These artisans are getting paid for their time and work and their craft and our margins as a retailer are not huge. The whole point is really that they're getting paid what they should be getting paid." 



In addition to word of mouth, Ms. Ventosa Martin often finds collaborators on social media. The Cowichan Sweater, a shawl collar cardigan, comes from the Knit With Purpose collective in British Columbia, Canada, each made by indigenous Coast Salish knitters. "She reached out and we got the knitters together who were excited at the idea of collaborating," said Ron Rice, the executive director of Knit With Purpose. 



Ms. Ventosa Martin is including Canada as part of the American collection. "We have always talked about the fact that lines on a map mean different things to different people," Mr. Rice said. "The lines for indigenous people are arbitrary, they span both Canada and the United States."



She added: "This is a great moment to highlight American craft. There's so much talent and it's very diverse. Everything is done here and it's really meaningful to see that process."
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The Great Air-Conditioner Glow Up



As climate change brings hotter summers, AC manufacturers are positioning sleek window units as lifestyle accessories. Some of them are less effective than they are stylish.




Anna Albury, the co-founder of a recommendation newsletter, received two free July air-conditioning units in exchange for posting about them. A new generation of sleekly designed ACs seems purpose-built to pop on social media.




By Callie Holtermann


Jun 30, 2024


Last year, during the 
hottest summer ever recorded
 in the Northern Hemisphere, Dan Medley installed hundreds of new air-conditioners in apartments in Manhattan and Brooklyn.



These were not the unglamorous window units familiar to Mr. Medley, 35, a handyman in Manhattan. His wealthier clients seemed to be upgrading to ACs that looked as if they had gotten plastic surgery: their harsh edges softened, their faces sculpted and smoothed.



On Park Avenue, he installed an air-conditioner from July, a start-up that sells gracefully rounded window units with pastel covers. He scoured Home Depots for six curvy Midea ACs for a single client on the Upper West Side. Others went for Windmill, which bills its minimalist unit on Instagram as a "
sleek and chic transformation moment
."



Several companies are trying to capitalize on increasingly unbearable summers with a fleet of photogenic window ACs, targeted toward flush and fashionable customers in buildings without central air-conditioning. Their products are more expensive than the average window unit -- ranging from $340 to nearly $600 -- and their marketing sometimes elides the nitty-gritty, emphasizing svelte exteriors over B.T.U.s.



"These types of things, you're paying for the aesthetic," Mr. Medley said.



Coverage of these products has been breathless, occasionally bordering on erotic. "Help! I'm Sexually Attracted to My New Smart Air Conditioner," read a recent headline in 
Vice's product recommendation vertical
. The Wall Street Journal 
described
 a wave of refreshed ACs as "sexy."



As air-conditioning becomes less of a luxury and more of a necessity, it follows that some customers will shell out for a unit that looks like an iPad or the 
robotic love interest
 in "Wall-E." But there's something unsettling about the air-conditioner growing so covetable thanks to the combined efforts of deft marketing and extreme heat. We're used to it-bags and it-girls; is there any eerier sign of the climate crisis than the arrival of the it-air-conditioner?



Anything but an Appliance



Window air-conditioners are a quintessentially annoying part of living in New York. That is mostly a result of the city's sought-after prewar buildings being expensive to retrofit with central air-conditioning, a more efficient system that cools 
two-thirds of homes
 in the United States, according to the federal Energy Information Administration.



"There's, like, at least three episodes of 'Seinfeld' that are about window air-conditioners," said Rodrigo Teixeira, the head of product management for home comfort for the appliance company Midea America. "You see million-dollar homes, or two-million-dollar apartments these days with window units sticking to the window." (The ultrarich, of course, are more likely to live in newer buildings with central air, and have no use for window units.)



Midea America says it has sold more than a million of the U-shaped air-conditioning units that it introduced in 2020, which allow a window to close into a channel in the center of the device. The same year, July joined the race with its air-conditioner with interchangeable front panels. Another company, Windmill, started selling a marshmallowy window unit in 2021.




Some new air-conditioners can boast of more than good looks, such as an energy-efficient Midea unit, above, that tested well with independent reviewers.




Jess Brush, 31, a nail artist, ditched the two "horrible" hand-me-down window units in her farmhouse in the Hudson Valley last year. Hotter summers have made her willing to spend more on attractive ACs, which sit in her window for more and more months out of the year.



She ordered two Windmill units for $400 apiece after seeing them on social media. "They would be shown in beautiful homes that are homes that you would want," she said. "They seemed like an aspirational item."



The air-conditioners are all over social media, in part because the companies behind them sometimes provide free units to influencers who make home decor- and fashion-focused content. Anna B. Albury, 28, a rug designer in Brooklyn and a founder of the "coolstuff.nyc" 
newsletter
, contacted July last month and received two free air-conditioners in exchange for sharing 
an Instagram Reel
 with her 10,000 followers.



"It's kind of clear who they're targeting," she said. "It's a young person living in a city that doesn't have central AC, but cares about the way their home looks."



That customer can now choose from spruced-up versions of all kinds of workhorse home products: There are televisions 
framed to look like paintings
, and fridges that are 
disguised as cabinetry
. Air-conditioner companies seem newly eager to distance their products from such unfashionable company as microwaves and ceiling fans.



"We're making home decor that just happens to be air appliances," said Michael Mayer, a founder and the chief executive of Windmill.



The recent class of sleek ACs vary widely in quality, according to Allen St. John, a senior product editor who works on Consumer Reports' 
air-conditioner rankings
. Mr. St. John praised Midea's U-shaped unit, which he said was energy-efficient and effective in testing.



But he was critical of the most affordable of 
Windmill's premium WhisperTech units
, which had struggled to cool a room down quickly. "This is the most important test that we do, and this performed about as badly as any air-conditioner we'd ever tested," Mr. St. John said.



Mr. Mayer, the Windmill chief executive, noted that the product had been reviewed more positively elsewhere -- including by 
Wirecutter
, The New York Times's product recommendation site -- adding that the company had "tens of thousands of happy customers who love our WhisperTech models."



July's air-conditioner was not tested by Consumer Reports, but Albert Wong, 46, who lives in Orange County, Calif., said he had mixed feelings about the WiFi-enabled unit he bought last summer for $500. It does not work noticeably better than other air-conditioning units he has owned, he said, it just seems to be trendy.



A software developer, Mr. Wong has been unable to switch the unit's remote-control app from Celsius to Fahrenheit.



The Age of the 'Status' AC



In 2020, an article in The Wall Street Journal described a group of design-forward 
air-conditioners
, including one from July, as "Summer's Unlikeliest Status Symbol" -- a phrase that the brand has since repurposed, in large type, in its 
marketing materials
.



Buzzy, high-end products are frequently 
slapped with the "status" label
. But to apply it to the air-conditioner is to acknowledge, however unwittingly, the reality that access to cool air is a matter of wealth and status, and a 
growing measure of inequality
 as the world heats up.




Jess Brush, 31, a nail artist, ordered two Windmill units for her Hudson Valley farmhouse after seeing them on social media. "They seemed like an aspirational item," she said.




Muhammad Saigol, a founder and the chief executive of July, said that the descriptor was "nice and catchy" but that the company's goal was to appeal to design-interested customers without snobbery. "We don't think of it as a status symbol, we think of it more as reflective of your individual taste and personality," he said.



The air-conditioners bear some resemblance to the 
stylized air purifiers
 that took off during the early days of Covid, said Ben Varquez, the managing director of YMC, a marketing agency oriented toward millennials and Gen Z. Those, too, offered customers with disposable income an extra layer of comfort amid an overwhelming crisis, in the format of an attractive accessory.



People don't like to be freaked out by advertising, he said. "Using climate change as an underlying message, but putting a little bit of lipstick on the pig is probably going to be a lot more successful," he said. "People want to feel good when they're spending money."



Air-conditioning is a climate change Catch-22; it's both 
a remedy for and a contributor to
 rising global temperatures. The companies behind these air-conditioners tout their efficiency and eco-friendly refrigerants, and July and Windmill also purchase carbon offsets, a method of counteracting emissions that has been 
criticized by some scientists as ineffectual
.



"Ultimately people are going to have to buy air-conditioners, and they're going to have to buy air-conditioners more, and they're going to have to use them more" as temperatures rise, Mr. Mayer, the Windmill chief executive, said. "We want people to buy an air-conditioner from a brand that cares about the environment versus some massive appliance company."



But in many cases, the most environmentally friendly air-conditioner is the one you already have, said Sandra Goldmark, a designer and a senior assistant dean at the 
Columbia Climate School
. "Even if the new unit is more energy-efficient, it will take you a long time to essentially pay off the embedded carbon" that was used to create your new unit, she said.



Professor Goldmark said she understood why customers would be interested in having a more beautiful air-conditioner in their homes (even if they do remind her of Apple devices, which are notoriously hard to open up and fix). She still feels uneasy about the gussied-up window ACs, which she thinks offer a similar appeal to trash cans that are hidden beneath marble countertops.



"It erases our impact, in a way; it makes it all very palatable and beautiful," she said. "It's creating a kind of comfortable illusion that everything's OK."
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