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Elections 2024 live updates: Biden pledges to regain footing after faltering debate 
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail, with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Matt Viser, Tyler Pager, Michael Scherer, Josh Dawsey, Nick Miroff, Amy Gardner, Colby Itkowitz, Nicole Markus, Dan Balz, Hannah Dormido, Kevin Uhrmacher, Sarah Frostenson, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Leigh Ann Caldwell, Karen DeYoung, Michael Birnbaum, Missy Ryan, JM Rieger, Adriana Usero, Derek Hawkins, Kati Perry, Eric Lau, Nick Mourtoupalas, Marianna Sotomayor, Jacqueline Alemany | 2024-07-04
President Biden pledged Wednesday night during a meeting with Democratic governors at the White House to regain his footing in his reelection campaign after a faltering debate performance last week, according to several governors who took part in the gathering. Biden's events in coming days are being closely watched as he and aides seek to tamp down continuing angst over what transpired.
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How will this end? It's all up to Biden, allies say.
Polling, support and donations would have to further worsen -- and then lawmakers would have to step in for Biden to exit, allies and advisers say.
By Ashley Parker, Tyler Pager | 2024-07-04
President Biden's guiding principle for jumping into the 2020 presidential race was that he was the only person who could beat then-President Donald Trump. Now, if Biden is to jump out of the race, he -- and he alone -- will have to decide he is no longer that person, according to allies and aides.
Following a faltering, confused debate performance facing off against Trump last week, Democrats inside and outside the administration are privately grappling with what would need to happen for Biden to exit the presidential contest just six weeks before the party convention and four months before the election.
With Biden and his aides vowing that he has no intention of exiting the race -- he told campaign staff on Wednesday that "no one is pushing me out" and "I'm not leaving" -- Democratic allies, strategists and elected officials are in growing agreement about the conditions required for Biden to step aside.
The polling would need to further plummet. Elected Democrats would need to desert him in large numbers. And donor money would need to show clear signs of drying up.
Then, a group of Democratic leaders -- figures such as Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (N.Y.), Rep. James E. Clyburn (S.C.) or former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (Calif.) -- could privately tell Biden that not only is he going to lose but remaining on the ticket is also going to cost them the House and the Senate.
"That cuts at his core: Not only am I going to lose, but I'm going to lose the Senate and the House," said a Democratic strategist in regular conversations with congressional lawmakers and aides, who like many in this story spoke on the condition of anonymity to offer a candid assessment.
Any pitch for dropping out needs to appeal to Biden's sense of dignity, honor and public service, according to allies who have worked with Biden over the years. Several suggested almost identical language -- stressing his "historic" and "consequential" presidency and likening him to former president Lyndon B. Johnson in terms of the scale of meaningful legislation he has helped usher into law.
But now, they would continue, the country has changed, Biden has changed, and it's time to move on.
"It is always key to know when to walk away on our own two feet and volition," said one Democratic official, who thinks Biden will ultimately bow out.
A former Democratic Senate aide now in regular contact with Democratic donors and elected officials was more blunt: "He's going to become a 'Scarlet B' around candidates' necks, and it's not going to be a pleasant experience, and it's going to be humiliating and demeaning for someone like him who doesn't deserve that and deserves a more dignified exit based on their record."

Mateo Zavala, 14, holds up a sign outside the North Lawn of the White House on July 3. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


The other part of the pitch to Biden, these people say, is to remind him that he ran to stop Trump and the existential threat he believed Trump posed to American democracy. If Biden loses and drags the House and Senate down with him, not only will Trump return to the White House -- but there also will be no bulwark against him and what Democrats believe are his dangerous policies.
Losing the Senate, for instance, means there would be no check on Trump appointing a slew of MAGA-minded judges to lifetime appointments.
"The president has been around politics a long time, and I believe very much that he sees this as an existential fight with Trump, and if he sees numbers that suggest to him that this isn't a winnable race, my guess is he'll act on them," said David Axelrod, a top aide under former president Barack Obama.
Still, allies say Biden must reach the decision himself, though key Democrats also have a role to play. Biden has long valued above nearly all else the opinions of fellow elected officials -- politicians who, like him, have had to win races and answer to voters.
In addition to Democratic leaders such as Schumer and House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (N.Y.), Democrats stressed the importance of the entire party apparatus making the case to him -- a group that besides members of Congress should include governors and "formers," such as former presidents Obama and Bill Clinton.
Obama, however, is not necessarily a perfect messenger. A former Obama official conceded that the 44th president would play a complicated role in any final decisions, given his perceived preference for Hillary Clinton over Biden in 2016.
For years, Biden complained about being pushed aside, believing he would have defeated Trump then, and his staff griped about the overall lack of respect they sometimes felt from Obama's staff when Biden served as his vice president.
Obama and Biden have spoken privately since the debate, and the former president offered to be a sounding board for the president as he charts his path forward, people familiar with the call said.
Biden's first run for president, in 1987, ended in scandal after he was caught plagiarizing a British politician. Biden's family encouraged him to stay in the race, but the then-senator decided to drop out because he worried the scandal would overshadow his ability to oversee the hearings for Robert Bork, Ronald Reagan's nominee for the Supreme Court.
"It seems to me I have a choice," Biden said that year as he dropped out of the presidential race. "I have to choose between running for president and doing my job to keep the Supreme Court from moving in a direction that I believe to be truly harmful."
The party's reaction to Biden's faltering performance at last week's debate has been one of widespread panic, dramatically changing the parameters of the presidential race. In the standoff with Trump, Biden struggled to parry attacks, rambled with some answers, stared blankly while Trump spoke and at times seemed confused about the issues he was discussing.
In the following days, the message from Biden's orbit to alarmed allies was to stay calm. The Fourth of July holiday weekend was coming up. No one could accurately assess the debate fallout until the end of July, they  argued.
Now, however, that timetable seems to have accelerated. In private, Biden went from offering his public justifications -- it was one bad night, he was exhausted from recent foreign travel -- to accepting that the situation is politically grim and discussing with allies ways he might be able to prove his readiness for a second term.
Karine Jean-Pierre, the White House press secretary, said on Wednesday that Biden is "absolutely not" dropping out, and Biden advisers say the president remains the only option to defeating Trump. They argue that public polling shows that no other Democrat is significantly better positioned or could stand up a campaign with only four months to go.
Biden is slated to do some public events -- a Friday rally in Madison, Wis., and a scheduled interview the same day with ABC's George Stephanopoulos -- before returning to Washington to host next week's NATO summit.
"Clearly it's taken time to set in exactly the gravity of the situation and the hole that's been dug," said Tim Ryan, a former Democratic congressman from Ohio who has publicly called for Biden to step aside and for Vice President Harris to replace him as the Democratic nominee.

Former president Donald Trump and President Biden participate in the first presidential debate of the 2024 election at CNN's studio in Atlanta on June 27. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


A growing number of Democrats say they see no path forward for Biden, and no way for Democrats to keep the White House if he doesn't give up his spot at the top of the ticket. Others say they largely agree with that sentiment but think Biden -- who has run for the presidency three times before now -- is unlikely to relinquish the Oval Office he fought so hard to attain.
A New York Times and Siena College poll released Wednesday showed that Biden trails Trump 43 percent to 49 percent among likely voters nationally -- marking a three-point swing toward Trump from the previous, pre-debate week. A Wall Street Journal poll after the debate also found Biden trailing Trump by six points -- 42 percent to 48 percent -- compared with February, when Trump held a two-point lead.
Across eight national polls tracked by The Washington Post, Biden trails Trump by an average of three percentage points, compared with a one-point average deficit for Biden in the last pre-debate surveys by those same polling firms.
But the campaign's internal polling is not so stark, people familiar with the data said.
One reason that lawmakers such as Clyburn and Pelosi began giving more forceful interviews on television this week is because Democrats fear that none of the angst, frustration and alarm is penetrating Biden's insular inner circle, and they wanted him to hear the message, even just publicly, one Democratic House member said.
Speaking Tuesday on MSNBC, Pelosi said it was a "legitimate question" to ask whether Biden's mediocre debate performance was "an episode or is this a condition," and encouraged the president to prove to the public that he is up not just for the job of president but for defeating Trump in November.
A person familiar with Pelosi's thinking said she was not issuing a "warning shot" with her comments but trying to signal that the president's low-key strategy was not working and needed to change. She has also communicated this message privately to people in Biden's orbit, this person said.
Initially, there was some hope that Biden's family would urge him to step aside, but that now seems increasingly unlikely. Biden's wife, Jill, and his son, Hunter, are still adamant that he remain in the race, according to people familiar with their conversations.
Biden's inner circle has shown no public signs of urging him to find an off-ramp. The former Senate aide said that if the polling becomes unambiguously catastrophic, Biden might be persuaded "the hard way" -- in which "other Democratic elected officials come to him in private, and also in public, and call on him to resign, and distance themselves from him and say that by being in the race, you are making it far more likely that Trump will win."
One thing holding up more Democratic lawmakers and leaders from publicly calling on Biden to drop out is their deep uncertainty over how disruptive such a move would be. Some are not convinced that Harris would fare any better against Trump but also do not see a clear path to bypass her -- the nation's first female, Black and Indian American vice president -- without alienating huge swaths of the Democratic base.
Yet Ryan said that in his conversations with members of Congress, he has not heard particular consternation about Harris.
"They believe that the worst-case scenario, the most risky scenario, is the president running again," Ryan said. "And while a convention may be risky, or Kamala Harris may be risky, they're not nearly as risky as the status quo."
Leigh Ann Caldwell and Paul Kane contributed to this report.
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Biden had a medical checkup in days following shaky debate performance
The checkup showed he was in good health, Biden told governors in a meeting this week
By Matt Viser, Tyler Pager, Nick Miroff | 2024-07-04

Mateo Zavala, 14, holds up a sign outside the White House on Wednesday urging President Biden not to seek reelection. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


President Biden told Democratic governors during a private meeting at the White House on Wednesday evening that he had received a medical checkup since last week's presidential debate and remains in good health, according to a person familiar with his comments, as he prepares to mark the Independence Day holiday with public remarks ahead of a fireworks display.
The president's remark came after Gov. Josh Green (D-Hawaii), a longtime physician who has worked in emergency rooms, asked about his physical condition at the meeting, an hour-long discussion with the governors in which Biden was seeking to reassure them of his political standing, physical well-being and path to reelection.
A trio of governors emerged from the meeting to talk to reporters and pledge their support for Biden, while others released statements and social media posts. The meeting was mostly upbeat, according to participants, but there were also signs of the ongoing turbulence in the aftermath of the debate, when Biden stumbled over his words and at times struggled to complete sentences.
Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham (D-N.M.) and Gov. Janet Mills (D-Maine), for example, told Biden that they were worried that he might lose their states, according to participants in the meeting. In 2020, Biden won in New Mexico by 11 points, and Maine by 9 points. Several of the details about the meeting, including Biden's disclosure about his medical checkup, were first reported by Politico.
In radio interviews Thursday morning, Biden acknowledged his poor debate performance while trying to focus on his record as president and turn attention back to presumptive Republican nominee Donald Trump, whom he depicts as a threat to America's basic values.
"I had a bad night," he said on "The Earl Ingram Show," a Wisconsin-based program. "I screwed up, I made a mistake. ... That's 90 minutes onstage. Look at what I've done in 31/2 years."
"We're going to win this election," Biden added. "We're going to just beat Donald Trump like we did in 2020. I'm going to beat him again."

Voter concerns about President Biden's age date back to 2019. Fallout from his poor debate performance has made it an inflection point for his reelection bid.


The president took the opportunity to cite some of the disparaging ways Trump has talked about Black voters, saying, "I'm sorry to get so worked up, but he has just done terrible things in the community, and he has about as much interest and concern for Black and minority communities as the man on the moon does."
Biden also noted that the interview was airing on the Fourth of July, and turned to what he views as an existential threat to democracy. "We cannot, cannot, cannot let this guy win," he said. "It would just be disaster for America."
In a separate interview with Andrea Lawful-Sanders, a Black radio host based in Philadelphia, Biden said the next president could appoint "at least two more justices, maybe more" to the Supreme Court. Asked about his message to voters who may sit the election out, he said, "If you don't do something about it, you're to blame."
The Republican National Committee took a different approach to the Independence Day holiday, saying Wednesday  that thanks to "Bidenflation," this will be the most expensive Fourth of July on record. Citing the American Farm Bureau, the RNC said that ground beef costs 11 percent more than last year, buns are up 7 percent and lemonade up 12 percent.
"Biden's policies are to blame for inflation and Americans know it," the statement said.
But the Biden team sought to use the holiday to shift the discussion from the president's shaky performance in last week's debate, as Democrats attacked Trump as a would-be king who would trample the country's founding principles if he regains the White House. "This July Fourth, Donald Trump Wants to Make America a Monarchy Again," the Biden campaign warned in an email blast.
The campaign released an ad saying last week's Supreme Court decision granting presidents immunity for their official actions would enable Trump to rule by fiat.
"America was founded in defiance of a king," the ad intones, to ominous music and imagery of the Statue of Liberty shrouded in haze. "He's already led an insurrection, and threatened to be a dictator 'on Day One.' "
Democratic leaders have long tried to frame the presidential race as a showdown between Biden and a would-be tyrant who would destroy the country's core values of freedom and democracy. They have cited Trump's vows to target his political opponents, his embrace of the Jan. 6 assault on the U.S. Capitol, his harsh statements about immigrants and similar rhetoric.
The presidential debate, when Biden stumbled over his words and sometimes lost his train of thought, abruptly shifted the conversation onto terrain far more friendly to Trump. Leading Democrats and Republicans immediately became embroiled in a debate over Biden's age -- he is 81 and Trump is 78 -- and his ability to run a campaign and serve as president for four more years.
Against that backdrop, the White House has faced questions in recent days about whether it would be willing to release additional medical records on Biden.
White House spokesman Andrew Bates confirmed Thursday that Biden did have a check-in with his doctor several days after the debate, as the president had told the governors. "The president was seen to check on his cold and was recovering well," Bates said.
But White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre twice told reporters Wednesday that the president had not had any medical exams since his annual physical in February.
"We were able to talk to his doctor about that. And that is a no," she said in response to a question. Administration officials said Thursday that she was referring to a full physical exam, and that his recent check-in did not involve a range of tests.
But asked later in the briefing about seeing a doctor, particularly in the lead-up to the debate if he had a cold, she also said no. "He did not. He did not get checked out by the doctor," she said. "It's a cold, guys. It's a cold. And I know that, it affects everybody differently. We've all had colds, and so no, he was not checked by the doctor."
In recent days, Biden's top advisers have accepted that they have a short window to reassure a broad swath of the Democratic Party that he is fit for office or face a significant push for him to step aside. Thursday's commentary about Trump's authoritarian rhetoric is part of a parallel effort to remind voters of the former president's own vulnerabilities and frame him as an "unpatriotic" figure.
Jaime Harrison, chair of the Democratic National Committee, sent out a holiday email warning that "the soul of the nation is at stake."
"Will we vote for a president who believes in our democracy and in the principles of justice, liberty, and equality?" Harrison wrote. "Or will we succumb to a wannabe dictator on 'day one,' who will put himself above our constitution, our principles, and the democracy that we hold dear?"
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Biden's omnipresent accessory, even in your living room: A teleprompter
The teleprompter is a common device for politicians. But Biden's use of it even in small settings has prompted frustration by some listeners.
By Matt Viser, Tyler Pager, Josh Dawsey | 2024-07-04

President Biden delivers remarks during the presentation of the Presidential Medal of Freedom event in the East Room of the White House on May 3. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


PALO ALTO, Calif. -- President Biden was in a multimillion-dollar home here, standing in an open kitchen as donors sat on couches and chairs arranged around the adjacent living room. Everything about the scene spoke to the kind of intimate setting that donors pay thousands of dollars to attend, with a chance to have a small interaction with the world's most powerful officeholder in someone's home.
But there was a discordant addition to the cozy gathering where about 30 people had assembled: At the front of the room, where the president spoke, stood a podium and a teleprompter, two large screens hovering about six feet high.
It was a physical manifestation of the type of accommodation that White House officials over the past year have come to make for an aging president. But while most of the changes have been aimed at addressing his physical ailments -- tennis shoes and shorter steps to Air Force One so he doesn't trip; smaller distances to cover so his short shuffle isn't as pronounced; having his wife nearby to assist on stairs -- the teleprompter has been the primary accommodation to assist a president whose speech can meander and who can seem to lose his train of thought.
For much of his political career, one of Biden's hallmarks has been his plain-spokenness, his identity as an off-the-cuff pol who did little to shield his real thoughts. He was a self-professed "gaffe machine," a trait that endeared him to voters even if it gave his advisers heartburn.
"No one ever doubts I mean what I say," the president has often said. "The problem is, I sometimes say all that I mean."

Voter concerns about President Biden's age date back to 2019. Fallout from his poor debate performance has made it an inflection point for his reelection bid.


In recent years, his aides have tried to rein him in more, especially as he ascended to a position where a small verbal misstep can have global impact.
Even so, early in his presidency, he remained largely unscripted during fundraisers, when he was speaking to his biggest fans and offered a more unvarnished window into the presidential mind. Such settings are where he disclosed fundraising figures earlier than advisers wanted him to, where he offered blunt assessments of foreign adversaries like Russian President Vladimir Putin, where he let slip candid comments about Donald Trump at a time when he was otherwise rarely speaking of his predecessor.
But recently that, too, has been altered, as teleprompter Joe replaced the off-the-cuff president. And that has not gone unnoticed by donors who increasingly are treated not to informal private remarks from the president, but to the same scripted comments he makes in public. And now, some donors fret that his advisers are providing these scripts in part to avoid the sort of moments the public saw during the presidential debate, a rare event when Biden could not read notes and did not have the benefit of a teleprompter.
Before news conferences, his staffers call reporters in an effort to ferret out what questions they might ask, a practice that was not typical in earlier presidencies. For some major interview opportunities like the Super Bowl, Biden's team has simply declined, giving up an opportunity that most politicians would grasp at eagerly.
In the past year, Biden has almost never appeared in public without the use of the teleprompter. The rare exception are news conferences, which have been few and far between, and media interviews, which he has granted more rarely than any recent president, according to tallies.
Biden's staff argues that teleprompters are now routine equipment for any politician, given the need to juggle endless meetings and responsibilities and the lack of time to rehearse before every appearance.
"Look, it is not unusual for a president to use a teleprompter. It is not unusual," White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said this week, when asked about the president's reliance on scripted remarks. "That is something that presidents have done in the past."
The Biden campaign said the president does much of his delicate, demanding work behind the scenes without a teleprompter or any other such aid.
"The President regularly does engagements without a teleprompter, not the least of which are contentious, high stakes negotiations with world leaders and Republican leaders in the House and Senate," said campaign spokeswoman Lauren Hitt.
"By Republicans' own accounting at the time, he handles those negotiations more than adeptly, using his experience and acumen to avoid multiple government shutdowns, deliver aid to Ukraine and stand up to Putin, passing the first bipartisan gun reform in 30 years, and finally delivering much needed funding for our nation's crumbling infrastructure," she added.
A teleprompter can only do so much work, and Biden is still capable of veering from it, sometimes offering comments that stray from the official line of his own White House. He commented that Putin "cannot remain in power" as an ad-libbed line at the end of a speech in Poland, for example, forcing his aides to clarify that the U.S. policy had not changed to include regime change in Moscow.
Biden's reliance on a teleprompter has become increasingly problematic, some aides and donors say, at high-dollar fundraisers, where supporters are paying thousands of dollars for a private audience with the president, often in intimate settings. The campaign fielded a flurry of concerns in particular after an April fundraiser in Chicago at the home of Michael Sacks, a major Democratic donor.
Biden only spoke for 14 minutes, took no questions and then left, frustrating donors who wanted more opportunities to engage with the president, according to people familiar with the event, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive issue. Even with the teleprompter, Biden struggled with his delivery, and some donors said they had trouble hearing him. After the event, several donors in attendance grumbled to campaign officials about Biden using a teleprompter in an intimate space like the Sacks's living room.
Biden himself worries frequently about being prepared, aides and associates say. The president, who overcame a childhood stutter that still occasionally resurfaces, spends significant time working on speeches and, particularly during his campaign four years ago, he would say, "The words of a president matter." He fine-tunes his phrases, and is wary of making any mistake. And, in what may be a lingering effect of a 1988 presidential campaign that was derailed when he was accused of plagiarism, now sometimes attributes even mundane phrases to other sources.
"As the old saying goes, 'Give me a break,'" he said while campaigning in August 2020.
But Biden throughout his career has resisted staying on message, and teleprompters have been a way for his exasperated aides to try to keep him on track.
When he was vice president, the military officers who ran the device would often find it challenging to keep up since Biden would veer so often from the text he was supposed to be reading. Once, the teleprompter unexpectedly rebooted toward the end of a speech, forcing Biden to ad-lib while his speechwriter at the time, Dylan Loewe, frantically retyped the ending in real time.
"When it was over, I thought he'd be mad," Loewe recounted in an earlier interview. "But he came over and high-fived me and said, 'That was the most fun I've had all day.' "
"Some of his worst moments have happened when he's veered off script," he added. "But most of his best moments have happened that way, too."
In addition to the reliance on a teleprompter, donors have also grown frustrated by Biden's refusal to take questions at his fundraisers.
One business executive who organized a fundraiser in the past year said some donors pulled out, declining to donate or attend the fundraiser after learning they could not ask questions. Many of them had been writing large checks of $100,000 or more. The executive said that when they helped raise money for Biden in 2020, it was clear he was "fragile," but that he was sharp and charming and "seemed with it."
"The donors I'm talking to, they are depressed," this person said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter. "It's just a total mess. Everyone knew that he wasn't as sharp as he used to be, but the debate truly shocked people."
In the days since the debate, Biden and his team have sought to reassure Democrats his performance last week was an aberration. But his appearances at a slew of fundraisers in the days since have done little to reassure them.
"The thing that pissed people off, they waited for three hours, and he spoke for [eight] minutes," said a donor who attended a fundraiser in East Hampton, N.Y., on Saturday. "It was a teleprompter. No questions. He was out of there. They were disappointed with the brevity of his remarks, the lack of his interaction with the crowd, that he didn't take any questions."
The donor said they had probably attended 10 or 15 fundraisers with Biden in the past, and the "problem in the past is you couldn't get him to stop taking questions. He'd stay forever. He'd never leave. He'd work the line and shake every hand, he'd want to take more questions than the audience even had."
On Tuesday, after months of relying on a teleprompter and with criticism mounting, Biden's aides finally decided he would appear without one. When he walked to the front of a living room in McLean, Va., he stood in front of a large fireplace and spoke to several dozen people.
He workshopped a new line, suggesting that his busy schedule and foreign travels were a reason for his poor debate performance and adding a punchline. "I came back and nearly fell asleep onstage," Biden said to some laughter.
But he was also soft-spoken at times, with several lines hard to hear from the back of the room. After about six minutes, he wrapped up, before singer Renee Fleming came to perform a song made famous by singer Ella Fitzgerald, "All the Things You Are."
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Biden has to show stamina and sharpness. Democrats are growing impatient.
The president has been under pressure since his debate debacle to prove to anxious Democrats that he has a path to victory, but so far he has fallen short.
By Dan Balz | 2024-07-04

President Biden delivers remarks during a Medal of Honor Ceremony in the East Room of the White House on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Amid calls for him to end his candidacy, President Biden faces twin challenges: He must publicly show that he has the physical stamina and mental sharpness that was visibly lacking in the Atlanta debate. He must also demonstrate to alarmed Democrats that he has a viable path to victory.
In the week since his disastrous debate performance, he has done neither. If anything, he has gone backward.
On Wednesday evening, Biden and Vice President Harris met with Democratic governors in what was a listening session and a show of resolve. One attendee described the meeting as both blunt and productive, but added, "It should have happened last Friday," the day after the debate.
That same day, according to words attributed to him, Biden told campaign staffers, "No one's pushing me out. I'm not leaving." White House press secretary Karine Jean Pierre said Biden is "absolutely not" dropping out.
"We're going to win this election," Biden said in an interview that aired Thursday on a Wisconsin radio program aimed at Black listeners. "We're going to just beat Donald Trump like we did in 2020."
Biden's family is resolutely behind him, determined that he stay in the race. His staff continues to prepare a schedule of upcoming events while trying to hold back the tides of criticism. For now, the reelection campaign continues. But it continues in crisis mode.
Many Democratic strategists paint a dire portrait of the road ahead. Some of them see no viable path to victory for Biden. Privately, many elected officials, donors, strategists and others think he should quit the race. A few have said so publicly.
Biden is under extraordinary pressure to perform Friday, when he holds a campaign rally in Madison, in the must-win battleground state of Wisconsin in one of the bluest corners of the country, and sits down for a one-on-one interview with ABC's George Stephanopoulos that will be broadcast as a prime-time special.
The president entered last week's Atlanta debate narrowly trailing former president Donald Trump in national polls and further behind in several battleground state polls. New polls released Wednesday by the New York Times and the Wall Street Journal show him falling further behind since the debate. The New York Times/Siena College poll found that 74 percent think he is too old to serve as president.
Biden campaign officials say their internal surveys show less overall slippage, but they are not blind to his predicament. They knew that the minute Biden faltered in the opening of the debate that what was already a challenging race had become significantly more difficult.

New York Gov. Kathy Hochul, Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz and Maryland Gov. Wes Moore, all Democrats, after a meeting with President Biden at the White House on Wednesday. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


Biden knows that as well, given his decades in politics. But he has failed so far to do what is needed to help his case -- at a time when all eyes are on him, when his supporters are looking for evidence that his debate performance was just "a bad night," and as Biden has been barely visible.
On Monday, the Supreme Court ruled in one of the biggest cases of this term, saying that presidents have immunity from criminal prosecution for official acts. The decision was a victory for Trump, who had brought the issue to the courts by claiming absolute immunity for his actions that led to the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol.
The decision was also an opening for Biden to highlight one of the central issues of his campaign, the preservation of democracy and the rule of law. "The American people," he said that evening from the White House, "must decide if they want to entrust the president -- once again, the presidency to Donald Trump, now knowing he'll be even more emboldened to do whatever he pleases whenever he wants to do it."
Biden, however, spoke for just four minutes and answered no questions. The next night, he attended a fundraiser in McLean, Va., where he spoke for fewer than 10 minutes and again took no questions. Other public events this week have included a briefing on extreme weather Tuesday and a Medal of Honor ceremony Wednesday.
Immediately after the debate, Biden's team appeared successful in tamping down calls from Democratic elected officials for Biden to quit the race. Campaign and White House officials worked the phones last weekend, pleading with allies to hold their fire, despite calls for his withdrawal from some prominent columnists and commentators. Their argument was that any alternative course, such as an open convention, would produce chaos and perhaps even worse odds of winning the election than sticking with Biden.
Biden helped his own cause in those post-debate hours. At a rally the next day in North Carolina, his voice was strong and his energy level was up, both contrasts to the debate. Had that rally been a prelude to a series of such events, it might have worked. But the rally was a one-off, and Biden then retreated from public view. By early this week, the anxiety levels inside the party began to rise appreciably and calls for him to drop out, some private and some public, increased.

President Biden speaks at the first presidential debate in CNN's studios in Atlanta on June 27. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


In North Carolina, Biden addressed the age issue more directly than in the past. "I don't walk as easily as I used to," he said. "I don't speak as smoothly as I used to. I don't debate as well as I used to. But I know what I do know. I know how to tell the truth. I know right from wrong. And I know how to do this job. ... And I know like millions of Americans know: When you get knocked down, you get back up."
At different times this year he has tried to address the issue of his age, sometimes with humor, sometimes as he did after the debate. He has never been consistent in dealing with the obvious signs of aging. Now he has no choice. He must address it, and not just with words but also with sustained activity.
At his fundraiser in McLean, Biden blamed his debate performance on jet lag from overseas travel he did in June. "I wasn't very smart. I decided to travel around the world a couple of times, going through I don't how many times zones. I didn't listen to my staff. And then I came back, and I nearly fell asleep onstage."
He did make two trips to Europe in early June, and after the second trip flew from Italy to California, a span of nine time zones, for a fundraiser with former president Barack Obama. But then he returned to the East Coast for 11 days of rest and preparation before the debate.
Democratic governors pressed him Wednesday to be more visible and vigorous, with some warning that he would have trouble winning their states. They also told him that simply raising the specter of another Trump presidency and the potential damage that could bring to democratic institutions and the country wasn't sufficient to win. "The governors said you've got to have a compelling vision," said one person who was in the room.
The president has a limited amount of time to demonstrate that he has the capacity for the rigors of the campaign and, not incidentally, for another four years as president if he wins in November.
More events are on his schedule later this week, including the Stephanopoulos interview. But allies say one TV interview is a fraction of what he will have to do to show his ability to handle unscripted situations. Governors told Biden they want to see much more.
"They've got to take the chance," said one governor who attended the meeting. "I'm adamant about this. Do the town hall and take the questions."
Biden has been making calls to party officials and other allies. One call Tuesday was to Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. They did not talk about politics.
"He asked about the reason for high beef prices for American families," Vilsack said. To the Cabinet official, this was a sign that, despite the torrent of criticism aimed at the president, Biden is "doing his job."
Part of that job now will be to decide whether to stay in the race or get out. Biden might sound defiant and resolved, but he is also having to weigh what is the wisest course. He knows he doesn't have much time to prove to his party that he can lead  it effectively through the closing months of the campaign -- and to the voters that he is fit to serve another four years.
Those who have known him longest say that he will make that decision based not on what others tell him but on his own analysis -- and not simply personal ambition or vanity.
"I am very confident in this," Vilsack said, "that whatever decision he makes about his country and the country's future will be based on what he believes will be in the best interest of the country."
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Democrats begin to consider Harris at the top of their ticket
Several party leaders suggest that if Biden steps aside, Harris would have to be his replacement.
By Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Leigh Ann Caldwell, Nicole Markus | 2024-07-04

Vice President Harris at a campaign event in Philadelphia on May 29. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


As President Biden continues to face questions about whether he should end his bid to seek a second term, there are growing signs that many in the Democratic Party are willing to accept the notion of Vice President Harris at the top of their presidential ticket, a potentially significant shift.
House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) is signaling to members that Harris would be the best option to lead the ticket if Biden chooses to step aside, said two people familiar with this thinking who spoke on the condition of anonymity to detail private conversations.
Rep. James E. Clyburn (S.C.), a high-ranking member of the House and a longtime Biden friend, has publicly said he would support Harris if Biden steps aside, adding that his fellow Democrats "should do everything to bolster her, whether she's in second place or at the top of the ticket."
On a call Wednesday night with House Democratic leadership led by Jeffries, there was a lot of talk about if not Biden, then who. Many names were discussed but there was no real consensus.
"But there was general awareness that it would be difficult for it to be anyone but Harris," according to a member who participated in the virtual meeting.
Tim Ryan, a former Ohio congressman and presidential candidate, said in an op-ed that while he loves Biden, Harris should be the Democratic nominee for president after Biden stumbled in a high-profile debate performance last week. Some other possible contenders -- including Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and California Gov. Gavin Newsom -- probably wouldn't jump in the race this year and would support Harris if Biden were to remove himself from the ticket, according to people familiar with the matter who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations.
Democrats' growing move to rally around Harris as a potential nominee -- almost always with the caveat that Biden remains the choice for now -- is a sign that they are gaming out a world without Biden as the party's standard-bearer, even as they try to blunt years of hand-wringing about Harris's ability to win the White House on her own.
That could remove one of the major obstacles Democrats have long seen to the notion of replacing Biden: the fear that it would result in a damaging political free-for-all as the party's most promising stars battle it out for the nomination.
Many Democrats were also worried that Harris would be a weak candidate, based in part on her ill-fated presidential run in 2020, when she was forced to drop out before a single vote was cast. But choosing someone instead of Harris, the first woman of color to serve as vice president, seemed politically untenable.
Now some in the party are rethinking the idea that Harris would flounder as the Democratic nominee, especially compared with Biden, given his struggles.
A CNN poll released Tuesday found that voters favor former president Donald Trump over Biden by six percentage points, 49 percent to 43 percent, similar to results from before the debate. But Harris performs better, trailing Trump 47 percent to 45 percent, a gap that falls within the margin of error.
And, some say, Harris could energize Democratic-leaning groups whose enthusiasm for Biden has faded -- Black voters, young people and women. Some progressives say she could win back some voters who are disenchanted with Biden's handling of the Israel-Gaza war.

Voter concerns about President Biden's age date back to 2019. Fallout from his poor debate performance has made it an inflection point for his reelection bid.


Some of the shift in thinking is practical: With four months before Election Day on Nov. 5 -- and early voting beginning weeks before that -- picking anyone but Harris would represent a legal, political and financial minefield, according to interviews with more than a dozen political strategists and people close to the decisions of White House aspirants.
Choosing a new nominee outside the current ticket would raise questions about the status of the delegates whom Biden and Harris have won -- and the nearly quarter-billion dollars in their campaign coffers, money that cannot easily or perhaps even legally be handed to someone else.
Then there are the optics: Harris is the first Black woman to win a nationally elected office. Shunting her aside for someone White and possibly male could alienate the Black voters who the campaign says are key to winning the White House in 2024, and it could subject a party that prides itself on diversity to charges of hypocrisy.
Harris supporters also argue that many of the people often discussed as alternatives to Harris -- Whitmer and Newsom, along with Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker, Rep. Ro Khanna (Calif.), Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro and Maryland Gov. Wes Moore -- are popular in their home states and in Democratic circles but remain untested on the national stage.
"People want the president to be successful, but it's unclear where we're headed," said Jamal Simmons, Harris's former communications director. "And so as people begin to ponder if we had to do something else, what that something else would look like, who that someone else would be, the math leads you to Kamala Harris."
While Harris has been singed by criticism, supporters say, she is a known quantity, both from her own presidential race and from her experience as the running mate on a 2020 Democratic ticket that faced withering attacks.
"I don't know that Gretchen Whitmer going into Philadelphia is going to help turnout. I think Kamala Harris does," said Mike Trujillo, a Democratic strategist and former aide to Hillary Clinton. "I don't know if Gavin Newsom goes into Raleigh, North Carolina, or Charlotte, North Carolina, that he's going to be able to turn out African Americans that are the base of the party. I think Kamala Harris can do that."
Equally important, according to some strategists, is that voters say they are uninspired by the current rematch of two elderly men who have already served in the White House; Harris would present a younger face and a symbol of change. Biden is 81 and Trump is 78, while Harris is 59.
Still, there are many within the party who are not yet persuaded that Harris can win. Not only did her one presidential campaign collapse in disarray, they say, but she repeatedly stumbled early in her vice presidency.
Harris struggled, for example, when Biden asked her to tackle the root causes of illegal migration to the United States by working with leaders of Honduras, Guatemala and El Salvador to improve conditions there. (Harris's defenders say the president had handed her an impossible task.)
Others worry that Harris's reputation as a California liberal, accurate or not, could alienate White centrists in the Midwestern suburbs whom Democrats need to win. Some of these skeptics include major Democratic donors, suggesting that Harris could have a harder time than Biden raising campaign cash.
At the same time, Biden's aides have forcefully insisted for months that he is Democrats' best -- or perhaps only -- chance of beating Trump, an assertion that has done little to bolster party members' views of Harris's prospects.
Multiple Democrats who have said they would get behind Harris, however, point to her post-debate interview when she had to balance a defense of Biden and the shaky debate performance millions of viewers saw. "That was a thankless job she had to do, and she did a very, very good job," one senior House Democratic aide said.
But overall, there are signs that a growing number of Democrats can now envision a relatively smooth transition to a Harris-led ticket, especially if Biden throws his support behind her.
Beyond party leaders, rank-and-file Democrats have also begun vigorously discussing post-Biden scenarios. One Democrat in Texas, slated to be a delegate to the party's convention in August, said it would be almost impossible at this late hour for someone like Newsom or Whitmer to win the nomination, then conduct a full-blown presidential campaign from scratch.
So the choices come down to Biden and Harris, this person said -- and Harris would be better.
"As the only other option really being Vice President Harris, I think I would prefer that -- and prefer the challenge of trying to drive up polling and drive up support -- more than to keep support when we have a president going for reelection who may not have the best physical well-being," the delegate said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a sensitive matter.
Amid the intensifying conversations among Democrats, there are signs that Harris's potential Democratic rivals are backing off -- or being encouraged to back off.
Whitmer would not run for president this year and would be "all in" for Harris, according to a person close to the Michigan governor. Newsom has also hinted that he would back Harris, a fellow Californian. California lawmakers say they don't believe he'd run this year.
"It's got to be Kamala at the top, and pairing her with someone new and dynamic and good could be super invigorating," said one California Democrat in the U.S. House.
A person close to Clyburn said the high-ranking Democrat had made his comments about Harris on MSNBC with the explicit goal of warning top Democrats against contemplating an alternate ticket not headed by Harris, should Biden step aside. Clyburn is an influential figure in the party, and other Democratic members have been sending a similar message to their colleagues who could be considering different rising stars to lead the ticket, according to a person who has been communicating this message.
Clyburn was "expressing his support for the president during this extraordinary period, and reminding voters and donors alike of his steadfast support for the second name on that ticket -- Vice President Harris," said Marcus Mason, a member of the Democratic National Committee.
Harris has so far refused to engage in any of the public strategizing. Since the debate, she has been Biden's defender in chief, telling any camera in sight that voters should look at Biden's successful 31/2 years in office, not his 90 minutes of struggling in a debate.
In an interview with CBS News on Tuesday, Harris declined to answer a question about whether she is ready to lead the country if Biden is unable to, saying rather that she is "proud to be Joe Biden's running mate."
"Look, Joe Biden is our nominee," Harris said. "We beat Trump once, and we're going to beat him again. Period."
Biden's camp has said any discussion of a possible replacement is moot, since he is not pulling out. His campaign has tried to convince anxious supporters that despite a stumbling debate performance, he remains easily the best choice atop the party.
Jen O'Malley Dillon, Biden's campaign chair, told donors at the Ritz-Carlton in Atlanta on Friday that "nothing fundamentally changed in the race" despite the furor over the debate. And the campaign has touted strong fundraising numbers in the days since.
"Joe isn't just the right person for the job," first lady Jill Biden said at a Saturday fundraiser in East Hampton, N.Y. "He's the only person for the job."
Many Democrats privately say they like Harris personally and as a symbol of change, but they wonder how a politician who has at times struggled in the brightest spotlight would contend with a potentially bruising campaign, one that could feature racist and sexist dog whistles and perhaps more overt bigotry.
Harris's supporters argue that her last two years have shown more strides than missteps. She became a leading voice on abortion rights after the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade in June 2022, seizing on a central plank in the Democratic platform and one that Biden sometimes seems uncomfortable discussing.
Harris has traveled the country to attack Republicans for eroding Americans' rights, courting conflict with some of the GOP's most vocal antiabortion voices. She has met with dozens of global leaders, including Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky half a dozen times, developing a foreign policy portfolio she had earlier lacked.
Just as salient, supporters say, Harris is at the intersection of many of the principles Democrats say they stand for: diversity and inclusion, gender and racial equity. Some Democrats are coming to the conclusion that divorcing her from the ticket might speak louder than any campaign ad or messaging.
"At this moment, women feel under assault on abortion," said Simmons, Harris's former communications director. "People of color feel under assault on diversity and inclusion. It would be difficult to pick a ticket that does not include the first woman of color to be vice president."
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Biden's delegates pledged to support him. Some are having doubts.
Thousands of Democrats will gather in Chicago next month for the Democratic National Convention. Delegates say they are sticking with the president -- at least for now.
By Amy Gardner, Colby Itkowitz, Nicole Markus | 2024-07-04

Voter concerns about President Biden's age date back to 2019. Fallout from his poor debate performance has made it an inflection point for his reelection bid.


The thousands of delegates descending on Chicago for the Democratic National Convention next month have the power to choose their party's nominee for president -- at least in theory.
In practice, however, party delegates haven't exercised independent authority in more than half a century. And even after President Biden's stumbling performance in last week's debate, more than three dozen delegates interviewed this week by The Washington Post said they planned to do what they were selected to do and make Biden, the runaway winner of primaries and caucuses nationwide, the Democratic nominee for president.
But amid growing calls from lawmakers, party officials and insiders for Biden to stand aside over concerns about his age and questions about his cognitive ability, doubt has also begun to creep in. Although most expressed unwavering support, several delegates said they were nervous about his chances amid faltering poll numbers and intraparty division. Some were candid about their preference for another option, perhaps Vice President Harris. All said they will vote for Biden -- unless he bows out.
"In my heart of hearts, I wish that President Biden at one point had decided, 'You know what, I'm getting older, there is so much going on right now, I'd like to spend some time with my family,'" said Joanne Chesley, a pledged Biden delegate from North Carolina. "I wish Biden had been able to make that decision."
Biden insists he has no plans to withdraw. But the emergence of misgivings among some of the approximately 3,900 delegates who were selected based on their loyalty to the president is yet another marker of how shaky his position has grown.
The uncertainty threatens to cast a pall over the convention, which is structured to serve as a giant prime-time rally and typically helps kick off the fall campaign stretch with rousing enthusiasm for the nominee. Now, delegates are watching and waiting -- and worrying that the swirling debate about Biden's fitness for office is only weakening Democrats' chances to defeat former president Donald Trump in November, no matter who the nominee is.
Chosen by party activists after pledging to support the winning candidate in their state's primary or caucuses, delegates' top job this summer is to nominate the Democratic candidate for president. According to the party's rules, pledged Biden delegates are bound only by "good conscience" to vote for him. Nearly all, however, are members of the party faithful who will do what the national committee -- or Biden -- tells them to.
But with Democratic unity behind Biden starting to fragment in the week after the debate, the party has had to mobilize to keep delegates in line.

The logo for the Democratic National Convention is displayed on the scoreboard at the United Center during a media walk-through on Jan. 18 in Chicago. (Scott Olson/Getty Images)


The Georgia Democratic Party sent an email to party activists, including delegates, urging them to be cautious when speaking to reporters and giving them talking points for supporting Biden. "Not every press opportunity is a good one or a helpful one," read the email, which went out after the debate. In one major battleground state, Pennsylvania, party officials declined to provide reporters with their full list of delegates. Neither the DNC nor the Biden campaign has made a national list public.
A delegate from Arizona, 60-year-old public-relations executive Karl Gentles, said Biden campaign surrogates reached out to him and others to assure them that the president was "in this for the long haul and in it to win it."
Several delegates who spoke to The Post did so on the condition of anonymity, afraid that speaking out could jeopardize their standing as delegates. A practical consideration also left some delegates reluctant to speak to reporters on the record: They are relying on party donors to help underwrite their convention lodging and travel expenses and don't want the support to be withdrawn.
One quirk of this year's convention is that delegates are slated to formally pick the nominee via virtual roll call even before they get to Chicago. The call is set for Aug. 5, two weeks ahead of the convention, and was originally planned to accommodate Ohio's unusually early candidate certification deadline. But Ohio state law was changed last month, making the virtual vote unnecessary.
The fact that officials are choosing to proceed with the virtual roll call anyway suggests some nervousness about Biden's fortunes and a desire to lock up the nomination swiftly.
Biden's overall standing among delegates appears to remain strong -- for now, at least. Delegates span a wide range of job categories and backgrounds. While some are prominent politicians, the vast majority are local party officials and activists for whom politics is a passion, not a profession. Most delegates who agreed to speak with The Post in recent days have made clear that they continue to support the president and hope he stays in the race.
"I'm all in, riding with Biden," said Joshua Ferguson, a trans woman and delegate who works as a renewable energy consultant in Kent County, Mich. "He has done so much for my community that I'll back him 1,000%. I'm not concerned. I'm not voting for who's best on television. I'm voting for who can pass the best legislation, who's best in Washington, and Biden is definitely that."
Kaylee Werner, a 20-year-old college student from Pittsburg: "I was elected by my community, and I'm going to be obviously voting with them in mind. They put me in this position to vote for President Biden, and I'm excited to show up and do just that."
Nancy Nichols, 68, a small-business owner from Tyler, Tex.: "If you are a Biden delegate, you are a Biden delegate, period."
Michael Tijerina, a home-health-care worker from Plano, Tex.: "We're all sticking together and holding the line."
Barbara Faison, 69, a retired county health worker from Sampson, N.C.: "We are all elated to vote for President Biden."
Others said they remain loyal to Biden but acknowledged that the debate performance hurt him.
"Joe Biden for over 50 years has had the backs of everyday Americans," said Gary Fisher, a convention delegate from Las Vegas. "And I'm not going to not have his back after one bad performance."
Some delegates said it is up to the president to show that the debate was an off night and not an indication of a larger issue.
Westchester County Executive George Latimer, who last month defeated Rep. Jamaal Bowman in a Democratic primary and is also a New York convention delegate, said he felt a "moral obligation" to vote for Biden. But he added that he'll be watching how the president performs over the next six weeks.
"If it's just one night then that's that," said Latimer, 70. "If it turns out this is a consistent situation then that's another."
A Biden withdrawal has the potential to set off a scramble. Democrats would face what's known as an "open convention" -- a long-dormant political tradition in which the presidential nominee is chosen on the fly, historically with behind-the-scenes negotiations and bargaining. With the advent of the modern primary system in the early 1970s, it has been decades since such a convention has occurred.
However, given the party's tight control over the convention process, several activists said it's likely that party leaders, perhaps including Biden himself, would quickly urge delegates to rally around a single candidate: Harris.
Cecilia Tavera-Webman, a 67-year-old Realtor and delegate from Miami, said she's so terrified of Trump winning that she would still "vote for Biden even if he would have been silent during the debate." She's fully committed to supporting him, but also said she would be fine voting for Harris if it came to that. "I really like Kamala Harris. I wouldn't have a problem," she said. "I would support whoever is the nominee."
Katybeth Davis, a 40-year-old delegate from Michigan, said she will back Biden "if Biden is our candidate."
"But do I think we can do better? Yes," said Davis, who described herself as a progressive activist. "I would support having the succession go through and having Kamala Harris take over the reins and see what that's like."
Several delegates expressed concerns that all the talk of replacing Biden is itself hurting the party's chances of defeating Trump.
"We're not focused enough on President Biden's record and the very real dangers and threats presented by Donald Trump, and that to me, feels like a distraction. That's not helpful," said Elaine Petrossian, 55, a first-time delegate from Philadelphia.
Tom O'Brien, a 69-year-old delegate and chairman of the Lancaster County Democrats in Pennsylvania, said he was on a call with the state party on Wednesday night that for several minutes focused on reassuring Democrats that despite Biden's poor debate performance, he was their candidate.
O'Brien said he isn't convinced there's an alternative who would do better.
"If he thinks he's going to be a drag on the ticket, if he thought he wasn't the right guy for this, I don't think he would have run in the first place," he said. "And I think he would leave. And I don't think he's going to do that."
Aaron Schaffer and Alice Crites contributed to this report.
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Justice Amy Coney Barrett is charting her own path on the bench
With piercing questions and a willingness to break ranks with fellow conservatives, Supreme Court Justice Amy Coney Barrett played a new role this term.
By Ann Marimow | 2024-07-04

Supreme Court Justices Amy Coney Barrett and Sonia Sotomayor, not pictured, participate in a discussion at the Civic Learning Week National Forum at George Washington University in March. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


The dissent was biting, accusing the Supreme Court's conservative majority of "feeble" and "cherry-picked" arguments that inaccurately downplayed the Environmental Protection Agency's role in protecting air quality.
Of course, all three liberal justices signed on.
But the writer was a conservative nominated by President Donald Trump: Justice Amy Coney Barrett, who charted a distinctive path during her breakout fourth term on the high court.
With piercing questions from the bench, and a willingness to break ranks with other Republican nominees in an era of conservative dominance on the court, Barrett played a new role this term -- calling for a pragmatic, incremental approach to some cases in which her colleagues wanted to move more aggressively.
"She is an independent mind at work on a court that often falls into camps -- and that's refreshing to see," said Deepak Gupta, a Washington lawyer who tracks the court's work.
"The justice to watch," said Melissa Murray, a New York University law professor and co-host of a liberal podcast about the court called Strict Scrutiny.
Barrett, a former law professor and federal appeals court judge, is still close to the right-leaning center of the court, and most often aligned with Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh. She spoke for them in a case involving emergency access to abortion care in Idaho, but broke from them with her dissent in the EPA lawsuit, which granted emergency relief to states and energy companies that challenged the Biden administration's smog-reduction plan.
In another high-profile case, Roberts tapped her to write the decision rejecting a Republican-led effort to limit White House contacts with social media platforms about potential misinformation -- a notable assignment for the second-most junior justice. Justices Clarence Thomas, Samuel A. Alito Jr. and Neil M. Gorsuch dissented.
Barrett, who at 52 is also the youngest justice, pushed back openly against other conservatives this term on the proper role of tradition and history in deciding cases. She did so most notably in her concurrence when the court upheld a federal gun law that takes guns from people who are subject to domestic violence restraining orders.
But legal analysts said her jurisprudence remains firmly to the right.
"Justice Barrett is everyone's favorite conservative justice to talk about these days. But if anyone thinks she will 'evolve' over to the left side of the court, they are mistaken," said Irv Gornstein, executive director of the Supreme Court Institute at Georgetown Law.
"She is a conservative jurist through and through. She is not going to be the next Harry Blackmun or David Souter," he said in an email, referring to two past justices nominated by Republican presidents who became some of the court's more liberal members.
Indeed, it was Trump's September 2020 nomination of Barrett -- a Catholic with antiabortion bona fides -- that allowed the conservative majority to overturn Roe v. Wade two years later, eliminating the nationwide right to abortion after nearly 50 years.

President Donald Trump and Jesse Barrett watch as Justice Clarence Thomas swears in Amy Coney Barrett on Oct. 26, 2020, in Washington, DC. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Democrats were outraged that then-Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) pushed Barrett through to replace the late liberal icon Ruth Bader Ginsburg just days before the 2020 presidential election, instead of allowing the next White House occupant to make the pick. Stoking their anger was the fact that McConnell blocked President Barack Obama's nomination of Merrick Garland several months before the 2016 contest.
Barrett has aligned with her fellow Trump nominees in most of the big cases that have ideologically divided the court, including decisions to end race-conscious college admissions and invalidate Biden's student loan forgiveness program last term. This term, she voted with the other conservatives to curb the power of federal agencies that regulate major aspects of American life and extend broad immunity from prosecution to former presidents, including Trump.
But Barrett also split from her colleagues in part of Trump's case, saying she agreed with the liberal justices that prosecutors should not have to exclude at trial any mention of a president's immunized official acts in connection to the alleged wrongdoing.
"Justice Barrett is a conservative judge in multiple senses of the word. She certainly joins the court's steps to the right in big cases," Allison Larsen, who teaches at William & Mary Law School, said in an email. "But she also appears to prefer a conservative (lowercase c) methodology that is risk-averse, careful and deliberate."
Her crossover votes and separate writing this term shows "she is far from the rigid conservative that some expected when she joined the court," attorney Gregory S. Garre, who served as solicitor general under President George W. Bush, said in an email.
In previous years, Barrett subtly signaled her disagreements with other conservative justices, but still largely voted with them. This term, Harvard Law professor Richard Lazarus said, "she announced her split with both votes and all trumpets blaring."
When the court said federal prosecutors overstepped in using an obstruction statute to charge defendants accused of disrupting the electoral vote count on Jan. 6, 2021, Barrett wrote the dissent. Joined by liberal Justices Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan, she scolded the majority for suggesting that in passing the obstruction law, Congress did not intend it to apply to an event like the Capitol riot -- or even envision such an event.
"Who could blame Congress for that failure of imagination?" she asked, parenthetically.
It is likely that Sotomayor, who has seniority among the liberal justices, assigned Barrett to write the dissent. The two appear to have a warm relationship and have headlined several joint public appearances to make the case for disagreeing more agreeably.

Justices Sonia Sotomayor and Amy Coney Barrett discuss building bridges and 'lowering the temperature' on the court.


Barrett also diverged from the conservative majority when the court rejected a California lawyer's effort to trademark "Trump Too Small" for use on T-shirts. Barrett agreed with the outcome but wrote separately to criticize the majority opinion -- written by Thomas -- saying some of its reasoning is "wrong twice over" and taking issue with Thomas's "laser-like focus on the history."
Jonathan Adler, a law professor at Case Western Reserve University who has known Barrett since her days teaching at Notre Dame, said Barrett is "speaking more directly and in her own voice."
"More than some of the justices, if she's going to support a change in the law, she really wants to know what's on the other side of that door," he said.
In one of the most closely watched cases of the term, Barrett showed she is increasingly comfortable criticizing any of her colleagues. When the court unanimously rejected a Colorado ruling that would have disqualified Trump from the ballot for his actions around Jan. 6, Barrett joined the liberals in a concurring opinion that said parts of the majority ruling went too far.
But Barrett suggested the liberals had overstepped as well in their separate opinion, which blasted their colleagues for trying to "insulate all alleged insurrectionists from future challenges to their holding office."
Barrett said the case involving the presidential election called for comity. "For present purposes, our differences are far less important than our unanimity," she wrote. "All nine Justices agree on the outcome of this case. That is the message Americans should take home."
The justice has also distinguished herself with her questions from the bench. At oral argument in the emergency abortion case, Barrett expressed frustration with the attorney representing Idaho, whose responses appeared to differ from what was said in lower court proceedings.
"Counsel, I'm kind of shocked," she said.
In a separate case challenging access to the abortion pill, Barrett, along with the other female justices, was extraordinarily specific in her questions. A mother of seven children, she talked openly about medical procedures after miscarriages and other aspects of reproductive health.
Last week, when the court cleared the way to at least temporarily allow access to emergency abortions in Idaho while litigation continues, Barrett -- joined by Roberts and Kavanaugh -- wrote that the shifting situation on the ground and evolving positions of the parties meant the court had mistakenly and prematurely intervened.
During the argument over Trump's claims of immunity, Barrett seemed more interested in the practical implications of the court's eventual ruling for the former president's trial in D.C. than her fellow conservatives, who steered questions away from the alleged election interference and toward broader principles of executive power.
In a key exchange, Barrett got Trump's lawyer to concede that many of the alleged acts in the special counsel's indictment amount to private conduct that would not be shielded from prosecution.
Last fall, Barrett participated in an interview with Catholic University law professor Kevin Walsh, a fellow former law clerk to the late Justice Antonin Scalia. Barrett sounded a lot like a former law professor when she explained that she often writes separately to send a message to academics and lawyers about evolving legal questions or to provide direction to lower courts about the limits of an opinion.
"Anytime that I don't join a part of an opinion," she said, "I feel like I owe an explanation."
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The partisan gap in views of American greatness
 Democrats are more proud of the U.S. Republicans are more likely to view it as the greatest country on Earth.
By Philip Bump | 2024-07-04

American flags and a message adorn a stack of hay rolls on the Virginia Beef Corporation farm in Haymarket, Va., late last month. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


America, we are often told, is less a country than an idea. That idea can be nebulous in its formulation, but it generally centers on opportunity and around freedom. There has long been an advantage in viewing the country this way: Centering the American identity in an idea meant that people could come from all over the world and become American in a way that simply wasn't possible anywhere else.
The thing about ideas, though, is that they often get bruised when encountering reality. The ideals of the American experiment permeate American culture and government but are often sidelined in how laws are implemented or in the ways Americans treat one another. The ideal and the nation are linked but not identical.
Into that divide, partisanship seeps.
This week, Fox News released the results of a national poll that, among other things, measured how Americans view their nation. (Fox's polls are conducted jointly by Democratic- and Republican-leaning polling firms and have earned a good reputation.)
Americans don't extend much trust to the government, the poll found, and most Americans said they weren't proud of the country today. But most Americans still think the United States is the best country in the world in which to live.




How do we reconcile that divide? Well, notice the differences by party. Democrats (and those who say they plan to vote to reelect President Biden this year) offer about the same view of each question: most trust the government, are proud of the country and believe America is the best place to live.
Republicans, though, overwhelmingly don't trust the government and aren't proud of the United States today. After all, this is a country in which Biden is the incumbent president, the guy in charge of that government. Yet, they are overwhelmingly supportive of American greatness in a way that Democrats aren't.
This sort of split isn't new. In fact, we can describe it in familiar terms. Republicans are the "love it or leave it" party, where patriotism doesn't preclude frustration with the government and political leaders. Democrats are the party that views America as imperfect and improvable -- which is often viewed as unpatriotic by their opponents.
The same Fox News poll included a vivid demonstration of the importance of partisan politics in how Americans view issues. The pollsters asked respondents to evaluate policies or policy proposals from Biden and Trump, but for half of those polled, the policies were identified as being the product of those candidates.
Without the candidates being identified, support for each policy was about the same regardless of party. When the candidates were identified, huge partisan gaps emerged.




When candidates weren't mentioned, there was an eight-point gap between the parties in views of limiting the number of asylum seekers coming to the United States. When this was attributed to Biden, the gap jumped to 34 points. The proposal on removing federal taxes from tips saw a bigger partisan jump, from three points to 42 points.
There's a similar effect at play on the question of American pride. In 2017, when Trump was president, Republicans were nearly twice as likely as Democrats to say they were proud of the country. Some of the shift may reflect how the country has changed over the past seven years, but it seems safe to assume that views would flip should Trump be reelected next year.
It's probably most useful to end on a point of agreement: Most Americans, Democrat or Republican, think America is the greatest country in the world in which to live. Let's just hope neither presidential candidate makes that part of his party's campaign platform.
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Virginia school board member sentenced on Jan. 6 riot charges
Miles Adkins, who has rejected calls to resign over his presence inside the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, pleaded guilty and was sentenced this week to 12 days in jail.
By Spencer Hsu | 2024-07-04

Trump supporters scaled the walls on the Senate side of the U.S. Capitol and gained access inside the building on Jan. 6, 2021. (Michael Robinson Chavez/The Washington Post)


A school board member in Frederick County, Va., who has rejected calls to resign over his presence inside the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, pleaded guilty and was sentenced this week to 12 days in jail and two years of probation for misdemeanor trespassing and disorderly conduct during the riot.
Miles Adkins, 39, a former U.S. marine, admitted that he stormed the Capitol, drank beer and whiskey inside, yelled and danced there, and stepped over broken furniture to help a rioter enter through a smashed window.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Cari F. Walsh asked for 45 days of incarceration, saying Adkins failed to show remorse and claimed he was a victim despite ignoring signs of violence around him. The prosecutor cited a need for "specific deterrence," citing a pattern of conduct by Adkins -- including convictions for reckless driving after refusing to undergo a breath test, a hit-and-run, driving on a suspended license, and revocations of probation.
Defense attorney Jay P. Mykytiuk emphasized that his client was nonviolent, and Adkins said he was a victim of a "two-tiered justice system" in which some other Jan. 6 defendants have received only fines.
"Mr. Adkins's offenses, although certainly criminal, were peaceful in nature," Mykytiuk said, and he "had no more sinister an agenda than to participate in a peaceful protest and have his voice heard by his elected officials."
Adkins served four years as a Marine and was injured in Iraq after a heavy aircraft part fell on his back. Addiction to alcohol and prescription pain pills cost him jobs and his marriage, but he worked with veterans groups, earned a college degree and was elected to the Frederick County School Board in 2021, according to court records. He has been a divisive figure, coming under fire for antics such as sharing morphed social media images of other school board members with devil horns and Hitler-style mustaches, but has said he would not resign over his latest conviction.
Before his election, he was found guilty in Florida of leaving the scene of an accident with property damage. After joining the school board in 2022, he was charged with public intoxication in Prince William County, Va., and paid a $25 fine. Last year he was accused of driving while intoxicated in Loudoun County; he told the Winchester Star that he was texting, not drunk, and the charge was amended to reckless driving.
In a statement posted online Tuesday, the Frederick County School Board said, "We are aware of the court's decision to sentence Mr. Adkins. However, our focus will stay where it needs to: on the children in our county. We will continue to make decisions that serve in the best interests of our students while working to ensure that the educational environment in our schools is not disrupted by these events."
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Trump advisers hope Biden stays in race, as they eye alternate scenarios
After dismissing suggestions President Biden could withdraw, the Trump team is beginning to consider having to retool the campaign. 
By Isaac Arnsdorf, Josh Dawsey, Marianne LeVine | 2024-07-04

Former president Donald Trump and President Biden debate in Atlanta on June 27. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Donald Trump and his campaign hope President Biden stays in the race, according to four people familiar with private discussions, believing they can beat him even with Trump's felony conviction and other charges. But they are also ramping up attacks on Vice President Harris.
Publicly, Trump and his allies have dismissed suggestions that Biden could withdraw from the race, insisting that it is too late for Democrats to change course. Privately, they have started preparing for different possibilities, and feel it could be harder to beat another Democrat who is not Biden or Harris.
"I'm going to show up and I'm going to campaign whether it's him or somebody else," Trump said in an interview Monday with Richmond radio host John Reid, referencing polls showing him doing as well or better against other Democrats.
"The funny thing is we're beating him badly in the polls, but nobody else is doing any better," he added in an interview that aired Monday with radio host John Fredericks.
Letting Biden be the focus of attention is unusual for Trump, who is more accustomed to dominating the headlines. But he has laid low since the debate, with no public events scheduled this week. A running mate announcement is expected as early as next week, with the Republican National Convention to follow the week after.
The Trump campaign's message to surrogates after last week's debate was that Biden is the Democratic nominee and Democrats are stuck with him, according to a Republican close to the campaign, who like others interviewed for this article spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to speak publicly. Biden struggled through the 90-minute faceoff, setting off widespread alarm in his party.
"It sure seems they want Biden to stay on the ticket. They think he's vulnerable, and they like where they're at. You can see they are not excited at all about the prospect of him leaving the race," said David Axelrod, a longtime top strategist to Barack Obama.

After President Biden's June 27 debate performance, there's chatter around whether the Democratic Party could nominate a different candidate at its convention.


Trump advisers were privately stunned at how poorly Biden performed, believing he would be a stronger debater, people familiar with the matter said.
Taylor Budowich, who leads Trump's outside political action committee, said the clips from Thursday's debate "would make for devastating campaign commercials." But Budowich also said that Harris being the nominee "has the ad team cackling with excitement." On Wednesday the PAC, known as MAGA Inc., circulated an attack on Harris headlined, "Is Invasion Czar Kamala Harris the Best They Got?"
Trump posted a video of himself on his social media account Wednesday evening, in which he claimed, while sitting in a golf cart, that he forced Biden to leave the race.
"He's quitting the race," Trump said. "I got him out of there. And that means we have Kamala. I think she's going to be better. She's so bad. She's so pathetic. She's just so f------g bad."
Sarafina Chitika, a spokesperson for the Biden campaign, defended Harris in a statement and attacked Trump's record: "No, Donald. What is bad is taking away women's rights; what is bad is losing an election and encouraging a violent mob to attack the Capitol."
Biden's campaign and the White House have insisted the president remains committed to running and are planning a fresh round of campaign events and at least one television interview. The campaign announced raising $127 million in June, ending the month with $240 million in cash on hand, compared with Trump's $111.8 million raised and $285 million in the bank.
The incumbent and his aides have sought to stay on the attack against Trump, hitting him over abortion and the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S. Capitol by a pro-Trump mob, among other issues. On Monday, Biden responded to a Supreme Court decision on presidential immunity, saying it would leave Trump "more emboldened to do whatever he pleases" in a second term.
The Trump campaign expects Biden will be the Democratic nominee, Trump spokeswoman Karoline Leavitt said. "We are confident no matter what that we will be victorious in tying any Democrat on the ballot to Biden and to the Democratic Party," she added.
The Trump campaign has begun airing ads suggesting Harris was celebrating Biden's struggles, showing her laughing in a way that is meant to appear villainous and collapsing the Biden-Harris campaign logo to remove the president's name. The campaign is also attacking other Democratic candidates for their past defenses of Biden, accusing them of covering up the president's decline.
Republicans have indicated that they would attack any Democratic effort to replace Biden as an affront to Democratic primary voters and the democratic process.
"What would be a bigger threat to democracy than taking a candidate post-primary, when millions of people, Democratic primary voters, have already voted and try to replace him at a convention with a few hundred Democratic leaders?" Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio), a potential running mate, said after Thursday's debate. "That is the biggest threat to democracy that's been contemplated in American government in the last few years."
Outside the campaign, lawyers at the right-wing Heritage Foundation researched ballot access laws in all 50 states to be prepared to oppose any effort to remove or replace Biden after he officially becomes the Democratic nominee.
"Our research has basically uncovered that it's extraordinarily complicated and absolutely ripe for ample opportunities for litigation," said Mike Howell, director of Heritage's Oversight Project. "You got to dance with the girl you brought to prom. An American election can't be made up as you go, and the fact that such a massive lie was told to the American people isn't a convenient enough excuse to circumvent laws."
"We like to live by the rule that when your opponent is in the process of committing suicide it's best to stay out of the way," said Ralph Reed, chairman of the Faith and Freedom Coalition. "I think after Thursday we're going to leave the stage to Joe Biden and the Democrats who have organized themselves into a circular firing squad."
Trump himself has been largely quiet this week, and some advisers said they want him to delay his vice-presidential announcement as long as possible to let Democrats stew in their own troubles. Two people who have spoken to Trump in recent days say he continues to focus on Vance and Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) as potential choices, while also mentioning other names, such as North Dakota Gov. Doug Burgum (R).
"He truly I don't think has fully decided," one person who has spoken to him repeatedly said.
Leavitt said: "Very soon President Trump will make an announcement on a vice-presidential running mate who will be much more qualified and competent than Kamala Harris."
Kellyanne Conway, a longtime ally of Trump's, argued that Trump didn't need to say much about the debate. "The art of politics is to tell people what they can't see, not what they can," Conway said. "People simply can't unsee what they saw in that moment."
While Democrats have plunged into panic over Biden's poor showing at Thursday's debate and ability to execute the campaign or serve another four years, Trump has welcomed more favorable developments, with a Supreme Court decision that delayed and could possibly eliminate his criminal jeopardy. His lawyers secured a delay of his sentencing for his 34-felony conviction in New York until September, if at all, as the judge said he will consider the effects of Monday's Supreme Court decision saying presidents are immune from prosecution for official acts.
Some Trump campaign staff members have aired their glee at the Democratic meltdown by posting online taunts, sometimes profane, directed at Biden and his staff. But aides have also cautioned against getting cocky or endangering their own momentum.
"Right now the entire Biden reelection campaign is in a complete free fall," Fredericks, one of the radio hosts, said in an interview Tuesday. "All you have to do is get out of the way. Let them implode."
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Jeffries seeks to stem House defections, for now, as Democrats panic over Biden
The House Democratic leader, who hopes to be speaker under a Democratic majority post-November, is seeking to stem defections among his rank-and-file.
By Marianna Sotomayor, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Jacqueline Alemany | 2024-07-04

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) may be the only thing standing between President Biden and mass defections of House Democrats from supporting him. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


As of early Wednesday morning, President Biden had called just one congressional leader personally in the wake of his faltering debate performance: Hakeem Jeffries.
That the president chose Jeffries is perhaps not surprising. The New York Democrat may be the only thing standing between Biden and a flood of panicked House Democrats -- few of whom have so far gone on the record -- demanding the president exit the race, hopefully saving their chances of regaining the slender House majority in the process.
On Wednesday evening, Jeffries led a tightly controlled conference call of House Democratic leaders as concern over Biden ricocheted on and off Capitol Hill. According to four people who either participated on the call or were briefed on it, the leader mainly listened, as some panicked participants worried about Biden's electability and said the president should step aside. Some argued, however, according to one person on the call, that it would be too "messy" to replace him. Jeffries acknowledged being concerned about Biden's situation but held his fire, according to one person familiar with the call.
So far, the would-be House speaker has succeeded in stemming a tide of defectors calling for Biden's exit after a debate last week in which the president noticeably stumbled at times, spoke in a thin voice, mumbled words and occasionally looked confused. It was a performance that drew immediate worries among Democrats concerned about his age and perceived fragility among voters.
"There was a real effort of the leadership team to keep unity, if not unanimity," said a lawmaker on the Wednesday evening call attended by members of House Democratic elected leadership.
Jeffries asked his leadership team to keep talking with each other, their colleagues and their constituents and to stay in touch.
Amid the mounting storm, Jeffries has remained careful and steady.
"As he has for every big decision, once again, Leader Jeffries is in 'listening mode,' taking the time to hear members about the impact in their districts and carefully assessing the path forward," said Rep. Ann Kuster (D-N.H.), the head of the moderate New Democrat Coalition. "Patience is a virtue. Democratic unity is top of mind for our leadership."
Jeffries has not asked lawmakers to defend the president, according to multiple members who have spoken directly with him. But he has asked them to give Biden the grace to make his own decision about whether to remain in the presidential race. Jeffries has reminded Democrats not to act irrationally, and to allow this week to play out before making any statements. He prefers hashing things out as a group when Democrats return to Washington next week.

Voter concerns about President Biden's age date back to 2019. Fallout from his poor debate performance has made it an inflection point for his reelection bid.


The story of how Jeffries is handling perhaps the biggest political crisis of his House leadership -- he's only been in the job a little over a year and a half -- is based on interviews with roughly a dozen House Democratic lawmakers and over a dozen aides, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to talk extensively about ongoing private conversations within the caucus regarding their party's president.
The rapidly moving news has once again thrust Jeffries into the middle of a defining moment. But unlike helping Republicans fund the government, averting a debt crisis or sending critical aid to foreign allies, Jeffries is navigating uncharted and very choppy waters four months out from Election Day.
As of Wednesday afternoon, Biden's aides are insisting he won't step aside. Biden press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre told reporters that the president was "absolutely not" dropping out of the race.
And it seems like Jeffries, at least for now, would prefer that his members not ask Biden to.
Only two House Democrats -- Reps. Lloyd Doggett (Tex.) and Raul Grijalva (Ariz.) -- had publicly called for Biden's exit, though several others have tread a middle ground in saying Biden can't beat Trump in November.
It's a delicate position for Jeffries, who is expected to be speaker if Democrats retake the House majority -- caught between a Democratic president and his own fretting, angry members.
"Hakeem is a big part of the Democratic unity we've shown for the past two years. So when he's ready to provide guidance on this question, I am certain that many members will be glad to receive it and will probably find it very persuasive," said Rep. Jared Huffman (D-Calif.), who was not on Wednesday night's call.
Over the past few days, House Democrats said they felt "gaslit" by the White House and Biden campaign's weak reassurances that everything remains fine, and some fear the relationship between House Democrats and the president is "irreparable."
Worried House Democrats are circulating draft letters that call on Biden to step aside. Democrats are informally brainstorming how to run their races without Biden at the top of the ticket in a flurry of group texts. Above all, most remain focused on their No. 1 goal: a House Democratic majority, which requires reminding voters on the campaign trail what a Democratic House was able to accomplish under a Democratic administration.
When donors ask Jeffries what to do, he directs them to channel their concerns into House races. He has tried to reassure all Democrats who have reached out to him in calls or texts that the House can serve as a backstop to a potential Republican Senate and White House, though people familiar with his thinking stress he does not mean to infer that Biden will lose the election.
Jeffries and other leaders are aware that a wave of private frustrations could soon spill into public view. Two centrist Democrats -- Reps. Jared Golden (D-Maine) and Marie Gluesenkamp Perez (D-Wash.) -- have predicted Biden will lose to Trump. After officials insisted Biden would stay in the race, Rep. Seth Moulton (D-Mass.), a liberal, expressed late Wednesday his "grave concerns" about Biden's "ability to defeat Donald Trump."
"Winning will require prosecuting the case in the media, in town halls, and at campaign stops all over the country. President Biden needs to demonstrate that he can do that," Moulton said. "When your current strategy isn't working, it's rarely the right decision to double down. President Biden is not going to get younger."
Jeffries has managed to contain the defections thus far, often reminding colleagues in numerous communications that they cannot undo something once it's been said publicly.
In typical Jeffries style, he has spent the week gathering input from across the caucus so he could accurately reflect the mood in calls with White House Chief of Staff Jeff Zients and other officials.
Despite the chaos, Jeffries has largely been able to keep members united and optimistic about their chances of winning back the House majority. Democrats need to clinch four seats to do so, and members acknowledge that Jeffries is eager to become speaker.
Jeffries's listening style and frequent communication with members is what many believe has led colleagues to be deferential to his guidance. In a Tuesday evening call with the most vulnerable Democrats up for reelection -- known as the "frontliners" -- Jeffries heard from frustrated members who raised their concerns over Biden and his ability to stay in the race.
One member who spoke with Jeffries on Wednesday noted that while many Democrats are circulating letters or discussing going public, they did not want to get ahead of their leader's public statements and feel confident he "shares the concerns we all have."
Beyond expressing caution, members say that Jeffries has not been explicit in either defending or championing Biden.
"I didn't get any indication that he was someone who was trying to silence anyone," Golden said, who was one of the first Democrats to hear from Jeffries behind closed doors after the debate Friday and has not heard from anyone in leadership since declaring Biden would lose to Trump in an op-ed.
Jeffries hasn't disagreed with members that Vice President Harris would be the best option to lead the ticket if Biden chooses to step aside, said two people familiar with this thinking who spoke on the condition of anonymity to detail private conversations. But he is not openly contemplating that scenario.
In the days after the debate, Jeffries in public remarks acknowledged the reality of Biden's disappointing debate performance. But he did not break with the president.
At a New York fundraiser that raised $3 million for House Democrats, Jeffries asked former president Barack Obama how voters should view Biden's performance -- which he called a "setback" making way for an opportunity for a "comeback." Obama replied that politics was a "team sport" and that winning back the House majority should be "sufficient motivation" for donors to support the Democratic ticket.
During a speech in Hartford, Conn., over the weekend before roughly 1,000 attendees, Jeffries reiterated his position, adding that Trump was an existential threat to democracy. He praised Biden for being "a good man, a family man, an honorable man" who is up against "a con man."
"The Democratic Party stands on the side of freedom," Jeffries said in a keynote speech. "The Democratic Party will always stand on the side of truth, which is why it's an all-hands-on-deck moment to win in November. Because the stakes are too high for us to do anything, other than pour our heart and our soul into victory on Nov. 5, all across the board."
Democratic strategists working to flip the House have advised candidates to continue talking about the issues and counseled them to navigate the Biden situation however they think is necessary in their district.
Rep. Nanette Barragan (D-Calif.) praised Jeffries's leadership style in an interview, calling him a "listener" who governs "with a sense of keeping us all united -- and to do it very calmly." She added that he was among the best messengers in the Democratic caucus.
But another Democratic lawmaker groused that there was a lack of effort to gather House Democrats as panic-stricken members privately express grave concerns about Biden's ability to stay the course.
"We haven't had a single caucus meeting or call since the debate," the lawmaker said.
It's for that reason many Democrats know next week's caucus meeting Tuesday morning will be a momentous test of Jeffries's ability to wrangle emotional lawmakers privately airing their opinions together for the first time.
Some House Democrats are upset with the Biden campaign's argument that they should back the president because the election's stakes are so high, considering that argument condescending. Many lived through the Trump administration and understand the stakes after surviving the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection in the Capitol while Biden and his top officials were not in office. The Supreme Court's decision to grant immunity to a president's official acts has further reinforced fear of Trump winning the election.
One Democratic frontliner who spoke with the Biden campaign over the weekend said they were shocked to hear officials still defending Biden's performance as a "bad night" and insisting the president is "ready to serve." This frontliner complained that campaign aides failed to provide a clear road map demonstrating how the president would show Americans he is capable of the job. Another frontliner said that campaign officials reached out on Friday, largely to ensure they wouldn't speak out against the president, which they did not find reassuring.
What uniformly had irked Democrats was Biden's lack of communication with Jeffries. That all changed Wednesday evening -- but a handful of Democrats considered it too little too late.
"It's untenable for him to be the nominee if half of his own party in Congress is saying he should go," a senior congressional aide said.
Josh Dawsey and Liz Goodwin contributed to this report.
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Biden and aides concede he needs to quickly demonstrate his fitness for office
 Critics have been shaken by his relative inaction to directly address the panic ignited by his halting debate performance last Thursday.
By Michael Scherer, Tyler Pager, Matt Viser | 2024-07-04

Voter concerns about President Biden's age date back to 2019. Fallout from his poor debate performance has made it an inflection point for his reelection bid.


President Biden and his senior team said they accepted Wednesday the grim ultimatum they have been hearing from almost all quarters of the Democratic Party this week: quickly demonstrate his fitness for office or face a significant effort to force him to step aside.
Growing concern from Capitol Hill, top donors and senior party strategists, including some of his own advisers, prompted Biden to start reaching out to allies in recent days to admit that he is in a tough moment and that he has to prove to voters he is up for the job, according to two people familiar with the conversations.
His critics have been shaken by his relative inaction over the previous six days to directly address the panic ignited by his halting debate performance. Starting Tuesday afternoon, he started calling top congressional leaders, scheduled a sit-down interview with ABC News and announced weekend campaign travel plans that will be closely scrutinized.
Even a spotless performance over the coming week may not save him if significant cracks appear in public and internal polling, said senior Democratic strategists, who, like many for this story, spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private conversations.
Biden, 81, has appeared in public four times since a rally Friday in North Carolina -- for remarks on a Supreme Court decision, on extreme weather, at Stonewall National Monument in New York and at a Medal of Honor ceremony at the White House on Wednesday -- to speak for a total of 32 minutes, exclusively while using teleprompters. He also attended fundraisers and other weekend campaign events.
One senior campaign adviser called the situation "a deafening silence" from the top, reflecting the concerns of other advisers who described a failure of the president to publicly demonstrate his fitness for office as panic built inside the party. Other longtime Biden allies have described continued frustration about the political response and a growing conviction that a change needs to be made.
"I think the onus is really on Biden right now to be very candid with all of us privately, not publicly, not that we're going to tell reporters, but to be very candid with us privately about what happened, what is the larger issue? Can we get through this?" said Rep. Sean Casten (D-Ill.), reflecting the concern of others. "We do need more than emails of polling briefs from White House legislative affairs directors right now to assuage those concerns."
Biden spent much of Wednesday trying to push back on the concern, addressing his campaign staff and doing interviews with Black radio stations ahead of a planned meeting with Democratic governors.
"The past few days have been tough. I'm sure you're getting a lot of calls, and I'm sure many of you have questions as well," Biden told campaign staffers in a conference call, according to a person familiar with the remarks. "Let me say this as clearly as I possibly can and as simply and straightforward as I can: I am running. I'm the nominee of the Democratic Party. No one's pushing me out. I'm not leaving. I'm in this race to the end, and we're going to win because when Democrats unite, we always win."
Vice President Harris, who was also on the call, added: "We will not back down. We will follow our president's lead. We will fight, and we will win."
Later, in a briefing for reporters, White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre said Biden is "absolutely not" planning to drop out as the presidential nominee.
Even those who still argue Biden remains the best candidate admitted he lost ground in recent days, though hope remains that poll numbers will stabilize over the coming week. Some Democrats have begun openly considering the idea that Harris could replace Biden on the ticket to take on Republican Donald Trump in November.
"There is significant erosion among elected [officials] and donors," said Dmitri Mehlhorn, a donor adviser working with outside groups to elect Biden. "But the elected and the donors do not represent the substantial part of swing voters who are in the battleground states."
Biden's campaign team insisted on a June debate with Trump to address voter apathy and concerns about Biden's age. His stammering performance, instead, triggered alarm in the party and an increase in public concern about his competence, as measured by public polls.
Biden's private outreach to lawmakers has also been minimal since the debate, prompting leaders within the party to express their surprise to others. Biden waited until Tuesday to speak with House Democratic leader Hakeem Jeffries (N.Y.) and until Wednesday morning to speak with Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (N.Y.) and former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (Calif.). His meeting Wednesday evening with Democratic governors was scheduled only after a request by Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz.
Several governors emerged describing it as an "honest" and "open" and "candid" assessment of the race. Biden reflected on the poor debate performance -- telling them that his mind was crammed with numbers -- and reiterated his plans to regain his footing.
"When you love someone, you tell the truth," Gov. Wes Moore (D-Md.) said. "We were honest about the concerns that we were hearing from people. And we were also honest about the fact that -- as the president continues to tell us and show us -- that he was all in. And we said that we would stand with him."
Gov. Kathy Hochul (D-N.Y.) added: "I'm here to tell you tonight, President Joe Biden is in it to win it. And all of us said we pledged our support to him because the stakes could not be higher."
Some House Democrats continued to debate among themselves Wednesday whether to call on Biden to step down, with drafts of a possible public letter circulating. Two Democratic members of Congress -- Reps. Jared Golden (Maine) and Marie Gluesenkamp Perez (Wash.) -- publicly said Tuesday that Biden can no longer win, while Rep. Lloyd Doggett (Tex.) said Biden should be replaced as the party's presidential candidate. Rep. Raul Grijalva (D-Ariz.) called on Biden to step aside Wednesday.
On a text chain Wednesday morning, House members shared a new YouGov poll that showed Biden down two points to Trump. Another poll shared on the text chain showed that former first lady Michelle Obama would trounce Trump by 10 points.
The anxious lawmakers didn't put any stock in the numbers but marveled at how "there's all this potential to defeat Trump and it also says how much it's being held back by Biden," according to one lawmaker on the text chain.
Rep. James E. Clyburn (D-S.C.), one of Biden's closest allies in the House, said Wednesday morning that he had not spoken with the president. A spokesperson said the two connected later in the day.
"I think that the president should have a series of town-hall-type meetings, engaging with voters, with the media," Clyburn said. "I think he should not have his reactions to questions from the voters through a filter. Let him give unfiltered responses to their questions, and let the media report on it."

Rebecca Pollack, Micah Pollack, 11, and Mateo Zavala, 14, hold up signs outside the White House on Wednesday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Democrats involved in House and Senate races say much will depend on whether Biden's polling continues to slide in coming days, and how that impacts Democratic candidates. There are some signs Republicans are moving to capitalize on Biden's faltering debate performance. Arizona's Republican Senate candidate, Kari Lake, plans to air a statewide ad that hits Democratic candidate Ruben Gallego on Biden's decline, said one person familiar with the ad planning.
Both the campaign and the White House are hoping that events in the days after the Fourth of July holiday will reassure voters and party insiders. They point out that no senior Democrats have called on him to step down.
The initial damage control after Thursday's debate and the subsequent North Carolina rally was handled almost entirely by staff. Those private phone calls, video conferences and other presentations focused largely on other aspects of the campaign and offered no opportunity for questions or only screened questions. Top campaign staff have written multiple memos and emails to staff, donors and supporters asking for calm and redoubled work.

Former president Donald Trump and President Biden participate in the first presidential debate of the 2024 election cycle, at CNN's studios in Atlanta on Thursday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


"The president and his team have been through the highest of highs and the lowest of lows. And you know what? That will continue," Jeff Zients, Biden's chief of staff, said on the White House call. "The only way to get through it is as a team." He took no questions.
The encouraging talk about fundraising numbers and the grass-roots operation has failed to address the central concern that Biden himself is not up for the job, say several senior strategists who have decided in recent days that either Biden has to prove his ability or that Democrats need a new nominee. Allies have also pointed out that the focus on internal campaign polling and analytics -- showing a stable race, with Biden trailing Trump slightly -- has failed to address the question of how the debate performance affected Biden's ability to overtake Trump before the fall.
The argument by top Biden advisers has long been that enough voters will ultimately choose to oppose Trump, but that argument lacks a clear empirical basis beyond polls that show a majority of the country remains open to supporting Biden in theory, people familiar with the situation said. The campaign has also been hit by external polling that has shown a sharper drop from Biden's already poor standing in matchups with Trump and third-party candidates.
"'The polling isn't changing' is not a sufficient message," said one Democratic veteran of presidential efforts, who reflected the sentiment of several other strategists. "The fundamental point is it is not about a single debate performance. It is about the shaky confidence that people had is now gone. And him giving two four-minute statements and reading a teleprompter at a rally and a fundraiser is not going to cut it."
The high-dollar donor community, meanwhile, has overwhelmingly turned against Biden, according to people familiar with the conversations. Whether that has a material effect on fundraising if Biden stays in the race is less clear. In multiple cases, donor advisers say, large donations to outside groups that were expected have been withheld since the debate.
Liberal donor networks like the Democracy Alliance, American Bridge and the Strategic Victory Fund have all held calls in recent days where donors have expressed concerns about moving forward, though none of the calls resulted in formal calls for Biden to leave the race. Officials at one independent group have begun to review polling to see how their planned advertising will fare if Biden is not the nominee.
Multiple donors have described the debate performance as reflecting elements of Biden's performance in smaller group settings at donor events in recent months, when he appeared halting and struggled to communicate. That recognition has fueled calls for him to step aside, according to people familiar with those conversations.
A business executive who helped arrange a fundraiser for the Chicago convention in the last year said the Biden team refused to let even major donors ask questions in a small group. That was shocking, this person said.
"I told them my donors don't care about a photo. They want to talk to him. The Biden people just wouldn't let them," the person said. "It was clear they were managing him in a way I've never experienced before. Donors expect to get to talk to the president if you're writing a big check and having an event with him."
Multiple top party donors joined the chorus on Tuesday in phone conversations with Pelosi and Schumer to say that the current situation was not sustainable and a new nominee was needed, according to people familiar with the call. Spokespeople for Pelosi and Schumer declined to comment.
During a fundraiser in McLean on Tuesday night, he was in good spirits and spoke at a donor event without a teleprompter set up for the first time since the debate. He made light of his debate struggles -- "I know I didn't have my best debate night" and suggested it was a result of jet lag. Biden returned to the United States from meetings in Europe 12 days before the debate.
Biden touted strong campaign fundraising since the debate. "So far, so good," he said.
Members of Biden's family have been firm in encouraging him to stay in the race, adamantly saying that he has a game plan and rebuffing suggestions that he would consider stepping aside, according to four people close to the family. "The family is still all in," one of them said, speaking on the condition of anonymity. "They're still supportive."
They have acknowledged the tough debate and the tenuous moment, but they have said absent high-level defections like Pelosi or Schumer, or a significant drop in polling data, he will remain as the party's nominee. They also frequently point to others having often doubted him only for him to overcome expectations, a sentiment still coursing through many of the family members, the people said.
Josh Dawsey, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Liz Goodwin, Abigail Hauslohner, Paul Kane and Yvonne Wingett Sanchez contributed to this report.
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Biden 'absolutely not' dropping out, White House says
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail, with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Tyler Pager, Matt Viser, Nicole Markus, Washington Post staff, Philip Bump, Nick Mourtoupalas, Michael Scherer, Marianna Sotomayor, Hannah Knowles, Isaac Arnsdorf, Josh Dawsey, Marianne LeVine, Derek Hawkins, Kati Perry, Hannah Dormido, Eric Lau, Scott Clement, Cleve R. Wootson Jr., Leigh Ann Caldwell, Toluse Olorunnipa, Spencer Hsu, Rachel Weiner, Aaron Blake, Ashley Parker, Devlin Barrett, Perry Stein, Theodoric Meyer, Meryl Kornfield, Alex Horton | 2024-07-04
President Biden is "absolutely not" dropping out as the Democratic presidential nominee, White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre told reporters Wednesday. Earlier, Biden and Vice President Harris called in to a campaign meeting to give staff members a pep talk. The activity comes as Biden and aides seek to tamp down continuing Democratic angst over his debate performance last week.
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Civil War soldiers in wild train hijacking receive Medal of Honor
President Biden presented posthumous Medals of Honor to Civil War troops Philip Shadrach and George Wilson for a mission known as the Great Locomotive Chase.
By Alex Horton | 2024-07-04

President Biden presents Theresa Chandler, great-great granddaughter of Pvt. George D. Wilson, a posthumous Medal of Honor during a ceremony Wednesday at the White House. At left is Gerald Taylor, great-great nephew of Pvt. Philip G. Shadrach, whose Civil War actions also were recognized. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Two U.S. soldiers, executed 162 years ago for their role in a daring Civil War mission to hijack a locomotive and sabotage a rail line vital to the Confederacy, were recognized Wednesday with the nation's highest military decoration, joining several comrades whose audacious battlefield exploits were recognized generations ago.
Descendants of Pvts. Philip G. Shadrach and George D. Wilson, members of the Union Army's 2nd Ohio Volunteer Infantry Regiment, received the Medal of Honor on their behalf during a White House ceremony led by President Biden.
"Every soldier who joined that mission was awarded the Medal of Honor, except for two soldiers who died because of that operation, but never received this recognition," Biden said. "Today, we right that wrong."
The event closed a decades-long campaign by the men's families to rectify what they and many historians came to see as an unjust oversight in recognizing everyone involved in what became known as the Great Locomotive Chase.
Shadrach and Wilson were among a group of 24 who carried out the brazen plan in April 1862, commandeering a train outside Atlanta and blazing an 87-mile path of destruction north through Georgia to the Tennessee line with adversaries in hot pursuit. When the chase finally ended, the raiders were captured, and eight were put to death. Most escaped, though several were held as prisoners of war for nearly a year.
Nineteen soldiers received the Medal of Honor -- including the first ever awarded -- for their role in the mission. (Several of them were recognized posthumously.) Another soldier, captured before the raid began, later refused the award, historians said. Two others involved were civilians and did not rate it.
Wilson, who was 32 when he died, was a dedicated father and relished debate, Biden said. "He always was ready to persuade, argue and as one family member put it, dress anyone down if the need be," he said. Shadrach, who was 21, "was a free spirit, always searching for adventure, excitement, intrigue," the president added.
In an emotional discussion with reporters earlier, Shadrach's and Wilson's descendants swelled with pride knowing that the efforts of their ancestors and their families' grass-roots lobbying effort, alongside historians, was at last recognized.
Some who made the trip to Washington were acquainted with the story long ago. Others, including Wilson's great-great-granddaughter Theresa Chandler, learned from the Army only four years ago that her lineage included a prominent Civil War figure.
Now 85, she said it has reshaped a legacy nearly lost to history.
"I would have given anything," she said, "to be able to say: 'Grandpa, tell me about it. ... What was it like?'"
Chandler beamed as Biden presented her the medal in a wooden display case.

Pvts. Philip G. Shadrach, left, and George D. Wilson, whom President Biden recognized with posthumous Medals of Honor. (U.S. Army)


The mission was born from a desire to destroy the South's ability to move troops and military equipment.
Maj. Gen. Ormsby M. Mitchel, assigned by the Union to its Tennessee campaign, mulled how to best attack Chattanooga, a well-defended Confederate citadel located along vital water and rail lines. If invaded head on, the rebels could flood the area with reinforcements on train cars from the south and overwhelm U.S. forces, he concluded.
James J. Andrews, a civilian spy for the North, crafted a novel solution. A small team of volunteers would travel 200 miles into Confederate territory dressed as civilians, steal a train engine, and then destroy tracks and burn bridges to strangle the secessionists' logistical lines.
The plan faced setbacks from the start, said Shane Makowicki, a historian with the U.S. Army Center of Military History. It had rained ahead of the mission, making it difficult to ignite the bridges. The soldiers lacked tools and had to improvise, he said. And while some had experience with trains, there were little if any preparations undertaken beforehand.
"That speaks to the courage and heroism of these men that they volunteered for this," Makowicki said. "Today, if we were going to send people to do this, you have months or weeks of specialized training."

A sketch depicts the April 1862 Union train raid to sabotage a Confederate rail line in Georgia. (U.S. Army)


The mission, led by Andrews, began with an arduous movement on foot in small groups, often at night through mud and rain, convincing civilians along the way that they were looking to enlist in the Confederacy. They assembled north of Atlanta in present-day Kennesaw, Ga., where the team seized a locomotive named the General and its three boxcars. The conductor, William Fuller, gathered a party and gave chase on foot before taking over a hand car and eventually several other locomotives to catch up with the Union soldiers.
The raid party made periodic stops to tear out track ties and sever telegraph cables in a bid to prevent other Confederate troops from learning about the raid. Oncoming trains on the single track forced the General to stop several times, according to an Army summary of the mission.
In other cases, the raiders employed subterfuge to make it past authorities. At one stop, Andrews told a station master he was under orders from Gen. P.G.T. Beauregard to deliver ammunition to Confederate troops in Chattanooga. The station master allowed them to pass.
As Fuller and his party closed in, the Union raiders aboard the General, low on wood to feed the engine, abandoned the locomotive 18 miles short of Chattanooga, Biden said, ending the mission after nearly seven hours of intense pursuit. The men scattered, but all were eventually captured within two weeks.
"They were taken to a Confederate prison, held in a tiny underground room, chained by their necks and their wrists, starved," Biden said. "Still, the men remained unbowed and unbroken."
Andrews and seven others, including Shadrach and Wilson, were tried as spies and saboteurs and hanged. Chattanooga fell the next year.
Jacob Parrott, who was severely beaten in captivity, was among those who survived the ordeal and later made history as the first service member to receive the Medal of Honor.
Historians and family members could only speculate why Shadrach and Wilson were overlooked for so long. The unit was involved in heavy fighting afterward, and officers who would have kept track of such accomplishments were pushed to other units, said Brad Quinlin, a historian and author involved in advocating the men's Medals of Honor.
Some members of the Shadrach family had pushed for the recognition since the Carter administration, they said. A 2008 spending bill included a provision to award the medal to the two men, but momentum did not pick up until 2012, when Quinlin and family member Ron Shadrach met. They later submitted fresh evidence for defense officials to review.
"There was nothing anywhere in any of my research, any documentation, that said these men did not do what the others have done," Quinlin said.
Although the mission ultimately failed, it is remembered as a prominent moment of the Civil War and has yielded books and films, including Buster Keaton's "The General" in 1926 and "The Great Locomotive Chase" in 1956.
Brian Taylor, Shadrach's great-great-great-nephew, said delving into family history left him in awe, and doing so with his father deepened their relationship. They lovingly call Shadrach "Uncle Stealer," and Taylor once climbed aboard the General, now a museum piece in Georgia.
Ahead of the White House ceremony, Taylor strummed an acoustic guitar and crooned a song he wrote about the mission. "Do it for the glory, boys," he sang, "because you may not find your way back home tonight."
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One question answered: The debate made Biden's position worse
Countless questions, most unanswerable, remain.
By Philip Bump | 2024-07-03

President Biden's debate performance is at the center of a host of questions about his future as a candidate, but polling doesn't provide a clear path ahead. (Kevin D. Liles/For The Washington Post)


An enormous number of questions are lingering around the presidential race at the moment, nearly all centered on President Biden and nearly all of them downstream from his remarkably poor performance in last week's debate.
The most obvious is whether Biden will drop out, allowing his party to nominate someone else to run against Donald Trump in November. That question is different from but linked to the more urgent, unresolved question: Is Biden able to handle the job of the presidency now, much less in a year's time?
Those questions are of central importance for the country but, in the cold calculus of politics, secondary for his party. Instead, Democrats are trying to figure out whether Biden might still be able to beat Trump despite the debate -- or, more accurately, despite the debate's reinforcement of questions about Biden's age. Secondarily, the party is trying to figure out which Democrat might have a better shot at beating Trump. If Biden is going to be replaced, the purpose would obviously be to demonstrably improve the party's chances.
But such questions are very hard to answer. It is hard to know who might be better positioned than Biden against Trump both because Biden and Trump are still relatively close in polling and because it's very hard to predict how a campaign will unfold with a new candidate suddenly thrust into the spotlight. Vice President Harris runs better than Biden and other oft-mentioned Democrats in CNN's poll this week, but only subtly relative to margins of error. It's simply impossible to say. So the party's running on emotion more than anything -- in part because of the lingering shock of the debate.
Here's what we can say: The debate did not improve Biden's chances. There are only so many events in a presidential campaign where candidates can count on an enormous amount of attention. Debates are among them. Biden came into this one running about even with Trump and needed to pull ahead. He didn't, though the extent to which he might have faltered isn't entirely clear.
We can also say that the poll that plays perhaps the most outsize role in the consciousness of Democratic elected officials and activists suggests that Biden lost ground. That's the one from the New York Times and Siena College, a poll that, thanks to the prominence of its sponsor, often drives discussion of the state of the race on the left.
The Times polled Americans before and after the debate, allowing us to see how things have changed. Among likely voters, that change was subtle: Trump led by four points before the debate and leads by six points now. Not a statistically significant shift -- but also not a shift that suggests Biden accomplished what he needed to.
We can also dip into the poll to get a sense of what that shift might have looked like among certain voting blocs. We see, for example, a big shift among men (highlighted in the Times's report on the poll), Hispanic Americans and younger voters toward Trump. There was a big shift the other way among Black Americans.




But there are caveats to apply here. First, that the polls included smaller numbers of Black and Hispanic respondents, so the margins of error are higher.
More importantly, the numbers after the debate among men, young voters and Black voters look a lot like the numbers from the Times's April poll. Then, men preferred Trump by 20 points compared with 23 points now. Black voters preferred Biden by 60 points; now it's 65. Young voters preferred Biden by two points then and three points now. Views of the candidates among Hispanic voters, by contrast, did not revert to where they were three months ago.
The central question raised by the debate was whether views of Biden's fitness to serve as president had changed. They did, again heavily among the groups identified above. Now a majority of Hispanic voters say that Biden's age is such a problem that he can't perform the job capably. So do men.




I should note, just to put some money on the table here, that I think another candidate would probably fare better against Trump. (Harris, for example, does better with young voters and voters of color, among whom Biden does unusually poorly.) I also think that it's unlikely Biden beats Trump at this point, particularly given the role of the electoral college (which we'll get to in a second). But I also admit that the numbers above don't reinforce any of those assumptions concretely.
Besides, I offered a warning last week about relying too heavily on one poll. That warning stands, however appealing it might be to dig deep into that poll like an augur presented with a pile of animal entrails. So let's instead look at 538's average of polling nationally and in the five states that swung to Biden in 2020.
The vertical axis here is intentionally compressed to show movement. Which it does.




Since the debate, Trump has widened his lead to about two percentage points. Since 538's state-level averages are derived in part from the national average (since national shifts tend to trickle down to states), Biden has lost ground across all five states in those averages. But, then, those shifts mirror those seen after the first debates in 2012 and 2020.
There is lots of evidence by now that the debate made the Democratic position worse, even if, as the most hopelessly optimistic Dem might offer, it's only because the debate didn't help the incumbent president gain traction. Unfortunately for scrambling Democrats, the polls don't do much to answer the questions above: whether Biden can't beat Trump or which Democrat might be better positioned to do so.
The party is barreling toward what appears to be a cliff and can't see over the edge.
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Jared Golden unsure whether any Democrat can beat Trump in November
"I don't know who can beat Trump in this current moment," said the Democratic congressman from Maine. And he panned the Biden campaign's focus on safeguarding democratic principles as a winning message against Trump, calling it a "complete, abject failure."
By Marianna Sotomayor | 2024-07-03

Rep. Jared Golden (D-Maine) thinks Donald Trump is going to win in November. (Tom Bell for The Washington Post) 


Rep. Jared Golden (D-Maine) said Wednesday that he's unsure what Democratic candidate could prevail over Donald Trump in November.
In his first interview since penning an op-ed in the Bangor Daily News, Golden stopped short of calling on President Biden to exit the presidential contest after his faltering debate performance. But he did predict that Biden would lose to Donald Trump in November. He added that he's unsure whether Vice President Harris could beat Trump, either.
Asked whether he believes there is a Democrat who could prevail over Trump, Golden said, "I don't know who can beat Trump in this current moment."
And he panned the Biden campaign's focus on safeguarding democratic principles as a winning message against Trump, calling it a "complete, abject failure."
Golden, who sits in a district Trump won by roughly seven points in 2020, predicted that Biden would lose his Republican-leaning House district in November by a margin larger than Hillary Clinton did in 2016. He warned that a major loss in his district could be a warning sign for other vulnerable Democrats who have voted with the Biden agenda more often than he has.
Golden's perspective comes as his fellow House Democratic colleagues continue to grapple with whether Biden should remain atop the Democratic ticket after a debate performance last week that has brought about more questions than reassuring answers from Biden's orbit. Only one has so far publicly called on Biden to step aside: Rep. Lloyd Doggett (D-Tex.).
Golden and Rep. Marie Gluesenkamp Perez (D-Wash.), who co-chair the centrist Blue Dog Coalition, both publicly said Tuesday that Biden would not fare well in their swing districts.
But they stopped short of calling for Biden to exit.
"I recognize that I'm in not in a position to make that decision for Joe Biden. He is," Golden said. "What I can say is what I think is going to happen if he is the nominee."
Golden offered that perhaps another Democrat could beat Trump. But he didn't say who, and he was bearish on Harris's chances given that he hasn't heard from constituents about her and how she fares in his district.
"I would love someone running for president in either party or both candidates to be fresh faces, like young with new ideas, not retreads of the past," Golden said. "And that's not what we've been given by either party in Donald Trump and Joe Biden."
Golden's decision to speak out was not meant to coincide with Doggett's. Though he did not watch the debate, Golden said he knew he would have to put out a statement about Biden "because it's what everyone in America is thinking" and talking about. He said it was notable to him that former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said on MSNBC on Tuesday that "it's a legitimate question to say, 'Is this an episode or is this a condition' about the president."
Golden's message to his party goes beyond his warning about Biden and directly against a core argument Democrats are making. The Maine Democrat acknowledges the need to run local races but said he's concerned that Democrats may be too keen on attacking Trump as a threat to democracy. He says, rather, that Democrats should be focusing on how their constituents are feeling economically and socially.
"The preferred campaign message of not just Joe Biden but a lot of Democrats that this election is about saving democracy happens to be a complete, abject failure. If you're trying to appeal to, let's say, just regular people or to, like, swing voters in swing states, it's very clearly going to be about the economy, as it almost always is," he said. "When you look at the last Congress, like, there's plenty of good things that we did."
Unlike most of his colleagues, Golden believes Democrats must tout the strength of American democracy -- even though it was tested on Jan. 6, 2021. But he says the message should be that the system held because of government leaders who were willing to do the right thing and stand up to Trump and uphold the law. He believes Trump would be surrounded by similar people during a second Trump administration.
He echoes what many House Democrats have recognized since the debate: It's imperative for them to win back the majority because they may be the only chamber that could act as a check on another Trump administration.
Golden stated, for instance, that the House could block a Republican majority's attempts to reimpose Trump's 2017 tax law, which slashed taxes for corporations and rich Americans.
"We've got good new laws that the Congress passed that we can run on. We should be talking about those things and reminding people, 'Listen, when the Republicans are in control, like, you know what they do? They try and cut taxes for the rich,'" he said.
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How Biden could be replaced as his party's nominee, in 4 scenarios
It's not too late for Democrats to replace their nominee, but it gets more complex closer to Election Day.
By Hannah Dormido, Kevin Uhrmacher, Sarah Frostenson | 2024-07-03
Democrats are panicking over whether President Biden should be their nominee, after his shaky and often faltering debate performance against former president Donald Trump last week.
Biden has given no indication that he is planning to step aside, and few Democrats have been willing to publicly suggest he should. But there are paths by which Democrats can replace him, including whether he voluntarily steps down or not. (Note that the process for replacing Trump on the Republican ticket would follow much the same path.)
Here is a look at four different scenarios by which Biden could be replaced at the top of the ticket, including both before and after Election Day.
The easiest way for Democrats to replace Biden is to do it at their August convention -- especially if he agrees to step aside.
Doing so "is primarily a question of party rules and party law," said Elaine Kamarck, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution. "It is not in the Constitution, it's not in state law, it's not in federal law. It is mostly in party law."
In this scenario, delegates would arrive at the convention uncommitted to Biden and they would then back another nominee in what's known as an "open convention" where multiple candidates can compete for the nomination on the fly, according to Kamarck, who has also served as a Democratic delegate multiple times. Vice President Harris would likely be presumed the front-runner for the nomination, but delegates would be under no obligation to select her.
It has been decades since such a convention has occurred, but it's not unprecedented. In the 1960 Democratic National Convention, for instance, multiple candidates jockeyed for delegates before then-Sen. John F. Kennedy secured the nod.
If Biden refuses to step down, it's still possible, albeit unlikely, that a challenger emerges who tries to convince delegates to back them instead, per Kamarck.
Once the convention ends, the campaign enters a new phase, where it becomes more challenging to replace Biden, but not impossible. According to Kamarck, the party has rules that empower the party chairman to call the national committee into session to pick a new nominee.
In fact, Democrats actually did this after the 1972 convention when they replaced Sen. Tom Eagleton, George McGovern's running mate, because of concerns about his health.
If this were to happen again in 2024, however, it could face serious logistical and legal hurdles as ballot deadlines may have already passed and early voting begun in some states.
In the event that Biden wins the election, but is then incapacitated before the electoral college votes on Dec. 17, there is still a path for Democrats to replace him, but this is where things get tricky. There is no federal-level process for replacing a president-elect during this time.
"It's kind of a murky situation," Kamarck said. "My guess is that what both sets of electors would do is they'd probably vote for the vice-presidential candidate, but they are not required to."
State rules on how this would work vary, according to Kamarck, with some states requiring electors to vote for the person who they were voted to elect. If this were to happen, it would likely be chaotic. "You could see some strange outcomes," Karmack said.
In the event Biden is incapacitated after the electoral college has voted, things are actually more straightforward than in the previous scenario.
In this situation, the Constitution stipulates in Section 3 of the 20th Amendment that the vice president-elect becomes president. Similarly, if Biden were to become incapacitated after the inauguration, the vice president would become president, as stipulated in both the Constitution and Presidential Succession Act of 1947.
Colby Itkowitz and Amy Gardner contributed to this report. Illustration by Ben Kirchner.
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Biden and Democratic legislators undercut their party's central message
Most supporters of President Biden plan to vote for him because he isn't Donald Trump. But Biden and his party have downplayed that distinction.
By Philip Bump | 2024-07-03

President Biden prepares to leave after participating in last week's presidential debate. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Obviously, President Biden did not do a good job pressing his case against Donald Trump in the first presidential debate last week. That said, there was one argument that was surprisingly absent: that a second Trump presidency would put American democracy itself at risk.
The subject did come up, once the moderators from CNN broached it. Given his past comments, Jake Tapper asked, was Biden saying that Trump voters "will be voting against American democracy?"
"The more they know about what he's done, yes," Biden replied. He then offered examples, but, in keeping with the challenges that plagued his entire debate performance, they were jumbled and unclear, centered heavily on the events in Charlottesville in 2017. During his closing comments, Biden didn't mention any threat to democracy at all, focusing instead on inflation.
Perhaps this was an oversight and perhaps it was intentional. Maybe the focus was on expanding Biden's appeal to voters who weren't convinced by his arguments about what a second Trump term might mean. But if the idea is that Trump poses a unique and immediate threat to the country, that certainly didn't come through in Biden's comments.
It's clear that this is a central reason Biden has the support he does. In CNN's poll released on Tuesday, voters who say they're backing Biden in November chose "protecting democracy" as the most important issue in the election by a more than 2-to-1 margin over the second most commonly identified issue, the economy. And more than half of those who say they plan to vote for Biden say that they plan to do so more because they oppose Trump than because they like the incumbent president.




Then it got worse. On Tuesday, Rep. Jared Golden (D-Maine) wrote an essay effectively shrugging at the idea that Trump posed a threat to the country.
"Biden's poor performance in the debate was not a surprise," Golden wrote. "It also didn't rattle me as it has others, because the outcome of this election has been clear to me for months: While I don't plan to vote for him, Donald Trump is going to win. And I'm OK with that."
After all, he added later, "[p]earl-clutching about a Trump victory ignores the strength of our democracy," manifested in the response to the Capitol riot and in the millions of Americans who support the idea. The election, Golden said, "is about the economy, not democracy."
Rep. Marie Gluesenkamp Perez (D-Wash.) agreed with Golden's assessment of the likely outcome in a television interview: "The truth, I think, is that Biden is going to lose to Trump."
They aren't alone in that belief. A poll conducted by Siena College for the New York Times last month found that nearly a fifth of Biden supporters think that Trump will win the election. (About 1 in 8 Trump supporters think Biden will.)




And Golden and Gluesenkamp Perez have a motivation to treat a Trump victory as likely or even unremarkable: Each represents a district that Trump won in 2020. Separating themselves from an unpopular president in a moment of crisis or centering the choice this November on their own races is understandable in that context. There was a reason that Golden's essay pivoted from questions about the presidency to the need for strong legislators in Congress, and it isn't that he's seeking reelection to the White House.
Again, though, Golden's message in particular runs counter to the one that his party has been hammering. If democracy will be fine after a second Trump victory, even if its survival necessitates the mobilization of those millions of defenders, then all this stuff about the stakes in November are overwrought. All those people coming out to vote for Biden maybe can just stay home if they want -- save voters in Maine's 2nd Congressional District, of course, who should come out to vote for Golden.
The truth is that we don't know what will happen should Trump win in November. We know that he and his allies have plans to overhaul government and centralize power in the White House in an exceptional way, plans boosted by the Supreme Court's recent decision on immunity. But no one can say with certitude that democracy will be significantly damaged. In retrospect, such concerns may look like "pearl-clutching."
The Democratic argument, though, has been that even a moderate avoidable risk is worth avoiding. They -- and Biden in particular -- have effectively prosecuted the case that Trump poses such a risk. That Biden mostly ignored it and that members of his party treat a Trump victory as imminent risks undermining that effort.
And, by extension, increasing the odds of a Trump win and making that risk less avoidable.
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The target of the right's 'revolution' is pluralistic democracy itself
The president of the Heritage Foundation said, "We are in the process of the second American Revolution, which will remain bloodless if the left allows it to be."
By Philip Bump | 2024-07-03

A flag waving upside down in front of the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021. (Michael S. Williamson/The Washington Post)


The website for the Heritage Foundation's "Project 2025" -- a right-wing policy and administrative wish list -- manifests its worldview immediately. Its wish, the site says, is for "you the reader -- Mr. Smith, Mrs. Smith, and Ms. Smith -- to come to Washington or support those who can."
That archaic differentiation between married and other women is obviously intentional, sending the message that Heritage and its allies seek to turn back the clock not just past "wokeness" but even past the movement to treat women as equal participants in American society. It is a microcosm of what the effort intends: restructuring the country so that the right -- meaning primarily straight White men, as was the case 100 years ago -- can decide how power and status are allocated.
Kevin Roberts is the president of the Heritage Foundation and has overseen the organization as it has shifted toward an explicit embrace of Donald Trump and his approach to government. In an interview with former Virginia congressman and college professor David Brat (R) on Tuesday, Roberts articulated his view of the moment.
"Let me speak about the radical left," Roberts said. "You and I have both been parts of faculties and faculty senates and understand that the left has taken over our institutions." He said the left was "apoplectic" because, now, "our side is winning."
I "just want to encourage you with some substance," Roberts added, "that we are in the process of the second American Revolution, which will remain bloodless if the left allows it to be."
It is true that, particularly of late, his side has been winning. That is not a function of his side convincing a majority of Americans that its policies or worldview are preferable. Instead, it reflects the Supreme Court's decisions reversing access to abortion, stripping power from federal agencies and, most immediately, granting broad impunity to presidents (which, Roberts told Brat, was something the right "ought to be really encouraged by"). The court that made those changes is one that arose largely despite popular will, not because of it. The immunity decision, for example, was opposed by most Americans and even most Republicans -- at least until the question was framed as granting immunity to Trump.
Roberts describes the moment as a second "revolution," one that he hopes will remain bloodless as long as, we can impute, the left doesn't provide too much resistance. But against what is his side revolting?
There's a hint in his comments leading up to that declaration of war: that the left has "taken over" institutions, including universities. We know what this means from recent context. He's talking in part about how college students are more liberal than non-college students, a divide that predates Trump but expanded in the Trump era. He's talking, too, about the perception on the right that college admission and employment are driven by considerations of race and identity that disadvantage Whites. He's talking about how he and people like him feel others who are not like him are gaining power at their expense.
This is the heart of Trumpism, of course. The gap between college- and non-college-educated Americans began to widen during Barack Obama's presidency, as populism became an increasingly potent part of Republican politics. The ostensible trigger was taxation, but that was a framing driven heavily by the traditional elements of the GOP, which saw cutting taxes as a central policy goal. Rank-and-file members of the tea party movement often put it differently: They objected to where their tax dollars were going. To people on public assistance -- meaning, in their estimation, non-White people who live in cities. To foreign governments. To immigrants.
Trump was a beneficiary of this worldview mostly because he shared it and was willing to amplify it. Make America great again, because it's not great now, what with Black people protesting the police, Pride flags flying and immigrants seeking new lives in America. Revert America to its previous greatness so that you don't have to hear Spanish at the supermarket or be aware that someone is dressed in drag. Muffle and sideline those New York and Los Angeles elites who, in the estimation of many Republicans, are actively discriminating against White people and Christians.
This fear of a declining America because of an ascendant left is pervasive on the right. Justice Samuel Alito has spoken of it publicly, as did former attorney general William P. Barr. (Trump does constantly, of course.) The Heritage Foundation's Project 2025 is centered on securing power for the right primarily as a response to that fear. The Supreme Court's immunity decision is rooted in the idea that what broke wasn't Trump's response to his 2020 election loss but the Biden administration's effort to hold him to account through the investigation led by special counsel Jack Smith.
That decision was written by Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr., who also wrote the 2013 decision asserting that the era during which Blacks were systematically excluded from access to voting had ended. It was an early benchmark in the right's effort to claw back power for traditional American values, meaning for traditional Americans, meaning for White Americans.
So much of this is about demography and power. America's demography is shifting, albeit not in the way that most people think. When the baby boom was young, there was a large White majority and a small Black minority. Now, about half of younger Americans are Black, Asian, Hispanic or mixed race, and the density of immigrants in the population is about what it was a century ago. They are more likely to take advantage of shifts in the acceptability of LGBTQ+ identity.
This shift means more voices challenging how American systems tacitly or explicitly advantage White people and straight people and men, and that means more of a reaction. Race and gender are easy scapegoats for problems from job losses to denied college applications to (to use a more extreme example) plane crashes. The people advocating for change are young, meaning more likely to be non-White and meaning more likely to be in college. It overlaps.
Trump promises to stand in their way. So does Heritage's Roberts; his revolution will reshape government to muffle popular will, sure, but it also recognizes the centrality of social issues, like the use of "Ms." instead of "Mrs."
America has for decades been shifting toward a government in which power is distributed broadly and irrespective of identity. On the right, this is a problem; getting more people to vote, for example, is positioned as "rigging" elections since those more people are presumed to be Democrats. So we have Roberts, Trump and their revolution.
This time, though, the aim isn't a new nation born of equality and the law. It is instead to largely reverse the trajectory of the first American Revolution, centralizing power in one leader who happens to look a lot like them.
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A shift in how Democrats talk about Biden's dropping out
The subtext of what leaders like Nancy Pelosi and Jim Clyburn are saying is clear -- and it's a marked contrast to how the Biden campaign is talking about this.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-07-03

President Biden and then-House Speaker Nancy Pelosi in 2022. (Carolyn Kaster/AP)


No elected Democrats (besides Rep. Lloyd Doggett of Texas) want to be the ones to tell President Biden that he should step aside after Thursday's debate. Biden's campaign insists it's not even on the table.
"You've heard this in his own words," spokeswoman Adrienne Elrod said Wednesday morning on MSNBC. "He is not considering [it]."
But increasingly, what top Democrats appear to be saying is: Maybe he should.
The shift in tone is subtle, but it's telling. These Democrats have increasingly treated this as a real possibility in ways you avoid if the name of the game is to batten down the hatches and stand by your man. And this is not coming from pundits, editorial boards or backbenchers; it's coming from party graybeards and potential leaders.
In the aftermath of Thursday's debate performance from Biden, former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) defended him. "We see Joe Biden up close; we know how attuned he is to the issues, how informed he is," she said Sunday on CNN. She added: "It was a bad night. Let's move on from that."
But on Tuesday, Pelosi called it a "legitimate question to say is [Biden's debate performance] an episode or is this a condition" -- saying the same of Donald Trump, for good measure -- and suggested this was a conversation Democrats needed to have.
"This is not a normal election where you want to win -- if you don't, you cooperate and do the best you can for the country and hope to win the next time," Pelosi said on MSNBC. "This is something that is undermining our democracy. [Trump] must be stopped. He cannot be president. Therefore, people are very concerned."
Pelosi added: "It's going to be up to Joe Biden to do what he thinks is -- there's no more patriotic person in our country than this president of the United States. Nobody less than the former president. But Joe Biden -- and so I trust his judgment."
Rep. James E. Clyburn (D-S.C.), who until recently served as the No. 3 House Democratic leader, went even further in entertaining the scenario.
"Now, Joe Biden may decide otherwise [and drop out]," Clyburn said on MSNBC. "But I think the people that I've been around the last three days are dug in, in their support for Joe Biden."
Clyburn even added that, should Biden drop out, the party should go with Vice President Harris as its replacement.
"I will support her if he were to step aside," Clyburn said, while emphasizing he wants a Biden-Harris ticket. He added: "No, this party should not, in any way, do anything to work around Miss Harris. We should do everything we can to bolster her, whether she's in second place or at the top of the ticket."
Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear (D), one of those speculated on as a possible replacement, went on CNN on Tuesday night and also treated this as an open question.
"Well, Joe Biden is our nominee, and ultimately that decision on continuing or not will fall to him and his family," Beshear said. "But I don't think that there's anything wrong with asking the president to talk to the American people a little bit more about his health or that debate performance."
Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker (D), another talked-about presidential contender, also seemed to choose his words carefully Tuesday night on CNN.
"Look, right now, Joe Biden is our nominee," Pritzker said. "And I'm 100 percent on board with supporting him as our nominee, unless he makes some other decision. And then I think we're all going to be discussing what's the best way forward."
Pritzker even entertained alternatives like Harris, asserting that they could have broad appeal.
"I know there are people in the party that want people to just be quiet," he said. "But the truth is I think people need to express themselves. We're a party that accepts that. And I'm pleased about that. And then, we'll come to a conclusion here. Joe Biden will come to a conclusion about it."
He added: "Right now, unless he makes some other decision, discussing what's the best way forward, Joe Biden will come to a conclusion about it."
These are not the kinds of things you say if this isn't something you want Biden to at least think about. And they are a marked contrast to the Biden campaign's line that this just isn't a consideration at all.
These Democrats are careful to caveat their comments by citing Trump and saying they stand by and support Biden if he stays. But these experienced politicians know those comments will only feed questions about whether Biden can or should continue. You don't entertain those questions unless you think it's a vital conversation, because the conversation itself could damage Biden by elevating these concerns.
At least for now, they're keeping that conversation going. And the Biden campaign's efforts to tamp it down aren't working.
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How to be patriotic in today's America
Post columnists on how to build a new sense of belonging.
By Theodore Johnson, Karen Attiah, Jason Rezaian | 2024-07-04
The Fourth of July is inextricably tied to patriotism. But what does patriotism mean today? What are modern American values, and can we agree on any of them? Three of our columnists, Theodore Johnson, Karen Attiah and Jason Rezaian, look for a hopeful path forward.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Karen Attiah: I still remember when my parents finally got naturalized back in the '90s. My mom in particular really did adopt the form of patriotism that people think of today -- adopting these ideas of what it means to be American culturally: being really interested in football, the Dallas Cowboys, super into NASCAR, country music. And also, we grew up evangelical Christian in Texas, where patriotism is very much entwined with what it meant to be Christian.
I think that the word "patriot" has come to symbolize a kind of White male defending America blindly at all costs from any and all criticism -- as opposed to America as this idea where difference is celebrated and encouraged, where people have the freedom to self-actualize. I think America has beautiful ideals. But whether patriotism is the way to reach those ideals, I don't know.
Jason Rezaian: For me, what it means to be American is not only an opportunity to self-actualize but an opportunity to intermingle with people from all over the world, and to do so in a way that is not necessarily validating of differences, but accepting of them. That's what America is to me. And you can't tell me that it was set up to be something else. I've experienced that in my life in many ways -- though admittedly in diminishing ways in recent years. So while I agree that in some spaces the idea of patriotism has turned into this other thing, I just don't think that that's what it actually means. And I'm not gonna let anybody take away and redefine for me what it means to be patriotic.
Theodore Johnson: For me, being American is the only thing I can be. And I am proud of who I am and how I was raised, and of the people that raised me and the cultures that I belong to, so I'm extremely proud to be an American. And there's not any other thing I would rather be. On the question of patriotism, my struggle there is a lot of patriotism is often uncritical.
It's as if you are patriotic because you think your country is perfect or because you think your country is so exceptional that everyone else should get out of its way and allow America the spotlight. I'm not that kind of patriot. I'm the kind of patriot that very much loves the country that I was born in, belonged to, wore the uniform for. But I also recognize it has fallen very short. As a Black man who's been pulled over 40 times by police in the 30 years he's been driving,  I know where the work this country needs to do is.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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Americans can fix their fraying society
Independence is a luxury no one should take for granted.
By Editorial Board | 2024-07-04

Independence Day celebrators gather in front of the Lincoln Memorial ahead of a fireworks show on July 4, 2023. (Minh Connors/The Washington Post)


On July 4, Americans pause to celebrate the brave and radical actions of 1776, when 56 men signed the Declaration of Independence from the British monarchy, creating a nation that not only survives but also remains the world's strongest. Wars, pandemics, inequality and political strife, among other challenges, have threatened this nation. But what those 56 men envisioned holds firm today: Its strength flows from Americans' ability to acknowledge and work through differences.
Today, the United States doesn't face a common external foe akin to the British crown -- or the Soviet Union, as in the Cold War. Instead, cultural shifts among Americans threaten to make the country more divided and weaker. This long Independence Day weekend is time to recognize the danger of Americans' growing independence from one another.
These cultural shifts are visible not just in increasing partisan polarization but also in how Americans relate to one another day by day. Americans volunteer less than they used to, increasingly making more time for their own hobbies, but not to help others. In the early 2000s, nearly 30 percent of Americans over age 16 said they volunteered at least once in the past year. That had fallen to 23 percent by 2021. It hasn't been a straight decline, but the trend is generally downward. If volunteering rates now were similar to the early 2000s, about 12 million more people would volunteer each year. Many charities say they are seeing this firsthand as they struggle to get enough help. Charitable giving has declined even more. Nearly 70 percent of Americans said they gave money to a charitable cause in the early 2000s versus only 50 percent in 2018.
The reasons are not entirely clear. The pandemic contributed to a pullback in any type of socializing in person. Some also point to the 2017 Republican tax law changes that led to fewer people claiming a charitable tax deduction, since they no longer itemize their deductions. But charitable giving was falling before that change, and most Americans weren't giving solely for a tax write off. The bigger explanation appears to be a great disengagement from civic life. Many people no longer have interest in joining institutions of any sort -- government, religious or civic. The United States is becoming a "less charitable nation," researchers say.
The decline in volunteering and giving coincides with a drop-off in religious attendance, union membership and childbearing. Suburban areas have seen an especially large decline over time. Parents with children under 18 at home are more likely to volunteer formally. Many Americans say they help out neighbors informally by babysitting, petsitting or running errands, but these courtesies are not the same as formal volunteering, in which one helps people one does not know well -- or at all.
More Americans seem to prioritize wellness -- their mental and physical health, and their work-life balance -- especially after the pandemic and as baby boomers age. In general, this is good -- but not when taken to extremes. Entrepreneur Michael Karnjanaprakorn wrote recently that today's status symbols are "sabbaticals, long attention spans, quality time with kids, valuing time over money, [a] slow and calm lifestyle, [a] meeting-free calendar, having 'enough,' early retirement [and a] biological age younger than your real age." Noticeably absent from the list was any mention of using free time to help others -- or connecting with new people, even though research shows that social interaction is crucial to overall health.
One result of these trends is a loneliness epidemic. Another is the weakening of Americans' understanding and sense of connection to their fellow citizens. The country has a less generous welfare state than other advanced nations, offset somewhat by a strong charitable culture. But Americans now see less often parts of their communities outside their immediate friend circles and neighborhoods. Volunteering makes people aware of different socio-economic conditions and struggles -- and ways to help.
The government can fill some of the gaps. The United States is the only advanced economy with no requirement that employers offer paid sick leave or paid vacation days. If employers close on July 4, there is no federal law requiring employees to be paid for the holiday. That should change.
But the government cannot make up for the fraying of civil society, and it should not try. It is up to Americans to sustain and renew their bold experiment in self-government. In past periods of crisis and civil strife, they have. Current and rising generations can again, re-engaging in their communities for the sake of their country -- and for themselves.
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This Fourth: The 'eve of destruction'? Or an opportunity for optimism?
Readers reflect on the future of America, the struggle for civic engagement and the Supreme Court.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-07-03

Attendees cheer as performers rehearse on the West Lawn of the Capitol for "A Capital Fourth" on July 4, 2023. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


Unphased by this spring's campus protests, I grew more hopeful about America's future after attending one commencement ceremony that wasn't canceled -- our granddaughter's graduation from preschool. Hearing "Eve of Destruction" on the car ride home didn't dampen my optimism. There are understandable concerns about the nation's direction, but as bad as things seem today, Barry McGuire's No. 1 hit from 1965 reminded me we have gotten through worse.
Instead, I was inspired by patriotic toddlers waving flags, singing and sharing their American dreams. Eighteen rising kindergartners, hands over hearts, recited the Pledge of Allegiance. Then, they belted out every lyric of "This Land is Your Land," Woody Guthrie's World War II-era anthem adopted by my generation's antiwar, civil rights activists.
They were like the Lady Liberty inscription dressed in miniature caps and gowns. Sure, not "your tired, your poor, your huddled masses" (a private preschool in one of the nation's wealthiest counties), but a small world melting pot -- not a Mary or John in the bunch. Adhavan, Aditya, Atticus, Blakely, Charvita, Christian, Claire, Colin, Everett, Fiona, Louie, Mars, Nishka, Noah, Samara, Arzoi, Shikhar, Viaansh. Newly potty-trained, fully diversity trained.
But then, Loudoun County was ground zero for petty squabbles about children's books and bathrooms, hardly the oppressions that tossed millions of immigrants to America's shores.
Most heartening was hearing "A Student Commentary on the Future," each 4-year-old declaring what they want to be when they grow up. A builder, a zookeeper, two scientists. Several more called into public service: police officer, firefighter, astronaut. Six doctors. One "baby." A "hospital," and a financially savvy "plastic surgeon." Three youngsters surprisingly embraced rewarding, albeit boring, careers as dentists. Another: life in the wild as a tiger. Our granddaughter dreamed big. A natural-born schmoozer, she wisely opted not to follow grandpa's steps into lobbying. When I questioned why she chose a profession some might consider a stretch, she unhesitatingly, without explanation, doubled down on "unicorn."
Some answers sounded rehearsed, not unexpected in a region where high achieving parents stay up all night on elementary school science projects. As teens, these grads might eventually aspire to become the next LeBron James or Taylor Swift. Our resilient democracy can survive a few additional celebrity heroes (please, no more social media influencers).
America might not be on the eve of destruction, but public opinion polls support Merle Haggard's view that the "good times" are "really over for good." I'm betting the other way, on these budding citizens and their worthy dream jobs within reach in what remains the land of opportunity. If we can only keep the grown-ups out of the way.
Roger Cohen, Vienna
Just as it's been said, "Dance as if no one is watching," celebrate the Fourth of July as if it's the last for the United States. There will be no guard rails, no one to say, "Sir, you can't do this." Armored vehicles will tear up Pennsylvania Avenue. Donald Trump's generals will bow and kiss his ring. There will be no reason to celebrate democracy, since it will no longer exist. So Americans of all beliefs, religious or secular, patriots or MAGAs, "Embrace your independence" because, come November, our democratic republic will be a MAGA autocracy, and all celebrations will be homage to the king. Unless ...
Gail Karp, Silver Spring
The Post's June 30 front-page article "As isolation and pessimism mount, teacher tries to get teens to the polls," about Shannon Salter's civics class in Allentown, Pa., paints a powerful portrait. It highlights the challenges that our democracy faces, as well as the challenges that educators face in a society where trust has waned and where the effects of the pandemic linger on schooling. Since the article's publication, civics educators have told us they feel heard and seen.
The skeptical youth of Allentown, along with the millions who report feeling alienated from institutions, deserve urgent attention. We might well be losing a generation's desire to help build a "more perfect union." Young people are withdrawing. They voice disappointment in the future of our country's prospects in classrooms such as Ms. Salter's every day. In the post-pandemic environment, our youths need immediate, exciting ways to participate. A solid civic education cultivates a series of habits of citizenship -- listening to others, knowing how to disagree productively, discerning truth and, of course, voting. These skills, combined with knowledge and perspective, build agency and hope. Beyond that, we need to give young people opportunities to get involved in our constitutional democracy and show them that it can work. The future of our nation is on the line.
Louise Dube, Cambridge, Mass.
The writer is chief executive of iCivics.
The Post's excellent article missed a crucial point. Shannon Salter's students and other nonvoters have seen so many troubles persist for so long that they don't believe voting can make a difference. However, recent events (especially the Supreme Court's decisions over the past several years and rising wealth inequality over decades) should make very clear that failing to vote invites backsliding. It needs to be remembered that, when things are bad, they can still get worse. Only after guarding against backsliding can we aspire again to make matters better.
Judith Herzfeld, Newton, Mass.
During last year's Fourth of July celebration, my 18-year-old daughter said to me, "Why are we celebrating July Fourth? Our country is so messed up." I was very annoyed with her for not being patriotic. The Supreme Court decision on presidential immunity, however, has caused me to agree with her.
The decision, disguised in legal scholarship, demonstrates the court's partisan ideology. Justice Neil M. Gorsuch said this will be a decision for the ages, but it's clear that this decision is for the benefit of one person: Donald Trump. The court said a president deserves the presumption of innocence for official acts, regardless of the intent or benefit from that act. In practical terms, this could mean a president appoints a foreign ambassador, an official act, on a bribe. It could mean Mr. Trump's actions -- telling the Justice Department to conduct investigations into bogus claims of election fraud or telling states to submit fake electors -- are considered official acts.
To quote Justice Sonia Sotomayor in her dissenting opinion: "This new official-acts immunity now 'lies about like a loaded weapon,' for any President that wishes to place his own interests, his own political survival, or his own financial gain, above the interests of the Nation." The irony here is that the Supreme Court decision seems to be saying that a president's actions must be protected from a vindictive successor -- yet, this rule could protect Mr. Trump, who publicly vowed to prosecute his successor, if he becomes a vindictive successor.
The court has violated a cornerstone of democracy, that no one is above the law. It is a devastating blow to our form of government. The days of holding a president accountable, as we did with Richard M. Nixon, are gone. The imperial presidency is now officially here.
Salvatore Misuraca, Washington
Americans must immediately move to protect our democracy and the rule of law. Two constitutional amendments are desperately needed. The first would reverse the Supreme Court decision on presidential immunity and clarify that presidents and all public officials are equal before the law, not immune from prosecution and conviction. The second would clarify the right of all Americans to vote in free and fair elections that are not dominated by the power of money.
This will require both great leadership and vigorous grass-roots organizing. Legal and political leaders -- such as Judge J. Michael Luttig, retired justice Stephen G. Breyer,  former representative Liz Cheney and former Georgia representative Stacey Abrams -- should quickly draft bipartisan constitutional amendments along these lines. This must be linked to a broad-based campaign involving millions of Americans in joining to protect our rights by using the democratic procedures for amending the Constitution that our Founding Fathers provided to protect the soul of America.
Andrew Mott, Chevy Chase
Regarding the June 24 article "A twinkling spectacle draws gasps nightly in a dark Utah farm field":
You don't have to travel to Utah to see spectacular firefly displays. You can come to Laytonsville, Md. We have the privilege of viewing what are known as synchronous fireflies, one of only a few species of fireflies that are known to synchronize their flashing light patterns. They shine together right in our backyard, even though the internet suggests that this species only is in Pennsylvania and North and South Carolina.
Since solstice, every night we have been mesmerized by thousands of lights in our tree canopy, from the ground to 50 feet in the air. They flash in unison, an amazing display of coordinated crescendos until a spectacular frenzied finale low to the ground as they begin to descend to mate with their counterparts in our grass -- like ocean waves of light illuminating the forest floor beyond our fence in an almost musical dance of light.
Ray Schoenke, Laytonsville, Md.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/07/03/fourth-july-supreme-court-immunity-trump/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Let us declare independence from the monarchical presidency
Two centuries after defeating King George III, we must issue a new Declaration of Independence.
By Colbert King | 2024-07-04

The Declaration of Independence is on display at Sotheby's in New York on June 25. (Angela Weiss/AFP/Getty Images) 


On this Independence Day 2024, we find ourselves, as a nation, back under a monarchy's hold on America. Credit this astonishing turn of events to Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr., plus the Supreme Court's five other royalists who joined him to fashion a decision that bestows upon the American president immunity from accountability for "official" acts that might leave him open for prosecution were he an ordinary citizen. In her ferocious dissent, Justice Sonia Sotomayor said the majority's decision makes the president a "king above the law." So here we are, having defeated King George III in 1783, only to end up two centuries later with an American sovereign with powers that would make previous tyrants drool.
Were that not enough, the country is faced with the prospect of twice-impeached felon and former president Donald Trump returning to the White House. The thought of the mendacious, narcisstic, vengeful Trump with those powers is terrifying. Dismiss the notion that "there's no telling what he would do." We know better. Trump and his inner circle have told us what he'll do.
It falls to people who cherish and live by democratic values to stave off that danger. The courts won't do it. President Biden, healthy or otherwise, cannot do it by himself. Only we, the people, can do what needs doing, to wit: reject Trump and all that he stands for at the polls on Election Day.
Yes, votes are there to keep Trump out of the Oval Office, as they were in the previous presidential election. Trump, simply put, can't win with only his base of MAGA supporters and fellow travelers, no matter how rabid they are.
Don't get hung up for the moment on who should be the Democratic standard-bearer. There's plenty of time to get that sorted out. And there is a rich field of possibilities, should Biden, upon reflection and after broad consultations regarding his health and ability to serve, decide that now is the time to hand on the torch to an able successor.
I trust Biden to make the right call. I became a Senate staffer around the time Biden joined the Senate in 1973. As with other Washington watchers, I have seen Biden's victories and setbacks through the years. Joe Biden, above all else, is a patriot. He will do what's in the country's best interest.
Better to keep focused, and spread the word to family, friends and neighbors, about the world that awaits them if Trump takes the oath of office.
Prosecutions will warp into persecutions. Political foes, real and imagined, in the press and online and in the politicians' suites, will be subjected to Trump's whims and power. Pardons and clemency will rain down like manna on Jan. 6, 2021, insurrectionists. Russian President Vladimir Putin will once again have a friend in the White House and an ally against NATO and the West. Immigrants and people from Muslim-majority countries will face an aggressively hostile federal government. Civil rights and LGBTQ+ progress will grind to a halt. The economy will function on behalf of the haves, to the detriment of the have-nots and the left-out. Oh, sure, Trump will go all out to create "Black jobs" -- his racist reference to work left for people of color to perform.
So, right now and until Election Day, no matter who is at the top of the ticket, concentrate on defeating Trump and regaining Democratic control of the House and preventing a GOP takeover in the Senate. Visualize Trump and a Republican-controlled Congress. Can you imagine a Republican House doing anything to rein Trump in? A Republican Senate doing anything but acquiescing to any underqualified, politically subservient appointment he chooses to make?  Can mules whistle? Armed with Roberts's ruling, dictator Trump could operate with impunity.
Thus, here we are on the Fourth of July with democracy on the line.
Let this be the day a second Declaration for Independence is launched, proclaimed on behalf of people who reject the notion of an imperial president, and who hold dear democratic ideals and principles. Let us pledge to defend it with our lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor.
Let us begin today.
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A ballad sung by a hot dog about to get eaten will fix your summer 
Plus: Jill Biden's big decision. A veep in the wings. On the hunt for better leaders.
By Drew Goins | 2024-07-03
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

(Dom McKenzie/The Washington Post) 


As any worthwhile Fourth of July story should, it all started with hot dogs.
When Alexandra Petri messaged me proposing that she write a bunch of made-up summer songs the way she did a few years ago with Thanksgiving tunes, the only proof of concept I needed was her idea for an anthem written from the perspective of a hot dog about to be eaten at a Coney Island contest.
Fast-forward a few months, and Hot Dog 76 is "resplendent on my bun! And I sit right here at Nathan's in the hot dog contest sun. / Watching the clock tick down, waitin' till the buzzer sounds!"
The song is one of eight minute-long masterpieces written by Alex and composed by Jack Mitchell, musical friend of Post Opinions. If contemporary musical theater isn't your sound, go for electronic Europop hit "SAND" or the less-than-ambient "Fireworks!!!!!" from "Soothing Sounds for Dogs (Vol. 6)."
Alex's commentary accompanying the songs is fun, too. You might think that "Summer Wedding Dance" does not actually contain any explanation for what the summer wedding dance's steps are, but Alex clarifies: "The dance steps are all the painful decisions that brought you to this wedding dance floor in the first place."
Speaking of a series of painful decisions, it might seem this July Fourth as though the United States has been led down a path to chaos from which it might never turn back. But George Will passes on a "strangely reassuring message: Normal is abnormal."
Backed by the work of a Smithsonian curator he spoke with, George considers the history of torches in American politics. They pop up a lot. Our until-lately relative civility is the exception, not the rule. Pining for "normality" means pining for disruption.
Through it all, though, America has persisted. Remember that on what George calls "this less-than-happy national birthday." Isn't that something to sing about?
Chaser: On the "Impromptu" podcast, columnists Ted Johnson, Karen Attiah and Jason Rezaian deliver an Independence Day message: "America, we love you. But it's hard."
The country has now spent nearly a week since Debategate closely watching President Biden. (Well, as closely as we can; he hasn't been in public much.) His administration's insistence that he is FINE, thanks, has prompted Matt Bai to ask the White House: "You know we can actually see him, yes?"
"By trying to fool the rest of us," Matt writes, "Team Biden is doing exactly what they have always loathed about Donald Trump and have sworn to banish from our politics."
Meanwhile, the people-with-eyes contingent is clamoring ever louder to replace Biden, Adam Frisch among them. In an op-ed, the Colorado Democrat running for the U.S. House calls on the president to step aside.
One bad option for dealing with Biden's unfitness, Megan McArdle writes, is invoking the 25th Amendment, even if she thinks he is "too old not just to run for president but also to be the president." She walks through all the mechanisms of the amendment that could become terribly messy; it's simply not built for "sidelining a president who becomes impaired, but not entirely disabled."
Karen Tumulty submits that there is only one way to get the president to change course, to save the administration and, thus, to save the country. Her name is Jill Biden.
The most astounding movement I've witnessed the last day or so, however, has less to do directly with anyone named Biden. Rather, it's the velocity with which all of social media seems to have been "coconut-pilled" -- that is, converted into die-hard fans of Vice President Harris. (The term comes from Harris's now-legendary rhetorical challenge: "You think you just fell out of a coconut tree?!")
Jim Geraghty might not be a member of the newly reconstituted KHive (yet), but he writes that compared with Biden, Harris is "at least by a small margin, more popular and the safer bet." For someone who is admittedly "no fan of Harris's politics," calling her the "least-bad option" is high praise indeed.
Chaser: Marc Fisher writes that the delegates who are pledged to nominate Biden at the Democratic convention next month are loyalists to the core. Don't expect a show of independence.
Garrett Graff thinks we need better leaders, and more of them. Who could say no to that?
Our newest contributing columnist -- a journalist, author and historian -- will spend the next year writing a series on how to identify, cultivate and elevate great leadership. It could not come at a better time.
I think the best bit from his first entry, in which he ventures a preliminary recipe for readership, is his inclusion of my favorite ingredient in a person: "A strong sense of curiosity." As Garrett writes, "The best leaders today need to be smarter about a wider range of topics than before."
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
A summer-hit rule:
No one likes a bland ballad
Give it some mustard!
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. The newsletter will be off the rest of the week for the holiday, but I'll see you Monday. Have a happy Fourth!
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What if Biden spoke these words?
A Fourth of July speech on kings, independence and American resilience.
By Editorial Board | 2024-07-03

President Biden during a meeting at the White House on May 15. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post) 


My Fellow Americans,
Today, we celebrate not just the birth of our nation but the life it has lived.
How have we lasted this long? How have we endured, grown, prospered? Our extraordinary framers were steered by a revolutionary premise: Our union would never be perfect. We would not be governed by an all-powerful king or sovereign. We would always be a work in progress as a nation and as individuals. Each generation would build on the efforts of its predecessors. This was essential for an enduring republic.
The framers were shaped by hardship -- they carried out a revolution at the edge of a wild frontier. They knew there are seasons to a life -- and seasons of service. They knew, too, that relying on a single individual, a king, might create the illusion of strength but would be at its core fragile.
Over the past few days, I have been reflecting on all this. My season of service is nearing its close. This was a hard truth to face. But it is the natural course of things -- as evident as the progression from spring to summer, from fall to winter. This is why I have decided to withdraw from the campaign for president of the United States.
This moment echoes one George Washington faced as he approached the end of his second term. Fear of instability and of the unknown, of who would come next, counseled against risking a premature departure. John Adams was pugnacious. Thomas Jefferson was radical. But Washington stood aside, though the Constitution at the time did not require it. He looked past ambition and self-regard to what the nation needed most at that moment, declaring through his actions that the United States would not depend on one indispensable man. Power would be transferred regularly and peacefully.
A large part of me still wants to stay in the fight. But, at this moment, the nation needs something I cannot provide: a leader with the energy to run a vigorous campaign and then to work for America, at all hours, for the next four years.
I've often spoken about how I began my career in public service as a senator at age 30. During this time, I have seen the end of the Cold War, the invention of the internet and more; in so many ways, unimaginable scientific and social breakthroughs have become real. I have also witnessed the sharpening of partisan divisions and the coarsening of our nation's politics.
These regrettable trends did not start with Donald Trump. But the former president has exploited and exacerbated them, encouraging Americans to diminish their fellow Americans, even to rise against our democracy, as they did on Jan. 6, 2021. Mr. Trump's unique danger lies in his claim that only he can lead the nation. I will not make the same mistake. Nor will I do anything that would ease his return to power. Staying in the race could do just that.
The question on American minds when Washington stepped aside was: What now? I owe Americans an answer to that question, too. The Democratic National Committee, senior Democratic leaders and I have agreed on an orderly process to select our next nominee, which will include debates between now and our convention in August. My vice president, Kamala Harris, has graciously and courageously agreed to participate. Though Democratic primary voters cannot be included at this late date, their delegates will make the final choice.
Between now and November, I will do all I can to support the next Democratic nominee -- and to encourage Americans to rediscover the optimism and energetic spirit that built this nation. Last week, Mr. Trump described a country in deep and unprecedented crisis. His story of America was fiction. This is not the country I see.
Four years ago, the pandemic was raging. More than 10 million Americans were out of work. Many businesses and schools were closed. People were exhausted by Mr. Trump's chaos. Today, our economy is the envy of the world, thanks to 15 million new jobs, extraordinarily low unemployment and a start-up boom. Record numbers of Americans have health insurance, and we have made historic investments in our infrastructure and in the fight against climate change. Our allies respect us again, as we have rallied the free world against Russian aggression.
Americans, I invite you to search your soul as I have. Are we so unsure of ourselves that we will empower a would-be king, one who has been given expansive powers by an activist Supreme Court? Or will we look back on Washington's example, in the spring of American life, and recognize that our independence is built on service, sacrifice, a willingness to assume the best in one another and the belief there will be better seasons to come?
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If not Biden, who?
Five columnists rate the field of potential replacements for the Democratic presidential nominee.
By 5 Post Opinions columnists | 2024-07-04
If President Biden were to decide not to run for reelection, who should replace him? That would be a question for the 4,000-plus delegates in August at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago, but before then, it's a question for five Post Opinions columnists, who kicked the tires on the options over email this week. This conversation has been edited for length and clarity.

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer delivers her State of the State address, Jan. 24, 2024, at the state Capitol in Lansing, Mich. (Al Goldis/AP) 


Perry Bacon Jr.: The delegates at the Democratic National Convention showing up, hearing nationally televised speeches from 10 candidates or so and eventually choosing Gov. Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan as the Democratic nominee and Sen. Cory Booker (N.J.) as her running mate seems an ideal outcome. I am not sure how plausible that is, though.
This problem was not unanticipated. Here's a piece I wrote in January 2022 (not a typo) suggesting that Biden's age was an issue and calling for an open Democratic primary. Here's another call for a primary in February 2023. I was far from the only person making this argument.
There were two clear advantages to having an extended primary, starting early last year. First, and most important, Democratic Party voters would have gotten to choose their candidate. Second, the best way to see if a person is good at running for president ... is seeing them run for president.
Now, we all have our guesses about who would be a strong candidate. We can look at polling. But there is no way to watch Whitmer compete for months against other candidates and see how she fares.
There have only been two polls of Whitmer vs. Trump in Michigan this year. Not a large body of evidence. But in both surveys, Whitmer led over Donald Trump while Biden trailed him. Her strong wins in 2018 and 2022 suggest she really bolsters Democrats' chances in one of the three states (the others are Pennsylvania and Wisconsin) that the party needs to get to 270 electoral votes. She has a policy record that could appeal to progressives and moderates.
Why pair Whitmer with Booker? He, like Kamala D. Harris, tried to run in between the left (Sens. Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren) and the center-left candidates (Biden) during his 2020 presidential run. That strategy didn't work in such a crowded field. But a candidate who is not a clear leftie or moderate could be a unifying figure. Booker remains very well-liked in the party. Diversity matters, so it's important to have a non-White candidate. Booker (who is 55) combined with Whitmer (52) are a ticket that could address some of Biden-Harris's current shortfalls among younger and Black voters as well as appealing to the majority of voters who don't want a president in his 80s.

Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo during a Senate Appropriations Hearing in May in Washington. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post) 


David Von Drehle: The truth is, the party has dozens of possible presidents, starting with its governors and former governors. But there is one they could sincerely present to the American public as the best-prepared and most talented public servant of her generation: Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo. A very serious person, Raimondo is not a good match for the silliness of a years-long campaign. But she is perfect for the compressed window of time her party faces, because the first 30 things Americans would learn about her will all appeal massively to the despairing center of the electorate that will decide this election.
Imagine the impact of a hard pivot from the geriatric dyspepsia of Biden vs. Trump to a new face whose whole career says problems can be solved and challenges can be met. Raimondo, a Rhodes Scholar, gave up her path to massive wealth to rescue her home state of Rhode Island from bankruptcy due to unfunded pension promises. She accomplished this in her rookie year as state treasurer by touring hundreds of open meetings, patiently explaining the nature of the problem while enduring wails of anguish and abuse from current and retired public employees who had trusted the phony promises of her reckless predecessors.
Guess what: Voters could handle the truth. In fact they liked it and made Raimondo governor. During two successful terms, she cut taxes yearly, raised the minimum wage, delivered tuition-free community college, streamlined government regulations, guaranteed sick-leave benefits, attracted new businesses, expanded renewable energy sources and excelled in managing the covid-19 crisis.
The next president should understand the A.I. revolution, right? Raimondo is arguably the most knowledgeable public official on the topic. The next president needs expertise in managing the competition with China, no? Raimondo has skillfully managed the more than $700 billion trading relationship at the heart of hopes for global peace and stability. As the daughter of a dad who lost his job to China when Raimondo was in school, she has eyes wide open.
Democrats have an opportunity to demonstrate that they hear the voices of America's unhappy middle, that they believe in the nation's future, and that they can finally elect America's first female president.
David Ignatius: I agree with Perry Bacon's nomination of Gov. Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan and David Von Drehle's boost for Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo. Both are centrist Democrats; both would crush Donald Trump in a debate, and both have the toughness and brains to be president. Of the two, I'd lean toward Raimondo because she has the ambition and daring to reach for big, transformative goals. She did that as governor of Rhode Island and now as commerce secretary.

Maryland Gov. Wes Moore  on June 7 in Landover. (Andrew Harnik/Getty Images) 


I'd add Maryland Gov. Wes Moore to the list. Think about his resume: He started at a community college, went on to make Phi Beta Kappa at Johns Hopkins, won a Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford, served as an Army Captain in combat with the fabled 82nd Airborne division in Afghanistan, headed a big charitable foundation, made money on Wall Street and is now off to a great start as governor. He would eat Trump alive on the debate stage.
How to get the ball rolling? One possibility would be for a few delegates from, say, Michigan, Rhode Island and Maryland to announce that they cannot in good conscience vote for Biden, to whom they're officially pledged. (Yes, there's a "good conscience" escape hatch written into the Democratic convention rules, as I read them.) These delegates would instead say they planned to vote for a favorite daughter (Whitmer or Raimondo) or son (Moore). Voting for a state favorite used to be a regular opening bid in national conventions. The prospective nominees could disavow any role in the process, of course. And then, the race would be on!
Dana Milbank: I haven't been as declarative as some others on this chain, so I'll just go out and say it: Yes, I think Donald Trump should step down as his party's presidential nominee. He is manifestly unfit to serve, both dangerously incompetent and clearly out of his mind.
My thoughts about Biden are more complicated. I've long wished that the Democrats had a different nominee, and I feel that way now more than ever. It's hard to see how he wins. If he and his family and advisers decided that withdrawing as the nominee would be his highest service to the country, I would applaud that decision.
But demanding he withdraw is another matter. For all the abuse he has received, he has been highly successful as president, particularly given the dysfunctional politics of the moment. Democratic voters chose Biden knowing that he had lost a step; the extent of his decline was shocking in last week's debate, but it didn't come out of nowhere.
Also, there isn't some Goldilocks alternative to Biden. Would Vice President Harris be a stronger nominee? That's not at all clear. The other names typically floated -- California Gov. Gavin Newsom, Whitmer -- may only seem more appealing because they have not (yet) been the main focus of the MAGA disinformation machine. A free-for-all at the Democratic convention could work out well, or it could destroy the party. The question is whether a Biden defeat seems to be so certain (and, with it, heavy losses in the House and Senate) that Democrats have nothing to lose.
Perry Bacon Jr.: I'm very conflicted about the question of whether Biden should step aside. None of the potential replacements have been vetted by their opponents and the media as would happen in a presidential primary. State government coverage is very thin these days. The investigative teams of The Post, the New York Times, ProPublica and other outlets might find really damaging information about Whitmer or one of these other governors being floated as candidates.
We don't know how a very unusual replacement/convention process would affect voters' perception of whoever ends up being the candidate. Also, I am really wary of the 4,672 Democratic delegates picking the nominee, instead of voters. Perhaps the best way forward is for the Democrats to keep Biden on the ticket but lean into the idea that this is not an election about Trump vs. Biden as individuals but the Republican vision for the country vs. the Democratic one.

Vice President Harris in New York on June 21. (Angela Weiss/AFP/Getty Images) 


David Von Drehle: Vice President Harris should, by all means, toss her hat into the ring if President Biden chooses not to run. If she can make a better case than she made as a candidate for president four years ago, she will have a real shot.
However, Democrats should not assume that because she was Biden's chosen running mate, she somehow deserves to have the nomination handed to her.
The unspoken entitlement of vice presidents to inherit a nomination of their own is a purely modern invention, and it doesn't have a good track record -- just ask Hubert Humphrey, Walter Mondale or Al Gore. In the 70 years before 1960, the Democratic Party rarely nominated a former Veep. Adlai Stevenson of Illinois (grandfather of the Eisenhower-era nominee), Thomas Marshall of Indiana, John Nance Garner of Texas, Henry Wallace of Iowa and Alben Barkley of Kentucky all served as Democratic vice presidents without subsequently receiving the party's nomination to head a ticket.
The party should get back to that healthy separation between serving as a running mate and winning an open fight for top billing. The alternative is anti-democratic. Giving vice presidents a leg up in nomination contests ties the choices available to future voters to unilateral decisions made by past nominees. Vice presidents should not be at a disadvantage; but they shouldn't be advantaged, either.
Perry Bacon Jr.: There has been some speculation that Black voters would be very disappointed if Biden were replaced by a candidate other Harris. The argument is that choosing Whitmer or any other candidate risks depressing the Black vote, which would be very bad for Democrats. I am not so sure of that. Harris's approval numbers among Black voters are fairly similar to Biden's. Neither of them is beloved. Citing those numbers is a bit unfair to Harris, since vice presidents don't get to define themselves.
I am not promising that there would be no backlash among some Black activists or voters if Harris were removed from the ticket along with Biden. But this issue is complicated and nuanced. It's possible Harris isn't that much more popular than Biden among Black voters -- or that other candidates can match or exceed her on that front.
I think Harris could be a strong candidate. 2020 was a long time ago. She seems much more confident in speaking about her positions now. I think she could have won an open primary that started early last year. Harris with a running mate of Kentucky Gov. Andy Beshear would be a youthful, energetic ticket ready to lean into what is the Democrats' best argument: fighting Republican radicalism on abortion, book bans and other issues.
I consider Whitmer a stronger candidate than Harris largely because Whitmer is particularly useful in a key state. Democrats will win Harris's native California with or without her on the ticket.
Also, Harris is the candidate least able to present a clean break from Biden. The president is very unpopular. Ideally, a new candidate could distance themselves from high inflation, the messy withdrawal from Afghanistan, the lack of candor about the president's aging. Harris actually isn't very influential in the administration. But she has been suggesting for four years that she is one of Biden's closest advisers.
David Ignatius: The political dilemma surrounding Vice President Harris illustrates some of President Biden's biggest weaknesses.
Harris was a poor choice to begin with. She hadn't been a strong candidate in the 2020 primaries, and she didn't have a broad political base. Two days before Biden announced that she was his choice back in 2020, he was considering Gretchen Whitmer. Why he embraced Harris is a mystery.
Once Harris was elected, Biden needed to help her get traction. But the Biden White House is a prickly, insular family -- and they basically let her sink or swim. They gave her the thankless task of overseeing border issues and Central America; when she went to the region and expressed the administration's policy -- telling migrants to stay in their countries -- she took flak from progressives and the White House left her hanging. That created a breach that was never fixed.  
Having concluded that Harris wasn't winning public trust (and was running behind Biden in the polls) the president and his White House team should have had the political courage to fix the problem -- by easing her out, if necessary. FDR's decision to jettison Henry Wallace in 1944 in favor of Harry S. Truman was one of the most consequential decisions of his presidency.
But Biden is bad at saying no. With Harris, he acted like he was walking on eggshells. To this day, he and his advisers fear the political fallout from abandoning a running mate they know is unpopular.
Donald Trump mostly spewed lies about Biden last Thursday. But one accurate criticism was that Biden never fires anyone. He rarely holds people accountable for bad performance, even when it's in his political interest to do so.
Harris is a case in point. He may have deserved better from her, but she deserved better from him.  

California Gov. Gavin Newsom, Sen. Raphael G. Warnock, (Ga.), Sen. Amy Klobuchar (Minn.) (Photos by Kevin D. Liles for The Washington Post, Alex Brandon/AP, Christian Monterrosa/AFP/Getty Images) 


Matt Bai: Harris would have a lot of built-in advantages if Biden were to step aside. If she can't capitalize on those advantages in an open process, then she probably shouldn't be the nominee.
Let me just say a word about Gavin Newsom. Whether or not you think he's too slick, and some people do, Newsom has shown real political boldness over the past year. He's had the guts to go out there and offer himself up as a fallback option, and he runs a huge and diverse state. If Biden were to stand down now, I think Newsom has earned the right to be considered, and I think he'd be a relatively safe choice. I actually think the party has a bunch of talented candidates-in-waiting who could beat Trump -- Whitmer, Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapiro, Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg. (Yes, I think Pete would beat Trump.)
Perry Bacon Jr.: Sen. Bob Casey (Pa.) is a very skilled politician and would be a great candidate but is running for reelection this year. I really want him to hold that seat. Gov. Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania just won in 2022. Gov. Tony Evers of Wisconsin has won two terms in a really hard state. But if you watch him speak, he lacks the charisma of Whitmer. He is also 72, not ideal if the goal is to project youth.
Sen. Raphael G. Warnock (Ga.) might be the best politician in the Democratic Party right now. He has won a really hard state twice, in federal elections. (Voters often back candidates from the opposite party in gubernatorial races. So that's why I'm less bullish on my own governor, Kentucky's Andy Beshear.) But Republican Gov. Brian Kemp of Georgia would choose Warnock's replacement, taking the Democrats down a seat in the Senate.
Dana Milbank: There are 213 Democratic members of the House, 23 governors and 51 senators. Except for a few who are constitutionally ineligible by age or birth, almost all would be preferable to Trump. And many could beat Trump. To the fine list my colleagues have amassed, I'd add Illinois Gov. J.B. Pritzker, Sen. Mark Kelly of Arizona and Sen. Amy Klobuchar of Minnesota. Heck, I'd even be happy with West Virginia Sen. Joe Manchin III if he were still a Democrat.

Sen. Mark Kelly (Ariz.) outside the White House on May 4. (Brendan Smialowski/AFP/Getty) 


But I fear that this sort of parlor game leaves the impression that it would be easy to replace Biden on the ticket, and that's just not true. I think this is what drives the hesitancy among Democrats to demand that Biden be replaced, not the lack of a desire for him to be replaced. There have been many references to Democratic leaders and leading Democrats and Democrats as a collective whole: why "they" nominated Biden and don't want to replace him. This is all fair comment, and I share some of the frustration. But I think this framing radically overstates the power of the party and its leaders, assigning to them the ability to remove Biden and to organize a rational process to produce an alternative. I think Will Rogers's nearly century-old admonition still prevails: "I'm not a member of any organized political party. I am a Democrat." But now, thanks largely to changes in campaign finance, the Democratic Party, and parties in general, are historically weak. There are no party bosses, no Politburo or deep state that can decide how things will be done.
Matt Bai: Parties are barely relevant in modern politics, as Trump has painfully demonstrated. Personalities rule. I think there might be worse things than letting the country get a close-up look at some of the Democrats' most compelling personalities who aren't in their 80s. I'm not saying Biden can't win -- he can. I'm saying that this campaign will inevitably now be about his age and fitness, more than about his opponent's lack of morality or patriotism. And that's a scenario he can still prevent.
Dana Milbank: If Biden does step aside -- again, this can only happen voluntarily -- is there a universe in which he doesn't pass the baton to his vice president, who would carry on the Biden agenda and legacy? If the nominee isn't Harris, it's not at all clear what would happen to the massive war chest and campaign apparatus Biden has amassed. Contributions would have to be returned or sent off to state parties. Reservations for ad buys might have to be surrendered. Ballot access would potentially become a problem. This doesn't mean leading Democrats are stacking the deck for Harris or trying to create a closed process. It's just that the structural obstacles to choosing somebody else are formidable.
Anyway, I disagree with my colleagues on tactics more than substance. I would be happy if Biden decided that it is in the country's interest for him to let somebody else carry the torch. While we shouldn't be naive about how difficult and perilous a switch would be, I think it may well be worth the risk, particularly if polls show substantial changes post-debate. But this decision is up to one man only, the man who won the nomination. In the meantime, I'm going to keep my focus on the singular threat posed by the return of Trump, now given free rein by the Supreme Court to abuse power in almost any way he desires.

Reps. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (N.Y.) and Ro Khanna (Calif.) (Photos by Olga Federova/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock; Allison Bailey/Middle East Images/AFP/Getty Images) 


Perry Bacon Jr.: Two of my colleagues named Raimondo as a potential replacement. I don't follow Rhode Island politics or the Commerce Department closely. I am not an expert on her. What I know is that Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.) has criticized Raimondo pretty sharply and progressives view her as one of the most centrist, pro-corporate figures in the administration. (Those are not compliments from a progressive point of view.)
I suspect the progressives would resist her as a Biden replacement much more than they would Harris or Whitmer.
And that brings me to an issue that would come to the forefront if there was a real move to replace Biden: ideology. The two last Democratic primaries have featured a real ideological battle in a way that the Hillary Clinton vs. Barack Obama 2008 race really wasn't.
The more center-left candidate (Clinton in 2016, Biden in 2020) won both races. But there was a sizable progressive vote. In 2016, Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) won 43 percent of the primary vote; in 2020, Sanders and Sen. Elizabeth Warren (Mass.) combined for about 33 percent. And both Biden and Clinton moved left on some issues because Democratic primary voters liked what the progressives were saying. (That's how Biden ended up promising to cancel student debt.)
The candidates being floated right now are more center-left/traditional liberal than left/progressive: Newsom, Harris, Whitmer, Moore. There is no talk of Warren and Sanders (who are also quite old like Biden) or younger progressives such as Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (N.Y.) or Rep. Ro Khanna (Calif.), who is positioning himself for a 2028 run.
The discourse is largely about center-left candidates for a few reasons. Most of the sitting Democratic governors and senators (the obvious pool of candidates) are more center-left. Second, the whole point of replacing Biden is to increase the Democrats' chances of winning the election and more moderate candidates are perceived as being more electable. Third, the people who write columns in the New York Times and the New Yorker and are some of the biggest voices in this Dump Biden discourse are more moderate themselves and pushing candidates they are more aligned with.
In a contested convention process, the candidates would almost certainly be pushed to give some sense of who they would put in top jobs in their Cabinet, their positions on the Israel-Gaza conflict, their general economic policy vision. I suspect there are some differences between these politicians, even if they are all generally Obama-ish ideologically. And if the progressives don't have a candidate but have some votes, they could play the role of vetoing some candidates (Raimondo) and bolstering others (Pritzker is pretty well-liked on the left).
I'm all for vigorous debate on policy issues. I think that's democratic and positive. But I assume Democratic Party leaders don't share that view -- and this is one reason they are wary of pushing aside Biden.
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Don't like the Supreme Court's immunity ruling? Blame Merrick Garland.
With no straightforward case tying Trump to violence, Garland took a historically momentous risk.
By Jason Willick | 2024-07-03

Left: Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. in D.C. on Oct. 1, 2021 (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post); right: Attorney General Merrick Garland in D.C. on Thursday. (Will Oliver/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) (Photos by Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post ; Will Oliver/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


It's almost hard to believe how comprehensively the hubris and zealotry of anti-Donald Trump lawfare has blown up in its practitioners' faces. Not only did the Supreme Court's Monday ruling in Trump v. United States create new and enduring presidential immunities against criminal prosecution, but it eviscerated the fiction of an "independent" Justice Department and even inadvertently threw the validity of Trump's New York hush money conviction into question.
Even if the Justice Department can press forward with enough of its election interference case to convict Trump of something -- and sustain the conviction on appeal -- the case's main legacy will be Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.'s muscular opinion this week loosening restraints on the presidency.
Whether you abhor or embrace the presidential immunity principles the Supreme Court announced in this case (my feelings are mixed), it's important to understand that this outcome was not inevitable. It was the result of decisions by Attorney General Merrick Garland and his bullheaded prosecutor, Jack Smith. They chose to bring a questionable case that shouldn't have been brought, and they presented it to the justices in a maximalist way that invited this beatdown.
As atrocious as Trump's behavior was after losing the 2020 election, indicting him for it was a choice -- a judgment call -- not an obvious necessity. Garland himself certainly seemed to see it that way on entering office. The Post last year published a detailed account of Garland's hesitation, citing his "desire to turn the page from missteps, bruising attacks and allegations of partisanship." Gradually, and under intense political pressure, Garland changed his mind. Trump wasn't indicted for 21/2 years after the events in question, even though the indictment contained hardly any new information.
The New York Times described the Trump investigation this way: "Department leaders believed that the best way to justify prosecuting Mr. Trump and the Willard [Hotel] plotters was to find financial links between them and the rioters -- because they thought it would be more straightforward and less risky than a case based on untested election interference charges." Investigators' inability to build a straightforward case tying Trump to the violence offered Garland the option of honorably declining to prosecute. But he didn't take it.
Instead, he relied on tenuous legal theories to authorize one of the most momentous prosecutions in American history. The reliance on such theories to prosecute a president's official acts did not sit well with the justices. Roberts's opinion observes: "Section 371 -- which has been charged in this case -- is a broadly worded criminal statute that can cover 'any conspiracy for the purpose of impairing, obstructing or defeating the lawful function of any department of Government.'"
The chief justice continued: "Virtually every President is criticized for insufficiently enforcing some aspect of federal law (such as drug, gun, immigration, or environmental laws). An enterprising prosecutor in a new administration may assert that a previous President violated that broad statute."
Had Trump been charged under a well-defined statute for what former attorney general William P. Barr has called a "meat-and-potatoes crime," the Supreme Court might have been more likely to let the case go to trial without a ruling on presidential immunity -- or to tailor immunity more narrowly. But because Trump's terrible post-election behavior consisted mostly of broadcasting political lies, there was no such crime available. The Justice Department fell back on broad and inchoate charges.
If Garland's prosecutors were determined to bring a case based on untested laws against a former president, they could have at least drawn up a clear, narrow indictment -- perhaps limited to the fake elector slates Trump's campaign submitted to Congress. But Garland's prosecutors threw everything into the indictment they could, even alleging that Trump's threat to remove an acting attorney general was criminal. Roberts was having none of it: "As we have explained, the President's power to remove 'executive officers of the United States whom he has appointed' may not be regulated by Congress or reviewed by the courts."
Conservatives such as Harvard Law School's Jack Goldsmith noted in 2019 that special counsel Robert S. Mueller III had botched his analysis of the president's power to remove subordinate officials. Smith, the second special counsel to pursue Trump, made the same mistake. That the Supreme Court's six conservative justices recoiled at that part of the indictment, at least, should have been predictable. It was the only piece they quashed completely -- and one wonders, again, how it affected their overall attitude toward the case.
Finally, there was the prosecution's rush to try Trump before the 2024 election. Starting in late 2023, Smith began to strongly signal that the case had an electoral deadline, telling the Supreme Court that the "public interest in this case requires immediate resolution of the immunity question to permit the trial to occur on an appropriate timetable."
Of course, the case was already moving at lightning speed. But Garland's prosecutors, joined by an overwhelming chorus of anti-Trump legal pundits, began browbeating lower-court judges and later the Supreme Court justices to resolve the immunity issue, like, yesterday.
Put aside that trying to rush a case against a political candidate through the courts to affect an election is improper -- it's self-defeating if your goal is to convince the Supreme Court that prosecutors are apolitical. One of the Garland Justice Department's key arguments against the need for presidential immunity was that prosecutors can be trusted to use their power responsibly.
The effort to jam the Supreme Court with high-minded pleas of urgency seems to have backfired. Roberts raised his eyebrows at the lower-court rush: "Despite the unprecedented nature of this case, and the very significant constitutional questions that it raises, the lower courts rendered their decisions on a highly expedited basis." Again, by failing to treat the issue with seriousness and care, Garland's prosecutors invited this massive repudiation.
To the question of when presidents can be prosecuted for their acts in office, Roberts wrote ruefully, "Our Nation has never before needed an answer." If Garland had ignored political pressure and declined to bring this particular case against Trump, the nation would still not need an answer -- and that ambiguity would probably be for the best. At the very least, Trump's New York hush money conviction would not have been unexpectedly unsettled (because the trial might have included evidence of Trump's official acts).
Will this debacle prompt the lawfare mavens to start listening to anyone outside their cocoon of the righteous? Doubtful. Those who hate the Supreme Court's ruling will crusade against justices, and perhaps get some political mileage out of it.
But a savvy attorney general tries to advance his objectives within existing institutions. Garland took a big risk not only by bringing this case but also by letting his prosecutors present and argue it the way they did. Trump v. United States is his legacy, too.
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Supreme Court stakes are too high to continue with the Biden gamble
The risk of another Trump presidency appointing more justices, forces a reluctant conclusion.
By Ruth Marcus | 2024-07-03

Mateo Zavala, 14, protests for President Biden to drop out of the election outside the White House on Wednesday.  (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


"For all practical purposes, today's decision almost certainly means that there are virtually no limits on what the president can do," President Biden said Monday night of the Supreme Court's 6-3 ruling granting former presidents broad immunity from criminal prosecution.
He's right. And that raises the question: How should that grim assessment influence his decision about whether to remain in the race?
For Biden, the courts should be top of mind, in three ways:
First, during Donald Trump's first term, the court served as a generally reliable bulwark against an out-of-control president. No longer. The lesson of Trump v. United States is that the courts will not shield us. They are enablers of presidential overreach, not brakes on it.
Trump and his lawyers insisted that presidents couldn't function without the guarantee of immunity from prosecution after leaving office. The reality is that presidents functioned for more than two centuries with the understanding that the criminal law applied to their official acts and that they could be prosecuted after leaving office. The court's ruling to the contrary doesn't remove a chilling effect on responsible presidents; it enables rogue ones, like Trump.
Second, the ruling underscores the importance of who gets to wear the robes -- and who has the power to appoint them. Trump named 234 judges  out of the 890 authorized, including three justices who ruled in his favor Monday. Biden has named 201 --and, by the way, the Senate should make confirming pending nominees a priority.
As we have painfully learned over the past several years, it matters enormously who sits on the lower federal courts. Now more than ever, as the Supreme Court's decisions -- such as last week's one eliminating deference to federal agencies -- have increasingly shifted power to the judiciary.
A Trump presidency would reinforce and enhance that reality. On the Supreme Court, it would likely mean the retirements of Justices Clarence Thomas and Samuel A. Alito Jr. and their replacement by equally conservative but younger ideologues. That conservative majority would last for decades, well beyond Trump's second term. The damage that the current supermajority has inflicted would be entrenched and expanded.
I set out a likely -- and chilling -- shortlist of possible Trump appointees a few months back, but it bears repeating in light of the term's cataclysmic end and Biden's similarly cataclysmic debate performance.
It includes three judges from the ultraconservative U.S. Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit: James Ho, a former Thomas clerk; Andrew Oldham, who clerked for Alito; and Kyle Duncan, a target of student protests when he spoke at Stanford Law School. This is a court so conservative that it has been repeatedly slapped down by the Supreme Court, including in three out of 10 appeals from its rulings this term.
Others on the short list: Amul Thapar of the 6th Circuit, who wrote a book last year praising Thomas; Elizabeth Branch of the 11th Circuit, who joined Ho's boycott of hiring clerks from Yale Law School after student protests of conservative speakers there; Lawrence VanDyke, who has been a strident dissenter on the liberal-leaning 9th Circuit; and Patrick Bumatay, also of the 9th Circuit.
As I wrote earlier, "These are not your George W. Bush-era Republican nominees. For the most part, they would make Trump's first-term picks look mild by comparison."
Finally, Biden should take to heart the tragic lesson of Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, who rebuffed entreaties to retire when a Democratic president could have named her replacement and thereby prevented the current supermajority.
Ginsburg's self-centeredness is an indelible blot on her distinguished record. Biden needs to ask himself: Does he risk the same, except with even more dire consequences? Is that how he wants history to remember him?
Of course, to answer that question requires reaching a conclusion about whether Democrats' chances of retaining the White House -- more pointedly, of keeping Trump out of it -- are better or worse with Biden on the ticket.
This is not an easy choice -- though it may get slightly easier in the next several days, as additional polling emerges about the impact of Biden's debate performance and as Biden embarks on a cleanup tour, including an interview with ABC's George Stephanopoulos.
Democrats face two dangerous paths. Biden's road to reelection was already treacherous before the debate disaster. Yet the alternate path presents the enormous peril of a party riven by divisions over the choice to replace him and perhaps producing a nominee who also can't win in November. Perhaps, as I said, polling will help.
Absent more evidence, my reluctant conclusion is that Biden should step aside. Before the debate, I thought that the risks created by replacing him outweighed the potential benefit. Now that calculus has been reversed. Voters can't be expected to unsee what they witnessed or chalk it up to one bad night and move on.
And now the Supreme Court has enormously upped the ante of a second Trump term. "The president is now a king above the law," Biden said, quoting the dissenting justices.
His greatest service would be to do what is required to save us from King Trump.
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Only Jill Biden can save her husband's presidency -- and the country
The first lady is the president's closest confidante. This is her moment to step up.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-07-03

First lady Jill Biden speaks at a campaign rally in Raleigh, N.C., on June 28. (Matt Kelley/AP)


There could hardly be a less opportune moment for America's first lady to be gazing from the cover of Vogue, decked out in a $4,990 Ralph Lauren Collection silk tuxedo dress, accessorized with earrings that cost nearly as much. 
More jarring, at a time when so much is riding on the deliberations that are going on between Jill Biden and her husband, is the quote at the bottom of the photo: "We will decide our future."
The reaction has been scathing: Their future? Is this really all about them?
To be fair, that line on the cover, which also appeared in Vogue's fawning profile, was lifted from a stump speech about women's empowerment.
But the statement the first lady offered the magazine after President Biden's calamitous debate performance was no more reassuring. She insisted the president "will always do what's best for the country," even as she defiantly declared that he "will not let those 90 minutes define the four years he's been president. We will continue to fight."
What is best for the country is not for the Bidens to continue that battle, at least not in the way they have so far.
If the president chooses to stay in the race, he must be a very different kind of candidate -- and a very different kind of president. He must take off the protective shrink-wrap in which he has been enveloped and step out more from behind his teleprompter. Most of all, this moment calls for complete candor about whether this 81-year-old man is fit for another four years in the most grueling job on Earth.
No one knows the truth of his condition better than his wife, who is, by all accounts, his closest confidante. But the president's tendency to retreat into the counsel of his own family likely will not serve either him or the nation well. Nor will his palace guard's declaration that what the country saw last Thursday was no more than a "bad night."
Let us hope that the conversations between the couple are more honest than the cringeworthy, infantilizing performance that Jill Biden gave when they appeared onstage at a post-debate watch party. "Joe, you did such a great job!" Jill said. "You answered every question! You knew all the facts!" She needs to tamp down the reflexes with which she shoved a heckler off the stage at one of her husband's campaign events in 2020.
I admire Jill Biden and have long believed that the first lady is the White House's most undervalued and underutilized asset.
She is the first presidential spouse to insist upon continuing to pursue her own career while residing at the White House, teaching English at a community college after showing grit to get her doctorate in education at age 55. That position offers her a connection to the real world of people who struggle to get ahead in a way that few inside the rarefied atmosphere of 1600 Pennsylvania Ave. can understand. She has also taken on the causes of military families, including the spouses who are frustrated by their limited career options in a life that requires uprooting every few years.
Then there is the personal backstory of how she rescued a family -- a father and two little boys -- that had been shattered by the loss of a wife and mother, a baby daughter and sister.
"I never imagined, at the age of 26, I would be asking myself: How do you make a broken family whole?" she recounted in her speech to the virtual Democratic National Convention in 2020. "Still, Joe always told the boys, 'Mommy sent Jill to us,' and how could I argue with her? And so we figured it out together."
If what the president and his wife determine together now is that he should stay in the race, Jill Biden must step up to ensure that he can perform at his highest capacity, whatever that is. Even as he faces demands to appear more often in unscripted settings, she must fight the schedulers and political hands who will also argue that the president be everywhere at once. She must make sure he gets rest when he needs it. She must assume a Nancy Reagan-esque role as the in-house enforcer.
And if they decide the time has come to call an end to his half-century of public service, Jill Biden will be called upon, once again, to show strength and resilience to help bring him, his party and the nation through the turbulence that lies ahead.
Yes, "first lady" is a title that comes with no job description. Each has had to figure it out on her own. But few have had quite the moment of testing that faces Jill Biden now. And that line on Vogue's cover is right. The Bidens will indeed decide their future -- and the rest of ours as well.
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How can Biden recover from the debate? I answered your questions.
Read the transcript to this Q&A, and sign up for Jennifer Rubin's newsletters.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-07-03
Jennifer Rubin's live chat occurs every other Wednesday. On Wednesdays when there is no chat, Washington Post subscribers will be able to submit their questions for Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up here to receive questions and answers, plus special features and a Friday newsletter, directly to your inbox. Read the transcript below.
Read Jennifer Rubin's columns and past live chats.
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D.C.-area forecast: Heat builds while storms may produce their own fireworks
Heat indexes could top 100 degrees this afternoon.
By David Streit | 2024-07-04

Colorful dawn sky on Wednesday over the Potomac River and Memorial Bridge. (Jeannie in D.C.)


* Heat advisory from noon to 8 p.m. Thursday and Friday *
A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
4/10: Heat is in the works and a stormy pattern lurks; hopefully not timed to disrupt fireworks.
Happy Fourth of July! After several pleasant days, heat and humidity make a strong return today and last into the weekend. The steamy air could fuel showers and storms, especially in the late afternoon and evening, each of the next three days. The hope is that the showers pass through before fireworks on the National Mall tonight, but rain gear would be a good idea. A weak cool front brings meager relief Sunday.
Today (Independence Day): Breezes from the southwest encourage humidity to come flooding back into the area (dew points climb into the low 70s). Highs mostly in the low 90s feel closer to 100 or even 105 factoring in the mugginess. Be sure to hydrate and take breaks if spending long times outside.

Capital Weather Gang Storm level threat 1 (The Washington POst)


Clouds bubble up in the afternoon and a band of showers and storms is likely to push through the area between midafternoon and evening. Storms could produce dangerous lightning, heavy downpours and some strong wind gusts. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Right now it looks like the bulk of the showers and storms should be moving east right around dusk, so post sunset fireworks displays should be possible in most areas. Winds are too light to move the smoke much and it will be steamy with temperatures in the 80s. Overnight lows range from upper 60s to mid-70s. Confidence: Medium-High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...
Tomorrow (Friday): Clouds are still around from yesterday's storms but the sun should still break through and push highs mainly into the low-to-mid 90s; high humidity will make it feel about 10 degrees hotter. This should destabilize the atmosphere enough to set off more showers and storms mainly in the late afternoon. Winds are minimal except in storms. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: The shower and storm threat lingers through the evening but should taper off after midnight. The night is a steamy one with lows ranging through the 70s. Confidence: Medium-High
Clouds diminish Saturday morning but rebuild in the afternoon as a cool front to the north gets a gentle nudge our way. This will set off another round of scattered afternoon showers and storms that could linger well into the night. It remains uncomfortably hot and humid with highs in the upper 80s to lower 90s and lows in the upper 60s to mid-70s. Confidence: Medium-High
Hopefully the cool front will have enough momentum to push a little drier air into the area on Sunday. The expectation is for highs to still reach the upper 80s to lower 90s. While a stray storm can't be ruled out, the bulk of the activity should focus to our east and south. Overnight lows slip to the mid-60s to lower 70s. Confidence: Medium
Monday should still be only moderately humid with highs again in the upper 80s to lower 90s under fairly sunny skies for a tolerable start to the new week. Confidence: Medium
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Montgomery County inspector general saw surge in complaints about school system
The Montgomery County inspector general received 185 complaints related to the county's school system in the most recent fiscal year, an increase from 22 in the previous year.
By Nicole Asbury | 2024-07-04

(Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post) 


Montgomery County's inspector general fielded a surge in complaints in the past year about Maryland's largest school system as the district has faced increased scrutiny of its handling of reports about conduct.
The county inspector general received 185 complaints from July 1, 2023, to June 30 of this year about the school system, compared with 22 from the year before, according to data provided by the office this week. The office did not provide more context about the nature of the complaints, though it has released reports this year concerning the school system's use of funds, allegations of misconduct and a department's handling of employees' complaints.
Many of the complaints -- 81 in total -- were referred back to Montgomery County Public Schools for further action with the complainant's consent, the office said.
David Stein, president of the Montgomery County Education Association, a union that represents teachers, said the data shows "that teachers have lost trust with the school district and are looking to go elsewhere to give their complaints."
"I think it shows what the new superintendent needs to do -- that there's a trust deficit he needs to address immediately," Stein continued. "And we trust that he'll be able to do that if he's open and transparent and willing to work with us."
The Montgomery school system faced increased scrutiny by the county inspector general in recent months after an August investigation in The Washington Post found that a middle school principal was promoted despite being the subject of at least 18 complaints of workplace bullying, harassment and retaliation since 2016. The county watchdog scrutinized the school system's Department of Compliance and Investigations -- a unit that handles employees' complaints of misconduct -- which found that complaints were kept in a "chaotic condition." The office proffered several changes to the district's policies and protocols around investigations, promotions and employee conduct.
The school system has pledged to follow those recommendations and gives updates on its website.
Asked about the increase in complaints and how the district handles referrals from the inspector general, a Montgomery schools spokeswoman referred to a presentation that school leadership gave to the county council in June about its corrective plan.
Henry Johnson, the district's acting chief of staff, told council members at the time that more than 800 staff members had been trained on investigations, workplace bullying, sexual harassment, and the process of making reports. Staff in the Department of Compliance and Investigations will also receive training in September. The school system also said it will implement an updated policy about how to conduct investigations next school year.
Montgomery schools leaders also are providing updates to the county inspector general on the district's progress every 90 days. Megan Limarzi, the inspector general, told council members that her office does not assist in drafting policy changes.
"It's important that we maintain our independence and that we are able to come back and assess it," she said last month. "If we are a part of creating it, no one is going to believe that we are unbiased in our review."
Thomas Taylor, who started his term as the district's superintendent this week, previously said in an interview that he considers a lack of trust to be one of the school system's core issues.
"I think that that's probably the first step in terms of reestablishing what Montgomery County could be in the future -- is by focusing on addressing that trust issue," he said.
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D.C. lifts boil-water advisory, says water 'never deviated' from standards
The District and Arlington County had previously advised residents to boil their water because of clarity issues caused by algae blooms in the Potomac River.
By Lauren Lumpkin, Andrew Jeong, Katie Shepherd | 2024-07-04

(Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


Officials instructed residents of D.C. and Arlington to boil their water before drinking it late Wednesday night, spurring a brief run on bottled water at area grocery stores before tap water was deemed safe early Thursday morning.
In a news release Thursday morning, D.C. Water said it had confirmed water from an aqueduct believed to be at issue "never deviated from U.S. EPA established water quality standards," and residents could once again use tap water as normal. The utility had urged residents the night before to boil water for at least one minute before consuming it, and to throw out beverages or ice made after 9 p.m. -- the first citywide boil order it had issued in decades.
The warnings had been issued because of "elevated turbidity levels in water supply caused by increases in algae blooms in the Potomac River," the Army Corps of Engineers in Baltimore said. Turbidity -- a measurement of how cloudy or hazy water is -- has no health effects, but it can interfere with disinfection or indicate the presence of bacteria, viruses and parasites, according to D.C. Water. It can also affect the color, taste and smell of drinking water.
Boiling advisories are generally precautionary in nature and not unheard of. D.C. Water imposed at least two such advisories this year -- once in May and another in January -- but they affected fewer people.
The notice Wednesday had affected all customers in the District, the Pentagon, Arlington National Cemetery and Reagan National Airport, according to D.C. Water, which also sent warnings to residents via text messages. The last time D.C. issued a citywide advisory was July 4, 1996, when the wrong dose of aluminum oxide -- which weighs down sediment before it is cleaned out -- was used to treat the city's drinking water, said Mel Tesema, operations manager at Washington Aqueduct.
Arlington also issued a countywide boil-water alert because of the same issues at the Washington Aqueduct, saying customers may notice that their water looks cloudy or hazy. (Residents in the Willston Pressure Zone, a small section of the county that borders Fairfax County, were not subject to the advisory.)
In the half-hour after D.C. Water sent push alerts to residents' phones, dozens of people rushed to the Safeway on 14th Street SE on Capitol Hill. Cars whipped into parking spots, and people hurried inside to load carts with flats of water bottles before the store closed at midnight.
Hours before, the store's beverage aisles had been well stocked for the Fourth of July holiday. Within 20 minutes of the alert, the shelves had been cleared of gallon cartons of water, though plenty of 12- and 24-packs of 16.9 ounce bottles remained.
At the Safeway on Connecticut Avenue in northwest D.C. on Thursday morning, the parking lot was full by 7:30 a.m. The early shoppers were fortunate: There was still plenty of 24-pack and 36-pack bottles of water stacked in front of the store. But the stacks were disappearing quickly, and shoppers were also grabbing jugs of water and bags of ice.
About a half-hour later at the Safeway in Adams Morgan, 50-year-old Mount Pleasant resident Mike Crowley stood in the water aisle, perusing his options. He had woken up to see the alert on his phone about the boil-water order.
"We've had these before, and it's never really clear how long they're going to last," he said. "On a day like this where it's this hot, I would rather not be standing in my kitchen boiling water, so we're going to just load up on some and hopefully it's resolved quickly."
The Army Corps noticed the increase in algae, brought on by warm weather, on Wednesday and used extra measures to treat the water -- including "an aggressive rotation of washing our filters" and adding copper sulfate and sodium permanganate to the water to fight the blooms, said Col. Estee Pinchasin, commander of the Baltimore District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
At the same time, she said, officials ran tests to make sure they could meet supply, turbidity and safe drinking requirements.
Pinchasin said that officials knew there could be a point when they would have to issue a boil-water alert, and expected to make that decision around 2 a.m. But because they didn't want to issue an order in the wee morning hours, they ended up sending a precautionary alert shortly before 10:30 p.m.
"We wanted to make sure we were doing the absolute right thing, managing risk and just taking care of the public as best we could," Pinchasin said.
Lori Aratani, Jenny Gathright and Tamilore Oshikanlu contributed to this report.
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When veterans and their spouses die, he inscribes the words that describe them
Adam Johnson has been Quantico's dedicated inscriber for about three years and at other national cemeteries for five years before that. 
By Jonathan Edwards | 2024-07-04

Adam Johnson prepares a headstone at the National Memorial Cemetery at Quantico in Triangle, Va. (Michael A. McCoy for The Washington Post) 


Adam Johnson starts his morning driving through the National Memorial Cemetery at Quantico. He winds past thousands of gravestones, memorials to the men who fought on distant shores:
Europe.
Korea.
Vietnam.
Iraq.
Afghanistan.
There are graves of wives, too, and women who served in war. But mostly men.
The headstones are light gray in color, lined up in precisely spaced rows. Some list only the dates of birth and death and the deceased's military rank. Others say "Beloved husband" and "Always in our hearts" and "Love you bud."
Soon, Johnson arrives at a shed on the southern part of the 725-acre cemetery. He parks his car, lifts up the shed's door and opens a UPS package. Inside are personalized stencils that Pinter Memorials has sent from its headquarters in Florida.
It's hot outside. Weather experts predict record highs for the day.
Time to get to work.
Johnson started inscribing veterans' gravestones almost by accident. In 2016, he was working a factory job in Wytheville, Va., making brake parts for tractor trailers. His brother-in-law worked for Vets USA, a company that inscribed gravestones, and told Johnson he could make more money in such a job but would have to move to Michigan. So, he did.
In 2021, he left Vets USA to work for Pinter Memorials, which assigned him to work at what was then Quantico National Cemetery, and now, after a name change, is the National Memorial Cemetery at Quantico. Johnson has been its dedicated inscriber for about three years. At a clip of about 30 a day and 120 a week, he's finished thousands of gravestones for veterans and their family members.
His writing is what they and their descendants see when they visit their loved ones once or twice a year, perhaps more, perhaps less. It's important that the writing looks crisp, clean. Nothing should distract from the ritual of mourning.
"This is the way I serve," he says. "I do the best possible job that I can on every one of the stones because they deserve it."
Wearing a protective nylon suit, he uses a blaster that shoots sand at 150 pounds per square inch to inscribe into granite and marble veterans' names, ranks, service branches, wars they've served in, and their dates of birth and death.
He peels back the plastic on the back of the stencil and aligns it with the border of a gravestone for the gravestone's border. When he's satisfied, he presses his hand against the stencil and, in a wiping motion, pushes it against the granite. Then he grabs a metal roller and runs it over everything.
This headstone is for the wife of a private who served in World War II. She chose a Presbyterian cross, one of about 70 emblems available to top a gravestone.

Johnson uses a blaster as part of the process. (Michael A. McCoy for The Washington Post) 


"I get a lot of eagles, too, [and] doves," he says as he rolls.
When he's done, cemetery employees will haul the slabs across the grounds to install them at the veterans' graves.
At 2:52, Johnson emerges from the backroom for the last time and shuts off the air compressor. He's done with inscribing for the day and quickly escapes the blast suit. At 3:13, he starts using a razor scraper to peel off the stencils and finishes them off by using a hunk of rubber to rub off any remaining stencil glue.
"One of my favorite things about granite is how sharp the turn out is, how nice the lettering and everything looks," he says while scraping the stencil and glue off the headstone of a former Army private who served in World War II before becoming a "beloved husband, father, grandpa" and dying at the age of 97.
"There's never any chipping away or anything like that," Johnson adds. "It's always just pristine."
At 3:45, Johnson loads up a dolly with the first two stones, wheels them down a wooden ramp, wiggles them off and leans them against wooden pallets that have been placed on the side of a building. By 4:15, he's brought all of them out.
It's 4:48. Johnson scans the shed one last time, then trudges to the parking lot. On the way back through the cemetery, he passes the gravestones that he carved weeks, months and years ago.
He'll be back in his shed tomorrow. Dozens of blank granite gravestones will be waiting for him to turn them into final send-offs for veterans he never met in life but feels compelled to honor in death.
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Officials identify teen killed in crash following 30-mile police pursuit
A second teen who died has yet to be identified, and a 19-year-old who survived the crash has been charged.
By Jenny Gathright, Jasmine Hilton | 2024-07-04

The site of a crash in Southeast Washington that left two people dead and another hospitalized. It occurred after a police chase that began about 30 miles away in Maryland, authorities said. (Jenny Gathright/The Washington Post)


D.C. police have identified a teenager who died Tuesday afternoon in a fiery crash following a 30-mile police chase but say medical examiners are working to identify the second person killed in the collision.
Police said Wednesday that 17-year-old Dashawn Harris died at the scene after the BMW he was traveling in crested a hill in the 4100 block of Southern Avenue SE, crashed into a tree and caught fire.
A third teenager in the car, 19-year-old Demetri Koger, survived and was taken to a hospital for non-life-threatening injuries; D.C. police have charged him with being a fugitive from justice.
The crash was preceded by a lengthy police chase through multiple jurisdictions, starting near Annapolis and traveling through both Anne Arundel and Prince George's counties on their way into the District, where U.S. Park Police joined the pursuit. Anne Arundel County police said they initiated the chase because they suspected the car was connected to multiple armed robberies.
The aftermath of the fatal crash has left grieving relatives unsettled, questioning the length of the chase.
"Why are you chasing a car that's going that fast?" said Terrina Riley, who used to be in a relationship with Harris's father. Riley, 34, said she was a mother figure to Harris and rushed to the crash site Tuesday afternoon.
Harris had several siblings and two daughters of his own, she said. Koger, the teen arrested at the scene, is one of Harris's brothers, Riley said.
D.C. police said in a news release Wednesday that the BMW was traveling at a high speed when it lost control, veered right and mounted the curb. It struck a tree with such force that the vehicle split in half, with the front part rotating until it stopped against an iron fence.
At a news conference Tuesday, Anne Arundel County Police Chief Amal Awad issued a blanket defense of her officers' actions, citing the vehicle's alleged connection to multiple armed robberies and a policy that authorizes police to pursue vehicles involved in felonies and saying that she "fully support[s]" officers in the decisions they make about pursuits.
On Wednesday, Anne Arundel police spokesman Justin Mulcahy said the actions by that force's officers "were in full compliance with our policy" but declined to publicly share the department's pursuit policy "due to tactical operations and investigative techniques that are contained within the policy."
An Anne Arundel police spokesman said county police pursued the car into the District but then "became the secondary agency" and were not close to the car when it crashed.
U.S. Park Police referred questions about the investigation to D.C. police but pointed to the pursuit policy on their website, which has been in effect since 2018. According to the policy, Park Police are allowed to chase a vehicle when the suspect is wanted for a felony involving violence or the threat of violence, which includes crimes such as homicide, sexual assault and robbery. They are also allowed to chase vehicles if the suspect inside "is wanted for or has committed a felony and is in known possession of a firearm."
The policy also says that when Park Police are involved in pursuits, they must follow all federal or applicable state laws if they are more restrictive than the Park Police policy.
In D.C., the law -- which lawmakers relaxed in a bill they passed in March -- is more strict. It says officers can only engage in a vehicular pursuit if they have exhausted all other options. Officers must also believe a fleeing suspect has committed or attempted to commit a violent crime or poses imminent threat of serious harm to another person, according to the law. The law also only allows police to pursue a suspect if they believe it immediately necessary to protect another person from harm, and if they believe the chase is not likely to seriously injure anyone except the fleeing suspect.
A Park Police spokesman declined to answer questions about whether D.C.'s laws applied to its officers during the D.C. portion of the pursuit, writing in an email that "the evaluation of policy is part of the ongoing investigation."
Karl Bickel, a former Justice Department policy analyst on community-oriented policing, said based on the publicly available information, he believes the chase was unjustified because it put members of the public at risk.
"I just don't see where you can justify a chase like that, particularly that time of day, and for 30 miles," said Bickel, who is also a former second-in-command at the Frederick County Sheriff's Office and a former D.C. police officer. "The decision to pursue or not should be based on the danger it imposes to the public, not the seriousness of the offense."
Even if someone is a suspect in robberies, Bickel said, police could find other opportunities to capture them later to avoid endangering members of the public driving or walking in proximity of a pursuit.
Koger remains in surgery and is scheduled for an initial court appearance Thursday. He was charged last year in Prince George's County for having a loaded handgun in a vehicle and sentenced earlier this year to six months of home detention and two years of supervised probation, according to court records. Anne Arundel police have not charged Koger in connection with the robberies they allege were connected with the BMW.
"Detectives are still investigating to determine what incidents the suspects were connected to in Anne Arundel County," Mulcahy said in an email.
An attorney was not listed for Koger in D.C., and his listed attorney in the Prince George's County case declined to comment on the gun charges.
As she stood at the scene Tuesday, Riley said life was sometimes hard for Harris. But she recalled how he liked to make arts and crafts as a child and remembered with a chuckle how much he hated potty training. She will remember him as a whip-smart kid who remembered random facts he learned in school, such as the circumferences of different planets.
"He's going to be missed," Riley said.
Keith L. Alexander contributed to this report.
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PM Update: Heat advisory, late-day storm risk for Fourth of July
It could feel as hot as 100 to 105 Thursday.
By Ian Livingston | 2024-07-03

Tuesday evening at the Wharf. (Brian Paeth/Flickr) 


4:40 p.m. -- Heat advisory issued for Interstate 95 corridor from noon to 8 p.m. Thursday
Because the combination of heat and humidity will make it feel as hot as 100 to 105 degrees on Thursday afternoon, the National Weather Service has issued a heat advisory for counties along the Interstate 95 corridor, as well as the District.
"The combination of air temperatures in the 90s and high humidity will result in the potential for increased heat-related illnesses, especially those partaking in outdoor Independence Day activities," the Weather Service cautioned.
Be sure to hydrate and take breaks if spending long periods outside.

Area under heat advisory Thursday. (NWS) 


Original article from 3:30 p.m.
We're turning the corner back to typical Mid-Atlantic summertime weather. It comes just in time to brew up an uncomfortable Independence Day. Highs that were closer to normal Wednesday will turn quite hot the next few days. If that's not enough to set the mood, high humidity and a chance of afternoon to evening storms tag along, too.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through Tonight: Partly cloudy conditions last through the night. A south wind blowing around 10 mph is also pumping in higher moisture. Lows should settle to a 70 to 75 zone most spots.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Independence Day): Plan on plenty of morning sun with bubbling clouds into the midday. By noon, temperatures will probably be approaching 90 degrees. Highs should reach the mid-90s in the immediate area, with a regional range of low to mid-90s likely. Dew points -- a measure of humidity -- rising to and past 70 -- make it feel more like 100 or above during peak heating.
Scattered storms are set to develop in the afternoon, perhaps lasting into evening. A few could be intense, with brief heavy rain and isolated flooding, plentiful lightning and pockets of damaging wind gusts.
You'll want to keep in mind that you may need to get inside, but odds currently favor diminished rain chances by fireworks time. It should remain soupy, though.

Thursday forecast from the Weather Service. (Ian Livingston)


See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram. For related traffic news, check out Gridlock.
Want our 5 a.m. forecast delivered to your email inbox? Subscribe here.
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Virginia House, Senate reach deal on military tuition benefits
Both chambers will return to Richmond to vote on legislation that will fully repeal restrictions on the Virginia Military Survivors and Dependents Program.
By Laura Vozzella | 2024-07-03

The Virginia Capitol in Richmond. (Steve Helber/AP)


RICHMOND -- Virginia's House and Senate will reconvene later this month after striking a deal to repeal new limits on a costly college tuition program for military families, defusing an issue that had inflamed veterans' groups in an important election year.
Both chambers will return to Richmond on July 18 to vote on legislation that will fully repeal restrictions that were meant to rein in the soaring costs of the Virginia Military Survivors and Dependents Program. Identical House and Senate bills also will provide $45 million a year for the next two years -- on top of $20 million a year already in the two-year budget -- to cover the cost, lifting that burden from the universities and from other students, who had some of the expense passed on to them.
In reaching that deal, the Senate dropped recent demands that the limits be reinstated after a year and that students maintain a D average in their major to remain eligible.
The breakthrough came Tuesday, one day after the Senate reconvened to consider lifting the restrictions but walked away empty-handed for the second time in two weeks. Following that disappointment, Democrats publicly sparred with each other and Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) over the impasse in the hours before they struck the deal.
"A full, clean repeal with additional financial support for the VMSDEP program, unencumbered by any other provisions, is great news for our military heroes, first responders, and their families," Youngkin posted on X after the deal became public Tuesday.
On Wednesday, Youngkin announced that the presidents of every state college and university had assured him that no student will be adversely affected by the restrictions before their anticipated repeal.
Senate Finance and Appropriations Committee Chairwoman L. Louise Lucas (D-Portsmouth) said the terms were agreeable to her given that the state's Joint Legislative and Audit Review Commission has already begun to review the program and make recommendations by Sept. 1. She also noted that a separate work group on the program "will provide us with the answers we need to ensure this program will be sustainable long-term to serve veterans and their families."
"Making education affordable for all students is a priority for us all," Lucas, who will carry the bill in the Senate, said in a statement.
Del. Luke E. Torian (D-Prince William), chairman of the House Appropriations Committee, will carry the bill in the lower chamber.
"This agreement ensures that there is a full repeal of the changes adopted in May to the VMSDEP and related tuition waivers and provides financial certainty for military families attending college as I had hoped for," Torian said.
The program was created in 1930 to aid the families of World War I veterans and has been expanded over the years to include out-of-state residents, graduate students and relatives of service members with non-combat-related injuries. The price tag has risen sharply in recent years, from $12 million in 2019 to more than $65 million last year. Universities have borne the cost or passed it onto other students.
The restrictions, which took effect Monday with the start of the state's fiscal year, limit eligibility to Virginia residents pursuing undergraduate degrees. They also require participants to tap federal aid, such as Pell Grants, before accessing the state program. Students already in the program were grandfathered in, as was anyone who applied to college before May 15.
Tucked in the state budget that won bipartisan support from the House, Senate and Youngkin in May, the restrictions were meant to address the program's rising costs. Fierce pushback from families followed, and Youngkin and legislators quickly pledged to come up with a fix
Tensions rose Tuesday, as Youngkin claimed in a Channel 8 TV interview that Democrats had sneaked new limits on the program into the state budget without his knowledge.
"We had struck a deal that they were going to send me a clean budget," Youngkin said on TV. "And then they tucked in some of this language at the last minute."
In fact, Senate Majority Leader Scott A. Surovell (D-Fairfax) and House Speaker Don L. Scott Jr. (D-Portsmouth) noted, the plan to curb the swelling costs had originated with Youngkin's office.
"I think Governor Youngkin and the Republicans in the legislature have done an excellent job of gaslighting the public as to who's actually to blame for this," Surovell said. "They ought to take a long, hard look in the mirror."
Scott said he was "disappointed" in Youngkin for making the claim. Youngkin knew exactly where things stood, Scott said, pointing out that the governor acknowledged the issue in the state Capitol hallway as he spoke with military family advocates on his way in to signing the budget.
"I was standing right there, I was a witness," Scott said, referring to an interaction that was recorded on video and posted to X. "I wish and I hope he would stop seeing this as a political opportunity when it's so important that we take care of these heroes and their families. ... It's cynical and beneath the governor to try to do this."
Youngkin's office did not respond to a request for comment on the Democrats' criticism.
Also Tuesday, Lucas lashed out on X at Missy Cotter Smasal -- the Democrats' nominee in the competitive 2nd Congressional District -- because the candidate had tweeted praise for the House's proposed fix Monday.
"How dare you attack me for trying to find a long term, sustainable solution to an issue that you KNOW that I care so deeply about," Lucas responded in a post that warned Smasal to "stay the hell [out] of my and Don's business."
Smasal, who hopes to unseat fellow Navy veteran Rep. Jen Kiggans (R) in the Virginia Beach-area seat, made no mention of Lucas or the Senate in her post. Her campaign did not respond to a request for comment on Lucas's criticism.
Lucas said Tuesday that she was upset with Smasal for appearing to pick sides in the House-Senate battle. She said she also was upset because Smasal did not show up as expected for a Democratic event in Chesapeake on Friday -- hours before former president Donald Trump held a rally there, and one day after President Biden's widely panned debate performance.
Smasal's campaign did not publicly explain her absence at the time and a state Democratic Party spokeswoman said the morning of the event that she had had no communication with the Smasal campaign about her absence.
On Tuesday, Smasal's campaign said she had told organizers she had an earlier event on Friday, and when the time for the veterans news conference changed, Smasal was no longer able to attend.
"Missy could not attend the Veterans Against Trump event on Friday because of a scheduling conflict," campaign manager Brenna Crombie said.
Lucas chastised Smasal on X for "walking out on Joe Biden."
"For me personally, I'm going to ride or die with Joe Biden. I don't care if they have to roll him in on a wheelchair with oxygen tanks on him. Better him in any condition than the tyrant Trump," Lucas told The Washington Post on Tuesday. "I'm not going to fight against anybody who's the nominee, but if they do something I don't like, I'm going to let them know."
Gregory S. Schneider contributed to this report.
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How to know if your summer swimming spot is safe from E. coli 
Swimming in natural waters is never completely risk-free, so state and local environmental agencies in the D.C. area keep an eye on beaches, lakes and rivers.
By Jenna Portnoy | 2024-07-03

People fish off a dock in Navy Yard into the Anacostia River last month. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


There's nothing better on a hot and humid day than wading into a lake or river to cool off, but recent E. coli outbreaks raise questions about water safety.
Swimming in natural waters is never completely risk-free, so state and local environmental agencies monitor beaches, lakes and rivers and routinely publish test results.
Two dozen people got sick with E. coli infections last month after swimming at Lake Anna in Virginia, and the Anacostia Riverkeeper on Saturday postponed again the first sanctioned swim in the river in a half-century because of elevated E. coli levels.
Here's a guide to what governments are doing to monitor water quality for safe swimming.
E. coli, or Escherichia coli, bacteria are used as indicators of recreational water quality because they are easy to detect and commonly found in animal and human waste. Most strains are harmless, but some can cause infections that make people sick with stomach cramps, vomiting, fever, chills and diarrhea that is often watery or bloody.
This happens when someone ingests food or water contaminated with a small, often invisible, amount of animal or human feces, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
Children may develop a severe complication of an E. coli infection known as hemolytic uremic syndrome, or HUS, which can cause kidney failure, according to a website on the Virginia outbreak.
In Maryland, local health departments determine where, when and how often water samples are collected at beaches. But this usually means samples are taken as often as weekly or as infrequently as monthly, depending on how much use they get and the potential risk of infection.
Samples are sent to the Maryland Department of Health lab for analysis. When samples exceed fecal bacteria standards, the results are reported to local health departments, which warn the public there is an elevated risk that swimmers may get sick.
The D.C. Department of Energy and Environment tests for E. coli at 30 locations in the Potomac and Anacostia rivers, Rock Creek, and their tributary streams at least monthly throughout the year and weekly between May and September. These three main water bodies have routinely fallen below water quality standards established to protect humans, fish and wildlife, according to the agency.
E. coli is measured in terms of MPN (or most probable number) of bacteria cells per 100 milliliters, and states set thresholds based on Environmental Protection Agency standards.
In D.C., for example, the safe level of E. coli for short-term exposure to the water is 410 MPN per 100 mL. The standard for a water body to be considered "swimmable" over the long-term is an average of 126 MPN per 100 mL over a 30-day period.
But Shanna Miko, an epidemiologist in the waterborne disease prevention branch at the CDC, said the real question swimmers should be asking is whether fecal matter from humans or animals is likely to be present.
Pools and splashpads, if treated properly, should be safe, Miko said, but natural waters used for recreation can have varying levels of bacteria. Unlike a substance such as salt that would evenly dissolve in bathwater, bacteria are living things that differ depending on where a sample is taken, she said.
"All organisms pee and poop, and sometimes it can happen in water. It's not surprising to expect in a freshwater body at times," she said.
In Maryland, local health departments conduct testing of waters off beaches and lakes. Results are posted at the "Check My Beach" tab on the state Department of the Environment website.
D.C. water quality data is available from the city's Water Quality Dashboard. Volunteer water quality data is also available online.
In Virginia, the Department of Environmental Quality's monitoring data are available to the public through its portal. The agency's annual monitoring plan includes an interaction map of sampling stations.
D.C. officials note that bacteria levels do increase as temperatures rise. But the biggest influence on bacteria levels in natural waters is rainfall, which flushes pollution, including E. coli, into rivers and streams.
"We don't fully understand the impact climate change will have on local water quality. Climate change could potentially cause more intense storms, which would generate more stormwater runoff and associated pollution," a statement from the city's water quality team says.
Maryland officials, however, note that warmer waters can affect the prevalence of another bacteria, Vibrio, which occur naturally in brackish water such as the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries and in salt water. Vibrio infections are relatively rare in Maryland and nationwide, but they can be serious.
Not according to D.C. environmental experts. Sources of E. coli include wildlife and sanitary sewage, and these can vary by time of year and with the weather.
With the recent completion of the Anacostia Tunnel portion of the Clean Rivers Project, city officials expect E. coli levels to improve, especially following heavy rains that have historically caused overflows from the city's combined sewer.
Water quality can deteriorate due to pollution from runoff after storm events, trash, debris or sewage, the Maryland Department of the Environment says. Sewage sources include bypasses from sewage pumping stations, combined stormwater sewers and sewage spills.
Poor water quality at beaches could also be caused by failing septic systems, boat waste discharges, and waste from pets, wildlife and farm animals that may run off into the waters after storms.
Local health departments offer these tips for people who are visiting natural water sites:
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The Caps still have issues -- but they just got a lot more interesting
GM Brian MacLellan got busy and, in a matter of days, checked item after item off his list of offseason needs.
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-07-04

Capitals GM Brian MacLellan has reason to smile after a whirlwind of an offseason that addressed the team's needs. (Jess Rapfogel for The Washington Post) 


Wait, can this be true? The Washington Nationals just called up their most promising minor league player, the outfielder Baseball America just called the top prospect in the entire sport. The Washington Wizards just took an exceptionally long and intriguing Frenchman with the second pick in the NBA draft. The Washington Commanders open training camp this month with the second pick in the NFL draft, a player who happens to be a Heisman Trophy-winning quarterback.
And the most interesting team in town is ... the Capitals?
It's Independence Day weekend. Hockey shouldn't be on the brain. And yet here it is. In the past two weeks, Capitals General Manager Brian MacLellan added ... well, wait, he added too much to list in a tight space. We'll get to the specifics, which are many.
To put it succinctly, answer this: If MacLellan and his front-office staff had a list of priorities this offseason -- and they did -- how many did they address?
"We hit them all," MacLellan said Wednesday.
He is not a boastful person. But he is nothing if not plain-spoken. So go down the list.
A young center with high upside who can fill the role Evgeny Kuznetsov refused to play as he wore out his welcome with the only franchise he had ever known? Check. Welcome to town, Pierre-Luc Dubois.
Another 20-something who could center the third line -- or move up in the lineup -- and costs just a second-round pick in next year's draft? Yes, Andrew Mangiapane, you grew up in Ontario and have played your whole career in Calgary, but you should familiarize yourself with the American capital.
An offensive-minded defenseman who can play heavy minutes and take some of the burden from overworked stalwart John Carlson? Check. Let us show you around, Jakob Chychrun.
Another defenseman who can play on the top two pairings but is more defensive-minded, someone who could help on the penalty kill? Check. Your locker is over here, Matt Roy.
That would be plenty.
"Normally, you don't hit everything," MacLellan said.
Yeah, but while you're asking -- howsabout a young, cheap goaltender who provides an option should incumbent Charlie Lindgren fail to duplicate his (unexpectedly) spectacular 2023-24? Sure. Logan Thompson, you make just $766,000 next season even though you started more than half of Vegas's games? Come aboard for a pair of third-round draft picks.
Throw in a few more minor signings -- probable fourth liners Brandon Duhaime and Taylor Raddysh -- and the accounting of the Capitals' absolutely dizzying offseason works like this: seven new players -- more than a third of a game day roster -- for Coach Spencer Carbery's lineup. The cost: goalie Darcy Kuemper, who had lost his job to Lindgren anyway; defenseman Nick Jensen; one second-round draft pick and three thirds. Oh, but before you lament the loss of the picks, the Caps got a second-rounder back for fourth-liner Beck Malenstyn.
Oh, and two long-term deals. Roy arrived as a free agent and must be part of a new core that will be developing on the fly. He's signed through 2029-30 at $5.75 million per season. Dubois, who came from the Los Angeles Kings in a swap for Kuemper, is signed through 2030-31 at a hefty $8.5 million per year. Those are the kind of deals that have to work out for this offseason, years from now, to be deemed a success.
Think about how all this happened: At the past two trade deadlines, MacLellan looked at his middling roster and decided to sell. In return, he got draft picks. "Currency," he called it. One of those picks, acquired for center Lars Eller, turned into Mangiapane. Another, acquired for defenseman Joel Edmundson, was used in the package to land Thompson.
And now, with some expensive contracts coming off the books, the franchise is poised to make pitches to marquee free agents in summers to come.
"We have a good organization," MacLellan said. "We've got good young guys. We've got more good young guys coming. We're going to get better."
Somehow, without bottoming out, the Capitals got younger, deeper, faster -- better. The oldest player they added was Roy, who is 29. The others: Dubois, Chychrun and Raddysh are 26, Thompson and Duhaime 27, Mangiapane 28.
The coming two seasons were always going to kind of touchy for the Capitals. They want and need Alex Ovechkin, the most important player in franchise history, to break Wayne Gretzky's record for goals. (He needs 41 to tie Gretzky at 894, 42 to get to 895. He's under contract for two more seasons, so he needs to average 21 goals through 2025-26. He has never scored fewer than 31 in a full 82-game season. He can get there.)
But the idea isn't to drag Ovechkin across the finish line. It's to do so with a competitive, playoff-caliber team that isn't a shell of itself once Ovi retires. Last year's Caps pushed themselves into the playoffs by winning their 82nd game -- and then were swept out by the faster, deeper, better New York Rangers. These Caps could be better positioned when spring arrives.
There is still some unsettled business. MacLellan said Nicklas Backstrom, a forever Capital, will start the season on long-term injured reserve as he continues to evaluate whether he can ever come back from his chronic hip issues. The fate of right wing T.J. Oshie, another Stanley Cup champ from the 2018 team, is unknown, though it's certainly possible Oshie's debilitating back issues leave him alongside Backstrom on LTIR. No one's rooting for that. But it would free up the $5.75 million Oshie would count against the salary cap this winter.
And yet, for the Washington hockey team's general manager to draw a full bank of television cameras and notebooks in July? Didn't James Wood just debut at Nationals Park? Isn't Wizards center of the future Alex Sarr about to play in the NBA's summer league? Doesn't Jayden Daniels, that Heisman winner from LSU, get workouts going in Ashburn soon?
Yes, yes and yes. Yet those cameras and notebooks showed up for MacLellan on Wednesday. Reminder: This isn't Toronto.
Exhale a bit. How do you feel, Mac?
"Tired," he said. "You get through the season, and you're worn out, and then it's like, 'Oh, now it's my turn.'"
He took his turn and skated away with it. The Capitals haven't had an offseason this eventful since they won the Stanley Cup. That was six long years ago. Summer is just really hitting full stride. But where's the calendar? Oh, right here. Circle Oct. 12, because the New Jersey Devils come to Capital One Arena to open a season that, over the past two weeks, got a heck of a lot more interesting.
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In a matter of days, the Capitals have transformed themselves
Washington General Manager Brian MacLellan said he planned to be aggressive this offseason, and he has been.
By Bailey Johnson | 2024-07-03

"Pretty excited about it. Our group did a good job," Brian MacLellan said. "I think we had a good draft, good free agency and a couple good trades." (Bruce Bennett/Getty Images) 


In the past two weeks, the Washington Capitals have turned over nearly one-third of their roster.
Out the door went goaltender Darcy Kuemper, defenseman Nick Jensen, forward Beck Malenstyn, a handful of draft picks -- one second-round pick and three third-rounders -- and free agent forwards Max Pacioretty and Nicolas Aube-Kubel, whom the Capitals never planned to re-sign. In came forwards Pierre-Luc Dubois, Andrew Mangiapane, Brandon Duhaime and Taylor Raddysh, goaltender Logan Thompson and defensemen Jakob Chychrun and Matt Roy.
General Manager Brian MacLellan said he planned to be aggressive this offseason, and he has been.
"Pretty excited about it. Our group did a good job," MacLellan said Wednesday. "We had a good draft, good free agency and a couple good trades. We're excited to start the season. ... We added some size, some speed, some youth, and solidified some depth throughout the lineup: forward, defense, goaltending."
Chychrun and Roy were the headline moves Monday, the opening day of free agency, as the Capitals reshaped their defense. Washington traded Jensen and a third-round pick to the Ottawa Senators for Chychrun, who is in the final year of a contract paying him $4.6 million per season, and signed Roy as a free agent to a six-year, $34.5 million deal.
"The Chychrun thing -- the offense, the shot, the ability to jump in the play -- and then Roy is stabilizing," MacLellan said. "And I think [Roy] has a little more offense, too, in his game, where he can jump into plays. He's a good skater. So, the group skill set now seems to fit better now than it did before."
The Capitals had been interested in Chychrun previously; his name regularly popped up in trade rumors before he was sent to the Senators by the Arizona Coyotes in March 2023. The time was right this offseason to get the deal done, and while Chychrun was surprised at first, he quickly found joy in the move.
"This situation was a little bit different in the sense that I was just trying to live my life, be present," Chychrun said, contrasting this move with his previous trade. "I got engaged this summer -- just trying to be with loved ones, with family, do my best to prepare myself. Getting ready for the season and just kind of let the chips fall where they need to, where they're supposed to. And I think that's exactly what happened."
Roy and Chychrun expressed their excitement about the moves the Capitals made over the past several weeks -- and it was particularly exciting for Roy, who was enticed to sign with Washington in part because of the flurry of activity.
"Every player wants to win. You want to go to a winning team," Roy said. "That was part of my mind-set coming in. I thought Washington was checking all the boxes and making some good moves toward that."
Although the Capitals sneaked into the playoffs last season, it was no secret to anyone in the organization that they would need to add talent to the roster if they wanted to remain competitive.
MacLellan has used the phrase "threading a needle" to describe what he's trying to do to retool the roster and stay competitive while not sacrificing the future in the process. So far this offseason, he has found a way to do just that.
Duhaime and Raddysh will bolster the fourth line at a low cost, Chychrun and Roy upgrade the defense, Mangiapane is motivated after a down year last season, and Dubois is a potential home run swing. The Dubois trade, MacLellan said, received a thumbs-up emoji from captain Alex Ovechkin.
"We're better," MacLellan said. "I just think it's a better-slotted team. It should be better offensively. We'll find that out later. It's overall just a deeper, better-structured team than it was last year."
The moves MacLellan made aren't without risk -- the trade for Dubois, who has a complicated past and has yet to consistently put it all together, is the most notable example -- but they're risks the Capitals have to take at this point in their core's life cycle.
"We've been trying to take risks," MacLellan said. "Looking for upside in players. Trying to find players that we think we can create an environment where they're more successful. That's been our philosophy -- versus let's just tank it and go down and try and win the lottery, which is a painful approach. ... We are taking a lot of risks."
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We forget how good Klay Thompson was. He can't.
By leaving Golden State, Klay Thompson regained control, even if it interrupted one of the NBA's most original creations.
By Jerry Brewer | 2024-07-04

Klay Thompson, a foundational member of the Warriors' dynasty, is leaving Golden State after 13 seasons. (Ryan Sun/AP)


In the end, Klay Thompson wanted to be in control again. It's hard to blame him. He had been forced to play defense for the past five years, recovering from major injuries, adjusting to a repaired body and a revised team, dealing with regression and drama and uncertainty.
He had devolved from a star whom Steve Kerr, the Golden State Warriors' coach, often hailed as "no maintenance" to an anxious and confused veteran who needed regular affirmation. As he strove to recapture his greatness -- or, better yet, find peace with a revamped identity -- he yearned for one more commitment from the Warriors, something he felt he deserved after 13 seasons, five all-star appearances and four championships. He wanted a fourth contract from the team that drafted him No. 11 overall in 2011, a chance to live out the evaporating years of a dynasty with Stephen Curry and Draymond Green. But for as much as Thompson, Curry, Green and Kerr hoped their run could end on the court, business interrupted their dream.
Thompson is gone now, off to Dallas to wear a different NBA uniform for the first time. After two awkward years of tepid negotiations with the Warriors, he took command in free agency and concluded a period of misunderstandings and hurt feelings by walking away. To complete an era of good shooting and better vibes, the former no-maintenance star slammed the door shut on one of the greatest and most original teams in NBA history.
The Splash Brothers duo is no more. The last vestiges of the league's superteam era have vanished. That period actually yielded to parity during Game 6 of the 2019 NBA Finals, when Thompson tore the ACL in his left knee one game after Kevin Durant ruptured his right Achilles' tendon. The NBA, which hasn't crowned a repeat champion since the Warriors swept the Cleveland Cavaliers in 2018, is much different now. With a new collective bargaining agreement that targets big-spending teams with more vigor than ever, it is legislated to remain that way.
Five years ago, it would have been farcical to predict Thompson's tenure ending like this. Two years ago, when Golden State claimed the fourth title of its dynasty, he seemed on the other side of surgeries to his left knee and right Achilles' tendon that cost him two prime seasons. Just a year ago, he led the NBA with 301 three-pointers.
But despite the ambitions and big talk of Golden State majority owner Joe Lacob, financial prudence hindered the Warriors' ability to remain as we have known them. The front office slow-played a Thompson extension, trying to sequence every contract in a sensible manner. Given the onerous restrictions of the NBA's new two-apron tax system -- one that adds layers of complications for high-payroll teams trying to improve -- it was impossible for the Warriors to reward every deserving player. Someone was bound to get offended amid the delicate process. Stunningly, it wound up being Thompson, one of the great complementary stars the league has known.
Ego and entitlement got the best of the Warriors, who had established a regenerative kind of excellence over the past decade. Their joyful nature, once a defining characteristic, fractured when Green punched Jordan Poole before the 2022-23 season. Since then, they have gone 90-74 with one second-round exit and one loss in the play-in tournament. Poole, who signed a four-year, $140 million contract before the Green incident, had an understandably poor final season in Golden State. He was traded to the Washington Wizards last offseason. Andrew Wiggins, who signed a $109 million contract extension after the title, hasn't been the same and is now on the trade block. Despite many acts of disruptive behavior, the Warriors rewarded Green with a $100 million extension a year ago.
Once a team-building standard, the Warriors have struggled with asset management, talent evaluation and player development. They sustained a high level longer than most do in professional sports, but every mistake started to add up. They paid an estimated $177 million in luxury tax penalties this past season. Add it to their payroll, and the team cost about $384 million. The Warriors went 46-36.
Thompson, already frustrated with having to wait in line, recorded the most disappointing season of his career. He still averaged 17.9 points and shot 38.7 percent on three-pointers. They are good numbers for a 34-year-old role player, but Thompson would never be comfortable with that label -- not in Golden State. He's a foundational member of an all-time team. His No. 11 jersey will hang in the rafters. He might even be worthy of a statue. He couldn't accept a diminished reputation, especially without his value being recognized with another hefty contract. So fearful of overpaying Thompson, the Warriors wanted to understand his market before putting an offer on the table that both sides could stomach.

Thompson averaged 17.9 points and shot 38.7 percent on three-pointers last season. (Ezra Shaw/Getty Images)


Thompson needed assurances. He needed to feel valued again after all the physical and mental strain he endured. The Warriors probably wanted some credit for giving him a $190 million contract weeks after he tore his ACL in 2019. In the 21/2 seasons Thompson missed, the franchise paid him about $85 million to rehab. But in their failure to communicate, both parties failed to give each other grace. When free agency began, Thompson wanted to choose, not compromise. It made the Mavericks, a rising team looking at him with fresh eyes, an attractive suitor.
I always thought Green would be the core member to depart. But when he backed the franchise into a corner with his anger and foolishness, Golden State stuck with him, partly because the Warriors' tiny frontcourt would be in a disastrous state without his defense, physicality and playmaking. In a sense, Thompson is the latest casualty of the franchise's commitment to Green.
On the other hand, Green was willing to play the negotiating game the Warriors' way. For all his shortcomings, he never became too sensitive about business. And when he makes mistakes -- including a suspension that cost him 12 games after an incident with Jusuf Nurkic in December -- he is good at clearing the air. During his toughest times, Thompson has been inward.
Acceptance is a huge part of longevity. Thompson cannot yet accept what age and deterioration have done to his body. We have forgotten how good he was. He hasn't. How could he? In his mind, he's still the guy who scored 30 points in three quarters of Game 6 of the 2019 Finals. He's still the guy who averaged 26 points while shooting 54.1 percent overall and 58.5 percent on three-pointers in that series. He was at the very top of his game -- and then his knee buckled after a dunk attempt against the Toronto Raptors. It would be 941 days and another devastating injury until he played again.
He was robbed. It's sad. It's also the cruel and cyclical nature of sports, which have a low tolerance for fairy tales.
So the best run of Thompson's basketball life is over. It may have been the Warriors' miscalculation. Or it may prove to be necessary salary cap management. But Thompson had the final decision, at least. He needed to be the one to make it. He gets to start over, if he can find it in himself to do so.
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Jake Irvin silences the Mets in a masterful Fourth of July performance
Irvin allowed just one hit and one walk to go with eight strikeouts while Jesse Winker's pinch-hit solo shot gave the Nationals all they needed to beat the Mets.
By Sapna Bansil | 2024-07-04

Jake Irvin mastered the Mets on Thursday, firing eight scoreless innings in a 1-0 win. (Nick Wass/AP)


About 95 minutes before he threw his first pitch, as a Fourth of July crowd of 34,394 was starting to assemble outside the gates of Nationals Park and his teammates were participating in a hot dog eating competition, Jake Irvin walked onto the field seeking a moment of calm.
In bare feet, he strode across the clay-colored dirt and dry grass, took a deep breath and stepped atop the pitcher's mound, which was still covered in a tarp. After staring in at an imaginary catcher, he pantomimed throwing a pitch, holding a cold water bottle in his left hand in place of a glove.
The right-hander then brought the same level of tranquility to a humid holiday morning matinee against the New York Mets, silencing one of baseball's most potent offenses of the last month. Over eight scoreless innings, he struck out eight and surrendered just one hit and one walk as the Nationals won 1-0. Jesse Winker's solo shot off Mets reliever Adrian Houser in the bottom of the eighth provided the lone run of the game.
Irvin, 27, has just over a year of major league service time, but that makes him a veteran in a young and inexperienced Nationals rotation. Making one last case for a spot on the National League's 12-man pitching staff in his final start before all-star rosters are announced Sunday, Irvin dominated the Mets, inducing 15 whiffs on 47 swings, including seven on his curveball. On his final pitch of the day, he struck out Tyrone Taylor on a four-seam fastball and celebrated demonstrably, yelling and pumping up the crowd.
For the season, Irvin's ERA now stands at 2.80 while his WHIP is at a tidy 1.00 after he yielded just two base runners. Both are top-six marks in the National League.
As has been the case for most of the season, Irvin suffered from a lack of run support; for the 12th time in his 18 starts, the Nationals put just two or fewer runs on the board. Winker, who began the game on the bench with the Mets starting a lefty, came on as a pinch hitter for DH Harold Ramirez and drove a curveball into the left field seats. After he circled the bases, he stood at home plate, placed his hand over his heart and saluted to the dugout.
Washington thus concluded its four-game series against New York with a split. The Nationals had lost their first six meetings against the Mets this season before winning on Wednesday and Thursday.
In the midst of a stretch of 17 consecutive games without a day off, Washington returns to Nationals Park on Friday to begin a four-game wraparound series against the St. Louis Cardinals.
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With no Joey Chestnut, Patrick Bertoletti reigns as Nathan's Hot Dog king
Patrick Bertoletti captured the men's crown in the absence of Joey Chestnut while Miki Sudo won for the 10th time on the women's side.
By Cindy  Boren | 2024-07-04

Patrick Bertoletti capitalized on the absence of Joey Chestnut to win the Nathan's Famous International Hot Dog Eating Contest. (Adam Gray/Getty Images)


In the absence of perennial champion Joey Chestnut, a new men's winner took center stage at Nathan's Famous International Hot Dog Eating Contest while, on the women's side, Miki Sudo marched on, winning for the 10th time with a record-breaking performance.
Patrick Bertoletti, a 39-year-old native of Chicago, won the men's competition by consuming 58 hot dogs and buns in 10 frenzied minutes. Geoffrey Esper finished second with 53 and James Webb was third with 52.
"Always the bridesmaid, never the bride," Bertoletti laughed as he spoke to ESPN about his first win, "but today I'm getting married. ... Always second or third, this is big."
Bertoletti seemed surprised at his accomplishment but knew the significance of Chestnut's absence.
"There was an urgency. With Joey not here, I knew I had a shot. I was able to unlock something that I don't know where it came from, but I'm not complaining."
Sudo, a 38-year-old mom from Tampa who is studying to be a dental hygienist, downed 51 hot dogs and buns in 10 minutes, bettering the record 48.5 she consumed in 2020. Mayoi Ebihara was second with 37 and Michelle Lesco was third.
"Even 10 years into this, I still have more to go," Sudo told ESPN. "The women's record can be improved from here on out and there are exciting things to come."
As for her next meal, she said, "Something cold and refreshing. Maybe some fruit."
For the first time in 23 years, the contest was missing both Chestnut, the man synonymous with the contest, and his rival, Takeru Kobayashi. Chestnut, the 16-time Nathan's champion, and was barred from the competition last month after signing an endorsement deal with plant-based Impossible Foods. Kobayashi has been banned from the event since 2010 because of a contractual dispute with Major League Eating, the governing body for Nathan's and a number of other competitive eating contests.
Chestnut, who had not lost at Coney Island since 2015 (to Matthew Stonie) holds the record, downing 76 hot dogs and buns in 10 minutes in 2021. But this year, he was more than 2,000 miles from Coney Island, competing later in the day against Fort Bliss soldiers in El Paso, Texas, in a contest expected to last only five minutes, half the amount of time given to competitors in the Nathan's event.
His absence was first reported last month, when he announced that he had signed with a "plant-based firm" while negotiating a contract with Nathan's. The Impossible deal does not prohibit him from entering eating competitions, including Nathan's, but an agreement binding competitors in MLE events decrees otherwise. George Shea, chair and co-founder of MLE, told The Post that competitors may "not represent a rival hot dog brand."
Nathan's had been preparing to offer Chestnut an annual $300,000 appearance fee over four years, a source who spoke on the condition of anonymity, told The Post.
Chestnut and Kobayashi will square off in a live Netflix special on Labor Day in an effort to settle a rivalry that dates to 2007. That year, Chestnut unseated Kobayashi, who had won Nathan's six years in a row; Chestnut went on to win 15 of the next 16 competitions.

Elite eaters from around the world descended on Coney Island in New York City  on July 4 for the 108th Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Contest.
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After fleeing the Taliban, she'll breakdance on the Refugee Team in Paris
Breakdancing gave Manizha Talash a sense of purpose, but it put her life at risk after regime change in Afghanistan.
By Rick Maese | 2024-07-03
When Manizha Talash finds the beat, something grabs hold of her. Her arms sway, and her legs start to bounce. The ensuing flurry of footwork and acrobatic whirling, driven by the music, transports Talash somewhere distant.
"In that moment, I am in another world," said Talash, a 21-year-old breakdancer.
At such times, she doesn't think about what's going on back home in Kabul. She doesn't think about the winding road -- the death threats, the fear, the uncertainty -- that led her to this point, on the cusp of appearing in the Paris Olympics. When she's competing, when she's training and when she's dancing, it's just Talash and the thumping music.
"I do it for me, my life. I do it to express myself and to forget about everything else going on if I need to," Talash said in an interview conducted in Spanish.
Talash stands to be one of the most compelling -- and unlikely -- athletes at the Paris Olympics. She was the first known female breakdancer in Afghanistan but fled the country after the Taliban returned to power in 2021. With breakdancing -- or breaking, as it's commonly called -- making its Olympic debut in Paris, Talash will be stepping onto the world stage.
Many conservative Afghans frown upon dancing, and the idea of women participating is particularly verboten. Under Taliban rule, Afghan women effectively have been barred from many sporting activities. Since the group returned to power three years ago, the government has closed girls' schools, suppressed cultural and artistic expression, imposed travel restrictions on women and limited their access to parks and gyms. A United Nations human rights report this year said the Taliban's "disrespect for the fundamental rights of women and girls is unparalleled in the world."
From the day she started dancing four years ago, Talash faced criticism and threats from community members, neighbors and some extended family members. She said she knew if she wanted to continue dancing, she had no choice: "I needed to leave and not come back."
Born on the streets of New York in the 1970s, breaking features a complex combination of athleticism, acrobatics, strength and strategy. Its inclusion in the Summer Games represents an attempt by Olympic officials to attract a younger, more urban audience.

Talash practices a move as two members of her troupe look on in Kabul on June 12, 2021, before the Taliban took over. (Adek Berry/AFP/Getty Images)


One of 16 B-girls vying for a medal in Paris, Talash will not be representing Afghanistan or competing under its flag. Instead, she will be breaking as a member of the Refugee Olympic Team, composed of displaced athletes who can longer live and train in their home country. The team, which made its debut at the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Games, this year will feature 36 athletes from 11 different countries, five of whom were originally from Afghanistan. They will compete under a special flag that features an emblem with a heart surrounded by arrows, intended to signify "the shared experience of their journeys."
For Talash, who immigrated to Spain, these Olympics represent a chance to dance freely, to serve as a symbol of hope to girls and women back in Afghanistan and to send a broader message to the rest of the world.
"If you ask foreigners about Afghanistan, the only thing that they imagine is like war, guns, old buildings. But, no, Afghanistan is not that," said Jawad Sezdah, Talash's close friend and a leader of Kabul's tightknit hip-hop community. "Afghanistan is Manizha doing breaking. Afghanistan is me doing rapping. ... Afghanistan's not only war."

The Olympics offer Talash a chance to serve as a symbol of hope to girls and women in Afghanistan. (Adek Berry/AFP/Getty Images)


When Talash was 17, she stumbled upon a Facebook video and was hypnotized by the young man spinning on his head. She had never seen anything like it. "At first, I thought it was illegal to do that kind of stuff," she said. Talash started watching more videos and was struck by the lack of female dancers.
"Right there I said, 'I am going to do it,'" she explained. "'I will learn.'"
She reached out to the boy in the video -- Sezdah -- who encouraged her to visit the local club where he trained. He had been trying to grow the hip-hop community in Kabul and had taken to social media to invite all ages and genders to dance and rap with his "Superiors Crew." There were 55 boys training there. Talash was the first girl.
"If a boy dances, it's a bad thing in Afghanistan and Kabul," said Sezdah, 25. "When a girl dances, it's worse, you know? It's very dangerous. A girl dancing is not acceptable in this society. There is no possibility. We were trying to make it normal, but it's very difficult. We cannot do it on the street. We cannot do it, you know, in a public place."

Talash was the first girl to join the "Superiors Crew" dancing club in Kabul. 



After the Taliban's takeover, the members of the Superiors Crew fled for Pakistan. (Photos by Adek Berry/AFP/Getty Images)


At one of the crew's first group events -- a "cipher" at the small club -- a car bomb exploded nearby. There were casualties on the street, but the dancers inside were unharmed. As word spread that Talash was dancing, she began to receive death threats. The club was supposed to be a safe space, but one day a man entered purporting to be a prospective dancer. He seemed suspicious to the breaking crew and, according to Talash and Sezdah, law enforcement soon swarmed the club and apprehended the man, who was carrying a bomb.
"[They] said that he's a member of ISIS," Sezdah said. "He just wanted to explode himself."
They closed the club and struggled to grow their community while also remaining discreet.
"We were doing activities but, you know, we are also taking care of each other," he said. "We were being very careful. We just wanted what we wanted: to achieve the dream, to rap, to have concerts, to do breaking, to present Afghanistan hip-hop to the world. ... We kept going even though there was lots of problems and a lot of lives were in danger."
A few months later, NATO forces and the U.S. military left Afghanistan, and the Taliban returned to power. Sezdah said a landlord called him and warned him not to return, that people were searching for the Superiors Crew.
"There are lots of reasons" to leave, Sezdah said. "The first is to save your life."
They figured if they wanted to keep dancing and rapping, they had no choice. Talash especially couldn't bear the thought of living in Kabul without breaking and the hip-hop culture that had given her so much purpose.
The dozen members of the Superiors Crew scrambled together what they could and loaded into three cars, bound for Pakistan. Talash took her 12-year-old brother and said goodbye to her mother, a younger sister and another brother.
"I wasn't scared," Talash said, "but I came to the realization that I needed to leave and not come back. This was important to me. I never left because I was scared of the Taliban or because I couldn't live in Afghanistan but rather to do something to show women that we can do it. It's possible."

Talash had to leave her mother behind in Afghanistan. (Matt Cianfrani)


For nearly a year, they lived illegally in Pakistan with no passports and dwindling hope. They didn't feel safe in public, so 22 people spent most of the day crammed together in an apartment. There was no training or dancing. Talash received word that Taliban officials approached her mother back in Kabul, inquiring about the young girl's whereabouts.
"Sometimes I wish I could forget all of it," she said.
They reached out to embassies, advocacy groups and nongovernmental organizations seeking aid. Finally, with the help of a Spanish refugee organization called People HELP, they were granted asylum in Spain. The crew splintered, and Talash and her brother were taken to Huesca, a small town in northeastern Spain. She had a job sweeping at a local salon, and although there was no studio or club dedicated to breaking, she found a gym that allowed her to dance after-hours.
She missed home, but Talash was safe and was dancing again. While her Olympic dream felt as though it was dimming, she couldn't let it go.

After years of separation, Talash and her family were finally reunited in Madrid. 



Talash serves as an interpreter for her family. (Photos by Matt Cianfrani)


In February, an American named Isabel Guarco stepped in to help. Guarco had befriended Talash, Sezdah and the crew, and she started doing some internet research. She found a PDF with dozens of Olympic email addresses on it and blasted out a note. The next day, she had received one response -- from the manager of the Refugee Olympic Team, Gonzalo Barrio.
The refugee team for Paris was set, but Olympic officials were moved by Talash's story and scrambled to align resources. The Spanish Olympic Committee agreed to oversee her training, and coaches in Madrid were eager to volunteer their time.
"I felt we had to do everything possible," said David Vento, the technical director for Spain's national team.
In March, Talash was offered scholarship money that allowed her to relocate to Madrid and focus on breaking. Just a few weeks later, Guarco was with her, filming for a documentary, when the news arrived that she would compete at the Olympics.
"She burst into tears and she was, like, smiling," Guarco recalled. "She was like, 'This is so surreal.' And then about 10 minutes later, she starts crying again."
"I was crying tears of joy -- and fear," Talash explained.
She was worried about her family back in Afghanistan. The news wouldn't become public for another three weeks, so Talash and her support network began working the phones. They finally were able to arrange for her mother and two remaining siblings to join her in Madrid, where they now live at a hostel for refugees.
It is not lost on Talash that breaking and hip-hop, forbidden back home, had given purpose to her life and also had helped save her family.
"This is way bigger than any of my dreams I had before or even could think of," she said.

"If the Taliban said they were leaving in the morning, I would be moving back home in the afternoon," Talash said. (Violeta Santos Moura/Reuters)


Part of the Olympics' stated mission is to "support the promotion of women in sport at all levels" and encourage "the principle of equality of men and women." Because of that, the Olympic movement long has had a fraught relationship with Afghanistan. The International Olympic Committee suspended the country's Olympic committee in 1999, and Afghanistan was barred from the 2000 Sydney Games. It wasn't reinstated until after the Taliban fell in 2001.
This will be the first Summer Olympics since the Taliban seized power. Last month, the IOC announced six athletes -- three men, three women -- would compete under the Afghan flag. But no Taliban officials would be welcome in Paris, and the IOC is dealing only with Olympic officials who are operating outside of Afghanistan. Several of the Afghan athletes are believed to be training outside Afghanistan, as Talash is doing.
Talash is heartbroken for her home country and hopes she can be a symbol of hope this summer, even if most Afghans can follow her exploits only via social media. She remains hopeful that someday she can return to Kabul, dance freely and help chart a new course for young Afghan women.

Talash trains in Madrid six days a week. (Violeta Santos Moura/Reuters)


"If the Taliban said they were leaving in the morning, I would be moving back home in the afternoon," she said. "Without a doubt."
In Madrid, she trains six days per week, working with Vento on her technical skills and also a strength and conditioning coach. She dances under the name B-girl Talash. Until recently, she had little formal training, learning from peers and YouTube videos. But the music moves her, and Vento can see her personality emerge when she's about to throw down.
"Her attitude grows when she is in front of an audience or in a breaking battle," he said. "I think the style that Manizha is developing is that of a true warrior."
Gabriel Alvarez Jacobs contributed to this report.
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Coco Gauff isn't wasting any time in early Wimbledon rounds
While Gauff advanced, Naomi Osaka fell in the second round to American Emma Navarro in Osaka's first appearance at the All England Club since 2019. 
By Ava Wallace | 2024-07-04

Coco Gauff won her first-round match in 1 hour 6 minutes thanks in part to her blistering serve. (Mosa'ab Elshamy/AP)


WIMBLEDON, England -- The tennis star is managing her downtime like most anyone these days: voluntarily spiking her anxiety by watching "The Bear," then winding back down with a good book -- currently Caleb Azumah Nelson's "Small Worlds" and before that famed drag queen RuPaul's newest memoir.
She has hobbies that she'll pick up on and off, including crochet and French lessons. She said she might pop by London's West End on Wednesday night to see a show.
When you've got as much free time as Coco Gauff does these days, you've got to do something to fill the hours.
Gauff, the No. 2 seed at Wimbledon, zipped through her second-round match Wednesday against Romanian qualifier Anca Todoni, 6-2, 6-1, in 1 hour 6 minutes. That set up a third-round battle with Britain's Sonay Kartal that's sure to draw plenty of eyes at the All England Club.
The quick victory was a continuation of a pattern this year for the 20-year-old American, a contrast to the early-round matches of last year's Grand Slams. In 2023, Gauff often slogged her way through tight two-set matches or gritted her teeth through three-set doozies. She had to win four three-set matches to earn the U.S. Open title.
This year, Gauff cruised through the first week at the Australian Open and French Open, playing one three-set match in the quarterfinals of each tournament before losing in the semifinals.
"I'm just getting better at taking care of business and trying to clean up and make sure that these matches don't go three sets," Gauff said of her early-round success.
She chalked up her newfound precision to increased confidence after her U.S. Open win. Gauff captured the title in New York with what she said wasn't her best tennis, which gave her added conviction when staring down Grand Slam draws this year.
It also helped her feel comfortable leaning into her most aggressive tennis. That serves her well on Wimbledon's grass courts, where the speedy surface makes it more difficult to win points on defense.
"You kind of want to be the first person to strike," Gauff said.
She dictated from start to finish against Todoni, pummeling the ball when serving and winning 85 percent of points on her first serve.
"I'm just going for it more and accepting the misses," Gauff said. "Today, I had a really low first-serve percentage in the first set, and maybe in the second it got higher." She put 38 percent of her first serves in during the first set, 53 percent in the second.
The victory keeps Gauff in good position to make a deep run in a fairly open women's draw. Top-ranked Iga Swiatek is the favorite and plays unseeded Petra Martic of Croatia in the second round Thursday, and 2022 Wimbledon champion Elena Rybakina remains a threat. She plays Germany's Laura Siegemund in the second round Thursday.
But third-seeded Aryna Sabalenka withdrew Tuesday with a shoulder injury, and later in the day, reigning champion Marketa Vondrousova became the first defending champ to lose in the first round in 30 years, ensuring this will be the seventh consecutive tournament that Wimbledon crowns a different women's winner.
Gauff took note of that as she examined the champions wall at the practice facility on Wimbledon's grounds.
"It was a lot of different names, which is something new -- not new, kind of new, post-Serena [Williams], post-a lot of the legends," Gauff said. "It just shows there's a lot of talent on the women's tour and it's anybody's game. ... My outlook, I mean, it gives you confidence obviously when you see that the field isn't stacked. I guess stacked in the way where there's one player dominating or three players dominating. I think everybody has an equal shot, and it's just about who can perform better that week."

No. 19 seed Emma Navarro advanced to the second round at Wimbledon for the first time with a win over Naomi Osaka on Wednesday. (Henry Nicholls/AFP/Getty Images)


Naomi Osaka, the four-time Grand Slam champion who is seven months into her comeback after giving birth a year ago, was another big name to fall Wednesday. She lost to No. 19 seed American Emma Navarro, 6-4, 6-1, in a 59-minute sprint on Center Court.
Osaka looked rattled from nearly the beginning, and Navarro was able to take advantage, winning 82 percent of points on her first serve. The 23-year-old former NCAA champion at Virginia moved into the third round in her second Wimbledon appearance with gutsy tennis, keeping points short and playing a clean match -- she had just five unforced errors.
"Obviously she has a really big serve, so I knew that was going to be something that I was going to have to deal with today," Navarro said of Osaka. "I tried to move my positioning around against first serves. I don't know -- maybe that got in her head a little bit. I wanted to try to make her hit the serve that she doesn't want to hit, and I didn't want her to know where I'm going to be at in terms of positioning."
Navarro won 50 percent of the points off Osaka's first serve in the second set as she moved to close out the match and sent the former U.S. Open and Australian Open winner home from her first Wimbledon appearance since 2019.
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After Copa America exit, U.S. fan group calls for Gregg Berhalter's job
Berhalter is in his second term after guiding the U.S. team to the round of 16 at the 2022 World Cup.
By Steven Goff | 2024-07-03

Favored to reach the quarterfinals, Gregg Berhalter's team was eliminated in the group stage of Copa America. (Reed Hoffman/AP) 


In the wake of the U.S. men's national soccer team crashing out of Copa America, its largest fan organization called for Coach Gregg Berhalter's dismissal.
"There needs to be accountability and a plan to move forward for the USMNT," the American Outlaws said in a statement Wednesday. "It's time to make a change in the head coaching position."
Favored to reach the quarterfinals, the U.S. team was eliminated in the group stage of the 16-team tournament after losing its final two matches. On Monday, a 1-0 defeat to Uruguay in Kansas City, Mo., combined with Panama's 3-1 victory over Bolivia in Orlando, sent Uruguay and Panama to the next stage.
Shortly after the Uruguay match, the U.S. Soccer Federation announced: "Our tournament performance fell short of our expectations. We must do better. We will be conducting a comprehensive review of our performance in Copa America and how best to improve the team and results as we look towards the 2026 World Cup."
Sporting Director Matt Crocker, who rehired Berhalter in June 2023, is expected to complete the review next week. The team is not scheduled to play again until September.
Berhalter, 50, is in his second term after guiding the U.S. team to the round of 16 at the 2022 World Cup in Qatar. Since his reappointment last summer, he has a 7-6-1 record -- 3-5-1 in the past nine matches, including a 2-1 loss to Panama last Thursday in which the Americans played shorthanded most of the game after Tim Weah's red card.
The only victory in the past five games was against Bolivia, South America's worst team, in the Copa America opener.
Featuring Argentina, Brazil and other South American titans, Copa America provided the most competitive environment for the U.S. program before the 2026 World Cup is staged in the United States, Mexico and Canada. It also offered the opportunity to attract new fans to the team and the sport.
"American soccer fandom is ready to reach levels we've never seen before, but we continue to miss opportunities," the American Outlaws said. "... Change is necessary to prepare to compete at a home World Cup. We cannot miss this incredible chance to create a lasting impact on the game of soccer in this country, and we feel that a new head coach is an important step at this point."
Founded in 2007, the American Outlaws boast more than 30,000 members in 200 chapters, including a few overseas. In varying numbers, fans travel to venues around the country and the world for pregame festivities and synchronized support inside stadiums. Boosted by the American Outlaws, U.S. men's and women's teams have enjoyed large fan support at recent World Cups.
Note: B.J. Callaghan, Berhalter's top assistant, was appointed head coach of Nashville SC. He had reached an agreement with the MLS organization before Copa America. That also was the case with goalkeepers coach Fabian Otte, who left the U.S. team to join Liverpool.
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Shorthanded on field and on bench, D.C. United falls again at home
D.C.'s fight and resilience can't stop its winless streak from hitting 10 after a 3-2 loss to surging FC Cincinnati.
By Steven Goff | 2024-07-04

D.C. United right back Aaron Herrera, left, battles FC Cincinnati's Kevin Kelsy for the ball in the first half at Audi Field. (Hannah Foslien/USA Today Sports) 


D.C. United's leading scorer and its coach watched from Audi Field's suite level while several others were reduced to spectators for an MLS match Wednesday night pitting a struggling team that had not won at home since April against an MLS Cup contender that had not lost on the road since April.
What began with a terrible blunder turned into a competitive affair before United ran out of juice and dropped a 3-2 decision to FC Cincinnati, extending its winless streak to 10.
United (4-10-8) has not won since May 11 in Atlanta (0-7-3) and has failed in seven straight at home (0-4-3).
Like Saturday, when it earned a 2-2 draw at the New York Red Bulls, United was not deterred by its many disadvantages. Martin Rodriguez knotted the score in the first half and substitute Gabriel Pirani cut into a two-goal deficit with a gem in the second.
But United does not have the tools to win such games, and after enduring three late threats, Cincinnati (14-4-3) tied the MLS record for consecutive road victories with seven.
"It's getting frustrating," midfielder Jared Stroud said. "Every week is starting to blend together. It's not a good situation right now. We're obviously missing some guys. But we gave them the game. Mistakes happen, but we can't compound them. Just another loss."
Serving a one-game suspension for yellow card accumulation, Coach Troy Lesesne witnessed from afar his team's fight and resilience but also its shortcomings.
"Our group is not giving in -- that's clear," he said. "But we are also not getting the points we need. We have to credit the group for continuing through really hard circumstances right now, the results and where we are as a squad. But the flip side of that is we have to do better."
United was without striker Christian Benteke, MLS's second-leading scorer with 14 goals. He served a suspension for yellow card accumulation -- four days after serving a red-card suspension. Cristian Dajome also was suspended. Three regulars were sidelined with injuries.
United's night got off to a perfectly wretched start in the 10th minute. Matti Peltola played the ball back to goalkeeper Tyler Miller. With Kevin Kelsy pressuring, Miller's first touch got away from him. His second touch was deflected by Kelsy into the air and into the net.
"We need to stop giving away goals," Lesesne said.
Shortly after Cincinnati's Roman Celentano made a terrific save on Stroud, United answered in the 24th minute. Rodriguez busted through a cluster of players in the penalty area and drove a low shot into the far corner for his first goal in three injury-impacted seasons.
The deadlock lasted 15 minutes. Pavel Bucha beat center back Lucas Bartlett to Luca Orellano's entry pass into the penalty area and steered the ball past the charging Miller.
Bucha added his second goal in the 63rd minute, beating Miller to the far corner from 15 yards.
United stirred again in the 69th minute, when Pirani used sensational footwork in the box to beat two defenders and then lift an angled shot over Celentano for his second goal of the season. Lesesne said he was heartened by his team scoring two goals again in Benteke's absence, but neither resulted in victory.
"The hardest part about this stretch is that we're so close in so many ways," Bartlett said. "We're on the cusp of it. ... We have some big guys coming back, and we're going to get through it."
Here's what else to know about United's loss:
Because United does not field a third-division developmental team -- it's the only franchise in MLS without one -- it has fewer options for short-term call-ups. Hence, D.C. has had a full bench of nine subs just a few times this year.
Defender Hayden Sargis and midfielder Jeremy Garay were recalled from loans to second-flight USL Championship teams.
United has long talked about launching a developmental squad in Baltimore, but that remains years away. Aside from Sargis and Garay, the bench Wednesday included Pirani, 17-year-old defender Matai Akinmboni and two goalkeepers. Akinmboni and Pirani were the only subs to play.
United's new signings, Austrian left back David Schnegg and MLS veteran forward Dominique Badji, were in attendance ahead of formal announcements this week. With the transfer window opening July 18, they are likely to debut in the July 20 friendly vs. Scottish champion Celtic at Audi Field.
United academy midfielder Gavin Turner was invited to the MLS NEXT All-Star Game, featuring top prospects, July 23 in Columbus, Ohio -- the day before the All-Star Game between MLS and Mexico's Liga MX. Turner, 17, is a D.C. homegrown candidate who could end up signing abroad; he has trained with West Ham in England.
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UEFA to investigate Turkish player for gesture tied to far right group
After scoring at the European Championship, Merih Demiral made a hand gesture that resembled the "wolf salute," a symbol of an ultranationalist group.    
By Glynn A. Hill | 2024-07-03

Turkish defender Merih Demiral made the controversial hand gesture while celebrating his game-winning goal against Austria. (Ronny Hartmann/Agence France-Presse/Getty Images) 


UEFA, the governing body of European soccer, opened an investigation of "alleged inappropriate behaviour" by Merih Demiral on Wednesday, a day after the Turkish defender celebrated a goal at the European Championship with a hand gesture associated with a far-right, ultranationalist group.
Demiral scored twice Tuesday, lifting Turkey to the quarterfinals of the tournament with a 2-1 win over Austria. After he scored his second goal in the 59th minute, he pinched his fingers together. The gesture resembled the so-called "wolf salute," a symbol of ultranationalist Turkish group Ulku Ocaklari, known as the Grey Wolves.
"In relation to the 2024 UEFA European Championship Round of 16 match between Austria and Turkiye played on 2 July 2024 in Leipzig, Germany, an investigation has been opened in accordance with Article 31(4) of the UEFA Disciplinary Regulations in relation to the alleged inappropriate behaviour of the Turkish Football Federation player, Merih Demiral," UEFA said in a statement.
The Grey Wolves have been accused of numerous killings, especially during the 1970s, when Turkey endured fighting between right- and left-wing groups. Thousands were killed during that period, and the Grey Wolves were among the most prominent right-wing groups enacting politically motivated violence, often against leftist groups, experts have said.
Austria in 2019 barred the "wolf" salute, making the gesture punishable by fines up to about $4,300 as part of a broader push to ban symbols of "extremist organizations." France banned the group in 2020, with a government spokesman accusing it of "extremely violent" actions. The gesture is not banned in Germany, which is hosting the continental tournament.
Still, German politicians condemned Demiral's actions, with interior minister Nancy Faeser saying such symbols "have no place in our stadiums." That in turn drew condemnation from Omer Celik, the spokesman for Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan's party, with which the Grey Wolves are aligned. Celik called Faeser's comments and UEFA's investigation "unacceptable," adding, "It would be appropriate for those looking for racism and fascism to focus on the recent election results in different countries in Europe."
Asked about the gesture following Tuesday's match, Demiral said it was an innocuous expression of national pride.
"It has to do with this Turkish identity because I'm very proud to be a Turk. And I felt that to the fullest after the second goal," he said. "So that's how I ended up doing that gesture. I'm very happy that I did that. I saw people in the stadium who were doing that sign. So that reminded me that I also had that in mind."
Following another question about the gesture, he replied: "How can I explain this? Of course we're all Turkish. We're all Turks in Turkey. We're very proud. I'm very proud as a person to be a Turk. So that's what I did. That was the meaning of the gesture. It's quite normal."
Demiral has been disciplined for nationalistic gestures before. In 2019, UEFA fined Turkey's soccer federation and reprimanded more than 20 players, including Demiral, for making military salutes in games during Turkey's offensive in Syria. UEFA at the time said the gestures were "inappropriate given the specific political context at the time."
UEFA said it appointed an inspector to investigate Tuesday's incident. It gave no timetable for a decision; Turkey's quarterfinal match against the Netherlands is scheduled for Saturday in Berlin.
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LeBron James agrees to re-sign with Lakers on two-year deal
LeBron James will play in his 22nd season in the fall. He will work with his son Bronny and his former podcast co-host, JJ Redick, for the Los Angeles Lakers. 
By Ben Golliver | 2024-07-03

LeBron James agreed to re-sign with the Los Angeles Lakers. (Ethan Miller/Getty Images)


LOS ANGELES -- With his former podcast co-host as his new coach and his oldest son as his new teammate, LeBron James wasn't going to leave the Los Angeles Lakers.
James agreed to a two-year contract worth up to $104 million to remain with the Lakers, a person with knowledge of the situation confirmed Wednesday. The new agreement will carry the 39-year-old forward through his 41st birthday. ESPN first reported the agreement, which includes a player option for the 2025-26 season and a no-trade clause.
Additionally, the Lakers agreed to sign James's 19-year-old son, Bronny James, to a four-year, $7.9 million rookie contract that includes a team option on the final season.
The Lakers, who lost to the Denver Nuggets in the first round of the playoffs, expressed every intention of continuing the partnership, which began in 2018 and was highlighted by the 2020 championship. James, who has flirted with retirement in recent years, was coy about his future during his end-of-season news conference in April, dodging a question about whether he had played his last game with the Lakers. The four-time MVP then turned down his $51.4 million player option for the 2024-25 season so he could sign a more lucrative deal.
But James, the NBA's all-time scoring leader and its oldest active player, will suit up for his 22nd season in the fall. Former NBA player JJ Redick, who co-hosted the "Mind the Game" podcast with James in recent months, succeeds Darvin Ham as coach of the Lakers. LeBron James and Bronny James, whom the Lakers selected with the 55th pick in last week's draft, will have the opportunity to become the first father-and-son duo to play together in NBA history, fulfilling one of James's long-held dreams.
"When I think about the Los Angeles Lakers, I think about a franchise where basketball history unfolds and takes place," Lakers General Manager Rob Pelinka said at a news conference last week. "In the history of the NBA, there's never been a father and a son that have shared an NBA basketball court. That feels like something that could be magical."
The Lakers, who selected Tennessee guard Dalton Knecht with their first-round pick, appear poised to return much of their roster from last season. Anthony Davis, a nine-time all-star, will continue to anchor the front line, and guard D'Angelo Russell opted to return by picking up his $18.7 million player option. The Lakers also re-signed guard Max Christie and continue to have Austin Reaves, Rui Hachimura, Jarred Vanderbilt and Gabe Vincent, among other returners, under contract.
James's new contract will push his total career earnings past $500 million. The exact value of his contract will be determined by the Lakers' position relative to the NBA's new "second apron" spending bracket. The Lakers intend to stay below the second apron line for team salaries, which was set at $188.9 million for the 2024-25 season.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-07-04
MLB
11 a.m. New York Mets at Washington >>> MASN, WJFK (106.7 FM), WTEM (980 AM), WDCN (87.7 FM)
2:20 p.m. Philadelphia at Chicago Cubs >>> MLB Network
4 p.m. Baltimore at Seattle >>> MASN2, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
7:20 p.m. San Francisco at Atlanta >>> MLB Network
10:30 pm. Arizona at Los Angeles Dodgers >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
WNBA
10 p.m. Washington at Las Vegas >>> Monumental Sports Network, WTEM (980 AM)
GOLF
6:30 a.m. DP World Tour: BMW International Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
4 p.m. PGA Tour: John Deere Classic, first round >>> Golf Channel
SOCCER
9 p.m. Copa America, quarterfinal: Argentina vs. Ecuador >>> WTTG (Ch. 5), WBFF (Ch. 45)
9 p.m. USL Championship: FC Tulsa at Colorado Springs >>> CBS Sports Network
TENNIS
6 a.m. ATP/WTA: Wimbledon, second round >>> ESPN
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James Wood's first RBI is a game-winner as Nats rally past Mets
Luis Garcia Jr. homers twice and Wood collects two big hits to lift the Nationals over their division rivals/
By Spencer Nusbaum | 2024-07-04

James Wood singles in the seventh inning, delivering Lane Thomas with what proved to be the decisive run in a 7-5 win over the Mets. (Alex Brandon/AP)


The moment called for James Wood, and Wood was up to the moment.
It came in the seventh inning Wednesday at Nationals Park, with the Washington Nationals grinding their way back from a five-run deficit against the New York Mets. With two outs, moments after Lane Thomas had tied the score with a double, Wood came up with a chance to give the Nationals their first lead. Against another tough left-hander, the rookie lashed a single up the middle, scoring Thomas in what would become a 7-5 win that snapped a three-game skid.
Wood, the 21-year-old uber-prospect who officially arrived Monday, collected his first RBI with the knock off Jake Diekman. Moments before, he chatted with Jesse Winker in the on-deck circle, listening to the veteran's tips about how to handle Diekman's slicing sweeper. The southpaw deployed the pitch on each of his final four offerings of the at-bat. On the final one, Wood heeded Winker's advice.
"I kind of didn't listen the first couple of pitches," Wood said with a grin in the clubhouse. "It was great. He walked me through it a bit. ... I was just trying to get a piece of one."
The Nationals' bullpen held after that, and Luis Garcia Jr. added his second homer of the night an inning later as insurance. But after a hitless night following his debut, Manager Dave Martinez moved Wood up to the No. 3 spot in the lineup, and the rookie added another first to his growing list of them -- this one his first multi-hit game (2 for 3 with that RBI, a run and a walk). He also stole his first base after beating Diekman.
"Just looking at him, he's a big guy," Garcia said. "He looks huge out there. But he's a very good ballplayer. ... We had confidence in him. We knew he was going to drive that run in."
On Tuesday, Wood was responsible for the Nationals' two hardest-hit balls, both of which went for groundouts. After the game, he said he wasn't concerned -- sometimes, he said, the ball just doesn't find a hole. On Wednesday, it did.
"He's got a nice two-strike approach, which is great, and he stayed in the middle of the field, which is what we preach all the time with two strikes," Martinez said. "He's going to show the power. He is. But for him to come up here and do what he's doing ... is huge."
The timing coincided with Martinez front-loading his lineup with his best hitters -- CJ Abrams at the top, followed by Thomas, Wood and Winker. Three of those hitters boast an OPS over .800 since June 1. The fourth was named the top prospect in baseball by Baseball America on Wednesday.
Whether that lineup could match the Mets, baseball's top offense since June 1, was a shakier premise given the constraints from the back half of the lineup. That appeared even more tenuous when lefty Mitchell Parker was roughed up for five runs on three homers in six innings, putting his team in a 5-0 hole.
But this night, the bottom of that lineup produced. Ildemaro Vargas, who sports an OPS under .500 since the start of June, poked an RBI single through the infield to make it 5-1 in the fifth. In the sixth, after Wood and Winker singled, Garcia blasted a three-run homer to right to make it 5-4.
On May 31, the Nationals were four games under .500, while the Mets were nine games under. New York has moved to 42-42 since then and is the only team in MLB averaging more than six runs over that stretch. The Nationals are now 40-46, the byproduct of a shaky offense and a bullpen in a tailspin after a series of late-inning meltdowns.
But Wednesday, the bullpen answered the call. Jacob Barnes, Robert Garcia, Hunter Harvey and Kyle Finnegan -- all of whom had played a role in recent heartbreaks -- combined for three scoreless innings. And Wood's hit ultimately made a winner of Barnes.
"I didn't want it to go to extra innings -- let's put it that way," Martinez said. "I was just making a joke: Vargas would have had to pitch tomorrow. ... But I got confidence in all those guys. They've been pitching well. The last two days shouldn't dictate who they are."
Notes: Before Wednesday's game, the Nationals recalled catcher Riley Adams from Class AAA Rochester, optioning catcher Drew Millas to the Red Wings in a corresponding move. The Nationals hope Adams can inject some life into the offense. In 25 games with Washington, he sported a .635 OPS; in 22 with Rochester, his OPS sat at .946. Millas, a defense-first catcher, had a .519 OPS in 11 games.
The Nationals sent Adams down in June to give him consistent at-bats and some experience at first base amid their limited depth at the position. Given that he played just four games at first base with Rochester, though, Martinez said they would use him at that position only off the bench. He is slated to start at catcher Thursday.
"Getting the swing back, getting the timing back to where I wanted it was certainly a big focus," Adams said. "Felt pretty comfortable [at first base]." ...
The Nationals sent lefty reliever Jose A. Ferrer (right teres muscle strain) to Class AA Harrisburg for a rehab assignment. The Nationals want to see him pitch on back-to-back days before they recall him. He has been touching 99 mph without issue but has yet to pitch in a game at any level this season.
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Thinking of buying a new laptop? AI PCs are here.
The best things about a new wave of "AI PCs" may have nothing to do with AI.
By Chris Velazco | 2024-07-04
SAN FRANCISCO -- Gearing up to buy a new computer? Get ready to hear a lot about AI.
Over the last few weeks, Dell, HP, Samsung, Lenovo and other PC makers released nearly a dozen new Windows laptops, all packing AI processors and features. Microsoft calls them "Copilot+ PCs" -- a nod to its Copilot AI chatbot -- and you're going to see a lot of them this year, both online and at retail stores.
With prices starting at $999, some of these new types of PCs can seem like tantalizing deals, whether for you or someone heading off to school this fall. But after testing Microsoft's Surface Laptop and Lenovo's Yoga Slim 7x, one thing seems clear: The reasons an AI PC might suit you well may not have anything to do with AI.
Here's what you should know about them before you jump in.
Basically, it's tech industry slang for a computer with a processor that has a specialized part called an NPU, or neural processing unit, that's tuned to run artificial intelligence features directly on your PC.
Think of it this way: Imagine you're back in school and you desperately need help with calculus. You could try to power through it, but the smart move is tapping a math-fiend pal to help you crunch numbers. In this case, that buddy is the NPU, except instead of helping with differentials, it's doing the calculations that help generate wacky images on the fly.
While they don't look it, Microsoft's current batch of Copilot+ PCs are pretty distinct from the Windows computers you've used. That's thanks to an interesting chip choice: These PCs use processors from Qualcomm rather than Intel or AMD, which means they run a bit differently. This is mostly a good thing, but there are some downsides -- more on those later.
Here's what you have to look forward to, ranked from my most used to the least.
Studio Effects for your webcam. Some Windows 11 PCs already have these, which you can use to blur your background while on video calls. Microsoft tweaked the feature for Copilot+ PCs to include a tool for making your eyes look like you're staring straight ahead, even while you're glancing off to the side to read your notes aloud.

The example on the left is with the eye contact feature turned off. The example on the right is with the eye contact feature turned on.


Creepy? Possibly, but I don't think anyone on the other end of my Zoom calls has caught on yet.
A chatbot companion. Microsoft's Copilot chatbot is already part of Windows 11, but now you can press a dedicated button on your keyboard to start talking to it. The catch? It's really not that different from just talking to it on a website. And in some ways, Copilot is actually less capable here than before.
On Windows 11 PCs that don't have these fancy new chips in them, you can ask Copilot to interact with some of your computer's settings -- say, for switching to dark mode or setting timers. That's totally gone from Copilot+ PCs, which is a bummer for anyone hoping their parents could ask an AI to tweak their computer instead of calling over and over.

Copilot+ live-translates this Japanese YouTube video into English captions, but the results are sometimes too slow to be helpful. (Chris Velazco/The Washington Post)


Live captions and translations. Like Studio Effects, some Windows 11 PCs could already generative live captions of whatever audio is playing. Now, the feature will translate audio in 44 languages to English on the fly -- or at least that's the idea. At their best, the translations are a bit stilted, and the captions pop up just late enough to make following along tricky. And at worst, well, they don't make sense.
AI art assistance. If your MS Paint skills were as lacking as mine, you can now use the Paint app's co-creator tool to help -- just describe what you want to see, and use the usual brushes and colors to guide the AI along. It's genuinely neat, and something I'd love to see a child get familiar with it, but far from essential.
You can also just turn things over to AI entirely with an Image Creator feature -- except you have to be connected to the internet and have a Microsoft account to do it. You may as well ask ChatGPT to do it for you in the first place.

After I wrote a prompt (bottom right) and offered guidance with my doodles (left), Microsoft Paint's AI co-creator brought my silly vision to life with an AI-generated image -- labeled by The Post. (Chris Velazco/The Washington Post)


Recall. This tool, which takes screenshots of everything you do on your PC so AI can help jog your memory, was supposed to be the flagship feature of these Copilot+ computers.
Oops. It's not here yet. An uproar from security researchers who found that the feature was both turned on by default and stored potentially sensitive data insecurely forced Microsoft to pump the brakes.
They can be, even if the AI stuff is a disappointment.
Because of the chips you'll find in these Copilot+ PCs, you can expect to see some really nice battery life. Take the Surface Laptop ($999+) I've been testing: After putting it through a full day's worth of writing, taking video calls, trying out games and editing photos, it often had between 20 and 30 percent charge left before I shut its lid for the night.
On days mostly spent in a web browser, meanwhile, I could use the laptop for eight hours straight without even hitting the 50 percent mark.
That's just fantastic for a Windows laptop, and I can't overstate how nice it is to just do your thing without feeling battery dread. And that's especially true considering my test machine -- a higher-end Surface Laptop model -- felt snappy and responsive through nearly everything I threw at it.
I say "nearly" because some things I tried simply didn't work.
Blame an interesting chip quirk. All of the apps you've ever used on a Windows computer were designed for one underlying foundation, or "architecture," but Qualcomm's chips use a different one. And that means apps you want to use sometimes won't run.
In my case, that's mostly been games: They see a processor they don't expect and refuse to start. Thankfully, these PCs are clever enough to "translate" older apps to run on the new chips' architecture, but you may run into bugs and extra power drain as a result.

Bad news, gamers: Some popular games refuse to run on Copilot+ PCs. (Chris Velazco/The Washington Post)


If you mainly live in a web browser, you don't have much to worry about. But if you rely on any Windows apps or utilities -- especially older ones that may not get updated -- you'll want to hold off on a Copilot+ PC until you can make sure that the software works the way it needs to.
Apple went through similar app growing pains when it switched its computers over to Apple Silicon chips in 2020, and it's doing just fine on the other side. Microsoft and its partners are in a similar position now: Even without great AI tools, these so-called AI PCs are undeniably good at the stuff that matters -- and they stand to get better with time.
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Why work four days a week when you can work six? Greece gives it a shot.
New legislation for a longer workweek in Greece took effect in July as other countries pilot and adopt four-day workweeks.
By Danielle Abril | 2024-07-04

Tourists are seen in Monastiraki Square in Athens on June 28. (Hilary Swift/Bloomberg/Getty Images)


While the four-day workweek has picked up steam in many European countries and even at some U.S. companies, Greece is going in the opposite direction.
The country's new legislation, which took effect this week, introduced a six-day workweek for businesses that operate 24 hours with the goal of boosting productivity. Workers have the option to work up to 48 hours a week, and those who work the extra day will get a 40 percent bump in overtime pay.
The news bucks the trend of shortening the workweek to four days, which research has shown benefits productivity and employee well-being and satisfaction. Greece's government suggests the move will aid with labor shortages, ensure workers get paid for overtime and address tax evasion issues as it relates to undeclared work. But worker advocates say that Greece's new legislation probably won't produce the desired results and instead could cause unintended consequences such as high turnover, burnout, illness and even death.
"It definitely feels like a step in the wrong direction and shortsighted," said Malissa Clark, director of the University of Georgia's Healthy Work Lab, which studies work-life balance. "We know long work hours are detrimental to employee health."
In the U.S., 77 percent of workers believe a four-day, 40-hour workweek would have an extremely or somewhat positive effect on their well-being, according to a recent Gallup survey. U.S. companies that have piloted or adopted shortened workweeks say they have seen the benefits.
In many parts of Asia and other developing countries, a six-day work week is routine. But globally, more countries are also looking at slashing hours. France is among the most recent countries to pilot a four-day workweek, while Belgium became the first country to officially approve the shortened week back in 2022. Other countries that have been experimenting with the four-day workweek include Iceland, Japan and South Africa.
But hurdles to the wide adoption of the shorter week persist as many worry about staffing issues, potential productivity drops, increased costs and complex changes to operations.
Greece's move goes against much research that shows increasing hours actually hurts productivity rather than boosts it, said Brigid Schulte, director of the work-family justice program Better Life Lab at think tank New America. Instead, increasing hours often leads to workers making more mistakes, being slower on tasks, and suffering from exhaustion, stress and illness.
"The proof will be in the evidence," Schulte said. "If all of a sudden Greece turns around its economy, maybe people will take a second look. But I don't think that will happen."
Schulte also said policies like this often hurt caregivers and women, which then lowers employee and leadership diversity and increases the gender pay gap.
Greece's legislation opens the door to allowing people to work a 48-hour workweek but does not require it. And European Union laws require employers to ensure employees don't exceed 48 hours per week on average, including overtime. But Clark says Greece's legislation only creates the perception of choice because the increase in pay incentivizes people to work longer.
"You're making it difficult to turn [the pay] down," she said. "Also what are the norms and expectations going to be in the organization?"
While Greece is going against the grain and adoption of the shorter workweek has been slow, Schulte and Clark say future trends probably indicate fewer working hours versus more. Companies will continue learning how to make their processes more efficient, leverage tech and discover the benefits to workers and profits, they predict.
"It's like an organizational excellence mission in disguise," Schulte said. "Shorter work hours is better for business, people and the economy, if you do it right."
What do you think the workweek should look like? Let me know at danielle.abril@washpost.com.
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One year in, Threads hasn't overtaken X. Meta still thinks it can.
The goal is to build "a less angry place for people to share their ideas," Instagram Threads chief Adam Mosseri says. Some users aren't happy about that.
By Will Oremus, Naomi Nix | 2024-07-03
A year after it launched, Meta's newest social network has the makings of a viable rival to Elon Musk's X. With 175 million active users and partnerships with A-list celebrities like Taylor Swift, Threads combines a Twitter-like feed of text, images and videos with the brand-friendly sheen of Instagram.
But ahead of a presidential election that will play out partly on social media, one of the biggest obstacles to Threads' relevance might be self-imposed. Its leader, Instagram chief Adam Mosseri, argues Threads can surpass X without promoting the kind of content that made that app so influential in the first place: hard news, politics and hot-button social issues.
The next four months will test that theory.
Built hastily to capitalize on the turmoil of Musk's Twitter takeover, Threads attracted millions of users overnight as celebrities, politicians, Instagram users and corporate brands flocked to the simple, text-based app. For a heady moment, it looked poised to challenge or even topple the bird site as the world's virtual water cooler.
Threads is still growing, with Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg announcing Wednesday morning that it added some 25 million active users in the past three months. Yet it remains a fraction of the size of X.
Mosseri is betting that people -- and the advertisers that have long made Meta products lucrative -- are hungry for a platform that offers up-to-the-minute news and commentary about celebrities, sports teams and fashion trends, absent the headache of political debate.
The goal, he said in a recent interview, is to create "a less angry place for people to share their ideas."
That feel-good mentality was on display last week at VidCon, the annual convention for online video content creators in Anaheim, Calif. Meta hosted a sprawling "Creator Cafe," with free coffee and pastries for influencers willing to listen to its pitch for using Threads. On Thursday, the company held a Threads birthday celebration, cutting into a frosted chocolate cake festooned with black ribbons and the Threads logo on top.
Between bites, creators said they're enjoying the platform, not as an alternative to X -- which they mostly didn't use anyway -- but as a low-stakes alternative to Instagram.
Sohee Carpenter, a fitness influencer with over 639,000 followers on Instagram and under 100,000 on Threads, said she finds Threads "much more relaxed."
The appeal of influencers to Instagram users is well-established. The question is whether their posts prove as compelling to users of a fast-paced, text-heavy platform like Threads.
"Threads doesn't have a fully formed identity," said Jasmine Enberg, VP and principal analyst at Emarketer, a market research firm. To thrive in the long run, she said, "It needs a community and a purpose that isn't just cross-posting from Instagram."
When Threads launched on July 5, 2023, it entered an increasingly crowded field of would-be Twitter replacements. From wonky Mastodon to edgy Bluesky, Twitter refugees tried -- and mostly discarded -- a series of upstart alternatives.
Backed by the world's mightiest social media giant, Threads quickly lapped the field. It signed up more than 100 million users in its first five days, thanks to a built-in network of people to follow from sister app Instagram, including comedian Ellen DeGeneres, Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-N.Y.) and singer Selena Gomez. But as the novelty wore off, the app's growth stalled.
Musk said in May that X had 600 million monthly active users, which would make it more than three times Threads' size. But some independent analysts have found X has been shrinking rather than growing since Musk bought it in October 2022. Emarketer estimates X had about 56 million users in the United States at the end of 2023, compared with 29 million for Threads -- a gap it expects Threads to narrow in 2024.
Mosseri said Threads' growth isn't the result of a single bold move. Rather, he attributed it to expansion in overseas markets -- especially Japan, Taiwan and Vietnam -- some continued attrition from X and a steady stream of new features and updates from his fast-moving team. The app has also matured into a full-fledged X alternative, sprouting a chronological "following" feed, an edit button, search features, trending hashtags and a desktop version with customizable feeds (though not private messaging).
While those features were crucial to meeting the needs of Threads' "most passionate users," Mosseri said, they aren't the ones to "move the needle" of growth or engagement. "The most successful ones are the least sexy," he said.
Those include behind-the-scenes improvements to the ranking algorithm Threads uses for its default "For You" feed, which some users have criticized for serving them posts they don't like. Mosseri said Threads is getting better at "interest modeling" -- figuring out what sorts of posts each user wants -- but that "Instagram is still way better" at it.
Meta has its reasons for leaning out from politics. Americans are paying less attention to political news, according to the Pew Research Center, and trust in media brands has plummeted. The company has long said most people use platforms like Facebook and Instagram more to share updates about their lives and follow creators than to keep up with the news.
Twitter achieved cultural relevance by capitalizing on news and commentary, touting its users' "citizen journalism" as a superior alternative to newspapers. But advertisers have long shied from the platform because of its toxicity and lackluster marketing tools. Major brands often avoid placing ads near political content, preferring to promote their products alongside less contentious topics.
Meta initially thought of Threads as an Instagram for words -- a place for influencers, celebrities and ordinary social media users to share text-based updates with friends and followers. (Before it was called Threads, the team half-jokingly referred to the project as Textagram.).
But Gen Z -- which gravitated to TikTok and the ephemeral photo-sharing app Snapchat -- was unlikely to stick to text even for commentary. Meta says 1 in 4 Threads posts includes at least one photo.
Mosseri said he now thinks of Threads as a place not just "for conversations," but to comment on events unfolding in real time, from sports to TV shows to natural disasters -- topics that tend to grow stale if people don't see them right away. Accordingly, Threads has twiddled the knobs on its "For You" algorithm -- originally adapted from Instagram's slower-paced system -- to emphasize more recent posts.
"It's still a little bit too slow," Mosseri said. "But we are getting better."
He cited a 4.8-magnitude earthquake that rattled the East Coast in April. "You know when there's an earthquake and everyone posts, 'Was that an earthquake?'" he said, referring to a phenomenon long associated with Twitter. "The first time that actually happened in real time on Threads, it was like, 'OK, we're starting to make some progress.'"
Threads has notched some limited wins in the pop-culture realm, with celebrities like Serena Williams, Cardi B and Shonda Rhimes posting regularly. Still, most stars seem content to stick with Instagram.
In April, economy-disrupting musician Taylor Swift made her debut on Threads to promote her latest album. The app invested engineering resources in the promotion, creating a specialized shimmer effect and celebratory hearts to reactions or shares of Swift-related content. The album was one of the top five Tags of the last three months, along with "PhotographyThreads, "BookThreads," "GymThreads" and "ArtThreads," according to the company.
Despite her 10 million Threads followers, Swift hasn't posted on the app since April.
Mosseri acknowledged that he has struggled to articulate and defend the company's stance on news and politics. Social media platforms -- including Meta's -- have long been influential in politics and social movements, from amplifying the Arab Spring and #MeToo movements to Donald Trump's political career.
"It's not that we're not interested in news," Mosseri said. "What we don't want to do is amplify politics," he said, by showing posts about elections, wars or even "social issues" to users who don't want to see those things.
For instance, showing someone a "hot take that is either very pro-Palestine or very pro-Israel" could cause problems in a number of ways, he said. Recommending that post to users who already agree with it could reinforce an "echo chamber" effect, while recommending it to users who disagree risks turning the site into "an anger factory."
Politicians seem to have taken the hint. A Washington Post analysis turned up official Threads accounts for fewer than 100 members of Congress. And among those, there's a vast partisan split: About 1 in 5 Democratic lawmakers posted on the app at least once in June, while just nine Republicans -- or 3 percent -- did the same. About 97 percent of members of Congress from both parties posted on X in June.
Meta has been cagey about how it determines which posts and accounts count as political and how it defines social issues. Spokeswoman Seine Kim said the company uses machine-learning algorithms to identify potentially political posts and accounts on Threads and Instagram so that it can avoid recommending them to people who don't already follow those accounts. She noted that users on both platforms can change their settings to opt in to political recommendations.
For now, Threads remains content to court influencers, creators and entertainers, and Mosseri said he doesn't expect it to fully replace X. That may leave the social media market more fractured than it was before, forcing people to use multiple networks to find the same audience and content they once had on Twitter.
But Anil Dash, a software executive who has built tools for social media developers, said the lack of a single "Twitter killer" might be healthy for the broader social media ecosystem.
"You don't make something healthier than McDonald's by making another fast-food restaurant," he said. "You do it by having lots of different choices, including some fun local restaurants and good ingredients. Same goes for tech -- a mix of lots of different options, some more healthy, some more mom-and-pop."
Taylor Lorenz, Jeremy Merrill and Hayden Godfrey contributed to this report.
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'Horse detective' adopts wild mustangs, reunites them with herds
"When they're rounded up, a lot of them slip through the cracks and go to unloving homes," said Clare Staples, founder of the nonprofit Skydog Ranch and Sanctuary.
By Cathy Free | 2024-07-04

Clare Staples with a mustang that now lives at her Skydog Ranch and Sanctuary in Bend, Ore. (Skydog Ranch and Sanctuary)


Clare Staples was an entertainment producer in Los Angeles when she learned about a decades-long dispute involving the plight of wild mustangs.
The controversy centered on whether wild horses should run free in western states. Advocates said herds should run free on federal lands, while ranchers complained the feral horses ruined grazing fields that are shared with cattle.
Staples was immediately and firmly in the "run free" camp.
With help from her husband, Christopher Polk Read, Staples started a nonprofit in 2016 and began taking in mustangs that were rounded up by the Bureau of Land Management, posting stories about them on Facebook and Instagram. The horses were rounded up to comply with land use plans and keep rangeland healthy, according to the Bureau of Land Management. They're either sold at auction or held in corrals and fields.
"On the day they're rounded up, these horse families are never going to see each other again," said Staples, 59, founder of the nonprofit Skydog Ranch and Sanctuary, a refuge for wild mustangs and burros that have been purchased at auction and rescued from kill pens and neglectful owners. She also runs two smaller ranches in Malibu, Calif.
Staples began purchasing the horses and working to reunite as many of them as possible with members of their original herds at her 9,000-acre ranch in Bend, Ore. She also rescued wild donkeys from kill pens and took in horses that had been relinquished to other animal rescue agencies.
"I thought I could become a horse detective of sorts and help reunite some of them," she said.

Rescued mustangs at Skydog Ranch and Sanctuary roam freely on 9,000 acres. (Scott Wilson)


She's purchased dozens of horses over the years at Bureau of Land Management auctions, including about 15 mustangs specifically so she could reunite them with other horses at her sanctuary that came from the same wild herds, she said. Portland's KOIN 6 recently reported on her efforts.
"We're able to track some of them down by identifying markings with help from photographers who have followed them," Staples said.
"It's a beautiful thing when you can see a wrong righted and witness a happy reunion," she said, noting that mustangs form tight bonds in the wild and remember each other over long periods of time if they're separated.
"Sometimes it's just a boy and a girl horse that were together in the wild, but we have also reunited a mother with her twins," Staples said.

These wild mustangs were among 867 captured during a 2022 roundup in Colorado's Piceance Basin. (Scott Wilson)


Photographer and wild horse advocate Scott Wilson is among those who supply Staples with photos so she can try to match horses that were captured during the same roundup.
"We have a good record of these horses in the wild, so she will go to an auction with a family in mind," Wilson said. "The federal government isn't presenting you with a family at auction. You're just getting tag numbers."
"If you're looking for a horse with a tiny white patch over its left eye, Clare will do everything she can to find that horse using photographic documentation," he said.
One of Staples's most joyful reunions involved a horse named Blue Zeus and nine members of his family, she said. She had followed photographs of Bleu Zeus and his Wyoming herd for years on social media, and she said she was devastated when she learned in 2020 that the band of horses had been run into a Bureau of Land Management trap by a helicopter.
"He and his family were separated after the roundup, and we spent a year tracking them down," she said. "There were a lot of happy tears to see him running with his family again at the ranch."
Staples posted an emotional video of the 2021 reunion on YouTube, and a documentary will be released about Blue Zeus's rescue this fall.
"When they're rounded up, a lot of them slip through the cracks and go to unloving homes," she said.

These horses are among 260 mustangs roaming free on Clare Staples's ranch sanctuary in Bend, Ore. (Scott Wilson)


The conflict between ranchers and wild horse advocates has been simmering for decades, beginning in the 1950s when Velma Bronn Johnston mobilized the public after learning that mustangs were being rounded up by ranchers in Nevada and taken to slaughterhouses.
Currently, about 260 wild horses and 60 burros live at Staples's Oregon sanctuary where they graze, run free and are generally left alone unless they need medical attention, she said. The ranch takes in about 25 equines, both horses and donkeys, each year, using donations to help feed them and pay for veterinary care.
"Wild donkeys have been a big part of our sanctuary from the beginning," Staples said. "They're beautiful, calm and very curious animals."
Most of the burros and horses were rounded up in Oregon and nine other western states by the Bureau of Land Management, then adopted or auctioned for a minimum of $125.

Wild horses are rounded up with a Bureau of Land Management helicopter in northwestern Colorado in 2022. (Scott Wilson)


Staples said her love for horses began as a child growing up in Cobham, England, where she found comfort in her neighbors' horse pastures.
"I would go to the fields where the horses were and I'd sit and talk to them and tell them all my problems," she said.
At age 10, she said she let out every horse in a local riding stable one day.
"I thought the horses would rather be out running in the fields," Staples recalled.
Fifty years later, she still feels that way.

Clare Staples with a pair of rescued mustangs at her ranch in Bend, Ore. (Skydog Ranch and Sanctuary)


The Bureau of Land Management plans to capture 20,000 equines this year, which would leave an estimated 67,000 (including about 14,000 new foals) roaming free in 10 western states, said Jason Lutterman, public affairs specialist for the Bureau of Land Management's Wild Horse and Burro Program.
That's far fewer than the large herds found on the land in the 1800s, when there were an estimated 2 million wild horses.
"It's really sad to watch their numbers decrease every year," Staples said.

A band of wild horses in northwestern Colorado. (Scott Wilson)


Although the Wild Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act of 1971 made it illegal to harass or kill wild horses on federal land, people still illegally kill them.
In 2022, 25 mustangs were shot to death and left inside Arizona's Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests, while 16 were shot in southeastern Utah. Last year, 31 mustangs were killed during a Bureau of Land Management helicopter roundup of 2,000 horses in Nevada.
Those that are captured are put in holding pens and are at risk for disease, Staples said.

A colt is captured during a Bureau of Land Management roundup in Colorado in 2022. (Scott Wilson)


Lutterman said there are currently about 60,000 captured mustangs in Bureau of Land Management holding corrals and pastures awaiting new homes.
"If they end up not being adopted or auctioned, they'll graze there for the rest of their lives," he said, adding that each person who purchases a wild horse at auction must sign an affidavit stating they won't sell the animal to slaughter.
"We hold the title for the animal up to a year and do a compliance check to make sure the horse or burro is being well cared for," Lutterman said. After the year is over, the equines are still protected under the 1971 act, he said.

Staples with a rescued horse named Scout at the Skydog Ranch and Sanctuary. (Skydog Ranch and Sanctuary )


Staples said looking back, she's never felt more of a purpose in her life than rescuing and reuniting wild mustangs.
"When I turned 50, I sat down to find out what made me happy and what I could do that was more purpose driven," she said. "I realized that many of my happiest times were because horses had come into my life and saved me."
"I decided it was time for me to save them right back," Staples said.

After Blue Zeus was captured in Wyoming in 2020, Clare Staples eventually tracked him down at an adoption event for older horses and brought him to her sanctuary in Oregon. (Jamie Baldanza)


"Wild horses have such deep bonds. Who are we as humans to think we're the only species that cares about their family?" she said.
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Hurricane Beryl tracker: Map and projected storm path
Hurricane Beryl, now a Category 4,  is expected to bring Hurricane conditions to Jamaica on Wednesday and the Cayman Islands Wednesday night
By Nick Kirkpatrick, Dylan Moriarty, Szu Yu  Chen | 2024-07-03
Hurricane Beryl is now a Category 4, downgraded from a "potentially catastrophic" Category 5 hurricane by the National Hurricane Center -- the first ever to reach that strength in the Atlantic during the month of July.
While forecasts indicate that Beryl is weakening, the hurricane is still expected to bring "devastating hurricane-force winds, life-threatening storm surge and damaging waves" to Jamaica on Wednesday, according to the National Hurricane Center. Heavy rainfall is expected in Jamaica and southern Haiti which may cause "life threatening flash flooding and mudslides."
As of 2 p.m. Eastern, Beryl was 45 miles south of Kingston, Jamaica, moving west-northwest at about 18 mph. The center of Beryl is expected to pass near or over Jamaica in the next several hours. It has maximum sustained winds are near 140 mph.
After passing Jamaica, Beryl will bring hurricane conditions to the Cayman Islands Wednesday night and Thursday. The hurricane will turn further west and is expected to continue weakening before reaching the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico Thursday night or Friday morning. Parts of the Yucatan Peninsula and Belize are expected to see damaging winds, dangerous storm surge and heavy rainfall starting Thursday night.
Through the weekend and into early next week the forecast remains uncertain, the National Hurricane Service said. Beryl could pose a risk to coastal Mexico and South Texas as it moves west or if it were to turn north over the gulf to coastal Texas and Louisiana.
The storm, fueled by record-warm waters, made landfall on Grenada's Carriacou Island on Monday as an "extremely dangerous" Category 4 hurricane before it strengthened to a Category 5 later that night. The rate at which Beryl strengthen and its intensity is extremely unusual for this time of year.
On Tuesday, Grenada and the nation of St. Vincent and the Grenadines were reeling from a storm that probably will be the region's most intense hurricane on record.
Hurricane season historically peaks around mid-September, and this season could be the worst in decades, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration says. Government meteorologists predict 17 to 25 tropical storms this year, including four to seven that could become major hurricanes.
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Students who enrolled in fake school ICE used in sting can sue, judges rule
The decision allows students who paid the University of Farmington, which was set up by the government to root out visa fraud, to sue to recoup their payments.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-07-04

At first glance, the University of Farmington's website looked legitimate. But court filings revealed that the school's "staff" actually consisted of undercover Department of Homeland Security agents. (Screengrab/University of Farmington)


In 2018, Teja Ravi paid $12,500 to pursue a master's degree at the University of Farmington, which he thought was an accredited school in Michigan, he said in court documents.
But Farmington, it turned out, was fake. The Department of Homeland Security had set it up to ensnare foreign nationals who had come to the United States on student visas -- a sting operation federal prosecutors revealed in 2019, the year after Ravi enrolled.
Last week, a federal appeals court ruling created an opening for Ravi and other students to sue the government after receiving no classes or other education in exchange for the tuition they paid to Farmington. The ruling reverses a 2022 dismissal of a class-action lawsuit Ravi filed, accusing the federal government of breach of contract.
Anna Nathanson, an attorney who represents Ravi, said in a statement that the appeals decision gives the students who were "unjustly targeted" an opportunity "to have their day in court."
DHS's Immigration and Customs Enforcement declined to comment on the decision.
Ravi was one of hundreds who enrolled at Farmington, which was set up in 2015, but did not actually have any classes or professors and was instead being run by undercover ICE agents.
When he applied to Farmington in 2018, Ravi, a citizen of India, was already enrolled at a California university under a five-year student visa, according to his 2020 class-action complaint. He was interested in the information technology master's program that Farmington advertised, which "he hoped would make him a more attractive candidate to prospective employers," the complaint states.
But after enrolling and paying $12,500 in tuition, Ravi did not receive information about classes, even after contacting people he believed were Farmington administrators, according to the lawsuit.
Ravi also went on the university's website to check its accreditation, which was listed as valid, the complaint states, adding that Farmington "created what appeared to be a legitimate web presence."
Farmington's website featured photos of a modern campus, information about its science, technology, engineering, and mathematics program, and alerts about inclement weather for students, The Washington Post previously reported. It was also included on a DHS list of certified schools where international students could enroll.
"Ultimately, there was no reason for a student applying from abroad to know or have a suspicion that Farmington was a fake university," the complaint states.
In January 2019, a federal indictment revealed that the fake university was an undercover ICE operation. Dozens of students who enrolled at Farmington were arrested on immigration violations. Eight people were also accused of working as recruiters for the school. Federal prosecutors said those people helped hundreds of students, who knew Farmington wasn't real, enroll in the school so they could remain in the United States under the pretext of studying at an academic institution. All of those charged in the case pleaded guilty, Insider Higher Ed reported.
Ravi left the United States for India, according to the appeals panel ruling, and he was not arrested or charged. He later filed the class-action lawsuit, which was dismissed before the appellate judges reversed that decision last week.
The panel specified that its ruling was not about whether ICE was authorized to conduct its operation, but if the federal government had "engaged in the sale of services," the judges wrote. They determined the students who paid to enroll at Farmington could sue the federal government for breach of contract and seek refunds for their tuition payments.
The June 25 ruling sends Ravi's case back to trial court, according to his attorneys.
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Tex. judge blocks move to close migrant shelter, calls AG's actions 'outrageous'
A judge blocked Texas's attempt to shutter a decades-old migrant shelter network in a pair of rulings Tuesday, calling Ken Paxton's actions "intolerable."
By Anumita Kaur, Maria Luisa Paul | 2024-07-03

Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton (R) (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


A state district court judge blocked Texas's attempt to shutter a decades-old migrant shelter network near the U.S.-Mexico border Tuesday, calling Republican Attorney General Ken Paxton's actions "outrageous and intolerable."
Paxton earlier this year demanded that Annunciation House, which operates several shelters serving migrants and refugees, turn over records showing the names of those it housed. The nonprofit filed a lawsuit asking a judge to rule on the request; the attorney general responded with a countersuit seeking the closure of the shelters and accusing the nonprofit of violating smuggling laws.
Judge Francisco X. Dominguez of the 205th District Court shot down the effort in a pair of rulings, writing that Paxton's allegations were unfounded and his request for documents violated the Fourth Amendment protection against unreasonable searches. Thus, his ruling said, it was void and unenforceable.
"The Texas Attorney General's use of the request to examine documents from Annunciation House was a pretext to justify its harassment of Annunciation House employees and the persons seeking refuge," Dominguez, a Democrat elected to the bench in 2014, wrote. In seeking the shelter's records, the attorney general was fishing for "evidence of alleged criminal activity all along," the judge wrote, adding: "This is outrageous and intolerable."
The attorney general's office did not immediately respond to request for comment; it's unclear whether the office will appeal. Paxton has argued that Annunciation's sites operate as a "criminal enterprise," designed to "facilitate illegal border crossings" and "conceal illegally present aliens from law enforcement."
Any organization "facilitating the unlawful entry of illegal aliens into Texas is undermining the rule of law and potentially jeopardizing the safety and wellbeing of our citizens," Paxton said in a March statement.

Jerome Wesevich, a lawyer with Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, represents Annunciation House during a hearing in March. (Gaby Velasquez/AP)


Annunciation House is a faith-based network of shelters headquartered in El Paso. It has taken in thousands of undocumented immigrants for nearly five decade. Working in collaboration with U.S. immigration officials, the shelters provide migrants with food, clothes and a first home in the United States. Its leader, Ruben Garcia, sees the work as a religious calling -- to help the most vulnerable, no matter how they arrived.
But as Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) has clamped down on illegal immigration, state investigators raised questions about the organization, and in court records claimed that the shelters are "stash houses" sheltering the undocumented from authorities. Meanwhile, the shelter network drew praise from the highest echelons of the Catholic Church, with Pope Francis in May denouncing the investigation into the organization as "madness."
In a statement in May, Paxton alleged that the network of shelters engages in what he deemed "systemic criminal conduct" and said his office had "obtained sworn testimony" showing that "Annunciation House's operations are designed to facilitate illegal border crossings and to conceal illegally present aliens from law enforcement."
Those claims stem from testimony from one of his office's investigators, who was sent to monitor the shelters in February, according to court records. In his affidavit, the investigator said he saw Garcia delivering groceries to a shelter where "several Hispanic individuals from adults to small children [were] seen entering and leaving." The investigator noted that three people had keys to the shelter, while everyone else had to ring a doorbell.
Those observations, Paxton wrote in a court filing, "showed that Annunciation House operates in an unusually covert way." Annunciation's attorneys have said that's how migrant shelters operate for the safety of their guests and staff.
Annunciation House filed a lawsuit asking a judge to rule on whether to release any of the documents Paxton was seeking. The attorney general responded with the countersuit seeking the shelter's closure.
Supporters of Annunciation House celebrated Tuesday's ruling.
"Annunciation House and its volunteers have been important partners to the federal government, helping provide temporary shelter to migrants released by CBP," Rep. Veronica Escobar (D-Tex.), whose district includes El Paso, posted on social media. "I'm relieved Ken Paxton's repugnant political attack, which wasted state and local resources and targeted a community leader, was struck down by the court."
Jerome Wesevich, an attorney at the Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, which represented Annunciation House, said Paxton's efforts were "purely political."
"There is no legal basis for closing a nonprofit that provides social services to refugees, period," Wesevich said.
Paxton's office has routinely sought evidence of alleged criminal activity by demanding documents from nonprofits, companies and medical centers. Since 2022, Paxton has in more than a dozen instances leveraged Texas's consumer protection laws to investigate organizations "whose work conflicts in some way with his political views or the views of his conservative base," according to an analysis by ProPublica and the Texas Tribune.
As part of his probe into transgender youths receiving gender-affirming care, Paxton in November requested patient records from out-of-state medical facilities in Georgia and Washington. Earlier this year, he demanded membership records from PLFAG, an LGBTQ+ advocacy group. Critics decried those efforts as government overreach.
Wesevich said immigration-focused nonprofits have increasingly become the target of such probes, referencing similar investigations into Catholic Charities in the Rio Grande Valley, Team Brownsville and the Equal Justice Center.
With Tuesday's ruling, "we hope that all of these materials will educate the Attorney General in how to properly conduct investigations," Wesevich said. "Nobody says that the Attorney General doesn't have any right to conduct investigations, but there are legal ways to do it."
Arelis R. Hernandez contributed to this report.
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Live updates: Britain votes in election that may end 14 years of Conservative rule
Rishi Sunak and his center-right Conservative Party may be on the way out, replaced by Keir Starmer and the left-leaning Labour Party.
By William Booth, Karla Adam, Leo Sands, Jennifer Hassan, Adela Suliman, Annabelle Timsit, Morgan Coates, Naomi Schanen, Victoria Bisset, Adam Taylor | 2024-07-04
LONDON -- For Britain, this is a turn-the-page, night-and-day kind of election. After 14 years, the Conservative Party may be on the way out, replaced by an energized Labour Party led by former lefty lawyer turned ruthless centrist Keir Starmer. Campaigning for this surprise snap election lasted just a merciful six weeks. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak's campaign has been dogged by gaffes and micro-scandals. Voters appear impatient with Tory promises of a sunlit tomorrow. They are ready for Labour.
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Man sentenced to prison for carrying 6-inch replica Zelda sword
The man argued the replica Master Sword from the Legend of Zelda games was being used as a "fidget" toy to keep his hands busy, but police said that was no excuse.
By Adela Suliman | 2024-07-04

Anthony Bray, 48, has been jailed for four months for brandishing a Legend of Zelda replica sword. The miniature replica featured a six-inch blade inside a sheath, which could be released with the press of a button. (Courtesy of Warwickshire Police)


LONDON -- A man in Britain has been sentenced to four months in prison and a fine of $196 after wielding a replica sword from the Legend of Zelda Nintendo computer video games on the street.
Anthony Bray, 48, was named by Warwickshire police this week and sentenced for "being found in possession of a bladed article in public," police said in a statement.
"The article in question was a small replica of the Master Sword from the Legend of Zelda games, which had a total blade length of 6 inches," police added.
The Master Sword is a signature weapon that is frequently featured in the Legend of Zelda series and a recognizable prop in the game franchise released in the 1980s that is enjoyed by gamers globally. The sword features a blue and yellow handle and sheath and has the ability to vanquish evil and destroy magical barriers, according to fan websites of the game that follows young hero Link among a cast of other characters.
Britain has one of the lowest gun homicide rates in the world and some of the strictest gun laws, including comprehensive background checks. However, knife crime remains an issue, with more than 50,000 offenses involving a sharp instrument recorded by police in the year ending March 2023, according to government data.
It is illegal to carry most knives in public in the United Kingdom without a good reason. There are a small number of exceptions, including folding pocketknives that have a cutting edge no longer than 3 inches.
Police said they approached Bray after CCTV footage showed him walking in the center of Nuneaton, a market town in central England, on June 8 with something in his hand.
Bray argued that the sword was being used as a "fidget" -- a toy that he had purchased to keep his hands busy, according to the police statement.
"Officers tried to explain to Bray that, despite its intended purpose, it was in fact a sharply pointed item which could be used as a weapon and might put others in fear of it being used against them," the statement added.

Anthony Bray, 48, has been jailed for four months for brandishing a Legend of Zelda replica sword. (Courtesy of Warwickshire Police)


In police interviews, Bray underscored that he had no intention of using the elaborate sword as a weapon, police said, although he acknowledged that it could be perceived as threatening by others.
"We take a zero tolerance to bladed articles in public, and Bray has fallen afoul of this," said Sgt. Fern Spellman of the Patrol Investigations Unit. "It is possible to find fidget toys that aren't six-inch blades. It is possible not to walk down the street holding them out in front of you," she added.
A Warwickshire police spokesperson  told The Post by email Thursday that the replica Master Sword has been destroyed.
"There are significant concerns about serious violence involving bladed articles in Warwickshire," he said, with "several incidents" recently in Nuneaton, "one of which is reported to have led to the sad loss of a young man's life in the town centre."
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Can the king vote, and does he have a role in elections?
The monarch and royal family members abstain from voting to stay above party politics, but there is no law preventing them, just convention.
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-07-04

Prince Edward, left, Queen Camilla, King Charles III and Prince William at St Giles' Cathedral in Edinburgh, Scotland, on Wednesday. (Andrew Milligan/Reuters)


LONDON -- Thursday's general election is the nation's first since King Charles III took the throne. But can the reigning monarch -- and senior members of the royal family -- vote in the election?
They can, but they don't.
Welcome to Britain's constitutional monarchy, where kings reign, but they do not rule.
The monarch and royal family members "choose to abstain" from voting, royal commentator Richard Fitzwilliams said. "Anything else would violate the need under our unwritten constitution for the monarchy to be above party politics."
After wielding absolute power across Britain for centuries, the monarchy has evolved into an institution that, on one hand, is head of the military, the church, the judiciary and the civil service and has the power to dissolve Parliament and reject laws and, on the other, wields none of these.
Instead, it is a symbolic institution that must appear above the cut and thrust of party politics without seeming to favor any side. So the royals don't vote.
Robert Hazell, professor of government and the constitution at University College London, echoed Fitzwilliams's remarks, noting that "by convention," senior royals, like the monarch, "do not vote, to preserve the political neutrality of the royal family."
The monarch is expected to be "politically neutral on all matters," though there is a role to play in elections, and in general, the king is able to "advise and warn" ministers when necessary, according to the official royal website, which doesn't elaborate on what that would entail.
For a general election to take place, Britain's prime minister must request that the monarch dissolve Parliament -- which Rishi Sunak did in May. Once the election result is in, the king will ask the leader of the winning party to form a government.
"The king effectively has no discretion: He must appoint as PM that person who is most likely to be able to command the confidence of the House of Commons," Hazell said. "If Labour win the election, as currently predicted, Sunak would tender his resignation, and the king would invite [Keir] Starmer to form a new government."
The monarch typically holds a weekly meeting with the prime minister to talk about government matters, and the discussion "is entirely private," the royal website notes -- and long the subject of speculation by historians.
Jeff King, a law professor at University College London, said that "the rules relating to the power of members of the royal family to vote are regulated by constitutional convention and not by statute law."
Convention, he explained, is different from tradition.
"Conventions are 'binding' in an important sense, although they are political and not legal in character," he said, adding that "most of the rules structuring how government works are conventional in character and assembled in the Cabinet Manual," which serves as a guide to laws, conventions and rules on the operation of government.
"Some conventions have come under strain in recent years, but the convention to the monarch not voting is a clear rule," King said.
"The monarch has a constitutional duty not to be drawn into party political matters," King said, citing the manual. "This is crucial for when the monarch exercises the power to appoint a prime minister in the situation where no party has an overall majority of the House of Commons."
Though traditionally not discussed by members of the royal family, Prince Harry brought up his inability to vote in 2020 when he and his wife, Meghan, made a TV appearance urging Americans to participate in their elections.
"Many of you may not know that I haven't been able to vote in the U.K. my entire life," he said.
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Biden faces a high-stakes summit with his presidency in the spotlight
Dozens of foreign leaders will descend on Washington next week for a show of NATO unity and celebration. But Biden's faltering performance has them preparing for Trump.
By Karen DeYoung, Michael Birnbaum, Missy Ryan | 2024-07-04

Voter concerns about President Biden's age date back to 2019. Fallout from his poor debate performance has made it an inflection point for his reelection bid.


President Biden's faltering performance in last week's debate has raised new concerns among allies already worried about the possibility of a second Trump presidency as they head to Washington in coming days for a U.S.-hosted NATO summit.
An event that the White House anticipated would project Biden's global leadership and deliver a foreign policy victory at a key campaign moment -- less than a week before the Republican National Convention -- now has taken on new meaning.
The substantive summit agenda remains, focused on support for Ukraine and its path toward NATO membership, as well as alliance unity, burden-sharing and modernization. On Wednesday, Biden's national security team was preparing his remarks -- known in alliance parlance as "interventions" -- for the main summit plenary meetings and firming up a schedule for bilateral sessions with individual government heads on the sidelines.
But the debate stumbles have amplified existing apprehension -- shared by many alliance members -- that Biden's reelection campaign is in trouble and that they risk a return to the troubled years of Donald Trump's disdain for NATO, insults to his fellow Western leaders and praise of adversaries such as Russian President Vladimir Putin.
"What they're worried about is Trump, not Biden," suggested a White House official, one of several U.S. and foreign officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive diplomatic and security issues.
A major question is whether Biden can navigate the complicated web of interactions over the three-day event that will involve nearly 40 leaders, their entourages, a swirl of complicated one-on-one meetings and the pressures of being the most important NATO leader at a moment when any misstep could spell political doom.
Biden administration officials said there had been no thought of limiting the president's exposure at the summit and noted that a solo news conference that had been penciled in on early agenda drafts has now been firmly scheduled.

President Biden meets with NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg in the Oval Office on June 17. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


In the wake of the rising turmoil unleashed by the debate, a senior official from one NATO country said the summit was a welcome moment to assess Biden in the flesh and make plans accordingly. This official said leaders would be eyeing the president's comportment in all of their interactions with him: at the summit itself, a reception, a Wednesday dinner for leaders and their spouses, and during one-on-one sessions.
Regardless of what is brought up in public, "I think you can't escape the political overtones of this summit, where it's occurring, when it's occurring, what it's bookended by in terms of the ... debate and the convention," John Deni, a senior fellow at the Atlantic Council's Scowcroft Center for Strategy and Security, said Monday at a NATO preview event held in Washington.
While the 75th anniversary NATO summit is designed as a show of strength to alliance rivals, questions about Biden's health have already posed a major distraction that could undermine summit goals, analysts said. "That's the unfortunate reality," said Andrea Kendall-Taylor, director of the Transatlantic Security Program at the Center for a New American Security and a former senior intelligence officer focused on Russia.
"If he puts on a decent performance, then maybe they're all back to where they were before, saying 'the media in America is so overblown,'" Kendall-Taylor said. "I do think it'll go a long way in shaping their sense of his future and the future of the Democratic Party."
Just as it has dismissed the debate as a "bad night" for Biden and touted domestic policy accomplishments over the past three years, the White House this week focused attention on what it considers NATO's successes during Biden's term, from unity and support for Ukraine and the admission of Sweden and Finland.
"NATO has become stronger ... and has gained two more countries because of this president's leadership," White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre told reporters Wednesday.

White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre holds a briefing at the White House on Wednesday. (Elizabeth Frantz/Reuters)


In response to a barrage of questions from reporters about Biden's mental acuity and physical stamina, Jean-Pierre pointed to foreign leaders, who "have seen the president personally up close for the past three years," she said. "They have talked about his leadership. They have commended his leadership. ... They have been proud to see him as president of the United States after what they experienced in the last administration."
As proof, she noted that German Chancellor Olaf Scholz, in an interview on the sidelines of last month's Group of Seven meeting in Italy, praised Biden as "one of the most experienced politicians in the world" and "a man who knows exactly what he is doing."
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Jean-Pierre added, described the president after a February phone conversation as "very clear and focused."
But the offering of a few foreign leader testimonials seemed to underline the concerns expressed by others at home and abroad as Biden moves into the spotlight and seeks to project both domestic vigor and international power.
Ivo Daalder, who served as U.S. ambassador to NATO during the Obama administration, said that the summit in many ways will play to Biden's strengths, presenting him with opportunities to rub elbows with friendly leaders and be at the center of attention as other leaders make requests of the United States.
Also playing in the president's favor in what will be a closely scrutinized event, he said, is the widespread fear of Trump's return, making Biden the person who stands between them and the potential for drama and even ruin of the alliance.
"Everyone will hope that the next NATO meeting will be with him, too," he said of Biden.
Still, many NATO countries had started to hedge their bets even before last week. For months, embassies and officials have been engaged in a frantic effort to build ties to Americans seen as likely future members of Trump's foreign policy team, both to glean assessments of how he might position the United States in the world and to curry favor.
Staffs at the summit will be huddling and "comparing notes," trying to plumb the reality of Trump's threats and promises, James J. Townsend Jr., a former Pentagon official for European and NATO policy, said at the Atlantic Council event.
"Do you take him literally or do you take him, you know, with a grain of salt," he said. "And frankly ... if he gets elected, if should he find himself in the White House, we'll just have to see where he's going."
While it may not come up in public, Townsend said, "after this latest debate, that's definitely going to be what's talked about in the corridors."
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Hurricane Beryl leaves storm-tossed Jamaica, heads for Cayman Islands
The storm has been downgraded to Category 3 but is still expected to be "at or near major hurricane intensity" as it passes the Cayman Islands.
By Matthew Cappucci, Justine McDaniel, Amanda Coletta, Scott Dance, Anumita Kaur, Kelly Kasulis Cho | 2024-07-04
Hurricane Beryl swept by Jamaica late Wednesday and is forecast to bring forceful and potentially destructive winds as it passes south of the Cayman Islands.
The eye of the hurricane was about 110 miles southeast of Grand Cayman as of 2 a.m. Eastern time, according to a National Hurricane Center update. It has been downgraded to a Category 3 hurricane, with maximum wind speeds of up to 125 miles per hour, but is still expected to be "at or near major hurricane intensity" as it passes the area, the update said.
After passing south of the Cayman Islands, Beryl is expected to move through the Yucatan Peninsula late Thursday night and Friday.
Flooding swept the eastern end of Jamaica, and many residents had evacuated their homes. The maximum sustained winds in the eyewall were estimated at 130 mph at the time, making Beryl a Category 4 hurricane. In Kingston, winds gusted to 81 mph.
Almost 500 people had sought safety in shelters on Jamaica by Wednesday evening, according to the prime minister's office. Wind thrashed trees, snapped power lines and tore roofs off buildings, according to photos from the Jamaica Observer. One photo showed a church with a caved-in ceiling, the sky exposed through what was left of its roof.
The storm first hit Grenada, St. Vincent and other Caribbean islands on Monday, leaving behind widespread destruction -- particularly on the Grenadian islands of Carriacou and Petite Martinique -- and killing at least four people. Another three deaths were reported in Venezuela.
Beryl is only the first hurricane of the 2024 season and became the earliest-forming Category 5 on record in the Atlantic. Its early arrival marks the start of what forecasters have predicted will be a particularly busy hurricane season.
"This is almost like a game changer," said Oliver Mair, Jamaica's consul general in Miami. "To have this size hurricane so early in the season, it's frightening."
Beryl had weakened by the time it brushed past Jamaica, but it was still considered an "extremely dangerous" Category 4 storm, according to the National Hurricane Center. Onshore winds along Jamaica's south coast threatened a serious storm surge of 6 to 9 feet.
As the storm closed in, Jamaica ordered evacuations, and Prime Minister Andrew Holness urged residents under those orders and in any low-lying areas to head to shelters before conditions deteriorated.
A 24-hour curfew was put in place at 6 a.m. Wednesday, Mair said. He cited a "very good response" to the call to evacuate, saying Jamaicans were taking the storm's threat seriously upon hearing of the destruction on other islands. By early afternoon, heavy flooding had already begun on the eastern end of the island, he said.
"Though we have prayed for the best, we know that there will be some level of damage," Mair told The Washington Post. "There has been a big effort to move individuals from low-lying, flood-prone regions to shelters."

Video taken on July 2 showed the widespread damage Hurricane Beryl left behind on the Grenadian islands of Carriacou. The storm wiped out much of the island's e


The hurricane continues to move west after making landfall Monday on Grenada's Carriacou Island. Meanwhile, the battered islands in Beryl's wake were beginning to assess the damage.
Grenadian officials said at a news conference late Tuesday that nearly 98 percent of homes and buildings on the hard-hit islands of Carriacou and Petite Martinique were either damaged or destroyed, including Carriacou's Princess Royal Hospital and its airport. The electrical grid is mostly destroyed, they said, making communications difficult, if not impossible.
Grenadian Prime Minister Dickon Mitchell, who visited Carriacou on Monday, said the hurricane has left the people of Carriacou and Petite Martinique "light-years behind."
"It is almost Armageddon-like, almost total damage or destruction of all buildings, whether they be public buildings, homes or other private facilities," he said. "Complete devastation and destruction of agriculture, complete and total destruction of the natural environment. There is literally no vegetation left anywhere on the island of Carriacou."
Shawn Charles, the country's chief medical officer, said that damage had rendered the Princess Royal Hospital in Carriacou "basically unusable" and that at least three patients had been transferred to the main island for emergency care. Grenadian officials said Wednesday that while there was no shortage of volunteers to aid recovery efforts in Petite Martinique and Carriacou, there were few places on those islands for them to stay.
At a news conference in Florida on Tuesday, Dianne Perrotte, Grenada's deputy consul general in Miami, said the islands are looking for donations of mattresses, sleeping bags, food and other supplies, as the airports slowly reopen for aid flights.
More than 400 people were staying at 20 shelters in Grenada and roughly 1,700 people were being housed in 71 facilities in St. Vincent and the Grenadines, the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs reported Wednesday.
Grenadian officials have said at least three people were killed by the hurricane. In St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves also reported severe damage and at least one death. Most homes on Union Island were destroyed, Gonsalves said, saying, "Basically, an entire island with 2,500 people is homeless."
Three others were killed in Venezuela, where severe flooding occurred in the northeastern state of Sucre, President Nicolas Maduro said.
In Barbados, hundreds of people went to shelters, and at least dozens of houses were significantly impacted, said Rudy Grant, consul general of Barbados in Miami. Many businesses were hit in the fishing town of Oistins, a tourist destination, he said, and the port in the capital, Bridgetown, was closed until debris was cleared out.
Aid groups were preparing to send shipments to the Caribbean as soon as possible. Global Empowerment Mission, a Florida-based nonprofit organization, was working with community organizations to pack boxes with food and emergency and hygiene supplies in Florida on Wednesday. The group was collecting donations and planned to send its first shipments Thursday to St. Vincent, according to its president, Michael Capponi, with shipments to Jamaica to follow later.
The last storm to reach Category 5 strength early in the season was Hurricane Emily on July 17, 2005. Beryl broke that record and was also the farthest-south Category 4 storm on record when it intensified over the weekend -- and the most quickly strengthening storm observed in the Atlantic anytime before September. It lurched from a tropical depression to a Category 4 in just 48 hours.
While favorable meteorological conditions -- such as weak upper-level winds, the presence of a tropical wave and divergence, or spreading of air aloft -- all combined to create the storm, its intensity is to some extent linked to our changing climate.
Water temperatures, which are running 3 or 4 degrees above average, are more reminiscent of early September than late June or early July. That has fueled Beryl's exceptional intensity and breakneck strengthening, and it fits into a well-researched pattern of more intense and more rapidly intensifying hurricanes.
"We are no longer prepared to accept that it's okay for us to constantly suffer significant, clearly demonstrated loss and damage arising from climatic events," said Mitchell, the Grenadian prime minister, "and be expected to rebuild, be expected to borrow ... year after year while the countries that are responsible for creating this situation and exacerbating this situation sit idly by with platitudes."
Darrel Montrope, St. Lucia's consul general in Miami, said "the impact of climate change and these weather events -- they are getting more and more frequent and the consequences that much graver." He added that he anticipated an ongoing need for aid in the Caribbean throughout this hurricane season.
A hurricane warning is also in effect for the east coast of Mexico's Yucatan Peninsula, from Puerto Costa Maya to Cancun. Hurricane watches, meanwhile, have been issued along the peninsula south of Puerto Costa Maya to Chetumal, and north of Cancun to Cabo Catoche. Beryl could hit the peninsula Thursday night or early Friday before emerging over the Bay of Campeche or the Gulf of Mexico this weekend. Tropical storm conditions are expected in the Yucatan and are possible along parts of the Belize coast by Thursday into Friday.

Hurricane Beryl is seen from the International Space Station on Sunday. (NASA/AP)


From there, forecasts are more uncertain, with numerous possibilities for Beryl's future track.
If Beryl is a weak system, it will be inclined to continue heading west, probably making landfall over the weekend in Mexico's Tamaulipas state. If Beryl remains stronger, however, which would be the result of a briefer interaction with the Yucatan, then it could take a more northerly track over the western Gulf of Mexico.
In the latter scenario, the storm could strengthen and perhaps rapidly intensify Saturday into Sunday, fueled by very warm sea surface temperatures. The threat of a landfall in Texas is a very real possibility, though Mexico remains more likely.
Though Beryl was some 1,800 miles from the southern Texas coast, officials in Willacy County, near the Mexican border, were already preparing for the worst. That included readying relief supplies and search-and-rescue teams, and urging residents to pack bags and ensure they have enough food and water to last as much as 72 hours, said Frank Torres, the county's emergency management coordinator.
As a coastal county with hundreds of homes right on the Gulf of Mexico, Willacy County will issue evacuation orders if it appears Beryl is on track to strike as a Category 2 storm or stronger by Sunday, Torres said.
"We have to take the mentality that it's going to hit us," he said. "If there's the slightest possibility that it's going to hit us, we just have to act as if we're going to be ground zero."
Maria Luisa Paul contributed to this report.
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Stolen 16th-century painting, found at a bus stop, sells for record $22M
"The Rest on the Flight into Egypt," by the Venetian artist Titian, was stolen from its owner's home in 1995 and recovered seven years later by an art detective.
By Niha Masih | 2024-07-04

Titian's "Rest on the Flight into Egypt" sold at a Christie's auction for more than $22 million this week. (Peter Nicholls/Getty Images)


An early Titian masterpiece -- once looted by Napolean's troops and a part of royal collections for centuries -- caused a stir when it was stolen from the home of a British marquess in 1995. Seven years later, it was found inside an unassuming white and blue plastic bag at a bus stop in southwest London by an art detective, and returned.
This week, the oil painting "The Rest on the Flight into Egypt" sold for more than $22 million at Christie's. It was a record for the Renaissance artist, whom museums describe as the greatest painter of 16th-century Venice. Ahead of the sale in April, the auction house billed it as "the most important work by Titian to come to the auction market in more than a generation."
"This result is a tribute to the impeccable provenance and quiet beauty of this sublime early masterpiece by Titian, which is one of the most poetic products of the artist's youth," Orlando Rock, chairman of Christie's U.K., said in a statement.
The small, 18 1/4-by-24 3/4-inch canvas is believed to have been painted around 1510, the auction house said.
It is inspired by a biblical event, when Joseph took Mary and a young Jesus to Egypt after a dream warned him that King Herod was seeking to kill his son, Christie's said. The painting depicts Mary cradling Jesus as Joseph looks on in a rural setting.
The colors are luminous and rich, dominated by primary hues such as Mary's deep red robe and ultramarine-blue cloak.

"The Rest on the Flight into Egypt," by the Venetian artist Titian. (Christie's)


Titian is known for his use of the "colorito" technique, where color is employed dominantly for sensual expressive purposes and as an element of the composition. He gained international fame for his religious paintings, incisive portraits and poetic renditions of mythological subjects, the Metropolitan Museum of Art says.
Titian was born Tiziano Vecellio in a small town in the Dolomite mountains, according to London's The National Gallery and is said to have arrived in Venice at the age of 10. He found early success with his work on the facade of the Fondaco dei Tedeschi on the Venetian Grand Canal, the museum says, adding that Titian went on to become the principal painter at the court of Holy Roman Emperor Charles V. He died of the plague in 1576.
"The Rest on the Flight into Egypt" has also captured attention for its provenance, not just its record price.
While it is not known who commissioned the painting, it is first documented as part of a Venetian spice merchant's collection in the early decades of the 17th century, according to Christie's.
In the following centuries, the auction house says, the painting passed through multiple hands, including an English duke and Archduke Leopold Wilhelm of Austria, and was looted from Vienna by Napoleon's troops but returned to the city after his fall. Ultimately, it was acquired by John Alexander Thynne, the 4th Marquess of Bath in 1878.
However, the painting's dramatic story continued to unravel. In 1995, it was stolen from Thynne's home in Wiltshire, southwest England, and recovered miraculously in 2002 following the announcement of a $127,000 reward, Christie's said in April ahead of the auction. Charles Hill, a leading art detective, found it inside a bag without its frame at a London bus-stop, it added.
"This picture has captured the imaginations of audiences for more than half a millennia and will no doubt continue to do so," Rock from the auction house said in a statement after the sale.
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What to know about U.K. election: Conservative collapse, Labour revival
When the election results are in, Britain's center-left Labour Party, led by Keir Starmer, is expected to sweep into power, ending 14 years of Conservative rule.
By Karla Adam, William Booth | 2024-07-04

A woman exits a polling station during the general election in London, Britain, July 4, 2024. (Hannah McKay/Reuters)


LONDON -- Britain is on the brink of massive change. Unless the polls are spectacularly wrong, the center-left Labour Party will sweep into power Friday, ending 14 years of Conservative Party rule.
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak didn't need to call an election before the end of the year, but he decided to gamble, hoping that the polls would narrow. They haven't, really. The Conservatives are deeply unpopular. Voters don't trust them to handle the economy, one of the party's traditional strong points. The voters are upset about soaring costs, high interest rates, stagnant wages and overwhelmed public services. A tetchy mob is hungry for change, even if it is unclear what that means. Some polls predict that Labour could win bigger under its leader, Keir Starmer, than it did during Tony Blair's landslide victory for the party in 1997.
Here's what to know.
We'll be covering the election live all day July 4 -- including updates on dogs at polling stations. But the big moment to watch is the 10 p.m. exit poll (5 p.m. Eastern time), which should give a strong indication of where things will end up. The exit poll is based on a model developed by John Curtice, Britain's election polling guru, and a team of others, who gather data from 130 carefully selected polling stations around the country. In 2019, the model predicted that Boris Johnson's Conservatives would win an 86-seat majority -- they ended up winning an 80-seat majority.
After the exit poll is out, hardcore politicos will start caffeinating. Results from individual constituencies will trickle in overnight, with a flurry of results landing between 3 a.m. and 5 a.m. local time (10 p.m. and midnight Eastern). We'll find out whether the far-right, anti-immigrant Nigel Farage will finally, after seven failed attempts, become a member of Parliament. Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, who is facing challenges from candidates including the satirical Count Binface, will hear if he has retained his seat.
The final results are declared Friday morning, possibly around 7 a.m. local time (2 a.m. Eastern).
More than 60 countries representing half the world's population are voting in elections this year. Britain is one of the few expected to shift left. The contrast is especially stark with neighbor France, where President Emmanuel Macron's centrist movement and a coalition of leftist parties are expected to lose to Marine Le Pen's far-right National Rally in legislative elections Sunday.
The trend in Britain can be explained in part by voters being fed up with the center-right Conservatives. But it is also a result of Britain's first-past-the-post voting system, in which smaller parties are at a disadvantage. For example, the Conservative Party polled at 18 percent and the right-wing Reform U.K. party at 17 percent in the latest survey of likely voters by Survation. But the same pollster predicted that Conservatives would win 64 out of 650 seats in Parliament and Reform would win seven seats -- or 10 percent and 1 percent, respectively.
"There's nothing to suggest that Brits are more left wing, or less populist or love immigrants more; they are very similar" to voters on the European continent, said Sara Hobolt, a professor of politics at the London School of Economics. "The core difference is the electoral system ... and it's translating differently because of a cyclical difference in what they are voting for and against."
An oft-quoted cliche in British politics is that opposition parties don't win elections -- governments lose elections. That seems true in this case. In the last general election, in December 2019, the Conservative Party won a seemingly unassailable majority in Parliament. But the Conservatives lost their lead in the polls to Labour in late 2021, as the Partygate scandal was emerging, revealing that aides to Boris Johnson were whooping it up during the covid pandemic. That scandal -- and untruths and prevarications -- helped topple Johnson.
Conservatives picked Liz Truss to replace him as their party leader and prime minister. Her shortest-ever premiership imploded after her economic plans led to a run on the British pound. The Bank of England intervened to stabilize the situation, but the episode damaged the Conservatives' reputation for economic competence. Much of Rishi Sunak's 18 months in office has been marked by high inflation and a cost-of-living crisis.
Voters say they want change. Keir Starmer is here to give it to them. His campaign slogan: "Change." His party platform describes a "changed Labour Party."
Since becoming leader in 2020, Starmer has effectively purged Labour of the hard left -- including booting out his predecessor, Jeremy Corbyn, who is running for his former seat in Parliament as an independent candidate. Starmer has tacked to the center, toning down the party's socialism and ditching ideas from the Corbyn era such as free college tuition. He is pitching his Labour Party as one that will focus on "wealth creation" and "economic stability." When he was heckled by a protester at an event, Starmer responded: "We gave up being a party of protest five years ago. We want to be a party of power."

Labour Party leader Keir Starmer is favored to win Britain's July 4 election and become the country's new prime minister. Here's everything to know about him.


This could be a historically big win for Labour. The final poll from YouGov projected Labour will win 431 seats, the Conservatives 102 and the Liberal Democrats 72. Tony Blair's party won 418 seats in what was considered a landslide in 1997.
Conservatives have tried to rev up their voters by warning of a Labour "supermajority," but that isn't a term that has real meaning in Britain's parliamentary system. Legislation passes as long as just over 50 percent of lawmakers vote for it. And as long as Labour wins a simple majority of seats, it can form a government and expect to pass much of its program. Governing parties seek to maintain strict discipline in the House of Commons by sending written instructions to lawmakers indicating how they should vote. On important bills, lawmakers who rebel can be kicked out of the party as punishment, or "lose the whip."
Farage's entry into the race has certainly been a headache for Conservatives. His anti-immigration Reform UK party may not win many seats, but it is depriving Conservatives of votes. In the 2019 election, Farage's party, then called the Brexit Party, did not field any candidates against the Conservatives. But there is no electoral pact this time.
Some surveys suggest the Conservatives could face their worst election results since the party was founded in 1834. What happens next for the Conservatives? Do they tack to the center, like Keir Starmer did with Labour? Or do they veer right to try to win back voters who defected to Reform? Some Conservatives have floated the idea of Farage joining their ranks. Asked about the possibility, Farage said, "I want nothing to do with them."
Conservatives may lose badly, or very badly, but they are still Britain's most successful political party. In 2019, they won a whopping majority. On Thursday, they are set for a drubbing. A lot can change in five years.
Voters in this election say the issues they care most about are the economy and health care. Labour is seen as stronger on both counts.
Keir Starmer wants to shore up the British economy and address people's sense that everyday costs have become unmanageable. He wants to cut soaring electricity costs -- with a new state-run green utility company. He wants to cut wait times for medical and dental appointments.
Britain's foreign policy hardly ever changes under a new government. Tony Travers, a politics expert at the London School of Economics, said foreign policy would remain "amazingly unaltered" by a shift from Conservative to Labour rule. Starmer has said Britain will remain a strong member of NATO; will back Ukraine in its war against Russia; and will support Israel's right to defend itself against Hamas, while calling for a cease-fire. Although Brexit is seen as a flop, and there is no enthusiasm for another referendum, Britain under Starmer will probably seek a closer relationship with the European Union.
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It's U.K. election day: A trash can is running, and dogs are everywhere
What do pouring the perfect pint, posing next to a man wearing a trash can, and sharing a photo of your dog have in common? In the U.K., it means it's election season.
By Leo Sands | 2024-07-04

A dog waits outside Pollokshields Burgh Halls polling station during the 2024 General Election, in Glasgow, Scotland. (Andrew Milligan/AP)


LONDON -- Britain's Parliament is known to many as the "Mother of all Parliaments," and its lawmakers like to describe their democratic responsibilities in lofty terms.
But a lawmaker's route to the House of Commons often appears more farcical. Being judged while pouring pints of beer, posing beside a human-size trash can and careening headfirst down water rides in skintight wet suits, British politicians are willing to endure the sometimes absurd on their quest for political power.
On July 4, Britain will head to the polls in an election that could see the Conservative Party losing power for the first time in 14 years. You can also expect plenty of dog photos.
Here is a guide to the most eccentric staples of Britain's election season.

Independent candidate Count Binface stands with then-British prime minister and Conservative Party leader Boris Johnson in London in 2019. (Kirsty Wigglesworth/AP)


Weighing on the British prime minister's shoulders is the burden of leading a (slightly ailing) nuclear power. Joining him on the stage on election night will be a man wearing a trash can on his head.
That's because when the results of Prime Minister Rishi Sunak's constituency are read out -- broadcast live on television -- his opponents will include Count Binface, a self-described intergalactic space lord who is part of a perennial tradition of satirical candidates standing against prominent politicians.
Count Binface, whose joke manifesto includes pledges to cap the price of croissants and ban noisy snacks from cinemas, is part of a long tradition of joke candidates. Other contenders include an activist in an Elmo suit and the Monster Raving Loony Party, which stands for "insanity."
"You can trace back the idea of joke candidates or fringe candidates to over 100 years," said Philip Cowley, a professor of politics at Queen Mary University of London, because "there is an openness to the British political system."
And while the satirical candidates give Britons a laugh -- and make for absurd photo ops on election night -- they are also celebrated by fans as a pillar of British democracy. Cowley compared the tradition to the ancient Roman ritual of an enslaved person whispering into an emperor's ear, "Memento mori," as a reminder of the leader's mortality.
Count Binface, played by 44-year-old comedian Jon Harvey, told The Washington Post that having joke candidates standing beside party leaders as votes are announced is "a real leveler -- and it's something that makes British democracy particularly wonderful and unique."

Ed Davey, leader of the Liberal Democrats, falls into the water during a visit to the Spot-On Wake aqua jungle in Stratford-upon-Avon in June. (Leon Neal/Getty Images)


It's common for top British politicians to be caught in embarrassing, farcical situations -- conveniently in front of the cameras.
This form of slapstick politics was mastered by former prime minister Boris Johnson, who has deliberately driven a digger through a fake wall labeled "gridlock" during an election campaign. (This is the same politician who somehow managed to turn getting stuck on a zip line during the 2012 London Olympics into a successful PR moment.)
This year, it was the turn of the leader of the Liberal Democrats to embrace stunts. Ed Davey toured Britain's water parks to highlight water pollution and fell off his paddleboard five times in front of the cameras. He later admitted at least one of his plunges was deliberate.
The seeming joviality of British politics does not represent a failure to take the art of electioneering seriously, Cowley said -- but reflects an effort by campaign strategists to speak to Britain's political sensibilities.
"Brits don't like pomposity, and what can seem like being statesmanlike in some countries might here come across as being incredibly pompous," he said. "So part of the campaign is also to try and humanize the person."

Tilly, a cocker spaniel, sits outside a polling station while her owner casts their ballot in London in 2017. (Justin Tallis/AFP/Getty Images)


Every polling day, the internet is flooded with thousands of pictures of dogs patiently waiting outside polling stations while their owners exercise their democratic duties. It's not clear who started the tradition, but perhaps it was inevitable for a nation of dog lovers armed with the technology of social media.
It also gives broadcasters -- forbidden to report on campaign issues or opinion polls on the day of the election itself -- something fun to report on.
Last time, the dogs at polling stations were joined by a reindeer, horses and even a giant tortoise named Yoda.

Rishi Sunak, then Britain's finance minister, raises a pint during a visit to a brewery in London in 2021. (Dan Kitwood/AFP/Getty Images)


There are several skills thought to be required for the job of British prime minister. The ability to pour beer into a pint glass with an appropriately sized foam head is one of them.
According to this rite of political passage, politicians are routinely tested on their ability to complete as perfect a pour from a pub keg as possible -- the British equivalent of a lawmaker attending a state fair or visiting a diner.
"It's a symbol that you're a normal person," Cowley said.
The definition of perfection varies depending on the beer and whom you ask, but most agree that it requires holding the glass at a 45-degree angle and gradually tipping the vessel upright as it fills to achieve the perfect head of froth.
The pint test is considered so important that Labour leader Keir Starmer attracted plenty of media attention when he visited a London pub and was filmed pouring an amber-hewed beer, described by an onlooker as "perfect," in June -- while an opposition lawmaker was forced to apologize last year after sharing a fake image that appeared to show Sunak, a self-described "teetotaler," serving a badly poured pint.
A government minister felt compelled to share the original image, as proof that Sunak's pour had in fact been perfectly decent.
It's officially known as the U.K. Parliamentary general election. But many younger people in Britain increasingly prefer the jocular moniker of "Genny Lex."
The jokey phrase springs from Britain's tradition of cockney rhyming slang and wordplay -- a history that has also led to catchy three-syllable nicknames for most national moments in recent years, no matter the gravity. (The queen's Platinum Jubilee became known as "Platty Joobs," while King Charles III's coronation sparked debate over whether to call it "coribobs" or "cory nash.")
The nickname has become such a phenomenon that it is even being used -- somewhat jokingly -- by mainstream media outlets, with the public broadcaster discussing the term on its political podcast and finding a woman named Jenny Leckey to interview.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/07/03/uk-general-election-joke-guide/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Gaza hospital 'completely empty' after Israeli order in Khan Younis
U.S. government officials who resigned over the Biden administration's handling of the war in Gaza described it as "a failure and a threat to U.S. national security."
By Annabelle Timsit, Hazem  Balousha, Anika Seth | 2024-07-03

A wounded Palestinian man, evacuated from the European Hospital after Israel ordered Palestinians to leave the eastern part of Khan Younis, is pushed in a wheelchair as he arrives at Nasser Hospital on Tuesday. (Mohammed Salem/Reuters)


One of the largest hospitals in southern Gaza is "now completely empty" after medical staff, patients and their families fled the facility following an Israeli evacuation order for parts of Khan Younis, according to World Health Organization Director General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.
At the same time, there are signs that many of the thousands who fled fearing the new Israeli incursion in Khan Younis are trickling back after being unable to find new shelter in the crowded parts of the Gaza Strip still accessible to them.
The European Hospital in Khan Younis was "one of the largest referral hospitals in the south," Tedros said Tuesday on X. Most of its patients have been referred to Nasser Medical Complex in Khan Younis -- a facility that is now "at full capacity" and is facing shortages of essential drugs and medicines, according to Tedros.
The scramble to evacuate the hospital began Monday, when Israel issued evacuation orders for eastern parts of Khan Younis. Saleh al-Hams, who heads the hospital's nursing department, previously told The Washington Post how news of the order flooded the phones of doctors and patients, prompting a scramble to pack up and leave. In the past, Israeli soldiers have detained medical staff who stayed behind to look after patients.
Hams said the European Hospital canceled all scheduled surgeries to evacuate its 400 patients. Some of the patients walked to Nasser Hospital, while others "were dragged in hospital beds ... by their families" and others were taken there in ambulances.

A wounded Palestinian evacuated from the European Hospital is transported at Nasser Hospital on Tuesday. (Mohammed Salem/Reuters)


Israeli authorities later said that the European Hospital was not subject to their evacuation order and that there was "no intention" to evacuate it -- but the facility had already largely been emptied of its patients and staff.
This leaves the southern Gaza Strip -- where many of the hospitals are no longer operational because of Israeli raids and strikes and shortages of medicines, staff, electricity and fuel -- one more hospital short, "at a time when access to health care is urgently needed," said Tedros.
For many in Khan Younis, this week's evacuation order was only the latest in a long string of forced displacements. Though the United Nations said up to a quarter-million Palestinians were affected by the order, some have already returned to Khan Younis, saying there is nowhere left in Gaza for them to go.
Rewaa Saafin, 41, her husband Rami Saafin, 45, and their four children decided to return to their relatives' house in the Bani Suhaila neighborhood, east of Khan Younis, after spending one night in a tent in Mawasi with other relatives.
"All the residents here say that the Israeli operation has ended, and what happened was only an air bombardment, so we have returned. More importantly, we have no place to stay in another area," Rewaa Saafin told The Post.
Raed Hamad, 50, said he had no choice but to quickly return to his relative's house in Qezan al-Najjar, south of Khan Younis. He said his wife had gone to stay temporarily with other relatives, while he and his sons "stayed on the street."

Internally displaced Palestinians on Tuesday follow an evacuation order issued by the Israeli army for Khan Younis. (Mohammed Saber/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


"On Monday, we took some essential items with us, but we couldn't take everything because we didn't know where we would go. Now we have returned despite the danger. There has been no official announcement of the end of the operation, but there is no ground invasion, and many residents have returned to the area," he told The Post.
"It can't be said that the area is safe and has services. Every place in Gaza is damaged, but here we have a place to sleep," he added.
The humanitarian crisis in Gaza is "catastrophic and rapidly escalating," 12 former U.S. government and military officials who resigned over the Biden administration's handling of the war in Gaza wrote in a joint open letter published late Tuesday.
The signatories of the letter, who previously worked at the State Department, White House, Army and U.S. Agency for International Development, among others, wrote that U.S. policy toward Israel and Gaza since the war and even before has "contributed to immense humanitarian harm" and failed "to contribute to the peace and safety of all in the Middle East, and particularly that of Israel."
"The Administration's policy in Gaza is a failure and a threat to U.S. national security," they wrote.
Over the past few months, the resignations have provided a public view into the heightened levels of internal dissent within government institutions over U.S. policy toward Israel since the Oct. 7 attack by Hamas. One of the former staffers who signed the open letter, Lily Greenberg Call, cited her Jewish upbringing and ties to Israel in her own resignation letter in May.
The signatories laid out six measures they said should be implemented to improve the situation, including for the U.S. government to declare units of Israeli forces ineligible for U.S. aid under human rights law. They also called for immediately increasing funding and support for humanitarian aid and reconstruction in Gaza, and protecting nonviolent protests against the war on U.S. college campuses.
An Israeli airstrike on a car in southern Lebanon killed a Hezbollah commander on Wednesday, according to the militant group and Lebanon's state-run news agency. The commander, identified as Mohammed Naamah Nasser, was the third senior Hezbollah operative killed since the group began trading fire with Israel at the outset of the Gaza war. The Israel Defense Forces took responsibility for the strike, with spokesperson Daniel Hagari writing on social media that Nasser had served as a commander since 2016 and was responsible for shooting from southwest Lebanon into Israel.
Israel has carried out its largest seizure of land in the occupied West Bank in more than three decades, the anti-settlement watchdog group Peace Now said in a statement Wednesday. The seizure of approximately five square miles of land in the Jordan Valley amounts to the largest land appropriation since the early 1990s, according to the group's data. More than nine other square miles of West Bank territory had been declared "state land" this year alone, a method Israeli governments have used to wrest sovereignty over Palestinian-controlled lands. The latest land seizure was carried out in late June, but announced Wednesday, the group said.
Israeli police forcefully removed an illegal settlement in the occupied West Bank on Wednesday, leading to a confrontation with Jewish settlers, according to local media. Israel's security cabinet last week approved legalizing five settler outposts and greenlighted plans to build thousands of new homes for settlers elsewhere in the West Bank, according to the Times of Israel. Washington condemned the move, with Vedant Patel, principal deputy spokesman for the State Department, saying Tuesday during a news briefing that "unilateral actions like settlement expansion and legalization of outposts ... are detrimental to a two-state solution."
Israel sent $116 million of withheld tax revenue to the Palestinian Authority in the first such transfer since April, both finance ministries said on Wednesday. Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich agreed to send part of the last three months' withheld tax revenue after gaining concessions from Israel's cabinet last week, including the legalization of new settlements in the West Bank. Israel has withheld the share of the funds that the authority uses for administrative expenses in Gaza. Smotrich accuses the authority of supporting Hamas, and he deducted funds for electricity, water and treatment costs for Palestinians in Israeli hospitals. Even after the stated deductions, Palestinian officials say the amount is less than the total tax revenue collected each month.
At least 37,953 people have been killed and 87,266 injured in Gaza since the war started, according to the Gaza Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates that about 1,200 people were killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack, including more than 300 soldiers, and it says 320 soldiers have been killed since the start of its military operations in Gaza.
Kareem Fahim and Yasmeen Abutaleb contributed to this report.
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Iran is picking a new president. Here's what to know.
A reformist and a conservative will face off in the second round of voting.
By Anika Seth | 2024-07-03

A woman casts her ballot Friday during the first round of the Iranian presidential election in northern Tehran. (Majid Saeedi/Getty Images)


Iranians will go to the polls Friday in the second round of snap presidential elections called after the sudden death of President Ebrahim Raisi in a helicopter crash in May.
In the first round, this past Friday, Iranians chose between four candidates, three conservatives and one reformist. The upcoming runoff will see reformist Masoud Pezeshkian compete directly against hard-line conservative and former nuclear negotiator Saeed Jalili in a race where the outcome is far from certain -- a clear change, analysts say, from the last election.
"Ebrahim Raisi was elected in an entirely uncompetitive election in 2021 when the results were preordained," said Arash Azizi, a writer and historian who focuses on Iran. "The results are not preordained this time."
Iran's political system means the president has limited power. The Islamic republic's supreme leader -- Ayatollah Ali Khamenei -- maintains direct or indirect control of all branches of government, as well as of the military and the media. However, the next president could have a significant impact on daily life, including religious requirements and dress restrictions -- consequential in a country recently rocked by protests demanding freedom for women in the theocracy.
The outcome of the race will probably be decided by how many Iranians, largely jaded and disillusioned by their political system, decide that voting is worth it. Less than half of Iran's voters cast a ballot in the first round.
Individuals seeking election to Iran's presidency or parliament must receive approval from the Guardian Council, which vets candidates to ensure that they adhere to the principles of the Islamic republic. In practice, all 12 members of the council -- six clerics and six jurists -- are directly or indirectly appointed by Khamenei.
Eighty candidates entered the race to be president. The council approved six, all of them men. Two of those six dropped out just days before the election, part of an effort by hard-liners to coalesce around a conservative candidate in advance of the June 28 first-round vote.
Now, just Pezeshkian and Jalili remain in the race. With the other two conservative  candidates out of the running, Pezeshkian's campaign will need to draw in more voters in the runoff to have a chance at winning.
Saeed Jalili

Saeed Jalili, presidential candidate in Iran, greets supporters Tuesday in Khorramabad. (Majid Saeedi/Getty Images)


Though he served as the country's nuclear negotiator, Jalili is a critic of international negotiations over Iran's nuclear program. Jalili, 58, is a member of the Expediency Discernment Council, which was originally set up to resolve conflicts between parliament and the Guardian Council but serves in practice as an advisory body to Khamenei. If elected, Jalili is expected to continue the harsh crackdown on anti-government protesters and on Iranian women accused of violating the country's mandatory hijab rules.
Masoud Pezeshkian

Iranian presidential candidate Masoud Pezeshkian waves to his supporters while campaigning in Tehran on June 23. (Vahid Salemi/AP)


Pezeshkian, described by analysts as the sole reformist in the race, is a heart surgeon who has based his campaign around Iranian women, youths and ethnic minorities. He has taken the opposite nuclear platform from Jalili, instead campaigning on the goal of reopening nuclear talks with the West. Pezeshkian, 69, served as vice president of Iran's parliament from 2016 to 2020, strongly supported the 2015 nuclear deal and challenged the official government narrative about the 2022 death of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old Kurdish Iranian woman who died in police custody after being detained for allegedly not wearing her hijab.
The 74 candidates whom the Guardian Council initially disqualified include government officials and lawmakers -- even a former president -- as well as seven women.
"Only those who accept the fundamentals of this deeply undemocratic system of the Islamic republic have ever been allowed to run," Azizi said.
In the June 28 election, none of the four candidates crossed the 50 percent threshold required to win the race. Pezeshkian came out on top, with Jalili and Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, the speaker of parliament, apparently splitting the conservative vote between them.
Ghalibaf, who came in third, has urged his more than 3 million supporters to vote for Jalili in the runoff, which would put the hard-line conservative comfortably in the lead. Mostafa Pourmohammadi, another conservative candidate and the only cleric in the race, placed fourth. Neither Ghalibaf or Pourmohammadi received enough votes to enter the second round.
More than 1 million votes were voided, which is generally interpreted as a reflection of citizens who feel obligated to vote but do not want to support any of the candidates in the running -- "people who don't want to be counted as boycotters but still want to show dissatisfaction with the status quo," Azizi explained.
The Islamic republic has long struggled with voter apathy and widespread disillusionment. The 2021 election was largely considered to be preordained in favor of Raisi, prompting many Iranians -- especially those frustrated by the ayatollah's conservative regime -- to boycott voting altogether. Less than half of the electorate voted in that race, and the March parliamentary elections had historically low turnout, according to Michelle Grise, a senior policy researcher at Rand.
The June 28 vote was no exception, as only around 40 percent of eligible Iranians cast ballots.
The question was never whether Iran's moderates would support Pezeshkian or not, explained fellow Rand senior policy researcher Heather Williams. It was whether they would show up at all.
The regime wants "turnout, though they would rather not get who the turnout is going to come out for," Williams said.
To succeed, Pezeshkian will need to draw more voters to the polls.
"There surely is an Anybody But Jalili campaign this time around and Pezeshkian is banking on it, having openly compared him to North Korea, Taliban and even China's Mao Zedong," Azizi wrote to The Post. "The question is: will it be significant enough to secure a win for Pezeshkian?"
To increase turnout, Pezeshkian's team is working to get an endorsement from a major religious leader of the theocracy's Sunni Muslim minority, Azizi explained. Sunni Muslims boycotted the vote at a higher rate than other groups, but of the minority of Sunnis who did vote, most supported Pezeshkian.

An Iranian woman holds a poster of the late President Ebrahim Raisi during a mourning ceremony for him at Vali-e-Asr square in downtown Tehran on May 20. (Vahid Salemi/AP)


Iran was slated to hold its next presidential election in 2025, but the unexpected death of Raisi moved the election up by a year. Raisi died in a helicopter crash May 19 at age 63. According to the Islamic republic's constitution, a special election must be held within 50 days.
Elected in 2021, Raisi was widely regarded as the victor of a rigged race, an effort by Khamenei to uphold his conservative regime. Some analysts believe Raisi was the ayatollah's desired successor as supreme leader.
In the wake of Amini's death in 2022, mass protests calling for the theocracy's dissolution broke out in Iran and around the world. Raisi oversaw a security crackdown during which more than 500 people were killed, according to a tally from the nongovernmental organization Iran Human Rights. Iran later announced that it had pardoned more than 22,000 who had been arrested.
Raisi's death came at a time of increasing instability and violence in the Middle East. The war in Gaza has sparked a surge in the constantly simmering tensions between Iran and Israel, as violence rises on Lebanon's southern border, in the Red Sea and in Syria and Iraq, The Post reported last month. In April, Raisi oversaw the largest Iranian attack against Israel in retaliation for a deadly Israeli strike on an Iranian diplomatic compound in Syria.

A worshiper holds a poster of Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei at Friday prayers at the Imam Khomeini Grand Mosque in Tehran on Friday, a week before the presidential election. (Vahid Salemi/AP)


Constitutionally, the president ranks second to the supreme leader, who holds most of the power and is "the ultimate decision-making authority" on national security and defense, according to Grise. The ayatollah has in recent years "effectively encroached" on the president's purview, Azizi said, and seized more power.
However, as head of government, the president holds important responsibilities over elements of daily life in Iran, including overseeing the national budget and signing legislation and treaties.
Crucially, the president of the Islamic republic influences how strict its morality police are in enforcing the theocracy's religious codes and dress restrictions, as well as the level of freedom that Iran's media is allowed to exert.
"Then there are also some day-to-day freedoms that maybe we don't think about as much," Williams said, "like who is allowed to attend sporting events or how many people are allowed to gather in public, or if women are allowed to dance publicly."
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51,000-year-old cave painting may be earliest scene depicted through art
The artwork, an example of early storytelling, shows three humanoid figures and a pig. Sulawesi residents of that era were "besotted" with painting pigs, an expert said.
By Frances Vinall | 2024-07-03

A painting thought to be the earliest example of storytelling in art is seen in a cave on Indonesia's Sulawesi island. It seems to depict three humanlike figures and a pig. (Dominic Julian/BRIN Google Arts & Culture)


Among the hundreds of caves hidden in the limestone karsts of Indonesia's Sulawesi island, a work of art faded into a rock wall could be of global importance. A depiction of three humanoid figures and a pig, the painting is the oldest known scene created by humans, dated to at least 51,200 years ago, scientists say.
It was evidence that humans were capable of storytelling in the distant past, said Adam Brumm, a professor of archaeology at Griffith University's Australian Research Center for Human Evolution and an author of the study, which was published in Nature on Thursday.
"Storytelling is a hugely important part of human evolution, and possibly even it helps to explain our success as a species," he said in a briefing about the research. "But finding evidence for it in art, especially in very early cave art, is exceptionally rare."
"We don't know exactly what's going on in this scene," he added of the cave painting. "But it's clearly communicating some sort of story that involves the interaction between these three humanlike figures and the pig."

A tracing of the cave art created at least 51,200 years ago in Sulawesi, Indonesia, with the rock behind it removed. (Oktaviana et al.)


The Sulawesi residents of 50,000 B.C. or so were "besotted" with painting pigs, depicting them over and over again in cave art there, Brumm said. Archaeological evidence suggests they hunted the species, called the Celebes warty pig. The cave's elevated position, which would not have been convenient for everyday life, could suggest they went there specifically to paint or to paint as part of some other special practice, he added.
"I think what we have now, from the early Sulawesi cave art findings, is the world's earliest known surviving evidence for imaginative storytelling in the use of scenes in art," he said.
The site is somewhat of a hot spot for significant cave painting discoveries. Previous finds on Sulawesi in recent years were dated to between 40,000 and 44,000 years old, which was then the oldest scene of cave art found. There are at least 300 cave and shelter art sites preserved in the area, many of which have not been closely studied.
The research team, co-led by the Indonesian National Research and Innovation Agency and Australia's Griffith University and Southern Cross University, used a new method of dating by analyzing accumulated layers of calcium carbonate on top of the painting. They also revised the date for the 44,000-year-old work to closer to 48,000.
The oldest known cave paintings in the world were made by Neanderthals, scientists believe. About 65,000 years ago, members of our doomed cousin species left handprints, lines and shapes in three caves in modern-day Spain -- at least 20 millennia before modern humans are believed to have arrived on the continent.
The famous cave art at Lascaux, France, is dated to a maximum age of about 21,000 years.
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You didn't ask for it, but Cup Noodles now has s'more-flavored ramen
The new "campfire s'mores" dish mixes instant noodles with chocolate, graham crackers and marshmallow flavors. Reactions online ranged from intrigue to horror.
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-07-03

Nissin Foods reimagines everybody's favorite fireside dessert with the launch of its limited-edition Cup Noodles Campfire S'mores flavor. Combining two great classics, the original ramen maker presents the brand's campiest flavor yet - a gooey, sweet noodle experience. (Nissin Foods USA)


A new flavor of Cup Noodles ramen is stirring up mixed reactions as it goes on sale in the United States ahead of the July Fourth holiday: "Campfire S'mores."
The Nissin Foods brand announced the limited-edition snack Monday, intriguing and horrifying customers simultaneously.
"Our campiest flavor yet," Original Cup Noodles said in a social media post. "With no campfire necessary, consumers can satisfy that need for more s'mores anytime," Nissin Foods, the company behind Cup Noodles, said in a statement.
"Whaaaaaaat ???" one user tweeted. "We went there ..." the company replied.
Another user panned the new snack as "an abomination," while one person declared that they would "have to give these a try."
"Best believe this will be in my cart when I see it," one person wrote on Facebook.
The product, which is selling for $1.18 at Walmart, mixes ramen with chocolate, graham crackers and marshmallow flavors, the Walmart website states, adding that the snack features "a touch of smokiness to capture that campfire s'mores experience."
Sara Aiko, founder of travel consultancy Curated Kyoto, told The Washington Post on Wednesday that while Japanese people might find the new dish "intriguing and amusing," the products is "unlikely to win many fans" in the country.
The Japanese are "no strangers to creative food fusions," said Aiko, referring to a culinary landscape that has witnessed "innovations like sushi tacos, tempura Snickers bars and cream cheese-filled rice balls."
Japan, Aiko noted, has "a history of embracing and reinterpreting international foods -- such as ramen, which originated in China, and tempura, which came from Portugal." The Japanese are "accustomed to culinary adaptation and innovation," she said.
But Aiko said that some Japanese people "will likely regard this as a novelty rather than a serious culinary contender," considering the Cup Noodles fusion "not Japanese."
Outside of Japan, food trends -- including unconventional flavors -- have long sparked debate around the world, from pumpkin spice Oreos to candy corn variations.
In 2018, Heinz promoted "mayochup," a blend of mayonnaise and ketchup, sparking an international dispute. Last month, Denmark recalled several varieties of South Korean brand Buldak's viral "fire chicken noodles,"  pushing them further into the spotlight.
Some past creations have led to fierce debate about cultural appropriation in the culinary world.
"The world has evolved so much with 'fusion' food that we have to let go of being precious as then everyone gets offended," Suzie Lee, a chef and cooking presenter in Northern Ireland, where her family runs a Chinese takeaway, said Wednesday.
She will not be in a hurry to try the new Cup Noodle flavor, however. "I veer away from anything like this," she said. "Nontraditional flavors play too much with my sensory brain."
Lee said she came from a generation that "grew up eating Cup Noodles" and that she still "loves them as a treat." Lee, however, will not be in a hurry to try the new Cup Noodles flavor. "Give me an original or seafood Cup Noodle any day," she added.
Lee stressed that she is "not the gatekeeper of Chinese cuisine" and that she likes to focus on her own path in the industry without judging others.
"I just know I would not be making a sweet marshmallow chocolate noodle dish," she said.
Lee speculated that creators of the new Cup Noodles may be trying to "entice" the younger demographic with such a sweet flavor, while Japanese chef Akemi Yokoyama said in an email Wednesday that while it was "difficult" for her to weigh in because she has not tasted the product, "it sounds like a desperate attempt to find a new market."
Yokoyama said that while she welcomes "renovation and creativity," there is a boundary "that Japanese people are not keen to cross: mixing traditional savory dishes with sweets."
Despite some skepticism, Yokoyama did not completely write off the new s'mores ramen fusion.
"You never know, it might be tasty, so good luck to them," she said.
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Saks parent company will acquire Neiman Marcus in $2.65 billion deal
The merger of Saks Fifth Avenue and Neiman Marcus culminates years of fitful talks between the legacy retailers, vying to attract a new generation of well-heeled shoppers.
By Jaclyn Peiser | 2024-07-04

Saks Fifth Avenue store in Palm Beach, Fla. (AP Photo/Lynne Sladky, File)


The owner of Saks Fifth Avenue will acquire Neiman Marcus under a $2.65 billion deal announced Thursday, culminating years of fitful talks between a pair of legacy retailers vying to attract a new generation of well-heeled shoppers.
The privately held chains are coming together at a time when consumers are showing restraint -- particularly on prestige purchases -- as they tussle with high inflation and interest rates. In March, luxury spending was down 12 percent from the year-ago period, according to Bank of America analysts.
"We're thrilled to take this step in bringing together these iconic luxury names, Saks Fifth Avenue, Neiman Marcus and Bergdorf Goodman," Richard Baker, HBC Executive Chairman and CEO, said in a news release. "This is an exciting time in luxury retail, with technological advancements creating new opportunities to redefine the customer experience."
Amazon and Salesforce will have minority stakes in the company, assisting with technology, logistics and integration of artificial intelligence.
Industry experts say the merger could provide stability for two retailers grappling with sluggish growth. Department stores have lost relevance as their primary customers skew older, and younger ones gravitate to other shopping options. "Usually [merging] is a sign of weakness in retail; it's typically not a sign of strength," said Sucharita Kodali, a retail and e-commerce principal analyst with the research firm Forrester.
The union is years in the making, with Saks -- a unit of Hudson's Bay Company -- and Neiman Marcus having engaged in on-again, off-again negotiations since 2017. Last year, Neiman's walked away from a $3 billion offer after the two sides failed to agree on sales terms, the Wall Street Journal reported. News of the merger was first reported by the Journal.
The deal brings Saks, which has 41 locations in North America, under the same corporate umbrella as its Dallas-based rival, which comes with 36 Neiman Marcus and two Bergdorf Goodman stores. There are no plans for store closures.
"This is a real estate transaction, it's not just about 'let's merge,'" said Fashion Institute of Technology professor Shawn Grain Carter. "It's about where these leases are, in what areas, and in what malls. ... To the customer, they're not going to know it's one holding company that owns [both Saks and Neiman's]."
While Saks and Neiman's both sell high-end goods, they attract different tiers of luxury consumers and offer varying levels of service.
"Saks under Hudson's Bay is not as exclusive and elegant as it used to be, whereas Neiman Marcus still is considered the luxury purveyor of truly extraordinary, exclusive, exciting merchandise that is cultivated and curated for a very high net-worth individual," Carter said.
Both retailers have struggled in recent years. Neiman's filed for bankruptcy in 2020, but emerged from Chapter 11 protection a few months later, after shedding $4 billion in debt and refinancing the rest. In November, New York City-based Saks raised $340 million through real estate transactions to pay vendors after months of late payments. Saks.com, a separate entity but also owned by Toronto-based HBC, announced in April it raised $60 million from Pathlight Capital and Bank of America as online sales dragged.
The U.S. luxury retail market boomed during the pandemic, hitting $145.2 billion in 2022, according to GlobalData. But inflation swelled as high as 9.1 percent that year and has remained elevated since, leading to higher borrowing costs and a more subdued consumer. In 2023, sales fell 3.7 percent in the category, the analytics and consulting company reported.
The decline reflects shoppers' cooling interest in department stores as well as reticence to spend on discretionary items. Though about 60 percent of sales at luxury department stores come from consumers whose household earnings exceed $200,000, Carter said, these retailers still need the aspirational luxury shopper to make up the rest.
"That customer is squeezed," she said. Inflation, interest rates, gas prices and college tuition fees are all "dampening their purchasing power." The geopolitical environment, wars, an impending election and news of white-collar layoffs are also "impacting the consumer psychology," she said.
Luxury department stores are defined by exclusivity and experience, a collective that once included such brands as Barneys and Henri Bendel in New York, Garfinkel's in Washington and Marshall Field in Chicago. And for those that are left, such as Neiman's, Saks and Nordstrom, they face fiercer competition. Specialty retailers like Sephora and Ulta have lured away cosmetics and fragrance customers with their expansive online offerings and store locations, Kodali said.
"You just don't see as much heavy traffic into department stores anymore," she said.
There may be roadblocks ahead, with the considerable likelihood that federal regulators scrutinize the deal, said John B. Kirkwood, a professor at Seattle University School of Law. Though the likelihood of a lawsuit actually coming to fruition is slim, Kirkwood said. "It's possible, but this doesn't jump out at you as a really powerful case."
The Biden administration has been cracking down on megamergers, including in the retail industry. The Federal Trade Commission voted unanimously this week to block mattress maker Tempur Sealy from buying retail chain Mattress Firm. Federal regulators sued luxury fashion conglomerates Tapestry and Capri Holdings in April over its $8.5 billion union and supermarket giants Kroger and Albertsons in February.
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Federal judge temporarily blocks rule banning noncompete contracts 
At stake is a new Federal Trade Commission regulation that prohibits contracts that keep workers from jumping to rival employers
By Julian  Mark | 2024-07-03

(Alex Brandon/AP)


A federal judge in Texas temporarily blocked on Wednesday a Federal Trade Commission rule banning noncompete agreements, a new regulation business groups have strenuously opposed.
In a 33-page opinion, Judge Ada Brown found that the agency lacked the authority to issue the rule, which makes it illegal for employers to include noncompete agreements in workers' contracts. Brown's order, which is limited to the plaintiffs, postpones the effective date of the rule, Sept. 4, until the court reaches a decision on the case's merits, which she said would take place by Aug. 30. The plaintiffs include a Dallas-based tax consultancy and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.
The FTC rule could affect up to millions of workers outside the scope of the lawsuit once it kicks in, as some studies suggest up to one in five employees are bound by noncompete agreements.
Noncompete agreements typically restrict workers from switching employers within their industry for specified periods of time. They're used in a wide range of industries -- including technology, hairstyling, medicine and even dance instruction -- affecting low- to high-wage earners.
In April, the FTC voted 3-2 to ban the agreements, with commissioners in the majority pointing to research that shows such covenants suppress wages, stifle entrepreneurship and gum up labor markets. Critics of the rule, including business groups such as the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, argued that the agreements are an important tool to protect proprietary information and investments in training.
The Chamber and other business groups sued to block the rule immediately after it was issued, arguing the FTC lacked the authority to issue a regulation with such sweeping implications for the economy.
The Chamber subsequently joined the case brought by Ryan LLC, a global tax-consulting firm headquartered in Dallas, that sued to block the rule in Northern District of Texas on April 23, the day the FTC issued its rule. The Business Roundtable, the Texas Association of Business and the Longview Chamber of Commerce also joined the case after it was initially filed.
"This ruling is a big win in the Chamber's fight against government micromanagement of business decisions," Daryl Joseffer, chief counsel at the Chamber, said in a statement. "The FTC's blanket ban on noncompetes is an unlawful power grab that defies the agency's constitutional and statutory authority and sets a dangerous precedent where the government knows better than the markets."
The FTC said it's reviewing the decision and evaluating its next steps.
"The FTC stands by our clear authority, supported by statute and precedent, to issue this rule," Douglas Farrar, an FTC spokesman, said in a statement. "We will keep fighting to free hard-working Americans from unlawful noncompetes, which reduce innovation, inhibit economic growth, trap workers, and undermine Americans' economic liberty."
In reaching her decision, Brown found that the plaintiffs "are likely to succeed on the merits" of their case, which argues the FTC exceeded its statutory authority in issuing the rule. She also sided with the plaintiffs in finding that the FTC's issuing of the rule was not reasonable.
"The Commission's lack of evidence as to why they chose to impose such a sweeping prohibition -- that prohibits entering or enforcing virtually all non-competes -- instead of targeting specific, harmful non-competes, renders the [rule] arbitrary and capricious," Brown wrote.
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Paramount would merge with production company Skydance under new deal
The media company behind Tom Cruise's recent films would control the legacy media titan that owns CBS, MTV and Paramount Plus if the agreement gains approval.
By Andrew Jeong, Taylor Telford | 2024-07-03

The Paramount logo is seen last year at Columbia Square along Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood. (Patrick T. Fallon/AFP/Getty Images)


After months of mercurial negotiations, the media company behind Tom Cruise films "Top Gun: Maverick" and the Mission: Impossible franchise has agreed to a deal to gain control of the legacy media titan that owns CBS, MTV and Paramount Plus.
Skydance Media has reached a tentative deal to acquire National Amusements, the holding company with a controlling stake in Paramount Global, according to a person familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to speak freely about the potential agreement. The reported $1.75 billion deal still needs approval by a special committee of Paramount's board.
Skydance's agreement to buy National Amusements, which holds 77 percent of voting shares in Paramount, also permits a 45-day "go-shop" period in which Paramount may search for a better offer.
Even with a deal reached between Skydance and Paramount negotiators, much remains unresolved, according to Jamie Lumley, an analyst covering media for Third Bridge Group. The previous attempt at a Skydance agreement fell apart just a few weeks ago, Lumley noted.
"Renewed hope that both parties will be able to get a deal over the line is being tempered by concerns that we've been here before," Lumley said Wednesday in comments emailed to The Washington Post.
If the deal is finalized, it would signal a new era for Paramount, which has been facing significant challenges as it adapts to the hypercompetitive entertainment landscape, and resolve some uncertainty about the legacy media juggernaut's future. Media watchers have been captivated by the fitful negotiations, which have dragged on for months.
Paramount declined to comment. Representatives for Skydance could not be immediately be reached.
The proposed acquisition reflects Skydance's growth ambitions and Paramount's efforts to address $14.6 billion in long-term debt and play catch-up with rivals Netflix and Disney. National Amusements is led by Shari Redstone, the daughter of media mogul Sumner Redstone, who died in 2020.
Paramount has hemorrhaged money in its quest to capture a corner of the streaming market, but the company has said it expects Paramount Plus to turn a profit in the U.S. next year. The owner of CBS, Showtime, Black Entertainment Television, Nickelodeon and MTV has seen its market value plummet by more than half since 2019.
Shares of Paramount were up more than 6 percent Wednesday afternoon.
In April, in the midst of the takeover battle, Paramount ousted CEO Bob Bakish and replaced him with an "Office of the CEO" consisting of three executives who lead some of the company's key assets: CBS CEO George Cheeks; MTV, Showtime and Paramount Media Networks CEO Chris McCarthy; and Nickelodeon and Paramount Pictures CEO Brian Robbins. They've been tasked with slashing Paramount's costs as the company tries to cut its debt.
Santa Monica, Calif.-based Skydance was founded in 2010 by David Ellison, the son of billionaire Oracle co-founder Larry Ellison. It quickly established itself in Hollywood, helping to produce hit films such as "Mission: Impossible -- Ghost Protocol" (2011), the action thriller "Jack Reacher" (2012) -- both of which starred Tom Cruise -- and "World War Z" (2013), starring Brad Pitt.
More recently, the company has ventured into animation and sports content.
The tentative deal comes less than a month after the two sides announced they had ended talks concerning a potential merger, according to the Associated Press.
Other big names in entertainment reportedly have sniffed around National Amusements in recent months and could throw a wrench into the deal during the "go-shop" period, including Barry Diller, the media mogul who tried unsuccessfully to buy the studio in the 1990s. Diller's digital media conglomerate, IAC, has signed nondisclosure agreements with National Amusements, the New York Times reported this week, a prelude to dealmaking.
The Wall Street Journal first reported news of a Skydance agreement Tuesday.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2024/07/03/paramount-skydance-merger-deal/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



General Motors to pay nearly $146 million for excess car emissions
General Motors will pay a penalty of nearly $146 million and take other steps to resolve excess emissions from nearly 6 million vehicles on the nation's roads
By Maxine Joselow | 2024-07-03

A sign at a Chevrolet dealership in Richmond. (Steve Helber/AP)


General Motors will pay a penalty of nearly $146 million and take other steps to resolve excess emissions from nearly 6 million vehicles on the nation's roads, the Environmental Protection Agency and the Transportation Department announced Wednesday.
The move marks a significant step to ensure compliance with President Biden's most consequential climate rule: carbon dioxide emissions limits for cars. It comes after an EPA investigation found that these vehicles were emitting more than 10 percent higher CO2 on average than the automaker's initial compliance reports claimed.
"EPA's vehicle standards depend on strong oversight in order to deliver public health benefits in the real world," EPA Administrator Michael Regan said in a statement. "Our investigation has achieved accountability and upholds an important program that's reducing air pollution and protecting communities across the country."
GM spokesman Bill Grotz said in an email that the automaker is not admitting any wrongdoing, including any violation of the Clean Air Act or other relevant federal laws.
"We believe this is the best course of action to swiftly resolve outstanding issues with the federal government regarding this matter," Grotz said. "GM remains committed to reducing auto emissions and working toward achieving the Administration's fleet electrification goals."
The vehicles in question are model years 2012 through 2018. They include popular SUVs under GM's Chevrolet brand, including the Chevrolet Equinox with front-wheel drive.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), a division of the Transportation Department, will impose the $145.8 million penalty. In addition, GM has agreed to retire millions of credits that it has received for complying with federal rules.
The automaker will cancel 50 million metric tons of greenhouse gas credits from the EPA, the agency said in a news release, as well as roughly 30.6 million gas mileage credits from NHTSA, spokeswoman Lucia Sanchez said in an email.
Dan Becker, director of the Center for Biological Diversity's Safe Climate Transport Campaign, said the announcement underscores the importance of federal laws and oversight.
"This demonstrates why it's important to have laws rather than just trusting automakers who say they will make cleaner, more efficient vehicles," Becker said. "And it shows why EPA and NHTSA need to be constantly vigilant to protect our air and atmosphere."
The action announced Wednesday pales in comparison to the Volkswagen emissions cheating scandal, often known as "Dieselgate." In 2015, VW admitted to equipping around 11 million cars worldwide with software designed to cheat emissions tests. The German automaker later agreed to pay total fines of roughly $20 billion.
"Obviously this is not as large as Dieselgate," said Dave Cooke, senior vehicles analyst at the Union of Concerned Scientists. "But 6 million vehicles is no small number."
The Biden administration has sought to step up enforcement of the nation's bedrock environmental laws. Last year, the Justice Department and the state of California reached an agreement with the truck engine manufacturer Cummins to resolve claims that the company installed devices to defeat emissions controls on hundreds of thousands of engines. The $1.6 billion penalty was the largest ever under the Clean Air Act.
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Ask Sahaj: How do I respond to intrusive questions about my biracial grandkid?
Grandparent is tired of the rude questions about their biracial granddaughter. 
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-07-04

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: My loving, and well-loved, 7-year-old granddaughter is biracial. A few times when someone sees her photo they've commented, "Oh, your daughter married a Black man?" Beside being incredibly rude, it isn't true. But do I need to tell friends and acquaintances the whole story? What short statement works?
-- Frustrated Grandparent
Frustrated Grandparent: You don't need to tell anyone more than you don't want to. Though it's likely most people don't mean anything by it, it can be frustrating that that is the first thing they say.
Depending on your comfort with the person, you may kindly push back on the question. This can sound like, "I'm sure you didn't mean anything by it, but I don't see how that's important." You could clarify her dad's racial identity or your daughter's marital status without going into a story about it. Or, you can simply say, "No, she did not."
When someone says something that is rude, sometimes the best response is to not respond to it at all. Simply, you can redirect the conversation. This may sound like, "She's really sweet and loves ..." Or, "I really love how she ..." By redirecting the focus on your granddaughter's personality or interests, you demonstrate that it's not important to focus on her racial identity and that there are far more interesting things about her.
Dear Sahaj: My daughter lives in a country halfway around the world. She is in a serious relationship with a man who lives with his parents, and she's developed a warm relationship with his family. Despite being educated in the United States, my daughter's beloved seems reluctant to visit us here, saying he must get approval from his father and never making more than vague plans. We would welcome him with open arms if given the chance. He has an open invitation to visit, and we do not pressure my daughter or her boyfriend -- really, we don't even bring it up.
What advice do you have for us to be welcoming, friendly, humble and willing to learn? Because my daughter and her boyfriend are from different cultural and racial backgrounds and the boyfriend makes excuses why he can't visit, we are afraid of doing something wrong -- but more than willing to keep an open mind and correct any mistakes we might make. Privately, we feel hurt and confused by the distance, especially because it seems as though our daughter is welcomed by his huge and extended family, but we don't know how to bridge the gap. Thank you for any advice you can give us. I love your column and your thoughtful and nuanced responses.
-- Humbled and Open
Humbled and Open: On one hand you don't want to pressure your daughter or her boyfriend, and on the other you aren't saying anything. This may be contributing to a sense of disconnection you feel. I wonder if being concerned with saying the wrong thing is rooted in a fear that you may push your daughter away? This begs the question of the quality of your relationship and how open you feel you can be with her about what you are feeling.
You want to explore if there's a middle ground. For example, you may name how you feel with your daughter by saying something like, "I feel nervous about saying the wrong thing and making things worse. I don't want to bite my tongue because I really care about you. Can we talk about what I'm feeling?"
You can show curiosity by asking your daughter more questions to understand the situation. This may sound like, "Are there cultural differences I should be aware of, or that would help me understand [boyfriend] better?" Or, "This is new to me, and while I may not understand where he's coming from, I want to try." You may even ask for guidance by saying something like, "We'd really love to meet him. Is there anything we can do to help make this happen?" I do also wonder if there's an opportunity for you to visit her at any point and tack on an introduction to him then.
Right now, it seems like your daughter's partner feels unfamiliar and, sorry for the pun, foreign to you. Are there ways you can nurture a relationship with him from afar? This may be telling your daughter that you'd like to talk to him next time you and she have a call. Even if it's just asking how he's doing, or learning more about him, this can build intimacy and comfort with him -- and vice versa.
While it can feel like an unfamiliar situation, you want to be a support to your daughter. This may sound like, "I'd love to learn more about him. What are your favorite things about him?" Or, even simply just asking her if she's happy.
Regardless of if there are cultural differences, remember the values that are important to you -- kindness, openness and so on. These can help you have empathy while also finding micro ways to continue to nurture your relationship with your daughter -- and by default her boyfriend. These smaller moments, questions and conversations can help build the foundation for something deeper, and bridge that gap you feel.
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Carolyn Hax: Guy who berated spouse over butter would like his second chance now
Does this letter writer owe it to their son and husband to try to salvage their broken marriage?
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-07-04

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: My husband and I separated due to a disagreement 10 months ago. As always, I picked up our son after work and then fixed dinner -- my responsibility because my husband says he needs to decompress after work. I used the last of the butter making the mashed potatoes, and my husband berated me for 15 minutes for not having any butter to put on top of the potatoes. As I was cleaning up, it occurred to me how often this happens. If things are not perfect for him, he blows up at me. Before the baby, I spent so much effort ensuring that everything was to his liking, but since the baby, I can't keep up.
I tried to think of what he ever does to make me happy and came up empty.
I tried to talk to him about this, but he kept twisting it that I was mad at him for wanting butter on his mashed potatoes. I insisted on counseling, and that's what he kept telling the therapist. She told us therapy wouldn't work if he was going to stonewall like that. He laughed about it on the way home, saying he showed her.
I took our son and moved out. My husband told me, "Come back when you grow up." That was two months ago.
Since then, I've realized how much easier life is without him. I just have to care for my son and not scramble around trying to make everything perfect for my husband, so there's actually a little time for me. My husband finally realized I'm serious and is begging for another chance, saying he'll treat therapy seriously and do more for our son, but I don't want to try again. Is that awful? Do I owe it to our son and my husband to make myself try again?
-- Better Without
Better Without: You owe it to your son not to try again with someone emotionally unwell. Such gloating control and mental abuse is unhealthy for anyone in its range.
Great that your husband's willing to "treat therapy seriously," or says he is. But they're different things, and neither is the try-again point.
First, he may just miss being fed.
Second, he could mean it but still never grow enough for a good enough marriage -- one you'd want to be in and want your child to learn from.
Third, he may do all the work and become Santa Claus, and if you don't want to move back, that's enough.
If you want to return, then treat his reversal as his very very firstest step of the minimum steps before you'll even discuss it:
1. Admitting he needs therapy. Solo, not couples. For serious emotional problems that make him unhealthy to live with.
2. Doing all the hard work.
3. Learning that if any of this work is to get you back, then it's still about him, not you.
4. Being the best, maturest single co-parent he can be. Understanding it's his only functional path forward.
5. Proving -- over time and under duress -- that having things "to his liking" is no one's problem but his or his paid staff's.
This is information only, not a nod for reconciling. You owe your son a healthy home, not one with his father in it. Solo counseling for you might help.
A reader's thought:
* You'll notice he didn't consider his behavior a problem when he was hurting you, but his behavior finally started hurting him, so now it's a problem! You should ask him why he didn't take your unhappiness seriously before. I'd love to know the answer.
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Asking Eric: Self-published author struggles with jealousy
How does this self-published author not let career jealousy take over their life?
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-07-04
Welcome to "Asking Eric," a new daily advice column by R. Eric Thomas, which replaces Amy Dickinson's "Ask Amy." You can read her last column here.
Dear Eric: I'm a self-published fiction author. I'm really struggling with jealousy and despair. Every time I see a published book or step into a bookstore, I feel this wave of sadness. I'm trying to get my books out there, get whatever reviews I can, and promote myself on social media but it feels impossible.
A friend just told me she won't try out a new author unless they have thousands of good reviews on Amazon or Goodreads. My last book got about 20 good reviews after weeks of hustling. How do I keep going? How can I redirect my thoughts when the jealousy/despair hits?
-- Exhausted Author
Author: I worry you're tracking your achievements using someone else's yardstick. You've published a book. At some point in the past, that was the goal. So, you have already achieved one metric of success. Of course, we all harbor dreams of acclaim, but those dreams are so rarely right-sized. Do you want to be a famous author or do you want to be an author who is reaching readers who appreciate you?
This is a career field where jealousy waits around every corner, but other people's success doesn't take anything away from us. You're not in competition with other authors, you're in competition with your own expectations. Ask yourself: If you got thousands of reviews, would that feel like enough? You are already enough so let's reframe your goals to help you feel that more often.
Your friend is entitled to her own selection process but thousands of reviews is an unrealistic number. To get that, any author, even the Emily Henrys and John Grishams, needs the support of dozens, if not hundreds of people employed by the big publishing houses. Meanwhile, you worked your tail off and got those 20 reviews on your own. That's huge!
If there's an author whose career you want to emulate, reach out to them to find out the nuts and bolts of how they got to where they are, but make sure that comparison will help you. As writer Freddie DeBoer recently pointed out in an issue of his Substack newsletter titled "Publishing is Designed to Make Most Authors Feel Like Losers Even While the Industry Makes Money," "writing is also an intensely personal endeavor, and so rejection by the various apparatchiks who decide who's in and who's out can feel especially cruel." Have a good think about whose approval you want (hopefully your own) and what you're trying to achieve. Remind yourself that the authors you see may have different goals than you and probably also feel that old jealousy.
Lastly, I can't say enough about building relationships with independent booksellers and librarians. Get to know the ones in your area. Even if you're exclusively publishing e-books, these pros can help you understand the decision-making that leads readers to books, and eventually to those online review sites.
Dear Eric: I am in my mid-60s. Sometimes when I meet people I haven't seen for a long time, say from college, I hear "you haven't changed a bit." Back then I had shoulder length hair. Today, I'm bald and what hair I have left is cut very short. How do I respond to such nonsense while maintaining a good attitude toward them?
-- Hair Yesterday, Gone Today
Hair: I understand your sentiment as a fellow member of the shaved head club (it's cheaper! It's cooler! But oh the sunburns!). Still, you should take the compliment in the spirit it's given. Of course you've changed physically, but maybe your energy is the same. Or maybe they just think it's flattering. If the mood suits say, "Oh, I've changed -- I got even better."
Dear Eric: My partner (husband) and I have been together for 18 years. My sister-in-law created a "family tree" and gave copies to all family members as a gift. On closer inspection, my "husband" was left off the family tree indicating that I am single. My sister-in-law and her family do not believe in gay marriage. What should I do about this slight?
-- Missing Marriage
Marriage: It's a good thing your relationship's existence isn't dependent upon what your sister-in-law doesn't believe in. Long-term relationships aren't Santa Claus or the Easter Bunny, they're mostly taking out the garbage and texting each other things to pick up from the grocery store. (They're also emotional support, caretaking, and commitment, and all that good stuff.) I'm sure you've already had this banging-your-head-against-the-wall conversation with your in-law, but you should voice your displeasure about the tree as a way of setting an expectation about the respect you want. Once you've said your piece, throw the "gift" in the trash and order your own correct tree and give it to your family.
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Miss Manners: Daughter's boyfriend has rude and wasteful table manners
Parents hate eating with their daughter's rude boyfriend. Should they say something to him?
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-07-04
Dear Miss Manners: My husband and I were raised not to put more food on our plates than we would eat, and to stay seated during a meal unless we asked to be excused.
Our adult daughter's boyfriend was apparently taught differently. He fills his plate to overflowing, though he is very picky and never finishes his food, and actually takes extra meat to give to my daughter's dog. He doesn't talk to us during the meal, and whenever he is done, he just gets up and leaves to feed the dog.
We find this to be rude! The waste also bothers me. We have spoken to our daughter about it, and she replies that it's no big deal. She says that we are not being friendly hosts. She spends way more time with his family because they are more "chilled out" and don't mind him giving food to their dogs.
They have been dating for three years. My husband says that if we want our daughter to keep visiting, we should just let this go. Do I have to let it go forever? Should I say something directly to him?
As a parent, you had both the authority and the opportunity to correct your daughter's manners while she was growing up, and you are likely used to acting in a quasi-parental capacity to her visiting friends, cousins, etc. But boyfriends -- particularly adult ones -- fall outside of this scope.
Abhorrent though his manners may be, you would do better to treat him as the guest that he is -- particularly as you no doubt wish to be consulted on the more pressing matter of whether he should become a permanent part of the family.
Dear Miss Manners: I have noticed, even among people I otherwise consider well-mannered, a new trend. During a meal, when someone wants to speak while eating, they hold their hand up to obscure their mouth. They seem to know that speaking with their mouth full is rude, but they also seem to think this action fools me into thinking their mouth is not full, despite their having just put a forkful of food into it.
I was taught that if someone asks a question or makes a comment requiring a response to someone who is chewing, it is polite to finish chewing, even to hold up one's finger to indicate "Just a moment, please; I have food in my mouth." What is the appropriate reaction to this hiding-with-the-hand business? Should I say, "I'm not in a hurry. Take your time. I can wait until you don't have food in your mouth?" That sounds critical, as if I am trying to impose my manners on them. Help!
Technically, you would be imposing their own manners on them, but never mind.
Miss Manners also finds this covering of the mouth inadequate -- by which she means, revolting. As one cannot properly correct another's manners, the answer is a full stop after the assurance that the speaker should take their time -- that you are not in a rush.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Post Pub got a rare second chance, but in the end, it wasn't enough
The historic Post Pub was left for dead in 2020. A new owner revived it but could never make it work amid the ongoing aftershocks of the pandemic.
By Tim Carman | 2024-07-03

Post Pub, pictured in November 2015, was for decades a gathering place for downtown workers. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


Jeremy Wladis was stopped at a Wawa somewhere in Delaware, where he was trying to polish off a turkey hoagie while explaining why his attempt to give the historic Post Pub in Washington a second life never really stood a chance.
It wasn't just the high price of doing business in 2024 or a landlord apparently unwilling to cut him a break, Wladis said between mouthfuls. It was the pandemic, which had hollowed out the buildings downtown and cut off the supply of available office drones willing to stretch the limits of their stomachs with a Black Angus burger and side of onion rings, hand-battered and unbeatable by any competitor within a three-mile radius.
"By the time I got there, it was very, very, very quiet," Wladis said about his revitalized Post Pub, which he reopened in 2021. "We kept thinking, 'It's going to turn, it's going to turn, it's going to turn.' And it just never turned."
Post Pub officially closed its doors on Friday -- four years after the dive bar first went belly up. Not long after previous owner Bob Beaulieu pulled the plug on the L Street NW pub in 2020, Wladis came calling. A New York restaurateur who once pushed pies in D.C. via his Fuel Pizza outlets, Wladis thought he could revive the good name of Post Pub. His decision wasn't based in nostalgia or charity. He was never a regular, never the guy sitting there at 3 p.m., three beers into a lazy Saturday afternoon with a college game humming overhead on a flat-screen.
But Wladis had a reputation for saving restaurants. He had pulled several from the brink in New York, he told me in 2022 when I first wrote about the next-gen Post Pub. "I partnered with all three of the different owners and kept them alive when they weren't going to stay alive for various different reasons," Wladis said about establishments such as Fred's and Good Enough to Eat.

Jeremy Wladis bought and reopened Post Pub in 2021, after it had shuttered early in the pandemic. (Deb Lindsey/for The Washington Post)


His mission would be different this time around. Wladis was trying to revive a bar after its obituary had been written. He was also trying to relaunch a pub during the pandemic, when downtown Washington remained largely a ghost town. It was probably a long shot from the start, but Wladis brought on Beaulieu as a consultant, if mostly in name only. Beaulieu bought the place in 1976 and had run it for nearly 44 years. "He didn't take a lot of my advice," Beaulieu told me in 2022. "Everybody runs it their own way. That's just kind of the way it is."
Wladis stripped the bar of its sticky, mid-century, VFW hall vibe. He ripped out the wall-to-wall carpeting, its fibers no doubt still reeking of Camels inhaled a generation ago. He ditched the wood-paneling and painted the walls white. He decluttered, allowing for a meditative white space between the mirrored beer signs, many of them holdovers from Beaulieu's era. The changes had their desired effect: Post Pub no longer had that dark, semi-seedy, claustrophobic ambiance that could make patrons feel like vegetables packed in a root cellar. Countless old-timers hated it.

The walls of the original Post Pub, pictured in 2015, were covered with sports paraphernalia, beer signs and other D.C.-themed mementos. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


Much has been written about America and its capacity to grant second chances. Our country is littered with stories about athletes, business leaders and politicians who found life after failure, injury or disgrace. Chances are good you might have your own second-chance tale, too: a second career that was more successful than the first? A second marriage that learned from the first? A second chance to own a home after your first was foreclosed upon? Fill in your story here.
But you know what rarely gets a second chance? Restaurants. Once you see a "closed for repairs" sign affixed to the window -- or whatever optimistic message that tries to explain a locked door -- odds are good you'll never see that restaurant open again. Which is why Wladis's effort to resurrect Post Pub, no matter how flawed or doomed, deserves a special asterisk. Wladis tried to prolong the life of an institution that, for more than half a century, was connected at the hip to The Washington Post -- even if that relationship was greatly fractured after the paper moved a couple of blocks away to One Franklin Square in 2015. Back in the day, the pub was a place where reporters and pressmen alike would seek refuge from the deadline drudgery of daily newspapering. It was a watering hole to help with writer's block or create it.
I find honor in Wladis's attempt to save the joint.

Bob Beaulieu, the previous Post Pub owner, pictured in the restaurant in November 2015. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


Yet, for any second chance to succeed, almost everyone involved has to agree to a kind of collective amnesia: No one will talk about the old times. Everyone will focus on the present. I'm not convinced Washingtonians were always willing to let go of the past when it came to Post Pub, and the present is almost always going to lose when it goes up against memory, especially a memory molded out of alcohol, grease and youth. The pandemic may be the No. 1 reason Post Pub died, again. But nostalgia didn't help, either.
Wladis seemed to be taking the closure in stride. It stopped the financial bleeding at least: Wladis said he lost more than $100,000 on the venture. But that's not what was bothering him during our call. He was fretting about his inability to continue Beaulieu's legacy.
"He was a gentleman and a scholar. Sorry for him that we couldn't keep this great place he built and created alive," Wladis said. "I gave it a try. I feel very proud to be, at one time, part of this legendary place that Bob built."

The exterior of the shuttered Post Pub, which closed for good on June 28. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)
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No, I didn't dump her because she slept with me. Hax readers give advice.
She's telling mutual friends he dumped her because she slept with him "too soon," when that's not why he moved on.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-07-03

(The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Hello Carolyn: I met a cool woman out at a party with mutual friends. We exchanged numbers and went out a few times. We ended up sleeping together after the third time (by which point we had not discussed anything about any kind of long-term intentions). Around then, I began to gather that she is looking for a boyfriend, and I knew I didn't want to be him. We're just not compatible in that way.
Now she is going around telling people (the same mutual friends, including another woman I am potentially interested in) that I cut things off with her because she "slept with me too soon." That could not be further from the truth; I don't care about that at all. It's really just that I don't like her enough to take things any further.
I feel like I need to set the record straight but don't want to make myself into any more of a cad than I think she is already making me sound like?
-- Setting Record Straight
Setting Record Straight: Count your blessings. An adult who will publicly try to disparage your character because your non-relationship didn't work out after just a few dates and who would do so based on the extremely outdated and sexist premise of having sex too early into the dating process is one huge red flag.
You are both adults. Your sexual encounter was consensual. And sex can be a deciding factor in figuring out whether one wants to pursue the relationship. There is nothing wrong with deciding not to proceed if one discovers that the potential partner's view on what sex means is different from one's own.
You absolutely do not need to set the record straight. If confronted with accusations of cad-hood by friends, you can say you came to the conclusion that you and she were not compatible. That's all you need to say if you want to say anything. Just shrugging and moving on to a different topic is acceptable as well.
-- Constant Reader
Setting Record Straight: My mom always said, "You're mature enough to have sex if you're mature enough to talk about it first." It sounds like you two needed to have that talk and didn't. From the way you say "around then," instead of "afterward," I suspect you picked up on her relationship hopes even before the sex happened. If that's the case, and you went ahead while suspecting she would have put a stop to things if she knew how you felt, then I'm afraid you are indeed a cad. The way to avoid accusations of caddishness going forward is to be honest at the right time -- before the clothes come off.
-- The Talk
Setting Record Straight: Speak to her directly. Tell her you're checking in about some gossip going around and ask her if what you heard is true. If she did say that, then politely disabuse her of her assumption, and say you don't care about how fast someone sleeps with you. And clarify that you were under the impression she did not care, either. In fact, as soon as you came to understand that continuing to be sexual partners would confer a commitment, you politely stepped aside. If you ghosted her, then own up to it and apologize.
Either way, express empathy for her misunderstanding. Hopefully, you both can find some humor in the misunderstanding. If she's attached to the drama of being dumped, then be grateful you dodged a bullet and trust that your friends know you well enough to know you are not a cad.
-- Scout4Peace
Setting Record Straight: So the truth is you slept with her even though you suspected she liked you more than you liked her, and then dumped her because you liked her enough to sleep with her but not enough to date her? You're right, that doesn't sound better.
Do you care about making amends with this really cool girl, or do you just want to make sure other women in the friend group aren't discouraged from sleeping with you quickly? If you want to be on good terms with her, then try apologizing for being selfish and not thinking about her feelings. If you don't care, then they all basically have the right idea about you.
-- Look Within
Setting Record Straight: Dating mutual friends in your circle is a good way to lose friends. I'm sorry you are learning that lesson with someone who is showing poor character and badmouthing you. But a lot of us have learned that lesson a bit painfully. Also jumping into the gossip or escalating a conflict isn't going to help. I recommend lying low for a while. Set the record straight with close friends you would share those details with anyway. Otherwise, take the high road.
-- Friends Off Limits
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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Cooking chat: What's a good party dip for Fourth of July that can sit out?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-07-03

Every Wednesday at noon ET, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions. (The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, food writer Aaron Hutcherson and recipes editor Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice with customized answers that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Here are some questions we answered today:
Looking for more? Read on below:
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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5 watermelon drink recipes, including agua fresca and a Pimm's cup
Watermelon stars in these beverages, with and without alcohol, that can quench your thirst this summer.
By Aaron Hutcherson | 2024-07-03
I ate an entire watermelon the other day. Granted, it was one of those small, personal-size ones, but it was still large enough to fill an entire bowl after I cut it into cubes. I found myself drinking the juice left in the bottom of the bowl after I was finished with the fruit's flesh, but why not just start where I ended up? Sweet, juicy and refreshing, watermelon is a great ingredient in drinks. Blending and stirring it into one of the libations below can be a great alternative to simply eating it as is. (Plus, then you can sing "I've been drinkin', watermelon" along with Beyonce and be factually correct.)
Looking for other ways to put watermelon to use? Head to our recipe database for more ideas.
Above. Looking to make your own sports drink? Here's your chance. In addition to all of the other nutrition the fruit offers, the natural sugar in watermelon provides energy, and the fiber keeps that energy from hitting the blood system too quickly. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This variation on the classic English summer cocktail adds a lovely sweetness to the herbal notes of the namesake liqueur. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Dried hibiscus flowers add a nice tartness to this deep, rich, sour cocktail with smoky mezcal. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This drink features cachaca, a distilled spirit made from fermented sugar cane juice that is popular in Brazil. Get the recipe.

(Jennifer Chase for the Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post/Food Styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Enjoy this refreshing and herbal drink on its own, or spike it with alcohol for a tasty summer cocktail. Get the recipe.
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Dining chat: Why are some restaurants switching to fixed price menus?
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-07-03

Every Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET, Tom Sietsema answers your questions about dining out. (The Washington Post)


Thanks for joining my every-Wednesday-at-11 a.m. dining discussion. I'm here to answer your restaurant-related questions and solve your dining dilemmas, like how to best switch tables in the middle of a meal or what to do if the server doesn't pour all the contents of a bottle of wine.
I like to keep the format broad and open; recent chats have touched on tales of misbehaving dogs, how best to switch tables and when to let restaurants know about dietary restrictions.
Got an etiquette question? Want to know where to find a favorite dish? Or where to eat in another city? I aim to field those questions, too, occasionally with an assist from some of the smart chatters who frequent this hour-long discussion.
Meet me here Wednesday at 11 a.m. Eastern. You can find all of my reviews and past chats here.
Send us your question below. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
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Poached salmon with zucchini tzatziki is an easy but impressive dish
Delicate, tender fish gently poached in simmering water is a stunner atop creamy, cooling yogurt sauce.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-07-03

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


Poached salmon will always hold a spark of romance for me because it was the first dinner I ever made for my husband, roughly this time of year 30 years ago. It wouldn't be a stretch to say we fell in love over that meal of buttery, flaky fish draped in a cool, creamy yogurt sauce.
Making poached salmon, like nurturing a good relationship, involves a measure of care and attention, but there is an overall ease to it. You start by getting the poaching liquid together in a pan wide enough to hold the fish in a single layer. You season it -- in this case with lemon juice, sliced shallots and dill, but any combination of acid, aromatic and herb will work -- and bringing it to a boil.
Get the recipe: Poached Salmon With Zucchini Tzatziki
Then you add the salmon, reduce the heat, and cook the fish it until it flakes easily but is still tender inside. You don't want the poaching liquid to boil -- it's best to attentively adjust the heat to keep it gently simmering, just like with a new relationship. Once the salmon is transferred to a plate and is cool enough to handle, the skin is easily removed and the tender, pink fish is ready to be eaten either warm at that moment, or chilled for later. In this recipe it is first seasoned with a lovely sprinkle of lemon zest, salt and pepper.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


The creamy yogurt sauce for the fish in this recipe is similar to a Greek tzatziki, but is made with zucchini instead of the traditional cucumber, a twist, which gives it earthier flavor and more substantial texture. A key step is to remove as much liquid as possible from the grated vegetable by letting it drain for 15 minutes, then giving it a good squeeze.
The zucchini is then stirred with yogurt, garlic and olive oil, plus lemon, shallot and dill, which echo the flavors in the salmon poaching liquid. I like to add some fresh mint, too.
The creamy sauce is spread onto each plate, then topped with a fillet of the poached fish, and adorned with a drizzle of olive oil and feathery fronds of dill for a meal, which -- just like true love -- brings ample pleasure and nourishment.
Get the recipe: Poached Salmon With Zucchini Tzatziki
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Here are our predictions for what Obama's reading in 2024
The former president has revealed a lot about his literary tastes over almost 15 summers.
By Sophia Nguyen | 2024-07-04

Barack Obama usually releases a summer reading list in July. Which books will make the cut this year? (Carl Court/Getty Images)


After taking office in 2009, and almost every July since, Barack Obama has shared his summer reading with the public. It's become something of an annual ritual in the publishing world; the former president's literary endorsement boosts a book's profile roughly as much as winning a National Book Award, according to Kristen McLean, an analyst at Circana, which tracks book sales. (Neither Donald Trump nor Joe Biden has opted to take up the tradition.)
Book World once again analyzed Obama's past picks to make our best guesses at which recent titles might be on this summer's list. A couple of notes on methodology: This year's predictions lean heavily on fiction, in part because Obama generally adds more nonfiction to his "best of" lists, posted in December. They're also limited to books published this calendar year. (Though the former president sometimes picks books that are a little older, in recent years he's favored new releases.)

(Random House)


This is a consistent category on Obama's list, and it's easy to see this memoir catching his eye. Abdurraqib writes with bruised romanticism about sports fandom, hometown heroes and his deep, complicated love for Columbus, Ohio. (Also, Abdurraqib's essay collection "A Little Devil in America" made it on the 2022 summer list -- so we know the author is already on the former president's radar.)

(Pantheon)


It's a gamble to allot another precious slot to a book about sports -- and yet! This mashup of office satire (about a group of technical writers in Pittsburgh) and globe-trotting adventure (about a scheme to find a soccer prodigy somewhere in Africa) feels like a real contender, exploring the workings of the world economy.
"Help Wanted" has nothing to do with the beautiful game, but it does explore the nature of labor, following the lives of a group of employees at a big-box store. Waldman "endearingly portrays the struggles and dreams of everyday people who are trying to make life a little better," wrote The Post's Becky Meloan.
Okay, this one might be a stretch. (The Post's fiction critic, Ron Charles, said he had never reviewed a novel this explicit.) But if you squint, you can see the connection between some of Obama's past recommendations -- including Lauren Groff's "Fates and Furies," Tayari Jones's "An American Marriage," Raven Leilani's "Luster" and Sally Rooney's "Normal People" -- and where it might point. We know Obama likes to keep up with the literary moment, and 2024 has brought an unusual superabundance of troubled-marriage lit (see also: "Splinters," "This American Ex-Wife" and "Consent"). In a crowded field, July seems to have written the book that's blowing up everyone's DMs and group chats.

(Crown)


In an embarrassment of riches, both Larson and Hampton Sides published new works of narrative history in 2024. But since Obama picked up David Grann's "The Wager" last summer, maybe he'll turn away from high-seas adventurism and toward the Civil War. That "The Splendid and the Vile" was recommended in 2020 also gives Larson an extra edge.
Khong's novel, telling the story of three generations of a Chinese American family, uses a lightly sci-fi twist to probe questions that seem close to Obama's heart: How much of our destiny is of our own making? What do we do with our inheritance (whether financial, genetic, cultural or emotional)? Can children ever truly forge their own path, independent from their parents?
Obama has previously recommended Nicholas Carr's "The Shallows," Shoshana Zuboff's "The Age of Surveillance Capitalism" and Jenny Odell's "How to Do Nothing" -- and so Chayka's argument that algorithms are flattening culture seems like an intuitive next title for the "to be read" pile.
Ghosh's book stretches from 18th-century China and India to America's current opioid crisis. The Post's Becca Rothfeld wrote in her review that this "impressive history of the opium industry is an attempt to acknowledge 'the historical agency of botanical matter' -- to understand the drug 'as an actor in its own right.'"

(Riverhead)


Obama has a penchant for literary crime fiction -- Dennis Lehane and S.A. Cosby are list regulars -- and generally prefers ones set in America. (So despite his love of Colm Toibin and Paula Hawkins, it's safe to say that Tana French's latest won't show up, even if it does star an honorable retired cop from Chicago.) Since Obama put Moore's previous novel, "Long Bright River," on his "best of 2020" list, it's safe to guess that this one, about class tensions and moody adolescents at an Adirondacks summer camp, is on his bedside table.

(Doubleday)


Surprisingly, Obama has yet to express much interest in Everett's fiction -- maybe the domestic subject matter is too bitter, the metaliterary gamesmanship too arch. (Or even more simply: Obama doesn't pick up a lot of comic fiction.) But "James," Everett's riff on Huck Finn, is the author's biggest commercial swing yet -- plus, this year brought an extra nudge from Hollywood, in the form of "American Fiction," Cord Jefferson's Oscar-winning adaptation of "Erasure." (The arguably safer pick: "Wandering Stars," by Tommy Orange, an alumnus of the 2018 year-end list.)
Obama seems like a fan -- highlighting "The Lincoln Highway" in 2021 and "A Gentleman in Moscow" in 2017 -- and the author came out with a new book this spring. (Then again, Obama doesn't typically recommend story collections.)

(Hogarth)


Cunningham's debut novel seems in many ways like a natural fit for the summer list. It was praised by Ron Charles for "how elegantly Cunningham explores the mind of this young Black man struggling to divine his role in a nation woven from money and faith," and it seems particularly indebted to Marilynne Robinson, one of Obama's favorite authors. But there's a crucial dealbreaker: It's hard to imagine the former president endorsing a novel about his 2008 campaign, written by a former assistant in his White House. That said, he has highlighted books by Ben Rhodes and, of course, Michelle Obama.
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'June Zero': Bearing witness to the death of Adolf Eichmann
Jake Paltrow's powerful drama "June Zero" illuminates survivors and individual actions that should not be overlooked.
By Amy Nicholson | 2024-07-04

In "June Zero," Noam Ovadia plays Libyan immigrant David, a hot-tempered scamp with expressive eyebrows. (Cohen Media Group)


Jake Paltrow's soul-searching "June Zero" starts in 1961 Israel with reports that Holocaust architect Adolf Eichmann has been sentenced to death. Eichmann was found guilty of crimes against the Jewish people and crimes against humanity -- a scale of cruelty that's hard to grasp even for the characters here who shoulder responsibility for the court's decision.
Micha Aaronson (Tom Hagi), an Auschwitz survivor, built the case against Eichmann; Haim Gouri (Yoav Levi) must bear the bleak irony of keeping the inmate alive until his hanging; and Shlomi Zebco (Tzahi Grad), a fearsome factory owner, has agreed to construct an oven to cremate the corpse so that Eichmann's grave won't become a Nazi shrine. Zebco's apprentice is 13-year-old Libyan immigrant David (Noam Ovadia), a marvelous, hot-tempered scamp with expressive eyebrows, who must keep his morbid after-school job a secret even as his teacher berates him under the assumption that an Arab Jew is too ignorant and callous to grasp the rest of the nation's pain.
The film structures these stories like a relay race, one citizen's choice leading to the next, before they all collide in a deliberately underwhelming climax. Eichmann, as the audience already knows, will be executed and burned, his ashes dumped unceremoniously in international waters with all the pomp he deserved. Still, as Paltrow (Gwyneth's brother), who directed the film and co-wrote the screenplay with Tom Shoval, makes his own case that history is built of small, individual actions that tend to be overlooked, he allows himself a bit of gallows humor. (One worker jokes that the prime minister might like his Eichmann medium-rare.) As cremation is prohibited in the Jewish faith, Zebco constructs the country's first incinerator using, grimly, the schematics from an actual concentration camp. Nevertheless, Zebco's only hesitation is that he'd prefer to burn Eichmann alive. "I want to hear his screams," he leers. "More beautiful than Wagner."
Zebco is no hero. He did things immediately after the war that even his allies call terrorism. Like the other characters, he's a fictional creation. But the horrors he brags about, like the bombing of the King David Hotel that killed 91 people, are real. These are the tensions the intelligent script sets out to examine. The movie isn't preaching anything as simple as pacifist nonviolence; rather, it aims only to note that the scales of justice cannot balance one man's sins against millions of people's need for an appropriate (and legal) punishment. Having kidnapped Eichmann from Buenos Aires, the Israelis now in charge of the murderer's care feel obliged to adhere to an ethical rule book that runs counter to the moral violations he represents.

Yoav Levi plays Haim Gouri, who must keep Adolf Eichmann alive until his execution, in "June Zero." (Cohen Media Group)


Eichmann appears in the film, but the actor is uncredited and you never see his face in full. There's a bit of vengeful comedy when the cinematographer Yaron Scharf introduces him feet first on the toilet over the sounds of Beethoven's "Pathetique." Later, as Haim watches Eichmann while he sleeps, the film turns horror-movie red as the paranoid chain-smoker frets over his inert body like a first-time mother. Is Eichmann still breathing? Are assassins slipping into the prison to kill him?
As Micha sighs, one result of the Third Reich's inconceivable body count is that he and his fellow survivors had a hard time convincing people that any of it even happened -- the depravity was just too big. The testimonies that got Eichmann convicted were a major moment in engraving the facts into the public record, in getting the rest of the world to hear and believe. When Micha travels to Poland to tell his own story to a group of visitors, Paltrow restrains himself from filming any reenactments. Instead, he makes the simple yet dramatic choice to have the camera travel in time with Micha's memories of being beaten, capturing the way he moved, stood and ran.
Shortly after, there's pair of powerhouse monologues framed as a conversation between Micha and a Jewish Agency employee, a young woman named Ada (Joy Rieger). Micha explains what drives him to keep living in his trauma; she counters that becoming a ghetto tourist guide turns him into a circus freak show. "I don't want 'Never forget' to become 'Only remember,'" she argues. The two can't come to an agreement, and it's likely the audiences exiting the theater afterward won't, either.
Unrated. At Landmark E Street Cinema. Contains mature themes, a glimpse of Eichmann's body on the gallows and a shot of his charred skull. In Hebrew and Spanish, with subtitles. 105 minutes.
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Third time's the charmless for 'MaXXXine' and Ti West's horror trilogy
Mia Goth revisits 1980s cliches and loses her steely agency as the star of this cluttered sequel.
By Ty Burr | 2024-07-04

Mia Goth stars in "MaXXXine" as a player in the booming 1980s adult video industry. (Justin Lubin/A24)


"MaXXXine" is the third in Ti West's lovingly retro trilogy of horror films that began with "X" and "Pearl" (both 2022). Sadly, it's the first to disappoint.
Even by the meta-standards of the past decade's horror renaissance, those initial two movies were special -- gory, funny, smart, unnerving. With its tale of a low-budget rural porn shoot that turns into a bloodbath, "X" aped the faded 16mm film stock of the 1970s and the gritty shock of Me Decade drive-in classics like "The Texas Chain Saw Massacre." "Pearl" was even more striking: The backstory of the first film's elderly psycho killer, it takes place in 1918, at the dawn of Hollywood and our culture's delusional dreams of stardom -- of being seen. Both films raised actress Mia Goth -- who co-wrote "Pearl" with West and co-produced "Pearl" and "MaXXXine" -- to a new level of pop visibility, and for good reason: She's the body, brains and subversive soul of the series.
Not to mention the survivor. Having played both the desperate-to-be-famous porn newbie Maxine Minx and the ancient murderess Pearl in "X," and having played Pearl as a young Lizzie Borden in the making in "Pearl," Goth begins "MaXXXine" in 1985 Hollywood, where Maxine has become an established player in the booming adult video industry. She's eager to go legit, though, and early in the film aces an audition to play the lead in a horror movie being directed by the fearsome British auteur Liz Bender (Elizabeth Debicki, towering over her co-stars like an ominous giraffe).
We're in the era of the satanic panic, with the Moral Majority protesting Bender's production outside the studio gates and a serial killer dubbed the Night Stalker leaving a trail of mutilated corpses all around town. After two stripper acquaintances of Maxine's are murdered, a pair of police detectives (Michelle Monaghan and Bobby Cannavale) start hovering, but the heroine is leery of cops for reasons apparent to anyone who saw "X."
Where that first film was grounded in the looks, sounds and feel of low-budget '70s schlock, "MaXXXine" is bound to the aesthetics of 1980s B-movies: big hair, tinny synthesizers, cheap production values and a sleazy sadism that plays like the dark side of Ronald Reagan's Morning in America. This movie's antecedents were all over pay cable's late-night schedule in 1985, and to be perfectly blunt, they had an unpleasant buzz. (A proposed theory: Hollywood was running on cocaine in the '80s, whereas '70s filmmaking was mostly weed-based.)
The casting's fine: Chloe Farnworth and Halsey exude the proper Skinemax vibe as ladies of the evening, and Giancarlo Esposito rocks an excellent toupee as Maxine's agent, loyal to the bloody end. The gifted soul singer Moses Sumney turns up as the heroine's best friend, a video store manager with a taste for grade-Z horror films like "The Great Alligator" (Italy, 1979). And while this is the second new release this week to feature Kevin Bacon (the other is "Beverly Hills Cop: Axel F"), it's the only one in which he seems to be having any fun, as a Southern-fried private detective on Maxine's sanguine trail.

Halsey and Mia Goth in "MaXXXine." (Justin Lubin/A24)


You know who's not having any fun? Goth's Maxine, who in the new film has lost the steely agency she showed in "X" and is subject to gruesome flashbacks, panic attacks and the fact that she's being shadowed by a killer (who may or may not be the killer; it's confusing). In a possible nod to Brian De Palma's "Dressed to Kill" (1980), we only see the stalker's black leather gloves, but his identity will be obvious to anyone who's been paying attention. Is that West's way of mocking the genre, or is it just bad writing? It's impossible to tell, and that's a problem.
Weighed down by too many plot strands, "MaXXXine" ultimately collapses in an over-the-top climax set in the hills above Sunset Boulevard, followed by a showdown at the Hollywood sign. The film was mostly shot on the old Universal lot, using only cameras and equipment that would have been available in the 1980s, and period fetishism seems to have trumped basic dramatic coherence.
The themes that bubbled half-articulated under "X" and "Pearl" -- of the need for stardom as an extension of a homicidal ego, of America as a place in which a woman's sole value is being looked at -- go off the rails with, among other things, some easy potshots at televangelism and the madness of cults. The problem with making homages to junky genre movies is that sometimes you just end up with a junky genre movie.
R. At area theaters. Contains strong violence, gore, sexual content, graphic nudity, language and drug use. 104 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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No one could rescue a troubled movie like Robert Towne
The most celebrated screenwriter of the 1970s was a shadowy, mercurial figure who gave us "Chinatown" and many more hits.
By Ty Burr | 2024-07-03

Robert Towne, who wrote scripts for "Chinatown," "Shampoo" and the first two Mission: Impossible films, pictured in 2006. (Peter Morris/The Sydney Morning Herald/Fairfax Media/Getty Images)


"I want to write a movie for Jack."
"What kind of movie?"
"A detective movie. Maybe Jane Fonda for the blonde."
"What's it about?"
"Los Angeles. In the '30s. Before the war."
"What happens?"
"I don't know. That's all I know."
Thus spake screenwriter Robert Towne to his then-girlfriend, Julie Payne, one night in 1970. And therein lies the seeds not only of "Chinatown" (1974), one of the greatest dark fables America has ever told about itself, but the legend of Towne himself, the most celebrated screenwriter of the New Hollywood era of the 1970s and a shadowy, mercurial figure behind the titles.
Towne, who died Tuesday in Los Angeles at 89, won a single Oscar, for writing "that movie for Jack [Nicholson]," as Sam Wasson recounts in his 2020 book "The Big Goodbye: Chinatown and the Last Years of Hollywood." But his writing and his influence stretched far beyond "Chinatown" or the other movies on which he received credit -- movies such as "The Last Detail" (1973), "Shampoo" (1975), "The Firm" (1993) and the first two Mission: Impossible films (1996 and 2000).
A storied script doctor from the 1970s into the new century, Towne was the man you called in when your screenplay had painted itself into a corner and you needed a genius to get you out. Because he took payment but rarely credit for his surgical efforts, we owe Towne more than we realize. The heartbreaking scene between Don Corleone (Marlon Brando) and his son Michael (Al Pacino) at the end of "The Godfather" (1972)? Towne wrote it (and Francis Ford Coppola thanked him for it in his Oscar acceptance speech). The scene in "Bonnie and Clyde" (1967) where the gang kidnaps a man (the young Gene Wilder) who turns out to be a mortician, and the air suddenly gets sucked out of the movie's high spirits? Towne moved it earlier in the movie and rewrote it to cast the necessary pall of doom over the title couple.

From left, Gene Hackman, Warren Beatty and Faye Dunaway in "Bonnie and Clyde." (Everett Collection)


"The Parallax View" (1974), "The Missouri Breaks" (1976), "Marathon Man" (1976), "Heaven Can Wait" (1978), "Reds" (1981), "Fatal Attraction" (1987), "Crimson Tide" (1995), "Armageddon" (1998) -- all undercover Robert Towne rewrite jobs. Said a producer who worked with him on "The Last Detail," according to Peter Biskind's 1999 book, "Easy Riders, Raging Bulls": "He had this ability ... to leave a sense of moisture on the page, as if he just breathed on it in some way. There was always something that jostled your sensibilities ... the feeling that something accidental and true to the life of a human being had happened there."
The irony is that "Chinatown," the movie that cemented Towne's status among his peers and in pop-culture history, had its ending rewritten by director Roman Polanski over the screenwriter's vocal protests. Urged by Payne to research the dirt behind Los Angeles's founding, Towne wove a historical civic crime -- the theft of the city's water in the 1930s -- into his detective story, and he compounded the sin by making John Huston's villainous businessman, Noah Cross, an incestuous monster who had fathered a child by his own daughter Evelyn (Faye Dunaway). In Towne's version, Evelyn shoots her father dead. In Polanski's film, Evelyn dies, evil triumphs, and the rich get away with it. "Forget it, Jake. It's Chinatown."

Jack Nicholson in "Chinatown." (Everett Collection)


Flashback to a few years earlier, when Towne was pitching the script to producer Robert Evans. According to Wasson's book, Evans said, "It's set in Chinatown?" Towne replied, "No. Chinatown is a state of mind."
Exactly. Without Polanski's ending, the film might not have lasted, might not continue to resonate right up to this very week in American history. But without Towne's understanding of that "state of mind" -- the murk we can't see through, the hidden connections we'll never fathom -- "Chinatown" might never have existed in the first place.
There are darker sides to his story. Film historians such as Biskind and Wasson have documented how cocaine fueled the work and destroyed the lives of not just Towne but many of his New Hollywood peers. The four movies he directed -- "Personal Best" (1982), "Tequila Sunrise" (1988), "Without Limits" (1998) and a brave, foolhardy adaptation of John Fante's 1939 L.A. novel "Ask the Dust" (2006) -- have their glories but also their self-indulgences. And Towne's secretive writing collaborations with former roommate and lifelong friend Edward Taylor, revealed at length in Wasson's book, remain to be clarified. (Taylor styled himself as a "consultant" to the few who knew about the unpaid and uncredited relationship, but his input on the story structure of "Chinatown" and other Towne scripts may have been substantial. A subject for further research.)
And yet, in his ego and his talent, his idealism and soul-searching doubt, Towne was at least as much the author of the films he wrote as the men who directed them. And he was as much an architect of America's post-'60s cultural "state of mind" -- impassioned, conspiratorial, hopeful, damned -- as anyone could claim to be. If movies, at their best, are stories we tell about ourselves, Robert Towne told the truth.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.

Director Robert Towne and star Michelle Pfeiffer on the set of the 1988 film "Tequila Sunrise." (Everett Collection)
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The 'American Psycho' musical, now with a blood 'splash zone'
In the "American Psycho" musical, the songs by Duncan Sheik don't quite rise to the challenge, but the Monumental Theatre Co. production is provocative nonetheless.
By Missy Frederick | 2024-07-03

Kyle Dalsimer, left, plays Patrick Bateman in "American Psycho" at Monumental Theatre Co. (Christopher Mueller)


Americans just can't stop obsessing about serial killers, from the true crime likes of Dahmer and Bundy to fictional counterparts like Hannibal and Dexter.
Firmly in the latter canon, of course, is "American Psycho's" Patrick Bateman, who first came on the scene in Bret Easton Ellis's relentless, divisive novel, and got pushed further into public consciousness courtesy of Christian Bale's memorable movie performance in 2000. Come 2013, Bateman improbably got the musical theater treatment (first in London, then later on Broadway for only 54 official performances, both to mixed reviews), courtesy of "Spring Awakening" composer and '90s "Barely Breathing" one-hit wonder Duncan Sheik -- and now, more than a decade later, Alexandria's youthful, vibrant Monumental Theatre Co. is giving that rendition its D.C. premiere (and it's only been staged nationally once, in Chicago, since Broadway).
"American Psycho" takes place largely in the mind of finance bro Bateman (Kyle Dalsimer), who spends his evenings abusing, maiming and murdering homeless men, prostitutes, neighbors, even co-workers. Despite this, most of his mental real estate gets devoted to detailed facts about pop music, luxury clothing brands, skin care, fitness, and '90s modernist cuisine. He's status-focused to a fault, and while the work's clinical sadism isn't for everyone, its satire of a certain type of cocaine-fueled climber, murderer or not, is undeniably sharp.
The answer to "Why now?" for this particular production isn't immediately obvious (it's worth noting Bateman's idolization of then-finance mogul Donald Trump plays a little differently these days), but it's an intriguing ride to discover what director Michael Windsor and the cast does with the provocative work. Their approach is immersive: the small black-box theater has been transformed into New York City's Tunnel nightclub; there's no live band, but there's a DJ on hand (music director Marika Countouris) helping to "spin" the recorded backdrop (this decision, which Countouris's notes ground in Bateman's embrace of recorded music over live, leads to occasional volume and balance issues).
Actors weave their way through cocktail tables surrounding the small stage platform, and lighting cues urge audience members to temporarily relocate to make room for the action. We're even urged to cover our shoes with disposable booties, in case we get seated in a blood-spatter "splash zone."

The finance bros of "American Psycho." (Christopher Mueller)


The splash warnings are a little exaggerated -- I'm not sure what it says about me that I expected more blood, especially in the first act's chilling, strobe-lit climax (or that I jotted down notes like "crucifixion scene artfully executed" -- hey, it's a weird show). But even for the desensitized, parts of "American Psycho" are undeniably disturbing. There's the gross-out factor -- Bateman squishes eyeballs, drills into flesh and plays with entrails -- but hardest to watch are two scenes depicting the violent degradation, abuse, and eventual murder of two sex workers.
Dalsimer makes for a remarkable Bateman -- he's suitably menacing, offers a strong, guttural vocal performance and particularly excels at drawing the humor and magnetism out of the character's deadpan observations. His charisma (contrasted with the vapidity of Bateman's surrounding social circle) is effective in generating an uncomfortable amount of empathy for a merciless psychopath. He's surrounded by several formidable supporting performances, particularly Kaeli Patchen as lovesick secretary Jean, and Sydne Lyons in a handful of roles, including Bateman's distant mother. Only Jordyn Taylor's exaggerated performance as Evelyn, Bateman's chattering girlfriend, feels out of sync with the rest of the players.

Music director Marika Countouris is the DJ. (Christopher Mueller)


Sheik is adept at capturing a clubby, period-appropriate synth feel with his score, though his original songs get weighed down by some clunky lyrics ("you're such a card" in a song devoted to ... business card specs; the rhyming of "city" and an expletive elsewhere). The score could use some trimming, especially as outside voices keep trying to humanize Bateman.
While not technically a jukebox musical, "American Psycho" weaves some '80s hits into the mix; a harmony-driven rendition of Phil Collins's "In the Air Tonight" proves particularly haunting. Ahmad Maaty's choreography brings zesty energy to the table, influenced by break dancing, club-gyrating and even aerobics, though there are occasional clumsy moments of execution.
Should "American Psycho" be a musical? It's an interesting experiment, Broadway's done less with more intuitive source material and Monumental's cast demonstrates an admirable commitment to the work. Unfortunately, Sheik's songs, to borrow from Bateman's beloved Huey Lewis, lean a little more square than hip.
American Psycho, through July 21 at the Ainslie Art Center in Alexandria, Va. About 21/2 hours, including an intermission. monumentaltheatre.org.
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Today's rockers salute the past with tribute album 'DC Does Dischord'
 Six of the 27 local acts that contributed a cover of a song from Dischord's catalogue will perform at the Black Cat on Friday.
By Mark Jenkins | 2024-07-03

Dot Dash. (Valerie Ellis)


Dot Dash singer-guitarist Terry Banks remembers once when his band was recording at Inner Ear, the studio most associated with the local punk rock label Dischord. "There was this Japanese thrash band there. They were taking pictures of doorknobs and the sofa. Like, 'Brian Baker probably sat on that sofa. Get a picture!'"
The local musician marveled to see rockers from the other side of the globe venerating relics of Minor Threat bassist and guitarist Baker, later of Dag Nasty, Bad Religion and many others. "When you see things like that, you realize how much Dischord is cherished by people," Banks says.
Someone else who cherished Dischord from afar is Celebration Summer bassist Greg Raelson, organizer of a new tribute album, "Yesterday and Today: DC Does Dischord." Celebration Summer and Dot Dash are two of the 27 local acts that contributed a cover of a song from Dischord's catalogue to the record. (Some of the proceeds from the album will benefit We Are Family D.C., which aids inner-city seniors.) The two groups are also among the six that will perform at a record-release show this weekend at the Black Cat.
A Southern California native, Raelson moved to the D.C. area in 2001 and has spent most of the subsequent years here. "Even in the '90s, when I was in high school and college, I felt a very deep connection, philosophically and musically, to the Dischord and the D.C. scenes," he recalls.
Dischord was founded in 1980 to release a seven-inch EP by the Teen Idles, whose members were in high school. Its other early releases were also by D.C. teenage bands.
Raelson got into punk as a teenager, but it took him a little longer to join a band. "I didn't even start playing a musical instrument, really, until I was 42," he allows. "And I'm turning 48 this year."
Banks wasn't a punk follower as a teen, preferring what he calls "more the Tommy Keene, Slickee Boys side" of local indie rock music. But Dot Dash does have a direct link to the early-1980s Dischord scene. Its drummer is Danny Ingram, once a member of Youth Brigade, whose debut EP was released by Dischord in 1981.
Dot Dash is one of only two acts featured on the tribute album that includes a member of an early Dischord band. (The other is Rise Defy, which features Scream's Enoch "Skeeter" Thompson.) Ingram provides another intergenerational connection: His son, Sam Ingram, is in Toro, whose contribution to "Yesterday and Today" is, of course, a Youth Brigade song.
Toro will perform at the Black Cat show, along with Supreme Commander, Braceface and Breezy Supreme. The six groups will each play a half-hour set. "Bands are going to be playing their originals as well as possibly some covers, possibly some Dischord covers," Raelson explains.
Two other intriguing links to Dischord history are the covers by Don Zientara and J. Robbins. Zientara, who owns Inner Ear and recorded many Dischord sessions, offers a de-punked version of Soulside's "Reconstruction." Robbins does a radical electronic reworking of "I'm James Dean," an early track by Government Issue, a band he joined five years after that song was released.

Celebration Summer. (Alec Berry)


Celebration Summer's Dischord cover is "For Want Of," by the short-lived but highly influential Rites of Spring. Other bands offer songs by such well-known groups as Fugazi, Minor Threat, Scream and Jawbox. The more pop-oriented Dot Dash, however, chose a tune by the Snakes, probably the most obscure of the 27 acts commemorated on "Yesterday and Today."
"I had to find something that's sort of in my wheelhouse," Banks says of "My Girl Gloria," a bouncy ditty with a most un-Dischord sound. "I found that song, and I thought, 'Oh, we could do this.'"
July 5 at 7 p.m. (doors) at the Black Cat, 1811 14th St. NW. blackcatdc.com. $20.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/music/2024/07/03/dischord-tribute-concert-dc/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




feed_6/article_8/images/img2_u24.jpg





feed_6/article_8/images/img3_u1.jpg





feed_6/article_4/images/img1_u17.jpg





feed_6/article_10/images/img2_u2.jpg





feed_6/article_10/images/img1_u27.jpg





feed_6/article_8/images/img1_u30.jpg





cover.jpg
The Washington
Post

Thu, 04 Jul 2024





feed_6/article_2/images/img1_u78.jpg





feed_6/article_9/images/img4_u9.jpg
e





feed_6/article_9/images/img5_u3.jpg





feed_6/article_9/images/img2_u23.jpg





feed_6/article_9/images/img3_u17.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img2_u38.jpg





feed_6/article_9/images/img1_u46.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img8.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img7.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img10.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img4_u4.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img9.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img5_u6.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img1_u43.jpg





feed_0/article_20/images/img2_u5.jpg
What’s motivating your support?

Vote for my candidate

All Biden supporters

Biden Democrats

All Trump supporters

Trump Republicans

Source: CNN-SSRS

25%

® Vote against his opponent

50 75 100

THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_5/article_0/images/img6.jpg





feed_0/article_21/images/img1_u69.jpg





feed_5/article_0/images/img3_u11.jpg





feed_0/article_9/images/img3_u9.jpg





feed_0/article_9/images/img1_u42.jpg





feed_4/article_0/images/img2_u14.jpg
Cometothinkof it

Bakko was the Bangkok Metropolitan Adrinistration.
Ve, thisisSorano. s Kubora's uncle.

Frstof s, whats 2 el hange it to Mokur-kun
il all my fathr. Congratlationsto you. Hm






feed_9/article_0/images/img2_u16.jpg





feed_5/article_2/images/img1_u7.jpg





feed_4/article_0/images/img1_u52.jpg
L






feed_9/article_0/images/img4_u10.jpg
A SAGA OF HUBRIS, HEARTBREAK, AND
HEROISM AT THE DAWN OF THE CIVIL WAR

THE

THE #1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF

THE DEVIL IN THE WHITE-EITY"A~o THE SPLENDID AND THE VILE






feed_9/article_0/images/img7_u3.jpg
> GREAT -
EXPECTATIONS

A Novel

CUNNINGHAM





feed_4/article_0/images/img3_u3.jpg
e W Ve B 9 e e

Descibe what you'd e o creste

ong, W ockyridge i th deep desert, bathed i warm
3ty e e g i 3 et rnning i






feed_9/article_0/images/img6_u1.jpg
PERCIVAL EVERETT

PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST





feed_4/article_0/images/img4_u5.jpg
Launch Error






feed_9/article_0/images/img3_u18.jpg
A NOVEL

JOSEPH O'NEILL

PEN/FAULKNER AWARD—-WINNING AUTHOR OF NETHERLAND





feed_5/article_3/images/img1_u21.jpg





feed_5/article_3/images/img2_u26.jpg





feed_0/article_22/images/img1_u58.jpg





feed_0/article_12/images/img2_u37.jpg





feed_0/article_12/images/img1_u40.jpg





feed_0/article_20/images/img1_u28.jpg





feed_0/article_20/images/img3_u16.jpg
Views of the 2024 election
@ Biden @ Trump

25% 50 75 1

1<}

0
Vote choice Overall

Think will win  Overall

Source: New York Times-Siena College, June 2024

ON POST





feed_3/article_13/images/img1_u41.jpg





feed_9/article_3/images/img2_u33.jpg





feed_9/article_1/images/img2_u4.jpg





feed_3/article_11/images/img1_u45.jpg





feed_9/article_1/images/img1_u73.jpg





feed_9/article_3/images/img1_u57.jpg





feed_9/article_3/images/img3_u2.jpg





feed_3/article_7/images/img2_u39.jpg





feed_9/article_3/images/img4.jpg





feed_0/article_18/images/img1_u62.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img2_u30.jpg





feed_0/article_14/images/img1_u49.jpg
you, JOE

END YOUR
CANDIDACY






feed_0/article_3/images/img1_u76.jpg





feed_9/article_0/images/img1_u39.jpg





feed_0/article_3/images/img2_u28.jpg





feed_4/article_1/images/img1_u6.jpg





feed_9/article_0/images/img5_u2.jpg
bestselling
authov of
Long Bright

Ruiver





feed_0/article_5/images/img2_u22.jpg





feed_0/article_5/images/img1_u10.jpg





feed_9/article_4/images/img1_u3.jpg





feed_3/article_5/images/img2_u8.jpg





feed_9/article_4/images/img2_u21.jpg





feed_3/article_3/images/img1_u36.jpg





feed_9/article_4/images/img3_u12.jpg





feed_3/article_5/images/img8_u1.jpg





feed_9/article_2/images/img2_u32.jpg





feed_9/article_2/images/img1_u14.jpg





feed_0/article_10/images/img2_u1.jpg
Views of the United States

@ Generally trust the federal government O Proud of the country today
@ Think the United States is the best country in the world to live in

25% 50 75 100

Overall

Biden supporters 5
Democrats
Independents

Republicans

Trump supporters

Source: Fox News, June 2024 THE WASHINGTON POST






feed_3/article_7/images/img1_u16.jpg





feed_0/article_8/images/img1_u5.jpg
<National Convention
S cHICAGO, IL, USA

Democratic Nationy|
AUGUST 15-22

D
N
r

Chichg,





feed_0/article_4/images/img1_u29.jpg





feed_9/article_5/images/img1_u56.jpg





feed_3/article_1/images/img1.jpg





feed_0/article_4/images/img2_u31.jpg





feed_3/article_0/images/img1_u74.jpg





feed_9/article_5/images/img2_u12.jpg





feed_0/article_9/images/img2_u25.jpg





feed_0/article_10/images/img3_u15.jpg
Views of candidate policies and proposals

® Approve of restricting the number of asylum seekers entering the U.S. (Biden)
@ Approve of eliminating federal taxes on tips paid to workers (Trump)

2 Change when candidate is mentioned

25% 50 75 100
Overall =
«o
Biden supporters ® >
—e
Democrats
—
i —
Republicans
-—>
—
Trump supporters
*~—

Source: Fox News, June 2024 THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_0/article_10/images/img1_u12.jpg





mastheadImage.jpg
@he Washington Post





feed_3/article_4/images/img2_u10.jpg





feed_8/article_6/images/img1_u63.jpg
FOOD | LIVE CHAT

Chat with Aaron and Becky

Wednesdays at 12 p.m. ET





feed_3/article_4/images/img1_u53.jpg





feed_3/article_5/images/img1_u26.jpg





feed_8/article_7/images/img1_u67.jpg





feed_0/article_13/images/img1_u64.jpg





feed_8/article_0/images/img1_u66.jpg





feed_3/article_5/images/img6_u2.jpg





feed_3/article_5/images/img3_u10.jpg





feed_0/article_11/images/img1_u48.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img4_u8.jpg
Shift in polling averages before and after the debate
= Biden = Trump Debate

4T% National Arizona Georgia

N\//—

45

43
a1
39 -’/"\\ /\__,_\
37
June 15 July 3 June 15 July 3 June 15 July 3
4% Michigan Pennsylvania Wisconsin
45
43 \'_/.//\‘
) B ><y/<
39
37
June 15 July 3 June 15 July 3 June 15 July 3

Source: 538 THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_3/article_5/images/img7_u1.jpg





feed_8/article_7/images/img3_u5.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img1_u15.jpg





feed_3/article_5/images/img5.jpg





feed_8/article_7/images/img4_u3.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img2_u34.jpg
Shift in support before and after the debate
Among likely voters in head-to-head question.
—Biden = Trump

Overall Black Hispanic White
100%

’ ra

-
— >) .
5 \\

Before  After Before  After Before  After Before  After

1005 Men Women Under 30 65 and older
75
50 s d — ;
Tl
25

Before  After Before  After Before  After Before  After

Source: New York Times-Siena College, June-July 2024 THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_3/article_5/images/img4_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_17/images/img3_u13.jpg
Views of Biden’s effectiveness in the job

Among likely voters.

-> Biden's age is such a problem that he is not capable of handling the job of president.
-> Biden's age makes him ineffective, but he is still able to handle the job.

~> Don't view Biden as too old to be effective

Overall Black Hispanic White
75%

50

25

Vo
I
AN
vV

Before  After Before  After Before  After Before  After

75% Men Women Under 30 65 and older
—
0 A
— P
—
25 § >§ \
—5
—

Before  After Before  After Before  After Before  After

Source: New York Times-Siena College, June-July 2024 THE WASHINGTON POST





feed_3/article_5/images/img9_u1.jpg





feed_8/article_7/images/img2_u36.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img2_u6.jpg





feed_8/article_4/images/img4_u6.jpg





feed_8/article_4/images/img5_u5.jpg





feed_8/article_4/images/img2_u19.jpg





feed_3/article_9/images/img1_u20.jpg





feed_8/article_4/images/img3_u8.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img2_u17.jpg





feed_3/article_8/images/img1_u51.jpg





feed_8/article_1/images/img1_u60.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img1_u47.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img2_u20.jpg





feed_3/article_2/images/img2_u29.jpg





feed_8/article_5/images/img1_u18.jpg





feed_0/article_6/images/img3_u4.jpg





feed_3/article_2/images/img1_u50.jpg





feed_0/article_7/images/img1_u38.jpg





feed_3/article_10/images/img1_u25.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img3_u7.jpg





feed_0/article_16/images/img1_u44.jpg





feed_7/article_0/images/img1_u79.jpg





feed_2/article_1/images/img1_u55.jpg





feed_1/article_5/images/img1_u34.jpg





feed_1/article_3/images/img1_u35.jpg





feed_1/article_1/images/img1_u19.jpg





feed_2/article_7/images/img1_u77.jpg





feed_8/article_8/images/img1_u72.jpg
DINING OUT | LIVE CHAT

Ask Tom

Sietsema
Wednesdays at 11 a.m. ET






feed_8/article_4/images/img1_u4.jpg
e






feed_1/article_6/images/img5_u4.jpg





feed_8/article_9/images/img2.jpg





feed_2/article_0/images/img2.png
Storm Threat
Level 1

Everyday Storm
Readiness

Chance of storms

Isolated storms may
be severe





feed_1/article_6/images/img1_u24.jpg





feed_2/article_0/images/img1_u32.jpg





feed_8/article_9/images/img1_u33.jpg





feed_2/article_6/images/img1_u9.jpg





feed_6/article_11/images/img1_u37.jpg





feed_1/article_9/images/img1_u23.jpg





feed_1/article_2/images/img1_u54.jpg





feed_7/article_3/images/img1_u31.jpg





feed_7/article_1/images/img1_u71.jpg
=






feed_1/article_8/images/img1_u68.jpg





feed_7/article_2/images/img1_u75.jpg





feed_1/article_4/images/img1.png





feed_6/article_7/images/img2_u11.jpg





feed_2/article_4/images/img1_u61.jpg





feed_2/article_5/images/img1_u11.jpg





feed_2/article_5/images/img2_u15.jpg





feed_2/article_5/images/img3_u6.jpg
High temperature forecast for Thursday

Degrees Fahrenheit (°F)

8 9 100 10 120

JY0: 91

Source: National Digital Forec THE WASHINGTON PO





feed_2/article_3/images/img1_u65.jpg
RICHARD
TERRELL
CUPP





feed_6/article_7/images/img5_u1.jpg





feed_6/article_7/images/img1_u8.jpg
POLLING |
PLACE
WAY IN






feed_6/article_7/images/img3_u14.jpg





feed_2/article_3/images/img2_u13.jpg





feed_6/article_7/images/img4_u2.jpg
POLLING
STATION





feed_6/article_6/images/img1_u2.jpg
POLLING STATION






feed_6/article_6/images/img2_u9.jpg





feed_1/article_6/images/img7_u2.jpg





feed_1/article_6/images/img3.jpg





feed_1/article_6/images/img4_u1.jpg





feed_1/article_6/images/img2_u18.jpg





feed_1/article_6/images/img6_u3.jpg





feed_1/article_7/images/img1_u59.jpg





feed_2/article_2/images/img1_u13.jpg





feed_6/article_1/images/img1_u22.jpg
3 = ol #, A
= Helix

HIII'IIIIF:III“IIII"I’IIIIII(I"‘!‘IIIIIHIl"IlII[IIIII“IIIIT g 4,111, 1






feed_6/article_1/images/img2_u35.jpg





feed_6/article_5/images/img2_u7.jpg





feed_6/article_3/images/img2_u3.jpg





feed_6/article_3/images/img1_u1.jpg





feed_6/article_4/images/img2_u27.jpg





feed_6/article_5/images/img1_u70.jpg





