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        Biden says pressure on him is driven by elites. Voters paint a more complicated picture
      

      
        Biden's candidacy faces new peril, including first Senate Democrat saying he should exit race
      

      
        Trump wants Black and Latino support. But he's not popular with either group, poll analysis shows
      

      
        Russian missile attack on Ukraine's largest hospital complicates treatment of kids with cancer
      

      
        Wildfire risk rises as Western states dry out amid ongoing heat wave baking most of the US
      

      
        House rejects GOP effort to fine Attorney General Garland for refusal to turn over Biden audio
      

      
        Gun and ammunition evidence is the focus as Alec Baldwin trial starts second day
      

      
        People of diverse backgrounds in France welcome far right's defeat, but fear a rise in hate speech
      

      
        Chileans confront a homelessness crisis, a first for one of South America's richest countries
      

      
        Demand for rare elements used in clean energy could help clean up abandoned coal mines in Appalachia
      

      
        Jasmine Paolini wins Wimbledon's longest women's semifinal to reach a second Grand Slam title match
      

      
        Hungary's nationalist leader to visit Trump at Mar-a-Lago following NATO summit
      

      
        Biden's press conference will be a key test for him. But he's no master of the big rhetorical moment
      

      
        US inflation cools again, potentially paving way for Fed to cut interest rates soon
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        Government power in the US is a swirl of checks and balances, as a recent Supreme Court ruling shows
      

      
        Biden looks to union leaders for support as he seeks to reassure worried Democrats
      

      
        Las Vegas hits record of fifth consecutive day of 115 degrees or greater as heat wave scorches US
      

      
        NBA agrees to terms on a record 11-year, $76 billion media rights deal, AP source says
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Biden says pressure on him is driven by elites. Voters paint a more complicated picture

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Some Democratic voters in battleground Michigan are ambivalent about whether President Joe Biden should step aside following a disastrous debate performance (AP video: Mike Householder, Isabella Volmert and Joey Cappelletti)
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            1 of 11 | 
            Dr. Craig Tatum, pastor for New Life Baptist Church Ministries, talks about voting in the November presidential election, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. President Joe Biden says the pressure on him to end his reelection campaign is coming from Democratic Party "elites." But a sampling of voters and Democratic activists in several key swing states paints a far more complicated picture in the aftermath of Biden's disastrous debate performance. Tatum says many people he speaks with found Biden's performance troubling but remain committed to voting Democratic after seeing Trump's presidency and character. (AP Photo/Al Goldis)
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            Dr. Pamela Pugh, a Democratic candidate for Michigan's 8th Congressional District and current member of the State Board of Education, talks about voting in the November presidential election, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. President Joe Biden says the pressure to end his reelection campaign is coming from Democratic Party "elites." But a sampling of voters and Democratic activists in several key swing states paints a far more complicated picture. Pugh called Biden's debate performance "beyond subpar," and emphasized that Biden has "work to do in our communities" to earn another four years in office. (AP Photo/Al Goldis)
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            Christian Garrett talks about voting in the November presidential election, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. President Joe Biden says the pressure on him to end his reelection campaign is coming from Democratic Party "elites." But a sampling of voters and Democratic activists in several key swing states paints a far more complicated picture in the aftermath of Biden's disastrous debate performance. Garrett said he is unsure of how he is going to vote, believing Trump is vindictive and Biden is incompetent to continue leading. (AP Photo/Al Goldis)
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            Dr. Pamela Pugh, a Democratic candidate for Michigan's 8th Congressional District and current member of the State Board of Education, is pictured, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. President Joe Biden says the pressure to end his reelection campaign is coming from Democratic Party "elites." But a sampling of voters and Democratic activists in several key swing states paints a far more complicated picture. Pugh called Biden's debate performance "beyond subpar," and emphasized that Biden has "work to do in our communities" to earn another four years in office. (AP Photo/Al Goldis)
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            Ethan Williams talks about voting in the November presidential election, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. President Joe Biden says the pressure on him to end his reelection campaign is coming from Democratic Party "elites." But a sampling of voters and Democratic activists in several key swing states paints a far more complicated picture in the aftermath of Biden's disastrous debate performance. Williams, who turns 18 before the election in November, says "In terms of best chance of beating Trump, it would have to be Biden. But I don't like that fact." (AP Photo/Al Goldis)
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            Ethan Williams talks about voting in the November presidential election, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. President Joe Biden says the pressure on him to end his reelection campaign is coming from Democratic Party "elites." But a sampling of voters and Democratic activists in several key swing states paints a far more complicated picture in the aftermath of Biden's disastrous debate performance. Williams, who turns 18 before the election in November, says "In terms of best chance of beating Trump, it would have to be Biden. But I don't like that fact." (AP Photo/Al Goldis)
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            Dr. Craig Tatum, pastor for New Life Baptist Church Ministries, talks about voting in the November presidential election, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. President Joe Biden says the pressure on him to end his reelection campaign is coming from Democratic Party "elites." But a sampling of voters and Democratic activists in several key swing states paints a far more complicated picture in the aftermath of Biden's disastrous debate performance. Tatum says many people he speaks with found Biden's performance troubling but remain committed to voting Democratic after seeing Trump's presidency and character. (AP Photo/Al Goldis)
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            Dr. Craig Tatum, pastor for New Life Baptist Church Ministries, talks about voting in the November presidential election, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. President Joe Biden says the pressure on him to end his reelection campaign is coming from Democratic Party "elites." But a sampling of voters and Democratic activists in several key swing states paints a far more complicated picture in the aftermath of Biden's disastrous debate performance. Tatum says many people he speaks with found Biden's performance troubling but remain committed to voting Democratic after seeing Trump's presidency and character. (AP Photo/Al Goldis)
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            Dr. Pamela Pugh, a Democratic candidate for Michigan's 8th Congressional District and current member of the State Board of Education, is pictured Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. President Joe Biden says the pressure to end his reelection campaign is coming from Democratic Party "elites." But a sampling of voters and Democratic activists in several key swing states paints a far more complicated picture. Pugh called Biden's debate performance "beyond subpar," and emphasized that Biden has "work to do in our communities" to earn another four years in office. (AP Photo/Al Goldis)
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            Dr. Pamela Pugh, a Democratic candidate for Michigan's 8th Congressional District and current member of the State Board of Education, talks about voting in the November presidential election, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. (AP Photo/Al Goldis)
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                                    Dr. Pamela Pugh, a Democratic candidate for Michigan's 8th Congressional District and current member of the State Board of Education, talks about voting in the November presidential election, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. (AP Photo/Al Goldis)
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            Christian Garrett talks about voting in the November presidential election, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Saginaw, Mich. President Joe Biden says the pressure on him to end his reelection campaign is coming from Democratic Party "elites." But a sampling of voters and Democratic activists in several key swing states paints a far more complicated picture in the aftermath of Biden's disastrous debate performance. Garrett said he is unsure of how he is going to vote, believing Trump is vindictive and Biden is incompetent to continue leading. (AP Photo/Al Goldis)
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                                        SAGINAW, Mich. (AP) -- Considering her choices in this year's rapidly approaching presidential election, Rochelle Jones thinks both major party candidates should step aside.
"They just need to get somebody that's going to run this country right, that don't have any health issues, that care about us people," the 39-year-old culinary worker at Michigan State University said this week.
As President Joe Biden struggles to recover from a disastrous debate performance last month, he has argued that desires for him to leave the campaign are limited to his party's " elite." But Jones' sentiment reflects a more nuanced reality unfolding in some of the most politically competitive states, from here in Michigan to Pennsylvania and Nevada.
In interviews this week, many voters said they still support Biden. But they also expressed concern that a lack of enthusiasm for his candidacy could cause a lot of Democratic voters to stay home, handing the race to Republican Donald Trump. Some are concerned as well about the impact Biden's continued candidacy would have on down-ballot races at a time when control of the U.S. House and Senate are also up for grabs.

    


Although Biden has gotten some of his strongest support in recent days from Black elected officials, many Black swing state voters said they were worried. Jones, who is Black, said she will probably vote for Biden when it comes down to it but feels he needs to address inflation, a top-of-mind issue for her.




The one unifying factor for most Democrats -- elites and regulars alike -- is the threat of a second Trump term. Biden has long argued that voters will reject Trump when faced with a one-on-one race, whatever their reservations about the incumbent.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	We want to hear from you: If you didn't vote in the 2020 election, would anything change your mind about voting?
	Read the latest: Follow AP's live coverage of this year's election.




    


Anxiety among rank-and-file voters comes as Biden fends off public and private pressure for him to relinquish the Democratic nomination and allow the party to field a different candidate to take on Trump in November. House Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi on Wednesday said merely "it's up to the president to decide" if he should stay in the race, Vermont Sen. Peter Welch called on Biden to withdraw from the election, becoming the first Senate Democrat to do so, and celebrity donor George Clooney also said Biden should not run.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"What I hear more so from people of color is, 'if not him, what's the alternative?'" said Craig Tatum, a pastor and prominent Black leader in Saginaw, Michigan. He said many people he speaks with found Biden's performance troubling but remain committed to voting Democratic after seeing Trump's presidency and character. 

    


A demographic microcosm of Michigan at large, Saginaw County is the only Michigan bellwether to side with the winner in the last four presidential elections. The county's namesake city, population 44,000, is about half Black, while surrounding areas are predominantly Republican.
Trump had a slight lead over Biden in two national polls of voters conducted after the debate. One of the polls -- conducted by SSRS for CNN -- found that three-quarters of voters, including more than half of Democratic voters, said the party has a better chance of winning the presidency in November with a candidate other than Biden. Around 7 in 10 voters -- and 45% of Democrats -- said that.

    


Biden's physical and mental ability is a reason to vote against him, according to the CNN/SSRS poll. And around 6 in 10 voters, including about one-quarter of Democrats, said that reelecting Biden as president this November would be a risky choice for the country rather than a safe one, according to a New York Times/Siena College poll. That poll also found that Democrats were split on whether Biden should remain the nominee.
Ethan Williams, who teaches at a summer education program in Saginaw, will turn 18 before the November election. He said he and his friends who watched the debate were shocked by what they saw.
"We were not excited to say the least," he said.
Williams said he found the Supreme Court's recent ruling on presidential immunity, Trump's felony convictions and the manifesto for a second Trump term known as Project 2025 to be particularly alarming. He plans to vote for Biden despite his age but may focus more on local and state races.

    


"In terms of best chance of beating Trump, it would have to be Biden," he said. "But I don't like that fact."
Pamela Pugh, a lifelong Saginaw resident running in the Democratic primary for a battleground congressional district in Michigan, demurred when asked whether Biden should be the Democratic nominee. She said down-ballot candidates like her will need to rely on themselves for voter turnout and to attract voters "who don't believe that those at the top of the ticket represent them."
Pugh called Biden's debate performance "beyond subpar," and emphasized that he has "work to do in our communities" to earn another four years in office.

    


Members of the influential Congressional Black Caucus and other Black activists in the Democratic Party have emerged as some of the most forceful backers of Biden remaining the party's choice and staying on the ticket. In 2020's Democratic primary, Black voters elevated Biden to victories in early primary states with overwhelming support in South Carolina, on Super Tuesday and in Midwestern states like Michigan.
As long as Black people and young people vote in strong numbers, Biden will win, said Brian Humphrey, a 62-year-old activist in Pennsylvania, who is Black. But he frets about younger voters -- such as his granddaughters, one 18 and one 19 -- who lack enthusiasm for a man four times their age.
"I'm a little worried right now, to be honest," Humphrey said. " You know, because of his age and things and my young grandkids telling me 'he's too old' and 'I'm not voting for that old man', you know, trying to convince them that he's the better of the two candidates."
For Alyse Sobosan, a school counselor in Las Vegas, the turmoil over Biden's debate performance is a distraction Democrats don't need right now. 
"It's taking away from the campaign and the real issues," she said. "That's all anyone can talk about, so it makes sense to me if he steps down." 
Despite the ambivalence and anxiety among so many Democrats, Biden retains support ranging from enthusiastic to resigned.
James Johnson, a retired public school teacher in Pennsylvania, said Biden's performance was "difficult to watch" but "did not in any way deter my determination to vote for him and see him elected as the next president."
Teresa Hoover, a Democrat who went to hear Biden speak Sunday in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, agreed. 
"He was the chosen candidate and I think at this point we're just months away, it's kind of hard to switch gears," Hoover said.
For all the consternation, the debate did not change the fundamental reality that the candidates are both unpopular and Americans are unenthusiastic about their choices. 
"I couldn't bring myself to watch the debate because I'm struggling with both candidates," said Christian Garrett, a 26-year-old manager of a summer education program in Saginaw.
Garrett said he is unsure of how he is going to vote, believing Trump is vindictive and Biden is incompetent to continue leading.
"So that's why I feel that this case has become a joke, because we as Americans have sat by and watched this just unfold," he said. "And it's almost as if we don't have the power when really the power lies in us."
___
Cooper reported from Phoenix and Levy from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Associated Press writer Rio Yamat in Las Vegas contributed to this report.
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Biden's candidacy faces new peril, including first Senate Democrat saying he should exit race

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    President Joe Biden's imperiled reelection campaign is hitting new trouble. Rather than urging him to stay in, on Wednesday former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said "it's up to the president to decide" if he should.
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            President Joe Biden arrives for the opening session of the NATO Summit, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden welcome NATO allies and partners to the White House in Washington, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, during a welcome ceremony on the South Lawn for the 75th anniversary of the NATO Summit. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            3 of 4 | 
            Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., the speaker emerita, left, arrives at the Democratic National Headquarters with other Democratic members of the House of Representatives to discuss the future of President Biden running for the presidency, Tuesday, July 9, 2024 in Washington. (AP Photo/John McDonnell)
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            FILE - President Joe Biden shakes hands with actor, director and producer George Clooney during the Kennedy Center honorees reception at the White House in Washington, Dec. 4, 2022. Movie star and lifelong Democrat George Clooney is adding his voice to calls for Joe Biden to leave the presidential race. Clooney says in a New York Times opinion piece Wednesday that he loves Biden, but the party would lose the presidential race as well as any control in Congress with him as the nominee. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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    Live updates: Follow AP's latest coverage of election 2024.


    


WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden's imperiled reelection campaign hit new trouble Wednesday as House Speaker Emerita Nancy Pelosi said merely "it's up to the president to decide" if he should stay in the race, celebrity donor George Clooney said he should not run and Democratic senators and lawmakers expressed fresh fear about his ability to beat Republican Donald Trump.
Late in the evening, Vermont Sen. Peter Welch called on Biden to withdraw from the election, becoming the first Senate Democrat to do so. Welch said he is worried because "the stakes could not be higher."
The sudden flurry of grave pronouncements despite Biden's determined insistence he is not leaving the 2024 race put on public display just how unsettled the question remains among prominent Democrats. On Capitol Hill, an eighth House Democrat, Rep. Pat Ryan of New York, and later a ninth, Rep. Earl Blumenauer of Oregon, publicly asked Biden to step aside.

    


"I want him to do whatever he decides to do," Pelosi said Wednesday on MSNBC's "Morning Joe" rather than declaring Biden should stay in. While Biden has said repeatedly that he's made his decision, she said, "We're all encouraging him to make that decision, because time is running short." 




It's a crucial moment for the president and his party, as Democrats consider what was once unthinkable -- having the incumbent Biden step aside, just weeks before the Democratic National Convention that is on track to nominate him as their candidate for reelection. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	We want to hear from you: If you didn't vote in the 2020 election, would anything change your mind about voting?
	Read the latest: Follow AP's live coverage of this year's election.




    


Biden is hosting world leaders in Washington for the NATO summit this week with a crowded schedule of formal meetings, sideline chats and long diplomatic dinners, all opportunities to showcase he is up for the job despite a worrisome performance last month in the first presidential debate with Trump.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

His party at a crossroads, Biden faces the next tests Thursday -- in public, at a scheduled news conference that many Democrats will be watching for signs of his abilities, and privately, as his top advisers meet with the Senate Democratic caucus to discuss their concerns and shore up support.

    


Welch said in a Washington Post opinion piece published Wednesday evening, "We cannot unsee President Biden's disastrous debate performance."

    
    Biden's shaky June 27 debate performance is causing cracks in the White House.
Internal drama, leaks and second-guessing swirls.

	The White House has since faced many questions about Biden's health and medical history. Here's the latest.
	Behind closed doors, Senate Democrats have expressed deep concerns about whether Biden can win November's election.
	The mood for Democrats on Capitol Hill is grimly uncertain, as Biden faces calls to drop out of the race.



    


The first-term senator said Vermont loves Biden and he was calling on the president to withdraw from the race "with sadness."
To be sure, Biden maintains strong support from key corners of his coalition, particularly some in the Congressional Black Caucus on Capitol Hill, whose leadership was instrumental in ushering the president to victory in 2020 and is standing by him as the country's best choice to defeat Trump again in 2024.
"At this moment, the stakes are too high and we have to focus," Rep. Ilhan Omar of Minnesota told The Associated Press earlier in the week, saying Democrats are "losing ground" the longer they fight over Biden's candidacy. "Democracy is on the line. Everything we value as Democrats, as a country, is on the line, and we have to stop being distracted."

    


Pelosi has been widely watched for signals of how top Democrats are thinking about Biden's wounded candidacy, her comments viewed as important for the party's direction as members weigh possible alternatives in the campaign against Trump.
Because of her powerful position as the former House speaker and proximity to Biden as a trusted longtime ally of his generation, Pelosi is seen as one of the few Democratic leaders who could influence the president's thinking. 
The lack of a full statement from Pelosi backing Biden's continued campaign is what lawmakers are likely to hear most clearly, even as she told ABC later she believes he can win. Her remarks came as actor Clooney, who had just hosted a glitzy Hollywood fundraiser for the president last month, said in a New York Times op-ed that the Biden he saw three weeks ago wasn't the Joe Biden of 2020. "He was the same man we all witnessed at the debate." 
Democrats have been reeling over whether to continue backing Biden after his poor showing in the June 27 debate and his campaign's lackluster response to their pleas that Biden, at 81, show voters he is ready for another four-year term.

    


Sen. Michael Bennet, a Democrat from Colorado, spoke forcefully late Tuesday about the danger of a second Trump presidency and said it's for the president "to consider" the options. 
Stopping just short of calling for Biden to drop out, Bennet said on CNN what he told his colleagues in private -- that he believes Trump "is on track to win this election -- and maybe win it by a landslide and take with him the Senate and the House."
Bennet said, "It's not a question about politics. It's a moral question about the future of our country."
By Wednesday, Democratic Sen. Richard Blumenthal of Connecticut said he was "deeply concerned" about Biden winning the election, which he called existential for the country.

    


"We have to reach a conclusion as soon as possible," Blumenthal said on CNN.
And Sen. Tim Kaine of Virginia told reporters: "I have complete confidence that Joe Biden will do the patriotic thing for the country. And he's going to make that decision." 
Biden and his campaign are working more intently now to shore up support, and the president met with labor leaders Wednesday, relying on the unions to help make the case that his record in office matters more than his age. 
Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer invited Biden's campaign to address senators' concerns, and redoubled his backing of the president. "As I have made clear repeatedly publicly and privately, I support President Biden and remain committed to ensuring Donald Trump is defeated in November," he said.
The president's team is sending senior Biden advisers Mike Donilon and Steve Ricchetti, and Campaign Chair Jen O'Malley Dillon to meet with Democratic senators privately Thursday for a caucus lunch, according to both a Senate leadership aide and the Biden campaign. 
There were some concerns, however, that it could backfire. One Democratic senator who requested anonymity to speak about the closed-door meeting said it could be a waste of time if Biden would not make the case to senators himself.
Pelosi said Biden "has been a great president" who is beloved and respected by House Democrats. The Californian said she watched as he delivered a forceful speech at the NATO summit Tuesday, and she recounted his many accomplishments. 
While foreign leaders are in Washington this week and Biden is on the world stage hosting the event at a critical time in foreign affairs, Pelosi encouraged Democrats to "let's just hold off" with any announcements about his campaign.
"Whatever you're thinking, either tell somebody privately but you don't have to put that out on the table until we see," she said, how it goes "this week."
___
Associated Press writers Mary Clare Jalonick, Farnoush Amiri and Kevin Freking contributed to this report.
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Trump wants Black and Latino support. But he's not popular with either group, poll analysis shows
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                    Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump arrives for a campaign rally at Trump National Doral Miami, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Doral, Fla. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- As he prepares to accept the Republican nomination for the third time, Donald Trump has promised new efforts to expand his coalition -- and, in particular, to win over more of the nonwhite voters who largely rejected him during the 2020 election. 
But an AP analysis of two consecutive polls conducted in June by the AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research shows that about 7 in 10 Black Americans have a somewhat or very unfavorable view of Trump, as do about half of Hispanic Americans. While both groups do see Trump a little more favorably than when he left office in 2021, their opinion of him is still more negative than positive. 
Any gains in support among Black or Hispanic Americans would be helpful for Trump, who won 35% of Hispanic voters and 8% of Black voters in 2020, according to AP VoteCast, and has struggled to grow his appeal beyond his base. He's hoping, in part, to capitalize on frustration with his opponent, since President Joe Biden's favorability among Black and Hispanic Americans has also fallen since 2021. It's not clear, though, that Biden's loss of enthusiasm among Black and Hispanic adults is helping Trump's own standing among these groups.

    


Views of Trump are remarkably stable
Most Americans have a negative view of Trump, according to the AP-NORC analysis, which combined two polls conducted close together to yield a bigger sample size. About 6 in 10 U.S. adults have a very or somewhat unfavorable opinion of him, while about 4 in 10 have a favorable opinion. Overall views of Trump were similar in January and July 2021, too, in the months after Biden took office. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    





Views of Trump are generally very stable -- even a felony conviction didn't change how Americans see him. After he was convicted in May of 34 felony counts in New York for falsifying business documents, polls from the AP-NORC Center found that overall views of Trump barely budged. During the Trump presidency, Gallup polls found that Trump's average job approval rating was 41%, and it never exceeded 50%.
About half of Hispanic adults view Trump negatively

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	We want to hear from you: If you didn't vote in the 2020 election, would anything change your mind about voting?
	Read the latest: Follow AP's live coverage of this year's election.




    


Trump has said on the campaign trail that he has "great support" from Hispanic communities. But the AP analysis found that about half of Hispanic adults have an unfavorable view of Trump. About 4 in 10 Hispanic adults in the recent AP-NORC polls see Trump positively, up from about 3 in 10 in January 2021.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

And even though Trump's campaign advisers have said he has specific appeal among Hispanic men and younger Hispanic adults because of his business focus, that's not what the poll analysis shows. Current views of Trump are similar among Hispanic men and women, older and younger Hispanic adults, and those with and without a college degree. 

    


Biden, too, is facing a perception problem among this group. The new analysis found that about half of Hispanic adults have an unfavorable view of him, while about 4 in 10 have a favorable view. That's a substantial decline from early 2021, when about 6 in 10 Hispanic Americans saw Biden positively.
Trump remains unpopular among Black adults
The Trump campaign has claimed that he could perform better among Black adults this year than in 2020, speculating that his legal woes could endear him to a community that has faced systematic discrimination by the criminal justice system, and that his immigration policies could also hold appeal.

    


Black adults continue to have broadly negatively views of Trump, however: About 7 in 10 Black adults have an unfavorable view of Trump, a decrease of about 20 percentage points since early 2021. And although the Trump campaign has said Black men may be more receptive to his message, Black men and women have similar views of him. 
Younger Black Americans might be a little more open to Trump's appeals. About one-third of Black younger adults -- those under 45 -- see him positively, compared to around 1 in 10 Black adults who are 45 or older. But most younger Black adults view him unfavorably.
About 6 in 10 Black Americans, meanwhile, have a positive view of Biden -- down from 8 in 10 when he took office.
___
The poll of 1,115 adults was conducted June 7-10, 2024 and the poll of 1,088 adults was conducted June 20-24, 2024. Both were conducted using a sample drawn from NORC's probability-based AmeriSpeak Panel, which is designed to be representative of the U.S. population. ___
Associated Press writer Matt Brown in Dallas contributed to this report.
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Russian missile attack on Ukraine's largest hospital complicates treatment of kids with cancer

            
    
        
  
    US heat wave: Wildfire risk rises as Western states dry out | AP News
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Wildfire risk rises as Western states dry out amid ongoing heat wave baking most of the US

    Wildfire risk rises as Western states dry out amid ongoing heat wave baking most of the US
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            Smoke rises from the Vista fire as seen from a flight into Los Angeles International Airport on Tuesday, July 9, 2024, over Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Corinne Chin)
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            This satellite image provided by MaxarTechnologies shows an active fire line of the Lake Fire, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Santa Barbara County, Calif. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            Smoke rises from the Vista fire as seen from a flight into Los Angeles International Airport on Tuesday, July 9, 2024, over Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Corinne Chin)
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            Smoke rises from the Vista fire as seen from a flight into Los Angeles International Airport on Tuesday, July 9, 2024, over Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Corinne Chin)
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            David Clarke who is suffering homelessness and living in his car with his 6 dogs, takes to the shade at the Sepulveda Basin dog park in Los Angeles on Tuesday, July 9, 2024. Dozens of locations in the West and Pacific Northwest tied or broke previous heat records over the weekend and are expected to keep doing so into the week. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)
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            David Clarke who is suffering homelessness and living in his car with his 6 dogs, takes to the shade at the Sepulveda Basin dog park in Los Angeles on Tuesday, July 9, 2024. Dozens of locations in the West and Pacific Northwest tied or broke previous heat records over the weekend and are expected to keep doing so into the week. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)
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            Mark Paulson, a Public Response and Code Enforcement officer, checks on Deb Billet, 66, before calling an ambulance to take her to a hospital for heat-related symptoms Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. Billet has been living on the street. About 14 officers from the Office of Public Response drove around the city Wednesday offering water, electrolytes, free bus tickets and rides to cooling centers during a heat emergency. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Deb Billet, 66, lies on the ground while Henderson Public Response officers call an ambulance to take her to the hospital for heat-related symptoms Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. Billet has been living on the street. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Members of the Henderson Fire Department load Deb Billet, 66, into an ambulance before transporting her to the hospital for heat-related symptoms, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. Billet has been living on the streets. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Members of the Henderson Fire Department prepare to take Deb Billet, 66, to the hospital for heat-related symptoms, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. Billet has been living on the street. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Mark Paulson, a Public Response and Code Enforcement officer, hands out cold water, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, during a heat emergency in Henderson, Nev. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Mark Paulson, a Public Response and Code Enforcement officer, gives cans of cold water to Russell Eibeck, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. About 14 officers from the Office of Public Response drove around the city Wednesday, offering water, electrolytes, free bus tickets, and rides to cooling centers during a heat emergency. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Deb Billet, 66, rests on the ground while drinking cold water given to her by Henderson Public Response officers before they called an ambulance to take her to hospital for heat-related symptoms Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. Billet has been living on the street. About 14 officers from the Office of Public Response in Henderson drove around the city Wednesday, offering water, electrolytes, free bus tickets, and rides to cooling centers during a heat emergency. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Mark Paulson, a Public Response and Code Enforcement officer, holds cans of cold water while checking on a homeless encampment, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. About 14 officers from the Office of Public Response drove around the city Wednesday offering water, electrolytes, free bus tickets and rides to cooling centers during a heat emergency. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            FILE - People use umbrellas to block the sun while waiting to take a photo at the "Welcome to Las Vegas" sign July 8, 2024, in Las Vegas. (Wade Vandervort/Las Vegas Sun via AP)
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            Tourists take photographs with the thermometer at the Furnace Creek Visitor Center during a dangerous heat wave, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Death Valley, Calif. The thermostat is imprecise, registering the temperature anywhere from 1 to 5 degrees Fahrenheit higher than more precise instruments and providing a more impressive reading for pictures. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)
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        Wildfire risk rises as Western states dry out amid ongoing heat wave baking most of the US
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            Smoke rises from the Vista fire as seen from a flight into Los Angeles International Airport on Tuesday, July 9, 2024, over Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Corinne Chin)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 16

                                    
                                    Smoke rises from the Vista fire as seen from a flight into Los Angeles International Airport on Tuesday, July 9, 2024, over Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Corinne Chin)
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            This satellite image provided by MaxarTechnologies shows an active fire line of the Lake Fire, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Santa Barbara County, Calif. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 16

                                    
                                    This satellite image provided by MaxarTechnologies shows an active fire line of the Lake Fire, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Santa Barbara County, Calif. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            Smoke rises from the Vista fire as seen from a flight into Los Angeles International Airport on Tuesday, July 9, 2024, over Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Corinne Chin)
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            David Clarke who is suffering homelessness and living in his car with his 6 dogs, takes to the shade at the Sepulveda Basin dog park in Los Angeles on Tuesday, July 9, 2024. Dozens of locations in the West and Pacific Northwest tied or broke previous heat records over the weekend and are expected to keep doing so into the week. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)
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            Mark Paulson, a Public Response and Code Enforcement officer, checks on Deb Billet, 66, before calling an ambulance to take her to a hospital for heat-related symptoms Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. Billet has been living on the street. About 14 officers from the Office of Public Response drove around the city Wednesday offering water, electrolytes, free bus tickets and rides to cooling centers during a heat emergency. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Deb Billet, 66, lies on the ground while Henderson Public Response officers call an ambulance to take her to the hospital for heat-related symptoms Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. Billet has been living on the street. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Members of the Henderson Fire Department load Deb Billet, 66, into an ambulance before transporting her to the hospital for heat-related symptoms, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. Billet has been living on the streets. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Members of the Henderson Fire Department prepare to take Deb Billet, 66, to the hospital for heat-related symptoms, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. Billet has been living on the street. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Mark Paulson, a Public Response and Code Enforcement officer, hands out cold water, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, during a heat emergency in Henderson, Nev. (AP Photo/John Locher)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 16

                                    
                                    Mark Paulson, a Public Response and Code Enforcement officer, hands out cold water, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, during a heat emergency in Henderson, Nev. (AP Photo/John Locher)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 16 | 
            Mark Paulson, a Public Response and Code Enforcement officer, gives cans of cold water to Russell Eibeck, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. About 14 officers from the Office of Public Response drove around the city Wednesday, offering water, electrolytes, free bus tickets, and rides to cooling centers during a heat emergency. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Deb Billet, 66, rests on the ground while drinking cold water given to her by Henderson Public Response officers before they called an ambulance to take her to hospital for heat-related symptoms Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. Billet has been living on the street. About 14 officers from the Office of Public Response in Henderson drove around the city Wednesday, offering water, electrolytes, free bus tickets, and rides to cooling centers during a heat emergency. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Mark Paulson, a Public Response and Code Enforcement officer, holds cans of cold water while checking on a homeless encampment, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. About 14 officers from the Office of Public Response drove around the city Wednesday offering water, electrolytes, free bus tickets and rides to cooling centers during a heat emergency. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            FILE - People use umbrellas to block the sun while waiting to take a photo at the "Welcome to Las Vegas" sign July 8, 2024, in Las Vegas. (Wade Vandervort/Las Vegas Sun via AP)
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            Tourists take photographs with the thermometer at the Furnace Creek Visitor Center during a dangerous heat wave, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Death Valley, Calif. The thermostat is imprecise, registering the temperature anywhere from 1 to 5 degrees Fahrenheit higher than more precise instruments and providing a more impressive reading for pictures. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Authorities in Western states warned of the rising risk of wildfires as hot conditions and low humidity dry out the landscape amid a protracted heat wave that is expected to bake much of the U.S. again Thursday. 
California's top fire official said Wednesday that so far this year the state has responded to more than 3,500 wildfires that have scorched nearly 325 square miles (842 square kilometers) of vegetation -- five times the average burned through July 10 in each of the past five years. 
"We are not just in a fire season, but we are in a fire year," Joe Tyler, director of the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, said at a news conference. "Our winds and the recent heat wave have exacerbated the issue, consuming thousands of acres. So we need to be extra cautious."
California crews working in scorching temperatures and single-digit humidity were battling at least 19 major wildfires Wednesday, including a stubborn 45-square-mile (117-square-kilometer) blaze that prompted evacuation orders for about 200 homes in the mountains of Santa Barbara County northwest of Los Angeles. Flames made fuel of tinder-dry brush and grass. 

    


Several wildfires were also burning in Oregon, including one about 111 miles (178 kilometers) east of Portland that blew up to 11 square miles (28 square kilometers) Wednesday due to hot temperatures, gusty winds and low humidity, according to the state fire marshal. 




Oregon Gov. Tina Kotek issued an emergency authorization allowing additional resources to be deployed against fires breaking out as the state has seen record daily high temperatures. Portland reached 103 F (39.4 C) and Salem and Eugene hit 105 F (40.5 C) on Tuesday. The number of potentially heat-related deaths in Oregon rose to 10, according to the state medical examiner's office. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

More than 142 million people around the U.S. were under heat alerts Wednesday, especially in Western states, where dozens of locations tied or broke heat records over the weekend and were expected to keep doing so all week.

    


Las Vegas on Wednesday recorded its record fifth consecutive day of temperatures sizzling at 115 F (46.1 C) or greater. The temperature climbed to 115 shortly after 1 p.m. at Harry Reid International Airport, breaking the old mark of four consecutive days set in July 2005. And the record could be extended, or even doubled, by the weekend.
Already Nevada's largest city has broken 16 heat records since June 1 "and we're not even halfway through July yet," National Weather Service meteorologist Morgan Stessman said Wednesday. That includes an all-time high of 120 F (48.8 C) set on Sunday, which beat the previous 117 F (47.2 C) record.
In Henderson, Nevada, more than a dozen officers from the Office of Public Response drove around Wednesday offering cold water, bus passes and rides to cooling stations to homeless people and anyone else in need.
On the other side of the nation, the weather service warned of major-to-extreme heat risk over portions of the East Coast. An excessive heat warning remained in place Wednesday for the Philadelphia area, northern Delaware and nearly all of New Jersey. Temperatures were around 90 F (32.2 C) for most of the region, and forecasters warned the heat index could soar as high as 108 F (42.2 C). 

    


In the West, heat was blamed for a motorcyclist's death over the weekend in California's Death Valley National Park. At the Grand Canyon, the National Park Service was investigating the death of a third hiker in recent weeks. Temperatures on parts of some trails can reach 120 F (48.8 C) in the shade. 
Arizona authorities were investigating the death of a 2-year-old who was left alone in a hot vehicle Tuesday afternoon in Marana, near Tucson, police said. At Lake Havasu, a 4-month-old died from heat-related complications Friday, the Mohave County Sheriff's Department said.
The U.S. heat wave came as the global temperature in June was a record warm for the 13th straight month and marked the 12th straight month that the world was 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) warmer than pre-industrial times, the European climate service Copernicus said. Most of this heat, trapped by human-caused climate change, is from long-term warming from greenhouse gases emitted by the burning of coal, oil and natural gas, scientists say.

    


"Climate change is real," California Gov. Gavin Newsom said at a news conference Wednesday. "Those extremes are here present every day in the great state of California. If you don't believe in science, you have to believe your own eyes the lived experience all of us have out here in the western United States, for that matter, all around the globe."
Newsom said the state was prepared to fight the conflagrations, praising federal support in providing new fire suppression planes to the state. Cal Fire also has been using cameras and artificial intelligence to spot fires and alert first responders, officials said. 

    


In southern New Mexico, heavy rain produced flash flooding on top of wildfire burn scars for the second day in a row on Wednesday, forcing an estimated 1,000 residents to flee their homes in Ruidoso, city spokeswoman Kerry Gladden said. 
She said emergency responders had conducted more than 30 water rescues but there were no immediate reports of deaths or serious injuries. She said most bridges over rivers and streams were closed, as was U.S. Highway 70 -- one of the main arteries into town -- while crews removed debris. 
___
Associated Press journalists Ken Ritter, Rio Yamat and Ty ONeil in Las Vegas; Tran Nguyen in Sacramento, California; Anita Snow in Phoenix; Scott Sonner in Reno, Nevada; John Antczak in Los Angeles; Martha Bellisle in Seattle; and Bruce Shipkowski in Toms River, New Jersey, contributed to this report.
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                    FILE - Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks during a news conference at the Department of Justice headquarters in Washington, June 27, 2024. The House has voted to fine Attorney General Merrick Garland $10,000 a day until he turns over audio of President Joe Biden's interview in his classified documents case. It's the latest escalation in the fight over the recording between Republicans and the Democratic administration. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The House rejected a GOP effort Thursday to fine Attorney General Merrick Garland $10,000 a day until he turns over audio of President Joe Biden's interview in his classified documents case as a handful of Republicans resisted taking an aggressive step against a sitting Cabinet official. 
Even if the resolution -- titled inherent contempt -- had passed, it was unclear how the fine would be enforced as the dispute over the tape of Biden's interview with special counsel Robert Hur is now playing out in court. 
The House voted 204-210, with four Republicans joining all Democrats, to halt a Republican resolution that would have imposed the fine, effectively rebuffing the latest effort by GOP lawmakers to assert its enforcement powers -- weeks after Biden asserted executive privilege to block the release of the recording. 
"This is not a decision that we have reached lightly but the actions of the attorney general cannot be ignored," Rep. Anna Paulina Luna, R-Fla., the resolution's lead sponsors, said during debate Wednesday. "No one is above the law." 

    


The House earlier this year made Garland the third attorney general in U.S. history to be held in contempt of Congress. But the Justice Department said Garland would not be prosecuted, citing the agency's "longstanding position and uniform practice" to not prosecute officials who don't comply with subpoenas because of a president's claim of executive privilege. 




Democrats blasted the GOP effort as another political stunt. Rep. Jim McGovern, D-Mass., said that the resolution is unjustified in the case of Garland because he has complied with subpoena. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Their frustration is that they can't get their hands on an audio recording that they think they could turn into an RNC attack ad," McGovern said in reference to the Republican National Committee. "When you start making a mockery of things like inherent contempt you diminish this institution."

    


Garland himself has defended the Justice Department, saying officials have gone to extraordinary lengths to provide information to the committees about Hur's classified documents investigation, including a transcript of Biden's interview. However, Garland has said releasing the audio could jeopardize future sensitive investigations because witnesses might be less likely to cooperate if they know their interviews might become public. 
House Republicans sued Garland earlier this month in an attempt to force the release of the recording. 
Republicans have accused Biden of suppressing the recording because he's afraid to have voters hear it during an election year. The White House and Democratic lawmakers, meanwhile, have slammed Republicans' motives for pursuing contempt and dismissed their efforts to obtain the audio as purely political. 
The congressional inquiry began with the release of Hur's report in February, which found evidence that Biden willfully retained and shared highly classified information when he was a private citizen. Yet the special counsel concluded that criminal charges were not warranted.

    


Republicans, incensed by Hur's decision, issued a subpoena for audio of his interviews with Biden during the spring. But the Justice Department turned over only some of the records, leaving out audio of the interview with the president.
Beyond the bitingly critical assessment of Biden's handling of sensitive government records, Hur offered unflattering characterizations of the Democratic president's memory in his report, sparking fresh questions about his competency and age that cut at voters' most deep-seated concerns about the 81-year-old seeking a second term.
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Gun and ammunition evidence is the focus as Alec Baldwin trial starts second day

            
    
        

    



        
            
                
                    Watch live as Alec Baldwin's trial over a fatal shooting on the set of the Western film "Rust" continues. Baldwin is charged with felony involuntary manslaughter. If a jury unanimously convicts him, he could get 18 months in prison.
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            Alec Baldwin sits in court during his trial in Santa Fe, N.M., Thursday, July 11, 2024. Baldwin is facing a charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer on the set of the film "Rust". (Ramsay de Give/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Alec Baldwin arrives to attend his trial in Santa Fe, N.M., Thursday, July 11, 2024. Baldwin is facing a charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer on the set of the film "Rust". (Ramsay de Give/Pool Photo via AP)
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            FILE - This aerial photo shows the movie set of "Rust," at Bonanza Creek Ranch in Santa Fe, N.M., Oct. 23, 2021. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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            Hilaria Baldwin attends her husband Alec Baldwin's manslaughter trial for the 2021 fatal shooting of cinematographer Halyna Hutchins during filming of the Western movie "Rust", in Santa Fe, N.M., Thursday, July 11, 2024. (Ramsay de Give/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Actor Alec Baldwin and his wife Hilaria Baldwin leave District Court, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, following the day's proceedings in his involuntary manslaughter trial in Santa Fe, N.M. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)
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            Alec Baldwin arrives to attend his trial in Santa Fe, N.M., Thursday, July 11, 2024. Baldwin is facing a charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer on the set of the film "Rust". (Ramsay de Give/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Special prosecutor Kari Morrissey attends Alec Baldwin's manslaughter trial for the 2021 fatal shooting of cinematographer Halyna Hutchins during filming of the Western movie "Rust", in Santa Fe, N.M., Thursday, July 11, 2024. (Ramsay de Give/Pool Photo via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 17

                                    
                                    Special prosecutor Kari Morrissey attends Alec Baldwin's manslaughter trial for the 2021 fatal shooting of cinematographer Halyna Hutchins during filming of the Western movie "Rust", in Santa Fe, N.M., Thursday, July 11, 2024. (Ramsay de Give/Pool Photo via AP)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 17 | 
            A view of the courtroom during Alec Baldwin's manslaughter trial for the 2021 fatal shooting of cinematographer Halyna Hutchins during filming of the Western movie "Rust", in Santa Fe, N.M., Thursday, July 11, 2024. (Ramsay de Give/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Attorney Alex Spiro attends Alec Baldwin's manslaughter trial for the 2021 fatal shooting of cinematographer Halyna Hutchins during filming of the Western movie "Rust", in Santa Fe, N.M., Thursday, July 11, 2024. (Ramsay de Give/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Actor Alec Baldwin listens during his hearing in Santa Fe County District Court, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Baldwin is facing a single charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, Pool)
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            A video scene showing Actor Alec Baldwin is viewed during his hearing in Santa Fe County District Court, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Baldwin is facing a single charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, Pool)
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            Jonathan Zwiebel, left, and his mother Janelle Rogers stand outside District Court demanding justice for cinematographer Halyna Hutchins, during the trial of actor Alec Baldwin, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)
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            Special prosecutor Kari Morrissey holds an evidence bag with a bullet in it during actor Alec Baldwin's hearing in Santa Fe County District Court, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Baldwin is facing a single charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, Pool)
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            Media members gather outside District Court as they await the arrival of Actor Alec Baldwin, for jury selection in his involuntary manslaughter trial, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)
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                                        SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) -- Prosecutors sought to cast Alec Baldwin as someone who flouts rules and has little regard for safety at the first day of his New Mexico trial in the shooting of a cinematographer. 
Special prosecutor Erlinda Ocampo Johnson repeatedly referred to Baldwin playing "make-believe" with a revolver on the set of the film "Rust," and said it led to very real danger and the death of Halyna Hutchins, whom she called "a vibrant 42-year-old rising star." 
Ocampo Johnson told jurors in her opening statement Wednesday that Baldwin "requested to be assigned the biggest gun available" and that during a training session for it, he had "people filming him while he's running around shooting this gun." 
The prosecutor said behind-the-scenes video will show Baldwin casually disregarding basic firearm safety. 
"You will see him using this gun as a pointer to point at people, point at things," Ocampo Johnson said. "You will see him cock the hammer when he is not supposed to cock the hammer, you will see him put his finger on the trigger when his finger's not supposed to be on the trigger."

    


Hutchins' death and the wounding of director Joel Souza nearly three years ago sent shock waves through the film industry. The fatal shooting led to the felony involuntary manslaughter charge against Baldwin, the 66-year-old star of "30 Rock" and frequent host of "Saturday Night Live," that could result in up to 18 months in prison.




His wife Hilaria Baldwin, younger brother Stephen Baldwin and older sister Elizabeth Keuchler sat behind him in the gallery again Thursday as the trial got off to a stumbling start on its second day. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Baldwin's attorney Alex Spiro asked crime scene technician Marissa Poppell detailed questions about how she collected and handled the gun and the live rounds that somehow ended up on the set, but he was frequently interrupted by objections from the prosecution and subsequent sidebars with the judge. 

    


The day's testimony was expected to focus largely on the collection of evidence and the revolver Baldwin used. 
Seated in two rows of eight each, jurors and alternate jurors scrawled notes as they listened to testimony. Jurors have their own close-up view of visual exhibits, with six monitors installed in the jury box.
Poppell's questioning by the prosecution a day earlier allowed them to see in person the revolver and the spent round that killed Hutchins. 
Spiro emphasized in his opening statement that Baldwin on the "Rust" set did what actors always do. 
"He must be able to take that weapon and use it in the way that the person he's playing would," Spiro told jurors. 
That includes pulling the trigger. Baldwin has said the gun fired accidentally, but Spiro said that it still would not be manslaughter even if he had willfully fired it.
"On a movie set, you're allowed to pull that trigger," Spiro said.
Spiro called the shooting an "unspeakable tragedy" and that an "amazing person" dies, but said the responsibility lies with the film's armorer Hannah Gutierrez-Reed, who has already been convicted of involuntary manslaughter, and of assistant director David Halls, who told Baldwin the gun was "cold."

    


"It had been checked and double checked by those responsible for ensuring the gun was safe," Spiro said. "He did not tamper with it, he did not load it himself. He did not leave it unattended."
The first witness to take the stand was Nicholas LeFleur, the first law enforcement officer to arrive at the movie set at Bonanza Creek Ranch after the shooting, and his lapel camera video gave jurors a glimpse of the chaotic scene: a grim view of an apparently unconscious Hutchins as LeFleur and others worked to revive her.
Later in the video, LeFleur can be seen telling Baldwin not to speak to the other potential witnesses, but Baldwin repeatedly does.
"Was Mr. Baldwin supposed to be talking about the incident?" special prosecutor Kari Morrissey asked him. 
"No ma'am," LeFleur replied. 
"Does he appear to be doing it anyway?" Morrissey asked. 
"Yes, ma'am," LeFleur said. 
___
Dalton reported from Los Angeles. 
___ For more coverage of Alec Baldwin's involuntary manslaughter trial, visit: https://apnews.com/hub/alec-baldwin

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/alec-baldwin-rust-shooting-hutchins-86e4265a0c4d8e130b02a1289ae99520
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            FILE - People react to the projection of results during the second round of the legislative elections, near Republique Plaza in Paris, France, on July 7, 2024. For many French voters of diverse backgrounds, last Sunday's parliamentary election results were a relief, seemingly an embrace of the country's ethnic heterogeneity instead of a victory for xenophobic far-right forces. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, File)
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            FILE - People react to the projection of results during the second round of the legislative elections, near Republique Plaza in Paris, on July 7, 2024. For many French voters of diverse backgrounds, last Sunday's parliamentary election results were a relief, seemingly an embrace of the country's ethnic heterogeneity instead of a victory for xenophobic far-right forces. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, File)
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            FILE - People stand near a French flag reading "France is a patchwork of migration" in Republique Plaza as they react to the projection of results during the second round of the legislative elections, in Paris, on July 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, File)
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            FILE - People celebrate at the Republique plaza after the second round of the legislative election, on July 7, 2024 in Paris. For many French voters of diverse backgrounds, last Sunday's parliamentary election results were a relief, seemingly an embrace of the country's ethnic heterogeneity instead of a victory for xenophobic far-right forces. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte, File)
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            FILE - French Education Minister Najat Vallaud-Belkacem, a French-Moroccan, walks out at the end of the cabinet meeting at the Elysee Palace, in Paris, on May 10, 2017. During an electoral debate, a far-right candidate for the National Rally said on TV that it had been a "mistake" to have appointed Vallaud-Belkacem to the position of education minister in 2014-17, saying it was "not a good thing for the Republic." (AP Photo/Francois Mori, File)
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            FILE - Newly appointed French Government's Spokesperson Prisca Thevenot arrives to attend the weekly cabinet meeting after a cabinet reshuffle, at the Elysee Palace in Paris, on Jan. 12, 2024. Thevenot, whose parents hail from the African island of Mauritius, was putting up election posters with two aids in Meudon near Paris when a group attacked them. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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            FILE - People stand near a French flag reading "France is a patchwork of migration" in Republique Plaza as they react to the projection of results during the second round of the legislative elections, in Paris, on July 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Christophe Ena, File)
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            FILE - People celebrate at the Republique plaza after the second round of the legislative election, on July 7, 2024 in Paris. For many French voters of diverse backgrounds, last Sunday's parliamentary election results were a relief, seemingly an embrace of the country's ethnic heterogeneity instead of a victory for xenophobic far-right forces. (AP Photo/Louise Delmotte, File)
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            FILE - French Education Minister Najat Vallaud-Belkacem, a French-Moroccan, walks out at the end of the cabinet meeting at the Elysee Palace, in Paris, on May 10, 2017. During an electoral debate, a far-right candidate for the National Rally said on TV that it had been a "mistake" to have appointed Vallaud-Belkacem to the position of education minister in 2014-17, saying it was "not a good thing for the Republic." (AP Photo/Francois Mori, File)
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            FILE - Newly appointed French Government's Spokesperson Prisca Thevenot arrives to attend the weekly cabinet meeting after a cabinet reshuffle, at the Elysee Palace in Paris, on Jan. 12, 2024. Thevenot, whose parents hail from the African island of Mauritius, was putting up election posters with two aids in Meudon near Paris when a group attacked them. (AP Photo/Michel Euler, File)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- For many French voters of diverse backgrounds, last Sunday's parliamentary election results were a relief, seemingly an embrace of the country's ethnic variety instead of a victory for xenophobic far-right forces.
"It was a moment of joy, a light at the end of the tunnel," Loven Bensimon said about the ballot results. She celebrated Sunday with thousands of others who rallied against the far right at Place de la Republique in Paris around a giant patchwork French flag that read, "France is the fabric of migrations."
"But the fight is not over," said Bensimon, 27, a Black woman who works in communications. "We have to fight against the racism we face every day, and which has been more visible in the past few weeks."
Thought to be on the verge of seizing a majority in the National Assembly, the anti-immigration National Rally eventually came in third in Sunday's vote, after centrists and leftists joined forces. Candidates in three-way races dropped out of the runoff to favor the challenger considered most likely to beat the far right.

    


But civil society groups and concerned citizens say the campaign has exposed racist hate speech and occasional violence that are unlikely to vanish when the new parliament takes office.




Franco-Algerian Nacera Houngues, 61, says she experienced abuse because of her origins for the first time during the campaign. The day after the first round of the elections in June, Houngues says neighbors knocked over her trash can, called her obscene epithets and spat at her during an altercation.

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


"I am afraid, really afraid, a feeling I never had before," Houngues said, fighting off tears. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

She filed a police complaint the next day, but says she's afraid of leaving her house. She has been living in Chacrise, a quiet town north of Paris, with her five children and her Franco-Beninese husband for 37 years.

    


It is difficult to quantify race and ethnicity as factors in French society using statistics because the country doesn't count people by race or religion as part of its doctrine of colorblind universalism. 
It isn't known, for example, if people of foreign backgrounds came out to vote Sunday in higher-than-expected numbers, though the turnout in general was high. Polling agencies do not track voting patterns by ethnic group.
A human rights panel has, however, reported a significant increase in complaints about racist and antisemitic acts. France's National Consultative Commission on Human Rights reported a 32% spike in racist incidents in 2023, and an "unprecedented" surge in antisemitic acts,  up 284% from 2022. The report said the numbers were likely an undercount, given that many victims of racism don't file complaints. 
According to France's national statistics agency, one million people said that they were victims of racism at least once last year.
Neither agency gave a breakdown of the complainants by race or ethnicity, though the human rights panel said there has been a decrease in tolerance toward Black, Arab, Roma, Jewish and Muslim people in France.

    


The panel cites the National Rally as a key party in emboldening hate speech but says that other parties have contributed too, including militants close to far-left party France Unbowed, which has been accused of antisemitism.
A renowned Nazi hunter in France, Serge Klarsfeld, went so far as to urge voters to choose the far right party over the country's leftist coalition if faced with the choice of just those two options, saying he feared France Unbowed because of its "antisemitic overtones." 
For Dominique Sopo, the head of civil society group SOS Racisme, the numbers reflect an especially tense political climate. 
He said the essential message of the National Rally, which has seen a steady increase in support over the past decade, is that French people would be better off "if they strike, one way or another -- symbolically, legally -- immigrants and their children." 
His group recently filed a complaint after residents of an upper-class neighborhood in Western Paris reported receiving anonymously distributed flyers reading "Stop the Blacks."

    


France's diverse population includes new immigrants and those whose foreign roots stretch back generations, including people from former French colonies in Africa. A 2022 study found that about a third of French people under 60 have an immigrant ancestor, though exact breakdowns are unknown. 
Nonna Mayer, a leading expert on the National Rally, said the growth in voter support for the far right party in recent years has made people more comfortable  using xenophobic and antisemitic language in public.
"The National Rally defends a 'French first' strategy that makes foreigners and immigrants scapegoats," Mayer said. "Its success favors racist acts, mostly verbal aggressions."
During the campaign, the National Rally singled out dual citizens, saying they shouldn't be given certain "strategic jobs." One of its candidates, Roger Chudeau, sparked controversy when he said on TV that it had been a "mistake" to have appointed Najat Vallaud-Belkacem, a French-Moroccan, to the position of education minister in 2014-17, saying it was "not a good thing for the Republic."

    


President Emmanuel Macron's centrist government has also tightened immigration measures, exacerbating anti-immigrant feeling in society, the human rights panel said.
For Jessica Saada, a 31-year-old Jewish woman of Tunisian origins working in a French pediatric hospital, racism is more palpable now than she can ever remember. She said she opposed the National Rally's proposals to ban Muslim headscarves in public or outlaw ritual slaughter, which would restrict French Muslims' and Jews' access to kosher and halal meat.
"It's just going to cause problems and bring more hate," she said.
Still, many saw Sunday's results as bringing hope.
Thomas Bertrand, who works in the advertising business in Paris, said Sunday's vote was about "individual freedoms, and also tolerance and respect for others."
Schoolteacher Rachid Sabry said he came to France as a student a few decades ago and fell in love with the country. 
"I built a family with a French woman, and a few weeks ago, there was a moment of doubt,'' he said. "Now I feel much better.''
___
AP journalist Nicolas Garriga in Paris contributed to this report.
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                    A homeless Chilean man who gave his name as Jose collects items, such as metal, from the El Zanjon de la Aguada water canal, in hopes of reselling it in Santiago, Chile, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Over the last four years, the rate of homelessness in one of South America's richest economies has jumped more than 30%. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            Chileans confront a homelessness crisis, a first for one of South America's richest countries

        
        
            A pandemic-induced recession combined with a housing crunch and migrant influx have swelled Chile's homeless population like never before. Over the last four years, the rate of homelessness in one of South America's richest economies has jumped more than 30%, transforming the streets of a country that prides itself on its prosperity. Chile said it has registered 21,126 homeless people this year, compared to 15,435 in 2020. Government figures rely on single-night snapshots by municipalities. Social workers put the real count around 40,000. (AP video shot by Mauricio Cuevas)
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            A homeless Chilean man who gave his name as Jose collects items, such as metal, from the El Zanjon de la Aguada water canal, in hopes of reselling it in Santiago, Chile, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. Over the last four years, the rate of homelessness in one of South America's richest economies has jumped more than 30%. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            Homeless person Paris Lopez, right, talks with a member of the NGO Diverse Action before they meet with a city council member in Santiago, Chile, Monday, April 29, 2024. Lopez, a Chilean trans woman, is meeting with the city worker to complain that police confiscate her tent and blankets, as well as her HIV medication, while she sleeps in public spaces. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            The cats of Victoria Azevedo stand inside her improvised home built on an empty lot on the bank of a water canal in Santiago, Chile, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. "It's dangerous," said the Chilean homeless mother of two about life on the streets. "If you are a woman and have children, it's worse." (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            Volunteers from the Nuestra Casa shelter hand out sandwiches and tea to the homeless in the Yungay neighborhood of Santiago, Chile, June 6, 2024. Over the last four years, the rate of homelessness in one of South America's richest economies has jumped more than 30%. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            Venezuelan migrant couple Karen Salazar, second from right, and Luis Henrique, center, play with their children Malin and Sebastian at the shelter "Nuestra Casa" our Our Home in the Yungay neighborhood of Santiago, Chile, Thursday, May 30, 2024. After fleeing Venezuela and finding life as a migrant intolerable in Colombia and then Ecuador, the family migrated to Chile. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 10

                                    
                                    Venezuelan migrant couple Karen Salazar, second from right, and Luis Henrique, center, play with their children Malin and Sebastian at the shelter "Nuestra Casa" our Our Home in the Yungay neighborhood of Santiago, Chile, Thursday, May 30, 2024. After fleeing Venezuela and finding life as a migrant intolerable in Colombia and then Ecuador, the family migrated to Chile. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 10 | 
            A homeless man rests at the entrance to the shelter "Hogar de Cristo," or Christ's Home in Santiago, Chile, Wednesday, May 15, 2024. The words in Spanish read "Solidarity. Love. Dreams. Joy." (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            Barbers from the "Peluqueria Francesa" or French Hair Salon, sit outside their workplace in the Yungay neighborhood of Santiago, Chile, June 6, 2024. Yungay is a neighborhood with a mix of historic buildings, baroque facades and modern restaurants, and has also become a popular spot for the homeless. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            Chilean homeless transgender women Moka Valdes, left, and Paris Lopez, standing center, meet with a member of a city councilperson's staff, second from left, and a trans activist Victor Hugo Robles about how they are treated by police when they use public spaces in Santiago, Chile, Monday, April 29, 2024. Lopez said police confiscate her tent and blankets, as well as her HIV medication, while she sleeps in public spaces, and Valdes said she became homeless the previous year after losing her job. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            Store workers talk inside a vinyl record shop in the Yungay neighborhood of Santiago, Chile, June 6, 2024. A shelter for the homeless is located on the same block, and the presidential residence is across the street, where metal barriers are set up to block cars. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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            Sebastian, the son of Venezuelan migrant couple Karen Salazar and Luis Henrique, runs inside the shelter "Nuestra Casa" or Our Home in the Yungay neighborhood of Santiago, Chile, Thursday, May 30, 2024. After fleeing Venezuela and finding life as a migrant intolerable in Colombia and then Ecuador, Sebastian's family migrated to Chile. (AP Photo/Esteban Felix)
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                                        SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) -- The presidential residence of Gabriel Boric, the leftist millennial leader of Chile elected three years ago in the wake of public unrest over income inequality, shares a street in downtown Santiago with an overwhelmed homeless shelter.

The sight of cardboard boxes and blankets strewn across sidewalks in Boric's bohemian neighborhood serves as a sharp reminder of his struggle to fulfill his promise to give Chileans "a better life."

A pandemic-induced recession combined with a housing crunch and a major immigration influx have expanded Chile's homeless population like never before. Over the last four years, the rate of homelessness in one of South America's richest economies has jumped more than 30%, transforming the streets of a country that prides itself on its prosperity.

"The resources allocated to combat homelessness have been reduced, and the homeless population has increased," said Rosario Carvajal, a city councilor in the capital, Santiago.

    



Even in the "barrios altos" -- the well-heeled areas that presidents before Boric called home -- destitute families have increasingly turned benches into beds and trees into toilets. In the beachside tourist hub of Vina del Mar, huddles of improvised tents have overshadowed the trendy art scene. 

Chile said it has registered 21,126 homeless people this year, compared to 15,435 in 2020. Government figures rely on single-night snapshots by municipalities. Social workers put the real count around 40,000.

Last month, the government announced that, for the first time, it would include the homeless in its national census. Aid workers say that a better number, however flawed, will better reflect the scope of the problem and the country's progress -- or lack thereof -- toward fixing it.

"This should force the government to implement more effective social policies," said Andres Millar, from Chilean charity Hogar de Cristo.





The sheer visibility of so many homeless people in Chile -- a country considered far wealthier and more stable than its neighbors -- has pushed the problem up on the agenda. "There is a lot of pressure from the neighbors to recover the public spaces," said Carvajal.

Chilean police, reviled by the left for their harsh handling of the mass 2019 protests, have taken to tearing down encampments, joining municipal workers in routinely removing rough sleepers from parks and plazas.

"Police come and take everything, my tent, my blankets, my HIV medication," said 43-year-old Paris Lopez who sleeps outside in downtown Santiago. She stays up all night, she said, fearing violence from police as much as assaults from criminal gangs that have recently gained a foothold in Chile.

    





"It's dangerous," Victoria Azevedo, a homeless mother of two, said of life on the streets in Santiago -- particularly amid a crime wave that has driven Chile's homicide rate up 50% since 2018. "If you are a woman and have children, it's worse."

In recent years, Chile has seen a demographic shift in its homeless population. Although there won't be an official breakdown until the census comes out next year, experts say that the country's affordable housing crunch has pushed more women and children onto the streets.

"Entire families have lost their resources to pay rent," said Ximena Torres, another advocate from Hogar de Cristo.

Pandemic lockdowns wreaked hardship on Chile's economy while it was struggling to recover from the 2019 mass protests that cost the country at least $3 billion, Chile's national insurance organization estimated.

Lavish pandemic aid -- including a measure allowing Chileans to withdraw their pensions early -- stoked inflation. The unemployment rate doubled to a record-breaking 13% from 2019 to 2020, making it difficult for many to pay rent. The central bank raised interest rates, lenders hiked the cost of loans and a housing crisis was born.

Housing prices jumped 70% over the last decade, said economist Gonzalo Duran from SOL Foundation, a Chilean think tank.

"I'm extremely broken inside," said Moka Valdes, bursting into tears as she tried to describe the shock of having landed on the street last November after losing her job.

    






Migration on the rise



Many families bouncing between Chile's tent camps are undocumented migrants lured to the country by its reputation as South America's most successful economy.

Government data shows that nearly 1.6 million of Chile's 19 million inhabitants are registered migrants, up from 1.3 million in 2018. The number of undocumented migrants has also soared, from 16,000 in 2020 to a staggering 53,875 two years later, according to the Observatory of Responsible Migration, a Chilean watchdog.

As the economy has slumped and public backlash against migrants intensified, Chile tightened visa requirements for Venezuelans -- the largest group of recent arrivals. And last year President Boric deployed armed forces to the northern border with Peru, a key migration pass, to check migrants' documents and arrest smugglers.

After fleeing Venezuela and finding life as a migrant intolerable in Colombia and then Ecuador, 34-year-old Karen Salazar dreamed of Chile. Via foot and pick-up truck, Salazar, her husband and their two small children braved freezing cold mountains, rough desert terrain and predatory smugglers, lured by Chile's reputation as a rare upwardly mobile nation in the region.

    



They didn't find what they hoped for. At first, they lived in a flimsy tent encampment in northern Chile. Then they moved to Santiago, where they slept outside in a public park.

"We know why we're in this situation, but to see the children like this is heart-breaking," Salazar said from the shelter on Boric's street, where she queues for free meals.

As the crisis mounts, aid groups have intensified their pressure on the government. There are fewer than 200 homeless shelters nationwide, barely enough to accommodate 13% of Chile's current homeless population, said local advocate Rodrigo Ibarra Montero.

Upon taking office in March 2022, Boric vowed to build 260,000 new government-sponsored houses during his four-year term. Given the scale of the problem, many fear that will not be enough. 

But the president hopes it will.

"We are making steady progress," he insisted in a recent speech inaugurating a new public housing development in Santiago. "You should judge us by the end of our term."
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Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/chile-homeless-crisis-housing-gabriel-boric-48d6e974001fe2d5c491bff9c065daf6



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Demand for rare elements used in clean energy could help clean up abandoned coal mines in Appalachia | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next
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                    In the hills of West Virginia, researchers are finding that water pouring out of abandoned coal mines contains the rare earth elements that are so valuable for making everything from electric vehicle batteries to fighter jets smaller, lighter or more powerful. (AP Video: Marc Levy)
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            1 of 5 | 
            Dave Hoffman of West Virginia University's Water Research Institute holds up a vial of light rare earth oxides at a facility that separates them from acidic groundwater draining from an abandoned coal mine, June 25, 2024, in Mount Storm, W.Va. Researchers are finding that groundwater pouring out of this and other abandoned coal mines contains the rare earth elements and other valuable metals that are vital to making everything from electric vehicle motors to rechargeable batteries to fighter jets smaller, lighter or more powerful. (AP Photo/Marc Levy)
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            Groundwater carrying iron, aluminum, rare earth elements and other metals from an abandoned coal mine pours into a retention pond at a facility run by West Virginia University's Water Research Institute, June 25, 2024, in Mount Storm, W.Va. Researchers found that groundwater pouring out of this and other abandoned coal mines contain the rare earth elements and other valuable metals that are vital to making everything from electric vehicle motors to rechargeable batteries to fighter jets smaller, lighter or more powerful. (AP Photo/Marc Levy)
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            Dave Hoffman, left, and Paul Ziemkiewicz of West Virginia University's Water Research Institute check on clarifying pools at a facility they run where rare earth minerals are separated from acidic groundwater draining from an abandoned coal mine, June 25, 2024, in Mount Storm, W.Va. Researchers found that groundwater pouring out of this and other abandoned coal mines contains the rare earth elements and other valuable metals that are vital to making everything from electric vehicle motors to rechargeable batteries to fighter jets smaller, lighter or more powerful. (AP Photo/Marc Levy)
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            Dave Hoffman of West Virginia University's Water Research Institute holds up a vial of light rare earth oxides at a facility that separates them from acidic groundwater draining from an abandoned coal mine, June 25, 2024, in Mount Storm, W.Va. Researchers are finding that groundwater pouring out of this and other abandoned coal mines contains the rare earth elements and other valuable metals that are vital to making everything from electric vehicle motors to rechargeable batteries to fighter jets smaller, lighter or more powerful. (AP Photo/Marc Levy)
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            West Virginia University's Water Research Institute runs this facility where rare earth minerals are separated from acidic groundwater draining from an abandoned coal mine, June 25, 2024, in Mount Storm, W.Va. Researchers are finding that groundwater pouring out of this and other abandoned coal mines contains the rare earth elements and other valuable metals that are vital to making everything from electric vehicle motors to rechargeable batteries to fighter jets smaller, lighter or more powerful. (AP Photo/Marc Levy)
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                                        MOUNT STORM, W.Va. (AP) -- Down a long gravel road, tucked into the hills in West Virginia, is a low-slung building where researchers are extracting essential elements from an old coal mine that they hope will strengthen the nation's energy future.
They aren't mining the coal that powered the steel mills and locomotives that helped industrialize America -- and that is blamed for contributing to global warming.
Rather, researchers are finding that groundwater pouring out of this and other abandoned coal mines contains the rare earth elements and other valuable metals that are vital to making everything from electric vehicle motors to rechargeable batteries to fighter jets smaller, lighter or more powerful.
The pilot project run by West Virginia University is now part of an intensifying worldwide race to develop a secure supply of the valuable metals and, with more federal funding, it could grow to a commercial scale enterprise.

    


"The ultimate irony is that the stuff that has created climate change is now a solution, if we're smart about it," said John Quigley, a senior fellow at the Kleinman Center for Energy Policy at the University of Pennsylvania.




The technology that has been piloted at this facility in West Virginia could also pioneer a way to clean up vast amounts of coal mine drainage that poisons waterways across Appalachia.
The project is one of the leading efforts by the federal government as it injects more money than ever into recovering rare earth elements to expand renewable energies and fight climate change by reducing planet-warming greenhouse gas emissions.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For the U.S., which like the rest of the West is beholden to a Chinese-controlled supply of these valuable metals, the pursuit of rare earth elements is also a national security priority.
Those involved, meanwhile, hope their efforts can bring jobs in clean energy to dying coal towns and clean up entrenched coal pollution that has hung around for decades.

    


In Pennsylvania alone, drainage from coal piles and abandoned mines has turned waterways red from iron ore and turquoise from aluminum, killing life in more than 5,000 miles (8,000 km) of streams. Federal statistics also show about 470 square miles (about 1,200 square km) of abandoned and unreclaimed coal mine lands host more than 200 million tons of coal waste.
The metals that chemists are working to extract from mine drainage here are lightweight, powerfully magnetized and have superior fluorescent and conductive properties.
One aim of the Department of Energy is to fund research that proves to private companies that the concepts are commercially viable and profitable enough for them to invest their own money.
Hundreds of millions of dollars from President Joe Biden's 2021 infrastructure law is accelerating the effort.
Department officials hope that by the middle of the 2030s this infusion will have spawned full-fledged commercial enterprises.
The two most advanced projects funded by the department are the one in West Virginia treating mine drainage and another processing coal dug up by lignite mining in North Dakota.

    


The first could be an important source of a number of critical metals, such as yttrium, neodymium and gadolinium, used in catalysts and magnets. The latter could be a major source of germanium and gallium, used in semiconductors, LEDs, electrical transmission components, solar panels and electric vehicle motors.
Researchers at each site are designing a commercial-scale operation, based on their pilot projects, in hopes of landing a massive federal grant to build it out.
The alternative would be to develop new mines, disturb more land, get permits, hire workers, build roads and connect power supplies, tasks that take years.
"With acid mind drainage, that's already done for you," said Paul Ziemkiewicz, director of the Water Research Institute at West Virginia University.
Ziemkiewicz began the mine drainage project almost a decade ago, helped by federal subsidies. He had envisioned it as a way to treat runoff, recover critical minerals and raise money for more mine cleanups in West Virginia.

    


But the Biden administration's ambitious funding for clean energy and a domestic supply of critical minerals broadened that goal.
At the facility, drainage from a one-time coal mine -- now closed and covered by a grassy slope -- emerges from two pipes, and dumps about 800 gallons per minute into a retention pond.
From there the water is routed through massive indoor pools and a series of large tanks that, with the help of lime to lower the acidity, separate out most of the silicate, iron and aluminum. That produces a pale powdery concentrate that is about 95% rare earth oxides, plus water clean enough to return to a nearby creek.
The Department of Energy is funding research on coal wastes in various states.
"There are literally billions of tons of coal ash and coal waste lying around, across the country. And so if we can go back in and remine those, there's decades worth of materials there," said Grant Bromhal, the acting director of the Department of Energy's Division of Minerals Sustainability.

    


Not only coal, but old copper and phosphate mines also hold potential, Bromhal said.
The country won't be able to recover metals from all of them right away, but technologies the department is helping develop can satisfy a substantial part of demand in the next 20 to 30 years, Bromhal said.
"So if we get into the tens of percents or 50%, I think that's in the realm of possibility," he said.
Other solutions to obtain more of these metals are retrieving them from discarded devices and shifting sourcing to friendly nations and away from geopolitical rivals or unstable countries, analysts say. For now, there is only a handful of critical or rare earth mineral mines in the United States, although many more are being proposed.
One final subsidy will be required from the federal government: buy the reclaimed metals at a price that guarantees a commercially viable operation, Ziemkiewicz said.
That way China can't simply buy up the product or use its market dominance to drive down prices and scare away private investors, he said. 
Quigley, a former environmental protection secretary of Pennsylvania and a one-time small-city mayor in coal country, hopes to see a facility like Ziemkiewicz's come to the Jeddo mine tunnel system in northeastern Pennsylvania.
The Jeddo has defied decades of efforts to treat its flow, which drains a vast network of abandoned underground mines.
It is a massive source of pollution in the Chesapeake Bay watershed, producing an estimated 30,000 to 40,000 gallons per minute.
Bringing the Little Nescopeck Creek back to life could put people to work cleaning up the stream and creating recreational opportunities from a newly revived waterway, Quigley said.
"This could mean a lot to coal communities, to a lot of people in the coal region," Quigley said. "And to the country."
___
Read more of AP's climate coverage at http://www.apnews.com/climate-and-environment
___
Follow Marc Levy at twitter.com/timelywriter
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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            Jasmine Paolini of Italy celebrates after defeating Donna Vekic of Croatia in their semifinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Donna Vekic of Croatia reacts after loosing a point against Jasmine Paolini of Italy during their semifinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Jasmine Paolini of Italy, left, and Donna Vekic of Croatia get each other at the net after the end of their semifinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. Paolini won the match and advances to the final.(AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Jasmine Paolini of Italy celebrates after defeating Donna Vekic of Croatia in their semifinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Jasmine Paolini of Italy celebrates after defeating Donna Vekic of Croatia in their semifinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Donna Vekic of Croatia reacts after winning a point against Jasmine Paolini of Italy during their semifinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Jasmine Paolini of Italy celebrates winning a point against Donna Vekic of Croatia during their semifinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            8 of 19 | 
            Jasmine Paolini of Italy reacts during her semifinal match against Donna Vekic of Croatia at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            9 of 19 | 
            Jasmine Paolini of Italy plays a forehand return to Donna Vekic of Croatia during their semifinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            10 of 19 | 
            Donna Vekic of Croatia reacts after loosing a point against Jasmine Paolini of Italy during their semifinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Donna Vekic of Croatia plays places a bag of ice on her wrist during a break in her semifinal against Jasmine Paolini of Italy at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            12 of 19 | 
            Jasmine Paolini of Italy reacts during her semifinal match against Donna Vekic of Croatia at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Donna Vekic of Croatia plays a forehand return to Jasmine Paolini of Italy during their semifinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Jasmine Paolini of Italy plays a forehand return to Donna Vekic of Croatia during their semifinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Donna Vekic of Croatia serves to Jasmine Paolini of Italy during their semifinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Jasmine Paolini of Italy reacts during her semifinal match against Donna Vekic of Croatia at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Donna Vekic of Croatia plays a forehand return to Jasmine Paolini of Italy during their semifinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            18 of 19 | 
            Sara Erani, left, and Jacqueline Paolini, mother of Jasmine react following her semifinal win over Donna Vekic of Croatia at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Jasmine Paolini of Italy celebrates after defeating Donna Vekic of Croatia in their semifinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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        Jasmine Paolini wins Wimbledon's longest women's semifinal to reach a second Grand Slam title match
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            Jasmine Paolini of Italy celebrates after defeating Donna Vekic of Croatia in their semifinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Donna Vekic of Croatia reacts after loosing a point against Jasmine Paolini of Italy during their semifinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Jasmine Paolini of Italy, left, and Donna Vekic of Croatia get each other at the net after the end of their semifinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. Paolini won the match and advances to the final.(AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Jasmine Paolini of Italy celebrates after defeating Donna Vekic of Croatia in their semifinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Jasmine Paolini of Italy reacts during her semifinal match against Donna Vekic of Croatia at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Jasmine Paolini kept coming back, kept coming back, kept coming back, against Donna Vekic in what would become the longest Wimbledon women's semifinal on record -- after dropping the opening set, after being two games from defeat in each of the last two sets, after twice trailing by a break in the third.
And all the while, this is what Paolini kept telling herself Thursday: "Try, point by point" and "Fight for every ball."
Paolini never had won a match at the All England Club until last week and now will participate in her second consecutive Grand Slam final, thanks to a rollicking 2-6, 6-4, 7-6 (10-8) victory over the unseeded Vekic across 2 hours, 51 minutes on Centre Court.
"This match," said the No. 7-seeded Paolini, a 28-year-old from Italy, "I will remember forever."
As will many of the thousands who were present or the millions watching on TV.

    


"It was," Paolini said, "a rollercoaster of emotions."
Consider: Vekic, a 28-year-old from Croatia making her debut in a Slam semifinal, ended up claiming more points (118-111), delivering more winners (42-26) and breaking serve more often (4-3).




"She was hitting winners everywhere," Paolini said.
But Paolini never went away, eventually converting her third match point when Vekic sent a forehand wide. This showing on the grass courts at Wimbledon follows Paolini's runner-up finish to Iga Swiatek on the red clay at the French Open last month.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Paolini is the first woman to get to the title matches at Roland Garros and the All England Club in the same season since Serena Williams in 2016.
"These last months have been crazy for me," Paolini said with a laugh.
In Saturday's final, she will face No. 4 Elena Rybakina or No. 31 Barbora Krejcikova. They've both been a major champ already: Rybakina won Wimbledon in 2022; Krejcikova won the French Open in 2021.
The men's semifinals Friday are Carlos Alcaraz vs. Daniil Medvedev, and Novak Djokovic vs. Lorenzo Musetti. Like Paolini, Musetti is Italian.

    


Paolini's win was anything but easy for either woman. Exhausting would be a more appropriate word.
Vekic often was in obvious distress, crying between points and while sitting in her changeover chair late in the third set -- because, she said afterward, of pain in an arm and a leg -- and often looked up at her guest box with a flushed face. She iced her right forearm between games.
"I thought I was going to die in the third set," said Vekic, who repeatedly closed her eyes, sighed or shook her head during her news conference.
"I didn't know how," she said, "I could keep playing."
How surprising is Paolini's recent surge?
She never had managed to make it past the second round at any major tournament -- losing in the first or second round in 16 appearances in a row -- until she got to the fourth round at the Australian Open in January.
And then there's this: Paolini's career record at Wimbledon was 0-3 until this fortnight. Indeed, she did not own a single tour-level win on grass anywhere until a tuneup event at Eastbourne last month.

    


After a one-sided first set -- Vekic won 16 of 19 points on her serve, and two of the ones she ceded were on double-faults -- Paolini finally got going late in the second. Her never-give-up attitude was apparent at 4-all, when she sprinted with her back to the net to put her racket on a lob, somehow getting it back over the net, and Vekic badly missed an overhead.
Paolini held there to lead 5-4, then broke for the set with a forehand winner, looked up at her guest box -- where her doubles partner, Sara Errani, and her relatives were on their feet after nearly every point that went her way -- and screamed, "Forza!" ("Let's go!")
Vekic, playing her fifth three-setter in six matches, headed to the locker room before the last set, recalibrated and came out strong. She broke in the opening game, helped by a forehand return winner on a second serve, followed by Paolini's missed forehand on an 11-stroke exchange.
Soon Vekic led 3-1. After a later trade of breaks, she was up 4-3.
"I believed I could win," Vekic said, "until the end."

    


But Paolini steadied herself, her racket and her resolve -- and now gets a second chance to play for her first Slam trophy.
There was something else on her mind as she got ready to head to the locker room, though.
"Now I'm going to the ice bath," Paolini said, "because my legs are a little bit tired."
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/wimbledon-7-11-2024-results-women-semifinals-b805a32c483f43af841c7467c1ab9587
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            FILE - President Donald Trump welcomes Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban to the White House in Washington, on May 13, 2019. Orban, will travel to Florida on Thursday July 11, 2024 to meet with former President Donald Trump following a NATO summit in Washington, a move likely to aggravate frustrations among his partners in the European Union over similar secretive trips he made to Russia and China in recent days. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta, File)
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            President Joe Biden, left, greets Viktor Orban, Prime Minister of Hungary, as he arrives for a welcome ceremony at the NATO summit in Washington, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Hungary's nationalist prime minister, Viktor Orban, will travel to Florida on Thursday to meet with former President Donald Trump following a NATO summit in Washington, a move likely to aggravate frustrations among Western allies over similar secretive trips he made to Russia and China in recent days. 
Orban will meet with Trump at the former president's beachside compound Mar-a-Lago, according to a person familiar with the plans who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss the private event. 
The Hungarian leader has openly endorsed Trump's candidacy in this year's presidential election, and pinned hopes on the Republican being able to bring an end to Russia's war in Ukraine. 
The European Union's longest-serving leader has become an icon to some conservative populists for championing what he calls "illiberal democracy," which includes restrictions on immigration and LGBTQ+ rights. He has also cracked down on the press and judiciary in Hungary and been accused by the EU of violating rule-of-law and democracy standards. 

    


The Mar-a-Lago meeting -- Orban's second since March -- comes as the latest stop on what he calls a "peace mission" aimed at finding a path toward ending Russia's war in Ukraine. 




Widely considered to have the warmest relations with the Kremlin among all EU leaders, Orban made an unannounced visit to Kyiv last week where he held talks with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Some of his critics interpreted the Kyiv visit as a sign that Hungary could take steps closer to the EU mainstream's pro-Ukraine stance as it took over the bloc's six-month rotating presidency earlier this month. 
But those hopes were dashed when he made an unannounced trip to Moscow days later to meet with Russian President Vladimir Putin, a rare trip to Russia by a European leader that drew condemnation from Kyiv and other European capitals. 

    


After that, he flew to Beijing to meet with Chinese President Xi Jinping, where he described China as a stabilizing force amid global turbulence and praised its "constructive and important" peace initiatives.
Speaking on the sidelines of the NATO summit on Thursday, Finnish President Alexander Stubb rebuked Orban for his visits to Moscow and Beijing, which EU leaders have rushed to clarify were not endorsed by other European leaders. 
"I'll say it out loud, I don't think there's any point in having conversations with authoritarian regimes that are violating international law," Stubb said. "He can do it on his own behalf. But I fundamentally disagree about doing that. I simply do not see the purpose."
Orban has sought close ties to Trump and other conservative Republicans, and expressed his belief that a new Trump presidency was the "only serious chance" for an end to the war in Ukraine.
Trump has repeatedly said he could settle the war "in 24 hours" if he's elected president again by meeting with both Putin and Zelenskyy -- a claim Russia's United Nations ambassador has disputed. 
White House national security adviser Jake Sullivan on Thursday signaled concern that a Trump-Orban meeting would run counter to Ukraine's interests, saying: "The U.S. position -- the Biden administration position -- is nothing about Ukraine without Ukraine." 

    


"Whatever adventurism that is being undertaken without Ukraine's consent or support, you know, is not something that's consistent with our policy, the foreign policy of the United States," Sullivan told reporters, adding that he "can't speculate as to what Orban is up to exactly." 
Some observers have raised concerns that Orban's pursuit of a separate foreign policy on Russia and China than that of his EU and NATO partners threatens to undermine those groups' unity.
European governments, meanwhile, have engaged in deep consultations on what they could do to ensure that NATO, Western support for Ukraine and the security of individual NATO countries will endure should Trump -- one of the military alliance's most prominent critics -- win back the presidency in November and temper U.S. contributions.

    


Daniel Fried, a former longtime diplomat and expert on Eastern Europe in the U.S. government, said that Orban's links with China could be hard for Trump to defend given his own get-tough messages toward Beijing.
Otherwise, however, it's entirely natural, and good leadership, for foreign governments to be reaching out to possible next presidents of the U.S., Fried said.
"A lot of the foreign ministers and other people are probably having side meetings with people near Trump World" on the summit sidelines, he said. "In their place, I would do the same."
___
Spike reported from Budapest, Hungary. Aamer Madhani and Ellen Knickmeyer in Washington and Lorne Cook in Brussels contributed reporting. 
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden has a fresh opportunity Thursday to try to prove to the American public that he's capable of serving another four years after his shocking debate flop threw the future of his presidency into doubt. But Biden is not known as a master of the big rhetorical moment and his recent cleanup efforts have proved inadequate.
Biden, 81, will close out the NATO summit in Washington -- an event meant to showcase his leadership on the world stage -- with a rare solo press conference. His stamina and effectiveness are under the microscope like never before and he's struggling to quell the Democratic Party's panic about his chances this November. 

    
    Biden's shaky June 27 debate performance is causing cracks in the White House.
Internal drama, leaks and second-guessing swirls.

	The White House has since faced many questions about Biden's health and medical history. Here's the latest.
	Behind closed doors, Senate Democrats have expressed deep concerns about whether Biden can win November's election.
	The mood for Democrats on Capitol Hill is grimly uncertain, as Biden faces calls to drop out of the race.



    


By many metrics, from job growth and major legislation to the expanded transatlantic alliance, Biden can point to successes during his tenure in office. But where he has sometimes failed -- spectacularly, in the case of the debate -- is at a defining part of the role that isn't in the official job description: delivering inspiring oratory that commands the attention and respect of the nation.

    


Biden has tried to step up his performance since the debate but his follow-up interview on ABC last week was disappointing. Nothing he's tried seems to be stopping the bleeding, with more lawmakers calling for him to bow out in the face of concerns that he could hand the White House back to Republican former President Donald Trump.




Americans tend to regard their leaders less for what they do than how they make them feel, and Biden's debate disaster has shaken his party to its core. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	We want to hear from you: If you didn't vote in the 2020 election, would anything change your mind about voting?
	Read the latest: Follow AP's live coverage of this year's election.




    


"The debate was a reminder that you can have as many policies as you want, but what the public sees and hears might matter more," said Julian Zelizer, a Princeton presidential historian.
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    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports President Biden will hold a press conference as the NATO summit wraps up today, as questions about his age and capability hang over his campaign.

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Rhetoric is intertwined with the modern presidency, from Franklin D. Roosevelt's "The only thing we have to fear is fear itself" to Ronald Reagan's "Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!"

    


It can inspire in the wake of tragedy, like George W. Bush's bullhorn speech on the smoky rubble at ground zero after the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks and help a war- and recession-weary country recover its sense of self, like Barack Obama's "Yes we can!" Even Donald Trump's "Make America Great Again" cry echoed the temperament of the agitated nation.
"People saw Trump as a reflection of a more turbulent, chaotic and angry country," Zelizer said. "Voters may see Biden's frailty as a symbol of weakness or its own kind of instability."
Biden can give a good speech -- his State of the Union address earlier this year helped quiet doubters about his viability as a candidate. But his strength as a president and politician has been how his humanity in intimate settings resonated with voters, and the power of his personal narrative and down-to-earth roots.
Yet those moments, in private or before small crowds, even if amplified on social media as Biden's team hopes, are certain to reach fewer people than the tens of millions who watched his bout with Trump.
Despite a drumbeat of calls from some in his party to step aside, Biden has dug in, insisting he's the best Democrat to defeat Trump, whose candidacy he's called an existential threat to democracy. 

    


His press conference will be closely watched for his ability to think on his feet, to demonstrate dynamism and to articulate both that he is still capable of doing the job and of winning it once more. To date, Biden has held the fewest news conferences, 37, since Ronald Reagan, who had held 25 at the same point in his presidency, according to research by Martha Kumar, a Towson University presidential scholar. 
Even before the debate, Biden's victories as president have often come despite his inability to sell them to a skeptical public. Heading into his face-off with Trump he has historically low job approval ratings for an American leader. And he's been unable to overcome voters' pessimism over the direction of the country and a majority of voters in his own party had already believed him too old to effectively lead.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    


    


The debate, rather than helping Biden reset the race against Trump, confirmed voters' preestablished fears about him, said Allison Prasch, a professor of rhetoric who researches presidential communications at the University of Wisconsin, Madison.
"The president is a symbol," she said, adding that Americans often look to the president as a mirror to reflect on their hopes and their fears.
"You could argue that when you see a president that appears infirm, has difficulty doing some basic tasks of the presidency, you have questions about the state of the nation," she said.
She contrasted his recent halting public comments with his message from the campaign four years ago.
"In 2020 he was promising to demonstrate confidence in the face of chaos. He was saying, 'I'm this steady force,'" Prasch said. "If that's how you branded yourself and you do the opposite thing in this debate, that's exactly why this was so jarring for the public."

    


Biden aides and allies responded to the debate with a series of public pronouncements defending Biden's mental state and fitness for the job, notably focused on the big decisions of the Oval Office, rather than his ability to articulate them to the masses.
"I have not seen any reason whatsoever to question or doubt his lucidity, his grasp of context, his probing nature, and the degree to which he is completely in charge of facts and figures," White House National Security spokesman John Kirby said Monday.
Brett McGurk, the White House coordinator for the Middle East and North Africa and a veteran of four administrations, said he has never been concerned about Biden's decision-making.
Speaking of Biden, he told The Associated Press: "I have never seen a president who is not prepared, who is not deliberate, who is not asking rigorous questions of those in the room or of a foreign leader," adding that Biden "makes decisions sometimes which are often difficult decisions, and then actually follows up."
While Biden and his team have made a concerted effort since the debate to increase his public visibility -- which had been limited by aides worried about Biden's penchant for gaffes or missteps -- he has proven to be uneven and at times underwhelming.
Campaigning in Pennsylvania on Sunday, Biden delivered remarks for less than 10 minutes at a Philadelphia church and a Harrisburg rally, but spent three times as long taking selfies and hugging kids -- the sort of feel-good content that has always bolstered his political fortunes. 
A call-in interview with MSNBC's "Morning Joe" showcased Biden's defiance and distaste of party "elites" as he pledged to stay in the race. In his opening remarks at the NATO summit, Biden was forceful in defense of the alliance.
"The more he gets out there to campaign with voters, the starker the contrast and easier the choice will be for these voters: between Joe Biden, a decent man fighting for the middle class and an unhinged billionaire like Trump who wants to terminate the ACA and turn our country into a dictatorship," said campaign spokesman Kevin Munoz, referring in part to the Affordable Care Act.
But asked in the ABC News interview about how he would feel if his candidacy handed the White House back to Trump, he offered a mangled and less-than-inspiring response: "I'll feel as long as I gave it my all and I did the good as job as I know I can do, that's what this is about."
___
Associated Press writer Colleen Long contributed to this report.
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            Workers serve customers at a fast food restaurant Thursday, June 27, 2024, in southeast Denver. On Thursday, July 11, 2024, the Labor Department issues its report on inflation at the consumer level in June. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            Motorists fill up the tank of a car at a gasoline station on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, in Loveland, Colo. On Thursday, July 11, 2024, the Labor Department issues its report on inflation at the consumer level in June. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski)
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            A sale sign is displayed on a rack of clothes at a store in Chicago, Monday, June 10, 2024. On Thursday, July 11, 2024, the Labor Department issues its report on inflation at the consumer level in June. (AP Photo/Nam Y. Huh)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Inflation in the United States cooled in June for a third straight month, a sign that the worst price spike in four decades is steadily fading and may soon usher in interest rate cuts by the Federal Reserve.
In a better-than-expected report, consumer prices declined 0.1% from May to June after having remained flat the previous month, the Labor Department said Thursday. It was the first monthly decline in overall inflation since May 2020, when the economy was paralyzed by the pandemic. 
And measured from one year earlier, prices were up 3% in June, cooler than the 3.3% annual rate in May.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

The latest inflation readings will likely help convince the Fed's policymakers that inflation is returning to their 2% target. A brief pickup in inflation early this year had caused the officials to scale back their expectations for interest rate cuts. The policymakers said they would need to see several months of mild price increases to feel confident enough enough to cut their key rate from its 23-year high. 

    


The June figures will qualify as another installment of the more good inflation data the central bank has been seeking. Should inflation remain low through the summer, most economists expect the Fed to begin cutting its benchmark rate in September.




"This confirms that there is very little chance of inflation re-accelerating and that it's time for some rate cuts from the Fed," said Luke Tilley, chief economist at Wilmington Trust, a wealth management firm. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Tilley noted that measures of rent and homeownership costs cooled significantly last month, a long-awaited development. Rental prices typically don't change much from month to month, he noted, which means that the slower price increases in June will probably continue. 
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    AP correspondent Shelley Adler reports consistent numbers show inflation is slowing.

    

Even as inflation slows, though, the costs of food, rent, health care and other necessities remain much higher than they were before the pandemic -- a source of public discontent and a potential threat to President Joe Biden's re-election bid.

    


In June, gas prices plunged for a second straight month, tumbling 3.8% on average nationwide from May. Gas prices are now down 2.5% from a year ago. (They did pick up this month and averaged $3.54 nationwide Thursday, according to AAA, up 10 cents from a month earlier.)
Grocery prices ticked up by a slight 0.1% last month, the first increase in five months, and are just 1.1% higher than a year ago. Food prices are still up, on average, 21% from March 2021, when inflation started to surge, although Americans' average wages have also risen sharply since then.
Excluding volatile food and energy costs, so-called core prices climbed just 0.1% from May to June, below the 0.2% increase in the previous month. Measured from 12 months earlier, core prices rose 3.3% in June, down from 3.4% May. Core prices are thought to provide a particularly telling signal of where inflation is likely headed.
The cost of new and used cars also fell last month. Used car prices, which had soared during the recovery from the pandemic, have dropped 10.1% in the past year. 

    


Rental and homeownership costs, which make up more than one-third of the entire consumer price index, rose at a slower pace last month, up 0.3% from May to June. That is the mildest such increase in nearly three years, and it could signal that a long-awaited slowdown in rental price increases has finally arrived. Compared with a year earlier, rents in June were still up 5.1%, a much faster rate than before the pandemic.
Rental costs are typically among the last inflationary dominoes to drop, which is why economists are encouraged by the smaller rise in June. A jump in apartment construction in the past two years has brought many new units online, forcing some landlords to keep rents in check to attract renters. (The government also uses rental data to calculate the costs of homeownership, which grew more slowly last month after years of rapid acceleration.) 
Most other major drivers of inflation over the past three years -- groceries, used cars, gas -- have either leveled off or declined. Rental price increases had remained persistently high until June. 

    


"This is a really, really good sign that the (price) weakness that we've been expecting for a year and a half is finally starting to occur," said Alan Detmeister, an economist at UBS Investment Bank. The pullback in housing costs, he said, "will make (Fed officials) feel that the slowing in inflation is a little more sustainable."
Still, a jump in her rent at the start of this year delivered a painful blow to Deborah Stettler's finances. Stettler, a 51-year old resident of Quincy, Massachusetts, said her rent soared in January from $1,500 a month to $2,000. 
A single mother with a 16-year old son, Stettler is also still struggling with the sharp run-up in food prices over the past three years. She gets about half her family's food from a local food pantry. For the rest, she looks for sales at grocery stores.

    


Stettler landed a new job about nine months ago, in children's services, after having worked before then at a YMCA branch.
"Rent has gone up, food has gone up, the pay doesn't go up," she said. "I'm still going to the food pantry for food help, because by the time you pay all your bills, you don't really have a lot of money left for food."
The Fed has kept its key interest rate unchanged for nearly a year after having aggressively raised it in 2022 and 2023, leading to costlier mortgages, auto loans, credit cards and other forms of consumer and business borrowing.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    
    
        
    



            

        

    

Inflation is now far below its peak of 9.1% in mid-2022. Other measures suggest that the economy is healthy, though slowing: Unemployment is still relatively low, hiring remains steady and many consumers continue to travel, eat out and spend on entertainment.
In the second half of 2023, core inflation cooled steadily, raising expectations that the Fed would cut its key rate up to six times this year. But then fast-rising costs for auto insurance, apartment rents and other services kept inflation elevated in the first three months of this year, leading Fed officials to downgrade their forecasts for rate cuts in 2024 from three to just one. Wall Street traders expect two rate cuts this year, with the first one coming in September.
In testimony Tuesday to Congress, Fed Chair Jerome Powell noted that the job market has "cooled considerably" and is "not a source of broad inflationary pressures." That marked a notable shift from his past comments, which had suggested that rapid wage growth could perpetuate inflation because some companies would likely raise their prices to offset their higher labor costs. 
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They fled from their home countries. Now, they'll compete in Paris for the Refugee Olympic Team
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                    Syrian refugee Mohammad Amin Alsalami, 29, trains at the Wilmersdorf Stadium in Berlin, May 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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            Gold medal winning canoeist who deserted Cuba to compete in Paris Games in refugee team

        
        
            Fernando Dayan Jorge is training hard for his third Olympic Games. As part for the Cuban national team, the 25-year-old canoeist already competed in Rio de Janeiro and Tokyo where he won gold for the 1,000-meter canoe sprint. But these Paris Games will be different. Jorge was at the top of his career when he took a daunting step in March 2021 and defected, joining a growing number of Cuban athletes in deserting their country. (AP video shot by Daniel Kozin, production by Renata Brito)
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            Syrian refugee to compete in Paris Games

        
        
            When Mohammad Amin Alsalami arrived in Berlin in October 2015 from Syria, he was cold, lonely and homesick. Like millions of other migrants, he was in search of a place where he could build a future without bombs and violence. Almost a decade later, Alsalami, 29, has been granted asylum, learned German and made new friends. He learned just months ago that he got the green light to participate in the Paris Olympic Games. (AP video shot by Pietro De Cristofaro, Production by Renata Brito)
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            1 of 18 | 
            Syrian refugee Mohammad Amin Alsalami, 29, trains at the Wilmersdorf Stadium in Berlin on May 29, 2024. After leaving his war-torn hometown of Aleppo, he made it by foot to Germany through Turkey, Greece and the Balkans in October 2015. After almost a decade, he is thriving. He was granted asylum, has learned German, made new friends, and will now compete in Paris as part of the Refugee Olympic Team. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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            Iranian wrestler Iman Mahdavi, 28, practices at the Lotta Club Seggiano gym, in Pioltello, northern Italy, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Mahdavi fled his home country in fear of his life in October 2020. Now, he will compete in Paris as part of the Refugee Olympic Team. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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            Iranian wrestler Iman Mahdavi, 28, gets dressed in the locker room before practicing at the Lotta Club Seggiano gym, in Pioltello, northern Italy, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Mahdavi fled his home country in fear of his life in October 2020. Now, he will compete in Paris as part of the Refugee Olympic Team. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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            Iranian wrestler Iman Mahdavi, 28, poses at the Lotta Club Seggiano gym, in Pioltello, northern Italy, Wednesday, Feb. 28, 2024. Mahdavi fled his home country in fear of his life in October 2020. Now, he will compete in Paris as part of the Refugee Olympic Team. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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            Iranian wrestler Iman Mahdavi, 28, checks his weight at his home in Milan, northern Italy, Thursday, Feb. 29, 2024. Mahdavi fled his home country in fear of his life in October 2020. Now, he will compete in Paris as part of the Refugee Olympic Team. (AP Photo/Luca Bruno)
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            Syrian refugee Mohammad Amin Alsalami, 29, trains at the Wilmersdorf Stadium in Berlin on May 29, 2024. After leaving his war-torn hometown of Aleppo, he made it by foot to Germany through Turkey, Greece and the Balkans in October 2015. After almost a decade, he is thriving. He was granted asylum, has learned German, made new friends, and will now compete in Paris as part of the Refugee Olympic Team. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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            Fernando Dayan Jorge uses his paddle to help stretch at the start of a training session ahead of the 2024 Paris Olympics, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Cape Coral, Fla. Jorge, who will compete in canoe sprint for the Refugee Olympic Team, competed for his native country Cuba in the Rio 2016 and the Toyko 2020 Olympics. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Rower Fernando Dayan Jorge paddles his canoe during a training session ahead of the 2024 Paris Olympics, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Cape Coral, Fla. Jorge, who will compete in canoe sprint for the Olympic Refugee team, rowed for his native country Cuba in the Rio 2016 and the Toyko 2020 Olympics, where he won a gold medal in Men's Canoe Double 1000m and finished seventh in the singles event. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            A toy boxing glove decorated as a Cuban flag hangs along with medals from recent competitions off Olympic rings in the apartment Fernando Dayan Jorge shares with his wife, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Cape Coral, Fla. Jorge, who will compete in canoe sprint for the Refugee Olympic Team, competed for his native country Cuba in the Rio 2016 and the Toyko 2020 Olympics. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            REPLACES INCORRECT CAPTION - Fernando Dayan Jorge displays an Olympic tattoo on his bicep, as he prepares breakfast following a training session for the 2024 Paris Olympics, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Cape Coral, Fla. Jorge, who will compete in canoe sprint for the Refugee Olympic Team, represented his native country Cuba in the Rio 2016 and the Toyko 2020 Olympics. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Fernando Dayan Jorge paddles his canoe during a training session ahead of the 2024 Paris Olympics, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Cape Coral, Fla. Jorge, who will compete in canoe sprint for the Refugee Olympic Team, competed for his native country Cuba in the Rio 2016 and the Toyko 2020 Olympics. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Fernando Dayan Jorge, right, paddles his canoe during a training session with coach Alain Nogueras, ahead of the 2024 Paris Olympics, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Cape Coral, Fla. Jorge, who will compete in canoe sprint for the Refugee Olympic Team, competed for his native country Cuba in the Rio 2016 and the Toyko 2020 Olympics. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            Manizha Talash, originally from Afghanistan, practices outside the Parish of the Inmaculado Corazon de Maria in Madrid, Spain, where she was granted asylum, June 11, 2024. The 21-year-old will compete with the Refugee Olympic Team for the Olympic Games in Paris, where breaking will be included for the first time. (AP Photo/Andrea Comas)
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            Manizha Talash, originally from Afghanistan, practices outside the Parish of the Inmaculado Corazon de Maria in Madrid, Spain, where she was granted asylum, June 11, 2024. The 21-year-old will compete with the Refugee Olympic Team for the Olympic Games in Paris, where breaking will be included for the first time. (AP Photo/Andrea Comas)
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            Manizha Talash, originally from Afghanistan, stands for a portrait outside the Parish of the Inmaculado Corazon de Maria in Madrid, Spain, where she was granted asylum, June 11, 2024. The 21-year-old will compete with the Refugee Olympic Team for the Olympic Games in Paris, where breaking will be included for the first time. (AP Photo/Andrea Comas)
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                                        They compete under the same flag but speak different languages and come from different parts of the world. After fleeing war and persecution at home, 36 athletes from 11 countries will compete in the Paris Games as part of the Refugee Olympic Team.

The team was created for the Rio Olympics in 2016 as a symbol of hope and to call attention to the plight of refugees worldwide.

In Paris, the refugee athletes will take the stage at a time of record global migration, with hundreds of millions of people -- many of them displaced from their homes -- working to reinvent themselves just as these athletes have.

The record migration comes alongside a rise in far-right populism across much of the world, with officials and parties in many countries promising to clamp down on immigration and asylum.

At the Games, athletes will compete in a host country where the anti-immigration far-right party saw a surge of voter support in parliamentary elections, but was beaten back by a coalition of the French left and failed to win a majority.

The refugee athletes will compete in 12 sports, but for many, their journey to Paris is already a victory in itself.


Fernando Dayan Jorge, Cuban, canoeing 



Fernando Dayan Jorge spent his childhood flying past rickety fishing boats and colonial houses in the bay next to his home in Cienfuegos, Cuba.

Since he began practicing there with his father when he was 11, he said it feels as if he's lived a thousand lifetimes.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


The 25-year-old canoeist was a two-time Olympian for Cuba's national team in Rio de Janeiro and Tokyo. Then, a gold medalist. A deserter of the Cuban team. A migrant. A maintenance worker. And a refugee.

Now, he continues to rocket along on his narrow red-and-white canoe, this time flying past suburban homes in the canals winding through Cape Coral, Florida.

Kneeling on his boat, his oar slices through the air as his coach chants "very good work, very good work" from a boat next to him. 

Jorge's eyes are fixed ahead, throwing all his force into his third Olympics.

"After having written off the 2024 Paris Olympics, it's a massive opportunity," he said. "There are so many Cubans that come to this country and lose this dream of competing once again, simply because they don't know how to get back to this place."

Jorge was at the top of his career, having won gold in Tokyo for the 1,000-meter canoe sprint, when he took a daunting step in March 2021. While training in Mexico, Jorge defected, joining a growing number of Cuban athletes in deserting their country amid an ongoing migratory flight.

Some hope to make more money than they can in the communist-run island. Others, like Jorge, say they left because of political differences over how the government treats citizens and athletes.

He left behind his home and crossed into the United States via the Rio Grande, in hopes of a better -- if uncertain -- life.

Arriving to Florida was, in some ways, like starting from scratch. Granted refugee status in the U.S., Jorge said he would wake up hours before sunrise to train, then work eight hours in a maintenance gig to pay his bills.

He said he watched friends forced to give up everything after migrating, but he fought to continue as a professional athlete.

    



"I had a hard time getting out of bed every day and keeping my head on straight," he said. "I had no support whatsoever."

Becoming one of the first Cubans to compete on the Refugee Olympic Team changed everything for him, he said. Still, he is among those who've struggled to cover the costs of competing internationally. He opened a GoFundMe page in June to help pay his way to the Games.

Cuba has protested the inclusion of Jorge and Cuban weightlifter Ramiro Mora on the team, saying they should not be considered refugees. 

Today, Jorge's life in Cuba and his future in Florida seem to blend together in his home. His red, blue and white Cuba jersey sits framed over his doorway, while medals from competitions in the U.S. hang over a statue of the Olympic emblem.

"To the refugees and athletes who've been through the same thing, I want to tell them to not give up," he said. "No matter how dark the days become, the sun is always going to rise."


Manizha Talash, Afghan, breaking 



Manizha Talash does not fear the Taliban. 

"I'm here because I want to reach my dream. Not because I'm scared," she declared from Spain, where she was granted asylum. 

On the outskirts of Madrid, the 21-year-old is training hard for the Games, which for the first time will include breaking, or, as it's popularly known, breakdancing. Talash prances and swivels on her hands and feet to the beat of hip-hop, swooshing her black and red hair around before striking a pose signaling the end of her performance. 

Just months ago, she was working in a hair salon in the town of Huesca. Talash was among hundreds of Afghans brought to Spain aboard military planes following the return of the Taliban to power in August 2021.

Talash first came across breaking at age 17. She saw a social media video of a man spinning on his head and was skeptical -- it must have been fake, generated by AI, she thought. But the images were real, and she said she soon became obsessed with the sport, scrolling through video after video on her phone. 

"I wanted to do it, I wanted to learn it," she said. 

She found a club in Kabul where a dancer from the videos trained and knocked at the door. "There were 55 boys, and I was the only girl," she said. "I told myself, why can't a girl do this?"

Breaking in some ways freed her from the problems facing young women in Afghanistan. But it wasn't long before Talash was noticed -- international news outlets published stories about the young Afghan woman defying cultural and religious norms. That was enough to become a target.

"The Taliban don't like it when a girl dances," she said, even though breaking is more than that -- it's a sport. 

    



Her club began receiving threats, Talash said, and one day, when a bomb hit very close, local police asked them to shut down over the dangers. 

She trained behind closed doors in her home until the Taliban's return to power. Despite initial promises that women's rights wouldn't be curtailed, women have since been barred from studying and face several restrictions on employment, travel and health. 

"Now, girls can't do anything," Talash said. 

She's had little time to train while adapting to a foreign country, and at some points, competing in the Games seemed unfathomable.

"But when my friend told me I could join the refugee team, I was so happy," Talash said. "I can now fly."


Mohammad Amin Alsalami, Syrian, athletics 



When Mohammad Amin Alsalami arrived in Berlin in October 2015, he was cold, lonely and homesick.

The Syrian refugee had left behind his war-torn hometown of Aleppo, fled to Turkey, crossed the Mediterranean on a rubber boat to Greece, and trekked by foot to Germany. Like millions of other migrants, he was in search of a place where he could build a future without bombs and violence.

Almost a decade later, Alsalami, 29, has been granted asylum, learned German and made new friends. And he's living his dream of becoming a world-class athlete. 

He learned just months ago that he got the green light to participate in the Paris Games.

"That moment was so wow," he said. "I get to go to the Olympics. I cried so much. It was really cool." 

Alsalami discovered his passion for athletics during physical education in school at age 15. A teacher noticed his talent for long jump and pushed him to participate in local and national competitions in Syria. But when civil war erupted, he could no longer practice. His family -- he's the youngest of nine siblings and comes from a family of tailors -- was displaced several times within Syria, then fled to Turkey. Alsalami decided to continue on to Europe on his own.

He credits his passion for athletics with getting him through the initial hardships in his new country.

During the first weeks in Berlin, he looked up different stadiums and gyms on Google maps so he could start practicing long jump again. He remembers walking through the first snow to finally discover one of the city's big indoor gymnasiums. 

"All the other Berlin track and field athletes were training in this hall," he said. "When I came in and saw how full and how warm it was inside ... it was almost like paradise for me." 

    



On that first day, a man watched him jump, approached him and asked something in German.

"I didn't understand anything, not in English either," Alsalami said. "And then I said 'Hey, I'm Syrian' on my cellphone, and he said 'I'm your trainer from now on.'" 

He stayed with that first coach for five years, then moved on to a different one -- and said he's eternally grateful to both for their support.

Despite his excitement for the Games, Alsalami admits he's a bit sad that he can't represent his home country.

"Syria is home, I miss it every day," he said. "In the end, that's my country, that's where I come from."


Iman Mahdavi, Iranian, wrestling 



Iman Mahdavi smiles and dishes up Iranian food that he's cooked himself at his Milan home.

"If my mum could see me now," he said with a laugh. "She wouldn't believe it."

Mahdavi hasn't seen his mother since October 2020, when the Iranian wrestler fled his home country over fears for his life.

With only the clothes he was wearing, Mahdavi made a harrowing journey by foot from Iran to Turkey, then flew to Italy and applied for asylum.

"I didn't even really know where I was flying to," said Mahdavi, 29. "Luckily for me, it was Italy." 

Once he was granted asylum, one of Mahdavi's first aims was to continue wrestling. His father, once a wrestler himself, had instilled in his son a passion. Mahdavi became a seven-time national junior champion and won more than 50 medals.

Through a friend he connected with on Instagram, Mahdavi was introduced to a gym on the outskirts of Milan. 

"As soon as we had him in the gym, in his first training sessions, we immediately saw that he was an extraordinary athlete, that he was a very, very high-level wrestler," said Giuseppe Gammarota, president of Lotta Club Seggiano. "We immediately started preparing him for competitions."

The gym has become like family to him -- so much so that he calls his coach, Marco Moroni, "Papi."

Mahdavi said his real father died of a heart attack several years ago after being mistakenly told his son died in a car crash.

    



It was Moroni who helped Mahdavi find a job, as a nightclub bouncer.

Mahdavi admits the schedule can be tough: He works from 11 p.m. to 5 a.m., goes home to sleep, then trains every day. But he has a focus that drives him. 

"The Olympics is a dream for any athlete who does any sport," he said. "I hope to come back from the Olympics with the best colored medal I can get. And I will also be thinking about the next Olympics, hoping I'm still in form."

___

Associated Press journalists Rebecca Blackwell and Daniel Kozin in Cape Coral, Florida, and Iain Sullivan in Madrid contributed to this report. 

___

More Paris Olympics news: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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China tells NATO not to create chaos in Asia and rejects label of 'enabler' of Russia's Ukraine war

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    In their most serious rebuke against Beijing, NATO allies on Wednesday called China a "decisive enabler" of Russia's war against Ukraine.


                
                
    
    
    Photos
                    1
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 1 | 
            FILE -Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping shake hands during their meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, July 3, 2024. China has accused NATO of seeking security at the expense of others and told the alliance not to bring the same "chaos" to Asia. The statement from a Foreign Ministry spokesperson on Thursday came a day after NATO labeled China a "decisive enabler" of Russia's war against Ukraine. (Sergey Guneyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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                                        BEIJING (AP) -- China accused NATO on Thursday of seeking security at the expense of others and told the alliance not to bring the same "chaos" to Asia, a reflection of its determination to oppose strengthening ties between NATO members and Asian nations such as Japan, South Korea and the Philippines. 
The statement by a Foreign Ministry spokesperson came a day after NATO labeled China a "decisive enabler" of Russia's war against Ukraine.
"NATO hyping up China's responsibility on the Ukraine issue is unreasonable and has sinister motives," spokesperson Lin Jian said at a daily briefing. He maintained that China has a fair and objective stance on the Ukraine issue. 
China has broken with the United States and its European allies over the war in Ukraine, refusing to condemn Russia's invasion or even to refer to it as an act of aggression in deference to Moscow. Its trade with Russia has grown since the invasion, at least partially offsetting the impact of Western sanctions.

    


NATO, in a statement issued at a summit in Washington, said China has become an enabler of the war through its "no-limits partnership" with Russia and its large-scale support for Russia's defense industrial base.




Lin said China's trade with Russia is legitimate and reasonable and based on World Trade Organization rules. 
He said NATO's "so-called security" comes at the cost of the security of other countries. China has backed Russia's contention that NATO expansion posed a threat to Russia, whose attack on Ukraine has only strengthened the alliance, leading to Sweden and Finland becoming formal members. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

China has expressed concern about NATO's budding relationships with countries in the Indo-Pacific region. Australia, New Zealand, Japan and South Korea sent their leaders or deputies to the NATO summit this week.
"China urges NATO to ... stop interfering in China's internal politics and smearing China's image and not create chaos in the Asia-Pacific after creating turmoil in Europe," Lin said.

    


Chinese troops are in Belarus this week for joint drills near the border with Poland, a NATO member. The exercises are the first with Belarus, an ally of Russia, with which it shares a single-party system under President Alexander Lukashenko, whose regime cracked down brutally on 2020 mass protests against his rule,
Lin described the joint training as a normal military operation that is not directed at any particular country. 
China is a key player in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, which includes a strong military element involving Russia and several Central Asian nations, India and, most recently, Belarus. 
That is seen as creating a bulwark against Western influence in the region, but also tensions over rising Chinese influence in what Russia considers its political backyard made up of former parts of the Soviet Union, which included Belarus.
Earlier this month, Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping attended a meeting of leaders or top officials from the 10 SCO countries in Kazakhstan at which Putin reiterated his demand that Ukraine withdraw its troops from parts of the country occupied by Russia. Ukraine has firmly rejected that, along with a Chinese peace proposal that makes no mention of the return of Ukrainian territory to the government in Kyiv. 
China and Russia have closely aligned their foreign policies to oppose the West, even as Russia grows increasingly reliant on China as a purchaser of its oil and gas that make up the bulk of its foreign trade.
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Pressure mounts on Houston power company to quickly restore service as city sweats after Beryl

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    For the second time this year, millions of Houston area residents are without power after a storm. (AP video: Mark Vancleave)
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            Volunteers help to hand out ice and supplies at Acres Homes cooling center in Houston, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. After Hurricane Beryl slammed into Texas, knocking out power to nearly 3 million homes and businesses. (AP Photo/Maria Lysaker)
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            East End residents Laura and Jose Galvan sift through perishable foods that were left outside of a Kroger due to power outages from the recent Hurricane Beryl that made landfall in Houston on Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (Raquel Natalicchio/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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            Houston residents Janice Taylor, left, and her daughter Janell spend time at Gallery Furniture, which is being used as a temporary shelter, to cool off and charge their electronic devices, in Houston, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. The effects of Hurricane Beryl left most in the area without power. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Volunteer Karen Jones, center, helps to hand out supplies at Acres Homes cooling center in Houston, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. After Hurricane Beryl slammed into Texas, knocking out power to nearly 3 million homes and businesses. (AP Photo/Maria Lysaker)
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            Tree branches that fell during Hurricane Beryl took down power lines and a Jeep in Acres Homes in Houston, on Wednesday, July 10, 2024. ( Elizabeth Conley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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            Keyla Herrera entertains her eight-month-old daughter, Emma, with a movie on her cell phone next to her husband, Edgar, as they sat inside of the cooling center set up inside of Sunnyside Health and Multi-Service Center on Wednesday, July 10, 2024, after Hurricane Beryl hit the Houston area on Monday. (Karen Warren/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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            Houston resident Ashley Doyle and her children, Kaysen and Jayce, spend time at Gallery Furniture, which is being used as a temporary shelter, to cool off and and have a meal, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Houston. The effects of Hurricane Beryl left most in the area without power. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Vehicles line up for a supply distribution at Woodforest Bank Stadium after Hurricane Beryl made its way through the Greater Houston area, in Shenandoah, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. Montgomery County Office of Emergency Management in coordination with the Montgomery County Food Bank distributed water, ice, MREs and other supplies to 1,500 vehicles. (Jason Fochtman/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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            Volunteers hand out water at a distribution station in Houston, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. After Hurricane Beryl slammed into Texas, knocking out power to nearly 3 million homes and businesses. (AP Photo/Maria Lysaker)
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            Utility trucks sit parked at a CenterPoint Energy staging center at the Houston Race Track in Houston, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. Millions of residents lost power after Hurricane Beryl made landfall. (AP Photo/Maria Lysaker)
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            Employees of Premier Home Improvement remove a tree from the roof of a house in the aftermath of Hurricane Beryl in the Homestead neighborhood of Houston on Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (Elizabeth Conley/Houston Chronicle)
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            Travis Gamble, left, Tye Love, center, and Chucky Aitch, right, spend time at Gallery Furniture, which is being used as a temporary shelter, to cool off, have a meal, and charge their phones, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Houston. The effects of Hurricane Beryl left most in the area without power. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Delray Gooch, standing, talks to mail carrier Jason Phillips as he delivers mail in the aftermath of Hurricane Beryl on Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Houston. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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            Houston resident Adriana Guerrero is reflected in a mirror as she spend time at Gallery Furniture, which is being used as a temporary shelter, to cool off and and have a meal, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Houston. The effects of Hurricane Beryl left most in the area without power. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            Houston residents spend time at Gallery Furniture, which is being used as a temporary shelter, to cool off, have a meal, and charge phones, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Houston. The effects of Hurricane Beryl left most in the area without power. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            People fill gas cans the day after Hurricane Beryl made landfall nearby Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Freeport, Texas. (Jon Shapley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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            Debra McCarty with Harris County Precent 1 works to distribute food at Lincoln Park in Houston, on Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (Elizabeth Conley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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            Houston Mayor John Whitmire helps handing out food boxes at Acres Homes cooling center in Houston, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. After Hurricane Beryl slammed into Texas, the storm knocked out power to nearly 3 million homes and businesses. (AP Photo/Maria Lysaker)
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            Hurricane Beryl's path left down power lines in Acres Homes neighborhood in Houston, on Wednesday, July 10, 2024. ( Elizabeth Conley/Houston Chronicle via AP)
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                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- Pressure mounted Wednesday on Houston's power utility as millions of residents still had no electricity nearly three days after Hurricane Beryl made landfall, stoking questions over how a city that is all too familiar with destructive weather was unable to better withstand a Category 1 storm.
With frustration growing as Houston residents spent another sweltering day in search for places to cool off, fuel up and grab a bite to eat, a CenterPoint Energy executive faced a barrage from city leaders who wanted to know why it was taking so long to get the lights back on again. Mayor John Whitmire bluntly called on the utility to do a better job. 
"That's the consensus of Houstonians. That's mine," Whitmire said. 
Late Wednesday, CenterPoint Energy said it had "restored more than 1 million of the 2.26 million customers impacted by Hurricane Beryl in the first 55 hours of its restoration efforts, and continues to focus on restoring customers without power."

    


"Based on its continued progress, the company expects to have an additional 400,000 customers restored by the end of the day on Friday, July 12 and an additional 350,000 customers restored by the end of the day on Sunday, July 14," the utility's statement said.




Beryl came ashore as a Category 1 hurricane, the weakest type, but has has been blamed for at least seven U.S. deaths -- one in Louisiana and six in Texas. Earlier, 11 died in the Caribbean. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The storm's lingering impact for many in Texas, however, was the wallop to the power supply that left much of the nation's fourth-largest city sweltering days later in hot and humid conditions that the National Weather Service deemed potentially dangerous.
"Maybe they thought it wasn't going to be so bad, but it's had a tremendous effect. They needed to be better prepared," construction worker Carlos Rodriguez, 39, said as he gathered apples, oranges and ready-to-eat meal packs at a food distribution center. His family, with two daughters ages 3 and 7, was struggling, he said. 

    


"We have no power, we're going to bed late and I'm using a fan made out of a piece of cardboard to give my kids some relief," Rodriguez said.
Hospitals were sending patients who could not be released to homes with no power to a sports and event complex where an area was set up to hold as many as 250 people. As of late Wednesday afternoon, about 40 patients had arrived and about 70 to 75 others were on their way, Office of Emergency Management spokesman Brent Taylor said.
Power outages peaked at 2.7 million customers after the storm made landfall Monday, according to PowerOutage.us.
As of late Wednesday afternoon there were 1.6 million customers without power in the Houston area, including 1.3 million CenterPoint customers.
Brad Tutunjian, the CenterPoint vice president for regulatory policy, defended the company's response while facing pointed questions from the City Council and said more than 1 million customers had their power restored by Wednesday.
"To me, I think that's a monumental number right there," Tutunjian said. 

    


The company acknowledged that most of the 12,000 workers it brought in to help the recovery were not in the Houston area when the storm arrived. Initial forecasts had the storm blowing ashore much farther south along the Gulf Coast, near the Texas-Mexico border, before it headed toward Houston.
CenterPoint would not ask third-party workers from other companies and municipalities to pre-position and "ride out" the storm "because that is not safe," Tutunjian said. Instead they are asked to be as close as possible to respond after the storm moves through.
One major difficulty with Beryl was restoring power knocked out by fallen trees and branches, Tutunjian said.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Houston residents stew and swelter after storm Beryl leaves millions without power
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Jennifer King reports Houston is sweltering as utilities work to restore power after Beryl.

    

"When we have storms such as this, with the tree completely coming down ... taking out our lines and our poles, that's where all the time comes in to do the restoration work," he said.
But council members pressed for answers about why CenterPoint, which has been the Houston area for about 100 years, hasn't been more aggressive in trimming trees during calm weather or putting more of its power lines underground. The company has been putting new lines underground in residential areas for decades, Tutunjian responded.

    


Two council members said they received a text about a house that burned down after reporting a downed power line. The texts reported the fire department said it could not do anything, and the utility did not respond. City Council member Abbie Kamin called the extended lack of power a "life safety concern." 
It's hardly the first time the Houston area has faced widespread power outages.
In 2008, Hurricane Ike made landfall on Galveston Island as a Category 2 storm, causing flooding and wind damage to the Houston area. It left about 2.2 million CenterPoint customers without power, according to the Harris County Flood Control District, which said that 75% of the power was restored within 10 days.

    


Houston was also hit hard in 2021 when Texas' power grid failed during a deadly winter storm that brought plunging temperatures, snow and ice. Millions lost power and were left to ride out the storm in frigid homes or flee.
As recently as May, storms killed eight people and left nearly a million customers without power.
Gov. Greg Abbott, who is in Asia on an economic development trip, questioned why Houston has repeatedly been plagued with power problems after severe weather. In an interview with Austin television station KTBC, Abbott, who has been governor since 2014, said he would direct the Texas Public Utility Commission to investigate that, as well as the preparations for and response to Beryl. 
"CenterPoint will have to answer for themselves, if they were prepared, if they were in position," Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, who was acting governor with Abbott away, said Tuesday. "Their company is responsible for that. The state was in position."
Sharon Carr, 62, a lifelong Houston resident, was frustrated.
"Every little thing affects us that way. There's too much wind, we don't have power. It's raining a long time, we don't have power," Carr said. "And it takes three, four, five days to get it back up. Sometimes that's too long for people that are sickly, can't stand the heat or don't have transportation to get to cooling centers."
Raquel Desimone, who has lived in the area since about 2000 and experienced many storms, was surprised at having to scramble yet again for power and shelter.
"I went through Rita, Ike, Imelda and Harvey," Desimone said. "That the infrastructure can't handle a basic storm, leaving for a Category 1, (it) is sort of crazy to me that I'm having to do this."
___
Vertuno reported from Austin. Associated Press/Report for America writer Nadia Lathan in Austin contributed to this report. 

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/houston-power-outages-beryl-ceb5fdc1db4d89d2376abb22bfd45d99
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            Uruguay's players argue with fans at the end of a Copa America semifinal soccer match against Colombia in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Uruguay's Ronald Araujo, right, argues with fans after a Copa America semifinal soccer match against Colombia in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            3 of 18 | 
            Colombia's Jefferson Lerma (16) celebrates with a teammate their team's 1-0 victory over Uruguay at the end of a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            4 of 18 | 
            Colombia's James Rodriguez celebrates his team's 1-0 victory over Uruguay at the end of a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            5 of 18 | 
            Colombia's Luis Diaz, right, and teammate James Rodriguez, center, celebrate their team's 1-0 victory over Uruguay at the end of a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 18 | 
            Uruguay's Mathias Olivera holds his head after Colombia's Jefferson Lerma scored his side's first goal during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            7 of 18 | 
            Players of Colombia celebrate their side's opening goal against Uruguay scored by teammate Jefferson Lerma during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            8 of 18 | 
            Colombia's players celebrate Jefferson Lerma's goal against Uruguay during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            9 of 18 | 
            Colombia's Jefferson Lerma (16) and Uruguay's Federico Valverde battle for the ball during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            10 of 18 | 
            Colombia's Luis Diaz is helped by Uruguay's Giorgian De Arrascaeta after being injured during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            11 of 18 | 
            Colombia's Luis Diaz, left, evades Uruguay's Jose Gimenez during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            12 of 18 | 
            Uruguay's Luis Suarez reacts after missing a chance to score against Colombia during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Uruguay's Luis Suarez reacts after missing a chance to score against Colombia during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            14 of 18 | 
            Colombia's Luis Diaz lies on the pitch during a Copa America semifinal soccer match against Uruguay in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            15 of 18 | 
            Fans gather to watch a broadcast of a Copa America semifinal soccer match between Uruguay and Colombia in Montevideo, Uruguay, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Matilde Campodonico)
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            16 of 18 | 
            Uruguay's Maximiliano Araujo (20) is grabbed by Colombia's Carlos Cuesta, right, during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            17 of 18 | 
            Uruguay's Luis Suarez reacts after missing a chance to score against Colombia during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            18 of 18 | 
            Colombia's coach Nestor Lorenzo watches his team playing Uruguay in a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman)
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            Uruguay's players argue with fans at the end of a Copa America semifinal soccer match against Colombia in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Uruguay's Ronald Araujo, right, argues with fans after a Copa America semifinal soccer match against Colombia in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Colombia's Jefferson Lerma (16) celebrates with a teammate their team's 1-0 victory over Uruguay at the end of a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            Colombia's James Rodriguez celebrates his team's 1-0 victory over Uruguay at the end of a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            Colombia's Luis Diaz, right, and teammate James Rodriguez, center, celebrate their team's 1-0 victory over Uruguay at the end of a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            Uruguay's Mathias Olivera holds his head after Colombia's Jefferson Lerma scored his side's first goal during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Players of Colombia celebrate their side's opening goal against Uruguay scored by teammate Jefferson Lerma during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            Colombia's players celebrate Jefferson Lerma's goal against Uruguay during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            Colombia's Jefferson Lerma (16) and Uruguay's Federico Valverde battle for the ball during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Colombia's Luis Diaz is helped by Uruguay's Giorgian De Arrascaeta after being injured during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            Colombia's Luis Diaz, left, evades Uruguay's Jose Gimenez during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            Uruguay's Luis Suarez reacts after missing a chance to score against Colombia during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Uruguay's Luis Suarez reacts after missing a chance to score against Colombia during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Colombia's Luis Diaz lies on the pitch during a Copa America semifinal soccer match against Uruguay in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Fans gather to watch a broadcast of a Copa America semifinal soccer match between Uruguay and Colombia in Montevideo, Uruguay, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Matilde Campodonico)
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            Uruguay's Maximiliano Araujo (20) is grabbed by Colombia's Carlos Cuesta, right, during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            Uruguay's Luis Suarez reacts after missing a chance to score against Colombia during a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            Colombia's coach Nestor Lorenzo watches his team playing Uruguay in a Copa America semifinal soccer match in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jacob Kupferman)
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                                        CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) -- Colombia is headed to the Copa America championship game for the first time in 23 years after a contentious win over Uruguay in which it played the second half a man short and players brawled with fans in the stands following the final whistle.
Jefferson Lerma scored in the 39th minute for a 1-0 win Wednesday night and a matchup with Lionel Messi and defending champion Argentina on Sunday.
"Until you overcome your weaknesses you cannot grow," Colombia coach Nester Lorenzo said through a interpreter. "And when you overcome those obstacles you can grow."
Daniel Munoz was ejected in first-half stoppage time for an elbow that led to his second yellow card. Despite Uruguay having 61.9% possession, Colombia held on to reach the championship for the first time since winning its only Copa title as host in 2001.
Colombia extended its unbeaten streak to a team record 28 games, one more than from 1992-94 and the longest current streak in men's international soccer.

    


"They are very hungry as players and very eager and they really add many elements to their game beyond the tactical side," Lorenzo said.




In a match that included seven yellow cards in addition to the red, players from both teams pushed and shoved in a scrum on the field at the final whistle. Darwin Nunez and about a dozen Uruguay teammates went into the stands as fans brawled.
A video showed Nunez hitting a fan in Colombian team colors.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

CONMEBOL released a statement after the game saying that it strongly condemns any act of violence that affects the game.
"Our work is based on the conviction that soccer connects and unites us through its positive values," the organization said. "There is no place for intolerance and violence on and off the field. We invite everyone in the remaining days to pour all of their passion into cheering on their national teams and having an unforgettable party." 

    


Defending champion Argentina and Colombia meet at Miami Gardens, Florida, in the tournament finale. The Albiceleste are seeking a record 16th Copa title and are looking to join Spain from 2008-12 as the only countries to win three straight major championships.
Uruguay stays in Charlotte to meet Canada in Saturday night's third-place match.
Before an overwhelmingly pro-Colombia crowd of 70,644 that filled Bank of America Stadium with yellow jerseys and flags, Uruguay fell behind for the first time in the tournament.
James Rodriguez's corner kick was headed in from short range by Lerma, who outjumped Jose Maria Gimenez for his third international goal and second of the tournament. Rodriguez has six assists in the tournament -- triple the total of any other player.
Munoz received his first yellow card from Mexican referee Cesar Ramos in the 31st minute for a reckless slide tackle on Maximiliano Araujo and his second for elbowing Manuel Ugarte in the stomach.
Rodriguez was given a yellow card in the 55th minute for arguing with Ramos when the referee failed to stop play after Richard Rios was kicked on a shin by Darwin Nunez.

    


Rios was removed on a stretcher, re-entered the match, then went down in another challenge and was substituted in the 62nd minute. Rodriguez was removed at the same time to keep him eligible for the final.
Colombia goalkeeper Camilo Vargas didn't have to make his first save until he stopped Nicolas de la Cruz in the 68th minute.
Luis Suarez, Uruguay's career leader with 68 goals, entered in the 66th minute and hit the outside of a post with a shot in the 71st. He grasped his head in his hands in disgust.
"The moments in which we could unbalance the game, we did not succeed," Uruguay coach Marcelo Bielsa said. "We should have generated more goal situations than we did."
Colombia's Mateus Uribe, another second-half sub, put an open shot wide in the 88th, and Uribe's open shot in the fourth minute of stoppage time ricocheted off the body of sliding goalkeeper Sergio Rochet and then the crossbar.
Uruguay moved Rochet up to the attacking half of the field in the final minute, desperate for a goal.

    


The match was played in 90-degree heat on a surface that was converted from artificial turf to grass in the weeks leading up the game.
Players on the NFL's Carolina Panthers have been outspoken about soccer teams having the luxury of playing on grass on their home field. Players say NFL games on artificial turf leave them more susceptible to injuries.
With two games left, attendance of 1.48 million is just 1,663 shy of the total for the 2016 tournament in the United States,
___
AP Copa America coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/copa-america
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            People protest outside the Supreme Court Monday, July 1, 2024, in Washington. The Supreme Court displayed its own power as it ended a hugely significant term with a 6-3 decision that in turn broadened presidential power by saying former presidents had widespread immunity from criminal prosecution for acts undertaken while they were in office. (AP Photo/Mariam Zuhaib)
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            The Supreme Court opinion in former President Donald Trump's immunity case is photographed Monday, July 1, 2024. In a historic ruling the justices said for the first time former presidents can be shielded from prosecution for at least some of what they do in the Oval Office. (AP Photo/Jon Elswick)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The delegates at the 1787 Constitutional Convention were trying to create a new governing framework for the fledging United States of America. They knew they needed SOMEONE to be at the helm of the federal government.
Someone had to be in position to see that the laws legislated by Congress "be faithfully executed," to make treaties, to be the military's commander-in-chief, to preside over the nation. You know, a president.
But they didn't want to risk creating a new autocrat. After all, they had just fought a war to get away from one. Many of the fundamental responsibilities -- making laws, collecting taxes, declaring war -- were put under the purview of Congress, itself split into two chambers as a way to manage authority among the states. The federal judiciary, the Supreme Court, was also made independent. The powers would be balanced.

    


Where something starts, though, isn't always where it stays, as America's history since the convention that created the U.S. Constitution shows. Through the centuries, as the country expanded from 13 states to 50, as the roles and responsibilities of government expanded through wars and social change and changing global realities, the powers that the branches of government pushed to have for themselves and in relation to each other have made checks and balances a moving target.




A new development in the realm of presidential power
That was on display yet again this month, when the Supreme Court displayed its own power as it ended a hugely significant term with a 6-3 decision that in turn broadened presidential power by saying former presidents had widespread immunity from criminal prosecution for acts undertaken while they were in office.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

For the framers of the Constitution, "generally the idea was, we need each of the branches to be strong enough to protect themselves against being overwhelmed by the others," says Andrew Rudalevige, professor of government at Bowdoin College. 

    


That meant including things like presidential veto power over legislation, and also the 2/3 majority vote from the houses of Congress that could override that veto.
But in comparison to Congress in the country's early years, "the presidency was a very weak institution," says Benjamin Ginsberg, professor of political science at Johns Hopkins University, who pointed out that Congress initially didn't even give the president money to pay for household staff.
Framers "knew you needed an executive. They knew that, for example, if the country was attacked, you couldn't wait for Congress to convene and decide what to do, you needed someone who could act," he says. "On the other hand, they were very concerned about creating a king."
Of course, those holding the office weren't willing to be mere caretakers. Article II of the Constitution said executive power would be vested in the president but didn't specify what those powers specifically were, and so presidents began to define them. Rudalevige cites Andrew Jackson, who expanded how and when veto power was used during his presidency. 
It was the 20th century, though, that really saw the increase in the power of the presidency, particularly through the New Deal era under Franklin D. Roosevelt and World War II. The government expanded through social programs, financial reforms and regulations to get out from under the Great Depression, all of which needed administering.

    


That didn't happen by itself, of course; Congress passed legislation that allowed it to be so, statutes that various federal agencies were charged with coming up with rules for if the laws didn't include specific instructions. In effect, that was ceding power to the executive branch.
"Where Congress has failed is keeping up with the presidency on these things," says William Antholis, president and CEO of the Miller Center at the University of Virginia, which studies the country's executive office.
Congress "could be much more explicit in its rulemaking and not hand over the rulemaking to the executive branch," he says.
The high court's role is significant
The Supreme Court played a role as well. It staked out some of its own ground in the Marbury vs. Madison decision of 1803, which established judicial review -- the principle that the court had the power to overturn laws it deemed unconstitutional. 

    


At times, the court has allowed for the federal government and its regulatory agencies to be the ones making the rules, as in 1984 in a ruling known as the Chevron doctrine. In others, it has clamped down on regulatory power, as it did late last month in overturning Chevron. In recent years, it overturned legal precedents in abortion access and affirmative action in higher education.
In actuality, compared to other countries, the power of the American presidency as framed in the U.S. Constitution is in some ways much more limited, says Zachary Elkins, associate professor of government at the University of Texas at Austin and co-director of the Comparative Constitutions Project. The president, for example, can't make laws or disband Congress.

    


That doesn't mean presidents haven't tried to get their agendas pushed through, whether it's by executive orders and signing statements when it comes to policies and programs, or pushing their choices for who they want to see on the federal bench and the Supreme Court, or stepping into the space created by seismic events like the Civil War or the Sept. 11 attacks to take action.
"Presidents push," Rudalevige says. "Sometimes Congress just doesn't push back. Then the boundary moves."
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            President Joe Biden arrives for a visit to AFL-CIO headquarters, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Washington, as AFL-CIO president Liz Shuler, left, cheers. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            President Joe Biden speaks at AFL-CIO headquarters, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            FILE - President Joe Biden speaks as AFL-CIO President Liz Shuler, right, listens, Dec. 8, 2022, in Washington. Facing pressure from within his own party to abandon his reelection campaign, Biden is relying on labor unions to help make the case that his record in office matters more than his age. Biden is set to meet Wednesday, July 10, 2024, with the executive council of the AFL-CIO, America's largest federation of trade unions. "President Biden and Vice President Harris have always had workers' backs -- and we will have theirs," Shuler said. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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            FILE - President Joe Biden addresses the AFL-CIO convention, June 14, 2022, in Philadelphia. Facing pressure from within his own party to abandon his reelection campaign, Biden is relying on labor unions to help make the case that his record in office matters more than his age. Biden is set to meet July 10, 2024, with the executive council of the AFL-CIO, America's largest federation of trade unions. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            FILE - President Joe Biden speaks as AFL-CIO President Liz Shuler, right, listens, Dec. 8, 2022, in Washington. Facing pressure from within his own party to abandon his reelection campaign, Biden is relying on labor unions to help make the case that his record in office matters more than his age. Biden is set to meet Wednesday, July 10, 2024, with the executive council of the AFL-CIO, America's largest federation of trade unions. "President Biden and Vice President Harris have always had workers' backs -- and we will have theirs," Shuler said. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh, File)
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            FILE - President Joe Biden addresses the AFL-CIO convention, June 14, 2022, in Philadelphia. Facing pressure from within his own party to abandon his reelection campaign, Biden is relying on labor unions to help make the case that his record in office matters more than his age. Biden is set to meet July 10, 2024, with the executive council of the AFL-CIO, America's largest federation of trade unions. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden met Wednesday with the executive council of the AFL-CIO, America's largest federation of trade unions, to shore up support from a critical constituency as he beats back continued calls to step aside in the 2024 campaign. 
"I think of you as my domestic NATO -- not a joke," the 81-year-old Democrat told the crowd gathered at headquarters.
Hours later in the Oval Office, when a reporter asked him about an opinion piece written by George Clooney in which the actor implored Biden to leave the 2024 race, the president responded with "AFL-CIO!" paused, pumped his fists and added, "Go, go, go." 
The AFL-CIO said the president has been booked to attend the meeting for more than a year, but his participation now involves much higher scrutiny after his weak debate performance against Donald Trump raised fears about his ability to compete in November's election. His sit-down with union officials also overlaps with the NATO summit in Washington, where Biden is navigating geopolitics with other world leaders.

    


Biden spoke with a handheld mic and no teleprompter in sight. He thanked the union leaders for their support, and outlined his plans for the future seeking to cast aside doubt over his reelection campaign. Biden is close to many union leaders who were in room, and considers AFL-CIO president Liz Shuler to be a personal friend.




"I said I'm going to be the most pro-union president in American history," Biden told the cheering crowd. "Well, guess what? I am."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	We want to hear from you: If you didn't vote in the 2020 election, would anything change your mind about voting?
	Read the latest: Follow AP's live coverage of this year's election.




    


In announcing Biden, Shuler told the room he has supported jobs, manufacturing and created good union jobs in clean energy. She flat-out told the president that he had the union's support. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"You've always had our back -- we have your back," Shuler said to the president.
The council is composed of more than 50 officials from the unions that compose the AFL-CIO, with the group representing 12.5 million union members.

    


A person familiar with the meeting said it reflected some of the wrangling among Democrats about Biden. One union leader pushed Biden to do more to show he's a fighter, while the head of the North America's Building Trades Unions said the Democrats calling for Biden to step down didn't know how to fight tough. The person insisted on anonymity to discuss the closed-door gathering.
United Auto Workers President Shawn Fain, who Biden had actively courted during last year's strikes, was not recognized to speak while Biden was in the room. But he later pushed Biden's team to explain their plans for beating Trump.
So far, the unions are sticking with the Biden administration, despite widespread fears that his age handicaps his candidacy after his shaky performance in the June 27 debate. The AFL-CIO said Thursday that Biden's "fighting spirit" was on full display in the back and forth with union leaders.
Still, some statements of support are also worded diplomatically to suggest a degree of flexibility in case Biden chooses to drop out -- saying they back the Biden-Harris administration and not just Biden personally.

    


The AFL-CIO said it unanimously voted on Thursday to "reaffirm" its backing of "President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris, the leadership of the most pro-union administration in our lifetimes."
After Biden was interviewed by ABC News last week in the aftermath of his poor debate, Randi Weingarten, president of the American Federation of Teachers, posted on X: "Biden is an incredible President and tonight we saw that he's on top of the details. He has my support and we're ready to keep working for Biden-Harris to win in November."
Some union leaders have been more targeted in their support for Biden and his continued candidacy.
United Steelworkers International President David McCall said before Wednesday's meeting that his union "proudly supports" Biden, saying that his "record of delivering for working people stands for itself."
Kenneth Cooper, president of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, was also firmly behind Biden, saying that his union members "couldn't ask for a stronger advocate."

    


Wednesday's meeting was a test of whether Biden's emphasis on policy and loyalty to Democratic constituencies such as unions can overcome doubts about his candidacy.
Over the course of his term, Biden has tied his administration to the idea that labor unions built the middle class. He visited a picket line during the auto strikes, backed the steelworkers union in objecting to Nippon Steel taking over U.S. Steel, saved pensions for union workers as part of his pandemic aid and sided with unions on a new rule to make more workers eligible for overtime pay.
Biden is so mindful of union workers that he recently canceled a speech planned for the conference of the National Education Association in Philadelphia after the union's staff announced a strike and formed a picket line.

    


One person familiar with the labor movement's thinking said there is an acknowledgment that Biden lost some ground among voters after the debate, but the unions have found that one-on-one conversations about Biden's agenda are mattering more to members and their families than his age and health. Their pitch is that Biden's agenda has directly helped union workers while Trump's plans could leave them worse off.
The AFL-CIO has raised 42 specific objections to Trump's time as president from 2017 to 2021. It noted that the Republican, who recently proposed making tips paid to workers tax-free, had also as president implemented a proposal to let bosses pocket their employees' tips, among other concerns about his tax cuts and efforts to restrict unionization.
Trump has also made a play for union members, having met in January with officials in the Teamsters Union and saying afterward that although Republicans generally don't get backing from organized labor, "in my case it's different because I've employed thousands of Teamsters and I thought we should come over and pay our respects."
The former president has portrayed himself as supporting blue-collar workers, with the Teamsters president Sean O'Brien later saying that there's "no doubt" that Trump enjoys some support from union members. O'Brien is scheduled to speak at the Republican National Convention next week in Milwaukee at Trump's invitation.
In 2020, AP VoteCast found that 16% of voters came from union households and 56% of them supported Biden. Biden and Trump essentially split non-union households in Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, meaning that the Democrat's edge with union households was likely a critical factor in his victory.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/biden-union-afl-cio-debate-labor-8064d7b02c3a99d96b12546cfee0c967
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Las Vegas hits record of fifth consecutive day of 115 degrees or greater as heat wave scorches US

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Las Vegas is breaking multiple heat records during heat wave
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            Different thermometers tell different stories about the heat in Death Valley

        
        
            A giant thermometer near the visitor center at Death Valley National Park is not precise. It registers the temperature anywhere from 1 to 5 degrees Fahrenheit higher than more modern instruments kept by the National Weather Service nearby, providing a more impressive reading for pictures.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Different thermometers tell different stories about the heat in Death Valley
A giant thermometer near the visitor center at Death Valley National Park is not precise. It registers the temperature anywhere from 1 to 5 degrees Fahrenheit higher than more modern instruments kept by the National Weather Service nearby, providing a more impressive reading for pictures.
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            Members of the Henderson Fire Department prepare to take Deb Billet, 66, to the hospital for heat-related symptoms, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. Billet has been living on the street. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Deb Billet, 66, lies on the ground while Henderson Public Response officers call an ambulance to take her to the hospital for heat-related symptoms Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. Billet has been living on the street. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Mark Paulson, a Public Response and Code Enforcement officer, hands out cold water, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, during a heat emergency in Henderson, Nev. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            FILE - People cool off in misters along the Las Vegas Strip, Sunday, July 7, 2024, in Las Vegas. Used to shrugging off the heat, Las Vegas residents are now eyeing the thermometer as the desert city is on track Wednesday to set a record for the most consecutive days over 115 degrees (46.1 C) amid a lingering hot spell that's expected to continue scorching much of the U.S. into the weekend. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            Tourists take photographs with the thermometer at the Furnace Creek Visitor Center during a dangerous heat wave, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Death Valley, Calif. The thermostat is imprecise, registering the temperature anywhere from 1 to 5 degrees Fahrenheit higher than more precise instruments and providing a more impressive reading for pictures. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)
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            Daydia Pacheco, 16, cools down Remy with a morning shower at Talisman Farm in Las Vegas, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. Las Vegas baked Wednesday in its record fifth consecutive day of temperatures sizzling at 115 degrees Fahrenheit (46.1 Celsius) or greater amid a lengthening hot spell that is expected to broil much of the U.S. into the weekend. (Rachel Aston/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            FILE - People shield their eyes from the sun along the Las Vegas Strip, Sunday, July 7, 2024, in Las Vegas. Used to shrugging off the heat, Las Vegas residents are now eyeing the thermometer as the desert city is on track Wednesday to set a record for the most consecutive days over 115 degrees (46.1 C) amid a lingering hot spell that's expected to continue scorching much of the U.S. into the weekend. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            Louis Lacey, director of homeless response teams at Help of Southern Nevada, speaks to a homeless woman to offer water in Las Vegas, on Tuesday, July 9, 2024. Help of Southern Nevada travels the streets with flyers about heat, water and vehicles to transport people to cooling centers. (Bizuayehu Tesfaye/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            FILE - People walk in the sun along the Las Vegas Strip, Sunday, July 7, 2024, in Las Vegas. Used to shrugging off the heat, Las Vegas residents are now eyeing the thermometer as the desert city is on track Wednesday to set a record for the most consecutive days over 115 degrees (46.1 C) amid a lingering hot spell that's expected to continue scorching much of the U.S. into the weekend. (AP Photo/John Locher, File)
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            Help of Southern Nevada outreach workers talk to Darryl Walker, right, a homeless person in Las Vegas, on Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Las Vegas. Help of Southern Nevada travels the streets with flyers about heat, water and vehicles to transport people to cooling centers. (Bizuayehu Tesfaye/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            Mark Paulson, a Public Response and Code Enforcement officer, gives cans of cold water to Russell Eibeck, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. About 14 officers from the Office of Public Response drove around the city Wednesday, offering water, electrolytes, free bus tickets, and rides to cooling centers during a heat emergency. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Mark Paulson, a Public Response and Code Enforcement officer, holds cans of cold water while checking on a homeless encampment, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. About 14 officers from the Office of Public Response drove around the city Wednesday offering water, electrolytes, free bus tickets and rides to cooling centers during a heat emergency. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            This satellite image provided by MaxarTechnologies shows an active fire line of the Lake Fire, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Santa Barbara County, Calif. (Satellite image (c)2024 Maxar Technologies via AP)
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            Matt Fiedler takes a photo of daughter Sally Fiedler, left, and wife Cecilia Fiedler by the thermometer at the Furnace Creek Visitor Center, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Death Valley, Calif. European tourists and adventurers from around the U.S. are still being drawn to Death Valley National Park, even though the desolate region known as one of the Earth's hottest places is being punished by a dangerous heat wave. (AP Photo/Ty ONeil)
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            Deb Billet, 66, rests on the ground while drinking cold water given to her by Henderson Public Response officers before they called an ambulance to take her to hospital for heat-related symptoms Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. Billet has been living on the street. About 14 officers from the Office of Public Response in Henderson drove around the city Wednesday, offering water, electrolytes, free bus tickets, and rides to cooling centers during a heat emergency. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            David Clarke who is suffering homelessness and living in his car with his 6 dogs, takes to the shade at the Sepulveda Basin dog park in Los Angeles on Tuesday, July 9, 2024. Dozens of locations in the West and Pacific Northwest tied or broke previous heat records over the weekend and are expected to keep doing so into the week. (AP Photo/Richard Vogel)
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            Members of the Henderson Fire Department load Deb Billet, 66, into an ambulance before transporting her to the hospital for heat-related symptoms, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Henderson, Nev. Billet has been living on the streets. (AP Photo/John Locher)
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            Claire McCaffery, left, helps Daydia Pacheco, 16, right, cool down Remy with a morning shower at Talisman Farm in Las Vegas, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. Las Vegas baked Wednesday in its record fifth consecutive day of temperatures sizzling at 115 degrees Fahrenheit (46.1 Celsius) or greater amid a lengthening hot spell that is expected to broil much of the U.S. into the weekend. (Rachel Aston/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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            Olivia Trunkett, 12, cools down her horse Ty with a morning shower at Talisman Farm in Las Vegas, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. Las Vegas baked Wednesday in its record fifth consecutive day of temperatures sizzling at 115 degrees Fahrenheit (46.1 Celsius) or greater amid a lengthening hot spell that is expected to broil much of the U.S. into the weekend. (Rachel Aston/Las Vegas Review-Journal via AP)
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- Las Vegas baked Wednesday in its record fifth consecutive day of temperatures sizzling at 115 degrees Fahrenheit (46.1 Celsius) or greater amid a lengthening hot spell that is expected to broil much of the U.S. into the weekend.

The temperature climbed to 115 shortly after 1 p.m. at Harry Reid International Airport, breaking the old mark of four consecutive days set in July 2005. And the record could be extended, or even doubled, by the weekend.

Even by desert standards, the prolonged baking that Nevada's largest city is experiencing is nearly unprecedented, with forecasters calling it "the most extreme heat wave" since the National Weather Service began keeping records in Las Vegas in 1937.

Already the city has broken 16 heat records since June 1, well before the official start of summer, "and we're not even halfway through July yet," meteorologist Morgan Stessman said Wednesday. That includes an all-time high of 120 F (48.8 C) set on Sunday, which beat the previous 117 F (47.2 C) record.

    



Alyse Sobosan said this July has felt the hottest in the 15 years she has lived in Las Vegas. She said she doesn't step outside during the day if she can help it.

"It's oppressively hot," she said. "It's like you can't really live your life."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


It's also dangerously hot, health officials have emphasized. There have been at least nine heat-related deaths this year in Clark County, which encompasses Las Vegas, according to the county coroner's office. Officials say the toll is likely higher.

"Even people of average age who are seemingly healthy can suffer heat illness when it's so hot it's hard for your body to cool down," said Alexis Brignola, an epidemiologist at the Southern Nevada Health District.

For homeless residents and others without access to safe environments, officials have set up emergency cooling centers at community centers across southern Nevada.

The Las Vegas area has been under an excessive heat warning on three separate occasions this summer, totaling about 12 days of dangerous heat with little relief even after the sun goes down, Stessman said.

Keith Bailey and Lee Doss met early Wednesday morning at a Las Vegas park to beat the heat and exercise their dogs, Breakie, Ollie and Stanley.







    



"If I don't get out by 8:30 in the morning, then it's not going to happen that day," Bailey said, wearing a sunhat while the dogs played in the grass.

More than 142 million people around the U.S. were under heat alerts Wednesday, especially in Western states, where dozens of locations tied or broke heat records over the weekend and are expected to keep doing so all week.

Oregon has seen record daily high temperatures, with Portland reaching 103 F (39.4 C) and Salem and Eugene hitting 105 F (40.5 C) on Tuesday. The number of potentially heat-related deaths in Oregon has risen to 10, according to the state medical examiner's office. The latest two deaths involved a 54-year-old man in Jackson County and a 27-year-old man in Klamath County.

On the other side of the nation, the National Weather Service warned of major-to-extreme heat risk over portions of the East Coast.

An excessive heat warning remained in place Wednesday for the Philadelphia area, northern Delaware and nearly all of New Jersey. Temperatures were around 90 F (32.2 C) for most of the region, and forecasters warned the heat index could soar as high as 108 F (42.2 C). The warning was due to expire at 8 p.m. Wednesday, though forecasters said there may be a need to extend it.

    





    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Las Vegas eyes record of 5th consecutive day over 115 degrees as heat wave continues to scorch US
    

    
    
    A heat wave continues to scorch the U.S. AP correspondent Jennifer King reports.

    


The heat was blamed for a motorcyclist's death over the weekend in Death Valley National Park. At Death Valley on Tuesday, tourists queued for photos in front of a giant thermometer that was reading 120 F (48.9 C).

Simon Pell and Lisa Gregory from London left their air-conditioned RV to experience a midday blast of heat that would be unthinkable back home.

"I wanted to experience what it would feel like," Pell said. "It's an incredible experience."

    



At the Grand Canyon, the National Park Service was investigating the third hiker death in recent weeks. Temperatures on parts of some trails can reach 120 F (49 C) in the shade. 

An excessive heat warning continued Wednesday in many parts of southern and central Arizona. Forecasters said the high in Phoenix was expected to reach 114 F (45.5 C) after it hit 116 F (46.6 C) Tuesday, tying the previous record for the date set in 1958.

Authorities were investigating the death of a 2-year-old who was left alone in a hot vehicle Tuesday afternoon in Marana, near Tucson, police said. At Lake Havasu, a 4-month-old died from heat-related complications Friday, the Mohave County Sheriff's Department said.

    



The U.S. heat wave came as the global temperature in June was a record warm for the 13th straight month and marked the 12th straight month that the world was 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit) warmer than pre-industrial times, the European climate service Copernicus said. Most of this heat, trapped by human-caused climate change, is from long-term warming from greenhouse gases emitted by the burning of coal, oil and natural gas, scientists say.

Firefighters in Henderson, Nevada, last week became the first in the region to deploy what city spokesperson Madeleine Skains called " polar pods, " devices filled with water and ice to cool a person exhibiting symptoms of heat stroke or a related medical emergency.

Extreme heat in the West has also dried out vegetation that fuels wildfires.

A blaze burning in northern Oregon, about 111 miles (178 kilometers) east of Portland, blew up to 11 square miles (28 square kilometers) by Wednesday afternoon due to hot temperatures, gusty wind and low humidity, according to the Oregon State Fire Marshal. The Larch Creek Fire closed Highway 197 and forced evacuations for remote homes. 

In California, firefighters were battling least 19 wildfires Wednesday, including a 45-square-mile (117-square-kilometer) blaze that prompted evacuation orders for about 200 homes in the mountains of Santa Barbara County.

___

Associated Press journalists Rio Yamat in Las Vegas; Anita Snow in Phoenix; Scott Sonner and Gabe Stern in Reno, Nevada; Christopher Weber and John Antczak in Los Angeles; Martha Bellisle in Seattle and Bruce Shipkowski in Toms River, New Jersey; contributed to this report.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/us-heat-wave-dangerous-temperatures-ed2009f3f4ad15b4ca96dc1aa0f5e1e8
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            FILE - Philadelphia 76ers' Tobias Harris, center, goes up for a shot between Cleveland Cavaliers' Dean Wade, left, and Georges Niang during the first half of an NBA basketball in-season tournament game, Tuesday, Nov. 21, 2023, in Philadelphia. The NBA has agreed to terms on its new media deal, an 11-year agreement worth $76 billion that assures player salaries will continue rising for the foreseeable future and one that will surely change how some viewers access the game for years to come. (AP Photo/Matt Slocum, File)
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            FILE - NBA Commissioner Adam Silver talks to reporters before Game 1 of basketball's NBA Finals between the Boston Celtics and the Dallas Mavericks, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Boston. The NBA has agreed to terms on its new media deal, an 11-year agreement worth $76 billion that assures player salaries will continue rising for the foreseeable future and one that will surely change how some viewers access the game for years to come. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)
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            FILE - An NBA logo is seen at center court prior to an NBA basketball game between the Los Angeles Clippers and the Los Angeles Lakers, Thursday, July 30, 2020, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. The NBA has agreed to terms on its new media deal, an 11-year agreement worth $76 billion that assures player salaries will continue rising for the foreseeable future and one that will surely change how some viewers access the game for years to come. (Mike Ehrmann/Getty Images via AP, Pool, File)
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            FILE - NBA basketballs and the NBA Finals logo are seen on the court prior to Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series between the San Antonio Spurs and Miami Heat, Thursday, June 5, 2014, in San Antonio. The NBA has agreed to terms on its new media deal, an 11-year agreement worth $76 billion that assures player salaries will continue rising for the foreseeable future and one that will surely change how some viewers access the game for years to come. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)
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            FILE - The NBA logo at center court is shown during the second half of an NBA first-round playoff basketball game between the Houston Rockets and Oklahoma City Thunder in Lake Buena Vista, Fla., Wednesday, Sept. 2, 2020. The NBA has agreed to terms on its new media deal, an 11-year agreement worth $76 billion that assures player salaries will continue rising for the foreseeable future and one that will surely change how some viewers access the game for years to come. (AP Photo/Mark J. Terrill, File)
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            FILE - An NBA logo is seen at center court prior to an NBA basketball game between the Los Angeles Clippers and the Los Angeles Lakers, Thursday, July 30, 2020, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. The NBA has agreed to terms on its new media deal, an 11-year agreement worth $76 billion that assures player salaries will continue rising for the foreseeable future and one that will surely change how some viewers access the game for years to come. (Mike Ehrmann/Getty Images via AP, Pool, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 5

                                    
                                    FILE - An NBA logo is seen at center court prior to an NBA basketball game between the Los Angeles Clippers and the Los Angeles Lakers, Thursday, July 30, 2020, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. The NBA has agreed to terms on its new media deal, an 11-year agreement worth $76 billion that assures player salaries will continue rising for the foreseeable future and one that will surely change how some viewers access the game for years to come. (Mike Ehrmann/Getty Images via AP, Pool, File)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            4 of 5 | 
            FILE - NBA basketballs and the NBA Finals logo are seen on the court prior to Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series between the San Antonio Spurs and Miami Heat, Thursday, June 5, 2014, in San Antonio. The NBA has agreed to terms on its new media deal, an 11-year agreement worth $76 billion that assures player salaries will continue rising for the foreseeable future and one that will surely change how some viewers access the game for years to come. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)
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                                        The NBA has agreed to terms on its new media deals, a record 11-year agreement worth $76 billion that would assure player salaries will continue rising for the foreseeable future and one that will surely change how some viewers access the game for years to come.
A person familiar with the negotiations told The Associated Press that the networks have the terms sheets, with the next step being for the league's board of governors to approve the contracts.
The person spoke to the AP on condition of anonymity Wednesday because they weren't at liberty to discuss such impending matters.
There is a board of governors meeting in Las Vegas next week, coinciding with NBA Summer League, and it would seem logical that the deals -- if they get through various committees and obtain other approvals -- may be finalized around that time.
The NBA did not comment Wednesday.

    


The deal, which set NBA records for both its length and total value, goes into effect for the 2025-26 season. Games will continue being aired on ESPN and ABC, and now some will be going to NBC and Amazon Prime. TNT Sports, which has been part of the league's broadcasting family since the 1980s, could be on its way out, but has five days to match one of the deals.




The five-day clock would begin once the league sends the finished contracts to TNT.
The Athletic was the first to report on the contracts.
ESPN and ABC will continue to have the league's top package, which includes the NBA Finals and one of the conference finals series. ABC has aired the NBA Finals since 2003. ABC would continue to air games on Saturday nights and Sunday afternoons when the NFL's regular season ends.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

ESPN's main nights would continue to be Wednesday with some Friday and Sunday games.
Exclusivity of the Finals comes with a big price increase. Walt Disney Company, which owns ESPN and ABC, will pay $2.6 billion per year under the new contract compared to $1.4 billion in its current deal.

    


The return of NBC, which carried NBA games from 1990 through 2002, gives the league two broadcast network partners for the first time.
NBC -- whose deal is expected to be $2.5 billion per season -- would showcase games on Sunday night once the NFL season has ended. It will air games on Tuesdays throughout the regular season while a Monday night package of games would be exclusively streamed on Peacock. 
Prime Video would have games on Thursday night after it is done carrying NFL games. Its other nights would be Friday and Saturday.
NBC and Prime Video would alternate who carries the other conference final. Prime Video's rights would average $1.8 billion per year.
TNT Sports is paying $1.4 billion per season. Considering the amounts of the three proposed packages, that would make the Prime Video rights the ones it would be likely to try and match. 
The length of the deals -- he did not confirm the 11-year agreement specifically -- are "good for the stability of the league," Silver said during the NBA Finals last month.
"But it means to a certain extent you're trying to predict the future, which is of course impossible," Silver said in June. "So part of it is a bet on the partners that we will ultimately align with and their ability also to adjust with the times and their willingness to continue to invest in media and also become global, which to my earlier point is very important to the league, as well."

    


In the short term, the deal almost certainly means the league's salary cap will rise 10% annually -- the maximum allowed by the terms of the most recent Collective Bargaining Agreement between the NBA and its players. That means players like Oklahoma City's Shai Gilgeous-Alexander and Dallas' Luka Doncic could be making around $80 million in the 2030-31 season and raises at least some possibility that top players may be earning somewhere near $100 million per season by the mid-2030s.
It also clears the way for the next major item on the NBA's to-do list: Expansion.
Silver was very clear on the order of his top agenda items in recent seasons, those being preserving labor peace (which was achieved with the new CBA), getting a new media deal (now essentially completed) and then and only then would the league turn its attention toward adding new franchises. Las Vegas and Seattle are typically among the cities most prominently mentioned as top expansion candidates, with others such as Montreal, Vancouver and Kansas City expected to have groups with interest as well.

    


As the broadcast rights packages have grown in total value over the last 25 years, so, too, have salaries because of how much that revenue stream ends up fueling the salary cap.
When NBC and Turner agreed to a $2.6 billion, four-year deal that started with the 1998-99 season, the salary cap was $30 million per team and the average salary was around $2.5 million. The average salary this season exceeded $10 million per player -- and it's only going to keep going up from here.

    


When that NBC-Turner deal that started a quarter-century ago expired, the next deal -- covering six seasons -- cost ABC, ESPN and Turner about $4.6 billion. The next was a seven-year deal, costing those networks $7.4 billion.
The current deal, the one that will expire next season, smashed those records -- nine years, nearly $24 billion.
And now, that seems like pocket change.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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Man suspected of killing the family of a BBC radio commentator has been found, British police say

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Hertfordshire Police said Kyle Clifford, 26, was being sought over the suspected triple murder. The BBC said the women killed were the family of its main radio racing commentator John Hunt.
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            Police and emergency services at the scene in Ashlyn Close, after an incident on Tuesday evening, in Bushey, Hertfordshire, England, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. British police were hunting for a man believed to be armed with a crossbow on Wednesday after three women were killed in a house near London. The BBC said the women killed were the family of its main radio racing commentator John Hunt. (James Manning/PA via AP)
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            Chief Superintendent Jon Simpson of Hertfordshire Police speaks to media outside Hatfield Police Station after an incident in Bushey on Tuesday evening, in Hertfordshire, England, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. British police were hunting for a man believed to be armed with a crossbow after three women were killed in a house near London. Hertfordshire Police said Kyle Clifford, 26, was being sought over the suspected triple murder. (Jacob King/PA via AP)
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            A view of the entrance to Lavender cemetery in Enfield, north London where triple murder suspect Kyle Clifford, 26, was found by officers on Wednesday afternoon, July 10, 2024. British police said they found Wednesday the man suspected of killing the wife and two daughters of a well-known BBC radio commentator near London in a brutal crossbow attack. (Jonathan Brady/PA via AP)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    4 of 8

                                    
                                    A view of the entrance to Lavender cemetery in Enfield, north London where triple murder suspect Kyle Clifford, 26, was found by officers on Wednesday afternoon, July 10, 2024. British police said they found Wednesday the man suspected of killing the wife and two daughters of a well-known BBC radio commentator near London in a brutal crossbow attack. (Jonathan Brady/PA via AP)
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            This is an undated photo issued by Hertfordshire Police on Wednesday, July 10, 2024 of Kyle Clifford, who is being sought in connection with the suspected killing of three women, which potentially involved a crossbow and other weapons, in Bushey, England. British police were hunting for Kyle Clifford, believed to be armed with a crossbow on Wednesday after three women were killed in a house near London. (Hertfordshire Police/via AP)
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            Police tape surrounds the scene in Ashlyn Close, after an incident on Tuesday evening, in Bushey, Hertfordshire, England, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. British police were hunting for a man believed to be armed with a crossbow on Wednesday after three women were killed in a house near London. The BBC said the women killed were the family of its main radio racing commentator John Hunt. (Jonathan Brady/PA via AP)
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            A forensic officer at the scene in Ashlyn Close, Bushey, after an incident on Tuesday evening, in Hertfordshire, England, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. British police were hunting for a man believed to be armed with a crossbow after three women were killed in a house near London. Hertfordshire Police said Kyle Clifford, 26, was being sought over the suspected triple murder. (Jacob King/PA via AP)
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            Police and emergency services at the scene in Ashlyn Close, after an incident on Tuesday evening, in Bushey, Hertfordshire, England, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. British police were hunting for a man believed to be armed with a crossbow on Wednesday after three women were killed in a house near London. The BBC said the women killed were the family of its main radio racing commentator John Hunt. (James Manning/PA via AP)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- British police said they found Wednesday the man suspected of killing three women, the wife and daughters of a well-known BBC radio commentator, near London in a brutal crossbow attack.
In a statement, Hertfordshire Police said 26-year-old Kyle Clifford was found in the Enfield area of north London, near his home, and that he is receiving medical treatment for his injuries. Police did not say how those injuries happened but stressed that they had not fired any shots.
The BBC confirmed that the women killed were members of the family of its commentator John Hunt -- his 61-year-old wife Carol Hunt and their daughters Hannah, 28, and Louise, 25. 
Footage from Sky News showed the suspect being carried on a stretcher out of Lavender Hill Cemetery in Enfield, which is close to his home and around 52 kilometers (17 miles) to the east from the site of the killings. Armed police officers, forensic personnel and ambulance staff had massed around the cemetery through the day.

    


The public had been urged not to approach Clifford, who the BBC reported had been in the British Army for a brief period of service in 2022.




"Following extensive inquiries, the suspect has been located and nobody else is being sought in connection with the investigation at this time," said Detective Inspector Justine Jenkins from the Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire and Hertfordshire Major Crime Unit.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"This continues to be an incredibly difficult time for the victims' family and we would ask that their privacy is respected as they come to terms with what has happened," she added.
Jenkins said the investigation is moving "at pace" and that formal identification of the victims is yet to take place. She also said that the "premature" naming of the victims "caused great upset."
Police had been scouring a park in north London, near the home of Clifford, after being alerted Tuesday about the killings in a house in Bushey, a residential area in northwestern London. Police and ambulance crews tried to save them, but they were pronounced dead at the scene.

    


John Hunt is the main racing commentator for BBC 5 Live, the corporation's main news and sports radio channel. His voice is known to millions through his coverage of the world famous Grand National and The Derby.
A colleague of Hunt's and BBC 5 Live's lead presenter Mark Chapman struggled to hold back the tears as he expressed everyone's shock and pain.
"We have a football match to bring you tonight ... and we will start our buildup to it shortly but this has been a heartbreaking day," he said as he opened Wednesday's coverage on 5 Live of England's semifinal match against The Netherlands in soccer's European Championship. 
"John Hunt is our colleague and our friend, not just to the current 5 Live sport team but to all of those who've worked here with him over the past 20 years, and also to all of you who have enjoyed his superb commentaries," Chapman said. "So on behalf of everyone connected to 5 Live Sport, our love and thoughts and support are with John and his family."

    


The Daily Mail newspaper and others reported that Hunt found the bodies early Tuesday evening, after returning home from reporting at Lingfield Park racecourse south of London.
Police did not say how or whether Clifford was connected to the women, but British media had reported that he was an ex-boyfriend of one of the daughters. 
Chief Superintendent Jon Simpson suggested the attack was not random and that the suspect knew the family. 
Local council member Laurence Brass, who lives nearby, described the area as "a typical leafy British suburb" as he recounted his experience from the previous night. 
"At about eight o'clock last night, I was watching the football on television, and suddenly a helicopter landed in the lawn outside my flat, which is at the top of this road, and then my phone started going, and I was told that there was a major incident here in Bushey and we should all keep away because there was somebody apparently on the run," he told the BBC.
Britain's new home secretary, Yvette Cooper, was kept "fully informed" about the "truly shocking" incident.

    


People in Britain do not need a license to own a crossbow, but it is illegal to carry one in public without a reasonable excuse.
A spokesperson for the Home Office said Cooper will "swiftly consider" the findings from a recently launched review into whether further controls on crossbows should be introduced.
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Congress OKs bill overhauling oversight of troubled federal Bureau of Prisons
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                    FILE - The Federal Correctional Institution is shown in Dublin, Calif., Monday, March 11, 2024. Two advocacy groups on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, asked a judge to unseal court records and preserve public access to hearings in the class action lawsuit against the federal Bureau of Prisons over sexual abuse of incarcerated women at a now-shuttered California prison. (AP Photo/Jeff Chiu, File)
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                                        The Senate passed legislation Wednesday to overhaul oversight and bring greater transparency to the crisis-plagued federal Bureau of Prisons following reporting from The Associated Press that exposed systemic corruption in the federal prison system and increased congressional scrutiny.
The Federal Prison Oversight Act, which the House passed in May, now goes to President Joe Biden to be signed into law. It establishes an independent ombudsman for the agency to field and investigate complaints in the wake of rampant sexual abuse and other criminal misconduct by staff, chronic understaffing, escapes and high-profile deaths.
It also requires that the Justice Department's Inspector General conduct risk-based inspections of all 122 federal prison facilities, provide recommendations to address deficiencies and assign each facility a risk score. Higher-risk facilities would then receive more frequent inspections.

    


Sen. Jon Ossoff, D-Ga., introduced the bill in 2022 while leading an investigation of the Bureau of Prisons as chair of the Senate Homeland Security Committee's subcommittee on investigations. It passed unanimously Wednesday without a formal roll call vote, meaning no senator objected.




Ossoff and the bill's two other sponsors, Judiciary Committee Chair Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., and Sens. Mike Braun, R-Ind., launched the Senate Bipartisan Prison Policy Working Group in February 2022 amid turmoil at the Bureau of Prisons, much of it uncovered by AP reporting. Reps. Kelly Armstrong, R-N.D., and Lucy McBath, D-Ga., backed the House version of the bill.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In a statement, Ossoff called Wednesday's passage "a major milestone" and that his investigation had "revealed an urgent need to overhaul Federal prison oversight."
Advocates for incarcerated people also praised the bill's passage.
"After all the headlines, scandals, and controversy that have plagued the Bureau of Prisons for decades, we're very happy to see this Congress take action to bring transparency and accountability to an agency that has gone so long without it," said Daniel Landsman, the vice president of policy for the advocacy group FAMM.

    


Jonathan Zumkehr, the union president at a federal prison in Thomson, Illinois, said the legislation will also help protect prison workers. At his facility, female staff members were subject to more than 1,600 instances of sexual harassment and abuse by inmates from 2019 to 2023, and had little recourse to stop it, he said.
"Inmates were exposing themselves on a daily basis and management was saying, 'oh no, it never happened here, it only happened a couple of times,'" said Zumkehr. The newly passed bill, he said, "would force an investigation to say, 'hey, did it happen?' and it would enforce reporting of the number of sexual attacks from an inmate to a staff member, and vice versa."
"That would be huge, because right now the bureau doesn't track sexual attacks on staff," said Zumkehr, who is pursuing separate legislation to make such conduct a federal crime.
A message seeking comment was left with the Bureau of Prisons.

    


Under the legislation, an independent federal prison ombudsman would collect complaints via a secure hotline and online form and then investigate and report to the attorney general and Congress dangerous conditions affecting the health, safety, welfare and rights of inmates and staff.
Along with inspecting prison facilities, the legislation requires the Justice Department's Inspector General to report any findings and recommendations to Congress and the public. The Bureau of Prisons would then need to respond with a corrective action plan within 60 days.
Biden signed a separate Ossoff bill into law in December 2022 requiring the Bureau of Prisons to fix broken surveillance cameras and install new ones.
An ongoing Associated Press investigation has uncovered deep, previously unreported flaws within the Bureau of Prisons, the Justice Department's largest law enforcement agency with more than 30,000 employees, 158,000 inmates and an annual budget of about $8 billion.

    


AP reporting has revealed dozens of escapes, chronic violence, deaths and severe staffing shortages that have hampered responses to emergencies, including inmate assaults and suicides.
In April, the Bureau of Prisons said it was closing its women's prison in Dublin, California, known as the "rape club," giving up on attempts to reform the facility after an AP investigation exposed rampant staff-on-inmate sexual abuse.
Last year, two high-profile prisoners were attacked and another killed himself in federal prisons.
Former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin was stabbed 22 times by a fellow prisoner last November at the Federal Correctional Institution in Tucson, Arizona. The suspect said he targeted Chauvin because of his notoriety for killing George Floyd, federal prosecutors said.
Disgraced former sports doctor Larry Nassar was stabbed in July 2023 at a federal penitentiary in Florida, and "Unabomber" Ted Kaczynski killed himself at a federal medical center in June 2023.
__
Associated Press reporter Farnoush Amiri in Washington contributed to this report.
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Alec Baldwin's involuntary manslaughter trial starts with witnesses recalling chaotic set shooting

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Defense attorney says that Alec Baldwin's shooting of a cinematographer was "an unspeakable tragedy," but that he "committed no crime, he was an actor, acting." But prosecutors say Baldwin violated the rules of firearm safety.
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            Baldwin arrives at court for opening statements

        
        
            A jury is set to hear opening statements Wednesday at the involuntary manslaughter trial of Alec Baldwin in the fatal shooting of a cinematographer, a trial that will delve into the confluence of gun safety, high-wattage celebrity and a low-budget Western movie on a remote ranch set. (July 10)


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Baldwin arrives at court for opening statements
A jury is set to hear opening statements Wednesday at the involuntary manslaughter trial of Alec Baldwin in the fatal shooting of a cinematographer, a trial that will delve into the confluence of gun safety, high-wattage celebrity and a low-budget Western movie on a remote ranch set. (July 10)
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            Alec Baldwin 'violated the cardinal rules of firearm safety,' prosecutor says at trial openings

        
        
            A special prosecutor told jurors Wednesday that Alec Baldwin "violated the cardinal rules of firearm safety" by skipping safety checks and recklessly handling a gun before the fatal shooting of a cinematographer
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            Alec Baldwin's involuntary manslaughter trial begins, AP Explains

        
        
            Defense attorney says that Alec Baldwin's shooting of a cinematographer was "an unspeakable tragedy," but that he "committed no crime, he was an actor, acting." But prosecutors say Baldwin violated the rules of firearm safety.
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Defense attorney says that Alec Baldwin's shooting of a cinematographer was "an unspeakable tragedy," but that he "committed no crime, he was an actor, acting." But prosecutors say Baldwin violated the rules of firearm safety.
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            Actor Alec Baldwin listens during his hearing in Santa Fe County District Court, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Baldwin is facing a single charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, Pool)
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            Actor Alec Baldwin interacts with his wife Hilaria Baldwin during his hearing in Santa Fe County District Court, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Baldwin is facing a single charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, Pool)
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            A video scene showing Actor Alec Baldwin is viewed during his hearing in Santa Fe County District Court, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Baldwin is facing a single charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, Pool)
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            Actor Stephen Baldwin and Hilaria Baldwin, wife of Alec Baldwin, listen during actor Alec Baldwin's hearing in Santa Fe County District Court, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Baldwin is facing a single charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, Pool)
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            Alec Baldwin wipes his eyes during a preliminary hearing in his involuntary manslaughter trial over a fatal shooting on the set of the film, "Rust," in Santa Fe, N.M., Monday, July 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, Pool)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 19

                                    
                                    Actor Alec Baldwin interacts with wife Hilaria Baldwin during a break in his hearing in Santa Fe County District Court, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Baldwin is facing a single charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, Pool)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 19 | 
            Judge Mary Marlowe Sommer speaks during actor Alec Baldwin's hearing in Santa Fe County District Court, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Baldwin is facing a single charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 19

                                    
                                    Judge Mary Marlowe Sommer speaks during actor Alec Baldwin's hearing in Santa Fe County District Court, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Baldwin is facing a single charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, Pool)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 19 | 
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    11 of 19

                                    
                                    Special prosecutors Kari Morrissey, left, and Erlinda Ocampo Johnson speak during actor Alec Baldwin's hearing in Santa Fe County District Court, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Baldwin is facing a single charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, Pool)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            12 of 19 | 
            Actor Alec Baldwin and his wife Hilaria Baldwin leave District Court, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, following the day's proceedings in his involuntary manslaughter trial in Santa Fe, N.M. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)
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            Actor Alec Baldwin stands during a break in his hearing in Santa Fe County District Court, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Baldwin is facing a single charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, Pool)
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            Actor Alec Baldwin speaks with sister Elizabeth Keuchler during a break in his hearing in Santa Fe County District Court, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Baldwin is facing a single charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, Pool)
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            Actor Alec Baldwin listens during his hearing in Santa Fe County District Court, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Baldwin is facing a single charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, Pool)
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            Attorney Luke Nikas, left, and actor Alec Baldwin listen during his hearing in Santa Fe County District Court, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Baldwin is facing a single charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, Pool)
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            Hilaria Baldwin listens during her husband actor Alec Baldwin's hearing in Santa Fe County District Court, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Baldwin is facing a single charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, Pool)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    17 of 19

                                    
                                    Hilaria Baldwin listens during her husband actor Alec Baldwin's hearing in Santa Fe County District Court, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. Baldwin is facing a single charge of involuntary manslaughter in the death of a cinematographer. (AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, Pool)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            18 of 19 | 
            Media members gather outside District Court as they await the arrival of Actor Alec Baldwin, for jury selection in his involuntary manslaughter trial, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Santa Fe, N.M. (AP Photo/Roberto E. Rosales)
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            FILE - This aerial photo shows the movie set of "Rust," at Bonanza Creek Ranch in Santa Fe, N.M., Oct. 23, 2021. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong, File)
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                                        SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) -- A defense attorney told jurors Wednesday that the shooting death of cinematographer Halyna Hutchins was an "unspeakable tragedy" but that " Alec Baldwin committed no crime; he was an actor, acting." 
Baldwin's lawyer Alex Spiro emphasized in his opening statement in a Santa Fe, New Mexico, courtroom that Baldwin, who is on trial for involuntary manslaughter, did exactly what actors always do on the set of the film "Rust," where Hutchins was killed in October 2021. 
"I don't have to tell you any more about this, because you've all seen gunfights in movies," Spiro said.
Special prosecutor Erlinda Ocampo Johnson said in her opening statement that before the shooting, Baldwin skipped safety checks and recklessly handled a revolver.
"The evidence will show that someone who played make believe with a real gun and violated the cardinal rules of firearm safety is the defendant, Alexander Baldwin," Ocampo Johnson said.

    


Spiro replied that "these cardinal rules, they're not cardinal rules on a movie set." 
"On a movie set, safety has to occur before a gun is placed in an actor's hand," Spiro told the jury. 




The first witness to take the stand was the first law enforcement officer to arrive at Bonanza Creek Ranch after the shooting. Video shown in the courtroom from the body camera of Nicholas LeFleur, then a Santa Fe county sheriff's deputy, captured the frantic efforts to save Hutchins, who looked unconscious as several people attended to her and gave her an oxygen mask. In the courtroom, Baldwin looked at the screen somberly as it played. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Later in the video, LeFleur can be seen telling Baldwin not to speak to the other potential witnesses, but Baldwin repeatedly does.
When special prosecutor Kari Morrissey asked whether the sheriff's deputy handled the situation ideally he responded, "Probably not. But it's what happened."

    


Spiro tried to establish that neither LeFleur nor the trial's second witness, former sheriff's Lt. Tim Benavidez, treated the scene as a place where a major crime had occurred. Benavidez, who collected the revolver after the shooting, acknowledged that he was careful with it as much for safety reasons as anything else, but did not wear gloves or take meticulous forensic precautions as he might be done for a homicide investigation. 
Ocampo Johnson in her opening walked the jurors through the events leading up to Hutchins death. She said on that day, Baldwin declined multiple opportunities for standard safety checks with armorer Hannah Gutierrez-Reed before the rehearsal in the small church about 20 miles (32 kilometers) from the courthouse where Hutchins, "a vibrant 42-year-old rising star," was killed. She said Baldwin instead "did his own thing." 
"He cocks the hammer, points it straight at Miss Hutchins, and fires that gun, sending that live bullet right into Miss Hutchins body," said Ocampo Johnson.
During the presentation, Baldwin trained his eyes downward on a notepad, away from the jury. He watched Spiro intently during his opening. His wife Hilaria Baldwin, younger brother Stephen Baldwin and older sister Elizabeth Keuchler -- who wiped away tears at times -- were among the family and friends sitting behind him. 

    


The 16 jurors -- 11 women and five men -- come from a region with strong currents of gun ownership and safety informed by backcountry hunting. Four of the jurors will be deemed alternates while the other 12 deliberate once they get the case. 
Hutchins' death and the wounding of director Joel Souza nearly three years ago sent shock waves through the film industry and led to one felony charge against Baldwin, 66, that could result in up to 18 months in prison.
"It killed an amazing person," Spiro said. "It wounded another, and it changed lives forever." 
Baldwin has claimed the gun fired accidentally after he followed instructions to point it toward Hutchins, who was behind the camera. Unaware that it was loaded with a live round, he said he pulled back the hammer -- not the trigger -- and it fired.
"No one saw him intentionally pull the trigger," Spiro said. 

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Opening statements to give road map to involuntary manslaughter case against Alec Baldwin
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Margie Szaroleta reports the trial for actor Alec Baldwin will begin opening statements on Wednesday.

    


    


But he said even if Baldwin had pulled it, it still would not have been manslaughter. 
"On a movie set, you're allowed to pull that trigger," Spiro said, adding, "that doesn't make it a homicide."
The lawyer emphasized that the responsibility for safety lay with the film's armorer, Gutierrez-Reed, who has already been convicted of involuntary manslaughter, and assistant director David Halls, who pleaded no contest to negligent use of a deadly weapon in exchange for his testimony. 
Baldwin had been told "cold gun" before getting the revolver, not knowing there was a live round in it. 
"It had been checked and double checked by those responsible for ensuring the gun was safe," Spiro said. "He did not tamper with it he did not load it himself. He did not leave it unattended." 

    


Spiro has in recent years become one of the most sought-after defense attorneys in the country. His clients have included Elon Musk, New England Patriots owner Robert Kraft, and Megan Thee Stallion. 
Baldwin -- the star of "Beetlejuice," "Glengarry Glen Ross" and "30 Rock" -- has been a household name as an actor and public personality for more than three decades. 
Spiro said in concluding his opening that witnesses will attest that "no actor in history" has "intercepted a live bullet from a prop gun." 
"No one could have imagined or expected an actor to do that," the lawyer said. 
Testimony at trial will delve into the mechanics of the weapon and whether it could have fired without a trigger pull. Prosecutors say it couldn't have. 
"That gun the defendant had asked to be assigned worked perfectly fine as it was designed," Ocampo Johnson said.
Attorney Gloria Allred sat in the front row of the courtroom audience, a reminder of Baldwin's other legal difficulties. Allred is representing "Rust" script supervisor Mamie Mitchell and Hutchins' sister and parents in a civil lawsuit against Baldwin and other producers. 
Allred said that from her observations in court, the jury appeared to be riveted by testimony and evidence including the police lapel camera video.
___
Dalton reported from Los Angeles. 
___ For more coverage of Alec Baldwin's involuntary manslaughter trial, visit: https://apnews.com/hub/alec-baldwin

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/alec-baldwin-trial-openings-shooting-rust-hutchins-9f969f6e020028749f5c3f93c549b0d7
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                    In their most serious rebuke against Beijing, NATO allies on Wednesday called China a "decisive enabler" of Russia's war against Ukraine.
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            President Joe Biden speaks during the opening session of the NATO Summit, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg gestures while speaking during a news conference at the NATO summit in Washington, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt Rourke).
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            Australia's Deputy Prime Minister Richard Maples arrives at an event commemorating the 75th anniversary of NATO at the Andrew W. Mellon Auditorium at the NATO summit in Washington, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            New Zealand Prime Minister Christopher Luxon arrives an event commemorating the 75th anniversary of NATO at the Andrew W. Mellon Auditorium at the NATO summit in Washington, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            South Korea's President Yoon Suk Yeol accompanied by first lady Kim Keon Hee, right, arrive Wednesday, July 10, 2024, at Andrews Air Force Base, Md., to attend the NATO summit in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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            Members of an honor guard watch the aircraft carrying Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida as it arrives Wednesday, July 10, 2024, at Andrews Air Force Base, Md. Kishida is attending the NATO summit in Washington. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- In their most serious rebuke against Beijing, NATO allies on Wednesday called China a "decisive enabler" of Russia's war against Ukraine and expressed concerns over Beijing's nuclear arsenal and its capabilities in space.
The sternly worded final communique, approved by the 32 NATO members at their summit in Washington, makes clear that China is becoming a focus of the military alliance. The European and North American members and their partners in the Indo-Pacific increasingly see shared security concerns coming from Russia and its Asian supporters, especially China. 
Beijing insists that it does not provide military aid to Russia but has maintained strong trade ties with its northern neighbor throughout the conflict. It also accuses NATO of overreaching and inciting confrontation in the Indo-Pacific region.
In the communique, NATO member countries said China has become a war enabler through its "no-limits partnership" with Russia and its large-scale support for Russia's defense industrial base.

    


"This increases the threat Russia poses to its neighbors and to Euro-Atlantic security. We call on the PRC, as a permanent member of the United Nations Security Council with a particular responsibility to uphold the purposes and principles of the U.N. Charter, to cease all material and political support to Russia's war effort," read the communique, which referred to China by the abbreviation of its official name, the People's Republic of China.




"The PRC cannot enable the largest war in Europe in recent history without this negatively impacting its interests and reputation," the document says.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg said China provides equipment, microelectronics and tools that are "enabling Russia to build the missiles, to build the bombs, to build the aircraft, to build the weapons they use to attack Ukraine."

    


He said it was the first time all NATO allies have stated this so clearly in an agreed document.
The Chinese embassy in Washington on Wednesday said China is neither a creator of nor a party to the Ukraine crisis. "China does not provide weapons to the parties to the conflict and strictly controls the export of dual-use articles, which is widely applauded by the international community," said Liu Pengyu, the embassy spokesman. 
He said China's normal trade with Russia is "done aboveboard" and "beyond reproach." 
Danny Russel, a former assistant secretary of state for Asia, called the new wording by NATO "an extraordinary step," particularly because it was coupled with the warning that Beijing continues to pose "systemic challenges" to European interests and security.
"It is a mark of how badly Beijing's attempt to straddle Russia and Western Europe has failed and how hollow its claim of neutrality rings," said Russel, who is vice president for international security and diplomacy at the Asia Society Policy Institute. "China's attempts at divide-and-conquer have instead produced remarkable solidarity between key nations of the Euro-Atlantic and the Asia-Pacific regions."

    


Max Bergmann, director of the Europe, Russia, and Eurasia Program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, said the statement is "highly significant" because it signals to China that Europe, just like the U.S., also condemns support to Russia. 
"The U.S. believes that Europe has influence in Beijing, and that while China will not pay any attention to U.S. condemnation, they will pay attention to European condemnation because just because Europe trades with China, China also trades with Europe," Bergmann said.
In this year's final declaration, NATO member countries reiterated their concerns that China poses "systemic challenges" to Euro-Atlantic security. It was first raised in 2021. 
The alliance said China has been behind sustained, malicious cyber and hybrid activities, including disinformation and expressed concerns over China's space capabilities and activities. It also raised alarms that China is rapidly expanding and diversifying its nuclear arsenal with more warheads and a larger number of sophisticated delivery systems.

    


Liu, the Chinese embassy spokesman, said China handles such issues "in a responsible manner with transparent policies." 
"Hyping up the so-called 'China threat' is completely futile," Liu said, adding Beijing firmly opposes NATO's use of regional hotspot issues to smear China and incite a new Cold War.
In Washington, where leaders of NATO nations are convening this week to mark the coalition's 75th anniversary, President Joe Biden said the alliance must not fall behind Russia, which is ramping up weapon production with the help of China, North Korea and Iran. 
Australia, New Zealand, Japan and South Korea have sent their leaders or deputies to the NATO summit in Washington this week. They are partners, not members, of the alliance. 

    


In the final declaration, NATO members affirmed the importance of the Indo-Pacific partners to the alliance and said they were "strengthening dialogue to tackle cross-regional challenges."
NATO and the Indo-Pacific partners plan to launch four projects to support Ukraine, bolster cooperation on cyber defense, counter disinformation and work on artificial intelligence. The NATO members said these projects would "enhance our ability to work together on shared security interests."
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Calls for justice grow in death of Black man outside Milwaukee hotel as GOP convention approaches

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    The death of a Black man who was seen on video pinned last month to the ground by hotel security guards in Milwaukee is being reviewed as a homicide.
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            This undated photo provided by Samantha Mitchell shows D'Vontaye Mitchell, left, with his sister Nayish Mitchell and cousin Samantha Mitchell. D'Vontaye Mitchell died on Sunday, June 30, 2024, after being pinned to the ground by hotel security guards in Milwaukee, prompting investigations by police and the Milwaukee County district attorney's office. (Samantha Mitchell via AP)
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                                        Calls for justice in the death of a Black man who was pinned to the ground during a struggle with security guards at a Milwaukee hotel are growing as thousands of GOP supporters and protesters are expected to gather in the city for the Republican National Convention.
D'Vontaye Mitchell's death on June 30 has become the most recent flashpoint in how the nation confronts race and what some see as the systemic brutality of Black people by members of law enforcement or others in authority, four years after the May 2020 killing of George Floyd by a white police officer in Minneapolis.
The outcry comes as Milwaukee is already dealing with heightened security concerns around political protests days before the July 15 start of the convention.
"Just because they have a big event coming up in Milwaukee, the killing of D'Vontaye Mitchell is just as important as anything else that's going to happen in Milwaukee this month," noted civil rights attorney Ben Crump told reporters Monday.

    


"We will demand justice every day this week, every day next week and every day after that," said Crump, who is part of a team of lawyers representing Mitchell's family. His relatives have called for charges to be filed against those responsible for the 43-year-old's death.




Crump also represented the family of Floyd, whose death spurred worldwide protests against racial violence and police brutality.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"Everybody in America, after George Floyd, should have trained their employees, especially security personnel, to not put knees on peoples' backs and peoples' necks," Crump added.
A spokesperson for Aimbridge Hospitality, which runs the Hyatt Regency in Milwaukee, said in a statement that it extends its condolences to Mitchell's family and supports the investigation.
Mitchell died at the Hyatt Regency after four security guards held him down on his stomach, media outlets have reported. Police have said Mitchell entered the hotel, caused a disturbance and fought with the guards as they were escorting him out.

    


The medical examiner's office has said the preliminary cause of death was homicide, but the cause remains under investigation. No one has been criminally charged so far.
The Milwaukee County District Attorney's office said Wednesday that it and police investigators were awaiting full autopsy results and that the case was being reviewed as a homicide.
Surveillance video from inside the hotel viewed by Mitchell's family and their lawyers Wednesday at the district attorney's office showed an unarmed man fleeing for his life while being punched and kicked, they said during an afternoon news conference.
"What I saw today was disgusting. It makes me sick to my stomach," Mitchell's widow, DeAsia Harmon said. "He ran for his life. He was trying to leave. He said 'I'll go,' and they didn't let him go."
Harmon said the video showed a bleeding Mitchell being dragged outside the hotel. "They didn't stop. They could have let him go, but they didn't," she said.
Crump said the family's legal team also has a signed affidavit from a hotel employee who said a security guard was striking Mitchell with a baton and that Mitchell posed no threat when he was on the ground. The worker said a security guard ordered him and a bellman to help hold Mitchell down, Crump said.

    


Another lawyer, William Sulton said the hotel video showed an on-duty hotel security guard take a photo of Mitchell's lifeless body as the guard was being questioned by police. "Absolutely disgusting," Sulton said.
It is unclear why Mitchell was at the hotel or what happened before the guards pinned him down. The Milwaukee County medical examiner's initial report said he was homeless, but a cousin told The Associated Press on Wednesday that was incorrect.
Crump said video recorded by a bystander and circulating on social media also shows excessive force was used by security guards to subdue Mitchell.
"In the video you see them with their knees on his back and neck," Crump said, and the security guard appears to hit Mitchell in the head with an object. "You see them pull his shirt over his head, stifling not only his sound but, we believe, his breath."

    


Mitchell was born and raised in Milwaukee, according to his first cousin Samantha Mitchell, 37, and any mental illness he may have had was undiagnosed.
"D'Vontaye loved to cook," she said. "He was overprotective of his family, especially his younger cousins. He was a jokester. He really clung to a lot of our male cousins growing up, enjoying life together."
She said the family changed his funeral from Saturday to Thursday so its significance would not be overshadowed by the GOP convention.
"We need to keep this in the light and not swept under the rug," Mitchell said. "Regardless of the convention going on, this is still a matter that needs attention from everyone, no matter what party you are with. I want to see people speak about it while they're here for the convention. That will say a lot."
The AP sent an email Wednesday to representatives of the Republican National Convention for comment on Mitchell's death.
___
This story has been updated to correct the spelling of Mitchell's first name to D'Vontaye, not Dvontaye. 
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House passes GOP bill requiring proof of citizenship to vote, boosting election-year talking point
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                    Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., speaks at a news conference with Rep. Chip Roy, R-Texas, left, House Majority Leader Steve Scalise, R-La., right, at the Capitol on Tuesday, July 9, 2024 in Washington. (AP Photo/Kevin Wolf)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The House on Wednesday passed a proof-of-citizenship requirement for voter registration, a proposal Republicans have prioritized as an election-year talking point even as research shows noncitizens illegally registering and casting ballots in federal elections is exceptionally rare.
The legislation, approved largely along partisan lines but with five Democrats voting in favor, is unlikely to advance through the Democratic-led Senate. The Biden administration also says it's strongly opposed because there already are safeguards to enforce the law against noncitizen voting.
Still, the House vote will give Republicans an opportunity to bring attention to two of their central issues this year -- border and election security.
It also provides an opportunity to fuel former President Donald Trump's claims that Democrats have encouraged the surge of migrants so they can register them to vote, which would be illegal. Noncitizens are not allowed to vote in federal elections, nor is it allowed for any statewide elections.

    


Research and audits in several states show there have been incidences of noncitizens who successfully registered to vote and cast ballots, but it happens rarely and is typically by mistake. States have mechanisms to check for it, although there isn't one standard protocol they all follow.


Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson, a key backer of the bill, said in a news conference earlier this week that the Democratic opposition means many Democrats "want illegals to participate in our federal elections; they want them to vote."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

During a speech Wednesday, he called the vote a "generation-defining moment."
"If just a small percentage, a fraction of a fraction of all those illegals that Joe Biden has brought in here to vote, if they do vote, it wouldn't just change one race," he said. "It might potentially change all of our races."

    


On his Truth Social platform this week, Trump suggested that Democrats are pushing to give noncitizen migrants the right to vote and urged Republicans to pass the legislation -- the Safeguard American Voter Eligibility Act -- or "go home and cry yourself to sleep."
The fixation on noncitizen voting is part of a broader and long-term Trump campaign strategy of casting doubt on the validity of an election should he lose, and he has consistently pushed that narrative during his campaign rallies this year. Last month in Las Vegas, he told supporters, "The only way they can beat us is to cheat." It also is part of a wider Republican campaign strategy, with GOP lawmakers across the country passing state legislation and putting noncitizen voting measures on state ballots for November.
One Democrat who voted for the GOP bill, Rep. Vincente Gonzalez, said he only did so because the bill was doomed in the Senate.
"It's not going anywhere," said Gonzalez, who represents a competitive border district in Texas. "It's just another Republican messaging bill."
The majority of Democrats and voting rights advocates have said the legislation is unnecessary because it's already a felony for noncitizens to register to vote in federal elections, punishable by fines, prison or deportation. Anyone registering must attest under penalty of perjury that they are a U.S. citizen. Noncitizens also are not allowed to cast ballots at the state level. A handful of municipalities allow them to vote in some local elections.

    


They also have pointed to surveys showing that millions of Americans don't have easy access to up-to-date documentary proof of citizenship, such as a birth certificate, naturalization certificate or passport, and therefore the bill could inhibit U.S. citizen voters who aren't able to further prove their status.
During the Wednesday floor debate, Rep. Joe Morelle of New York, the top Democrat on the House Administration Committee, expressed concern that the bill would disenfranchise various American citizens. 
He mentioned military members stationed abroad who couldn't show documentary proof of citizenship in person at an election office, as well as married women whose names have changed, Native Americans whose tribal IDs don't show their place of birth and natural disaster survivors who have lost their personal documents.

    


Morelle said he doesn't see the bill as an attempt to maintain voter rolls, but as part of larger GOP-led plans to question the validity of the upcoming election.
"The false claim that there is a conspiracy to register noncitizens is a pretext for trying to overturn the 2024 election, potentially leading to another tragedy on January 6th, 2025," he said.
Yet Republicans who support the bill contend the unprecedented surge of migrants illegally crossing the U.S.-Mexico border creates too large a risk of noncitizens slipping through the cracks and casting ballots that sway races in November.

    


"Every illegal vote cancels out the vote of a legal American citizen," said Rep. Bryan Steil of Wisconsin, the Republican chair of the House Administration Committee.
If passed, the bill would require noncitizens to be removed from state voter rolls and require new applicants to provide documentary proof of U.S. citizenship. It also would require states to establish a process for applicants who can't show proof to provide other evidence beyond their attestation of citizenship, though it's unclear what that evidence could include.
Ohio Secretary of State Frank LaRose recently found 137 suspected noncitizens on the state's rolls -- out of roughly 8 million voters -- and said he was taking action to confirm and remove them.
In 2022, Georgia's Republican secretary of state, Brad Raffensperger, conducted an audit of his state's voter rolls specifically looking for noncitizens. His office found that 1,634 had attempted to register to vote over a period of 25 years, but election officials had caught all the applications and none had been able to register.
In North Carolina in 2016, an audit of elections found that 41 legal immigrants who had not yet become citizens cast ballots, out of 4.8 million total ballots cast. The votes didn't make a difference in any of the state's elections.
In a document supporting the bill, Johnson listed other examples of noncitizens who had been removed from the rolls in Boston and Virginia.
Several secretaries of state, interviewed during their summer conference in Puerto Rico this week, said noncitizens attempting to register and vote is not a big problem in their state.
Utah Lt. Gov. Deidre Henderson, a Republican who oversees elections, said she supports the legislation in concept but provided a cautionary tale about how aggressively culling voter rolls can sometimes result in the removal of qualified voters.
A few years ago, everyone in her household received mail ballots for a municipal election, except her. She had been removed from the rolls because she had been born in the Netherlands, where her father was stationed with the U.S. Air Force.
"I was the lieutenant governor, I was overseeing elections, and I got taken off because I was born in the Netherlands," she said, "So I think we definitely have those checks and balances in the state of Utah, maybe to an extreme."
The House vote comes days after the Republican National Committee released its party platform, which emphasizes border security and takes a stand against Democrats giving "voting rights" to migrants living in the country illegally. Republicans are expected to shine a light on immigration and election integrity concerns at the Republican National Convention next week in Milwaukee.
___
Swenson reported from New York. Associated Press writer Christina A. Cassidy in San Juan, Puerto Rico, contributed to this report.
___
The Associated Press receives support from several private foundations to enhance its explanatory coverage of elections and democracy. See more about AP's democracy initiative here. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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With a late goal fit for a king, England reaches another Euro final by beating Netherlands 2-1

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    Soccer fans in England went wild as their team reached a second straight European Championship final, beating the Netherlands 2-1 thanks to a stoppage-time winning goal.
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            England's Harry Kane celebrates in the arms of teammate Ollie Watkins at the end of a semifinal match between the Netherlands and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. England won 2-1. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 11

                                    
                                    England's Harry Kane celebrates in the arms of teammate Ollie Watkins at the end of a semifinal match between the Netherlands and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. England won 2-1. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 11 | 
            England's Ollie Watkins, right, scores his side's second goal during a semifinal match between the Netherlands and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            England's Ollie Watkins celebrates after scoring his side's 2nd goal against Netherlands during a semifinal at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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            England's Ollie Watkins celebrates after scoring his side's second goal during a semifinal match between the Netherlands and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)
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            England's Harry Kane, rear center, scores his side's first goal by a penalty kick during a semifinal match between the Netherlands and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)
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            England's manager Gareth Southgate celebrates at the end of a semifinal against Netherlands at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. England won the game 2-1. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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            England's Kobbie Mainoo tries to comfort Stefan de Vrij of the Netherlands who is dejected after a semifinal match between the Netherlands and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)
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            Wout Weghorst of the Netherlands leaves the pitch after a semifinal match between the Netherlands and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. England won 2-1. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 11

                                    
                                    Wout Weghorst of the Netherlands leaves the pitch after a semifinal match between the Netherlands and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. England won 2-1. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            9 of 11 | 
            Netherlands soccer fans react at a pubic screening at the end of a semi final match between Netherlands and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Markus Schreiber)
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            Netherlands head coach Ronald Koeman applauds supporters after a semifinal match between the Netherlands and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. England won 2-1. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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                                        DORTMUND, Germany (AP) -- England is into another European Championship final after its latest dramatic, come-from-behind win that even took King Charles III on a roller coaster ride.
Ollie Watkins, who came on for captain Harry Kane in a bold call by England coach Gareth Southgate, scored in the first minute of stoppage time to earn England a 2-1 win over the Netherlands on Wednesday and a shot at Spain in the title match.
In the knockout stage at Euro 2024, England has scored a stoppage-time equalizer through Jude Bellingham before edging past Slovakia in the last 16 and needed a penalty-shootout to see off Switzerland in the quarterfinals.
The English are keeping their supporters back home on the edge of their seats as the men's team moves closer to a first title since the 1966 World Cup -- and that includes its monarch.
"If I may encourage you to secure victory before the need for any last minute wonder-goals or another penalties drama, I am sure the stresses on the nation's collective heart rate and blood pressure would be greatly alleviated!" the king said in a congratulatory message soon after the game in Dortmund.

    


Watkins' goal was fit for a king.




He had only made one previous appearance at Euro 2024 -- as a substitute in the group game against Denmark -- so it was a surprise when he was introduced by Southgate in the 80th minute in England's biggest match so far.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The gamble paid off.
Fed by another substitute in Cole Palmer, Watkins took a touch with his back to goal just inside the area and, from a tight angle, smashed a fierce shot into the bottom corner.
"Unbelievable -- I've been waiting for that moment for weeks," said Watkins, the Aston Villa striker who was the fourth-equal top scorer in the Premier League last season. "It's taken a lot of hard work to get to where I am today. I got the opportunity and took it with both hands."

    


It was painful for Netherlands coach Ronald Koeman.
"I had a feeling toward the end of the match that maybe we could score," Koeman said, "and for sure in extra time I'd have put money on us."
England will play Lamine Yamal and Spain in Sunday's final in Berlin. It will be the nation's first title match on foreign soil, having won the World Cup in 1966 and lost to Italy in the Euro 2020 final -- both times at Wembley Stadium.
"It's going to be unbelievably tough - a really difficult game," Kane said of the title match, with Spain widely regarded as the best team at the tournament. "One more game to make history."
The sea of orange in the giant South Stand at Dortmund's Westfalenstadion fell silent for the first time after Watkins' late goal. It housed the most vocal of the Dutch supporters who dominated the city center before marching in their thousands to the stadium ahead of the game. Police reported three separate clashes between fans from both countries in the city.
It gave the occasion the feeling of a home match for the Dutch and England was up against it even more after the 21-year-old Xavi Simons became the second youngest scorer for the Netherlands at a Euros.

    


The Paris Saint-Germain midfielder dispossessed Declan Rice about 40 meters (yards) out, drove forward and unleashed a shot into the far corner from outside the area.
Compared to the 16-year-old Yamal, Spain's new superstar, Simons is a soccer veteran but this was another case of a young player shining on the big stage at the Euros.
Kane has had plenty of big moments at major tournaments and he had another when he slotted home a penalty after Denzel Dumfries' outstretched leg made contact with Kane's foot as the England striker attempted a shot.
Kane became the sixth player to be on three goals for the tournament.
An open first half, which saw Dumfries and England's Phil Foden hit the goal frame, made way for a tight and tense second half that had a huge two-minute spell when Bukayo Saka had a goal disallowed before Kane and Foden were taken off.
It might rank as Southgate's best call in his eight-year England tenure. And that the goal was set up by Palmer, who entered as a substitute the same time as Watkins, will have have made it even sweeter.
"We are giving people some amazing nights ... but we are not finished," Southgate said.
___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024
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            President Joe Biden listens as first lady Jill Biden speaks during a barbecue with active-duty military service members and their families on the South Lawn of the White House, Thursday, July 4, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            First lady Jill Biden speaks at the Smithsonian's National Museum of American History in Washington, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, during an event with spouses of NATO leaders as part of the NATO Summit. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            El presidente Joe Biden y la primera dama Jill Biden en una ceremonia durante la cumbre de la OTAN en Washington, el 9 de julio del 2024. (Foto AP/Evan Vucci)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Campaigning for her husband in Florida, Jill Biden took a break to get some tea.
She was on the second stop of a three-state swing and reporters traveling with her had tried multiple times to get her to talk to them. They were curious about what she'd tell the Democrats who were so rattled by President Joe Biden's poor debate performance that they were calling on him to drop his reelection bid. 
Leaving a coffee shop after having hibiscus tea with Tampa's mayor, the first lady paused on the walk to her vehicle and turned to face the reporters who were lobbing questions her way.

    
    Biden's shaky June 27 debate performance is causing cracks in the White House.
Internal drama, leaks and second-guessing swirls.

	The White House has since faced many questions about Biden's health and medical history. Here's the latest.
	Behind closed doors, Senate Democrats have expressed deep concerns about whether Biden can win November's election.
	The mood for Democrats on Capitol Hill is grimly uncertain, as Biden faces calls to drop out of the race.



    


"Why are you screaming at me? You know me," she said, adding: "Don't scream at me. Just talk."
She walked away without answering their questions.
The public has gotten to know Jill Biden well over her three-plus years as a first lady who navigates multiple roles. Now, she's trying to help her husband salvage his presidential campaign and coming under new scrutiny from critics who've cast her as a power-hungry wife pushing her elderly husband to run again so she can keep her White House lifestyle.

    


Adding to that, Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump has started going after the first lady, claiming without proof at a Florida rally this week that she and the president's son, Hunter Biden, are really the ones running the country. 




This week, the president's wife of 47 years has logged a three-state swing to promote the Biden administration's support for the military and she's fulfilling a more traditional role as the nation's hostess, welcoming NATO leaders and their spouses for the alliance's 75th anniversary summit. She and Hunter Biden are known to be two of the people Biden listens to most closely, and both have encouraged the president to stay in the race.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	We want to hear from you: If you didn't vote in the 2020 election, would anything change your mind about voting?
	Read the latest: Follow AP's live coverage of this year's election.




    


Weeks before the debate, the public also saw Jill Biden in her role as the family matriarch, sitting behind Hunter in federal court in Delaware as he was tried and convicted of felony gun charges. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Elizabeth Alexander, the first lady's communications director, said Jill Biden's most important role is as the president's spouse, not as one of his many political and policy advisers.

    


"As much as any husband and wife team make decisions together that impact their lives, they absolutely do, but as she's said more times than I can count, politics is his lane," Alexander wrote in an email. "She's his biggest supporter and champion, because she believes in him, and she fears for the future of our country if it goes the other way. Just as he's always supported her career, she supports his."
Alexander said most women, including first ladies, struggle with being supportive but not so supportive that their motives are questioned, speaking up but not too loudly and performing their duties well but without fanfare, or they risk being accused of being too ambitious or aggressive. 
"Society has put all first ladies, including Dr. Biden, in an impossible situation, especially with today's social media, bots, and the right wing machine fueling narratives and inventing false caricatures at every turn," Alexander said. 

    


Jill Biden stayed close by her husband as the post-debate drama unfolded, campaigning with him in North Carolina, New York and New Jersey. She broke off for some solo campaigning before she reunited with him at the White House for the Fourth of July.
She stood in for him again Monday on a swing through North Carolina, Florida and Georgia that was intended to rally support from veterans and military families but was also part of the Biden team's broader effort to try to steer the conversation back toward Trump.
She told the crowds she supports Biden's decision to stay in the race.
"For all the talk out there about this race, Joe has made it clear that he's all in," she said at all three stops. "That's the decision he's made. And just as he has always supported my career, I am all in too. I know you are too, or you wouldn't be here today."
Jill Biden, as first lady, is the first to work outside the White House. She is a professor of English and writing at Northern Virginia Community College, where she has taught since 2009. 

    


By Tuesday, the first lady was back at the White House in her role as hostess, welcoming NATO leaders and their spouses for the annual summit. She arranged brunch for the spouses on Wednesday at the Smithsonian's National Museum of American History and was joining the president to welcome the couples to a White House dinner in the evening.
Still, Jill Biden took on yet another role this week: fashion consultant.
As brunch with the NATO spouses wrapped up, she sent them off with advice for their visit Thursday to the Camp David presidential retreat in Maryland's Catoctin Mountains.
"Please dress comfortably," she said. "Don't put on those high heels because you're gonna be going into helicopters ... so please just wear flats, wear sneakers. Just feel comfortable."
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                    NASA astronauts Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams, who should have been back on Earth weeks ago, say they're confident that Boeing's new Starliner space capsule can return them safely.


                
                
    
    
    Photos
                    4
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 4 | 
            In this image from video provided by NASA, astronauts Suni Williams, left, and Butch Wilmore give a news conference aboard the International Space Station on Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (NASA via AP)
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            In this photo provided by NASA, the Boeing Starliner spacecraft with astronauts Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams aboard approaches the International Space Station on Thursday, June 6, 2024. (NASA via AP)
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            In this photo provided by NASA, a U.S. flag is displayed from a window of the Boeing Starliner spacecraft docked to the International Space Station on Tuesday, July 2, 2024. (NASA via AP)
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                                        CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) -- Two astronauts who should have been back on Earth weeks ago said Wednesday that they're confident that Boeing's space capsule can return them safely, despite a string of vexing breakdowns.
NASA test pilots Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams launched aboard Boeing's new Starliner capsule early last month, the first people to ride it. Helium leaks and thruster failures almost derailed their arrival at the International Space Station, and have kept them there much longer than planned. Now the earliest they could return may be the end of July, officials said.
In their first news conference from orbit, the pair said they expect to return once thruster testing is complete here on Earth. They said they're not complaining about getting extra time in orbit, and are enjoying helping the station crew. Both have previously spent stints at the orbiting lab, which is also home to seven others.

    


"I have a real good feeling in my heart that the spacecraft will bring us home, no problem," Williams told reporters.
The test flight should have lasted eight days, ending on June 14.
NASA's commercial crew program director Steve Stich said the earliest the Starliner astronauts might return is the end of July. The goal is to get them back before SpaceX delivers a fresh crew in mid-August, but that, too, could change, he noted.




This week, NASA and Boeing are trying to duplicate the Starliner's thruster problems on a brand new unit at White Sands Missile Range in New Mexico, one of the prime landing sites in the U.S. western desert. The trouble is in the propulsion system, used to maneuver the spacecraft.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Five thrusters failed as the capsule approached the space station on June 6, a day after liftoff. Four have since been reactivated. Wilmore said there should be enough working thrusters to get him and Williams out of orbit. There are also bigger engines that could fill in, if necessary.

    


"That mantra you've heard, failure is not an option, that's why we are staying here now," Wilmore said. "We trust that the tests that we're doing are the ones we need to do to get the right answers, to give us the data that we need to come back."
Boeing and NASA consider the ground tests essential to determine what might have gone wrong since that part of the capsule -- the service module -- is discarded before landing. The leaks also are located in this disposable section.
So far, testing has not replicated the hot temperatures reached during the flight, according to Stich. Managers want to make sure the suspect thrusters are not damaged, before bringing Starliner back. They were fired more frequently than anticipated early in the flight, and the extra demand on them may have caused them to fail, Stich noted.
At the same time, ground tests are being conducted to better understand the helium leaks, which could stem from bad seals. Officials have previously said there is ample helium left for the trip home.
Hurricane Beryl slowed some of the work. Johnson Space Center in Houston, home to the control centers for both NASA and Boeing, was closed earlier this week to all but the most critical staff.

    


Boeing's Mark Nappi stressed that in an emergency, Starliner and its crew could return right now. While the company does not believe the thrusters are damaged, "we want to fill in the blanks and run this test to assure ourselves of that." 
NASA ordered up the Starliner and SpaceX Dragon capsules a decade ago for astronaut flights to and from the space station, paying each company billions of dollars. SpaceX's first taxi flight with astronauts was in 2020. Boeing's first crew flight was repeatedly delayed because of software and other issues.
There have been no discussions with SpaceX about sending up a rescue capsule, Stich said.
___
The Associated Press Health and Science Department receives support from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute's Science and Educational Media Group. The AP is solely responsible for all content.
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy celebrates after defeating Taylor Fritz of the United States in their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy celebrates after defeating Taylor Fritz of the United States in their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Taylor Fritz of the United States reacts during his quarterfinal match against Lorenzo Musetti of Italy at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy reacts after winning a point against Taylor Fritz of the United States during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Taylor Fritz of the United States plays a forehand return to Lorenzo Musetti of Italy during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 22 | 
            Taylor Fritz of the United States reacts during a break in his quarterfinal against Lorenzo Musetti of Italy at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Taylor Fritz of the United States plays a shot between his legs back to Lorenzo Musetti of Italy during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Elena Rybakina of Kazakhstan serves to Elina Svitolina of Ukraine during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Elena Rybakina of Kazakhstan plays a forehand return to Elina Svitolina of Ukraine during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Barbora Krejcikova of the Czech Republic celebrates after defeating Jelena Ostapenko of Latvia in their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Britain's Queen Camilla, centre, reacts with the crowd during the Taylor Fritz of the United States and Lorenzo Musetti of Italy quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Novak Djokovic of Serbia waves as he leaves the court after defeating Holger Rune of Denmark in their fourth round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Monday, July 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Elina Svitolina of Ukraine plays a backhand return to Elena Rybakina of Kazakhstan during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
                
                    
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            15 of 22 | 
            Barbora Krejcikova of the Czech Republic celebrates after defeating Jelena Ostapenko of Latvia in their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Jelena Ostapenko of Latvia reacts during her quarterfinal match against Barbora Krejcikova of the Czech Republic at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy reacts during his quarterfinal against Taylor Fritz of the United States at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy plays a forehand return to Taylor Fritz of the United States during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy plays a forehand return to Taylor Fritz of the United States during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy serves to Taylor Fritz of the United States during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy plays a backhand return to Taylor Fritz of the United States during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Taylor Fritz of the United States plays a backhand return to Lorenzo Musetti of Italy during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy celebrates after defeating Taylor Fritz of the United States in their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy celebrates after defeating Taylor Fritz of the United States in their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Taylor Fritz of the United States reacts during his quarterfinal match against Lorenzo Musetti of Italy at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 22
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy reacts after winning a point against Taylor Fritz of the United States during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Taylor Fritz of the United States plays a forehand return to Lorenzo Musetti of Italy during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Taylor Fritz of the United States reacts during a break in his quarterfinal against Lorenzo Musetti of Italy at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy plays a forehand return to Taylor Fritz of the United States during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Taylor Fritz of the United States plays a shot between his legs back to Lorenzo Musetti of Italy during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Elena Rybakina of Kazakhstan serves to Elina Svitolina of Ukraine during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Elena Rybakina of Kazakhstan plays a forehand return to Elina Svitolina of Ukraine during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    10 of 22

                                    
                                    Elena Rybakina of Kazakhstan plays a forehand return to Elina Svitolina of Ukraine during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            11 of 22 | 
            Barbora Krejcikova of the Czech Republic celebrates after defeating Jelena Ostapenko of Latvia in their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Britain's Queen Camilla, centre, reacts with the crowd during the Taylor Fritz of the United States and Lorenzo Musetti of Italy quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Novak Djokovic of Serbia waves as he leaves the court after defeating Holger Rune of Denmark in their fourth round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Monday, July 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    13 of 22

                                    
                                    Novak Djokovic of Serbia waves as he leaves the court after defeating Holger Rune of Denmark in their fourth round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Monday, July 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            14 of 22 | 
            Elina Svitolina of Ukraine plays a backhand return to Elena Rybakina of Kazakhstan during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Barbora Krejcikova of the Czech Republic celebrates after defeating Jelena Ostapenko of Latvia in their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Jelena Ostapenko of Latvia reacts during her quarterfinal match against Barbora Krejcikova of the Czech Republic at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy reacts during his quarterfinal against Taylor Fritz of the United States at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy plays a forehand return to Taylor Fritz of the United States during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy plays a forehand return to Taylor Fritz of the United States during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy serves to Taylor Fritz of the United States during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy plays a backhand return to Taylor Fritz of the United States during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Lorenzo Musetti of Italy plays a backhand return to Taylor Fritz of the United States during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Taylor Fritz of the United States plays a backhand return to Lorenzo Musetti of Italy during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                    Taylor Fritz of the United States plays a backhand return to Lorenzo Musetti of Italy during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Lorenzo Musetti threw his head back and spread his arms wide to celebrate reaching his first Grand Slam semifinal at Wimbledon, then covered his face with both hands.
His 3-6, 7-6 (5), 6-2, 3-6, 6-1 victory over Taylor Fritz on Wednesday was a big deal, to be sure. After all, the 25th-seeded Musetti, a 22-year-old from Italy, never had made it past the third round at the All England Club -- or past the fourth round at any major tournament -- until this fortnight.
Now, though, comes a far tougher test: taking on Novak Djokovic.
"He probably knows, better than me, the surface and the stadium, for sure," Musetti said with a chuckle, aware he'll be making his Centre Court debut on Friday. "Jokes apart, he's a legend everywhere, but especially here in Wimbledon."
This will be Djokovic's record-tying 13th semifinal at Wimbledon alone -- equaling Roger Federer -- and 49th Slam semifinal overall, extending a mark he already held. As Musetti pursues his first major championship, Djokovic seeks a 25th, including what would be an eighth at the All England Club.

    


Djokovic's smooth trip through this year's bracket was made even easier when the man he was supposed to play in the quarterfinals Wednesday, Alex de Minaur, pulled out with a hip injury hours before their match was scheduled to begin.




Musetti was forced to work for his spot in the final four: His 3 1/2-hour victory over the 13th-seeded Fritz was the 37th five-setter at the All England Club this year, the most at any Grand Slam tournament.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Musetti acknowledged he didn't get off to an ideal start, in part because of nerves. But an early break in the second set helped alter the course of the evening.
"Immediately, I changed my mind. I changed my attitude," he said. "And that probably made the difference." 
Musetti's son, Ludovico, was born in March, and he said Wednesday that helped him rededicate himself to his sport and strive to no longer "throw away matches."

    


"Instead of me teaching him, he's teaching me. ... Having a child makes you reflect a lot," Musetti said. "I feel more mature on the court, more mature off the court, and more mature as a player, as a father, as a person."
Playing at a sun-swathed No. 1 Court against Fritz, an American who is one of the sport's biggest servers but fell to 0-4 in major quarterfinals, Musetti managed to accumulate 13 break points and convert six.
With Queen Camilla, the wife of King Charles III, in the stands and joining fans in doing the wave, Musetti did far more to vary his strokes -- a drop shot here, a lob there, plenty of slices -- than Fritz did.
"I just felt like it took a lot to finish the point," Fritz said.
Djokovic had knee surgery less than a month before the start of play at the All England Club. But despite limitations on his movement, the 37-year-old Djokovic has dropped only two sets so far -- facing a qualifier in the first round, a wild-card entrant in the second and only one seeded player, No. 15 Holger Rune.
Instead of going up against No. 9 de Minaur on Wednesday, Djokovic will get three full days off before meeting Musetti. The other semifinal Friday is defending champion Carlos Alcaraz against Daniil Medvedev.

    


Djokovic and Musetti have played each other six times previously. Djokovic has won five of those, including a five-setter at this year's French Open that concluded after 3 a.m. It was in Djokovic's following match in Paris that he tore the meniscus in his right knee.
"We know each other pretty well. They've always been a huge fight so I expect a big, big fight. It's going to be one of the toughest challenges on tour," Musetti said, "but I am an ambitious guy and I like to be challenged."
In the women's quarterfinals Wednesday, 2022 champion Elena Rybakina grabbed nine of the last 11 games to defeat No. 21 Elina Svitolina 6-3, 6-2, and No. 31 Barbora Krejcikova eliminated No. 13 Jelena Ostapenko 6-4, 7-6 (4) in a matchup between two past champions at the French Open.
The other women's semifinal on Thursday is No. 7 Jasmine Paolini of Italy against unseeded Donna Vekic of Croatia.

    


Kazakhstan's Rybakina ended her win with her seventh ace and improved to 19-2 at Wimbledon in four appearances.
"Definitely, I have an aggressive style of game," Rybakina said. "I have a huge serve, so it's a big advantage."
Krejcikova won her first Grand Slam title on the red clay at Roland Garros in 2021, but the 28-year-old from the Czech Republic never put together a five-match winning streak on grass until now.
De Minaur's exit is the latest due to injury in Week 2. His hip issue arose right at the end of his win against Arthur Fils on Monday. 
De Minaur said he heard a crack and knew something was wrong.
He underwent medical tests Tuesday that revealed the extent of the problem but tried to practice on Wednesday morning, hoping to participate in what would have been his first Wimbledon quarterfinal.
"This was the biggest match of my career," de Minaur said, "so wanted to do anything I could to play."
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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            FILE - Toronto Raptors forward Jontay Porter lookson during the first half of the team's NBA basketball game against the Chicago Bulls, Jan. 18, 2024, in Toronto. Court papers indicate that former Toronto Raptors player Jontay Porter will be charged with a federal felony connected to the sports betting scandal that spurred the NBA to ban him for life. (Christopher Katsarov/The Canadian Press via AP, File)
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            FILE - Toronto Raptors center Jontay Porter (34) looks to pass in the first half of an NBA basketball game Monday, March 11, 2024, in Denver. Court papers indicate that former Toronto Raptors player Jontay Porter will be charged with a federal felony connected to the sports betting scandal that spurred the NBA to ban him for life. (AP Photo/David Zalubowski, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Former NBA player Jontay Porter admitted Wednesday that he schemed to take himself out of games for gambling's sake, pleading guilty to a federal conspiracy crime in the scandal that already got him banned from the league.
"I know what I did was wrong, unlawful, and I am deeply sorry," the former Toronto Raptors center said as he pleaded guilty to conspiracy to commit wire fraud. 
Echoing findings in an NBA investigation and allegations in an ongoing prosecution of four other men, Porter acknowledged that he agreed to withdraw early from games so that co-conspirators could win bets on his performance. 
He did it, he said, "to get out from under large gambling debts." 
Porter, 24, is free on $250,000 bond while awaiting sentencing set for Dec. 18. 
Prosecutors estimated his sentence at a range from just under three and a half years in prison to a little over four years. Ultimately it will be up to a judge, who could impose anything from no time to 20 years behind bars. Porter also is likely to be assessed hundreds of thousands of dollars in restitution and fines.

    


He and his lawyer left court without speaking to reporters. The attorney, Jeff Jensen, later declined by email to comment beyond a statement he made last month, in which he said Porter "was in over his head due to a gambling addiction."




"Jontay is a good young man with strong faith that will get him through this," Jensen said at the time. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Porter told the court he has undergone inpatient rehab for a gambling problem and remains in therapy. 
In a related case, four other men are charged with scheming to profit off tips from an NBA player that he was going to exit two games early. They or their relatives used the knowledge to place big-winning bets that the athlete would do poorly in those games, according to a court complaint filed when they were charged in June. They haven't yet entered pleas. 

    


The complaint against them didn't name the player. But details matched up with the NBA investigation that found that Porter gave bettors confidential information about his health, exited at least one game because of bets and wagered on NBA games in which he didn't play. He once bet against his own team, the league said.
According to the complaint, one of the four men pressed the player to clear up gambling debts by prematurely pulling out of games so that bets on him underperforming would pay off.
In a message responding to the man's instructions, the player wrote that if he didn't carry out the plan, "u hate me and if I don't get u 8k by Friday you're coming to Toronto to beat me up."
After tipping off some of the men, the player claimed injury or illness and withdrew from Jan. 26 and March 20 games after only minutes on the court, the complaint said.
Porter played only briefly on those dates before complaining he was hurt or sick and exiting the games. His points, rebounds and assists in both games fell below sportsbooks' expectations.
According to the complaint, some of the alleged conspirators agreed in advance to share about a quarter of any winnings from the March 20 game with the player. One gambler was on track to collect over $1 million before a betting company got suspicious and stopped him from getting most of the money.

    


After the NBA and others began investigating, the player messaged some of the men that they "might just get hit w a rico," an apparent reference to the common acronym for a federal racketeering charge, according to the complaint against them. It said the player also asked the men whether they had deleted "all the stuff" from their phones.
Porter averaged 4.4 points, 3.2 rebounds and 2.3 assists in 26 games this season, including five starts. He also played in 11 games for the Memphis Grizzlies in the 2020-21 season.
His NBA salary was about $410,000.
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                    A judge in Massachusetts has declared a mistrial after jurors deadlocked in the case of Karen Read. She was accused of killing her Boston police officer boyfriend John O'Keefe by striking him with her SUV and leaving him in a snowstorm.
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            Karen Read's deadlocked jury leads to mistrial in Boston police officer boyfriend's death

        
        
            A judge in Massachusetts has declared a mistrial after jurors deadlocked in the case of Karen Read. She was accused of killing her Boston police officer boyfriend John O'Keefe by striking him with her SUV and leaving him in a snowstorm.


        
    

    
        
            
    


        
        
        Karen Read's deadlocked jury leads to mistrial in Boston police officer boyfriend's death
A judge in Massachusetts has declared a mistrial after jurors deadlocked in the case of Karen Read. She was accused of killing her Boston police officer boyfriend John O'Keefe by striking him with her SUV and leaving him in a snowstorm.
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            Karen Read's deadlocked jury leads to mistrial in Boston police officer's death, AP Explains

        
        
            The case of Karen Read on charges that she killed her Boston police officer boyfriend by striking him with her SUV has ended in a mistrial.
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The case of Karen Read on charges that she killed her Boston police officer boyfriend by striking him with her SUV has ended in a mistrial.



        
    



                        

                    
                


                
            

        
    


    


    Photos
                    9
                


                
    
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 9 | 
            Karen Read, right, looks up as defense attorney Alan Jackson, center, speaks to reporters while defense attorney David Yannetti, left, looks on in front of Norfolk Superior Court, Monday, July 1, 2024, in Dedham, Mass. A judge declared a mistrial Monday after jurors deadlocked in the case of Read, who was accused of killing her Boston police officer boyfriend by striking him with her SUV and leaving him in a snowstorm. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Karen Read, right, smiles as defense attorney David Yannetti, left, speaks to reporters in front of Norfolk Superior Court, Monday, July 1, 2024, in Dedham, Mass. A judge declared a mistrial Monday after jurors deadlocked in the case of Read, who was accused of killing her Boston police officer boyfriend by striking him with her SUV and leaving him in a snowstorm. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            This photo undated photo released by the Boston Police Department shows officer John O'Keefe. (Boston Police Department via AP)
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            Judge Beverly J. Cannone speaks in Norfolk Superior Court, on their fifth day of deliberations in the murder trial for Karen Read in Dedham, Mass., Monday, July 1, 2024. (Pat Greenhouse/The Boston Globe via AP, Pool)
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            Prosecutor Adam Lally gives his closing arguments on Tuesday, June 25, 2024, during Karen Read's murder trial at Norfolk Superior Court in Dedham, Mass. (Nancy Lane/The Boston Herald via AP, Pool)
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            Karen Read smiles during a news conference in front of Norfolk Superior Court, Monday, July 1, 2024, in Dedham, Mass. A judge declared a mistrial Monday after jurors deadlocked in the case of Read, who was accused of killing her Boston police officer boyfriend by striking him with her SUV and leaving him in a snowstorm. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            Massachusetts State Trooper Michael Proctor testifies during Karen Read's trial, Wednesday, June 12, 2024 in Norfolk Super Court in Dedham, Mass. (Greg Derr/The Patriot Ledger via AP, Pool)
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            Supporters of Karen Read celebrate near Norfolk Superior Court, Monday, July 1, 2024, in Dedham, Mass. A judge declared a mistrial Monday after jurors deadlocked in the case of Read, who was accused of killing her Boston police officer boyfriend by striking him with her SUV and leaving him in a snowstorm. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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            FILE - An empty flagpole is seen outside the residence where the body of John O'Keefe, a Boston police officer, was found on Jan. 29, 2022, outside the home, Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Canton, Mass. A judge declared a mistrial Monday, July 1, 2024, after jurors deadlocked in the case of Karen Read, who was accused of killing her boyfriend, O'Keefe, by striking him with her SUV and leaving him in a snowstorm. Prosecutors said in a statement that they intend to retry the case. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)
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                                    FILE - An empty flagpole is seen outside the residence where the body of John O'Keefe, a Boston police officer, was found on Jan. 29, 2022, outside the home, Thursday, June 27, 2024, in Canton, Mass. A judge declared a mistrial Monday, July 1, 2024, after jurors deadlocked in the case of Karen Read, who was accused of killing her boyfriend, O'Keefe, by striking him with her SUV and leaving him in a snowstorm. Prosecutors said in a statement that they intend to retry the case. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)
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                                        DEDHAM, Mass. (AP) -- Prosecutors in Massachusetts say they plan to retry Karen Read for the death of her Boston police officer boyfriend. She's accused of striking him with her SUV and leaving him to die in a snowstorm. The judge declared a mistrial after jurors said they couldn't agree.

Karen Read was facing second degree murder and two other charges for allegedly striking John O'Keefe with her SUV and then leaving the scene as she dropped him off at a fellow officer's house after a night of drinking.

O'Keefe's brother, Paul, told WCVB-TV after the trial that he never believed the defense argument, and criticized Read's supporters who camped outside "having a good old time while there's a murder trial going on inside the courthouse." After the verdict, he said he passed by Read and told her, 'You're not done yet.'"

Both sides will be in court July 22 to consider next steps. Plenty of questions remain unanswered. A federal investigation of how law enforcement handled O'Keefe's death continues, and Read's defense wants to question the jurors. Her lawyers said four of the 12 said the jury was united for acquitting Read of the most serious charge, so trying her again for murder would be unconstitutional double jeopardy.
A motion to dismiss



Prosecutors have yet to respond to a defense motion to dismiss the charges of second degree murder and leaving the scene of an accident resulting in death. Defense lawyers initially said they were contacted by one juror and two acquaintances of jurors. Now they say four jurors said the jury had unanimously concluded that Read was not guilty on those charges, and they couldn't agree only on the remaining manslaughter charge. The fourth juror, identified in a motion filed Wednesday, described feeling "discomfort" that their not-guilty verdicts weren't acknowledged and that Read could be tried again on those two counts.

Partial verdicts are possible in Massachusetts, but the defense motion said Judge Beverly Cannone abruptly declared the mistrial in open court without first questioning jurors about where they stood on each charge, or giving the prosecution and defense a chance to raise questions.

If the court requires more information before invoking double jeopardy, Read's team said the judge should hold a "post-verdict inquiry" to "seek additional proof from the jurors" that they unanimously found her not guilty on the two counts. And if Cannone does agree to hold such a hearing, there's a real chance prosecutors could be barred from retrying Read for murder and leaving a deadly accident scene, if it's shown the jury did unanimously agree to acquit, according to Daniel Medwed, a law professor at Northeastern University who is not involved in the case.
What's a judge to do?



Some Massachusetts trial court veterans defended the judge's response to the deliberations.

Brad Bailey, a former state and federal prosecutor and longtime criminal defense lawyer, said Cannone declared a mistrial on all the charges because that is what she heard from the jury: Jurors repeatedly said they were deadlocked but never indicated they had reached a decision on any of the charges. 

Juries are routinely instructed "that any communication with the judge should not reveal what actually is going inside the jury room in terms of the nature and substance of their deliberation," but it's not unusual for jurors to declare themselves deadlocked "on all counts," or to announce decisions on only some counts, Bailey said.

Michael Coyne, the dean at the Massachusetts School of Law, said he found it "curious" that jurors never indicated they had reached a verdict on some of the counts -- if indeed they had. "That is the unusual part -- If in fact they had reached consensus on some, why didn't they report it to the court?"

Since the jurors left the verdict forms blank, Coyne expects prosecutors to make the case that they "didn't reach consensus on anything," he said.
Juror secrecy, for now



The jurors' identities have not been released yet, and none are believed to have spoken with the media. A week after declaring the mistrial, Cannone ordered a 10-day hold on naming them publicly, citing "a risk of immediate and irreparable injury should the list be made available to the public at this time." She noted that people surrounding the case had been charged with intimidation. The ruling aims to protect the jurors' privacy if they want to remain anonymous, but doesn't prevent them from volunteering to speak publicly.

The order could be extended out of concern for "potential violence to those jurors if their names and other identifying information was disclosed," Coyne observed, but he predicted that pressure to release their names will grow.

"We all wanted to know the names before to see if anyone would speak," the dean said. "Now it's even more pressing because the defendant is saying the jurors reached a verdict on counts one and three. We ought to know what they are actually saying about that."
Investigating the investigator



The lead investigator, State Trooper Michael Proctor, was relieved of duty after the trial revealed he'd sent vulgar texts to colleagues and family, calling Read a "whack job" and telling his sister he wished Read would "kill herself." He said that was a figure of speech and that his emotions had gotten the better of him. 

The defense also suggested he should've stepped aside from the investigation because he had personal relationships with several of the people involved in the case. Read's lawyers also questioned the sloppiness of the police work: The crime scene was left unsecured for hours; the house, owned by Boston Police Detective Brian Alpert, wasn't searched; bloodstained snow was scooped up with red plastic drinking cups; and a leaf blower was used to clear snow.

Proctor was relieved of his duties after the trial but was still being paid until Monday, when a state police hearing board changed that suspension to without pay, effective immediately. Meanwhile an internal affairs investigation could result in charges against him, and there's a federal probe into state law enforcement's handling of the case. The U.S. Attorney's office said it neither confirms nor denies investigations.

Kevin Albert, a Canton police officer, was put on administrative leave June 13 pending an outside investigation. During the trial, Proctor testified he exchanged texts about the case with Kevin Albert, who left his badge in Proctor's cruiser after a night of drinking. Brian Albert, who said he got rid of his phone right before the judge ordered him to preserve it as evidence, retired last year. 

Albert's discipline was announced Tuesday night at the Canton Select Board meeting, a body on which his brother Chris Albert serves and which has been overshadowed by the Read trial. Chris Albert spoke at the meeting, complaining about "tremendous harassment, stress and anxiety" faced by his family over the past 16 months, but also apologizing for interactions he has had with the public. 

The public session was mostly dominated by Read supporters, who used their time to complain about witnesses who appeared at the trial or to criticize the police. The meetings have become much-watch television among some local residents, with several people streaming the meetings on YouTube and offering their own biting commentary.
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26 million tons of clothing end up in China's landfills each year, propelled by fast fashion

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    China is the world's largest textile consumer and producer. More than 26 million tons of clothes are thrown away each year, creating mountains of waste. A major recycling factory and innovative designers are aiming to tackle the issue but face significant challenges. (AP Video by: Tian Macleod Ji)
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            A worker feeds discarded textiles to a shredding machine at the Wenzhou Tiancheng Textile Company, one of China's largest cotton recycling plants in Wenzhou in eastern China's Zhejiang province on March 20, 2024. The recycling factory that repurposes discarded cotton clothes is trying to deal with the urgent waste problem. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            A worker feeds discarded textiles to a shredding machine at the Wenzhou Tiancheng Textile Company, one of China's largest cotton recycling plants in Wenzhou in eastern China's Zhejiang province on March 20, 2024. The recycling factory that repurposes discarded cotton clothes is trying to deal with the urgent waste problem. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            A pile of discarded textiles waits to be fed to a shredding machine at the Wenzhou Tiancheng Textile Company, one of China's largest cotton recycling plants in Wenzhou in eastern China's Zhejiang province on March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            A worker feeds discarded textiles to a shredding machine at the Wenzhou Tiancheng Textile Company, one of China's largest cotton recycling plants in Wenzhou in eastern China's Zhejiang province on March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            A worker labors at the Wenzhou Tiancheng Textile Company, one of China's largest cotton recycling plants in Wenzhou in eastern China's Zhejiang province on March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            A worker performs maintenance work on a machinery at the Wenzhou Tiancheng Textile Company, one of China's largest cotton recycling plants in Wenzhou in eastern China's Zhejiang province on March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            A worker sweeps loose cotton near a production line at the Wenzhou Tiancheng Textile Company, one of China's largest cotton recycling plants in Wenzhou in eastern China's Zhejiang province on March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Plastic wrapped cotton meant for overseas markets are loaded for transportation from the Wenzhou Tiancheng Textile Company, one of China's largest cotton recycling plants in Wenzhou in eastern China's Zhejiang province on March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Kowen Tang, sales director of the Wenzhou Tiancheng Textile Company, one of China's largest cotton recycling plants, stands near a mound of discarded textiles in Wenzhou in eastern China's Zhejiang province on March 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Thirty-year-old designer Da Bao, who founded Times Remake, a Shanghai-based brand that takes secondhand clothes and refashions them into new garments, works in the work room in Shanghai, Tuesday, March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Customers visit a store for Times Remake, a Shanghai-based brand that takes secondhand clothes and refashions them into new garments in Shanghai on March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Workers labor at a workshop for Times Remake, a Shanghai-based brand that takes secondhand clothes and refashions them into new garments in Shanghai on March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Founder Da Bao speaks to a worker at a workshop for Times Remake, a Shanghai-based brand that takes secondhand clothes and refashions them into new garments in Shanghai on March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            A worker walks around in a store for Times Remake, a Shanghai-based brand that takes secondhand clothes and refashions them into new garments in Shanghai on March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Zhang Na, whose fashion label, Reclothing Bank, sells clothes, bags and other accessories made from materials such as plastic bottles, fishing nets and flour sacks, look at some of the products during an interview at her store in Shanghai on March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Zhang Na, whose fashion label, Reclothing Bank, sells clothes, bags and other accessories made from materials such as plastic bottles, fishing nets and flour sacks, speaks during an interview at her store in Shanghai on March 19, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            Shoppers walk by an apparel store in Shanghai on March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    18 of 20

                                    
                                    Shoppers walk by an apparel store in Shanghai on March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            A shopper walks past a window display for an apparel store in Shanghai on March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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            A woman looks at her phone on a selfie stick on the bund, a historic riverside district of Shanghai known for its Western architecture on March 18, 2024. (AP Photo/Ng Han Guan)
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                                        WENZHOU, China (AP) -- At a factory in Zhejiang province on China's eastern coast, two mounds of discarded cotton clothing and bed linens, loosely separated into dark and light colors, pile up on a workroom floor. Jacket sleeves, collars and brand labels protrude from the stacks as workers feed the garments into shredding machines.
It's the first stage of a new life for the textiles, part of a recycling effort at the Wenzhou Tiancheng Textile Company, one of the largest cotton recycling plants in China.
Textile waste is an urgent global problem, with only 12% recycled worldwide, according to fashion sustainability nonprofit Ellen MacArthur Foundation. Even less -- only 1% -- are castoff clothes recycled into new garments; the majority is used for low-value items like insulation or mattress stuffing. 
Nowhere is the problem more pressing than in China, the world's largest textile producer and consumer, where more than 26 million tons of clothes are thrown away each year, according to government statistics. Most of it ends up in landfills.

    


And factories like this one are barely making a dent in a country whose clothing industry is dominated by "fast fashion" -- cheap clothes made from unrecyclable synthetics, not cotton. Produced from petrochemicals that contribute to climate change, air and water pollution, synthetics account for 70% of domestic clothing sales in China. 




China's footprint is worldwide: E-commerce juggernaut brands Shein and Temu make the country one of the world's largest producers of cheap fashion, selling in more than 150 countries.

    
    This story is featured in our One Notable Number series, which spotlights the key numbers leading our coverage.
Take a look at more Notable Numbers here.
You can also read more ONEs:
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To achieve a game-changing impact, what fashion expert Shaway Yeh calls "circular sustainability" is needed among major Chinese clothing brands so waste is avoided entirely.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: China's landfills brim with textile waste as fast fashion reigns and recycling takes a back seat
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Charles de Ledesma reports efforts to recycle used clothes in China face challenges, leading to mountains of waste.

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"You need to start it from recyclable fibers and then all these waste textiles will be put into use again," she said.

    


But that is an elusive goal: Only about 20% of China's textiles are recycled, according to the Chinese government -- and almost all of that is cotton. 
Chinese cotton is not without a taint of its own, said Claudia Bennett of the nonprofit Human Rights Foundation. Much of it comes from forced labor in Xinjiang province by the country's ethnic Uyghur minority. 
"One in five cotton garments globally is linked to Uyghur forced labor," Bennett said. 
In May, the U.S. blocked imports from 26 Chinese cotton traders and warehouses to avoid goods made with Uyghur forced labor. But because the supply chain is so sketchy, Uyghur cotton is used in garments produced in other countries that don't bear the "made-in-China" label, Bennett said.
"Many, many, many clothing brands are linked to Uyghur forced labor through the cotton," she said. They "hide behind the lack of transparency in the supply chain." 
While China is a global leader in the production of electric cars and electric-powered public transit and has set a goal of achieving carbon neutrality by 2060, its efforts in promoting fashion sustainability and recycling textiles have taken a back seat. 

    


According to a report this year from independent fashion watchdog Remake assessing major clothing companies on their environmental, human rights and equitability practices, there's little accountability among the best-known brands.
The group gave Shein, whose online marketplace groups about 6,000 Chinese clothing factories under its label, just 6 out of a possible 150 points. Temu scored zero.
Also getting zero were U.S. label SKIMS, co-founded by Kim Kardashian, and low-price brand Fashion Nova. U.S. retailer Everlane was the highest-scorer at 40 points, with only half of those for sustainability practices.
China's domestic policy doesn't help. 
Cotton recycled from used clothing is banned from being used to make new garments inside China. This rule was initially aimed at stamping out fly-by-night Chinese operations recycling dirty or otherwise contaminated material. 
But now it means the huge spools of tightly woven rope-like cotton yarn produced at the Wenzhou Tiancheng factory from used clothing can only be sold for export, mostly to Europe.

    


Making matters worse, many Chinese consumers are unwilling to buy used items anyway, something the Wenzhou factory sales director, Kowen Tang, attributes to increasing household incomes.
"They want to buy new clothes, the new stuff," he said of the stigma associated with buying used.
Still, among younger Chinese, a growing awareness of sustainability has contributed to the emergence of fledgling "remade" clothing businesses.
Thirty-year-old designer Da Bao founded Times Remake in 2019, a Shanghai-based brand that takes secondhand clothes and refashions them into new garments. At the company's work room in Shanghai, tailors work with secondhand denims and sweatshirts, stitching them into funky new fashions.
The venture, which began with Da Bao and his father-in-law posting their one-off designs online, now has a flagship store in Shanghai's trendy Jing'an District that stocks their remade garments alongside vintage items, such as Levi's and Carhartt jackets.

    


The designs are "a combination of the past style and current fashion aesthetic to create something unique," Bao said.
Zhang Na has a fashion label, Reclothing Bank, that sells clothes, bags and other accessories made from materials such as plastic bottles, fishing nets and flour sacks.
The items' labels have QR codes that show their composition, how they were made and the provenance of the materials. Zhang draws on well-established production methods, such as textile fibers made from pineapple leaf, a centuries-old tradition originating in the Philippines.
"We can basically develop thousands of new fabrics and new materials," she said.
Reclothing Bank began in 2010 to give "new life to old things," Zhang said of her store in a historic Shanghai alley with a mix of Western and Chinese architecture. A large used clothes deposit box sat outside the entrance.
"Old items actually carry a lot of people's memories and emotions," she said.
Zhang said she has seen sustainability consciousness grow since she opened her store, with core customers in their 20s and 30s.
Bao Yang, a college student who dropped by the store on a visit to Shanghai, said she was surprised at the feel of the clothes. 
"I think it's amazing, because when I first entered the door, I heard that many of the clothes were actually made of shells or corn (husks), but when I touched the clothes in detail, I had absolutely no idea that they would have this very comfortable feel," she said.
Still, she conceded that buying sustainable clothing is a hard sell. "People of my age are more addicted to fast fashion, or they do not think about the sustainability of clothes," she said. 
Recycled garments sold at stores like Reclothing Bank have a much higher price tag than fast-fashion brands due to their costly production methods.
And therein lies the real problem, said Sheng Lu, professor of fashion and apparel studies at the University of Delaware.
"Studies repeatedly show consumers are not willing to pay higher for clothing made from recycled materials, and instead they actually expect a lower price because they see such clothing as made of secondhand stuff," he said.
With higher costs in acquiring, sorting and processing used garments, he doesn't see sustainable fashion succeeding on a wide scale in China, where clothes are so cheap to make. 
"Companies do not have the financial incentive," he said.
For real change there needs to be "more clear signals from the very top," he added, referring to government targets like the ones that propelled China's EV industry. 
Still, in China "government can be a friend to any sector," Lu said, so if China's communist leaders see economic potential, it could trigger a policy shift that drives new investment in sustainable fashion.
But for now, the plastic-wrapped cones of tightly-wound cotton being loaded onto trucks outside the Wenzhou Tiancheng factory were all headed to overseas markets, far from where their recycling journey began.
"Fast fashion definitely is not out of fashion" in China, Lu said.
___
Associated Press writer Isabella O'Malley in Philadelphia contributed to this report. 
___
The Associated Press' climate and environmental coverage receives financial support from multiple private foundations. AP is solely responsible for all content. Find AP's standards for working with philanthropies, a list of supporters and funded coverage areas at AP.org.
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Actor George Clooney, a high-profile Biden supporter and fundraiser, asks president to leave race

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    President Joe Biden's imperiled reelection campaign is hitting new trouble. Rather than urging him to stay in, on Wednesday former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said "it's up to the president to decide" if he should.
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            FILE - President Joe Biden shakes hands with actor, director and producer George Clooney during the Kennedy Center honorees reception at the White House in Washington, Dec. 4, 2022. Movie star and lifelong Democrat George Clooney is adding his voice to calls for Joe Biden to leave the presidential race. Clooney says in a New York Times opinion piece Wednesday that he loves Biden, but the party would lose the presidential race as well as any control in Congress with him as the nominee. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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                                    FILE - President Joe Biden shakes hands with actor, director and producer George Clooney during the Kennedy Center honorees reception at the White House in Washington, Dec. 4, 2022. Movie star and lifelong Democrat George Clooney is adding his voice to calls for Joe Biden to leave the presidential race. Clooney says in a New York Times opinion piece Wednesday that he loves Biden, but the party would lose the presidential race as well as any control in Congress with him as the nominee. (AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta)
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            FILE - Director George Clooney attends a special screening of "The Boys in the Boat," Dec. 13, 2023, in New York. Movie star and lifelong Democrat George Clooney is adding his voice to calls for Joe Biden to leave the presidential race. Clooney says in a New York Times opinion piece Wednesday that he loves Biden, but the party would lose the presidential race as well as any control in Congress with him as the nominee. (Photo by Evan Agostini/Invision/AP, File)
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            El actor George Clooney en un evento en Nueva York el 13 de diciembre del 2023. (Evan Agostini/Invision/AP)
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            FILE - Actor George Clooney speaks to the media following a meeting at the White House in Washington, Feb. 23, 2009. Movie star and lifelong Democrat George Clooney is adding his voice to calls for Joe Biden to leave the presidential race. Clooney says in a New York Times opinion piece Wednesday that he loves Biden, but the party would lose the presidential race as well as any control in Congress with him as the nominee. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)
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                                    FILE - Actor George Clooney speaks to the media following a meeting at the White House in Washington, Feb. 23, 2009. Movie star and lifelong Democrat George Clooney is adding his voice to calls for Joe Biden to leave the presidential race. Clooney says in a New York Times opinion piece Wednesday that he loves Biden, but the party would lose the presidential race as well as any control in Congress with him as the nominee. (AP Photo/Pablo Martinez Monsivais, File)
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    Live updates: Follow AP's latest coverage of election 2024.


    


Movie star and lifelong Democrat George Clooney added his voice to calls for Joe Biden to leave the presidential race on Wednesday, just weeks after headlining a fundraiser that brought in a record single-night haul for the president's reelection campaign.
Clooney said in a New York Times opinion piece that he loves Biden, but the party would lose the presidential race as well as any control in Congress with him as the nominee.
"This isn't only my opinion; this is the opinion of every senator and congress member and governor that I've spoken with in private," wrote Clooney. He's hosted several high-dollar Hollywood fundraisers, including for Biden last month. 
Clooney argued the party should pick a new nominee at its convention next month, saying the process would be "messy" but "wake up" voters in the party's favor, mentioning Vice President Kamala Harris and Govs. Wes Moore of Maryland, Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan and Gavin Newsom of California among those from who the country should now hear.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Actor George Clooney, a high-profile Biden supporter and fundraiser, asks president to leave race
    

    
    
    AP Washington correspondent Sagar Meghani reports one of President Biden's highest-profile Hollywood backers is joining calls for him to abandon his reelection bid.

    


    


Focusing much of his piece around Biden's age, Clooney noted differences he saw in the 81-year-old president during their recent Los Angeles event compared to years past.




"It's devastating to say it, but the Joe Biden I was with three weeks ago at the fund-raiser was not the Joe 'big F-ing deal' Biden of 2010," Clooney wrote. "He wasn't even the Joe Biden of 2020. He was the same man we all witnessed at the debate."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	We want to hear from you: If you didn't vote in the 2020 election, would anything change your mind about voting?
	Read the latest: Follow AP's live coverage of this year's election.




    


Last month, Clooney, Julia Roberts and Barbra Streisand were among those who took the stage for a fundraiser that took in a record $30 million-plus for Biden, in hopes of energizing would-be supporters for a White House contest they said may rank among the most consequential in U.S. history. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Clooney isn't alone in his characterization of his recent exchange with Biden. 

    
    Biden's shaky June 27 debate performance is causing cracks in the White House.
Internal drama, leaks and second-guessing swirls.

	The White House has since faced many questions about Biden's health and medical history. Here's the latest.
	Behind closed doors, Senate Democrats have expressed deep concerns about whether Biden can win November's election.
	The mood for Democrats on Capitol Hill is grimly uncertain, as Biden faces calls to drop out of the race.



    


A person who interacted closely with Biden described the president as vibrant and engaging at a fundraiser in March but, at the Los Angeles event months later, said they noticed a notable diminishment in Biden's presence. 

    


The person, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private interactions with the president, recalled being struck by how tired and "out of it" the president seemed during backstage conversations at the Los Angeles event, adding that they gave Biden the benefit of the doubt for not being as voluble and showing lower energy off-stage because he arrived in Los Angeles after traveling from Italy where he had attended an international summit.
Asked for comment on Clooney's essay, Biden's campaign pointed to the president's letter to congressional Democrats earlier in the week vowing to stay in the race.
His team also disputed the actor's representation of Biden's demeanor during the Los Angeles fundraiser, with campaign officials who attended the event pointing out that the president stayed for more than three hours at the event, despite just having returned from Europe.
Luminaries from the entertainment world have increasingly lined up to help Biden's campaign. Leading up to the fundraiser, Clooney's name appeared on numerous fundraising missives from the campaign, which he called "the fight of our lives."

    


Representatives for Clooney did not immediately return a message seeking comment on insight into his decision, when precisely he had made it or how recently he had spoken with Biden.
Biden has refused to end his reelection bid after his weak debate performance against presumptive Republican nominee Donald Trump on June 27.
___
Kinnard reported from Chapin, South Carolina. She can be reached at http://twitter.com/MegKinnardAP
___
Associated Press writer Aamer Madhani contributed to this story from Washington.
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                    FILE - Former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani talks to reporters as he leaves the federal courthouse in Washington, Dec. 11, 2023. A judge said Wednesday, July 10, 2024, he was leaning toward throwing out Giuliani's bankruptcy case after lawyers and his biggest creditors agreed this was the best way forward. (AP Photo/Jose Luis Magana, File)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- A judge said Wednesday he was leaning toward throwing out Rudy Giuliani 's bankruptcy case after lawyers for the cash-strapped former New York City mayor and his biggest creditors -- two ex-Georgia election workers who won a $148 million defamation judgment against him -- agreed this was the best way forward.
The case has been roiled by creditors' allegations that Giuliani is flouting bankruptcy laws and potentially hiding assets. A dismissal would end his pursuit of bankruptcy protection, but it wouldn't let him off the hook for his debts. His creditors could pursue other legal remedies to recoup at least some of the money they're owed, such as getting a court order to seize his apartments and other assets.
U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Sean Lane said he plans to issue a decision by the end of the week. He scheduled a hearing for 1 p.m. Friday and could make his ruling at that time. Lane ruled out converting the case to a liquidation, an option Giuliani recently proposed, saying that doing so would not be in the best interest of people and entities he's indebted to.

    


"I'm leaning toward dismissal, frankly, because I'm concerned that the past is prologue," Lane said during a hybrid in-person and Zoom status hearing in White Plains, New York. The judge cited what he said was Giuliani's lack of transparency throughout the proceedings. 




Giuliani's lawyer, Gary Fischoff, said dismissing the case would allow the ex-mayor to pursue an appeal in the defamation case, which arose from his efforts to overturn Donald Trump's 2020 election loss. Another alternative would be to have the Chapter 11 case continue while a court-appointed trustee takes control of Giuliani's assets.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

A lawyer for former election workers, Ruby Freeman and her daughter, Wandrea "Shaye" Moss, accused Giuliani of using the bankruptcy process as a "bad-faith litigation tactic" and said "he regards this court as a pause button on his woes while he continues to live his life unbothered by creditors."

    


"The question here is always going to be the cat-and-mouse game of what dollar can be funneled outside of the estate," Freeman and Moss' lawyer Rachel Strickland said. "Out in the real world, outside of bankruptcy, all dollars are fair game for everyone and Mr. Giuliani has to continue to live and do whatever it is he is able to do with his name, likeness and commentary in order to make a living."
Lane scolded Giuliani at one point for interrupting the hearing. The ex-mayor, joining by phone, called Strickland's comments "highly defamatory, your honor."
Philip Dublin, a lawyer for a committee of Giuliani's other creditors, said the committee would rather keep the bankruptcy case going with the appointment of a trustee.
Giuliani filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy reorganization in December, days after Freeman and her daughter won their defamation case. They said Giuliani's targeting of them because of Trump's lies about the 2020 election being stolen led to death threats that made them fear for their lives.

    


Earlier this month, Giuliani requested that the case be converted to a Chapter 7 liquidation -- which would have seen a trustee appointed to take control of his assets and sell them off to help pay creditors. Reconsidering that idea on Wednesday and pushing for a dismissal instead, Fischoff noted that administrative fees related to liquidation would "consume if not 100%, a substantial portion of the assets."
If the bankruptcy is dismissed, Freeman and Moss could bring their effort to collect on the award back to the court in Washington, D.C., where they won their lawsuit, and avoid having to pay more legal fees for bankruptcy court. Lane said a dismissal would include a 12-month ban on Giuliani filing again for bankruptcy protection.
Freeman and Moss, meanwhile, have a pending request before the judge to declare that the $148 million judgment cannot be discharged -- or dismissed -- during Giuliani's bankruptcy.
The bankruptcy is one of a host of legal woes consuming Giuliani, once heralded as "America's Mayor" for his calm and steady leadership after the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001.

    


Last week, the ex-federal prosecutor and 2008 Republican presidential candidate was disbarred as an attorney in New York after a court found that he repeatedly made false statements about Trump's 2020 election loss. He is also facing the possibility of losing his law license in Washington after a board in May recommended that he be disbarred.
In Georgia and Arizona, Giuliani is facing criminal charges over his role in the effort to overturn the 2020 election. He has pleaded not guilty in both cases.
When he filed for bankruptcy, Giuliani listed nearly $153 million in existing or potential debts, including almost $1 million in state and federal tax liabilities, money he owes lawyers, and many millions of dollars in potential judgments in lawsuits against him. He estimated he had assets worth $1 million to $10 million.

    


In his most recent financial filings in the bankruptcy case, he said he had about $94,000 cash in hand at the end of May while his company, Giuliani Communications, had about $237,000 in the bank. A main source of income for Giuliani over the past two years has been a retirement account with a balance of just over $1 million in May, down from nearly $2.5 million in 2022 after his withdrawals, the filings say.
In May, he spent nearly $33,000 including nearly $28,000 for condo and co-op costs for his Florida and New York City homes. He also spent about $850 on food, $390 on cleaning services, $230 on medicine, $200 on laundry and $190 on vehicles.
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            A parishioner prays at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 16, 2024. Reading is 67% Latino, according to U.S. Census figures, and home to high concentrations of people of Dominican and Puerto Rican heritage -- as well as Colombians and Mexicans, who own restaurants and other businesses around town. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Francisco Fernandez, 95, poses for a portrait outside St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Parishioners stand outside St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            A man walks his dog in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            A sign is displayed at the "Latino Americans for Trump" office in Reading, Pa., Sunday, June 16. Political candidates are taking notice of Reading's economic and political power. The 2020 presidential election in Pennsylvania was decided by about 82,000 votes, and -- according to the Pew Research Center -- there are more than 600,000 eligible Latino voters in the state. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Parishioners Rosa Romero, center, and Jesus Romero, right, pray at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Debora Marcano, a member of Iglesia Jesucristo es el Rey (Church Jesus Christ is the King) sings during a service in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 9, 2024. The thriving Latino congregation has shared the building with First Baptist Church for nearly a decade. In a sign of Reading's changing demographics, the aging and shrinking congregation of white Protestants recently donated the building to Iglesia Jesucristo es el Rey. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Parishioners wait for Mass at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Light illuminates the stained-glass windows of St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            The Rev. Juan Eduardo Rodriguez, who later became pastor of St. Margaret's Church, says Mass at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 9, 2024. Most of St. Peter the Apostle, and about two-thirds of Reading's 95,000 residents, are Latino. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Pastors Carol Pagan and her husband, Jose, both from Puerto Rico, engage with parishioners on Sunday, June 9, 2024 at Iglesia Jesucristo es el Rey (Church Jesus Christ is the King), a thriving Latino congregation that shares the building with First Baptist Church in Reading, Pa. The pastors encourage parishioners to vote in the election -- irrespective of who they choose as the president. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            A parishioner prays during a Mass at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            A parishioner holds her daughter in her arms and talk to a child at Iglesia Jesucristo es el Rey (Church Jesus Christ is the King), a thriving Latino congregation that shares the building with First Baptist Church in Reading, Pa., Sunday June 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Mayor Eddie Moran kisses his wife, Ruth Moran, during a family BBQ held at his sister's home in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 16, 2024. "Right now, with the growing Latino population and the influx of Latinos moving into cities such as Reading, it's definitely an opportunity for the Latino vote to change the outcome of an election," the mayor says. "It's not a secret anymore." (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            A man smokes a cigarette in front of the "Latino Americans for Trump" office in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 16. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            The Reading Pagoda, a historic landmark and symbol of the city in Pennsylvania for more than a century is illuminated at night atop Mount Penn, Pa., on Sunday, June 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            The Rev. Juan Eduardo Rodriguez, who later became pastor of St. Margaret Catholic Church, hangs his priestly vestments at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., Wednesday June 12, 2024. Most of St. Peter the Apostle, and about two-thirds of Reading's 95,000 residents, are Latino. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Francisco Fernandez, 95, sits on a pew at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            The Rev. Juan Eduardo Rodriguez, who later became pastor of St. Margaret Catholic Church, walks through St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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        In swing-state Pennsylvania, a Latino-majority city embraces a chance to sway the 2024 election
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            A parishioner prays at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 16, 2024. Reading is 67% Latino, according to U.S. Census figures, and home to high concentrations of people of Dominican and Puerto Rican heritage -- as well as Colombians and Mexicans, who own restaurants and other businesses around town. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Francisco Fernandez, 95, poses for a portrait outside St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Parishioners stand outside St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            A man walks his dog in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            A sign is displayed at the "Latino Americans for Trump" office in Reading, Pa., Sunday, June 16. Political candidates are taking notice of Reading's economic and political power. The 2020 presidential election in Pennsylvania was decided by about 82,000 votes, and -- according to the Pew Research Center -- there are more than 600,000 eligible Latino voters in the state. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Parishioners Rosa Romero, center, and Jesus Romero, right, pray at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Debora Marcano, a member of Iglesia Jesucristo es el Rey (Church Jesus Christ is the King) sings during a service in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 9, 2024. The thriving Latino congregation has shared the building with First Baptist Church for nearly a decade. In a sign of Reading's changing demographics, the aging and shrinking congregation of white Protestants recently donated the building to Iglesia Jesucristo es el Rey. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    7 of 19

                                    
                                    Debora Marcano, a member of Iglesia Jesucristo es el Rey (Church Jesus Christ is the King) sings during a service in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 9, 2024. The thriving Latino congregation has shared the building with First Baptist Church for nearly a decade. In a sign of Reading's changing demographics, the aging and shrinking congregation of white Protestants recently donated the building to Iglesia Jesucristo es el Rey. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            8 of 19 | 
            Parishioners wait for Mass at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Light illuminates the stained-glass windows of St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            The Rev. Juan Eduardo Rodriguez, who later became pastor of St. Margaret's Church, says Mass at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 9, 2024. Most of St. Peter the Apostle, and about two-thirds of Reading's 95,000 residents, are Latino. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Pastors Carol Pagan and her husband, Jose, both from Puerto Rico, engage with parishioners on Sunday, June 9, 2024 at Iglesia Jesucristo es el Rey (Church Jesus Christ is the King), a thriving Latino congregation that shares the building with First Baptist Church in Reading, Pa. The pastors encourage parishioners to vote in the election -- irrespective of who they choose as the president. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            A parishioner prays during a Mass at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            A parishioner holds her daughter in her arms and talk to a child at Iglesia Jesucristo es el Rey (Church Jesus Christ is the King), a thriving Latino congregation that shares the building with First Baptist Church in Reading, Pa., Sunday June 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Mayor Eddie Moran kisses his wife, Ruth Moran, during a family BBQ held at his sister's home in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 16, 2024. "Right now, with the growing Latino population and the influx of Latinos moving into cities such as Reading, it's definitely an opportunity for the Latino vote to change the outcome of an election," the mayor says. "It's not a secret anymore." (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    14 of 19

                                    
                                    Mayor Eddie Moran kisses his wife, Ruth Moran, during a family BBQ held at his sister's home in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 16, 2024. "Right now, with the growing Latino population and the influx of Latinos moving into cities such as Reading, it's definitely an opportunity for the Latino vote to change the outcome of an election," the mayor says. "It's not a secret anymore." (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            15 of 19 | 
            A man smokes a cigarette in front of the "Latino Americans for Trump" office in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 16. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            The Reading Pagoda, a historic landmark and symbol of the city in Pennsylvania for more than a century is illuminated at night atop Mount Penn, Pa., on Sunday, June 16, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            The Rev. Juan Eduardo Rodriguez, who later became pastor of St. Margaret Catholic Church, hangs his priestly vestments at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., Wednesday June 12, 2024. Most of St. Peter the Apostle, and about two-thirds of Reading's 95,000 residents, are Latino. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            Francisco Fernandez, 95, sits on a pew at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., on Sunday, June 2, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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            The Rev. Juan Eduardo Rodriguez, who later became pastor of St. Margaret Catholic Church, walks through St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church in Reading, Pa., Wednesday, June 12, 2024. (AP Photo/Luis Andres Henao)
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                                        READING, Pa. (AP) -- Religion and politics frequently overlap in Reading, an old industrial city in one of the most pivotal swing states of this year's presidential election.
In Pennsylvania, there is early precedent for this kind of thing. The state began as a haven for Quakers and other European religious minorities fleeing persecution. That includes the parents of Daniel Boone, the national folk hero born just miles from Reading, a town where the Latino population is now the majority. 

    
    Biden's shaky June 27 debate performance is causing cracks in the White House.
Internal drama, leaks and second-guessing swirls.

	The White House has since faced many questions about Biden's health and medical history. Here's the latest.
	Behind closed doors, Senate Democrats have expressed deep concerns about whether Biden can win November's election.
	The mood for Democrats on Capitol Hill is grimly uncertain, as Biden faces calls to drop out of the race.



    


Today, the Catholic mayor is also a migrant -- and the first Latino to hold the office in Reading's 276-year history. Mayor Eddie Moran is keenly aware of the pivotal role Pennsylvania could play in the high-stakes race, when a few thousand votes in communities like his could decide the future of the United States.
"Right now, with the growing Latino population and the influx of Latinos moving into cities such as Reading, it's definitely an opportunity for the Latino vote to change the outcome of an election," Moran says. "It's not a secret anymore."

    


A community of spirituality -- and Latinos
In Reading, the sky is dotted with crosses atop church steeples, one after the other. Catholic church pews fill up on Sundays and many stand for the services. Elsewhere, often in nondescript buildings, evangelical and Pentecostal congregations gather to sing, pray and sometimes speak in tongues.


Outside, salsa, merengue and reggaeton music (often sung in Spanglish) blast from cars and houses along city streets first mapped out by William Penn's sons -- and that now serve a thriving downtown packed with restaurants proudly owned by Latinos. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	We want to hear from you: If you didn't vote in the 2020 election, would anything change your mind about voting?
	Read the latest: Follow AP's live coverage of this year's election.




    


This is a place where, when the mayor is told that his town is 65% Latino, he takes pride in saying: "It's more like 70%." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

They believe in their political sway. A Pew Research Center survey conducted in 2022 found that eight in 10 Latino registered voters say their vote can affect the country's direction at least "some."

    


On a recent Sunday, Luis Hernandez, 65, born in Puerto Rico, knelt to pray near the altar at St. Peter the Apostle Catholic Church. Later, walking out after Mass, Hernandez said he'll vote for Trump -- even on the very day of the former president's criminal convictions related to hush money for a porn star.
"Biden is old," Hernandez says, and then reflects on how Trump is only a few years younger. "Yes, but you look at Trump and you see the difference. ... Biden's a good man. He's decent. But he's too old." 
In the weeks after he spoke, many more Americans would join in calls for Biden to withdraw from the race after his debate debacle, which crystallized growing concerns that, at 81, he's too old.
Immigration is a key topic on people's lips
It's not just about Biden's age or debate performance. It's also, Hernandez says, about the border crisis. He says too many immigrants are arriving in the United States, including some he considers criminals. And, he adds, so much has changed since his Dominican-born father arrived in the 1960s -- when, he says, it was easier to enter and stay in America.
For some, there are other issues as well.

    


"It's the economy, immigration and abortion," says German Vega, 41, a Dominican American who became a U.S. citizen in 2015. Vega, who describes himself as "pro-life," voted for Trump in 2020 and plans to do so again in November.
"Biden doesn't know what he's saying. He doesn't know what he's doing, and we have a country divided," Vega says. Trump is "a person of character. ... He looks confident. He never gives up; he's always fighting for what he believes."
Of course, there are some here who just don't favor taking sides -- except if it's for Jesus. Listen to Pastor Alex Lopez, a Puerto Rican who cuts hair in a barber shop on the first floor of his home on Saturdays, and preaches on the second floor on Sundays. 
"We're neutral," he says. "We just believe in God."
A city with deep industrial roots resurges
Reading was once synonymous with iron and steel. Those industries cemented the creation of the Reading Railroad (an early stop on the Monopoly gameboard) that helped fuel the Industrial Revolution and became, in the late 19th century, one of the country's major corporations.

    


Today, the city of about 95,000 people, 65 miles northwest of Philadelphia, has a fast-increasing population. However, it is one of the state's poorest cities, with a median household income of about $44,000, compared to about $72,000 in Pennsylvania.
Reading is 67% Latino, according to U.S. Census figures, and home to high concentrations of people of Dominican and Puerto Rican heritage -- as well as Colombians and Mexicans, who own restaurants and other businesses around town.
Political candidates are taking notice of Reading's political and economic power. The 2020 presidential election in Pennsylvania was decided by about 82,000 votes, and -- according to the Pew Research Center -- there are more than 600,000 eligible Latino voters in the state.

    


It's true that Reading still leans mostly Democratic -- Biden crushed Trump in the city by a margin of about 46 percentage points in 2020. However in that election, voting-age turnout in the city (about 35%) was significantly lower than the rest of the state (about 67%).
But the Trump campaign doesn't want to miss out on the opportunity to turn it around. It recently teamed up with the Republican National Committee and Pennsylvania GOP to open a "Latino Americans for Trump" office in a red-brick building near the Democratic mayor's downtown office.
Moran has made a plea to Biden and other Democrats to take notice and visit Reading before the election. It's crucial, he says.
"I think that it's still predominantly Democratic," he says. "But the candidates need to come out and really explain that to the community."
One development, Moran says, is that religious leaders are now less hesitant to get involved in politics. 
"Things change, even for churches," he says. Clergy "realize the importance that they hold as faith-based leaders and religious leaders and they're making a call of action through their congregations."
The message: Get out and vote
A few blocks from St. Peter's, a crowd gathers inside First Baptist Church, which dates to the late 19th century. 
In a sign of Reading's changing demographics, the aging and shrinking congregation of white Protestants donated the building to Iglesia Jesucristo es el Rey (Church Jesus Christ is the King), a thriving Latino congregation of some 100 worshippers who have shared the building with First Baptist for nearly a decade.
Pastors Carol Pagan and her husband Jose, both from Puerto Rico, recently led prayer. At the end of the service, microphone in hand, the pastors encourage parishioners to vote in the election -- irrespective of who they choose as the president.
"The right to vote is," Carol Pagan says before her husband chimes in: "a civic responsibility."
After the service, the congregation descends to the basement, where they share a traditional meal of chicken with rice and beans. 
"I believe the principle of human rights have to do with both parties -- or any party running," Carol Pagan says. "I always think of the elderly, of the health system, of health insurance, and how it shouldn't be so much about capitalism but more rights for all of us to be well."
Both of the Pagans make clear that they won't vote for Trump. They're waiting, like others, for circumstances that might lead Biden to withdraw, so they can support another Democratic candidate. 
"It's our duty to shield that person with prayer -- it doesn't matter if that person is a Democrat or a Republican," Carol Pagan says. "We owe them that."
___
Associated Press religion coverage receives support through the AP's collaboration with The Conversation US, with funding from Lilly Endowment Inc. The AP is solely responsible for this content.

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/presidential-election-pennsylvania-swing-state-latinos-8a6bb361a20ed0060836be8e753cb29d
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Their Vermont homes were inundated by extreme flooding. A year later, they still struggle to recover

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Video: Lisa Rathke)
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            Lisa Edson-Neveu, 52 poses for a portrait at her house in Montpelier, Vt., July 3, 2024 that was damaged by the 2023 flood. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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            A view of the kitchen in the house of Ed Haggett that was damaged by 2023 flood in Montpelier, Vt, July 3, 2024.. Ed hasn't received reasonable compensation from the government and had to cover all reconstruction expenditures from her own savings. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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            Lisa Edson Neveu, 52, goes through the pictures of 2023 flood while working at the main room of her house in Montpelier, Vt., July 3, 2024 that was damaged by the 2023 flood. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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            Lisa Edson Neveu, 52, cuts flowers in front of her house in Montpelier, Vt., that was damaged by the 2023 flood, July 3, 2024. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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            A view of the Winooski River that flooded the state's capital of Montpelier, Vermont in 2023, in this July 3, 2024 image. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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            Lisa Edson Neveu, 52, works at the main room of her house in Montpelier, Vt., July 3, 2024 that was damaged by the 2023 flood. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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            A kid's bike lies beside the shore of the Winooski River which runs through Montpelier, Vt., July 3, 2024. The river has flooded the state's capital in 2023 causing massive damages. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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            Lisa Edson Neveu, 52 holds a brochure of 1927 flood in Montpelier, Vt. in her hands, July 3, 2024. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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            Ed Haggett, 70 poses for a portrait at his house in Montpelier, Vt., July 3, 2024, that was damaged by the 2023 flood. Haggett is waiting to hear whether the city or the Federal Emergency Management Agency will buy his home. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery.
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            Lisa Edson Neveu, 52, works at the main room of her house in Montpelier, Vt., July 3, 2024 that was damaged by the 2023 flood. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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            Montpelier residents sunbathe by the Capitol building beside State street which was one one of the most damaged parts of the state's capital in result of 2023 flood, July 3 2024. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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            A view of the kitchen in the house of Lisa Edson Neveu that has been damaged by 2023 flood in Montpelier, Vt, July 3, 2024. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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            The Winooski River runs through Montpelier, Vt. in this July 3 2024 photo. The river has flooded the state's capital in 2023 causing massive damages. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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            Main street in Montpelier was one one of the most damaged parts of the state's capital in result of 2023 flood which caused massive damages to the city, July 3 2024. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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            Montpelier residents ride their bikes on State street which was one one of the most damaged parts of the state's capital in result of 2023 flood, July 3, 2024. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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            A view of the Winooski River that flooded the state's capital of Montpelier, Vermont in 2023, in this July 3, 2024 image. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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            A view of the Winooski River that flooded the state's capital of Montpelier, Vermont in 2023, in this July 3 2024 image. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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            The Winooski River runs through Montpelier, Vt. in this July 3, 2024 photo. The river has flooded the state's capital in 2023 causing massive damages. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    18 of 23

                                    
                                    The Winooski River runs through Montpelier, Vt. in this July 3, 2024 photo. The river has flooded the state's capital in 2023 causing massive damages. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            19 of 23 | 
            Ed Haggett, 70 poses for a portrait at his house in Montpelier, Vt., July 3, 2024, that was damaged by the 2023 flood. Haggett is waiting to hear whether the city or the Federal Emergency Management Agency will buy his home. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery.
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            A view of the living room in the house of Ed Haggett that was damaged by 2023 flood in Montpelier, Vt., July 3, 2024. Haggett is waiting to hear whether the city or the Federal Emergency Management Agency will buy his home. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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            Lisa Edson Neveu, 52, works at the main room of her house in Montpelier, Vt., July 3, 2024 that was damaged by the 2023. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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            Lisa Edson Neveu, 52, reads a brochure at her house in Montpelier, Vt., July 3, 2024. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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            Lisa Edson-Neveu, 52 poses for a portrait at her house in Montpelier, Vt., July 3, 2024 that was damaged by the 2023 flood. A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, some homeowners are still in the throes of recovery. (AP Photo/ Dmitry Belyakov)
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                                        MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP) -- A year after catastrophic flooding inundated parts of Vermont, Lisa Edson Neveu and her two teenage sons still live in their flood-wracked home despite unrepaired damage that festers like an open wound: torn-out walls and floors, a missing ceiling in one room and a downstairs bathroom that is no more. The family's kitchen was destroyed so they cook meals on an outdoor grill, an electric frying pan or an air fryer.
"The flood was terrible. The water was high. It was rushing off the back hillside. It was dark, it was stormy. All of this was awful but that isn't the part that's been really traumatic," said Neveu, 52. "That part everybody was amazing, neighbors helped neighbors, the community helped each other. The National Guard was incredible. What has been traumatic and just beyond anything I can even explain is how awful the last year has been."

    


Since last July's flooding that left the capital city of Montpelier under waist-high water, it's been "a battle with insurance companies, the adjusters, the city, the state and FEMA and the federal government and nothing is in line with anything else," Neveu said. 




A year later, the family is still in limbo as the city determines which homes it can elevate -- raise above the flood threat -- or buy with funding allocated by the Legislature. But Neveu and her neighbor doubt the city will have enough money to do all the work and say there isn't a solid plan a year after the flooding.

    
    


    
    
    
    
        
                
            
        
                
            
    
    
        
        
    

    



    
    
    
        AP AUDIO: Their Vermont homes were inundated by extreme flooding. A year later, they still struggle to recover
    

    
    
    AP correspondent Julie Walker reports some Vermont residents affected by flooding a year ago are still struggling.

    


    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

They are not alone. A number of Vermonters in Montpelier, nearby Barre and elsewhere around the state remain in the throes of the flooding aftermath, waiting to hear whether their homes will be elevated or FEMA will buy them out, a process that could take years.
On Wednesday -- the one-year anniversary of last July's flooding -- remnants of Hurricane Beryl were moving through the region and Vermont was preparing for flash flooding into Thursday. A tornado watch was also in effect for much of the state. 

    


Urban search and rescue teams and the Vermont National Guard also were staging ahead of the storm in areas of likely impact, according to Vermont Emergency Management. The National Weather Service has said the storm "will not be like last July's catastrophic flooding but will still pose real dangers where flash flooding occurs," according to the state.
In May, Vermont became the first state to enact a law requiring fossil fuel companies to pay a share of the damage caused by extreme weather fueled by climate change. Republican Gov. Phil Scott allowed the bill to become law without his signature, saying he is very concerned about the costs and outcome of the small state taking on "Big Oil" alone in what will likely be a grueling legal fight. But he acknowledged that he understands something has to be done to address the toll of climate change.
Montpelier Mayor Jack McCullough said the small city is still showing scars from the flooding. 
"It's not over for some people who are here," he said. About a dozen homes were severely damaged. 

    


The city has come back in several ways, he added. Most of the downtown buildings and businesses have reopened and most of the flood victims are back in their homes, he said. 
"We are moving forward but it's still going to take more time," he said.
Mike Miller, the city's planning director, said Neveu's home is at the top of the list to be elevated and if the city does one this year it will be hers unless some unforeseen technical issue arises. Most will likely happen next year, he said. 
"Our goal is to save as many housing units as possible," he said by email. 
More than 3,160 homes statewide had enough damage to merit repair assistance from FEMA, according to Douglas Farnham, the state's chief recovery officer. Towns are still doing assessments of severely damaged homes but so far 200 homeowners are interested in buyouts, he said by email. 
Ed Haggett, 70, who lived next door to Neveu, is one of them. 
"I lived here 47 years," he said. "It was my retirement. I was a single parent, I raised my daughter. I sunk everything into it, paid it off and I thought I was set but I wasn't. I lost everything."

    


For the past year, Haggett has been living with his daughter and grandchildren and their significant others -- seven adults -- while he waits for a decision on whether Montpelier or FEMA will buy his severely damaged home. He can't afford the cost to repair it and plans to get a loan from the Small Business Administration to build an addition onto his daughter's home. But he said the organization lost his application in January for seven weeks, delaying the process.
Haggett's homeowners' insurance only paid for part of the damage, he said. For the past year, he's been sleeping in his daughter's den. The bureaucratic delays and uncertainty take a toll on people's health, he said. 
"It's extremely, extremely, extremely frustrating," Haggett said.

    


McCullough said the city is hoping to have enough funds to get the homes of some of the hardest-hit people elevated or bought out, but wasn't sure when.
In the nearby city of Barre, about 350 residential and commercial structures had some type of damage from last July's flooding, according to city manager Nicolas Storellicastro. Sixty-two applications -- both residential and commercial -- have been submitted for buyouts and 10 homes have been identified for elevations, Storellicastro said.
Down the road in Berlin, last July's flooding mangled the mobile home where Sara Morris, her husband, their three kids and his mother were living. For the past year, they've been staying with her mother and husband, and her brother -- nine people in a three-bedroom house.
"There's no space. We're on top of each other," she said. "It's finally starting to get to where we are cracking at each other. We're snapping, we're arguing a little bit more."
She has her children in counseling because of what the family has endured. 
"I feel like sometimes I've lost kind of my kids a little bit just because of everything we've gone through," she said. 
Last month they were finally able to buy another mobile home and land, about 3 acres (1.21 hectares) in Middlesex. The home arrives in late August and they expect it will be ready for move-in by mid-September. 
"I really wanted to make something better out of what we went through," Morris said. "And I was determined." 
Neveu lives in a flood zone and had flood insurance but it only paid out half, she said. The house wasn't damaged by Tropical Storm Irene in 2011 and she never expected the water to reach the first floor last year.
For now, while the house is in disrepair, she and her boys have strung party lights on the walls, mounted a flat-screen TV, and hung up artwork and a beloved chiming clock. They often spend evenings out on the large porch with friends and enjoy watching the wide Winooski River across the street. 
The family loves seeing downtown Montpelier being rebuilt and businesses reopen but it also makes them feel left behind, she said. 
"It's so bizarrely alienating because we haven't been able to move forward at all," Neveu said. "We're thrilled at any positive movement but it's really crazy a whole year later there isn't even a plan. And not because we haven't tried."
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            President Joe Biden arrives for a visit to AFL-CIO headquarters, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- He's calling in to his favorite morning cable news show, bashing the "elites" of his party and dismissing unfavorable polls. He's even talking up his crowd sizes.
As an increasingly defiant President Joe Biden rejects calls to step aside after a disastrous debate performance, he's been embracing some of the tactics used by a man he calls a mortal threat to democracy: his rival, former President Donald Trump.
Trump has weathered a seemingly never-ending list of controversies, from the Access Hollywood tape that threatened to derail his candidacy weeks before the 2016 election, to his two impeachments, four indictments and conviction on 34 felony charges for falsifying business records. Through it all, Trump has developed a well-worn playbook for confronting allegations. He aggressively denies any wrongdoing. He lashes out at his detractors. And he often disputes what people have seen with their own eyes.

    


To be clear, there are significant differences between the men's approaches. Unlike Trump, Biden has repeatedly acknowledged his poor debate performance, saying he had a bad night. Instead of publicly blaming his advisers, he's said, "Any mistake made is my fault."




But longtime Trump watchers say there is nonetheless something familiar in some of the ways Biden has pushed back at criticism in recent days.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	We want to hear from you: If you didn't vote in the 2020 election, would anything change your mind about voting?
	Read the latest: Follow AP's live coverage of this year's election.




    


It remains to be seen if Biden's efforts to keep his party behind him will work. Many congressional Democrats, worried about his prospects and their own in November, have declined to give him a full vote of confidence, including former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi in an interview Wednesday. Trump, meanwhile, has maintained a tight grip on his party, even after becoming the first former president to be convicted of a felony. He will accept the GOP nomination next week facing no serious opposition.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Former Trump White House communications director Alyssa Farah Griffin, who is now a Trump critic, has called for Biden to withdraw from the race after the debate. She argues that Biden, in trying to hold onto the nomination, is "employing Trump-like tactics" with combative responses, cable news call-ins, pressure on lawmakers and an 'I alone can fix it' attitude.

    


"It very much echoes how Trump operates," she said. "I think Trump has changed the stakes and lowered the bar for how to behave in office and what the expectations are."
Biden's campaign sharply rejects any comparison between the two men and between one debate performance and Trump's presentations.
"President Biden respects and defends our democracy, including the more than 14 million who voted for him to be his party's nominee," said Biden campaign senior spokesperson Sarafina Chitika. "Trump, meanwhile, is a convicted felon who cannot accept that he broke the law or that he lost to Joe Biden by more than 7 million votes. The difference between them couldn't be more clear to voters - and it's why Donald Trump will lose yet again this November."
Pennsylvania Sen. John Fetterman, who traveled with the president over the weekend and has been one of his staunchest defenders in the wake of the debate, scoffed at any comparison to Trump.

    


Instead, he said he saw parallels to his own 2022 race and a debate in which he struggled at times to explain his positions and often spoke haltingly several months after suffering a stroke. 
After that debate, Fetterman acknowledged it didn't go well, and then quickly got back to making the case against his opponent, Dr. Mehmet Oz. Fetterman went on to win his race.
"They predicted I would lose by two points and we won by five," he said. "I refuse to allow a debate to define a great president's legacy, just the way people tried to do that to me."
Echoes of Trump
This week began with Biden calling in to "Morning Joe," a favorite cable news show, where he railed against his naysayers and insisted he will be his party's nominee.
He dared those who doubt him to challenge him at the convention and dismissed those who have called for him to step aside as out of touch with rank-and-file voters, despite recent polling that shows widespread concerns about his age.

    


"I'm getting so frustrated ... by the elites in the party," he said, mocking, in a sing-song voice, the assumption that "they know so much more."
Trump spent many mornings of his 2016 campaign calling in to "Morning Joe" and other morning shows, giving him unfiltered access to millions of viewers and hours of free airtime. He continues to do so, at times, including an interview with Fox News host Sean Hannity that aired Monday night.
Like Trump, Biden has also aggressively dismissed polls he doesn't like, rejecting the notion that he's behind.
"I don't buy that," he said when pressed by ABC's George Stephanopoulos. "How many people draw crowds like I did today?" (Stephanopoulos retorted by telling Biden: "I don't think you want to play the crowd game. Donald Trump can draw big crowds.")

    


Biden has also lashed out at the press, albeit in far less hostile terms than Trump, who casts the news media as the "enemy of the people" and slams any story he dislikes as "fake news."
On an airplane tarmac last Friday, Biden castigated reporters.
"Look, you've been wrong about everything so far," he said. "You were wrong about 2020. You were wrong about 2022 that we were going to get wiped out. Remember the 'red wave'? You were wrong about 2023."
He's even making calls thanking people for defending him on TV -- another Trump hallmark. Rep. Jan Schakowsky of Illinois, said she had received one such call from Biden after an appearance.
Trump has changed the crisis playbook
Eric Dezenhall, a crisis communications expert who has written multiple books on the subject, said Trump in some ways has changed the way people respond to public relations crises.
"Trump pioneered something that a lot of us in this business knew long before he did it, but were not sufficiently ethically challenged to try it. And that includes lying often works and it also includes the idea that apologies do not always work," he said. "The PR industry loves this idea that if you apologize the problem goes away, when in fact an apology can exacerbate a crisis because it confirms for your critics that you did something wrong." 
He said he saw similarities between Biden and Trump -- "He's giving audacity a shot by saying, 'I'm going to stick it out. I'm fine. Pound sand'" -- but said Trump can get away with things other can't.
"Trump is special. Trump can do things other people cannot. And one of the first things you learn in the crisis business is that not all crisis principals are created equal," he said. "Lying is built into Trump's stock price."
Fetterman, meanwhile, offered a long list of differences between Trump and Biden.
He referred to Trump's alleged affair with porn star Stormy Daniels, which the former president denies. "He was never impeached. Not twice either, Joe does not appear to be consumed by revenge. Joe never vowed to pardon all of the Jan. 6 insurrectionists ... Joe never promised to be a dictator."
"I'd like to remind everybody: There's only one person in America that kicked Trump's ass in an election," he added of Biden. "And that's our guy."
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            A Palestinian woman hugs her son wounded in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip in a hospital in Khan Younis, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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            A Palestinian boy wounded in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip is treated in a hospital in Khan Younis, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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            A Palestinian man holds the body of his child killed in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip, at a hospital morgue in Deir al-Balah, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Abdel Kareem Hana)
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            A Palestinian boy wounded in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip is treated in a hospital in Khan Younis, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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            Palestinians wounded in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip are treated in a hospital in Khan Younis, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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            A Palestinian man wounded in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip is treated in a hospital in Khan Younis, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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            A Palestinian man wounded in the Israeli bombardment of the Gaza Strip is treated in a hospital in Khan Younis, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Jehad Alshrafi)
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                                        DEIR AL-BALAH, Gaza Strip (AP) -- The Israeli military urged all Palestinians to leave Gaza City and head south Wednesday, pressing ahead with a fresh offensive across the north, south and center of the embattled territory that has killed dozens of people over the past 48 hours.
The stepped-up military activity came as U.S., Egyptian and Qatari mediators met with Israeli officials in the Qatari capital, Doha, for talks seeking a long-elusive cease-fire deal with Gaza's Hamas militant group in exchange for the release of dozens of Israeli hostages it is holding.
Israel says it is pursuing Hamas fighters that are regrouping in various parts of Gaza nine months into the war. But heavy strikes in recent days along the length of the territory also could be aimed at putting more pressure on Hamas in the cease-fire talks.
In a visit Wednesday to central Gaza, Israel's military chief, Lt. Gen. Herzi Halevi, said forces were operating in different ways, in multiple parts of the territory "to carry out a very important mission: pressure. We will continue operating to bring home the hostages."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


    


Israel informed people in Gaza of the evacuation order by dropping leaflets urging "all those in Gaza City" to take two "safe routes" south to the area around the central town of Deir al-Balah. Gaza City, it said, will "remain a dangerous combat zone."




Months ago, Israel ordered residents of northern Gaza, including Gaza City, to flee south, and much of the population left earlier in the war. Large parts of Gaza City and urban areas around it have been flattened or left a shattered landscape by previous Israeli assaults.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The United Nations says about 300,000 Palestinians have remained in the hard-hit north, with the bulk of those said to be in Gaza City.
Most of Gaza's 2.3 million people are crammed into squalid tent camps in central and southern Gaza.

    


Israeli troops have pushed into parts of Gaza City in recent days, triggering the flight of thousands of Palestinians trying to escape shelling and airstrikes. This past week, the military ordered Palestinians to evacuate from eastern and central parts of the city. 
There was no immediate mass exodus from the city following Wednesday's order. Many Palestinians have concluded that there is no refuge in war-stricken Gaza.
The military, meanwhile, said it wrapped up an operation launched late last month in the Gaza City neighborhood of Shijaiyah, where it killed dozens of militants and destroyed eight underground tunnels.
Wednesday's evacuation order came after a series of deadly strikes over the past two days in other parts of the territory. Israeli bombardment early Wednesday hit four houses in Deir al-Balah and the nearby Nuseirat refugee camp, killing 20 Palestinians.
Among the dead were six children and three women, according to officials at al-Aqsa Martyrs Hospital, where the casualties were taken. An Associated Press reporter counted the bodies. The house hit in Deir al-Balah was inside the "humanitarian safe zone" where Israel has told Palestinians to flee for refuge.

    


The overnight bombardment came hours after Israeli warplanes struck the entrance of a school sheltering displaced families outside the southern city of Khan Younis. The toll from the strike rose to 31 people killed, including eight children, and more than 50 wounded, officials at the nearby Nasser Hospital said Wednesday. 
Footage aired by Al Jazeera television showed kids playing soccer in the school's yard when a sudden boom shook the area, prompting shouts of "a strike, a strike!"
The Israeli army said the airstrike near the school and reports of civilian casualties were under review. It claimed it was targeting a Hamas militant who took part in the Oct. 7 attack on Israel that triggered the war, though it provided no immediate evidence. The military blames civilian deaths on Hamas because the militants fight in dense, urban areas. But the army rarely comments on what it is targeting in individual strikes, which often kill women and children.
In nine months of bombardment and offensives in Gaza, Israel has killed more than 38,200 people and wounded more than 88,000, according to the territory's Health Ministry, which does not distinguish between combatants and civilians in its count. Nearly the entire population has been driven from their homes. Many have been displaced multiple times.

    


During the Oct. 7 raid, militants killed 1,200 people in southern Israel, most of them civilians, according to Israeli authorities. The militants took roughly 250 people hostage. About 120 are still in captivity, with about a third said to be dead.
Israel's new ground assault in Gaza's largest city has prompted what the U.N called a "dangerously chaotic" exodus of people scattering in multiple directions, unsure where to go. Some have fled to other parts of the north. The new Israeli military leaflets encouraged a mass movement south to the purported "humanitarian zone," promising that people leaving Gaza City on the defined routes would not be stopped at Israeli checkpoints. Many Palestinians fear arrest or humiliation by troops at the checkpoints.

    


After Israel on Monday called for an evacuation from eastern and central parts of Gaza City, staff at two hospitals -- Al-Ahli and the Patients Friends Association Hospital -- rushed to move patients and shut down, the United Nations said.
Hospitals in Gaza have often evacuated preemptively at any sign of possible Israeli military action, fearing raids. In the past nine months, Israeli troops have attacked at least eight hospitals, causing the deaths of patients and medical workers along with massive destruction to facilities and equipment. Israel has claimed Hamas uses hospitals for military purposes, though it has provided only limited evidence.
Only 13 of Gaza's 36 hospitals are functioning, and those only partially, according to the United Nations' humanitarian office.
Amid the ongoing violence, international mediators were making a new concerted effort to push through a proposed deal for a cease-fire and release of hostages.
Israel and Hamas had appeared to narrow the gaps in recent days, but obstacles remain, even after Hamas agreed to relent on its key demand that Israel commit to ending the war as part of any agreement.
Hamas still wants mediators to guarantee that negotiations conclude with a permanent cease-fire. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has insisted he will not sign any deal forcing Israel to stop its campaign in Gaza without eliminating Hamas. Hamas on Monday accused Netanyahu of "putting more obstacles in the way of negotiations," including the operations in Gaza City. 
An Egyptian official said the head of Egypt's General Intelligence Service, Abbas Kamel, went to Doha to join discussions over the deal. The official said U.S. and Israeli officials were also attending. The official spoke on condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to brief the press on the meetings.
A day earlier, CIA Director William Burns, who has led the American mediation, met with Egyptian President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi in Cairo.
___
Magdy reported from Cairo. Associated Press Writer Melanie Lidman in Jerusalem contributed to this report.
___
Find more of AP's coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/israel-hamas-war
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Michael Solender and his wife have been together for 42 years. They slept in the same bed for the first 10, taking to separate rooms after that.
Their sleep separation was due to his developing chronic and heavy snoring that eventually led to a diagnosis of sleep apnea and his use of a CPAP machine. 
After the machine eliminated his snoring, they continue to sleep apart in their Charlotte, North Carolina, home because of other issues. He's typically warm at night and she's usually cold.
"For us to maintain separate rooms for sleep just makes for a healthier relationship and a better relationship," said Solender, 66. "There's no shame attached to that. There's no stigma."
Snoring, temperature variations, cover stealers, and tossing and turning often lead to partners sleeping separately. Other issues are also in play, including illness, different work shifts, and partners who go to bed and get up at different times.

    


More than one-third of Americans said they occasionally or consistently sleep in another room to accommodate a bed partner, according to an American Academy of Sleep Medicine study last year. Men are the ones who usually hit the sofa or guest room. 




And, perhaps surprisingly, it's millennials who do it most, rather than older people.

    
    This article is part of AP's Be Well coverage, focusing on wellness, fitness, diet and mental health. Read more Be Well.



    


Dr. Seema Khosla, a pulmonologist and spokesperson for the academy, said achieving adequate sleep, which is usually seven to eight hours for adults, is important for healthy relationships.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Studies indicate that people who consistently experience poor sleep are more likely to experience conflict with their partners, said Khosla, who is the medical director of the North Dakota Center for Sleep, in Fargo.
"It's really a question of people prioritizing their sleep," Khosla said. "I have had patients who have been married like 60 years and they swear that separate bedrooms is a reason."

    


Sleeping separately, she said, "is probably more common than we think."
The same goes for sleep apnea, a leading cause of heavy snoring, Khosla said. Solender said he went to a sleep specialist after realizing the impact sleep deprivation had on himself and his wife.
"I would wake her up and would wake myself up," he said. "I never knew I had sleep apnea. I would say close to 20 years ago, I started falling asleep at red lights. I started falling asleep watching TV or sitting up and reading a book. I felt tired constantly. That's when I knew I had an issue."
Key to making separate sleep spaces work is talking about it beforehand, as Solender did with his wife.
"It's not about avoiding intimacy. It's about recognizing that you can have intimacy, you can have that time together, but then you just sleep apart. That's a really important part of the conversation. Both partners need to understand and agree," Khosla said.
She has seen some reluctance among her patients when she suggests sleeping apart. 
"Usually it's somebody's spouse who is snoring or someone who has a spouse's alarm that wakes them up at four in the morning or something like that. We'll talk about it. And people will push back right away saying, oh, no, no, that's not gonna work for me," she said. 

    


Some, Khosla said, "will sit with it for a minute and they'll think about it, and you can tell that they're kind of like, I would love to do this but how do I tell my partner?"
Tracey Daniels and her husband have been sleeping apart for about four years. Initially, there was no big talk. She just headed to the guest room.
"It started because my husband is a horrible snorer. But also I'm a very light sleeper. He could drop a paperclip on a carpeted floor and I would wake up," said Daniels, who lives in Tryon, North Carolina. 
Later, she said, she initiated a conversation after she was diagnosed with breast cancer and went through surgery. 
"He comes and tucks me in and gives me a kiss," Daniels said.
They rotate their three dogs at night. 
Dr. Phyllis Zee, chief of sleep medicine at Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine and director of a sleep clinic at Northwestern Memorial Hospital in Chicago, said sleep separation is common in her practice.

    


"It would be a great idea to discuss sleep compatibility before you get married. I tend to see it when couples have been married and/or they've been together for some time and have been trying to negotiate this for a while," she said.
Come middle age, Zee said, sleep is less robust. 
"In general, you're more prone to getting things like insomnia or sleep apnea. And so that begins to be bothersome," she said.
While there's no shame in sleeping apart, Zee said technology has helped make sharing a bed easier in some ways. White noise machines, cooling pillows and bedding, mattresses with dual temperature controls and dual control electric blankets can help, Zee said. Some couples have given up sharing blankets, using their own, to make sleep easier.

    


"There's a whole market out there to mitigate some of these issues," she said.
Sleep separation is more accepted now as people have become more aware of the importance of quality sleep to overall health, Zee said. 
"On the other hand, there is research to show there are benefits to sleeping together," she said. "In general, probably the top line is seek professional help before making a decision. Are the issues a sign of a sleep disorder that one can treat?"
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            Alex de Minaur of Australia falls during his fourth round match against Arthur Fils of France at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Monday, July 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Novak Djokovic of Serbia falls during his fourth round match against Holger Rune of Denmark at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Monday, July 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Madison Keys of the United States reacts during her fourth round match against Jasmine Paolini of Italy at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Sunday, July 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy falls to the ground as he celebrates after defeating Giovanni Mpetshi Perricard of France in their fourth round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Monday, July 8, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- There's no single explanation, of course, for all of the injuries to players in the latter stages at Wimbledon this year. This much is certain: The timing could hardly be worse.
The man Novak Djokovic was supposed to face on Wednesday, Alex de Minaur, withdrew hours before their scheduled quarterfinal because he jarred his hip at the end of a victory two days earlier.
"I'm devastated," de Minaur said. "The problem with me going out and playing is that one stretch, one slide, one anything, can make this injury (recovery) go from three to six weeks to four months. It's too much to risk."
Taylor Fritz's fourth-round opponent, Alexander Zverev, slipped on an unworn patch of green grass in his previous match. That caused a bone bruise -- and maybe worse -- that Zverev complained left him on "one leg" in his loss to the American at what the two-time major finalist characterized as a wide open opportunity to grab a first Grand Slam title.

    


Danielle Collins' last Wimbledon appearance before retirement ended with tape wrapped around her hamstring, the work of a trainer during the American's fourth-round loss to 2021 French Open champion Barbora Krejcikova. Collins chalked it up to failing to "think about every little step that you take."




"There's been a ton of injuries on the grass. Left and right, it seems like people are going down. I am, I guess, frustrated that I feel like I was focusing on my tactics and kind of what I needed to do to play at a high level. Usually, I feel like, on other surfaces you're not having to think so critically about your movement," Collins said. "The one second I take my mind off of it, not think about every little thing I'm doing with my footwork, it ends up happening."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The falls keep happening. The injuries are adding up.
"It's unfortunate, obviously," de Minaur said. "You never want to see this."

    


He called his mishap "more of a freak injury," related to the "excessive amount of force" used to slide on grass.
Madison Keys, the 2017 U.S. Open runner-up, was in tears when she stopped because of a hurt leg at 5-all in the third set of a Week 2 match against Jasmine Paolini, who reached Thursday's semifinals.
Emma Raducanu, who won the U.S. Open three years ago, withdrew from mixed doubles -- which was supposed to be Andy Murray's last event at Wimbledon -- because of a sore wrist, then needed a medical timeout later that day after falling in the third set of a singles loss.
No. 17 Anna Kalinskaya cited a bad wrist when she quit in her fourth-round match against 2022 champion Elena Rybakina. No. 10 Grigor Dimitrov retired from his fourth-round match against Daniil Medvedev with a leg problem.
"It's normal for the second week at Wimbledon to be feeling niggling things on your muscles, because it's tough -- the grass, getting down low, coming into the net. It's more on the muscles than the joints on the grass," 2003 Wimbledon finalist Mark Philippoussis said. "So I'm sure lots of people will be feeling it now with little things here and there."

    


Count Djokovic among those who think part of the issue is that all of the rain during the tournament -- so much that the mixed doubles final was shifted from Thursday to Sunday, and play began a half-hour earlier than usual on most courts Wednesday -- has made the grass more slick and the footing less sure.
So has shutting the retractable roofs at Centre Court and No. 1 Court, the only two arenas with that luxury during wet weather.
"Once you close the roof, you know that the grass is going to be more slippery. So there's more chances that players will fall. Unfortunately, some of the falls have caused some of the players to withdraw," Djokovic said.
"It's part of this surface. You can't really change that," added the seven-time champion at the All England Club. "I mean, it's grass. It's a live surface, and it reacts to different conditions."
The pattern began at grass tourneys that preceded Wimbledon.
Marketa Vondrousova retired from a match in Berlin after hurting her right leg there. When she showed up at Wimbledon, she became the first defending champion in 30 years to lose in the first round and acknowledged: "I was a bit scared because of my leg."

    


The woman who beat her last week, Jessica Bouzas Maneiro, stopped at Wimbledon because of a back issue in the third round against Krejcikova.
Frances Tiafoe pulled out of the Queen's Club tournament before Wimbledon after spraining a ligament in his right knee when he took a tumble. Tiafoe played at the All England Club with a black sleeve over his knee and made it to the third round before losing to defending champion Carlos Alcaraz.
Djokovic tore the meniscus in his right knee during a match at the French Open, had surgery and returned to competition less than a month later. Ironically, he thinks it's possible that might have helped him stay upright this fortnight.

    


That's because, years ago, Djokovic was one of the first players to regularly slide on grass the way they do on clay. He has cut down on those movements this time at Wimbledon, being extra careful to avoid risking falls.
"It's probably part of my, I guess, different kind of movement on the court that I've been really experimenting with because of the cautiousness -- because of the knee and everything that was happening prior to the tournament," Djokovic explained. "The first couple rounds, I was still not maybe willing to go (for difficult) balls and slide and make splits."
Other theories include: More and more baseline play on grass, and less serving-and-volleying, creates longer points and extra running, which translate into a greater likelihood of slips; less comfort on grass because players tend to grow up practicing and competing on clay or hard courts; and a brief grass portion of the schedule that doesn't allow for accumulating a lot of experience on the turf.
Then there's the general wear-and-tear of a season.
"Listen, tennis is a very physical sport at the moment. For sure, the rallies are longer. Matches. Scheduling. Finishing late," 2006 Australian Open finalist Marcos Baghdatis said. "It's very demanding on the body. ... A lot of things are changing that (contribute) to players getting injured."
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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                    FILE - A Meta Portal Go is displayed during a preview of the Meta Store in Burlingame, Calif., on May 4, 2022. 4. A deep dive into political ads on Facebook by researchers at Syracuse University has revealed a sprawling web of advertisements that contain misleading information or scams. (AP Photo/Eric Risberg, File)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The online advertisement to Donald Trump supporters was clear enough: Click here, and receive a free Trump 2024 flag and a commemorative coin. All in exchange for taking a quick survey and providing a credit card number for the $5 shipping and handling.
"You'll get two free gifts just by taking this quick poll in support of Trump," says the ad's narrator.
The ad -- which has appeared on Facebook, YouTube and other platforms -- didn't mention the $80 charge that would later appear on credit card statements. Those that clicked were scammed. 
Political advertisements on social media are one of the best ways for candidates to reach supporters and raise campaign cash. But as a new report from Syracuse University shows, weak regulations governing online ads and haphazard enforcement by tech companies also make ads a prime source for misleading information about elections -- and a tantalizingly easy way for con artists to target victims.

    


"There is very little regulation on the platforms," said Jennifer Stromer-Galley, the professor who led the research for the ElectionGraph Project at Syracuse University's Institute for Democracy, Journalism & Citizenship. "It leaves the American public vulnerable to misinformation, disinformation and propaganda."




Stromer's research examined more than 2,200 groups on Facebook or Instagram that ran ads between September and May mentioning one of the presidential candidates. Combined, the ads cost nearly $19 million and were seen more than 1 billion times.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	We want to hear from you: If you didn't vote in the 2020 election, would anything change your mind about voting?
	Read the latest: Follow AP's live coverage of this year's election.




    


Data connected to the ads (and made public by Meta, Facebook's owner) shows that both right- and left-leaning ads targeted older voters more than younger ones. Right-leaning ads were more likely to target men, progressive ads were more likely to target women.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Overall, conservative-leaning organizations bought more ads than progressive-leaning groups. Immigration was the top issue raised in right-leaning ads while the economy dominated progressive ads.

    


Many of the ads contained misleading information, or deepfake video and audio of celebrities supposedly crying during a speech by former First Lady Melania Trump. Stromer-Galley noted that falsehoods in ads about urban crime and immigration were especially common.
While most of the groups paying for the ads are legitimate, others seemed more interested in getting a user's personal financial data than boosting any particular candidate. Using a partnership with the data science firm Neo4j, Stromer-Galley found that some of the pages shared common creators, or ran virtually identical ads. When one page disappeared -- perhaps removed by Facebook moderators -- another would pop up quickly to take its place.
Many of the pages sold Trump-related merchandise such as flags, hats, banners and coins or advertised fictitious investment schemes. The true motive, apparently, was to get a user's credit card information.
The ads promising a free Trump flag were placed by a group called Liberty Defender Group. Emails sent to several addresses listed for the company were not returned, and a phone number for a company representative could not be found. One website associated with the group has moved on from politics, and is now selling devices which claim to improve home energy efficiency.

    


Meta removed most of the network's ads and pages earlier this year after researchers noticed their activity, but the ads are still visible on other platforms. The company says it prohibits scams or content that could interfere with the operation of an election and removes ads that violate the rules. In addition, the company urges its users not to click on suspicious links, or to hand over personal information to untrustworthy sources.
"Don't answer messages asking for your password, social security number, or credit card information," the company said.
The Trump campaign, which has no known ties to the network, did not respond to a message seeking comment.
The researchers at Syracuse were only able to study ads on Meta platforms because other companies do not make such information public. As a result, Stromer-Galley said the public is in the dark about the true amount of misinformation and scams spreading on social media.
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Chaos swirling since Biden's debate flub is causing cracks in a White House known for discipline

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre answered continued questions from reporters regarding President Biden's health during Monday's news briefing.
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            President Joe Biden, left, and first lady Jill Biden applaud before Biden delivers remarks on the 75th anniversary of NATO at the Andrew W. Mellon Auditorium, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre speaks during a press briefing at the White House, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            President Joe Biden delivers remarks on the 75th anniversary of NATO at the Andrew W. Mellon Auditorium, Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Washington. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci)
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            Vice President Kamala Harris waves after speaking at a campaign rally Tuesday, July 9, 2024, in Las Vegas. Harris announced the launch of Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islanders (AANHPI) for Biden-Harris, a national program to mobilize AANHPI voters. (Steve Marcus/Las Vegas Sun via AP)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- Internal drama. Leaks. Second-guessing. The pressure and chaos swirling since Joe Biden's disastrous debate performance is causing cracks in a White House that until now had been marked by discipline and loyalty. 

For three-plus years, the Biden administration has been mostly a restrained and staid operation, defined more by an insistence on showcasing policy and an avoidance of palace intrigue. Aides generally kept any criticism of their boss or their jobs out of the public eye. Not lately, though. 

    
    Biden's shaky June 27 debate performance is causing cracks in the White House.
Internal drama, leaks and second-guessing swirls.

	The White House has since faced many questions about Biden's health and medical history. Here's the latest.
	Behind closed doors, Senate Democrats have expressed deep concerns about whether Biden can win November's election.
	The mood for Democrats on Capitol Hill is grimly uncertain, as Biden faces calls to drop out of the race.



    



White House press secretary Karine Jean-Pierre reflected Tuesday on the extraordinary moment for the president and his team, as questions about the 81-year-old's age and mental capacity threaten to torpedo his reelection dreams. "It has been an unprecedented time," she said of scrutiny of the president. "We are meeting a new moment that has never really existed before."

    



Biden's shaky June 27 debate performance has led to an unusually public blame game, leaks of private phone calls between the president and Democrats and questions about his son Hunter Biden's presence at the White House. It has prompted current White House officials to anonymously vent their concerns about Biden's ability to do the job and even led to the departure of a radio journalist after details emerged that the Biden campaign had fed her and another reporter interview questions. 





Not to mention all the drama playing out on Capitol Hill, where a handful of House Democrats have publicly called for Biden to step aside and there is closed-door hand-wringing by others over whether to publicly come out against the president as party leaders try to bring members to heel. 

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	We want to hear from you: If you didn't vote in the 2020 election, would anything change your mind about voting?
	Read the latest: Follow AP's live coverage of this year's election.




    



Biden has been adamant that he is not leaving the race, and the chorus of criticism may be dying down, but it's not clear yet whether the White House drama has been a momentary lapse or will continue as the nation barrels toward the 2024 election. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    


Andrew Bates, a senior deputy press secretary, said Biden had "restored compassion, honesty, and competence to the Oval Office" and built the most diverse administration in history. 

    



"As President Biden has fought for and delivered the strongest record of any modern administration, there wasn't a single week that Washington didn't doubt him and his team," Bates said. "The staff are deeply proud of him and each other and know the key is to focus on the work and the American people, not the noise."

The buttoned-up vibe at the White House under Biden has been intentional -- he wanted his administration to be viewed as a return to normal governing operations after the leaky Trump White House, when half-baked policies ended up on the front pages and details of private meetings appeared in public sometimes while they were still underway.

It was also reflective of the deep loyalty of Biden's inner circle, where many top advisers have worked with the president for decades. 

Biden's debate performance prompted a surprising amount of public criticism from some of his biggest fans, including former White House communications director Kate Bedingfield, who was on a cable TV panel immediately after the faceoff. 

    



"It was a really disappointing debate performance from Joe Biden. I don't think there's any other way to slice it. His biggest issue was to prove to the American people that he had the energy, the stamina -- and he didn't do that," she said on CNN. 

In private, aides and allies were quietly shaken over how Biden performed in the debate, and wondered whether the campaign was salvageable, particularly as the negative reviews kept pouring in.

At Camp David the weekend after the debate, Biden's family -- in particular Hunter Biden and first lady Jill Biden -- encouraged the president to stay in the race, and questioned whether his staff had prepared him properly. (Biden, for his part, has said firmly the debate disaster was "nobody's fault but mine.")

Not long after, the presence of Hunter Biden -- awaiting sentencing on three felony convictions in a gun case -- at the White House was unsettling to some people, who worried about his influence with his father, according to two Democrats close to the White House who spoke to The Associated Press on condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive matter.

    



And there's been the second-guessing over the long-term strategy to limit Biden's public interactions, especially with journalists, under a mandate led by senior aides. Biden has granted fewer interviews than his modern predecessors, and he's held fewer news conferences than any president since Ronald Reagan.

Bates said the strategy "is and has been for the American people to hear directly from Joe Biden." He noted Biden gave an interview Monday to MSNBC's "Morning Joe," has taken questions from reporters more than 580 times and travels the country speaking to people directly. 

    



White House officials recently vented their concerns about the president and his abilities in stories spread across national media. One official who raised alarms on The New York Times sounded a little like "Anonymous," the Trump staffer who signaled discontent about the Trump presidency in a New York Times op-ed and later went public with his grievances. 

"This is not like the last administration where we try to find out who is speaking or leaking, that's not something we do here," Jean-Pierre said when asked about the official's comments. "Everybody has their opinion." 

She said she had not heard anyone voice criticisms like those appearing in publications. 

In an effort to boost staff morale, Biden chief of staff Jeff Zients urged White House aides last week during an all-staff meeting to tune out the "noise" and focus on the task of governing.

There have also been public missteps. Jean-Pierre told reporters Biden had not been seen by his doctor since his physical, but the president later told campaign workers on a private call that he had been seen by his doctor after he felt sick returning from grueling back-to-back foreign trips. 

White House aides declined for days to explain a neurologist's repeated visits to the White House that had sparked speculation that Biden was getting treatment, and Jean-Pierre misspoke when talking about the issue Tuesday. 

On Sunday, a radio host departed her job after news that she and another interviewer at a different station had asked questions of Biden that had been fed to them by the campaign.

The interviews were meant to be part of an effort to restore faith in Biden's ability not just to govern over the next four years but to successfully campaign, but the revelation only added to criticism that he couldn't handle unscripted questioning. 

After word came out that the White House had offered draft questions to reporters, former White House communications official Michael LaRosa posted withering public criticism:

"Just when you thought the President's communications teams had lost all of their credibility .... they are racing to the bottom and determined to continue humiliating the President and First Family with misguided and BAD media relations practices that erode his standing day by day."

___

Associated Press Writers Aamer Madhani and Zeke Miller contributed to this report. 
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            Lawrence Cheng, whose family owns seven Wendy's locations south of Los Angeles, works in the kitchen at his Wendy's restaurant in Fountain Valley, Calif., June 20, 2024. Cheng used to have nearly a dozen employees at his Fountain Valley location during the day. Now, he only schedules seven for each shift as he scrambles to absorb a dramatic jump in labor costs after a new California law boosted the hourly wage for fast food workers on April 1 from $16 to $20 an hour. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Lawrence Cheng, whose family owns seven Wendy's locations south of Los Angeles, stands for a photo outside his Wendy's restaurant in Fountain Valley, Calif., June 20, 2024. Cheng used to have nearly a dozen employees at the location during the day. Now, he only schedules seven for each shift as he scrambles to absorb a dramatic jump in labor costs after a new California law boosted the hourly wage for fast food workers on April 1 from $16 to $20 an hour. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Lawrence Cheng, whose family owns seven Wendy's locations south of Los Angeles, works on an order in the kitchen at his Wendy's restaurant in Fountain Valley, Calif., June 20, 2024. When California's minimum wage increase went into effect in April, fast food workers across the state went from making $16 to $20 overnight. It's already having an impact, according to local operators for major fast food chains, who say they are reducing worker hours and raising menu prices as the sudden increase in labor costs leaves them scrambling for solutions. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Lawrence Cheng, left, whose family owns seven Wendy's locations south of Los Angeles, works with part-time employee Adriana Ruiz at his Wendy's restaurant in Fountain Valley, Calif., June 20, 2024. When California's minimum wage increase went into effect in April, fast food workers across the state went from making $16 to $20 overnight. It's already having an impact, according to local operators for major fast food chains, who say they are reducing worker hours and raising menu prices as the sudden increase in labor costs leaves them scrambling for solutions. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Part-time employee Adriana Ruiz, 18, works on an order in the kitchen at a Wendy's restaurant owned by Lawrence Cheng and his family in Fountain Valley, Calif., June 20, 2024. California's minimum wage increase that went into effect in April and saw fast food workers across the state go from making $16 to $20 overnight is already having an impact on local operators who say they are reducing worker hours and raising menu prices as the sudden increase in labor costs leaves them scrambling for solutions. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            A customer uses a self-order kiosk to order at a Wendy's restaurant owned by Lawrence Cheng and his family in Fountain Valley, Calif., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Lawrence Cheng, whose family owns seven Wendy's locations south of Los Angeles, hands an order to a customer at his Wendy's restaurant in Fountain Valley, Calif., June 20, 2024. When California's minimum wage increase went into effect in April, fast food workers across the state went from making $16 to $20 overnight. It's already having an impact, according to local operators for major fast food chains, who say they are reducing worker hours and raising menu prices as the sudden increase in labor costs leaves them scrambling for solutions. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Lawrence Cheng, center, whose family owns seven Wendy's locations south of Los Angeles, takes orders from customers at his Wendy's restaurant in Fountain Valley, Calif., June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Part-time employee Adriana Ruiz, 18, cleans a table at a Wendy's restaurant owned by Lawrence Cheng and his family in Fountain Valley, Calif., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Lawrence Cheng, whose family owns seven Wendy's locations south of Los Angeles, works in the kitchen at his Wendy's restaurant in Fountain Valley, Calif., June 20, 2024. Cheng used to have nearly a dozen employees at his Fountain Valley location during the day. Now, he only schedules seven for each shift as he scrambles to absorb a dramatic jump in labor costs after a new California law boosted the hourly wage for fast food workers on April 1 from $16 to $20 an hour. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Lawrence Cheng, whose family owns seven Wendy's locations south of Los Angeles, stands for a photo outside his Wendy's restaurant in Fountain Valley, Calif., June 20, 2024. Cheng used to have nearly a dozen employees at the location during the day. Now, he only schedules seven for each shift as he scrambles to absorb a dramatic jump in labor costs after a new California law boosted the hourly wage for fast food workers on April 1 from $16 to $20 an hour. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Lawrence Cheng, whose family owns seven Wendy's locations south of Los Angeles, works on an order in the kitchen at his Wendy's restaurant in Fountain Valley, Calif., June 20, 2024. When California's minimum wage increase went into effect in April, fast food workers across the state went from making $16 to $20 overnight. It's already having an impact, according to local operators for major fast food chains, who say they are reducing worker hours and raising menu prices as the sudden increase in labor costs leaves them scrambling for solutions. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Lawrence Cheng, left, whose family owns seven Wendy's locations south of Los Angeles, works with part-time employee Adriana Ruiz at his Wendy's restaurant in Fountain Valley, Calif., June 20, 2024. When California's minimum wage increase went into effect in April, fast food workers across the state went from making $16 to $20 overnight. It's already having an impact, according to local operators for major fast food chains, who say they are reducing worker hours and raising menu prices as the sudden increase in labor costs leaves them scrambling for solutions. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Part-time employee Adriana Ruiz, 18, works on an order in the kitchen at a Wendy's restaurant owned by Lawrence Cheng and his family in Fountain Valley, Calif., June 20, 2024. California's minimum wage increase that went into effect in April and saw fast food workers across the state go from making $16 to $20 overnight is already having an impact on local operators who say they are reducing worker hours and raising menu prices as the sudden increase in labor costs leaves them scrambling for solutions. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 9

                                    
                                    Part-time employee Adriana Ruiz, 18, works on an order in the kitchen at a Wendy's restaurant owned by Lawrence Cheng and his family in Fountain Valley, Calif., June 20, 2024. California's minimum wage increase that went into effect in April and saw fast food workers across the state go from making $16 to $20 overnight is already having an impact on local operators who say they are reducing worker hours and raising menu prices as the sudden increase in labor costs leaves them scrambling for solutions. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 9 | 
            A customer uses a self-order kiosk to order at a Wendy's restaurant owned by Lawrence Cheng and his family in Fountain Valley, Calif., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Lawrence Cheng, whose family owns seven Wendy's locations south of Los Angeles, hands an order to a customer at his Wendy's restaurant in Fountain Valley, Calif., June 20, 2024. When California's minimum wage increase went into effect in April, fast food workers across the state went from making $16 to $20 overnight. It's already having an impact, according to local operators for major fast food chains, who say they are reducing worker hours and raising menu prices as the sudden increase in labor costs leaves them scrambling for solutions. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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            Part-time employee Adriana Ruiz, 18, cleans a table at a Wendy's restaurant owned by Lawrence Cheng and his family in Fountain Valley, Calif., Thursday, June 20, 2024. (AP Photo/Jae C. Hong)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Lawrence Cheng, whose family owns seven Wendy's locations south of Los Angeles, took orders at the register on a recent day and emptied steaming hot baskets of French fries and chicken nuggets, salting them with a flourish.
Cheng used to have nearly a dozen employees on the afternoon shift at his Fountain Valley location in Orange County. Now he only schedules seven for each shift as he scrambles to absorb a dramatic jump in labor costs after a new California law boosted the hourly wage for fast food workers on April 1 from $16 to $20 an hour.
"We kind of just cut where we can," he said. "I schedule one less person, and then I come in for that time that I didn't schedule and I work that hour."
Cheng hopes the summer when business is traditionally brisk with students out of school and families traveling or spending more time eating out will bring a better profit that can cover the added costs.

    


Experts say it's still too early to tell the long-term impact of the wage hike on fast food restaurants and whether there will be widespread layoffs and closures. Past wage increases have not necessarily led to job losses. When California and New York nearly doubled their minimum wage previously to $15 compared to the federal level of $7.25 per hour, job growth continued, according to a University of California, Berkeley study.




So far, the industry has continued to show job growth. In the first two months after the law passed April 1, the industry gained 8,000 jobs, compared to the same period in 2023, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. No figures were available yet for June. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Joseph Bryant, executive vice president of the Service Employees International Union, which pushed for the raise, said the industry has not only added jobs under the new law but "multiple franchisees have also noted that the higher wage is already attracting better job candidates, thus reducing turnover."

    


But many major fast food chain operators say they are cutting hours and raising prices to stay in business.
"I've been in the business for 25 years and two different brands and I never had to increase the amount of pricing that I did this past time in April," Juancarlos Chacon, an owner of nine Jersey Mike's in Los Angeles, said.
A turkey sub for under $10? It's now $11.15. While customers are still coming in, he's seeing them cut back -- no drinks, no chips, no dessert.
Since their core business is lunch, Chacon has been reducing staffing in the mornings and evenings. He's also cut a few part-time employees, going from 165 total to about 145.
It wasn't only entry-level workers that got a pay raise. Shift leaders, assistant managers, and everyone else up the ladder had to get raises too, and labor represents about 35% of his costs.
"I'm very nervous," Chacon said. 
Aaron Allen, founder and CEO of a global restaurant consulting firm, said he's gotten panicked calls from California restaurant operators and suppliers that are still recovering from the COVID-19 lockdown. He predicts a growing divide between corporations like McDonalds that have money to invest in automation and reduce costs through "menu reconfiguration, versus smaller, more regional chains that might go under or face a major reduction in stores."

    


Cheng said he has no plans to lay off any of his 250 Wendy's workers and instead has turned to cutting overtime and reducing the amount of workers on each shift. He also raised menu prices about 8% in January in anticipation of the law.
Still he said his books show that he was $20,000 over budget for a two-week pay period.
Jot Condie, president and CEO of the California Restaurant Association, which opposed the minimum wage bill, said businesses are simultaneously feeling the squeeze from rising rents and food costs.
"When labor costs jump more than 25% overnight, any restaurant business with already-thin margins will be forced to reduce expenses elsewhere," Condie said. "They don't have a lot of options beyond increasing prices, reducing hours of operation, or scaling back the size of their workforce."

    


Julieta Garcia, who's been at a Pizza Hut in Los Angeles for a little over a year, said she's now working five days instead of six. But that's not a bad thing, she said, since she can spend more time with her 4-year-old son. The extra money means she can pay her cellphone bill on time, instead of having to turn off service, and take her son to get his tonsils checked out, she said.
Howard Lewis, a 63-year-old retiree who works at a Wendy's in Sacramento, said he has been investing his extra money.
"Today was payday and I bought $500 worth of stock," said Lewis. He's also helping his ex-wife fix the brakes on her car.
Gov. Gavin Newsom said the hike was necessary to give the state's more than half a million fast food workers a living wage.

    


"We are a state that gives a damn about fast food workers -- who are predominantly women -- working two and a half jobs to get by," Newsom stated in his state-of-the-state address posted on social media.
For Enif Somilleda, a general manager at a Del Taco in Orange County, the raise has been a mixed bag. She used to have four people working per shift. She now only has two.
"Financially it has helped me," she said. "But I have less people so I have to do a lot more work."

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/california-mcdonalds-wendys-fast-food-minimum-wage-59dde9b19e411279f744e44439872c7a



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Sports
    
  




  
    
      
        
          	
            Top news
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Politics
          
        

      

      Sports

      
        McIlroy opens with 65 to get in the mix at Scottish Open in his first tournament since U.S. Open
      

      
        For USA Basketball, the long road to Paris gets off to a good start
      

      
        Here's what you need to know about the NBA's upcoming 11-year, $76 billion media rights deal
      

      
        Carlos Alcaraz faces Daniil Medvedev, and Novak Djokovic plays Lorenzo Musetti in Wimbledon's semis
      

      
        US women's basketball team looks to continue Olympic dominance, seeking 8th straight gold in Paris
      

      
        Euro 2024 in pictures: Triumph for England and Spain, heartbreak for host Germany
      

      
        French rugby players suspected of assault in Argentina moved to western city for court appearance
      

      
        Last 2 Pac-12 teams determined to fight on, promise a bright future
      

      
        Bill Belichick joining 'Inside the NFL' for upcoming season
      

      
        Roglic crashes near finish of stage won by Girmay on Tour de France
      

      
        North Carolina senator's top aide now CEO of Carolina Hurricanes parent company
      

      
        Tour de France Results
      

      
        Prime Time in Big 12: Colorado coach Deion Sanders says he is 'judged on a different scale'
      

      
        Ireland drop captain O'Mahony and rule out Aki for 2nd Springboks test
      

      
        AP PHOTOS: Fans of Copa America Show their spirit- Photo Collection
      

      
        Austin and Miami keep F1 sprint races for 2025. Belgium replaces Austria
      

      
        A cyclist finds his special spot in vineyard-rich Burgundy by taking a different path
      

      
        Single-A California League Glance
      

      
        High-A Northwest League Glance
      

      
        Triple-A Pacific Coast League Glance
      

      
        High-A South Atlantic League Glance
      

      
        Frontier League Glance
      

      
        Triple-A International League Glance
      

      
        A's cool off Red Sox with 5-2 win at Fenway behind Butler and Sears
      

      
        Perez homers in both games of doubleheader, Royals sweep Cardinals with 6-4 and 8-5 victories
      

      
        Framber Valdez strikes out 10 in 7 innings, Joey Lopefido homers as Astros beat Marlins 9-1
      

      
        Atlantic League Glance
      

      
        Jose Iglesias' latest big hit lifts Mets to 6-2 win over Nationals
      

      
        New Zealand, England each make one lineup change for 2nd rugby test at Auckland's Eden Park
      

      
        Grisham drives in 2 runs, New York bullpen shines to help struggling Yankees beat Rays 2-1
      

      
        Hilliard homers twice, Freeland has nine Ks as Rockies hold on to beat Reds 6-5
      

      
        
          	
            Top news
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Politics
          
        

      

    

  

  
    McIlroy opens with 65 to get in the mix at Scottish Open in his first tournament since U.S. Open | AP News
    
  




  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



McIlroy opens with 65 to get in the mix at Scottish Open in his first tournament since U.S. Open

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            DOUG FERGUSON

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        NORTH BERWICK, Scotland (AP) -- Rory McIlroy took his first step toward moving on from his U.S. Open collapse and felt just as good about the state of his game. He opened with a 5-under 65 on Thursday and was in the mix on a cool, breezy day at the Scottish Open.
Maximilian Kieffer of Germany and Haotong Li of China set the early pace at The Renaissance Club with a 64 on a links-styled course that yielded low scoring with only a moderate wind.
McIlroy took a week away from his golf clubs after the U.S. Open, where he missed two short putts over the final three holes and finished one shot behind Bryson DeChambeau at Pinehurst No. 2.
He is trying to look at the big picture. He says the U.S. Open was a great week except for the closing four holes. McIlroy talked about his victory at the Wells Fargo Championship and good finishes at three other tournaments.

    


"I'm not going to let three or four holes cloud my judgment in terms of how good I'm playing," he said. "I knew to play the golf that I did the whole way through June ... it wasn't just the U.S. Open. I played well at the Canadian Open and at Memorial before that even, and PGA and Quail Hollow. My game has been in good shape and it was in good shape coming in here.




"It's just a matter of going out there and focusing on the task at hand and not letting your mind wander too much," he said. "I felt like I did a good job of that today."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It helps to chip in for eagle from behind the green on the par-5 third hole, which eased some of the disappointment of missed birdie chances in the middle of his second nine. McIlroy is the defending champion, with one eye on winning again and another on next week at Royal Troon for the British Open.
Kieffer was flawless and reached 7 under until he found a fairway pot bunker on the closing hole, leading to his only bogey.
"I drove it well, picked smart targets on the greens and holed a lot of putts. Really the momentum was there all day," Kieffer said. "I had a great start and Haotong was playing well. There was so much momentum in the group all day. Surprisingly golf feels pretty easy."

    


Li played alongside and piled up eight birdies, also dropping a shot on the 18th hole when he went from the right rough to the left rough.
Among those playing in the afternoon were Justin Thomas and Thomas Detry, and both already were at 6 under early on the back nine.
It's a big week for Detry, who is not yet eligible for the British Open even though he has been hovering around the top 50 in the world. He was in the UK last week to try regional qualifying, coming up short. The leading three players from the Scottish Open will get a spot at Royal Troon.
Kieffer and Li currently are not in the Open, either. 
One shot behind was a group that included John Deere Classic winner Davis Thompson, along with Tommy Fleetwood, Corey Conners and Alex Noren.
Scoring was so good that the worst score posted from the morning wave was a 74.
___
AP golf: https://apnews.com/hub/golf
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            United States head coach Steve Kerr calls out to players during the first half of an exhibition basketball game against Canada, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Steve Marcus)
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            United States forward LeBron James (6) takes the ball up-court during the first half of an exhibition basketball game against Canada, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Steve Marcus)
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- Stephen Curry drove to the basket, laid the ball in, got fouled and ended up on the floor after drawing the contact.
He noticed he was near the on-court photographers. So, he decided to go viral.
Curry posed for a few seconds -- one hand on his hip, the other on the side of his head, while giving those cameras a wide-eyed look -- before getting to his feet. The showman put on a show in his debut with the U.S. Olympic basketball team, scoring 12 points in 19 minutes and helping the Americans beat Canada 86-72 in their exhibition opener on Wednesday night.
"Just having fun," Curry said. "Got to the basket and I slid across. I was trying to get back up, but I got stuck so I just wanted to pose and give myself a second. You know I like to have fun and enjoy myself and it didn't take long for me to find an opportunity tonight."

    


There was a lot to like -- and in fairness, plenty not to like -- for the Americans in their first tune-up for the Paris Olympics.
First, they won. All 10 available players contributed; they all got between 17 and 21 minutes except for Joel Embiid, who was limited to 12 only because of foul trouble. There were highlights -- social media went wild for the Curry pose and a LeBron James chase-down block that led to a 3-pointer for Devin Booker -- and there were plenty of mistakes that can be quickly cleaned up.




"We needed to set a tone for how we want to play," U.S. coach Steve Kerr said. "And I think we did that."

    
    Paris Olympics

	The Olympics are more than fun and games. They're a billion-dollar business with political overtones.
	Breakdance will make it's debut as an Olympic sport in Paris.. Here's what else will be different at this year's games.
	Follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.



    


And now, the real work begins.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The team flies to Abu Dhabi -- the next stop on the pre-Olympic tour -- on Thursday for a few days of practices and two more exhibitions. Kawhi Leonard won't be on the flight; the Americans decided it wasn't in his best interest to try to play this summer, so they replaced him with Derrick White, who'll be on the way in a few days.
All that went down Tuesday night, as USA Basketball was also celebrating its 50th anniversary with a gala -- and President Barack Obama was one of the speakers, telling the team about what it means to represent the country on the Olympic stage.

    


"It's always a treat when you get to talk to one of the greatest people this world has ever seen, in my opinion," James said. "His vision, his mindset, his words are always resonating, in more ways than one. To be able to sit down with a former president, a friend of mine that I really call a dear friend, it's pretty awesome."
Obama was there Wednesday night, one of more than 20,000 people at the arena in Las Vegas to watch a glorified scrimmage. It was the biggest crowd for a game in the arena's history, USA Basketball said. There were "U-S-A! U-S-A!" chants, there were past gold medalists in the crowd, gold-medal-winning coaches like Mike Krzyzewski sitting courtside.
Like Kerr said, the night set a tone. And now the Americans leave the U.S. for a month, looking for a fifth consecutive gold.
"This is always a fun format when you get this collection of guys together," Curry said. "It's a test and a challenge to try and figure out the chemistry, just the flow and the rhythm."
So far, so good.
___
AP Summer Olympics: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games
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            FILE - NBA basketballs and the NBA Finals logo are seen on the court prior to Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series between the San Antonio Spurs and Miami Heat, Thursday, June 5, 2014, in San Antonio. The NBA has agreed to terms on its new media deal, an 11-year agreement worth $76 billion that assures player salaries will continue rising for the foreseeable future and one that will surely change how some viewers access the game for years to come. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)
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            FILE - An NBA logo is seen at center court prior to an NBA basketball game between the Los Angeles Clippers and the Los Angeles Lakers, Thursday, July 30, 2020, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. The NBA has agreed to terms on its new media deal, an 11-year agreement worth $76 billion that assures player salaries will continue rising for the foreseeable future and one that will surely change how some viewers access the game for years to come. (Mike Ehrmann/Getty Images via AP, Pool, File)
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            FILE - NBA Commissioner Adam Silver talks to reporters before Game 1 of basketball's NBA Finals between the Boston Celtics and the Dallas Mavericks, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Boston. The NBA has agreed to terms on its new media deal, an 11-year agreement worth $76 billion that assures player salaries will continue rising for the foreseeable future and one that will surely change how some viewers access the game for years to come. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)


            Read More
        
    



                

            
        
    

    
        
    
    
    
    

    


    
    
        Here's what you need to know about the NBA's upcoming 11-year, $76 billion media rights deal

        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
 
    
    [image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            1 of 3 | 
            FILE - NBA basketballs and the NBA Finals logo are seen on the court prior to Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series between the San Antonio Spurs and Miami Heat, Thursday, June 5, 2014, in San Antonio. The NBA has agreed to terms on its new media deal, an 11-year agreement worth $76 billion that assures player salaries will continue rising for the foreseeable future and one that will surely change how some viewers access the game for years to come. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    1 of 3

                                    
                                    FILE - NBA basketballs and the NBA Finals logo are seen on the court prior to Game 1 of the NBA Finals basketball series between the San Antonio Spurs and Miami Heat, Thursday, June 5, 2014, in San Antonio. The NBA has agreed to terms on its new media deal, an 11-year agreement worth $76 billion that assures player salaries will continue rising for the foreseeable future and one that will surely change how some viewers access the game for years to come. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            2 of 3 | 
            FILE - An NBA logo is seen at center court prior to an NBA basketball game between the Los Angeles Clippers and the Los Angeles Lakers, Thursday, July 30, 2020, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. The NBA has agreed to terms on its new media deal, an 11-year agreement worth $76 billion that assures player salaries will continue rising for the foreseeable future and one that will surely change how some viewers access the game for years to come. (Mike Ehrmann/Getty Images via AP, Pool, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    2 of 3

                                    
                                    FILE - An NBA logo is seen at center court prior to an NBA basketball game between the Los Angeles Clippers and the Los Angeles Lakers, Thursday, July 30, 2020, in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. The NBA has agreed to terms on its new media deal, an 11-year agreement worth $76 billion that assures player salaries will continue rising for the foreseeable future and one that will surely change how some viewers access the game for years to come. (Mike Ehrmann/Getty Images via AP, Pool, File)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            3 of 3 | 
            FILE - NBA Commissioner Adam Silver talks to reporters before Game 1 of basketball's NBA Finals between the Boston Celtics and the Dallas Mavericks, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Boston. The NBA has agreed to terms on its new media deal, an 11-year agreement worth $76 billion that assures player salaries will continue rising for the foreseeable future and one that will surely change how some viewers access the game for years to come. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    3 of 3

                                    
                                    FILE - NBA Commissioner Adam Silver talks to reporters before Game 1 of basketball's NBA Finals between the Boston Celtics and the Dallas Mavericks, Thursday, June 6, 2024, in Boston. The NBA has agreed to terms on its new media deal, an 11-year agreement worth $76 billion that assures player salaries will continue rising for the foreseeable future and one that will surely change how some viewers access the game for years to come. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa, File)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            JOE REEDY

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        The NBA might not be happy with the NFL making Christmas Day a regular part of its schedule. However, its new media rights deals nearly put the two leagues in the same economic arena.
The NBA's 11-year, $76 billion contract package would kick in with the 2025-26 season. The deal is for the same number of years as the NFL's most recent agreement, which began with the 2023 season.
The deals with ESPN/ABC, NBC and Amazon Prime Video will average $6.9 billion per season. The NFL averages $10 billion per year, but that is with five networks. Depending on how things fare with TNT Sports, the NBA could cross the $7 billion threshold.
The NFL remains the top attraction because of its ratings and advertising prowess. The NBA is a firm second and can command top dollar due to its younger viewers as well as having a ton of content.
When does this become final?
At least not for a couple of weeks. The NBA has a board of governors meeting in Las Vegas next week and could approve the deal there. Once the league sends the finished contracts to TNT Sports, it would have five days to match one of the deals.

    


Does TNT Sports have any chance?
Very slim. And if the NBA really wanted to keep one of its legacy partners in the game, it could have carved out a limited fourth package of games by now.




With TNT's recent acquisitions of the French Open, College Football Playoff early-round games, the Big East and Mountain West, it appears owner Warner Bros. Discovery is preparing for life without the NBA in the fall of 2025. Turner Sports has had the NBA since 1984.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

TNT Sports is paying $1.4 billion per season. Considering the amounts of the three proposed packages, that would make the Prime Video rights the one it would be likely to try to match.
Why is the deal so long? 

Leagues want economic certainty. For the networks and media companies that hold the rights, live sports continue to be prime real estate for advertisers.
How will this benefit the fan?
You may need to go to your channel guide often, but during the last three months of the regular season there will be a national NBA telecast every night on either ABC, ESPN, NBC, Peacock or Prime Video.

    


Who has the top package?
ESPN and ABC will continue to be home to the league's marquee matchups, as well as the NBA Finals. 
Even though the NBA will have two broadcast partners for the first time, the Walt Disney Company was adamant about not sharing the Finals. It will cost Disney $2.6 billion per year, which is just shy of the $2.7 billion per season it pays to the NFL for "Monday Night Football," two playoff games and the Super Bowl in 2027 and 2031.
Under the current nine-year deal which expires next season, ESPN/ABC pay $1.4 billion per year.
Welcome back, NBC
The network that carried all six of Michael Jordan's title runs with the Chicago Bulls and the first three of Shaquille O'Neal and Kobe Bryant's championships with the Los Angeles Lakers returns after carrying games from 1990 through 2002.
NBC will air a Sunday night package of games once the NFL regular season is over as well as NBA All-Star Weekend. It will regularly air games on Tuesday nights and have a package of Monday games streaming on Peacock.

    


NBC's deal averages $2.5 billion per season, which is more than the $2 billion it gives to the NFL for "Sunday Night Football." 
Dose this mean 'Roundball Rock' is coming back?
Yes. You don't have to wait until the fall of 2025 to hear it though because NBC licenses it for its basketball coverage during the Olympics.
Is the NBA entering the streaming world?
Yes, with Prime Video. It will carry games on Thursday night after the NFL regular season ends, along with games on Friday and Saturday.
Prime Video will also be the main network for the in-season tournament. It will average paying $1.8 billion per season (its deal with the NFL averages $1.1 billion per year).
Because ABC has the NBA Finals, who gets the rest of the playoffs?
All the networks will have games during the first two rounds. When it comes to the conference finals, ESPN/ABC has one series each season while NBC and Amazon Prime Video will alternate who carries the other one.
What does this mean for the NBA?
Labor peace was achieved with a new Collective Bargaining Agreement. The media rights are about to be done. That puts expansion by at least two teams to 32 on deck. The expansion fees will also carry a nice financial windfall for teams.

    


For players, it means the league's salary cap will see an annual 10% increase. Get ready for the possibility that the top players may be earning somewhere near $100 million per season by the mid-2030s.
Is the WNBA part of this rights deal?
Yes. All three partners will carry games. ESPN/ABC and Prime Video already have games while NBC will return to carrying the WNBA after doing the first six seasons (1997 through 2002). It is possible the WNBA could still add more partners like it has in recent seasons.
___
AP Basketball Writer Tim Reynolds contributed to this report.
___
AP NBA: https://apnews.com/hub/NBA
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            Carlos Alcaraz of Spain plays a forehand return to Ugo Humbert of France during their fourth round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Sunday, July 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Carlos Alcaraz of Spain plays a shot back between his legs to Ugo Humbert of France during their fourth round match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Sunday, July 7, 2024. (AP Photo/Alberto Pezzali)
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            Daniil Medvedev of Russia plays a forehand return to Jannik Sinner of Italy during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Serbia's Novak Djokovic reacts with with his daughter, Tara, and son, Stefan during a practice session, at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (John Walton/PA via AP)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy reacts after winning a point against Taylor Fritz of the United States during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Carlos Alcaraz of Spain plays a forehand return to Tommy Paul of the United States during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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            Serbia's Novak Djokovic reacts with with his daughter, Tara, and son, Stefan during a practice session, at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (John Walton/PA via AP)
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            Lorenzo Musetti of Italy reacts after winning a point against Taylor Fritz of the United States during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Mosa'ab Elshamy)
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            Carlos Alcaraz of Spain plays a forehand return to Tommy Paul of the United States during their quarterfinal match at the Wimbledon tennis championships in London, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Kirsty Wigglesworth)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Carlos Alcaraz's ability to hit any type of shot, from any position on the court, on any surface, keeps fans on the edge of their seats.
Keeps other players guessing, too.
Alcaraz delights in all of that -- he loves putting on a show just as much as he enjoys knowing he makes the guys on the other side of the net uncomfortable -- and figures it can only help him in the Wimbledon semifinals against Daniil Medvedev on Friday.
It's beneficial, Alcaraz said, that opponents need to focus on whether he'll be "able to be back (in) the point or ... able to hit an unbelievable shot."
"For me," he said, "it's great that they're thinking about it."
Alcaraz, the No. 3 seed, is seeking a second consecutive trophy at the All England Club and fourth Grand Slam title overall. His triumph last month at the French Open made him, at 21, the youngest man to collect a major trophy on hard, grass and clay courts.

    


Medvedev, who is seeded No. 5 and defeated No. 1 Jannik Sinner in the quarterfinals, won the 2021 U.S. Open but is just 1-5 in major finals.
The other match Friday will be No. 2 Novak Djokovic, who has won seven of his men's-record 24 Slam championships at Wimbledon, against No. 25 Lorenzo Musetti, making his debut in a major semifinal.




"Against him, you are probably more stressed, because he's probably the best player ever -- or one of the best players ever," said the 22-year-old Musetti, who beat Taylor Fritz in five sets on Wednesday, while Djokovic got the day off because his foe, Alex de Minaur, withdrew with an injured hip.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"You walk on court with a different mentality," said Musetti, whose 1-5 record against Djokovic includes a five-set loss at this year's French Open that ended at after 3 a.m. "If I play in a certain way, I could have my shot in the next round."
Alcaraz vs. Medvedev is a rematch from last year's semifinals, when Alcaraz won in straight sets before getting past Djokovic in the final.

    


It also offers a contrast between a talented attacker (Alcaraz) and a consummate defender (Medvedev).
"The most difficult thing about facing Daniil, or the most special thing about him, is he can reach every ball," Alcaraz said. "Well, he is like a wall. Every ball bounces back."
Asked what Alcaraz's best quality is, Medvedev began this way: "To be honest, everything."
That sounds like an exaggeration.
Might not be.
"That's where it's tough to play against him, because you know whatever shot you hit, he can hit a winner from there. So you try to make his life difficult. You try to hit the shot as good as you can. Maybe he goes for it and he cannot make it," said Medvedev, who has won just two of their previous six encounters.
"Carlos can do whatever, from any position," Medvedev said, "and that's not easy to play against."
Tommy Paul, the 12th-seeded American who lost to Alcaraz in the quarterfinals, put something else on the lengthy list of the Spaniard's attributes.
"He moves unbelievably well. He's probably the quickest player. It's very hard to get the ball by him," Paul said. "Grass suits him. He moves incredible on the grass. It's not easy to change direction the way that he does. He stays pretty low. Yeah, I mean, it's not easy."

    


And then, in a nod to the sort of highlight-reel material Alcaraz regularly produces, Paul added: "Half of the job when you're out there is not to let him win one of those crazy points -- because when he does, he kind of gets on a roll."
___
Howard Fendrich has been the AP's tennis writer since 2002. Find his stories here: https://apnews.com/author/howard-fendrich
___
AP tennis: https://apnews.com/hub/tennis
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            FILE - United States' Diana Taurasi (12) drives around Serbia's Sasa Cado (6) during women's basketball semifinal game at the 2020 Summer Olympics, Friday, Aug. 6, 2021, in Saitama, Japan. The U.S. women's basketball team is on a historic run, winning seven straight Olympic gold medals. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)
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            FILE - United States' Brittney Griner (15) runs up court during the women's basketball gold medal game against Japan at the 2020 Summer Olympics, Aug. 8, 2021, in Saitama, Japan. It's definitely a special time for Brittney Griner, who is back for the Olympics. She missed the 2022 World Cup when she was wrongfully detained in Russia for 10 months. She has said that she'll only go overseas to play with USA Basketball. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)
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            FILE - China's Gao Song, right, tries stop Australia's Lauren Jackson during their women's quarterfinal basketball game at the 2012 Summer Olympics in London, Aug. 7, 2012. Australia will receive a huge lift with the return of Lauren Jackson, who returned for the 2022 World Cup in Australia and led the team to a bronze medal.(AP Photo/Lefteris Pitarakis, File)
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            FILE - Dallas Wings forward Satou Sabally brings the ball up during the team's WNBA basketball game against the Phoenix Mercury, June 7, 2023, in Arlington, Texas. Germany is making its first Olympic appearance led by the Sabally sisters: Nyara and Satou. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez, File0
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            FILE - United States's Brittney Griner (15) takes a selfie with teammates posing with their gold medals during the medal ceremony for women's basketball at the 2020 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 8, 2021, in Saitama, Japan. The U.S. women's basketball team is on a historic run, winning seven straight Olympic gold medals. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)
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        US women's basketball team looks to continue Olympic dominance, seeking 8th straight gold in Paris
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            FILE - United States' Diana Taurasi (12) drives around Serbia's Sasa Cado (6) during women's basketball semifinal game at the 2020 Summer Olympics, Friday, Aug. 6, 2021, in Saitama, Japan. The U.S. women's basketball team is on a historic run, winning seven straight Olympic gold medals. (AP Photo/Eric Gay, File)
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            FILE - United States' Brittney Griner (15) runs up court during the women's basketball gold medal game against Japan at the 2020 Summer Olympics, Aug. 8, 2021, in Saitama, Japan. It's definitely a special time for Brittney Griner, who is back for the Olympics. She missed the 2022 World Cup when she was wrongfully detained in Russia for 10 months. She has said that she'll only go overseas to play with USA Basketball. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)
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            FILE - China's Gao Song, right, tries stop Australia's Lauren Jackson during their women's quarterfinal basketball game at the 2012 Summer Olympics in London, Aug. 7, 2012. Australia will receive a huge lift with the return of Lauren Jackson, who returned for the 2022 World Cup in Australia and led the team to a bronze medal.(AP Photo/Lefteris Pitarakis, File)
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            FILE - Dallas Wings forward Satou Sabally brings the ball up during the team's WNBA basketball game against the Phoenix Mercury, June 7, 2023, in Arlington, Texas. Germany is making its first Olympic appearance led by the Sabally sisters: Nyara and Satou. (AP Photo/Tony Gutierrez, File0
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            FILE - United States's Brittney Griner (15) takes a selfie with teammates posing with their gold medals during the medal ceremony for women's basketball at the 2020 Summer Olympics, Sunday, Aug. 8, 2021, in Saitama, Japan. The U.S. women's basketball team is on a historic run, winning seven straight Olympic gold medals. (AP Photo/Charlie Neibergall, File)
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                                        The U.S. women's basketball team is on a historic run, winning seven straight Olympic gold medals. While no one has come close to ending that streak, the rest of the world is getting better. 
The Americans, who haven't lost an Olympic contest since 1992, won by an average of 16 points in the Tokyo Games. That was their smallest margin of victory since the streak started at the 1996 Atlanta Games. 
The biggest challenge for the U.S. will once again be the limited prep time to practice as unit. The complete team will be together for the first time right before the Paris Games.
"The rest of the world is definitely improving," six-time Olympic participant Diana Taurasi said. "It's not as easy as it's looked over the years."
The 42-year-old Taurasi would know; she has been a part of the last five U.S. Olympic teams. She will be going for a record sixth gold medal in Paris.

    


The U.S. is trying to break a tie with the American men's basketball team for most consecutive gold medals. The men won seven straight from 1936-68. The two basketball teams hold the longest streak for golds in a traditional team sport in Olympic history.




The Americans understand what's ahead and are focused on the present and not their past. The goal is just to win in Paris and not look at the bigger picture of continuing the dynasty.

    
    Paris Olympics

	The Olympics are more than fun and games. They're a billion-dollar business with political overtones.
	Breakdance will make it's debut as an Olympic sport in Paris.. Here's what else will be different at this year's games.
	Follow all of AP's coverage of the Summer Games.



    


"That can't be your every day thought and then you lose sight of what it takes to get there," U.S. coach Cheryl Reeve said. "That's the biggest thing you have to block out. There's a huge narrative we can't escape with this being one of the greatest sports dynasties ever. It's our first experience together with this group and this is our special journey, it's about one gold medal."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

It's definitely a special time for Brittney Griner, who is returning to the team for the Olympics. She missed the 2022 World Cup when she was wrongfully detained in Russia for 10 months. She has said that she'll only play overseas with USA Basketball.

    


"We were all thinking of BG when she was away and we didn't know if this moment would be possible," Reeve said. "I'm thrilled for her personally and thrilled for our basketball team."
The Americans are in a pool with Japan, Belgium and Germany. The Japanese team were silver medalists at the 2021 Tokyo Games. Group A features Serbia, Spain, China, and Puerto Rico. Group B is comprised of Canada, France, Australia and Nigeria.
Play begins on Sunday, July 28 and ends with the gold medal game on the final day of the Olympics.
Here are some other things to watch for:
Welcome back Lauren
Australia will receive a huge lift with the return of Lauren Jackson. The four-time WNBA MVP won three Olympic silver medals and one bronze with the Opals before retiring from playing in 2016 after knee injuries derailed her career. She returned for the 2022 World Cup in Australia and led the team to a bronze medal. Now the 43-year-old forward will be playing in her fifth Olympics.
"What Lauren has done is simply amazing," Australia coach Sandy Brondello said. "She has a great basketball IQ and certainly will help us."

    


Newcomers
Germany is making its first Olympic appearance led by the Sabally sisters -- Nyara and Satou (who plays with the Dallas Wings). The Germans will host the 2026 World Cup and hope to have a strong showing in Paris where they are in a tough pool with the U.S., Belgium and Japan.
"We're just there to have fun," Nyara Sabally said. "It's basketball, you never know what's going to happen. I'm really confident in our team and I think we have a really good team.
Looking for a win
African nations haven't fared well at the Olympics, going 1-36 with Nigeria getting the lone victory in the 2004 Athens Games when they topped Korea in the 11th place contest. Nigeria will look to end that drought as the country plays in its third Olympics.
__
AP Olympics coverage: https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/olympics-2024-paris-games-womens-basketball-5bcfabbc6441bca3eed67c43944ae099
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Euro 2024 in pictures: Triumph for England and Spain, heartbreak for host Germany
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                    Germany fans react at a fan fest in Stuttgart, Germany, July 5, 2024 during the screening of a quarterfinal match between Germany and Spain at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Stuttgart, Germany. (Christoph Schmidt/dpa via AP)
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            Germany fans react at a fan fest in Stuttgart, Germany, July 5, 2024 during the screening of a quarterfinal match between Germany and Spain at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Stuttgart, Germany. (Christoph Schmidt/dpa via AP)
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            Germany's Jamal Musiala, left, shoots sthe ball against Spain's Marc Cucurella, center, during a quarterfinal match between Germany and Spain at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Stuttgart, Germany, Friday, July 5, 2024. (Tom Weller/dpa via AP)
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            Germany's Toni Kroos walks off the pitch after a quarterfinal match between Germany and Spain at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Stuttgart, Germany, Friday, July 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Theo Hernandez of France, right, celebrates with goalkeeper Mike Maignan after scores the winning goal to defeat Portugal during a quarterfinal match at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Hamburg, Germany, Friday, July 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Hassan Ammar)
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            Kylian Mbappe of France challenges for the ball with Portugal's Joao Cancelo during a quarterfinal match between Portugal and France at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Hamburg, Germany, Friday, July 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    5 of 22

                                    
                                    Kylian Mbappe of France challenges for the ball with Portugal's Joao Cancelo during a quarterfinal match between Portugal and France at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Hamburg, Germany, Friday, July 5, 2024. (AP Photo/Andreea Alexandru)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            6 of 22 | 
            Portugal's goalkeeper Diogo Costa, Pepe and Cristiano Ronaldo, from left, react after losing a quarterfinal match between Portugal and France at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Hamburg, Germany, Friday, July 5, 2024. France won a penalty shoot out 4-3 after the match ended in a 0-0 draw. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            England's goalkeeper Jordan Pickford blocks a penalty shot by Switzerland's Manuel Akanji during a quarterfinal match between England and Switzerland at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Duesseldorf, Germany, Saturday, July 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Frank Augstein)
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            Switzerland's Manuel Akanji reacts after missing to score by penalty during a quarterfinal match between England and Switzerland at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Duesseldorf, Germany, Saturday, July 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            England's Jude Bellingham, right, and England's Trent Alexander-Arnold celebrate after a quarterfinal match between England and Switzerland at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Duesseldorf, Germany, Saturday, July 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            Wout Weghorst of the Netherlands, right, and Nathan Ake of the Netherlands celebrate after a quarterfinal match between the Netherlands and Turkey at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Berlin, Germany, Saturday, July 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)
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            Turkey's Abdulkerim Bardakci pulls his shirt over his head after the end of the quarterfinal match between the Netherlands and Turkey at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Berlin, Germany, Saturday, July 6, 2024. The Netherlands won the game 2-1. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Turkish supporters celebrate the opening goal as they watch a quarterfinal match between Turkey and Netherlands at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament being played in Berlin, Germany, Saturday, July 6, 2024 at Besiktas stadium in Istanbul. (AP Photo/Francisco Seco)
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            Spain's Dani Olmo celebrates after scoring his side's second goal during a semifinal match between Spain and France at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Munich, Germany, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            Spain's Lamine Yamal, center, scores his side's first goal during a semifinal match between Spain and France at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Munich, Germany, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            Spain's Lamine Yamal celebrates scoring his side's first goal during a semifinal match between Spain and France at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Munich, Germany, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Ebrahim Noroozi)
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            16 of 22 | 
            Spain's Dani Olmo celebrates after scoring his side's second goal during a semifinal match between Spain and France at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Munich, Germany, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Manu Fernandez)
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            17 of 22 | 
            Kylian Mbappe of France reacts after losing a semifinal match between Spain and France at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Munich, Germany, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)
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                                    Kylian Mbappe of France reacts after losing a semifinal match between Spain and France at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Munich, Germany, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Antonio Calanni)
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            A Spain supporter holds up a poster on the stands at the end of a semifinal match between Spain and France at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Munich, Germany, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. Spain won 2-1. (AP Photo/Matthias Schrader)
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            19 of 22 | 
            England's Harry Kane celebrates in the arms of teammate Ollie Watkins at the end of a semifinal match between the Netherlands and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. England won 2-1. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            England's Ollie Watkins, right, scores his side's second goal during a semifinal match between the Netherlands and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Martin Meissner)
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            21 of 22 | 
            Wout Weghorst of the Netherlands reacts after a semifinal match between the Netherlands and England at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. England won 2-1. (AP Photo/Darko Vojinovic)
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            22 of 22 | 
            England's manager Gareth Southgate celebrates at the end of a semifinal against Netherlands at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. England won the game 2-1. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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                                    England's manager Gareth Southgate celebrates at the end of a semifinal against Netherlands at the Euro 2024 soccer tournament in Dortmund, Germany, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. England won the game 2-1. (AP Photo/Thanassis Stavrakis)
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                                        BERLIN (AP) -- The quarterfinals and semifinals at the European Championship saw Spain and England prevail to set up a final in Berlin on Sunday.
Host nation Germany, Cristiano Ronaldo's Portugal and the Netherlands all lost close knockout games to bring their campaigns to an end. Associated Press photographers captured the drama on and off the field.
Spain's extra time 2-1 win over Germany had plenty of drama and some controversy when German fans wanted a penalty for handball against Spain's Marc Cucurella. Even with the host nation knocked out, there was still plenty of passionate fan support.
France beat Portugal on penalties after a tense goalless draw in their match, before the Netherlands beat Turkey and England eliminated Switzerland in another penalty shootout to end the quarterfinals.
Sixteen-year-old Lamine Yamal was the talk of the tournament after his spectacular goal helped Spain to a 2-1 win over France in the first semifinal. England stepped up its game against the Netherlands to reach back-to-back European finals with Ollie Watkins' dramatic stoppage-time goal.

    


___
AP Euro 2024: https://apnews.com/hub/euro-2024
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            Police escort French rugby players Oscar Jegou, left, and Hugo Auradou, right, in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, July 11, 2024. The players were arrested following a formal complaint filed against them for alleged sexual assault, after France played Argentina in a test rugby match in Mendoza on July 6. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            2 of 3 | 
            Police arrive at Interpol headquarters to get French rugby players Oscar Jegou and Hugo Auradou for their transfer from Buenos Aires to Mendoza, Argentina, Thursday, July 11, 2024. The players were arrested following a formal complaint filed against them for alleged sexual assault, after France played Argentina in a test rugby match in Mendoza on July 6. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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            Police escort French rugby players Oscar Jegou and Hugo Auradou in a vehicle in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Thursday, July 11, 2024. The players were arrested following a formal complaint was filed against them for alleged sexual assault in Mendoza, after France played Argentina in a test rugby match on July 6. (AP Photo/Natacha Pisarenko)
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                                        BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) -- Argentine authorities on Thursday transferred two French rugby players under police guard from Buenos Aires to the western city of Mendoza, where they are expected to appear in court on suspicion of aggravated sexual assault.
The rugby players, Oscar Jegou and Hugo Auradou, arrived in Mendoza after a 1,000-kilometer (620-mile) journey from the Argentine capital via police van as prosecutors confirmed the case against the two men would be progressing to court on Friday. The men stand accused of "sexual abuse with carnal excess" in a grisly case that has shaken the French rugby world.
French Sports Minister Amelie Oudea-Castera said on X that, if confirmed, the incident represents "an unspeakable atrocity."
The alleged assault took place early Sunday inside a Mendoza hotel room a day after the two athletes made their debut in a test match against Argentina's Pumas in the city.

    


Celebrating their 28-13 win at a nightclub on Saturday, 21-year-old Jegou and 20-year-old Auradou met a woman and took her back to their room at the sleek glass-paneled Diplomatic Hotel, one of the most upscale accommodations in town. The victim, who has not been identified, alleges that both players took turns "repeatedly" raping her that night.




The victim's lawyer, Natacha Romano, told The Associated Press that the players prevented the young woman from leaving the hotel room following the alleged assault. "She was forced to escape," Romano said. The victim filed a police report on Sunday and underwent a forensic physical examination.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The French Rugby Federation said the players admitted to having sex with the young woman but "firmly denied committing any kind of violence." Their lawyer declined comment when reached by the AP on Thursday.
The players were arrested Monday in Buenos Aires as their teammates continued onto Montevideo, Uruguay, where they won 43-28 on Wednesday. The test tour now takes the French rugby team to Buenos Aires for another match against Argentina in the coming days.
Martin Ahumada, the spokesperson for Mendoza's prosecutor's office, said he expects the players to remain in pre-trial detention for 10 days.
___
Follow AP's coverage of Latin America and the Caribbean at https://apnews.com/hub/latin-america
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                    FILE - This Aug. 29, 2019, file photo shows the Pac-12 logo at Sun Devil Stadium during the second half of an NCAA college football game between Arizona State and Kent State in Tempe, Ariz. Media Day for the Pac-12 was unlike any previous gatherings as the conference commissioner and officials and coaches from remaining members Oregon State and Washington State gathered in Las Vegas to talk about the upcoming football season. (AP Photo/Ralph Freso, File)
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- The Pac-12 may be down to the Pac-2, but that doesn't mean the league or its remaining members -- Oregon State and Washington State -- aren't gearing up for football.
"We're not licking our wounds, we're licking our chops," Washington State coach Jake Dickert said Wednesday at an informal gathering that included past stars from both schools, current players and coaches and members of the media.
Drawing reporters who were in town for the Big 12 and Mountain West Conference media days, the abandoned Pac-12 Conference hosted "After Hours with the Beavs & Cougs" in an intimate setting at the Bellagio Hotel and Casino.
"Tonight is a celebration," Pac-12 commissioner Teresa Gould said. "Tonight is the start of a new chapter.
"We are drinking tonight. If anyone has earned the right to drink, it is the Pac-12."
The night included gourmet hors d'oeuvres and an open bar, while Dickert and Oregon State coach Trent Bray took the stage first in a fireside chat setting.

    


"We're excited to play with a chip on our shoulder and show the world and college football what we can do," Bray said. "Both our programs have been Top 25 teams over the last couple of years, are really good football teams, and we look forward to displaying that this fall."




The league's other 10 teams are scattering for what they hope will be greener pastures. Southern California, UCLA, Washington and Oregon have joined the Big Ten. Arizona, Arizona State, Colorado and Utah defected to the Big 12. And California and Stanford landed in the Atlantic Coast Conference.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Former Oregon State star and Las Vegas high school legend Steven Jackson joined former Washington State stars Ryan Leaf and Jack Thompson to reminisce about their times in the Pac-12.
"Anybody can be a Trojan, anybody can be a Duck ... it takes a special person to be a Beaver or a Coug," Leaf said.
Current players Jermaine Terry II and Jaden Robinson from Oregon State and Washington State's Kyle Williams and Kyle Thornton followed the former greats, while Gould closed the night chatting with the small gathering.

    


Gould said she was thankful for ongoing dialogue with the College Football Playoff committee in regards to making sure both programs would be treated fairly.
"We're not going anywhere," Gould said. "These programs have never competed at any other level but the top level. We have always competed at the highest level, that's never changed. And won at the highest level. I wonder why we're even having that conversation."
Perhaps because both programs will go from competing in what was considered a Power Five conference to an agreement that added six games against Mountain West schools, a move that provided both an expedient resolution until a long-term future can be determined.
It also gives everyone time to lay the groundwork for the possibility of a more permanent relationship.
"I think the agreement is great," Washington State athletic director Anne McCoy said. "I think it's a really great opportunity for Washington State and Oregon State to have a really competitive West Coast schedule. And I think we're looking forward to hopefully nailing things down for year two."

    


While McCoy is unsure when and where realignment is headed next, she did say "it's not over" and with potential opportunities forthcoming, everyone involved is doing their best to put Washington State and Oregon State in the best possible position.
Nevertheless, Gould said the Pac-12 will always mean something, not only as a staple on the West Coast, but on a national level because of the history and longevity of the brand.
"But I would say in the short-term over the next two years, it means a lot, because there's a lot of relationships and a lot of business agreements and a lot of associations with the Pac-12 as a legal entity that are really, really important to our collective success over the next two years," Gould said. "So we are the Pac-12, and we're going to be the Pac-12 for the next two years.
"And then as we look at all these different scenarios and potential pathways moving forward, we'll have to reevaluate whether or not that continues to make sense or whether there's some other brand or other conference name or entity that makes more sense for these two programs."
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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                    Former New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, right, greets former Patriots head coach Bill Belichick, left, on stage during Patriots Hall of Fame induction ceremonies for Brady at Gillette Stadium, Wednesday, June 12, 2024, in Foxborough, Mass. (AP Photo/Steven Senne)
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                                        LOS ANGELES (AP) -- Bill Belichick has added a second media job for the upcoming season.
The CW Network announced Thursday that Belichick will be one of the analysts on "Inside the NFL." Belichick, who coached the New England Patriots to six Super Bowl titles during his 24 years at the helm, will also appear on the Manningcast during "Monday Night Football."
Belichick joins Ryan Clark, Chad Johnson and Chris Long. Johnson and Long each played one season for Belichick in New England.
"I'm thrilled to join my new team at NFL Films and to work on such a historic television franchise," Belichick said in a statement. "I've always appreciated 'Inside the NFL's' depth of analysis, and I hope to bring the same detailed insight to The CW by talking real football with real pros -- Ryan, Chris and Chad -- this coming season."
"Inside the NFL," which is in its 48th season, is produced by NFL Films. While Belichick was infamous for his short answers and refusing to engage with reporters while he was a coach, the times he has been revealing and forthcoming have often been on shows or pieces produced by NFL Films. 
Belichick was nominated for a Sports Emmy for Outstanding Studio Analyst for his work on the 2019 NFL Films series "NFL 100 All-Time Team," which aired on NFL Network.
___
AP NFL: https://apnews.com/hub/nfl
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            1 of 13 | 
            Eritrea's Biniam Girmay celebrates as he crosses the finish line ahead of Belgium's Wout van Aert, left, to win the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            2 of 13 | 
            Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar, wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey, celebrates on the podium after the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            The pack speeds downhill towards Rocamadour, rear, during the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            4 of 13 | 
            Stage winner Eritrea's Biniam Girmay, wearing the best sprinter's green jersey, celebrates after the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            5 of 13 | 
            France's Anthony Turgis calls for his team car as he rides with Norway's Jonas Abrahamsen, the runner-up in the best climber's dotted jersey, in the breakaway during the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            The pack rides during the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            Norway's Jonas Abrahamsen, runner-up for the best climber's dotted jersey, right, leads before France's Valentin Madouas, center, and France's Quentin Pacher, left, ride in the breakaway during the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            Belgium's Remco Evenepoel, wearing the best young rider's white jersey, rides during the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar, wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey, stops to relieve himself along the road during the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar, wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey, congratulates Belgium's Jasper Philipsen, left, with his stage win as they wait with Eritrea's Biniam Girmay, wearing the best sprinter's green jersey, for the start of the eleventh stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 211 kilometers (131.1 miles) with start in Evaux-les-Bains and finish in Le Lorian, France, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar, wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey, and Eritrea's Biniam Girmay, wearing the best sprinter's green jersey, shake hands prior to the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            Stage winner Eritrea's Biniam Girmay, wearing the best sprinter's green jersey, cools off after the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (Guillaume Horcajuelo/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Stage winner Eritrea's Biniam Girmay, wearing the best sprinter's green jersey, cools off after the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (Guillaume Horcajuelo/Pool Photo via AP)
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        Roglic crashes near finish of stage won by Girmay on Tour de France
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            Eritrea's Biniam Girmay celebrates as he crosses the finish line ahead of Belgium's Wout van Aert, left, to win the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar, wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey, celebrates on the podium after the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            The pack speeds downhill towards Rocamadour, rear, during the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            Stage winner Eritrea's Biniam Girmay, wearing the best sprinter's green jersey, celebrates after the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            France's Anthony Turgis calls for his team car as he rides with Norway's Jonas Abrahamsen, the runner-up in the best climber's dotted jersey, in the breakaway during the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            The pack rides during the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            Norway's Jonas Abrahamsen, runner-up for the best climber's dotted jersey, right, leads before France's Valentin Madouas, center, and France's Quentin Pacher, left, ride in the breakaway during the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            Belgium's Remco Evenepoel, wearing the best young rider's white jersey, rides during the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar, wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey, stops to relieve himself along the road during the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar, wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey, congratulates Belgium's Jasper Philipsen, left, with his stage win as they wait with Eritrea's Biniam Girmay, wearing the best sprinter's green jersey, for the start of the eleventh stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 211 kilometers (131.1 miles) with start in Evaux-les-Bains and finish in Le Lorian, France, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Jerome Delay)
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            Slovenia's Tadej Pogacar, wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey, and Eritrea's Biniam Girmay, wearing the best sprinter's green jersey, shake hands prior to the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Daniel Cole)
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            Stage winner Eritrea's Biniam Girmay, wearing the best sprinter's green jersey, cools off after the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (Guillaume Horcajuelo/Pool Photo via AP)
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            Stage winner Eritrea's Biniam Girmay, wearing the best sprinter's green jersey, cools off after the twelfth stage of the Tour de France cycling race over 203.6 kilometers (126.5 miles) with start in Aurillac and finish in Villeneuve-sur-Lot, France, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (Guillaume Horcajuelo/Pool Photo via AP)
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                                        VILLENEUVE-SUR-LOT, France (AP) -- Primoz Roglic lost more than two minutes to his rival Tour de France contenders after crashing near the finish where the new king of sprints, Biniam Girmay, completed a hat trick of stage wins on Thursday. 
Roglic hit the tarmac with some 12 kilometers left after a rider in front of him hit road furniture and lost control of his bike. Roglic could not avoid the crash and went down with several others.
It was the second accident in 24 hours for Roglic, a four-time Grand Tour champion. He got back on his bike but struggled at the back and was helped to the stage finish by his Bora-Hansgrohe teammates. He crossed 2 minutes, 27 seconds after the winner according to provisional results and dropped to sixth place overall.
Girmay, who became the first Black rider to ever win a Tour stage this month, edged Wout van Aert, who was boxed on the right side of the road, and Arnaud Demare to extend his lead at the top of the rankings for the best sprinter's green jersey. Demare later was demoted from second to 67th for having pushed Van Aert to the barriers, with Pascal Ackermann promoted to third place.

    


Two-time Tour champion Tadej Pogacar kept the yellow jersey. He said he was "devastated" when he found out that Roglic, his fellow Slovenian, had crashed.




"It's really sad to see him crash today. I hope he is fine. Normally he is a big fighter, maybe he bounces back and wins some stages." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Pogacar has a lead of 1:06 over Remco Evenepoel, with two-time defending champion Jonas Vingegaard in third place, 1:14 off the pace. Roglic dropped behind Joao Almeida and Carlos Rodriguez, lagging 4:42 behind Pogacar.
The crash disturbed preparations for the final sprint, with Matthieu Van der Poel also missing from the main group and unable to lead out teammate Jasper Philipsen. 
Girmay had Mike Teunissen with him, and his Intermarche-Wanty teammate did an amazing job to guide him through traffic. Girmay jumped into Teunissen's wheel and was perfectly set up before he unleashed his raw power in the final 200 meters.

    


"First of all I would say thanks God giving me a lot of strength and power," Girmay said. "Without God we cannot do anything so I'm super happy. The last 600 meters I found Mike and then he did a super good job, he took me from 15th to top 3 and from there I just knew I could deliver."
Stage 12 took riders on a 204-kilometer (126-mile) route from Aurillac to Villeneuve-sur-Lot in southwestern France without major difficulty. There were 167 riders on the start line after Michael Morkov tested positive for coronavirus and the Astana-Qazaqstan team's medical staff withdrew him from the Tour.
There was an early breakaway but Jonas Abrahamsen, Quentin Pacher and Valentin Madouas were caught after 162 kilometers.
Friday's Stage 13 is another flat trek in southwestern France from Agen to Pau.
___
AP sports: https://apnews.com/hub/apf-sports

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/tour-de-france-roglic-94171d1da6f0df43e4f0ead45bfbf5ec



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    North Carolina senator's top aide now CEO of Carolina Hurricanes parent company | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



North Carolina senator's top aide now CEO of Carolina Hurricanes parent company

                            

                            

                            
                                
        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- A top aide to a powerful North Carolina state legislator was named Thursday as the chief executive officer of the parent company of the Carolina Hurricanes.
Hurricanes owner Tom Dundon announced the hiring of Brian Fork, who has worked for state Senate leader Phil Berger since 2018, and as his chief of staff since late 2020.
Fork, a Raleigh native and previous private-practice attorney, will oversee all business units of Hurricanes Holdings LLC, including the team, PNC Arena and the mixed-use real estate development plans surrounding the venue, a Hurricanes news release said. The development also includes a planned sportsbook.
As chief of staff, Fork has been heavily involved in development of key legislation related to the state budget, energy production and health care reform, the Hurricanes said.
"Brian has a proven track record of negotiating, making deals, and finding solutions," Dundon said in the release. "We want to set the standard in sports and entertainment, and Brian has the background to help us reach that goal."

    


Fork's hiring comes a few days after Dundon named investment firm president Doug Warf as Hurricanes Holdings president.




The busy offseason for the Hurricanes also has included the hiring of Eric Tulsky as general manager after longtime GM Don Waddell left for Columbus.
In a separate news release, Berger praised Fork: "His ability to build trusting relationships with legislators and staff members in the General Assembly is a model for us all to emulate."
Berger will announce a new chief of staff in the coming weeks, his office said.
___
AP NHL: https://apnews.com/hub/NHL
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                                        Thursday, July 11
In France
 12th Stage 

A 126.5-mile race from Aurillac to Velleneuve-sur-Lot.


1. Biniam Girmay, Eritrea, Intermarche-Wanty/BEL, 4:17:15s.
2. Wout Van Aert, Belgium, Team Visma/Lease a Bike/NED, same time.
3. Arnaud Demare, France, Arkea-B&B Hotels/FRA, same time.
4. Pascal Ackermann, Germany, Israel-Premier Tech/ISF, same time. 
5. Mark Cavendish, Great Britain, Astana Qazaqstan Team/KAZ, same time.
6. Jasper Philipsen, Belgium, Alpecin-Deceuninck/BEL, same time. 
7. Arnaud De Lie, Belgium, Lotto DSTNY/BEL, same time.
8. Alexander Kristoff, Norway, UNO-X Mobility/NOR, same time. 
9. Phil Bauhaus, Germany, Bahrain Victorious/BRN, same time.
10. Bryan Coquard, France, COFIDIS/FRA, same time. 
Also

 22. Matteo Jorgenson, United States, Team Visma, 4:17:15s.
 95. Neilson Powless, United States, EF Education-EasyPost, 2:02s behind. 
 149. Sean Quinn, United States, EF Education-EasyPost, 4:52s. 
Overall Standings (Yellow Jersey)

1. Tadej Pogacar, Slovenia, UAE Team Emirates, 49:14:49s.

    


2. Remco Evenepoel, Belgium, Soudal Quick-Step/Bel, 1:06s behind.
3. Jonas Vingegaard, Denmark, Team Visma/Lease a Bike, 1:14s.
4. Joao Almeida, Portugal, UAE Team Emirates, 4:20s.
5. Carlos Rodriguez, Spain, Ineos Grenadiers, 4:40s.
6. Primoz Roglic, Slovenia, Red Bull-Bora-Hansbrohe, 4:42s.




7. Mikel Landa, Spain, Soudal Quick-Step, 5:38s
8. Adam Yates, Great Britain, UAE Team Emirates/UAE, 6:59s.
9. Juan Ayuso, Spain, UAE Team Emirates, 7:09s.
10. Giulio Ciccone, Italy, LIDL-Trek/USA, 7:36s. 
Also
 12. Matteo Jorgenson, United States, Team Visma, :08:56s behind.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

 43. Neilson Powless, United States, EF Education-EasyPost, 1:04:41s behind. 
 105. Sean Quinn, United States, EF Education-Easypost, 1:52:16s.
Team Standings
1. UAE Team Emirates, 148:02:42s.
2. Soudal Quick-Step, 21:03s behind.
3. Ineo Grenadiers, 22:22s. 
4. Team Visma/Lease a Bike, 24:14s.
5. Red Bull-Bora-Hansgrohe, 39:16s.
6. Bahrain Victorious, 43:55s.
7. Movistar Team, 47:03s. 
8. LIDL-Trek, 54:39s.
9. EF Education-Easypost, 1:06:37s.
10. Decathlon AG2R La Mondiale Team, 1:22:29s.

    


Climber (Red Polka Dot Jersey)
1. Tadej Pogacar, Slovenia, UAE Team Emirates, 36 pts. 
2. Jonas Abrahamsen, Norway, Uno-X Mobility, 36pts.
3. Jonas Vingegaard, Denmark, Team Visma/Lease a Bike, 28 pts.
4. Remco Evenepoel, Belgium, Soudal Quick-Step/Bel, 18 pts.
5. Valentin Madouas, France, Groupama-FDJ, 16 pts.
6. Carlos Rodriguez, Spain, Ineos Grenadiers, 12 pts.
7. Stephen Williams, Great Britain,Israel-Premier Tech, 10 pts.
8. Frank Van den Broek, Netherlands, Team DSM-Firmenich PostNL, 9 pts.
9. Primoz Roglic, Slovenia, Red Bull-Bora-Hansbrohe, 9 pts
10. Juan Ayuso, Spain, UAE Team Emirates, 8 pts.
Youth-U26 (White Jersey)
1. Remco Evenepoel, Belgium, Soudal Quick-Step/Bel, 49:18:55s. 
2. Carlos Rodriguez, Spain, Ineos Grenadiers, 3:34s behind.
3. Juan Ayuso, Spain, UAE Team Emirates, 6:03s.
4. Matteo Jorgenson, United States, Team Visma, 7:50s. 
5. Santiago Buitrago, Bahrain Victorious, 8:35s.
6. Ben Healy, Israel, EF Education-EasyPost, 11:02s. 
7. Javier Romo, Spain, Movistar Team, 14:35s. 
8. Ilan Van Wilder, Soudal Quick-Step, 32:10s.
9. Oscar Onley, Great Britain, Team DSM-Firmenich POSTNL, 53:23s.
10. Tom Pidcock, Great Britain, Ineos Grenadiers, 53:34s.
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                                        LAS VEGAS (AP) -- Colorado coach Deion Sanders said Wednesday at his first Big 12 media days appearance that he has to operate under an entirely different umbrella when it comes to expectations. 
The Pro Football Hall of Fame player is going into his second season coaching in a power conference.
"I'm judged on a different scale," Sanders said. "My wins are totally different than your wins. Your wins, you just judge football, that's why I start out (talking about) education and academics and so forth. I have to give you those things so you understand there's a greater scope."
Sanders touted the team's GPA, the 16 Buffs coaches and staff members with NFL experience, a 20% increase in student applications to Colorado and a "crazy" economic impact for the school. 
After Sanders led HBCU school Jackson State to a 27-6 record over three seasons, including 23-3 with back-to-back Southwestern Athletic Conference titles the last two, he got off to a fast start at Colorado in the Pac-12, winning his first three games last season before going on to finish 4-8. Colorado was picked to finish 11th in the Big 12 preseason media poll. 

    


"I can't win nine games and our GPA suffers," Sanders said. "Our GPA can't be high and we lose another eight games. We can't not go and grab high school players, and you've got a bunch of guys in the portal, out of the portal getting incarcerated. My wins are different. We have to win in every area. That's the way we're judged."




Sanders' sons, senior quarterback Shedeur and graduate safety Shilo, also took part in Big 12 media days. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Shedeur Sanders threw for a school-record 3,230 yards with 27 touchdowns in his first season at the FBS level while completing 69% of his passes. But he was also the most-sacked quarterback (52) in the country.
"I remember first media day when I was in HBCU, I said we won't lose the game. I'm undefeated in the SWAC, so I already know what the expectation comes with, I know we're everybody's Super Bowl," he said. "So, I always stay level-headed, stay grounded because I would never want to be that guy, look back, and not being able to take advantage of the moment that we have right now."

    


Shilo Sanders is going through a bankruptcy case he filed last October because he faces a nearly $11.9 million judgment stemming from an alleged assault against a Dallas school security guard who was trying to confiscate his phone in 2015. Shilo Sanders, now 24, was 15 at the time.
The security guard said he suffered a broken spine and nerve damage after getting elbowed in the neck. He immediately filed a police report, sued in a Texas court the next year and was awarded the judgement after Shilo Sanders didn't show up for hearings in 2022.
"Honestly, that kind of stuff, you're not gonna win a court case on social media," Shilo Sanders said when asked about it Wednesday. "And at the end of the day everybody is gonna know the truth about everything. So there's no point just going out of my way to just do that. So everything's good."
Deion Sanders also spoke about Shedeur being recruited by some of his fellow Big 12 coaches -- Gus Malzahn when the current UCF coach was still at Auburn -- and the younger Sanders playing in high school for current Texas Tech coach Joey McGuire.

    


"I'm just highlighting a couple of the coaches because they've been so kind, they've been so considerate. They've been so wonderful to me," Deion Sanders said. "I remember going there to Auburn and (Malzahn) just has been the same consistent man since. He's a phenomenal coach."
Sanders called both Mike Gundy, who is going into his 20th season at Oklahoma State, and Big 12 Commissioner Brett Yormark legends. He also expressed his love for McGuire.
"Joey has been the same consistent great coach that he's always been. Joey, if you out there, I love you, I appreciate you. You keep on doing what you do," Sanders said. "Except when we come to play you, I want you to keep on doing your thing. But I love you, man, I really do. And you're doing a wonderful work down there at Texas Tech."

    


The Buffaloes, who open the season Aug. 29 at home against FCS power North Dakota State, play at Texas Tech on Nov. 9. 
The Big 12 will be a 16-team league with Arizona, Arizona State, Colorado and Utah officially becoming members at the start of August.
"We have 16 great football coaches," Yormark said. "I've gotten to know Coach Prime really well. I love his energy and I love his passion for what he does. Obviously excited for Colorado coming back into the conference. He's a football legend. And let's face it, you know, there's a big audience that follows him. And that's going to benefit the Big 12 and all of our schools."
___
AP college football: https://apnews.com/hub/college-football
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            Ireland's Caelan Doris, left, clashes with South Africa's Marco van Staden during a test match between South Africa and Ireland at Loftus Versfeld stadium in Pretoria, South Africa, Saturday, July 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Themba Hadebe)
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                                        DURBAN, South Africa (AP) -- Ireland dropped captain Peter O'Mahony and ruled out center Bundee Aki from the lineup to face South Africa in the second test on Saturday at Kings Park Stadium.
Following the 27-20 loss in Pretoria in the first test, Ireland made four changes, two of them enforced by tour-ending injuries to hooker Dan Sheehan and scrumhalf Craig Casey.
O'Mahony was in the reserves, and No. 8 Caelan Doris will skipper for the second time.
Tadhg Beirne has moved from lock to the blindside flank vacated by O'Mahony, and James Ryan moves into the second row. Beirne hasn't started on the flank since September but the Irish appear to be trying to bulk up the pack.
As expected, Ronan Kelleher fills in for the injured Sheehan in the front row, and Casey has been replaced by the veteran Conor Murray, retaining a Munster halves pairing with flyhalf Jack Crowley.

    


Aki suffered a shoulder injury in the first test and has been replaced by Garry Ringrose, Ireland's starting center at the Rugby World Cup who has been limited to three matches since the Six Nations.
Beside O'Mahony in the reserves, hooker Rob Herring and backs Caolin Blade and Stuart McCloskey have been added.




South Africa named an unchanged lineup on Tuesday, its most experienced team ever.
___
Lineups:
South Africa: Willie le Roux, Cheslin Kolbe, Jesse Kriel, Damian de Allende, Kurt-Lee Arendse, Handre Pollard. Faf de Klerk; Kwagga Smith, Pieter-Steph du Toit, Siya Kolisi (captain), Franco Mostert, Eben Etzebeth, Frans Malherbe, Bongi Mbonambi, Ox Nche. Reserves: Malcolm Marx, Gerhard Steenekamp, Vincent Koch, Salmaan Moerat, RG Snyman, Marco van Staden, Grant Williams, Sacha Feinberg-Mngomezulu.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Ireland: Jamie Osborne, Calvin Nash, Garry Ringrose, Robbie Henshaw, James Lowe, Jack Crowley, Conor Murray; Caelan Doris (captain), Josh van der Flier, Tadhg Beirne, James Ryan, Joe McCarthy, Tadhg Furlong, Ronan Kelleher, Andrew Porter. Reserves: Rob Herring, Cian Healy, Finlay Bealham, Ryan Baird, Peter O'Mahony, Caolin Blade, Ciaran Frawley, Stuart McCloskey.
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby
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            Fan Jose Forero, from Colombia, waits for the start of a Copa America Group D soccer match against Paraguay in Houston, Monday, June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            A Peru fan waits for the start of a Copa America Group A soccer match against Chile, in Arlington, Texas, Friday, June 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            Colombia fan Javier Labrador, better known as Pulpito, poses for a photo prior to a Copa America Group D soccer match against Paraguay in Houston, Monday, June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            A fan reacts while watching a broadcast of the Copa America semifinal soccer match between Uruguay and Colombia in Montevideo, Uruguay, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Matilde Campodonico)
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            A fan of Colombia sings during the anthems ceremony prior to a Copa America semifinal soccer match between Colombia and Uruguay in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            6 of 39 | 
            Fans of Colombia wait for the start of a Copa America semifinal soccer match against Uruguay in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            7 of 39 | 
            A Uruguay fan cheers as he waits for the start of a Copa America semifinal soccer match between Uruguay and Colombia in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            8 of 39 | 
            A Colombia fan waits for the start of a Copa America semifinal soccer match between Uruguay and Colombia in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            9 of 39 | 
            A soccer fan holds a Canadian flag prior to a Copa America semifinal soccer match against Argentina in East Rutherford, N.J., Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            10 of 39 | 
            A fan of Uruguay waits for the start of a Copa America quarterfinal soccer match between Uruguay and Brazil in Las Vegas, Saturday, July 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            11 of 39 | 
            A young fan of Uruguay reacts as players of her team warmup prior to a Copa America quarterfinal soccer match against Brazil in Las Vegas, Saturday, July 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            12 of 39 | 
            A fan of Uruguay pose for a photo prior to the start of a Copa America quarterfinal soccer match against Brazil in Las Vegas, Saturday, July 6, 2024.(AP Photo/David Becker)
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            13 of 39 | 
            A fan of Brazil sits on the stands prior to a Copa America quarterfinal soccer match against Uruguay in Las Vegas, Saturday, July 6, 2024.(AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            14 of 39 | 
            Fans of Uruguay wait for the start of a Copa America quarterfinal soccer match against Brazil in Las Vegas, Saturday, July 6, 2024.(AP Photo/David Becker)
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            15 of 39 | 
            A fan supporting Uruguay waits for the start of a Copa America quarterfinal soccer match against Brazil in Las Vegas, Saturday, July 6, 2024. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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            16 of 39 | 
            A fan of Colombia cheers prior to a Copa America quarterfinal soccer match between Colombia and Panama in Glendale, Ariz., Saturday, July 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ross Franklin)
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            17 of 39 | 
            A Canada fan wears face paint in the stands before a Copa America quarterfinal soccer match between Venezuela and Canada, Friday, July 5, 2024, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            18 of 39 | 
            A fan cheers as he watches warm-ups before a Copa America Group D soccer match between Costa Rica and Paraguay, Tuesday, July 2, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            19 of 39 | 
            A fan cheers as he watches warm-ups before a Copa America Group D soccer match between Costa Rica and Paraguay, Tuesday, July 2, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            20 of 39 | 
            United States fans cheer as they watch a Copa America Group C soccer match between United States and Uruguay in Kansas City, Mo., Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Reed Hoffman)
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            21 of 39 | 
            A Uruguay fan cheers before a Copa America Group C soccer match between United States and Uruguay, Monday, July 1, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga)
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            22 of 39 | 
            A fan for Colombia yells in the stands before a Copa America Group D soccer match against Brazil, Tuesday, July 2, 2024, in Santa Clara, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            23 of 39 | 
            A Uruguay fan cheers before a Copa America Group C soccer match between United States and Uruguay, Monday, July 1, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga)
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            24 of 39 | 
            A Mexican fan gestures during a Copa America Group B soccer match between Mexico and Ecuador in Glendale, Ariz., Sunday, June 30, 2024. The match ended in a 0-0 draw and Ecuador advanced to the quarterfinals. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            25 of 39 | 
            A Mexico fan cheers for her team prior to a Copa America Group B soccer match against Ecuador in Glendale, Ariz., Sunday, June 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            26 of 39 | 
            A Chile fan cheers for his team before a Copa America Group A soccer match against Canada in Orlando, Fla., Saturday, June 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Phelan Ebenhack)
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            27 of 39 | 
            A Mexico fan waits for the start of a Copa America Group B soccer match against Venezuela, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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            28 of 39 | 
            A fan supporting Argentina waits for the start of a Copa America Group A soccer match against Peru in Miami Gardens, Fla., Saturday, June 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            29 of 39 | 
            A Chile's fan cheers his team before a Copa America Group A soccer match against Canada in Orlando, Fla., Saturday, June 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Phelan Ebenhack)
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            30 of 39 | 
            Argentina's fans wear masks of their team players Lionel Messi, left, and Angel Di Maria as they get ready to cheer on their side before the start of a Copa America Group A soccer match against Peru, in Miami Gardens, Fla., Saturday, June 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            31 of 39 | 
            Fans of Uruguay arrive at the stadium before a Copa America Group C soccer match between Uruguay and Bolivia in East Rutherford, N.J., Thursday, June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            32 of 39 | 
            Peru fans attend a Copa America Group A soccer match against Chile in Arlington, Texas, Friday, June 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            33 of 39 | 
            Chile fans cheer during a Copa America Group A soccer match against Argentina in East Rutherford, N.J., Tuesday, June 25, 2024.(AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            34 of 39 | 
            Fans supporting Argentina celebrate at the end of a Copa America Group A soccer match against Chile in East Rutherford, N.J., Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            35 of 39 | 
            A fan supporting Paraguay waits for the start of a Copa America Group D soccer match against Brazil in Las Vegas, Friday, June 28, 2024. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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            36 of 39 | 
            A fan supporting Brazil waits for the start of a Copa America Group D soccer match against Paraguay in Las Vegas, Friday, June 28, 2024. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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            37 of 39 | 
            A fan supporting Peru arrives to the stadium prior to a Copa America Group A soccer match against Argentina in Miami Gardens, Fla., Saturday, June 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            38 of 39 | 
            A Venezuela's fan celebrates after her team beating 1-0 Mexico during a Copa America Group B soccer match Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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            39 of 39 | 
            A mexican fan poses for photos with his national flag during a Copa America Group B soccer match against Jamaica in Houston, Saturday, June 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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        AP PHOTOS: Fans of Copa America Show their spirit- Photo Collection
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            1 of 39 | 
            Fan Jose Forero, from Colombia, waits for the start of a Copa America Group D soccer match against Paraguay in Houston, Monday, June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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                                    Fan Jose Forero, from Colombia, waits for the start of a Copa America Group D soccer match against Paraguay in Houston, Monday, June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            2 of 39 | 
            A Peru fan waits for the start of a Copa America Group A soccer match against Chile, in Arlington, Texas, Friday, June 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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                                    A Peru fan waits for the start of a Copa America Group A soccer match against Chile, in Arlington, Texas, Friday, June 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            3 of 39 | 
            Colombia fan Javier Labrador, better known as Pulpito, poses for a photo prior to a Copa America Group D soccer match against Paraguay in Houston, Monday, June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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                                    Colombia fan Javier Labrador, better known as Pulpito, poses for a photo prior to a Copa America Group D soccer match against Paraguay in Houston, Monday, June 24, 2024. (AP Photo/David J. Phillip)
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            4 of 39 | 
            A fan reacts while watching a broadcast of the Copa America semifinal soccer match between Uruguay and Colombia in Montevideo, Uruguay, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Matilde Campodonico)
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                                    A fan reacts while watching a broadcast of the Copa America semifinal soccer match between Uruguay and Colombia in Montevideo, Uruguay, Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Matilde Campodonico)
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            5 of 39 | 
            A fan of Colombia sings during the anthems ceremony prior to a Copa America semifinal soccer match between Colombia and Uruguay in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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                                    A fan of Colombia sings during the anthems ceremony prior to a Copa America semifinal soccer match between Colombia and Uruguay in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            6 of 39 | 
            Fans of Colombia wait for the start of a Copa America semifinal soccer match against Uruguay in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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                                    Fans of Colombia wait for the start of a Copa America semifinal soccer match against Uruguay in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            7 of 39 | 
            A Uruguay fan cheers as he waits for the start of a Copa America semifinal soccer match between Uruguay and Colombia in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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                                    A Uruguay fan cheers as he waits for the start of a Copa America semifinal soccer match between Uruguay and Colombia in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            8 of 39 | 
            A Colombia fan waits for the start of a Copa America semifinal soccer match between Uruguay and Colombia in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    8 of 39

                                    
                                    A Colombia fan waits for the start of a Copa America semifinal soccer match between Uruguay and Colombia in Charlotte, N.C., Wednesday, July 10, 2024. (AP Photo/Nell Redmond)
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            9 of 39 | 
            A soccer fan holds a Canadian flag prior to a Copa America semifinal soccer match against Argentina in East Rutherford, N.J., Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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                                    A soccer fan holds a Canadian flag prior to a Copa America semifinal soccer match against Argentina in East Rutherford, N.J., Tuesday, July 9, 2024. (AP Photo/Adam Hunger)
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            10 of 39 | 
            A fan of Uruguay waits for the start of a Copa America quarterfinal soccer match between Uruguay and Brazil in Las Vegas, Saturday, July 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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                                    A fan of Uruguay waits for the start of a Copa America quarterfinal soccer match between Uruguay and Brazil in Las Vegas, Saturday, July 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            11 of 39 | 
            A young fan of Uruguay reacts as players of her team warmup prior to a Copa America quarterfinal soccer match against Brazil in Las Vegas, Saturday, July 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            12 of 39 | 
            A fan of Uruguay pose for a photo prior to the start of a Copa America quarterfinal soccer match against Brazil in Las Vegas, Saturday, July 6, 2024.(AP Photo/David Becker)
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            13 of 39 | 
            A fan of Brazil sits on the stands prior to a Copa America quarterfinal soccer match against Uruguay in Las Vegas, Saturday, July 6, 2024.(AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            14 of 39 | 
            Fans of Uruguay wait for the start of a Copa America quarterfinal soccer match against Brazil in Las Vegas, Saturday, July 6, 2024.(AP Photo/David Becker)
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            15 of 39 | 
            A fan supporting Uruguay waits for the start of a Copa America quarterfinal soccer match against Brazil in Las Vegas, Saturday, July 6, 2024. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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                                    A fan supporting Uruguay waits for the start of a Copa America quarterfinal soccer match against Brazil in Las Vegas, Saturday, July 6, 2024. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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            16 of 39 | 
            A fan of Colombia cheers prior to a Copa America quarterfinal soccer match between Colombia and Panama in Glendale, Ariz., Saturday, July 6, 2024. (AP Photo/Ross Franklin)
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            A Canada fan wears face paint in the stands before a Copa America quarterfinal soccer match between Venezuela and Canada, Friday, July 5, 2024, in Arlington, Texas. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            18 of 39 | 
            A fan cheers as he watches warm-ups before a Copa America Group D soccer match between Costa Rica and Paraguay, Tuesday, July 2, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            19 of 39 | 
            A fan cheers as he watches warm-ups before a Copa America Group D soccer match between Costa Rica and Paraguay, Tuesday, July 2, 2024, in Austin, Texas. (AP Photo/Eric Gay)
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            20 of 39 | 
            United States fans cheer as they watch a Copa America Group C soccer match between United States and Uruguay in Kansas City, Mo., Monday, July 1, 2024. (AP Photo/Reed Hoffman)
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            21 of 39 | 
            A Uruguay fan cheers before a Copa America Group C soccer match between United States and Uruguay, Monday, July 1, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga)
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            22 of 39 | 
            A fan for Colombia yells in the stands before a Copa America Group D soccer match against Brazil, Tuesday, July 2, 2024, in Santa Clara, Calif. (AP Photo/Godofredo A. Vasquez)
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            A Uruguay fan cheers before a Copa America Group C soccer match between United States and Uruguay, Monday, July 1, 2024, in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo/Ed Zurga)
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            24 of 39 | 
            A Mexican fan gestures during a Copa America Group B soccer match between Mexico and Ecuador in Glendale, Ariz., Sunday, June 30, 2024. The match ended in a 0-0 draw and Ecuador advanced to the quarterfinals. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            25 of 39 | 
            A Mexico fan cheers for her team prior to a Copa America Group B soccer match against Ecuador in Glendale, Ariz., Sunday, June 30, 2024. (AP Photo/Matt York)
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            26 of 39 | 
            A Chile fan cheers for his team before a Copa America Group A soccer match against Canada in Orlando, Fla., Saturday, June 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Phelan Ebenhack)
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            27 of 39 | 
            A Mexico fan waits for the start of a Copa America Group B soccer match against Venezuela, Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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            28 of 39 | 
            A fan supporting Argentina waits for the start of a Copa America Group A soccer match against Peru in Miami Gardens, Fla., Saturday, June 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            A Chile's fan cheers his team before a Copa America Group A soccer match against Canada in Orlando, Fla., Saturday, June 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Phelan Ebenhack)
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            30 of 39 | 
            Argentina's fans wear masks of their team players Lionel Messi, left, and Angel Di Maria as they get ready to cheer on their side before the start of a Copa America Group A soccer match against Peru, in Miami Gardens, Fla., Saturday, June 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            31 of 39 | 
            Fans of Uruguay arrive at the stadium before a Copa America Group C soccer match between Uruguay and Bolivia in East Rutherford, N.J., Thursday, June 27, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            32 of 39 | 
            Peru fans attend a Copa America Group A soccer match against Chile in Arlington, Texas, Friday, June 21, 2024. (AP Photo/Julio Cortez)
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            33 of 39 | 
            Chile fans cheer during a Copa America Group A soccer match against Argentina in East Rutherford, N.J., Tuesday, June 25, 2024.(AP Photo/Pamela Smith)


            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    33 of 39

                                    
                                    Chile fans cheer during a Copa America Group A soccer match against Argentina in East Rutherford, N.J., Tuesday, June 25, 2024.(AP Photo/Pamela Smith)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
                    
                        
                            
                                
    
        
            
                
    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]


            
        
        
            
                
            
        
    

    
        
            34 of 39 | 
            Fans supporting Argentina celebrate at the end of a Copa America Group A soccer match against Chile in East Rutherford, N.J., Tuesday, June 25, 2024. (AP Photo/Julia Nikhinson)
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            35 of 39 | 
            A fan supporting Paraguay waits for the start of a Copa America Group D soccer match against Brazil in Las Vegas, Friday, June 28, 2024. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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            36 of 39 | 
            A fan supporting Brazil waits for the start of a Copa America Group D soccer match against Paraguay in Las Vegas, Friday, June 28, 2024. (AP Photo/David Becker)
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            37 of 39 | 
            A fan supporting Peru arrives to the stadium prior to a Copa America Group A soccer match against Argentina in Miami Gardens, Fla., Saturday, June 29, 2024. (AP Photo/Rebecca Blackwell)
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            38 of 39 | 
            A Venezuela's fan celebrates after her team beating 1-0 Mexico during a Copa America Group B soccer match Wednesday, June 26, 2024, in Inglewood, Calif. (AP Photo/Ryan Sun)
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            39 of 39 | 
            A mexican fan poses for photos with his national flag during a Copa America Group B soccer match against Jamaica in Houston, Saturday, June 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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                                    A mexican fan poses for photos with his national flag during a Copa America Group B soccer match against Jamaica in Houston, Saturday, June 22, 2024. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        This collection of photos features fans attending Copa America soccer matches.
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                    Red Bull driver Max Verstappen of the Netherlands crosses the finish line to win the sprint event at the Red Bull Ring racetrack in Spielberg, Austria, Saturday, June 29, 2024. The Austrian Formula One Grand Prix will be held on Sunday. (AP Photo/Christian Bruna, Pool)
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                                        LONDON (AP) -- Miami and Austin, Texas, will keep their Formula 1 sprint races next year as Belgium gets a sprint instead of Austria.
The number of sprint races on the 24-event F1 calendar stays at six for the third year running. 
The Circuit of the Americas at Austin and the Miami street circuit are joined by Belgium's Spa-Francorchamps track, which is the only 2025 sprint venue not hosting a sprint this year, although it did in 2023.
It will be the third year of a sprint race at Austin and the second at Miami.
The other three sprints for 2025 will be in Brazil for the fifth year running, as well as China and Qatar.
F1 shifted around its weekend schedule for this year to move the sprint race to earlier Saturdays, ahead of qualifying for the grand prix.
___
AP auto racing: https://apnews.com/hub/auto-racing
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A cyclist finds his special spot in vineyard-rich Burgundy by taking a different path

            
    
        
    



        
            
                
                    On a cycling trip in the Burgundy region of France, Steve Wartenberg climbed to the top of a cliff and found a spectacular and panoramic view of the Cirque du Bout du Monde. Translated, this means Circus at the End of the World. Cirque also means a steep-walled and semicircular basin on a mountain or steep ridge. 
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            Cyclists ride on the Voie des Vignes a little south of Beaune, in the Burgundy region of France. (Steve Wartenberg via AP)
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            This image shows a view from atop the Cirque du Bout de Monde, near the vineyards of Beaune in the Burgundy region of France. (Steve Wartenberg via AP)
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            A vineyard appears along the Voie des Vignes near Beaune, in the Burgundy region of France. (Steve Wartenberg via AP)
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            This image shows a view from atop the Cirque du Bout de Monde, near the vineyards of Beaune in the Burgundy region of France. (Steve Wartenberg via AP)
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            Cyclists ride through the village of Pommard in the Burgundy region of France. (Steve Wartenberg via AP)
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            A fountain appears in the village of Meursault on the Voie des Vignes, in the Burgundy region of France. (Steve Wartenberg via AP)
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                                        Here's what I discovered on my recent and first trip to the Burgundy region of France: What's good for the grape is good for the cyclist. 
Especially if you enjoy climbing some of the many rocky ridges that line this beautiful, vineyard-filled region in east-central France. It's up there, off the beaten and popular path, that I found my spot, a circus of sorts and perhaps the perfect and most picturesque vantage point in Burgundy.
During my 11-day cycling adventure in Burgundy, I peddled along the popular Voie des Vignes (Route of Vines), through numerous and famous wine villages, along rivers and canals, past chateaux, cathedrals and abbeys. There's an endless and always-scenic variety of riding routes in Burgundy waiting to be explored by bicycle.
Dijon is the region's historic capitol city, the mustard capitol of France and home of the impressive Palace of the Dukes of Burgundy. The train ride from Paris takes about 90 minutes. From Dijon, I took a short connecting train ride to Beaune and eventually Tournus and did day-trip rides from my two "base" towns. Beaune is a walled city surrounded by vineyards; Tournus, on the banks of the Saone River, features an impressive Romanesque cathedral.

    


The region's pinot noir (red) and chardonnay (white) wines are considered among the best in the world, and the well-marked Voie des Vignes route from Beaune south to Santenay (about 14 miles) is the perfect introductory Burgundy ride. 




I was immersed in vineyards and weaved my way along the narrow, well-paved and mostly flat access roads through Pommard, Volnay, Meursault, Puligny-Montrachet and Chassagne-Montrachet, familiar names to oenophiles. These villages are lined with tasting houses and cafes, and several have old, stone churches, a fountain of some sort and statues dedicated to wine or the people who make the wine.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The grapes were just beginning to appear on the vines, and workers were scattered about in groups of two or three, carefully clipping, pruning and tending. The limestone and clay soils that vines sink their roots into are part of why Burgundy wines made from their grapes are so complex, tasty and prized. Cliffs help shield the precious vines from the wind.

    


The cliffs and ridges also presented a challenge I couldn't resist. I've learned over the years on numerous cycling trips that the panoramic views from up high almost always make the climb worthwhile.
And so, from Santenay, instead of heading back the way I'd come, as many cyclists do, I decided to explore the ridges. The first five miles to the village of Nolay were a gentle climb on a bike path through vineyards, forests and then fields of wheat.
And then the real climbing began.
I'm an experienced and fairly confident climber, but the next two miles were a bit of a challenge. And by a bit, I mean a relentless, heart-pounding, leg-quaking ascent that topped out at a little over 500 meters (about 1,640 feet). I made it to the summit of the ridge, and then down the other side to Orches, an old stone village resting below a long line of cliffs. 

    


Those cliffs hadn't been visible from the Voie des Vignes.
"I wonder if I can get up to the top?" I asked myself, and started another climb.
Once at the top, I walked carefully (the only way to walk while wearing clip-in bike shoes near the edge of a rocky, slippery cliff) as close to the edge as I dared. The view was panoramic and spectacular. The cliffs stretched out to the left and right and below were hillside villages and then the vineyard-filled valley. I could see Beaune off in the distance.
I had found, by a fortunate accident, the Cirque du Bout du Monde. Translated, this means Circus at the End of the World. Cirque also means a steep-walled and semicircular basin on a mountain or steep ridge. That's exactly what this was, although the end of the world part is puzzling. This seemed like the start of the world to me.
The Cirque du Bout du Monde is off the bike-route radar and I had the cliffs and views all to myself.
I took several photos, some videos and then ... I stopped and stood there, taking it all in for several minutes. There was a big smile on my face, and I was filled with joy as I listened to the birds chirping and marveled at the view. Finding unexpected treasures like this is one of my favorite things about cycling trips.

    


Over the next several days, I rode to the medieval, hilltop village of Brancion; through the mile-long Tunnel du Bois Clair, a former railroad tunnel and now the longest bicycle tunnel in France; to the famed Chateau de Cormatin and Abbaye de Cluny; on bike paths along the Saone River and the Canal du Bourgogne; and on an endless string of small country roads.
Despite all these scenic cycling routes and historic sights, I couldn't stop thinking about the Cirque du Bout du Monde. And so, I returned and made the climb to the top of the cliffs on my final day of riding. The views were just as spectacular as I had remembered.
---
Steve Wartenberg is a freelance writer based in Columbus, Ohio.
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                                        	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W 	L	Pct.	GB
	San Jose (San Francisco)	12	5	.706	--
	Fresno (Colorado)	7	10	.412	5
	x-Modesto (Seattle)	7	10	.412	5
	Stockton (Oakland) 	6	11	.353	6


	South Division				
		 W 	L 	Pct. 	GB 
	Visalia (Arizona) 	11	6	647	--
	x-Lake Elsinore (San Diego) 	9	8	.529	2
	Rancho Cucamonga (L.A. Dodgers) 	8	9	.471	3
	Inland Empire (L.A. Angels) 	8	9	.471	3


x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, July 9

Lake Elsinore 13, Fresno 5
San Jose 5, Visalia 4
Inland Empire 5, Modesto 3
Rancho Cucamonga 5, Stockton 4
	Wednesday, July 10

Visalia 3, San Jose 0
Fresno 6, Lake Elsinore 3, 10 innings
Inland Empire 10, Modesto 8
Rancho Cucamonga 11, Stockton 9
	Thursday, July 11

Fresno at Lake Elsinore, 9:05 p.m.
Visalia at San Jose, 9:30 p.m.
Modesto at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, July 12

Modesto at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Fresno at Lake Elsinore, 9:45 p.m.
Visalia at San Jose, 10 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, July 13

Visalia at San Jose, 8 p.m.
Fresno at Lake Elsinore, 8:15 p.m.
Modesto at Inland Empire, 9:35 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, July 14

Fresno at Lake Elsinore, 4:15 p.m.

    


Visalia at San Jose, 8 p.m.
Modesto at Inland Empire, 8:35 p.m.
Rancho Cucamonga at Stockton, 9:05 p.m.
	Monday, July 15 - Thursday, July 18

No games scheduled
	Friday, July 19

Inland Empire at Visalia, 9:30 p.m.
Lake Elsinore at Rancho Cucamonga, 9:30 p.m.
San Jose at Fresno, 10:05 p.m.
Stockton at Modesto, 10:05 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W 	L	Pct.	GB
	San Jose (San Francisco)	12	5	.706	--
	Fresno (Colorado)	7	10	.412	5
	x-Modesto (Seattle)	7	10	.412	5
	Stockton (Oakland) 	6	11	.353	6





	South Division				
		 W 	L 	Pct. 	GB 
	Visalia (Arizona) 	11	6	647	--
	x-Lake Elsinore (San Diego) 	9	8	.529	2
	Rancho Cucamonga (L.A. Dodgers) 	8	9	.471	3
	Inland Empire (L.A. Angels) 	8	9	.471	3

___
	Tuesday, July 9

Rancho Cucamonga 5, Stockton 4
	Wednesday, July 10

Rancho Cucamonga 11, Stockton 9
	Thursday, July 11

Rancho Cucamonga at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, July 12

Rancho Cucamonga at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, July 13

Rancho Cucamonga at Stockton, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, July 14

Rancho Cucamonga at Stockton, 9:05 p.m.
	Monday, July 15 - Thursday, July 18

No games scheduled
	Friday, July 19
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	Northwest League				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Vancouver (Toronto) 	14	3	.824	--
	x-Spokane (Colorado) 	12	5	.706	2
	Everett (Seattle) 	9	8	.529	5
	Eugene (San Francisco) 	8	9	.471	6
	Hillsboro (Arizona)	4	13	.253	10
	Tri-City (L.A. Angels)	4	13	.253	10

x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, July 9

Vancouver 6, Eugene 0
Everett 6, Spokane 3, 10 innings
Tri-City 9, Hillsboro 4
	Wednesday, July 10

Vancouver 9, Eugene 4
Spokane 5, Everett 4
Tri-City 7, Hillsboro 0
	Thursday, July 11

Vancouver at Eugene, 9:35 p.m.
Everett at Spokane, 9:35 p.m.
Tri-City at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, July 12

Vancouver at Eugene, 9:35 p.m.
Tri-City at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
Everett at Spokane, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, July 13

Vancouver at Eugene, 8:05 p.m.
Tri-City at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
Everett at Spokane, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, July 14

Tri-City at Hillsboro, 4:05 p.m.
Everett at Spokane, 4:05 p.m.
Vancouver at Eugene, 8:05 p.m.
	Monday, July 15 - Thursday, July 18

No games scheduled
	Friday, July 19

Spokane at Vancouver, 4:05 p.m.
Hillsboro at Everett, 10:05 p.m.
Eugene at Tri-City, 10:05 p.m.
All Times EDT
	Northwest League				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Vancouver (Toronto) 	14	3	.824	--
	x-Spokane (Colorado) 	12	5	.706	2
	Everett (Seattle) 	9	8	.529	5
	Eugene (San Francisco) 	8	9	.471	6
	Hillsboro (Arizona)	4	13	.253	10
	Tri-City (L.A. Angels)	4	13	.253	10

___
	Tuesday, July 9

Tri-City 9, Hillsboro 4
	Wednesday, July 10

Tri-City 7, Hillsboro 0
	Thursday, July 11

Tri-City at Hillsboro, 10:05 p.m.
	Friday, July 12

Everett at Spokane, 10:05 p.m.
	Saturday, July 13

Vancouver at Eugene, 8:05 p.m.
Everett at Spokane, 10:05 p.m.
	Sunday, July 14

	Monday, July 15 - Thursday, July 18

No games scheduled
	Friday, July 19


                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/27586e21b90311a62d884468523772b0



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





  
    Triple-A Pacific Coast League Glance | AP News
    
  




  
	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Triple-A Pacific Coast League Glance

                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        	All Times EDT				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Reno (Arizona)	12	2	.857	--
	x-Sugar Land (Houston) 	7	5	.583	4
	El Paso (San Diego) 	8	6	.571	4
	Albuquerque (Colorado) 	7	7	.500	5
	Round Rock (Texas) 	7	7	.500	5
	Tacoma (Seattle) 	7	7	.500	5
	Las Vegas (Oakland) 	6	6	.500	5
	Salt Lake (L.A. Angels)	6	8	.429	6
	Oklahoma City (L.A. Dodgers)	4	10	.286	8
	Sacramento (San Francisco)	4	10	.286	8

x - First Half winner
____
	Tuesday, July 9

Reno 14, Round Rock 10
El Paso 7, Oklahoma City 3
Las Vegas at Sugar Land, ppd. 
Tacoma 10, Albuquerque 9
Sacramento 6, Salt Lake 2
	Wednesday, July 10

Albuquerque 14, Tacoma 12
Las Vegas at Sugar Land, ppd.
El Paso 12, Oklahoma City 3
Salt Lake 6, Sacramento 5
Round Rock 8, Reno 7
	Thursday, July 11

El Paso at Oklahoma City, 8:05 p.m.
Las Vegas at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.
Tacoma at Albuquerque, 8:35 p.m.
Sacramento at Salt Lake, 8:35 p.m.
Round Rock at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
	Friday, July 12

El Paso at Oklahoma City, 8:05 p.m.
Las Vegas at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.
Tacoma at Albuquerque, 8:35 p.m.
Sacramento at Salt Lake, 8:35 p.m.
Round Rock at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
	Saturday, July 13

El Paso at Oklahoma City, 8:05 p.m.
Las Vegas at Sugar Land, 8:05 p.m.
Tacoma at Albuquerque, 8:35 p.m.
Sacramento at Salt Lake, 8:35 p.m.
Round Rock at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
	Sunday, July 14

Tacoma at Albuquerque, 2:05 p.m.
El Paso at Oklahoma City, 2:05 p.m.
Sacramento at Salt Lake, 3:05 p.m.

    


Round Rock at Reno, 4:05 p.m.
Las Vegas at Sugar Land, 7:35 p.m.
	Monday, July 15 - Thursday, July 18

No games scheduled
	Friday, July 19

Oklahoma City at Round Rock, 8:15 p.m.
Sugar Land at El Paso, 8:35 p.m.
Albuquerque at Sacramento, 9:45 p.m.
Salt Lake at Las Vegas, 10:05 p.m.
Reno at Tacoma, 10:05 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Reno (Arizona)	12	2	.857	--
	x-Sugar Land (Houston) 	7	5	.583	4
	El Paso (San Diego) 	8	6	.571	4
	Albuquerque (Colorado) 	7	7	.500	5
	Round Rock (Texas) 	7	7	.500	5
	Tacoma (Seattle) 	7	7	.500	5
	Las Vegas (Oakland) 	6	6	.500	5
	Salt Lake (L.A. Angels)	6	8	.429	6
	Oklahoma City (L.A. Dodgers)	4	10	.286	8
	Sacramento (San Francisco)	4	10	.286	8

____
	Tuesday, July 9

Sacramento 6, Salt Lake 2
	Wednesday, July 10





Round Rock 8, Reno 7
	Thursday, July 11

Round Rock at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
	Friday, July 12

Round Rock at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
	Saturday, July 13

Round Rock at Reno, 9:35 p.m.
	Sunday, July 14

Las Vegas at Sugar Land, 7:35 p.m.
	Monday, July 15 - Thursday, July 18

No games scheduled
	Friday, July 19
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                                        	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	x-Greensboro (Pittsburgh) 	12	5	.706	--
	Aberdeen (Baltimore) 	9	8	.529	3
	Hudson Valley (N.Y. Yankees) 	8	8	.500	31/2
	Jersey Shore (Philadelphia) 	8	9	.471	4
	Wilmington (Washington)	7	9	.438	41/2
	Brooklyn (N.Y. Mets) 	5	12	.294	7


	South Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Bowling Green (Tampa Bay) 	11	5	.688	--
	Greenville (Boston) 	9	7	.563	2
	Winston-Salem (CWS)	9	8	.529	21/2
	Asheville (Houston) 	8	8	.500	3
	Hickory (Texas) 	8	9	.471	31/2
	x-Rome (Atlanta)	5	11	.313	6


x - First Half winner
_____
	Tuesday, July 9

Winston-Salem 11, Greensboro 9
Wilmington 5, Brooklyn 3
Aberdeen12, Asheville 2
Greenville at Rome, ppd.
Jersey Shore 3, Hudson Valley 2
Hickory at Bowling Green, ppd.
	Wednesday, July 10

Winston-Salem 7, Greensboro 4, 10 innings
 Jersey Shore 10, Hudson Valley 4
Bowling Green 7, Hickory 2, 1st game
Hickory 2, Bowling Green 1, 2nd game
Wilmington 6, Brooklyn 2
Asheville 7, Aberdeen 5
Greenville 6, Rome 5
	Thursday, July 11

Greenville at Rome, 2, 5 p.m.
Winston-Salem at Greensboro, 6:30 p.m.
Brooklyn at Wilmington, 6:35 p.m.
Aberdeen at Asheville, 6:35 p.m.
Hudson Valley at Jersey Shore, 7:05 p.m.
Hickory at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, July 12

Winston-Salem at Greensboro, 6:30 p.m.

    


Brooklyn at Wilmington, 6:35 p.m.
Aberdeen at Asheville, 6:35 p.m.
Greenville at Rome, 7 p.m.
Hudson Valley at Jersey Shore, 7:05 p.m.
Hickory at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Saturday, July 13

Brooklyn at Wilmington, 6:05 p.m.
Aberdeen at Asheville, 6:05 p.m.
Winston-Salem at Greensboro, 6:30 p.m.


Greenville at Rome, 7 p.m.
Hudson Valley at Jersey Shore, 7:05 p.m.
Hickory at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Sunday, July 14

Greenville at Rome, 1 p.m.
Brooklyn at Wilmington, 1:05 p.m.
Hudson Valley at Jersey Shore, 1:05 p.m.
Aberdeen at Asheville, 1:05 p.m.
Winston-Salem at Greensboro, 2 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Hickory at Bowling Green, 2:05 p.m.
	Monday, July 15 - Thursday, July 18

No games scheduled
	Friday, July 19

Jersey Shore at Brooklyn, 7 p.m.
Greensboro at Hickory, 7 p.m.
Asheville at Winston-Salem, 7 p.m.
Wilmington at Aberdeen, 7:05 p.m.
Rome at Hudson Valley, 7:05 p.m.
Bowling Green at Greenville, 7:05 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	x-Greensboro (Pittsburgh) 	12	5	.706	--
	Aberdeen (Baltimore) 	9	8	.529	3
	Hudson Valley (N.Y. Yankees) 	8	8	.500	31/2
	Jersey Shore (Philadelphia) 	8	9	.471	4
	Wilmington (Washington)	7	9	.438	41/2
	Brooklyn (N.Y. Mets) 	5	12	.294	7

	South Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Bowling Green (Tampa Bay) 	11	5	.688	--
	Greenville (Boston) 	9	7	.563	2
	Winston-Salem (CWS)	9	8	.529	21/2
	Asheville (Houston) 	8	8	.500	3
	Hickory (Texas) 	8	9	.471	31/2
	x-Rome (Atlanta)	5	11	.313	6

_____
	Tuesday, July 9

Hickory at Bowling Green, ppd.
	Wednesday, July 10

Greenville 6, Rome 5
	Thursday, July 11

Hickory at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, July 12

Hickory at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Saturday, July 13

Hickory at Bowling Green, 7:35 p.m.
	Sunday, July 14

Hickory at Bowling Green, 2:05 p.m.
	Monday, July 15 - Thursday, July 18

No games scheduled
	Friday, July 19
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	All Times EDT				
	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Quebec 	34	19	.642	--
	Ottawa	31	19	.620	11/2
	New York	31	20	.608	2
	Trois-Rivieres 	29	22	.569	4
	Tri-City 	28	25	.528	6
	Sussex County	18	34	.346	151/2
	New England	17	35	.327	161/2
	New Jersey 	16	36	.308	171/2



	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Washington 	35	17	.673	--
	Lake Erie 	34	19	.642	11/2
	Gateway 	30	22	.577	5
	Schaumburg 	29	23	.558	6
	Joliet 	23	29	.442	12
	Florence 	22	30	.423	13
	Evansville 	20	33	377	151/2
	Windy City 	20	34	.370	16


___
	Tuesday, July 9

New England 5, Tri-City 4, 11 innings
Ottawa 14, Trois-Rivieres 3
New Jersey 7, Florence 6
Washington 7, Evansville 1
Lake Erie 9, Sussex County 3
Quebec 4, New York 3
Gateway at Windy City, ppd.
Schaumburg at Joliet, ppd.
	Wednesday, July 10

Schaumburg 2, Joliet 1
Gateway 3, Windy City 1, 1st game
Washington 5, Evansville 4
New England 17, Tri-City 4
Trois-Rivieres at Ottawa, ppd.
New Jersey 5, Florence 4
Sussex County 5, Lake Erie 1

    


Quebec 4, New York 2
Gateway5,t Windy City 2, 2nd game
	Thursday, July 11

Tri-City at New England, 6:30 p.m.
Trois-Rivieres at Ottawa, 2, 5 p.m.
Florence at New Jersey, 6:35 p.m.
Evansville at Washington, 7:05 p.m.
Lake Erie at Sussex County, 7:05 p.m.
New York at Quebec, 7:05 p.m.




Gateway at Windy City, 7:35 p.m.
Schaumburg at Joliet, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, July 12

Trois-Rivieres at New England, 6:30 p.m.
New Jersey at Tri-City, 6:30 p.m.
Quebec at Ottawa, 6:30 p.m.
Washington at Florence, 7:03 p.m.
New York at Sussex County, 7:05 p.m.
Evansville at Lake Erie, 7:05 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Windy City at Schaumburg, 7:30 p.m.
Joliet at Gateway, 7:30 p.m.
	Saturday, July 13

Washington at Florence, 6:36 a.m.
Quebec at Ottawa, 6 p.m.
Trois-Rivieres at New England, 6:30 p.m.
New Jersey at Tri-City, 6:30 p.m.
New York at Sussex County, 6:35 p.m.
Evansville at Lake Erie, 7:05 p.m.
Windy City at Schaumburg, 7:30 p.m.
Joliet at Gateway, 7:30 p.m.
	Sunday, July 14

Trois-Rivieres at New England, 1 p.m.
Quebec at Ottawa, 1 p.m.
Washington at Florence, 1:07 p.m.
Windy City at Schaumburg, 2 p.m.
New York at Sussex County, 2:05 p.m., 1st game

    


Evansville at Lake Erie, 2:05 p.m.
New Jersey at Tri-City, 5 p.m.
New York at Sussex County, 5:05 p.m., 2nd game
Joliet at Gateway, 6:30 p.m.
	Monday, July 15 - Thursday, July 18

No games scheduled
	Friday, July 19

New England at New Jersey, 6:35 p.m.
New York at Trois-Rivieres, 7:05 p.m.
Ottawa at Sussex County, 7:05 p.m.
Tri-City at Quebec, 7:05 p.m.
Florence at Lake Erie, 7:05 p.m.
Gateway at Schaumburg, 7:30 p.m.
Windy City at Joliet, 7:35 p.m.
Washington at Evansville, 7:35 p.m.
	All Times EDT				
	East Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Quebec 	34	19	.642	--
	Ottawa	31	19	.620	11/2
	New York	31	20	.608	2
	Trois-Rivieres 	29	22	.569	4
	Tri-City 	28	25	.528	6
	Sussex County	18	34	.346	151/2
	New England	17	35	.327	161/2
	New Jersey 	16	36	.308	171/2

	West Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Washington 	35	17	.673	--
	Lake Erie 	34	19	.642	11/2
	Gateway 	30	22	.577	5
	Schaumburg 	29	23	.558	6
	Joliet 	23	29	.442	12
	Florence 	22	30	.423	13
	Evansville 	20	33	377	151/2
	Windy City 	20	34	.370	16

___
	Tuesday, July 9

Schaumburg at Joliet, ppd.
	Wednesday, July 10

Gateway5,t Windy City 2, 2nd game
	Thursday, July 11

Schaumburg at Joliet, 7:35 p.m.
	Friday, July 12

Joliet at Gateway, 7:30 p.m.
	Saturday, July 13

Joliet at Gateway, 7:30 p.m.
	Sunday, July 14

Joliet at Gateway, 6:30 p.m.
	Monday, July 15 - Thursday, July 18

No games scheduled
	Friday, July 19
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                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        	All Times EDT				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Rochester (Washington) 	11	3	.786	--
	Lehigh Valley (Philadelphia) 	9	5	.643	2
	Durham (Tampa Bay) 	8	6	.571	3
	Memphis (St. Louis) 	8	6	.571	3
	Nashville (Milwaukee) 	8	6	.571	3
	Columbus (Cleveland)	7	6	.538	31/2
	Syracuse (N.Y. Mets) 	7	6	.538	31/2
	Worcester (Boston)	7	6	.538	31/2
	Gwinnett (Atlanta) 	7	7	.500	4
	Iowa (Chicago Cubs) 	7	7	.500	4
	x-Omaha (Kansas City) 	7	7	.500	4
	Jacksonville (Miami) 	6	7	.462	41/2
	Louisville (Cincinnati) 	6	7	.462	41/2
	St. Paul (Minnesota) 	6	8	.429	5
	Toledo (Detroit) 	6	8	.429	5
	Charlotte (Chicago White Sox) 	5	7	.417	5
	Indianapolis (Pittsburgh) 	5	7	.417	5
	Scranton/WB (N.Y. Yankees)	5	7	.417	5
	Norfolk (Baltimore) 	5	8	.385	51/2
	Buffalo (Toronto) 	4	10	.286	7

x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, July 9

Buffalo 7, Lehigh Valley 5
Scranton/WB 8, Syracuse 6, 10 innings
Louisville 8, St. Paul 1, 5 innings
Rochester 5, Worcester 1
Durham 10, Charlotte 7
Columbus at Indianapolis, ppd.
Gwinnett 3, Jacksonville 2, 10 innings
Nashville 3, Iowa 1
Omaha 9, Toledo 7
Norfolk 6, Memphis 4
	Wednesday, July 10

Durham 7, Charlotte 4
Gwinnett 10, Jacksonville 5
Worcester 7, Rochester 6
Omaha 10, Toledo 9
Columbus 3, Indianapolis 1
Scranton/WB at Syracuse, ppd.
Louisville 6, St. Paul 5
Lehigh Valley 12, Buffalo 5
Nashville 11, Iowa 2
Memphis 7, Norfolk 2
	Thursday, July 11

Scranton/WB at Syracuse, 2, 4 p.m.
Columbus at Indianapolis, 2, 5:35 p.m.
St. Paul at Louisville, 6:35 p.m.
Rochester at Worcester, 6:45 p.m.
Durham at Charlotte, 7:04 p.m.
Jacksonville at Gwinnett, 7:05 p.m.
Buffalo at Lehigh Valley, 7:05 p.m.
Iowa at Nashville, 7:35 p.m.
Toledo at Omaha, 8:05 p.m.
Norfolk at Memphis, 8:05 p.m.
	Friday, July 12


    


Scranton/WB at Syracuse, 6:35 p.m.
Rochester at Worcester, 6:45 p.m.
Durham at Charlotte, 7:04 p.m.
Columbus at Indianapolis, 7:05 p.m.
Jacksonville at Gwinnett, 7:05 p.m.
Buffalo at Lehigh Valley, 7:05 p.m.
St. Paul at Louisville, 7:15 p.m.
Iowa at Nashville, 7:35 p.m.




Toledo at Omaha, 8:05 p.m.
Norfolk at Memphis, 8:05 p.m.
	Saturday, July 13

Rochester at Worcester, 4:05 p.m.
Durham at Charlotte, 6:05 p.m.
Jacksonville at Gwinnett, 6:05 p.m.
Scranton/WB at Syracuse, 6:35 p.m.
Buffalo at Lehigh Valley, 6:35 p.m.
Columbus at Indianapolis, 7:05 p.m.
Toledo at Omaha, 7:05 p.m.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

St. Paul at Louisville, 7:15 p.m.
Iowa at Nashville, 7:35 p.m.
Norfolk at Memphis, 7:35 p.m.
	Sunday, July 14

Rochester at Worcester, 1:05 p.m.
Scranton/WB at Syracuse, 1:05 p.m.
Jacksonville at Gwinnett, 1:05 p.m.
Buffalo at Lehigh Valley, 1:05 p.m.
St. Paul at Louisville, 1:05 p.m.
Columbus at Indianapolis, 1:35 p.m.
Iowa at Nashville, 2:05 p.m.
Norfolk at Memphis, 2:05 p.m.
Durham at Charlotte, 5:05 p.m.
Toledo at Omaha, 6:05 p.m.
	Monday, July 15

No games scheduled.
	All Times EDT				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Rochester (Washington) 	11	3	.786	--
	Lehigh Valley (Philadelphia) 	9	5	.643	2
	Durham (Tampa Bay) 	8	6	.571	3
	Memphis (St. Louis) 	8	6	.571	3
	Nashville (Milwaukee) 	8	6	.571	3
	Columbus (Cleveland)	7	6	.538	31/2
	Syracuse (N.Y. Mets) 	7	6	.538	31/2
	Worcester (Boston)	7	6	.538	31/2
	Gwinnett (Atlanta) 	7	7	.500	4
	Iowa (Chicago Cubs) 	7	7	.500	4
	x-Omaha (Kansas City) 	7	7	.500	4
	Jacksonville (Miami) 	6	7	.462	41/2
	Louisville (Cincinnati) 	6	7	.462	41/2
	St. Paul (Minnesota) 	6	8	.429	5
	Toledo (Detroit) 	6	8	.429	5
	Charlotte (Chicago White Sox) 	5	7	.417	5
	Indianapolis (Pittsburgh) 	5	7	.417	5
	Scranton/WB (N.Y. Yankees)	5	7	.417	5
	Norfolk (Baltimore) 	5	8	.385	51/2
	Buffalo (Toronto) 	4	10	.286	7

___
	Tuesday, July 9

Norfolk 6, Memphis 4
	Wednesday, July 10

Memphis 7, Norfolk 2
	Thursday, July 11


    


Norfolk at Memphis, 8:05 p.m.
	Friday, July 12

Norfolk at Memphis, 8:05 p.m.
	Saturday, July 13

Norfolk at Memphis, 7:35 p.m.
	Sunday, July 14

Toledo at Omaha, 6:05 p.m.
	Monday, July 15
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            1 of 8 | 
            Oakland Athletics catcher Shea Langeliers, left, tags out Boston Red Sox's Jamie Westbrook as he attempts to roll away while trying to score on double by Ceddanne Rafaela during the fifth inning of a baseball game at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            2 of 8 | 
            Oakland Athletics pitcher JP Sears delivers during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Boston Red Sox at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            3 of 8 | 
            Oakland Athletics pitcher Mason Miller (19) is congratulated by catcher Shea Langeliers after defeating the Boston Red Sox in a baseball game at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. Miller earned a save in the win. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            4 of 8 | 
            Oakland Athletics outfielder Lawrence Butler (4) smiles after defeating the Boston Red Sox 5-2 after a baseball game at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            5 of 8 | 
            Boston Red Sox pitcher Nick Pivetta delivers during the first inning of a baseball game against the Oakland Athletics at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            6 of 8 | 
            Oakland Athletics' Lawrence Butler celebrates after his two-RBI double during the third inning of a baseball game against the Boston Red Sox at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            7 of 8 | 
            Boston Red Sox pitcher Nick Pivetta reacts after walking Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers with bases loaded during the third inning of a baseball game at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            8 of 8 | 
            Boston Red Sox designated hitter Masataka Yoshida grounds out during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Oakland Athletics at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Oakland Athletics catcher Shea Langeliers, left, tags out Boston Red Sox's Jamie Westbrook as he attempts to roll away while trying to score on double by Ceddanne Rafaela during the fifth inning of a baseball game at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Oakland Athletics pitcher JP Sears delivers during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Boston Red Sox at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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                                    Oakland Athletics pitcher JP Sears delivers during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Boston Red Sox at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            3 of 8 | 
            Oakland Athletics pitcher Mason Miller (19) is congratulated by catcher Shea Langeliers after defeating the Boston Red Sox in a baseball game at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. Miller earned a save in the win. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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                                    Oakland Athletics pitcher Mason Miller (19) is congratulated by catcher Shea Langeliers after defeating the Boston Red Sox in a baseball game at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. Miller earned a save in the win. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            4 of 8 | 
            Oakland Athletics outfielder Lawrence Butler (4) smiles after defeating the Boston Red Sox 5-2 after a baseball game at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Boston Red Sox pitcher Nick Pivetta delivers during the first inning of a baseball game against the Oakland Athletics at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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                                    Boston Red Sox pitcher Nick Pivetta delivers during the first inning of a baseball game against the Oakland Athletics at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            6 of 8 | 
            Oakland Athletics' Lawrence Butler celebrates after his two-RBI double during the third inning of a baseball game against the Boston Red Sox at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            7 of 8 | 
            Boston Red Sox pitcher Nick Pivetta reacts after walking Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers with bases loaded during the third inning of a baseball game at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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                                    Boston Red Sox pitcher Nick Pivetta reacts after walking Oakland Athletics' Shea Langeliers with bases loaded during the third inning of a baseball game at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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            Boston Red Sox designated hitter Masataka Yoshida grounds out during the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Oakland Athletics at Fenway Park, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Boston. (AP Photo/Charles Krupa)
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                                        BOSTON (AP) -- Lawrence Butler hit a two-run double to back a solid outing from JP Sears as the Oakland Athletics beat the Boston Red Sox 5-2 on Wednesday night.
Oakland improved to 1-4 this season against the Red Sox, who had won seven of eight overall. Butler finished with two hits and a walk.
"It builds confidence, for sure," A's manager Mark Kotsay said. "I was thinking about it during the game: Those two balls he hit, if you go back two weeks ago, three weeks ago, he was taking those for strikes. Those two balls he hit tonight were missiles, and a huge momentum swing in the game."
Nick Pivetta (4-6) took the loss despite striking out eight consecutive batters, tying a Red Sox record for the second time. He also fanned eight straight Detroit Tigers on May 30. 
The only other Red Sox pitcher to accomplish the feat was Roger Clemens, when he whiffed a record 20 total hitters against Seattle on April 29, 1986. 

    


"It's good. I'm always grateful to be in that position and to be able to do things like that," Pivetta said. "I just didn't throw strikes in the third inning."
Pivetta went 6 2/3 innings, giving up four runs on six hits and two walks. He struck out 10, reaching double digits for the 15th time in his career and third this season.




Sears (6-7) pitched 5 2/3 innings, allowing one run on four hits and two walks with eight strikeouts. 
"Definitely not the start I wanted," said Sears, who escaped a bases-loaded jam in the first. "But, got out of it good and felt good after. It just got a little sweaty there in the first inning and some balls got away from me. But yeah, I was super happy with how I got out of there, get through that and get through the game. Super thrilled to be out there in the sixth."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Mason Miller, Oakland's rookie All-Star, got his 15th save with two strikeouts in a scoreless ninth.
Oakland scored three runs in the third. Max Schuemann and Miguel Andujar singled before Brent Rooker and Shea Langeliers drew consecutive two-out walks from Pivetta, forcing in a run. Butler's double made it 3-0.

    


"That inning, he lost it. Couldn't throw strikes," Red Sox manager Alex Cora said. "We put ourselves in a bad spot. But overall, the eight strikeouts, or whatever it was, after that he found it and he was really good. Toward the end, we pushed him there. But overall, a good one. But in that inning, mechanics or whatever it was, he was off."
The A's added a run in the seventh when JJ Bleday's two-out double scored Schuemann. They got another run in the eighth against right-hander Josh Winckowski as Rooker led off with a ground-rule double followed by a single from Langeliers and a walk to Butler, setting up Tyler Nevin's sacrifice fly.
Rob Refsnyder hit a leadoff homer for Boston in the sixth. Tyler O'Neill had an RBI infield single in the seventh before All-Star slugger Rafael Devers grounded out with the bases loaded to end the inning.
TRAINER'S ROOM
Red Sox: RHP Chris Martin, sidelined with right elbow inflammation, played catch for the first time since going on the injured list July 4. ... RHP Bryan Mata, on the IL with a right hamstring strain, pitched two innings for Triple-A Worcester, giving up three runs and two hits with four strikeouts.
UP NEXT
The teams wrap up their six-game season series Thursday night. RHP Luis Medina (2-3, 4.37 ERA) is scheduled to start for the Athletics against All-Star RHP Tanner Houck (7-6, 2.68).
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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                                        ST. LOUIS (AP) -- Salvador Perez homered in both games and MJ Melendez added a solo shot in the nightcap to help the Kansas City Royals beat the St. Louis Cardinals 8-5 for a sweep of a day-night doubleheader Wednesday.
Kansas City took the opener 6-4. The Royals have won three in a row to improve to 51-43 -- a season after winning just 56 games.
Michael Wacha (6-6) went five innings for the victory in the second game. He pitched seven seasons in St. Louis (2013-2019) and was the MVP of the 2013 NLCS against the Los Angeles Dodgers. This was his first start in St. Louis since leaving five years ago.
"There were definitely some emotions there," Wacha said. "It was hard to treat it like just another start."
Lars Nootbaar homered for St. Louis in the second game to give the Cardinals a 1-0 lead in the second.
Closer James McArthur picked up his 17th save of the season and second of the day. McArthur had not pitched over the previous six days and was ready for the two-game challenge.

    


"It was just one of those things where you just throw and see how you're feeling," McArthur said.
Perez led off the sixth with his 16th of season to pushed the lead to 6-4. 




"He makes us go," Royals manager Matt Quatraro said about Perez. "The middle of the order is big for us and no one is bigger than Salvy."
Perez was 3 for 7 with two homers and four RBI in the doubleheader. It was the second time in his career that he went deep in both games of the doubleheader. The first came on May 21, 2017 against Minnesota.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Melendez began the third with his 10th of the season.
Wacha gave up four runs on seven hits over over five innings. He had allowed two earned runs or fewer in his previous eight starts.
Kyle Isbel added a solo homer leading off the ninth for the Royals, who were playing their first day-night doubleheader since July 15, 2023.
Isbel says the group proved a point with the road sweep.

    


"It shows what kind of team that we have," Isbel said. "It was a long day and you just have to stay locked in at all times."
Bobby Witt Jr. highlighted Kansas City's a two-run outburst in the fourth inning with a sacrifice fly.
St. Louis rookie Gordon Graceffo (0-1) allowed four hits and three runs over 3 1/3 innings in his first start and second big league appearance.
Nootbaar returned to the lineup on Monday after missing 36 games with an oblique strain.
"At the end of the day, the wins would make you feel a lot better," Nootbaar said.
Garrett Hampson drove in two runs with a double in the opener, while Hunter Renfroe added two hits for the Royals. Nolan Arenado, Alec Burleson and Paul Goldschmidt homered for the Cardinals in the first game.
Alec Marsh (7-6) gave up three runs and three hits in six innings to earn the victory. He struck out eight and walked one. Marsh retired the last 11 batters he faced
McArthur got the save after giving up a one-out solo home run to Goldschmidt and a two-out single to Arenado in the ninth inning.
Andre Pallante (4-4) pitched 6 1/3 innings, his longest outing this season. He took the loss, allowing four runs and six hits with five strikeouts and no walks.

    


Perez, who will play in the All-Star Game next week, hit a 424-foot homer onto the grass in center field with one out in the sixth, giving the Royals a 4-3 lead.
EXTRA PLAYERS
Royals: Recalled left-hander Walter Pennington from Triple-A Omaha to serve as their 27th man for the doubleheader. The 26-year-old made his big-league debut last week in Colorado, retiring both batters he faced.
Cardinals: Recalled right-hander Gordon Graceffo from Triple-A Memphis to serve as their 27th man for the doubleheader.
TRAINER'S ROOM
Cardinals: C Ivan Herrera (lower back tightness) caught a full nine innings Tuesday at Triple-A Memphis. He also hit a home run.
UP NEXT
Royals: Will open a three-game series at Boston on Friday. Neither team has announced a starter.
Cardinals: RHP Sonny Gray (9-5, 3.30) will open a four-game series at home against the Chicago Cubs on Friday.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/MLB
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            Houston Astros' Jon Singleton, right, scores past Miami Marlins catcher Ali Sanchez on an RBI double by Jake Meyers during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Houston Astros' Joey Loperfido runs the bases after hitting a two-run home run during the second inning of a baseball game against the Miami Marlins, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Houston Astros starting pitcher Framber Valdez delivers during the first inning of a baseball game against the Miami Marlins, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Miami Marlins starting pitcher Bryan Hoeing delivers during the first inning of a baseball game against the Houston Astros, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Houston Astros designated hitter Yordan Alvarez (44) steals second base ahead of the late tag by Miami Marlins second baseman Jonah Bride during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Houston Astros' Jon Singleton smiles after scoring on an RBI double by Jake Meyers during the second inning of a baseball game against the Miami Marlins, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Miami Marlins center fielder Jazz Chisholm Jr. leaps but misses an RBI double by Houston Astros' Jake Meyers during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Houston Astros' Joey Loperfido celebrates with teammates in the dugout after hitting a two-run home run during the second inning of a baseball game against the Miami Marlins, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Miami Marlins starting pitcher Bryan Hoeing walks near the mound after committing a throwing error on a ground ball hit by Houston Astros' Alex Bregman during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Houston Astros' Joey Loperfido runs the bases after hitting a two-run home run during the second inning of a baseball game against the Miami Marlins, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Houston Astros designated hitter Yordan Alvarez (44) steals second base ahead of the late tag by Miami Marlins second baseman Jonah Bride during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Miami Marlins center fielder Jazz Chisholm Jr. leaps but misses an RBI double by Houston Astros' Jake Meyers during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)
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            Read More
        
    



                            

                            
                                
                                    
                                    9 of 9

                                    
                                    Miami Marlins starting pitcher Bryan Hoeing walks near the mound after committing a throwing error on a ground ball hit by Houston Astros' Alex Bregman during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Houston. (AP Photo/Kevin M. Cox)


                                    
                                    
                                            
    


                                        
Read More
                                
                            

                        

                    

                
            
        

        
        
      



                            

                            

                            
                                
            By 
            KRISTIE RIEKEN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        HOUSTON (AP) -- Framber Valdez struck out a season-high 10 and allowed one run in seven innings, and rookie Joey Loperfido homered and tripled to lead the Houston Astros to a 9-1 victory over the Miami Marlins on Wednesday night.
Valdez (8-5) allowed just six singles and earned his third straight win.
"The curveball was a big pitch for him today," manager Joe Espada said. "He landed it early in the count and got some swings and misses for strikeouts. He was really good."
Loperfido hit a two-run homer as the Astros jumped on Bryan Hoeing (0-2) for four runs in the second inning to take a 5-0 lead. His first career triple came in the fourth inning.
The win was the eighth straight at home for the Astros, who have won eight of their last 11 games overall to improve to 48-44.
"The most important thing is to win and that's what the team is doing," Valdez said through a translator. "Just win, win, win, it doesn't matter what anybody else is doing. As long as we continue winning, we know that we can reach our goal."

    


Rookie Xavier Edwards had two hits and drove in Miami's only run.
Hoeing, who has made 11 relief appearances this season, permitted eight hits and five runs -- four earned -- in three innings in his second start of the year.




"I thought his stuff overall was OK," Marlins manager Skip Schumaker said. "He just left some balls over the plate with runners in scoring position and a really good team capitalizes on that stuff." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Jose Altuve hit a leadoff single before Yordan Alvarez walked with one out. Both players stole a base before Altuve scored on a single to right field by Yainer Diaz to make it 1-0. Alvarez attempted to score on the play, but was tagged out at the plate.
Jon Singleton singled to start Houston's second and scored when Jake Meyers doubled to center field on a ball that was deflected by Jazz Chisholm Jr. as he crashed off the padded wall.

    


Meyers moved to third on a wild pitch by Hoeing before Loperfido's one-out shot to right field made it 4-0. Alex Bregman hit an infield single with one out and Hoeing's throwing error on the play left him at second.
Houston extended the lead to 5-0 when Bregman scored on a single to center field by Alvarez.
Loperfido tripled when his fly ball sailed just out of reach of Chisholm with no outs in the fourth. He scored when Bregman reached on a fielder's choice that made it 6-0.
Edwards cut the lead to 6-1 on an RBI single with one out in the fifth. 
An RBI double by Trey Cabbage pushed Houston's advantage to 7-1 with one out in the sixth. Diaz smacked a single to center field to score two more after that and make it 9-1.
TRAINER'S ROOM
Astros: Alvarez was lifted for a pinch hitter in the fourth inning because of tightness in his right hip. Espada said they don't think the problem is serious. "I just talked to him a little bit and hopefully it's nothing that will linger for a long time," he said. 
UP NEXT
Houston RHP Jake Bloss (0-0, 4.91 ERA) is scheduled to come off the injured list to make his second major league start in the series finale Thursday night. Bloss injured his shoulder in his MLB debut June 21 and threw four scoreless innings in a rehabilitation outing with Triple-A Sugar Land Saturday. RHP Roddery Munoz (1-3, 5.48) will start for Miami.
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/MLB
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                                        	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Lancaster	3	1	.750	--
	Long Island 	2	2	.500	1
	Staten Island 	2	2	.500	1
	Hagerstown 	1	2	.333	11/2
	x-York	1	3	.250	2


	South Division 				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	x-Gastonia	4	0	1.000	--
	High Point 	3	1	.750	1
	Southern Maryland 	2	1	.667	11/2
	Charleston	1	3	.250	3
	Lexington 	0	4	.000	4


x - First Half winner
___
	Tuesday, July 9

High Point 5, Lexington 0
Long Island 10, York 5
Gastonia 8, Charleston 7
Lancaster 6, Staten Island 5
Southern Maryland 10, Hagerstown 5
	Wednesday, July 10

High Point 11, Lexington 1
Gastonia 16, Charleston 9
York 16, Long Island 9
Lancaster 5, Staten Island 4
Southern Maryland 8, Hagerstown 2, susp. due to rain
	All Times EDT				
	North Division				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	Lancaster	3	1	.750	--
	Long Island 	2	2	.500	1
	Staten Island 	2	2	.500	1
	Hagerstown 	1	2	.333	11/2
	x-York	1	3	.250	2

	South Division 				
		W	L	Pct.	GB
	x-Gastonia	4	0	1.000	--
	High Point 	3	1	.750	1
	Southern Maryland 	2	1	.667	11/2
	Charleston	1	3	.250	3
	Lexington 	0	4	.000	4

___
	Tuesday, July 9

Southern Maryland 10, Hagerstown 5
	Wednesday, July 10
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            1 of 12 | 
            New York Mets' Jose Iglesias reacts after hitting a two-RBI single to score Pete Alonso and Mark Vientos during the sixth inning of a baseball game against the Washington Nationals, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            2 of 12 | 
            New York Mets' Jose Iglesias celebrates after scoring during the sixth inning of a baseball game against the Washington Nationals, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            3 of 12 | 
            New York Mets' Brandon Nimmo hits a home run during the first inning of a baseball game against the Washington Nationals, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            4 of 12 | 
            New York Mets outfielders Harrison Bader, left, Brandon Nimmo and Tyrone Taylor celebrate after winning a baseball game against the Washington Nationals, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            5 of 12 | 
            New York Mets pitcher Luis Severino throws during the first inning of a baseball game against the Washington Nationals, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            New York Mets' Jose Iglesias reacts after hitting a two-RBI single to score Pete Alonso and Mark Vientos during the sixth inning of a baseball game against the Washington Nationals, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            7 of 12 | 
            Washington Nationals' Jacob Young reacts after getting out during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            8 of 12 | 
            Washington Nationals pitcher Patrick Corbin throws during the third inning of a baseball game against the New York Mets, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            9 of 12 | 
            New York Mets' Mark Vientos runs to first base after hitting an RBI double to score J.D. Martinez during the sixth inning of a baseball game against the Washington Nationals, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            10 of 12 | 
            New York Mets' Mark Vientos hits an RBI double to score J.D. Martinez during the sixth inning of a baseball game against the Washington Nationals, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            11 of 12 | 
            New York Mets' Jose Iglesias waves to the crowd with a ball after the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Washington Nationals, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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            12 of 12 | 
            New York Mets' Mark Vientos celebrates after hitting a double during the fourth inning of a baseball game against the Washington Nationals, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in New York. (AP Photo/Pamela Smith)
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- Jose Iglesias had three more hits, including a two-run single that snapped a sixth-inning tie and vaulted the New York Mets over the Washington Nationals 6-2 on Wednesday night.
Brandon Nimmo homered for a career-best third straight game and Mark Vientos hit a tying double as the Mets (46-45) won for the 10th time in their last 12 at home to pull within a half-game of San Diego for the final NL wild card.
New York was 11 games under .500 on June 2, two days after Iglesias was called up from Triple-A Syracuse.
"The guys are playing really good baseball and I'm just very humbled to be a part of it," he said.
Luis Severino (6-3) pitched effectively into the seventh inning and a struggling bullpen came through, with three relievers combining to allow one hit in 2 2/3 scoreless innings.
Jose Butto, a converted starter making his fifth big league relief appearance, retired all four batters he faced -- striking out two -- for his first career save. Butto became the eighth Mets pitcher to earn a save this season.

    


"I like how he came in and attacked the zone," manager Carlos Mendoza said. "Very good job by the bullpen today."




The 34-year-old Iglesias, who spent last season in the minors, is hitting .526 (10 for 19) with runners in scoring position. He's batting .338 overall with 14 RBIs.
"When you've got runners in scoring position, putting the ball in play means a lot, and this guy's been doing it for a long time," Mendoza said.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Vientos tied it 2-all with a double off the base of the right-field wall in the sixth. Iglesias gave New York a 4-2 lead and scored its final run of the inning on a throwing error by second baseman Luis Garcia Jr.
Tyrone Taylor drove in another run with his second eighth-inning triple in two nights. He became the first Mets player to hit a triple in consecutive games since Nimmo in May 2023.
Severino gave up two runs in 6 1/3 innings. The veteran right-hander didn't back up home plate on Juan Yepez's RBI single in the fourth, when the throw from Taylor in right field skipped past catcher Francisco Alvarez for an error that allowed Lane Thomas to score the go-ahead run.

    


"He knows that he let the play develop and didn't get to where he needed to get," Mendoza said.
Severino stranded runners at the corners by retiring Jacob Young on a liner to left. The Nationals didn't get a runner beyond second base in the final four innings.
"I thought we were going to jump him there -- we scored a couple runs and then he settled back in, kept us to just those two runs," Washington manager Dave Martinez said.
Patrick Corbin (1-9) permitted four runs in five-plus innings as his winless streak reached a career-high 11 starts. He was chased by three straight hits in an eight-pitch span to open the sixth.
"He had 65 pitches going into that inning and then he got up on everything," Martinez said. "When he kept the ball down, he was really good."
TRAINER'S ROOM
Mets: RHP Reed Garrett (elbow inflammation) went for an MRI and was placed on the 15-day injured list. ... RHP Kodai Senga (right shoulder) could make his next rehab start Sunday with Triple-A Syracuse.

    


MAN IN MOTION
Right-handed reliever Phil Maton joined the Mets but didn't pitch, one day after he was acquired from Tampa Bay for a player to be named or cash.
"It was a quick turnaround," said Maton, who said the travel was easier because he was home in Florida, where the Rays were playing the New York Yankees. "We hustled a little bit, but that's what me and my wife signed up for, so it's all good." 
Maton is the first Mets player to wear No. 88.
UP NEXT
The three-game series concludes Thursday afternoon, when Mets LHP David Peterson (3-0, 3.58 ERA) opposes LHP MacKenzie Gore (6-7, 3.83).
___
AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb
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            England's George Martin attempts to block a kick from New Zealand's Damian McKenzie during their rugby union test match in Dunedin, New Zealand, Saturday July 6, 2024. (Andrew Cornaga/Photosport via AP)
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            England's Marcus Smith, right, is tackled by New Zealand's Sevu Reece during their rugby union test match in Dunedin, New Zealand, Saturday July 6, 2024. (Andrew Cornaga/Photosport via AP)
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                                        WELLINGTON, New Zealand (AP) -- All Blacks head coach Scott Robertson has made only one injury-enforced change to his starting lineup for Saturday's second test against England in Auckland.
New Zealand opened the two-test series with a 16-15 win at Dunedin last weekend.
T.J. Perenara injured his leg in the first test and Finlay Christie will take his place as starting scrumhalf. Uncapped Cortez Ratima has been selected to make his test debut from the bench.
"Finlay has worked hard and earned his place in the starting side and it will be a proud day for Cortez and his whanau (family)," Robertson said. "He's a talented young man who is ready for test rugby."
Robertson resisted other changes such as bringing in Caleb Clarke on the left wing and Ethan Blackadder on the blindside flank. There was also speculation of a change in midfield and starting Beauden Barrett at fullback.

    


Instead, Robertson has given the same players who played the first test a chance to improve their performance in the second at Eden Park, where New Zealand is unbeaten in 48 tests over 30 years.
Stephen Perofeta remains at fullback, with Barrett on the bench. Perofeta had a hand in one of the All Blacks' two tries in Dunedin. Robertson also has retained Samipeni Finau in the backrow after he was cleared of a head injury.




Rieko Ioane and Jordie Barrett remain Robertson's preferred midfield combination, though they were kept quiet by the England rush defense. Robertson might have considered the powerful Clarke as a point of difference on the left wing but has retained Mark Telea, who was closely marked in the first test.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"We can feel New Zealand's support here in Auckland and we will hear it at a sold-out Eden Park," Robertson said. "It's a very special venue to the All Blacks and we're going there on Saturday to win the series against England."
England also made one change to its starting lineup, forced by injury. Loosehead prop Joe Marler, who left the field with a foot injury in the first test, was unavailable.

    


Fin Baxter, who replaced Marler in his test debut, moves into the run-on team and Bevan Rodd was added to the bench.
___
New Zealand: Stephen Perofeta, Sevu Reece, Rieko Ioane, Jordie Barrett, Mark Telea, Damian McKenzie, Finlay Christie; Ardie Savea, Dalton Papali'i, Samipeni Finau, Patrick Tuipulotu, Scott Barrett (captain), Tyrel Lomax, Codie Taylor, Ethan de Groot. Reserves: Asafo Aumua, Ofa Tu'ungafasi, Fletcher Newell, Tupou Vaa'i, Luke Jacobson, Cortez Ratima, Anton Lienert-Brown, Beauden Barrett.
England: George Furbank, Immanuel Feyi-Waboso, Henry Slade, Ollie Lawrence, Tommy Freeman, Marcus Smith, Alex Mitchell; Ben Earl, Sam Underhill, Chandler Cunningham-South, George Martin, Maro Itoje, Will Stuart, Jamie George (captain), Fin Baxter. Reserves: Theo Dan, Bevan Rodd, Dan Cole, Alex Coles, Tom Curry, Ben Spencer, Fin Smith, Ollie Sleightholme.
___
AP rugby: https://apnews.com/hub/rugby
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            Tampa Bay Rays catcher Ben Rortvedt (30) looks on as New York Yankees' Anthony Volpe scores on Trent Grisham's RBI double during the second inning of a baseball game Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Steve Nesius)
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            New York Yankees starting pitcher Marcus Stroman pitches against the Tampa Bay Rays during the first inning of a baseball game Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Steve Nesius)
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            A foul ball bounces into the throat of New York Yankees' DJ LeMahieu during the seventh inning of a baseball game against the Tampa Bay Rays, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Steve Nesius)
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            A foul ball bounces into the throat of New York Yankees' DJ LeMahieu during the seventh inning of a baseball game against the Tampa Bay Rays, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in St. Petersburg, Fla. (AP Photo/Steve Nesius)
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                                        ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) -- Trent Grisham drove in two runs and made a nice running catch in center field to help the struggling New York Yankees beat the Tampa Bay Rays 2-1 on Wednesday night for only their seventh victory in 24 games.
Relievers Tim Hill (3-0) and Luke Weaver each worked out of jams to protect a one-run lead, and All-Star closer Clay Holmes came on to bail out the Yankees from yet another tight spot in the eighth inning as the Rays finished 0 for 10 with runners in scoring positions and stranded 12 men on base.
Holmes got his 20th save and first since June 9 after blowing a pair of previous chances. Yankees pitchers had allowed home runs in their seven previous games and 18 of 19.
"That was the ultimate bend but don't break, playing the nickel defense. Just a great job," Yankees manager Aaron Boone said. "A lot of big moments in that game, especially with what we're going through and guys just coming through over and over again."

    


Grisham ran down Yandy Diaz's potentially troublesome drive toward the gap in right-center for the final out in the eighth. 
New York rolled to a major league-best 50-22 record through June 14, but has gone 6-16 since then to fall out of first place in the AL East. Despite the rough stretch, the Yankees enter the series finale Thursday at Tropicana Field just two games behind first-place Baltimore.




The division rivals begin a three-game series in Baltimore on Friday.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"The work ethic from every guy, the confidence hasn't changed one bit," Yankees starting pitcher Marcus Stroman said. "We're going to go on skids, but definitely glad to get the win. Full-team team effort tonight. Bullpen was incredible. Grish was obviously big on defense and offense."
In an effort to jumpstart the team's sputtering offense, Boone dropped hot-hitting Ben Rice into the clean-up spot after the rookie homered four times over his previous three games as the leadoff batter.

    


It was Grisham, though, who got the Yankees off to solid start against Zach Eflin (5-6) with a RBI double in the second and a fourth-inning sacrifice fly that made it 2-0. Rice, meanwhile, went 0 for 4 with three strikeouts. 
Stroman allowed one run and seven hits over 4 1/3 innings -- the second time in his past three outings the right-hander failed get through the fifth inning.
Diaz grounded into a force play to drive in Tampa Bay's only run, and Hill helped New York avoid further damage in the fifth when he replaced Stroman with the bases loaded and fanned Josh Lowe and got Randy Arozarena to fly out.
Weaver's bailed out the Yankees out in the sixth, taking over for Hill with two runners on before getting Taylor Walls to ground into an inning-ending double play on the right-hander's first pitch.
Juan Soto stole second base in the eighth inning, ending the Yankees' streak of 21 games without a stolen base, their longest since a stretch from the 1961 to 1962 seasons.
Eflin worked a season-high seven innings for the Rays, yielding two runs and four hits while walking one and striking out six.

    


New York pitchers held the Rays to one run despite allowing 10 singles, five walks and hitting a batter.
"We did a lot of good things, had some good at-bats to get guys on base, but just couldn't find a way to get that big hit to get us back in the ball game," Rays manager Kevin Cash said.
Diaz, the defending AL batting champion, thought his drive off Holmes in the ninth was a sure double that would definitely tie the game and possibly give the Tampa Bay the lead.
"I think that would have scored two runs. We would've been up 3-2," Diaz said through a translator. "And with the relievers we had coming in, I think they would have taken care of that." 
TRAINER'S ROOM
Yankees 3B DJ LeMahieu was hit in the left pinkie finger by a pitch in the second inning but remained in the game. The Yankees had another anxious moment in the seventh when LeMahieu fouled off a pitch from Eflin and the ball bounced up from the dirt and struck the New York infielder in the face.
UP NEXT
Yankees LHP Nestor Cortes (4-7, 3.40 ERA) was set to start Thursday night in the series finale against Shane Baz (0-1, 4.50).
___
More AP MLB: https://apnews.com/hub/mlb

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/yankees-rays-score-grisham-holmes-c119a6e511ba5b02397cd56063e9357d
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            Colorado Rockies' Sam Hilliard, center, celebrates with teammates in the dugout after hitting a two-run home run during the third inning of a baseball game against the Cincinnati Reds, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Jeff Dean)
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            Colorado Rockies pitcher Kyle Freeland throws during the first inning of a baseball game against the Cincinnati Reds, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Jeff Dean)
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            Cincinnati Reds pitcher Frankie Montas throws during the third inning of a baseball game against the Colorado Rockies, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Jeff Dean)
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            Cincinnati Reds' Jonathan India rounds the bases after hitting a solo home run during the third inning of a baseball game against the Colorado Rockies, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Jeff Dean)
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            Colorado Rockies' Ezequiel Tovar gestures after advancing to third base on a fielding error by Cincinnati Reds outfielder Austin Slater after hitting a double during the third inning of a baseball game Wednesday, July 10, 2024, in Cincinnati. (AP Photo/Jeff Dean)
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                                        CINCINNATI (AP) -- Sam Hilliard homered twice, his first homers since last April, and Kyle Freeland had a season-high nine strikeouts, and the Colorado Rockies held on to beat the Cincinnati Reds 6-5 on Wednesday night. 
Freeland (1-3) has given up two or fewer earned runs in four straight starts, allowing two runs and eight hits with one walk in 6 2/3 innings. 
Colorado had lost eight straight games against the Reds, including the first five meetings this season. 
"They had a good series against us in Denver and these (first) two here," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "We needed to stop them. It starts with the starting pitcher. Kyle did his part. The offense did its part to give us six runs." 
Hilliard hit a two-run home run in the third and a solo shot in the fifth for his third career multi-homer game, first since April 24, 2023, when he homered twice against Miami while with the Braves. 

    


"That's the goal, to contribute and help the team find a way to win ballgames," Hilliard said. "Been grinding the last couple of years. Nice to be back with the Rockies. Feels like home to me." 
Jonathan India, the Reds' designated hitter after missing Tuesday's game with a bruised knee, hit a solo homer in the third to make the score 3-1. It was his seventh home run.




That was one of few good swings the Reds had against Freeland. 
"We noticed early on that they were strictly hunting fastballs," Freeland said. "So we just decided let's get spin in zone and wait for them to make an adjustment. We rolled with that all the way into the seventh."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Brenton Doyle walked and scored on Jake Cave's double in the sixth to give the Rockies a 5-1 lead. 
Reds starter Frankie Montas (4-7) gave up five earned runs and eight hits in seven innings. 
Tyler Stephenson doubled leading off the seventh, but the Reds' catcher was thrown out trying for a triple on a relay from second baseman Brendon Rodgers. 

    


Through the first six innings, India's home run was the only time a runner advanced past first base. 
Freeland has four straight quality starts. 
"He's very capable of that, stringing solid starts together," Black said. "Kyle leads our pack because of who he is, and his tenure here. It's really good to see him pitch like this." 
Cincinnati rallied in the ninth after trailing 6-2. Stephenson led off with a solo homer, his eighth, off Victor Vodnik. With runners on first and second and no outs, Jalen Beeks got Rece Hinds to fly to right. Santiago Espinal singled to drive home the Reds' fourth run. India's sacrifice fly made it 6-5. 
Elly De La Cruz grounded out, giving Beeks his ninth save. 
"Any time you fall short it's tough," Stephenson said. "We made them use another reliever before tomorrow. We had a little momentum there."
Hinds, who became the first Reds player since 1937 with five hits through his first two career games, went 1 for 4 with an RBI and stolen base. 
TRAINERS ROOM
Rockies: OF Charlie Blackmon (right hamstring) tweaked his hamstring diving for a fly ball on Monday. He ran before Wednesday's game and was available to hit. ... RHP Jake Bird (right groin strain) was activated from the 15-day injured list and optioned to Triple-A Albuquerque.

    


Reds: RHP Graham Ashcraft (right elbow strain) was placed on the 15-day injured list, retroactive to July 8. Ashcraft was optioned to Triple-A Louisville on Monday but that option was voided. ... OF Jake Fraley was activated from the family medical emergency list and OF Blake Dunn was optioned to Triple-A.
UP NEXT
Reds RHP Hunter Greene (5-4, 3.45) faces Rockies LHP Austin Gomber (2-5, 4.47) in the series finale. 
___
AP MLB: https://www.apnews.com/hub/MLB
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                    President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden hosted a social dinner in the East Room for NATO allies and partners at the White House on Wednesday evening.
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Biden campaign is laying out what it sees as its path to keeping the White House in a new memo sent to its staffers Thursday, saying that winning the "blue wall" states of Wisconsin, Pennsylvania and Michigan is the "clearest pathway" to victory.
Though senior aides write in the memo that they could clinch 270 electoral votes in a number of ways, the new memo, obtained by The Associated Press, says those three states are critical and why President Joe Biden has prioritized the areas in his recent travels. He went to Madison, Wisconsin; Philadelphia and Harrisburg, Pennsylvania over the weekend, and will head to Detroit on Friday. 
The fresh emphasis on the "blue wall" states by the campaign, which has heavily invested in other battlegrounds such as Arizona, Nevada, North Carolina and Georgia, acknowledges that the path to defeating Donald Trump in November is narrowing, even as the team insists the Sun Belt states are "not out of reach." 

    


It acknowledges "real" movement in the race, but argues that it was not a "sea change."
The memo, from campaign chair Jen O'Malley Dillon and campaign manager Julie Chavez Rodriguez, also contends that Biden remains the strongest Democratic opponent to Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee.




"There is also no indication that anyone else would outperform the president vs. Trump," the memo says. "Hypothetical polling of alternative nominees will always be unreliable, and surveys do not take into account the negative media environment that any Democratic nominee will encounter. The only Democratic candidate for whom this is already baked in is President Biden."

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	We want to hear from you: If you didn't vote in the 2020 election, would anything change your mind about voting?
	Read the latest: Follow AP's live coverage of this year's election.




    


Campaign leaders say they want to continue touting Biden's achievements in office, drawing a contrast with Trump and his policies, and redoubling their grassroots efforts to engage voters -- which were their goals anyway before the disastrous June 27 debate that left in question Biden's cognitive capabilities and fitness to serve. Their internal research suggests that voters will make their decisions based on policies and issues, rather than Biden's age, O'Malley Dillon and Rodriguez contend.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

"What has changed following the debate is that the urgency and discipline with which we need to pursue them has kicked into high gear," O'Malley Dillon and Rodriguez wrote. "We believe if we follow the roadmap below, we will win."

    


The memo came as Biden headed into a crucial ay in his reelection campaign, facing questions at a highly anticipated press conference and sending his team to meet privately with skeptical senators on Capitol Hill as numbers of lawmakers call for him to exit the race.
It's all part of a mounting effort from the president, who insists he is not stepping aside, and his allies to stop a potential flood of defections and end the turmoil tearing the party apart.
Polls conducted after the debate have largely agreed that Democrats nationwide have doubts about Biden's ability to lead the ticket in November.
More than half of Democrats, 56%, in a recent Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll said that given Biden's debate performance, he should step aside and let someone else run. But the Biden campaign points to this poll to argue that despite the "increased anxiety" after the debate, his performance was not leading to a "drastic shift in vote share." 

    


More than half of Democratic voters in a CNN/SSRS poll said the party has a better chance of winning the presidency in November with a different candidate. And around 6 in 10 voters, including about one-quarter of Democrats, said that reelecting Biden as president this November would be a risky choice for the country rather than a safe one, according to a New York Times/Siena College poll.
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            South Korea's President Yoon Suk Yeol speaking to members of the media during his arriving at the NATO summit in Washington, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein)
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            FILE -Russian President Vladimir Putin, right, and Chinese President Xi Jinping shake hands during their meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit in Astana, Kazakhstan, July 3, 2024. China has accused NATO of seeking security at the expense of others and told the alliance not to bring the same "chaos" to Asia. The statement from a Foreign Ministry spokesperson on Thursday came a day after NATO labeled China a "decisive enabler" of Russia's war against Ukraine. (Sergey Guneyev, Sputnik, Kremlin Pool Photo via AP, File)
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                                        U.S. President Joe Biden and his NATO counterparts were set Thursday to hold talks with Asia-Pacific leaders and Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskky amid concerns about growing support from China and North Korea for the Russian invasion.
Later, all eyes will be on Biden as he closes out the summit of 32 NATO leaders in Washington with a news conference. It will provide a fresh chance for him to prove to the American public that he's capable of serving another four years after his shocking debate flop threw the future of his presidency into doubt.
The flurry of final events at the NATO summit come a day after NATO labeled China a "decisive enabler" of Russia's war against Ukraine. China in turn accused NATO of seeking security at the expense of others and it has warned the military alliance not to bring the same "chaos" to Asia.

    


"We appreciate the close partnership with your country, and not least because our security is not regional, it is global," NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg said as he welcomed South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol for the last day of the alliance's summit in Washington.




"This is clearly illustrated by the war in Ukraine," Stoltenberg added.
Biden shook hands with leaders as he walked into a Thursday morning meeting and smiled before taking a seat next to Stoltenberg.
Stoltenberg convened NATO leaders in the military alliance's main decision-making body, saying they would tackle "shared security challenges, including Russia's war against Ukraine, China's support for Russia's war economy and the growing alignment of authoritarian powers."

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

He said allies must work ever closer to preserve peace.
European Union foreign policy chief Josep Borrell, who is also taking part in the talks, said it was important to draw all partners into a conversation on how to ensure stability, notably as China strengthens its ties with Russia, but also in the Asia-Pacific region.

    


"China is supporting a Russia in the name of this unlimited friendship. (North) Korea is one of the most important suppliers of raw material to Russia," he told reporters. He noted that maritime border tensions "in the Indo-Pacific puts a threat to the stability of the whole region."
Australia, New Zealand, Japan and South Korea are notably taking part in the summit.
Zelenskky will join allied leaders later for a meeting of the NATO-Ukraine Council, a forum set up a year ago for the 32 allies and Kyiv to meet on an equal footing to share concerns and information.
On Wednesday, NATO leaders promised Ukraine that it is on an "irreversible path" to membership, although it can only join sometime after the war, when the allies agree that it has met all the conditions.
A missile attack on Ukraine's biggest children's hospital on the eve of the summit in Washington, to mark NATO's 75th anniversary, underscored that Russian President Vladimir Putin may not be ready to make peace for some time.
Many allies also offered more military support, and NATO launched a new program to underwrite deliveries of military equipment and coordinate training for Ukraine's beleaguered armed forces. NATO members also committed to keep up current levels of military aid -- about 40 billion euros ($43.5 billion) annually -- for at least a year.
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                    Pittsburgh's most storied steel company, U.S. Steel, is on the cusp of being bought by Japanese steelmaker Nippon Steel Corp. in a deal that is kicking up an election-year political maelstrom across America's industrial heartland. (AP Video by Patrick Orsagos)
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            TUnited States Steel Corporation Research Technology Center in Munhall, Pa., is shown, Thursday, June 27, 2024. Generations of Pittsburghers have worked at steel mills, rooted for the Steelers or ridden the rollercoaster at Kennywood amusement park, giving them a bird's eye view of the massive smokestacks of Edgar Thomson Works, the region's last blast furnace. Now, steel town USA's most storied steel company, U.S. Steel, is on the cusp of being bought by Japanese steelmaker Nippon Steel Corp. in a deal that is kicking up an election-year political maelstrom across America's industrial heartland. (AP Photo/Patrick Orsagos)
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            FILE - The United States Steel Mon Valley Works Clairton Plant in Clairton, Pa., is shown on Monday, Feb. 26, 2024. Generations of Pittsburghers have worked at steel mills, rooted for the Steelers or ridden the rollercoaster at Kennywood amusement park, giving them a bird's eye view of the massive smokestacks of Edgar Thomson Works, the region's last blast furnace. Now, steel town USA's most storied steel company, U.S. Steel, is on the cusp of being bought by Japanese steelmaker Nippon Steel Corp. in a deal that is kicking up an election-year political maelstrom across America's industrial heartland. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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            FILE - U.S. Steel's Edgar Thomson Plant in Braddock, Pa. is shown Monday, Dec. 18, 2023. Generations of Pittsburghers have worked at steel mills, rooted for the Steelers or ridden the rollercoaster at Kennywood amusement park, giving them a bird's eye view of the massive smokestacks of Edgar Thomson Works, the region's last blast furnace. Now, steel town USA's most storied steel company, U.S. Steel, is on the cusp of being bought by Japanese steelmaker Nippon Steel Corp. in a deal that is kicking up an election-year political maelstrom across America's industrial heartland. (AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File)
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                                        PITTSBURGH (AP) -- Generations of Pittsburghers have worked at steel mills, rooted for the Steelers or ridden the rollercoaster at Kennywood amusement park, giving them a bird's eye view of the massive Edgar Thomson Works, the region's last blast furnace.
Now, Steeltown USA's most storied steel company, U.S. Steel, is on the cusp of being bought by Japanese steelmaker Nippon Steel Corp. in a deal that's kicking up an election year political maelstrom across America's industrial heartland.
The sale comes during a tide of renewed political support for rebuilding America's manufacturing sector and in the middle of a presidential campaign in which the politically dynamic Pittsburgh region is a destination for President Joe Biden, former President Donald Trump and their surrogates.
The deal follows a long stretch of protectionist U.S. tariffs that analysts say has helped reinvigorate domestic steel. And it is eliciting complicated feelings in a region where steel is largely a thing of the past after people, particularly those 50 or older, watched mills shut down and their Rust Belt towns wither.

    


"The fear is that these jobs went away once, and the fear is that these jobs could go away again," said Mike Mikus, a Pittsburgh-based Democratic campaign consultant whose grandfather lost his steel mill job 40 years ago.




U.S. Steel is no longer a major steelmaker in an industry dominated by the Chinese. But its workers still carry political heft in what some see as a larger symbolic fight to save what's left of manufacturing in the United States.

    
    What to know about the 2024 Election

	Democracy: American democracy has overcome big stress tests since 2020. More challenges lie ahead in 2024.
	AP's Role: The Associated Press is the most trusted source of information on election night, with a history of accuracy dating to 1848. Learn more.
	We want to hear from you: If you didn't vote in the 2020 election, would anything change your mind about voting?
	Read the latest: Follow AP's live coverage of this year's election.




    


With the United Steelworkers against the deal, Biden -- a Democrat who has made his support for organized labor explicit and has won the union's endorsement -- has all but vowed to block U.S. Steel's sale, saying in an April rally with steelworkers in Pittsburgh that the company "should remain totally American." 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Trump, a Republican who as president opposed union organizing efforts but describes himself as pro-worker, has said he would block it "instantaneously."

    


Biden's White House has indicated the secretive Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States will review the transaction for national security concerns. The committee can recommend that the president block a transaction, and federal law gives the president that power.
In the meantime, the Department of Justice is reviewing it for antitrust compliance, and the steelworkers union has filed a grievance over it.
In a rare flurry of bipartisan unity, the sale has drawn opposition from Democratic Sens. Bob Casey and John Fetterman of Pennsylvania and Sherrod Brown of Ohio and from Republican Sens. J.D. Vance of Ohio, Ted Cruz of Texas and Josh Hawley of Missouri, on both economic and national security grounds.
Nippon Steel has scheduled the deal to close later this year.
Once the world's largest corporation, U.S. Steel was the world's 27th-largest steelmaker in 2023, according to World Steel Association figures. It reported just under $900 million in net income on $16 billion in sales last year.

    


The deal includes all of U.S. Steel's ore mining, coking, steelmaking and processing plants around the country, including the Edgar Thomson Works, which looms over the Monongahela River just south of Pittsburgh and still churns out steel slabs 150 years after it was built. U.S. Steel employs 3,000 people at its four major Pennsylvania plants, including the Edgar Thomson and the nation's largest coke-making plant in nearby Clairton.
Nippon Steel -- the world's fourth-largest steelmaker in 2023, according to association figures -- and U.S. Steel are now in the midst of a broad public relations effort to promote the sale.
Their ads are on social media, TV screens and billboards, as the companies promise to protect jobs, move Nippon Steel's U.S. headquarters to Pittsburgh from Houston and invest in the badly aging Pittsburgh-area plants to make them cleaner and more efficient.
Flyers landing in Pittsburgh-area mailboxes tout the "future of American steel" and urge residents to contact their elected officials to support the companies' "partnership."

    


And, they say, "U.S. Steel remains U.S. Steel."
Meanwhile, Pittsburgh is a changed place.
It is no longer a destination for new steel investment. Gone are the 20 or so miles (32 kilometers) of contiguous iron and steel mills from downtown Pittsburgh and up the Monongahela River that helped the U.S. industrialize and wage wars. 
Now, Pittsburgh is seen as an "eds and meds" city in which universities and hospitals are the major employers.
Allegheny County, which surrounds Pittsburgh, just began growing again, after decades of population decline. Some city neighborhoods have emerged from a long period of struggle and are thriving, and a younger generation is attracted to the city's growing high-tech industry.
Younger residents or transplants don't necessarily want steelworkers to lose jobs, but they care about the environment, too. Local elections are increasingly elevating insurgent progressives who take a dim view of fossil fuels and heavy industries -- such as U.S. Steel's plants -- that use them.

    


Edith Abeyta, an artist and California transplant who lives near Edgar Thomson Works, keeps an air monitor at her house to check daily for air quality.
For her, Edgar Thomson Works is a massive eyesore and a health threat. 
"Not every place you go smells like rotten eggs or burning metal or you see big plumes of red smoke or black smoke or flares that are burning all night long," Abeyta said. "Not everybody lives with that."
Steelworkers have changed too.
The union still endorses Democrats, but rank-and-file blue-collar union members, like the steelworkers, are no longer viewed as a bedrock of the Democratic Party's coalition, in part because of shrinking union numbers but also because there were defections to Republicans. In 2016, Trump became the first Republican to win Rust Belt states Michigan and Pennsylvania since 1988.
Christopher Briem, an economist at the University of Pittsburgh's Center for Social and Urban Research, estimated there are 5,000 steel mill jobs in the region, a tiny percentage of the number of mill jobs when steelmaking there was at its peak. He puts the region's competitive steelmaking peak in the 1920s, before technological advances rendered the region's metallurgical coal unnecessary for steelmaking and gave rise to electric arc furnaces that don't require coal.
And while Pittsburgh has recovered from the collapse of steel, some smaller neighboring towns haven't.
"And that's what got people so concerned, is the fact that we've been through this before and it changed the region and it devastated people's lives," said August Carlino, president and chief executive officer of the Rivers of Steel Heritage Corporation, based in Homestead.
Tony Buba, a filmmaker who lives near the Edgar Thomson plant and whose father worked for 44 years at a steel mill, sees a misplaced nostalgia around Pittsburgh's steel industry.
Mill jobs were dangerous work that didn't pay decent wages until shortly before steel's collapse in the early 1980s, he said. "Sirens would go off when someone got hurt, and mother would start praying," he said.
Regardless of who owns them, Buba expects that Pittsburgh's steel plants will be gone in 30 or 40 years -- and that political support will be fleeting.
"It'll be interesting to see after the election," Buba said, "how many people are opposed to the sale."
___
Follow Marc Levy at twitter.com/timelywriter.
___
Follow the AP's coverage of the 2024 election at https://apnews.com/hub/election-2024.
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            President Joe Biden attends Working Session II of the NATO Summit in Washington, Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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            Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and his wife Olena Zelenska stand on the Blue Room balcony as President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden welcome NATO allies and partners to the White House in Washington, Wednesday, July 10, 2024, on the South Lawn for the 75th anniversary of the NATO Summit. (AP Photo/Susan Walsh)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- President Joe Biden is expected to announce a new $225 million aid package for Ukraine, including an additional Patriot missile system to bolster its air defenses against a deadly onslaught of Russian airstrikes.
Two U.S. officials said the announcement is expected to be made during Biden's meeting Thursday with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. The officials spoke on the condition of anonymity to provide details of the aid before the public announcement. 
The Patriot air defense system, the second the U.S. has provided to Ukraine, is one of several Biden announced this week at the NATO summit and is part of a swell of pledges to get weapons to Ukraine to help it fend off Russian attacks, including one this week that hit a children's hospital in Kyiv.
Zelenskyy late last month pleaded for additional U.S.-made Patriot systems, arguing that they will help his forces fight the close to 3,000 bombs that he said Russia launches into the country every month.

    


On Tuesday, through a joint statement the U.S., Germany and Romania said they would provide Ukraine with Patriot batteries, while the Netherlands and others will provide Patriot components to make up one more battery and Italy will provide a SAMP-T air defense system.




Other allies, including Canada, Norway, Spain and the United Kingdom, will provide a number of other systems that will help Ukraine expand its coverage. Those systems include NASAMS, HAWKs, IRIS T-SLM, IRIS T-SLS and Gepards. And other nations have agreed to provide munitions for those systems. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The additional U.S. Patriot system will be paid for through presidential drawdown authority, which allows the military to pull the system directly from its stocks and quickly get it to Ukraine.
In addition, last week the U.S. pledged $150 million in weapons to be pulled directly from its stocks, including air defense interceptors, artillery and other fires, and anti-tank weapons. It also pledged $2.2 billion in Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative funds, a mechanism used to put longer-term weapons systems on order, including Patriot missiles and NASAM air defense systems. 
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            FILE - A Chicago Transit Authority electric bus charges at Navy Pier Tuesday, Feb. 14, 2023, in Chicago. The Biden administration is awarding nearly $2 billion in grants to help restart or expand electric vehicle manufacturing and assembly sites in eight states, including the presidential battlegrounds of Michigan, Pennsylvania and Georgia. Grants totaling $1.7 billion will be issued by the Energy Department to create or retain thousands of union jobs and support auto-based communities that have long driven the U.S. economy, the White House said Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley, File)
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            FILE - President Joe Biden drives a Cadillac Lyriq through the showroom during a tour at the Detroit Auto Show, Sept. 14, 2022, in Detroit. The Biden administration is awarding nearly $2 billion in grants to help restart or expand electric vehicle manufacturing and assembly sites in eight states, including the presidential battlegrounds of Michigan, Pennsylvania and Georgia. Grants totaling $1.7 billion will be issued by the Energy Department to create or retain thousands of union jobs and support auto-based communities that have long driven the U.S. economy, the White House said Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - U.S. Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm speaks, May 31, 2024, in Waynesboro, Ga. The Biden administration is awarding nearly $2 billion in grants to help restart or expand electric vehicle manufacturing and assembly sites in eight states, including the presidential battlegrounds of Michigan, Pennsylvania and Georgia. "There is nothing harder to a manufacturing community than to lose jobs to foreign competition and a changing industry,'' said Granholm, a former Michigan governor. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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            FILE - A Chicago Transit Authority electric bus charges at Navy Pier Tuesday, Feb. 14, 2023, in Chicago. The Biden administration is awarding nearly $2 billion in grants to help restart or expand electric vehicle manufacturing and assembly sites in eight states, including the presidential battlegrounds of Michigan, Pennsylvania and Georgia. Grants totaling $1.7 billion will be issued by the Energy Department to create or retain thousands of union jobs and support auto-based communities that have long driven the U.S. economy, the White House said Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Erin Hooley, File)
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            FILE - President Joe Biden drives a Cadillac Lyriq through the showroom during a tour at the Detroit Auto Show, Sept. 14, 2022, in Detroit. The Biden administration is awarding nearly $2 billion in grants to help restart or expand electric vehicle manufacturing and assembly sites in eight states, including the presidential battlegrounds of Michigan, Pennsylvania and Georgia. Grants totaling $1.7 billion will be issued by the Energy Department to create or retain thousands of union jobs and support auto-based communities that have long driven the U.S. economy, the White House said Thursday, July 11, 2024. (AP Photo/Evan Vucci, File)
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            FILE - U.S. Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm speaks, May 31, 2024, in Waynesboro, Ga. The Biden administration is awarding nearly $2 billion in grants to help restart or expand electric vehicle manufacturing and assembly sites in eight states, including the presidential battlegrounds of Michigan, Pennsylvania and Georgia. "There is nothing harder to a manufacturing community than to lose jobs to foreign competition and a changing industry,'' said Granholm, a former Michigan governor. (AP Photo/Mike Stewart)
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                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The Biden administration is awarding nearly $2 billion in grants to General Motors, Fiat Chrysler and other carmakers to help restart or expand electric vehicle manufacturing and assembly sites in eight states, including the presidential battlegrounds of Michigan, Pennsylvania and Georgia.
The Energy Department will issue grants totaling $1.7 billion to create or retain thousands of union jobs and support auto-based communities that have long driven the U.S. economy, the White House said Thursday. Besides the three battleground states, grants also will go to EV facilities in Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland and Virginia.
The grants cover a broad range of the automotive supply chain, including parts for electric motorcycles and school buses, hybrid powertrains, heavy-duty commercial truck batteries and electric SUVs, the White House said. 

    


"Building a clean energy economy can and should be a win-win for union autoworkers and automakers,'' President Joe Biden said in a statement. "This investment will create thousands of good-paying, union manufacturing jobs and retain even more -- from Lansing, Michigan to Fort Valley, Georgia -- by helping auto companies retool, reboot and rehire in the same factories and communities.''




GM said Thursday that its $500 million federal grant will help the company convert an assembly plant in Lansing, Michigan to produce EVs. GM has already announced over $12 billion in investments in its North American EV manufacturing and supply chain since 2020. That investment and the federal grant "underscore our commitment to U.S. leadership in manufacturing and innovation,'' said Camilo Ballesty, GM vice president of North America Manufacturing and Labor Relations. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

The grants, paid for by the landmark 2022 climate law, will help deliver on his commitment to ensure the future of the auto industry is made in America by American union workers, Biden said.

    


"Workers that were left behind by my predecessor are now making a comeback with the support of my policies, including the conversion grants my administration is announcing today,'' the Democratic president said.
The grant announcement comes as Biden rejects calls to step aside after a disastrous debate performance last month. Biden, 81, has acknowledged his poor performance but has brushed it off as a "bad night,'' even as many congressional Democrats, including former House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, have declined to give him a full vote of confidence.
Former President Donald Trump, meanwhile, has maintained a tight grip on the Republican party, even after becoming the first former president to be convicted of a felony. 
The grants announced Thursday come after a federal competition that included four times as many applicants as grant recipients, the Energy Department said. Officials declined to identify companies that unsuccessfully applied for grants, but said all projects that were awarded funding currently employ Americans working in union jobs in the U.S.
"There is nothing harder to a manufacturing community than to lose jobs to foreign competition and a changing industry,'' said Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm, a former Michigan governor. Even as competitors like China invest heavily in electric vehicles, the federal grants will help "ensure that our automotive industry stays competitive -- and does it in the communities and with the workforce that have supported the auto industry for generations," Granholm said.

    


The new grants complement $177 billion in private sector investment in EV and battery manufacturing since Biden took office, Granholm and other officials said.
Awards are subject to negotiations to ensure that commitments to workers and communities are met, officials said. The Energy Department also will complete environmental reviews before money is awarded later this year.
If awards are completed as planned, the selected projects would create more than 2,900 jobs and help ensure that about 15,000 union workers are retained across all 11 facilities, the White House said. The grants come after successful union organizing drives from Chattanooga, Tennessee to Fort Valley, Georgia, the White House said.

    


"The president will not take his foot off the pedal when it comes to supporting the U.S. auto industry,'' said White House national economic adviser Lael Brainard.
Transportation accounts for the single largest source of U.S. greenhouse gas pollution and Biden has made electric vehicles a key part of his climate agenda.
"Not only are we delivering new sources of clean transit -- that iconic yellow school bus going green -- but we're also delivering to the American people options to save ... thousands of dollars of fuel and maintenance costs over the lifetime of a vehicle'' by going electric, White House climate adviser Ali Zaidi said.
Companies slated for awards include Blue Bird Body Co., which will receive nearly $80 million to convert a Georgia site previously used to make diesel-powered motor homes to produce electric school buses. Fiat Chrysler will receive nearly $335 million to convert an idled assembly plant in Illinois to assemble electric vehicles, and $250 million in a separate grant to convert an Indiana transmission plant to make electric drive modules for EVs.

    


Harley-Davidson will receive $89 million to expand a facility in York, Pennsylvania to make electric motorcycles, and Volvo Group will receive $208 million to upgrade three manufacturing facilities that supply and build Mack and Volvo-branded heavy-duty trucks. The plants are located in Macungie, Pennsylvania; Dublin, Virginia; and Hagerstown, Maryland.
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                    FILE - A sign for the Internal Revenue Service building in Washington, May 4, 2021. The IRS plans to end another major tax loophole that could raise more than $50 billion in revenue over the next decade, the U.S Treasury says.(AP Photo/Patrick Semansky, File)


                

            
    
    
    
    

        

    



            

                            

                            

                            
                                
    
        

    

    
        

    
[image: Image]



            By 
            FATIMA HUSSEIN

        
                
                    Updated [hour]:[minute] [AMPM] [timezone], [monthFull] [day], [year]
                     
                
            

    




                                

                                
    


                            


                            
                                
                                    
                                        WASHINGTON (AP) -- The IRS announced Thursday that it has collected $1 billion in back taxes from high-wealth tax cheats -- a milestone meant to showcase how the agency is making use of the money it received as part of the Biden administration's signature climate, health care, and tax package signed into law in 2022. 
Part of the push for public awareness of high-wealth tax collections is a growing recognition by agency officials that a potential Republican takeover of the White House and Congress could mean massive future budget cuts for the IRS. Showing the public how much work the IRS is getting done is meant to give the much-maligned agency a more sympathetic image. 
As part of that effort, last year the IRS launched a series of initiatives aimed at pursuing high-wealth individuals who have failed to pay their tax debts. The IRS says the campaign is focused on taxpayers with more than $1 million in income and more than $250,000 in recognized tax debt.

    


"President Biden's Inflation Reduction Act is increasing tax fairness and ensuring that all wealthy taxpayers pay the taxes they owe, just like working families do," Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen said in a statement. 




In June, the Treasury proposed a rule and guidance that includes plans to essentially stop "partnership basis shifting" -- a process by which a business or person can move assets among a series of related parties to avoid paying taxes. That could raise more than $50 billion in revenue over the next decade, Treasury said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Other initiatives announced in the past year have included pursuing people and businesses that improperly deduct personal flights on corporate jets and collecting back taxes from delinquent millionaires.
Eugene Steuerle, a fellow and co-founder of the Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Center, said if the IRS "can show they're having a positive impact and it's not impacting average American taxpayers, there would be more public support for this activity and the agency."

    


"Any increase in government investigations appears like an intrusion," Steuerle said. He added that if the IRS can show taxpayers how it is conducting its investigations, the broader public may become less fearful of an audit. 
Republicans have meanwhile threatened a series of cuts to the IRS, sometimes successfully.
House Republicans built a $1.4 billion reduction to the IRS into the debt ceiling and budget cuts package passed by Congress in the summer of 2023. The deal included a separate agreement to take $20 billion from the IRS over the next two years and divert that money to other non-defense programs.
House Republicans' fiscal year 2025 proposal out of the Financial Services and General Government Subcommittee in June proposes further cuts to the IRS in 2025, and would cut funding to the Direct File program that is being expanded to allow Americans to file their taxes directly with the IRS. 
Demian Brady, vice president of research for the National Taxpayers Union Foundation -- says the IRS still targets non-high-wealth partnerships for audits. 
"It should also be noted that nearly two-thirds of audits initiated in 2023 were on those making less than $200,000," Brady said.
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                                        NEW YORK (AP) -- The team assembled by special counsel Robert S. Mueller to investigate alleged Russian interference and ties to Donald Trump's campaign during the 2016 election will have a book out this fall. 
Simon & Schuster announced Thursday that "Interference: The Inside Story of Trump, Russia, and the Mueller Investigation" will be released Sept. 24, within weeks of the 2024 election. The book was written by Aaron Zebley, James Quarles, and Andrew Goldstein, with an introduction by Mueller, whose report was issued in 2019.
"With vivid detail and unwavering honesty, the authors offer a rare glimpse into the minds of those who stood at the forefront of the investigation, including the pressures and dilemmas they faced as our criminal justice system and the rule of law were put to the test," the publisher's announcement reads in part. 
In the Mueller Report, investigators found that there was no collusion with Russia, while also documenting multiple occasions when Trump tried to curtail or influence their probe.
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                    FILE - Algerian president Abdelmadjid Tebboune delivers a speech during an inauguration ceremony in the presidential palace, in Algiers, Algeria, on Dec. 19, 2019. Algeria's president announced on Thursday July 11, 2024 that he intends to run for a second term in office, five years after ascending to power as the military and establishment-backed candidate amid widespread pro-democracy street protests. (AP Photo/Toufik Doudou, File)
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                                        ALGIERS, Algeria (AP) -- Algeria's president announced on Thursday that he intends to run for a second term in office, five years after ascending to power as the military and establishment-backed candidate amid widespread pro-democracy protests.
Abdelmadjid Tebboune, the 78-year-old political veteran, said in an interview on Algerian television that his decision came in response to support from political parties and young people. 
The announcement comes after Tebboune avoided declaring his intentions for months following the setting of the Sept. 7 election date almost four months ago. His re-election for a second term would entrench the power of Algeria's political and military elite and further distance the country from the aspirations voiced by the country's "Hirak" movement, whose weekly street protests pressured the country's ailing octogenarian president, Abdelaziz Bouteflika, to resign after two decades in office.

    


Tebboune, a former prime minister under Bouteflika, emerged the victor in an election with a low turnout election in 2019. Protestors boycotted it and decried it as a rushed affair designed to maintain the old regime's grip on power over the gas-rich North African nation with a population of 45 million.
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                                        GENEVA (AP) -- The United Nations was hosting closed-door talks in Geneva Thursday involving Sudan's warring sides about how to protect civilians and ensure the delivery of humanitarian aid.
The U.N. office in Geneva said these were "proximity talks" which means the two sides, the Sudanese military and the rebel Rapid Support Forces, are not meeting and negotiating directly. 
"The discussions seek to identify avenues for the advancement of the identified humanitarian and protection of civilian measures through possible local ceasefires, as requested by the Security Council," U.N. spokeswoman Alessandra Vellucci said in an email.
She declined to say where the talks were taking place but said that the envoy of U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres opened them on Thursday. 
Sudan's devastating 14-month war between the paramilitary Rapid Support Force and the Sudanese military has killed more than 14,000 people and wounded 33,000, according to U.N. estimates. Rights activists say the toll could be much higher.

    


Residents of a central city on Sunday said RSF fighters looted homes and shops and took over the main hospital, forcing tens of thousands to flee.
It has also created the world's largest displacement crisis with over 11 million people forced to flee their homes, allegations of rampant sexual violence and possible crimes against humanity, and international experts recently warned that 755,000 people are facing famine in the coming months..
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                    In this photo released by Pakistan's Prime Minister Office, the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees, Filippo Grandi, left, meets with Pakistan's Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, in Islamabad, Pakistan, Tuesday, July 9, 2024. The head of the U.N. refugee agency met with Sharif in the capital, Islamabad to discuss problems faced by the Afghan refugees, who have been living in the country in a state of uncertainty since last year when Islamabad started expelling foreigners, officials said. (Prime Minister Office via AP)
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                                        ISLAMABAD (AP) -- Pakistan will expel hundreds of thousands more Afghans who have been living in the country for years, the foreign ministry said Thursday, the latest in a monthslong government clampdown on undocumented migrants. 
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra Baloch told reporters this would be the "second phase" of the "Illegal Foreigners Repatriation Plan" and it would involve persons who had been given identification documents known as "Afghan citizen cards" to legalize their stay in Pakistan for a limited time.
An announcement about the action would be made "at an appropriate time," she said at a weekly news briefing in the capital, Islamabad. 
Pakistan's crackdown on undocumented migrants has drawn sweeping criticism from the United Nations, aid agencies and human rights groups.
Since the deportations started, an estimated 600,000 Afghans have gone back to Afghanistan. After forcing thousands back daily, the deportations slowed down and appeared to halt in recent months. 

    


On Wednesday, following a visit by the U.N. refugee agency chief, Filippo Grandi, Islamabad announced it has extended the stay of 1.45 million Afghan refugees residing in the country. 




During his visit, Grandi welcomed what he described as the Pakistan government 's suspension of the deportations.
However, Baloch denied that was the case and said there has been no suspension in the anti-migrant crackdown that targets those without valid papers. The deportations only involve those in Pakistan illegally -- and they are being carried out in a "humane manner," Baloch said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

She insisted Afghan refugees living here need not worry as their stay has now been expended.
Amnesty International said Thursday it welcomed Islamabad's decision to extend one-year stays. Thyagi Ruwanpathirana, the group's regional researcher for South Asia, urged Pakistan to "extend this lifeline to all Afghan refugees in Pakistan." 

    


She also urged Pakistan to formally suspend the "Illegal Foreigners Repatriation Plan" and top all forcible returns of Afghans in the country.
Pakistan has long hosted an estimated 1.7 million Afghans, most of whom fled during the 1979-1989 Soviet occupation of their country. More than half a million others escaped Afghanistan after the Taliban takeover in 2021, with thousands waiting in Pakistan for resettlement in the United States and elsewhere. 
Baloch also urged the international community to expedite the process for the relocation of thousands of Afghans who fled the Taliban takeover, most of who are still in Pakistan, she said. 
These Afghans have been desperately waiting for their visa applications to be processed so they could leave for the United States, Canada, United Kington, Germany, Australia, Italy and several other countries. 
The delay in the resettlement has left these Afghans in a vulnerable position, contending with economic hardship and lack of access to health, education and other services in Pakistan.
Baloch's remarks appeared to catch Afghanistan's Ministry of Refugees and Repatriation off guard. 

    


Abdul Mutalib Haqqani, a spokesperson with the refugee ministry, said they had heard through official channels that the deportations have stopped. He said no Afghan refugees have been forcibly deported from Pakistan -- whether they had proper papers or not -- and that there were no reports of arrests in the neighboring country in the past 24 hours. 
Haqqani appealed on the Islamabad government to give Afghans enough time to leave Pakistan in an orderly fashion and that there be no forced deportations.
"Our second request is for our Afghan brothers to return to their country voluntarily," he said. "Now there is peace in the country ... the refugees should return to their country."
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            FILE - A battle-scarred home in Kibbutz Be'eri, an Israeli communal farm on the Gaza border, is seen on Thursday, Jan. 11, 2024. Hamas held more than a dozen hostages in the home when it overran southern Israel on Oct. 7. The Israeli military said Thursday that Israeli hostages held in a home that was struck by tank fire last Oct. 7 were killed by Hamas militants, not Israeli shelling, as it released the results of its first investigation into failures during the deadly attack that triggered the nine-month war in Gaza. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov, File)
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            FILE - A battle-scarred home in Kibbutz Be'eri, an Israeli communal farm on the Gaza border, is seen on Thursday, Jan. 11, 2024. Hamas held more than a dozen hostages in the home when it overran southern Israel on Oct. 7. The Israeli military said Thursday that Israeli hostages held in a home that was struck by tank fire last Oct. 7 were killed by Hamas militants, not Israeli shelling, as it released the results of its first investigation into failures during the deadly attack that triggered the nine-month war in Gaza. (AP Photo/Tsafrir Abayov, File)
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                                        JERUSALEM (AP) -- The Israeli military said Thursday that Israeli hostages held in a home that was struck by tank fire last Oct. 7 were likely killed by Hamas militants, not Israeli shelling, as it released the results of its first investigation into failures during the deadly attack that triggered the nine-month war in Gaza.
While the army appeared to clear itself in the tank strike, it acknowledged a string of errors that day in its core mission of protecting the country's citizens, including slow response times and disorganization during the standoff at Kibbutz Be'eri.
"The fighting in the area in the first hours was characterized by a lack of command and control and a lack of coordination and order between the various forces," the report said. "This caused a number of incidents in which security forces gathered at the entrance to the kibbutz and did not engage in immediate combat."

    


Be'eri, located just several kilometers (miles) from the Gaza border, was among the hardest hit communities in the early morning Hamas attack, with over 100 people killed and more than 30 others taken hostage. 




It also was the scene of one of the most high-profile incidents of Oct. 7 - a standoff in which militants held a group of hostages inside a home. Survivors said that during the standoff a tank fired at the home, raising concerns that the 13 hostages inside were killed by friendly fire.

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

In its investigation, the army said the kibbutz was overrun by about 340 Hamas fighters and that militants killed most of the hostages, though it was unclear how it reached that conclusion, and the report called for additional tests.
Investigators "determined that, based on the information reviewed and to the best of their understanding, no civilians inside the building were harmed by tank shell fire," the report concluded, though it said two Israeli civilians were hit by shrapnel outside the building. One of those civilians died, according to the man's wife.

    


It also said its commanders on the scene had made "professional and responsible decisions" in ordering the tank strike. It said there had been a joint decision by various commanders after hearing gunshots around the house and militants saying they planning to kill the hostages and commit suicide.
Yet the report admitted widespread failures that day.
"The inquiry team determined that army failed in its mission to protect the residents of Kibbutz Be'eri," it said. "The bravery of the Be'eri residents and the members of the kibbutz's civilian rapid response team is commendable and was crucial in stabilizing the defensive line during the first hours of combat."
The Israeli army has come under heavy criticism from Palestinians and human rights groups, who say its investigations rarely result in punishment.
Kibbutz residents gave the report a mixed reception, expressing anger over the army's failures that day but also appreciation that it was taking responsibility.
Meir Zarbiv, a resident whose brother and sister were both killed on Oct. 7, called the report a "deception" by the army. "I don't believe the report and I don't believe anything about it," he said.

    


He said he still cannot understand why it took the army nearly four hours to arrive to the kibbutz, and then delay further at the front gate as soldiers waited for orders to enter.
"I just don't believe what happened here. I have no explanation," he said. "Where was the army?"
In a statement, the community called the investigation "thorough" and said it helped them understand the complexity of the fighting that day.
"We see great importance in the army accepting the blame and responsibility for its complete failure to protect us and in asking for forgiveness for abandoning us for many hours during an attack of unmatched evil," it said.
The kibbutz also called for an official state commission of inquiry into the broader failures of Oct. 7 "so the unimaginable loss we experienced will never against be experienced by any other citizen."
The surprise cross-border raid killed some 1,200 people, most of them civilians, and took 250 others hostage, in the deadliest attack in Israel's 76-year history. The attack, in which several thousand militants stormed across the border without resistance, revealed grave shortcomings in the army's readiness, its intelligence assessments and policies set by political leaders toward Gaza.

    


An Israeli offensive launched in response to the attack has killed over 38,000 Palestinians, according to local health authorities, displaced over 80% of the territory's people and triggered a humanitarian disaster in Gaza. Israel is now facing war crimes and genocide allegations in international courts.
The army has launched multiple investigations into the failures of Oct. 7, and the head of military intelligence has resigned. Several other commanders have apologized and taken responsibility for their failures.

    


But Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has rejected repeated calls for an official state investigation, even as the war enters its 10th month.
Netanyahu has said an investigation cannot be conducted while the country is focused on its war against Hamas and says all questions will be answered at the appropriate time. But critics accuse the Israeli leader of dragging his feet to avoid what will almost certainly be harsh criticism of his policies and leadership.
In the face of fierce international criticism, Netanyahu has vowed to continue the war until destroying Hamas' military and governing capabilities and the roughly 120 hostages remaining in Gaza return home.
International mediators have launched renewed efforts to broker a cease-fire between Israel and Hamas.
Netanyahu announced Thursday that he would send a team of negotiators to Cairo to continue cease-fire talks, but he reiterated his stance that he will not halt the war until Israel achieves its war objectives.
___
Associated Press writers Tia Goldenberg and Isaac Scharf contributed to this report.
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                    FILE - Newly elected CGT union secretary general Sophie Binet attends a demonstration on April 13, 2023 in Paris. In an interview Thursday July 11, 2024 with France Inter broadcaster, Binet has called for massive protests against what she says is President Emmanuel Macron's denial of legislative elections results that produced no outright majority in the National Assembly, France's lower house of parliament. (AP Photo/Thibault Camus, File)
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                                        PARIS (AP) -- With just 15 days before the start of the Olympic Games in Paris, a leader of a major French union on Thursday called for mass strikes to pressure President Emmanuel Macron into "respecting the results" of recent legislative elections and allow a leftist coalition to form a new government. 
France has been at the brink of a governing paralysis since Sunday's vote for the National Assembly, the influential lower house of parliament, resulted in a legislature split between three political groupings: the New Popular Front leftist coalition, Macron's centrist allies and the far-right National Rally of Marine Le Pen. 
The New Popular Front alliance won the most seats in the legislature, but fell short of an outright majority to govern on its own. The alliance's three main parties, the hard-left France Unbowed, the Socialists and the Greens, have urged the president to turn to them to form the new government. 

    


Sophie Binet, the general secretary of the CGT union, said in an interview with French broadcaster LCI Thursday that if Macron did not respect the results of the election, "he risks once again plunging the country into chaos."


Binet said the president should allow the New Popular Front to form the new government, although the leftist alliance has not yet proposed a candidate for prime minister because of internal divisions. She called on union members to take to the streets and "join rallies to put the National Assembly under surveillance."

    
    Over 50 countries go to the polls in 2024

	The year will test even the most robust democracies. Read more on what's to come here.
	Take a look at the 25 places where a change in leadership could resonate around the world.
	Keep track of the latest AP elections coverage from around the world here.



    


"There must be popular, citizens' pressure so that the elections' results are respected," Binet said. 

    
        
            
                
    
    


    

    
        
    



            

        

    

Macron has asked his prime minister, Gabriel Attal, to continue handling day-to-day affairs, despite Attal's offer of resignation. On Wednesday, Macron said he will wait for the country's political parties to build a broad consensus at the National Assembly before he can decide on a new prime minister, infuriating the leftist coalition and the unions. 

    


The new legislature's inaugural session is scheduled for July 18. 
CGT railway workers called for nationwide rallies on July 18 in front of the prefectures and near the National Assembly in Paris to demand the New Popular Front be allowed to form a government, according to the union's statement. 
The social situation in France was already tense before the political turmoil unleashed by the early legislative elections. There were protests from teachers, police officers and farmers that followed huge demonstrations last year against a rise in the retirement age. 
Macron called the surprise snap election after the anti-immigration National Rally made huge gains in the June 9 European elections -- a risky gamble in the hope that French voters would block the far-right party as they always had in the past.
The leader of the CFDT union, Marylise Leon, said problems are still acutely felt by many working people. She said Macron's reluctance to name a new prime minister whose government could start addressing them is concerning. 
"The expectations of workers around purchasing power and working conditions have not disappeared," Leon said in an interview with broadcaster France Inter Thursday. "To strike is sometimes the only way to be able to unblock a situation." 

    


She said the union would not rule out strikes during the July 26-Aug. 11 Olympics "in certain sectors if social dialogue breaks down," including in private security and at the Paris airports. However, she added, "the goal of CFDT is not to block the Olympics." 
___
Follow AP's global election coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/global-elections/ and AP's Paris Olympics coverage at https://apnews.com/hub/2024-paris-olympic-games

                                    

                                
                            

                            
                    



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://apnews.com/article/france-election-union-strikes-paris-olympics-970060c5b8419d6403bb1b5c78ebf900
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