
        
            
                
            
        

    
    
      
        [image: masthead]
      

      Thursday, July 11, 2024

      

      
        
          	
            The Front Page
          
          	16
        

        
          	
            Business Day
          
          	7
        

        
          	
            Editorials, Op-Ed and Letters
          
          	5
        

        
          	
            International
          
          	7
        

        
          	
            National
          
          	17
        

        
          	
            Obituaries
          
          	2
        

        
          	
            Pages A2-A3 and Corrections
          
          	4
        

        
          	
            Sports Thursday
          
          	2
        

        
          	
            The Arts
          
          	6
        

        
          	
            Thursday Styles
          
          	4
        

      

    

  
    
      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business Day
          
        

      

      The Front Page

      
        U.S. and Allies Aim to Forge Commitments to Ukraine That Will Endure
        The specter of a second Donald J. Trump presidency injects new urgency into the NATO summit this week. President Biden and other leaders agree Ukraine should have an "irreversible" path to membership.

      

      
        A Late Play by the Biden Campaign: Running Out the Clock
        Time is on President Biden's side. Every day that he defies pressure to end his re-election campaign, replacing him becomes harder for Democrats.

      

      
        In Constant Battle With Insurers, Doctors Reach for a Cudgel: A.I.
        As health plans increasingly rely on technology to deny treatment, physicians are fighting back with chatbots that synthesize research and make the case.

      

      
        They Called It 'Improper' to Have Women in the Olympics. But She Persisted.
        A century ago, Alice Milliat fought for the inclusion of female athletes in the Olympics. Her contribution, long overlooked, is now being recognized.

      

      
        After Playing an Outlaw, Alec Baldwin Winds Up on Trial
        The actor, who was charged with involuntary manslaughter, went on trial more than two years after the fatal shooting of the cinematographer of the movie "Rust."

      

      
        A Biden Confidant Emerges as a Crucial Mideast Diplomat
        Amos Hochstein, an energy policy official who was born in Israel, is playing diplomatic firefighter along the Israel-Lebanon border.

      

      
        Biden Faces Fresh Calls to Withdraw as Democrats Fear Electoral Rout
        The dam has mostly held on Capitol Hill for President Biden, but cracks continued to open as more donors and elected officials publicly called on President Biden to drop out.

      

      
        Supporters of the High Line Aim to Block Plan to Build a Casino Nearby
        The nonprofit organization that steers the popular greenway attraction on Manhattan's West Side says building a casino in Hudson Yards could harm parkgoers' experience.

      

      
        Trump's V.P. Reveal May Be This Week. Or Not.
        Donald J. Trump's monthslong search for a running mate, orchestrated to feed speculation and attention, is nearing an end, but questions of who, and when, remain.

      

      
        How Swizz Beatz Climbed to the Top of Saudi Arabia's Camel Racing Scene
        "I'm just bringing the cool factor to it," said the American hip-hop producer, who has spent millions of dollars on 48 camels for a team he calls "Saudi Bronx."

      

      
        Macron Ends His Silence, Calling for 'Broad Gathering' That Would Split the Left
        In an open letter, the French president rejected any role in government for the far-left France Unbowed party, setting the stage for a heated showdown.

      

      
        Maxine Singer, Guiding Force at the Dawn of Biotechnology, Dies at 93
        A leading biochemist, she helped shape guidelines in the 1970s for genetic-engineering while calming public fears of a spread of deadly lab-made microbes.

      

      
        Britain Has Huge Clean Energy Ambitions, but Are They Realistic?
        Analysts warn that the Labour Party's proposals are unlikely to be cheap and could come at the cost of jobs in the oil and gas industry.

      

      
        U.S. and Allies Take Aim at Covert Russian Information Campaign
        Intelligence officials from three countries flagged a Russian influence campaign that used artificial intelligence to create nearly 1,000 fake accounts on the social media platform X.

      

      
        A Red-Carpet Star Is Born
        Cole Escola is dressing the part of fashion plate after achieving a new level of fame with the play "Oh, Mary!"

      

      
        The New Home of the L.A. Clippers Is a Hot Ticket for Art
        Seven artists with local connections, including Glenn Kaino and Charles Gaines, were commissioned to create pieces for the Intuit Dome, bridging sports and culture.

      

      
        
          	
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Business Day
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




U.S. and Allies Aim to Forge Commitments to Ukraine That Will Endure



The specter of a second Donald J. Trump presidency injects new urgency into the NATO summit this week. President Biden and other leaders agree Ukraine should have an "irreversible" path to membership.




President Volodymyr Zelensky expressed thanks on Tuesday for the support given to Ukraine so far while prodding the Biden administration to continue relaxing its restrictions on the use of U.S. weapons in Russia.




By Edward Wong, Julian E. Barnes and Helene Cooper


Jul 10, 2024


The United States and its NATO allies have agreed that Ukraine should have an "irreversible" path to membership in the alliance, enshrining the phrase in a document that was released on Wednesday during 
the alliance's summit
 in Washington.



While there is no consensus yet about Ukraine joining NATO, the strengthened language shows that there is movement in that direction. The United States was once deeply skeptical about whether Ukraine was ready to become a member, and while questions remain, more and more American and European officials believe that the country will eventually be able to join.



"Ukraine's future is in NATO," members said in a communique, adding that "we will continue to support it on its irreversible path to full Euro-Atlantic integration, including NATO membership."



The document does not lay out an exact timeline for membership, which the Ukrainians have wanted, but it says the allies will continue to support Ukraine's progress on "democratic and security sector reforms."



U.S. and allied officials negotiated the commitments to Ukraine with new urgency, given the uncertainty over whether President Biden, a staunch opponent of Russia in its war, can win re-election this fall, according to officials in Washington.



The officials had said it was critical that leaders of the 32 member nations who have gathered in Washington this week used strong language to signal that Ukraine has a viable path to joining the alliance, even if it does not happen immediately because of the war.



They also said the leaders must agree to concrete steps to ensure the alliance is the main organizer of military and humanitarian aid to Ukraine rather than the United States.



Looming over the conversations is the specter of a second Donald J. Trump presidency. Mr. Trump has expressed admiration for President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia, criticized Ukraine and expressed doubts about sending any additional U.S. military aid to the nation. And in his first term, Mr. Trump talked about withdrawing the United States from NATO.



Because of these concerns, officials and analysts said that "Trump-proofing" the alliance and aid to Ukraine was an important element of the talks this week. "Ukraine can and will stop Putin, especially with our full, collective support," Mr. Biden said in a speech on Tuesday night.



Beyond solidifying foundations that could endure into a Trump presidency, the leaders are also trying to head off criticism from President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine, who last year 
accused the alliance
 of waffling on a promise to give his country membership.



But a more amicable version of Mr. Zelensky arrived in Washington on Tuesday. He expressed thanks for the support given to Ukraine so far while 
prodding the administration
 to continue relaxing its restrictions on the use of U.S. weapons in Russia and sending immediate aid.



"It's time to step out of the shadows to make strong decisions to act and not wait for November," he said in a speech, referring to the U.S. presidential election. "We must be strong and uncompromising all together."




Prime Minister Viktor Orban of Hungary, center, with world leaders at the NATO summit on Tuesday. The alliance grants membership only by unanimous consent, and officials have been wary of Hungary's position on Ukraine.




Ukraine's Path to NATO Membership



The debate about the communique revolved around whether to say that Ukraine has an "irreversible" path to NATO membership and what conditions to attach to that.



The alliance grants membership only by unanimous consent, and U.S. and other officials have been wary of what Hungary might say. The country's prime minister, Viktor Orban, 
visited Russia and China
 before arriving in Washington and is more sympathetic than other NATO leaders to Mr. Putin.



U.S. and allied officials say that in any case, a mutual defense clause in the NATO treaty makes it difficult to allow Ukraine in while it is at war. The alliance wants to avoid a direct war with Russia, a nuclear power.



Some analysts in Washington who have pushed for greater support for Ukraine said that NATO leaders needed to give the country concrete benchmarks.



"Obviously we need to accelerate Ukraine's path," said Alina Polyakova, the president of the Center for European Policy Analysis. "The problem is we're arguing on the margins over terminology and semantics and not over the bigger strategic objective, which is how to get Ukraine into NATO as quickly as possible."




While there is no consensus yet about Ukraine joining NATO, strengthened language would show that there is movement in that direction.




Committing to More Aid



Jens Stoltenberg, the secretary general of NATO, urged top diplomats at an alliance meeting in Prague in May to commit to collectively giving Ukraine 100 billion euros in military aid over the next five years.



He could not get consensus. But officials agreed to give Ukraine "a minimum base-line funding" of 40 billion euros within the next year.



A multiyear commitment could have helped the alliance prepare for political uncertainty in the United States.



But even with a longer-term arrangement, there are no guarantees: When he was president, Mr. Trump withdrew the United States from the Paris climate accord and the Iran nuclear limits agreement, which were both negotiated by President Barack Obama.



Increasing Members' Military Spending



There is another numbers concern: Mr. Trump has often criticized NATO members for not spending more on defense.



The allies agreed in 2014 to spend at least 2 percent of their economic output, or gross domestic product, on their militaries. At the time, only the United States, Britain and Greece were meeting the goal.



During the 2018 NATO summit, Mr. Trump railed against allies for that failure and then surprised leaders by demanding an increase of the benchmark to 4 percent, a goal that would have been out of reach for many alliance members. He said the United States would "go its own way" in 2019 if military spending from other NATO countries did not rise.



Mr. Trump so upset NATO leaders that they abandoned plans to hold a 70th anniversary summit the next year in Washington, fearing he would ruin it.



Mr. Biden noted in his Tuesday speech that in 2020, when he was elected, only nine countries had reached the 2 percent goal. Now, 23 of the 32 member nations will spend at least that. "It's remarkable progress," he said.



NATO officials intend to highlight that achievement throughout the summit.



"The best way for NATO to Trump-proof itself is quite simple: It is for every nation to meet the 2 percent of G.D.P. guideline for defense spending to which the entire 32 nations have agreed," said retired Adm. James Stavridis, the former supreme allied commander for Europe.



A New Command



To guard against any future decline of the United States' role in supporting Ukraine, the alliance is setting up a mission in Germany to coordinate assistance.



After Russia's invasion in February 2022, the United States took the lead in organizing military aid. That assistance has been coordinated through the Ukraine Defense Contact Group, which is run by Defense Secretary Lloyd J. Austin III and includes representatives from allied nations. While that group will continue, NATO is setting up a separate office in Germany to coordinate aid of all kinds to Ukraine.



"The name of the game is to build up deterrence against Russia as strongly as possible in order to withstand a lack of U.S. participation, or, worse, attempts at or actual withdrawal," said Evelyn Farkas, a former senior Pentagon official in the Obama administration who is now head of the McCain Institute, a democracy advocacy group.



Keeping Asian Allies Close



Creating a tighter web between NATO and Asia-Pacific countries allied with the United States -- Japan, South Korea, Australia and New Zealand -- also helps hedge against any uncertainty that would arise from a second Trump term, Dr. Farkas said.



A U.S. president might find it harder to extricate the United States from commitments and partnerships if NATO and Asia-Pacific allies of the United States spoke with one voice on important issues, such as Russia or China.



Although Mr. Trump expresses admiration for Xi Jinping, China's leader, he seems willing to appear tougher on China than Russia, such as when he imposed tariffs on some Chinese products.



Documents from NATO meetings of recent years have included language criticizing China. European nations have grown more suspicious of China because of its support of Russia. And they increasingly see China's belligerent statements and military actions toward the democratic island of Taiwan as a kind of parallel to Mr. Putin's hostility toward Ukraine.



The summit communique said that the People's Republic of China had become "a decisive enabler of Russia's war against Ukraine through its so-called 'no limits' partnership and its large-scale support for Russia's defense industrial base."



"The P.R.C. continues to pose systemic challenges to Euro-Atlantic security," it added.



Ben Bland, the director of the Asia-Pacific program at Chatham House, a London-based research group, said that "NATO's toughening language on China and its deepening engagement with four key Asia-Pacific allies of the U.S. reflect broadly shared views about Beijing's assertive behavior and the linkages between security in Europe and Asia."



"However, there is a spectrum of concern about China among NATO's European members," he added. "A minority, such as Hungary, are actively courting deeper ties with Beijing, while heavyweights such as France, Germany and the U.K. are seeking to de-risk their relationships with Beijing but still remain reluctant to embrace some of the more confrontational aspects of Washington's China policy."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/10/us/politics/nato-ukraine-trump-biden.html
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News ANALYSIS



A Late Play by the Biden Campaign: Running Out the Clock



Time is on President Biden's side. Every day that he defies pressure to end his re-election campaign, replacing him becomes harder for Democrats.




The prospect of weeks of Democratic infighting over how to replace President Biden at the top of the ticket may start to look worse to the party than rallying behind him.




By Adam Nagourney and Jim Rutenberg


Jul 10, 2024


President Biden's resistance to pressure to end his re-election bid appears to be a strategy aimed at running out the clock, a play to leave his party so little time to come up with another candidate that his opponents stand down.



Every day that Mr. Biden defies pressure to step aside, the prospects, and logistics, of replacing him become more untenable, and riskier. And the potential of weeks of Democratic infighting, as a united Republican Party nominates former President Donald J. Trump, may start to look worse than rallying behind Mr. Biden, no matter the concerns about the 81-year-old president's health and ability to defeat Mr. Trump.



"It's a mess," said James Carville, a consultant who has been among a roster of Democrats pushing for Mr. Biden to step aside and clear the way for a new nominee. "Suppose he gets what he wants. Everybody gets exhausted and just says, 'It's too much trouble.'"



Mr. Biden's efforts to dig in were showing signs of initial success. On Tuesday, some Democratic leaders in Congress expressed support for the president and said it was time to move on. "The urgent need right now is for Democrats to stick together and focus on the danger of Trump and his extremist agenda," 
said Representative Diana DeGette of Colorado
. "If we do that, we will win."



The calendar is on Mr. Biden's side. In the coming days, attention will turn to Mr. Trump, who is expected to name a running mate before his party gathers next week in Milwaukee to nominate him for a second term. Mr. Biden will be somewhat out of the public spotlight, focusing on the behind-the-scenes campaign to keep nervous Democrats in line.



There are 35 days between July 18, when Mr. Trump is set to accept his party's nomination in Milwaukee, and Aug. 22, when Mr. Biden is set to accept his party's nomination in Chicago. But the Biden campaign, working with the Democratic National Committee, appears ready to compress the calendar even further.



The party is planning a virtual roll-call vote weeks before the convention is gaveled to order on Aug. 19, a move that appears meant to leave little to no doubt about who will be on top of the Democratic ticket this November.



None of this is binding; the party sets the rules, and the party can change the rules. And Mr. Biden, for all his talk this week of sticking in the race, could change his mind, particularly if another bout of discouraging polls, or another performance like the one he had in his debate with Mr. Trump, shakes the party's confidence and encourages more Democratic defections.



Mr. Biden's show of defiance -- portraying himself as standing up against elites, even as polling suggests that most voters believe he is too old to run -- may be an act of self-preservation or a sophisticated political maneuver on the part of the president and his political team. But in either event, it has limited the party's options and flexibility should he step aside. (It is technically possible but politically unfeasible for the Democratic National Committee to vote to replace him if he does not voluntarily decide not to seek re-election.)



There is no handbook for what a party should do to replace a presumptive nominee after the primary season is finished: how to vet and test potential replacements without the benefit of candidates enduring the voter examination and candidate training that comes with a primary. The ideas being floated require the kind of consensus in the party that gets only more difficult with the attenuated calendar that is emerging.



For example, a number of Democrats have called for a series of candidate forums in different parts of the country. That would raise tricky questions that would need to be resolved quickly: Who would serve as the moderator -- a former president, such as Barack Obama or Bill Clinton, two frequently mentioned names, or a journalist? Who would be in the audience? And how would the party pick the candidates entitled to get on the stage?



There are alternatives, though they might not be that much less fraught. For example, instead of an organized series of sanctioned forums, the candidates could use the time before the convention to travel the country, meeting with state delegations and soliciting support. But that, too, is time-consuming, costly and complicated, in a way that would give an advantage to the candidate with money and a network. Even the party's high-profile politicians might decide it is not worth the risk, choosing instead to stand back until 2028.



A late change at the top of the ticket could advantage one Democrat who has been mentioned as a potential successor: Mr. Biden's vice president, Kamala Harris. She has the name recognition, financing and institutional support to step in more easily than any of the other potential successors.



"There's an understanding that President Biden will be the nominee," said Representative Ro Khanna, a California Democrat. "But in the case of unforeseen circumstances and Biden can't run, it will be Kamala Harris."




Vice President Kamala Harris has the name recognition, financing and institutional support to step in for Mr. Biden more easily than any other potential successor.




Yet as the Democrats wander through a world of no good choices, some argue that anointing Ms. Harris is hardly an ideal one. It would short-circuit the kind of competitive process that might allow the party to vet a nominee and, in doing so, minimize the prospect of intraparty strife and the appearance of party bosses choosing a candidate.



The scheduling of the virtual roll call is a clear example of how the party is moving to add to the perception of Mr. Biden's perceived inevitability.



The Democrats initially made plans to hold the earlier vote because an Ohio law required the party's candidates to be formalized by Aug. 7, or they would forfeit their place on the state's ballot.



Ohio officials have since passed a temporary measure moving the deadline to accommodate the timing of the Democratic convention this year. But the D.N.C., solidly under Mr. Biden's control, says it is sticking to its plans for an early roll call vote, to guard against any maneuvers by Ohio Republicans to keep the Democratic presidential candidate off the November ballot.



"We're not playing with these people," said Donna Brazile, a former party chair who is now on the party's rules committee.



But that leaves less time for the party to search for a replacement should Mr. Biden step down. "They should move it later," said Jeff Weaver, a longtime adviser to Senator Bernie Sanders and an advocate for a "mini-primary."



It is a matter of conjecture among Democrats whether this is a grand strategy by Mr. Biden and his aides who, it should be noted, have been around Democratic politics long enough to have a thorough appreciation of convention rules and their complexities.



The tactics have produced a bit of a public backlash. "Biden is running down the clock," Mehdi Hasan, the former MSNBC host, 
said in a post
 on X. "Which is selfish, it's reckless but, above all else, it's transparent."



It also may be working. "There is an emerging consensus in the Democratic Party that Biden is going to be the nominee and we need to turn our attention to making the case against Donald Trump and 2025," Mr. Khanna said.



Even Mr. Carville, one of the earliest Democrats to call on Mr. Biden not to seek re-election, seems resigned to that. "You know how bad Chicago is going to be?" he said, referring to the convention that awaits his party next month. "We are going to sit shiva for four days."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/10/us/politics/biden-campaign-strategy.html
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In Constant Battle With Insurers, Doctors Reach for a Cudgel: A.I.



As health plans increasingly rely on technology to deny treatment, physicians are fighting back with chatbots that synthesize research and make the case.




Dr. Azlan Tariq uses A.I. to help fight insurance denials of treatments that need pre-approval. "I think for people like me, ChatGPT and generative A.I. have been a lifeline," he said.




By Teddy Rosenbluth


Jul 10, 2024


At his rehabilitation medicine practice in Illinois, Dr. Azlan Tariq typically spent seven hours a week fighting with insurance companies reluctant to pay for his patients' treatments.



He often lost.



There was the 45-year-old man who spent five months in a wheelchair while his insurer denied appeal after appeal for a prosthetic leg. Or the stroke survivor who was rehospitalized following a fall after his insurer determined his rehab "could be done at home."



Over the course of Dr. Tariq's 12-year career, these stories had become more common: The list of treatments that needed pre-approval from insurers seemed ever broadening, and the denials seemed ever rising.



So in an effort to spare his patients what he deemed subpar care, and himself mountains of paperwork, Dr. Tariq recently turned to an unlikely tool: generative A.I.



For a growing number of doctors, A.I. chatbots -- which can draft letters to insurers in seconds -- are opening up a new front in the battle to approve costly claims, accomplishing in minutes what years of advocacy and attempts at health care reform have not.



"We haven't had legislative tools or policymaking tools or anything to fight back," Dr. Tariq said. "This is finally a tool I can use to fight back."



Doctors are turning to the technology even as some of the country's largest insurance companies face class-action lawsuits alleging that they used their own technology to swiftly deny large batches of claims and cut off seriously ill patients from rehabilitation treatment.



Some experts fear that the prior-authorization process will soon devolve into an A.I. "arms race," in which bots battle bots over insurance coverage. Among doctors, there are few things as universally hated.



"If you want to see a physician go apoplectic at a cocktail party, mention prior authorizations," said Dr. Robert Wachter, the chair of the medicine department at the University of California, San Francisco.



The process was designed by insurance companies to keep health care costs down by reining in doctors' use of unnecessary and expensive treatments.



But Dr. Jonathan Tward, a radiation oncologist based in Utah, said insurers often demanded so much exhaustive documentation and paperwork -- even for standard cancer treatments -- that he felt he was on the losing side of a "war of attrition."



Doctors and their staff spend an average of 12 hours a week submitting prior-authorization requests, a process widely considered burdensome and detrimental to patient health among physicians 
surveyed by the American Medical Association
.



With the help of ChatGPT, Dr. Tward now types in a couple of sentences, describing the purpose of the letter and the types of scientific studies he wants referenced, and a draft is produced in seconds.



Then, he can tell the chatbot to make it four times longer. "If you're going to put all kinds of barriers up for my patients, then when I fire back, I'm going to make it very time consuming," he said.




Dr. Jonathan Tward, a Utah-based radiation oncologist, said he felt that he was often on the losing side of a "war of attrition."




Dr. Tariq said Doximity GPT, a HIPAA-compliant version of the chatbot, had halved the time he spent on prior authorizations. Maybe more important, he said, the tool -- which draws from his patient's medical records and the insurer's coverage requirements -- has made his letters more successful.



Since using A.I. to draft prior-authorization requests, he said about 90 percent of his requests for coverage had been approved by insurers, compared with about 10 percent before.



Generative A.I. has been particularly useful for doctors at small practices, who might not ordinarily have time to appeal an insurer's decision -- even if they think their patient's treatment will suffer because of it.



Nearly half of doctors surveyed by the A.M.A. said that when they didn't appeal a claim denial, it was at least in part because they didn't have the time or resources for the insurance company's lengthy appeals process.



Dr. Michael Albert, an obesity medicine specialist in Oklahoma, said A.I. had enabled his small, resource-strapped telehealth practice to go from almost never appealing insurance denials to sending 10 to 20 appeals per week.



Now, Dr. Albert said he could "operate at the same level as companies that have essentially infinite resources."



While A.I. is still primarily used by individual, tech-savvy doctors, a growing number of companies are trying to bring the technology into the mainstream.



Epic
, 
one of the largest electronic health record companies in the country, has rolled out a prior-authorization tool that uses A.I. to a small group of physicians, said Derek De Young, a developer working on the product.



Several
 
major health systems are piloting Doximity GPT, created to help with a number of administrative tasks including prior authorizations, a company spokeswoman said.



But the insurance companies aren't sitting still, either. Chris Bond, a spokesman for America's Health Insurance Plans, said insurers welcomed attempts to streamline the process, including those involving the "appropriate use of A.I."



Dr. Jeff Levin-Scherz, a health policy expert at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health, said he believed that most health plans were at least evaluating how to use artificial intelligence in their claims review process, if they weren't using it already.



At the same time, these A.I. tools may make it easier for ill-intentioned players to bill for medically unnecessary treatments, Dr. Levin-Scherz noted.



As doctors use A.I. to get faster at writing prior-authorization letters, Dr. Wachter said he had "tremendous confidence" that the insurance companies would use A.I. to get better at denying them.



"You have automatic conflict," said Dr. Wachter, who wrote a book about digital technology in medicine. "Their A.I. will deny our A.I., and we'll go back and forth."



Dr. Wachter said he hoped that some day, with more advanced A.I. technology, insurers and providers could create a new system that relies less on sending letters back and forth and more on automation.



Insurance coverage could be automatically approved based on an algorithm's analysis of the most up-to-date scientific literature, for example. An A.I. tool might also notify a doctor that the $100,000 drug she's about to prescribe could be substituted with a similarly effective $250 pill.



Until then, many doctors are enjoying a newfound, if temporary, foothold in the battle over insurance claims.



"It is definitely an A.I. race," Dr. Tariq said, "but I think it wouldn't be fair if the physicians didn't have A.I."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/10/health/doctors-insurers-artificial-intelligence.html
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It was 1922, two years before the last time the Olympics were held in Paris. On a warm August day, about 20,000 people came to Pershing Stadium to watch 77 athletes in track and field, including a team from the United States. There was a parade of nations. There were world records. There were 27 journalists and news coverage around the world.



And at the start, a 38-year-old woman named Alice Milliat welcomed the world to Paris. She was the founder of the International Women's Sports Federation, known in her native France as the Federation Sportive Feminine International.



Every competitor that day was a woman.



"I hereby declare the first female Olympic Games open," she said.



Milliat was making a statement that echoes today. The male-dominated world of the mainline Olympics, busy preparing for the Paris Games of 1924, ignored the 1922 event, other than to complain about Milliat's unauthorized use of "Olympics." They dismissed the rising idea that women should compete at all.




The first Women's Olympics, held in Paris two years before the 1924 Summer Games were hosted in the city, attracted 77 athletes in track and field from several countries, including the United States.




The 1924 Paris Games had a smattering of female athletes -- 135 women out of 3,089 competitors -- but the Olympics hardly welcomed their participation beyond just a few events, such as swimming and tennis. There were no women's competitions in most sports, including track and field, soccer, rowing, cycling and even gymnastics.



Pierre de Coubertin, the founder and leader of the modern Olympics, made his attitude known repeatedly over the years. Having women in the Olympics, he said in 1912, "is impractical, uninteresting, ungainly and, I do not hesitate to add, improper."



By 1928, his thoughts had not evolved.



"As to the admission of women to the Games, I remain strongly against it," he said that year. He died in 1937 and has been heralded as a visionary of sport.



But in the end -- well, 2024 -- Milliat won the fight over gender. This summer's 
Olympics are expected to be the first with as many female athletes as male ones
.



Milliat, 100 years after the last Paris Olympics, is finally getting recognition as a pioneer, Billie Jean King of sorts for her age. Biographies are being published in France. A new documentary has been shown in theaters and on television. 
France's National Sports Museum in Nice has a temporary exhibition highlighting Milliat
. A plaza outside a new Olympic arena was named for her. (In a predictably modern twist, plans for the arena itself to be named for Milliat were upended when the naming rights were sold to Adidas.)




Timed for this year's Olympics, the National Sports Museum in Nice has a temporary exhibition on the pioneers of women's sports from a century ago.




"That women can participate in sports is largely thanks to her; that there are women in the Olympics is thanks to her," said Sophie Danger, the author of a new book, 
"Alice Milliat: The Olympic Woman,"
 available, for now, only in French. "Every time I put on my sneakers I think of this woman."



But it is reasonable to suspect that, among the more than 5,000 women expected to compete at the upcoming Olympics, only a few have ever heard of Alice Milliat.



"Symbolically, she remains on the fringe of the Olympic movement," Danger said. "Which means the battle continues."



Parity, Danger noted, is not equality. The battle is not just at the Olympics, of course.



"Some people want to control the body of women," said Anne-Cecile Genre, a filmmaker behind the documentary, 
"Alice Milliat: Les Incorrectes.
" (She translates the title to "The Unsuitables" in English.)



"Alice Milliat fought for control of their own bodies, so women could be free, and have control for the way they moved and the way they dressed. That's a universal thing. That's something women on the planet are still fighting for."




Milliat led the push for gender equality at the Olympics. At the 1924 Paris Games, fewer than 5 percent of participants were women. The 2024 Olympics are expected to be the first with as many female athletes as male ones.




'The Applause of Women as a Reward'



Milliat, born and raised in France, moved to London at 18 and married. She worked as a nanny and stenographer and took up rowing and other sports -- activities she saw few women do back in France.



Her husband died unexpectedly, leaving Milliat a childless widow, and she moved to Paris during the world war. It was the dawn of a new feminist movement. Across Europe, slowly, women were getting the right to vote. Men left to fight. Women went to work -- and assembled, increasingly, on playing fields and in gymnasiums.



In 1915, Milliat became president of a local women's sports club. She co-founded a national federation in 1917.



"Women's sport has its place in social life the same way as men's sport," she said at the time.



The Olympics were slow to react to the women's movement. Coubertin often cited several reasons to keep women out: Having twice as many participants and events would be an organizational headache; it was inappropriate to see women competing in public; the Olympics were a showcase of the best athletes, and women were not among them.



"I believe that we have tried, and must continue to try, to put the following expression into practice: the solemn and periodic exaltation of male athleticism, based on internationalism, by means of fairness, in an artistic setting, with the applause of women as a reward," Coubertin said in 1912.



Milliat wanted the same events for women as there were for men, including soccer and rugby. She began her push with track and field, known as athletics, since it was a glamour event, evocative of ancient Olympics. Coubertin's all-male Olympic committee rejected the suggestion for the 1920 Games in Belgium. Milliat pushed on.




The 1922 Women's Olympics in Paris featured a team from the United States. 





Camille Sabie of the United States competed in the long jump. 




In 1921, Sigfrid Edstrom, who was the first president of 
track and field's global governing body
 and an influential member of the International Olympic Committee, held an international women's meet in Monte Carlo. Milliat was not impressed. She felt it had been as a photo opportunity, not a serious competition. Putting women's sports under the leadership of men, she believed, was a way for men to maintain control.



Milliat soon founded the International Women's Sports Federation, which pulled a growing number of national federations under one umbrella, brought technical standards to sports events and consolidated record keeping. She was named president, and there were regular meetings and copious notes taken.



Milliat understood the power of publicity. Newspapers, especially in France, covered her and women's sports regularly. She organized women's soccer matches, including one in Manchester, England, in 1920 that attracted 25,000 spectators.



Then she set her sights on the Olympics. And she would use that word for her event, scheduled every four years between the cycles of Coubertin's mostly male Olympic Games.



"To her, 'Olympics' was just a vocabulary word," Danger said. "She was intelligent and funny. She said if they don't grant our request to join the Olympic Games, we will continue to organize our own."



At the International Women's Sports Federation meeting in 1926, Milliat addressed the "women's issue" and the push into the Olympics.



"Participation in the Olympic Games can only be understood if it is total, women's sport having proven itself and should not serve as an experiment for the Olympic Committee," the group's report read. "Such limited participation cannot serve the propaganda of women's sports."



Milliat agreed to stop using "Olympics" if the Olympics let women compete in athletics. A deal was struck, and in 1928, the Summer Olympics in Amsterdam had women's track and field for the first time. Milliat wanted 10 events, but women were granted five. Milliat was selected as a judge, the only female face in a sea of men.




Milliat agreed to drop the term "Olympics" from the women's Games if the Olympics allowed women to compete in track and field at the 1928 Amsterdam Games. She served as the lone female judge for that event.





One of Milliat's goals, besides gender equality at the Olympics, was to establish universal rules and record books for women. She oversaw four women's Games, from 1922 to 1934. 




It was not without controversy. In the 800-meter race, the longest distance women were allowed to run, the first three finishers broke the world record. Several women dropped to the ground after the finish line. Sportswriters wrote that the scene was disturbing and the exertion was all too much for a woman to handle. The Olympics did not hold an 800-meter race for women again until 1960.



"It was not a scandal for the men to do the same thing," Danger said of the common sight of a runner collapsing at race's end. "But it was a scandal for women."



The attention sparked a backlash. Milliat was lampooned in newspapers and editorial cartoons.



She persisted. There were all-female games in 1926 (in Gothenburg, Sweden), 1930 (Prague) and 1934 (London, with more than 300 participants). They were officially called the Women's World Games, though some in the media 
(including The New York Times, at least once, in 1930)
 referred to them as the Women's Olympic Games.



But the wave of feminism slowed in the 1930s, amid a global depression and the buildup to the Second World War, which canceled the Olympics in 1940 and 1944. International sports federations were more inclusive of women, but were run by men, exerting the kind of soft control that Milliat had feared. In 1934, the I.O.C. considered eliminating women from the program entirely; women retained their meager place by a 10 to 9 vote. Growth in women's sports tended toward what were seen as more feminine pursuits, like gymnastics and ice skating.



Any semblance of parity has been slow. In 1960, at the Rome Olympics, barely 1 in 10 athletes was a woman. At the 1984 Los Angeles Games, it was fewer than 1 in 4. In Beijing in 2008, it was just over 40 percent.



The I.O.C. has turned equity into a mission in recent years, but not all events are equal at the Olympics. In Paris, while the 50-kilometer race walk (for decades, considered suitable only for men) has been replaced by a mixed relay, women still compete in the seven-event heptathlon, not the 10-event decathlon.



"I never realized what women had to fight for," said Genre, the filmmaker. "I was born in the 1980s, and that wasn't a fight for me. I didn't know that women's 
boxing wasn't in the Olympics until 2012
. And the marathon, in 1984? That was after I was born. That's crazy for me. I thought there were women's sports from the start."



Milliat resigned from her position and the International Women's Sports Federation faded away. She died in 1957, rather anonymously. Even her neighbors, a researcher later found, did not know about her role in sports.



But historians continue to excavate her contributions. The 
Alice Milliat Foundation
, dedicated to women's sports, began in France in 2016. Gyms and streets have been named after her in recent years. And this year, for the first time, the Olympics may have as many female athletes as male ones.




Milliat, once a competitive rower, died in 1957 with little notice. Her contributions to sports, long overlooked, are now being heralded in places like France's National Sports Museum. 




"I hear it everywhere, and people are congratulating themselves," Genre said. "I'm sorry to be negative about it -- it's good news, and probably Alice Milliat would be proud -- but if you look at the people surrounding the athletes, the coaches, the judges, the federations, they are still mostly all male."



Women across sports, around the world, are still fighting for access, 
pay
, even 
the way they can dress.



"We, especially women, have to know her and celebrate her," Danger, the biographer, said of Milliat. "She is a role model. And there is still a fight."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/10/olympics-women-milliat.html
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After Playing an Outlaw, Alec Baldwin Winds Up on Trial



The actor, who was charged with involuntary manslaughter, went on trial more than two years after the fatal shooting of the cinematographer of the movie "Rust."




If Alec Baldwin is convicted of involuntary manslaughter, he faces up to 18 months in prison.




By Julia Jacobs and Graham Bowley


Jul 10, 2024


Prosecutors painted Alec Baldwin as a headstrong actor who repeatedly shirked his duty to maintain gun safety on the set of his film, leading to the shooting death of its cinematographer.



The defense argued that it was a "tragic accident," and that Mr. Baldwin had no reason to believe that there was live ammunition in his gun, or anywhere on the set of the western "Rust."



More than two years and eight months after the gun he was rehearsing with fired a fatal bullet, Mr. Baldwin found himself in a New Mexico courthouse on Wednesday standing trial on a charge of involuntary manslaughter. If convicted, he faces up to 18 months in prison.



The case is being closely watched by Hollywood, and not just because of the star at the center of it, famous for many movie and TV roles, including "30 Rock" and "Saturday Night Live." The question of an actor's liability has weighed over the case since the beginning; SAG-AFTRA, the union representing film and television workers, has argued that 
gun safety on sets is the responsibility of qualified professionals
, not performers.



Erlinda O. Johnson, one of the prosecutors, told the jury in her opening statements that Mr. Baldwin should be held criminally responsible for the death of Halyna Hutchins, the "Rust" cinematographer, because he had failed to take part in safety checks that day to see whether his gun contained a live round and because he used the weapon in a reckless fashion.



"He pointed the gun at another human being, cocked the hammer and pulled that trigger, in reckless disregard for Ms. Hutchins's safety," she said in the Santa Fe County District Courthouse.




Erlinda O. Johnson, one of the prosecutors, told the jury in her opening statements that Mr. Baldwin "pointed the gun at another human being, cocked the hammer and pulled that trigger." 




One of Mr. Baldwin's defense lawyers, Alex Spiro, argued that the actor could not be found guilty of involuntary manslaughter because it was unthinkable for live ammunition to be loaded into a gun that was being used as a prop on the set of a movie. He said Mr. Baldwin had been told that day that the gun was "cold," which he said communicated to the whole production that "there's nothing in the gun that can hurt anybody."



"Cold guns can't hurt people," Mr. Spiro said. "It's impossible. Literally impossible."



Mr. Spiro faulted the crew members who were supposed to oversee gun safety on the set: the film's armorer and its first assistant director. The armorer, Hannah Gutierrez-Reed, was 
convicted this year of involuntary manslaughter
 for loading a live round into the gun and 
sentenced to 18 months
 in prison. The first assistant director, Dave Halls, has admitted to failing to thoroughly check the revolver and agreed to a plea deal on a charge of negligent use of a deadly weapon, avoiding prison time.



The prosecution has blamed
 Ms. Gutierrez-Reed for bringing live rounds onto the set, which her lawyer has disputed.



In opening statements, the prosecution and the defense sparred over questions of workplace safety, the responsibility of actors and Mr. Baldwin's behavior on the set.



Ms. Johnson told jurors that the "evidence you will see will paint a real-life picture of a real-life workplace where this defendant mishandled this gun," and maintained that Mr. Baldwin had a history on the set of being reckless with firearms.



"You will see him using this gun as a pointer to point at people, to point at things," she said. "You will see him cock the hammer when he's not supposed to cock the hammer. You will see him put his finger on the trigger when his finger is not supposed to be on the trigger. You will hear about numerous breaches of firearm safety with this defendant and this use of this firearm."




Video in the courthouse showed Mr. Baldwin holding a gun as the movie character Harland Rust.




Mr. Baldwin has vehemently denied pulling the trigger before the gun fired on Oct. 21, 2021, killing Ms. Hutchins, a 42-year-old cinematographer from Ukraine. He has said that he pulled the hammer of the gun all the way back and let it go in an action that might have set it off. Prosecutors have sought to discredit that account, arguing that several rounds of forensic testing had found that the gun could not have gone off without pulling the trigger.



At trial, the actor's lawyers appeared to temper Mr. Baldwin's claim a bit, saying that no witnesses had seen him "intentionally" pull the trigger that day. But even if he did, the defense argued, it would not be against the law to do so while filming a scene for a movie after he had been told the gun was "cold," meaning it could not fire.



"On a movie set, you're allowed to pull the trigger," Mr. Spiro said in court. "So even if -- even if -- he intentionally pulled the trigger like the prosecutor just demonstrated, that doesn't make him guilty of homicide."



Mr. Spiro warned the jury against deciding a case based on whether a defendant "misspoke" or said something that ended up not being correct.




Alex Spiro, one of Mr. Baldwin's lawyers, told jurors that actors shooting blanks out of real guns is what happens on the set of a western. "You've all seen gunfights in movies," he said.




Sitting at the defense table in between two of his lawyers, Mr. Baldwin, wearing a suit, a patterned tie and thick framed glasses, listened intently, sometimes taking notes on a legal pad, and looking somber as body camera footage of the shooting's aftermath was shown. He had supporters sitting behind him, including his wife, Hilaria Baldwin, and siblings, including his brother Stephen Baldwin.



Outlining the defense, Mr. Spiro sought to counter the prosecution's contention that the shooting occurred in a typical workplace, telling the jurors that actors shooting blanks out of real guns is what happens on the set of a western. "You've all seen gunfights in movies," he said. In the film, which was later completed in Montana but has not yet been released, Mr. Baldwin plays an outlaw named Harland Rust.



The defense team played the emergency call that the production's script supervisor made immediately after Ms. Hutchins was shot. Mr. Spiro underscored for the jury that the supervisor said Ms. Hutchins was "accidentally shot on a movie set with a prop gun" and suggested that the movie's first assistant director, Mr. Halls, held some responsibility. "Not a word about Alec Baldwin," Mr. Spiro said.



Mr. Baldwin was first charged in the shooting in January 2023. But months later, prosecutors dropped that charge after receiving new evidence that the gun might have been modified without his knowledge, potentially making an unintentional discharge easier. After forensic analysis found that the trigger must have been pulled for the gun to go off, the case was revived and 
a grand jury indicted him on a charge of involuntary manslaughter
.



Judge Mary Marlowe Sommer, of the First Judicial District of New Mexico, told jurors the trial was expected to take eight days, not including their deliberations.



Julia Jacobs
 reported from Santa Fe, N.M., and 
Graham Bowley
 from New York. 
Tim Balk
 contributed reporting from New York.
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A Biden Confidant Emerges as a Crucial Mideast Diplomat



Amos Hochstein, an energy policy official who was born in Israel, is playing diplomatic firefighter along the Israel-Lebanon border.




Amos Hochstein, special adviser to President Biden, in Beirut last month.




By Michael Crowley


Jul 10, 2024


A few weeks before Hamas attacked Israel on Oct. 7, a senior White House official visited eastern Lebanon for a sightseeing trip that doubled as a dramatic political statement.



The official, Amos Hochstein, one of President Biden's most trusted national security advisers, toured the ancient ruins of Baalbek in an area well known as a stronghold of Hezbollah, a U.S.-designated terrorist group sponsored by Iran.



Wearing white pants and a golf shirt, and with no security entourage, Mr. Hochstein marveled at the artifacts and snapped photos of the onetime Roman city's crumbling stone walls and columns. Keeping watch from a distance were several muscular men in black T-shirts -- presumed Hezbollah militiamen.



The trip caused a minor sensation in Lebanese news media, which 
wondered
 how a top American official -- one born in Israel, no less -- was able to move so freely on Hezbollah turf.



The trip demonstrated the surprising way Mr. Hochstein has become one of the few Americans trusted, however grudgingly, by Hezbollah's leadership. And that trust is crucial today, now that Mr. Biden has designated Mr. Hochstein as his diplomatic point man for preventing clashes across the Israel-Lebanon border from exploding into a war that could be even more devastating than the conflict in Gaza.



Officially, Mr. Hochstein, 51, is Mr. Biden's top aide for global energy and infrastructure. But his wonky title does not capture the ever-broadening portfolio bestowed upon him by a president whose close confidence he has earned over more than a decade and who is said to view his adviser as a results-getting "doer."



Mr. Hochstein has made at least five trips to Israel and Lebanon since the war in Gaza prompted Hezbollah to launch rocket attacks on northern Israel in solidarity with Hamas. He speaks constantly with Lebanese officials as well as top Israeli officials, sometimes including Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.



"He's a very close adviser of the president," said Edward M. Gabriel, the president of the American Task Force on Lebanon, a nonprofit organization in Washington that seeks better relations between the United States and Lebanon. "As a consequence, I think he can speak with a lot of authority when he's in the field."




Mr. Hochstein visiting the ancient Roman ruins in eastern Lebanon last year in a photo provided by the U.S. State Department.




Last week, Mr. Hochstein, who cuts a dashing profile in his slim-fitting suits and slicked-back hair, was in Paris coordinating U.S. and French efforts to bring calm to the Israel-Lebanon border. In mid-June, he saw officials in both countries, and a week later met twice in Washington with Israel's defense minister, Yoav Gallant, with whom he speaks on a regular basis.



In addition to his work on the Israel-Hezbollah file, Mr. Hochstein has also been one of Mr. Biden's main envoys to Saudi Arabia. He was among the U.S. officials who helped convince Mr. Biden that the United States should not ostracize Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman despite revulsion over the murder of the Saudi dissident and Washington Post columnist Jamal Khashoggi in 2018.



Working in tandem with a White House colleague, Brett McGurk, the top National Security Council official for Middle East affairs, he has led quiet diplomacy in pursuit of an ambitious grand bargain that would include a U.S.-Saudi security agreement and normalized diplomatic relations between Israel and Saudi Arabia. Mr. Hochstein has met with Prince Mohammed more than a dozen times, talks that have also included Saudi oil production plans. (Mr. Hochstein reports to and works closely with the president's national security adviser, Jake Sullivan.)



A former lobbyist, congressional aide and executive at the natural gas firm Tellurian, Mr. Hochstein is passionate about renewable energy, and has 
trumpeted
 his purchase of an all-electric Ford Mustang with rooftop solar panels, although some environmental activists have complained about his background in the fossil fuel industry.



He joined the Biden administration as the State Department's top energy official, helping to manage oil and gas market disruptions after Russia invaded Ukraine. He was reassigned to Mr. Biden's White House staff early last year, reflecting the trust he has built with Mr. Biden over many years, including during numerous foreign trips he joined when Mr. Biden was vice president and Mr. Hochstein was a State Department energy policy official.



"President Biden likes and admires him," said Aaron David Miller, a senior fellow with the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, who recently hosted Mr. Hochstein for an online conversation. "Anyone who can help convince President Biden that M.B.S. should move from being a pariah to a partner -- that takes a lot of lifting," he added, referring to Prince Mohammed by his initials.



Mr. Hochstein is not in the daily thick of a simmering crisis that has become one of the Biden administration's greatest worries: that low-grade fighting between Israel and Hezbollah could escalate into a nightmare scenario that draws Iran and the United States into the conflict more directly.



Based in southern Lebanon, Hezbollah was formed in the 1980s to resist Israel's invasion of the country. It has developed a huge arsenal of rockets and missiles capable of inflicting enormous damage on Israel's cities.



"There is a very active mini-war going on between Israel and Lebanon," Mr. Hochstein said during his Carnegie Endowment talk. "Thousands of rockets have been fired from Lebanon into Israel, and thousands of rounds have been shot by Israel into Lebanon." (The White House declined to make Mr. Hochstein available for an interview.)




Mr. Hochstein trades messages with Hezbollah via Nabih Berri, the longtime speaker of Lebanon's Parliament during his recent visit in June.




The fighting has driven some 60,000 Israelis from the border area and displaced 90,000 Lebanese. In remarks on July 1, Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken said that Israel had "effectively lost sovereignty" in its north because of Hezbollah's attacks.



In addition to striking Hezbollah positions over the past several months, Israel has also targeted some of its top commanders. 
A lethal drone strike on one commander on Wednesday
 prompted a retaliatory barrage of more than 100 rockets into Israel.



Casualties on both sides have been low relative to the fighting, Mr. Hochstein said at Carnegie. But every day without a diplomatic solution carries risk, he warned, such as an errant missile mistakenly striking a "bus full of children."



That, he said, could lead to retaliation that triggers all-out conflict "even though both sides probably understand that a fuller or deeper-scale war is in neither side's interest."



Mr. Netanyahu has faced growing pressure to restore security so that displaced Israelis can return home safe from Hezbollah rockets, not to mention the now-vivid fear of an Oct. 7-style assault. U.S. officials say that as Israel scales down its campaign against a weakened Hamas in Gaza, it may turn its sights toward a possible war against Hezbollah.



Mr. Hochstein's mission is to find a diplomatic alternative. U.S. officials say the best hope is a cease-fire in Gaza, which Hezbollah leaders say would cause them to stop their attacks. But even then, Israel would still insist that its northern border be made more secure.



So in addition to trying to restrain the two sides from major escalation, Mr. Hochstein has been negotiating a plan under which Hezbollah would pull back its forces several miles from Israel's border -- possibly in return for U.S. economic aid for southern Lebanon and changes to Israeli military positions.



Israeli officials contend that Hezbollah should be making most, if not all, of the concessions, saying the group has long been in obvious violation of a 2006 U.N. Security Council resolution that ended the last major conflict between Israel and Hezbollah. Hezbollah has flouted the resolution's effective call that it keep its forces behind the Litani River, some 18 miles north of the Israel-Lebanon border.



While an energy and infrastructure professional like Mr. Hochstein might seem an unlikely mediator for an armed conflict, he is actually revisiting familiar territory. In 2021 and 2022, he helped Israel and Lebanon defuse another potential source of conflict, hammering out a maritime border agreement that determined the rights to lucrative undersea natural gas reserves.



Hezbollah  carries strong influence with the country's Shiite Muslim political leaders, and its assent was required to clinch the maritime deal.



What is more, Mr. Hochstein says, Lebanon has a special place in his heart.



"I fell in love with Lebanon" in 1995, Mr. Hochstein told Mr. Miller, the Carnegie senior fellow. It was his first visit, and he has returned at least once almost every year since, he said. "I'm attracted to the tragedy of Lebanon."




An Israeli air strike in central Gaza Strip this month. Mr. Hochstein has made several trips to Israel and Lebanon since the war in Gaza prompted Hezbollah to launch rocket attacks on northern Israel in solidarity with Hamas.




During his mid-June trip, Mr. Hochstein delivered a particularly sensitive message to Hezbollah. Fearing a miscalculation, he warned its leaders not to assume that the United States could restrain Israel from launching a full-scale attack on the group, according to people familiar with the exchange.



Mr. Hochstein's background -- he is not a trained foreign service officer -- has raised some eyebrows among diplomats who note that he is carrying out the sort of sensitive work typically handled by State Department regional experts.



Arab officials and media outlets also remark frequently on Mr. Hochstein's Jewish heritage and service in the Israeli Defense Forces.



In 2021 Lebanon's foreign minister, whose country prohibits visits by Israelis, said that he would deal with Mr. Hochstein as a U.S. envoy "and not in his Israeli capacity." (Mr. Hochstein, born in Israel to American parents, no longer holds Israeli birthright citizenship. He has lived in the United States since the 1990s.)



As evidenced by his trip to Baalbek, analysts say, that has not been a major problem. "He has the trust of these key interlocutors in Beirut and perhaps, one might even infer, of Hezbollah," said Firas Maksad, a senior fellow at the Middle East Institute.



Because U.S. officials are barred by law from talking to members of terrorist groups, Mr. Hochstein trades messages with Hezbollah via Nabih Berri, the longtime speaker of Lebanon's Parliament.



Analysts say that the foreign officials Mr. Hochstein speaks with respect his closeness with Mr. Biden.



And as Mr. Biden's political standing has wavered amid doubts about his viability as the Democratic presidential nominee, Mr. Hochstein has made his own opinion clear.



After The New York Times editorial board on June 28 called on Mr. Biden to leave the race, Senator John Fetterman, Democrat of Pennsylvania, used a profanity in dismissing the editorial on social media.



Mr. Hochstein promptly reposted the message on his personal account.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/10/us/politics/amos-hochstein-lebanon-israel-biden.html
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Biden Faces Fresh Calls to Withdraw as Democrats Fear Electoral Rout



The dam has mostly held on Capitol Hill for President Biden, but cracks continued to open as more donors and elected officials publicly called on President Biden to drop out.




Representative Nancy Pelosi said on Wednesday that she would back President Biden, "whatever he decides."




By Annie Karni


Jul 10, 2024


President Biden faced a fresh wave of pressure on Wednesday to end his campaign or rethink his decision to run for re-election, as Democrats from Hollywood to Capitol Hill aired grave concerns that he would lose to former President Donald J. Trump in November and drag his party's chance of controlling Congress down with him.



Representative Nancy Pelosi of California, the former House speaker and a longtime Biden ally, gave the strongest public signal yet that Democrats were still divided on Mr. Biden's candidacy, saying that "time is running short" for him to make a decision.



Speaking on MSNBC's "Morning Joe," 
Ms. Pelosi, 84, said that she would back Mr. Biden
, "whatever he decides."



Mr. Biden, 81, has said his mind is made up about continuing his campaign and called on Democrats to come together behind him. But lawmakers are still agonizing over his decision and hoping to at least keep alive a conversation about an alternative path, as many feared the president would lead their party to an electoral rout from which it could take years to recover.



Mr. Biden's strategy to save his candidacy appears to be 
aimed at running out the clock
. And every day he defies pressure to step aside makes the logistics of replacing him more difficult. On Wednesday, he appeared to have survived another day, as Capitol Hill remained mired in a state of uncertainty and division during what lawmakers had deemed to be a critical week for Mr. Biden's campaign.



Intense focus was turning to Mr. Biden's performance at a NATO news conference on Thursday, which Democrats said would be a critical -- and perhaps final -- test of the president's ability to stay in the race.



The dam of support for Mr. Biden did not appear to be breaking yet, but a trickle of dissent continued to seep out. Hours after Ms. Pelosi's comments, Representative Pat Ryan of New York, one of the most vulnerable Democratic incumbents, 
called on Mr. Biden to drop out
 "for the good of the country." By late afternoon, Representative Earl Blumenauer of Oregon, a veteran progressive who is retiring, also said Mr. Biden should end his campaign. "This is not just about extending his presidency but protecting democracy," he said in a statement. They were the 
eighth and ninth House Democrats
 to make public calls for the president to drop out.



And by evening, the first Democratic senator had joined the chorus. "We have asked President Biden to do so much for so many for so long," Senator Peter Welch of Vermont wrote in an 
opinion essay
 in The Washington Post. "For the good of the country, I'm calling on President Biden to withdraw from the race."



Some senators appeared to adopt Ms. Pelosi's stance that there was still a decision that the president needed to make, even though he has been clear that his mind is made up. Senator Tim Kaine, Democrat of Virginia, appealed to Mr. Biden's sense of decency in making a difficult choice, arguing that Mr. Biden would ultimately "do the patriotic thing for the country."



Others were not waiting for him to do so. George Clooney, the actor and prominent Democratic donor who just last month hosted 
a $28 million fund-raiser
 in Hollywood for Mr. Biden, made a powerful plea to the president to end his candidacy, saying he had witnessed Mr. Biden's decline up close in recent weeks.



"It's devastating to say it, but the Joe Biden I was with three weeks ago at the fund-raiser was not the Joe '
big F-ing deal
' Biden of 2010," Mr. Clooney said in 
a guest essay in The New York Times
. "He wasn't even the Joe Biden of 2020. He was the same man we all witnessed at the debate."




George Clooney, who hosted a fund-raiser in June for Mr. Biden, wrote that he "wasn't even the Joe Biden of 2020. He was the same man we all witnessed at the debate."




Mr. Clooney said that every "senator and congress member and governor who I've spoken with in private" agreed with him that Democrats would lose in November with Mr. Biden as their presidential candidate. "Most of our members of Congress are opting to wait and see if the dam breaks," he said. "But the dam has broken."



(Responding to Mr. Clooney's piece, a person familiar with the planning of the event said the president had stayed at the fund-raiser for three hours while the actor left much earlier.)



As if to underscore the concerns among Democrats, the Cook Political Report, a nonpartisan election forecaster, 
has moved
 Electoral College projections in six states in Mr. Trump's direction. Arizona, Georgia and Nevada went from "tossup" to "lean Republican." Minnesota, New Hampshire and the Second Congressional District in Nebraska went from "likely Democrat" to "lean Democrat."



And Representative Elissa Slotkin, a Michigan Democrat who is running for an open Senate seat, told donors privately at a fund-raiser on Tuesday that her private polling showed Mr. Trump defeating Mr. Biden in her state. In New York, Antonio Delgado, a former House member who serves as lieutenant governor, called on Mr. Biden to step aside, even though the state's governor, Kathy Hochul, has positioned herself as one of Mr. Biden's biggest cheerleaders.



Almost two weeks after the disastrous debate performance that surfaced serious doubts about the president's mental acuity and fitness to run, Mr. Biden has not yet participated in the kinds of high-profile, unscripted events that lawmakers said they wanted to see to help ease their concerns.



Mr. Biden was set to participate in a planned NATO news conference on Thursday and an interview with the NBC News anchor Lester Holt the following Monday.



The Senior White House advisers Steve Ricchetti and Mike Donilon, as well as the chairwoman of Mr. Biden's campaign, Jen O'Malley Dillon, were also set to brief Democratic senators at a special caucus luncheon on Thursday. There, they were set to face frustrated Democrats who have complained privately and publicly that the White House has not done enough to reassure them, as well as voters, that Mr. Biden has a path to victory.



Their presence on Capitol Hill may only raise more questions about why Mr. Biden, who served for more than three decades in the Senate, has not appeared in person to address and rally his former colleagues in what was once his comfort zone. On Wednesday, Mr. Biden spent the day in meetings with union leaders and foreign dignitaries in Washington for a NATO summit, including Keir Starmer, the newly elected British prime minister, while lawmakers were left to wonder aloud about whether the president could run and win.



Senator Richard Blumenthal, Democrat of Connecticut, told reporters, "I am deeply concerned about Joe Biden winning this November." He said the party had to "reach a conclusion as soon as possible" about his candidacy but reiterated that he supported Mr. Biden as the party's nominee.



But a group of Black Democrats and progressives continued to profess their complete commitment to Mr. Biden and declared the conversation about any change at the top of the ticket to be over. "The matter is closed," Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Democrat of New York, said Tuesday night. "Biden is our nominee. He is in this race and I support him."



But Ms. Pelosi's comments appeared designed to give alarmed Democrats, who so far 
are mostly falling in line behind Mr. Biden
, space to pivot in the coming days, given the deep divide inside the party about whether his candidacy is viable.




Senator Michael Bennet said on Tuesday night that he did not think Mr. Biden could beat former President Donald J. Trump.




The former speaker, however, quickly moved to walk back any sense that she herself was suggesting that Mr. Biden leave the race.



"The president is great, and there are some misrepresentations of what I have said," she said in a statement to The New York Times. "I never said he should reconsider his decision. The decision is the president's. I don't know what's happened to The New York Times that they make up news. It isn't true."



Later in the day, she told ABC News that she thought Mr. Biden could win in November.



Senator Michael Bennet, Democrat of Colorado, said in an interview with CNN on Tuesday night that he 
did not think Mr. Biden could beat Mr. Trump
 -- though he stopped short of publicly urging Mr. Biden to end his campaign. "I think we could lose the whole thing," Mr. Bennet said, warning of a "landslide" in the presidential race and referring to both chambers of Congress.



He added, "The White House has done nothing since the debate to demonstrate they have a plan to win this election."



Reporting was contributed by 
Catie Edmondson
, 
Robert Jimison
, 
Nicholas Fandos
 and 
Michael C. Bender
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/10/us/politics/biden-congress-clooney-election.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




A plan to build a casino over a sprawling rail yard on Manhattan's Far West Side has a new, formidable opponent: parkgoers.



Friends of the High Line, an influential nonprofit that operates the nearby 1.5-mile rail-line-turned-park, said Wednesday that it will muster supporters to attempt to thwart the development plan. The opponents of the casino proposal said the development would block views of the city from the High Line and create gusty winds and cast long shadows that could hurt local businesses.



The proposal, submitted in February, would also create a 1,180-foot apartment tower, a 1,376-foot office building, a public school and day care. The development, in Hudson Yards, is being led by 
Related Companies
, which built the eastern half of the site, and Wynn Resorts, a Las Vegas gambling giant. The project could be completed by 2030.



But the biggest sticking point is a plan to build a podium as tall as 200 feet near the westernmost section of the High Line, on which the developers will build a casino and a skyscraper with 1,750 hotel rooms.




Supporters of the High Line fear that a planned podium that would hold a casino and skyscraper would detract from the park.




Alan van Capelle, the park group's executive director, likened the over 200,000-square-foot, 20-story podium to six Costco warehouses stacked on top of each other.



"This will gravely endanger the High Line experience," Mr. van Capelle said on a recent morning from a sunny strip of the park, where he says visitors could soon be staring at a wall instead of the city skyline.



The High Line helps generate $50 million a year in local spending, according to a 2019 report the group commissioned with HR&A, an economic development consulting firm.




A rendering of the mixed-use casino development that is being proposed for the western half of Hudson Yards. The High Line is shown in the foreground.




A spokeswoman for Related said in a statement that the developer had met with the High Line group several times this year and had "made substantive changes to our plans in response to their concerns, after which they did not raise additional issues with us." The revised plan will still include 5.6 acres of public green space and will generate thousands of union jobs, she said.



"It is now evident they simply do not want new development in their backyard, no matter the obvious economic, housing and community benefit it will bring," she said.



The park group's opposition to the plan is significant, local leaders said. To obtain 
one of three coveted state licenses
 to operate a full-fledged casino in New York City, developers must win majority approval from a six-person panel chosen by elected officials.



"Their opinion is going to count," Brad Hoylman-Sigal, the state senator who represents the area and will appoint a member of the voting committee, said about the park group. He called the group's opposition "extraordinary," considering its longtime relationship with Related, which has benefited from pitching the park as an amenity for its many nearby properties. Related has donated millions of dollars to Friends of the High Line since the park opened 15 years ago.



"It highlights the depth of concern in the West Side community," he said.



On Wednesday, the nonprofit planned a rally at the High Line. The group reopened a western portion of the park ahead of schedule to allow visitors to see what could be lost, said Mr. van Capelle, who is a former deputy comptroller for New York City.




Alan van Capelle, executive director of Friends of the High Line, says the group is not necessarily opposed to the building of a casino but is concerned that the current proposal could "overwhelm" the park.




Mr. van Capelle said his group is not opposed to development on the site, or even to a casino necessarily, but that the proposal, especially the tall podium, "would overwhelm the High Line."



But the concerns of the park could pale in comparison to the economic benefits of Related's development plan, said Gary LaBarbera, the president of the Building and Construction Trades Council of Greater New York, which represents unionized construction workers.



"We're talking about tens of thousands of construction and permanent jobs," he said.



The developers' desire to include a casino on the 13-acre site reflects how lucrative New York's untapped gambling market could be. At least 
11 bidders are vying to build a casino
 in the New York City area, and Related has made 
one of the most ambitious proposals
, estimating that its project will cost $12 billion.



But gambling has been a tough sell across the city, and nearly every proposal has met public pushback. A proposal for a casino in the middle of Times Square has raised the ire of 
prominent Broadway theater owners
, and a plan to convert parkland next to Citi Field in Queens into a casino 
has been opposed
 by the local state senator.




The developers' desire to include a casino on the 13-acre site reflects how lucrative New York's untapped gambling market could be.




In Hudson Yards, community groups and local politicians are already wary of the proposal. Community Board 4, which includes the development site, said in an April letter that the casino plan was a dramatic departure from what it committed to build in 2009, before Vegas-style casinos were permitted in the region, and when zoning was approved for much more housing and far less commercial space. The original plan called for up to roughly 5,700 apartments to be built, but with the addition of the casino and resort plans, that number has shrunk to closer to 1,500 units.



Related has also proposed an alternate plan that does not include a casino, but it would still include a large podium that community groups oppose.



"I am highly skeptical of any alterations to the existing zoning regulations and the potential reduction of housing units," Erik Bottcher, the local City Council member who will appoint a member of the voting committee, said in a statement. Tony Simone, the district's state assemblyman, said he was "philosophically opposed" to a casino.



The clock is ticking for casino bidders to secure public support. The New York State Gaming Facility Location Board, which is overseeing the application process, said it expects to announce the winning casino proposals by the end of 2025.



Susan C. Beachy
 contributed research.
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Trump's V.P. Reveal May Be This Week. Or Not.



Donald J. Trump's monthslong search for a running mate, orchestrated to feed speculation and attention, is nearing an end, but questions of who, and when, remain. 




Some aides are preparing for the possibility that Donald J. Trump will announce his pick on social media just before a rally scheduled for Saturday in Butler County, Pa., north of Pittsburgh.




By Michael C. Bender


Jul 10, 2024


Donald J. Trump's running-mate search, as much a theatrical production as a political one, is now in its final act.



In exactly one week, the Republican vice-presidential nominee is scheduled to address the party's convention in Milwaukee.



The leading contenders -- Senator J.D. Vance of Ohio, Gov. Doug Burgum of North Dakota and Senator Marco Rubio of Florida -- have sat for repeated cable news interviews. They've attended campaign fund-raisers, mingled with members of Mr. Trump's Mar-a-Lago resort and flown on the Trump plane. And they've all completed perhaps the most crucial test: addressing the devoted core of the former president's MAGA movement onstage at a Trump rally.



Mr. Trump has orchestrated his monthslong selection process with the flair and finesse of a seasoned marionette puppeteer, relying on dramatic pronouncements to feed speculation, draw in his audience and try to redirect any lingering attention away from his 34 felony convictions.



Now, in true Trumpian fashion, the finale includes a bit of suspense.



Just one public campaign event remains on Mr. Trump's schedule before the Republican National Convention -- a rally in western Pennsylvania on Saturday. Several of the former president's allies believe he may want to bring his running mate to the rally. Some aides are preparing for the possibility that Mr. Trump will announce his pick on social media just before the event.



Mr. Trump's preference, however, seems to be revealing his pick in a made-for-television announcement onstage at the convention. When asked in an interview on Monday about the timing of his announcement, he spent much of his answer talking about craving such a moment.



"I'd love to do it during the convention," Mr. Trump said on Fox News. "It would be a very interesting buildup and important for the convention."



But the former president also acknowledged a rather significant problem with such a situation: He might be the only person in his campaign who prefers that timing.



The endless speculation has fatigued many Trump allies, who are eager for him to announce his decision. Pushing it to next week would disrupt the Trump aides who are working around the clock to iron out innumerable logistics to prepare for the four-day convention, which is expected to draw more than 50,000 Republican officials, activists, donors and members of the media.



Another example of a complication with a reveal in Milwaukee: Convention rules require the party to nominate its presidential ticket on Monday, and it would be hard to nominate a ticket that's not yet officially announced. Republicans could vote on a rule change, but that would be just one of many changes that would ripple across the convention program.



"My people say that's a little complicated," Mr. Trump said during the Fox News interview, suggesting his timing for an announcement would be most likely "probably a little before the convention -- but not much."



A campaign spokesman said that only Mr. Trump knows who he will select, and that he will announce the decision when he is ready.



On Saturday, Mr. Trump will visit Butler County, Pa., a predominantly white and largely rural area about 50 miles east of the Ohio border that has long supported Republican presidential candidates. The county is nestled in a region near the state's western border where pro-gun, pro-coal voters -- less diverse and less highly educated than the rest of the state -- have mostly shed past ties to the Democratic Party and have become reliable Republican supporters.



The location would seem to be an ideal setting to introduce Mr. Vance, the former venture capitalist and best-selling author of "
Hillbilly Elegy
." He would appear to offer more natural appeal to Mr. Trump's white, working-class base than would Mr. Burgum, a wealthy former software executive, or Mr. Rubio, the son of Cuban immigrants and a fluent Spanish speaker.



Another potential hint: One of the closest Ohio towns to Butler County is East Palestine, where Mr. Vance and Mr. Trump 
teamed up
 in February 2023 to criticize the Biden administration's response to a 
train derailment
 that forced residents to evacuate and escape toxic chemicals. The White House pushed back at the time by accusing the Trump administration of having dismantled safety measures that were meant to prevent episodes like the East Palestine derailment.



Just five months earlier, when Mr. Vance was running for Senate, he joined Mr. Trump at a campaign rally only to be 
mocked
 by the former president, whose endorsement had helped deliver the party's nomination to Mr. Vance. "J.D. is kissing my ass he wants my support so much," Mr. Trump told the crowd.



But after the East Palestine event, which Mr. Trump later described to aides as an effective and energizing campaign stop, he has been more generous when speaking about Mr. Vance.



At a campaign rally in Ohio in March, Mr. Trump mentioned Mr. Vance at least a dozen times, including once to express some mix of surprise and relief that the first-term senator "has really turned out to be great."



"When you endorse somebody you don't know, you think they're going to be good and they turn on you," Mr. Trump said, adding that Mr. Vance was "a young star and he's a great senator and a real fighter."



Mr. Vance briefly joined Mr. Trump onstage, where he attacked Mr. Biden, praised Mr. Trump and claimed, 
mostly incorrectly
, that "all of the net job growth under Biden's presidency has gone to the foreign-born."



"Let's rebuild prosperity for America's citizens and re-elect Donald J. Trump," Mr. Vance said to cheers.



In May, Mr. Trump invited Mr. Burgum to a rally in Wildwood, N.J., where the former president praised the governor's intellect and business acumen.



Mr. Burgum, a mild-mannered two-term governor, engaged the crowd in an energetic call-and-response about sending Mr. Trump back to the White House.



"OK one more time, and this one has to be so loud that they can hear it in Biden's basement in Delaware," Mr. Burgum said to laughter and applause.



On Tuesday, Mr. Rubio became the last of the three leading vice-presidential contenders to join Mr. Trump at a rally this year. Mr. Rubio has not campaigned for the presidential ticket as overtly as Mr. Vance or Mr. Burgum, both of whom are relative newcomers to Mr. Trump's political orbit. Mr. Rubio, however, quietly developed a close relationship with Mr. Trump during their four years together in Washington.



Onstage at an event at Trump National Doral Golf Club near Miami on Tuesday, Mr. Rubio displayed his self-assuredness by gently ribbing the former president. He feigned ignorance about knowing the golf course's owner and urged the crowd to plead with the former president to find an indoor venue for his next summer rally in South Florida.



Mr. Trump thanked Mr. Rubio, describing him to the crowd as "someone who has really become a friend of mine."



"We had a vicious campaign for a while," Mr. Trump said, referring to their caustic rivalry during the 2016 presidential primary. "He was tough, and he was smart and I got to really know him well over the years -- and he's a fantastic guy."



He left it at that, keeping the suspense alive.
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Saudi Arabia Dispatch



How Swizz Beatz Climbed to the Top of Saudi Arabia's Camel Racing Scene



"I'm just bringing the cool factor to it," said the American hip-hop producer, who has spent millions of dollars on 48 camels for a team he calls "Saudi Bronx."




Swizz Beatz, an American hip-hop producer whose real name is Kasseem Dean, at the AlUla Camel Cup after his camel Enzo won fourth place this spring.




By Vivian Nereim


Jul 09, 2024


As the Arabian Peninsula's fastest camels galloped around a track in the Saudi desert, Kasseem Dean, a Grammy Award-winning hip-hop producer from the Bronx, watched nervously from an air-conditioned V.I.P. viewing hall.



Waiters in black vests plied the crowd with lemonade and red velvet cupcakes. Women in sundresses milled around off-white sofas, sipping fizzy mocktails.



Though the camels sprinting past were the main event, Mr. Dean, better known as Swizz Beatz, felt as if all eyes in the room were on him -- one of the newest competitors in Saudi Arabia's deep-pocketed camel racing scene. Four years since he entered and won his first race, he has spent millions of dollars to buy 48 racing camels, ascending into the most elite circles of the sport.



"When you discover it, you enter into a whole other world," said Mr. Dean, 45, whose team of camels, "Saudi Bronx," has won trophies across the region and deepened his attachment to the kingdom, which he first visited in 2006.



He now travels to Saudi Arabia so often that he considers it a second home. He is a co-founder of a 
roller-skating rink
 in the desert retreat of AlUla, where the camel race was held, and keeps an apartment in the capital, Riyadh; a few years ago, he was granted Saudi citizenship.




The competitors with robot jockeys on their backs, followed by trainers in SUVs who remotely control the robots.




All of this would have been highly improbable not long ago. But the absurd has become ordinary in the new Saudi Arabia, as Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman unleashes seismic 
social changes
 while deepening political 
repression
, reshaping the conservative Islamic country in the process.



Ten years ago, music and gender mixing were effectively banned in public. Today, young Saudis dance at 
raves in abandoned hospitals
, and women -- who until 2018 had been barred from driving -- are increasingly living 
on their own
, buying apartments and driving themselves to work.



The 38-year-old crown prince is an avowed authoritarian, and he has coupled the social opening with a 
crackdown on dissent
, detaining hundreds of critical Saudis across the political spectrum. In January, 
Manahel al-Otaibi
 -- a fitness instructor who had campaigned on social media against Saudi Arabia's system of male guardianship over women, which Prince Mohammed has largely dismantled -- was sentenced to 11 years in prison.



But the prince has a keen interest in using the kingdom's oil wealth to build soft power, crafting a more welcoming image by promoting Saudi culture, art and 
cuisine
, and winning over 
politicians
 and 
tourists
 alike.



Camel racing, a sport beloved by Bedouins across the Arabian Peninsula, is a small part of that push. The kingdom's goal is for it to become "an internationally recognized sport," Mahmoud al-Balawi, head of the Saudi Camel Racing Federation, said in an interview.



Basma Khalifa, a 42-year-old woman from AlUla who was attending the camel race, said, "It's really nice for the foreigners to come," adding, "Just like we know their culture, they get to know our culture."




Fans watch the camel races from an outdoor viewing platform while women sit inside an air-conditioned viewing hall. 




While Mr. Dean was once an outlier, American celebrities appear in Saudi Arabia regularly now, often drawn by 
lucrative deals
, and no longer deterred by the frequent criticism of the kingdom by human rights groups. Many of them end up in AlUla, an area filled with twisted rock formations and ancient ruins that is the centerpiece of Prince Mohammed's drive to turn the kingdom into a 
global tourism destination
.



Will Smith visited last year, 
attending a camel race
 with Mr. Dean. Johnny Depp 
posed for a selfie
 in AlUla with Saudi Arabia's culture minister. Even the elusive hip-hop star Lauryn Hill performed in AlUla recently.



"It's funny to see," Mr. Dean said. "Especially going back to the people that were criticizing me and telling me not to go, and now they're asking me what's the best place to stay."



At the tournament in AlUla, held this spring, camels foamed at the mouth from exertion as they ran around the windswept track, knees wobbling. Instead of jockeys, robots sat on their backs -- a 
change made years ago
 after the practice of using child jockeys was found to be riddled with human rights abuses. A herd of SUVs followed closely, filled with trainers commanding the robots by remote control.



Behind the velvet ropes of the V.I.P. section, Mr. Dean was seated near the head of the racing federation and surrounded by Saudi princes. They cheered him on for a victory and reassured him when one of his camels, Enzo, came in fourth place instead -- helping Mr. Dean win around $200,000 from the total prize pot of more than $20 million.




Mr. Dean, with local Saudi men, at his store in AlUla, where he sells merchandise branded for his team, including an $80 T-shirt that depicts the hip-hop star Tupac Shakur in a Saudi headdress.




Mr. Dean's Saudi citizenship is a sign that powerful Saudis consider his relationship with the kingdom valuable; citizenship is a rare privilege, 
bestowed
 by royal edict and 
unobtainable
 even for most second- or third-generation foreign residents. Many celebrities and 
social media influencers
 who have come to Saudi Arabia in recent years are attracted by sponsorships or deals, but Mr. Dean said that was not what drew him there.



"You could easily come to Saudi and be transactional -- there's endless opportunities," he said. "But I just wanted to have the freedom to just have fun."



Born in the Bronx and married to the singer Alicia Keys, Mr. Dean has worked with Jay-Z, Beyonce and Kanye West, among other artists. He once rapped that he was 
"hood rich."
 These days, he is just regular rich -- very rich, actually, replete with corporate 
deals
, board memberships, and investments in 
real estate
 and 
contemporary art
.



He is Muslim, and his grandfather performed pilgrimage to the holy city of Mecca in Saudi Arabia in the 1970s. So when Mr. Dean first visited the kingdom in 2006, traveling there did not seem like such a strange idea.



He returned often and found himself fascinated by camel racing. Several years ago, he decided to explore it for himself. He called Saudi friends to help him search for the best camel trainers and started assembling his team.




In addition to cheering on their favorite camels at the races, attendees can get rides on the animals themselves.




As a rookie to the sport, Mr. Dean made mistakes, selling some of his fastest camels when competitors offered him enormous sums.



Now he understands how seriously people take the sport, and that some of the Emirati and Qatari sheikhs he competes against can 
spend millions of dollars
 on a single camel. He leaves the decisions about which camels to buy, and how to race them, to his Saudi trainers.



"I'm just bringing the cool factor to it," Mr. Dean said.



After the races in AlUla finished, Ms. Keys, his wife, called him, and he flipped his phone camera around to show her a sandstorm brewing outside.



On his way out, he strolled through the venue with a glass of pomegranate juice, stopping for photos with curious onlookers. Few people in the camel racing world know him for his music, and he loves that.



"It's like I'm a whole new person," he said.



As darkness fell, he visited a pop-up shop near the racetrack where his Saudi Bronx-branded merchandise was for sale. Among the offerings: an $80 T-shirt that depicted the hip-hop star Tupac Shakur in a Saudi headdress.




Skaters during Mr. Dean's performance in the D.J. booth at AlUla on Wheels, a skating rink.




Falih al-Buluwi, a prominent camel trainer who has worked with Mr. Dean, entered the shop with an entourage of half a dozen men. They posed for photographs with him and danced to Saudi music together, clapping and swaying.



Mr. Dean once lost friends and business over his association with Saudi Arabia, he said. But he ignores the criticism of that, arguing that "no place is perfect."



"Hate across the world would be less if people traveled more and spent time with different cultures," he said.



That evening, he stepped into the D.J. booth of the roller skating rink he had helped found in AlUla.



Disco balls sent lights dancing across the floor as he played classics by Saudi singers, intermingling them with retro hip-hop hits.



Scores of people watched from the sidelines as skaters circled the open-sky rink, some skilled and others uncertain, tumbling to the ground. A man wearing a traditional white robe hiked it up around his knees and ventured out shakily, grasping a friend's hand for balance.



"Saudi Arabiaaaa!" Mr. Dean shouted, as the beat dropped on a Snoop Dogg song.




Mr. Dean once lost friends and business over his association with Saudi Arabia, he said. But he ignores the criticism, arguing that "no place is perfect."
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news analysis



Macron Ends His Silence, Calling for 'a Broad Gathering' That Would Split the Left



In an open letter to the French people, he rejects any role for the far left France Unbowed party, setting the stage for a heated showdown.




President Emmanuel Macron of France was in Washington on Wednesday for the NATO summit, but his open letter to the French people might set the stage for a confrontation with the ascendant left wing.




By Roger Cohen


Jul 10, 2024


Expressing himself for the first time three days after deadlocked legislative elections, President Emmanuel Macron of France said on Wednesday that "a little time" would be needed to build a "broad gathering" of what he called "republican forces" able to form a coalition government.



Just 16 days from the opening of the Paris Olympics, it was unclear whether Mr. Macron had in mind a delay that would mean no new government was in place when the games begin. For now he has asked Prime Minister Gabriel Attal, whose resignation he rejected, to continue in a caretaker capacity.



In a letter to the French people, made public before its scheduled publication on Thursday in regional newspapers, Mr. Macron said of the election he abruptly called last month: "nobody won it." That seemed certain to irk the New Popular Front, a resurgent left-wing alliance that came in first with about 180 seats in the National Assembly.



The alliance was well short of the 289 seats needed for an absolute majority, and was not victorious in the sense of having the means to govern, but the New Popular Front's leaders said they believed the group won and have said it would name its choice for prime minister this week.



The letter made clear that, if that happens, Mr. Macron is almost certain to reject the left's choice, raising political tensions that are already high.



Under the Constitution of the Fifth Republic, the president names the prime minister, and there is no time limit for this choice. But up to now France has not had the culture of other European countries with parliamentary rather than presidential systems, like Italy or the Netherlands, where long negotiations on a coalition government and its agenda regularly occur.



The election left the National Assembly divided into three large blocs -- the left, Mr. Macron's center and Marine Le Pen's far-right National Rally -- with no obvious path to conciliation. Although Mr. Macron, who is in Washington for the NATO summit, appealed in his letter for a "sincere and loyal dialogue to build a solid majority," nothing since the election has suggested that a path to compromise exists.



Mr. Macron appears to be moving toward a potentially explosive clash with the left, particularly the France Unbowed party of Jean-Luc Melenchon, the combative leader of the largest and most left-wing group in the victorious alliance.



The president has made clear he does not consider France Unbowed to be part of the "republican forces" in France, any more than Ms. Le Pen's National Rally.



The party therefore is apparently not among those invited in the letter to come together to form a coalition, in line with recent statements by Mr. Macron.



At a news conference last month, just after he called the election, Mr. Macron said the "extreme left" was guilty of "antisemitism, factionalism" and, "at a deep level, a de facto break with the values of the Republic."



It is because of the incompatibility of its values with the Republic, as Mr. Macron sees it, that the party cannot be part of the dialogue that he hopes will now begin, officials close to him have said.




An empty National Assembly in Paris on Monday. It could be some time before a new government is seated.




The new National Assembly is scheduled to gather for the first time on July 18.



Mr. Melenchon has since the Hamas terrorist attack of Oct. 7 accused Yael Braun-Pivet, the Jewish president of the National Assembly, of "camping out in Tel Aviv to encourage the massacre" in Gaza, and described Elisabeth Borne, the former French prime minister 
and daughter of a Holocaust survivor
, as expressing "a foreign point of view." He denies he is an antisemite.



He is a firebrand politician and gifted speaker with a large and passionate following, particularly among young people and in the suburbs around the big cities, where many Muslim immigrant families live. Believing himself victorious in the election, Mr. Melenchon will not go quietly. "I intend to govern this country," he said last month.



Even those on the moderate left who are outraged by some of Mr. Melenchon's statements and views consider that the equivalency Mr. Macron draws between Ms. Le Pen's anti-immigrant party of quasi-fascist roots and France Unbowed is unjustifiable. If the National Rally, formerly the National Front, traces its roots to the collaborationist Vichy regime during World War II, the left has no such taint.



"I fear Melenchon will try to take the battle to the streets," said Thierry Dana, a former French ambassador to Japan who is now a business executive.



Mr. Macron, whose style of government has been highly centralized and top-down, to the point that he called the election without consulting his own prime minister, said the vote had constituted a call "for the invention of a new French political culture." He appealed to lawmakers to draw inspiration from "so many of our European neighbors" and show a sense of "conciliation and calm" as they seek to forge a coalition.



For a French president of the Fifth Republic, and particularly this president who has been largely dismissive of Parliament up to now, to say in effect that France should follow the example of Italy or Belgium as it adopts a more parliamentary culture was a measure of the upheaval Mr. Macron has engineered with his mysterious decision to call an election.



The tone of Mr. Macron's letter, far shorter than most of his speeches and statements, strained for a new humility. But it appeared to contain the seeds of possible drift and confrontation in that his interpretation of the election result is by no means universally, or even widely, shared.
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Maxine Singer, Guiding Force at the Birth of Biotechnology, Dies at 93



A leading biochemist, she helped shape guidelines to protect a revolutionary new field in the '70s while calming public fears of a spread of deadly lab-made microbes.




The biochemist Maxine F. Singer in 1989. In the 1970s, she saw both the promise and the hazards of a new process called gene splicing.




By Denise Gellene


Jul 10, 2024


Maxine F. Singer, a biochemist and federal health official who in the 1970s was instrumental in developing guidelines that protected the then-nascent field of biotechnology while calming fears that this new science would give way to the spread of deadly lab-produced microbes, died on Tuesday at her home in Washington, D.C. She was 93.



Carnegie Science, a nonprofit research center in Washington, 
announced
 her death, saying Dr. Singer, a former 14-year president of the institute, had been treated for chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and emphysema.



The cracking of the genetic code in the 1960s had paved the way for new discoveries that allowed scientists to insert DNA from toads, fruit flies and viruses into bacteria to create organisms that would never exist in nature, a process known as gene splicing.



The experiments allowed scientists to study genes in living cells. But some of the new organisms contained cancer-causing genes, and no one understood the new science well enough to know if the lab-made microbes were safe.



Although discussed among scientists, the concerns did not come into public view until Dr. Singer, an administrator at the National Institutes of Health, and a colleague sounded an alarm in a letter published in 1973 in the journal Science, which was closely followed by academics and the news media.



The letter, sent on behalf of scientists who had attended a genetics conference, noted that while gene splicing held great promise for human health, it also enabled the creation of organisms "with biological activity of an unpredictable nature."




Dr. Singer was president of the Carnegie Institution for Science in Washington from 1988 to 2002.




"Certain such hybrid molecules may prove hazardous to laboratory workers and the public," the letter continued. "Although no hazard has yet been established, prudence suggests the potential hazard should be seriously considered."



The letter called on the National Academies of Science, a nonprofit adviser to the federal government on science policy, to address the problem.



"The train of events was thus set in motion," Dr. Donald H. Fredrickson, who was then director of the N.I.H., wrote in a 1991 account of the gene-splicing controversy.



What ensued were five years of intense debate that would test the public's confidence in science -- a test that would be repeated in the decades to come as scientists learned to manipulate embryonic stem cells, clone whole organisms and edit genes.



Protests broke out in university towns, where residents and university employees saw themselves as guinea pigs in trials to assess the safety of the new technology. Sensational news accounts featured alarming graphics showing DNA double helixes ending in monster heads, evoking in some minds the epidemic imagined in the 1971 movie thriller "The Andromeda Strain." The New York Legislature voted to ban the technology, but Gov. Hugh L. Carey, concerned about academic freedom, vetoed the bill.



Responding to the letter in Science, the National Academies assembled a small advisory committee of scientific luminaries, including James D. Watson, who, with 
Francis H.C. Crick
, had discovered the double helix structure of DNA. The panel was led by 
Paul Berg
, a Stanford molecular biologist who would go on to receive the 1980 Nobel Prize in Chemistry for his discoveries in gene splicing.



The committee agreed to a voluntary moratorium, the first in the history of science, on all gene-splicing experiments involving antibiotic-resistant strains or cancer-causing viruses, until federal guidelines were developed. Much of the gene-splicing research in the United States and around the globe was funded by the N.I.H.



Seeking recommendations from the broader scientific community, Dr. Singer helped lead what has become known as the Asilomar Conference on Recombinant DNA, named after the conference center in Pacific Grove, Calif., where it was held in January 1973. The meeting, attended by 150 scientists from 12 countries, was contentious.



At one point, according to Dr. Fredrickson's account, Dr. Watson called for an abrupt end to the moratorium. "Maxine Singer was on her feet immediately to ask what had changed in the last six months to cause Watson to abandon the movement he helped launch," Dr. Frederickson wrote.



Dr. Singer later recalled the moment. "Our motivation was to allow the research to continue with a minimal chance of hazards," she told a 1997 symposium to mark the 20th anniversary of the guidelines. "Why not stop and wait awhile? Why was that so unacceptable?"



For much of the following year, Dr. Singer worked with N.I.H. colleagues and external advisers to mold the recommendations into federal guidelines. Issued in mid-1976, the guidelines established escalating levels of physical and biological containment, depending on the nature of the experiment. High-risk experiments were to be conducted in "hot zone"-type isolation rooms with separate ventilation and water systems. Researchers were limited to using only bacteria that could not survive outside the laboratory. And experiments with deadly pathogens were prohibited.



But the guidelines didn't end the debate. Plain-spoken, direct and confident -- sometimes, she admitted, to the point of arrogance -- Dr. Singer became a formidable advocate for allowing gene splicing to continue with regulations in place. She testified against a municipal ban in Cambridge, Mass.; debated a humanities professor at a public forum at the University of Michigan; and appeared before Congress, which from 1976 to 1978 proposed more than a dozen bills regulating gene splicing.



No bans were imposed, and the N.I.H. restrictions were gradually eased as scientists came to understand the technology. Today, gene splicing is routinely used in laboratory experiments and in creating research tools, biotechnology drugs and disease-resistant crops.




Dr. Singer in 2007 with students participating in a Saturday science program she had founded as president of the Carnegie Institution for Science. She was a strong advocate for science education.




For Dr. Singer, the gene-splicing controversy was a lesson in the need for science education, a cause she would go on to advance. She believed that a scientifically literate public was essential to scientific progress, a product of human curiosity to be encouraged, not feared.



"I've given talks where it was really important for me to say, 'Yes, I'm a nerd and I'm proud of it,'" she said in a 
2002 interview
 with The New York Times. "It's important for people to see this small, gray-haired Jewish grandma, that I'm one of them. I'm not some crazy person, and few of my colleagues are."



Maxine Frank was born in New York City on Feb. 15, 1931, to Henrietta and Hyman Singer. Her father was a lawyer, and her mother oversaw the household. Maxine attended public schools in Brooklyn, where, she later said, a "terrific" chemistry teacher at Midwood High School sparked her interest in science.



She went on to Swarthmore College, where she majored in chemistry, becoming good friends with five female students who also excelled in science. None of the men in her classes, Dr. Singer said, "were any better than these six women."




Dr. Singer majored in chemistry in college, where she befriended five young women who also excelled in science. None of the men in her classes, she said, "were any better than these six women."




"I tend to think that, if as an undergraduate, I had not been in that group, I might not have had the will and the ambition to keep going in science," she said in an interview with Magdolna Hargittai, an author and chemistry professor based in Hungary. 



Dr. Singer earned her bachelor's degree in 1952 and, along with four of her friends, received a National Science Foundation fellowship to support graduate studies. (The fifth friend went to medical school.) Of the 600 predoctoral fellowships awarded by the foundation that year, only 32 went to women.



Immediately after graduation, she married Daniel Singer, a Swarthmore classmate and political science major. He survives her along with their four children, Amy, David, Ellen and Stephanie, and their grandchildren.



Dr. Singer received her doctorate in biochemistry from Yale in 1957.



Though her dissertation was in protein chemistry, her faculty adviser suggested that she shift her postdoctoral studies to a new, more promising area: DNA and RNA, nucleic acids that hold the keys to understanding heredity, evolution and disease.



Following that advice, Dr. Singer accepted a fellowship at the 
National Institute of Arthritis, Metabolism and Digestive Diseases
, in Bethesda, Md. Working with Dr. Leon Heppel, one of the few scientists studying nucleic acid chemistry, Dr. Singer used enzymes to build a library of RNA strands composed of varying sequences of base chemicals, such as UUU, for a triplet of uracil. She shared her strands with 
Marshall W. Nirenberg
, an N.I.H. colleague, who used them to crack the genetic code, a discovery for which he shared the 
1968 Nobel Prize
 in Physiology or Medicine.



Though she rejected Dr. Nirenberg's offer to formally collaborate with him -- she valued her independence and did not want to be seen as "somebody who worked for Marshall," she said -- Dr. Singer counted her contributions to the Nobel Prize-winning research among her biggest scientific achievements.



"There weren't many people at the time who could have done that," she said, referring to her ability to make RNA, in an interview with the writer Elga Wasserman for her book "The Door in the Dream: Conversations With Eminent Women in Science" (2000). "So that was a big thing for me."



Dr. Singer was a research biochemist at the Bethesda institute for 17 years. She moved to the National Cancer Institute in 1975 as chief of its nucleic acid section and in 1980 was promoted to chief of the N.C.I.'s biochemistry laboratory, where she oversaw 15 research groups.




President George H.W. Bush awarded Dr. Singer the National Medal of Science, the nation's highest honor in the field, in 1991.




Dr. Singer was the eighth president of the Carnegie Institution for Science (now called Carnegie Science), serving from 1988 to 2002. She created a department of global ecology there and established science education programs for students and teachers. She was also a member of the National Academy of Sciences and a recipient of the National Medal of Science, the nation's highest honor in the field. She published more than 100 scientific papers and wrote several books with Dr. Berg.



An advocate for women in science, Dr. Singer called for policy changes that would allow women to balance family and work. She said she had experienced little gender bias at the N.I.H. -- she was comfortable enough to knit sweaters for her children at "journal club" meetings, during which colleagues discussed the latest research -- but noted that female scientist friends in academia struggled to compete with men for funding and tenure.



But she had few regrets about her career, she said. "I've lived through an extraordinary time in biology, and I've been part of it," she told a television interviewer in 1988, "and there hasn't been a day when I've wanted to do anything else."
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There may be no better place to see evidence of 
Britain's shift to cleaner energy
 than a sleek industrial complex on the Humber estuary outside Hull, a faded port city.



On a July morning, workers in a brightly lit building were preparing molds for fiberglass wind turbine blades longer than football fields. Outside on the docks, squat six-wheeled vehicles gingerly maneuvered a blade weighing 50 metric tons for loading onto a ship that would take it to Scotland for installation.



The factory, which is operated by Siemens Gamesa, a unit of the German company Siemens Energy, began producing the massive blades in 2016. It has since expanded to accommodate larger models.



The factory is a case study for how the new British government under Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer
, whose Labour Party delivered a decisive election victory last week, hopes to use investment in clean energy to bolster stagnant economic growth.



Andy Sykes, the manager of the factory, said that 500 million pounds, or about $630 million, had already been invested in the plant, which employs 1,300 people in an area that has struggled economically for decades. Another round of expansion is in the works.



The plant also serves as an anchor for green efforts in the region, one of Britain's major industrial areas, which is dominated by oil refineries and other polluters.




As Britain's new prime minister, Keir Starmer hopes to use investment in clean energy to strengthen a stagnant economy.




Mr. Sykes, though, said the British government would need to  attract the funding for port expansion and other efforts to keep the offshore wind industry growing. "There needs to be a commitment and a guarantee that there's a return on investment," he said.



The government is also facing concerns about the costs of the transition and its potential to hurt job growth in a region that depends on the energy industry for employment opportunities.



Executives in the clean energy industry like most of what they have heard from the Labour Party. Mr. Starmer, who took office on Friday, had made the rapid expansion of low carbon energy -- from wind to nuclear -- a key plank of his campaign to not only tackle climate change but to also bring in what could be tens of billions of pounds in investment.



Among his pledges: quadrupling Britain's offshore wind capacity, which is already second globally to China's, as part of an ambitious effort to eliminate emissions from electric power generation by 2030.



Mr. Starmer also wants to streamline Britain's agonizingly slow development planning process, sweeping away restrictions that prevent the building of land-based wind farms, for instance. Wind is already the largest source of power generation in Britain, accounting for about 30 percent of supplies over the last year, slightly more than natural gas.



And Mr. Starmer wants the government to have a bigger role in renewable energy.



The vision pleases both clean energy operators and environmentalists, who have chafed at what they perceive as a loss of momentum on climate goals under the former Prime Minister Rishi Sunak.



"Achieving that by 2030 or even getting close to that would be just an enormous step forward, far, far ahead of our major economy peers," said Chris Stark, a former chief executive of the Climate Change Committee, a government body that monitors Britain's plans to cut greenhouse gas emissions.




Wind turbine blades are stored in rows before being loaded onto ships to go to offshore wind farms. Wind is the largest source of power generation in Britain.





The base of the blades at the Siemens Gamesa factory.





A wind turbine blade is moved into place for shipping. The factory is making blades that are about 350 feet long.




Mr. Starmer is also taking a tough approach to old-line energy producers. He has said he would tighten an existing tax squeeze on oil and gas companies operating in the North Sea and stop issuing exploration licenses in the area, which, while in decline, is still a major source of both energy and jobs.



"The U.K. has, and I think continues to be, at the leading edge of the energy transition," said Roger Martella, the chief sustainability officer at GE Vernova, a maker of wind turbines and other energy-related machinery.



Labour has presented these proposals as an almost risk-free bonanza. The push will not only help stave off climate change, but also create some 650,000 jobs, the party forecasts.



The party says that more blades spinning in the safety of home waters would insulate Britain from the impact of international events, like the sharp rise in electricity and natural gas prices that occurred after Russia's invasion of Ukraine in 2022.



"Families and businesses will have lower bills for good," the party said in an election document.



Analysts warn, though, that Labour's proposals are unlikely to be cheap, and they come with other risks. For one thing, Labour is proposing a large effort to build green energy infrastructure in an economy that is more focused on sectors like finance. "The U.K. doesn't have almost any of the supply chain for developing wind or solar or, indeed, nuclear or anything else," said Dieter Helm, a professor of economic policy at the University of Oxford.



Such shortcomings have already been seen in 
the soaring costs plaguing Hinkley Point
, the first nuclear power station that Britain has tried to build in decades.



A rush to build renewable energy sources could push up costs, which might then be passed on to consumers. "If cost is no object, that's great," said David Reiner, who teaches energy policy at the Judge Business School at the University of Cambridge, adding that Labour's goals might be achievable with an increase in electric bills.




Investors need a commitment from the British government to keep the offshore wind industry growing, said Andy Sykes, the Siemens Gamesa plant manager.




The environment for building 
renewable energy projects
 has become much tougher since the coronavirus pandemic. According to industry estimates, the costs of developing an offshore wind farm -- large ones run to billions of dollars -- have risen 40 percent in recent years because of higher material and labor costs and interest rates.



An auction last year for government support produced no bids for offshore wind projects, and the industry said that the government's electric power pricing targets were unrealistically low. Industry executives said the results of a new auction, expected to be announced in September, would be seen as a bellwether for the future British market.



Finally, there are risks that moving fast to curtail oil and gas production could cost more jobs around the North Sea, especially in Scotland and northeast England, than the ones green energy would create.



James Reid, an analyst at the consulting firm Wood Mackenzie, forecast that production could fall 50 percent by the end of the decade if Labour's fiscal proposals cause "people to turn the investment taps off."



Highlighting the stakes: Around 200,000 North Sea energy jobs are linked to oil and gas, but just 34,000 are linked to renewables, estimated Paul de Leeuw, the director of the Energy Transition Institute at Robert Gordon University in Aberdeen, Britain's oil center. "It is scary and a real call to action," he said.



Mr. de Leeuw said that renewable energy could compensate for a lot of jobs expected to be lost in the oil industry, but the pace of building new projects needed to be much faster, "not an easy thing to do," he said.




Workers detailing and sanding a wind turbine part. The plant employs 1,300 people in an area that has struggled for decades.





The plant serves as an anchor for green efforts in the region, which is one of Britain's largest polluters.





A worker prepares a mold for a wind turbine blade. Siemens Gamesa has invested about $630 million in the plant and has more plans for expansion.




Oil workers are alarmed at the threat to their own jobs and skeptical about finding alternatives in renewable energy or elsewhere. Unite, one of the largest unions in Britain, and usually a key supporter of the Labour Party, has even organized small protests in Aberdeen against Mr. Starmer's planned curbs on the oil industry.



"The lads don't see any other option apart from the oil and gas industry," said Kyle Griffiths, a union official who cleans and paints oil tanks on an offshore platform.



To help stimulate investment, Mr. Starmer has promised to set up a government company called Great British Energy, with headquarters in Scotland, to fund new renewable initiatives like mounting turbines on floating platforms.



The 8.3 billion pounds that Mr. Starmer intends to put into the new company over five years is relatively small, but its impact could be multiplied through partnerships and loans.



"We've got lots of projects we could partner with them on," said Alistair Phillips-Davies, the chief executive of SSE, a utility based in Scotland that is one of Britain's largest green energy developers.



Britain may be a leader in offshore wind generating capacity, but it has fallen short in securing jobs that make the equipment, analysts said. Aside from the Hull factory, there is only one other comparable offshore wind site in Britain -- a blade factory and test center operated by Vestas, the Danish turbine maker, on the Isle of Wight.



"Unrivaled wind installation programs in the U.K. have mainly benefited producers in neighboring European countries, notably Germany and Denmark," Simone Gasperin and Joshua Emden wrote 
in a study that was recently
 published by the Institute for Public Policy Research.



While the Hull plant may be controlled by a foreign company and producing blades designed elsewhere, it is at least supporting relatively well-paid jobs in an area that could use them. When the company was staffing up a decade ago, it received 28,000 applications, Mr. Sykes said.




Offshore wind farms in East Anglia in 2020. Britain's offshore wind capacity is second globally to China's.
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U.S. and Allies Target Russian Bots Working to Spread Propaganda



Intelligence officials from three countries flagged a Russian influence campaign that used artificial intelligence to create nearly 1,000 fake accounts on the social media platform X.




The Federal Security Service building in Moscow. Officials with the U.S. Justice Department linked a covert influence operation to Russia's Federal Security Service and the RT television network.




By Steven Lee Myers and Julian E. Barnes


Jul 10, 2024


The Justice Department said on Tuesday that it had moved to disrupt a covert Russian influence operation that used artificial intelligence to spread propaganda in the United States, Europe and Israel with the goal of undermining support for Ukraine and stoking internal political divisions.



Working with the governments of Canada and the Netherlands, as well as officials at Elon Musk's social media platform, X, the department said it seized two internet domains in the United States and took down 968 inauthentic accounts that the Russian government created after its attack on Ukraine began in 2022.



In affidavits released with the announcement, officials with the Justice Department, the F.B.I. and the Pentagon's Cyber National Mission Force linked the effort to Russia's Federal Security Service and RT, the state television network that has channels in English and several other languages.



The disclosure of such a large, global network of bots confirmed widespread warnings that the popularization of rapidly developing A.I. tools would make 
it easier to produce and spread dubious content
. With A.I., information campaigns can be created in a matter of minutes -- the kind of work that in the months before the 2016 presidential election, for example, required an army of office workers.



The Russian network used an A.I.-enhanced software package to create scores of fictitious user profiles on X. It did so by registering the users with email accounts on two internet domains, mlrtr.com and otanmail.com. (OTAN, perhaps coincidentally, is the French acronym for the NATO alliance). The software could then generate posts for the accounts -- and even repost, like and comment on the posts of other bots in the network.



Both domains were based in the United States but controlled by Russian administrators, who used  the accounts to promote propaganda produced by the RT television network. In a statement, the F.B.I. director, Christopher A. Wray, called it "a generative AI-enhanced social media bot farm."



As with other legal action against Russians, the allegations are unlikely to lead to arrests, but officials made it clear that they hoped that exposing propaganda operations could help to disrupt them and blunt their impact.



The United States "will not tolerate Russian government actors and their agents deploying A.I. to sow disinformation and fuel division among Americans," Deputy Attorney General Lisa Monaco said in a statement.



The seizures came ahead of November's presidential election, which, officials have warned, is already 
a target of influence operations
 from Russia and other nations, including Iran.



In a separate briefing on Tuesday, officials with the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, the F.B.I. and the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency warned that Russia's efforts to sway public opinion in the United States about American support for Ukraine, using the bots, paralleled its ongoing efforts to influence the election in November.



The officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity to discuss intelligence assessments, said Russia was continuing its strategy from 2016 and 2020. Then, it favored the election of President Donald J. Trump.



Although the Russia operation detailed in the affidavits focused on X, formerly Twitter, officials in the United States, Canada and the Netherlands issued 
an advisory
 calling on other social media companies to identify fictitious accounts on their platforms "to reduce Russian malign foreign influence activity."



X's cooperation showed that the company is willing to work with federal authorities despite Mr. Musk's avowals to create a public square free of interference from the authorities.



The Justice Department said that X "voluntarily suspended the remaining bot accounts identified in the court documents for terms of service violations." The company declined to comment on its role in disrupting the Russian network.



The Justice Department said that the use of the domains violated the International Emergency Economic Powers Act, the law the Biden administration invoked to impose punitive economic penalties against Russia when its full-scale invasion of Ukraine began in February 2022. The department also said payments for the domains violated federal money laundering laws.



The campaign created fake users on X that seemed genuine, like Ricardo Abbott, supposedly a resident of Minneapolis who created an account in June 2023. One video posted by that account showed President Vladimir V. Putin of Russia claiming that parts of Ukraine, Poland and Lithuania were "gifts" granted to those countries by the Soviet Union during World War II.



Another bot used the name Sue Williamson, and claimed to be a resident of Gresham, presumably the city outside Portland, Ore. Her account bio included an obscenity and the phrase, "Think for yourself."



The accounts focused on several countries besides the United States, including Poland, Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, Ukraine and Israel, the officials said.



RT, which the State Department describes as 
a critical player
 in the Kremlin's disinformation and propaganda apparatus, has been blocked in the European Union, Canada and other countries, while social media companies have also labeled or otherwise restricted its spread on their platforms.



Even so, it has repeatedly sought new ways to sidestep those restrictions and reach global audiences. A 
report
 last month found that thousands of the network's articles had spread online using fake websites with names, like Man Stuff News, intended to disguise the origin of the content.



The Justice Department's announcements charged that the network's deputy editor in chief worked with an officer of the Russian Federal Security Service to organize the operation. It did not name the editor, but the network's website identifies the person holding that position as Anna Belkina. RT did not immediately respond to a request for comment.



A senior NATO official said that coordinated government responses to Russian information operations -- the United States, Canada and the Netherlands are all members of the alliance -- were intended to show Mr. Putin "that we know what's happening."



Bret Schafer, a senior fellow at German Marshall Fund, a research organization that reported in May on the fake websites spreading RT content, said that the Russians remain persistent.



"While today's announcement is obviously good news and shows that the government and private sector are still cooperating to combat foreign malign influence," he said, "we should look at this in much the same way that we look at drug seizures at the U.S. border -- for every influence campaign they catch, there are likely many, many more that have evaded detection."



Lara Jakes
 and 
Kate Conger
 contributed reporting
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A Red-Carpet Star Is Born



Cole Escola is dressing the part of fashion plate after achieving a new level of fame with the play "Oh, Mary!"








By Christopher Barnard


Jul 10, 2024


Cole Escola, the actor and playwright, stood before a mirror at a pastel-colored studio in Manhattan's garment district, holding a spray of white satin flowers in one hand.



"The calla lilies are in bloom again," Escola said, quoting a 
Katharine Hepburn
 line from the film "Stage Door." The actor delivered it in Ms. Hepburn's signature 
mid-Atlantic accent
.



It was the last day of June -- the day of the 
New York City Pride March
 -- and Escola was at the studio of Jackson Wiederhoeft, the designer of the brand Wiederhoeft, for a fitting before a red-carpet appearance: the Broadway premiere of "
Oh, Mary!
," a comedic play written by and starring Escola, on Thursday.



In the show, Escola plays a fictionalized version of the former first lady Mary Todd Lincoln, portraying her as an alcoholic and an aspiring cabaret performer desperate to flee the White House and her husband. After it premiered Off Broadway in February, "Oh, Mary!" received a groundswell of 
raves
 from 
critics
, generating 
buzz
 loud enough for it to twice extend its Off Broadway run before being 
brought to Broadway
 this summer.



The play's glowing reception has made Escola an overnight sensation, 17 years after taking up acting. Previously, the actor had been known for YouTube skits and supporting roles on TV shows like "Search Party" and "At Home With Amy Sedaris."



Escola's newfound stardom has meant adjusting to certain trappings of fame, like being invited to late-night talk shows, awards shows and red-carpet events -- and receiving the wardrobe scrutiny that comes with such public appearances.



"I feel like a bride," said Escola, 37, who arrived at the Wiederhoeft studio wearing jeans, a T-shirt with a self-drawn graphic of Liza Minnelli and a red 
Willie Norris
 bag slung over one shoulder. "I'm having a fitting for my Broadway debut."



"What a way to spend Pride," added Escola, who identifies as queer.



To navigate the exposure, the actor for the first time has started working with a stylist: David Moses, 30, a former designer at 
Vaquera
 and other brands, who now runs a vintage and antique clothing business called Winning & Losing. Escola approached Mr. Moses this spring, not long after having been thrust into the upper echelon of the fashion world by attending the 
Met Gala
 for the first time.



Escola recalled the surprise of being invited to the gala after Anna Wintour, the Vogue editor in chief and the party's mastermind, saw "Oh, Mary!" Off Broadway with her daughter, Bee Carrozzini, a theater producer.



"I don't belong," Escola recalled worrying after receiving the invitation. The actor grew up mostly in Clatskanie, Ore., a small town near the Washington border. "There are some rules I'm not going to know."



After Escola told Vogue that a style inspiration for the gala was Miss Havisham from "Great Expectations," the actor immediately regretted having made the suggestion.



"I thought, 'Oh no,'" Escola said. "They are going to think, 'Why does this stupid queen think they are going to wear a Halloween costume?'"



But Vogue staff members instead connected Escola with the designer Thom Browne, who dressed the actor in a white 
skirt suit and veiled hat
 -- a look Escola described as 
Miss-Havisham
-meets-
Little-Debbie
, with a dash of 
Pippi Longstocking
.




Escola attended the Met Gala for the first time this year in a Thom Browne look that the actor described as Miss-Havisham-meets-Little-Debbie, with a dash of Pippi Longstocking.




"I am most inspired by individuality and confidence," Mr. Browne said. "Cole is a true individual."



Mr. Moses, who was a fan of Escola's YouTube skits, was drawn to working with the actor for similar reasons. "I've always approached fashion with an element of humor," he said. "Otherwise, it's stale and boring."



Mr. Moses's first styling job with Escola was 
for an appearance on "The Tonight Show
" in early June. He dressed the actor in an antique clown costume.



"Anybody can pull a Dior look," Mr. Moses said, referring to the types of high-fashion labels typically sought after by celebrity stylists. "But not everyone can get an antique clown costume." (Plus: "Pagliacci," the opera involving the relationships between a clown, his wife and her lover, was an inspiration for "Oh, Mary!")



For the Drama Desk Awards last month, Mr. Moses put Escola in an archival blouse and skirt by 
Miguel Adrover
, a Spanish designer whose fame crested in the early 2000s. With it, Escola wore an antique locket containing a photo of Mrs. Lincoln. For the "Las Culturistas" podcast's Culture Awards, also in June, Mr. Moses dressed Escola in a corseted soccer jersey by 
Timothy Gibbons
, a young Irish designer.




Soon after the Met Gala, Escola started working with the stylist David Moses, who dressed the actor in an antique clown suit for an appearance on "The Tonight Show" in June. 




Many of the looks Escola and Mr. Moses come up with are developed by the actor giving the stylist prompts that sound like descriptions of characters that Escola likes to play in skits: "French wife of a C.E.O. coming for a facility visit," for instance, or "Actress that is giving a news conference to deny she is having an affair with a politician."



Escola has a penchant for ladylike jackets, pearls and other prim attire, a taste that the actor said was partially influenced by "maternal figures I looked up to" as a child, like Kanga, from the Winnie-the-Pooh stories, and Mrs. Potts, from "Beauty and the Beast."



Wiederhoeft, a brand known for its archly feminine clothes, was at the top of Escola's list of labels to wear to the Broadway premiere of "Oh, Mary!" The goal that night, Mr. Moses said, is for the actor to have a red-carpet moment on par with Escola's Met Gala debut.



"The Met was one of the first times Cole wore something that was truly a work of art," he said, referring to Escola's white Thom Browne ensemble. "This is continuing that conversation."




A gold lame ball gown emerged as a top contender during the Wiederhoeft fitting.




Indeed, Mr. Wiederhoeft started his namesake label after working for three years at Thom Browne. Like Mr. Moses, Mr. Wiederhoeft, whose brand is a finalist for this year's CFDA/Vogue Fashion Fund Award, said he was drawn to working with Escola because of the actor's sense of humor.



Among the options prepared for Escola at the Wiederhoeft studio was a plumed white minidress from the brand's fall 2024 collection. Mr. Moses arranged its feathers as Escola considered the dress.



"I think we need a pop of color, don't you?" the actor said in a 
Miranda Priestly-esque
 inflection before reclining dramatically on a white settee.



A gold column gown made of embroidered fabric resembling snakeskin elicited oohs and ahhs. Escola pictured the dress on 
Bertha Russell
 -- the new-money, pedigree-obsessed matriarch played by Carrie Coon on HBO's "The Gilded Age" -- or on a Titanic passenger.



"I would be first on the life raft," Escola added. "Let's let that be the guiding principle."




Escola develops many outfits with Mr. Moses by giving the stylist prompts that sound like descriptions of characters the actor likes to play in skits: "Actress that is giving a news conference to deny she is having an affair with a politician," for instance.




After being tied into a gold lame ball gown, Escola seemed to have found a top contender. "I feel like dollar-store Barbie," the actor said. "Like when you want Disney Barbie, but your mom gets you the other one." Escola compared trying on the gown to 
a scene in the fashion documentary
 "Catwalk," when the designer John Galliano directs a young Kate Moss to show off a hoop skirt from his spring 1994 collection.



Later, Escola acknowledged the toll taken by the many appearances, rehearsals and performances that have happened since the actor began working on the Off Broadway production of "Oh, Mary!" in late January.



"I couldn't be more tired," Escola said with a noticeable rasp.



But the actor was well aware that fatigue is a price paid to be in vogue.



"It feels nice to be the belle of the ball," Escola said. "I am taking it in while it lasts. Then my turn will be over and I'll go to the back of the line again and hope that I get another turn."
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The New Home of the L.A. Clippers Is a Hot Ticket for Art



Seven artists with local connections, including Glenn Kaino and Charles Gaines, were commissioned to create pieces for the Intuit Dome, bridging sports and culture.








By Robin Pogrebin


Jul 10, 2024


When the $2 billion home of the Los Angeles Clippers, 
Intuit Dome
, opens next month with a concert by Bruno Mars, visitors to the 18,000-seat arena will not only be greeted by 
an enormous double-sided LED scoreboard
, an outdoor community basketball court and food choices ranging from vegan cauliflower wraps to dulce de leche churros.



They will also encounter about $11 million worth of ambitious, immense and site-specific artworks that have been commissioned from seven artists with Los Angeles connections.



Sculpture, murals and digital art installations by artists including Refik Anadol, Jennifer Steinkamp, Charles Gaines and Glenn Kaino will be on view throughout the campus of the privately funded new home of the N.B.A.'s Clippers.



The artists involved said they liked the idea of reaching people outside a conventional context. "l believe art should be for anyone and anywhere," said Anadol, whose A.I.-driven digital artwork, "Living Arena," is displayed on an LED screen 40 feet tall by 70 feet wide. "Museums and galleries are so last century. I don't think there are any more borders."




The entire surface of the Intuit Dome serves as the backdrop for Jennifer Steinkamp's digital artwork "Swoosh."




The Intuit Dome is the latest sports arena or stadium to embrace art with its hot dogs and beer, a move intended in part to make the spaces more appealing as rental venues when the resident teams aren't playing. SoFi Stadium, also in Inglewood, which is home to the N.F.L.'s Los Angeles Rams and Los Angeles Chargers, last year presented 
a pair of exhibitions
 focused on African-American art and history. Other 
stadiums
 that prominently feature art include AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas, where the Dallas Cowboys and 
Anish Kapoor's "Sky Mirror
" reside, and Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta, home to the Atlanta Falcons and a more than 
73,000-pound avian sculpture by Gabor Miklos Szoke
 called "Rise Up."



The Clippers say the art program -- which includes another 40-plus pieces, budgeted at an additional approximately $3 million -- represents an effort to connect with Los Angeles and support the city's artists.



"We talked extensively with the community about what really mattered to them, and public art was something that we really wanted to have more of," said Gillian Zucker, the chief executive of Halo Sports and Entertainment, the Clippers' parent company, on a recent walk through the stadium.



"This is a global opportunity to really showcase artists," she added. "That's a big part of the spirit of this building -- looking at the community around us."



The Los Angeles art world has welcomed the effort. "Some of the most moving experiences people have with art are when they don't expect to see it," said 
Johanna Burton
, the director of the Museum of Contemporary Art. "When you run into art in the world, there is a different kind of reaction that's possible."




Kaino's sculpture evokes a clipper ship with a basketball theme, its sails made of backboards and hoops.




The commissioning process was led by Ruth Berson, an art consultant who had previously served as the deputy director of curatorial affairs at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art. There was no competition. Instead, with the help of an advisory group of curators, art historians and community members, Berson and the Clippers organization sought out artists that she said had a connection to Los Angeles by birth, education or residency; who "were at the top of their game"; and who knew how to scale, knowing that "these pieces would be enormous."



Berson added that they wanted artists "who were really involved with the civic life of a place and who understood about community and knew that the audience for this would not necessarily be, you know, the art cognoscenti," she said. "Inglewood is a place that has lots and lots of artist studios but doesn't have a museum. So there was just some opportunity here to bring something that we didn't already have."



The artists were shown a 3-D model of the Intuit Dome and its plaza and encouraged to identify a site where they would want to create a work. They then proposed initial ideas, which were meant to "express the sense of community, creativity, and joy," Berson said, adding that the commissioned art will remain in place for at least 25 years.



(Negotiations with Kehinde Wiley for a commission never came to fruition because of significant delays over two years, unrelated to 
recent allegations
 of sexual harassment against the artist, according to a spokesman for the Intuit Dome.)



Greeting visitors at the main entrance to Intuit Dome is the sculpture "Sails" by Glenn Kaino. His piece -- made of concrete, stainless steel and wood -- evokes a clipper ship with a basketball theme, its sails made of backboards and hoops. In research he did for the piece, Kaino said he looked at photographs of backboards all over the world where "people were playing the sport however they could."



"I was inspired by the idea that basketball is such a wind behind cultural sails," Kaino added. "I thought about honoring the global connectivity of basketball and also the delightful ingenuity that people have in their determination to play."



The entire surface of the Intuit Dome, designed by 
AECOM
 and inspired by the form of a basketball net as the ball passes through it, serves as the backdrop for Jennifer Steinkamp's digital artwork "Swoosh." Five distinct animations, playing on different nights, weave around the structure's geometric panels, alluding to natural forces like wind and gravity.



"It's intriguing to make this building feel emotional," Steinkamp said. "We're pushing the limit here by animating the entire surface. When the Clippers win a game, the building becomes excited."




Anadol's piece, "Living Arena," presents a continually changing narrative in four chapters, including one that highlights images from the state's national parks.




Bordering the Intuit Dome's plaza, behind the campus's outdoor community basketball court, is the artwork by Anadol, a media artist who has helped pioneer the aesthetics of data and machine intelligence.



For the dome, Anadol's piece, created with artificial intelligence algorithms, presents a continually changing data narrative in four chapters: "Urban Dreams," featuring flight information from nearby LAX and other airports; "Nature Dreams," displaying live weather data from Inglewood including wind direction, temperature and humidity; "Culture Dreams," showcasing player tracking data from historic Clippers games; and "California Landscape," highlighting images from the state's national parks.



"I hope it is inspiring for society to think and look and meditate," Anadol said.



Across the plaza from Anadol's screen, Patrick Martinez created a glowing neon sculpture, "Same Boat,"
 
that is about nine feet square and reproduces a statement by the civil rights leader Whitney M. Young: "We may have all come on different ships but we're in the same boat now."




Patrick Martinez said his sign was inspired by Los Angeles storefronts.




Martinez said his sign was inspired by Los Angeles storefronts -- laundromats, pawn shops, notaries. "They were like messages speaking to the passer-by," he said. "I like the idea of building a bridge to the person who doesn't typically go to a museum or the person who doesn't typically go to see sports."



On a wall adjacent to Martinez's sculpture, Kyungmi Shin -- who works frequently in large-scale photo collage -- contributed a glass mosaic "Spring to Life
" 
measuring 22.75 feet by 7.5 feet, with stainless steel tracery that outlines the silhouettes of basketball players -- including Jerry West, 
who died last month
, the Hall of Fame guard for the Los Angeles Lakers whose 
profile graces the N.B.A.'s logo
. The mosaic also depicts Centinela Springs, the South Los Angeles water source that once supported the Tongva people.



"I just wanted to address the positive aspect of basketball and engage with the site," Shin said.



Gaines -- himself a tennis and soccer fan -- is still working on the concept for his commission, which will occupy a large wall at the entrance to the arena. He said he liked the idea of having art that is integral to the architecture, such as the Gateway Arch in St. Louis by Eero Saarinen or Tom Bradley International Terminal in Los Angeles, which features a monumental Mark Bradford sculpture.



"It gives that site a very particular fingerprint," Gaines said, adding that, while his work is still being designed, "it will be a reflection on an important part of Inglewood's history and/or culture."




Michael Massenburg's mural features basketball, tennis, and soccer players as well as singers, musicians and dancers set in locations ranging from Inglewood's Fox Theater to Chinatown.




Last, "Cultural Playground," a Michael Massenburg mural installed on three exterior walls of the Dome's Team Store building, features basketball, tennis and soccer players as well as singers, musicians, and dancers set in locations ranging from Inglewood's Fox Theater to Chinatown.



Berson said Massenburg's piece reflects "what the Dome is intended to do, which is to be "a place for joy, a place for play, a place for the community to interact."



Massenburg said he is pleased that his piece, "will be the first visual people will see as they drive down the street."



"It gets people to look," he added, "and say, 'What's that on the wall?'"
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Biden Announces Tariffs on Chinese Metals Routed Through Mexico



The measure aims to close a loophole that officials said allowed metals made partly in China to come into the United States duty free.




A steel facility in San Luis Potosi, Mexico. The Biden administration announced steps on Wednesday to impose tariffs on Chinese steel routed through Mexico.




By Ana Swanson


Jul 10, 2024


The Biden administration took steps on Wednesday to prevent China from circumventing American tariffs on Chinese steel and aluminum by routing those imports through Mexico.



The administration said it would impose tariffs on imports of Mexican metals that are partially made in China. American officials said the move would close a trade loophole that has allowed cheap, state-subsidized Chinese metals to circumvent existing U.S. tariffs.



The United States will now impose a 25 percent tariff on Mexican steel that is melted or poured outside of North America before being turned into a finished product. Previously, that steel would have entered the country duty free.



Mexican aluminum coming into the United States will face a tariff of 10 percent if it contains metal that has been smelted or cast in China, Belarus, Iran or Russia, said Lael Brainard, the director of the White House's National Economic Council.



Mexico, which recently increased its own tariffs on steel and aluminum from certain countries, will require importers to provide more information about where their steel products come from, the announcement said. The changes will take effect immediately.



Officials in the Biden administration said the United States wanted to protect American factories that produce steel and aluminum, including those that have recently received new investments from government funds.



"Chinese steel and aluminum entering the U.S. market through Mexico evades tariffs, undermines our investments, and harms American workers in states like Pennsylvania and Ohio," Ms. Brainard said.



"When China's export surges harm our markets, whether directly or via other countries, we will act," she added.



Administration officials said that 3.8 million tons of steel came into the United States through Mexico last year, and that overall steel imports from Mexico had been on the rise. About 13 percent of Mexican steel imports into the United States last year were melted or poured outside of North America, according to the White House.



Kevin Dempsey, the president of the American Iron and Steel Institute, which represents metal makers, welcomed the action, and called for vigorous enforcement of the rule.



"We urge the U.S. government to continue to press for additional actions to address the many schemes by steel traders to circumvent and evade U.S. trade laws," he said.



Michael Stumo, the chief executive of the Coalition for a Prosperous America, which represents domestic manufacturers, said the tariffs didn't go far enough to address rising imports of metals from Mexico, which the countries 
had agreed to limit
 as part of a 2019 deal.



"Today's announcement shows that White House foreign policy bureaucrats that negotiated this deal care more about Mexico than about American workers," Mr. Stumo said.



Biden administration officials said they had worked closely with the Mexican government on the measure, and that they had been clear with Chinese officials both publicly and privately about their concerns about unfair Chinese trade practices. In visits to China earlier this year, Treasury Secretary 
Janet L. Yellen
 and Secretary of State 
Antony J. Blinken
 had raised the issue of industrial overcapacity with the Chinese government.



In May, the Biden administration 
tripled tariffs
 on Chinese steel that is imported directly into the United States. But the measure was mostly symbolic, given that the United States has long had high tariffs on Chinese metals, largely blocking direct imports.



In a speech on Wednesday, Jay Shambaugh, Treasury's under secretary for international affairs, warned about the risk that China's excess industrial capacity poses to the global economy by distorting markets and undercutting fair competition.



"In today's interconnected economy, such overcapacity
 
can also lead to the concentration of supply chains in ways that ultimately reduce economic resilience," Mr. Shambaugh said in remarks at the Council on Foreign Relations. "While periodic surpluses can occur within natural business cycles, we are concerned about structural overcapacity, which stems from persistent patterns of overinvestment and is facilitated by extensive state support."



Mr. Shambaugh argued that China has been employing the same strategy that it did with steel in overproducing and exporting cheap green energy technology products and semiconductors. He pointed out that China's "government guidance funds" dwarf the federal money being invested through the U.S. CHIPS & Science Act and that it was propping up firms that would otherwise be going out of business.



"Addressing these challenges may warrant our taking defensive action to protect our firms and workers -- and the traditional tool kit of trade actions may not be sufficient," Mr. Shambaugh added. "More creative approaches may be necessary to mitigate the impacts of China's overcapacity."



China produces roughly half of the world's steel, consuming much of it domestically but exporting the rest. The Chinese property sector, which is a major consumer of steel, has been struggling with a downturn in recent years, though the Chinese auto sector, another major consumer, has seen its global exports surge.



The United States will separately continue discussions with Mexico about more general surges in imports of steel from the country, officials said. American steel companies and autoworkers complained that an increase in steel imports from Mexico have put their factories at risk.
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Amazon Says It Reached a Climate Goal Seven Years Early



The company said it effectively got all of the electricity it used last year from sources that did not produce greenhouse gas emissions. Some experts have faulted the company's calculations.




An Amazon-owned data center in Ashburn, Va. Data centers run by tech firms are expected to be one of the leading sources of growth in electricity demand for years to come.




By Ivan Penn and Eli Tan


Jul 10, 2024


Amazon announced on Wednesday that effectively all of the electricity its operations used last year came from sources that did not produce greenhouse gas emissions. But some experts have criticized the method the company uses to make that determination as being too lenient.



In its announcement, Amazon said it had reached its goal of 100 percent clean energy seven years ahead of schedule. The company said it invested billions of dollars in more than 500 solar and wind projects to achieve its target. The energy generated by those projects is equivalent to the electricity consumed by the company's data centers, corporate buildings, grocery stores and fulfillment centers in 27 countries.



But because the solar and wind farms do not all directly power Amazon's operations -- most of that energy is sent to electricity grids that serve many businesses and homes -- some critics say that the company's calculations can create a misleading impression of its effect on the climate.



The clean energy projects Amazon has invested in can produce enough electricity to power the equivalent of 7.6 million U.S. homes, the company said. Amazon aims to reach net-zero carbon emissions from all of its operations, including its delivery vans, planes and other means of transportation, by 2040.



"We're really excited about, obviously, the goal that we set five years ago and reaching it seven years early," said Kara Hurst, vice president of worldwide sustainability at Amazon. "That's quite an achievement for us."



Amazon and other tech companies have said for years that they aim to eliminate the planet-warming effect of their operations. But those promises have been called into question recently by the industry's decisions to invest heavily in artificial intelligence, which consumes vast amounts of electricity through its use of 
data centers
.



Environmentalists worry that a surge in electricity demand from data centers, electric cars and heat pumps could lead electric utilities to rely more heavily on natural gas power plants because they won't be able to build clean energy sources, transmission lines and other infrastructure fast enough.



A large data center can use as much energy as the amount produced by a small power plant serving roughly 100,000 homes.



Tech companies say they are working to increase their use of renewable energy to account for the energy demands of artificial intelligence. Google said last month that it had entered into 
an agreement
 with Berkshire Hathaway's utility in Nevada to power its data centers there with geothermal power. The tech giant said in its latest 
environmental report
 that its greenhouse gas emissions grew 13 percent in 2023 over the previous year with the increased demands of A.I.



Google's agreement with Berkshire Hathaway and investments by Microsoft, Amazon and other companies in new renewable energy projects will be needed to reduce the world's reliance on natural gas and other fossil fuels, experts said.



"That is real steel in the ground," said Leah Stokes, an associate professor of environmental politics at the University of California, Santa Barbara. "If you actually want to be a part of the clean energy transition, put your money where your mouth is."



Other energy experts say that despite making big investments in renewables, some companies like Amazon have not been transparent enough about how they are calculating and reporting their use of clean energy.




Amazon said it invested billions of dollars in more than 500 solar and wind projects to support operations like its data centers, corporate buildings, grocery stores and fulfillment centers in 27 countries.




Amazon received a 
"B" grade
 from the CDP, a nonprofit group that operates a global disclosure system for investors, companies, cities, states and regions to manage their environmental impact. Google and Microsoft received "A" grades and were commended for their commitment to clean energy and for being transparent about how they were working to achieve their climate goals.



"A company needs to actually outline, what are the sources that you are accounting for in that calculation?" said Simon Fischweicher, director of supply chain and reporter services at CDP.



Responding to the CDP rating, Ms. Hurst said Amazon has been focused on being accurate in its reporting and has increasingly worked to make more information public.



"I think every single year we are growing and learning and providing more data and being more transparent," Ms. Hurst said. "At a company our size and scale, collecting more data is challenging at times."



The company said it achieved its 100 percent clean electricity goal by building new solar and wind farms, installing solar panels on the roofs of some of its buildings, operating facilities on electric grids that already use a lot of renewable energy and utilizing credits produced from the use of carbon-free energy.



No company connected to an electric grid can know for sure that it uses only clean energy if any of the power plants on the grid burn fossil fuels. Companies can try to target their use when resources like solar or wind power provide much or most of the electricity on the grid at certain times of day, like at midday or at night.



As a result, to achieve 100 percent clean energy -- at least on paper -- companies often buy what are known as renewable energy certificates, or RECs, from a solar or wind farm owner. By buying enough credits to match or exceed the energy its operations use, a company could make the claim that its business is powered entirely by clean energy.



"That's what we do, buy RECs for projects that are not yet operational," Ms. Hurst said.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/10/business/energy-environment/amazon-clean-energy-climate-change.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Jury Finds Archegos Founder Bill Hwang Guilty of Fraud and Racketeering



The 2021 collapse of Archegos Capital Management led to some $10 billion in losses for some Wall Street banks. He could spend the rest of his life in prison.




The sudden collapse in 2021 of Archegos Capital Management caused steep losses for the banks that had facilitated his firm's trading.




By Matthew Goldstein


Jul 10, 2024


A jury in federal court in Manhattan on Wednesday found the investor Bill Hwang
 
guilty on charges arising from the 
collapse of Archegos Capital Management
, which led to roughly $10 billion in losses for a handful of big Wall Street banks.



The 12-person jury deliberated for nearly two days after a two-month trial that featured testimony from 21 prosecution witnesses. Two key witnesses were former employees of Archegos, which Mr. Hwang had set up in 2013 as a giant family office that traded like a hedge fund but without much regulatory oversight.



In all, Mr. Hwang, 60, was charged with 11 counts of 
securities fraud,
 wire fraud, conspiracy, racketeering and market manipulation. The jury found him guilty on 10 of those charges and found him not guilty on one of the seven counts of market manipulation.



Mr. Hwang, who was seated and wearing a dark suit when the foreperson read the verdict, could spend the rest of his life in a federal prison.



Damian Williams, the U.S. attorney for the Southern District of New York, whose office brought the case, was in the courtroom for the reading of the verdict.



The jury also convicted Patrick Halligan, the former chief financial officer of Archegos, on all three counts against him: conspiracy, securities fraud and wire fraud.



Federal prosecutors argued that Mr. Hwang and some of his employees had misled the banks about the big positions that Archegos amassed in about a dozen stocks. They did so, prosecutors said, by relying on sophisticated derivatives and loans provided by those Wall Street institutions.



The sudden collapse in 2021 of Archegos -- which managed $36 billion in Mr. Hwang's family money -- wiped out most of his personal fortune in addition to causing the steep losses for the banks that had facilitated his firm's trading.



The impact of Archegos's failure on the stock market was limited, but several banks suffered losses. Credit Suisse, which UBS has since taken over, lost $5.5 billion. UBS itself lost about $861 million from lending to Archegos. Last summer, UBS agreed to pay nearly $400 million to regulators in the United States and Britain because of Credit Suisse's risk failures in the Archegos affair. Nomura and Morgan Stanley were among the banks that incurred losses.



The trial painted Mr. Hwang as something of a freewheeling and reckless trader. Prosecutors claimed he had engaged in a "pump and brag scheme" -- a strategy intended to substantially increase the firm's stock holdings by misrepresenting Mr. Hwang as an extremely wealthy person.



After the verdict, Mr. Williams said in a statement that both men had "lied about Archegos's positions in these companies and just about every other materially important metric investment banks would use in determining the firm's creditworthiness."



He added that lies to the banks enabled Mr. Hwang and Mr. Halligan to "fraudulently inflate a $1.5 billion portfolio into a $36 billion portfolio."



Mr. Hwang's defense team argued that prosecutors were seeking to criminalize high-risk and aggressive trading and noted that Mr. Hwang had not sought to "cash out" of his stock positions.



Barry Berke, a lawyer for Mr. Hwang, had no immediate comment on the verdict.



Mary Mulligan, a lawyer for Mr. Halligan, said, "We intend to appeal and believe our client will be exonerated."



The high-profile white collar trial also revealed how Wall Street banks were more than eager to lend him billions of dollars in return for hefty fees.



Tyler Gellasch, president of Healthy Markets Association, an investor-focused nonprofit, said the case "makes it clear that banks need to know who has large positions so they can manage their risks."



The trial was also closely followed by some in the Christian community. The Grace and Mercy Foundation, a charitable organization founded by Mr. Hwang, has sponsored Bible readings and religious book sales and 
given tens of millions
 of dollars to Christian organizations.



On some days before the jury entered the courtroom, Mr. Hwang could be seen standing and reading silently from a religious book.



The publication 
Christianity Today
 has periodically covered the trial, which has focused almost exclusively on the world of finance. It's unclear what the future holds for Grace and Mercy.



Both Mr. Hwang, whose legal name is Sung Kook Hwang, and Mr. Halligan chose not to testify. Their defense strategy was to aggressively cross-examine prosecution witnesses, particularly two former Archegos employees who pleaded guilty and cooperated with the authorities. Mr. Hwang called just two witnesses of his own.



The trial's judge, Alvin K. Hellerstein, set sentencing for both men for Oct. 28.
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Samsung Union Workers Launch Indefinite Strike



The tech giant's largest union escalated its dispute with management after failing to reach an agreement over pay and working policies.



By Jin Yu Young and John Liu


Jul 10, 2024


Unionized workers at Samsung Electronics said Wednesday they would go on an indefinite strike, an escalation of a rare labor dispute that could disrupt the technology giant's world-leading chip business.



An estimated 6,500 workers walked off the job on Monday for a planned three-day strike over pay and working conditions. The Nationwide Samsung Electronics Union decided to extend the strike after "hearing no word" from the company, according to Lee Hyun Kuk, the vice president of the union, which represents 28,000 workers, or a fifth of the Samsung's global work force.



Samsung, South Korea's biggest private employer, has long been the world's largest maker of memory chips, which help computers and other electronics equipment store information. The company is also a leading manufacturer of logic chips, which make computers run, behind only Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company.



The union said it has been negotiating with Samsung since January over vacation days and wages. 



"As the strike goes on, the management's blood will dry out and they will eventually come to the negotiating table on their knees," the union said in a statement.



The union said its work stoppage this week has slowed some Samsung operations and production. A Samsung representative said the strike has not affected production and it would work to avoid disruptions in the future. The company remained "committed to engaging in good faith negotiations with the union," the representative said.



Because of the "high level of automation in the factories and the low actual need for manual labor," the impact of the strike was expected to be minimal, said Avril Wu, a senior research vice president at TrendForce, a market research firm.



"Our research team has consulted with buyers and sellers in the memory market, and neither side is particularly concerned about this issue now," she said.



In June, Samsung workers went on a 
one-day strike
, the first in the company's history.



Union workers are demanding a wage increase by 3.5 percent, improved bonus policies and an extra day of vacation. The union also wants Samsung to agree to compensate workers for any lost wages during the strike.



While in recent years union workers have said that they received bonuses of as much as 30 percent, last year they got nothing. The average member earned about 80 million won last year, or around $60,000, before incentives, they said.



"We won't go back until all of the demands are met," Mr. Lee said.



Last week, Samsung said that it would report a larger-than-expected jump in operating profit for the second quarter, of $7.5 billion. The company's stock has recently set a series of multiyear highs as demand for chips to power A.I. applications has soared.



For decades, Samsung was known for its aversion to organized labor, and unions have organized workers at the company only in the past several years.



Labor strikes in South Korea are not uncommon. Since February, over 
10,000 doctors
 walked off the job in protest of government plans to increase the number of admitted medical students. Last spring, thousands of construction workers rallied over discontent with the country's labor policies.
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U.A.W. Monitor Reveals Details About Investigation Into Union Leader



A court-appointed monitor said he was looking into allegations that a union official was punished for resisting actions that would have benefited the union president's partner and her sister.




Shawn Fain, the president of the United Automobile Workers union, is being investigated by a federal monitor.




By Noam Scheiber


Jul 10, 2024


A court-appointed monitor disclosed on Monday that he was investigating accusations that the president of the United Automobile Workers union retaliated against a vice president for resisting actions that would have benefited the president's domestic partner and her sister.



The monitor made the disclosure in a court filing seeking access to internal union documents as part of an investigation that began in February into potential financial misconduct.



Since then, the monitor and the union have clashed over how much access the monitor should have to union documents, and the pace at which the union has produced them. In Monday's filing, the monitor, Neil Barofsky, sought an order granting him extensive access.



The union declined to comment.



The monitor was appointed as part of a 2021 consent decree that ended a federal corruption case against the union. It concerned 11 top officials who were convicted of felonies, including two former U.A.W. presidents.



The U.A.W.'s current president, Shawn Fain, was an obscure union official before winning the top job in March 2023 on a platform of reforming the union, getting tough with large U.S. automakers and organizing nonunion companies.



Under Mr. Fain, the union waged a set of six-week-long strikes last year that won members substantial wage and benefit increases. The union then capitalized on the momentum of the strike by unionizing a Volkswagen plant in Chattanooga, Tenn., this April -- the first foreign-owned plant in the South to be unionized -- before 
losing another high-profile election
 in May at two Mercedes plants in Alabama.



Mr. Barofsky's investigation initially looked into accusations involving Mr. Fain and the union's second-ranking official, its secretary-treasurer Margaret Mock.



A union official accused Ms. Mock of denying legitimate requests for money by members of the union's board. After the board voted to rein in her authority, Ms. Mock accused Mr. Fain of retaliating for her refusal to authorize inappropriate spending.



Mr. Barofsky's investigation has since expanded to include accusations that a regional director embezzled union funds, and the accusation involving Mr. Fain and his partner.



According to Monday's filing, Mr. Fain stripped a vice president of his authority to oversee the union's Stellantis department in late May, citing "dereliction of duty." After that, the monitor received complaints from other union officials that Mr. Fain had taken the action in retaliation for the vice president's refusal to go along with actions that would have benefited Mr. Fain's partner and her sister.



Much of the back and forth between the union and the monitor has focused on access to internal documents. Mr. Barofsky says the union has produced only a tiny fraction of the documents he requested by early April, more than a month into the investigation.



Thereafter, Mr. Barofsky proposed that the union expedite the process by searching its records for key terms and handing over any document that contained them. The union argued that the terms would require it to hand over more than 200,000 documents. The monitor then revised the terms in such a way that they would produce about 116,00 documents, of which he said the union has produced only about 70,000.



In a filing of its own last week, the union argued that Mr. Barofksy had made "a massively broad electronic search request that necessarily encompasses a significant amount of documents that are irrelevant to the investigation."



The union added that the search terms pulled in "the most highly sensitive privileged and collective bargaining strategy documents that the union holds" even when they had no bearing on the accusations.



The back and forth over the documents is not the first point of contention between the union and the monitor. Late last year, after the U.A.W. released a statement calling for a cease-fire in Gaza, Mr. Barofsky called Mr. Fain to discuss the union's statement in a personal capacity, according to a letter subsequently sent to Mr. Barofsky by a lawyer for the union.



In the letter, Benjamin Dictor, the union lawyer, said that Mr. Barofsky's call to Mr. Fain "on an issue so blatantly outside of the monitor's jurisdiction was inappropriate as your office holds disproportionate power over the U.A.W."



A spokesperson for Mr. Barofsky said: "This false account is offensive and an obvious attempt to distract attention from the most recent report. We have adhered to standard norms of a monitorship in referring complaints to union leadership."
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CBS News President to Step Down



Ingrid Ciprian-Matthews, who ascended to the role last year, will be a senior adviser on coverage through the presidential election.




The CBS President Ingrid Ciprian-Matthews at the 2023 CPJ International Press Freedom Awards in November.




By John Koblin


Jul 10, 2024


Ingrid Ciprian-Matthews, the CBS News president, announced on Wednesday that she would step down from her role in the next few weeks and would move into a senior adviser role through the presidential election.



In a memo to employees, Ms. Ciprian-Matthews suggested she was leaving the position before the network's parent, Paramount Global, began widespread job cuts.



"We all know our industry and company are going through a transformation and a number of short- and long-term decisions need to be made," she said. "I do not want to be disingenuous with any of you about who should drive these decisions."



Ms. Ciprian-Matthews will leave the company after the election.



Earlier this week, Paramount Global announced it would merge with Skydance, a long-awaited move for Paramount, which has been in dire financial straits as the traditional cable bundle continues to unravel. The new leadership team that will take over Paramount after the deal closes -- which is not expected until some time next year -- has announced that it wants to find $2 billion in cost savings.



The interim team in charge of Paramount until the merger closes said they were looking to make an immediate $500 million in cuts. Those cuts, which will include widespread layoffs, are expected to begin later this summer.



Ms. Ciprian-Matthews began in her role last year, though she has spent more than three decades at CBS News. Wendy McMahon, the chief executive of CBS News, Stations and CBS Media Ventures, told employees on Wednesday that Ms. Ciprian-Matthews would be the "senior editorial adviser guiding our political coverage through the election."



Ms. McMahon did not announce a new president, but said "we will share more updates soon."



The role of the broadcast news president has diminished in recent years, with newsroom leaders often reporting to more business-minded executives.
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CNN Cuts 100 Jobs, and Announces Plan for Digital Subscription Product



The network's C.E.O., Mark Thompson, has promised a more robust digital strategy as people flee traditional cable packages.




Signs are put up ahead of the presidential debate last month in Atlanta. CNN.com's "first subscription product" is expected to debut later this year.




By John Koblin


Jul 10, 2024


CNN's top leader announced 100 job cuts on Wednesday as well as a digital strategy that would include a new subscription-only digital offering by the end of the year.



The company is laying off around 100 people, or about 3 percent of its work force. The layoffs would come "across the company," Mark Thompson, the network's chairman, said in a memo to employees. CNN last had 
significant layoffs
 in late 2022.



Mr. Thompson announced the job cuts as the company began to unveil steps for a digital plan that he said would help the network "regain a leadership position in the news experiences of the future."



Mr. Thompson, the former chief executive of The New York Times and a senior leader at the BBC, has been in charge of CNN since October 2023. He has promised a more robust digital strategy as people flee traditional cable packages in favor of streaming entertainment.



CNN's ratings have plummeted over the last two years, more so than those of its primary competitors, Fox News and MSNBC. Additionally, CNN's parent, Warner Bros. Discovery, has an enormous debt load, and its share price has fallen sharply this year.



CNN got a recent shot in the arm when it organized and broadcast the first presidential debate in late June, an event that continued to set off alarm bells within the Democratic Party about the future of President Biden's campaign. CNN made the debate available for other outlets to broadcast, and it drew more than 50 million viewers overall. About 9.5 million of those watched on CNN.



As part of the announcement on Wednesday, Mr. Thompson said CNN.com's "first subscription product" would debut later this year. He also said the company would create "a growing stable of 'news you can use' offerings" in lifestyle coverage. Additionally, he said the company would make a push into artificial intelligence.



Mr. Thompson laid out a reorganization that would include merging three separate newsrooms (U.S. news gathering, international news gathering and digital news) under one leader, Virginia Moseley. And on the prime-time television front, he has directed deputies to "increase audience competitiveness and also keep a close eye on production costs."



"Turning a great news organization toward the future is not a one-day affair," Mr. Thompson wrote in a memo to employees. "It happens in stages and over time. Today's announcements do not answer every question or seek to solve every challenge we face. However, they do represent a significant step forward."
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Guest Essay



Iran's Gen Z Is Still Waiting for the Revolution








By Holly Dagres


Jul 10, 2024


A young Iranian woman wore baggy jeans, a backpack slung over one shoulder and a black mask, presumably to protect her identity. Allowing her auburn hair to flow freely in contravention of the Islamic Republic's mandatory hijab rules, she 
proceeded to spray-paint
 in Persian on a wall in the holy city of Mashhad, "Khamenei you're next."



Her stark warning for Iran's Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei came in May just one day after the death of 
President Ebrahim Raisi
 in a helicopter crash. And while undeniably dangerous, the act of defiance, recorded on video in Mr. Raisi's hometown and widely circulated on social media, isn't out of the ordinary these days in Iran, where a generation of youth is deeply disillusioned with the status quo and wants the geriatric clerical establishment ruling Iran gone.



Young Iranians' discontent played a critical role in the recent elections to replace Mr. Raisi, when a majority of the nation rejected the nezam -- the system -- and boycotted the polls. According to Iran's official count, just 
40 percent
 of registered voters participated in the first round of voting on June 28, the lowest turnout in the Islamic Republic's 45-year history. That number went up in last week's runoff to 
about 50 percent
, though some suspect real turnout may be even 
lower
. Elections in Iran are neither free nor fair, and 
videos
 from across the country 
showed
 empty polling stations. In the end, the so-called reformist Masoud Pezeshkian won over the hard-liner Saeed Jalili.



For millions of Iranians, there was no acceptable choice: Both candidates were approved by the Guardian Council, a 12-member vetting body, six of whom are handpicked by Mr. Khamenei. But the breadth of the boycott appears to have put the regime on the back foot. The supreme leader took 
longer than usual
 to 
deliver
 his customary message congratulating the people of Iran for voting. The fact that so many groups -- 
dissidents
, 
activists
, bereaved 
families
 of slain protesters among them -- joined in this act of civil disobedience signaled to the regime and to the world that they don't want an Islamic republic.



The bleak turnout wasn't unexpected. Soon after the election was announced, the 
hashtags
 
#NoWayI'llVote
 and 
#ElectionCircus
 began circulating on X along with calls to sit out the vote. According to a 
survey
 conducted by the Group for Analyzing and Measuring Attitudes in Iran in June, of those Iranians who said they planned not to vote or were undecided, nearly 70 percent cited their "opposition to the overall system of the Islamic Republic" as their reason. Before the second round of voting on July 5, another hashtag, 
#TreacherousMinority
, popped up criticizing those who planned to cast their ballots for Mr. Pezeshkian, who opposes the violence that has become synonymous with mandatory hijab enforcement and advocates closer ties to the West. Some equated the act of getting your index finger 
dipped
 in ink after voting with 
sticking
 a finger in protesters' blood.



Many of those who said they 
planned
 to boycott the vote on social media belonged to Nasleh Zed, or Gen Z, a phrase that has only recently entered the Persian lexicon though about 60 percent of Iran's nearly 90 million people 
are under 30
. They are largely 
the first
 in Iran to grow up with illegal satellite dishes and censored internet reached through VPNs, giving them a window onto the free world. As they came of age with the 
same
 needs and wants as youth everywhere, Gen Z Iranians watched successive presidents vow to improve their lives as things only got worse, triggering a wave of mass protests and brutal crackdowns.



The violent state backlash reached its nadir during Aban Khoonin, or Bloody November, in 2019, when security forces 
reportedly
 killed 1,500 protesters, including children, under the darkness of a total internet 
shutdown
. The fact that this state-sponsored violence transpired on the watch of President Hassan Rouhani, a moderate politician who had promised change through an improved economy and better relations with the West through a nuclear deal, confirmed for many that it didn't matter who was in power in Iran under the current system; authoritarianism reigned supreme. Three years later, thousands of young Iranians braved bullets and batons on the 
front line
s of the 2022 Women, Life, Freedom uprising, a monthslong anti-establishment protest that posed the greatest internal threat to the clerical establishment in its decades of rule.



As this tech-savvy generation circumvents blocks to scroll through their social media feeds, they plainly see how aghazadehs, or children of the elites, are living their best lives on 
Instagram
, driving the latest-model 
Maseratis
, eating steak wrapped in 
gold leaf
 and doused in caviar, and continuing to benefit from nepotism, systemic corruption and the 
black market
 economy. This, while the average Iranian -- living in a resource-rich country that funnels the people's money to proxies like Hamas and Hezbollah -- is struggling to pay the bills with high inflation. Thirty 
percent
 of Iranians now live under the poverty line.



"Young Iranians see no bright future for themselves, as the situation keeps getting worse and worse," said Roya Piraei, a 26-year-old woman who now lives in Britain, having left Iran after her 
mother
 was shot and killed by security forces during the 2022 uprising. The current system, Ms. Piraei told me, "cannot meet the needs of the people."



Many members of Gen Z blame their parents and grandparents for ushering in an Islamic republic after the revolution that overthrew the shah in 1979 and continuing to accept the current situation, hoping for incremental reform. They don't see the difference, as some of the older generation do, between "principalist" politicians, known as hard-liners in the West, and "reformists" like Mr. Pezeshkian. 
Various
 
memes
 of pink nooses festooned in flowers and morality police wearing pink bows made the point that the reformist camp offers a version of the clerical establishment that is friendlier on the surface only. To them, these men are all "
footmen
" of Mr. Khamenei, the ultimate decision maker on domestic and foreign policies.



To the Iranians who voted for 
Mr. Pezeshkian,
 the incoming president offers hope of some reprieve from the hard-line government of Mr. Raisi and the country's dire economic situation. During his campaign, Mr. Pezeshkian, who in contrast to his predecessor weaves English phrases into conversation, vowed to "
stand against
" the morality police and online censorship rules, and called for "
constructive relations
" with the West by returning Iran to the nuclear negotiating table.



Mr. Pezeshkian, a 69-year-old cardiac surgeon and member of parliament, has surrounded himself with advisers from the Rouhani era, including the former foreign minister Mohammad Javad Zarif, who helped secure the Iran nuclear deal, and the former information and communications technology minister Mohammad-Javad Azari Jahromi. The latter, who played a key role in the November 2019 internet shutdown, tried to sound hip on X by using English slang to 
call on
 Nasleh Zed to support Mr. Pezeshkian after the election. A user 
replied
, "Vaghan eww" ("Really eww").



Even if the president-elect is able to deliver on his agenda -- which would happen only with the blessing of the supreme leader -- he is unlikely to satisfy those Iranians who already see the Islamic Republic as irredeemable. This is especially true of Nasleh Zed, who will not easily forget the faces of those 
killed
 and 
brutalized
 by the state over the years.



To them, as long as an octogenarian cleric and his allies continue to rule over their country, Iran can't be free.



Holly Dagres is an Iranian American who spent her formative years in Iran. She is a nonresident senior fellow in the Atlantic Council's Middle East program and the curator of The Iranist Substack.



Source images by Christine Spengler/Sygma via Getty Images and Vahid Salemi/Associated Press.
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James Carville: Biden Won't Win. Democrats Need a Plan. Here's One.








By James Carville


Jul 08, 2024


Mark my words: Joe Biden is going to be out of the 2024 presidential race. Whether he is ready to admit it or not. His pleas on Monday 
to congressional Democrats for support
 will not unite the party behind him. Mr. Biden says he's staying in the race, but it's only a matter of time before Democratic pressure and public and private polling lead him to exit the race. The jig is up, and the sooner Mr. Biden and Democratic leaders accept this, the better. We need to move forward.



But it can't be by anointing Vice President Kamala Harris or anyone else as the presumptive Democratic nominee. We've got to do it out in the open -- the exact opposite of what Donald Trump wants us to do.



For the first time in his life, Mr. Trump is praying. To win the White House and increase his chances of avoiding an orange jumpsuit, he needs Democrats to make the wrong moves in the coming days -- namely, to appear to rig the nomination for a fading president or the sitting vice president or some other heir apparent. He needs to be able to type ALL CAPS posts about power brokers and big donors putting the fix in. He needs, in other words, for Democrats to blow it.



We're not going to do that.



We're going to nominate a new ticket in a highly democratic and novel way, not in the backrooms of Washington, D.C., or Chicago.



We're at the stage where we need constructive ideas for how to move forward. Representative Jim Clyburn and the Times Opinion columnist Ezra Klein 
have spoken about
 a Democratic "mini-primary," and I want to build on that.



I want to see the Democratic Party hold four historic town halls between now and the Democratic National Convention in August -- one each in the South, the Northeast, the Midwest and the West. We can recruit the two most obvious and qualified people in the world to facilitate substantive discussions: Barack Obama and Bill Clinton. They may not represent every faction under our party's big tent. But they care as much about our democracy as our nation's first president, they understand what it takes to be president, and they know how to win.



Town halls -- high-stakes job interviews for the toughest job in the world -- would surely attract television and cable partners and generate record numbers of viewers. Think the Super Bowl with Taylor Swift in the stands. The young, the old and everyone in between will tune in to see history being made in real time.



How will potential nominees be chosen to participate in the town halls? There is no answer here that will satisfy everyone, but hard choices must be made given the tight timetable, and I think leaning on the input of former presidents makes good sense. So I would advise Presidents 42 and 44 to select eight leading contenders out of the pool of those who choose to run, with Ms. Harris most definitely getting a well-earned invite.



I believe the vice president would be a formidable opponent to Mr. Trump. She has spent the last four years crisscrossing the country and the globe, serving the American people. She has a hell of a story -- one that more people should know. She stood up for ordinary Americans against big banks. She locked up sex predators. You want the prosecutor or you want the criminal? Not the worst question to put to the American public this November.



Maybe Presidents 42 and 44 can make the candidate selection even more democratic by consulting the nation's 23 Democratic governors in the town hall selection process. Governors deal in the practical, not the theoretical. But I'm not a details guy. I say we leave it up to 42 and 44.



To be clear, we have a lot more than eight Democrats who could beat the pants off Mr. Trump. But if we don't limit the town halls to a manageable number of people we'll get sound bites, not substance.



Town halls will give Americans a fresh look at Ms. Harris and introduce them to our deep bench of smart, dynamic, tested leaders. In addition, Democratic delegates will get to further grill and stress-test these leaders in public and private meetings before a formal vote of all the delegates at the Democratic convention.



A word about those delegates: I trust them to reach a majority decision at the convention after a public and substantive process like this one, and you should, too. Sure, we've got some folks on the fringes, God love 'em. But the overwhelming majority of Democratic delegates are pragmatic patriots. They work hard and care deeply about their communities and our country. They come from small towns and big cities and everywhere in between.



I'm not worried about our delegates. They're in it to win it.



I'm not worried about our talent. We have a staggeringly talented new generation of leaders.



I'm not worried about the money. Americans will be fired up by this open process, and many are already fired up to beat Mr. Trump.



I'm not worried about time. We have excitement and momentum on our side.



And our opponent? The one born with a platinum spoon but no moral compass? The pathological liar? The convicted felon? The predator found liable for sexual abuse? The wannabe dictator? The Putin lickspittle?



I'm not worried about him, either.



It's been an agonizing time for those of us who think President Biden more than earned a second term but isn't going to win one. But now we've got to move on.



Although my friend Rahm Emanuel usually gets credit, I've heard more often that it's Winston Churchill who is said to have advised, "never let a good crisis go to waste." A super democratic process -- the opposite of what Mr. Trump and his MAGA minions would do -- is how we're going to honor that wisdom in our own "will democracy prevail?" moment.



James Carville is a veteran of Democratic presidential campaigns, including Bill Clinton's in 1992, and a consultant to American Bridge, a Democratic super PAC.
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Nicholas Kristof



President Biden, Voters Want Change




Crowds at Place de la Republique in Paris on July 7, when parliamentary election results were announced.




By Nicholas Kristof


Jul 11, 2024


There's a dollop of good news for Democrats from the British and French elections, but it's bad news for President Biden.



The basic lesson is that liberals can win elections but perhaps not as incumbents. The election results abroad strike me as one more reason for Biden to perform the ultimate act of statesmanship and 
withdraw from the presidential race
.



The U.K. elections on July 4 resulted in a landslide for the Labour Party, ending the Conservative Party's 14 years in power. Keir Starmer, the new Labour prime minister, achieved this result in part by moving to the center and even criticizing the Conservatives for being too lax on immigration. He projected quiet competence, promising in his 
first speech
 as Britain's leader to end "the era of noisy performance."



But mostly, British voters supported Labour simply because they're sick of Conservatives mucking up the government. The two main reasons voters backed Labour, according to 
one poll
, were "to get the Tories out" and "the country needs a change." A mere 5 percent said they backed Labour candidates because they "agree with their policies."



British voters were unhappy with Conservatives for some of the same reasons many Americans are unhappy with Biden. Prices are too high. Inequality is too great. 
Immigration seems unchecked
. Officeholders are perceived as out of touch and beholden to elites. This sourness toward incumbents is seen throughout the industrialized world, from Canada to the Netherlands and Japan.



Frustration with incumbents was also a theme in the French election, where President Emmanuel Macron made a bet similar to the one that Biden is making -- that voters would come to their senses and support him over his rivals. Macron 
basically lost that bet
, although the final result wasn't as catastrophic as it might have been.



After the far-right party of Marine Le Pen led in elections for the European Parliament in June, Macron rolled the dice and called national elections. The second round of those elections on Sunday led to a three-way split in which a leftist coalition came in first, Macron's centrist alliance came in second (apparently losing its ability to govern) and Le Pen's grouping came in third. Macron may now be stalemated in an era of divided government, but at least right-wing nationalists are not anointing their own prime minister.



A lesson from France, as from Britain, is that voters are very willing to support candidates from the left but are eager to smack incumbents.



Yet there's another lesson for American Democrats: Shaping electoral choices can be a very successful tactic to mitigate the damage. In France, the far right ended up performing poorly because candidates from the rest of the political spectrum treated the election as a national emergency: Leftists and centrists 
cooperated
 to push some of their own candidates out of races and concentrate the anti-rightist vote. This was painful, but strategic withdrawals by certain candidates prevented the rise to power of a right-wing extremist.



Hmm. President Biden, your thoughts?



Analogies with Europe are imperfect. But I hope Biden appreciates the headwind he faces as an incumbent at a time when electorates are grumpy -- now compounded by doubts about his mental acuity.



Polling is uncertain, and November is a ways away. But for now Democrats appear on course to lose the presidential election to a felon who was 
ranked
 by scholars this year as the worst president in American history. Biden at the top of the ticket may also increase the possibility that the G.O.P. will win Congress and many state and local races -- conservatives already control the Supreme Court -- so that Donald Trump would face few constraints. "Donald Trump is on track I think to win this election and maybe win it by a landslide and take with him the Senate and the House," Senator Michael Bennet, a Democrat from Colorado, 
warned
 on CNN.



Perhaps Biden might recover his political footing, but I suspect it's more likely that he'll face a steady drip-drip of troubles. That's partly because of biases that lead us to highlight information that buttresses pre-existing narratives.



Gerald Ford, for example, was one of the 
most athletic
 and graceful of presidents, but he took one tumble and the story took hold (quite unfairly!) that he was a klutz. From then on, every time he slipped, tripped or fell -- even while skiing -- a clip of it made television news and confirmed the narrative. And because cameras are always on the president, slips on camera are inevitable.



Likewise, fair or not, Biden is under a microscope: Every time he misspeaks or has a senior moment, voters will see clips of it, amplifying the discussion of whether he is infirm. And that's without another disastrous episode like the presidential debate last month; if something like that happens again, God help the Democrats.



If Biden is right about the stakes this fall, doesn't it make sense to do what the French did and juggle candidates to reduce the risk of a cataclysm? Vice President Kamala Harris sometimes polls better than Biden against Trump, and my guess is that someone like Gov. Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan (perhaps paired with Senator Cory Booker of New Jersey) would do even better in November because she could run as an outsider against the Washington establishment.



It's bizarre to see a billionaire septuagenarian ex-president campaign against elites, against the establishment and against a rival for being too old. It would be a fine thing to see Whitmer and Booker direct that line of attack against Trump himself -- and raise necessary questions about Trump's mental and physical fitness. We should also be talking about Trump's acuity, but that's not a topic Biden can raise.



The Brexit vote in Britain in the summer of 2016 foreshadowed the populist anger that would elect Trump that fall, and I worry that the European elections this summer are an omen of a Trump victory this November, too. So I hope the Biden family wrestles with this reality: The best evidence we have suggests that Trump is a weak candidate, but Biden is an even weaker one and thus risks the precise catastrophe he most fears.



The Times is committed to publishing 
a diversity of letters
 to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some 
tips
. And here's our email: 
letters@nytimes.com
.



Follow The New York Times Opinion section on 
Facebook
, 
Instagram
, 
TikTok
, 
WhatsApp
, 
X
 and 
Threads
.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/10/opinion/biden-france-uk-elections.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Guest Essay



George Clooney: I Love Joe Biden. But We Need a New Nominee.




President Biden at a fund-raiser in Los Angeles in June.




By George Clooney


Jul 10, 2024


I'm a lifelong Democrat; I make no apologies for that. I'm proud of what my party represents and what it stands for. As part of my participation in the democratic process and in support of my chosen candidate, I have led some of the biggest fund-raisers in my party's history. Barack Obama in 
2012
. Hillary Clinton in 
2016
. Joe Biden in 
2020
. Last month I co-hosted the 
single largest fund-raiser
 supporting any Democratic candidate ever, for President Biden's re-election. I say all of this only to express how much I believe in this process and how profound I think this moment is.



I love Joe Biden. As a senator. As a vice president and as president. I consider him a friend, and I believe in him. Believe in his character. Believe in his morals. In the last four years, he's won many of the battles he's faced.



But the one battle he cannot win is the fight against time. None of us can. It's devastating to say it, but the Joe Biden I was with three weeks ago at the fund-raiser was not the Joe "
big F-ing deal
" Biden of 2010. He wasn't even the Joe Biden of 2020. He was the same man we all witnessed at the debate.



Was he tired? Yes. A cold? Maybe. But our party leaders need to stop telling us that 51 million people didn't see what we just saw. We're all so terrified by the prospect of a second Trump term that we've opted to ignore every warning sign. The George Stephanopoulos interview only reinforced what we saw the week before. As Democrats, we collectively hold our breath or turn down the volume whenever we see the president, whom we respect, walk off Air Force One or walk back to a mic to answer an unscripted question.



Is it fair to point these things out? It has to be. This is about age. Nothing more. But also nothing that can be reversed. We are not going to win in November with this president. On top of that, we won't win the House, and we're going to lose the Senate. This isn't only my opinion; this is the opinion of every senator and Congress member and governor who I've spoken with in private. Every single one, irrespective of what he or she is saying publicly.



We love to talk about how the Republican Party has ceded all power, and all of the traits that made it so formidable with Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush, to a single person who seeks to hold on to the presidency, and yet most of our members of Congress are opting to wait and see if the dam breaks. But the dam has broken. We can put our heads in the sand and pray for a miracle in November, or we can speak the truth.



It is disingenuous, at best, to argue that Democrats have already spoken with their vote and therefore the nomination is settled and done, when we just received new and upsetting information. We all think Republicans should abandon their nominee now that he's been convicted of 34 felonies. That's new and upsetting information as well. Top Democrats -- Chuck Schumer, Hakeem Jeffries, Nancy Pelosi -- and senators, representatives and other candidates who face losing in November need to ask this president to voluntarily step aside.



All of the scary stories that we're being told about what would happen next are simply not true. In all likelihood, the money in the Biden-Harris coffers could go to help elect the presidential ticket and other Democrats. The new nominee wouldn't be left off ballots in Ohio. We Democrats have a very exciting bench. We don't anoint leaders or fall sway to a cult of personality; we vote for a president. We can easily foresee a group of several strong Democrats stepping forward to stand and tell us why they're best qualified to lead this country and take on some of the deeply concerning trends we're seeing from the revenge tour that Donald Trump calls a presidential campaign.



Let's hear from Wes Moore and Kamala Harris and Gretchen Whitmer and Gavin Newsom and Andy Beshear and J.B. Pritzker and others. Let's agree that the candidates not attack one another but, in the short time we have, focus on what will make this country soar. Then we could go into the Democratic convention next month and figure it out.



Would it be messy? Yes. Democracy is messy. But would it enliven our party and wake up voters who, long before the June debate, had already checked out? It sure would. The short ramp to Election Day would be a benefit for us, not a danger. It would give us the chance to showcase the future without so much opposition research and negative campaigning that comes with these ridiculously long and expensive election seasons. This can be an exciting time for democracy, as we've just seen with the 200 or so French candidates who stepped aside and put their personal ambitions on hold to save their democracy from the far right.



Joe Biden is a hero; he saved democracy in 2020. We need him to do it again in 2024.



George Clooney is an actor, director and film producer.



The Times is committed to publishing 
a diversity of letters
 to the editor. We'd like to hear what you think about this or any of our articles. Here are some 
tips
. And here's our email: 
letters@nytimes.com
.



Follow the New York Times Opinion section on 
Facebook
, 
Instagram
, 
TikTok
, 
WhatsApp
, 
X
 and 
Threads
.
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letters



Should Democrats Press Biden to Step Aside?


Jul 10, 2024







To the Editor:



Re "
The Democratic Party Must Speak the Plain Truth to the President
" (editorial, July 10):



Democrats cannot have it both ways. They cannot cast themselves as the party that speaks truth to power (confronting the mendaciousness of Donald Trump and MAGA) and avoid speaking uncomfortable truths in their own Democratic family. As The Times has stated, the whisper campaign to confront President Biden's denial of his diminished state has failed.



Time is short. Every day that passes without Democrats formulating a new plan to defeat Donald Trump decreases their chances of success. As you suggest, the Senate majority leader, Chuck Schumer, the House minority leader, Hakeem Jeffries, and the former speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi, must lead the Democrats out of what in some quarters is becoming a shared delusion -- that Mr. Biden has a path forward.



They must speak boldly: President Biden can indeed be part of the plan to defend democracy from Donald Trump, but to do so he must step aside and pass the torch.



Bruce Kirby
Rockville, Md.



To the Editor:



I am frustrated by the recent New York Times headlines, and especially the editorials, calling for President Biden to step down as a candidate. Donald Trump is the one who should step down. Give that message strong coverage in editorials and headlines.



Your warnings about Mr. Trump are buried in recent articles about Mr. Biden. There is absolutely 
no
 equivalency. Mr. Trump never makes sense, lies over and over again, and is going to destroy this country should he be elected. Listen to your own columnist, 
David Brooks, who after interviewing Steve Bannon
 said we all should be scared of another Trump presidency.



Your drumbeat against Mr. Biden is not helping. You are not being balanced.



Susan Kelly
Ann Arbor, Mich.



To the Editor:



When President Biden said in his interview with George Stephanopoulos that he would remain in
 
the race until the Lord Almighty told him to stop, it reminded me of the parable about a sailor whose boat had a shipwreck.



The sailor was the only survivor, and he asked God to save him. Soon a ship came by and offered to take him aboard, but he refused, saying that he was waiting for God to save him. Later, another ship came by and the sailor told the captain the same thing. After some time he began to lose his faith and he died.



When he arrived in heaven the sailor asked God, "Why did you not answer my prayers?" God replied, "I sent two boats to pick you up but you refused their help." I don't know how many messages Mr. Biden needs to hear from the Lord, but I think God is trying to speak to him and he isn't listening.



Michael Allen
Tucson, Ariz.



To the Editor:



I disagree strongly with your assessment of President Biden's fitness for office. There seems to be some evidence that the president may be experiencing the onset of Parkinson's syndrome. As a physician I know that individuals with Parkinson's may have slowed, halting or tremulous verbal expression and general movement without a trace of dementia. The way Mr. Biden appears in interviews, debates and speeches need not be an indication of his cognitive ability at all.



Colleagues who have worked closely with the president report that his mind remains sharp, that his questions are incisive and that his conclusions are closely reasoned, taking into account a complex range of factors. I am fully confident that Mr. Biden would step aside if he were not cognitively able to handle the responsibilities of his office.



My advice to your editorial team is this: Back off! You are underestimating and undermining the president and his Democratic supporters at the very moment he and they need you on the bandwagon.



Thomas Vosburgh
Albuquerque



To the Editor:



Regarding your discussion about Joe Biden stepping down: We, the people, need to make it happen by flooding our senators and representatives with our opinions. My two daughters will not vote in this election if Joe runs. Democratic leaders need to hear this from us.



That would be the most democratic way to make sure Joe hears this and not think it's only pundits speaking. And the editorial board should tell its readers that they need to speak up.



Tim Bigelow
Onset, Mass.



To the Editor:



Hey, Democrats! It's been two weeks since Joe Biden's poor debate performance. He still controls the delegates, he insists on staying in the race, and there is no way to force him out. So that's that. It's time to refocus on the chaotic dangers of Donald Trump. Move on.



And New York Times, that goes for you, too.



Phil Fisher
Madeira, Ohio



The Debate Over Sex Testing at the Olympics








To the Editor:



Re "
The Troubling History of Olympics Sex Testing
," by Michael Waters (Opinion guest essay, June 23):



The author argues that "all athletes should have a realistic path to participation in their lived gender category," in part because male-born athletes competing against women do not have physical advantages and because biological sex exists on a "spectrum."



But consider this. The 20-fold boost in testosterone that occurs during male puberty creates a significant, and lasting, athletic advantage for individuals born male. According to the Independent Women's Forum's 
Competition Report
, studies indicate that post-pubescent males can jump 25 percent higher than females, throw 25 percent further than females, run 11 percent faster than females, and accelerate 20 percent faster than females.



And while a small subset of individuals are born with differences in sex development (often labeled "intersex"), sex itself is binary, and these instances do not create additional sexes.



Sex verification will be in full force at the Paris Olympics only because women's sports exist. A free-for-all is certainly possible, but we know which sex would lose opportunities that have been long denied and hard-earned.



May Mailman
Cleveland
The writer is the director of the Independent Women's Law Center.



To the Editor:



Here's the dilemma: On the one hand we have an evolving definition of gender that is fluid rather than binary, and I agree with the author that this fuzziness better fits the reality of human variation.



But on the other hand, the binary and thus arbitrary division of competitive sports separating out women provides a huge benefit to the vast majority of humans who identify as girls and women and have been born into bodies that produce less testosterone and whatever else goes into creating bodies that are on average smaller, slower and less strong than the average "male" body.



So my view is that we must acknowledge the huge difficulty and inevitable unfairness that comes with efforts to draw a "you're in, you're out" line, but we must also acknowledge that without such lines there can be no such thing as competitive women's sports, and that would be a harm, I think, to society as a whole. So rather than be critical, I sympathize with the ruling organizations that have no choice but to grapple with this thankless and impossible to get exactly right job.



Barry Wasserman
Grass Valley, Calif.
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news analysis



Forces on Both Left and Right Battle for Europe's Political Soul



A coarsening of public discourse and contempt for mainstream parties have politicians on both sides denouncing what they say are extreme positions by their opponents, analysts say.




Celebrating France's election results in Paris on Sunday. The leftist coalition won the most seats in the lower chamber of Parliament, but analysts fear political gridlock. 




By Andrew Higgins


Jul 10, 2024


Primed to celebrate victory but left explaining why his party finished third, the leader of France's hard-right National Rally blamed 
Sunday's surprise election
 result on the "caricature" of his party as extremist. That "disinformation," he said, handed victory to "formations of the extreme left."



The speech to glum supporters on election night by Jordan Bardella, leader of the nationalist party formerly known as the National Front, captured a Europe-wide trend: intense political polarization in which each side denounces the other as "extremist."



Europe is far from what the British historian Eric Hobsbawm termed the "age of extremes" in the 20th century, when the continent succumbed to the twin extremist ideologies of fascism and communism. There are no violent street battles in Berlin, Paris or Vienna as there were before and sometimes after World War II between rival camps, or urban terror campaigns like those in the 1970s and '80s by the would-be left-wing revolutionaries of 
Germany's Red Army Faction
 and France's 
Direct Action
.



Instead, today's battles are mostly confined to hurling insults across a widening and increasingly poisonous political divide, though 
an assassination attempt
 in May against the prime minister of Slovakia showed that the 
ghosts of past violence
 were still lurking.



"Don't underestimate style. It often gives the true message. Substance in democracy is in the style -- in the unwritten rules of behavior," said Slavoj Zizek, a 
Slovenian philosopher
 who describes himself as a "moderately conservative communist."



The main divide is no longer defined by ideology. Both ends of the political spectrum have much in common in their economic and foreign policy views, including a distrust of NATO and sympathy for Russia, and in their shared contempt for establishment "elites" they see as masters of a self-serving political center.



The most divisive issue is whether nationalism offers salvation from the shocks of an increasingly interconnected world, such as immigration and economic dislocation, or a threat to liberty and even to democracy. In this political world, there are no longer opponents, only enemies to be reviled as extremist.



Mr. Zizek lamented that on both the left and right when he said, "Everyone is calling people they don't agree with extremist."



"We are in sad and difficult times and this label is very dangerous," he went on. "Democracy means being open to difference. It presupposes that we share an understanding of basic values and certain basic manners."



Whether this polarization amounts to a threat is a matter of debate. Neither the raucous right nor the anti-system strain of the left represented by France's Jean-Luc Melenchon, whose grouping of parties got the most seats on Sunday, has the support to be a truly disruptive force where institutions are strong. And while the hard right has made more gains in Europe overall, it too has stumbled. But the more political camps dig in, scorning previously accepted norms, the more the center erodes and the more democracy is tested.



Wojciech Przybylski
, president of Res Publica Foundation, a research group in Warsaw, said there had been a coarsening of political discourse and a growing contempt on both ends of the spectrum for mainstream forces.



That, he said, reminded him of Poland between the world wars, when the far left and the far right rallied, sometimes violently, against the central government.



Today, he said, both "are united against globalization and claim to be defending the so-called average man against elites."




The lower-than-predicted gains of the far right in the French elections on Sunday was met with relief by Europe's mainstream politicians.




A French historian, Jacques Julliard, has described this as the "dangerous ideology of the common man," a political philosophy promoted by Guglielmo Giannini, a postwar Italian populist whose motto was "Down with everyone!"



Europe's nationalist parties, which have soared in popularity over the last decade, have had mixed success in recent years converting their rock-the-boat, anti-elitist message into enduring power.



Law and Justice, a conservative Polish party that traffics in 
conspiracy theories involving Germany
 and vows to defend what it sees as traditional Christian values, 
lost power in an October election
. But just a month later in the Netherlands, Geert Wilders, a provocateur with a history of antipathy toward immigrants and Islam, 
won the most votes in a general election
.



In June elections for the European Parliament, the right-wing Alternative for Germany party 
won a record number of votes
, outperforming each of the three parties in Chancellor Olaf Scholz's governing coalition.



Perhaps the most vivid example of Europe's polarization is 
Slovakia
, where Prime Minister Robert Fico, a shape-shifting populist who started on the left before embracing nationalist messaging, returned to power in September after a thin election victory. In May, he narrowly survived an assassination attempt by a gunman whom officials initially called a "lone wolf" but who was 
later described by Mr. Fico
 as a "messenger of evil and political hatred" from his left-wing opponents.



The French vote on Sunday was met with relief by Europe's mainstream politicians, who worried that victory for the National Rally would have bolstered the so far lonely calls by Prime Minister Viktor Orban of Hungary for an end to military aid for Ukraine.



Poland's prime minister, Donald Tusk, 
responded on social media
 to the result: "In Paris enthusiasm, in Moscow disappointment, in Kyiv relief. Enough to be happy in Warsaw."



Nationalist parties have, to varying degrees, tried to distance themselves from their darker pasts. The party of 
Giorgia Meloni, the prime minister of Italy
, traces its roots to the postwar wreckage of Italy's experiment with fascism under Mussolini. Marine le Pen's National Rally, in its earlier incarnations, embraced Holocaust deniers and reactionary veterans of France's colonial wars.



They have more recently disavowed connections to extremism and sought, largely successfully, particularly in Ms. Meloni's case, to present themselves as modern, pragmatic politicians. Individual supporters have been caught on camera voicing openly racist and xenophobic views, but they have been 
strongly rejected
 by party leaders.




Prime Minister Robert Fico of Slovakia, with a crutch, resumed public appearances this week, two months after he was shot multiple times in an assassination attempt.




Before World War II, political division fed off hyperinflation and mass unemployment -- one in three Germans was jobless. By comparison, Europeans today are in many ways remarkably comfortable and well cared for.



Their welfare systems are buckling but still provide health care and other services far beyond what the state offers in the United States and other countries. Economic growth is picking up again after several years of stagnation.



Trust in democracy, however, has fallen steadily in recent years in Europe and in other economically advanced parts of the world.



A survey this year by the Pew Research Institute
 found that people in high-income democracies, including France, have since 2021 become increasingly frustrated with the way the systems work in their countries.



Votes now are often about bucking the establishment, whatever form that takes.




Britain's new prime minister, Keir Starmer, has steered his Labour Party toward the center.




In Britain, the desire for change last week handed the Labour Party, out of power for 14 years, 
a thumping election victory
 against a divided and discredited Conservative Party. But Labour's victory in Britain was paired with 
a strong electoral showing by the Reform party
 of Nigel Farage, a driving force behind 
Britain's exit from the European Union
.



The 
French left's triumph on Sunday
 was in large measure the result of what Mr. Bardella, the National Rally leader, denounced as an "alliance against nature" between Mr. Macron and leftists. And no party won a majority, with seats pretty closely split.



Few analysts see the election results in Britain and France as evidence of a resurgence by the left. Shut out of power for years, leftist parties in most countries have ditched past commitments to socialist economic policies like the nationalization of banks and industry, and differ little from the center-right.




Jordan Bardella, leader of France's hard-right National Rally, blamed his party's third-place showing in Sunday's election on an "alliance against nature" of the center and the left. 




"There is clear polarization, but I see no sign the left is rising again," said Mr. Przybylski, the researcher in Warsaw.



The National Rally fell short of expectations, but it and many other hard-right European parties, he added, "do better and better with each election. They are far from running the show but they get more and more votes."



Europe's political struggles, mostly bereft of debate about concrete policies and dominated by eye-catching stunts, are in many places viewed as a "joke and a circus," Mr. Zizek, the philosopher, said.



An extreme example of that was the election victory in European Parliament elections last month of a 24-year-old prankster in Cyprus with no political experience or policy proposals. He promoted himself as a "professional mistake maker" and won a seat after a campaign that featured his spending a week in a coffin.



"His point was that politics is a farce," Mr. Zizek said. "But global mistrust of politics is a tragedy, especially when it reaches the young." 
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Rwanda Says It Doesn't Have to Repay U.K. for Scrapped Migration Plan



Britain gave Rwanda hundreds of millions of pounds, even though no asylum seekers were deported to the Central African nation under the agreement.




Britain had hoped the agreement would deter potential asylum seekers from trying to cross the English Channel in small boats.




By Abdi Latif Dahir


Jul 10, 2024


Rwanda does not have to repay the hundreds of millions of pounds it received from Britain as part of a contentious policy aimed at sending migrants on a one-way flight to the Central African nation, two senior Rwandan government officials say.



Rwanda's president had previously suggested that such money could be returned.



As part of the deal, Britain was set to give Rwanda as much as about 
half a billion pounds
 in development funding in exchange for taking in the migrants. Britain's independent public spending watchdog 
said in early March
 that the country had already paid Rwanda PS220 million, about $280 million, even though no asylum seekers had been deported to the African nation.



Britain's 
new prime minister, Keir Starmer
, scrapped the plan after taking over as the country's leader last week. The initiative had been devised by Britain's previous government under the Conservative Party in an effort to deter unauthorized migrants from crossing the English Channel to Britain in unsafe boats.



One of the Rwandan officials, Alain Mukuralinda, the government's deputy spokesman, said on Wednesday that the agreement did not include a reimbursement clause.



"The British decided to request cooperation for a long time, resulting in an agreement between the two countries that became a treaty," he 
said in a video
 posted on social media by the Rwanda Broadcasting Agency. "Now, if you come and ask for cooperation and then withdraw, that's your decision."



"Good luck," he added.




Alain Mukuralinda, Rwanda's deputy government spokesman, said the asylum agreement with Britain did not include a reimbursement clause.




The other official, Doris Uwicyeza Picard, the coordinator of the migration partnership with Britain, said in a statement late Wednesday that her country was under "no obligation" to refund the money. She said Rwanda would remain in "constant discussions" with British officials about the next steps, though she did not elaborate on what those steps might be or when such discussions would begin.



Rwanda's president, President Paul Kagame, had suggested in January that Rwanda could repay Britain if no asylum seekers were sent under the agreement, 
telling the BBC
, "If they don't come, we can return the money."



As part of the agreement, either party can terminate the deal by giving notice to the other in writing. It was unclear on Thursday whether Britain had given that written notice, but Mr. Starmer scrapped the plan on Saturday, his first full day in office, and said it had been "dead and buried before it started."



Yvette Cooper, Britain's new home secretary, whose department oversees law enforcement, immigration and national security, 
told news outlets
 that her office would audit "all of the details around the money and the legislation and the processes" and that she would give further details to Parliament.



"We are auditing the whole scheme," she said. "It has clearly been a complete con."



The migration partnership was set to be a significant boost for Rwanda, a poor nation whose economy is largely dependent on agriculture. Rwanda's annual economic output is about $14 billion, according to World Bank figures, so half a billion pounds would be a sizable injection into its economy.



Rwandan officials say the money sent from Britain under the agreement has been used for operational costs to prepare for the anticipated migrants' arrival and to support economic growth.



Part of the money was also used to develop long-term housing units in Gahanga, a neighborhood on the outskirts of Kigali, the capital, where the migrants were expected to live alongside Rwandans. Even though the migration partnership has been scrapped, Ms. Picard said the Rwandan government would complete the project and use it for social housing for Rwandans.



The policy also fits into Mr. Kagame's stated goal of 
finding lasting solutions to global migration
. He and many members of his government grew up as refugees in Uganda, the Democratic Republic of Congo and elsewhere before and after 
Rwanda's 1994 genocide
, and have repeatedly spoken about the injustice that wars inflict upon innocent people.



Mr. Kagame has increasingly touted how his nation hosts not just refugees from neighboring countries, but also Africans evacuated from Libya and 
Afghan schoolgirls fleeing the Taliban
.



Britain's plan to send migrants to Rwanda 
started taking shape
 in 2021 under Boris Johnson, then the prime minister, who spoke of an intention to deport asylum seekers to third countries for processing. The idea immediately 
faced pushback
 from rights groups, 
United Nations officials
 and 
British courts
, who all said that Rwanda was neither safe nor adequately ready to process asylum seekers' claims.



Activists also pointed to the political and media repression in Rwanda and to 
the unfair trials and ill-treatment
 of critics of 
Mr. Kagame
, who has been in power for decades. Some also worried that the asylum seekers would be closely surveilled and unable to freely talk with journalists and human rights researchers.



Refugees seeking protection in Rwanda 
have been killed
, harassed and expelled, according to activists and interviews with refugees. Mr. Kagame's troops have also been accused of 
plundering minerals, unleashing massacres
 and precipitating a huge wave of displacement in neighboring Congo.



Britain's previous government, under Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, overlooked all of those factors, however, and 
passed legislation
 in April that declared Rwanda a safe third nation.



Stephen Castle
 contributed reporting from London.
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For First Time, NATO Accuses China of Supplying Russia's Attacks on Ukraine



The statement was a major departure for the alliance, which until 2019 never officially mentioned China as a concern.




Heads of government of NATO member nations during a summit in Washington on Wednesday.




By David E. Sanger


Jul 10, 2024


After decades of viewing China as a distant threat, NATO on Wednesday accused Beijing of becoming "a decisive enabler of Russia's war against Ukraine," and demanded that it halt shipments of "weapons components" and other technology critical to the rebuilding of the Russian military.



The statement is contained in a declaration approved by the 32 leaders of the alliance, shortly before they headed to a dinner at the White House on Wednesday night. It is a major departure for NATO, which until 2019 never officially mentioned China as a concern, and then only in the blandest of language.



Now, for the first time, the alliance has joined in Washington's denunciations of China's military support for Russia.



But the declaration contains an implicit threat that China's growing support for Russia will come at a cost. China "cannot enable the largest war in Europe in recent history without this negatively impacting its interests and reputation," the declaration said, particularly calling out "its large-scale support for Russia's defense industrial base."



The NATO declaration did not specify what those costs would be, although the natural first step would be economic sanctions that barred China from parts of global markets.



Even a year ago, European leaders were hesitant to challenge Beijing, especially nations like Germany that view China as a critical market for high-end cars and luxury goods.



Many European leaders initially dismissed the agreement reached in early 2022, just before the Beijing Olympics, for a "partnership without limits" signed by President Vladimir V. Putin and President Xi Jinping. Even President Biden said he had his doubts that the two countries, with a long history of enmity, could work together. In March 2023, during a trip to Canada, 
he said
, "I think we vastly exaggerate" the partnership.



"I've been hearing now for the past three months about 'China is going to provide significant weapons to Russia and they're gonna' -- a lot of talk about that," Mr. Biden added. "They haven't yet. Doesn't mean they won't, but they haven't yet."



But 29 months after the invasion of Ukraine, that view has changed drastically. While China has heeded warnings not to supply Russia with full weapons systems, it has done everything short of that, providing computer chips, advanced software and the components needed for Russia to rebuild a defense industrial base that churned out faulty and outdated equipment.



The intelligence evidence was provided to NATO countries by the Biden administration, in an effort to win over skeptics who argued that China was not a central player in the war. That succeeded, but only after the United States published the names, in a Treasury Department economic sanctions order, of Chinese front companies and manufacturers that were funneling the technology to Russia.



"The declaration demonstrates that NATO allies now collectively understand this challenge and are calling on the P.R.C. to cease this activity," Jake Sullivan, Mr. Biden's national security adviser, said on Wednesday afternoon, referring to the People's Republic of China. "If this P.R.C. support continues, it will degrade its relations across Europe, and the United States will continue to impose sanctions on P.R.C. entities involved in this activity, in coordination with our European allies."



The declaration also blames China for "malicious cyber and hybrid activities, including disinformation" aimed at the United States and Europe.



China has denied that it is a major factor in the war and Chinese officials have, publicly and privately, accused Washington of deep hypocrisy, noting the tens of billions of dollars in ammunition, missile systems, tanks and soon F-16 jets that the United States is giving to Ukrainian fighters.



In May, when American sanctions were imposed, Wang Wenbin, a spokesman for the Chinese Foreign Ministry, called the U.S. accusations "hypocritical and highly irresponsible." But he did not deny the specifics.



The standoff over China's role in Ukraine is threatening to unwind whatever good will Mr. Biden developed with Mr. Xi when they met in November in California. At the time, Mr. Biden warned him privately about interfering in the 2024 presidential election, but the evidence was not yet available that China was becoming a major force, alongside Iran and North Korea, in supplying the Russian war effort.
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Kremlin Critic Is 'Stable' in Russian Prison Hospital, Lawyer Says



Vladimir Kara-Murza's legal representatives said they were denied access to their client in a remote Siberian penal colony for six days.




Vladimir Kara-Murza at a court hearing in Moscow in 2023. His lawyers said they were denied access to him for six days.




By Valerie Hopkins


Jul 10, 2024


A lawyer for the jailed Kremlin critic Vladimir Kara-Murza said his client is in "stable" health after being moved to a Russian prison hospital last week without explanation and out of contact for six days.



Mr. Kara-Murza, 42, is one of Russia's most prominent dissidents. He 
was sentenced last April to 25 years in prison for treason
 after condemning the war in Ukraine. It was the longest sentence given to any opposition politician in modern Russia, part of a widespread crackdown on those who dare to publicly oppose the Kremlin and its war on Ukraine.



His wife, Evgenia Kara-Murza, said last week that lawyers who had been trying to meet with him were told he had been taken to a prison hospital in the Siberian city of Omsk where he has been serving his sentence -- and that they were denied access to see him. That raised alarm bells, coming just months after the death of the opposition politician Aleksei A. Navalny 
in an Arctic penal colony
.



After six days without contact despite repeated efforts to see Mr. Kara-Murza, one of his lawyers was able to visit him on Wednesday, a member of the legal team said.



"Vladimir Kara-Murza's condition is relatively stable at the moment," the lawyer, Vadim Prokhorov, wrote on Facebook, adding that his client "suffers from a severe chronic disease -- polyneuropathy" that is incompatible with the conditions inside a penal colony.



Ms. Kara-Murza welcomed the news.




Evgenia Kara-Murza, the wife of Kremlin critic Vladimir Kara-Murza shows a picture of her and her husband on her mobile phone.




"The reason for his transfer to the prison hospital are still unclear, but he is alive and, as always, alert," she wrote on Facebook on Wednesday afternoon. "The most terrible things happen in silence and behind closed doors, so a huge thank you to everyone who worried and demanded that the lawyers be given access."



Mr. Kara-Murza, an opposition activist and a journalist, survived what he characterized several years ago as two state-sponsored attempts to 
poison
 him -- in 2015 and 2017.



He comes from a family of Soviet dissidents, and obtained British citizenship as a teenager. 



Mr. Kara-Murza played a key role in lobbying Washington more than a decade ago for the Magnitsky Act, which punished officials deemed responsible for the death of a tax lawyer in a Russian jail.



The human rights organization Memorial counts him as a political prisoner, one of hundreds that it says are subjected to harsh treatment and inadequate medical care. It currently counts 
769 political prisoners
 behind bars in Russia.




From prison, Mr. Kara-Murza has been writing an opinion column for The Washington Post and won the Pulitzer Prize for commentary this year.




From the maximum security prison where he is held, Mr. Kara-Murza has been writing an opinion column for The Washington Post and won the Pulitzer Prize for commentary this year.



In a 
recent column
, titled "I am proud to have spoken out against Putin's crimes in Ukraine," he compared Russia today to the dystopia in George Orwell's novel "1984."



"'War is peace. Freedom is slavery. Ignorance is power,'" he wrote. "This slogan on the facade of Orwell's Ministry of Truth very accurately reflects the principle of functioning of today's Russian government."
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U.A.E. Puts 84 Civil Society Members on Trial Again, Sentencing 43 to Life



The Emirati lawyers, academics and activists, who were imprisoned in national security trials, had been scheduled to be released.




A protest in solidarity with political prisoners in Egypt and the United Arab Emirates on the sidelines of the U.N. climate talks in Dubai last year.




By Vivian Nereim


Jul 10, 2024


More than 80 lawyers, academics and activists in the United Arab Emirates who had been convicted in shadowy national security trials years ago, after they had called for political reforms, had expected to soon be released from prison as, one by one, their sentences expired.



But in a move that stunned the prisoners' families, the men were all prosecuted again, the majority sentenced on Wednesday to terms ranging from 10 years to life in prison, dashing their families' hopes of a long-delayed reunion.



The authorities accused the men of starting a "terrorist" organization called the Justice and Dignity Committee, and a court in Abu Dhabi sentenced 10 of them to an additional 10 to 15 years behind bars, and 43 others to life in prison. The court dismissed the cases against 24 defendants, the Emirati state news agency said, and acquitted one of them. The outcomes of the cases against the remaining defendants remained unclear.



"It is something that shocked everyone -- for what?" said Ahmed Al Nuaimi, an Emirati dissident living in exile in London. "Just calling for democracy leads to life in prison?" Mr. Al Nuaimi added. "It's unacceptable and unimaginable."



He himself had been charged and tried in absentia in the case, and his brother, who is imprisoned in the Emirates, received a life sentence, he said.



Life in prison in the Emirates generally means a 25-year term rather than imprisonment until death. But for many of the detainees, who are in their 50s, 60s and older, there is little difference, relatives said.



"The 10 years seemed like a lot for us in the first place," said Jenan Al Marzooqi, whose father, Abdulsalam Al Marzooqi, 54, was among those who received life sentences on Wednesday. "I feel like it's a shame to call it even a trial, because it was more like a play," added Ms. Al Marzooqi, 27, who lives in exile in Massachusetts.



Human rights groups that had spent months raising concerns about the mass trial against the 84 defendants condemned the verdict. Human Rights Watch said in a joint 
statement
 with other groups that the trial had been "fundamentally unfair" and that the committee that the authorities had designated as a terrorist organization had instead been an "independent advocacy group."



The Emirati state news agency said in a 
report
 that the men had been part of a local Islamist group called Al Islah that "worked to create and replicate violent events in the country," referring to the Arab Spring revolutions a decade ago, which the news agency said had spread "panic and terror" and threatened the states' sovereignty.



The court "ensured that the defendants' rights and guarantees were protected," the news agency said, adding that "these crimes differ from the crimes that the defendants were previously charged with." The news agency also asserted that the court's conviction had been in accordance with "the principle that prohibits charging people with the same crime twice."



The Emirati Foreign Ministry did not respond to a request for comment.



The Emirates, a federation of seven sheikhdoms on the Persian Gulf, is a close U.S. ally and an immigrant hub that has translated oil wealth over the past few decades into 
immense economic and political power
, including a network of global ports, deep investments across 
Africa
 and Asia, and an extensive 
lobbying operation
 in Washington.



The country has attracted millions of foreign residents by offering physical security, economic comfort and relative social freedom. But it is also one of the most politically repressive states in the Middle East, with a zero-tolerance policy for dissent from its citizens, who make up a small minority of the population.




Martina Strong, the U.S. ambassador to the United Arab Emirates, wrote in an essay published Monday that "when it comes to the U.S.-U.A.E. partnership, the sky is not the limit, but just the beginning." 




Many of the prisoners sentenced on Wednesday were among the more than 100 Emiratis who 
signed a petition
 in 2011, during the pro-democracy Arab Spring revolutions, calling for the creation of an elected Parliament with legislative powers.



The state survived unscathed during the Arab Spring street protests that swept neighboring countries, and the Emirati authorities embarked on a widespread crackdown, silencing and co-opting a wide range of Emiratis who had voiced their opinions with relative openness.



The country has maintained a particularly close relationship with the United States, receiving less public criticism of its human rights record than other U.S. allies in the region, such as Saudi Arabia and Bahrain.



"This latest chapter in our bilateral cooperation underscores that when it comes to the U.S.-U.A.E. partnership, the sky is not the limit, but just the beginning," the American ambassador to the Emirates, Martina Strong, 
wrote
 in an essay published in an Emirati newspaper on Monday.



The U.S. State Department did not immediately respond to a request for comment.



Rights groups and relatives of the defendants said that they found it difficult to view the trial as anything other than a pretext to keep the men in prison beyond their original sentences.



The defendants included lawyers, academics, writers, activists, former government employees, a television presenter and a ruling family member from Ras Al Khaimah, a northern emirate. Many were initially convicted in a 2013 mass trial, although some were tried later in separate cases.



In 2014, a United Nations working group 
found
 that the convictions of Mr. Al Marzooqi and dozens of other defendants in that trial had been "based on charges of acts that would fall under the rights to freedom of expression and of assembly," and that their detention had been "arbitrary."



Ms. Al Marzooqi said that her father had been a courts official in Dubai before his arrest.



"He was an active citizen in the U.A.E., serving his country and serving his people," she said. "He always called for reform, called for a better Emirates."



When her father was arrested in 2012, he told his family that he would be back in a couple of days, she recalled. Like many of the other detainees, he completed his initial prison sentence more than two years ago, but was kept behind bars, she said.




The Emirati authorities announced the retrial of the men last year, while the U.N. climate talks were being held in Dubai. 




The Emirati authorities announced the new trial last year, during COP28, the U.N. climate talks 
held in Dubai.
 In January, a group of United Nations special rapporteurs sent a 
letter
 to the Emirati government expressing their "deepest concern" about the new trial, including allegations about "the use of torture or other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment" to extract confessions.



"Everything was shrouded in secrecy," Ms. Al Marzooqi said of the new trial.



At one session that a relative attended, she said, her father was heard defending himself against evidence presented by prosecutors that appeared to be social media posts he had made before his arrest.



"They're just retrying them with the same exact charges, with things that all happened prior," Ms. Al Marzooqi said.



Mr. Al Nuaimi, the Emirati dissident who now lives in London, said that he and his brother had been members of Al Islah, the local Islamist organization. For decades, it was treated as a legal civil society group dedicated to education reform and other issues. But the organization was eventually disbanded and branded by the government as a terrorist group affiliated with the Muslim Brotherhood.



"We are not a terrorist group; we are very peaceful; we didn't have any crime on our records," Mr. Al Nuaimi said.



Rights activists and dissidents said it was unclear whether any of the men would be released from prison.



"I am hoping to see more pressure on the U.A.E. from Western governments that call for liberty and have very deep connections with the U.A.E.," Ms. Al Marzooqi said.



She has struggled to understand why the government did not release them after they had served their time, she said, but concluded that "the oppressive does not need a reason to oppress people."
"They know that those are the people that they cannot control," she said.
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They Fled Oppression at Home, but It Followed Them Abroad



Many Venezuelans who left their homeland oppose the country's autocratic president, but strict requirements will prevent most from voting in a closely watched election.




The Venezuelan Consulate in Madrid. Some Venezuelans said they arrived hours before the consulate opened to try to register to vote in July's election, but were unsuccessful.




By Genevieve Glatsky


Jul 10, 2024


The line outside the Venezuelan Consulate in Madrid stretched down the block. Pregnant women, families with small children, older people and those with disabilities arrived as early as 4 a.m. -- five hours before the office opened -- trying to register to vote in Venezuela's highly anticipated presidential election.



Adriana Rodriguez, 47, who left Venezuela in 2018, showed up at 8 a.m., two days in a row. Both times, she waited four hours before reaching the front of the line, only to be turned away, she said, always with the same explanation: "They could not register any more people."



With Venezuela's authoritarian president, Nicolas Maduro, trailing badly in 
polls
 ahead of the July 28 vote, the government has imposed stringent rules making registering to vote nearly impossible for millions of Venezuelans living abroad, including in the United States, Spain and Latin American countries.



Many left their homeland because of harsh economic and political conditions.



As a result, the government's tactics are tantamount to sweeping electoral fraud, election experts say, since as many as 25 percent of Venezuela's eligible voters live outside the country, and a large number would most likely not vote for Mr. Maduro.




Adriana Rodriguez, 47, who left Venezuela in 2018, showed up at the consulate in Madrid two days in a row but could not register to vote.




Between 3.5 million and 5.5 million Venezuelans eligible to vote live outside the country -- out of a total electorate of 21 million people, according to election experts and opposition activists.



Only about 69,000 Venezuelans living abroad are registered to vote.



"They are disenfranchising people on purpose," said Fernanda Buril, a deputy director at the International Foundation for Electoral Systems, an organization outside Washington that promotes democracy. "It's a complete violation of all kinds of election integrity standards."



At Venezuelan consulates in various countries, hundreds of citizens wait day after day in long lines, facing unexplained delays, confusing instructions and unexpected requirements from unhurried officials, according to Venezuelans interviewed in Argentina, Chile, Colombia and Spain.



Ms. Rodriguez, an interior designer who said she felt "forced" to leave Venezuela after rising repression and a sinking economy made a future there "unviable," described the intense anger and frustration as people hoping to register to vote were turned away by consular officials.



"You feel like you're letting your country down," said Ms. Rodriguez, adding that she wanted to cast a ballot for the opposition. "Why do I have to go through this to exercise my right to vote?"




Inside an office of the party led by President Nicolas Maduro of Venezuela. Mr. Maduro is trailing in the polls. 




Venezuela's electoral authority and its embassy in Spain did not respond to multiple requests for comment.



Mr. Maduro has 
accused the opposition
 of planning to commit electoral fraud and stage a coup.



In some cases, the Venezuelan government, election experts said, is strictly applying existing rules to make it more difficult to register. The most common tactic, they said, is the use of a 
law
 requiring citizens abroad to possess "residence" or "legal permanence" in the country where they live to be eligible to vote. In the current election cycle, that rule has been used to reject many forms of identification, including visas, that had been acceptable in the past.



In Colombia, roughly two million Venezuelans hold temporary protected status as part of a landmark effort by the Colombian government to legalize nearly all Venezuelans in the country. But Venezuela does not accept that status as proof of residence.



(For Venezuelans in Uruguay, the Venezuelan government 
requires a four-year
 Uruguayan identification card, even though Uruguay does not issue such cards to foreign legal residents that are valid for more than three years.)



By erecting obstacles to voting abroad, Venezuela's government is following a playbook used by other nondemocratic countries, Ms. Buril said.



"Election fraud is not anymore just Election Day ballot stuffing,'' she said. "It's throughout the whole process."




Dayana Hernandez works in Madrid as a dental assistant and wanted to cast a vote in opposition to Mr. Maduro. 




The upcoming vote could be decisive in determining the future of democracy in a country that holds the world's largest oil reserves, but that has seen nearly eight million people, about a fourth of its population, leave amid a failing economy and years of authoritarian rule.



The government agreed to hold free and fair elections under pressure from the United States, and in exchange for relief from crushing U.S. sanctions. But Mr. Maduro's government, critics say, has thrown up roadblocks at every turn to try to prevent a credible vote.



Still, a united opposition and what surveys suggest is an intense hunger for change among many Venezuelans could pose the biggest challenge to Mr. Maduro's 11-year hold on power.



The erosion of voting rights started more than 10 years ago and has gradually worsened, said Eugenio Martinez, the director of Votoscopio, an electoral monitoring organization.



According to Venezuelan law, citizens abroad should be able to register year-round at any embassy or consulate if they have a Venezuelan national identity card, 
even if it has expired.
 But the government has allowed registration for only limited periods.




Supporters of Edmundo Gonzalez, the main opposition presidential candidate, prepared for a meeting this month in a small town in Venezuela.




This year, the electoral authority designated a 
29-day period
 between March and April for Venezuelans to register or update their personal information, including where they live and their polling station. But even that period was cut short at several embassies and consulates by a variety of problems, including computer malfunctions.



During the brief window the government opened, only 508 Venezuelans managed to register to vote worldwide, according to data collected by Votoscopio.



"We have called it, without any fear of exaggeration, a massive pre-election fraud," said Ligia Bolivar, who is based in Bogota, Colombia, and is a founder of Provea, a Venezuelan human rights organization.



In countries that have broken off diplomatic relations with Mr. Maduro's government, like the United States, Venezuelans have no way to register to vote.



New rules adopted for this month's election also require applicants to present a valid Venezuelan passport, a document that can cost more than $300.



That is about a third of Dayana Hernandez's monthly salary as a receptionist at a dentist's office in Spain. Ms. Hernandez, 40, left Venezuela in 2018 after the country's deepening economic woes made it difficult to gain access to care for her son, who has autism. She blamed the government of Mr. Maduro, whom she had hoped to vote out of power, for the country's situation.




After entering the United States, a migrant holds his Venezuelan passport. Venezuela's government requires a valid Venezuelan passport to register to vote. 




Not being able to register to vote left her feeling "devastated and powerless," she said. "You feel you can't contribute."



Ms. Bolivar, a founder of Provea, called it "paradoxical" that the people most affected by Venezuela's economic downturn and autocratic government will most likely have little say in determining its future. Ms. Bolivar, who has been in Bogota for five years, was herself not able to register. She has had her current Colombian visa for three years -- short of the five years necessary to become a permanent resident and be eligible to register for Venezuela's election.



"People had a lot of expectation to register," Ms. Bolivar said. But, she added, "The government put an end to all that.''



Victor Faza, 25, a Venezuelan living in Argentina, was unable to register because of an expired passport. Nevertheless, he became active in a local nonprofit organization petitioning the Venezuelan Consulate to set up more registration stations. But talking to consulate staff to try to facilitate voter registration "was literally like talking to the wall," he said.



He wants to return to his country -- if a free and fair election leads to a change in government.



"I don't see myself returning to Venezuela under a dictatorship," he said. "This is the last chance to see our country free."



Jose Bautista
 contributed reporting from Madrid, 
Pascale Bonnefoy
 from Santiago, Chile, and 
Isayen Herrera
 from Bogota, Colombia.
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On a sunny afternoon in May, Zachary Galante was sitting in a conference room in St. Francis de Sales Seminary with several other young men, talking about what it meant for them to choose the Catholic priesthood in the year 2024. The next morning, they would make lifelong promises of celibacy and obedience, and they were palpably elated by the prospect.



"It's a beautiful life," Deacon Galante, soon to become Father Galante, said.



There was a time where the church "maybe apologized for being Catholic," he said later in the conversation. He and the other new priests agreed they were called to something different: advancing the Catholic faith, even the parts that could seem out of place in an increasingly hostile world. "The church 
is
 Catholic, and so we should announce that joyfully
," 
he said.



In an era of deep divisions in the American Catholic Church, and ongoing pain over the continuing revelations of sexual abuse by priests over decades, there is increasing unity among the men joining the priesthood: They are overwhelmingly conservative in their theology, their liturgical tastes and their politics.



Priests ordained since 2010 "are clearly the most conservative cohort of priests we've seen in a long time," said Brad Vermurlen, an assistant professor of sociology at the University of St. Thomas in Houston, who has studied the rightward shift of the American priesthood. Surveys tracking the opinions of priests have found that, starting in the 1980s, each new wave of priests in the United States is noticeably more conservative than the one before it, Dr. Vermurlen said.



His and his colleagues' analysis found newer priests were significantly more conservative than their elders on questions including whether homosexual behavior is always a sin, and whether women should be able to serve as deacons and priests, for example.




"The church is Catholic, and so we should announce that joyfully," said Father Zachary Galante.





The class of Milwaukee seminarians from St. Francis de Sales lying prostrate during their ordination, symbolizing their dependence on God.





Every priest at the ordination mass placed their hands upon the men joining their ranks that day.




More than 80 percent of priests ordained since 2020 describe themselves as theologically "conservative/orthodox" or "very conservative/orthodox," according to a nationally representative survey of 3,500 priests published by the Catholic Project at the Catholic University of America. Foreign-born priests in the United States, a significant presence as ordination rates remain below replacement levels, are less conservative theologically than their American-born peers. But still, not a single surveyed priest who was ordained after 2020 described himself as "very progressive."



Politically, the trend is similar, with almost all priests ordained in 2020 or later describing themselves as moderate or conservative.



That represents a sharp contrast with priests ordained in the 1960s, about half of whom describe themselves as politically liberal, and an even greater share as theologically progressive.



In the near future, in other words, the liberal Catholic priest could essentially be extinct in the United States. The shift toward more uniform conservatism puts the rising generations of priests increasingly at odds with secular culture, which has broadly moved to the left on questions of gender, sexuality, reproductive issues and roles for women.



The Catholic population itself in the United States has historically been politically diverse, and people in the pews 
do not always endorse church teachings
 on issues like abortion, birth control and the meaning of the eucharist.



Changing attitudes will reshape parish life, where priests choose topics for homilies and have discretion over matters like whether girls can volunteer as altar servers and lay people can assist in the distribution of Communion. It will also influence the leadership ranks of the American church, which already has a global reputation for conservatism, and antagonism to Pope Francis's more pastoral tone in leadership. That gap is poised to harden as current bishops retire and die.



The tilt partly reflects broader cultural changes, including the fact that liberals are becoming increasingly secular and having fewer children, said Michael Sean Winters, a columnist for National Catholic Reporter, a left-leaning newspaper. Today, "there are fewer liberals in the pews with large families," he said, adding that parents with more children have typically been more willing to offer one of them to the church.



Mr. Winters, who attended seminary himself for a few years in the 1980s before deciding not to pursue ordination, said he was concerned that some conservative priests take an overly nostalgic view of history, imagining a golden era in which church teaching was widely respected and obeyed. But he takes comfort in the fact that a majority of a parish priest's duties are not defined by ideology.



"The day-in, day-out practice of burying the dead, baptizing the young and preparing couples for marriage -- there's not really a left or right cast to that," he said.




Almost all priests ordained in 2020 or later described themselves as politically moderate or conservative, according to one survey. 





Priests have discretion over matters like whether or not girls can volunteer as altar servers.





The Catholic population in the United States has historically been politically diverse.




Today's young priests don't see themselves as a conservative insurgency, but as part of a new generation who embrace difficult church teachings rather than soft-pedaling them in what they see as the misguided pursuit of big-tent evangelism.



In an attempt to make the church seem more welcoming and difficult teachings easier to accept, Father Galante said, generations of clergy softened expectations around everything from regular prayer to cohabitation before marriage to dressing nicely for Sunday Mass.



Many priests in the 1970s and '80s, he said, "were looking at the world and saying, 'The world is changing, we need to change, too.'"



That approach didn't work, as he sees it. Among Father Galante's peers in Catholic grade school, only a handful out of more than 30 still practice the faith, he said. Mass attendance has been broadly 
declining for decades
.



Many young priests see morals and political sensibilities having swung dramatically, even in their living memory.



Father David Sweeney, 31, who was ordained with Father Galante, recalled that it was only during his freshman year in college that President Obama first endorsed same-sex marriage. Today, the idea of the country's top Democrat not sharing that view is almost unimaginable.



"That's a core tenet of our faith that our culture has shifted drastically on in the last 12 years," Father Sweeney said. "If we're saying that we're holding to eternal truth, something that is changeless, and the world changes, well, now I guess I've changed in my relation to the world."



Father Galante added, "Maybe we're more conservative now because the culture moved, not because we moved."



Father Galante and Father Sweeney were two of nine priests to be ordained in the archdiocese of Milwaukee, the largest group in the ecclesiastical region in more than 30 years.



"Young guys today desire sacrifice, they desire to do something great with their life," said Father Luke Strand, a former director of vocations for the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Father Strand, 43, serves as rector at St. Francis de Sales Seminary, which has sent 35 men on to be ordained in the last three years, 20 for the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. Two of his own brothers are also priests.




"Young guys today desire sacrifice, they desire to do something great with their life," said Father Luke Strand.





Seminarians playing cornhole at St. Francis De Sales Seminary.





Catholic priests make lifelong promises of celibacy and obedience.




St. Francis de Sales has become a place where young men experience "a deep sense of fraternity," Father Strand said. On Saturday nights, the men watch sports together, play basketball in the gym, or bowl in the seminary's small alley. Promotional videos for the seminary 
introduce the students like football recruits
.



"It becomes really attractive for a young man to then say, 'Boy, am I called to this?'" he said. "There are a lot of normal guys here."



The idea of "normalcy" looms large in Catholic seminaries in the long wake of revelations of widespread sexual abuse of children and young adults by clergy over decades. Applicants are now screened for psychosexual maturity, and St. Francis de Sales's program includes an emphasis on "healthy and balanced celibacy."



For priests like Father Strand, the community's palpable confidence is a part of its success. He cited a quotation he attributed to Cardinal Timothy Dolan of New York, a former archbishop of Milwaukee: No man will give his life for a question mark; he will for an exclamation point.



Hours after his ordination ceremony at the cathedral in downtown Milwaukee, Father Galante was presiding over his first Mass at St. Frances Cabrini Parish in West Bend, about 40 miles northwest of the city. It was the parish in which he had been baptized, confirmed and raised. More than 600 people attended the two-hour Saturday afternoon Mass, a crowd so large that ushers ran out of bulletins and had to scramble to line up extra chairs along the back wall of the sanctuary.




Hours after being ordained, Father Galante distributed communion at his first Mass at his childhood parish, St. Frances Cabrini.





A photo of Father Galante with Bishop Jeffrey Haines, when he was a priest at Father Galante's childhood church.





A reception for Father Galante after he celebrated his first Mass at St. Frances Cabrini.




After the service, attendees walked across the parking lot to the parish's school, where men and women from the church had set up long tables of ham sandwiches, pasta salads and cookies in the gym, with a beverage station that included coffee and Miller High Life. The mood was cheerful. A few teenage altar servers, who had taken off their robes and were sitting together with plates of sandwiches and brownies, said they were thinking of becoming priests themselves someday.



Father Galante was not eating. He was standing at the end of the hallway outside, facing a growing line of parishioners who were waiting to receive one of his first blessings as a priest. One by one, he greeted them, smiled, placed his hands on their heads or their shoulders, murmured a prayer, shook their hands. Outside, the sun was setting over his hometown. His work had just begun.
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Rep. Pat Ryan, Moderate Front-Liner, Calls on Biden to Step Aside



Mr. Ryan, the eighth member of Congress to publicly call on President Biden to drop out of the race, said Mr. Biden seemed incapable of making a case against Donald Trump.




Representative Pat Ryan faces a tough re-election battle for his seat in the Hudson Valley of New York.




By Nicholas Fandos


Jul 10, 2024


Representative Pat Ryan of New York, one of the Democrats' most vulnerable congressional incumbents, called on President Biden to step aside as his party's presidential nominee on Wednesday "for the good of the country," warning that his continued candidacy could clear the way for former President Donald J. Trump to return to the White House.



Mr. Ryan called Mr. Trump an "existential threat" to American democracy and said that he no longer believed Mr. Biden was capable of making the case necessary to defeat the former president. He urged his party to consider a brief, open competition to replace Mr. Biden on the ballot.



"I'd be doing a grave disservice if I said he was the best candidate to serve this fall," he said in a telephone interview. "For the good of our country, for my two young kids, I'm asking Joe Biden to step aside in the upcoming election and deliver on the promise to be a bridge to a new generation of leaders."



He added, "I really hope, with all my heart, that he will listen."



Mr. Ryan, 42, is 
the eighth member
 of Congress to publicly call on Mr. Biden to stand down and perhaps the most politically at risk. But his remarks on Wednesday came amid fresh signs that pressure may be building on Mr. Biden to step aside even after the White House had appeared to be calming dissent.



Earlier Wednesday morning, Representative Nancy Pelosi of California, the former House speaker and a longtime Biden ally, publicly signaled that the president could reconsider his vow to stay in the race, suggesting that "time is running short" for him to make a decision. George Clooney, one of the most prominent Democratic supporters in Hollywood, called for a new nominee in 
a guest essay
 in The New York Times.



And on Wednesday afternoon, Antonio Delgado, the lieutenant governor of New York, joined the fray. Mr. Delgado, a former congressman who represented parts of Mr. Ryan's district, 
wrote on X
 that the time had come for Mr. Biden to show "his strength and grace, by ending his campaign and making room for a new leader."



Mr. Biden has spent days 
trying to reassure
 fellow Democrats that he is still "the best person" to defeat Mr. Trump, and despite widespread concern, top congressional leaders have reiterated their support for him.



Mr. Ryan, a former Army intelligence officer, first 
won his seat
 in the Hudson Valley of New York in a 2022 special election by campaigning aggressively on abortion rights in the shadow of the Supreme Court's decision to overturn Roe vs. Wade. And he was the only New York Democrat to survive that fall when fears about public safety 
helped Republicans sweep
 Long Island and the Hudson Valley.



Republicans have made flipping his seat a top priority this fall. Savannah Viar, a spokeswoman for their House campaign operation, dismissed Mr. Ryan's comments on Wednesday as "a transparent election-year ploy to try to cling to his seat."



"President Biden is sitting in the Oval Office because Pat Ryan and Democrats hid the truth from voters and lied about the president's condition," she said.



Mr. Ryan has been willing to challenge his party and its leader in the past, criticizing Mr. Biden for initially not taking more aggressive steps to slow a surge of migrants crossing the southwestern border. But until Wednesday, he had supported his re-election campaign.



In the interview, Mr. Ryan said his views began to shift after Mr. Biden's halting debate performance in late June. As he toured his district over Congress's July 4 recess, he found that constituents from varied backgrounds were "deeply concerned" about Mr. Biden's ability to compete.



The president's campaign has largely attempted to characterize his critics as elites out of touch with the party's base. Mr. Ryan said that was not his experience.



"These are the opposite of elites," Mr. Ryan said. "These are people eating hot dogs and drinking beer and talking about my Yankees and where the country's at and expressing some pretty deep and weighty things."



A turning point came on July 4 when Mr. Ryan and his family joined a new class of cadets at West Point to watch fireworks over the Hudson. He said he found himself thinking about the nation's earliest days, his oath of office and the need to be "honest about my own party."



He said the country would always owe Mr. Biden, 81, a debt of gratitude for defeating Mr. Trump in 2020 and that the president had "delivered historic accomplishments," including a bipartisan infrastructure law and new benefits for veterans.



"Part 2 of that legacy," he said, would be passing the baton to a new generation of leaders.



"I really think this would go down in history at or near what George Washington did in terms of stepping aside for the good of the country," he said. "It would be such a stark contrast to the selfishness of Trump."



If Mr. Biden stands down, Mr. Ryan urged his party to open the process of replacing him. He name-checked possible candidates, including Vice President Kamala Harris; Govs. Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan, Wes Moore of Maryland and Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania; and cabinet secretaries like Pete Buttigieg and Gina Raimondo.



"The Republican approach here has been lock step behind a guy who has been incredibly dangerous," he said. "This is an opportunity to contrast that and say, no we're listening to the American people and we're going to have a small 'd' democratic approach to this that is energizing and in line with the founding values of our country."
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She's Keeping Biden on Track as Democrats Try to Derail Him



Jennifer O'Malley Dillon is driving the president's campaign forward as he fends off Democratic critics. "She doesn't have any doubt," said Ron Klain, the former White House chief of staff.




Jen O'Malley Dillon on a trip to Warsaw in 2023, when she still worked as a top White House aide to President Biden. Early this year, she became the functional leader of his campaign.




By Reid J. Epstein


Jul 09, 2024


The morning after his poor debate performance, President Biden appeared at a campaign rally and then went dark, retreating to Camp David and avoiding political damage control.



One of the people pushing for him to more aggressively counter public doubts about his health was Jen O'Malley Dillon, his campaign chair. Within days, Democratic governors were summoned to the White House for a meeting, and a campaign rally was scheduled in Wisconsin.



Though Ms. O'Malley Dillon is not a member of the innermost Biden circle -- a space reserved for family members and 
aides who have spent decades with the president
 -- she has emerged in this political crisis as the central figure keeping the Biden campaign on track and driving it forward.



She is involved in every element of the campaign's strategy and tactics, except the most important question: Should Mr. Biden remain in the race at all?



"She doesn't have any doubt about whether he should continue," said Ron Klain, Mr. Biden's former White House chief of staff, who returned to the campaign to lead the president's debate preparations. "Her advice is focused on how to move the campaign forward effectively."



While the title of campaign manager is still held by Julie Chavez Rodriguez, who helped start Mr. Biden's re-election effort last year, Ms. O'Malley Dillon has been the functional head of his bid since 
early this year
, serving as the chief conduit to top donors and political allies. She and Jeff Zients, the White House chief of staff, were the only two staff members in 
Mr. Biden's meeting last week
 with Democratic governors.



Disdainful of the press and focused on the campaign's internal tasks, Ms. O'Malley Dillon has long been known as someone who places a high value on loyalty and competence -- and who does not confuse one for the other. She declined to be interviewed and has rarely consented to on-the-record interviews.



In 
her lone extended interview
 since taking over Mr. Biden's campaign, she told the news site Puck days before the debate that she had little doubt about the result of the November election.



"Joe Biden is going to win, period," she said.



Since the debate, Ms. O'Malley Dillon has taken to putting her name on the Biden campaign's daily morning all-staff email, which sends the day's instructions to organizers in battleground states and provides updates about the thinking of senior leadership at headquarters in Wilmington, Del.



In one email last week, she and Ms. Chavez Rodriguez told campaign employees that the polling for Mr. Biden was not as bad as the news media was portraying it, highlighted the campaign's latest fund-raising numbers, and asked the staff to amplify the latest television advertisement.



"She is making sure that every member of staff has a clear window about the imperatives of the moment," said Michael Tyler, the campaign's communications director. "She understands the need for everybody to be on the same page now."



Rarely known to be Pollyannaish amid political turmoil, Ms. O'Malley Dillon is not seen by former colleagues as someone who would suggest any course to Mr. Biden beyond remaining in the race.




Ms. O'Malley Dillon has pushed for Mr. Biden to more aggressively counter public doubts about his health. 




Michael LaRosa, a former press secretary for Jill Biden, the first lady, said he believed Ms. O'Malley Dillon was not blind to Mr. Biden's political doldrums or his family's insistence that he remain in the race.



"She sees the writing on the wall," Mr. LaRosa said. "She also knows how he and his family see the reality of the situation."



Ms. O'Malley Dillon, 47, is a Boston-born veteran of Democratic politics. She has worked for every Democratic presidential nominee since Al Gore in 2000, except for Hillary Clinton -- and 
she briefly volunteered in New Hampshire for Bill Clinton's re-election campaign
 in 1996.



She worked on both of Barack Obama's presidential campaigns but didn't enter the Biden orbit until March 2020, 
when she was brought on to professionalize
 what had been a ragtag operation that was nevertheless on the cusp of seizing the Democratic nomination. After he won, 
she became a deputy chief of staff
 in the White House.



Earlier in the 2020 campaign cycle, she had moved her husband and three children to El Paso to run former Representative Beto O'Rourke's presidential campaign.



There, according to a person who was involved with the campaign, she clashed with the candidate and brooked little internal dissent as his campaign struggled. She tried to persuade Mr. O'Rourke to appear more presidential with his clothing choices, and to deliver a less improvisational stump speech than he had been accustomed to giving during his House and Senate campaigns in Texas.



"She is one of the hardest-working people," Mr. O'Rourke said in an interview on Monday. "She's incredibly dedicated, fiercely loyal and when she's in, she's all in."



Being all in for Mr. Biden at this moment means pushing the campaign through calls from fellow Democrats to end his campaign and allow someone else to be the party's nominee against former President Donald J. Trump.



But few people know better than Ms. O'Malley Dillon the ins and outs of the party's rules that make Mr. Biden, having won nearly all of the delegates during primary season, all but impossible to dislodge without his consent.



Among other roles, she is a former executive director of the Democratic National Committee. And when the party's leaders split into competing factions supporting Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders after Mr. Trump's 2016 victory, Ms. O'Malley Dillon was appointed to lead a committee responsible for rewriting the presidential nominating rules, which ultimately clipped the power long held by convention superdelegates.



Larry Cohen, a Sanders acolyte who served as co-chairman of the committee with Ms. O'Malley Dillon, said she was probably aware now that Mr. Biden needs to hold on until July 19. That is when the Rules Committee of the Democratic National Convention will meet to formalize a date before Aug. 7 for the party to formally nominate Mr. Biden -- two weeks before the convention begins in Chicago.



"She knows the rules, she knows the process," Mr. Cohen said on Monday. "She knows that even a week from now will likely be too late if he doesn't step out this week. And he'll outlast it."



After helping Mr. Obama win re-election, Ms. O'Malley Dillon started Precision Strategies, a Washington political shop that took on corporate clients including General Electric and IBM as well as major labor unions.



In 2015, she was a lead strategist for Canada's Liberal Party when Justin Trudeau was elected prime minister for the first time.



That October, Ms. O'Malley Dillon wrote 
a victory-lap recap
 of her firm's work for Mr. Trudeau's party under the headline: "Lessons for 2016 From North of the Border." She wrote about an organizing structure and voter-contact campaign imported from the Obama team to Canadian politics.



But she also addressed the importance of running an optimistic campaign that wasn't focused solely on being negative about one's opponent.



"Take note, Donald Trump," she wrote. "While mean-spirited and pessimistic rhetoric may play to the base early on, optimism almost always wins out in the end."



Almost.



Rebecca Davis O'Brien
 contributed reporting.
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As Biden Struggles, the Fight for the House Takes On New Importance



Only four seats separate Democrats from the House majority, making the chamber a potential bulwark against complete Republican control. But gaining even a handful of seats will be difficult.



By Jonathan Weisman


Jul 10, 2024


With President Biden struggling to right his listing re-election campaign, Democrats and Republicans are closely watching how the presidential contest is affecting races farther down the ballot.



And no contest could prove more consequential than the razor-close battle for control of the House.



Only four seats separate the Democratic Party from House control, a number still within the party's grasp, even with the president's struggles. But unless the party can turn around its bid to hold the White House, even that small hill could prove steep.



"This is a monumental election coming in November," said Yevgeny Vindman, a retired Army colonel who helped blow the whistle on former President Donald J. Trump's attempt to strong-arm the president of Ukraine into investigating Mr. Biden, and who is now the Democrats' choice to hold Virginia's most closely drawn House seat. "Really the best chances Democrats have are in the House of Representatives."



Mr. Biden's disastrous debate performance last month and the ensuing chaos at the top of the Democratic ticket have brought the battle for the House into sharp focus. That is because losing the White House would almost certainly cost Democrats the Senate as well.



It is simple math: For Democrats to hold the Senate, they would have to successfully defend every one of their contested seats, not only in the swing states of Michigan, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Nevada and Arizona, but also in the solidly Republican states of Ohio and Montana. Even then, with the West Virginia seat being vacated by Senator Joe Manchin III all but ceded, the party would have to win the presidency to break a 50-50 tie, or beat a Republican incumbent in the Republican states of Florida, Missouri or Texas.



Political prognosticators closely watching the House are not counting Democrats out, though they give Republicans a slight edge in retaining the speaker's gavel. If 
major Democratic donors pull back from Mr. Biden
, a rush of support could come to embattled House candidates.



The nonpartisan Cook Political Report on Tuesday moved six states toward Mr. Trump in its presidential predictions, including Arizona and Nevada, which feature key House and Senate races. But it notably did not shift any congressional races toward Republicans.



"From the limited data we've seen, there hasn't been a significant shift" toward either party since the debate, said Erin Covey, the Cook Report's House political analyst. Mr. Biden, she said, "was already a drag on House Democrats, from the beginning."



She continued, "For a lot of voters, the age issue was already priced in."



Kyle D. Kondik, an election forecaster at the University of Virginia's Center for Politics, was more favorable to Republicans.



"I don't really view the presidential race as a coin flip anymore, and if you believe that, you probably have to apply that to the House too," he said, giving Republicans the edge to hold control.



Republicans are sensing a shift, especially in districts represented by freshman Democrats without a strong identity separate from Mr. Biden, or in districts with relatively unknown Democratic challengers.




Laurie Buckhout, a Republican candidate in North Carolina and Washington's choice, won her primary despite efforts by Democrats to influence the contest.




One Republican, Laurie Buckhout, a combat-tested retired Army colonel in North Carolina, is challenging just such a Democrat, Don Davis, a freshman representative who has said he has charted a course independent of the president in his swing district but may not be known well enough to elude Mr. Biden's unpopularity.



"When it comes to the big questions and the big votes, he aligns himself with Biden," Ms. Buckhout said. "I think the biggest issue has been the Biden presidency."



The National Republican Congressional Committee has reserved millions of dollars in advertising time in districts like Representative Jahana Hayes's in Connecticut, which Mr. Biden won by 11 percentage points, and Representative Gabe Vasquez's in New Mexico, which the president won by seven points.



Each side can still point to advantages. For Democrats, it is the nine endangered Republican seats in three 
blue states -- California
, New York and New Jersey -- which will not figure in the presidential race. Democratic incumbents in districts that Mr. Trump won in 2020, such as Representatives Jared Golden of Maine, Marcy Kaptur of Ohio, Matt Cartwright of Pennsylvania and Mary Peltola of Alaska, have proven themselves capable of winning, even in strong Republican years.



Mr. Golden and Representative Marie Gluesenkamp Perez, a freshman Democrat in a Washington district that Mr. Trump won, have each taken the unusual step of predicting a victory for Mr. Trump in November.



"We all saw what we saw, you can't undo that," Ms. 
Gluesenkamp Perez told a local news broadcaster
. "The truth is, I think, is that Biden is going to lose to Trump. I know that's difficult, but I think the damage has been done by that debate."



Ms. Peltola, facing questions over her continued support for Mr. Biden, said on Monday that she was avoiding Washington this week, despite a weeklong House session. Instead, a spokesman said, she will be "putting up fish with family to fill freezers for the winter."



Still, the map slightly favors Republicans to maintain their narrow -- and sometimes chaotic -- grasp on power, according to House watchers. Mr. Kondik, the election forecaster, 
rates just nine Republican-held seats and nine Democratic seats
 as pure tossups (the 
Cook Political Report puts it at 11 each
).



But Mr. Biden's eroding stature in districts on Long Island in New York and in Central Valley in California may be putting a Democratic comeback in jeopardy.



Beyond the pure tossups, about a dozen Democratic seats are rated as tenuously leaning toward the incumbent party; Republicans must hold only about eight seats tenuously controlled by the G.O.P.



One of those Democratic seats is the one in Virginia occupied by Representative Abigail Spanberger, who is leaving it to run for governor. The Republican candidate for the seat, Derrick Anderson, a former special forces officer with tours in Iraq and Afghanistan, has been taunting his Democratic opponent, Mr. Vindman, to state where he stands on Mr. Biden's candidacy.



The district "deserves the truth and real leadership," Mr. Anderson posted on social media Tuesday. "But Vindman hasn't said a word about whether Biden should still be president."



Republicans say the president's struggles are shoring up the party's ability to hold on to seats in districts Mr. Biden won in 2020, while putting new ones into play, like Representative Eric Sorensen's Democratic district in Northern Illinois, which Mr. Biden won by 10 points in 2020 but where he now holds only the narrowest of leads, 
according to Republican polling
.



For their part, Democrats are keeping their heads down and focusing on local issues far apart from the rancorous debate over Mr. Biden's viability. In a longtime Democratic district outside Portland, Ore., Republicans 
caught a break in 2022
, when a left-wing Democrat, Jamie McLeod-Skinner, beat the moderate Democratic incumbent, Kurt Schrader, in a primary. Ms. McLeod-Skinner then 
lost narrowly to a Republican, Lori Chavez-DeRemer
, who flipped the seat in the general election.



This time, the Democratic establishment's choice, 
Janelle Bynum, a state representative, easily beat Ms. McLeod-Skinner
 in the primary to take on Ms. Chavez-DeRemer, a politician she has beaten before.




Janelle Bynum, an Oregon state representative and the Democratic establishment choice, won her House primary despite Republican attempts to boost her opponent.




"I've never been concerned with the top of the ticket," Ms. Bynum said in an interview. "I think I've developed a reputation in the state as a person who produces results. It's the fundamentals of lawmaking what neither Lori Chavez-DeRemer or any other candidate has been able to match."



Democrats still say their House candidates are simply better than their Republican competitors and can outperform Mr. Biden, just as 
Democratic candidates for the Senate are running well ahead of the president
. The poll trumpeted by Republicans as showing Mr. Biden's erosion of support in Northern Illinois also shows the House Democrat in the district, Mr. Sorenson, nine points ahead of his Republican challenger.



"Democrats run common-sense, independent-minded candidates who are focused on kitchen table issues," said Viet Shelton, a spokesman for the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee. "Meanwhile Republicans run extremists."



What is for certain in this election, with such a narrow battlefield, is that the races will grow even more fierce and expensive. In Virginia, Mr. Vindman was able to raise more than $5 million for a 
Democratic primary that he cruised
 through last month. That left him with $1.3 million in cash, far more than his Republican opponent.



For all the focus on Mr. Biden, the wild card in some districts may be Mr. Trump. In Northern Virginia, it may be the former president's stated plans to 
convert large swaths of the federal work force
 into political appointments, serving at the whim of the president and not subject to civil service rules that now protect most federal workers from political interference. Such issues might glaze the eyes of most voters, but in Virginia's Seventh District, in the far suburbs of Washington, where 59,000 voters are in the federal work force, Mr. Trump's plans for the government may matter -- a lot.



"This idea of purity tests for civil servants?" Mr. Vindman said. "I'd say a majority of people will be concerned."
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White House Memo



Biden Tries to Silence His Doubters by Lashing Out at the 'Elite'



President Biden is pushing back against those who say he is not up to the job.




President Biden came out swinging this week after failing to convince many Democrats that he should stay in the race.




By Peter Baker


Jul 10, 2024


He was the favorite of the Democratic Party elite. He had been around for decades, knew everyone who was anyone, was a regular habitue of Sunday talk shows and appeared to be the safest choice to take on President Donald J. Trump.



Four years later, President Biden is now aggressively attacking the establishment that once formed the core of his support, deriding the "elites," the pollsters, the pundits, the donors and balky members of his party while making himself out to be the victim of unfair persecution. "I don't care what those big names think," he declared this week.



As he faces perhaps the most perilous moment of his political career, Mr. Biden has switched from defense to offense, taking a page out of his predecessor's playbook to try to quash an internal uprising over his age and capacity. Rather than just try to show that he is up to the job, Mr. Biden has opted to push back against those who say he is not. Reassurance did not work. But recriminations might.



"He has to show he's a fighter; that's critical," said Cornell Belcher, a Democratic pollster who worked on Barack Obama's presidential campaigns. "They see him as weak, not strong, which is connected to being too old," Mr. Belcher said, referring to voters. He added, "In an odd way, this fight might help him."



The problem for Mr. Biden is that the doubts about his continued candidacy are not, in fact, only held by elites, pundits and donors. In interviews and surveys, many Democratic voters have made clear they share the uncertainty about Mr. Biden's ability to beat Mr. Trump in the fall, or serve another four years as president until the age of 86.



A poll by The New York Times and Siena College after Mr. Biden's June 27 debate with Mr. Trump found Democratic voters split right down the middle, with 48 percent saying Mr. Biden should stay in the race and 47 percent saying they would prefer another candidate.




Supporters of Mr. Biden holding signs of encouragement as he made his way to a campaign event in New York last month. The president has held several events in front of friendly crowds since the June debate prompted widespread Democratic concerns.




But the president's approach has rubbed some of his allies the wrong way. Paul Begala, a longtime party strategist and former adviser to President Bill Clinton who calls himself "a Biden Democrat," expressed frustration on Tuesday that the president and his team had gone after Democrats like David Axelrod, a former senior adviser to Mr. Obama, who have been outspoken about their concerns about the president.



"In my list of villains, Donald Trump is a bigger villain than David Axelrod, OK?" Mr. Begala said on CNN. "I'm really tired of them attacking Democrats of good faith who are really worried that Biden will cost us the House, the Senate and the White House. I guess I'd give them that advice: If you want to unite your party, try attacking Trump a little bit instead of these mythical Democratic elites."



Former Representative Tom Malinowski of New Jersey, who has been staying in touch with his former House colleagues, said the debate about Mr. Biden's future should be conducted in "a thoughtful, respectful" way. Once the decision was made, he said, Democrats needed to be unified to stop "a liar, dictator-loving sociopath" from becoming president.



"I get what he's doing," Mr. Malinowski said of Mr. Biden. "Some of the discourse you see online is not very thoughtful or respectful. It obviously needs to be totally respectful of him but also of those in the party who disagree about the best way to protect his legacy."



Mr. Biden came out swinging this week after failing to convince many Democrats that he should stay in the race given his confused performance at the debate. He seemed particularly frustrated that no one was taking his insistence that he is remaining a candidate as the final word on the matter.



His letter to congressional Democrats and a phone call into "Morning Joe" on MSNBC on Monday were meant to put an end to the internal debate over his future and to force the party to accept that he will still be their nominee. The effort seemed to slow the erosion for a while, heartening Mr. Biden's advisers.



But it did not end the matter. Representative Nancy Pelosi of California, the former speaker and one of Mr. Biden's most important Democratic allies, went on the same television show on Wednesday morning and spoke as if she did not consider Mr. Biden's statement to be definitive. "It's up to the president to decide if he is going to run," she said. "We're all encouraging him to make that decision. Because time is running short."




Most senior Democrats in the House and Senate have avoided public calls for Mr. Biden to step aside in the race. Representative Nancy Pelosi of California, the former speaker, has been circumspect.




The actor George Clooney, weighed in with an opinion essay in The New York Times on Wednesday, just weeks after hosting a lavish, 
record-setting fund-raiser
 for the president in Los Angeles.



"It's devastating to say it, but the Joe Biden I was with three weeks ago at the fund-raiser was not the Joe 'big F-ing deal' Biden of 2010," Mr. Clooney wrote. "He wasn't even the Joe Biden of 2020. He was the same man we all witnessed at the debate."



Mr. Biden's feisty tone this week was part instinct and part strategy. A graduate of the University of Delaware and Syracuse University's law school, Mr. Biden has long had a chip on his shoulder about Ivy Leaguers and others he perceives to be elite, even as he assiduously worked for decades to be part of their club in Washington.



Even in the past three and a half years, sitting in the Oval Office, he has nursed resentments toward those he believed underestimated him. He is still upset at newspapers that endorsed rivals during the 2020 Democratic primaries and commentators who doubted his ability to pass major bills that, in many cases, he did eventually sign into law.



Encouraged by his staff, Mr. Biden has convinced himself that the prognosticators were wrong about elections in 2020, 2022 and 2023, and therefore they are wrong again when they predict disaster for a Biden-led ticket this fall.



That he chose to go on "Morning Joe" to criticize elites, of course, carried its own irony, one that he seemed to recognize in the middle of his denunciation. "I'm getting so frustrated by the elites -- now I'm not talking about you guys -- the elites in the party, 'Oh, they know so much more,'" he said.



Karine Jean-Pierre, the White House press secretary, said Mr. Biden's combativeness was second nature. "It really, truly is who he is, at his core, to fight -- to fight not just for himself but what he believes in," she told a briefing. "And he has seen this over and over again: People count him out. People say he's not going to win. People say, you know, all of the negative things that they want to put at his feet, and he proves them wrong over and over again."




"It really, truly is who he is, at his core, to fight," said Karine Jean-Pierre, the White House press secretary.




His tone has been reflected, even previewed, by his campaign operation, which from the early days in the debate backlash began blitzing out emails and fund-raising appeals assailing the Democratic "bed-wetting brigade" and the various left-leaning columnists and editorialists who have called for him to drop out.



"President Biden and his team are exhibiting the only posture that they can if he's to stay in this race -- which is vehement, absolute statements about where the campaign stands," said Bill Burton, a Democratic strategist and former deputy press secretary to Mr. Obama. "Otherwise, the media will look at any half-step backward as a signal that the whole thing is done."



But some of Mr. Biden's allies say he risks alienating the very people he needs to win the race. "President Biden would surely agree that unity is not something you just declare," said Adam Green, co-founder of the Progressive Change Campaign Committee, which has worked closely with the White House on economic messaging.



"Lots of everyday voters and down-ballot Democrats who need to win for the sake of democracy still want to see this president vigorously fight Trump and Project 2025," he added. "Biden should relish the challenge -- saying 'watch me,' not 'shame on you' or 'this conversation is done.'"
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Judge Suggests He Is Likely to Dismiss Giuliani's Bankruptcy Case



If the judge follows through, it would allow creditors to pursue foreclosures, repossessions and lawsuits that have been on hold as Rudolph Giuliani sought the protection of bankruptcy law.




Rudolph W. Giuliani has never provided the court a full picture of his net worth, despite his obligation in bankruptcy proceedings to do so.




By Eileen Sullivan


Jul 10, 2024


A federal judge on Wednesday said he was leaning toward dismissing Rudolph W. Giuliani's request for bankruptcy protection after months in which the former New York mayor ignored court filing deadlines and evaded questions about his finances.



Should the judge follow through and dismiss the case, it would allow creditors to pursue foreclosures, repossessions and lawsuits that have been on hold for over six months as Mr. Giuliani, who served as a personal lawyer for former President Donald J. Trump, sought the protection of bankruptcy law.



In his latest shift in legal strategy, Mr. Giuliani himself asked the court in a filing on Wednesday morning, just minutes before a scheduled hearing, to dismiss his bankruptcy petition, which he filed after being held liable for $148 million in damages for defaming two Georgia election workers.



"I'm leaning toward dismissal, frankly, because I am concerned that the past is prologue," Judge Sean H. Lane of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court in the Southern District of New York said at the hearing, adding that he believed Mr. Giuliani's lack of transparency with the court would continue.



Mr. Giuliani 
filed for bankruptcy in December
, after a federal jury awarded the damages to the election workers, Ruby Freeman and Shaye Moss.



His main goal in bankruptcy was to hold off paying them without having to post a bond while he appealed the judgment. But the bankruptcy court did not allow him to do this.



If his bankruptcy case is dismissed, Mr. Giuliani can appeal the  damage award to a federal appeals court in Washington, but would have to put up a $148 million bond to temporarily keep Ms. Freeman and Ms. Moss from collecting.



In court documents, Mr. Giuliani has disclosed that he owes nearly $153 million to about 20 people and businesses, including what he owes to Ms. Freeman and Ms. Moss. He has listed about $11 million in assets, most of which come from two properties he owns in New York and Palm Beach, Fla.



Mr. Giuliani has never provided the court a full picture of his net worth, despite his obligation in bankruptcy proceedings to do so. In many cases he has ignored filing deadlines, and what he has provided has been inconsistent and incomplete.



Lawyers for the creditors asked the court to appoint a trustee to take over all of Mr. Giuliani's finances while investigators continue their search for hidden assets. The creditors' committee has aggressively subpoenaed him and others he does business with.



Over the last three weeks, Mr. Giuliani has significantly changed his legal strategy.



On June 17, he asked the court for a second extension to file his reorganization plan -- the key document in Chapter 11 bankruptcy proceedings that the debtor must file to map out how he plans to pay off his debts and start over.



On July 1, he filed a motion to switch gears and liquidate his assets and hand over control of his personal and business finances to an independent trustee. And on Wednesday, he asked the court to dismiss his case altogether.



"These successive filings are completely incongruous and evidence the actions of a frantic debtor who knows the jig is almost up," lawyers for the creditors wrote in a court filing on Monday -- just days before Mr. Giuliani changed course again.



Rachel Strickland, a lawyer representing the interests of Ms. Freeman and Ms. Moss in their defamation case, said continued delay tactics by Mr. Giuliani could reach the point where he could be accused of knowingly and fraudulently hiding details about his finances, which could constitute a bankruptcy crime.



"So unless your honor wants to entertain putting America's mayor in prison," Ms. Strickland said in court, adding the relevant criminal statute, "I suggest you throw the case out."



Mr. Giuliani, who attended the meeting remotely, tried to inject his voice into the exchange.



"Your honor, this is Rudolph Giuliani," he said, cutting Judge Lane off midsentence. The judge asked him to wait to speak when it was appropriate. But Mr. Giuliani interrupted him again, saying such comments about prison were "highly defamatory."



Judge Lane threatened to mute his microphone if Mr. Giuliani did not stop.



If the judge dismisses the bankruptcy case, Ms. Freeman and Ms. Moss will move forward on collecting what he owes them, going after his bank accounts and taking steps to set liens against his personal belongings and condos in New York and Florida.



Once dismissed, Mr. Giuliani's other creditors could proceed with suits against him in state court. They include 
Dominion Voting Systems
, which has accused Mr. Giuliani of 
peddling falsehoods
 about it after the 2020 election, and 
Noelle Dunphy
, a former employee of Mr. Giuliani who claims he harassed and assaulted her.



Ms. Dunphy's lawyer, Justin T. Kelton, said she would do just that.



"She will continue pursuing her claims in court, and we look forward to the day when we can present this case to a jury," he said.



Mr. Giuliani faces other legal troubles, including criminal charges in Georgia and Arizona for his efforts to overturn the 2020 election while working as Mr. Trump's lawyer.
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Harris Sharpens Her Attacks on Trump



The vice president told a crowd of roughly 20,000 in Dallas that former President Donald J. Trump had said he would terminate the Constitution in a second term.




Vice President Kamala Harris in Dallas on Wednesday. With an increasing number of Democrats questioning whether President Biden can and should serve another four years, she has been more explicit about the dangers she sees in a Trump second term.




By Zolan Kanno-Youngs


Jul 10, 2024


Vice President Kamala Harris stepped up her attacks on former President Donald J. Trump on Wednesday as she said in Dallas that Mr. Trump would round up his political enemies, deport 
peaceful protesters
 and terminate the Constitution in a second term.



"Consider: Donald Trump has openly vowed if re-elected he'll be a dictator on day one, that he will weaponize the Department of Justice against his political enemies, round up peaceful protesters and throw them out of our country and even, and even and I quote, 'terminate' the United States Constitution," Ms. Harris said.



Ms. Harris has been harshly critical of Mr. Trump in the past, but at campaign events in the last two days, as an 
increasing number of Democrats question
 whether President Biden has the ability to beat Mr. Trump in November and the acuity to serve another four years, she has been far more explicit about the dangers she sees in a Trump second term. Ms. Harris has emerged as a top replacement for Mr. Biden at the top of the Democratic ticket should he drop out of the race.



In Dallas, Ms. Harris tried to attach Mr. Trump to 
Project 2025,
 a policy and staffing blueprint assembled by dozens of conservative groups for the next Republican administration. Among the platform proposals include replacing many federal civil servant jobs with political appointees who would be loyal to the president.



Ms. Harris accused Mr. Trump of adopting the project, which would shrink the Department of Education and cut programs like Head Start, the federal program for preschool children from low-income families.



"Let us be clear, this represents an outright attack on our children, our families and our future," Ms. Harris told roughly 20,000 people at an event for Alpha Kappa Alpha, a historically Black sorority of which Ms. Harris is a member.



Project 2025, which is led by the conservative Heritage Foundation, is not Mr. Trump's official campaign platform, and the former president has recently sought to distance himself from it. But the plans were developed by some of Mr. Trump's former advisers who are likely to be involved in a potential second term, and many of the policies in Project 2025 mirror Mr. Trump's official platform, Agenda 47.



In a statement, Danielle Alvarez, a spokeswoman for the Trump campaign, accused "Team Biden" of "fear-mongering because they have NOTHING else to offer the American people."



With Mr. Biden mired in controversy after his disastrous debate performance two weeks ago, Mr. Trump has increasingly taken aim at Ms. Harris. Mr. Trump has dubbed her "Laffin' Kamala Harris" and intentionally mispronounces her name at campaign events. Ms. Harris's recent sharp rebukes of Mr. Trump come to the relief of many Democrats who felt she was 
too cautious and scripted
 when 
she first came to the White House.



But while political momentum is building for Ms. Harris, she 
is also navigating a difficult balancing act
 in not spotlighting the messaging limitations of her boss.



On Wednesday in Dallas, the crowd gasped when Ms. Harris first mentioned Mr. Trump's name about midway through her speech. She noted that he had appointed three justices to the Supreme Court who joined the majority in overturning Roe v. Wade.



Sonia Southerland, a 69-year-old member of the sorority, said she was struck by how Ms. Harris explained the stakes of the election, specifically his potential plans for a second term.



"We can take that message back to our communities," Ms. Southerland said, "back to our families, back to our big and little girls, and help them to understand what is happening in this country at this moment."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/10/us/politics/kamala-harris-donald-trump.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




NEWS Analysis



Pelosi and Others Try a New Tack With Biden: Is That Your Final Answer?



A defiant and angry president says he is not going anywhere. Some Democrats are trying to appeal to another side of the politician, who has been a realist about his political fortunes before.




President Biden's viability as a candidate against former President Donald J. Trump is under threat, and it has brought out a stubborn side that is as key to his political brand as resilience.




By Katie Rogers


Jul 10, 2024


Anger has not worked. Fear has not worked. Panic has not worked. Bluntness has not worked. Sadness has not worked. Concern has not worked.



Elected Democrats and donors have been all over the emotional map this week as they scrutinize the state of President Biden's viability as a candidate against former President Donald J. Trump, trying everything from directly pleading with him to drop out of the race to freaking out in silence. All of it has only gotten Mr. Biden's Irish up, as he would say, igniting a stubbornness that is as 
key to his political brand
 as resilience.



But on Wednesday, Representative Nancy Pelosi, the former House speaker -- and one of the few elected Democrats whose opinion the president actually cares about -- tried another tack: She telegraphed not panic but respect, in hopes of appealing to the Joe Biden who has taken a breath and stepped aside in the past -- not the Joe Biden who is currently staring down his party, daring Democrats to try to force him away from an office he spent decades pursuing.



"He's beloved, he is respected, and people want him to make that decision, not me," Ms. Pelosi said on "Morning Joe," the president's 
favorite news show
. "I want him to do whatever he decides to do, and that's the way it is."



Ms. Pelosi's comments, as delicately as they were delivered, were still striking -- and indeed stunned several White House officials who were watching her on live television.



Mr. Biden had
, 
after all, already said in a letter on Monday that he was in his final presidential race to win it. Ms. Pelosi's comments, stressing that "time is running short" for him to make a final decision, made it clear that the discussion was not over.




President Biden with Representative Nancy Pelosi in 2022. She said on Wednesday, "He's beloved, he is respected, and people want him to make that decision, not me."




She signaled to the president, who watches "Morning Joe" religiously and called into the program on Monday, that Democrats will have more to say after he holds a high-stakes news conference at the NATO summit on Thursday.



After her appearance
, Ms. Pelosi tried to shut down any suggestion that her interview was meant to push Mr. Biden aside. But her initial comments showed she understands how Mr. Biden thinks.



Calls by congressional Democrats for him to step aside have continued in recent days despite Mr. Biden's attempted clampdown, including from Peter Welch of Vermont on Wednesday, the first U.S. senator to make the move.



"For the good of the country," he 
wrote in an opinion essay
 for The Washington Post, "I'm calling on President Biden to withdraw from the race."



The unrest in Congress, coupled with panic from 
Hollywood donors
 who fear a Biden candidacy is a losing one, has made Mr. Biden angrier over what he feels is disloyalty, according to people who have spoken recently with him. (They, like several others interviewed for this article, spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations about the president.)



Those calls have fueled a sense of defiance and a feeling that he is yet again being counted out, that he is the only person who can beat Mr. Trump, and that he understands the true pulse of the Democratic Party over the 
urging of well-heeled elites
.



Mr. Biden's most vocal supporters in the party, including Senator John Fetterman of Pennsylvania, have reflected Mr. Biden's view, stressing that the president is the only person who has ever beaten Mr. Trump and should therefore stay in the race. Mr. Biden also has the support of lawmakers who are members of the influential 
Congressional Black Caucus
. Representative Steven Horsford, Democrat of Nevada, has called Mr. Biden 
"fit to serve."



In fact, Mr. Biden's advisers have shrugged off many of the loudest voices against him. Julian Castro? Dropped out of the presidential race in January 2020. Senator Michael Bennet of Colorado? He ended his presidential campaign a month later. David Axelrod? The "Pod Save America" bros? They were President Obama's aides, operatives who worked for a cerebral, cool-guy president and never understood the world according to the scrappy kid from Scranton.



"Joe Biden has been an extraordinary president," Jon Lovett, one of Mr. Obama's former speechwriters -- and a host of "Pod Save America" -- 
wrote on X
 on Wednesday. "Statesman. Hero."



"But it's hard to deny that in the two weeks since the debate," Mr. Lovett added, "it's the arrogant and small Joe Biden we've seen most -- hanging on, bragging, defensive, angry, weak."



Amid all that heat, Ms. Pelosi's words seemed designed to give Mr. Biden some air, and, perhaps, time to consult with the side of himself that has struggled with when to fight and when to fold. She has seen him do this before. She was first elected to Congress in 1987, the same year that Mr. Biden decided to end his first run for the presidency after a plagiarism scandal.



"There's only one way to stop the sharks," one of Mr. Biden's closest advisers, 
Ted Kaufman
, told him at the time, "and that's pull out." Mr. Biden did.




Some other senior Democrats have made similarly cautious statements. Senator Tim Kaine said on Wednesday, "I have complete confidence that Joe Biden will do the patriotic thing for the country. And he's going to make that decision."




Ms. Pelosi was House minority leader when Mr. Biden, then the vice president, stood in the White House Rose Garden next to Mr. Obama in October 2015, months after his son Beau died. That day, he said, time had simply run out. Mr. Obama's embrace of Hillary Clinton as the anointed Democratic nominee was also a factor in Mr. Biden's exit from the race, another rebuff that the Bidens and the people closest to them have not forgotten.



"Unfortunately, I believe we're out of time," Mr. Biden 
said
 that day. "The time necessary to mount a winning campaign for the nomination. But while I will not be a candidate, I will not be silent."



Now, Ms. Pelosi is seen by people in regular contact with the president as one of the few who could persuade him to step aside. So far, she and all of those crucial lawmakers -- a small group that includes Senator Chuck Schumer of New York and Representative James E. Clyburn of South Carolina -- have so far held the line, buying him breathing room and offering public support as the tide of Democratic panic rises.



"As I have made clear repeatedly publicly and privately, I support President Biden and remain committed to ensuring Donald Trump is defeated in November," Mr. Schumer said on Wednesday.



Mr. Clyburn, too, punted Mr. Biden's decision back to him on Wednesday. "I have no idea," Mr. Clyburn told reporters when asked whether he thought Mr. Biden's decision to remain in the race was final. "You'll have to ask him."



In a story that has seemed to shift hour by hour, some other Democratic lawmakers have appeared to follow Ms. Pelosi's lead, focusing not on the widespread anger or fear within their party but on Mr. Biden's past decisions to put his country first.



One appeal, from Senator Tim Kaine of Virginia, seemed to be speaking directly to the version of Mr. Biden who has been a realist about his political fortunes before.



"I have complete confidence that Joe Biden will do the patriotic thing for the country," Mr. Kaine said. "And he's going to make that decision. He's never disappointed me. He's always put patriotism and the country ahead of himself, and I'm going to respect the decision he makes."



The question now, some concerned allies of the president said on Wednesday, is not which version of Mr. Biden hears the message, but whether there are two versions of him still listening at all.
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Lawyer for Menendez Calls the Bribery Case Against Him 'Painfully Thin'



Senator Robert Menendez's lawyers finished a six-hour closing statement on Wednesday afternoon.




Senator Robert Menendez was just doing his job when he helped constituents, his lawyer told the jury.




By Maria Cramer and Maia Coleman


Jul 10, 2024


During a closing argument that stretched for nearly six hours over two days, a lawyer for Senator Robert Menendez tried to take apart the vast and complicated case that prosecutors spent weeks building against his client, calling it "painfully thin."



Mr. Menendez, a New Jersey Democrat who is being tried alongside two businessmen, has been indicted on 16 felony counts, including bribery, extortion, obstruction of justice, acting as a foreign agent and conspiracy.



Prosecutors have shown jurors hundreds of text messages, emails, bank records and photographs of nearly half a million dollars in cash and gold bars that were found in the Englewood Cliffs, N.J., home of Mr. Menendez, 70, and his wife Nadine, 57. The couple received the gifts between 2018 and 2022 in exchange for political favors, the government says.



But Adam Fee, one of Mr. Menendez's lawyers, said in a closing argument on Wednesday that prosecutors had failed to connect any of that evidence to an act of bribery or corruption. Mr. Menendez's actions, such as calling government officials about investigations involving constituents or pushing for aid to Egypt, were part of his job.



"This case, it dies here today," Mr. Fee said. "Because they have failed to prove that very high standard that Bob's actions were anything other than what we want our elected officials to do."



Mr. Fee finished his marathon closing argument just before the lunchtime break, testing the patience of jurors, 
who had also withstood a five-hour summation from prosecutors.



Jurors had arrived looking alert and refreshed on Wednesday morning, but as the closing argument went on, some appeared to grow fatigued and restless.



Some fidgeted. Others looked at the clock. One juror's eyes were closed.Mr. Menendez expressed confidence in his defense team as he left Federal District Court in Manhattan on Wednesday afternoon.



"We have stripped away the government's false narratives and exposed their lies," he told reporters.



Since May 13, Mr. Menendez and his two co-defendants, Wael Hana and Fred Daibes, have sat in Courtroom 23A in Federal District Court in Manhattan, where prosecutors have outlined a large-scale bribery scheme. They accused the senator of using his position to aid Mr. Daibes with a bank fraud investigation against him and to help Mr. Hana protect a halal meat certification monopoly he received from the Egyptian government, among other favors.



At the center of that scheme, the government says, was Ms. Menendez, who was friends with both Mr. Hana and Mr. Daibes, a New Jersey real estate developer and a longtime ally of the senator. Federal prosecutors have portrayed her as an eager go-between, who texted and arranged meetings with Mr. Hana and Mr. Daibes in order to shield Mr. Menendez from suspicion.



In their opening statements, Mr. Menendez's lawyers shifted the blame to Ms. Menendez, casting her as an opportunist who took advantage of the fact that she and the senator lived largely separate lives to hide her financial problems and desire for luxuries from him. Mr. Hana and Mr. Daibes were not seeking political favors, according to the defense. They were helping her get cash and assets "any which way she could" as she kept Mr. Menendez "in the dark."



Ms. Menendez was also charged, but her trial has been postponed because she is undergoing treatment for breast cancer. She has pleaded not guilty.



Mr. Menendez's strategy of 
blaming his wife risked turning off jurors
, according to legal observers, and prosecutors accused the defense in their closing of making Ms. Menendez a scapegoat.



By the end of the trial, Mr. Menendez's lawyers had softened their descriptions of Ms. Menendez. In his closing, Mr. Fee called her a 
"vulnerable" woman who had not worked for years and in 2018 was trying to get out of an abusive, overlapping relationship with another man
, which briefly derailed her relationship with the senator.



When they got back together the next year, she kept her financial troubles from Mr. Menendez out of fear of losing him again, Mr. Fee said.



"She was trying to present an image that would make Bob stay with her," Mr. Fee said. "This is not us shifting blame to anyone. This is the truth."



During his closing, Paul M. Monteleoni, one of the federal prosecutors, reminded jurors of testimony by Jose Uribe, a former insurance broker who said that he agreed to buy Ms. Menendez a $60,000 Mercedes-Benz convertible in exchange for the senator's help quashing a state investigation into Mr. Uribe's trucking company.



During his testimony, Mr. Uribe, who has pleaded guilty, described a meeting in the patio of the Menendezes' home, when, he said, the senator rang a bell to call Ms. Menendez outside.



"He's not a puppet having his strings pulled by someone that he summons with a bell," Mr. Monteleoni said during his closing argument on Tuesday.



In his closing, Mr. Fee said the senator had no knowledge of the agreement between his wife and Mr. Uribe, whom he described as a liar who took advantage of Ms. Menendez's desperation.



Mr. Uribe wanted a meeting with Mr. Menendez in exchange for the Mercedes, which he got, but by Mr. Uribe's own admission, there was never a conversation about a quid pro quo, Mr. Fee said. "His testimony doesn't stand up," Mr. Fee said. "He helped disprove the charges."



Mr. Fee mentioned other government witnesses who, he argued, ended up helping Mr. Menendez's case. Philip R. Sellinger, New Jersey's top federal prosecutor, said he never felt Mr. Menendez was asking him to do "anything unethical or improper" when he talked to him about a criminal case against Mr. Daibes, Mr. Fee reminded jurors. And Ted McKinney, an official with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, said Menendez never threatened him or intimidated him during a brief phone call about Mr. Hana's meat monopoly.



Mr. Uribe, Mr. Fee said, was another witness whom prosecutors called but who ended up helping Mr. Menendez's case.



The defense doesn't have the burden of proving the case beyond a reasonable doubt, Mr. Fee said. "They do. But the evidence is on our side."



In his closing, Lawrence Lustberg, Mr. Hana's lawyer, said his client and Ms. Menendez had a rocky but close friendship -- they took care of each other through illnesses, sent each other holiday cards and gave each other gifts. 



The government failed to show that Mr. Hana had gotten anything in return for such gifts, a key element of proving bribery, Mr. Lustberg said. For example, he said, it was up to the Egyptian government, not Mr. Menendez, whether Mr. Hana kept his certification monopoly. 



"Not every action is criminal," Mr. Lustberg said. "Not every gift is a bribe."



He also noted that Mr. Hana fired Ms. Menendez from a consulting job he had given her -- a $10,000-a-month position that prosecutors said was part of the bribery scheme. 



But Ms. Menendez had scoffed at working eight hours a day and eventually Mr. Hana let her go, Mr. Lustberg said, asking the jury to consider whether those were the actions of someone engaged in bribery. 



Cesar de Castro, Mr. Daibes's lawyer, gave the last defense closing. He described Mr. Daibes as "an extremely generous" businessman with no children who gave gifts of gold and cash loans to friends. 



Mr. Menendez had been a friend of Mr. Daibes for more than 30 years and the developer had given the senator and his wife similar gifts to "cultivate" that friendship, Mr. de Castro said.



"You don't bribe a close friend," he said. 
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As Climate Toll Grows, FEMA Imposes Limits on Building in Flood Plains



New restrictions are meant to reduce damage during floods. The rules were first proposed in 2016, then the Trump administration scrapped them.




A home under construction on Harker's Island, N.C., last year.




By Christopher Flavelle


Jul 10, 2024


The Federal Emergency Management Agency will take new steps to ensure that the structures it funds -- including schools, hospitals, police stations, libraries, sewage treatment plants and bridges -- are protected from flooding.



The agency said Wednesday that projects constructed with FEMA money must be built in a way that prevents flood damage, whether by elevating them above the expected height of a flood or, if that's not feasible, by building in a safer location. The rule also makes it clear that building decisions must reflect risks now and also in the future, as climate change makes flooding more frequent and severe.



"We are going to be able to put a stop to the cycle of response and recovery, and rinse and repeat," Deanne Criswell, the FEMA administrator, said during a call with reporters.



The new rule will "enhance resilience in flood-prone communities, by taking future flood risk into consideration when we rebuild," she said.



Climate resilience experts have long called for FEMA, along with other federal agencies, to ensure that federal tax money isn't wasted on vulnerable projects.



Flood damage is likely to reach $40 billion in average annual losses this decade, according to Chad Berginnis, executive director of the Association of State Floodplain Managers.



"We're on this trajectory of losses doubling every decade, which should be scary as hell," Mr. Berginnis said. "We can't ignore this problem anymore."



The history of the new rule demonstrates the complicated politics of managing flood risks, as well as the slow pace of change when it comes to federal agencies.



FEMA first proposed the rule, called the Federal Flood Risk Management Standard, in 2016 during the Obama administration. The proposal generated intense opposition, particularly from homebuilders who warned that new restrictions would lead to higher construction costs, according to Roy Wright, who ran disaster mitigation programs for FEMA at the time.



Asked about the rule, a spokeswoman for the National Association of Home Builders pointed to comments that the group submitted to FEMA in December, in which it warned that the regulation would create confusion and urged its withdrawal.



A few months after Donald J. Trump became president, FEMA withdrew its proposal. When President Biden took office, he directed federal agencies to once again set rules to protect the projects they funded in flood zones. FEMA again began the process of drafting a rule.



"I am grateful to President Biden and the entire Biden-Harris administration for finally helping us get this across the line," Ms. Criswell said on Tuesday.



The new rule follows a Supreme Court decision last month that is expected to 
make it easier to challenge federal regulations
. Asked about the risk that the rule could be overturned, Ms. Criswell said that she believed her agency has the legal authority to impose the new standards.



Daniel Kaniewski, a former deputy administrator for resilience at FEMA, said the nearly decade-long process is a reminder that the federal government moves slowly, a challenge when it comes to a climate crisis that is quickly unfolding.



But Rob Moore, director of the flooding solutions team at the Natural Resources Defense Council, a nonprofit organization, said that FEMA has moved faster than most other federal agencies that are still building projects in ways that make them increasingly vulnerable to flood damage. The only other agency to issue a final rule on flood risks is the Department of Housing and Urban Development.



"We are spending a lot of money to build stuff that's washing away," Mr. Moore said. "We have to build for the world we're going to live in 50 or 60 years from tomorrow."
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Rising Frustration in Houston After Millions Lost Power in Storm



With outages expected to last days, a top state official promised to look into whether the utility company could have done more to prepare for Hurricane Beryl.




Fallen power lines littered the roads in Galveston after Hurricane Beryl hit the Texas coast on Monday.




By J. David Goodman and Ivan Penn


Jul 10, 2024


The sun felt hotter than usual in Houston this week, as millions of sweltering residents emerged from the rapid thrashing of Hurricane Beryl to face a prolonged power outage -- the largest ever seen by the city's utility, according to the state's lieutenant governor.



The outages from the storm affected as many as 2.7 million customers across the state, mostly in and around Houston. Despite a promise by the utility, CenterPoint Energy, to restore power to one million customers by the end of the day on Wednesday, large swaths of the nation's fourth-biggest city remained without power.



The scale of the outages raised questions about whether enough had been done to prepare the city, just 50 miles from the Gulf Coast, for the kinds of storms that climate scientists predict will arrive with greater frequency.



"For a Category 1 hurricane to result in over a million customer outages in its immediate aftermath demonstrates that there is plenty of need for the resiliency hardening investments," said Wei Du, an energy expert with PA Consulting and a former senior analyst and engineer for Con Edison.



Beryl was not a particularly strong storm when it made landfall early Monday. But the hurricane struck at the heart of Houston with a ferocity that toppled trees into power lines and that knocked over 10 transmission towers, officials said.



By late Tuesday, some 1.5 million of CenterPoint's customers still had no power -- and little sense of when it would return. Neighbors reported flickerings of light to each other on group chats, hoping for signs of progress. Many shared a map of 
open Whataburger locations
, suggesting that the fast-food chain was a better way to find out about available electricity service, compared with the spotty information released by the utility.



As the temperatures rose, so did many residents' anger.



"The response has been too slow," said Patricia Alexander, 79, who sat in a cooling center in northwest Houston to get a break from the heat inside the senior center where she lives. "The mayor said he was looking out for senior centers and that CenterPoint's teams were prioritizing senior facilities, but I don't believe it, because we don't have air-conditioning."




About 2.2 million customers -- 80 percent of the utility's customers in the Houston area -- lost power in the storm, a CenterPoint Energy spokesman said.




The sheer number of damaged lines accounted for the extent of the outages, which surpassed those during Hurricane Ike in 2008. After that storm, the utility described making efforts to better manage the vegetation around power lines.



Company officials said they had been surprised by the behavior of the storm, which initially was expected to strike further south but instead 
hit near Matagorda, Texas
, after strengthening somewhat and then spiraling north toward Houston.



"No one should have been surprised," said Dan Patrick, the state's lieutenant governor, who has been acting in place of Gov. Greg Abbott while he travels abroad.



Mr. Patrick said in a news conference that he wanted the utility to focus on restoring power, but that afterward the company would need to explain its preparations for the storm.



"If they made mistakes beforehand, then that will be addressed," Mr. Patrick said. "The real question is: Were they as prepared as they should be? And that's up to them to answer, and they will answer not only to the public but to the P.U.C.," he added, referring to the state's Public Utility Commission.



Texas officials have spent much of the past few years worrying about the vulnerability of the state's power grid to extreme cold after a failure during a winter storm in 2021.



But amid increasingly frequent extreme heat, the grid has also been tested in the summer, not just during storms but also on hot, cloudless days when energy demand is high.



"It's not just during a storm: Texas in general tends to have more outages on a blue sky day than other states," said Doug Lewin, an energy consultant and the author of the Texas Energy and Power newsletter. "We rank very poorly compared to other states. We've got a long way to go."



In CenterPoint's last three annual reports to federal regulators, including the most recent one in February, the utility said it had risks related to aging facilities. "Aging infrastructure may complicate our utility operations' ability to address climate change concerns and efforts to enhance resiliency and reliability," the company told the Securities and Exchange Commission.



A spokeswoman for CenterPoint said that the company had monitored Beryl's development and had prepared, but "a lot of the issues were just purely because the hurricane hit more intensely than we expected."



In particular, the company said, many of the outages occurred after trees fell on power lines.



"While we tracked the projected path, intensity and timing for Hurricane Beryl closely for many days, this storm proved the unpredictability of hurricanes as it delivered a powerful blow across our service territory and impacted a lot of lives," Lynnae Wilson, senior vice president for CenterPoint, said in a statement.



About 2.2 million customers -- 80 percent of the utility's customers in the Houston area -- lost power in the storm, a company spokesman said.



Utility experts said that power companies have little excuse for not being ready for events that develop over the course of days, in particular when the primary job is to deliver safe, reliable service.



"Most of all, it really is the preparation issue," said Robert McCullough, of McCullough Research, a consulting firm based in Portland, Ore. "Mild storm. Why weren't we better prepared?"




The outages from Beryl came less than two months after powerful thunderstorms knocked out power across Houston in May.




In April, 
CenterPoint filed a resiliency plan
 with the state, proposing to spend billions to "modernize and harden our existing infrastructure" to increase reliability. A significant focus, according to the plan, is to modernize the company's transmission and distribution systems.



After a series of powerful hurricanes struck Florida two decades ago, that state took steps to improve its electrical infrastructure.



The process, which included burying a targeted number of power lines, appeared to bear fruit, according to a 
2024 report
 by the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory. The power grid grew more resilient to storms, the report found.



But simply burying power lines underground is not always the best solution, experts say, particularly in areas that are prone to flooding, like many parts of Houston.



"In areas where you worry more about water, you can end up making the system more vulnerable and more expensive when you underground," said Ted Kury, director of energy studies for the Public Utility Research Center at the University of Florida. "Storm hardening is often a choice between what type of damage you're more concerned about," he added.



If it's water, you go aboveground and accept the wind damage, he said, and "if it's wind, you might want to underground" but would then have to worry about the water.



The $2.19 billion investment plan proposed by CenterPoint includes upgrading or replacing existing poles and structures to meet current wind loading standards, and improving the distribution system to prevent automatic shut-offs. The plan also proposes a pilot program to assess whether "utility-scale" microgrids can speed up the restoration of power during a fire or weather emergency.



The plan, which still needs state approval, calls for making these investments over a three-year period from 2025 to 2027.



A committee of the Texas Legislature was set to meet on Monday in Austin to discuss the utility resiliency issue -- but the meeting was canceled because of the storm.



Delay is becoming more costly. Greenhouse gas emissions are increasing the capacity of the atmosphere to hold moisture, leading to more rain, more flooding and more potential for trees to fall, said Karthik Balaguru, a researcher at the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory. "I think Houston is an area that we should expect more outages," he said.



The outages from Beryl came less than two months after powerful thunderstorms knocked out power across Houston in May. Hundreds of thousands of residents lost power in that storm, and many of the same people found themselves again dumping spoiled food and looking for cool air this week.



"This is a double whammy," said Cleveland James, 70, of West Houston, describing the almost back-to-back storms as he sat in the local cooling center. "I lost power for five days. So that doesn't give me much encouragement that it will come back soon. I think it'll take a week."



Ms. Alexander, nearby, said she worried that Beryl would not be the last time she found herself without power this summer.



"This is going to happen again," she said of the storm, only the second to get a name this hurricane season. "I mean, we're only in the B's."



Shannon Sims
 contributed reporting from Houston.
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Hot Nights Fuel Wildfires in California, Complicating Containment



Climate change is causing more fires to burn overnight, growing bigger, lasting longer and challenging the fire teams trying to control them.




Fighting the Thompson fire near Lake Oroville in California on July 2.




By Austyn Gaffney


Jul 10, 2024


Over the July 4 weekend, 
hundreds of fires
 sparked across California, feeding on the hot, dry conditions of an ongoing heat wave.



But some of these fires were strange.



They grew rapidly and expanded their territory at a time when fires, like people, traditionally rest: at night.



Overnight hours, when temperatures tend to go down and relative humidity, or the amount of water vapor in the air, goes up, can act as a barrier to fire. Overnight, fires tend to creep along, giving firefighters a chance to sleep or manage smaller flames. But human-caused climate change has accelerated 
nighttime warming
 more quickly than daytime warming, dismantling this natural shield.



"Night won't save us," said Kaiwei Luo, a doctoral student in environmental sciences at the University of Alberta and the lead author of a recent 
study
 in the journal Nature that found overnight burning can cause fires to burn larger and longer. "With climate change, we will see more and more overnight burning," he said.



Using satellite data, Mr. Luo surveyed 23,557 wildfires that occurred between 2017 and 2020 in North America. Less than 2 percent of fires were active enough at night for satellites to capture hot spots between dusk and dawn. But of those nighttime fires, 99 percent were associated with fires larger than 2,400 acres. Over the 52 days the 2020 Creek fire was active, scorching almost 380,000 acres, it burned during 43 nights.



A majority of overnight burns happen within the first few days of ignition, and they tend to occur consecutively, according to the study. That means that if a fire burns overnight, and for multiple nights, there's less time for firefighting interventions, and it's more likely that the fire will grow out of control.



"We might need to consider a firefighting model that operates around the clock," Mr. Luo said in an email.



The 
Lake fire
 near Santa Barbara in Southern California started on Friday afternoon and has burned every night since, growing significantly, said Kenichi Haskett, a public information officer with the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection. Over Monday night, the fire grew more than 5,000 acres, and on Tuesday night, more than 2,000. Now covering almost 30,000 acres, it's predicted to continue its spread 
over the next 48 hours
.



In Siskiyou County in Northern California, the 
Shelly fire
 has grown to more than 8,200 acres since it was first sighted in the Klamath National Forest last Wednesday.



"The fire actively burned until 5 a.m. on Monday morning," said Darren McMillin, a Cal Fire public information officer. Relative humidity peaked around 15 percent on Monday night, he said, and it should be closer to 45 or 50 percent at night for the fire to go down. The area is under an excessive heat warning, with daytime temperatures in the triple digits, and more than 2,000 personnel are working to control the fire, which is 0 percent contained as of Wednesday morning.



John Chester, the operations section chief for the California Interagency Incident Management Team overseeing the Shelly fire, noted the "extreme fire conditions" in a Monday briefing.



"The recoveries at night are not coming up," Mr. Chester said. In July, nighttime temperatures in the nearby town of Yreka are normally in the mid-50s. But during the past few days of the Shelly fire, temperatures remained in the 60s and 70s throughout much of the night, only dipping to 
58 degrees
 around 6 a.m.



Nine of the top 10 cities that had the most days with a minimum daily temperature over 20 degrees Celsius, or about 68 degrees Fahrenheit, are in Northern and Central California, according to a recent 
report
 from the nonprofit research group Climate Central.



Decades earlier, firefighters could rest and regroup at night, and fires required less personnel, said Kaitlyn Trudeau, a senior research associate at Climate Central who worked on the report.



"But it's completely different now," said Ms. Trudeau. "It's straining already stressed resources and having this huge physical and mental toll on firefighters."



Mr. Luo's study found that while heat waves are a big contributor to extreme fire behavior, drought conditions could be the main driver. Understanding these factors could help emergency managers and communities better prepare, Mr. Luo said. If a fire starts in an area of drought, for example, firefighters could anticipate that overnight burning is likely to increase the fire's range and severity.



"Warmer, drier nights mean drier fuels, which means problems for fire management," said Mike Flannigan, a professor of wildland fire at Thompson Rivers University in British Columbia.



California is not currently experiencing drought conditions, but about 
3,500 fires
 have ignited this year across the state, burning 
more than 200,000 acres
. Cal Fire called it an "
unusually active early fire season
." This time last year, 
about 3,000 fires
 had burned less than 10,000 acres.
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Bloomberg's $1 Billion Gift for Free Medical School Applies but Not to All



A donation from Bloomberg Philanthropies will provide free tuition for Johns Hopkins medical students, if their families make less than $300,000 a year.




Tuition is roughly $65,000 a year for four years. 




By Anemona Hartocollis


Jul 09, 2024


How rich is too rich to receive free tuition at medical school?



That is the question raised by the $1 billion gift from Bloomberg Philanthropies to Johns Hopkins University to cover tuition for most of its medical students, announced on Monday.



The gift put the charity set up by Michael Bloomberg, a former mayor of New York City, in the same league as the $1 billion 
donation from Ruth Gottesman
, a longtime professor at Albert Einstein College of Medicine in the Bronx and the widow of a Wall Street tycoon. Her gift to Einstein in February promised that no medical student there would ever again have to pay tuition. And New York University's medical school began covering its students' tuition in 2018, helped by a $100 million contribution from Kenneth G. 
Langone
, a co-founder of Home Depot, and his wife, Elaine.



But there is one key difference among the programs: Mr. Bloomberg's  generosity is means-tested, given only to students whose family income is under $300,000 a year. The programs at Einstein and N.Y.U. cover all medical students, regardless of income, need or merit.



Before the Bloomberg gift, tuition at Johns Hopkins came to roughly $65,000 a year for four years, a hefty sum even for a family earning $300,000 a year. The university estimates the overall cost of attending, including living expenses and fees, at more than $102,000 in the first year.



What makes $300,000 the right cutoff? And should medical school students be compelled to rely on their parents, however wealthy, for tuition?



Aides to Mr. Bloomberg say that the cutoff was carefully calibrated to weigh the total size of the gift -- $1 billion -- and its maximum impact.



"The idea behind it is that families who have the ability to pay should pay," Howard Wolfson, who runs Mr. Bloomberg's educational philanthropy, said in an interview.



"I suppose you can have an academic discussion about whether or not something like that should be universal," he said. "But generally speaking, he believes there should be some means test. If you come from a wealthier family, you should pay. But $300,000 -- it's not like we're talking about $50,000 as the cutoff."



Mr. Bloomberg, he said, was influenced by his own modest upbringing, where a scholarship to college helped put him on the path to being a billionaire.



Ronald J. Daniels, president of the university, described a program that made a conscious effort to be anti-elitist. Part of the gift has been set aside to expand financial aid to students in nursing, public health and other graduate studies. And for future doctors, the gift will offer not only free tuition but also living expenses for students with household incomes up to $175,000. One way or the other, the gift reaches nearly two-thirds of its medical students, the university said.



 "Free tuition is of course a huge benefit," Mr. Daniels said. "But the living expenses are non-trivial."



He said the philanthropy and the university had given a lot of thought to creating "simple thresholds" that students could readily understand.



The announcement of the gift never uses the term "diversity." Instead, it talks about attracting "the broadest and deepest range of socioeconomic and geographic backgrounds."



But even so, the hope, Mr. Daniels said, was that with financial barriers removed, students would be more likely to follow their hearts into underserved areas of medicine and areas of the country.



Ellie Rose Mattoon, 21, will be entering her first year of medical school at Hopkins this year, and she qualified for free tuition under the terms of the gift. Her aid package increased by $47,291 a year, and she is grateful. "I no longer have to take out loans, which is like absolutely amazing," she said.



Her parents both work in real estate, and their income fluctuates from year to year, she said. Asked if a $300,000 cutoff made sense to her, she said that she did not think medical school students should have to depend on their parents' financial circumstances.



"I was so lucky to have a lot of support from them for college," she said. "In their stage of life, they should be worried about retirement. They should be worried about maybe supporting aging parents who are even older. There are a lot of other things they could be putting their finances towards that are not their children's graduate school."



The jury is still out on the impact of free tuition on medical school programs.



After N.Y.U.'s medical school went tuition-free, applications surged, especially from underrepresented groups, according to a March article in 
STAT
, a medicine, science and health news website. But admissions also became more selective, in a process that already favors wealthy families, the article said. 



 



And contrary to predictions that graduates would gain the financial flexibility to go into primary care rather than a more lucrative specialty, few of the students in the first tuition-free classes went into pediatrics or family medicine, the article said.



Mr. Daniels, of Johns Hopkins, said that while there was no guarantee that a student spared from paying tuition would choose primary care, "there's one less reason" not to choose it. 



Steve Ritea, a spokesman for the N.Y.U. medical school, said the point was never to increase the number of primary doctors. It was to relieve students of the stress of going through medical school wondering how they would pay. It was also to help those in "that squishy middle where you don't necessarily qualify for all those loans."



 



At Johns Hopkins, the $300,000 cutoff excludes roughly the most affluent 5 percent of all Americans, the university stated in its announcement. 



Mr. Daniels said the gift builds on a $1.8 billion gift from Mr. Bloomberg in 2018 that provides financial aid for low- and moderate-income undergraduate students at the university.



Johns Hopkins said the number of undergraduates who are low-income or are the first in their families to attend college has risen by 43 percent since the 2018 gift, and now stands at nearly one-third of the undergraduate population.



The latest gift, Mr. Wolfson said, marries the former mayor's belief in the value of education with his passion for public health. His administration banned smoking in bars and restaurants, eliminated trans fats in restaurants and required calorie counts to be posted in chain restaurants, among other initiatives.



"Like a lot of people, he's very concerned that we are going backwards in this country on longevity, and especially post-Covid, our health system is struggling pretty significantly," Mr. Wolfson said.



Kirsten Noyes
 and 
Kitty Bennett
 contributed research.
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N.Y.U. Settles Lawsuit by Students Who Claimed Antisemitic Harassment



The lawsuit was part of a wave of litigation against universities over accusations of antisemitism related to campus protests over the war in Gaza.




A pro-Palestinian demonstration at N.Y.U. this spring. At another protest last fall, Jewish students said they were harassed and threatened. 




By Sharon Otterman


Jul 09, 2024


New York University will take a number of steps to respond to antisemitism as part of a legal settlement with three Jewish students who said they were verbally harassed because of their identities and support for Israel, the university and plaintiffs 
said in a joint statement
 on Tuesday.



The university will pay some money as part of the agreement, and create a new administrative position to make sure all allegations of discrimination and harassment are responded to consistently and adequately, among other actions.



The students, Bella Ingber, Sabrina Maslavi and Saul Tawil, filed a federal civil rights lawsuit in November accusing the university of failing to take effective steps to quell a pervasive anti-Jewish and anti-Israel atmosphere on campus that made them feel unsafe and denied them equal access to their education.



Their lawsuit is part of a wave of litigation faced by schools around the country from Jewish, Muslim and Arab students who say they have experienced harassment and discrimination on campus since the Oct. 7 Hamas attack on Israel. 
Columbia
, 
Harvard
, 
U.C.L.A
. and the 
University of Pennsylvania
 are among the schools that have faced similar suits from Jewish students.



A few cases have already been settled. At Columbia, for example, a case brought by a Jewish student was 
settled
 in June after the school agreed to appoint a "safe passage liaison" to serve as the contact for students who have protest-related safety concerns. That settlement also created a process for students to complete any assignments or exams that they were unable to finish because of demonstration activity.



Separately, the federal Education Department's Office for Civil Rights has started to resolve complaints of antisemitism and anti-Muslim and anti-Arab discrimination against universities, including 
Brown
, the 
City University of New York, the University of Michigan
 and 
Lafayette College
. The agreements require the universities to more thoroughly investigate complaints of discrimination or harassment, and better train employees on how to respond to such allegations, among other steps.



Ms. Ingber and Ms. Maslavi, juniors and leaders of Students Supporting Israel, a pro-Israel student group at N.Y.U., said that while they were participating in a silent vigil in support of Israel in October in Washington Square Park, they saw students and faculty members burn an Israeli flag, make throat-slitting gestures at the Jewish students present and scream threatening phrases like "gas the Jews."



Mr. Tawil, also a junior, said in the lawsuit that he was called a "dirty" Jew when he used his phone to record several men surrounding and taunting a woman who had expressed support for Israel after the same rally. When he complained to the school, he was told there was little that N.Y.U. could do and was advised to seek emotional support, the lawsuit said.



Numerous pro-Palestinian demonstrations involving students and faculty members that included chants calling for the elimination of Israel continued to make the students feel unsafe as the semester continued, the lawsuit said. The students asked for monetary damages and for N.Y.U. to change how it handles complaints of antisemitism.



The exact terms of the settlement are confidential, but the joint statement said that in addition the school will create the new position of "Title VI Coordinator" to oversee how the school responds to complaints of discrimination based on protected characteristics like race, religion and national origin.



When determining if actions are antisemitic, the school will follow federal guidance and use the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance's definition of antisemitism and its accompanying examples. The definition states that "denying the Jewish people their right to self-determination, e.g. by claiming that the existence of a state of Israel is a racist endeavor," is antisemitic.



N.Y.U. will also send an annual campuswide message from the Office of the President reminding students of its "zero tolerance" policy for antisemitism and all other discrimination and harassment; dedicate additional resources to the study of antisemitism and Hebrew and Judaic studies; and strengthen its existing relationship with Tel Aviv University, the announcement said.



Linda Mills, the president of N.Y.U., said in the statement that the university was "committed to continuing our vigorous efforts to confront discrimination, including antisemitism," and called the settlement "yet another step in this direction."



Marc Kasowitz, the lawyer for the students, said that this and three other lawsuits he was bringing on behalf of Jewish students were "hugely important, because what they aim to do is to set a standard for how the university will comply with Title VI in protecting their Jewish students, the same way they would protect any other protected group."
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With Tiny Shampoo Bottles Soon to Be Banned, N.Y. Hotels Weigh Options



Starting Jan. 1, large hotels will no longer be able to offer small containers of shampoo and conditioner. The bill is part of an effort to cut down on single-use plastic.




New York will join California in implementing a ban on small plastic toiletry bottles in hotels.




By Claire Fahy


Jul 10, 2024


John Fitzpatrick, a hotelier who owns two four-star hotels in Midtown Manhattan, has had to troubleshoot a number of issues during his career.



Guests wouldn't stop stealing his hand towels, emblazoned with an "F" for Fitzpatrick Hotel Group, so he removed the lettering, and the pilfering stopped. During the height of the pandemic, Mr. Fitzpatrick took away the magazines he normally provided in his hotel rooms so guests wouldn't worry about strangers having touched what they were reading.



Now, Mr. Fitzpatrick and his team are brainstorming ideas for how to deal with a new problem: replacing the small plastic toiletry bottles that will be banned in larger hotels throughout New York State beginning Jan. 1, 2025.



"In this day and age, we have to watch our carbon footprint, and we have to stop using plastics and all sorts of stuff as best we can," Mr. Fitzpatrick said.



Next year, New York will join California as the only two states in the country to ban the little bottles that are ubiquitous in most hotel bathrooms. Washington State has passed a bill to phase out plastic toiletries by Jan. 1, 2027, and other states are weighing similar measures.



The New York ban will only apply to hotels with 50 or more rooms. Hotels will be fined $250 for initial violations and $500 for further infractions. The money raised will be funneled to the state's Environmental Protection Fund.



Hotels and motels with fewer than 50 rooms will need to comply with the law beginning Jan. 1, 2026.



The bill was originally introduced in the State Legislature in 2019 by Todd Kaminsky, a former state senator, and Steven Englebright, a former state assemblyman who is now a Suffolk County legislator. Gov. Kathy Hochul signed the measure into law in 2021, but its implementation was delayed to give hotels a chance to use the small bottles that had already purchased, Mr. Englebright said.



"New York is the size of many countries, so New York's role is watched," Mr. Englebright said. "When we do something important, it has the potential to be looked at as a model for our sister states."



The ban reflects a nationwide push to reduce plastic waste in the hotel industry. The InterContinental Hotels Group and Marriott are among the larger chains that have pledged to curb their reliance on plastic, starting with toiletry bottles.



In a statement on Wednesday, a Marriott spokeswoman confirmed that the chain had begun to phase out small plastic shampoo and conditioner bottles, opting instead for "larger, pump-topped bottles." By the end of last year, 95 percent of Marriott's hotels had transitioned to the larger bottles, with more expected to make the move this year, according to the statement.



"Once fully implemented, we have estimated that the switch prevents around 500 million small bath amenity bottles from going to landfills each year," the spokeswoman said.



For smaller high-end hotels, such as the ones that Mr. Fitzpatrick owns, the transition will be more complicated. He said he worried about the pump-top bottles, which are usually mounted on walls and are difficult to clean. Mr. Fitzpatrick's team recently pitched another option: tiny tinfoil packages similar to the ketchup packets that come with French fries. But Mr. Fitzpatrick questioned how anyone could open them in the shower with wet hands.



"You know, I thought companies would be coming in with plenty of new ideas," Mr. Fitzpatrick said. "But here we are sitting around the table."



Tourism rates in New York City have largely rebounded from the pandemic. According to 
New York City Tourism and Conventions
, a marketing organization, the city attracted 61.8 million tourists in 2023, 93 percent of the record number who visited in 2019.



Even so, Mr. Fitzpatrick noted that guests were more cautious than ever about hygiene, and he was concerned that they might think twice before handling a larger bottle that other guests had presumably used. That is why, he said, his hotels would probably be switching to a new luxury toiletry provider for their larger bottles, in the hopes that guests would be pleased enough with the fancy brand that they would forget their cleanliness quibbles.



Ideally, of course, they won't be so pleased that they steal the bottles, as they stole the towels.



"It is a worry for us," Mr. Fitzpatrick said. "We're not totally convinced of how it's going to work."
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Arkansas Rejects Abortion Rights Amendment Petition on Technicality



The Arkansas secretary of state said that the group collecting signatures to put an abortion-rights amendment on the ballot had failed to submit some of the necessary paperwork.




Boxes of signatures supporting a proposed ballot measure to increase abortion access in Arkansas were delivered to the State Capitol in Little Rock last Friday. 




By Emily Cochrane


Jul 10, 2024


The Arkansas secretary of state on Wednesday rejected an effort to put an abortion-rights amendment on the ballot this November, saying the campaign had failed to submit some of the necessary paperwork.



Less than a week ago, organizers said they had successfully submitted more than 101,000 signatures in support of the effort, a few thousand more than the required minimum. Last Friday, the day of the deadline, they triumphantly dropped off boxes of petitions, cheering in the halls of the State Capitol.



But in a letter on Wednesday, John Thurston, the secretary of state, said the group had failed to submit a sworn statement both identifying paid canvassers by name and confirming that those canvassers had been properly educated on how to collect signatures.



"The first part of our review is to ensure that the sponsor has complied with all statutory requirements for submitting a petition," Mr. Thurston wrote. "Because you failed at this first step, it is my duty to reject your submission."



Mr. Thurston added that if he had eliminated the signatures collected by paid canvassers, that would have dropped the total signatures to 87,382, below the mandated 90,704 minimum.



A spokeswoman for the group, Arkansans for Limited Government, said its legal team was reviewing the letter.



The effort had already faced steep opposition
, and Arkansas remains one of the few states in the country where polls show that only a minority of voters support abortion access, a sentiment driven by a deeply conservative and evangelical voting base.



The ballot initiative would have allowed for abortions up to 18 weeks after fertilization and exceptions after that time for rape, incest and instances where the fetus would not survive outside of the womb. Current law in the state allows for abortions only to save the life of a pregnant woman in a medical emergency, though no abortions were reported to have been performed in the state last year.



Arkansans for Limited Government had sought to appeal to libertarians and centrists wary of government overreach, and compromise on how far their proposed amendment would go in undoing existing law. And while national groups have not publicly embraced the group's push because it does not go up to 24 weeks like most other measures, it united several doctors and women frustrated by the state's ban.



Its opponents included an alliance of anti-abortion groups and key allies of Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders, a Republican.



"Today the far left pro-abortion crowd in Arkansas showed they are both immoral and incompetent," Ms. Sanders said in 
a social media post
.



In his letter, Mr. Thurston noted that other ballot initiative groups had correctly submitted the right paperwork, though he did not specify which groups. Other initiatives that could be on the ballot and that relied on paid canvassers include one that 
would loosen medical marijuana regulations
 in the state.



"As I have long said, changing the Arkansas Constitution involves a rigorous process, as it should, and it requires sponsors to adhere to all applicable laws and rules," said Attorney General Tim Griffin in a statement. He added: "Failure to follow such a basic requirement is inexcusable: the abortion advocates have no one to blame but themselves."



With polls showing that a majority of Americans support abortion rights, anti-abortion groups have fought hard against citizen-sponsored ballot amendments that would establish a right to abortion in state constitutions. They have run "decline to sign" campaigns in several states, tried to raise the threshold for approval of the amendments, and aggressively attempted to declare signatures invalid.



In Montana, organizers on Wednesday sued over efforts to invalidate some signatures, accusing the secretary of state of "unlawfully blocking the verification of potentially thousands of valid signatures by qualified Montana electors, defeating the constitutional rights of Montanans entitled to have their signatures counted."



Kate Zernike
 contributed reporting.
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NASA Says No Plan to Use SpaceX to Rescue Boeing Starliner Astronauts



In a news conference from aboard the International Space Station, Butch Wilmore and Suni Williams said they had confidence in the troubled spacecraft to get them home.




A screen shot from a live feed of Suni Williams and Butch Wilmore of NASA giving an interview from the International Space Station on Wednesday.




By Kenneth Chang


Jul 10, 2024


For two astronauts 
supposedly stranded in space
, 
Suni Williams and Butch Wilmore
 of NASA are certainly enjoying living aboard the International Space Station for an extra month or two.



"We are having a great time here on I.S.S.," Ms. Williams said during a news conference from orbit on Wednesday.



She added: "I'm not complaining. Butch isn't complaining that we're up here for a couple of extra weeks."



Ms. Williams and Mr. Wilmore 
arrived at the space station on June 6
 as part of a shakedown flight for Boeing's new Starliner spacecraft. Their stay was originally scheduled for just over a week, but it now has stretched indefinitely as engineers work to better understand problems that occurred with Starliner's propulsion system before it docked with the space station.



The Boeing Starliner is one of two spacecraft that NASA has hired to take astronauts to and from the space station. The other, the Crew Dragon from SpaceX, has been in operation for four years, but NASA officials say they want two different spacecraft so they have a backup in case one vehicle experiences a problem.



Starliner 
launched successfully last month
. One small helium leak occurred before launch, but four more popped up once Starliner reached orbit. The inert gas is used to push the propellant that powers the spacecraft's maneuvering thrusters in the near-weightless environment of orbit.



Then, as the spacecraft approached the space station, five of Starliner's 28 small thrusters did not fire quite as expected, and the computer switched them off. During the troubleshooting, four of the five misbehaving thrusters were brought back into service, although with diminished power. The spacecraft was able to dock successfully, and the astronauts have been aboard the outpost since.



Despite the glitches, Mr. Wilmore gushed about Starliner. On the first day when the astronauts tried flying the spacecraft manually, "The spacecraft performed unbelievably well," Mr. Wilmore said during the news conference.



When the thruster problems occurred on the second day, "You could tell the thrust control, the capability was degraded," he said.



The spacecraft's automated navigation system was still able to precisely guide Starliner to the docking port, Mr. Wilmore said.



NASA and Boeing officials have insisted that the spacecraft can safely bring Ms. Williams and Mr. Wilmore back to Earth, but that it is prudent to gather as much data as possible to prevent the problems from recurring during future Starliner missions. They have not yet set a return date.



"We're taking time to build confidence in the spacecraft to understand the thruster performance," Steve Stich, the manager of NASA's commercial crew program, said during a second news conference, this one on Earth, on Wednesday. "What we're doing is not unusual for a new spacecraft."



Mr. Stich said that optimistically, Starliner, with Ms. Williams and Mr. Wilmore aboard, would return by the end of July.



"There's really been no discussion with sending another Dragon to rescue the Starliner crew," Mr. Stich said.



NASA and Boeing are conducting experiments at the White Sands Test Facility in New Mexico using a thruster identical to the ones on Starliner, reproducing the pace of firings that were performed en route to the space station.



That will allow engineers to examine the thruster directly to see if there is any damage. The same test thruster will then simulate the firings needed for the return trip. In orbit, the troublesome thrusters are on what is known as the service module, a cylindrical piece below the capsule where the astronauts sit. The service module will be jettisoned to burn up in the atmosphere during the astronauts' return trip, so there will not be a chance to directly inspect it for problems.



Those tests should be completed by this weekend, Mr. Stich said.



Analysis has indicated that Starliner has more than enough helium for the trip home.



Still, Starliner, 
already years behind schedule
, could face more delays in the coming year.



The hope was for Starliner to be ready for its first operational mission in February, taking four astronauts to the space station for a six-month stay. Mr. Stich said no decision would be made until after the test flight has landed, but said, "The longer we go, probably the more risk there is to that date in February."



NASA has been preparing for the possibility of substituting SpaceX's Crew Dragon for the February mission. The next Starliner flight would then be pushed to later in 2025.



Mr. Wilmore said he and Ms. Williams remained "absolutely confident" in Starliner.



"We will be ready then unless the data shows otherwise," he said. "But right now, based on what we know, we are absolutely ready."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/10/science/nasa-spacex-boeing-starliner-astronauts.html
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Nancy Azara, Sculptor Who Created a Haven for Feminist Artists, Dies at 84



She helped establish the New York Feminist Art Institute. In her own work -- monumental pieces carved from found lumber -- she evoked ancient feminine imagery.




Nancy Azara in the early 1970s, when she and other like-minded feminist artists began to sketch out ways to support artists like themselves who were largely shut out of the contemporary (and very male) art world.




By Penelope Green


Jul 05, 2024


Nancy Azara, a sculptor who evoked ancient feminine imagery in her carved and painted wood pieces, and who in 1979 was a founder of the New York Feminist Art Institute, a school run by and for women artists, died on June 27 in Manhattan. She was 84.



Her wife, Darla Bjork, a psychiatrist and artist, said the cause of her death, in a hospital, was congestive heart failure and complications of scleroderma, a rare autoimmune disease.



In the heyday of the women's movement -- and of feminist consciousness-raising -- in the early 1970s, Ms. Azara and other feminist artists began meeting in their downtown Manhattan lofts, to explore their approach to art making and to sketch out projects that would support women artists like themselves, who were largely shut out of the contemporary (and very male) art world.



On the West Coast, 
Judy Chicago
 and 
Miriam Schapiro
 had created a women's art program at the California Institute of the Arts, out of which they formed a collective called 
Womanhouse
 and presented a groundbreaking exhibition in an abandoned Hollywood mansion. Inspired by its success, Ms. Azara and Ms. Schapiro, who had returned to the East Coast, began to conceive of an independent school at which art would be taught to women, by women.




Ms. Azara, front left (in a sweater), with her New York Feminist Art Institute co-founders, from left: Miriam Schapiro, Carol Stronghilos, Irene Peslikis and Lucille Lessane. The other founder, Selena Whitefeather, was not present.




The institute began with great fanfare. Ronnie Eldridge, the feminist activist and politician who had worked for Mayor John V. Lindsay of New York, helped them to secure a space in the Port Authority building on Spring Street. The advisory board included, among others, the artists 
Louise Nevelson
 and 
Faith Ringgold
; the feminist author 
Kate Millett
; the art historian 
Linda Nochlin
; and the activist Gloria Steinem. At a fund-raising gala in the spring of 1979 at the World Trade Center, Ms. Nevelson was the guest of honor, introduced by Carol Bellamy, who was then the City Council president. 



Ms. Schapiro dropped out of the institute early on; she and Ms. Azara had competing visions for it. But the other founders -- the painters Carol Stronghilos and 
Irene Peslikis
; Selena Whitefeather, a video artist; and Lucille Lessane, an administrator who had worked for community organizations -- stayed on.



By 1981, the institute had its own space on Franklin Street, in a building bought by Dr. Bjork. She was the only one of the group with a regular salary and a car, she said, which was helpful because she could ferry artists like Ms. Nevelson and, later, the sculptor 
Louise Bourgeois
 to events and help Ms. Azara distribute brochures and posters throughout the city.




Ms. Azara's "Maxi's Wall" (2006). She began to work in wood, she said in 2015, because "it has a history; it's more alive than canvas."




In the early days, there were workshops led by Ms. Chicago, the painter 
Elaine de Kooning
 and 
Ntozake Shange
, author of the landmark theatrical work "For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide/When the Rainbow Is Enuf," who taught poetry. Ms. Azara led workshops in making what she called visual diaries, a technique she had begun in her consciousness-raising groups. At the time, she was trying to quit smoking and needed to do something with her hands, so she began to draw images illustrating the topics that the women around her were discussing. Realizing that it was a way to unlock the creative process, she worked to refine and teach the technique to others.



The school was promoted in Ms. magazine and The Village Voice, and women flocked to it. But with arts funding drying up, its finances were always precarious. Still, the women kept at it. The operating costs were defrayed somewhat by renting the first floor to the 
Ceres Gallery
, which was also devoted to feminist artwork.



Nonetheless, the New York Feminist Art Institute closed in 1990.



"It changed my life completely," said the sculptor 
Phyllis Rosser
, who had been working as a contributing writer for Ms. when she began attending Ms. Azara's workshops and sculpture classes. "We all thought this would become a big movement in art and feminism, to have women taught by women artists who were feminists. But it got harder and harder to raise money as feminism was attacked politically.



"It didn't become the great movement we thought it would be," she added, "but it did help a lot of women."




"Passages," Ms. Azara's 1999 assemblage of wood carvings painted with gold, aluminum leaf and rich reds -- "the color of blood, of sacrifice, of death, and of rebirth," in the words of Phyllis Chesler, the feminist psychologist and author.




Annunciata Jean Azara was born on Oct. 13, 1939, in the Dyker Heights section of Brooklyn, and named after her mother, Annunciata (Como) Azara. Her father, Joseph Azara, owned an air-conditioning company.



She studied fashion design at Finch College, a two-year women's liberal arts college in Manhattan. That was a hard sell for her conservative Roman Catholic parents, because they did not believe in educating women. (She convinced them that Finch was socially appropriate.)



They were even more disapproving when Ms. Azara left home and moved, alone, to Forsyth Street on the Lower East Side. She worked as a costume designer in the theater and on the side made hats that were sold at Bonwit Teller, the Fifth Avenue department store. But she knew she wanted to be an artist, and she went on to study painting at the Art Students League of New York. She remained determined to earn a bachelor's degree, however, and did so, in 1974, from Empire State University.



She married Maximilian Olivas, a trumpet player, in 1966, and they moved to a loft on Mercer Street. They separated in the late 1970s and divorced in 1992. Ms. Azara met her future wife in 1979, when Dr. Bjork took a sculpture class that Ms. Azara was teaching at the Brooklyn Museum.



"It took me two years to convince Nancy to have a fling," Dr. Bjork said. "She said she didn't want to ruin a friendship." Together since 1981, they married in 2011, when same-sex marriage became legal in New York.



In addition to Dr. Bjork, Ms. Azara is survived by her siblings, Victoria and Joseph Azara; her daughter, 
Nana Olivas, an artist
; her stepson, Maximilian Mark Olivas; and a granddaughter.




Ms. Azara in 2018. Women flocked to the art school, by and for women, that she helped create in 1979. But its finances were always precarious, and it closed in 1990.




Though she trained as a painter, Ms. Azara began working in wood because, she said "it has a history; it's more alive than canvas."



Ms. Azara was interested in primitive archetypes and ancient spiritual traditions, and she at first made rough-hewn pieces of plump, bulbous shapes meant to evoke early goddess imagery; other works resembled totems and religious relics. Her pieces were massive, using found lumber -- planks harvested from her Manhattan neighborhood, fallen trees from her house in Woodstock, N.Y. Later, she began to work with gold and aluminum leaf and egg tempera in rich reds and blues, often charring the wood, too.



Ms. Azara's "deep magentas," the feminist psychologist and author Phyllis Chesler said, "are the color of blood, of sacrifice, of death and of rebirth." Ms. Azara, she said, "resurrected a more pagan archetype of the Great Mother for the mother-starved daughters of patriarchy."



The critic Holland Cotter, 
reviewing
 Ms. Azara's 2000 show at the Donahue/Sosinski Gallery in SoHo for The New York Times, wrote that her gilded pieces had a "Byzantine or South Asian splendor."



In an interview for
 the International Foundation for Women Artists in 2015, Ms. Azara said: "I used to find the most brutal battered piece of wood, and then once you carve into that piece of wood it just opens up. I just love that part of it."



She added: "I use wood that speaks to me; in other words, there's something about it I feel an affinity for. One could explain it's similar to meeting a person for the first time that you feel like you might have known before or you feel definitely you want to be this person's friend. So the wood and I decide we could kind of be friends."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/05/arts/nancy-azara-dead.html
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Richard M. Goldstein, Who Helped Map the Cosmos, Dies at 97



Using ground-based radars, he pioneered measurement techniques that scientists now use to chart geographical changes on Earth.




Richard M. Goldstein in 1965. As a graduate student at Caltech, Dr. Goldstein successfully used a newly developed radar system to detect signals from Venus.




By Michael S. Rosenwald


Jul 09, 2024


Richard M. Goldstein, a trailblazer in planetary exploration who used ground-based radars to map planets with techniques that scientists now use to measure geographical changes on Earth, including melting glaciers, died on June 22 at his home in La Canada Flintridge, Calif. He was 97.



His daughter, Rabbi Lisa L. Goldstein, confirmed the death.



In the early 1960s, Dr. Goldstein was a graduate student in electrical engineering at the California Institute of Technology and working part time at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory when he proposed, as his thesis topic, a project in which he would try to detect echoes from Venus using the Goldstone Solar System Radar, which had been newly developed by the space agency.



If successful, scientists would learn the distance from Earth to Venus, essentially laying the foundation to map the entire solar system. His adviser at Caltech was more than skeptical; Venus, in NASA's 
description
, was a "cloud-swaddled" planet covered by thick gasses, and previous attempts to reach the planet using other radars had produced mixed results.



"No echo, no thesis," Dr. Goldstein's adviser told him, according to 
"To See the Unseen
: A History of Planetary Radar Astronomy" (1996) by Andrew J. Butrica, a science historian.



He proceeded anyway. On March 10, 1961, technicians pointed the new radar at Venus. Six and a half minutes later, signals from the planet returned. Dr. Goldstein had proved his adviser wrong. He soon bounced signals off Mercury and Mars, as well as Saturn's rings.



The study's influence on solar system research was immense.



"The measurements he did of the distance to Venus made it possible to do accurate navigation within the solar system," said Charles Werner, a former senior engineer at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory. "If you know one distance, it's like a ruler that allows you to calibrate everything else and to be able to navigate spacecraft in the solar system accurately."




Dr. Goldstein in 1987. His measurements of the distance to Venus from Earth helped scientists to map out the entire solar system.




The radar echoes were the celestial prelude to a long career at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory charting the previously unseen. In the late 1960s and early '70s, Dr. Goldstein used radar interferometry -- the splicing together of multiple radar signals over a length of time -- to map the surface of Venus.



"High-resolution radar probes have broken through the thick clouds of Venus and for the first time distinguished features on the planet's surface, which presents a landscape of huge, shallow craters," the science reporter John Noble Wilford 
wrote
 in a front-page article in The New York Times on Aug. 5, 1973.



"Instead of the blurry shadings of earlier radar maps of the planet," Mr. Wilford wrote, the images detected by Dr. Goldstein revealed a dozen craters, including one that was 100 miles wide and less than a quarter of a mile deep.



Dr. Goldstein had used two radar antennas 14 miles apart to produce the images.



"This, in effect, gives us stereo reception," Dr. Goldstein 
said
, enabling him "to pinpoint each area touched on Venus."



"We were able to see depths better," he added.



He later adapted his radar algorithms for use with aircraft and satellites, which have mapped melting glaciers, the movement of tectonic plates and other changes to the Earth's surface.



"From a civil earth remote-sensing perspective, he was absolutely the pioneer," said Paul A. Rosen, a 
project scientist
 at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory.



Richard Morris Goldstein was born on April 11, 1927, in Indianapolis. His father, Samuel, was an owner of the Goldstein Brothers department store. His mother, Dorothy (Drozdowitz) Goldstein, oversaw the household.




Dr. Goldstein in 2019. Even after he retired from the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, he continued to participate in its annual invention challenge.




After graduating from Purdue in 1947 with a degree in electrical engineering, Dr. Goldstein joined the family business and worked in the lamp department.



"I have a record of selling the most three-way lightbulbs in Indianapolis," he joked in an oral history 
interview
 with the National Radio Astronomy Observatory.



Eleven years later, Dr. Goldstein moved to California for graduate school and landed a low-level job at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory, where he worked for 43 years, retiring as a senior scientist. He finished his doctorate at Caltech in 1963.



"He broke every problem down into its fundamentals," Mr. Rosen said. "He went about his work quietly. He was not big on telling the world how great he was."



Dr. Goldstein married Ruth Lowenstam in 1964. She survives him, along with their daughter, Lisa; their sons Samuel and Joshua; three grandchildren; and a great-grandson. His brother, Samuel Goldstein Jr., an astronomer, died earlier.



During his time at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory and even after he retired, Dr. Goldstein was an enthusiastic competitor in the organization's annual 
invention challenge
, in which participants try to solve quirky problems, such as creating "a device that can put up to 10 Ping-Pong balls into a Mason jar located five meters away within the one-minute time allotment."



"I would say he probably won at least a third of the time," his daughter said. "He loved these contests. He was obsessed with figuring out the solution."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/09/science/space/richard-m-goldstein-dead.html
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Times Insider



27 Journalists, 22,252 Vehicles and $200,000 in Foregone Revenue



A reporting team hit the streets during rush hour to find out how many cars entered New York City's business district in one hour -- and how much money in tolls the city missed out on.




On July 1, journalists traveled to would-be tolling zones in New York to get a sense of the number of vehicles that enter the city during rush hour.




By John Otis


Jul 10, 2024


Times Insider
 explains who we are and what we do and delivers behind-the-scenes insights into how our journalism comes together.



One July morning during rush hour, 27 journalists from around the New York Times newsroom, armed with clicker counters, dispersed across Midtown and Lower Manhattan. They stood on street corners and overpasses, atop pedestrian bridges and roofs.



And from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m., they counted the vehicles that crossed into Manhattan south of 60th Street.



"It was a beautiful morning; the temperature was perfect," said Francesca Paris, a reporter for The Upshot, which uses data and visuals to inform Times articles. (She was posted at the Brooklyn Bridge.)



The team's goal was to calculate how much money the city was missing out on following Gov. Kathy Hochul's decision to 
shelve New York's congestion pricing plan
. Under the plan, which would have taken effect on June 30, drivers of cars entering the city's core business district during peak hours would have paid a $15 toll. (Drivers of commercial trucks would have paid more; motorcyclists would have paid less.)



The plan was designed to curb traffic and pollution -- and the money from the tolls would fund major subway upgrades.



The Times journalists were stationed at would-be tolling zones, including nine streets, four bridges and four tunnels where cars can enter the business district. Some zones required multiple counters. For example, at the Williamsburg Bridge, two journalists stood guard, divvying up the multiple lanes. (2,061 motorists passed through via the route.)



Over the course of just one hour, the team counted 22,252 cars, trucks, motorcycles and buses. Had the new pricing plan gone into effect, The Times calculated, tolls from those vehicles might have generated about $200,000 for the city.



The figures 
were published
 in a piece for the Upshot, produced by Ms. Paris; Larry Buchanan, a graphics editor and reporter; and Ana Ley, who covers mass transit in New York City.



The team agreed it was a fun, if a bit unorthodox, assignment: One reporter, Josh Katz, single-handedly clocked 2,489 vehicles. Another, Ethan Singer, stole glances of a nearby padel game during breaks in traffic. Some sipped iced coffee while clicking; others snapped photos when their tallies neared the 1,000 mark. After the hour was up, the counts were recorded on a spreadsheet.



They were upfront that the final tally was an undercount, and the missed revenue was a rough estimate. After all, they only counted vehicles entering at major entrances. (They also didn't count city vehicles, including police cars, ambulances and fire trucks, which would have been exempt from the tolls.)




27 journalists were posted at various entry points in Lower and Midtown Manhattan.




"We know that our number undercounts dramatically the number of cars that entered the island," Mr. Buchanan said. "But still, in one hour, 27 people were able to count 22,000 cars. It's a fun stunt and number to wrap people's head around."



Perfection wasn't the goal -- rather, the project was meant to give readers a sense of the sheer amount of motorists entering the city on any given morning.



"We tried to be transparent about the fact that this was not going to be 100 percent accurate," said Ms. Ley. "We're sort of playing a game here, a good faith game. We're making an effort to give people a sense of scope."



A few factors complicated the toll calculation process, too. For example, counters weren't always able to distinguish between charter and city buses, the latter of which are exempt from tolls. So buses were excluded completely from The Times's calculations. And it wasn't always obvious if vehicles were for-hire, like Ubers and Lyfts, which are subject to lesser tolls.



To get the most accurate calculation, which factored in different toll charges for different types of vehicles, the team worked with information provided by Replica, a firm that models traffic data. Other supplemental data was provided by the Taxi and Limousine Commission, the Department of Transportation and the Metropolitan Transportation Authority.



The digital version of the article featured a time-lapse video offering a bird's-eye view of one toll crossing point, on Lexington Avenue. The video shows a running count of all of the vehicles entering the zone.




A time-lapse video helped readers understand the cost each vehicle would have paid to enter the city, had the congestion plan gone through.




"It visualizes reality you can't see," Mr. Buchanan said. "A car goes under that tollgate. Nothing happens. But we can very simply add a layer of information on top of that video. Now every time you see a car go through a tollgate, you might hear or see that $15 increment."



He added that the different visual elements helped bring some fun and novelty to a story that, at its core, is about a complicated tolling structure that had been envisioned as a strategy to reduce pollution and generate money for a struggling transit system.



"New York City is such a busy and big place, and you can kind of get lost in it," said Ms. Ley. "Something like this puts that size into perspective."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/10/insider/27-journalists-22252-vehicles-and-200000-in-foregone-revenue.html
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School's Out. Time for a Social Media Reset.



The surgeon general wants more restrictions on social media to protect children's health. Here's how to help your kids cut down on screen time this summer.








By Catherine Pearson and Christina Caron


Jun 17, 2024


The U.S. surgeon general, Dr. Vivek Murthy, 
announced
 on Monday that he would push for a warning label on social media sites that says the platforms can harm the mental health of young people.



When she heard the news, Jean Twenge, a research psychologist who has spent years warning about the risks of social media, had one thought: "Finally."



Public health experts, educators and policymakers across the country have become increasingly concerned about the potential effects of social media on the mental health of teenagers, who spend 
an average of 4.8 hours
 a day on platforms like TikTok and Instagram.



The end of the school year can leave teens with extra free time to spend mindlessly scrolling on their phones. But the summer can also serve as a useful opportunity to reset family social media rules and take advantage of in-person hangouts and hands-on activities, said Dr. Marc Potenza, a professor of psychiatry at the Yale School of Medicine.



Here's how to do a social media reset with tweens and teens this summer.



Get phones out of the bedroom.



This is Dr. Twenge's top piece of advice to parents, she said. Have adolescents put devices elsewhere overnight, such as a communal charging station. Studies have found that screens can 
significantly disrupt sleep
, and teens and tweens need eight to 10 hours every night.



"Parents are allowed a little bit of what I like to call 'digital hypocrisy,'" Dr. Twenge said. "But this is one everyone should follow."



Focus on in-person activities.



You can help your children scale back on social media any time of year, but summer provides unique opportunities for unsupervised, in-person play, said Lenore Skenazy, the president of Let Grow, a nonprofit that promotes childhood independence and resilience.



"We all remember our summers at the beach or going to the pool or the sprinklers," she said. These experiences "aren't just precious memories," she said, "they're developmentally rich."



Making time for unstructured play allows children to solve problems, resolve boredom on their own, make friends and figure out what interests them most, according to Ms. Skenazy.



This might mean sending your children to summer programs during the week that offer plenty of phone-free time. On weekends, you could build in time for your kids to get together with friends while leaving devices at home.



You may also want to set a specific time of day that is always "outdoor time," Ms. Skenazy said. This can help avoid "begging and negotiating" to stay on devices longer.



Be upfront about your rules.



When it comes to limiting kids' social media use, "be very overt" about your rules, said Dr. Robert E. Lovern, a psychiatrist at the Walter Reed National Military Medical Center who has helped teenagers and their families reduce screen time. Tell your children exactly how much screen time they have each day and put time limits on apps. Parents should try to follow these rules, too, he said.



Adhering to those limits can be tricky during the school year, when many children 
rely on school-issued laptops for homework
. Dr. Twenge, who has three teenagers, said her daughters' school laptops had YouTube available.



"It drives me bonkers," she said. "And I cannot hover over them all the time. So that's why I think the summer is such a great opportunity for a reset."



There are not clear public health guidelines about how much social media time is too much, said Dr. Jessi Gold, a psychiatrist and chief wellness officer with the University of Tennessee system. It may help to look for 
signs of problematic use
, such as children becoming extremely irritable when they stop using a device, or their social media use interfering with other activities.



Explore boredom.



Kids often turn to social media when they're bored to get a "dopamine hit," Dr. Lovern said. Eventually, that can lead to difficulty coping with boredom, which can make children easily frustrated.



Kids often say they feel bored when they are in fact lonely or want attention, so it can help to ask if they are looking for comfort or companionship, 
experts say
. The organization Children and Screens 
advises parents
 to allow their child to come up with their own screen-free solutions to boredom.



Help teens tune into how social media makes them feel.



Dr. Gold said that there were many factors besides screen time driving the youth mental health crisis, and that she didn't believe that restricting access to social media altogether was the answer.



She wants to see parents and caregivers help young people develop the skills they need to use social media mindfully and in moderation. For example, she suggested working with kids to identify how certain content is making them feel.



"You could say: 'Hey, let's do an experiment. For the next week, instead of just mindlessly scrolling TikTok, pay attention to how you feel,'" she said. Is your teen clenching her jaw or fist after scrolling, or feeling sad or uncomfortable?



Encourage your child to jot down those feelings in the moment, she said, and find time to talk about them later.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/06/17/well/family/social-media-summer-kids.html
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Corrections: July 11, 2024



Corrections that appeared in print on Thursday, July 11, 2024.


Jul 11, 2024


FRONT PAGE



An 
article
 on July 3 about scrutiny of Wisconsin's state prison system for its failures in providing health care for inmates misstated Robert Oshel's role at the National Practitioner Data Bank. He managed the databank's research program, not the entire databank.



INTERNATIONAL



An 
article
 on Wednesday about Jean-Luc Melenchon's role in France's government after he led his coalition to a narrow win in parliamentary elections misidentified the arrondissement in Paris where Mr. Melenchon gave a speech. It was the 19th arrondissement, not the 20th.



BUSINESS



An 
article
 on Wednesday about proposed funding for packaging computer chips in the United States misidentified IPC, a technology industry group. It is a global organization with members from around the world, not just from the United States.



ARTS



An 
article
 on Monday about what to watch on television this week described incorrectly the subjects of the film "Quad Gods." They are quadriplegic, not paraplegic.



An art 
review
 on Monday about the photographer Reynaldo Rivera's work on display at MoMA PS1 misidentified a place of employment for Rivera's father. His father stayed at a hotel with his son but did not work there. It also misstated Rivera's work relationship with the LA Weekly. While Rivera's photos were published in the LA Weekly, he was a freelancer; he was not employed there.



Errors are corrected during the press run whenever possible, so some errors noted here may not have appeared in all editions.



To contact the newsroom regarding correction requests, please email 
nytnews@nytimes.com
. To share feedback, please visit 
nytimes.com/readerfeedback
.



Comments on opinion articles may be emailed to 
letters@nytimes.com
.



For newspaper delivery questions: 1-800-NYTIMES (1-800-698-4637) or email 
customercare@nytimes.com
.
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WADA Clears Itself in Chinese Doping Case, but Report Raises New Questions



A special prosecutor said the decision not to pursue punishments against a group of Olympic swimmers was "indisputably reasonable," even though agency scientists had expressed doubts.




Chinese swimmers won three golds at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021, and are favored to win more at the Paris Games next month.




By Michael S. Schmidt and Tariq Panja


Jul 09, 2024


The World Anti-Doping Agency on Tuesday cleared itself of wrongdoing over its decision not to discipline elite Chinese swimmers who tested positive for a banned drug in the lead-up to the previous Summer Olympics, even as new details emerged that raised questions about how it had handled the decision.



A special prosecutor appointed by the antidoping agency, known as WADA, to review its decision said he had found that the agency made an "indisputably reasonable" decision not to impose penalties on the swimmers, and concluded that the agency had not shown preferential treatment to China.



But in an annex to his report, the prosecutor noted that two top scientists at the agency said they had difficulty believing China's claim that the swimmers had been unwittingly contaminated.



WADA's decision to clear itself of wrongdoing is unlikely to satisfy antidoping experts and other critics -- particularly those 
in the United States
 -- who have contended that the investigator, 
Eric Cottier
, was handpicked by agency officials and that the doping regulator, along with the Chinese, covered up the positive tests in 2021.



The announcement came five days after it was revealed that the Justice Department and F.B.I. had 
opened a criminal investigation
 into how the positive tests were handled. And it emerged a little more than two months after The New York Times revealed that 
23 top Chinese swimmers
 all tested positive for the same banned heart medication months before the 2021 Summer Games in Tokyo.



China's antidoping agency blamed a mass contamination incident for the positives, in which the swimmers, it said, unwittingly ingested the banned drug trimetazidine, known as TMZ, after eating food served at a hotel where they were staying for a meet.



Despite being unable to prove how or why the swimmers ingested the drug, WADA -- which is supposed to be the backstop when countries fail to properly police their own athletes -- essentially took the Chinese explanation at face value when it declined to conduct its own investigation or discipline the athletes.



The lack of punishment paved the way for some of the Chinese swimmers to win medals -- including three golds -- at the Tokyo Olympics. Eleven of the 23 swimmers who tested positive are on the Chinese team set to compete in the Paris Games this month. Several are once again favorites to win medals.



In announcing the prosecutor's findings, the head of WADA said the agency would now turn its attention to targeting those who, it said, had defamed the agency.



"Now that it has been confirmed by the independent prosecutor that there was no impropriety connected to WADA's handling of the case, the agency will consider with external legal counsel what measures can be taken against those that have made untrue and potentially defamatory allegations," WADA's president, Witold Banka, said.



He charged that news reports and accusations of a coverup "have been extremely damaging to WADA's reputation and to the confidence and trust that athletes and other stakeholders have in the agency and in the global antidoping system."




Eric Cottier, WADA's special prosecutor, in 2022.




Mr. Cottier's investigation was limited in its scope. It did not, for example, study how China originally handled the cases and the information it relied upon to clear its swimmers. And the report he delivered is only in an interim form; a final version will not be completed and published before the start of the Paris Olympics, WADA said, even though some of the Chinese swimmers involved in the doping case -- including several 
who have tested positive more than once
 without punishment -- will compete in them.



WADA's director general, Olivier Niggli, said the final report would be completed "in the coming weeks" and then discussed with the agency's governing board in September. "We understand that it will contain recommendations aimed at strengthening the global antidoping system, which we welcome," he said.



As part of its announcement on Tuesday, WADA released Mr. Cottier's report and an annex to it. Included in the annex were details of internal discussions between two of WADA's top scientists in 2021, as the agency grappled with how to deal with the positive tests in China.



According to the annex, WADA's chief scientist, Olivier Rabin, said that he had doubts about the science behind the Chinese claims of contamination and "that the Chinese had not found, among the kitchen or hotel staff, a person taking TMZ."



WADA's top scientist responsible for its banned substances list, Irene Mazzoni, said she had expressed "her difficulty in believing in the contamination due to the minimal doses found in the kitchen" where the drug had been found, according to the report.



But both scientists said they had no choice but to accept WADA's decision because they could not disprove the Chinese claims.



Mr. Rabin "saw no other solution than to accept it, even if he continued to have doubts about the reality of contamination as described by the Chinese authorities," according to the report.



The choice of Mr. Cottier to conduct the investigation 
drew criticism
 from the start. A former attorney general of Vaud, a Swiss region that for years has been the center of international sports as home to several governing bodies, he had close links to WADA and Olympic officials. He had been nominated to lead the investigation by the official who was in charge of auditing WADA's intelligence and investigations department at the time the Chinese swimmers tested positive.



The auditor, Jacques Antenen, served as Vaud's police chief under Mr. Cottier when the latter was Vaud's attorney general. In a telephone interview on May 3, Mr. Antenen said he had contacted Mr. Niggli, WADA's most senior administrator, in the days after the disclosure of the positive tests to suggest that Mr. Cottier might be a good choice to lead any investigation.



"I didn't recommend him; I just said if you need someone, it's a good choice," Mr. Antenen said. He said he did not know if others had been considered for the role.



WADA reacted angrily when questions about Mr. Cottier's independence were first raised, saying that "attempts to slur the integrity of a highly regarded professional just as he begins his work are getting more and more ridiculous and are designed to undermine the process."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/09/world/asia/wada-report-china-doping-swimming.html
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Celine Boutier Returns Home to Defend Her Evian Title and Play in the Olympics



Last year she became the third Frenchwoman to win a major and the first since 2003.




Celine Boutier celebrating with a French flag after winning the Evian Championship last July. "I think it was the most powerful moment of my career so far," she said of winning the tournament in her home country.




By Christopher Clarey


Jul 10, 2024


Celine Boutier
, the most successful French women's golfer ever, has spent much of her adult life outside of her home country.



At 18, she left France to study psychology and play golf at Duke University, winning the N.C.A.A. team title and becoming the world's top-ranked amateur.



After college, she moved to Dallas to live near her swing coach Cameron McCormick, who had helped Jordan Spieth scale the heights and win majors. Since 2018, she has been a full-time member of the L.P.G.A. Tour, reaching No. 3 in the rankings last year.



But Boutier, now 30, made the most of one of her rare moments in France: winning her first major last year at the 
Amundi Evian Championship
 by a commanding six strokes and getting doused with Champagne on the 18th green by friends and fellow players.



"I think it was the most powerful moment of my career so far," she said in a telephone interview from Dallas. "Just because it was something that I had wanted to win for so long, and it was a tournament that I really watched when I was young. I was always drawn to it, and so it honestly felt a bit surreal to be the one at the center of this award ceremony that I had watched so often with the trophies and the national anthem."



She was the first French golfer to win the title on the picturesque course at the Evian Resort Golf Club. Boutier became the third Frenchwoman to win a major after Catherine Lacoste at the 1967 U.S. Women's Open and Patricia Meunier-Lebouc at the 2003 Kraft Nabisco Championship. Lacoste, the daughter of tennis star and entrepreneur Rene Lacoste, is the only amateur to have won the U.S. Women's Open.



Boutier will defend her title this week, while also preparing for a much bigger French occasion: the Summer Olympics, where the women's golf event will be staged in the Paris suburbs from Aug. 7 to 10 at Le Golf National, a course Boutier knows well.




Boutier at the KPMG Women's P.G.A. Championship last month. She has won six L.P.G.A. Tour titles, four of them in 2023, the season that took her to another level.




"I have played it many times," she said. "We had the French championships there every summer, and I was based in a training center there for a year during my last year of high school. So, we trained there nearly every day."



Boutier, an unimposing 5-foot-5 on a tour full of big hitters, wins with precision, not power, and she considers herself an overachiever.



She and her younger brother, Kevin, were introduced to golf at the same time by their father, Christopher, a late convert to golf who took them to the Paris Country Club, a course in the Paris suburb of Rueil-Malmaison. She was 6 and Kevin was 3, but she said her brother showed the most natural talent.



"In our early childhood, everyone could see that it came to him easily, but because of that, he did not need to work," she said. "I was a bit the opposite. Everything I achieved had to come from hard work because it did not come as naturally. But of course, there are different talents in life. In terms of pure golfing talent, I don't think I had that much, but there are other talents like determination, drive and perseverance. Those are the things that help you compensate if, say, your hand-eye coordination is not at an extraordinary level."



Boutier's determination is clear in the results: Despite ranking 86th in driving distance, at 256 yards, with her precision, she has recorded top-10 finishes in all five women's majors and won six L.P.G.A. Tour titles, four of them in 2023, the season that took her to another level.



At home, she became the first golfer to win the French champion of champions award, given by L'Equipe, the national sports daily, to the country's top female athlete.



"It was honestly a complete surprise," she said. "I am in a bit in my golf bubble, and I would not have thought that a golfer would get more votes than all the great athletes in other sports."



But the highlight of her year was overcoming her past struggles at the Evian, which she first played in 2014.



"I think it's a very intimidating course the first time you play it because it's very narrow," she said. "The greens are extreme. I think it's really a course that the more you play it, the better, and you start to understand with experience where you can be and really shouldn't be. You get more comfortable even looking at it because the first times you play it is very intimidating visually.



"I also would say it's not easy to handle because you are playing at home and there's more expectation from people and a bit of extra pressure that you put on yourself and that others unconsciously put on you, too."



So, what changed in 2023?



"It was honestly the first time when I played there that I truly didn't worry about the result," she said. "I just focused on the game itself and nothing else. And it worked."



She will try to take the same approach this year as she takes on the challenges of Evian and the Olympics.



"Those really will be the biggest targets of my season," she said.



Boutier took part in her first Olympics at the Tokyo Games in 2021, but that was not the full Olympic experience with the pandemic restrictions in place.



"It was a strange Olympics," she said. "I hope and think this one in Paris will be much more typical, and it will be fun to be able to go watch other sports and have interactions with other athletes."



These are the first Summer Olympics in Paris in 100 years, and golf made it back into the Games only in 2016. Her timing seems just right.



"It's really an extremely rare opportunity, and I am fully aware of that, so I won't be taking it lightly," she said. "I feel fortunate that it is coming at this stage of my career. To be able to win a medal at home would be the ultimate dream for me."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/10/sports/golf/celine-boutier-evian-championship-paris-olympics.html
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Megan Moroney Sings a Message About Messy 20-Something Life: It's OK.



The rising country star writes about disastrous love and learning big lessons with charm, wit and solid hooks. Her new LP, "Am I Okay?," is due Friday.




"It's like I'm 26, dating people, and you're going to be wrong," Megan Moroney said. "OK, fine. That's the point: It happened, and I'm OK."




By Holly Gleason


Jul 10, 2024


The budding country star 
Megan Moroney
 was 36 stories above Times Square last month, waiting to meet some of her biggest fans, who were among the first invited to hear "Am I Okay?," her eagerly anticipated second album.



As she prepared to greet her guests in the glass aviary atop the Hard Rock Hotel, Moroney admitted she'd culled them via social media, group chats and meet and greets. "They don't know I stalk them," she said after slipping into a cobalt mini dress from Zara and a pair of metallic Balmain stiletto boots. Her hair teased into a butter-blond cloud, she joked, "It's 20 pounds of hair and 10 pounds of makeup." It's a look her fans recreate to varying degrees, but they're also drawn to the way Moroney embraces the moments most people airbrush out of their Instagram-perfect lives.



One example is the closer of "Am I Okay?," which is due on Friday: the spare, simple "Hell of a Show." It's just a verse and a chorus, a raw artist singing over an acoustic guitar about being jerked around by a self-absorbed boyfriend, pulling it together to slay a crowd of people who "love me better than you could've," but still crying herself to sleep.



It's hard to believe there's anyone who isn't clamoring for the attention of this 26-year-old rising songwriter. Moroney was the leading female nominee at the Academy of Country Music Awards this spring, competing for top prizes alongside Kacey Musgraves and Lainey Wilson. Her rocket-ship trajectory began with 
"Tennessee Orange"
 in 2022, a Romeo and Juliet ballad for fans of SEC football, which earned her 18 record company offers and nominations for both the A.C.M.s' and the Country Music Association Awards' song of the year. (She ultimately signed with Sony's Nashville and Columbia's New York divisions.)



Two years ago, when Moroney released her first EP, she seemed like just another attractive Nashville hopeful in a city overstocked with them. At least on paper. But she had ideas about how to become a star, and they started with her songwriting. Wry, vulnerable and a real reflection of how 20-somethings drink and wreck their hearts, Moroney's songs are authentic in a way the Music Row system can rarely access.




Moroney onstage during the CMA Fest in June.




Juli Griffith, a three-decade publishing veteran who is now Moroney's manager, recalled listening to her for the first time and thinking, "My God! That broken voice. You just believed her, and it struck you and stuck with you."



Moroney, who grew up in Douglasville, Ga., didn't drink in high school and dated her brother's best friend for two years -- until he dumped her when he went to college. That first heartbreak shattered her, but also provided resilience when she realized she could survive.



She attended the University of Georgia and majored in accounting, getting a music business certificate in the process. Her parents wouldn't allow her to drop out to pursue songwriting, so Moroney, who graduated with a 3.9, pledged Kappa Delta and doubled down on college life. She started writing songs, but not telling people. After the bro-country star Chase Rice saw her playing a set of covers before the singer Jon Langston performed at a sorority charity event, he asked her to open for him at Athens's Georgia Theater, with one condition: She had to write an original song.



"In those four years, I grew up so much as a person, learned so much about who I am," she said. "Everything you go through in college, between the heartbreaks and being so drunk that you're literally fighting for your life on a curb, head between your legs -- that builds character."



Some emerging female artists would hesitate to be that candid. But Moroney's brand of truth-telling, equally funny and wounded, has struck a chord. "If you get a little too drunk and call your ex, like, whatever," she said. "I think that's all normal and human."



As she prepped for the Hard Rock event, Moroney discussed the artists who have provided her with inspiration. She was raised on a diet of John Prine, Eagles, Emmylou Harris and J.D. Souther by her father, and said her glammed-up look was partly a representation of a distinctly feminine power.



"I've always loved the way Dolly and Kacey have their hair up to the ceiling, you know?," she said, referring to Parton and Musgraves. "It's like they can say whatever they want, dressed like that."



"Am I Okay?," the follow-up to "Lucky" from last year, charts phases of several failed relationships, including one with a "Mr. Right" that was over before recording began; he inspired the title track's euphoric vertigo of seemingly finding the one. "That started out really great, then was like, 'Wait! This is actually pretty horrible,'" she said, laughing about the whiplash.



The new songs run an emotional gauntlet. There's the too-good-to-be-true steel guitar celebration "Third Time's the Charm"; a darker, minimalist track called "I Know You" that skewers a cheating soon-to-be-ex with layers of harmony that echo like voices in one's head; and "Indifferent," which grows from acoustic to bombastic as Moroney bids a relationship goodbye with a dismissive wave.




"I've always loved the way Dolly and Kacey have their hair up to the ceiling, you know?," Moroney said, referring to Parton and Musgraves. "It's like they can say whatever they want, dressed like that."




"It's like I'm 26, dating people, and you're going to be wrong," she said. "OK, fine. That's the point: It happened, and I'm OK. It's happening to someone right now, thinking this is the one. They're not, and it's going to be OK."



Kristian Bush, Moroney's producer (and half of the Grammy-winning country act Sugarland), joined her in New York for the event. Moroney, who had been a publishing intern at his publishing company in Marietta, Ga., called Bush shortly after she moved to Nashville, and he swung into action. "When Megan told me what she was doing, I got very protective and called Juli, my longtime publisher," he said. "Meg was a pretty girl, and I know how those rooms can be; Juli was the only one I trusted."



Once convinced of Moroney's work ethic, Griffith signed on as her manager and set up recording sessions with people who "would let Meg lead," which included Jessi Alexander, Luke Laird and Jessie Jo Dillon, the daughter of the Country Music Hall of Fame inductee Dean Dillon, who all have multiple writing credits on "Okay?" In the recording studio, Moroney prefers older-school processes to assemble a sound she calls "a vintage car that flies": actual musicians playing together instead of relying on drum machines, computer tracks and overdubbed instruments. (She has branded her sound "emo cowgirl country.")



"I know in my songs there's a lot of I'm bringing men down," Moroney said, adding that she'd only been in love three times. "But I always make jokes to the audience, 'Clearly, I love men, because I keep coming back and I keep trying. It just keeps not working out.'"



Her honesty and wit have turned even casual listeners into loyal fans. At the Hard Rock, around 40 arrived from as far away as Arizona, California, Florida and even Canada. Some wore T-shirts with Moroney's picture and the words "Feminine Rage." After gathering in a room filled with cobalt and silver heart-shaped balloons, Moroney played all 14 songs and offered (at times laughing) commentary. The already released singles had everyone singing along with gusto, and "Heaven by Noon," a ballad inspired by an uneventful last call between her aunt and uncle on Sept. 11, hours before his death in the attack on the World Trade Center, brought even the men in the room to tears. (They cried at some of the relationship songs, too.)



Moroney will be bringing the music to many more people at headlining shows this summer, along with her ongoing opening slot on Kenny Chesney's stadium and amphitheater tour, and she'll be paying attention to the details. If her dating life has been a minefield, she believes using the shrapnel for her career is intentional: "Things don't happen to me, they happen for me," she said. And there have been important lessons in the highs and lows of her personal and professional lives so far.



"To me, the strong people can look at the sad situation, and be like, 'That was really messed up. You hurt my feelings.' Maybe I'll have a song and be vulnerable by saying that," she said. "But, also, I'll follow it up with a song that's like 'I'm going to be just fine. Don't worry about it.'"




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/10/arts/music/megan-moroney-am-i-okay.html
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A Queer Mountain Lion Leaps From the Page to the Little Island Stage



Henry Hoke's 2023 novel, "Open Throat," narrated by an animal in peril in the Hollywood Hills, is adapted for a staged reading.




"It's the perfect setting for this experiment," Caitlin Ryan O'Connell, the director of a staged reading of "Open Throat," said of Little Island, an elevated park situated on the Hudson River.




By Juan A. Ramirez


Jul 10, 2024


The concept behind Henry Hoke's 2023 novel, "Open Throat," is an eyebrow-raising one: It's a story about overdevelopment and climate change narrated by a mountain lion who muses on the lives of hikers and loved ones.



Hoke was loosely inspired by the mountain lion known as P-22 whose regular sightings in the hills surrounding Los Angeles's Hollywood sign, successful crossing of two freeways and 
eventual death captured the public's attention
 in 2022. In "Open Throat," according to the book's publisher, the animal identifies as queer, and uses they and them pronouns.



The book is "what fiction should be," the novelist Marie-Helene Bertino wrote in her 
review for The New York Times
, and it made several end-of-year best-of lists and awards shortlists.



With an internal monologue that has poetically broken stanzas and a fluid sense of time and reality, "Open Throat" does not immediately call for theatrical adaptation. Yet a staged version of the work is premiering Wednesday as part of Little Island's 
ambitious summer series
 of live performances at its outdoor amphitheater.




The narration is divided among three performers, including Chris Perfetti, who is holding the book, and Calvin Leon Smith. "I think the beauty of it, and the reason we're intentionally having three different voices, is making it universal," Perfetti said.




"It reads beautifully," 
Zack Winokur
, Little Island's producing artistic director, said of the book. "The way it's placed on the page is visually interesting. The way the voice exists is not like anything else. I kept thinking that it being so voice-driven would make an amazing show, and I didn't know how to do it, which is the greatest thing in the world."



Soon, Winokur and his producing partner, Ed Wasserman, were giving Hoke a tour of Little Island, an elevated park on the Hudson River.



Just as the lion has to cross the freeway in the book, "you have to cross the West Side Highway to get to where this is happening," Winokur said in a phone interview.



"One of the things that's really important to us," he added, "is thinking about how content works inside of this space, and really charging people with considering the unusual aspects of it being a park."



Hoke, who founded a series of interactive readings in Los Angeles, said he had considered the book's stage potential while writing it. By the time Little Island approached him about adapting it, the rights were already tied up -- though currently there are no set plans for other adaptations. Still, only a reading would be possible, which the three found to be an exciting challenge.



"We thought of it sort of like an exploded audiobook, like creating a live expression of reading," Hoke said in an interview. "From what I'd done with that event series, I knew to trust the text and just sharpen it for performance. My work here was essentially just an abridgment."



He enlisted his friend, the director Caitlin Ryan O'Connell, to bring the piece to life under those restrictions. An early suggestion was to divide the narration among three performers.




The director Caitlin Ryan O'Connell, left, and Perfetti at rehearsal on Tuesday. The show has a limited run through Sunday.




"A huge part of this book is a transformational journey around identity, whether it's toward personhood or companionship, in symbiosis with humans or on the gender spectrum," Hoke said. "I was very excited by how we could map the character across various identities."



Chris Perfetti, Calvin Leon Smith and Jo Lampert -- actors of varying race and gender identities -- were cast as narrators, while an ensemble of six others acts out assorted characters, including hikers who roam among the audience.



Lampert noted that the book's inherent queerness came up a lot during rehearsals. "This cat who's both completely on the fringes and takes pride in being unseen, but is also trying so desperately to understand and be understood," Lampert said. "That tension felt deeply connected to being a queer person in this society."



(Though the book's first-person narration does not account for the lion's gender, characters refer to them, unqualified, in both masculine and feminine terms.)



Because of scheduling conflicts, the three leads seldom worked together during the brief rehearsal period ahead of its limited run through Sunday.



"We get to assume that each one of us is the authority on our section," Perfetti said. "When people see those things up against each other, they'll be able to tie it together. I think the beauty of it, and the reason we're intentionally having three different voices, is making it universal."



The creative team is playing up Hoke's themes of embodiment and sensory experience, and recruited Steven Wendt, a Blue Man Group player, to perform live foley sounds and hand puppetry onstage. The playfulness of the sounds, O'Connell said, matches "how full of desire and of-the-body some of Henry's language is."




In one surreal sequence, a large "O" on the stage floor (representing a letter in Los Angeles's Hollywood sign) raises a few inches while some of the performers walk on it.




"It's perfect for this book that has a main character feeling overstimulated and like they don't know how to name everything that's happening around them," she added. "Helicopters fly up the Hudson every 30 seconds. The sun will go down when we start the performance, so we'll feel the sense of dusk. Listening to the highway, remembering we're in New York; it's the perfect setting for this experiment."



As the mountain lion eventually flees the hills for the city, the performance becomes less textual and more theatrical. In a surreal sequence in which the lion visits Disneyland, a large "O" on the stage floor (representing a letter in the Hollywood sign) raises a few inches while the performers walk on it as well as around the lion in its center. "The fine line between book and play is what we're negotiating," said Smith, the actor.



Of the outdoor space, Winokur said: "One of the big questions we had was, 'Do plays work here?' It's not about music -- it's about language. We should know if that works."



"As we figure out what future seasons look like," he continued, "I think this is proof-positive that centering language really works if you're considering it in this way."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/10/theater/open-throat-little-island.html
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Critic's Notebook



The Wide, Wide World of Judy Chicago



The 84-year-old American is perhaps best known for her groundbreaking feminist installation "The Dinner Party," but she is an artist with a formidable range.




"What if Women Ruled the World?" (2020) by Judy Chicago at the LUMA Foundation in Arles, France.




By Emily LaBarge


Jul 03, 2024


Like all women and all art, Judy Chicago contains multitudes. This summer, the 84-year old American artist's lifelong interest in excavating and subverting female history through storytelling, activism and overtly feminine aesthetics and materials is on display in two bold and affecting European retrospectives.



Across venues in Britain and France, six decades of Chicago's distinctly feminist oeuvre show a remarkable range. Minimalist sculptures; psychedelic spray-painted car hoods; landscapes billowing with bright plumes of smoke; and paintings of swirling, hallucinatory flowers fill the galleries with Chicago's hallmark bright colors and undulating line.



Many works incorporate personal texts in tidy, looping cursive about gendered rejection, shame, longing and anger. And tapestries, wall hangings and monumental drawings on black paper present female bodies, including the body of the artist herself, in states of ecstasy, abandon, dissolution -- being born, giving birth, dying and evanescing into the ether in rainbow sweeps and spirals. These works foreground the female nude, its life-giving properties and implicit connection to the natural world.



One of the shows, "Herstory" -- which 
ran at the New Museum in New York
 this past fall and is now on show 
at the LUMA Foundation
 in Arles, France -- is a classic chronological display of Chicago's work from the early 1960s to the present; the other, "Revelations," 
at the Serpentine Galleries
 in London, focuses on the artist's drawings. The catalog for the London exhibition also includes an illuminated manuscript of the same name from the 1970s that Chicago produced while 
creating her best-known work
, "The Dinner Party" (1974-1979), an installation that imagines a ceremonial banquet for 39 pre-eminent women.




"In the Beginning," from "Birth Project" (1982), on display at the Serpentine Galleries in London.




Now a mainstay of art history studies, "The Dinner Party" has dominated understanding of Chicago's career despite her prolific and wide-ranging output. The vast triangular table with elaborate ceramic and embroidered place settings was the product of years of collaborative work with female artisans, and it distilled a decade of research in archives and libraries, where Chicago unearthed figure after figure who had made groundbreaking discoveries across disciplines but whose contributions had been erased from history. Each place setting at the banquet is devoted to one of these women, each with her own special embroidered cloth and ceramic plate.



"The Dinner Party" is not on show in either Arles or London, but a handful of Chicago's test plates and her careful pen-and-ink drawings for their designs are on display in both shows, featuring what might be called a kind of flowering vulva motif. The artist has referred to this as her "central core imagery," an aesthetic that privileges the circular over the horizontal or vertical, the orifice over the phallus, the diffuse and equally distributed over the singular and autonomous.



These ideas were so offensive at the time that when the University of the District of Columbia tried to acquire "The Dinner Party" in 1988, 
a lawmaker denounced it
 as "3-D ceramic pornography" on the floor of the House of Representatives. (A 10-minute video excerpt from the two-hour debate, which included no women, is on view at the Serpentine.) The work went into storage until 2002, when it entered 
the collection of the Brooklyn Museum
, where it has been on permanent display since 2007.




"The Dinner Party Plate Line Drawings" (1977-1978) and a test for the "Hatshepsut" plate (circa 1979) at the Serpentine.




The previously unpublished "Revelations" is a sprawling, five-chapter narrative in vivid vignettes telling of the ageless fight for power between men and women, including sections on primordial matriarchs and ancient goddess-worshiping societies. The longest chapter, "Myths, Legends, and Silhouettes," gives potted histories of some of Chicago's "Dinner Party" guests, including Sappho, Hildegard of Bingen, Artemisia Gentileschi, Susan B. Anthony, Sojourner Truth and Georgia O'Keeffe.



Some of the biographies are sentimental or cartoonish in Chicago's telling, but the stories of fortitude in the face of rejection, violence and humiliation form a litany that is enraging and astonishing, though not unfamiliar. By the close of the chapter, O'Keeffe emerges as a kind of 20th-century feminist patron saint, whose large paintings of tightly cropped flowers, luminous and swelling, defied early-20th-century artistic fashions. "Here is my flower, world," O'Keefe wrote in a 1939 exhibition catalog that Chicago quotes in "Revelations": "I'll paint what I see -- what the flower is to me -- but I'll paint it big and they will be surprised into taking time to look at it."



But the manuscript does not contain something O'Keeffe said next: "You hung all your own associations with flowers on my flower and you write about my flower as if I think and see what you think and see of the flower -- and I don't."




"Rainbow Picket" (1965-2021) and other Chicago works at the LUMA Foundation.




I like to think this is omitted because Chicago knows that reality can be disappointing and filled with rejection, but that's no reason to stop making. In the artist's work, femaleness is a performance, with and against expectations, interpreted by every woman who struggles to be the author of her own destiny.



In both London and Arles, I found myself returning to works from the artist's early and transitional pre-"Dinner Party" periods, during which she struggled to fit into the popular art movements of the time, such as Minimalism or Land Art, in which women were sidelined or simply unwelcome. (The curator 
Walter Hopps
 said that looking at Chicago's work was like watching a woman hike up her skirt, and 
John Coplans
, the founding editor of Artforum, told her, "You've got to decide if you want to be a woman or an artist.") But these pieces are truly -- to use a taboo word in art criticism these days -- beautiful.



At LUMA, three works from the "Pasadena Lifesavers" series (1969-70) shimmer and shine before the eye like Op Art candies. Each is composed of four doughnut shapes in different color combinations on acrylic, applied with a lacquer spray so delicate and with such a fine gradient that the flat forms seem to hover, turn and tremble. In the next room, a 1973 series of paintings devoted to female rulers (Queens Elizabeth II and Victoria of Britain, Queen Christine of Sweden), mesmerize like holy visions, pure optical pleasures in pale pink, yellow, blue, purple and cream. In London, prints and preparatory drawings for the series are similarly ethereal and masterfully executed.




Pencil works and studies at the Serpentine.




In both exhibitions, spaces are devoted to Chicago's smoke works, "Atmospheres" (1967-2022), which originated in the California desert. In the series' early works, Chicago's female peers walk through barren landscapes, their nude bodies painted brightly, setting off canisters of colored smoke. Photographs and videos of the performances are like abstract paintings in motion, the air vividly smeared with swelling trails that take on a life of their own. They show the potential of a collective in motion to produce something as unpredictable as it is deeply moving.



In contrast, later works, such as "What if Women Ruled the World," with its embroidered gold hangings originally made for a 2020 Dior haute couture show, are frustratingly literal. "Would the Earth Be Protected?" the banners ask. "Would God Be a Woman?" ... "Would There Be Violence?" ... Maybe -- and?



One of the many burdens of the category of "feminist artist" is that your work is often damned both if you do and if you don't, because no piece of art, no matter how iconic, can sufficiently represent all of womanhood or femaleness or feminism.
 
The most challenging art, like Chicago's best, offers new ways of thinking and making that you can practice on your own terms, too.
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Q. and A.



How 'Kill' Slices Bollywood Open



Five questions for the director Nikhil Nagesh Bhat about his Indian action film, which takes an ultraviolent step away from Bollywood conventions.




The actor Lakshya, center, with the director Nikhil Nagesh Bhat, right, on the set of "Kill."




By Robert Daniels


Jul 10, 2024


The writer-director Nikhil Nagesh Bhat bristles whenever someone labels his claustrophobic action film "Kill" as Bollywood. In "Kill" (in theaters), the characters rarely break out in song and there are few colorful sets -- just the mundane cars of a train on which the bulk of the movie takes place.



According to Bhat, in fact, "Kill" was inspired by a real-life train robbery he experienced in 1995. That memory is respun here into a story involving a lean commando named Amrit (Lakshya), who is working to save his girlfriend, Tulika (Tanya Maniktala), from a team of working-class bandits led by the spiteful Fani (Raghav Juyal). Amrit's gory, swinging, kicking barrage through tight train corridors -- propelled by a muscular exterior yet an emotional vulnerability -- is an action extravaganza accomplished through sharp technical execution.



In a Zoom interview, Bhat spoke about crafting fight sequences in tight spaces and his love of James Cameron's "Aliens." Below are edited excerpts from the conversation.



How did you shape the fighting styles here?



It comes from the story itself. Amrit is highly trained in commando warfare, which is a kind of martial arts. They're fighting these goons, who are robbers, who do not have any kind of training. They're street fighters. And we trained like that. We purposely made sure that it looks very raw and visceral, and it looks uncoordinated because the film is very emotional. I wanted every action sequence to be preceded by some kind of emotional upheaval or turmoil. It could not be one set piece of action after the other. It's being driven by the characters and their relationships, which are being tested throughout this journey.




Bhat, center, standing, with the actors Raghav Juyal, left, and Mohit Tripathi, right, on the set of "Kill."




Were there specific action films that influenced you?



"Atomic Blonde."
 I'm a huge fan of that film. But to be honest, because of its emotional shades, I don't solely look at this as an action film. The biggest inspiration for this film was 
James Cameron's "Aliens."
 It's a story where this alien is trying to protect its young ones and Ripley's trying to protect the kid. Because the story has been told from Ripley's point of view, the alien is the antagonist. But if you see it from the alien's point of view, it is just trying to survive. That was huge. It completely redefined my thought process, especially for this film.



Were you actively working against Bollywood conventions?



The first half of the film has almost a defensive kind of action. It's not something that is visceral. Only in the second half does that reaction change because of [Amrit's] mental health and his emotional state. I wanted to be away from the Bollywood kind of action because I don't conform to that kind of style. It's not what I would ever want to communicate or ever want to do because the moment that kind of action happens, the believability of the story goes for a toss.



How did you build these claustrophobic train sets?



When we started to build a set, the only thing I knew was that I wanted the set to be absolutely adaptive. So I wanted each and every wall to move and to be flexible. We worked on it for almost nine months. First, we created a miniature set. Then we made a set of around 10 feet with wood. Finally, we made a set with two coach cars. There were hydraulics, pulleys, and people pushing and pulling walls. The set was almost like "Transformers" -- it could just collapse and come back together at the same time when my camera was moving.




Bhat, center left wearing a mask, managing his actors and crew on a cramped set.




The set was cramped. There was no place for lights to be put in. So, we used the service lights for the set. My director of photography [Rafey Mehmood] constructed a panel on the roof through which an overhead dolly could capture everything. Because the action is close combat and it's such a personal story, my lensing changed [to] wide-angle lenses because I had to capture each emotion and each body movement. The set was so cramped only one department could work at any one point. That took a lot of time.



The moments of grieving here by men are rare for an action film. Could you explain what inspired that?



With the young people, we have tried to give them a lot of emotional vulnerability because I feel like in today's generation, we as men, we are very emotionally sensitive. This is an intimate story about personal loss, whose emotions come in the form of rage and guilt and grief. Because the idea that people like Amrit, people with lots of muscles, are very hard on the outside and don't communicate -- that's not the reality. With the antagonists, I wanted people to feel for them too. As the [bandits] start losing people, they start crying and they feel the same kind of emotion the protagonists were feeling in the first half of the film. In that way, I wanted the audience to rethink who to root for.
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Review: A Mixed Bill's Highlight Bodes Well for the Future



The best dance by far on Smuin Contemporary Ballet's program at the Joyce is by Amy Seiwert, who is about to be the company's director.




Smuin Contemporary Ballet dancers in "Renaissance," choreographed by Amy Seiwert.




By Brian Seibert


Jul 10, 2024


Smuin Contemporary Ballet
 is a company in transition. Thirty years ago, it was founded in San Francisco by Michael Smuin, a choreographer who had co-directed San Francisco Ballet but also worked on Broadway and in Hollywood. This modern-dance-size troupe expressed that populist ballet sensibility. Since Smuin's 
death in 2007
, it has been led by Celia Fushille. But now Amy Seiwert, a former company member and choreographer-in-residence whose resume also includes running Sacramento Ballet and her own group, is about to take over.



That could be good news, because Seiwert's contribution to the program of three New York premieres that the troupe is performing at the Joyce Theater this week is by far the best. Her "Renaissance" (2019), for one, has the most interesting music: largely traditional Bulgarian and Slavic songs recorded by Kitka, an Oakland-based women's vocal ensemble. Seiwert's dance catches some of the mystery in those otherworldly sounds.



Terez Dean Orr, the company's most senior and authoritative dancer, leads a sisterhood of women, who circle in deep, wide squats and interlace in daisy-chain patterns. Tess Lane appears later, distinguished by her costume as a kind of shadow to Orr, suspended and rotated and passed around weightlessly by men.



Throughout the work, Seiwert's choreography both rides the soaring arcs of the voices and registers the quick, unusual rhythms. There's a hint of "Les Noces," 
Bronislava Nijinska
's beautifully brutal folk-wedding dance, in the group patterns, though "Renaissance" is cheerier and more celebratory. Near the end, when Lane is walked again by men but now holding hands with a paper-doll line of women, a sense of solidarity comes through.




Annabelle Lopez Ochoa's "Tupelo Tornado," about Elvis Presley.




Compared to this, Val Caniparoli's 2014 work "Tutto Eccetto Il Lavandino" ("Everything But the Kitchen Sink") is anodyne. To a selection of Vivaldi, the dancers appear in various configurations, doing ballet with wiggles. It's pleasant in spots, but the eccentricity suggested by the title -- and underlined at the conclusion with a prop sink -- is tacked-on: tepid thrashing, cartoon sobbing, funky-chicken moves. The dancers lack the conviction to sell this, and the choreography, on the music in a dull way, brings out a milquetoast quality in their manner.



That's much preferable, though, to Annabelle Lopez Ochoa's new "Tupelo Tornado." As a portrait of Elvis Presley, it's a travesty. The curtain opens on an Elvis doll, a reduction of Elvis. The dancer playing Elvis (poor Brandon Alexander) spends most of the work lip-syncing with a box on his head like a tube television, as dancers in elbow-length gloves, tights and not much else writhe around him, sometimes in Elvis masks or kingly crowns.



The soundtrack is a hostilely fragmented collage of Presley recordings and documentary soundbites about his influence, his drug use and his well-known borrowings from Black artists. Would that Ochoa had done some of that borrowing herself; her work almost entirely lacks the idiomatic flavor of her subject. She seems to be trying to make a tired point about the traps of fame, but "Tupelo Tornado," if anything, casts Elvis's sorry end in a flattering light. Better Vegas kitsch than this Eurotrash nightmare.



Smuin Contemporary Ballet



Through Sunday at the Joyce Theater, Manhattan; 
joyce.org.
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'A Midsummer Night's Dream' Review: Sprinkling Magic Under a Night Sky



Fun is the main point of Carl Cofield's stylish outdoor staging of Shakespeare's comic fantasy for the Classical Theater of Harlem.




Mykal Kilgore, center, as a charismatic drama-stirring Puck in Classical Theater of Harlem's production of "A Midsummer Night's Dream."




By Laura Collins-Hughes


Jul 10, 2024


"
A Midsummer Night's Dream
," Shakespeare's sylvan comic fantasy about mischief-making fairies and enchanted lovers, is such gossamer entertainment that it's always a jolt to be reminded, near the start of the play, why the smitten young couple Hermia and Lysander flee to the forest in the first place.



It's because Hermia's father, Egeus, one of Shakespeare's many dreadful patriarchs, forbids her to marry Lysander. He insists that she wed Demetrius, a suitor whom she does not love.



"As she is mine," Egeus says in Carl Cofield's stylish production for 
the Classical Theater of Harlem
, "I may dispose of her: which shall be either with this gentleman" -- Demetrius, that is -- "or, according to our law, unto her death."



During Sunday's opening-night performance, the mention of a death sentence for Hermia drew a gasp from the crowd: Ancient barbarism had intruded on a scene glittering with Harlem Renaissance elegance. (The set is by Christopher and Justin Swader, costumes by Mika Eubanks.)



But that father-daughter moment is about as serious as Cofield's staging gets. In the Richard Rodgers Amphitheater at Marcus Garvey Park, fun is the main point. And if this free "Midsummer" doesn't deliver as much across-the-board delight as you may expect from the Classical Theater of Harlem, it does have a charismatic drama stirrer in Mykal Kilgore's Puck, sprinkling magic for the fairy king, Oberon (a sympathetic Victor Williams).



There is also a giggle-inducing gaggle of rude mechanicals, who put on the adorable show within the show. The comedian Russell Peters is billed as the star of "Midsummer," playing one of them: Nick Bottom, the weaver whom Puck transfigures into an ass, and with whom the ensorcelled fairy queen, Titania (Jesmille Darbouze, not given enough to do), falls in love. Peters, however, is scheduled to be absent from much of the run.



On opening night, Jaylen D. Eashmond -- Peters's understudy, fresh out of New York University's graduate acting program -- played Bottom, and proved an endearing comic match for two of the company's funniest regulars: Allen Gilmore as Peter Quince, the carpenter, and Carson Elrod as Tom Snout, the tinker. This band of rude mechanicals revels in silliness, and thrives.



As for the lovers, each is portrayed appealingly -- Hermia (Ra'Mya Latiah Aikens) and Lysander (played on Sunday by Marcus Fitzpatrick, the understudy), who are eloping through the forest; Demetrius (Brandon Carter), who follows them on a baby-blue bicycle; and the adoring Helena (Noah Michal), who pursues Demetrius even as he spurns her.



What's missing is a palpable sense of the relationships among them before fairy spells shift the dynamics. Without that underpinning, the comedy is forced, as in the eruption between Hermia and Helena, dear longtime friends, which seems no more than a catfight.



With a song list that includes Duke Ellington, Lionel Hampton, Benny Goodman, the Gershwins and the show's own composer, Frederick Kennedy, this production sows music and dance throughout. (Choreography is by Dell Howlett.) Surprisingly, given the set's nightclub look, those elements are less prominent than they often are in Classical Theater of Harlem shows.



But late on opening night, at the end of the Fourth of July weekend, the serendipity of outdoor theater in a busy city provided an extra flourish. As soon as Demetrius finished pledging his heart to Helena, a single firework went off somewhere nearby. For an instant, above the stage roof, the night sky dazzled.



A Midsummer Night's Dream
Through July 28 in the Richard Rodgers Amphitheater at Marcus Garvey Park, Manhattan; 
cthnyc.org
. Running time: 1 hour 45 minutes.
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A Brooklyn Jewelry Brand Takes Flight



Twenty years after opening in Williamsburg, Catbird is expanding across America.








By Misty White Sidell


Jul 07, 2024


On an afternoon this spring, Rony Elka Vardi and Leigh Batnick Plessner stood outside the Bedford Avenue storefront in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, that for years was a location of their jewelry boutique, Catbird. The cramped space, now a cafe serving coffee and Argentine pastries, has little more than 200 square feet.



"It's even tiny for a coffee shop," Ms. Vardi, 54, said.



Catbird opened at that location in 2006, about two years after Ms. Vardi started the company. But over the course of a decade, it outgrew the tiny shop. In 2022, Ms. Vardi and Ms. Batnick Plessner started selling Catbird's selection of itty-bitty, layerable jewelry at a nearby space in Williamsburg about 10 times the size. By then they had also opened a store in downtown Manhattan; last year, they opened a second, in Rockefeller Center.



Soon after came locations in Boston, Los Angeles and Washington. There are plans to open a San Francisco store this August and Catbird is aiming to open 10 more locations in places like Atlanta and Chicago by 2026, further expanding the national footprint of what has mostly remained a cult brand.



To walk into a Catbird store is to enter a world where jewelry and fashionable knickknacks from the brand and other makers are displayed alongside prim trappings like starched white-lace curtains, antique furniture, overgrown house plants and smoky, slightly crooked mirrors.




Rony Elka Vardi, a founder of Catbird, right, and her husband, Dwight Weeks, outside the brand's first store on Metropolitan Avenue in Williamsburg, in 2004. It moved to a space on Bedford Avenue in 2006 before relocating to a much larger location in the neighborhood in 2022.





Catbird now occupies a much larger storefront on North Seventh Street in Williamsburg with a second floor.




Ms. Batnick Plessner, 45, the company's chief creative officer, said the brand's aesthetic delicately straddles "trash and treasure."



When Catbird was founded, in 2004, those pillars of its identity could also be used to describe Williamsburg. Back then, 
the area
 was in the midst of transforming from an industrial neighborhood into a trendy destination known around the world.



Chris DeCrosta, a co-founder of the commercial real-estate firm GoodSpace, which has helped bring companies like Apple and Supreme to the neighborhood, said Catbird was among a handful of brands "that made people want to come to Williamsburg to shop." He added that most of its contemporaries -- stores like 
Bird
 and 
Gentry
 -- "don't exist anymore." (Catbird's Williamsburg store is now in the space formerly occupied by Gentry.)



Catbird may have benefited from riding the wave of modern Williamsburg's popularity, but it has endured by being a gateway to the world of fine jewelry for many millennial and Gen Z customers. Its dainty pieces made of recycled 14-karat-gold and other luxurious materials are often priced lower than jewelry made of non-precious metals sold by some designer brands.



Catbird's jewelry is considered demi-fine, a style that "bridges the gap between desire and approachability," said Sam Broekema, the editor in chief of Only Natural Diamonds, a website and magazine published by the Natural Diamond Council. Younger demi-fine jewelry companies include Stone and Strand, Mejuri and AUrate. Mr Broekema said Catbird is "the O.G."



The idea for Catbird came to Ms. Vardi in the early 2000s, not long after she moved to Brooklyn in 1999. She was working at the cosmetics company Bliss and had about $16,000 in savings. Williamsburg's much cheaper rents back then made the neighborhood a good place for pursuing "personal projects," as she put it. Hers would be a boutique selling jewelry, clothes, paper goods and home wares from various small brands.



"There were very few places to shop," Ms. Vardi said.



Soon after starting Catbird, she decided to focus on selling jewelry. She gravitated toward pieces with diminutive proportions and a certain handwrought charm, from brands like Digby & Iona and Elisa Solomon, which Catbird has sold since its early days.




Ms. Vardi, right, with Leigh Batnick Plessner, Catbird's chief creative officer, who sold paper goods at the store before joining the company in 2005.





Catbird is known for itty-bitty jewelry made of recycled 14-karat-gold and other luxurious materials, a style called "demi-fine."




"I have always loved small jewelry because I'm generally an unfussy person," Ms. Vardi said.



Other items Catbird was selling back then included products from a greeting-card company started by Ms. Batnick Plessner, who first met Ms. Vardi in 2005. She joined the Catbird staff later that year and, since 2008, has been Ms. Vardi's near-equal creative partner in the business.



The women have marketed products by leaning heavily into the personal relationship people can have with jewelry. Part of Ms. Batnick Plessner's job is to come up with lyrical names for Catbird pieces -- like Dewdrop, for a tiny stud earring -- to help make them more covetable.



"It's the idea of, 'What thing can it tug on in someone's emotional center?'" she said.



Catbird also uses its jewelry's scale as a selling point, sometimes promoting its baubles as "the tiniest." The Dewdrop stud ($128 each), one of its most popular styles, juxtaposes a two-millimeter-wide pearl beside an even smaller diamond, both of which are held in place by 14-karat-gold prongs not much larger than grains of sand.



A sizable portion of Catbird's in-house line has always been made in Brooklyn; first at factories in Williamsburg, and now at the Brooklyn Navy Yard near Fort Greene, where the company moved its headquarters and production facilities in 2018.



From July 2023 to June 2024, Catbird sold about 350,000 pieces from its in-house line; about half were made at the Navy Yard. Joel Weiss, an owner of Carrera Casting in Manhattan's Diamond District, which develops jewelry with Catbird and other brands like David Yurman, Judith Ripka and Costco, called Catbird a "monster." He said that he couldn't think of another company that produces a higher amount of pieces in New York City.



Ms. Vardi and Ms. Batnick Plessner said a sign that Catbird had penetrated certain taste-making crowds came in 2012, when some fashion observers noticed that a ring it had been selling -- a gold band
 
meant to be worn over the first knuckle of a finger -- 
might have inspired
 the jewelry in a Chanel haute couture runway show.



"That was one of the first inklings that it was more than a tiny store," Ms. Batnick Plessner said.



Since then, Catbird pieces have been tagged in countless 
TikTok videos
 and worn by Taylor Swift and Meghan, Duchess of Sussex. Collaborations with the Metropolitan Museum of Art, J. Crew, musicians like 
Phoebe Bridgers
 and actresses like Jenny Slate have also helped to grow its profile.



On a Sunday in April, shoppers in Boston wandered in and out of the Catbird store that opened on Newbury Street in December. Not all were aware of the company's Brooklyn roots. Some had come for gifts; others, to get "zapped" -- a service, starting at $98, in which 
chain bracelets are laser soldered
 around customers' wrists at specialized in-store booths.



The nationwide expansion of Catbird, which has some 234 employees and makes almost 60 percent of its annual sales online, has been partly led by a relatively new chief executive, Motoko Sakurai, who joined the company about two years ago. Ms. Vardi has wound down her day-to-day involvement in the business; she now mostly handles creative work alongside Ms. Batnick Plessner.



Catbird's retail expansion has been funded partially by a round of private equity investment from backers including Victor Capital Partners. Ms. Sakurai, Ms. Vardi and Ms. Batnick Plessner declined to disclose the amount of private equity funding Catbird has received. Dave Affinito, a partner at Victor Capital Partners, declined to disclose the size of the firm's investment in an email. But he said that he has been a fan of the company for some time and that "more people deserve to have the Catbird experience."



Ms. Sakurai
, 50, who goes by Mo, previously held executive roles at David Yurman and The Frye Company. She acknowledged that opening stores across the country poses risks. "My biggest goal is to maintain the authenticity of the brand and grow it in a thoughtful way," she said.



Carolyn Rafaelian, whose popular jewelry company 
Alex and Ani
 undertook an ambitious expansion funded by private equity investments only to crater and ultimately 
file for bankruptcy
, understood the desire to expand Catbird's brick-and-mortar footprint. "It's detrimental to a brand at a certain point if they don't have a physical presence," she said.



Ms. Rafaelian, who left Alex and Ani as the business was declining and has since founded other jewelry brands like &Livy, added that Catbird's business model has positioned it to weather growing pains.



"Anyone can create ideas and send it overseas to have it made, but they are artisans," she said. "It's part of their story. You are not just buying a trinket."
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Third Wheel



Like a Firing Squad, but for Romantic Rejection



Pop! Pop! Pop! Pop! A new dating-show format asks contestants to pop a balloon to signal that they're not interested. Who said heartbreak had to be quiet?




In the YouTube series "Pop the Balloon or Find Love," participants' balloons last only as long as their romantic interest does.




By Gina Cherelus


Jul 04, 2024


The rubber balloon has worn many hats since it was invented 200 years ago. It has been used to spruce up birthday parties and political rallies, operate flying machines and open arteries. The fictional killer clown Pennywise used one to lure in his child victims; some expectant parents deploy them to reveal their unborn child's sex.



Now it's being pressed into service in the hunt for love.



In a popular new dating-show format, a contestant is brought out to face a line of singles, each one holding a red balloon. If the singles like what they see, they hold on to their balloons. If not, they are free to pop one at any time, sometimes -- often, in fact -- before the person even has a chance to speak.



It is unclear who created the concept or when it first hit the web, but content creators have begun to spin up one iteration after another. There are 
gay versions
 of the show; versions in which contestants are rated based on 
their body types
; and even versions that dispense with balloons entirely, using 
printed-out bank statements
 to inform selections instead.



In the YouTube series "Pop the Balloon or Find Love," one of the more popular takes on the concept, one man was rejected after revealing that 
he worked in law enforcement
 and another 
for liking anime
. In another round, a woman was rejected for appearing, 
in one man's estimation
, to "need therapy."



According to the series's creators, the producer Bolia Matundu, 31, and the host Arlette Amuli, 28, a married couple who live in Phoenix, they wanted their blind-dating show to be a more mature take on the concept, from the studio setup to the seriousness of the contestants.




Bolia Matundu and Arlette Amuli, the married couple behind "Pop the Balloon or Find Love."




Mr. Matundu, an Afrobeat musician born in the Democratic Republic of Congo and raised in London, where he lived for 20 years before meeting his wife in Phoenix in 2018, said he noticed last fall that the trend was taking off online, but it was mostly videos engaging with concepts like "smash or pass" or examining body counts.



"I don't claim that I owned this idea," he said in an interview. "I was inspired by it, just like many other people are inspired by us."



Mr. Matundu and Ms. Amuli, who was also born in Congo, select contestants according to participants' preferences, including age, height and whether they want children. Usually there are nine people standing in line in the studio, and as many as seven singles will be trotted out to be assessed over the course of an episode.



After a participant pops his or her balloon, Ms. Amuli approaches the decliner for a brief interview, asking for an explanation of the rejection. In the event of a match, the two participants are expected to go on a date and follow up a month later.



This process of elimination may be uncomfortably reminiscent of a firing squad. But thankfully, the rat-a-tat fusillade isn't lethal -- just the jarring sound of rejection. Sometimes, contestants become defensive, swapping petty jabs over their features and lifestyles.



This might not sound like your idea of a good time, but that has not stopped people from signing up to appear on these shows. (According to Mr. Matundu, he and his wife have received as many as 60 applications in a day.) And far more have tuned in to watch, with online viewership climbing into the millions across YouTube, X, Instagram and TikTok. But what does this reveal about today's dating landscape, where the discourse feels unending and the options slim?




Once the latex has settled, contestants are asked to explain their decisions to pop or not.




Maybe this is just a next-generation "Next," the early-2000s MTV dating show that featured a contestant cycling through would-be matches in a private R.V. simply by shouting "Next!" The show was controversial during its run, but from our vantage point in the age of swiping, it was also prophetic.



According to Ms. Amuli, the personable host of "Pop the Balloon," the show is resonating with viewers, even hate watchers, because it reflects dating today: "It's kind of like a dating app, but in real life."



"You just see people's thought processes, how they go about picking someone who they think could be a potential match for them," she said. "A lot of topics come up that are really good discussion points."



The show's structure encourages people to cut to the chase in terms of partner selection, prioritizing physical attributes, basic values and relationship goals over the small talk about one's job or favorite color we've come to expect on a first date. The questions you hear on the show, Ms. Amuli said, are what people eventually ask someone they are dating, but this time, "it comes faster than usual."



That directness has sparked criticism from viewers who find the approach demeaning or superficial. Of course, others appreciate any effort to cut through the fat and spark more meaningful dialogue. In a way, the show is holding a mirror up to its viewers, showing them what their dating pool looks like now, for better or for worse.



Send your thoughts, 
stories and tips to 
thirdwheel@nytimes.com
.
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How a Patriotic Painting Became the Internet's Soap Box



"Freedom of Speech," the World War II-era painting by Norman Rockwell, has taken on a new life online.




"Freedom of Speech," completed in 1943, is among a series of works by the American painter and illustrator Norman Rockwell that depicted the "four freedoms" promoted in a Franklin D. Roosevelt speech.




By Charles W. McFarlane


Jul 03, 2024


So you have an opinion you want to share online -- something you need to get off your chest. Maybe it's about the current political climate. Maybe you want to have the final word on whether or not people should wear their shoes in the house.



If you know you have a spicy take on your hands, you might look to the American painter and illustrator Norman Rockwell to help you share it. Across social media, his work "Freedom of Speech" appears alongside all manner of strong opinions, from the highly serious to the absurd to the esoteric, enshrining itself into the lingua franca of the internet decades after its creators' death.



The oil painting, which shows a man dressed in work wear standing and poised to speak amid a crowd of men in suits, is part of a series by Rockwell inspired by Franklin D. Roosevelt's 1941 State of the Union address arguing for U.S. involvement in World War II. In his remarks, the president outlined four universal freedoms that Americans should fight to guarantee for all: freedom of speech, freedom of worship, freedom from want and freedom from fear.



According to the internet encyclopedia 
Know Your Meme
, the painting began showing up in posts on X, then Twitter, in 2020. It wasn't until two years later, though, that it started spreading widely, first with a post by a user who shared the image with an opinion on shrimp-fried rice ("a shrimp did not fry that rice!").



Since then, the image has been used to take a stance on divisive 
personal essays
, weigh in on 
Taylor Swift albums
, proselytize the merits of 
hard-shell tacos
 and decry the state of 
professional football
.



On the day former President Donald J. Trump was 
found guilty
 of 34 felony counts in a New York court, Mary Katharine Ham, a Fox News contributor, posted a picture of the painting with the comment, "
jailing your political opponents is bad, actually
" -- to which the frequent anti-Trump poster Armand Domalewski replied with the same image and the comment, "
nobody being above the law is good, actually
."



That the painting has become a hit online isn't as unlikely as it may seem. 
Joshua Citarella
, an artist in New York who researches online political subcultures, said the artwork had a natural affinity with the social media platform where it has spread.



A stated goal of X is to "give anyone the ability to speak to the crowd and to give a platform to any opinion," Mr. Citarella said. (Elon Musk and previous chief executives of the platform have called it the "town square" of the internet.) "If one had to illustrate Twitter in an image, it would be very well encapsulated in this very painting," he added.



But the viral life of "Freedom of Speech" long predates X debates. Stephanie Haboush Plunkett, the deputy director and chief curator of the Norman Rockwell Museum in Stockbridge, Mass., home to the "Four Freedom" paintings, said Rockwell's oeuvre was intended to distill and quickly spread a mass message.



"Many Americans did not register what the meaning of those freedoms truly were" and found Roosevelt's speech abstract, Ms. Plunkett said. What Rockwell wanted to do, she continued, "was to try to envision them in a way that a large populace could understand."



"The Four Freedoms" and Rockwell's interpretations of them were everywhere in American life in the 1940s. They appeared on covers of The Saturday Evening Post, where Rockwell regularly published his work. The government put them on postage stamps, 
displayed them in an exhibition
 as part of its nationwide war-bond drive and printed them on posters that 
helped raise $133 million
 for the war effort.



More recently, the paintings were used as inspiration for "
Imagining Freedom
," a virtual exhibition at the Rockwell museum that includes many contemporary interpretations of his work, including a piece by the artist Maurice (Pops) Peterson, who in 2015 
reimagined "Freedom From Fear"
 for the Black Lives Matter era.



"We've done a fair amount of work in terms of how his imagery has been appropriated, parodied or memed," said Rich Bradway, the digital innovation officer at the museum.



Mr. Citarella said he had noticed that the "Freedom of Speech" painting was a little bit more popular online "with people who are on the left," as part of a small but growing trend of memes related to 
Roosevelt
 and 
the New Deal
.



The longing for a return to an imagined golden age of liberalism comes as there is a push from some on the right to return to the racial and gender hierarchies of midcentury America. On the left, there seems to be a small effort to "reclaim some of that imagery," Mr. Citarella said.



"There's a real push and pull with the semiotic use of this particular image," he said of "Freedom of Speech."



But the painting's effort at universality still seems to resonate with those who share it online.



"Even if you are not a middle-aged white man speaking, people use him to represent themselves," said Kathryn Winn, the author and editor of the Substack newsletter 
Memeforum
. "There is a neutrality to him in that he's not making an expression or saying anything beyond 'This is my opinion.'"



For much of his career, and long after his death, Rockwell was considered "an enemy of modern art," a "lowly calendar artist" and "a cornball and a square," according to Deborah Solomon, who published a biography of Rockwell in 2013. But in recent years, Rockwell's work has 
fetched tens of millions
 at auction houses -- far exceeding expectations for American paintings -- and has been looked on more kindly by some critics.



That Rockwell has been entered into the internet's canon, too, is "a great way to maintain his presence in the public consciousness," Ms. Plunkett said. Even if "Freedom of Speech" is largely wielded with irony online, something of its original meaning seems to shine through.



People from "all sides of the political spectrum" may use the painting to express, say, their views on 
pineapple as a pizza topping
, Ms. Winn said. "The meme shows that we value freedom of speech, even at its most stupid, and that's what Twitter is for."
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Hair Oil Gets a Slick Reboot



Some South Asian women remember being embarrassed of their families' hair oiling traditions. Now, beauty brands, bloggers and celebrities are embracing them.




"I hated it as a kid because when you're a kid, you want to be like everyone else, and no one else was hair oiling," said Kirin Bhatty, a celebrity makeup artist in Los Angeles.




By Alisha Haridasani Gupta


Jul 08, 2024


Hair oiling days for the comedian and actress Lilly Singh were always a family affair.



The entire Singh clan -- including her cousins, aunties and uncles down the street -- would gather in the living room, each waiting to have their scalps rigorously massaged by her mother or grandmother.



"Yes, it was good for hair," she said in a recent interview. "But it was also just -- for lack of a better word -- a vibe."



The good vibes remained until Ms. Singh started high school, where the shiny, oiled look was seen as decidedly uncool by her peers, a perception that she and her cousins internalized. "I don't think I ever did a slicked-back braid in high school ever -- I'd rather jump off a building," she deadpanned.



It's a familiar childhood story for many women of color, who remember washing their hair before the start of a new week to avoid taunts at school or stares in public.



"My parents are Pakistani, and I've been hair oiling since I had hair," said Kirin Bhatty, a celebrity makeup artist who grew up in Los Angeles. "I hated it as a kid because when you're a kid, you want to be like everyone else, and no one else was hair oiling. I just wanted, at the time, to have an 
Herbal Essences
 moment."




Ms. Bhatty's jasmine oil. 




Like Ms. Singh, she abandoned her weekly ritual when she went off to college.



But lately, in sharp contrast with the hair hygiene practices of the late 1990s and early 2000s -- when 
dry shampoo
 was whipped out at even the slightest sign of grease and near-daily hair washes were de rigueur -- oiled hair has become a distinct part of the "It" girl look.



On TikTok, where the hashtag #hairoiling has garnered almost two billion views, young women post videos of themselves 
heading to the gym
 or 
running errands
 wearing the kind of greasy ponytails that Ms. Singh would have never left the house in. One influencer, Nicole Mehta, wore an 
oiled bun to a New York Fashion Week show
. Another, Diipa Buller-Khosla, slicked her hair back to walk down 
the red carpet at the Cannes Film Festival
. In one TikTok video, the influencer and model Valeria Lipovetsky shows her followers how to achieve her "
wet hair" look using oils and masks
.



"You want the hair looking dirty and greasy and weird," she jokes in the video.



Celebrities like 
Hailey Bieber
, 
Kim Kardashian
 and 
Sofia Richie
 -- who have powerful sway over larger style trends -- have shared in recent years that they slather their hair with oil, too. And in February, Beyonce told 
Essence magazine
 that the hair oil in her new hair care line, 
Cecred
, was inspired by the oiling practices of her mother, Tina Knowles.



"People are always asking me, like, 'Hey, I saw this on TikTok -- which oil do you think is good for my hair?'" said Xavier Velasquez, a celebrity hair stylist whose clients include Maria Sharapova and Olivia Wilde. "They kind of want an easy way out of having to style their hair in the humidity or after getting out of a pool or at the beach."



The trend is part of a broader shift that some industry experts are calling the "skinification" of hair -- a renewed focus on nourishing one's scalp and hair through multistep routines rather than merely styling it. Sales of scalp care products grew 24 percent in the first quarter compared with the same time last year, according to the market research firm Circana, compared with 9 percent growth in the overall hair segment. And growth in hair oil sales, the firm found, has outpaced the total category by more than 1.5 times so far this year.



Sephora has also seen "a significant shift in consumer preference" toward products that address scalp concerns and hair thinning and a "growing interest" in hair oils, Jennifer Lucchese, the company's vice president for hair care merchandising, said in an email statement.



With skin care, "people started to move away from just color and cosmetics to 'wait, what if my baseline skin was great?'" said Rooshy Roy, the founder and chief executive of Aavrani, an ayurvedic skin care brand that branched out with a hair care line in collaboration with Ms. Singh. "I think that shift is happening with hair care." Aavrani's hair products -- which include an oil and a serum -- quickly sold out after hitting Sephora's Canada website in March.



Consumers are now focused on elevating "that foundational level of hair," Ms. Roy said.



Mentions of oiling the scalp and hair can be found in thousand-year-old ayurvedic texts from the Indian subcontinent, where the term "champi" and its derivatives translates to "massage" and is the origin of the word shampoo.




Lilly Singh, who collaborated with Rooshy Roy, the founder and chief executive of Aavrani, on a hair care line. Last September, Ms. Singh showed off her shiny, waist-length hair at a launch party in New York.




An Indian entrepreneur, 
Sake Dean Mahomed
, helped spread the practice in the West in 1814, when he opened a bathhouse in Brighton, England, that offered a champi featuring Indian herbs and oils, presenting it as a treatment for all kinds of health concerns. It became so popular among aristocrats that he was appointed the 
"shampooing surgeon" for King George IV
.



Ms. Buller-Khosla, who is also the founder of the skin and hair care brand Inde Wild, based her hair oil on a recipe that her mother brewed at home for decades. It includes castor oil, sesame oil, hibiscus flowers and native Indian herbs. The United States has become the brand's biggest market since it introduced the oil two years ago, she said. (For the record, at 65, her mother, who features prominently in Inde Wild's branding, has a full head of 
lush hair that reaches down to her ankles
.)



Other cultures have long had their own versions of hair oil, too. In Latina communities, scalp care often features ingredients like 
maracuja
 (passion fruit) or 
acai oil
. For Black women, moisturizing the scalp with oil is a common part of 
wash days
, said Taylor Anise, who has used social media to document her journey back to wearing her natural hair.



Some people have mixed emotions about the new appreciation for an old, cherished ritual. Tensions came to the fore last year when a rosemary-mint hair oil sold by 
Mielle Organics
, a long-admired and fiercely guarded brand among Black people, became so popular on TikTok after it was shared by a white influencer that it sold out in stores across the country. Some Black women were shocked and felt protective of the product, which was more than just a trend to them.




Ms. Bhatty said she and her partner had started their own hair oiling practice, as a form of self-care.




Similar feelings are bubbling up for some South Asian women lately. The recent boom in hair oil is an example of the "exoticization of our culture," said Priya Satiani, a talent manager in Los Angeles who also remembers hair oiling as a central part of her childhood. "It's a fine line -- on the one hand, it's amazing to be appreciated, but it's also terrible to be appropriated."



Many South Asians are now revisiting the cultural practice. Ms. Satiani said that she started oiling her 9-month-old niece's hair as a way to pass on the tradition. Ms. Bhatty, the celebrity makeup artist, introduced hair oiling to her partner, and they have since turned it into a weekly self-care session.



Ms. Singh said: "This thing that I used to feel really insecure about and that I used to be made fun of is trendy -- does that hurt me a little bit? Yeah, I won't lie."



"Now when I have oil in my hair, people will approach me and be like, 'Your hair looks so good right now,'" she added. "And I'm like, 'Where were you when I was in high school?'"
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