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        Election 2024 live updates: Biden campaign lays out its path to victory in memo
        Maegan Vazquez, Mariana Alfaro, Amy B Wang, Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah

        Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.

      

      
        U.S. military fails to reconnect Gaza pier, says mission will end soon
        Dan Lamothe

        The Pentagon's floating pier off Gaza, directed by President Biden in March, has been sidelined several times by poor weather and rough seas.

      

      
        Democratic allies plot effort to defend Kamala Harris against Trump attacks
        Michael Scherer

        The vice president has come under renewed attack by Republicans as Democrats debate President Biden's continued candidacy.

      

      
        Is a hazy 2-point shift enough to warrant dumping Biden?
        Philip Bump

        Baked-in views and incremental shifts add to uncertainty about November -- and give the president cover.

      

      
        Democrats criticize Biden privately, back him publicly. Sound familiar?
        Ashley Parker

        The scale is different, but some see echoes of Republican reluctance to criticize Trump even as they distanced themselves behind closed doors.

      

      
        Trump and Jeffrey Epstein: No links shown in latest documents
        Glenn Kessler

        Rep. Ted Lieu (D-Calif.) claims reporters aren't covering Donald Trump and Jeffrey Epstein. But there's nothing new.

      

      
        Biden says he decided to stay in the race. Some Democrats want a different decision.
        Liz Goodwin

        Hill Democrats suddenly say Biden has a decision to make. Biden says he has decided.

      

      
        Most Democrats want Biden to drop out, but overall race is static, poll finds
        Dan Balz, Scott Clement, Emily Guskin

        More than half of Democrats say Biden should end his candidacy. Overall, 2 in 3 adults say the president should step aside, including more than 7 in 10 independents.

      

      
        News conference looms large in Biden's bid to save his candidacy
        Toluse Olorunnipa

        The event caps NATO's 75th anniversary summit, which the president hosted, though questions about his political standing and health are likely to dominate.

      

      
        Arkansas official rejects bid to put abortion rights measure on ballot
        Frances Vinall

        Secretary of State John Thurston (R) said the petitioners failed to submit proper paperwork. The amendment effort sought to restore abortion access up to 18 weeks.

      

      
        Pelosi urges Biden to make a decision; Clooney calls for withdrawal
        Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez

        Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.

      

      
        An Iowa baseball team needed a pitcher. A state legislator took the mound.
        Daniel Wu

        Iowa state Rep. J.D. Scholten (D) threw 100 pitches to lead the Sioux City Explorers to a win as a last-minute replacement for the short-staffed baseball team.

      

      
        Pelosi opens the door, subtly, to replacing Biden
        Leigh Ann Caldwell, Marianna Sotomayor, Jacqueline Alemany, Paul Kane

        Pelosi and other Hill leaders are looking for a way to delicately get Biden to step aside.

      

      
        Peter Welch becomes first senator to call for Biden to step aside
        Liz Goodwin

        Peter Welch becomes first senator to call for Biden to step aside.

      

      
        Ballot deadlines add urgency for Democrats weighing Biden's fitness to run
        Colby Itkowitz, Amy Gardner, Patrick Marley

        Experts say the party risks a complex and murky path if it attempts to change its presidential candidate once one has been formally nominated.

      

      
        Biden should provide evidence he can beat Trump, Democratic leaders say
        Tyler Pager, Michael Scherer, Dan Balz

        The calls came as top union leaders, more lawmakers and even some campaign staff members expressed grave concerns about his candidacy.

      

      
        Biden's aging and demeanor face scrutiny at NATO summit
        Yasmeen Abutaleb, Michael Birnbaum

        Many alliance leaders dread the potential return of Trump to the White House, prompting anxiety about Biden's prospects.

      

      
        New data upends how we think about the partisanship of young Americans
        Philip Bump

        The Pew Research Center's NPORS poll finds that young Americans, particularly young White people, are now more likely to identify with the GOP than with Democrats.

      

      
        97-year-old judge loses lawsuit challenging suspension from the bench
        Tobi Raji

        Judge Pauline Newman was suspended from the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit after she declined to participate in an investigation into her fitness.

      

      
        Harris boosts Biden at AKA convention, tapping network of Black women
        Sabrina Rodriguez, Cleve R. Wootson Jr.

        Vice president pushes ahead with campaign swing touting Biden amid roiling debate among Democrats over his candidacy.

      

      
        Pelosi urges Biden to make decision on race, despite his insistence he will stay
        Amy B Wang

        "It's up to the president to decide if he is going to run. We're all encouraging him to to make that decision, because time is running short," former House speaker Nancy Pelosi said Wednesday on MSNBC's "Morning Joe."

      

      
        Pelosi and Democrats to Biden: Maybe take the hint, please?
        Aaron Blake

        Few congressional Democrats are calling for Biden to drop out. But many are refusing to give him anything amounting to a vote of confidence, and that's telling.

      

      
        Ukraine's first F-16s will see combat this summer, officials say
        Alex Horton

        Denmark and the Netherlands have begun to transfer the F-16s they promised to Ukraine, while Belgium and Norway said they would supply others.

      

      
        George Clooney and the growing celebrity revolt against Biden
        Herb Scribner, Janay Kingsberry

        George Clooney said in a New York Times opinion piece Wednesday that he wants President Biden to drop out of the race.

      

      
        From a GOP platform to a MAGA one
        Philip Bump

        Even when Trump was the nominee in 2016, the GOP platform adhered to traditional rhetoric and presentation. Now, like the party itself, the platform is fully Trumpian.

      

      
        Democrats are justified in being freaked out about November
        Philip Bump

        Sen. Michael Bennet (D-Colo.) warned that his party was at risk of being wiped out. The polls back that concern.

      

      
        Hill Democrats remain divided on Biden, with one senator fearing Trump 'landslide'
        Mariana Alfaro, Marianna Sotomayor, Jacqueline Alemany

        Some are enthusiastically backing the president. Others are resigned to him leading the ticket. And still more are watching and waiting.
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Election 2024 live updates: Biden campaign lays out its path to victory in memo
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Maegan Vazquez, Mariana Alfaro, Amy B Wang, Patrick Svitek, Azi Paybarah, Marianna Sotomayor, Paul Kane, Liz Goodwin, Cristiano Lima-Strong, Theodoric Meyer, Frances Vinall, Dan Balz, Scott Clement, Emily Guskin, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Glenn Kessler, Tyler Pager, Ashley Parker, Jacqueline Alemany, Michael Scherer, Colby Itkowitz, Amy Gardner, Patrick Marley | 2024-07-11
The Biden campaign argues that it can win in a new memo obtained by The Washington Post, in which top officials say they are focusing on the "blue wall" states of Michigan, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania, and dismiss polling shifts that have come since President Biden's debate performance. The memo is likely to be a preview of what the campaign will tell concerned Democratic senators at their meeting today. It also comes as most Democrats nationwide say Biden should end his reelection campaign based on his performance in the last month's debate against Donald Trump, according to a Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll. The poll results contradict Biden's claim that only party elites want him to step aside.
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U.S. military fails to reconnect Gaza pier, says mission will end soon
The Pentagon's floating pier off Gaza, announced by President Biden in March, has been sidelined several times by poor weather and rough seas.
By Dan Lamothe | 2024-07-11

A ship is seen June 27 near the temporary floating pier previously anchored by the United States to boost aid deliveries in the Gaza Strip. (Mohammed Saber/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


The U.S. military has failed to re-anchor its humanitarian pier to Gaza, the Pentagon said Thursday, and soon will "cease operations" on a mission plagued by setbacks.
Maj. Gen. Patrick Ryder, a spokesman, said in a statement that U.S. troops tried to reconnect the floating pier to the shoreline Wednesday but were unable to do so because of "technical and weather-related issues." The pier and its support vessels were taken back to the Israeli port of Ashdod, where they had sheltered amid the latest spell of rough waves, and will remain there until further notice, Ryder said
"The pier will soon cease operations, with more details on that process and timing available in the coming day," he said.
Ryder's statement does not make clear whether U.S. forces will indeed try again to reattach the pier, or why the failed attempt to do so was not disclosed Wednesday. Efforts to resume operations had been forecast for days, after U.S. personnel moved the structure to Ashdod late last month citing worries that rough waves, which had earlier caused extensive damage to the structure, could jeopardize it once again.
Defense officials have said repeatedly that the pier's deployment is temporary and dependent on calm seas to enable aid delivery, while noting that optimal seasonal conditions could end soon. The floating structure is connected to land by a steel causeway, and is limited to operating in waves that are no more than three feet high, according to past assessments in U.S. military journals.
The operation has delivered nearly 20 million pounds of food ashore since it began on May 17. It's a fraction of what humanitarian groups say is needed as Palestinians trapped by the fighting between Israel and Hamas face starvation and Israeli officials resist U.S. and international demands to let more aid into Gaza via land routes.
Moreover, distribution from the pier has been challenged by aid groups' fears for their workers' safety as the war's staggering number of civilian casualties continues to climb. Until recently, arriving supplies were left to pile up in a staging area along the beach. A U.S. defense official familiar with the issue, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss recent developments, said a significant amount of that aid has been moved to other locations, leaving room for new deliveries if the pier can get up and running again.
The U.S. Agency for International Development, which coordinates with the humanitarian groups working in Gaza, will continue to use all available routes into the territory to get food and medicine to Palestinian civilians in need, an official there said. Those groups have begun using the port at Ashdod, north of Gaza, for additional aid deliveries, the official said.
The on-again, off-again maritime mission has been a source of controversy in a polarized Washington, with administration officials defending the effort despite its numerous setbacks while other Democrats have said it underscores President Biden's failure to compel Israeli leaders to prioritize civilians' safety and well-being.
Several Republicans have called repeatedly for the pier's permanent removal, citing safety concerns for the roughly 1,000 U.S. troops involved in the mission.
The project was announced by Biden in March, with administration officials forecasting that the pier would enable delivery of up to 2 million meals per day to starving Palestinians. Officials forecast that deliveries would begin in early May, but in what would become a recurring theme, strong waves altered the plan, pushing back the pier's initial anchoring until the middle of the month.
On May 25, days after initial shipments began flowing, heavy seas and high winds tossed four Army vessels onto the Gaza shore and broke the pier into pieces, prompting suspension of the mission. Pentagon officials estimated that the pier incurred at least $22 million in damage.
U.S. troops reassembled it at Ashdod and then towed it back into place June 8. It was removed six days later -- again because of weather concerns. Before its most recent removal at the end of June, the pier had facilitated steady deliveries for about a week, with 10 million pounds of aid brought ashore, the Pentagon said.
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Democratic allies plot effort to defend Kamala Harris against Trump attacks 
The vice president has come under renewed attack by Republicans as Democrats debate President Biden's continued candidacy.
By Michael Scherer | 2024-07-11

Vice President Harris speaks at a campaign event in Las Vegas on Tuesday. (Bridget Bennett for The Washington Post)


The Kamala D. Harris cavalry is coming.
Democratic donors and strategists, alarmed by the recent stumbles of President Biden, have launched an advertising and public research effort to create what one group calls a "pro-Kamala surround-sound campaign" to improve public perceptions of the vice president.
Organizers say the effort is needed regardless of whether Harris remains on the ticket as Biden's running mate or replaces him  later this summer, since concerns over Biden's age have raised Harris's importance in the race. At the forefront of the push is Way to Win, a donor-strategy network closely affiliated with other liberal-money networks such as the Democracy Alliance and the Movement Voter Project.
"The reason for turning the volume up on boosting Kamala now is that Democrats cannot afford to stay still in this campaign moment as all of the actors on the Hill are in internal conversations," Way to Win's president, Tory Gavito, said in an interview Wednesday. "We have to continue marching forward."
A memo circulated by Way to Win calls for an expanded social media, influencer and content creator strategy, paid advertising in key states and expanded research. The group released new battleground state polling on Tuesday that argued Harris would get a significant boost from younger voters, voters who don't like Biden or Donald Trump and independents.
Way to Win has not taken a position on whether Biden should continue as the nominee. But its leaders have encouraged an open Democratic conversation about the right way forward. "It doesn't have to be a war. It could be a discussion!" Way to Win co-founder Jenifer Fernandez Ancona posted on social media Thursday.
Some of the effort will be funded by what Way to Win calls its "Black Swan Fund," a pot of money set aside at the start of the cycle in case of unexpected developments. There were separate polls in the field on Wednesday testing Harris's potential negatives, according to a Democrat familiar with the effort.
"There's always backlash to 'new' faces in the halls of power, and as the highest-ranking Black woman in American history, VP Harris is particularly susceptible to the mainstream narrative that tears women, particularly women of color, down," the group's memo says.
Those most enthusiastic about Harris taking over the top of the ticket have been quiet so far, as signals have gone out from her expanded team that she is standing fully behind Biden, who ultimately has the ability to decide whether he stays in the race.
But that has not stopped research and communication planning from moving forward in multiple pockets inside and outside the party.
"The reality is she is already coming under attack from Republicans even without a change in the ticket being at all imminent," said one Democrat sympathetic to Harris, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to speak frankly. "So it would be quite sensible for there to be an outside effort to support her strengths and accomplishments simply on the premise of her being the running mate."
The Republican National Committee has been filling its social media channels with video montages of Harris repeating the same rhetoric at different speeches or laughing awkwardly. The Trump campaign referred to her as "Low IQ Kamala" on Wednesday.
In one sign of things to come, the Trump campaign  released an online ad this week called the "Great Kamala Cover-Up" that shows clips of Harris testifying to Biden's fitness for office and intellectual heft, alongside images of Biden looking lost.
"Kamala lied to us for years about Biden," the ad says.
A Trump campaign adviser said there is little doubt about how Trump would go after Harris.
"We are going to give her all of Biden's negatives and she doesn't have any of his positives of being independent," this person said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal strategy.
Emily's List, a group founded to support female Democratic candidates, announced in 2023 a $10 million plan to support Harris in the coming election. The group's research in May found that she is particularly effective in communicating with voters about issues like abortion and gun violence.
That program is ongoing.
"We have always believed that this election would be won on reproductive rights -- and that Vice President Harris would play a critical role in victory by ensuring that voters understood what's at stake with our fundamental freedoms," the group's president, Jessica Mackler, said in a statement. "She has long been a target of sexist and racist attacks and EMILYS List is committed to having her back."
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Is a hazy 2-point shift enough to warrant dumping Biden?
Baked-in views and incremental shifts add to uncertainty about November -- and give the president cover.
By Philip Bump | 2024-07-11

Vice President Harris campaigns in Las Vegas on Tuesday. (Steve Marcus/AP)


The states that decided the 2020 presidential election went for Joe Biden by one percentage point or less: Arizona, Georgia, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin. Four years before, Donald Trump was elected president thanks to similar narrow margins in Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin.
In both elections, the Democratic candidate won more votes nationally -- millions more votes. But that doesn't matter. Those razor-thin margins in the electoral college do.
The implication then is that this election may -- or really, will -- come down to similarly narrow margins in many of the same states. A candidate with an edge in those places, even a small one, is a better candidate for his or her party. If, for example, there were a Democrat who the party was confident could beat Donald Trump by one point in swing states instead of losing to Trump by one point, that candidate would be a better bet for winning the White House, even if he or she got 2 million fewer votes in California or New York.
This is the fundamental challenge the party faces at the moment. It is trying to decide whether another candidate would fare better than President Biden against Trump this November, but polling continues to suggest that other candidates -- particularly Vice President Harris -- would have only incremental advantages.
There are reasons for that we will get into in a second. But there's an important point to make first: Those advantages could mean a narrow swing-state defeat turns into a narrow swing-state victory -- but they are also narrow enough that they invariably fall into a given poll's margin of sampling error. In other words, the party is trying to figure out where it might have a narrow advantage, but polls are incapable of precisely measuring advantages that narrow.
An undeniable logic undergirds the party's reconsideration of its nominee. As a Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll out Thursday demonstrates, most Americans think Biden should abandon his candidacy. He is faring worse against Trump than he did four years ago and worse than any recent Democratic candidate at this point in the cycle. The debate held at the end of June preceded a slight widening of Trump's lead in polling averages.
But that same Post-ABC-Ipsos poll found that Biden and Trump are tied nationally, as they have been for some time. Americans (and most Democrats) think Biden should leave the race, but if he doesn't, a lot of them plan to vote for him anyway. The debate reinforced concerns about Biden's age, but most of his voters are supporting him mostly because he's the guy running against Trump. To some extent, Biden's age is baked into his candidacy -- just as Trump's criminal indictments and conviction are baked into his support. (In The Post-ABC-Ipsos poll, three-quarters of those who said they planned to vote for Trump indicated that they would keep supporting him even if he were sent to prison.)
Polls are necessarily approximations of how people view political decisions. For example, asked whether they watched the debate, 6 in 10 respondents in our poll said they'd watched or listened to all or most of it. Those who said they paid attention to the whole thing also indicated they backed Trump over Biden by a 17-point margin. Those who said they'd paid no attention to it backed Biden by 16 points.




Perhaps this indicates a lack of familiarity with Biden's performance in the debate, which backstops his support. It's probably more likely, though, that Trump supporters were eager to reinforce the importance of the debate and Biden supporters to downplay it. In other words, it's not clear which direction the causal arrow points here.
The Post-ABC-Ipsos poll asked registered voters both how they'd vote in a Biden-Trump contest and in a Harris-Trump one, should Biden decide to stand down or should the party replace him at the convention. There are other possible candidates who could end up on the ticket, though Harris is the most likely. Polling about those candidates, though, means asking voters how they feel about, say, Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D), someone who half the country has never heard of.
How did Harris fare against Trump? Slightly better than Biden. Two points overall, and slightly better with younger, non-White and college-educated voters. All of them, though, are within the margins of error for those subgroups.




Maybe that two-point edge is enough to convince Democrats that Harris would necessarily fare better than Biden. Maybe, though, it's a function of the sample used in the poll, as the margin of error suggests is a possibility. Maybe Whitmer would be better -- but you'd have to run an actual campaign in which she's introduced to voters to find out.
Democrats always want to win presidential elections, of course, but this year that desire is particularly acute. Trump is deeply unpopular within the party and has shown clear disregard for American democracy. If there were a candidate who would demonstrably fare better than Biden in November, the party would be justified in throwing its support behind that candidate.
Objective data, though, can't demonstrate such a shift. And, in part because he's running against Trump, Biden didn't see a huge dip in support after the debate that would accentuate how much better other candidates would fare.
The party is left operating on instinct: Biden seems like he would be worse than other candidates and unquestionably poses a risk of further exacerbating concerns about his age. But no one can say with certainty that other candidates would do significantly better.
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Democrats criticize Biden privately, back him publicly. Sound familiar?
The scale is different, but some see echoes of Republican reluctance to criticize Trump even as they distanced themselves behind closed doors.
By Ashley Parker | 2024-07-11

President Biden poses with world leaders for an official photo at the NATO summit in Washington on Wednesday. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


For years, Democrats mocked Republicans for their politically craven fealty to former president Donald Trump.
They rolled their eyes when their Republican colleagues claimed they just hadn't seen the latest tweet. They talked knowingly about how, behind closed doors, many Republicans conceded that, yes, they wished Trump would just disappear -- Rumpelstiltskin-style, in a poof of smoke -- never to be heard from again.
But now, they're borrowing a page from the Republican playbook.
Following President Biden's halting and politically damaging debate performance on June 27, Democratic lawmakers and strategists who regularly lambasted Republicans are offering one, often painfully candid, assessment in private (Biden cannot beat Trump and needs to step aside) and a different, less-than-truthful one in public (Biden had "one bad night," but he's up for the job of beating Trump).
They have also begun offering variations of the "I just need to see more of Biden to feel confident in supporting him" excuse -- their version of the fail-safe Republican "I didn't see the tweet" chestnut.
"We've spent years shaming Republicans for blindly following Trump off the proverbial cliffs, especially when it meant an electoral disaster for their party, like the cycles of 2018, 2020, and 2022," said Michael LaRosa, a former Biden White House communications official. "It turns out, we're just as loyal to the name or leader of our party, as well, even if it invites political risk for everyone in the party running on the ballot."
In an op-ed in the New York Times on Wednesday, actor George Clooney, a prominent Democratic donor, also said the quiet part out loud, calling on party leaders "to stop telling us that 51 million people didn't see what we just saw."
"We love to talk about how the Republican Party has ceded all power, and all of the traits that made it so formidable with Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush, to a single person who seeks to hold on to the presidency, and yet most of our members of Congress are opting to wait and see if the dam breaks," Clooney wrote, before urging Democrats to "speak the truth."
Of course, the situations are hardly analogous. With Trump -- who can be bullying, cruel, misogynistic and routinely traffics in racist tropes and falsehoods -- issues of character are what have long repelled Republican voters and officials alike.
During the 2016 presidential race, an "Access Hollywood" video emerged of Trump boasting about groping women, and more than a dozen women came forward accusing him of sexual misconduct. Last year, a New York jury found that Trump sexually abused and defamed the writer E. Jean Carroll and, more recently, another New York jury convicted him on 34 felony counts of falsifying business records. He also refused to accept the results of the 2020 presidential election, encouraging his supporters to do the same -- a decision that ultimately contributed to the deadly Jan. 6, 2021, insurrection at the U.S. Capitol.
By contrast, Biden's only sin in the minds of his supporters right now is aging, and publicly grappling with the indignities and fragility of entering his ninth decade.
"I reject the scale of Biden's failures compared to Trump's -- it's just not a comparison," said Tim Miller, a former Republican strategist and ardent Trump critic who works as a writer for the Bulwark website.
But, Miller added, he nonetheless sees similarities between his former party and how Democrats are handling the current moment.
"The gap between private and public as a means of self-protection, of career protection, is very similar -- shrouding that careerist unwillingness to say the truth in some fake, high-minded notion that they're doing the right thing in private," Miller said.

Rep. Jerry Nadler (D-N.Y.), center, speaks to the press at the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee headquarters before a phone-less, members-only meeting in Washington on Tuesday. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


Even here, Democrats on the whole are being more candid than many Republicans beholden to Trump. So far, 12 House members and one senator have called for Biden to step aside as the party's presidential nominee, and several other lawmakers from both chambers have gone public with their concerns. On Wednesday, former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) pointedly told MSNBC's "Morning Joe" that Biden -- who has repeatedly said he has no plans to bow out -- needs to make a "decision" on whether he is running for president.
During the Trump years -- and even now -- the Republicans who dared to publicly utter what many of their colleagues privately whispered could almost be boiled down to a lonely trio: Reps. Liz Cheney of Wyoming and Adam Kinzinger of Illinois, and Sen. Mitt Romney of Utah. (The two House members no longer hold office, and Romney is retiring when his term ends at the end of this year.)
Will Ritter, co-founder of Poolhouse, a center-right ad agency, said that during Trump's presidency, the constant message from Democrats was "'brokered convention,' '25th Amendment,' 'protecting the party,' 'protecting democracy.'"
Now, however, Ritter said, the Democrats "are headed over a cliff," and the new message has become "one bad night" and "he's always had a stutter" -- a reference to comments from Sen. Chris Coons (D-Del.), a co-chair of Biden's campaign, who said Tuesday that Biden has long had a stutter and should not be held to "too high a standard."
"We're getting honest talk from George Clooney, and cute word games from almost every elected Democrat," he said.
Since Biden's debate debut, the president's team has also lost credibility with the media -- a public rupture that comes after years of Biden aides browbeating reporters for daring to broach the age of the 81-year-old president.
"The other point Republican staffers have just been laughing about is how finally the Biden administration is getting a big dose of what the normal Republican candidate faces in terms of the press," said Elise Jordan, a former George W. Bush staffer and aide on the 2016 presidential campaign of Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.), who now considers herself an independent. "It's just so much harder to deal with, and it's not going to end, either."
Biden, too, is exhibiting some characteristics that are shared by Trump and some other politicians. He distrusts negative polls. He has begun lashing out at "elites" and the media. He is now relying heavily on what he personally sees and hears, in situations tailored only to feature his supporters. And he has surrounded himself with a small, insular circle reluctant to bring him bad news.
Jordan said her takeaway from watching Biden's interview with ABC News's George Stephanopoulos last Friday was that Biden "was absolutely Trumpish."
"He was so arrogant and seemed to feel entitled to the office, not that it was an honor to serve, and he didn't seem to be concerned with democracy, which is allegedly the whole reason for his candidacy," Jordan said.
In some ways, the about-face from many Democrats may not matter. A key voting bloc this election cycle is the "double hater" voters disillusioned with both major-party options. Nonetheless, many remain driven by negative partisanship -- the belief that the other side is so cosmically awful that party tribalism kicks in and they will show up and vote for just about anyone to stop, in the case of Democrats, Trump.
LaRosa, for instance, describes himself as a Biden supporter who has never supported a challenge to Biden or a third-party candidate. But since leaving the White House, he has at times been publicly critical of Democrats and the Biden operation, and noted their strategy "for the last year has been to deny data, undermine or ridicule anyone who questions them, and wage war against the free press."
"Now, President Biden is left without any goodwill and his message is undercut," LaRosa said. "You can't say that Trump is a threat to democracy while you crucify reporters for asking questions, tell us not to believe poll after poll, and manipulate the primary process to crush your political opposition."
"It's all," he added, "sort of Trumpian, to be honest."

Supporters of former president Donald Trump gather outside a campaign event last week for President Biden in Doylestown, Pa. (Joe Lamberti for The Washington Post) 
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Trump and Jeffrey Epstein: No links shown in latest documents
Rep. Ted Lieu (D-Calif.) claims reporters aren't covering Donald Trump and Jeffrey Epstein. But there's nothing new. 
By Glenn Kessler | 2024-07-11

A billboard featuring Donald Trump and Jeffrey Epstein last month in Milwaukee, where the Republican National Convention begins next week. (Jeffrey Phelps/AP)


"Something I've heard that doesn't seem to be being covered are the Epstein files. These files were released. And, like, Donald Trump is sort of all over this. There are pictures of him with Epstein. He's taken multiple plane flights with Epstein with young girls on board. He's in call logs with Epstein. One of the highest trending hashtags on Twitter right now is about Trump and Epstein. ... You all might want to look at that. Because that's highly disturbing."
-- Rep. Ted Lieu (D-Calif.), remarks to reporters, July 9
Florida Circuit Judge Luis Delgado unsealed nearly 200 pages of grand jury testimony last week related to the 2006 Florida case involving disgraced financier Jeffrey Epstein, who was alleged to have raped teenage girls. In 2019, after he was charged in federal court with sex trafficking of minors, guards found Epstein dead in his cell at a federal jail in New York. Investigators said he hanged himself.
The documents showed that prosecutors had heard testimony about Epstein assaulting teenage girls before they cut a plea deal with him in 2008 that was kept from victims and provided for lenient work-release. "The details in the record will be outrageous to decent people," Delgado wrote in his order. "The testimony taken by the grand jury concerns activity ranging from grossly unacceptable to rape -- all of the conduct at issue is sexually deviant, disgusting, and criminal."
But Donald Trump's name never appears anywhere in the transcripts.
That hasn't stopped Democrats -- perhaps seeking to distract from President Biden's travails -- from suggesting on social media that there's a disturbing connection between the former president and a sex predator. Some social media posts have claimed that Trump was mentioned in a draft indictment released last week, but that's false. Only 2006 grand jury testimony was released.
Julie K. Brown, the Miami Herald journalist whose diligent reporting forced a reopening of the Epstein case, has valiantly tried to point out the errors on X, but the misinformation keeps spreading. "I've come to believe that the American public won't pay for the truth," she lamented. "They would rather believe the lies they get for free on the internet."
(Trump may have fueled some of this speculation by hedging in a recent Fox News interview about whether he'd seek to release all documents related to Epstein. "You don't want to affect people's lives if it's phony stuff in there," he said.)
When we asked Lieu's office for evidence to back up his speculation, we were supplied with a variety of old Washington Post articles that explored the links between Trump and Epstein. But, contrary to Lieu's statement, none shows that Trump engaged in anything inappropriate. Let's explore what's in the public record.
Trump has acknowledged that he and Epstein were in the same Palm Beach social circle decades ago. But their relations appeared to have ended by the time Epstein's legal troubles began.
There are numerous photos of Trump and Epstein. In 2019, NBC News released video of Trump keeping company with Epstein at a 1992 party with NFL cheerleaders. At one point, Trump points out someone to Epstein and appears to say, "She's hot!"
In 2002, Trump was quoted in a profile of Epstein: "I've known Jeff for fifteen years. Terrific guy. He's a lot of fun to be with. It is even said that he likes beautiful women as much as I do, and many of them are on the younger side. No doubt about it -- Jeffrey enjoys his social life."
But as The Washington Post reported, the relationship soured in 2004 after the two men battled over acquiring a choice Palm Beach property, an oceanfront mansion called Maison de l'Amitie. Trump won the auction, and phone records -- the call logs Lieu referenced -- indicate that the two men did not communicate after that. Two weeks after the auction, Palm Beach police received a tip that young women were seen coming and going from Epstein's home -- which led to the grand jury investigation.
Many prominent people, including former president Bill Clinton, flew on Epstein's jet. Trump took at least seven flights with Epstein in the 1990s, according to flight logs released as evidence in the trial of Ghislaine Maxwell, an Epstein associate who is serving a 20-year prison sentence for helping him sexually abuse girls. Lieu claimed that "young girls were on board," but no evidence of that has surfaced. The ages of passengers were not recorded in the logs.
Trump took flights between Palm Beach and New York City airports. A June 1994 flight lists some of the other passengers as Marla and Tiffany, an apparent reference to Trump's then-wife, Marla Maples, and their less than 1-year-old daughter.
Trump was briefly mentioned in about 1,000 pages of documents released in January in a separate case involving a defamation suit filed against Maxwell by an alleged victim, Virginia Giuffre. (Lieu's staff sent an article about those documents.)
But these were minor references.
In a 2016 deposition of Giuffre that was released, she was asked about Trump. Giuffre said she had been recruited by Maxwell when she was a 17-year-old spa attendant at Mar-a-Lago.
"I don't think Donald Trump participated in anything," she said. "That would have to be another assumption. I never saw or witnessed Donald Trump participate in those acts, but was he in the house of Jeffrey Epstein."
She said that anyone who visited Epstein's house would have seen his many nude photos of women displayed on the walls. "These are salacious acts of girls, young girls doing things to each other that would be considered child pornography," Giuffre testified. "If you walked foot into Jeffrey Epstein's house and you went in there and you continued to be an acquaintance of his then you would have to know what was going on there."
Meanwhile, Johanna Sjoberg, one of Epstein's other alleged victims, was quoted as saying Epstein's plane made an unplanned stop in Atlantic City between 2001 to 2006. There is no indication they saw Trump, and she said she never gave Trump a massage.
The documents also included emails from an accuser who made allegations against Trump but then withdrew them. (Separately, a woman with the pseudonyms Katie Johnson and Jane Doe accused Trump of raping her in Epstein's home when she was 13; those filings were dismissed or withdrawn years ago.)
In a statement, Trump campaign spokesman Steven Cheung said: "Ted is a total degenerate and loser who continues to beclown himself. He has let Trump Derangement Syndrome rot his brain and, instead of getting the proper care he so desperately needs, has allowed himself to be the laughingstock of all his colleagues, who secretly joke about his glaring short comings."
Lieu's office did not comment beyond providing links to articles.
As we have documented, 17 women have claimed Trump engaged in sexual misconduct. A Manhattan jury found that Trump sexually abused and defamed one woman on our list. But no credible allegation has emerged to connect Trump to any of Epstein's crimes.
Lieu is a member of Congress who doesn't need to rely on dubious social media posts for his information -- especially if he's going to make a statement like this. Trump wasn't mentioned in the latest batch of Epstein documents. He was barely mentioned in the earlier batches. Rest assured -- if Trump were prominently mentioned, it would have been a huge story.
Lieu earns Four Pinocchios.
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Biden says he decided to stay in the race. Some Democrats want a different decision.
Hill Democrats suddenly say Biden has a decision to make. Biden says he has decided.
By Liz Goodwin | 2024-07-11

Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Va.) is one of several Democrats in Washington who say it's Biden's "decision" whether to seek reelection. The problem? Biden says he's already decided. (Astrid Riecken For The Washington Post)


President Biden sent a message to restive Democrats on Capitol Hill at the beginning of the week in a sternly worded letter: I am staying in this race, and you need to accept that.
But many Democratic lawmakers have instead painted a picture of a president deep in thought over whether to continue his reelection campaign following a halting debate performance, insisting that Biden is close to making a "decision" on his political future. Their carefully crafted statements praise Biden while also rejecting the president's contention that his candidacy is a settled matter after the debate two weeks ago.
"I have complete confidence that Joe Biden will do the patriotic thing for our country," Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Va.) said to one reporter when asked on Wednesday if he believes Biden should step aside. "He's going to make that decision. He's never disappointed me; he's always put patriotism and the country ahead of himself and I'm going to respect the decision he makes."
The subtle rhetoric may be a tad removed from the current reality, but it avoids directly confronting a president who has been described as dug in on his candidacy and angry at the constant questioning from his own party.  It also leaves the door open for  lawmakers to notch up the pressure in future days and sends a message that they'd be more than open to a different decision from Biden.
The most high-profile Hill Democrat to frame the issue this way is undoubtedly former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), who praised Biden in a television interview on Wednesday. But she also urged the president to quickly decide whether he is still running.
"We're all encouraging him to make that decision, because time is running short," Pelosi said.
The strategy, ignoring Biden's public posture on his own run, risks being perceived as condescending to some, however.
"This is beginning to feel like when you turn in a paper and the teacher gives it back and tells you to rewrite it and then hand it in again," Democratic strategist Rebecca Katz joked on X.
But it may be a way to gently encourage a change of heart. Some lawmakers say they believe Biden when he says he is committed to running but are still hoping the incoming raft of dismal polls could change his mind. On Wednesday, Cook Political report analyst David Wasserman described Trump's lead in the polls post-debate as "the most drastic shift in the race all year."
When asked about lawmakers' contention that Biden needs to "decide" whether he's running or not, a Biden campaign official pointed to his letter to lawmakers on Monday, in which Biden declared, "I am firmly committed to staying in this race, to running this race to the end, and to beating Donald Trump."
Biden added that it was time for discussions to "end" about a different way forward. In an MSNBC interview, he also dismissed "elites" who have questions about his ability to run, arguing they're not listening to regular voters. That comment angered many lawmakers, according to two people familiar with the reaction who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations.
Neither Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) nor House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) have joined in on framing Biden as needing to make a "decision."
"As I have made clear repeatedly publicly and privately, I support President Biden and remain committed to ensuring Donald Trump is defeated in November," Schumer said in a statement Wednesday evening.
The careful rhetoric shows the tightrope lawmakers are walking as they seek to send a message to Biden without permanently alienating him if he stays in the race or further hurting Democrats' chances in the election by airing more negative perceptions of Biden.
So far, just one Democratic senator, Peter Welch of Vermont, has called on Biden to step aside. But several more privately expressed their concerns that he would not be able to win in November in a closed-door meeting on Tuesday, according to two people briefed on the gathering. Sen. Michael Bennet (D-Colo.) later aired his concerns publicly on CNN, saying that Democrats could lose in a "landslide" with Biden atop the ticket, while stopping short of calling on him to bow out of the race.
Sen. Chris Coons (D-Del.), Biden's campaign co-chair, downplayed the importance of Bennet's comments.
"I respect my dear friend Michael Bennet; I do not share his views," he said. "We have 51 members who caucus with the Democrats and have there been a dozen others who have come forth and said, 'now that Michael has shared that they share the same view?' I don't think so."
Some lawmakers, including Sen. John Fetterman (D-Pa.), have affirmatively made the case that Biden is the best person to lead the presidential ticket and can defeat Trump. "He's our guy," Fetterman told reporters this week. But many share deep concerns they are headed for defeat, even if they are divided about the right path forward.
On Thursday, top Biden officials Mike Donilon, Jen O'Malley Dillon and Steve Ricchetti will brief Senate Democrats at lunch at the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee.
Until then, lawmakers are urging Biden to make a decision, even if he says he already has.
"I think he's the kind of person that in the end it's not going to be about him, it's going to be about what's best for the country," said Sen. John Hickenlooper (D-Colo.).
And is the best decision for Biden to continue running, a reporter asked? "I think what's best is to win," he said.
Mariana Alfaro and Paul Kane contributed to this report
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Most Democrats want Biden to drop out, but overall race is static, poll finds
More than half of Democrats say Biden should end his candidacy. Overall, 2 in 3 adults say the president should step aside, including more than 7 in 10 independents.
By Dan Balz, Scott Clement, Emily Guskin | 2024-07-11

President Biden and Vice President Harris talk while watching a fireworks display July 4 at the White House. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post) 


Most Democrats nationwide say that President Biden should end his reelection campaign based on his performance in the presidential debate two weeks ago, according to a Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll.
The poll results contradict Biden's claim that only party elites want him to step aside. He has said that positive interactions with supporters on the campaign trail have helped persuade him to stay in the race after a debate in which he trailed off and occasionally appeared confused. But the poll finds that 56 percent of Democrats say that he should end his candidacy, while 42 percent say he should continue to seek reelection. Overall, 2 in 3 adults say the president should step aside, including more than 7 in 10 independents.
The poll finds Biden and former president Donald Trump in a dead heat in the contest for the popular vote, with both candidates receiving 46 percent support among registered voters. Those numbers are nearly identical to the results of an ABC-Ipsos poll in April.
That finding is at odds with some other recent public polls. Across eight other post-debate national polls tracked by The Post, Trump leads by 3.5 percentage points on average, compared with a one-point Trump edge in those same polls before the debate. Biden led Trump by between nine and 11 points in averages of public polls at this point in the campaign four years ago. He ended up winning by 4.5 points.
The president and his campaign team have spent the week seeking to enlist support from important Democratic Party constituencies, including the Congressional Black Caucus, labor leaders and key progressive legislators, but with limited success. By early Wednesday evening, 13 Democrats in the House and Senate had called for Biden to drop out, though one, Rep. Jerry Nadler (D-N.Y.), has since softened his position.
Also on Wednesday, former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) urged Biden to make a decision about whether to drop out of the presidential race, a sign that she and other Democrats don't believe that Biden's statements insisting he will stay in have settled the issue.
The poll shows the degree to which Democrats across the country were alarmed by what they saw in the debate. Many Democrats fear that, if Biden continues his candidacy, Trump could have an easier path to victory and that Republicans could end up holding majorities in both the House and Senate, Sen. Michael Bennet (D-Colo.) said during an interview on CNN on Tuesday night.
The survey finds little change in Biden's job approval, with 57 percent disapproving, identical to the percentage in an April ABC-Ipsos poll. Among Democrats, 75 percent approve of Biden's performance while 22 percent disapprove, also little changed in the past few months. Americans' views of Trump and his performance as president has also changed little since before the debate, with 43 percent approving and 52 percent disapproving.
Yet last month's debate, which most Americans say they watched or followed news about, appears to have heightened concerns about Biden's age and fitness for office. The share of Americans saying Biden is more mentally sharp than Trump dropped from 23 percent in April to 14 percent this month. The share saying Biden is in better physical health than Trump dropped from 20 percent to 13 percent.
Trump did not make large gains on these questions; instead, growing numbers say neither candidate has the sharpness or physical health needed for the presidency. Most Americans say both Biden and Trump are too old to serve another term as president, rising from 53 percent in April to 58 percent now. The share saying only Biden is too old is unchanged at 28 percent, along with the 2 percent who say only Trump is too old.
In total, 85 percent say Biden is too old while 60 percent say Trump is too old. In April, 81 percent said Biden was too old and 55 percent said Trump was too old.
Still, the new poll does not show movement in the voters' intentions since the debate. In April, registered voters split 46 percent for Biden and 45 percent for Trump, with both now at 46 percent. Each candidate's strength is among his party, with 92 percent of Democratic voters saying they'd vote for Biden in a two-way race and 93 percent of Republicans saying they'd support Trump. Among self-identified independents, the two are virtually tied, with Trump at 42 percent and Biden at 40 percent.
When third-party candidates are included, the margin between Biden and Trump does not shift significantly, with 42 percent supporting Biden and 43 percent supporting Trump. Another 9 percent of registered voters support Robert F. Kennedy Jr., 2 percent for Cornel West and 2 percent for Jill Stein.
Democrats have not come to a consensus about who should replace Biden if he steps aside, though Vice President Harris has far more support than other potential candidates.
In response to an open-ended question, 29 percent of Democrats and Democratic-leaning independents volunteered Harris, while 7 percent mentioned California Gov. Gavin Newsom, 4 percent named Michelle Obama and 3 percent apiece named Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg and Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer. Half did not name a specific individual as an alternative to Biden.
In a separate question, 70 percent of Democrats and Democratic-leaning independents say they would be "satisfied" if Harris replaced Biden as the party's presidential nominee. That rises to 85 percent among Black Democrats, but large majorities of Democrats across demographic groups also say they'd be satisfied with Harris.
Harris faces more headwinds from the broader electorate, with 53 percent of Americans overall saying they'd be dissatisfied with Harris replacing Biden as the Democratic nominee, including 58 percent of political independents. Two-thirds of Black Americans (67 percent) would be satisfied with Harris replacing Biden, compared with 51 percent of Hispanic Americans and 38 percent of Whites.
But in a separate ballot test, the poll finds Harris receiving 49 percent to Trump's 47 percent among registered voters. But that two-point difference is not statistically significant. There are also not large differences between Harris's coalition and Biden's, with almost all demographic groups statistically even on both Biden and Harris. One exception are voters who "disapprove somewhat" of Biden's performance: 60 percent support Harris against Trump, compared with 50 percent who support Biden.
The Post-ABC-Ipsos poll finds a sharp racial divide within Biden's party over his candidacy, with 63 percent of Black Democrats saying Biden should continue while 59 percent of Hispanic Democrats and 64 percent of White Democrats say Biden should step aside based on his debate performance. Democrats older than 50 are roughly divided over whether Biden's should continue, while 6 in 10 younger Democrats say he should step aside.
There is no ideological divide among Democrats about whether Biden should quit the race or remain as a candidate, with 55 percent of liberal Democrats wanting Biden to drop out along with 57 percent of moderate and conservative Democrats saying the same.
In a rousing campaign rally the day after the debate, Biden said "I might not walk as easily or talk as smoothly as I used to," but "what I do know is how to tell the truth." He criticized Trump for lying and making repeated false claims during the debate.
Perceptions of honesty stand out as a clear advantage for Biden against Trump, with 39 percent of Americans saying Biden is more honest and trustworthy than Trump. Twenty-two percent say Trump is more honest and trustworthy than Biden and 39 percent who say neither is honest.
The Post-ABC-Ipsos poll finds Biden holds smaller advantages over Trump on which candidate "represents your personal values" and whether he will "protect American democracy."
Yet Americans split almost evenly on which candidate "understands the problems of people like you," with 34 percent saying Biden is more empathetic, 32 percent saying Trump is and 34 percent saying neither is. Four years ago, a Post-ABC telephone poll found Biden with a 17 percentage-point advantage on a similar question.
The poll finds the CNN debate in Atlanta was a political debacle for Biden but not a triumph for Trump. Just 7 percent of Americans say Biden won the debate, while 46 percent say Trump won and 45 percent say neither prevailed or that it was a tie. Half of Americans say the debate made them think "less favorably" of Biden while less than one-quarter say this about Trump.
Half of all adults (50 percent) say that, based on his performance at the debate, Trump should step aside while 47 percent say he should remain in the race. But the big difference between Biden and Trump is that almost 9 in 10 Republicans continue to favor Trump continuing to run and a much larger majority of independents say Biden should get out than say the same about the former president.
The Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll was conducted July 5-9 among 2,431 U.S. adults through the Ipsos KnowledgePanel, a survey panel recruited through random sampling of households across the country. Overall results have a margin of sampling error of plus or minus two percentage points; the error margin is 3.5 points among the sample of 825 self-identified Democrats and three points among the sample of 1,255 Democrats and Democratic-leaning independents.
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News conference looms large in Biden's bid to save his candidacy
The event caps NATO's 75th anniversary summit, which the president hosted, though questions about his political standing and health are likely to dominate.
By Toluse Olorunnipa | 2024-07-11

President Biden speaks Wednesday at a meeting of NATO leaders in Washington. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


President Biden, who in the past has batted away questions about his advanced age by telling skeptics to "watch me," will have one of the most consequential audiences of his political career as he steps to the lectern in Washington and faces a horde of journalists on Thursday. Members of Congress, Democratic donors, party strategists, voters, foreign leaders and officials within his own White House are planning to tune in for what is expected to be a real-time test of Biden's ability to think on his feet and deliver under pressure.
The pivotal event comes as Biden is trying to save his candidacy and convince Democrats that his faltering debate performance last month was simply a "bad night" and not indicative of a broader decline in his cognitive abilities. The outsize importance of the news conference also underscores how Biden's attempts over the past two weeks to downplay his debate stumbles and move forward with his presidential campaign have so far failed to convince many in his party.
Even as the president has defiantly declared that he will stay in the race and shored up his support this week by winning over key constituencies, the number of top Democrats who have remained silent or voiced only tepid support indicates that a poor showing at the news conference could unleash a fresh wave of defections. Anxious Democrats fear Biden's weak showing in polls and halting public appearances could pave the way for Donald Trump's return to the White House, a prospect some have described as an existential threat to the country's democracy.
Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) said Wednesday that he remained "deeply concerned" about Biden's prospects against Trump, joining the chorus of Democrats who have argued that Biden needs to do more in the days ahead to reassure voters and lawmakers.
"I think he needs to continue effectively and aggressively making his case to the American people and earning their support, as well as a number of my colleagues," he said.
Biden's aides have suggested that the president's activity over the past two weeks -- which has included multiple rallies, a handful of interviews, some well-received speeches, impromptu conversations with supporters and a hosting role at the NATO summit in Washington -- have helped him stem the calls for him to drop out of the race. Campaign officials pointed to the president's defiant letter Monday asserting that he would remain in the race and highlighted the statements of support he has received from some Democratic officials in recent days.
Still, several party leaders remain skeptical, and some have warned that Biden's inability to quickly bounce back from the debate with public displays of vigor has been particularly concerning. Democratic lawmakers have said for days that they wanted to see Biden in more unscripted settings, speaking without notes or a teleprompter, to show that the debate in which he often struggled to complete his sentences was just a one-off.
That the news conference is coming a full two weeks after the debate has struck some in the party as a telling sign, and several Democratic aides and lawmakers have predicted that the president will perform poorly before a press corps primed to ask challenging questions about his age and acuity.
Several congressional aides and some lawmakers, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss private deliberations, said they see the news conference as the first real test of the 81-year-old's cognitive abilities since the June 27 debate, noting that he will not have a script and will have to navigate a wide-ranging set of questions. The event caps NATO's 75th anniversary summit, which Biden hosted this week, though questions about his political standing and health are likely to dominate.
Biden will face reporters at a time when many in his party are demoralized over his weak standing in the presidential race, in the wake of several polls showing him trailing Trump in key swing states. While Trump, 78, is only slightly younger than Biden, voters have expressed far more concern about Biden's ability to serve as president for four more years. In a New York Times-Siena College poll released after the debate, 74 percent of voters viewed Biden as too old to serve effectively as president; 42 percent said the same about Trump.
On Tuesday, Sen. Michael Bennet (D-Colo.) said on CNN that he feared Biden was on track to lose to Trump in a "landslide" and that the White House needed to do more to "demonstrate that they have a plan to win this election."
On Wednesday, Biden faced a new round of skepticism, with more lawmakers either calling for him to step aside or saying they wanted him to show more political vitality before they could fully support him. Sen. Peter Welch (D-Vt.) became the first senator to publicly call on Biden to step aside, in an opinion piece for The Washington Post. Speaking on MSNBC's "Morning Joe," former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) repeatedly urged Biden to make a decision about whether to stay in the presidential race, despite the president's insistence that he has already made up his mind to remain at the top of the Democratic ticket.

Biden greets actor George Clooney during the Kennedy Center honorees reception at the White House in 2022. (Manuel Balce Ceneta/AP)


Also on Wednesday, George Clooney, the Hollywood actor and a top fundraiser for Biden's reelection, called for the president to be replaced as the Democratic nominee. In a New York Times op-ed, Clooney, who hosted Biden for a fundraiser last month, suggested that the president was losing the battle with time.
"It's devastating to say it, but the Joe Biden I was with three weeks ago at the fundraiser was not the Joe 'big F-ing deal' Biden of 2010," Clooney wrote. "He wasn't even the Joe Biden of 2020. He was the same man we all witnessed at the debate."
The flurry of doubt surrounding the president raises the stakes for his news conference, according to several Democratic officials, who indicated they will be watching closely for any stumbles or signs of weakness. For their part, Biden's aides are hoping a solid showing Thursday will help him finally put the drama over the debate in the rearview mirror.
Supporters and detractors alike have noted that timing could be in Biden's favor. If he makes it through the news conference without sparking a fresh round of intraparty panic, focus will begin to shift toward Trump and the Republicans, who are holding their nominating convention next week. Trump is expected to announce his running mate in coming days, and Congress will be out of session next week.
Biden has not always performed well at major solo news conferences, which have been rarities during his presidency.
In January 2022, Biden stood before reporters for nearly two hours, fielding inquiries on a wide range of issues and occasionally getting testy with journalists who asked pointed questions.
After the event, first lady Jill Biden berated the president's aides for allowing the event to go on so long, according to the book "American Woman: The Transformation of the Modern First Lady, from Hillary Clinton to Jill Biden."
Since then, the president has held significantly fewer substantive engagements with the media compared with his predecessors.
Biden has participated in 36 news conferences during his presidency, the fewest of any president during the same period since Ronald Reagan, according to data compiled by Martha Joynt Kumar, professor emerita of political science at Towson University and the director of the White House Transition Project.
Biden has largely favored so-called two-by-two news conferences, in which he addresses the media while standing next to a foreign leader, with questions limited to two journalists from each country's delegation. He often keeps his answers brief, rarely engaging in the kind of lengthy, professorial responses embraced by former president Barack Obama or the long-winded riffs by Trump.
In recent press appearances, Biden has occasionally read his answers from notecards rather than speaking extemporaneously. His voice at times has been low and gravelly. He has sometimes mixed up names or stopped himself midsentence rather than completing his thought, with Republicans seizing on each flub.
White House aides, who often determine which journalists are called on, have occasionally tried to fish out the substance of reporters' questions ahead of the events, a practice that predates Biden's presidency but has gained additional scrutiny due to the focus on the president's mental acuity.
Two radio hosts said Saturday that they were supplied questions from Biden aides before separate interviews with him last week, a practice the campaign initially defended but later said it would refrain from going forward.
Republicans responded by suggesting that Biden was not mentally fit to answer unscripted questions. Officials from the Republican National Committee -- who have become adept at taking clips of Biden's stumbles at public appearances and circulating them -- have often lambasted the president during news conferences and suggested, without evidence, that the events are scripted.
In addition to the content of his answers and his delivery, the president's demeanor will also be in focus as party officials scrutinize whether he appears vigorous enough to carry Democrats' message against Trump in coming months.
Biden has sometimes bristled over reporters' attempts to ask multiple questions or lashed out at journalists who query him about issues that he considers off-topic.
The conference will cap a NATO summit during which the president announced that new F-16 fighter jets would be going to Ukraine; praised member countries for increasing their defense spending; and awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom to NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg.
While several journalists are likely to query Biden on Thursday about the 2024 race and the issues that have come to dominate it -- his age, health and political standing -- world leaders will also be watching the news conference to see whether the president shows proficiency and deftness on a range of global issues.
For his part, Biden has suggested that he will use his future public appearances to challenge Trump more directly, and he told donors Monday that he would take a different approach to a future debate with the presumptive Republican nominee.
"Attack, attack, attack, attack," he said.
Jacqueline Alemany, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Marianna Sotomayor, Mariana Alfaro and Liz Goodwin contributed to this report.
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Arkansas official rejects bid to put abortion rights measure on ballot
Secretary of State John Thurston (R) said the petitioners failed to submit proper paperwork. The amendment effort sought to restore abortion access up to 18 weeks.
By Frances Vinall | 2024-07-11

Boxes containing signatures supporting a proposed ballot measure to scale back Arkansas' abortion ban are delivered Friday to the Capitol in Little Rock. (Andrew DeMillo/AP)


Arkansas Secretary of State John Thurston (R) has rejected petitions to put an abortion access measure on the ballot this fall, blaming a procedural error by the organizing group.
Arkansans for Limited Government gathered more than 100,000 signatures in support of a ballot proposal to legalize abortion up to 18 weeks after fertilization, and exceptions afterward in cases of rape, incest, fatal fetal anomaly or threat of physical harm to the pregnant patient. The group has faced a significant challenge in promoting its constitutional amendment initiative in what is sometimes ranked the "most pro-life state in America."
Thurston said the group failed to submit a document naming paid canvassers and a signed statement confirming that paid canvassers had been provided with required information about their role. He added that when signatures gathered by paid canvassers were removed, it reduced the number to 87,382, below the threshold for ballot inclusion of 90,704.
"Because you failed at this first step, it is my duty to reject your submission," he said in a letter to the group.
Arkansans for Limited Government said in a statement that it had complied with requirements and that it will "fight this ridiculous disqualification attempt with everything we have."

Supporters and opponents of a proposed ballot measure to increase abortion access in Arkansas rally inside the Capitol on Friday. (Andrew DeMillo/AP)


The group also said it had worked with the secretary of state's office throughout the process, using affidavit paperwork supplied by the office to provide the state with a list of paid canvassers and the required information associated with their employment.
"Asserting now that we didn't provide required documentation regarding paid canvassers is absurd and demonstrably, undeniably incorrect," it said.
The group said it had emailed the required signed statement to the office "more than a dozen times."
Thurston's office did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Antiabortion Republicans in Arkansas voiced approval of Thurston's decision. Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders said liberal abortion rights advocates in Arkansas "showed they are both immoral and incompetent."
Arkansas Attorney General Tim Griffin said in a social media post that "failure to follow such a basic requirement is inexcusable." He added that the abortion rights advocates "have no one to blame but themselves."
"As I have long said, changing the Arkansas Constitution involves a rigorous process, as it should, and it requires sponsors to adhere to all applicable laws and rules," he said.
Abortion will be on the ballot in about a dozen states in November. When voters have been asked to vote on the issue since the Supreme Court's decision to overturn Roe v. Wade in June 2022, they have largely approved measures that sought to preserve or expand abortion access and rejected those that have sought to restrict it, even in more conservative states.
Hannah Knowles contributed to this report.
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Pelosi urges Biden to make a decision; Clooney calls for withdrawal
Live updates from the 2024 campaign trail with the latest news on presidential candidates, polls, primaries and more.
By Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Azi Paybarah, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Liz Goodwin, Taylor Lorenz, Alex Horton, Herb Scribner, Janay Kingsberry, Marianna Sotomayor, Philip Bump, Dan Diamond, Amy Gardner, Isaac Arnsdorf, Meryl Kornfield, Marianne LeVine, Andrew Jeong, Gregory S. Schneider, Aaron Blake, Tyler Pager, Nicole Markus, Hannah Knowles, Colby Itkowitz, Erin Cox, Will Oremus, Caroline Kitchener, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Theodoric Meyer, Yasmeen Abutaleb, Jacqueline Alemany, Missy Ryan, Michael Birnbaum, Emily Rauhala, Ellen Nakashima | 2024-07-11
In a Wednesday morning interview, longtime House Democratic leader Nancy Pelosi said the decision to continue running for reelection is up to President Biden. He has so far been adamant that he should keep running, amid increasingly public concerns within the party about his candidacy following his poor debate performance last month. "We're all encouraging him to make that decision, because time is running short," Pelosi (Calif.) said.
George Clooney, the Hollywood actor and top fundraiser for Biden, called Wednesday for Biden to be replaced as the presumptive Democratic candidate in a New York Times op-ed, saying he "love[s]" the 81-year-old Biden but arguing that Biden's age has imperiled his reelection bid.
Sen. Peter Welch (Vt.) became the first Democratic Senator to call for Biden to cease his reelection campaign Wednesday, writing in an op-ed for the Washington Post: "We cannot unsee President Biden's disastrous debate performance. We cannot ignore or dismiss the valid questions raised since that night."
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An Iowa baseball team needed a pitcher. A state legislator took the mound.
Iowa state Rep. J.D. Scholten (D) threw 100 pitches to lead the Sioux City Explorers to a win as a last-minute replacement for the short-staffed baseball team.
By Daniel Wu | 2024-07-11

Iowa state Rep. J.D. Scholten pitches for the Sioux City Explorers. (Tim Tushla)


The Sioux City Explorers were in a bind. Three hours before the Iowa-based professional baseball team was set to take the field Saturday, manager Steve Montgomery received the news that his starting pitcher for the day was injured. The other arms on his roster were spent. Frantic, he sent a flurry of calls to local baseball players who might be able to serve as an emergency replacement.
Most of those calls went unanswered. Then J.D. Scholten, a 44-year-old Democratic representative in the Iowa House, picked up the phone.
"I said, 'J.D., I'm desperate. I need you to start tonight's game,'" Montgomery recalled.
"You're kidding me," Scholten replied.
It was a chance for a comeback that Scholten, a retired player who pitched in several independent professional leagues before entering politics, never imagined he'd see at this stage in his career. So the lawmaker raced home, grabbed his cleats, signed a contract at the ballpark and took the mound for his hometown team -- where he threw 100 pitches over almost seven innings in a winning performance that brought the ballpark to its feet.
"It was pretty magical," Scholten told The Washington Post.
Scholten's heroics in the Explorers' 11-2 win revived a baseball career that has stretched decades longer than the representative's political one. Scholten grew up playing baseball in Sioux City and, when he wasn't drafted after college, entered the network of independent professional leagues in the United States and elsewhere unassociated with the MLB or its minor league system. In the 2000s, he played four seasons for the Sioux City Explorers, who compete in the American Association of Professional Baseball with 11 other teams based mostly in the Midwest and Canada. Between stints in the United States, he joined teams in Canada, Cuba, Belgium and Germany.
Scholten's dogged-ballplayer persona stayed with him after he retired and entered politics around six years ago. He ran ads with the tagline "If you build it, they will come" from the 1989 baseball movie "Field of Dreams" as he drew national attention with a competitive but unsuccessful bid to unseat Rep. Steve King (R) in a red congressional district in 2018. He ran for the U.S. House again in 2020 and lost before being elected to the Iowa House of Representatives in 2022, when he ran unopposed.
Scholten continued pitching in his spare time. When the legislative session ended in May 2023, he played in an amateur league and traveled overseas to briefly play for a professional team in the Netherlands. He couldn't stay away from baseball.
"It's partly because I want to stay in shape and all that," Scholten said. "But it's also a great stress relief and a great distraction from being in politics."
Scholten, more sore after every outing in his 40s and in the midst of a reelection campaign, never imagined he'd return to his hometown team this year. He was volunteering at a music festival in Sioux City on Saturday when Montgomery, the Sioux City Explorers manager, called with his last-ditch request.
Montgomery knew that Scholten was in shape. The Explorers were reeling after two dismal losses to start the holiday weekend, when opposing batters had ripped home run after home run against their exhausted bullpen and left the pitching roster depleted. What did they have to lose?
"We were in a little desperate times," Montgomery said.
With two hours before the game's first pitch, Scholten began warming up. Word got around Sioux City quickly that a politician and a former hometown player was taking the mound. Scholten stepped out onto the Explorers' field for the first time in almost two decades to a crowd bolstered by his old college teammates and family friends. Quietly, though, Montgomery and the Explorers' staff tempered their expectations.
"I was just hoping for the best," said Dan Vaughan, the Explorers' broadcaster. "That he would get through the first couple of innings and give us a couple [of outs]. I mean, as much as I wanted ... a more heroic story, I was just thinking, Milwaukee, this team we're playing, is really good."
The Milwaukee Milkmen started strong. In the first inning, the Explorers allowed a runner to score on a sacrifice fly and Scholten loaded the bases.
"I'm like, 'Oh no,'" Vaughan said. "'This could be a long evening.'"
But Scholten induced a double play to escape the jam. Then he cruised through Milwaukee's lineup, striking out two batters and allowing only one run off a solo homer over the next five innings.
Scholten's fastball touched 89 mph, Montgomery said. His sliders dipped and spun. He pitched with a veteran's savvy, Montgomery added, inducing weak flyballs to quickly record outs and speed through his innings.
The Explorers built a comfortable lead behind Scholten's pitching. Montgomery visited the mound after the lawmaker threw his 100th pitch in the seventh inning and -- after some argument -- convinced Scholten to exit the game to a raucous standing ovation. It felt like a playoff game, Montgomery said.
Even after playing baseball on several continents, it was also a first for Scholten.
"I never have gotten something like that in my life," he said.
Scholten was named player of the game after the Explorers' few remaining relief pitchers completed the win. His teammates doused him with a bucket of water in celebration -- another first for him. In a postgame interview with Vaughan on the field, Scholten declared the win was for "all the middle-aged men who still think they can do it."
Scholten and the Sioux City Explorers have since resumed their respective campaigns. The Explorers traveled north to Fargo, N.D., this week to begin a crucial road trip and vie for the final playoff spot in their division. Scholten said he has spent time distributing supplies for residents affected by recent flooding and door-knocking as a fundraising deadline approaches.
As Scholten campaigns, he is scheduled to pitch once more for the Explorers on Thursday in North Dakota. Scholten said that he believes he can balance his political commitments with baseball -- and that he doesn't mind if he never sheds the image of a ballplayer.
"At the end of the day," Scholten said, "if people can think 'baseball' with me ... I think that's how I prefer to be remembered."
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Pelosi opens the door, subtly, to replacing Biden
Pelosi and other Hill leaders are looking for a way to delicately get Biden to step aside.
By Leigh Ann Caldwell, Marianna Sotomayor, Jacqueline Alemany, Paul Kane | 2024-07-11

Nancy Pelosi spoke out on President Biden on Wednesday. (Allison Robbert/The Washington Post)


Former House speaker Nancy Pelosi delivered a very early wake-up call to Washington on Wednesday when she deftly sidestepped a straightforward question during a morning television interview: Should President Biden run for reelection?
In a 10-minute TV appearance on "Morning Joe" at 7:40 a.m., Pelosi -- who has a decades-long relationship with the president and still commands the deep respect of her colleagues -- left her mark on the biggest political crisis facing the Democratic Party in years.
"It's up to the president to decide if he is going to run. We're all encouraging him to make that decision, because time is running short," the California Democrat said. "He is beloved, he is respected, and people want him to make that decision."
In those few sentences on a program Biden is known to watch, Pelosi didn't directly call for Biden to step aside. But she did significantly reframe a delicate but urgent conversation taking place among Capitol Hill lawmakers, Democratic donors, party strategists and voters after Biden's faltering debate performance two weeks ago raised questions about whether he can beat Donald Trump and serve another term as president.
In a letter to Hill Democrats this week, Biden insisted he is running for reelection. But Pelosi, with subtle precision on morning television, said the president needed to make a "decision." She was the most high-profile in a slew of Democrats to paint a picture of a president who is deep in thought about whether he should run, even though Biden and his camp contend that there is no other choice on the table.
And she left Hill Democrats mulling whether they might actually have an influence on the course Biden chooses to take with four months left until November.
According to those who have known and watched Pelosi over the past several administrations, she doesn't operate in a vacuum and she is intentional in her language. Her timing was notable, coming a few days after the president released his letter and one day before a high-stakes Biden news conference, according to Democrats who have worked with and around the former speaker.
Pelosi, who remains in the House even after stepping down as speaker, is "always very deliberate about what she says," a senior Democratic House aide said.
In the hours after Pelosi spoke, a New York member from a competitive district -- Rep. Pat Ryan (D) -- said he could no longer support Biden, the 12th Democratic House member by the end of the day to urge the president to step aside. New York's lieutenant governor and former House member, Antonio Delgado, said it was time for a "new leader." Otherwise, the most prominent voice calling for Biden to exit the race Wednesday was actor George Clooney. One Senate Democrat -- Peter Welch (Vt.) -- became the first senator to publicly call on Biden to step aside in an op-ed for The Washington Post on Wednesday evening.
"We cannot unsee President Biden's disastrous debate performance. We cannot ignore or dismiss the valid questions raised since that night," Welch said.
Pelosi's TV interview came just minutes before a group of swing-district Democrats was set to hold a second meeting in as many days with House Democratic leader Hakeem Jeffries (N.Y.) to discuss Biden's candidacy. The most vulnerable House members have only grown more fearful in recent days that Biden will be a drag on their races as new public and internal campaign polling has painted a grim electoral picture for Democrats, depressing their ability to recapture the chamber. Democrats only need to win four seats to reclaim the House majority, but all of their most vulnerable members must win.
Pelosi's loyalty is to the House and she will act in what is in the House's best interest, two senior House Democratic aides noted.
Congressional Democrats have been mainly privately wringing their hands about Biden's debate performance two weeks ago in which he seemed at times lost or unable to finish his sentences. But many have hesitated to publicly urge him to abandon his campaign, waiting -- they say -- for more polling data, for the NATO summit in Washington this week to end and to see how Biden performs in the Thursday evening news conference.
Hill leaders -- including Jeffries and Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (N.Y.) -- have stated that they are behind Biden but said little else despite widespread fear among their rank-and-file that the president could gravely jeopardize their chances of recapturing the House majority and hanging on to the Senate in November.
"I agree with Nancy. She's stating the obvious," Welch said earlier Wednesday. "President Biden has made it clear that he's all in, but the evidence continues to come in about how an uphill battle is turning into an up-mountain battle."
Until Wednesday morning, Pelosi hadn't said much either. But when she did speak, Washington took note of the potential implications.
The former speaker is one of a small circle of Democratic power brokers who can effectively pressure the president, multiple current and former Hill aides say. One chief of staff to a Democratic House member said the California Democrat -- who's 84 and stepped down from House leadership in 2023 -- "has the most pull" among party elders who could ultimately deliver a grim message to a defiant Biden given the pair's decades-long relationship.
"There's only one person who has the gravitas and balls to say anything to Biden and it's Pelosi," a former Hill aide who is close with congressional leadership said.
Pelosi's remarks were not coordinated with Jeffries, three senior Democratic aides said. Leadership is still in listening mode, these aides said, as the House Democratic caucus remain deeply split about how to address Biden's fitness for office.
Jeffries has offered little direction to his members on approaching the Biden question. Privately, he has not told members whether to hold the line for the president, according to five people familiar with his deliberations who -- like some others interviewed for this article -- spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private deliberations. Vulnerable Democrats and other members who have spoken with Jeffries in recent days said they feel he understands their concerns.
In two separate meetings over the past 24 hours, Jeffries told members that he would soon relay members' deep concerns to the president, according to three people familiar with the remarks. It's unclear if a call has been scheduled yet.
But  multiple aides said Jeffries was boxed in when many Congressional Black Caucus members came out in support of Biden this week. Jeffries is a member of the CBC and is extremely deferential to the groups' leaders. Furthermore, there's doubt among leadership that the president would accept their counsel should they share concerns about the campaign.  A senior House Democratic aide complained that it wasn't even clear if any members of House leadership could reach Biden if they tried.
But there is a resounding belief among Hill Democrats that Biden might listen to Pelosi.
"I will tell you that she is probably the most savvy politician walking the face of the planet," said Rep. Jasmine Crockett (D-Tex.), who this week praised Biden for being one of the most effective presidents in U.S. history. "So I will leave it there."
Biden, 81, and Pelosi, 84, have a shared Catholic faith and have spent more than three decades working together on a wide range of domestic and foreign policy matters, including the 1994 crime bill that included an assault weapons ban.
Biden's final major legislative accomplishment as a senator, the July 2008 passage of legislation to battle AIDS in Africa, was a hallmark issue that Pelosi shepherded through the House during her first stint as speaker. As vice president, Biden often got tasked with selling compromises with congressional Republicans to Pelosi's caucus that left many Democrats with a sour taste -- but garnered respect from Pelosi.
Once Democrats took full control of Washington in January 2021, Biden and Pelosi, along with Schumer, worked closely on an ambitious policy agenda including the largest-ever investment in fighting climate change. Their partnership grew so strong that throughout late 2021 and 2022, longtime diplomatic observers -- from Foggy Bottom to Rome -- took note of Biden's delay in nominating a U.S. ambassador to Italy. That prompted deep speculation that whenever she stepped down as speaker, the president wanted to send the Italian-American Catholic to Rome as a capstone.
She denied those rumors, and after deciding to leave leadership, Pelosi made the unusual decision to stay in the House and rejoin the rank-and-file, albeit with the continued gravitas and an honorific title: "Speaker Emerita."
Until last week, perhaps no Democrat had been a more effective defender of Biden's age and capabilities than Pelosi, regularly turning any question on the topic into both an attack on Trump and a strong defense of Biden.
"Joe Biden has vision. He has knowledge. He [is] a strategic thinker. This is a very sharp president in terms of his public presentation," she told CNN's Anderson Cooper in February. "If he makes a slip of the tongue here or there, what's the deal?"
Just five months ago, Pelosi forcefully defended Biden's handling of matters in private settings, even if there was some cleanup required of his public statements. "I think his public presentation is okay," she told Cooper. "I think in meetings you see firsthand that he's on top of the situation."
Liz Goodwin and Theodoric Meyer contributed to this report.
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Peter Welch becomes first senator to call for Biden to step aside
Peter Welch becomes first senator to call for Biden to step aside.
By Liz Goodwin | 2024-07-11

Sen. Peter Welch (Vt.) became the first Democratic senator to publicly call on President Biden to exit the presidential race. ( Elizabeth Frantz for The Washington Post)


Sen. Peter Welch (Vt.) has become the first Democratic senator to call for President Biden to step aside following his June debate.
"We cannot unsee President Biden's disastrous debate performance," the freshman senator wrote in a Washington Post op-ed published Wednesday evening. "We cannot ignore or dismiss the valid questions raised since that night.
"For the good of the country, I'm calling on President Biden to withdraw from the race," Welch said.
The senator cited polling "shifts" in Minnesota, New Hampshire, Nevada, Arizona and Georgia to make the case that the political peril was too great for Biden to stay in the race because of the risk that Donald Trump might win.
Democratic lawmakers continue to question Biden's viability as a candidate and panic over their party's prospects in the fall. Twelve members of the House have called on Biden to step aside. Several senators privately expressed concerns in a closed-door meeting Tuesday that Biden has no path to victory in 2024 and that his unpopularity risks Democrats losing both the House and Senate. Sen. Michael Bennet (D-Colo.) said in a CNN interview Tuesday night that he feared Trump would win in a "landslide" but stopped short of asking Biden to step aside.
Former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), in a TV interview on Wednesday, also urged Biden to quickly decide whether he is running, despite Biden insisting he is staying in the race.
"We're all encouraging him to make that decision, because time is running short," Pelosi said.
On Thursday, top Biden officials Mike Donilon, Jen O'Malley Dillon, and Steve Ricchetti will brief Senate Democrats at lunch at the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee. Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) invited them to address his caucus's concerns.
"As I have made clear repeatedly publicly and privately, I support President Biden and remain committed to ensuring Donald Trump is defeated in November," Schumer said in a statement Wednesday evening.
The position puts Welch at odds with his fellow Vermonter, Sen. Bernie Sanders, who told reporters Wednesday that he believed Biden could win and has urged people to focus on Biden's policies.
Earlier on Wednesday, Welch said he hoped Biden would decide to exit the race after he saw the polling data. "President Biden has made it clear that he's all in, but the evidence continues to come in about how an uphill battle is turning into an up-mountain battle," the senator said.
Biden has told Hill Democrats that he is running and wants the debate about his candidacy to end.
"I am firmly committed to staying in this race, to running this race to the end, and to beating Donald Trump," he wrote them in a letter sent Monday.
On Wednesday, Cook Political Report analyst David Wasserman described Trump's lead in the polls post-debate as "the most drastic shift in the race all year."
In his op-ed, Welch praised Biden for his years of service, saying that he has "united" the party and helped created a bench of elected officials who can defeat Trump. He called Vice President Harris a "capable" leader and also praised other unnamed Democratic governors and senators.
"I understand why President Biden wants to run," he wrote. "He saved us from Donald Trump once and wants to do it again. But he needs to reassess whether he is the best candidate to do so. In my view, he is not."
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Ballot deadlines add urgency for Democrats weighing Biden's fitness to run
Experts say the party risks a complex and murky path if it attempts to change its presidential candidate once one has been formally nominated.
By Colby Itkowitz, Amy Gardner, Patrick Marley | 2024-07-10

President Biden walks to the Oval Office from Marine One on Feb. 8. (Tom Brenner for the Washington Post )


When the most vulnerable House Democrats met this week on Capitol Hill, they were split on the core question of whether President Biden should stay in the race. But they agreed on at least one thing: A final decision needs to be made quickly to meet state ballot deadlines and avoid potential legal challenges by Republicans.
Should Biden bow out now -- before he officially becomes the party's nominee -- legal experts say replacing him on the ballot would be relatively straightforward. The process would become significantly more complex and legally murky, however, were he to drop out once he has been officially nominated.
Time is tight: Biden is slated to become the nominee through a virtual roll call of party delegates Aug. 5, two weeks before Democrats gather for their convention in Chicago on Aug. 19.
Democrats who have urged the president to stand aside want a resolution quickly so that they can avoid a procedural quagmire. Biden's backers, meanwhile, want the internal debate to end swiftly so that the party can resolidify behind him, with no ambiguity about his status.
The agreement on the need for expediency ends there.
"There is deep concern, but there is not consensus on what to do," said one House Democrat who's running for reelection in one of 29 seats identified by the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee as the most competitive this year.
Experts said Republicans could try to object to Biden's replacement in court. But if he drops out before the convention and delegates vote on someone else as the Democrats' presidential pick, they said, any challenge to placing that person on the ballot would immediately be dismissed. If Biden were to drop out after becoming the Democratic nominee, the legal landscape is a bit less clear.
The Heritage Foundation has offered a window into likely Republican efforts to challenge a replacement to Biden, naming three critical battleground states -- Wisconsin, Georgia and Nevada -- where they claim they could wage a legal battle. Some legal analysts say the strength of their case would depend on the timing and circumstances of Biden's exit. Others say there are no grounds for an outside group to intervene because the selection of a presidential nominee is up to the national parties.
The pressure of state ballot deadlines and possible legal challenges adds yet another tricky factor into an already fraught political environment, with Democrats divided over whom they should back to face former president Donald Trump in the November election.
Ballot deadlines are typically a somewhat obscure realm of election law with little impact on a party's most weighty decisions. Now they matter, and Democratic lawmakers have expressed confusion about how the deadlines, which vary by state, play into any scenario in which Biden is replaced.
Rep. Andy Kim (D-N.J.), who is running for the U.S. Senate, told reporters on Capitol Hill on Tuesday that Democrats are trying to figure out "what are the actual deadlines" and said it's "hard to make a decision without fully understanding that."
Former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), said in an appearance on MSNBC's "Morning Joe" on Wednesday morning that Democrats are urging the president to make a decision "because time is running short." (Biden has insisted that he has already made that decision and that he is running.)
The group of front-line Democrats met several times this week, including Wednesday morning, to discuss the party's fraying support for Biden, according to three lawmakers who were in the room. Part of the discussion centered on the importance of quickly establishing whether Biden is in or out -- to avoid the chaos of an open convention but also to prevent Republicans from challenging the eventual nominee on state ballots.
"What happens when the GOP starts suing to keep people off the ballot?" one of the three representatives said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to be candid. "You know they will do that."
Months before the president's disastrous debate performance, which set off a frenzy within the Democratic Party over whether he should step aside, the Heritage Foundation laid out in a memo how it would legally challenge Democrats in several key swing states if they tried to replace Biden on the ballot.
Mike Howell, executive director of the conservative think tank's Oversight Project, wrote in an April 2 memo that if Democrats tried to replace Biden, "there is the potential for pre-election litigation in some states that would make the process difficult and perhaps unsuccessful."
Election experts say it's a nonissue right now because there is no official nominee to replace until delegates vote for one.
"Heritage's threatened litigation would be frivolous if a ticket is nominated at the convention," said Adav Noti, executive director of the Campaign Legal Center, a government watchdog group.

Biden supporters at a campaign event in Raleigh, N.C., last month. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


If the ticket is nominated or changed after the convention, Noti said, the legal situation "would depend on the date of the nomination and on the state[s] at issue, since each state has its own post-convention nomination deadline and procedures for modification."
Howell noted in the memo that in some states, there are no specific laws about how to deal with a presidential candidate's withdrawal, writing that "this confusion may be its own source of litigation."
Heritage points to a statute in Wisconsin law that a nominee can be replaced on ballots only if they die. Jeffrey Mandell, an election lawyer who has worked for Democrats in Wisconsin, said Biden would be difficult to remove from the ballot once he's nominated, in part because of a short time frame. Ballots will be printed in September and, under state law, must start to be mailed to overseas voters starting Sept. 19.
Mandell said it's hard to predict how the Wisconsin Supreme Court would react if Biden withdrew from the race after becoming the nominee.
"If either candidate has some kind of debilitating but not fatal incident, I think we can expect that the Wisconsin Supreme Court would be fairly flexible," he said. If the switch were made for political reasons, however, Mandell said: "That's a lot more complicated."
Heritage said that in Nevada, the party nominee must be set by June -- but it may take a judge to resolve the question. The office of the Nevada Secretary of State Cisco Aguilar (D) published an administrative rule last year setting the deadline in September.
Heritage also cited Georgia as a battleground where the organization hopes to thwart an effort to replace Biden. The office of the Georgia secretary of state, however, said Heritage's argument misapplies state law. There is no legal ballot deadline because it's the purview of the national parties, not the state, to select their nominees. There is a practical deadline, however, as there is in every state, which is the date by which the ballots have to start being printed.
Election experts say that even if there is no legal path to keeping a Democratic nominee other than Biden off the ticket, conservatives are likely to pursue them anyway to sow confusion.
"Heritage understands that there is little legal ground for lawsuits on ballot access prior to the nomination," said Craig Holman, a government affairs lobbyist at Public Citizen, a good-government advocacy group, "but no doubt will file lawsuits anyway in an effort to entangle the democratic process and harass whoever may be the Democratic Party nominee."
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Biden should provide evidence he can beat Trump, Democratic leaders say
The calls came as top union leaders, more lawmakers and even some campaign staff members expressed grave concerns about his candidacy.
By Tyler Pager, Michael Scherer, Dan Balz | 2024-07-11

President Biden attends a church service at Mount Airy Church of God in Christ on Sunday in Philadelphia. (Joe Lamberti for The Washington Post)


Democratic leaders called on President Biden and his campaign Wednesday to provide convincing evidence of a viable path to victory amid a steady tide of bad battleground state polling and growing concerns that he cannot defeat former president Donald Trump in November.
The calls came as top union leaders expressed grave concerns about his candidacy, more members of Congress and other Democrats called on him to step aside, and even members of Biden's senior campaign staff began to exchange doubt about his prospects.
In a closed-door meeting Wednesday, some of the country's union leaders -- many of whom are strident backers of Biden -- said Americans' doubts about Biden's ability to do the job were damaging his candidacy and repeatedly asked Biden campaign officials for their plan to defeat Trump, according to two people familiar with their comments, who like others for this story spoke on the condition of anonymity to share private comments. Two of the most outspoken leaders were Sara Nelson, the president of the Association of Flight Attendants, and Shawn Fain, the president of the United Auto Workers, two of Biden's biggest labor allies.
In a statement later Wednesday, AFL-CIO leadership "unanimously voted to reaffirm its commitment" to Biden, saying, "No president has been more invested in helping workers than Joe Biden."
Senior campaign staff have started to take a more pessimistic view of Biden's chances, even as they continue to fan out in a full-court blitz to push the campaign forward and reassure allies of the president's potential to rebound.
"Overwhelmingly a majority of senior campaign staff are despondent and don't see a path," said a Democratic strategist familiar with the conversations. A second person familiar with the discussions did not dispute the description.
"We can either worry or we can work, and this team is doing the work that wins elections," Biden campaign spokesman Kevin Munoz said in a statement.
Meanwhile, Democrats say the defections are likely to increase in coming days, with lawmakers and donors privately signaling that, by the end of the week, they may publicly call for Biden to drop out. They argue they do not want to embarrass Biden during the ongoing NATO summit in Washington while also giving him time to decide on his own to exit the race.
On Wednesday, Sen. Peter Welch of Vermont became the first Democratic senator to call on Biden to drop out, writing in a Washington Post op-ed that he should do so "for the good of the country" because of the danger posed by Trump. In addition, Rep. Pat Ryan (D-N.Y.), one of the party's most vulnerable members; Rep. Earl Blumenauer (D-Ore.); and Antonio Delgado, the lieutenant governor of New York who formerly represented a swing district in Congress, also called on Biden to step aside.
At the first presidential debate with Trump on June 27, Biden was unable to complete sentences, often spoke haltingly and, at times, seemed confused about what question he was trying to answer. Democrats panicked over the performance, raising questions about his ability to serve another four years as president and renewing questions about the 81-year-old's mental acuity.
Biden and his campaign continue to publicly maintain that he will not leave the race and that he is positioned to beat Trump in an election that will take place in 117 days. The Biden campaign told Democratic senators Wednesday that campaign chair Jen O'Malley Dillon, senior campaign adviser Mike Donilon and White House adviser Steve Ricchetti will meet Thursday for a briefing on the path forward. The Biden campaign said it conducted polling immediately after the debate that found no significant movement in the battleground states for Biden.

Rebecca Pollack, Micah Pollack, 11, and Mateo Zavala, 14, hold up signs outside the North Lawn of the White House on July 3. (Demetrius Freeman for The Washington Post)


A Democratic senator said that, if the campaign team tells senators that there has been little to no deterioration in the president's position, "I don't think anybody will believe it." He added that senators will be looking for "convincing evidence that they can turn this thing around."
Kate Bedingfield, the deputy campaign manager on Biden's 2020 campaign and former White House communications director, gave voice to private frustrations in the party that the campaign has not yet offered an empirical case for Biden recovering from his debate setback and then gaining enough momentum to win.
"If they have data that supports the path to victory that they see, they should put it out there now and help people who badly want to beat Trump rally around it," Bedingfield wrote on social media. "People want to see the path."
Ron Klain, a longtime Biden adviser and former White House chief of staff, said there was unanimity among Biden's team that he remains the best candidate to defeat Trump. "He wins in 2024 as he did in 2020 -- because his personal values and character ultimately prevail against Trump," Klain wrote in a text message.
Democrats have been privately sketching out possible scenarios and the timing of them, should Biden decide to leave the race, including Biden possibly endorsing the nomination of Vice President Harris. One Democratic strategist said time is of the essence: "Every iteration of this, earlier is better," avoiding a "mad scramble" near or at the Democratic National Convention in August in Chicago.
Biden announced in a letter to Democratic allies Monday that he was "firmly committed to staying in this race, to running this race to the end, and to beating Donald Trump." But former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) appeared Wednesday on MSNBC's "Morning Joe" -- a show that Biden is known to watch regularly -- where she described Biden's continued candidacy as an open question.
"It's up to the president to decide if he is going to run," said Pelosi, who remains a member of the House since relinquishing the speakership. "We're all encouraging him to make that decision. Because time is running short."
House Democratic concerns are anchored in polling from before the debate that showed Biden already trailing Trump in districts that he won comfortably in 2020, with approval ratings in the low 4os, according to a person who has seen the data. In both House and Senate polls, down-ballot Democrats continue to outperform Biden in ballot tests.
An AARP poll released Tuesday -- which was conducted by polling firms that work for the Biden and Trump campaigns -- showed Biden trailing Trump in Wisconsin by six percentage points in a five-way contest that included third-party candidates. Biden beat Trump in Wisconsin by less than a percentage point in 2020. Sen. Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.) maintained a lead of three points over her Republican opponent, the businessman Eric Hovde, in the AARP poll.
"He is just a drag everywhere," said another Democrat working on campaigns this cycle who has seen private polling across the country.
The campaign has since started another round of polling this week, though the results have not come back, said people familiar with the operation. Biden also announced he will sit down for an interview Monday with NBC News anchor Lester Holt in Austin, to be shown during the first night of the Republican nominating convention.
National public polls showed Trump with a slight lead before the debate -- a sharp contrast to the lead of about four points Biden enjoyed over Trump at the same point in the 2020 campaign. Since the debate, national polls have shown a 2.5-point average shift in Trump's direction, according to a Washington Post average of polling.
Democrats are particularly concerned about Biden's diminished status compared with the 2020 campaign. At this point in that cycle, he polled nine points ahead of Trump in the RealClearPolitics average of polls. Biden won the national popular vote by 4.5 points that November. Trump now leads the same average by more than three points.

President Biden exits after delivering remarks in the Cross Hall of the White House on July 1. (Demetrius Freeman for The Washington Post)


Some Democrats have grown concerned in recent days about the pace of fundraising for Biden and the independent groups supporting his campaign, as high-dollar bundlers for the president have shown reluctance to work their networks or have refused to follow through with donations. The campaign was bringing in more than $3 million a day after the debate, according to people familiar with the internal numbers. Donations have since dropped off, and campaign advisers are awaiting the Republican convention next week to see if enthusiasm returns.
The uncertainty among high-dollar donors about giving to independent groups has made it "hard to balance the checkbook," said one fundraiser involved in the effort. "I think a lot of the large-dollar donors are going to move their funding to the House and the Senate. If Biden is going to stay in, he has got to pray that the small-dollar donors come through."
On Wednesday, George Clooney, the Academy Award-winning actor and longtime Democratic donor, said Biden should drop out of the race. Clooney -- who co-hosted a fundraiser for Biden last month in Los Angeles -- said the president "wasn't even the Joe Biden of 2020" at that event.
"This isn't only my opinion; this is the opinion of every senator and Congress member and governor that I've spoken with in private," Clooney wrote in the New York Times. "Every single one, irrespective of what he or she is saying publicly."
He continued: "The dam has broken. We can put our heads in the sand and pray for a miracle in November, or we can speak the truth."
Lauren Kaori Gurley and Liz Goodwin contributed reporting.
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Biden's aging and demeanor face scrutiny at NATO summit
Many alliance leaders dread the potential return of Trump to the White House, prompting anxiety about Biden's prospects.
By Yasmeen Abutaleb, Michael Birnbaum | 2024-07-10

President Biden speaks Tuesday at the Mellon Auditorium in Washington at an event commemorating the 75th anniversary of NATO's founding. (Susan Walsh/AP)


The 31 NATO leaders who descended on Washington this week came expecting to talk about defending Ukraine, preventing cyberattacks and ensuring the future of the 75-year alliance. And while those discussions did take place Wednesday, an entirely different question was also a big topic of conversation among the heads of state: What is going to happen to President Biden?
The long-planned summit is overlapping with a moment of extraordinary political peril for Biden, as Democrats debate whether he should remain their presidential nominee since a shaky debate performance on June 27 prompted questions about his age, ability to campaign against Republican Donald Trump and capacity to serve another four-year term.
On Wednesday, the second of the summit's three days, the leaders debated those questions among themselves, anxiously asking their American counterparts what to make of the unfolding political crisis and closely parsing Biden's public and private interactions to determine whether he seems up to another brutal campaign and presidential term, according to several people familiar with leaders' reactions, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss private dynamics.
Since arriving in Washington on Tuesday and having their opening conversations with Biden, NATO's leaders have been comparing notes on their impressions of the president, one European official familiar with the interactions said, in an effort to build as complete a portrait as possible of the most important alliance leader.
Two people who have spoken with the NATO leaders and dignitaries said most of them have four key questions, ones that largely track what many Americans are asking: Is Biden going to drop out? If he does, will Vice President Harris replace him at the top of the ticket? What does Harris mean for NATO? And what should they do to prepare for a possible Trump presidency?
The former president has threatened to shred the alliance and said he would allow Russia to do "whatever the hell they want" to any NATO country that doesn't spend enough on defense. But despite the underlying fears of Trump's return, which many of the leaders dread, the mood of the NATO summit has been upbeat in many ways, said Ian Bremmer, president of the Eurasia Group, a consulting firm.
Leaders are encouraged by the fact that Ukraine is in a better position in its two-year-plus war with Russia than it was three months ago, even if deep concerns remain about its long-term prospects. And Biden welcomed two new countries, Finland and Sweden, into NATO, and touted the fact that the number of allies spending at least 2 percent of their GDP on defense has increased from nine in 2020 to 23 now.
Still, "there's no question that what's happening today with Biden -- and with questions about American democracy and commitment to the transatlantic alliance -- is making everyone very nervous," Bremmer said.
White House officials, mindful that divisions over Ukraine broke into the open at last year's NATO summit in Lithuania, have spent the past 12 months trying to manage Kyiv's expectations about its prospects for membership in the alliance. They have emphasized that this year's gathering would be largely an opportunity to celebrate 75 years of NATO, potentially delivering a foreign policy boost to Biden ahead of the election.
But Biden's debate performance two weeks ago transformed the energy at the gathering, sucking the air out of the festivities and focusing attention on the president's ability to do his job, according to several participants.
Any NATO summit features an intense focus on the U.S. president. He typically speaks first in the leaders' closed-door meetings, a recognition of the key role Washington plays in propping up the alliance. This year, the United States is set to spend $968 billion on defense, according to NATO figures -- nearly double the total expenditure of the other 31 member nations.
But with Biden's abilities in question, that casual attention has transformed into detailed, anxious analysis of his every gesture and utterance. Some leaders have been undertaking an effort to bolster NATO against the possibility that Trump would return and undermine it from within. Even under Biden, some strong supporters of Kyiv complain that the alliance has not been aggressive enough about supporting Ukraine and moving it more quickly toward NATO membership.
Biden's most important test will come Thursday, when he is set to hold a rare news conference that Democrats say will be critical to showing that he has the energy and mental agility to campaign against Trump. European leaders will closely watch that news conference to try to determine whether his debate performance was a bad night, as Biden has argued, or a sign of a bigger problem that could make it more challenging to defeat Trump.
As early as Tuesday, leaders began exchanging notes on their interactions with Biden and how much he appears to have aged. One person familiar with some of the conversations said leaders felt that Biden was showing no improvement over his appearance at the Group of Seven summit in Italy last month, when European officials came away alarmed at how much more frail he seemed.
Several European leaders have known Biden for many years -- some dating back to his days as vice president more than 10 years ago -- and that has made his recent aging especially stark, the person familiar with the conversations said.
Discussions of Biden's condition and political future have dominated the chatter on the sidelines of the summit. At a reception at the British ambassador's grand residence Tuesday, American officials maintained studious poker faces when the topic of Biden's future came up. European ministers and security officials, meanwhile, pumped American acquaintances for insider details about the thinking at the White House, the mechanics of nominating a different Democratic candidate and potential replacements, according to people familiar with the conversations, who like others spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters.
At a Tuesday reception with all 32 NATO leaders, Biden's mannerisms were similar to those in a welcome speech he had delivered earlier that evening, as he recognized many of his counterparts without prompting and engaged in fluid if brief encounters, one European official said. The president mingled with other leaders alone, without his or their aides present, the official said.
Still, foreign leaders, like many American observers, are now viewing some of Biden's behaviors, which earlier they might have dismissed as inconsequential, through a new lens.
During Biden's opening speech Tuesday, many in the audience were watching closely as the president put the presidential medal of freedom around the neck of outgoing NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg, according to three people who were present. One person said some in the audience held their breath, anxious to see if Biden could complete the task. The ceremony went off without a hitch.
Biden then spoke passionately about the renewed strength of the alliance, which has largely remained unified in the face of Russia's invasion of Ukraine. Biden did not mention Trump by name, but he stressed that a majority of Americans support NATO and spoke of the danger of a world without the alliance.
"It's good that we're stronger than ever, because this moment in history calls for our collective strength," Biden said in his speech. "The American people understand what would happen if there was no NATO -- another war in Europe, American troops fighting and dying, dictators spreading chaos."
At the summit's main meeting Wednesday, Biden delivered prepared remarks of about three minutes without difficulty, then appeared attentive throughout the hours of interventions by the other 31 leaders, four senior officials who took part said.
After the meeting, Biden hosted Britain's new prime minister, Keir Starmer, at the White House.
Early in the day, Biden stopped by a meeting of AFL-CIO leaders, a friendly group that has reaffirmed its support for the president. "I've never been more optimistic about America's chances," Biden told the labor group. "Not because of me, but because of what we're doing together."
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New data upends how we think about the partisanship of young Americans
The Pew Research Center's NPORS poll finds that young Americans, particularly young White people, are now more likely to identify with the GOP than with Democrats.
By Philip Bump | 2024-07-10

Lynda McChesney, 34, of Dublin, Ohio, explains the voting process to her curious 4-year-old twin girls, Jaylyn, left, and Jacklyn McChesney. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


A few years ago, I spoke with Columbia University political scientist Donald Green as I was researching my book about the generational shift that's underway in the United States. My analysis detailed the ways in which younger Americans differed from older Americans, including that they were more diverse and better educated. Those characteristics overlapped with another differentiator: They were more likely to align with Democratic candidates, even as they were less likely to be members of political parties.
Green offered a qualifier to that differentiation.
"You might be surprised, if you looked at the public opinion profile of young people, how ideologically heterodox this otherwise largely liberal group is," he said. "There are some specific issue positions in which young people are quite distinctive -- for example, LGBT equality -- but on other issues they're not."
This is not how the politics of younger Americans have generally been presented, but there is increasing evidence that it's a useful way to look at it. Instead of signing on to the battery of positions held by members of the Democratic or Republican parties, many younger, independent voters approach politics like a Spotify playlist -- picking out individual songs instead of listening to a whole album. Or, perhaps more importantly, they view some aspects as important and other aspects as less so.
This is overly broad, certainly, both in how it presents younger voters and how it presents older partisans. But it's a useful way of considering Green's observation -- an observation that comports with recent polling showing rightward shifts among younger Americans. An observation that comports, too, with Donald Trump's unexpectedly robust support from younger Americans.
Some of the Trump support can be explained by the way in which the country has evolved since 2015. An 18-year-old voting for the first time this year was 6 years old the last time the GOP nominated someone other than Trump as its presidential nominee. A 29-year-old was only 17. The world of Republican politics in which they grew up has always been one dominated by Donald Trump.
That's distinct from the broader shift, one that appears in different ways and to different degrees in different data. In April, for example, Pew Research Center released data showing a continuation of the familiar pattern in party identification -- more liberal to more conservative as the age of respondents increased.
Earlier this week, though, Pew released the most recent iteration of its big, comprehensive National Public Opinion Reference Survey. The NPORS is a benchmark poll that uses a number of different methodologies to ensure responses, including phone, online contact and direct mail. And, as The Washington Post's Lenny Bronner found after parsing the data, it found a much more complicated interplay between partisan identification and age.
The size of the sample included in the NPORS allowed Bronner to pick out not only age groups but also to often overlay race and gender. The results of that analysis are presented below, with particularly interesting findings identified. They are discussed below. Reading the chart is straightforward: Dark blue indicates respondents who identified as Democrats and light blue those who were independents who tend to vote Democratic. Red bars indicate the same relationship to the Republican Party. Labels at left indicate groups by age, race and gender, among other things.




Discussing the highlighted segments of the chart:
A. Notice that while the total number of Democrats and Democrat-leaning independents is fairly consistent across age groups, the number of self-identified Democrats increases dramatically along with the age of the respondent. Less than a quarter of those under the age of 30 identify as Democrats or Republicans. More than a third of those aged 65 and older identify with either major party.
It's not highlighted, but directly under the overall differentiation by age is the same breakout among registered voters. There's more partisan identification within this pools of respondents, probably in large part because states generally require partisan registration.
But we shouldn't ignore the most important aspect here: Younger respondents are about evenly divided between the two parties, which hasn't been the case in recent years. Much of the movement is among those who are leaning independent, a group that often focuses its alignment with one party as a response to disliking the other party. Perhaps, then, some of the movement here has been those leaning independent changing their perceptions of which party they dislike or the extent to which they do so.
B. The lower partisan identification among younger Black and Hispanic American respondents is notable as well. (The pool of Asian American respondents was too small to break out separately.) They are more likely to identify as Republican or Republican-leaning independent than older members of those racial groups but much less likely to identify as Democrats.
C. The gender-age group most likely to identify as Democratic is older women. The pattern in which younger respondents are less partisan holds when breaking age groups out by gender, with men being less Democratic than women across the board. In fact, every age group of men is as likely to or less likely than the youngest group of women, who are those least likely to identify as Democrats.
Across age groups, men are more likely to identify as Republicans than Democrats. Across age groups, the opposite is true for women.
D. The gender-racial-age group most likely to identify as Republican or Republican-leaning independents is young White men. They are more likely to do so -- and less likely to identify as Democrats -- than the oldest group of White men.
It's important to note that the sample size here is small, so the margin of error is relatively large. But this is still a break from past polling of partisan identification by age.
The most Democratic gender-racial-age groups are non-White women. White women of every age group are more likely to identify as Republicans than as Democrats. A majority of White women under 30 in this poll identify as Republican or Republican-leaning independent. Again, though, the sample size is small.
Regardless, this data reinforces the idea that the familiar pattern of younger Americans trending heavily to the left has, at least in recent years, been broken. If so, it's likely that Green identified one reason why: The scale of their liberal political identities was perhaps overstated. It's also likely that younger voters -- perhaps as a response to the candidates and issues that the Democratic Party has presented -- have soured on the party toward which they used to lean.
Lenny Bronner contributed to this report.
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97-year-old judge loses lawsuit challenging suspension from the bench
Judge Pauline Newman was suspended from the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit after she declined to participate in an investigation into her fitness.
By Tobi Raji | 2024-07-10

Pauline Newman, a 95-year-old judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, in her D.C. office in May. (Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post)


A 97-year-old federal judge has lost a lawsuit she brought against her colleagues over her suspension for refusing to undergo a neurological examination amid concerns about her fitness.
Judge Pauline Newman was suspended from the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit for a year after she declined the exam, an interview with a judicial committee and a request to share her medical records. Her lawsuit challenged the constitutionality of the Judicial Conduct and Disability Act, which established the process for the investigation.
On Tuesday, U.S. District Judge Christopher R. Cooper dismissed the case, ruling that Newman had failed to show how the 1980 act violated the Fourth Amendment and that a provision of the act is not unconstitutionally vague. Cooper rejected Newman's other constitutional challenges to the act in February.
"Though some investigative conduct might trigger Fourth Amendment concerns, and even constitute violations of an individual's privacy rights, Judge Newman has not shown that every application of the provision offends the Fourth Amendment," Cooper wrote.
Greg Dolin, Newman's lawyer, vowed to appeal Cooper's ruling to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit and eventually to the Supreme Court.
"Judge Newman plans to fight it for as long as it takes because this is not just about her, it's about the integrity and independence of the judiciary as well as the entire constitutional structure," Dolin said.
Newman's public dispute over her fitness as a judge comes amid broader concerns about the mental capabilities of aging public servants, from the late Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.) to Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.). President Biden, 81, has faced pressure to end his bid for reelection following his poor debate performance in June. Biden, who is the oldest person ever to hold the office, has vowed to stay in the race.
In an interview, Newman said she supports term limits for federal judges to get new generations of people on the bench. She also reflected on public concerns about aging federal judges and government officials.
"There is certainly room for thinking about how the nation should handle the fact that we're all living longer than we used to," Newman said. "All the noise about President Biden having lost some of his cognitive abilities, I think that this happens to all of us."
Newman said she's thought about retiring over the years, but "I looked around me at the court and I wasn't too enchanted with all of my colleagues, and felt that I could serve the nation better by staying on the court than by quitting."
The Federal Circuit hears patent and trademark cases as well as claims involving government contracts and benefits. Newman, who was appointed to the circuit by President Ronald Reagan in 1984, is known for her dissents and taking her time to write them. Over the last 40 years, she has written more than 300 dissenting opinions.
In March 2023, after judges and staff expressed concerns about Newman's ability to perform the work of an active judge, Chief Judge Kimberly Moore urged her to retire or take senior status, a form of semi-retirement that creates a vacancy on the court.
Newman declined. Moore then convened a panel of three judges to investigate Newman's competence.
The committee's court filings allege that Newman, who is the oldest sitting judge in the country to not take senior status, has shown "significant mental deterioration" since suffering a heart attack in 2021. The committee also says Newman takes far longer than other judges to decide cases and writes fewer opinions.
Newman has asked for the investigation to be transferred to a different court, citing conflicts of interest.
She hasn't received any new cases since the investigation began.
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Harris boosts Biden at AKA convention, tapping network of Black women
Vice president pushes ahead with campaign swing touting Biden amid roiling debate among Democrats over his candidacy.
By Sabrina Rodriguez, Cleve R. Wootson Jr. | 2024-07-10

Members of Alpha Kappa Alpha listen as Vice President Harris addresses their sorority in Dallas on Wednesday. (Nitashia Johnson/For The Washington Post)


Vice President Harris, at a pivotal moment in President Biden's fight to save his candidacy, urged an influential group of Black women Tuesday to mobilize behind the Biden-Harris ticket but did not mention the uproar that has engulfed the president since his stumbling debate performance two weeks ago.
"We know when we organize, mountains move," Harris exhorted fellow members of the historically Black sorority Alpha Kappa Alpha gathered in Dallas. "When we mobilize, nations change. And when we vote, we make history."
She added, "Our nation is counting on the leaders in this room to guide us forward."
The 19,000 Black women in the audience, who frequently cheered Harris's words, represented a central pillar of Biden's political coalition, one he must retain to have any hope of reelection. In 2020, exit polls showed 90 percent of Black women voted for Biden, by far the highest of any one group of voters, although recent polls suggest a drop-off in his support among voters of color.
The group would also be critical to Harris's prospects should she mount a future presidential run -- or should she replace Biden on the 2024 Democratic ticket, as some in the party want.
"For 116 years, the members of our sorority have been on the front lines of the fight to realize the promise of America," Harris said, sporting a pink suit in a tribute to the sorority's pink-and-green colors. "This year, let us continue that work."

Vice President Harris speaks during the event. (Nitashia Johnson/For The Washington Post)


In the days since Biden stumbled over his words and often struggled to complete his sentences during his June 27 debate against presumptive Republican nominee Donald Trump, a growing number of Democratic leaders have suggested the president should seriously consider whether to keep running for reelection -- or end his candidacy and make way for another Democrat to become the nominee.
Biden has forcefully rejected that message, leaving Harris in a sensitive spot as she undertakes a campaign swing this week to address core Democratic groups: Her chief mission is to bolster Biden, but it is hardly lost on her audience that she is also displaying her own political skills should she find herself heading the ticket.
Speaking before the nation's oldest Black sorority, Harris did not mention Biden's ongoing struggles back in Washington, focusing her remarks instead on the administration's achievements and the stakes of the fight against Trump.
Harris, who graduated in 1986 from Howard University, has long leveraged her status as a member of AKA. She has participated in several events since taking office with the Divine Nine, the group of historically Black sororities and fraternities.
Later this month, she will meet in Indianapolis with members of Zeta Phi Beta, another historically Black sorority with a record of focusing on social justice.
In her remarks, Harris leaned into her familiarity with the audience, calling them her "sorors," or sisters. She thanked them for helping elect Biden as president and her as the first woman vice president. And she gave a shout-out to fellow AKA, Shalanda Young, who serves as Biden's budget director.
Harris checked off work the administration has done to tackle health-care costs, lower maternal mortality rates, reduce student loan debt and remove medical debt from credit reports. And she focused on abortion rights, citing it as one of the freedoms currently under attack in the United States.
"All of us here are clear that while we have come a mighty long way, we have more work to do. Across our nation, we are witnessing a full-on assault on hard-fought, hard-won freedoms and rights," she said, listing attacks on voting, LGBTQ+ and abortion rights.
The trip was part of what the White House has billed as a "Summer of Engagement" for the vice president. While Biden is back in Washington this week hosting the NATO summit, Harris has been on the road serving as a top cheerleader for Biden and his administration.
On Tuesday, she offered a strong defense of Biden, calling him a "fighter" at a campaign event in Las Vegas focused on Asian American, Hawaiian Native and Pacific Islander voters. On Thursday, Harris heads to Greensboro, N.C., her sixth trip to a state that Democrats are attempting to flip blue this election.
She spent last Saturday at the Essence Festival in New Orleans, speaking to a crowd of mostly Black women in a moderated conversation that focused heavily on the stakes of the election.
The choice of audiences is no accident. In 2020, Black voters' embrace of Biden catapulted him to the Democratic nomination and then the presidency, and ensuring those voters are still enthusiastically behind him in 2024 is a top task for his campaign.
Harris is central to that effort and has regularly been deployed an ambassador to energize key portions of the Democratic electorate, including Black, Latino, AAPI and younger voters.
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Pelosi urges Biden to make decision on race, despite his insistence he will stay
"It's up to the president to decide if he is going to run. We're all encouraging him to to make that decision, because time is running short," former House speaker Nancy Pelosi said Wednesday on MSNBC's "Morning Joe."  
By Amy B Wang | 2024-07-10

Former House speaker Nancy Pelosi said on July 10 that President Biden must "decide if he is going to run" despite his repeated insistence he is still running.


In a Wednesday morning interview, former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) repeatedly urged President Biden to make a decision about whether to stay in the presidential race, despite the president's insistence that he should remain at the top of the Democratic ticket.
"It's up to the president to decide if he is going to run. We're all encouraging him to make that decision, because time is running short," Pelosi said Wednesday on MSNBC's "Morning Joe." " ... He is beloved, he is respected, and people want him to make that decision."
Biden so far has been adamant that he should continue running for reelection, amid increasingly public concerns within the party about his candidacy after his halting performance against Donald Trump in the first debate of the contest last month. Biden has insisted that he is the best person to beat Trump, who he warned would usher in a radical right-wing agenda if allowed to return to the White House. On Wednesday, Biden has a full slate of events as host of this week's NATO summit in Washington, where dozens of world leaders are discussing, among other issues, how to "Trump-proof" the alliance should the former president be reelected.
Since the debate, Biden has held campaign rallies, sat for an interview with ABC News, sent a lengthy letter to congressional lawmakers and agreed to hold a news conference Thursday, all in the hope of quelling doubts about his ability to serve a second term. Biden and his team also have met with key party leaders who have voiced strong support for his candidacy -- including Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (N.Y.) and Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (N.Y.), as well as members of the Congressional Black Caucus.
But Pelosi's remarks in her TV appearance Wednesday suggested that Biden had yet to make a final decision about whether to continue running, and dissent within the party has continued to trickle out. Pressed on whether she wanted him to stay in the race, Pelosi said: "I want him to do whatever he decides to do. And that's -- that's the way it is. Whatever he decides, we go with."
Pelosi also implied that she had told Democratic lawmakers to refrain from voicing any opinions about Biden's candidacy until after the NATO summit.
"Over 30 heads of state are here. ... It means [Biden is] orchestrating the discussion and setting the agenda, and he's doing so magnificently," Pelosi said. "And I've said to everyone -- let's just hold off whatever you're thinking, either tell somebody privately, but you don't have to put that out on the table until we see how we go this week. But I'm very proud of the president."
Later Wednesday, Pelosi told a CBS News reporter that she thought Biden was "great" and that she never said Biden should "reconsider" his decision.
In an email Wednesday, Pelosi spokesman Ian Krager said: "Speaker Pelosi fully supports whatever President Biden decides to do. We must turn our attention to why this race is so important: Donald Trump would be a disaster for our country and our democracy."
Democratic lawmakers remain divided on Biden -- and have certainly not remained quiet about their opinions on the president. So far, about a dozen Democratic lawmakers have called on Biden to drop out of the 2024 race. Rep. Pat Ryan (D-N.Y.), a moderate who represents a swing district, told the New York Times on Wednesday that he would be "doing a grave disservice" if he said Biden was the best Democratic candidate.
"For the good of our country, for my two young kids, I'm asking Joe Biden to step aside in the upcoming election and deliver on the promise to be a bridge to a new generation of leaders," Ryan told the Times. 
Late Tuesday, Sen. Michael Bennet (D-Colo.) told CNN that Trump was on track to win the election "by a landslide and take with him the Senate and the House" if Biden remained in the race.
"For me, this isn't a question about polling; it's not a question about politics. It's a moral question about the future of our country," Bennet said. "It's critically important for us to come to grips with what we face, if together, we put this country on the path of electing Donald Trump again."
Asked to respond to Bennet's comments, Biden campaign spokesman Kevin Munoz said: "No one is more committed to defeating Donald Trump and defending our democracy than Joe Biden, and few know better than Joe Biden the importance of showing up and campaigning to earn the support of voters. This was always going to be a close race."
Actor and filmmaker George Clooney, a longtime Biden supporter who has helped raise funds for the campaign, including in a major event last month in Los Angeles, published a guest op-ed in the New York Times on Wednesday calling for a new Democratic nominee.
"It's devastating to say it, but the Joe Biden I was with three weeks ago at the fund-raiser was not the Joe 'big F-ing deal' Biden of 2010," Clooney wrote. "He wasn't even the Joe Biden of 2020. He was the same man we all witnessed at the debate."
CNN political commentator Kate Bedingfield, who served as communications director for Biden's 2020 campaign and in the White House, suggested Wednesday that voters want to see data supporting the idea that Biden can win in November.
"I know firsthand better than almost anyone how smart the Biden team is about data and about ignoring the noise. They are right that the game here is to convince voters, not pundits," Bedingfield wrote on X. "But when the battle over the public data is so overwhelmingly negative, it's a good moment to put forward your theory of the case. If they have data that supports the path to victory that they see, they should put it out there now and help people who badly want to beat Trump rally around it. People want to see the path."
Liz Goodwin and Maeve Reston contributed to this report.
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Pelosi and Democrats to Biden: Maybe take the hint, please?
Few congressional Democrats are calling for Biden to drop out. But many are refusing to give him anything amounting to a vote of confidence, and that's telling.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-07-10

President Biden speaks with former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) during an Affordable Care Act anniversary event at the White House in March 2023. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


The vast majority of congressional Democrats are not calling on President Biden to step aside in the 2024 race, even as that's what about half the party's base wants.
What they are doing, though, is crafting a growing volume of conspicuous and carefully worded suggestions in hopes that maybe Biden takes the hint and reconsiders his plans to stay in.
Those hints are becoming harder and harder for Biden and his allies to play off as "bed-wetting."
One of the most pronounced examples of this increasingly contorted dance came Wednesday morning. Appearing on MSNBC's "Morning Joe," former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) encouraged Biden to make a decision quickly because time is running short.
The problem with that, of course, is that Biden has said -- repeatedly -- that his decision is already made: He's running. He even sent a lengthy letter Monday saying as much and laying out his reasoning. It was addressed to the House Democratic caucus that Pelosi once led.
When the MSNBC host noted that Biden has been clear that he's staying in the race and asked whether Pelosi wants Biden to run, Pelosi skirted the issue.
"I want him to do whatever he decides to do. And that's the way it is," Pelosi said. "Whatever he decides, we go with."
That is not exactly a vote of confidence. And it has plenty of company.
This is not even the first time that Pelosi has leaned in on the idea that perhaps Biden should reconsider his plans. But it is one of the most significant statements to date. That's because Biden has hailed his support among Democratic leaders like her -- his strongest critics have mostly come from the rank and file -- and because it looked for a time this week as if Biden might just get past this.
But all along, we've continued to see a series of Pelosi-esque statements from Democrats -- particularly in the Senate. They're not joining the 11 House Democrats who have called for Biden to drop out, but they are saying things that are decidedly not: "Yes, he should stay."
The statements instead emphasize that it's Biden's decision and that these Democrats will support the nominee, without making anything amounting to an affirmative case for him. (It's somewhat similar to how Republican skeptics of Donald Trump have talked at times.)
They raise concerns about his prospects or even say they expect him to lose:
And increasingly, Senate Democrats say he needs to prove he's up to the task -- clearly casting doubt on his ability to do that:
Of course, Biden has already had nearly two weeks since his stumbling debate performance to do just that. He has done interviews with ABC News and "Morning Joe" and gotten out on the campaign trail more. Those performances don't appear to have allayed many Democrats' concerns, but it's evident that his campaign still doesn't want to put him out there too much in a way that will actually provide a major testing ground. (A NATO news conference on Thursday is the next big event on that front.)
There's no question that these are politically difficult times for Democrats. It's no small thing to urge a president of your own party to step aside or even suggest that he might, especially after he won the requisite votes in the primaries. It's even less fun to have this conversation when the topic is as sensitive as whether a president whom you genuinely like has the requisite acuity and wherewithal.
And should Biden continue to resist the pressure, Democrats' merely having had the conversation could prove damaging to him, by reinforcing that even many in his own party doubt him. Democrats might also fear that they are only increasing his resolve by making it appear he is being pushed out, rather than deciding on his own.
For those reasons, it's easy to understand the appeal of a middle-ground, mealymouthed approach. And perhaps some or many of these Democrats are genuinely undecided about what should happen next.
But the fact remains that Biden has tried to shut this down, and his party is not letting him. That's surely a reflection of the major reservations that Democrats continue to have, even if the number of lawmakers calling for him to quit remains limited.
The problem for Democrats is that, as Pelosi noted, time is of the essence. If these comments are calculated to actually nudge him out of the race, they risk his not taking the hint.
And judging by Democrats' avoidance of publicly affirming Biden, there are lots of them who still aren't at all comfortable with his efforts to maneuver past this critical moment.
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Ukraine's first F-16s will see combat this summer, officials say
Denmark and the Netherlands have begun to transfer the F-16s they promised to Ukraine, while Belgium and Norway said they would supply others.
By Alex Horton | 2024-07-10

A Norwegian air force F-16 patrols over the Baltics in 2015. (Ints Kalnins/Reuters)


The first American-made F-16 fighter jets committed to Ukraine are being transferred and are expected to take to the skies this summer, U.S. and European officials announced Wednesday, saying the advanced warplanes soon will provide another tool for Kyiv's beleaguered defense in the face of relentless Russian attacks.
An unspecified number of aircraft are en route from the Netherlands and Denmark, the nations' leaders said in a joint statement with President Biden. The statement noted that the governments of Belgium and Norway have committed to donate others.
Ukraine is expected to field 60 F-16s eventually, officials have said, with a host of nations banding together to provide pilot training, weapons and logistical support.
Wednesday's announcement coincides with this week's NATO leaders summit in Washington, a gathering that has focused extensively on sustaining support for Ukraine and on questions about the alliance's future that have begun to take hold ahead of this year's U.S. presidential election.
A separate statement circulated by the White House on behalf of Washington and Berlin said that, in 2026, the Pentagon would begin rotating powerful missile systems through Germany. These "episodic deployments" are to include some hypersonic weapons that officials characterized as having "significantly longer range" than any hardware currently in Europe.
Taken together, the two announcements seemed designed in part to capture Russia's attention. Anatoly Antonov, Moscow's ambassador in Washington, decried Western support for Ukraine, saying the NATO summit "reaffirmed the aggressive nature of the alliance."
The Biden administration had resisted providing F-16s to Ukraine before relenting last year. Kyiv said it desperately needs the aircraft to combat Russia's use of glide bombs, one of the most pernicious weapons in Moscow's arsenal, which have devastated Ukrainian forces along the front line. The Soviet-era weapons are nearly impossible to intercept once launched, Ukrainian officials have said, suggesting the F-16 would enable its forces to shoot down the planes that carry the bombs or push them farther away from Ukrainian territory.
The commitment of F-16s to Ukraine is part of a broader effort to shore up the country's air defenses, Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store told The Washington Post in an interview. The need was underscored again this week by attacks that killed at least 37 people and that included a strike on a children's hospital in Kyiv.
"If you don't have air control, you're extremely vulnerable. And you have seen in recent weeks or months it is starting to change now the vulnerability of Ukraine of not having planes and not having sufficient air defense," Store said. "When you see the brutality of the recent round of attacks from Russia ... that is badly needed."
The announcement comes after a relatively small group of Ukrainian pilots completed training with U.S. advisers at Morris Air National Guard Base in Arizona in May and moved on to additional instruction in Europe.
Maj. Gen. Patrick Ryder, a Pentagon spokesman, said last week that more than a dozen Ukrainian pilots are training in Denmark and the United States, with instruction tailored depending on their individual skills with both aviation and the English language. Ukrainian officials have complained that the pace has given Russia ample time to target civilian infrastructure unopposed.
Dan Lamothe and Karen DeYoung contributed to this report.
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George Clooney and the growing celebrity revolt against Biden
George Clooney said in a New York Times opinion piece Wednesday that he wants President Biden to drop out of the race.
By Herb Scribner, Janay Kingsberry | 2024-07-10

George Clooney in 2021. (Mike Marsland/Getty Images)


George Clooney called Wednesday for President Biden to exit the 2024 presidential election race, urging Democrats to pick a new nominee.
The Academy Award-winning actor's defection adds to a wave of outcry from prominent Democrats calling for Biden, 81, to step aside after his halting, confused performance in a June 27 presidential debate against Donald Trump, 78, who has long claimed that Biden is mentally unfit to lead the country.
Clooney's criticism is especially notable, because he was one of Biden's biggest, best-known supporters in Hollywood -- a major base of support for the president that now appears to be teetering.
"I love Joe Biden. As a senator. As a vice president and as president," Clooney wrote in a New York Times op-ed. "I consider him a friend, and I believe in him."
"But the one battle he cannot win is the fight against time," he added. "... It's devastating to say it, but the Joe Biden I was with three weeks ago at the fund-raiser was not the Joe 'big F-ing deal' Biden of 2010. He wasn't even the Joe Biden of 2020. He was the same man we all witnessed at the debate."
Simon Halls, a representative for Clooney, declined to comment.
Clooney added that Democrats have become so focused on defeating Trump in the upcoming election that they have "opted to ignore every warning sign" about the president's age. He said Biden's debate performance, as well as his ABC interview with George Stephanopoulos, created concerns that next year Democrats would control neither the White House, the Senate nor the House of Representatives.
"This is about age. Nothing more," Clooney wrote. "But also nothing that can be reversed. We are not going to win in November with this president."
Though Clooney did not name a specific person to replace Biden, he pointed to Vice President Harris and a number of Democratic governors (such as Michigan's Gretchen Whitmer and California's Gavin Newsom) as potential candidates.
Clooney's criticisms Wednesday weren't quite out of the blue. In May, the actor called one of Biden's top aides to complain about Biden's denunciation of the International Criminal Court's action against Israeli leaders. Clooney's wife, Amal Clooney, worked on that case. The call caused some Biden officials to worry that Clooney would withdraw from a fundraiser that featured former president Barack Obama, late-night TV host Jimmy Kimmel and actress Julia Roberts. The event, at which Kimmel interviewed Biden and Obama, reportedly raised more than $30 million, according to the Associated Press.
Biden has firmly denounced calls from Washington "elites" to step aside since the presidential debate against Trump last month, but the outcry from celebrities who have significantly bolstered his fundraising efforts adds public and financial pressure -- and might be snowballing.
"I think it's a valid point," actor Michael Douglas, who hosted a fundraiser for Biden in April, said of Clooney's op-ed on "The View" on Wednesday. "I'm deeply, deeply concerned." He stopped short of calling for Biden to drop out of the race, however.
He added that Biden's "difficulty with the debate" could have been easily avoided. "First of all, they should have just told the president to stand up, put a little makeup on him, ... and then where to look," he said. "... And just don't deal with all your facts; just deal with [Trump's] lies."
Actor and filmmaker Rob Reiner also backed Clooney's op-ed in a post shared on X.
"My friend George Clooney has clearly expressed what many of us have been saying. We love and respect Joe Biden," Reiner wrote. "We acknowledge all he has done for our country. But Democracy is facing an existential threat. We need someone younger to fight back. Joe Biden must step aside."
Other Hollywood players who have lost faith in Biden include CBS "Late Show" host Stephen Colbert, Netflix co-founder Reed Hastings, filmmaker Michael Moore, actor John Cusack and author Stephen King.
"Joe Biden has been a fine president, but it's time for him--in the interests of the America he so clearly loves--to announce he will not run for re-election," King wrote on X.
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From a GOP platform to a MAGA one
Even when Trump was the nominee in 2016, the GOP platform adhered to traditional rhetoric and presentation. Now, like the party itself, the platform is fully Trumpian.
By Philip Bump | 2024-07-10

Supporters cheer as former president Donald Trump walks out to speak at Turning Point USA Action's "The People's Convention" in Detroit in June. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


There was a period of about nine months in 2016 when the Republican Party sloughed off its traditional, Grand Old Party skin and became the party of Donald Trump and his "Make America Great Again" movement.
There was no immediate, sharp break but, instead, a rapid evolution. Trump had led in Republican presidential primary polls but the party -- meaning the party's traditional, establishment leaders -- figured that he'd flame out as other populist Republican candidates had done over the previous six years. But he didn't. So the establishment waited for him to instead lose that November, allowing them to return to business as usual. But he didn't.
Trump went to the White House in January 2017 and brought with him elements of that traditional establishment. By the time he was running for reelection in 2020, though, those people were gone, supplanted within his administration as surely as they'd been supplanted within the party. The GOP was now just MAGA.
One place that shift is reflected most clearly is in the quadrennial document outlining the party's formal platform.
In 2012, that document reflected the party that nominated Mitt Romney, leading with a dedication solemnly but pointedly honoring the "wisdom of the Framers of the United States Constitution, who gave us a Republic, as Benjamin Franklin cautioned, if we can keep it." This was a jab at the incumbent Democrat, Barack Obama, whom the party and its media organs had often presented as a dangerous threat to democracy.
This week, the party approved its 2024 platform. This year, the document is dedicated to "the Forgotten Men and Women of America."
The 2016 platform, dropping into that liminal space between the GOP and MAGA eras, looked much more like the 2012 document than the 2024 one. It was dedicated to "all who stand strong in the face of danger [s]o that the American people may be protected against it": the military and first responders. It, like the 2012 document, detailed the party officials who'd steered its development and included an introduction of high-minded language about the role of the platform and the party in American politics.
By 2020, the shift to Trump was immediately obvious from the party platform. It wasn't a platform, really; it was just a resolution pointing those interested back to the 2016 platform. The platform, in essence, was that "the Republican Party has and will continue to enthusiastically support the President's America-first agenda," whatever that happened to be.
This year, the platform has a bit more flesh, but not much. It is also, very obviously, a product not of the party but of Trump himself. Quite literally, given that reporting suggests he guided its components and wording.
The result is a longer document than the one presented in 2020 -- but a far shorter one than those in 2012 or 2016. The platform of the Republican Party that first nominated Trump in 2016 was more than six times the length of the platform Trump drafted for this year.




The focus of the document has shifted as well. The 2012 and 2016 platforms mentioned abortion more than 50 times. The 2024 document mentions it once. Of course, the 2012 and 2016 documents were longer, but even relative to the size of each document, abortion -- an issue Trump is eager to move to the background during the general election -- has much less of a focus.
That's also true of other traditional Republican issues like "entitlement" -- as in, cutting spending on Social Security and Medicare -- and the federal debt or deficit. Instead, the 2024 document spends far more time discussing immigration (and immigrants) and far, far more time talking about the U.S.-Mexico border.




(The graphic above excludes the 2020 document since it was so terse.)
There's another obvious difference: The new platform mentions the candidate himself nearly 20 times. The 2012 platform mentioned Romney once.




Another giveaway that the 2024 platform document was created by and for Donald Trump: the idiosyncratic deployment of uppercase letters. Trump's random capitalization has long been a mark of his writing, from "American People" to "Deep State" to "Nation." Generally, about 2 percent of letters in a written document are capitalized -- that was the percentage of capitalized characters in the 2012 and 2016 platforms.
In the 2024 platform document, about 12 percent of characters are capitalized.




There's a reason that the 2024 document is as short as it is relative to 2012 and 2016, and it, too, shows Trump's hand -- it doesn't get into much detail. It often presents vague promises without explaining what they mean or how they will be accomplished, like the assertion that "Republicans support the restoration of Classic Liberal Arts Education." Okay?
This is Trumpian because it is vague, because -- in the classic manner of a salesman trying to close the deal -- it seeks to make the most palatable case it can. (Who can argue with a classical liberal arts education, in the abstract?) Party platforms are always centrally electoral documents but generally seek to persuade by offering details. This one, as with Trump's politicking in general, is unabashed in stripping those details out.
It is undeniably the Republican Party platform, in the sense that the Republican Party is undeniably Trump's.
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Democrats are justified in being freaked out about November
Sen. Michael Bennet (D-Colo.) warned that his party was at risk of being wiped out. The polls back that concern.
By Philip Bump | 2024-07-10

President Biden attends a church service in Philadelphia on Sunday. (Joe Lamberti for The Washington Post)


On CNN on Tuesday night, Sen. Michael Bennet (D-Colo.) said what a lot of Democrats seem to be thinking: His party is in deep trouble, less than 120 days before the election.
"This race is on a trajectory that is very worrisome, if you care about the future of this country," Bennet told CNN host Kaitlan Collins. "Joe Biden was nine points up at this time -- the last time he was running. Hillary Clinton was five points up. This is the first time in more than 20 years that a Republican president has been up in this part of the campaign."
"Donald Trump is on track, I think, to win this election," Bennet continued, "and maybe win it by a landslide, and take with him the Senate and the House."
The Biden campaign has -- publicly, at least -- been sanguine about his position. In an interview Monday, Biden pointed out that he had been behind in the polls before, referring to the 2020 Democratic presidential primary. In 2020, his campaign famously shrugged at the fretting of his supporters, insisting that it would all work out in the end. And it did, if only thanks to relatively narrow victories in a handful of swing states.
Bennet is correct, though, that things are much more dire now than they were then. The Biden campaign's presentation relies on the idea that voters will swing back toward him as Election Day nears and the prospect of Donald Trump's return to the White House becomes more real. But that swing would have to be very big, given where the polls sit now.
The polling averages from 538 indicate that the last time a Democrat was faring as poorly in national polling at this point in a race was 2000, when George W. Bush had a large lead over Al Gore. At every other equivalent point from 2004 to 2016, the Democrat was leading, by one to six percentage points. In 2020, Biden was up nearly 10 points on Trump. Now, he trails by two points.




At the state level, things don't get much better. The relative paucity of state polling means that the averages compiled by 538 are derived to some extent from national polls. But across swing states -- and even including Minnesota, which Biden won easily in 2020 -- the race is tied, or (more often) Biden trails.
Biden had an average lead of seven points in these states at this point in 2020. He now trails by about three points on average.




It's also worth noting that in nearly every state, the polling average shifted toward Trump as the race progressed. The final result in each state was even more favorable to the former president.
In the national poll and across these seven states, the polling margins are now an average of 10 points worse for Biden than they were at this point in 2020.




This is the sort of position that would normally prompt a campaign to engage in some dramatic change. That could be in the cards for Biden's campaign, certainly -- including the unusual possibility that Biden ultimately isn't his party's nominee. But there has been no obvious shift since last month's debate, a clear trigger for Trump's improved position in national polling and for questions about whether Biden will even be on the ballot in November.
"The White House, in the time since that disastrous debate, I think, has done nothing to really demonstrate that they have a plan to win this election," Bennet said Tuesday. "That they have a convincing plan to win in the battleground states, where we have to win, in order to win this election. And they need to do that."
The public position of the Biden campaign has been to act as though the polls are dubious or reflecting a blip -- that concerns about Trump will, ultimately, overtake concerns about Biden. Perhaps they will; in an unusual election, unusual things might happen.
But it is not hard to see why Bennet -- and many others in his party -- are concerned.
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Hill Democrats remain divided on Biden, with one senator fearing Trump 'landslide'
Some are enthusiastically backing the president. Others are resigned to him leading the ticket. And still more are watching and waiting.
By Mariana Alfaro, Marianna Sotomayor, Jacqueline Alemany | 2024-07-10

Sen. Michael Bennet (D-Colo.) says President Biden has a moral obligation to step aside given the epic stakes of this year's presidential race. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


President Biden's advocates on Capitol Hill seemed to be growing a bit louder Tuesday. But many elected Democrats remained uneasy about the party's prospects of beating Donald Trump and making gains in Congress in November if Biden remains at the top of the ticket.
In an indication of the stakes for Democrats, Sen. Michael Bennet (Colo.) went on CNN on Tuesday night and warned that Trump could win in a "landslide" in November if nothing changes.
"Donald Trump is on track I think to win this election and maybe win it by a landslide and take with him the Senate and the House," Bennet said, echoing concerns he raised in a Tuesday lunch with his colleagues. "For me, this isn't a question about polling; it's not a question about politics. It's a moral question about the future of our country."

Sen. Michael Bennet (D-Colo.) said July 9 on CNN that as things stand, former president Donald Trump could win in a "landslide" in November.


Bennet has yet to explicitly call for Biden to step aside in the wake of his faltering debate performance less than two weeks ago.
"We're all here this week to have this discussion, to have this debate," Bennet said. "The White House, in the time since that disastrous debate, I think has done nothing to demonstrate that they have a plan to win this election. ... They need to do that."
Bennet said it's not just party elites, as Biden has argued, but voters who have "deep concerns" about Biden's age and ability to serve another four years in the White House. "These are my voters who have said to me, 'I've been through this with my mom. I've been through this with my dad. I'm terrified about what it will mean if Donald Trump is elected president again in this country.'"
No other Senate Democrat explicitly called for the president to step aside during a gathering of Democratic senators midday Tuesday, Bennet said. But some, including Sen. Jon Tester (Mont.), who is in a tough reelection race, said they seriously doubted that Biden could win the presidential contest, according to two people briefed on that meeting.
Responding to Bennet's remarks, Biden campaign spokesman Kevin Munoz said: "No one is more committed to defeating Donald Trump and defending our democracy than Joe Biden, and few know better than Joe Biden the importance of showing up and campaigning to earn the support of voters. This was always going to be a close race."
The fissures among Democrats were indicative of the wide split created by Biden's defiant decision to stay in the presidential contest following a debate performance in which he sometimes didn't finish his thoughts and at times seemed confused. Ten of the 213 House Democrats have called on Biden to step aside.
Instead, there was a rising tide of resignation from some Capitol Hill Democrats, enthusiasm from others -- and despair and anger from still more -- that the president would remain atop the ticket and be their nominee in November. Hill Democrats were also holding their breath ahead of a rare Thursday news conference, the first time since the debate that the president has planned to entertain freewheeling questions from the press.
In a sign that House Democrats remain privately divided about Biden's fate, Rep. Nancy Pelosi (Calif.) urged the president to make a decision on whether to stay in the race on MSNBC's "Morning Joe" on Wednesday.
Pressed on whether she wanted Biden, who has repeatedly said he will stay in the race, to continue as the Democratic standard-bearer, Pelosi said: "I want him to do whatever he decides to do. And that's -- that's the way it is. Whatever he decides, we go with."
Before Tuesday's meeting of Senate Democrats, Sen. Chris Coons (D-Del.), co-chair of Biden's campaign, said the president has heard the message from lawmakers that he needed to get out and do more events and interviews.
"We need to remember that President Biden for 30 years has been someone who has a stutter, who occasionally misspeaks ... and not judge him by too high a standard," Coons said.
In many ways, things stayed somewhat steady in terms of Biden's fate on Capitol Hill, where Rep. Mikie Sherrill -- who represents a competitive New Jersey district -- became the 10th House member to publicly or privately call on Biden to abandon his reelection campaign.
"I know that President Biden and his team have been true public servants and have put the country and the best interests of democracy first and foremost in their considerations," Sherrill said in a lengthy statement. "And because I know President Biden cares deeply about the future of our country, I am asking that he declare that he won't run for reelection and will help lead us through a process toward a new nominee."
Sherrill said in a brief interview that she believes Vice President Harris would be a "fantastic nominee."
Harris, meanwhile, kicked off a campaign sprint aimed at energizing key Democratic constituencies, just as she has become the subject of intense speculation about whether she would be the nominee if Biden chose to exit the contest. Harris has fiercely defended Biden since the debate and insists he will be the nominee.
And the Democratic drama is playing out just days before Republicans intend to formally nominate Trump at their convention in Milwaukee and he is expected to announce his vice-presidential nominee.
In the Senate on Tuesday, few Democrats left the caucus-wide luncheon offering full-throated endorsements of Biden's campaign.
Sen. Richard Blumenthal (D-Conn.) acknowledged that some Democrats do not currently want Biden to remain atop the ticket in November. But he suggested that the president could win back their support.
"The Democratic candidate is Joe Biden, and he has my support," Blumenthal said. "I think he needs to continue effectively and aggressively making his case to the American people, and earning their support as well as a number of my colleagues."
Some senators have said Biden has to do more to prove that he can beat Trump in November.
Sen. Dick Durbin (Ill.), the No. 2 leader of the Democratic caucus, exited the meeting still unsure of Biden's standing, wanting the entire presidential campaign team to show it can defeat Trump.
"It still remains to be seen. He's putting together a campaign that's going to demonstrate whether he's ready to beat Donald Trump," Durbin told reporters.
House Democratic leader Hakeem Jeffries (N.Y.) and Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (N.Y.) have offered support for Biden so far, as the president has ramped up pressure on lawmakers to stick with him, vowing defiantly to stay in the race. Despite the public show of unity, however, dissension and concern still surround Biden's decision to continue running and what it might mean for Democrats' chances of making gains in Congress in November's elections.
After the Tuesday morning meeting, House Democratic Caucus Chair Pete Aguilar (Calif.) echoed an adage from Pelosi when he said, "Unanimity is not the same as unity."
"Let's see the press conference. Let's see the campaign stops. Let's see all of this because all of it is going to be necessary," Aguilar said about the public and private rift among the rank and file.
According to numerous House Democratic lawmakers and aides who spoke to The Washington Post, there was a feeling entering this week that concerns over Biden's ability to beat Trump could amount to dozens of lawmakers soon calling on him to step aside.
But that movement appears to have been blunted after the Congressional Black Caucus -- often described as the "conscience of Congress" -- embraced Biden, and House members are now cautious about whether to call on Biden to leave the race, according to three people familiar with the dynamics.
As they trickled out of the Democratic National Committee's headquarters Tuesday morning, some House Democrats expressed brief support for Biden and at times gave stilted comments to reporters. The meeting was described as a "family discussion" where members spoke openly and passionately about the somber moment in which they find themselves. There was no agreement on a course of action -- though many accepted that it would be Biden's choice alone to step aside. Some also worried that if Democrats don't stop griping and quickly close ranks behind their nominee, they will be penalized by voters in November.
Multiple House Democratic lawmakers and aides, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to freely discuss the meeting, said there remains a pervasive feeling among House Democrats and campaign strategists that the president's "age issue will continue to be a huge distraction."
"They're also worried about his decline," a member said, referring to questions about Biden's cognitive health after the debate. "There were people on both sides of the issue who spoke."
Rep. Jerry Nadler (N.Y.) -- who just two days ago privately called for Biden to leave the ticket -- said that, while he still has concerns about the president's candidacy, those are now "beside the point."
"He's going to be our nominee, and we all have to support him," Nadler said.
A majority of House Democrats, however, dodged the media or said they would not discuss the meeting. They had been warned about leaking after lawmakers were struck by public reporting based on a private virtual meeting Sunday in which some members said they wanted Biden to step aside.

Multiple House Democrats told reporters on July 9 that they were standing with President Biden following his debate with former president Donald Trump.


A person familiar with the House Democratic conversation, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to freely discuss internal dynamics, said the mood also shifted Monday when more-liberal members of the party, including Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (N.Y.), began saying that Biden is the clear Democratic nominee and they will work to reelect him.
"You can't be less supportive than 'the Squad' is going to be," the person said, referring to the group of progressive House Democrats who have at times clashed with the president on politics and policy.
Rep. Ro Khanna (Calif.), a Biden campaign surrogate, said in an interview with Washington Post Live on Tuesday that most people agree that Biden is "an underdog at this point" -- but an underdog who still has a path to win the presidency.
And Rep. Diana DeGette (Colo.), head of the House Pro-Choice Caucus, released a statement saying that Biden is "still up to doing the job for a second term."
"Looking ahead, it is a waste of time and potentially dangerous for Democrats to spend the next few months wringing our hands trying to find an alternative path forward. President Biden has been a very successful president: defending our reproductive rights, protecting our environment, and upholding the values of our democracy. Meanwhile, Trump is a crazy felonious authoritarian," she said.
One House Democrat from a swing district, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss a private conversation, said that "everyone's dealing with the issue of having to outperform the top of the ticket."
"So the question is, do we take back the House?" the member said. When asked if there is consensus on Biden, the lawmaker said, "Everyone understands he's got to make that decision."
Later in the evening, Biden welcomed NATO leaders to Washington for its 75th annual gathering and touted the renewed strength of the alliance -- pointing to the addition of two countries, Finland and Sweden -- and the dramatic increase in countries spending at least 2 percent of their GDP on defense.
"This remarkable progress is proof that our commitment is broad and deep, that we're ready, that we're willing, we're able to deter aggression and defend every inch of NATO territory across every domain," Biden said. "It's good that we're stronger than ever because this moment in history calls for our collective strength."
The president spoke passionately about the importance of the alliance. He did not mention Trump by name -- who has threatened to shred the alliance and said he would allow Russia to do "whatever the hell they want" to any NATO country that doesn't spend enough -- but stressed that a bipartisan majority of Americans support the alliance and spoke of the danger of a world without it.
"The American people understand what would happen if there was no NATO, another war in Europe, American troops fighting and dying, dictators spreading chaos," Biden said. "They know we're strong with our friends, and we understand this is a sacred obligation."
Theodoric Meyer, Liz Goodwin, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Paul Kane, Yasmeen Abutaleb and Abbie Cheeseman contributed to this report.
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At what point should Democrats give up on Biden dropping out?
The president is not budging, and the drama over his candidacy could hurt Democrats in November.
By Stephen Stromberg | 2024-07-11

President Biden delivers remarks on the 75th anniversary of NATO in Washington on Tuesday (Evan Vucci/AP) 


We've changed things up here at Prompt 2024. Instead of a single author, you'll be seeing multiple Post Opinions columnists leading the newsletter's conversation and providing insights on the big political questions. Not subscribed? Sign up to get Prompt 2024 in your inbox.
On Tuesday, it seemed Democratic leaders might grudgingly accept that President Biden will stay in the 2024 presidential race. By Wednesday morning, however, comments from former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) on Biden's favorite TV show -- MSNBC's "Morning Joe" -- had revived talk that party leaders might still try to push him out.
Ride-or-die Biden supporters say all this drama shifts focus from Donald Trump, hurting the president's chances in November. Plus, tapping a new nominee would be risky, and there is little time for Democrats to change their ticket.
So I asked my Post Opinions colleagues Dana Milbank and Gene Robinson: Should Democrats give up on Biden dropping out? If so, when?
Stephen Stromberg: "Disgruntled Democrats in disarray" is a perpetual story in Washington. But all those not named Joe Biden face an unusually tough problem: Their 81-year-old president won't give up the keys willingly. Should they keep trying to get him to let go?
Dana Milbank: They never should have started! The badgering has had the opposite effect on Biden.
Gene Robinson: It does seem to have made him dig in his heels. Not that he was ever inclined to bow out gracefully, in my opinion.
Dana: I think if he were given the chance to reflect on what is best for the country, as Pelosi was suggesting on Wednesday, he might well hand over the reins.
Gene: But what else can he possibly be reflecting on? I mean, he says he's thinking of the soul of the nation.
Dana: True. But without the badgering, he could hand over the keys with dignity and justifiably point out that he has been the most accomplished president in decades. But he can't be seen bowing to George Clooney's demands.
Steve: Biden critics say he is acting like Trump -- gaslighting the country, holding his party hostage against all its leaders' better instincts. Fair?
Dana: Nah. It's not Trumpian or hostage-taking. It's about pride and dignity. I think he needs space and respect, not haranguing. He has invariably done the right thing in the past.
Gene: I do think his ego is playing a factor. And he might not be fully self-aware, in terms of how he looks and sounds to worried Democrats. Let's keep in mind, though, that there is a genuine difference of opinion on what Biden should do. I've heard from a lot of readers who think it is madness for Democrats to think of changing horses at this late date and who think it's ride or die with Biden. So he's not all alone in that view.
Dana: Gene is right. It's not at all obvious that Dems would be better off if he stepped down. There are all kinds of considerations: ballot access, the campaign war chest, a messy convention, unvetted replacements, etc.
Gene: I think polling could be dispositive. If his numbers really head south, it will be hard for him to remain so adamant -- and harder for other Democrats, especially those on the ballot this fall, to stay quiet.
Dana: So far, we've seen a move of two to three points. Basically, he's lost what he gained since Trump's conviction. If that continues or accelerates, that's one thing. (The new Cook Political Report is ominous.) But if Biden's numbers remain stable, it's much harder to make the case that it's worth turning everything upside down.
Steve: The counterargument I've heard is that Dems are facing the certainty of a Biden loss right now, so the uncertainty of switching horses is preferable. Overstated?
Dana: Yes, I don't think at this point that a Biden loss is inevitable. It may become so, but it's not there yet. What's needed now is some calm assessment, not panic. But, of course, that's not going to happen.
Gene: If you believe the bad polls as well as the good ones, that's a good argument, Steve. But imagine that Biden's polling nose-dives and Democrats take the plunge into the unknown. Who? How? And with what legitimacy in the eyes of the base?
Steve: Dems -- including would-be future presidential candidates -- seem to be coalescing around a Kamala Harris Plan B campaign.
Gene: And that could work, I think. The novelty of making a switch at such a late date, and the existential dread of a Trump victor, could unite and motivate the party. But none of that is guaranteed.
Dana: Harris is arguably the only alternative, not because the fix is in but because that's whom the delegates would most likely select.
Steve: Politics aside, is it responsible for government officials who harbor doubts about Biden's acuity to fall in line and pretend they do not have them?
Gene: That wouldn't be responsible, Steve. But I can see how officials who work with Biden would reassure themselves by thinking of the moments when he is the old Joe Biden.
Dana: I think it's perfectly responsible for Biden aides and supporters to have doubts about Biden being able to carry on for four years on his current trajectory but support him anyway because there is no doubt that Harris is up to the job. But that doesn't mean it's the right decision.
Steve: All right, gut-check moment: Will Biden be on the November ballot? Let's do this on a scale of 0 to 10 -- as Nixon speechwriter John McLaughlin might have said, zero being no chance, 10 being complete metaphysical certainty.
Gene: Six yes, four no.
Dana: Heck, Steve. We could have a new pope and a new British king by November. I wouldn't wager with any certainty that either Biden or Trump will be on the ballot.
Gene: True. Only columnists go on forever.
Dana: As they should.
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Will Biden's candidacy survive? I answered your questions.
Karen's live chat with readers started at 12 p.m. ET on Thursday. Read the transcript.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-07-11
I'm traveling the country covering my 10th presidential campaign, and this one promises to be unlike any we have ever seen. The stakes couldn't be higher: the White House. Control of Congress and state houses across the country are all on the edge.
I'll be live online every other Thursday to chat with readers about the big and small moments, winners and losers, that make up this election. Read the transcript below.
Read my columns and past live chats, sign up to receive my latest columns in your inbox or get my texts from the campaign trail.
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How the media sleepwalked into Biden's debate disaster
There's only one path that can prevent another failure.
By Megan McArdle | 2024-07-11

President Biden speaks to reporters at the White House on Feb 8. (Tom Brenner for The Washington Post) 


In my 20 years of writing right-leaning columns at mainstream publications, I've made two arguments over and over. First, I've tried to convince my fellow journalists that liberal media bias is real. And second, I've tried to convince conservatives that, though it's real, it's not the conspiracy they imagine.
This is a hard moment to make that latter point. Frankly, if we had been colluding to cover up the decline of a Democratic president, who then undid all our efforts by going on national television and breaking the story himself ... well, how much different would our coverage have looked? And if he hadn't self-immolated at the debate, wouldn't our readers still be in the dark?
That said, it really wasn't a conspiracy. For one thing, mainstream outlets did report on the president's age, even if too gently. Why were we so gentle? Well, there's a broad journalistic norm against picking on physical characteristics (which is why even certified Donald Trump-hating columnists have made remarkably few cracks about his comb-over).
Obviously, it was a mistake to treat age, which affects job performance, like hairstyling, which doesn't. But that error was bipartisan -- over the years, I've heard a lot of people talking about Trump's senior moments without ever putting those thoughts on the page.
If Trump had slipped as visibly and publicly as President Biden, it's possible we would have covered that more aggressively. But there was a paradox -- the reporters watching him most closely were seeing tiny, incremental changes, without necessarily being struck, as were people who infrequently tuned in, with the cumulative magnitude of the decline. Also, Biden's White House was simply more skilled at deflecting journalists who did notice: masters of killing stories with kindness and punishing reporters who wrote things they didn't like.
I'm told that journalists who starting asking about Biden's age would suddenly be given access to normally unavailable senior staffers for denials, then deluged by allies insisting he was at the top of his game in private. It was genuinely hard to know how to balance those testimonials against reports of possibly isolated lapses.
"But the videos!" my conservative readers are sputtering, and fair enough -- yet video clips can mislead unless you know the context. (Remember the Covington Catholic fiasco?) The White House made it hard to get that context; staff rarely leaked, and anyway, few people outside Biden's inner circle saw him enough to form a complete picture of his condition. The inner circle, meanwhile, is dominated by people who have been with the president for years.
A few phenomenally dogged reporters persisted anyway. But they weren't rewarded for it because there seemed to be no audience for coverage of Biden. Articles languished unread, and Biden books weren't selling.
Not good enough, I can hear my conservative readers saying. Okay, the White House made it difficult to get the story -- but if Trump were president, reporters would have been more skeptical of White House spin, more motivated to crack the wall of silence to meet audience demand. And all I can say to that is: Yeah, you're right.
The media's treatment of Biden wasn't a conspiracy to protect a Democratic president, but it looks like one because that was its practical effect. None of our decisions were entirely driven by partisanship. But if we're honest, many of them were unduly influenced by it.
Because there are 10 times as many Democrats as Republicans in mainstream newsrooms, journalists tended, with a few noble exceptions, to give a Democratic administration trust it didn't deserve. The president's invisibility was a giant red flag; they treated it as a restful break from having to monitor Trump's ravings 24/7. As Biden's decline grew more visible, people kept respectfully airing the administration's insultingly implausible claims: that there was a secretly brilliant president flitting around the back corridors of the White House like Batman, while the videos of that same president acting befuddled on world stages were "cheap fakes."
And when journalists did cover the issue, many outlets that had been pitilessly clear about Trump's defects apparently couldn't bring themselves to be quite so blunt about a president they liked -- in part because that would make their friends mad, as well as the White House. A lot of articles about Biden's age ended up so couched in ethereally vague language about "questions" and "concerns," so defensively swaddled in equivocal context that the necessary SOS didn't get through.
As a result, viewers of Fox News understood the president's condition better than our audiences, which ought to be a huge wake-up call for us. We don't have the exact problem conservatives imagine, but we do have a problem. And the only way to fix it is to add more viewpoint diversity to our newsrooms.
We should do this not for the benefit of conservative journalists, or politicians, but for the benefit of our readers. When our newsrooms lopsidedly support one party, our readers miss much of the story -- in this case, nearly all of it. We need conservatives inside the building, helping us overcome our natural biases, instead of outside, complaining about them. We owe our readers, and our country, nothing less.
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Hong Kong is more Chinese, but don't call it 'another Chinese city'
As expats leave, officials say they're unconcerned -- but their reaction to criticism says otherwise.
By Keith B. Richburg | 2024-07-11

The Tsim Sha Tsui district of Hong Kong on Thursday. (Isaac Lawrence/AFP/Getty Images)


Hong Kong recently marked 27 years since the former British colony was handed over to China. In this time, the city has become less autonomous, more uncertain about its economic future and gripped more tightly by the Chinese Communist Party than most people, including me, ever imagined it would be.
It has also become less international.
"Asia's World City," as Hong Kong calls itself, has seen a mass departure of expatriates, mostly from Western countries. Foreign teachers at international schools and university professors have left. Foreign law firms have closed their Hong Kong offices. Some foreign correspondents in the city packed up for other pastures, many to rival city Singapore.
Much of this exodus was spurred by the covid pandemic; Hong Kong's draconian quarantine rules curtailed overseas flights, canceled school and strictly enforced mask-wearing. Then came Beijing's national security law, which stifled free speech, leading to the closure of media outlets and forcing scores of civil society groups to shut down. Earlier this year, Hong Kong authorities, newly obsessed with the tinfoil-hat theory of the city being infiltrated and influenced by "foreign forces," doubled down on repression by passing their own local security law.
Officials profess to be unfazed by the expat departures. In their view, the troublesome foreigners can be easily replaced by patriotic mainland Chinese, who can do the same jobs better. Various new government schemes to attract "global talent" brought in more than 100,000 new arrivals last year -- 90 percent of them from mainland China. Mandarin is slowly replacing English as the city's second language, after Cantonese.
But among the thousands of expats pulling up stakes, one seems to have left local officials particularly peeved: Jonathan Sumption, a British judge who stepped down from Hong Kong's highest court in June.
It wasn't Sumption's leaving that upset local officials so much as his remarks after he landed back in Britain. In an op-ed in the Financial Times and an interview with the BBC, he said Hong Kong is "slowly becoming a totalitarian state," and the security laws were being used to "crush peaceful political dissent." The city has become gripped by a "paranoid atmosphere" since pro-democracy protests broke out in 2019, he said, and the rule of law has been "profoundly compromised."
Hong Kong is one of the rare common law jurisdictions that allows foreign judges on its court. At the time of the handover, a new Court of Final Appeal was established to replace the Privy Council in London as the city's top court. Allowing seasoned foreign judges to sit on a nonpermanent basis was seen as a sign of international confidence in the city's legal system.
But the continued presence of the foreign judges has led to criticism from human rights groups and Hong Kong political exiles, who say they are giving credibility to a repressive system. Foreign judges are not allowed to preside over national security cases.
Several foreign judges have resigned or announced their intention to step down. Another British judge, Lawrence Collins, resigned along with Sumption, and a third, Canadian Beverley McLachlin, who is 80, said she will retire when her term ends in late July, leaving seven foreign judges on the court. But only Sumption has offered such unbridled criticism. To many, he was only saying out loud what everyone in Hong Kong already knows.
Sumption's critiques came just after guilty verdicts were handed down for 14 of the 47 pro-democracy politicians and activists who were arrested in 2021 for taking part in an unofficial primary election -- a dire threat to China's security, according to Beijing and Hong Kong officials. (Most of the others had already pleaded guilty, hoping to get a reduced sentence.) Sumption called that case "a major indication of the lengths to which some judges are prepared to go to ensure that Beijing's campaign against those who have supported democracy succeeds."
One sign that his broadside hit home was the government's 2,800-word response. "There is absolutely no truth that the [Hong Kong] courts are under any political pressure," the statement read. "Anyone who suggested otherwise ... would be utterly wrong, totally baseless, and must be righteously refuted."
Some people close to the government have begun to question whether foreign judges are needed anymore. Ronny Tong, a pro-China lawyer and government adviser, penned an op-ed asking, "do we still need British judges to shore up our reputation?"
Sumption's response may have stung also because it echoes criticism recently leveled by prominent American economist Stephen Roach, a former head of Morgan Stanley Asia and longtime Hong Kong booster. "It pains me to admit it, but Hong Kong is now over," Roach wrote in a February op-ed for the Financial Times. In a June speech to the Foreign Correspondents' Club in Hong Kong, he elaborated: "The Hong Kong economy has effectively been swallowed up by the mainland economy -- hook, line and sinker."
Roach also provoked a government retort, which said (without mentioning his name) that the criticism ignored Hong Kong's great prospects as part of the vast region in southern China called the "Greater Bay Area." Roach, once safely back in Connecticut, said the government's response to his constructive criticism showed "a worrisome sense of denial."
Hong Kong officials' words belie their internal contradictions. They dismiss the expat exodus as wholly insignificant. But when outsiders say Hong Kong is becoming just another mainland city, they fire back indignantly -- still keenly sensitive to any foreign criticism and eager to defend the city's status as distinct from China.
They are finding out how difficult it is to tell both stories at once.
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Scenes from Wimbledon
The sounds, sights and tastes of the world-famous tennis tournament. 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-07-11

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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Biden must address these concerns at Thursday's news conference
Can he win in November? Can he serve another full term? Is he being selfish and/or delusional?
By Editorial Board | 2024-07-11

President Biden with NATO leaders in D.C. on Wednesday. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


"It's up to the president to decide if he is going to run," former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) said Wednesday morning, pointedly eliding the fact that President Biden has already said that he's not going to end his bid for reelection over concerns about age-related physical and mental challenges. Even more carefully chosen than Ms. Pelosi's phrasing was the venue: "Morning Joe," the MSNBC show Mr. Biden likes to watch. And then she urged both the president and other Democrats to table the issue until after this week's NATO anniversary summit in Washington, which is a moment for the president to bask in the world's attention and to quell doubts about his condition. At a post-summit news conference scheduled for Thursday evening, the media will be waiting with tough questions on multiple topics. These are the most crucial:
You've repeatedly said the debate was one bad night, but insiders say you've become increasingly forgetful and struggle to finish trains of thought. People tell stories about your repeating an anecdote in the same meeting. Do you feel like you're having more bad days than you used to?
At a fundraiser he hosted for you three weeks ago, actor George Clooney said you weren't the same Joe Biden as you were in 2010 or even 2020. "We're all so terrified by the prospect of a second Trump term that we've opted to ignore every warning sign," Mr. Clooney wrote in the New York Times. Is he wrong? When polls show 8 in 10 voters say you're too old to run for reelection, do you recognize why so many feel this way?
You told George Stephanopoulos of ABC that you would be able to accept losing to former president Donald Trump in November, "as long as I gave it my all." Given the stakes in this election -- which Democrats have portrayed as existential for U.S. democracy -- many found that response puzzling. Sen. Peter Welch (Vt.) on Wednesday became the first Democratic senator to call for Mr. Biden to withdraw, "for the good of the country."
Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.) added: "This is not just about whether he gave it the best college try." As they say on the Senate floor, would you like to revise and extend those remarks?
You have claimed you don't buy polls that show you trailing significantly, or that only 37 percent of Americans approve of the job you're doing. "That's not what our polls show," you said on ABC. What do your surveys show that public surveys do not?
Sen. Michael Bennet (D-Colo.) says Mr. Trump is on track to win, possibly "by a landslide, and take with him the Senate and the House." Do you disagree? Every president is susceptible to the Washington bubble effect, which makes it easy to lose touch with regular people, and you have been more protected by staff in recent months compared with most of your predecessors. Do you think senior staffers have isolated you too much? Are you hearing enough independent voices and perspectives? Why do you so often rely on teleprompters, even for small events?
You say the job tests you every day, but many Americans feel that you're not passing those daily checks. Why won't you take a cognitive test and announce the results? How about an independent, comprehensive medical assessment? Why won't you release your medical records instead of just a summary letter from your doctor? Can you assure the American people you've told us everything we need to know about your health? For what reason did a neurological expert on movement disorders repeatedly visit the White House over the past year?
You and your campaign have answered questions about your ability to run for a second term by pointing to all that you have undeniably accomplished in your presidency so far. The issue, though, is the future. What makes you confident you will be able to fully perform the duties of the presidency until January 2029 -- when you'll be 86? Do you have a plan for coping with the inevitable challenges of further aging in a second term?
"Time is running short," Ms. Pelosi said, signaling both that Mr. Biden has not snuffed out the Democratic internal debate over his political future -- and that it could, in fact, be coming to a head. The president has a chance to win the argument Thursday, but he'll have to stand in front of the public and answer, clearly and convincingly, legitimate questions he and his White House have been dodging for months.
The Post will stream video of Mr. Biden's news conference. Live coverage begins at 5 p.m. Eastern. The president is scheduled to appear at 5:30. Watch here.
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About time: Senators demand special counsel to investigate Clarence Thomas
For once, Attorney General Merrick Garland should act quickly.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-07-11

Justice Clarence Thomas on Oct. 7, 2022. (J. Scott Applewhite/AP) 


Fed up with the justice's stonewalling, egregious violation of judicial ethics, inaccurate legal filings and gross money grubbing from right-wing billionaires with business before the Supreme Court, Sens. Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) and Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) sent a letter to Attorney General Merrick Garland this week demanding a special counsel be appointed "to investigate possible violations of federal ethics and tax laws by Associate Justice of the Supreme Court Clarence Thomas." Well, it's about time someone took Thomas's inexcusable conduct seriously. (Democratic Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez's introduction of articles of impeachment in a Republican-controlled House, meanwhile, which followed on Wednesday, is a showy gesture but a nonstarter.)
The letter details "repeated and willful omissions of gifts and income from Justice Thomas's financial disclosure reports required by the Ethics in Government Act." And as the senators point out, investigations have been raised against other government officials for far less serious allegations.
This is not a complaint about failure to recuse, as reprehensible as it might be for Thomas to sit on cases concerning the insurrection in which his wife played a limited role, or about bribery; thanks to this court, such prosecutions are practically impossible. Instead, the letter concerns bread-and-butter allegations of false statements signed under oath and tax violations.
The list of issues is gobsmacking. For example: forgiveness of the principal on a $267,000 loan that was never reported as income. ("Documents obtained by the Senate Finance Committee indicate that no principal was ever repaid on the loan and that Justice Thomas only made interest payments on the loan prior to all payments ceasing on the loan. Forgiven or discharged debt is taxable income, and the Ethics in Government Act requires justices to disclose any 'income from discharge of indebtedness.'") This was never included on Thomas's financial disclosure reports. Thomas has refused to say whether he accounted for the loan forgiveness on his income taxes.
Then there are the gifts -- lots of gifts. The senators cite "undisclosed gifts from other wealthy donors ... including private jet travel from Paul Anthony Novelly; private jet travel and country club membership from the late Wayne Huizenga; and private jet travel, luxury sports tickets, and lodging at a ranch from David Sokol." The senator include an appendix detailing these lavish gratuities. The senators write, "Justice Thomas has claimed that some omissions were 'inadvertent,' and he has amended some past reports accordingly. However, Justice Thomas has not disclosed all of the gifts that have been uncovered, and there may well be more." Therefore, they charge: "His long history of omissions indicates a pattern of willfulness meriting investigation under the Ethics in Government Act."
Then there are the gifts specifically from Leonard Leo -- the right-wing legal impresario and former vice president of the Federalist Society who has helped pick Supreme Court justices and contrived to bring cases before the court to advance his dark money groups agenda, according to Whitehouse. The senators explain:
In sum, the senators raise allegations of willfully false statements on government disclosure forms and income tax and gift tax violations. At this stage, these are allegations only. But surely there is a basis for further inquiry, the senators argue. After detailing other investigations into less egregious conduct, the senators argue that only a special counsel can properly investigate. ("Since no litigant appears before the Supreme Court more frequently than the United States government, represented by the Department of Justice, the Department may understandably hesitate to offend a member of that Court.")
The senators are not the only ones to have advanced these arguments. In April 2023, the anti-corruption group Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (CREW) sent a letter to Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. and Garland after Pro Publica broke news of lavish gifts Thomas received from another billionaire, Harlan Crow.
In that letter, CREW and several ethics experts wrote: "If true, Justice Thomas' acceptance and failure to report these gifts and sales transactions on his annual mandatory financial disclosure statements not only undermines trust in his ability to impartially and fairly administer his duties as a member of the Court, but also threatens to corrode public confidence in the Supreme Court as an institution." CREW's president, Noah Bookbinder, tells me CREW never received a response.
One of the ethics experts who signed that letter, Richard Painter, tells me, "The attorney general may or may not decide to appoint a special counsel. I believe it is justified in this case." If Garland does not appoint a special counsel or undertake any investigation, the Supreme Court justices, like the president in the new scheme of government concocted by this court, will conclude they operate in a world of criminal immunity, secure in the knowledge a partisan Senate will never remove them from the bench.
"Justice Thomas's serious and frequent misconduct, including consistent failure to report lavish gifts from a wealthy benefactor with strong interests in the Supreme Court's work and repeated failure to recuse from cases in which he had a clear conflict of interest, requires thorough investigation and genuine accountability," Bookbinder tells me.
The Thomas scandal is what comes from refusing to adopt a mandatory ethics code for the Supreme Court and investing its justices with lifetime security. That leaves the rule of law dependent on the justices' own good graces to remain ethical. That has obviously proven insufficient.
And so Whitehouse and Wyden, with no alternative, ask for the Justice Department to do its job. "The request is foundational to the rule of law," constitutional scholar Dennis Aftergut tells me. "While many won't expect Garland to pick it up before the election, if democracy survives November, the senators have written the bottom line for what must happen if we are to get corruption out of the court."
Unfortunately, if felon and former president Donald Trump is elected, one can be sure no investigation will be undertaken. It therefore behooves Garland to move quickly, lest -- again -- justice delayed becomes justice denied.
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Trump needs swing voters. Here's how he can win them at the RNC.
Facing wary swing voters in 2004, George W. Bush delivered a convention speech that acknowledged his flaws and disarmed critics.
By Marc Thiessen | 2024-07-11

Former president Donald Trump at the first presidential debate of the 2024 elections in Atlanta on June 27. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


Republicans can practically taste victory in November, and they have good reason to be confident. But they should be careful. Yes, President Biden's debate performance was a disaster. But Sen. John Fetterman (D-Pa.) had an even worse debate performance in 2022 and still won that November.
The next president will still be chosen by a sliver of swing voters in a handful of swing states. Some are "double haters," who make up about a quarter of the electorate, and must decide between two candidates they dislike. Others don't hate what Trump stands for -- they liked his policies as president and disapprove of Biden -- but they are not sure about him, and are struggling with pulling the lever for the former president.
Trump should be focused like a laser on winning these voters over. His every word, action and decision between now and Election Day has to assuage their concerns and give them permission to vote in their self-interest. His speech at the Republican National Convention is his biggest opportunity to do so -- by stealing a page from the playbook of the last two-term Republican president, George W. Bush.
Going into the 2004 GOP convention, Bush was also facing reluctance from swing voters. So, he used his convention address to directly address their concerns -- acknowledging their worries about his demeanor and disarming them with self-effacing humor.
"In the last four years, you and I have come to know each other," Bush declared. "Even when we don't agree, at least you know what I believe and where I stand."
"You may have noticed I have a few flaws," he continued. "People sometimes have to correct my English. I knew I had a problem when Arnold Schwarzenegger started doing it. Some folks look at me and see a certain swagger -- which in Texas is called 'walking.' Now and then I come across as a little too blunt -- and for that we can all thank the white-haired lady sitting right up there," he said, pointing to his mother, former first lady Barbara Bush.
"One thing I have learned about the presidency is that whatever shortcomings you have, people are going to notice them," he declared, "and whatever strengths you have, you're going to need them."
By addressing his perceived shortcomings with humor, he allowed voters to say to themselves: Okay, he gets it. He understands what we don't like about him. And, in demonstrating that self-awareness, he gave them permission to look past his flaws and vote for him.
Trump needs to do something similar in his convention address in Milwaukee -- in his own, inimitable way. We know that he can make jokes about himself -- just watch his prepresidential appearances  on "Saturday Night Live." Trump can be charming and disarming when he chooses. He should use those skills to address the concerns of swing voters.
He could go with something like this: "I know I rub some the wrong way. Occasionally, I'm a little rough on people -- in New York we call that 'a Bronx cheer.' Sometimes, I may exaggerate a tiny a bit -- in New York we call that 'negotiating.' Perhaps I've got a little too much swagger in my step, but as we say in the city: Hey, I'm walkin' here. If you didn't like the way I talked, or walked, or combed my hair, I hope you liked the fact that our border was secure, our cities were safe, our economy was strong and the world was at peace. So, yes, I have a few flaws. As president, if I fought a little dirty at times, I always fought for you. And love me or hate me, I hope you know that I always have your back -- and that I always put America first."
That would send swing voters a message: He gets it. He understands what we don't like about him. And he's right -- my life was better when he was president.
Trump has shown enormous discipline of late. During the debate, he didn't interrupt Biden, instead looking on with an appearance of concern while the president struggled to complete a coherent sentence. And since the debate, he has kept a low profile -- allowing Biden to twist in the wind as Democrats panic over whether he should step down from the ticket.
If Trump can match that discipline with a dose of humility -- by acknowledging the concerns many voters have about his demeanor -- he can close the deal.
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Biden is courting something worse than Trump alone
 It is horrifying to imagine what would happen without a Democratic House as a firewall.
By Ruth Marcus | 2024-07-11

President Biden prepares to walk out to debate former president Donald Trump in Atlanta on June 27. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The biggest risk to the country is not the return of Donald Trump to the White House. It's the return of Donald Trump to the White House combined with both houses of Congress in Republican control, leaving Trump free to enact his agenda without guardrails.
Sen. Michael Bennet (D-Colo.) expressed fear about this prospect in a CNN interview Tuesday night. "Donald Trump is on track, I think, to win this election and maybe win it by a landslide and take with him the Senate and the House," Bennet said. "I think that we could lose the whole thing."
Retaining Democratic control of the Senate was a tough climb even before the debate. Democrats, who hold a one-seat majority, are defending 23 seats to Republicans' 11. The Democrats' races include three seats in states that Trump won in 2020 (Jon Tester in Montana, Sherrod Brown in Ohio and the seat being vacated by Joe Manchin III in West Virginia) and five in states that Joe Biden won by three points or less. A Senate that remains in Democratic hands is conceivable but increasingly unlikely.
The House is a different story. The chamber is divided 220 Republicans to 213 Democrats, with two vacancies; Democrats need just four seats to regain the majority. Of the Republican-held seats, 17 are in districts Biden won. So, Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) holding the speaker's gavel in January is a distinct possibility.
Or was.
And that is where Bennet's point becomes so important. A Democratic House would be a firewall -- the only firewall -- against Trump and Trumpism in a second term. It is horrifying to imagine what would happen without it -- and that has to be a factor in the party's deliberations about President Biden's future.
We've been here before during the first two years of Trump's term, but with a difference: Then, much to Trump's frustration, Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) retained the filibuster -- he didn't have the votes to kill it, actually. Does anyone think the next Republican Senate will keep the 60-vote threshold in place? Me, neither. Another check on presidential power, gone.
That would leave the House. On immigration, on tax cuts, on Social Security and Medicare, on climate change, on NATO withdrawal -- on any legislative issue out there, Democrats would be the only check. Think about the craziness of the current House majority and what it could do in league with a filibuster-free Senate and a Trump White House.
"It's a disaster if Trump is president, and it becomes more of a disaster if there's no legislative body to slow him down on the things he needs legislatively," a senior House Democrat told me Wednesday.
Here is where the self-interest of House Democrats aligns with the national interest. Most of them are in safe seats, but all of them crave returning to the majority -- and my reporting suggests that a majority believes Biden being the nominee makes this less likely.
This is the subtext of former speaker Nancy Pelosi's comments Wednesday that "it's up to the president to decide if he is going to run," as if Biden had not made clear his intention to stick it out. Pelosi's message to the troops: This isn't over.
And it is why I was so pleased to hear Bennet emphasize the scope of what is at stake in November, which is at once obvious and underappreciated. He stopped short of calling for Biden to withdraw, but his implication was clear.
Bennet is no bomb-thrower. He's smart (a Yale Law School graduate and editor in chief of the Yale Law Journal) and politically savvy (a former head of Senate Democrats' campaign arm who ran for the presidency in 2020). He is decent and committed, responsible and moderate -- a person to be taken seriously.
I recall a visit with him at his Senate office early in the Trump administration, when Bennet, his coffee table piled high with books, began reading aloud from Sinclair Lewis's 1935 dystopian novel, "It Can't Happen Here," about Buzz Windrip, a dangerously demagogic senator elected to the presidency.
Bennet was worked up about the uncanny resemblance between Windrip and Trump -- and the supine acceptance of his Republican colleagues. He could not believe this was happening -- and it was clear, Tuesday night, that he could not believe it was about to happen again.
If, as Bennet is suggesting, Trump is headed back to the White House, it is essential to maintain a bulwark against complete Republican domination. And that requires a clear-eyed assessment, right now, of where this race stands and what can best be done to protect the country.
Because we now know, it can happen here. Except this time, it will be worse.
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A Gaza cease-fire agreement appears within reach  
U.S. officials say the framework of a three-stage agreement is down to implementation details.
By David Ignatius | 2024-07-11

Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike in the central Gaza Strip on Wednesday. (Abdel Kareem Hana/AP)


After months of agonizing negotiation, the Biden administration appears close to a cease-fire deal that would halt major fighting in Gaza, release some Israeli hostages and surge humanitarian aid to desperate Palestinian civilians.
A senior U.S. official told me Wednesday that "the framework is agreed" and the parties are now "negotiating details of how it will be implemented." To forge the deal, Middle East adviser Brett McGurk and CIA Director William J. Burns have been shuttling among regional capitals since November.
Officials caution that although the framework is in place, a final pact probably isn't imminent, and the details are complex and will take time to work through.
If final agreement could be reached, it would be a ringing validation of President Biden's patient diplomacy, which has tried to balance America's role as peacemaker in the Middle East with strong military support for Israel. It would also create a potential valedictory moment for the president, affording him a chance to step back honorably from his quest for a second term or, conversely, to double down.
Like most peace agreements, this one would reflect in part the exhaustion of both sides. After nine months of war, Israel wants to rest its troops and prepare for possible conflicts with Iran and its proxies. Hamas, in "rough shape" in its underground lair, according to one U.S. official, is said to be low on ammunition and supplies. It's also facing growing pressure from battered Palestinian civilians, who are increasingly vocal in demanding a truce.
The agreement, described Wednesday by U.S. officials, envisions a three-stage resolution of the conflict. First would be a six-week cease-fire, during which Hamas would release 33 Israeli hostages, including all female prisoners, all men over 50 and all who are wounded. Israel would release hundreds of Palestinians from its prisons and withdraw its troops from densely populated areas toward the eastern border of Gaza. Humanitarian aid would flow in, hospitals would be repaired, and crews would begin clearing the rubble.
The stumbling block has been the transition to, in which Hamas would release the male soldiers who remain as hostages and both sides would agree to a "permanent end to hostilities" with "a full withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza." Each side feared the other would use the initial pause to rearm and return to battle. And Israel wanted to make sure it achieved its primary goal of blocking Hamas from ruling Gaza again.
The breakthrough came recently, when Hamas relented on its demand for a written guarantee on a permanent end to the fighting. Instead, it accepted the reassuring language of a U.N. Security Council resolution, passed last month, affirming the U.S.-negotiated deal. Here's the key passage: "If the negotiations take longer than six weeks for phase one, the ceasefire will still continue as long as negotiations continue," the U.N. resolution says. American, Qatari and Egyptian mediators would "work to ensure negotiations keep going until all the agreements are reached and phase two is able to begin."
Israel and Hamas have both signaled their acceptance of an "interim governance" plan that would begin with Phase 2, in which neither Hamas nor Israel would rule Gaza. Security would be provided by a force trained by the United States and backed by moderate Arab allies, drawn from a core group of about 2,500 supporters of the Palestinian Authority in Gaza who have already been vetted by Israel. Hamas has told mediators that it is "prepared to relinquish authority to the interim governance arrangement," a U.S. official said.
As security expands in postwar Gaza, the peace plan envisions a third phase, with what the U.N. resolution describes as a "multi-year reconstruction plan."
As U.S. mediators moved closer to finalizing this deal, they got crucial help from their diplomatic partners, Qatar and Egypt. To pressure Hamas, Qatar told the group's representatives they could not remain in Doha if they rejected the pact. Egypt provided last-minute help by accepting an innovative U.S. proposal to block any new tunnels across the border between Egypt and Gaza after Israel withdraws its troops.
Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant, who has emerged as a key contact in the negotiations, issued a statement Wednesday noting "progress ... with Egypt" toward a plan "that will stop smuggling attempts and will cut off potential supplies for Hamas."
If the cease-fire deal is clinched, it will open the way for two other major changes in the Middle East landscape -- involving Lebanon and Saudi Arabia -- that could reduce the danger of a broader war.
Lebanon has signaled that following a Gaza truce, it would endorse a package that includes withdrawal of Hezbollah forces north from the border to near the Litani River. The agreement would also include Israeli acceptance of border changes that Hezbollah has long demanded and other confidence-building measures to end the deadly exchange of rocket fire between the two sides.
The Lebanon framework has been negotiated by Amos Hochstein, a member of national security adviser Jake Sullivan's staff. Rather than talking directly with Hezbollah, the Iranian-backed militia that dominates Beirut, Hochstein has met with Nabih Berri, the Shiite speaker of the Lebanese parliament and a key Hezbollah ally.
A final possible bonus of a Gaza cease-fire is that Saudi Arabia has signaled it is prepared to "move forward on normalization" of relations with Israel, according to a U.S. official. Riyadh wants a pathway toward a Palestinian state as part of such a deal, but that's currently a bridge too far for a traumatized Israel. Finalizing normalization will take time and diplomatic finesse.
The Gaza war has been a nightmare for all the combatants -- starting with the horrific Oct. 7 Hamas terrorist attack through to a shattering Israeli retaliatory campaign that killed tens of thousands of Palestinians. It was a searing test, too, for Biden, who tried to be Israel's stalwart ally even as he clashed with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu over the war's civilian toll.
"Every war must end," as strategist Fred Ikle wrote about Vietnam. Gaza isn't over. But as one White House official put it late Wednesday: "fingers crossed."
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Democratic Sen. Peter Welch: Biden should withdraw for the good of the country
We need him to put us first, as he has done before.
By Peter Welch | 2024-07-11

President Biden outside the White House on March 19. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


Peter Welch, a Democrat, represents Vermont in the U.S. Senate.
I have great respect for President Biden. He saved our country from a tyrant. He is a man of uncommon decency. He cares deeply about our democracy. He has been one of the best presidents of our time.
But I, like folks across the country, am worried about November's election. The stakes could not be higher. We cannot unsee President Biden's disastrous debate performance. We cannot ignore or dismiss the valid questions raised since that night.
I understand why President Biden wants to run. He saved us from Donald Trump once and wants to do it again. But he needs to reassess whether he is the best candidate to do so. In my view, he is not.
For the good of the country, I'm calling on President Biden to withdraw from the race.
Trump is a felon. He is a pathological liar. He is a menace. And he is sure to be emboldened by his activist Supreme Court, which granted him near-total immunity.
When Trump was president, he consistently put his own interests ahead of the nation's -- culminating with his attempt to overturn the 2020 election and disrupt the peaceful transfer of power. He has called the Jan. 6 insurrectionists "patriots."
MAGA Republicans, meanwhile, have clearly stated their plans for a second Trump term, laying out an extremist agenda with their Project 2025.
But the national conversation is focused on President Biden's age and capacity. Only he can change it.
I deliver this assessment with sadness. Vermont loves Joe Biden. President Biden and Vice President Harris received a larger vote percentage here than in any other state. But regular Vermonters are worried that he can't win this time, and they're terrified of another Trump presidency. These are real concerns of regular voters who I've heard from recently -- like a mom who counts on the child tax credit and seniors who rely on Medicare.
The latest data makes it clear that the political peril to Democrats is escalating. States that were once strongholds are now leaning Republican. These new shifts -- in Minnesota, New Hampshire, Nevada, Arizona and Georgia -- must be taken seriously, not denied or ignored.
The good news is that President Biden has united the party and created a deep bench that can defeat Trump. Vice President Harris is a capable, proven leader, and we have other electable, young, energizing Democratic governors and senators in swing states. Not only do these leaders have experience running and winning in tough political environments, they also have fundraising networks, media experience, charisma, and the ability to inspire voters across generations and across our big tent.
We have asked President Biden to do so much for so many for so long. It has required unmatched selflessness and courage. We need him to put us first, as he has done before. I urge him to do it now.
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The Biden campaign's theory of the case
The president's top strategists see only one way to get past his nightmarish debate performance.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-07-11

President Biden and first lady Jill Biden arrive at the White House on July 7. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post) 


WILMINGTON, Del. -- Top strategists at President Biden's reelection headquarters here believe there is only one way to put the nightmare of his debate performance behind them.
Looking ahead, "this has to be about Trump," deputy campaign manager Rob Flaherty told me when I visited the operation, which is housed in a modern high-rise office building downtown. The walls are festooned with "Dark Brandon" images.
Granted, some questionable assumptions now underlie any theory of how the 81-year-old president would pull out a victory this fall over his predecessor, Donald Trump.
Chief among them is whether Biden can demonstrate he is sharp and vigorous enough to quiet doubts that he is up to another four years in the job. A test will come Thursday evening, when the president holds a rare solo news conference. He cannot afford a shaky performance.
Though Biden has been steadfast in his insistence that he will not step aside, elected officials, major donors and other influential figures in his shaken party are deeply divided over whether their chances would be better if they gambled on a new standard-bearer at the top of their ticket. The palpable fear is that Biden will not only go down to defeat, restoring Trump to the Oval Office, but also take the Democrats' Senate majority and their hopes of regaining the House with him.
Public polling since the June 27 debate has shown little movement in the race, which perhaps indicates how deeply entrenched and immovable Democrats and Republicans are.
The Biden campaign's internal numbers, I'm told, show that some slippage has occurred since the debate. It has been largely among what Biden strategists refer to as "engagement targets." They include younger, non-White and female voters who were with Biden in 2020 but have been less enthusiastic this time around. The decline in their support since the debate has been within the margin of error, officials say, and there is no sign yet that they are moving toward Trump.
These voters are also less likely than intense and attentive partisans to have actually watched the entire debate, which means most of their perceptions of what happened there are coming from news accounts and clips on social media.
But there is also a silver lining for Biden -- or perhaps, given the fragility of the current moment, it would be more accurate to call it a foil one. The debate has put many of the president's grass-roots supporters on high alert. The campaign says $38 million poured into its coffers between the Thursday night of the debate and the following Sunday, and legions of new volunteers are signing up.
What that shows is that his most ardent supporters believe Biden deserves an opportunity to make the case that what Americans saw on the debate stage in Atlanta was an aberration.
What the campaign now must do is redirect the focus that has been almost entirely on their candidate ever since. "This election is about Trump. It's our job to make that case," said a senior adviser.
Hence, you hear them talking constantly lately about Project 2025, an initiative overseen by right-wing Trump allies and the conservative Heritage Foundation that details a policy blueprint for the next Republican president.
Major media organizations, including The Post, have been reporting since last year about the radical proposals, such as militarized mass deportations, sharp limits on abortion and handing the White House greater influence over the Justice Department. But the political resonance of Project 2025, which gives substance to Trump's authoritarian rhetoric, did not become apparent to the Biden campaign until a few months ago, when it noticed a sharp rise in chatter about Project 2025 among liberal political influencers on TikTok.
It didn't hurt that even the name Project 2025 carries a whiff of dark, conspiratorial plotting. The Democratic National Committee has begun placing billboards about the project. And Biden campaign officials are planning to focus on it in the advertising they expect to run during next week's Republican National Convention.
That the attacks are having an impact is evidenced by the fact that Trump is distancing himself from the proposals for his next term in office. He wrote on his Truth Social platform that he knows "nothing about Project 2025" and has "no idea who is behind it."
What hasn't changed since the debate, Biden campaign officials insist, is that this is going to be a close election. And they believe they have built an operation that is better equipped for an outcome that could be decided by fewer than 100,000 voters in seven states. They have a far greater presence than Trump on the ground, with 1,200 staffers in the battleground states, and are investing heavily in voter registration, as well as ensuring that their supporters not only vote but that their ballots are counted.
In their meme-filled headquarters 100 miles from the turmoil that is going on in Washington, Biden's campaign is putting its efforts into what it still has the power to control. What is out of their hands is whether Americans can still have confidence in their candidate.
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Project 2025 is terrifying
Plus: How Democrats can win back trust. Vindication for Robert Hur.
By Drew Goins | 2024-07-10
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

Former president Donald Trump speaks at a campaign rally in Doral, Fla., on Tuesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


On Tuesday, President Biden tweeted three words: "Google Project 2025." Google Trends saw search interest surpass even that of Taylor Swift this week.
Unfortunately for the Biden campaign, searching the term first yields the project's own shiny homepage, complete with fireworks and flags and soaring language. So what is Project 2025 really?
In short, it's a playbook for dramatically overhauling the federal government should Republicans win control. Technically, it comes from the Heritage Foundation and not the GOP presidential campaign, which allows Trump to claim he knows no more than the average confused Googler. "Don't fall for it," Catherine Rampell writes. Project 2025 and the MAGA machine are inextricable, with hundreds of Trump officials taking part in the planning.
The planning of what? Let's take a look:
But don't worry: Heritage Foundation President Kevin Roberts has promised that this revolution will be "bloodless" if the left acquiesces.
It is no wonder, the Editorial Board writes, that Trump wants the official GOP platform "to be as anodyne and vague as possible." But his intentions are anything but.
Catherine allows that Trump might not know some of the particulars of Project 2025 -- "few would mistake the man for a policy wonk." Even if so, that's just as dangerous; Trump delegated major decisions to his underlings last time and would do so again.
The underlings who are writing Project 2025.
Chaser: President Biden says he's going to give it "my all" to stop all this from transpiring. Alexandra Petri wonders: Would we accept the same from a pilot landing our plane?

goins (The Washington Post)


From political strategists Celinda Lake and Justin Zorn's op-ed on the crisis of trust in government. The piece is full of statistics about how Americans' distrust levels are not only increasing but also diverging, with Republicans putting their limited remaining stock in very different institutions from the ones favored by Democrats.
But this should be your top-line takeaway: Things can get better.
Lake and Zorn point out that "Republicans have a strategic advantage in an age of distrust," with individual-oriented skepticism at the heart of the conservative message. That does not mean, though, that Democrats can't adapt to the political culture.
The writers lay out a game plan for doing just that -- for example, "working to redefine voting and political participation as not just civic duties but ways to attack lobbyists' power or transform entrenched systems."
Chaser: Matt Bai provides some pointers on how Biden should run if he's really intent on staying in the race: No more "bridge" presidency; he needs to be a boomer off-ramp.
Robert Hur deserves his reputation back.
Hur, Chuck Lane reminds us in a column, was the special counsel who pulled together a report on Biden's retention of classified documents after leaving the vice presidency in 2017, a report that went out of its way to comment on the current president's age-related memory failings.
At the time, many observers impugned Hur's work -- with Post Opinions writers variously calling it an "egregious abuse" and "political hatchet job."
Or was it just an "honest account from an objective outsider" (if laid on a bit thick)? So says Chuck, who adds that "if Democrats had not met Hur's report with such an outpouring of denial, but treated it as a warning, they might not be in such a predicament today."
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Deny how you like
There is no separating
Planners from the plan
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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Cartoon by Al Goodwyn
Al Goodwyn cartoon on Russia's strike on a Kyiv children's hospital.
By Al Goodwyn | 2024-07-10

(Al Goodwyn)
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The real reason the frenzy over Biden is so unsettling
The herd-like reversal of certain institutions on Biden's abilities reflects a loss of political freedom.
By Jason Willick | 2024-07-10

President Biden delivers remarks at NATO's 75th anniversary event in D.C. on Tuesday. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


For many liberal commentators, the June 27 presidential debate and its aftermath have been disturbing because they revealed President Biden's infirmity and hurt his chances of winning in November.
I've found the past two weeks eerie for a different reason. The reversal of knowledge-making institutions on the question of Biden's age has been so sudden, so violent, so herd-like in its uniformity that it calls into question the very ability of America's elite -- as Biden rightly calls his media cheerleaders-turned-critics -- to form opinions based on reason rather than fear.
Biden's decline was obvious -- obvious -- to anyone paying attention. It was a legitimate question even in the 2020 presidential race, when rival Democratic presidential candidate Julian Castro raised it in a debate and when the Wall Street Journal's Barton Swaim reported that Biden's "voice was muted, his words slurred" as he campaigned in South Carolina.
Four long years later, the Democratic Party astonishingly let Biden glide to a second nomination with no serious competition. The taboo against questioning his acuity, established after his first nomination, seemed to hold. And as Biden's decline apparently accelerated in recent weeks and months, the media didn't just ignore or play down the issue. Efforts to point it out were actively policed, with the White House's attack on "cheap fakes" followed by a burst of stories criticizing the "distorted, online version" of Biden (New York Times) and "misleading GOP videos" (NBC).
After the debate, NBC's Chuck Todd declared with alarm that "Biden looks like the caricature that conservative media has been painting." Or was it Biden's supporters who had painted a caricature? Philosopher Crispin Sartwell had a point this week when he wrote that it isn't Biden's fault "that each of you was incapable of noticing the problem until you all noticed it together."
In his 1995 book, "Private Truths, Public Lies," political scientist Timur Kuran described the incentives for people to not notice political or social realities -- or pretend not to -- en masse. Such situations can be unstable, as Kuran wrote: "At some point the right event, even an intrinsically minor one, can make a few sufficiently disgruntled individuals reach their thresholds for speaking out against the status quo. Their switches can then impel others to add their own voices to the opposition. Public opposition can grow through a bandwagon process, with each addition generating further additions until much of society stands publicly opposed to the status quo."
The debate didn't add dramatic new information about Biden. The president had rambled before and appeared feeble and confused before on video -- hence the diabolical conservative "caricature." The debate was nonetheless the catalyst for Kuran's bandwagon effect, at least among journalists, donors and Democratic operatives.
Kuran told me  that when his book was released in the years after the Soviet Union's collapse, some readers felt that it was primarily relevant to Eastern Europe and "countries that don't have a long tradition of free speech." Political freedom as enshrined by the U.S. Constitution ought to narrow the gap between the kinds of opinions people can profess in public and what they believe in private -- at least on important matters of state.
Ought to. But Kuran told me that "the discourses within our institutions have become less honest," and "as a society, we have just become less free."  I am not convinced the sudden liberal panic around Biden is a sign that we are getting any more free. Instead it reflects a recognition that this particular ruse is unsustainable.
The public question now is whether Democrats can persuade or coerce Biden to step aside. That might allay voter concerns about presidential fitness. It wouldn't negate the conditions that made this disorienting deception-turned-feeding-frenzy possible in the first place.
Biden is capitalizing on the party's most sensitive divisions and its paralyzing fear of Donald Trump to try to stop the bandwagon and maintain his grip on power. As respectable liberals plead for him to step down for the sake of "statesmanship" or his "legacy," he's defying them with brute political force.
This is a fight over power more than values, and it's driven by fear more than reason, on both sides. Part of me wants to see Biden overpowered as a comeuppance for his hubris and egotism. But part of me wants to see Biden overpower the noisy hysterics who closed ranks around him out of fear and are now fleeing for the same reason.
Kuran wrote that "deceptive stability and explosive change" can be "two sides of a single coin." Whether Democrats opt for stability or change with Biden, the episode is a signal of debility in institutions outside the person of the president.
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Cartoon by Mike Smith
Mike Smith cartoon on Donald Trump and Project 2025.
By Mike Smith | 2024-07-10

(Mike Smith/Las Vegas Suns)
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For Venezuela, a ray of light. Give the opposition a free and fair election.
Venezuela is heading toward a July 28 vote that threatens the regime's hold. What will Maduro do?
By Editorial Board | 2024-07-10

Venezuelan opposition leader Maria Corina Machado at a campaign rally for presidential candidate Edmundo Gonzalez in Barinas, Venezuela, on July 6. (Juan Barreto/AFP/Getty Images) 


After 25 years of politically authoritarian and economically ruinous rule under  Hugo Chavez and his successor, Nicolas Maduro, Venezuela is heading toward a critical July 28 national election. Against all odds, a resurgent opposition could threaten the regime's hold on power. But it is possible that Mr. Maduro will cling to office through fraud or force. Everything must be done to ensure he does not -- and that voters make the most of this opportunity to restore freedom and democracy.
Mr. Maduro has spent years trying to destroy the opposition, detaining thousands of activists, journalists and dissidents and subjecting them to beatings, rape, electric shocks, mutilation, asphyxiation and other types of torture. With control of the media, courts, law enforcement and military, Mr. Maduro has blocked many opposition candidates from competing for power. U.S. initiatives to back opposition forces, through pressure and sanctions under President Donald Trump and through negotiations under President Biden, have met with mixed results. Despite sanctions that have hit Venezuela's crucial oil industry, Mr. Maduro has survived thanks, in part, to backing from Russia, China, Cuba and Iran. Once one of the most prosperous nations of Latin America, Venezuela is now confronting one of the world's worst humanitarian crises and the flight of more than 7.5 million people since 2015 -- including hundreds of thousands to the United States.
Remarkably, after so many years of repression, the opposition is alive and would stand an excellent chance at the ballot box -- assuming the election is not stolen. Specious court rulings disqualified the opposition's charismatic front-running candidate Maria Corina Machado, but she has remained active on the campaign trail, rallying the democratic Unitary Platform behind a former diplomat, Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia. Tumultuous crowds greet them throughout the country, including, on Saturday, in Chavez's hometown of Barinas. A poll taken between May 23 and June 5 showed that two-thirds of voters want a change of government. There is a high level of interest in voting. The survey showed Gonzalez leading 56 percent to 35 percent among those likeliest to turn out.
For Mr. Maduro a loss would mean not only ouster from office but also the end of the wealth and power that flow from membership in a regime known for spectacular corruption. The same goes for the elite who surround and depend on him for their privileges. At the end of the campaign, he might be tempted to abort the vote through brute force or declare himself the winner when he is not. Either would be disastrous for the Venezuelan people and for an entire hemisphere that badly needs a stable political outcome in this strategic nation. The military and security forces will play a key part; but no one can be sure whether they would defend Mr. Maduro against the people or defect rather than resist overwhelming popular demands for change.
For now, signs point toward hardball from Mr. Maduro. U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Turk said he continues to receive "reports of detentions as election day approaches, including of supporters and members of the opposition." Mr. Turk said his office has documented increased threats, harassment and assaults against civil society participants, journalists, unionists and other regime critics, "including through arrests and prosecutions, and 38 cases of arbitrary detention." The nongovernmental organization Access to Justice reported in June there have been 46 arbitrary arrests for political reasons so far this year, including 18 members of Ms. Machado's party. The Maduro-controlled National Electoral Council recently decreed that election observers can only work in the precincts where they vote. Also, on May 29, the election council disinvited the European Union from sending election observers. The United Nations said it was sending a team of four -- a pitiful showing. The Carter Center, the nonprofit human rights group established by former president Jimmy Carter that works to promote democracy and resolve conflicts, is also sending a small group of monitors.
Last year, the Biden administration eased some sanctions in exchange for Mr. Maduro's promise to let the opposition carry out an unfettered campaign. Mr. Maduro has subverted the agreement by arresting members of the opposition and using the courts to block the candidacy of Ms. Machado, and the United States reinstated some sanctions. Absorbed as he is in his own difficult election, and other foreign crises, Mr. Biden doesn't have much bandwidth left for Venezuela. But he and democratic leaders in Latin America and Europe should pay attention and speak out for a free and fair vote. This might be Venezuela's last, and best, chance to end a generation of misrule.
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The education and training students need to succeed after high school
Plus, a debate over the value of DEI programs.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-07-10

Students Jaxon Richardson and Jacob Allen in the flow loop room, which works as a plant simulator for the advanced manufacturing course at the Western Maricopa Education Center technical high school on April 24 in Buckeye, Ariz. (Cassidy Araiza for The Washington Post)


In his July 3 Wednesday Opinion column, "How schools can zero in on dropouts," Rahm Emanuel discussed his initiative to require all Chicago high school students to present an educational or vocational post-graduation plan to receive their diploma. The program involves advanced academic opportunities and counseling for students throughout high school, increasing graduation rates and college enrollment.
As a public high school student, I believe that along with academic enrichment like the Advanced Placement program, students should have opportunities for vocational training to develop career-related skills in high school through real-world experience. This training would give students a concrete path to employment, which can prompt them to complete high school and attend college if the jobs they are interested in require a degree to gain the expertise needed to enter the workforce. Many vocational training programs assist students with attending a 2- or 4-year college and provide high school and college credits, encouraging students to complete high school and pursue postsecondary education. Vocational training can be conducted through mentorship programs via partnerships between high schools and local institutions, which connect students with experts at professional organizations. These opportunities will allow students to learn skills related to their area of interest in a more engaging setting outside the traditional classroom.
While advanced academic opportunities and career counseling increase graduation rates and facilitate career development, offering vocational mentorship as well will be a more effective way to encourage students to seek employment and will give them a more concrete idea of what awaits them after college.
Sanchali Banerjee, Herndon
President John F. Kennedy once quipped upon receiving an honorary degree from Yale that he thereupon lived in the best of all possible worlds: a degree from Yale and an education from Harvard.
Darnell Epps was right to outline the difference between credentials and learning in his June 25 op-ed, "I went to Yale and to trade school. What's more useful?" The difference lies in wisdom, in a dedication to doing things right. A millimeter is a mile in machine tools and in life.
Stan Marcuss, Washington
Darnell Epps's description of his decision to pursue a diploma in manufacturing technology and machining in addition to his juris doctor degree resonated with me in many ways.
I am a retiree from the Labor Department's Employment and Training Administration, having focused for over 30 years on identifying and supporting strategies to identify job opportunities for individuals in need of gainful employment. My first job after graduating from college was teaching English to male students at a New York City vocational high school. I am also the mother of a Yale Law School graduate who works for the New York City government.
As Mr. Epps notes, his trajectory from Yale Law School to trade school "reaffirmed my belief in the untapped potential of skilled trades. It has shown me that the future of American prosperity depends not only on lawyers and executives but also on machinists, welders and all skilled tradespeople who are the backbone of our economy."
Bravo, Mr. Epps, for your support of "a new generation of workers who can thrive in the advanced manufacturing renaissance" as well as your personally machined metal gavel which bridges both your trade school diploma as well as your JD degree.
Lois A. Engel, Washington
The Post's June 17 front-page article "A diploma in hand, but no foot in the door," about lack of entry-level jobs for new college grads, didn't capture an essential point that appeared later in the piece.
As labor expert Harry Holzer states toward the end of the article, "It might take six months or nine months, but these graduates will find jobs." That is true for one simple reason: They have college degrees. Despite a lot of chatter about skills-based hiring, evidence shows that holding a bachelor's degree is still the predominant predictor of whether someone will secure a good job -- one that pays good wages and offers benefits.
The article points out that "service-sector jobs at hair salons, gyms and medical establishment" are growing, but those jobs are disproportionately held by people without a college degree and usually don't pay enough to support an individual, let alone a family. So, while it may be news that recent college graduates are taking somewhat longer than they might expect to secure their first post-graduation jobs, it is important that The Post's readers understand the longer-term reality: A college degree remains a very good investment for anyone who wants to earn a good living.
Josh Wyner, Washington
The writer is the executive director of the Aspen Institute College Excellence Program.
The disturbing backlash against diversity, equity and inclusion programs, as described in The Post's June 27 front-page article "Conservative lawsuits undo diversity programs," is not only wrongheaded and racist -- it is shortsighted.
Aside from being the right thing to do, both morally and ethically, equity and justice programs  help fuel local economies.
In particular, programs that train and support returning citizens or individuals impacted by the justice system who are working to secure employment -- a disproportionate percentage of whom are Black men and other people of color -- help to reduce recidivism and develop economic mobility, creating stronger and safer families and communities. Further, these programs help companies. By strategically targeting and tailoring the training to meet the needs of industry in local markets, such programs provide a well-prepared and certified workforce for positions that are in high demand yet can be difficult for companies to fill and retain. Examples include health-care support and office operations, construction and maintenance, and logistics and warehousing.
The companies and industries who partner with second-chance workforce-training programs know they are getting highly motivated, fully trained and certified employees who are eager to change their lives and communities for the better. Helping these individuals achieve upward mobility and financial empowerment produces a ripple effect of long-term positive outcomes and stems the tide of poverty for future generations.
Liz McGown, New York
The writer is communications director for the workforce development nonprofit STRIVE.
In his June 28 op-ed, "Meet Dr. DEI, a new personification of old right-wing grievances," Theodore R. Johnson puts diversity, equity and inclusion programs on a pedestal and gives short shrift to anyone who might question this approach. It seems that in his view, no honest, good-hearted people can question these efforts, just those who feel threatened by diversity and want to maintain their power and thus are easily manipulated by malevolent far-right forces who inflame them for political gain.
In some cases, this may be true. In my case, it is not.
I am a moderate Democrat who is fine with the 2023 Supreme Court decision to disallow the consideration of race in college admissions. After more than half a century, I think it is time to end affirmative action in college admissions. I am also not unhappy that special government programs to advance minority businesses developed more than 50 years ago that have presumed minorities are automatically "socially disadvantaged" are being reevaluated.
We should also make sure we are pursuing the best solutions when racial disparities are identified. To take one example, it has become clear that White social workers pass licensing exams at significantly higher rates than do Black or Hispanic social workers. The response in many social work communities has been that we must adopt a new standard of licensing that does not include licensing exams at all. In Illinois, for example, legislation has been passed to provide alternative pathway to licensure that does not include passing an exam. The D.C. city council is proposing similar legislation, as are other states. Rather than eliminating an opportunity for candidates to display the requisite knowledge for competent practice, shouldn't we be exploring how institutions can address educational challenges of historically marginalized communities, or a call for an in-depth analysis of licensing exams themselves?
Nothing in our democracy should be beyond debate. That includes DEI programs.
Bruce Kirby, Rockville
In The Post's June 19 news article "Poll finds most in U.S. approve of DEI, despite legal setbacks," the authors show poll results from a question asked two different ways.
Half the respondents were asked "In recent years, some companies have adopted diversity, equity and inclusion programs, or 'DEI programs.' Do you think it's a good thing or a bad thing for companies to adopt these programs?" 61 percent of respondents said it was good, and 34 said it was bad.
The other half were asked "In recent years, some companies have adopted programs to hire more employees from groups that are underrepresented in their workforce, such as racial and ethnic minorities and people with disabilities and to promote equity in the workplace. Do you think it's a good thing or a bad thing for companies to adopt these programs?"
Unsurprisingly there were significant differences in the results: 61 percent of all respondents said "DEI programs" were good, and 69 percent supported "programs to hire more employees from groups that are underrepresented."
I suspect that there would be even bigger differences if respondents were asked whether they supported programs "to discriminate in favor of certain groups, resulting in discrimination against people in other groups even if some of those individuals might be better qualified." That is what the Supreme Court found objectionable, and it is why many people think DEI stands for Didn't Earn It.
Tom Hafer, Arlington
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Democrats, want to replace Biden? Start working on those delegates.
Democratic convention delegates could open up a process the president wants to keep shut.

By Jim Geraghty | 2024-07-10

President Biden during a meeting of national union leaders at the AFL-CIO headquarters in D.C. on Wednesday. (Ting Shen/Pool/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


President Biden isn't leaving his reelection campaign willingly.
Democrats should abandon their hopes that some cadre of party elders -- Barack Obama, Bill and Hillary Clinton, Chuck Schumer -- will visit the White House and persuade Biden not to run for another term. If that sort of intervention were going to happen, it probably would have happened by now. Those figures have largely offered supportive statements since Biden's debate debacle. Nancy Pelosi on Wednesday implying to MSNBC that Biden should reconsider his reelection bid is unlikely to move the needle much.
If Democrats want a nominee who isn't named Joe Biden, then they need to have a delegate fight in Chicago, and they need to start preparing now.
Winning the Democratic nomination requires an estimated 1,968 pledged delegates, and Biden has won 3,896 of the 3,903 delegates who are committed to a candidate; another 36 delegates are uncommitted. At first glance, Biden has everything locked down, and there's no way for Democrats to alter course.
Under the Democratic National Committee's rules, "all delegates to the National Convention pledged to a presidential candidate shall in all good conscience reflect the sentiments of those who elected them." But polls conducted after Biden's terrible debate performance on June 27 have indicated that roughly half the Democratic Party, losing faith in Biden, wants someone else.
A Morning Consult survey on June 28 reported that "a 47% plurality of Democrats say Biden should be replaced as the Democratic candidate for president." A CNN report on its poll from June 28 to 30 said, "Most Democrats and Democratic-leaning registered voters (56%) say the party has a better shot at the presidency with someone other than Biden, while 43% say the party stands a better chance with him." And a Florida Atlantic University national poll on June 29 and 30 found "a split within the Democratic party regarding U.S. President Joe Biden's candidacy, with 40% supporting Biden as the nominee and 45% thinking he should be replaced with another Democrat."
The number of Democrats yearning for some other option has always been high; in the summer of 2022, 75 percent of Democratic and Democratic-leaning voters told CNN's pollster that they wanted the party to nominate someone else. But that was back when a Biden reelection campaign was theoretical. We're about 40 days from the Democratic convention, when the decision becomes official.
Convention delegates are typically among a candidate's staunchest supporters, but even strong Biden backers may have had their confidence shaken lately. Delegates with rising skepticism about the viability of his candidacy could plausibly argue that voting to nominate Biden without any debate or discussion of other options no longer reflects "the sentiments of those who elected them."
There's a separate question of whether state laws can require the Democratic delegates to vote for their initially pledged candidate on a certain number of ballots. As of 2022, according to Ballotpedia, one-third of states had such laws.
The first problem here is enforcement -- would the Michigan State Police, for instance, rush to Chicago, to enforce the Michigan statute that "a national convention delegate shall be bound to vote for the presidential candidate for whom he or she designated commitment ... until the end of the first ballot at the national convention"? Would any prosecutor charge those Michigan delegates for violating state law?
The second problem is whether state law can supersede the DNC's "good conscience" rule. Who decides whom the Democratic Party nominates -- the DNC or state legislatures?
Any Biden delegates who went rogue and voted for someone else would have a compelling argument -- they no longer believe Biden can perform his duties and want to nominate someone else. It would be absurd to argue that state laws require delegates to vote for a particular candidate no matter what, even if that candidate had a stroke or was otherwise somehow obviously incapacitated.
Note that Charlie Spies, a former counsel for the Republican National Committee as well as former counsel to the chairman of the Federal Election Commission, argues that Biden can't transfer his anticipated $100 million campaign war chest to Vice President Harris or any other Democrat until he's officially the nominee. This sounds like something the lawyers would hash out, but it might give Biden an argument that he has to be nominated, even if the delegates prefer someone else.
For Biden-skeptical Democrats, this would be a steep uphill climb. By the July Fourth holiday, many of Biden's delegates had indicated they were inclined to stick with him. But the odds of the 81-year-old Biden going through the coming weeks and months without another bad performance are not great. Biden isn't getting any younger, and he's not magically going to get any sharper, more articulate or energetic.
There isn't any deus ex machina lurking that would force Biden out, short of a serious health issue. He seems adamant about not leaving, and party elders couldn't force him out even if they tried. The only remaining option is a significant defection of Biden delegates. Even if it wasn't apparent that a rebellion would keep him short of the total required for the nomination, a major display of delegates' discontent might sway him in a way that sniping from a handful of congressional Democrats has not.
Which option unnerves Democrats more? The risks of a messy convention fight, or rolling the dice on one more campaign with Biden atop the ticket?
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Expand the Supreme Court. And weaken it.
Two essential reforms: Add justices to the court. And then require a supermajority to overturn federal laws.
By Perry Bacon | 2024-07-10

Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr. at the National Building Museum on May 23, 2023. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post) 


The U.S. Supreme Court is both way too aligned with the Republican Party and far too eager to override the decisions of other parts of the federal government. The court should be expanded to blunt its conservatives and at the same time have its powers restrained so that unelected, unaccountable judges (on the right and left) aren't the most powerful people in the country.
The sweeping immunity that the court recently granted former president Donald Trump is the latest example of the six conservative justices acting like Republican partisans. Recent rulings striking down bans on bump stocks and weakening the powers of federal agencies continue the court's pattern of putting judges at the center of policymaking, supplanting officials who are actually the experts on policy issues.
A Republican-dominated, power-grabbing high court can't be fixed simply by Democrats winning elections. The conservative justices aren't that old. (The most senior are Samuel A. Alito Jr., 74, and Clarence Thomas, who is 76.) And the opinions and public comments of Alito and Thomas, as well as controversies involving their spouses, suggest that they are very unlikely to retire if there is any chance they would be replaced by a liberal judge.
So even if the Democrats win the 2024 and 2028 presidential elections and keep control of the Senate for the next several years, America could still have another decade of six people enacting an agenda far to the right of the country overall.
We can't wait that long. This right-wing judicial supremacy must end. There have been lots of proposals from people on the left over the past few years to rein in the Roberts court. Two are essential. First, Democrats need to pass a law adding four justices to the high court whenever the party next controls the House, Senate and the presidency.
That should be paired with a second policy: requiring a supermajority of the court to overturn a federal law or agency decision.
What unifies these ideas is that they acknowledge what everyone knows but the justices themselves and many attorneys won't admit: Beyond what's clearly spelled out in the Constitution and legislation, such as presidents serving four-year terms, it's really hard to determine what is legal or constitutional. The doctrines supposedly guiding judges aren't formal or universally agreed upon, whether they are from the right ("originalism" and "textualism") or the left (retired liberal Justice Stephen G. Breyer's "active liberty.")
A judge's views on whether abortion should be allowed will inevitably reflect their broader policy preferences. The current Supreme Court has six Republicans who were chosen because they were expected to consistently vote in favor of right-wing causes. That selection and vetting process has worked -- we have one of the most conservative high courts in recent memory.
Because the Supreme Court is making ideological and partisan decisions, it should be accountable to voters and the democratic process, just as members of Congress and the president are. That's what "court-packing" does. The Democrats would add seats and give themselves a majority when they had the votes. The Republicans would almost certainly do the same.
In a paper they wrote jointly, scholars Adam Chilton, Daniel Epps, Kyle Rozema and Maya Sen estimated that the Supreme Court would have 23 justices by around 2070 if both parties added seats whenever they had control. That's more than double the current number, but not excessive.
But I'm not longing for a Supreme Court of Chief Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson and six liberals constantly blocking policies passed by a Republican Congress and signed by a Republican president. Unelected judges, whatever their ideology, should not be constantly overriding the decisions of members of Congress, the president and federal agencies.
Presidents and members of Congress are not necessarily smarter than judges. But they are more accountable to the public. If Americans don't like the policies Congress or the president are coming up with, they can vote them out. The leaders of independent agencies are mostly appointed by the president or Congress and usually have term limits, again creating a clear, democratic path to replacing them.
In contrast, justices have both huge power and lifetime tenures.
So, we should require at least 75 percent of justices on the court to strike down the actions of a federal agency or parts or all of a federal law. If the court had 13 justices, 10 of them would have to come together, likely reflecting a broad, bipartisan consensus that a law is improper. If lower-level federal judges struck down an action of the legislative and executive branches, the rulings wouldn't stand unless 10 of the 13 Supreme Court justices agreed. (Law professors Ryan Doerfler and Samuel Moyn have been the among most prominent advocates of scaling back judicial power, including through a supermajority requirement.)
Judicial review is not in the Constitution, so this proposal would not require an amendment, just an act of Congress. It would require overturning the court's history of ruling by a simple majority. And this change might be rejected by the current Supreme Court. That's another reason adding justices is essential.
I suspect many conservative laws and agency moves that I oppose couldn't be knocked down through the courts under this proposal. But there would be a clear path to changing those policies: my preferred candidates winning elections.
The obvious and important objection to this idea is that without strong judicial review, Congress and the president would pass extreme laws and there would be no recourse. But, as Harvard Law professor Nikolas Bowie has argued, the reality is that the Supreme Court has never been a stalwart defender of individual or minority rights. Brown v. Board of Education might be the court's most famous ruling, but Dred Scott v. Sandford and Plessy v. Ferguson are just as representative of its jurisprudence.
The Roberts court has taken a number of actions, most notably weakening the Voting Rights Act, that follow in the court's long history of not being on the side of women, racial minorities and other groups who have been disadvantaged in America.
It's not worth giving a simple majority of Supreme Court judges almost total power to invalidate good laws just for the occasional time they step in to kill a really bad one.
What about state laws? Ultimately, even though the United States has federalism, it's one country. Federal law should be supreme. So, I don't favor raising the threshold to invalidate state laws. We don't want to encourage a problematic trend: state lawmakers on the right adopting policies that are pretty obvious violations of federal law.
These proposals might seem radical and unrealistic. But they are necessary. The Supreme Court just made it easier to turn your rifle into a machine gun but harder to investigate a president who tried to overturn the election results. That's crazy. No policy favored by liberals is safe if it's up to these six judges.
"Why should a court be in charge of a democracy? The answer is: It shouldn't," Bowie wrote a few years ago.
Until they secured a dominant majority on the Supreme Court, conservatives used to complain about "activist judges." I don't want to give conservatives too much credit. Today's right-wing legal movement has its roots in opposition to the Brown ruling, which was a much-needed call for America to give Black students education opportunities equal to White ones.
But perhaps the conservatives had a point. I don't want to keep living in a country run by activist right-wing judges. So if that means I have to give up having left-wing judges write their views into law, I'll accept that trade.
Add justices to the court. And then subtract from the court's power.
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As Biden digs in, Democrats imagine an alternative
Three Post columnists discuss the unenviable options facing the party.
By Charles Lane, Karen Tumulty, Perry Bacon | 2024-07-10

President Biden meets with union members at the AFL-CIO headquarters in D.C. on Wednesday. (Saul Loeb/AFP/Getty Images)


With President Biden seemingly dead set on running again, Democrats are in a difficult position. Can anyone make him reconsider? And will anyone step up? A tough collective action problem stands in the way of the huge potential upside of a fresh young face in the presidential race. Three of our columnists -- Charles Lane, Karen Tumulty and Perry Bacon Jr. -- discuss the party's unenviable options. This excerpt from their conversation has been edited.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Perry Bacon Jr.: People like new faces in politics. And there are a lot of people I talked to in the country who are like, "Why do I have to vote for these two guys who are so old -- again?" I think a young, articulate person would inject some new energy. They might have a scandal that I don't know about, but I think if you're talking about Gretchen Whitmer or Pete Buttigieg, or people we haven't heard of, I do think there is a potentially high upside.
Karen Tumulty: Let's describe what changing now would involve. First and foremost, it would involve President Biden voluntarily stepping aside. And then the decision would be made by the roughly 4,000 people who are Democratic convention delegates, who then would be released. So we would have a very short, intense primary campaign where the electorate is essentially a bunch of party activists, union members -- a lot of teachers union and local party officials, a lot of local elected officials. We don't have the storied smoke-filled rooms of earlier eras.
Charles Lane: It would be less transparent and  democratic than the primary process, which, since it was unopposed for Biden, is already not super democratic to begin with.
Karen Tumulty: And some states, such as Florida, decided just not to have a primary.
Charles Lane: I continue to believe, somewhat in agreement with Perry, that the voters are screaming: "I don't want this choice! I don't want to have to pick between these two people!" And, therefore, if there is any way in the world to engineer a brand-new face, I think the upside of that is very, very high -- notwithstanding how messy it might be to get there.
And don't forget the other guy. If it's going to be Donald Trump, and it looks like it will be, he's got a felony conviction on his literal rap sheet. If the Democrats pick somebody who got a DUI 20 years ago, that's not going to be a dealbreaker. I think novelty has a tremendous value to it. And yet we are facing an extremely defiant, committed, embedded and increasingly "ain't going nowhere" Joe Biden.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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 Is it too late for 'return to office' to restore downtown? I answered your questions.
This live chat with readers began at 1 p.m. ET on Wednesday. Read the transcript.
By Marc Fisher | 2024-07-10
Marc Fisher writes a column on Washington - the city, its suburbs, and the people and issues of big-city America. He has covered topics including home rule, Larry Hogan and returning to the office.
Marc was online Wednesday at 1 p.m. Eastern to answer reader questions and more. Read the transcript below.
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Democrats have their work cut out for them
Readers ask about Biden, the courts and Britain. Plus: solid journalism and a legal development. 
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-07-10

Vice President Harris in New Orleans on Saturday. (Christiana Botic for The Washington Post) 


You're reading Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
This week, I answer some readers' questions, look at an example of solid journalism and highlight a legal development.
A reader asks: With current immunity, can the president reschedule the election for another year?
Answer: No, but if he were to order the Justice Department to indict and lock up his opponent on made-up evidence in the name of "national security," he could not be criminally prosecuted.
A reader asks: There have been so many awful decisions by this court, and many of them have ignored precedent. Why can't a Democratic president add enough justices to make the court somewhat fair and to overturn the worst of this court's rulings?
Answer: He absolutely could -- but he would need Democratic majorities in the House and Senate to pass such a law. Senate Democrats also would have to modify or do away with the filibuster. The public might be much more supportive now after the run of rotten decisions, but Democrats first would have to win!
A reader asks: Would Vice President Harris be the alternative presidential nominee for the Democratic Party by default, or would it be possible to draft someone else? If so, who would be your choice? Instead of providing a list, can you name only one person?
Answer: If President Biden decided to step away after the nomination became official, the Democratic National Committee would choose the replacement; if he left before the convention, the delegates would choose another nominee. I find it inconceivable that Democrats would overlook the first female African American woman, one who served capably and is adept at hitting the MAGA Republicans on their most vulnerable issues (e.g., abortion, Project 2025). She could inject the enthusiasm needed to drive young voters to the polls.
A reader asks: I don't feel like the Democrats have exposed the terror of Project 2025. Will it fall to the likes of celebrities such as Taraji P. Henson?
Answer: You're right: They have not done enough. However, the campaign, elected Democrats and Democratic activists (perhaps with help of celebrities) have time to fire away at this radical plan set to undermine effective government and transform America. Democrats can highlight a few of the most alarming items (e.g., replacing thousands of government employees with political appointees loyal only to former president Donald Trump, rounding up millions of undocumented immigrants for deportation, banning Mifepristone). Third-party groups can focus on the items most relevant to them (e.g., AARP can highlight increased drug costs for seniors, teachers' unions can focus on the elimination of the Education Department). Trump's panicky effort to disown Project 2025 suggests what a juicy target it is.
A reader asks: Everything I've read paints newly elected British Prime Minister Keir Starmer as the most boring, lifeless party leader in history. Yet, Labour just smacked down the Tories so hard that it may actually end the Conservative and Unionist Party. Maybe Americans shouldn't be panicking about Biden? Certainly, the Republican Party deserves to die. We need a new party that, at a minimum, requires candidates to understand the word "conservative."
Answer: The British parliamentary system is much more focused on party and policy than on personality. (Reason to be envious!) That said, Democrats would benefit from reminding voters that whoever is atop the Democratic ticket would not seek dictatorial powers, ban contraception and abortion nor withdraw from NATO. Democrats have to decide whether they still can make the anti-MAGA case effectively with Biden, or whether they can only get through to voters without him.
A reader asks: Another sad commentary on our media pack mentality. They are devouring every tidbit they can find about the state of Biden's brain. I haven't seen one story about the brain of a malignant narcissist and what that would portend for the judgment of someone who might govern our country. Why doesn't Trump's brain receive attention?
Answer: I have inveighed at the media for irresponsibly playing down (if not ignoring) the mental health questions raised by Trump's unhinged rants, compulsive lying, verbal miscues, incoherent rambling and bizarre digressions. This journalistic malpractice creates entirely one-sided coverage of the candidates' mental fitness. (So much for the vaunted commitment to "balance.") The media's failure to adequately cover Trump, however, does not excuse Biden staying in the race to the detriment of his party and our democracy.
Democratic activists, elected officials, donors and volunteers can control only so much. But while uncertainty afflicts the top of the ticket, the rest of the party has work to do. First, these groups must increase public awareness of the danger the Supreme Court has inflicted in immunizing the president from most criminal prosecutions. Running against MAGA Republicans now entails running against the court. Second, just as frightful, Project 2025 is a road map back to the turn of the century -- the 20th century. Democrats should make sure all voters understand its implications. Finally, whether at the top of the ticket or as a No. 2 ready to step up if needed, Harris is an underestimated asset. Democrats would be wise to showcase her considerable talents.
The Associated Press constructed a near-perfect first paragraph: "Donald Trump has distanced himself from Project 2025, a massive proposed overhaul of the federal government drafted by longtime allies and former officials in his administration, days after the head of the think tank responsible for the program suggested there would be a second American Revolution." The report continues, "The 922-page plan outlines a dramatic expansion of presidential power and a plan to fire as many as 50,000 government workers to replace them with Trump loyalists."
The article communicates all the critical parts of the story: Trump's deceit in trying to distance himself from the plan; his allies' threats to those who might oppose it ("We are in the process of the second American Revolution, which will remain bloodless if the left allows it to be," Heritage Foundation's Kevin Roberts said); and the scope of the radical plan.
Defenders of democracy and of sane, sensible governance should hope others follow the AP's example.
The New York Times reported: "The Kansas Supreme Court reaffirmed abortion protections in the state's Constitution on Friday, striking down Republican-backed laws that banned a common second-trimester abortion procedure and created additional licensing requirements for abortion clinics." The case demonstrates how state voters and courts can serve to reinforce abortion rights in the wake of Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization.
The Kansas State Supreme Court in 2019 held that its state constitution's "personal autonomy" protection secured abortion rights. It therefore struck down a 2015 law, S.B. 95, restricting second-term abortions. After voters overwhelmingly rejected a constitutional amendment to take abortion protection out of the state constitution, antiabortion zealots came back to the court demanding it reverse its previous order and allow S.B. 95 to stand.
Unlike the U.S. Supreme Court, Kansas jurists rejected the idea that a change in the makeup of the court warrants reversal of a recently decided issue. (What a novel notion!) And the court methodically dispensed with arguments resting on purely ideologically driven assumptions:
Given the U.S. Supreme Court's descent into MAGA partisanship, state courts and referendums might become the most critical vehicles for protecting Americans' freedom.
Next week, I'll have my online Q&A, so please submit your questions. Questions submitted after next Wednesday will go to my next Mailbag newsletter.
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A foreign policy that sees the world
I coined the term "progressive realism." What does it mean? 
By Robert Wright | 2024-07-10

Members of the U.S. military carry the flags of nations before an event on Tuesday commemorating the 75th anniversary of NATO at a summit of alliance members in D.C. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP) 


Robert Wright, whose books include "Nonzero" and "The Evolution of God," is publisher of the Nonzero Newsletter and host of the "Nonzero" podcast. This essay is adapted from a longer entry in the Nonzero Newsletter.
"Progressive realism," according to Wikipedia, is "a foreign policy paradigm largely made popular by Robert Wright." That's me! So in principle I should have been gratified by the recent Foreign Affairs essay "The Case for Progressive Realism," by British politician David Lammy. And I should be close to ecstatic now that Lammy, thanks to the Labour Party victory in last week's election, is Britain's foreign secretary.
Yet I'm not feeling festive. It turns out that Lammy's version of progressive realism isn't mine. Which, by itself, is okay; the world is full of policy prescriptions that aren't mine, and many of them work out well. But I don't think Lammy's version of progressive realism will work out well.
In a sense, it has already demonstrated that. Lammy depicts his foreign policy vision as new, but it's pretty much the same vision that has long guided his party and comparable Western parties -- including the Democratic Party in the United States. And this vision is, in critical respects, not very different from the neoconservatism that has dominated Republican foreign policy for most of the past few decades. Lammy's progressive realism is one of the several variants of Blobthink that have together played such a big role in creating the mess we're in.
To put a finer point on that mess: As NATO leaders gather in Washington for their annual summit, they look out on a world with a developing cold war and raging hot wars, a world with little respect for international law and with eroding international norms. And this disarray has two very bad consequences, one immediate and one that will be a slower burn:
1. Extreme volatility. There are two conflicts -- in Ukraine and in the Middle East -- that are only a miscalculation or two away from becoming regional conflagrations. And one of those wars would put two nuclear superpowers in direct conflict for the first time in history. Meanwhile, a war in the Pacific between nuclear powers is also becoming thinkable as U.S.-China tensions simmer.
2. Descent toward chaos. Growing international disarray leaves the world too divided to effectively confront momentous planetary challenges that demand a coordinated international approach. These challenges include, famously, mitigating climate change and, less famously, (1) preventing conflict in an increasingly militarized outer space (conflict that, by depriving nations of real-time satellite-based monitoring of an adversary's military, could induce panic that leads to war); (2) preventing the various kinds of chaos that the ungoverned development of artificial intelligence could bring; (3) preventing an unprecedentedly lethal pandemic of the kind that under-regulated biotechnology could bring -- whether via an accidental lab leak or the intentional deployment of a bioweapon.
As the world gets more mired in conflict and tension, and the attendant neglect of these issues moves the planet closer to catastrophe, Lammy is telling us to keep doing what we've been doing but to start calling it progressive realism. Real progressive realism offers a better path.
By "realism," Lammy appears to mean just "being realistic." He writes that "when progressives act realistically and practically, they change the world." To him, realism is "a politics based on respect for facts."

British Foreign Secretary David Lammy in London on Tuesday. (Andy Rain/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock) 


But the word "realism" also denotes an international relations paradigm: a view of how the world works and corresponding ideas about how foreign policy should be conducted. There are different schools of realist thought, but there's one policy principle they share, and it distinguishes true progressive realism from Lammy's version -- and for that matter from all mainstream schools of liberal foreign policy as well as from neoconservatism. It's a principle that, simple as it sounds, could wind up saving the world.
That principle is this: You take nations as they are.
From a realist's perspective, statecraft is about crafting relations with other states, not crafting the character of other states. Realists favor holding nations accountable for their behavior toward other nations but aren't big on holding them accountable for their internal affairs. So a realist foreign policy doesn't prioritize the promotion of either democracy or human rights. And realists are especially averse to the coercive promotion of these things -- through invasion or bombing or economic sanctions.
That doesn't mean realists are heartless. Many realists (including me) believe these forms of coercion rarely work and often backfire, harming their supposed beneficiaries. Cuba, Afghanistan, Venezuela, Syria -- these and other countries are full of people the United States is supposedly trying to help with sanctions that are actually hurting them.
The formal rationales for the many sanctions now levied against authoritarian countries vary, but the rhetorical rationale often involves the theme that has become the guiding mantra of President Biden's foreign policy: We are, says Biden, engaged in a global struggle between democracy and autocracy. Progressive realists, along with other kinds of realists, reject this premise, but Lammy shows no signs of doing so. He says that a big part of the progressive realist's mission is to "defend democracy."
The trouble with Biden's Manichaean mantra begins with the fact that it's a self-fulfilling prophecy. The sanctioning of autocratic and authoritarian nations naturally drives them into closer linkage with one another, reinforcing the Western perception that they represent a monolithic, ideologically motivated threat, a perception that can then lead to more sanctions, still closer linkage, and so on.
This dynamic is already empowering China, as some nations avoid the full impact of sanctions by increasing their trade with Beijing and using Chinese currency instead of dollars as the medium of exchange. The result might look like an axis of autocracy, but a term recently used by analysts at the Atlantic Council better captures the logic behind it: an "axis of evasion."

The Beijing Stock Exchange building in China on Tuesday. (Adek Berry/AFP/Getty Images) 


The progressive realist opposition to Biden's divisive vision -- and to the cold war it is ushering in -- reflects not just a recognition of the many planetary problems that need solving but also an expectation that they will grow in number and magnitude. Climate change and the several other issues cited above as grounds for global cooperation have something in common: They are all products of technological development, and they all make relations among the planet's nations more non-zero-sum; they confront nations, increasingly, with a choice between cooperating to achieve win-win outcomes and failing to cooperate, thus risking lose-lose outcomes. I argued in my 2000 book "Nonzero" that this growing "non-zero-sumness" among nations is inherent in technological evolution, and I think the subsequent quarter-century of evolution in biotechnology, information technology and other technologies supports that thesis.
Though international cooperation that falls short of global scope can help address these non-zero-sum challenges, truly global governance will in some cases be required. Whether or not the covid-19 pandemic began with the accidental release of a genetically engineered virus, the next pandemic could begin that way -- or, for that matter, via intentional release. The number of countries where this kind of genetic engineering could happen is already large, and it grows as biotechnology develops. So the scope of international biotech regulation must ultimately reach the planetary level.
AI and some other technologies will eventually have this same property: Their massively destructive misuse could originate in any country, so no country will be safe unless all countries are part of a common regulatory system.
Viewed in this light, Lammy's advocacy of international governance -- "progressive realists must establish global guardrails for technology with the widest possible coalition of countries" -- isn't ambitious enough. Still, he does recognize that China must be part of that coalition: "No grouping of states can address the global threats of the climate crisis, pandemics, and artificial intelligence unless it cooperates with Beijing."
So Lammy, to his credit, is against a full-on cold war. He envisions a Britain that "simultaneously challenges, competes against, and cooperates with China as appropriate." This is the same formula that the Biden administration espouses, and it sounds fine in principle. But in the current political climate, with prevailing winds opposing extensive U.S.-China cooperation, following this formula requires clarity of vision and steadfast focus. And one problem with the autocracy vs. democracy framing of U.S.-China relations is that it tends to produce blurry analysis.
Consider this passage from Lammy's Foreign Affairs piece:
Some questions:
1. What exactly is the connection between the first paragraph, about China's internal politics, and the second paragraph, about its external conduct? Is Lammy saying the broader "challenge to the U.S.-led order" is happening because China is authoritarian, notwithstanding the fact that historically, rising powers, including such liberal democracies as the United States, have done what China is doing now -- tried to expand their economic and military power and exercise it over a wider realm? Or is he just saying that this challenge to U.S. leadership is especially bad because China is authoritarian? And why exactly would that be? Does he fear China will use its power to convert other nations to authoritarian autocracy -- even though the evidence for this common claim is thin, and Beijing's foreign policy has, if anything, been less ideologically driven than Washington's?
2. What is so bad about "democracies becoming more economically dependent upon autocracies"? After all, you could just as well say that autocracies have become more dependent on democracies, since trade is reciprocal. If this trade ended, China would suffer from losing its export market just as the countries it exports to would suffer from losing access to inexpensive Chinese goods. Doesn't this interdependence have virtues, since it might discourage conflict? Isn't it more valuable than interdependence among Western democracies, since they're unlikely to go to war with one another anyway?
A true progressive realist would replace Lammy's recitation of vague, and vaguely connected, anxieties with a single question -- not about China's internal affairs but about its conduct toward other nations. Namely: Will China play by the rules? Will it refrain from invading sovereign nations and violating their territorial rights, as the United Nations Charter requires? Will it honor the treaties it has signed? Will it cooperate with other nations to solve the growing number of non-zero-sum problems the world faces?

Chinese President Xi Jinping in Astana, Kazakhstan, on July 4. (Turar Kazangapov/Reuters) 


It's by no means clear that the answer to all these questions is yes. There are grounds for worrying, in particular, that China's regional assertiveness will lead to military conflict. But conflating concerns about China's conduct toward other nations with qualms about its internal governance just complicates the tasks of thinking clearly about these concerns and doing something about them. Many of the U.S. government's public condemnations of China's illiberal domestic policies, and many of the economic sanctions aimed at changing those policies, are worse than ineffectual. They expend finite political capital that could be better used trying to shape China's external behavior and strengthen Xi Jinping's grass-roots support among the many Chinese nationalists who are sick of the United States lecturing their government -- and this support gives Xi more domestic political fuel for his regional military assertiveness, which many Chinese see as a way of resisting Western hegemony.
Seeing this second problem -- that preaching to China about domestic affairs might backfire by strengthening Xi politically -- involves deploying one of realism's key strategic assets: "cognitive empathy," that is, trying to understand how other leaders and peoples perceive the world. As one of realism's founding thinkers, Hans Morgenthau, put it, good strategy requires a "respectful understanding" of all relevant perspectives. "The political actor," Morgenthau wrote, "must put himself into the other man's shoes, look at the world and judge it as he does."
This kind of perspective-taking, when used to understand how the United States' international conduct is viewed abroad, illuminates another kind of obstacle to checking the military assertiveness of China and other countries. Sermons about respecting the U.N. Charter's prohibition of trans-border aggression aren't very effective when they come from the country that invaded Iraq in 2003 and that currently has troops in Syria even though the Syrian government doesn't want them there. If the world's most powerful nation wants to strengthen the norm of complying with international law, it will have to do a better job of modeling that norm.
Lammy doesn't seem to get this. After attributing Vladimir Putin's 2014 seizing of Crimea to President Barack Obama's failure to enforce a redline in Syria in 2013, he writes that Putin "concluded that the West no longer had the stomach to defend the rules-based order." Talking about Washington enforcing the "rules-based order" without signaling a sense of irony is by itself grounds for having your progressive realist credentials questioned, but, in this case, the grounds go beyond that. Lammy seems unaware that in 2007, before Putin first broke the most basic of the rules by committing trans-border aggression, he complained to an audience of U.S. and European officials in Munich about the United States having broken that rule -- and warned that if "disdain for international law" continued, "the number of serious mistakes will be multiplied" and the world will reach "a dead end."
In Putin's view, the United States ignored this warning (for example, by recognizing in 2008 the independence of Kosovo, whose separation from Serbia had come via a NATO intervention not authorized by the U.N. Security Council). Putin also felt the United States ignored his warning -- issued in the same speech -- about expanding NATO further; in 2008, President George W. Bush persuaded reluctant European leaders to promise eventual NATO membership to Ukraine and Georgia. None of this excuses the Russian leader's annexation of Crimea in 2014 or his full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, both of which were violations of international law, period. But it does suggest that future U.S. foreign policy might benefit from an honest assessment of past Western policies that made Ukraine's current tragedy more likely. This assessment is something most Western foreign policy elites, including Lammy, assiduously avoid and something most realists favor (perhaps because some of these dubious policies are ones that most realists, including progressive realists, would have avoided).

Military personnel are seen near a Russian-made vehicle in the Crimean port city of Feodosia, Ukraine, in March 2014. (Viktor Drachev/AFP/Getty Images) 


The progressive realism I'm advocating is a radical ideology. It holds that the rule of law needs to move from the level of the nation-state to the level of the planet -- and that this transition needs to start soon. We have to build global governance before the technologically based threats it could control overwhelm us and render the project hopeless. Hence the call for the United States to transform its conduct and even its self-conception -- to quit invoking the "rules" selectively and opportunistically, and quit sermonizing about how other societies should organize themselves, and start tempering its narcissistic sense of exceptionalism with some humility and self-awareness.
This agenda will strike most people in the foreign policy community as hopelessly unrealistic. But very few of these people are conversant in the implications of technological evolution. For example: How many of them have heard of the Kessler Effect? That's a hypothetical but, as outer space gets more crowded, increasingly plausible chain reaction that could be set off by the destruction of a single satellite: the debris would smash other satellites, whose debris would smash other satellites, and so on, until a sizable chunk of the world's reconnaissance and communications infrastructure was inoperative -- at which point, various kinds of freakouts by now half-blind nuclear-armed nations might ensue.
So, I would ask anyone who dismisses calls for global governance (complete with global respect for international law) as naive to do the following: Study up on the drift of technological evolution and then either  argue persuasively that technology isn't creating the threats I and many other observers (including, to some extent, Lammy) worry about or  come up with a plausible and less radical plan for controlling them.
In the absence of such a plan, the United States' national interest will demand a fundamental reorientation of U.S. foreign policy toward progressive realism. It's in the nature of non-zero-sumness that the interests of other nations would be served by that, as well.
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Severe drought is expanding over the D.C. area. Will meaningful rain ever come?
It's one of the hottest and driest summers on record, but there may be some relief ahead.
By Ian Livingston | 2024-07-11

A group of roofers take a lunch break after battling 95-degree temperatures Wednesday. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


A combination of extreme heat, relentless sunshine and an absence of rain is driving the D.C. area deeper into drought. Much of the region is considered in moderate to severe drought, according to the latest federal drought monitor.
The drought has come on quickly, meeting criteria for a "flash drought" because of its rapid onset. It began in June and has shown little sign of abating. It was the driest June on record in Virginia and also abnormally dry in neighboring states.
July has picked up where June left off. Thundershowers that swept through the region Wednesday night produced minimal rainfall, and most of the area has 3 to 4 inches less precipitation than normal so far this summer.

Percent of normal precipitation. (Ian Livingston)


The drought has worsened because of a vicious feedback cycle in which hot sunshine dries out the ground and causes temperatures to rise. The rising temperatures then speed up evaporation, which dries out the ground even more.
The District is enduring its second-hottest summer on record so far, and just posted its sixth consecutive day  to reach at least 97 degrees, the second longest such streak on record.
The progression of the federal government's drought monitor in recent weeks shows how drought has quickly expanded and intensified across the region.

Drought change over the past month. (Ian Livingston)


Much of the area is now in moderate to severe drought, the second and third levels on a 1-to-5 scale.
While the intense heat has made the drought worse, its primary cause is the lack of rain. June and July are the region's wettest months, but sunny skies have dominated.
The District has a rainfall deficit of 4.5 inches since June 1. Only 1.54 inches have fallen since then, third least on record. Baltimore and Dulles have received only 1.6 inches (eighth driest on record) and 1.75 inches (second driest on record), respectively, over the same period.

Precipitation during the past 30 days. (Ian Livingston)


The lack of rainfall has coincided with the summer solstice period when the sun is most intense. As a result, vegetation is suffering, with lawns turning brown and trees and other vegetation lacking water.
Some good news: Substantial rain could fall Friday, especially along and east of Interstate 95, where an inch or more could fall. Amounts will decrease to the west.

Predicted rainfall through Saturday morning from the National Weather Service. (WeatherBell)


Unfortunately, another round of excessively hot weather is predicted between Sunday and the middle of next week. Highs well into the 90s or even around 100 will quickly dry out the land surface again.
But after next week's heat wave, a more promising weather pattern for rain could develop. The area is expected to sit between heat domes in the southwest United States and western Atlantic Ocean, which will result in a southerly air flow.
While that will elevate humidity, it should also increase the potential for showers and thunderstorms.

The weather pattern forecast in 10 days from the European ensemble model shows an opening for more rain as the region sits near a dip in the jet stream between dominant heat domes. (WeatherBell)


If the remnants of a tropical storm or hurricane passed over the area, that would be the easiest way to dig out of the rainfall deficit. An active hurricane season is predicted, but there are no imminent signs of any storm that would turn into a big rainmaker for us.
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Police identify D.C. woman killed by fallen tree limb
Sarah Noah, 35, of Southeast, was found pinned underneath a large branch in Garfield Park and was not conscious or breathing when D.C. police arrived Wednesday.
By Michael Brice-Saddler | 2024-07-11

Work crews clear the area after a tree limb fell and killed a woman at Garfield Park in Southeast D.C. on Wednesday. (Meagan Flynn/The Washington Post)


D.C. police have identified a woman who was killed Wednesday morning after being struck by a large tree limb that fell in Garfield Park in Southeast Washington.
Officers were called to Garfield Park at 7:24 a.m. Wednesday after getting a call that a large tree had fallen on top of someone. Police said Thursday that 35-year-old Sarah Noah, of Southeast, was found pinned underneath a large branch and was not conscious or breathing when police arrived.
The branch was too heavy for officers to remove, according to the report, requiring emergency personnel to remove it with chain saws, according to a police report.
Witnesses to the branch falling had reported hearing multiple loud pops and cracks that caused people in the park to "run in all directions," according to the report.
D.C. Council member Charles Allen (D-Ward 6) said Wednesday the incident was a "horrific tragedy," and that Noah was believed to have been walking her dog. Police spokesperson Lee Lepe said Thursday morning the report "does not list any other injuries or damages caused by the limb's collapse." The park is frequently used by area children and neighbors.
Crews on Wednesday dismantled what remained of the massive swamp white oak tree, which officials from the D.C. Department of Transportation estimated to be more than 100 years old. The agency, which has an Urban Forestry Division, said the tree was inspected less than two years ago and was found to be in good health.
Officials have not yet determined what caused the limb to fall. In October, ahead of the North American Tree Climbing Championship, a volunteer crew examined and performed maintenance on the trees in Garfield Park to make sure they were safe for climbing, according to Jeff Inman, an arborist in Richmond who won the climbing competition. Inman said it can be difficult to diagnose what caused a tree to fall or snap.
Acting DDOT Director Sharon Kershbaum said in a statement Wednesday that the agency plans to reinspect all of the park's mature trees by the end of the week.
"We extend our deepest condolences to the family, friends and loved ones impacted by this tragic loss," Kershbaum said.
Meagan Flynn contributed to this report.
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Amazing skies followed Wednesday night's storms in D.C. area
The storms were forgettable, but memorable skies came in their wake.
By Jason Samenow | 2024-07-11

Sunset after Wednesday's storm. (J Zedd/Flickr)


The storms that swept through the Washington region Wednesday night didn't have much bite and produced forgettable rainfall totals. But the skies in their wake were memorable.
First, brilliant rainbows stretched across the sky, set against an eerie golden light:

A rainbow over Washington on Wednesday evening. (Philip Metlin/Flickr)



Rainbow over Winchester, Va. on Wednesday evening. (Keith Nelms)



A detail of the rainbow over the U.S. Capitol. (Philip Metlin/Flickr)


Then, just as the sun was setting, the sky was awash in vibrant shades of orange and red:

Sunset on Wednesday. (Becca Hanby/Flickr)


Why were the colors so spectacular? Around sunset, blue light (which has shorter wavelengths) is scattered away because it has to travel long distances, leaving behind red, orange and yellow light (which has longer wavelengths).
These colors are often more vibrant after thunderstorms because "clouds catch the last red-orange rays of the setting sun ... like a theatre screen, and reflect this light to the ground," writes the National Weather Service Storm Prediction Center.
Thanks to all the readers who shared photos of these magnificent scenes on X, Facebook and Flickr.
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D.C.-area forecast: Tolerable heat today, with downpours a good bet Friday
Heat will begin to increase again markedly Sunday and Monday.
By David Streit | 2024-07-11

Storm clouds depart Wednesday evening in the Dupont Circle neighborhood of Washington. (angela n./Flickr)


A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
3/10: Less heat brings brief relief but still warm enough to give some grief.
The worst of the heat and humidity is swept out to sea, giving us a decent summer day. Showers and storms surge inland tomorrow into Saturday and could deliver a much-needed drenching for some. Alas, once the rain departs, the heat cranks back up Sunday into early next week.
Today (Thursday): The storms from last night are long gone by dawn. Clouds may linger early but should largely diminish to just a few puff balls by afternoon. Highs peak in the more seasonal upper 80s to lower 90s. More importantly, humidity isn't as high, with dew points in the mid-60s versus yesterday's mid-70s. Breezes are minimal. Confidence: High
Tonight: Showers and storms start creeping inland from the Atlantic from east to west across the area. A few could reach the area just before dawn. Lows slip to the upper 60s to lower 70s and winds are mainly calm. Confidence: Medium-High
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...
Tomorrow (Friday): Intermittent showers and storms are likely moving uncharacteristically from southeast to northwest. Tropical moisture is in good supply, so there's the potential for some areas -- especially along and east of Interstate 95 -- to see over an inch of rain; but amounts farther west may decrease substantially. All the rain and clouds should give us a real break in the heat with highs only in the upper 70s to lower 80s. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Scattered showers and a few storms linger through the night with lows again in the upper 60s to lower 70s. Confidence: Medium-High
Showers and isolated storms should become more limited as Saturday progresses. Rain chances will tend to be higher in our eastern areas. Heat is definitely knocking on the door as it begins pushing back into the area from the west. Highs climb to the upper 80s to lower 90s with moderately high humidity. Overnight lows settle in the upper 60s to mid-70s. Confidence: Medium
The heat steadily builds back in with highs Sunday in the low to mid-90s, and Monday in the mid- to upper 90s. Dew points are near 70, making it feel even hotter. With this much heat, an isolated storm or two could pop up late afternoon/evening either day. Lows range through the 70s. Confidence: Medium
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Baltimore bridge-collapse survivor recalls moment he plunged into river
Julio Cervantes Suarez recounted the March tragedy, which killed six construction workers, to NBC News in his first interview.
By Hau Chu | 2024-07-11

The wreckage of the collapsed Key Bridge and the Dali cargo ship are seen from Fort Armistead Park in Baltimore on April 25. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post) 


Julio Cervantes Suarez was sitting in his truck in the early hours of March 26, with six other construction workers in their own vehicles, as they took a break from fixing potholes on Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge.
Then the 985-foot container ship Dali slammed into one of the bridge's support pillars. The 37-year-old saw his co-workers vanish into the Patapsco River below.
After his own vehicle plunged into the water, Cervantes Suarez said he was unable to open any doors and had to manually roll down the windows to escape. He said he scaled a slab of concrete from the wreckage and waited for rescue workers.
Cervantes Suarez, one of two survivors, recounted the tragic incident to NBC News in his first interview. The footage aired Wednesday.
In the interview, Cervantes Suarez recalled searching for the other workers.
"I started to call out to each one of them by name," he said in Spanish. "But no one answered me."
He said Carlos Daniel Hernandez, his nephew whom he considered a son, was the first to fall.
Hernandez, 24, was one of six victims, including Jose Mynor Lopez, 37; Maynor Suazo Sandoval, 38; Dorlian Ronial Castillo Cabrera, 26; Miguel Luna, 49; and Alejandro Hernandez Fuentes, 35.
Cervantes Suarez told NBC that he didn't think he would survive the fall.
"I thanked God for [the] family he gave me," he said. "I asked him to take care of my wife and kids. And I asked for forgiveness for everything I've done."
Cervantes Suarez, who told NBC that he still has physical pain, said he's haunted by the fact that he had told Hernandez to go to his car and rest.
"If I had told him to come with me, maybe it would have been different. Maybe he would be here with us," Cervantes Suarez told the network.
Federal investigators are still scrutinizing the cause of the crash, which halted most trade at the Port of Baltimore and raised questions about whether federal and state authorities are prepared to prevent similar disruptions. The FBI has a separate, ongoing criminal investigation into whether the Dali's crew knew of serious system problems before setting out.
Cervantes Suarez said he wants all responsible parties to "pay for the damage they have done," including to the family of Hernandez Fuentes, his brother-in-law. But, he told NBC, nothing can bring back what his family and others lost overnight.
"Because I know that money is not going to buy a hug from a father or a son," he said.
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Updated forecast: Storms depart ushering in less hot weather 
Storms could produce damaging winds and even an isolated tornado. They will help lower the heat Thursday.
By Jason Samenow, Ian Livingston, Jeffrey Halverson | 2024-07-11
9:00 p.m. -- Storms weaken and push off to the east; temperatures fall into upper 70s and low 80s
The storms have dramatically weakened while pushing eastward and the severe thunderstorm watch has been discontinued.
Very little severe weather was reported as these storms came through. Here are some the peak wind gusts that were reported:

Backlit clouds in the wake of storms Wednesday evening. (Kit Case)


Rainfall amounts were highly variable and probably unsatisfactory for many considering the drought conditions. The heaviest totals were in our southwest suburbs where a few spots saw 0.5 to 1.0 inches; otherwise amounts were generally less than 0.2 inches.
Temperatures did cool off significantly after the rain came through, dropping from the low 90s to the upper 70s and low 80s.
This is our final update for tonight. Scroll down for the forecast through tomorrow and enjoy the beautiful rainbow picture below.
8:15 p.m. -- Storms pushing east of Interstate 95, heaviest in Charles County
For the most part, the storms this evening haven't been particularly intense but continue to unleash some downpours, lightning and a few strong wind gusts. They're currently stretching from just east of Columbia through the District into Charles County.
The most intense storm activity is located in western Charles County and will progress northeast toward La Plata and Waldorf over the next 45 minutes.
As the storms continue progressing east of I-95, they should reach the Chesapeake Bay between 9 and 9:30 p.m.
The storms have helped temperatures cool off by about 15 degrees and heat alerts have been discontinued. Most places west of the District are now the upper 70s after being above 90 before the storms. They're also producing beautiful rainbows in their wake.
We'll post a final update between 9 and 9:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m. -- Storms entering the Beltway area; locally strong wind gusts possible along with heavy rain
Storms containing heavy rain, lightning and some pockets of strong winds stretch from near Germantown through much of central Fairfax County to Dale City in Prince Willliam County. Radar suggests some of the gustiest winds near McLean and also Gaithersburg.
The entire line will pass through the Beltway area over the next hour offering some needed rain but also dangerous lightning and potential for a few damaging wind gusts over 50 mph. Head inside when you hear thunder. The storms should reach areas east of the Beltway around 8 p.m. and the Chesapeake Bay closer to 9 p.m.
Perhaps the best part of the storms is that they'll lower temperatures as they pass.
We'll post another update around 8:15 p.m.
6:45 p.m. -- Storms approaching Beltway area; severe storm warning for Manassas, Centreville, Oakton, Fairfax and Burke
Radar shows a strong line of storms from near Ashburn in Loudoun County south through Gainesville and Nokesville in Fauquier County. These storms are moving northeast at 45 mph and will pass through the immediate D.C. area over the next one to two hours. It should move inside the Beltway around 7:30 p.m. and reach our eastern suburbs around 8 p.m.
The most intense activity is heading into Manassas and toward Fairfax, where a severe thunderstorm warning is in effect until 7:30 p.m. Wind gusts could reach 60 mph in this zone.
We'll post another update around 7:30 p.m.
5:45 p.m. -- Storms building to the southwest of Washington -- will probably sweep through area next few hours
A strong line of thunderstorms is developing from around Warrenton to just east of Charlottesville and is heading to the northeast. In fact, a severe thunderstorm warning was just issued for central Fauquier County, including Warrenton, until 6:15 p.m, for potentially damaging wind gusts.
These storms have developed a little ahead of schedule and should affect our western and southwestern suburbs over the next hour or so and then move into the immediate area between 7 and 8 p.m.
We'll post another update in about an hour or earlier if necessary.
Original article from around 2 p.m.
The combination of heat and humidity has pushed heat indexes over 105 for the third straight day in the D.C. area. The steamy air could fuel some severe thunderstorms in the region Wednesday evening.
The National Weather Service has issued a severe thunderstorm watch until 10 p.m. This means ingredients are in place for severe storms and that you should remain weather-aware. While severe storms are not a guarantee for any particular location, any that develop could produce damaging winds in addition to heavy rain and lightning. There's also a small chance of a tornado in the region. If a severe thunderstorm warning is issued for your location, seek shelter immediately.
The storms will bring much-needed rain where they hit and help lower the heat and humidity some on Thursday.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through Tonight: A broken line of storms approaches from the west as we head into evening. It should reach the Interstate 95 corridor around sunset. Although it should pass quickly, brief torrential rain, lightning and perhaps some wind damage or an isolated tornado are all possible as it passes. With clearing behind the storms, lows range from near 70 to the mid-70s.

Zone under a severe thunderstorm watch. (NWS)


View the current weather at The Washington Post.
Tomorrow (Thursday): Somewhat lower humidity moves in behind the weak cold front inciting the storms. Sunshine is dominant as highs probably reach for 90 and into the low 90s.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram.
Storms could produce a tornado or two: The weather system affecting our region Wednesday afternoon and evening includes the remnants of Hurricane Beryl passing to our north, which have already spawned tornadoes in New York state. Typically we are cautious with the approach of the swirling wind fields in these larger systems. This tends to increase the wind shear (change in wind speed and direction) in the lower atmosphere, and can help organize small pockets of enhanced spin in thunderstorms. We think the tendency for weak tornadoes is greatest toward the Mason-Dixon Line and Pennsylvania in particular, but we cannot rule out a quick twister closer to Washing
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Gov. Wes Moore seeks $150M in budget cuts to pay for child care, health care
The Maryland Democrat pitches the cuts just 10 days after the fiscal year started, citing fears that key priorities will run out of cash.
By Erin Cox | 2024-07-10

Helene Grady, Maryland Gov. Wes Moore's budget chief, discusses the administration's $63.1 billion budget plan for the state during a news conference, Jan. 20. (Brian Witte/AP)


Maryland Gov. Wes Moore proposed $150 million worth of targeted cuts to state spending on Wednesday to finance a child-care subsidy program he has championed and to cover unpredictable Medicaid expenses, his administration said.
The cuts, proposed just 10 days into the new budget year, siphon spending from five agencies and also draw down 10 percent of a state savings account earmarked for specific projects.
Moore, a rising figure in the Democratic Party, was elected on big promises to "leave no one behind" but faced a budget situation unlikely to finance them.
The Maryland Board of Public Works, a three-member panel composed of Moore, the state treasurer and the state comptroller, is scheduled to vote on the cuts to the state's $57.7 billion budget next week.
The reductions proposed Wednesday affect local health departments, planned raises for public defenders, a drone security program for the Port of Baltimore and an urban forestry program, among other projects. The Moore administration characterized those budget items as enhanced spending that he decided to slow down to funnel cash to higher priorities.
"By increasing state investments in health care and childcare, we will ensure that we elevate our communities, help Marylanders participate in our economy and stimulate long-term growth," Moore wrote in a Baltimore Sun opinion piece announcing the cuts Wednesday morning. "And on top of that, today's proposed changes to the state budget won't cut a penny for critical priorities, from transportation to K-12 education."
Enrollment exploded in the state's child-care subsidy program over the past two years, prompting the governor to try to tamp down costs by implementing a co-pay for most families.
At the time, some Democrats criticized the move as balancing the state's budget "on the backs of working families," but ultimately the co-pay Moore said was necessary to the program's sustainability took effect this summer.
Under the program, a family of four earning $126,000 or less can qualify for state help with child care at a certified provider. Roughly 24,000 children were enrolled when Moore took office in January 2023 and more than 40,800 were enrolled as of this June, exceeding the state's expectations.
Moore argued that investing in child-care assistance helps keeps parents in the workforce and benefits the state's economy.
A January economic analysis by Maryland Comptroller Brooke Lierman (D) found that 100,000 women have dropped out of the state's workforce since the start of the pandemic, a rate at least twice as high as the national average. Most of those women were at a peak working age. At the same time, child-care costs rose dramatically in Maryland. Between 2019 and 2023, the average annual cost of child care increased by at least 14 percent and as much as 30 percent, the report found.
State budget employees said they could not estimate how much of the $150 million would be needed for the child-care program vs. paying for unexpectedly high Medicaid costs. In a background briefing with reporters, administration officials said that after seeing both programs would be underfunded, Moore sought cuts early to pay for them.
Maryland has seen Medicaid enrollment remain near pandemic peaks even as states wind down blanket enrollment policies enacted during the pandemic. Just under 1.7 million of Maryland's roughly 6.1 million people are enrolled in the health-care program for lower-income people, state officials said. Budget experts' predictions for Medicaid were wrong on two counts: more people have remained enrolled and the cost per person is higher.
Republican leaders, who have a General Assembly minority, offered a mixed review of the proposed cuts. House Minority Leader Jason C. Buckel (R-Allegany) noted in a statement that after increases "in taxes and fees over the last year and a half, we applaud the Governor's actions to not increase spending or taxes in this instance." He added: "However, it is important to note these are not true budget cuts -- they are essentially a diversion of funds from other priorities rather than really saving any money for future budget shortfalls."
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After 4-month trial, jury finds 3 men guilty in killing of 13-year-old
Malachi Lukes, 13, was walking with his friends to play basketball when he was fatally shot in 2020. A jury on Wednesday found three men guilty of his killing.
By Keith L. Alexander | 2024-07-11

Thirteen-year-old Malachi Lukes, right, was fatally shot in March 2020 in the District's Shaw neighborhood. (Melissa Laws/Sudi West)


A D.C. Superior Court jury late Wednesday convicted three men of first-degree murder and other charges in a series of shootings that injured 10 people and culminated in the killing of a 13-year-old, who was walking to play basketball with a group of friends in the Shaw neighborhood of Northwest Washington.
The brazen Sunday afternoon shooting of Malachi Lukes, a Cardozo Education Campus student, gripped the nation's capital as authorities determined the shooters -- members of a neighborhood street gang -- only targeted Malachi and his friends because they lived in the area. The crew, authorities said, was seeking vengeance against anyone from the neighborhood on behalf of a fellow gang member who was fatally shot a year earlier.
During the four-month trial, prosecutors tied Malachi's murder to a turf war, saying members of a neighborhood crew shot at the youngster and his friends because they happened to be walking where the crew's rivals were known to gather. The bullet that claimed Malachi's life pierced his neck four days before his 14th birthday. One of his friends was shot in the leg.
In all, prosecutors charged the three men in nearly a dozen other shootings between Feb. 18 and March 1, 2020, when Malachi was killed. The jury spent nearly five weeks deliberating before convicting Tyiion Freeman, 24, of Northwest Washington; Koran Jackson, 23, of Southeast Washington; and Stephen Nelson, 33, of Hyattsville, Md. Federal prosecutors cast the string of shootings as retaliation for the 2019 shooting death of 19-year-old Tahlil Byrd near the Shaw Metro station, not far from where Malachi was killed.
"These men were hunting. They were looking for enemies. And they found them, in a 13-year-old," Assistant U.S. Attorney Michelle Jackson said in her closing arguments weeks earlier. "A 13-year-old that posed no threat to these grown men."
Defense lawyers for the men asserted that prosecutors had no DNA, eyewitnesses or video evidence tying their clients to the shootings; prosecutors argued that an avalanche of text messages leading up to and following the shooting, as well as video surveillance footage, identified the men as responsible.
Jurors listened to more than 100 witnesses and viewed more than 1,000 pieces of evidence at trial before evaluating the more than 40 charges, including first-degree murder, conspiracy, gang and weapons counts.
Seated next to their attorneys Wednesday, none of the men showed reactions as the guilty verdicts were read. The men face a maximum sentence of life in prison. Sentencing is scheduled for September.
Freeman's attorney told Judge Rainey Brandt that his client wants to be sentenced under the District's Youth Rehabilitation Act, a controversial city law that gives individuals 25 years of age or younger at the time of their crime a chance to receive a lighter sentence and have their criminal records sealed should they successfully complete probation.
During the trial, prosecutors alleged that Freeman shot at the group from the back seat of a stolen silver Kia Soul with two other shooters in the vehicle. Koran Jackson, prosecutors argued, was the driver. Prosecutors said Nelson helped provide the weapons and then disposed of them after the shooting that killed Lukes. He was not there that day, prosecutors said, but he faces a potential life sentence.
During closing arguments, Malachi's mother, Melissa Laws, sat in the second row of the courtroom, tears streaming down her face as prosecutors played body-camera footage that showed officers trying to revive the youth as he lay in an alley off the 600 block of S Street NW. None of Malachi's friends were able to identify the shooters, telling detectives that a car sped by them and began firing.
On the first day of the trial, Laws told the jury she named her youngest child after the last book of the Old Testament as a symbol of a new beginning in her life. He had scored high on his eighth-grade placement test and had a summer job lined up, helping film a segment for Real News Camp, a social justice program produced at the Shaw Community Center. Months before the shooting, Malachi appeared in the role of the lion in a production called the "Wizard of Shaw," a play about the influence of go-go music.
Prosecutors said they linked the men to the shootings through cellphone location data, text messages in which they discussed purchasing and disposing of the firearms, social media posts, and rap lyrics that prosecutors said referred to the shooting.
Prosecutor Michelle Jackson repeatedly referred to Freeman as the "recording secretary" of the group, showing the jury numerous text messages between Freeman and the other men that prosecutors said detailed the men's decision to collaborate on the shooting. Prosecutors showed videos of the men before and after the shooting that they said revealed the distinctive clothes and sneakers the men were wearing before the shooting, at the time of the shooting and afterward.
Lawyers clashed over the interpretation of physical evidence presented at trial, which prosecutors cast as conclusive and the defense said was flimsy and circumstantial.
Surveillance footage of the shooting was too grainy to identify Freeman, argued his lawyer, Andrew Ain, who said Freeman was not there at the time.
DNA on the steering wheel was linked to co-defendant Koran Jackson, prosecutors argued. But his attorney, Brian K. McDaniel, said the DNA found inside the vehicle only proved that his client was in the vehicle at some point. He argued that his client was not in the vehicle at the time of the shooting.
McDaniel said witnesses did not identify his client as being part of the shooting. But prosecutors said that was because the witnesses identified individuals who got out of the car to shoot. As the driver, Koran Jackson stayed inside the vehicle, they said. While McDaniel acknowledged that Jackson did collect weapons, he said that was because Jackson felt he needed protection in a high-crime area.
Prosecutors also charged two other men, Reginald L. Steele and Aaron Dequan Brown, in the shootings. During the current trial, defense lawyers pushed back on prosecutors' attempts to present the defendants as equally culpable in Malachi's death, pointing to evidence that they said tied the crimes to Steele, not their clients.
In a brief interview, Steele's attorney, Megan Allburn, declined to comment on the other defense attorney's assertions. Both Steele and Brown are incarcerated at the D.C. jail, awaiting a trial date to be set.
As the foreman for the jury of five men and seven women read the guilty verdicts, Laws bent over in her seat with her head in her hands, wiping away tears as another family member rubbed her back.
Outside the courtroom, she hugged and thanked one of the lead D.C. homicide detectives on her son's case.
"I feel so relieved," Laws said. "I feel justice has been served, not just for my son, but for his friends as well."
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Surprised by Tony P's NATO video? He was too.
The 25-year-old Instagram influencer shrugs off the naysayers and says he was happy to help. 
By Joe Heim | 2024-07-10

Anthony Polcari, who goes by Tony P online, high-fives New Mexico Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham (D) during a party at the French ambassador's residence in Washington following the White House correspondents' dinner on April 27. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post) 


A singular question loomed over Washington this week as some of the globe's most powerful leaders gathered for NATO's 75th anniversary summit.
Why in the world was Tony P the face of the security organization's official welcome video?
The mild-mannered 25-year-old D.C. influencer, whose Instagram account promises "cooking, fashion, and adulting tips," was probably not on anyone's shortlist -- or long, long list -- to drop a one-minute video explaining how Washington was the birthplace of NATO and that its 32 member states are working "on the most important security challenges facing our world today, continuing to boost NATO's ability to keep our 1 billion people safe."
A Reddit user was not impressed. "Like what was the point of this?" they wrote. "Is this the only spokesperson DC could find? With all the unemployed international policy folks, this is who we use to do this work?"
A poster on X was puzzled as well, saying, "career diplomats being ousted for a media job by a 25 year old bachelor in dc. what in the world."
To be fair, even Tony P, a.k.a. Anthony Polcari, was surprised.
"They want to work with me? Like, an influencer guy? I couldn't believe it," Polcari said in a phone interview Wednesday. "Really, just -- I'm blown away by it. And, you know, any way I can help was just really cool for me."
Polcari, who said he wasn't paid for the video, is one of several dozen social media influencers invited by NATO, the Defense Department and the State Department to be a part of the high-level summit. As the alliance faces growing questions about its future, it wants to better explain its mission and bolster its image with young people who may have only a vague understanding of why it was formed.
Polcari said NATO reached out to his agent a few weeks ago. After he got over the shock of the request, he read the short script and jumped on board. The video was filmed on a blazing hot June day in front of various Washington landmarks as Polcari, boiling in a dark blue suit, delivered his lines without letting anyone see him sweat.
He thinks he may have been asked because he has become a more visible face in the District as his Instagram following -- where he chronicles his bachelor life in aggressively inoffensive videos -- has swelled from about 2,000 people a year or so ago to more than 200,000.
"They wanted someone who could showcase D.C., who was an influencer, you know, in the D.C. space," Polcari said. As if on cue, a woman in the background could be heard yelling out, "Tony P!"
But not all of his Instagram followers were pleased with his new tie to NATO.
"I hate this so much," one wrote. Another posted a vomit emoji.
On X there were more jabs:
"God, this is embarrassing. You got to be kidding me ..."
"Congratulations! This is the worst thing I've ever seen!"
"D.C. really needs better local celebrities."
Polcari shrugs off the naysayers.
"There's some people saying that I'm one of those hated influencers in D.C. That's just not true," Polcari said. "It's funny, the fact that people will take time out of their day to crap on me for doing a NATO video made me kind of laugh. Because I use the old line from the show 'Mad Men': 'I'm not thinking about you, but you're thinking about me.'"
Negativity has no place in Tony P's world.
"I want to create a space for fun and positivity where people can come together," he texted after the interview.
Just like NATO.
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Woman killed by falling tree limb in D.C. park, authorities say
D.C. officials said that its experts planned to open up the tree and try to see if something was wrong on the inside.
By Michael Brice-Saddler, Meagan Flynn | 2024-07-11

Work crews clear the area where a fallen tree limb killed a woman at Garfield Park in Southeast Washington on Wednesday. (Meagan Flynn/The Washington Post)


A woman was killed Wednesday morning after being struck by a large tree limb that fell in a Southeast Washington park, officials said Wednesday, devastating neighbors -- some of whom say they've raised concerns for years about the park's trees.
Vito Maggiolo, a spokesperson for the D.C. Fire and EMS Department, said emergency personnel were called at about 7:30 a.m. to Garfield Park, where they found the tree limb on top of the woman.
"We had to cut through large branches to get to the patient. When we got to them, it was quickly determined that she was deceased," Maggiolo said.
The limb lay at the foot of the massive tree, its leafy branches mangled. By 11 a.m., a tree-cutting crew arrived to begin dismantling the more than 100-year-old swamp white oak, taking chain saws to its canopy and tossing its branches into a wood chipper.
D.C. Council member Charles Allen (D-Ward 6) said he had been briefed by leaders with the city's Parks and Recreation Department and Transportation Department (DDOT). Allen said DDOT, which has an Urban Forestry Division, inspects large trees every three years; he was told Wednesday that this tree was inspected a little less than two years ago and was found to be in good health.
"What they're telling me is there's no indication of a sick and damaged tree," he said. "They had even done some trimming two years ago."
The victim, a woman in her 30s, was a resident of the community, Allen said; he was told she was walking her dog when the incident occurred. Additional information about the victim was not available. After an initial investigation, DDOT officials had still not determined what caused the tree to collapse by late Wednesday afternoon.
"Through our Urban Forestry Division, the District maintains a comprehensive process for the routine inspection and maintenance of all public space trees," acting DDOT Director Sharon Kershbaum said in a statement. "This tree was inspected in May 2022 and determined to be in good condition. Following today's accident, the tree will be immediately removed from Garfield Park and we will reinspect all mature trees in the park by the end of the week. We encourage the public to report any tree concerns to 311. We extend our deepest condolences to the family, friends, and loved ones impacted by this tragic loss."
The vibrant, highly trafficked park is a favorite among neighbors for morning walks and for its tennis courts. Nearby children, including those from Capitol Hill Day School, which sits directly across the street, frequently enjoy its playground, Allen said.
"My understanding is that this was an absolutely horrific tragedy," he added. "This will hit home for a lot of people because of how many people use this park every day. For this woman's friends and family, it's absolutely devastating."
Some neighbors and frequenters of the park on Wednesday told The Washington Post they long had concerns about trees in Garfield Park -- including the tree that snapped.
Muhammad Sinjar, who lives on 1st Street near the park, said he walked through Garfield almost every day to go to the gym. As he passed by Wednesday morning, he looked agape at the scene: "I walk here. Our kids play here," he said.
Another neighbor showed complaints to a reporter that she submitted through 311, worried about "dead tree limbs" on several of the trees -- including some on the other side of the tree that snapped Wednesday -- that she worried could fall on her daughters, who play soccer there. In May 2022, a city official wrote back saying that "the mammoth oak will be pruned on a routine (inside 9-month) timeframe."
In another tree complaint in 2021, the neighbor wrote that the wait seemed too long. "My concern is that waiting up to 9 months to remove potentially dangerous tree limbs could mean someone could get hurt in the interim," she wrote to city officials.
While DDOT noted it last inspected this specific tree in 2022, the oak also got some care last fall ahead of the North American Tree Climbing Championship, which was held in Garfield Park in October. Jeff Inman, an arborist in Richmond who won the climbing competition, said a volunteer crew examined and performed maintenance on the trees ahead of the competition, to make sure they were safe for climbing.
He remembered climbing this tree, he said, and didn't recall noticing anything troublesome about it, though he noted climbers were not using the limb that fell Wednesday. When trees fall or snap, it can be difficult to diagnose what caused it, he said. Sometimes, with trees as old and tall as those in Garfield Park, he said, a limb can grow too heavy for the tree to support any longer. Sometimes there are signs and sometimes there is no warning at all, he said.
"That's the thing with trees as a whole -- what I tend to tell people who don't know as much about trees, is that we can't see into them," said Inman, a risk manager at True Timber Arborists. "They do a fantastic job of trying to seal over old wounds. Their entire role in life is to get as big as possible and live for as long as they can, and the unfortunate thing is because we can't see inside them, we don't often know the structural integrity of these trees."
DDOT said that its experts planned to open up the tree and try to see if something was wrong on the inside.
Wednesday was not the first time a falling tree limb in Garfield Park caused serious harm. In 2011, a man, a teenager and three children playing in the park were injured after a "tree-size" branch from a large oak tree fell on top of the group in what was described as a "freak accident."
As they watched crews chop down the remainder of the tree Wednesday morning in the park, Michael and Norris Jones couldn't believe what happened. The brothers said they grew up playing in this park in the 1950s and '60s, and on Wednesday morning, upon seeing news of the young woman's death, they decided to come back.
They recognized the tree that fell, as well as many others. "They're the same as when we came up," said Norris Jones. "Just older."
The park looked different then -- a lot better, they remembered, before the interstate tore it in half. They played baseball and football here. There was a sandbox and swimming pool, and every August, for 50 years, they held a family reunion in Garfield.
"Probably about 10 years ago, I noticed this tree -- it looked like something was wrong with it. It looked like it was leaning, hanging too much," Norris Jones recalled.
Seeing the news of the tree limb's collapse earlier that morning, Michael Jones said, made him sad for the young woman and her family.
"It was just devastating to find out," he said. "You're just out walking your dog and all of a sudden a big tree branch is falling down on you."
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Extreme heat kills seven as temperatures climb in Washington region
People are being warned to limit outdoor activities and stay hydrated as the region experiences it second-hottest start to the summer on record.
By Kyle Swenson, Emma Uber, Katie Shepherd, Gregory S. Schneider, Jordan Brown, Tamilore Oshikanlu | 2024-07-10

Santos Tejeda cools off at Georgetown Waterfront Park on Tuesday. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Seven people have died as a result of heat in the Washington region, authorities confirmed Wednesday, as blistering temperatures have forced elected officials to cancel public events, close down athletic fields and encourage residents to stay indoors.
Heat indexes have surpassed 100 degrees over a string of consecutive days this week, prompting the National Weather Service to issue heat alerts for the region on three straight days. The heat is predicted to ease somewhat Thursday and Friday before ramping back up over the weekend and next week, setting up another uncomfortable stretch during the region's second-hottest start to the summer on record, according to the Capital Weather Gang.
In the Washington region, the concern running under the steady drumbeat of public warnings and proclamations is that this week's weather may result in more heat-related illness and potential deaths.
"We are encouraging residents to stay hydrated and limit outdoor activities as much as possible," Prince George's County Executive Angela D. Alsobrooks (D) said Friday. "It is also important to check on your family members, friends and neighbors, especially senior citizens, families with young children, people with special needs, or individuals living alone during periods of extreme heat."
In Maryland, six people died of heat-related illnesses, and four of the victims were in Prince George's, according to the Maryland Health Department's weekly Heat-Related Illness Surveillance Report. Two of the deceased were between 45 and 64 years old, while two were older than 65. The two additional deaths were in Anne Arundel County and Baltimore City. The first death occurred in May, and the number of deaths increased in late June.
According to Maryland's data, nine people died because of heat in 2023.
In Montgomery County, officials said county-run libraries, swimming pools, recreation centers and senior centers would remain open during normal operating hours to serve as places to cool off during the day.

Paddlers from a swim team in Northern Virginia prepare to go on the water at Key Bridge Boathouse on Wednesday. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


The county's Department of Transportation will also provide free bottled water on some buses for customers using the Ride On, ExtRa, Flex and Flash bus systems. Homeless shelters will also remain open at all hours.
One resident sweating through these uncomfortable days has been Montgomery County Executive Marc Elrich (D), who has been without air conditioning in his home for almost four weeks while he waits on a replacement part.
"There's nothing like having a house at about 90 degrees at bedtime," he said with a smirk from inside his office at the start of a news conference Wednesday. "It's delightful."
He urged people who need to escape the heat to visit a county library, pool, senior center or recreation center to cool off.
"We've been asking people to please be careful," he said.
In Virginia, the state's Department of Health confirmed that there had been one recent heat-related death but had no further details. The agency reported that 1,681 people visited hospital emergency rooms or urgent-care clinics for heat-related illnesses from May 1 through Tuesday, a more than 115 percent increase compared with last year.
Heat-related emergencies peaked Saturday, when 111 people visited Virginia emergency departments, but Tuesday was a close second with 105 incidents, according to agency data.
Christian Martinez, a spokesman for Virginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R), said the governor is monitoring the situation statewide.
"Governor Youngkin continues to engage across multiple secretariats and state agencies actively collaborating with our federal and local partners to assess conditions and provide guidance to Virginians, enabling local governments and families to implement appropriate measures to ensure the safety of Virginians across the Commonwealth," Martinez said in a written statement.
Virginia is also bracing for a potential drought. Last month, the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality issued a drought warning for the Northern Virginia region -- including the counties of Fauquier, Loudoun, Prince William, Arlington and Fairfax -- as well as for seven counties in the Shenandoah region.
The warning means that a significant heat-related drought is "imminent," according to the advisory.
The Virginia Drought Monitoring Task Force, which consists of state and federal officials in environmental quality, weather, agriculture and health, found that stream flows were at or below 25 percent of normal levels in every region of the state, while groundwater levels were declining in the northern, central and eastern regions. Water levels at monitoring wells were extremely low -- below 5 percent of normal -- in Northern Virginia, Shenandoah, Roanoke, the New River in the southwest and the York-James River area of the peninsula.
Reservoir levels were normal, but the department said it was working on drought-response plans with officials around the state. The announcement encouraged residents to "protect water supplies by minimizing water use, monitoring drought conditions and detecting and repairing leaks."
Weedon Cloe, a drought expert at Virginia's Department of Environmental Quality, said this year's heat and drought-like conditions are somewhat earlier than last year's "but not outside the range of observations over the years."
To ease the drought, "we really just need some rain to fall to alleviate the soil moisture deficits, to recharge the groundwater, and to put some water flow back in the streams and fields, particularly for farmers in the Shenandoah Valley area," Cloe said.
In the District, no heat-related deaths have been reported so far, according to a spokesperson from DC Health.
The city is hosting leaders from around the globe for the NATO summit this week, and police are already working extended 12-hour shifts through the end of this week to maintain road closures and security measures tied to the event, according to D.C. police spokesman Tom Lynch. However, he says, the heat has not caused the department to cancel any events or change its posture.

A pedestrian walks past security in Washington on Wednesday for the NATO summit. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


"We are taking great care to get water and cooling opportunities to our officers, particularly those standing on posts surrounding the [NATO] summit. But other than that, our stance remains steady," Lynch wrote in a text message.
Downtown, people hurried into buildings with a sigh of relief as they felt the cool burst of air conditioning inside. Many fanned themselves profusely, seeking any sliver of shade for protection from the sun.
Near the White House, Secret Service members stood behind the tall black fences lining 15th Street NW, wiping sweat from their brows and tugging at their heavy vests. The street vendors who had been hawking water and ice cream since early that morning sought shelter under the scaffolding of a nearby building under construction.
Some workers, however, had little choice but to brave the heat. George Brown, a 50-year-old postal worker, remained positive. Even at the peak of the day at 12:30 p.m., Brown said, he tried to focus on the little moments that make his day more pleasant, such as enjoying a rare "nice breeze" during what he described as a pretty hot day even for him.

Roofers contend with high temperatures on a home Wednesday in Hagerstown. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


As beads of sweat dripped down his face, Brown, who has worked in the Postal Service for over 30 years, brushed off the heat, saying it's important not to "overthink it, where you're like, 'Oh, God, it's so hot.'"
Brief relief arrived just before 3 p.m. as clouds covered the blazing sun for a few moments, and drops of rain fell.
The humidity, however, continued to pound construction crews at work Wednesday afternoon outside the National Museum of Women in the Arts.
Jose Hernandez, 54, said he and the crew managed the heat by drinking lots of water and Gatorade.
The crew will occasionally cut back its hours on hot days, Hernandez said. But Wednesday was not one of those days. They had been out on 13th and H streets NW since 6 a.m.
"Today's not too bad," Hernandez said. On hot days like this, Hernandez said, sometimes "you have to do whatever you have to do."
Jenny Gathright, Lateshia Beachum, Jasmine Hilton and Jason Samenow contributed to this report.
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Maryland officials push Congress to fully fund Key Bridge rebuilding
Lawmakers from Maryland urged Congress to cover the full cost of rebuilding Baltimore's Key Bridge, as some Republicans raised questions about funding levels Wednesday.
By Michael Laris | 2024-07-10

A ship passes by the remnants of Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge on June 11. (Jahi Chikwendiu/The Washington Post)


Maryland officials on Wednesday urged Congress to pass legislation covering the full cost of rebuilding Baltimore's Francis Scott Key Bridge, telling senators that such certainty will help speed construction of a vital East Coast connector.
Their appeals came as the top Republican on the Senate's Environment and Public Works Committee, Shelley Moore Capito (W.Va.), raised questions about whether it is "equitable" for Congress to guarantee Maryland 100 percent reimbursement when many other states only have 80 or 90 percent of their emergency costs covered.
Capito probed the state's ability to pay the additional funds on its own, noting that the new Key Bridge will again be tolled, providing a revenue stream. She also pressed Shailen Bhatt, who heads the Federal Highway Administration, on what standard determines which states get reimbursed at which rates.
"I think it is [the] scope and scale of a disaster that would ... overwhelm state and local agencies' ability to respond," Bhatt said.
The exchanges underscored the complexities of President Biden's pledge, 10 days after the bridge was destroyed by an errant container ship on March 26, that he intended to have "the federal government cover the cost of rebuilding this entire bridge -- all of it."
Sen. Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.) argued that "it has been a tradition in the United States of America of providing 100 percent support for states that have undergone this kind of tragedy." Van Hollen, a member of the Senate Appropriations Committee, added that "we have been there for other states during their times of need, and we really hope every state represented in the Senate will be with us right now."
Maryland's other Democratic senator, Ben Cardin, noted that the federal government fully covered rebuilding costs under an emergency Transportation Department program after Interstate 35W collapsed in Minneapolis in 2007 and after Hurricane Irma hit Florida in 2017.
Last month, the Biden administration asked Congress to give an additional $3.1 billion to a U.S. Transportation Department program that funds emergency projects such as the Key Bridge replacement. Capito said the program is currently "drastically short of the funding necessary" for the 130 eligible events in 38 states and territories. Separately, Cardin and members of Congress representing Maryland on both sides of the aisle have introduced legislation providing for 100 percent of the funding for the new bridge.
State officials have estimated the span, which they want open by October 2028, will cost between $1.7 billion and $1.9 billion.
Cardin said the federal government will be reimbursed using funds Maryland receives from insurance on the bridge and any damages from the firms responsible for the container ship Dali.
"There is at least very serious evidence that there could be wrongdoing in the manner in which the vessel was handled, which could bring in substantial funds," Cardin said.
A lawyer representing the ship's owner, Grace Ocean Private Ltd., and its operator, Synergy Marine, declined to comment. The companies have moved in court to sharply limit their potential liability.
Cardin said that including the $350 million in insurance on the bridge, the amount the federal government will eventually get back "will far exceed the 10 percent" in additional funding Maryland is seeking.
The bridge money is a top priority for the state, which saw the Baltimore region take an economic hit of about $1.2 billion following the disaster.
Last week, Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) said that during the previous week he had "personally met with over 100 leaders in the White House and on Capitol Hill to talk about the way forward," working to build a bipartisan consensus for full funding.
"Our focus on getting this done is not about nostalgia. It's about necessity," Moore said last week, adding that the original span was "absolutely essential for the full, complete operations for the Port of Baltimore to exist, because so many materials actually needed the bridge" to reach the port.
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After firing Gregg Berhalter, U.S. Soccer can't miss on its next coach 
The stakes are high for Matt Crocker, who is tasked with finding a new U.S. men's national team coach as the 2026 World Cup looms.
By Steven Goff | 2024-07-11

"Personally, I know it's been a difficult week for everybody attached to U.S. Soccer," Matt Crocker told a handful of reporters on a video call on Wednesday. "It's a real difficult decision." (Candice Ward/Getty Images) 


Matt Crocker knows he has to get it right this time.
The U.S. Soccer Federation's sporting director was barely a month into the job last summer when he chose to rehire Gregg Berhalter as men's national soccer team coach. It was a surprising decision, given the baggage Berhalter brought with him after a messy end to his first term and the danger of things growing stale after four years in charge.
But Crocker, a Welshman who came to the USSF with extensive experience in English soccer, ran the candidates through a battery of managerial, statistical and psychological tests before deciding no change was necessary.
In the past year, Berhalter continued his regional success but struggled to take the U.S. team to the next level, as vividly demonstrated with its first-round exit in Copa America this summer.
The music stopped on Berhalter's second dance Wednesday when Crocker announced he had fired him with two years left on his contract.

Gregg Berhalter, who led the U.S. men's national team at the 2022 World Cup, was fired Wednesday. (Hector Vivas/Getty Images) 


"It's been a difficult week," Crocker told a handful of reporters on a video call. "Personally, I know it's been a difficult week for everybody attached to U.S. Soccer. It's a real difficult decision."
But an inevitable one. As badly as he wanted this arrangement to work out, Crocker was not going to get much more out of the team with Berhalter in charge. The young U.S. team had made considerable strides in Berhalter's first term, rebounding from the failed 2018 World Cup cycle to advance to the 2022 tournament's knockout phase.
Using Copa America as a gauge for global progress, the Americans had not gotten any better.
Now it falls on Crocker to find the proper replacement. This time, he can't miss the mark. Too much is at stake. The next World Cup -- to be staged primarily at U.S. stadiums, along with some Mexican and Canadian venues -- is less than two years away. That might seem like a long time, but with no competitions close to Copa America's level, a new coach will need to instill his beliefs and install his tactics in regional tournaments and friendlies.
How will this search differ from last year's?
"I'm 12 months into the program," Crocker said. "Now I've been in the environment a lot, both on the men's side and on the women's side, primarily because we've made some significant changes in both of those programs in the last 12 months. I'm a lot clearer and a lot more confident in what I see ... on what I think we need going forward."
Crocker added, "I think now I'm in a better place to have a much more of a targeted search, where I'll be more inclined to go hard and go early with specific candidates that I feel meet the criteria that we're looking for."

The young U.S. team had made considerable strides in Gregg Berhalter's first term but faltered this summer. (Hector Vivas/Getty Images) 


Crocker seems to have gotten it right on the women's side. Following that team's historically early exit from the 2023 World Cup in Australia and New Zealand, coach Vlatko Andonovski stepped down.
Crocker subsequently hired Emma Hayes, highly decorated at Chelsea FC and highly regarded in global circles. Hayes's appointment was seen by many as a coup for the U.S. program, even if it meant waiting six months for her to take the helm this summer as she completed her Chelsea tenure.
The U.S. women have a fresh energy and excitement entering the Olympics, though expectations are tempered as both the coach and newcomers gain their footing. In the big picture, Hayes's target is the 2027 World Cup in Brazil.
The USSF made Hayes the highest-paid women's coach in the world and put her on financial par with Berhalter. Would such equity efforts limit what Crocker could offer a men's coach?
"My job is to get the best head coach to take this program forward," he said. "I know it's a really competitive market out there salary-wise and we have to be competitive to get the level of coach I believe can take the program forward. I'm also really conscious of [the] need to continue to drive for higher standards and equality. But I don't think that's going to be a stumbling block in terms of our investment."

Matt Crocker hired Emma Hayes after the U.S. women's disappointing 2023 World Cup. (David Zalubowski/AP Photo) 


The men's program, Crocker believes, will benefit from new perspective. The program is loaded with potential in the form of young players employed by European clubs competing in top leagues. The 2026 World Cup comes around when many of those players should be hitting their prime.
Crocker will need to hire someone who will tinker with the tactics and personnel that, while aggressive in theory, produced five goals in the past five matches. He'll need to hire someone who runs a deep analysis of the talent pool and perhaps turn to players who have been overlooked.
So where will Crocker turn? Even before the Berhalter announcement, he had begun exploring options, though no names were shared Wednesday. Online fan chatter about former Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp seems fantastical. MLS coaches are deep in the season. European club coaches are opening training camps. Some coaches at the European Championship and Copa America might be looking for work.

Former Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp has been the subject on online fan chatter amid the coaching change. (Kirsty Wigglesworth/AP Photo) 


Coaches deeply entrenched in club soccer -- which involves match preparations and roster building round-the-clock -- are like cooks in a chaotic kitchen. International work is a slow boil.
Crocker will need to find the right chef.
"I just want to get the best coach possible that can help the team win, and whether they're from the U.S. or elsewhere, they've got to fit the profile, which is a serial winning coach, somebody that can continue to develop this potential group of players, somebody that's got a huge interest and a passion for player development," Crocker said. "It continues to be still a young group ... but also a group that now is sort of in the realms of having a number of apt experiences that we should be getting out of the group. That's going to be my intention."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/07/11/usmnt-next-coach-matt-crocker/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Gregg Berhalter is fired as U.S. men's coach after Copa America flop
Berhalter, 50, had more than two years left on his contract but paid the price for the team's disappointing performance this summer.
By Steven Goff | 2024-07-11

Gregg Berhalter coached the U.S. men's national team at the 2022 World Cup but will not continue with the squad. (William Purnell/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Gregg Berhalter is out as the U.S. men's national soccer team's coach -- one year after his surprising reappointment, nine days after the Copa America flop and less than two years before the next World Cup.
The U.S. Soccer Federation announced Wednesday night that Berhalter had been fired and sporting director Matt Crocker had begun the search for a replacement. Berhalter had more than two years left on his contract but paid the price for the team's disappointing performance this summer.
"At the senior level, we've got to win," Crocker said in an interview with a group of reporters. "We know winning is the yardstick, and we didn't do that."
Berhalter, 50, had a 44-17-13 record in a tenure that ran from late 2018 through the 2022 World Cup in Qatar -- where his team went unbeaten in group play and lost to the Netherlands in the round of 16 -- and resumed last summer following an investigation of a domestic assault incident that occurred when he was a college student and a rift with a player's parents.

Gregg Berhalter and the U.S. men made an early exit at Copa America. (Julio Cortez/AP)


"The Copa America result is extremely disappointing and I take full responsibility for our performance," Berhalter said in a statement. "Our approach and process was always focused on the 2026 World Cup and I remain confident this group will be one of the great stories in 2026."
Crocker, a Welshman who joined the USSF in April 2023, said he hopes to fill the position before friendlies against Canada on Sept. 7 in Kansas City, Kan., and New Zealand on Sept. 10 in Cincinnati.
"We are looking for a serial winning coach, a coach that can also build on the work that has already been put in place," Crocker said. "Clearly, there's still a lot of potential within the group, and we have to turn that into performance and results."
Domestic-based candidates to replace Berhalter could include Los Angeles FC's Steve Cherundolo, a former standout U.S. defender, and the Columbus Crew's Wilfried Nancy, a Frenchman who won the MLS Cup last year in his first season with the team and earned praise for his tactics and management style.
If the USSF thinks really big, it could try to persuade Jurgen Klopp to return to coaching after a celebrated nine-year tenure guiding Liverpool. A return to the sideline, however, would probably be in European club soccer, where he would command a massive contract.
At Liverpool, Klopp earned more than $50 million annually in salary and other guarantees. In the USSF's most recent tax filing (2022), Berhalter made about $2.3 million, including $900,000 in bonuses after the World Cup.
The decision by Crocker to rehire Berhalter last year came after Berhalter's contract had expired following the 2022 World Cup. It also came amid a messy situation involving midfielder Gio Reyna's parents and an investigation into Berhalter kicking his now-wife during an argument when they were attending the University of North Carolina.
With arguably the most talented roster in program history, the U.S. team this year continued to fare well in regional competition but stumbled under this summer's bright lights. Expected to advance to Copa America's knockout stage, the Americans were eliminated in group play after losing their last two matches, to Panama and Uruguay.

Christian Pulisic and the rest of the U.S. men were expected to advance to Copa America's knockout stage. (Eduardo Munoz/Agence France-Presse/Getty Images)


"There's been progress in the group," Crocker said. "But that progress hasn't translated into enough wins in that tournament, which is pretty critical."
Copa America was the biggest test for the U.S. team leading up to the 2026 World Cup, which will be staged in the United States, Mexico and Canada.
The USSF sees the World Cup as an opportunity for the national team to make breakthrough gains on the field and grow the sport's popularity. The catchphrase used by Berhalter and his players the past year has been "Change soccer in America forever."
The Copa America results were a bitter disappointment to the USSF, which, shortly after the team's elimination, said it would "conduct a comprehensive review." The statement did not cite Berhalter but clearly was directed at a coach who had not gotten the most out of his players.
The U.S. failure came as Canada, under Jesse Marsch, a Wisconsin native, was making a run to the Copa America semifinals. Marsch was a finalist for the U.S. job last year.
Many U.S. players effusively backed Berhalter's return last year, a sentiment that seemed to weigh heavily in Crocker's decision at the time. A former U.S. World Cup defender who had coached in Sweden and MLS, Berhalter established a fresh culture upon his appointment in 2018 and built a promising roster following the program's failure to qualify for the World Cup that year.
He introduced many young players into the program, created a strong bond among the players and staff, and implemented a proactive playing style. Through growing pains, the team qualified for the 2022 World Cup and fielded the youngest starting lineup in Qatar.

The U.S. men lost to Panama and Uruguay in the group stage of Copa America. (Miguel Martinez/Atlanta Journal-Constitution/AP)


As the roster matured -- and players joined prominent European clubs -- expectations soared. The results, though, did not follow this year. The U.S. team did win the Concacaf Nations League for the third consecutive year, extending its dominance over rival Mexico, but in a Copa America tuneup last month, a 5-1 defeat to Colombia was its worst setback in eight years.
In group play, the Americans defeated Bolivia, the worst team in the tournament, but were shorthanded most of the game against Panama after winger Tim Weah received a red card. Still, the U.S. team took the lead and was tied late before conceding the winning goal. Needing to beat Uruguay and receive help in the other group game, the United States lost, 1-0.
Not since the 108-year-old tournament went to a single host country in 1987 had the home team failed to advance. Beyond that indignity, the U.S. squad was not making progress under Berhalter.
"I want to thank the U.S. Soccer Federation for entrusting me to lead this team for the past five years," Berhalter said. "Representing our country is a tremendous honor and I am proud of the identity we have built on and off the field. It was very gratifying watching this team improve over the years and I remain grateful for the lifetime bonds created with our players, coaches and staff members."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/2024/07/11/gregg-berhalter-fired-usmnt-coach/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Thanks, Obama: USA Basketball survives rust, roster drama in exhibition win
With the former president sitting courtside, a star-studded U.S. team beat Canada in its first tune-up before the Paris Olympics.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-07-11

LeBron James finishes an alley-oop with Stephen Curry during the exhibition game between the United States and Canada on Wednesday night in Las Vegas. (Ethan Miller/Getty Images)


LAS VEGAS -- Heavy favorites make for big targets.
The United States men's basketball team found itself entangled in a chaotic mess as it took the court to launch its run to the Paris Olympics: Two stars were injured and missing in action for the opening exhibition; a third was quickly swallowed up by foul trouble; and Grant Hill, the director of USA Basketball, had just faced difficult questions about a last-minute roster change and allegations of sneaker company bias from a snubbed NBA Finals MVP. Meanwhile, the Americans' surprising starting lineup stumbled out of the gate against a pesky rival intent on playing spoiler in front of a glitzy courtside contingent that included former president Barack Obama and dozens of hardwood legends.
The walls easily could have caved in around LeBron James, Stephen Curry and their national team counterparts, but order was quickly restored during the United States' 86-72 victory over Canada at T-Mobile Arena on Wednesday. This was a flawed debut for the gold medal favorites, but one that should be regarded as comforting given the night's off-court distractions, on-court sloppiness and immense expectations.
"It was a slow start, which wasn't surprising," Coach Steve Kerr said. "You could see the rust on the offensive end. A lot of turnovers in that first half, especially. But I love the defensive intensity and the work on the glass. We needed to set a tone for how we want to play, and I think we did that."
In the hours before tip-off, USA Basketball announced Los Angeles Clippers forward Kawhi Leonard would be replaced by Boston Celtics guard Derrick White on the 12-man roster. According to the program's statement, the decision to remove Leonard was jointly reached by USA Basketball, the Clippers and Leonard because of ongoing concerns about his recent knee injury. Hill said Wednesday that he and USA Basketball's coaching staff had evaluated Leonard's play and progress during a four-day training camp before parting with the six-time all-star.
"Ultimately, he was sent home," Hill said, noting the taxing logistics of the month-long Olympic run. "This is a sprint, not a ramp-up. We were open, honest and understanding through it all. Your heart goes out to him. We have to do what's best for the team, protect the team and give ourselves the best opportunity for success. We just felt we had to pivot. We all tried. We gave it a valiant effort."
USA Basketball believed that White, a reliable outside shooter and skilled defender, can fill the same role in Paris that he held during the Celtics' championship run. His case was aided by his previous experience playing in the 2019 FIBA World Cup and his availability on short notice. The 30-year-old guard is expected to join his new teammates in Abu Dhabi, the next stop on their five-game exhibition slate.
Celtics forward Jaylen Brown, however, seemed dissatisfied with the decision. Despite winning NBA Finals MVP and Eastern Conference finals MVP, Brown was passed over by USA Basketball, even though three of his teammates -- Jayson Tatum, Jrue Holiday and White -- are headed to Paris.
Brown had previously criticized Nike, the official apparel supplier of USA Basketball, and its founder, Phil Knight, following the company's decision to part ways with then-Brooklyn Nets star Kyrie Irving following a 2022 antisemitism controversy. On Wednesday, Brown implied on social media that Nike was behind his snubbing: "Nike, this what we doing?" Brown posted.
Hill said that while USA Basketball was "proud of its partners," his focus had been to "put together a team that complements each other, fits and gives us the best opportunity for success."
"One of the hardest things is leaving people off the roster that I'm a fan of and that I look forward to watching throughout the season and playoffs," he added. "Whatever theories that might be out there, they're just that."
Without Leonard and Kevin Durant, who continues to nurse a minor calf injury, Kerr started James, Curry, Holiday, Devin Booker and Joel Embiid against Canada. That lineup, which was designed to counter Canadian guards Shai Gilgeous-Alexander and Jamal Murray, started 0 for 6 from the field and fell into an 11-1 hole. James and Anthony Davis were both on the receiving end of hard fouls from the Canadians, who made up for their lack of size by forcing turnovers and playing aggressively.
Embiid fouled out midway through the third quarter of his national team debut. The 2023 NBA MVP departed with just five points and six rebounds in 12 minutes, a worrisome start for a player who is central to the Americans' ability to match up with international stars such as Nikola Jokic, Giannis Antetokounmpo and Victor Wembanyama.
"This is my first time in FIBA, so I've got to get used to it," Embiid said. "Especially for bigs, as soon as you try to be physical, you get penalized for it. Tonight was one of those nights. I'm a quick learner. I'll adjust."
Curry helped relieve the pressure by hitting a three-pointer midway through the first quarter, and Anthony Edwards came out firing to lead the second unit and help the United States take a 41-33 halftime lead. The Canadians never mounted much of a counterpunch in the third quarter, as the Americans gradually pressed their talent and depth advantages. Curry and James connected on a lob that drew a loud ovation from more than 20,000 fans, and Edwards finished with 13 points to lead all scorers.
"There's a temptation to defer and overthink every possession because everyone can make a play," said Curry, who added 12 points and three assists. "That first unit, we struggled with that. Once we got settled in, everyone got more comfortable as we got deeper into the game."
Obama cheered along throughout the night from a courtside seat near the television broadcasting crew, and dozens of former USA Basketball players -- including Carmelo Anthony, Dwyane Wade, Patrick Ewing, John Stockton, Reggie Miller, Cheryl Miller and Lynette Woodard -- were recognized at midcourt during stoppages in play.

Former president Barack Obama was courtside in Las Vegas on Wednesday night. (Steve Marcus/AP)


With his team on its way to shooting just 7 for 33 (21.2 percent) from outside and losing ground, Canada Coach Jordi Fernandez rested his starters throughout the fourth quarter. As the U.S. stars acknowledged the crowd after dispatching their neighbors to the north, the arena's disc jockey indulged in a victory lap by playing Kendrick Lamar's "Not Like Us" -- a vicious track targeting Canadian rapper Drake.
Though many in the crowd sang along, James and Curry were in a serious and reflective mood now that their Olympic run was officially underway. Both stars praised a motivational address Obama gave to their team Tuesday night: James said the former president is "one of the greatest people this world has ever seen" with a "vision, mind-set and words [that] are always resonating," while Curry described getting "goose bumps" when Obama discussed the unifying power of sports.
A simple mission rose to the surface at the end of a long and complicated day.
"He wants us to win," Curry said of Obama. "That's what the U.S. is known for."
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'Forza!': Lorenzo Musetti maintains an Italian presence at Wimbledon
Musetti beat Taylor Fritz on Wednesday and will next face Novak Djokovic, who advanced to his record-tying 13th Wimbledon semifinal when Alex de Minaur withdrew.
By Ava Wallace | 2024-07-10

Lorenzo Musetti upset American Taylor Fritz to advance to his first Grand Slam semifinal. (Hannah McKay/Reuters)


WIMBLEDON, England -- There is a sound commonly heard this year at Wimbledon, en vogue amid the hushed murmurs and encouraging shouts of "Come on!" and polite applause and sometimes even rowdy applause. It returned again at the start of the fortnight, made it all the way to Day 10 and will stick around for two more days, at least. The sound is far from unfamiliar at the All England Club, but it hasn't been heard this often, for this long, in some time.
That would be the sound of an Italian rallying cry: "Forza!"
Court No. 1 has grown accustomed to its fair share of "Forza!" being hurled from the stands this tournament, as it was Wednesday when No. 25 seed Lorenzo Musetti surprised No. 13 seed Taylor Fritz with a 3-6, 7-6 (7-5), 6-2, 3-6, 6-1 triumph in the quarterfinals that makes him just the fourth Italian man to reach the semifinals at Wimbledon, after Nicola Pietrangeli in 1960, Matteo Berrettini in 2021 and current No. 1 Jannik Sinner last year.
He follows those men and, more recently, his countrywoman Jasmine Paolini, the seventh seed here who on Tuesday defeated American Emma Navarro in straight sets to become the first Italian woman to make a Wimbledon semifinal.
Together, Musetti and Paolini made it so this Wimbledon is just the second time in which an Italian man and woman have reached the semifinals of a Grand Slam -- the first time being when Paolini and Sinner did so at the French Open last month.
Paolini advanced to face Donna Vekic, who will play her first Grand Slam semifinal Thursday in her 43rd major appearance. Elena Rybakina of Kazakhstan will face Barbora Krejcikova of the Czech Republic in the other women's semifinal Thursday following quarterfinal wins Wednesday.
Musetti's prize after his triumph -- which played out in front of Queen Camilla, who walked over from the Royal Box on Centre Court and joined in the wave at one point during the match -- is a meeting with tennis royalty. Novak Djokovic earned a walkover in the other men's quarterfinal Wednesday when Alex de Minaur of Australia withdrew with a hip injury.
The gulf of experience between the two men is wide: Musetti, 22, will contest the first Grand Slam semifinal of his career. Djokovic, 37, will match Roger Federer's record number of appearances in the men's singles semifinals at Wimbledon with his 13th.
"He probably knows better than me the surface and the stadium, for sure," Musetti said, delivering the understatement with a smile.
Musetti has had plenty of time to study the grass over the past 10 days, though that may not be a positive. The Italian's win over Fritz was his second five-set match of the tournament, and he enters Friday's duel having spent 15 hours 53 minutes on court, while Djokovic will be comparatively fresh.
The Serb has spent a snappy 10 hours 6 minutes on court and will have had an extra day to rest the knee that was surgically repaired June 5. He also owns a 5-1 career record against Musetti and most recently came back to beat the youngster after trailing him two sets to one at the French Open -- three years after Djokovic came back to defeat Musetti after the Italian held a two-sets-to-none lead and retired in the fifth set at Roland Garros.
Musetti might actually be looking forward to playing Djokovic on grass for a change.
He was moving well enough Wednesday in a battle that rarely saw Fritz leave the baseline on purpose.
Fritz was competing for his first Grand Slam semifinal berth, too, and he was the hotter player after winning the title at a warmup tournament on grass in Eastbourne, England, heading into Wimbledon. He was seeking to erase the sting of a quarterfinal loss here in 2022, when he fell in a tight five-set marathon against Rafael Nadal, and said he was nervy in the opening set Wednesday.
If he was nervous to start, it wasn't apparent. The 26-year-old from California began strongly, dictating points with fine serving and cracking groundstrokes.
Musetti, to his credit, was trying to employ some variation in his game against Fritz. The Italian is one of the rare players on tour who employs a one-handed backhand, and he's capable of mixing in slices and dropshots and shots that change the shape of a rally, not just the pace.
His touch wasn't deft enough in the first set as he kept sending the ball thwacking into the net tape, but he kept at it. Eventually, it frustrated Fritz.
"That's probably something that I say I found it more, how can I say, worse for the other guys to be having not each shot the same," Musetti said. "Especially with a good baseliner like Taylor, if you play every time flat, I cannot win a point."
Fritz said he was bothered by the wind on Court No. 1 and found it hard to play his power game against Musetti's diverse shot selection. The American said earlier this week that he favors grass because it rewards big hitting instantly, making it worth the risk of unloading maximum power into a single groundstroke.
But between the conditions affecting his serve and the subtle variation of the ball he was getting from Musetti, Fritz couldn't find his groove. Musetti didn't need to play the cleanest match of his career. He just needed to keep Fritz guessing.
"I felt like probably the biggest thing was when I'm playing someone that plays like him, I really need to be able to set up and be able to generate power, really pinpoint where I want to hit the shot," Fritz said. "I have to be very accurate because you're not going to be able to hit the ball as hard off the dead slices."
Fritz will try to regroup at the Paris Olympics, which begin later this month, but said he is slightly worried about an injury he suffered at the French Open that affects him more when he slides on clay than it does when he moves on grass.
He said he has a sports hernia, which commonly occurs in the groin or lower abdominal area.
"It was much better because on grass I'm not sliding," Fritz said. "It's more of an injury that really bothers me when I'm sliding, separating my legs a lot."
As for Musetti, he looks forward to his seventh meeting with Djokovic as a more mature, more experienced and more accomplished player than he was the last time they faced off at the French Open. He called Wednesday's win the best day of his career, a victory he attributed to all of the lessons he has absorbed from losing to players such as Djokovic in the past.
"Probably [those] losses with all big champions made me think, made me work harder," Musetti said. "The win of today is probably the result. I think I can have a chance with [Djokovic] the next round."
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After contentious Copa America semifinal loss, Uruguay players brawl with fans 
Police were called to restore order after postgame tensions boiled over and Uruguay players entered the stands in Charlotte to confront rowdy fans.
By Aaron Credeur | 2024-07-11

Uruguay's Luis Suarez (third from right) has words with members of the Colombian team following Uruguay's 1-0 loss in a Copa America semifinal Wednesday night in Charlotte. (Erik S Lesser/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Anger and violence spilled from the field to the stands Wednesday night in the aftermath of Colombia's 1-0 victory over Uruguay in the Copa America semifinals at Bank of America Stadium in Charlotte.
The postgame scrum -- which included Darwin Nunez and about a dozen of his Uruguayan teammates in the stands, scuffling with fans while beer was being thrown -- followed a tense, physical match that included seven yellow cards and one red. After the whistle, players scuffled at midfield. Tensions then moved to the sideline, then up a stairway and into the crowd.
It took more than 10 minutes for police to arrive on the scene and to restore order. The public address announcer asked for fans to leave the stadium, but several supporters remained.
Uruguay team captain Jose Maria Gimenez said in a postgame interview that the players were trying to protect their family in the stands.
"This is a disaster. Our family is in danger. We had to get into the stands to take out our loved ones with small babies, newborns," he said on the broadcast. "Everything was a disaster. There was not a single police officer. They showed up half an hour later. ...
"Our families are suffering because of some people who have a few drinks and don't know how to drink, who act like children."
Security personnel eventually forced their way through the crowd to separate the players and end the brawl. Conmebol, the governing body that organizes the Copa, said it is investigating the incident.
Colombia, which scored the game's only goal on Jefferson Lerma's header in the 39th minute, held on despite playing the entire second half with 10 men after Daniel Munoz was sent off during first-half stoppage time.
The game's physicality only increased over the second 45 minutes.
Conmebol released a statement after the game saying that it strongly condemns any act of violence that affects the game.
"Our work is based on the conviction that soccer connects and unites us through its positive values," the organization said. "There is no place for intolerance and violence on and off the field."
Uruguay's team will remain in Charlotte to face Canada in the third-place game Saturday.
Colombia will face Lionel Messi and Argentina in the final Sunday evening in Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens, Fla. Colombia won the tournament once, in 2001.
The Associated Press contributed to this report.
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Teen sprinter sues Gatorade over doping ban that cost him an Olympic spot
Issam Asinga, a teenager who once beat Noah Lyles in a race, was elated when Gatorade honored him. Now he says the company is responsible for his banishment.
By Adam Kilgore | 2024-07-11

In a recently filed lawsuit, teen sprinter Issam Asinga says the recovery gummies provided by Gatorade are the reason he later tested positive for a banned substance. (Kirby Lee/USA TODAY Sports via Reuters Con)


The fastest high school sprinter in history is suing Gatorade, claiming the company gave him a fraudulently certified product that contained a banned substance and led to his four-year banishment from track and field, costing him a chance to compete in the Paris Olympics.
Issam Asinga, the Surinamese teenager who set the under-20 world record in the 100 meters, said that when Gatorade honored him as its high school track and field athlete of the year in July 2023, it provided a gift basket that included Gatorade Recovery Gummies. In a lawsuit filed Wednesday, Asinga claims those gummies are the reason he later tested positive for the banned substance GW1516, which led to a four-year ban this May and stripped him of his 100 meters record. The suit further claims the company took measures to protect its reputation, damaging Asinga's in the process.
Asinga filed suit in the Southern District of New York against Gatorade and Pepsi Co., its parent company. He is seeking, according to the lawsuit, to "recoup the millions of dollars he has lost in economic opportunities, as well as compensation for the devastating emotional harm he has suffered."
In an emailed statement, a Gatorade spokesperson said, "The product in question is completely safe and the claims made are false. ... Gatorade products are FDA compliant and safe for athlete consumption, which was validated by the findings of the Athletics Integrity Unit investigation."
Were he eligible, Asinga could have competed for Suriname at the Paris Olympics, earning potentially millions of dollars on a sponsorship deal. Instead, he is banned from the Games and lost his endorsement opportunity. The suspension also will prohibit him from training with or competing for Texas A&M, and despite support so far from his coaches, Asinga believes he could lose his scholarship.
"You're either guilty or you're not," Asinga said in a Zoom interview alongside his lawyers. "I know I'm not, so I've got to chase my dream. I've got two Olympian parents; I was born to run. Am I going to destroy my dream because of something I didn't do, or am I going to keep fighting until the end?"
Asinga grew up in Atlanta, went to a St. Louis boarding school, lived a couple of years in his mother's native Zambia, went to high school in Florida and currently attends Texas A&M. He is the son of track and field Olympians: His mother Ngozi competed for Zambia, and his father Tommy once served as the flag bearer for Suriname.
By the summer of 2023, Asinga had become one of the world's most promising track athletes. That April, he stunned the track world by beating world champion Noah Lyles in a 100-meters race in Florida with a wind-aided time of 9.83 seconds.
Asinga chose to compete under the flag of Suriname. In a Zoom interview Wednesday, as he described the effect of his son's suspension on his home country, Tommy began to cry.
"I felt like I had more of an opportunity to make a difference running for Suriname," Issam Asinga said. "In Suriname, the one thing that's holding them back is the facilities. They don't have someone who can make that difference. I can use whatever I do in my track career to help better this country."
Gatorade named him its 2023 Florida boys track & field player of the year and invited him to a July 11 ceremony in Los Angeles. One month before the ceremony, according to the lawsuit, Asinga took a drug test that came back clean.
"I was honored when they told me to get tested," Asinga said. "I was like, 'Okay, bet!' That's how I know I'm going somewhere."
At a gathering the day before the awards ceremony, Gatorade gave Asinga and other athletes a gift bag that included cherry-flavored Gatorade Recovery Gummies. The container had been stamped as "NSF Certified for Sport." NSF is an independent public health organization.
According to the lawsuit, Asinga's mother texted Issam's coach Gerald Phiri a photo of the ingredient label and asked, "Is this ok to eat[?]"
When Ngozi showed him a picture of the Gatorade logo, Phiri wrote back, "Oh yea these are both fine. Gatorade doesn't make products that are against sporting rules."
For the next two weeks, according to the lawsuit, Asinga took two gummies after his workouts. The Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU), the drug-testing arm of World Athletics, tested him again July 18.
Asinga stopped taking the gummies "on or around" July 25, according to the lawsuit. On July 28, Asinga ran the 100 meters in 9.89 seconds at a meet in Sao Paulo, Brazil. This time, the wind was legal: He had broken the under-20 world record. The AIU tested him again on that day, and that July 28 test would come back clean.
On Aug. 9, 2023, the AIU informed Asinga he had failed the July 18 drug test. Picograms of GW1516 had been detected in his urine. When Asinga received the call, he said, he dropped to his knees in shock.
"It was devastating," Asinga said. "It was the worst day of my life."
Known as cardarine, GW1516 was originally developed as a possible treatment for obesity and alters how the body metabolizes fat, according the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency. It is illegal for use in food or medication. The U.S. Anti-Doping Agency notes in its handbook, "athletes should be aware, however, that dietary supplements may be contaminated with this compound."
Asinga and his lawyer, Paul Greene, who specializes in defending athletes accused of performance-enhancing drug use, compiled a list of foods and supplements he had consumed that could be tested for GW1516. They included the Gatorade gummies.
"We kind of laughed it off," Asinga said. "It was the last thing I would have thought this source would have been in. This brand is something I've looked up to my whole life. Gatorade is a part of sports."
Asinga sent the gummies to the same lab, according to the lawsuit. On Oct. 26, 2023, according to the lawsuit, the lab notified AIU that "preliminary findings" concluded the Gatorade gummies had been contaminated with GW1516.
When a company produces a dietary supplement that requires certification, it makes them in numbered lots so each lot can be tracked in case of contamination. By federal regulation, it must keep samples of each lot.
By AIU protocol, Asinga needed to obtain and submit a sealed bottle of the gummies from the same lot as his: No. 22092117150234. He contacted Gatorade to try to obtain a bottle of gummies from the appropriate lot. In late November 2023, according to the lawsuit, a Gatorade representative texted Asinga, "Okay so bad news, turns out we discontinued the gummies so we don't have any more! ... They may come back but sound[s] like we've had manufacturing issues!"
According to the lawsuit, further testing at the Utah lab confirmed not only the GW1516 contamination in the gummies Asinga had supplied; it also showed the same baseline concentration of GW1516 that had been detected in Asinga's drug test. The chemical codes matched. The lab provided those analytical results to the AIU.
According to the AIU decision, the lab noted "two unusual aspects." There was a "large discrepancy in the findings between the two containers of the Gatorade Recovery Gummies" and the contamination was present on the surface of the gummy rather than uniformly distributed.
The lab concluded "it was not possible to rule out deliberate adulteration of the product after it was opened," the decision read.
Asinga's lawyers said it defies belief that Asinga could have adulterated the gummies.
"All of them would have had to have been dipped individually in a formula that would have been watered to a trillionth of a gram," Greene said. "An 18-year-old kid living in a dorm would have had to have done that. It's almost laughable that that's what he was accused of doing."
According to the lawsuit, Asinga again contacted Gatorade and requested a sealed bottle from the 22092117150234 lot.
According to the lawsuit, Gatorade instead sent a bottle of recovery gummies to the AIU from a different lot. That lot had been tested by NSF and was accurately labeled as such, according to the lawsuit.
"They did a bait-and-switch," said Alexis Chardon, the lawyer representing Asinga in court. "They said, 'We don't have a sealed supplement of the one we gave Issam. But we have this other one. Why don't you take this one?' That one was NSF tested. And then they let that lie fester."
"Gatorade fully complied with the Athletics Integrity Unit investigation, including producing evidence that was accepted by the AIU that the gummies were not contaminated with the banned substance in their original ruling," a Gatorade spokesperson said in an emailed statement. 
When AIU tested the gummies from that container, the results came back clean, according to the lawsuit. Once the AIU received those tests, it handed down its four-year ban to Asinga.
"Gatorade created, fed, and encouraged the false narrative that Issam was given 'clean' gummies and therefore Issam had adulterated the ones he got tested," the lawsuit reads.
On June 14, less than two weeks after the NSF released its public notice about Gatorade, Asinga received what he hoped would be a breakthrough: A representative from the AIU called Greene and told him Gatorade had found and sent an unsealed bottle from the same lot as Asinga's bottle of recovery gummies. If that bottle was tainted with GW1516, it would be pivotal to overturning Asinga's suspension.
The tests came back negative, according to the lawsuit.
Feeling "confused," according to the lawsuit, Asinga contacted other athletes from the 2023 awards ceremony and found one who had a similar bottle of recovery gummies. When that bottle was tested for GW1516, according to the lawsuit, it also came back negative.
"For a while, it looked like we dug ourselves in deeper," Chardon said.
According to the lawsuit, Asinga's team had one more idea: On June 26, they asked for his original recovery gummies to be retested. They wondered if the GW1516 had become undetectable over the prior six months.
On July 5, according to the lawsuit, the results came back: The gummies that once had tested positive now returned a negative result.
"Gatorade's delay had cost Issam the possibility of proving contamination in a sealed container from the same lot he had ingested, robbing him of the possibility of ever meeting the AIU's gold standard test for showing innocent ingestion of a banned substance," the lawsuit reads.
In a statement, Gatorade said it "spent those months looking for the specific lot number in the field and, once sourced, immediately provided the product to the AIU."
Because GW1516 is illegal, Greene said, scant testing has been done on it. Greene is hoping to organize lab tests that can prove GW1516 could become undetectable over the six months. He hopes to use that finding in his Court of Arbitration for Sport appeal later this year.
The lawsuit against Gatorade made Wednesday "one of the first days I can say I'm actually taking a deep breath and let it out a little bit," said Ngozi. "As a parent, it's so overwhelming. You never in a million years expect your child to be fighting for his character and his integrity because of something he didn't do."
Over the past month, Asinga lost his final glimmer of hope that he could run in the Paris Olympics. He has remained optimistic that he will sprint next year for Texas A&M. He has cried and felt depressed at times. Over the winter, he stopped practicing for several days and wondered whether track was worth it. He still believes he will prevail.
"It hurts," Asinga said. "There's been some bad days. The clouds might be over us. But they're going to have to clear eventually."
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Mystics withstand a historic effort from Caitlin Clark to beat the Fever
Clark got loose for 29 points, 13 assists, five rebounds, five steals and three blocked shots, but Ariel Atkins and the Mystics held on for an 89-84 win.
By Kareem Copeland | 2024-07-11

Indiana Fever guard Caitlin Clark became the first player in WNBA history with 25-plus points, 10-plus assists, five-plus rebounds, five-plus steals and five-plus three-pointers in a game, but Ariel Atkins and the Washington Mystics held on for an 89-84 win. (Michael Hickey/Getty Images)


INDIANAPOLIS -- With only socks on her feet, Ariel Atkins casually walked across the court at Gainbridge Fieldhouse for her pregame media responsibilities Wednesday. Maybe the two-time WNBA all-star knew she would need to save as much tread as possible for game time.
The Washington Mystics leaned on Atkins, who essentially carried her team across the finish line as Caitlin Clark's Indiana Fever mounted a furious comeback after trailing by 22 late in the third quarter. Atkins scored an efficient 26 points in the Mystics' 89-84 victory, but many other things were necessary to keep the Fever at bay as Clark compiled an unprecedented stat line.
"Sometimes I don't notice them all, to be honest with you," Mystics Coach Eric Thibault said of Atkins's contributions. "... She just saves a lot of plays. She's a winner, man. She makes winning plays. She's a champion. She's a gold medalist. That's why everybody in that locker room has so much respect for her."
Those plays came throughout Wednesday's game but especially in the fourth quarter. With just under a minute left and the Fever on a 14-0 run, Atkins hit a pull-up jumper from the elbow while falling down to put the Mystics up 87-82. Then, after two Clark free throws made it a three-point game again, Atkins sneaked in to steal a jump ball that had been won by Fever center Aliyah Boston. Atkins fell to the court with the ball to secure possession with 16.9 seconds left, and Julie Vanloo hit a pair of free throws to ice the win.
The Mystics (6-17) ended a two-game skid and have just two matchups left before next week's All-Star Game and the ensuing Olympic break. They host Las Vegas on Sunday and Phoenix on Tuesday. The Mystics are 6-5 since losing a franchise-record 12 straight games to open the season.
"We're figuring each other out," Atkins said. "But also I think a big thing [is] ... we're actually listening, too. We can talk, but we're also listening."
Atkins had her fifth 20-point game of the season and fell three points shy of her season high. She also recorded three rebounds, three assists, three steals and a block.
"Just her aggressiveness," Mystics center Stefanie Dolson said. "In general, she's been doing a really good job of staying consistent. And even when she's not scoring, she's still doing that little stuff. But today especially, she did a really good job of finishing the plays, being the first one to a loose ball. In the end, she saved it for us. ... And then defensively, she was incredible."
Washington had turned in one of its most complete performances of the season through three quarters. The roster remains shorthanded with Brittney Sykes (foot), Shakira Austin (hip) and Karlie Samuelson (hand) still out. A flurry of turnovers led to an early hole for the Fever (9-14), which trailed 26-17 after the first quarter and 51-37 at halftime. For the game, Indiana's 23 turnovers were the second most by a Mystics opponent this season, and Washington's 23 points off turnovers fell three shy of a season high.
The Mystics' offense operated at an efficient clip early with 11 assists on 12 first-quarter baskets and generated back-cut layups all afternoon.
Dolson finished with 13 points, six assists and five rebounds, while Vanloo -- who irritated fellow rookie Clark to the point that Vanloo was the recipient of a two-handed shove -- added another 13 points. Aaliyah Edwards put up 12 points and six rebounds off the bench, and Shatori Walker-Kimbrough continued her strong play as a reserve with 10 points and threw a pretty alley-oop to Dolson over Clark for a three-point play.
"When we play our offense with a really good pace and speed, it can catch guards, especially, off balance," Dolson said. "... So anytime they're cutting, I'm looking."
Clark got loose for 29 points (including five threes), 13 assists, five rebounds, five steals and three blocked shots. She became the first player in WNBA history with 25-plus points, 10-plus assists, five-plus rebounds, five-plus steals and five-plus three-pointers. She dragged the Fever back within a possession in the final minute as the Mystics started to have their own ball security issues, but Indiana couldn't complete the rally.
The Mystics kept the rest of the Fever relatively in check. Kelsey Mitchell had 15 points, and NaLyssa Smith chipped in 11 off the bench. Dolson and Edwards didn't let Boston, the No. 1 pick in the 2023 draft, get going. She managed just six points to go with five turnovers and five fouls.
"We played with good force, and we made them feel us," Thibault said. "Thought we were disciplined in our coverages against not just Caitlin but everybody down the line.
"Everybody was just locked in and involved in kind of knowing what they do well."
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Lionel Messi, the infant and soccer stardom on two continents 
Lamine Yamal, now 16, became the youngest player to score in the European Championship in Spain's 2-1 semifinal win over France on Tuesday.
By Scott Allen | 2024-07-11

In this 2007 photo, 20-year-old Lionel Messi helps bathe Lamine Yamal during a photo session in the dressing room of the Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona. Yamal is now a soccer sensation for the Spanish national team. (Joan Monfort/AP)


Hang them in the Louvre, or maybe the Prado.
Last week, photos of a 20-year-old Lionel Messi with a baby named Lamine Yamal resurfaced after Yamal's father, Mounir Nasraoui, posted one to Instagram with the caption "El comienzo de dos leyendas," which translates to "The beginning of two legends."
On Tuesday, Yamal, now a 16-year-old forward for the Spanish men's national soccer team, became the youngest player ever to score in the European Championship when he curled a left-footed shot from 25 yards out past the diving reach of goalkeeper Mike Maignan in Spain's 2-1 win over France in their semifinal in Munich. A few hours later, Messi, now 37 and in the twilight of his remarkable career, lifted defending World Cup champion Argentina into the Copa America final with a goal in a 2-0 win over Canada at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey.
But about those photos, which feature Messi holding and bathing baby Lamine long before anyone knew the infant would follow in Messi's footsteps as a Barcelona-bred soccer star. They appeared in a calendar as part of an annual charity drive organized by a local Catalan newspaper in the fall of 2007 and were taken by Joan Monfort, who works as a freelance photographer for the Associated Press.
"We made the calendar with the help of UNICEF," Monfort, 56, told the AP. "So UNICEF did a raffle in the neighborhood of Roca Fonda in Mataro where Lamine's family lived. They signed up for the raffle to have their picture taken at the Camp Nou with a Barca player. And they won the raffle."
The photos were taken in the visiting locker room at Barcelona's Camp Nou stadium and featured various Barcelona players paired with different babies. Messi, who would go on to become the greatest player of his generation, was already in his fourth season with Barcelona's first team and an established star, but Monfort said working with him for the shoot was a challenge.
"Messi is a pretty introverted guy. He's shy," Monfort told the AP. "He was coming out of the locker room and suddenly he finds himself in another locker room with a plastic tub full of water and a baby in it. It was complicated. He didn't even know how to hold him at first."

Lionel Messi cradles Lamine Yamal in 2007. (Joan Monfort/AP)


Yamal, who, like Messi, came up through Barcelona's La Masia youth academy, debuted for the club last year and became the youngest player to score in the Spanish league. He made 37 league appearances and scored five goals for Barcelona this season. Messi, who became the youngest Argentina player to appear and score in a World Cup game just shy of his 19th birthday in 2006, led his country two years ago to its first World Cup title since 1986. The eight-time Ballon d'Or winner is in the midst of his second season with Major League Soccer's Inter Miami.
Spain will play England in the European Championship final Sunday in Berlin, which comes one day after Yamal's 17th birthday. In the Copa America final, Argentina will face Colombia on Sunday in Miami Gardens, Fla. If each of their teams lifts a trophy, Yamal and Messi might be due for another photo shoot together.
"It's very exciting to be associated with something that has caused such a sensation," Monfort said of his photos, which went viral this week. "To tell you the truth, it's a very nice feeling."
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Nationals find no relief in the sixth and fall again to the Mets
Derek Law, a stalwart last season when it came to stranding inherited runners, falters again in a tough situation as the Mets secure a series win.
By Andrew Golden | 2024-07-11

The Mets' Jose Iglesias beats the throw home to score during New York's four-run sixth inning. (Jim McIsaac/Getty Images)


NEW YORK -- Wednesday night's sixth inning presented a familiar scenario for Dave Martinez and his Washington Nationals. The game was in the balance, and the manager turned to his bullpen to get his team out of trouble.
The decision to bring in Derek Law made sense on the surface. The results showed just how fickle relievers can be from season to season.
Law, one of the most effective pitchers in the major leagues a year ago when it came to stranding inherited runners, has been Martinez's go-to guy in those situations this season. His 2024 results have been a far cry from what he managed in 2023. Wednesday's 6-2 loss to the New York Mets at Citi Field was just the latest example, and it helped stretch the Nationals' losing streak to four.
"I was just trying to get a groundball and obviously hold the runs," Law said. "It didn't work out how it was supposed to. It's kind of been that way, at least recently."
The situation Law entered was not exactly enviable. Patrick Corbin had allowed three straight hits to open the inning, surrendering a one-run lead and leaving runners at second and third in a 2-2 game. Law walked the first batter he faced, Francisco Alvarez, on four pitches. He then allowed a two-run single to Jose Iglesias to make it 4-2. A throwing error by Luis Garcia Jr. on what could have been an inning-ending double play made it 5-2 before Law finally got out of the inning.
"It's frustrating," Law said. "Pat pitched great. You come in and you're expected to your job. Pat did his job and you come in and you don't -- it ends up being his runs. I think it's more frustrating doing that than coming in and giving them up for yourself. For it to end like that, it's kind of a bummer and it takes a blow to the team as well."
Law, who was signed to a minor league contract this spring, allowed just two of his 26 inherited runners to score a season ago, when he was pitching for the Cincinnati Reds. He has allowed 20 of 29 to come around this season.
"You can't give up on him," Martinez said. "When he's on, he's really good. He closed a 1-0 game with them. We just got to get him squared away and get him back in the zone."
Corbin did his part, holding the Mets (46-45) at bay into the sixth as the Nationals (42-51) missed a chance to square this three-game series. Brandon Nimmo tagged him for a first-inning homer, but Corbin was strong after that, striking out five before running into trouble in the sixth.
The 34-year-old lefty also deftly worked his way out of trouble, most notably in the fourth when he escaped a bases-loaded jam by striking out Tyrone Taylor with three straight sliders.
To that point, Washington gave Corbin just enough support to put him in line for the win. The Nationals made a slight shift in their lineup against righty Luis Severino -- the only New York pitcher they didn't face in the teams' four-game series last week at Nationals Park.
Martinez slid Lane Thomas down into the sixth slot in the order, putting three lefties, including James Wood in the second spot, and switch hitter Keibert Ruiz ahead of him. Thomas, who came in hitting more than 100 points better against lefties (.329 to .207), had batted lower than fourth just once this season.
Stacking the lineup paid dividends in the fourth, when Ruiz, Thomas and Juan Yepez singled to give Washington a 2-1 lead. The second run came in with the help of a throwing error by Taylor in right field.
That lead lasted until the sixth, when Corbin found trouble and Martinez turned to Law. Corbin said he felt his slider was working well and, in hindsight, he could have gone to it more in the sixth. Instead, he left his pitches up in the strike zone.
"I thought they had some good at-bats there," Corbin said. "Made some pitches; they had some good swings there. We got into a little bit of trouble. Maybe try to look back and see what we could've done a little bit different."
"We're pressing, obviously -- offensively, defensively," Law said. "It's our job to come in as the bullpen and close the door, and I just didn't do that today."
The Nationals had four hits in the fourth inning, but they finished with just five. Garcia doubled off lefty Danny Young with two outs in the eighth inning. With Thomas coming to the plate with a chance to cut into the deficit, Mets Manager Carlos Mendoza went to right-hander Jose Butto. Thomas struck out swinging to end the inning.
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USA Basketball's gold medal formula: Big stars, bigger centers
Even after Kawhi Leonard withdrew Wednesday, the roster is stacked and the superstars are motivated after recent setbacks in international play.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-07-10

Vice President Harris met with the U.S. men's basketball team Tuesday as it prepared for the Paris Olympics at training camp in Las Vegas. (Kevin Lamarque/Reuters)


LAS VEGAS -- LeBron James called Stephen Curry last fall with a simple proposition: Let's go to France together.
The basketball megastars had known each other since James, then 23, made a point to watch Curry, who had just turned 20, play for Davidson in the 2008 NCAA tournament. From 2015 to 2018, their friendship turned into a healthy rivalry as James's Cleveland Cavaliers and Curry's Golden State Warriors became the first teams in NBA history to face off in four consecutive Finals. Though both had represented the United States at major international tournaments, they were never on the same team unless it was an NBA All-Star Game.
What's more, James had won Olympic gold with Kevin Durant, and Curry had teamed with the 35-year-old Phoenix Suns star to win a pair of championships with the Warriors. The 2024 Paris Olympics, the trio realized, was an opportunity to join forces for the first time and put their many Finals battles behind them.
"I'm looking forward to being off the floor with Steph and being able to enjoy those moments," the 39-year-old James said Sunday as he participated in USA Basketball's four-day Olympic training camp. "The game of basketball doesn't last forever. You don't want to have a relationship f---ed up by [the media making it out to be] 'LeBron versus Steph -- they should never smile, and they should hate each other.' As much as me and KD have gone head-to-head and me and Steph have gone head-to-head, I'm able to not listen to the false narratives."
James, the Los Angeles Lakers star who hasn't played internationally since 2012, said he first checked with his wife, Savannah, who gave her blessing for the summer abroad. Curry was lured by the chance to win his first Olympic gold medal and to play for Steve Kerr, his coach with the Warriors. Durant didn't need any convincing: After he led the Americans' triumph at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021, victory in Paris would make him the first men's basketball player to win four Olympic golds.
"He's almost 40 years old, and he's still playing at an elite level," Durant said of James. "That's inspiring to me. ... I know it's important to a lot of people to be the only man to do [something historic]. That stuff never really moved me. The journey is what's cool to me. Just knowing I have these memories to lean back on at any time is cooler than looking at the medals or championship trophies."

LeBron James and Kevin Durant teamed up to win Olympic gold in 2012. (Ethan Miller/Getty Images)


With those three committed, soon enough USA Basketball had compiled one of the deepest and most accomplished rosters in its illustrious history. Even after replacing six-time all-star Kawhi Leonard, who had been working back from a knee injury, with Derrick White on Wednesday, the Americans have 11 players who have earned all-star nods, four former NBA MVPs, three former Finals MVPs and seven players who have won NBA titles. And then there are Kerr and assistants Erik Spoelstra and Tyronn Lue, who have combined to coach seven NBA championship teams since 2012.
The Americans will bring an embarrassment of riches to Paris as they seek their fifth consecutive gold medal. After completing training camp Tuesday, Kerr's team will play five exhibition games before its Olympic opener against Serbia on July 28. The first tuneup is Wednesday against Canada at T-Mobile Arena.
To win gold Aug. 10, the Americans must advance out of a four-team group and then win three consecutive games in the knockout round. France, Canada and Serbia are among the medal contenders in the 12-team field, but the Americans are the overwhelming favorites.
"Do you see this team?" Miami Heat center Bam Adebayo exclaimed. "The rest of the world is trying to catch up, but if you put a team like this together and we play the right way, it's going to be hard to beat us."
The buzz around the team is at its highest point since Kobe Bryant, James and Durant won gold at the 2012 London Olympics. Hundreds of fans have lurked at the Bellagio Hotel and Casino, screaming in delight when Curry and Durant work their way through USA Basketball's makeshift headquarters. Autograph hounds braved 117-degree heat on the final day of camp, and upper-bowl tickets for Wednesday's exhibition were listed for more than $500 on resale sites. Vice President Harris even made a cameo at Tuesday's practice, shaking hands with James and posing for photographs with Curry.
"It's a really cool vibe," Curry said. "I had first-practice jitters, and I'm sure I'll have it for the first game. There's a surrealness of who is on this team and all the battles we've had over the course of our careers. [James, Durant and I] get to put that energy together as teammates. This will probably be my only time having this experience."

Joel Embiid and Stephen Curry are each seeking a first Olympic gold medal. (Ethan Miller/Getty Images)


Facing ever-present gold-or-bust expectations, Grant Hill, USA Basketball's managing director, and Kerr sought substance to complement the superstar sizzle. At the Tokyo Olympics and the 2023 FIBA World Cup, the Americans fielded versatile but undersized teams that occasionally looked overmatched.
The Americans lost to France in their opener in Tokyo before winning a rematch in the gold medal game. At the World Cup, the heavily favored Americans suffered losses to Lithuania, Germany and Canada while finishing a disappointing fourth.
When Kerr brought this team together, he screened video from the World Cup losses to help explain what had to change. A survey of this year's competition only reinforced the need to add frontcourt reinforcements. France will deploy Victor Wembanyama, the unanimous rookie of the year, and Rudy Gobert, the defensive player of the year, in an imposing combination. Serbia is expected to be led by three-time MVP center Nikola Jokic, and Greece boasts two-time MVP Giannis Antetokounmpo.
To prepare for those matchups, USA Basketball recruited Philadelphia 76ers center Joel Embiid, who also was eligible to play for France and Cameroon. Embiid, the 2023 MVP, will team with Anthony Davis and Adebayo to form an excellent interior rotation. Given that all of them are comfortable on the perimeter, Kerr will be able to deploy supersized lineups with two of the three playing together.
"It's hard to bully me," Embiid said. "It's hard to bully [Davis and Adebayo]. I'm just excited to get the ball in the post and have Steph, KD and LeBron cutting."
The Americans have excellent size across the board. Kerr can deploy the 6-foot-9 James as a point forward when he wants to ramp up the pressure, and Durant will be joined on the wings by Jayson Tatum, who has excellent length and physicality. Jrue Holiday and White serve as sturdy defensive-minded complements to Curry and pass-first point guard Tyrese Haliburton in the backcourt, while Anthony Edwards and Devin Booker round out the roster as scoring guards who can space the court.
James joked that USA Basketball has assembled "the greatest AAU team of all time," but Kerr is bracing for "an enormous challenge." He made it clear that he and Curry "won't be playing 36 holes of golf on game days," as Coach Chuck Daly and Michael Jordan famously did as the Dream Team waltzed through the 1992 Barcelona Olympics.
In a reminder that unforeseen challenges can surface, Durant suffered a minor calf injury that sidelined him for training camp and Leonard departed before the first exhibition. Still, the Americans will journey to Paris with high hopes and immense faith in their headliners.
"We've got LeBron, KD and Steph," Edwards said. "I don't feel like nobody can beat those three by themselves on the court. You mix in two of us regular guys, and we'll be all right."

Minnesota Timberwolves guard Anthony Edwards is the youngest member of the U.S. men's basketball team heading to Paris. (Ethan Miller/Getty Images)






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/olympics/2024/07/10/usa-basketball-expectations-lebron-james-stephen-curry-kevin-durant/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=wp_homepage



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The next Caitlin Clark? From West Texas, a high school star rises.
Aaliyah Chavez, the No. 1 prospect in the Class of 2025, may be the next big thing in women's basketball. 
By Michael Errigo | 2024-07-10
HAMPTON, Va. -- Aaliyah Chavez is planted in the corner of a large and crowded gymnasium, halfway through a shoe change, when a new group appears. It's another middle school travel team, this one from Florida. The younger girls eye Chavez from about 20 feet away, whispering among themselves as the high school basketball star quietly stuffs her gear into a backpack.
It's a Friday afternoon in late April, the opening hours of a weekend-long basketball circus that arrives here every spring. The Boo Williams Sportsplex plays host to the first of three major showcase events for the Nike Elite Youth Basketball League, the top AAU girls' basketball circuit in the country. Every year, this four-court gym is filled with players, parents and college coaches who have come to see and be seen.
Chavez and her team, CyFair Elite, have just wrapped up their second win of the event's first day. When her shoes are on and her bag is packed, the 5-foot-11 Chavez stands and makes eye contact with the group. She knows the girls have been watching her, and she knows what they want. She gives them a quick nod -- a silent and subtle invitation to approach. The girls scurry over, phones at the ready.
"That happens a lot now," Chavez said later, a sheepish grin on her face. "Sometimes people just stare and I have to ask them if they want a picture. ... It's still a little surreal, but I'm getting used to it."
Chavez, the nation's top prospect in the Class of 2025, is a burgeoning basketball sensation. She scored 38 points per game last season for her public high school in Lubbock, Tex., earning state and national player of the year awards. Eventually, she will play college basketball anywhere she likes; her father, Sonny, said she has more than 100 scholarship offers.

Chavez, a dynamic scorer, averaged 38 points per game for Monterey High this past winter. (Mike Caudill for The Washington Post) 


On Instagram, where Chavez already has more than 53,000 followers, her game seems custom-fitted to a highlight reel -- smooth handle, deep range and a dash of braggadocio. The comparisons are obvious and unavoidable. One video's title gets right to the point:
"Is She The Next CAITLIN CLARK?" it reads.
The stat lines bear some resemblance: In this first weekend of the AAU season, Chavez will average 18 points and shoot 50 percent (19 for 38) from three-point range as her team goes undefeated in five games. Weeks later, in Houston, she's at 29 points per game and 46 percent from three as CyFair goes 5-0 again. This weekend, the third and final showcase of the summer will be held in Louisville.
But the similarities between the rising senior and any big-name predecessor end outside of a box score. Chavez is an unlikely and singular superstar, a soft-spoken Mexican American teen from West Texas who has only ever been trained by her father and almost never watches the sport that has already made her semifamous. She is nobody's heir.
"I don't like being compared to anybody," she said. "I don't want to be the next anybody. I want to be the first Aaliyah Chavez."

Chavez and her father have stuck to a rigorous training regimen for years. (Mike Caudill for The Washington Post) 


The next morning in Hampton, CyFair opens its Saturday doubleheader with a game against Cal Stars, a vaunted West Coast program that produced the WNBA's Sabrina Ionescu and Cameron Brink, among others. The crowd grows as the teams warm up. In a cavernous space with four games being played simultaneously, this one draws most of the eyes.
Sonny Chavez stands at the end of the CyFair bench, observing layup lines with his arms crossed. He is not the coach, but this is where he spends every game, watching intently and occasionally providing feedback -- both quiet and loud -- to his daughter and her teammates.
Sonny is the main architect of Aaliyah's career, her sole trainer since she first picked up a basketball. He has helped his daughter to this point with a distinct, throwback sensibility. His approach was on display in Hampton, especially in the minutes after a victory. More than once, after her team broke its postgame huddle, Aaliyah launched into a grueling set of burpees. Sonny has employed this system with his daughter for years: 10 burpees for every missed free throw and five for every missed defensive assignment. Poor body language can add to the total.
"It's about accountability," Sonny said. "You get in a gym like this and everybody is telling her how good she is. My job is to humble her and keep her grounded and let her know that she didn't do that good."
Asked about the extracurricular workout, Chavez shrugs.
"Free throws are free," she said. "I shouldn't be missing them."
She has come to embrace her father's ethos, separating herself with an inherent coachability and insatiable work ethic. For years, Sonny and Aaliyah have spent at least three hours every weekday training -- and five hours on weekends. In time, Sonny started a private training business with Aaliyah front and center as the proof of concept.
"You have to separate the dad-and-daughter thing," Sonny said. "As a dad, you want to baby your princess; you want to tell her how great she is. But as a trainer, you have to do the ugly stuff. A lot of dads can't do that, but I'm okay with it. I'm only okay with it because I know she's okay with it. And the moment that basketball comes in between our relationship, I'll walk away."

Sonny Chavez (second from left) has trained his daughter since she picked up the game at a young age. (Mike Caudill for The Washington Post) 


Their basketball success story is rare in Lubbock. Texas is known for its high school sports, but not since Sheryl Swoopes rose to prominence in the late 1980s has West Texas produced such a heralded girls' basketball prospect.
"No, West Texas is not known for hoops at all," CyFair 17U Coach Tim Bush said. "They're known for cows."
Given the lack of strong local competition, AAU basketball provided the measuring stick for Chavez's development. She and Sonny would train for months in relative obscurity, waiting for the spring and a chance to see just how much her game had progressed. Time and again, she proved to be a step ahead of most girls her age.
Jason Key, a national talent evaluator based in Texas, first saw Chavez play in the sixth grade. He remembers having a conversation with Sonny afterward, toying with a hypothetical.
"'Can a kid from West Texas be the best guard in Texas?'" Key wondered aloud. "That would be something."
Chavez's profile rose when she joined CyFair. The program, which pulls its athletes from across Texas and the southwest, has a long history of success. In the 17 years since ESPN started ranking girls' prospects, Chavez is the third No. 1 prospect to play for CyFair, joining Chiney Ogwumike (2010) and Christyn Williams (2018).
But CyFair director Earl Allen still views Chavez as a rarity.
"To be honest with you, we don't get very many Spanish kids that come out to play basketball for us," Allen said. "Especially one that is that damn good."
In the summer after her freshman year, playing up on the 17U team, Chavez helped CyFair win Nike Nationals, the circuit's championship event. She scored 18 points in the title game, finishing 7 for 10 from the field.
At that point, it was clear that Chavez was the top 2025 player in Texas. So it was time to move on to a new metric: Was she the best prospect in the country?

CyFair Coach Tim Bush (right) has led Chavez and her team to an undefeated record this summer. (Mike Caudill for The Washington Post) 


It doesn't take long for Chavez to get going against Cal Stars. She hits her first three-pointer two minutes into the game and starts heating up from there. She hits two more on back-to-back possessions, and a buzz starts to build in the crowd. By the end of the first quarter, she's 5 for 5 from deep and her team leads.
Different people have different theories as to what makes the guard so good. Key said it's her hand-eye coordination. In just about every game she plays, it's clear that Chavez has a dizzying command of the ball. When asked which player his star reminds him of most, Allen picks Kyrie Irving.
"You can tell that hours and hours have been spent in the gym and with the basketball," Key said. "Even informally, dribbling through a park or down the street, you can see it. She's one of those kids that is one with the ball."

Chavez's coachability and work ethic are among the reasons she is considered the top player in the Class of 2025. (Mike Caudill for The Washington Post) 


Sonny said it's her shooting stroke -- and that's the key to everything. All those hours spent alone practicing her shot made other aspects of the game much easier: A double team can give her an easy assist; a pump fake can send her past any defender.
By halftime, Chavez has 26 points. In her third year playing on this, the biggest of AAU stages, she looks comfortable and loose. She orchestrates the CyFair offense, setting up teammates and scoring with remarkable efficiency. While many players here are focused on their individual performances in hopes of impressing one of the dozens of college coaches that populate the baseline, Chavez knows she has nothing left to prove. There are no more scholarship offers left to earn.
She got her first offer, from hometown Texas Tech, when she was in eighth grade. At first, Chavez would post to social media every time a new one was proffered. Eventually she stopped -- it was too hard to keep up. In October, hoping to streamline the process, she cut her list to 10 schools: Arizona, LSU, Ohio State, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Texas Tech, UCLA and USC.
"You're talking about a face-of-the-franchise-type player," Key said of her potential at the next level. "Paige [Bueckers]. Caitlin. JuJu Watkins. She is that type of kid. She is on that level in terms of what she can bring to a school."
In the modern college landscape, that kind of star potential gets money involved. To this point, Chavez has been sidelined from the complexities of name, image and likeness issues because Texas prohibits high school athletes from making deals. But that will change in college.

Chavez has a smooth handle and deep range and is a leader on the floor. (Mike Caudill for The Washington Post) 


First and foremost, Chavez wants to find the right fit for her game: This past winter, she started watching women's college basketball for the first time so she could study coaches and systems. But as they search for a college home, Chavez and her family know the importance of her decision goes beyond basketball.
"Before NIL, I was working so hard just to get my kid free school," Sonny said. "It was about: 'Go get free school and change our generational curse of not getting to the next level. I didn't finish college; my wife didn't finish college. So change it. Go be the first one, and use basketball as the tool to do it.' Now, with NIL it's like, 'Go change your life.'"
Outside of her abilities, Chavez carries the potential to grow the game as a trailblazing star in the Mexican American community. As she has grown older and basketball has taken her away from Texas more often, she has come to recognize the significance of her heritage. On social media, her inbox is often full of messages from younger Hispanic players, asking for advice or telling her they're following along.
"You don't see a lot of people that look like me out here," Chavez said. "I'm just trying to do it for the Mexican community and for any kids who may not think they can do this."
By the second half of Saturday's game, word has spread around the Boo Williams Sportsplex that Chavez is putting on a show. As other games finish, players and coaches from other teams join the throng gathered to see the country's top rising senior. CyFair pulls away in the third quarter, earning a 94-81 win. Chavez finishes with 37 points, five assists and five rebounds, making 9 of 13 shots from behind the arc.

Chavez and CyFair are chasing another Nike Nationals title. (Mike Caudill for The Washington Post) 


Afterward, there are no burpees -- just a happy postgame huddle with a large crowd hovering nearby. Among them is a small group of middle school girls, much like the one from Friday afternoon and the ones who will seek out Chavez for the foreseeable future. They linger quietly. Sonny sees them.
"Who do you guys want a picture with?" he asks them, already knowing the answer.
The girls point to Chavez. When Sonny tells them he is her dad, they gasp. This sparks an idea.
"Can you ask her?" one girl says.
Sonny calls for his daughter and she comes over, sweat still dripping and a smile on her face.
"Hey," Sonny says to her. "These girls want a picture with Aaliyah Chavez."
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Spirit signs Ivory Coast forward Rosemonde Kouassi to four-year deal
Kouassi, 22, spent the past three seasons with FC Fleury 91 in France's top division.
By Ella Brockway | 2024-07-11

Rosemonde Kouassi is joining the Washington Spirit on a four-year deal. (Jeremy Andrieux/Panoramic/Reuters) 


The Washington Spirit made its third international signing of the NWSL season, announcing Wednesday that it added Ivory Coast forward Rosemonde Kouassi on a four-year contract.
Kouassi, 22, spent the past three seasons with FC Fleury 91 in France's top division. She had 21 goals and 12 assists in 53 league appearances and helped Fleury reach the French Cup final in May.
"For me, I wanted to take a step forward and continue to progress, confront myself with a new challenge and a new league," Kouassi said in a news release from the Spirit. "I felt a very good feeling with [the Spirit] and the project corresponded in my opinion precisely to what I wanted to achieve."
The deal runs through the 2027 season. The transfer fee was not disclosed.
Kouassi, who reportedly had garnered interest from major clubs in France and England, is the latest African talent to move to the NWSL. Zambia's Barbra Banda (Orlando Pride) and Malawi's Temwa Chawinga (Kansas City Current) lead the league with 12 goals each, while Bay FC set the global transfer fee record when it signed Zambian forward Racheal Kundananji in February.
Typically deployed on the right wing, Kouassi will add depth to a prolific Spirit attack tied for the second-most goals (32) in the league.
"Rosemonde is an incredible attacking talent and will provide a new element to this club offensively," General Manager Mark Krikorian said in a statement. "She has been impressive in her play at the top level of the European game and we're thrilled to welcome her to DC."
Kouassi and English center back Esme Morgan, who signed with the club last month, are eligible to join the Spirit for training July 15 but will not appear on a game-day roster until the NWSL transfer window opens Aug. 1.
Leicy Santos, the standout attacker who signed with Washington after four seasons with Atletico Madrid, was named to Colombia's 18-player roster for the Paris Olympics and is not expected to join the Spirit until after the Games. The Olympic tournament runs until Aug. 10.
Under new coach Jonatan Giraldez, the Spirit (11-4-1) is third in the NWSL at the regular season break, which began Sunday and continues until Aug. 23. Six Washington players will be at the Olympics as players or alternates for their national teams.
The Spirit will play three games during the break as part of the NWSL x Liga MX Femenil Summer Cup, beginning July 28 against Gotham FC in Chester, Pa.
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For its next coach, the U.S. men's soccer team needs an inspiration
As it moves on from Gregg Berhalter, the U.S. men's soccer program can dream big. So should its next coach. 
By Barry Svrluga | 2024-07-11

Gregg Berhalter exited as the U.S. coach after a Copa America disappointment. (Michael Reaves/Getty Images) 


It doesn't take a soccer aficionado to understand that a coach should not only be in the moment but should be encouraging his team to do the same. Pick a cliche: Be where your feet are. Control the controllables. Whatever.
Yet here was Gregg Berhalter, in the final appearance of what has to be considered a failed second stanza as coach of the U.S. men's national team, telling his players the score of a concurrent match. Perhaps, with Uruguay setting up a free kick, the instructions might have been to defend smartly and solidly, to be present in the second half of their final group stage match in Copa America. Berhalter instead informed his charges that Panama was tied in its match with Bolivia.
That Uruguay scored on the ensuing free kick, that Panama's goal differential in that other match could have had an impact on the Americans' chances of getting through to the knockout round, is immaterial. This wasn't the sole reason Berhalter was fired -- appropriately -- Wednesday night. But it was a symptom of the disease he allowed to infect his team. It couldn't fester further.
For the U.S. Soccer Federation, this is far from ideal. The first men's World Cup on home soil in more than three decades -- Mexico and Canada will also stage some matches -- is less than two years away. The hosts would love to be surging toward that test with both a clear direction and decided momentum. Instead, they're scrambling.
Maybe this isn't only on Matt Crocker, the U.S. Soccer Federation's still relatively new sporting director. It was Crocker's decision to bring back Berhalter even after a World Cup in Qatar in which the Americans' only victory came against Iran, which has never advanced out of the group stage. More than that, the entire affair was colored by a bizarre controversy in which the wife of American legend Claudio Reyna, Berhalter's former USMNT teammate, reported to U.S. officials allegations that, when the two were in college, Berhalter had abused the woman who became his wife -- accusations Daniella Reyna brought forth because she was displeased with how Berhalter was employing her son Gio on the team. (Berhalter, who has been married for more than a quarter of a century, admitted to the incident, which occurred when he was a freshman at North Carolina.)
With that, there was baggage -- in performance, sure. But in leadership as well.
In hindsight, Crocker's decision seems clearly wrong. But even in the moment, it felt uninspired at best. That can't be the case this time around.
The stakes for the American program in the coming World Cup are significant. There will be no failure to qualify like the 2018 disaster that led to Berhalter's hiring, because as co-hosts the U.S. is automatically granted a berth. Advancing out of the group stage -- normally a mark of achievement -- has new meaning. The tournament is expanding to 48 teams split into a dozen groups of four. Instead of just the top two in each group advancing, so will eight best third-place teams, and the knockout round will start with 32 countries -- double the old number. Failing to reach that level would be more disastrous -- and more unlikely -- than flopping out of Copa America in group play.
But a performance to be proud of is imperative. On major international stages, Berhalter hadn't provided those. Copa America -- particularly one held in the States -- was an opportunity to take a bold step forward. Instead, it was a clear step back.
So ... now what? There is a line of thinking that the U.S. pool of players has never been deeper or more talented. More Americans are developing and being tested at the highest levels of European soccer. It's not unreasonable to expect more than Berhalter could get from this group, which includes five goals in its past five games.
And it's precisely the time in the sport's American development for the American team to start forcing its way into territory where it hasn't traditionally competed -- say, the quarterfinals of the World Cup. Soccer is no longer an up-and-coming sport in this country -- which isn't to say it isn't growing. Quite the contrary.
What it is is established, part of the regular sports discourse, a mainstream participation and viewing endeavor. It is now standard for American bars to fill with fans, for American couches to be occupied for appointment television, all to watch international soccer matches not involving the American side. Not only has Copa America provided enthralling viewing for this side of the globe, but flip on the TV in the afternoon for the UEFA European Championship -- Euro 2024 -- which amounts to the best pregame show ever. France-Spain? England-Netherlands? Yes, please.
By population and prominence, the U.S. men's national team should be able to reach those levels -- where international fans consider it to be must-see TV. The coming World Cup is an opportunity to do just that.
But to get there, the Americans will need a coach who is focused solely on the group in front of him -- on maximizing talent in the moment. Yes, tactics that fit the personnel will be paramount; they always are. But at this moment in American soccer, there must be a leader who can keep the focus on what's important. That's winning your own game, not worrying about what's happening somewhere else.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-07-11
MLB
1 p.m. Washington at New York Mets >>> MASN, WJFK (106.7 FM),WDCN (87.7 FM)
1 p.m. Colorado at Cincinnati >>> MLB Network
6 p.m. Los Angeles Dodgers at Philadelphia >>> MLB Network
6:30 p.m. Chicago Cubs at Baltimore >>> MASN, WIYY (97.9 FM), WSBN (630 AM)
10 p.m. Atlanta at Arizona >>> MLB Network (joined in progress)
GOLF
6 a.m. LPGA Tour: Evian Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
10:30 a.m. DP World Tour/PGA Tour: Scottish Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
2 p.m. PGA Tour Champions: Kaulig Companies Championship,first round >>> Golf Channel
4:30 p.m. PGA Tour: ISCO Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
TENNIS
8 a.m. Wimbledon, women's semifinals >>> ESPN
1 p.m. Wimbledon, mixed doubles final >>> ESPN
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At USA Basketball camp, teenage prodigy Cooper Flagg steals the show
The 17-year-old standout, bound for Duke, helped a select team nearly stun the heavily favored U.S. squad headed to Paris for the Olympics.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-07-10

Maine product Cooper Flagg, right, impressed Los Angeles Lakers forward LeBron James and the rest of USA Basketball's national team during training camp scrimmages in Las Vegas this week. (Ethan Miller/Getty Images)


LAS VEGAS -- Before Cooper Flagg emerged as the world's leading teenage basketball prodigy, he spent childhood winters in Maine ice fishing with his father and two brothers.
Amid the scorching Nevada summer heat, the 17-year-old turned in an impressive stretch of all-around play in a scrimmage against USA Basketball's national team Monday that is bound to be mythologized like a fishing tale as his promising career unfolds.
Media members weren't allowed to watch the entire scrimmage between the team that's headed to the Paris Olympics, led by LeBron James and Stephen Curry, and the select team, composed primarily of young NBA players and Flagg, who will be a freshman at Duke this fall. Official stats weren't kept for the traditional varsity vs. junior varsity affair, according to a USA Basketball official. And Steve Kerr, coach of the national team, declined to comment on Flagg's sterling showing, citing NBA rules that prohibit public statements about players who aren't yet draft eligible.
As soon as the gym doors opened to reporters, though, Flagg drew chuckles and gasps by taking over the scrimmage with an 11-point flurry to lead a select team comeback. The 39-year-old James, who knows a hoops prodigy when he sees one, sought out Flagg for a congratulatory pat on the butt after the national team barely held on for a 74-73 victory.
Flagg, a 6-foot-8 forward who became the first college player to earn a select team invite in more than a decade, showed why he is projected to be the No. 1 pick in the 2025 NBA draft. The polished wing started his scoring burst with a three-pointer from the left corner over Los Angeles Lakers center Anthony Davis and a post-up turnaround over Boston Celtics guard Jrue Holiday.
Then, with momentum building, the baby-faced Flagg brought the ball up the court, worked his way into isolation against Davis and drilled a sidestep three-pointer over one of the NBA's best defensive players. After the national team committed a turnover trying to find Davis in transition, Flagg took control of the ball and quickly pushed it ahead to Sacramento Kings forward Keegan Murray, who missed a three-pointer from the left angle. Flagg sprinted the length of the court during the shot, jumped in traffic to grab the offensive rebound with both hands and finished a midair putback while being fouled by Miami Heat center Bam Adebayo.
The sequence -- the shot, the pass, the rebound and the finish -- went viral on social media, garnering millions of views within an hour. All told, Flagg had scored six points in less than 20 seconds to set up a tense endgame. Davis prevented an embarrassing loss for the overwhelming gold medal favorites by blocking a potential game-winning jumper by Golden State Warriors guard Brandin Podziemski at the buzzer.
Flagg's game-changing performance was made even more remarkable by the fact that he is five years younger than Minnesota Timberwolves guard Anthony Edwards, the national team's youngest player. When Flagg was born Dec. 21, 2006, James was in his fourth NBA season and about to make his third all-star appearance.
"I was just competing and trying as hard as I can," Flagg said. "Giving it 100 percent. I'm confident in my ability and skill. I'm confident in who I am and what I can do. It's a surreal feeling being able to share the court [with the national team]. I'm blessed to have this opportunity to be here. I had no worries. I didn't put any pressure on myself. I'm here for a reason. I know that."

Flagg, who will start his freshman season at Duke in the fall, finished over Miami Heat center Bam Adebayo during a USA Basketball scrimmage Monday. (Ethan Miller/Getty Images)


Flagg's appeal as a prospect owes to his excellent motor, strong athletic tools and innate basketball intelligence, plus the do-everything game he displayed Monday in front of a few hundred onlookers. He is an effective ballhandler, a willing outside shooter, a physical rebounder, an above-the-rim finisher and a multi-positional defender who can handle assignments in the paint or on the perimeter -- all rolled into one package.
"He looks like a hell of a player," said Phoenix Suns forward Kevin Durant, who was sidelined for the scrimmage with a calf injury. "He's 17 years old coming in here playing like a [veteran] almost. No emotion. Just going out there and doing his job. That's a good sign."
If Flagg blossoms into a player capable of taking the reins of the U.S. team, his fearless showing at UNLV will be remembered as the moment he first proved he could hold his own against the best in the world.
"The select team was great," Kerr said, smiling as he artfully dodged commenting directly about Flagg. "They challenged us. They were physical. They ran a lot of stuff the European teams will run. It couldn't have worked out any better."
The one person who didn't appear to be caught up in the excitement was Flagg, who chatted with a pair of fellow Duke Blue Devils -- Celtics forward Jayson Tatum and USA Basketball managing director Grant Hill -- before nonchalantly recounting the afternoon's events. Though Flagg grew up as a Celtics fan and fashioned his offensive approach by studying Tatum, he said he felt comfortable playing against a U.S. squad of 12 all-stars and nearly as many future Hall of Famers.
"[There was some awe] at first, walking into the gym, seeing all those players, but not once we started playing," he said. "Once the ball goes up, I'm just a competitor. It's a little bit of an adjustment being on the court with them, but at the same time I'm just playing basketball and trying to win. [The national team players] have all been pretty welcoming. They're just telling me to keep working and stay grounded."
Flagg, who reclassified to be a high school senior last year before leading Montverde Academy (Fla.) to an undefeated season and a national title, said he was "striving for" a spot on the U.S. roster for the 2027 FIBA World Cup in Qatar. By that point, he will be 20 and probably will have completed a one-and-done freshman campaign at Duke and two NBA seasons.
In the meantime, Flagg expects the national team to secure its fifth consecutive gold medal in Paris next month.
"They can be any team they want to be," he said. "They have no weaknesses, no holes. They can play any type of way and dominate. It's going to be a dominant team that asserts their will on everybody they see."

Flagg drilled a three-pointer over Lakers center Anthony Davis during Monday's scrimmage. (Ethan Miller/Getty Images)
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Tesla sells 'Self-Driving' cars. Is it fraud?
A series of investigations focuses on whether Tesla committed fraud in its marketing of Autopilot and Full Self-Driving.
By Faiz Siddiqui | 2024-07-11

Tesla is being investigated at various levels over claims that its vehicles are "self-driving." In this photo from December 2021, a new Tesla owner demonstrates on a closed course in Portland, Ore., how he can play video games on the vehicle's console while driving. (Gillian Flaccus/AP)


A growing number of investigations and legal complaints are targeting Tesla's claims that its cars are "Full Self-Driving," scrutinizing the company's decisions to brand and market its suite of driver-assistance technologies for evidence of potential fraud.
The U.S. Justice Department is probing the company's marketing of both Full Self-Driving and Autopilot, Tesla's advanced driver-assistance systems. California's Department of Motor Vehicles is also reviewing those features in light of provisions including a 2022 law prohibiting companies from using marketing and language that would "lead a reasonable person to believe that the feature allows the vehicle to function as an autonomous vehicle." Tesla has received inquiries from the Securities and Exchange Commission related to its claims to investors, according to news reports and public filings. And a civil lawsuit in California represents drivers who say they were defrauded by the company's claims and are seeking refunds and damages over their purchases.
At issue is whether the term Full Self-Driving implies that the cars are autonomous -- meaning drivers don't need to pay attention. In recent court filings, Tesla says the cars are not "autonomous" and that its user manuals and sensors alert drivers to the need to hold the wheel and keep their eyes on the road. Yet in a post on X last month, Tesla's head of Autopilot, Ashok Elluswamy, used the word, writing that the cars "have the most autonomous capability compared to any production car."
Tesla, its CEO Elon Musk and Elluswamy did not respond to requests for comment. The Department of Justice and the Securities and Exchange Commission, through spokespeople, declined to comment.
The wave of scrutiny comes less than a month before Tesla is due to unveil what it calls a robotaxi, a dedicated vehicle that would run a version of its Full Self-Driving software, shuttling passengers between destinations without a driver. (It has no known production timeline and Tesla is known for making ambitious product announcements without concrete plans to deliver.)
Many of the probes and lawsuits weigh similar claims made by Musk.
Most Tesla cars today come with a feature it calls Autopilot, a suite of software that allows vehicles to keep their distance behind others, maintain a set speed and steer on highways, following the trajectory of lane lines. The company has for years offered an upgrade package called Full Self-Driving, which costs $8,000 (down from $15,000) -- or $99 a month -- and enables its vehicles to navigate city and residential streets on their own, provided the driver demonstrates they are paying attention.
Tesla promised customers years ago that this upgrade would turn cars into an appreciable asset -- meaning their value would increase over time -- after they one day become autonomous through a software update. That has yet to happen, and that's what the California lawsuit is about.
"Contrary to Tesla's repeated promises that it would have a fully self-driving car within months or a year, Tesla has never been remotely close to achieving that goal," reads the civil complaint in U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California, which is seeking class-action certification. In addition to financial remedies, it asks for an injunction prohibiting Tesla from continuing to market its technology in "deceptive and misleading" ways.
"One of the arguments we make is you can't get more self-driving than fully self-driving," said attorney Andrew Kirtley, who is representing customers in the Autopilot class-action suit.
Among the statements under scrutiny, according to interviews and documents: Musk's 2019 pronouncement that Tesla would put 1 million robotaxis on the road by 2020 and Tesla's assertions that its vehicles have all the hardware needed to deploy the Full Self-Driving feature. The Northern California civil lawsuit specifically cites Musk's assertion on a 2016 conference call that a Tesla would be able to drive itself from Los Angeles to New York City "by the end of next year without the need for a single touch."
In that case, drivers allege that they were misled into paying for a feature that still hasn't materialized. Meanwhile, at least two dozen people have died in crashes in which Tesla's driver-assistance features were engaged, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration; in some cases, they were alleged to be driving under the influence or distracted.
In Tesla's response to the California lawsuit, the company claims its driver-assistance features -- including steering, accelerating and merging -- make the cars "self-driving, but not autonomous." It has made the same claim on its website, saying Autopilot and Full Self-Driving "features do not make the vehicle autonomous" and that its systems are "intended to be used only with a fully attentive driver."
But legal experts question the distinction: "When I hear self-driving and autonomous I kind of hear the same thing," said Anthony Casey, a University of Chicago law professor, adding that the legal question will revolve around "what would a normal person hear" in the term "self-driving."
Still, he said, the bar for proving that Tesla's marketing claims amount to fraud, particularly criminal fraud, is high. "You also would have to show that they intended to get [a person] to buy it by misleading you," Casey said.
Tesla is far from the first company to tussle with regulators and federal officials over the ambitious promises of its tech. Legal experts said other companies in similar situations have made the same argument Tesla is making now: that failure to deliver on its promises is not a crime.
An attorney for Elizabeth Holmes, the disgraced Silicon Valley wunderkind who promoted a medical device that could purportedly perform a battery tests with a tiny amount of blood, made this argument explicitly during Holmes's 2021 criminal trial. "Failure is not a crime," the attorney argued. "Trying your hardest and coming up short is not a crime." A jury disagreed: Holmes was convicted and is now serving an 11-year prison sentence.
In the ongoing Justice Department probe, investigators have focused on Tesla's promises, according to John Bernal, a former Tesla Autopilot employee who was interviewed by an FBI agent and a representative of the U.S. Transportation Department for five hours in 2022.
"They kept saying over and over again their focus is in terms of marketing with the namesake," Bernal said, referring to terms such as Autopilot and Full Self-Driving. "They believe that those namesakes imply a higher sense of functionality than they actually deliver."
Bernal said "their main holy grail info they were seeking was they wanted physical, written documentation in advertisement or marketing form" that Tesla was billing its driver-assistance systems as autonomous. Bernal did not have evidence of that, he said. He said the officials told him their investigation had stretched back to 2018 and involved interviews with numerous employees.
Federal officials have focused at least in part on a 2016 Tesla marketing video, set to the Rolling Stones song "Paint It Black," that purported to show a Tesla maneuvering near the company's headquarters on its own, which came up repeatedly in the interview with Bernal. "The person in the driver's seat is only there for legal reasons," the 2016 video's opening slide reads. "He is not doing anything. The car is driving itself."
A Tesla official later acknowledged, after reporting by the New York Times, that the video was staged and the car in fact crashed during filming.
At the time, Musk was deep into a push to make Teslas capable of autonomy, an effort that led to heated back-and-forths between him and the engineers responsible for delivering. At one point, Musk left a car during a test drive after the software performed badly, slamming the door shut and walking back toward Tesla's offices.
"Nothing f---ing works," Musk fumed before storming off, according to a person with knowledge of the episode, speaking on the condition of anonymity for fear of retribution.
A recent Musk biography said Musk frequently would show up to Tesla's office dismayed by the software's performance.
A few months after the incident newly detailed by The Post, Tesla released the "Paint It Black" video.
Tesla, in response to another lawsuit, called the video an "aspirational" demonstration of its software's potential capabilities.
Similar videos have been used in other cases -- even against another electric vehicle manufacturer. Trevor Milton, the founder of electric truck start-up Nikola, was found guilty of misleading investors in a federal fraud case that alleged a video demonstration of its truck's capabilities, in reality, showed the truck rolling downhill rather than propelling itself on its own.
Carl Tobias, a University of Richmond law professor, said the civil case would be most likely to gain momentum in the short term, given the extended nature of federal investigations and the lower burden of proof in civil cases.
"There were some representations, especially video, that they made ... look better than it actually was," he said. "And I think people felt manipulated in that context: that they overrated how quickly they could do things or how well it could perform and that kind of thing as a sales technique."
Tobias said customers' reliance on those claims could entitle them to refunds "to make good on that promise."
Musk had been pushing for autonomous capability in his cars for years, in ways that were at times inconsistent with Tesla's level of progress and to the chagrin of safety officials who had not anticipated such a brazen effort to bill consumer vehicles as self-driving, The Washington Post has reported.
Around late 2014, software entrepreneur Dan O'Dowd said he'd learned Musk was planning to deliver an autonomous vehicle by the end of the following year. Now a vocal Tesla critic, O'Dowd was at the time a contractor for Tesla whose company helped streamline the Autopilot technology to take up less computer space.
In 2019, Musk made another audacious promise: to put 1 million robotaxis on the road by 2020, in part by utilizing the privately owned Teslas sitting in people's driveways. "The fleet wakes up with an over-the-air update," Musk said at the time.
That didn't happen. Instead, Tesla has focused on smaller developments, releasing the first iteration of its Full Self-Driving software, known as Full Self-Driving Beta, in late 2020, followed by successive improvements such as better recognition of road signs and lane markings and aiming for smoother driving. He launched the latest version of the software, known as V12, this year, touting it as a revolutionary leap forward.
In April, Musk made a new promise: "Tesla Robotaxi unveil on 8/8," he wrote. On Thursday, however, Bloomberg reported that Tesla planned to delay the event to October.
Tom Gorman, former senior counsel in the SEC's division of enforcement, said Musk's Robotaxi statements could also be reviewed by the agency, which would scrutinize the promises in light of investor decisions. Musk's robotaxi promise was made amid slumping stock prices in the first half of 2024.
"If he really doesn't have the ability to do what he's doing ... they'd go after him for that," Gorman said. "If you're saying, 'I am going to have a completely self-driving car and it can drive you around the planet completely by yourself two weeks from now,' and you're starting to hype that, he'll probably get sued."
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You're holding your phone wrong
Since you're unlikely to use your smartphone less, try these adjustments to minimize hand and eye issues.
By Heather Kelly | 2024-07-11

(Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post)


When people warn about the dangers of screen time, they are usually thinking about its impact on mental health or interpersonal relationships.
What about the physical issues that come with clasping a metal rectangle in your hand for hours at a time? Or holding it close to your face so you can make out your poorly lit streaming TV shows clearly?
There are so many ways a phone can impact your health, beyond toxic content, that smartphone makers are building in tools to help counteract it. Before you get carpal tunnel syndrome, a case of eyestrain or another migraine, try some small changes.
Here are some things experts say you should be doing differently when using your smartphone, organized by body part.
We talk a lot about the right and wrong way to type or sit at a desk, but how should you be clutching your favorite little screen?
The key is keeping a neutral wrist position, says Lauren Shapiro, an assistant professor of orthopaedic surgery at the University of California at San Francisco. That means the wrist is straight or has just a light bend in it.
"Flexing the wrist, extending the wrist, and a tight grip or grasp will put more stress and strain on the body," says Shapiro.
She recommends taking breaks to avoid extended periods of use. Make sure your phone isn't too big for your hand and opt for hands-free tools when possible, such as voice dictation or a phone call instead of texting.
If you are using an attachment on the back of your phone to hold it, make sure you're not resting the entire weight of your phone on one spot, like a single finger.
There's not enough research to make a direct causal link between hand injuries and the increase in phone use, Shapiro says. However, it's likely that holding a smartphone or tablet incorrectly and too often could contribute to issues such as thumb arthritis, carpal tunnel and tendinitis.
Call your doctor if you are experiencing numbness and tingling, clicking or locking of the fingers, or persistent or severe pain and or numbness in the hand, arm or shoulder on your phone-holding side.
The ideal way to hold a phone may be not holding it at all. Prop it up or use a stand that doubles as a charger and place it around eye level.
Before you start blasting "Pink Pony Club" over your headphones, make sure you aren't dialing the volume up too far and risking hearing loss. The National Institute on Deafness and Other Communication Disorders recommends keeping the noise under 70 decibels. On an iPhone, you can choose the maximum volume under the Sounds & Haptics - Headphone Safety setting. You can also control a child's maximum volume in the Screen Time controls. On an Android device, you can find options in the Sounds and Vibrations settings.
Staring at a smartphone or tablet screen for extended periods of time can cause eyestrain. The fix is distance, breaks and a little sunshine.
When you're looking at your phone, it should be at least a foot away from your face to prevent eyestrain, says Raj Maturi, a spokesperson for the American Academy of Ophthalmology and an ophthalmologist at Midwest Eye Institute. Take a break from looking at the screen about every 20 minutes, but don't just stare at your wall. Go outside.
"When you're outside in bright sun, your pupils go down to a very small size," Maturi says. "This automatically relieves the pressure on your eyes."
You can try the 20-20-20 rule, which is taking a 20-second break every 20 minutes to stare at something at least 20 feet away from you. You can also take longer but less frequent breaks. However you go about it, make sure you find ways to let your irises and pupils relax.
In addition to eyestrain, staring at screens too much could contribute to more permanent eye problems, especially in younger users, experts say. There isn't enough evidence yet to tie extended phone and screen use to a rise in myopia, but Maturi says the correlation is quite strong.
Apple has an optional feature called Screen Distance in Settings - Screen Time that will warn you when your screen is too close to your face.
Phones were built to be portable, but often they can keep us inert, glued to our chairs or rotting in our beds.
If your phone usage is getting in the way of regular physical activity, start scheduling breaks. According to the Department of Health and Human Services, adults should get 21/2 to 5 hours of moderate aerobic activity every week. Short on time? Try 75 minutes of more intense activity. Sprinkle it throughout the week so you are, at the bare minimum, getting your heart going 30 minutes every day.
The benefits of regular exercise is well documented. But it can help reduce the risk of diseases such as heart disease, stroke and some cancers. It can also help lower cholesterol, increase energy levels, help with conditions that impact cognition and even improve mental health.
Dealing with phone separation anxiety? Take it with you! Listen to music or a podcast while you walk or run errands, but keep your phone in your pocket.
A screen can trigger tension headaches or migraines in someone who suffers from them, according to Charles Flippen II, associate dean of the Center for Continuing Professional Development at the David Geffen School of Medicine at University of California at Los Angeles.
Some of the reasons include not moving enough, your neck position, a sensitivity to light and a decrease in how often you are blinking, which dries out the eyes.
The fix, as you may have guessed by now, is using your device in moderation and taking regular breaks. If you're light sensitive, you can turn down the brightness or avoid looking at a bright screen in a dark room. To avoid straining your neck, make your phone as close to eye level as possible.
There's another huge way our smartphones are impacting our brains: They're eating into our sleep. Flippen, who is the Richard D. and Ruth P. Walter Professor of Neurology, recommends no screens in bed and for at least an hour before you go to sleep. If you have to look -- and do you, really? -- turn on settings to minimize blue light, which could suppress the production of melatonin. On iOS devices, turn on the Night Shift setting. On Android devices, go to the Display settings and look for the blue light or night settings.
"For good rest, you want to clear your head of all the leftovers from the day and the best way to do that is just to put the phone down," Flippen says.
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A grieving mom's TikTok videos spark online speech battle
A Mississippi judge ordered Heather Wyatt to take down posts accusing schoolmates of bullying her daughter, Aubreigh, to death
By Will Oremus | 2024-07-11

(Washington Post illustration; iStock)


A judge has ordered a Mississippi woman who says her daughter was bullied to death to shut down her social media accounts, as a small-town tragedy balloons into an online drama with millions of onlookers.
After 13-year-old Aubreigh Wyatt died by suicide in September 2023, her grieving mother, Heather Wyatt, began posting about her death on TikTok, attracting hundreds of thousands of followers. Heather Wyatt attributed her daughter's death to bullying, both online and offline, at the hands of schoolmates in Ocean Springs, Miss., near Biloxi.
Though Wyatt didn't name the four teens she accused of bullying her daughter, their names and other information about them quickly surfaced in the replies to her posts, as well as in other TikTok and Facebook posts by her followers and supporters. Now the families of those four teens say they're the ones being subjected to a vicious campaign of harassment and threats, and they've sued Wyatt for defamation and slander.
The saga is playing out online before an audience that reaches far beyond the 20,000 residents of Ocean Springs, illustrating how TikTok can put a national spotlight on a local tragedy in ways that complicate the lives of those involved. The case pits a grief-stricken mother's right to speak out against the privacy and safety of the teens she blames for her daughter's death.
On July 1, a judge in Jackson County Chancery Court granted an emergency injunction requiring Wyatt to temporarily shut down her TikTok, Facebook and other social media accounts "to protect the minor children in this case." The order was leaked and circulated widely online despite the court ordering all records sealed, as earlier reported by the Biloxi Sun-Herald.
Outraged supporters of Wyatt have posted TikTok videos protesting her "silencing," some of which have been viewed hundreds of thousands of times. The judge is scheduled to review the order in a hearing next week.
That case is separate from the defamation lawsuit against Wyatt, which the four teens' families filed on July 2 in the county's circuit court. They say Wyatt in her TikTok videos invited her followers to learn and reveal the names of the four teens, even after investigations by local police and a youth court found no evidence that they were responsible for Aubreigh Wyatt's death.
In one particularly emotional video, Wyatt showed herself stumbling on her daughter's suicide notes to members of the family months after her death. The family had previously thought Aubreigh didn't leave a note.
Some TikTok videos about the case, which often include hashtags such as #LLAW (for Live like Aubreigh Wyatt), have millions of likes and tens of millions of views on the platform.
Wyatt has started a GoFundMe for her legal expenses, bringing in more than $95,000 from nearly 4,000 donors as of Wednesday afternoon. She did not respond to requests for comment Wednesday, and an attorney representing her declined to comment.
Wyatt has said in TikTok videos that her goal is to shine a light on teen mental health issues. The plaintiffs accuse her of trying to capitalize on the situation for "clicks," to grow her social media following and bring in revenue.
Patrick Guild, the plaintiffs' attorney, said he couldn't comment on the judge's order because the case was sealed by court order, adding that he was disappointed to see it posted on social media.
"What has happened as a result of that is that a lot of different theories, and I'll say, false information has come out" as to the reasons for the order, Guild said. He added that the accusations of bullying by his clients are "patently false" but have been "elevated to such a grand scale based on Heather Wyatt's number of followers."
"As a result, my clients have been receiving threats that in my opinion can be construed as real concerns for their safety," he said.
Razzan Nakhlawi contributed to this report.
If you or someone you know needs help, visit 988lifeline.org or call or text the Suicide & Crisis Lifeline at 988.
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Microsoft, Apple will not join OpenAI's board as regulatory scrutiny grows
Microsoft and Apple will no longer sit as observers on OpenAI's board, as regulators ask whether tech giants hold too much sway over AI upstarts.
By Gerrit De Vynck, Cat Zakrzewski | 2024-07-10

Sam Altman, left, joins Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella onstage at OpenAI's first developer conference last year in San Francisco. (Barbara Ortutay/AP)


Microsoft and Apple, the two most important partners of ChatGPT-maker OpenAI, will not have advisory roles on the company's board of directors, as governments in the United States and Europe take a closer look at the power Big Tech companies have over leading artificial intelligence start-ups.
Microsoft, which has invested billions into OpenAI, received a nonvoting seat on the company's board after a dramatic boardroom shake-up last year led to CEO Sam Altman being fired and then reinstated days later. Apple was slated to take an advisory board role as well after striking a deal to integrate ChatGPT into its products last month, Bloomberg News previously reported, but any such plan will not go ahead. OpenAI confirmed its board will not include any advisory seats going forward.
A Microsoft spokesperson confirmed that the company will relinquish its board seat. An Apple spokesperson did not respond to a request for comment. The Financial Times first reported the two companies' withdrawals.
In the absence of formal board roles for its most prominent partners, OpenAI will have regular meetings for major investors and partners. Those will be open to Apple and Microsoft, OpenAI spokesperson Kayla Wood said in an email. "We look forward to continuing to receive feedback and advice from these key stakeholders."
The rise of OpenAI and other AI start-ups such as Anthropic, spurred by interest in ChatGPT and other chatbots, shook up the tech industry last year. Analysts and tech leaders have suggested that the newcomers could usurp some of the power of dominant players such as Microsoft.
But OpenAI and other leading AI start-ups have become dependent on investment from the largest tech companies because of the immense costs of developing cutting-edge AI. Algorithms behind systems like ChatGPT are trained using expensive and power-hungry computer hardware.
Microsoft invested billions in OpenAI in early 2023, while Anthropic took on funding from Google and Amazon last year as well. But those deals have drawn attention from regulators. (Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Washington Post.)
In January, the Federal Trade Commission said it would look into whether the investments and partnerships between AI companies and Big Tech are stifling true competition. "Our study will shed light on whether investments and partnerships pursued by dominant companies risk distorting innovation and undermining fair competition," FTC Chair Lina Khan said in a statement at the time.
Last month, Khan's agency reached a deal with the Justice Department that lays the groundwork for the FTC to probe Microsoft and OpenAI's partnership.
Microsoft giving up a formal role on OpenAI's board is unlikely to resolve the FTC's concern about the relationship between the two companies, according to an agency official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the private matter. The official said the move suggests that the companies recognize that their deal may pose "serious" antitrust issues.
OpenAI has been hiring lawyers and lobbyists at a rapid pace as it has grown and faced more legal and regulatory pressure. The company is facing a growing number of lawsuits from news organizations, authors and other content creators who say the company used their copyrighted work to train its AI algorithms without payment or permission.
Despite its prominence, OpenAI's business is still nascent, and it needs to find many more customers if it is to turn a profit. Forming alliances with Big Tech can help AI start-ups gain access to billions of paying customers around the world, an easier path than developing new products from scratch.
OpenAI and Apple framed their recent deal as mutually beneficial, with Apple enhancing the iPhone by providing access to ChatGPT and OpenAI getting its technology introduced to users of Apple phones and computers.
Microsoft's advisory role on OpenAI's board was announced after the AI company's dramatic boardroom showdown in November. Most of the company's previous board voted to fire Altman, a move that drew outrage and shock from the tech world and threats from the majority of the company's employees to leave the company. Altman was reinstated several days later, in a deal that saw almost all board members step down.
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Influencer running for U.S. Senate challenges campaign finance rules
Senate candidate and online influencer Caroline Gleich asked regulators to modernize campaign finance rules she says disadvantage people who make a living online.
By Taylor Lorenz | 2024-07-10

Caroline Gleich, a ski mountaineer and online content creator, is running for the U.S. Senate. (The Committee to Elect Caroline Gleich)


Caroline Gleich, the Utah Democrat vying to replace retiring Sen. Mitt Romney (R), is asking the Federal Election Commission to update its rules for the age of the online influencer.
On Wednesday, Gleich, a professional ski mountaineer and online content creator, filed a request seeking permission to sidestep campaign finance rules that she says disadvantage influencers who make a living generating sponsored posts on social media.
Under current FEC rules, any sponsored social post that features Gleich and is distributed in Utah within 90 days of the Nov. 5 election could be considered a "coordinated communication." As such, it would count as an in-kind political contribution and have to be listed in her campaign finance reports. Gleich is asking the FEC to agree that sponsored posts are "business communications" and therefore exempt from the rule.
Gleich, who appears to be the first full-time content creator to run for Congress, said in an interview with The Washington Post that the rules have already disrupted some of her sponsorships. One brand pulled out of a deal because of the complexities of booking an ad campaign with someone running for office, Gleich said, adding that negotiating new deals also has become more difficult.
"I have two other brands that I've been working with for years that are both very strongly thinking about canceling their contracts because of the general uncertainty," she said.
The FEC declined to comment on Gleich's request. But campaign finance experts acknowledged that some rules may not be suited to the influencer era.
"These rules were written when social media was in its infancy," said Daniel Weiner, director of the elections and government program at the Brennan Center, a nonpartisan law and policy institute. "So in innumerable instances, they just don't take into account the whole concept of a social media influencer."
FEC rules can also require companies that mention federal candidates in advertisements to disclose them as electioneering communications, he said.
Although content creators play a growing role in politics and are part of an industry set to be worth nearly half a trillion dollars annually by 2027, according to Goldman Sachs, the federal government collects little data on the sector. Millions work as professional influencers, but federal labor statistics offer no reliable measurements for the creator industry, even as the Census Bureau's industry index tracks hyper-specific jobs such as "canary raiser," "magician helper" and "roller skate repairer."
Gleich says the United States needs more influencers to run for federal office because they could deliver a much-needed boost to Capitol Hill's tech savvy. "People who understand social media will make extremely powerful elected officials," she said ahead of the filing. "Content creators know firsthand the impacts of troll farms, algorithms and the threats to American democracy."
Gleich's filing also asked the FEC to let her use a different method to calculate the replacement salary candidates are allowed to draw from campaign funds, arguing that the traditional method fails to accommodate people with irregular income.
Gleich is not the first candidate to complain that the coordinated-communications rule makes it hard to sustain their livelihood. In 2012, Markwayne Mullin, an Oklahoma Republican then seeking a seat in the U.S. House, asked the FEC to exempt advertisements for his plumbing company. After the FEC failed to reach a consensus, Mullin pulled the advertising. He won the House race and now serves in the Senate.
It is unclear whether the commission will see that past case as supportive of Gleich's request or not. "I certainly don't think there would necessarily be a principled reason to single out an influencer and treat her differently than the owner of a car dealership, for instance, who appears in his ads selling cars," Weiner said. However, because Gleich is doing advertisements on behalf of other brands and businesses, not her own, the analogy is imperfect.
Ben Anderson, Gleich's deputy campaign manager, said the FEC's decision could help encourage more people making a living on the internet to run for federal office. Jake Paul, a YouTube influencer and professional boxer, has said that he plans to run for president one day. And just last week, the biggest content creator on YouTube, MrBeast, 26, said he would run for president if the age limit were lowered -- a tall order, given that the requirement that the president be at least 35 years old is enshrined in the U.S. Constitution.
Gleich's FEC challenge is "about opening doors for different kinds of people from different backgrounds," Anderson said. "As content creators become a bigger thing in politics and culture, I think it's going to be really important to have rules that reflect that and don't lock people out with those kinds of backgrounds and careers."
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NASA astronauts are confident Boeing's Starliner will get them home
NASA and Boeing are continuing to conduct ground tests to see why five of the spacecraft's thrusters stopped working during the approach to the space station. 
By Christian Davenport | 2024-07-10

Barry "Butch" Wilmore, left, and Suni Williams inside the vestibule between the International Space Station and Boeing's Starliner spacecraft. (AFP/Getty Images)


The two NASA astronauts who flew in Boeing's Starliner spacecraft to the International Space Station last month said Wednesday that they have no concerns the capsule will be able to fly them home safely, even as their return has been postponed indefinitely while NASA and Boeing struggle to determine what caused a series of thruster failures and helium leaks.
In a short press briefing from the space station, Barry "Butch" Wilmore, a veteran of two previous spaceflights said that "we're absolutely confident" in the return trip and that despite the issues on the way to the station, Starliner was "truly impressive."
Still, as he took over manual control of the autonomous spacecraft as it approached the station June 6, he "could tell that the thrust was degraded," he said. "At the time, we didn't know why, obviously. The failures had just happened. You could tell it was degraded, but it was still impressive."
Sunita Williams, who is also on her third spaceflight, said she has "a real good feeling in my heart that the spacecraft will bring us home, no problem."
But when that will happen is still unclear. NASA and Boeing are continuing to conduct ground tests to see if they can figure out why five of the spacecraft's "reaction control thrusters," which are used to position the vehicle, stopped working during the approach to the station. Four of the five thrusters ultimately came back online and worked properly, allowing Starliner to successfully dock. NASA has said it won't attempt to use the fifth thruster on the return trip. The spacecraft is outfitted with a total of 28 such thrusters on the service module, which is used to provide power and much of the vehicle's propulsion.
In addition to those problems, Starliner has sprung five helium leaks in the propulsion system. NASA has said the leaks are small and that the spacecraft has plenty of helium, which is used to pressurize the propulsion system, for the rest of the mission.
In a separate briefing Wednesday, Steve Stich, who oversees NASA's commercial crew program, said that if all the testing reveals no major issues with the thrusters, the crew could return as early as the end of July. "But we'll just follow the data each step at a time, and then at the right time, figure out when the right undock opportunity is," he said.
The mission is Starliner's first flight with humans on board, a test designed to see how the vehicle performs before NASA allows a full contingent of four astronauts to fly to the space station for stays as long as six months. SpaceX, the other company NASA relies on for crew transportation, has been flying astronauts to the space station since 2020 in its Dragon capsule.
Williams and Wilmore were initially supposed to stay on the space station for only about 10 days, but then NASA delayed the return three times before pushing it back indefinitely while it seeks to better understand the spacecraft's problems.
The teams have been running tests at the White Sands Missile Range in New Mexico, mimicking the flight profile to and from the space station to try to see if they can determine what caused the problems.
"Really what we're doing is just taking the time to make sure that we have looked under every rock and every stone," Stich said. "Just to make sure that there's nothing else that would surprise us."
In a briefing late last month, he said that the crew members were not stuck in space and that there were no plans for any kind of rescue operation. "I want to make it clear that Butch and Suni aren't stranded in space," he said. "Our plan is to continue to return them on Starliner and return them home at the right time."
On Wednesday, he reiterated that the "prime option today is to return Butch and Suni on Starliner. Right now, we don't see any reason why that wouldn't be the case." Referring to SpaceX's Dragon spacecraft, he added that "we have two vehicles, two different systems that we could use to return crew, and so we have a little bit more time to go through the data and then make a decision as to whether we need to do anything different."
He added that there's "been no discussion of sending another Dragon to rescue to the Starliner crew."
NASA has repeatedly said that Starliner is cleared to fly the astronauts home in the event of an emergency. Late last month, Wilmore and Williams got a real-life test when they were forced to board Starliner after a satellite came apart in orbit, potentially threatening the space station. The debris passed without a problem, and Starliner "worked exceptionally well and as envisioned for this case," Ed Van Cise, a NASA flight director, said in a statement.
While they have been on the station, Williams and Wilmore have continued to test the spacecraft, including loading it up with a full contingent of four astronauts to test its life-support systems.
Williams said being on the orbiting laboratory "feels like coming back home. It feels good to float around. It feels good to be in space and work up here with the International Space Station team. So yeah, it's great to be up here. I'm not complaining that we're here for a couple extra weeks."
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NATO's newest weapon is online content creators 
NATO and the State Department are hosting online content creators in Washington, D.C., this week in an attempt to boost the alliance's image with young people.
By Taylor Lorenz | 2024-07-10

Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks Wednesday at the NATO summit in Washington. (Kevin Dietsch/Getty Images)


Mingling with the top brass and world leaders at the NATO summit in Washington this week will be some fresher faces on a unique mission: social media influencers recruited to improve NATO's image with young people.
NATO invited 16 content creators from member nations including Belgium, Canada, the United States and Britain to attend the summit. The United States is running its own social media mission in support. An additional 27 creators were invited to the summit by the Defense Department and the State Department, which last year became the first Cabinet-level agency to establish a team dedicated to partnerships with digital content creators.
The creators have large followings on platforms including TikTok, YouTube and Instagram, and cover topics ranging from politics to national security to news, current events and pop culture. In the space of 48 hours this week, a band of creators met with top officials from the most powerful institutions in D.C., including the Pentagon and State Department. At the White House, they met with John Kirby, President Biden's national security communications adviser. At least two creators were granted interviews with Secretary of State Antony Blinken.
Deploying social media stars in D.C. could engage NATO at a critical moment with a generation born after the enemy it was formed to resist had dissolved. The backing of Biden and unified support for Ukraine has strengthened the alliance. But concern is rising inside NATO at the possibility that Donald Trump, who uses the alliance as a punching bag in stump speeches, could return to the White House.
"NATO is one of the greatest success stories that the world has ever known, and we want to make sure that we're reaching new and different audiences to tell that story," said Jennifer Min, director of digital media for the Defense Department, adding that the creators would be meeting with senior government leaders during their trip.
On Monday, influencers posed for selfies with Gen. Philippe Lavigne, NATO's supreme allied commander transformation, at an event hosted by the alliance at George Washington University. "Great discussions with content creators," he later posted on X. "... Their fresh perspectives & innovative storytelling, their commitment to promoting reliable info empowers young people to make informed decisions about their future security."
"During the Summit, creators will be given the opportunity to attend the NATO Public Forum and engage with numerous experts and senior NATO and Allied officials," a NATO spokesperson said via email.
On Tuesday, NATO turned to Anthony John Polcari, a D.C.-based content creator known online as "Tony P," to open the summit on Instagram. "Did you know Washington, D.C., witnessed the birth of NATO?" he asks in a video shared with his more than 200,000 followers, and NATO's more than 1.4 million.
Polcari said that when NATO contacted him, he agreed to collaborate immediately because he believes in the alliance's mission. He worked with NATO to produce the video posted Tuesday but was not paid for the project. "We need organizations like NATO not only to protect nations from war but to prevent war," he said. "It's a moral thing."
NATO is covering the content creators' travel expenses, including transportation, hotels and meals -- perks most journalistic organizations would decline. It is not paying fees for the creators to create specific content and has no editorial control over content they produce. A NATO spokesperson said it respects the creators' "freedom of speech." The State Department and the Defense Department are also not paying the creators.
"They're treating us like media," said V Spehar, a TikTok news content creator and independent journalist with 3.1 million followers on the platform. "They had us in the press briefing room for the Pentagon with Fox News and the Associated Press."
This week appears to be NATO's most prominent engagement with content creators since it started forging relationships with influencers. In 2022, NATO invited nine content creators to its headquarters in Brussels so they could learn more about the organization. In April, NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg welcomed nearly a dozen content creators to NATO headquarters for a 75th anniversary event.
Preston Stewart, a YouTuber with more than 707,000 subscribers who makes content about the military and serves in the U.S. Army Reserve, said this week's summit is his fourth event with NATO, including one where he and other creators were brought aboard an aircraft carrier off the coast of France to kick off a NATO mission in the Eastern Mediterranean.
Stewart said that NATO has always given him editorial independence, allowing him, for example, to ask military leaders about the North Atlantic Fella Organization, a group of internet activists who raise money for Ukraine and combat pro-Russian messaging about the war. "There's never been any 'take this down,' 'edit this,' or 'say more of that,'" Stewart said. "It's been completely open."
Other creators on the trip include TikTok star Aaron Parnas, who covers current events and politics; Sharon McMahon, an educational content creator; Michelle Curran, a former U.S. Air Force fighter pilot and motivational speaker; A.B. Burns-Tucker, who covers legal and political commentary in African American vernacular; Lauren Cella, a teacher who makes comedic videos about history; and U.K. news content creator Dylan Page.
NATO's outreach to creators is part of a broader initiative called Protect the Future, which the alliance says is intended to "raise awareness of and support for NATO among young audiences across the Alliance and give them a voice in NATO's ongoing adaptation."
Jeremy Shapiro, research director of the European Council on Foreign Relations, said he was skeptical that working with content creators would sway public opinion about the alliance.
"NATO has this view that it has a public relations problem," he said. "Its problem is not messaging. Its problem is that the American public is becoming more self-interested, are listening more to people like Donald Trump and even those in the Democratic Party who aren't as interested in adventures abroad and are a little annoyed that U.S. foreign policy hasn't been going well over the past 25 years."
Although it faces similar challenges, the State Department has made a significant effort to embrace content creators over the past year. The department has granted them interviews with Blinken and brought influencers along on state visits, including recent trips to Japan, Korea and Kenya.
"We know that more and more people are receiving news through social media channels, including via content creators," a State Department spokesperson said. "During the NATO summit, we are engaging with these voices to reach additional audiences and explain the importance of the Alliance and its 75th Anniversary."
Although it is a new and arguably unproven approach to statecraft, Gavin Wilde, a senior fellow in the Technology and International Affairs Program at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, said it makes sense for NATO to launch a novel public relations campaign.
"[NATO] clearly doesn't have the same kind of resonance that it perhaps had in previous eras," he said.
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Health tracking rings are getting more popular. Samsung wants in.
The Galaxy Ring tracks sleep quality, lasts nearly a week on a single charge, and controls your phone. Is that enough to take smart rings mainstream?
By Chris Velazco | 2024-07-10

Prototypes of Samsung Galaxy rings. (Pau Barrena/AFP/Getty Images)


For people looking for a more discreet -- and perhaps more stylish -- way to keep tabs on their health, a ring might be just the thing.
At least that's what Samsung is hoping.
On Wednesday, the consumer electronics giant revealed a slew of new devices at a splashy event in Paris, including a pair of new foldable phones and updated smartwatches. But it's the company's "smart" ring -- the $399 Galaxy Ring -- that seems to have garnered the most attention.
That's in part because it is new ground for Samsung, a company that has most recently highlighted its interest in artificial intelligence and home robotics. But it's also the first big tech company to embrace of a class of health devices that haven't yet gone fully mainstream.
Over the last five years, smart rings have grown in popularity for their ability to monitor key facets of a user's health -- like their heart rate and sleep quality -- without requiring people to wear a full-blown smartwatch. (The fact that their batteries can run for close to a full week on a single charge certainly doesn't hurt.)
These devices, however, can't offer the full spate of health features companies have been able to cram into larger devices like smartwatches. Samsung's new Galaxy Watches, for example, include a feature that can alert users when it detects signs of moderate to severe sleep apnea -- something lacking from the Galaxy Ring entirely.
Despite the challenges that come with squeezing batteries and health tracking sensors into extremely tiny packages, at least half a dozen companies -- including Oura, Ultrahuman and Movano -- are actively developing and selling smart rings. Even Apple, which is all too keen to play up the health features in its smartwatches, has reportedly contemplated the idea, though such a device isn't in development, according to Bloomberg News.

The Samsung Galaxy Ring. (Samsung)


The Galaxy Ring comes with a few key differences from competing models, but not all of them great.
Unlike rivals, for instance, Samsung's new wearable is only compatible with Android devices -- sorry, iPhone owners. But there are some novel niceties here, assuming that's not a dealbreaker.
Samsung's is among the few smart rings you can easily find if you misplace it, as the company's Samsung Find app logs the wearable's last known location. (It'll also light up in red and green to make spotting it easier.)
The Galaxy Ring can also control the company's own smartphones, to an extent -- double-pinching the ring on your finger will prompt a connected phone to shut off early morning alarms or snap a picture when the camera app is open.
Apart from the upfront cost, the Galaxy Ring doesn't cost anything additional to use, either. (Oura, perhaps the highest-profile smart ring company operating right now, charges $5.99 per month for access to more advanced features like viewing health data trends over time.)
"Having a large technology player such as Samsung join the smart ring market, really adds validation to the industry," said Amaury Kosman, CEO of the smart ring maker Circular, when Samsung's rival model was first teased in January.
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Management fires employees after death of Black man at Milwaukee hotel
The death of Dvontaye Mitchell is being investigated as a homicide after video emerged of hotel security guards holding him down as he cried for help.
By Jiselle Lee | 2024-07-11

Dvontaye Mitchell, left, with his sister Nayisha Mitchell and cousin Samantha Mitchell. (Samantha Mitchell/AP)


A hotel management company fired several employees on Wednesday after a Black man died at a Milwaukee Hyatt hotel last month.
Dvontaye Mitchell, 43, died after he was pinned to the ground by Hyatt Regency Milwaukee hotel security guards as he cried for help June 30, in an incident recorded by a witness and shared to social media. It's not immediately clear what happened before or after the video recording.
Aimbridge Hospitality operates the hotel and manages its employees, including any disciplinary actions, according to a Wednesday statement from Hyatt.
"Hyatt joins the family of Dvontaye Mitchell in their calls for transparency, accountability and justice for this senseless tragedy," wrote Connie McCauslin, senior manager for Hyatt Hotels Corporation, in the statement. "We believe that the employees of Aimbridge Hospitality who were involved should be terminated and that criminal charges should be filed."
Supported by family members holding signs that read "Charge the killers," civil rights attorney Ben Crump demanded justice for Mitchell at a news conference followed by a demonstration outside the Milwaukee County Safety Building on Wednesday afternoon.
DeAsia Harmon, Mitchell's widow, said at the news conference that watching additional videos owned by the state of her husband being held down made her sick to her stomach.
"Because I can't do anything but just to try to be a voice for him," she said. "They murdered him and the Hyatt is responsible."
Mitchell had two children, ages 8 and 6, his mother Brenda Giles said Tuesday. She added that Mitchell struggled with his mental health since his father died in 2016, and that she did not know why he was at the hotel.
Crump previously represented the family of George Floyd, whose death involved police officers pinning him to the ground.
The Milwaukee County District Attorney's Office is investigating Mitchell's death as a homicide and waiting on the final autopsy from the Milwaukee County Medical Examiner's Office before making its decision, according to a Wednesday statement.
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Baby found crawling along La. highway rescued after days of stormy weather
A trucker spotted the 1-year-old alongside Louisiana's I-10, a day after his brother was found dead in nearby Vinton. Police arrested their mother, Aaliya Jack.
By Leo Sands | 2024-07-11

A sign on Interstate 10 for Lake Charles, La. (Travelview/Getty Images)


A 1-year-old boy was found crawling in a roadside ditch on a Louisiana interstate after surviving for two days in adverse weather, officials said.
The baby was discovered by a trucker on Interstate 10 on Tuesday, a day after his 4-year-old brother was found dead in a nearby body of water in southwestern Louisiana, close to the Texas border, the Calcasieu Parish Sheriff's Office said.
The child's mother was arrested hundreds of miles away in Meridian, Miss., and charged with failure to report a missing child, the sheriff's office said. It identified the mother as Aaliya Jack, 25, but did not release the children's names.
Officials are still investigating the events that led to the boys' discoveries, and a coroner was still assessing the 4-year-old's cause of death, officials said. Calcasieu Parish Sheriff Gary "Stitch" Guillory said it was a "miracle" that the baby survived the ordeal.
"It's amazing that after two days, this 1-year-old kid is crawling around the interstate in a ditch," Guillory said during a news conference Tuesday. "We refer to him as our miracle baby. It's a miracle he's here."
Between Sunday and Tuesday, the National Weather Service recorded thunderstorms, heavy rain and fog in nearby Lake Charles, as Hurricane Beryl made landfall on Monday on the Texas coast. Beryl, which has since weakened into a tropical depression, triggered an outbreak of tornadoes across northeastern Texas and western Louisiana, caused widespread power cuts and lashed the area with destructive winds.
Guillory said officers first learned of the unfolding tragedy on Monday afternoon, when officers found the body of a 4-year-old boy in a body of water by a rest stop in Vinton, La.
Authorities issued an arrest warrant for Jack on Monday evening, and she was subsequently arrested in Meridian where, Guillory said, she was found at a train station "trying to get out of town," without the 1-year-old in tow.
On Tuesday morning, a trucker spotted the missing toddler crawling in a ditch beside the eastbound lane of Louisiana's Interstate 10. Guillory said that he was found in "very good condition," and had been taken into the care of Louisiana's Department of Child and Family Services, who took him to a nearby hospital.
"This kid spent two days out in the weather, on the side of the highway. Thank god that trucker seen him," Guillory said. "We're so thankful for this trucker that seen that baby this morning, and immediately pulled over the side of the road and contacted 911."
Guillory added that the baby "had quite a few insect bites, but you know what, he was in the ambulance drinking water, sitting up, so he's in good spirits."
In an update Thursday morning, Kayla Vincent, a spokeswoman for Calcasieu Parish Sheriff's Office, said in an email that the 1-year-old was in the custody of child services after being released from hospital, and that the police investigation was ongoing.
In an interview with the Acadiana Advocate, Conswella Jack, Aaliya's mother and the boys' grandmother, said: "I was so blessed to hear the baby survived but also so hurt because one is now gone."
She told the local outlet that she had last seen her daughter and grandsons on Saturday, but on Sunday received a text from Aaliya suggesting her daughter was involved in a road accident. "She sent me a picture of a car in some bushes that kind of looked like it was wrecked," the grandmother said. "I was confused, so I called, called and called, and could not reach her."
In the Tuesday news briefing, the sheriff said he was "anxiously awaiting" a report from the coroner in Beaumont, Tex., on the 4-year-old child's cause of death.
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Butterflies at wedding moved bride to tears. Soon strangers were weeping too. 
"It was just the craziest thing to watch," said photographer Brit Perkins. "I've never seen anything like that."
By Sydney Page | 2024-07-11

Amy Rose Perry and her husband Matthew Perry on their wedding day on June 14. After releasing 50 monarch butterflies in honor of Amy Rose Perry's late father, many of them clung to the bride and groom. (Brit Perkins)


On the one-year anniversary of her father's death, a monarch butterfly landed on Amy Rose Perry. Since then, she has seen butterflies as a symbol of her late father.
"Whenever it's an important day, like his birthday or Father's Day, we always see a butterfly," said Perry, 32. "I always believed in signs, and I believed that our loved ones were still with us and watching over us."
Her father, Nathaniel Machain, died after a three-year battle with appendix cancer in 1999. He was 36, and she was 7.
"It took me a long time to process that grief," said Perry, the eldest of Machain's two daughters. "His passing at such a young age has given me a lot of perspective on how I live my life."

Perry, around age 3, with her father, Nathaniel Machain. (Family photo)


Shortly after she got engaged to Matthew Perry last year, she wanted to find a way to include her father's memory in the wedding ceremony. Releasing monarch butterflies, she decided, would allow her "to have such a strong symbol of him surround us on that day."
As it turned out, the butterflies would not only surround her, but they would actually cling to her. As Amy Rose Perry opened a glass container to release about 50 orange-and-black-winged insects, she expected them to fly away. Instead, they landed on Perry, her sister and her new husband.
"It was just really indescribable," Perry said, tearing up.
The butterflies stayed on them for about 10 minutes as Perry and her wedding guests were stunned at the beautiful and unexpected sight. A video that captured the moment has millions of views on social media, and set off a cascade of supportive emotional comments from people who were moved by it, and shared their own stories of processing grief.
"I lost my dad and my mom always says he was a butterfly," wrote a commenter.

The Perrys surrounded by butterflies. (Brit Perkins)


Perry said she knows that many people do not believe in signals from the universe or signs from lost loved ones. But for her, it is something she has held onto since childhood that has helped her deal with her intense grief, and feel close to her father.
"I'm so lucky to have had such a strong sign from someone I wanted there so badly," she said of the butterflies, adding that the encouragement from strangers since the video was posted online by photographer Brit Perkins has been overwhelming in the best way.
The video, which captured attention from both local and national news outlets, has more than 10,000 comments.
"Your father was very much a big part of your special day. May he be resting peacefully," one commenter wrote.
"This made me cry. He was surrounding her in his love," wrote another.
"All of those butterflies were him hugging her...He was there and he was proud," wrote a third.
Although Perry only knew her father for seven years, she said, he left a deep and lasting impression on his daughters. Perry described Machain as "the life of the party" who lit up every room with his vivacious personality. "He just made ordinary moments extraordinary."
She described her dad as a giver, including when he was fighting for his life.
"Even when he was battling cancer, he put everyone else first," said Perry.

Nathaniel Machain with his daughters, Molly and Amy, in an undated photo. (Family photo)


On one of his final days, he wrote a series of cards to his two daughters to mark future milestones after his death, such as birthdays, graduations and weddings. Perry's mother gave her the wedding card to read after her bridal shower, about a month before the wedding, knowing it would be too painful to read for the first time on the big day. She had no idea he had written her something for her wedding.
"The first line is: 'Out of all the cards I've written you, this is by far the most difficult,'" said Perry.
"It really got me thinking about his perspective, and how difficult that must have been for him to write, knowing he would never be able to walk me down the aisle," she said. "But to be able to give me that gift of having his words for the day was really, really selfless and courageous and speaks volumes to who he was as a person."
Perry credits her mother, who walked her down the aisle, for helping to carry on her father's legacy.
"When her husband was dying of cancer, she thought about us and took pictures and videos so we could keep his memory alive," Perry said.
While she has long felt a hole in her heart for her father, Perry said, after she got engaged, the void grew even wider.
"The wedding planning process was very emotional for me," she said. "Not having him around for big life milestones like that was very difficult."
In many ways, Perry said, her husband reminds her of her father. Like her dad, Matthew is "incredibly caring, patient and grounded."
Before he proposed to her, "he took my mom and sister to my dad's grave to ask for permission from all three of them," Perry said.

Machain used to call his daughters his "little girly whirlies." (Family photo)


During her wedding on Cape Cod last month, when she released the butterflies, an audio recording of her father from an old home video played. In it, he says, "One hug and kiss for my little girly whirlies" -- which is what he used to call Perry and her sister, Molly Machain, 30.
As the butterflies were released, and then attached themselves to the bride and groom, guests were moved to tears. Whether they felt her father there or not, guests said it was a stunning sight.
"It was just the craziest thing to watch," said Perkins, a Boston photographer who photographed the wedding and posted photos and a video online for the public to see. "I've never seen anything like that."
Leslie Ries, a butterfly ecologist and an associate professor of biology at Georgetown University, said that "it's not a behavior that I would have expected at all. Monarchs are not a species that usually lands on people."

The butterflies stayed with Perry as she walked down the aisle after her wedding ceremony. (Brit Perkins)


"I can feel and imagine how she felt in that moment, and can understand why it was so profound," Ries said.
She said biologists generally discourage butterfly releases for various reasons, including that captive-bred monarchs can carry diseases to native populations. But she said she recognizes that the releases allow people to "experience the magic of these butterflies." The company Perry used for her release, Michigan Native Butterfly Farm, says it follows strict guidelines to prevent diseases in its butterflies.
"The more people care about butterflies, the more we can take big steps to conserve them," Ries said. She suggested that Perry and others who love butterflies consider planting a butterfly garden.
For centuries, many cultures and religions have believed that butterflies represent the souls of lost loved ones. They are also known to be attracted to gravesites, as they are drawn to certain flowers and plants.

The Perrys after walking down the aisle. (Brit Perkins)


"Death is such a scary and challenging concept for people, and just to have that hope that they're still there with you is incredibly powerful," Perry said. "It's been very emotional and healing."
Perry said she felt very close to her father on her wedding day, and it's a feeling she'll never forget.
"I truly felt his presence, and everyone else's presence and love was just amplified in that moment," she said. "It was one of the most beautiful things I have ever seen."
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A UFO car drove cross-country. Officers thought it was out of this world. 
Lifelong alien-enthusiast Steve Anderson was pulled over four times while driving from Indianapolis to a UFO festival in New Mexico.
By Kelsey Baker | 2024-07-11

Oklahoma State Trooper Ryan VanVleck poses for a selfie with Steve Anderson during a traffic stop. (Courtesy of Ryan VanVleck and the Oklahoma Highway Patrol) 


Adam Carnal, a deputy in Crawford County, Mo., wasn't sure what he would find when he pulled over a flying saucer on Interstate 44 late last month. The vehicle had committed a lane violation, he said, and he wasn't sure if it was allowed to be on the road in the first place.
As Carnal approached, he recalled the top of the cockpit lifting to reveal two people sporting green, alien-like glasses. The driver raised a hand and gave Carnal a Vulcan salute, the famous gesture from the TV series "Star Trek."
"I come in peace," Carnal said the man told him.
The traffic stop was one of four that lifelong alien-enthusiast Steve Anderson experienced during his multiday drive from Indianapolis to the Roswell UFO Festival in New Mexico. After being pulled over twice in Missouri and two more times in Oklahoma, he said, he was also welcomed to Roswell by officers who knew he'd be arriving, awaiting his lunar landing in the parking lot of his hotel.
Anderson, 67, told The Washington Post that he has loved aliens since he was 8 years old, when he said he witnessed his first flying saucer. He recalled looking up at the daytime sky when he spotted a saucer hovering, observing him. Anderson said it quickly moved side-to-side, and then jetted away. The memory stuck with him, and about a decade ago, inspired him to seek out a UFO-themed car.
"I thought, how cool would it be to get to ride in a flying saucer?" he said. "So since I don't have the technology to make one that flies, I built a driving saucer."
Anderson bought a tiny 1991 Geo Metro and rang up Dennis Bellows, a mechanic friend who had built a few other cars for him. Anderson asked Bellows if he could transform the Geo into a flying saucer, like the kind in old sci-fi movies.
Bellows, 50, said he spent his evenings over the next eight months making the saucer come to life, squeezing in his extraterrestrial overhaul after working his day job at a local mechanic shop. When he wasn't cutting up the Geo or welding its new frame, he researched the rules of the road to make sure his creation was legal.
The car's bubble-shaped top -- adorned with an antenna -- took an extra bit of ingenuity. Bellows ultimately warmed pie slices of plexiglass to form the contraption.
"A little finagling and a little bit of heat and anything will go," Bellows told The Post.
Anderson first attended the Roswell UFO Festival last year, sans space cruiser, but decided to bring the vehicle to this year's event. He and his friend Marilyn Dicks, a longtime UFO Festival attendee who'd flown to Indianapolis from her home in Florida, set out for New Mexico on June 28 -- and were pulled over for the first time by Carnal later that same day.
The encounter was one for the scrapbook, Carnal said, and rife with enough corny jokes to make it to the moon and back. Anderson's dashboard features extraterrestrial-themed toggles along with more mundane features, like a turn signal. The horn is rigged to make laser sounds.
The Crawford County Sheriff's Office later posted about the stop on Facebook and attached photos of the vehicle.
"Well, you never know what will be traveling through Crawford County but this one was a little out of this world," the June 28 post said. " ... There was a brief conversation about his out of space, correction, out of state registration, but he assured us that he would take care of that issue when he returned to Krypton."
The traffic stop, which ended with warnings to update the car's registration, was followed by another stop later that same day in Missouri, Anderson said, and then two more after crossing into Oklahoma.
On July 1, Oklahoma State Trooper Ryan VanVleck saw the saucer whiz by.
"I was on the shoulder of the turnpike, and I saw this vehicle coming from behind," VanVleck told The Post, referring to the Turner Turnpike. It took him a moment to realize he was watching a UFO.
"It was pretty neat. You don't see that every day," he said, adding that he pulled Anderson over because his license plate was obstructed.
When Anderson finally arrived to Roswell around 5 a.m. on July 2, a few officers met him in the hotel parking lot. This time there were no warnings, just a few photos and demonstrations of the car's gadgets.
Anderson is used to being stopped by law enforcement while he's driving the space cruiser -- one of roughly 45 cars he keeps at his home in Indiana. He said he often hands over a gag driver's license identifying him as "Al Ien" and tells officers that he's from the planet Krypton, before handing over his real identification.
When Anderson and Dicks reached Roswell, festival attendees took photos with the car and paid "a small fee" to have Anderson drive them around in it, he said. Anderson led the event's nighttime parade, with his saucer lit up by red and green lights and flames from its rocket-like exhaust pipes glowing. His car won the "Best Alien Encounter" award during Saturday night's UFO parade.
Anderson, who is still in Roswell, is offering Earth dwellers a ride in the saucer as long as they abide by three rules. Passengers must wear the alien glasses they are provided with, operate the toy ray guns affixed to the hood and act like a kid again.
"That's what this car is all about," he said. "It's about sharing, it's about giving. I want people to have fun, I want them to laugh, have joy, to have a good time. Because life's too short."
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How we reported on Lahaina's returning wetlands
The Washington Post spent months reporting on the wetland restoration project bringing Lahaina hope following the August wildfires. 
By Reis Thebault | 2024-07-11

Ke'eaumoku Kapu near his Na 'Aikane O Maui Cultural Center, which burned in the Maui wildfires. The center stood across the street from the site of an ambitious wetland restoration project. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Five months after flames tore through Lahaina, the burn zone looked eerily similar to the first time I saw it, in the immediate aftermath of the August disaster: charred trees, husks of burned out cars, remains of cremated buildings.
But then I noticed the water.
It flowed through ditches, pooled on fields and stood so deep in an underground parking garage that it spilled out of the entrance. All this water was a big reason I returned to Maui in late January, after being part of The Washington Post's team that initially covered the devastating fires there.
It was a striking sight, especially given how dry the land had become before the blaze. But Lahaina was not always that way. The fire had disrupted the pumping operations that once turned the town into a tinderbox, and now its historic wetlands were showing signs of returning all on their own.
Intrigued, Post photographer Sarah L. Voisin and I traveled to the burn zone to report on the phenomenon and the ambitious plan to seize this chance -- when Lahaina is facing a large-scale rebuild -- to restore the wetlands and a sacred Native Hawaiian site at their heart.
Our guide that day was Ke'eaumoku Kapu, who I had first met months earlier, just after his Na 'Aikane O Maui Cultural Center burned on Front Street. At the time, Kapu had described the fire as a chance for the town to "hit the reset button." Like many, he felt his town had too zealously embraced its status as a tourist destination, to the detriment of Hawaiian history and culture.
The answer, Kapu believes, is to bring the water back to Lahaina, especially to a long-buried island called Moku'ula and the 17-acre fishpond that surrounded it, Mokuhinia, home to royalty and deity. It's a site that has remained one of Hawaii's most sacred -- even after it was concealed beneath a baseball field more than a century ago.
The restoration effort is still in its earliest stages, but it's quickly gaining momentum. Gov. Josh Green (D) announced his support, and he has directed other top state officials to study the matter. Locally, restoration has become both a beacon of hope and a rallying cry.
To report this piece, I interviewed more than two dozen people, compiling some 70 pages of notes that ran over 30,000 words long. I talked with advocates and elected leaders, scientists and lawyers, business groups and direct descendants of those who once lived on Moku'ula. I read reams of dense legal documents and studied up on Hawaii's tortuous water code.
But it quickly became clear that this was not just a story about a vision for Lahaina's future. It was also a story about its past.
To understand how the town got to this point -- how lush wetlands were drained, a hallowed island was entombed and Lahaina was reduced to ash and cinder -- I hit the library.
I knew of just one book devoted to the subject, "Moku'ula: Maui's Sacred Island" by the anthropologist P. Christiaan Klieger, and until its recent reprinting, it was difficult to find on the mainland. When I landed back on Maui, my first stop was the Wailuku Public Library, where I photocopied the book's 115 relevant pages.

This undated photograph of part of Lahaina's now-vanished wetlands illustrates how much water once flowed through that section of the island. (Hawaii State Archives, Photograph Collection)


Along with Klieger's work, I drew on the recorded lectures of the late Hawaiian cultural practitioner Akoni Akana, who helped start the now-defunct nonprofit Friends of Moku'ula in the 1990s, the book "Sugar Water" by Carol Wilcox and "Water and Power in West Maui" by Jonathan L. Scheuer and Bianca K. Isaki, among several others.
Archaeological reports by Tanya Lee-Greig and Janet Six, ethnographies by Kepa and Onaona Maly, and a University of Hawaii Law Review article by Holly K. Doyle were also instrumental in helping reconstruct the dewatering of a place once known as the "Venice of the Pacific," a process kicked off by thirsty sugar cane companies and continued through a long history of colonization.
Because Moku'ula's heyday came before photography was widely accessible, there are few images of the island and its surrounding pond. To illustrate the historical section of our piece, I scoured the archives. I consulted six collections, including one in Australia, and visited the Maui Historical Society, housed in one of the island's oldest buildings.
Patient and helpful archivists showed me their musty basement records room and helped me search stacks of old newspaper clippings and files of photos. After I left, one of them uncovered several pictures we hoped to use, but there was a problem: The museum's scanner was broken, and they couldn't send the images. In the end, we purchased a portable scanner and asked Maui-based freelancer Deborah Rybak to visit the archive and transmit the photographs.
We did not have space to fit everything. But after pursuing stories from the disaster and follow-ups on its fallout, we wanted to help our readers understand an increasingly popular vision for rebuilding at a crucial point in Maui's history.
Kapu is fond of repeating the Hawaiian saying, "I ka wa mamua, i ka wa mahope." Translation: The future is in the past.
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He graduated from high school at age 12. Now he's heading to college at NYU.
"It's really just the curiosity and spark of wanting to learn what's behind everything," said Suborno Isaac Bari, 12, who is starting college in August.
By Sydney Page | 2024-07-10

Suborno Isaac Bari, center, at the Malverne High School graduation ceremony on June 26. Suborno, 12, is the youngest person to graduate from the school. (Malverne Union Free School District)


Suborno Isaac Bari said his first words when he was  6 months old. By age 2, he had memorized the periodic table.
"He was always different," said his father, Rashidul Bari.
But he and his wife didn't anticipate that Suborno would breeze through his education so quickly and confidently. Suborno just graduated from high school at age 12 -- and he's headed to New York University next month on a full scholarship.
"It feels super good," Suborno said in an interview with The Washington Post.

Suborno celebrates his graduation with his father, Rashidul Bari. (Courtesy of Rashidul Bari)


Suborno -- who lives with his family on Long Island -- said even when he was in kindergarten and at the start of elementary school, he felt too advanced for his classes.
"It wasn't really stimulating," he said, explaining that he began to study his father's old university textbooks, and he also absorbed facts and concepts by reading articles online and watching academic YouTube videos.
Suborno's father is a doctoral candidate at Columbia University, and he teaches high school physics. His mother is an elementary school teacher and is also getting her master's degree in early-childhood education from City College of New York.
At age 2, Suborno gained attention online after he was interviewed in 2014 by a vice president at the City College of New York. In a video of their exchange, Suborno lists the elements of the periodic table.
In 2016, Suborno received a letter of recognition from  President Barack Obama, which Bari posted on social media. It was picked up by reporters around the world, including in South Asia, where Bari was born. Suborno soon attracted interest from colleges in New York and elsewhere. Mumbai University reached out to the Baris, inviting Suborno to be a guest lecturer in physics at age 7, which he did.

Suborno lectures at Mumbai University in 2019. (Courtesy of Rashidul Bari)


When the pandemic hit, and Suborno was completing third grade remotely, "that was the last straw," he said. "I was extremely bored. That's when my parents really noticed a lot more that I needed some stimulation."
When he enrolled as a fourth-grader in the Malverne Union Free School District, teachers and administrators immediately took note of Suborno's advanced abilities. They met with the Baris to discuss a path forward for Suborno.
"The principal told me that his understanding is in the 12th-grade level or beyond," said Bari, explaining that school staff said his son excelled in every subject, especially in reading.
"Very quickly, we recognized that he could take on a lot more than your typical child," said Rebecca Gottesman, the director of K-12 counseling at Malverne Union Free School District.
It was important to the Baris -- and to school staff -- that if Suborno skipped some grades, he still maintained social time with his peers.
"We were just as committed to developing his social and emotional development, as well as his academic aptitude," Gottesman said, adding that she believes Suborno is a prodigy.
They decided that Suborno would become a hybrid student, spending his mornings in higher grade levels, then relocating to the elementary school to spend afternoon time playing with students his age.
"I felt fine interacting with people who were older than me," Suborno said. "I really felt at home no matter if I was with 10- and 11-year-olds, or if I was at the high school. It didn't really matter to me."
"He did extremely well," his father said. "He makes lots of friends."
Gottesman said Suborno regularly offered academic support to other students -- including those who are several years his senior.

Suborno on graduation day with Rebecca Gottesman, the director of K-12 counseling at Malverne Union Free School District, and Kesha Bascombe, the school principal. (Courtesy of Rashidul Bari)


"Even though he's so bright, he's not intimidating," she said. "He's warm, he's engaging, he wants to help everyone."
Suborno, whose favorite subjects are math and physics, skipped fifth, sixth, seventh,  10th  and  11th grades. He took five  advanced placement classes -- and passed every test with the highest score, 5, on all except AP physics 1, for which he got a 4, he said. He earned more than the required credits to graduate from high school in New York.
"He has earned every single one of them legitimately," said Gottesman, noting that Suborno took courses during the summer as well. "It's really hard to do what Suborno did. It's hard to do at 18 years old, forget about doing it at 12. That's what makes this such an exceptional situation."
Despite his scholastic aptitude, graduating high school at age 12 came with challenges.
"There's been such dramatic changes going from elementary to middle school, having to handle all the new homework and the scary exams," Suborno said. "It's been a struggle for me to say the least, but you need a struggle to grow."

Suborno with his family in 2014. The Baris, from left, Shaheda, Suborno, Rashidul and Refath. (Courtesy of Rashidul Bari)


Suborno said when he's not studying, he enjoys biking, gardening, piano and chess. "I still have all the free time I could want ... I don't want to waste any time just sitting there."
He said it was his decision to fast-track his education. He graduated on June 26, becoming the youngest person to graduate from Malverne High School.
"Being productive while actually enjoying what you do, that's really my main goal," Suborno said.

Suborno on graduation day. (Rashidul Bari)


Suborno started taking college courses last spring, which he chose to do in his spare time during evenings and weekends.
"It's really just the curiosity and spark of wanting to learn what's behind everything," he said.
This summer, he is taking a physics course at New York City College of Technology, a math course -- ordinary differential equations -- at the City College of New York and another math course -- real analysis 1 -- at Hunter College. He attends all three classes in-person.
"He was insisting on doing these courses," his father said. "I drive him from one campus to the other."
In March, Suborno, then still 11, received an acceptance letter from New York University. He will start as a commuter student  in August and will work toward his bachelor's degree in math and physics. He is believed to be the youngest person to be admitted to the college.
"At this time, without undertaking a complete review of our records, NYU is unaware of anyone younger than Suborno being admitted," Lynn Higinbotham, the senior associate vice president and chief of staff at the school, wrote in a statement to The  Post.

Suborno with his family on graduation day. From left, Refath, Rashidul, Shaheda and Suborno Bari. (Courtesy of Rashidul Bari)


Suborno credits his family, teachers and mentors with helping him achieve his goals so far in his young life.
"All of the excellent work that my teachers and professors have put in, as well as all of the support provided by my parents and my brother, everything has helped me succeed," he said.
His older brother, Refath Bari, 21, graduated from City College of New York with a bachelor of science. He is soon starting his graduate degree at Brown University, studying physics.
Suborno said he is looking forward to being a full-time college student.
"I feel ready to take on college, not just academically but also socially," he said.
Suborno's ultimate ambition is to become a math and physics professor, with a focus on teaching students with limited access to higher education and academic resources.
"That's really my motivation for going into this field," he said.
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Biden administration disturbed by Modi-Putin visit during NATO summit
The United States is trying to build a growing alliance with India to counter China, but an independent streak complicates relations.
By Ellen Nakashima, Gerry Shih | 2024-07-11

Russian President Vladimir Putin presents Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the Order of St. Andrew the Apostle the First-Called during their meeting at the Kremlin in Moscow on Tuesday. (Sergei Ilnitsky/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Senior Biden administration officials are frustrated that Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi met with Russian President Vladimir Putin in Moscow as President Biden was kicking off a major NATO summit in Washington this week, underscoring the challenges the United States faces in a relationship it considers one of its most consequential.
The Moscow meeting came despite concerns conveyed to New Delhi by several senior administration officials earlier this month that the timing would complicate the "optics" for Washington, according to several U.S. officials familiar with the matter.
Among those officials was Deputy Secretary of State Kurt Campbell, who spoke with Foreign Secretary Vinay Kwatra in early July in hopes that the Modi-Putin encounter might be rescheduled to avoid coinciding with this week's summit, according to the officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe sensitive conversations. The summit is commemorating the 75th anniversary of the alliance's founding, and its members are seeking to signal strong support for Ukraine in the face of Russia's aggression.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said India's relationship with Russia is based on "mutual trust and mutual respect," on his first visit in five years.


Despite U.S. reservations, Modi arrived Monday in Moscow and embraced Putin in a warm bear hug -- an image that was criticized by Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky -- just hours after Russian bombs killed several dozen people in strikes across Ukraine, including at a children's hospital in Kyiv. Modi called Putin "my dear friend."
The episode highlights the complexities for the Biden administration as it seeks to deepen its strategic relationship with a rising Asian power that is willing to partner with the United States against China -- but is also determined to remain independent of Washington and maintain ties with Moscow.
This week, there was broad concern within the Biden administration about the meeting and its timing, the people said. The optics were "terrible," said one official.
"Deeply inappropriate," said another.
State Department spokesman Matthew Miller told reporters on Monday, "We have made quite clear directly with India our concerns about their relationship with Russia."
At a news conference Thursday in New Delhi, U.S. Ambassador Eric Garcetti offered a veiled criticism of the Moscow meeting and warned India that it should not take the U.S. friendship "for granted." 
"I'll have to fight a lot of defensive battles trying to help this relationship ahead," he said. "I respect that India likes its strategic autonomy. But in times of conflict, there is no such thing as strategic autonomy."
The Indian Foreign Ministry did not respond to a request for comment.
Indian officials say they are deeply concerned about the growing closeness between Beijing and Moscow and contend that their diplomacy with Moscow acts as a brake on unbridled cooperation. They say they have no choice but to cultivate ties with both the United States and Russia and balance the two relationships.
During the Cold War, Indian leaders maintained a policy of "nonalignment" that in practice resulted in a close military relationship with the Soviet Union and distrust toward the United States. The country is determined to remain independent, seeking to avoid being seen as aligned too closely with Moscow or Washington and positioning itself as a leader of Global South nations.
India has turned to America for help countering China, a giant neighbor with which it shares a tense and contested border. It is also eager for investment and sharing of technology from the U.S. defense, space and semiconductor industries to strengthen its manufacturing base and expand its high-tech capacity. The United States is one of India's largest sources of foreign direct investment, and the government has courted Western tech companies such as Apple that are seeking to diversify their supply chains.
But India relies heavily on Moscow to provide cheap energy for an economy growing at 7 percent a year, and officials in New Delhi say they need Russian ammunition and parts to maintain their military.
"I think there is an understanding within the [Biden] administration that India's continued relationship with Russia is driven partly by self-preservation, partly by self-interest, but also by a strategic assessment focused on China," said Sameer Lalwani, a senior expert on South Asia at the U.S. Institute of Peace.
India needs to maintain access to supplies, spare parts and technical support to sustain its vast arsenal of Russian weapons, Lalwani said. It also has an interest in taking advantage of cheap Russian oil -- it is now the largest such buyer -- to fuel its developing economy.
Indian and Russian officials announced this week that they were in talks over a long-term deal for Russia to supply crude oil, natural gas and uranium nuclear fuel to India. The Russian state atomic energy company said it was offering to build more nuclear reactors in India.
Campbell, according to officials familiar with the matter, told Kwatra the administration understands that New Delhi has a long relationship with Moscow and that it is trying to ensure that the Russia-China relationship does not further deepen. The main concern, though, was that Modi meeting with Putin as the leaders of NATO's 32 countries were converging on Washington would complicate the alliance's effort to isolate Putin and raise questions about ambitious plans to further deepen the U.S.-India relationship and regional dialogue.
NATO has invited four Indo-Pacific countries and long-standing NATO partners -- Australia, Japan, New Zealand and South Korea -- to attend the summit, and will hold a working session Thursday. India, which has refrained from condemning Russia's invasion of Ukraine, is not a NATO partner nor a member of this group, called the "Indo-Pacific Four."
On Wednesday, H.R. McMaster, Donald Trump's former national security adviser, posted on X: "It is time to reassess the relationship with India based on much lower expectations."
Campbell, a staunch advocate of the U.S.-India relationship, assured Kwatra that the Biden administration will continue to work with Modi's government to push ahead projects in advanced technology, defense cooperation and clean energy. He told Kwatra the administration supports his appointment, expected soon, as India's next ambassador to the United States.
The United States sees India as a strategic counterweight to China in the Indo-Pacific region. National security adviser Jake Sullivan and Campbell traveled to New Delhi last month to advance U.S.-India partnerships in technology and discuss stepping up India's role in multilateral engagements with other key regional partners.
In February 2022, Putin and Chinese President Xi Jinping pledged a "no-limits" partnership just days before Putin sent tens of thousands of troops over the border into Ukraine. This week, NATO's members issued a joint communique declaring that China "has become a decisive enabler of Russia's war against Ukraine through its so-called 'no limits' partnership and its large-scale support for Russia's defense industrial base."
The "deepening strategic partnership between Russia and the PRC [People's Republic of China] and their mutually reinforcing attempts to undercut and reshape the rules-based international order, are a cause for profound concern," the document said.
This week, Russian officials and state media appeared to revel in Modi's visit. Dmitry Peskov, the Kremlin spokesman, said Western governments were "jealous -- that is why they are closely monitoring it."
The Biden administration "assesses that India is far too important to their goals with China to sacrifice the relationship based on this unhelpful visit," said Lisa Curtis, director of Indo-Pacific security at the Center for a New American Security and a former senior White House official in the Trump administration.
But, she added, while India "certainly has good reasons to try to drive a wedge between China and Russia, the reality is they will not be able to do this. I think it's wishful thinking."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2024/07/11/india-russia-putin-modi-biden/
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Buckingham Palace's East Wing (the one with the balcony) opens to the public
Allowing tours of the palace's East Wing for the first time is part of King Charles III's ever-so-slight opening of royal residences.





By Karla Adam | 2024-07-11

Staff members make final preparations in the East Wing's principal corridor, which measures 240 feet and spans the width of the palace. It is furnished with paintings, porcelain and furniture from the Royal Collection. (Royal Collection Enterprises)


LONDON -- No, you can't wave from the balcony. But for the first time, paying visitors can peek at the rooms behind that famous focal point where British royals gather during coronations, weddings and birthday parades.
Starting this month, the Royal Collection Trust is expanding its guided tours of Buckingham Palace and offering access to the East Wing, which includes a hallway lined with paintings by the likes of Thomas Gainsborough, a yellow drawing room decorated with Chinese porcelain and the "centre room" that leads to that famous balcony.
It's part of an ever-so-slight opening of royal residences -- and perhaps an acknowledgment that taxpayers have contributed 369 million pounds ($474 million) to spiffy up a palace where the royals don't actually live.
King Charles III is "very much wanting to open up the royal residences," Nicola Turner Inman, a Royal Collection curator, told the BBC.

Buckingham Palace has been undergoing a 10-year, 369-million-pound renovation. (Royal Collection Enterprises)


"The king is concerned because there's a huge amount of taxpayer money spent on refurbishing the palace for a decade, and for that very reason, people need to see what's being spent on it," said Joe Little, managing editor of Majesty Magazine, which covers the royals.
Tours of the East Wing are being conducted on a trial basis. The tickets, which cost 75 pounds ($96), were all snapped up within hours of going on sale in April.
"As with all things royal, the change is gradual," Little said. But he suggested that those running the residences seemed "more commercially savvy" in recent years. "There's clearly quite a bit of income to generate there, so changes have been significant since the king became king," he said.
Also this month, Balmoral Castle, the Scottish retreat beloved by the late Queen Elizabeth II, began offering access to previously closed-off areas at a cost of 100 pounds ($129) for basic entry or 150 pounds ($193) with afternoon tea. Tickets sold out within 24 hours.
The Sandringham estate, where the royals gather at Christmas, has started hosting large-scale concerts.
Jill Mallett, 62, was among those touring Buckingham Palace on Thursday afternoon. She said allowing greater access to royal residences was "a great idea" that allowed the public to "get a little taste of what we have all been paying for. It's nice for everyone to see it, not just certain people."
But some critics complain that the public should be allowed into Buckingham Palace free of charge.
"This is a public building. They're charging PS75 for a tour. We spend over PS345m a year on the royals and are currently spending hundreds of millions on palace renovations. This is scandalous," Graham Smith, founder of the anti-monarchy group Republic, wrote on social media.
The royals have access to many castles, palaces and "cottages" dotted around the country. Some residences -- such as Balmoral and Sandringham -- they own outright and have been passed down through generations. But others are part of the Crown Estate, a collection of land holdings originating from the Norman Conquest in 1066, which is managed in modern times by the British government, with profits going to the state treasury.
Windsor Castle and Kensington Palace are among the Crown Estate properties that include some paid public access. But Royal Lodge, where disgraced Prince Andrew lives with his ex-wife, Sarah Ferguson, and Frogmore Cottage, the former home of Prince Harry and Meghan, are off-limits to the public.
Buckingham Palace first opened to the public in the summer months of 1993, after a fire destroyed part of Windsor Castle and funds were needed to help with repairs.

The East Wing's "centre room," which leads onto the famed balcony, includes an ornate chandelier. (Royal Collection Enterprises)


It is unclear whether Charles will live in the 775-room palace after the 10-year renovation is completed in 2027.
Buckingham Palace still serves as an administrative headquarters for the monarchy. Charles goes there for meetings, receptions and state functions. But he broke with the previous five monarchs in choosing not to move in. Instead, he and Queen Camilla have remained at Clarence House, the five-bedroom white stucco mansion where they have lived together for 20 years.
The East Wing of Buckingham Palace was added during the reign of Queen Victoria, who wanted more room for her expanding family. (She had nine children.)
The construction was financed by the sale of the Royal Pavilion in Brighton, which was once George IV's seaside retreat. George loved Asian art and design, and many of the contents of the pavilion were hauled up to London, including exquisite Chinese and Japanese porcelain.
Victoria's husband, Prince Albert, oversaw the decoration of the East Wing. It was Albert who suggested the addition of a balcony.

In the East Wing's yellow drawing room, the Kylin clock and 18th-century, hand-painted Chinese wallpaper were recently conserved. (Royal Collection Enterprises)






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/07/11/buckingham-palace-tour-east-wing-balcony/
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Mexico's new leader is a climate expert. Can she save an oil nation?
Claudia Sheinbaum is vowing to make Mexico a global leader in climate change, weaning it off fossil fuels. But she's hemmed in by politics and a lack of money. 
By Mary Beth Sheridan, Dino Grandoni, Lorena Rios | 2024-07-11

Mexico City Mayor Claudia Sheinbaum speaks during the ahuehuete tree placing, where La Palma used to be at Reforma Avenue in the framework of World Environment Day in Mexico City in June 2022. The ahuehuete is a tree of Mexican origin that in Nahuatl means old man of the water because it lives near swamps, streams and springs. (Alfredo Estrella/AFP/Getty Images)


MEXICO CITY -- She was an energy engineer, a quiet, driven Mexican academic who'd worked at a major U.S. government lab and investigated some of the toughest problems in climate change.
Claudia Sheinbaum was a natural choice when the prestigious U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change selected scientists for a landmark report in 2014. It would warn the world was hurtling toward "irreversible" damage from greenhouse gases, and call for urgent action.
Sheinbaum's contributions were "an added value for the team," said Manfred Fischedick, a professor in Germany who worked on the report. "And -- I would like to stress that aspect specifically -- she never came across as a politician."
Now, Sheinbaum is about to become Mexico's president.
Her election has given hope to environmentalists and diplomats who've despaired as Mexico has gone from a global leader on climate change to a laggard.
Yet Sheinbaum has a complicated record. She's the protege of outgoing President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, known as AMLO, who sidelined green-energy projects and prioritized tapping petroleum fields. In her recent stint as Mexico City mayor, Sheinbaum loyally defended his policies -- even as she introduced electric buses and covered the capital's massive food market with solar panels.
"Like a political chameleon, she adapts to the situation she's in," said Antonio Mediavilla, an environmental scientist who has worked on projects with her administration. "But now, she will be the boss."
What direction will she take? The answer will have implications far beyond Mexico's borders. The country is the world's 11th-biggest oil producer, and the second-biggest emitter of greenhouse gases in Latin America. Much of that is derived from energy -- car exhaust, methane emissions from gas and oil infrastructure, planet-warming gases drifting from fossil fuel-burning electricity plants.
Sheinbaum, 62, has outlined a $14 billion plan for new energy generation, focusing on wind, solar and hydropower. "We have to speed up the promotion of renewable energies," she told business executives while campaigning in April. Her platform is an environmentalist's wish list: more electric-powered public transit, greater energy efficiency, a program to take pollution-belching old cars and trucks off the road.
"Ninety percent of the proposals in her platform are things we need to do," said Adrian Fernandez, the director of Climate Initiative of Mexico, a nonprofit group that worked with Sheinbaum on projects when she was mayor. But those plans are incompatible with her promises to continue many of Lopez Obrador's energy policies, he said -- like strengthening the national oil and electricity companies.
"What's going to happen? That's the big question for the country," he said.
Sheinbaum comes from a family of scientists deeply involved in leftist causes. Even as an undergraduate, she was tinkering with environmental problems, designing more efficient wood-burning stoves for rural Indigenous women. "It was quite difficult," recalled Victor Alejandro Salcido, her thesis adviser -- a project involving computer modeling and issues of combustion, fluid mechanics and efficiency.
While doing graduate work in the 1990s at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory -- part of the U.S. Department of Energy lab network -- Sheinbaum got under the hood of much bigger systems. She analyzed energy use in some of Mexico's largest contributors to climate change, including its transportation, building and steel sectors.
Cutting greenhouse gas emissions in difficult-to-decarbonize industrial sectors, such as steelmaking, is one of the toughest, most data-intensive challenges in climate science. Sheinbaum excelled, earning a doctorate in energy engineering from Mexico's flagship National Autonomous University.
Two decades later, she became one of the lead authors for the industry chapter of the U.N. panel's report.
Joyashree Roy, an economist who also worked on the 2014 report, said Sheinbaum was a patient listener who knew how to command a room. Roy remembered a meeting in South Korea where Sheinbaum went to the board and worked on an equation for the group.
"She knew her stuff very well."
Roy was aware that the Mexican scientist was involved in politics but never suspected she would become head of state. "At the time, none of us could imagine this can happen," she said.
Sheinbaum got her first high-level government job in 2000. Lopez Obrador, a longtime leftist, had been elected mayor of Mexico City, and asked her to be his environment secretary. But he also put her in charge of one of his signature projects, building a "second floor" on the ring road around Mexico City. Many environmentalists were appalled, believing the new highway would only encourage more cars, more exhaust.
Even as she oversaw its construction, however, Sheinbaum introduced the Metrobus -- a rapid transit corridor with efficient, diesel-fueled buses. That system, which has grown to seven lines, saves around 70,000  tons of carbon-dioxide emissions per year. After she became mayor herself in 2018, Sheinbaum began converting the buses to electric power.
"She has had to put her political loyalty to Lopez Obrador in the forefront, even in situations where she probably isn't in agreement," said Fernandez.
Now she will have the chance to fully define her own policies. Or so environmentalists hope.
"What we first need," Fernandez said, "is for Lopez Obrador to go home and leave the president-elect alone."

Mexico's President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador, right, and then Mayor Claudia Sheinbaum, greet supporters at a rally in Mexico City's main square, the Zocalo, July 1, 2019. (Fernando Llano/AP)


That may be more complicated than it sounds.
Lopez Obrador is the founder of Mexico's dominant Morena party, a charismatic populist who has increased spending on social programs for the poor. Sheinbaum, his handpicked successor, rode his coattails to a landslide victory.
While Lopez Obrador has promised he'll retire when his term ends in September, many Mexicans are doubtful.
"It's in the DNA of AMLO to continue to be the center of power," said Carlos Heredia, an economist who served as an adviser to Lopez Obrador when he was mayor.
Under Lopez Obrador, a native of Tabasco state, in Mexico's oil patch, environmental policies changed dramatically. He'd long seen Pemex as a symbol of national sovereignty, and believed Mexico should be independent in energy.
He spent billions of dollars on new oil refineries, and tried to undo a sweeping 2013 energy reform, which had opened the state-dominated oil, gas and electricity sectors to private firms. The president couldn't muster the votes to scrap those laws, but he withheld permits to foreign businesses developing solar and wind-driven power, giving a bigger role to the national electricity company, which generally burned dirtier fuels.
In 2022, Climate Action Tracker, an independent group that monitors nations' climate action, downgraded Mexico's policies to "critically insufficient," its worst rating.
Sheinbaum has vowed to maintain Lopez Obrador's policy guaranteeing state-run firms more than half the energy market. But she's also promised she'll issue "clear rules" for private investors to participate.
"You have to see her as a woman of the left, who believes a lot in state intervention, who believes in state-run businesses," said Jesus Carrillo, economic director at the research group Mexican Institute for Competitiveness, known by its Spanish initials, IMCO.
Asked for comment, Sheinbaum's campaign team referred The Washington Post to Marina Robles, who served as her environment secretary in recent years.
Robles denied any contradiction in Sheinbaum's embrace of both government energy firms and renewables.
"Claudia has always defended clean energy, but she has also defended our sovereignty and defended the natural resources of our country," she said.

A Comision Federal de Electricidad (CFE) facility in Mexico City in April 2022. President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador failed in his effort to restore state control of Mexico's electricity sector, handing the nationalist leader an unusual political defeat in his fight against private energy producers. (Jeoffrey Guillemard/Bloomberg News)


Sheinbaum will be constrained not just by politics, but by economics.
Today, Mexico's power grid depends on cheap natural gas from Texas to keep the lights on. Pemex has become the world's most indebted energy company. It has been unable to invest in capturing methane, a potent greenhouse gas, from its infrastructure, according to Diego Rivera Rivota, a senior research associate at Columbia University's Center on Global Energy Policy.
"What we have today is a very challenging situation," he said.
One of Lopez Obrador's most important renewable energy investments is Plan Sonora, a $1.6 billion solar megaproject in northern Mexico built by the federal electricity company. But for years, that company has skimped on investing in transmission lines that could connect homes and businesses to solar- or wind-powered electricity farms. Without such a network, "there's no way we can use that electricity," said Isabel Studer, director of the Mexican nonprofit group Global Sustainability.
Mexico's economic growth has been slowing, and Sheinbaum has promised to cut the federal deficit, now 6 percent of GDP, the highest in decades. Given such financial constraints, she'll need to attract private investors to carry out her ambitious plans for more renewable energy, analysts say. But she wants to cap their output at less than half of Mexico's electricity production, following Lopez Obrador's lead.
Investors may also be discouraged by a sweeping plan being pushed by the outgoing president to establish the direct election of judges. While that's not directly related to the environment, businesses fear it could weaken judicial independence and erode legal guarantees. The idea has spooked financial markets, causing the Mexican peso to slump in recent weeks.
"You have to provide certainty," said Odon de Buen, former director of the National Commission for the Efficient Use of Energy. "If I'm looking to invest $10 billion in something and recoup my investment over 30 years, but I realize the rules of the game could change in three years, I won't take the risk."
Sheinbaum has shown political skill in attracting international funding without tarnishing her nationalist credentials, according to people who have worked with her. As mayor, she participated in several major energy and environment projects with the U.S. Agency for International Development, while rarely highlighting that partnership.
But she also has tried to balance her environmental program with her efforts to help lower-income neighborhoods. She built electric-powered aerial cable-cars in hillside slums, and carved out parks in the capital's poorer east side.
"Environmental improvements have to be accompanied by social justice," said Robles, describing Sheinbaum's philosophy.
Even if Sheinbaum maintains some of Lopez Obrador's policies, many scientists believe her six-year term will be different. "The environmental theme isn't secondary for her," said Alberto Rojas, who studied with her in a program for environmental leaders at the College of Mexico. "It's her theme."
Grandoni reported from Washington; Rios reported from Monterrey.
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Outrage in China after reports of fuel tankers transporting cooking oil
Multiple investigations are underway after revelations that tanker trucks used for carrying chemicals and waste then carried edible oil -- without being cleaned.
By Christian Shepherd, Pei-Lin  Wu | 2024-07-11

A cargo ship loaded with shipping containers is at Lianyungang port in China's Jiangsu province in November. (AFP/Getty Images)


Investigations are underway in China following revelations that cooking oil has been transported in industrial fuel tankers that had previously carried fuel -- without being cleaned in between.
The disclosures have ignited widespread anger among Chinese families concerned about the health risks of contaminated oil in a country that is far too familiar with food safety scandals.
They come just days before Chinese leader Xi Jinping convenes a high-level meeting of the Communist Party, where his "common prosperity" agenda will be the top priority and senior officials are expected to lay out a reform package to restore confidence in a sluggish economy.
Authorities have scrambled to control fallout from the revelations, with China's cabinet this week ordering multiple departments to investigate, and local probes  launching in Hebei province and Tianjin city, as similar reports continued to emerge across the country.
The outrage began when state-run Beijing News last week reported that the country's largest state-run grain company, Sinograin, was transporting cooking oil in trucks also used for coal-derived fuel without washing the vehicles between shipments.

A man passes storage facilities for Sinograin near Tianjin's port in December 2019. (Sun Yilei/Reuters)


The detailed investigation, based on weeks of tracking tankers and interviewing drivers, found that the mixed use of trucks was an "open secret" in the industry and a way for cargo companies to cut costs.
Although third-party transportation providers were the main culprits, big cooking-oil manufacturers tended to look the other way, the article said, in part because there are no legally binding regulations banning the practice.
Panic ensued among shoppers looking for assurances that the oil they were using to stir-fry every day at home -- most commonly soybean oil -- wasn't contaminated with carcinogens, heavy metals or other toxic substances.
The incident has left consumers helpless because it is hard to avoid using oil or to robustly test its quality, Zeng Qiuwen, head of the Guangzhou Food Industry Association, said in an interview.
Chinese consumers have no option but to buy oil -- unless they return to old ways of making it themselves from fatty meat, he said.
Food safety and counterfeit-drug scandals have plagued China since the early 2000s, when the pursuit of unbridled economic growth and business opportunities often came with corner cutting and lax regulatory oversight.
In 2008, a major infant-formula manufacturer was exposed for adding melamine, a chemical that causes kidney stones, to milk powder to artificially increase the protein content. An investigation found that six children died and 300,000 got sick from drinking the tainted formula.
Cooking oil has been a particular concern since the early 2010s, when dozens of restaurants and street vendors were found to be trying to save money by scooping the dregs of used oil out of the garbage or gutter, processing it and then cooking with it again.
As the Chinese economy lost steam over the past decade, Xi has shifted  from encouraging growth at all costs. Equally important, he has said, is  providing people with a sense of security, be that from foreign threats or domestic malfeasance.
In an apparent effort to prevent the scandal from spiraling, China's cabinet, the State Council, on Tuesday launched an interdepartmental investigation into transportation of edible oils, promising "severe punishments" for malpractice.
Official propaganda spoke of being on the public's side, publishing strident critiques of the alleged misconduct and urging companies to do better. If confirmed by official probes, state broadcaster CCTV said, the practice would be "tantamount to poisoning."
Official condemnation failed to stem the outcry. Online, people asked why there weren't rules requiring industrial goods and consumer goods be transported in  separate containers. Some announced plans to buy imported oil or make their own oil from scratch.
A flood of reports came in from across the country as other outlets and internet sleuths started investigating the tanker industry.
Using subscription cargo-tracking services, journalists tracked trucks moving between industrial clients and cooking-oil manufacturers, and they reported suspicious patterns to local authorities.
The State Council investigation will be thorough, but the high-level of pressure on the industry needs to become common or else the practice "will resurface sooner or later," said Zeng, the head of the Guangzhou Food Industry Association.
Similar incidents of contaminated tankers have been reported in China before, including in 2005 when reporters found evidence of molasses being transported in tanks used to haul diesel -- the tanks had not been cleaned.

A cargo ship approaches a port in Nanjing, in China's Jiangsu province in October 2022. (AFP/Getty Images)


But "people don't seem to learn the lessons of these past incidents," Zhu Yi, an academic at China Agricultural University, wrote on Phoenix Media, a Hong Kong-based website.
Testing alone won't work, Zhu said. Part of the difficulty in detecting contamination is that hydrocarbons left over from fuel are often too small in quantity to show up in tests on edible oil.
Beijing News had found loopholes in the entire process of bulk edible-oil shipping, a collective lack of awareness and lax oversight -- meaning there were all sorts of contaminant risks and the solution had to be "prevention not detection," Zhu wrote.
A separate problem is that the competitive trucking industry is  struggling to make money in a downturn. Tank cleaning takes four to five hours and can cost as much as $55, reported Caixin, a financial publication.
As anger mounted this week following the revelations, censors stepped in to tamp down discussions by deleting some articles on the topic and blocking related tags on social media. Online commentators defended the importance of public oversight and investigative journalism in exposing health and safety failures overlooked by officials.
Despite being state-run, Beijing News is known for in-depth reporting on social issues and its journalists regularly push the boundaries of censorship to expose wrongdoing among state-owned enterprises and local government.
While the original article has so far remained online, follow-up reporting by other outlets often disappeared soon after being published.
A tracking service being used by journalists to monitor trucks was taken offline on Wednesday, reported Yicai, a financial news outlet. The article was taken offline hours later.
"It was media that finally paid attention to the mess of tankers transporting cooking oil," one user wrote on Weibo, the social media platform. "In recent years, as media's ability to supervise seriously declined, more and more horrendous things have happened."
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Kenyan police begin patrols, but Haiti's gangs are unperturbed
Haitians are growing frustrated at the lack of action or an apparent plan to take on the heavily armed criminals.
By Widlore Merancourt, Amanda Coletta | 2024-07-11

A Kenyan police officer patrols near Toussaint Louverture International Airport in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on July 3. (Odelyn Joseph/AP)


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti -- For Irvika Francois, navigating life in this gang-plagued city requires a series of precautions. The Haitian educator and feminist has moved her family. She never travels more than a mile from home.
Several hundred Kenyan police officers have deployed to this Caribbean nation, the first members of a U.N.-backed security mission to beat back the heavily armed paramilitaries that control 80 percent of the capital, allow new elections and give Haitians like Francois a chance to breathe.
The Kenyans, better armed and equipped than Haitian police, have joined their hosts on street patrols. The gangs, who warned they would resist the deployment, appear unperturbed. They're still setting homes ablaze, attacking police stations and killing with impunity.
"I don't feel the effect of the Kenyans' presence," Francois, whose cousin was kidnapped by a gang last year, said. "Nothing has changed in my life, and I don't have increased confidence in my security. ... I don't understand why the Kenyans are here."

Kenyan policemen stand guard near the U.S. Embassy in Port-au-Prince. (Mentor David Lorens/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


It's been nearly two years since former prime minister Ariel Henry first called for an international security force to help restore stability to this beleaguered Caribbean nation. During the long wait, gangs tightened their grip on the capital, busting open prisons, shutting down seaports, taking over fuel terminals and the international airport.
Now, less than three weeks after the first officers arrived, frustration is growing. Haitians say the deployment has had no discernible effect on security. Police officers say they haven't been looped into a plan to restore order.
"Haitians have high expectations of the foreign force," said Diego Da Rin, an analyst with the International Crisis Group. "They say that if ... the mission doesn't start conducting operations soon that lead to tangible changes and victories against the gangs, they might start to frown upon [its] presence."
Officials from Haiti, Kenya and the United States, which says it won't send troops but is by far the mission's largest financial backer, counter that it's proceeding as it should.
Normil Rameau, the new head of the Haitian National Police, told reporters this week that he's met with his Kenyan counterparts several times for "evaluation and planning."
"There is neither a set day nor time for operations," Rameau said. "The population may wake up one day to find that operations have taken place and bandits have been stopped or neutralized. For strategic reasons, we cannot reveal how this will happen."
A Kenyan police officer here said the force is waiting for more equipment to arrive before beginning operations. He did not know when that would be.
"We're ready," said the officer, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to speak publicly. "We have more training than the gangs. We have the capacity to kick them out. We're going to attack the gangs where they are hidden."
Gangs killed at least 3,250 people in Haiti from January to May, the U.N. office here reports, up more than 30 percent from the previous five months. U.N. officials say gangs are reportedly paying people to stay in their communities so they can serve as human shields during police operations.

People in the Monoville area of the Juvenat neighborhood in Port-au-Prince in May. (Ricardo Arduengo/Reuters)


They say they have received reports of gangs trying to recruit children ahead of the foreigners' arrival, allegedly "to leverage potential incidents against children involving mission personnel in order to undermine the presence of those personnel in Haiti."
Haiti has had a long and difficult history of international interventions. The United States invaded in 1915 and occupied the nation for 19 years, establishing a system of forced labor, training the notoriously abusive gendarmerie and executing dissidents.
Most recently, a U.N. peacekeeping mission from 2004 to 2017 was marred by allegations of abuse and blamed for a cholera outbreak that killed more than 10,000 people. Haitians said the troops did little to maintain security; they branded them "turistas."
The United States backed Henry's October 2022 call for international help but had difficulty finding a country to lead it. The U.N. Security Council greenlit the mission last October, but planning, staffing and funding have been slow.

A police officer takes part in an operation against a gang in Port-au-Prince's city center on Tuesday. (Clarens Siffroy/AFP/Getty Images)


The mission could grow to roughly 2,500 members. Several countries from the Caribbean, Africa and Asia have pledged personnel, but it is unclear when they will send them to Haiti.
Kenyan officials have said the mission needs around $600 million, but international donors have contributed just $21 million. The U.N. office here said last month that the mission would be unable to complete a 12-month deployment without more money.
Haitian police are to lead operations against gangs with mission personnel providing support, officials have said. But several Haitian police officers said they remain confused about how that will work.
The officers, who spoke to The Post on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss the matter publicly, said the Kenyans are better armed and receiving a much higher salary while the Haitians are expected to shoulder most of the risk.
"We are going to be at the forefront, but with what weapons?" one Haitian police officer said. "Who will give the orders? How can we defend ourselves? We don't know anything."
"The Kenyans shouldn't be patrolling the streets," said another. "They should be attacking the gangs. They have the resources we lack, including firepower."
Stanley Julien is among the several hundred thousand people who have fled their homes to escape the violence. He used to sell drinks near Haiti's National Penitentiary but is now sheltering in a school. He hopes the police mission "will bring security and order."
"I can't say much about the Kenyans yet," he said. "They haven't taken any bold actions so far. The armed groups think it's just a bluff."
Meika Decime, an economics student at the University of Port-au-Prince, runs a small business selling cocktails in the capital. But the security crisis makes it hard to deliver to many neighborhoods, she said, and sales have dropped 40 percent since December. Many of her teachers, meanwhile, have fled, and her classes have been canceled.
She's withholding judgment on the international force, she said, while giving it "space and time" to do its work. She hopes it will foster long-lasting stability.
"I love my country and don't want to leave," Decime said. "I can't imagine spending my life outside of Haiti."
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Man caught trying to smuggle 104 live snakes -- in his pants
The man went through the "nothing to declare" line when crossing from Hong Kong into mainland China. A search found his pockets full of writhing, scaly contraband.
By Lyric Li | 2024-07-11

Chinese customs agents said July 9 that they intercepted a man with more than 100 live snakes in his pants at Futian Port in Shenzhen.


The man, wearing a black jacket and baggy pants and carrying a backpack, said he had "nothing to declare" when he crossed the busy border checkpoint from Hong Kong into the southern Chinese city of Shenzhen.
A search revealed he was indeed carrying contraband. In fact, 104 scaly pieces of contraband. That's how many live snakes were in his pants, China Customs officials said.
A video shared by the agency showed the man walking assertively through the "nothing to declare" line at the Futian crossing, one of the world's busiest land ports.
He was pulled aside for further inspection -- the Customs office didn't say what aroused suspicion or whether it was random luck -- and the search revealed that his pant pockets contained six canvas drawstring bags, sealed with tape.
"When opened, each bag was found to contain multiple living snakes, brightly colored and in different shapes and sizes," according to a statement from the Customs office.
The video showed two officers examining the red, pink and black snakes, which were writhing in plastic bags by the time of their performance for the video.
All five species identified inside -- milk, corn, Texas rat, western hognose and gopher snakes -- are nonvenomous, endemic to North America and frequently found in the exotic pet trade in China, where they risk becoming an invasive species.
"Those who violate the regulations will be ... held accountable by law," Customs authorities said. Smugglers of live animals in China face a fine of up to 50,000 yuan (a little less than $7,000), and severe violations can lead to criminal charges.
The Customs agency did not reveal the man's nationality or what happened to him next, and the office in Shenzhen could not be reached for comment.
Futian is no strangers to "walking zoo" travelers. In September, a woman was found carrying 15 live snakes, four Amazonian giant centipedes -- the largest centipede species in the world -- and a blue-tongued skink in her pant pockets and hoodie. A few months earlier, a woman was caught hiding five snakes in her tank top.
Beijing banned the poaching, transport and trade of wild animals in 2020, the year that the coronavirus pandemic was said to have begun at a market in Wuhan where wild animals were sold. Biosecurity and disease control laws forbid people from importing, abandoning or releasing nonnative species without permission.
In 2023, China Customs launched a three-year campaign to crack down on the smuggling and mailing of wild animals and says it intercepted 1,186 nonnative species, including 44,000 exotic pets, in a year.
Some wild animals such as alligator gar -- a torpedo-shaped freshwater fish with razor-sharp teeth -- have not been included in official lists of invasive species and still find ways into the country as pets. The sightings of one alligator gar made national headlines in 2022 after a city drained an entire lake in a multiday effort to capture it.
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Britain's new government vows to prioritize Ukraine fight
John Healey, Britain's defense chief, said the Ukraine war is as much an economic contest between Russia and the West as it is a military fight between Kyiv and Moscow.
By Missy Ryan | 2024-07-11

British Defense Secretary John Healey arrives for a cabinet meeting at 10 Downing Street in London on Tuesday. (Justin Tallis/AFP/Getty Images)


Britain's new Labour government will make supporting Ukraine's war against Russia a top international priority, the country's incoming defense chief said, as he takes on a mission to counter Kremlin adventurism and bolster British military might at a time of fiscal constraints.
The government of Prime Minister Keir Starmer, which ended the Labour Party's long opposition exile following a major electoral victory last week, faces a mandate to strengthen services for Britons, improve economic conditions and fortify military readiness -- all at a time when, its ministers say, government coffers are largely bare.
Tasked with ensuring Britain's military, a close but smaller partner of the United States, can meet global security demands in that context is John Healey, a veteran Labour politician whom Starmer named as defense secretary.
Healey visited Ukraine's Black Sea city of Odessa on his second day in the job, holding talks with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky and emphasizing the United Kingdom's commitment to blocking Russian President Vladimir Putin's attempt to overwhelm Ukraine by force.
"The defense of the U.K. starts with the defense of Ukraine," Healey said Wednesday in his first interview with an American newspaper since taking the job, casting the conflict in global terms. "We know that if Putin wins in Ukraine, he won't stop there."
While Starmer ran on promises of change following a long rule by the Conservative Party, he is not expected to make dramatic changes to foreign or defense policy, maintaining strong British support for NATO, safeguarding ties with Washington and staking out a hawkish position on Russia.
Healey, speaking after his arrival in Washington, where he, Starmer and Foreign Minister David Lammy are attending this week's NATO summit, declined to share a detailed view of Ukraine's battlefield chances in coming months but noted that the country's scrappy military had held off Russia far longer than expected and had pushed Russia's Black Sea fleet out of areas vital to Kyiv's maritime exports.
He said the conflict is as much an industrial and economic contest between Russia and the West as it is a military battle between Kyiv and Moscow. He acknowledged, too, the difficulty Ukraine probably would have in recapturing occupied territory by force, saying that most wars conclude with negotiated settlements.
"We've got to see how the economic, the political, the diplomatic and military support can be brought together to give the Ukrainians the best chance of putting Putin on the back foot, reclaiming their territory and being in a position to start to negotiate a long-term peace on their terms," he said.
Healey also pointed to new air defense commitments to Ukraine and defense industry investments by NATO nations, both of which he said would telegraph to Russia the West's intent to stay the course.
Like other nations wary about what the upcoming U.S. election could portend for Europe, British officials say the continent must invest more in its own defense and decrease reliance on the United States, regardless of whether President Biden or former president Donald Trump prevails in November.

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, left, meets with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky on the sidelines of the NATO summit in Washington on Wednesday. (Stefan Rousseau/AFP/Getty Images)


While Starmer has embraced the previous government's pledge to increase defense spending from about 2.3 percent of GDP to 2.5 percent, he has set aside the promise to do so by 2030, saying instead it will meet that target when conditions permit.
Elisabeth Braw, a senior fellow at the Atlantic Council, a Washington-based think tank, said Britain's budgetary realities would make it difficult for the U.K. military to meet the global mandate it had given itself in years past.
"There is this expectation in the U.K. and the U.S. [that] the U.K. military will always be there as a sort of the sidekick or the junior partner whenever the U.S. needs or wants assistance," Braw said. "But the U.K. is really like the poor cousin in this relationship, and there really aren't resources enough to do everything that the U.K. expects of itself and the U.S. expects of it."
In a possible signal change, Germany is expected to surpass Britain in defense spending in 2024, according to NATO.
"It's a painful reality for the U.K., and that is what's facing John Healey," Braw said. "He would have to set priorities and essentially live within the budget."
Healey has voiced hope of reforming Britain's defense institutions and working closely with industry to increase defense output.
Speaking Wednesday, Healey said the new government would review the previous government's policy in granting licenses for weapons sales to Israel. As it has elsewhere, the issue of British defense sales to Israel has emerged as a controversial issue amid the war in Gaza.
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NATO leaders move to 'Trump-proof' the alliance in Washington
Fears that the former president could soon be back in the White House have NATO leaders looking to lock in support for Ukraine, and the alliance itself.
By Michael Birnbaum, Emily Rauhala, Missy Ryan, John Hudson | 2024-07-10

President Donald Trump speaks during a NATO summit in Watford, England in 2019. (Evan Vucci/AP)


Former president Donald Trump doesn't have a seat at the table as NATO leaders gather this week in Washington, but he might as well, as officials strategize about how to adapt the alliance for the possibility that its most senior leader may soon again be a skeptic.
Alliance policymakers have moved control of major elements of military aid to Ukraine away from U.S. command to the NATO umbrella. They appointed a new NATO secretary general who has a reputation as being especially agile with Trump's unpredictable impulses toward the alliance. They are signing decade-long defense pledges with Ukraine to try to buffer military aid to Kyiv from the ups and downs of politics. And they are pushing up their defense spending, Trump's single biggest anger point when it comes to NATO.
The gathered leaders on Wednesday agreed that they will support Ukraine "on its irreversible path to full Euro-Atlantic integration, including NATO membership" -- wording that was subject to intense negotiation in recent weeks, with President Biden initially opposed to using the word "irreversible."
Four nations also announced Wednesday that donated F-16 fighter jets to Ukraine will be operational later this summer. And alliance leaders called out China for being a "decisive enabler" of Russia's war in Ukraine, its toughest language yet toward Beijing.
But for all the effort to strengthen the alliance, Trump's shadow was casting a pall over Washington's convention center, where the summit is being held. European leaders quietly wonder whether this is a goodbye to a U.S. president who hews to a transatlantic agenda -- a bipartisan constant of U.S. foreign policy from World War II until Trump's arrival in the White House in 2017.
"If we elect him a second time, then I think that's, from the Europeans' perspective, extraordinarily telling about our direction of travel in the United States," said Andrea Kendall-Taylor, director of the transatlantic security program at the Center for a New American Security think tank. "And so it is Trump-proofing for the most immediate four years, but there is a growing worry that the United States will be less committed to Europe over the longer term."
Few European policymakers say they believe that Trump would formally pull the United States from NATO. Congress recently passed legislation that binds the country to the alliance and would require a two-thirds vote in the Senate to withdraw.
But many fear Trump would bring a far more transactional approach to the alliance, and some take seriously his vow that he would look at whether they are meeting their defense spending commitments before deciding whether to come to their aid if they are attacked. How to handle Trump is dominating social conversations among NATO policymakers in Washington, along with the related obsession of whether Biden will drop his reelection effort.
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg on Wednesday downplayed concerns about a second Trump presidency.
"The main criticism from former president Trump, but also from other U.S. presidents, has not primarily been against NATO, it has been against NATO allies not investing enough in NATO -- and that has changed," he told reporters. "The clear message has had an impact, because now allies are really stepping up."
Asked whether European leaders are talking about Trump behind closed doors, Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Store told The Washington Post in an interview that "you will not believe me if I said no."
While in Washington, many leaders are taking the opportunity to have quiet conversations on the side with potential Trump administration foreign policy officials. Keith Kellogg, the retired general who was then-Vice President Mike Pence's national security adviser and continues to advise Trump, said last month that he had received 165 requests for briefings from foreign officials since November, and that he had granted 100 of them. Kellogg noted that he doesn't speak in an official capacity for Trump or the Trump campaign.
Many international policymakers -- including Ukrainian leaders, who have the most to lose -- have been hedging their bets against the possibility that Trump could return to office. That was notable Tuesday in Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky's choice of venue to deliver a speech: the Reagan Institute, to a room of Republican luminaries and European diplomats.
Though he was careful not to comment directly about the U.S. election, Zelensky urged Biden to allow Ukraine to use U.S. long-range weaponry to strike military bases on Russian territory "and not to wait for November or any other event."
Asked afterward by Fox News anchor Bret Baier how closely he was watching the U.S. election, he said, "I think sometimes closer than you, Bret," to laughter from the crowd.
Ukrainian leaders said that they hoped to float above the tumultuous U.S. presidential race, mindful of their role in Trump's first impeachment, in 2019. As president, Trump had delayed defense aid to Ukraine while pressing for evidence of Biden's alleged corruption in Kyiv.
"We don't have to fit every political process. We have to make sure that we secure our survival from political processes," Ukrainian Deputy Prime Minister Olha Stefanishyna said in an interview.
NATO policymakers have been deep in discussions for months about how to manage Trump's revival. After Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022, the Biden administration resisted a direct role for NATO in the provision of military aid to Kyiv, hoping to avoid Russian perceptions that the alliance was directly in battle with Moscow.
That reluctance has faded as Ukraine's early heroics have been tempered by recent Russian battlefield gains. Meanwhile, Trump has surged in the polls and European concerns have grown. NATO policymakers agreed in the lead-up to the summit to establish a new NATO command that will take on many of the coordination roles that the Pentagon had provided.
Policymakers quietly acknowledge that Trump-proofing the alliance can only go so far -- not least because Trump is not the only leader who has questioned NATO policy toward Ukraine and Russia. Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban and Slovakian Prime Minister Robert Fico have also backed similar policies.
Some leaders say a Trump presidency could be fine for NATO, especially if it pushes lagging European countries to spend more on their defense.
"What I say to Europeans all the time is: 'Stop freaking out about Trump. You've done this before, you did this for four years, and guess what? It actually wasn't that bad for Europe,'" said Rachel Rizzo, a nonresident senior fellow at the Atlantic Council's Europe Center, in a briefing with reporters. "There was some tough rhetoric and tough language that ruffled feathers certainly. But the policies that Trump put in place toward Europe were not damaging toward NATO."
That spend-more effort has been endorsed by right-wing leaders in Europe who share many of Trump's migration-skeptic policies and yet are also pro-Ukraine, such as Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni and Polish President Andrzej Duda.
Trump and Duda "are friends. They understand their values. They understand credibility when it comes to the security obligations also," said Jacek Siewiera, the head of Duda's National Security Bureau.
Italy's ambassador to the United States, Mariangela Zappia, said NATO's core interests can withstand elections.
"I believe the NATO summit will be in fact a confirmation of how democratic systems can choose different paths but in the end stand together on principles: in this case, that borders cannot be changed through aggression," she said.
Pro-NATO policymakers hope to manage splintering policy visions under the leadership of the incoming secretary general, Mark Rutte, who as a long-serving Dutch prime minister met repeatedly with Trump and became known for his tact in managing sometimes tense interactions.
That would put him in the tradition of Stoltenberg, who earned plaudits during the Trump era for finding ways to work with him.

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said on July 10 he expected the United States to remain an ally regardless of 2024 presidential election results.


"He made a very conscious decision to not pick a fight with the U.S. president, not to challenge him publicly or privately, and never to be caught talking about him," said Camille Grand, a former NATO assistant secretary general who is now a distinguished policy fellow with the European Council on Foreign Relations.
Oana Lungescu, NATO's spokesperson between 2010 and 2023 and now a distinguished fellow at the London-based Royal United Services Institute, said Stoltenberg's team workshopped a single, easy-to-read graph that showed increases in European defense spending. The alliance also looked for ways to credit Trump for pushing allies to spend more.
"The figures were real -- it's about how you shape it and how you use it [to show] that this is achieving results, that NATO is a win," she said.
Rutte, 57, spent 14 years wrangling political coalitions as prime minister of the Netherlands and is seen as a skilled and savvy diplomat with a frank, pragmatic style. Those who have worked with him say he is deeply committed to the transatlantic relationship and will do whatever it takes to protect it.
"He deeply believes in the power and strength of U.S.-European cooperation as a force to project Western values on the global stage, and he will speak up for that," said a senior European official who has worked closely with him for years, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive issues.
In a now-famous 2018 interaction in the Oval Office, Rutte pointedly pushed back when Trump, delivering off-the-cuff remarks about trade, suggested it would be "positive" if the U.S. and Europe failed to reach a deal.
"No," Rutte said, as Trump continued to speak. "It's not positive," Rutte continued, smiling. "We have to work something out."
Trump shook his hand and moved on.
"Europe needs to step up regardless of the outcome of the U.S. election," Swedish Foreign Minister Tobias Billstrom said in an interview. "We also have to take a greater responsibility for Ukraine, because Ukraine is in our backyard."
Ellen Nakashima and Karen DeYoung contributed to this report.
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U.S. to again ship 500-pound bombs to Israel, reversing suspension
The Biden administration will send 500-pound bombs to Israel that had been held up since May over concerns about the Rafah invasion. But 2,000-pound bombs are still under review.
By John Hudson | 2024-07-11

Smoke rises following an Israeli airstrike in the central Gaza Strip on Wednesday. (Abdel Kareem Hana/AP)


The United States is resuming a shipment of 500-pound bombs to Israel that had been held up since May, when the Biden administration suspended delivery of two types of large, airdropped weapons amid concerns about the ballooning scale of civilian casualties in Gaza, said U.S. officials familiar with the matter.
The paused delivery included 1,800 2,000-pound bombs, which remain on hold, U.S. officials said. But the supply of 1,700 500-pound bombs will move forward.
The U.S. decision followed a pressure campaign by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Defense Minister Yoav Gallant and pro-Israel lobbyists in the United States, including the American Israel Public Affairs Committee, demanding the resumption of all weapons shipments regardless of their lethality.
Despite the pressure campaign and initial hold, the U.S. officials said the 500-pound bombs were never a serious concern for the Biden administration.
"Because of how these shipments are put together, other munitions may sometimes be co-mingled. That's what happened here with the 500-lb bombs since our main concern had been and remains the potential use of 2,000-lb bombs in Rafah and elsewhere in Gaza," said a U.S. official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive arms deliveries.
While the tempo of Israel's military campaign in Gaza has slowed somewhat, Israeli strikes continue to be associated with mass-casualty events, including a strike Tuesday at a school sheltering displaced Palestinians near Khan Younis that killed at least 25 people and wounded 50 more, according to Gaza's Health Ministry.
Israel said the airstrike targeted Hamas fighters.
The decision to partially lift the pause in U.S. shipments was first reported by Israel's Channel 12.
The United States originally suspended the provision of large bombs as a "shot across the bow" and a serious indication of U.S. concern about Netanyahu's planned invasion of the southern Gaza city of Rafah, where more than 1 million Palestinians were sheltering.
President Biden had said a major operation there would cross a "red line," triggering a suspension of U.S. support. U.S. officials later said Israel's operations there never crossed the line, including a May 26 incident in which at least 46 Palestinians were killed during an Israeli bombing of the Tal al-Sultan tent camp.
U.S. officials said the offensive in Rafah was carried out with much more precision than Israel's other operations in Khan Younis and Gaza City. Last week, the Israel Defense Forces brought a large group of journalists to tour parts of Rafah for the first time. Reporters described the city as "decimated" and largely empty. 
Janet Abou-Elias, a research fellow at the Center for International Policy, a Washington-based think tank, said the destructive power of 500-pound bombs should not be taken lightly. "In Gaza's densely populated areas, the difference in the destructive impact between a 500-pound and a 2,000-pound bomb is negligible, both causing immense destruction and civilian casualties," she said.
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Israel calls for Gaza City to evacuate, affecting hundreds of thousands
The United Nations said the directive urging people to flee "will only fuel mass suffering for Palestinian families." 
By Miriam Berger, Adela Suliman, Hajar Harb, Bryan Pietsch | 2024-07-10

Israeli forces on July 8 ordered residents in Gaza City to evacuate to central Gaza Strip ahead of a wider military operation.


JERUSALEM -- The Israeli military issued a sweeping directive for all Palestinians to leave Gaza City on Wednesday, calling the area a "dangerous combat zone" as it ramped up operations in the enclave's largest urban center.
The Israel Defense Forces dropped leaflets over the city -- the largest in the Gaza Strip -- urging civilians to flee south along two designated routes. The warning, which the military characterized as an "evacuation recommendation," came just days after the IDF announced a new offensive in the region, causing fear and panic among the hundreds of thousands of people still living in northern Gaza, including Gaza City, according to United Nations estimates.
"Israel's instruction for people to leave Gaza city will only fuel mass suffering for Palestinian families," the U.N. humanitarian affairs office said in a statement Wednesday.
The World Food Program also warned that the "unpredictable and volatile situation" in Gaza City was limiting its operations, just weeks after the world's leading body on food crises said a high risk of famine persists across the territory.
The vast majority of Gaza's roughly 2.3 million people are already displaced, many of them multiple times, and the areas Israel has marked as "safe zones" are already desperately overcrowded, leaving little room for new arrivals. The leaflets released over Gaza on Wednesday told residents that they could move "quickly and without inspection" this time, signaling they would not be required to pass through the Netzarim checkpoint that divides the enclave and where the IDF has frequently detained Palestinian men.
"We categorically refuse to leave our house," 39-year-old Anhar Sakik, a resident of Gaza City, said in a phone interview Wednesday.
Sakik said she is staying in a family home near the headquarters of the U.N. Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA) with 35 relatives. Israel said on Monday that intelligence indicated the presence of Hamas infrastructure, operatives and weapons at the agency's headquarters, which was evacuated in October.
"We are surrounded under a barrage of artillery shells," Sakik said. But, she added, "we experienced displacement and we know the extent of the suffering displaced people have experienced and are still experiencing in the south. We will not leave at all because we don't know where is safe."

Palestinians, who fled the eastern part of Gaza City after they were ordered by Israeli army to evacuate their neighborhoods, carry their belongings Sunday in Gaza City. (Dawoud Abu Alkas/Reuters)


The Hamas-run Interior Ministry issued a statement Wednesday advising people to ignore the evacuation order and instead "move to a place close to your area of residence" if in danger. Local journalists reported Wednesday afternoon that they saw only a trickle of families fleeing along the route south.
"People realize that death will follow them everywhere," Mahmoud Basal, a spokesman for Gaza's civil defense force, said by phone.
The IDF originally withdrew from the city in January but has since returned for more targeted raids, as Hamas fighters have regrouped in areas with fewer Israeli troops present.
The group's military wing, the Izzedine al-Qassam Brigades, released a video on social media Wednesday showing its fighters detonating explosives under Israeli bulldozers and firing rockets at soldiers in the Tel al-Hawa neighborhood of Gaza City.

Palestinian rescuers work to evacuate casualties from a residential building hit by Israeli strikes that destroyed shops at Gaza's Old City market July 4. (Mahmoud Issa/Reuters)


The Palestine Red Crescent Society said Wednesday on X, formerly Twitter, that its emergency services could not reach the sick and wounded.
"Operation room teams are receiving dozens of humanitarian distress calls from Gaza City, but our ambulance teams are unable to reach them due to the danger of the targeted areas and the intensity of the bombardment," it said in the statement.
Sakik said her elderly mother is ill and her children "live in a state of fear."
Her 8-year-old son, Zaid, won't leave her side, she said, adding, "He tells me that at least if we are killed, I will be in your arms."
Around 6:30 p.m. local time, Sakik sent a message saying there was heavy bombardment nearby -- then communication was cut.
Israel sent a delegation to Doha on Wednesday to participate in cease-fire talks, according to an Israeli official who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive negotiations.
Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant said Israel has "eliminated or injured" 60 percent of Hamas's fighting force. He said in remarks to the Knesset that "the vast majority" of battalions have been "dismantled."
The U.S. reversed a suspension on the shipment of 1,700 500-pound bombs to Israel, according to U.S. officials familiar with the matter. The shipment had been held up since May, when the U.S. expressed concern about civilian casualties in Gaza.
A husband and wife were identified as the two people killed in a Hezbollah rocket attack Tuesday on the Golan Heights. The Golan Regional Council said Wednesday that Noa and Nir Baranes, parents of three children, were killed in the attack while they were heading home. "The entire Golan community is shocked, grieving and mourning," it said.
The IDF said it was "looking into reports that civilians were harmed" in an attack near a school in eastern Khan Younis. The Gaza Health Ministry said at least 25 people were killed and 53 were injured in the strike; the school had been sheltering displaced people. The IDF said it used "precise munition" to strike a "terrorist from Hamas's military wing."
The IDF also said it had concluded a two-week operation in the Shejaiya neighborhood of Gaza City. The Israeli military issued evacuation orders for people in the area on June 27. On Wednesday, as the military said it had destroyed eight tunnels and eliminated over 150 militants.
At least 38,295 people have been killed and 88,241 injured in Gaza since the war started, the Gaza Health Ministry said Wednesday. It does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates that about 1,200 people were killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack, including more than 300 soldiers, and it says 325 soldiers have been killed since the start of its military operations in Gaza.
Lior Soroka in Tel Aviv contributed to this report.
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Russia deems Moscow Times 'undesirable,' putting writers, sources at risk
The classification forces organizations to cease operations in Russia and opens Russians who work for, fund or collaborate with them to potential prosecution.
By Mary Ilyushina | 2024-07-11

A copy of the Moscow Times newspaper at the Extra-M printing plant in Moscow in 2014. (Andrey Rudakov/Bloomberg/Getty Images)


Russia has designated the Moscow Times, a leading English-language media outlet focused on covering Russia, an "undesirable organization," effectively banning its operations within the country and exposing anyone collaborating with it to potential criminal charges.
"A decision has been taken to declare the activities of The Moscow Times, a foreign nongovernmental organization, undesirable on the territory of the Russian Federation," Russia's prosecutor general's office said in a statement Monday. It accused the outlet of "discrediting the decisions of the leadership of the Russian Federation in both foreign and domestic policy."
Russian authorities have used the "undesirable" label to force independent media and civic organizations critical of the Kremlin from the country. Some of the strongest Russian investigative projects, such as Proekt, the Insider and Important Stories, have been similarly labeled in recent years, which severely limited their ability to report inside the country and exposed reporters and potentially their interview subjects to legal risks.
The "undesirable" classification forces organizations to cease operations in Russia and puts Russians who work for, fund or collaborate with them at risk of potential prosecution, with jail terms of up to five years.
The Moscow Times, which publishes in English and Russian, is the alma mater of many accomplished correspondents who cover Russia, including Evan Gershkovich, the Wall Street Journal correspondent jailed in Russia on espionage charges the United States has dismissed as fabricated, and Ellen Barry, who went on to become a Pulitzer Prize-winning Moscow bureau chief for The New York Times in the early 2010s. The paper was established by Dutch publisher Derk Sauer in 1992, making it the first Western daily to be published in the country.
The paper moved its office to Amsterdam in 2022 after Russia passed a package of laws restricting coverage of the invasion of Ukraine. A year later, the Russian Justice Ministry designated it as a "foreign agent" -- usually the first step taken by the authorities to drive an organization out of the country.
Access to the paper's website has been previously restricted in Russia, with authorities citing "systematic publication of socially significant false information aimed at discrediting the activities of state authorities of our country in conducting a special military operation," a Kremlin euphemism for the war.
"This designation comes as no surprise -- it was clear that our journalism, which is telling the world the truth about Russia and its war on Ukraine, makes the Kremlin uncomfortable," Samantha Berkhead, an editor with the Moscow Times, told The Washington Post in a statement.
"Our jobs are going to become more difficult. Anyone in Russia who interacts with us in any way will now be at risk of criminal prosecution. But we refuse to be silenced," she added.
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U.K. police find wanted man after suspected triple murder by crossbow 
Kyle Clifford, 26, was found by police in Enfield, London, on Wednesday, Hertfordshire police said in a statement.
By Anika Seth | 2024-07-10

Police stand guard in Bushey, Hertfordshire, northwest of London, on Wednesday after a triple killing the evening before. (Justin Tallis/AFP/Getty Images)


British police said they have found a man wanted in connection with a suspected crossbow attack that left three women dead at a home in Bushey, Hertfordshire, northwest of London.
Kyle Clifford, 26, was found by police Wednesday in the Enfield area of north London, Hertfordshire police said in a statement. No shots were fired by police, the statement said, but Clifford was receiving medical treatment after being found with injuries.
Police had named Clifford earlier Wednesday in connection with a triple killing the evening before. In an earlier statement, Hertfordshire police said officers were called to a home in Bushey just before 7 p.m. Tuesday and found the women seriously injured. All three died at the scene.
The BBC named the victims as Carol Hunt, 61, Hannah Hunt, 28, and Louise Hunt, 25. They were the wife and daughters of John Hunt, who works for the BBC 5 Live radio station as a horse racing commentator.
"At this stage, we believe the suspect was known to the victims," Hertfordshire police said Wednesday evening.
Home Secretary Yvette Cooper, who took office last week after the Labour Party's election victory, is considering tougher crossbow laws and will assess the findings of a Home Office review carried out this year, British news outlets reported.
The previous government had considered tightening the laws involving crossbows after would-be assassin Jaswant Singh Chail tried to break into Windsor Castle and kill Queen Elizabeth II with such a weapon on Christmas morning in 2021.
Britain does not have a registration system or licensing requirement for ownership of a crossbow, though it is illegal for anyone younger than 18 to possess one.
In February, the Conservative government's Home Office launched an eight-week review to consider implementing a licensing system and tighter restrictions on buying and selling crossbows, similar to regulations for firearms.
The office completed the review in April, but action was apparently stalled by the recent elections.
In a post Wednesday on X, Cooper called the killings "shocking" and said she was being kept "fully updated" on the investigation.
John Hunt's fellow sports journalists and other figures from the racing world took to social media to express their condolences for the Hunt family.
"Impossible to comprehend the pain," ITV racing commentator Matt Chapman wrote on X. "Just know we are all here for you John. We love you pal -- racing loves you."
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Will the Paris Olympics be the friendliest yet for competing moms?
For the first time, the Olympic Village will feature a nursery where parents can leave their babies. France is also making accommodations for breastfeeding mothers.
By Annabelle Timsit | 2024-07-10

"I think it really tells women that you can choose motherhood and also be at the top of your game and not have to miss a beat," Allyson Felix, shown here with her daughter Camryn in 2021, says about the accommodations being made for the upcoming Olympics. (Patrick Smith/Getty Images)


Paris could be the site of many Olympic Games firsts: It aims to be the first fully gender-equal Games, the first to drastically reduce carbon emissions, and will feature the first Opening Ceremonies not held in a stadium.
It may also be the most accessible to athletes with young children, and particularly athlete-moms -- as more choose to compete after having children and become more vocal about the struggles of balancing motherhood with competitive sports.
For the first time, the Olympic Village will feature a nursery -- to help athletes more easily spend time with their babies or infants amid grueling competition and training schedules. The French National Olympic and Sports Committee has also pledged to make hotel rooms available for French athletes who are breastfeeding, as part of a set of measures to create more space for "parenthood" within the Games.
Olympic organizers say these measures are needed to promote women's participation in sports -- and to keep up with the times.
"Society is changing and this meets our athletes' needs," said Astrid Guyart, general secretary of the French National Olympic and Sports Committee, told French newspaper Le Monde.
American track and field athlete Allyson Felix, who won 11 Olympic medals before retiring from the sport in 2022, told CBS the launch of the nursery, in the nonresidential area of the Olympic Village, represents "a shift in the culture" around female athletes.
"I think it really tells women that you can choose motherhood and also be at the top of your game and not have to miss a beat," said Felix, who is on the International Olympic Committee's Athletes' Commission.
To be sure, athlete-moms -- and female athletes more broadly -- can still face obstacles at the highest levels of sports, including unequal pay and lower public visibility. And change is slow: Ahead of the last Summer Olympics in Tokyo in 2021, the International Olympic Committee barred family from accompanying athletes, including children who were still nursing, because of pandemic restrictions, before reversing and acknowledging the "unique situation facing athletes with nursing children," after an outcry led by female athletes.
Individual athletes have led the charge to secure arrangements for themselves and their families at the 2024 Games -- by advocating in the media and even appealing directly to political leaders. In January, Olympic medalist and judoka Clarisse Agbegnenou, 31, said she took French President Emmanuel Macron aside during his visit with the French national judo team and told him, "I would like to have my daughter with me in the Olympic Village to feel good and be fully committed in my final stretch of these Olympic Games."
"I tried to give some advice to help us be even better ... I think it was heard, I hope so anyway," Agbegnenou told RMC Sport. She added that more changes were needed "on the issue of health, family."
In recent years, famous athletes such as Felix, soccer player Alex Morgan and retired American tennis player Serena Williams have voiced their frustration with the fact that women's sports are not always equally valued, compensated or promoted in media and during major sporting events.
Children and families are generally not allowed inside the Olympic Village. French Olympic organizers said "the village must remain a preserved place, where only athletes and staff coexist in a performance dynamic."
This year, under new policies for the Paris Olympic and Paralympic Games, a nursery will be set up in the nonresidential area in the Olympic Village Plaza, and will be open every day from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. to parents of babies and infants "and their dedicated caregivers," Paris 2024 organizers said.
France is going even further -- making special accommodations for the first time this year to allow its athletes access to a dedicated breastfeeding space at a hotel near the Olympic Village, and to stay there if they want to remain with their child, the French National Olympic and Sports Committee said.
French athletes with children of any age will also have access to a shared space to spend time together during the day. And during the Paralympic Games, athletes with babies under the age of 1 will receive "guest passes" to allow their babies into the Olympic Village twice a day so they can be breastfed. The same rule will apply for athletes with children up to 3 years old when the child has special needs or disabilities.
"It's really cool what the French Olympic Committee is doing for their breastfeeding and parent athletes," Canadian basketball player Kim Gaucher, who helped push for the IOC to reverse its policy on nursing children at the Tokyo Olympics, said in an article shared by the Canadian Olympic Committee. "This is what we want to be the norm."
Felix worked on a partnership with Pampers to offer athletes "access to high quality nappies and wipes, while also providing a space for playtime and family bonding" at the Paris 2024 Olympic Village nursery.
Felix told CBS, "I just knew how difficult it was to compete at the top level after I had my daughter, and some practical things were really hard."
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Russia recruits sympathizers online for sabotage in Europe, officials say
Europe has been grappling with an increase in Moscow-led sabotage attacks as Russia turns its focus to increasing the cost of Western support for Ukraine.
By Souad Mekhennet, Catherine Belton, Emily Rauhala, Shane Harris | 2024-07-10

U.S. soldiers at the U.S. Army military training base in Grafenwoehr, Germany, on July 13, 2022. (Christof Stache/AFP/Getty Images)


MUNICH -- When a man was spotted taking photos last October of a U.S. military garrison in a Bavarian town where Ukrainian troops are trained to operate the M1 Abrams tank, it triggered an investigation that led to the first evidence Russia was planning sabotage attacks in Germany, security officials said.
The suspect, a German citizen born in Russia, was discussing over an encrypted messaging app potential targets in Germany -- including the U.S. facility in the town of Grafenwoehr -- with an individual with ties to Russia's military intelligence service, according to six Western security officials.
Dieter Schmidt, 39, and an alleged co-conspirator were charged with espionage in April -- the first arrests in Germany of alleged saboteurs working for Moscow. Europe has in the months since been grappling with a rapid increase in Moscow-led sabotage attacks or plots as Russia turns its focus to increasing the cost of Western support for Ukraine.
"Russia is fighting the West in the West, on Western territory," said a senior NATO official who, like others, spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive material. "Our focus is really sharpening on this."

Secretary of State Antony Blinken on May 31 in Prague vowed to respond to the Kremlin's intensifying "hybrid attacks" on front-line states and NATO members.


Secretary of State Antony Blinken said "virtually every ally" at a NATO meeting in Prague in May  raised the issue of "the Kremlin ... intensifying its hybrid attacks against front-line states, NATO members, setting fire and sabotaging supply warehouses, disregarding sea borders and demarcations in the Baltics, mounting more and more cyberattacks, continuing to spread disinformation."
The question of how far Moscow will escalate its efforts and how the West should respond will consume part of this week's NATO summit in Washington. Western officials say the Russian operations they detected seem designed to stay below the threshold of an open armed attack while stirring public unease, and their numbers are growing.
In Britain, four men were charged in April with carrying out an arson attack on a London warehouse containing aid for Ukraine; authorities said the attack was paid for by Russian intelligence. At the beginning of May, a fire broke out at the Diehl weapons factory just outside Berlin -- and investigators said they are examining a possible link to Russian intelligence. In Poland, also in May, an arson attack burned down a mall outside Warsaw and soon after Polish police arrested nine men, alleging they were part of a Russian ring involved in "beatings, arson and attempted arson," including an arson attack at a paint factory in Wroclaw and at an Ikea store in Lithuania.

Arsonists burned down Marywilska 44 Shopping Center on May 12 in Warsaw. Polish police arrested nine men allegedly involved in a Russian criminal ring.


In June, French police arrested a Russian-Ukrainian dual national for allegedly planning a violent act after materials intended to build explosive devices were found at his hotel room outside Paris following an apparently accidental explosion in his room. Czech Prime Minister Petr Fiala said a Latin American man accused of an attempted arson attack on a bus depot in Prague last month was "probably" financed and hired by Russian operatives.
A trove of Kremlin documents obtained by a European intelligence service and reviewed by The Washington Post illustrate the breadth of Russia's efforts to identify potential recruits.
The documents show that in July 2023, Kremlin political strategists studied the Facebook profiles of more than 1,200 people they believed were workers at two major German plants -- Aurubis and BASF in Ludwigshafen -- to identify employees who could be manipulated into stirring unrest.
The strategists drew up excel spreadsheets analyzing the profiles of every worker, highlighting posts that demonstrated the employees' anti-government, anti-immigration or anti-Ukrainian views.
At the BASF chemical plant, special attention was paid to the workers' attitudes toward the closure of several facilities at the plant in spring 2023  because of soaring production costs, including natural gas price hikes, which led to the loss of 2,600 jobs. At the Aurubis metals plant, the strategists noted anti-immigrant views in the posts of some of the workers, one of the documents shows.
"We can concentrate on inciting ethnic hatred," one of the strategists wrote. "Or on organizing strikes over social benefits."

The BASF chemical factory stands next to the Rhine River in Ludwigshafen, Germany. (Sean Gallup/Getty Images)


German officials said they were unaware of any incidents at BASF or Aurubis that could be tied to Russia, but added they took the Kremlin activities very seriously and believe they illustrate how Moscow is using social media to recruit operatives.
Daniela Rechenberger, a spokesperson for BASF, declined to discuss any workers but said the company is "constantly strengthening its capabilities to prevent, detect and respond to security risks."
Christoph Tesch, a spokesperson for Aurubis, said, "We have no evidence of this -- nor are we aware of any social unrest in the company."
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told The Post that the allegations of Russian sabotage activity were "no more than a stoking of Russophobic hysteria."
"All these suppositions and allegations are not based on anything," he said, adding that the authenticity of what was claimed was "more than doubtful."
The expulsion of hundreds of suspected Russian intelligence officers serving under official cover as diplomats immediately after Russia's invasion of Ukraine was aimed at curbing Moscow's ability to conduct covert operations. But increasingly, officials said, Moscow is working through proxies, including those it recruits online.
"The way that we tried to react was the way that we would have acted during the Cold War. But it is not the way that Russia operates right now," said Gabrielius Landsbergis, Lithuania's foreign minister, in an interview. "Social media alone provides a lot of opportunities to find people who would assist them in their activities. So you might not need to even have a handler in NATO countries if you can do it online."
While operating through social media presents a greater risk of detection, Moscow seems willing to cast an indiscriminate net in its search for allies. Communications through encrypted apps and a seemingly random target set add to the challenges in uncovering Russian operations, officials said.
"It is extremely decentralized," Landsbergis said. "It could be refugees, people who are down on their luck. It could be criminals, basically, anybody who thinks that earning a couple thousand euros [committing sabotage for Russia] is a good idea and maybe the risk is not too high."
Russia may also believe outsourcing such operations offers it a degree of deniability while still maximizing the potential for creating chaos, officials said. "They do what is possible," one senior European security official said.
One Russian academic with close ties to senior Russian diplomats insisted it was not possible to connect Moscow to all of the incidents cited by Western security officials. "But if this conflict continues, then each side will turn more and more to such distorted methods of battle," he added.
Schmidt, the man arrested for casing the U.S. military facility in Germany, had posted on Facebook about his exploits fighting with Russian-backed separatists in eastern Ukraine between 2014 and 2016. His deployment appears to be a successful case of identifying potential ideological allies, German security officials said. Law enforcement officials said they are still investigating whether Schmidt received any financial compensation for his efforts.
Schmidt, who has both German and Russian citizenship and moved to Germany as a teenager, was also tasked with finding others within the German-Russian community in Bayreuth, his hometown in Bavaria, who could assist with the sabotage mission, investigators said.
One such recruit was Alexander Jungblut, another Russian-born German, who was arrested in April alongside Schmidt and also charged with espionage.
"Jungblut mainly did internet research and supported Schmidt," a German security official said, including gathering information on an American company with branches in Bavaria.
Attorneys for Schmidt and Jungblut did not respond to requests for comment.
NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg said in June that alliance defense ministers had agreed to increased intelligence exchange, enhanced protection of critical infrastructure and further restrictions on Russian intelligence operatives to curb Moscow's operations.
But Lithuania's Landsbergis said a much greater effort was required. "It doesn't look from our perspective that Russia is specifically avoiding casualties," Landsbergis said. "It is just a coincidence there haven't been any yet. We will need to have a reaction. ... When Russia is escalating into our territory, the best way to react is to allow Ukraine to escalate back."
Belton reported from London and Rauhala from Brussels. Cate Brown in Washington and Ellen Francis in Brussels contributed to this report.
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Russia orders arrest of Yulia Navalnaya, widow of Putin's nemesis
Russia's decision to issue an arrest warrant for Navalnaya on the same day India's prime minister was visiting Moscow sent a loud message to Putin's critics, including in Washington.
By Mary Ilyushina, Natalia Abbakumova | 2024-07-10

Yulia Navalnaya, widow of Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny, is accused in a Russian arrest warrant of participating in an "extremist" group. (Gian Ehrenzeller/Keystone/AP)


In a display of defiance by Russia's largely obliterated political opposition, Yulia Navalnaya, the wife of the late opposition leader Alexei Navalny, has called for President Vladimir Putin to be held accountable for her husband's death, and lawyers for jailed Putin critic Vladimir Kara-Murza demanded that he be released from prison because of his failing health.
A Russian court on Tuesday ordered the arrest of Navalnaya -- an unlikely prospect given that she no longer lives in Russia and has not returned to the country since her husband died suddenly in an Arctic prison in February.
Navalnaya has accused Putin personally of murdering her husband and repeated that charge in responding to her arrest order.
"When you write about this, please do not forget to write the main thing: Vladimir Putin is a murderer and a war criminal," Navalnaya posted on X, formerly Twitter. "His place is in prison, and not somewhere in The Hague, in a cozy cell with a TV, but in Russia -- in the same colony and the same 2-by-3-meter cell in which he killed Alexei," she added.
The Kremlin has denied that Putin had any role in Navalny's death and Russian authorities issued a death certificate that cited natural causes.
Meanwhile, lawyers for Kara-Murza, a prominent critic of Putin and Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist for The Washington Post who is serving a 25-year jail sentence for treason, said on Wednesday they had finally been able to visit him after six days in which he could not be reached following his transfer to a prison hospital.
The lawyers called for Kara-Murza to be released from prison in light of his precarious health.
Navalnaya is unlikely to ever end up in a Russia jail. But the decision to issue the arrest warrant on the same day that Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi was visiting Moscow for a state visit sent a loud message to Putin's critics, including in Washington.
Unlike President Biden, who condemned Navalny's death and proclaimed Putin to be responsible for it, Modi said nothing at the time. Asked about Navalny's death, a spokesman for Modi's Bharatiya Janata political party reiterated India's close relations with Russia and also that India had expressed opposition to Russia's war in Ukraine.
The arrest order accused Navalnaya of participating in an "extremist" group -- her husband's political and anti-corruption organization -- and it demonstrated the Kremlin's continuing focus on Navalny, who had become Putin's nemesis and most formidable opponent, even months after his death at age 47.
Navalny in 2020 survived a poisoning attack carried out by Russian agents using an internationally banned chemical weapon, but was arrested upon his return to Russia in January 2021, following his recovery in a Berlin hospital. He was held mostly in punitive isolation cells as the authorities added new charges and criminal cases against him. Ultimately, he was transferred to the Polar Wolf prison colony near the Arctic Circle, where he died in February.
Navalnaya had been her husband's confidante and closest adviser for years but kept a low public profile, publicly stating that she was focused on their two children. But she stepped dramatically into the spotlight mere hours after the news of her husband's death, giving a surprise speech to world leaders gathered at the Munich Security Conference.

Navalnaya at the Munich Security Conference on Feb. 16, just hours after learning of her husband's death. (Kai Pfaffenbach/Reuters)


"I want Putin and everyone around him, Putin's friends, his government, to know that they will bear responsibility for what they have done to our country, to my family and to my husband. And this day will come very soon," she said.
Days later, she released a video message urging Navalny's supporters not to give up in the struggle against Putin's authoritarian rule in hopes of maintaining the momentum of Navalny's movement. She said she would take up the mantle as leader of that effort.
"I will continue Alexei Navalny's work. ... I want to live in a free Russia, I want to build a free Russia," she said. "I ask you to share with me the rage. The fury, anger, hatred for those who dare to kill our future."
A statement from the Basmanny court in Moscow did not specify the full nature of charges but they appeared to be linked to a 2021 ruling that declared three organizations set up by her husband to be "extremist," including the Anti-Corruption Foundation, which published multiple investigations into the illicit wealth and corrupt schemes of members of Putin's close circle.
Those investigations, some recounted in dramatic videos viewed millions of times on YouTube, prompted thousands of Russians to take part in protests over the years.
Russian authorities have slapped the "extremist" label on numerous independent movements and nongovernmental organizations, suggesting that they seek to undermine the country's "constitutional order" -- a thinly veiled excuse to dismantle organizations viewed as posing a challenged to Putin's quarter-century rule.
Since Navalny's funeral in March, which his widow was not able to attend, Navalnaya has met with multiple world leaders, including Biden. In July, she was elected chair of the U.S.-based Human Rights Foundation, a nonprofit organization that promotes human rights worldwide.
The lawyers for Kara-Murza said that Russian authorities prevented them from visiting him in a hospital where he had been taken. Kara-Murza, who suffers from health complications following two poisonings, is imprisoned in the Siberian city of Omsk, more than 1,300 miles from Moscow.
One of his lawyers, Vadim Prohkorov, called again for Kara-Murza's release from the prison colony because of his precarious medical condition.
"Vladimir Kara-Murza's health condition is currently relatively stable. But he suffers from a serious chronic disease that prevents him from serving his sentence in a correctional colony -- polyneuropathy," Prokhorov wrote in a Facebook post. The disease is a malfunction of peripheral nerves throughout the body.
In one of Kara-Murza's most recent letters from prison, he wrote to a friend: "To me, as a historian, the present time in general reminds me very much of the 'gloomy seven years' of the end of Nicholas I's reign. The darkest time."
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Inflation eased further in June, helping cement path to rate cuts
Fed watchers increasingly think a first rate cut could come in September, so long as the data continues to cooperate.
By Rachel Siegel | 2024-07-11

A customer at a grocery store in San Francisco in June. (David Paul Morris/Bloomberg News)


Inflation eased more than expected in June, handing Federal Reserve officials another dose of encouraging data as they inch closer to cutting interest rates and giving long-awaited relief to households and businesses.
Data released Thursday by the Bureau of Labor Statistics showed that prices climbed 3 percent compared with last year, an improvement from the 3.3 percent annual figure notched in May. Prices also fell 0.1 percent over the previous month.
Additionally, a key measure of inflation that strips out more volatile categories such as food and energy rose 3.3 percent over the past 12 months -- the smallest annual increase since April 2021. Financial markets were flat at the open.
Joe Brusuelas, chief economist at RSM, summed it up this way: "It's better than good."
But housing costs continue to be a major driver of overall inflation, and have proved hard to tame since there aren't enough homes available in America. Overall, shelter costs were up 5.2 percent over the year, and 0.2 percent over the month.
Policymakers have been waiting to cement their confidence that inflation is gradually easing. Barring any surprises, economists and Fed watchers quickly rallied around a cut at the central bank's mid-September meeting.
That kind of timing would bump up against the November presidential election, potentially benefiting Democrats campaigning on a strong job market and solid growth. And it could put more attention, especially from presumptive Republican nominee Donald Trump, on an institution that works hard to stay out of politics.
"A lot can happen between now and September 18, but unless most of the numbers pivot back into 'hot' territory, the Fed's reasoning for not cutting rates may no longer be justified," Chris Larkin, managing director of trading at E-Trade from Morgan Stanley, wrote in an analyst note.
No matter the timing, a single quarter-point cut wouldn't overhaul the economy. But it would signal that Fed officials are confident that inflation will continue settling down to more normal levels. And it would provide relief for households and businesses feeling the continued strain of high borrowing costs on houses, cars and other loans.
Fed officials on the lookout for signs that inflation is being driven by particularly sticky sources saw a familiar story in shelter costs. But there are some hopeful signs there, too.
For months, real-time measures from firms such as Zillow or Apartment List have shown lease costs easing or even falling for much of the past year. Economists and Fed officials have been waiting for that shift to show up in official government statistics. And they've grown frustrated by the delay, since it will be difficult to wrestle inflation all the way down until rent costs let up, too.
The first signs of some cooling finally showed up in June. The thinking is that lags in the way housing data are calculated are working their way through.
Other core parts of Americans' budgets also saw relief. Gas prices saw a significant drop, falling 3.8 percent in June -- more than enough to offset the rise in shelter costs. Energy prices also fell 2 percent, the same level as the month before.
Overall, food prices rose a smidgen. But certain grocery categories gave households relief. Fruits and vegetables, along with cereals and bakery products, fell over May.
Inflation has made major progress since peaking at 40-year highs in 2022. Supply chains have cleared their backlogs, and wages aren't rising as rapidly since people -- especially new immigrants -- joined the workforce and filled acute labor shortages. Gas and energy costs also fell, after Russia's invasion of Ukraine caused them to spike.
Plus, the Fed aggressively raised interest rates to slow the economy down. High borrowing costs typically tamp down demand by discouraging people from buying new houses or expanding businesses. But the Fed has managed to raise rates without causing major slowing in the economy or a recession. And while employers are hiring at a slower pace than last year, they're keeping up at a healthy clip. The economy added 206,000 jobs in June, and the unemployment rate ticked up slightly to 4.1 percent.
Testifying before Congress this week, Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell said recent job market data "do show that we've had considerable cooling in the labor market." As one example, the ratio of open jobs to available workers has come way down since the pandemic.
The risk, though, is that the Fed keeps interest rates too high for too long -- essentially prioritizing the inflation fight over the job market. That delicate balance has the financial markets, economists and families nationwide eager for the Fed to cut.
"We're very much aware that we have two-sided risks now," Powell said. "We're determined to balance those as best we can."
At the Fed's last policy meeting in June, officials penciled in just one interest rate cut this year, down from an estimate of three just a few months before. Economists don't think officials will be ready to cut rates by the time they convene later in July, shifting attention to this year's remaining meetings in September, November and December. (The November meeting falls during the week of the election, which could make for particularly fraught timing.)
Brusuelas said policymakers may have ultimately overreacted to discouraging data from the first few months of the year. At the time, the fear was that those reports signaled something entrenched and worrying about inflation. But with a few more months of hindsight, it looks more like typical noise.
"The overreaction took July off the table," he said.
In the meantime, inflation is proving especially unpopular for households and businesses who don't think the economy is working for them. Speaking to reporters last month, Atlanta Fed President Raphael Bostic said that when he talks to employers across his district -- which includes Alabama, Florida, and Georgia, and parts of Louisiana, Mississippi and Tennessee -- they say labor markets are looser than at the start of the year, making it easier to hire. But those same companies are also up against the rising costs of just staying in business.
"To the extent their cost basis is increasing, they're very uncertain and doubtful they can pass on pretty much any of it," Bostic said. "Their customers have reached a level of, 'We're at our limit, and we can't do much more than that.'"
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Work Advice: When work for a foreign government poses a moral dilemma
I worked on a contract for a country that has committed unconscionable human rights violations. How do I get out of meeting with their representative?
By Karla Miller | 2024-07-11

(iStock)


Reader: I'm employed at a company that does mostly federal contracting as well as work for foreign clients. I have participated in a few projects for these international clients, and the director and project leads for those clients are happy with my work and my particular skill set, which not many people have. My company is having trouble with declining federal budgets, so staying in this director's good graces might protect me if there are layoffs.
Last year we did work for a country that has since been widely criticized for human rights violations. This country's government has recently done things that are, to many people, unconscionable. I'm one of those people. I'm horrified by what this country's government is doing.
A member of this client's government is coming to the U.S. later this year, and everyone on the team is expected to meet with and possibly brief him on last year's project. I can't do this in good conscience. The idea of blithely briefing a member of this country's government as if everything is fine makes me sick to my stomach.
But I don't know how to tell the project lead that I will not be participating. Should I email? Meet in person? What wording should I use? I don't know how the project lead would react, although I suspect he's more sympathetic to the country's government. I'm not worried about getting fired, but I don't want to burn this bridge. I like the work -- I just can't keep doing work for this client. What should I say?
Karla: Assuming you have autonomy to accept or decline these requests, here's how I'd handle the debrief:
"I'm afraid I have a conflict and can't make the meeting. Here is a prepared summary of the work I performed last year." No need to elaborate on the nature of your conflict.
If you don't have that autonomy, try to find out more about your employer's policy on these kinds of conflicts. Do they expect employees to be able to separate personal objections from business goals, or do they want employees to be up front about potential conflicts to avoid compromising deliverables? If your employee handbook has nothing, ask for a private meeting with HR or a trusted manager to discuss your situation in hypothetical terms: "If I have a personal moral objection to working with a particular client, how would you recommend I handle it? Is there a protocol for recusing myself?"
If your conflict is due to religious beliefs, an employment lawyer could tell you whether you have legal protection. Otherwise, unfortunately, the protocol may involve your finding another employer.
For what it's worth, I don't see delivering a summary of work you have already performed as endorsing the client's latest actions. What's done is done.
The real question is what you will do if you're asked to support future contracts for this newly problematic client. Refuse? Quit? Accept the work and donate your earnings or off-the-clock time for an organization working to mitigate the harms of that government? Become a whistleblower? Take the job because it's work you are being paid to do?
At its heart, your question is a conundrum many face: The desire to do right vs. the need to be employed.
Not to veer into moral equivalence, but at some level, every human government -- including the one you perform most of your work for -- operates under a national charter stained with blood. I'm not saying: "All nations are compromised, so why bother with principles?" I'm pointing out that the representative you're being asked to meet with may be no less conflicted about their government's actions than you are about yours -- and no more culpable for those actions.
And here is some more unsavory food for thought: There is no way of fully knowing how the work you do for clients is being used -- the humans it's harming, the bad actors it's enriching, the brutal policies it's being used to justify. For most of us, the impact of our work is so far removed from the buttons we punch that we have the luxury of not thinking about it. But we are all complicit in atrocities against other humans at some level, from the foods we eat to the clothes we buy and the technology we use. The best we can do as individuals is act with good intentions, be mindful about our impact, and do better once we've learned better.
Reader query: Are you a contractor who has had a crisis of conscience over working with particular clients? How did you resolve it? Let me know at karla.miller@washpost.com.
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The U.S. has a plan to protect workers from heat. Here's who it would safeguard
A Post analysis finds that 500,000 agricultural workers and 4.3 million construction workers nationwide could be affected by the OSHA proposal, if it is finalized. 
By Anna Phillips, Nicolas Rivero, Niko Kommenda | 2024-07-11
On any given day in the warmest months, millions of workers nationwide labor in heat that is increasingly hazardous to their health. Last week, the Biden administration proposed a rule that, for the first time, would protect such workers, whether their jobs are indoors or outdoors.
The proposal sets out two heat index triggers that would apply nationally. One, at 80 degrees, would require employers to offer drinking water, rest breaks as needed and a plan for new workers to gradually increase their workload so their bodies adjust to the temperature. More protections would kick in at 90 degrees, including monitoring for signs of heat illness and mandatory 15-minute breaks every two hours.
The proposal is more than two years in the making and won't become final until at least 2026. Yet it is already facing stiff resistance. Employers in industries from agriculture to construction, tourism and oil and gas extraction have argued that it's unnecessary and could hurt their competitiveness. It is likely to encounter major obstacles, including the near-certainty that it would be abandoned if Donald Trump were to win the presidency in November.
But if the rule takes effect, data analyzed by The Washington Post shows that it could be transformative for workers -- especially in the South.
The region's punishing heat and humidity have long been a workplace hazard. Although Texas and California accounted for a quarter of all heat-related workplace fatalities from 2000 to 2010, workers in Southern states face the most lethal threat when the size of worker populations is taken into account. Mississippi, Arkansas, Nevada, West Virginia, and South Carolina had the highest rates of heat-related deaths on the job during that period.
Southern states are highly dependent on agriculture and home-building -- the two jobs where workers face the most risk from heat -- and with low rates of union membership, working-class laborers have little power to demand protection. Factor in the effects of climate change -- more-frequent heat waves and extreme temperatures -- and the future of work in these states is increasingly dangerous.
Heat index data goes beyond temperature to factor in humidity, which can intensify the impact of hot days. Such data reveals that parts of Texas, Louisiana, Florida, California and Arizona are already so hot, they would trigger the rule's most strenuous requirements for at least four months of the year. Those are the most extreme cases, but the measure would have a much broader impact.
According to a Post analysis of heat and employment data, the rule could affect more than 500,000 agricultural workers and 4.3 million construction workers who are exposed to 30 days or more of dangerous heat each year. OSHA officials estimate it would extend new protections to some 36 million people who work indoors and outdoors.
That is the current picture. But a hotter future is certain.

Veronica Carrasco checks the forecast before heading to work early on July 2 in Dallas. (Nitashia Johnson/for The Washington Post)


Because nations have been slow to curb carbon pollution, scientists have found that temperatures will continue to climb, likely surpassing the world's most ambitious climate target by the early 2030s. As the danger grows, more parts of the United States will likely hit OSHA's heat triggers, requiring employers to make allowances for longer periods of time.
Veronica Carrasco, a 40-year-old construction worker, said workers need a national heat standard to protect themselves from exploitative bosses.
Carrasco works for a contractor remodeling homes in the Dallas-Fort Worth area of Texas, which has more workplace heat deaths than any other state. Her employer provides water and allows workers to take rest breaks, but the job is still arduous. Carrasco said when she works inside, her boss turns off the air conditioning so that the dust doesn't damage the home's HVAC system, leaving her in hot, stagnant air. When she works outside, temperatures regularly soar past 100 degrees.
"You have to imagine that it's 110 degrees and I'm up on a 40-foot ladder with the sun beating down on my head," she said. "It's like working with a fever throughout my entire body."
Some business groups say employers know best how to protect their workers from heat, and argue they have an incentive to do so, since productivity lags when workers are ill.
Yet Carrasco said she's encountered bad bosses who ignore the risks. "I worked for four years for a boss who didn't give us breaks and didn't give us water, Gatorade or electrolytes -- nothing," she said. "All they care about is getting work out of you. They don't care how hot it is."
Carrasco has little choice but to work through the heat. After her husband died last year, she's the only one looking after her three kids. Remodeling work slows down in the winter, she said, so she puts in as many hours as she can throughout the summer. But she worries about the risks she's taking with her health.
"I don't have any other family here," said Carrasco, who immigrated to the United States from Honduras in 2011. "I have to make it back home to my kids."

Carrasco enjoys a chilled morning smoothie before heading to work. She said that when she works inside, her boss turns off the air conditioning so that the dust doesn't damage the home's HVAC system, leaving her in hot, stagnant air. (Nitashia Johnson/for The Washington Post)


Lately, she's started taking steps to protect herself from the heat -- and uncaring employers. Three years ago, she started attending meetings of the Workers Defense Project, a nonprofit that advocates for immigrant construction workers in Texas and offers trainings on heat safety and workers' rights.
"I'm very lucky because I learned to speak up," she said. "When I started with this contractor [three years ago], I said, 'This is the law. You have to give us water. I'm nobody's slave.'"
Powerful industry groups are already working to limit the reach of a rule they view as burdensome, redundant and expensive.
A large consortium of construction and home-building companies wrote to OSHA last month, asking it to leave the construction trades out of the rule and craft a separate measure for the industry, a move that would likely delay protections for years.
"We know that [business groups] are very interested in getting their industries exempt from this rule," said Rebecca Reindel, the safety and health director of the AFL-CIO.
Some industries have argued they are already protecting employees from heat and that a new regulation would be duplicative or, worse, get in the way of what they're doing. They have pushed back against the rule's expected acclimatization requirements, which would mandate a gradual ramping up of work hours during high heat. Some have questioned the entire initiative, saying that a workplace heat rule is unnecessary because not many workers die from heat exposure.

Carrasco packs her cooler with ice and water. Her current employer provides water and allows workers to take rest breaks, but the job is still arduous. (Nitashia Johnson/for The Washington Post)


Agency officials and public health advocates say official data underestimates the scale of the problem, given underreporting and the difficulty of attributing a death to heat.
Bureau of Labor Statistics figures show that, from 1992 to 2019, an average of 32 workers died from heat-related causes annually. There were 43 such deaths in 2022, up from 36 in 2021. But workplace data aside, deaths from heat in the United States have steadily increased in recent years. An estimated 2,300 people died from heat-related illness in 2023.
A common argument from business groups is that OSHA should require heat protections to kick in at higher temperature thresholds in parts of the United States with hot and humid weather.
"One of the things that we have stressed over and over to OSHA is just that this sort of blanket threshold across the country isn't going to work because workers are acclimatized to different regions with different varying heat and humidity levels," said Prianka Sharma, vice president and counsel for regulatory affairs for The American Road & Transportation Builders Association. For workers in Florida and other Southern states, she said, "an 80-degree threshold for them isn't going to be considered hot."
In a letter sent last year to Douglas Parker, assistant secretary of labor for occupational safety and health, the industry group was dismissive of the agency's efforts to address the growing effects of climate change on workers, writing: "OSHA policy should not be the means of achieving unrelated political talking points."

Farmworkers in Camarillo, Calif. pause their work in a bell pepper field to take a break and drink water amid a days-long heat wave earlier this month. California is one of only five states with heat rules to protect workers. (Etienne Laurent/AFP/Getty Images)


Supporters of the heat protection rule have praised OSHA for developing standards that kick in during extreme heat, but also during moderately high temperatures. They point to research showing that even an 80-degree day can be deadly. They say the United States urgently needs a national heat standard because states where workers are the most at-risk have shown they are not going to protect workers on their own. Although five states have heat rules -- California, Colorado, Minnesota, Oregon, and Washington -- lawmakers in Florida and Texas have passed laws blocking municipalities from enacting their own heat safety regulations.
Biden announced the proposed rule one day after Florida's law took effect, signaling a desire to position himself as pro-labor. Many worker safety advocates and union leaders believe the outcome of the presidential election will decide the rule's fate. Travis Parsons, director of occupational safety and health for the Laborers' Health & Safety Fund of North America, said if Trump were to prevail, the heat standards "will be dead on arrival."
Even if a Democrat wins the White House, other hurdles remain. Emboldened by recent decisions chipping away at the federal government's authority to address climate change and worker safety, Republican attorneys general would likely take the heat rules to court. The Supreme Court recently rejected a lawsuit against OSHA backed by conservative and business groups, but its decision last week limiting regulatory agencies' authority could make it easier for the rule's opponents to challenge it.

John McAllister, an industrial laundry worker in Durham, N.C., wants to see workplace heat protections take effect nationwide. (Kate Medley for The Washington Post)


John McAllister, a 59-year-old industrial laundry plant supervisor in Durham, N.C., said workplace heat protections would be life-changing.
Inside the cinder block building where he and about 120 other employees wash and iron, radiant heat from the machines often makes the building 10 to 20 degrees hotter than the air outdoors, he said. Although the break room is air-conditioned, McAllister said the workspace has no temperature controls. The heat has made him lightheaded and he's seen employees break out in heat rash and become woozy.
"In the summertime, for somebody to pass out is not an irregular thing," he said. "To be under that kind of continual heat stress, it just wears on you like a hundred-pound weight just sitting on your shoulders."
After working at the plant for six years, McAllister can recognize the signs of heat illness. He said he jumps into action when co-workers seem disoriented or are having difficulty standing on their own. And through negotiations with his union, a local chapter of the Service Employees International Union, his employer now provides Gatorade, water and fans. Yet he would welcome clearer safety rules, especially ones requiring a cooler work area.
North Carolina doesn't have workplace heat protections. Though state officials have said they would adopt the federal OSHA regulation when it's finalized, lawmakers voted last year to make it more onerous to do so. Instead of being automatically adopted, new federal health and safety rules will have to be reviewed by a state commission.

"In the summertime, for somebody to pass out is not an irregular thing," McAllister said. "To be under that kind of continual heat stress, it just wears on you like a hundred pound weight just sitting on your shoulders." (Kate Medley for The Washington Post)


"I think what's happening in Florida and Texas, and the entire South, paints a picture of why we need federal intervention," said Oscar Lodono, executive director of WeCount!, a South Florida worker advocacy group that led a doomed push to create local heat protections for farm and construction workers in Miami-Dade County.
At least one company that pushed to kill the Miami-Dade County bill now supports OSHA's effort to create national heat rules. Having one standard that applies across the United States makes more sense for companies like Costa Farms, a Miami-based tropical plant nursery that operates farms in Florida, Virginia, North Carolina and South Carolina, according to the company's chief people officer, Arianna Cabrera de Ona.
"Whatever comes out of this, wherever it ends up, it's highly unlikely that it will be perfect ... but I do think that it will be something that we can live with."
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Biden unveils $1.7 billion to boost EV production at U.S. auto factories
The funding from the Energy Department benefits labor unions, and comes as the Biden administration races to dole out green money before the November election.
By Maxine Joselow | 2024-07-11

A battery moves beneath a Chevrolet Bolt EUV during production at Orion Assembly in Lake Orion, Mich., in 2021. (Nic Antaya for The Washington Post)


The Energy Department on Thursday unveiled $1.7 billion for retooling 11 auto factories to make electric vehicles and their components, with a focus on facilities that have shuttered or could close without federal help.
The funding underscores how the Biden administration is racing to get climate money out the door before the November election, even as it faces criticism for not moving faster on green lending. Should former president Donald Trump win a second term, he could try to scrap billions of dollars worth of federal spending aimed at accelerating America's shift to clean energy and electric vehicles.
Much of this money comes from President Biden's signature 2022 climate law, the Inflation Reduction Act, which also provides tax credits of up to $7,500 for consumers to buy EVs. Trump has falsely claimed that EVs don't work, and he vowed to gut Biden's EV policies during an April meeting with oil industry donors.
The 11 factories are scattered across eight states, including battleground states in the 2024 election such as Georgia, Michigan, Ohio and Pennsylvania. All of the facilities are unionized, unlike many EV plants in Southern states less friendly to union labor.
Facing pressure from his own party to drop his reelection bid, Biden has sought to showcase his enduring support from unions, a critical Democratic constituency. The president met Wednesday with the executive council of the AFL-CIO, the country's largest federation of trade unions, although that invitation was extended before his disastrous debate performance last month.
"Building a clean energy economy can and should be a win-win for union autoworkers and automakers," Biden said in a statement Thursday. "This investment will create thousands of good-paying, union manufacturing jobs and retain even more -- from Lansing, Michigan to Fort Valley, Georgia -- by helping auto companies retool, reboot and rehire in the same factories and communities."
Without mentioning Trump by name, Biden added that these communities "were left behind by my predecessor and are now making a comeback with the support of my policies." In his campaign, Trump has accused Biden of offshoring U.S. jobs and has promised to "take jobs out of China and bring jobs back to Michigan."
The funding announced Thursday is not final and is conditional upon successful negotiations with the companies. If awarded, it could create more than 2,900 new jobs while saving more than 15,000 union positions at risk of being eliminated, the Energy Department said.
"This announcement is a hallmark of the Biden administration's industrial strategy, which is a strategy to bring manufacturing jobs back to America after years of offshoring," Energy Secretary Jennifer Granholm said during a Wednesday call with reporters previewing the announcement.
The funding comes amid mounting anxiety in Washington about China's dominance of global supply chains for EVs and their components. In a bid to prevent a flood of low-cost Chinese EVs from hurting domestic manufacturing, Biden in May quadrupled tariffs on Chinese EVs to 100 percent.
The announcement also comes as major automakers chip away at Tesla's once-commanding share of the U.S. EV market. For the first time, Tesla's share of the market fell below 50 percent in the second quarter of this year, even as overall EV sales set a record, according to estimates released Tuesday by research firm Cox Automotive.
The largest chunk of money announced Thursday -- $500 million -- will help General Motors convert its plant in Lansing, Mich., from producing internal combustion engine vehicles to EVs. The Energy Department said the investment is expected to allow the plant to retain more than 650 jobs while creating 50 new jobs.
Another $89 million will help Harley-Davidson retool its factory in York, Pa., to manufacture electric motorcycles. And $32.6 million will go to American Autoparts Inc., a subsidiary of Hyundai Mobis, to make plug-in hybrid electric cars and trucks in Toledo.
Many of these facilities faced a real risk of closure without the infusion of federal cash, said Sam Abuelsamid, an EV expert at market intelligence firm Guidehouse Insights.
"Assuming we have continued uptake of EVs, there will be less and less need for manufacturing capacity for the components that are specific to internal combustion engine vehicles," Abuelsamid said.
Beyond the Energy Department, agencies across the federal government are rushing to award the rest of their climate cash before the end of Biden's first term.
John D. Podesta, senior adviser to the president for international climate policy, said some Inflation Reduction Act money is reserved for future years.  But he said around 92 percent of major grant programs have launched and nearly 60 percent of grants have been awarded.
"The agencies have done an extraordinary job of launching what are brand new programs," Podesta told reporters Tuesday on the sidelines of a climate event at the Canadian embassy.
Some climate advocates and clean-energy companies, however, say a crucial office within the Energy Department has made less progress than they had hoped toward issuing green loans, rather than grants.
The climate law empowered the Loan Programs Office to lend an additional $200 billion to next-generation energy projects, including solar farms, hydrogen plants and lithium mines. So far, the office has approved a little more than $27 billion, and it still has an estimated $215.7 billion left to lend.
Energy Department spokeswoman Charisma Troiano said it took time for the Biden administration to hire more staff for the office, which was largely dormant under the Trump administration. It also takes time for the office to conduct a rigorous analysis of each loan application, she said.
"Thanks to President Biden's Investing in America agenda, LPO is firing on all cylinders now and the office's application pipeline is stronger than ever, helping support all aspects of the nation's clean energy manufacturing renaissance," Troiano said in an email.
Under President Barack Obama, the Loan Programs Office had a high-profile success when it loaned $465 million to Tesla to open its first factory in Silicon Valley. But it faced fierce criticism from congressional Republicans in 2011, when the solar panel manufacturer Solyndra filed for bankruptcy after receiving $535 million in federal loan guarantees, leaving 1,100 people out of work and taxpayers on the hook.
Trevor Dolan, senior industry and workforce policy lead at Evergreen Action, an environmental group, said the Biden administration faces an inherent tension when doling out climate money. If agencies move too slowly, a second Trump administration could claw back unspent funds. Too quickly, and Biden could face a Solyndra-like scandal or leave communities and workers behind.
"We know that a Trump presidency poses an existential threat to climate action, so getting out this funding between now and the election is crucial," Dolan said. "... But agencies are putting extensive due diligence into this. They're not pushing money out the door without regard for creating good jobs or advancing broader goals."
At the Environmental Protection Agency, $27 billion went out the door in April. The money comes from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund, which seeks to leverage public and private dollars to invest in clean-energy technologies such as solar panels, heat pumps and more.
"EPA continues to work quickly and prudently to design, open for competition, select for award, and obligate these funds," EPA spokesman Tim Carroll said in an email. "The Agency anticipates that more than $32 billion in funds will be obligated by the end of the year."
The $1.7 billion announced Thursday comes from the Domestic Manufacturing Conversion Grants program, which ranks in the top third of Inflation Reduction Act programs in terms of size, said a White House official who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized to comment publicly.
A second Trump administration would have trouble clawing back this money once it is formally awarded. But if Trump repeals Biden's policies aimed at spurring EV adoption, it could still cast a pall of uncertainty over recipients of this funding, said Karl Brauer, executive analyst at iSeeCars.com.
"This is where the downside of our four-year election cycle rears its ugly head," Brauer said. "Whether or not you like EVs, it's really wasteful to plow money into EVs for four years and then have another four-year time frame where you change direction."
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IRS reports collecting $1 billion from rich households' back taxes
For years, the tax agency simply didn't try collecting sizable debts owed by 1,600 filers with annual incomes of at least $1 million.
By Julie Weil | 2024-07-11

IRS Commissioner Danny Werfel in Washington in February. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


The IRS reported Wednesday that it has collected $1 billion in taxes and penalties owed by hundreds of wealthy households who accumulated past-due tax debts for years while IRS enforcement dwindled.
"The tax bill wasn't even in dispute -- the taxes were clearly owed by these people," IRS Commissioner Danny Werfel said in a call with reporters. "But we didn't have the people or the resources. ... It takes time and staffing to work through these cases."
The tax agency, boosted by $60 billion in additional funding from the 2022 Inflation Reduction Act, has hired hundreds of skilled accountants over the past year and a half after years of shrinking staffing. Some of them have focused their efforts on specific groups of tax delinquents, including a group of 1,600 households with annual incomes above $1 million who were all known to owe at least $250,000 in back taxes, based on their previous tax returns. Facing understaffing in the past, IRS leaders admit, their agents simply didn't try to collect these taxes for years.
The new enforcement campaign started last year with letters to at least 1,500 people in the target group, reminding them what they owed, Werfel said. About 100 of them paid a total of $100 million in taxes, interest and penalties in the first month or so, Werfel said.
Others took much more effort, and in some cases, levies on the taxpayers' assets to collect the money. Werfel described months of letters back and forth between the IRS's new agents and the millionaires' accountants and lawyers.
The push that IRS officials described this week targeted people who filed tax returns but hadn't paid. The agency is also pursuing a far larger group: wealthy people who haven't filed returns at all.
The IRS stopped sending letters reminding people that they hadn't filed in 2017. It resumed the practice this year, notifying as many as 25,000 people who formerly reported annual income above $1 million, as well as up to 100,000 people whose income was above $400,000 a year, that they had skipped filing in one or more recent years.
Werfel said the agency would likely report in the fall how much money those letters have brought in.
"When the IRS is not meeting its mandate and responsibility to enforce the tax laws, [it] creates an atmosphere where an increasing number of people believe they can not file or not pay their taxes," Werfel said. "Announcements like this where we indicate that we are actively working to identify non-filers and delinquent taxpayers ... puts other taxpayers on notice."
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Costco is raising membership fees. Don't worry, hot dogs cost the same.
Basic members will pay $5 more per year and executive members will see a $10 increase as the company raises fees for the first time since 2017.
By Andrew Jeong | 2024-07-11

The Costco logo is seen above a gas station in Hawthorne, Calif. (Patrick T. Fallon/AFP/Getty Images)


Costco shoppers will see their membership fees go up for the first time since 2017, the company said Wednesday, betting the move will boost profits without turning off its loyal customer base.
Starting Sept. 1, Costco Gold Star, Business and Business add-on members in the United States and Canada must pay $65 for annual memberships, up from $60.
Executive members will have to pay $130, a $10-per-year increase. The move will affect 52 million members, "a little over half of which are Executive," Costco said in a news release. Executive members are offered up to $1,000 in rewards for their purchases. The maximum rewards will increase to $1,250 with the fee hike, the company said.
The fee increase comes despite Costco defending its image as a place to find low-priced bulk goods in an economy struggling with inflation. On an earnings call in late May, Gary Millerchip, the company's chief financial officer, told investors that Costco's hotdog-soda combo would continue to be sold at $1.50 -- a price that hasn't changed since the 1980s -- a move that won widespread acclaim.
Millerchip also said on the May call that he was not ruling out a membership fee increase, adding that Costco considers raising membership fees every five years or so.
"Despite inflation, Costco has kept prices low," said Felipe Caro, a professor at the UCLA Anderson School of Management. "But the membership fee eventually had to go up, and it makes sense to do it now when customers really notice its value. Costco's stock price went up after the announcement, so the market agrees that it was the right decision at the right time."
Costco's shares rose more than 2.5 percent after the announcement.
The company posted net income of $1.68 billion in the 12-week period ending May 12. That figure incorporates the $1.12 billion in membership fees it took in during the quarter. Costco earned nearly $4.6 billion in annual membership fees in the fiscal year that ended in early September, an 8 percent increase from the previous year.
However, the extra fees could hurt Costco's ability to attract new customers and retain relatively newer members who may not be as loyal as longtime customers, according to Dinesh Gauri, a professor of marketing at the University of Arkansas.
"I do not think they have provided any other offering or new services ... to shoppers to justify the fees increase," he said. Shoppers who are not loyal or who joined recently may consider buying at rivals such as Sam's Club, Gauri added.
Sam's Club, a wholesaler like Costco, raised membership fees in 2022. It now charges $50 for a basic membership and $110 for a Plus membership, up from $45 and $100, respectively.
Customers could also switch to rivals that do not require memberships, such as Target and Kroger, according to Gauri. These companies have "stepped up their game" in recent years, he added, while offering what he views as stronger pickup and delivery options than Costco.
"If anyone does not need membership, they may not miss much," he said.
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New British government inherits worst economic plight since World War II
Like President Biden, British Prime Minister Keir Starmer promises a more active government with investments in green energy to improve economic prospects.
By David J. Lynch | 2024-07-10

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer talks to journalists as he flies to Washington on Tuesday to attend a NATO summit. (Stefan Rousseau/Pool/Reuters)


Britain's new Labour Party government is betting that an economic plan modeled on "Bidenomics" will reverse more than a decade of economic drift and boost stagnant living standards without requiring budget-busting spending.
It won't be easy.
Like President Biden, Prime Minister Keir Starmer promises a more active government than his Conservative Party predecessor, as well as investments in green energy and industrial policies that promote domestic manufacturing.
But Starmer -- who met Biden at the White House on Wednesday -- inherited an economy showing the strains of more than a decade of political tumult, inadequate business investment and sclerotic government planning. He also lacks a ready source of cash.
The economic climate represents "the worst set of circumstances since the Second World War," Rachel Reeves, the country's first female chancellor of the exchequer, or finance minister, said Monday. Adjusted for inflation, wages are virtually unchanged since 2007, according to the Center for Economic Performance, a research institute. The average German is now 20 percent richer than the typical citizen of the United Kingdom.
"The U.K. is not in a quick-fix situation. Most people think it is going to take the best part of a decade to see material improvement come through," said David Page, head of macroeconomic research at AXA Investment Managers in London. "But I think there's also now a hope, and that's different, that you might see that emerge in the next 10 years."
Reeves moved quickly this week to underscore the urgency of the challenge, calling economic growth "our national mission" and saying that "there is no time to waste." But she has vowed to obey informal fiscal rules that will limit Labour's ability to spend freely, given the country's debt load. Her aim is to use modest amounts of public money to attract private capital.
The roots of Britain's economic woes lie in weak productivity growth, economists said. Equipping workers to produce more goods each hour is the key to expanding the economy and raising living standards. And it is what has been missing from Britain's recent performance.
The typical American worker last year produced 23 percent more than their British counterpart. That gap had more than doubled since 2007. French and German workers also outperform the British.
British productivity rose steadily for nearly three decades but has flatlined since the 2008 financial crisis. The government austerity and recurring political crises that followed the Great Recession discouraged companies from investing to make workers more efficient, economists said.
In the United States, business investment has risen by more than one-third since 2016, almost seven times the increase in the United Kingdom, according to government statistics.
"What does it mean? It means you're working with outdated equipment and less of it," said Rob Wood, chief U.K. economist for Pantheon Macroeconomics in Newcastle upon Tyne.
The pandemic -- and government budget cuts that left the National Health Service understaffed -- also took a toll on productivity. There are 754,000 more working-age people inactive now compared with before the pandemic, according to a House of Commons analysis. Many are among the more than 6 million Britons who are waiting to see a doctor, according to the British Medical Association.
Britain's problems are the legacy of years of interplay between public and private choices. The country's overly large financial services industry shrank following the 2008 crisis, which made credit harder to get than elsewhere.
The government met the crisis with an "age of austerity," which hurt public services and crimped economic growth.
"We've learned that public austerity destroyed the private sector as well. We need to invest," said David Blanchflower, an economics professor at Dartmouth College, who served on the Bank of England's monetary policy committee before the 2008 crisis.
Brexit -- the 2016 decision to quit the European Union -- and its implementation consumed three prime ministers over most of a decade and continues to shadow the economy.
Erecting commercial barriers against its largest trading partner will shrink the U.K. economy by 4 percent and will leave both exports and imports roughly 15 percent lower than if the country had remained in the E.U., according to the Office for Budget Responsibility, an official agency.
Government instability has been an impediment to growth. Since 2010, Britain has had five prime ministers, seven chancellors, nine cabinet ministers for business and countless long-term economic plans.
Last fall, Prime Minister Rishi Sunak canceled the second half of a high-speed rail line intended to link London with northern cities. First proposed in 2009, the line -- billed as Europe's largest infrastructure project -- was to have connected the capital with Birmingham and Manchester, farther north.
But in October, Sunak eliminated the portion of the line from Birmingham to Manchester, leaving businesses that had planned on faster rail connections fuming.
"The sheer political and policy volatility [means] businesses don't know whether they are coming or going," Wood said.
Starmer's meeting with Biden on the sidelines of a North Atlantic Treaty Organization summit underscored the "special relationship" between the allies.
In a Washington speech last year, Reeves sketched an economic formula that resembled Treasury Secretary Janet L. Yellen's doctrine of "modern supply-side economics." The two share an enthusiasm for spurring growth by expanding the labor force and investing in infrastructure and climate-friendly energy sources.
Relative to the size of its economy, the U.S. public debt is a bit larger than that of the United Kingdom. But the dollar's status as the global reserve currency gives the U.S. government more latitude in dealing with its spending issues.
Labour has said it will abide by an informal fiscal rule developed by the previous U.K. government. That will require it within five years to start reducing debt as a percentage of gross domestic product, which is now set to reach 95 percent in 2026.
Labour also has ruled out increasing personal income taxes, the national insurance levy or the value-added tax.
Budgetary realities already have caused Labour to shrink its ambitions. In February, the party scrapped its pledge to spend 28 billion pounds, or roughly $36 billion, each year on green energy programs. Instead, officials said annual spending would hit 4.7 billion pounds, or $6 billion.
"Reality has kicked in," said Paul Dales, chief U.K. economist for Capital Economics. "The new government has to focus on areas where actually they can make a difference without costing lots of money."
One such priority will be overhauling the notoriously slow planning process that governs housing and infrastructure projects. Labor wants to speed planning approvals to build 1.5 million homes over the next five years and to overhaul the energy grid.
The new government this week ended the Conservatives' ban on onshore wind farms. Instituted in 2015, it allowed a single objection to block projects.
Labour faces a daunting to-do list. But it may enjoy a short-term tailwind. Inflation in May was running at an annual rate of 2.8 percent, down from its peak near 10 percent in 2022. After a brief recession last year, growth is beginning to stir. The International Monetary Fund expects the economy to expand by 0.7 percent this year and accelerate to 1.5 percent in 2025.
With inflation falling, the Bank of England could soon cut its 5.25 percent benchmark lending rate for the first time in four years, which would give the economy a boost.
If the new government can improve the nation's health service and return some inactive workers to the labor force, the economy would get a further lift.
Labour's massive parliamentary majority and the disarray in the ranks of the opposition Conservatives mean that Starmer can expect to remain in office for at least a full five-year Parliament, if not two.
That relative stability comes as other major economies are preoccupied with domestic politics. In France, the left-wing coalition that triumphed in parliamentary voting this month has endorsed free-spending policies that could unsettle financial markets. And the United States is in the midst of a divisive presidential contest, which could return an unpredictable former president to the White House.
"In an uncertain world," Reeves said on Monday, "Britain is a place to do business."
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BMW recalls 394,000 older vehicles equipped with Takata air bags
The recall covers certain BMW 3 Series four-door sedans from the model years 2006 through 2011, and 3 Series Sportswagon vehicles from 2009 to 2011.
By Aaron Gregg | 2024-07-11

BMW's latest recall covers more than 390,000 vehicles in the United States. (Altaf Qadri/AP)


BMW is recalling 394,000 older vehicles equipped with air bags that can explode and send metal fragments flying at the driver, the latest in a line of Takata recalls that started more than a decade ago.
The vehicles included in the recall are certain BMW 3 Series four-door sedans carrying the model years 2006 through 2011, and 3 Series Sportswagon vehicles from 2009 to 2011.
Regulators are particularly concerned that some of the vehicles may have been modified by the owners to include sport or M-sport steering wheels -- performance steering wheels that resemble those on racecars -- that use air bags made by the now-defunct supplier Takata, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
"Certain vehicles may contain a sport or M-sport steering wheel equipped with a Takata driver's front air bag module that contains a PSDI-5 inflater that could have been installed by an owner, even though it was not officially offered/approved by BMW as a replacement part," NHTSA wrote in its recall announcement.
The latest recall adds to the list of safety problems related to air bags manufactured by Takata, which went bankrupt in 2017 and sold off its assets. Tens of millions of Takata's air bags were recalled by various auto manufacturers over the years. Even in the past two years, at least four manufacturers have issued "do not drive" warnings related to Takata air bags in older vehicles.
In older air bags the inflater, a device that shoots gas into the air bag to inflate it quickly, can experience excessive internal pressure when it deploys, NHTSA said. That can cause the inflater to rupture, sending metal fragments flying outward.
BMW has not received any reports of accidents or injuries in the United States related to the steering wheel issue, according to an NHTSA recall report submitted July 3. Dealers will be notified of the issue Wednesday and will reach out to owners by Aug. 23.
It's common for auto recalls to reach only a portion of the intended vehicles. No major auto manufacturer has come close to removing all Takata air bags in previously sold vehicles, leaving millions still out on the roads, said Michael Brooks of the nonprofit Center for Auto Safety.
Many of those air bags are now reaching the age where the likelihood of a rupture is as high as 50 percent, Brooks said.
"It's a critical concern now, and in five years we're going to have even more vehicles reaching the age where they are at a critical concern," he said. "As long as these air bags are out there on the road, we are going to see tragedies happen."
There were an estimated 6.4 million U.S. vehicles with Takata air bags still installed as of May 2024, according to the vehicle information company Carfax.
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Bipartisan Senate group proposes ban on congressional stock trading
The bill would forbid members of Congress to buy and sell stocks and certain other investments, and impose restrictions on their spouses and children.
By Jacob Bogage, Jacqueline Alemany | 2024-07-10

The Capitol dome in January 2023. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Members of Congress and their families would face stiff penalties for trading stocks under new legislation released Wednesday by a bipartisan group of senators.
The bill, introduced by Sens. Jon Ossoff (D-Ga.), Gary Peters (D-Mich.), Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.) and Josh Hawley (R-Mo.), would bar members of Congress from buying and selling stocks and certain other investments, and impose similar restrictions on lawmakers' spouses and dependent children by 2027.
Members of Congress and the president and vice president would also have to divest from certain investments by 2027.
Lawmakers would face a fine worth their monthly salary or 10 percent of the value of each improper investment if they violated the new rules.
The Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee will vote to advance the legislation to the Senate floor on July 24, Peters, the committee's chair, announced Wednesday.
"I believe that Americans deserve to have confidence that their federal elected officials are making decisions that are in the best interest of the American public and are not in the interest of any personal finances and financial decisions that they make," Peters said.
Lawmakers are already prohibited from using information gained from confidential briefings to make investments. And members must publicly disclose the stocks they buy and sell. But the penalty for such a violation is $200, hardly a fraction of the $174,000 salary that most members of Congress receive.
And lawmakers have been so active on the stock market that investment products have launched that allow ordinary investors to mimic the trades made by members of Congress.
Under Wednesday's legislation, members of Congress could still invest in mutual funds or pooled securities investments such as exchange-traded funds, also known as ETFs.
"People have more and more access to sensitive nonpublic information when they're in the government. It's important to alleviate those conflicts of interest, but it doesn't prevent them from being invested in the market," said Virginia Canter, chief ethics counsel at the government watchdog group Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington.
Previous bipartisan pushes to ban or restrict congressional stock trading have failed. Then-House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) in 2022 declined to bring legislation up for a vote in the House, saying the measure lacked the votes to pass. But she also opposed the measure herself, and her husband, Paul Pelosi, is a very successful investor.
"We're a free-market economy," Pelosi said in 2022. "They [members of Congress] should be able to participate in that."
The former speaker has long maintained that she does not personally own any stock and has no knowledge of or involvement with her husband's investments.
"Let's just call a spade a spade," Hawley told reporters Wednesday. "There are a lot of members who do not want to ban stock trading."
Lawmakers who have been scrutinized over their stock trades in recent years have not faced many consequences.
Rep. Pat Fallon (R-Tex.), who failed to disclose 122 transactions valued between $9 million and $21 million in 2021 in a timely manner, paid $600 in late-filing fees and corrected the record, though he refused to cooperate with a review conducted by the Office of Congressional Ethics.
The Senate Select Committee on Ethics has not issued a disciplinary sanction against a senator in over 15 years, even after a stock-trading scandal roiled the upper chamber. Then-Sens. Richard Burr (R-N.C.), Dianne Feinstein (D-Calif.), James M. Inhofe (R-Okla.) and Kelly Loeffler (R-Ga.) came under scrutiny at the start of 2020 after they dumped vast stock holdings ahead of the coronavirus-induced market plunge. Neither the Senate Ethics Committee nor the Justice Department, whose investigators launched probes into the stock sales, pursued charges.
The "clear exoneration by the Department of Justice affirms what Senator Loeffler has said all along -- she did nothing wrong," a spokesperson for Loeffler said at the conclusion of the investigation, adding that "she and her husband acted entirely appropriately and observed both the letter and the spirit of the law."
The bill sponsors Wednesday said they were hopeful Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) would bring the measure for a vote before the full chamber in the coming months. Leadership in the Republican-controlled House has also signaled potential interest in a stock-trading ban.
But the legislation could face larger hurdles in the Senate, where it would need 60 votes to overcome a potential filibuster. Hawley said he was confident other Republicans would support the measure.
"Quite a number of my Republican colleagues ran in 2018, 2020, 2022 on banning stock trading. It was a part of their races. They said they would do it, they pledged to do it," Hawley said. "I would hope and anticipate and expect that there will be a number of Republicans -- I think it'd be kind of hard to explain otherwise ... who would support this."
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It's too darn hot. Only ice cream floats make it bearable.
An ice cream float is an ideal cooling dessert that's impossible to mess up.
By Allison Robicelli | 2024-07-11

FROM LEFT: Strawberry ice cream and lime; vanilla ice cream and cola; and orange cream ice cream and orange soda floats. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


It is hot, and I hate it. I have the skin tone of an anemic vampire. My hair absorbs humidity like a loaf of stale bread, capable of swelling six-to-eight times its natural size. The sidewalks smell bad. I smell bad. The soundtrack of this and every summer is my incessant whining to the beat of a whirring fan. I don't understand why anyone gets excited for this.
One of the only things that makes summer ever-so-slightly sufferable is remembering that ice cream floats exist. It's incredible that I barely think of them at all (if ever) in the fall, winter or spring. Once the temperature drops below 75 degrees, I seem to delete every memory that involves me being uncomfortably moist. As I rarely drink ice cream floats in comfortable, climate-controlled conditions, they end up feeling like a new discovery every year. That pleasant surprise doesn't make up for feeling like I'm being air-fried by the elements, but it's still something to enjoy in supremely unenjoyable times.
Get the recipe: Ice Cream Float
An ice cream float is not the same as an ice cream soda. The latter is made by adding ice cream to a glass, then pouring soda on top of it; whereas the former is made by filling a glass with soda and gently floating a scoop of ice cream on top of it. Why am I pointing this out? Because this stupid weather has given me no choice but to be the absolute worst, and I hate that for all of us.
At tolerable temperatures my brain gives zero hoots about the order of operations, but it's my body that controls the fingers that do the typing, and that body is actively damp. Damp, miserable and intent on turning my problems into everyone's problems. Drinking an ice cream float would probably fix this, but since I started writing this piece the temperature has risen another ten degrees, and my brain would rather start a war over ice cream semantics than help itself.
Thinking has never been my strong suit when it's humid. It's hard to remember how to behave, or really to do much of anything when all I can think about is why I have yet to flee to the Yukon. (Another frequently-deleted summertime fantasy.) Fortunately, floats are fully foolproof. The name doubles as the directions. You don't need any kitchen equipment besides an ice cream scoop and a glass, and even if you lack those, you can still find a way to pull off a float in an emergency. Sure, a bowl and your bare hands might not be couth in cooler weather, but the moment the heat index hits 100, I stop caring about pretty much everything, decorum included.
The only part where float-making can possibly get dicey is when it comes to picking your flavors of soda and ice cream. I don't know how many possible flavor combinations exist in the world -- because I'm too hot to do math -- but I know it's a lot. That's probably why the go-to ice cream flavor for floats is vanilla -- it goes with everything and helps keep decision-making to a minimum.
But if you're more competent in this climate than I am, venture past vanilla and explore all sorts of flavors and frozen things. The rule book for summer beverages changes once you remember that flavorless ice cubes can be swapped out not only for ice cream, but also for sherbet, sorbet, or pretty much anything else that is frozen, tasty and buoyant.
You don't need to limit yourself to soda, either! What about a nice tall glass of iced tea with a scoop of lemon sorbet to cool it down, or a pint of nonalcoholic stout with an ice cream head? Those both sound good enough to potentially motivate me off the couch and into the kitchen, which is 10 long feet away. Or better yet, I'll force my kids to make an ice cream float for me, since I'm utterly exhausted from all this whining. They'll like me much better once I've cooled down.
Get the recipe: Ice Cream Float
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This $16 bold sauvignon blanc is full of fruit and spice
A weekly trio of wines to sample, including an Austrian gruner veltliner and an Italian red blend.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-07-11

FROM LEFT: Frenzy Sauvignon Blanc Mount Richmond Estate 2023; Piccini Memoro Rosso; Pfaffl Gruner Veltliner vom Haus 2022. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post)


A soft, comforting gruner veltliner from Austria and a strong, spicy sauvignon blanc from New Zealand highlight this week's wines. We also have an intriguing, unusual red from Italy's prolific Piccini winery.
Marlborough, New Zealand, $16
Classic kiwi savvie -- lime, lemongrass and jalapeno pepper spice a core of passion fruit. This wine is not for shy people or introverts. Alcohol by volume: 12.5 percent. BW: 460 grams (Light).
Imported by Wilson Daniels. Distributed locally by Breakthru Beverage Group.
Italy, $16
This is an unusual wine -- it's not terroir-driven, as the grapes come from Puglia, Abruzzo, Sicily and Veneto, up and down Italy. And the nonvintage blend of primitivo, montepulciano, nero d'avola and merlot doesn't fit any traditional convention of how wine should be made. But the combination works, forging a savory, velvety wine that somehow combines fresh and dried fruit flavors into a harmonious union, wrapped in a plush texture that doesn't want to quit. Bravo. ABV: 14 percent. BW: 630 grams (Heavy).
Imported by Winesellers. Distributed locally by Winebow.
Austria, $19
This was the "house wine" on my recent Austrian Airlines flight to Vienna, and no wonder: It has the white flowers and peppery spice character of gruner, with a round, off-dry finish. ABV: 12.5 percent. BW: 420 grams (Light).
Imported by Palm Bay. Distributed locally by RNDC.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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Sauerkraut shines in this Reuben-inspired crispy tofu dish
Sauerkraut is the star alongside breaded tofu with Russian dressing.
By Julia Turshen | 2024-07-11

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


I spend so much of the summer thinking about hot dogs, one of the most quintessential summer foods. And thinking about hot dogs also has me thinking about sauerkraut. And thinking about sauerkraut makes me wonder why we so often limit ourselves to enjoying it only on hot dogs, bratwurst and the occasional Reuben sandwich.
But why stop there? Sauerkraut is crunchy, funky and good for us, and it goes well with so many things.
And when I think about celebrating sauerkraut, I think of my friend Emmet Moeller. I don't think I know anyone who loves it as much as he does, or who makes better homemade kraut. If Emmet's name sounds familiar to regular readers of the Eat Voraciously newsletter, you might remember that, a couple of months ago, I shared a tofu piccata recipe that I developed for Full Fridge Club, the prepared-food service I work on with Emmet. Every Monday, we make a bunch of dishes for our clients to take home, and for every customer we cook for, we put at least one meal into one of the Community Fridges in Kingston, N.Y. Since September 2022, we have contributed more than 1,800 meals to those fridges, where people who need it can pick up free food.
Get the recipe: Crispy Tofu Cutlets With Russian Dressing and Sauerkraut
This week, I thought it would be fun to share another Full Fridge Club-inspired tofu recipe, this time from Emmet. Sauerkraut is the key ingredient in this Reuben-inspired recipe for marinated tofu cutlets that get breaded, crisped and served with Russian dressing and kraut. It's delicious, and it happens to be completely vegan.
I spoke with Emmet about homemade sauerkraut and the wonderful unpredictability of fermented foods. Here's our conversation, edited for length and clarity.
This recipe features sauerkraut, which I know you love to make yourself. Why do you think more people should consider making their own?
I'm all about demystifying kraut. ... When I tell people it's just cabbage and salt, they're often pretty stunned. I'm also not a big "should" guy, so if buying sauerkraut from a local purveyor feels awesome to you, then do it! But the experience of making sauerkraut is both wildly satisfying and extremely affordable, and you can make a lot at once and have it in your fridge for a long time. It's good for your gut, and it's good on everything, so why not make a ton of it with a $4 head of cabbage rather than spending $15 on a 12-ounce jar?
What do you love about fermented foods in general?
I love fermenting, because it's a little unpredictable. The ingredients you use really dictate the way the final product comes out, and there's no real way to know what it will taste like until you set up the ferment, babysit it a bit and eventually try it. The taste and texture and funkiness and zippiness are all affected by temperature and how long you let things sit and the water content and whatever yeasts are on the vegetables you're fermenting, and there's this great sense of letting go that can come along with it. Not to get too deep, but it's freeing to roll the dice and see what happens every now and then, and fermented foods are such a fun and low-stakes way to do that. Sometimes they turn out weird, which is really okay, and also a lot of the time they turn out amazing, and it feels so good!

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


How do you make your own sauerkraut?
I learned this from watching the one and only Sandor Katz do a demo on how to make sauerkraut many, many years ago. I had followed recipes that had really led me astray, but when I saw Sandor set up kraut live and in person, something clicked for me.
Here's the gist: Get a pretty fresh cabbage. (Red, green and savoy are all great choices. The fresher it is, the more water content, which is a plus.) Cut out the core and shred the cabbage with a knife or mandoline. Put the cabbage in a big bowl and sprinkle it with some kosher salt. Toss it all together so the salt is distributed evenly, then taste it. The amount of salt you need is up to you; the cabbage should taste like it's seasoned right, and like you could eat it as is (even if you wouldn't want to).
Let the mixture sit a few minutes, then start massaging and squeezing the cabbage with your hands. Don't be afraid to really get in there; the goal is to break down the cell walls, so the cabbage releases liquid, which will become the brine for your kraut. Keep squeezing and massaging. You're done when you pick up a handful of cabbage, squeeze it and a bunch of liquid runs out of it. You can mix in a little bit of caraway seed, juniper berry or coriander seed (or leave it plain).
Pack the cabbage, a handful at a time, into a swing-top jar with a rubber gasket (this is the first jar I ever made kraut in), pushing it down with your fist so there aren't air pockets. Pour all the liquid from the bowl into the jar, too, pushing down on the cabbage until the liquid rises above the top of the cabbage. Seal the jar up and put it on your counter in a cool spot. Release the built-up gas from the jar daily, and push the cabbage back down as needed. After a week, start tasting your kraut.
Let it ferment until you like the way it tastes. The longer you go, the funkier and softer it will get. I like mine at about 2 weeks, when it's still got some crunch but is pickley and delicious. (Unless it's super hot out, in which case I do less time.) Stash it in your fridge, and put it on every single sandwich and salad and hot dog you eat.
Besides the crunchy tofu recipe you've shared with us, what are some other ways you enjoy sauerkraut?
I use my sauerkraut liberally! It can stand in for a pickle in most situations. I put it on sandwiches: Turkey, avocado and sauerkraut with some arugula or crisp lettuce is a good one, or throw it in a grilled cheese to give it some crunch and a fermenty snap. I eat it with scrambled eggs in the morning, just on the side, or pile it on buttered toast with a runny egg on top. In the great macrobiotic tradition, sauerkraut is wonderful served with a whole grain (rice or farro or quinoa, etc.), beans and green veggies (a.k.a. the modern "grain bowl"). It's also brilliant in a sushi roll; my favorite combo is marinated, seared tempeh, ruby sauerkraut and avocado.
Get creative, be proud of your homemade pickle, and put your sauerkraut on whatever strikes your fancy. Your gut will thank you for the extra probiotics, too.
Get the recipe: Crispy Tofu Cutlets With Russian Dressing and Sauerkraut
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Ask Sahaj: My husband treats me badly. When do I get to stand up to him?
A letter writer feels stuck between being empathetic to their husband and his abusive behavior.
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-07-11

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: I notice that your advice routinely seems to recommend extreme empathy. I am very empathetic by nature. So, empathy is my routine approach. I am in a long-term relationship that has required me to censor severely any statements about my own feelings. My husband has even asked me to agree in writing never to use any words with negative connotations -- which he assesses after I use them, with the connotations chosen from online definitions he finds -- to refer to his actions or statements. As an example, on one occasion he slammed a door, and my using the term "slammed" was deemed "pejorative." So the issue then became not that he stormed out -- yes -- and slammed the door, but that I used a pejorative term. Never mind what had happened. He then supplied an online dictionary definition to assert that by objecting to his statement, I was misusing the term "pejorative." I mean, what? If you slam a door, you slam a door.
I place a lot of value in your advice, and there are also times when I feel I should not have to express "genuine curiosity" about why someone whose actions are abusive -- whether or not he intends them that way, or is just "acting the way he feels" and sees nothing wrong with that -- feels the way he does. Many of my friends and family have told me that his behavior is abusive. I don't think my curiosity is going to change anything about how he acts. It just opens a door for him to unleash further -- which has happened, many a time, because I believe in trying to understand why people act the way they do.
When do I get to stand up for myself? When do I get to say, "This is not okay"? Where does "genuine curiosity" stop? It is just plain not going to change his behavior. I know he does not want to think of himself as a bad person and he does not intend to be a bad person, but he says awful things and treats me badly. Where does all this drive toward empathy ethically end?
-- Gaslit
Gaslit: I am humbled that you have come to this column regularly to seek out my advice, and I'll be honest, I feel distraught that it has left you feeling like you should make yourself small in your relationship in the name of being empathetic or curious. Empathy should not be used as a tool to absolve anyone of the harm they are causing you. And having empathy is not a reason to stay in a harmful relationship.
You ask when empathy should end, and that's because I think your efforts -- to understand, to be curious -- have not gotten you anywhere. Too much empathy can actually be a bad thing; it can lead to mental health struggles because you prioritize others' needs or feelings over your own. And in extremely unhealthy relationship dynamics, empathy can be weaponized to continue to reinforce a power imbalance. It may be helpful to seek out a professional to discuss your feelings and relationship. In the meantime, you should consider reaching out to a hotline to get more resources on what may very well be an emotionally abusive relationship.
Empathy can allow you to have compassion for why someone is the way they are, but let me be clear: It should not be at the cost of your own mental health or wellness. It should not be used as a way to justify harmful behavior. While it may help you understand your husband's behavior, it doesn't change him. He has to want to change, repair hurt in your relationship, and take responsibility for his actions and behaviors. And from your letter, it sounds like he is not changing or acknowledging how he is hurting you. In fact, you even say that he "says awful things" and treats you "badly." This makes me wonder if your inclination toward empathy is a way to avoid doing a really hard thing -- like, setting hard boundaries, having difficult conversations about your needs, or walking away from someone you truly care about.
You can be an empathetic person and believe that you do not deserve your husband's abuse. Sometimes in abusive relationships, the person on the receiving end can start to tie their own sense of self to how well the abuser treats them. But I want to be very clear: You don't deserve to be hurt. Even if you did everything your husband asked of you, he would probably still find ways to be hurtful.
Remember: You are not meant to hold empathy toward others without also turning that empathy onto yourself, too. Be honest with yourself: If your empathy has run out, what are you left with? It may be sadness or resentment. It may be shame or guilt. What will it take for you to acknowledge those feelings? What would you say to a friend who comes to you struggling with the same thing? I urge you to show yourself the same level of forgiveness, love and curiosity as you do your husband. You deserve it. Please get help and consider getting out.
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She manages the opera's costumes -- and has excellent laundry tips
After 36 years at the Washington National Opera, almost no one knows how to handle delicates like Marsha LeBoeuf.
By Rachel Kurzius | 2024-07-11
When you're the costume director of a major opera company, you often find yourself tackling weird laundry challenges. Marsha LeBoeuf, a 36-year veteran of the Washington National Opera, can tell you how to clean large amounts of fake blood or make new garments look dirty without causing lasting damage.
But many of the things LeBoeuf has learned while caring for and creating thousands of petticoats, breeches, robes and dresses -- ranging in style from Egyptian to Elizabethan -- can actually be quite helpful to those of us trying to keep our own, much more boring clothes in decent shape.
It starts with her mind-set: "It is an investment for our company to get these costumes created," she says. "And it is our job to maintain that investment and get a little bit back on our return, if we can." It seems to be working -- the WNO has usable costumes from 24 operas, including a 1983 production of Verdi's "Rigoletto," a 1986 staging of "Daughter of the Regiment" and 1990's "Die Fledermaus." The rest of us can also adopt this philosophy to get the most mileage out of a more typical wardrobe.
As LeBoeuf prepares to retire this fall, she and her successor, associate costume director Mark Hamberger, gave us a tour of the WNO's vast costume collection -- housed in a huge practice space in D.C.'s Takoma neighborhood -- sharing their best laundry care tips and tricks along the way.

Costumes that will be used in forthcoming productions hang on racks within the massive costume shop. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)



Sketches of costumes for the opera's May 2024 production of "Turandot" on display in Marsha LeBoeuf's office. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)



Associate costume director Mark Hamberger points out the downsides of using delicate fabrics like silk. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


You can do your darndest to maintain your clothes, but if they're badly constructed or made of poor-quality fabrics, they're still going to fall apart.
The Washington National Opera has a leg up on the average consumer here, given that the team tends to design and fashion its costumes from scratch. Even so, they work on a budget, so they tend to seek out fabrics that offer a real bang for their buck.
"We're big fans of natural fibers. Then again, you know, we can't put a chorus of 100 in 100 percent silk all the time onstage, either," LeBoeuf says. When it comes to synthetic fabrics, they opt for nylon or rayon rather than polyester. "They tend to lay better and lay more like natural fibers."
And when it comes to making sure that garments fit well, "we cannot avoid the temptation of Lycra and spandex either, even if it's just 5 percent," she adds. "Nothing beats a piece of wool and a good tailor, but just having a little bit of spandex in there helps too."

The Washington National Opera's costume shop holds costumes for 24 operas, along with six racks of stock costumes. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


Most items worn onstage don't get washed between performances. In fact, costumes tend to see the laundry for the first time after the show's run ends -- which can equate to more than a dozen uses. A main reason for this (aside from the logistical challenges of frequently laundering hundreds of delicate garments) is that washing clothes causes significant wear and tear.
For items that you wear regularly, you can apply the same principle (within reason, of course; workout clothes and other heavily used garments should go in the wash immediately). LeBoeuf, for instance, launders her jeans seasonally. "Obviously, you've got to spot clean, but they fade so easily, [especially] on crease lines," she says. "The best way to [wash them] is not to do it very often." When you do send them through the machine, turn them inside out and put them in a load with only other jeans.
If an article of clothing needs freshening up between washes, a wild-but-true hack is to spray it with some vodka. (No need to break the bank here -- bottom shelf will do the trick.) "It's a deodorizer more than anything," Hamberger says. Costumes often get a spritz between performances. If you try this at home, turn your clothes inside out and target the armpits and other spots prone to odors.
One occasion when costumes always get a thorough wash: right after a show closes, before they head into permanent storage. Otherwise, the lingering oils and other grime could cause discoloration and become a target for pests, Hamberger says. For special-occasion outfits that you'll only wear once in a long while, the same rule should apply. Give those items a good laundering before hanging them back up.

LeBoeuf holds up an especially ornate dress as Hamberger examines its condition. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)



Shoes used in shows, sorted by size and type. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)



Dress forms in the costume shop. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


LeBoeuf can think of a few memorable times when items she sent to the dry cleaner didn't survive the experience. A beaded tunic came back still wearable but severely faded. "What used to be like a vivid turquoise is now just sort of a gray-blue," she says. A recent production of "Turandot" involved costumes with specific buttons and insignia that the costume team 3D-printed. Though the color survived the dry-cleaning process, the shape of the buttons did not. "They got wonky," she says.
There is certainly a time and place for it, though. Despite some of her misgivings, LeBoeuf admits that "we do depend a lot on dry-cleaning, and pay a lot for it." Items that will do well: garments where the manufacturer's label specifically says to dry-clean, or any garment with a lot of structure, like a dress overcoat, lined jacket or trousers.
If you go the dry-cleaning route, make sure to take your clothes off the provided metal hangers and out of the plastic wrapping afterward. Those hangers can rust over time -- a potential stain hazard. And the plastic wrapping won't allow your clothes to properly breathe. Instead, store your prized items in reusable garment bags that allow for some air flow. (Any fabric described as "breathable" ought to do the trick.)

Hamberger cleaned this beaded dress using the washing machine's delicate cycle and a mesh bag. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


After staging "Songbird," a version of Jacques Offenbach's operetta "La Perichole," set in a jazzy speakeasy, the WNO had a slew of beaded flapper dresses that needed laundering.
Concerned about how they might fare at the dry cleaner, Hamberger did a test run in the regular washing machine, placing one of the beaded dresses in a mesh bag and running it through the delicate cycle. The dress emerged clean and whole. So they used the method for the entire collection, including one dress embellished with feathers in addition to beads.
The feathers, which had been dyed, bled slightly onto the fabric. But because Hamberger examined the dress when it was still wet, he was able to get the stain out. He recommends "really paying attention ... when you're trying something new with the cleaning process -- you can't just set it and come back to it."
Those same mesh bags can come in handy at home, too, especially when washing delicates such as lingerie and hosiery. They'll keep straps and hooks from catching or pulling on other items in the machine. You can find them easily online or at big-box stores.

Laundry supplies in the dye room at the costume shop. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


The dryer, it would seem, is a particular enemy of a long clothing life span. While LeBoeuf will put towels and underwear in the dryer at home, that's about it. The rest of her clothes all hang dry. "I have T-shirts probably older than you because of that," she says.
There are a few ways the dryer can wreak havoc. For one, if you have a stain in a garment, the heat will set it in place. Plus, the heat can cause fabric fibers to deteriorate or change texture. For example, many microfiber towels are woven with plastic, "and if you put it in the dryer it will seize up and won't work as well," LeBoeuf says. Most notoriously, dryers can shrink items even when you think you've been careful.

When LeBoeuf retires this fall, Hamberger will succeed her as costume director. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


When you do use the dryer for, say, regular towels, LeBoeuf prefers dryer balls to dryer sheets. The latter can irritate people's skin, whereas the former fluffs up towels just as well without the same concern.
One exception to LeBeouf and Hamberger's dryer skepticism: the tumble cycle, which does not use heat. This function can actually be a great way to give clothes a bit more body and get rid of any dust that's accumulated over time. Hamberger says it works particularly well for feather boas.
Pawing through your wardrobe to locate the one piece you need to complete your outfit can take a toll over time, leaving behind oils that damage fabrics. "The less you have to touch something, the better," Hamberger says. "So if you can, store things in a way that you can see them without having to touch everything else in the pile."

Good hangers will prolong a garment's life, says LeBoeuf. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)



Costumes always get a thorough cleaning after a show closes, before they head into permanent storage. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)


Many people cut out hanger loops -- those circles of ribbon that generally dangle near the armpit of shirts and dresses -- because they sometimes stick out while wearing the garment.
But those loops serve an important purpose, especially for items with heft or shape: They more evenly distribute the weight of the garment while it's on the hanger, which will lengthen its life span. "If a heavy costume is hanging from the shoulders, like a woman's Victorian dress or something, all of the weight is borne with those fibers and they can get weakened over time," LeBoeuf says.
Good hangers make a difference, too. For heavier items, she recommends wooden ones. But for lighter garments, you can save space by using thinner, rustproof metal. In her own closet, she puts skirts on hangers with clips because they take up less space, increase visibility and help avoid creases.
And some garments shouldn't be hung at all. You're much better off folding knits and sweaters -- otherwise, you could distort their shape.

Most of the opera's costumes are designed and made from scratch here in the costume shop. (Amanda Andrade-Rhoades for The Washington Post)
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Miss Manners: Is asking for a beer glass 'dreadfully rude'?
Letter writer enjoys a beer in a glass so they asked for one at a party. Their wife says it was rude.

By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-07-11
Dear Miss Manners: My wife and I were at an informal outdoor party for a child's birthday. Right when we arrived, the hosts offered cold bottles of good beer.
If I'm drinking good beer, I like to let it breathe in a glass or even a plastic cup. I accepted a beer from the host, and then -- thinking there might be cups available that I just didn't see -- asked for a cup or glass. The host said sure, walked about 10 feet into his kitchen and returned with a glass. The beer tasted wonderful.
But when we got home, my wife told me I was dreadfully rude, and that I should have overlooked my preference for a beer that breathed in consideration of the host. I disagreed, pointing out that if the situation were reversed, I would gladly get a cup or glass for my guests. Who's right?
There you go, ruining it for the rest of us.
Had you asked that the birthday cake be served on a gold plate, your wife would have had a point: It is impolite to make unreasonable requests of one's host. Miss Manners does not consider a glass unreasonable -- a point that would have been easier to make had you kept to yourself the part about it making the beer taste better.
Dear Miss Manners: I take long walks around my apartment complex every morning. So do many others. Everyone seems to feel obligated to greet each other with "good morning" as they pass, which happens with such great frequency that I am distracted from my pacing and my thoughts.
Most of these people are complete strangers to me, and I want to keep it that way lest I get trapped in many conversations when I am trying to exercise.
Even if Miss Manners were inclined to help you -- presumably by stamping out all attempts at casual politeness -- would you still not be distracted by the need to growl at each passerby?
A simple nod without breaking your stride will, instead, satisfy the dictates of basic politeness, and seems to run a low risk of creating deep or lasting friendships.
Dear Miss Manners: We invited my child's classmate to join us for a week at a rental place at the beach. He is a huge eater, as large, growing, football-playing middle school boys tend to be.
I find myself left with some residual resentment because his mom didn't send him with any spending money, let alone send along some cookies or otherwise offer to contribute something to the cost of the trip.
When I dropped him off, neither she nor he said "thank you." They got in their car and drove away, never mentioning the trip again. I'm feeling reluctant to include him in the future, though I feel bad for this unkindness.
Not issuing a future invitation is not an unkindness -- nor is assuming, as they did, that the host will provide for the guest. Though Miss Manners agrees that failing to say "thank you" is a justifiable reason not to extend more invitations.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Asking Eric: I quit drinking, but my wife is still drinking heavily
Should this letter writer talk to their wife again about her heavy drinking?
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-07-11
Dear Eric: We are a retired couple in our late 60s. In our younger days we enjoyed an active social life that often revolved around drinking, sometimes to excess. As we've grown older we've slowed down, improved our diet and taken up a near-daily fitness regimen that has us both in pretty good shape.
My wife still drinks more than she should, as measured by my opinion and numerous online articles I've read. We've discussed it a few times and she makes an improvement for a short term but soon backslides into her habit of having four, five, sometimes six glasses of wine a night. At the same time, I've eliminated alcohol entirely.
I don't nag her about it. I'm all for everyone making their own choices in life, but I know the effects of this amount of regular drinking is not healthy. I used to buy the alcohol for both of us (my cessation is fairly recent), and since I stopped she has purchased the wine on her own.
Yesterday, knowing that I will do this week's shopping soon, she put wine on the list. I am torn between telling her I won't enable her drinking (while expressing my hope that she can again reduce to a more reasonable level), and just keeping quiet about it.
-- Winding Down
Winding: When one partner changes, the whole system changes. But that change is often a lot slower and more complicated than we'd like it to be.
Let's put aside, for just a moment, the facts and figures around alcohol consumption. In your marriage right now, you and your wife aren't aligned in a vision for how you want to live life together and individually.
Your wife hasn't made the same decision that you have about alcohol consumption and it bothers you because you care about her but also because it's different from the choice you made. Perhaps it even makes you question your decision. There are hundreds of similar decisions that happen in a marriage, many around health and wellness. Conflict can arise from the fact that no one can make their spouse do what they think their spouse should do.
You don't have to keep buying the wine, and shouldn't if it's causing you consternation. You should tell her that you've made this decision and your reasons for doing it. Don't expect that your reasons are going to make her change. When we comment on a loved one's drinking (or any behavior), it can shift the loved one's thinking or highlight things they're not seeing. However, people's decisions to change their behavior have to come from them.
Your wife isn't there. If you feel her alcohol consumption is having a negative impact on your relationship, say that. I'm sure you've already presented her with the data -- the U.S. Dietary Guidelines recommend one 5-ounce glass of wine per night or less and the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism categorizes four or more drinks per day, or eight per week, as "heavy drinking." Show your concern and your love while also recognizing that this journey is new for both of you and it will take you different amounts of time to get to wherever you're both going.
Dear Eric: I may be hopelessly old-fashioned at 73 years old, but when my children were young and received a gift, I gave them notecards, stamps, addresses, and explained the ways a "thank you" could be worded.
I encouraged them to include information about their lives, school, etc. It seems that now parents don't care enough to teach their children to acknowledge a gift. I've been chastised for discontinuing to send cards/gifts/money to young people past the age of 15, who never thank me, or even acknowledge a gift.
I am frustrated that I am forced to contact the recipient simply to hear the excuse, "Oh yeah, I got it. Thanks." Am I wrong for expecting a "thank you," and setting the consequences?
-- Disgruntled Gift Giver
Giver: Social mores may change but the words "thank you" still mean the same thing. You're not asking a lot and if your relatives can't teach their kids to respect your boundary and acknowledge your gift, then you don't owe it to them.
Fifteen is old enough to learn the value of healthy communication and gratitude. Besides, it's important to remember that relationships, especially with older relatives, aren't ATMs. Hold the line!
Dear Eric: In response to the letter writer looking for ways to respond when people ask what she does all day in retirement, I always say: "I wake up in the morning with nothing to do and it takes me all day to do it."
-- Booked Calendar
Booked: Love it! Enjoy your crowded, carefree days in good health and good humor!
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Carolyn Hax: Is it controlling for boyfriend to ask not to be written about?
A freelance writer who draws mostly from life worries about the creative impact of a boyfriend who has asked not to be written about.
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-07-11

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Dear Carolyn: I've written freelance articles for years, drawing mostly on my life experience. My usual tone is ironic/humorous, but with what I like to think is some real poignancy and insight.
My boyfriend of eight months has requested that I not write about him anymore. He was initially okay with it, but he has read the handful of things I've published since we started dating and has changed his mind. I never say anything that reflects poorly on him or that I think he would find embarrassing; usually, if anything, I am self-deprecating. Before this relationship, I dated someone else for more than five years and wrote about that relationship freely with his blessing. I actually think part of what my current boyfriend is uncomfortable about is the implied comparison between that relationship and this one.
My writing life will be quite a bit more difficult if I can't write from life anymore. And he has already said no not just to articles that focus on our relationship, but also to ones that mention him in even a cursory way. It is an understandable request, but I can't shake the feeling that it's controlling and sabotaging, hopefully unintentionally.
How would you approach this? I really want to keep the boyfriend, but I also do not want to lose my creative outlet, which has been a real lifeline during the past couple of very weird years.
-- Freelancer
Freelancer: His is a fair request. I wouldn't want to be written about, either. I have some highly confessional writer friends whose work I love and whose inner circles I wonder about all the time. How do they feel about this?
I also pour out thousands of words here and say very little about my family. You know my dogs better than you know my people. But you know a fair amount about me. So, the line is a walkable one.
All that said: "the feeling that it's controlling and sabotaging" is serious enough that you can't wisely discard it. Not without asking yourself where it came from.
Is your imagination getting carried away, as the "unintentionally" might suggest? Then get even more creative and write around it.
Or is there context to support your concerns?
If it's the latter, then trust your gut.
Re: Private partner: Carolyn implied this, but I want to be more direct. Freelancer has a choice between writing about real life and the people in it, and this boyfriend. It is as simple as that.
Some people are happy sharing everything. Others value their privacy. Some, probably this boyfriend, don't know exactly where they are on the spectrum until they read about themselves in publicly published material.
If you really like the guy, then you can try shifting the focus of your writing. What you cannot do is ask someone else to be someone they aren't.
Sorry for whichever loss you are about to experience.
If you are certain you can't shift your writing, then you owe the boyfriend an honest conversation. Boyfriend could make an effort, but there is little chance of succeeding in the long term if he is a private person at heart. Neither of you should pretend you can live some way that you can't.
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: Right, the clearer line is well-drawn, thanks. Pushing private-guy to agree to be written about is not on the menu.
And the menu isn't on the menu if there's any, any foundation for the controlling/sabotaging/resents-the-comparison hunch. If there's one thing, then there's usually something else.
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Do landlords have to provide AC? Here's what renters should know.
If you're sweating it out sans air conditioning, your landlord may be required to help.
By Rachel Kurzius | 2024-07-10

If your air conditioning is broken (or nonexistent), you may have options. (iStock)


When the heat won't relent, officials advise people to avoid the outdoors. But what happens when your home is no respite from the high temperatures? Do renters who lack air conditioning, or whose AC units are broken, have any recourse? We've compiled information to help you figure out your right to cool air.
There are two main factors that will determine whether your landlord is required to provide air conditioning: your lease and your location.
First, check your lease to see if it includes air conditioning (it probably will be under the amenities section). "If it's mentioned at all in the lease, then you have to go by the terms of the lease," says Jacqueline Salcines, a lawyer in Coral Gables, Fla., who focuses on real estate and business law.
Landlord-tenant laws vary quite a bit geographically. But most states do not include air conditioning among required essential services such as heat and running water.
Among the states that do require landlords to provide AC? Florida, Nevada and Arizona -- all places with very hot climates. "Down here in Florida, AC is a big deal," Salcines says. If it isn't working, "it will render a unit uninhabitable."
But even if your state doesn't include AC among its essential services, it doesn't mean you're totally out of luck. You should also check your county's laws. For example, while Maryland doesn't have a statewide AC statute, in Montgomery County, "a landlord is required to provide and maintain air conditioning for all tenants," with a few exceptions, says Carol Ott, tenant advocacy director at Economic Action Maryland.
If your unit includes air conditioning and it stops working, your landlord is likely to be on the hook to repair it (the usual caveats of checking your lease and local laws apply here, too).
"Once you rent a unit that includes air conditioning, then the landlord does have an affirmative duty to maintain that," says Aaron Sokolow, a D.C.-based attorney focused on tenant law, speaking specifically about the District's rules.
In many jurisdictions, the law doesn't lay out a specific time frame for repairs. Instead, landlords are required to fix a situation "within a reasonable time frame," a phrase that Ott describes as vague and subjective. "For me, on a day like today, a reasonable time frame would be, like, maybe 20 minutes," she says.
However, some places do impose more specific requirements. In Florida, a landlord must act upon the AC issue within seven days of receiving notice from their tenant, Salcines says. "If the landlord fails to fix it or fails to address it within the seven days, then the tenant has the right to terminate the lease because it will render a unit uninhabitable."
Regardless of where you live, if you want to complain to your landlord about AC (or lack thereof), be sure to do it in writing, so you have a record of the correspondence.
A broken AC could definitely serve as a legal defense for not paying your rent. But again, the specific rules vary from one place to another. In D.C., the landlord's right to receive rent is based on fulfilling all their obligations according to the housing code. So, Sokolow explains, "a judge may say, 'landlord, you're not entitled to your full value of rent because you didn't comply with your obligation to provide air conditioning.'" Of course, that involves going to court over the issue.
Ott says that, despite air conditioning not being a right in Maryland, a tenant could still sue their landlord over the issue, though "you kind of have to be creative," she says. "If the air conditioning was provided and suddenly stops working, you could make the case that you could sue for diminished services or something."
In Florida, meanwhile, if your landlord has been unresponsive after seven days, you have a couple options, per Salcines. "Either you can terminate your lease and you would be eligible to get your entire security deposit, as well as any advanced rent," she says. Or, you can call a repairperson yourself and take out whatever money you spent to fix the AC from your next month's rent check.
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This restaurant gives hope to those in recovery, one shift at a time
Community Matters Cafe works to train people in recovery from addiction on the skills they need to enter the workforce.
By Jim Webster | 2024-07-10
CHARLOTTE, N.C. -- The plate that landed on the table at Community Matters Cafe was immediately striking. Two offset pancakes, golden from corn, topped with pulled pork and a sunny-side-up egg, all connected with drizzles of a red glaze that appeared to be applied by an aspiring Rembrandt.
As per norm, I rotated the plate to look at it from all angles and discern which was the dish's best side. Then I aimed my phone at what the menu called Pulled Pork Johnny Cakes and started moving the plate around for the best light.

Pulled Pork Johnny Cakes at Community Matters Cafe. 



Server Adriana Carroll, left, laughs with Pastry Chef Shikira Grimes during lunch service. 


"You're taking a picture?!" A woman stepped to the table beside me wearing a staff T-shirt from this nonprofit restaurant, which was established to provide training to people fighting addiction and trying to gain some footing to take a place in the workforce.
She said it with a degree of shock that might have left me embarrassed if she knew that my camera roll contained thousands of such photos. But she also said it with a degree of delight.
"It's gorgeous!" I told her, to which she beamed and scrunched her shoulders together in an unmistakable look of pride. Without another word, she pivoted around, pushed open the double swinging doors to the kitchen and skipped through them.
The entire exchange took 10 seconds, so fast I didn't get her name or a chance to ask a follow-up question. But I had a strong feeling that I had just encountered that aspiring Rembrandt.

James Adkins orders lunch from student Lisa Colson. 


You could be forgiven if you walked into Community Matters Cafe and never picked up on the fact that something bigger is going on here. In fact, chef Chayil Johnson would take that as a high compliment. The cafe is a project of Charlotte's Central Rescue Mission and sits next to the organization's facility for men (a women's campus is about two miles away) and in the shadow of the city's NFL stadium. Signs in the parking lot warn potential tailgaters that there is to be absolutely no alcohol consumption on the premises, in deference to the residents there working hard to break that very dependence.
The Mission provides addiction rehab to anyone older than 18 who checks themselves in. The program lasts four months and is followed by a choice of follow-up programs to help soften reentry to the real world. One of those is a six-month stint working in the cafe.
At first, I presume that the idea is to prepare people to work in the hospitality industry. But it quickly becomes clear that the goal is to prepare them to work ... anywhere.

Executive chef Chayil Johnson, left, with sous chef Tchnavia Carter and line cook Jeremy Miller before breakfast service. 


"This is a life-skills curriculum disguised as a restaurant," outgoing chief executive Tony Marciano says.
The cafe, with its industrial revival aesthetic in a historic red-brick building, boasts a gleaming kitchen that was put together mostly through donations of equipment from area hotels. Its breakfast-lunch menu would satisfy any well-fed urban hipster. An Instagram scene awaits at every turn. All the ingredients for a buzzy spot.
But its objective transcends trendy sustenance. The real mission is saving lives.
That sounds like hyperbole. But then Johnson shows me pictures on the wall of groups who were among the first graduate classes five years ago. He lights up with all the success stories, which is most of them, but then at least once per photo, he gets to a person, says their name and winces a little. I don't ask. I can tell how that story ended.

Student Adrian Wiggins serving customers. 


Yusmari Cruz, 42, who graduated the program last year after decades of dependence, tells me that 17 people she knows have died of drug-related causes in the past two years. I assume I misheard and ask her to repeat.
Seventeen people. In two years.
I gasp. Cruz's story transforms the hyperbole into the tangible.
Everyone I talk to at the cafe -- some graduates, some employees, some who are both -- has a story of loss. But their stories include gratitude that they've earned the chance to tell those stories.
In the stories from several graduates, patterns emerge. There's a lot of talk about having "hit rock bottom." Several recount an intervention from family and/or friends that encouraged them to seek help. "They met me where I was" is said more than once.
The looks in their eyes express resolve and reservation: You can tell they're in a good place right now -- and that they know how tenuous that might be.

Former student Yusmari Cruz. 



Notes of gratitude from former students. 


If they look close, they might sense something similar in my eyes. A quarter-century ago, one of my best friends succumbed to addiction, and that loss is with me every day. Part of me wants to ask very hard questions in an effort to better understand what happened to my friend, but it becomes a delicate dance in which I never want to push someone to answer a question that becomes a trigger. So I ask questions, and I meet the answers where they are, even if they rarely go as deep as I hope.
Then I meet Chris Carmack.
Carmack, 33, completed the program last year. He walks into our meeting looking like he was the star quarterback at an elite prep school not too long ago and is heading out to give an inspirational speech to a youth group.

Former student Chris Carmack at his apartment. 


He was not a quarterback. Did not go to an elite prep school. He probably could speak to a youth group, but that's not happening today, either.
He tells me he grew up in western North Carolina and started to become addicted to meth and fentanyl at age 12. He spent most of the next 18 years addicted and unhoused. He made occasional attempts to break the dependence, but they never took; or maybe it just wasn't the right place at the right time. Maybe rock bottom is a moving target.
Then some of his friends died, and his older brother died. That was the loudest wake-up call yet, and it set off another round of looking for help, but even then it didn't come easy. After cycling through a couple more programs, he learned about the Rescue Mission in Charlotte while sitting at a bus stop in Hendersonville outside his probation office. A recovery ministry drove him the two hours to Charlotte.
He says he arrived at the campus with "no home, no teeth, no hope and no future." (Johnson says that's an exaggeration: He says Carmack had three teeth.)
After going through the rehab program, he chose to work at the cafe. At first, he says, he was scared of everyone and everything, like a wild animal. But in the cafe, while he learned to wash dishes and prep vegetables and bus tables, he also learned how to be around people, to take direction, to take praise.
It's been about two years since he took that ride to Charlotte, and he's now in the Mission's aftercare program. He has a job at Hope Homes Recovery Resources in Charlotte, working as a recovery specialist. He helps people who are fighting the same battles he was fighting not that long ago. He says he can often see his past in them. And if it all works out right, they can see their future in him.

Executive chef Chayil Johnson. 


The credit for every success story at Charlotte's Central Rescue Mission -- and not everyone succeeds -- has to go directly to the person themselves. They had to decide it was time; they had to do the work; they had to slay the demons and ignore the temptations. Still, each person I talk to defers to any number of entities for their success, some spiritual, some terrestrial. As if they are just the fortunate recipient of luck that rained down at just the right moment. Maybe that's part of it, but none of it happens without the effort they put in.
But there are people providing them the tools for that success. And one that everyone singles out is "chef."
Johnson, 27, grew up in New Orleans -- a fact evident throughout the menu -- and started cooking in an arts school there when he was 13. Emeril Lagasse helped fund the program, and Johnson took quickly to the militaristic discipline. He worked events as part of Lagasse's team and earned a college scholarship from him.
Now that he's in charge of his own kitchen, he knows all eyes are on him, and he leads with compassion.
"Everything I say and do affects the students," he said. So tempers are kept even. There's no swearing. Any mistake is seen foremost as a teaching opportunity.
"My dad taught me to walk in a room and be a thermostat and not a thermometer," he said. (Dad seems to have taken cues from the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.) "Whenever I come into this room [the cafe], I'm going to come in with joy, and I'm going to work as hard as I can."

Student Darlene Adams makes granola for breakfast. 



Lunch service at Community Matters. 


He also has the backs of those students, something that might be new to most of them. The cafe doesn't serve alcohol -- seems obvious, right? -- but one morning, a group of brunching ladies refused to abide by that seemingly simple program and smuggled in canned mimosas. Johnson called them out, then kicked them out.
Unlike in the kitchen, "I might have used profanity a little bit," Johnson says, feigning embarrassment.
Johnson said what really got to him was what one of the women said as he was escorting them to the exit: "Is it really that big a deal?"
Yes. As a matter of fact -- and a matter of life and death -- it sure is.
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Beat the heat with these 6 refreshing agua fresca recipes
Cool down with a colorful array of aguas frescas, featuring flavors such as hibiscus, coconut and melon.
By Anna Rodriguez | 2024-07-10
As heat waves spread across the country, it's more important than ever to stay hydrated. There are a plethora of drinks from around the world that are designed to quench your thirst: sweet tea, sorrel, sambaram, schorle and switchel, to name a few. My favorite of them all, though, is agua fresca. The drink, translating to "fresh water," is alleged to have originated in precolonial Mexico and is now a staple in the region.
In Mexico, you can find huge jugs lining tables on street corners, in markets and at taco stands, but in many areas of the United States, the beverage is a little harder to come by. We've picked out six agua fresca recipes you can easily make at home, starring some of our favorite summer produce, such as melon and cucumber. Find even more summertime sippers in our archive of more than 10,000 tested and trusted recipes.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Hibiscus, a bright and beautiful flower native to tropical climates, dyes this agua fresca a vibrant red color and adds a tart, floral flavor. The beverage is also known as agua de jamaica in Mexico, and it's one of the most popular flavors available. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Marie Ostrosky for The Washington Post )


If you're a spicy margarita fan, you'll love this cucumber- and jalapeno-infused agua fresca. The chile pepper adds just a hint of heat, while the cucumber provides a cooling contrast. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


If you have an abundance of melon, this agua fresca is an excellent way to use it up. Cantaloupe, honeydew and watermelon all work excellently. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/Food styling by Nicola Justine Davis for The Washington Post)


This citrus-forward agua fresca uses whole limes, lending a tart, bittersweet flavor to the drink. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post/food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Coconut milk adds creaminess to this agua fresca without making it too rich for a hot summer day. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post/food styling by Marie Ostrosky for The Washington Post )


With its high water content and sweet flavor, watermelon makes a natural choice for an agua fresca. For a pretty presentation and an extra boost of flavor, serve with a lime-, sugar- and Tajin-coated cube of fruit. Get the recipe.
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Cooking chat: Should you press burgers while they cook?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-07-11

(Stacy Zarin Goldberg for The Washington Post/Food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Dining chat: Why are restaurants leaving ice out of my water?
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-07-10

Every Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET, Tom Sietsema answers your questions about dining out. (The Washington Post)


Thanks for joining my every-Wednesday-at-11 a.m. dining discussion. I'm here to answer your restaurant-related questions and solve your dining dilemmas, like how to best switch tables in the middle of a meal or what to do if the server doesn't pour all the contents of a bottle of wine.
I like to keep the format broad and open; recent chats have touched on tales of misbehaving dogs, how best to switch tables and when to let restaurants know about dietary restrictions.
Got an etiquette question? Want to know where to find a favorite dish? Or where to eat in another city? I aim to field those questions, too, occasionally with an assist from some of the smart chatters who frequent this hour-long discussion.
Meet me here Wednesday at 11 a.m. Eastern. You can find all of my reviews and past chats here.
Send us your question below. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
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Barley gets a summer look in this vegetable-loaded black bean salad
A filling, nourishing grain salad that's chockful of summer vegetables celebrates the versatility of barley.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-07-10

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


This recipe is an invitation to see barley in a new light -- the bright light of summer. The grain is so commonly associated with belly-warming winter soup, it's like a popular sitcom actor who is forever pigeonholed into the one narrow role that made them famous. This dish lets the supremely healthful grain show off its true versatility.
Just like farro or quinoa, barley is excellent when cooked and chilled -- it's tender and mildly nutty, with a delightful chew -- and it begs to be tossed with crisp, colorful produce for a change.
Get the recipe: Barley and Black Bean Salad With Pickled Vegetables
To cook barley, you simply boil it in water until it's tender, then drain it and let it cool. The cooking time will depend on the type of barley you have, so it's best to follow the directions on the package. Choosing it at the store can be daunting because the three main varieties have somewhat cryptic names: hulless, hulled and pearled.
Hulless barley is a variety that grows without a hull, hence the name, so it barely needs any processing before being packaged. Hulled barley is the traditional variety, with its tough hull removed but bran kept intact. And pearled barley has been polished to remove both the hull and bran layers. Hulless and hulled barley are both considered whole-grain and have a somewhat deeper flavor and longer cooking time, while pearled barley, which is not a whole grain, has a milder taste and cooks more quickly.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


All barley varieties are rich in beta glucan, a type of soluble fiber, which offers bona fide health benefits, including supporting gut health and helping to reduce cholesterol, so get whatever type you prefer or is available.
In this recipe, the grain eschews the soup pot in favor of a big, colorful salad bowl, with black beans, chunks of crunchy red cabbage, juicy tomatoes, crisp cucumber, and quick-pickled radishes and red onion. Those pickled vegetables take the salad to another level, offering an exciting pop of tanginess and crunch throughout. Tossed with a bright lemon-olive oil dressing and topped with slices of buttery avocado, it's a substantial meal that sings of summer.
Try it and experience for yourself how beautifully barley shines in salad, too.
Get the recipe: Barley and Black Bean Salad With Pickled Vegetables
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The 26 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Celebrate Alexandria's 275th anniversary with fireworks and music, cheer for international soccer teams, or toast Bastille Day with French wine and cheese. 
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Chris Richards, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-07-11
Thought things had slowed down after July Fourth? Think again. This week includes fireworks to mark Alexandria's 275th birthday, the always-unpredictable drama of the Capital Fringe festival and the return of the Library of Congress's crowd-pleasing outdoor movie series. Soccer fans get ready for the final matches of Copa America and the European Championship on Sunday, while French restaurants and bars celebrate Bastille Day with happy hours, wine tastings and delicious food. Punk rock fans can prep for the return of the D.C. Punk Archives' rooftop concerts at the Martin Luther King Jr. Library, while Blerdcon explores facets of Black nerddom from anime to Star Wars films.
Editor's note: Some outdoor events may be canceled or moved because of heat advisories. Check social media or event websites for more details.
Summer Movies on the Lawn at the Library of Congress
The Library of Congress's annual outdoor movie screening series begins July 11, with film fans gathering every Thursday on the southeast lawn of the library's Thomas Jefferson Building. The selected films are bound to be crowd-pleasers, since they are all classics drawn from the Library of Congress's National Film Registry -- a designation made in honor of their "cultural, historic or aesthetic importance to preserve the nation's film heritage." The series begins with Technicolor masterpiece "The Wizard of Oz" on the big screen July 11, followed by "An American in Paris" on July 18, "Love and Basketball" on July 25, "Rocky" on Aug. 1 and "Lady and the Tramp" on Aug. 8. (That final film is preceded by live music from Panquility Band starting at 7 p.m.) No tickets are required, but arrive early with your picnic blanket to claim a spot on the grass, since space is limited. Films begin at sundown. Free.
Capital Fringe festival
Long-running indie theater festival Capital Fringe spans 198 individual shows happening over 11 days in venues across the area, billing its programming this year as "100 percent original theater, dance and unclassifiable productions." Pick and choose from the smorgasbord, including everything from a solo production called "Black Smoke Showing -- Stories of African American Firefighters" to a collection of four works from contemporary choreographers focusing on the theme "Partings: Dances of Letting Go." The first day of the festival is marked with a lunchtime concert in Edward R. Murrow Park, at Pennsylvania Avenue and 18th Street NW, featuring Mothers JMB & Co., a new group featuring Brian Weitz of Animal Collective. Through July 21. $15 per performance.
Destination Domino at the National Building Museum
More than 4 million subscribers on YouTube tune in to watch Lily Hevesh knock down gigantic domino structures and sculptures, and soon she'll have a very grand space to build in, thanks to a summer residency at the National Building Museum. Hevesh plans to create a design using more than 100,000 dominoes in the museum's West Court and a 33-foot tower in the East Court -- a structure that could break some domino records. Museum visitors can watch this domino artist in action, and there are domino-inspired events throughout the week to participate in, too. Adults can kick things off Thursday with a Destination Domino Sip and Build Happy Hour, where the $25 ticket price includes two drink tickets and light bites as well as domino building activities and the chance to meet Hevesh and her team. Hevesh's 10 days of building at the museum end with a momentous Domino Topple on July 20 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., as the team knocks down more than 100,000 dominoes revealing amazingly intricate chain reactions that will go on for eight minutes. Free tickets for the topple are limited, and available online on a first-come, first-served basis. Through July 20. Free to $25.
Live From the Lawn: Cool Concerts for Kids at Strathmore
Strathmore's annual Live From the Lawn outdoor concert series began Wednesday, but Thursday is the day when kids rule. The first of the Cool Concerts for Kids series brings the super-catchy 123 Andres, a bilingual duo that has won awards for the best children's album at both the Grammys and the Latin Grammys. Family performances continue weekly through Aug. 1. 7 p.m. Free.
Dom Kennedy at the Howard Theatre
Dom Kennedy popped up as a guest at Kendrick Lamar's headline-grabbing "The Pop Out" concert, enchanting listeners with his laid-back Los Angeleno flow that recalls Ice Cube at his chilliest or DJ Quik slowed down. At the end of the aughts, Kennedy emerged as an exciting West Coast voice during the blog era. Since then, he's stayed independent, releasing collaborative albums with crooner TeeFLii and producer Hit-Boy, and while he's not a household name, "My Type of Party" still sounds like walking into the function on the best night of your life. 8 p.m. $50.
Riddim and Ramen at Kaiju Ramen
Dubstep and heavy bass riddim in the Tokyo-themed speakeasy under Kaiju Ramen on Barracks Row? It's just crazy enough that it might work. There's no cover, so if nothing else, you can enjoy a bowl of ramen (go for the Tokyo style) and cocktails before dropping in to check out the DJs. 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. Free.
Blerdcon at the Hyatt Crystal City
This annual convention celebrating all things related to Black nerd culture runs around-the-clock from noon Friday through 3 p.m. Sunday. The schedule is rich with panel discussions, J-pop dance classes, anime screenings, cosplay meetups and workshops, video game competitions, and other dives into nerd subculture, as well as celebrity appearances from Black actors who've starred in sci-fi vehicles, like Star Wars franchise veteran Ahmed Best and "Futurama" voice actor Phil LaMarr. Through Sunday. $42.50-$83; free for kids age 10 and younger.
Romanian Weekend at the Wharf
Learn traditional Romanian dance, catch a woodworking demonstration, don a folk costume or taste the flavors of the Black Sea at the city's Romanian Weekend, hosted by the Embassy of Romania and the Romanian Cultural Institute in New York. The festival runs through Sunday and features folk music and dances, spoken word poetry, and plenty of fiddlers on the Wharf's District Pier; check the website for a full schedule. Friday from 5 to 9 p.m., Saturday from noon to 8 p.m., Sunday from noon to 7 p.m. Free.
Bruceploitation Weekend at the National Museum of Asian Art
Bruce Lee's death in 1974 didn't mean the end of his likeness being used in films; hours after his funeral, Hong Kong movie studios began to make unauthorized movies using look-alike actors, a trend that continued through the next decade. That's the "Bruceploitation" that filmmaker David Gregory explores in "Enter the Clones of Bruce," which is playing at the Freer Gallery of Art's Meyer Auditorium on Friday at 7 p.m., followed by a Q&A with Gregory. On Saturday, the screening of "The Dragon Lives Again," the 1977 comedy about Bruce Lee's soul's trip to the underworld, is sold out, but you can still enjoy a DJ set by Shaolin Jazz's DJ 2-Tone Jones in the courtyard, plus martial arts demonstrations at 5:30 and 6:30 p.m. Food and drink from Blagden Alley's Tiger Fork will be available for purchase. Times vary. Free; screening requires registration.
That 2000s Block Party at the Bullpen
"Lil' Bow Wow, you just don't know/ The way you move so fast across the floor/ I mean, you run through my mind like all the time/ To the point that I just want to take you home." If you've now got Lil' Bow Wow's 2001 hit "Take Ya Home" in your head -- sorry, not sorry. But that means you're totally the target for That 2000s Block Party at the Bullpen, where Bow Wow (no longer "Lil") performs at a retro outdoor party, alongside DJ Flow, DJ Money, the Bearded Drummer and other guests. Frozen cocktails and food trucks are available. 4 to 10 p.m. $30-$60.
Sam Hunt at Jiffy Lube Live
Funny how time slips away, huh? Ten years ago, Sam Hunt was being fast-tracked to Nashville superstardom, singing exquisitely detailed love songs that triangulated melodic contours set forth by Kenny Chesney and Bone Thugs-N-Harmony. Since then, Hunt's career has been a slow burn, with only two albums to his name. Touring this summer behind a sturdy new four-song EP, "Locked Up," one of country music's freshest voices suddenly sounds like a veteran. 7 p.m. $48-$119.
Bktherula at the Howard Theatre
D.C.'s most reliable fete, the Broccoli City Festival, returns this month with a lineup dotted with some of the women artists -- Megan Thee Stallion, Sexyy Red, Baby Tate -- who have taken over hip-hop with their raunchy, sex-positive lyrics. Next up in that lineage could be Bktherula, a 21-year-old from Atlanta, who delivers Auto-Tuned melodies as two-minute missives and went viral on TikTok with the ethereal "Tweakin' Together." 8 p.m. $25-$45.
Alexandria's 275th birthday celebration
The city of Alexandria has spent all year anticipating a milestone birthday, and the big day is almost here: On Saturday, Alexandria hosts a celebration in honor of its 1749 founding -- a birthday party complete with cupcakes, Port City Brewing Company's special-edition ALX275 beer and a fireworks display. The festivities begin in Oronoco Bay Park at 6 p.m. with music, followed by remarks by Mayor Justin Wilson and a poetry reading by Alexandria poet laureate Zeina Azzam at 7:30 p.m. Afterward, members of the City Council pass out cupcakes, and the Alexandria Symphony Orchestra performs at 8:30 p.m. before the fireworks begin at 9:30. While the main festivities take place in Oronoco Bay Park, there are other activities in nearby parks, including a DJ dance party in Waterfront Park, and the fireworks are visible up and down the banks of the Potomac. 6 p.m. Free.
Mary McLeod Bethune Birthday Celebration in Lincoln Park
There are two statues of educator, civil rights activist and presidential adviser Mary McLeod Bethune in D.C. In 2022, a statue of Bethune was installed in the Capitol's Statuary Hall, representing the state of Florida -- making her the first Black American to be honored in that space. But D.C. residents are probably more familiar with the grand 1974 memorial in Lincoln Park, sculpted by artist Robert Berks, depicting Bethune passing her legacy to two children. This year, to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the statue, as well as Bethune's 149th birthday, the National Park Service is hosting a rededication ceremony. The highlight of the program sees actor Leslie Jones portraying Bethune, discussing her life, reciting quotations from famous speeches, and engaging in questions and answers with the audience beginning at 6 p.m. The full program kicks off at 3:30 with speeches; performances by the Bethune-Cookman University choir, the D.C. Strings Workshop and the "President's Own" Marine Band; ranger tours; hands-on activities; and a "Legacy Lane" to share Bethune's accomplishments. The Tribe Band caps the evening with a set of '70s funk, soul and gospel starting at 7. 3:30 p.m. Free.
Drafts and Crafts at Dock 5 at Union Market
The D.C. area is home to many talented small producers -- makers of crocheted stuffed animals, recycled leather handbags, decorative ceramics, and, oh yeah, beer and spirits, too. Drafts and Crafts is a joint production of the D.C. Makers' Guild and the D.C. Brewers' Guild, two organizations focusing on promoting locals who bring us everything from jewelry to IPAs. The second annual showcase at Union Market's Dock 5 includes unlimited drink samples from 10 breweries, two distilleries, and producers of canned cocktails and lemonade, as well as a market with crafts from close to three dozen makers. There are crafting stations -- last year included guided watercolor painting -- as well as food vendors. Heads-up for beer lovers: This is a chance to get an early taste of Henceforth, the brewpub replacing H Street Country Club. Brewer Ben Mullett won multiple awards at the Great American Beer Festival while working for the now-closed Skipping Rock in Staunton, Va. Noon to 4 p.m. $60-$80; $20 makers market only.
'Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room' at the Freer Gallery of Art
James McNeill Whistler's Peacock Room is a bona fide masterpiece and a must-see for Smithsonian visitors, but its original owner wasn't as appreciative of Whistler's work as gallerygoers are today. The Freer Gallery of Art's exhibition "Ruffled Feathers: Creating Whistler's Peacock Room" traces the drama over the creation of this room in British businessman Frederick Leyland's London home, as Whistler's gilded fantasy of peacock designs ended up way overboard and way over budget. The show is located next to the Peacock Room and includes examples of other decor from the Leyland house, as well as Whistler's portraits of the Leyland family completed in less acrimonious times. Through Jan. 31, 2027. Free.
Last Train Home at Arrowbrook Centre Park
When Americana favorites Last Train Home visits their old hometown, it's usually to play at venues like the Birchmere or the Rams Head Tavern. It's not common for the full eight-piece roots rock band to join forces for a free outdoor concert -- but that's what we're getting this weekend at Arrowbrook Centre Park, the Herndon park that's home to some of the area's biggest and most enjoyable outdoor shows. Local beer and wine are available for sale. 7:30 to 9 p.m. Free.
Music in the Circle at Dupont Circle
Live concerts return to Dupont Circle this weekend after last week's postponed show. Grab a picnic, bring a blanket and catch the jazz accordion of the Simone Baron Trio for two sets. Noon to 3 p.m. Free.
'This Is New Tone' screenings at Comet Ping Pong
Last year, the ska bands signed to independent music collective Bad Time Records toured the country. Now, that tour, along with documentary footage, is released through a Kickstarter-funded film about the U.S. ska punk scene, featuring groups like Kill Lincoln, Jer and We Are the Union. Catch one of two showings, and stick around for a Q&A and special guest appearances. 2:30 and 5:30 p.m. $20.
'Summer of Soccer' championship matches
Two major continental soccer tournaments have been playing out over the last month: the European Championship and the Copa America. Both come to a conclusion on one very busy day for soccer lovers. England and Spain face off at 3 p.m., with English fans heading for the Queen Vic on H Street NE -- the neighboring Granville Moore's is open for overflow -- with doors opening at 11 a.m. Spain, whose embassy has hosted events at venues including Wunder Garten and Casa Teresa, has told fans to "stay tuned" for details on a viewing party. At 8 p.m., it's Argentina vs Colombia. Lunas de Buenos Aires at Union Market is your go-to for Argentine food and soccer -- the mural of Diego Maradona is the first clue. Fans of Colombia should head for Cafe Citron or Public Bar.
Looking for a less partisan atmosphere? Tysons Corner Center's Copa Tysons runs from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the plaza near the Metro, with soccer darts, mini soccer goal challenges, "pickleball soccer," a DJ, free face painting and snowballs, and other family fun.
Columbia Heights' Toro Bar offers half-price buckets of beer during the first half of each final, with free green tea shots for women. All German beer styles brewed at Navy Yard's Bluejacket (kolsch, weissbier, Bavarian pilsner) are $10 per liter during the Euro 2024 final. Franklin Hall, at 14th and Florida, is open for both finals with $7 pints of Atlas. Wunder Garten remains a popular spot -- just make sure you get to the NoMa beer garden early enough to get in the shade. The Midlands continues indoor and outdoor specials, including discounted pitchers and $5 pints.
Bastille Day celebrations
July 14 is France's independence day, and there are events across the city celebrating America's oldest ally. And while you could drop $250 to attend a party at the French Embassy, these options seem a little more wallet-friendly.
The picturesque Bar a Vin at Chez Billy Sud celebrates the holiday with live jazz by the Bon Vivants; a menu starring oysters and classic jambon beurre (ham and butter) sandwiches; and a trio of French-inspired cocktails by Jewel Murray, formerly of the Gibson. Union Market cheese counter La Jambe offers a trio of specials in honor of its French founder's heritage, such as a happy hour Bastille drink menu with Citadelle Gin and two free cocktails with the purchase of a large charcuterie and cheese board.
From the Loire to Provence, Burgundy to Bordeaux, the Eastern sets out to demystify French wine regions with veteran sommelier Michael Scaffidi. The $50 tickets include all wines during the class (1 to 3 p.m.) as well as snacks from the kitchen. The Canadian disco flair of Le Mont Royal meets the old country at a day party with twists on cognac-based cocktails (think an old-fashioned with duck-washed cognac) and tunes from DJ Harry Hotter.
Le Diplomate has become D.C.'s most recognizable French restaurant, and its all-day party, which begins at 10 a.m., includes mimes, accordion players, face painters, caricature artists and balloon twisters. (There's a pre-party on Saturday night, too, running until 1 a.m., with burlesque dancers and cocktails.) Petite Cerise, from the team behind the Dabney, hosts a French feast with foot-long jambon beurre, oysters and French wines poured from magnums by the glass. Tickets are $75, good for a 21/2-hour seating between 4 and 10 p.m., and include a glass of sparkling kir royal and then unlimited punch made with French aperitifs.
'Glee' drag brunch at Red Bear Brewing
If you can't seem to let go of Ryan Murphy's jukebox-musical, teenage-drama-laden, cult-followed television series, you're not alone -- and, frankly, you might as well steer into the cringe, a la Rachel Berry. Desiree Dik and a cast of D.C. drag queens are hosting a "Glee"-themed brunch featuring the best songs from the beloved (and sometimes hated) series. A ticket will get you entrance plus two drinks, and seating is first come, first served. 11 a.m. $35.
R&B Club: Neo Soul at Songbyrd
"Neo-soul" was a defining sound of the 1990s and 2000s, but it's always been more of a spirit than a genre that's easy to pin down. What are the common threads tying Jill Scott, Maxwell, Erykah Badu, Bilal, Meshell Ndegeocello and Raheem DeVaughn? The music lovers of the R&B Club tackle the thorny topic of neo-soul at their monthly discussion at Songbyrd, delving into the hits and forgotten artists, with more than a few audience singalongs along the way. Noon to 2 p.m. $15-$20.
Arts and Drafts at Calico
Yet another chance for adults to get crafty and flash back to summer camp is the weekly Arts and Drafts happy hour at Calico, the welcoming Blagden Alley patio bar. Each Monday features a different "self-guided free art project," such as finger painting (this week) or the intriguing "self portrait as a plant or animal" (July 22). All supplies are provided, and no reservations are required. Fueling your creativity: $2 off drafts all night long. 4 to 10 p.m. Free.
D.C. Punk Archive Summer Rooftop Concert Series at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library
Ten years ago, the D.C. Public Library established the D.C. Punk Archive as a way to collect items that tell the story of the city's vibrant punk and indie rock scenes, ranging from seven-inch singles and live recordings to concert posters and homemade zines. But the Punk Archive isn't just about preserving the past; it's also concerned with the future. The archive sponsors annual punk concerts with local bands, which began on the roof of the library in Woodridge but now take place atop the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library downtown. This year's series features two shows: Flowers for the Dead, Sex Faces and Tripping Corpse on Wednesday, and Supreme Commander, Cryptid Summer and Drivel on Aug. 14. In keeping with the harDCore spirit, the music is open to all ages, with admission on a first-come, first-served basis. Stay tuned for more 10th anniversary events in the fall. 6:30 p.m. Free.
Hot Dogs and Beer at Port City Brewing
Beer lovers around D.C. have found themselves pairing beers with Girl Scout cookies and beers with vintage cheeses, which makes pairing multiple beers with hot dogs sound almost quaint. This collaboration between Port City's brewers and Haute Dogs' wiener experts matches six beers with three dogs and a dessert, ranging from the classic "dragged through the garden" Chicago dog to an "A la Annandale" version with Korean barbecue, kimchi and gochujang mayo. A veggie dog option is available. 7 p.m. $40.
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Who killed the Kennedys? The Rolling Stones won't tell you anymore.
Mick Jagger no longer sings a sinister lyric from "Sympathy for the Devil." Why not? 
By Paul Schwartzman | 2024-07-11

From left, Ronnie Wood, Keith Richards and Mick Jagger perform in New Jersey in May. (Kevin Mazur/Getty Images)


We were in our seats high above the stage when the huge video screens turned a hellscape red and the clamor of piano and percussion merged with that familiar hypnotic chant: "Woo-woo! Woo-woo!"
Everyone in the stadium knew Satan was about to introduce himself, as rendered for the umpteenth time by 80-year-old Mick Jagger, somehow still twirling away in a twinkling three-quarter coat, more than five decades after the Rolling Stones cut their classic "Sympathy for the Devil."
"Please allow me to introduce myself/ I'm a man of wealth and taste," Jagger began before reciting the song's catalogue of Great Moments in Evil, including the slaying of Jesus Christ and the assassination of the "Czar and his ministers" in St. Petersburg, when "Anastasia screamed in vain."
Anyone who loves "Sympathy for the Devil" knows what comes in the third verse, just as fans of "The Godfather" know what awaits Sonny when he rolls up to the tollbooth. Except, in Philadelphia on that night last month, Jagger blew past the lines that first astonished me years ago as a teenager, the audacious question, "I shouted out, 'Who killed the Kennedys?'" (I thought we knew), and the sneering answer: "When after all, it was you and me."
Wait, what?
"Did I miss the Kennedy line?" I asked my wife, who was marveling that the octogenarian frontman was now skipping the length of the sprawling stage. If Jagger sang the Kennedy line, she also missed it.
Had the Stones sanitized their ode to madness? Had "Sympathy for the Devil" become "Sympathy"-lite?
Jagger wrote the song in 1968, a year when America was engulfed in a full-on meltdown as the Vietnam War triggered massive antiwar demonstrations and assassins cut down Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy. Jagger, inspired by the writings of Charles Baudelaire, has said that he intended "Sympathy" as "a Bob Dylan song." Keith Richards suggested a samba beat, giving the tune a fevered vibe that captured the mood du jour.
When the Stones went into the recording studio in early June of '68, a moment documented by Jean-Luc Godard in his film "Sympathy for the Devil," Jagger's lyric read, "I shouted out, 'Who killed Kennedy?,'" referring to only President John F. Kennedy. The band was still working on the song on June 6, when RFK died. Jagger updated the lyric to the plural: "I shouted out, 'Who killed the Kennedys?'"

The Rolling Stones in December 1968. (Mark and Colleen Hayward/Getty Images)


"Those were the lines that hit with genuine force," said the esteemed music critic Anthony DeCurtis, a contributing editor at Rolling Stone who taught a University of Pennsylvania class this spring titled "Let It Rock: The Rolling Stones, Writing and Creativity." "To me, it was an indication of how the zeitgeist was flowing right through the Stones and how they were connected to what was happening at that moment."
DeCurtis attended the Stones shows at MetLife Stadium in New Jersey in May and wasn't sure what to make of it when he noticed Jagger's omission. "It's my favorite verse. I was thinking, 'What the f--- happened to the Kennedy verse?'"
The mystery deepened for me when videos on social media showed that Jagger hadn't mentioned Kennedy during other performances on the 2024 tour, including in Seattle, Houston, Chicago and New Orleans. I texted my old friend Serge Kovaleski, who, in addition to being an ace New York Times reporter, is the most devoted Stones fan I know. By his own count, Serge has attended some 80 shows in 13 countries since 1975, including a half-dozen this year.
Serge hadn't noticed the missing Kennedy lyric and guessed that a sensitivity to contemporary political mores may have pushed the Stones to make an adjustment. After all, the band had stopped playing "Brown Sugar" in recent years, with its images of the slave trade and sex, and dropped a line from "Some Girls," about the sexual appetites of Black women, that had angered the Rev. Jesse Jackson when it was released. (That said, Richards is still singing "Little T & A," suggesting that the Stones are not exactly spending a lot of time studying contemporary etiquette guides.)

Mick Jagger in 1968. (Joe Bangay/Getty Images)


Further study proved that none of this is new. In fact, the Stones have managed to perform an edited version of "Sympathy" for years without provoking any significant commentary. One place where the revision was noticed was on the website It's Only Rock'n Roll, a gathering spot for the Stones-obsessed, where commenters as far back as 2015 traded theories about the missing lyric.
"Pretty well accepted as truth that Jagger 'changed his art' at a request of ... The Kennedy's(John Jr.) I applaud his decision to honor the request," wrote someone identifying themselves as MisterDDDD. But that explanation seems unlikely, given that author C. David Heymann, in his late-2000s biography of John Jr. and Caroline, quoted a buddy saying the president's son "loved to shock" his friends by belting out the "Kennedys" lyric during his own impromptu renditions of "Sympathy."
Robert Christgau, the former Village Voice music editor known among scribes as the "dean of American rock critics," has been writing about popular music since the 1960s. Christgau said he hasn't seen the Stones perform since the early 2000s and was unaware that Jagger no longer sings the Kennedy verse live. The lyric, he said, signified that "this is a world where people get killed and all of us, to one extent or another, are implicated in the fact that this is that world."
"That was the moment when people were trying to decide whether the Beatles or the Stones were more relevant," Christgau said. "The high '60s were over, and it was a time when the Stones had more political respect, because they wrote more about evil, which is not to say they were encouraging it as much as they had this dark side to their version of the world."
As for whether it matters in 2024 whether Jagger sings the lines, Christgau laughed and said: "It's nearly 60 years later. Who gives a s---? 'Who killed the Kennedys?' is no longer meaningful to the younger audience, and even the Stones' contemporaries, because we have lived with this for more than 50 years. It's their song, and they can do what they want with it."
Christgau suggested the best way to solve the mystery of the missing lyric was to ask the Stones themselves.
An email to the Stones' public relations operation led to a phone call with a spokeswoman who introduced herself by saying, "I work with Mick." She then decreed that anything she said from that moment on was off the record, rendering the explanation she may or may not have provided as unusable. She indicated that she would follow up with something printable.
While I waited, I burrowed deeper into the archives and discovered that the Stones, as far back as 2006, excised the "Kennedys" verse at a benefit concert for Bill Clinton's 60th birthday in New York. Martin Scorsese filmed the show for his documentary "Shine A Light."
The New York Daily News speculated at the time that Jagger had skipped the verse because Robert F. Kennedy Jr. was in the audience. When a reporter at the film's premiere asked whether he had dropped the line out of deference to RFK Jr., Jagger offered an answer as deft as his stage moves.
"Did I leave that out?" he asked. "That song is so long, I always cut a verse. I guess it must've been that one."
His explanation may seem plausible, except that the entire verse accounts for about 30 seconds in a song that clocks in at more than six minutes. Not exactly an eternity during a two-hour show.
Fortunately, for those who prefer complete renditions of "Sympathy for the Devil," there are more than a few live performances in the Stones' catalogue. Naturally, the trove also includes many stellar (and unedited) versions of "You Can't Always Get What You Want."
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D.C. hardcore is a story that never ends
You know Minor Threat and Bad Brains. But do you know Vile Cherubs and Pitchman? The history of D.C. hardcore always seems to be expanding -- and these recently reissued recordings prove it.
By Chris Richards | 2024-07-11

The D.C. hardcore band Fury -- with vocalist Chris Thomson, front -- performs in 1989. (Joe Wonganada)


In most punk scenes on this noisy planet, the line between romantic obscurity and total oblivion runs dangerously thin, with countless bands perpetually slipping through the cracks, vanishing from our collective memory, quietly and permanently. But Washington, D.C., has always been different. Ours is a hardcore punk scene of deeply committed, highly disciplined self-documenters working in the long shadows of Bad Brains and Minor Threat: zine makers, documentary film folk, punk librarians and, of course, record labels. More often than not, the cracks are pried open and the music is lifted out of the void.
Over the past year, we've seen a growing pile of freshly retrieved records to prove it -- many of them surfaced by L.G. Records, a new label masterminded by Andy Coronado, formerly of the great D.C. punk groups Monorchid and Skull Kontrol. Along with recent releases from Skam (a forgotten teen band from the early '80s) and Pitchman (a forgotten teen band from the early '90s), these reissued recordings help to expand the story of D.C. punk, providing new pieces to a puzzle that seemingly has no edges.
Snapping the puzzle together takes work, though. Aside from the aforementioned Skam and Pitchman records, all the recordings discussed below -- listed chronologically by when they were made -- have been released on L.G. and are available exclusively on vinyl. Sorry, no streams. As ever, punk requires commitment from all parties involved.

Skam, "No Name" (Sea Note/Drag City)


Skam, "No Name"
Based on the taut punk missives they recorded in 1982 and 1983, these Northern Virginia teens knew who their enemies were: the cops, the IRS, Jim Bakker and Ronald Reagan. Who were their friends? Skam played shows with the likes of Scream, Nuclear Crayons and United Mutation, but during their few years together, the band's only 9:30 Club show was canceled, making it something of a footnote to a footnote. (Bassist Jack Anderson graduated to a style of exponentially gnarlier doomsaying in No Trend while singer-guitarist Vince Forcier eventually played in Racer X, then Second Wind.) Now, four decades later, "No Name" compiles handfuls of rowdy Skam live cuts and tightly clenched studio recordings, including a stealthily tender cover of "Search and Destroy" by the Stooges, which feels less like a rabid declaration of punkness and more like an exercise in youthful introspection. "I'm a street-walking cheetah with a heart full of napalm" has never sounded more like, "Is this really who I am?" More than a band trying to find its place in the scene, Skam sounded like kids trying to find their place in this world.

Shudder to Think, "1987" (L.G. Records)


Shudder to Think, "1987"
Let's try to hear Shudder to Think as a long-term reconciliation of opposites -- a band forever rearranging the uncomplicated urgency of hardcore punk so that it could better accommodate the rococo wowee of its singer, Craig Wedren. Yeah, Wedren loved Rites of Spring and the Misfits, but he says he initially took his biggest vocal cues from rock's most moneyed shriekers (Steve Perry, Ozzy Osbourne). How did that work? Well, it was all working like crazy in 1994 when Shudder to Think dropped "Pony Express Record," its major-label debut and the apex of this impossible balancing act. But rewind your brain back to the group's earliest recordings from 1987, collected here, and you'll hear Wedren singing in his tangy mewl with a certitude so reflexive, it almost feels shocking. It's not that his voice was inimitable. It's more like who would dare? Thankfully, his original bandmates -- drummer Mike Russell, guitarist Chris Matthews, long-haul bassist Stuart Hill -- never balked, and once everything tightens up in the closing moments of this record during "Take the Child," we become privy to the holiest of sounds, a band learning itself.

Vile Cherubs, "Lysergic Lamentations" (L.G. Records)


Vile Cherubs, "Lysergic Lamentations"
In punk, outsiders can become insiders through wild displays of charisma and force, and the Vile Cherubs seem to have had just enough of both. "It's hard to explain just how different it was back then," writes ex-Cherub Seth Lorinczi in the liner notes of "Lysergic Lamentations," an album conjoining the band's first two demos from 1987 and 1988. "Downtown Washington, D.C. was roached. After the torrential rain storms that broke like water balloons over your head, you could literally smell the decay wafting up from the abandoned buildings. The city was falling apart in real time, but it was also our playground: Chinese takeouts; wig shops; pay phones; liquor stores that sold to anyone. And d.c. space" -- the experimental downtown venue that admirably opened its doors to this teenage quartet's acid-chomping style of garage rock, a hardcore-resistant sound that skewed less "Flex Your Head," more "Nuggets." But these moody, mischievous songs were the Cherubs' keys into the scene and later into the city's proper hardcore lineage. Guitarist Tim Green would eventually join the feral Nation of Ulysses. Lorinczi would sign up with Circus Lupus. But here, these Cherubs were still outsider kids who seemingly approached their music, their city and their youth as the same thing: an unknowable play space being eaten by time.

Fury, "Resurrection" (L.G. Records)


Fury, "Resurrection"
To my ears, this is fact: Chris Thomson is one of the greatest punk singers to ever exhale on society. Ever heard him? In this band, Fury? Or in Circus Lupus? Or in Las Mordidas? Monorchid? Skull Kontrol? Red Eyed Legends? Coffin Pricks? Listen to each of these bands immediately, I say, then keep listening to them until you're dead. That voice, especially. Maybe you'll hear the indignation of Steve Ignorant and the disdain of Mark E. Smith holding hands on some nightmare mission through Darby Crash's sinuses, but I still hear Thomson sneering with an existential displeasure that belongs exclusively to him. Just imagine coasting through A.D. 1989, knowing Thomson primarily as the bassist of post-hardcore outfit Ignition, then finding out that he's fronting a new band with the frenzied members of Swiz. Imagine him raising the microphone to his teeth for the first time. Imagine him howling, "I ain't afraid of you," and believing him on the cellular level. What a debut. This legendary EP -- one of the greatest hardcore 7-inch singles to ever come out of D.C., now reissued on 12-inch -- might be filled with harrowing songs about betrayal and shotgun blasts, but Thomson is essentially shooting up a flare. Something starts here.

Circus Lupus, "Circus Lupus" (L.G. Records)


Circus Lupus, "Circus Lupus"
With Fury lasting only a few months, a few songs and two shows, Thomson skipped off to college in Wisconsin where he joined this early version of Circus Lupus, then quickly boomeranged everyone back home to record these nine tracks at Inner Ear Studio in the summer of 1990. New band, new sound. Bristly. Caustic. Not fast, but busy. Not funky, but lumpy in a way that thrilled. All over the place, but totally tight. Drummer Arika Casebolt brought the indomitable thud. Reg Shrader -- later replaced by Lorinczi -- moved his fingers around the bass in puzzling almost-grooves. Chris Hamley liked to make his guitar talk in prickles and scribbles, and then Thomson would bark back. "Ink for my poison pen!" "Wear your mask and frown!" Is that what he was saying? The poetry kept breaking up inside his mouth until everything sounded like threats. Somehow, it made you want to only get closer.

The cover of Pitchman's eponymous 7-inch EP. (Jinxed!/Pat Graham)


Pitchman, "My Angel Age"
Circus Lupus existed for roughly four years, winning admirers high and low. Up there was Joan Jett, who produced the band's "Pop Man" single in 1992. Down here was Pitchman, a group of local teens who wanted to destroy the world, or at least their high school. "My world ends with strawberry shampoo!" screams then-16-year-old singer Dree Thibert on "Dead Girls," one of the most ferocious cuts Pitchman recorded in 1993, triangulating the knottiness of Circus Lupus, the rage of Huggy Bear and the sass of Nation of Ulysses. As evidenced by these songs -- there are a dozen of them streaming on Bandcamp, titled "My Angel Age," four of which have been compiled on an eponymous 7-inch EP by guitarist Mat Keel -- Pitchman's preternatural cool frequently boiled over into fury, burning bright, burning fast, then, after less than a year together, burning out, their momentum carrying them into new bands. Drummer Aaron Brenner would quickly join the Meta-Matics, one of the most righteously inventive bands in D.C. punk history. Bassist Gabe Andruzzi eventually became a Swiss Army knife member -- saxophone, percussion, keys, etc. -- of the major-label iteration of acclaimed dance-punk band the Rapture.

Las Mordidas, "Ex-Voto" (L.G. Records)


Las Mordidas, "Ex-Voto"
If we're assigning superlatives to all the bands that Thomson fronted, let's agree that Monorchid was the harshest. Skull Kontrol was probably the coolest. Aptly, Fury was the most unambiguously furious. And Las Mordidas was definitely the weirdest. The band's rhythm section had been transplanted from neighboring punk-funk crew Fidelity Jones, with drummer Jerry Busher and bassist Dug E. Bird confidently locked into their own private pocket language. The band's guitar player was the melody-minded Jon Kirschten, previously of the band Rain and younger sibling of Faith bassist and scene hero Chris "Bald" Kirschten. That left Thomson holding the microphone in a riptide, following superball grooves as they bounced down alleyways, then chasing Kirschten's anthemic chords up mountainsides. In any other band, Thomson's voice sits dead center, like a bruise that keeps asking to be poked. Here, he's floating in some kind of limbo, and for once, it doesn't hurt.
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Her job is scream queen. Your job is to scream.
How Maika Monroe, star of "Longlegs," became the defining horror actor of our terrifying times. 
By Jake Kring-Schreifels | 2024-07-11
Maika Monroe has been haunted.
She has been restrained in a basement, chased through a house of terrors, strangled in a dream, imprisoned in a cocoon, drowned by her own hand. But Monroe had never felt real fright while making a horror movie -- and she's starred in a lot of them.
"It's just not really scary on set," says the 31-year-old actress.
That's not what she says about "Longlegs."
The superlatively spooky serial-killer flick filmed in the winter of 2023 in Vancouver, pairing Monroe with Nicolas Cage as a villain so shocking he's not even in the trailer. Writer and director Osgood "Oz" Perkins didn't let them meet until they shot a climactic scene in an interrogation room, in which Monroe's FBI-agent savant faces down her fully transfigured co-star for the first time. Perkins wanted to capture an "absolutely spontaneous, uncontrollable moment."
Cage brought it. Remade by prostheses, his voice pitched up into a nightmare, he pulled out every creepy trick in his bag. When Perkins checked on Monroe, whose character maintains an icy cool, "She's like, 'Oh, I'm fine. No big deal,'" the filmmaker says.
But months later, at the editing bay, Perkins panned down all the microphones except one that had been taped to Monroe's chest. There, underneath her dialogue, "you could hear her heartbeat going a mile a minute," Perkins says. "Her whole system was on fire."
That moment still gives Monroe chills.
"I don't know if I've ever felt that level of nerves," she says. "I had no idea what I was walking into."

Maika Monroe stars as FBI agent Lee Harker in "Longlegs," the latest horror film in which she's appeared and one that has been receiving sufficient buzz. (Em Monforte for The Washington Post)


That might be a good tagline for "Longlegs," the buzz for which has grown all year amid a canny whisper campaign by distributor Neon, the only hitch being that the ecstatic rumors are true. Submerged in a suffocating, foglike atmosphere, the movie truly is terrifying, a twist on the Hannibal Lecter idiom as well as a novel statement on the horror genre's possibilities.
The film follows Monroe's FBI agent Lee Harker, a recruit whose intuitive talents get her assigned to an unsolved case. As she investigates a string of family murder-suicides, she unearths a close connection to the primary suspect, a haunting figure from her own past whose coded crime-scene notes and calling card -- Longlegs -- suggest something occult.
Even the script made her uneasy, in the right way. "I had one idea of what the movie was going to be," Monroe says -- a "Silence of the Lambs" riff, with Lee Harker its Clarice Starling -- but "then there was a twist and then another twist." She studied Rooney Mara's performance in "The Girl With the Dragon Tattoo," sensing an overlap between Lisbeth Salander and her own investigator, whose anguished and isolated lifestyle hardens her to grisly crimes and sends her down demented rabbit holes. "Oz and I worked a lot to try and pin this character down," Monroe says. "There's a lot that is suppressed."
But also something insuppressible. At this point, Monroe is used to playing cold, traumatized and tortured women who have an uncanny knack for finding and confronting evil. Since breaking into the horror genre in 2014 with "The Guest" and the widely influential indie hit "It Follows," she's become a strong candidate for her generation's defining scream queen -- and she doesn't even mind the designation. If she did, she would have fled the genre by now. "I read these scripts, they're so f---ing good, they're such great roles" she says. "I'm like, 'I don't want anyone else to [have them].'"

A handout image from the movie "Longlegs," starring Maika Monroe as an FBI agent and Nicolas Cage as the film's villain. Writer and director Osgood "Oz" Perkins didn't let the actors meet until they shot a climactic scene in an interrogation room. (NEON)



Monroe was introduced to horror films by her father as a preteen and had no problems handling the shock or gore. "That age kind of defines whether you're gonna be all in, or you're just completely freaked out and you can't watch anything," she says. (NEON)


Besides, her performances belie any gendered assumptions packed into the "scream queen" moniker. More than just a pretty blond Final Girl, Monroe is a subtle and cerebral calculator whose elegant features suggest both Old Hollywood screen star and emo girl next door. The captivating expressions that result often stir courage and vulnerability into the stomach-churning cocktails created by her collaborators. As Perkins suggests, her introspective presence in a movie now functions like a "shorthand with the audience," giving a director "extra square footage to do your own thing."
"It all comes from her ability to internalize her performance," says "The Guest" director Adam Wingard. "What makes an interesting scream queen is when you feel like there's a depth of soul behind an actor's eyes. I think she has that in spades."
Monroe's father, a construction worker by trade, introduced her to genre classics like "A Nightmare on Elm Street" and "The Shining" when she was a preteen in Santa Barbara, Calif. But unlike her friends at sleepovers, she could handle the movies' shocks and gore without letting them linger in her subconscious. "That age kind of defines whether you're gonna be all in, or you're just completely freaked out and you can't watch anything," Monroe says. She could watch anything.
When she started to act at 13, horror roles seemed to come to her. "Most of your auditions are for Disney Channel and Nickelodeon, and I never booked any of those," she says with a laugh. "I wasn't in that wheelhouse." To her mother's initial worry, the first job Monroe took was in a short film about a young girl who gets abused by her father and ends up taking her own life. A year later, she landed a part as a background dancer in a schlocky B movie called "Bad Blood," which introduced her to fake guts and murder scenes that she watched with the movie's director on the monitor. "I was just like, 'This is the coolest thing ever,'" she says. "It was a game changer for me. Like, this is absolutely what I want to do."

Monroe was introduced to fake blood and guts in "Bad Blood," a B movie that was released in 2012. "I was just like, 'This is the coolest thing ever,'" she says. (Em Monforte for The Washington Post)


Throughout high school, Monroe also pursued professional kiteboarding -- so successfully that during her senior year, she moved with her mother (a sign-language interpreter) to the Dominican Republic to commit to the extreme water sport while finishing school online. She eventually earned second place at the 2012 Red Bull International Big Air Style competition. Then "reality came crashing down" after a bad head injury, she says. "I was just like, 'Oh, this is the end of this.'"
Monroe returned to Los Angeles to try acting again, soon landing a breakout role in "The Guest" as a 20-year-old live-at-home waitress who gradually suspects her brother's ex-military friend is a killer. Wingard, the movie's director, had written her character as more of a tomboy, but her audition persuaded him to tailor the part around her deadpan vibe. "It's not easy to be a character that's very sarcastic and checked out and still seems likable and engaging," he says. "It has to come from a place of authenticity, which is what she's able to bring to it."
In the midst of filming, Monroe booked the lead in "It Follows," director David Robert Mitchell's thriller about a sexually transmitted curse. After raves at Sundance, the movie was released to critical and commercial success, putting Monroe at the center of a new "elevated" wave of horror. Throughout the previous two decades, the genre became saturated with winking, self-aware slashers and "tied-to-chairs" movies, Wingard says -- basically, torture porn. By contrast, his and Mitchell's movies leaned into highbrow nostalgia, imbuing their spins on John Carpenter with atmosphere and tone -- artiness, even -- rather than gory tropes.
"It felt like there was this new life brought into the horror genre," Monroe says. "Those two movies came out and things started to change for me."

Monroe is strapped to a chair in a scene with Jake Weary from the horror film "It Follows," which was was released in 2014. (Weinstein Company/Everett/Shutterstock)



Monroe played Anna Peterson in the horror film "The Guest," also from 2014. "What makes an interesting scream queen is when you feel like there's a depth of soul behind an actor's eyes. I think she has that in spades," director Adam Wingard says of Monroe. (Everett/Shutterstock)


The success of "The Guest" and "It Follows" was in part a testament to Monroe's acting skills, but the two movies also forecast her interest and growing taste in vividly imagined scripts and inventive filmmakers. She pursued "It Follows," for example, because Mitchell had told her that the idea came from a recurring nightmare he was having. Over the next several years, she joined a handful of independent psychological dramas and horrors -- most notably "The Stranger," a Quibi series that Hulu recently released as a full movie -- that took advantage of her skills at maneuvering out of precarious places.
"For whatever reason," she says, "I have great taste in picking horror films."
In 2022, after watching Chloe Okuno's short film "Slut," Monroe jumped at a chance at the lead role in the director's feature debut, "Watcher," a chilly, slow-burn thriller in which she plays an American woman terrorized in a foreign city by a male stalker. The Hitchcockian ode reaffirmed her scream-queen status, particularly in the way she often crescendos an understated performance into something intensely physical. "Maika is really the dream collaborator for a director because she just has this innate ability to express emotions in ways that feel completely genuine," Okuno writes in an email. "Part of it might be that Maika has great taste, loves film and loves the genre. She's one of us."

Monroe says she taps into her personal traumas to reach the dark spaces of the characters she plays. (Em Monforte for The Washington Post)


Unlike the damaged characters she tends to play, Monroe is bubbly and upbeat when we chat. It's a contradiction that intrigued Perkins, especially after watching Monroe's "Longlegs" audition tape, which highlighted her "electric noodle presence in person," he says, and her diametrically opposed "extremely serious presence on camera." The difference was so stark that he had a difficult time wrapping his mind around her modes. "The distance between those two points is just filled with fascination and wonder and mystery and power," he adds. "You're kind of a fool not to take on that kind of power." (In contrast, her Oscar-winning co-star stayed in one gear during filming. Cage came in serial-killer mode, says Perkins. "And he wasn't going to talk to anybody but me.")
Throughout "Longlegs," Perkins often captures Monroe's performance in close-up and at the center of his frame, leaning on her small facial maneuvers to relay Harker's unusual mental process. In one scene, as she sits beside her boss to interview a witness, she spends a couple of minutes listening to testimony without ever blinking, a small choice that telegraphs her descent into a new reality.
At a recent screening of "Longlegs," Monroe admitted to turning to her boyfriend, Dalton Gomez (yes -- Ariana Grande's ex-husband), and asking him whether he thought her performance was scary. "All I can picture while watching it are the funny stories that happened that day," she says. "It's kind of a bummer." Nobody else has trouble wondering, though.
"She can make a micro-adjustment when she emphasizes a certain beat or the physicality of her performance, and she can do it while she's also having these hugely intense emotional scenes," Okuno says. "You need an actor who is exceptionally good at emotional authenticity so you go with her on this journey without question."
To get into those darker spaces, Monroe has often mined her personal history, aiming to draw from something real and human from her life as long as it fits within her character. "In the horror genre, I try to ground insane situations from the most human feelings," Monroe says. "It absolutely is tapping into my own traumas, my darkest moments, to try and bring the most vulnerable emotion to the role." She clarifies that while she hasn't been stalked by someone before, a la "Watcher," "there's definitely been overlap" with regards to being gaslighted and doubted by men.

Monroe, shown here in a scene from "Longlegs." (NEON)


Though "Longlegs" offers her a chance to hunt down a serial killer -- usually, she's the one being hunted -- operating for months alone in the wintry, gloomy parts of Vancouver took its toll. As a way of counteracting the movie's unsettling and foreboding energy, she brought a friend to stay with her during the length of the movie's shoot, allowing her to more easily escape her macabre headspace. "It's the best decision I've ever made," she says. "I'm able to finish work and not have it continue festering in my brain. I can grab a glass of wine with my friend and talk about any random thing -- not dead bodies. That's been a lifesaver."
The side effects of this persistent work haven't bothered her enough to take a break. She's about to reteam with Mitchell early next year to shoot "They Follow," a sequel to "It Follows." She's read the script and she's "insanely excited."
Despite being "drawn to these darker roles," Monroe jokes, she's still holding out hope for something a bit lighter. A romantic comedy, perhaps? "I think it'd be so fun," Monroe says. "Maybe I'll just start putting it out in the universe."

Monroe is set to shoot "They Follow" early next year, continuing her long-standing presence in the horror genre. (Em Monforte for The Washington Post)
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'Fly Me to the Moon' is saved by the stars
Scarlett Johansson and Channing Tatum light up the earthbound elements of "Fly Me to the Moon."
By Ty Burr | 2024-07-11

Channing Tatum and Scarlett Johansson star in "Fly Me to the Moon." (Dan McFadden/Sony Pictures Entertainment)


What do you get when you cross "Apollo 13" with a Rock Hudson/Doris Day romantic comedy? Wait, why would you even try? "Fly Me to the Moon" is a platypus of a movie, and while it definitely has its charms, bizarro and otherwise, you may be more fascinated by the baling wire holding it together than what's actually in it.
Still, Scarlett Johansson and Channing Tatum at odds and in love -- how can that not be a good deal in the on-screen chemistry department? And it is, even if the two stars have to swim upriver against contrived dialogue and some unflattering costume and hairstyling choices. The year is 1969, and NASA is fighting a rearguard action to launch the Apollo 11 spaceflight in an America exhausted by war, assassinations and protest. Why spend money to send men to the moon when everything on Earth is about to collapse?
Harried mission director Cole Davis (Tatum) rouses his team to press ahead, but someone high up the food chain in Washington decides a PR campaign is in order and dispatches a gleefully sinister government spook (Woody Harrelson) to hire Kelly Jones (Johansson), a Madison Avenue ad whiz first seen confounding a conference room full of piggish Ford executives. Kelly is flown down to Cocoa Beach, Fla., with her sassy young assistant (comedian/actress Anna Garcia) and sets about selling the moon landing to America while driving Cole crazy.
As long as "Fly Me to the Moon" stays on that simple level of Irresistible Force (Kelly) meets Immovable Object (Cole), the movie is decent fluffy fun. Kelly lines up product sponsorships (most of them real -- remember Tang?) and gives astronauts Neil Armstrong (Nick Dillenburg), Buzz Aldrin (Colin Woodell) and Michael Collins (Christian Zuber) an all-American-hero makeover. She humanizes the mission, in other words, and provides it with leading men and a storyline. All of which gives Cole -- a fighter pilot and a scientist congenitally allergic to lying -- the hives.
Tatum sells his character's square-jawed sincerity with an undercurrent of old-school patriotism, and he's good enough to make you forget how sharp his comic timing can be. "Fly Me to the Moon" is built on classic screwball-comedy bones, where the man represents order and the woman is pure chaos agent. Think Hepburn and Grant in "Bringing Up Baby" -- Mr. Orthodoxy, meet Miss Catastrophe. But while Johansson does her best, she may be too thoughtful an actress for Kelly to really let loose. There's no madness in her, and so the romance never fully takes flight.
The screenplay by Rose Gilroy, from a story by Keenan Flynn and Bill Kirstein, doesn't help, since it's juggling the love story with a serious treatment of the Apollo 11 mission preparations, and that's before the sinister government agent reappears to insist Kelly produce a hush-hush fake moon landing on a soundstage, in case the real one goes south. (I'm not telling you anything that's not in the trailers.)

Cole Davis (Channing Tatum), Moe Berkus (Woody Harrelson) and Kelly Jones (Scarlett Johansson) in "Fly Me to the Moon." (Dan McFadden/Sony Pictures Entertainment)


True, one of the lovers in a rom-com always has to have a secret for there to be a second-act betrayal and argument, but this -- this is nuts. The film's staged moon landing, of course, is a nod to conspiracy theories that arose in the 1970s positing that the Apollo program was a NASA hoax directed by Stanley Kubrick (who gets a passing shout-out in "Fly Me to the Moon") and designed to hoodwink the Soviets. (1977's "Capricorn One" helped popularize the myth, too, substituting Mars for the moon.)
Director Greg Berlanti ("Love, Simon") gets some healthy slapstick out of the soundstage sequences, but the whole subplot has a queasy feeling, as if even pretending the hoax really happened is enough to reawaken the crazies. But all of "Fly Me to the Moon" is like that: broad farce, serious historical drama (there's more than one visit to the memorial for the fallen astronauts of Apollo 1), light romantic comedy, suspense and more, all wrapped up in two hours and 12 minutes of lumpy entertainment. (Resolved: A good rom-com should last no longer than 90 minutes.)
Some fine actors get lost in the clutter -- Garcia, Ray Romano as Cole's supervisor, Noah Robbins and Donald Elise Watkins as junior NASA employees. As the screamingly gay ad director hired to film the fake landings -- he's named Lance, for pity's sake -- Jim Rash is swish enough to make you miss the subtle comic stylings of Paul Lynde. "Fly Me to the Moon" strains to achieve liftoff, sometimes quite amusingly. But in the end, it's just too heavy to get off the ground.
PG-13. At area theaters. Contains some strong language and smoking. 132 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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'Sorry/Not Sorry' takes on Louis C.K. but not the toughest questions
Documentary gives voice to the women affected by  Louis C.K.'s misconduct without offering satisfying answers.
By Michael O'Sullivan | 2024-07-11

Louis C.K. is the subject of "Sorry/Not Sorry." (Angela Lewis for The New York Times/Greenwich Entertainment)


"Sorry/Not Sorry" opens with a voice: "I love you, be a good dog, please." We will later learn the voice (and the dog) belong to artist and comedian Abby Schachner, one of five women who, in 2017, publicly accused comedian Louis C.K. of sexual misconduct, including masturbating in front of them. It's a telling opener, signaling that this documentary examination of the scandal and its aftermath, focusing on Schachner -- a friend of C.K.'s -- and two other women, will acknowledge an icky point about our ability to love those who behave badly: "My dad didn't do the most wonderful things," Schachner says toward the end of the film, "and I still love him."
The film's two other main subjects are Jen Kirkman, a TV writer and producer, and comedian/writer Megan Koester, both of whom tried to call out C.K. years before the public accusations.
Produced by the New York Times, which broke the story, and with its authors Melena Ryzik, Cara Buckley and Jodi Kantor appearing on camera and listed as consulting producers, "Sorry" sticks a finger in a wound that, for some of those involved, hasn't quite healed. Yet it does so with what, at times, feels like a bland equanimity, simply asking questions -- the explicit goal of filmmaker Caroline Suh, who shares a directing credit with Cara Mones -- but without always offering the satisfaction of a solution to the vexing conundrum of the problematic, and often beloved, artist.
"It's not a film that is trying to provide answers," Suh said in an interview included in the film's press material. Rather, she continued, "it's meant to get the audience to think about how we treat each other versus how maybe we should treat each other."
That seems easy. Here's a better question: Why are we even still talking about C.K.? Mones, in the same interview, admits confusion was her first reaction when Suh invited her to co-direct.

Comedian/writer Megan Koester was among those who tried to call out Louis C.K. for sexual misconduct that he later admitted. (New York Times/Greenwich Entertainment)


Maybe it's because C.K.'s subsequent behavior has left the sense of doublespeak implicit in the film's title. "These stories are true," C.K. admitted in a sheepish mea culpa released one day after the Times article ran. It was followed by an apparent period of atonement: "I will now step back and take a long time to listen," he wrote. But his silence lasted a mere nine months before he popped back up with an unannounced appearance at the Comedy Cellar in New York in August of 2018.
More appearances followed, in which he spun his misbehavior as a harmless kink. In 2022 and 2023, C.K. won back-to-back comedy Grammys, and in recent shows, he has adopted a tone of defensiveness. He did what he did to women because he's good at it, he has joked. "If you're good at juggling, you wouldn't do it alone in the dark. You would gather folks and amaze them."
That, as New York Times critic Wesley Morris notes in an interview for the film, is the exact opposite of the brutally confessional self-awareness that once made him so brilliantly funny -- and famous as not just a joke teller, but a truth teller.
How long must we punish transgressors, especially ones who may be artistic geniuses, as several of those interviewed for the film describe C.K.? The filmmakers are mildly interested in the question of cancellation, but not as it pertains to C.K.
Rather, they explore the silencing of the women he hurt. Divided into chapters, the film includes a section called "Cancellation," which follows rather than precedes "Comeback."
For the most part, "Sorry" doesn't tell us anything we don't already know. That includes, as comedian Aida Rodriguez notes with a sense of defeat, that nothing has really changed in the wake of #MeToo.
Perhaps the most dismaying sentiment in this gloomy film is delivered by an anonymous comedy fan who apparently bought a ticket to watch C.K. perform at Madison Square Garden last year. On camera, the young man explains away his guilty pleasure with a Janus-like, transactional ambivalence worthy of his hero. "Everyone lives with a certain amount of hypocrisy," he says with a shrug, "and this is the amount that I've allocated for myself."
Unrated. Available on Prime Video, Apple TV Plus, YouTube, Google Play and Fandango. Contains strong language and discussion of sexuality. 90 minutes.
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Prosecutors paint Alec Baldwin as reckless as 'Rust' trial opens
In Alec Baldwin's manslaughter trial Wednesday, attorneys argued over the actor's culpability for a shooting death on the set of "Rust."
By William Triplett, Samantha Chery | 2024-07-11
SANTA FE, N.M. -- Prosecutors began to make their case to a jury Wednesday that Alec Baldwin is responsible for the shooting death of "Rust" cinematographer Halyna Hutchins nearly three years ago. Special prosecutor Erlinda Johnson said in her opening statement that the actor repeatedly "violated the cardinal rules of firearm safety" and -- despite his contentions -- had to have pulled the trigger that released a live round from a prop gun, killing Hutchins and wounding the movie's director.
"You will see him using this gun as a pointer to point at people, to point at things. You will see him cock the hammer when he's not supposed to cock the hammer. You will see him put his finger on the trigger when his finger's not supposed to be on the trigger," Johnson said.
Seated at the defense table, Baldwin barely looked at the prosecutor as she spoke. He took notes and sometimes rested his head on his hand. The actor's wife, Hilaria; his brother Stephen; and his sister Elizabeth sat next to each other in the stands.
But Baldwin removed his black, thick-framed glasses and paid close attention when his own lawyer, Alex Spiro, argued in his opening statement that Baldwin's behavior on set was typical of an actor, and that gun safety checks weren't in his job description.
Events moved quickly on the first day of testimony in Baldwin's trial for involuntary manslaughter, which could send him to prison for up to 18 months if jurors find him guilty. After opening statements, the jury viewed police lapel camera footage taken moments after the shooting, as emergency responders tended to Hutchins and Joel Souza, the injured director. In one chaotic scene, several people surrounded Hutchins, who was still alive at the time. "Deep breaths! Deep breaths!" a responder yells.
Here are the main arguments prosecutors and defense attorneys previewed on Day 2 of the trial:
Johnson called Baldwin "someone who played make-believe with a real gun and violated the cardinal rules of firearm safety" in her statement to jurors.
She spoke of how the actor asked to be given the "biggest gun available" for his role as Harland Rust -- a main character in the film -- before he arrived on set in October 2021. When he was supposed to have a training session, Johnson said, Baldwin was "running around shooting this gun" and failed to do a safety check with the film's "young" and "inexperienced" armorer, Hannah Gutierrez-Reed, who was previously sentenced to 18 months in prison for her role in Hutchins's death.
Prosecutors intend to show video during the trial of Baldwin's behavior with the weapon -- a .45 Colt revolver that was supposed to have been loaded only with dummy rounds.
On the day of the shooting, Baldwin continued to "do his own thing," Johnson said, and violated several movie set safety rules.
Prosecutors had intended to also argue that, as one of the film's producers, Baldwin had a special responsibility for on-set safety. But in a pretrial hearing Monday, Judge Mary Marlowe Sommer ruled that line of argument to be irrelevant, in part because Baldwin was only one of the film's producers.
Baldwin has maintained that he never pulled the gun's trigger when it fired, raising the question of whether it malfunctioned when Hutchins and Souza were shot during a rehearsal on Oct. 21, 2021. But prosecutors say they will bring in witnesses who will speak to the gun being in "perfect working condition" and disprove the actor's claim.
According to Johnson, representatives for the gun's manufacturer, the distribution company and "Rust" ammunition supplier Seth Kenney all found the gun to be in "perfect working order" during inspections before it was brought onto the set of the low-budget western.
The gun was functioning properly when it was examined and tested by the FBI, Johnson added, and it was only damaged during a final test to determine whether the gun could accidentally discharge.
Spiro argued that, "on a movie set, safety has to occur before the gun is placed in the actor's hands."
He said crew members, such as first assistant director Dave Halls and armorer Gutierrez-Reed -- not actors such as Baldwin -- were responsible for the set's firearm safety protocols, or lack thereof.
"There was a real bullet, something that should never be on a movie set, something which has nothing to do with making a movie," he said. "And you will hear no evidence -- not one word -- that Alec Baldwin had anything to do with that real bullet being brought onto that set."
Baldwin's scene practice on the day of the incident was being guided by Hutchins and Souza. Moments before the gun discharged, Halls had announced that it contained no live ammo by yelling, "Cold gun!" In the 911 call, the script supervisor explained that Hutchins and Souza were "accidentally shot" and that Halls was to blame.
While police and emergency medical services were on their way, "the cast and crew [were] outside trying to figure out what happened, frantic, talking to those responsible for ... safety," Spiro said. "The armorer's yelling, 'Sorry!' Halls, the first assistant director's panicked. ... Sarah Zachry, the head of props, will tell you she threw some stuff out."
Throughout his opening statement, Spiro asserted that Baldwin simply took the gun from those responsible for ensuring its safety and that gun safety checks were not part of his responsibilities as an actor.
Baldwin, in his some 40 years in the industry, hasn't made a habit of checking his guns on set, Spiro said, and union guidelines for screen actors don't call for them to carry out these checks.
"The actor's job is to act, to rehearse, to choreograph his moves, to memorize his lines," Spiro said. " ... His mind is somewhere else, in the being of another, a century away, an outlaw. He must be able to take that weapon and use it as the person he's acting would: to wave it, to point it, to pull the trigger like actors do, in ways that would be lethal in the real world, but are not lethal on a movie set."
Baldwin's behavior was completely normal to others on set, too, he added: "Nobody fathomed, imagined, foresaw any possible danger," Spiro added.
After 12 jurors and four alternates were chosen from among 70 prospective jurors on Tuesday, Santa Fe, N.M.-based lawyer John Day noted that the area's demographics will be key to how jury members interpret the case.
"It's going to be a clash of the gun culture here, where a lot of people were raised around guns and know gun safety and might be familiar with the concept that if you have a real gun, no matter who hands it to you, you're responsible for what comes out of the other end of the barrel," he said, "versus people who weren't raised here or around hunting and guns, and therefore might be more amenable to the idea that a film set is not like real life, because, on a film set they're telling you what to wear, they're combing your hair, putting on your makeup, bringing you coffee and telling you where to stand. So, when somebody hands you a gun and says this is safe to use, why do you have any reason to doubt that?"
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Pixar may find joy as 'Inside Out 2' breaks the studio's record
"Inside Out 2," which already crossed $1 billion, continues to find success at the summer box office.
By Herb Scribner | 2024-07-10

"Inside Out 2" which opened over the June 14 weekend, crossed $1.251 billion in global ticket sales as of Tuesday. (Michael Tran/AFP/Getty Images)


Pixar likely felt some joy on Wednesday as "Inside Out 2" became the animation studio's biggest film of all-time globally, surpassing the 2018 juggernaut "Incredibles 2" to snag the record.
The new film, which opened over the June 14 weekend, crossed $1.251 billion in global ticket sales as of Tuesday, according to multiple reports. That total dethroned "Incredibles 2," which held the record for the studio at $1.243 billion, based on numbers not adjusted for inflation.
Now, "Inside Out 2" has its eyes on another record -- highest-grossing animated film of all time. It currently sits behind Disney's original "Frozen" film ($1.285 billion), Illumination and Universal's "The Super Mario Bros. Movie" ($1.361 billion) and Disney's "Frozen II" ($1.453 billion).
The film could surpass "Frozen" and "Super Mario," though it's unclear whether it will claim the crown. The film has earned $48 million in South Korea, which may be a sign of how it will perform in Japan, where it has not opened yet, according to the Hollywood Reporter.
"Inside Out 2," a sequel to the 2015 film about a young girl named Riley and her emotions, who are seen as characters who help shape her decisions, saw a $155 million domestic opening weekend, exceeding expectations. After two weekends, it became the highest-grossing film of 2024 globally, according to Disney.
Pixar's latest hit isn't the only animated film to find success at the cinema this summer. Universal and Illumination's "Despicable Me 4'' has earned more than $240 million since it opened on June 30, signaling yet another family-friendly picture to capture audiences. Both were released during the summer school break and as sweltering temperatures continue to boil parts of the country.
"Inside Out 2" has been a hit with critics. The film currently boasts a 91 percent score from critics and 96 percent from audiences on Rotten Tomatoes and an "A" on CinemaScore, which calculates scores based on viewer reactions to movies soon after release. The movie has continued to raise discussions about how people handle their emotions, what it's like for teens to experience puberty and anxiety, and how adults handle such emotions as sadness, joy and nostalgia (all of which become characters in the film).
The deep run by "Inside Out 2" is welcome news for Pixar, which has been on a losing streak with its box office releases. In 2020, "Onward" struggled to gain footing as theaters shut down amid the pandemic. Pixar's "Elemental," which hit theaters in 2023, was one of the lowest box office openings of all time for the company (though it recovered slightly over time). "Lightyear," a spinoff to the "Toy Story" franchise, failed to impress critics, too.
Pixar has been teasing a renewed focus on successful franchises for its comeback tour. In June, the company's president, Jim Morris, told Bloomberg that "Inside Out 2" would be a good test run to see if storied franchises have a place in Pixar's arsenal moving forward. That said, the studio's next film, scheduled for 2025, is "Elio," an original movie about a boy who becomes an ambassador for Earth.
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The best video games of 2024 so far
"Elden Ring: Shadow of the Erdtree," "Stellar Blade," "Balatro" and "Final Fantasy VII Rebirth" make our evolving critic's list of 2024's best games.
By Gene Park | 2024-07-10

"Shadow of the Erdtree" is nearly as big as the base game of "Elden Ring," the 2022 critical hit that's already one of the biggest ever made. (Bandai Namco)


This year's game release schedule started out busy and strong, with several surprise hits and unique concepts, potentially making for a more interesting lineup than last year's long-awaited, critically acclaimed titles.
While the games industry struggles to find sustainability in growth, 2024's games showcase a healthy diversity of titles that don't lack for creativity. Here's an updating list of the best games of the year so far, ordered by most recent release.
The biggest release of the year so far might be an add-on for 2022's best game, "Elden Ring." "Shadow of the Erdtree" offers nearly as much content, adventure, weapons and enemies to fight as the gargantuan base game. And true to past FromSoftware expansions, it leaves the player with as many questions as answers.
Platforms: PC, PlayStation 5, PlayStation 4, Xbox

"Crow Country" is an homage to classic survival horror games and the early PlayStation 3D aesthetic of the 1990s. (SFB Games)


Cheers to London developer SFB Games, which can't seem to rest on its laurels with game genres. On the tails of a detective game and a party game that launched with the Nintendo Switch, the London studio successfully replicated the survival horror genre as it was in the late '90s and early 2000s. Many indie studios are honoring the harsh early-PlayStation 3D aesthetic, and "Crow Country" is among the best looking. It's an immensely rewarding experience for classic horror fans.
Platforms: PC, PlayStation 5, PlayStation 4, Xbox
In a slow year for big-budget releases, South Korean developer Shift Up sizzled on the PlayStation 5 with "Stellar Blade" and its kinetic fusion of "Dark Souls" and "Devil May Cry" action genres. Its story is a simple reskin of Christianity's creation myth, but it manages to carve out an identity of its own with level design that evokes the quaint PlayStation 3/Xbox 360 era of action games.
Platform: PlayStation 5
Surrealist yet deeply personal, "1000xResist" is a story-focused narrative adventure that imagines the immigrant experience as a science-fiction horror experience. It's all exploration and dialogue, but it's also a visually arresting mystery game as you take control of a girl named Watcher, one of six Sisters surviving a post-pandemic apocalypse, all in service to someone called AllMother. We learn about AllMother's past as a young girl as the game blends modernity with a horror storytelling experience that echoes the works of legendary game director Suda 51. Developer Sunset Visitor has made one of the most unique games in the adventure genre in decades.
Platforms: PC, Switch

Epic, large-scale battles can happen at any time or place in "Dragon's Dogma 2." (Capcom)


"Dragon's Dogma 2" may seem like a run-of-the-mill fantasy game, but no other fantasy game plays quite like this. It's part simulation, part fighting game, mixing the immediacy of high-octane action games with "The Sims" culture of messing with characters powered by artificial intelligence. These seemingly disparate goals work together to stage large-scale fantasy battles at any given point in the world, something rarely seen in any other game.
Platforms: PC, PlayStation 5, Xbox

"Unicorn Overlord" has gorgeous art and storytelling. (Vanillaware)


"Unicorn Overlord" combines overworld exploration with tactical wartime gameplay, layered with gorgeous artwork and storytelling. Every release from Vanillaware, a Japanese studio known for innovative riffs on classic genres, has the potential to be among the best in any given year, and this is no different.
Platforms: Nintendo Switch, PlayStation 5, PlayStation 4, Xbox
"Rebirth's" reimagination of "Final Fantasy VII" is, so far, the biggest story event of the year, the middle chapter of what many call one of the greatest stories in games. It's a game that evokes the golden years of Japanese role-playing games, and the best Final Fantasy game since 2001.
Platform: PlayStation 5

"Balatro" knows cheating at poker can be fun and built a whole new game around the concept. (Courtesy of LocalThunk)


Made by a lone developer called LocalThunk, "Balatro" is a brilliant power fantasy for card players. It shows us just how fun it is to actually cheat in poker. This indie darling (which has sold more than a million copies) has become addictive by combining the chase for the perfect poker hand with special powered-up cards. Creative scoring maintains the tension of a poker match, and a solid win comes with wonderful video game pageantry. Out of all the games this year, this one probably has potential for the longest life.
Platforms: PC, macOS, Nintendo Switch, PlayStation 5, PlayStation 4, Xbox

"Helldivers 2," by Sony and Arrowhead Game Studios, is a multiplayer surprise hit for PlayStation. (Sony Interactive Entertainment)


Another surprise hit, Sony and Arrowhead Game Studios created the most fun multiplayer experience in years. "Helldivers 2" lets people live out their "Starship Troopers" fantasies with simple, timeless, shoot-the-aliens gameplay. The black jungle night dotted with red eyes and lasers is a terrifying and unforgettable sight that awaits on a planet players are now calling "robot Vietnam."
Platforms: PC, PlayStation 5
Like "Street Fighter 6" last year, the latest Tekken installment is accessible to new players with beginner-friendly button combinations. "Tekken 8" also features the wackiest story mode in the fighting game genre, unafraid to experiment with other game types. When even Brian Cox is able to explain the story expertly and succinctly in five minutes, you know this one is for the newcomers.
Platforms: PC, PlayStation 5, Xbox
The Like a Dragon series (formerly called Yakuza in the United States) consistently boasts the best scripts in games, and the ninth installment is no different. This time, the Honolulu location allows for the typically minigame-obsessed series to take it to the next level. "Infinite Wealth" features complete parody games of "Animal Crossing," "Pokemon," and "Pokemon Snap," along with its usual suite of games.
Platforms: PC, PlayStation 5, PlayStation 4, Xbox
Initially mired in controversy for seemingly plagiarizing Pokemon, this indie Japanese game became the year's first viral hit in games. "Palworld" once boasted more than 2 million concurrent players. In recent months, that player base has dropped to tens of thousands. That's still a respectable audience for a surprisingly fun game that offers something Pokemon games don't: simulation-based interaction with your furry pals.
Platforms: PC, Xbox
Ubisoft is a storied games publisher that has struggled creatively in recent years. Its Montpellier, France, studio helped establish the company's rich history of games, and this release shows it hasn't lost its touch. "Prince of Persia: The Lost Crown" is a modern reimagining of creator Jordan Mechner's classic adventure, now layered with exploration on par with the Metroid series.
Platforms: PC, Nintendo Switch, PlayStation 5, PlayStation 4, Xbox
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The best pop albums of 2024 so far
Billie Eilish, Camila Cabello, Vijay Iyer and Tierra Whack make our critic's evolving list of the year's best pop music.
By Chris Richards | 2024-07-10
This year felt long before it even started, but at least 2024's best new pop recordings are making life feel full. Like so many of you, I'm currently choosing to live my "Brat" summer to the fullest -- but before that, I was having a "Bye-Bye" spring and a "Compassion" winter. Here are some of my favorite recordings of 2024 so far.
[Our critic's list of 2023's top albums]
This affirming new jazzlike album from pianist-composer Vijay Iyer -- joined by Linda May Han Oh on bass and Tyshawn Sorey on drums -- started the year in a clarifying, constructive way. Is that what "compassion" does? In part, Iyer explains it like so: "I think music is a way that we demonstrate to ourselves that we can find order, we can create it, we can defy the general entropic sense of the world, the feeling of things constantly falling apart."
Amid all the flash and fun of his Super Bowl halftime show, it was easy to forget that Usher had just dropped his best album in years. I tried to make a note of it in my halftime review, describing "Coming Home" as "an expansive and scrupulous trove of R&B songs that allow the 45-year-old to bend his voice in unexpected directions (he channels Billy Joel and Young Thug within the space of a few minutes) and then back toward wholly welcome ones (consistent "Confessions"-era precision) ... [This] album ultimately feels playful, every syllable seemingly sung through a smile."
Writing about this fabulous new Kim Gordon record back in March, I started at the start: "The curtain rises on Kim Gordon's disorienting new solo album with our protagonist reciting her packing list -- 'travel shampoo, conditioner, eyeliner, dental floss' -- over a beat seemingly sourced from the category-three gales of SoundCloud, her verses punctuated by that incessant bling-bling-bling that cars make when you leave the keys in the ignition. Body lotion? Check. Laptop cord? Check. Eventually, Gordon lands on the song's titular line: 'Bye-bye.' Where's she going? In isolation, the song evokes escape. But as an album starter, 'Bye Bye' makes Gordon sound like she's entering an entirely new zone of expression."

Kendrick Lamar performs at "The Pop Out -- Ken & Friends," on Juneteenth at the Kia Forum in Inglewood, Calif. (Timothy Norris/Getty Images)


Charli XCX recently dropped a terrific song contemplating the possibility of motherhood, but on this young Danish composer's stark new album, "Great Doubt," you'll find an even better one called "Do You Wanna." From my review: "The song finds Sonne asking the big question -- 'Do you wanna have a baby?' -- at least two different ways. At the outset, it's something like a blunt-force pickup line, drained of solicitousness, flirtatiousness or anything resembling desire. 'You look at me,' Sonne sings, sounding like Sade after an extra Xanax. 'Do you wanna have a baby?' Then the drumbeat -- hi-hat ticking like a clock; kick drum pounding like a headache -- drops out, and Sonne retreats into her own mind. 'I think to myself, "Do you wanna have a baby?" Her voice sounds every bit as cool and matter-of-fact as before. Maybe we've been inside her head the entire time."
Did one of country music's finest voices go Goop-core? From my review: "Feel free to wince a little upon hearing that Kacey Musgraves is now singing about the holistic benefits of moon bathing and jade bracelets, but please know that unlike other recent pop albums that dabble in wellness woo-woo -- Lorde's 'Solar Power,' FKA twigs's 'Caprisongs' -- the singer's new record, 'Deeper Well,' totally gets away with it. Why? Because Musgraves is a country star who ultimately believes in Willie Nelson more than astrology, tarot or Goop. She knows that the greatest country songs ever written aim to provide tidy answers to the thorniest questions of existence."
As per my review, don't miss this Philadelphia rapper's spirited sophomore album, and definitely don't miss the "Shower Song," "surely the greatest rap cut ever written about the virtues of daily hygiene. 'I sound great when I'm singing in the shower,' Whack announces over an electro-boogie bass line that refuses to spin down the drain. 'Soap and water give me powers.' It's as simple and playful as a children's song, but it also speaks to that mysterious surge in confidence we manage to summon in routine states of naked vulnerability -- a confidence that not only allows us to sing out loud but to love what we hear."

Tierra Whack performs at December's "LiveWired at the Midway" concert in San Francisco. (Kimberly White/Getty Images)


After decades of missed connections, I finally got into the Pet Shop Boys this spring -- and lucky for me, the legendary pop duo happened to be dropping a new album. I wrote: "Aptly, artfully, hilariously, they've named that new album 'Nonetheless,' continuing an unbroken tradition of one-word album titles that often serve as meta-commentary on the state of the group. 'Nonetheless' is an irrefutable pop album, mindful of its details, aware of its handsomeness, with [singer Neill] Tennant musing on obsolescence, coming of age, isolation, communion, devotion, loss and the sublime pleasures of pop itself -- pop songs about pop songs from two minds who have earned their place on that Mobius loop."
We didn't need Kendrick Lamar to send one of the most thrilling cuts of his career to the very top of the pop charts to know that he won his springtime beef with Drake. We heard "Not Like Us" -- and "Euphoria," and "Meet the Grahams," and "6:16 in LA" (not a proper album, but certainly the most exciting bundle of rap songs released this year) -- in real time. In the heat of that moment, I wrote: "Through a mix of oblique references and gnarly straight-talk, Kendrick has packed layers of diabolical insults into these songs -- but he understands that it's all music. His shifts in tone, timbre and form make him easier to listen to and harder to criticize. He's a moving target, playing offense and defense simultaneously, sinking all the way into his ugliest, most vengeful feelings and allowing them to evolve his art."
From my review: "It feels too early to draw a bright pink line through Billie Eilish's recording career, but do we really have a choice? Her obliterating ballad from last summer's 'Barbie' soundtrack, 'What Was I Made For?,' felt so delicately inventive and deeply existential that it automatically split her songbook into before-and-after. So into the post-pink we go with 'Hit Me Hard and Soft,' a new album that finds Eilish singing in exponentially more exquisite detail, making her melodized whispers work like steamrollers, roller coasters, pneumatic jackhammers, bombs bursting in air, hard and soft for real."

Camila Cabello performs on day four of the Glastonbury Festival in Glastonbury, England, in June. (Joe Maher/Getty Images)


"This is a really strange record," said Will Oldham (a.k.a. Bonnie "Prince" Billy) when asked about this album, in which the underground singer-songwriter and his collaborators take two songs from the mystical Baltimore punk band Lungfish and stretch them out in the direction of forever. "There are artists right now writing songs at the minimum length for streaming services, people writing these 30-second songs, and here we are, idiotically doing the exact opposite ... 'Let's put out these 20-minute songs and double down on the things that we understand have value.'"
I promise to write a proper review when Charli XCX's tour comes my way this fall, but for now, yes, I'm currently having a "Brat" summer as glorious as yours. This has to be one of the most viscerally energizing albums to land on popland in a minute, huh? The sweet-tart mood; the titanium vocal melodies; the retro-futuristic studio gloss; all the attitudinal eye-rolling, which feels rooted in a genuine anger at the world (but might ultimately be sullied by vague, edgelord-curious sensibilities) -- to quote a particular Charli-penned song of yore, "I don't care, I love it."
So this is her self-described "weird" album? In a review of "C,XOXO" I noted that for nearly any pop star, "declaring yourself weird is proof that you're not." But Cabello's lead single here, "I Luv It," feels strange enough to feel like the truth: "First, a synth line seesaws like hurricane floodwater sloshing against a sliding patio door. Before long, Cabello gets stuck in the titular refrain like a nervous tic. Then, the cherub choir from Gucci Mane's 'Lemonade' floats down from heaven in the form of a sample. Then, Playboi Carti saunters out of a parallel dimension and into his guest verse. By now, Cabello's new thesis is all but written in the sky: We will know true pleasure by how strange it feels."
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In first LP, Frances Forever creates galaxies all their own
The "Space Girl" singer brings their new tracks to the Atlantis on Monday.
By Sophia Solano | 2024-07-10

Frances Forever. (Danica Robinson)


Frances Forever likes the bubbly synth line featured in their track "Nobody's Daughter" because it makes them feel like they're underwater. The song, released last month on the 25-year-old indie pop artist's debut album, isn't about drowning as much as it's about disappearing, like a genderless sea creature in a great expanse of darkness: "Don't wanna be somebody's daughter/ I wanna live under the water/ Where no one can call me 'her.'"
That whimsical escapism connects the songs on "Lockjaw," despite a range of personal topics -- their therapy assignments, severe bouts of romantic pining or, in the case of "Nobody's Daughter," their nonbinary identity. The singer-songwriter, whose real name is Frances Garrett, says that their penchant for fantastical getaway plans comes from dissociating and "not feeling quite right" in their body.
"It definitely helps to write about that feeling," Garrett says on a Zoom call from their Boston home. "It's almost like a sort of daydream."
We're chatting on the day their album drops, so even Garrett's sadder comments have a triumphant undertone -- the 11-song debut had been in the works for three years, and Garrett has spent its first hours of life celebrating with collaborators and watching fans react. The singles they released as a part of the record's promotion were upbeat and slightly silly, about getting hit on by creepy dudes in a Trader Joe's or their deep-seated desire to live as a troll under a bridge. "I wanted to hook [fans] with the fun summer bops and then make them feel a little something," they say, referring to the album's heavier themes.

Frances Forever. (Danica Robinson)


It's a tactic Garrett has long employed, layering lyrical sadness, longing or anxiety over peppy, bedroom pop beats (often literally made in closets and friends' apartments). That was, for many fans, most apparent on "Space Girl," the pandemic-era earworm that launched Garrett into the cosmos of TikTok stardom and came with its own cute dance trend.
Though they say they can't listen to the song anymore, it did help them gain almost half a million TikTok followers. For Garrett, that visibility comes with drawbacks, like vitriol from transphobic commenters.
"It's very weird to be perceived by so many people online," they say. "It's nice to sort of think about yourself in the context of how big the world is, like climbing a mountain and just feeling so small. It's beautiful to have that contextually in my brain, because I'm always writing songs about myself and what I feel internally. It can feel very self-obsessed sometimes."
With "Lockjaw," they've channeled that attitude into fantasies that feel both playful and hollowing; on album closer "Jupiter," they sing: "Float up to space/ Taking Jupiter's place/ Touch down, escape/ Disappear in the haze." But since cosmic journeys are out of their reach (for now), they're settling for a tour -- their first string of headlining shows began this week.
They're excited, they say, to bring their new sound to audiences across the United States; in this first full-length album, Garrett veered from the DIY pop that defined their early works in favor of raging guitar breaks and a full band sound, complete, on a few tracks, with strings.
"Because 'Space Girl' got big during covid, I didn't really think about what a live show would be like," they say. "When I started touring, I was like, 'I wish I had a song with a giant guitar solo, or a song that people could jump up and down to and sing this one phrase over and over.' I tried to add those little bits in the album specifically for the live show, because touring is kind of, like, the reason to make music."
July 15 at 6:30 p.m. at the Atlantis, 2047 Ninth St. NW. theatlantis.com. $20.
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D.C.'s 'ugliest' brutalist buildings -- and how architects would fix them
In Washington, brutalism is widespread -- and widely despised. In a new exhibition at the National Building Museum, architects reimagine the city's concrete giants.
By Michael O'Sullivan | 2024-07-10

"Weaver Building," Ty Cole. (Ty Cole)


Brutalism, the minimalist architectural style that takes its name from beton brut (French for "raw concrete"), might as well describe the violent reaction it inspires in some people. That's especially true in Washington, where the style is widespread -- and widely despised. A 2023 analysis by the British building materials company Buildworld, for example, claims the FBI headquarters is the ugliest building in the country, and the second ugliest in the world.
The feeling of disgust is not universal.
As noted in the wall text for "Capital Brutalism," a new exhibition at the National Building Museum that examines the love/hate relationship this city has with one of its defining architectural styles, some folks simply adore it. As evidence, the museum cites a 2021 Washington Post article, "Brutalist buildings aren't unlovable. You're looking at them wrong." (Full disclosure: I edited that story.)
A lover of brutalism might blanch to learn that the museum has gathered proposals from six architecture firms for reimagining six of our most polarizing buildings. But why fix something that ain't broke?

Exhibition view of the National Building Museum's "Capital Brutalism." (National Building Museum)


Almost all the buildings featured here are at least 50 years old. Most are out of favor with both contemporary tastes and technology, and are showing signs of age. Widespread office vacancies in the era since covid have left parts of federal Washington a ghost town. But tearing down and rebuilding ugly or underused structures generates carbon emissions.
As the exhibition notes, the most sustainable building is one that already exists. The show asks: How about a refresh rather than a demolition?
Along with the proposals, "Capital Brutalism" includes gorgeous architectural portraits of brutalist buildings by Ty Cole. It's a fascinating, sometimes tongue-in-cheek look at sites the show calls the past, present and potential future of brutalism in Washington.
451 Seventh St. SW

"Weaver Building," Ty Cole. (Ty Cole)


Year completed: 1968.
Lead architect: Marcel Breuer.
Fun fact: The Department of Housing and Urban Development headquarters was the first federal building in the country to be made of precast concrete.
What's wrong with it? Former HUD secretary Jack Kemp once described the building's dismal interiors as "10 floors of basement."

"Reimagining the Robert C. Weaver Federal Building," 2023, by the firm Brooks + Scarpa. (Brooks + Scarpa)


Can it be fixed? The architecture firm Brooks + Scarpa proposes surgically removing the core of the building, leaving its curved exterior wings, which form an X shape when viewed from above. About half the building would become affordable housing, the rest offices. A new central garden would be shared by residents and workers.
1000 Independence Ave. SW

"Splitting for Difference, Reimagining the Forrestal Building," 2024, by the firm Studio Gang. (Studio Gang)


Year completed: 1969.
Lead architect: David R. Dibner.
Fun fact: Home to the Department of Energy since 1978, the building was originally built for the Department of Defense as a "Little Pentagon."
What's wrong with it? The 760-foot-wide building spans 10th Street like a giant billboard, obscuring views of L'Enfant Promenade.
Can it be fixed? Studio Gang also suggests some pruning: Remove a chunk of the building's midsection, capping the ends with natural wood, windows that open and balconies to create housing. Once removed, the 96 precast concrete facade panels could be upcycled for use on other buildings.
3700 O St. NW

"Lauinger Library," Ty Cole. (Ty Cole)


Year completed: 1970.
Lead architect: John Carl Warnecke.
Fun fact: The dark gray of Georgetown University's library mimics the stones used to build nearby Healy Hall: Potomac gneiss ashlar.
What's wrong with it? Cole, the show's architectural photographer, called this ungainly structure a "friendly monster."
Can it be fixed? Three fourth-year architecture students from the University of Nevada at Las Vegas envision a facelift rather than a reinvention. The plan would slice corridors through the building like a birthday cake, preserving its function as a library, with design guided by Jesuit principles of social justice, simple living, spirituality and community.
Independence Avenue and Seventh Street SW

"Reimagining the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden: The Seasonal Inflatable 'Bubble,'" 2009, an unbuilt project by the firm Diller Scofidio + Renfro. (Diller Scofidio + Renfro)


Year completed: 1974.
Lead architect: Gordon Bunshaft.
Fun fact: Smithsonian Secretary S. Dillon Ripley acknowledged that the doughnut-shaped museum was controversial but felt that some aesthetic debate was appropriate for its contents: modern art.
What's wrong with it? Its north-facing, slit-like window has been likened to a gun turret. "That is not a particularly friendly comment," critic Paul Goldberger wrote in the New York Times, "but then, this is not a particularly friendly building."
Can it be fixed? Unlike other reimaginings offered for this show, Diller Scofidio + Renfro's "Bubble" -- a temporary inflatable event space designed to bulge out from the doughnut hole and outdoor plaza -- was actually going to be built, until budget overruns killed the project in 2013. The Hirshhorn is currently renovating its sculpture garden, with changes that will make the museum more accessible.
935 Pennsylvania Ave. NW

"FBI Building," Ty Cole. (Ty Cole)


Year completed: Circa 1974.
Lead architect: Stanislaw Gladych.
Fun fact: Architect Nathaniel Owings, chairman of the Pennsylvania Avenue Advisory Council, originally wanted retail shops on the ground level.
What's wrong with it? The 2.8-million-square-foot home of the FBI takes up two combined city blocks. Critic Wolf Von Eckardt called it the "perfect stage set for a dramatization of George Orwell's '1984.'"

"Reimagining the Hoover Building: Office Building of the Future -- Hackable Buildings," 2012, by the firm Gensler. (Gensler)


Can it be fixed? Gensler, an architecture firm known for its philosophy of "hackable" buildings, proposes putting a soccer field on top and repurposing offices as big-box retail and a hotel.
200 Independence Ave. SW

"Humphrey Building," Ty Cole. (Ty Cole)


Year completed: Circa 1977.
Lead architect: Marcel Breuer.
Fun fact: Six office floors are suspended from a horizontal truss supported by columns that rise to the building's penthouse level, creating the illusion of a floating monolith.
What's wrong with it? Critic Benjamin Forgey called the Department of Health and Human Services headquarters a "fortresslike structure, removed from the life of the streets."

"Reimagining the Humphrey Building: The Temple of Play," 2023, by the firm BLDUS, including Andrew Linn, Jack Becker, Adam Ainslie, Chris Parschalk and Theo Morrow. (BLDUS)


Can it be fixed? In perhaps the most fanciful of the Building Museum's reimaginings of underused office space, the D.C.-based architecture film BLDUS suggests creating a Cabinet-level department called the Department of Play. Capped by a giant pyramid, the new Temple of Play would be filled with tube slides transporting visitors from one level to the next, like something imagined by Willy Wonka. Is it plausible? Maybe not. But architects can dream, can't they?
National Building Museum, 401 F St. NW. 202-272-2448. nbm.org.
Dates: Through Feb 17.
Admission: $10; $7 for seniors, students and children; free for members and children under 3.
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