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      Breaking News

      
        Bangladesh protest death toll reaches 32
        DHAKA - Thousands of students armed with sticks and rocks clashed with armed police in Dhaka on Thursday as Bangladesh authorities cut some mobile internet services to quell anti-job quota protests that have killed at least 32 people this week.

      

      
        Succession a top priority for Thai family businesses
        The second generation of Thai family businesses has a higher succession rate than the global average, but digital expertise remains a critical requirement for them, according to Kasikornbank (KBank).

      

      
        Medical council disputes senator's 'specialist' claim
        The Medical Council of Thailand is moving to charge embattled senator Keskamol Pleansamai for claiming to be a skin and beauty specialist without certification.

      

      
        CP Foods denies link to invasive fish
        CP Foods (CPF), part of the Charoen Pokphand agribusiness conglomerate, has denied any involvement in the spread of invasive blackchin tilapia in the country.

      

      
        Butterbear enlisted to lure Chinese visitors
        Butterbear, one of the country's most popular mascots, will be introduced as a new presenter for Thai tourism next month, aiming to lure at least 10% of 1 million Chinese fans to follow tourism activities in Thailand.

      

      
        Six academics sacked for research paper fraud
        Six academics from three Thai universities have been sacked and eight others are being investigated for&nbsp;research paper fraud, according to the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation (MHESI).

      

      
        Fertiliser subsidy hurts farmers, say MPs
        Many government and opposition MPs have strongly objected to a cabinet-approved fertiliser subsidy programme costing 30 billion baht and intended to help 4.68 million rice farmers, saying it must be revised.

      

      
        Arrest made in killing of Chinese TikToker
        A Chinese man wanted for the murder of the Chinese TikTok influencer Yan Ruimin, whose body was found dumped in Chachoengsao on Saturday, has been arrested in Hong Kong, Thai police said on Thursday.

      

      
        Runaway horses killed on highway
        NAKHON PATHOM: Two horses were found dead on Thursday morning after being struck by vehicles on a highway in Samphran district, just west of Bangkok. They had broken out of their stall in a nearby caf&eacute;, leading to two additional crashes.

      

      
        Fire at shopping centre in China kills 16
        BEIJING - Sixteen people were killed in a fire at a department store in Sichuan province in China's southwest on Wednesday evening, state media said on Thursday.
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                  Bangladesh protest death toll reaches 32                

                Government willing to talk to angry students about job quotas, minister says
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                                DHAKA - Thousands of students armed with sticks and rocks clashed with armed police in Dhaka on Thursday as Bangladesh authorities cut some mobile internet services to quell anti-job quota protests that have killed at least 32 people this week.
The nationwide agitation, the biggest since Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina was re-elected for a fourth time, is fuelled by high unemployment among young people, with nearly a fifth of the 170 million population out of work or education.

Protesters are demanding the state stop setting aside 30% of government jobs for families of those who fought in the 1971 war of independence from Pakistan.

At least 25 people were killed on Thursday in addition to seven killed earlier in the week, according to a tally of casualty figures from hospitals. The dead on Thursday included a bus driver whose body was brought to a hospital with a bullet wound to his chest, a rickshaw-puller and three students, officials told Reuters.

Hundreds more were injured as police fired tear gas and rubber bullets to break up protesters who torched vehicles, police posts and other establishments, witnesses said.

Law Minister Anisul Huq said the government was willing to hold talks with the protesters, but they refused, saying "discussions and opening fire do not go hand in hand".

"We cannot trample over dead bodies to hold discussions. Discussions could have taken place earlier," protest co-ordinator Nahid Islam told Reuters.

Hasina, the daughter of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who led Bangladesh to independence, has so far rejected the demands of the protesters.

Earlier, police fired tear gas to scatter protesters near a Dhaka university campus and authorities cut some mobile internet services to limit the demonstrations.

Police also fired tear gas to disperse stone-throwing students who blocked a highway in the southern port city of Chittagong.

The US Embassy in Dhaka closed on Thursday and advised its citizens to avoid demonstrations and large gatherings. The Indian embassy issued a similar advisory.

Authorities had shut all public and private universities indefinitely from Wednesday and sent riot police and the Border Guard paramilitary force to university campuses to keep order.

The Supreme Court on Aug 7 will hear the government's appeal against a High Court ruling that ordered the reinstatement of the quota. Hasina has asked the students to be patient until the ruling.

Rights groups such as Amnesty International, as well as the United Nations and the United States have urged Bangladesh to protect peaceful protesters from violence.
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                  Succession a top priority for Thai family businesses                

                Succession rate of Thai second generation tops global average, but digital skills will be crucial
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                                The second generation of Thai family businesses has a higher succession rate than the global average, but digital expertise remains a critical requirement for them, according to Kasikornbank (KBank).
KBank offers its private banking services to around 12,000 high-net-worth individuals, 90% of whom are in family businesses, according to Perapat Reinprayoon, head of private banking for wealth planning and non-capital markets.

Around 50-60% of these families are preparing to transfer their businesses to the next generation, he said.

According to Mr Perapat, 85-90% of the bank's second-generation customers plan to take over their family businesses, a significantly higher proportion than in other regional markets such as Hong Kong and Singapore, where the succession rate is around 50%.

Globally, the succession rate for family businesses has been declining, posing a threat to their survival. Global data show that the survival rate of family businesses drops dramatically across generations: 30% for the second generation, 12% for the third, and just 3% for the fourth.

Mr Perapat noted that Thai family businesses are actively preparing for the transition to the next generation, leading to an increased demand for advisory services. In response, KBank Private Banking has introduced a new service focused on family business transformation for sustainable growth and stability.

The new service includes guidance on business direction, workflow, internal controls, human resources, and accounting and tax matters. KBank is also collaborating with several experts to meet the specific needs of their clients.

The next generation of Thai family business leaders primarily seeks decision-making authority and professional internal management capabilities as key conditions for succession.

At the same time, the first generation expects their successors to support digital transformation efforts.

"However, the mindset of the first generation of Thai family businesses is shifting, allowing their children more independence in choosing careers or starting their own businesses," Mr Perapat said.

As a result, families have to explore options to sustain their businesses, such as hiring professional managers instead of relying solely on family members. In such cases, the next generation must learn to be effective shareholders, he said.

KBank Private Banking aims for 12-15% growth in assets under management in the family business area, and targets 17% growth over the next few years.
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                  Medical council disputes senator's 'specialist' claim                

                Questions continue over qualifications claimed by Dr Keskamol Pleansamai
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                                The Medical Council of Thailand is moving to charge embattled senator Keskamol Pleansamai for claiming to be a skin and beauty specialist without certification.
At a meeting on July 12, the council's board determined that Dr Keskamol had violated Section 32 of the Medical Professions Act for publicly describing herself as a skincare specialist without being certified, according to a source familiar with the case.

Dr Ittaporn Kanacharoen, the council's secretary-general, was assigned to look into Dr Keskamol's claims, and whether or not they constitute an ethical violation under council regulations.

The board will discuss the matter on Aug 8.

According to a post by Dr Ittaporn on Facebook on Thursday, out of the 76,000 doctors in the country, 40,000 are certified specialists in various fields.

Those who graduated with a medical degree are considered general practitioners, and cannot claim any specialist distinction without further certification by the relevant authorities.

Under Section 44 of the Medical Professions Act, doctors who falsely claim to be a specialist in a particular field face up to a year in prison and a 10,000-baht fine. The council will also revoke their licences, he wrote.

Dr Keskamol, 46, holds a medical degree from Rangsit University, one of the few items in her CV that has been verified. Her other claims of multiple graduate degrees and a professorship have come under daily attack by social media sleuths.

Her claim of a PhD from California University Foreign Credentials Evaluation (FCE) Institution, which only issues certificates, has been especially well documented.

The owner of four beauty clinics with a large online following, Dr Keskamol said earlier that when she ran for the Senate, she chose to compete in the Freelance Workers group, rather than the Public Health group because the latter featured many well-known people.

Meanwhile, her lawyer, Decha Kittiwittayanan, has responded to the accusations that the senator faked her education profile.

He said Dr Keskamol is a doctoral candidate at Maejo University in Chiang Mai, adding that she never claimed to have graduated.

Maejo University confirmed that she was registered in the three-year doctoral programme in the Faculty of Agricultural Production and is now a second-year student.

Mr Deja blamed the media for inaccurately reporting her profile.

As for claims that she misled the public into believing she was a student at the National Institute of Development Administration (Nida), Mr Decha said his client was visiting the institute as a part of her doctoral research programme.
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                  CP Foods denies link to invasive fish                

                Fisheries department finds records of blackchin tilapia exports by 11 other firms a decade ago
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                                CP Foods (CPF), part of the Charoen Pokphand agribusiness conglomerate, has denied any involvement in the spread of invasive blackchin tilapia in the country.
The company also said it was not the only importer of the fish, which the Department of Fisheries has confirmed. A check of its records showed that 11 companies had exported the fish to 17 countries about a decade ago.

Prasit Boondoungprasert, chief executive of CPF, said on Thursday that the company imported the fish for research in December 2010 but scrapped the project a month later after they grew weak and died.

"That happened 14 years ago. How does the spread [of the invasive fish] have anything to do with us?" he asked.

"We are a big company, and we have to follow the proper procedures. We have import documents. But I don't know who else also imported the fish in large numbers. About 50,000 to 60,000 fish were also exported each year [from Thailand]," he said, adding that blackchin tilapia were raised as ornamental fish between 2013 and 2015.

Mr Prasit insisted the company had sent documents regarding the disposal of the fish to the Department of Fisheries. He was responding to the department's claim that it did not receive such documents from the company.

The department gave CPF a permit to import 2,000 blackchin tilapia from Ghana in 2010 for research purposes in Samut Songkhram province.

CPF told the department the fish had died within three weeks of being brought to Thailand and had been buried.

But local residents later reported catching the alien species in shrimp farms and waterways in the province before their presence expanded. They have now been found in 16 provinces, including Bangkok, Rayong in the East and Nakhon Si Thammarat in the South. As their population grew, native fish species started decreasing in numbers.

DNA tests conducted by the department confirmed all the fish came from the same parent stock.

Bancha Sukkaew, the chief of the department, said on Thursday that its staff had found that about 230,000 blackchin tilapia were shipped by 11 exporters to 17 countries between 2013 and 2016.

However, exporting the fish was banned in 2018, he said. The fish were not a protected species so breeders may have taken them from natural sources, he added.

Mr Bancha also said the department had asked CPF to send documents related to its disposal of the fish but had yet to receive them.

The department has estimated that it will now take three years to bring the blackchin tilapia under control, using genetic modification to produce infertile offspring.

Male specimens will be genetically modified so they can mate and produce infertile fry, Mr Bancha said on Wednesday. At least 250,000 will be released over 15 months starting in December at the latest, he added.
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                  Butterbear enlisted to lure Chinese visitors                

                Popular homegrown mascot to star in promotional videos featuring famous Thai attractions
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                                Butterbear, one of the country's most popular mascots, will be introduced as a new presenter for Thai tourism next month, aiming to lure at least 10% of 1 million Chinese fans to follow tourism activities in Thailand.
The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) is aiming to attract 8 million arrivals this year from a Chinese outbound market estimated to reach 130 million. Almost 11 million Chinese visited Thailand in 2019.

Nithee Sriprae, deputy governor of marketing communications at the TAT, said the campaign with the latest internet sensation -- Butterbear -- is aimed at creating travel motivation, as the bear draws thousands of new fans each week.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin last week took to social media to praise the home-grown Butterbear as an inspirational figure that could entice people to travel.

Every weekend, local and international tourists flock to the Butterbear store to watch the bear's dancing show and queue for photographs with the mascot at the EmSphere shopping mall in Bangkok.

The queues reportedly start as early as 4.30am as devoted fans want to have their picture taken with Butterbear during the photo activity period, which starts at 2pm. Butterbear was recently invited by the luxury brand Gucci to visit its exhibition.

Mr Nithee said the promotional campaign with Butterbear would last for 3-6 months, starting in August.

The agency will start filming productions, taking Butterbear to famous tourism spots and taking part in activities, such as shopping and dining, visiting the Temple of Dawn and Song Wat, the old trading quarter, which was recently listed among the 40 coolest neighbourhoods in the world by Time Out magazine.

Along with promo videos, the agency will encourage Butterbear to engage in activities by offering promotions and lucky draws.

The TAT hopes the campaign can reach 20% of Butterbear's fanbase, both in Thailand and overseas.

The campaign with Butterbear will also respond to a Chinese market trend in which female tourists accounted for 69% of customised outbound tours in 2023.

Earlier this month, the agency launched the Chinese art toy mascot Labubu as another tourism promoter with the goal to sell at least 20,000 tour packages to Labubu's fans in China.

As soon as the partnership with Pop Mart -- the official merchandiser of Labubu -- was announced in June, netizens started urging the TAT to consider picking up Butterbear as well.

In the year to July 15, Thailand welcomed 3.7 million Chinese travellers. The target of 8 million is still within reach if high-season demand at the end of the year is very strong.

The TAT says there is still a chance to draw more Chinese visitors if seat capacity increases, particularly from the western part of the mainland, where it says the majority of outbound tourists from Sichuan (26%), Chongqing (25%) and Shaanxi (33%) have indicated a preference to visit Thailand this year.
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                  Six academics sacked for research paper fraud                

                Eight others being investigated as ministry seeks to crack down on fakery
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                                Six academics from three Thai universities have been sacked and eight others are being investigated for research paper fraud, according to the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation (MHESI).
Three lecturers from Khon Kaen University were terminated and will also face criminal charges, according to the ministry.

Also fired were two lecturers from Chiang Mai University (CMU) and one from Chulabhorn Royal Academy, deputy permanent secretary Supachai Pathumnakul said on Thursday.

An investigation into allegations of phoney research papers involving 109 academics from 33 universities stemmed from a report in August last year saying that a CMU lecturer had purchased his paper for 30,000 baht.

The investigation found five websites offering the service to buyers. It also found 14 lecturers, including a former high-ranking executive of Thaksin University, were involved in committing fraud, Mr Supachai said.

Minister Supamas Isarabhakdi said a committee has been set up to look into the issue and its members have already met with administrators of the universities in question.

The committee, chaired by Mr Supachai, has demanded the universities submit evidence within 15 days.

The investigation is expected to be concluded next month, she said.

The ministry will enforce strict measures to determine the criteria, methods and periods of disclosure and submission of higher education data to prevent such acts from happening again, she added.

Universities are required to submit the educational data of their graduates to the ministry to be verified, she said.
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                  Fertiliser subsidy hurts farmers, say MPs                

                Government and opposition members alike criticise co-payment requirement
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                                Many government and opposition MPs have strongly objected to a cabinet-approved fertiliser subsidy programme costing 30 billion baht and intended to help 4.68 million rice farmers, saying it must be revised.
The issue was raised by Korrawee Prissananantakul, a Bhumjaithai MP for Ang Thong, at a House meeting on Thursday. Bhumjaithai is the second-largest party in the coalition led by the Pheu Thai Party, but members of the latter have also criticised the plan, along with the opposition Democrat party, 

Mr Korrawee said that even though the fertiliser subsidy programme is intended to help cut farmers' costs, most farmers in Ang Thong, a key rice-growing province in the Central Plains, disapprove of the co-pay requirement.

There are hidden difficulties and disadvantages, he added.

"These farmers have asked me to tell the government to have this programme revised," he said. "And if possible, they would be happy to see the previous subsidy programme, which offered them 1,000 baht per rai, brought back."

Under the planned subsidy programme, farmers would receive at most 500 baht of subsidies per rai, or up to 10,000 baht per household, he said.

However, farmers would be required to pay half the costs of their fertiliser upfront, he said.

"If the government really means well, it should terminate this co-payment scheme and continue with the 1,000 baht per-rai scheme," he said.

Thinnaphon Sitharet, a Pheu Thai MP for Kalasin, said many farmers in his province were worried because they do not have the money to pay fertiliser sellers upfront.

Kalasin farmers are also urging the government to stick to the previous subsidy programmed, in which they were paid 1,000 baht per rai -- a full amount -- to be used to buy fertilisers, he said.

"Farmers [in Kalasin](#) want me to relay to the agriculture minister their call for the revision of the new subsidy programme," he said.

Sanong Thep-aksonnarong, a Bhumjaithai MP for Buri Ram, said the programme would prompt many farmers to take out loans and thus incur more debt as they must first find the cash to pay for fertiliser.

Winai Phattharaprasit, a Bhumjaithai MP for Phichit, said he had received a written complaint from a group of rice farmers in Wang Sai Phun district.

The group is also calling for the return of the previous 1,000 baht per-rai subsidy programme, he said.

The new programme is also prone to corruption as it will involve a middleman who will be handling transactions, unlike in the previous programme in which money was transferred directly to farmers, said Saksit Khaothong, a Democrat MP for Songkhla.

Agriculture Minister Thamanat Prompow has assigned the permanent secretary for the ministry to speed up discussions with other officials to decide on the fate of the scheme.


	Editorial: Farm plan won't work
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                  Arrest made in killing of Chinese TikToker                

                Suspect last seen with Yan Ruimin picked up in Hong Kong, extradition being discussed
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                                A Chinese man wanted for the murder of the Chinese TikTok influencer Yan Ruimin, whose body was found dumped in Chachoengsao on Saturday, has been arrested in Hong Kong, Thai police said on Thursday.
Hong Kong police arrested Ma Qinyan after Thai authorities sought help from Interpol, said Pol Maj Gen Noppasil Poolsawat, deputy chief of the Metropolitan Police Bureau in Bangkok.

Mr Ma was subsequently sent to the mainland, where Chinese authorities have begun liaising with Thai police. The police Foreign Affairs Division is handling the case according to the extradition treaty between the two countries, said Pol Maj Gen Noppasil.

A DNA test on Wednesday confirmed that the body found in Chachoengsao on July 13 was that of Yan, said Pol Col Thammasak Saraboon, commander of the Bang Rak police station in Bangkok.

The Institute of Forensic Medicine compared the DNA sample from the body with one given by the missing woman's father and they matched, he said. 

Police subsequently obtained a warrant from the Bangkok South Criminal Court for the arrest of Mr Ma on charges of murder and concealment of a body. An international arrest warrant was also sought.  

Mr Ma appeared in CCTV video on July 1 in Bangkok as the last person seen with Yan, 38. He was later seen in a deserted area of tambon Bang Phra in Muang district of Chachoengsao early on July 3. The body was found there 11 days later.

Authorities began the search after Chinese national Cai Boxuan told police at the Bang Rak station on July 12 that his friend Yan was missing.

Yan was active on TikTok as well as Xiaohongshu, often referred to as the Chinese version of Instagram, with about 11,000 followers.

The last time Mr Cai heard from her was on June 30, when she told him that she was planning to go to Phuket on July 2.

According to earlier reports, Mr Ma had rented a car in Bangkok on June 30.

On July 1, Yan was seen getting into the car at Times Square near Sukhumvit Soi 12. Security camera video showed the car heading to Sukhumvit Soi 16. The following day, the car left the Sukhumvit 16 address and travelled to Chon Buri.

Around 2am on July 3, the car appeared in Chachoengsao before Yan's telephone signal went dead in a public park near Wat Sothon Wararam Worawihan in Muang district.

Mr Ma checked out of his Bangkok hotel later that day and flew to Hong Kong.

Police examined video from cameras along the route to Chachoengsao, focusing on locations where the rental car had stopped.

A check of the car's GPS showed that it travelled to a fish farm in Muang district.

At one location, police found an item of burned luggage believed to have belonged to the missing woman. The search eventually led them to the site where they found the body parts.

[image: ]
Murder suspect Ma Qinyan was the last person seen with Yan Ruimin, who went missing on July 2. Her body was found 11 days later. (Photo supplied/Wassayos Ngamkham)
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                  Runaway horses killed on highway                

                Two animals has escaped from fenced stall at cafe on western outskirts of Bangkok
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                                NAKHON PATHOM: Two horses were found dead on Thursday morning after being struck by vehicles on a highway in Samphran district, just west of Bangkok. They had broken out of their stall in a nearby cafe, leading to two additional crashes.
A van and a car collided with the horses in the Bangkok-bound lane of Borommaratchachonnani Road at 7.30am. The van was subsequently rear-ended by two other cars. One of the cars hit the van after colliding with a horse.

Preedalak Jinda, the owner of the horses, said the stallions aged 10 and 11 years had escaped from The Frog Prince Cafe on Borommaratchachonnani Road, about 4km west of Phutthamonthon Park on the western outskirts of Bangkok.

They were normally obedient in their fenced corral, she said. However, they might have broken out because they were frightened by something, she added.

The incident resulted in heavy traffic during the morning rush hour.
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                  Fire at shopping centre in China kills 16                
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                                BEIJING - Sixteen people were killed in a fire at a department store in Sichuan province in China's southwest on Wednesday evening, state media said on Thursday.
The fire broke out in a 14-storey building in a high-tech zone of the city of Zigong, shrouding the vicinity with thick smoke, according to the Xinhua news agency.

Overnight rescue work ended at 3am (1900 GMT on Wednesday), state broadcaster CCTV said.

Preliminary investigation showed the fire was due to construction operations. Further investigation was underway to identify the specific cause of the fire.

						

							
						


Smoke billows into the sky as fire engulfs a shopping centre, in the city of Zigong, Sichuan, China, on Thursday.
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                                The Medical Council of Thailand is moving to charge embattled senator Keskamol Pleansamai for claiming to be a skin and beauty specialist without certification.
At a meeting on July 12, the council's board determined that Dr Keskamol had violated Section 32 of the Medical Professions Act for publicly describing herself as a skincare specialist without being certified, according to a source familiar with the case.

Dr Ittaporn Kanacharoen, the council's secretary-general, was assigned to look into Dr Keskamol's claims, and whether or not they constitute an ethical violation under council regulations.

The board will discuss the matter on Aug 8.

According to a post by Dr Ittaporn on Facebook on Thursday, out of the 76,000 doctors in the country, 40,000 are certified specialists in various fields.

Those who graduated with a medical degree are considered general practitioners, and cannot claim any specialist distinction without further certification by the relevant authorities.

Under Section 44 of the Medical Professions Act, doctors who falsely claim to be a specialist in a particular field face up to a year in prison and a 10,000-baht fine. The council will also revoke their licences, he wrote.

Dr Keskamol, 46, holds a medical degree from Rangsit University, one of the few items in her CV that has been verified. Her other claims of multiple graduate degrees and a professorship have come under daily attack by social media sleuths.

Her claim of a PhD from California University Foreign Credentials Evaluation (FCE) Institution, which only issues certificates, has been especially well documented.

The owner of four beauty clinics with a large online following, Dr Keskamol said earlier that when she ran for the Senate, she chose to compete in the Freelance Workers group, rather than the Public Health group because the latter featured many well-known people.

Meanwhile, her lawyer, Decha Kittiwittayanan, has responded to the accusations that the senator faked her education profile.

He said Dr Keskamol is a doctoral candidate at Maejo University in Chiang Mai, adding that she never claimed to have graduated.

Maejo University confirmed that she was registered in the three-year doctoral programme in the Faculty of Agricultural Production and is now a second-year student.

Mr Deja blamed the media for inaccurately reporting her profile.

As for claims that she misled the public into believing she was a student at the National Institute of Development Administration (Nida), Mr Decha said his client was visiting the institute as a part of her doctoral research programme.
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                Fisheries department finds records of blackchin tilapia exports by 11 other firms a decade ago
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                                CP Foods (CPF), part of the Charoen Pokphand agribusiness conglomerate, has denied any involvement in the spread of invasive blackchin tilapia in the country.
The company also said it was not the only importer of the fish, which the Department of Fisheries has confirmed. A check of its records showed that 11 companies had exported the fish to 17 countries about a decade ago.

Prasit Boondoungprasert, chief executive of CPF, said on Thursday that the company imported the fish for research in December 2010 but scrapped the project a month later after they grew weak and died.

"That happened 14 years ago. How does the spread [of the invasive fish] have anything to do with us?" he asked.

"We are a big company, and we have to follow the proper procedures. We have import documents. But I don't know who else also imported the fish in large numbers. About 50,000 to 60,000 fish were also exported each year [from Thailand]," he said, adding that blackchin tilapia were raised as ornamental fish between 2013 and 2015.

Mr Prasit insisted the company had sent documents regarding the disposal of the fish to the Department of Fisheries. He was responding to the department's claim that it did not receive such documents from the company.

The department gave CPF a permit to import 2,000 blackchin tilapia from Ghana in 2010 for research purposes in Samut Songkhram province.

CPF told the department the fish had died within three weeks of being brought to Thailand and had been buried.

But local residents later reported catching the alien species in shrimp farms and waterways in the province before their presence expanded. They have now been found in 16 provinces, including Bangkok, Rayong in the East and Nakhon Si Thammarat in the South. As their population grew, native fish species started decreasing in numbers.

DNA tests conducted by the department confirmed all the fish came from the same parent stock.

Bancha Sukkaew, the chief of the department, said on Thursday that its staff had found that about 230,000 blackchin tilapia were shipped by 11 exporters to 17 countries between 2013 and 2016.

However, exporting the fish was banned in 2018, he said. The fish were not a protected species so breeders may have taken them from natural sources, he added.

Mr Bancha also said the department had asked CPF to send documents related to its disposal of the fish but had yet to receive them.

The department has estimated that it will now take three years to bring the blackchin tilapia under control, using genetic modification to produce infertile offspring.

Male specimens will be genetically modified so they can mate and produce infertile fry, Mr Bancha said on Wednesday. At least 250,000 will be released over 15 months starting in December at the latest, he added.
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                                Butterbear, one of the country's most popular mascots, will be introduced as a new presenter for Thai tourism next month, aiming to lure at least 10% of 1 million Chinese fans to follow tourism activities in Thailand.
The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) is aiming to attract 8 million arrivals this year from a Chinese outbound market estimated to reach 130 million. Almost 11 million Chinese visited Thailand in 2019.

Nithee Sriprae, deputy governor of marketing communications at the TAT, said the campaign with the latest internet sensation -- Butterbear -- is aimed at creating travel motivation, as the bear draws thousands of new fans each week.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin last week took to social media to praise the home-grown Butterbear as an inspirational figure that could entice people to travel.

Every weekend, local and international tourists flock to the Butterbear store to watch the bear's dancing show and queue for photographs with the mascot at the EmSphere shopping mall in Bangkok.

The queues reportedly start as early as 4.30am as devoted fans want to have their picture taken with Butterbear during the photo activity period, which starts at 2pm. Butterbear was recently invited by the luxury brand Gucci to visit its exhibition.

Mr Nithee said the promotional campaign with Butterbear would last for 3-6 months, starting in August.

The agency will start filming productions, taking Butterbear to famous tourism spots and taking part in activities, such as shopping and dining, visiting the Temple of Dawn and Song Wat, the old trading quarter, which was recently listed among the 40 coolest neighbourhoods in the world by Time Out magazine.

Along with promo videos, the agency will encourage Butterbear to engage in activities by offering promotions and lucky draws.

The TAT hopes the campaign can reach 20% of Butterbear's fanbase, both in Thailand and overseas.

The campaign with Butterbear will also respond to a Chinese market trend in which female tourists accounted for 69% of customised outbound tours in 2023.

Earlier this month, the agency launched the Chinese art toy mascot Labubu as another tourism promoter with the goal to sell at least 20,000 tour packages to Labubu's fans in China.

As soon as the partnership with Pop Mart -- the official merchandiser of Labubu -- was announced in June, netizens started urging the TAT to consider picking up Butterbear as well.

In the year to July 15, Thailand welcomed 3.7 million Chinese travellers. The target of 8 million is still within reach if high-season demand at the end of the year is very strong.

The TAT says there is still a chance to draw more Chinese visitors if seat capacity increases, particularly from the western part of the mainland, where it says the majority of outbound tourists from Sichuan (26%), Chongqing (25%) and Shaanxi (33%) have indicated a preference to visit Thailand this year.
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                                A Chinese man wanted for the murder of the Chinese TikTok influencer Yan Ruimin, whose body was found dumped in Chachoengsao on Saturday, has been arrested in Hong Kong, Thai police said on Thursday.
Hong Kong police arrested Ma Qinyan after Thai authorities sought help from Interpol, said Pol Maj Gen Noppasil Poolsawat, deputy chief of the Metropolitan Police Bureau in Bangkok.

Mr Ma was subsequently sent to the mainland, where Chinese authorities have begun liaising with Thai police. The police Foreign Affairs Division is handling the case according to the extradition treaty between the two countries, said Pol Maj Gen Noppasil.

A DNA test on Wednesday confirmed that the body found in Chachoengsao on July 13 was that of Yan, said Pol Col Thammasak Saraboon, commander of the Bang Rak police station in Bangkok.

The Institute of Forensic Medicine compared the DNA sample from the body with one given by the missing woman's father and they matched, he said. 

Police subsequently obtained a warrant from the Bangkok South Criminal Court for the arrest of Mr Ma on charges of murder and concealment of a body. An international arrest warrant was also sought.  

Mr Ma appeared in CCTV video on July 1 in Bangkok as the last person seen with Yan, 38. He was later seen in a deserted area of tambon Bang Phra in Muang district of Chachoengsao early on July 3. The body was found there 11 days later.

Authorities began the search after Chinese national Cai Boxuan told police at the Bang Rak station on July 12 that his friend Yan was missing.

Yan was active on TikTok as well as Xiaohongshu, often referred to as the Chinese version of Instagram, with about 11,000 followers.

The last time Mr Cai heard from her was on June 30, when she told him that she was planning to go to Phuket on July 2.

According to earlier reports, Mr Ma had rented a car in Bangkok on June 30.

On July 1, Yan was seen getting into the car at Times Square near Sukhumvit Soi 12. Security camera video showed the car heading to Sukhumvit Soi 16. The following day, the car left the Sukhumvit 16 address and travelled to Chon Buri.

Around 2am on July 3, the car appeared in Chachoengsao before Yan's telephone signal went dead in a public park near Wat Sothon Wararam Worawihan in Muang district.

Mr Ma checked out of his Bangkok hotel later that day and flew to Hong Kong.

Police examined video from cameras along the route to Chachoengsao, focusing on locations where the rental car had stopped.

A check of the car's GPS showed that it travelled to a fish farm in Muang district.

At one location, police found an item of burned luggage believed to have belonged to the missing woman. The search eventually led them to the site where they found the body parts.

[image: ]
Murder suspect Ma Qinyan was the last person seen with Yan Ruimin, who went missing on July 2. Her body was found 11 days later. (Photo supplied/Wassayos Ngamkham)
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                                The government plans talks with Thai commercial banks about improved screening of transactions allegedly used for weapons purchases by the Myanmar junta, Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa said on Thursday.
Thai bank representatives last week told a House of Representatives committee that they had followed regulations but lacked the capacity to investigate all transactions that could be used for arms purchases.

They were responding to a United Nations expert's report of a surge in the amount of money moved via Thai lenders -- from $60 million in 2022 to $120 million in 2023 -- for military procurement by Myanmar.

Some of the transactions involved weapons used by the junta against the civilian population, said the report by Tom Andrews, the UN special rapporteur on human rights in Myanmar.

Mr Maris told parliament on Thursday that talks planned by his ministry on July 24 would be aimed at ensuring that banks follow proper due diligence and ensure scrutiny of their transactions.

He was responding to a question from opposition Move Forward MP Rangsiman Rome, the chairman of the House committee on national security affairs, who had sought answers from Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin about the alleged arms-related fund transfers.

Mr Maris also said the UN report explicitly stated that there was no evidence suggesting Thai banks were aware that some transactions by Thai companies involved procurement of military equipment for Myanmar.

Myanmar is embroiled in a civil war that pits the military, which took back power in 2021 after a decade of democracy, against a loose alliance comprising ethnic minority armies and a resistance movement loyal to a shadow government.

The military has been accused of involvement in systematic atrocities, which it has dismissed as western disinformation.

Mr Maris said Thailand had no policy to support banking transactions that violate human rights. However, he added, it also did not support economic sanctions on the country.

Material supplied to the Ministry of Defence in Myanmar by companies based in Thailand ranged from spare parts for helicopters and aircraft to dual-use goods such as radio communications and IT equipment, medical supplies, construction materials, tools, lubricants and oil. A breakdown of the value was not available.

Such transactions, Mr Andrews said, blunt global efforts to isolate Myanmar's ruling junta, which is facing its biggest challenge since taking power in a 2021 coup, with an nationwide armed resistance gaining ground on multiple fronts and a wilting economy.

The spokesperson of Myanmar's ruling military council could not immediately be reached for comment on Thursday.

The five Thai commercial banks named in the UN report -- Krungthai Bank, Siam Commercial Bank, Bangkok Bank, TMB Thanachart Bank and Kasikornbank -- did not immediately respond to requests for comment from Reuters.

The Bank of Thailand has said it was considering working with international and local agencies to come up with an information database on companies linked to the military regime in Myanmar.
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                      [image: Badminton star Sapsiree Taerattanachai models the uniform that Thai athletes will wear at the opening ceremony for the Paris 2024 Summer Olympic Games on July 26. The design is inspired by the patterns of ceramics discovered at the Ban Chiang Archaeological Site, says Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin. (Photo: Stadium TH Facebook page)]
                                              
                          Badminton star Sapsiree Taerattanachai models the uniform that Thai athletes will wear at the opening ceremony for the Paris 2024 Summer Olympic Games on July 26. The design is inspired by the patterns of ceramics discovered at the Ban Chiang Archaeological Site, says Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin. (Photo: Stadium TH Facebook page)                        

                                          

                  

                                Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin has defended the new uniform for Thai athletes in the Paris 2024 Summer Olympic Games, saying the design was inspired by patterns from Ban Chiang, a World Heritage Site.
He was responding to widespread criticism from netizens who claimed the design was outdated.

Mr Srettha urged critics to respect the design team saying, "When you say your clothes or mine are outdated, beauty is in the eye of the beholder, isn't it?" He made the comment during a visit to the Office of the Anti-Money Laundering Office (Amlo) on Thursday.

Respect should be given to those who designed the uniform and everyone should not focus on trivial issues, he said.

On Wednesday, the prime minister took to his Facebook account to defend the dress uniform that is intended to be worn by Thai athletes at the opening ceremony of the Paris Olympics on July 26.

"Patterns from the Ban Chiang Archaeological Site have inspired a design team. The outfit reflects a combination of Thai cultural heritage and internationalisation," he wrote.

According to Mr Srettha, the design team conducted thorough research by holding meetings with the head of the Fabric and Textile Creative Design Centre at Udon Thani Rajabhat University. The team also gathered data and took advice from the Ban Chiang National Museum, the Fine Arts Department and local communities that continue the tradition of weaving, dyeing fabric with indigo and making pottery with unique patterns.

The team then incorporated these patterns, indigo dyeing techniques and knowledge from their research into creating modern and suitable uniforms for the world stage. Polo shirts made from recycled plastic bottles were also used to contribute to environmental sustainability.

Ban Chiang motifs are also repeated on other uniforms and attire designed for competition.

"The athletes' uniform is more than just a costume, but it represents a blend of the past and a sustainable future," Mr Srettha wrote. "It inspires the new generation to appreciate Thai culture while moving forward."

His comments followed criticism on social media after photos of the uniform were posted on the Stadium TH Facebook page.

Among the comments were. "(The design team) had to please senior figures; otherwise, the design would not get approval," "Soft Power on the Rock," and "Is this all you can do?"

The uniform also drew positive comments from some netizens who appreciated the design.

[image: ]
Motifs inspired by the Ban Chiang World Heritage Site have also been used on other uniforms and attire designed for competition by Thai athletes at the Paris Games. (Photo: Public Relations Department @prdthailand X account)
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                                PATTAYA - A Myanmar couple suspected of killing an Iranian restaurateur and his Thai wife surrendered to police in Nakhon Pathom, seeking repatriation.
Pol Maj Gen Thawatkiat Jindakhuansanong, commander of Chon Buri police, said on Thursday that authorities were about to seek arrest warrants for Kyaw Myint Oo, 23, and Ei December, 19. The suspects allegedly targeted the victims for their valuables, and police are investigating what was stolen from them.

The Myanmar couple had entered Thailand through Tak with border passes.

Mojtaba Ghanbariazad, 64, and his Thai wife Thanaporn Poonprakhon, 49, were found murdered in their commercial building on Soi Day-Night in South Pattaya on Tuesday. Their bodies were discovered in a second-floor bedroom, with their Banoo Iranian Restaurant located on the ground floor.

The Iranian man's body was naked from the waist down, and police believe he was strangled with trousers. The woman was found dead, naked and bound with plastic rope and a charger wire. A hammer, suspected to have been used in the murder, was found in the bedroom.

Police discovered that the Myanmar couple left the restaurant on the victims' motorcycle on July 11 after both sides had an argument. They later abandoned the motorcycle and took a taxi to Bangkok before travelling to Nakhon Pathom.

The couple surrendered to Nakhon Pathom police for illegal immigration and expressed their intention to return to Myanmar. Police fined them and sent them to Mae Sot district of Tak, which borders Myanmar.

Police said both suspects likely crossed the border, as Thai authorities requested assistance from Myanmar counterparts to apprehend them.

The 29-year-old daughter of the late Thai woman told police that her mother had the Myanmar employee and his wife to stay to on the upper floor of the building. The Iranian man had reportedly scolded the employee over several incidents of missing money.
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                                Miracle Group, an operator of airport lounges and hotels, has observed tightened spending power among domestic tourists, prompting the company to rely on sales volume instead of raising prices.
Aswin Ingkakul, chairman of Miracle Group, said that even though the hotel sector has recovered from the pandemic, it is now facing headwinds from sluggish spending this year.

These stem from the delayed budget disbursement of the public sector, which is the main client for meetings, while individual guests have also tightened their spending at hotels.

Mr Aswin said Thailand's economic uncertainty has been affecting the mass market, unlike the Tom Yum Kung crisis in 1997 which mostly impacted the upper-income segment.

The group's major hotels -- Miracle Grand Convention Hotel and Asawin Grand Convention Hotel -- are heavily dependent on domestic customers, accounting for 70-80% of business.

Mr Aswin said meetings and convention groups are the key customers, while the remainder were foreign tourists led by the Chinese.

He said clients booking wedding ceremonies have been stagnant compared to decades ago, as the Thai marriage rate has declined, while those who do get married opt for smaller wedding celebrations.

Prior to the pandemic, November was the peak month for weddings as hotels hosted 60-70 couples on average, compared to only 15-20 at present.

[image: ]

Besides declining purchasing power, Mr Aswin said hotels had to deal with more costly expenses, such as consumer products, electricity, and labour costs.

However, it could not raise room rates as the increased rate might exceed the level of affordability among locals.

Mr Aswin said the group's strategy is to maximise the number of guests in room bookings, food & beverage sections, and airport lounges via promotional campaigns such as issuing cash vouchers to spend on hotel services to boost the group's cash flow.

Miracle Group also operates two other hotels: Louis' Tavern and Miracle Suvarnabhumi Airport.

It owns food courts, sleeping day rooms and 18 Miracle Lounges at both Suvarnabhumi and Don Mueang international airports.

Mr Aswin predicted that the group would secure a profit margin of 10% this year, which would be less than the margin of 20-30% which was earned in years prior to the pandemic.

With the government having expanded visa-free travel to 93 countries, he said the scheme creates more downsides as it would attract ill-intentioned visitors who enter the country for purposes other than travel.

He said the government should focus on boosting the length of stays, and not focus on headcount.

Regarding a murder case involving foreigners in Bangkok's city centre this week, he said the incident had worsened the country's image in relation to safety.
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                                The state plan to increase the cost of electricity later this year may affect foreign direct investment in Thailand, which is now grappling with a sluggish economy, says the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).
The federation raised the warning after the Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) announced on Friday that power bills for businesses and households are likely to increase.

The ERC has been asking businesses and households in a public hearing to choose from three alternative power tariff rates, with the increase ranging from 11-44%, up from the current rate of 4.18 baht per kilowatt-hour (unit), which will be applicable until the end of August.

The increase of the power tariff to 4.65, 4.92 or 6.01 baht per unit results from higher gas prices during the cool season and the need to pay part of the electricity bill to reimburse the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (Egat) and gas sellers, said the ERC.

Egat and gas sellers were asked to help the government curb the power tariff, which is used to calculate electricity bills, from September 2021 to April this year, leading to 15 billion baht in debt from gas purchases and causing Egat to run up a loss of 98 billion baht.

The new tariff rate will be imposed from September to December.

"The 4.18-baht rate is already high. Foreigners who plan to invest in Thailand may need to think carefully," said Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the FTI.

Thailand's power tariff is higher than some neighbouring countries, including Vietnam, which may be better placed to attract foreign investment, he said.

This may affect the state's attempts to encourage foreign firms to invest in Thailand as electricity prices are set to increase, eventually driving up their operating costs.

Entrepreneurs may decide to invest in other countries such as Vietnam which offers cheaper rates of electricity in addition to trade benefits such as more free trade agreements than Thailand, said Mr Kriengkrai.

Higher power bills could also force local manufacturers to raise product prices, but this would make them unable to compete with sellers who export low-cost products, he said.
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                                Banks are expected to set aside over 10 billion baht in total loan loss provisions for embattled Energy Absolute (EA) if the company faces a cross-default, according to UBS Securities (Thailand).
The securities firm estimates the combined loan exposure to EA to be around 32.1 billion baht, consisting of 23.2 billion baht in long-term loans and 8.84 billion baht in short-term loans.

In the event of a cross-default, creditors would require a total provision expense of 10.8 billion baht.

Cross-default is a provision in a bond indenture or loan agreement that puts a borrower in default if the borrower defaults on another obligation.

According to EA's 2023 annual report, Siam Commercial Bank (SCB), Bank of Ayudhya (Krungsri) and Mizuho Bank Bangkok Branch are the company's regularly contacted financial institutions.

UBS expects major creditors to finance EA at both the holding company and subsidiary levels, offering long-term corporate finance and short-term working capital loans.

The loans from SCB and KKP are anticipated to constitute a larger portion of each bank's total loan portfolio compared to their peers.

In this scenario, UBS forecasts that SCB and KKP will fully provision for the loan loss associated with EA's electric vehicle bus and battery projects, and 70% for short-term loans based on low collateral.

However, the two major banks would set aside lower reserves for EA's solar and wind power plant projects at 20% per bank, given the contractual revenues and escrow accounts associated with these projects, the securities firm said.

Other banks financing EA are also expected to set aside loan loss provisions, according to UBS research.

Bangkok Bank, Thailand's largest bank, is projected to lend 3.5 billion baht to EA, with 2 billion baht in long-term loans and 1.5 billion baht in short-term loans. The bank's provision for this corporate customer would be around 1.45 billion baht.

Krungthai Bank, the country's second-largest bank, is expected to extend a total of 2 billion baht to EA, evenly split between long-term and short-term loans at 1 billion baht each, with a provision expense of 900 million baht.

Kasikornbank, Thailand's third-largest bank, is anticipated to finance EA with 1 billion baht, split equally between long-term and short-term loans at 500 million baht each, with a reserve of 450 million baht.

TMBThanachart Bank (ttb) is expected to provide a short-term loan of 500 million baht to EA, setting aside 350 million baht for loan loss reserves.

Additionally, other banks are expected to have a total loan exposure to EA amounting to 9.24 billion baht, with 7.89 billion baht in long-term loans and 1.35 billion baht in short-term loans.

The total reserve for other creditors is expected to be 2.52 billion baht, according to UBS research.
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                  Succession a top priority for Thai family businesses                

                Succession rate of Thai second generation tops global average, but digital skills will be crucial
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                                The second generation of Thai family businesses has a higher succession rate than the global average, but digital expertise remains a critical requirement for them, according to Kasikornbank (KBank).
KBank offers its private banking services to around 12,000 high-net-worth individuals, 90% of whom are in family businesses, according to Perapat Reinprayoon, head of private banking for wealth planning and non-capital markets.

Around 50-60% of these families are preparing to transfer their businesses to the next generation, he said.

According to Mr Perapat, 85-90% of the bank's second-generation customers plan to take over their family businesses, a significantly higher proportion than in other regional markets such as Hong Kong and Singapore, where the succession rate is around 50%.

Globally, the succession rate for family businesses has been declining, posing a threat to their survival. Global data show that the survival rate of family businesses drops dramatically across generations: 30% for the second generation, 12% for the third, and just 3% for the fourth.

Mr Perapat noted that Thai family businesses are actively preparing for the transition to the next generation, leading to an increased demand for advisory services. In response, KBank Private Banking has introduced a new service focused on family business transformation for sustainable growth and stability.

The new service includes guidance on business direction, workflow, internal controls, human resources, and accounting and tax matters. KBank is also collaborating with several experts to meet the specific needs of their clients.

The next generation of Thai family business leaders primarily seeks decision-making authority and professional internal management capabilities as key conditions for succession.

At the same time, the first generation expects their successors to support digital transformation efforts.

"However, the mindset of the first generation of Thai family businesses is shifting, allowing their children more independence in choosing careers or starting their own businesses," Mr Perapat said.

As a result, families have to explore options to sustain their businesses, such as hiring professional managers instead of relying solely on family members. In such cases, the next generation must learn to be effective shareholders, he said.

KBank Private Banking aims for 12-15% growth in assets under management in the family business area, and targets 17% growth over the next few years.
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                  Butterbear enlisted to lure Chinese visitors                

                Popular homegrown mascot to star in promotional videos featuring famous Thai attractions
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                                Butterbear, one of the country's most popular mascots, will be introduced as a new presenter for Thai tourism next month, aiming to lure at least 10% of 1 million Chinese fans to follow tourism activities in Thailand.
The Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT) is aiming to attract 8 million arrivals this year from a Chinese outbound market estimated to reach 130 million. Almost 11 million Chinese visited Thailand in 2019.

Nithee Sriprae, deputy governor of marketing communications at the TAT, said the campaign with the latest internet sensation -- Butterbear -- is aimed at creating travel motivation, as the bear draws thousands of new fans each week.

Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin last week took to social media to praise the home-grown Butterbear as an inspirational figure that could entice people to travel.

Every weekend, local and international tourists flock to the Butterbear store to watch the bear's dancing show and queue for photographs with the mascot at the EmSphere shopping mall in Bangkok.

The queues reportedly start as early as 4.30am as devoted fans want to have their picture taken with Butterbear during the photo activity period, which starts at 2pm. Butterbear was recently invited by the luxury brand Gucci to visit its exhibition.

Mr Nithee said the promotional campaign with Butterbear would last for 3-6 months, starting in August.

The agency will start filming productions, taking Butterbear to famous tourism spots and taking part in activities, such as shopping and dining, visiting the Temple of Dawn and Song Wat, the old trading quarter, which was recently listed among the 40 coolest neighbourhoods in the world by Time Out magazine.

Along with promo videos, the agency will encourage Butterbear to engage in activities by offering promotions and lucky draws.

The TAT hopes the campaign can reach 20% of Butterbear's fanbase, both in Thailand and overseas.

The campaign with Butterbear will also respond to a Chinese market trend in which female tourists accounted for 69% of customised outbound tours in 2023.

Earlier this month, the agency launched the Chinese art toy mascot Labubu as another tourism promoter with the goal to sell at least 20,000 tour packages to Labubu's fans in China.

As soon as the partnership with Pop Mart -- the official merchandiser of Labubu -- was announced in June, netizens started urging the TAT to consider picking up Butterbear as well.

In the year to July 15, Thailand welcomed 3.7 million Chinese travellers. The target of 8 million is still within reach if high-season demand at the end of the year is very strong.

The TAT says there is still a chance to draw more Chinese visitors if seat capacity increases, particularly from the western part of the mainland, where it says the majority of outbound tourists from Sichuan (26%), Chongqing (25%) and Shaanxi (33%) have indicated a preference to visit Thailand this year.
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                  Government and banks to discuss screening Myanmar deals                

                Foreign minister says Thailand does not support aiding transactions that violate human rights
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                                The government plans talks with Thai commercial banks about improved screening of transactions allegedly used for weapons purchases by the Myanmar junta, Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa said on Thursday.
Thai bank representatives last week told a House of Representatives committee that they had followed regulations but lacked the capacity to investigate all transactions that could be used for arms purchases.

They were responding to a United Nations expert's report of a surge in the amount of money moved via Thai lenders -- from $60 million in 2022 to $120 million in 2023 -- for military procurement by Myanmar.

Some of the transactions involved weapons used by the junta against the civilian population, said the report by Tom Andrews, the UN special rapporteur on human rights in Myanmar.

Mr Maris told parliament on Thursday that talks planned by his ministry on July 24 would be aimed at ensuring that banks follow proper due diligence and ensure scrutiny of their transactions.

He was responding to a question from opposition Move Forward MP Rangsiman Rome, the chairman of the House committee on national security affairs, who had sought answers from Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin about the alleged arms-related fund transfers.

Mr Maris also said the UN report explicitly stated that there was no evidence suggesting Thai banks were aware that some transactions by Thai companies involved procurement of military equipment for Myanmar.

Myanmar is embroiled in a civil war that pits the military, which took back power in 2021 after a decade of democracy, against a loose alliance comprising ethnic minority armies and a resistance movement loyal to a shadow government.

The military has been accused of involvement in systematic atrocities, which it has dismissed as western disinformation.

Mr Maris said Thailand had no policy to support banking transactions that violate human rights. However, he added, it also did not support economic sanctions on the country.

Material supplied to the Ministry of Defence in Myanmar by companies based in Thailand ranged from spare parts for helicopters and aircraft to dual-use goods such as radio communications and IT equipment, medical supplies, construction materials, tools, lubricants and oil. A breakdown of the value was not available.

Such transactions, Mr Andrews said, blunt global efforts to isolate Myanmar's ruling junta, which is facing its biggest challenge since taking power in a 2021 coup, with an nationwide armed resistance gaining ground on multiple fronts and a wilting economy.

The spokesperson of Myanmar's ruling military council could not immediately be reached for comment on Thursday.

The five Thai commercial banks named in the UN report -- Krungthai Bank, Siam Commercial Bank, Bangkok Bank, TMB Thanachart Bank and Kasikornbank -- did not immediately respond to requests for comment from Reuters.

The Bank of Thailand has said it was considering working with international and local agencies to come up with an information database on companies linked to the military regime in Myanmar.
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                  ThaiBev to shed property assets in share swap                

                Chang brewer will expand Fraser and Neave holdings to focus entirely on food and beverages
              

                                Thai Beverage, Southeast Asia's biggest brewer, plans to divest its real estate assets and become a pure-play drinks and food company in a share swap with other companies held by its owner, billionaire Charoen Sirivadhanabhakdi.
Under the deal, ThaiBev, the owner of brands such as Chang beer and Grand Royal whisky, will transfer its 28.8% stake in Singapore-based Frasers Property Ltd (FPL), worth roughly US$1.6 billion based on the negotiated price, to the property firm TCC Assets controlled by the Sirivadhanabhakdi family.

In return, TCC Assets will transfer shares worth roughly the same amount in the Singapore food and drinks company Fraser and Neave (F&N). ThaiBev's ownership of F&N will jump to just under 70% from around 28% upon completion of the deal.

The proposed share swap aims to streamline the nature of the businesses and the family's shareholding structure and will have no impact on operations, according to an internal memo circulated to staff of Frasers Property Thailand (FPT), a SET-listed developer and a subsidiary of FPL.

"Streamlining the company's focus towards a pure-play beverage and food business by exiting the property business and increasing its exposure to non-alcoholic beverages and dairy could result in a potential re-rating in line with pure-play beverage and food peers," Singapore-listed ThaiBev said in a statement.

"Through the share swap, the major shareholders are confident that FPL can grow comfortably while F&N will be TCC's main focus," a Thai property industry source who asked not to be named told the Bangkok Post.

The deal values F&N at around S$3.9 billion and Frasers Property at about S$7.4 billion.

ThaiBev said it would seek approval from its shareholders for the proposed share swap at an extraordinary general meeting.

DBS is acting as ThaiBev's financial adviser.

Another source said that Panote Sirivadhanabhakdi, the CEO of FPL and the youngest son of Mr Charoen, sent an internal memo on Thursday morning to all staff at Frasers Property Thailand.

He wrote that there were no complications with the transaction. The swap aims to streamline the nature of each business and will have no impact on the operations of FPL and its subsidiaries, he added.
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                  Thai Airways ranks in top 10 international airlines                

                Singapore Airlines is ranked first, followed by La Compagnie and Emirates
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                                Thai Airways International (THAI) is among the top ten best international airlines, according to a survey by Travel + Leisure.
The national carrier announced on Thursday that it was ranked eighth in the best international airlines category in the survey by the US-based travel magazine.

Airline ratings were based on various criteria including cabin comfort, inflight services and customer service.

"The ranking reflects THAI's commitment and dedication to providing the highest quality service of international standards," the airline said.

According to Travel + Leisure, over 186,000 readers completed its 2024 survey, sharing their opinions on top hotels, resorts, cities, islands, cruise ships, spas, airlines and more.

In the survey, Singapore Airlines claimed the top spot, followed by La Compagnie, Emirates, All Nippon Airways, Qatar Airways, Korean Air, Japan Airlines, THAI, Etihad Airways and EVA Air.

"We extend our deepest gratitude to all passengers for their continued support and trust," THAI said.

According to the Skytrax survey released last month, Bangkok Airways was the 27th best airline in the world, climbing two spots from last year, while THAI's ranking leapt eight notches to 33rd.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/general/2831502/thai-airways-ranks-in-top-10-international-airlines



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next
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                                KUALA LUMPUR - Malaysia passes regulations that will enable an island under the Forest City development to be gazetted a duty-free zone as part of efforts to revive the struggling megacity. 
The lower house of Parliament on Wednesday approved five amendment bills to turn Pulau Satu into a duty-free island, along with Labuan, Langkawi, Tioman and Pangkor. The law is now subject to the senate's approval.

The move follows an announcement by Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim last year to designate Forest City as a special financial zone. The government is also close to finalising a deal with Singapore to develop a cross-border economic zone that is likely to include the mega property project to boost trade and connectivity between Malaysia's southern Johor state and the island nation.

Forest City, a US$100 billion megacity project by Country Garden Holdings Co, has been beset by challenges since building began a decade ago. King Ibrahim Iskandar -- who hails from Johor -- had said in December that he would push for a revival of the high-speed rail line between Kuala Lumpur and Singapore to be routed through the development.
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                  Hotel price hikes ruled out amid poor tourist spending                
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                                Miracle Group, an operator of airport lounges and hotels, has observed tightened spending power among domestic tourists, prompting the company to rely on sales volume instead of raising prices.
Aswin Ingkakul, chairman of Miracle Group, said that even though the hotel sector has recovered from the pandemic, it is now facing headwinds from sluggish spending this year.

These stem from the delayed budget disbursement of the public sector, which is the main client for meetings, while individual guests have also tightened their spending at hotels.

Mr Aswin said Thailand's economic uncertainty has been affecting the mass market, unlike the Tom Yum Kung crisis in 1997 which mostly impacted the upper-income segment.

The group's major hotels -- Miracle Grand Convention Hotel and Asawin Grand Convention Hotel -- are heavily dependent on domestic customers, accounting for 70-80% of business.

Mr Aswin said meetings and convention groups are the key customers, while the remainder were foreign tourists led by the Chinese.

He said clients booking wedding ceremonies have been stagnant compared to decades ago, as the Thai marriage rate has declined, while those who do get married opt for smaller wedding celebrations.

Prior to the pandemic, November was the peak month for weddings as hotels hosted 60-70 couples on average, compared to only 15-20 at present.

[image: ]

Besides declining purchasing power, Mr Aswin said hotels had to deal with more costly expenses, such as consumer products, electricity, and labour costs.

However, it could not raise room rates as the increased rate might exceed the level of affordability among locals.

Mr Aswin said the group's strategy is to maximise the number of guests in room bookings, food & beverage sections, and airport lounges via promotional campaigns such as issuing cash vouchers to spend on hotel services to boost the group's cash flow.

Miracle Group also operates two other hotels: Louis' Tavern and Miracle Suvarnabhumi Airport.

It owns food courts, sleeping day rooms and 18 Miracle Lounges at both Suvarnabhumi and Don Mueang international airports.

Mr Aswin predicted that the group would secure a profit margin of 10% this year, which would be less than the margin of 20-30% which was earned in years prior to the pandemic.

With the government having expanded visa-free travel to 93 countries, he said the scheme creates more downsides as it would attract ill-intentioned visitors who enter the country for purposes other than travel.

He said the government should focus on boosting the length of stays, and not focus on headcount.

Regarding a murder case involving foreigners in Bangkok's city centre this week, he said the incident had worsened the country's image in relation to safety.
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                                The state plan to increase the cost of electricity later this year may affect foreign direct investment in Thailand, which is now grappling with a sluggish economy, says the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI).
The federation raised the warning after the Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC) announced on Friday that power bills for businesses and households are likely to increase.

The ERC has been asking businesses and households in a public hearing to choose from three alternative power tariff rates, with the increase ranging from 11-44%, up from the current rate of 4.18 baht per kilowatt-hour (unit), which will be applicable until the end of August.

The increase of the power tariff to 4.65, 4.92 or 6.01 baht per unit results from higher gas prices during the cool season and the need to pay part of the electricity bill to reimburse the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (Egat) and gas sellers, said the ERC.

Egat and gas sellers were asked to help the government curb the power tariff, which is used to calculate electricity bills, from September 2021 to April this year, leading to 15 billion baht in debt from gas purchases and causing Egat to run up a loss of 98 billion baht.

The new tariff rate will be imposed from September to December.

"The 4.18-baht rate is already high. Foreigners who plan to invest in Thailand may need to think carefully," said Kriengkrai Thiennukul, chairman of the FTI.

Thailand's power tariff is higher than some neighbouring countries, including Vietnam, which may be better placed to attract foreign investment, he said.

This may affect the state's attempts to encourage foreign firms to invest in Thailand as electricity prices are set to increase, eventually driving up their operating costs.

Entrepreneurs may decide to invest in other countries such as Vietnam which offers cheaper rates of electricity in addition to trade benefits such as more free trade agreements than Thailand, said Mr Kriengkrai.

Higher power bills could also force local manufacturers to raise product prices, but this would make them unable to compete with sellers who export low-cost products, he said.
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                  Banks set for potential EA cross-default                

                B10.8bn in loan loss provisions expected
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                                Banks are expected to set aside over 10 billion baht in total loan loss provisions for embattled Energy Absolute (EA) if the company faces a cross-default, according to UBS Securities (Thailand).
The securities firm estimates the combined loan exposure to EA to be around 32.1 billion baht, consisting of 23.2 billion baht in long-term loans and 8.84 billion baht in short-term loans.

In the event of a cross-default, creditors would require a total provision expense of 10.8 billion baht.

Cross-default is a provision in a bond indenture or loan agreement that puts a borrower in default if the borrower defaults on another obligation.

According to EA's 2023 annual report, Siam Commercial Bank (SCB), Bank of Ayudhya (Krungsri) and Mizuho Bank Bangkok Branch are the company's regularly contacted financial institutions.

UBS expects major creditors to finance EA at both the holding company and subsidiary levels, offering long-term corporate finance and short-term working capital loans.

The loans from SCB and KKP are anticipated to constitute a larger portion of each bank's total loan portfolio compared to their peers.

In this scenario, UBS forecasts that SCB and KKP will fully provision for the loan loss associated with EA's electric vehicle bus and battery projects, and 70% for short-term loans based on low collateral.

However, the two major banks would set aside lower reserves for EA's solar and wind power plant projects at 20% per bank, given the contractual revenues and escrow accounts associated with these projects, the securities firm said.

Other banks financing EA are also expected to set aside loan loss provisions, according to UBS research.

Bangkok Bank, Thailand's largest bank, is projected to lend 3.5 billion baht to EA, with 2 billion baht in long-term loans and 1.5 billion baht in short-term loans. The bank's provision for this corporate customer would be around 1.45 billion baht.

Krungthai Bank, the country's second-largest bank, is expected to extend a total of 2 billion baht to EA, evenly split between long-term and short-term loans at 1 billion baht each, with a provision expense of 900 million baht.

Kasikornbank, Thailand's third-largest bank, is anticipated to finance EA with 1 billion baht, split equally between long-term and short-term loans at 500 million baht each, with a reserve of 450 million baht.

TMBThanachart Bank (ttb) is expected to provide a short-term loan of 500 million baht to EA, setting aside 350 million baht for loan loss reserves.

Additionally, other banks are expected to have a total loan exposure to EA amounting to 9.24 billion baht, with 7.89 billion baht in long-term loans and 1.35 billion baht in short-term loans.

The total reserve for other creditors is expected to be 2.52 billion baht, according to UBS research.
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                                The sluggish economy has hit the kitchen appliances market as a result of a slowdown in consumer purchasing power as people are being more careful when it comes to spending, according to The Signature Brand Co Ltd (SBO), an importer of kitchenware and electrical appliances from Europe.
Kittanun Sontijirawong, chief executive of SBO, said dwindling consumer purchasing power, geopolitical uncertainties, rising freight costs and the baht's depreciation have posed unprecedented challenges to the company.

"We must maintain our product prices, absorb and manage all the rising costs amid declining consumer purchasing power and a weakening baht," Mr Kittanun said.

He said that in the first half of this year, the company was able to maintain its sales, compared to the corresponding period in 2023.

In the second half, the country's economy is expected to gradually recover, attributed to the disbursement of the fiscal 2025 budget, which would benefit the company in terms of sales growth, he said.

Mr Kittanun said the 10,000-baht digital wallet handout scheme would stimulate the economy, but the company would not benefit from the policy as consumers would not be able to use the digital money to purchase electrical appliances.

He said the company is focusing more on the Tecnogas brand, a high-end brand of kitchenware from Italy, by targeting high-income earners who are the least likely to be affected by the stagnant economy.

Last year, sales of new luxury residences and condominiums posted strong growth, especially residential properties worth 50 million baht and above, while those priced below 50 million baht experienced a slowdown, said Mr Kittanun.

He said the company has opened an SBO showroom on Bangkok's Sathon Soi 12 to present its imported kitchen appliances from Europe.

Moreover, the company plans to collaborate with its partners to open a new showroom in Phuket, but did not disclose the planned opening date.

Soravich Sontijirawong, SBO's chief business development officer, said the company has added 50 more distribution points nationwide, from 250 points previously, comprising department stores, modern trade and e-commerce platforms.

Mr Kittanun said the company's sales reached over 1 billion baht last year.

The company expects single-digit sales growth this year as a result of ongoing mega projects for hotels, office buildings, accommodation and co-working spaces.

In a base-case scenario, the company expects its sales to reach 1 billion baht, Mr Kittanun said.
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																<p>A call by new Senator Nantana Nantavaropas for live broadcasts of the upper chamber's panel meetings is noteworthy and warrants support. It is a solid measure to ensure transparency, while giving the public access to monitor lawmakers' performance.</p>
In fact, there should be live broadcasts of panel meetings of both chambers, where power abuses and other irregularities are occasionally reported.

It's an open secret that a number of study tours abroad by senators turned out to be for-leisure programmes, especially those in which senators went to Europe shortly before their terms ended recently.

Meanwhile, some MPs who sit on the panels scrutinising budgets are known to have sought ill-gotten gains from state officials while examining their projects. The MPs had the power to hold projects, or heavily slash the budget, if their demand for kickbacks was refused.

A case in point would be Anurak Tangpanitanon, a former Pheu Thai MP for Mukdahan province who abused his position on the House committee vetting the 2021 budget bill.

He demanded a five million baht bribe from the head of the Department of Groundwater Resources in 2021 in exchange for not trimming the agency's budget for solar-power water pumping stations.

When Mr Anurak telephoned the department chief to press his demand, the latter recorded the conversation. The MP was hit with a six-year jail sentence and was sent to prison earlier this month as the Supreme Court's Criminal Division for Persons Holding Political Positions rejected his appeal.

Parliament already broadcasts the main debates of the two chambers online via YouTube and a radio programme, but not the committee meetings.

There are 28 committees under the Senate, and 35 under the lower House, as well as some extraordinary panels and sub-panels.

Parliament once televised live meetings of the extraordinary panel vetting the annual budget, as requested by the media, but that was short-lived.

Last year, the Move Forward Party (MFP) floated the idea of reviving live broadcasts for the panel scrutinising the budget, but Pheu Thai, the coalition leader, refused to consider the proposal.

It cited concerns over possible legal problems tied to third parties mentioned in the debates. Panel members who were not politicians were not comfortable with the idea, either, according to reports.

The MFP called for a vote on its proposal but lost.

However, any scrutiny of an annual budget worth over 3.75 trillion baht should be open to the public to prevent untoward bargaining between lawmakers and state officials.

This could also help parliament regain some of the public's trust. Its image has gone downhill lately as a result of numerous scandals, such as the buying of advisory positions on some committees.

The new Senate should throw its support behind Sen Nantana's call for live broadcasts of committee meetings.

Opening up to public scrutiny sets a good example, and this would give the institution a chance for public redemption after so many scandals of its own, for example a dubious election process that gave a platform to candidates seen as being ineligible to even contest the race.

The government should also follow suit. That would be the first step to win back some much-needed public respect.
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																<p>There are at least 55 ongoing <strong>wars </strong>around the world. Politicians have consistently failed to end the <strong>armed conflicts</strong> that are ravaging their societies, and the dangers have been multiplied by the fact that local wars no longer remain local.</p>
The bloody conflict between Russia and Ukraine -- the biggest war on the European continent since 1945 -- has entered its third year and is still reverberating worldwide. The spillover effects have included increased famine in Africa, a migration crisis in Europe, and the release of harmful substances into water, food, and milk supplies that ultimately reach people on six continents. By the end of this year, the number of people killed and injured as a result of the war in Ukraine is expected to exceed one million -- a casualty toll not seen in Europe since World War II.

In Gaza, where war has raged since last October, the United Nations puts the death toll as of January at 25,000 -- but the number may well be much higher. And in Yemen, the UN says that 377,000 have died in the fighting or from disease over the past decade of civil war.

As these and other conflicts rage, defence budgets around the world are expanding substantially; and hanging over it all is the threat -- repeated again and again in Ukraine -- of nuclear war. The resources being mobilised are comparable to those needed to address climate change, or to eliminate hunger globally for the next 80 years.

Just think about that: No one would go hungry or die of exhaustion, and no child would be undernourished, if the money now being spent on weaponry and soldiers was instead used to better the lives of the world's poor. Instead of sustaining life, resources are being wasted on spreading death.

The victims of today's wars are mostly people between the ages of 30 and 40, meaning that each death represents approximately half a life that could have been. Every 100,000 people killed is another four million years not lived. Consider all the breakthrough discoveries that will not be made, the children who will not be born, and the orphans who will suffer alone.

We are not representatives of states. But if the efforts of states to establish peace are not sufficient, individuals -- no matter their work or their station in life -- must step up. The world must confront today's wars with one voice. That is why we are asking His Holiness Pope Francis, His Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, His Holiness the Dalai Lama XIV, and Muslim and Jewish leaders to use their moral authority to appeal to all citizens of the world and to their governments.

The 2024 Summer Olympic Games in Paris is an ideal opportunity to do this. During the ancient Olympic Games, the frequent wars between the Greek city-states were suspended. Competition would take place between athletes in search of excellence. We hope the billions of people who watch the Paris Games will follow this example and join with the world's religious and moral leaders in calling for peace.

The conflicts in Ukraine, Gaza, and elsewhere call for an immediate ceasefire, followed by the exchange of all prisoners, the release of hostages, the return of human remains, and a start of negotiations.

Our primary duty as adults is to ensure that our children survive us. Instead of destroying each other and our societies with violence, let us devote our energies and resources to saving our planet. Let us begin by reviving the Olympic peace. (c)2024 Project Syndicate

Dmitry Muratov, Co-Founder, Publisher, and former editor-in-chief of Novaya Gazeta, won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2021. Maria Ressa, Co-Founder and CEO of Rappler, won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2021. Jody Williams, Founder of the International Campaign to Ban Landmines, won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1997.
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																<p>Cannabis has been known as a herbal plant with psychoactive effects for thousands of years. The herb has been used for both medical and recreational purposes. As the plant is addictive, several countries have categorised it as a narcotic drug.</p>
Thailand banned marijuana 90 years ago in 1934. Some Thai people also saw the impact of the recreational use of the drug by US soldiers during the Vietnam War in the 1970s.

Since, however, cannabis addiction is relatively mild compared with other narcotics, dozens of countries started to ease the ban more than a decade ago, allowing for medical cannabis or medical marijuana, while several countries granted a certain level of recreational use as well.

In Thailand, the former Prayut Chan-o-cha government (Prayut I) permitted the use and research of medical cannabis in February 2019. In late 2020, the Prayut II government eased the ban further, maintaining control only on flowers, seeds, and extracts with THC exceeding 0.2%. By June 9, 2022, it removed the herb from the narcotic drug list before putting its flowers on the herbal control list about six months later. After delisting, it was found that the number of users -- including those wanting to give it a try -- for recreation use significantly increased compared to the medical cannabis group.

Clinical-trial research studies in several countries suggest that while cannabis extracts, as well as some synthetic cannabinoids, have medicinal benefits for treating some illnesses or symptoms, particularly nauseating in cancer patients as a result of chemotherapy, a boost of life quality for patients in the terminal stage of palliative care, and two types of intractable epilepsy in paediatrics; there are other medicines that give similar results, but most with lesser risk and side effects. Some medicinal drugs, including synthetic opioids such as methadone, are also cheaper than cannabis.

Together, they are probably the reasons why none of the Royal Medicine Colleges -- that design the training programmes for specialists in each branch of medicines in Thailand -- recommend cannabis as a main medicine or the first-line drug for treating patients with any diseases or symptoms.

The minister of public health and some top public health officials in former administrations strongly pushed for medical cannabis in such a way that the Ministry of Public Health (MOPH) has added several key performance indicators (KPI) that seem designed to pressure its physicians to actively prescribe more cannabis to general patients.

However, most physicians at the ministry-run hospitals tended to follow the Department of Medical Services' official "Guidelines on Medical Cannabis" (now in their 2022 or 5th edition) which recommends prescribing medicinal cannabis for a handful of diseases or symptoms, but only if the patients do not respond to standard treatments.

According to the Health Data Centre (HDC) at the ministry, nine out of 10 patients prescribed cannabis products at MOPH hospitals from October 2020-March 2024 were seeking treatment from traditional medicine, where doctors prescribed cannabis mainly to treat insomnia or severe pain and migraines. Modern-medicine doctors also prescribed cannabis to treat insomnia; chemotherapy-induced nausea and vomiting, pain, and stimulate appetite in cancer or Aids patients and those suffering from two types of paediatric intractable epilepsy that are resistant to standard treatments.

To date, there is still a lack of sufficient research to support or recommend using cannabis to treat patients with Alzheimer's, Parkinson's, other types of epilepsy, acute pain, diabetes, hypertension, glaucoma, and schizophrenia.

As for insomnia per se, we have not found any modern-medicine institutes that recommend using cannabis as a standard treatment besides those in palliative care, partly because of concerns over long-term effects like drug tolerance that results in the need to increase the amount to be taken and the risk of drug dependence/addiction in the longer term. Even though some herbal practitioners argue that cannabis works wonders for insomnia, ruling out concerns for addiction, there are not enough scientific research and long-term clinical trials to support the claims, whereas there are reports that some users of cannabis oil for insomnia have to increase the doses repeatedly to 10-fold to have the same effect, and some cannot fall asleep without taking it.

Besides, there are health risks from consuming raw cannabis, given that the herb -- when compared to other plants -- can absorb pesticides as well as heavy metals from the soil relatively well. The latter risk remains to be found in organic cannabis. Consuming contaminated cannabis can be a health hazard that makes cannabis that had been promoted as a herb a major health concern in the long run, especially if the people take part in the cannabis promotion campaign launched by the former government with little or no knowledge of such effects.

Policy recommendations

It is necessary that the government attaches importance to the impact on the public's health when implementing cannabis policies and putting in place cannabis-related health indicators rather than using certain indicators to selectively promote certain substances or drugs.

Moreover, the government should develop a follow-up system to evaluate the impact of cannabis policy changes, covering both medical and recreational cannabis, and support sufficient clinical trials for medicinal cannabis to prove its effectiveness and safety in comparison with modern medicine before recommending it against any existing standard treatments.

In addition, the government should make use of infrastructure invested in cannabis research and development, not only for cannabis but also for other potential medicinal herbs, including those with addictive effects. This will help establish knowledge about the medicinal benefits and safety of both cannabis and other plants.

The government should also put an end to measures that could be harmful to people's health, like promoting household-level cannabis planting. It should curb advertisements of cannabis and other herbs as well as plants with addictive components, as long as there are no concrete research works to support the medicinal benefits. It must also place strict control on all adverts, ensuring there are no exaggerated claims.



Viroj NaRanong, PhD, is Research Director, Health Economics and Agriculture; Wuttipong Tunyut is researcher, at Thailand Research and Development Institute. This article is part of a 'Research plan on health, economic and social impacts from cannabis and related products' supported by the National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT) and the committee on research guidelines for national crisis management with regards to cannabis, Thailand Science Research and Innovation (TSRI). Policy analyses from the TDRI appear in the 'Bangkok Post' on alternate Wednesdays.
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																<p>Younger investors are thinking about their investment portfolios all wrong, and it's not entirely their fault. Ultimately, it's up to them to recognise where the best long-term returns lie before too much precious time is wasted.</p>
The mistake they're making is replacing stocks and bonds with more questionable stores of value, such as watches, sneakers and rare cars. According to a recent survey by Bank of America Corp, about 94% of wealthy millennial and Gen Z investors are looking to invest in collectibles, and many of them already do, apparently because stocks and bonds don't pay enough.

"Millennials and Gen Z tend to be interested in alternative assets," Drew Watson, head of art services at Bank of America Private Bank, said. Alternative investments traditionally referred to hedge funds and private investments in companies and commodities. Now, it apparently includes anything money can buy.

But it's a mistake to think all assets are interchangeable. Stocks and bonds are uniquely appealing: They take no time or effort to own; they're liquid -- that is, investors can sell any time; and with one low-cost index fund, investors can buy the entire stock or bond market and very likely generate a profit over time. Those who invest for the long term and hang on during occasional downturns have a very low chance of losing money. There's not another investment I can say all that about.

The profits are generous, particularly considering the low risk to long-term investors. I'm looking at historical numbers going back nearly a century for a traditional 60/40 portfolio where 60% is allocated to the S&P 500 Index and 40% to five-year Treasuries. That portfolio has returned 8.5% a year since 1926 through April, including dividends. The numbers for non-US stocks don't go back as far, but I expect the results would be similar if a global stock index were swapped for the S&P 500.

There were some scary moments along the way, but they were always temporary. The 60/40 portfolio had an annualised standard deviation -- a common measure of volatility -- of 11.4%. In a severe slump, a portfolio could be down two to three times its standard deviation, which means this portfolio was down about 30% at times before recovering and moving on to new highs. But there were always new highs.

That's as close to a sure thing as it gets in investing.

It's apparently not good enough for investors. In a 2023 Natixis survey, US investors said they expect their portfolios to generate 15.6% a year after inflation, a wildly unrealistic target and 8.6 percentage points a year more than financial advisers anticipate. Of the many countries Natixis surveyed, that gap is highest in the US by a wide margin.

Such expectations help explain why investors aren't satisfied with stocks and bonds, although they're not likely to do better with alternatives -- and they could do a lot worse. Just ask institutional investors who have tried to boost returns with alternatives for decades.

Yale University's endowment, which helped pioneer the now popular pivot away from stocks and bonds and into alternatives, is among the few exceptions. During the past two decades through June 2023, Yale's endowment achieved a return of 10.9% a year, which was 3 percentage points a year better than the average university endowment. The 60/40 portfolio, by comparison, returned 7.4% during the same time, nearly as much as the average endowment and presumably better than many others that fell short of the average despite being hamstrung by record-low interest rates for much of the time. The 60/40 portfolio's average rolling 20-year returns across all interest rate environments since 1926 is closer to 8.9%. And it doesn't require an army of fancy analysts and portfolio managers chasing the "best" investments, just two or three index funds that track broad markets.

Younger investors who stray into other assets may fare worse than institutional ones. For institutions, including university endowments, alternatives still mean mostly investments in private companies and commodities, whose performance on average has reliably approximated that of stocks. Not so for millennials and Gen Z. About a third of their portfolios are invested in alternatives that include collectibles and cryptocurrencies, according to the Bank of America survey. The performance of these assets as a group is hard to track and even harder to anticipate.

And unlike indexes that track broad stock and bond markets, collectibles and crypto expose investors to more than just volatility. There's no practical way to buy the entire art or watch or sneaker market, which means investors are more likely to own individual pieces. And as with any individual stock or bond, the price can collapse without ever recovering.

This is the part that isn't entirely the fault of younger investors. Big banks used to make big money selling individual stocks and bonds, long after there was overwhelming evidence that most investors are better off with low-cost, broadly diversified index funds. There's no money in selling stocks and bonds anymore, so banks have pivoted to high-priced "alternatives". Do big banks offer art services because younger investors are clamouring to invest in art, or is art landing in their portfolios because salespeople at banks have a quota to fill? I suspect it's the latter.

Younger investors have another hurdle that's worth mentioning: About a fifth of their savings sit in cash. It's great for banks because it bolsters their balance sheets and feeds their loan business, but it's a major drag on portfolios. Adding a 20% allocation to cash in an otherwise 60/40 portfolio -- meaning 20% cash, 48% stocks and 32% bonds -- would have generated 7.6% a year since 1926, almost a full percentage point less than a fully invested 60/40 portfolio.

It may not seem that different, but it adds up over time. The difference between saving and investing US$10,000 (362,440 baht) a year at 8.5% for 40 years and growing the same savings at 7.6% amounts to about $800,000. Individual investors only have so much runway to grow their savings; sitting in cash or chasing speculative collectibles can be very costly.

Millennial and Gen Z investors told Bank of America that social media is their primary source of financial information and advice. Maybe it's time to put down the dopamine dispenser and do some maths. (c)2024 Bloomberg 

Nir Kaissar is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering markets. He is the founder of Unison Advisors, an asset management firm.
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																<p>Thailand was recently named the world's fourth most beautiful country by the World of Statistics, and Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin couldn't hide his excitement.</p>
Taking to X to share the news, the premier wrote, "I am proud that Thailand has recently been ranked as the fourth most beautiful country in the world, only after New Zealand, Greece and Italy, by World of Statistics. Apart from our natural beauties, there is enormous cultural heritage, lively destinations such as the bustling streets of Bangkok and serene white sand beaches of Phuket, as well as wonderful historical sites of Ayutthaya.

"Thailand has everything the heart desires to offer. Do come and be amazed!" he added.

Mr Srettha's decision to highlight the distinction was understandable. The country has been hit by a series of bad news in recent weeks -- from sluggish economic growth to opinion polls that are unkind to the prime minister and the Pheu Thai Party -- so he is desperate for some feel-good news, and the survey suited his needs.

The World of Statistics, which is listed on Facebook as a personal blog, relies on data and statistics from other media channels. In this instance, it recycled information from US News, which first came up with the rankings after surveying over 17,000 people globally from March 17 to June 12.

Each polling agency has its own means of collecting information and making sense of the data in its surveys. This is the reason why Australia -- not New Zealand -- was named the world's most beautiful destination by Conde Nast Traveler, followed by Mexico, Brazil and the US.

While it is natural for the PM to pin his hopes on the tourism sector, given its relatively strong performance compared to other sectors, the government shouldn't rest on its laurels.

Instead, it should focus on tackling the problems that are stopping the country from becoming the world's best tourism destination.

Is he aware of the bullying of tourists by illegal transport providers in many tourist destinations?

To this day, many taxi drivers still refuse to turn on their meter when they are stopped by tourists, and the city's tuk-tuk drivers are notorious for overcharging tourists and their daredevil stunts. On top of that, many tourist attractions in the country are in dire need of attention and care.

The cost of living in Thailand has risen sharply, with the World Bank recently naming it the third most expensive country in Southeast Asia.

These factors do not bode well for the country's tourism sector, so it is time for Mr Srettha to put the revitalisation of the sector on the national agenda.

Bleaching, for instance, is threatening many coral reefs across the East and South.

Without action, the country's coral reefs will die off at an alarming rate, robbing the country's coastal areas of their main tourist draws.

PM2.5 pollution also needs to be taken care of, so the government needs to move away from ad hoc measures to tackle the annual problem, which threatens to repel tourists from the country.

The ruins of Ayutthaya, a Unesco World Heritage site, are also threatened by a high-speed rail project that will link the capital and Nakhon Ratchasima.

The government should find a way to balance cultural preservation and development. These examples show Mr Srettha and his men and women can still do better.
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																<p>Animals at <strong>Pata Zoo</strong> in Bangkok are condemned to prison for life. Among them is <strong>Bua Noi</strong>, a gorilla whose existence has been reduced to staring blankly at a television screen from her enclosure, as seen in a viral video. This isn't the life she deserves. Gorillas need freedom, not television.</p>
Bua Noi has been imprisoned behind iron bars on the top floor of a department store for almost 40 years. This is her reality -- a stark contrast to the life she could have at a reputable sanctuary. For over a decade, PETA has advocated for her freedom, offering to transfer her and other animals to sanctuaries that would provide them with the space, social interaction, and naturalistic environments they need for a healthy, happy life. So far, these offers have been rejected.

Gorillas have complex social relationships that are central to their lives, which revolve around their families. These intelligent primates are quiet, peaceful, and self-aware. Like you and me, they love, laugh, sing, play, and grieve. They also make tools. According to one National Geographic publication, they use sticks to determine the depth of rivers and streams, make ladders from bamboo to help their babies reach the treetops, and even fashion "cutlery" from twigs to scoop up stinging insects to snack on. Activities like these support their mental and physical health, but when they're imprisoned to be gawked at like mere props, they're denied almost everything that makes their lives meaningful.

Bua Noi's life in solitary confinement -- with only sporadic human interaction and no gorilla companionship -- bears no resemblance to the life she deserves. No amount of TV can replace the bond she would share with her gorilla family or the stimulation of her forest home. But in a sanctuary, enrichment would mimic the complexity of nature, providing the mental and physical experiences that keep animals engaged and healthy.

Dr Lisa Jones-Engel, a renowned primate expert at PETA US, has witnessed the profound transformation that occurs when animals are relocated from inadequate facilities to true sanctuaries: "When these animals were carefully and lovingly moved to a sanctuary, they began to flourish as they touched grass, scaled trees, breathed fresh air, made choices, and experienced nature." This is a beacon of hope for Bua Noi.

PETA stands ready to facilitate her transfer and that of the other animals confined at Pata Zoo to facilities where they could thrive in an environment that would allow them to roam, socialise, and engage in other behaviours crucial to their well-being.

Please urge Pata Zoo's owner to transfer Bua Noi to a sanctuary, and please never support facilities that keep animals confined for entertainment, including roadside zoos. We can help eliminate the greedy businesses that imprison animals for human amusement, and we must demand that individuals like Bua Noi be allowed to enjoy vastly improved lives.

The sight of Bua Noi staring hopelessly at a TV should prompt deep reflection on how animals are treated. Every animal is someone, and everyone, no matter their species, deserves to live free with their family in their natural home (or if that's not possible, in a naturalistic environment). Let's add our voices to the public outcry against Bua Noi's imprisonment until her captors release her to a sanctuary where she could enjoy the life she has so far been denied.



Jason Baker is PETA Asia Senior Vice President.
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																<p>Almost everybody who feels obliged to comment about the attempted assassination of Donald Trump is currently insisting that "violence has no place in American politics", but of course it has. Four US presidents have been assassinated while in office, and three others (now including Mr Trump) have been injured in assassination attempts.</p>
Seven presidents out of 45 have been killed or wounded by a would-be assassin's bullet. That's a higher casualty rate than American soldiers suffered in any war of the past century. Violence plays a considerably larger role in American politics than it does in other developed countries, but it's not clear why.

It can't just be that the murder rate is much higher in America than in other fully developed countries (six times higher than Germany or Britain). The US murder rate is similar to the murder rate in semi-developed countries like Chile, Thailand or Russia, but none of those countries has a similar rate of political assassinations.

So we're left with the default answer. All those American presidents were shot by guns, which are universally available in the United States but rare elsewhere. The US has at least the same share of fanatics and nut cases as other countries, so what did you expect?

The more interesting question is whether assassinations really change the course of history all that much. Intuition says yes, but historical experience says probably not.

Intuition says that the assassination of Abraham Lincoln in 1865, just after his victory in the American Civil War, delayed the genuine emancipation of American blacks by at least a century.

Realism says the "reconstruction" of race-based attitudes and institutions, especially in the South, was bound to take three or four generations, no matter who was president. Indeed, the job is still not finished.

Intuition says that World War II would not have happened if any of the nine alleged assassination plots against Adolf Hitler during the 1930s had succeeded.

Realism says the extreme character of the peace treaty imposed on the losing powers after World War I made World War II inevitable. If not Hitler, then Himmler or Goebbels or Goering. If not the Nazis, then some other far-right German group seeking revenge for the "unfairness" of history.

Intuition says the assassination of Robert F Kennedy in 1968, just when he was looking likely to win the Democratic presidential nomination, was a tragedy that prolonged the Vietnam War and opened the road to power for the criminal Richard Nixon.

Realism says that Kennedy might not have won the nomination, that if he did he might not have won the election -- and if he had become president it would probably have taken him just as long to find a face-saving way out of the Vietnam mess as it actually took Nixon. True, there would have been no Watergate scandal, but so what?

And what if Saturday's bullet had hit Donald Trump about two fingers' width to the right and blown his brains out? Half the US population would be enraged and the other half would be secretly relieved, but how much would really be changed?

The Republican Party in the US would still be much farther to the right than it was ten years ago, and it's sheer nonsense to believe that Donald Trump was the sole cause for that slide into crude nationalism and populism.

Boris Johnson in Britain, Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil, Marine Le Pen in France, Narendra Modi in India and half a dozen other populist leaders have been peddling similar falsehoods to similar demographic groups in deniable partnership with the same neo-liberal financial interests for years: Donald Trump is not unique, nor is he irreplaceable.

We are at what may be peak neo-liberalism right now. It began its rise with the elections of Margaret Thatcher in the United Kingdom in 1979 and Ronald Reagan in the United States in 1980, and for the next four-and-a-half decades the gulf between the very rich and the rest grew steadily wider almost everywhere.

There was nobody to put the brakes on before this process triggered a big political backlash because the global rich are not that well organised. The victims were always free to vote against it but mostly did not until the damage became too obvious to ignore. That is starting to happen now. At this late stage in the cycle, the tactics of subtle misdirection must give way to the cruder distractions of nationalism and populism, and the Trumps and Johnsons of the world get their time on the stage. But they are stereotypes filling roles, not original thinkers with real plans.

As a number of people have pointed out, the graveyards are full of indispensable men.
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									Myanmar crisis hits 'fatigue' level								

															

																<p>Nearly three and a half years since the military coup in February 2021, the <strong>crisis in Myanmar </strong>shows no signs of resolution. The internecine war between the military junta, known as the State Administration Council (SAC), and the various ethnic armed organisations (EAOs) continues unabated, with no endgame in sight.</p>
The situation has also become increasingly dire, with fighting among the EAOs themselves. Following the Northern Alliance's offensive 1027 late last year. the Tatmadaw, as Myanmar's military is known, has gradually lost control of territory, especially in areas bordering China, Thailand and India. Over the past ten months, the EAOs have been bolstered by military victories through joint and individual offensives.

As Vientiane prepares for the Asean Ministerial Meeting (AMM) from July 21-27, the bloc is grappling with the harsh reality of how to approach the Myanmar crisis. As the current Asean chair, Laos strictly adheres to the Five-Point Consensus (5PC) as the guidepost on how the bloc will proceed with Myanmar. However, some Asean members are pushing for more optional approaches towards all stakeholders, intending to jumpstart political dialogue in the future.

Laos has scheduled an informal consultative meeting between the current, past, and future rotating chairs on July 24 to review the implementation of 5PC. Thailand first proposed it after the coup in 2021, but no consensus was reached back then. Early this year, the troika idea was revived following the implementation of the Thai-Myanmar humanitarian assistance plan.

However, the resignation of former deputy prime minister and foreign minister, Parnpree Bahiddha-Nukara in May caused a hiccup in Thailand's efforts to advance the aid plans. As of now, Thailand has yet to name a new chief for the special committee to scrutinise the Myanmar crisis, which used to be headed by Mr Parnpree.

The rotational chairs' meeting is crucial to further maintain the progress under their respective leadership. It will indicate the scope and scale of Indonesia and Malaysia's involvement in the future. Last year, Indonesia held more than 100 meetings with Myanmar's stakeholders. Both countries have been critical of Nay Pyi Taw since the coup. Furthermore, the meeting can decide if they wish to expand the troika formula to troika-plus.

On humanitarian assistance, Thailand wants to see the assistance plan extended to include other dialogue partners and UN special agencies, especially those related to food and health security. The new UN special envoy on Myanmar, Julie Bishop, has been travelling throughout Asean to learn firsthand about the situation in Myanmar. During her latest visit to Thailand, she told Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa that she intended to work with all concerned parties and Asean while keeping a low profile and avoiding publicity. She reiterated that Thailand is a significant player in finding solutions to the situation in Myanmar.

Ahead of the upcoming AMM, Alounkeo Kittikhoun, the current Asean special envoy, has been trying to extract further concessions from the SAC, such as the release of additional political prisoners, stopping violence against civilians, and expanding humanitarian assistance programmes. Without "substantive progress" in these areas, it will be difficult for the Asean chair to invite a senior Myanmar official to attend the bloc's annual conferences. In January, Laos invited an acting permanent secretary for foreign affairs to attend the retreat. Myanmar has already been stripped of the chairmanship in 2026, which will be assumed by the Philippines.

Meanwhile, some Asean members have increased their contacts and communications with the overseas representatives of the National Unity Government (NUG), the civilian government formed in opposition to the military coup, to heap pressure on the SAC. However, they are not ready to recognise the NUG, although some have threatened to do so.

Looking forward, the 5PC remains the effective framework to which all concerned parties must adhere, including the bloc's four powerful dialogue partners--the US, China, India, and Russia. Lately, these great powers have intensified their engagement with various stakeholders, keeping their agendas in mind.

Recently, US Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs, Daniel Kritenbrink, held a second meeting in Hanoi with senior Myanmar officials, signalling Washington's willingness to engage the SAC. The first meeting, in February, took place in an airport hotel in Bangkok with junior officials from Myanmar. During the brief democratic period from 2011-2021, Washington normalised ties with Myanmar after a series of concessions from Nay Pyi Taw. The meetings with the SAC showed Washington's eagerness to leverage its role with other great regional players.

With their common borders, China and India have long been engaging with the SAC and EAOs straddling their adjacent territories. At the end of June, China invited former Myanmar's president Thein Sein to attend the 70th anniversary of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence. His visit was followed by the junta's Commander-in-chief, Gen Soe Win, who was in Qingdao, Shandong province, to participate in a sustainable development forum. These high-level visits came amid intensified fighting in Myanmar's Northeastern region. In the future, these two powerful figures could be on invitation lists of key Asean members.

Last week, at the Bimstec foreign minister (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) retreat in New Delhi, Indian Foreign Minister S Jaishankar met with his Myanmar's counterpart, U Than Swe, reiterating India's support for Myanmar to return to democracy in Myanmar. India has been a strong supporter of track 1.5 meetings, initiated by Bangkok, to address other key issues of illegal narcotics, arms trade and displaced persons for the countries bordering Myanmar. On the sidelines of the retreat, foreign ministers from Thailand, India and Myanmar also held a meeting to discuss their mutual concerns.

Of late, Asean has closely watched Russia's role in Myanmar's conflict. Lest we forget, Moscow has not meaningfully endorsed the 5PC. Russia remains an outlier. With ongoing international isolation imposed after the invasion of Ukraine, Russia is strengthening ties with the developing countries in the Global South, especially Southeast Asia.

These powerful dialogue partners can also pressure the SAC to implement the 5PC fully. At this crucial juncture, some of their activities and schemes, including the so-called "non-lethal" assistance, could directly impact the Asean centrality and the current peace efforts. It is imperative that Asean collaborate and work on the same page to prevent the SAC from playing one power against the other.

With the geopolitical shifts, the SAC must recognise that now is the time to act positively to the Lao chair's suggestions, as the fatigue level within Asean is kicking in. Time is running out for the SAC as its economy is worsening by the hour, and public outrage against the junta's atrocities is growing by the day.

For Asean, the stakes are high. If the crisis is not contained and resolved, outside players can assert their influence and turn the situation into a proxy war, as has happened in other parts of the world. The region must avoid this predicament at all costs.
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									Data access key to health reforms								

															

																<p>Thirty years ago, maternal mortality rates were very rough estimates. Today, data and technology allow us to more accurately measure women's access to sexual and reproductive healthcare, including reductions in maternal mortality, uptake of contraception, and progress toward gender equality. We can now measure success better than ever before.</p>
Many initiatives over the last thirty years have contributed to these advancements. The United Nations Secretary-General's call for a "data revolution" to equip countries with data systems to track and achieve the Sustainable Development Goals has encouraged countries to invest in better data collection, analysis, and measurement tools. While the increasingly available data shines a spotlight on progress, it also exposes the gaps that remain, including in access to sexual and reproductive health and rights.

Consider Amina, a 28-year-old woman living in a remote village in Southeast Asia. Pregnant with her third child, she faces a long journey to the nearest clinic. In her village, there are no skilled birth attendants, and emergency obstetric care is a distant hope. Unfortunately, Amina's story is not unique. I have met women with similar stories across countries in Asia and in the Pacific, and I have seen firsthand that these inequalities in access are widening not only between countries but also within countries.

Health systems are plagued by gender inequality and biases based on displacement and ethnic discrimination. Consequently, indigenous women like Amina are less likely to receive antenatal care, more likely to give birth as teenagers, and much more likely to die from pregnancy-related causes.

This raises the question: Are we collecting the data we need to truly accelerate progress? Who is still going uncounted and unaccounted for?

Data is not just numbers; it's the story of people's lives. It provides insights into the health and well-being of individuals. Quality data collection and analysis help us identify service gaps, understand access barriers, and develop targeted interventions for those often left behind, including women, girls, indigenous populations, people with disabilities, the LGBTQIA+ community, and older persons.

In a region that faces rapid population growth in some areas, rapid ageing in others, as well as widespread climate change, conflict, and crises, reliable population data is more important than ever. Inclusive and culturally relevant data, disaggregated by gender, ethnicity, and other factors, is essential to ensuring everyone -- every individual -- has access to universal sexual and reproductive health and rights.

Data on maternal deaths highlights areas where healthcare systems are failing women. It can reveal shortages in skilled birth attendants, lack of emergency obstetric care, or socio-cultural barriers that prevent women from seeking timely care.

Data on contraceptive use and unmet need for family planning increases understanding of where and why gaps exist, such as cultural stigma or lack of education about contraception that can lead to high rates of unintended pregnancies.

Data on violence against women indicates the prevalence of this horrific act, how and where it happens, and the harms that result. For example, UNFPA's kNOwVAWdata initiative supports ethically sourced quality data to measure the prevalence of violence against women while protecting confidentiality to ensure no further harm. Today, 32 out of 36 countries in the region have conducted at least one survey, providing quality data to inform how better we can serve those who need us most.

By breaking down data by age, geography, and socio-economic status, we can pinpoint barriers and address them through community engagements, awareness campaigns, improved supply chains, and policy changes to push forward those left behind.

Governments, civil society, and international organisations must collaborate to enhance data collection, analysis, and use. This includes leveraging new technologies, such as mobile health platforms and geospatial mapping, to reach and document underserved populations. It also means ensuring data drives decision-making at all levels, from local health clinics to national policy forums.

Data is the lifeblood of effective, equitable healthcare systems. It shows where we are succeeding and where we are falling short. It guides our actions and holds us accountable. Yet, people's lives cannot be summed up by a single statistic or reduced to mere data points. Humanity is a diverse tapestry of hopes and dreams, and it is by ensuring every individual is accounted for that we can fulfil our vision: a resilient and equitable future where everyone counts.



Pio Smith is Regional Director for Asia and the Pacific United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).
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									Nato's Washington summit deepens spat with China								
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																During Nato's 75th anniversary summit held in Washington last week, China's defence ministry made a surprise announcement.
An unspecified number of elite Chinese paratroopers and other military forces, it said, were flying to Belarus to conduct previously unannounced joint training that would last throughout the Nato gathering.

The exercise, codenamed "Eagle Assault", will last 11 days until July 19, conducting "anti-terrorist exercises" including night landings, crossing water obstacles and urban operations.

More pointedly still, they will take place in the Belarusian city of Brest, 8 kilometres from the border with Nato member Poland -- although Chinese officials denied the manoeuvres were aimed at any particular foreign country.

Even without the drills -- which appear to be among the largest exercises China has ever conducted on the European continent -- China was always set to be on the agenda at the Nato summit.

There was a formal meeting on Thursday morning of alliance leaders with Asia-Pacific "partners" from Japan, South Korea and New Zealand. Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese did not attend the meeting, instead represented by his deputy.

China is an ever-rising concern to many within Nato and beyond, not least because of what US and other allied officials say is Beijing's increasing support for Russia in Ukraine, delivering a growing number of critical components for Russian weapons systems, if not yet lethal weaponry itself.

"We must not forget that today the PRC [People's Republic of China] is the largest enabler of Russia's war against Ukraine through the provision of dual-use goods," Nato Director of Policy Planning Benedetta Berti told an event at think-tank The Atlantic Council last Monday.

China could not expect to be treated as a responsible member of the international community while doing that, she added.

After the leak of a draft of the Nato summit communique that used similar language, Chinese officials responded furiously.

"As we all know, China is not the creator of the crisis in Ukraine," a Chinese foreign affairs ministry spokesman said, describing the draft Nato declaration as "full of Cold War mentality and belligerent rhetoric" and the China-related content as "full of provocations, lives, incitement and smears".

Exactly how Nato might engage itself in Asia is a subject of no little disagreement -- at last year's conference in Vilnius, French President Emmanuel Macron vetoed an otherwise widely-backed proposal to open a small alliance office in Japan.

While supporters of that proposal say it is important to keep Nato directly involved in major global security issues, including in the Pacific region, others -- most particularly France -- argue such activity risks being a distraction from Nato's core task of defending Europe.

This year, Chinese officials have become much more vocal in their opposition to Nato conducting any Asia-facing work.

"It is necessary to resist the negative impact of the Indo-Pacific strategy and guard against Nato reaching out to the Asia-Pacific," Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi told Thai counterpart Maris Sangiampongsa last Tuesday.

An alliance that began with 12 members in 1949 and now includes 30 European nations plus the United States and Canada, Nato's founding North Atlantic Treaty declares that an attack on one member is an attack on all.

That promise is explicitly limited to the North Atlantic region, although the alliance has already occasionally operated "out of area" including during conflicts in Afghanistan and Libya.

Speaking in Beijing, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman Lian Jian responded to a question on the Nato summit by saying China's stance on the alliance remained "consistent".

"We firmly oppose Nato acting beyond its characterisation as a regional defence alliance, inserting itself into the Asia-Pacific to incite confrontation and rivalry and disrupting the prosperity and stability in this region," he said.

In reality, few of the discussions in Washington this week revolve around Nato "expanding" to include Asia, certainly not through bringing in potential Asian members such as Japan, South Korea or the Philippines.

All of these countries have their own mutual defence deals with the US already, plus other, ever-deepening multinational relationships, all spurred by mounting worries over China.

Taiwan, recognised by most nations as part of China but functioning as a de facto independent state, has its relations with the US government under the US-Taiwan Relations Act, which has always left "strategically ambiguous" whether Washington would defend the island, though President Joe Biden has more recently said several times emphatically that it would.

At the end of January, the US military headquarters in Europe at Ramstein Air Base in Germany held a Nato conference explicitly aimed at stopping Chinese efforts to recruit former allied military pilots and other aircrew to train Beijing's military as contractors.

US officials warned that some of those efforts included recruitment by front companies that did not declare their links to China's military.

"Increasingly, partners in Europe see challenges ... in Asia as being relevant to them, just as partners in Asia see challenges halfway around the world in Europe is being relevant to them," US Secretary of State Antony Blinken told the Brookings Institution think-tank last week.

However, there will have been no shortage of voices in Washington this week warning Nato's European members that they cannot afford to get too sidetracked by thinking about Beijing.

Indeed, insiders say one of the purposes of the classified "Nato Secret" session with Asia-Pacific leaders was to convince the Europeans the risk of war in Asia is now very real -- and that with the US now increasingly focused on the China threat, Europe must do more to defend itself.

Such views may be voiced most loudly by those competing for places in a future Donald Trump administration, but they are shared by many within the Biden team as well.

The worst-case scenario, officials in Washington, Brussels and above all Eastern Europe increasingly believe, is that what both sides now call the "no limits" partnership between Russian President Vladimir Putin and Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping one day prompts Beijing to encourage Moscow to launch a limited land grab against exposed Nato nations such as the Baltic states.

Such a move could leave US forces struggling to simultaneously confront Russia and China on opposite sides of the world -- and make it much easier for China to achieve potential military ambitions, including a Taiwan invasion.

Others, however, suggest the Russia-China partnership may already be showing its limits.

For all the diplomatic smiles, however, Moscow and Beijing are also effectively competitors for influence across Central Asia and beyond. Russian troops do not appear to have been invited to the China-Belarus drills currently underway.

The world is getting more complicated. Nato appears to have decided it cannot ignore events in the Pacific. China, for its part, is signalling that it also views the European continent as part of an increasingly contested planet. REUTERS

Peter Apps is a writer on international affairs, globalization, conflict and other issues. His book 'Deterring Armageddon: A Biography of Nato: the 'astonishingly fine history' of the world's most successful military alliance' is released in April.
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									The sanctuary within

									Exhibition by Jarupatcha Achavasmit intertwines creative expression with sustainable practices
								

								Discover a unique blend of artistry and environmental mindfulness at The Peninsula Bangkok's newest exhibition, "Sanctuary Within", featuring the work of textile artist Jarupatcha Achavasmit. 
								As an integral part of the hotel's celebrated "Art In Resonance" programme, the exhibition intertwines creative expression with sustainable practices.

[image: ]

Jarupatcha's three-month residency at the hotel culminates in a display, where discarded items from the hotel are transformed into stunning art pieces. After studying the hotel's waste, she categorised the discarded items into aluminium, fabric, paper and food waste. Her expertise in weaving and sustainable design breathes new life into these materials, turning trash into treasures.

[image: ]

To bring Jarupatcha's vision to life and create the fullest impact, The Peninsula Bangkok has partnered with UOB Thailand, a staunch supporter of the arts and sustainability. UOB Thailand's partnership underscores a shared commitment to enriching the community and promoting sustainable practices Through UOB's sponsorship, the "Sanctuary Within" exhibition is set to captivate visitors with its innovative use of recycled materials and its celebration of new beginnings.

[image: ]

The "Sanctuary Within" exhibition consists of three installations, all prominently displayed in the main lobby area: Floating Forest, which appears as a glittering, silvery floating sculpture. Closer inspection reveals its true composition. More than  12,000 recycled bathroom amenity containers from the hotel, along with recycled aluminium and PET bottles. Each container was meticulously cleaned and cut by artisans and volunteer staff from the hotel. The resulting sculptures, shaped like ginkgo leaves, symbolise growth and new beginnings.

[image: ]

Above the entrance hangs a woven fabric installation, "Cotton Field", made from the finest Egyptian cotton, originally used as bed linen at The Peninsula Bangkok. These linens, once marked by minor defects, have been repurposed through a delicate process of dyeing and painting. In collaboration with Thai artist Ake Atthasumpunna, natural colours derived from hotel-grown butterfly pea flowers and various vegetables and fruits from the hotel's kitchen were used to breathe new life into the linens.

[image: ]

The Paper Sky is made from more than 100kg of used office paper by shredding it and sending it to artisans in Chiang Rai province. The paper is transformed into new paper that incorporates 50% bamboo fibre. Collaborating with Ake, this freshly recycled paper was coloured and painted using natural dyes. The paper was then deconstructed and uniquely woven by Jarupatcha into an abstract art piece that merges sustainability with creativity.

The "Sanctuary Within" is on view until Aug 31 at The Peninsula Bangkok.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/arts-and-entertainment/2831562/the-sanctuary-within



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




									New movies out this week: July 18-24

									Be ready for Deadpool variants in 'Deadpool & Wolverine'
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
								[image: ]


Escape

Directed by Jong-pil Lee.

Who's in it?

Song Kang, Lee Je-Hoon and Koo Kyo-hwan.

What's it about?

This film depicts the life-threatening escape and chase of Gyu-nam, a North Korean soldier, who dreams of a life with a tomorrow on the other side of the barbed-wire fence, and Hyeon-sang, a National Security Agency officer, who must stop him.

Why watch it?

A South Korean film on North Korea.



Releases on July 24

[image: ]

Deadpool & Wolverine

Directed by Shawn Levy.

Who's in it?

Ryan Reynolds, Hugh Jackman and Emma Corrin.

What's it about?

Wolverine is recovering from his injuries when he crosses paths with the loudmouth Deadpool. They team up to defeat a common enemy.

Why watch it?

For the cast and the banter.
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									Catch a glimpse of the new season of Stranger Things

									
								

								The long-awaited Season 5 of Stranger Things has hit the halfway mark of filming. As a result, Netflix has released a behind-the-scenes video, revealing new cast members joining the final season.
								In Season 4, Vecna emerged as the ultimate villain, a powerful threat to Hawkins. The season ends in an apocalyptic atmosphere and unveils a glimpse of Vecna's invasion of the human world.

The fate of Max Mayfield (Sadie Sink), Will's (Noah Schnapp) connection to Vecna and the pivotal role of Eleven (Millie Bobby Brown) also hint at a tragic endgame for characters in Season 5.

The behind-the-scenes video offers a sneak peek of what's to come and welcomes three new cast members, Nell Fisher, Jake Connelly and Alex Breaux, who will join the thrilling adventure.

Fisher is a 12-year-old British-New Zealander actress who plays Holly Wheeler -- the younger sister of Mike and Nancy, and the youngest child of Karen and Ted Wheeler -- who was previously portrayed in the Netflix series by twin sisters Anniston and Tinsley Price. Connelly is playing Derek, a young overweight boy who is an outsider with no friends who is rude to adults and a bully to those his own age. Breaux is playing an unknown unannounced character.



The behind-the-scenes video of Stranger Things Season 5 is now available on YouTube.
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									Artist presents divergent worlds on canvas

									
								

								An endlessly heartwarming tale of two separate worlds is portrayed through delicate art at "A Cold Day In July", which kicks off today and runs until Aug 18 at the RCB Photographers' Gallery, 2nd floor of River City Bangkok, Charoen Krung 24.
								This is the first solo exhibition in seven years by celebrated artist Art Jeeno, who masterfully translates the delicate and fragile essence of human emotions onto canvas, evoking a profound and heartfelt response in every viewer.

The exhibition's title is an idiom that refers to a time or event that seems unlikely or will never come. It draws its roots from the fact that the weather in Europe is usually very hot in July. In tropical regions like Thailand, the month coincides with the rainy season, making the prospect of a cold day nearly impossible.

For this show, which highlights Art Jeeno's growth and unique contribution to the art world, he blends his signature technique of manga-style storytelling with oil and canvas to narrate tales of impossibility.

Through the characters "He/Him" and "She/Her", who exist in the same world yet are utterly different in every dimension, the artist explores themes of contrast and divergence with profound artistic insight.

A three-time winner of the prestigious Japan International Manga Award, Art Jeeno is reputed for his ability to convey the delicate and ephemeral thoughts and emotions of humans through facial expressions and actions, which have become his distinctive artistic signature.

There is no admission fee. Visit rivercitybangkok.com or call 02-237-0077/8.
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									Trade show gathers leaders in electronics

									
								

								International innovators, technology enthusiasts and electronic circuit board manufacturers will be showcasing their products and services during "Thailand Electronics Circuit Asia (THECA) 2024", which will take place at Bitec Hall 101, Bang Na-Trat Road, from July 24 to 26, 10am to 6pm.
								Held for the first time by the Thailand Board of Investment in collaboration with the Thai Printed Circuit Association and the Hong Kong Printed Circuit Association (HKPCA), the trade show focuses on the manufacturing and solutions of Printed Circuit Boards and Printed Circuit Board Assembly.

The three-day event will feature business matching activities, innovative displays from 200 leading companies, while job seekers can connect with businesses and industry experts from across Asia, Europe and North America.

Alongside prominent Thai companies like KCE Electronics, Auromex, Mitsubishi Electric Factory Automation (Thailand) and Delta Electronics (Thailand), the trade show will also feature the participation of international companies and industry associations, notably representatives from China, Korea, Japan, the Philippines, India and the Netherlands.

This is also an opportunity for upskilling and reskilling as the event will present academic conferences and international workshops covering a diverse range of topics. These sessions are presented by the HKPCA to foster knowledge exchange, share research and development findings, and promote innovation in smart manufacturing technology and artificial intelligence.

The aim is to establish a network of entrepreneurs within the electronic circuit board industry, foster collaboration and drive innovation that is not only efficient but also valuable.

Registrations can be made via thailandelectronicscircuitasia.com or facebook.com/thailandelectronicscircuitasia.
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									Royal Barge Procession rehearsals underway

									
								

								As the Royal Thai Navy gears up for the Royal Kathin (robe offering) ceremony, scheduled for Oct 27, people can watch rehearsals of the Royal Barge procession from now until October.

 
								A display of royal barges is on view at the Navy's Thonburi Naval Dockyard where visitors can observe rhythmic barge-rowing song training for oarsmen until tomorrow and again from July 23-26 from 2pm to 3.30pm.

Three of the 52 royal barges --Suphannahong, Narai Song Suban and Anantanakkharat -- will be on display at Ratchaworadit Pier from July 27-29 to coincide with an exhibition honouring His Majesty King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua. There will be two daily barge-rowing performances on July 27 and July 28, at 3pm and 7pm, and July 29 at 5pm and 8pm.

Until July 30, visitors can also observe oarsmen practising bare rowing under Rama VIII Bridge from 9am to 3pm (except on weekends and public holidays).

						

							
						


Visit the Royal Barges National Museum and the Royal Thai Navy pages on Facebook.
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TAT hosts another Vijitr event to boost tourism

From July to September, the Tourism Authority of Thailand is organising the second Vijitr 5 Regions event to showcase Thailand's rich history and charming cultural heritage in efforts to boost tourism during the green season.

In the northeastern region, Ubon Ratchathani's seven tourist sites will be illuminated with colourful projection mapping presentations and lighting displays until Sunday. From 6pm to midnight, visitors can enjoy a night tour and see 15 spectacular light and sound shows at Thung Si Muang Park, City Pillar Shrine, Ubon Ratchathani National Museum, Wat Supattanaram Worawihan, Wat Thung Si Muang, Wat Burapharam and Wat Maha Wanaram, all of which celebrate and honour Buddhist beliefs.

In the eastern region, the touring light and sound festival is slated to land in Chon Buri from Saturday until July 28. From 6pm to midnight, Koh Loy in Si Racha district will be turned into an imaginative playground, complete with a number of light shows and interactive art installations that invite visitors to explore the aquatic world. Street cuisine and a concert by well-known artists will also feature.

Visit facebook.com/vijitrthailand.
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Bangkok-Vientiane train service begins tomorrow

Travellers will have a new option to arrange trips between Thailand and Laos, with the launch of the Bangkok-Vientiane (Khamsavath) train service tomorrow. Passengers can make reservations using the D-Ticket mobile app, the D-Ticket website (dticket.railway.co.th) and ticket booths at SRT stations up to 180 days in advance.

The train is scheduled to depart Krung Thep Aphiwat Central Terminal Station (Bangkok Central) at 9.25pm on Friday and arrive at Vientiane's Khamsavath station at 9.05am on Saturday. The Khamsavath train station is 7km from downtown Vientiane. From there, passengers can take public transportation to several tourist destinations like That Luang, Patuxai Victory Monument, Vat Sisaket and Hor Phra Keo.

[image: ]

The Murray, Hong Kong offers special rewards

To celebrate Global Hotel Alliances' 20th anniversary, The Murray, Hong Kong, a Niccolo Hotel, is offering GHA Discovery members bonus Discovery Dollars -- D$1,000,000 (worth US$1,000,000 or 35.9 million baht) from now until Sept 30.

A stay at The Murray and other GHA member hotel brands can earn additional prizes, ranging from D$300 to D$1,000. With a minimum spend of $600 per stay required, a GHA member who stays at the most brands will receive a grand prize of D$200,000, with second and third runner-up rewards of D$20,000.

Visit niccolohotels.com.
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									New releases for your streaming pleasure: July 17-23

									14 new titles from Apple TV+, Netflix, HBO Go, Prime Video, Discovery, AFN and Warner TV
								

								Looking for a title to binge-watch this weekend? Here's our pick!
								APPLE TV+

[image: ]

Lady In The Lake 

Premieres on July 19

When the disappearance of a young girl grips the city of Baltimore on Thanksgiving 1966, the lives of two women converge on a fatal collision course. Maddie Schwartz is a Jewish housewife seeking to shed a secret past and reinvent herself as an investigative journalist, and Cleo Johnson is a mother navigating the political underbelly of Black Baltimore while struggling to provide for her family. Their disparate lives seem parallel at first, but when Maddie becomes fixated on Cleo's mystifying death, a chasm opens that puts everyone around them in danger. A feverish noir thriller and an unexpected tale about the price women pay for their dreams.  seven-part limited series. 

[image: ]

Omnivore 

Premieres on July 19

Created and narrated by Rene Redzepi, chef and co-owner of Noma, the docs-series takes viewers on an immersive journey into the world of food. Through the lens of the key ingredients that connect us all, the series explores the profound beauty and intricate complexities of the human experience. Each episode celebrates the cultivation, transformation and consumption of eight of the world's most essential ingredients, including bananas, chillies, coffee, corn, pork, rice, salt and tuna, revealing how they serve as the cornerstones of global cultural heritage. Redzepi and Matt Goulding guide audiences on a globe-spanning odyssey, unveiling intricate stories behind the ingredients that have shaped societies, cultures, beliefs and the course of human history. The series takes viewers to destinations around the world, including Denmark, Serbia, Thailand, Spain, Japan, Djibouti, Peru, South Korea, France, Colombia, India, Bali, Rwanda and Mexico, as well as locations throughout the United States. In each episode, Redzepi and various series contributors offer an intimate exploration of culinary traditions, showcasing local efforts to honor, conserve and protect Earth's offerings.



NETFLIX
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Cobra Kai: Season 6 Part 1

Premieres on July 18

With the global tournament approaching, Daniel and Johnny work to rebuild their team. But old enemies and new threats stand in the way of victory.
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Master Of The House

Premieres on July 18

A family enters a power struggle following the death of their patriarch, who leaves behind his diamond empire -- and the housekeeper he recently married.

[image: ]

Sweet Home: Season 3

Premieres on July 19

The world teeters on the boundary between monsters and humans, leaving humanity with a difficult choice. As desires clash, a desperate fight ensues.

[image: ]

Too Hot To Handle: Season 6

Premieres on July 19

New season, new prize fund, new twists -- and a naughty new sidekick for Lana, who's stirring up trouble among the villa's sexy singles.

[image: ]

Skywalkers: A Love Story

Premieres on July 19

Two real-life daredevils test the limits of their love and trust by illegally scaling one of the world's tallest buildings to perform an acrobatic stunt.

[image: ]

Find Me Falling

Premieres on July 19

After a failed comeback album, a rock star (Harry Connick Jr.) escapes to a cliffside home on a dreamy Mediterranean island, only to find his new life complicated by unwanted visitors -- and an old flame. 



HBO/ HBO GO
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Oppenheimer 

Premieres on July 20

The first biographical drama from Christopher Nolan about the physicist J. Robert Oppenheimer's role in the development of the atomic bomb, and his pulse-pounding paradox of risking the world in order to save it.



PRIME VIDEO
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My Spy The Eternal City

Premieres on July 18

Back by popular demand, My Spy's dynamic duo, veteran CIA operative JJ (Dave Bautista) and his 14-year-old stepdaughter and protege Sophie (Chloe Coleman), reunite to save the world when a high school choir tour of Italy is interrupted by a nefarious nuclear plot targeting the Vatican

[image: ]

Betty La Fea, The Story Continues

Premieres on  July 19

What comes after happily ever after? Picking up two years since her departure from Ecomoda, Betty is still married to Armando but on the brink of divorce, trying desperately to connect with their adolescent daughter, and wondering whether she's happy with her chosen path. Roberto, Armando's father and Ecomoda founder, has passed and his dying wish is for Betty to return to the company. Betty will have to rebuild her relationship with her daughter, assume control of Ecomoda as president, and decide whether to reconcile with Armando, who is determined to regain her affection. Betty will be reunited with mischievous gossips Cuartel de las Feas, vain and arrogant Hugo Lombardi, and seductive gold digger Patricia "La Pelitenida", each gone through their own changes and struggles in these 20 years.



DISCOVERY CHANNEL
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In The Eye Of The Storm

Premieres on July 16

Firsthand accounts and compelling eyewitness footage of close calls from inside epic natural disasters are revealed in the new series, In the Eye of the Storm. Megastorms like 2021's Hurricane Ida and the 2023 Maui Wildfires were captured by onlookers who found themselves in the wrong place at the right time and boldly held up their camera phones to document their experiences.



AFN
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Just Eat

Premieres on July 19 

Venture on a delectable culinary journey with local Taiwanese celebrities and experience Taiwan's vibrant food culture. From bustling night markets to home kitchens, discover the flavours that define Taiwan and the stories that make them unforgettable.



WARNER TV
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The Mule

Premieres on July 20

Clint Eastwood stars as Earl Stone, a man in his 80s who is broke, alone and facing foreclosure of his business when he is offered a job that simply requires him to drive. Easy enough, but, unbeknownst to Earl, he's just signed on as a drug courier for a Mexican cartel. He does well -- so well, in fact, that his cargo increases exponentially, and Earl is assigned a handler. But he isn't the only one keeping tabs on Earl; the mysterious new drug mule has also hit the radar of hard-charging DEA agent Colin Bates. And even as his money problems become a thing of the past, Earl's past mistakes start to weigh heavily on him, and it's uncertain if he'll have time to right those wrongs before law enforcement, or the cartel's enforcers, catch up to him. Inspired by a true story.
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									Four Bangkok bars in top half of Asia's 50 Best Bars 2024

									Bar Leone debuts on list and goes straight to top spot
								

								HONG KONG - Capping off days of guest bartender shifts, spirits brand pop-ups and everything boozy in between was the ninth edition of the Asia's 50 Best Bars awards, held for the second consecutive year at The Rosewood Hong Kong hotel in Tsim Sha Tsui.
								This year, four venues in Bangkok are in the ranking.

Hundreds of guests congregated at the luxury Kowloon hotel to hear the results of the ranking, compiled through votes by a panel of industry players from the Asia region. 

Prior to the awards ceremony, many were curious to find out whether Hong Kong bar Coa, which had been ranked in top spot for three consecutive years, would retain its crown for a record-breaking fourth.

In a surprise twist, Coa placed 4th on the list this year; the bar's reign was ended by none other than fellow Hong Kong entrant Bar Leone, which debuted on the list and went straight to the number one spot.

It is the first time in history that a bar has entered Asia's 50 Best Bars and taken the top ranking in its first year of operation.

[image: ]
Dohyung Kim of Seoul's Zest bar, left, with Lorenzo Antinori of Hong Kong's Bar Leone moments before the number one bar was announced. (Photo: South China Morning Post)



The Italian watering hole in Sheung Wan on Hong Kong Island co-founded by Lorenzo Antinori opened in the summer of 2023 and quickly became one of the city's most beloved bars, known for its straightforward yet complex cocktails and equally moreish bar food.

When it came down to announcing the final two spots, both Bar Leone and Zest in Korea were introduced as the best bars in their respective regions.

Antinori quickly weaved his way through the crowd to stand arm in arm with Zest's Dohyung Kim, who earlier in the evening received the prestigious Bartender's Bartender award for his contributions to the industry.

"I'm speechless," Antinori said as soon as he got on stage to receive the award with the rest of the team, who were visibly in tears.

"It's a project of love. We want Bar Leone to be a celebration of simplicity. We want a place where people feel welcome," he said.

He paid tribute to the community in Seoul as well as Hong Kong, who welcomed him when he moved to Asia seven years ago. Prior to opening Bar Leone, Antinori was in charge at Argo at Four Seasons Hong Kong.

The bar community were ecstatic in their appreciation for the Italian bartender, with continuous chants of "Lorenzo! Lorenzo!" echoing across the ballroom.

"We believe that maybe there was a mistake. Maybe they forgot about us, and we should leave quietly," Antinori joked in the press room, referring to the anxious wait during the ceremony to hear whether his bar had made it to the list or not.

Antinori says that Hong Kong's bar scene is very competitive but at the same time "it gives you a lot. We are a Hong Kong bar, and we are very proud of that."

The high-energy ceremony handed many awards to bartending talent around the region, with several firsts: Barc became the first bar in Nepal to join the list, while the inaugural award for best bar design went to Singapore's Atlas, a beautiful art deco-style gin parlour which was envisioned by Hassell Studio.

The best new opening award went to Hong Kong's The Savory Project, which ranked 19th in its debut showing.

This year's list has 18 regions around Asia represented, with Singapore once again leading with 11 entries, while Hong Kong boasts eight. There are 15 new entries in the ranking this year.

In 2023, the top five bars were from different regions: Zest in Seoul (5th), Bar Benfiddich in Tokyo (4th), BKK Social Club in Bangkok (3rd), Jigger & Pony in Singapore (2nd) and Coa in Hong Kong (1st). That year, Singapore led the charge with 11 entries on the list compared to Hong Kong's eight; Seoul had six entries.

The event was attended by a mixture of local and industry professionals from the bar and spirits trade, along with influencers and journalists flown in from around the world to cover the festivities; the event is listed as one of Hong Kong's "mega events" in 2024.

The ceremony for World's 50 Best Bars, previously held in Singapore in October 2023, will move to Spain later this year; the rankings will be announced on Oct 22 at the Madrid Arena.

The full list of Asia's 50 Best Bars 2024

An asterisk denotes a new entry to the list


	50 Pine & Co, Seoul *

	49 Atlas, Singapore

	48 Le Chamber, Seoul

	47 The Halflington, Hanoi *

	46 Alice, Seoul

	45 Mostly Harmless, Hong Kong

	44 The Public House, Taipei

	43 CMYK, Changsha *

	42 Fura, Singapore

	41 Reka, Kuala Lumpur *

	40 ZLB23, Bengaluru *

	39 Barc, Kathmandu *

	38 Employees Only, Singapore

	37 Bar Mood, Taipei

	36 Bar Trigona, Kuala Lumpur

	35 Analogue Initiative, Singapore

	34 The Bellwood, Tokyo

	33 The Curator, Manila

	32 Origin Bar, Singapore *

	31 Native, Singapore

	30 Vender, Taichung

	29 Smoke & Bitters, Hiriketiya, Sri Lanka

	28 Craftroom, Osaka *

	27 Pantja, Jakarta

	26 Quinary, Hong Kong

	25 Offtrack, Singapore *

	24 Penicillin, Hong Kong

	23 The SG Club, Tokyo

	22 The St Regis Bar, Macau *

	21 Bar Us, Bangkok *
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Bar Us, Bangkok. (Photo: Bar Us, Bangkok)




	20 Bar Cham, Seoul

	19 The Savory Project, Hong Kong *

	18 Mahaniyom Cocktail Club, Bangkok

	17 Darkside, Hong Kong

	16 Night Hawk, Singapore *

	15 Sago House, Singapore

	14 Hope & Sesame, Guangzhou

	13 Vesper, Bangkok



[image: ]
Vesper, Bangkok. (Photo: Vesper)




	12 The Cocktail Club, Jakarta

	11 Virtu, Tokyo

	10 The Aubrey, Hong Kong

	9 Argo, Hong Kong

	8 Penrose, Kuala Lumpur

	7 BKK Social Club, Bangkok

	6 Nutmeg & Clove, Singapore

	5 Bar Benfiddich, Tokyo

	4 Coa, Hong Kong

	3 Jigger & Pony, Singapore

	2 Zest, Seoul

	1 Bar Leone, Hong Kong *



[image: ]
Representatives of the 50 bars and other awardees on stage at the Asia's 50 Best Bars 2024 ceremony at the Rosewood hotel in Hong Kong. (Photo: Asia's 50 Best Bars)
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									Jessica Jung returns to Bangkok for solo concert

									
								

								Korean celebrity Jessica Jung will make a comeback to the Kingdom with her second solo concert at Impact Exhibition Hall 5, Muang Thong Thani, on Aug 31 at 7pm.
								Organised by Sum Supreme Media and 43, the "Diamond Dreams Concert Tour Bangkok 2024" is the first show in five years by the Korean-American singer and former Girls' Generation member whose unique voice and captivating stage presence has won the hearts of fans worldwide.

Jessica expanded her career to various fields, including acting, fashion designing and writing. She established her own fashion brand, Blanc & Eclare, in 2014 and released her first autobiographical novel in 2020.

She has released several mini-albums and digital songs including With Love, J; Wonderland; My Decade; and Call Me Before You Sleep.

In 2022, Jessica proved her singing prowess in the Chinese reality singing shows Sisters Who Make Waves Season 3 and The Treasured Voice 4. Her outstanding performances received high recognition and increased her popularity in China.

Last November, she released her fourth, self-produced, mini album Beep Beep, for which she composed two songs -- Better Late Than Never and Set Me Free. She's currently on her Diamond Dreams concert tour with stops in Asia, North America and Europe.

Tickets cost 2,500, 4,500, 5,500 and 6,500 baht and can be purchased from ticketmelon.com.

Visit facebook.com/43ent.
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									AI in the spotlight

									A forum at TK Park focuses on the impact and governance of the emerging technology on society
								

								In today's digital age, artificial intelligence has become increasingly integrated into people's daily lives, from movie recommendations on streaming platforms to virtual assistants like Siri and Alexa and semi-autonomous technology in Tesla vehicles. As a result, the misuse of AI is becoming an issue of concern.
								To provide knowledge about the ethical use of AI, the Center for Science, Technology and Society of Chulalongkorn University collaborated with A+ Alliance Organisation and Thailand Knowledge Park (TK Park) to organise the event "AI Ethics Exhibition Thailand 2024". At the event, which took place at TK Park, participants learned about the ethical use of AI through workshops, forums, a design exhibition and a competition titled Feminist AI Hackathon.

One of the forums at the event, Ethics Of AI, Government And Policy, discussed how the Thai government is addressing ethical issues regarding AI. Sak Segkhoonthod, senior adviser at the Electronic Transactions Development Agency, stated that many global organisations such as the UN and Unesco adopted an ethical framework for the use of AI a few years ago. In Thailand, the Office of the National Digital Economy and Society Commission adopted basic ethical principles for AI from the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development's framework, but adjusted it and added more principles that were deemed appropriate for Thailand.

Sak explained that the main ethical principle is fairness. With the release of ethical standards, Thailand can now legislate laws for particular sectors that may incur risks to the public when using AI. Since each industry has a different context, some sectors may require regulations prohibiting the use of AI for certain issues. Sak gave the example of the health industry.

"Several years ago, a private company proposed that the Ministry of Public Health place an AI pharmacy kiosk in front of a convenience store. Patients could receive their medication after chatting with the AI kiosk. It is convenient for patients, but if anyone develops negative reactions to the medication supplied by the AI kiosk, who will be responsible for the consequences? Therefore, the Ministry of Public Health did not give permission to install it. Following the release of its AI ethical standards, Thailand is moving forward to establish AI governance," explained Sak.

"Some people think that governance is only about maintaining law and order, but governance also means using AI to address and solve pain points while protecting consumers and adhering to ethical principles. It is about finding balance between consumer protection and fostering AI innovations."

Most Thai people are familiar with technology from abroad. It was a surprise to learn that Thailand also has a high-performance supercomputer. Apivadee Piyatumrong, a researcher at the National Electronics and Computer Technology Center (NECTEC), said that LANTA at the National Science and Technology Development Agency is an efficient supercomputer. LANTA ranks 70th on the list of the world's most powerful supercomputers and it is number one in Asean.

NECTEC has also developed a large language model, Open Thai GPT, for Thai people. As an open-source model, anyone can download and further develop it without charge. Despite having many great researchers and a supercomputer, Thailand is still struggling to develop a large Thai language model since massive data and huge investments are required.

"In just one year, ChatGPT by Open AI rapidly developed its abilities in Thai language. We may think that as Thai people, we have the best understanding of Thai language. However, when it comes to developing large language models, having more money allows one to gather more data and having greater computing power enabled Open AI to launch ChatGPT quickly," said Apivadee.

As a member of the House of Representatives, Natthaphong Ruengpanyawut, deputy secretary-general of the Information and Digital Systems Development Department at the Move Forward Party, was asked whether Thailand has any policy regarding AI.

Natthaphong said he has discussed this issue with the Thai Special Committee which has members from many parties. Many committee members believe that Thailand does not yet need AI regulatory laws because an AI industry has not yet emerged. Most committee members think that government agencies and political parties should focus on promoting AI industry and whenever negative impacts from AI occur, government agencies can begin to regulate it. However, Natthaphong believes that there should be a policy in place that can both promote and regulate AI industry at the same time.

"In Singapore, there is a government organisation to certify standards of AI products to ensure they adhere to ethical principles. By receiving approval certificates, businesses gain user trust, so they serve as a promotion for business. Moreover, they serve as a regulatory measure because the government must inspect products before issuing certifications," explained Natthaphong.

Natthaphong said while many committee members support the idea of having watermarks on AI products, this has not yet become a reality.

"There should be a standard for the technology industry and media should include watermarks to identify if it was produced by humans or AI. If media do not include this information, it should not be allowed to be uploaded on any platforms. Everyone has the right to know whether the media we see was made by humans or AI," said Natthaphong.

The development of the AI industry in Thailand faces many difficulties. Sak pointed out concerns such as the need for more policymakers who understand the AI industry. Second, Thais should have AI literacy, but technology changes rapidly, making it difficult to keep up. Third, people may become unemployed due to AI. The government should prepare a Universal Basic Income scheme as social welfare for all citizens, like some countries have available for their citizens.

"There is also AI inequality between developed and developing countries. The government should find alliances in Asean and if such alliance cannot be formed, the region may have to follow rules stipulated by developed countries. This would make Thailand dependent on developed countries and risk being controlled by their technology. Thailand should develop its own AI devices, even if they are not as advance as those created by the US or China," said Sak.

A participant at the forum said that she was worried about AI technology and asked if the world is better with or without AI. Sak answered that AI technology will bring more benefits than negative impacts.

"In the past, a doctor took four hours to examine a patient's eyes. With AI technology, it takes only five minutes. One doctor also gave an example of a case where a doctor overlooked a suspicious spot in a patient's lung X-ray and three years later, it was discovered that patient had stage three cancer. AI technology can help doctors to detect suspicious spots," explained Sak.

"The risk regarding AI is not about privacy, but about misinformation. A solution is to enhance people's AI literacy. Another solution is to create a beneficial AI to fight against malicious AI. For example, Microsoft created software which can detect potential scam calls or fraudulent activities."

To deal with AI technology, all speakers emphasised that AI literacy and lifelong learning are important. Sak pointed out that in the future, the definition of vulnerable groups may include people who lack AI literacy.

"Lifelong learning is a very important skill, but there is inequality in developing lifelong learning skills due to unequal access to technology. Currently, the government has created knowledge sources similar to Thailand Knowledge Park in various locations and on different scales. Every government agency should collaborate in various dimensions to promote AI literacy and lifelong learning," said Apivadee.
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