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        Election 2024 live updates: Trump to speak on Day 4 of the Republican convention
        Mariana Alfaro, Amy B Wang, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Azi Paybarah

        Live updates from the 2024 election campaign trail, with the latest news on Biden, Trump and the Republican National Convention.

      

      
        Dear Voter: Wish you weren't here
        Aaron Blake

        It's not just Milwaukee. Donald Trump has talked smack about American cities and states that make up almost 40 percent of the population -- including five of six key swing states.

      

      
        New details on Trump rally shooter, but still no clear motive
        Perry Stein, Devlin Barrett, Jacqueline Alemany, Abigail Hauslohner

        Thomas Matthew Crooks had searched online for information about former president Donald Trump and President Biden and had photos of both men saved on his phone.

      

      
        Trump to address fully consolidated party at the RNC convention
        Isaac Arnsdorf, Josh Dawsey, Dan Balz

        He has suggested he wants to strike a more unifying tone after an attempted assassination but has remained combative on social media this week.

      

      
        Obama tells allies Biden needs to seriously consider his viability
        Tyler Pager, Michael Scherer

        The former president, hugely influential in the party, has told associates that Biden's path to victory has significantly shrunk.

      

      
        'It's now last week's news': Trump voters brush off his court cases
        Hannah Knowles

        The court cases hanging over Trump's bid for reelection seemed almost like an afterthought for many who gathered in Milwaukee this week.

      

      
        Republicans are talking about Harris a lot more than they did in 2020
        Philip Bump

        The Republican convention is tipping its hand about infighting among Democrats.

      

      
        RNC is a Trump family show: Who does -- and doesn't -- have a speaking role?
        Annabelle Timsit, Maham Javaid

        Donald Trump's relatives onstage include sons Donald Jr. and Eric and his granddaughter Kai Trump. Wife Melania and daughter Ivanka have not yet appeared.

      

      
        Despite platform change, Republicans remain divided on same-sex marriage
        Maegan Vazquez

        Although more than two-thirds of Americans said in a recent poll that same-sex marriages should remain legally recognized, "with the same rights as traditional marriages," only 46 percent of Republicans agreed.

      

      
        Meet the RNC delegates who have adopted Trump's bandage for their own ears
        Ashley Parker, Meryl Kornfield, Josh Dawsey

        On the RNC convention floor with the handful of delegates who have donned ear bandages in honor of Trump's.

      

      
        In a Milwaukee barbershop, Black men weigh the Republicans up the road
        David Maraniss

        Republican National Convention speakers have been appealing to Black voters to back Trump. But men at Gee's Clippers said they aren't interested in Trump -- or Biden, either.

      

      
        Vance focuses on hardscrabble roots, military service in RNC address
        Ashley Parker

        Trump's vice-presidential pick will headline, along with a number of other populist and isolationist firebrands.

      

      
        Photos from Day 3 of the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee
        Washington Post staff

        Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio), who was unveiled as Donald Trump's running mate, formally accepted the GOP nomination for vice president on Wednesday.

      

      
        GOP senators berate Secret Service director at RNC over Trump assassination attempt
        Josh Dawsey

        The confrontation inside the Fiserv Forum lasted about four minutes, according to onlookers, as the senators followed behind Cheatle, who walked swiftly away from them without speaking.

      

      
        Where is Melania? Former first lady hasn't appeared in RNC's first 3 days.
        Maegan Vazquez, Andrew Jeong

        Although former first lady Melania Trump has not been at the RNC convention in person, speakers onstage in Milwaukee have praised her.

      

      
        Fact-checking Day 3 of the 2024 Republican National Convention
        Glenn Kessler

        Vice-presidential nominee J.D. Vance calls blue cities "giant crime zones" and says Trump opposed the Iraq invasion. Those and other false or misleading claims.

      

      
        4 takeaways from Night 3 of the Republican National Convention
        Aaron Blake

        New GOP vice-presidential nominee J.D. Vance leaned into tensions with traditional conservatives, while other moments focused on Afghanistan and Vice President Harris.

      

      
        J.D. Vance, Trump Jr. close out Day 3 of Republican convention
        Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Azi Paybarah

        Live updates from the 2024 election campaign trail, with the latest news on Biden, Trump and the Republican National Convention.

      

      
        'A whole different world': Inside Vance's transition from senator to running mate
        Marianne LeVine, Meryl Kornfield

        The ensuing changes to Vance's day-to-day are familiar to those who have experienced the transition from member of Congress to vice-presidential candidate.

      

      
        Democrats' Biden drama adds to ebullient mood at the Republican convention
        Dan Balz

        Republicans have provided very little drama at their convention this week, and Donald Trump has enjoyed every adulatory minute of it. But away from this convention city, Democrats have provided some drama of their own, likely to the detriment of President Biden.
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Election 2024 live updates: Trump to speak on Day 4 of the Republican convention 
Live updates from the 2024 election campaign trail, with the latest news on Biden, Trump and the Republican National Convention. 
By Mariana Alfaro, Amy B Wang, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Azi Paybarah, Hannah Knowles, Perry Stein, Devlin Barrett, Jacqueline Alemany, Abigail Hauslohner, Isaac Arnsdorf, Laura Vozzella, Erin Cox, Tyler Pager, Michael Scherer, Gerrit De Vynck, Elizabeth Dwoskin, Nitasha Tiku, Josh Dawsey, Dan Balz, Philip Bump, Maeve Reston, Dan Diamond, McKenzie Beard, Annabelle Timsit, Maham Javaid, Aaron Blake, Meryl Kornfield, Andrew Jeong, Glenn Kessler, Marianna Sotomayor, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Danielle Douglas-Gabriel, Ashley Parker, Toluse Olorunnipa, Fenit Nirappil | 2024-07-18
Former president Donald Trump is poised to speak Thursday night at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee, capping a four-day event celebrating his nomination to lead the party's ticket in November. On Wednesday night, Trump's running mate, Sen. J.D. Vance of Ohio, introduced himself to the nation, recounting his hardscrabble upbringing and post-Sept. 11 military service.
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Dear Voter: Wish you weren't here
It's not just Milwaukee. Donald Trump has talked smack about American cities and states that make up almost 40 percent of the population -- including five of six key swing states.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-07-18
MILWAUKEE -- The 2024 Republican National Convention wraps up Thursday here in a city that GOP nominee Donald Trump reportedly labeled "horrible" just a month ago in a private meeting with House Republicans.
Trump's apparent quip pointed to a potential problem. Not only has the city hosted him and his party this week, but its population makes up a large part of one of the most important swing states, Wisconsin. Possibly with that in mind, the Trump campaign and Republican lawmakers who were in the meeting disputed the quote in various (if inconsistent) ways.
"He never said it like how it's been falsely characterized as," Trump spokesman Steven Cheung said. "He was talking about how terrible crime and voter fraud are."
But regardless of precisely what was intended, calling Milwaukee "horrible" for whatever reason would be in character for Trump. Trump has insulted or derided cities and states across the country, in one way or another.
An informal Washington Post tally shows that in rally speeches, social media posts and reported conversations, he's lodged jabs at cities and states that make up nearly 38 percent of the American population. That's potentially alienating more than 126 million people who may take pride in their locales. And a lot of them vote.
Often, his targets are blue states and large cities, focusing on supposedly rampant crime and poor conditions brought on or uncontained by the Democrats who run them.
Divisive rhetoric like this was briefly deemed unwelcome at the convention this week, following an assassination attempt on Trump on Saturday. But it's always been a huge part of Trump's message, and by Tuesday night the convention was mining dark territory again. Speakers accused Democrats of destroying America and willfully allowing undocumented immigrants to flood the country and commit crimes. Donald Trump Jr. on Wednesday cited "pro-crime district attorneys" who "have turned our cities into giant crime zones."
A large segment of the 38 percent whose cites and states the former president has insulted through his years in politics reside in California ("going to hell"), Illinois ("no place to go"), New York ("gone to hell") and New Jersey ("deeply troubled").
But that's not the totality of it.
Trump has taken jabs at large cities or the entire state in five of the six most important 2024 swing states. He's also lodged potentially alienating comments about red-leaning Florida and Iowa, as well as Minnesota and New Hampshire, which have been competitive at the presidential level and which the Trump campaign could try to put in play in 2024.
It's important to note that Trump's comments aren't generally directed toward the people of these states (though in some cases they are). But he does paint with a broad brush in casting whole places as being badly broken and less-than.
A few of his choicest comments:
These are, needless to say, the kinds of comments politicians usually don't make. The name of the game in politics is appealing to voters of all stripes.
As always with Trump, the question is why.
Some of the comments may have been in jest (the Minnesota and Iowa ones, for instance). Others didn't appear to be meant for public consumption (the New Hampshire and reported Milwaukee comments, especially). And Trump surely sees value in casting Democratic-run cities as crime-ridden hellholes. "The cities are rotting and they are indeed cesspools of blood," he said of broad swaths of the country in one vivid assessment issued from the comfort of his Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Fla., as he announced his current run for the White House back in November 2022.
One thing that defines Trump as a politician is his willingness to divide for political effect -- creating an us-versus-them mentality in his voters. It's likely that many of his potential voters even in these swing states share at least a version of his derisiveness toward their populous urban centers. Insulting Milwaukee, for instance, might appeal to voters in nearby suburban Waukesha County. Maybe even some of his voters in Milwaukee share his concerns about their city.
But Trump does get votes in those cities, too -- as many as 3 in 10 votes. He got about 8 percent of his votes in Wisconsin in 2020 from Milwaukee County, and about 10 percent of his Michigan votes in Wayne County, which includes Detroit. Indeed, Trump often did better in urban areas in 2020 than in 2016, despite his ridiculous claims about voter fraud in them.
Trump's loss in 2020 led him to lodge many of the above-mentioned broadsides against places where he will now seek votes. We'll see how that plays in 2024.
Illustrations by Katty Huertas. Graphics by Eric Lau. Data reporting by Clara Ence Morse. Design editing by Madison Walls. Graphics editing by Kevin Uhrmacher. Editing by Mary Jo Murphy.
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New details on Trump rally shooter, but still no clear motive
Thomas Matthew Crooks had searched online for information about former president Donald Trump and President Biden and had photos of both men saved on his phone.
By Perry Stein, Devlin Barrett, Jacqueline Alemany, Abigail Hauslohner | 2024-07-18

Secret Service agents remove former president Donald Trump from the stage Saturday after an assassination attempt on him during his rally in Butler, Pa. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The 20-year-old Pennsylvania man who tried to kill former president Donald Trump at a rally last weekend had searched online for information about Trump and President Biden and had photos of both men saved on his phone, according to lawmakers and others briefed on the investigation.
Thomas Matthew Crooks, who was working at a nursing home in Bethel Park, Pa., after growing up there and graduating this spring from a nearby community college, visited the site of Trump's rally nearly a week in advance, the lawmakers and others said, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss details that have not been made public by the FBI.
In addition to Trump and Biden, the shooter had photos of Attorney General Merrick Garland and a member of the British royal family saved on his phone, two people familiar with the probe said.
He had searched for information about major depressive disorders, the rally in Butler, Pa., and the Democratic National Convention scheduled for August.
Crooks arrived at the rally site Saturday morning, hours before the event was to begin. He was spotted and flagged as suspicious an hour before the rally started, a senator who was part of a Wednesday briefing said afterward. And local police who were at the scene alerted the Secret Service and sent them a photo of Crooks 26 minutes before the young man opened fire from the roof of an industrial building.
"He had a range finder and a backpack," Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) said after Wednesday's briefing, in a statement that called for U.S. Secret Service director Kimberly Cheatle to step down.
Authorities say Crooks fired an AR-style rifle at Trump from a rooftop outside the rally security perimeter, killing one person in the crowd and critically injuring two others. He was then fatally shot by the Secret Service. Trump was injured. He has said a bullet "pierced his ear," and has been wearing a bandage at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee, but his campaign has not offered any more details on his injury or treatment.
Despite a massive investigation launched after the shooting, and an avalanche of media attention, very little information has surfaced publicly about Crooks's interests and beliefs, or what may have led him to attempt the assassination.
FBI agents used technology from Cellebrite, a company well known among law enforcement agencies for helping them access data on phones seized or recovered in criminal investigations, to quickly access a cellphone they found with Crooks's body, people familiar with the investigation told The Washington Post this week.
Crooks's home life, and relationship with his parents, is also of particular interest to investigators as they try to understand his thinking, according to two people familiar with the situation who like the others spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss an ongoing investigation.
Both of his parents have health issues, and while the young man lived with them, so far it does not appear to investigators that they were keeping close tabs on his activities or interests in the days and months leading up to the shooting, these people said.
Crooks, who graduated in May with an associate's degree in engineering science from the Community College of Allegheny County in western Pennsylvania, had planned to enroll at Robert Morris University in Pittsburgh this fall.
A registered Republican, he did not have a significant online profile or known political activity. He was a strong math student in high school. His guidance counselor described him as quiet, well-behaved and well-spoken, with a small group of friends.
Erin Cox and Gregory S. Schneider contributed to this report.
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Trump to address fully consolidated party at the RNC convention
He has suggested he wants to strike a more unifying tone after an attempted assassination but has remained combative on social media this week.
By Isaac Arnsdorf, Josh Dawsey, Dan Balz | 2024-07-18

Former president Donald Trump does a walk-through onstage at Fiserv Forum on Wednesday before the third day of the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Donald Trump will address millions of Americans on Thursday in a rare opportunity to redefine the presidential race on his terms after surviving an assassination attempt, winning repeated favorable rulings in criminal proceedings against him and dominating polls against an opponent who was diagnosed with covid and is facing mounting pressure to step aside.
The speech will cap a week-long showcase of his fully transformed and consolidated Republican Party, culminating a stunning comeback for a former president who left the White House a twice-impeached pariah who tried to overturn his election defeat and was widely blamed for weighing down his party during the disappointing 2022 midterms.
His remarks will also test organizers' efforts to de-emphasize themes such as defending his supporters who attacked the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021; Trump's role in reversing Roe vs. Wade; his criminal felony convictions in New York; and the repeated false claims of election fraud that have dominated Trump's stump speeches but have remained scarce in Milwaukee this week.
The former president's entire family -- including his wife, Melania Trump, and daughter Ivanka Trump, who have been absent this week from the convention -- are expected to attend the evening's speech.
Trump's speech originally was written by aides including campaign policy adviser Vince Haley and former White House adviser Stephen Miller, and he was slated to plan several practice runs before taking the stage. But Trump decided to overhaul much of the draft after Saturday's assassination attempt, according to advisers who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they weren't authorized to speak publicly.
Aides previewed the speech by stressing that Trump would tell a more personal story in light of Saturday's assassination attempt. Investigators have not identified a motive or found any indication of a political connection.
"It will be one of the most historic speeches he's ever given, in light of recent events," Trump spokesman Brian Hughes said on Thursday morning. "You'll hear a very personal story."
Trump has suggested he wants to strike a more unifying tone after the shooting. But on social media this week he at times resumed the same combative posture that has marked his nine years in national politics, including juxtaposing an image of his raised first after the shooting with photos of President Biden tripping on stairs.
Democrats were also quick to move past their detente in the immediate aftermath of the assassination attempt. The Biden campaign resumed airing attack ads, running mobile billboards around Milwaukee and holding daily news conferences responding to messaging at the Republican National Convention.
"Nothing says uniting like leading 'fight' chants from the main stage," Biden spokesman Quentin Fulks said Thursday morning. "That sure doesn't seem like a party that's unifying the country to me."
Trump told ABC News that the bandage he has been wearing on his injured ear would be ready to  come off by Thursday night's speech. The bandage inspired some delegates in the arena to wear paper over their right ears in a show of solidarity.
Trump prepared for his speech on Wednesday afternoon, leaving his room to appear at a movie premiere with Maryland Republican National Committee member David Bossie. In his first public remarks since the shooting, Trump described it in vivid detail, according to an attendee.
Otherwise, Trump has spent the week staying in his hotel suite, meeting with some donors, former British prime minister Boris Johnson and supporters, and attending parts of each evening's programming. His expression as he entered the arena on Monday showed visible sensitivity to the crowd's ovation, in contrast to his typical trademark scowl or grin.
"I'm not supposed to be here," he told the New York Post in reaction to the shooting.
Advisers said Trump has been pleased with the week's speeches, particularly praise from former rivals such as Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) and former U.N. ambassador Nikki Haley. Trump decided to invite Haley last weekend after initially planning to exclude her.
The prime-time programming emphasized spotlighting "everyday Americans" with personal experiences to illustrate the nightly themes, coming at the expense of speaking slots for elected officials and party leaders. The speeches were consistent to the point of becoming repetitive, with no memorable performances that energized the audiences or elevated rising stars the way that Democrat Barack Obama did in 2004 or Republican Sarah Palin did in 2008.
That may have been as much by design as accident, keeping Trump as the singular focus of the speakers' and the delegates' adulation and building suspense for his grand finale.
The convention also served to showcase Trump's transformation of the party, in policy and personality. His campaign rewrote the platform to shift from free trade to tariffs and from supporting a constitutional amendment banning abortion to letting states set their own rules, including total abortion bans. The nightly show has included a supercut of Trump dancing to "YMCA" and a hip-hop parody track titled "Trump Trump Baby."
Other speakers on Thursday night will include Steve Witkoff, a real estate mogul who has been friends with Trump for decades. His son, Zach Witkoff, who was married at Trump's club, is also expected to attend.
Franklin Graham, the influential conservative evangelical leader, will also give remarks before Trump takes the stage. The Trump campaign originally thought of having a range of other celebrities on Thursday night.
Trump's wife, Melania, is now scheduled to appear Thursday night, after early plans showed she would not be at the convention. She has been largely absent from the campaign trail since the launch in November 2022.
His daughter, Ivanka, and her husband, Jared Kushner, who served in his administration but have not been involved in the current campaign, are also expected to attend on Thursday.
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Obama tells allies Biden needs to seriously consider his viability
The former president, hugely influential in the party, has told associates that Biden's path to victory has significantly shrunk.
By Tyler Pager, Michael Scherer | 2024-07-18

Barack Obama joins President Biden at the White House on Sept. 7, 2022, for the unveiling of the former president's portrait. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post)


Former president Barack Obama has told allies in recent days that President Biden's path to victory has greatly diminished and he thinks the president needs to seriously consider the viability of his candidacy, according to multiple people briefed on his thinking.
Obama has spoken with Biden only once since the debate, and he has been clear in his conversations with others that the future of Biden's candidacy is a decision for the president to make. He has emphasized that his concern is protecting Biden and his legacy, and has pushed back against the idea that he alone can influence Biden's decision-making process.
Behind the scenes, Obama has been deeply engaged in conversations about the future of Biden's campaign, taking calls from many anxious Democrats, including former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), and has shared his views about the president's challenges, according to people with knowledge of the calls, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss private conversations.
A spokesperson for Obama declined to comment.
Obama sees his role as a sounding board and counselor to his former vice president, telling allies that he feels protective of Biden. In these conversations, Obama has said he thinks Biden has been a great president and wants to protect his accomplishments, which could be in jeopardy if Republicans control the White House and both chambers of Congress next year.
In some conversations, Obama, who has long looked to data for political insights, has told people he is concerned that the polls are moving away from Biden, that former president Donald Trump's electoral path is expanding and that donors are abandoning the president.
Publicly, Biden and his campaign advisers have remained defiant, saying the president will not drop out of the race. On Wednesday, Biden cut short a campaign swing in Las Vegas because he tested positive for the coronavirus. He returned to Rehoboth Beach, Del., where he has a vacation home, to quarantine.
Principal deputy campaign manager Quentin Fulks said Thursday morning that Biden's campaign was moving ahead. "He is not wavering on anything," Fulks said. "The president has made his decision. I don't want to be rude, but I don't know how many more times we can answer that."
Obama's concerns come against the backdrop of a widening anxiety gripping the Democratic Party about Biden's prospects and their potential impact on other candidates. Democratic donors, activists and elected officials are increasingly turning to a small group of veteran elected leaders to help guide them out of the crisis created by Biden's bungled June 27 debate performance.
Congress's top Democrats, House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (N.Y.) and Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (N.Y.), have both spoken directly with Biden in the past week, warning about the widely held concerns that his candidacy could hurt the chances for Democratic control of either legislative body next year.
Pelosi has taken an even more active role behind the scenes, resisting efforts by Biden to end the debate about his continued candidacy, according to people familiar with her efforts, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss sensitive matters.
Obama, perhaps the party's most revered figure, has tried to keep a lower profile, hoping to draw on his longtime friendship with Biden, his former running mate and vice president. But Obama's role as the leader of the party from 2008 to 2016 has made him a sounding board for concerns across the party.
Former Obama advisers who continue to comment publicly on politics, from his counselor David Axelrod to a group of more junior aides who now run the Crooked Media podcast company, are among the most vocal Democrats arguing that Biden may no longer have a path to victory.
Democrats have watched national polls shift away from Biden since the debate, and they now show the president trailing in the northern battleground states. Strategists are bracing for the possibility that Trump gets another boost out of his nominating convention, as he did in 2016 and 2020, along with a possible increase in his favorability ratings after Saturday's assassination attempt on him.
The Post previously reported that Obama has shared concerns about Biden's path forward after the debate and that the two presidents spoke in the days after. But in the weeks since, Obama's concerns about Biden's candidacy have only grown deeper, the people familiar with the matter said.
Meanwhile, some of Biden's aides have fumed about Obama's role in these conversations, blaming him for not keeping the party united behind Biden's candidacy. After the debate, Obama posted a supportive message on social media for Biden.
"Bad debate nights happen," Obama wrote. "Trust me, I know. But this election is still a choice between someone who has fought for ordinary folks his entire life and someone who only cares about himself."
Since then, Obama has largely been silent publicly. But Biden aides say Obama could have stopped Academy Award-winning actor George Clooney, a close friend of the former president, from writing an op-ed in the New York Times that called on Biden to drop out of the presidential race.
Movie mogul Jeffrey Katzenberg, a top Biden campaign official, sought to stop Clooney, a longtime friend of his, from publishing the piece but was unsuccessful, according to a person familiar with his outreach.
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'It's now last week's news': Trump voters brush off his court cases
The court cases hanging over Trump's bid for reelection seemed almost like an afterthought for many who gathered in Milwaukee this week.
By Hannah Knowles | 2024-07-18

T-shirts declaring "I'm voting for the convicted felon" fill a gift stand in Milwaukee at the Republican National Convention. (Jim Vondruska/Getty Images)


MILWAUKEE -- T-shirts declaring "I'm voting for the convicted felon" in five different styles filled a table at a gift stand. The crowd roared at a mention of the Manhattan district attorney who prosecuted Donald Trump.
But the court cases hanging over Trump's bid for a second term seemed almost like an afterthought for many who gathered in Milwaukee this week to formally nominate him at the Republican National Convention. An attempt on Trump's life at a rally last weekend had taken the spotlight, and to many Republicans here, the threat of criminal charges derailing the former president's electoral chances seemed to shrink by the day.
"It's now last week's news," Tennessee delegate James Garrett declared. "The cases are all being delayed. We don't see them active in the court very much anymore." Garrett was happy that perhaps the strongest of the four criminal cases against the GOP nominee -- in which Trump is accused of mishandling classified documents -- was dismissed this week by a Florida judge. But he hadn't heard many people in Milwaukee talking about it.
Dozens of Republicans interviewed at the convention are more confident than ever in their decision to plow ahead with nominating a man convicted on 34 felony counts and prosecuted for 54 more -- brushing past and even embracing something that in another election year might seem like insurmountable baggage. Heading into the convention, polls showed Trump increasing his lead over President Biden, whose faltering debate performance at the end of June has thrown Democrats into chaos and bickering over whether he should remain atop their ticket.
In Milwaukee, the GOP's unbridled disdain for a justice system it says unfairly targeted Trump and has been "weaponized" against him and his allies was on peak display Wednesday night. Taking the convention stage was Peter Navarro, released just hours earlier from a four-month prison sentence for refusing to cooperate with a congressional investigation into the Capitol riot on Jan. 6, 2021.
"If they can come for me -- and if they can come for Donald Trump -- be careful," Navarro said of the justice system. "They will come for you."
Democrats have been branding Trump a "convicted felon" and reminding voters as often as they can of the outstanding court cases against him, which seem unlikely to be resolved before November.
A New York jury this spring found Trump guilty of falsifying business records in an attempt to conceal payments to an adult-film star, but sentencing was recently delayed until September after the Supreme Court ruled that presidents have immunity for official acts.
Trump was also charged with conspiring to overturn the 2020 election, mishandling classified documents and obstructing government efforts to retrieve them. But those cases are unlikely to be heard before the election, and a Trump-appointed Florida judge on Monday dismissed the classified documents case, saying special counsel Jack Smith was improperly appointed. (Smith is appealing the decision.)
"Donald Trump has been demonized, he's been sued, he's been prosecuted, and he nearly lost his life. We cannot let him down," Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) said Tuesday in a prime-time speech in Milwaukee. He used to argue -- while running against Trump -- that the former president's legal woes would be a drag on the party.
"They've attacked his reputation. They impeached him. They tried to bankrupt him, and they unjustly prosecuted him," said South Dakota Gov. Kristi L. Noem (R), who spoke to delegates Monday. "But even in the most perilous moment this week, his instinct was to stand and to fight."
The GOP convention, by design, has largely focused on policy issues that poll best for Trump -- inflation, immigration, crime -- rather than more polarizing topics, including the legal woes that helped Trump win the primary by firing up his base. Hardly anyone mentioned Trump's prosecutions in the prime-time lineup on the first night.
But Republicans have also sought to feature some vocal critics of the prosecutors who have brought charges against Trump.
Savannah Chrisley, whose parents starred in a reality TV show before going to prison on fraud-related charges, told the convention Tuesday that they were "persecuted by rogue prosecutors in Fulton County" -- the Georgia jurisdiction where Trump faces state charges over efforts to overturn his 2020 loss. Chrisley's parents were prosecuted in federal court rather than state court, but she linked their situation to Trump's.
"Donald J. Trump has only one conviction that matters, and that is his conviction to make America great again," Chrisley said.
And one of the most fiery speakers to take the stage all week was Madeline Brame, who accused Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg -- the man behind Trump's New York conviction -- of mishandling her son's 2018 murder. Trump, she shouted, has "been a victim of the same corrupt system."
Democrats are betting that Trump's legal cases will hurt him with swing voters, even as they rally his base. But with voters holding net-negative views of both Trump and Biden, polling suggests that the former president's conviction in the spring did not upend the race.
Republicans on the convention floor were mostly happy to talk about Trump's conviction and unified in brushing his legal cases aside as partisan attacks. They called them "lawfare" -- an abuse of the legal system against political enemies -- and even "fictitious."
"I think it's been in the background, especially with what happened this past weekend," said Steven Giorno, another delegate from Tennessee, referring to the attempt on Trump's life. He echoed the former president's claims that the prosecutions against him amount to "election interference." The prosecutors, meanwhile, have said they are only following the facts.
Florida state Sen. Debbie Mayfield (R), who initially endorsed DeSantis for president last year, said she has no worries "whatsoever" about Trump's legal cases.
"People should be worried that it even happened to start with," she added.
At the gift stand outside the media center, customers said they loved the "I'm voting for the convicted felon" shirts. But the hot item on Wednesday was a new offering: Customer after customer shelled out $50 for shirts showing Trump surrounded by Secret Service agents after Saturday's shooting, raising his fist in front of an American flag.
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Republicans are talking about Harris a lot more than they did in 2020
The Republican convention is tipping its hand about infighting among Democrats.
By Philip Bump | 2024-07-18

Attendees listen as Republican vice-presidential nominee J.D. Vance speaks during the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on Wednesday. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


The point of a modern political convention is to gather a party's most die-hard supporters to hear a series of speeches meant to appeal to undecided voters. This is less incongruous than it seems; you get an audience of people falling all over themselves to celebrate whatever's being said, even if those things are not what party leaders might whisper to each other away from any microphones. Parties hope that those watching at home will think, Well, hey! If all of these people like these ideas, I should, too.
It's useful, then, to consider what the speakers are actually saying. There are certainly speeches that are fervently and unavoidably partisan, like former White House adviser Peter Navarro's on Wednesday night. Navarro started the day in a federal prison in Florida and ended the night disparaging his jailers before a rapturous crowd of Republicans. But Navarro was also relegated to a speaking slot earlier in the evening, when it was less likely that non-Republican die-hards would be tuning in.
One thing I've noticed over the course of the convention so far is how utterly feeble the push to impeach President Biden turned out to be. The party was obsessed throughout 2023 over the idea that Biden was corrupt, dedicating multiple House committees to conducting inquiries aimed at proving Republicans' allegations. They failed, at times spectacularly. As a result, the allegations have barely gotten a mention at the Republican convention, with disparagements of Biden's son Hunter mostly focused on rehashing complaints about his laptop from 2020.
There is another telling pattern in the rhetoric that's been deployed over the first three days of the Republican convention: Vice President Harris is being brought up a lot more than she was four years ago.
At the Republican convention in 2020, Harris was the recently named running mate of Joe Biden, the Democratic challenger to the incumbent. Over the first three nights of that convention, my analysis of transcripts published by Rev.com indicates, Biden was mentioned about 300 times. Harris was mentioned about two dozen times.
This time around, Biden has been mentioned nearly twice as often. Harris, on the other hand, has been mentioned 160 times -- seven times as often as she was in 2020 and half as often as Biden was four years ago.




Of course, there have also been more words spoken in the 2024 convention to date, at least according to my tally. If we look at the mentions compared to all words spoken, we see, again, that Harris is coming up far more often than she did four years ago.




Relative to all the words spoken, Biden has been mentioned about 63 percent more often than he was in 2020. Harris has been mentioned about 520 percent more often.
There's no mystery here: The GOP is hedging its bets. It seems increasingly possible, if not likely, that Biden will withdraw his nomination before the Democratic convention next month. If he does so, it's likely that he will tap Harris as his successor, clearing the way for her to be Trump's opponent in November. So speakers at the Republican convention are going out of their way to excoriate her (particularly on the border) and to tie her to Biden and his policies.
Given that the question at hand is Biden's capacity to serve out another term, the focus on Harris makes sense even without a change at the top of the ticket. Should Biden win reelection but leave office before his term is up in 2029, Harris would become president anyway.
Other Democrats who have been mentioned as (long-shot) replacements for Biden have not come up as much. There have been only a smattering of mentions of California Gov. Gavin Newsom (D), despite a convention speech from his ex-wife, Kimberly Guilfoyle. (Guilfoyle is engaged to Donald Trump Jr.) The party is directing its rhetoric at the president -- but keeping a wary eye on Harris as well.
Given reports over the past few days indicating more pressure on Biden to stand aside, this pattern isn't likely to change on the convention's final night. If anything, Harris might prove to be more of a target than on the convention's first three evenings.
Whether that proves compelling to undecided voters remains to be seen.
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RNC is a Trump family show: Who does -- and doesn't -- have a speaking role?
Donald Trump's relatives onstage include sons Donald Jr. and Eric and his granddaughter Kai Trump. Wife Melania and daughter Ivanka have not yet appeared.
By Annabelle Timsit, Maham Javaid | 2024-07-18

From left;  Eric Trump, Kimberly Guilfoyle, Lara Trump, Donald Trump Jr., Kai Trump (Andrew Harnik; Chip Somodevilla; Melina Mara/Getty Images; The Washington Post)


Republican National Convention attendees are not just getting former president Donald Trump onstage -- they're seeing, well, lots and lots of Trumps. Four family members have already appeared on the stage in Milwaukee this week, and more are expected Thursday.
The family presence shows not just how the convention has become a family affair but how intertwined members of the Trump family have become with the Republican Party infrastructure, as the Republican National Committee co-chair or advisers.
Each of Trump's five children have already become minor political celebrities in their own right, and most have been heavily involved in Trump's campaign, his previous administration or the Trump Organization. And then there were some Trumps -- like the Republican front-runner's eldest grandchild Kai Trump -- who made their national stage debut this week.
Here's what to know about the Trump family members at the Republican National Convention.
Donald Trump Jr., 46, was one of the last to speak Wednesday -- just before Usha Vance, the wife of vice-presidential pick J.D. Vance, and the vice-presidential candidate himself.
Trump's eldest son is a frequent proxy for his father and serves as an executive vice president in the Trump Organization.
He spoke at length about the assassination attempt against his father at a campaign rally in Pennsylvania and praised Trump's reaction as a show of strength. "I've never been prouder of my father than I was in that moment," he said.

Donald Trump Jr., the former president's son, said at the RNC on July 17 that, "the only thing they are affective at is persecuting my father."


Donald Trump Jr.'s daughter, Kai Trump, 17, gave what her father described as her "first speech" Wednesday and emphasized what a supportive grandfather the elder Trump has been.
"A lot of people have put my grandpa through hell, and he's still standing," she said. "Grandpa, you are such an inspiration, and I love you. The media makes my grandpa seem like a different person."
After she spoke, her father told her, "You crushed that," while someone in the crowd yelled "Kai 2040!"

Kai Trump, former president Donald Trump's eldest granddaughter, told the crowd at the RNC what Trump is like as a grandfather on July 17.


Trump's second-oldest son, Eric Trump, 40, is expected to speak at the convention Thursday night. He, like his brother, is an executive vice president in the Trump Organization, and he has been supporting his father during the campaign, speaking at state conventions and to the media about the assassination attempt and their family.
"There's no family I don't think in political history that's remained closer than our family," Eric Trump said Wednesday in a television interview. "And we're a family that's cohesive. We are a family that absolutely supports him, that absolutely loves him to death, and I'm honored to stand on that stage."
Lara Trump, 41, the co-chair of the Republican National Committee and Eric Trump's wife, was the first Trump family member to speak on the main stage of the convention Tuesday night.

Co-Chair of the RNC Lara Trump recalls the assassination attempt on her father-in-law, former president Donald Trump, during her speech on July 15 in Milwaukee.


Lara Trump spoke about her father-in-law's role as a family man who "has sacrificed for his country," and she urged voters not to believe "some outrageous narrative about the terrible things that Donald Trump will do if he becomes president."
Notably, she gave a shout-out to "gay supporters" in her prime-time speech. The Republican Party just removed its platform's opposition to same-sex marriage.

Donald Trump arrives at his seat at Fiserv Forum on Wednesday, the third day of the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Kimberly Guilfoyle, 55, Donald Trump Jr.'s fiancee, was one of several speakers on Wednesday to say that Trump survived his attempted assassination due to divine intervention. Guilfoyle, who is also an adviser to Trump, began her speech by saying she knows that "God has put an armor of protection over Donald Trump."
Guilfoyle railed against President Biden and Democrats, arguing that Trump supporters are "made to feel like enemies in our own country."
Notable members of the Trump family have not spoken or been spotted at the convention -- yet. Trump's wife, Melania Trump, 54, and Trump's daughter, Ivanka Trump, 42, are not on the list of announced headliners and keynote speakers but are expected to make an appearance.
"They're coming in and in full force and effect, so they'll certainly be here," Eric Trump said about Melania and Ivanka Trump in an interview with CBS. "Ivanka's been an incredible supporter of my father ... and obviously Melania, as well."
Ivanka Trump, who served as a senior adviser to her father during his presidency, said in 2022 that she would support her father outside the political arena moving forward because she wanted to preserve her family's privacy. And Melania Trump has increasingly retreated from the public eye since the end of Trump's presidency, though in a statement Sunday about the shooting she praised her husband as a "generous and caring man."
Donald and Melania Trump's son, Barron Trump, 18, is also not scheduled to speak.
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Despite platform change, Republicans remain divided on same-sex marriage
Although more than two-thirds of Americans said in a recent poll that same-sex marriages should remain legally recognized, "with the same rights as traditional marriages," only 46 percent of Republicans agreed.
By Maegan Vazquez | 2024-07-18

Attendees look on during the second day of the Republican National Convention at Milwaukee's Fiserv Forum on Tuesday. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


MILWAUKEE -- The Donald Trump-led Republican Party approved a platform at its convention this week that abandons the GOP's long-standing, explicit opposition to same-sex marriage.
Some Republicans have celebrated the change as overdue, but other party faithful at the Republican National Convention doubt it will steer the GOP in a different direction. Democrats and LGBTQ groups say they are unimpressed by the rhetorical shift.
Charles T. Moran, president of Log Cabin Republicans, a conservative LGBTQ group, lauded the GOP for removing "outdated and out-of-step language opposing marriage equality, an issue the vast majority of the country and a majority of Republican voters support," and for making "clear to voters that the Republican Party welcomes all."
But among Republicans overall, support for same-sex marriage is on the decline, according to recent polling.
Although more than two-thirds of Americans in a June Gallup poll said that same-sex marriages should remain legally recognized, "with the same rights as traditional marriages," only 46 percent of Republicans agree -- down from 49 percent in 2023 and 55 percent, the all-time high, in 2022 and 2021. The percentage of Republicans describing same-sex relations as "morally acceptable" has declined from 56 percent to 40 percent over that period.
States and the federal government cannot ban same-sex marriages so long as Obergefell v. Hodges, the 2015 Supreme Court decision that held that same-sex couples have a constitutional right to marry, remains settled law.
But in the past several years, Republican-led states have moved aggressively to curb other rights for LGBTQ people, banning or restricting gender transition treatment for minors and dictating which bathrooms trans people can use in public buildings. GOP-run states have debated or advanced bills that would curtail forms of public expression, such as drag performances, and in Florida, Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) banned cities from displaying rainbow lights on bridges to celebrate Pride Month.
Multiple delegates at this week's convention told The Washington Post that they believe the GOP needs to appeal to a broader swath of voters to win in November. But some said they still personally oppose same-sex marriage.
Rob Linebarger, a Washington state delegate, said, "I think we should be promoting traditional family ... in the biblical sense."
"You have a man and a woman, and they have kids. If that doesn't work for [certain people] ... do your own thing. But you don't need to be recognized for it. Just go live your life. Be free," he added.
Linebarger said he didn't think the changes to the platform were necessarily intended to bring more voters into the fold, despite widespread public support for same-sex marriage.
"I think it's more about energizing the base to get those that are in favor of the traditional family" to vote, he said. " ... But we're fair to everybody. We accept everybody."
Washington state delegate Matt Bumala, chair of the Clark County Republican Party, agreed with Linebarger's sentiments on acceptance, saying, "I think it's okay to say what your values are and what you believe in, what you stand for. And that's different than saying we want to legislate and make it illegal."
"I think declaring what you stand for principle-wise is important, but it doesn't mean that you're going to take someone's individual freedoms and rights away," he continued.
Kris Warner, the GOP candidate for West Virginia's secretary of state who is serving as a delegate for the state at the convention, said the changes to the platform on same-sex marriage were "absolutely" an effort to engage with a different part of the electorate.
"I think that most of [my] delegation would expect a marriage to be between a man and a woman," Warner said. " ... I don't know that [the changes to the platform are] about same-sex marriage being legal, but I think we've got to broaden the horizon to win the November general election."
Still, Warner acknowledged that the party platform -- shrunk from about 60 pages in its 2016 form to a more digestible 16-page document this year -- is not necessarily being read by voters outside the convention arena.
"You walk out on the street outside here and you're not going to find many people that are paying attention to the language being used," said Warner, who has participated in Republican conventions as a delegate since 2004. "I think it's a guiding instrument more than it's a messaging instrument."
Democrats and nonpartisan LGBTQ groups are working to counter any suggestions that the new platform's language signals that the GOP will be inclusive and equitable toward the LGBTQ community. Although Republicans removed explicit opposition to same-sex marriage in the new platform, they doubled down on policies targeting transgender people. In the new document, the party pledges to continue efforts to "keep men out of women's sports, ban taxpayer funding for sex change surgeries, and stop taxpayer-funded schools from promoting gender transition."
The new platform "advances the scale of [Republicans'] policies and plans that hurt LGBTQ+ Americans," Sam Paisley, interim communications director for the Democratic Legislative Campaign Committee, said in a statement. "Trump's MAGA allies in state legislatures have introduced more than 1,000 anti-LGBTQ+ bills over the last two years, and these attacks are only growing."
Brandon Wolf, national press secretary for the Human Rights Campaign, a nonpartisan LGBTQ rights group, said in a statement that the GOP "knows that their resistance to marriage equality is wildly out of touch with the country. But no election-year messaging can change where MAGA is on equality."
Wolf cited the GOP's embrace of North Carolina Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson (R) -- a main stage convention speaker who once referred to LGBTQ people as "filth" -- and Trump's decision to pick Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio) to be his running mate, given Vance's track record of "anti-LGBTQ+ rhetoric and policy positions." That track record, HRC has pointed out, includes comments suggesting Democrats are "grooming" children and opposition to the Equality Act, which would amend anti-discrimination laws to include gender identity and sexual orientation as protected classes.
Wolf also said that Project 2025, a conservative think tank's blueprint for a second Trump term, "disparages same-sex marriages." Trump has sought to distance himself from Project 2025, which was assembled by people with deep ties to him.
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Meet the RNC delegates who have adopted Trump's bandage for their own ears
On the RNC convention floor with the handful of delegates who have donned ear bandages in honor of Trump's.
By Ashley Parker, Meryl Kornfield, Josh Dawsey | 2024-07-18

A Republican convention delegate gets a mock bandage attached to her ear in Milwaukee on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


MILWAUKEE -- The hottest fashion accessory at the Republican National Convention is the ear bandage.
The bandage can be made of sturdy paper, of flimsy napkin, or of gauze and tape, but it must always be white, and always worn covering the right ear -- exactly the way former president Donald Trump first appeared when he entered the convention hall Monday evening, his highly anticipated public debut following an assassination attempt at a rally just two days earlier.

RNC attendees wear ear bandage in solidarity with Donald Trump, following Saturday's assassination attempt on the former president.


In the most electrifying moment on the convention's opening night, Trump strode into Milwaukee's Fiserv Forum in his trademark dark suit and oversize red tie -- and with a small white bandage affixed to his right ear, where he was injured in Saturday's shooting.
By the following day, a small cadre of Trump's most loyal supporters had begun sporting makeshift bandages on their right ears -- in sympathy and support for Trump, several bandage-clad delegates explained.
"It's a new sign of unity within the party," said Joe Neglia, a Republican delegate from Arizona who says he was the first to make an ear covering out of white paper and affix it to the side of his head. "When I saw him come out Monday night -- that magical moment -- I thought, 'I have to do something,' and this is what I could do."

Donald Trump appeared with a white bandage on Monday, the first day of the Republican convention. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


On the convention hall floor, the Trump-inspired ear bandage is hardly as ubiquitous or iconic as, say, his trademark red Make America Great Again hats.
But what started with Neglia and the Arizona delegation spread to other delegations, from Texas to Washington State.
Neglia made his bandage Tuesday morning on the bus ride over to the convention, said Craig Berland, the chair of the Maricopa County GOP -- but they didn't have any gauze.
So that night, Berland said, "the girls" -- other delegates traveling with them -- went out to fetch gauze and tape. He estimates that at least half of Arizona's 40-plus-member delegation is now wearing bandages.
"It's a sign of solidarity," he said in an interview on the convention floor.
Liam Donovan, a Republican strategist attending the convention, said he was "impressed that American ingenuity responded so rapidly to fill this market."
"But for all the stylistic flourishes of the Trump era, from hats to sneakers, this one seems the most organic," Donovan said. "It was truly a surreal moment that people are still processing, and this is a recognizable show of solidarity in a meme-ified political moment."

Arizona delegate Joe Neglia. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The Washington Post spotted about a dozen delegates wearing the self-fashioned bandages on Tuesday and Wednesday, but it was unclear how many total were in the cavernous arena. The Trump campaign did not immediately respond to a request for comment about the proliferation of bandages.
Texas delegate Jackson Carpenter -- sporting matching Texas flag shirts and cowboy hats with the rest of the delegation -- added the bandage to his ear when he learned another delegate was passing them out.
"We need a symbol about political violence not being acceptable in America," Carpenter said.
And Zachary Landsdowne, a delegate from Washington State, said he had originally fashioned his homemade ear cover from Band-Aids he'd brought from home in case he cut himself in Milwaukee. But his right ear didn't start getting much attention until he swapped out the beige Band-Aids for white paper.
Having alighted on what he believed to be a winning formula, Landsdowne then offered some light judgment on the stylings of fellow delegates: "I saw one guy with an entire napkin against the side of his head, but it didn't look like a bandage," he said with a laugh.

A delegate with a mock bandage over her ear at Fiserv Forum on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Indeed, the bandage is quite simple to make. "I got this white paper and rolled this tape here and folded the top part so it can stay on my ear like this -- voila," Neglia said. "I'm breaking new fashion ground."
Arizona delegate Liz Harris said she went to the only Walgreens she could find open at 11 p.m. after the convention was gaveled closed for the day and bought gauze pads and surgical tape, which she proudly displayed on the floor Wednesday night.
And when she heard that some people online had referred to their trend as cultish, she scoffed.
"It's in solidarity," she said, echoing Berland, the Arizona delegate.
Just as Harris was saying she wished others might use her newly purchased medical supplies, fellow Arizona delegate Michael Schaffer walked up with an unadorned right ear.
"We've got a patient," she said excitedly, as she began unraveling tape and ministering to his naked ear.
Maeve Reston contributed to this report from Milwaukee.
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In a Milwaukee barbershop, Black men weigh the Republicans up the road
Republican National Convention speakers have been appealing to Black voters to back Trump. But men at Gee's Clippers said they aren't interested in Trump -- or Biden, either.
By David Maraniss | 2024-07-18
MILWAUKEE -- The conversations went round and round at the barbershop here in the heart of the north-side neighborhood of Bronzeville.
Joe Biden is too old. But Donald Trump is too old, too. There should be an upper-age limit on presidents just like the minimum-age requirement. Young people are turned off by the two old White men to the point where they might not vote. What will it take, if anything, to grab their interest in the presidential election? Imagine if Trump gets back into the White House. The military storming into inner cities? Think about what would have happened if the rioters who stormed the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, had been Black. Why did that homeless Black man have to be shot and killed at King Park on Tuesday afternoon by police from Ohio who were visiting for the Republican National Convention? Race, in all its permutations, is still the dilemma.
The promise and peril of President Biden's campaign in the swing state of Wisconsin might best be gauged at Gee's Clippers, the vibrant Black barbershop located on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Drive only a mile and a half north of Fiserv Forum, where Republicans gathered this week to nominate Trump for president. The Black vote in Milwaukee, this state's largest city, is key to Democratic victories in Wisconsin. If there is an enthusiasm gap, Democrats tend to lose, as Hillary Clinton narrowly did in 2016.
Named for its founder and owner, Gaulien "Gee" Smith, Gee's is considered the hub of Black barbershops in the Midwest. With 26 barbers clipping away in a room larger than an NBA court -- which it resembles with a backboard on one end, a large Bucks logo near the entrance and jerseys of hoops stars lining the walls -- this institution is as essential to the physical and spiritual well-being of Milwaukee's Black community as any recreational center or church. People drop in for buzz-cut fades and high-top fades, but also to have their blood pressure and cholesterol levels checked, confide their hopes, fears and struggles to Gee and his trusted crew, and catch up on what's going on. Which has been a lot lately.

Owner Gaulien "Gee" Smith tends to Darrell Woods on Wednesday. From left, Bruce Words Sr., Vince Crawford and Curtis Jones talk politics. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


The conversation was most intense Wednesday morning when Gee (no one calls him by his first name or surname) and four friends, his unofficial brain trust, gathered in a backroom hideaway for their weekly breakfast club. They are community fixtures all, between the ages of 59 and 77, retired professionals Bruce Words Sr., Curtis Jones, Vince Crawford and Darrell Woods. Then there is Gee, younger than the others, only 53, but regarded as their visionary leader for all he has done to help the community, from setting up a health clinic inside his shop to leading food drives and establishing a Boy Scouts troop (No. 2, named in honor of former Milwaukee Bucks great Junior Bridgeman).
As one after the next settled into the single barber's chair to get a neat trim from Gee, they agreed, disagreed, pontificated, laughed, worried and exchanged knowing nods and a special handshake -- three slaps and a salute.
The police shooting of Samuel Sharpe, a homeless man who was wielding a knife in a small city park, was the first topic, and they related it directly to the Republican convention.
Milwaukee police, Jones said, would have known that the park was a hangout for homeless people. But the police who shot Sharpe were from Columbus. They had little knowledge of the city or its people. And what were they doing there in the first place? It was beyond the protective perimeter for the convention. If the convention were not in town with so many police in tow, he argued, Sharpe would be alive.
Next came the age of the presidential candidates. Up the road at the convention, Republican speakers had been making explicit appeals to Black voters, but the men at Gee's weren't interested in voting for Trump. Neither were they feeling great about Biden.
"I'd say we're in a place where we've never been before -- two old candidates and people are not very strong about either one," Gee said, noting that he preferred Biden to Trump. Anyone Biden's age, 81, is "way too old to run for president," he argued. "But I blame the Democratic Party. They haven't been doing due justice for a long period of time." The party, he said, needed to listen to the people and prepare younger, bolder candidates.
"That's the problem," said Crawford. "They don't have anyone else strong enough to put up who could win the election."
"I think we do have somebody," contended Woods. "We all have different views, but I think Kamala Harris is sharp, but maybe because she is a woman and Black has been portrayed in a negative way."
"I agree on a couple of points," said Words, wearing a "BEING A GRANDPA IS AN HONOR" T-shirt. "Looking at the Biden age factor, I worry that physically he might not be able to make it. And if that brings in Trump, that's dangerous. He has a what-I-say-goes bottom line."
"Trump is too radical for me," Gee said. "I don't trust him."
"Authoritarian," said Jones. "He talks about using the military in the cities. What a disaster that would be."
The conversation took a temporary turn to Jan. 6. What would have happened if the Capitol rioters that day in 2021 had been Black?
"Lot of bloodshed," said Gee.
"We'd all be dead," said Jones.
"If those had been Black folks, it would have been totally different," said Crawford. "Trump would not have hesitated at all. The military would have been called in immediately."
"It's not a level playing field," said Gee. "We don't get as much grace. We're all looked on as aggressive. Murderers. Robbers. Just a complete negative view."

Customers wait for a haircut at Gee's Clippers in Milwaukee. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


These five men had been working their entire lives to overcome those stereotypes and to lead struggling Black youths and men into a better world. The discussion went back to presidents and age.
Words told the group that there should be a law that no one over 65 can be president. Gee, Jones and Crawford agreed. Woods suggested that the cutoff should be 70, but that any candidate 65 or older should be required to take mental and physical exams that would be made public.
And on the other end of the life cycle, how concerned were they that young Black voters might not go to the polls this November?
"Very concerned," said Crawford. He said he had young family members who were talking about staying away on Election Day.
"Not voting is a vote for Trump," said Words.
Out on the main floor, Tone Perkins, a younger barber who works at what he calls the "Signature Chair," had a more pessimistic view. He said the young people whose hair he cuts have no connection to Biden. They don't know anything about him. "And I don't think of Biden. I can't think of one thing Biden's done. And that's sad." But Perkins said he knows Trump, for better and worse. "Trump is a rock star," Perkins said. "And people vote for the bad guy and root for the bad guy in movies. Everything he does, good or bad, just increases his presence."
Gee understood the dilemma. Having a charismatic candidate in the mold of Barack Obama would help, he said, but it was not just up to the candidate, whether it ends up being Biden or someone new. "We have to do more to get young people involved," he said. "It is up to us to galvanize them. Get them engaged. It starts with us."
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Vance focuses on hardscrabble roots, military service in RNC address
Trump's vice-presidential pick will headline, along with a number of other populist and isolationist firebrands.
By Ashley Parker | 2024-07-18

Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio) accepted his party's nomination for vice president on July 17 at the close of the third night of the Republican National Convention.


MILWAUKEE -- Donald Trump's running mate, Sen. J.D. Vance of Ohio, recounted his hardscrabble Ohio upbringing and his post-Sept. 11 military service as he introduced himself and his young family to the nation at the Republican National Convention here Wednesday night.
Unfurling the tale of a boy who grew up in poverty in southwest Ohio with an absent father and a drug-addicted mother -- a boy who is now a 39-year-old man nominated to become the next vice president -- Vance offered an up-from-the-bootstraps story that the Trump-Vance ticket hopes will resonate with working-class and rural America.
Vance spoke of being raised in Middletown, Ohio, midway between Cincinnati and Dayton -- "a small town where people spoke their minds, built with their hands, and loved their God, their family, their community and their country with their whole hearts" -- but also a town "cast aside" by the ruling class in Washington.
There, while his own mother struggled with addiction, Vance said he was raised by "Mamaw" -- "the name we hillbillies gave to our grandmothers" -- who he described as "an old woman who could barely walk but she was tough as nails." The account was familiar to readers of Vance's 2016 best-selling memoir, "Hillbilly Elegy."
Taking the stage to the twangy strains of Merle Haggard's "America First," Vance offered voters a narrative through-line about how the lessons he learned with Mamaw in greater Appalachia shaped his populist and isolationist worldview, from his and Trump's restrictionist trade policies and skepticism of overseas entanglements to their shared hard-line immigration stance and concerns about the scourge of fentanyl in communities across America.
"President Trump represents America's last best hope to restore what -- if lost -- may never be found again," Vance said, saying he and Trump were fighting for people like "the autoworker in Michigan, wondering why out-of-touch politicians are destroying their jobs" and "the factory worker in Wisconsin who makes things with their hands and is proud of American craftsmanship."
"And our movement is about single moms like mine, who struggled with money and addiction but never gave up," Vance said, gesturing to his mom who raised both hands to her lips before holding them back out to her son.
"And I am proud to say that tonight my mom is here, 10 years clean and sober," Vance said in an emotional moment that prompted a standing ovation. "I love you, Mom."
"J.D.'s mom! J.D.'s mom! J.D.'s mom!" the crowd chanted.

Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio), who was named as Donald Trump's running mate, told the crowd at the RNC that his mother has been "10 years, clean and sober" July 17.


Vance was introduced by his wife, Usha Vance, who was met with a polite but somewhat subdued response, including audible gasps when she described how her husband, a "meat and potatoes" guy, came to embrace her vegetarianism.
President Biden, meanwhile, tested positive for the coronavirus following a campaign event in Las Vegas and planned to return to his home in Rehoboth Beach, Del., to self-isolate, a White House spokesperson said in a statement.
On a night when the theme was "Make America Strong Once Again," Vance headlined the convention along with several other hard-right firebrands, including Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Fla.), former acting national intelligence director Ric Grenell, former Trump trade adviser Peter Navarro and Trump's oldest son, Donald Trump Jr.
Extolling Trump's bearded No. 2 pick Wednesday, Gaetz said that "J.D. looks like a young Abraham Lincoln" but noted that, like former president Ulysses S. Grant, Vance also hails from Ohio "and like General Grant, J.D. Vance knows how to fight."
"So they can run Biden from the nursing home," Gaetz said, finishing his speech and building to his crescendo: "We are on a mission to rescue and save this country. And we ride or die with Donald John Trump to the end."
Trump Jr. and his cadre of loyalists were instrumental in pushing Vance as Trump's No. 2, a decision that the former president did not finalize until the final 24 hours before the announcement Monday. Navarro, meanwhile, traveled to Wisconsin on Wednesday from Florida, where he was released from federal prison in Miami after serving a four-month sentence for ignoring a congressional subpoena.
Taking the stage, Navarro immediately referred to his prison time, faulting "Joe Biden and his Department of Injustice," before recounting a favored Trump message: that the former president is merely a martyr, fighting against nefarious forces on behalf of his flock.
"If they can come for me, and if they can come for Donald Trump, be careful," Navarro said. "They will come for you."

Former Trump adviser Peter Navarro, who was released from prison hours ago, received a hero's welcome at the Republican National Convention on July 17.


Parts of the evening, especially those focused on undocumented immigrants -- who Trump Jr.'s fiance, Kimberly Guilfoyle, described as "violent criminal aliens" -- were laced with dark imagery.
Thomas Homan, the former acting director of Immigration and Customs Enforcement, accused Biden and Vice President Harris of unraveling Trump's hard-line immigration policies.
"Biden is the first president in American history to come into office and unsecure a border. Who the hell does that?" Homan said, later adding that Biden and Harris were making a deliberate choice that he described as "national suicide."
Arizona ranchers Jim and Sue Chilton took the stage moments later, with Jim Chilton offering his "beautiful wife" a kiss on the side of her head. But he quickly turned ominous as well, alleging that since Biden has been president, the hidden cameras on their ranch have recorded more than 3,500 "drug packers" and other undocumented immigrants crossing through their stead.
"These are not asylum seekers," he said. "It looks like and it feels like an invasion, because it is."
 At one point Wednesday, convention attendees waved GOP-provided signs reading "MASS DEPORTATION NOW" while chanting, "Send them back! Send them back!"
Illegal crossings at the southern border have soared to record highs under Biden, though in recent months, his administration has launched a broad crackdown that has pushed the numbers back down to Trump-era levels. The Trump administration also faced spikes and record numbers of families crossing the border in 2019. Trump also helped kill a $118 billion border security bill spearheaded by Democrats because he said he didn't want Biden to have an election-year policy win.
The heated rhetoric onstage could also be found offstage as well, at least in moments. A group of Republican senators followed Kimberly Cheatle, the director of the Secret Service, through the Fiserv Forum on Wednesday evening, shouting questions at her about the assassination attempt against Trump.
"This was an assassination attempt!" yelled Sen. Marsha Blackburn (Tenn.), who was accompanied by Sen. John Barrasso (Wyo.). "You owe the people answers! You owe President Trump answers!"
The confrontation lasted at least 30 seconds, according to onlookers, as the senators chased her and she moved away from them without speaking.
In another one of the evening's most emotional moments, several Gold Star family members spoke movingly of the family members they lost in combat, blaming Biden for the "disastrous withdrawal from Afghanistan" in 2021 and accusing him of not sufficiently remembering their loved ones.
One couple, Herman and Alicia Lopez, spoke of their 22-year-old son, Cpl. Hunter Lopez, who died during the Afghanistan withdrawal. Biden, they said, met the plane carrying the 13 U.S. service members killed in a single day when an explosion went off during the chaotic withdrawal but turned the focus to his late son, Beau, who died of cancer.
"Worse than that, he has never said their names out loud," Herman Lopez continued, before reading the names of the 13 service members who died that day in August.

The RNC crowd chanted July 17 "never forget" during remarks by relatives of some of the U.S. soldiers killed in the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan.


The tableau offered a marked departure from eight years ago, when Trump in 2016 found himself feuding with Gold Star parents Khizr and Ghazala Khan, who spoke on the final day of the Democratic convention. And Trump has not been without his own controversies involving the military; the Atlantic magazine reported that the former president described Americans who have died in war as "suckers" and "losers."
"President Biden cares deeply about our service members, their families, and the immense sacrifices they have made," National Security spokeswoman Adrienne Watson said in a statement. "That's why the president attended the dignified transfer of the 13 brave service members who lost their lives in Afghanistan on Aug. 26, 2021; as well as, of the three who lost their lives in Jordan earlier this year. As he said then and continues to believe now: Our country owes them a great deal of gratitude and a debt that we can never repay, and we will continue to honor their ultimate sacrifice."
In many ways, Vance is the most ideologically and stylistically similar to Trump of the three men ultimately considered for vice president, and it is unclear whether he will help Trump dramatically expand the electoral map.
He could, however, arguably help the former president fortify his support in Pennsylvania, one of the three "Blue Wall" states -- which includes Michigan and Wisconsin -- that Democrats now largely believe are Biden's only path to keeping the White House.
In 2020, Biden lost White men by between 17 and 23 percentage points, according to national exit polls and comparable surveys. But the Trump campaign is still working to increase Trump's support among this demographic; in a July Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll, 54 percent of White men supported Trump to 38 percent for Biden, a 16-point margin.
Trump aides hope Vance could help shore up support from White men, and are expected to deploy him across the country in working-class and rural areas similar to where he grew up.
Marc Short, the chief of staff to former vice president Mike Pence, said Trump's choice of Vance as his No. 2 reflects the former president's confidence in the electoral map.
"There's no added math there -- it's more of a mini-me," Short said. "But I also think the selection of Vance clearly shows the party has fully embraced the populist approach now."
Vance was not always a Trump supporter. In 2016, he described Trump as either a "cynical asshole" or "America's Hitler" in a text message to a former law school classmate, and in an essay for the Atlantic magazine the same year, he called Trump "cultural heroin." In an updated 2018 version of his memoir, he revealed that he did not vote for Trump in 2016, instead opting for a third-party candidate.
But he has said he voted for Trump in 2020, and as he sought the Senate seat, Vance quickly modulated his public and private comments about Trump, seeking out his oldest son as an ally and becoming one of the former president's staunchest defenders.
Keynoting the Republican convention Wednesday night, Vance made clear he knew who had selected him -- and to whom he owed his fealty. He began his remarks focused on Trump, describing him as a man who "chose to endure abuse, slander, and persecution" while running for return to the White House, all "because he loves this country."
Vance reminded the crowd of the "would-be assassin coming a quarter of an inch from taking his life," stressing that just two days later, "Trump flew to Milwaukee and got back to work."
"Our once and future president of the United States of America," Vance extolled, before only then turning to his personal story.
Leigh Ann Caldwell, Josh Dawsey and Maeve Reston in Milwaukee contributed to this report.
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Photos from Day 3 of the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee
Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio), who was unveiled as Donald Trump's running mate, formally accepted the GOP nomination for vice president on Wednesday.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-07-18
J.D. Vance, a freshman senator from Ohio and onetime Trump critic who has emerged in recent years as one of the former president's most vocal and fervent backers, formally accepted the Republican nomination for vice president. On Thursday, Trump is scheduled to address the gathering of delegates and accept his party's presidential nomination.

Donald Trump Jr., center right, makes an appearance outside the Baird Center on Wednesday in Milwaukee. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post)



Former president Donald Trump does a walk-through at Fiserv Forum in Milwaukee. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)



An attendee sits in Fiserv Forum seating. (Mike Segar/Reuters)



Boy Scouts are reflected in a mirror as they walk through the convention arena. (Brian Snyder/Reuters)



Workers clean the convention stage. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)



Republican National Convention volunteers help rehearse a speech for Orna and Ronen Neutra, parents of Omer Neutra, an American who was taken hostage by Hamas. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post) 



A conference attendee watches former House speaker Newt Gingrich speak on a television. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)



People pray at the Baird Center. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post)



Delegates gather for Day 3 of the convention. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)



Rep. Nancy Mace (R-S.C.) speaks to the delegates at Fiserv Forum. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)



Attendees hold up signs about immigration. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)



Turning Point USA founder Charlie Kirk stands among the conference attendees. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)



Members of a fraternity at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, who guarded an American flag against pro-Palestinian demonstrators in late April, carry American flags at the convention. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)



An attendee wears a bandage on his ear in solidarity with Trump. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)



North Carolina delegates Brian Summers, left, and Leigh Brown at the convention. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post)



Former Trump adviser Kellyanne Conway is seen on the convention floor. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)



Former Trump adviser Peter Navarro hugs his fiancee as he speaks to the delegates. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)



A photograph of an assassination attempt against Trump appears on the big screen as Donald Trump Jr. speaks on the stage. (Sara Stathas for The Washington Post)



Trump attends the third day of the conference. (Joel Angel Juarez for The Washington Post)



Beverly Aikins, mother of Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio), talks to House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) as Vance accepts the vice-presidential nomination. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)



Vance addresses the convention as he formally accepts the Republican nomination for vice president. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)
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GOP senators berate Secret Service director at RNC over Trump assassination attempt
The confrontation inside the Fiserv Forum lasted about four minutes, according to onlookers, as the senators followed behind Cheatle, who walked swiftly away from them without speaking. 
By Josh Dawsey | 2024-07-18

A group of Republican Senators on July 17 surrounded Secret Service Director Kimberly Cheatle at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee.


MILWAUKEE -- A group of Republican senators followed Secret Service Director Kimberly Cheatle through the Fiserv Forum at the Republican National Convention on Wednesday evening, shouting questions at her about the agency's failure to prevent the shooting at former president Donald Trump's rally.
"This was an assassination attempt!" yelled Sen. Marsha Blackburn of Tennessee, according to a video of the confrontation obtained by The Washington Post. "You owe the people answers! You owe President Trump answers!"
Sen. John Barrasso of Wyoming also followed Cheatle, and another person could be heard saying that Cheatle was "stonewalling" the senators about what happened on Saturday.
"It is appalling that the Secret Service Director refused to answer our questions," Blackburn said in a statement. "This is one of the greatest security failures in the history of the agency. She can run but she cannot hide. She is a failed leader and she needs to immediately step down from her position."
Secret Service spokesman Anthony Guglielmi said in a statement afterward that Cheatle does not intend to step down. "She deeply respects members of Congress and is fiercely committed to transparency in leading the Secret Service through the internal investigation and strengthening the agency through lessons learned in these important internal and external reviews."
Since the rally shooting in Butler, Pa., which left one man dead, Cheatle has faced mounting calls for her resignation, including from Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.). She has taken responsibility for her agency's failure to prevent the attack but has said she will not resign.
"The buck stops with me," Cheatle told ABC News earlier this week. "I am the director of the Secret Service, and I need to make sure that we are performing a review and that we are giving resources to our personnel as necessary."
Her public dressing-down by a group of U.S. senators at the GOP convention reflected the deep breach between top Republican officials and the agency, which is charged with the protection of the country's leaders.
The tense confrontation lasted about four minutes, according to onlookers, as the senators trailed Cheatle, who walked swiftly away from them without speaking. It played out as speakers several floors below gave remarks on the third night of the GOP gathering.
The incident began when the senators confronted the Secret Service director in a luxury suite at the arena, where she was watching the event. At least one Trump adviser appeared to be with the group of lawmakers.
Cheatle tried to leave the box after the senators berated her for about two minutes, saying she would answer questions later. Cheatle said she would leave the box so others could watch the festivities. "We're going with you!" Barrasso could be heard yelling. Other senators on the ground included Sen. Kevin Cramer of North Dakota and Sen. James Lankford of Oklahoma, according to a longer version of the video posted on X by Blackburn.
One GOP aide, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe what led to the encounter, said it was precipitated by frustration among Republican senators about a closed-door briefing that lawmakers received Wednesday from federal officials.
"A number of senators caught wind that she was present here at the forum in a suite and after not having their questions answered earlier today during the briefing, they thought, 'Let's go up and [ask] some questions,'" the aide said. "She refused to answer questions and started running away, and they followed her."
Anger has risen in the GOP since Saturday's assassination attempt on Trump, with Republicans demanding answers from the Secret Service about how a shooter got on top of a building about 150 yards away during the rally and had a clear shot at the former president.
Trump's team has also clashed with the Secret Service in recent months over security arrangements, according to people familiar with the discussions.
Cheatle met with a number of Trump advisers earlier this week, they said.
Trump advisers have complained privately for days that the Secret Service should have secured the building where the gunman was perched Saturday, but Trump has not wanted to publicly criticize the department, partially because he trusts his detail and credits them with getting him off the stage safely, people who have spoken to him said.
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Where is Melania? Former first lady hasn't appeared in RNC's first 3 days.
Although former first lady Melania Trump has not been at the RNC convention in person, speakers onstage in Milwaukee have praised her.
By Maegan Vazquez, Andrew Jeong | 2024-07-18

From left, President Donald Trump, first lady Melania Trump, and their son, Barron, are seen Aug. 27, 2020, at the Republican National Convention. (Evan Vucci/AP)


Kellyanne Conway, who headed Donald Trump's first campaign and served in the White House as a senior adviser, gave a shout-out to Melania Trump in a Wednesday night speech at the Republican National Convention, describing her as his "extraordinary, elegant, beautiful, brilliant wife."
But the former first lady was still notably absent from the convention in Milwaukee on Day 3.
She will appear at the convention at some point, the former president's son Eric said in an interview with CBS, along with Trump's daughter Ivanka. "They're coming in and in full force and effect, so they'll certainly be here," he said. "Ivanka's been an incredible supporter of my father ... and obviously Melania, as well." 
Neither is on the list of announced convention headliners and keynote speakers.
Her absence from the list of speakers is a notable break from a decades-long tradition in which the wives of Republican presidential nominees deliver remarks at the convention.
She delivered remarks at the 2016 and 2020 Republican conventions, but she has largely abstained from participating in political events since leaving the White House and has not attended any of her husband's campaign rallies in recent months.
After the attempted assassination of the former president, Melania Trump on Sunday released a lengthy statement expressing sympathy for the victims of the shooting and thanking those bridging the political divide by "remembering that every single politician is a man or a woman with a loving family." She also wrote that when she saw the shooting Saturday, she realized her life and the life of their son, Barron, "were on the brink of devastating change."
There have been some exceptions for public appearances at political events, including attending a few fundraisers in April, but the former first lady did not attend Trump's first presidential debate against President Biden last month. She also wasn't at any of the court proceedings in her husband's hush money trial in New York, nor was she seen in public with Trump after a jury found him guilty on 34 felony counts of falsifying business records.

Center, from left, Tiffany Trump, Eric Trump, Republican National Committee co-Chair Lara Trump and Donald Trump Jr. pledge Florida's votes to former president Donald Trump on the Monday, first day of the Republican National Convention. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Several Trump family members have delivered remarks at the convention: Trump's son Donald Trump Jr.; his granddaughter Kai Trump; his daughter-in-law Lara Trump, a Republican National Committee co-chair; and Kimberly Guilfoyle, Donald Trump Jr.'s fiancee. Trump's daughter Tiffany Trump and her husband, Michael Boulos, were seated with the family, but neither was scheduled to speak.
Ivanka Trump said in 2022 that she would support her father outside the political arena moving forward. She still plans to attend the 2024 convention for her father's Thursday night speech, but she will not participate in the convention in any political role, according to a person familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share private discussions.
Barron Trump, 18, is also not scheduled to speak.
Patrick Svitek, Josh Dawsey and Marianne LeVine contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2024/07/16/where-is-melania-trump-rnc-republican-national-conventio/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Fact-checking Day 3 of the 2024 Republican National Convention
Vice-presidential nominee J.D. Vance calls blue cities "giant crime zones" and says Trump opposed the Iraq invasion. Those and other false or misleading claims.
By Glenn Kessler | 2024-07-18

Republican vice-presidential nominee J.D. Vance speaks at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


GOP vice-presidential nominee J.D. Vance was the headliner on the third night of the GOP convention, which featured a number of misleading or inaccurate statements. Here are nine claims that caught our attention, in the order in which they were made. As is our practice, we do not award Pinocchios for a roundup of statements made during convention events.
"Your favorite Democrat, Nancy Pelosi, created your favorite committee, the sham January 6th committee, Which demanded that I violate executive privilege. What did I do? I refused."
-- Peter Navarro, former White House director of the Office of Trade and Manufacturing Policy

Former Trump adviser Peter Navarro, who was released from prison hours ago, received a hero's welcome at the Republican National Convention on July 17.


Navarro spoke at the convention on the same day he completed a four-month prison sentence for defying a congressional subpoena. The Jan. 6 committee had issued him a subpoena to testify about his involvement in efforts to delay the certification of the electoral college vote in the 2020 election. But Navarro never showed up to testify or produce documents. The House, controlled by Democrats, voted to recommend he be charged with contempt of Congress.
Navarro claimed that his testimony was protected by executive privilege, but a federal judge ruled that there was no evidence that former president Donald Trump had formally invoked the privilege. (Executive privilege is meant to protect the confidentiality of discussions between the president and his close aides.) Navarro produced nothing in writing from Trump, nor did Trump publicly corroborate his account. Even if executive privilege did apply, Navarro was prosecuted for refusing to appear, not for refusing to answer questions.
By contrast, the U.S. attorney's office opted not to take legal action against two other Trump officials who were referred for contempt prosecutions -- former White House chief of staff Mark Meadows and communications chief Dan Scavino. Both had received letters from a lawyer for the former president directing them not to respond to subpoenas from the committee, citing executive privilege. The judge in the case said the record would look different if Navarro could produce a similar letter.
"Jack Smith indicted and prosecuted me for criminal contempt of Congress."
-- Navarro
Special counsel Jack Smith, who has filed two criminal cases against Trump, did not prosecute Navarro. The case was filed by U.S. Attorney Matthew M. Graves of D.C.
"President Trump handed Biden a booming economy and a strong nation. All Joe had to do was leave it alone and take a nap."
-- Kimberly Guilfoyle, fiancee of Donald Trump Jr.
The economy was not booming in January 2021. When Biden became president, the United States was in an economic crisis because of the coronavirus pandemic. The unemployment rate was 6.4 percent, and the administration pushed through an economic recovery plan in its first months in office.
While the Trump administration helped foster the creation of the coronavirus vaccine, it had not left behind much of a national strategy beyond vaccinating health-care workers and people living in long-term care facilities, all of whom were at fixed sites where they could receive vaccines. Trump more than 20 times promised that 100 million doses of vaccine would be delivered by the end of 2020 -- a goal his administration badly failed to meet.
The Biden administration came up with ways to provide states with resources to deliver vaccines -- which Trump had resisted -- and to prevent states from hoarding doses.
Biden's job record in his first three years also tops Trump's performance. In the first three years of Trump's term, about 6.5 million jobs were created -- less than half the number created under Biden in the same time period. The number of jobs is now 6.2 million higher than the peak under Trump in February 2020, before the pandemic struck the economy.
"He deterred Russia. You know what he told Putin? You try anything and I'll take the tops off the Kremlin."
-- Rep. Michael Waltz (R-Fla.)
Waltz is repeating an unconfirmed report -- which came from Trump himself, in a conversation recorded on speaker phone with golf pro John Daly in March 2022.
Trump told Daly that Russian President Vladimir Putin "was a friend of mine" and "I got along great with him."
But he insisted that he said that if Putin invaded Ukraine, "we're going to hit Moscow." Trump said: "He sort of believed me, like 5 percent, 10 percent," adding, "That's all you need. He never did it during my time, John, you know ... He didn't do this during the last four years because he knew he couldn't."
Trump has a long history of inaccurately recounting conversations. The day before Putin's invasion in February 2022, he called Putin a "genius" and "very savvy."
"You got to say, that's pretty savvy," Trump said on a conservative talk radio show of Putin's decision to declare certain breakaway regions in Ukraine as independent. "And you know what the response was from Biden? There was no response. They didn't have one for that. No, it's very sad. Very sad." "This is genius," Trump said. "Putin declares a big portion of the Ukraine ... Putin declares it as independent. Oh, that's wonderful."
Trump also sided with Putin over the U.S. intelligence community in a news conference in Helsinki in 2018, saying he did not believe Russia tried to intervene in the 2016 election. Trump often resisted congressional efforts to sanction Russia and led a charge to weaken NATO and the European Union -- two important goals of Putin's. He has suggested that he might pull the United States out of NATO if he's elected to a second term.
"Joe Biden advised against the mission that killed Osama bin Laden."
-- former congressman Lee Zeldin (R-N.Y.)
The main piece of evidence for this claim is a newspaper headline that The Fact Checker concluded was based on a misinterpretation of what Barack Obama said. The headline, over a brief article in USA Today in 2012, said: "Obama notes that Biden opposed Bin Laden raid."
The article was about the 2012 debate between Obama and Republican challenger Mitt Romney. The article says Obama was discussing the 2011 raid on bin Laden's compound. But the transcript makes clear that Obama talking about criticism he received during his 2008 run, from both Romney and Biden (both presidential candidates at the time), for saying he would go after bin Laden even if the Pakistani government was unwilling to help.
It is certainly correct that memories of other participants in the White House debate over the bin Laden raid  placed Biden in the skeptical camp. Most accounts say that Biden believed more work needed to be done before a raid was launched, such as one more pass with a drone to make certain. That's different from being against the mission.
Biden has given various accounts of a private conversation he claims he had with Obama after advisers met on the raid -- saying he told Obama "go with your gut" or "follow your instincts."
Obama's memoir describes the Situation Room debate as others have, saying he appreciated Biden's willingness to offer a contrary viewpoint, but he makes no mention of this supposed conversation with Biden afterward.
"Pro-crime district attorneys have turned our cities into giant crime zones."
-- Donald Trump Jr.
Violent crime rates, especially for homicide in large cities, have fallen sharply during Biden's presidency, after a surge during the pandemic. The violent crime rate is believed to be near its lowest level in 50 years.
"A career politician by the name of Joe Biden supported NAFTA, a bad trade deal that sent countless good jobs to Mexico."
-- GOP vice-presidential nominee J.D. Vance

Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio) accepted his party's nomination for vice president on July 17 at the close of the third night of the Republican National Convention.


The nonpartisan Congressional Research Service in 2017 concluded that the "net overall effect of the North American Free Trade Agreement on the U.S. economy appears to have been relatively modest, primarily because trade with Canada and Mexico accounts for a small percentage of U.S. GDP," though it noted that "there were worker and firm adjustment costs as the three countries adjusted to more open trade and investment among their economies."
Vance attacks Biden for supporting NAFTA but it was negotiated by President George H.W. Bush and supported more by Republican lawmakers than Democrats.
"When I was a senior in high school, that same Joe Biden supported the disastrous invasion of Iraq. ... Somehow a real estate developer from New York City by the name of Donald J. Trump was right [on the war]."
-- Vance
Biden supported the Iraq War, but Vance -- who served in Iraq as a Marine -- repeats a signature Trump lie that Trump did not. We searched high and low, as did other reporters, and there is no evidence Trump was an opponent of the March 2003 invasion of Iraq, let alone a vocal one. In fact, he offered lukewarm support. When Howard Stern asked if he supported invading Iraq, Trump replied, "Yeah, I guess so. You know, I wish the first time it was done correctly." In another interview on Fox News, two months before the invasion, he said Bush had to make a decision: "Either you attack or you don't attack." Shortly after the invasion, he again told Fox News: "It looks like a tremendous success from a military standpoint." Not until August 2004, in an interview with Esquire, did Trump publicly express opposition to the war. By then -- 17 months after the invasion -- many Americans had turned against the war, making Trump's position not particularly surprising.
"We will make sure our allies share in the burden of securing world peace. No more free rides for nations that betray the generosity of the American taxpayer."
-- Vance
This is a broad statement but it appears to refer to burden sharing in the war in Ukraine as well as NATO funding, two issues that Trump has complained about.
As of April 30, European aid to Ukraine far exceeded U.S. aid, according to the Kiel Institute for the World Economy. European nations have allocated $111 billion, compared to $81 billion for the United States. Europe has also pledged an additional $83 billion, which has not been allocated, compared to $27 billion for the United States. As a percentage of the economy, the U.S. percentage ranks much lower than 21 other countries, Kiel estimates.
It's also important to remember that military aid to foreign countries benefits Americans. The package of aid that passed Congress this year -- not included in the numbers above -- was estimated to cost $95.25 billion, including $60 billion for Ukraine. But information provided by the White House budget office and a detailed review of the bill showed that nearly 80 percent went either to weapons manufacturers in the United States to replenish stocks or supply weapons or to fund Defense Department operations in the United States and overseas (including the training of Ukrainian soldiers). Nearly $57 billion -- about 60 percent -- is never leaving the United States. Instead, these funds are being invested with weapons manufacturers located in dozens of states. Only about $8 billion of this amount is reserved to assist the Ukrainian government, including $50 million to address food shortages.
So far, according to the Pentagon, manufacturers in all but 11 states have received Ukraine-related weapons contracts.
As for NATO, since 2014, members have committed to spend at least two percent of their gross domestic product on defense. In 2024, 23 members are expected to meet or exceed the target, compared to only three members in 2014, NATO says.
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4 takeaways from Night 3 of the Republican National Convention
New GOP vice-presidential nominee J.D. Vance leaned into tensions with traditional conservatives, while other moments focused on Afghanistan and Vice President Harris.
By Aaron Blake | 2024-07-18

Republican vice-presidential nominee J.D. Vance walks onstage at Fiserv Forum at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


MILWAUKEE -- Welcome to The Campaign Moment. This week, we'll be with you every night through Thursday, running through the big moments and trends from the Republican National Convention.
(Did a friend forward this to you, or are you seeing this on the website? If so, sign up for this newsletter here. And make sure to check out the Campaign Moment podcast.)
Night 3 of the 2024 GOP convention introduced the nation to perhaps the least-well-known presidential running mate since Sarah Palin in 2008, first-term Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio), who delivered the keynote address.
Vance's big entree came even as the Democratic ticket remained unsettled, with increasing pressure on President Biden to bow out and Biden's sudden disclosure of a coronavirus diagnosis Wednesday afternoon.
Here's what we took away.
1. Vance's speech sent a signal to the GOP of old
There were two big questions with Vance's speech.
One was how would a guy whose 2022 Ohio Senate campaign wasn't exactly a popular success play, in his big introduction?
And the second was how would he address tensions between his own politics and where his party has stood for years -- specifically his isolationist foreign policy and anti-corporate populism? Some traditional conservatives blanched at his selection, which seemed to signal a real shift in where the party is headed.
On the first count, Vance delivered a capable if not exactly rousing speech. At moments, he betrayed his youth at just 39 years old, and he seemed overeager. His references to his humble beginnings played well. An especially strong moment came when he introduced his mother, whose drug problems featured significantly in his book, "Hillbilly Elegy." Vance said she was about 10 years sober now.

Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio), who was named as Donald Trump's running mate, told the crowd at the RNC that his mother has been "10 years, clean and sober" July 17.


As for the tensions between his policies and others in his party: Vance tried to play it off as healthy disagreement, but he also sent a subtly defiant signal to those he disagrees with.
"We have a big tent in this party on everything from national security to economic policy," he said. "But my message to you, my fellow Republicans, is we love this country and we are united to win."
Vance then proceeded  to highlight two conspicuous issues: opposition to NAFTA and the Iraq War.
"Somehow a real estate developer from New York City by the name of Donald J. Trump was right on all of these issues," Vance said, "while Biden was wrong."

Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio) accepted his party's nomination for vice president on July 17 at the close of the third night of the Republican National Convention.


Trump actually seemed to initially support the Iraq War, despite his frequent claims.
But that aside, it is also important to note that both of these policies initially got more Republican support than Democratic support. It was almost as if it was a concerted -- if seemingly magnanimous -- attempt to shove aside the GOP of old.
Later in the speech, Vance was more direct.
"We need a leader who is not in the pocket of big business but answers to the working man, union and nonunion alike," he said, "a leader who won't sell out to multinational corporations but will stand up for American companies and American industry."
He added: "We're done, ladies and gentlemen, catering to Wall Street. We'll commit to the working man."
Those comments weren't specifically about his party. But they might as well have been. (The message was also at odds with how Trump often pitches his own policies to wealthy donors.)
These were the kind of comments that Republicans of the past might have seen at Democratic conventions and viewed as demagogic. Including them despite the pushback on Vance from the right was certainly a choice.
2. Gold Star families emotionally went to bat for Trump on Afghanistan
A big focal point Wednesday night was the chaotic 2021 Afghanistan withdrawal, as Republicans sought to highlight a low point of Biden's presidency.
The convention played a video of family members of six of the  13 U.S. service members killed, and some of them spoke afterward as others stood onstage.
"Joe Biden said the withdrawal from Afghanistan was an extraordinary success," said Cheryl Juels, the aunt of Marine Corps Sgt. Nicole Gee. "Look at our faces. Look at our pain and our heartbreak. And look at our rage. That was not an extraordinary success. The humiliation of our nation was not an extraordinary success."
It was an emotional moment. And this is a significant liability for Biden. His approval rating was declining somewhat before the withdrawal, but it went underwater almost immediately afterward and has never recovered. The period marked the most precipitous decline in his image ratings to date.

The crowd chanted "Never forget" on July 17 at the RNC during remarks by relatives of some of the U.S. troops killed in the U.S. withdrawal from Afghanistan.


The featuring of the Gold Star families was also a notable reversal from the 2016 campaign season, when Trump actually attacked Gold Star parents who appeared onstage at the Democratic National Convention. Trump questioned whether the mother remained silent beside her husband because she was a Muslim. He also suggested the father was controlled by Hillary Clinton's campaign. A number of Gold Star parents strongly criticized him.
Some Gold Star families have also criticized Trump for his reported comments dismissive of the sacrifice of slain soldiers.
3. Vice President Harris was a big focal point
With major questions about whether Biden will continue to lead his ticket, Republicans proceeded to focus more on the potential Democratic nominee-in-waiting, Vice President Harris.
She was invoked repeatedly early in Wednesday's program -- often alongside Biden, but perhaps tellingly, often in her own right.
Rep. Ronny Jackson (R-Tex.) claimed the "greatest blame" for obscuring Biden's condition lies with Harris: "She has put party above country, and she is as unfit in character as Joe Biden is in body and mind."
Rep. Brian Mast (R-Fla.) linked Harris to the Afghanistan withdrawal, saying neither Biden nor she "deserves to be saluted as commander in chief or to sit in the Oval Office."
The mayor of East Palestine, Ohio, blamed Harris for not reaching out after a major train derailment there.
Rep. Matt Gaetz (R-Fla.) cited Harris as being the face of Biden's border policy, saying, "Kamala Harris isn't able to do any job."
Gaetz added: "So they can run Biden from the nursing home, Harris, George Clooney, Robert De Niro, whoever they want to run. We are on a mission to rescue and save this country."
4. 'Law and order,' meet Trump's convicted allies
A big theme Tuesday night was the rule of law and "law and order." But for the second straight night Wednesday, we got a taste for how selective that emphasis is.
Among those present were four convicted criminals aligned with Trump: former campaign chairman Paul Manafort, longtime Trump adviser Roger Stone, Trump-endorsing former Illinois governor Rod Blagojevich (D) and former Trump trade adviser Peter Navarro. Manafort, Stone and Blagojevich, each granted clemency by Trump in 2020, were sentenced to a combined quarter-century's worth of prison; Navarro got out of prison earlier Wednesday after serving four months for contempt of Congress.
Navarro was given the stage for a surprisingly long speech, in which he told the crowd, "In Trump's America, you didn't have to worry about being locked up for disagreeing with the government. I went to prison so you won't have to."
Navarro was convicted after refusing to comply with a subpoena from the Jan. 6 committee. While the subtext of his speech was that he was politically targeted, the judge in the case assured him earlier this year, "Let's make clear, Dr. Navarro: You are not a victim of a political prosecution. ... These are circumstances of your own making."

Former Trump adviser Peter Navarro, who was released from prison hours ago, received a hero's welcome at the Republican National Convention on July 17.


Navarro claimed in his trial that Trump had asserted executive privilege over his testimony while he was president, but Navarro never provided direct evidence of that. And Trump advisers and attorneys didn't vouch for that claim.
On Thursday, of course, a felon named Donald Trump will accept the GOP nomination.
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J.D. Vance, Trump Jr. close out Day 3 of Republican convention
Live updates from the 2024 election campaign trail, with the latest news on Biden, Trump and the Republican National Convention. 
By Amy B Wang, Mariana Alfaro, Patrick Svitek, Maegan Vazquez, Azi Paybarah, Toluse Olorunnipa, Marianne LeVine, Maeve Reston, Paul Kane, Sabrina Rodriguez, Molly Hennessy-Fiske, Hannah Knowles, Isaac Arnsdorf, Jeff Stein, Meryl Kornfield, Marianna Sotomayor, Annah Aschbrenner, Tyler Pager, Emily Guskin, Amy Nakamura, Josh Dawsey, Abbie Cheeseman, Matt Viser, Ashley Parker, Nicole Markus, Jose Del Real, Rachel Siegel, Laura Vozzella, Ian Duncan, Isaac Stanley-Becker, Philip Bump, Maria Luisa Paul, Lauren Kaori Gurley, Paul Schwartzman, Peter Hermann, Spencer Hsu, Aaron Blake, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Adela Suliman, Michael Scherer, Colby Itkowitz, Beth Reinhard, Clara Ence Morse, Glenn Kessler, Nick Miroff | 2024-07-18
Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio), who was unveiled as Donald Trump's running mate two days ago, formally accepted the vice-presidential nomination on the third day of the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee. Vance emphasized his Midwestern upbringing as he made his case to voters in the night's keynote address. "President Trump represents America's last, best hope to restore what if lost may never be found again," the freshman senator said. Trump's son Donald Trump Jr. took the stage ahead of Vance and discussed the assassination attempt on his father last weekend. "As those bullets rained down, we came millimeters away from one of the darkest moments in our nation's history," he said.
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'A whole different world': Inside Vance's transition from senator to running mate
The ensuing changes to Vance's day-to-day are familiar to those who have experienced the transition from member of Congress to vice-presidential candidate.
By Marianne LeVine, Meryl Kornfield | 2024-07-18

Republican vice-presidential  nominee Sen. J.D. Vance walks toward his wife, Usha, with their two children, down a street in Milwaukee surrounded by secret service agents. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


MILWAUKEE -- Last week, Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio) was in the Senate, voting against Biden nominees, one to become a judge on the U.S. Court of Federal Claims and another to become a member of the Federal Labor Relations Authority.
On Wednesday night, he delivered a prime-time speech as Donald Trump's vice-presidential pick, the most consequential moment of the 39-year-old freshman senator's political career. It capped a whirlwind 48 hours since Vance became Trump's pick that he has spent in part writing his acceptance speech, which focused heavily on his personal biography and how it tied to Trump's "America First" movement. He was widely cheered in the convention hall as he walked out to Merle Haggard's "America First" and called out his home state of Ohio.
"When I was a senior in high school, that same Joe Biden supported the disastrous invasion of Iraq. And at each step of the way, in small towns like mine in Ohio or next door in Pennsylvania or Michigan and states all across our country, jobs were sent overseas and our children were sent to war," he said, prompting "Joe must go" chants from the forum.
Vance described his hardscrabble upbringing in Middletown, Ohio, "a place that had been cast aside and forgotten by America's ruling class in Washington," he said. He described Biden's influence on foreign policy and its effect on his community from his childhood and on. And Vance, once a Trump critic, praised Trump for being "right on all of these issues while Joe Biden was wrong."
Vance rose to prominence in 2016 after writing the best-selling memoir "Hillbilly Elegy" about growing up in a steel mill community in Ohio in a family beset by drug addiction and poverty. In his speech, he shouted out his mother and grandmother, whom he described in his book. The crowd chanted both "Mamaw" and "J.D.'s mom" as he talked about his upbringing.
He later served in the Marines, went to Yale Law School and worked in business, and is now a U.S. senator.
Vance's nomination to the vice presidency comes during an unprecedented presidential election: Trump on Saturday faced a shooting at a Pennsylvania rally; the Democratic Party is still debating whether President Biden should even be the party's nominee amid questions about his mental acuity; and a former president and incumbent president are running against one another. (On Wednesday, Biden also tested positive for the coronavirus, canceling planned events in Las Vegas.)
Vance emphasized the unity message that the convention speakers have emphasized throughout the past three days amid reports of a growing rift within the Democratic Party.
For all of Trump's unpredictability, Vance was seen by many in Republican circles as his likely pick. Yet Trump kept the suspense going almost as long as possible, waiting until roughly an hour and a half before Vance was officially nominated to the ticket.
At 2:04 p.m. on Monday, the first day of the Republican National Convention, it was official: Vance became the latest senator to be chosen as a running mate. (Vice President Harris and Biden were previously U.S. senators before being selected as running mates.)
Vance had otherwise kept a relatively low profile since, but signs of the rapid transition from senator to running mate were evident: On a Tuesday-morning walk with his family to Walgreens, he was flanked by his new security detail. He took a prominent seat next to Trump in the former president's convention box Monday and Tuesday night. And he has done a walk-through of the convention floor, where he saw his friend Donald Trump Jr. as they both prepared for their Wednesday night speeches. He also spoke at a fundraiser earlier Wednesday.
On Wednesday night, Trump Jr. spoke before Vance, pointing out their unusual connection as "a kid from Appalachia and a kid from Trump Tower in Manhattan."
"We grew up worlds apart," he said. "Yet now we're both fighting side-by-side to save the country we love."
Usha Vance, J.D. Vance's wife, then introduced her husband, calling him "the most interesting person" she knew and the embodiment of the American Dream, offering a personal account of the vice-presidential candidate new to the national stage.
The rapid changes to Vance's day-to-day are familiar to those who have experienced the transition from member of Congress to vice-presidential candidate. Al Gore got a call from then-Democratic candidate Bill Clinton just a few days before the 1992 Democratic National Convention while at his farm in Tennessee, according to Roy Neel, Gore's chief of staff in his Senate and vice-presidential offices. By 5 a.m. the next day, Gore was on his way to Little Rock and "everything changed."
"It was a whole different world. It was going from the Senate, which was a fairly predictable and, in many respects, a slow-moving operation, to just almost chaos every day," Neel said. "Suddenly your entire schedule, your work plan, your travel all becomes a part and a subordinate to a different, larger operation. In the Senate, you're pretty much an island unto yourself."
The Trump campaign had hired an operations director for the running mate before the official announcement, and Trump's communications team is working with Vance's team amid the transition, according to a person familiar with the dynamics who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss internal planning. Vance's campaign plane has a decal ready, but it's not in Milwaukee.

Sen. J.D. Vance greets delegates as he accepts the nomination for vice president during the Republican National Convention on Tuesday. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


Shortly after the announcement, Vance appeared on the convention floor with Usha Vance by his side. He shook hands with delegates as he approached the stage, and he stood next to a friend, U.S. Senate candidate Bernie Moreno, as Ohio Lt. Gov. Jon Husted made his nomination official.
On Tuesday afternoon, the media and public got another brief glimpse of Vance when he visited the convention hall to practice his entrance onstage ahead of his Wednesday speech. Surrounded by a phalanx of staff and Secret Service agents, Vance looked around at the growing mass of media below him on the floor and ignored shouted questions about how he was feeling and his preparedness for the job.
Jake Kastan, who was a personal aide to former vice-presidential nominee Paul D. Ryan, said among the biggest adjustments to being named a running mate are the security detail and the schedule.
"Paul Ryan described it as being shot out of a cannon," Kastan recalled. "You're going from a routine day-to-day in the Capitol as a congressman to on many days visiting three different cities for four to five different events, fundraisers, rallies. Your schedule is so packed to 15-minute increments, so just that pace is quite exhilarating and a pretty big change from Congress."
During the walk-through Tuesday, Vance spoke with a convention staffer out of earshot of the press, smiling for the cameras. His smile grew when Trump Jr. walked up to him. The two hugged, and Vance jokingly asked whether anyone other than the journalists gathered below the stage to see him would show up for his speech.
Hours later, he was back on the convention floor, shaking hands and smiling. He greeted Arkansas Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders in Trump's box. He also spoke to former New York congressman Lee Zeldin and Sen. Rick Scott (R-Fla.) as they waited for Trump to arrive.
On Wednesday, Vance talked about Trump's resilience after the assassination attempt and attacked the media at a fundraiser lunch.
"I was so terrified that we had just lost a great president ... so afraid for him and so afraid for our country," Vance said. "The media keeps on saying they want somebody to tone down the temperature. Well, Donald Trump got shot and he toned down the temperature. That's what a real leader does."
Many Republicans viewed Trump's decision to pick Vance as a sign he would be the former president's successor, given that Trump can only serve one term. Yet Vance is one of the least experienced major-party running mates in decades and has undergone a significantly rapid rise from becoming a freshman senator two years ago, said Joel Goldstein, an expert on the vice presidency and professor at St. Louis University School of Law.
"Being selected for a national ticket transforms someone's life," he said. "The fact that he's historically inexperienced is noteworthy."
Patrick Svitek contributed to this report.
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Democrats' Biden drama adds to ebullient mood at the Republican convention
Republicans have provided very little drama at their convention this week, and Donald Trump has enjoyed every adulatory minute of it. But away from this convention city, Democrats have provided some drama of their own, likely to the detriment of President Biden.
By Dan Balz | 2024-07-18

Attendees hold up Trump-Vance campaign signs during the Republican National Convention on July 16, 2024, in Milwaukee. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


MILWAUKEE -- Republicans have provided very little unwanted drama at their convention this week, and Donald Trump has enjoyed every adulatory minute of it. But away from this convention city, Democrats have provided some drama of their own, likely to the detriment of President Biden.
Democrats have unwittingly flipped the script of convention week, which traditionally has called for some modest counterprogramming by the opposing party or, long ago, simply going quiet for the entire week. Biden certainly tried to counter Trump, holding campaign events in the critical state of Nevada and conducting an interview with NBC anchor Lester Holt.
But his efforts have had to compete with the steady drip, drip, drip of the saga of whether he should continue his candidacy or bow out gracefully and a messy discussion about whether he should be nominated ahead of next month's Democratic convention in Chicago.
And then on Wednesday, the White House announced that the president had tested positive for covid, forcing him off the campaign trail to isolation at his home in Delaware.
As befits convention week, Trump has been the dominant story, and it has been almost uniformly good. Republicans at this convention are as united as anyone can remember -- united around Trump's candidacy, his persona and his policies.
Since the assassination attempt on Saturday, Trump has been visible but not volatile. So far, he has been on good behavior, basking each night in the family box just above the convention floor. How long even-tempered behavior lasts is the question that even many Republicans are asking and with some urgency as he prepares to address the convention on Thursday night.
His nightly arrivals at the Fiserv Forum have provided the emotional highlights of the week. Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders of Arkansas said when she saw video of Trump walking in for the first time on Monday night, she rushed from a nearby holding room to the convention to witness it firsthand, such is the draw he holds on those who count among his most loyal supporters.
But if Trump has been the obvious big story of the week, Biden has been a story of a different sort. It has now been three weeks since the CNN debate in Atlanta, and the Democrats seem no closer to answering the question of will he stay or will he go.
The calls for him to withdraw began in the hours after that debate and have persisted. But he remains in the race, resistant to all the public and private advice that he threatens to take the party to a defeat that could cost the House and Senate as well as the White House.

President Biden boards Air Force One on Wednesday in Las Vegas. The president is experiencing "mild symptoms" after testing positive for covid, the White House said. (Kent Nishimura/AFP/Getty Images)


The latest turn in that story is the revelation that Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (N.Y.) and House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (N.Y.) separately have told Biden that his continued candidacy would imperil the party in the fall, putting at risk Democrats' hopes of taking control of the House and handing Republicans control of the Senate.
Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.), his party's nominee for Senate, became one of the most prominent Democratic elected officials to urge Biden to step aside when he did so on Wednesday. Schiff's words carry weight, given his prominence in the party, but the fact that he is extremely close to former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (Calif.) has given those words even more meaning.
Midweek, the party found itself in a messy internal squabble over the issue of formally nominating Biden and Vice President Harris weeks before the convention. Party officials say the move is necessary to ensure that Biden and Harris are on all state ballots and avoid litigation over access. Other officials say that's folly and that an early vote isn't necessary.
Part of the debate this week was over when to schedule the roll call, and when it looked like those in control were preparing to set the date at the end of this month or earlier, congressional Democrats and Democratic governors pushed back. Now party officials say the virtual roll call will not be held before Aug. 1, perhaps even a bit later.
That almost assures that the Democrats' drama will continue until then, unless Biden suddenly announces a change of heart. He has rebuffed all calls for him to step aside, has retreated to what is described as a shrinking inner circle of advisers and remains confident in his ability to win the election even if two-thirds of Democrats nationally say he should pass the torch, according to a new AP/NORC poll.
The covid diagnosis adds to Biden's string of bad luck, possibly drawing more attention to his age and physical strength. Since the debate, he has stepped up his schedule and his travels, holding rallies, doing interviews and conducting Zoom conversations with different groups from his party.
At times, he has been vigorous and energetic. At other times, not so. Even at his best, he has not put to rest concerns about his capacity to win the election and serve another four years.
Veteran Democrats are in a dour mood but want to believe there are more turns of the wheel to come, something unexpected that could move the race away from Trump and back toward them.
Wiser Republicans, trying to temper their optimism, recognize that the election is still almost four months away. But the Democrats' travails that have played out this week have only added to the confident mood that has marked the first days of the Republican convention.
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The GOP still doesn't know what it would do with power
Neither Project 2025 nor J.D. Vance is a sign that Trump would accomplish more than he did last time.
By Ramesh Ponnuru | 2024-07-18

Former president Donald Trump is displayed on a monitor during the Republican National Convention on Wednesday in Milwaukee. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


Two recent developments in the presidential campaign have strengthened one school of thought about what a second Trump administration would bring. Both have been taken to mean that if Donald Trump wins in November, the next four years will see a more disciplined effort to recast American government than we saw from 2017 through 2021. The first is Trump's choice of Sen. J.D. Vance (Ohio) as a running mate. The second is the intensifying Democratic attack on Project 2025, the Heritage Foundation's set of plans for a second Trump administration.
The polls have also given new urgency to the question of what another Trump term would look like. The Republicans in Milwaukee this week for their national convention can look forward to the real prospect of a November sweep that puts them in charge of the White House, the House and the Senate. The last time they won an election that big, in 2016, it took them as much by surprise as it did the Democrats. If Republicans find themselves with unified control of the federal government in 2025, they will have had more time to plan. But although both Trump's most ardent fans and his fiercest foes have convinced themselves otherwise, it's not at all obvious that he would accomplish more than he did last time.
The official Republican story about the party's last stint in power is that it was a tremendous success. Working with Republicans in Congress, Trump cut taxes, halted the growth of regulation and appointed conservative judges to the federal courts. But an undercurrent of disappointment about Republican failures, from the non-construction of the promised southern border wall to the non-repeal of the Affordable Care Act, is influencing how Republicans think about Trump's possible second term.
Trump's most devoted supporters have gravitated toward a common explanation for what went wrong when Trump was in office: He was sabotaged by disloyal underlings -- by "deep state" bureaucrats, by Never Trumpers, by old-guard Republicans who resisted his orders. Some of them allow as well that Trump came to office without detailed plans or knowledge of how to manipulate the levers of government.
The prescription follows from the diagnosis: This time, Trump should come into office with a pre-set agenda and stack his administration with true believers committed to it. He should exert more control over the executive branch and acquire greater power to hire and fire to facilitate that control.
When Trump took office in 2017, he could not staff his administration with officials who were fully on board with his leadership because there were not enough of them. But lower-ranking officials from the last term would now have the credentials to move higher. Trump-allied institutions such as the Heritage Foundation have been trying to develop lists of potential policies and personnel from which he would be able to draw. Conservative activist Christopher Rufo asserts that because of an "emerging right-wing counter-elite," Trump 2.0 would "be an order of magnitude more effective." Trump critics worry that Rufo is right. And Trump has fueled these hopes and fears by selecting Vance as his running mate.

Republican vice-presidential candidate Sen. J.D. Vance (Ohio) speaks at the party's national convention on Wednesday. (Alex Wong/Getty Images)


If the problem with Trump 1.0 was too many old-school Republicans and not enough dedication to Trump, replacing people like Mike Pence with people like Vance would be the solution. Pence was a loyal vice president until nearly the end, when Trump made him choose between obeying him and obeying the Constitution. But Pence is very much a pre-Trump Republican. Since his own presidential bid failed last year, he has launched an organization dedicated to the old Republican verities of free markets, global leadership and moral conservatism.
Since becoming a supporter of Trump, Vance, by contrast, has in some ways gone even further than his running mate in breaking with the old orthodoxy and taking leadership of a "New Right." Vance led the charge against U.S. aid to Ukraine, arguing that putting America first demanded no less, even as Trump helped House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) cut a deal to send such aid. Vance's office has worked more closely with union leaders on legislation than the Trump administration ever did.
Vance has also gone further than nearly any other Republican official in arguing for expansive presidential authority over the executive branch, saying in 2021 that he would advise Trump to fire "every civil servant in the administrative state, replace them with our people," and ignore courts that got in the way. Vance has also suggested that he would have aided Trump's efforts to contest the 2020 results.
Exhibit B for the theory that a second Trump administration would be more disciplined and goal-directed than the first one is Project 2025. Progressives have in recent weeks been trying to rouse the public into alarm -- sometimes with false claims about it. Its roughly 900 pages of policy recommendations do not, for example, include any proposals to end no-fault divorce, repeal the Civil Rights Act of 1964 or cut Social Security.
Andrew Prokop, who has written a useful summary of what it does include for the liberal news site Vox, divides its ideas into three categories: expansions of presidential power over the executive branch; long-standing conservative policies such as school vouchers; and a somewhat idiosyncratic set of social-conservative initiatives. The document does not call for withholding recognition of same-sex marriages or banning all abortions (two other phony claims). It does, however, advocate a ban on pornography and enforcement of the ban on distributing abortion drugs through the mail.
Trump has distanced himself from Project 2025, saying some of its ideas -- he has not said which -- are "abysmal." He has resisted getting pinned down on many policies, replacing the old Republican platform with a radically stripped-down and much vaguer one.
Democrats say Trump is lying about his plans on abortion, and if reelected will again do the bidding of its opponents. Some on the left might believe it. But Trump has given many indications that he thinks opposition to abortion is a losing issue for Republicans in post-Roe v. Wade  America, and no indication that the issue moves him personally. Moreover, pro-lifers have mostly gone along with his rewriting of the platform and rejection of federal legislation on abortion. It seems hard to believe he would take political risks on this issue, especially when most pro-life voters seem not to mind inaction on his part. A war on pornography seems even less likely from a Republican Party that just gave Amber Rose a prime-time speaking slot at its convention.
Trump might advance other portions of the project, not least because it's there and on the shelf and because many of the proposals are policies he pursued last time. But a new Trump administration might find that the legal and political obstacles to some of its supporters' ambitions are more formidable than they think. Take the idea of giving a president more authority over his employees. Critics view it as a step toward autocracy, but it could also be seen as a democratizing reform, given that it would make the bureaucracy more responsive to elections. Good idea or bad, though, it might take legislation to happen.
And courts could insist on that. Trump's own judicial appointees, many of whom have been old-school conservatives, have been willing to say no to him, and many of them have a doctrinal aversion to presidential unilateralism. (Ignoring the courts, meanwhile, might be easier said than done.) There is also the question of scale: The number of plausible Trumpist officials may have risen, but perhaps not in the numbers needed to reorient the government. Some Trump supporters have spoken of sidelining the Federalist Society on the grounds that judges with an affinity for it are insufficiently committed to a New Right program. In practice, though, the pool of available nominees will surely continue to include a lot of old-fashioned conservatives.

President Donald Trump talks about border security at the White House on Jan. 3, 2019. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The emphasis on personnel might also mask another, more important reason Trump did not transform American government. It wasn't bureaucrats or Never Trumpers who shot down a deal to fund a border wall in 2018. It was Trump himself, holding out because he wanted cuts in legal immigration, too. It's true that in other cases, Trump's aides -- sometimes ones he had appointed himself -- resisted his orders. But it's also true that they faced so few consequences for this resistance as to raise the question of whether those orders were seriously meant.
Again and again during his administration, Trump would make comments that nobody on his staff felt obliged to heed. They ignored him when he said he wanted sweeping gun controls; they ignored him when he said he wanted an Affordable Care Act replacement that would increase insurance coverage. It wasn't insubordination, exactly; it was a bet on whether Trump cared about what he was saying. That bet usually paid off.
Trump's own personality, in other words, is a limit on what any administration he runs could achieve for the New Right, or for anyone else. It's not just that he lacks the discipline and focus to carry out an objective, although he does lack both, or that flatterers easily manipulate him, although they do. It's also that his objectives are malleable to start with. In 2018, he insisted on cuts in legal immigration. Since then, he has consistently said he wants to increase it to record levels. Picking Vance, who favors cuts, doesn't mean Trump has changed his mind -- or that he won't change it again. Vance is both a smart, knowledgeable advocate of New Right policies and a zealous convert to the cause of Trump, who might have chosen him more for the latter than for the former. We can be sure he did not make his pick because he wants to be the titular head of a Vance administration.
Similarly, the fact that Trump welcomes union leaders' support, and that some on the right have warmed to unions, does not mean that his next administration would be any less business-friendly on labor issues than the last one was. The Big Business Republicans of yore are sometimes caricatured for seeking corporate tax cuts above all else. By Trump's own account, more of them are a priority for him. Jamie Dimon is very nearly the antimatter version of a New Rightist, but that hasn't stopped Trump from musing about making him treasury secretary.
As much as some of Trump's fans wish otherwise, he just isn't a Trumpist. Those who think a second administration would be less chaotic than his first are ignoring the level to which it would be the extension of his character -- and that character has not changed.
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Did Vance sell a new kind of conservative nationalism? 
On Wednesday night, "Hillbilly Elegy" Vance fused with modern MAGA. 
By Jason Willick | 2024-07-18

Republican vice-presidential nominee J.D. Vance at the Republican National Convention on Wednesday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


You're reading the Prompt 2024 newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox. 
On Wednesday night, Sen. J.D. Vance of Ohio accepted the Republican nomination for vice president in a speech that wove his personal story of growing up poor in Appalachia, raised by his grandmother, "Mamaw," amid economic decay and drug addiction, into a pitch for Donald Trump's brand of right-wing populism. I'm here with fellow Post columnists Jim Geraghty and E.J. Dionne Jr. to discuss: What does the speech tell us about a possible Trump-Vance White House?
Jason Willick: Jim and E.J., what did you think of the speech?
Jim Geraghty: First, Vance is a gifted, polished, personable speaker. Every Mamaw story killed. He seemed to improvise lines. He joked about not celebrating his home state of Ohio too much because Republicans have to win Michigan in November. And Vance finds ways to make policies and views that are pretty darn controversial -- populism, protectionism, quasi-isolationism, for example -- sound like common sense.
What's that saying by New York Gov. Mario Cuomo? "You campaign in poetry. You govern in prose." We were served a lot of poetry tonight.
Jason: Yes, plenty to say about style and personality. But what about substance? The backdrop to the speech was the division in the GOP on foreign policy and economics. I thought, for the most part, Vance struck a conciliatory note on this. He tried to frame the GOP's divisions as a source of its strength -- an implicit contrast to groupthink in the Democratic Party epitomized by its crisis over President Biden's age.
E.J. Dionne Jr.: I was struck by three aspects: First, the repudiation of past Republican policies on trade and foreign policy. Second, the hard-edge class language more likely to come from the left -- attacks on "the ruling class," "Wall Street," "the few." Third, and this was troubling the more I thought about it, a defense of a nationalism rooted more in the land and in identity than in a commitment to, say, the principles of the Constitution and Declaration of Independence. It was a different kind of conservatism, national conservatism.
Jason: I agree, E.J., that the repudiation of "creedal nationalism" -- or the idea that America is an idea -- was maybe the speech's most significant substantive point.
E.J.: Yes, Jason, the repeated rejection of America as an idea really jumped out, as did his coming back again and again to "homeland" and "home" and mentioning the "seven generations" of his family buried in that Kentucky cemetery.
Jim: I think you're going to hear a lot of discussion of what Vance means by "homeland." I wonder how many Americans hear that word and think of the Department of Homeland Security. Which is, you know, not exactly all that popular these days.
E.J.: One thing that seemed very real and authentic: His ambition to be a good father after growing up in a chaotic family situation. And his celebration of his mom for being "clean and sober" for almost 10 years I am sure touched a lot of people.
Jason: Yes, you could argue that this speech fused "Hillbilly Elegy" Vance with the modern MAGA Vance we've come to know in the past two years. The speech introduced us to characters from the book, in the context of selling a fairly firm "America First" agenda.
Jim: Oh, I want Mamaw running our national drug policy. Or Mamaw can run the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives.
E.J.: It was funny that he put his political role in this campaign right out there, mentioning Wisconsin, Michigan and Pennsylvania again and again and again. (And he threw in Ohio, of course.)
Jason: The divisions in the GOP on core issues -- did he handle them well enough to at least suppress them through the election? We've heard a lot of stories in the past few days about how nervous the party's hawks and business class are about this veep pick. From a political perspective, did he counterproductively double down on Trump's most loyal voters?
E.J: Good question. I think he did nothing to soothe the internationalists in the party, the supporters of Ukraine or the business wing. He was pretty much who he has been.
Jim: Foreign policy got only a few lines here and there. But Vance has an Obama-esque ability to take a controversial idea and make it sound common sense and anodyne.
Let me put it this way: If you tuned in hearing that he was this extreme MAGA hard-liner, you probably wondered where that guy was and why you were getting a sitcom dad or a Jeff Foxworthy-esque "You might be a hillbilly" routine: "If there's a handgun in your grandma's silverware drawer, you might be a hillbilly!"
Jason: Agreed, Jim, on controversial policy -- high level of generality helps. For example, we will send troops to war only when we "must." When that threshold is crossed, different parts of the party will disagree. And Trump will be the decider.
Essentially, he articulated objectives the party can agree on: American strength, strong industry and families, and so on. But the means to get there will be a source of fierce disagreement. As in: free-market policy vs. industrial policy, free trade vs. tariffs, etc.
E.J.: I kept trying to figure out how much political work this speech was doing. All the blue-collar, anti-ruling-class stuff might help with some working-class voters in the key states. But it did nothing to pull in suburban moderates who will find Vance's social-issue positions -- on abortion, for example -- unacceptable.
Jason: Notably, no mention of abortion in this speech.
E.J.: On his being a MAGA hard-liner: It was all there. That phrase about immigrants -- "We allow them in on our terms" -- was very hard-line. Mixing the hard line with a well-told personal story about his wife might have taken the edges off the tough message a bit, but the message was still there.
Jim: I wonder how many Americans will see Usha Chilukuri Vance and conclude he can't be too hard-line on immigration.
E.J.: Shout out to Usha, who was a great witness for him. She was very believable in what she said.
E.J.: I confess that when I heard him extol Trump, I kept thinking of all his criticism of Trump as "America's Hitler" and "cultural heroin." I imagine we'll see a lot of split-screening of Vance past and Vance present. He might have had a few sentences inoculating himself somewhat by talking about why he changed his mind.
Jim: Eh, Kamala Harris gutted Biden in the first debate, and when he picked her as veep, it was all under the bridge. I'm not sure "Vance hated Trump in 2016" moves many votes in 2024.
E.J.: The difference, I think, is that what Vance said about Trump in 2016 goes to the heart of what Democrats will be arguing this year.
Jim: Yeah, I'm sure we'll see attack ads: "Even Trump's own running mate said he was a jerk," etc. But I'm skeptical they'd move anyone.
E.J.: Curious if anyone else noticed that he looked sometimes as if he couldn't believe he was there, unusually long breaks for smiling at the crowd, leading cheers, just standing there enjoying it.
Jim: Probably. His ascent in politics makes Barack Obama look like Lyndon B. Johnson.
E.J.: Given the relatively low ratings this convention is getting, the speech was mostly to sympathizers. Measuring that way, I think he left them liking him.
Jason: Unless Trump-Vance loses in November!
And speaking of Obama, the speech comes 20 years after Obama as a junior senator spoke at his party's convention and became a national figure, appealing to a brighter future. Any final impressions?
E.J.: I don't think the speech we just watched reached that level! But VP speeches rarely do. An exception: Hubert Humphrey's epic "Happy Warrior" attack on Barry Goldwater in 1964.
Jim: Vance passed the test, easily. He'll be formidable in a debate. And he'll steer the GOP in the most populist, nationalist, protectionist and perhaps isolationist direction possible.
Jason: I agree. And boy, how far we are from when a politician could tell the nation with a straight face there are no red states or blue states. This is a polarized time, and polarization has helped propel Vance to the pinnacle of politics.
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Biden's bad rent-control idea has no upside
Capping rents dampens an essential signal to developers to build more housing units.
By Megan McArdle | 2024-07-18

A "For Rent" sign outside a Sacramento apartment building. (Rich Pedroncelli/AP)


It was the most painful moment of Biden's halting speech to the NAACP on Tuesday: The president complained about corporate landlords raising rents, squinted hard at the teleprompter and said, "I'm about to announce that they can't raise it more than ... $55."
This was not correct; the administration wants to cap rent increases at 5 percent, not $55. Perhaps an aide had forgotten to hit the shift key when typing the percentage sign into the teleprompter or the president couldn't distinguish a "%" from a "5." Either way, it suggested the president had forgotten a key detail of his own policy.
But one can't blame him for wanting to forget because the policy itself is so misguided. Rent control is one of the worst possible ways to fix America's housing crisis; it doesn't just fail to fix the underlying issues but actually makes them worse.
When rents are high, it's a sign that too few rental units are available to meet demand. This signal is painful for renters, especially those with low incomes who may hear the message, "You can't afford to live in this place anymore." But the same signal is also an SOS to developers: Build more housing! (And to politicians: Lower regulatory barriers to construction.)
Encouraging new supply is the only true solution to a housing shortage because, unless new units are built, every other "solution" -- rent subsidies, for instance -- amounts to trying to rig a game of musical chairs: The teacher may pick new winners, and maybe we like them better than the last ones, but we've still left a bunch of players with nowhere to sit.
And rent control isn't just ineffective but counterproductive. Trying to solve a housing shortage by weakening the signal that something's wrong is like trying to lose weight by breaking your scale: You may feel better in the moment, but your problems will probably get worse. In the case of rent control, landlords will decide not to build or operate units that are unprofitable at the capped rents.
This inevitability can be resisted with various tweaks, and the administration has some of these. What's being proposed is not a hard nationwide cap but a soft one: The president has called on Congress to pass a law that would force landlords who raised rents by more than 5 percent to stretch out their depreciation allowances over a longer time. The cap would apply only to corporate landlords who own more than 50 units and thus have more margin (and probably fewer alternative uses for their multifamily properties) than do small landlords who own individual houses. The proposal would exempt new buildings altogether and include a carve-out for units that have undergone substantial renovations. And it's supposed to be in effect for only two years while America waits for the new housing supply that the administration intends to spur by investing in more low-income housing and also by opening up some federal lands to development.
But while some of these tweaks might make the policy less bad, none of them makes it good.
It is surely better to have temporary caps than permanent ones -- but "temporary" government programs have a suspicious tendency to become permanent. My favorite example has long been the temporary telephone excise tax enacted in 1898 to fund the Spanish American War, which was finally repealed in 2006. But New York City's rent control law, enacted in 1943 as a temporary wartime measure, is probably more relevant here. It's still in effect, though it covers a shrinking number of units.
Similarly, while it's undoubtedly better to exempt new buildings than not to, landlords might reasonably suspect that their buildings eventually will come under the "temporary" rent cap -- and plan accordingly by whisking less profitable projects off the drawing board. And while a soft cap might be better than a hard one, it's better only to the extent that landlords feel free to raise rents by more than 5 percent and lose their accelerated depreciation, which of course defeats the purpose.
It helps a little to make genuine efforts to increase the housing supply. But it will probably take much longer than two years for these to have much effect, which of course means that there will be pressure to extend the rent caps. And it's not clear how much various administration proposals will do to increase supply where it's needed -- for example, most federal land is far from the coastal population centers where the nation's housing crisis is most acute.
In other words, either this policy won't accomplish much or it will do bad things. The sad thing is that the White House undoubtedly knows this because economists have made these same arguments to them over and over. This is a desperation move by an administration that is badly behind in the polls -- but it buys at best a small and temporary political gain, at the expense of the desperate folks who need somewhere affordable to live.
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Can democracy survive this Supreme Court? I answered your questions.
This live chat with readers began at 11 a.m. ET on Thursday. Read the transcript.
By Danielle Allen | 2024-07-18
Danielle Allen is a political philosopher and director of the Allen Lab for Democracy Renovation at Harvard University. She is also the author of Democracy, Refreshed, a 10-week newsletter series on how to improve American democracy.
Danielle was online Thursday at 11 a.m. ET to answer reader questions and more. Read the transcript below.
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'Impromptu' at the RNC: Kumbaya or 'Fight! Fight! Fight!'
Can Trump's purported unity message outlast the convention?
By Jonathan Capehart, Jim Geraghty, Charles Lane, Karen Tumulty, Alexandra Petri | 2024-07-18

Supporters of former president Donald Trump hang a banner outside the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on Wednesday. (Spencer Platt/Getty Images)


Our columnists Charles Lane, Karen Tumulty, Jim Geraghty and Jonathan Capehart met up at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee to suss out the mood on the floor. How will Trump's "unity" message -- if it's real at all -- play out during the convention? And will it change the race if it does? This excerpt from their conversation has been edited.
Use the audio player or The Post's "Impromptu" podcast feed to listen to the entire conversation.
Charles Lane: So in the days following this horrific and despicable assassination attempt, former president Donald Trump has been mouthing the word "unity." But his immediate instinct in the moment was to raise his fist and shout the word "fight" three times. What do you guys think: How is that balance going to play out? Is there any real chance of unity becoming a lasting theme? Jonathan, you're shaking your head no.
Jonathan Capehart: No. And we saw it starting last night with Congresswoman Marjorie Taylor Greene. If the nominee of the party mouths the word "unity" -- well, then that should be reflected in the speakers and what they are saying. You cannot say "Let's have kumbaya" and then go out there and say there are only two genders and target trans kids. How do you square that circle? They're not doing it.
Karen Tumulty: I agree. I was on the convention floor yesterday as they were doing the roll call of the states to nominate him, and there were at least two states who cast their ballots and then broke into chants of "Fight! Fight! Fight!" So this message is perhaps getting through to some of the speakers from the stage, but it has not gotten through to the delegates.
Jim Geraghty: Asking Marjorie Taylor Greene to give a uniting speech, it's kind of like asking a duck to juggle. I'm not sure she's equipped for that. It's just completely against her nature. But the only thing I think people are really going to remember from this convention is Trump's speech. If Trump's speech is, to borrow a phrase from 1988, a kinder and gentler Trump -- much less "We're going to destroy these guys, everybody who opposes me is terrible and wrong," and is more of "I want to unite all of us" -- that may have an effect. I'm not counting on it. And again, it's Trump. It's very hard to believe it. But then again, he's never been shot before. It's very hard to believe you'd go through that and not be changed in some way. So we'll see what happens.
Listen to the full conversation here:
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New York City rises up to defeat the rat empire
"Prosperity ripened the principle of decay." 
By Edith Pritchett | 2024-07-18

(Edith Pritchett/The Washington Post)
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Vance spoils Republicans' chance to hide abortion extremism
Trump has recently tried to present himself as more moderate on abortion restrictions, but Vance is as radical as they come.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-07-18

Republican vice presidential nominee J.D. Vance, with RNC co-chair Lara Trump behind him, appears on Day 1 of the Republican National Convention at the Fiserv Forum in Milwaukee on Monday. (Elizabeth Frantz/Reuters)


Republicans have a problem: Their base insists on a nationwide forced-birth law, but political realists in the party understand this is a hugely unpopular position, and one that might lead to electoral disaster. The tactical solution: Hide their abortion extremism while winking to the base.
The Post reported, "The new Republican platform still includes language that links abortion to the 14th Amendment to the Constitution, leaving open a path to legislation or court decisions that would grant fetuses additional legal rights." That said, "the 16-page document nevertheless infuriated some antiabortion advocates within the party, who view the watered-down language as a faithless betrayal of a core part of the GOP base." Former president and current Republican candidate Donald Trump now claims he is content to leave the matter to the states.
But when Trump named Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio) as his running mate, any pretense of abortion moderation went out the window. Few voters think Republicans might moderate their stance with someone on the ticket who wants to ban abortion without exceptions for rape or incest.
It is inconceivable that Trump would refuse to sign a nationwide prohibition on abortion if it landed on his desk. He owes his political career in large part to the devotion of White evangelicals, for whom abortion under any circumstances is anathema. He brags that his Supreme Court picks reversed Roe v. Wade. Just as Trump's denial of any knowledge of Project 2025 (drafted by over 140 of his former aides and championed by the Heritage Foundation, a sponsor of the Republican convention) is not fooling anyone, neither should the platform mislead voters. This remains an extremist party when it comes to abortion.
The selection of Vance clarified the party's absolutism. Mini Timmaraju, president and CEO of Reproductive Freedom for All, put out a statement following the Vance announcement: "Make no mistake, Trump picked him because of -- not in spite of -- his anti-abortion bona fides. ... Vance has worked in lockstep with extremist Republicans in the Senate to undermine reproductive freedom -- refusing to back down from the dangerous abortion bans and restrictions his party has engineered." She then ticked off the list of his radical positions, which includes favoring an abortion ban without exceptions for rape or incest and opposition to a bill protecting IVF.
Trump, opportunistically, has been all over the map when it comes to abortion: He has swung from a pro-choice Democrat, to a rigid antiabortion Republican who once insisted women should be "punished" for abortions, to someone who said he would consider limits on contraception, to someone denying he suggested any such thing. However, with an ideologue such as Vance at his side, abortion-ban advocates can be reassured that Trump will not stray from their orthodoxy.
Vance, as he has on all his views, immediately tried to fall in line behind Trump. "My view is that Donald Trump is the leader of the Republican Party, and his views on abortion are going to be the views that dominate this party and drive this party forward," Vance said in a Fox News interview. "Alabama's going to make a different decision from California. That is a reasonable thing. And that's how I think we build some bridges and have some respect for one another." No one who has seen Vance twist himself into a pretzel for a candidate he once analogized to Hitler will be surprised by this transparent maneuvering.
In a Biden-Harris campaign press call after Vance was named, the campaign spokespeople's focus on his radical abortion position was noteworthy. "He supports a nationwide ban on abortion, criticizes exceptions for rape and incest survivors, actually saying 'two wrongs don't make a right' [and] calling those circumstances 'inconvenient,'" said reproductive rights advocate Amanda Zurawski.
The campaign put two prominent abortion advocates on the call. "When Donald Trump and J.D. Vance celebrate overturning Roe, they're celebrating every single cruel abortion ban across the country, many of which have no exceptions for rape or incest," Timmaraju said. "And, at the end of the day, we always knew Trump would pick someone just as committed to taking away reproductive freedom. But now that it's official, it couldn't be more clear."
Lauren Beene, a general pediatrician who helped organize the ballot measure Issue One to protect abortion rights, weighed in as well. "J.D. Vance called our victory 'a gut punch,'" she said. "A 10-year-old rape victim couldn't receive an abortion in her state, but somehow that gut punch was us voting to restore access to reproductive health care?" She added, "Well, that gut punch proved to America that voters will not stand by as MAGA Republicans threaten our rights and freedoms."
If the Biden-Harris team is going to turn the race around and make progress in swing states (where polling continues to freak out Democratic members of Congress, donors and activists), abortion must be a top issue. Fortunately for Democrats, and for American women more generally, Vice President Harris has been the most eloquent and impassioned defender of abortion rights in the administration. It is no wonder that Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-Mass.), another participant in the campaign press call, declared, "The VP will take it to J.D. Vance. ... I'm looking forward to this debate."
Certainly, the Biden campaign will launch an array of charges against Vance: his cringeworthy lack of experience, his anti-Ukraine rhetoric, his opposition to the Affordable Care Act, his vote against the bipartisan infrastructure bill and his praise for Project 2025. But none is more potent than abortion because no issue is more harmful to Republicans. And none offers Democrats a greater hope of breaking through to critical swing-state voters.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/07/18/abortion-vance-extremism-vice-president-trump-pick/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Stop the extreme rhetoric, Democrats. Now is a time for healing. 
Just listen to the unifiers at the Republican National Convention.
By Alexandra Petri | 2024-07-18

Former president Donald Trump in Reno, Nev., on Dec. 23. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post) 


Now is the time for unity. Now is the time for healing. We need to stop saying things that are tearing Americans apart. Hateful, awful things like, "I, Joe Biden, am running for president of the United States." That is not what America needs to hear right now.
It was good that Biden pulled down his ads and stopped his events and unequivocally condemned the attempted assassination of Donald Trump, but his speech was not enough. As former Republican senator Jim DeMint complained online, Biden mentioned in his speech that he was seeking reelection.
Now is just not the time for such divisive rhetoric! Now is the time to lower the national temperature. Stop raising it by saying, "I still find the things that Donald Trump has said he would do if elected scary." That kind of language has gotten us where we are and must stop. Hush, and let us instead hear from the unifiers.
Unifiers such as Lt. Gov. Mark Robinson of North Carolina, who during his remarks at the Republican National Convention did not repeat his comment from an earlier speech on political opponents about how "some folks need killing."
Or Rep. Marjorie "We are in a battle between GOOD and EVIL" Taylor Greene (Ga.), who only said something ominous about "globalists" once during her RNC address!
Or Senate candidate Kari Lake, who observed, "Welcome to everybody in this great arena tonight. We love you all." Isn't that so wonderfully unifyi-- "Actually, actually, wait a minute. I don't mean that. I don't welcome everybody in this room. The guys up in the fake news. Frankly, you guys up there in the fake news have worn out your welcome."
Now is the time to say temperate, soothing, unifying things, such as, "the Democrat Justice Department coordinated ALL of these Political Attacks, which are an Election Interference conspiracy against Joe Biden's Political Opponent, ME." Now is not the time to offer any criticism of a man who has toyed with serving an unconstitutional third term as president, televising a trial of Liz Cheney or deporting some 20 million people.
The last thing we need right now is to tear apart this country with vitriolic rhetoric like "I continue to think that Donald Trump's plan -- which his running mate, J.D. Vance, has endorsed -- for replacing the civil service with political appointees is terrifying." That kind of careless language is what has gotten us to this place. If we don't nip this in the bud, people will say even worse things, like, "Donald Trump's promise to be a dictator on 'Day 1' (but just on Day 1!) still sounds ... dictatorial."
This is certainly a good-faith argument. Don't you dare insinuate it isn't. If anyone else had been using any kind of hateful, threatening rhetoric, I would know about it, and I wouldn't just be hushing the people whose violent slogans (e.g., "I didn't enjoy the storming of the Capitol on Jan. 6 one bit!") have degraded our national discourse possibly beyond repair.
Why, people are out there saying that they "are in the process of the second American Revolution, which will remain bloodless" if their political opponents allow it to be! Wait, this was said by the head of the Heritage Foundation? My mistake. This is unifying, actually.
Remember, this is a democracy, where we pride ourselves on free speech. But there are limits. Right now, for instance, worrying aloud about the erosion of that very right is absolutely unacceptable. Now is not the time to say, "I like having a democracy, and I still think it's at stake this election, unless I missed something big?" Now is the time to say nothing.
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If Europe's anti-tourism protesters think it's bad now, just wait
Post-pandemic "revenge tourism" keeps surging in European hotspots, and the problem may soon worsen.
By Lee Hockstader | 2024-07-18

Demonstrators outside a restaurant protest mass tourism in Barcelona on July 6. (Bruna Casas/Reuters)


BARCELONA -- It was easy to tut-tut or roll your eyes when local protesters squirted water guns at mystified tourists snacking at sidewalk cafes on a recent sun-soaked afternoon in Barcelona, one of Europe's top summertime destinations. But the anti-tourism demonstration here was also a telling snapshot -- and a warning -- of the tensions building on the continent and beyond as this summer's record travel levels collide with climate change, social disparities and absorption capacity in even the most visitor-friendly cities.
If you believe the world's tourism hot spots are already saturated, think again -- specifically about so-far mostly untapped markets of international travelers from China and India. When they add hundreds of millions more visitors over the next decade or two to jam-packed peak-season crowds, places that think they face a breaking point now will remember this summer as the good old days.
Tourism worldwide has been swelling for decades, and its impact falls disproportionately in Europe, especially southern Europe's sun belt. Barcelona, an achingly charming place whose popularity has rocketed since it hosted the Olympics 32 years ago, is a case in point.
The city, a densely packed dreamscape of 1.6 million inhabitants, had fewer than 2 million tourists in 1990. This year, city officials expect nearly 13 million, accounting for roughly 38 million overnight stays. That doesn't include millions more cruise ship passengers or the day-trippers who join the throngs on the Rambla pedestrian boulevard, Antoni Gaudi's Sagrada Familia cathedral and other must-see sights.
Rents in the city have soared, up almost 70 percent in a decade, driven by Airbnb and similar platforms, along with digital nomads and holiday home buyers. Roughly 150,000 people have tourism jobs in Barcelona, but many can't afford to live in the city.
Similar concerns beset Lisbon, Athens, Las Palmas, Ibiza and other prime destinations. They are victims of their own success, awash in tourism dollars and increasingly fearful of losing working-class residents, neighborhood grocery stores -- and their souls.
No European city has been as thoroughly overrun by tourists as Venice, where 70 percent of its population has been driven out since the 1950s and more than 20 million annual visitors cram the city's fairy-book three square miles. This year Venice imposed a $5.30 entry fee on day-trippers, a gesture that seems pointless.
Pushback and protests by locals on the tourist onslaughts are intensifying -- not only in southern Europe but also in Amsterdam, Tokyo, Seoul and elsewhere. In Barcelona, where tourism was almost universally seen as positive 15 years ago, nearly one-quarter of residents now say it has brought negative effects.
"The likely scenario is that the tourism industry keeps on doing what it's been doing, and tensions between residents and tourists will rise," Sebastian Amrhein, a tourism scholar at Germany's Rhine-Waal University, told me.
In Barcelona, I spoke with Jordi Valls, deputy mayor for the economy, tax, economic promotion and tourism,, who took the job last year. Almost immediately he determined that tourism, which accounts for almost one-fifth of the city's nonpublic economy, was at its limit -- and also unstoppable.
"I can't control the demand," he told me. "I can only affect the supply."
In pursuit of that goal, the city has banned room rentals in private apartments and, by 2028, plans to abolish another 10,000 short-term rentals through Airbnb and the like. The city has also raised the municipal tax on overnight stays, capped new hotels in the city center and limited the size of tour groups.
Part of the idea is to ensure public spaces aren't colonized by visitors wielding selfie sticks. That's proving hard enough in some parts of town. Then there's the long-term stress that tourists exert on water, electricity, transport and other resources.
An equally stiff challenge is protecting the character of residential neighborhoods where apartments have been snapped up by outsiders. The few thousand new units Barcelona plans to build annually aren't likely to slow the city's steady march toward Anglophone gentrification.
Squeezing supply tends to raise prices, shifting available capacity to richer tourists at little or no benefit to the workforce. In the trade, that's known as "quality tourism," a euphemism for deep-pocketed visitors whose lavish travel habits take a major toll on the climate.
The end of the pandemic brought a wave of "revenge" tourists bingeing on new sights after long sojourns in their living rooms. Projections last summer that travel would ease this year have proved wrong: Revenge tourism is becoming rampage tourism, now surpassing pre-pandemic records.
Tourists are a golden goose for many places, especially the sun-and-sand meccas of southern Europe, whose economies depend disproportionately on them. Few places will muster the political will anytime soon to slash numbers meaningfully.
But if governments don't proactively diversify their economies to become less tourist-reliant, and redistribute tourism revenue more aggressively to demonstrate their benefits, then social protest or resource overload might force their hand -- unless tourists themselves, sick of the crowds, abandon destinations altogether.
The writing is on the wall -- literally. In the Canary Islands, anti-tourist activists have lately taken to posting phony signs near the beach: "Closed due to overcrowding."
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Trump's economy vs. Biden's -- in 17 charts 
Biden has delivered an impressive recovery, but many voters remember lower prices under Trump.
By Heather Long, Aden Barton | 2024-07-18
"It's the economy, stupid!" is the mantra that's been uttered every presidential campaign season since James Carville coined it in 1992. What's unique this year is that both President Biden and former president Donald Trump have clear economic records now, and they each claim to have the superior one -- and even, in Trump's case, the best in history.
The truth is that the U.S. economy has had spectacular moments -- and real train wrecks -- under both men. Trump inherited a lukewarm economy that he pumped up with massive tax cuts and extra government spending. The result was a hot growth spurt and a lot of new jobs, until the pandemic hit and 23 million people were suddenly out of work. Biden inherited a nation still living through the dark days of covid-19. He injected a large dose of government spending and investment and spurred a rapid, widespread rebound. The economy grew fast, added more than 15 million jobs and even saw a renaissance in manufacturing and a surge in start-ups. But the pandemic's hangover effects also included the worst inflation in 40 years and this still smarts.
Below are 17 charts that show the many facets of the Trump and Biden economies (with the caveat that presidents only have a limited influence). Judging by the data alone, Biden produced better results, but deep psychological impact of inflation has led most voters to say they trust Trump over Biden on the economy.
During Biden's presidency, inflation has stung. One of the clearest ways to see this is to compare the rise of prices with that of wages. During Trump's term, wages for rank-and-file workers rose 15.4 percent -- almost twice as much as inflation did. This helped people feel as though they were getting ahead. In contrast, under Biden, wages for rank-and-file workers have barely kept up with the 19 percent jump in prices. What's more, the supply chain glitches and price surges of 2022 set a lot of workers back. The good news for Biden is that, for the past year, wages have been growing faster than overall prices, and this trend is likely to continue. More Americans should start to feel better soon.
Advantage: Trump
So far, under Biden, an impressive 15.7 million jobs have been added to the economy. Yes, the president benefited from a pandemic bounce-back. Businesses were going to bring back some workers no matter who was in the White House. But the rehiring was very rapid (helped along by the Biden stimulus), and, now, the economy has 6 million more jobs than it had pre-pandemic. Under Trump, job growth was also strong; 6.7 million jobs were added before the pandemic. But when you factor in the pandemic, Trump's economy shed millions of jobs.
Advantage: Biden
The data doesn't support Trump's claim that he had the "greatest economy in the history of the world" but he did preside over several years of 2.5 to 3 percent annual growth -- well above the norm of about 2 percent. Of course, the pandemic recession hit during Trump's final year in office, pummeling his record. Growth under Biden has been strong -- surging to nearly 6 percent in 2021, 1.9 percent in 2022 and 2.5 percent in 2023. Indeed, the U.S. economy has been the envy of the world for its robust post-pandemic surge, as Biden likes to remind people.
Advantage: Biden, slightly
The American Dream is to own a home. Under Trump, the share of households that do climbed to almost 66 percent, up from about 64 percent when he took office. Under Biden, the rate has remained around 66 percent. The influencing factor here has been mortgage rates (which presidents don't control). Under Trump and early in Biden's presidency, mortgage rates were low, and many Americans took advantage of them to buy homes. In 2022 and 2023, though, mortgage rates jumped as the Federal Reserve battled inflation by raising interest rates. At the same time, in many parts of the country, home prices were also rising rapidly. As a result, 2023 became the most unaffordable year to buy a home since the early 1980s. Younger Americans are especially concerned that they will never be able to afford one.
Advantage: Trump
The fruits of economic growth are not distributed equally around the country. To assess the geographic winners and losers during each presidency, we compared county unemployment for 2019 (a strong Trump year) with 2023 (a strong Biden year). The results are interesting: More counties overall did better under Biden, but counties in certain swing states, especially Michigan and Nevada, did better under Trump.
Ironically, liberal California had a stronger labor market under Trump, while a host of Republican Southern states are doing better under Biden. It's not entirely clear why this is, but states' idiosyncrasies probably play a role. In California, the tech sector has atrophied recently, and, in Texas, more workers joining the labor force have pushed up the unemployment rate.
Both Trump and Biden favor place-based industrial policies -- Republican tariffs, for instance, and Democratic subsidies for semiconductors and green energy. And some counties and states benefit more from these policies than others.
Advantage: Biden
Both Trump and Biden presided over tight labor markets, which gave all workers more bargaining power. This helped narrow long-standing gender and racial gaps in the workforce. Female and Black workers saw strong employment gains under Trump, until the pandemic set working women back. Biden has tried to create employment opportunities for groups normally left behind. In April of last year, the Black unemployment rate reached an all-time low of 4.8 percent. And for the first time ever, in March of last year, the share of Black Americans who are employed exceeded the share of White Americans who are employed. Women have bounced back from the pandemic faster than men, partly because new work-from-home arrangements permit more flexible schedules.
Advantage: Biden, slightly
Biden doesn't get enough credit for boosting U.S. manufacturing. The huge amounts of federal money he has devoted to it have made a difference. Factory construction in the United States has jumped. Semiconductor companies are spending billions building factories in Arizona, Ohio, Upstate New York and Texas. Trump talked up manufacturing, but he had no noticeable effect on factory building. Indeed, the Foxconn factory he promised for Wisconsin never materialized.
Advantage: Biden
Job growth was widespread under Trump, and it has been under Biden, as well. When the data is compared side-by-side, it shows that many more manufacturing jobs have been created under Biden (762,000 more). Manufacturing jobs are now at their highest level since the Great Recession. White-collar, health-care and government jobs have also surged in recent years. Construction was strong under both presidencies.
Advantage: Biden
Home values have been rising rapidly in recent years. When Trump took office, the median home sale price was about $320,000. By the end of his term, it had risen to about $350,000. At the start of 2024, it was about $420,000. This has been great news for the two-thirds of Americans who already own their homes. But it's made younger Americans fear that they might never be able to afford to buy a home. Most of this increase has been caused by a supply shortage in the United States.
Advantage: Biden
Since the pandemic hit in 2020, new business creation in the United States has surged to its highest levels in decades. It started when people were stuck at home, out of work with little to do. But as the economy has rebounded, the boom has continued. Trump and Biden were both generous with government aid during the pandemic. But this trend appears to be mostly part of a broader reassessment of work (and life) that's happened since the pandemic.
Advantage: Biden, slightly
Trump presided over a rise in "good vibes" about the economy. Many polls and consumer-sentiment indicators, including the monthly University of Michigan Consumer Sentiment Index, showed that people were feeling good. Yes, he exaggerates his achievements, but people did seem to notice that the economy improved. Biden has not been as lucky. The 2022 inflation surge really shocked people. And while the rate of inflation has slowed, prices remain high, and this still makes Americans angry. Sentiment has rebounded a little in the past two years, but it remains well below pre-pandemic norms.
Advantage: Trump
Real wages, meaning wages after inflation, have barely grown since Biden took office. But wage inequality -- the differences in what various groups earn -- has fallen dramatically. The reason it has is lower-income workers have received higher raises that kept up more with price increases. As a result, in just a few years, we have seen decades of wage inequality reversed. Nevertheless, many low-wage workers seem to prefer the situation under Trump because they did not have to contend with higher prices.
Advantage: Unclear
Americans often talk about how their household budgets are doing, while economists look at annual census data to see whether the typical household income, adjusted for inflation, is rising. Under Trump, household incomes rose to a high of $78,250 in 2019, from about $72,100 when he took office in 2017. But then the pandemic hit, followed by inflation. By 2022, the median household income had fallen to $74,580. The Census Bureau hasn't released any more recent data, but economists at Motio Research estimate that median household income has climbed to about $79,000. This is good for Biden, yet many Americans still feel as though they are basically catching up to where they were before the pandemic.
Advantage: Likely Trump
In 2022, the share of Americans with health insurance rose to an all-time high of 92.1 percent (304 million people). Biden pushed to expand coverage by making government subsidies more generous for working-class Americans who buy insurance through the Obamacare marketplaces. This has been a clear change from Trump, who during his term repealed the law requiring people to have health insurance and saw the share of uninsured Americans rise.
Advantage: Biden
Trump loved to point to the stock market's rise as a sign he was doing well in office. The most popular stock index in the United States -- the S&P 500 -- gained about 70 percent during his first term. But stocks have also done well under Biden; not only has there been no recession, but the economy has continued to beat expectations. The S&P 500 is up about 50 percent so far since 2021 and this summer the major stock indexes keep setting records. (It's worth noting that stock market performance under President Barack Obama was far better than under either Trump or Biden).
Advantage: Trump, slightly
Child poverty dipped slightly during the end of Trump's presidency and then plummeted under Biden's when the expanded Child Tax Credit and other temporary stimulus measures were adopted. But it returned to pre-pandemic levels when those programs expired. Biden pushed for an extension, but the GOP-controlled Congress wouldn't budge. The good news here is that we've learned what works to reduce child poverty: giving direct cash aid to families with children.
Advantage: Biden
Trump and Biden alike worsened the federal debt. The pandemic required a lot of emergency spending under both administrations. But many trillions were added outside of the context of covid. Trump added $4.8 trillion in non-covid debt, and Biden chipped in $2.2 trillion, according to the Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget. Neither president can claim to have been fiscally responsible.
Advantage: Biden, slightly
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My husband was slowing down. He needed protecting. 
Ben Bradlee was The Post's executive editor for more than 20 years. But even giants fade.
By Sally Quinn | 2024-07-18
A story for Jill Biden:
It was a beautiful summer day. My husband, Ben Bradlee, was sunbathing out by the pool shortly after his 85th birthday. The photographer Annie Leibovitz had just shown up at Grey Gardens, our house in East Hampton, N.Y., to take Ben's picture for Vanity Fair.
I was on the phone when Ben called out to me with urgency in his voice: "Sally!" I rushed to see what was wrong. Ben was standing by the pool looking helpless. "Annie wants to take a picture of me with no shirt," he said. "No way!" I said, grinning at her. But I didn't blame her: He looked great without a shirt. Annie and I had a brief discussion, but I was adamant. Ben was wearing white jeans, and I got his blue shirt. He put it on, and I buttoned it up all the way. He seemed uncharacteristically docile.
After a few shots, Annie suggested they walk down to the beach. "Don't let her persuade you to take off your shirt," I whispered to Ben. They came back laughing. We kissed Annie goodbye, and off she went.
When I asked Ben what happened, he was clearly upset and said that Annie had "made" him unbutton his shirt. The idea that anyone could "make" Ben Bradlee do anything he didn't want to do was ludicrous. But it was Ben's demeanor -- his fragility, his vulnerability -- that led me to believe something was wrong. I hadn't paid much attention to the changes he was exhibiting until then, but they suddenly became impossible to ignore.
Vanity Fair came out with a gorgeous picture of Ben, looking rakish and devastatingly handsome. He was thrilled, but he didn't remember posing for it.
I don't pretend to know what ails Joe Biden. I do know what it is like to walk the hard road of age with someone you love.
That fall, Ben was diagnosed with dementia. He tried to joke about it, but it wasn't funny to me. What was coming was driven home to me soon after at a cocktail party when I was talking with Sandra Day O'Connor, whose husband, John, had died of Alzheimer's disease. She grabbed me by the hand, piercing me with her translucent blue eyes. "It's horrible, horrible, horrible," she said with such vehemence I was shocked. As if to prove her point, just then someone shouted from the hallway that Ben had collapsed in another room and they had already called an ambulance.
Except for rare incidents like that one, Ben still seemed much the same. One time, he accepted an invitation to speak at a luncheon in New York. It was given by PathNorth, an organization for CEOs seeking to bring greater meaning to their lives, led by investment banker Doug Holladay and venture capitalist Steve Case. Ben would be interviewed by our dear friend, the historian Jon Meacham.
The day before the lunch, we went to see an exhibition at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. As we were walking up the stairs, Ben blacked out. I let him rest, and with the help of a bystander got him up and in a cab. He slept for the rest of the day and night.
The next morning, I told him he shouldn't do the lunch. He insisted he was fine and charmed everyone at the table, brimming with energy and confidence. When it was time for the program, I asked him again if he felt he was up to it. Absolutely! We moved to the next room, where the audience took their seats. I was in the front row beneath the platform, which held two armchairs for Ben and Jon.
Things got off to a rough start. Jon asked Ben a softball question he couldn't answer, then another. He couldn't remember anything -- about his service in the Navy during World War II, his time in Paris as a reporter after the war, his tenure at The Post. Poor Jon was struggling, and we looked at each other in alarm. Jon began to answer the questions he was asking Ben, but at one point he asked Ben something he himself didn't know the answer to. Ben looked stricken, paused for a moment and then looked down at me. "Help me, Sally," he said.
I'd had a knot in my stomach since the beginning, but this did me in. Thankfully, Doug dashed up to the stage, thanked Ben and Jon for a wonderful interview, and ushered them off the platform. I kissed Ben and left him in Jon's care as I hurried to the ladies' room. I barely made it into the stall before I burst into tears and couldn't stop sobbing. How could I have let Ben be humiliated?
A few weeks later, Ben and I went to a book party for a friend. When we got there, we saw five chairs lined up against the wall. In the chairs were five very old, frail men. Their wives had dumped them to mix and mingle. "Don't ever do that to me," Ben pleaded. I never did.
A year later, Tom Brokaw, an old friend, called me to say that a Watergate anniversary was coming up and he wanted to do a film interview with Ben for NBC. "It's not going to happen," I told him. He begged. He had already interviewed Woodward and Bernstein, and he really needed Ben. I finally agreed, after he assured me I could trust him.
The interview was a nightmare. Ben was making no sense and couldn't answer a single question. Tom left in despair. But after reviewing the tape, the producers found one line of Ben's that made the cut: There he was, jaw jutting, saying something profane like, "Screw 'em." That was fine by me.
The last time this happened was when another close friend, Andy Lack, the former chairman of NBC News, was making a documentary about the 40th anniversary of Watergate. Naturally, he wanted to include Ben. They were filming at Bob Woodward's house. I told Andy I trusted him not to embarrass Ben. Bob and Carl Bernstein and Robert Redford, who was producing, waited on the sofa while Andy did the interview. It was hopeless. Andy shook his head at me as he ended the interview, and I concurred. Andy then led Ben over to the sofa, where he joined the guys. Soon they were joking and laughing and teasing each other, and it was as if Ben had risen from the dead. He was smart and funny and feisty -- he was Ben! Seeing the change, Andy grabbed him for one more question: "What's the job of being a journalist?" Ben, now energetic and lucid, cocked his head and responded: "The job is to find out what is the truth. What is the truth. What happened. What really happened." Andy ran it and had it made into a plaque for his wall.
During Ben's last year, happily, he never forgot who I was. About a week before he died, as we were going to sleep he took my hand and thanked me for taking such good care of him. "And thank you," he said, "for protecting me."
Ben died with his dignity intact. And his legacy as well.
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J.D. Vance takes the stage
After Vance's convention speech, it's clear why Donald Trump chose him to share the ticket.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-07-18

Sen. J.D. Vance (Ohio) accepts the Republican vice-presidential nomination at the Republican National Convention on Wednesday in Milwaukee. (Joshua Lott/The Washington Post)


MILWAUKEE -- Call him a populist fist in a Carhartt glove.
Donald Trump's newly minted running mate introduced himself to the country Wednesday night with a spellbinding speech that wove his own spectacularly unlikely life story into the fabric of grievances felt by ordinary Americans, less lucky than he was, who have been left behind.
"America's ruling class wrote the checks. Communities like mine paid the price," Sen. J.D. Vance (Ohio) said. "For decades, that divide between the few, with their power and comfort in Washington, and the rest of us only widened. From Iraq to Afghanistan. From the financial crisis to the Great Recession. From open borders to stagnating wages, the people who govern this country have failed and failed again."
Notable in the VIP box where Donald Trump was seated was Vance's mother, Beverly Vance, whose addiction to drugs scarred his childhood, and who is just short of celebrating a decade of sobriety. But just as present was his late grandmother, his "Mamaw,"  Bonnie Vance, who he said was his tough "guardian angel," who rescued him and made sure he did not stray.
"Mamaw was, in so many ways, a woman of contradiction. She loved the Lord, ladies and gentlemen. She was a woman of deep Christian faith," he said. "But she also loved the f-word. I'm not kidding. She could make a sailor blush."
Vance's personal history is familiar to anyone who read his best-selling memoir, "Hillbilly Elegy," or saw the movie that it inspired. Having signed up for the Marines in the aftermath of 9/11, he made it to Yale Law School with help from the GI Bill.
But what made his account on Wednesday night so remarkable was the context: the stage of the Republican National Convention. As Dana Bash on CNN pointed out, much of what he said could have been delivered by his socialist fellow senator Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.).
Also striking were points of MAGA dogma that he didn't mention: No mass deportations of undocumented people. Or culture-war issues such as allowing transgender women into female sports. Or ending support for Ukraine against the Russian invasion. Or denying the results of the 2020 election.
Given how often he cited three states -- Michigan, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania, all places where President Biden must win if he is to have any hope of reelection -- it is clear where Vance will be spending the months between now and November. And it is just as clear why Trump chose Vance to share the ticket.
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Even as Republicans shift inward, NATO proves its purpose
The North Atlantic alliance is a 20th-century institution that has adapted to 21st-century threats.
By Editorial Board | 2024-07-17

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky listens as President Biden speaks during the NATO 75th anniversary summit. (Stefan Rousseau/AFP/Getty Images) 


Republicans in Milwaukee over the past week embraced isolationist candidates for president and vice president, forcing a stunning ideological inward turn for the party in less than a decade. Should the GOP ticket prevail, it could upend the world order that the United States built and under which it has prospered, starting with NATO.
Yet, just the week before, NATO had proved it is a 20th century institution that has adapted to 21st century threats, displaying a clear sense of purpose and mission at its 75th anniversary summit in D.C. The bloc's 32 leaders squarely addressed the Russia threat, vowed to defend Ukraine and called out China's underhanded assistance to Russian President Vladimir Putin's devastating war. It probably won't be the last time -- and it shouldn't be.
The China warning ought to reverberate in Beijing. In 2023, on the first anniversary of the war, China published a platitude-heavy 10-point declaration calling for a peace settlement based on U.N. principles and respect for national sovereignty. China also promised last year not to send weapons to Russia or to sell dual-use items for the war effort. All these statements turned out to be worthless. The United States has shown its allies evidence that Chinese companies are selling drone and missile technology, satellite imagery, and machine tools to Russia in support of the onslaught against Ukraine, directly contradicting China's promises. Meanwhile China remains a lucrative market for Russian oil, revenue from which finances the war effort.
Last year's NATO declaration called on China "to act responsibly and refrain from providing any lethal aid to Russia." President Xi Jinping surely noticed the change in tone this year: The new declaration says that China has become a "decisive enabler" of Russia's war through "large-scale support for Russia's defence industrial base." China's initial reaction was indignation, saying the declaration was "scaremongering" and full of "biases, smears and provocations." Given its dependence on Europe and the United States as major trading partners, China ignores the warning at its peril. With a weakening economy, China needs European investment and technology, but Europe will only have leverage if it stands united. NATO is key to promoting this unity.
The alliance also properly focused on helping Ukraine weather Russia's attacks. The White House announced that the United States, Germany and Romania are donating vitally needed Patriot batteries to Ukraine; the Netherlands is donating components to allow operation of another Patriot platform; and Italy is donating a SAMP-T surface-to-air missile system. These air defenses, combined with the arrival of F-16s this summer and additional munitions, should help Ukraine survive the coming months in a bloody war of attrition. Ukraine's preeminent children's hospital suffered a direct hit this month from a Russian missile; the British defense intelligence agency reported that Russian casualties -- killed or wounded -- have been running at conflict highs of 1,262 and 1,163 a day during May and June.
The alliance declared "Ukraine's future is in NATO" and promised continuing financial aid and military training, and to support Ukraine on an "irreversible path to full Euro-Atlantic integration, including NATO membership." This approach would bind a resource-rich European country closer to the West and deter another Russian attack after the current conflict ends; even so, if former president Donald Trump is elected again in November, the deal could be off. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky left the summit without persuading President Biden to lift restrictions on the use of long-range attack missiles at military targets deep inside Russia. He will certainly keep pressing, and should.
Another indicator that the alliance is heading in the right direction: In 2014, only three members were spending the benchmark goal of 2 percent of GDP on defense, while now 23 are doing so. And the summit wisely denounced North Korea and Iran for helping Russia's war effort.
In yet another sign of sharpening focus on Russia's threat, the United States and Germany announced plans on July 10 to begin "episodic deployments" in Germany of the U.S.-made SM-6, Tomahawk cruise missiles and hypersonic weapons now in development. The announcement was a clear response to Mr. Putin's June 28 announcement that Russia would produce new intermediate-range nuclear-capable missiles and decide later whether to deploy them close to U.S. allies in Europe and Asia.
In 1999, at NATO's 50th anniversary, some asked whether it even had a purpose any longer, after the collapse of the Soviet Union removed the principal adversary. Now, adversaries are back. The question is whether the United States' leaders recognize them as such -- and are prepared to preserve the alliances necessary to oppose them.
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Eight years late, Trump finally gets his coronation
The party loved Reagan, but what it has come to feel for Trump is closer to religious veneration.
By Karen Tumulty | 2024-07-17

Former president Donald Trump arrives for the first day of the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on Thursday. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


MILWAUKEE -- When Republicans put the final gavel to the wreckage of their convention in Cleveland eight years ago, they were in a state of nuclear meltdown.
Yes, they had a nominee in reality television star Donald Trump. But the party itself was a collection of warring factions that agreed on little by way of principles, beyond their collective desire to keep Hillary Clinton out of the White House.
Strategist David Urban, who helped organize the 2016 convention for Trump, recalls that the floor of Quicken Loans Arena felt like "enemy territory." Tensions were thick between Trump's campaign and the Republican National Committee. Even the normally rote process of passing a set of rules led to screaming matches between pro- and anti-Trump forces in the hall.
As one Colorado delegate told The Post: "I think the party is either in a major transition or in the throes of self-destruction."
Now we know the answer: It was both.
At this week's convention, voices of dissent are almost nowhere to be heard. Roaming the floor, I caught up with South Carolina Gov. Henry McMaster, who was one of Trump's earliest backers in the GOP establishment. The governor has been to nine of these gatherings before, and "the spirit and enthusiasm in this one is the greatest I have ever seen," he told me. "I don't recall one quite like this one ever."
On Thursday, when Trump formally accepts the Republican nomination for the third time in a row, the atmosphere on the convention floor will be euphoric. The ultimate showman will finally have the coronation that was denied him eight years ago and that had to be curtailed to an unsatisfying virtual event because of covid in 2020.
Republicans are celebrating in part because they see the wind blowing their way. Though Trump remains an alienating figure to much of the nation -- his approval rating never reached 50 percent while he was president -- they believe they are heading toward a massive victory up and down the ballot in November.
Overconfidence? Maybe. There are still more than 100 days to go before the election, after all. But as Republicans are coalescing, Democrats find themselves in a state of near-catastrophic dissension over the question of whether to dump their own nominee, who also happens to be the sitting president of the United States.
Growing numbers believe President Biden's disastrous performance in his debate with Trump last month was an unrecoverable stumble that could take the party down with him. The latest senior figure to call for the president to step aside -- and one of the most prominent -- is Rep. Adam Schiff (Calif.), who said he has "serious concerns about whether the President can defeat Donald Trump in November."
The Republicans' exultant mood also speaks to something more visceral than this turn of fortune. The party loved Ronald Reagan, to be sure, but what it has come to feel for Trump is closer to religious veneration. Republicans see nothing less than a providential hand in the fact that he survived the closest of calls with a would-be assassin's bullet.
"The transformation from whatever the party was before to what it is now is complete," Urban said. "The feeling post-shooting is that this is destiny."
In remaking their party in the former president's image, Republican traditionalists capitulated to Trump's insistence that they trim back their platform to 16 pages that do not include their long-standing support for an explicit national ban on abortion. They are jettisoning traditional conservative principles in favor of his credo of populism, restrictive trade and isolationism. It would once have been unthinkable for the party of Big Business to give a prime-time slot to Sean O'Brien, the general president of the International Brotherhood of Teamsters, who delivered a fervently pro-labor speech Monday night.
That was followed Tuesday by a parade of tributes laid at Trump's feet by his onetime foes -- most notably by Nikki Haley, the last combatant standing against him in this year's Republican primary. Where Haley had only months ago deemed Trump unhinged and unfit for office, she declared the former president now has her "strong endorsement," and added: "I'm here tonight because we have a country to save, and a unified Republican Party is essential for saving her."
No moment is so likely to encapsulate the GOP's transformation into the Party of Trump as the traditional TV image that closes every political convention. On Thursday night, the once and possibly future president will be standing side by side on the stage with a running mate who once privately mused about whether his party's leader was "America's Hitler." Sen. J.D. Vance (Ohio) -- who is about to turn 40 and would be one of the youngest vice presidents in U.S. history -- now counts himself as one of Trump's staunchest allies.
In the eyes of many who will be in the convention hall, Vance has been tapped as the anointed one to carry the MAGA movement forward. Maybe that is so. But for now, the party's heart and soul belong to Trump, and Trump alone.
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The problem with Biden's candidacy isn't age. It's honesty. 
Biden's continuing reelection bid is undermining Democrats' claims to be the party of facts and truth.
By Charles Lane | 2024-07-17

President Biden during the NATO summit in Washington last week. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post) 


MILWAUKEE -- The Republicans gathered here are walking on air, as you would expect given the extraordinary events of the past month, which include their nominee, former president Donald Trump, surviving a close call with an assassin's bullet.
Meanwhile, their opponents, the Democrats, continue to break the first law of holes: When you're in one, stop digging. President Biden's stumbling performance in the June 27 debate with Trump spectacularly reinforced the top voter concern about him -- his age, 81, and fitness for another term.
Yet members of Team Biden have responded by calling in a backhoe. From the president on down, they insist he's in it to win it. The numerous Democrats who say otherwise are being politely told to stick with the program, except when they're being rudely told to "cut that crap out," as Biden reportedly barked at Rep. Jason Crow (Colo.) during a recent Zoom meeting.
The damage to Democratic prospects is not just a matter of the president's repeated memory lapses and confusion; his weakened speaking voice; and his flashes of inappropriate anger such as the one Crow experienced.
Much worse is the harm to the Democrats' brand as the party of facts, truth and science.
Republicans were supposed to be the party of Big Lies, the biggest being that Biden stole the 2020 election. Yet accepting Biden's insistence on running requires Democrats to believe, or pretend to believe, a falsehood: that he's sharp, fit and ready to govern another four years.
This is not to suggest moral equivalency between gaslighting about Biden's age-related deficiencies and Trump's lies about the 2020 election, which led to violence on Jan. 6, 2021.
Still, as whoppers go, "there is no reason to worry about Biden" is a good-size one, as confirmed by both basic medical knowledge regarding octogenarians and the evidence of ordinary people's senses.
Above all, Biden's continued candidacy implicitly discredits the main Democratic campaign theme: Democracy itself is on the line in 2024. Dire warnings about what will happen if Trump regains the White House can't be both (a) valid and (b) consistent with knowingly running a flawed opponent against him.
There was plenty of time for Democrats to start organizing alternatives after their surprisingly good showing in the 2022 midterms. They neglected to do so, probably because of inertia, combined with an expectation that the GOP would not be able to bounce back from 2022, either under Trump or some other standard-bearer such as Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis. They assumed, wrongly, that criminal and civil cases would weaken Trump.
Now, a few family and staff enablers are reportedly reinforcing the president's instincts, which are those of a career politician loath to surrender the ultimate prize.
Biden has taken to speaking of himself this way: "Name me a foreign leader who thinks I'm not the most effective leader in the world on foreign policy. Tell me! Tell me who the hell that is!" he reportedly said on that Zoom call with Crow and other moderate Democratic House members.
They are trying to preempt the Dump Biden efforts, most recently by announcing his nomination could soon become a fait accompli, through a virtual vote of convention delegates before they assemble in person in Chicago on Aug. 19.
The loyalists might truly believe they are doing the right thing. It would be messy to replace Biden at this late date; a successor would not necessarily be more successful against Trump.
As optimists contend, Biden's standing in national polls did not crater after June 27. He could win, despite everything, just as Democratic House and Senate candidates blew up the conventional wisdom about a "red wave" by winning in 2022.
But happy talk about Biden's polls -- some coming from Biden himself -- overlooks the facts that major swings are rare in a deeply polarized electorate and that several post-debate polls showed downward ticks in his support.
Team Biden called for last month's debate hoping that it would deliver his campaign a positive jolt; thus, bragging that it didn't hurt, that much, is basically just spin. He continues to trail, as he has for most of the past year, in battleground states that will decide the electoral college outcome.
That data point comes both from published polls and from internal poll results newly leaked as part of a pressure campaign being waged by Democrats who want Biden out. Alas, indirect, back-channel tactics are no substitute for a united, forthright intervention. More party heavyweights would have to do what Rep. Adam Schiff (Calif.) did on Wednesday: cease hinting and openly call for Biden to quit the race.
Again, if the Dump Biden movement fails and Biden wins anyway, the Democrats who called for a different candidate can cheerfully feast on crow at a post-inauguration banquet. If Biden does stay, though, and Trump defeats him, history could be unkind indeed to the insiders who have not only reinforced Biden's stubbornness since June 27 but also spent so much effort suppressing honest discussion before that. Along with this president's legacy, they should be thinking of their own.
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The most important things to know about J.D. Vance, Trump's pick for VP
Plus, readers react to Judge Aileen M. Cannon's reason for tossing Trump's classified documents case.
By Letters to the Editor | 2024-07-17

J.D. Vance, a senator from Ohio and the GOP's vice-presidential nominee, and wife Usha Chilukuri Vance walk onto the convention floor in Milwaukee on Monday. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


In the past, J.D. Vance referred to Donald Trump as "cultural heroin" and "America's Hitler." But once Mr. Trump became president and solidified his iron grip on the GOP, Mr. Vance's opinion quickly changed. It is wonderful how being president apparently improves one's character! It is heartwarming to hear from Mr. Vance what a splendid human being Mr. Trump has become.
Louis Phillips, New York
I am 73 years old, and what I find most distasteful about J.D. Vance's  opinions is his belief that women have no right to abortion or protection from state interference in their medical decisions. Most women and many men won't forget about this issue, and Mr. Vance's position on it, when we vote this fall.
Elena Day, Charlottesville
As a Republican scared by the direction Donald Trump has taken my party in the past eight years, I viewed his choice of vice president as an opportunity for him to unite our party around strong conservative values rather than retribution and revenge.
Yet when the former president announced Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio) as his running mate, I was disappointed not just at the extremism that now fully ensconces the Republican ticket but also at the course to which Mr. Trump has committed my party. Rather than choosing a running mate with a history of confronting dictators around the world and espousing traditional Republican values, the former president selected a person who has embraced election denialism and responded to Russian President Vladimir Putin's horrific assault on the brave men and women of Ukraine by opposing American aid to their cause and suggesting they give up land as part of a peace deal.
The isolationist vision that the Trump-Vance ticket promises should scare every Republican in this country. This ticket promises to mark the Republican Party permanently. My fellow  Republicans must wake up to that fact before it's too late.
Kiran Bhatia, Brookline, Mass.
The July 15 online article "DNC chair: 'A Trump-Vance ticket would undermine our democracy'" reports that Jaime Harrison, chair of the Democratic National Committee, said that together, Donald Trump and his vice-presidential selection, Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio), "would undermine our democracy, our freedoms and our future. There is so much on the line."
Yet just the day before,  President Biden said in his Oval Office address about the attempt on Mr. Trump's life: "You know, the political rhetoric in this country has gotten very heated. It's time to cool it down. And we all have a responsibility to do that."
Isn't Mr. Harrison speaking in a manner contrary to Mr. Biden's suggestion?
Republicans, including Mr. Vance, have argued that Democrats' claims that a second Trump administration would be a political apocalypse endanger Mr. Trump's life by inciting political violence. Mr. Biden seems to share some of those concerns about  heated language having deadly consequences. Given that, perhaps Mr. Harrison would be well advised to follow Mr. Biden's request to cool it down.
James McMichael, Buena Vista, Va.
Of the many attributes of a leader, one is to summon and inspire one's colleagues, followers, workers and fellow citizens to attain a goal or to achieve an accomplishment that they themselves did not believe they could. After the horrendous assassination attempt on former president Donald Trump, our divided nation needs more than ever a voice to remind all Americans that what we have in common should outweigh our differences. Our country desperately needs a healer and uniter.
Robert F. Kennedy, in his famous speech after learning of the assassination of the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., attempted to do just that. Every student in an American history class should be required to remember those words.
In the aftermath of the attempt on Mr. Trump's life, President Biden, Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.) and others are calling for peace and reflection and imploring all of us to denounce political violence in any shape, size or form.
Unfortunately for our nation, not all leaders rose to the occasion. Sen. J.D. Vance (Ohio), who is now the Republican nominee for vice president, stoked the fires of hate and distrust by saying Saturday was "not just some isolated incident. The central premise of the Biden campaign is that President Donald Trump is an authoritarian fascist who must be stopped at all costs. That rhetoric led directly to President Trump's attempted assassination."
Is this a person America needs right now?
Salvatore Misuraca, Washington
Regarding the  July 16 front-page article "Judge tosses Trump classified documents case"; the July 16 editorial, "Judge Cannon goes another step too far"; and Ruth Marcus's July 16 op-ed, "In a blink, decades of special counsel rulings are swept aside":
In an intellectually obtuse and ahistoric 93-page opinion, U.S. District Judge Aileen M. Cannon took a wrecking ball to the Constitution's separation of powers in the name of saving it. She dismissed the case against Donald Trump for allegedly mishandling classified documents on the grounds that Attorney General Merrick Garland's appointment of special counsel Jack Smith encroached on Congress's exclusive prerogative to create executive officers.
History offers volumes of rebuttals to this argument. Congress insisted on the creation of the office of special prosecutor in the Justice Department as the Watergate scandal unfolded. Lawmakers did so  to fortify the separation of powers by checking the president's otherwise limitless power to block investigations and prosecutions of members of his administration -- including himself.
In 1973, as a condition of  Elliot Richardson's confirmation as attorney general, the Senate Judiciary Committee insisted that the nominee appoint a special prosecutor with quasi-independence from the Justice Department to investigate President Richard M. Nixon free of any conflict of political interest. No one in Congress doubted Richardson's authority to appoint Archibald Cox, who was allowed to set a broad scope for his investigation. Neither did Nixon.
Cox was illegally fired in the infamous Saturday Night Massacre on Oct. 20, 1973. Solicitor General Robert Bork, a renowned conservative constitutional scholar who became acting attorney general that night, insisted on the appointment of a successor special prosecutor, Leon Jaworski. The Supreme Court unanimously ruled in United States v. Nixon that Jaworski had standing to subpoena Nixon for tapes relevant to grand jury investigation of the Watergate coverup. And the justices also acknowledged that "Congress has vested in the Attorney General the power to conduct the criminal litigation of the United States Government" and that "it has also vested in him the power to appoint subordinate officers to assist him in the discharge of his duties" without blinking an eye.
Judge Cannon treated the Nixon precedent as nonbinding, unpersuasive dicta that could be airbrushed out of the court's opinion. Instead, she relied on a lonely concurring opinion of Justice Clarence Thomas in Trump v. United States, in which he expressed doubt about the legality of Mr. Smith's appointment.
Given this obvious intellectual malpractice, Judge Cannon should be removed from the case by the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit for self-evident pro-Trump bias.
Bruce Fein, Washington
The writer served as deputy attorney general under President Ronald Reagan and as a special assistant to the assistant attorney general during the administration of President Richard M. Nixon.
No matter what she does in her own courtroom, U.S. District Judge Aileen M. Cannon cannot change the fact that Donald Trump is a felon. Nor can she change the fact that New York Supreme Court Justice Arthur Engoron found the former president to have committed civil fraud against the state of New York and awarded a judgment larger than $350 million against him. She cannot erase from the record the two jury verdicts finding that Mr. Trump sexually abused and defamed writer E. Jean Carroll, nor can Judge Cannon save Mr. Trump from having to pay an $83 million judgment to Ms. Carroll.
Any voters who have not yet made their choice for president should picture, for a moment, Judge Cannon as a Supreme Court justice.
Jerry McDermott, Largo, Fla.
After reading Ruth Marcus's July 16 evisceration of U.S. District Judge Aileen M. Cannon's dismissal of former president Donald Trump's classified documents case, I take little comfort in George F. Will's July 16 op-ed, "Trump's pick: A standard-bearer of the MAGA worldview," in which he cited Alexander Hamilton's belief that the judiciary's strength arises from the public's confidence that, as Mr. Will puts it, the court "reasons judicially rather than politically."
Apparently Hamilton did not anticipate that a political act -- Sen. Mitch McConnell's flip-flop on end-of-term appointments to the Supreme Court -- could further politicize the court. The Senate Republican leader's dexterous reasoning has resulted in a Supreme Court that overturned nearly 50 years of precedent in its Dobbs ruling. In the case of Judge Cannon, her slow-walking of the documents case, along with her dubious interpretation of the law, gives the appearance of an individual who is acting politically rather than judicially. The fact that fewer than half of all Americans approve of the court's performance suggests that progressives are not the only ones agitated with the court.
Don Boselovic, Ashburn
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Democrats are walking willingly toward their doom
Plus: Melania the enigma. Sanctuary bases for Ukraine. Gaza's tricky cease-fire.
By Drew Goins | 2024-07-17
You're reading the Today's Opinions newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox.
In today's edition:

President Biden at a news conference in Washington on July 11. (Yves Herman/Reuters)


Are Democrats doomed?
In the latest Prompt 2024 newsletter, three of our columnists debated the question. Their answers, basically, were: "Yes," "not necessarily" and "[gulps]." Looking good, blue!
The thing is, as Shadi Hamid points out in his conversation with Alexandra Petri and Perry Bacon, resignation on the part of a handful of writers is not the same as resignation on the part of the upper echelons of the Democratic Party in charge of their campaign and their candidate.
Reporting suggests this attitude is rampant -- embarrassingly so. "Unlike me," Shadi says, those politicians "still have the power to change the race before it's too late. This would be the moment to *not* accept defeat."
The three pretty much agree that if President Biden really believes what he says about the existential threat posed by Donald Trump, then Biden needs to step aside and let someone else run. The kink in that plan, Perry observes in his own column, is that polling since Biden's bad debate hasn't shown that much of a drop, which the incumbent will invariably read as reason to stay in the race. That leaves it to other Democrats to push him aside.
Oh, but that might hurt their careers! In her humor column, Alex imagines Democrats rolling over and allowing the Big Bad Wolf's return just to preserve their own political futures: "That will be a consolation to the people whose straw houses have been blown away, I think. They will see that at least my career is there, safe, ready to go as soon as the wolf gets bored and goes away. Which I am sure he will! At some point, wolves just get bored, right?"
Republicans are thrilled about their chances in the election. On a new episode of the Impromptu podcast, some of our columnists on the ground at the Republican National Convention report on the mood in Milwaukee. Karen Tumulty calls it "euphoric."
With the way Republicans are thinking about their own standard-bearer, it looks likely to last, too. Karen speaks of watching a post-shooting, bandaged Trump enter the convention and realizing that the former president "has gone from being beloved in this party to being deified."
Meanwhile, ugh, Democrats. Back in the Prompt newsletter, Shadi wonders: "What would it feel like to be excited about our own candidate? I forgot how that feels."
Chaser: Michele Norris has heard all the talk about "miracles" following Saturday's assassination attempt. The real miracle would be sensible gun legislation.
The West has provided lots and lots of weapons systems, aircraft and other military assets to Ukraine over the course of Russia's full-scale invasion of the country. Think-tanker Jerry Hendrix has a suggestion for what the allies could give that might really turn the conflict around: territory.
Hendrix explains the concept of "sanctuary bases" -- refuges within NATO territory from which Ukraine could launch air missions away from the threat of Russian bombardment. Russia largely does that from within its own sovereign territory.
Obviously, this might invite Russian escalation, but Hendrix writes that certain restrictions could limit the risk while leveling the playing field for Ukraine when there's a lot of war still to be fought.
Meanwhile, the war in Gaza feels tantalizingly close to its end. What is holding up the agreed-upon truce?
David Ignatius writes that "it's an iron law of Middle East conflict that the closer you get to a cease-fire, the more last-minute disputes arise," and that's exactly what's happening between Israel and Hamas.
To be clear, it's the framework of a truce that both sides agreed to, and David writes that many of the remaining disputes have to do with future governance in Gaza, the thorniest element of postwar.
The war is "entering an endgame," David says. But without yet more hard work, "that may not mean an actual end."

Former first lady Melania Trump in Palm Beach, Fla., in March. (Wilfredo Lee/AP) 


Melania Trump is a riddle, wrapped in Armani, inside an enigma. A few years back, during a meeting of Post Opinions editors, one of my colleagues vowed, "Melania is going to stay with us for decades, and we'll be puzzling over her the whole time."
Associate editor Mary Jordan has spent a lot of time doing her own puzzling and probably has a better sense of the former first lady than most. Her impression: "Melania knows what she is doing and does what she wants."
In an op-ed, Jordan tries to make sense of Ms. Trump's long absences from the public eye, extending even to the aftermath of the attempted assassination of her husband. One possible explanation, Jordan proposes, is that "if she stays in the shadows, she will draw more attention when she steps into the spotlight."
It's a goodbye. It's a haiku. It's ... The Bye-Ku.
Loved and lightly scathed
Trump's future looks up, up, up
Apotheosis
***
Have your own newsy haiku? Email it to me, along with any questions/comments/ambiguities. See you tomorrow!
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The polls are inconclusive. Advantage Biden. 
Biden's bad month hasn't led to a dramatic drop in his numbers -- or really much of a drop at all. 
By Perry Bacon | 2024-07-17

President Biden on the South Lawn of the White House on Monday. (Demetrius Freeman/The Washington Post) 


President Biden and his supporters, in their push for him to remain the Democrats' candidate, have been helped by a surprising source: the polls.
Saturday's attempted shooting of former president Donald Trump has moved attention away from Biden's struggles. But even before the shooting, only about two dozen of the 264 Democrats and Democratic-leaning independents in Congress had called for the president to step aside, despite serious private doubts in the party about Biden's ability to win in November. The lack of a groundswell against Biden is in part because the president really wants to run and many in the party aren't willing to sideline him against his will.
But another reason Biden can't be dislodged easily is polling. If the president had no path to victory and another Democrat had a clear one, I suspect there would be much more momentum behind the calls for him to leave the race. But neither of those conditions exist. The president is just barely behind Trump in Michigan (3 percentage points) and Pennsylvania (less than 1 point) and effectively tied in Wisconsin, according to polling averages from The Post. (Other news organizations have slightly different averages, but they generally show very tight margins in those three states.)
Biden's dismal debate performance and the intense criticism it drew from the media and even other Democrats didn't result in a dramatic drop in his numbers -- or really much of a drop at all. Biden was getting around 41 percent of the national popular vote (including third-party candidates) before the June 27 debate and is at 40 percent now, according to FiveThirtyEight. The partisan polarization of this era and the deep fears of a second Trump term probably insulate Biden from any huge dip in the polls. Many Americans feel they must vote for him, even if they have doubts about his physical and mental state.
So Biden right now is in a similar position to where Trump was on Election Day 2016: trailing but a potential victor if the polls are slightly understating his support in states with similar demographic and electoral histories. It's entirely possible that Biden could sweep Michigan, Wisconsin and Pennsylvania, plus win the Nebraska congressional district near Omaha, and get exactly 270 electoral votes.
Nate Silver, whose FiveThirtyEight election model projected Trump as having a 29 percent chance of winning the 2016 election, currently has Biden at 30 percent.
Also, the election is not tomorrow, so Biden has time to gain ground. Biden is lagging behind his 2020 performance among African Americans, Latinos and voters under age 45 in particular. Those are left-leaning blocs of the electorate. It's entirely possible that in October those voters "come home" to the Democrats, even if they don't like the president.
So it's pretty easy for Biden to dismiss those calling for him to leave the race when a New York Times-Siena College poll shows him down just two points in Pennsylvania; he leads by two points in a NPR-PBS News-Marist national poll; and FiveThirtyEight projects him as having essentially 50 percent odds of defeating Trump. (Silver no longer works at FiveThirtyEight. The site's current model plays down current polls and puts more weight on past election results than other analyses, resulting in a more bullish projection for Biden.)
Another way that the polling is working in Biden's favor is that other Democrats aren't doing much better than him in surveys against Trump. This metric is obviously fraught. Vice President Harris, Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and other potential replacements for Biden haven't had tens of millions of dollars in ads praising them, nor have they had conservatives attacking them for years. It is really hard to evaluate someone's presidential prospects until they are actually running for president.
That said, the head-to-head polls of Harris, who is fairly well known, against Trump are fairly similar to Biden's. If Harris were five points ahead of Trump in Michigan, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, Biden would be facing much more aggressive calls to withdraw.
Finally, though some congressional Democrats are arguing that Biden dooms their electoral chances and should step aside to protect the rest of the party, the polls aren't showing that either. Democratic U.S. Senate candidates are ahead in states where Biden trails. Polls show a very tight race for control of the House.
I don't want to overstate my case here. The panic about Biden among Democrats is driven by polling, which suggests that if the election were today he would lose to Trump and potentially in a landslide. He could drag the entire party down to his level, giving Republicans total control in Washington next year.
Worries about Biden's effects downballot are reportedly the concerns of Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.), who on Wednesday called for Biden to leave the race, becoming perhaps the most high-profile member of Congress to do so.
But over the past three weeks, a series of polls showing Biden down double-digits in swing states or Whitmer substantially ahead in all of them would have doomed the president. Those polls never showed up. The president has long been publicly dismissive of polling. He might want to rethink that view. The polls allowed a man who performed worse in a general election debate than any other candidate in memory to remain in the race.
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The Trump-Vance ticket
Ann Telnaes cartoon on Donald Trump and J.D. Vance.
By Ann Telnaes | 2024-07-17

(Ann Telnaes/The Washington Post)
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Americans always need an existential threat. This time, it's each other.
The end of the Cold War left a gaping vacuum in our national psyche that we've never managed to fill.
By Matt Bai | 2024-07-17

A flag on Tuesday at Butler Farm Show in Butler, Pa., where former president Donald Trump was shot. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post) 


Here we are again, talking about vitriol and violence and alarming polarization -- about the need to "lower the temperature in our politics," as President Biden put it after a serious attempt on his predecessor's life.
We don't need somber pontificators or academic studies to tell us that Americans have been edging closer to some kind of cultural conflagration. The real question is why. And I've started to think that the answer might have more to do with the central worldview we share than with the all the ones we don't.
You've heard the explanations for our disintegrating country. Social media amplifies our differences and promotes extremism. Growing inequality and urbanization create rage and resentment. The gradual un-whitening of the society threatens an old social order.
These are persuasive, and yet not entirely satisfactory. We experienced versions of all these things in the 20th century -- transformative technologies, massive immigration, stifling plutocracy -- and somehow made it through without destroying our political system.
That's not to say there weren't moments of heartbreaking violence or frightening chaos; the 1960s are remembered, still, for both. But even then, we never let our tribal instincts overwhelm our shared faith in democratic norms. Court orders were obeyed, however reluctantly; laws were enacted. We did not, in the end, spin apart.
To really understand our current moment, maybe you need to go back to what transpired in the 1990s -- and to a gaping vacuum in our national psyche that we've never managed to fill.
Americans, for better or worse, have always been defined by existential struggle. From the founding of the country, grounded not in any shared ethnicity or religion but rather in the novel idea of human liberty and self-rule, we've been bound together by the idea that the country isn't just a place to live. It's a living force for the advancement of humankind.
This self-image, I grant you, demanded more than a little denial. We wrought genocide across the American continent, fought a war over the enslavement of other human beings, subjugated women and remained, in whole swaths of the country, an apartheid state into the late 20th century. All true. And yet this idea of what Abraham Lincoln called our "political religion" -- a nation bound together by its faith in laws and liberties, not just for ourselves but for the world as a whole -- endured in the public mind.
It's fair to say that other countries find this baffling. For most nations, having experienced millennia of empires and invasions, it's enough to be safe and prosperous and proud of a common heritage. But for us, there has always been a higher purpose, if not a form of political zealotry. Simply by settling towns and raising up cities and sending our kids off to school in the morning, Americans believed we were striking a blow for freedom.
And in a very real sense, we were. The 20th century was defined by clashes with tyranny that shadowed every aspect of American life -- first with fascism and then with communists. If much of the world saw us as the latest in a long line of imperial powers, Americans saw ourselves as a bulwark against the darkest forces of humanity. Our internal differences could be wrenching -- the Red Scare and the battle over civil rights come to mind -- but what we shared was a common enemy and a constant threat of annihilation.
Then came the end of the Cold War -- what the social theorist Francis Fukuyama optimistically called "the end of history." By this, he meant that absolutism in all its forms -- monarchy, fascism, communism -- had finally exhausted itself, to be permanently replaced by liberal democracies created in our image. We were supposed to be living through, in effect, the last battle of the broader American revolution.
Fukuyama was wrong, of course; liberty did not enjoy some final triumph over autocracy in the world, or even much of a honeymoon. But he was right in the sense that the civilizational clashes that had long dominated our political discourse suddenly disappeared.
Our first instinct was to fill that vacuum with distractions and triviality. (I wrote an entire book and movie about this moment in our politics, when politicians suddenly became celebrities, in part because now we had the luxury of treating them that way.) By the late '90s, we were living in a country where the sex life of the president completely eclipsed his foreign policy.
There was a brief moment, after the terrorist attacks of 2001, when our political leaders seemed to cast radical Islam as the new Soviet empire -- a global nemesis that might fill the gaping hole in America's self-image. But it wasn't long before we realized how remote the threat actually was, and how damaging our response. Conditioned as we were to find meaning in existential conflicts, we whipped out a howitzer to do battle with a wasp.
Our need for some existential contest, however, remained. And we seem to have found it in the collision of cultures in our own cities and towns -- an escalating divide between highly urban, educated leftists who denounce white privilege and theocracy and gun culture, on one hand, and rural Trumpists who see themselves as being overrun by modernism and multiculturalism on the other.
The further we get from the Cold War-era consensus, the more inclined we are to see political adversaries as a force hellbent on destroying us. We find our national purpose now in online communities whose common theme is binary conflict; either your side wins, or soon it will cease to exist. (No less influential a culture warrior than Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. said as much in a recent, surreptitiously taped conversation.)
I'm not suggesting that what we need is another world war to unite us; there's enough romanticizing of the last, extremely bloody century and the costs it extracted. Nor am I saying that all our political fears right now are illusory. Would former president Donald Trump's election to a second term seriously jeopardize the rule of law that binds us as a society? I think so, yes. Trumpism is a direct consequence of our penchant for political Armageddon.
What I am saying is that our devolution into civil unrest stems from a long-standing lack of leadership. Biden may be the closest thing we have today to an American statesman, but when I hear him urging the country to dial back on the messianic political rhetoric, I hear it as an admission of generational failure.
All of these political leaders shaped by the Cold War consensus had an opportunity, if not an imperative, to redirect our national passion toward some new larger mission -- to safeguard the planet from extinction, to dominate the digital economy, to rebuild factory towns decimated by neglect.
They talked about all these things, of course, but mostly in poll-tested cliches. They eschewed complicated truths. They asked for nothing by way of sacrifice. They promised what was popular -- endless and reckless tax breaks on the right, ever expanding government on the left -- and demonized their opponents for getting in the way.
Biden is right (and so is Trump, to the extent he means it after enduring a near-death experience) that it's past time to pull back from discourse that seems to be leading us toward a second civil war. But, as I wrote last week in suggesting a new campaign strategy for Biden, it's also time to retire the generation of leaders who got us here, who let our differences -- cultural, religious, racial -- fill the absence where common struggle had always bound us before.
America's aging leaders did not preside over the end of history, after all. They simply failed to figure out where it was supposed to go next.
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Will Aileen Cannon ever be held responsible? I answered your questions.
The Wednesday chat started on this page at 12 p.m. Eastern. Read the transcript.
By Jennifer Rubin | 2024-07-17
Jennifer Rubin's live chat occurs every other Wednesday. On Wednesdays when there is no chat, Washington Post subscribers will be able to submit their questions for Jennifer Rubin's subscriber-only newsletter. Sign up here to receive questions and answers, plus special features and a Friday newsletter, directly to your inbox. The Wednesday chat started on this page at 12 p.m. Eastern. Read the transcript below.
Read Jennifer Rubin's columns and past live chats.
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Off the record, I am resigned to the Big Bad Wolf
Look, if I lived in a straw house myself, I would be very concerned. 
By Alexandra Petri | 2024-07-17

The U.S. Capitol on July 15. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


"We've all resigned ourselves to a second Trump presidency." -- a senior House Democrat, according to Axios
Look, I am not afraid to say, on the record, that I think the Big Bad Wolf is an existential threat. That huffing and puffing is going to make so many lives worse. All of our precious institutions are at risk, vulnerable to his hated winds! For folks out there who live in straw houses, yikes! It's going to be a rough four years. Does the prospect of him coming to power scare me? Absolutely! You bet I'm scared, for other people.
But -- candidly? Off the record? If worse comes to worst, and we do end up with the Big Bad Wolf descending upon our community again, I think: I'm resigned to that.
Would I prefer he didn't? Sure! But kind of, at this point, you know, what can I really do? Not be resigned? There are months between now and when the wolf will show up, and maybe I could work to build some kind of palisade or wall, or moat, or get everyone together inside a brick house -- well, I have a lot of ideas, but I am resigned to not implementing them.
Do I think that if enough of us stepped forward instead of just sitting backward, we could figure out a strategy to stop him? Sure! I would gladly join a courageous majority of people who were stepping forward, provided that the majority was already assembled by somebody else.
But I'm just one individual. One individual who, I guess, could say, on the record, "Hey, I don't think we're in a good position to fend off the Big Bad Wolf right now, and I think unless we do something different, we're in for some bad times." But that could be the end of my career! And if we have to endure the onslaught of the Big Bad Wolf, I at least want my career to survive.
That will be a consolation to the people whose straw houses have been blown away, I think. They will see that at least my career is there, safe, ready to go as soon as the wolf gets bored and goes away. Which I am sure he will! At some point, wolves just get bored, right? I haven't thought too much about the steps in the middle there.
Look, if I lived in a straw house myself, I would be very concerned. I mean, for the straw-house people, horrible. Granted. But I have huffed and puffed many times in my day, and it has never actually resulted in someone like myself getting hurt. So I will just hunker down here with my career until the Big Bad Wolf passes. It's no hair off my chinny-chin-chin.
Brick? Goodness, no! Do I look like an alarmist? No, I'll be just fine waiting it out, nice and resigned, in my house made of sticks.
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Are Democrats doomed? 
Democrats are spiraling as Donald Trump picks up momentum. 
By Alexandra Petri | 2024-07-17

Delegates cheer at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on Monday. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


You're reading the Prompt 2024 newsletter. Sign up to get it in your inbox. 
The election is 111 days away, I think! Monday was Day 1 of the Republican National Convention, themed "Make America Wealthy Once Again." Yesterday was "Make America Safe Once Again" night.
There's lots of campaign remaining, yet I am seeing Axios report in which a senior House Democrat says, "We've all resigned ourselves to a second Trump presidency." So I'm here with my friends and Post colleagues Shadi Hamid and Perry Bacon to ask: Are these doom levels correct?
Alexandra Petri: Shadi, Perry, I want to ask you: What do you make of this feeling of resignation? On a scale from "1" (not resigned) to "Richard Nixon on Aug. 9, 1974," would you describe yourself as resigned?
Shadi Hamid: I'm resigned. If Biden refuses to step aside, I just don't see any plausible path to victory. And so, I'm preparing accordingly, steeling myself for a Trump presidency and trying to adapt mentally for the new reality.
I'm angry that it's come to this. I feel betrayed and gaslighted by the Democratic Party. We were fed a fictional Joe Biden and, once we realized the truth, we were expected to just go along with it and not ask too many questions.
While I might be resigned, I'm not sure senior House Democrats should feel the same way. Unlike me, they still have the power to change the race before it's too late. This would be the moment to *not* accept defeat.
Perry Bacon: Three. I think Biden can still win. Not because of him but because I hope/imagine/wishcast that on Oct. 16, or so, it clicks that Donald Trump could be president against and voters/civic society/the business community/everyone rises to stop that. Also, Biden is close in lots of states.
Alexandra: Perry, thanks for the specific numerical response! And I also love the specific October date! Oscar Wilde's birthday! And Angela Lansbury's! Shadi, you sound pretty disillusioned with Democrats' handling of the Biden situation. What do you think now?
Shadi: If Democrats working for or on behalf of Biden really think, as they say, that Trump is an existential threat, then you'd think they'd try to win instead of being "resigned." If a majority of congressional Democrats came out and called for Biden to step aside and said they would not support him, then that might actually make a difference.
To Perry's point about the threat of Trump dawning on voters as we get closer to November, I'd question the whole premise -- why do we assume that voters are going to be so frightened about a Trump presidency? If Democrats can't be bothered to run a good candidate, why should the rest of us treat this as some existential battle between good and evil? As the Financial Times's Edward Luce pithily put it: "Seems people prefer a probable loss to the risk of winning."
If we think that Trump will end democracy as we know it, then we'd presumably run someone who can prosecute that case. Biden can't make that case; it's unclear he can make any case in a cogent enough manner to convince anyone who has real doubts.
I'd also note the profound enthusiasm gap between Republicans and Democrats now. I watched Day 1 of the Republican National Convention with envy. They have a candidate and now a VP that they're excited about. On the Democratic side, we're all depressed about the future.
I'm thinking to myself: What would it feel like to be excited about our own candidate? I forgot how that feels.
Alexandra: Shadi, yeah, I do wonder for these senior folks, which is it? "A second Trump term will seriously undermine our democratic institutions" or "I don't want to stick my neck out to preserve my chances for 2028 when I anticipate those institutions will be sufficiently intact for me to run"?
Perry: Most of my friends sound like Shadi. They are mad that party leaders are not pushing Biden out. I am less sure Biden will lose or another Democrat would win. Still, I wish Biden would stop acting like he alone is the presidency and read the room. He should step back without a fight. But I am not resigned.
I feel like a lot of people will fight really hard to stop Trump from winning when Election Day is in sight. I will not assume failure even if the Democratic candidate is a flawed one.
Shadi: I think part of the problem here is that senior Democrats may think they believe Trump will destroy democracy -- even if they actually don't. People are complicated, and they deceive themselves. This is why looking at "revealed preferences" can be helpful. Rhetoric is nice but you have to look at how people behave in real life.
I don't think any of this is particularly conscious, but when Democrats don't seem particularly exercised about a Trump presidency when they still have the power to avert it, perhaps they're showing us what they really think.
Alexandra: Ooh, revealed preferences! When it comes to apocalyptic predictions vs. actual behavior, I always think back to the Millerites (I think it's the Millerites) who thought the world was going to end on a specific date and acted accordingly, which then is mortifying if you've sold all your sheep to your neighbor anticipating that you will be too busy with the return of the Messiah to deal with your sheep only for the world to stubbornly keep going and you're broke and sheepless.
I do think the question of, "What do people genuinely think are the stakes of the election, and given that, how should they behave," is a fascinating one. There could be folks who feel the same sense of stakes and thus come to the opposite conclusion: Yes, this is existential and therefore it's too risky to try to change candidates, even if the one we have is flawed!
Shadi: The issue is that Biden is not just a flawed candidate. Flawed candidates are fine. This is something well beyond that. It's, to my knowledge, largely unprecedented to run someone who has so clearly declined mentally as a candidate in a major democracy, particularly in age of social media where it's really hard to hide simple truths from voters. Democrats tried hiding these truths for months, if not years. They found out that there's a limit, as there should be.
Perry: I am not defending Biden as a candidate. And I agree his staff has not been candid about his ability to do the job. I am also disappointed the Democratic Party appears to be making up a pretext to rush to nominate him before the convention.
Still, my other point of non-despair is the strength of the Democratic bench: Gretchen Whitmer, Kamala Harris, Andy Beshear, etc. If Biden can stop thinking the campaign is America and the world celebrating his greatness and brilliance, a debate between the side of J.D. Vance and Ron DeSantis vs. Whitmer, Josh Shapiro and Harris is winnable.
Biden is pushing some policy ideas. I don't think policy alone wins elections. But if he is open to making the race about anything beyond who knows the most world leaders, he's got a shot.
Shadi: It's worth noting that Biden isn't even that good on foreign policy, and that's without bringing up what I consider to be his disastrous Gaza policy. As Barack Obama's former secretary of defense Bob Gates once put it: "I think he has been wrong on nearly every major foreign policy and national security issue over the past four decades."
Alexandra: Stepping back from the forecasts for a second, from the perspective of Democrats' despair, how does J.D. Vance land? Cause for more despair or less despair?
Perry: Electorally, I like the Vance pick (as someone who wants Trump to lose), as I'm not sure he adds any voters to Trump's tally. Not even the "Oh, interesting" that Sarah Palin created. He is blah. In terms of policy, Vance is very MAGA. So it is scary to think he might be the front-runner in 2028 if Trump wins and keeps allowing elections after that.
So Vance is a mixed bag on my despair measure.
Alexandra: I will take any mixed bag on the despair measure at this point!
Shadi: J.D. Vance is the kind of pick that excites actual Republicans. He's smart and actually knows how to make arguments and make them well. (He was a writer and author, after all ?.) The big advantage is that it allows the GOP to lean into the kind of economic populism that even Democrats aren't comfortable displaying.
If you looked at the Teamsters speech on Day 1 of the RNC, you're going to see more of that, and that can appeal and probably will to working-class voters of color. His culture warrior anti-wokeness persona might also be a selling point with these voters, who tend to be more culturally conservative than overly educated White liberals. That Teamsters speech made me a bit sad. He should have been speaking at the Democratic convention. It *sounded* like something that should have been at the DNC.
Alexandra: Yeah, I agree! It was fascinating to hear at an RNC! I guess a last question: Any hopeful thoughts?! From the RNC or otherwise? Trying to get some more mixed despair bags for us to end on! (A term I am now embracing and hope will become a Prompt 2024 staple.)
Shadi: Yes, my hopeful thought, as I wrote in my column today, is that Trump's near-death experience might actually have a chastening effect on him. I know, it's still quite unlikely, but at least it's theoretically possible.
My other hopeful thought is that, thank the Lord, American institutions are strong and resilient and I believe they can withstand whatever Trump throws at them. Trump is term limited. There's no plausible scenario short of a constitutional amendment in which he could run for a third term, and there's no way to push an amendment through without Democratic support.
Perry: There is lots of leaking/complaining, both on Capitol Hill and even within the White House and the Biden campaign. These people are finally done citing polls saying all leaders around the world are unpopular, saying a 38 percent approval is fine and all the other nonsense excuses I have heard. The first step to solving a problem is admitting you have one. And beyond people whose last name is Biden, there is finally urgency and focus. They can stop the FDR and LBJ comparisons and aim for keeping Trump out of the office -- the actual reason people voted for him in the first place.
The days of bragging about microchip legislation may be over. Finally.
Alexandra: LOL. Amen to that. And with that, happy Despair Prompt 2024 to all!
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Four people shot, two fatally, in late-morning attack in SE Washington
A small child is among the injured, said a D.C. police spokesman. 
By Peter Hermann | 2024-07-18

(iStock) 


Four people were shot, two fatally, in a late-morning attack Thursday in Southeast Washington, according to a D.C. police spokesman.
The shootings at 22nd Street and Alabama Avenue SE occurred shortly before 11:30 a.m. The spokesman, Tom Lynch, said two men died and another man was taken to a hospital with injuries. He said the fourth victim is a small child whose injuries did not appear to be life-threatening.
The shootings are poised to push the District's homicide count to 101, pending a ruling by the medical examiner -- a milestone that comes 41 days later than in 2023. Homicides in D.C. are down 26 percent compared with this same date last year, which ended with a quarter-century high in killings.
Few details of Thursday's shooting were immediately available. The intersection is bracketed by retail shops near Suitland Parkway, along a street bordering the Shipley and Douglass neighborhoods. Police said they are looking for a white Chevy Cruze occupied by at least four males.
This is a developing story and will be updated.
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D.C. surpasses 100 homicides 41 days later than last year as crime falls
The moment marks a big cool-down. In 2023, D.C. hit the benchmark at its earliest point in two decades and ultimately saw the most killings it had since 1997.
By Jenny Gathright, John D. Harden | 2024-07-18

Police at the scene after four were shot near the intersection of 22nd Street SE and Alabama Avenue SE on Thursday. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


The daylight shooting of two adults Thursday in Southeast Washington pushed D.C. past the 100-homicide mark 41 days later than in 2023, signaling a marked cool-down after a generational spike in violence.
The moment stands in stark contrast to last year, when D.C. hit the mark at its earliest point in two decades and ultimately saw the most killings it had since 1997. The surge, which came as murders declined in other major cities, elicited a series of rebukes from Congress and pressed the D.C. Council to act -- shunning progressive strategies for a more punitive approach.
Violent crime in the District is down 33 percent year-over-year, D.C. police data shows, reflecting a broader downturn in the city and across the country, a Washington Post analysis found.
While experts caution that the reasons crime fluctuates are complex, District leaders in interviews and public remarks have attributed the drop in part to the D.C. Council's new laws and moves to strengthen policing. Detaining more people ahead of their trials, prosecuting alleged crew members known to law enforcement and implementing new policing technologies have made a difference, officials have said as they sought to highlight the trend following a bruising turn in the national spotlight.
"If you want to know why homicide is down? Gun crime is down. You want to know why gun crime is down? People using guns are being held accountable," D.C. Mayor Muriel E. Bowser said in an interview. "That's a very simple one explanation, but we know there are many things that cause crime to go up and cause crime to go down."
The pace of homicides in D.C. has sparked and cooled over the past several decades, from a high of 509 in 1991 to a low of 88 in 2012. Homicides this year so far are below where they were between 2020 and 2022, when D.C. was seeing 15-year highs, but higher than they were before the pandemic.
This year's victims include Ty'ah Settles, a 3-year-old who was riding in an SUV that got caught in the crossfire of a gun battle in Southeast D.C. in May; 15-year-old Victor Bolden, a student at Coolidge High School who was looking forward to playing football next school year; and Kaan Demir, a 28-year-old killed in a possible robbery attempt after dropping his girlfriend off at her home. The first to die was Ashlei Hinds, 18, on New Year's Day.
A third adult and a small child also were injured Thursday in the shooting that pushed the District over the 100 mark, which occurred just before noon near the intersection of 22nd Street and Alabama Avenue SE, according to D.C. police.
The decrease "is a marked improvement, from going the wrong direction to basically the same direction that the country has been going," said Thomas Abt, founding director of the Center for the Study and Practice of Violence Reduction at the University of Maryland. Abt, who advises cities across the country on gun violence reduction, said tightening enforcement on the local level could have helped, but it's hard to truly know.
"I think you have to be cautious, even a bit skeptical, given crime is falling elsewhere," he said.
A database of reported crimes maintained by The Post, which aggregates data from more than 90 police departments, shows crimes like homicide, auto theft and robbery have dipped across the country compared to spring 2023. D.C. police data shows carjackings have plummeted by nearly 50 percent, and property crimes are down 15 percent. Firearm-related hospital visits in D.C. are down nearly 30 percent, according to the Health Department.

Ashlei Hinds, 18, was the first D.C. homicide victim of 2024. Hinds, a college student home on break, was fatally shot Jan. 1 in a hotel room in Northwest. (Family photo)


Some residents and business owners say they can feel the drop in violence. While the killings remain disproportionately concentrated east of the Anacostia River in majority-Black Wards 7 and 8, some neighborhoods crushed by last year's spike have experienced the steepest drops this year.
"Now, compared to what it was, it's like a dream come true," said Ephrame Kassaye, who owns multiple businesses in Ward 8, where D.C. police data shows homicides plummeted 50 percent year-over-year. "Police officers [are] walking out on the streets and facing the people," Kassaye said, adding that "people getting locked up don't come out right away like they used to anymore."
The area around Kassaye's Washington Highlands convenience store, Chesapeake Big Market, has been a target area for violence interrupters because of feuds between warring crews. At this point last year, there had been five gun-related homicides in the blocks around the shop, which features a mural honoring Lorraine Marie Thomas, a 21-year-old remembered for her efforts to broker peace in her neighborhood before she herself was fatally shot in 2020. So far, in 2024, there have been none, according to data from the city's Office of Gun Violence Prevention.
In recent weeks, D.C. officials have argued that policy changes they advocated for or implemented deserve at least partial credit.
The D.C. Council, at the urging of Bowser and D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith, passed emergency crime legislation last summer and followed up with a broader package of public safety legislation known as "Secure D.C." earlier this year. Prosecutors say they have successfully targeted violent neighborhood crews. Violence interruption experts also note that perhaps years of investment in community-based approaches to quelling D.C.'s neighborhood feuds have begun paying off.
Smith has also pointed to operational changes she oversaw, such as the launch of a "real time crime" center with surveillance video feeds across the city and a new unit of volunteer police officers tasked with proactive policing.

D.C. Police Chief Pamela A. Smith gives a statement after an officer was shot and wounded in Washington on May 20, 2024. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


But Smith said a key turning point was the emergency legislation that the council passed last summer, which she credits with helping boost morale in the department because of its emphasis on more accountability for people committing crimes.
"That makes it a lot easier for officers to feel like they can be officers," Smith said.
Others say last year's spike -- and this year's drop -- may have to do with changing conditions for the D.C. neighborhood crews that, according to research, drive a large share of the city's gun violence. U.S. Attorney for D.C. Matthew Graves said the explosion of violence in D.C. last year was in part the result of new and changing alliances among crews that were "different from what we've historically seen here." Crews started taking on each other's rivals. Conflicts, fueled by social media, no longer followed the traditional neighborhood patterns that law enforcement had come to know, he said.
Graves said D.C. is seeing less of that crew-related violence so far this year. His office has announced a series of indictments involving alleged crew members, the culmination of efforts that began before last year's homicide spike.
"We know that proactively removing these people from our streets is the most significant thing we can do as prosecutors to impact violent crime trends," Graves said at a May news conference where he announced indictments of alleged members of rival crews in Northeast D.C.
Dwayne Falwell, who leads violence interruption efforts in parts of Wards 6 and 7 through his nonprofit Together We Rise, said he also believes that non-police efforts to reach people driving violence are paying off.
"If you were that broken that you would kill somebody, you're not going to open up to anybody," said Falwell. "Seeing [them] every day -- them saying no at first, no at first -- it just took time."
Joseph Richardson, a University of Maryland professor who is working on a formal evaluation of D.C.'s violence interruption programs, said it's plausible that violence has calmed because some violence interrupters are seeing results, or because certain high-risk people are currently incarcerated. But he warned about viewing this year's reduction as indicative of a broader trend, especially since he said D.C. has not properly addressed some of the underlying factors that evidence shows can drive gun violence, such as the city's racial unemployment gap and high rates of chronic truancy at schools.
"Everyone getting super excited over one year, to me, from an empirical standpoint ... I wouldn't put too much into that until I saw [reductions] consistently over time," said Richardson.
Deputy Mayor for Public Safety and Justice Lindsey Appiah said the Bowser administration has "long committed to addressing root causes of violence" through measures such as affordable housing and workforce programs.
Despite this year's drop in violent crime, D.C. residents are more concerned about public safety than they were one year ago, according to a May Washington Post-Schar School poll. Sixty-five percent of residents polled consider crime an "extremely" or "very" serious problem in D.C., though 70 percent of residents still feel at least "somewhat" safe from crime in their neighborhoods.
For many in the District, the fear of violence still shapes daily decisions.
Sabrina Brown, a high school administrator who lives in Northwest D.C.'s Brightwood Park, said she does not let her 10-year-old daughter outside at night. She remains shaken by an incident last year, when one of her neighbors was robbed in front of their condo building.
"If it wasn't for my dog," Brown said, "more than likely I wouldn't be out [past dark]."

Police block streets along Hartford Road in Southeast Washington on May 4, 2024, a day after a 3-year-girl was fatally struck by gunfire while riding in a vehicle. (Peter Hermann/The Washington Post)


Henry White, speaking in an interview as he cut a client's hair in his Kennedy Street barber shop, said he was generally pleased with the direction of the neighborhood. Gun assaults and fatal shootings in the violence interruption target area surrounding the neighborhood are up slightly from this time last year, according to city data, but the level of violence is a far cry from what it was when he was growing up there in the 1990s.
As for city leadership on the issue of violence?
"I guess I could say they're doing the best they can," he said.
His client, Yobany Matos, disagreed. From his view, officials let violence rise for years before it spiraled out of control in 2023.
"Bowser let this get this far," said Matos. "Now, all of a sudden, it's all hands on deck."
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How Duke Kahanamoku won gold, lost to Tarzan and then found a bigger legacy
The Hawaiian swam his last Olympic race 100 years ago. As the grandfather of surfing and Hawaii's unofficial ambassador, he left behind something more resonant. 
By Les Carpenter | 2024-07-18

Johnny Weissmuller, left, and Duke Kahanamoku at the 1924 Paris Olympics. (AP)


Long before Michael Phelps, Mark Spitz and Caeleb Dressel, there was Duke Kahanamoku. In the early part of the 20th century, there might not have been a more dynamic and fascinating American Olympian than the swimmer plucked at 21 years old from Honolulu's Waikiki Beach who, despite only minimal training, won gold medals in the 100-meter freestyle at the 1912 and 1920 Olympics.
Kahanamoku was tall, dark and regal with powerful legs, a bright smile and tussled hair. Sportswriters of the day were charmed by the swimmer who played the ukulele and made his own surfboards. At a time when almost only White athletes were celebrated, Kahanamoku's photo was on the front pages of magazines and newspapers. When the United States team stopped in Paris for a swimming exhibition in the Seine while on the way home from the 1920 Antwerp Olympics, local reporters rushed to see him under the mistaken impression he was Hawaiian royalty.
"A man unlike any other man at his time," said Eric Carlson, a movie producer who is working with actor Jason Momoa on a full-length feature film about Kahanamoku's life.
But four years later, when he returned to Paris for the 1924 Olympics, Kahanomoku's popularity had waned. On the afternoon of July 20, 1924, he finished second in the 100 meters to a boisterous, barrel-chested American from Illinois named Johnny Weissmuller. Kahanamoku never swam in the Olympics again.
Weissmuller won four more Olympic gold medals before going on to play Tarzan in a series of films in which he swung from vines and called across the jungles in a yodeling yell. Kahanamoku also tried to be a Hollywood star, only to learn that there were no leading roles for men of color at the time.
Yet a century after that 100-meter race, and with the Olympics once again in Paris, Weissmuller is the one largely forgotten while Kahanamoku might be as famous now as at the height of his swimming glory. He is often called "The Father of Modern Surfing," credited for spreading the sport around the world. He popularized Hawaiian print shirts and is still celebrated as an unofficial ambassador of Hawaii, 56 years after his death.

Kahanamoku, bottom, participates in a surfing competition at Waikiki Beach. (Bettmann/Bettmann Archive)


In 1911 a pair of White Honolulu politicians with connections to the national Amateur Athletic Union had an idea. They noticed the young Hawaiians surfing off Waikiki Beach were such natural swimmers that they might be faster than the best White swimmers on the mainland. What if there was a race to see if this was true?
Kahanamoku, especially, stood out. He rode tall on his surfboard, gliding along the waves like a dancer, and swam through swells with powerful strokes. Though he had never been in an organized swim event, the men urged him to try the open-water AAU-sanctioned race in Honolulu Harbor they had arranged for that August.
He was more than ready for such a test. His hands were cast as hard as rock from clutching his board in raging seas, his legs molded in vines of muscle. He won the 100 meters race that day, and when the judges looked at their stopwatches they were stunned. The surfer who had never been in a race before had broken the world record.
As word reached the mainland that the 100-meter record had been broken by an unknown Hawaiian surfer swimming in the ocean, there was disbelief, David Davis wrote in his biography of Kahanamoku, "Waterman." Kahanamoku could never afford to travel to the United States on his own, but local business leaders saw a great marketing opportunity.
He would bring "the most valuable sort of publicity for the Islands," one told a local newspaper Davis cited.

Weissmuller alongside Arne Borg and Kahanamoku during the Paris Games. (Archives Cnosf/AFP/Getty Images)


Money was quickly raised to bring Kahanamoku across the Pacific, where eventually he wound up in an indoor pool and sank in the unfamiliar fresh water. Seeing his potential, coaches agreed to train him, and within weeks, he was swimming fast enough for the AAU to send him to that summer's Stockholm Olympics.
Kahanamoku became an instant sensation at those Games, which were dominated by another non-White American, Jim Thorpe. Soon, amazing stories emerged about the mysterious Hawaiian who kept breaking records. Like how the American team had mixed up the time of the qualifying race and were allowed to swim only thanks to the benevolence of an Australian star swimmer, Cecil Healy, who said winning by disqualification would violate the "Olympic spirit." Or how Kahanamoku fell asleep before the final and had to be awakened. In the pool, he won the 100 meters and helped the U.S. to a silver in the 4x200 freestyle relay.
He returned to Hawaii a celebrity, but struggling for money. Because of the Olympics' amateurism rules, he couldn't use his new fame to endorse products or compete professionally. About the only thing he was allowed to do was travel for promotional surfing exhibitions. In 1914 he spent several weeks on Australia's beaches, drawing huge crowds each day, a visit widely credited for introducing Australians to surfing.
World War I arrived, and the 1916 Berlin Olympics were canceled. Hoping the war would end before the 1920 Games, Kahanamoku remained an amateur. He gave surfing lessons to tourists in Hawaii. He worked for the U.S. military, got the flu during the 1918 pandemic on a work trip in Washington, D.C. and almost died. When the Olympics finally did come again in 1920, he won gold in the 100 meters and led the U.S. to a gold in the 4x200 relay.
After Antwerp, Kahanamoku decided he wanted to try for one more Olympics, which meant four more years without being able to endorse products or compete in sports for money. He was in his early 30s and needed to find a way to make an income without jeopardizing his amateur status. So, he went to Hollywood believing his name and looks and Olympic fame would help him become a movie star.
He landed a few insignificant roles before going to Paris for the 1924 Games. After losing to Weissmuller, he went back to Los Angeles and pushed even more for a Hollywood career. He made friends with actors, directors and producers who enjoyed being around the famous swimming star. He spent afternoons on the beach and was invited to parties. He liked being seen.
"He was one of the first people in Hollywood who was famous for being famous," said Sandy Hall, the author of "Duke: A Great Hawaiian" and who is working on another Kahanamoku biography.

Kahanamoku lived a celebrity lifestyle in Los Angeles but never found the fortune he sought in the movie business. (AP)


He was a three-time Olympian with three gold medals and two silver. His name was recognized around the world, and he was largely responsible for people surfing on beaches from southern California to Australia's east coast. He even saved eight people when a boat capsized off the coast of Orange County by paddling to the boat on his board three times to ferry survivors back to shore.
But his connections and celebrity never resulted in big roles. The movie database IMDb lists 15 film credits, the most famous of which are titles like "Wake of the Red Witch," "The Rescue" and "Girl of the Port." None lists him as the lead.
Many who have studied Kahanamoku believe Hollywood then was not ready for a dark-skinned leading man.
"He was accepted but as a good friend, never a business partner," said Jeremy Lemarie, an associate professor at France's University of Reims Champagne Ardenne who has studied Kahanamoku extensively.
"Today, Duke would have been an action star," Carlson said. "He'd have been Jason Momoa."
Hall is more skeptical. She said Kahanamoku didn't take acting classes while in Hollywood and had what appeared to be "exaggerated hopes of being a matinee idol."
"I don't think he was a very good actor," she said.
As money grew tight, films cut back on fringe actors. With no work, Kahanamoku went home to Hawaii, where he was given a series of almost demeaning jobs in Honolulu before finally becoming the city's police chief. The role had extra importance after Japan attacked Pearl Harbor in 1941 and throughout World War II because Hawaii served as a strategic naval base. But it was also a bit of a ceremonial position, one that he held for 29 years with his energy waning in the last of his 13 terms.
Two decades after local White business executives sent Kahanamoku off to become the United States' first swimming superstar, his greatest value to Hawaii was as its greeter, the Islands' biggest celebrity.
Lemarie remains perplexed by Kahanamoku's willingness to swim for the United States so soon after the country essentially had overthrown the Islands' government.
"That's a topic that not so many [Hawaiians] want to hear," Lemarie said.
He has talked to others who have studied Kahanamoku and Hawaiian history and concluded Kahanamoku must have understood that Hawaii's kingdom was gone forever.

Kahanamoku, left, shakes hands with Babe Ruth when he visited Hawaii for a series of exhibition games in 1933. (AP)


"Ninety percent of your [Hawaiian] race just went extinct in a matter of a century, and your only way to survive is to be in the system," Lemarie added. "You accept the system; that's the way it goes."
Kahanamoku was born eight years before the U.S. officially took over, yet his parents appeared to understand how their land was changing. They insisted their children learn to speak English as well as their native language, Olelo Hawaii, which eventually contributed to the comfort Kahanamoku's benefactors felt spending money to send him to the mainland.
"He was a minority, and he knew how things were," Hall said. "He had to act differently than the other Olympians."
She added that he knew he was often being used by the White establishment in the Olympics and in Hawaii. But he also reasoned that in being exploited, he was creating opportunity for himself.
During his time in Los Angeles, Kahanamoku joined the local Hawaiian society and wore traditional Hawaiian clothes when asked. After returning to Hawaii, he joined the Shriners and had his personal creed of Aloha printed on the back of his Shriners business card.
"In Hawaii we greet friends, loved ones and strangers with Aloha, which means with love," the card read. "Aloha is the key word to the universal spirit of real hospitality, which makes Hawaii renowned as the world's center of understanding and fellowship. Try meeting or leaving people with Aloha. You'll be surprised by their reaction. I believe it, and it is my creed."

Kahanamoku, fourth from left, stands with other swimmers wearing decorative garlands. (Library of Congress/Corbis/VCG via Getty Images)


In 1955, Kahanamoku had a heart attack. Five times that day, Hall said, his doctors thought he had died only to revive him. He had other health issues as well. His once mighty body started to fail. He had ulcers and what Hall described as "the length of a longboard surfboard removed from his gut." At one point, he began losing his balance, and doctors worried he might be having a stroke.
"He bottled stress in," Hall added. "He operated in two very different cultures. He operated as an exotic White person; he was well-spoken and well-dressed and liked going to baseball and football games and knew how to conduct himself with kings and queens. But he also knew when to not tell White people he enjoyed eating raw fish and seaweed -- things that would make him a native. He knew how to walk both sides of the street.
"There are a lot of people who couldn't pull that off. He knew when to do a hula dance, and he knew when to throw a shaka sign."
Seeking money to leave behind for his wife, he opened a restaurant in Honolulu, hoping it would get the same fame as boxer Jack Dempsey's place in New York. He let his name be used on a line of leisure wear.
Each venture was another step in the White world, a piece of selling Hawaiian culture to fascinated vacationers. For the first time, he started to make money off his fame, but it was far too late in his life. He died of a heart attack in 1968. Today, his name lives everywhere: on a restaurant chain, lines of surfboards, a foundation for youth sports.
A century after Kahanamoku's last Olympic race, a nine-foot bronze statue of him towers over Waikiki Beach.
"Waikiki is the [home] of modern surfing, and surfing is Hawaii's gift to the world," Lemaire said. "And like every good story, you need one person who symbolized that, and Duke symbolized that. Duke symbolized everything that Hawaii gives to the world. He symbolized the Hawaii spirit [and] the hospitality which is Hawaii's brand right now.
"You have the perfect definition of it by looking at just one person. "

Tourists take a selfie in front of a statue of Kahanamoku in Honolulu. (Marie Eriel S. Hobro/FTWP)






This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/olympics/2024/07/17/duke-kahanamoku-hawaii-olympics/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



His pride sign decayed as he fought cancer. Neighbors revived it.
Silver Spring neighborhood restores iconic LOVE sign to honor its creator, Mike Heffner, who died of cancer last year.
By Emma Uber | 2024-07-18

Tony Brown and his late husband put up a LOVE sign in 2021 that was not designed to be permanent. This one is. (Robb Hill for The Washington Post)


The sign was one of Mike Heffner's many eccentric ideas.
A graphic designer, Heffner concocted an elaborate way to celebrate his first Pride month married to Tony Brown, building 4-foot tall plywood letters that spelled "LOVE" in front of the couple's Silver Spring home.
In the years that followed, neighbors embraced the sign, posing their costumed children next to it for Halloween photos, admiring the twinkling lights Heffner meticulously wrapped around the letters for Christmas and referencing the "Love House" as a landmark for directions.
But when Heffner was diagnosed with Stage 4 lung cancer in May 2023, the sign deteriorated alongside its creator's health.
Wind and rain had set the letters askew. The paint depicting the Pride flag on the "O" was chipped. The bottom of the letter "E" was amputated, a reminder of the time neighbors had spotted teenagers snapping off a piece of the sign and chased the kids down until they dropped it.
Heffner looked out at the sign every day until he died on Oct. 6, 2023.
Hours after his passing, the neighborhood again flocked to the Love House. This time, in an impromptu vigil, the community resolved to honor Heffner and rebuild a permanent reminder of his legacy.

Tony Brown, left, with his late husband Mike Heffner at the original love sign that they built outside their Silver Spring home in June 2021. The community recently came together to rebuild and improve the sign. (Tony Brown)


Heffner was an outspoken member of the LGBTQ community and longtime vocal advocate for accessible HIV/AIDS care when he and Brown first met in 2016. Brown had only recently come out at 47-years-old and was enamored by the man who led his life so unabashedly. Brown moved to Silver Spring after coming out and instantly felt welcomed by the new community, but initially balked when Heffner encouraged him to fly the Pride flag outside their home or outwardly celebrate their sexuality.
"There's a power to coming out," Brown said. "Mike pulled me along a little bit, but I think there was also this energy about coming out at that stage after so long and not wanting to hide anymore."
After five years together, they married in January 2021. Then Heffner told Brown about his idea to celebrate their first Pride month together as a married couple. The graphic designer was known for appreciating aesthetic beer can labels, carrying paint pens in his pockets to write cheery messages on rocks and dressing Franz -- the mannequin he ordered to sell clothes on Depop -- in dried sunflower hats and dish towel neck scarfs. So when Heffner proposed the project, Brown knew the drill -- he headed to the store to buy some plywood and ponder the logistics while Heffner, the creative director both at work and home, dreamed about what to paint on the sign.
While clearly a symbol of LGBTQ acceptance, the couple erected the sign in June 2021 amid the pandemic and the Black Lives Matter movement.
"All of these things were converging and we felt like we wanted to project something that was positive but also make a statement," Brown said.
The meaning of the sign evolved over time. It became an emblem for the quiet south Maryland neighborhood of Rosemary Hills, where well-trimmed hydrangea bushes line the sidewalks and residents band together to fly Pride flags outside their homes after one neighbor's was repeatedly stolen.
"The sign itself to me symbolizes a caring community," neighbor Molly Chehak said. "It's about pride in our neighborhood, both in the literal sense and in the LGBTQ sense. We're proud of being a neighborhood that is inclusive and celebratory."

Tony Brown, right, is helped by Johnathon Barton in moving a log that will become a bench. (Robb Hill/for The Washington Post)


The sign's significance shifted once again as Heffner fell ill.
Heffner did not want to keep his sickness a secret. After ensuring his two children and Tony's four daughters were among the first to know, he asked neighbors to spread the news of his diagnosis. Chehak helped organize a CaringBridge page to keep loved ones updated on his condition and, alongside Heffner's longtime business partner Lucy Pope, spent nearly every day at the pair's home finding small ways to make life a little easier like dropping off groceries or walking the dog.
"What was truly amazing, particularly as he got more sick, is that we had a schedule and people were over here and sitting with him and helping all the time," Brown said.
Brown said the final months of his husband's life were marred with grief and uncertainty, but also an outpouring of support. Even the final two weeks of Heffner's life, when he entered hospice care, were filled with nightly festivities at the Love House.
"That was truly a wonderful two weeks of people being with him," Brown said. "It was like every night was a party here. People came and we would make dinner and work in the yard. Those are things I'm going to remember."
Neighbors Katie and John Loughran had read pleas for ways to help Heffner or prevent sign vandalism flooding the neighborhood listserv. At the beginning of October, they launched a GoFundMe page asking for donations to restore the sign. In the description, they detailed Heffner's cancer and the sign's decay. They sent the page around the neighborhood, but never fathomed the response.
It raised nearly $4,000 in the first week.
"I don't think it was anyone's idea from the get-go that it would be a memorial to Mike but it became clear that this is what it is," Chehak said. "It's a tribute to him."

Chloe Brown paints a love sign in her father's front yard. (Robb Hill/for The Washington Post)


The night Heffner died, Brown knelt to place his lit candle at the foot of the sign. It joined the 38 others stuck in the earth of his front yard -- one for each person who had flocked to the sign after hearing Heffner had died just hours before.
The group broke into song, singing, "This little light of mine, I'm gonna let it shine." Why that children's lullaby, Brown did not know. But much like the impromptu vigil itself, it just felt right.
Later, in front of the 250 people gathered for Heffner's formal memorial, Brown would reference that night and that song. During the vigil, Brown said, Heffner's legacy became intertwined with the sign.
"There's no rhyme or reason, we all know that -- but I like the concept that we all have a finite amount of light to shine," Brown said. "Some of us hold back -- just a little -- to conserve and prolong. But others of us, like Mike, shine with abandon."
This June, three years after the creation of the original sign, the neighborhood rallied around the Love House once again.
The GoFundMe covered the cost of a metalworker, and extruded aluminum letters replaced the dilapidated plywood, solidifying the sign's permanence.
The rest of the funds went toward making Brown's landscaping vision a reality. On a recent Wednesday, a team of volunteers helped him turn fallen tree limbs into benches and create a rock garden in memory of the trail of painted pebbles Heffner always left in his wake. They planted flowers meant to attract butterflies. Tony's daughters -- Isabel, Caroline, Chloe and India -- painted the letters as neighbors stopped by to offer refreshments and swap stories of the girls' stepdad.
The new letters boast different designs, each a tribute to Heffner. The rainbow striped "L" represents the original sign's message of LGBTQ pride.
Caroline, 23, adorned the "O" with peace signs, flowers and other funky designs as a nod to the free love movement of the 1960s.
A professional artist, 26-year-old Isabel painted what her dad and step-dad had fondly coined her "non-gendered love blobs" on the "V". The pair had daydreamed about Heffner one day putting the blobs-- which look like colorful human figures all embracing one another -- on stickers and other merchandise.
Finally, 20-year-old Chloe replicated Heffner's handwriting to scrawl "love is love" all over the "E". She studied the stylized writing Heffner often used to write positive messages on the rocks he left behind for people to find.

Tony Brown landscapes around a love sign in his front yard in Silver Spring. (Robb Hill/for The Washington Post)


Those who knew Heffner loved the original sign even in its state of disrepair because of its connection to their friend, but Chehak said even those who do not know Heffner's story can appreciate the new sign.
"Tony and Mike made the first sign as a lark... it was something you just put up temporarily in your yard," Chehak said. "But this feels like public art. It's really beautifying the neighborhood."
The colorful local landmark has already made an impression in the few weeks it's been complete, with neighbors spotting the mailman and other passersby stopping to take photos with the sign. His husband, Brown said, would have loved it.
"Mike doesn't have a gravestone yet," Brown said. "It is in so many ways the most fitting marker that we can have for the energy that Mike brought and the life that he lived."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2024/07/18/pride-sign-silver-spring-love/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Rare white crow rescued after 'dive bombed' by other crows in Virginia
"There are just too many hazards for a bird that looks like her," said Catherine Sevcenko, the founder of rehab clinic Diva Crows. 
By Cathy Free | 2024-07-18

A rare white fledgling crow was rescued in Virginia last month when a bystander noticed she was being attacked by adult crows. Bird rehabilitator Catherine Sevcenko named her Hope. (Joseph Capone)


Civil rights lawyer Catherine Sevcenko spends her spare time taking in and rehabilitating injured birds in Alexandria, Va.
Many of the fledgling crows that appear at her door have fallen from nests, were hit by cars or crashed into windows. But there's one constant in the past 12 years: each one is covered in shiny black feathers, sharp black beaks and dark eyes.
Sevcenko could hardly believe it when a rare crow she named Hope showed up last month.
"I'd never seen a white crow before," said Sevcenko, who runs Diva Crows rehab center with the goal of releasing the birds back into the wild.
The Wildlife Rescue League of Falls Church, Va. contacted Sevcenko and asked if she could take in a rare white fledgling crow that had been brought in by a good Samaritan last month.
The man said he'd rescued the bird in Manassas, Va. after he saw a group of adult crows "dive bomb" and attack the rare fledgling, Sevcenko said. The juvenile crow hadn't developed enough strength in her wings to fly away.
"I told them, 'Of course, I'll take the bird,'" said Sevcenko, 62.
She said she decided to name the young crow Hope, because she'd read legends about white crows being a good omen and a sign of positive change.

Catherine Sevcenko feeds Hope a blueberry -- one of her favorite treats -- at Diva Crows in Alexandria, Va. (Tijona Owens)


The bird was only a few months old and was a little underweight, but didn't appear to have any injuries, said Sevcenko, noting that she doesn't know yet whether the crow is male or female.
"We had her tested, but the lab lost the sample, and I don't want to put another needle through her veins right now," she said. "Everybody is referring to her as a she, though, so that's what we're going with."
A veterinarian determined that Hope wasn't a pure albino crow -- an occurrence in one of every 30,000 to 100,000 crows. Because her primary feathers are caramel colored, not white, the vet diagnosed her as amelanistic, Sevcenko said, meaning that Hope has no melanin to produce black feathers.
"She's quite an anomaly -- the vet had never seen one like her," she said.

Hope enjoys a nap on top of her birdcage earlier this month at Diva Crows. (Cami Lee)


Sevcenko has spent her spare time helping birds in need since 2012. With help from volunteers, she estimates that Diva Crows has rehabilitated more than 2,000 birds, including blue jays, robins, woodpeckers, cedar waxwings and cardinals.
In 2023, Sevcenko took in a two-foot tall raven that had been shot by a pellet gun in Chantilly, Va. Although the bird could no longer fly and couldn't be released after he had healed, she found a home for him at the Cayuga Nature Center in Ithaca, N.Y.
She said her plan is for Hope to also have a future as an educational bird.
"We wanted to make every effort we could to get her back in the wild, but there are just too many hazards for a bird that looks like her," Sevcenko said. "The chances of her getting accepted are pretty small, given the way she looks and acts."
Sevcenko said she doesn't know why Hope was attacked by other crows, but added that the bird could have been abandoned by her parents, which left her vulnerable. There is also a possibility that she fell from the nest or wandered into other crows' territory, she said.
"Crows are very territorial when they have their own young, and they're not into sharing resources," she said.
Sevcenko said she was also concerned that Hope had imprinted on humans.
"The person who picked up the crow kept her for a few days before contacting the Wildlife Rescue League," she said. "When she arrived here, she was really comfortable with people, which isn't normal."

Hope's background is a mystery, said Catherine Sevcenko, but there's a good chance she was abandoned by her parents or fell out of her nest. (Joseph Capone)


Even without those factors, Sevcenko said the bird would face multiple hazards in the wild.
"When white crows are rejected, they are forced to live alone, which for a crow is kind of tortuous," she said, noting that crows are social, family-oriented birds that live in groups.
"They're incredibly smart birds, and in groups, they're not targets for predators like a white crow would be," Sevcenko said.
White crows can develop vision problems, which it makes it harder for them to hunt, and they can starve to death, she said.
"One of the reasons they're so rare is they rarely make it to the point of breeding," Sevcenko added.
She and her volunteers briefly put Hope in a cage with some rescued black fledgling crows and there weren't any issues, she said.

Catherine Sevcenko put Hope in birdcages with other crows like the black fledgling shown here to see how they'd get along. Hope had no problem with fledglings, but she attacked an adult crow, Sevcenko said. (Catherine Sevcenko)


Then they put Hope in with an adult crow. Things did not go well.
"She ended up attacking him," Sevcenko said. "She's a very interesting specimen. She loves exploring, and she'll perch on your arm. She enjoys hanging out in the rehab to supervise what's going on."
Everyone who spends time with Hope is delighted by her personality, said Tijona Owens, a Diva Crows intern.
"She loves bird baths, and when we change her cage, she'll sit on top and talk to you like she's a little person," she said. "She's very vocal and she's always hungry."

Hope is a chatty crow and enjoys being around people, said Diva Crows intern Tijona Owens. (Catherine Sevcenko)


Snacks she eats include high-protein dog kibble, blueberries, mice and chopped chicken heart.
Sevcenko said two veterinarians told her that Hope can't be released in the wild, so she plans to look for a wildlife education facility that can take her in.
"I really enjoy having her around, but I think she'll be a good education bird," she said. "She's definitely one of a kind."
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On another 100-degree day, salvation comes in the form of an AC technician
"I don't recommend this job for everybody," Steve Seneff says. "You have to like to fix things. You have to enjoy it."
By Hau Chu | 2024-07-18

On a brutally hot day, HVAC repair technician Steve Seneff works in a house in Broadlands, Va. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


The air conditioning unit that piped cool air to the top floor of the Vel house in Broadlands, Va., had gone kaput almost a month ago, when temperatures in the D.C. area hit 100 degrees.
Since then, the blinds in the upstairs bedrooms have remained shut. The three Vel daughters are sleeping on couches downstairs. Their parents, Randy and Suzanne, bought window fans and a $500 portable air conditioner.
On Tuesday, when temperature readings shattered records across the D.C. area, the heat felt more oppressive than ever.
But relief was near.
HVAC repair technician Steve Seneff showed up promptly at 10 a.m. Chilling in his van were six cold water bottles, which he planned to split throughout the day with his apprentice, Mikhel Dickason.
It felt like 93 degrees outside.

Seneff removes wires outside. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)



Mikhel Dickason, 21, is Seneff's apprentice. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


"A job like this could take you three hours. It could take you five hours," Seneff said. "It's getting hotter, and taking everything apart is difficult. I don't recommend this job for everybody. You have to like to fix things. You have to enjoy it."
Seneff, 59, graduated from Loudoun County's vocational and technical program and estimates he has been doing HVAC repairs since 1985. But in his mid-20s, he got a little weary and moved to Louisiana to use his hands at a Black & Decker electrical tools service center.
He thought about careers that involved computers. Jobs that would have kept him out of working scorchers like today. But he says doing these repairs still beats other gigs.
"I told myself that I would never do this kind of work," Seneff said. "Then I came back to Virginia and next thing I know I'm doing this again. But I've done jobs where you sit there, bored to death and losing your mind -- playing Minesweeper at work."
The pair lugged out a replacement unit and set it out on a brown patch of grass on the side of the Vel home. Randy and Suzanne had bought the place in the Loudoun County suburbs in 2004. For 20 years, they've relied on Seneff, a friend from church, to keep the air conditioning running and the summers bearable.
When the unit broke last month, Seneff referred the Vels to other repair workers. He was in Alaska and then got covid, so he couldn't handle the job. But the Vels wanted to wait.
Even if it meant, Randy Vel said, "walking right up into hell."
Dickason, 21, went through the walk-in closet of the master bedroom, scaled the drop-down stairs and got started prepping the work in the attic. Just before noon, temperatures there soared to 120 degrees.

Dickason inside the attic, where it registered 120 degrees. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Back outside, Seneff was busy getting the broken unit ready for disposal. He deployed a mounted parasol to cover himself while he worked. About noon, he and Dickason  positioned the glossy new machine.
It was 97 degrees. Seneff had barely broken a sweat.
On replacement jobs like these, Seneff says, "it's a lot of waiting." The chemicals and machinery need to slowly get up to speed for the cool air start to start pumping through.
Seneff's jobs come entirely through word of mouth, he says. He doesn't have an Instagram or TikTok account; his only presence online is a Facebook page.
But he works plenty. Summers are predictably busy with days that start at 8 a.m. and end past 8 p.m.
Seneff says he tries to avoid working weekends, but it's not in his nature to let folks suffer.
By 5 p.m., the heat index had soared earlier to 101 degrees. But at long last, the Vel home began to cool in full.

Seneff stands outside the house. His work days often run from 8 a.m. to past 8 p.m. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


Seneff and Dickason loaded their gear back into the van. They still had not eaten throughout the brutally hot day, so a pit stop at Subway was in order. After that, a simpler repair awaited them about 15 minutes away, and Seneff figured it would take them about an hour.
They would drive into the evening the same way they arrived that morning: with the air conditioning on.
Full blast.
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D.C.-area forecast: Heat wave ends, but shower chances return for the weekend
Temperatures will be close to normal through the weekend.
By David Streit | 2024-07-18
A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
6/10: The heat wave is finally through. Cheers to all of you!
You will be forgiven if today feels like a new lease on life. The return to seasonable temperatures should last through the weekend. The shower outlook is a bit murkier as the front that pushed storms through last night does not go very far to our south. This could allow storms and higher humidity to sneak back into our area over the weekend.
Today (Thursday): The bulk of the showers and storms should be well to the south of the District at daybreak. Still, there is just enough instability to keep a slight risk of isolated showers popping up at any time during the day. Most of us stay dry and appreciate the less hot and humid air with light north breezes. Highs range from the mid-80s to near 90. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: A few isolated showers could linger in the evening but should quickly disappear after sunset. Light winds from the north continue under partly cloudy skies. Lows range through the 60s. Confidence: High
Follow us on Facebook, X and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend...
Tomorrow (Friday): This is the day to be out and about with highs mainly in the mid- to upper 80s and manageable humidity levels (dew points near 60). Sunshine dominates with just a scattering of afternoon clouds. Northeast breezes remain light. Confidence: High
Tomorrow night: The drier air and calm winds make for a lovely evening as temperatures slowly slip into the 70s. Overnight lows are mainly in the mid- to upper 60s. Confidence: High

Clarendon at sunset on Wednesday. (Brian Gannon/Flickr)


We begin our weekend Saturday with a wary eye to the south. Moisture looks like it could surge back into the area as a weak disturbance moves northeastward along the front. This brings the risk of showers and possibly an afternoon storm. Fortunately, heat is still held at bay thanks to a fair amount of clouds with highs mainly mid- to upper 80s. Shower chances linger well into the night. Lows drop into the upper 60s to lower 70s. Confidence: Medium
For now, it looks like the front could sag back a little to the south on Sunday. But humidity is on the rise with dew points back up to around 70. A few showers and storms are possible in the late afternoon and evening. Highs should climb to the upper 80s to lower 90s, with overnight lows in the upper 60s to lower 70s. Confidence: Low-Medium
A new surge of showers and storms is possible on Monday as yet another disturbance is likely to migrate into the area along the front probably just to our south. The greatest chance of significant storms is south of the city. Highs range from the mid-80s to lower 90s. Confidence: Low-Medium
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Maryland wants invasive fish out of the water -- and on your dinner table 
As Northern Snakehead and Blue Catfish continue to proliferate, the state is trying to get more people to eat them
By Joe Heim | 2024-07-18
Branson Williams feels the weight of his responsibilities. The 39-year-old Marylander is tasked with defeating an elusive and relentless enemy that shows no signs of weakening.
Failure in this war is not an option. But a complete and convincing victory is unlikely.
"I stay up late at night thinking about this," Williams says. "Eradication is not possible at this point. Their abundance and densities are way too great. What we do hope is that we can prevent further spread."
The menace causing Williams to lose sleep? Fish.
Specifically, he worries about blue and flathead catfish and northern snakehead, the terrible trio of invasive fish that has been wreaking environmental havoc in Maryland waters for decades.
The fish are responsible, state officials say, for feasting on native species, reducing their numbers and altering the entire ecosystem. The total catches of hard blue crab, rockfish (also known as striped bass), yellow perch and other native Maryland species have declined between 27 percent and 91 percent since 2012, according to the state. The invasives' rampage through the region has been so devastating that last year Maryland Gov. Wes Moore (D) asked the federal government to declare a commercial fishing disaster in the Maryland waters of the Chesapeake Bay.
Faced with potentially dire consequences, Maryland is bumping up its counteroffensive. Williams, who last year became the first invasive fishes program manager for Maryland's Department of Natural Resources, manages several efforts to track the invasive population and keep it under control. One approach has shown promise: encouraging Marylanders to consume catfish and snakehead (despite the unappetizing name.)
"If you can't beat 'em, eat 'em" may prove to be the most effective strategy.

Lori Bates, foreground, and William Bates, top middle, of Southern Maryland Bowfishing, lead a demonstration at the Snakes on the Dundee fishing derby in Gunpowder Falls State Park. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post) 


On a hot Saturday last month, Williams traveled to Gunpowder Falls State Park, northeast of Baltimore, for the Snakes on the Dundee fishing derby. The annual event is one of several supported by state and federal partners to encourage the harvest of snakehead and educate the public about the damage they are causing. Anglers are given tips on the best way to catch the fish, including bowfishing demonstrations and suggestions for which lures and methods are most successful.
But catching the fish was just one component of the day. Teaching people how to prepare the fish and encouraging them to eat them was just as important.
So Williams, who grew up in southern Maryland and has fished all of his life, spent part of his day wearing a fluorescent orange fishing bib while demonstrating how to best fillet snakehead. A crowd of anglers murmured in admiration as he slid his knife from the slimy fish's tail to its head to separate the filet from the skin and held it up triumphantly.

Branson Williams last year became the first invasive fishes program manager for Maryland's Department of Natural Resources. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post) 


Then it was time to eat. Smoke from a nearby barbecue drifted in the air as volunteers grilled snakehead dusted with Old Bay seasoning -- Maryland's unofficial spice -- and handed out samples. The reviews were overwhelmingly positive.
"Better than rockfish," said Darrin Hoiland, 41, of Edgewood, who won the day's derby by hooking a 12.7-pound snakehead.
Blue catfish, introduced to the Chesapeake Bay watershed in the 1970s, reproduce at an exponential rate, enjoy long life spans and eat almost anything. With few predators, they have thrived in the Chesapeake and are spreading into new waters at a rapid pace. Northern snakeheads, native to China, were first spotted in Maryland in 2002 in a pond in Crofton. They too have developed a reputation as rapacious predators, though perhaps not quite as destructive as blue catfish.
For years now, Maryland has placed no limits on how many invasive fish can be caught. Hoping to contain their spread, the state encourages anglers to kill rather than catch-and-release any northern snakehead, blue catfish or flathead catfish. Maryland also made it illegal to introduce the three invasive fish into state waters and set fines of up to $2,500 for violators.
Despite all of the containment efforts, the reach of the invasives continued to expand. Northern snakehead, already plentiful in eastern Maryland waterways, has been caught as far west as Frederick and the extreme edge of Montgomery County. Blue catfish appear unstoppable. More and more, it looks like Maryland may have to eat itself out of this mess. And there are encouraging signs that could happen.

Branson Williams shows how to fillet a snakehead during the Snakes on the Dundee fishing derby. Volunteers then grilled the snakehead  to positive reviews. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post) 


Matthew Scales, seafood marketing director for the Maryland Department of Agriculture (and, yes, he's heard all of the jokes about his name), says that when people try blue catfish, they are pleasantly surprised and compare it to striped bass. But Scales knows that catfish have a reputation as bottom-feeders, so he isn't above gussying up their image.
"Any time we're talking about blue catfish, I kind of try to rebrand it a little bit," Scales said. "I say 'wild-caught Chesapeake blue catfish.' So we're differentiating ourselves between farmed and wild-caught. And then we're putting 'Chesapeake' in there so folks know this is not coming from the South, it's coming from the Chesapeake Bay."
Growing a consumer market for the blue catfish has encouraged more fishing over the past decade. About 700,000 pounds of blue catfish from Maryland waters and the Potomac River were landed in 2013 by commercial fishing operations. Last year, that number leapt to over 4 million pounds, according to the Maryland Department of Natural Resources.

Christopher Taylor holds the head of a 19-pound blue catfish, one of over 20 invasive fish he caught recently for the Reel Reward program that pays a $30 bounty per head. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post) 


State agencies have encouraged the region's restaurants and grocery stores to offer blue catfish and snakehead. The state recently partnered with Fish and Hunt Maryland to create the Catfish Trail, a collection of efforts aimed at combating invasive fish in Maryland waters. And last month, Maryland's Department of Agriculture released a list of restaurants and retail stores offering blue catfish.
Maryland has also renamed the northern snakehead as Chesapeake Channa, hoping it will encourage people to eat more of the fish. ("Channa" is the snakehead's genus name.) In his letter introducing a bill to change the name this year, Maryland Del. Todd B. Morgan (R-St. Mary's) laid out the issue succinctly:
"The crux of this is we have a public relations problem," Morgan wrote. "Watermen want to catch these fish, restaurants want to sell them, and environmental experts want the fish gone. The big roadblock to all of this is the lack of consumer interest in eating the fish. It tastes great, makes delicious fillets, and is considered a delicacy in many parts of the world. However, most people can't get past the name of the fish -- nobody wants to eat a fish named the Snakehead!"
But not everyone is a fan of the new moniker, including derby winner Hoiland, who estimated he had caught about 150 pounds of snakehead in the past month.
"Changing the name is not going to help, because the name they want to change it to sounds stupid," Hoiland said.
Government agencies aren't the only ones making Marylanders aware of the growing threat moving through their state's waters. In Baltimore, a community environmental organization is paying cash for the heads of invasive fish. Reel Rewards, a project of the Environmental Justice Journalism Initiative, provides anglers $30 bounties for each northern snakehead, blue catfish and flathead catfish they drop off at twice-weekly collections.
This is the first year for the Reel Rewards project, but the results have been promising, said Donzell Brown, EJJI's executive director. The project has collected 384 fish since May. In addition to helping remove invasive fish from the Patuxent River, the project seeks to engage residents of the nearby working-class and lower-income neighborhoods.
It "increases awareness of environmental issues in a community that isn't used to being involved personally," said Veronica Malabana Lucchese, 27, EJJI's environmental science program manager and a doctoral student at the University of Maryland's Center for Environmental Science. "We're compensating anglers for their time and they are helping restore the native habitat."

Veronica Malabana Lucchese, environmental science program manager for the Environmental Justice Journalism Initiative, labels a bag of fish heads turned in by Christopher Taylor at the weekly Reel Reward collection. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post) 


On a Wednesday evening last month, Christopher Taylor pulled his truck into a Baltimore parking lot on the edge of the Middle Branch of the Patuxent River to collect the bounty for the fish he had caught. From the back he hauled a large blue cooler and lugged it over to a pop-up tent staffed by Reel Rewards volunteers.
Taylor, 33, opened his cooler to reveal the heads of about 25 snakeheads and blue catfish resting on ice. Water and slime dripped from the fish as the volunteers put them in zip-top plastic bags to be counted and tracked. Participants in the program take photos of the fish when they catch them and provide a geolocation through an app that helps monitor where they were found.
On the snakehead invasion, Taylor doesn't think much can be done at this point. He says bowfishing snakehead is never a challenge because there are so many of them.
"They're here to stay, honestly," he said. "I can shoot 50 in one spot, go back the next day and shoot another 50. It's not hard." Since early March, he said, he has caught about 500 snakeheads.

A Maryland snakehead sticker on the truck of Darrin Hoiland, winner of last month's Snakes on the Dundee fishing derby. He hooked a 12.7-pound snakehead. (Wesley Lapointe for The Washington Post)


But Taylor, who sells snakeheads and blue catfish to local restaurants and markets, does see consumption growing. He, too, thinks snakehead tastes better than rockfish and recommends grilling it with butter and Old Bay seasoning.
"There's no fishy taste or smell," Taylor said. "If you've never had it before, try it. You'll love it."
Those words are music to the ears of Maryland officials like Williams who hope a growing appetite for invasive fish will diminish their threat to the Chesapeake Bay watershed. While Williams knows it will probably be impossible to eradicate the fish, he hopes the efforts will help minimize ecological harm.
"Buying blue catfish, buying northern snakehead when you see it in the grocery or a restaurant, it does make a difference," Williams said, noting that it supports industries that remove the fish. "That's really our best control strategy at this point."
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PM Update: Shower possible tonight, then cold front offers heat relief Thursday
The front passes late night or toward dawn. After a fourth straight day at or above 101 degrees, temperatures closer to normal feel like a big break tomorrow. 
By Ian Livingston | 2024-07-18
Temperatures again soared to around the century mark locally this afternoon, before showers and storms began to increase some cloud cover in the region. It was the fourth day in a row at or above 100 in the city, which ties a record for the longest such streak with one in 1930 and one in 2012. As storms depart, with minimal damage in their wake, somewhat less hot air moves into town.
Listen to our daily D.C. forecasts: Apple Podcasts | Amazon Echo | More options
Through tonight: The main batch of showers and storms are headed out of the area. A couple more showers or rumbles are possible before the front passes late night and toward dawn. Some patchy fog may develop in spots where it rained a good deal. Lows range across the 70s, or about 73 to 78 from cool to warm locations. Winds are light and mainly from the west.
View the current weather at The Washington Post.

A hazy start to the day this morning. (Cathy Landry/Flickr)


Tomorrow (Thursday): Clouds may linger into the morning, but they'll tend to be outdone by sun during the day. Temperatures are down compared to the past couple of days and humidity is dropping throughout. Highs mainly reach the upper 80s and lower 90s. Light winds blow from the north and northwest. Small chance of a shower, but mainly southeast of us.
See Dan Stillman's forecast through the weekend. And if you haven't already, join us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram.
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Storms exit D.C. area, ushering in cooler air after four days of triple-digit heat
The severe thunderstorm and flood watches have been discontinued.
By Ian Livingston, Jeffrey Halverson, Jason Samenow | 2024-07-18
8:05 p.m. -- Storms exit, heat relief arrives
Other than areas right along the bay, the main line of storms has pushed east of the region and the National Weather Service has discontinued the severe thunderstorm and flood watches as well as the heat advisory.
The storms were generally less intense than feared, although there were some scattered reports of downed trees, with the greatest concentration around Baltimore, where there were also reports of flooding.

Reports of severe weather on July 17. Tree icons indicate tree damage. Wind icons indicate winds of at least 39 mph. Water icons indicate flooding. (Iowa Mesonet) 


Temperatures have fallen into the 70s behind the storms, offering welcome relief from four straight days reaching 101 degrees or higher, for the first time on record.
We could have a few more downpours overnight but the risk of severe weather has diminished.
This is the last update in this article.
6:50 p.m. -- Intense storms from Bowie to Waldorf
Storms that passed through the District without much punch have gained strength over Prince George's and Charles counties. The most intense storms are between Bowie and Waldorf where radar shows very heavy rain, frequent lightning and strong wind gusts. This activity is pushing eastward at 25 mph and should pass through Anne Arundel County between 7 and 8 p.m.
An additional area of strong storms is south of La Plata and is set to pass through Southern Maryland over the next hour or so.
We'll post a final update around 8 p.m.
6 p.m. -- Storms are mostly below severe limits while sweeping east of Interstate 95
Storms stretch from Baltimore through the District and south to Fredericksburg, Va., and continue to progress eastward at around 30 mph. Warnings that were issued for Fairfax County, the District and locations just to the south were allowed to expire at 6 p.m., but a severe thunderstorm warning was issued for the area around Fredericksburg until 6:30 p.m. That's where the most intense storm activity is and where some damaging gusts are most probable over the next 30 minutes or so.
This line of storms will push east of I-95 through Washington's eastern suburbs over the next hour.
We'll post another update around 6:45 p.m. or so
5:35 p.m. -- Severe thunderstorm warning issued for Fairfax County and most of Beltway area until 6 p.m.
Radar-estimated wind speeds show the thunderstorm sweeping across Fairfax County toward the Beltway gaining some strength. This has prompted a severe thunderstorm warning until 6 p.m. Strong winds are headed toward the area between Potomac and Burke and will sweep inside the Beltway within 10 minutes and the District in the next 10 to 20 minutes.
5:20 p.m. -- Storms rapidly approaching immediate D.C. area
Radar shows a solid line of storms extending from Frederick and northern Montgomery southward into Central Virginia. It is progressing eastward at around 30 mph. The storms are most intense south and southwest of Manassas through southern Fauquier County, where there's a severe thunderstorm warning through 6 p.m. for damaging winds up to 60 mph.
To the north, storms with downpours and lightning are moving into western Fairfax and western Montgomery counties. They're not severe but could intensify some as they head east. They should reach the Beltway between 5:45 and 6 p.m.
4:40 p.m. -- Line of storms developing to west, approaching Warrenton and Leesburg
Severe thunderstorm warnings are in effect for much of Loudoun and central and northern Fauquier counties as a line of storms stretches from just south of Hagerstown to south of Charlottesville. The storms, which should reach Leesburg and Warrenton in the next 30 minutes, could contain damaging wind gusts up to 60 mph. They're headed east at around 35 mph and should reach Montgomery and Fairfax counties a little after 5 p.m. and reach the Beltway area between 5:30 and 6 p.m.
We'll post another update between 5:15 and 5:30 p.m.
Original article

Severe thunderstorm watch through 10 p.m. (NWS)


The D.C. area is in the final throes of one of its worst heat waves on record, with Wednesday reaching 100 or higher for a record-tying fourth straight day. It could go out with a bang, as strong to severe thunderstorms threaten Wednesday afternoon through evening.
A cold front heading east is on a collision course with the entrenched heat and humidity and is poised to spawn numerous storms, some of which could become quite intense.
Given the threat, the National Weather Service has issued a severe thunderstorm watch until 10 p.m. "Locally damaging wind gusts" up to 70 mph are possible, the Weather Service said.
A watch means ingredients are in place for possible severe storms, but it's not a guarantee. Stay weather-aware, and if a severe thunderstorm warning is issued for your location, seek shelter.
In addition to strong winds, storms could also produce downpours and frequent lightning. The potential for heavy rain prompted the Weather Service to also issue a flood watch that is in effect until midnight.
"Thunderstorms this afternoon and evening could have intense rain rates exceeding 2 inches per hour," the Weather Service wrote. "If locally repetitive or prolonged thunderstorms develop, flash flooding could occur in flood-prone urban and suburban areas."
By midafternoon, as temperatures climbed to near 100, storms were already popping up near the Blue Ridge and were expected to progress eastward during the late afternoon into evening.
Because some storms may move slowly, areas may flood despite the drought that overtook much of the region in recent weeks.

A precipitation forecast from the NAM weather models shows some places might pick up a lot. (weatherbell.com) 


Storms will eventually help push out the record-setting heat.

Forecast surface weather map for Wednesday evening. (Weather Prediction Center)


Wednesday's storm threat comes with the approach of a much-awaited cold front and end of a severe heat wave.
An initial batch of storms is forecast by high-resolution models to develop over the mountains to our west, and clusters or short arcs of storms will push east. Any earlier-afternoon storms may initially target our northern area first, then fill in a bit later to the south, with the focus locally probably during the evening.
In the upper levels, a disturbance in the upper flow is preconditioning the air to rise, possibly more vigorously and more widespread than in days past.
Our area may be put under a severe thunderstorm watch by the Weather Service's Storm Prediction Center. We're in a Level 2 out of 5 risk zone for severe storms.
The flood threat stems from several factors. First, there is the possibility later today of repeated rounds of storms within a few hours. Second, the deep moisture content of the atmosphere is very large. Third, the deep, warm air mass favors efficient development of torrential downpours, even in storms that don't meet official severe criteria for wind and hail. Fourth, for those areas that have gotten drenched in the past few days, the threshold to trigger flash flooding is lower today.

Radar simulation for 4 p.m. Eastern time Wednesday from the NAM weather model. (weatherbell.com)


The other biggest threat will be wind damage, from straight-line, localized blasts called downbursts. In this type of air mass setting, rain-choked cells can suddenly let loose their torrents, and this drags the air downward. Some of that rain chills from evaporation, further accelerating it downward; these bubbles impact the surface in a violent outburst. Some gusts could reach 60 to 80 mph.
Before 10 a.m. Wednesday, temperatures had risen past 90 for a fifth day in a row and 29th time this summer, following an overnight minimum of 83. The afternoon high temperature of 101 degrees marked the fifth instance of triple-digit heat this summer in the District, tying 1997 and 2011 for the fifth-most 100-degree days during a calendar year.

High temperatures across the region on Tuesday. (Ian Livingston)


The consecutive record highs of 101, 102 and 104 Sunday, Monday and Tuesday were the hottest since the start of the Dust Bowl. The high of 101 Wednesday makes this only the third time there have been four consecutive highs at or above the century mark; the previous instances were in 1930 and 2012. It is the first time on record the high has reached at least 101 on four straight days.
Tuesday's average temperature of 92 degrees -- the average of the day's high and low -- was the fifth-highest of any day since records began in the 1872.
Over the past four weeks, it has reach at least 95 degrees on 17 days -- matching the most of any four weeks on record.
This summer is the hottest on record to date and the number of days reaching at least 90, 95, 98 and 100 all rank among the most observed.
Once the cold front pushes through on Wednesday night, temperatures will be more moderate, but still expect summerlike highs in the 80s to near 90 for the next few days.
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Larry Hogan ditched the GOP convention -- but still had a presence
Hogan's decision to steer clear of the convention and his apparent unease with Vance hardly caused a stir among the Maryland RNC delegates, who are embracing both Hogan and Trump.
By Laura Vozzella, Erin Cox | 2024-07-18

Former Maryland governor and Republican Senate candidate Larry Hogan greets supporters during a campaign event at the VFW Post 9619 on July 16 in Morningside, Md. (Nathan Howard/Getty Images)


MILWAUKEE -- While Maryland Republicans cheered J.D. Vance on the floor of the Republican National Convention this week, their former governor and current GOP U.S. Senate candidate was back home on TV, ducking questions about Donald Trump's vice-presidential pick.
"The two of us have pretty different views of the world," Larry Hogan told a CBS interviewer.
Hogan's decision to steer clear of the convention and his apparent unease with Vance hardly caused a stir among the Maryland RNC delegates. They're embracing both Trump and Hogan --  one of the former president's sharpest GOP critics -- who this year happens to be their best hope in a generation for sending a Republican to the Senate from the deep-blue state.
Like walking and chewing gum, Maryland Republicans have mastered the art of loving both men at the same time, knowing full well that a fervent fan of the 45th president has no shot at winning statewide office in a state that Trump himself is certain to lose. Again.
"Contrary to the mainstream media [reporting], the Republican Party of Maryland has always supported both President Trump and Governor Hogan," said Dirk Haire, a convention delegate who was state GOP chairman while both men were in office. "We've always recognized the importance of supporting all of our Republican nominees."
At least that's the party line, despite behind-the-scenes skirmishes and efforts to sink some of Hogan's most dramatic anti-Trump moves, like weighing a challenge to the sitting president in 2020. (Hogan also considered but abandoned a 2024 bid, this time saying he wanted to prevent "a multicar pileup" like the one that handed the nomination to Trump in 2016.)
There was no hint of intraparty tension Monday as Hogan got a shout-out on the convention floor -- from none other than David Bossie, Maryland's national committeeman and Trump's deputy campaign manager for about half of 2016. That came during the state-by-state roll call to formally nominate Trump, a process that serves up a smorgasbord of local flavor. Doing the honors for the Old Line State, Bossie bragged to the crowd that Maryland was "home to Fort McHenry, the inspiration for 'The Star-Spangled Banner,' and the next United States senator from Maryland, Larry Hogan."
Despite Hogan's well-known criticisms of Trump, his name in absentia got a far better reception than some Republicans who were there in the flesh.
"He did not get booed like Mitch McConnell," said state Del. Christopher Tomlinson (R-Carroll), referring to the Senate minority leader, who was jeered while presenting Kentucky's delegate votes.
Aside from twice threatening to challenge him for the nomination, Hogan antagonized Trump throughout the pandemic while both men were in office. He provoked a fresh round of ire within Trump's team at the end of May for calling on the public to "respect the verdict" in Trump's hush money felony conviction.
"You just ended your campaign," Chris LaCivita, a senior Trump strategist, wrote in response on X.
But by mid-June, Trump said he would support Hogan, noting the importance of taking the Senate majority and saying he would "like to see him win. ... I know other people made some strong statements, but I can just say from my standpoint, I'm about the party and I'm about the country."
Hogan spokesman Michael Ricci responded to Trump's support at the time with a statement: "Governor Hogan has been clear he is not supporting Donald Trump just as he didn't in 2016 and 2020."
Again this week, Hogan dismissed Trump's support, saying "it wasn't that helpful for me" and "it doesn't have much impact at all."
Given that history, Hogan would have raised eyebrows had he followed the lead of Maryland's GOP faithful and schlepped to Wisconsin for the week. He instead held a string of campaign appearances that took him from the D.C. suburb of Prince George's -- home base to his Democratic Senate opponent, County Executive Angela D. Alsobrooks -- to Maryland's rural Eastern Shore.
"Well, there aren't a whole lot of undecided Maryland voters out there in Milwaukee, and you know, that's what we're focused on -- trying to win votes," Hogan told CBS on Monday when asked why he'd stay away. He told another interviewer, "Quite frankly, I haven't looked at the Republican platform."
Some of those celebrating Trump in the Fiserv Forum applaud that strategy, saying it makes little sense for blue-state Republicans in need of swing and moderate voters to spend time with fellow Republicans already inclined to vote for them.
"He can't get any votes here that he wouldn't already get," Don Murphy, a former Maryland state legislator and convention delegate. "If he were here, I'd say, 'Larry, go home.'"
Hogan wasn't the only one staying home. Neil Parrott, a former Republican state delegate running in Maryland's 6th Congressional District, also remained in Maryland, though his stance on Trump is substantially softer than Hogan's. Parrott, who defeated an election-denying Trump cheerleader for the GOP nomination, says he supports the former president but does not agree with him on every issue.
The nonpartisan Cook Political Report rates both races "likely Democratic."
Republican leaders are urging even the most die-hard Trump supporters to vote for Hogan, saying he could help advance Trump's agenda even if he is not on board with it all of the time, members said.
"They're telling all of us to send that message back to our Republican constituents to vote for Larry Hogan," Tomlinson said. "This isn't a Larry-versus-Trump thing. If Hogan gets in there, maybe Hogan votes 95 percent, 90 percent, even if he votes 50 percent of the time with the Republican caucus, that's a lot better than how many times Angela Alsobrooks will vote with the Republican caucus, which is probably zero percent of the time."
While Maryland Republican leaders are under no illusion that Trump will carry the deep-blue state he lost by 33 points four years ago -- "President Trump's not going to win Maryland," Haire said flatly -- the Hogan race gives them something to cheer.
"We haven't won a Senate race since the 1980s and Governor Hogan clearly has the momentum in that race," Haire said, noting fundraising reports that showed Hogan outraising Alsobrooks by about $1 million. "I think that it's a really exciting opportunity."
Said Murphy, the former Maryland delegate: "It would be hard for any Republican to not be excited that we have a competitive race."
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U-Va. bans second fraternity following hazing allegations
The University of Virginia has banned Theta Chi Fraternity after a detailed investigation into hazing allegations.
By Lauren Lumpkin | 2024-07-17

The Edgar Shannon Library at the University of Virginia in Charlottesville. (Cal Cary for The Washington Post)


The University of Virginia has banned a second fraternity from campus after a school investigation found new members were punished, ridiculed and forced to eat concoctions that made them sick, according to a university report.
The school severed its relationship with Theta Chi Fraternity after a two-month investigation into hazing allegations. The action follows a similar investigation into Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity, which was banned from the school in April.
Neither group is allowed to operate on campus until the 2028-2029 school year, U-Va. officials said in a report.
Greek life has been under close scrutiny at the Charlottesville university this year. The school's Inter-Fraternity Council put its 30 fraternities on a three-week suspension in February amid allegations that a student was injured by hazing. The Kappa Sigma Fraternity chapter remains under suspension, according to the school's hazing misconduct report.
This spring, the university launched an investigation into Theta Chi following reports of hazing. Investigators found that new members were coerced or required to perform "personal acts of servitude" for the fraternity, such as cleaning the chapter house or running errands for active members, the report said. Students also were forced to eat a "mixture of heinous/unknown items and habanero peppers," which caused some of them to vomit, feel fatigued, become ill or lose sensation in their limbs, according to the hazing report.
Students were also quizzed on information about the fraternity or its members -- and punished for failing to answer correctly with squats, push-ups and other exercises, the report says. New members were confined in certain areas of the chapter house, told to wear costumes and ordered to carry out "pointless tasks and embarrassing activities," investigators found.
The national Theta Chi Fraternity said Wednesday that it had revoked the chapter's charter following U-Va.'s investigation and "confirmed violations of Theta Chi's policies prohibiting hazing."
"Hazing runs contrary to Theta Chi's mission of developing Resolute Men and has no place within the fraternity experience," the organization said in a statement.
The report also details incidents that investigators said occurred this spring within Pi Kappa Alpha.
According to the university report, new members in Pi Kappa Alpha were slapped on their face and chest, forced to strip down to their underwear and wear blindfolds, told to eat cat food, and had hot sauce placed on their bodies and genitals.
In one instance, a member's arms were taped to a wooden cross and they were "force-fed a mixture of cottage cheese and hot sauce and had hot sauce placed on their body, including their genitals," the report says.
Pi Kappa Alpha's national organization did not respond to a request for comment Wednesday.
Most Virginia colleges and universities are required to publicize reports of hazing misconduct to comply with a measure known as "Adam's Law." The law is named after Adam Oakes, a Virginia Commonwealth University freshman who died in 2021 after a fraternity hazing incident.
The 19-year-old died of alcohol poisoning after a fraternity party. His death led to criminal charges.
VCU suspended three fraternities from campus this spring following student conduct code violations, according to its misconduct report. Its chapter of Pi Kappa Alpha was placed on interim suspension, which prohibits the organization from hosting social events and events with alcohol.
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Compass Coffee union election on hold over challenged ballots
Union organizers and Compass Coffee representatives challenged 101 ballots, which now puts the issue in the hands of the National Labor Relations Board.
By Emma Uber, Tim Carman | 2024-07-17

Compass Coffee's roastery in Washington. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


More than 100 workers from seven Compass Coffee shops voted Tuesday on whether to unionize, but after all the ballots were cast, nothing was resolved in this contentious battle between union organizers and the Washington-based company that has been accused of hiring dozens of new employees to dilute the vote.
All 22 workers whose ballots went unchallenged voted in favor of a union, according to tallies from the National Labor Relations Board on Wednesday. But union organizers and Compass representatives challenged 101 ballots, which puts the issue in the NLRB's hands.
Despite this, workers were feeling "incredibly encouraged and pretty electrified," said Joseph Babin, a union organizer and store supervisor. "We were not expecting, in full honesty, a unanimous yes across the board, especially since a lot of these unchallenged ballots were new hires. The fact that we were able to connect with them so well that we got them all to vote yes, to me, is incredibly encouraging."
The ballots are being challenged after Compass went on a hiring spree in the weeks after workers announced plans to unionize on May 31. The move drew criticism from organizers and labor experts who say Compass employed a traditional union-busting tactic to try to dilute pro-union votes -- an allegation the company's co-founder and chief executive Michael Haft has categorically denied.
Now an NLRB regional director, Sean Marshall, will decide whether to count or open the challenged ballots, Kayla Blado, press secretary for the independent federal agency, said in an email Wednesday. The director could also order a hearing to adjudicate the matter, potentially deciding which of the challenged ballots were from employees qualified to weigh in on the union vote. Both sides have five days after the election to file objections, she added.
"The results will be certified once any challenged ballots, and any potential objections are dispensed with," Blado said. The process could take weeks just to get a hearing on the agenda.
On Tuesday, Compass either closed stores for the day or closed early so workers could cast ballots. The company papered over the windows to give workers privacy. A representative for the NLRB was there to administer each election. Both the union and Compass had a representative at the shops to challenge ballots.
Haft expressed frustration at the number of challenged ballots from union representatives. "If there's a dispute, the parties should try to resolve it the day of [the vote], and typically people are able to resolve at least some of the contested ballots," Haft said Tuesday. "They refused to engage in any sort of reasonable discussions."
But Compass Coffee United has followed NLRB's guidelines when challenging ballots, Babin said. "We are in full compliance with the law and disturbed that Michael Haft seems to think the law does not apply to all of us. If his fleet of new hires are eligible according to NLRB guidelines, he has nothing to worry about," he said.
The NLRB doesn't identify which representatives -- whether from Compass or the union -- challenged each individual ballot. But Haft said union representatives "challenged every single person who voted that wasn't part of the organizing committee."
Babin called Haft's claim "100 percent untrue," but declined to specify how many ballots they challenged. Babin said one of the only two unchallenged voters at his location near the White House was a new hire, not a member of the organizing committee. Compass disputed the legitimacy of at least two workers at the Spring Valley cafe who were apparently not on the eligible voter list, Haft said.
Each challenged ballot was sealed in an individual envelope, with the stated reason it was being challenged.
After agreement from both sides, some of the ballots are being challenged based on whether a person who voted is considered a supervisor, employees who are generally not allowed to be union members. Babin said he is confident that the NLRB will rule that Compass supervisor ballots are valid because the agency defines a supervisor as someone with authority over hiring and firing, which Compass store managers have, not supervisors.

Compass Coffee co-founder and CEO Michael Haft. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post) 


The accusations lodged against Compass come during an unprecedented wave of unionization efforts at coffee shops across the country. As workers started organizing at Starbucks outlets, the coffee giant was accused of, among other tactics, hiring more workers to dilute a vote.
Organizers at Compass began pushing for a union in October 2022. Among their demands, they want the company to reinstate credit card tipping and 401(k) retirement plans, both of which Compass previously offered.
The fight took a turn after May 31 this year, when organizers said they noticed droves of new hires being added to the payroll in the wake of the unionization announcement. Union organizers have alleged that many of the recent hires have personal ties to Compass leadership. Organizers distributed a list to the media of new employees, including the co-founder and other executives of Union Kitchen, the D.C. food-business accelerator with its own history of union troubles; a federal-affairs employee with Uber; and the wife and mother-in-law of Haft.
However, nearly all of the high-profile new hires were absent from the final list of voters that Compass submitted to the NLRB on Sunday. According to stipulated election agreements signed by Compass and union organizers, employees must have worked at least 52 hours in the 13 weeks before July 14 to be eligible to vote on the union. The preliminary voter roll Compass submitted to the NLRB on June 18 included 167 employees, but that number dropped by 37 -- or about 22 percent -- in the final voter rolls submitted Sunday.
The union has also alleged that some new employees appear to be vulnerable people who would be reluctant to support a union at the risk of losing their jobs. The final voter list includes a number of new employees The Washington Post confirmed via phone calls. They include a single mother from Southeast Washington working to support her 1-year-old son; a man who does not speak English; and at least one person who was recently released from prison -- which union organizers say is a departure from the people they've typically seen on staff.
Union organizers have suggested Compass will fire vulnerable workers after the vote if unionization efforts fail. Haft said he has no such intention. Haft declined to share details about the number of new workers hired since May 31, but said the company hired workers to fill empty positions and prepare for new store openings, including three more locations expected to open by the end of the year. For the most part, he also declined to talk about individual hires.
The union has lodged a number of complaints since the hiring spree, including allegations that Compass has fired or reduced the hours of workers in retaliation for their union support. Union organizers have even set up a GoFundMe campaign to help the workers. Haft denied all the allegations.
Both sides said they were hopeful about their chances before the NLRB and the election results.
"I'm pretty confident that we're going to be successful in all those challenges," Haft said.
Babin was equally confident.
"I feel very optimistic about what this means for the rest of the challenged ballots," Babin said. "So while the path forward is definitely daunting, we're feeling more at ease."
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A vice president with facial hair? Vance would be the first in decades.
Herbert Hoover's No. 2, the mustachioed Charles Curtis, was the last vice president to sport facial hair. 
By Maria Luisa Paul | 2024-07-17

Vice-presidential nominee Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio) works the convention floor on the first day of the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee on July 15. (Melina Mara/The Washington Post)


It's no secret that Donald Trump has an aversion to facial hair.
Famously attuned to appearances, the former president once told his son Donald Trump Jr. to ditch his pandemic beard. He was believed to have considered scruff a negative while selecting members of his administration in 2016. His distaste is so well-known that when Sen. J.D. Vance (R-Ohio) was reported to be on his vice-presidential shortlist, reporters pressed Trump on whether he could deal with the firebrand senator sporting a beard.
When the Republican presidential aspirant announced Vance as his running mate on Monday, it wasn't a big step just for him. It was also a big step for the United States, which hasn't had a vice president or vice-presidential candidate with facial hair in decades. The last one was the mustachioed Charles Curtis, who was on the Republican ticket in 1932 with Herbert Hoover.
In other words, Vance, the nation's first millennial major party nominee, managed to also break the "beard barrier," or the long-held norm of only clean-shaven politicians vying for the highest office in the land. And, for the record, Trump told Fox News Radio that he thinks his running mate looks good with a beard -- "like a young Abraham Lincoln."
Matty Conrad, a master barber and founder of Victory Barber & Brand, told The Washington Post that Vance's scruff could mark a return to a century-old run of bearded politicians. It also reflects shifting style sensibilities.
"Facial hair is certainly no stranger to the Oval Office, though it's been seen as unprofessional and unkempt for a long time," he said. "But what we've seen, certainly within the last probably 15 years or so, has been a return to more of that kind of rougher, more masculine kind of appearance."
The swing from smooth-faced Founding Fathers, to hairy mid-19th-century leaders, to today's mostly scruff-free White House contenders coincides with historical trends, according to research by Christopher R. Oldstone-Moore, a historian and the author of "Of Beards and Men: The Revealing History of Facial Hair." Hairy faces were reviled during George Washington's age of powdered wigs. The Civil War coincided with a fad of lush beards -- which began fading away around the beginning of the 20th century, when rumors began swirling about facial hair spreading diseases.
A look through presidential and vice-presidential portraits, along with records from the Library of Congress, reveals the changing grooming trends. Aside from John Quincy Adams's elongated sideburns and Martin Van Buren's mutton chops, the first president to have facial hair was Lincoln -- who famously grew his beard after an 11-year-old girl sent him a letter in 1860 with some aesthetic advice: "All the ladies like whiskers and they would tease their husband's to vote for you and then you would be President."
Honest Abe, who served from 1861 to 1865, seems to have started a trend. After Lincoln, nine of the 11 next presidents sported some sort of beard or 'stache -- a streak that ended with William Howard Taft, who was in office from 1909 to 1913.
Vice presidents somewhat followed suit. The first with any facial hair was Schuyler Colfax, veep for fellow beard-haver Ulysses S. Grant from 1869 to 1873. Over the next 14 elections, seven men with facial hair -- mostly mustaches -- featured on the winning ticket, through Curtis in the 1928 election.
Curtis and Hoover lost their bid for reelection four years later. No nominee for veep has had facial hair since, and only two presidential nominees have: Charles Evans Hughes in 1916 and Thomas E. Dewey in 1944 and 1948. Both Republicans lost their races -- and, in Dewey's case, the mustache may have been part of the problem. It was something observers fixated on.
"They made the comment that Dewey looked like the groom figurine on the wedding cake," said Joel K. Goldstein, the Vincent C. Immel professor of law emeritus at the St. Louis University School of Law. "And that was kind of a cutting comment."
Goldstein, an author and scholar of the vice presidency, has admittedly not devoted much of his work to studying politicians' facial hair -- or lack thereof. But he said he was not surprised by the onslaught of attention that Vance's beard has brought to this year's presidential race. Personal appearance, he said, has long played a role in politics.
"Just look at the JFK versus Nixon debates. People who watched the debates thought that Kennedy had won, and people who listened on the radio thought that Nixon had won. And that's a function of Kennedy's appearance," Goldstein said.
And, he added, there's something about novelty that can be alluring to the public.
"It's like when you look at all the black-and-white presidential pictures, and suddenly around 1953 you see them in color," he said. "Or when all the vice presidents are men and all of the sudden you see Harris. It's different and it's striking."
Conrad, the master barber, said Vance's beard underlines how the pendulum has swung back in favor of facial hair. He said that a well-kept beard today can serve as a confidence booster -- "even if before it was viewed as hippie or yuppie or for slobs and mountain guys." He described it as the equivalent of the makeup technique known as contouring, in that it can help define and shape a face.
For Vance, the beard is what Conrad said he "would call a maturity beard." The vice-presidential hopeful was smooth-faced and had a boyish look when he rose to fame in 2016 after publishing the memoir "Hillbilly Elegy." He stayed that way for years, before debuting the full beard while running for Senate in 2022.

J.D. Vance, without a beard, in 2017. (Astrid Riecken for The Washington Post)


Neither the Trump campaign nor a spokesperson for Vance responded to The Post's request for comment on the VP pick's facial hair. Vance does not appear to have gone on the record about it. But the beard has been a source of public fascination for years, with some seeing it as a sign of his transformation from "Hillbilly Elegy" author and "Never Trumper" to one of the 45th president's fiercest allies.
Even one of Vance's law school friends said the new look "occupied an outsized amount of my attention," The Post reported in a 2022 magazine piece.
"He looks different," the friend said. "He's going for a kind of severe masculinism thing. He looks like Donald Trump Jr."
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Incumbents see cash advantage in competitive Virginia congressional races
The latest campaign finance reports show a cash advantage for incumbents but Democrats outpacing Republicans in a pair of open seats in Northern Virginia.
By Gregory S. Schneider, Antonio Olivo | 2024-07-17

An election official puts up a notice outlining voter rights in the 5th Congressional District in Lynchburg, Va., for the June 18 primary election. (Craig Hudson for The Washington Post)


RICHMOND -- Money is flowing into Virginia's most competitive congressional races this year, with the latest campaign finance reports showing a cash advantage for incumbents but Democrats outpacing Republicans in a pair of open seats in Northern Virginia.
In the only statewide race on the fall ballot, incumbent Sen. Tim Kaine (D-Va.) reported a significant fundraising lead over his Republican challenger, Hung Cao. With recent polls suggesting that purple Virginia is in play in this year's presidential contest, holding onto Kaine's seat will be crucial for any Democratic hopes of maintaining their thin majority in the Senate.
For the one-month reporting period that ended June 30, Kaine received contributions of almost $882,000 compared with about $561,000 for Cao, according to filings this week with the Federal Election Commission. That left Kaine with more than $7.8 million in cash on hand, while Cao reported having a little under $410,000 in cash remaining.
This week's campaign finance reports completed the second quarterly filing period for federal candidates. For the full quarter, Kaine reported raising a total of about $2.9 million, which included money from political action committees as well as contributions from individuals.
Over the same quarter, Cao reported raising a total of just over $1 million.
In the Northern Virginia race to succeed Rep. Jennifer Wexton (D-Va.), Democratic state Sen. Suhas Subramanyam (Loudoun) raised 10 times as much his Republican opponent Mike Clancy during June, collecting nearly $240,000 through his principal campaign committee, according to its most recent campaign finance reports. A joint fundraising committee raising funds for Subramanyam and other Democrats in Virginia collected $88,700.
Subramanyam's campaign had $156,000 in available cash, while Clancy's had $28,300.
Subramanyam received $41,000 from PACs and relied heavily on donations from outside the district, including from other states, according to his campaign committee's most recent report, which covers the month of June.
He garnered $3,300 donations -- the federal limit on individual donations to candidates -- from a health company executive in Los Altos Hills, Calif.; the co-chair of a private investment firm in Charlottesville; and an executive of the Five Guys hamburger chain who lives in Aldie, Va.
Several donations also came from South Asian donors, a reflection of the heavy support Subramanyam has received from that community in his 10th District bid to become Virginia's first South Asian representative in Congress. A PAC affiliated with the Indian American Impact advocacy group has so far this year spent $265,000 in support of Subramanyam's candidacy.
Subramanyam said the possibility of making history has fueled the support from around the country.
"We knew that people would take interest in the historic nature of this campaign, and we've continued to hear that my background in tech and in the Obama administration is leading to nationwide support," he said in a statement.
Clancy, a tech company executive, is entering the summer with $250,000 in loans he made to himself still not returned.
His largest donations of $3,300 each came from business executives, including the founder of a glass and glazing subcontractor who lives in Bluemont, Va., and the treasurer of an industrial real estate company in Winchester.
After a relatively slow fundraising period before and after the June primary election, Clancy's campaign manager said they expected to "kick it into high gear" in the coming weeks.
In the more competitive race to replace Rep. Abigail Spanberger (D-Va.) in the 7th District, Democrat Eugene Vindman outraised his Republican opponent, Derrick Anderson.
Vindman -- a retired U.S. Army colonel who, along with his twin brother Lt. Col. Alexander Vindman, is known as a whistleblower during former president Donald Trump's first impeachment -- collected $2.4 million during the month, with about 2 percent coming from PACs. Anderson, a former Army Green Beret, raised $155,000, with slightly more than a third coming from PACs. A joint fundraising committee raising funds for Anderson and other Republican congressional candidates in multiple states collected $11 million.
Vindman had $2.2 million in available cash. Anderson had $461,000, though his campaign still owed $246,000 in loans and other debts.
Both candidates also relied in part on donations from outside Virginia.
Contributions of $3,300 each poured in for Vindman from New York and Massachusetts, while smaller amounts came from Rhode Island, Maryland and Colorado.
Several of Anderson's largest donors live in Colorado, Texas or New York, while smaller donations came from Kentucky, Tennessee and South Dakota. During his primary election bid, Vindman received $1.3 million in outside support from the VoteVets and Protect Progress PACs. Anderson got a combined $885,000 in outside support from the American Patriots PAC and the Republican Congressional Leadership Fund.
In another potentially close race drawing national attention, Rep. Jen Kiggans (R-Va.) has a big bankroll to defend her Virginia Beach-based seat against Democratic challenger Missy Cotter Smasal.
Kiggans, a geriatric nurse practitioner and retired Navy helicopter pilot, reported raising a total of just over $490,000 for the one-month period that just ended, including almost $359,000 from individuals and almost $132,000 from PACs. That left her with nearly $2.5 million in cash on hand.
Cotter Smasal, also a Navy veteran in this military-heavy district, raised a similar amount for June, at just over $480,000. Most of her contributions -- more than $401,000 -- came from individuals, with a little more than $74,000 from PACs. She ended the period with slightly under $585,000 in cash available.
The 2nd Congressional District seat is considered highly competitive, with Republicans eager to defend it to maintain their majority in the House and Democrats hoping to flip it in pursuit of their own majority.
Both candidates also picked up donors from across Virginia and other states. Kiggans posted maximum contributions from GOP megadonor Stephen Schwarzman of New York -- chairman of the Blackstone private equity firm -- and Cotter Smasal got a similar contribution from California tech investor and Democratic donor Reid Hoffman.
In the hotly contested 5th District Republican primary race between Rep. Bob Good (R-Va.) and challenger state Sen. John J. McGuire III (R-Goochland), the incumbent is behind McGuire in state-certified results by a razor-thin margin -- he has requested a recount -- and was slightly outraised by his opponent. Both candidates' fundraising, though, was swamped by some $10.7 million in outside contributions from national PACs, which turned the primary into one of the most expensive in the country, according to an analysis by OpenSecrets.
Good, a founding member of the conservative Freedom Caucus who fell out of favor when he initially endorsed Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) over Trump for the GOP presidential nomination, had raised a total of almost $1.35 million for his campaign by the end of June.
That included about $158,000 in the final month, and Good wound up with just over $211,000 in cash on hand.
McGuire raised a total of just over $1.4 million, including almost $116,000 in the final month, to finish with a little more than $130,000 in cash on hand. The seat is considered safely Republican, so it is not likely to be competitive in November.
Olivo reported from Washington.
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Gold bar scammers bilk nearly $1M from Maryland woman, police say
Fraudsters steal nearly $1 million from 82-year-old woman in gold bar scam, Montgomery County police say.
By Dan Morse | 2024-07-17

An example of gold bars not related to the case. (Michael Probst/AP)


For the second time in four months, police in Maryland say, fraudsters running a complicated scam involving gold bars bilked a Montgomery County resident out of more than $780,000.
The man charged in the new case, Zhenyong Weng, 19, was ordered held without bond Tuesday.
"A major crime in my eyes," Montgomery District Judge Aileen Oliver said. "It's stealing from a senior citizen at a time in their life when they need financial support."
Investigators accused Weng of being a "courier" in a scam that set up furtive gold bar exchanges in parking lots and used code words like "watermelon" to communicate. The group took more than $900,000 in gold bars and money from their target -- an 82-year-old woman -- and nearly got another $2.6 million, according to court filings. As in the earlier case, police said, investigators learned of the fraud scheme, turned the tables on the alleged scammers by disguising themselves as a victim and arrested a suspect after he pulled into a parking lot thinking he was getting more gold bars. There is no indication from court filings that the cases are related.

The Montgomery County District Courthouse, in Rockville, Md. (Dan Morse/The Washington Post)


Weng's defense attorney, while arguing Tuesday his client should be released from jail pending further court proceedings, noted his client was accused only of trying to make a pickup. "It's certainly not that a $900,000 fraud scheme of an 82-year-old in Montgomery County isn't serious conduct," said the attorney, Andrew Treske, "I think the question is, 'What was Mr. Weng's involvement?'"
Treske said there is no indication Weng set up the scam or communicated with the mastermind behind it.
The judge questioned how he'd be in the dark.
"So he drove from New York down here to pick up a package from an elderly woman and doesn't know there's probably something illegal going on?" Oliver wondered. "I don't know."
In court filings, investigators described the scam much like one in March that resulted in a resident of Montgomery County's Leisure World community getting bilked out of $789,000.
In the new case, the woman was working at her computer when she received a "website alert" claiming that "criminals had flagged her computer, bank account, and social security number," investigators wrote in court papers. She called a provided number and was told that many others had also been hit and she needed to secure her money. Around April 22, police say, a person from the group using the name "Tracy" convinced the victim to  transfer $46,000 into another account "to prevent Russia from stealing it," investigators asserted. The scammers later persuaded her to  purchase gold bars from legitimate precious-metal dealers and have them sent to her home.
In court filings, detectives described the ruse broadly as a "government impostor scam," whereby fraudsters pretend to be officials from the FBI, Department of Justice, Treasury Department, Federal Trade Commission or other agencies. They convince targets their bank holdings aren't safe and they should liquidate into gold bars, cashiers checks or cash itself. Once gold bars arrive at the victim's homes, the scammers convince their targets to hand them over -- doing so in meetings cloaked in secrecy because of the supposed criminals moving in on them -- all with the understanding the targets will get their holdings back when things are safe.
"Doctors, lawyers, executives. I've seen pretty much any victim," FBI Supervisory Special Agent Keith Custer said of gold bar and related scams, adding, "Once the victim is on the hook, the scammer will keep going."
In the case involving Weng, police say, a man posing as an "undercover agent" met the victim at a Wendy's restaurant on May 3 and took possession of $266,948.75 worth of gold bars. The scammers then convinced her to buy several hundred thousand dollars more in gold bars, met her at a shopping center, and stole it, according to police.
Still on the hook, and still scared she would lose her savings if she didn't act, the woman purchased $2.55 million more in gold bars from a company based in Massachusetts. But she grew suspicious, police say, and the new gold orders were stopped before they were shipped. As the woman began working with detectives, she spoke with the scammers, according to court records. The courier eventually agreed to pick up a gold bar from her, valued at about $75,000, on July 15.
But the courier was instead heading into a sting operation, police say.
A detective "portrayed herself as the victim and placed a cardboard box, which was said to contain the gold bar, in the rear passenger seat of the victim's vehicle," according to charging documents.
The detective then drove to an arranged meeting spot, parked, and waited for a man to show up. He did so, saying the code word "watermelon," and opened a rear door, grabbed the box and left -- only to be quickly arrested by plainclothes officers who had the parking lot under surveillance, court documents said.
Weng was interviewed by detectives, "and made admissions that he was to meet the victim to pick up a package and was to get paid $500 to $1,000," police said.
While being booked into jail, Weng said he was born in China, lived with his mother in Brooklyn and had been there for seven years. He said he worked as a server as a Chinese restaurant. In court Tuesday, a corrections official said Weng would not provide his parents' contact information because he didn't want them to be called.
In the earlier case, Wenhui Sun, who was first arrested in March, was indicted on May 2 by a Montgomery County grand jury on four theft-related counts, according to court records. He remains held on no bond and has a Dec. 2 trial date set. 
Sun's attorney, Andrew Jezic, declined to comment Tuesday
Montgomery Police Detective Sean Petty, a financial crimes investigator, said the county's relative wealth may play a role in residents being targeted. He said the victims tend to be older, trusting, and have saved a lot of money. His advice: "If anyone contacts you via text message, email, phone call, or by any other means and says that they are with any federal/state agency and you need to purchase gold for safekeeping, you should immediately think that this is a scam."
And when in doubt, he added, call the police.
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Casa Ruby founder pleads guilty to diverting $150,000 in pandemic aid 
Ruby Corado was accused of diverting pandemic relief money from her nonprofit focused on homeless LGBTQ youth and spending it on herself.
By Spencer Hsu | 2024-07-17

Ruby Corado founded Casa Ruby, a bilingual LGBTQ organization and shelter in Washington, D.C., in 2004. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


Ruby Corado, whose D.C. nonprofit focusing on homeless LGBTQ youths once served as many as 6,000 people a year, pleaded guilty Wednesday to one count of wire fraud after admitting that she diverted at least $150,000 of pandemic relief funds meant to support indigent clients to her private offshore bank accounts in El Salvador for her personal use.
Corado, 54, the founder of Casa Ruby, entered a plea deal in which she agreed to give up all proceeds traceable to her offense, and the government dropped a six-count complaint that led to her arrest in March. The wire fraud offense is punishable by up to 30 years in prison. But Corado would face far less time under advisory federal sentencing guidelines, which prosecutors estimated would fall between 33 to 41 months behind bars, and her defense placed at 15 to 21 months.
U.S. District Judge Trevor N. McFadden eased Corado's home detention to a nightly curfew with GPS monitoring pending sentencing Jan. 10.
Asked by McFadden whether she was guilty, Corado replied yes, but added, "I just want the opportunity with my attorneys to show you, judge, what the funds were used for."
Corado said the diverted money was only about "15 percent" of the aid she got, adding, "85 percent were used for the intended purpose."
Assistant U.S. Attorney Madhu Chugh disagreed, saying the $150,000 was a floor and that prosecutors would argue the difference at sentencing. In plea papers, Corado agreed that the money is spent or not otherwise recoverable.
"It was the purpose of the scheme and artifice that [Corado] would obtain money and other property from government-supported pandemic relief programs on behalf of Casa Ruby and misappropriate those funds for her own personal benefit," prosecutors said in charging papers.
Corado's plea to reduced charges marked the fall of a local charitable figure whose nonprofit once drew millions of dollars in grants a year and employed about 50 people. Casa Ruby was founded in 2004, and shut its doors in July 2022 after a Washington Post report raised questions about possible financial mismanagement.
In a lawsuit filed in November 2022 that is still pending, the D.C. attorney general's office formally accused Corado of diverting hundreds of thousands of dollars and violating District laws by paying workers less than the minimum wage and not paying workers all of the wages they earned. A court-appointed receiver sued the group's board, alleging that its lack of oversight enabled Corado to embezzle more than $800,000, increase her own salary and open an office in El Salvador, all without board approval. The case is pending.
Corado allegedly fled the country after the allegations but was arrested March 6 at a hotel in Laurel, Md. The FBI accused her of bank fraud, wire fraud, laundering of monetary instruments, monetary transactions in criminally derived proceeds and failure to file a report of a foreign bank account.
In plea papers, the government agreed to drop the other counts after Corado pleaded guilty to the wire fraud, admitting that she "knowingly devised a scheme to obtain money by false pretenses" and acted with intent to defraud.
Corado admitted that she received $956,215 in two pandemic relief loans in 2020 and 2021 from the Paycheck Protection Program and the Economic Injury Disaster Loan program, and transferred $180,000 of the money to bank accounts held in El Salvador under her birth name that were hidden from the IRS.
She acknowledged promising to use the money under program rules and not to transfer it to others or to use any portion to relocate outside of the United States, but that she instead transferred sums for "her personal benefit." Corado passed the money through her consulting company, TIGlobal, prosecutors said.
In earlier hearings, federal defender Diane Shrewsbury argued that Corado's move was part of a years-long plan to open an international branch of Casa Ruby. When that failed, Shrewsbury said, Corado returned to the United States looking for work and intending to stay in the country where she has lived for 35 years and is a legal permanent resident. Her father and sisters are in the D.C. area, as is the family of her husband, a U.S. citizen who grew up in the area.
"Although the defendant was once a leading charitable figure in our community, she betrayed the trust of the donors who supported her, the District, and federal government that funded her, and the very community she claimed to serve," Assistant U.S. Attorney John Borchert wrote in a March court filing.
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D.C.-area forecast: Historic heat wave culminates with storms later today
Scattered storms could be strong to severe this afternoon into evening, then more typical July warmth tomorrow into the weekend.
By Dan Stillman | 2024-07-17

An intensely hot Monday on the National Mall. (Joe Flood/Flickr)


*Heat advisory today from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. | Flood watch from 2 p.m. to midnight*
9:25 a.m. update: Based on the latest data, the best chance of strong to severe storms today looks to be around 3 to 10 p.m., although a shower or storm is possible before and after. See below for our full forecast.
A somewhat subjective rating of the day's weather, on a scale of 0 to 10.
3/10: Still scorching, but slightly less so than the past few days. A point for that, and a couple more for the cold front that will end this historic heat wave, but probably spark strong to severe storms during the afternoon into evening.
We've got one more day today of this ridiculous heat, though maybe not as ridiculous as the past few days, before a stretch of more tolerable July warmth tomorrow into the weekend. The cold front ushering in the end of this historic heat wave will probably touch off scattered strong to severe storms this afternoon into the evening. Rain chances are lower Thursday and Friday, and then more uncertain this weekend.

(The Washington Post)


Today (Wednesday): Plenty of morning sunshine, but increasing afternoon clouds and developing storms should cap highs lower than the past few days. Most spots should still reach the mid-90s to near 100, and with continued high humidity the heat index peaks near or above 105. As a cold front approaches, scattered showers and thunderstorms are likely during the afternoon into evening. Some could be strong to severe with damaging winds and flooding. Confidence: Medium-High
Tonight: Scattered showers and storms remain possible during the evening, with lower chances overnight. Lows settle in the low to mid-70s with partly to mostly cloudy skies. Confidence: Medium
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram for the latest weather updates. Keep reading for the forecast through the weekend.
Tomorrow (Thursday): The front should advance far enough to our south to allow drier air to move in from the north. Along with the decreasing humidity, we're looking at partly sunny skies and noticeably cooler highs in the mid-80s to near 90. Can't rule out an isolated shower or storm, especially south and east of D.C. Confidence: Medium-High
Tomorrow night: Partly cloudy, not too muggy and a bit cooler than recent nights with lows in the mid-60s to low 70s. Confidence: High
A rather run-of-the-mill summer Friday, and that's just fine by us. With the front off to our south, we're partly sunny with tolerable humidity as afternoon highs head for the mid-80s to near 90. The humidity may start trending higher again Friday night with lows in the upper 60s to low 70s. Confidence: Medium-High
The weekend isn't a terribly confident forecast, because it's uncertain if the front to our south will come back north toward us. If it does, that would bring a chance of showers and storms back into the forecast. Either way, the humidity is probably more noticeable again with Saturday highs in the upper 80s to near 90, and Sunday highs near 90 to the low 90s. Confidence: Low-Medium
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Years into efforts to attract more Black players, MLB sees signs of hope
An exciting group of young players in the prospect ranks has baseball hopeful that its pipeline of Black talent is improving.
By Michael Lee | 2024-07-18

Philadelphia Phillies prospect Justin Crawford is eager to make it to the majors. (Sam Hodde/MLB Photos/Getty Images) 


LAKEWOOD, N.J. -- Justin Crawford has the kind of speed that comes with a warning label. The kind of speed that makes an infielder come up from a diving stab and concede the base hit rather than waste a throw. The kind of speed that turns a steal of third base into a run because it makes a catcher panic and hurl the ball into left field.
Though he has speed to burn, Crawford isn't in a hurry. The 20-year-old prospect in the Philadelphia Phillies' farm system has learned that what he wants -- to reach the majors like his father, four-time all-star outfielder Carl Crawford -- requires patience. Nothing will happen before its time.
"It's just being in the moment, being where your two feet are," Crawford said recently while sitting in the stands at ShoreTown Ballpark before taking the field for the Phillies' high Class A affiliate, the Jersey Shore BlueClaws. "My mom always says, 'Shoot for the stars; land on the clouds.' So, dream big and visualize it. I got a lot of different goals, but I think my biggest one right now is first getting there."
Crawford is representative of a group of young, Black American players who are quietly developing in the minors and collegiate ranks. While the percentage of Black players in the majors has plummeted to historic lows in recent years, there are encouraging signs that change is coming -- aided, it appears, by recent MLB initiatives to improve the sport's pipeline of Black talent.
"I don't get discouraged in terms of the numbers at the major league level because I know what's on the horizon," said Tony Reagins, MLB's chief baseball development officer. "We're in a good place. I know we have some talented, young baseball players that are going to make some noise in the future here. There's some excitement brewing."

Crawford catches a flyball during the all-star Futures Game on July 13. (Richard Rodriguez/Getty Images)


Only 57 Black American players were on Opening Day rosters -- just 6 percent of MLB -- a far cry from three decades ago, when nearly one in five MLB players was Black. But there were another 27 Black players on 40-man rosters who are currently in the minors or already have been called up.
The all-star break provided further evidence of a positive trend. Nine Black American players, including Crawford, made the rosters for the All-Star Futures Game, which featured 50 of MLB's top prospects. During the draft Sunday, eight Black Americans were among the first 21 players selected -- on the heels of 10 of the top 50 in 2023, 13 of the top 100 in 2022 and 12 of the top 100 in 2021.
And when MLB held its inaugural Spring Breakout minor league showcase in March, 9.5 percent of the players were Black, with 30 of the 74 Black players being alumni of MLB Develops programs, such as the MLB Youth Academy, Breakthrough Series, Dream Series and the Hank Aaron Invitational.
From Michael Harris II, the electrifying Atlanta Braves outfielder who was the National League rookie of the year in 2022, to Hunter Greene, the flamethrowing right-hander for the Cincinnati Reds who made his first all-star team this season, the success stories from those programs are beginning to pile up. There are more on the way.

Hunter Greene of the Cincinnati Reds throws a pitch against the Detroit Tigers on July 6. (Andy Lyons/Getty Images)


MLB is the most diverse of the four major North American sports, but as Black American athletes have maintained a dominant presence in the NFL and the NBA, they have slowly abandoned America's pastime.
The reasons for the steady downturn are varied. Some are cultural, some systemic. The cost of equipment and travel baseball. The slower process of reaching the big leagues. Limited scholarship opportunities for non-revenue-producing collegiate sports. And, the fact that success in baseball goes hand-in-hand with struggle. "The higher you get, the harder it gets," Harris said earlier this season. "Unless you grow into it, it's not really as fun. Playing this game, you have to be mentally tough."
MLB Develops programs work to prevent young Black players from giving up on the game prematurely by providing financial resources and training from former major league players and coaches. They also identify and platform talent through high-profile showcases and tournaments that allow them to be seen. More than 25 percent of the Black players on Opening Day rosters took part in at least one of those programs.
Reagins, a former general manager for the Los Angeles Angels, joined Commissioner Rob Manfred's office in 2015 with an objective to improve baseball participation at a grass-roots level, to ensure there always will be a considerable pool of talent. Those efforts have resulted in baseball reaching its highest participation rate nationwide since 2008, according to the most recent Sports & Fitness Industry Association's Topline Participation Report. But Reagins, who is Black, also understood that his position carried another purpose.
"I wanted to make sure that we have more talented African American players in the pipeline," he said while stressing that more work needs to be done. "I didn't want that pipeline to die."

Christian Moore, the eighth overall pick of the Los Angeles Angels in the first round of the 2024 MLB draft, poses with Commissioner Rob Manfred. (AP Photo/LM Otero)


The eight Black American players drafted in the first round Sunday was one shy of the nine taken in 2022 -- when, for the first time, four of the first five picks were Black. And all four -- Druw Jones (son of former Braves center fielder Andruw Jones), Kumar Rocker, Termarr Johnson and Elijah Green -- participated in at least one MLB Develops program.
Cam Collier, a power-hitting third baseman who was named MVP of Saturday's All-Star Futures Game, was taken 18th by the Cincinnati Reds that year, one spot behind Crawford.
"It's pretty cool being able to be a part of the new wave," Collier said. "It's something to look forward to."
Collier, 19, is in his third minor league season and is playing for the Dayton Dragons, the Reds' high Class A affiliate. He has faced humbling experiences but also has smacked 13 home runs this season, impressing scouts and reinforcing what he has always been told by his father, former big leaguer Lou Collier, and mentors Marquis Grissom and Marvin Freeman: The spotlight won't arrive without some dark days.
"It definitely put me ahead of the curve," said Collier, who reclassified a year early to enter the 2022 draft. "I'm failing for the first time."

Cincinnati Reds prospect Cam Collier celebrates his solo home run during the all-star Futures Game July 13. (Richard Rodriguez/Getty Images)


But Collier also has a support system that was enhanced by his participation in MLB Develops programs, which are set up to help big league hopefuls understand what's ahead as they advance. They also get to be around other Black players with similar ambitions and experiences of isolation as one of the few players -- or the only one -- who look like them on their travel or high school teams.
"Once you get in that kind of setting where it's all Black players, you know how we talk [trash] amongst each other and kind of challenge each other. You're going to get called out. You're going to get teased a little bit," said Grissom, an instructor in three MLB Develops programs. "But you really find out who you are as a player, and you realize how much you need to work."
Crawford, 20, had the desire to play in the majors ever since he could remember; he grew up shadowing his father in major league clubhouses. He also had the means to chase his dream if there never had been MLB Develops but remains grateful for what the programs provided -- he was able to showcase his talent and forge friendships that have lasted since middle school. They also probably gave him some bragging rights over his father, who was a second-round pick.
"We're really, really competitive in our family," Crawford said with a laugh. "My dad still thinks he's faster than me."
Whenever he has a tough stretch at the plate and finds himself on the phone with his parents wondering if he will ever break out, or when he's taking an eight-hour bus ride to spend a week in a less-than-glamorous location, Crawford is reminded of the need for patience. But he hopes that he and many other talented Black players in the minors and college won't be hidden much longer -- like the Cuban-link gold chain he can't keep tucked beneath his jersey while terrorizing the base paths.
"It really kind of just goes back to aspiring to have those certain goals and knowing that it is somewhat of a ways away," Crawford said. "Just being present and then next thing you know, slowly but surely, you end up being a little bit closer."
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It's not easy to be an MLB player who doesn't play. Here's how Nasim Nunez copes.
"It's been hard, not going to lie," the Nationals' Nasim Nunez said. "I'm used to playing every day. My whole life, I've played every day for whatever team I've been on."
By Andrew Golden | 2024-07-18

The Washington Nationals selected Nasim Nunez in the Rule 5 draft in December. (John McDonnell/AP) 


Nasim Nunez doesn't play a lot. He has appeared in just 21 games for the Washington Nationals this season, primarily as a pinch runner or a defensive replacement. He has one hit in 13 at-bats. All of which is to say that drills, practice, pregame infield work, whatever -- that all matters to him. Because for Nunez, 23, that's often as close as he gets to a real game.
Before the Nationals take the field, third base coach Ricky Gutierrez tries his best to replicate a game day environment for Nunez, peppering him with scenarios he might see if he were playing regularly. Sometimes, there's a runner on second base. Other times, there are runners on the corners. Or it's possible the bases are loaded.
The goal is to keep Nunez sharp and ready, in case his name is called. Even those fake scenarios can be exhausting in real life. In Tampa last month, after he finished another day of practice, Nunez leaned on the dugout, out of breath. Gutierrez spotted him and smirked. "Twenty-five groundballs and you're tired?" he joked as Nunez laughed.
"It's been hard, not going to lie," Nunez said. "I'm used to playing every day. My whole life, I've played every day for whatever team I've been on. It's a learning experience. It shows me a lot watching the big leagues behind the scenes, almost."
The Nationals selected Nunez in the Rule 5 draft in December; they were enamored with his defensive skills. But his hitting was always a work in progress -- he had a .233 batting average across four minor league seasons.
Nunez's status as a Rule 5 pick means Washington has to carry him on its roster for the entire season or risk returning him to the Miami Marlins, who selected him in the second round of the 2019 draft. That leaves Washington Manager Dave Martinez with one fewer bench spot to use.
There would be value in having another offensive option, especially as the Nationals struggle at the plate. Nunez isn't necessarily blocking a prospect, but it's hard not to think he and the Nationals would mutually benefit from Nunez getting reps in the minors. That just won't happen in 2024, given the circumstances.
Gutierrez said he and Nunez have developed a tight relationship, akin to a father-son bond. Nunez said Gutierrez has helped him get through the tough days when he's angry about his lack of playing time. Gutierrez often can see it in Nunez's face or hear it in his tone. In those moments, Gutierrez will sit down with Nunez and try to get his mind off baseball.
He also tries to remind Nunez there are many players who would love to be in his shoes, though he certainly empathizes with how the shortstop is feeling. And there is part of him that likes that Nunez is upset -- because that means he cares.
"It's tough because he's a competitor and he wants to be out there to compete," Gutierrez said. "The good thing is he has a great mind-set when he comes out here and works every day hard. ... Defensively, he's phenomenal. He's something special. He has special gifts."
Nunez grew up with a glove on his hand, eager and happy to be fielding grounders. That kind of work didn't feel like practice to him, he said, and his talent grew because of it. That attitude persists today. On Sundays, when most teams don't do pregame work, Nunez will drag Gutierrez outside to take groundballs. On days when Nunez is down on himself, Gutierrez returns the favor.
But now, that desire to improve has translated to the offensive side. Nunez joked he has always hated hitting. During spring training, Nunez remembers outfielder James Wood, who made his major league debut in early July, asking him to come to the cage with him. Nunez said no, and when Wood asked why, Nunez jokingly responded, "Because I suck at it." "Well, don't suck at it,"  Wood responded. "Keep doing it."
Nunez realized repetition helped him improve so much defensively when he was growing up. This season, he has developed a love for hitting similar to what he has for fielding. Batting practice brings a joy he didn't feel before. He notices when he can get to pitches he couldn't before or he swings with more authority.
This season has given Nunez more than just practical baseball skills. The big leagues seemed intimidating when he was in the minors, but now Nunez watches games from the dugout and believes he belongs. Playing sparsely taught him about mental strength and how to channel his emotions into positives when circumstances are out of his control. He hopes one day Gutierrez won't have to make up scenarios. He doesn't try to think about when that time will come. Instead, he'll keep practicing until it's his turn.
"I try to stay away from that because it makes me angry," Nunez said. "It really does. I want to get out there and compete, and I know I can help the team. So I just try to keep my positive thoughts. ... I believe that the work I'm doing and the fun I'm having right now will translate."
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At least Rory McIlroy talked after brutal first round at the British Open
McIlroy's major championship drought will likely continue after he shoots a 78 at Royal Troon.
By Chuck Culpepper | 2024-07-18

Rory McIlroy had a long day for his first round at the British Open on Thursday. (Robert Perry/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


TROON, Scotland -- An official with the merciless job of coordinating interviews between reticent golfers and curious reporters popped into the tent midafternoon on Thursday with a quick announcement: Once Rory McIlroy completed No. 18 and his first round at the 152nd British Open, he would take three questions.
It marked an uptick.
When last coping with a gutting major disappointment, one of the most congenial pros ever seen fled his REM nightmare at Pinehurst by whooshing off the premises in a courtesy car, replacing the thousand words he might have spoken with a picture worth all of them. As he spoke amiably after his opening 7-over-par 78 on Thursday, another major and another major year looked done for him.
The streak nobody saw coming in after 2014 seemed primed to reach 38 majors strewn across 10 golf seasons. "I mean, all I need is to focus on tomorrow and try to make the cut," he said. "That's all I can focus on."
Royal Troon, where McIlroy finished tied for fifth at 4 under par at the 2016 Open even as that left him, like so many others, way behind winner Henrik Stenson and runner-up Phil Mickelson, had dashed him straightaway. It had done so just as his game seemed more than fine even with his mini-collapse to second place at the U.S. Open, and just as aficionados wondered if he might replicate his trajectory from 2011 when he, at 21 and then 22, crumbled from ahead at the Masters only to dominate the U.S. Open at Congressional. The answer looked very much like a no, and Troon looked very much like a prankster.
"The conditions are very difficult in a wind that we haven't seen so far this week," he said. "I guess when that happens, you play your practice rounds, you have a strategy that you think is going to help you get around the golf course, but then when you get a wind you haven't played in, it starts to present different options and you start to think about maybe hitting a few clubs that you haven't hit in practice. Yeah, just one of those days when I just didn't adapt well enough to the conditions."
That feeling went around, rather as a throwback to days when golfers didn't maul courses so much. By late afternoon, the best score remained Justin Thomas's 3-under-par 68. Bryson DeChambeau, the one who pipped McIlroy at the end to win that U.S. Open, began with a 5-over-par 76.
"Yeah, it's a completely different test," DeChambeau said. "I didn't get any practice in it, and I didn't really play much in the rain." He mentioned having finished eight in 2022 at St Andrews and said, "I can do it when it's warm and not windy."
McIlroy's 78 became his harshest opening score in a major since the famed 2019 Open in Northern Ireland, when the pressure of a first major in his homeland seemed to weigh on him until the scales said 79. He shot 80 in the first round at the 2018 U.S. Open at Shinnecock Hills on Long Island (and whisked off wordlessly from there as well), and he shot 78 and 77 to open the two U.S. Opens preceding that.
This time, he finished seven holes in fine shape at level par, but then the two most famous holes on the course snared him. First came the Postage Stamp, No. 8, the little 123-yard antagonizer, where a missed green meant a double bogey. Soon, just after a bogey on No. 10 for good measure, came Railway, No. 11, the monster beside the train tracks where McIlroy hit it out of bounds and tacked on another double.
"Yeah, difficult day," he said to question No. 1 in the interview area, a set of words he's had to utter more times than people used to expect.

Rory McIlroy shot a 7-over par 78 on Thursday. (Ross Kinnaird/Getty Images)
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Wizards' rebuild takes shape around Alex Sarr and Bub Carrington 
Sarr gained attention for an 0-for-15 shooting night, but he and Carrington have shown flashes of promise at Las Vegas Summer League.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-07-18

Alex Sarr, the No. 2 pick in the NBA draft by the Washington Wizards, has showcased his impressive defensive versatility at Las Vegas Summer League even as he has struggled to find his shooting touch. (David Becker/AP)


LAS VEGAS -- When the Washington Wizards trotted through Las Vegas Summer League last year, Jordan Poole and Kyle Kuzma posed side by side for the cameras as the freshly minted heirs to Bradley Beal. Washington's pitch then was that it was "reshaping" its roster following Beal's trade to the Phoenix Suns.
Twelve months and just 15 wins later, the Wizards no longer find themselves in an awkward transition period. Euphemisms are no longer required. Instead, Washington has plunged head first into a rebuilding effort with a pair of intriguing teenagers -- Alex Sarr and Bub Carrington -- as this summer's Sin City headliners.
Youth movements in the NBA bring promise and pain: Sarr and Carrington, the No. 2 and No. 14 picks in June's draft, experienced healthy doses of both during their first week on the court.
In the Wizards' Summer League opener Friday, a 94-88 victory over the Atlanta Hawks, Sarr claimed bragging rights over his French countryman Zaccharie Risacher, who went No. 1 in the draft. But Washington was blown out by the Houston Rockets, 109-91, on Sunday, and a Carrington-led comeback came up just short during an 82-80 loss to the Portland Trail Blazers on Tuesday. Taken together, the first three games made it clear why the Wizards targeted Sarr, a 7-foot big man, and Carrington, a 6-foot-5 wing, but also signaled a long season of development is ahead.
Sarr, 19, impressed with his end-to-end speed, lateral quickness and instincts on defense, looking comfortable defending in the post, roaming as a helper and stepping out to the perimeter against guards. He registered nine blocks in his first three games, rising high against Atlanta and Portland to swat shots hard off the glass.
"I always try to protect the rim," Sarr said. "If I have to smash it off the backboard, that's what I've got to do."
Cody Toppert, coach of the Wizards' Summer League team, hailed Sarr as the team's defensive "anchor" and a "really smart kid," while challenging him to be a more vocal leader.
Few big men in Las Vegas could match Sarr's defensive versatility, but he struggled mightily on offense in a showcase setting that typically favors shot-creating guards. Playing in game action for the first time since his season in Australia's National Basketball League ended March 13, Sarr couldn't find his shooting touch and found it difficult to create driving lanes when he operated on the perimeter.
Through three games, Sarr shot just 8 for 41 (19.5 percent) from the field, including a miserable 0-for-15 outing in his matchup with Portland's Donovan Clingan, the No. 7 pick who won back-to-back NCAA titles with Connecticut. The 7-foot-2 Clingan's presence inside encouraged Sarr to operate outside the paint, which is his natural preference.
Unless he can generate more scoring opportunities at the rim or exercise more careful shot selection, Sarr appears headed for an inefficient rookie campaign as a scorer. However, his comfort on the perimeter has enabled him to show off a nice passing touch to cutting teammates.
"We're definitely experimenting with how we use him," Toppert said. "He's got to continue to get in the fire and get in the battle. We dropped him off in the deep end, and he's working on everything. He had some really good looks [against Portland]. I think fatigue got the best of him a little bit."
Sarr brushed off his poor shooting against the Blazers as an "off night." Washington's decision to sign veteran center Jonas Valanciunas to a three-year, $30 million contract should ease the pressure on Sarr to deliver offense right away and give Coach Brian Keefe the ability to pack the paint with lineups that feature both big men together.
"I will have more of a hybrid role," Sarr said when asked whether he expected to play power forward or center more often this season. "I don't see myself as a fully outside player or a fully inside player. I'll just take what the defense gives you and adjusting to every play."

Washington Wizards center Alex Sarr's perimeter-oriented offensive game remains a work in progress. (David Becker/AP)


Carrington, meanwhile, hardly looked like an 18-year-old who just completed a one-and-done season at Pittsburgh. The smooth scoring guard boasts advanced skills as a shot-creator thanks to his ballhandling ability and well-honed shooting motion. Though he was streaky at times, he looked comfortable shooting off the dribble from beyond the arc.
The Baltimore native tallied 19 points and eight assists against Atlanta, then notched 18 points in the loss to Houston. His teammates and coaching staff were left impressed by his ability to handle defensive pressure and keep Washington's offense organized. With Malcolm Brogdon and Poole projected as the Wizards' lead ballhandlers this season, Carrington should find time as a complementary scorer in a wing rotation that lost Deni Avdija.
In another display of Carrington's composure, he posted 20 points and five assists in the loss to Portland despite being held in check throughout the first half. In the closing seconds, he came up with a steal in the backcourt and nearly forced overtime with a pull-up jumper that rimmed off at the buzzer. Toppert praised Carrington's ability to "stay in the present moment" and avoid letting "past frustrations" dictate his decisions, adding that his confidence makes him an "X-factor" in late-game situations.
"I'm about competing to the end," Carrington said. "I grew up that way. I was bred that way. I've always been taught to play to the last whistle. I wish I would have hit the shot. I'm showing people that the Wizards traded for me [on draft day] for a reason. I'm showing people that I belong in this league, too."
Because the Wizards prioritized prospects and future flexibility this summer, they will probably be among the leading contenders in the race for Cooper Flagg, the presumptive No. 1 pick in the 2025 draft. The Duke freshman, who stole the show during USA Basketball's recent training camp in Las Vegas ahead of the Paris Olympics, has been scouted by Wizards personnel since he was 15 years old and is regarded as one of the top American prospects of the past decade.
Playing "Capture the Flagg" could require that Washington's next season be as challenging as, or even more challenging than, last year. Sarr and Carrington, who communicate daily in a text message group chat with fellow rookie Kyshawn George, can take heart knowing they are in it together.
"We get along well," Sarr said. "That helps on the court when we communicate. It's nice having someone like that in my corner."

Bub Carrington, an 18-year-old guard from Baltimore, has displayed natural scoring instincts during his first week at Las Vegas Summer League. (Scott Taetsch/Getty Images)
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Overheard at SEC Media Days: Texas, Texas, Texas, Texas
The marriage between two of college sports' biggest brands has officially begun.
By Jesse Dougherty | 2024-07-18

Quinn Ewers, Texas's star quarterback, drew a giant crowd of reporters at SEC Media Days in Dallas on Wednesday. (Jeffrey McWhorter/AP)


DALLAS -- There wasn't a red (or burnt orange) carpet. There weren't any balloons. There was nothing really, aside from three compact cars with Texas decals on them, to signal that the Longhorns had arrived at SEC Media Days on Wednesday, when they were seconds, then minutes, then a few hours closer to actually playing a football game in the conference, three years after the news first leaked that they would join.
But this four-day event is entirely driven by what the media asks. That's what happens when there are no actual results or matchups to dissect. So all week, even before Texas showed up, the program has been front and center. A big group of reporters made sure of it. SEC Media Days being in Texas for the first time made sure of it, too.
For example, on Tuesday, Georgia quarterback Carson Beck, a preseason Heisman Trophy candidate, was asked what he has seen in Texas quarterback Quinn Ewers, another preseason Heisman candidate. The question, though, also included a small bit about "Ewers being considered the best quarterback in the country." Then someone asked Beck how excited he is to face the Longhorns in Austin.
(Beck's answers: He doesn't watch other quarterbacks much, but he did recently meet Ewers at the Manning Passing Academy. And sure, yeah, excited, sure.)
"Every single person has been asked about Texas," said Brad Kellner, who hosts a podcast on Texas athletics for Texas Sports Unfiltered. "I was just in the ballroom for Oklahoma's session, and each player ... I mean, at one point it wasn't even a Texas beat writer. Just some random person asked the OU player if Horns Down should be considered a penalty."
We'll get back to Horns Down, a thing that matters a whole lot, in just a minute.
But when the SEC poached Texas and Oklahoma from the Big 12, the idea was to get bigger and buzzier -- and, by proxy, somehow even richer. That vision, now realized, looked like Ewers walking around the Omni Dallas Hotel in a tan cowboy hat Wednesday. It looked like Texas Coach Steve Sarkisian working the stage in a burnt orange sport coat. On Tuesday, it looked like two dozen cameras waiting to shoot footage of Oklahoma Coach Brent Venables ... walking into a room.
"I was just joking with [SEC Commissioner Greg Sankey] in the back," Sarkisian said Wednesday. "So we flew in this morning, we landed, we get off the plane and we get in the Sprinter van and we got a police escort to Media Days. It just means more? It just means more right there."
This coming season, Texas plays at Michigan and Texas A&M, faces Oklahoma at the Cotton Bowl and hosts Georgia. That's maybe a good segue -- or as good a segue as any -- into the pressing issue of Horns Down. Texas and its fans do not like when opponents taunt the Longhorns by inverting their Horns Up hand signal. But John McDaid, the SEC's coordinator of football officials, was clear on the issue this week: The league will not automatically penalize a Horns Down gesture.
That's it. End of story (yeah, right).
"There are some automatic ones. Spitting at an opponent is an automatic. Throat slash is an automatic. But the rest of them? I want it to be evaluated in context," McDaid said to a small group of reporters. "And I may or may not answer any more hypotheticals you give me, because I want to see the video.
"... Let me say one last thing on this topic. We hear time and time again that fans don't want us officials inserting ourselves in the game. They want the two teams to settle the game between themselves."
Then someone asked McDaid if he could imagine a scenario in which a Horns Up sign would be a penalty. It was a creative way to keep the conversation going.
"You know, going and mock clapping to an opponent, as in congratulating them, that could be taunting," McDaid allowed. "Correct."
Kellner -- the podcast host known as "BK" -- admits to being nervous three summers ago, wondering how Texas would fare against Alabama, Georgia and the rest of the SEC. But the outlook has taken a full turn for the better. Texas finished 12-2 last year, beat Alabama on the road, won the Big 12 title and lost to Washington by six in a College Football Playoff semifinal. Elsewhere, the Longhorns won the national championship in women's volleyball, its women's basketball team made the Elite Eight, and its baseball program recently poached Texas A&M's beloved coach.
Life is good in Austin. What does that mean, if anything, as the school joins the best football conference in the country? Sitting in the hotel hallway Tuesday, Kellner grinned and pointed to the SEC's slogan, printed on a banner above his head.
"It just means more," he said. "It's right there on the sign."
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How Duke Kahanamoku won gold, lost to Tarzan and then found a bigger legacy
The Hawaiian swam his last Olympic race 100 years ago. As the grandfather of surfing and Hawaii's unofficial ambassador, he left behind something more resonant. 
By Les Carpenter | 2024-07-18

Johnny Weissmuller, left, and Duke Kahanamoku at the 1924 Paris Olympics. (AP)


Long before Michael Phelps, Mark Spitz and Caeleb Dressel, there was Duke Kahanamoku. In the early part of the 20th century, there might not have been a more dynamic and fascinating American Olympian than the swimmer plucked at 21 years old from Honolulu's Waikiki Beach who, despite only minimal training, won gold medals in the 100-meter freestyle at the 1912 and 1920 Olympics.
Kahanamoku was tall, dark and regal with powerful legs, a bright smile and tussled hair. Sportswriters of the day were charmed by the swimmer who played the ukulele and made his own surfboards. At a time when almost only White athletes were celebrated, Kahanamoku's photo was on the front pages of magazines and newspapers. When the United States team stopped in Paris for a swimming exhibition in the Seine while on the way home from the 1920 Antwerp Olympics, local reporters rushed to see him under the mistaken impression he was Hawaiian royalty.
"A man unlike any other man at his time," said Eric Carlson, a movie producer who is working with actor Jason Momoa on a full-length feature film about Kahanamoku's life.
But four years later, when he returned to Paris for the 1924 Olympics, Kahanomoku's popularity had waned. On the afternoon of July 20, 1924, he finished second in the 100 meters to a boisterous, barrel-chested American from Illinois named Johnny Weissmuller. Kahanamoku never swam in the Olympics again.
Weissmuller won four more Olympic gold medals before going on to play Tarzan in a series of films in which he swung from vines and called across the jungles in a yodeling yell. Kahanamoku also tried to be a Hollywood star, only to learn that there were no leading roles for men of color at the time.
Yet a century after that 100-meter race, and with the Olympics once again in Paris, Weissmuller is the one largely forgotten while Kahanamoku might be as famous now as at the height of his swimming glory. He is often called "The Father of Modern Surfing," credited for spreading the sport around the world. He popularized Hawaiian print shirts and is still celebrated as an unofficial ambassador of Hawaii, 56 years after his death.

Kahanamoku, bottom, participates in a surfing competition at Waikiki Beach. (Bettmann/Bettmann Archive)


In 1911 a pair of White Honolulu politicians with connections to the national Amateur Athletic Union had an idea. They noticed the young Hawaiians surfing off Waikiki Beach were such natural swimmers that they might be faster than the best White swimmers on the mainland. What if there was a race to see if this was true?
Kahanamoku, especially, stood out. He rode tall on his surfboard, gliding along the waves like a dancer, and swam through swells with powerful strokes. Though he had never been in an organized swim event, the men urged him to try the open-water AAU-sanctioned race in Honolulu Harbor they had arranged for that August.
He was more than ready for such a test. His hands were cast as hard as rock from clutching his board in raging seas, his legs molded in vines of muscle. He won the 100 meters race that day, and when the judges looked at their stopwatches they were stunned. The surfer who had never been in a race before had broken the world record.
As word reached the mainland that the 100-meter record had been broken by an unknown Hawaiian surfer swimming in the ocean, there was disbelief, David Davis wrote in his biography of Kahanamoku, "Waterman." Kahanamoku could never afford to travel to the United States on his own, but local business leaders saw a great marketing opportunity.
He would bring "the most valuable sort of publicity for the Islands," one told a local newspaper Davis cited.

Weissmuller alongside Arne Borg and Kahanamoku during the Paris Games. (Archives Cnosf/AFP/Getty Images)


Money was quickly raised to bring Kahanamoku across the Pacific, where eventually he wound up in an indoor pool and sank in the unfamiliar fresh water. Seeing his potential, coaches agreed to train him, and within weeks, he was swimming fast enough for the AAU to send him to that summer's Stockholm Olympics.
Kahanamoku became an instant sensation at those Games, which were dominated by another non-White American, Jim Thorpe. Soon, amazing stories emerged about the mysterious Hawaiian who kept breaking records. Like how the American team had mixed up the time of the qualifying race and were allowed to swim only thanks to the benevolence of an Australian star swimmer, Cecil Healy, who said winning by disqualification would violate the "Olympic spirit." Or how Kahanamoku fell asleep before the final and had to be awakened. In the pool, he won the 100 meters and helped the U.S. to a silver in the 4x200 freestyle relay.
He returned to Hawaii a celebrity, but struggling for money. Because of the Olympics' amateurism rules, he couldn't use his new fame to endorse products or compete professionally. About the only thing he was allowed to do was travel for promotional surfing exhibitions. In 1914 he spent several weeks on Australia's beaches, drawing huge crowds each day, a visit widely credited for introducing Australians to surfing.
World War I arrived, and the 1916 Berlin Olympics were canceled. Hoping the war would end before the 1920 Games, Kahanamoku remained an amateur. He gave surfing lessons to tourists in Hawaii. He worked for the U.S. military, got the flu during the 1918 pandemic on a work trip in Washington, D.C. and almost died. When the Olympics finally did come again in 1920, he won gold in the 100 meters and led the U.S. to a gold in the 4x200 relay.
After Antwerp, Kahanamoku decided he wanted to try for one more Olympics, which meant four more years without being able to endorse products or compete in sports for money. He was in his early 30s and needed to find a way to make an income without jeopardizing his amateur status. So, he went to Hollywood believing his name and looks and Olympic fame would help him become a movie star.
He landed a few insignificant roles before going to Paris for the 1924 Games. After losing to Weissmuller, he went back to Los Angeles and pushed even more for a Hollywood career. He made friends with actors, directors and producers who enjoyed being around the famous swimming star. He spent afternoons on the beach and was invited to parties. He liked being seen.
"He was one of the first people in Hollywood who was famous for being famous," said Sandy Hall, the author of "Duke: A Great Hawaiian" and who is working on another Kahanamoku biography.

Kahanamoku lived a celebrity lifestyle in Los Angeles but never found the fortune he sought in the movie business. (AP)


He was a three-time Olympian with three gold medals and two silver. His name was recognized around the world, and he was largely responsible for people surfing on beaches from southern California to Australia's east coast. He even saved eight people when a boat capsized off the coast of Orange County by paddling to the boat on his board three times to ferry survivors back to shore.
But his connections and celebrity never resulted in big roles. The movie database IMDb lists 15 film credits, the most famous of which are titles like "Wake of the Red Witch," "The Rescue" and "Girl of the Port." None lists him as the lead.
Many who have studied Kahanamoku believe Hollywood then was not ready for a dark-skinned leading man.
"He was accepted but as a good friend, never a business partner," said Jeremy Lemarie, an associate professor at France's University of Reims Champagne Ardenne who has studied Kahanamoku extensively.
"Today, Duke would have been an action star," Carlson said. "He'd have been Jason Momoa."
Hall is more skeptical. She said Kahanamoku didn't take acting classes while in Hollywood and had what appeared to be "exaggerated hopes of being a matinee idol."
"I don't think he was a very good actor," she said.
As money grew tight, films cut back on fringe actors. With no work, Kahanamoku went home to Hawaii, where he was given a series of almost demeaning jobs in Honolulu before finally becoming the city's police chief. The role had extra importance after Japan attacked Pearl Harbor in 1941 and throughout World War II because Hawaii served as a strategic naval base. But it was also a bit of a ceremonial position, one that he held for 29 years with his energy waning in the last of his 13 terms.
Two decades after local White business executives sent Kahanamoku off to become the United States' first swimming superstar, his greatest value to Hawaii was as its greeter, the Islands' biggest celebrity.
Lemarie remains perplexed by Kahanamoku's willingness to swim for the United States so soon after the country essentially had overthrown the Islands' government.
"That's a topic that not so many [Hawaiians] want to hear," Lemarie said.
He has talked to others who have studied Kahanamoku and Hawaiian history and concluded Kahanamoku must have understood that Hawaii's kingdom was gone forever.

Kahanamoku, left, shakes hands with Babe Ruth when he visited Hawaii for a series of exhibition games in 1933. (AP)


"Ninety percent of your [Hawaiian] race just went extinct in a matter of a century, and your only way to survive is to be in the system," Lemarie added. "You accept the system; that's the way it goes."
Kahanamoku was born eight years before the U.S. officially took over, yet his parents appeared to understand how their land was changing. They insisted their children learn to speak English as well as their native language, Olelo Hawaii, which eventually contributed to the comfort Kahanamoku's benefactors felt spending money to send him to the mainland.
"He was a minority, and he knew how things were," Hall said. "He had to act differently than the other Olympians."
She added that he knew he was often being used by the White establishment in the Olympics and in Hawaii. But he also reasoned that in being exploited, he was creating opportunity for himself.
During his time in Los Angeles, Kahanamoku joined the local Hawaiian society and wore traditional Hawaiian clothes when asked. After returning to Hawaii, he joined the Shriners and had his personal creed of Aloha printed on the back of his Shriners business card.
"In Hawaii we greet friends, loved ones and strangers with Aloha, which means with love," the card read. "Aloha is the key word to the universal spirit of real hospitality, which makes Hawaii renowned as the world's center of understanding and fellowship. Try meeting or leaving people with Aloha. You'll be surprised by their reaction. I believe it, and it is my creed."

Kahanamoku, fourth from left, stands with other swimmers wearing decorative garlands. (Library of Congress/Corbis/VCG via Getty Images)


In 1955, Kahanamoku had a heart attack. Five times that day, Hall said, his doctors thought he had died only to revive him. He had other health issues as well. His once mighty body started to fail. He had ulcers and what Hall described as "the length of a longboard surfboard removed from his gut." At one point, he began losing his balance, and doctors worried he might be having a stroke.
"He bottled stress in," Hall added. "He operated in two very different cultures. He operated as an exotic White person; he was well-spoken and well-dressed and liked going to baseball and football games and knew how to conduct himself with kings and queens. But he also knew when to not tell White people he enjoyed eating raw fish and seaweed -- things that would make him a native. He knew how to walk both sides of the street.
"There are a lot of people who couldn't pull that off. He knew when to do a hula dance, and he knew when to throw a shaka sign."
Seeking money to leave behind for his wife, he opened a restaurant in Honolulu, hoping it would get the same fame as boxer Jack Dempsey's place in New York. He let his name be used on a line of leisure wear.
Each venture was another step in the White world, a piece of selling Hawaiian culture to fascinated vacationers. For the first time, he started to make money off his fame, but it was far too late in his life. He died of a heart attack in 1968. Today, his name lives everywhere: on a restaurant chain, lines of surfboards, a foundation for youth sports.
A century after Kahanamoku's last Olympic race, a nine-foot bronze statue of him towers over Waikiki Beach.
"Waikiki is the [home] of modern surfing, and surfing is Hawaii's gift to the world," Lemaire said. "And like every good story, you need one person who symbolized that, and Duke symbolized that. Duke symbolized everything that Hawaii gives to the world. He symbolized the Hawaii spirit [and] the hospitality which is Hawaii's brand right now.
"You have the perfect definition of it by looking at just one person. "

Tourists take a selfie in front of a statue of Kahanamoku in Honolulu. (Marie Eriel S. Hobro/FTWP)
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Christian Benteke stuffs stat sheet as D.C. United wins second straight
Christian Benteke scored in the first minute of stoppage time for his second tally of the game to propel D.C. United to a 3-2 victory over Minnesota United.
By Associated Press | 2024-07-18

Christian Benteke, pictured in a June 22 match against the Dynamo, scored in the first minute of stoppage time Wednesday in St. Paul, Minn., to propel D.C. United (6-11-8) to victory. (Geoff Burke/Geoff Burke-USA TODAY Sports)


ST. PAUL, Minn. -- Christian Benteke scored the first and last goals of the match and picked up an assist in between to rally D.C. United to a 3-2 victory over Minnesota United on Wednesday night.
Benteke scored in the 14th minute to give D.C. United (6-11-8) a 1-0 lead and found the net again in the first minute of second-half stoppage for the winner. Benteke has 16 goals this season, pulling within one of Golden Boot leader Cristian "Chicho" Arango of Real Salt Lake.
Cristian Dajome, who scored twice in a four-minute span of the second half to rally D.C. United to a 2-1 victory over Nashville SC on Saturday, picked up his first assist of the season on Benteke's first goal.
Minnesota United (8-10-6) pulled even in the 32nd minute when Tani Oluwaseyi, in his return from playing in the Copa America, used an assist from Hassani Dotson to score his eighth goal of the season. Dotson's assist was his second.
Teemu Pukki gave Minnesota United a 2-1 lead when he took passes from Robin Lod and defender Michael Boxall and scored in the 80th minute. It was the fourth goal for Pukki. Lod notched his 11th assist of the campaign on the score and Boxall picked up his first of the season and the second of his career.
DC United waited until the final minute of regulation to pull even when defender Aaron Herrera found the net for the first time this season and the second time in his career, also scoring in 2021 for Real Salt Lake. Benteke earned his fourth assist of the season. Martin Rodriguez, who subbed in in the 86th minute, picked up his second assist on Herrera's equalizer and his third of the season on Benteke's winner. Defender Lucas Bartlett was also credited with an assist on the winner -- his second of the campaign.
Alex Bono finished with one save in goal for D.C. United.
Dayne St. Claire saved one shot for Minnesota United in his return from playing in the Copa America. The club was coming off a 1-1 draw on the road with the Houston Dynamo but has not won at home since June 1.
Minnesota United will host the San Jose Earthquakes on Saturday. DC United returns to league play on Aug. 24 when it hosts FC Dallas.
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Golfers might curse the British Open rough, but ecologists love it
The rough at Royal Troon doubles as a vibrant ecological preserve at the British Open.
By Chuck Culpepper | 2024-07-18

Gary Woodland was one of several players who tested out the rough at Royal Troon ahead of the British Open. (Peter Morrison/AP)


TROON, Scotland -- For decades, American golfers and golf freaks would come over here and pay a nodding homage to the British Open rough, which to the American eye counted as golf-course exotica. Ample rain in 2024 figured to dole that rough a starring role in this 152nd British Open, which tees off Thursday at Royal Troon, especially the savage gorse with its knack for eating your ball and your skin (during retrieval of ball). Yet it doesn't go exactly like that anymore, for a reason only a grinch could find objectionable.
"We are all now starting to recognize," Bob Taylor said by telephone from England, "that golf courses are more than just the golf course. They're actually nature preserves."
He has tried to convince people of this, he said, for only about 35 years. He is, after all, an ecologist.
To view a lifelong sight such as a golf course with fresh eyes and senses, listen to an ecologist.
"It's a real rainbow out there," said Sophie Olejnik, also from England, after citing "hundreds of different wildflowers and grasses, and then the insects and the mammals and the birds."
She knows them all and revels in them all because she, like Taylor and sometimes collaborating with Taylor, has lent expertise to the decade-or-so-long ecology embrace of the Royal & Ancient Golf Club, the overseer of the British Open that is "very tuned-in on all of this and very sensitive to all of this," Taylor said. It's not some do-good diversion, he and Olejnik explained. It has direct relevance to the golf, not to mention helping a greenskeeper such as Troon's Calum Donald help golf and ecology dance a win-win minuet.
Back in the primitive days of, say, last century, an errant shot might go right on into the jungle portion of the rough, treating the crowd to some wanted sadism but also unwanted delays. Nowadays, ecologists and greenskeepers have tended to what Taylor and Olejnik explained as a "fringing rough," a four-meter-wide band of rough nearer the fairway and "managed most intensely," Taylor said, with more space, less thickness and twin benefits. More wildlife can thrive within it while fewer golf balls can hide within it, minimizing the occasions when everybody spends half an hour watching some poor schlub go ball-hunting.
A golfer standing at a tee, Taylor said, might look down and see the foliage and feel an onset of an unwelcome shred of timidity, but he oughtn't. "From the tee," he said, "it will look very penal, but once you get there ..."
"You can see [the ball], you can find it, and it's wonderful," Olejnik said.
"Golf is more enabled," Taylor said, soon adding, "Any ball that's slightly errant, it's going to get caught up and you're going to be able to find it and be able to play it."
"If you do end up in the rough beyond the fringing rough," Olejnik said, "you should be penalized."
That would be "further offline," Taylor said, where "you've got some very rank grasses," less-managed and residing in a "more productive vegetation, we'd say: competitive species, so, thicker, taller, all competing with each other so they're taking up the space, not leaving any space for the golf ball."
That's where balls must venture if desiring to hide forever.

The 8th hole at Royal Troon, known as the Postage Stamp, is the signature hole on the course. (Peter Morrison/AP)


Royal Troon, as it happens, is more than the famed, adorable and cantankerous Postage Stamp (No. 8, 123 yards); and the hole beside the occasional trains bolting by (No. 11, 498 yards), the Railway, which Jack Nicklaus once called the toughest in all of pro golf; and the longest British Open hole of all (No. 6, 623 yards), with its grand display of nature. It's also a Site of Special Scientific Interest, meaning it's rich in its welcome of all of our friends from the natural world, as well as a place where Taylor can say, "We are reinforcing the dynamism, or the mobility, of the sand dunes."
Ecological reports about Troon brim with words and terms seldom used in polite conversation: "ribwort plantain," "sweet vernal grass," "marram," "red fescue," "sea lyme," "bulbous buttercup," "sheep's sorrel," "Yorkshire fog," "kidney vetch," "Isle of Man Cabbage" (a plant endemic to the British Isles) and, of course, "gorse." Sometimes, when golfers on some course encounter Olejnik and wonder what she's doing out there, she explains the intricacies of their surroundings. "They sort of perk up," she said, "and have this realization that there's a lot more than golf here -- all the benefits of having that wildness around you as you play a round."
Who knew the gorse, while earning its brutish reputation "maybe because it's spiky and it hurts when you try and find a golf ball in there," Olejnik said, also remains "important from a strategic point of view and an ecological point of view"? Looking like a squat tree and often like the closest thing to any tree around here, it's scrub sheltering nesting birds such as yellowhammer, linnet and whitethroat, she points out, mammals and amphibians who "hunker down among the roots."
Roles are many and multifarious in the rainbow flourishing around the golfers and the galleries. Marram is "what builds the dunes," she said, "so really it's the bodybuilder of grasses," hanging more around the coastal edge. Heather would be the "fancy old auntie wearing purple." Sweet-vernal grass would be a "lovely straw-colored grass which smells like freshly mowed hay and tastes like vanilla" -- not that she's encouraging patrons this week to eat from the vegetation.
So while they're going around trying to help out nature with tasks such as minimizing the effects of nitrogen or of the plant Japanese rose (it's not native to the area and doesn't play so well with others), they're also hoping to boost the golf. Even the rains of 2024 here, affecting as they've been with the growth, haven't had the same effect as they would have in yore because, Olejnik said, "Troon has been managing their fringing rough for years now."
"All the bodies protecting our countryside," Taylor said, "are saying, 'Wow, this is good because it's a golf course, not despite that it's a golf course, as [they used to say].'"
It's something else amid the modernity here these days, when you can go to a food truck beside No. 2 and get a vegan hot dog made of sunflower seeds, one sumptuous enough to make the gulls hover. It's also a rainbow out there. "I don't want to see the word 'weeds' anywhere," Olejnik said. "There's no such thing as a 'weed.'"
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Move over, Freddy Adu: Cavan Sullivan makes MLS debut at 14
At 14 years 293 days old, Sullivan is nearly two weeks younger than Adu was when he debuted for D.C. 
By Bailey Johnson | 2024-07-18

Union midfielder Cavan Sullivan, right, moves past the Revolution's Ian Harkes during the second half of Wednesday's game. (CAEAN COUTO/Caean Couto-USA TODAY Sports)


The Philadelphia Union ended a 10-match winless streak with a 5-1 drubbing of the New England Revolution on Wednesday night at Subaru Park, but that won't be the lasting memory of the match in Chester, Pa.
The victory marked the debut of 14-year-old midfielder Cavan Sullivan, who entered in the 85th minute -- mere moments after his oldest brother, 20-year-old Quinn, scored the final goal -- and became the youngest player in MLS history, breaking a record set by Freddy Adu with D.C. United in 2004.
At the time of Adu's debut, he was 14 years 306 days old; Sullivan is 14 years 293 days old.
"Big congrats to Cavan Sullivan for his record breaking debut today," Adu wrote in a post on X. "That's a hard record to break and the kid did it. Well done and good luck my man."
Sullivan isn't just the youngest player in MLS history; he's also the youngest player to debut in any major North American professional league.
A precocious talent who has been receiving significant hype since he was a preteen, Sullivan signed what was reported to be the richest deal for a homegrown academy player in MLS history in May -- a deal that included an agreement for him to transfer to Manchester City when he turns 18.
Ahead of his MLS debut, Sullivan scored goals in back-to-back games in MLS's second-tier league, MLS Next Pro, with Philadelphia Union II, prompting Union Coach Jim Curtin to call him into the first-team squad.
"He's earned it," Curtin said in his pre-match news conference Tuesday.
MLS has changed significantly since Adu made his much-hyped debut 20 years ago. Much of the league's focus has shifted toward the development of young players, with the goal of building through academies and sending talent to the world's top leagues. The Union is a particularly clear example of the trend.
When Adu came into the league, little of the developmental infrastructure that exists now was present. He never lived up to the hype that surrounded him at the beginning of his career, but hindsight indicates he was ill-prepared and ill-supported to be put on such a stage so young.
Adu was billed as America's Pele, draped in endorsement deals and the star of the show everywhere D.C. United went. When he left United for Real Salt Lake in 2006, he became a journeyman; Adu played for 15 clubs in nine countries between 2006 and the quiet end of his professional career in 2021. He bounced in and out of MLS over the years, trying to recapture the potential that made him a superstar as a teenager.
The hope, within MLS and from watchful eyes across the soccer landscape, is that Sullivan is better positioned to capitalize on his enormous talent. The Union has a strong developmental structure within its academy, and in MLS as a whole teenagers are becoming more commonplace.
Sullivan was one of three teenagers on Philadelphia's bench for Wednesday's game, and 16-year-old Peyton Miller made his debut for the Revolution minutes before Sullivan entered the match. But even amid a growing trend of youth development in MLS, Sullivan stands as an outlier, one with seemingly limitless potential.
"The reality is he's not a normal kid," Curtin said Wednesday. "We've known that from the start. ... Because he's different, he has a different trajectory than other kids."
It was only five-plus minutes at the end of a blowout win, hardly enough to draw significant conclusions about Sullivan's readiness for MLS. But Sullivan wasn't awed by the moment; he broke into a grin on the sideline as fans chanted "We want Cavan!" before he entered, the rare moment he looked very much the teenager he is.
And in the new structure of MLS, if Sullivan isn't ready to be a full-time contributor -- and he almost certainly isn't, at least not yet -- he can rejoin Union II and play at the reserve level, rather than having no choice but to try to make it work in the top flight, as was the case when Adu emerged.
After Sullivan's debut, Curtin made clear that the Union understands the delicacy of developing Sullivan's talent in order for him to reach his peak.
"This is just the first chapter in Cavan's career," Curtin said. "For those that don't know, we do have a plan for him. It's not just minute by minute or day by day. ... The time was right."
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WNBA set to receive $2.2 billion over 11 years in new media rights deals
The WNBA would more than triple its annual media rights revenue under the terms of the recently completed deals negotiated by the NBA.
By Kareem Copeland | 2024-07-17

WNBA Commissioner Cathy Engelbert sits courtside at a game last year. (Jonathan Newton/The Washington Post)


One of the biggest influences on the future of the WNBA appears close to being resolved: The framework for its new media rights deals is in place. The league is set to bring in approximately $2.2 billion over 11 years as part of the NBA's recently completed deals with Disney, NBC and Amazon, a person with knowledge of the numbers confirmed to The Washington Post on Wednesday. The Athletic first reported the terms.
The league's current media rights deals were set to expire after the 2025 season, and the NBA, which owns about 60 percent of the WNBA, negotiated the new deals, which are not yet official. The WNBA's current media rights were valued at about $60 million per year, and the new structure would be in the annual range of $200 million. WNBA Commissioner Cathy Engelbert said this spring she hoped to at least double the league's annual rights revenue as interest has grown, and these terms would more than triple it.
"'If you build it, they will come' has actually come to light now that everybody's talking about the WNBA," Engelbert said then. "One thing that we wanted was an active free agency system, and we got it, right? Last year, huge free agent movements, and it creates excitement and creates household names. It creates rivalries. It created superteams. And that's what you want in a league because that's what makes people watch, which drives the value of whether it's your media rights, your corporate partnerships or your valuation of your franchises."
 The increase in revenue will significantly affect league finances at a time when interest in the league and women's sports in general has continued to grow. WNBA players are expected to opt out of the collective bargaining agreement after this year, which would end that deal after the 2025 season and allow the league and its players to negotiate a new agreement that details everything from salary caps to benefits and other financial details. Nearly every player in the league who is not on a rookie contract is signed to a short-term deal in anticipation of a new, increased salary structure. The league also will add two expansion teams over the next two years.
The NBA's media rights deals are reportedly worth approximately $76 billion over 11 years, and some have criticized the arrangement in which the WNBA had its rights negotiated in tandem with the NBA. NBA Commissioner Adam Silver and Engelbert have pushed back against that idea.
"It's a huge advantage to us to go to market with the NBA," Engelbert said this spring. "Especially with streaming services who rely on a 12-month subscription model. If we're only there for 41/2 months ... how attractive is that? But we and the NBA are maybe the only sports properties that can give 330 days of live programming -- almost the entire year. That's hugely valuable to a subscription platform."
Terri Jackson, the executive director of the Women's National Basketball Players Association, still had questions about the reported structure of the deal.
"We have wondered for months how the NBA would value the WNBA in its media rights deal," Jackson said in a statement Wednesday. "With a reportedly $75 billion deal on the table, the league is in control of its own destiny. More precisely, the NBA controls the destiny of the WNBA. We look forward to learning how the NBA arrived at a $200 million [annual] valuation -- if initial reports are accurate or even close. Neither the NBA nor the WNBA can deny that in the last few years, we have seen unprecedented growth across all metrics, the players continue to demonstrate their commitment to building the brand, and that the fans keep showing up. There is no excuse to undervalue the WNBA again."
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Paris mayor swims in the Seine, declares it clean for the Olympics
"It's pure happiness," Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo said, having fulfilled her pledge to clean up the Seine before the Games. Now officials hope it stays that way.
By Rick Noack | 2024-07-17

Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo swam in the Seine on July 17 to declare it clean for the Olympic Games, which will commence in nine days.


PARIS -- In what French officials hoped to be the conclusion of a years-long nail-biter, Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo plunged into the Seine on Wednesday and declared it sufficiently clean for Olympic swimming competitions.
The mayor, wearing a wet suit, splashed and treaded water for a bit, before affixing her goggles and putting her head down for some serious freestyle.
"It's pure happiness," she said after climbing out, having fulfilled a pledge with nine days to go before the start of the Paris Olympics.
After months of delays, and worrying contamination reports, Hidalgo's symbolic swim in the turquoise-brownish waters was broadcast live on national television. Hundreds of spectators, and assigned soldiers and police officers, also watched from the riverbanks and nearby bridges.
Swimming in the Seine has been banned for a century because of health concerns, primarily due to wastewater that sometimes overflows from the city's old sewage system into the Seine. In 2015, Hidalgo announced a plan to make the river the star of the Olympic Games, with a floating Opening Ceremonies and triathlon and marathon swimming in the river.

Hidalgo after her swim in the Seine on Wednesday. (Abdul Saboor/Reuters)


But despite $1.5 billion of investment, bacteria levels stubbornly remained above safe limits, leading to the cancellation of the swimming portion of Paralympic triathlon tests and of the Open Water Swimming World Cup last summer. This year, the Surfrider Foundation environmental group reported "alarming" contamination, with testing at one site over six months showing higher-than-recommended levels of E. coli and enterococci bacteria. The Paris mayor's promised swim had to be repeatedly postponed, with explanations ranging from excessive rainfall to France's political turmoil.
As recently as last month, the ambitious project threatened to become an embarrassment. Officials were for the first time talking about a plan B for the highly anticipated Seine competitions. But the gloom has given way to new enthusiasm in recent days, as the weather improved and the Seine's water quality reached safe limits on most days this month, according to city measurements.
On Saturday, French Sports Minister Amelie Oudea-Castera became the first major French official to conquer the Seine. With President Emmanuel Macron's government on the verge of resignation after this month's election defeat, she rushed to the river. Her swim, which appeared designed to preempt Hidalgo's, did not go entirely according to plan. In scenes captured on television, Oudea-Castera slipped on the riverbank and then slid into the water.
Macron had also vowed to swim the Seine earlier this year but did not join.

Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo declared the cleanup of the Seine complete on July 17, just in times for the Olympics.


Meanwhile, Hidalgo -- whose left-wing Socialist party is newly energized in the wake of the election -- led a highly choreographed event on Wednesday. Organizers set up a temporary landing stage. There were so many journalists that some had to watch from outside the security cordon.
"Now we're ready for the Games," said Tony Estanguet, the president of the Paris 2024 organizing committee, speaking after he accompanied Hidalgo and regional prefect Marc Guillaume into the water.
Although the weather in the coming days appears to be favorable, there is no guarantee that the Seine will be as clean when the swimming competitions are scheduled to take place in late July and August.
The unusually high flow rate -- the result of heavy rainfall earlier this summer -- also continues to raise concerns. Unless the river slows down over the next nine days, organizers may be forced to adapt their plans for a floating parade during the Opening Ceremonies on July 26.
Despite these lingering questions, residents who followed Wednesday's swim said they were increasingly excited for the Games.
"There has been a lot of criticism of the Olympics," said Margaux Tellier, 34. But making the Seine swimmable, she said, "raises awareness of the environment and of climate change."
French officials have said they hope to open river-water swimming pools along the Seine for Parisians and visitors, including near the Louvre and Notre Dame, and in other, less-privileged neighborhoods.

Hidalgo climbs out of the Seine after her swim. (Abdul Saboor/Reuters)


"It would be fantastic if there was space for all Parisians to swim," Tellier said.
Swimming competitions took place in the Seine when Paris hosted its first Olympic Games, in 1900. But industrialization rapidly worsened the river's pollution levels and public swimming was officially banned in 1923.
In the 1990s, then-Mayor Jacques Chirac vowed to clean the river up, and said he would plunge in himself -- which did not happen. But the high-profile interest and the inflow of money that comes with hosting the Olympics sped up a plan that officials hailed as a way for Parisians to reconnect with their city and its river.
The plan partly relied on a new basin designed to prevent sewage from overflowing into the Seine and a water-treatment plant upstream, which were both only inaugurated in recent months. The new basin can collect as much as 20 Olympic-size swimming pools' worth of excess rain and wastewater during downpours, to limit the risk of the city's old sewage system being overwhelmed.
City employee Mathis Joubert, 24, said he was "a bit shaky" before venturing into the water on Wednesday. Having grown up in Paris, he had long thought of the Seine as stinky and off-putting. Three years ago, he said, he could not have imagined swimming in the river.
But his dip on Wednesday, he said, "was perfect."
Ellen Francis contributed to this report.
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Horses, guns and swords: How cumbersome equipment gets to the Olympics
Athletes are responsible for getting their stuff to the Paris Games. For some sports, that's more complicated than for others. 
By Rick Maese | 2024-07-17
For every athlete, the road to the Olympics is filled with twists, turns and obstacles. But those journeys can be even more complicated for their equipment.
While Olympic organizers provide the basic staging and infrastructure for each event, athletes compete with their own gear. It's highly customized, costly and irreplaceable -- and often also large, cumbersome and maddening to transport.
While swimmers can shove a Speedo in a back pocket and runners can stash a pair of track spikes in a backpack, other Paris-bound athletes face an Olympian challenge in getting their equipment -- from boats to guns to horses -- to these Summer Games.
Here's a look at some of the most challenging items to transport and how the athletes manage them.

Olympic sport shooter and silver medalist Mary Tucker shares how she packs her rifle, ammunition, attire and cleaning supplies to travel to competitions.


There is no shortage of precautions or red tape when Mary Tucker travels to a competition. The competitive shooter follows Transportation Security Administration rules to a T, of course, which can be costly and tedious.
Her rifle travels in a hard case, and Tucker makes certain the air cylinder is empty so it doesn't pressurize midflight. The ammunition travels in a separate container, and every box must be locked.
"We have lots of problems with the locks," said Tucker, 22, who will be competing in her second Olympics. "... TSA has a tendency to cut our locks off. I've gone through about 30 locks this year just because they either can't get into the case or they want to see what's in it."
She has to make sure the airline, the TSA and customs agents know she's traveling with weapons and ammunition, and she's extra careful with her forms and licenses. She can't clear customs unless the serial numbers on the guns match those on her paperwork.
Tucker is usually traveling with four or more heavy bags, which isn't cheap. One recent flight to England cost about $700 for the bags alone.
"But there's nothing I can do about it," she said.

Mondo Duplantis and his father learned the hard way that airlines aren't always ready to accommodate 17-foot vaulting poles. (Geoffroy Van Der Hasselt/AFP/Getty Images)


No single piece of sporting equipment is quite like a 17-foot piece of carbon-fiber composite that is long and flexible. If pole vaulting requires discipline and mental fortitude, traveling with poles requires patience and charm.
Veteran competitors know which airlines consider poles to be acceptable sporting equipment and which ones can be finicky. At last year's world championships in Eugene, Ore., one airline changed its policy in the middle of the competition, which left the athletes scrambling.
Mondo Duplantis, the world record holder and defending Olympic champion, learned at the ticket counter that his poles couldn't fly with him.
"And we said, 'You do because we've flown with you, like, 20 times in the last year,'" said Greg Duplantis, the athlete's father and longtime coach. "... And she said: 'No, you don't understand. We don't take poles anymore.' And I said, 'As of when?' She said, 'Today.'"
Duplantis walked to another airline counter that would accept the poles and bought last-minute tickets for the next flight to Oregon.
This dance can get even more delicate when flying internationally and navigating a language barrier. Matt Ludwig, who competed at the Tokyo Games, knows how to say "pole vault" in five or six languages. He makes sure to travel in his Team USA gear and is quick to pull out his phone to share videos and photos that might help explain why his long bag, stuffed with seven or eight poles, must fly with him.
"It takes a ton of patience and a little bit of navigating with some charisma and speaking skills," Ludwig said. "I say: 'I understand these look incredibly cumbersome and it looks like there's no way that this is possible. But I assure you, we do it all the time.'"
From there, he just hopes the poles make it to the cargo hold and don't get damaged in transit.
"I usually have at least one competition a year where I have to borrow poles because mine don't make it," he said. "Last year it was Slovakia."
Some athletes explore other options. Trains aren't as amenable as they used to be, so Duplantis's mom once drove 30 hours from Sweden to Monaco to deliver his poles for a competition.
Once athletes reach their destination, they still have to get their poles to the hotel or competition venue. If the rental car doesn't have a luggage rack, they'll get creative, using ropes, pillows -- anything really -- to strap their poles to the roof of a car. Most have experience sticking an arm out the window in an effort to keep the poles steady atop the vehicle.
"We have to get pretty handy, pretty creative sometimes," Ludwig said.

Olympic rhythmic gymnast Evita Griskenas demonstrates how she keeps her gear safe while traveling, including a custom hoop case sewn by her mother.


Evita Griskenas prefers to take all of her equipment on the plane, which means the TSA screeners see an unusual assortment of items pass through the X-ray machines: a ball, clubs, ribbon, a hoop, rope. And that's not even counting the bejeweled spandex.
These are the tools of the trade for a rhythmic gymnast, but they tend to raise eyebrows and draw questions from the uninitiated.
"Everyone in the airport's just kind of like, 'Hmm, what's going on?'" Griskenas said.
The carry-on bag can get heavy. In addition to each apparatus, Griskenas, 23, travels with four leotards, each covered in hefty rhinestones and weighing about four pounds.
While the clubs are certainly an atypical travel accessory -- "You have to explain what it's for and that it's rubber and you're not going to actually whack anyone," Griskenas said -- the hoop tends to baffle people.
It measures about three feet in diameter and looks even more peculiar in its special case. Griskenas has heard it all: Is that a satellite dish? A trampoline? A bicycle tire? She hates checking the hoop as luggage because she has heard horror stories. "People have gotten them back as triangles," she said.
After clearing security, she crosses her fingers that the flight crew is friendly and will allow her to stash the hoop in the coat closet or behind the last row of seats. Occasionally, airline employees will take it out for further inspection.
"And then they're like, 'Oh, do you hula hoop?' And you're like, 'Yeah, I hula hoop.' And then they're like, 'Oh, that's so awesome,'" Griskenas said. "... And then someone will tell you a story about when they were like 15 and they were hula hooping because that was like a new invention. And you're just like, 'Oh, cool.'"

Before they can set sail in France, David Liebenberg and Sarah Newberry Moore will have to reassemble their boat. (Clive Mason/Getty Images)


Every now and then, Sarah Newberry Moore finds herself explaining the complexities and nuances of sailing. For Newberry Moore and her sailing partner, David Liebenberg, the work starts long before the boat touches the water.
"When I explain to them the setup and the breakdown and the tuning and the boat work, they go, 'Wait, you're actually a mechanic also?'" she said.
The logistics that the duo must navigate are unlike anything else on the Olympic stage. The two sail aboard a Nacra 17 catamaran, a multihull vessel that is more than 17 feet long, weighs more than 300 pounds and has a mast that stretches 30 feet into the air. Getting the boat to France for the mixed-gender Olympic race took nearly two years of planning.
The boats are disassembled stateside, loaded into cargo containers and shipped overseas. On the other side of the Atlantic, the sailors must reconstruct the boat, carefully piecing together the hulls, beams, mast, three sails, two rudders, two daggerboards and all the lines that constitute the Nacra 17's complicated rigging system.
"It can take hours," Newberry Moore said. "It's a day of work to get a boat from nothing into racing condition."
But the slow travel time -- up to four weeks via cargo ship -- and tight competition schedule mean teams often have two or three boats in rotation, ensuring one is available for racing even as another might be in transit or in storage. For example, Newberry Moore and Liebenberg had to ship a boat -- the Isabella Bird, named after the 19th-century explorer -- to Chile last year for the Pan American Games.
They then flew to Europe, where another boat was waiting, to continue the race season. That boat -- Lozen, named after an Apache warrior -- is the one they'll race in the Olympics. It was purchased in the summer of 2022 and shipped overseas in early 2023. It sailed in a handful of events, including the world championships in May, and mostly has been stored in Europe, awaiting the Paris Games.
The American sailors use a shared spreadsheet to keep track of the logistics for all three boats -- everything from the ATA Carnet information, which is essentially a passport for goods, to the details for the handmade sails they'll pick up in the Netherlands, including the U.S.-themed spinnakers that had to be ordered more than a year ago.
"It was kind of weird and stressful to be buying Olympic sails before even knowing we were going to the Games," Newberry Moore said. "But I'm glad it all worked out."

Horses fly on special cargo jets outfitted for horse travel with stalls, hay and grooms. (US Equestrian Federation)


Equestrian events are among the most quintessential of team sports on the Olympic menu. "We have the human athlete and then the equine athlete," said Hallye Griffin, the chef de mission for U.S. Equestrian who coordinates Olympic logistics.
And, notably, the two don't travel together.
Equestrian athletes will fly commercial to France while their four-legged teammates will fly on special cargo jets operated by the Dutta Corporation that are specifically outfitted for horse travel, with stalls, hay, grooms and everything needed to make a horse comfortable for an overseas journey.
"They're not actually very stressed in there," said Beatrice de Lavalette, a member of the U.S. dressage team who will be competing in her second Paralympics. "They have their food, their water, their snacks. They're being checked on relatively often. All of my horses are veterans with this. They're used to flying all over the place."
Griffin began working on the logistics for the Paris Games right around the time the Tokyo Games were wrapping up nearly three years ago. Just getting to the Olympics is costly -- well into the six figures for the U.S. team, Griffin said -- and the checklist includes health certificates, equine medicine, water buckets, shoes and tools, plus food and vitamins.

Even horses require passports for international travel. (US Equestrian Federation)


The equestrian team shipped a 20-foot container via boat in June. It was filled with everything both horses and riders might need during their Olympic stay, including a veterinary trunk, a coffee machine and a panini maker. The container is air-conditioned and will serve as a workspace for the team at the competition site in Versailles.
Everything has to be timed out perfectly. Horses can get jet lag, just like humans, as well as "shipping fever," a common bacterial infection that can affect their lungs. Some horses traveled overseas three to four months early, but the whole American team -- riders and horses alike -- planned to be in France by early July for a training camp before heading to the competition venue July 24.
"Many horses really enjoy it," Griffin said of the journey. "They know they're going on an adventure."

Steve Serio, left, and Brian Bell celebrate a U.S. victory in the final of the 2022 world championships. (Francois Nel/Getty Images)


For many athletes at the Paralympics, regardless of sport, the one essential piece of equipment is the competition wheelchair. These high-performance wheelchairs are different from what the athletes roll through the airport or around the Paris streets. They are faster, lighter and capable of making tight turns and cost several thousand dollars.
"In the abled-body world, you get a chance to lace up your sneakers and lace up your cleats and just go on and play the sports that you love," said Steve Serio, a member of the U.S. wheelchair basketball team. "For us as Paralympic athletes, we have to use a brand new wheelchair. And my basketball chair costs in the realm of, like, $7,500. So it's not just something that we can kind of lace up."
How do they get to Paris? Serio said they're "treated like strollers" -- meaning they're checked and stored under the plane with the rest of the cargo.
Brian Bell, another wheelchair basketball player, said he takes the wheels off the chair frame and checks them in separate bags, which means he's doubly anxious about loss or damage. The chairs are too big and too costly to travel with a spare.
"It's always on my mind," he said.

After winning gold in Tokyo, Nevin Harrison will have a brand new boat to race in Paris. (Toni L. Sandys/The Washington Post)


Evy Leibfarth has shown up at airports around the world with two or three kayaks in tow, meaning she is well accustomed to the same skeptical looks. The boats are light but long, skinny and cumbersome.
"The airlines were never happy about that," she said. "We'd always show up and be like, 'Hey, sorry.'"
Friendly agents might let them pass, especially on shorter flights. Other times, Leibfarth, who will be competing in her second Olympics, had to plea or simply rebook her flight with another airline.
These days, she has at least one kayak stored in several central locations across the world. She flies in, picks up the boat and drives it to the competition.
Some are simply too big to fit on a plane and have to go on a cargo ship weeks ahead of time. While a single-person kayak can be up to 17 feet long, the four-person boat can be 36 feet.
Many of the top competitors have sponsorship deals with boat companies that make travel infinitely easier. Nevin Harrison, who won a gold medal in sprint canoe at the Tokyo Games, will have a new boat waiting at each big competition. The manufacturer then will sell off that boat and get a new one ready for the next race.
"I'll be getting a custom one for the Olympics," Harrison said. "That boat is only going to touch Olympic water, and then I'll never use it again."
Athletes without sponsors often have to rent boats at competitions or rely on secondhand boats that are unfamiliar and uncomfortable.
"My first world championships, they gave me the worst boat they had," Harrison said, "and my coach even went up and was like, 'You're giving her this?' They were like, 'All we have, sorry.' Then in that boat, I won the world championships. They came up apologizing and offering me any boat that I wanted from their fleet."

Team USA Olympic fencer Hadley Husisian describes how she packs her fencing mask, fencing socks and lucky glow-in-the-dark t-shirt for competition.


Hadley Husisian concedes she has a Type A personality and knows other world-class fencers might travel differently. Her packing list is stored in a Google Doc; it's two full pages with nearly 50 items on it -- everything from her passport to Benadryl to her fanny pack. And, of course, her array of weapons.
Sure, Husisian might need just two epee swords at a competition, but she typically travels with 13 to 14 -- "just to be enormously safe."
"So it's a bit cumbersome," she said.
The swords are 31/2 feet long -- too big to carry on a plane -- so those get checked as oversized luggage. Like many athletes, she travels in constant fear of luggage mishaps, so she tries to keep most of her equipment on her at all times. Much of her essential gear gets crammed into a carry-on bag for the overhead bin, including her uniform, mask, gloves, shoes, at least four body cords used for the electric scoring system and, of course, a lucky T-shirt she wears under her fencing jacket. It has served as Husisian's secret weapon since she was 11.
"It glows in the dark, and it definitely needs to be retired soon because it's getting pretty small on me," said the 20-year-old native of Oakton, Va. "But I can be pretty superstitious about these things. I bring it even though it's a bit embarrassing. It has a soft spot in my heart."

Nikita Ducarroz can fit her bike, once disassembled, into a large suitcase. (Ronald Martinez/Getty Images)


Nikita Ducarroz at times finds herself envious of other Olympic athletes.
"Sometimes I just wish I was a skateboarder," she said, "and you can just skateboard through the airport."
Ducarroz, 27, probably would meet airport security if she tried pedaling her BMX bike up to the gate. Riders used to stash bikes in golf bags to avoid steep airline fees for bicycles, but Ducarroz, who was raised in California but competes for Switzerland, said she can now take both wheels off the bike frame and fit all of the pieces into a large suitcase.
She usually travels with two bikes to a competition, so she rolls through an airport pulling two 70-pound suitcases, her clothes and other essentials shoved between the frame and under wheels.
The bikes are so specialized -- from grips to pedals -- that she can't bear the thought of competing on anything else. Along with many other Olympic athletes, she now tosses AirTags in her luggage so she can track the equipment that is essential to her Olympic journey.
Bonnie Berkowitz and Jessica Koscielniak contributed to this report.
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Olympic flame arrives in Paris, at the center of Bastille Day parade
Authorities limited the number of spectators this year, citing space constraints and security concerns. The Opening Ceremonies of the Summer Games take place on July 26.
By Rick Noack | 2024-07-17

Col. Thibaut Vallette, a French equestrian who won gold at the 2016 Olympic Games, holds the Olympic flame during the annual Bastille Day parade in Paris. (Benoit Tessier/Reuters)


PARIS -- Fighter jets roared over Paris on Sunday as the annual Bastille Day celebrations coincided with the arrival of the Olympic flame here 12 days before the start of the Games.
This year's parade looked different and was noticeably less militaristic than in previous years. Athletes and Olympic volunteers were invited to participate alongside soldiers, medics and police officers.
The Place de la Concorde, where the Bastille Day procession traditionally ends, has been closed in recent weeks for the construction of temporary Olympic stadiums. As a result, the parade had to be moved to the Avenue Foch, one of the shorter and less well-known roads that surround the Arc de Triomphe.
While the festivities usually draw tens of thousands of people and can be easily accessed, authorities limited the number of spectators this year to 6,200, who -- amid space constraints and security concerns -- were required to sign up in advance. Preparations for the Olympics have strained police resources in France, which also limited the number of law enforcement officers marching in Sunday's parade.

Troops take part in the Bastille Day parade with the Arc de Triomphe in the background. (Ludovic Marin/AFP/Getty Images)



The jets of the Patrouille de France fly over the Arc de Triomphe. (Michel Euler/AP)


Organizers maintained the traditional air show. Jets sprayed blue, white and red smoke -- the colors of the French flag -- into the clouded sky above Paris.
The display of tanks and planes is usually the centerpiece of the annual parade, which on Sunday also marked the 80th anniversary of the country's liberation from the Nazis. But the star of this year's festivities was the Olympic flame. Riding a horse, Col. Thibaut Vallette, an equestrian gold medalist at the 2016 Olympic Games, carried the torch down the avenue.
After the parade ended, the flame continued its journey through central Paris, where tickets were not necessary to watch the festivities. Marie Niro, 27, saw it pass near the National Assembly, the lower house of Parliament. "It's a moment that we share, a moment that unites us," she said.
Armored vehicles on display for Bastille Day were positioned just a few feet from the temporary Olympic venue that has been built on the Place des Invalides; at a nearby recruiting event for the military, young Parisians mingled with tourists.
Mixing France's military parade with the arrival of the Olympic flame was "atypical," Niro acknowledged.
"But we preserve our traditions," she said.
The Olympic torch will travel around the capital region and surrounding areas over the coming days before making its way back to the city center on July 26, the day of the Opening Ceremonies on the Seine.
Sunday is the anniversary of the storming of the Bastille fortress in Paris on July 14, 1789, which marked the beginning of the French Revolution that toppled the monarchy. The occasion is celebrated with events across France each year, and the Paris military parade and fireworks at the Eiffel Tower are viewed as the highlights of the day.
Sunday's ceremonies were attended by President Emmanuel Macron, who was accompanied by members of his cabinet, including Prime Minister Gabriel Attal.
Only a week ago, it appeared possible that Macron might be forced to share power with a far-right prime minister. But legislative elections in France last Sunday resulted instead in political gridlock, with no party or alliance having gained an outright majority in the National Assembly.
Attal, who offered to step down Monday in the wake of the election, was asked by Macron to stay on for "the stability of the country."

From left, Economy Minister Bruno Le Maire, Prime Minister Gabriel Attal, President Emmanuel Macron and Macron's wife, Brigitte, attend the Bastille Day parade. (Julien De Rosa/AFP/Getty Images)



French fighter jets perform a flyover during the parade. (Ludovic Marin/AFP/Getty Images)


Macron now faces the prospect of a heavily diminished mandate, but has sought to portray himself as going about business as usual. Last week, he attended the NATO summit in Washington.
Security remains a paramount concern for the organizers of this year's Olympic Games. The Israel-Gaza war has prompted bomb scares, a rise in antisemitic incidents and a renewed fear of radicalization here. Tensions with Russia over its war in Ukraine -- and the related bans on the Russian and Belarusian athlete delegations -- have elevated the risk of cyberattacks, French officials said.
Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin said Saturday that 3,570 people have been excluded from attending the Olympics, including "dozens of radical individuals close to Islamist, ultra-left and ultra-right circles."
French authorities said earlier this year that they were aiming to have screened over 1 million people by the time the Games begin, including coaches, athletes, volunteers and participants in events such as Sunday's military parade. So far, 770,000 people have been screened, Darmanin said Saturday.

The Olympic torch is presented to Macron during the Bastille Day parade on Sunday. (Louise Delmotte/AP)



French troops march during the parade. (Ludovic Marin/AFP/Getty Images)


Annabelle Timsit contributed to this report.
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Sports TV and radio listings for D.C. region
Channels and times for today's games.
By Washington Post staff | 2024-07-18
NBA SUMMER LEAGUE -- LAS VEGAS
4:30 p.m. Indiana vs. Denver >>> ESPN2
6 p.m. Memphis vs. New Orleans >>> NBA TV
7 p.m. Washington vs. Sacramento >>> Monumental Sports Network, ESPN
8 p.m. Orlando vs. Brooklyn >>> NBA TV
9 p.m. Los Angeles Lakers vs. Cleveland >>> ESPN
10 p.m. Los Angeles Clippers vs. Utah >>> NBA TV
11 p.m. Minnesota vs. Houston >>> ESPN
GOLF
4 a.m. British Open, first round >>> USA Network
Noon LPGA Tour: Dana Open, first round >>> Golf Channel
5 p.m. PGA Tour: Barracuda Championship, first round >>> Golf Channel
4 a.m. (Friday) British Open, second round >>> USA Network
SOCCER
6 p.m. Copa Sudamericana round of 32, first leg: Cuiaba at Palestino >>> BeIN Sports
8:30 p.m. Copa Sudamericana round of 32, first leg: Always Readyat LDU Quito >>> BeIN Sports
TENNIS
5 a.m. ATP: Hall of Fame Open, Hamburg Open, Swiss Openand Nordea Open, early rounds; WTA: Hungarian Grand Prix and Palermo Ladies Open, early rounds >>> Tennis Channel
WOMEN'S LACROSSE
5 p.m. Athletes Unlimited: Team Glynn vs. Team Apuzzo >>> ESPNU
7:30 p.m. Athletes Unlimited: Team Moreno vs. Team Bosco >>> ESPNU
BOYS' BASKETBALL
10:30 a.m. Peach Jam: BBE (Mo.) vs. Oakland Soldiers (Calif.) >>> NBA TV
Noon Peach Jam: Florida Rebels vs. Vegas Elite >>> NBA TV
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Ho hum: Shohei Ohtani stole the all-star show again
For as little as he often says, for as matter-of-fact as he remains about his stardom, Shohei Ohtani's gravity upends MLB events from start to finish.
By Chelsea Janes | 2024-07-17

Shohei Ohtani homered in the All-Star Game on Tuesday night. (Sam Hodde/Getty Images) 


ARLINGTON, Tex. -- In the end as in the beginning, in the Dallas metroplex as in Los Angeles, in 2024 as in 2021 and beyond, Shohei Ohtani stole the show again Tuesday night. At this MLB All-Star Game, like so many before it, he was the most coveted interview, the one normally stoic players hurried after for a picture, the one around whose at-bats the whole thing seemed to revolve.
And here, as on so many such stages in his career so far, he provided exactly what everyone wanted to see: a towering home run that soared deep to right field and, by the time it landed, made him the first player in MLB history with a pitching win (at the 2021 game in Denver) and a homer in his all-star career.
He became the first Los Angeles Dodger to homer in the game since Mike Piazza in 1996. He provided all of the National League's offense Tuesday, his three-run blast giving it the only runs it would muster in a 5-3 loss to the American League.
"In general, I haven't really hit well during the All-Star Game," Ohtani said through an interpreter. "So I'm just grateful I put a good ball in play."
For as little as he often says, for as matter-of-fact as he remains about his stardom, Ohtani's gravity upends events like these. When, for example, he arrived for all-star media day Monday, MLB staffers held reporters back until he was situated at the table where he would answer questions. When they freed them to follow Ohtani, a hurried swarm consumed left field at Globe Life Field, a wave of jogging cameramen so frenetic that Philadelphia Phillies all-star Alec Bohm stood up at his table and stopped a conversation.
"I want to see this," he said as Tyler Glasnow, Ohtani's teammate in L.A., held his phone up to document the invasion. When Washington Nationals shortstop CJ Abrams was asked whom he was most excited to meet at his first All-Star Game, he named Ohtani. When World Series champion and four-time all-star Juan Soto was asked whom he would most like to play with someday, he named Ohtani, too.
In fact, Soto and his New York Yankees megastar teammate, Aaron Judge, were talking about him as Ohtani came to bat a second time Tuesday night.
"He had just asked me what I think of Ohtani, and I was like, 'Man, .316, 30 homers,'" Judge said. "And before I could get it out of my mouth, he went 400 feet to right."
There were some memorable non-Ohtani moments, of course. In the first inning, when everyone wanted to see prodigy Paul Skenes face Judge before the end of Skenes's inning, Soto worked a walk and pointed straight to Judge before taking first base.
"I was trying to take him deep," Soto joked later. "But definitely after two strikes, I wanted to work the at-bat to make sure [Judge] faced him, too."
Judge swung at the first pitch and grounded into a force out. Skenes threw a scoreless first, with that walk to Soto the only blemish.
And there was Jarren Duran's go-ahead homer that earned him the MVP award; he was the first Boston Red Sox player to win it since J.D. Drew in 2008.
But these big stages belong, over and over, to Ohtani, not merely because of widespread fascination with his every move but also because of the way the baseball universe seems to will him to the center of them. When AL starting pitcher Corbin Burnes walked him in the first inning, the Texas crowd murmured and booed with discontent.
When he faced Oakland Athletics flamethrower Mason Miller later, Ohtani struck out. During the next at-bat, Miller struck out Trea Turner on a pitch measured at 103.6 mph, the hardest pitch ever thrown in an All-Star Game.
"The hitters that we face every day throughout the year, there are a lot of talented guys, but to do it on the stage in front of this crowd against these talented players is something I'll have forever," Miller told MLB.com after the game. "I think every single hitter over there's super talented, so whoever you match up against, it's going to be a battle. I ended up getting the top of the order, and I was excited to get that matchup."
But for as reliably as Ohtani has become the center of attention in moments like these, this year's All-Star Game was the first major event in recent memory that didn't come with uncomfortable questions.
For the last two-plus years of his Los Angeles Angels tenure, national stages brought national reporters, who brought endless questions about where he might spend his vaunted baseball future. And when he took the field in Seoul to open this season, he left it to questions about his interpreter, Ippei Mizuhara, and allegations that his longtime friend -- who has since pleaded guilty to criminal charges -- had siphoned millions from Ohtani to pay gambling debts.
This week, however, was noticeably lighthearted. After years of neutral, unremarkable red carpet suits, Ohtani opened his suit jacket Tuesday to reveal images of his now-famous dog, Decoy. He answered questions about his Home Run Derby pick (Dodgers teammate and eventual winner Teoscar Hernandez), whether Los Angeles can recover from a slow end to the first half, whether failing to win a World Series will constitute a failure. The dialogue is, as much as it has ever been with Ohtani, about the fortunes of his beat-up baseball team.
"It's been a tough stretch the last several games before entering the all-star break," Ohtani said. "But I think this all-star break is a really good opportunity to kind of reset and for all the injured players to return. So I think it's going to be a really good opportunity for us to be able to head into the second half. Really looking forward to getting more players back from the injured list."
Conversations like those, questions about his manager and World Series-or-bust talk serve as a reminder that, for his recent omnipresence in Midsummer Classics, Ohtani is about to embark on an unprecedented chapter of his stateside career: For the first time, he will be on a team that could -- and should -- make the postseason. Barring unthinkable calamity, he will be playing meaningful games in August and September. If everything goes to plan, he will be playing games of any kind in October. Ohtani always seems to find his way to the center of baseball's biggest moments. The biggest ones, in some ways, might be on the way.
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David Cone's perfect game was almost too perfect to believe
Twenty-five years ago, David Cone's perfect game -- on Yogi Berra Day, with Don Larsen in the crowd -- was packed with New York Yankees mystique.
By Frederic J. Frommer | 2024-07-17

New York Yankees teammates carry David Cone off the field after he completed a perfect game. (Vincent Laforet/Allsport) 


David Cone wasn't much of a believer in baseball destiny when he took the mound on Yogi Berra Day at Yankee Stadium 25 years ago Thursday. But before that game, Don Larsen had thrown out the first pitch. And after Cone threw a perfect game against the Montreal Expos, matching Larsen's 1956 World Series feat against the Brooklyn Dodgers, it got him wondering.
"That day certainly shook me up and made me think about those sorts of things," Cone said in an interview last week. "I ended up with 88 pitches on Yogi Berra Day and there's a big number 8 painted behind home plate" to commemorate the Hall of Fame catcher's uniform number. "So that makes you think as well. It was just an incredible day all the way around -- the further removed I get from it, the more I appreciate it."
Curt Schilling once famously mocked New York Yankees "mystique" and "aura" as the names of nightclub dancers, but it was hard to deny something was in the air July 18, 1999. As the team's shortstop, Derek Jeter, said in "It Ain't Over," a documentary about Berra: "I've always said that there's ghosts in Yankee Stadium because it seems like just strange things happen all the time. And for there to be a perfect game on Yogi Berra Day? It just doesn't make a lot of sense -- you know what I mean? But I think some things happen for a reason, and that was one of them."

"The further removed I get from it, the more I appreciate it," David Cone said of his perfect game. (Vincent Laforet/Getty Images) 


The improbable result had a New York backstory. Angry about how owner George Steinbrenner had him fired as manager after just 16 games in 1985 -- sending GM Clyde King to carry out the act -- Berra stayed away from the ballpark for 14 years. But Yankees broadcaster Suzyn Waldman negotiated a rapprochement in which Steinbrenner apologized, paving the way for the midsummer Berra tribute.
As he warmed up in the bullpen, Cone watched Berra and his wife, Carmen, riding around in a convertible before the game.
"I remember being carefree and not even thinking about my warmup or who I was facing or what I was going to do," he said. "I was completely a blank page. Just kind of enjoying the moment."
Larsen, 69, was there to throw out the first pitch to Berra, 74, his catcher in the World Series perfect game. Cone stood next to Larsen and told him, "You're going to run in there, jump into his arms."
But Larsen corrected him.
"He said: 'Kid, you got it backwards. It's the other way around. He jumped into my arms,'" Cone recalled. "I felt a little sheepish getting the history wrong at that point, but it was definitely kind of a light and funny moment, especially with Don's bellowing, heavy voice coming back at me."
In an Oct. 9, 1956, front-page story in The Washington Post, Shirley Povich famously wrote: "The million-to-one shot came in. Hell froze over. A month of Sundays hit the calendar. Don Larsen today pitched a no-hit, no-run, no-man-reach-first game in a World Series."
Plenty had changed in baseball since then, and the 1999 season was just the third year of interleague play, with this matchup pitting franchises from different leagues going in opposite directions. The Yankees were in the midst of a late-'90s dynasty, on the way to their second of three consecutive World Series titles. The Expos were headed to their third straight fourth-place finish in their division and would move to Washington in 2005.
Offense was ascendant in 1999, which made Cone's feat even more impressive. The MLB batting average was .271, compared with .243 this year. Cone faced a Montreal lineup that featured future Hall of Famer Vladimir Guerrero, one of four Expos with an OPS over .800. Rondell White and Jose Vidro came into the game hitting .321 and .317. But it was also a free-swinging crew that lunged at Cone's slider all afternoon.
After Larsen threw out the first pitch, he and Berra sat in the owner's box.
"Usually, I'm gone after three or four innings," Larsen said in the Berra documentary. "... But as time went on, they made us stay. We both stayed and watched him do his marvelous performance."

The Montreal Expos in 1999 were headed to their third straight fourth-place finish. (Vincent Laforet/Getty Images) 


It was 98 degrees in the Bronx that afternoon. The heat didn't bother Cone.
"I actually thrived in hot weather," said Cone, who now works as an analyst for ESPN's "Sunday Night Baseball" and YES Network Yankees games. "I was 36 years old at the time and the heat helped to keep my arm loose, with all the wear and tear and miles on my arm."
Had it not been for an outstanding play by right fielder Paul O'Neill at the beginning of the game, Cone's perfect moment would have ended early. The second batter of the game, Terry Jones, hit a flyball into the right-center gap, and O'Neill chased it down with a diving catch, capped by a somersault.
Cone mowed through the Montreal lineup, interrupted only by a 33-minute rain delay in the third inning. As he piled up the perfect innings, the Yankees started giving Cone the silent treatment in the dugout -- a classic baseball tradition.
After Cone retired the first batter in the top of the seventh, Fox 5 announcer Tim McCarver asked his broadcast partner, Waldman, "Can't happen, can it, Suzyn?"
Waldman: "No, it can't."
McCarver: "No way. Come on!"
Waldman: "Why not?"
McCarver: "Now that would be the coincidence of coincidences."
Then, in his trademark, high-pitched, incredulous tone, he added, "I mean, my gosh!"
Cone said he can still remember seeing the tension on his teammates' faces in the late innings, saying "it was palpable; you could feel it." If there was one player who seemed the best candidate to botch the perfect game, it was second baseman Chuck Knoblauch, who suffered a well-publicized case of the "yips" as he struggled to throw the ball to first base. That season, he would commit a whopping 26 errors. So when he made a nice backhand play on Vidro's hard groundball up the middle with one out in the eighth, Cone was worried Knoblauch would throw it away.
"I think the whole stadium was," Cone said. But the second baseman steadied himself in the outfield grass and threw a rocket to first to nail Vidro. "And that was probably the loudest cheer of the day, other than the last out," Cone said.

Cone is congratulated by catcher Joe Girardi after his perfect game, the first in baseball since David Wells accomplished the feat for the Yankees. (Zelevansky/AP) 


After Cone struck out Brad Fullmer for the final out of the eighth inning, he went into the clubhouse bathroom to give himself a pep talk.
"It was probably a reaction to the superstitions of everybody else staying away from me and a need to vent a little bit to kind of get things out," he said. "And I ended up talking to myself out loud, staring at myself in the bathroom mirror. It was pretty simple things, along the lines of, 'This is probably your last chance to do something like this.'"
Cone noted he had been close to a no-hitter a few times -- most notably in 1996, when he made a dramatic return from surgery by tossing seven no-hit innings against the Oakland Athletics. But Manager Joe Torre removed him out of concern for his surgically repaired shoulder. Closer Mariano Rivera gave up a hit in the ninth.
Three years later, with a shot at the far more significant -- and rarer -- perfect game, Cone told himself, "You can do it, you got this, your stuff is great." But he also had doubts: "How are you going to react if you blow it?"
"This is going back and forth in my mind," he noted. "It's good cop, bad cop or whatever you want to call it. It wasn't anything really profound, but it was more along the lines of just kind of psyching myself up and talking myself into it and kind of setting the stage."
The Yankees added a run in the bottom of the eighth inning to make it 6-0, and Cone went back on the field to face the bottom of the Expos' lineup in the ninth.
"The adrenaline rush was so extreme," he said. "It was like nothing that I'd ever felt. Walking out for the ninth inning, my head was on fire. I used the expression that I could feel my hair growing. You feel like your whole body is electric."
Cone fanned the first batter, Chris Widger. Next up was Ryan McGuire, pinch-hitting for Shane Andrews; McGuire poked a flyball into left field. Left fielder Ricky Ledee awkwardly pursued the ball in the sun-splashed outfield, and the roughly 42,000 in the stands held their breath. Cone wondered whether Ledee had lost it in the sun. The left fielder had his glove facing up until the last second, then flipped it down to make a "look-what-I-found" two-handed basket catch.
"Oh, boy!" McCarver exclaimed on the Yankees broadcast. "Oh, boy!"
Cone needed just one more out.
"Orlando Cabrera, 0 for 2 this afternoon," McCarver announced, then added sarcastically, "No kidding."
On a 1-1 pitch, Cabrera popped it straight up in the air, and third baseman Scott Brosius crossed into foul territory, just past the third base line.
"At first I wasn't sure it was going to be made because when I looked up I got blinded by the sun," Cone said, and he pointed up in the air, adding that was the first time he had done that on an infield popup. "I couldn't actually see the ball, and then when I saw Brosius had it measured, that's when I knew that this is going to happen."
After Brosius caught the ball, catcher Joe Girardi charged the mound, embraced Cone and pulled him down to the turf, almost like a linebacker tackling a quarterback -- albeit with much more tenderness -- and their teammates joined in. The TV broadcast panned to Larsen in the owner's suite, clapping and smiling.
"I remember being down on the ground for a while thinking: 'Okay, that's enough. Let's get up,'" Cone said. "It felt like we were down there forever." His teammates carried him off the field like a bunch of Little Leaguers, as Cone thrust his arm upward in celebration. The scoreboard flashed: "IT'S DEJA VU ALL OVER AGAIN ..."
Echoing Povich, Cone told reporters, "I probably have a better chance of winning the lottery than this happening today." Noting Larsen's presence on Yogi Berra Day, he added, "It makes you stop and think about the Yankee magic and the mystique of this ballpark."
Torre, who was celebrating his 59th birthday, had been at Larsen's perfect game as a 16-year-old. After the game, Cone went into his office, and there was someone on the phone. No, not President Bill Clinton. It was Toronto Blue Jays pitcher David Wells, who had thrown a perfect game for the Yankees the previous season before being dealt in an offseason trade.
"Boomer's on the phone," Cone said, using Wells's nickname. "He welcomed me to the club and said he was going to fly in and party with me tonight, so I'm expecting him any minute."
A little later, Cone came upon Larsen in the tunnel between the dugout and the clubhouse.
"At that point, Don and I didn't really know each other all that well," he recalled, "but I remember seeing him and the look on his face after the game and I just ran to him and bearhugged him, gave him a big hug for a long time, and it was something that I think that he appreciated and that he understood what I was going through. And just the way he received me, it was almost fatherlike."
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The NBA's new salary cap system forced painful cuts. Adam Silver approves.
The commissioner is pleased with how the offseason has played out, possibly leading to further parity among the NBA's 30 teams.
By Ben Golliver | 2024-07-17

NBA Commissioner Adam Silver said Tuesday he was "happy" with the league's new salary cap system, which applied greater penalties and restrictions on the league's highest-spending teams in an effort to create more parity. (Charles Krupa/AP)


LAS VEGAS -- Golden State Warriors stars Stephen Curry and Klay Thompson broke up after 13 years together. The Los Angeles Clippers were outbid by the Philadelphia 76ers for Paul George. And Jalen Brunson took a significant discount on his contract extension, an unusual sacrifice that helped position the New York Knicks to make major improvements around their franchise guard.
Those decisions, among many others made since NBA free agency opened June 30, were shaped by a new collective bargaining agreement, which imposes steep financial penalties for adding talent to the league's highest-spending teams. Across the league, big-market teams such as the Warriors, Clippers, Knicks and Los Angeles Lakers took steps to avoid the "second apron" spending bracket for team salaries, which was set at $188.9 million for the 2024-25 season.
NBA Commissioner Adam Silver said Tuesday night that he is pleased with the early offseason returns, given the new salary cap system was intended to foster parity among the league's 30 teams.
"The system appears to be working, in that we were very clear that we set out to put more pressure on the high-end [spenders]," Silver said following an NBA Board of Governors meeting. "While we're not looking to completely flatten salaries throughout the league, part of the goals we set in collective bargaining was to ensure that every team was in a position to compete for championships and had the resources available to do so. The second apron's financial consequences are pretty severe, but [there is also] an impact on your ability to sign players and draft players. The teams are realizing there are real teeth in those provisions."
To enter the second apron, a team would need to be well above the $140.6 million salary cap. Entering that zone forces a team to pay luxury tax penalties and lose the ability to use a mid-level exception, include cash in a trade and use trade exceptions obtained in the previous season. Additionally, a second-apron team could have its draft pick moved to the end of the first round or lose the ability to trade certain future first-round picks.

Paul George signed with the Philadelphia 76ers this summer after five seasons with the Los Angeles Clippers. (Ashley Landis/AP)


If the Clippers had retained George on a contract similar to the four-year, $212 million deal he signed with the 76ers, they would have found it incredibly expensive to retain their existing rotation players and faced the new restrictions when trying to add talent around their core. Once George departed, the Clippers responded by adding Derrick Jones Jr., Nicolas Batum and Kevin Porter Jr. on smaller and shorter contracts that kept them out of the second apron.
The Clippers, who are owned by Steve Ballmer, the league's wealthiest owner, were among the NBA's top three spenders in each of the past three seasons. This summer, they sacrificed George, a nine-time all-star, and ended his five-year partnership with Kawhi Leonard to preserve their future flexibility.
Similarly, Golden State, which has won four championships since 2015, was the NBA's top spender in three of the past four seasons. After deciding not to give Thompson a lucrative long-term contract, the Warriors filled in the gaps with budget-friendly additions such as Buddy Hield, Kyle Anderson and De'Anthony Melton.
"It's still [in the] early days," Silver said. "From what we want to see happen, we're pretty happy."
The NBA has long been a league built on dynasties -- from Bill Russell's Boston Celtics to Michael Jordan's Chicago Bulls -- but it has crowned a different champion after each of the past six seasons. Given the new challenges of aggregating and compensating several top players on the same team, the league's newfound parity seems likely to continue.
The Celtics, who won the championship in June and will be a second-apron team this coming season, could see their star-studded roster become prohibitively expensive as early as next summer. In other words, it almost certainly will be more difficult for the Celtics to dominate in the 2020s as Jordan's Bulls did in the 1990s.
"As long as we can create something close to a level playing field in terms of the tools available to teams to compete, I'm absolutely fine with dynasties and I'm fine with new teams emerging every year," Silver said. "What the fans want to see is great competition. For fans of whatever team they're rooting for, they want to believe that their team, regardless of the size of the market or the depth of the pockets of ownership, [is] in a position to compete in the same way the 29 other teams are."
One other immediate impact of the onset of the second-apron era was a relative stagnation in star movement this offseason. Of the 26 players named all-stars in 2024, George was the only one who changed teams. That was a far cry from 2010, when LeBron James and Chris Bosh teamed up with Dwyane Wade on the Miami Heat, or 2016, when Kevin Durant joined Curry, Thompson and Draymond Green on the Warriors.
The new system is designed to more evenly spread superstars across the league. Unless top players choose to follow Brunson's lead and sacrifice tens of millions in annual salary, they will find it more difficult to engineer their own "superteam" configurations.
Brunson's decision to sign a four-year, $156.5 million extension -- far less than the five-year, $269 million deal he could have signed next summer -- enabled the Knicks to trade for Mikal Bridges, re-sign forward OG Anunoby and retain a roster that includes Julius Randle, Josh Hart and Donte DiVincenzo. Despite their savvy planning and Brunson's big favor, the Knicks still have just two all-stars, and they lost center Isaiah Hartenstein to the Oklahoma City Thunder in free agency.
"I know reports have come out that the summer was boring from a fan standpoint," Silver said. "I certainly don't think it was. We still saw a lot of critically important players moving from one team to another as free agents. ... While I don't want [the new system] to be boring, I want to put 30 teams in a position to better compete. I think we're on our way to doing that."
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Bilal Coulibaly is ready for a 'once-in-a-lifetime moment' at the Olympics
After his rookie season with the Wizards was cut short by an injury, Coulibaly is healthy and was officially selected this week to play for France at the Paris Games.
By Sapna Bansil | 2024-07-17

Bilal Coulibaly was officially selected to the French national team this week and will participate in the Paris Olympics. (John McDonnell/The Washington Post)


Right after one of the biggest achievements of his basketball career, Bilal Coulibaly's mind turned to his family.
Growing up in the suburbs of Paris, the Washington Wizards guard and his father used to watch various Olympic events -- basketball, of course, but also track. Now, at 19 years old, Coulibaly had received an Olympic opportunity of his own, earning a spot on the French national team for the upcoming Paris Games. When he learned of his selection in a text message, he immediately called his parents, both to celebrate the news and to settle their nerves.
"They were so stressed about [the roster announcement], so I had to calm them down," Coulibaly said this week from his hotel room in Lyon, where France will host an exhibition game against Serbia on Friday. "... They were proud, so happy. My mom was yelling. That was a cool moment."
Following a rookie season with the Wizards in which he averaged 8.4 points and 4.1 rebounds and flashed high-level defensive potential, Coulibaly was one of 12 players named this week to a strong French roster that could challenge the United States' bid for a fifth consecutive gold medal in men's basketball. The precocious wing is the youngest member of a squad loaded with NBA talent, including reigning rookie of the year Victor Wembanyama, four-time defensive player of the year Rudy Gobert and league veterans Nicolas Batum, Evan Fournier and Frank Ntilikina.
The selection is an opportunity for Coulibaly to represent his country at its home Olympics. The tournament's group stage, which pits France against Brazil, Japan and Germany, begins July 27 in Lille, approximately three hours north of Coulibaly's hometown of Courbevoie. Starting with the quarterfinal round, the tournament moves to Paris. Coulibaly's parents and two sisters plan to be in attendance each step of the way.
"[It's] so special," said Coulibaly, who turns 20 on July 26, the same day as the Opening Ceremonies. "It's a once-in-a-lifetime moment. ... I'm just proud of it and really honored to be one of the players who are playing in Paris."
Coulibaly's promising first season with the Wizards ended March 16, when he fractured his right wrist against the Chicago Bulls. Coulibaly said his recovery progressed well, and he is playing without restrictions. The French team is in the middle of a swing of six exhibition games leading up to the start of the Olympics.
Those games have marked Coulibaly's return to the court while also serving as a reunion with Wembanyama. The childhood friends were teammates with Metropolitans 92 in France's top professional league before they entered the NBA as part of the 2023 draft class.
The 7-foot-4 Wembanyama has blossomed into one of the most dynamic two-way talents in the league. He averaged 21.4 points, 10.6 rebounds, 3.6 blocks and 1.2 steals in his rookie season with the San Antonio Spurs.
"I forgot how easy it was to play with him," Coulibaly said. "... Even with the friendly games, he's been doing his thing, I've been doing my thing. We just complement each other very well."

Bilal Coulibaly, left, and Victor Wembanyama traded jerseys after the Wizards faced the Spurs in January. They were teammates on a French club before entering the NBA last year. (Mark Schiefelbein/AP)


Wembanyama and Gobert, both 7-footers, along with the 6-8 Coulibaly on the wing, give France a formidable defensive identity as it pursues its first Olympic gold. It faces stiff competition from a heavily favored U.S. team featuring LeBron James, Stephen Curry and Kevin Durant. Canada, led by Shai Gilgeous-Alexander, and Serbia, starring three-time NBA MVP Nikola Jokic, are also among the teams expected to contend for medals.
The French are looking to build off their showing at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021, when they defeated the United States during the group stage but followed with an 87-82 loss to the Americans in the gold medal game. France settled for its third silver medal and first since 2000.
Coulibaly was 17 at the time. He remembers the gold medal matchup as the game every young French basketball player was watching. Now he is eying a rematch.
"I wish we could change that [result] this year," Coulibaly said. "... I'm focused on our group for the moment, but if we pass on [from the group stage], I'll be thinking about the [United] States. Like I can't wait to meet them, you know?"
Coulibaly said the Olympic experience has already been helpful to his development. Besides getting a chance to play alongside Wembanyama and Gobert, he has been mentored by Ntilikina and four-time Olympian Nando de Colo.
With France expected to make it out of Group B, the Olympics could also be an opportunity for Coulibaly to experience playing in high-stakes games against fierce competition.
"You're playing against the best players in the world, so it only can help [your development]," Coulibaly said. "The rules are a little different, [Olympics] and NBA, but it's still basketball. Just playing against the greatest players [from] each country, playing for the best coaches ... you can only get better."
The Wizards announced Friday that they signed veteran forward Saddiq Bey. According to an ESPN report this week, the deal is for three years and $20 million.
Bey, 25, is entering his fifth NBA season after spending time with the Detroit Pistons and the Atlanta Hawks.
The 6-7, 215-pound forward, who was a first-round pick in 2020 out of Villanova, averaged 13.7 points and 6.5 rebounds for the Hawks last season before he suffered a torn ACL on March 10.
Bey was raised in Largo and played for DeMatha and Sidwell Friends.
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An assassination attempt rattled the nation. Then came the memes.
On social media, reactions to the attempted assassination of Donald Trump veered toward the dark and absurd. The memes reveal something deeper about the national moment.
By Tatum Hunter | 2024-07-18

(Illustration by Elena Lacey/The Washington Post; Jabin Botsford/TWP; iStock)


Alayna Cowan, a college student in Savannah, Ga., learned about the attempted assassination of Donald Trump from a news alert on her phone. She read the accompanying article, which reported that Trump's health was stable. Then she opened TikTok.
The first thing she saw was a TikTok edit -- a video splicing different clips together -- featuring images of President Biden talking about trying to reach Trump after the event set to the lovesick Chappel Roan song "Casual." As she scrolled, she saw video after video in the same vein: The point was that there is no point.
"I laughed," said the 21-year-old. "I think my generation doesn't feel seen by either political party, and we've dealt with so much during the last eight years. People feel pretty hopeless, so it's like, let's just make a joke."
TikTok, X and other social media platforms were flooded with dark humor in the aftermath of the shooting, which killed one spectator and injured two others. Some expressed glee, disappointment or grief at the attempted assassination of Trump, who escaped with a grazed ear, but many were apolitical, poking fun at mainstream reactions or U.S. presidential politics in general.
The wave of jokes and memes reflect apathy toward presidential politics and a desensitization to violence, especially among younger generations who grew up with rampant political polarization and mass shootings, experts tracking social media and politics say. Many young people say they feel disenfranchised by a two-party system that doesn't make room for their values. The ripple effects are playing out on social media in the form of memes and screenshots -- the jokes are deadpan, often without a clear political point, and appearing moments after the event they're referencing.
"Give me a song and I'll reply with either of these," reads a tweet with two images: One of an ear coated in gold, another of Trump bleeding from the ear. A reshared screenshot got 73,000 likes and 1.4 million views.
A tweet with 79,000 likes shows a person talking to a costumed character at a Disney park: "Me letting Ant Man know Trump has been shot."
"I would worry a great deal if the significant portion of the American public feels sufficiently disaffected from politics that even when somebody is targeted for assassination, all that it elicits is a sense of the absurd," said William Howell, a professor at the University of Chicago, who studies U.S. presidential politics. "A lot of people feel like politicians are out of step and ineffective, the legislative process is all but broken, therefore politics becomes a thing of theater," he said.
More than half of Generation Z teens don't identify with a major political party, and the majority of Gen Z and millennial adults say America's political problems require a generational change in leadership, according to 2024 data from the nonpartisan Public Religion Research Institute. But on the internet, memes and jokes about the Trump shooting got reshared by the young and old alike.
Of course, people have always used gallows humor to cope with national violence -- when then president-elect Abraham Lincoln changed his travel routes in 1861 to stay safe from would-be assassins, the magazine Harper's Weekly published a series of cartoons showing him traipsing around in goofy disguises. Satirical news site the Onion put out an issue dedicated to 9/11 two weeks after the attacks. But the speed of online discourse and the design of social media platforms has changed the way we react to tragedy, said Delia Cai, who writes the popular internet culture newsletter Deez Links.
Bleak humor about national violence -- from 9/11 to school shootings -- used to play out in niche corners of the internet, Cai said. But now it's infused the dominant culture, to the point that no matter the political bend of your particular feed, you're likely to see callous jokes or disassociated commentary. This may reflect broad political sentiment, but it also reflects the incentives of the online economy, Cai said. On social media, attention is currency, and saying something funny draws more eyeballs than saying something earnest.
Over time, those dynamics shape online culture. Millennials were more likely to type a sincere post about national politics, Cai said, but the posts didn't change how politicians operate. Now, such online sincerity feels performative, and nihilism comes with some serious "cultural capital," Cai said.
"The prevailing feeling is like, 'This is like so stupid that it's below me to comment,' or, 'I've given up taking things seriously so I'm just making tweets until the asteroid hits,'" she said.
Humor can be a way to dissociate, but it can also be a way to engage, says Ben Collins, CEO of the Onion. His team started writing jokes immediately after the shooting Saturday and put out a digital edition Monday evening, he said. One headline was "Congress bans roofs," poking fun at politicians' failure or reluctance to pass sweeping gun reforms. He said the funniest jokes usually come when writers "take a breath," step back and try to put events in their larger context. In this case, the context was constant gun violence.
"Jokes get us through these moments because otherwise that helplessness can turn into rage," Collins said.
Some jokes called for a second assassination attempt or berated the shooter for poor aim -- both potential violations of a law prohibiting threats from people wishing harm on political figures. Donald Trump may have encouraged such takes with his own habitual flippancy toward important national topics, said satirist Percival Everett, but it doesn't mean the rest of us should follow suit.
Everett, who has written his share of bloody, ironic humor about American society, said the numb, knee-jerk jokes after Saturday's shooting struck him as hollow.
"An innocent person died that day. He will not see or be seen by his family again," Everett said. "Absurd as it, it is no joke."
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The Silicon Valley realignment leading tech titans to Trump
With J.D. Vance's nomination as Trump's VP, conservative tech leaders are going all-in for Trump, a major shift for an industry has has skewed blue in the past
By Gerrit De Vynck, Elizabeth Dwoskin, Nitasha Tiku | 2024-07-18

Former president Donald Trump arrives at Fiserv Forum on Wednesday, the third day of the Republican National Convention, in downtown Milwaukee. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


SAN FRANCISCO -- A wave of Silicon Valley leaders has publicly lined up behind Donald Trump since Saturday's assassination attempt -- including some who had previously denounced the former president or supported his rivals -- cementing a political shift in the tech world years in the making.
In recent months, many tech elites quietly latched onto Trump, the perceived front-runner, drawn by Trump's promises of industry-friendly policies on cryptocurrency and artificial intelligence and driven away from President Biden by scrutiny of the sector they see as kneecapping innovation.
But since the shooting in Butler, Pa., tech leaders have enfolded Trump in a very public embrace.
It took barely half an hour for Tesla chief executive Elon Musk to tweet his endorsement. On Monday, a super PAC aligned with Trump reported it had raised $8.5 million from prominent tech leaders, including investor David Sacks, who previously backed Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis' GOP presidential bid; venture capitalist Doug Leone, who denounced Trump after the Jan. 6 insurrection; and Musk himself, who previously voted for Biden and said as recently as March that he wouldn't donate to either candidate in 2024.
And on Tuesday, Marc Andreessen and Ben Horowitz, founders of one of Silicon Valley's most notable venture capital firms, endorsed Trump in an hour-and-a-half podcast, arguing that a thriving technology sector is critical to sustaining America's global dominance. They also criticized the Biden administration for stymieing crypto; their firm has raised $7.6 billion to invest in crypto companies.
Meanwhile, Trump's decision to pick Ohio senator and former venture capitalist J.D. Vance as his running mate has elated billionaire Peter Thiel and some other Silicon Valley investors, who see Vance as one of their own and a potential ally in the White House.
Vance worked for Thiel -- a longtime Trump backer who co-founded data-mining company Palantir -- before running for Senate. Though Thiel does not plan to give money this cycle, Vance's nomination clinched his vote for Trump, according to a person familiar with his thinking, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to share his plans.
Despite its libertarian leanings, the tech world has traditionally supported Democrats. The extent of Silicon Valley's disillusionment with Biden has taken some Democrats by surprise.
At an invitation-only meeting last week intended to ease tensions with the crypto industry, Biden senior adviser Anita Dunn appeared taken aback by the open hostility from the tech start-up community, according to three people familiar with the interaction who spoke on the condition of anonymity to share details of the private event.
Dunn spent more than an hour taking questions from the group, which included crypto investor Mark Cuban, said Rep. Ro Khanna (D-Calif.), who convened the meeting at the Willard hotel a block from the White House. Khanna said organizers were working to set up a follow-up call to "continue the conversation and further build the relationship."
A White House official said "Anita appreciated the honest and candid conversation" and "looks forward to continuing to engage with the crypto and blockchain communities."
Sacks flaunted the growing support for Trump in a Tuesday X post that unfurled a string of Trump endorsees, including Andreessen, Leone, Musk and hedge fund billionaire Bill Ackman, who endorsed Trump after the shooting.

David Sacks, former CEO of Yammer, speaks onstage during Day 1 of the Republican National Convention on Monday in Milwaukee. Former president Donald Trump will address the convention on Thursday. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


"Come on in, the water's warm," he wrote, adding a picture of Trump giving a thumbs-up sign.
The endorsements highlight a political realignment among Silicon Valley elites, who have been shifting the Democratic stronghold to the right since the pandemic. Some leaders say they are making a calculated bet that Trump will benefit their companies and investments.
"A lot of the people backing Trump are approaching it with the VC mind-set -- that, if you see something that is going to be a victory, you need to get in early," said Matt Krisiloff, CEO of Conception, a biotech start-up, who raised money for a PAC to back Biden challenger Dean Phillips.
Many industry leaders broadcast their votes for former president Barack Obama in 2008 and 2012, as well as Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton in 2016, putting their cash and names behind the party. Musk himself said he supported Democrats up to and including Biden's successful run against Trump in 2020. In their podcast, Andreessen spoke of meeting former president Bill Clinton at age 23 and supporting him; his vice president, Al Gore; and the 2004 Democratic nominee, John F. Kerry. Horowitz also donated to Obama's presidential campaign.
Four years ago, Santa Clara county, which encompasses most of Silicon Valley, voted 73 percent for Biden and 25 percent for Trump. The result in San Francisco was even more overwhelming, with Biden winning 85 percent of the vote against Trump's 13 percent.

Torn Trump signs are seen on the ground behind a police skirmish line during a protest near where Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump held a rally in San Jose, California on June 02, 2016. (Josh Edelson/AFP/Getty Images)


When Trump was elected, his derogatory comments about women and his attempt to ban travel from Muslim-majority countries made it rare for anyone in Silicon Valley to openly support him, said Siri Srinivas, a venture capitalist in the Bay Area. Now, she said, people are less likely to vocally oppose Trump, despite fears about the policy implications of a second Trump term.
"There is a risk of offending people that are more powerful than you," Srinivas said.
While many less prominent workers say they continue to support Democrats, executives and powerful investors have been actively lobbying against Biden's more aggressive approach to tech regulation. While Clinton and Obama cultivated strong ties to the tech world, Biden has appointed pro-regulation progressives, such as Federal Trade Commission chair Lina Khan, who have gone harder on the industry.
Khanna said Democrats need to do better at showcasing how the party's policies support innovation and boost people building companies in the United States. "We have not done a good enough job making that argument since Obama," Khanna said.
Many tech leaders who vocally supported Democratic candidates in previous elections haven't been as active this cycle. Meanwhile, Big Tech CEOs who opposed Trump's attempted immigration restrictions in 2017 -- including Google CEO Sundar Pichai and Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella -- haven't spoken publicly, either.
On Saturday, LinkedIn founder Reid Hoffman, one of Silicon Valley's most prominent Democratic donors, was swarmed by critical X users after he suggested that Trump should denounce political violence after the assassination attempt. Through a spokesperson, Hoffman declined to comment.
"Reid is sort of alone on an island" in his support for Biden, said one Silicon Valley executive, speaking on the condition of anonymity to avoid burning bridges.
Trump allies and the GOP have already been actively designing policies that would benefit the tech industry. Last week, the party's policy platform included a repeal of Biden's AI executive order, which instituted requirements for tech companies to test their tech before releasing it. Trump allies are drafting an executive order of their own calling for a series of "Manhattan Projects" to infuse funding into military tech and strike down "unnecessary and burdensome regulations," The Washington Post reported Tuesday.
The decision to add Vance to the ticket could give Trump-backing tech leaders another conduit to influence policy and is already drawing more tech-industry support. Many startup founders are excited by Vance's youth, and say he strikes a balance between supporting startups and scrutinizing big tech companies like Google.

Former president Donald Trump, with Republican vice-presidential nominee J.D. Vance at Fiserv Forum on Tuesday, the second day of the Republican National Convention in downtown Milwaukee. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


The Biden White House also has been vocal about the importance of investing in AI, and Big Tech companies have said they generally support AI regulations -- though start-ups and venture capitalists have expressed concerns that Google, Microsoft and OpenAI might use AI regulations to make it harder for smaller firms to compete.
Trump showed he was conversant in tech priorities when he appeared last month as a guest on the "All-In" podcast, a popular forum for the tech world which Sacks co-hosts. Referring to a fundraiser Sacks hosted for Trump in San Francisco last month, the former president mentioned one of Silicon Valley's current obsessions -- the growing demand for electricity to train expensive and energy consumptive AI models.
"I realized the other day more than anything, when we were at David's house and talking to a lot of geniuses from Silicon Valley and other places, they need electricity at levels that nobody's ever experienced before," Trump said.
Though Andreessen and Horowitz disagree with Trump on immigration, the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol and many other issues, they have made a calculated decision to support the candidate they thought would be best for their business, said a person familiar with their thinking, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because the person was not authorized to speak publicly.
On their podcast, "The Marc and Ben Show," the venture capitalists on Tuesday offered perhaps the clearest explanation for the ideological transformation in Silicon Valley. They said tech executives were once expected to donate their money to progressive causes; in return, they were feted by society. But in the 2010s, the political winds shifted, Andreessen said: People began criticizing rich tech philanthropists and arguing that they should pay higher taxes instead of giving their money away.
Andreessen said America's superpower status rests on its technological advantage, making anything that slows innovation a danger to the country's ability to defend its way of life.
"American technological preeminence lives or dies on whether start-ups can survive," he said.
But Vinod Khosla, a veteran venture capitalist who held a fundraiser for Biden earlier this year, said the support for Trump has more prosaic roots: Those who backed cryptocurrency companies want to bolster their investments.
"People in Silicon Valley who are deeply into crypto and don't want crypto regulation and want to run unfettered are the people supporting Trump," Khosla said. "It's crypto versus non-crypto people and most of them are not in Silicon Valley."
The rightward lurch also comes amid Silicon Valley belt-tightening. Tech companies have laid off tens of thousands of tech workers over the last two years and executives have called an end to numerous perks and ever-increasing stock bonuses. Some tech leaders, including Musk, have criticized diversity initiatives and progressive policies passed by the California legislature. The tech world also has become much more receptive to working with the Pentagon, despite prominent employee protests against military contracts in the late 2010s.
Regular tech workers mostly don't support Trump, said Krisiloff, the tech founder who supported Phillips. The Trump wave, several executives said, is a phenomenon among a small but growing group of largely right-leaning elites, some of whom were afraid in the past to speak publicly.
Still, the tech leaders supporting Trump are powerful, and they are sweeping others up in their movement, Srinivas said. She added: "One way or another, they are very influential."
Cat Zakrzewski and Aaron Schaffer contributed to this report.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2024/07/18/trump-jd-vance-silicon-valley-musk-gop/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Russia and China pounce on Trump rally shooting to undermine U.S.
Russia and China swarmed social media hours after the shooting at a Trump campaign rally in Butler, Pa., seizing on the assassination attempt to stoke disorder.
By Cat Zakrzewski, Joseph Menn | 2024-07-17

A news program about the assassination attempt on former president Donald Trump is shown on a giant screen at a shopping mall in Beijing. (Greg Baker/AFP/Getty Images)


Russia and China swarmed X and other social media platforms hours after the shooting at a Trump campaign rally in Butler, Pa., seizing on the most prominent assassination attempt of the internet era to stoke disorder, in part by blaming President Biden and other Democrats for the violence.
"Biden calls Trump 'threat to the nation,'" posted Sputnik International, a Russian state media site, sharing a video of a recent Biden speech to more than 400,000 followers. "Trump gets shot the very next day ... Coincidence?"
The wave of sensational posts painted the United States as a nation in decline and on the verge of civil war. Russian state media boosted accounts saying that the United States had devolved into a third-world country. Chinese state media shared cartoons labeling America a "violence exporter." And Iranian accounts spread false claims that the gunman was affiliated with antifa, a loosely knit group of far-left activists that Trump and Republicans have previously blamed for violence.
The frenzied post-shooting news cycle was a gift to adversaries who have spent years developing a digital strategy to leverage crises for political gain. The lack of immediate information about the gunman, stark images of a bloodied former president in broad daylight and rampant homegrown conspiracy theories created an ideal environment for influence operations to exploit.
"Any domestic crisis can and will be picked up and exacerbated by state actors, who will try to turn it to their own ends," said Renee DiResta, former research manager at the Stanford Internet Observatory and author of "Invisible Rulers: The People Who Turn Lies Into Reality."
Foreign adversaries pounced on the opportunity to portray the United States as "a violent and unstable actor -- at home and around the world," said Graham Brookie, the Atlantic Council's vice president of technology programs and strategy.
While some state accounts publicly stoked these narratives on X, researchers also observed activities in more private channels, with Brookie remarking Sunday that Kremlin proxies across the messaging service Telegram were "having a day."
Russia has used state-controlled media to promote negative stories about the United States for decades, a method that accelerated with the growth of English-language outlets and social media. After the invasion of Ukraine, however, some platforms blocked or labeled RT and Sputnik.
In response, Russia has put more work into generating unlabeled propaganda, including regular and "verified" blue-check accounts on X, influencers on Telegram and other platforms, and communications through unaffiliated media. The deniability makes messages more credible, regardless of overlaps with content published to state-funded media.
X did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The widespread impact of online foreign influence in American elections was first felt in 2016, when Russia used social media to target conservatives with scare messages about immigrants, minorities and crime, while also posing as Black activists angry at police violence. Since then, China has adopted some of the same techniques, according to researchers and intelligence officials.
In April, Microsoft reported that Beijing was using fake accounts to push questions on controversial topics including drug abuse, immigration and racial tensions. The accounts -- which posed as American voters -- sometimes probed followers about their support for U.S. presidential candidates.
"We know that Russia has historically taken these events as an opportunity to spread conspiracy theories, and we assume they are still running operations that include impersonating Americans," longtime information researcher and University of Washington professor Kate Starbird said Tuesday.
The spike in posts related to the shooting comes as foreign interference operations are exploding and becoming more difficult to track. A variety of foreign actors are engaging in the campaigns, while advances in artificial intelligence have made it easier for even small actors to translate their messages into English, craft sophisticated images and make bogus social media accounts seem genuine.
Russian and Chinese accounts have proliferated on X, posting on such hot-button political issues as the decay of American cities and the immigration crisis at the Texas border. Earlier this year, propaganda accounts promoting Chinese views multiplied in the run-up to Taiwan's elections. And last week, U.S. and allied officials identified nearly 1,000 fake accounts on X that used artificial intelligence to spread pro-Russian propaganda.
Since Saturday's shooting, Russian diplomatic accounts have been amplifying critical statements from Kremlin spokespeople on X and other social media, said Melanie Smith, a U.S. research director at the Institute for Strategic Dialogue. Chinese state media outlets have taken a more neutral tone, focusing on allegations that Secret Service failures led to the violence, she said.
The Global Times, a Chinese state media outlet, shared a cartoon early Sunday depicting a hammer labeled "political violence" falling on a map of the United States. "Looking to the future, if the US is unable to change the current situation of political polarization, political violence is likely to intensify," the account tweeted.
Some foreign actors have brazenly accused their enemies of somehow orchestrating the attack on Trump. For example, Russian-affiliated accounts on X suggested without evidence that Ukraine or the U.S. defense industry may have been involved to prevent Trump from cutting off aid to the region and withdrawing lucrative military contracts.
"Trump may have become an obstacle to the arms industry with his 'America First' program," one post in German read. "The industrial and military lobbies have always had very long arms."
"Trump's coming to power means the collapse of the arms race," one in French said. "... So you can look for someone who benefits."
The accounts are tracked by Antibot4Navalny, a Russian activist research group.
In an interview on the Russian state TV channel Soloviev Live that was promoted on Telegram, U.S. journalist John Varoli said, "Ukrainian special services might be behind this, on the orders of the White House," according to a translation by anti-misinformation company NewsGuard.
Varoli further suggested without evidence that the suspected gunman was affiliated with antifa, as did Iranian state media. As of Wednesday, the FBI had been unable to establish a motive; investigators said Thomas Matthew Crooks, a 20-year-old nursing-home employee from suburban Pittsburgh, appeared to have acted alone.
Over the past two years, social media platforms have scaled back work against foreign misinformation and curtailed communication with the U.S. government about it. The FBI recently resumed some communications with the companies, The Post previously reported. The contacts resumed shortly before the U.S. Supreme Court threw out a challenge from conservatives, who sought to ban such contacts as impermissible government interference in protected free speech.
Platforms such as Meta have teams that identify and respond to covert foreign influence operations. But the company, along with X and YouTube, has weakened or eliminated policies and programs meant to fight political misinformation and limited access to tools that helped independent researchers root out such networks.
"I'm worried that we've lost a little bit of those windows into that activity due to changes in recent years," Starbird said.
Meta did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
Those teams, which typically ramp up in the months immediately before an election, may not be prepared for a crisis such as the assassination attempt so early in the political cycle, said Brian Fishman, who previously led Facebook's work against dangerous individuals and organizations and co-founded the trust and safety company Cinder.
"The danger here," Fishman said, "is that the threat to our political process isn't just coming on Election Day."
Naomi Nix contributed to this report.
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What Musk's Trump support means for X
Conservatives long accused Twitter of liberal bias. What happens now that its owner openly backs Trump?
By Will Oremus | 2024-07-17
Happy Wednesday! Is it hot enough for you? Send news tips to: will.oremus@washpost.com.
What Musk's Trump support means for X and the election.

Elon Musk, right, has endorsed Donald Trump, raising questions about the impartiality of his social media platform, X. (AP)


Four years ago, then-Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey, Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg and Google CEO Sundar Pichai were summoned to a barrage of congressional hearings to testify on their platforms' handling of the 2020 presidential election. Republican leaders, including Sens. Lindsey Graham (S.C.) and Ted Cruz (Tex.), pressed the social media chiefs on allegations of anti-conservative bias -- an accusation all three vociferously denied.
As the next presidential election looms, Dorsey is long gone, Twitter is now X, and its new owner has dropped any pretense of personal impartiality. Elon Musk said over the weekend that he "fully endorse[s] President Trump" and is reportedly preparing to donate huge sums to a pro-Trump super PAC.
Musk's emergence as a leading Trump supporter raises fresh questions about the role X might play in the 2024 election.
From the start, Musk's bid to take over Twitter was motivated by his opposition to its content moderation policies, and his policies at X have reflected his rightward tilt. That might suggest that his open support of Trump won't really change much.
Yet for all the speculation about Big Tech's past biases, this will be the first presidential election in which a major social media platform is controlled by a close public ally of one of the candidates. And that candidate, Trump, has so frequently violated the rules of mainstream social media platforms that they ended up booting him.
Meta, YouTube and X have all since reinstated Trump. Meta said Friday that it would no longer closely monitor Trump's account for future violations, giving the former president a clean slate as he headed into this week's Republican National Convention.
As recently as two years ago, it was unclear whether Trump would ever again be able to use mainstream social media again to propel his candidacy. Now the question is whether he would ever again be sanctioned for his posts.
While X has pulled back on some content policies under Musk, its civic integrity policy still prohibits some forms of voting misinformation. But Musk has a track record of changing the company's rules ad hoc, including in response to conservatives' complaints or to protect his own interests.
His commitment to Trump raises the prospect of whether Musk would bend or alter the site's rules to boost his preferred candidate. X did not respond to a request for comment Tuesday on whether it remains committed to impartiality.
Musk could also boost Trump without bending any rules, just by using his massively influential X account to amplify pro-Trump voices -- several of which he began following shortly after his endorsement.
In the days after Trump was shot at a rally, Musk touted X as a primary source of news about the incident, urging users to ditch mainstream media and rely for information on his site, where baseless claims flourished in the shooting's wake. Musk himself helped spark a trending discussion over whether the Secret Service had let Trump down by prioritizing diversity in its ranks.
On Monday, he posted that "the legacy media is a pure propaganda machine," whereas X is "the voice of the people."
That rhetoric dovetails with Trump's long-standing characterization of the media as "fake news," a line he often used to duck or distract from negative publicity throughout his presidency.
"Conspiracy theories animate MAGA's rejection of the elite," said Tom Joscelyn, senior fellow at the online forum Just Security and a principal drafter of the Democrat-led House select committee's Jan. 6, 2021, report. "So it is no surprise that Musk often shares or endorses conspiracy theories that seek to undermine the public's confidence in America's institutions and democracy.
"For example, Musk still repeats debunked claims about noncitizens voting in large numbers in Arizona," Joscelyn added, an unfounded theory that Trump has often advanced since his 2020 loss. "As we get closer to the election, we should expect that X, and Musk himself, will become awash in these types of false claims."
But even as mainstream social media appears to be aligning in Trump's favor, one key figure remains largely absent: Trump himself.
After his exile from the major platforms, Trump launched his own social network, Truth Social. Since then, he has used the site as his primary online megaphone, much as he had Twitter. The site and its parent company, Trump Media, have undergone legal and financial struggles, and at one point, Trump even asked Musk if he might want to buy it. But a recent influx of cash from investors has bolstered its fortunes.
While X reinstated Trump's account in November 2022, Trump has posted just once since then. People close to him have told my colleague Drew Harwell that Trump resuming full activity on X could jeopardize Truth Social, where his account is the main draw. So far, he seems to be prioritizing his business over the potential to reach a much wider audience on X. In the meantime, a network of Trump allies active on X ensures his messages are still heard there.
Whether Trump comes back to X full-time, Musk's embrace of his candidacy puts the question of Big Tech's political biases in a new light.
Evelyn Douek, a professor at Stanford Law School, joked that perhaps we'll soon see blue states trying to regulate social media bias the way Texas and Florida have tried to do.
"The enormous power that these private companies (and the handful of billionaires that run them) have over the public sphere is a genuine policy issue, regardless of your politics," she said.
Trump allies draft AI order to launch 'Manhattan Projects' for defense (Cat Zakrzewski)
The app that promised to 'use AI to weed out daters with STIs' has been shut down (The Verge)
FCC chair proposes rule requiring AI disclosures on robocalls (The Hill)
Musk claims he will move X and SpaceX to Texas from California (Trisha Thadani)
Why DEI, female Secret Service agents became targets of right-wing outrage (Taylor Lorenz, Naomi Nix, and Nitasha Tiku)
Is it Silicon Valley's job to make guaranteed income a reality? (New York Times)
Marc Andreessen, Ben Horowitz say they plan to donate to Trump PAC (The Information)
Apple, Nvidia, Anthropic used thousands of swiped YouTube videos to train AI (Proof News)
Amazon's AI hiring of adept executives is under U.S. FTC scrutiny (Bloomberg News)
Microsoft's hiring of inflection AI staff faces competition inquiry (Bloomberg News)
Senators seek answers from AT&T in massive hacking of U.S. customer call data (Reuters)
Amazon's Prime Day is a 'major cause of injuries' for workers, Senate probe finds (Wall Street Journal)
Is it bad if your electronics feel hot? (Shira Ovide)
That's all for today -- thank you so much for joining us! Make sure to tell others to subscribe to Tech Brief. Get in touch with Cristiano (via email or social media) and Will (via email or social media) for tips, feedback or greet
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Secret Service was told police could not watch building used by Trump rally shooter
The warning from local law enforcement of insufficient resources adds to questions about whether there was adequate security for the high-stakes presidential campaign visit.
By Carol D. Leonnig, Isaac Stanley-Becker, Maria Sacchetti, Jacqueline Alemany, Jon Swaine | 2024-07-18

Secret Service agents and counterassault team members react after shots were fired toward Donald Trump at his rally in Butler, Pa., on Saturday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Local police alerted the Secret Service before former president Donald Trump's rally Saturday that they lacked the resources to station a patrol car outside a key building where a gunman later positioned himself and shot at Trump, according to local and federal law enforcement.
Richard Goldinger, the district attorney in Butler County, Pa., where the Trump rally took place, said the Secret Service "was informed that the local police department did not have manpower to assist with securing that building."
Goldinger's account was confirmed by Secret Service spokesman Anthony Guglielmi. Guglielmi said the proposal to station a patrol car and officer outside the Agr International building complex had been part of the Secret Service's advance planning for securing the prominent structure, which had an expansive roof with an unobstructed view of the rally stage less than 150 yards away, where Trump would later stand.

Police alerted circulated a photo of Thomas Matthew Crooks before fired at former president Donald Trump on July 13.


At all public events, the Secret Service works to guard against the risk that a shooter on high ground could have a clear line of sight on the president or other senior officials under the agency's protection. Five former agents with experience securing similar events told The Washington Post that a police officer stationed outside the building might have helped detect the gunman sooner.
Guglielmi said that about 20 to 30 minutes before the shooting, local police assigned to the inside of the building warned the Secret Service security team by radio of a suspicious person with a golf range finder and backpack. Those officers also forwarded a photograph of the person, Guglielmi said.
Authorities from a number of jurisdictions were on the scene Saturday, and officials are still determining how the building was guarded -- and how the 20-year-old gunman, Thomas Matthew Crooks, reached the roof. But the twin warnings from local law enforcement -- first of insufficient manpower, then of a man behaving strangely -- add to questions about whether the Secret Service adequately planned for and provided adequate security for the high-stakes presidential campaign visit.
The warnings also underscore a tension that has emerged in recent days between federal and local authorities over who bears responsibility for security lapses preceding the attempted assassination. Secret Service Director Kimberly Cheatle, who had previously stressed that local police were responsible for the outer security perimeter, issued a statement to The Post on Wednesday stressing the importance of collaboration with local authorities.
"The Secret Service cannot do our job without state and local police partners," she said. "They live and work in the communities and have the expertise to navigate those settings."
The security lapses are now the subject of multiple federal inquiries, and prompted a call Wednesday by Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) for Cheatle to resign. The shooting left Trump wounded, one rallygoer dead and two others critically injured. It is considered the most serious security failure by the Secret Service since the attempted assassination of then-President Ronald Reagan in 1981.
Crooks, of Bethel Park, Pa., used an AR-style rifle that was purchased legally by his father in 2013. Authorities have confirmed his father purchased more than a dozen guns over the years, but it was not immediately clear how many of those he still owned at the time of the shooting, two officials said.
The officials, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss an ongoing investigation, also said a remote trigger device was found on the roof with Crooks after he was shot. The FBI has previously said that "rudimentary" suspicious devices were found in Crooks's vehicle, near the shooting site, and at the home where he lived with his parents. Authorities are still trying to determine why Crooks launched the attack. So far, they believe he acted alone.
Local media first reported this week that before the shooting, a municipal countersniper officer called in with a report and a photograph of a man -- who turned out to be Crooks -- acting suspiciously around the Agr International building.
WPXI television news reported that the officer called in around 5:45 p.m. -- 26 minutes before Crooks opened fire from the roof. The Beaver Countian newspaper reported that a countersniper, Sgt. Gregory Nicol, made a warning of this kind. Nicol was working as part of a Beaver County emergency services unit drawn from various local departments, which is akin to a SWAT team, the newspaper said.
Both news outlets said it was unclear at the time of the warning whether the man was armed.
Nicol did not respond to requests for comment. In a statement, his department confirmed that he was on-site with the Beaver County emergency unit but declined to comment further, citing investigations into the shootings.
The Beaver Countian reported that Nicol flagged Crooks's movements to a command post two more times before the shootings, after having noticed him returning to the building with a backpack and handling a range-finder device. Butler Township Manager Tom Knights told Fox News that all law enforcement officers on-site received an alert about a suspicious person somewhere on the grounds, but did not specify when that alert was sent.
Lawmakers who were briefed by the FBI and Secret Service on Wednesday were told that Crooks was identified as being suspicious one hour before the shooting, Sen. John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) said in a statement. He echoed McConnell's call for Cheatle to resign.
"He had a range finder and a backpack. The Secret Service lost sight of him," Barrasso said. "Someone has died. The President was almost killed. The head of the Secret Service needs to go."
McConnell, the most senior lawmaker to demand Cheatle's ouster, called the shooting "a grave attack on American democracy. The nation deserves answers and accountability. New leadership at the Secret Service would be an important step in that direction," the senator said on X.
The FBI is leading the criminal investigation, and President Biden has called for an independent probe of the shooting and the security situation. The Department of Homeland Security's inspector general's office said Wednesday that it is investigating both the Secret Service's efforts to secure the Trump rally and the agency's countersniper team to determine how it prepares for and responds to threats. The office is considering other reviews related to Secret Service programs and operations as well.
House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-La.) said he will establish a bipartisan task force to conduct the congressional investigation into the attempted assassination. "The reason we're going to do it that way is because that is a more precise strike. It goes quicker, there's not a lot of the procedural hurdles, and we'll have subpoena authority for that task force as well," Johnson told Fox News in an interview.
House Oversight Committee Chairman James Comer (R-Ky.) issued a subpoena to Cheatle, demanding her testimony at a hearing next week.
"The lack of transparency and failure to cooperate with the committee on this pressing matter by both DHS and the Secret Service further calls into question your ability to lead the Secret Service and necessitates the attached subpoena compelling your appearance before the Oversight Committee," the letter said.
Cheatle took responsibility for the security failures that led to the shooting in an interview with ABC News. But the first attack on a U.S. leader under the agency's protection since the 1981 shooting that wounded Reagan has raised broad questions about the elite protective agency's planning, strategy and response to the attack.
The Secret Service was responsible for the overall security plan, but Cheatle said in the interview that the agency relied on local law enforcement in areas outside the security perimeter, including the building where the shooter was. She also said they made the decision to keep officers off the sloped roof because the incline presented a safety issue.
"The decision was made to secure the building from inside," Cheatle told ABC News.
Secret Service countersniper teams may have initially been unable to spot the shooter as he crawled up the roof because of its slanted sides, as well as trees in the area, The Post has reported.
Devlin Barrett, Shawn Boburg, Lisa Rein, Yvonne Wingett Sanchez, Aaron Schaffer and Perry Stein contributed to this report.
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Supreme Court stays execution of Texas man convicted in 1998 killing
Ruben Gutierrez was scheduled to receive a lethal injection Tuesday evening, but the high court granted a stay about 20 minutes beforehand.
By Praveena Somasundaram | 2024-07-17

This photo provided by the Texas Department of Criminal Justice shows death row inmate Ruben Gutierrez. (AP)


The Supreme Court on Tuesday granted a last-minute stay of execution to a Texas man who for more than a decade has requested DNA testing to prove his innocence in a 1998 killing.
Ruben Gutierrez was convicted of capital murder and sentenced to death 25 years ago. He was scheduled to receive a lethal injection at a Texas prison about 20 minutes after the high court said it would delay the execution until it decides whether to review Gutierrez's case, his attorney said.
The court stayed his execution once before, in 2020, after Gutierrez challenged a Texas law that barred a spiritual adviser from being present with him in the execution chamber.
In a statement Tuesday, Gutierrez's attorney, Shawn Nolan, said he was "hopeful that now the Court has stepped in to stop this execution, we can ultimately accomplish the DNA testing to prove that Mr. Gutierrez should not be executed now or in the future."
In September 1998, 85-year-old Escolastica Harrison was beaten to death in her mobile home in Texas, where she'd kept about $600,000, according to court records.
Police arrested Gutierrez, who prosecutors said had befriended Harrison because he knew she kept a large amount of cash in her home. Two other people were also charged. One of them, Rene Garcia, is serving a life sentence, according to Texas prison records. The other, Pedro Garcia, who allegedly drove the getaway car, is still at large, the Associated Press reported.
In a June petition to the Supreme Court, Gutierrez's attorneys said he has maintained for more than a decade that he did not enter Harrison's home and did not know that anyone would be harmed.
The attorneys said Gutierrez had been convicted under Texas's law of parties, which stipulates that people can be held criminally responsible for the actions of others.
"He has fought for over a decade to test the biological evidence collected at the crime scene to establish that he did not actually kill, intend to kill, or anticipate someone would be killed," they wrote in their petition.
Over the years, Gutierrez has filed court requests multiple times for DNA testing of crime scene samples, which include nail scrapings from Harrison and a loose hair that had been wrapped around her finger, according to the petition.
In their reply to Gutierrez's request for Supreme Court review, the offices of the Texas Attorney General and Cameron County District Attorney said the requests for DNA testing had been denied because state law does not allow for testing to escape the death penalty after a conviction.
"Even if it did," the court filing states, "Gutierrez would not be entitled to it."
Online records show Gutierrez's application for a stay was referred to the Supreme Court on Tuesday, the same day the court granted it.
Amanda Hernandez, a spokesperson for the Texas Department of Criminal Justice, told the AP that Gutierrez had not expected to receive the stay and was "visibly emotional" on Tuesday.
"He turned around to the back of the cell, covered his mouth," Hernandez told the AP. "He was tearing up, speechless. He was shocked."
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Special counsel files notice of appeal in Cannon's dismissal of Trump case
On Monday, U.S. District Judge Aileen Cannon tossed the indictment, concluding that Smith's appointment as special counsel violated the Constitution.
By Perry Stein, Devlin Barrett | 2024-07-17

Special counsel Jack Smith in Washington in June 2023. (Tom Brenner/for The Washington Post)


Special counsel Jack Smith formally filed notice on Wednesday that he will appeal a Florida judge's decision to dismiss Donald Trump's 40-count indictment for allegedly mishandling classified documents and obstructing government efforts to retrieve them. 
The appeal, laying out Smith's argument for why the case should not be dismissed, is expected to land in the coming weeks in the Court of Appeals for the 11th Circuit -- an appeals court in Atlanta whose jurisdiction covers Florida.
On Monday, U.S. District Judge Aileen M. Cannon tossed the indictment against Trump and two co-defendants after concluding that Smith's appointment as special counsel violated the Constitution.
Her ruling deviates from other courts' decisions upholding the constitutionality of such appointments.
Trump's legal team asked months ago to dismiss the case, arguing that federal regulations suggest Smith holds so much authority as he leads the prosecution against Trump that Congress and President Biden should have been involved in his appointment.
Smith was appointed by Attorney General Merrick Garland, who said a special counsel was needed to assure the public that the politically fraught prosecutions of Trump -- the 2024 Republican nominee for president -- would be shielded from any interference by the Biden administration.
While special counsels have more independence than most federal prosecutors, the Justice Department has said they must adhere to agency protocols, and the attorney general can review major steps in their investigations.
Whatever the 11th Circuit decides in the Trump case could then be appealed to the Supreme Court.
In 2022, a three-judge panel on the appeals court in Atlanta rebuked Cannon in a different matter, unanimously overturning her decision to appoint an outside expert to decide whether any of the material collected in the investigation in the Trump classified documents case should be shielded from criminal investigators.
Trump was accused of taking dozens of highly classified documents with him after leaving the White House and obstructing government efforts to retrieve them. In total, more than 300 classified documents were returned or recovered from Mar-a-Lago, his Florida home and private club.
In response to the filing, Trump campaign spokesman Steven Cheung called for national unity after the assassination attempt on the former president on Saturday in Pennsylvania and urged the Justice Department to drop the cases against him.
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Potty-mouthed parrot arrives at shelter; 400 people apply to adopt him 
"Do you want me to kick your [expletive]?" the parrot named Pepper asked a volunteer at the Niagara Falls, N.Y., shelter. 
By Cathy Free | 2024-07-17

Pepper the potty-mouthed parrot at his new home in Olean, N.Y. (Tiffany Turner)


A few days after the Niagara SPCA animal shelter took in a white-fronted Amazon parrot last month, staffers and volunteers got an earful.
"Do you want me to kick your [expletive]?" the parrot named Pepper asked a volunteer at the Niagara Falls, N.Y., shelter.
Pepper and six parakeets were surrendered by a woman who said she could no longer care for them.
White-fronted Amazon parrots can mimic 30 to 40 sounds, and Pepper's former owner warned that the bird was likely to unload a bawdry blue streak when the mood hit him, said shelter director Amy Lewis.
Right away, Lewis knew exactly how she'd rise to the challenge of finding a new family for Pepper.
"If you think Pepper's feathers are colorful, you should hear his language," Lewis wrote on Facebook on June 15, announcing the shelter had a "potty-mouthed parrot" up for adoption.

Pepper after his arrival at the Niagara SPCA in mid-June. (Niagara SPCA)


"Bringing home a cursing conure might seem like a fun idea until Pepper offends grandma's Tuesday night knitting group," she continued.
The post went on: "On the bright side, if you want to keep unannounced company from dropping in, adopt Pepper. They'll think twice after being cussed out by your new foul-mouthed feathered friend."
Lewis then advised that only people with experience caring for birds should apply.
"Give us a call if you want to add a spicey Pepper to your life!" she wrote. "Somebody get this guy a bar of soap or a humor-loving home!"
More than 400 applications poured in, Lewis said.
"We had adoption offers from all over the country," she said, noting that applicants included a Texas saloon owner named Wild Bill and a former Navy sailor who said he had a vocabulary to rival Pepper's.
"It seemed like everyone wanted a cursing parrot," Lewis said.
Both bird lovers and lovers of salty language flooded her Facebook post with comments.
"My grandma is about to be 81 years old and swears all the time," wrote one person.
"Can we have a video of Pepper cussing?!? I can't be the only one who wants to see this!!" wrote another.
"If I had a cage, pepper and I would be bff's," wrote a third, using shorthand for "best friends forever."

Pepper enjoys hanging around outside his cage in Olean, N.Y. More than 400 people applied to adopt him. (Tiffany Turner)


Lewis and her staff spent three weeks studying the applications and narrowed them to 10 before deciding that Tiffany Turner, a special-education teacher from Olean, N.Y., was the best choice for Pepper.
Turner and her fiance, Tim Sage, already had another cursing bird at home -- an African grey parrot named Shelby.
"They had a lot of knowledge about parrots, and their home is like a regular truck stop with another swearing bird," Lewis said. "It seemed like a perfect fit."
She said she was also impressed that Turner acknowledged the challenges of caring for parrots in her application.
White-fronted Amazon parrots live an average of 40 years but with proper care can live into their 60s, 70s and beyond, she said.
"Pepper is in his mid-20s," Lewis said. "Tiffany said [she and Tim] were in their 30s and would be able to age with Pepper. That told me they were prepared and had put some thought into applying."
On Friday, shelter staffers drove Pepper two hours to his new home in Olean. Turner said she and the bird connected right away.
"He's really sweet, and he seems to love women," she said. "I could tell he was definitely a ladies' man."
She said she is slowly introducing Pepper to Shelby and has high hopes that they'll soon be having lively conversations.

Shelby, Tiffany Turner's African grey parrot. (Tiffany Turner)


"Shelby is also foul, so we're happy to have another swear bird," Turner said.
So far, she's heard only one curse word from Pepper, but she said she has a hunch there will be more.
"He's a very vocal and loud bird," she said. "He's also very excitable. When my mother came up and visited, he fanned out his feathers and did a little dance with a butt wiggle."
Turner said she learned about Pepper after her mother-in-law passed along the Niagara shelter's adoption post.
"We'd wanted another parrot for years, but we didn't want a young one because they live for so long," she said. "When we heard about Pepper, we thought he'd be perfect."

Tiffany Turner with Pepper at home in Olean, N.Y., a few days after she adopted him. (Tiffany Turner)


Once Pepper is accustomed to being outside his cage, he'll be allowed to roam freely around the house for 6 to 12 hours a day like Shelby, Turner said.
"They get lots of fresh fruits and veggies every day, and we have a living room upstairs where they each have their own window to look out at our bird feeders and free-range chickens," she said.
"Pepper is really intelligent, so he should soon be adding some new words to his diverse vocabulary," Turner added. "It's probably a good thing that we don't have kids."
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The most unlikely city on Taylor Swift's Europe tour: Gelsenkirchen
This long down-on-its-luck German city is so pleased with its momentary good fortune that it has temporarily declared itself "Swiftkirchen."
By Kate Brady | 2024-07-18
GELSENKIRCHEN, Germany -- It stands out on Taylor Swift's European tour schedule. Sandwiched between concert stops in Milan and Hamburg, it is the one city most people have never heard of.
But an estimated 180,000 Swifties are descending on Gelsenkirchen this week for three sold-out shows. Never before have so many cowboy boots trod the paving stones of the market square.
This long down-on-its-luck city is so pleased with its momentary good fortune that it has hung yellow signs declaring itself "Swiftkirchen" -- literally, the churches of Swift.
"We're looking forward to a sharing the experience with Taylor Swift fans," said Mayor Karin Welge. "I think there will be a lot of positive encounters that will also be contagious for locals."
She also hopes the attention will be helpful for the city.

Swifties from Greece arrive in Gelsenkirchen on Wednesday. (Ksenia Kuleshova for The Washington Post)



Taylor Swift images are plastered on a local tram. (Ksenia Kuleshova for The Washington Post)


Gelsenkirchen is part of Swift's tour by virtue of its stadium. Normally home to a pro soccer team, Schalke 04, the venue has a retractable roof and is among the few arenas in Germany that can accommodate more than 50,000 people.
"You could say that the spiritual center of the city is actually the stadium," said local historian Daniel Schmidt.
About 60,000 fans are expected to fill the arena for each night of Swift's shows. During the first concert, on Wednesday night, Swift made a point of thanking the stadium workers. "The incredible crew at this stadium are so quick getting to you guys really, really fast, and helping out to make sure that you have water and make sure you're cared for," she said.
Gelsenkirchen is just under an hour's drive from the Dutch border, so it's also accessible from the Netherlands and Belgium.
But before this week, the Germans, Dutch and Belgians who actually knew about Gelsenkirchen may not have had high opinions of it. The city has the country's highest unemployment rate, highest child poverty rate and lowest wages.
Gelsenkirchen was once a major European coal-mining hub. A sign at the train station still greets arrivals with "Gluck auf!" -- a traditional miners' expression, used to wish colleagues a safe return to the surface.

A mural of a miner at the central train station nods to the city's history. (Ksenia Kuleshova for The Washington Post)



Gelsenkirchen was once a key mining hub in Europe. (Ksenia Kuleshova for The Washington Post)


The city, though, has never recovered from the decline of its main industry. When it served last month as one of 10 locations for the Euro 2024 soccer championship, a Sky News reporter told viewers: "There's not really much left in Gelsenkirchen."
Economic frustrations and concerns about immigration have bolstered support for the far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) party, which won 21.7 percent of the vote here in last month's European Parliament elections.
But the Swift shows offer a brief reprieve for everyone. The anticipation was such that local newspaper Rheinische Post starting published a regular newsletter, "Waiting for Taylor," back in May.
This week, a tram that runs between Gelsenkirchen and neighboring Bochum has been plastered with images of the singer. Taylor Swift club nights are taking place in and around the city. And a three-day "Taylor Town" market is underway in Heinrich Koenig Square.
The July sun reflected off sequined dresses and jackets Wednesday, as fans in Taylor Town danced and sang along to a Taylor Swift-inspired DJ set. Some Swifties posed for selfies in front of images of their favorite albums. Others exchanged friendship bracelets as they perused merchandise and ate bratwurst.
Inside one of the covered stalls, Pauline Rosenstock, 23, a nurse from Uelzen, in northern Germany, opted for a more permanent souvenir: a tattoo.
"These are the 'autumn leaves falling' that Taylor sings about in 'All Too Well,'" she said, pointed to the design being etched close to the crease of her left arm.

Fans line up outside the Veltins Arena in Gelsenkirchen on Wednesday. (Ksenia Kuleshova for The Washington Post)



Canadian fans Sarah Hutchings, Melissa Roche, Kerri-Lynn Morry and Heather Drew came to Gelsenkirchen via the Netherlands. (Ksenia Kuleshova for The Washington Post)


The three concerts will be particularly profitable for retail, restaurants and hotels in the area, according to the Chamber of Commerce and Industry (IHK) for the North Westphalia region. The estimated 1,000 hotel rooms in Gelsenkirchen -- which this week cost up to three times the usual price per night -- have long been fully booked.
Figures based on the spending habits of festivalgoers suggest that Swifties could spend an estimated $110 to $220 per day just on food and drink, said IHK's Jochen Grutters, responsible for the Gelsenkirchen area.
"The state of North Rhine-Westphalia is on summer vacation at the time of the concerts and many families without tickets will certainly visit Gelsenkirchen and Taylor Town as a vacation activity," Grutters said.
Ice cream shop owner Graziella Dell'Aquila, 58, created a Swiftkirchen special in the singer's honor. The strawberry, cream and white chocolate concoction, topped with edible glitter, gold and butterflies, has been a hit.
"We already sold five containers on the day before the first concert," she said. "Our ice cream maker is working like crazy in the back."

Graziella Dell'Aquila showcases her Swiftkirchen ice cream special. (Ksenia Kuleshova for The Washington Post)



A Taylor Swift paver has been included temporarily in the city's walk of fame. (Ksenia Kuleshova for The Washington Post)


Among those wandering the streets of Gelsenkirchen this week are American fans who have planned summer vacations around Swift's European concerts -- figuring that airfare, hotels and a few hundred dollars for a ticket here is still more affordable than the astronomical prices for Taylor Swift tickets in the United States.
"Our tickets here were much cheaper than in the U.S., and we're happy to travel in Europe," said McKenna Waldman, 29, a customer service manager from Wisconsin, as she waited outside the arena with a friend Wednesday.
Brad Davis, 51, a real estate broker from North Carolina, traveled 4,213 miles with his wife and two teenage children to Gelsenkirchen for Swift's second concert there, before spending time elsewhere in Germany and France.
"This will be an introduction to Europe for my kids," Davis said, adding that the family was looking forward to sharing their experience with fans from around the world.

Retailers in the city are counting on the Swift shows to boost business. (Ksenia Kuleshova for The Washington Post)



Fans McKenna Waldman and Elizabeth Ohvall, both 29, came in from Wisconsin and Washington state. (Ksenia Kuleshova for The Washington Post)


German Swifties Bernd Gerwing, 20, and Sabrina Munck, 35, who ran a Facebook group connecting fans in the run-up to the three concerts, had a considerably shorter journey. Munck is a native "Gelsenkirchenerin," and said she was proud to see her hometown listed alongside the likes of London, Paris and Milan.
"It's definitely one of the least-attractive corners of the Ruhr region," she said, referring to the dreary parts of the city's architecture erected out of the rubble of World War II. "But I come from here. I don't know it any different."
Julia Meya and Marius Rupieper, both 31, helped organize the Taylor Town market. "There's some truth to the negative comments about Gelsenkirchen," Rupieper said. "The city's not doing well in many areas, and that's something that's always troubled us. We've both seen a lot of the world and still want to change something here."
"But the response from locals has also been overwhelmingly positive," Meya said. "Looking around and seeing the joy this is bringing people almost brought a tear to my eye."

The mayor agreed to signs promoting the city as Swiftkirchen. (Ksenia Kuleshova for The Washington Post)



Julia Meya, 31, helped organize the Taylor Town market. (Ksenia Kuleshova for The Washington Post)


Swift is by no means the first global star to perform at the city's Veltins Arena. The Rolling Stones, Bon Jovi, Bruce Springsteen and Metallica have all come through here.
"The thing that's different this time is the fan base," Rupieper said. "Maybe this is the start of something where the city can really be a host when international stars come here."
Gelsenkirchen is perhaps the ultimate test of whether Swift can, as she sings, "make the whole place shimmer."

A cardboard cutout of Taylor Swift oversees a cafe in Gelsenkirchen. (Ksenia Kuleshova for The Washington Post)
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Russian court moves quickly in trial of journalist Evan Gershkovich
Meanwhile, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov confirmed talks for a potential exchange deal for the Wall Street Journal reporter.
By Robyn Dixon | 2024-07-18

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov speaks at a news conference at the United Nations on Wednesday. (Eduardo Munoz/Reuters)


A Russian court on Thursday completed its examination of evidence in the case of alleged spying against American journalist Evan Gershkovich on only the second day of hearings, with closing arguments from the defense and prosecution due on Friday, Russian media reported.
As Gershkovich's trial resumed this week, the country's foreign minister, Sergei Lavrov, all but declared the Wall Street Journalist correspondent guilty -- echoing earlier Kremlin remarks although authorities have not made public any evidence to support their allegations.
A court spokesperson said that the court's examination of the evidence in the case had concluded on the second day of the trial, with arguments from the defense and prosecution due on Friday, the Interfax news agency reported.
The process was remarkably swift for an espionage trial, which often run to many months in Russia. Local Yekaterinburg outlet It's My City reported that the prosecution would make its sentencing request on Friday, suggesting an inevitable guilty verdict could follow quickly.
"We have got irrefutable evidence corroborating that Gershkovich was involved in some espionage activities," Lavrov said Wednesday at a news conference at the United Nations in New York, where Russia is currently chairing the Security Council.
Gershkovich, the Wall Street Journal, and the Biden administration have vehemently denied that there is any basis to Russia's allegations and that he has essentially been taken hostage. Russia previously has arrested Americans, such as WNBA star Brittney Griner, on what appear to be minor charges, and then used them as bargaining chips to win the release of Russians imprisoned for serious crimes in the West.
The trial this week at the Sverdlovsk Regional Court in Yekaterinburg was  moved up from Aug. 13 at the request of Gershkovich's defense team, according to the court. The first hearing was held late last month.
A swift completion of the trial could open the way for movement on a prisoner exchange. Lavrov on Wednesday confirmed that negotiations over an exchange for Gershkovich were underway, after Russian officials previously have said no trade would be possible until after his trial is complete. More than 99 percent of Russian criminal prosecutions result in convictions.
"The intelligence services of the two countries ... have been involved in contacts looking into the possibility of an exchange," Lavrov said. "Everyone knows that this topic needs to be discussed calmly, confidentially even though it is constantly introduced into the public space by American journalists, which is not helping. But the contacts are ongoing."
Lavrov's assertion of "irrefutable evidence" -- while not providing any -- echoed the remarks of Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov who claimed after Gershkovich's arrest last year that he had been "caught red-handed."
Gershkovich, 32, who was accredited by Russia's Foreign Ministry, was detained in March 2023 on a reporting trip to Yekaterinburg and accused of espionage. He has pleaded not guilty.
Russian prosecutors allege that the journalist was operating on the orders of the CIA, gathering secret information about Uralvagonzavod, a state-owned machine-building factory in Nizhny Tagil, about 87 miles southeast of Yekaterinburg. The factory manufactures tanks for Russia's war on Ukraine.
The hearing was closed, as is customary in Russian trials in cases of espionage or treason, meaning that the nature of the evidence presented by prosecutors against Gershkovich probably will never be publicly known. Gershkovich faces a prison term of up to 20 years if convicted.
Vyacheslav Vegner, a member of the Sverdlovsk region's Legislative Assembly, appeared as a witness in the case on Thursday and was questioned by both sides, he told Interfax news agency, which offered no details on what he said or whether he was a prosecution or defense witness. He said he had spoken to Gershkovich during the journalist's reporting trip to Yekaterinburg.
Russian media outlet SOTAvision quoted Vegner saying that Gershkovich asked him if the profile of the military-industrial plants in Yekaterinburg was changing, how many shifts they worked and whether there was sufficient personnel.
The U.S. Embassy in Moscow said last month that the case against Gershkovich was "not about evidence, procedural norms, or the rule of law. It is about the Kremlin using American citizens to achieve its political objectives."
At the U.N., Lavrov said: "The use of journalists for intelligence-gathering purposes, at least in the Anglo-Saxon world, is a tradition."
Before Gershkovich's trial opened in Yekaterinburg on June 26, Wall Street Journal editor in chief Emma Tucker described the charges as baseless, saying they would "inevitably lead to a bogus conviction for an innocent man."
Former president Donald Trump has stated that he would use his personal relationship with Russian President Vladimir Putin to have Gershkovich freed shortly after the November U.S. election, in which he expects to be elected president.
Gershkovich's arrest, as well as those of several other Americans, has raised the specter of a renewal of "hostage diplomacy," when nations arrest innocent citizens for use in exchanges or to send pointed political messages.
Another American jailed for spying, former U.S. Marine and corporate security executive Paul Whelan, 54, has spent more than  51/2 years behind bars in Russia, having been passed over in two previous prisoner exchange deals with Russia.
These occurred when Griner, convicted in Moscow of drug possession in August 2022, was freed in an exchange that December for the Russian arms dealer Viktor Bout, and former U.S. Marine Trevor Reed, convicted of assaulting a police officer, was freed in April 2022 in exchange for Russian pilot Konstantin Yaroshenko, who was jailed in the United States for drug smuggling.
The State Department has declared both Gershkovich and Whelan to be unlawfully detained by Russia, elevating the efforts to free them. When the trial started, Peskov said that the charges against Gershkovich resonated in the United States, "but it is not so resonant in our country."
Russia has also arrested a Russian American journalist, Alsu Kurmasheva, an editor at U.S. government-funded Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty based in Prague and charged her with failing to register as a foreign agent and spreading fake news about the Russia-Ukraine war. Kurmasheva and RFE/RL reject the charges as false.
In February, a court in Russia's Jewish Autonomous Region, in the Far East, convicted German journalist Bjorn Blaschke from radio broadcaster Westdeutscher Rundfunk (WDR), on charges of discrediting the Russian military, over a social media post in 2022. Blaschke left the country after being fined and released from custody.
Russia's Center for Combating Extremism for the Jewish Autonomous Region mounted the charges over a post by Blaschke on X on Aug. 2, 2022, in German, which stated:  "Russia's attack on Ukraine exacerbates the situation: rising world prices for wheat and fuel also affected Kenya, Ethiopia, and South Sudan."
Blaschke pleaded not guilty and testified that the post was a quote from a Kenyan man, posted during a reporting trip to the east African nation.
Russian Federal Security Service agents routinely search the phones of foreign journalists traveling to Russia.
A Moscow court on Thursday sentenced American musician Michael Travis Leake to 13 years in a strict regime penal colony after convicting him of attempted drug trafficking. Leake was the lead vocalist for a Moscow-based band, Lovi Noch, and produced music for Russian bands.
He was arrested in June 2023 and accused of organizing the sales of drugs to young people; he has denied the charges.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2024/07/18/evan-gershkovich-reporter-russia-trial/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Listeria linked to nondairy products kills 2, sickens 10 in Canada
Health Canada recalled 18 plant-based milk products by Silk and Great Value. Danone, which owns Silk, says the 15 recalled products are not distributed outside Canada.
By Jennifer Hassan | 2024-07-18

Silk nondairy beverages in a supermarket in 2017. Danone, which owns Silk, said the products linked to listeria infections are not distributed outside Canada. (Matt Rourke/AP)


Two people have died from listeria infections after drinking nondairy milk products in Canada, and at least 10 more got sick, according to the Canadian health department.
In a statement issued Wednesday, Health Canada urged people not to consume, sell, serve or distribute more than a dozen plant-based products by the brands Silk and Great Value. Those recorded to be infected range from ages 37 to 89; 58 percent of them were 60 or above, Health Canada said, and about two-thirds of them are female. Of the 12 people infected, nine were hospitalized.
The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) said last week that it recalled a total of 18 beverages that were distributed nationally from Silk, a company owned by French company Danone, and Great Value, citing "possible Listeria monocytogenes contamination." The list of recalled products includes almond, coconut and oat drinks.
The CFIA said its ongoing investigation could lead to the recall of other products. The agency said it was also working to verify that recalled products were actually being removed from shops. Food contaminated with listeria "may not look or smell spoiled but can still make you sick," the CFIA warned.
Listeria is short for Listeria monocytogenes, the name of the bacteria that can cause listeriosis, an infection that makes people ill and can be fatal. Those affected can develop flu-like symptoms, headache and a fever, among other symptoms.
Silk said in a statement online that the products linked to the listeria infections were produced in a third-party manufacturing facility, and that it was investigating how it happened. It said it recalled all the products named by CFIA, as well as all other Silk refrigerated beverage products made in the facility, citing "potential cases of Listeria monocytogenes linked to specific refrigerated Silk beverage products."
All of the products named by CFIA are produced and distributed in Canada only, Danone said in an email to The Washington Post on Thursday.
Frederic Guichard, president of Danone Canada, said in a statement Wednesday that Canada's public health notice was "devastating" and expressed "our most sincere sympathies" for those affected. "We are working with the utmost seriousness and in close partnership with the authorities to thoroughly investigate and shed light on the circumstances surrounding this event," he said, adding that the company would provide updates as more information becomes available.
The people affected after drinking the nondairy milks in Canada fell sick between August 2023 and early July 2024, Health Canada said, adding that "many people who became sick reported drinking recalled plant-based beverages before their illnesses occurred." Ten of the 12 illnesses were reported in Ontario, while one case was reported in Quebec and another in Nova Scotia.
In the United States, listeria is the third leading cause of death from foodborne illness or food poisoning, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. An estimated 1,600 people get sick from listeria each year, and about 260 of them die, the CDC notes.
Usually, it takes around two weeks for symptoms of a severe case to develop after eating contaminated food, according to the CDC, though the agency notes that symptoms could present anywhere between the same day and 10 weeks after ingesting the bacteria. Newborns, those over the age of 60 and people with weakened immune systems are most at risk of dying from the illness, Health Canada noted. A listeria infection can cause miscarriage or stillbirth, the CDC said.
Ben Brasch contributed to this report.
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Citing poor health, Vietnam leader Nguyen Phu Trong steps back from duties
Trong presided over a period of greater economic openness and a domestic political crackdown as Vietnam became a swing state in Asia's great power games.
By Rebecca Tan | 2024-07-18

Vietnam's President Nguyen Phu Trong speaks at a news conference after he is reelected to his third term as the Communist Party's general secretary in Hanoi on Feb. 1, 2021. (Kham/Reuters)


The head of Vietnam's Communist Party, Nguyen Phu Trong, has stepped back from official duties because of poor health, marking a possible end to his 14-year tenure as the most powerful leader of the one-party state.
Trong, 80, has suffered from ill health for several years. Party officials on Thursday said he was relinquishing his responsibilities to focus on his treatment. Trong's departure leaves a power vacuum and opens a rare window of political uncertainty in Vietnam, one of the world's few remaining communist dictatorships that typically orchestrates its transitions of power.
To Lam, Vietnam's longtime minister of public security who was recently installed as president, is seen as a likely candidate to replace Trong as party secretary, the most influential position in the Vietnamese system. On Thursday, leaders of the Politburo announced that Lam would temporarily take over Trong's duties.
"The Politburo calls on the entire Party, the entire people and the entire army to have absolute confidence in the leadership of the Party," the Politburo said in an announcement printed across state-owned news agencies.

Vietnamese President To Lam, who met with Russian President Vladimir Putin in Hanoi on June 20, is a candidate to replace Communist Party head Nguyen Phu Trong.


Trong presided over Vietnam during a period of dramatic transformation. Widely regarded as a party hard-liner, he opened the country up to more investment and economic cooperation with foreign countries while tightening the party's grip over domestic instability and criticism.
Here's what to know about Trong's legacy and what his departure means for Vietnam, an increasingly vital swing state in the competition among the United States, Russia and China.
Vietnam's top leadership consists of four people who govern by consensus -- the general secretary of the Communist Party, the president, the prime minister and the chairman of the National Assembly. But the party secretary is widely regarded as preeminent.
When President Biden visited Hanoi last September to upgrade relations between the United States and Vietnam, he had a one-on-one meeting with Trong, a rare engagement for Biden with a foreign leader who is not a head of state or government.
Trong was educated in the former Soviet Union and ascended to the party's top position in 2011. He was reelected in 2016, and in 2021 began serving an unprecedented third term as party secretary.
Vietnam experienced a window of political liberalization in the early 2000s, but this was largely reversed under Trong's tenure, analysts say. The party under Trong consolidated and expanded its powers, including by pressuring big tech companies such as Meta to scrub criticism of party leaders from its platforms, implementing legislation to curb free speech and arresting droves of political opponents and critics. According to the 88 Project, a watchdog group focused on Vietnam, the government has imprisoned nearly 200 people for political reasons, including environmental activists, journalists and trade unionists.
In recent years, Trong became identified with his signature anti-graft effort, which led to the resignation of high-ranking party officials, including two state presidents, multiple provincial leaders and several dozen other members of the party's Central Committee. The campaign, called a "blazing furnace" in Vietnamese, gave rise to an unusual period of political instability in the country.
The campaign "was meant to repair the system but in fact has exposed the cancer of corruption and political decay of the regime," said Nguyen Thanh Giang, a Vietnamese analyst at the Singapore-based ISEAS Yusof Ishak Institute.
Vietnam under Trong developed warmer relations with its former foe, the United States. Washington has sought a closer security relationship with Vietnam to serve as a bulwark against China's growing influence in the Indo-Pacific. Under pressure to diversify supply chains away from China, U.S. companies have also increasingly turned to Vietnam as a nearby alternative.
Vietnam, on its part, has sought to use Washington as a counterweight to Beijing, especially in the face of increased Chinese assertiveness in the South China Sea, which is claimed in part by Vietnam.
But Vietnam has also maintained strong relations with China and Russia. Trong received both Chinese leader Xi Jinping and Russian President Vladimir Putin in Hanoi in recent months.
Trong's stepping back from party leadership creates a power vacuum within the party that could exacerbate infighting that has already taken hold because of the anti-corruption investigations, analysts suggest.
Many expect Lam to emerge as Trong's eventual successor. Formerly the country's top cop, Lam was elevated to the role of president in May, replacing two others who were ousted in quick succession. Human rights groups blame Lam for Vietnam's crackdown on civil society and fear that his ascent could lead to more arrests of civil society leaders.
"Over the coming years, we can expect that the brutal repression Lam meted out as top cop will intensify," said Ben Swanton, co-director of the 88 Project.
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Israeli right-wing minister visits Temple Mount, showcasing influence
Itamar Ben Gvir's visit to the al-Aqsa Mosque compound came one day after an Israeli delegation landed in Cairo to resume negotiations with Hamas through mediators.
By Steve Hendrix, Leo Sands, Bryan Pietsch | 2024-07-18

Israel's far-right National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir visited the al-Aqsa Mosque compound, one of Jerusalem's most contested holy sites, on July 18.


JERUSALEM -- Israel's far-right National Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir visited one of Jerusalem's most contested holy sites on Thursday morning, the al-Aqsa Mosque compound, in a bid to inflame tensions and derail renewed talks for a cease-fire agreement with Hamas that he condemned as a "surrender" and a "reckless deal."
Ben Gvir's visit to the compound, which is frequently a flash point of violence, came one day after an Israeli delegation landed in Cairo to resume negotiations through U.S. and Egyptian mediators. The talks have collapsed repeatedly since November, but momentum has grown over the past week amid signals from both Israel and Hamas that a deal is possible.

Israeli police escort Jewish visitors marking Passover to the al-Aqsa Mosque compound, known to Muslims as the Noble Sanctuary and to Jews as the Temple Mount, in 2023. (Mahmoud Illean/AP)


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is under mounting pressure from the families of hostages taken during Hamas's Oct. 7 attack to reach a deal as soon as possible. But his far-right coalition partners, led by Ben Gvir, have threatened to bring down the government if he agrees to any cease-fire that would end the ongoing fight against Hamas in Gaza.
During a visit to Rafah in southern Gaza on Thursday, Netanyahu said the military pressure exerted by Israeli troops there "right at Hamas's throat" would help to "advance the hostage deal." He denied that Israel's continued bombardment of Gaza was delaying the deal. Rather, he said, "it advances it."
In a video filmed in front of the golden Dome of the Rock, Ben Gvir said he was there to pray for Netanyahu "not to back down and to go all the way to victory."
Visits by non-Muslims to the al-Aqsa plaza -- known to Muslims as the Noble Sanctuary and to Jews as the Temple Mount -- are heavily restricted, and non-Muslim prayers are prohibited.
Advocates for the roughly 120 Israeli hostages believed still held in Gaza said Ben Gvir was endangering their lives.
"Those comments and actions are deeply hurtful to the hostages' families and dangerously irresponsible," the Hostages Families Forum, an umbrella group, said in a statement to The Washington Post on Thursday. "The hostages' lives hang in the balance. Time has already run out for many of them, and each passing day in captivity puts more at risk."
White House national security spokesman John Kirby appeared to chide Ben Gvir's visit to the mosque, telling reporters that the United States was concerned about counterproductive rhetoric used by some Israeli officials, who he said should not be stoking tensions.
"We have also expressed our concerns about activities and rhetoric by certain Israeli leaders, and those concerns remain valid," Kirby said. "And what we would continue to urge our Israeli counterparts to do is nothing that inflames passions, or could lead to or encourage violent activity one way or the other."
Ben Gvir's visit was immediately condemned by neighboring Jordan, which has managed the compound since Israel took control of Jerusalem's Old City in the 1967 war.
Ben Gvir has made frequent visits to the compound, relying on his parliamentary immunity to avoid arrest, and has called for it to be returned to Israeli control. 
Israeli Minister of Interior Affairs Moshe Arbel condemned the visits as "provocations," citing guidance from Jewish leaders that no person should enter the Temple Mount area for prayer.
The flap comes at a fraught moment for cease-fire negotiations, which have lurched along without a breakthrough. Last week, The Post reported that U.S. and Arab officials said that while the two sides were closer than they have been, Israel had injected new conditions to the proposal's broad outline and both sides had balked on some of the details during talks in Cairo and Doha. The officials spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the sensitive negotiations.
Ben Gvir, an ultranationalist settler leader who was on the fringe of Israeli politics until Netanyahu invited him to join his narrow parliamentary majority in 2022, is among the most hawkish of the prime minister's partners in the four-seat majority coalition. He and Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich have frequently threatened to bring down the government if Netanyahu strays from the hard line.
Both have rejected any proposal to include the Palestinian Authority in the future governance of Gaza and called for Israel to permanently reoccupy the enclave after the war.
The prime minister's office declined to comment.
The Pentagon called off its mission to supply Gaza with humanitarian aid through a floating pier. After costing hundreds of millions of dollars and lasting only a few months, Vice Adm. Brad Cooper said that the sea-based mission will now shift to the Israeli port in Ashdod, north of Gaza. The floating pier plan performed under expectations and was repeatedly sidelined by poor weather and rough seas.
The parents of American-Israeli hostage Omer Neutra addressed the Republican National Convention on Wednesday evening, leading delegates in chants of "bring them home." Neutra was serving as a tank commander when he was taken hostage by Hamas on Oct. 7. "This was not merely an attack on Israel. This was and remains an attack on Americans," said Ronen Neutra, Omer's father, who used his speech to praise former president Donald Trump for calling him after the attack.
Egyptian authorities said "tensions in the Red Sea" have caused a drop in revenue from the Suez Canal, as the number of ships transiting through the waterway declines. In a statement Thursday, the Suez Canal Authority said 20,148 ships navigated the canal in the year ending June 30, the most recent fiscal year, compared to 25,911 in the previous year. Revenue dropped from $9.4 billion to $7.2 billion in the same period.
The Israel Defense Forces said it killed about 20 militants from Hamas's al-Shati battalion. In a statement Thursday, it said the Israeli air force killed "observation terrorists, engineers, and snipers," including the sniper who killed Israeli soldier Tal Lahat in Gaza City on July 9.
At least 38,848 people have been killed and 89,459 injured in Gaza since the war started, the Gaza Health Ministry said. It does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates that about 1,200 people were killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack, including more than 300 soldiers, and it says 326 soldiers have been killed since the start of its military operations in Gaza.
Sands reported from London and Pietsch reported from Washington. Michael Birnbaum in Washington contributed to this report.
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Iran denies plot against Trump, after U.S. reports unspecified threat
U.S. intelligence officials have warned that Iran may seek to avenge the 2020 assassination of Iranian commander Qasem Soleimani, which was authorized by Trump.
By Niha Masih | 2024-07-18

A flag is seen Monday at the fairgrounds in Butler, Pa., where a shooting took place during a campaign rally for former president Donald Trump. (Matt McClain/The Washington Post)


Iran on Wednesday denied any involvement in the recent assassination attempt on former president Donald Trump at a Pennsylvania rally, while also rejecting allegations that it had any "intention for such an action."
The Washington Post reported Tuesday that the Biden administration had informed the Secret Service of an unspecified threat to Trump from Iran before the July 13 campaign rally. U.S. officials said they believe the attack on the rally, where one attendee was killed and two were critically injured, and where Trump said he was shot in the ear, was unrelated to any Iranian effort.
In a statement, Foreign Ministry spokesman Nasser Kanaani said Iran "strongly rejects any involvement in the recent armed attack on Trump or claims about Iran's intention for such an action, considering such allegations to have malicious political motives and objectives."
U.S. intelligence officials have warned that Iran may seek to avenge the death of Iranian commander Qasem Soleimani, who was killed in 2020 in a U.S. drone strike authorized by Trump. The military action was intended to "stop a war," Trump said after the strike. "We did not take action to start a war." Earlier in 2018, Trump withdrew from the Iran nuclear deal, imposing sanctions that debilitated the country's economy.
In a statement to the state-run Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) on Wednesday, Iran's U.N. mission described Trump as a "criminal" who deserved to be prosecuted for Soleimani's killing. "Iran has chosen the legal path to bring him to justice," the statement said. In January, the Tehran Times reported that Iran was planning to petition the International Court of Justice over Soleimani's assassination.
"As we have said many times, we have been tracking Iranian threats against former Trump administration officials for years, dating back to the last administration," U.S. National Security Council spokeswoman Adrienne Watson said Tuesday.
She added, "We consider this a national and homeland security matter of the highest priority."
The Secret Service enhanced its protections for Trump in light of the Iran-related threat alert, said a national security official, speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss security decisions. CNN first reported that the United States had "intelligence from a human source" about an Iranian plot to assassinate Trump.
Authorities are still searching for clues as to why 20-year-old Thomas Matthew Crooks of Bethel Park, Pa., opened fire at the rally on Saturday.
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Hezbollah leader threatens new attacks on Israeli towns as tensions rise
Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah struck a victorious tone in a speech, claiming Israel has been exhausted by the fighting in Gaza and external pressures.
By Suzan Haidamous, Maham Javaid | 2024-07-18

Lebanon's Hezbollah leader Hasan Nasrallah appears on a screen as he addresses his supporters during a religious procession to mark Ashura in Beirut's southern suburbs on Wednesday. (Aziz Taher/Reuters)


BEIRUT -- The leader of Lebanon's Iranian-backed Hezbollah militant group threatened Wednesday to target new areas in Israel if its military does not stop striking civilians in southern Lebanon.
Hasan Nasrallah delivered his televised speech marking Ashura, a Shiite Muslim day of mourning, amid an increase in exchanges of fire along the Israeli-Lebanese border and fears that the all-out war in Gaza might expand to other fronts.
"If Israeli tanks come to Lebanon, they will not only have a shortage in tanks but will never have any tanks left," said Nasrallah. Listing towns and villages in southern Lebanon where he said Israeli strikes had killed civilians in recent days, Nasrallah vowed a stronger response if they continued.  "The resistance missiles will target new Israeli settlements that were not targeted before."
The fighting on the northern border of Israel began just hours after the Hamas-led Oct. 7 attack on Israeli communities outside the Gaza Strip, with Hezbollah launching rockets in support of Hamas. The violence has resulted in deaths on both sides, losses in agricultural and dairy farms and the evacuation of tens of thousands of people from border towns. Tensions soared last month, after Israel killed a senior Hezbollah commander and the Lebanese militant group responded with furious barrages of rocket fire.

People pass by a house that was hit by an Israeli airstrike and killed a Hezbollah fighter with two of his civilian family members, in Bint Jbeil town, south Lebanon, Tuesday, July 16, 2024. (Mohammad Zaatari/AP)


Israeli military leaders have been drawing up plans for a Lebanon offensive for months, but both sides have said they would like to reach a diplomatic solution, as the United States and other countries try to broker a truce. Hezbollah has long maintained that it will not consider ending its attacks until there is cease-fire in the Gaza Strip.
"Our front will not end, as long as the aggression continues against the Gaza Strip, its people, and its resistance in its various forms," Nasrallah said Wednesday. "The threat of war has not frightened us for 10 months, when Israel was at the height of its power, as it has said."
Nasrallah struck a victorious tone in his speech, claiming that Israel's economy was suffering from the attacks on shipping in the Red Sea by the Iranian-aligned Houthi movement in Yemen. He also maintained that thousands of Israeli soldiers have suffered debilitating injuries.
According to Israeli casualty tolls, more than 4,000 troops have been injured, over 600 of them seriously.
Exchanges of fire continued on the border overnight, with Israel reporting that Hezbollah launched roughly 65 projectiles into Israeli territory. Most were neutralized by air defenses, and no injuries were reported. Several Hezbollah targets were then struck by the Israel Defense Forces in southern Lebanon, the Israeli military said.

Interceptions of rockets launched from Lebanon to Israel over the border, amid ongoing cross-border hostilities between Hezbollah and Israeli forces, are seen close to the Israeli border with Lebanon, on its Israel side July 16, 2024. (Ayal Margolin/Reuters)


The exchanges of fire at the Israel-Lebanon border and Hezbollah's threats come at a time when the Israeli military has been stretched thin across the different fronts.
Any ground incursion into Lebanon would pit the IDF against a larger and better equipped force in Hezbollah than it is currently facing in Gaza.
The Knesset, Israel's parliament, passed a resolution Wednesday declaring the body's opposition to the foundation of a Palestinian state. Sixty-eight lawmakers voted in favor, and only nine voted against. The resolution states that a Palestinian state would reward the militant groups that launched the Oct. 7 attack and pose an "existential danger to the State of Israel and its citizens."
An organization representing the families of Israeli hostages held by Hamas demanded that the prime minister explain comments he reportedly made about the well-being of the hostages. Israel's Ynet News reported that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said in a cabinet meeting that there was no need to rush a deal because the hostages were "suffering but they are not dying." Kan News reported that he said the hostages are "not dead, but their situation is difficult." The hostage families' organization called the remarks "deeply hurtful" and "factually inaccurate." Netanyahu's office did not publicly respond to the outrage on Wednesday in Israel over the reported comments.
Before Netanyahu's remarks, the parents of one hostage said Wednesday they felt optimistic about the return of their daughter, Liri Elbag, after talks with the Israeli government. "We had a meeting last week with Strategic Affairs Minister Ron Dermer. He told us that the conditions have ripened for a deal that could be actualized," said Eli Elbag, Liri's father. "Dermer sent us out optimistic."
Noa Argamani, a hostage rescued in June, will be joining Netanyahu on his trip to the United States next week to address Congress, Israeli media reported. Argamani will be accompanied by her father as well as family members of other hostages and victims of Hamas's Oct. 7 attack.
At least 28 people were killed in Gaza Wednesday in a spate of Israeli strikes, Gaza Civil Defense spokesman Mahmoud Basal said, noting the figure was current as of 9 p.m. local time. Among the deadliest of the strikes was one near the Cairo School in northern Gaza that left nine people dead and a number of others wounded, Basal said.
The United States ended its effort to provide aid to Gazans via a floating pier, calling the mission "complete" though it was beset almost from the start by a series of setbacks and delays. The project, announced by President Biden in March as aid groups warned that Israeli obstruction was hindering the delivery of aid by land in Gaza, began delivering food in May. It is estimated to have cost $230 million.
Hamas and other militant groups planned and carried out a "systematic" assault against Israeli civilians on Oct. 7, Human Rights Watch said in a report released Wednesday after months of interviews with survivors, hostages, first responders and other witnesses. The rights organization said the attack involved various war crimes and crimes against humanity, including "deliberate and indiscriminate attacks against civilians," the use of civilians as human shields, and cruel and inhumane treatment.
At least 38,794 people have been killed and 89,364 injured in Gaza since the war started, the Gaza Health Ministry said. It does not distinguish between civilians and combatants but says the majority of the dead are women and children. Israel estimates that about 1,200 people were killed in Hamas's Oct. 7 attack, including more than 300 soldiers, and it says 326 soldiers have been killed since the start of its military operations in Gaza.
Javaid reported from London. Mohamad El Chamaa in Beirut, Lior Soroka and Shira Rubin in Tel Aviv, Kareem Fahim in Istanbul and Bryan Pietsch in Washington contributed to this report.
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Pentagon ends troubled Gaza pier mission, shifts focus to Israeli port
The Gaza pier operation directed by President Biden enabled the delivery of millions of pounds of food but faced near-constant complications.
By Alex Horton, Dan Lamothe | 2024-07-17

U.S. military personnel scan the Gaza coastline from the Pentagon's makeshift pier in late June. (Leo Correa/AP)


The Pentagon on Wednesday declared an end to its sea-based humanitarian mission off Gaza, an effort that enabled delivery of millions of pounds of food to the war-ravaged territory even as the floating pier built by U.S. troops faced near-constant setbacks and ultimately fell short of expectations.
"The maritime surge mission involving the pier is complete," said Vice Adm. Brad Cooper, the No. 2 officer at U.S. Central Command, which coordinates all U.S. military activities in the Middle East. The operation will shift to the Israeli port in Ashdod, north of Gaza, where U.S. personnel will continue to facilitate the movement of aid arriving on ships dispatched from Cyprus, he added.
It remains to be seen whether the new operation at Ashdod will be more effective than the floating pier, which was sidelined repeatedly, or quell concerns among U.S. officials and aid groups who have urged Israel to loosen its chokehold on what may enter Gaza by land. The safety of humanitarian workers responsible for ensuring Palestinians can access the shipments has been a major impediment as well, as ongoing fighting between Israel and Hamas -- and the war's staggering civilian toll -- has paralyzed distribution efforts.
To date, about a million pounds of aid has moved from Ashdod in a "proof of concept," Cooper said, with millions of pounds more expected to follow.
He called the 20 million pounds of aid that arrived in Gaza via the pier "the largest volume of human assistance ever" delivered to the Middle East. Humanitarian groups have characterized it as a fraction of what is needed to address the hunger crisis there.
President Biden announced the mission in March, after Israel rebuffed his and other leaders' demands that more land routes be opened for aid deliveries. At the time, Pentagon officials forecast that the floating pier, while a temporary measure, would help provide up to 2 million meals per day. Citing an estimate provided by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), which helps coordinate the humanitarian groups working in Gaza, officials said Wednesday that, in all, the volume of aid brought in over the pier was enough to feed a half-million Gazans for a month.
Administration officials steadfastly defended the deployment, while emphasizing it was always intended to be short-lived.
Biden, speaking during his State of the Union address in March, said the scope of suffering and starvation in Gaza made the U.S. mission a moral necessity, and he stressed that no U.S. troops would go ashore -- seemingly attempting to find a tenuous balance between putting Americans in harm's way and idly standing by as famine compounded the war's civilian toll.
Once underway, though, the operation, with an estimated cost of more than $200 million, faced myriad complications. Consistently rough seas battered and damaged the structure, forcing it to halt operations again and again. Crucially, the aid groups expected to distribute the food once it reached land were reluctant to do so, citing persistent safety fears. Consequently, incoming shipments piled up at a staging area on the beach, though officials have said that much of the backlog was cleared.
USAID said in a statement that "too many aid workers have been killed in this conflict," and that the agency continues to urge Israeli leaders to "do more to protect civilians and humanitarian workers in order to get the aid in the hands of the Palestinian people."

In a photo provided by the U.S. military, trucks are seen carrying humanitarian aid from the floating pier toward the Gaza coast May 17. (Staff Sgt. Malcolm Cohens-Ashley/AP)


To function safely, the pier -- a floating structure connected to land by a steel causeway -- requires calm seas. While off Gaza, it often experienced the opposite.
In the end, the pier was operational for more than 20 days, Cooper said. It was last functional in late June. After a lengthy transit from a base in Virginia, U.S. personnel began accepting deliveries May 17, meaning it was in service about a third of the time.
Officials are confident the humanitarian mission's move to Ashdod will be a viable solution, said Sonali Korde, a top USAID official, though she acknowledged that obstacles will remain.
"The key challenge we have right now in Gaza is around the insecurity and lawlessness that is hampering the distribution once aid gets into Gaza and to the crossing points," she told reporters.
At a news conference last week, Biden said he was "disappointed that some of the things I put forward have not succeeded. Of the floating pier specifically, he said, "I was hopeful that would be more successful."
Sen. Roger Wicker (Miss.), the Senate Armed Services Committee's top Republican and a frequent critic of the president, seized on Wednesday's announcement. The mission, he said, was "a national embarrassment."
Wicker and other GOP lawmakers had warned since its inception that the pier's deployment, along with the roughly 1,000 troops needed to build and operate it, would present U.S. adversaries in the region with an opportunity to attack. Those fears proved unfounded.
In a statement, the senator said it was a "miracle that this doomed-from-the-start operation did not cost any American lives."
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China suspends nuclear talks with the U.S. over Taiwan arms sales
The Chinese announcement comes as U.S. policy on Taiwan hangs in the balance ahead of the November election.
By Cate Cadell, Abigail Hauslohner | 2024-07-17

Military vehicles carrying DF-41 intercontinental ballistic missiles roll past Tiananmen Square during a military parade marking the 70th founding anniversary of the People's Republic of China in 2019. (Jason Lee/Reuters)


China on Wednesday said it has suspended arms control and nuclear nonproliferation talks with Washington, blaming the diplomatic stall on ongoing U.S. arms sales to Taiwan. The freeze comes just eight months after the two countries held their first formal dialogue on the matter in almost five years.
"Over the past weeks and months, despite China's firm opposition and repeated protest, the U.S. has continued to sell arms to Taiwan and done things that severely undermine China's core interests and the mutual trust between China and the U.S.," said Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Lin Jian on Wednesday.
U.S. State Department spokesman Matthew Miller called the decision "unfortunate" and said Washington would continue to bolster the security of allies and partners in the region in the face of Chinese threats.
"China has chosen to follow Russia's lead in asserting that engagement on arms control can't proceed when there are other challenges in the bilateral relationship. We think this approach undermines strategic stability. It increases the risk of arms race dynamics," he said at a regular press briefing Wednesday.
The Chinese announcement comes as U.S. policy on Taiwan hangs in the balance ahead of the November election. Former president and Republican nominee Donald Trump on Tuesday called into question Washington's long-standing policy of arming Taiwan, the democratic, autonomous island that China claims as its territory.
In an interview with Bloomberg Businessweek, Trump accused the "immensely wealthy" Taiwan of swindling America out of its role in computer chips manufacturing, and suggested that it ought to "pay us for defense." Taiwan has "done nothing" for America, Trump said.
The United States has a long-standing policy of providing arms and training to Taiwan, a relationship that the Biden administration and U.S. lawmakers from both parties have sought to expand in recent years.
Congress in 2022 authorized the U.S. government to spend $2 billion in annual security funding for Taiwan from 2023 through 2027, and in April this year approved $2 billion in security grants for the Asia-Pacific region as part of a larger supplemental national security spending bill.
Lawmakers and administration officials have also pledged to accelerate a years-long backlog of weapons sales to Taiwan that includes critical upgrades to its fleet of F-16 fighter jets. Last month, the State Department approved new sales of missiles and drones worth an estimated $360 million.
All of this has drawn fierce criticism from Beijing. Chinese President Xi Jinping has vowed to take Taiwan by force if necessary, and the People's Liberation Army has executed a series of escalating military exercises around the island in recent years.
The Biden administration oversaw the rare talks between the two countries' top nuclear arms officials in November as part of a broader shift to reopen high-level communication channels between Beijing and Washington. While some Republican lawmakers have criticized the renewed engagement -- accusing the White House of softening on China -- the administration maintains that the communication, particularly between the two countries' militaries, is critical to manage the threat of conflict.
"The goal was not to paper over our differences. Our aim instead was to address misperceptions and miscommunication, to avoid major surprises," said U.S. national security adviser Jake Sullivan at a Council on Foreign Relations event in January where he discussed the rationale behind the talks with Beijing.
But China's refusal to continue engagement on nuclear proliferation over U.S. arms sales to Taiwan highlights the limitations in the scope of that engagement, as Biden heads toward a precarious election.
"[T]he Chinese side has decided to hold off discussion with the U.S. on a new round of consultations on arms control and nonproliferation. The responsibility fully lies with the U.S.," Lin said.
The foreign ministry's statement was China's first public confirmation that talks have stalled, though U.S. officials indicated earlier this year that Beijing's commitment had waned.
In March, under Secretary of State Bonnie Jenkins told a hearing of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee that despite the promising initial discussions, Beijing had declined follow-up meetings and had not provided "substantive" responses to risk-reducing suggestions proposed by Washington.
She said the rapid buildup in China's nuclear warheads -- alongside Russia's own sizable arsenal -- raised concerns that the U.S. could soon be facing two "expansionary and significantly-armed peers."
A report released by the Pentagon last year estimated that China had more than 500 operational nuclear warheads and is likely on track to double that figure by 2030. The United States has an arsenal of roughly 3,700 nuclear warheads, according to estimates by the Federation of American Scientists.
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King's Speech and parliamentary pomp mark major power shift in U.K.
During the State Opening of Parliament, King Charles wore a heavy crown, and the theatrics of the constitutional monarchy were on full display. 
By William Booth, Karla Adam | 2024-07-17

King Charles III wears the Imperial State Crown for the State Opening of Parliament on Wednesday at the Palace of Westminster in London. (Hannah McKay/Reuters)


LONDON -- The aging monarch arrived in a golden carriage and put on a bejeweled crown weighing more than a sack of sugar. The new prime minister wore an ordinary suit, with a burgundy tie, and listened as King Charles III conveyed all that Britain's first Labour government in 14 years wants to do.
During the State Opening of Parliament on Wednesday, the rituals and theatrics of the constitutional monarchy were on full display, designed to project stability and bestow legitimacy during transitions of power.
The elaborate costumes and royal trumpeters may have seemed especially over the top when power passed from one Conservative Party government to another under a succession of five Conservative prime ministers. But Wednesday really did mark a dramatic moment here.
As a result of the landslide election on July 4, the key players have swapped roles. Household names have been written out of the script. New plotlines are emerging.
Walking together into Westminster on Wednesday, new prime minister Keir Starmer and defeated prime minister Rishi Sunak chatted in a friendly, animated fashion, like sportsmen after a hard-fought match. Sunak remains head of the Conservative Party -- now relegated to the opposition benches -- until his replacement is chosen.

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer and Conservative Party opposition leader Rishi Sunak proceed during the State Opening of Parliament. (Aaron Chown/AFP/Getty Images)


Starmer and his cabinet picks officially started on July 5. Already, Starmer has represented Britain at NATO, shaken hands with President Biden in the Oval Office and ditched some of Sunak's plans, such as deporting asylum seekers to Rwanda. But Wednesday was when the new government laid out its priorities, defining the "change" slogan at the heart of Labour's winning election campaign.
In a speech read, in accordance with tradition, by the monarch, the government detailed ambitious legislative goals, with a raft of 40 bills on the way.
"Even just the crude number of bills" speaks to the "level of ambition" of this new government, said Anand Menon, a politics professor at King's College London. Sunak's government mentioned 21 bills last time.
Menon said the "massive" legislative agenda represented a belief in interventionist government. It's a recognition that "the state has a role to play. There will always be arguments to how far that can and should go."
Some of the new agenda reflects more traditional Labour ideas about government. The King's Speech highlighted plans to nationalize rail service and create a publicly owned clean-power company, headquartered in Scotland.
But Starmer's rebooted Labour Party also emphasizes the importance of public-private partnerships and "wealth creation for all communities." It wants to boost the economy by encouraging the construction of homes and infrastructure. It wants to stop local governments from blocking new building.
"Securing economic growth will be a fundamental mission," the king read.

King Charles III delivered a speech on the new Labour government's agenda on July 17 in London at the State Opening of Parliament.


Britain is the sixth-largest economy in the world, but people here have felt the pinch of wages falling behind the costs of daily life. And growing the economy will be essential to fund all that Labour wants to do without broadly raising taxes.
Starmer and his ministers have been keen to blame the state of the country's coffers on 14 years of Conservative Party rule.
"National renewal is not a quick fix," the prime minister said during the parliamentary debate after the speech. "The rot of 14 years will take time to repair."
The first lines of the King's Speech began: "My government will govern in service to the country. My government's legislative program will be mission-led and based upon the principles of security, fairness and opportunity for all."
That may resonate with this king, who has framed his own job as being in service to the people.
Charles read the speech in a dispassionate voice. By tradition, it is not high oratory, and the monarch is expected to remain nonpartisan. But Charles is also known as a lifelong climate advocate -- which created some awkwardness during the last King's Speech, when he had to read out the Sunak government's plans for a new system of awarding oil and gas licenses.
This time, Charles read, "My government recognizes the urgency of the global climate challenge."
Labour argues that economic growth and a green-energy transition don't need to be in tension. As part of its "Green Prosperity Plan," it has pledged to help create 650,000 jobs by 2030, as well as to work with the private sector to double onshore wind, triple solar power and quadruple offshore wind.
Climate activists praised the new tone on Wednesday. "This King's Speech is a WORLD AWAY from last year's: a significant step change in political leadership on climate," Greenpeace posted on social media. But environmentalists also criticized Labour for not being bold enough. The party dropped an earlier pledge to spend 28 billion pounds ($36 billion) a year on environmental projects if it won the election.

The King's Bodyguard of the Yeomen of the Guard takes part in the traditional "ceremonial search" in the Prince's Chamber in the House of Lords before the State Opening of Parliament on Wednesday. (Justin Tallis/Reuters)


Sunak led the opposition's response in Parliament. He joked about how quickly in British politics people may find "you have a bright future behind you, and you are left wondering whether you can credibly be an elder statesman at the age of 44."
Sunak objected to the new government's scrapping of his plan to deport asylum seekers to Rwanda, saying that without a deterrent, people will continue to try to cross the English Channel illegally in small boats. But the Rwanda plan repeatedly ran into legal obstacles, and Starmer, a former human rights lawyer, was never going to push it. Instead, the King's Speech mentioned a new "Border Security Command" as well as enhanced powers to treat people-smugglers like terrorists.
Sunak also asserted that Labour inherited an economy that was on an upward trajectory, and that, given that all the books were open, it was disingenuous for new ministers to claim that public finances were worse off than anyone had realized.

King Charles III and Queen Camilla return to Buckingham Palace after the State Opening of Parliament. (Jeff Spicer/Getty Images)


Although Charles was just the messenger on Wednesday, it was one of the highest-visibility days for the king since he revealed in February that he was beginning treatment for cancer. (What kind of cancer and what kind of treatment have not been disclosed.)
The rituals of the State Opening of Parliament involve many oddities. Before the king's arrival, royal bodyguards searched the cellars for explosives. This is a nod to Guy Fawkes's 1605 "gunpowder plot," a botched attempt by English Catholics to blow up Protestant King James I and Parliament.
Also by tradition, Black Rod, a senior official in the House of Lords, had the door to the House of Commons slammed in her face -- representing the House of Commons' independence from the monarch.
Another lawmaker was held "hostage" at Buckingham Palace during the ceremony, which is meant to guarantee the monarch's safe return.

Sarah Clarke, Black Rod, walks toward the House of Lords during the State Opening of Parliament. (Alberto Pezzali/Reuters)
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Paris mayor swims in the Seine, declares it clean for the Olympics
"It's pure happiness," Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo said, having fulfilled her pledge to clean up the Seine before the Games. Now officials hope it stays that way.
By Rick Noack | 2024-07-17

Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo swam in the Seine on July 17 to declare it clean for the Olympic Games, which will commence in nine days.


PARIS -- In what French officials hoped to be the conclusion of a years-long nail-biter, Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo plunged into the Seine on Wednesday and declared it sufficiently clean for Olympic swimming competitions.
The mayor, wearing a wet suit, splashed and treaded water for a bit, before affixing her goggles and putting her head down for some serious freestyle.
"It's pure happiness," she said after climbing out, having fulfilled a pledge with nine days to go before the start of the Paris Olympics.
After months of delays, and worrying contamination reports, Hidalgo's symbolic swim in the turquoise-brownish waters was broadcast live on national television. Hundreds of spectators, and assigned soldiers and police officers, also watched from the riverbanks and nearby bridges.
Swimming in the Seine has been banned for a century because of health concerns, primarily due to wastewater that sometimes overflows from the city's old sewage system into the Seine. In 2015, Hidalgo announced a plan to make the river the star of the Olympic Games, with a floating Opening Ceremonies and triathlon and marathon swimming in the river.

Hidalgo after her swim in the Seine on Wednesday. (Abdul Saboor/Reuters)


But despite $1.5 billion of investment, bacteria levels stubbornly remained above safe limits, leading to the cancellation of the swimming portion of Paralympic triathlon tests and of the Open Water Swimming World Cup last summer. This year, the Surfrider Foundation environmental group reported "alarming" contamination, with testing at one site over six months showing higher-than-recommended levels of E. coli and enterococci bacteria. The Paris mayor's promised swim had to be repeatedly postponed, with explanations ranging from excessive rainfall to France's political turmoil.
As recently as last month, the ambitious project threatened to become an embarrassment. Officials were for the first time talking about a plan B for the highly anticipated Seine competitions. But the gloom has given way to new enthusiasm in recent days, as the weather improved and the Seine's water quality reached safe limits on most days this month, according to city measurements.
On Saturday, French Sports Minister Amelie Oudea-Castera became the first major French official to conquer the Seine. With President Emmanuel Macron's government on the verge of resignation after this month's election defeat, she rushed to the river. Her swim, which appeared designed to preempt Hidalgo's, did not go entirely according to plan. In scenes captured on television, Oudea-Castera slipped on the riverbank and then slid into the water.
Macron had also vowed to swim the Seine earlier this year but did not join.

Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo declared the cleanup of the Seine complete on July 17, just in times for the Olympics.


Meanwhile, Hidalgo -- whose left-wing Socialist party is newly energized in the wake of the election -- led a highly choreographed event on Wednesday. Organizers set up a temporary landing stage. There were so many journalists that some had to watch from outside the security cordon.
"Now we're ready for the Games," said Tony Estanguet, the president of the Paris 2024 organizing committee, speaking after he accompanied Hidalgo and regional prefect Marc Guillaume into the water.
Although the weather in the coming days appears to be favorable, there is no guarantee that the Seine will be as clean when the swimming competitions are scheduled to take place in late July and August.
The unusually high flow rate -- the result of heavy rainfall earlier this summer -- also continues to raise concerns. Unless the river slows down over the next nine days, organizers may be forced to adapt their plans for a floating parade during the Opening Ceremonies on July 26.
Despite these lingering questions, residents who followed Wednesday's swim said they were increasingly excited for the Games.
"There has been a lot of criticism of the Olympics," said Margaux Tellier, 34. But making the Seine swimmable, she said, "raises awareness of the environment and of climate change."
French officials have said they hope to open river-water swimming pools along the Seine for Parisians and visitors, including near the Louvre and Notre Dame, and in other, less-privileged neighborhoods.

Hidalgo climbs out of the Seine after her swim. (Abdul Saboor/Reuters)


"It would be fantastic if there was space for all Parisians to swim," Tellier said.
Swimming competitions took place in the Seine when Paris hosted its first Olympic Games, in 1900. But industrialization rapidly worsened the river's pollution levels and public swimming was officially banned in 1923.
In the 1990s, then-Mayor Jacques Chirac vowed to clean the river up, and said he would plunge in himself -- which did not happen. But the high-profile interest and the inflow of money that comes with hosting the Olympics sped up a plan that officials hailed as a way for Parisians to reconnect with their city and its river.
The plan partly relied on a new basin designed to prevent sewage from overflowing into the Seine and a water-treatment plant upstream, which were both only inaugurated in recent months. The new basin can collect as much as 20 Olympic-size swimming pools' worth of excess rain and wastewater during downpours, to limit the risk of the city's old sewage system being overwhelmed.
City employee Mathis Joubert, 24, said he was "a bit shaky" before venturing into the water on Wednesday. Having grown up in Paris, he had long thought of the Seine as stinky and off-putting. Three years ago, he said, he could not have imagined swimming in the river.
But his dip on Wednesday, he said, "was perfect."
Ellen Francis contributed to this report.
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Cyanide, found in cups, probably killed 6 in Bangkok hotel room, officials say
Officials suspect the two Americans and four Vietnamese died of poisoning at the Grand Hyatt Erawan Bangkok and may have been involved in a business dispute.
By Annabelle Timsit, Wilawan Watcharasakwej | 2024-07-17

The Grand Hyatt Erawan hotel in Bangkok on Wednesday, after six people were found dead inside. (Chanakarn Laosarakham/AFP/Getty Images)


Traces of cyanide were discovered in the cups of six people who were found dead at a Bangkok hotel in unexplained circumstances, Thai authorities said Wednesday, and preliminary autopsy results suggest they died of poisoning by the deadly, fast-acting chemical.
A medical team confirmed the presence of cyanide in the people's blood, Chanchai Sittipunt, director of King Chulalongkorn Memorial Hospital in Bangkok, said Wednesday at a news conference. The findings are consistent with cyanide poisoning, and experts did not identify any other potential cause of death, Chanchai said. Initial results will have to be confirmed with further tests, he said.
Thai police discovered traces of cyanide in cups inside Room 502 of the Grand Hyatt Erawan, where the six people -- all of whom were of Vietnamese descent, two with U.S. citizenship and the others with Vietnamese citizenship -- were found dead Tuesday.

Traces of cyanide were discovered in the cups of six people who were found dead at a Bangkok hotel in unexplained circumstances, Thai police said on July 17.


Noppasin Poonsawat, Bangkok's deputy police chief, said during a news conference Wednesday that hotel workers delivered food, tea and milk to the room just before 2 p.m., as well as six tea cups and two thermoses. Only one person, identified as U.S. national Sherine Chong, was present in the room to receive the order. After the staff left, five other people entered the room. No one else entered, and they did not leave again, Noppasin said.
A housekeeper found the bodies on Tuesday afternoon after the group did not check out of their room, police said Tuesday. Four of the bodies were found in a living room, and two were in a bedroom, they said.
Though the food was uneaten, the beverages appeared to have been "fully consumed" from the cups, with residue left at the bottom, Lt. Gen. Thiti Sangsawang, the Metropolitan Police Bureau commissioner in Bangkok, said Tuesday. Photos released by police appeared to show the deceased lying on the ground, spread out in different parts of the hotel room. Food apparently ordered for six appeared to lay untouched, with some still wrapped under plastic film.

(Royal Thai Police/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock)


Initial results from the autopsies found signs of asphyxiation and unusual congestion and coloring of the blood -- suggesting they may have been exposed to a toxic substance, Kornkiat Vongpaisarnsin, a forensic medicine expert at Chulalongkorn University's medical school, said Wednesday during a news conference. Kornkiat said there were no signs of physical violence on the bodies or trauma in any internal organs. Further tests will determine the concentration of cyanide in their blood, with results expected in the next day or two, he said.
Noppasin said Wednesday that the case appeared to be personal and not related to any criminal activity in Thailand, whose economy relies heavily on the tourism industry. He said that the suspected poisoning may have been the result of a business-related dispute between the six people, and that police believe the person responsible for the poisoning was also among the dead.
Noppasin said interviews with the victims' relatives revealed that a married couple among the dead invested about 10 million baht ($278,700) to build a hospital in Japan, at the request of two of the other people in the group. Noppasin said the deal could be a motive for the apparent poisoning. The couple were involved in road construction in Vietnam, he said.
When the project did not advance as planned, a meeting was arranged and was supposed to take place in Japan -- but, when faced with visa issues, the group decided to meet in Thailand instead, Noppasin said, citing the victims' relatives.
They arrived in Thailand between July 4 and 12 and checked into different rooms at the hotel, Noppasin said. CCTV footage showed five of them checking out of their rooms Monday morning and moving their luggage into Room 502, which was booked by Chong, he said.
Police initially looked for a seventh person who was part of the same hotel booking as other members of the group. Noppasin said the person was the younger sister of one of the Vietnamese nationals. She arrived in Thailand on July 4 but returned to Da Nang, Vietnam, on July 10, and police do not believe she was involved in the deaths, he said.
Thai police are investigating the case and working with the Vietnamese Embassy. A spokesperson for the U.S. State Department said in a statement that the agency was "aware of reports [of] the deaths of two U.S. citizens in Bangkok" and "ready to provide consular assistance."
Angelina Hue, a spokeswoman for Hyatt's Asia-Pacific region, said in an emailed statement Tuesday that Hyatt was "deeply saddened by this tragic situation" and that "the safety and security of our guests and colleagues is always a top priority." She said Hyatt was cooperating with the local authorities.
Bryan Pietsch contributed to this report.
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Wall Street Journal fires Hong Kong reporter who headed embattled press club 
The Hong Kong Journalists Association has been accused in recent weeks by state-run media outlets in Hong Kong and China of destabilizing the city.
By Shibani Mahtani | 2024-07-17

Selina Cheng, the newly elected chair of the Hong Kong Journalists Association, spoke to reporters after her employment contract with the Wall Street Journal was terminated, in Hong Kong on Wednesday. (Tyrone Siu/Reuters)


A Hong Kong-based reporter for the Wall Street Journal was terminated by the newspaper soon after she was elected as chair of the Hong Kong Journalists Association.
The HKJA, a press advocacy association, has been accused in recent weeks by state-backed and state-run media outlets in Hong Kong and China of destabilizing the city.
Selina Cheng, the reporter, said in a news conference Wednesday that she believes the termination is related to her role as chair of the organization. She said she came under pressure from her employer to quit the association.
The day before the HKJA election, Cheng said, her supervisors directed her to withdraw her candidacy and to leave HKJA's board, of which she has been a member since 2021. She declined their requests.
"[I] was immediately told it would be incompatible with my job," said Cheng. "The editor said employees of the Journal should not be seen as advocating for press freedom in a place like Hong Kong, even though they can in Western countries, where it is already established."
The HKJA is considered a trade union, and under Hong Kong law, it is legal to be an officer of a union, a right guaranteed by the Basic Law, the city's mini-constitution.
In an emailed response, a spokesman for Dow Jones, the parent company of the Wall Street Journal, confirmed it made "personnel changes" on Wednesday but said it could not comment on specific individuals.
"The Wall Street Journal has been and continues to be a fierce and vocal advocate for press freedom in Hong Kong and around the world," the spokesman added.
The termination, if linked to Cheng's position at HKJA, would be the latest indication of how even large, well-resourced international media organizations are wary about the risks of operating in Hong Kong, a once-freewheeling city that has increasingly come to resemble mainland China in its suppression of civil liberties, including press freedom.
In the wake of mass protests in 2019, Beijing passed a national security law in Hong Kong that established punishments of up to life imprisonment for vaguely described crimes, such as subversion of state power and colluding with foreign forces.
These laws, alongside a new set of domestically focused national security laws passed this year, have had the effect of altering every institution in Hong Kong, from the courts to universities and newsrooms. After the passage of the national security law, the New York Times relocated its Hong Kong digital operation to Seoul, saying there was "a lot of uncertainty" about what the changes would mean for  its operations and journalism.
Earlier this year, the Wall Street Journal said it was shifting its Asia headquarters from Hong Kong to Singapore and laid off a number of Hong Kong-based reporters. Cheng's role was not affected at the time, and she continued to be based in and employed in the city. Cheng, 32, covered the Chinese auto industry, which the Journal has said is one of its priority coverage areas. In terminating her on Wednesday, editors cited restructuring, she said.
In a statement, the HKJA said the Journal is "not alone" in taking this stance and that other elected board members have been "pressured by their employers to stand down." Previously, the Journal's management in Hong Kong told one of its now-former reporters, technology reporter Dan Strumpf, not to run for president of the Foreign Correspondents' Club of Hong Kong, citing risks to the company.
The HKJA remains a vocal group advocating for journalists in Hong Kong, both local and foreign. In a piece earlier this month, the Global Times, a Chinese state mouthpiece, said it had a "spotty history of colluding with separatist politicians and instigating riots in Hong Kong" and was "by no means a professional organization representing the Hong Kong media."
The Global Times highlighted Cheng's reporting for the Journal, which it said attacked the national security law, and the reporting of two other board members: James Griffiths, a correspondent for the Canadian-based Globe and Mail, and Theodora Yu, a freelancer who was a former employee of The Washington Post.
Hong Kong security chief Chris Tang Ping-keung has also attacked the HKJA, saying it had stood with the "black-clad violent mob" during the 2019 protests.
In its statement, the HKJA called on all media outlets working in China "to allow their employees to freely advocate for press freedom and better working conditions in solidarity with fellow journalists in Hong Kong and China."
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What to know about cheaper, imitation weight-loss drugs
The popularity of off-brand GLP-1 weight-loss drugs has surged as some consumers struggle to find or afford the brand-name, FDA-approved medications.
By Daniel Gilbert, Teddy Amenabar | 2024-07-18

Ashley Dunham prepares her weekly dosage of Ozempic. (Malcom Jackson for The Washington Post) 


The pitch is all over social media and irresistible for many people desperate to lose weight: Get an imitation version of pricey, hard-to-find drugs like Ozempic or Mounjaro for a fraction of the cost.
But the booming business of off-brand versions of the blockbuster drugs, which trigger the hormone GLP-1 and curb hunger, has left many consumers wondering whether it is worth trying. Here's what you should know.
Novo Nordisk, which makes Ozempic and Wegovy (active ingredient: semaglutide), and Eli Lilly, which makes Mounjaro and Zepbound (tirzepatide), went through the FDA's rigorous process to win regulatory approval for these GLP-1 drugs, which includes studying how safe and effective they are and inspecting the manufacturing facilities. The FDA hasn't approved any generic versions.
However, the two drugmakers haven't been able to keep up with the seemingly bottomless demand for their products, leading the FDA to officially declare their drugs as being in shortage. That designation has opened the door for specialized compounding pharmacies to churn out copies of the blockbuster drugs, which they are legally permitted to do when FDA-approved drugs are in shortage and they meet certain requirements. Compounded GLP-1 drugs require a prescription.
Compounding pharmacies traditionally customize a prescription medication to suit an individual patient's needs, such as by mixing up a liquid formulation for someone who can't swallow pills. They are licensed and inspected by state regulators. The FDA exercises some oversight over their practices but doesn't approve their products.
When it comes to weight-loss medications, pharmacies have much lower overhead costs than Novo Nordisk and Eli Lilly, which spent billions of dollars to research and develop the drugs and meet FDA's exacting quality standards.
For their raw ingredients, compounding pharmacies turn to contract manufacturers -- largely overseas -- which have registered with the FDA as makers of semaglutide and tirzepatide. Converting the raw active ingredient from powder form to an injectable solution doesn't take advanced chemistry, pharmacists say, enabling pharmacies to offer GLP-1 drugs to health-care providers for a couple hundred dollars a month or less.
Some research suggests that the brand manufacturers, meanwhile, are substantially marking up the price for profit. A Yale University-led study earlier this year found injectable semaglutide could be profitably made for less than $5 a month, compared with Ozempic's list price of $968.52 for a month's supply. Novo Nordisk said in a statement that the study didn't take into account its costs for research and development or those of building "first-in-the-world manufacturing facilities."
With a diffuse supply chain and multiple vendors engaged in making a sterile, injectable medication, there is some additional safety risk of pharmacy-made drugs. How much is hotly debated.
The FDA says that compounded medications in general are not as safe as drugs that have been exhaustively reviewed by the agency. Between August 2021 and mid-July, it has reviewed 288 reports of patients having bad reactions to compounded semaglutide and 108 such reports for tirzepatide, a spokesperson said. Those are tiny fractions of the tens of thousands of adverse-event reports people have submitted for all types of the drugs, including the brand-name versions, which have well-documented side effects.
Novo Nordisk and Eli Lilly have argued in lawsuits and public statements that compounded GLP-1 drugs are unsafe, saying their own testing has found impurities in compounded versions of their medications.
"The proliferation of entities claiming to offer compounded tirzepatide is a safety issue," Lilly said in a statement, adding that such products lack FDA approval and haven't been shown to be safe or effective. Novo Nordisk cited purity deficiencies in compounded semaglutide from six pharmacies it has sued, saying they could jeopardize patient safety.
Scott Brunner, CEO of the Alliance for Pharmacy Compounding, said the companies' allegations are unproven. "Look, FDA-approved drugs should always be the first-line drug therapy," he said. Because the drugmakers can't meet the demand for their products, pharmacies are "saving the day" by stepping in to fill the void, Brunner added.
Andrew Kraftson, director of the weight navigation program at University of Michigan, said patients ask him about compounded semaglutide, but he won't prescribe it.
"There's just a lot of unanswered questions," Kraftson said. "People are just injecting it into their bodies with a lot of trust and a lot of hope."
For those inclined to pursue compounded GLP-1 drugs despite the risks, here are a few things to consider:
For any version of the drugs, the process begins by visiting -- in person or online -- a health-care professional, who writes a prescription and orders the medication.
Telehealth firms prescribing compounded drugs often have the drug shipped to a patient's home, where it typically comes in a vial with a syringe, in contrast to the brand-name versions that come in pre-filled injection pens.
Jess Winfrey, 36, who has polycystic ovary syndrome and lives in Dallas, began taking compounded semaglutide and later tirzepatide last October because she didn't think her insurance would cover the medications to help her lose weight. Winfrey said she's received prescriptions from three telehealth firms -- in one case after filling out a questionnaire without talking to a health-care provider.
Before trying compounded GLP-1 medications, Winfrey had never given herself a shot before. "It took me 30 minutes because I kept pulling the medication out into the syringe and pushing it back in, because I didn't know if I did it right," she said. "By the end of it, I had sweat beads on my forehead because I was so nervous."
But Winfrey said she quickly got over her fear. Now a paid promoter of the weight-loss drugs, she live-streams her "injection days" on TikTok to help others overcome their anxiety.
Demand is so great that the shortages are expected to last into next year, but even executives at Novo Nordisk and Eli Lilly are reluctant to give firm predictions. The FDA says it will resolve a shortage when the manufacturer can meet "total national historical demand," and the agency has verified it has additional "safety stock" and that all back orders have been filled.
Eric Tichy, who manages the pharmaceutical supply chain at Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn., said injectable GLP-1 drugs are the "number one back-ordered medications" for the hospital system but that the shortage has improved significantly in the last six months.
The FDA's database currently shows limited availability for two doses of Mounjaro and Zepbound, and for the three lowest doses of Wegovy. Eli Lilly said that it is on track to boost production of its tirzepatide-based drugs in the second half of this year, though its executives have said the shortages could persist into next year. Novo Nordisk said it can't speculate when all doses of Wegovy will be fully available.
Compounding pharmacies that make exact copies of FDA-approved GLP-1 drugs will have to stop when they are no longer in shortage. That means some people who pay a few hundred dollars a month may be looking at a large increase in cost for the brand-name injections.
Still, Hims and Hers, a publicly traded telehealth firm, is betting it will be able to sell compounded GLP-1 drugs for the foreseeable future, although analysts are not so sure.
"The company's ability to sell semaglutide once the shortage ends remains uncertain," Michael Cherny, a Leerink Partners analyst, wrote in a June research note. Hims and Hers did not directly address its plans once the shortages end.
There may be other ways to keep compounded drugs on the market once shortages are over. For instance, many compounding pharmacies add vitamin B-12 to a compounded GLP-1 drug. If that made a therapeutic difference for patients, a pharmacy could argue that it's more than a copy of a brand-name drug, said Robin Feldman, a professor at the University of California College of the Law in San Francisco and an expert on pharmaceutical law.
"However, GLP-1 drugs are the new gold rush," she said. "In unexplored territory, one should be cautious in making predictions."
Novo Nordisk's patent for semaglutide expires in 2032, while Eli Lilly's patent for tirzepatide expires in 2036. The companies hold other patents on the drugs as well, and it could take even longer for generic versions to make it to market.
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Work Advice: I can't unhear what I overheard on our security cameras
Owner overhears senior manager complaining about colleagues and pay on security cameras. How to address the issues without revealing the source?
By Karla Miller | 2024-07-18

(tampatra/iStock)


Reader: I own a company with about 30 employees. Managers report directly to me, but I don't play a day-to-day role in operations. I live out of state and visit the business for four or five days each month.
We recently filled a long-vacant key manager position. I was unable to be in town during the new manager's first week, so I planned to call and speak with both the new manager and the senior manager who helped make the hire.
We recently installed motion- and voice-activated security cameras for staff safety and after-hours protection. While this is not something I normally do, on the new manager's first day, I decided to check the main reception camera to see if it was a good time to call. When I accessed the feed, I saw only the senior manager. Skimming through recordings from earlier that morning, I saw that the new manager had arrived earlier.
While scrolling, I stumbled upon a clip of the senior manager speaking disdainfully of the new manager, and poorly of me, to an entry-level staffer. Complaints about salary and bonuses were also discussed.
I can't unhear what was said. My ego is bruised, but more than that, the senior manager's sharing of confidential salary information has floored me. I also wonder what else this manager is saying to staff.
The senior manager, who is well liked and a critical part of our operations, helped us through a tumultuous transition, earning an expanded role and a 30 percent pay increase this year. This manager also knows about the cameras and has the same access I do, so there would be no reason to assume the conversation would be private.
Do I tell the senior manager what I saw and heard? The embarrassment could be devastating, but if I don't, I can't address what is clearly deep-seated resentment and a lack of professionalism. How can I trust this manager with important core decisions ever again?
Karla: I can think of several reasons you shouldn't tell the senior manager what you caught on camera, and why you should probably avoid making a habit of using security cameras for general employee surveillance.
First, state and federal privacy laws can be tricky, especially when it comes to recording audio -- even when it's a security system in a business you own. For example, the National Labor Relations Board prohibits employers from recording union activity and conversations; even if your workers aren't unionized, what you call "sharing confidential salary information" might still be considered protected discussion of working conditions and compensation. If you don't have a lawyer-vetted policy describing appropriate use of security cameras, you should probably look into creating one for yourself and anyone else with access to those feeds.
Even assuming you have the legal right to randomly access and review recordings at your workplace, think about the message it would inevitably send if you started calling employees out on what you witness: A system purportedly installed for employee security is instead being used to scrutinize their whereabouts and conversations by an overseer they rarely see in person. And then you'll probably end up with a lot more vacancies to fill. They may know they're on camera, but their tolerance of that fact is based on a fragile trust that you won't use recordings for other than their intended protective purpose.
Now, I don't know what the deal is with your likable, team-playing, well-paid senior manager who seemingly let the mask drop. Was it just an off morning that caused some simmering snark to boil over? Is this person a two-faced malcontent, or a burned-out workhorse with legitimate concerns that aren't being heard? Is the 30 percent increase a poor reward compared to what you offered the new manager?
I have no way of finding that out. But you do. You went fishing and pulled up a boot; instead of stewing and speculating about what else is lying under the surface, dive in and see for yourself. You can't un-hear what you heard, but you can review it for clues about issues that need addressing, like personnel conflicts and pay.
Ask questions: "How do you think the new manager is settling in?" "What's something that would make your job easier?" Commission a third-party review of your pay practices to make sure they're competitive and equitable. Be present and open to honest feedback.
Consider whether morale would improve if employees got to see more of you in person, and vice versa. The eye-in-the-sky view is temptingly convenient for spotting problems, but it's no substitute for immersing yourself in the vibe at ground level.
Or maybe the hands-off ownership model with monthly visits is your most viable option. That can still work so long as you manage through human connection and communication, instead of relying on electronic spies that capture people in their worst moments.
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Boeing's largest union says it will strike if contract negotiations fail 
The vote by 32,000 members of the International Association of Machinists District 751 comes as unions have won major wage gains for workers nationwide. 
By Lori Aratani | 2024-07-18

Boeing staff listen to union leaders speak as Boeing's Washington state factory workers vote on whether to give their union a strike mandate at T-Mobile Park in Seattle on Wednesday. (David Ryder/Reuters)


Boeing's largest employee union voted overwhelmingly Wednesday to authorize a strike, increasing the pressure on the company to meet its demands for higher wages and better working conditions or risk a crippling walkout later this year.
Wednesday's yes vote by members of the International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers District 751 was largely expected but injects yet another element of uncertainty into Boeing's business as it attempts to recover from a string of crises that have weighed on its reputation all year. Union officials said the vote passed by nearly 99.9 percent.
"We don't want to strike -- but we're ready and willing to do so to bring home the best aerospace contract our members have ever seen," Jon Holden, president of IAM District 751, said in a statement after the vote. "There is no Boeing without us, and we have what it takes to build this company back to the level it was."
Negotiations between Boeing and the 32,000-member union began in March to replace the current agreement, which expires Sept. 12. A strike in September would require another membership vote.
Boeing has been grappling with multiple investigations and controversies over safety and manufacturing integrity all year. In January, a 737 Max operated by Alaska Airlines suffered a midair door panel blowout, leaving a gaping hole in the fuselage as the plane was forced to land. This month, Boeing agreed to plead guilty to a charge of conspiracy to defraud the government over crashes of 737 Max jets in Indonesia in 2018 and Ethiopia in 2019 that killed 346 people. The agreement with the Justice Department followed a finding by prosecutors that Boeing failed to live up to the terms of a deal the company negotiated with the government in 2021 that would have shielded it from criminal prosecution.

Jon Holden, president of the International Association of Machinists District 751. (David Ryder/Reuters)


Now its labor issues loom large. The union's proposal includes a pay increase of more than 40 percent and restoration of the traditional pension program that was eliminated in 2014. While pay and benefits are important, after several years in which Boeing threatened to move aircraft production elsewhere, Holden, IAM District's 751's president, said one of the union's top priorities is ensuring that the company's next new airplane is built in Washington state.
Boeing has not announced plans for a new plane and declined to comment on where such a plane would be built. However, its threats to move production to another state in 2008, 2011 and 2014 enabled it to win concessions from union members eager to keep production in Washington.
This time, however, Boeing finds itself negotiating at a time when aviation industry unions have notched significant victories.
Last summer, American Airlines pilots won a 46 percent raise, while flight attendants at Southwest Airlines recently approved a deal that gives them a more than 20 percent raise. And though IAM members at Spirit AeroSystems, a key supplier recently reacquired by Boeing last month, walked off their jobs for six days, they ultimately won a 23.5 percent pay raise over the life of the contract and other concessions, including the elimination of mandatory overtime on weekends. IAM's leaders and members have watched those negotiations closely.
"They have eyes and ears, and they can see what's going on in other places," said Stewart Glickman, deputy director of equity research at CFRA, an investment research firm.
Glickman said he sees two possible paths for Boeing: It can pay up to avoid a strike, which will add to the company's cash crunch, or it can play hardball, which risks causing a strike and further disruption to production.
Even a brief walkout by machinists would hamper Boeing's ability to meet production targets because of the key roles they play in assembling and inspecting 737 Max and 777 aircraft. Wall Street analysts estimated that during the 2008 strike, which shut down production for two months, the company lost more than $2 billion in profits. Some suppliers were forced to lay off workers and slow down operations.

International Association of Machinists and Aerospace Worker Union (IAM) District 751 members drop their ballots. (Jason Redmond/AFP/Getty Images)


Richard Aboulafia, a managing director at the aerospace consulting firm AeroDynamic Advisory, said that given Boeing's multiple stumbles, these negotiations could take on an outsize role.
"What's at stake is [Boeing could] lose even more credibility in the eyes of customers, regulators, suppliers and the whole industry," he said.
It has been 16 years since the two sides have negotiated an entirely new contract. The last agreement, in 2008, came after the two-month walkout. Boeing reopened negotiations in 2011 and again in 2013. Both times the company won concessions, including increases in the amount workers pay for health care and the end of the traditional pension program in exchange for agreeing to keep airplane production in Washington state.
"We remain confident we can reach a deal that balances the needs of our employees and the business realities we face as a company," Boeing said in a statement Wednesday. Stephanie Pope, head of Boeing's commercial airplanes, has said the two sides have been having "very constructive meetings" since March.
"We are aligned and engaged in what we want the future of this company to look like," Pope said in a video clip posted on the company's website in April. "I am very encouraged for the opportunity to make that happen."
The union has staged rallies and other actions to show the company it is serious. Ahead of Wednesday's strike authorization vote, thousands of members packed into T-Mobile Park, home of the Seattle Mariners, for a raucous prevote rally. Signs proclaimed, "WE DESERVE MORE 2024" and "MORE $$."
"If you want to bring an airplane to market the quickest, they should utilize the infrastructure that they have here," Holden said. "It wasn't created overnight. It took over 100 years to get to this point. The supply chain is here, the higher education community, technical colleges to train the next generation of workers, the engineers. You just can't set that up overnight, and so they really do need to come here."
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Deere dials back DEI presence, cuts 'socially motivated messages'
The maker of farm equipment said it will stop attending "social or cultural awareness" events and strip certain messaging from company training materials. 
By Taylor Telford | 2024-07-17

John Deere tractors in December 2022, in Conway, Pa. (Gene J. Puskar/AP)


Farm machinery giant Deere & Co. is backing away from some diversity policies in response to criticism from conservative customers, weeks after Tractor Supply sparked outcry by making a similar move.
Citing a need to "prioritize internal policies that more closely align with our business strategy," the maker of John Deere tractors and other agricultural equipment said Tuesday that it will no longer take part in "social or cultural awareness" events, and that it would audit company-mandated training materials "to ensure the absence of socially motivated messages." It also said the company will "exclusively" focus business resource groups for employees on professional development, mentoring and talent recruitment, rather than race or sexual identity.
Deere's changes reflect the increasing pressure faced by companies to scale back or do away with diversity, equity and inclusion (DEI) initiatives from both external critics and U.S. courts as a wave of legal action challenges policies at scores of companies, including giants such as Starbucks, Meta and Pfizer.
It's also another high-profile instance of corporate stances on social issues creating tension with customers. Deere and Tractor Supply's changes come barely a year after a boycott of Bud Light over its partnership with transgender influencer and actress Dylan Mulvaney. Target also dealt with a boycott and in-store confrontations over Pride Month merchandise last year, prompting the company to pull back its collection from storefronts and remove some merchandise altogether.
Deere & Co. did not immediately respond to a request for comment.
The company didn't disavow DEI entirely: In its statement Tuesday, Deere said it would "continue to track and advance the diversity of our organization" because doing so helps meet customer needs. Its website still touts "our inclusive culture."
Deere's changes come after public pressure from Robby Starbuck, the conservative podcast host who orchestrated a boycott of Tractor Supply over its diversity policies late last month.
Tractor Supply responded by cutting diversity roles and vowing to stop submitting data to the Human Rights Campaign, an LGBTQ+ advocacy group, and to stop sponsoring Pride festivals and voting initiatives. Its move was met with celebration from conservative activists and consternation from others, including a New York animal sanctuary, LGBTQ+ organizations and an association that aims to support Black farmers.
John Boyd Jr., founder of the National Black Farmers Association, told The Washington Post on Wednesday that his group would call for a boycott of Deere and the resignation of its CEO, John C. May. It did the same in response to Tractor Supply's backtrack.
"We will continue to see more companies downplay diversity goals and scale back DEI programs created to encourage the advancement of marginalized groups," Boyd said in an emailed statement.
Earlier in July, Starbuck posted a video criticizing a slate of DEI initiatives at Deere, including its creation of "LGBTQ and race based" employee-resource groups, as well as employee training featuring anti-racist teachings from writers such as Robin DiAngelo and Ibram X. Kendi. After Deere's announcement, he posted on X that the changes hadn't gone far enough, saying he wanted the company to end DEI "entirely" and stop participating in the Human Rights Campaign's corporate equality index. Starbuck added that he would continue to speak out against corporate DEI efforts.
"DEI is poison and we won't rest until the public knows how companies have strayed from American values," Starbuck wrote.
Starbuck did not immediately respond to a request for comment from The Post.
Eric Bloem, the Human Rights Campaign's vice president of programs and corporate advocacy, called Deere's moves on DEI "disappointing" in a statement emailed to The Post. But he attributed the company's changes to "a coordinated attack by far-right extremists on American business."
"Decisions to cut DEI initiatives risk alienating customers and employees to appease extremists who care about neither," Bloem said, adding that "decisions to abandon values of diversity and inclusion are detrimental to any company's bottom line and the American economy writ large."
The decision comes a month after Deere entered into an agreement with the Department of Labor to resolve charges of "systemic hiring discrimination against Black and Hispanic applicants" at production facilities in Iowa and Illinois. The company, which works as a contractor with federal agencies, agreed to pay more than $1 million in back wages and interest to impacted job applicants and offer dozens of jobs to eligible candidates.
As part of the agreement, the Moline, Ill.-based company must also "evaluate its personnel practices, including its recordkeeping and internal auditing procedures," the Labor Department said in a news release.
DEI encompasses a wide range of practices that advocates describe as ways to diversify companies, schools and organizations and ensure equal access to opportunity. It includes efforts such as recruiting and mentorship programs geared toward underrepresented groups, anti-bias training, and employee resource groups.
Most organizations see tackling issues of diversity and equity in their ranks as "critical to their long-term success," according to Cristina Jimenez, global head of diversity, inclusion and belonging at RHR International. But they're also facing "external pressure to align with what may be seen as neutrality or just avoidance" when it comes to DEI, she said.
The growing threat of customer pushback, along with the broader tensions surrounding DEI, "may push organizations to think about their approach, shift a strategy or simply spend time asking themselves if they are focused on the right things," Jimenez added.
Critics of DEI programs say preferences based on race and gender are themselves discriminatory. Dozens of lawsuits challenging DEI policies in schools, government and corporations are percolating through courts across the country, and Republican-led state legislatures are considering scores of anti-DEI bills.
As clouds have gathered around DEI, some high-profile companies are making changes. In recent weeks, Microsoft eliminated a DEI team because of "changing business needs," according to reporting from Business Insider. Other giants such as Tesla, X, Meta and Zoom have gotten rid of DEI roles as the climate around the work has shifted.
"True systems-change work associated with DEI programs everywhere are no longer business critical or smart as they were in 2020," a leader of the Microsoft team wrote in an email sent to thousands of employees, Business Insider reported.
"Business Insider's reporting is misleading and mischaracterizes our commitment," said Jeff Jones, a Microsoft spokesperson, in a statement emailed to The Post. "The Microsoft D&I team remains intact and our commitment remains unchanged."
"Our focus on diversity and inclusion is unwavering and we are holding firm on our expectations, prioritizing accountability, and continuing to focus on this work," Jones added.
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'Betrayed': Unions, White House irate over Teamsters president's RNC speech
White House officials, congressional Democrats and several labor leaders say they are angry about Teamsters President Sean O'Brien's prime-time address to the Republican National Convention.
By Lauren Kaori Gurley, Jeff Stein | 2024-07-17

Teamsters President Sean O'Brien addresses the Republican National Convention on Monday in Milwaukee. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)


White House officials, congressional Democrats and several labor leaders say they are angry about Teamsters President Sean O'Brien's prime-time address to the Republican National Convention on Monday night, which marked a striking departure for a powerful union that for decades has supported Democrats.
In a speech closely watched by other union officials, O'Brien praised former president Donald Trump -- calling him "one tough SOB" after Saturday's assassination attempt -- as well as his running mate, Republican Sen. J.D. Vance of Ohio, for "truly [caring] about working people."
Breaking from nearly all other speakers at the Republican convention, O'Brien did not publicly endorse Trump. He also criticized corporate greed and took pains to emphasize that he would work with any lawmaker who would support union priorities, regardless of party affiliation. But his very presence in Milwaukee -- among GOP lawmakers and a former president who have pushed a policy agenda sharply at odds with that of the unions -- sent shock waves through labor and Democratic circles.

International Brotherhood of Teamsters president Sean O'Brien spoke at the RNC on July 15, a first in the organization's history.


White House aides were particularly furious over O'Brien's appearance, which they viewed as a betrayal of the administration's support for many of the Teamsters' top priorities, according to two people familiar with the matter, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe private conversations.
President Biden secured a pension bailout that restored retirement accounts for about 350,000 Teamsters members, appointed staunchly pro-labor allies to the National Labor Relations Board and instituted labor requirements for federal contracts. The backlash against O'Brien's speech reflects the high stakes of the 2024 presidential election for the nation's labor movement, which fears Trump will undo these policies.
"How could the Teamsters not endorse the man who is transparently the most pro-labor president in history? There is no question the White House is furious," said one person in communication with White House officials. "Everybody is p---ed. Everybody is like, 'What on Earth? How could this have gotten so messed up?'"
White House spokesperson Robyn Patterson did not respond directly to reports of internal backlash at the White House but told The Washington Post in a written statement, "as Teamsters President Sean O'Brien said on Tuesday: 'Joe Biden is the most pro-union President we've ever had,'" referencing a CNN interview O'Brien gave after the convention.
"He's fought for higher wages, better working conditions, and has already protected more than 1 million union pensions while in office -- including for more than half a million Teamsters," Patterson said.
In his address, O'Brien acknowledged that Trump's invitation to him to speak at the convention had sparked "political unrest" on both sides of the political spectrum. "The left called me a traitor," he said to a round of boos from the audience. O'Brien has explained his decision to wait to endorse this year as an effort to carefully assess the union's options, saying that his members' votes "will not be taken for granted."
Kara Deniz, a Teamsters spokeswoman, responded to the criticism with a statement: "The corporatists that the Teamsters exposed on the floor of the RNC own the Washington Post and were likely upset by how many times Sean O'Brien directly called out Amazon's atrocious employment practices."
"The Teamsters refuse to be pressured to fall in line by those who continue to applaud a broken system," Deniz continued. "We will continue to participate in the political process at all levels on behalf of working people."
Amazon founder Jeff Bezos owns The Post.
At least one labor leader, American Federation of Teachers President Randi Weingarten, defended O'Brien's speech. And some labor leaders say they hope they can cultivate the support of a minority faction of GOP leaders -- including Sen. Josh Hawley (R-Mo.), who has worked with O'Brien -- who have suggested an openness to backing some priorities of organized labor.
"Today, the Teamsters are here to say we are not beholden to anyone or any party," O'Brien said at the Republican convention. "The Teamsters and the GOP may not agree on many issues, but a growing group has shown the courage to sit down and consider points of view that aren't funded by big-money think tanks."
Still, O'Brien's embrace of Trump on the national stage drew criticism from other labor unions, congressional Democrats and even members of his own union.
John Palmer, a Teamsters executive board member and vice president at large, said Tuesday that he was "embarrassed" by O'Brien's convention speech. "Without Joe Biden, myself and many other Teamsters would lose our pensions. So this is really disrespectful," Palmer added.
Other labor officials were also critical of O'Brien's appearance.
Liz Shuler, president of the AFL-CIO, the country's largest federation of unions, said in a statement that although she agrees with O'Brien's critiques of corporate greed, "Donald Trump and J.D. Vance are on the bosses' side."
"We won't be fooled," Shuler said.
"It's disappointing to see a national labor leader speak like that at the GOP convention," said Matthew Biggs, president of the International Federation of Professional and Technical Engineers, which has 90,000 members. "Make no mistake about it, their intent is to crush federal unions and have mass firings of federal employees and turn the government into an at-will employer where people are hired and fired based on their political leanings."
Jimmy Williams Jr., president of the International Union of Painters and Allied Trades, representing 140,000 skilled trades union members, called O'Brien "a brother of mine" but noted that "on this issue we respectfully disagree."
"The Republican Party platform doesn't do a thing to help unions or working people," Williams said. "And what we are hearing in this campaign is no different."
It's not surprising that a number of top labor unions are angry, experts say.
"Many labor leaders and rank-and-file members, inside and outside the Teamsters, are upset and feel betrayed by O'Brien's speaking at a convention of the party that has been vehemently anti-union," said Kate Bronfenbrenner, director of labor education research at Cornell University, citing conversations with union officials. "We have the Teamsters now endorsing, whether directly or indirectly, a Republican candidate that is very anti-labor."
O'Brien began as a rank-and file Teamsters member and quickly scaled the ranks of his local Boston union. He took over the Teamsters' top job two years ago, after winning a union election on a reform platform. He promised stronger contracts at UPS and an aggressive approach toward organizing the vast landscape of nonunion Amazon warehouses that now dominate the logistics space. His tenure ended decades of Hoffa family leadership.

Former president Donald Trump and his running mate, Sen. J.D. Vance of Ohio, are among the prominent Republicans applauding as O'Brien addresses their convention Monday. (Jabin Botsford/The Washington Post)


Democrats on Capitol Hill also expressed astonishment at O'Brien's appearance at the convention. The Teamsters have received backing from Democrats to launch campaigns against Amazon's labor practices and to save its union members' pensions.
"The Democratic Party is pro-labor union and pro-worker," said Rep. Brendan Boyle (D-Pa.), the son of a Teamster, responding to O'Brien's address. "Every single Democrat in Congress voted to save the pensions of hundreds of thousands of Teamsters workers. And every Republican voted against it."
O'Brien's Republican convention appearance rankled one progressive group so much that it is taking the unusual step of mounting an official campaign urging O'Brien specifically to endorse the Democratic nominee. The Progressive Change Campaign Committee is asking Teamsters members to speak out against O'Brien. "It is misinformation ... to stay neutral in 2024 if Donald Trump and Republicans won't publicly match the Democratic Party's strong pro-worker agenda," the group said.
Labor unions are among top financial backers of the Democratic Party. For decades, the Teamsters mostly contributed to Democrats, and the Teamsters have supported Democrats in more than 90 percent of the group's contributions this election cycle, according to data from Open Secrets, a Washington nonprofit that tracks campaign contributions. Earlier this year, the Teamsters donated $45,000 to the Republican National Committee, its first large contribution to Republicans in years. The Teamsters also sent at least $150,000 to the Democratic National Committee this cycle.
Most major unions have rallied behind Biden, and some are likely to be prominently featured at the Democratic National Convention next month. O'Brien has requested to speak at the Democratic convention but has yet to receive an invitation, Deniz, the Teamsters spokeswoman, previously told The Post.
Democrats may see O'Brien's support as buttressing pro-business forces, but GOP lawmakers hoping to change their own party are hoping more labor leaders follow his lead. Some Republicans praised O'Brien's move as an important first step in encouraging more Republicans to support unions.
O'Brien's "posture of saying to both parties, 'Hey, we will be for you if you will be for workers, if you will support workers [to] get better wages and help protect their jobs,' ... that's pretty sharp," Hawley told The Post on Tuesday. "What I think he's doing is really savvy."
Yet O'Brien's tighter relationship with Hawley appears to be causing internal strife. After Hawley penned an opinion piece praising O'Brien's convention speech, while accusing corporate America of using profits to push DEI and "the religion of the trans flag," the Teamsters' official X account briefly rebuked the Hawley piece.
Responding directly to O'Brien's comments on X calling Hawley's article "100% on point," the Teamsters account said, "Unions gain nothing from endorsing the racist, misogynistic, and anti-trans politics of the far right, no matter how much people like Sen. Hawley attempt to tether such bigotry to a cynical pro-labor message." The post was deleted but was captured in a screenshot and shared by journalist Matt Pearce.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2024/07/17/teamsters-rnc-union-biden/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Business
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Entertainment
          
        

      

      Lifestyle

      Washington Post News Feed


      
        These two $15 pinot noirs prove the wine can still deliver value
        Dave McIntyre

        This week, three pinot noirs showcase the range of this versatile grape.

      

      
        How do you feel about nutritional info on recipes? Readers respond.
        Julia Turshen

        Post readers shared the ways they use recipe nutrition info -- and the reasons they steer clear of it.

      

      
        Ask Sahaj: After so many racist incidents, I'm afraid White people think I'm ugly
        Sahaj Kaur Kohli

        How can this letter writer get over their fear of being unattractive due to racist beauty standards?

      

      
        Black flowers, sad statues: Gardens are going goth
        Kate Morgan

        Some gardeners are embracing a gloomier vibe in their outdoor spaces.

      

      
        Asking Eric: Destination wedding leaves retired couple feeling resentful
        R. Eric  Thomas

        Couple attended wedding of old friends' daughter and felt resentful for the time and money they spent.

      

      
        Carolyn Hax: Family 'won't let' him marry until his partner speaks fluent French
        Carolyn Hax

        Medical resident doesn't have time to learn French to satisfy suspicious future in-laws' demands before the wedding.

      

      
        Miss Manners: Retail worker is tired of the same old jokes
        Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin

        This retail worker hates it when customers ask, "Is it free?" when an item isn't scanning.

      

      
        Mother-in-law in it to win 'the Grandparent Games.' Hax readers give advice.
        Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati

        Mother-in-law treats being a grandmother like it's a competition and keeps track of her time with the grandkids.

      

      
        When to salt meat, eggs, vegetables and other foods in cooking
        Becky Krystal

        When you salt food -- before, during and after cooking -- can matter even more than how much you add.

      

      
        Cooking chat: My ratatouille sat out for 18 hours. Is it safe to eat?
        Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal

        Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.

      

      
        Be all you can BLT with these recipes for sandwiches, pasta and more
        Anna Rodriguez

        Use the classic combination of bacon, lettuce and tomato to add big flavor to a variety of dishes, including sandwiches, clams, pasta and hot dogs.

      

      
        Dining chat: Which chain restaurants are the best?
        Tom Sietsema

        Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.

      

      
        Halloumi-nectarine skewers bring bursts of flavor with each bite
        Ellie Krieger

        Embrace summer with halloumi-nectarine skewers with an herby chimichurri for a shareable dish bursting with flavor in every bite.

      

      
        
          	
            Business
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Entertainment
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



These two $15 pinot noirs prove the wine can still deliver value
This week, three pinot noirs showcase the range of this versatile grape.
By Dave McIntyre | 2024-07-18

FROM LEFT: Yalumba The Y Series Pinot Noir 2022; J. de Villebois Pinot Noir 2022; Joey Tensley Fundamental Pinot Noir 2021. (Scott Suchman/for The Washington Post)


Three pinot noirs fill our list this week. They come from different countries and display a range of styles. One thing they have in common -- they won't drain your wallet.
South Australia, Australia, $15
Spicy cherry and cola flavors dominate this juicy, lively pinot noir from one of Australia's best value producers. Vegan. Alcohol by volume: 13.5 percent. Bottle weight: 420 grams (Light).
Imported and distributed locally by Winebow.
Vin de France, $15
Light in body and color, this Loire Valley pinot noir carries flavors of cherries and plums on a wave of silk. ABV: 13 percent. BW: 560 grams (Average).
Imported by Vineyard Brands. Distributed locally by Breakthru Beverage Group, RNDC.
Central Coast, Calif., $25
Joey Tensley made his name with syrah from Santa Barbara County. Now he's branching out with Fundamental, a line of value-priced wines from California marketed through Total Wine & More stores. (The line includes a cabernet sauvignon, a chardonnay and a white blend.) Flavors of dark cherry and tart boysenberry dominate, seasoned by an herbal note of sarsaparilla. Moderate tannins on the finish give the wine texture and grip. ABV: 13.7 percent. BW: 545 grams (Average).
Available from Tensley Wines and Total Wine & More.
Prices are approximate. For availability, check Wine.com, Wine-searcher.com and the websites and social media feeds of the wineries, importers, distributors, and your favorite local wine store. You can also ask your local retailer to order wines from the distributors listed. Bottle weight is included, because this is the single most important contributor to wine's carbon footprint. Have wine questions for Dave McIntyre? Send them to Food@washpost.com.
 Good: The wine delivers what it promises at a fair price. If it says chardonnay, it tastes like chardonnay.
 Excellent: A wine with character and added interest. May elevate your eyebrows at the first sip.
 Extraordinary: An exciting wine that stands out from others in its class. Fist-pumping, table-thumping good.
 Sublime: Otherworldly. May have you thinking, "So this is what they were talking about."
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How do you feel about nutritional info on recipes? Readers respond.
Post readers shared the ways they use recipe nutrition info -- and the reasons they steer clear of it.
By Julia Turshen | 2024-07-18

Pita Sandwiches With Grilled Peppers and Eggplant. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


This column comes from the Eat Voraciously newsletter. Sign up here to get one weeknight dinner recipe, tips for substitutions, techniques and more in your inbox Monday through Thursday.
A couple of weeks ago, I posed a question to readers of the Eat Voraciously newsletter: How do you feel about seeing the nutritional information under each recipe?
I asked because, as someone who continues to heal from an eating disorder, I find both providing and consuming nutritional information with recipes to be very challenging. I wish it wasn't there, or at least required a consenting click-through to get to. (More on that later.) But I know my opinions and feelings are just that: mine. I was curious to hear from readers.
And wow, did they respond! We received more than 300 emails from newsletter readers, and I estimate that I got at least 100 direct messages on Instagram. The responses were not only robust, but they were also thoughtful and diverse. Thank you to those who took the time to write in.
Get the recipe: Pita Sandwiches With Grilled Peppers, Eggplant and Ricotta
First, let me assure you that The Post has no plans to remove nutritional information on its recipes. I asked the question because I am interested in your feelings. (After all, I'm married to a therapist.)
Your feedback fell into three buckets: pro, anti and neutral.
I'll start with the neutral folks, because their answers were most amusing. "I didn't even know it was there!" said several readers. "What nutritional info?" asked one person.
For those who like having nutritional information on recipes: Many readers use the information to make informed decisions about what they're cooking and eating. In fact, some folks said if the recipes didn't include the nutritional information, they would not cook them since they wouldn't have all of the details they require to cook a dish. I heard from people living with or caring for individuals with a wide range of chronic illnesses, such as Type 1 diabetes, gallbladder disease, kidney disease, Prader-Willi syndrome, hypertension and others, who require knowing exact quantities of carbohydrates, fat, sodium and more to help manage their treatment, including medication dosages. "It's critical for our family," one reader told me.
Some are seeking to lose weight, which makes me want to get on my soapbox about the perils of diet culture, the racist origins of fatphobia and the beauty of body diversity, because just as you want all the nutritional information available, I also want you to have all of the cultural and sociological information available. But I truly believe in all of us having agency over our own bodies, so if intentional weight loss is your desire, I respect your decision.
For various reasons, some of you are very attached to knowing how many grams of protein are in any given serving. As a competitive powerlifter, I can empathize, but I also worry that we can get a bit too obsessed with protein. Some of you would like more information, such as daily percentages and additional details about serving sizes in more recognizable units of measurement, as well as further data about things such as potassium.

Grated lemon zest brightens the ricotta in the recipe for Pita Sandwiches With Grilled Eggplant, Peppers and Ricotta. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post )


For those who would rather not see nutritional information on recipes: Some people simply don't trust it. Many pointed out the discrepancies between brands and sizes of ingredients, such as the amount of sodium in soy sauces. Others feel as if the numbers aren't helpful because our appetites vary and serving sizes are often minuscule. "I'd rather listen to my body and try to honor its needs holistically than subscribe to a serving size I know won't serve me," one person wrote.
A lot of readers, like me, find the mental health toll of seeing the information too much to bear. "It haunts me," one person wrote. "It robs my joy," said another. So many people shared vulnerable details of how they view their own bodies and how seeing nutritional information can trigger an onslaught of negative feelings and can affect choices and behaviors. Some readers feel as if it inspires flashbacks to tracking and counting consumption, which furthered the distance between themselves and their intuitive relationship with their bodies. (I know this is true for me.) For others, it brings up shame and guilt. One person said, "It feels like the equivalent of a big scary warning label on a pack of cigarettes, except it's ... food and we have to eat it."
Some of the most insightful responses I received were from registered dietitians who shared that, although they can see the value that the numbers provide, they regularly witness the fraught feelings that the information triggers for their patients, which can derail their work toward having a neutral -- let alone positive -- relationship with food. "There's a general misunderstanding of how to use the information, courtesy of diet culture and misguided health initiatives," one dietitian told me.
Several readers suggested proactive, practical ideas that could allow the nutritional information to remain without it being front-and-center, such as placing it in a drop-down menu, so those of us who would prefer not to see it would not be required to. I thought that was a simple, compassionate response.
Ultimately, I don't think there's a definitive right or wrong here. I think there's information and our reactions to it. Hearing from readers, and feeling heard, makes me feel more connected, and for that I am very grateful.
And, as this is a recipe column, I'm also grateful for a simple, nourishing home-cooked meal on a hot summer evening. Today's is a seasonally appropriate sandwich featuring a lemony ricotta spread on warm pitas that are stuffed with grilled eggplant and peppers. You can use other grilled vegetables if you'd like, such as summer squash, onions or mushrooms. Make dinner outside! It's summer, after all. Serve with chips and watermelon, or whatever other no-cook side dishes you most enjoy. And peruse the nutritional information. Or don't. That's always up to you.
Get the recipe: Pita Sandwiches With Grilled Peppers, Eggplant and Ricotta
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Ask Sahaj: After so many racist incidents, I'm afraid White people think I'm ugly
How can this letter writer get over their fear of being unattractive due to racist beauty standards?
By Sahaj Kaur Kohli | 2024-07-18

(Illustration by Maria Alconada Brooks/The Washington Post; iStock)


Dear Sahaj: I have a hard time accepting that White people might find me physically attractive, from my face especially. I am not trying to earn the validation of beauty from White people, but I want to be a contender. I don't want them to rule out that I could be beautiful due to my brown skin or hijab. I don't feel you can have a true friendship without believing the other person is beautiful, as those you love always become beautiful to you.
I also want men to see me as an equal option like White women or any type of woman. Basically, I have a deep fear my brown skin and hijab will make me unattractive to other people. It's not a huge deal if I don't know the person, but I don't want to have this struggle in my close relationships with White people; I want to trust they see my beauty and wholeness.
It's natural to want to feel beautiful and accepted fully for who you are and like your identity markers won't make you disgusting or icky in someone's eyes. I've had so many bad experiences -- like being told that South Asian noses look like rat noses in high school, or that I can't be liked by boys because I'm too desi and too "covered" as a Muslim. I don't see myself reflected as love interests in media. White people have said so many unkind and devaluing things to me that I feel they will always view me as inferior. My experiences have lodged these fears within me, even if I know intellectually they are not true. Please help.
-- Beauty
Beauty: You need to accept that the messaging about beauty standards you've internalized is rooted in White supremacy and colonialism. These beauty standards don't represent or reflect your skin color, your culture or your physical attributes. This is a much bigger issue regarding power, superiority and worthiness. Of course these standards are going to make you feel unattractive. They weren't created for you; in fact, they are founded on a belief that you, me and other people of color are inferior because of our race.
That's why healing from mainstream beauty standards is a radical act, and it starts with self-love.
I understand having previous experiences that reinforce beliefs that you are unattractive, but you use words like "icky" and "disgusting" that are harsh and riddled with shame. So that raises the question: What do you love about yourself? What factors, other than body image, contribute to your self-esteem? And how often do you spend actually telling yourself that you are worthy and beautiful? When I work with clients who struggle with these same feelings, I will ask them to spend time looking in a mirror every morning and saying nice things about themselves. This helps build self-compassion and reframe negative self-talk. After all, being able to affirm yourself has to come from within. No matter how much other people find you attractive or love you, if you don't believe you are worthy, then it will never feel true.
Even more, decolonizing your beauty standards can come down to divesting your self-worth from "beauty" altogether. Believing someone is beautiful transcends physical appearance, so I encourage you to consider other qualities that you find beautiful, too. Maybe it's confidence or being able to express unfiltered joy. Maybe it's curiosity or a positive attitude. What makes you feel good about yourself? Focusing on these qualities can increase levels of self-esteem and, by default, can make you feel good about, and in, your body.
As you unlearn these Western ideals of beauty, I encourage you to explore ways to relish in your cultural and ethnic differences and feel pride in them. Maybe it's finding ways to express yourself through style with your hijab or dress. Or maybe it's expanding and diversifying your friend group (through local community or online ones like Brown Girl Therapy) to meet people who look like you. Or maybe it's through being more intentional about your social media and media consumption. Thankfully, there's increased representation in books and media that can help you detach from these standards imposed on you. These changes may also help you feel connected to where -- and who -- you come from.
Also, I wonder about you saying "true friendship" means "believing the other person is beautiful." What do you mean by that? Do you really value your friends based on their external beauty, or is it -- as I imagine -- that you find your friends beautiful after getting to know and like them? I encourage you to challenge your idea of beauty in friendships. I also hear concern that even in your "close relationships" you don't feel a sense of security or chemistry. What does it mean to you -- specifically -- to have your beauty and wholeness seen in these friendships? I wonder if you have specific needs that aren't being met currently, causing you to feel poorly about yourself. If this is the case, this may require honest conversations about -- and even a reevaluation of --  your relationships.
Keep in mind that not everyone is going to think you are beautiful. And that's okay! If people don't give you a chance and have biases at first glance, that says way more about them than it does about you and your beauty.
Ultimately, I want you to remember: You deserve to feel beautiful and you are worthy -- regardless of looking different from what you have been taught about beauty.
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Black flowers, sad statues: Gardens are going goth
Some gardeners are embracing a gloomier vibe in their outdoor spaces.
By Kate Morgan | 2024-07-18
Chloe Hurst says she has always been an "emo, dark kid." So when she and her husband bought a small-town bungalow in 2018, she set about "making it the gothic home of my dreams." Inside, that meant dark wallpaper, intricate mirrors, taxidermy, occult symbol prints and lots of black paint.
She also applied that aesthetic to her yard.
"I knew I didn't want a standard garden," says Hurst, a 29-year-old graphic designer from Ontario, Canada. "I wanted it to be a little spooky, almost like you're walking through a cemetery. One of my friends who owns a nursery had these beautiful black petunias, and that was exactly what I needed. I started a collection of all these really beautiful dark plants."
Hurst is part of a new group of gardeners creating highly personalized and carefully curated outdoor spaces.
"A lot of people got into gardening during covid, so we've got a whole new generation that is into the hobby," says Margaret Shields, director of plant breeding at Ball Horticultural Company. "But they don't want their grandmother's garden. They want something that reflects who they are. I think that's where some of the preference for dark has come in, as this younger generation is looking for things that reflect their identity."

Hurst applied the black aesthetic she favors in her home to her yard. (TJ Overton) 


In Hurst's case, that identity is "goth gardener." She started @theg0thgarden, a dedicated Instagram page for her plants, in 2023, and now has more than 225,000 followers. Her garden is also a hit with the neighbors -- most of them, anyway.
"The people on my street that know me, they absolutely love it, and the majority of the feedback I get is that people think it's cool," Hurst says. "But I also have a couple people in town that are very religious, and I've gotten fliers left at my door that tell me to seek Jesus, or had people say they're afraid. But come on: You can't seriously be afraid of plants."
Goth gardening tracks with a resurgence in "emo" and "goth" fashion and culture (see: Netflix's hit show "Wednesday"), but it certainly isn't a new idea. The Victorians were the original goth gardeners, says Caroline Holmes, an author and garden historian in Britain.
"Once we get into the Victorian era, beauty is in the eye of the beholder," she says. "And in their gardens, they were expressing that beauty in their own way." Often, that meant creating outdoor spaces that felt a bit melancholic, with meandering paths, shady hideaways and, in some cases, obvious odes to the departed.

Black mondo grass in Hurst's garden. (Chloe Hurst) 


"It's the start of people having more modest gardens -- they weren't limited to just large estates -- and they did things like create pet cemeteries with little monuments for their animals out in the garden," Holmes says. The widespread use of statuary -- especially mythology-inspired figures -- only added to the vibe. Hurst has taken inspiration from the Victorians here.
"I love statues," she says. "This year, I've added a lot of angel statues that look like they're crying. I've got a couple of big urns and trellises. I just got one that looks like a giant birdcage. It's so weird and I love it so much."
The plants popular in the Victorian era also lend themselves to damp, dark corners. "Moss houses were very in fashion," Holmes says. "It was very popular to have garden buildings that were very dark, with stained glass, and filled with different mosses. There was also a big fern mania. People were very into collecting ferns, and those typically want to grow in the shade."

Night Embers sedum in Hurst's garden. (Chloe Hurst)



New York Night hellebore in Hurst's garden. (Chloe Hurst) 


Many modern goth gardeners also include shade-loving plants and mirrors or stained glass decor in their outdoor spaces. But they have access to something the Victorians didn't: breeding technology that allows scientists to create flowers and foliage in all manner of dark colors.
In 2011, Ball Horticultural began selling the first black petunias: Pinstripe, Black Velvet and Phantom. Now goth gardeners can find countless black and other dark-colored plant and flower varieties.
"Black Hero tulips are my favorite," Hurst says. "They look like peonies, but they're like a dark purple, almost black. You can also get Queen of the Night tulips, which are a little smaller. In my garden, they're some of the first flowers every spring.." Hurst also likes black mondo grass and Arabian calla lilies for a moody vibe.

Black Hero tulips from Hurst's garden. (Chloe Hurst) 



Arabian Night calla lilies in Hurst's garden. (Chloe Hurst) 


Ball Horticultural recently introduced a black variety of angelonia called AngelFlare and the Tattoo Black Cherry vinca, a dark pink flower that looks like it's been brushed with deep purple ink.
Growers wanting to add even more darkness can look for sweet potato vines in varieties including Blackie, Sweet Caroline Sweetheart Jet Black and SolarPower. There are also plenty of dark vegetable varieties, such as deep red and purple herbs and lettuces, burgundy broccoli, and tomatoes and peppers in shades of brown and black.
Hurst says she's always looking for the next shadowy plant to add to her garden. "It's expensive, and a labor-of-love kind of hobby, but I can't imagine I'll ever stop adding to it," she says. "I'm dying to get my hands on this new black hydrangea [the Eclipse bigleaf hydrangea] with these beautiful dark leaves."
Shields says her team is working steadily to introduce even more dark plant varieties. "Plant breeding follows fashion a little bit," she says. "In the last 10 years, we've started to see black walls and doors become popular in homes. Then, you start to see the flowers go that way. Novelty is always what we're looking for."

Wicked Witch coleus in Hurst's garden. (Chloe Hurst) 



"I just love that my garden has somehow created this haunting ghost story, almost," Hurst says. (TJ Overton) 


While Hurst is delighted at the goth garden's popularity, for her it's less about following a trend and more about creating a space that helps her tell a personal story.
"I always say it's like gardening on dark mode," she says. "Don't get me wrong. I think the more traditional bright pinks and purples in people's gardens are gorgeous. But I just love that my garden has somehow created this haunting ghost story, almost. That's my favorite part of building a garden: creating a really cool story with it."
Kate Morgan is a freelance writer in Richland, Pa.
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Asking Eric: Destination wedding leaves retired couple feeling resentful
Couple attended wedding of old friends' daughter and felt resentful for the time and money they spent.
By R. Eric  Thomas | 2024-07-18
Dear Eric: My husband and I recently attended a destination wedding 1,500 miles away for the daughter of friends we have known for more than 50 years. We gave a very generous cash gift, despite the fact that we are retired and on a fixed income. We received a perfunctory thank you note a month or so later.
We paid all of our other expenses for lodging, food, etc. The only meal we were invited to attend was the wedding reception, not even the rehearsal dinner, which other nonmembers of the wedding party attended. Over five days we spent little to no time with our friends due to how busy they were with the wedding and the number of friends from their local world, who were unfamiliar to us.
Needless to say, it was a giant waste of time and lots of money. At this point, I wish we had just sent a card with a congratulatory note and our regrets. I'm resentful. Please, help me reframe this to get over it.
-- Destination Dread
Destination: Whenever I'm deciding whether to attend a destination wedding or just send a gift, I always ask myself, "Am I interested in going on a pricey vacation to this place and entertaining myself for the entire time in exchange for one free meal?" Because, while some couples do program all their guests from sun-up to sundown, it's usually more financially and logistically feasible to only promise everyone the main event. So, I prepare to spend a lot of time on sightseeing tours or reading poolside -- or I stay home.
Think of this wedding as a vacation that you probably wouldn't have chosen for yourself but which you went on nonetheless. Were there enjoyable meals or moments from your time there? Focus on those.
I know you were hoping to have more time with your friends, but you should grant them some grace here. You felt left out of some of the special moments of the wedding, passed over in favor of other friends. I understand the expectation but try reframing your thinking.
See it less as a rejection than as an oversight that came from them juggling friends from multiple stages of life, far from home, on a logistically complex weekend. Any time they spent with other people was not time they were purposefully spending away from you.
Your feelings are valid. Five days is a long time and it's okay to have gone in with an expectation that you'd be a bigger part of the event, and you should have received a nicer thank you. All that being said, take the good memories from your vacation and leave the rest. It's not worth throwing away 50 years of friendship over.
Dear Eric: My two adult children sometimes privately criticize or demean the other in my presence. I don't want to get involved in a defensive conversation about my children, even if I may understand the reasons for the comments. I try to respond with something constructive and change the subject, but sometimes the comments are so bitter it really upsets me.
We tried a few sessions of family counseling that were really unhelpful. How can a parent respond in a way that is loving without validating the animosity between two adults? Maybe my expectation that my children relate to each other as friends is unrealistic.
-- Mom Not Mediator
Mom: Animosity between siblings is one of the oldest stories in the book. What book? Honestly, choose just about any and you will find sibling animosity littered throughout history and myth. It's amazing that people who share DNA and memories so often can't seem to share the same space.
I understand how sad this makes you. A lot of parents feel guilt when their children don't get along as adults. The underlying causes can be unpacked in family therapy, when it works for you, but at the end of the day sometimes people just don't like each other. Not even a mother can make them see eye to eye. It's hard to accept and it makes for difficult holiday dinners but there is a way forward.
You have to set a clear boundary with your children about what they can and can't talk about with you. They're taking advantage of you as a receptive audience and each is trying to win you to their side. Mom's agreement is the gold medal in the sibling rivalry Olympics. Take yourself out of the game.
Tell them, "I know that you don't get along and I respect your feelings. It hurts me that you hurt. I wish I could fix it but I can't. It also hurts me to be brought into this. I love you and I support you, please love me enough to talk about something else with me."
(Send questions to R. Eric Thomas at eric@askingeric.com or P.O. Box 22474, Philadelphia, PA 19110. Follow him on Instagram and sign up for his weekly newsletter at rericthomas.com.)
2024 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Carolyn Hax: Family 'won't let' him marry until his partner speaks fluent French
Medical resident doesn't have time to learn French to satisfy suspicious future in-laws' demands before the wedding.
By Carolyn Hax | 2024-07-18

(Illustration by Nick Galifianakis for The Washington Post)


Adapted from an online discussion.
Hey, Carolyn! I am so in love with my fiance. He's by far the best partner I have ever had, and I could never imagine my life without him.
However, his family is not nearly that great. They are French, and he's the only one who has immigrated to the United States. I had already agreed to have our wedding in France, so his family would be able to come, but they won't let him marry me until I speak fluent French. They say that I'm an American impostor and that I'm just with him for his money. We contribute equally to finances, and I do my part!
I would have started trying to learn French, but I don't have the time. I'm in my medical residency -- emergency medicine! -- and pairing 72-hour shifts with Duolingo would risk both my sanity and my patients' health.
I've talked to my fiance about it, and he told me to just wait until they give up. I fear that may take years. Other than this, his family is fine, and I'd like to have contact with them in the future. He's really close to them, but he's still on my side, so I don't want to lose him, either!
What do I do? Please help!
-- Effrayee (merci a Google Translate)
Effrayee: This isn't a family problem; it's a fiance problem. He is an autonomous adult, yes? So there is no such thing as "let." ("Permettre," not "laisser." Okay, I'll stop.) Unless you like letting everyone else drive the bus.
The bottom line, groped for and eventually found over the years:
Never marry anyone who won't tell their family of origin to fluff off when necessary.
It's lovely and far preferable when one never has to, but right now, he has to. And he won't.
Volumes spoken.
Re: French fiance: I'm thinking he'd like you to learn French, too, and is letting his family do the dirty work. Bad sign.
-- Anonymous
Anonymous: Yup.
This question is such a downer, I actually hope it's fake. I want the so-in-love, hard-working emergency physician to come home after 72 hours to a fiance who says: "Of course my family loves and trusts you! And they trust me, of course. Duolingo will wait, mon petit chou, till you're down to 12-hour overnight shifts."
Other readers' thoughts:
* This is wild. What would constitute an acceptable level of fluency for them? The aspersions they cast on your character because you're American indicate this level may not exist.
* Leaving my fiance when he wouldn't tell off his parents, who were terribly cruel to me, is to this day the best thing I ever did. Twenty years later, I can confirm: This problem continued to follow him. It's a fiance problem, not a parent problem.
Dear Carolyn: My best friend's mom passed away yesterday morning after a very short bout with cancer. We are all in shock. My boyfriend and I have a flight later today for a weekend trip that has been planned for a while. I feel really guilty about going on a trip right now. I haven't heard back from my friend since yesterday morning and don't know where to find her, send food, etc.
Maybe giving the family some space and coming back early for the funeral if necessary is the right thing to do, but my state of shock may be clouding my judgment. Should I cancel my trip?
-- Best Friend
Best Friend: "Best" friend? Cancel.
Won't you spend the weekend thinking of your friend, and hoping your absence is something she can forgive?
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Miss Manners: Retail worker is tired of the same old jokes
This retail worker hates it when customers ask, "Is it free?" when an item isn't scanning.
By Judith Martin, Nicholas Martin, Jacobina Martin | 2024-07-18
Dear Miss Manners: I have worked retail and customer service jobs for about 20 years. Whenever an item is not scanning, out comes the old joke that if it doesn't scan, it's free. I just looked at a customer and informed him that even on my very first day of retail, that joke has never been funny. He then told me I do not have a sense of humor.
Why, WHY do people think jokes like that are funny? They really are not. And some people, instead of joking, are even being serious! If the item doesn't scan, rather than try and get a price for the item, they want the cashier to just give it to them! No matter how much it might cost!
Why do people think either of these is okay? What is going through their minds? I certainly have no clue.
Deep breaths. Clearly, the customer is not always right, or amusing, but there is another retail maxim that applies here, which is not to take out one's frustrations (with the scanner, in this case) on the customer.
Miss Manners will agree with you that even on Day 1, this was not very funny. But it had (and, for the customer, still has) some slight newness that could pass for banter, or at least lightness of tone. More deep breaths.
Dear Miss Manners: So, three couples will share a luxurious house for two weeks on vacation out of the country. Everyone has paid their one-third share. The couples are close friends. All are financially secure.
At the last minute, one couple gets covid. If the ill couple travels, they will expose their friends and the other airline passengers to covid. The other two couples go and enjoy the beautiful resort house.
No one has travel insurance. Legally, the sick couple is not entitled to any refund for the rental. Due to the close friendship and personal generosity, should this couple get some compensation from their friends? I believe a partial reimbursement would be the best policy. Do you agree?
It troubles Miss Manners to reduce the etiquette of what happened to a financial transaction. You say that none of the couples are in financial need, so there is no need for a refund. But if money is to change hands, someone is going to have to raise the subject.
Miss Manners would not object to the healthy couples voluntarily offering the sick couple a refund -- although a more natural topic of conversation would be to ask how their friends are feeling and whether there is anything they can do to aid in their recovery.
As to the sick couple, why would the money be foremost in their minds? Do they feel in some way put-upon -- either because they were unable to get their money back, or because they had to miss their flight to protect the health of others? If so, this is a feeling best kept to themselves, lest it diminish our otherwise natural sympathy for them.
New Miss Manners columns are posted Monday through Saturday on washingtonpost.com/advice. You can send questions to Miss Manners at her website, missmanners.com. You can also follow her @RealMissManners.
(c) 2024 Judith Martin
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Mother-in-law in it to win 'the Grandparent Games.' Hax readers give advice.
Mother-in-law treats being a grandmother like it's a competition and keeps track of her time with the grandkids.
By Carolyn Hax, Haben Kelati | 2024-07-17

Carolyn Hax (The Washington Post)


We asked readers to channel their inner Carolyn Hax and answer this question. Some of the best responses are below.
Dear Carolyn: At best, my mother-in-law is generous and giving. At worst, she is very needy, competitive and selfish, and she loves to play the Grandparent Games. The games include who gives the kids the best presents, who had the kids at their house the most nights, who showed up at the most soccer games, etc. We've always known this about her, but we used to live far away and hardly ever saw both sets of grandparents at the same events, so it was manageable.
Now we are all in the same town, and the constant bean counting ("the other grandparents got them for two nights last month, we only got one!") and one-upping ("I saw that your Mimi got you three books last week! Here's four and a candy!") is just exhausting. What's worse is that if we were to add up which grandparents got more time with the kids, she would in fact win.
Short of stooping to her level and presenting a chart comparing the grandparents' every move, what can we do to put an end to this before I explode? My mother is much more passive and shrugs it all off, but I know it hurts her feelings when my mother-in-law shows up to every event with a much larger gift, talking about the vacation she's planning for everyone and then loudly complaining that she didn't get enough time with the kids last week.
-- Grandma Wars
Grandma Wars: I am a grandma, and I live close to my kids and grandkids and their other grandparents. I understand how these feelings arise. Luckily, other grandma and I have made a point of getting to know and like each other and speak positively to the kids about each other. It wasn't always easy at first! I wonder how your mom is really feeling, but bless her for not participating in the "competition."
We grandmas can feel insecure sometimes about how important we are to kids and grandkids when our lives are no longer as full of other things. And, really, we know how brief the young years are for kids and the looming end of our own active years.
Are there ways to support the annoying grandma in feeling okay in her role, emphasizing how she interacts with the kids, and de-emphasizing the gifts and all? If both grandmas are basically emotionally healthy, maybe they can spend time together and work together on something. That could do a lot to ease the situation.
-- Sally
Grandma Wars: No way around it, you're going to have to sit down and confront your mother-in-law. Point out that her obsessive behavior is hurting her child, her grandchildren, you and your parents, and it has to stop.
I didn't do that. Instead, I listened to my husband who said his mom would back off after we settled in. She never changed, and my daughter came to expect better and better gifts, trips, etc. My family quit attending events where my mother-in-law was in attendance. Relationships are stressed to the max. Create a list of what is and is not acceptable and stick to it.
-- Wished I'd Moved
Grandma Wars: You don't mention where your partner stands in this. Ideally your partner would talk to their mom and let her know that while you love that she loves her grandkids and wants to be a big part of their lives, her behavior is toxic, egoistic and unacceptable.
If she won't or can't tone it down, then your parent team will have to limit her access to the kids. Maybe ask all grandparents to limit gift giving to birthdays and Christmas and keep the dollar value below a particular threshold, too.
-- MamaSita
Grandma Wars: I had a grandmother like this! I don't think she anticipated how quickly we kids would get wise to these dynamics; her complaining and one-upping drove us away, too. It was uncomfortable for us to notice the adults' discomfort, or hear the implied criticism of our parents (e.g. "Tell your mommy you want to come visit me more!"). I understand the impulse to be concerned about your mom's feelings, but at least your mom is an adult.
The real risk is that your mother-in-law inadvertently alienates her grandchildren as they grow. If you want to broach this with her, I'd leave your feelings (and your mother's) out and instead express concern about your kids. Explain that her complaining may make them feel like they did something wrong, or put them in uncomfortable positions.
Or, do what my grandmother's five kids did: Let it go, let her complain and carry on, and watch your kids grow up and be drawn to the other grandmother who wasn't constantly badgering everyone. The complaining grandma may win a battle here and there, but she will lose the war.
-- Grandkid
Every week, we ask readers to answer a question submitted to Carolyn Hax's live chat or email. Read last week's installment here. New questions are typically posted on Thursdays, with a Monday deadline for submissions. Responses are anonymous unless you choose to identify yourself and are edited for length and clarity.
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When to salt meat, eggs, vegetables and other foods in cooking
When you salt food -- before, during and after cooking -- can matter even more than how much you add.
By Becky Krystal | 2024-07-18

Salt eggs a few minutes before cooking for the best flavor and texture. (Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


For an ingredient with such a small footprint, there is a whole lot of ground to cover when it comes to salt. How much to use? What type? Should you even use salt at all?
Just as important as whether and how much to use is when to add it to your food.
Even Ben Jacobsen, whose entire business, Jacobsen Salt Co., revolves around this essential ingredient, counts himself among those who have been unsure about the right time to apply salt. He used to think only at the end, "and I'm probably not alone."
Let's work on clearing that up.
"Salting isn't something to do once and then check off your list; be constantly aware of how a dish tastes as it cooks, and how you want it to taste at the table," Samin Nosrat writes in "Salt Fat Acid Heat." "Tasting and adjusting -- over and over again as you add ingredients and they transform throughout the cooking process -- will yield the most flavorful food."
One tip to keep in mind: High-quality flaky salt is best used to finish a dish, adding a briny pop of flavor to meat, vegetables and even desserts.
Here's more advice on when to salt certain foods -- before, during or after cooking, or some or all of the above.
"When salting meat for cooking, any time is better than none, and more is better than some," Nosrat writes. This gives the salt time to diffuse into the meat, which improves flavor, moisture retention and browning.
"Aim to season meat the day before cooking when possible. ... The larger, denser, or more sinewy the piece of meat, the earlier you should salt it." As examples, oxtails, shanks and short ribs should be salted for one or two days. Salt steak more than 40 minutes or less than three minutes before cooking, J. Kenji Lopez-Alt recommends in "The Food Lab," noting that anything in between will leave too much moisture on the surface. Just keep in mind that salting meat too long will start to cure it (think jerky), so if you start with the best of intentions but realize you won't get around to cooking, Nosrat suggests freezing the meat for up to two months and picking up the process from there after it defrosts.
It's best to salt chicken one day in advance and Thanksgiving turkey two or three days ahead of time, according to Nosrat. Especially with smaller cuts, you can still reap the rewards by salting a few hours before cooking or even in the period while your oven or grill preheats and you prep other ingredients.
Once I started adding a little more salt to them, my scrambled eggs went from blah to well-seasoned. Moreover, salt can improve the texture of cooked eggs. It serves as a buffer that prevents the proteins from bonding too tightly and squeezing out water, Lopez-Alt explains. He recommends salting eggs at least 15 minutes before cooking to allow the salt to evenly dissolve, though just before cooking also helps. Salting toward the end of cooking may produce tougher eggs that weep liquid.
Unlike meat, seafood does not benefit from advance salting. In fact, the more delicate proteins of fish and shellfish can break down when salted too early, turning them tough and dry, Nosrat says. She recommends salting flaky fish 15 minutes before cooking and seasoning one-inch-thick steaks of meaty fish such as tuna and swordfish 30 minutes ahead of time. "Season all other seafood at the time of cooking to preserve textural integrity." That includes such quick-cooking standbys as shrimp and scallops.

A final sprinkling of flaky salt on potatoes. (Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


A one-size-fits-all recommendation for vegetables is hard to come by, thanks to the wide range of types and cooking methods. Salt works on vegetables by helping break down pectin, a fiber in plant cell walls, speeding up cooking time, Harold McGee says in "On Food and Cooking." It can also preserve the color of green vegetables, such as green beans.
"When in doubt, salt vegetables before you cook them," Nosrat says. Add salt when you toss them with oil before roasting, and include it in the cooking water or in the skillet when you saute. One exception: mushrooms. Because they are mostly water, adding salt too early can draw it all out and prevent browning. So salt mushrooms once they start to take on color. In other scenarios, salting sliced vegetables at least 15 to 20 minutes in advance works to your advantage. This may be eggplant or zucchini you plan to roast or add to a tart, cabbage for a slaw, or tomatoes for a Southern tomato sandwich or Caprese salad. Simply let the vegetables drain in a colander or on a towel and dab away any excess moisture before proceeding. Jacobsen almost always recommends a sprinkle of flaky salt on cooked vegetables for "a little salty pop rock in your mouth."
As with vegetables, add salt at the beginning of cooking beans and grains to help them soften and improve in flavor. Cooking beans in salted water does not make them tougher, contrary to a common myth, Lopez-Alt says on Serious Eats. In fact, he recommends soaking them in salted water as well, for creamy beans that don't rupture during cooking. You can salt a little less aggressively with foods such as grains that will, unlike beans, absorb all the water they're cooked in, Nosrat says. And the longer a food cooks, the more salt it will absorb over time.
"You want layers of flavor because layers of flavor mean a more nuanced bite," Jacobsen says, and this applies especially to longer-cooking dishes that evolve over time. Salt soups, braises, sauces and similar dishes at several points from beginning to end. Seasoning the vegetables or meat before you start cooking will lay the foundation, then you can adjust throughout the process. While the amount will be different from person to person, at a certain threshold, the flavor will just "click," my colleague Aaron Hutcherson says. If your recipe calls for other salty ingredients (olives, capers) or starts by salting meat, have a lighter hand seasoning the cooking liquid and lean more on adjusting at the end, Nosrat advises.

Flaky salt on Quadruple Chocolate Cookies. (Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Baking is such a specifically designed process that it's best to salt a baked good when the recipe instructs you. While salt can enhance the flavors of other ingredients in baked goods, it has a much greater impact than that, meaning only salting to taste at the end is about the worst thing you can do.
Among other effects, salt encourages gluten formation, which can contribute to how much and when your bread dough starts to tighten up. Sometimes salt is held off to allow for easier kneading and hydration (this is known as the autolyse method). It may be added later to other batters or doughs to keep things tender, Nosrat says. Stirring in salt when instructed can also ensure it is evenly distributed. While it's no substitute for salting before baking, a few grains of flaky salt can finish off a chocolate cookie or caramel tart quite nicely.
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Cooking chat: My ratatouille sat out for 18 hours. Is it safe to eat?
Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions.
By Aaron Hutcherson, Becky Krystal | 2024-07-17

Every Wednesday at noon ET, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal answer your cooking questions. (The Washington Post)


Every Wednesday at noon Eastern, Aaron Hutcherson and Becky Krystal provide practical cooking advice that you can't find on Google. They answer questions like "Do you need to rinse rice?" and "Is it safe to leave butter at room temperature?"
But there's more! Often, your excellent questions inspire us to write full-length articles. Recent posts have covered broth vs. stock (and whether it really matters), foolproof ways to cook fish and a look at carbon-steel pans.
Aaron and Becky both write and test recipes for Post Food, our team dedicated to helping you cook with confidence. We're hoping this weekly chat will be a lively conversation where you can figure out any issues in the kitchen and identify new recipes for you to try.
Send us your question below. The question box includes a space for your name, but this is optional. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
Want more recipes and tips? Check out our past chats, catch up on recently published recipes with our weekly Recipes newsletter, or sign up for the Eat Voraciously newsletter, in which Julia Turshen  shares one quick, adaptable dinner recipe every Monday through Thursday.
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Be all you can BLT with these recipes for sandwiches, pasta and more
Use the classic combination of bacon, lettuce and tomato to add big flavor to a variety of dishes, including sandwiches, clams, pasta and hot dogs.
By Anna Rodriguez | 2024-07-17
A well-made BLT sandwich is a simple, delicious pleasure, especially with peak-season tomatoes. But the combination of savory bacon, crunchy lettuce and juicy tomatoes can be a solid foundation for more than just sandwiches, and smart amendments to the dish allow it to be enjoyed year-round.
We've picked out a handful of recipes from our archives that take the premise of a BLT and put a fun, flavorful spin on it. Whether you're craving a decadent sandwich, a savory summer pasta or a dressed-up plate of clams, these dishes make the most of three key ingredients. For more BLT inspiration, check out our archives of over 10,000 tested and trusted recipes.
Above. A spicy jalapeno sauce and avocado slices add a welcome twist to a basic BLT sandwich. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


This Italian take on a BLT swaps pasta, pancetta and arugula for bread, bacon and lettuce. Get the recipe.

(Scott Suchman for The Washington Post; food styling by Nicola Justine Davis for The Washington Post)


Upgrade from ketchup and mustard, and top your hot dogs with spicy bacon mayo, lettuce and tomato slices. Get the recipe.

(Stacy Zarin Goldberg for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Adding salmon fillets to a basic BLT base transforms the sandwich from a simple lunch to a luxe treat. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Add some pizazz to clams with a combination of burst tomatoes, toasted breadcrumbs, bacon bits and chopped lettuce. Get the recipe.

(Rey Lopez for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


There's no need to despair if you don't have access to peak-season tomatoes. Using greenhouse tomatoes such as cherry or grape varieties allows you to enjoy BLTs year-round. Get the recipe.

(Stacy Zarin Goldberg for The Washington Post; food styling by Lisa Cherkasky for The Washington Post)


Adding sriracha to mayonnaise is an easy way to spice up the classic sandwich and switch up your lunch routine. Get the recipe.

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post; food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


No meat is required for this vegan BLT. Instead of bacon, rice paper and tofu are soaked in a smoky marinade and baked until crispy, while a white bean and sunflower seed spreads stands in for mayonnaise. Get the recipe.
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Dining chat: Which chain restaurants are the best?
Washington Post food critic Tom Sietsema entertains your dining questions, rants and raves.
By Tom Sietsema | 2024-07-17

Every Wednesday at 11 a.m. ET, Tom Sietsema answers your questions about dining out. (The Washington Post)


Thanks for joining my every-Wednesday-at-11 a.m. dining discussion. I'm here to answer your restaurant-related questions and solve your dining dilemmas, like how to best switch tables in the middle of a meal or what to do if the server doesn't pour all the contents of a bottle of wine.
I like to keep the format broad and open; recent chats have touched on tales of misbehaving dogs, how best to switch tables and when to let restaurants know about dietary restrictions.
Got an etiquette question? Want to know where to find a favorite dish? Or where to eat in another city? I aim to field those questions, too, occasionally with an assist from some of the smart chatters who frequent this hour-long discussion.
Meet me here Wednesday at 11 a.m. Eastern. You can find all of my reviews and past chats here.
Send us your question below. Your question may be edited for accuracy and clarity.
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Halloumi-nectarine skewers bring bursts of flavor with each bite
Embrace summer with halloumi-nectarine skewers with an herby chimichurri for a shareable dish bursting with flavor in every bite.
By Ellie Krieger | 2024-07-17

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


These colorful, flavorful skewers immediately jumped out at me as I was flipping through Sara Forte's new cookbook "Around Our Table." I've been a longtime fan of the produce-packed recipes on her blog, Sprouted Kitchen, so I was confident the skewers would be tasty, but I had not anticipated the huge, multilayered burst of flavor each bite would bring -- sweet, savory, earthy, salty, herbaceous and spicy -- all dancing together, compelling you to the next forkful.
Flavor isn't this recipe's only asset. Forte emphasizes how this dish can take the stress out of having people over, since it can be prepared mostly in advance -- the chimichurri several days ahead and the skewers assembled a few hours before grilling.
The focus on feeding family and friends with ease is at the heart of her book and is something often overlooked when we consider what makes food good for you. Healthy eating is more than what we eat, it is also how we eat, including the community and connection we cultivate when we come together at the table. Anything that makes shared meals more doable is a step in a healthy direction.
Get the recipe: Halloumi Skewers With Nectarines and Mint Chimichurri

(Tom McCorkle for The Washington Post/food styling by Gina Nistico for The Washington Post)


I can't think of a more compelling dish to gather around this summer than this one.
The skewers of juicy nectarines, red onion and halloumi cheese, are brushed with oil, sprinkled generously with oregano and black pepper, then grilled until they are warm, with an appealing char of grill marks.
They are served slathered with a cilantro-mint chimichurri that has a kick of serrano pepper and a touch of sweetness from honey. That sweet-spicy note gives a hot honey vibe that's heavenly with the sweet fruit and salty cheese. (If you are not a fan of halloumi, Forte suggests subbing chunks of chicken or extra-firm tofu.) If you have extra chimichurri, you can save it for another meal. However you serve it, go ahead and invite friends or family to join you. It will make the meal all the more nourishing.
Get the recipe: Halloumi Skewers With Nectarines and Mint Chimichurri




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/food/2024/07/17/halloumi-skewers-nectarines-mint-chimichurri/
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Too hot to read? Listen to these summer books instead.
Our picks for this month's best audiobooks include a historical novel about Rome and Colm Toibin's latest, read to you in a perfectly accented voice.
By Katherine A. Powers | 2024-07-18

(Simon & Schuster Audio)


The sequel to "Brooklyn" picks up 20 years after the end of that novel: Eilis Lacey is now living in suburban Long Island with Tony and their two children in his Italian family's soul-stifling compound. A man shows up telling Eilis that his wife is having Tony's baby, which he will deposit on their doorstep. Eilis, appalled and furious, returns to Ireland to figure things out. What follows is an unfolding series of bad decisions -- and indecisions -- on the part of Eilis and others, creating a magnificently restrained drama of silence, passivity and betrayal. Narrator Jessie Buckley, an Irish actor and singer, has, unsurprisingly, a fine natural Irish accent and an easy delivery. Most impressive, however, is how she manages to convey through the emotional timbre of her voice and empathetic pacing the agonizing ineffable that lies beyond words. (Simon & Schuster, Unabridged, 91/2 hours)

(Recorded Books)


Iggulden, a master of the historical novel, again turns his attention to ancient Rome in the first volume of this planned trilogy. At the center of "Nero" is Agrippina, the beautiful, seductive, altogether devious great-granddaughter of Augustus; sister of Caligula; Claudius's grandniece; and, eventually, his wife. All this has been turned into fiction hundreds of times, but Iggulden is uncommonly adept at summoning appearance and personality, at building exhilarating action scenes, and -- this being Rome -- at serving up conspiracies and assassinations. Lydia Leonard narrates the novel, which might have been subtitled "Agrippina Gets It Done." Her strong voice carries the ring of the notorious woman's forceful will but softens into tenderness when she addresses her horrid little son, Lucius -- destined, thanks to his mother's machinations, to be the future emperor, Nero. Leonard modulates her tones to capture the many other characters, including the subtly stammering Claudius, and does it so deftly that there is no confusion about who is speaking when. (Recorded Books, Unabridged, 101/2 hours)

(Random House Audio)


Nussbaum's history of reality TV explores how the generally dormant American appetite for sadism, voyeurism and exhibitionism was roused, sharpened and manipulated by such shows as "The Bachelor" and "Survivor," spectacles that also made fake authenticity and constant surveillance integral to American life. This important if dispiriting book -- which takes us from "Candid Camera" to "The Apprentice" and beyond -- amounts to a history of the shameless, profit-oriented debasement of the nation's sensibility. Gabra Zackman, an actor, writer and accomplished audiobook narrator, brings a clear voice to lay out the development of these increasingly grotesque shows in a no-nonsense manner -- and without audibly clutching her head. (Random House, Unabridged, 151/4 hours)




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/books/2024/07/18/best-audiobooks-july-toibin/
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The 23 best things to do in D.C. this weekend and next week
Explore exotic plants at Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens, celebrate the anniversary of the moon landings with tours and talks, or explore Colombian music and dance.
By Fritz Hahn, Sophia Solano, Adele Chapin, Chris Kelly | 2024-07-18
There are many things to celebrate this week: The annual Lotus and Water Lily Festival at Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens brings walking and bike tours, music, art and yoga to the only national park celebrating aquatic plants. The Colombian Festival draws thousands to Catholic University for food, music and dance. The anniversary of the moon landing calls for special tours at Washington National Cathedral and a NASA talk at Union Pub. Multiple bars mark Belgium's National Day with discounted beer and food. Fancy a movie? "Wonka" plays at Audi Field, and Franklin Park honors Prince with a tribute concert and a screening of "Under the Cherry Moon."
U.S. Botanic Garden summer evening hours
The U.S. Botanic Garden is staying open late this season: On the third Thursday of July and August, visitors can view summer blooms closer to sunset, with the garden closing at 8 p.m. instead of the usual 5 p.m. Pick up lemonade, botanical nonalcoholic mocktails and snacks from mobile bar Vintage Views, thanks to a partnership with the Friends of the U.S. Botanic Garden. Swing by after your 9-to-5 and wander through the plant collection housed in gated outdoor gardens and a conservatory, enjoying July blooms of colorful native wildflowers like coneflowers. 5 to 8 p.m. Free.
A Night With Prince in the Park at Franklin Park
Downtown D.C.'s summer film series draws to a close with its most compelling event of the season: a doubleheader dedicated to Prince Rogers Nelson. At 7:30 p.m., Edward "Junie" Henderson and his band perform a crowd-pleasing Prince tribute set with almost as many costume changes as hits. Then, at 8:30, it's time for the 1986 film "Under the Cherry Moon," which was roundly dissed by critics when released but has become something of a cult favorite. Pick up a discount card good for 10 percent off at nearby restaurants, including the vegan Pow Pow. Pre-show activities begin at 6:30 p.m. Free.
'Wonka' at Audi Field's Movies on the Pitch
Soccer stars aren't the only ones who get to set foot on the grass at Audi Field this summer. The Capitol Riverfront Business Improvement District again partners with Audi Field to turn the soccer stadium into an outdoor movie theater. Fans can bring a blanket and sit right on the turf or find a seat in the stands while watching hit films under the stars on the stadium's Jumbotron, with Audi Field concessions available for purchase. The final movie of the series is "Wonka" -- last year's "Charlie and the Chocolate Factory" prequel starring Timothee Chalamet. 7:30 p.m. Free; online reservations required.
Blooms and Brushes at City-State
Learn how to brighten up boring old flowerpots at City-State Brewing Co., where artists lead a painting party in the taproom -- then provide seed packets to plant in your freshly decorated pot. Tickets include all materials and one beer. 7 to 9 p.m. $20.
Lotus and Water Lily Festival at Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens
Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens sometimes gets overlooked in favor of bigger, better-known public parks, but the National Park Service's only park devoted to aquatic plants stands out during its annual Lotus and Water Lily Festival, when the colorful, exotic flowers are in bloom. The theme of this year's festival is "The Art of Lotus and Water Lilies," and there are free drop-in painting classes on Friday and Sunday, but the three days are also packed with entertainment -- think Bollywood, flamenco and traditional Korean dance performances; mariachis; and live music for all ages. Tours of the gardens, morning yoga classes and edible-plant walks mix with bike rides and storytelling. And, of course, there are beautiful flowers to ooh and ahh over. The gardens stay open late on Friday evening to allow locals to take advantage of (hopefully) cooler temperatures. Friday and Saturday from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Sunday from 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Free.
Space Window celebration at Washington National Cathedral
Amid the beauty and rich interior details that fill Washington National Cathedral, it's sometimes forgotten that the cathedral is home to an object from another world. In 1974, astronauts Neil Armstrong, Michael Collins and Buzz Aldrin presented the cathedral with a 3.6-billion-year-old piece of basalt rock, collected during the Apollo 11 moonwalk and sealed in a nitrogen-filled glass container. The sliver of the moon was embedded at the center of a red disk, at the heart of a beautiful stained glass window representing the cosmos. This weekend, to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Space Window, the cathedral hosts events including space-themed story time for children between 3 and 8; Lego-building activities for all ages; a talk about the grotesque decoration of interstellar villain Darth Vader; and, on Saturday only, a recital of space-themed music on the cathedral's carillon. Guided tours, including one focused on the Space Window, are also available. Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. $15; free for children 12 and younger with the purchase of an adult ticket.
Belgian National Day at Belga Cafe
Belgium's National Day marks the 1831 ascension of Leopold I to the throne after the Belgian Revolution, but more people will be talking about the country's famous beers and frites this weekend than any lingering disputes with the Netherlands. Belga Cafe on Barracks Row celebrates through Sunday with Belgian Restaurant Week, where three courses cost $55, but the big party is Friday night, when draft beers are half-price from 5 to 10 p.m. -- think the famed Saison Dupont, potent golden La Chouffe or a plain old Stella Artois. The party continues Saturday with $7 beers and frites in the back-alley beer garden from 2 to 5 p.m., and Sunday with brunch from noon to 2 p.m. Times vary. Admission free.
Sideshow at Comet Ping Pong
LA-based rapper Sideshow was born in Ethiopia but raised in D.C. The versatile rapper unspools boasts, threats and non sequiturs, varying up his delivery and tone over anything-goes beats that draw from traditions of boom-bap, drill, cloud rap and beyond. On his recently released album "F.U.N. T.O.Y.," Sideshow called out imitators and staked his claim on greatness: "They hear my music, go home and rehearse the flow/ And mo', I'm tryna break fast, put me next to goat." On this bill, he'll be joined by like-minded talents Niontay and D.C.'s own El Cousteau. 10 p.m. $18-$20.
'The Cookout: A Celebration of Black Improv' at Studio Theatre
Eight D.C. improv groups (plus two from Baltimore) are putting on two sets of performances interrupted, from 6 to 7 p.m., by a "cookout-style" dinner with jerk chicken, mac and cheese, hush puppies and peach cobbler. Celebrate the local Black improv community at Washington Improv Theater's largest gathering of Black performers in its 26-year history. 5 p.m. $15 for the 5 p.m. performance; $20 for the 7 p.m. performance; $45 for dinner and the shows.
Colombian Festival at Catholic University
The annual Colombian Festival at Catholic University falls on Colombia's independence day this year, making the day extra festive for the thousands of revelers who come out for the celebrations. There's live music all day, including salsa, cumbia, reggaeton and rock, as well as traditional folk music and dancing, vendors, food and drink. 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. $20-$25; free for children under 12.
The D.C. Crit at Lost Generation
The D.C. Crit isn't just another road race: Runners traverse a half-mile loop course on streets around Eckington and the Metropolitan Branch Trail, with hairpin turns and spectators right on top of the participants. The afternoon of fun includes community and elite 5K races, a mixed 4x800 relay, and an 800-meter dash for kids, all while the Lost Generation brewery keeps the beer flowing and food trucks serve snacks. 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. Free for spectators; race registration $42 for adults, $22 for children.
Summer Matsuri at Japan Information and Culture Center
Summer in Japan is a time for festivals, or matsuri, and its embassy's Japan Information and Culture Center is channeling that spirit with a Saturday open house. Learn about yukata (a summer kimono) and how to wear one, watch a traditional Japanese paper theater performance, and play with Japanese toys and games. Note that separate (free) registration is required for yukata activities and suikawari, a Japanese game that involves smashing a watermelon similar to a pinata. Adult spots are full for the latter, but spaces are still available for children. 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Free; registration required for some activities.
'Brat' drag show at Kiki
With "brat summer" well underway, it's no surprise that Kiki's last slime-green-hued drag show sold out. Luckily, Charli XCX fans have another chance to catch local queens dancing to "club classics" and "360" at the Shaw LGBTQ+ bar. 8 to 10 p.m. $15.
'Hamilton' sing-along at Penn Social
Fans of Lin-Manuel Miranda's hit 2015 musical have two ways to participate in "Hamiltunes DC: Summer in the City" -- take a shot at playing a Founding Father and let the audience be your ensemble, or hang back and sing along from your seat. 6:30 p.m. $20-$25.
Smol Beer and Seltzer Fest at Saints Row Brewing
If you like your craft beers and seltzers on the lighter side -- say, below 5 percent alcohol by volume -- you'll want to take notice of Saints Row's Smol Beer and Seltzer Festival. The Gaithersburg brewery invited friends including Crooked Crab, Elder Pine, Waredaca and Silver Branch to serve beers indoors and out while Soultet and 1990s cover band Holding a Grunge perform. Food truck options include Black Hog BBQ, El Jefe pizza and Pop-Up Poutine, and "pool party games" are set up outside. Noon to 9 p.m. Free.
Belgian National Day at Granville Moore's
Granville Moore's has been satisfying H Street's cravings for the oh-so-Belgian combo of mussels, frites and beer since 2007, and it's getting an early start on its National Day celebrations Saturday night with free beer samples, food and beer specials. Celebrations continue Sunday. 5 to 9 p.m. Free; reservations accepted but not required.
Moon Day at Union Pub
Did you know that the United Nations has designated July 20 as Moon Day, an annual celebration that falls on the day the Apollo 11 astronauts landed on the moon? Mark the anniversary at Capitol Hill's Union Pub, where NASA scientists Valerie Connaughton, Marie Henderson and Garth Henning discuss the past and future of the space program. Food and drink specials include "meteorite shots" and "Houston, We Have Some Mini-Dogs." 6 to 8 p.m. Free.
Christmas in July at Shakers
Need a break from thinking about the oppressively hot weather? How about sipping "not so hot" chocolate and singing along to "All I Want for Christmas Is You"? The Christmas in July party at Shakers is your reminder that the heat can't last forever -- it can't, right? -- with $5 rail drinks, $7 chocolate cocktails and DJ Stylzz spinning holiday hits all night. 10 p.m. Free.
Belgian National Day at the Sovereign
There's no question that the best Belgian beer list in the area is found at the Sovereign, where a mix of traditional lambics, malty abbey ales and crisp saisons appeal to beer geeks and tourists alike. For its Belgian Independence Day party, the bar has designated 15 draft beers from breweries including De La Senne, Girardin, De Ranke and Struise, and is offering them all for $5 from noon until last call -- for some of these beers, that's better than half price. Noon. Free.
'Little Movers' at the National Children's Museum
The play space for the National Children's Museum's littlest visitors has reopened with a new look inspired by a partnership with the Washington Commanders Foundation. The "Little Movers" exhibit has been decked out with a "football field" where youngsters can crawl, play, jump and cruise around amid soft space play mats and developmentally appropriate equipment. This space is designed for children ages 3 and younger, and a new football-themed mural in the exhibit lends itself to cute photo shoots. 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. $18.95 per person; free for children younger than 1.
Scottish Session at MacMillan Spirit House
The MacMillan Spirit House in Alexandria isn't as whisky-focused as its older sibling, the MacMillan Whisky Room in Fairfax, though you'll still find Scotch eggs on the menu, a couple of pages of single malts on the drinks list and, on this night, an evening session of traditional Scottish music. Bring fiddles, guitars and flutes to join in the songs, or just sit back with a cocktail or glass of wine and listen. 6 to 9 p.m. Free.
Literary Trivia at Kramers
D.C. bars and taprooms have hosted trivia nights dedicated to Taylor Swift and "Star Wars," but you might expect to find slightly more cerebral topics in a bookstore. Join other bibliophiles for a night of brainteasers for bookworms at Kramers in Dupont Circle. The night is run by Cap City Trivia, the quiz group that promises "No apps. No phones. No problems." 7:30 p.m. Free.
That Mexican OT at Fillmore Silver Spring
He's not at the top of the heap yet, but That Mexican OT continues to climb the ranks of rap, recently notching a spot on XXL's annual Freshman Class list. The attention is earned: There's no one in hip-hop who sounds like the 25-year-old Texan, who punctuates a syrup-thick flow by rolling letters previously thought unrollable. Along with blending cowboy couture and hip-hop style on albums "Lonestar Luchador" and "Texas Technician," he evokes Houston trunk rattlers by collaborators Slim Thug, Paul Wall and Z-Ro and paints vivid pictures with his words: "Right pocket got money, left pocket cocaine, bulletproof white Cadillac, ridin' in a tank." 8 p.m. $41.75.
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A program for young musicians aims to change perceptions of disability
Violinist Julia LaGrand, guitarist Tea Ning LaFleur, pianist Anson Tang and ukulele player Kapono Wong won this year's VSA International Young Musicians Awards.
By Michael Andor Brodeur | 2024-07-18

Violinist Adrian Anantawan will give a Millennium Stage recital on July 26 in celebration of the ADA's 34-year anniversary. (Kennedy Center)


On July 26, the Americans With Disabilities Act -- enacted in 1990 to establish "a clear and comprehensive prohibition of discrimination on the basis of disability" -- will turn 34.
Over a quarter of Americans live with some form of disability, and the changes introduced by the ADA helped transform the ways people with disabilities engage with public life, as well as the American perspective on disability itself. It was a matter of civil rights all along.
Though sweeping in its impact, the ADA was no magic wand -- issues of opportunity and access continue to create steeper inclines for those with disabilities to surmount. This is especially so in the realm of classical music, where obstacles for disabled musicians remain profound, pronounced and seldom confronted.
A weekend of anniversary programs at the Kennedy Center aims to address the complicated intersection of classical music and disability by putting the talents of disabled musicians center stage. On the morning of July 26, the Library of Congress's National Library Service for the Blind and Print Disabled will give a presentation on music resources and adaptive technology for blind and low vision musicians at the Reach. And that evening, violinist Adrian Anantawan will offer a Millennium Stage recital in celebration of the ADA's anniversary.
The highlight of the weekend will be a July 27 evening concert presented by the Kennedy Center's Office of Accessibility and VSA (formerly Very Special Arts), honoring and showcasing the four recipients of the 2024 Access/VSA International Young Musicians Award: violinist Julia LaGrand, vocalist and guitarist Tea Ning LaFleur, pianist Cheuk Him "Anson" Tang, and ukulele player Kapono Wong.
The four musicians will participate in this year's VSA International Young Musicians Program. Open to U.S. and international musicians from the ages of 14 to 25, the program grants awards of $2,000 as well as performance and professional development opportunities at the Kennedy Center.
And while the program attracts many young classical musicians, it remains open to musicians across every genre. "We've had jazz, gospel, world music, bluegrass, barbershop quartet and more represented in the program's 40-year history," VSA programmer Wynsor Taylor said in an email.
Anantawan, a violinist who was born with a limb difference and uses an adaptive bow, is a 2002 alum of the VSA program and serves as a program mentor. He considers his experience over 20 years ago a major steppingstone in a wide-ranging career as a performer and educator, introducing him to a more vast ecosystem of disabled musicians than he had ever imagined existed, and encouraging him to see his own place in classical music -- specifically, its tradition of disruption.
"When we think about great leaps forward in classical music in particular, they happen because someone thought about something in a wholly unique and different way," he said in a Zoom interview. "These are things we now choose to preserve as artifacts of pristine beauty, when at the time, they were aspects of risk and change. It's very emblematic of the disability experience as it relates to classical music because it's all about adaptation."

Violinist Julia LaGrand is one of four recipients of the 2024 Access/VSA International Young Musicians Award. (Kennedy Center)


LaGrand, 20, is a violinist and disability rights advocate from Grand Rapids, Mich., completing her freshman year at New England Conservatory and preparing to embark on a dual program at Harvard University. The younger sister of a professional musician, she was motivated early to pick up an instrument and quickly fell for the violin.
"Growing up, I was always aware of my blindness to some extent," she said in a Zoom conversation, "but it didn't really feel like a challenge to me musically. It wasn't until high school that I became much more aware of sort of disability in general and how disability is viewed by other people. That really changed how I think about what I want to do with my music."
As a high school sophomore during the height of the covid-19 pandemic, LaGrand started searching out spaces where her needs as a musician could be addressed and accommodated, as well as developing her ability to speak about those needs and have them met. Her advocacy work has centered on not just the needs of disabled musicians, but also the perceptions surrounding them.
"I think there are kind of two distinct questions of perception," she said. "Generally there tends to be not a ton of information about the capacities of disabled people. I think understanding disabled people as competent is so crucial. I've interacted with people in the course of my studies who, to varying degrees, have expressed concern that my disability would stop me from being able to have a fulfilling career in classical music. A non-disabled person might not understand exactly how a blind person navigates certain systems, but it's important for them to understand that they do."
In LaGrand's case, her navigation of violin repertoire has involved a mix of her own notation, Braille music, computerized reading systems and learning by ear.
"The second question of perception is how we do classical music," LaGrand said. "And for me, I think one thing that strikes me very frequently is the supremacy of visual notation. I have a lot of ways of accessing notation, but so often people either don't understand this way or fundamentally believe that there are things in music notation that I'm missing, or that my way of accessing notation is not sufficient to put me on par with my peers. That's a difficult perception to unravel -- it has less to do with what I'm capable of as a disabled person and more to do with how they view classical music as essentially tied to visual notation."

"There aren't many opportunities for disabled musicians to show off," says pianist Cheuk Him "Anson" Tang. (Kennedy Center)


Tang, a 26-year-old pianist from London by way of Hong Kong, has used a wheelchair since childhood. By age 4, he had taken to playing the family piano; by age 6, he was taking formal lessons; and by age 8, his instructor at school had helped craft him an adaptive foot pedal -- one he still uses in performance today.
After earning a prestigious scholarship in 2014 from Arts With the Disabled Association Hong Kong, Tang pursued studies with Alan Chu, principal keyboard of the Hong Kong Sinfonietta. He is completing a degree in London at the Royal College of Music, where he is the first wheelchair user to join the school's keyboard faculty.
"There aren't many opportunities for disabled musicians to show off," he said. "At many music festivals, there's not enough accessibility. So I think this program is very important. We can learn more, but also we have a platform to showcase our talents and change our audience's perceptions."
By all accounts, increasing access and opportunities for disabled musicians invariably helps open concert hall doors to new audiences.
"Somehow the narrative of virtuosity and perfection [in classical music] has got to include a degree of vulnerability," Anantawan said. "Understanding that we're not perfect can allow us to not only create access into classical music, but help our stories resonate with more people -- who are also not perfect."
2024 Access/VSA International Young Musicians Award Winners in Concert, July 27 at 6 p.m. at the Kennedy Center Millennium Stage. kennedy-center.org
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Coppola, Raitt and the Dead make latest Kennedy Center Honors class
The Apollo is the first theater honored, along with filmmaker Francis Ford Coppola and musicians Arturo Sandoval, the Grateful Dead and Bonnie Raitt.
By Travis Andrews | 2024-07-18

The Kennedy Center with its rainbow lighting on Dec. 1, 2021. (Ricky Carioti/The Washington Post)


Three artists, a band and a building walk into the Kennedy Center.
Well, that's probably not how it'll happen. But in an unusual twist, storied Harlem theater the Apollo, New York's gravitational center for Black arts which turns 90 this year, is among the 47th class of Kennedy Center honorees.
The honor "certainly wasn't expected," said the Apollo's president and CEO, Michelle Ebanks. "Artists receive this award. But then the Apollo is an iconic stage for artists."
The class announced by the arts center Thursday also includes some famous human names: renowned filmmaker Francis Ford Coppola; blues-rock star Bonnie Raitt; celebrated Cuban American trumpeter and composer Arturo Sandoval; and beloved band the Grateful Dead, whose living honorees are Mickey Hart, Bill Kreutzmann, Phil Lesh and Bob Weir.
Kennedy Center President Deborah F. Rutter said there isn't a theme when selecting the honorees, but one often emerges organically. This year, that accidental theme is "a reflection of American culture through its music and how music is used to create American culture," she said, pointing to the Grateful Dead as a cultural institution, the Apollo as a musician maker and the use of music in Coppola's films.
The Dec. 8 ceremony will take place in the 2,364-seat Opera House, where celebrity guests, top secret until the night of, will celebrate the honorees from the stage. The center has not decided whether the evening will follow tradition and include a host (last year's was previous honoree Gloria Estefan). The show will be broadcast on CBS and streamed on Paramount Plus on Dec. 23.
The Apollo -- which launched the careers of Ella Fitzgerald, Sarah Vaughan, Billie Holiday, James Brown, Stevie Wonder and Gladys Knight, among many others -- is the first physical institution to receive the honor, but the Kennedy Center has zagged before. In addition to honoring full bands (Led Zeppelin, U2, the Eagles), it has celebrated "Sesame Street" (all of it) and the cast of the Broadway sensation/D.C. catnip "Hamilton."
The award will cap a year-long 90th birthday celebration for the theater, which included its first major expansion a few doors down on 125th Street with the opening of the Apollo Stages at the Victoria. Plans are also underway for a full-scale restoration of its historic theater, which includes an expansion of the lobby and a new cafe.
"This is a wonderful spotlight on the exciting work that continue to happen at the Apollo Theatre as we propel ourselves forward for the next 90 years," Ebanks said. "The work continues."

Francis Ford Coppola. (Chad Keig)


Ask any cinephile, and they'll probably tell you Francis Ford Coppola directed not one but two of the best American movies: "The Godfather" and "The Godfather: Part II." They might mention "The Godfather" came out only a year after winning his first of five Oscars, this one as a screenwriter for the 1970 film "Patton." Oh, and he released "The Conversation" and "Apocalypse, Now" that same decade.
Ask any grocery store oenophile, and they'll probably tell you about the affordable wines produced by the Sonoma Valley vineyard he nurtured and sold in 2021.
Even so, he figured his chance at an Honor had passed.
"I sort of assumed it wasn't going to come to me, because it hadn't," Coppola said. "I was surprised. I just figured whoever makes the decision must have changed or something, because for years, I was congratulating my younger colleagues."
On Dec. 8, he'll join other directors of his generation in receiving the honor, including Steven Spielberg and Martin Scorsese. He paid tribute to Scorsese during the "Goodfellas" director's own Kennedy Center Honors ceremony in 2007.
It's one of two major moments for Coppola this year. His longtime passion project "Megalopolis," an epic sci-fi drama with a stunning ensemble cast that he spent $120 million of his money to make, debuted at Cannes in May and is scheduled for theatrical release in September.
Coppola is particularly thrilled to be recognized alongside fellow Bay Area figures, the Grateful Dead. "I even looked like Jerry Garcia," he said. "We were always confused, one for the other."

Grateful Dead members, from left: Bob Weir, Phil Lesh, Mickey Hart, and Bill Kreutzmann. (Jay Blakesberg)


Bob Weir isn't particularly fond of awards shows. "If I was given the choice in the matter, I'd probably duck the ceremony and just pop into the White House and receive the honor," he says. "But that's not how it's done."
Instead, Weir will be in the balcony with the remaining members of the band he co-founded in 1965 California: the Grateful Dead, a countercultural force that helped define that decade's psychedelia movement, the rock band that blended wide-ranging genres from rock to jazz to reggae and earned an incredibly loyal fan base: the Dead Heads.
"There are a lot of honors that I've received and stuff like that, that I can live without, that I just don't relate to. In this particular case, I'm thinking this one does kind of ring true," he said. "My muse has always been the American musical tradition."
By the time founding member Jerry Garcia died in 1995 -- a year after the band was the inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame -- the group had attracted the most concertgoers in the history of the music business. It disbanded after Garcia's death, and still holds the world record for most concerts: 2,318.
Since then, the band has reformed in various iterations, including the Dead and Dead & Company, inviting other artists like John Mayer to join the lineup. The Grateful Dead is more cultural institution than band, a groovy slice of American history, nonconformists who will now sit next to the president of the United States while luxuriating in praise.
Original bandmates Garcia and Ron "Pigpen" McKernan, who died in 1973, will be in Weir's heart -- and, he said, hopefully represented onstage.
"We've already looked into this, so there's not posthumous presentation, so that's not a move on the board," he says. "But I'm busy scheming away on ways to bring their presence to that night's storytelling."

Bonnie Raitt. (Ken Friedman)


Bonnie Raitt attended the first Kennedy Center Honors in 1978, when her father paid tribute to Richard Rodgers. She took the stage twice over the years, as she paid tribute to Mavis Staples and Buddy Guy -- but she never expected to be in the balcony.
"Most of the time, it's people with decades of hit records or many, many hit movies or successful novels," Raitt said. "I basically welled up with tears when the reality of it set in. I don't know what'll be more wonderful: the actual awards, or hearing about it for the first time."
For nearly two decades, only those in the know knew about Bonnie Raitt. The rock-blues (-country-folk-R&B) guitarist and songwriter released her first album in 1971 and remained a cult favorite until her 1989 album, "Nick of Time."
Now 74, she's won 13 Grammys and was inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame in 2000. Rolling Stone has dubbed her among both the "100 Greatest Guitarists of All Time" and the "100 Greatest Singers of All Time."
Toss in her environmental and social activism -- which includes helping found MUSE, or Musicians United for Safe Energy, in 1979 -- and you'd be hard-pressed to explain how she's only being honored by the Kennedy Center now.
"I'm so proud to be representing how musicians can make a difference," Raitt said. "And, you know, as a lead guitar player and woman, there aren't that many of us around. I'm happy to be acknowledged for that as well."
But she might be most looking forward to seeing old friends, the ones she doesn't get to connect with as tours take her around the country.
"To have them all in one town for the same two days is unbelievable," Raitt said. "What do you call Disneyland for artists who don't get to hang out with friends? This would be it."

Arturo Sandoval. (Jeremy Lock)


The Honor is yet another laurel for 74-year-old Arturo Sandoval, widely considered one of the world's greatest trumpet players and composers. If there's an accolade to be given, Sandoval's probably received it. A Grammy? Try 10. Billboard Awards? How about six? An Emmy? Why not? The Presidential Medal of Freedom? Bestowed by Barack Obama.
He was born in 1949 in a small town outside Havana and grew up studying American jazz -- and soon found international acclaim. During a 1990 tour with the U.N. Orchestra on an invite from his mentor and friend Dizzy Gillespie, he slipped into the U.S. Embassy in Rome to seek asylum, along with his wife and teenage son. They successfully defected from Cuba.
Sandoval might be touched by the Kennedy Center Honors, but he's also motivated by it. What matters more than how "good you are as a baseball player or engineer or musician or whatever is how you behave as a human," he said. "Your attitude, and how you treat people and help others."
"I feel completely overwhelmed," Sandoval added. "My English is not good enough to express my gratitude, my emotion."
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How 'Love Island USA' dethroned 'Love Island UK'
The dating show became a cultural phenomenon in Britain. Now Americans are hooked, too.
By Ilana Kaplan | 2024-07-18

According to preliminary data from Nielsen, Peacock's "Love Island USA" has become the No. 1 reality show in the United States across all streaming platforms. (Ben Symons/Peacock)


Soon after "Love Island" premiered in Britain in 2015, the series -- which followed a rotating cast of young, Instagram-attractive singles looking for love -- became nightly appointment viewing during sweltering summers.
"Love Island" follows hotties living in a tropical villa, where they go feral, are filmed 24 hours a day and couple (and recouple), on a show that's broadcast six nights a week, typically over eight weeks. The arrival of "bombshells" -- new sexy singles -- causes romantic chaos as the cast members compete for a prize of 50,000 pounds, or about $65,000 (which viewers vote on), and perhaps a new significant other.
For reality TV fans, "Love Island" wasn't just a show -- it became a cultural phenomenon. As the series was syndicated to the United States, it fueled an obsession with a "Love Island" lifestyle, British culture and cheeky Britishisms like "mugged off" (dumped) or having a "banter" (chat), as well as jokes about the personalized water bottles the Islanders constantly lugged around.
After four years on the air in Britain, the show finally launched an American version in 2019. With the hype surrounding the original series, expectations were high. However, "Love Island USA" landed on CBS, which, in a nutshell, sucked the fun out of the show because Federal Communications Commission regulations meant taming it for American television. (Also, half the pleasure of the U.K. franchise was the accents -- and while there were a handful of international cast members on the U.S. series, American accents aren't quite as entertaining.) In 2022 it switched to the streaming service Peacock, where there was a bit more raunchiness permitted and a lot more of the Bravo fandom watching. Still, it hadn't fully found its footing.
This summer that all changed. The show has a new host and a diverse cast, and American fans finally fell for the series, with many saying it has begun to outshine the original version. Now, according to preliminary data from Nielsen, "Love Island USA" has become the No. 1 reality show in the United States across all streaming platforms.
From the moment Ariana Madix sashayed into the colorful Fiji villa sporting a dripping, golden revenge gown and a devilish twinkle in her eye, viewers should have assumed, as "Love Island USA's" newest host, that she would be adding an edge to the series. After all, Madix has been a fixture of one of reality TV's most iconic shows, "Vanderpump Rules," for 11 seasons. Even more eyeballs have been on her since last year, when she catapulted to fame virtually overnight in the wake of #Scandoval, the cheating scandal between her and ex-partner Tom Sandoval. Casting Madix as the host of "Love Island USA" was some top-tier reality TV drama, considering it was the reality show her ex famously refused to watch with her.

"Vanderpump Rules" star Ariana Madix is "Love Island USA's" newest host. (Ben Symons/Peacock)


Not only were "Love Island" fans tuning in this time around, but "VPR" viewers were, too. "I have seen a lot of people comment that they haven't watched before, but they started watching because I was hosting and they stayed because of how great the show was," Madix says. "I am a fan, I am invested in everything that's going on. I really do care." In her "ideal world," she adds, everyone would find themselves in a "long-term, great relationship coming out of the show and live happily ever after."
Simon Thomas, president of ITV Entertainment and head of international programming, can't help but notice parallels between Madix and the late "Love Island" host Caroline Flack. "She's the older sister that the Islanders want to be or grow up to be, and she's been publicly unlucky in love," he says. "And that's tough, but it's relatable."
Of course, it isn't solely Madix who has helped the show hit its stride. The casting, and the chemistry that's come from it, have been divine. Madix herself called the cast both "insane" and "perfect" in an interview with "Entertainment Tonight." According to Thomas, the "magic" comes from the fact that there are no "hard-and-fast rules" when it comes to selecting Islanders. "You have to be really, really ridiculously good-looking," he says. "And you have to be able to chat."
This season, there's Rob, a snake-catching, overalls-sporting hunk from Season 5's Casa Amor who experienced a poolside breakdown and seems to flip-flop from charmer to walking red flag. (Casa Amor is a separate villa filled with tempting new singles. Islanders are sent there midway through the season to test their existing relationships.) Then there's JaNa Craig, who loves to read the dictionary, had an epic, tearful rant about plants and has been vulnerable about the exhaustion of repeated rejection. The animal-obsessed Leah Kateb and her dry sense of humor have repeatedly been at the center of the show's drama.
Serena Page, who had been with Kordell Beckham since the beginning, not only gave the brother of NFL star Odell Beckham Jr. a scathing takedown for bringing his Casa Amor connection Daia McGhee back to the villa but flipped a plate of eggs and avocado toast he made for her onto his bare chest. Then there's the exhausting romance between Kaylor Martin and Aaron Evans -- he won "The Traitors UK" -- which has been plagued by the aftereffects of his Casa Amor connection with Daniela Ortiz Rivera. If it sounds complicated, it is. But it's been nothing short of the TV equivalent of a chef's kiss. 
Ira Madison III, a writer and co-host of the podcast "Keep It," likens the dynamics of this season to competition shows like "Big Brother" and "Survivor," and says it's made "Love Island USA" must-see TV. "It's a competitive sort of aspect to the game that's happening this summer, in a way that I haven't really seen," he says. "If these people were in the 'Big Brother' house, they'd be playing that game well, too."

Friendships develop quickly on "Love Island USA." "That [closeness] makes the stakes high when you're watching dramatic moments, or if a recoupling is happening, and you're not sure who's going home, it really matters to everyone there," Madix says. (Ben Symons/Peacock)


And yet, one of the most compelling aspects of this season has had nothing to do with the flings or the flirting -- it's been the friendships. For the most part, the women on the show have been fiercely loyal to one another, even when vying for the same male suitor.
Ben Thursby-Palmer, the show's executive producer, calls the ladies this season "the Spice Girls of Love Island." "They are a really eclectic bunch of people, but they really support each other," he says. There have also been times on the show when the men seemed to like each other more than the women they're supposed to be pursuing. One of the core bromances has been between Rob and Aaron, and dating the same woman -- like Daniela -- has never gotten in the way of their bond.
"That [closeness] makes the stakes high when you're watching dramatic moments, or if a recoupling is happening, and you're not sure who's going home, it really matters to everyone there," Madix says. "I think that feeling translates to the audience feeling like all of these things really matter when you're watching them."
The current season, which concludes on Sunday, also brought new twists. For instance, male contestants could choose whether they wanted to go to Casa Amor, and if they did, they'd sneak off into the night. "They didn't even have to go, but they chose to leave. So for the girls back in the villa, [it's like] good to know that they chose that. It's just [about] living in your choices a lot more this year," Thursby-Palmer says.
The producers also created a game that had a couple do a dance-off, which at the end would reveal whether one of them wanted to recouple. "It's a very creative and almost diabolical twist to the most simple and mundane aspects of the show [that] I think made the drama that much more heightened and exciting," says Mariah Smith, a writer and co-host of "Smith Sisters Live" on Sirius XM's Radio Andy.
While Season 6 has been addictive for viewers this summer, the team behind "Love Island USA" isn't strategizing or thinking ahead on how to build on the momentum.
Thursby-Palmer says, laughing, "I'm just trying to get through this season, to be honest."
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'National Anthem': America at its openhearted best
Luke Gilford's gentle coming-of-age drama offers an appealing alternate vision of the American West.
By Ty Burr | 2024-07-18

Charlie Plummer, left, and Mason Alexander Park star in "National Anthem." (LD Entertainment)


Who owns the American flag? All of us, obviously, but some would say it's been co-opted in recent years by people who love this country for what they think it once was rather than what it still could be. For too many, the flag symbolizes democracy, equality and the freedom to live as one wants for everyone except the people they don't like. But others would like to have their American flag back, and if that means putting up a rainbow flag next to it to underscore the point, so be it.
What does any of this have to do with a movie review? When the movie is called "National Anthem," a lot. "The Star-Spangled Banner" is sung at the end of Luke Gilford's gentle coming-of-age story by an impeccably dressed drag queen opening a queer rodeo put on by a local chapter of the 40-year-old International Gay Rodeo Association. Yes, that organization exists. So do these people. It's their flag, too.
At the center of the film is Dylan (Charlie Plummer), a rawboned 21-year-old living in the Rio Grande Valley south of Albuquerque with a much younger brother, Cassidy (Joey DeLeon), and a mother, Fiona (Robyn Lively), who's climbed most of the way out of the bottle but not far enough. Dylan gets by on day jobs in construction and digging gravel; he has vague dreams of buying an RV and going ... somewhere, but in a real sense, he's waiting for life to happen.
A gig at a remote ranch introduces the boy to a community of gender-fluid rodeo riders and particularly to Sky (Eve Lindley), who appears to him like Venus on a quarter horse and with whom he's instantly smitten. Lindley is a model and actress with the charisma of a dangerous gamine -- Sky is drawn to Dylan, too, but her main relationship is with the ranch's owner Pepe (Rene Rosado), and there's some question of whether she's just fishing for this season's plaything.
Gilford, a filmmaker and photographer who grew up in the area and whose father was a professional rodeo rider, establishes the ranch as a warm, inviting community with subterranean tensions, and he lets the attraction between Dylan and Sky build and crest with abandon, augmented by the stray mushroom trip and lit up with all the colors of the American Southwest, captured by cinematographer Katelin Arizmendi with a sunset-bruised fidelity.
The score by Nick Urata, with songs by Perfume Genius, adds to a lazy, powerful current of erotic energy coursing through the film. "National Anthem" is that rarity, a genuinely sensual American movie, and in that sensuality it connects its characters to the transcendence and union promised by Emerson, Whitman, Melville and all the rest of our country's great literary dreamers.
The storyline? It's pretty slack, and there are times "National Anthem" opts for mere prettiness when more footage of the rodeo circuit would have grounded the film in a welcome documentary reality. But Plummer -- he played the homeless teen who befriends a horse in the touching, little-seen "Lean on Pete" (2018) -- has a natural gravitas that brings to mind classic western figures, which makes Dylan's accepting of and acceptance into the ranch community charmingly subversive. Especially when he dons drag for a karaoke rendition of Melissa Etheridge's "The Only One," and a Dylan who has been buried far beneath the surface suddenly, ebulliently bursts free.
A subplot in which Dylan brings his little brother to the ranch after their mother relapses is there to signal the open-mindedness of the coming generation, but it feels forced. "Are you a boy or a girl?" Cassidy asks Carrie (Mason Alexander Park), a drag queen who has become Dylan's confidant and protector. "Both," Carrie replies. "Cool," says Cassidy. That howling you hear is the sound of Moms for Liberty in full bay.

Eve Lindley, left, and Charlie Plummer in "National Anthem." (LD Entertainment)


Similarly, the character of the mother gets a Big Speech toward the end that Lively almost manages to lift off the page into life. For Gilford's debut feature, it's still a good start. "National Anthem" is at its openhearted, poetically inclined best when observing an alternate vision of the American West that's no less possible for being radical (and no less radical for being possible) -- where the rugged individual is downplayed in favor of the supportive extended family, where the reinvention promised by the frontier embraces gender and sexuality, and where the landscape is wide and forgiving enough for an inarticulate young man to, as the quietly wise Carrie puts it, "find his people."
A land of the free, in other words, and a home of the brave.
R. At Landmark E Street Cinema, AMC Georgetown, AMC Hoffman Center and AMC Tysons Corner. Contains sexual content, graphic nudity, language and some drug use. 96 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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The winners and losers of the 2024 Emmy nominations
"The Bear" broke a record this time, beating "30 Rock" for most nominations for a comedy series in a single year, with a whopping 23 nominations.
By Lili Loofbourow | 2024-07-17

Jon Hamm as sheriff and patriarch Roy Tillman in "Fargo." (Michelle Faye/FX/AP)


The Year of Jon Hamm has paid off. The Television Academy recognized the former "Mad Men" actor, whose flurry of recent projects all seem to comment on his own iconicity, with not one but two Emmy nominations: one for outstanding lead actor, in "Fargo" (as ultraconservative sheriff and patriarch Roy Tillman), and another for outstanding supporting actor, for his work as sketchy billionaire Paul Marks in "The Morning Show."
In fact, nominations for the 76th Emmy Awards, announced Wednesday morning, were so thoroughly unsurprising they may as well have been scripted. "Shogun," an obvious favorite for best drama, got 25 nominations, including lead actress for Anna Sawai and lead actor for Hiroyuki Sanada. "The Crown" (which sometimes felt custom-made for these awards, and has indeed won 21) received a healthy send-off with 18. And "The Bear," which cleaned up at the delayed 75th Emmy Awards show back in January, broke the record this time -- beating "30 Rock" for most nominations for a comedy series in a single year, with a whopping 23 nominations.
Of course Andrew Scott got nominated for his work in "Ripley." Of course Richard Gadd got nominated for the runaway Netflix hit "Baby Reindeer." (The limited series, which has courted controversy -- and a lawsuit -- received 11 nominations.) It was practically a given that Jean Smart would be nominated for "Hacks," Juno Temple for "Fargo," and Jodie Foster and Kali Reis for "True Detective: Night Country."
But there were a few twists. Gratifying developments included a nod to "Reservation Dogs" for best comedy (and wholly appropriate snubs for "The Regime" and the lackluster "Frasier" reboot), as well as nominations for Jonathan Bailey and Matt Bomer for their exceptional work in "Fellow Travelers." "The Gilded Age," which I think of as shameless and mediocre Emmy bait, got only six nominations. That feels low. (Sadly, "The Morning Show," which occupies a similar category, to my mind, collected an absurd 16 nominations.)
That comedies such as "Hacks," "Curb Your Enthusiasm" and "Only Murders in the Building" did very well is a comfort to those of us who feel as if high-quality programs such as "The Bear" have no business competing in the comedy category, and might be disincentivizing actual, well, jokes. (More on this in a moment!)

Nominations for the 76th Primetime Emmy Awards were announced on July 17. The show will be broadcast live on ABC on Sept. 15.


Series that overperformed expectations include Apple TV Plus's "Lessons in Chemistry" and Donald Glover's "Mr. & Mrs. Smith." (He and co-star Maya Erskine were both nominated, and the show is up for best drama.) Then there's "Feud: Capote vs. the Swans." Tom Hollander deserves recognition for his portrayal of the embattled author as he struggled with his demons, but it's slightly surprising that the Ryan Murphy series did as well as it did, garnering nominations for Naomi Watts and Diane Lane, as well as a posthumous nod to Treat Williams. (This was FX's year; the network won the most nominations in its history. And, relatedly, Hulu's -- which can boast that it had the Top 3 most-nominated shows between "Shogun," "The Bear" and "Only Murders in the Building.")
It's tradition at this point to niggle at the Emmy nominations, so, sure, there were glaring omissions. It's particularly astonishing that Robert Downey Jr. -- who plays every major White role in the show as a joke! That is the joke! -- was the only actor to receive an Emmy nod for HBO's "The Sympathizer." Justice for Hoa Xuande!
It's tradition, too, to complain about the categories. There have been some improvements: Ayo Edebiri, for instance, was nominated in the "lead" rather than "supporting" category for her work on "The Bear" this time. That feels right.
But then, well, there's "Fishes." That mesmerizing, agonizing episode of "The Bear" that landed no fewer than three of its guest stars Emmy nominations this week. It's a truism by now that the series about traumatized chefs is a "comedy" in name only. The show is so anxiety-inducing, so stuffed with pain, that it has more or less made a punchline out of the category. Look: "Fishes" is amazing. A triumphant, thoroughly believable, nightmare episode of television. Jamie Lee Curtis deserves that award. Her work as Donna Berzatto, as volatile and dysfunctional a mother as Hollywood's ever seen, is indelible. So does Jon Bernthal for the confidence and charm and edge with which he portrays the missing figure at the heart of "The Bear." But Bob Odenkirk? Bob Odenkirk! I will maintain to my dying day that Rhea Seehorn deserved not one but several Emmys for her bravura performance as Kim Wexler.  And if the guy who turned Jimmy McGill into the slimeball we know as Saul Goodman finally wins an Emmy for his acting -- not for "Better Call Saul," but for guest-starring as an evil-stepdad-type in "The Bear" -- well, that'll be a better joke than any we've actually seen in the series.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/tv/2024/07/17/emmy-nominations-winners-losers-snubs/



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



'Twisters' blows away the summer competition
Glen Powell stars in "Twisters," a well-crafted action-romance that arrives like a much-needed cool breeze.
By Ty Burr | 2024-07-17

As storm season intensifies, storm-chasers find themselves squarely in the paths of multiple storm systems converging over central Oklahoma.


What does anyone want from a summer blockbuster, anyway?
Good-looking stars, some witty banter, characters you can believe in for a couple of hours. Enough of what the MPAA ratings board calls "intense action and peril" to make you feel you got your money's worth in adrenaline, but not so much that you feel bludgeoned or pandered to. You don't want it to be too brainy, or too brainless. Half a brain is about right.
The surprise of summer 2024 is that "Twisters" checks almost every item on that punch list, which is a lot more than a sequel that no one asked for deserves. Die-hard fans of the original 1996 "Twister" may regret that there are no poorly digitized flying cows this time around -- refreshingly, the new film avoids nostalgic shout-outs altogether -- but they may be too busy dodging airborne trucks, RVs, trolley cars and a movie screen showing the original 1931 "Frankenstein" to notice.
Where "Twister" was a remarriage story disguised as a disaster film, "Twisters" is largely a rom-com in a wind tunnel. It's established early that the young meteorologist Kate Carter (Daisy Edgar-Jones) has the same ESP for incoming tornadoes that Bill Paxton had in the first film, which doesn't prevent tragedy from hitting her team in the field and taking a bunch of fine young actors with it.
Cut to five years later, and Kate is coaxed out of a New York desk job and back to Oklahoma by fellow survivor Javi (Anthony Ramos), who has a new, murkily sponsored radar technology he wants to test out and needs Kate's nose for wind. One of the changes apparent since 1996 is that the internet and YouTube have created an army of storm-chasing amateur weather "influencers" who get in the professionals' way, chief among them Tyler Owens (Glen Powell), a preening cowboy who calls himself the "Tornado Wrangler" and has a ragtag crew of hard-living, drone-flying, tattooed misfits.

Kate (Daisy Edgar-Jones), Javi (Anthony Ramos) and Tyler (Glen Powell) weather the storm in "Twisters." (Melinda Sue Gordon/Universal Pictures/Warner Bros. Pictures/Amblin Entertainment)


Kate's tightly wound, Tyler's as loose as a goose. It's the old story, but a good one when the players bring the stuff, and these two do. Edgar-Jones ("Normal People," "Where the Crawdads Sing") has a straightforward, intelligent presence that powers her through the mayhem while letting you see Kate's residual PTSD; she's not the F5 force of nature Helen Hunt was in the first film, but the part's not written that way.
Anyway, the microburst here is her co-star. Powell has been getting hyped as the Next Big Thing all year, and for a reason: He is. Anyone who saw Richard Linklater's "Hit Man" in its theatrical run (it's still playing on Netflix, watch already) knows it, and while the romantic chemistry in "Twisters" isn't as off-the-charts as in that film, it's pleasurable enough, especially when Tyler dials down the arrogance and Kate dials up the expertise. As an actor, Powell combines wit, confidence and decency in ways that feel more welcome than fresh; he's a little like Chris Evans with sharper reflexes. Can he do heavy drama? I don't care. He can do this, and superbly.
The supporting players don't represent as deep a bench of "that guy" energy as the 1996 original, which boasted Philip Seymour Hoffman, Cary Elwes, Todd Field, Alan Ruck and more. But the cast does feature such off-Hollywood talents as Katy O'Brian ("Love Lies Bleeding"), Sasha Lane ("American Honey"), Brandon Perea ("Nope") and a blessedly sane Maura Tierney as Kate's mom.

From left, Brandon Perea, Harry Hadden-Paton and Glen Powell in "Twisters." (Universal Pictures/Warner Bros. Pictures/Amblin Entertainment)


I wish I could tell you more about the plot, but do you really need to know? Blah blah blah science blah blah blah polymers blah blah blah evil real estate villains. What you do need to know: tornadoes on fire. Twenty-eight years of improvements in digital effects have made the meteorological cataclysms in "Twisters" bigger, more detailed and scarier than in the first movie. There's a nighttime rodeo sequence that becomes a terrifying maelstrom of panic and split-second decision-making, and a ride through an exploding gas refinery that delivers on your most fundamental lizard-brain summer-movie needs.
The difference is that "Twisters" emphasizes the terrible human cost of weather disasters even more than the first film, and there are grace notes of connection in the script by Mark L. Smith and Joseph Kosinski that are brought to life by director Lee Isaac Chung. Chung's last film was the sweet, handmade Oscar winner "Minari" (2020), and, as is the proper order of events in Hollywood, he has been handed the keys to a megabudget franchise film to see what he can do. Apparently, he can do it all.

Lily (Sasha Lane) gets a hand from Tyler (Glen Powell) in "Twisters." (Melinda Sue Gordon/Universal Pictures/Warner Bros. Pictures/Amblin Entertainment)


"Twisters" isn't art and doesn't want to be. Like "Twister," it'll never be held up as a classic but will instead be reliably watched for the next 28 years until someone gives us "Twister 3: Maximum Vorticity."
Provided we're around, that is. Would it have killed anyone to mention, even in passing, man-made climate change -- the reason for the dramatic increase in severe weather both on the screen and in recent reality? Even if director Chung has stated that he didn't want to insert a lecture into the movie, there's plenty of room between lecturing and sticking your head in the sand. But I guess the last thing most people want from a summer blockbuster is a reminder of what's waiting for them when the movie's over.
PG-13. At area theaters. Contains intense action and peril, some language, and injury images. 122 minutes.
Ty Burr is the author of the movie recommendation newsletter Ty Burr's Watch List at tyburrswatchlist.com.
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Ingrid Andress apologizes for poor national anthem, says she'll seek rehab
The four-time Grammy nominee drew mockery for her rendition of "The Star-Spangled Banner" at the Home Run Derby.
By Ben Brasch | 2024-07-17

Ingrid Andress sings the national anthem before the 2024 Home Run Derby in Arlington, Tex., on Monday. (Daniel Shirey/MLB Photos/Getty Images)


Singer Ingrid Andress, who has been skewered for her rendition of the national anthem on national television Monday, says she was drunk during the performance and is checking into a rehabilitation facility.
The four-time Grammy nominee sang a rough rendition of America's notoriously difficult national anthem, "The Star-Spangled Banner," at the MLB Home Run Derby on Monday night. News outlets reported that her version was "rocky" and "botched." The Daily Beast went with a headline of "America Unites Over New All-Time Worst national anthem Performance."
On Tuesday, Andress laid it out on Instagram: "I was drunk last night. I'm checking myself into a facility today to get the help I need. That was not me last night. I apologize to MLB, all the fans and this country I love so much for that rendition."
The country singer's label Warner Music Nashville did not immediately respond to a request for comment Tuesday.
Andress has seen success, with two songs making it to the Billboard Hot 100 chart. The most recent song to chart was "Wishful Drinking," a collaboration with five-time Grammy nominee Sam Hunt, from her 2022 album, "Good Person."
The 32-year-old got her start as a Nashville songwriter, including with the 2017 Charli XCX hit "Boys" and Bebe Rexha's "Girl in the Mirror" (2019), according to the Associated Press.
Andress has a connection to baseball. Her father, Brad Andress, was a strength and conditioning coach who worked with the Detroit Tigers from 1990 to 1999, as well as the Colorado Rockies from 2000 to 2008 and New York Mets in 2011, according to Baseball Reference.
She learned life on the road from her father while he was with the Rockies, she told an Illinois radio station in 2020: "It taught me early on that I'm okay wherever I go because I'll always be able to figure out like what to do and how to adapt. It really gets you out of your comfort zone and makes you okay with things that you wouldn't normally do."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/music/2024/07/16/ingrid-andress-national-anthem-drunk-rehab/
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2024 Emmy nominations list: 'The Bear,' 'Shogun' and 'Fallout' receive nods
The 76th Emmy Award nominations held few big surprises: "Shogun" earned the most nominations for a drama, while "The Bear" continues to dominate as a comedy.
By Olivia McCormack | 2024-07-17
Emmy season is upon us once again.
If it feels too soon for another night of celebrating the small screen, that's because the 2023 Emmys were postponed due to the actors and writers strikes and didn't take place until January. This year's awards cover shows aired between June 1, 2023, and May 31, 2024, with nominations announced by past Emmy Award winners Tony Hale ("Veep") and Sheryl Lee Ralph ("Abbott Elementary") alongside Television Academy Chair Cris Abrego.
The 76th Emmy Awards ceremony will be broadcast live on Sunday, Sept. 15, from 8 to 11 p.m. Eastern on ABC.
You can see our abbreviated list of nominees below; find the complete list at emmys.com.
"The Crown"
"Fallout"
"The Gilded Age"
"The Morning Show"
"Mr. & Mrs. Smith"
"Shogun"
"Slow Horses"
"3 Body Problem"
Jennifer Aniston, "The Morning Show"
Carrie Coon, "The Gilded Age"
Maya Erskine, "Mr. & Mrs. Smith"
Anna Sawai, "Shogun"
Imelda Staunton, "The Crown"
Reese Witherspoon, "The Morning Show"
Idris Elba, "Hijack"
Donald Glover, "Mr. & Mrs. Smith"
Walton Goggins, "Fallout"
Gary Oldman, "Slow Horses"
Hiroyuki Sanada, "Shogun"
Dominic West, "The Crown"
Christine Baranski, "The Gilded Age"
Nicole Beharie, "The Morning Show"
Elizabeth Debicki, "The Crown"
Greta Lee, "The Morning Show"
Lesley Manville, "The Crown"
Karen Pittman, "The Morning Show"
Holland Taylor, "The Morning Show"
Tadanobu Asano, "Shogun"
Billy Crudup, "The Morning Show"
Mark Duplass, "The Morning Show"
Jon Hamm, "The Morning Show"
Takehiro Hira, "Shogun"
Jack Lowden, "Slow Horses"
Jonathan Pryce, "The Crown"
"Abbott Elementary"
"The Bear"
"Curb Your Enthusiasm"
"Hacks"
"Only Murders in the Building"
"Palm Royale"
"Reservation Dogs"
"What We Do in the Shadows"
Quinta Brunson, "Abbott Elementary"
Ayo Edebiri, "The Bear"
Selena Gomez, "Only Murders in the Building"
Maya Rudolph, "Loot"
Jean Smart, "Hacks"
Kristen Wiig, "Palm Royale"
Matt Berry, "What We Do in the Shadows"
Larry David, "Curb Your Enthusiasm"
Steve Martin, "Only Murders in the Building"
Martin Short, "Only Murders in the Building"
Jeremy Allen White, "The Bear"
D'Pharaoh Woon-A-Tai, "Reservation Dogs"
Lionel Boyce, "The Bear"
Paul W. Downs, "Hacks"
Ebon Moss-Bachrach, "The Bear"
Paul Rudd, "Only Murders in the Building"
Tyler James Williams, "Abbott Elementary"
Bowen Yang, "Saturday Night Live"
Carol Burnett, "Palm Royale"
Liza Colon-Zayas, "The Bear"
Hannah Einbinder, "Hacks"
Janelle James, "Abbott Elementary"
Sheryl Lee Ralph, "Abbott Elementary"
Meryl Streep, "Only Murders in the Building"
"Baby Reindeer"
"Fargo"
"Lessons in Chemistry"
"Ripley"
"True Detective: Night Country"
Jodie Foster, "True Detective: Night Country"
Brie Larson, "Lessons in Chemistry"
Juno Temple, "Fargo"
Sofia Vergara, "Griselda"
Naomi Watts, "Feud: Capote vs. the Swans"
Matt Bomer, "Fellow Travelers"
Richard Gadd, "Baby Reindeer"
Jon Hamm, "Fargo"
Tom Hollander, "Feud: Capote vs. the Swans"
Andrew Scott, "Ripley"
Dakota Fanning, "Ripley"
Lily Gladstone, "Under the Bridge"
Jessica Gunning, "Baby Reindeer"
Aja Naomi King, "Lessons in Chemistry"
Diane Lane, "Feud: Capote vs. the Swans"
Nava Mau, "Baby Reindeer"
Kali Reis, "True Detective: Night Country"
Jonathan Bailey, "Fellow Travelers"
Robert Downey Jr., "The Sympathizer"
Tom Goodman-Hill, "Baby Reindeer"
John Hawkes, "True Detective: Night Country"
Lamorne Morris, "Fargo"
Lewis Pullman, "Lessons in Chemistry"
Treat Williams, "Feud: Capote vs. the Swans"
"The Daily Show"
"Jimmy Kimmel Live!"
"Late Night With Seth Meyers"
"The Late Show With Stephen Colbert"
"The Amazing Race"
"RuPaul's Drag Race"
"Top Chef"
"The Traitors"
"The Voice"
"66th Grammy Awards"
"76th Annual Tony Awards"
"The Apple Music Super Bowl LVIII Halftime Show Starring Usher"
"The Greatest Roast of All Time: Tom Brady"
"The Oscars"
"Celebrity Family Feud"
"Jeopardy!"
"Password"
"The Price Is Right at Night"
"Wheel of Fortune"
Steve Harvey, "Celebrity Family Feud"
Ken Jennings, "Jeopardy!"
Keke Palmer, "Password"
Jane Lynch, "Weakest Link"
Pat Sajak, "Wheel of Fortune"
"Antiques Roadshow"
"Diners, Drive-Ins and Dives"
"Love Is Blind"
"Queer Eye"
"Shark Tank"
"Below Deck Down Under"
"Love on the Spectrum U.S."
"RuPaul's Drag Race: Untucked"
"Vanderpump Rules"
"Welcome to Wrexham"
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Maggie Michael may be D.C.'s most vital, volatile painter
Michael's first major solo show since 2016, on view at Union Market, is a riveting reminder of the power of abstraction.
By Kriston Capps | 2024-07-17

Maggie Michael, "American Seance for CoBrA (Malachite)," 2022. (Maggie Michael)


To understand Maggie Michael's paintings, start from the bottom.
The lower third of "Heavy Tree, Funneling Heart" (2024) shows where the artist is coming from. This section features pours of paint that form glossy pools on the surface of the canvas, much like the latex paintings she first showed 20 years ago. Yet from these placid ponds, the painting funnels upward and outward, in an ecstatic shower of mixed-media abstraction, to point where she's going.
In "Understory," a show of Michael's recent works on view near Union Market, motion is always key. Tall vertical paintings such as "Boulder Monument (Orange)" (2020/2022) and "Moon Fall (Mt. Hood, Mt. Sopris, Clay)" (2024) evoke the volcanic action of an idea rising to the surface and spilling over. The latest works by Michael -- perhaps the most vital and visible D.C. painter since Sam Gilliam -- unfold as a series of volatile discoveries.

Maggie Michael, "Heavy Tree, Funneling Heart," 2024. (Maggie Michael)


Michael's lyrical painting is a reminder of the power of pure abstraction as a lens for finding the world, as it is and as it could be. That Michael's first major solo show since 2016 arrives at an all-time nadir for abstract-expressionist painting only makes the show more riveting.
Ten years ago, things were different. An overheated market was fixated on highly abstract post-minimalist painting, inviting a craze by collectors for "zombie formalism." But abstraction is no longer top of mind for curators and dealers. Instead, museums and galleries across the country are deeply engaged with figurative painting, tackling urgent issues about identity and representation. Some critics say the rebound has gone too far, subbing a fad for abstraction with a fever for "zombie figuration."

Maggie Michael, "Boulder Monument (Orange)," 2020/2022. (Maggie Michael)



Maggie Michael, "Antelope Falls, Nude Descending," 2024. (Maggie Michael)


Michael's style recalls mid-century ideals about the value of painting. Objects make frequent appearances on her canvases. A small grid-like device shows up in "Pink for Kiefer, Homage to Midgard" (2023-2024) and other works, a way of mentioning the hard-edge geometric tradition in abstract painting while also toying with the notion of the surface. The snakeskin that Michael pins to "Night Studio" (2024) is a casual quotation of Robert Rauschenberg, whose sculptural combines stretched the notion of painting with taxidermy and tires. She has an arsenal of abstract-expressionist strategies at her disposal, but as a stylist, she makes them all her own.

Maggie Michael, "Night Studio," 2024. (Maggie Michael)


Michael produced 15 of the paintings in "Understory" while working as an artist-in-residence at the Joan Mitchell Center in New Orleans. During her residency, Michael says, she tried to produce a diptych or triptych in tribute to Mitchell, the New York School artist who relished large-format paintings, but it didn't happen. That's not so surprising. Michael is a tighter painter, and her style is much more densely plotted. For "Understory," which occupies a space that once served as a Lululemon store, Michael uses the former fitting rooms to showcase a rotation of more than a dozen small paintings, some as little as 10 inches square -- small in scale but not in scope.
With its epic sweep, "Chagall's Horse Lands in Utah" (2021-2022) could easily take up an entire wall. In the painting, the loosest figure of a horse charges under an ocher orb that might signify a setting sun. Michael frames this circle with a stencil from player-piano print roll, another one of the artist's signature marks. This painting summons the vast reaches of a twilight dreamscape, but the actual production is quite condensed. Michael delivers novellas that read like myth.

Maggie Michael, "Chagall's Horse Lands in Utah," 2021-2022. (Maggie Michael)


"Chagall's Horse Lands in Utah" could be a fitting title for Michael's entire project. Her approach to drafting abstract sagas draws on a rich and distinctly American painterly tradition. One of her own paintings tests the rule: "American Seance for CoBrA (Malachite)" (2022) stands apart from the others, with a muddled, primitive, almost Crayola-like brushstroke. Both the title and style nod to CoBrA -- a collective of postwar European painters from Copenhagen (Co), Brussels (Br) and Amsterdam (A) -- and specifically within this group Karel Appel, the founder from Amsterdam. Nestled within this very non-American and un-Michael-like piece is a section of painting that resembles malachite, a mineral whose radial copper banding is prized by Navajo and Hopi tribes in the Southwest.
These vivid undercurrents bubble up in one painting after another, although the sheer size of "Understory" means that viewers might miss such moments. The show, assembled by Michael herself, features nearly 50 paintings staged on multiple levels. At 3,000 square feet, the space is vast enough that it doesn't feel cramped or forced; in fact, only an especially prolific artist could hope to fill it. But "Understory" risks being overwhelming. Two or three subsets of paintings in this show could easily stand on their own.

Maggie Michael, "Olympia's Odalesque," 2017/2018. (Maggie Michael)


The most difficult painting on view might also be the most figurative. The composition of "Olympia's Odalesque" (2017/2018) speaks directly to Edouard Manet's "Olympia" (1863), the reclining nude Venus whose hand rests on her thigh like a tarantula. In Michael's composition, a hard-edge rectangle intersected by a chevron conveys the thrust of a chaise longue within a frame. But the figure-ish shape inside that frame is cramped, its head missing, with only a nipple-like protrusion to suggest any feminine identity -- a bleak reading of the original.
It may take another biennial or two for expressionist paintings to come back into vogue. Abstraction has lost its place, perhaps, but none of its power. Swoops of texture and gesture in a painting such as "Antelope Falls, Nude Descending" (2024) can unlock a primal feeling, as poetry or music manifests goose bumps or heart palpitations. Michael's paintings dwell in that rush of blood, that sense of sensation.
1256 Fourth St. NE. unionmarketdc.com.
Dates: Through Aug. 3.
Prices: Free.
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Jeffries, Schumer privately warned Biden he could imperil Democrats
In separate meetings last week, the Democratic leaders pointed Biden to polls suggesting that his candidacy would damage the party's House and Senate candidates.
By Tyler Pager, Michael Scherer | 2024-07-18

House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries (D-N.Y.) and Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) speak to reporters in February. (Sarah L. Voisin/The Washington Post)


House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries and Senate Majority Leader Charles E. Schumer, in separate private meetings with President Biden last week, told him that his continued candidacy imperils the Democratic Party's ability to control either chamber of Congress next year.
Jeffries (D-N.Y.) met with Biden on Thursday night at the White House, and Schumer (D-N.Y.) met with him on Saturday in Rehoboth Beach, Del. In the meetings, the congressional leaders discussed their members' concerns that Biden could deprive them of majorities, giving Republicans a much easier path to push through legislation, according to four people briefed on the meetings who spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe the private talks.
In a separate one-on-one conversation, a person close to Biden told the president directly that he should end his candidacy, saying that was the only way to preserve his legacy and save the country from another Trump term, the person said. Biden responded that he adamantly disagreed with that opinion and that he is the best candidate to defeat Donald Trump. The person spoke on the condition of anonymity to describe a private conversation.
The Democratic leaders released short statements after the meetings, acknowledging only that they occurred but saying little or nothing about the substance. The Biden campaign and the White House also have not provided public summaries of the meetings.
White House spokesman Andrew Bates said Biden told Schumer and Jeffries in their private meetings that he would remain at the top of the ticket. "The President told both leaders he is the nominee of the party, he plans to win, and looks forward to working with both of them to pass his 100 days agenda to help working families," Bates said in a statement.
Rep. Adam Schiff (Calif.), the Democratic nominee for U.S. Senate in California and a close ally of former House speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), on Wednesday became the latest and most prominent House member to call on Biden to leave the race. Adding to the president's challenges, he was diagnosed with covid-19 on Wednesday, forcing him to curtail his campaign schedule.
Even before last month's presidential debate, in which Biden repeatedly stumbled, Democrats' internal polls showed his support trailing his 2020 levels by significant margins in key districts, according to people familiar with the data. Biden's team had long hoped that the debate would boost those numbers, but it has not worked out that way.
"Democratic House polls have not shown any change in congressional candidate standing since the debate," said one person familiar with the data, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because they were not authorized to discuss it publicly.
In the Senate, Democrats have a 51-49 majority, but Sen. Joe Manchin III (W.Va.), a longtime Democrat who recently switched to independent, is not seeking reelection, meaning the GOP will almost certainly recapture his seat. Even if Democrats win all the other contested seats, the result would be a 50-50 split -- meaning the Senate would be controlled by whichever party wins the White House, because the vice president casts the tiebreaking vote in the chamber.
That has deeply worried many Senate Democrats, given that Biden is trailing Trump in numerous battleground state polls in which Democratic Senate candidates continue to lead -- a sentiment Schumer expressed to Biden in their meeting. "Leader Schumer conveyed the views of his caucus," said Alex Nguyen, a spokesman for the senator.
In private meetings with larger groups of lawmakers, Biden has disputed the notion that he is losing to Trump or that he would hurt other Democrats and has cited polls as a defense, although he has not specified which ones prove his point, according to two of the people briefed on the matter.
The private warnings from Jeffries and Schumer are a striking message from the party's leaders and reflect the dire outlook among many Democrats after Biden's debate performance. Nearly two dozen members of Congress have publicly called on Biden to exit the race, and many more elected officials privately share that sentiment.
Pelosi and former president Barack Obama, who have spoken out about the state of the race in recent days, have expressed concern privately about the president's path forward, according to people familiar with their conversations who spoke on the condition of anonymity because the talks were private. Obama spoke with Biden after the debate, offering his support as a sounding board and private counselor for the man who was his vice president.
Biden has in recent days launched an energetic, sometimes combative, effort to hear out the concerns of fellow Democrats, meeting virtually with five groups of House lawmakers. He has also spoken privately with party leaders, including Pelosi and Rep. James E. Clyburn (S.C.).
Biden had a phone conversation on Friday with Rep. Suzan DelBene (D-Wash.), chair of the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee, which coordinates the party's House races, according to a person familiar with the call who spoke on the condition of anonymity because the conversation was private. A DCCC spokesman declined to comment.
Although their path to retaining their Senate majority has seemed shaky for some time, Democrats had seen a clear path to win back the House, which Republicans now control 220-213. With Trump leading Biden in the polls, Democrats fear that a failure to retake the House would give Trump and the far-right faction of the Republican Party a free hand to remake Washington.
The day after his meeting with Biden, Jeffries sent a letter to his Democratic House colleagues to inform them of his conversation, noting that he had requested the meeting.
"In my conversation with President Biden, I directly expressed the full breadth of insight, heartfelt perspectives and conclusions about the path forward that the Caucus has shared in our recent time together," Jeffries wrote, referring to the full caucus of House Democrats.
After his meeting Saturday, Schumer said in a statement, "I sat with President Biden this afternoon in Delaware; we had a good meeting."
In recent days, Democratic lawmakers and even top strategists working on Biden's reelection effort have grown increasingly concerned that the president is not getting a full picture of the state of the race. In particular, they worry that he has not met with his campaign's pollsters and, instead, has relied largely on the advice of a dwindling circle of longtime aides.
The back-and-forth is playing out alongside a related dispute over whether to proceed with a virtual roll call that would formally nominate Biden several weeks before the Democratic National Convention on Aug. 19-22. Some Democrats say that is a necessary move to ensure that Republicans cannot challenge Biden's nomination as coming too late; others complain that it is a ploy to cement his nomination before the delegates gather.
On Wednesday, the co-chairs of the convention's rules committee issued a letter saying that the virtual roll call would take place, but they promised it would not be rushed and would not occur before Aug. 1. The announcement came after some Democratic lawmakers had started protesting the process and urging the party to abandon it.
Paul Kane, Marianna Sotomayor and Leigh Ann Caldwell contributed to this report.
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