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        The Cases Against Trump: A Guide
        David A. Graham

        Sign up for The Decision, a newsletter featuring our 2024 election coverage.Donald Trump's luck in the courts has turned.Trump became the first former president to be convicted of a felony when a jury in Manhattan found him guilty of 34 counts in May. That followed decisive and costly losses in civil cases: Trump was fined more than half a billion dollars when courts found that he had defamed the writer E. Jean Carroll and committed financial fraud in his business.Since then, Trump has won a stri...

      

      
        The End of Biden's Candidacy Approaches
        David A. Graham

        At the start of the day yesterday, it was conceivable that Joe Biden might manage to hold on to the Democratic nomination for president. But this morning, things seem to be slipping out of his grasp.The blows to Biden were both procedural and political: The Democratic National Committee delayed a pivotal vote that would have made replacing him more difficult, a prominent Democrat called for Biden to step down, and reports of behind-the-scenes maneuvering made clear that other top party leaders ha...

      

      
        Elephants Are Doing Something Deeply Human
        Tove Danovich

        The best thing language has ever done for us, as far as I'm concerned, is give us the ability to talk with and about one another. Why bother with words if you can't get your friend's attention on a crowded street and pull them aside to complain about your nemesis? Language, that is to say, would be largely useless without names. As soon as a group is bigger than a handful of people, names become essential: Referring to someone who shares your cave or campfire as "that guy" goes only so far.  Perh...

      

      
        The Only Thing Left for Republicans to Debate About Trump
        Mark Leibovich

        It would be wrong to say that Republicans are now fully in alignment on all matters related to Donald Trump, that the intraparty debates about their nominee have been settled.For starters, there is this question: Should he be addressed from the podium as "President Donald J. Trump" or "President Donald John Trump?"Both versions have been in evidence at this week's Republican National Convention in Milwaukee, with most of the "Donald Johns" coming in official proclamations, such as the state-by-st...

      

      
        Trump's Wholesale Renovation of the Republican Party
        Kevin Townsend

        The Republican Party gathers in a triumphal mood in Milwaukee. Polls favor the GOP in 2024. The long-awaited vice-presidential pick has been made. And Donald Trump prepares to accept the nomination again, just as President Joe Biden faces calls across his party to step away from another run. Four months before the election, the contrast between the two parties is stark.Atlantic staff writer Tim Alberta is in Wisconsin for the Republican National Convention and sees a confidence there unlike anyth...

      

      
        Celine Dion May Never Perform Again
        Caitlin Dickerson

        Early in the documentary I Am: Celine Dion, you see a cellphone video of Dion lying on her side on the floor of a hotel room, moaning softly. She seems to want to speak but can't get out any words. Her body is stiff, her position unnatural. In the background, you can hear a man calling the concierge and asking for "the fire department, please, and a rescue unit." Another man tells Dion to push into his hand if she's in pain, but it's unclear if she can hear him. The scene would be difficult to wa...

      

      
        Please See <em>Twisters </em>in Theaters
        David Sims

        Late in Twisters, as an Oklahoma town is under threat from a giant tornado, a group of strapping heroes is seeking shelter and settles on an old-fashioned movie palace. In that moment, it's a practical choice--the theater is a big space with no windows--but I think I knew what the director Lee Isaac Chung was getting at: When all hell breaks loose, at least cinema will protect us. That's the best way to think about the old-school spectacle of Twisters, a 2024 update to the 1996 summer blockbuster T...

      

      
        The Cheapness of Luxury
        Bekah Waalkes

        In 1899, the American economist Thorstein Veblen theorized that consuming the right kinds of goods operated as a signal of social standing for members of the upper class. That's still true today, but some items are so elite that one needs more than money to buy them. Such products speak even more loudly, more conspicuously, than their more available counterparts. Luxury brands such as Hermes, Patek Philippe, Ferrari, and Louis Vuitton, for instance, use vetting processes to ensure that their most...

      

      
        Why You Should Trust Your Gut
        Arthur C. Brooks

        Want to stay current with Arthur's writing? Sign up to get an email every time a new column comes out.If you are looking for a job right now, you're not alone. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, last month, 6.8 million Americans were not employed but looking to be. Many more people are in a job but interested in making a change: The Pew Research Center reported in 2022 that about one worker in five was either very likely or somewhat likely to look for a new job in the next six months.Th...

      

      
        Democrats Are Drifting Toward Disaster
        Ronald Brownstein

        As Donald Trump prepares to accept his third consecutive Republican presidential nomination tonight, Democrats remain trapped in a stalemate that could ease his return to the White House.The movement to force President Joe Biden to step aside has widespread support in the party, but probably not enough support to overcome his adamant refusal to do so. In turn, Biden's position against Trump in polls is weak enough to leave the incumbent with long odds of winning a second term--but not such slim od...

      

      
        J. D. Vance's Permanent Grin
        John Hendrickson

        J. D. Vance's speech at the Republican National Convention completed his transformation from Never Trumper to Trump's MAGA torchbearer.Vance dutifully spent his first five minutes praising the GOP leader sitting in front of him. "Consider the lies they told you about Donald Trump," he told the crowd. "And then look at that photo of him, defiant fist in the air."When he turned to policy, he sounded especially Trumpian. Under the Trump-Vance administration, he said, "When we allow newcomers into ou...

      

      
        I Thought I Understood the GOP. I Was Wrong.
        Stuart Stevens

        What happened to the Ohio GOP? For generations, it was the epitome of a sane, high-functioning party with a boringly predictable pro-business sentiment that seemed to perfectly fit the state. Today, it has been remade in the image of native son J. D. Vance, the first vice-presidential candidate to sanction coup-plotting against the U.S. government.In a speech to the Republican National Convention tonight that was virtually devoid of policy, he railed against corrupt elites and pledged his fealty ...

      

      
        How Risky Is COVID for an 81-Year-Old?
        Rachel Gutman-Wei

        Today, for the third time in two years, President Joe Biden tested positive for COVID-19, the White House said. The president was in Las Vegas--attempting to convince voters, donors, and his fellow lawmakers that he is still the candidate best poised to defeat former President Donald Trump in November--when he fell ill with a runny nose and cough, according to a White House statement. He's already taking the antiviral Paxlovid and will isolate at his home in Delaware.Since Biden's first two COVID b...

      

      
        Biden Has Failed to Halt the Revolt
        Russell Berman

        President Joe Biden has spent the past three weeks desperately trying to convince Democrats that he's still got what it takes to win reelection. He's campaigned more vigorously than he has in years, holding rallies, sitting for televised interviews, conducting an hour-long press conference, and pleading his case directly to members of Congress in phone calls and Zoom meetings.It's not working.Opposition to his candidacy is mounting as lawmakers see more and more polls showing Donald Trump ahead i...

      

      
        The Spiritual Allegiance to Trump Is Deepening
        Lora Kelley

        This is an edition of The Atlantic Daily, a newsletter that guides you through the biggest stories of the day, helps you discover new ideas, and recommends the best in culture. Sign up for it here.The Republican National Convention is more than halfway through, and the mood is serene--even spiritual. I spoke with my colleague Mark Leibovich, who is at the convention in Milwaukee, about how the attempted assassination of Donald Trump has only reinforced confidence within his party.But first, here a...

      

      
        Silicon Valley Got Their Guy
        Ali Breland

        When Donald Trump tapped Senator J. D. Vance of Ohio to be his running mate on Monday, far-right influencers were pleased. The announcement was met with a chorus of "we're so back" and all of its iterations from people who post very angrily, many via pseudonymous accounts, about things including the inferiority of women, the inferiority of Black people, the inferiority of gay people, and the inferiority of Jewish people."Vance has voiced support for mass deportations and legal immigration restric...

      

      
        When the Press Turns Its Back on Press Freedom
        Timothy McLaughlin

        Hong Kong's leaders have found plenty of help--whether from active colluders, the silently complicit, or the simply fearful--during their five-year campaign to rid the city of opposition and dissent. This week, the editors of one of America's most prominent newspapers may have made an unexpected contribution: A Wall Street Journal reporter says she was fired after choosing to stand up for press freedom in Hong Kong.Earlier today, Selina Cheng, a Journal reporter based in Hong Kong, announced in a s...

      

      
        A Century Ago, the Paris 1924 Summer Olympics
        Alan Taylor

        A hundred years ago, more than 3,000 athletes from 44 nations gathered in France for the Paris 1924 Summer Olympic Games (compared with 2024, when more than 10,000 athletes are expected from 206 nations). In 1924, competition took place in 126 events across 23 disciplines, at 17 Olympic venues in and around the city. Gathered below are images of the many events, athletes, and spectators at the 1924 Summer Olympics.To receive an email notification every time new photo stories are published, sign u...

      

      
        The Case for Calming Down
        Graeme Wood

        It took several hours to identify the corpse of the man who shot Donald Trump's ear last weekend and murdered a firefighter in the crowd behind him. During those hours, the fate of the presidential race and perhaps also the world depended on what investigators found. Iran had promised reprisal for Trump's 2020 assassination of Qassem Soleimani and, according to CNN, had recently redoubled its efforts. If the name of the assassin had come back as distinctively Persian, the United States and Iran m...

      

      
        Make America Hungary Again
        Zack Beauchamp

        At last week's NATO summit, one allied leader distinguished himself from the pack of those anxious about the possibility that Joe Biden might lose the November presidential election to Donald Trump: Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, the leader of the European Union's only authoritarian member state, accused his European peers of being "the people on the Titanic playing violins as the ship went down." Orban left the conference early on Thursday to meet with Trump in Florida--his second visit t...

      

      
        Simone Biles and the Limits of 'Work Ethic'
        Hannah Giorgis

        Three years ago, the celebrated gymnast Simone Biles made a pivotal career choice: She withdrew from competition in the Summer Olympics. Biles cited the "twisties" as her reason for bowing out, but the trivial-sounding term belied the serious risks of the phenomenon, which can make gymnasts lose control of their body. In Simone Biles Rising, a new four-part Netflix docuseries about Biles, another Olympian explains the potential consequences of such a mental disconnect. "You could die," the retire...

      

      
        The Atlantic hires Boris Kachka as Senior Editor for Books; Gal Beckerman Moves to Staff Writer
        The Atlantic

        The Atlantic is sharing news about the hire of Boris Kachka, most recently at the Los Angeles Times, as a senior editor for Books, and the move of senior editor Gal Beckerman to a staff-writer position. More details on the new roles for the two are below, as announced by deputy editor Jane Yong Kim.

From Jane Yong Kim:

"Boris is an elegant, experienced editor with deep knowledge of the literary landscape, a reporter's instinct, and a curiosity for the big ideas that are preoccupying readers. Bo...

      

      
        A New Development in the Debate About Instagram and Teens
        Caroline Mimbs Nyce

        The teens are on Instagram. That much is obvious. A majority of teens say they use the app, including 8 percent who say they use it "almost constantly," according to the Pew Research Center. And yet a lot is still unknown about what such extensive use might do to kids. Many people believe that it and other social-media apps are contributing to a teen mental-health crisis.Now, after years of contentious relationships with academic researchers, Meta is opening a small pilot program that would allow...

      

      
        Not Your Typical Prison Drama
        Shirley Li

        Early in the film Sing Sing, a group of inmates in the titular maximum-security prison gather for a brainstorming session. As members of the Rehabilitation Through the Arts (RTA) program, they have to pick their next play to stage, and one of them has suggested they come up with an original comedy. At first the men hesitate, but they gradually enter into a flow of pitches: One wants cowboys to be involved. Another suggests incorporating ancient Egypt as a setting. A fan of A Nightmare on Elm Stre...

      

      
        The Search for Alien Life Starts on Earth
        Marina Koren

        Antarctica is home to some of the most alien places on Earth. No trees interrupt the horizon. The landscape, all sharp edges, seems to go on forever until it drops off dramatically into the frigid sea. Everything is quiet, save for the crackle of ice and gusts of wind, and unbearably cold.  John Priscu, a microbial ecologist at Montana State University, has visited Antarctica 40 times for research since the mid-1980s. When he first made the trip, scientists weren't as worried about climate change...
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The Cases Against Trump: A Guide

Thirty-four felony convictions. Charges of fraud, election subversion, and obstruction. One place to keep track of the presidential candidate's legal troubles.

by David A. Graham




Sign up for The Decision, a newsletter featuring our 2024 election coverage.


Donald Trump's luck in the courts has turned.

Trump became the first former president to be convicted of a felony when a jury in Manhattan found him guilty of 34 counts in May. That followed decisive and costly losses in civil cases: Trump was fined more than half a billion dollars when courts found that he had defamed the writer E. Jean Carroll and committed financial fraud in his business.

Since then, Trump has won a string of victories, and the three remaining criminal cases against him seem deeply bogged down. A Supreme Court decision on July 1 threw into limbo the federal case against him for attempting to subvert the 2020 election. The justices ruled that a president is immune from prosecution for any "official" actions, and found that some of the allegations concerned official actions.

Two weeks later, Trump won another big long-shot victory when Judge Aileen Cannon, a Trump appointee, dismissed charges against him for hoarding classified documents in his residence at Mar-a-Lago. She concluded that the appointment of Special Counsel Jack Smith, who brought the case for the Justice Department, was not constitutional. The decision is likely to be appealed.

Meanwhile, criminal charges related to election subversion in Fulton County, Georgia, are indefinitely delayed amid litigation over whether Fani Willis, the prosecutor in that case, should be removed.

All of this means that Trump heads toward the election as a convicted felon and with three serious cases hanging over his head, but it also means that he is not likely to go on trial again before the election. That spares him time in court and deprives voters of a chance to know whether he committed many grave crimes. If Trump wins, many anticipate that he will direct the Justice Department to dismiss the federal charges against him.

Here's a summary of the major legal cases against Trump, including key dates, assessments of the gravity of the charges, and expectations about how they could turn out. This guide will be updated regularly as the cases proceed.

New York State: Fraud

In the fall of 2022, New York Attorney General Letitia James filed a civil suit against Trump, his adult sons, and his former aide Allen Weisselberg, alleging a years-long scheme in which Trump fraudulently reported the value of properties in order to either lower his tax bill or improve the terms of his loans, all with an eye toward inflating his net worth.

When?
 Justice Arthur Engoron ruled on February 16 that Trump must pay $355 million plus interest, the calculated size of his ill-gotten gains from fraud. The judge had previously ruled against Trump and his co-defendants in late September 2023, concluding that many of the defendants' claims were "clearly" fraudulent--so clearly that he didn't need a trial to hear them.

How grave was the allegation? 
 Fraud is fraud, and in this case, the sum of the fraud stretched into the hundreds of millions--but compared with some of the other legal matters in which Trump is embroiled, this is a little pedestrian. The case was also civil rather than criminal. But although the stakes are lower for the nation, they remain high for Trump: The size of the penalty appears to be larger than Trump can easily pay, and he also faces a three-year ban on operating his company.

What happens now?
 Trump has appealed the case. On March 25, the day he was supposed to post bond, an appeals court reduced the amount he must post from more than $464 million to $175 million. He must appeal by this summer.

Manhattan: Defamation and Sexual Assault

Although these other cases are all brought by government entities, Trump also faced a pair of defamation suits from the writer E. Jean Carroll, who said that Trump sexually assaulted her in a department-store dressing room in the 1990s. When he denied it, she sued him for defamation and later added a battery claim.

When? 
 In May 2023, a jury concluded that Trump had sexually assaulted and defamed Carroll, and awarded her $5 million. A second defamation case produced an $83.3 million judgment in January 2024.

How grave was the allegation? 
 Although these cases didn't directly connect to the same fundamental issues of rule of law and democratic governance that some of the criminal cases do, they were a serious matter, and a federal judge's blunt statement that Trump raped Carroll has gone underappreciated.

What happens now? 
 Trump has appealed both cases, and he posted bond for the $83.3 million in March. During the second trial, he also continued to insult Carroll, which may have courted additional defamation suits.

Manhattan: Hush Money

In March 2023, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg became the first prosecutor to bring felony charges against Trump, alleging that the former president falsified business records as part of a scheme to pay hush money to women who said they'd had sexual relationships with Trump.

When?
 The trial began on April 15 and ended with a May 30 conviction. Sentencing is scheduled for September 18.

How grave was the allegation?
 Many people have analogized this case to Al Capone's conviction on tax evasion: It's not that he didn't deserve it, but it wasn't really why he was an infamous villain. Trump did deserve it, and he's now a convicted felon. Moreover, although the charges were about falsifying records, those records were falsified to keep information from the public as it voted in the 2016 election. It was among the first of Trump's many attacks on fair elections. (His two impeachments were also for efforts to undermine the electoral process.) If at times this case felt more minor compared with the election-subversion or classified-documents cases, it's because those other cases have set a grossly high standard for what constitutes gravity.

What happens now?
 The next major step is sentencing. That was originally scheduled for July, but it has been delayed until September 18 while a judge considers Trump's argument that the U.S. Supreme Court's immunity decision invalidates his conviction.

Department of Justice: Mar-a-Lago Documents

Special Counsel Jack Smith charged Trump with 37 felonies in connection with his removal of documents from the White House when he left office, but Judge Aileen Cannon has dismissed the case, finding that Smith's appointment was not constitutional. Her decision is likely to be appealed. The charges included willful retention of national-security information, obstruction of justice, withholding of documents, and false statements. Trump took boxes of documents to properties, where they were stored haphazardly, but the indictment centered on his refusal to give them back to the government despite repeated requests.

David A. Graham: This indictment is different

When? 
 Smith filed charges in June 2023. On July 15, 2024, Cannon dismissed the charges. The timeline for any appeal is not yet clear. Smith faces a de facto deadline of January 20, 2025, at which point Trump, if reelected, would likely shut down a case.

How grave is the allegation? 
 These are, I have written, the stupidest crimes imaginable, but they are nevertheless very serious. Protecting the nation's secrets is one of the greatest responsibilities of any public official with classified clearance, and not only did Trump put these documents at risk, but he also (allegedly) refused to comply with a subpoena, tried to hide the documents, and lied to the government through his attorneys.

How plausible is a guilty verdict?
 That will depend on both the appeals court and the election. This once looked to be the most open-and-shut case: The facts and legal theory here are pretty straightforward. But Smith drew a short straw when he was randomly assigned Cannon, a Trump appointee who repeatedly ruled favorably for Trump and bogged the case down in endless pretrial arguments. Even before her dismissal of the case, some legal commentators accused her of "sabotaging" it.

Fulton County: Election Subversion

In Fulton County, Georgia, which includes most of Atlanta, District Attorney Fani Willis brought a huge racketeering case against Trump and 18 others, alleging a conspiracy that spread across weeks and states with the aim of stealing the 2020 election.

When? 
 Willis obtained the indictment in August 2023. The number of people charged makes the case unwieldy and difficult to track. Several of them, including Kenneth Chesebro, Sidney Powell, and Jenna Ellis, struck plea deals in the fall. Because a challenge to Willis's presence on the case isn't going to be heard until December, the case will not begin before the election.

How grave is the allegation? 
 More than any other case, this one attempts to reckon with the full breadth of the assault on democracy following the 2020 election.

How plausible is a guilty verdict? 
 Expert views differ. This is a huge case for a local prosecutor, even in a county as large as Fulton, to bring. The racketeering law allows Willis to sweep in a great deal of material, and she has some strong evidence--such as a call in which Trump asked Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger to "find" some 11,000 votes. Three major plea deals from co-defendants may also ease Willis's path, but getting a jury to convict Trump will still be a challenge. The case has also been hurt by the revelation of a romantic relationship between Willis and an attorney she hired as a special prosecutor. On March 15, Judge Scott McAfee declined to throw out the indictment, but he sharply castigated Willis.

Department of Justice: Election Subversion

Special Counsel Smith has also charged Trump with four federal felonies in connection with his attempt to remain in power after losing the 2020 election. This case is in court in Washington, D.C.

When? 
 A grand jury indicted Trump on August 1, 2023. The trial was originally scheduled for March but was frozen while the Supreme Court mulled whether the former president should be immune to prosecution. On July 1, 2024, the justices ruled that a president is immune from prosecution for official but not unofficial acts. They decided that some of Trump's post-election actions were official acts and sent the case back to the trial court to determine others. That likely means several more rounds of argument and appeal and all but ensures that the trial won't begin before the election. As with the other DOJ case, time is of the essence for Smith, because Trump, if reelected, could shut down a case upon taking office in January 2025.

David A. Graham: Trump attempted a brazen, dead-serious attack on American democracy

How grave is the allegation? 
 This case rivals the Fulton County one in importance. It is narrower, focusing just on Trump and a few key elements of the paperwork coup, but the symbolic weight of the U.S. Justice Department prosecuting an attempt to subvert the American election system is heavy.

How plausible is a guilty verdict? 
 It's very hard to say. Smith avoided some of the more unconventional potential charges, including aiding insurrection, and everyone watched much of the alleged crime unfold in public in real time, but no precedent exists for a case like this, with a defendant like this.



Additionally ...

In more than 30 states, cases were filed over whether Trump should be thrown off the 2024 ballot under a novel legal theory about the Fourteenth Amendment. Proponents, including J. Michael Luttig and Laurence H. Tribe in The Atlantic, argued that the former president is ineligible to serve again under a clause that disqualifies anyone who took an oath defending the Constitution and then subsequently participated in a rebellion or an insurrection. They said that Trump's attempt to steal the 2020 election and his incitement of the January 6 riot meet the criteria.

When?
 Authorities in several states ruled that Trump should be removed from the ballot, and the former president appealed to the Supreme Court. The justices ruled unanimously on March 4 that states could not remove Trump from the ballot. The conservative majority (over strenuous liberal objections) also closed the door on a post-election disqualification by Congress without specific legislation.

How grave is the allegation?
 In a sense, the claim made here was even graver than the criminal election-subversion cases filed against Trump by the U.S. Department of Justice and in Fulton County, Georgia, because neither of those cases alleges insurrection or rebellion. But the stakes were also much different--rather than criminal conviction, they concern the ability to serve as president.

What happens next?
 The question of disqualification seems to now be closed, with Trump set to appear on the ballot in every state.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/07/donald-trump-legal-cases-charges/675531/?utm_source=feed
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The End of Biden's Candidacy Approaches

Democratic leadership is making a more concerted effort to push him from the race.

by David A. Graham




At the start of the day yesterday, it was conceivable that Joe Biden might manage to hold on to the Democratic nomination for president. But this morning, things seem to be slipping out of his grasp.

The blows to Biden were both procedural and political: The Democratic National Committee delayed a pivotal vote that would have made replacing him more difficult, a prominent Democrat called for Biden to step down, and reports of behind-the-scenes maneuvering made clear that other top party leaders have lost faith in Biden's candidacy, even if they aren't willing to say so publicly yet.

The president's strategy for riding out the calls for him to step down was apparently to survive until a virtual roll-call vote sometime in July. (Even this might not have been enough: Elaine Kamarck, a political scientist at the Brookings Institution and a member of the DNC Rules Committee, told me last week that she was skeptical that would have done the trick. "There's work-arounds for all of these things," she said. "Monday night at the [Democratic National] Convention is really the drop-dead night.") But yesterday, the chairs of the committee said the vote would not occur until at least August 1. That means more time for more negative polls, more chances for the president to stumble, and most important of all, more rounds of significant defections.

After the assassination attempt on former President Donald Trump over the weekend, the revolt among prominent Democrats appeared to peter out, or at least pause. But as my colleague Russell Berman reported yesterday, the concerns among congressional Democrats have persisted--in part because of the risk of subjecting the country to another Trump administration and in part out of fears for their own down-ticket political fortunes.

Read: Biden has failed to halt the revolt

Representative Adam Schiff of California, currently running to become one of the state's senators, called for the president to step aside. He praised Biden's record but added, "A second Trump presidency will undermine the very foundation of our democracy, and I have serious concerns about whether the president can defeat Donald Trump in November."

Schiff's public statement is notable because he is a protege of former Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who is revered in the party for her strategic acumen and will to win, and it's unlikely he'd speak out without her knowledge and perhaps encouragement. According to Politico, Pelosi doesn't want to publicly call on Biden to back down, but she has been a de facto field general for efforts to nudge him out. CNN reports she told the president privately that he is dragging down the party. Pelosi isn't alone. Her successor as House Democratic leader, Hakeem Jeffries, and Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer both told Biden it would be better if he left the race, ABC's Jonathan Karl reported.

Biden's campaign also faces money woes. Not only has Trump erased what was expected to be a big advantage in fundraising, but Jeffrey Katzenberg, the president's close ally and major donor, privately told Biden that new cash is drying up as donors lose faith that he can win, according to Semafor. And MSNBC's Joe Scarborough, a steadfast media ally of the president's, suggested this morning that it's time for him to go. "It's really incumbent on people that are around Joe Biden to step up at this point and help the president, and help the man they love, and do the right thing," he said.

Strikingly, as Politico's Playbook notes, these Democrats are not making much effort to downplay the reports. Schumer's office called reports "idle speculation" but didn't quite deny them, saying, "Leader Schumer conveyed the views of his caucus." Jeffries's office said that his counsel to Biden was private.

David Frum: Biden's heartbreaking press conference

The only person who can get Biden out of the race right now is Biden. Other Democrats have little recourse but pressure. Although the president has remained publicly defiant, and reportedly privately defiant, there are signs that he is slowly opening to the idea. Both CNN and The New York Times reported that Biden is more "receptive" to stepping aside and has quizzed advisers about Vice President Kamala Harris's path to victory were she the nominee.

In an interview, Biden also laid out a possible path for leaving the race. "If I had some medical condition that emerged, if somebody, if doctors came to me and said you got this problem and that problem," he might be willing, he told BET News's Ed Gordon.

Hours after that interview was released, the White House announced that Biden had tested positive for COVID-19. That may not be the off-ramp that Democrats want--the president's symptoms are reportedly mild--but it will give Biden several days to sit at home and think about his future.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2024/07/democrats-push-biden-out/679079/?utm_source=feed
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Elephants Are Doing Something Deeply Human

They're part of a growing list of animals that use namelike calls.

by Tove Danovich




The best thing language has ever done for us, as far as I'm concerned, is give us the ability to talk with and about one another. Why bother with words if you can't get your friend's attention on a crowded street and pull them aside to complain about your nemesis? Language, that is to say, would be largely useless without names. As soon as a group is bigger than a handful of people, names become essential: Referring to someone who shares your cave or campfire as "that guy" goes only so far.

Perhaps because names are so crucial and personal, naming things can feel uniquely human. And until a little over a decade ago, scientists predominantly thought that was true. Then, in 2013, a study suggested that bottlenose dolphins use namelike calls. Scientists have since found evidence that parrots, and perhaps whales and bats, use calls that identify them as individuals too. In June, a study published in Nature Ecology & Evolution showed that elephants do the same. Among humans, at least, names are inextricably linked with identity. The fact that we're not unique in using them is a tantalizing sign that we aren't the only beings who can recognize ourselves and those around us as individuals.

Many animals are born with the ability to make a specific collection of sounds, such as alarm calls that correlate with aerial predators or threats on the ground. But "names, by definition, have to be learned," Mickey Pardo, a postdoctoral researcher at Colorado State University who led the elephant study, told me. Every species that uses auditory names (or namelike identifiers) must necessarily be capable of what scientists call "vocal-production learning"--the ability to learn and produce new sounds or modify existing ones.

The fact that so many different species capable of vocal-production learning use namelike calls--especially species with such different evolutionary lineages--underscores just how important naming must be. In fact, Pardo said, it's plausible that such creatures gained the ability to learn new sounds specifically for the purpose of naming one another. In the case of humans, Pardo proposed, the skills enabled by naming might even have "allowed our communication system to get more sophisticated until we had language."

So far, the species that use names (or anything like them), including us humans, are highly social. We all live in fluid groups: Sometimes individuals spend time with family and closely bonded friends or partners, and other times they're surrounded by strangers or acquaintances. Stephanie King, an associate professor at the University of Bristol, in England, and a lead author on the bottlenose-dolphin paper, told me that, in such societies, names serve a practical function. They allow you to track and address your social companions, whether they're nearby or you've become separated from them. That's especially helpful if you rely on others' cooperation to hunt or care for young. "For dolphins, it's important to keep track of who you can rely on to assist you in times of conflict," King said.

Read: How first contact with whale civilization could unfold

Names can also have more sentimental purposes. Among elephants and dolphins, Pardo said, name calls may be a sign of closeness: Individuals of both species appear likelier to use the names of other animals they're bonded to. Humans, too, can use names to project or create intimacy. For example, in one study, people were likelier to do a favor for someone who remembered their name. When I meet someone and want to stay in touch, I go out of my way to learn and remember their name.

This, perhaps, gives some credence to Dale Carnegie's advice in How to Win Friends and Influence People to learn others' names: "A person's name is to that person the sweetest, most important sound in any language." Personal experience supports that theory. Many times, my own name, Tove, has caused me trouble. Because it's Scandinavian, it rhymes with nova, not stove, which means I spend countless hours of my life pronouncing and spelling my name for people when I'd rather talk about anything else. But as much as that annoys me, I'll never change my name--it's mine--and I care that others get it right.

For humans, the significance of names is inseparable from concepts of identity and individuality. We could walk around describing one another with labels--American, woman, child, baker, pedestrian--but people generally don't like to be addressed or referred to that way. "It makes you feel less than human," Laurel Sutton, the president of the American Name Society, told me, perhaps because such epithets fail to differentiate an individual from a group. "We are very individualistic as a species."

Scientists don't yet know whether names have developed such deep significance among other species. But the mere existence of naming among animals is a hint that they have a sense of themselves as separable from the world around them. It's not the first clue that scientists have had of such a possibility. Since the 1970s, chimpanzees--and, by some accounts, dolphins and even reef fish--have passed the controversial "mirror test," in which an animal reacts to a mark placed on its own body that's visible in a mirror. But touching a red dot on your forehead is still very different from understanding that every member of your species is an individual.

Of course, names and the mirror test are far from the only ways that animals demonstrate an awareness of something that approximates identity. Individuals from all sorts of species can recognize their offspring and mates. Dolphins may be able to recognize familiar companions based on their urine in the water. Bats likely use signatures encoded in echolocation calls to distinguish between other individuals.

From the March 2019 issue: A journey into the animal mind

As tempting as it may be to find analogues for human behavior among animals, King cautioned against putting too much stock in such arguments. "It's more interesting to look at how and why the animals behave as they do in their system," she said. Perhaps studying animal naming behaviors might be most valuable for the ways it allows scientists to learn more about other species and how they adapt to their environments. For example, King said, a dolphin's signature whistle--its name--is discrete, whereas an elephant name call encodes other information along with the elephant's identity. This difference may have arisen, King posited, because of the way sound travels underwater or how pressure changes dolphins' ability to vocalize. But it could also stem from the fact that dolphins more regularly encounter a wider number of individuals, which means they need more efficient introductions. Finding the answer would tell scientists more about these species' societies and evolutionary needs--not just that they do something similar to humans.

Still, I can't help but feel a sense of connection when I learn that a new species has joined the ranks of namers. As the botanist Robin Wall Kimmerer wrote in her book Braiding Sweetgrass, "Names are the way we humans build relationship, not only with each other but with the living world." And other species' names make me hope for the possibility that those relationships might become more reciprocal. The thought of someday being able to address an elephant in a way it can understand is downright magical. To say, "Hello, I'm Tove. Please tell me your name."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theatlantic.com/science/archive/2024/07/animal-naming-elephant-consciousness-language/679075/?utm_source=feed



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



The Only Thing Left for Republicans to Debate About Trump

The Republican National Convention has been purged of any resistance.

by Mark Leibovich




It would be wrong to say that Republicans are now fully in alignment on all matters related to Donald Trump, that the intraparty debates about their nominee have been settled.

For starters, there is this question: Should he be addressed from the podium as "President Donald J. Trump" or "President Donald John Trump?"

Both versions have been in evidence at this week's Republican National Convention in Milwaukee, with most of the "Donald Johns" coming in official proclamations, such as the state-by-state roll call of delegates on Monday night, and the "Donald J."s coming from adoring speakers. It is not clear whether Trump himself has taken an official position on this. His fervent followers at least seem to agree that adding a middle accoutrement between his first and last names confers the full historical weight to which Trump is entitled. (Think John F. Kennedy, Ulysses S. Grant, and P. T. Barnum.)

The speakers in Milwaukee also seem to agree that Trump still prizes the honorific of President. Anyone here reckless enough to utter the words former president is committing an egregious faux pas.

Beyond these small hazards, the watchword of the week has been unity--not a natural state for the GOP in recent years (to wit: the Republican-led House). Clearly, though, this convention has been purified of any resistance elements. Or at least they have been fully silenced. You'd sooner see a flying elephant in Milwaukee than any sign of Liz Cheney, Chris Christie, or Mike Pence. Former Trump resisters who are here--Nikki Haley, Ron DeSantis, Ted Cruz, and Trump's running mate,  J. D. Vance--have been eager to assert, and re-assert, their allegiance.

Read: J. D. Vance's MAGA transformation is complete




Trump himself has spent considerable time in his front-and-center box at the Fiserv Forum, observing many of the speeches with the intense stare of a gymnastics judge. The spectacle has been a bit reminiscent of that cringeworthy 2017 Cabinet meeting in which Trump's lieutenants took turns praising him around the table.

There used to be at least some belief that Republicans in 2024 might move beyond this posture of slavish devotion. Back in February, Haley, the former U.S. ambassador to the United Nations and Trump's closest challenger in the Republican primary, declared, "I feel no need to kiss the ring." But this is July. Democrats are a mess, Republicans are sounding giddy, and Trump is looking blessed. "I guess when the person you're backing dodges a bullet, literally, it has a way of making you feel confident," Jim Walsh, an alternate delegate from Connecticut, told me, referring to the failed assassination attempt against Trump over the weekend.

Speaking at the RNC on Tuesday night, Haley made what passed for an edgy remark from the podium when she conceded that not everyone agrees with Trump all of the time. ("That's their problem," someone yelled from the crowd.) But enough skepticism. "Donald Trump has my strong endorsement, period," Haley said. Although she had received both cheers and boos when she walked onstage, everyone who was listening stood and clapped at this declaration--Trump included, though he was not smiling. Was he displeased? Perhaps only by the absence of a J or John in Haley's submission.

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis, another reformed antagonist, was received more generously. He drew a series of big smiles from the nominee, even an apparent chuckle, when he described the current administration as a "Weekend at Bernie's presidency." It was one of several sharp anti-Joe Biden lines from DeSantis, who seemed to be comfortable and enjoying himself, in marked contrast to the Ron DeSantis who ran for president earlier this year.

Read: Biden's ever-narrowing path to victory

On Monday afternoon, I encountered former Arkansas Governor Asa Hutchinson, another defeated primary challenger, on the Fiserv Forum concourse. Hutchinson told me he had faced little hostility at the convention, despite being one of the few elected Republicans to say he would not vote for Trump if he were convicted of a crime. Hutchinson even appears to have softened his position. "I've made some commitments about not voting for a convicted felon," Hutchinson acknowledged to ABC News this week, when asked whether he might come around to Trump after all. "That feels like a long time ago."

So does 2016, when the Republicans held their last non-COVID convention, in Cleveland. Many of the delegates were not happy to be there. Cruz, the senator from Texas and first runner-up for the presidential nomination, vowed never to become a "puppy dog" in service to his vanquisher, who had, among other things, suggested that Cruz's wife was unattractive and that his father had been involved in the JFK assassination. In a defiant address to that convention, Cruz implored delegates to "vote your conscience"--and was booed offstage.

"God Bless Donald J. Trump," Cruz said, kicking off his remarks in Milwaukee on Tuesday night. He proceeded with a note of simple gratitude: "Let me start by thanking God almighty, for protecting President Trump."

Looking on from his box, the Republican's almighty himself looked pleased.
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Trump's Wholesale Renovation of the Republican Party

An inside look at the Republican National Convention following the assassination attempt on Donald Trump

by Kevin Townsend




The Republican Party gathers in a triumphal mood in Milwaukee. Polls favor the GOP in 2024. The long-awaited vice-presidential pick has been made. And Donald Trump prepares to accept the nomination again, just as President Joe Biden faces calls across his party to step away from another run. Four months before the election, the contrast between the two parties is stark.

Atlantic staff writer Tim Alberta is in Wisconsin for the Republican National Convention and sees a confidence there unlike anything he's witnessed in his years covering the GOP. It is now the party of Trump, and as Alberta has reported, his campaign is planning for a landslide win. But after two prior runs, what is different about the Trump campaign of 2024?

On this episode of Radio Atlantic, Alberta joins guest host Adam Harris from the convention hall to give an inside view of the party. Listen to their conversation here:



The following is a transcript of the episode:

Adam Harris: What a week in American politics. The Republican Party has gathered in Wisconsin to renominate Donald Trump for president. The convention follows a near-miss assassination attempt on Trump and the announcement of Ohio Senator J. D. Vance as his pick for VP. All the while, President Biden faces calls from within the Democratic Party for him to step aside.

I'm Adam Harris, and this is Radio Atlantic. Hanna Rosin is still away, working on a special project. For this episode, I'm hoping to understand what's different about Trump's 2024 campaign, and what, if anything, Saturday's assassination attempt has changed. To do this, I'm joined by staff writer Tim Alberta from the RNC convention hall. Hey, Tim.

Tim Alberta: Adam. What's happening, man?

Harris: Not too much. Thanks for coming on. You've covered Republican politics for a while now. You're currently in Milwaukee covering the RNC. What's the feeling there?

Alberta: The feeling here is like an Election Night victory party that started four months early. I've been to a lot of Republican conventions. I've spent a lot of years covering Republican politics, and I can safely say I have never been around a more confident--even cocky--bunch of people who are just entirely convinced that this campaign is already over and that they are marching to victory in November, the only question being: How big of a victory is it?

Harris: You know, leading into this week, we all thought that the big news was going to be the announcement of Trump's VP pick. So what was the reaction to Trump picking Ohio Senator J. D. Vance?

Alberta: You know, from what I can see, the reception has been pretty enthusiastic. You know, this is a really self-selecting group here in Milwaukee. I mean, the party as an institution has been completely remade by Donald Trump from the top down.

You know, Donald Trump picking someone who is seen as kind of an heir apparent to this populist, America First empire that Trump has created is, of course, going to be received really well in a place like this. The question obviously is, for folks who exist more in the center-right--you know, moderate, establishment, business-friendly lane of the Republican Party--there is, I think, some hesitancy, some doubt about J. D. Vance, particularly not just even from the moderate wing but from the defense-hawk wing of the party.

And the J. D. Vance pick is a pretty concrete signal that, to the extent there's been a civil war inside the Republican Party--over foreign policy, national-security issues, the fights over funding Ukraine, obviously, in this past year--I think that those questions and those criticisms do exist here, but they're very much on the margins, because this is, at the end of the day, Trump's party.

Harris: Yeah. Coming into this national convention was a little bit different, right? There was always something that was looming over it, and that is the events of Saturday. And so what impact has the assassination attempt on Trump had on Republicans?

Alberta: The thing that is most striking, Adam, is there's sort of an added layer of invincibility to Trump. If you thought that the party was already sort of a cult of personality and that there were already some of these kind of subtle undertones of a messianic complex attached to Donald Trump, then certainly the events of Saturday--and, you know, specifically the sort of getting up, bleeding from the assassin's bullet, defiantly pumping the fist, and saying to fight--I think it's created this sense of Trump as invincible, Trump as immortal, Trump as, you know, You can't kill Trump. They tried. Right?

Like, so there is almost an added supernatural dimension to the conversation. And we've heard that from some of the speakers this week: People, you know, stating very plainly that God has his hands on Trump, that God wants Trump alive, that God kept Trump alive, and that he has a plan for him. So I would say that is a pretty discernible shift in tone and sort of an escalating of the ways in which Trump is sort of lionized by the party faithful at an event like this.

Harris: Yeah. You know, you've covered conventions before. How does that kind of cockiness compare to conventions that you've covered in the past or that you've seen in the past?

Alberta: There's really no comparison. If you think back to 2008 and then 2012, Republicans did not think they were going to beat Barack Obama. I mean, especially in '08 but then even in '12, there was just really--there was some enthusiasm around Romney, but there wasn't a lot of swagger there. There wasn't really any discernible confidence.

And then 2016, look, Donald Trump--half the people at the convention in Cleveland in 2016 were anti-Trump. They were delegates who were bound to cast their votes for Trump because of how he had performed in their states, but they were not happy about it. And they had come to the convention, some of them, to make a stink about it and really were hoping for a floor fight to try to even stop Trump from becoming the nominee.

So, certainly, the idea that he was going to go on to win, that was just kind of fantasy at that point, much less go on to win and be renominated in '24 and become the face of the party. Nobody could have imagined that.

So I think what feels different about this moment is not just the confidence but the wholesale renovation of the Republican Party to become such a distinctly Trumpian entity. And I think the confidence, in some ways, flows from that. It flows from a sense of, like, We know who we are as a party now. We weren't entirely sure with McCain or with Romney or even with Trump in '16. But now, with his third time being nominated, we know who we are.

And I think probably more importantly, Adam, they know who they're facing. And they're facing Joe Biden, who is just, objectively speaking, a very vulnerable and diminished candidate from the man that Donald Trump faced just four years earlier.

Harris: Considering where Biden is in his campaign at the moment, what are Trump's people thinking as they sort of watch the drama unfold around him?

Alberta: The great source of confidence inside of the Trump campaign has much more to do with Joe Biden than it has to do with Donald Trump. The fact is: Joe Biden is, in many ways, sort of a dream opponent for Donald Trump to run against because some of Trump's own glaring deficiencies--his, at times, incoherent ramblings from the stage, his age, his own visible decline--are sort of neutralized and almost forgotten because, relative to Biden, Trump looks young and sprightly and energetic.

I think there's also a fundamental contrast--a visual contrast--that the Trump campaign, from day one, has been deeply invested in drawing out, which is strength versus weakness. This is really what animates everything they talk about in the campaign and everything they do. From the voters that they're targeting to the digital content that they're creating, the mailers that they're going to be sending out, everything the Trump campaign is doing is meant to focus on this contrast of strength versus weakness.

And they just believe that when you're talking about the Southern border, when you're talking about dealing with the geopolitical craziness happening in the world, when you're talking about inflation--whatever it may be--that Donald Trump is perceived as sort of an alpha, even to people who don't like him, and that Biden is perceived as feeble, even to people who like him.

And so all of that, Adam, I have to emphasize: All of that was the theory of the case before the debate, when Joe Biden looked like he had one foot in the grave already, and it was before the assassination attempt of Donald Trump. And so what the Trump campaign now has are the two most vivid moments of this campaign.

Both of them are directly in service of this contrast that they've been trying to push. And so the Trump people, now all they can do is cross their fingers and say their prayers and hope that Joe Biden remains their opponent because, from their vantage point, there's no way he can win.

Harris: What would they think if he dropped out of the race?

Alberta: It would be a fire drill. They have spent the past year and a half engineering this campaign to run a very specific race against a very specific opponent in Joe Biden. And listen, the people running Trump's operation will say, You know what? Doesn't matter. Bring them on, whoever it is, that, you know, any Democrat is going to be saddled with Joe Biden's baggage.

But that's not true. And they know it's not true. They recognize that if Biden were to step down, and if someone else were to be at the top of the ticket, it would, in some fundamental ways, send them back to the drawing board and force them to reimagine the messaging, reimagine the targeting, reimagine how they think about the contrasts in this campaign.

It would also represent sort of a reset moment for a Democratic Party that has been in a sort of free fall of late. And Republicans are entirely content to sit back and pop some popcorn and enjoy the show. They feel like there's nothing that they need to do right now, because the Democrats are doing the hard work for them. But if Biden were to suddenly get out, then that changes everything.

Harris: You know, you recently wrote a deep dive on the campaign with the headline, "Trump Is Planning for a Landslide Win." So what is different about Trump's 2024 operations and strategy?

Alberta: Boy, where do I even start? Look, Adam, Trump in 2016 didn't even have a campaign. I mean, sure, I suppose technically he did but, like, there was no real infrastructure. There was no real organization. It was just a couple of guys who were sort of making it up as they went along. And it was kind of almost an elaborate prank, in some ways. I mean it was sort of the reality-TV-show experiment of a campaign for the presidency.

And when Donald Trump became the nominee, that's really when the Republican National Committee, which was led at the time by Reince Priebus, basically stepped in and ran the campaign for him because Trump didn't have any sort of a get out the vote. You know, it was a totally nonexistent political operation in 2016.

And then in 2020, you know, Trump's the incumbent president. So he's got a lot of money and, on paper, they're building something out that looks more professional and more conventional, something that we're used to seeing, but it was a horribly run campaign. They burned through tons of money. And the campaign wasn't run by very experienced people, and they paid a price for it.

This time around, you've got some of the shrewdest and sharpest and most-cutthroat people in the Republican Party who are in charge of the campaign, and they have, from day one, stressed efficiency. They're really sort of focusing on some of the core competencies of the campaign.

And I think the most important thing, Adam, that this campaign has been able to do is that Chris LaCivita and Susie Wiles, who are the co-architects of the campaign--and they are managing it together as a partnership--they've really been able to move Trump to a better place, in terms of his own capabilities, his own actions as a candidate.

He is embracing mail voting. He is overseeing a campaign now that is actually using some pretty cutting-edge technology to solicit absentee votes. Whereas four years ago, he was forbidding his own Republican voters from using the mail. So there are a lot of ways in which this campaign is just sort of light years beyond either the 2020 or the 2016 operations.

Harris: And, you know, one of the reasons why, in that last campaign, Trump was effectively saying that, you know, We don't want mail voting. We don't want absentee voting, was because Republicans have kind of viewed it as a gamble, right? When there's more early voting, it typically favors Democrats. 

So is that a sort of gamble that they're taking in this election by emphasizing mail voting, absentee voting? What sort of gamble are they taking with this new approach to the Trump campaign?

Alberta: Well, here's the thing: We have become very accustomed, those of us who cover politics, to thinking that if turnout is high, that automatically benefits Democrats, because the lower-propensity voters, the lower-engagement voters--and we're talking about young people; we're talking about particularly young Black men, young Latino men--we talk about certain demographics that are just traditionally far less likely to turn out and vote.

And the assumption has always been, Well, if you see higher turnout, that means that those people are coming out to vote, and those people are traditionally Democratic constituencies. Therefore, it's bad for the Republican Party. This election, I think, could really be remembered as a bit of a watershed, Adam, because what we see in all of the publicly available data, as well as what we're told is in a lot of the private data--the polling being done by both parties right now--is that, for the first time that anyone can remember, a lot of these low-engagement and low-propensity voters are breaking heavily in favor of Donald Trump, breaking heavily in favor of the Republican Party.

And if that bears out come November, I think it's going to force the Democratic Party to sort of fundamentally reassess and recalibrate their approach to a whole host of issues but primarily just to this question of: How could it be that Donald Trump, the guy who would seemingly be the least likely to penetrate key pieces of the Democratic coalition and steal them away, how could it be that he's the one who does this? And to be clear, Adam, there are still some skeptics, both in the Republican Party and in the Democratic Party, people who look at the polling and who say, I just don't buy it. I don't buy that Trump is going to wind up winning, you know, 20 to 25 percent of the Black vote. I don't believe it, right?

And until we see it, some of that skepticism is certainly warranted. But I think part of the reason that the Trump campaign has been so confident in making this play--and in emphasizing the vote by mail and the absentee [voting] and trying to connect and engage with some of these voters who have a history of using nontraditional voting means--is because their modeling, they feel like it's airtight.

Their modeling shows that these people who have been reliably Democratic in the past, that if they vote, they're voting for Trump. And there's just no overstating what a sea change that would represent in our politics.

Harris: All right, we're going to take a short break. We'll have more with Tim Alberta in a moment.

[Music]

Harris: You know, early on, coming into the campaign, we knew who the candidates kind of were, right? The primary felt like it was already predestined, preordained, that you would have another Trump versus Biden. And Trump was the one coming in with the baggage, right? It's hard to talk about him without talking about the cases that were looming over him, without talking about the conviction.

But on Monday, just as the RNC began, the federal judge in Florida overseeing his classified-documents trial dismissed the case. What do you make of that news, and what impact will Trump's legal issues have on this campaign?

Alberta: Well, first of all, I'm sure that the timing was totally coincidental, right? I'm sure that Judge Cannon had no idea that it was the first day of the Republican National Convention.

You know, it's interesting, Adam, because this thing that was perceived to be a great vulnerability, potentially the albatross around his neck that could prevent him from winning the presidency, it suddenly feels almost like a nonissue. I mean, between some of the court cases getting bumped and bumped and bumped back again to help him scheduling-wise, this one being dismissed, you know, the conviction in Manhattan creating a financial windfall that had actually pushed him ahead of Joe Biden in the fundraising race--and just to pause on that point for a minute, Adam.

Trump was getting trounced financially for the first year of this campaign. He was way, way, way behind, and his cash reserves were really depleted because they had to keep paying all these legal bills. Well, suddenly, he gets convicted in Manhattan, and he raises these record-setting sums of money in the two or three days that follow.

And wouldn't you know it? We checked the FEC filings, and Trump is entering the month of July with more cash in the bank than Biden is. So it's really remarkable how, again, this thing that was supposed to be his greatest liability has sort of evaporated and, if anything, almost seems to very strangely have become an asset.

There's been this long-simmering sense among Trump's lieutenants that he is a target, that he is persecuted, that he is an enemy of the state, and that they won't stop at anything to take him down.

Harris: You know, that language of persecution is important here, because I want to ask you about something you've written a great deal about, that we've talked about at length. That's this sort of intersection of faith and politics.

You wrote a book about your journey as an evangelical Christian and as the son of a pastor. And in this election cycle, you've warned about how the forces of Christian nationalism are on the rise, both inside the church and inside the Republican Party.

So from your view at the epicenter of the party this week, how do you expect those forces to affect the Trump campaign?

Alberta: You know, this is a really interesting historical moment we're approaching because this is our first post-Roe v. Wade presidential election. For 50 years, you've had single-issue voters--you know, conservative Catholics, evangelical Christians--who really don't have any appetite for partisan politics and who would otherwise be inclined to just ignore all the noise come every 4th November. But they have been convinced that because presidents appoint Supreme Court justices, and because the Supreme Court--and only the Supreme Court--can ultimately strike down Roe v. Wade, that you have to vote in a presidential election, and you have to vote for the Republican.

I think what we're about to find out is what number of those single-issue, highly committed, pro-life advocates suddenly find themselves recognizing that the issue is now defederalized, that it's no longer a presidential issue, it's no longer a Supreme Court issue and decide that they're going to stay home because they can't stomach voting for Donald Trump again.

So I think that is kind of a question mark, Adam, looming over the proceedings here that's gotten very little attention. But it's something that I'm going to be really focusing on in the months ahead, especially in light of the changes to the Republican platform that were, I think, obviously very upsetting to some in the social-conservative movement, effectively stripping out what had been the traditional language around the abortion issue.

And also it shouldn't go ignored, stripping out the language around marriage being between one man and one woman. So there's a feeling among some of the evangelical activist leaders that they are sort of being pushed to the side. And that's because they are, in some sense, Adam.

Here's the thing: Donald Trump and his campaign, they have made a calculation that these folks, the evangelicals, they're not going anywhere. What, are they going to go vote for Joe Biden? Right? Like, that's the level of confidence that they have. And so I think some of these decisions, at least at a tactical level, are riskier than I think many people realize. And if this winds up being a close election, there really could be a price to pay for some of these maneuvers that have been made here.

And, Adam, let's be clear: If Trump is elected, he is going to have some people in his administration, in his cabinet, in his West Wing who are self-described Christian nationalists. I mean, there's just no question about it. So I don't think that the threat that I've been writing about is diminished in any way or any less relevant.

I just think that the Trump folks are actually pretty smart and savvy in recognizing that the Christian-nationalist menace that has been sort of drawn into the public's attention, that it is a huge liability for them politically. You know, you see the Handmaid's Tale memes that go around the internet, right? Like, I think the Trump folks recognize that they need to head that off, and they need to distance themselves from any of that narrative. But that doesn't mean that it won't loom large and play a really critical role in his administration.

Harris: So yeah, thinking further about Trump and the Christian right, he's leaned into an image of himself as a persecuted martyr, and now he's nearly been killed. What impact do you think the assassination attempt will have for people on the Christian right? Or what impact has it already had for people on the Christian right?

Alberta: You know, it's hard to say, because this is all moving so quickly. Just being here in Milwaukee this week, Adam, I mean, it's apparent. And you're hearing it from the stage. You're hearing it from delegates on the floor. You're hearing it just in casual conversations with people, like, in the line for coffee. There's definitely a sense of the sort of supernatural presence and this divine intervention that has spared Donald Trump and made him into even more powerful a figure than he was just a week ago.

You sense that from others. My big question is will we get it from Trump himself? I have spent as much time as any reporter in America at Trump rallies, listening to him, dissecting his words, kind of studying any evolution in his thinking, even his just one-off riffs, trying to understand, you know, how he might be approaching things in a new or different manner.

I've got to say that this acceptance speech he'll be giving at the Republican convention is, to me, probably the most significant speech he'll ever give. Because if, in fact, there is any real change in the man based on the events of last week, if some of his advisors are to be believed, he has been talking in kind of strangely spiritual terms and has been invoking God in ways that he has really never been known to do privately.

If there is some kind of meaningful change in Donald Trump himself--forget about the grassroots; forget about the party officials, all of his supporters--I mean, that could have, I think, really significant implications, politically and otherwise, for the party and for the country. So I think that's the biggest piece of the puzzle here that everyone in Milwaukee is sort of waiting on and wondering: Are we going to hear from the same guy who we've been hearing from all these years, or is this going to be something a little bit different?

[Music]

Harris: Absolutely. And we'll be watching for that. Tim, thank you so much for talking with me today, and good luck at the convention.

Alberta: Adam. My pleasure, man.

Harris: This episode was produced by Kevin Townsend and edited by Claudine Ebeid. It was engineered by Rob Smierciak and fact-checked by Yvonne Kim. Claudine Ebeid is the executive producer of Atlantic audio, and Andrea Valdez is our managing editor. Hanna Rosin is the host of Radio Atlantic and will return in a couple of weeks.

Until then, I'm Adam Harris, and thank you for listening.
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Celine Dion May Never Perform Again

In a new documentary, the singer talks about her autoimmune disease and her love for singing.

by Caitlin Dickerson




Early in the documentary I Am: Celine Dion, you see a cellphone video of Dion lying on her side on the floor of a hotel room, moaning softly. She seems to want to speak but can't get out any words. Her body is stiff, her position unnatural. In the background, you can hear a man calling the concierge and asking for "the fire department, please, and a rescue unit." Another man tells Dion to push into his hand if she's in pain, but it's unclear if she can hear him. The scene would be difficult to watch even if its subject weren't one of the most famous musicians in the world.

Soon after, the film cuts to archival footage of Dion onstage in Las Vegas, in a bedazzled gold jacket, belting her first No. 1 hit in the United States, "The Power of Love." She winks at the camera, rocks to the beat, and pumps her arms, looking completely in her element. Her love of performing seems innate--the same delight shines in her eyes in clips of her as a teenager, learning English and launching her career in Quebec, and in later decades, as her star rose. The Las Vegas scene reminds us not only how much we're missing Dion during her hiatus from performing, but also how much she is missing us.

The documentary was filmed over several years as a team of caregivers have worked to address Dion's rare illness: stiff-person syndrome, an autoimmune disease that affects just one or two out of every 1 million people and is not well understood. Large parts of the body go rigid during spastic episodes. Many people with the condition develop anxiety and agoraphobia. Dion says that her lungs are fine, but everything outside them is rigid, which makes singing impossible. A few moments of creative editing are overly stylized, which is a shame because her condition needs no dramatization. It is degenerative and can be fatal.

Read: The early internet, explained by one weird Celine Dion fan site

She reveals in the film that she's been ill for 17 years. She developed tricks to distract audiences when she felt her vocal cords spasm in the middle of a concert--pointing the microphone toward the crowd so they would sing for her, or tapping on it to make it seem like there was a problem with the audio system and not her voice. She canceled shows, feigning ear and sinus infections, and took valium daily. She pretended for as long as she could, which seems so exhausting that you have to wonder if it made her condition worse. She is 56 now. In the documentary, she doesn't talk about wanting to be well; she talks about wanting to sing.


(Amazon MGM Studios)



Dion shares nothing in common with young performers who lament how hard it is to be famous; she seems to live for her fans. They "give me lots of energy--lots and lots," she says in an early interview in French. "Being onstage is the gift of show business." She is the rare superstar who you feel somehow deserves her international fame and the wealth it has given her. Good for her, I thought as I watched her tour a warehouse full of designer gowns she has worn to major events, and walk through the Vegas compound where she lives, surrounded by enormous paintings, sculptures, Louis Vuitton trunks, and antique furniture that looks like it came from Versailles. Her twin tween sons are endearing too: One takes a break from playing in a decked-out video-game room to listen attentively when she comes in for a visit, proffering a degree of eye contact that I've never witnessed in a 13-year-old. Later, one of the twins jumps out of his seat to thank a butler who hands him a milkshake from a tray.

Okay, that last one was pushing it. But these are children whose father died when they were 5 and whose mother may well be dying now. And Dion was in no way destined for a life of abundance. She was the youngest of 14 children, all of whom, she says, smiled sweetly and pretended to like the carrot pie that their mother once made them for dinner because it was all they could afford.

From the first time she took the stage, as a 5-year-old performing at a family wedding, Dion was a star. She shot anxious looks at the guitarist behind her whenever he missed a note, because she--we are meant to understand--would never miss a note. That night, her mother gave her the advice that she would channel into her illness: If something goes wrong in a performance, pretend that everything is fine and keep going. At the age of 12, Dion was discovered by a manager, Rene Angelil, whom she later married. She began recording albums in English and French, eventually going multiplatinum in both. Most Americans knew her voice before her name because she sang the theme to Disney's Beauty and the Beast, released in 1991. But soon her name was everywhere.

To be clear, I'm nowhere near Dion's biggest fan. I missed her first major album in the U.S., The Colour of My Love, on account of being 4 when it came out. But her next, Falling Into You, had me on my knees when I was 6, belting in my best friend's bedroom about nights when the wind was so cold that my body froze in bed, and days when the sun was so cruel that all the tears turned to dust and I just knew my eyes were dryin' up forever. We couldn't wait for scenes like this to play out in our own lives, and though--it turns out--they weren't terribly realistic, Dion's heartful crooning about fairy-tale love connected with people of every age, perhaps especially those who were old enough to know better.

My real appreciation for Dion grew in 2018, when I saw her perform in Vegas. I had agreed to attend with some friends, expecting a silly night of singing along to her hits like I was a kid again. It was the best live performance I had ever seen. Her singing was stunning, of course. She ad-libbed frequently, taking pleasure in showing off her range, and her voice was warm and supple. But she was also funny. Very funny. She broke into stand-up between songs and showed no desire to be perceived as cool, hunching over to maximize the range of her hip thrusts while strumming an air guitar. She told stories that drew gasps, like that she'd originally refused to sing "My Heart Will Go On"--she didn't feel like doing another movie theme song--until Angelil persuaded her to record a demo track so that he could sell it to another artist. The demo was so good that she never had to record it again, and he never had to shop it around to other artists; it's the version we know.

That night, Dion didn't even have to mention her late husband--or their love story, which still makes me, along with many of her fans, a bit uncomfortable because of how young she was when they met--for us to know when she was singing about him, maybe even to him. She cried, and so did we.

Read: Celine Dion saved the Billboard Music Awards

Since canceling a Vegas residency in 2021, Dion has mostly been isolated in her home, trying to get better. "If I can't run, I'll walk. If I can't walk, I'll crawl," she says in the documentary. The skin on her face now hangs forward and down, as if she's exhausted by the power and duration of her own grief. Describing what this hiatus has been like, she performs her sadness almost too perfectly, because she's Celine.

The documentary captures the first time in years that she had managed to record anything that even vaguely resembles her former self, the song "Love Again," for a rom-com by the same name that came out in 2023. But her emotions trigger another spasm. Tightness in her big toe spreads to her ankle. Her therapist gets her to lie down, and soon her whole body is seizing. Her face darkens and contorts, and her upper lip twitches. The team treating her discusses when to call 911. But she comes to after being given valium and benzodiazepine, ashamed of having lost control. To cheer her up, her therapist plays one of her favorite songs--"Who I Am," by Wyn Starks. She responds with the glee of a child who's been handed a chocolate bar, mouthing the words and punching the air, pretending she's onstage again.

The way the documentary was advertised suggested that it was going to be a more typical, will-she-or-won't-she-make-it countdown to Dion's big comeback, and I went in expecting it to end with the announcement of another residency or tour. But the film makes clear that she is nowhere near being able to hold a concert. She seems to nap for most of the day and says that just walking is painful. Her spasms are triggered by strong emotions, but they also happen at random. By the end, I didn't care if Celine Dion would ever be able to perform again; I just hoped she would live. But I also understood that, for her, there is no difference.
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Please See <em>Twisters </em>in Theaters

The film might seem like an unnecessary sequel, but it squeezes a lot of juice out of the weather-driven disaster flick.

by David Sims




Late in Twisters, as an Oklahoma town is under threat from a giant tornado, a group of strapping heroes is seeking shelter and settles on an old-fashioned movie palace. In that moment, it's a practical choice--the theater is a big space with no windows--but I think I knew what the director Lee Isaac Chung was getting at: When all hell breaks loose, at least cinema will protect us. That's the best way to think about the old-school spectacle of Twisters, a 2024 update to the 1996 summer blockbuster Twister that relies on mostly the same ingredients: wind, rain, cyclonic storms, and hot scientists tooling around in pickup trucks.

Honestly, the most surprising thing about Twisters is that it took Hollywood this long. Weather-related calamities are always a hot ticket, and Jan de Bont's original, though no masterpiece, is a baseline ideal for '90s action fun. Twister built a template that its sequel largely follows: loud and fast-paced but anchored by a reliable ensemble spouting meteorological technobabble amid the chaos. But compared with the high-octane de Bont, who was behind hits such as Speed and The Haunting, Chung is a curious choice. He's an art-house favorite who was Oscar-nominated for the sensitive, textured Minari. Why pivot from that to tornadoes?

On the one hand, the quickest way to get a movie made in Hollywood is to slap on a familiar title. On the other hand, you can quickly guess what Chung might have seen in the project, given that he spent most of his childhood in Arkansas, where Minari is set, and has a good sense for depicting the charm and fragility of rural America. Twisters takes place amid the towns and farms of central Oklahoma, in part of the region known as Tornado Alley, where a once-in-a-generation outbreak of storms has drawn scientists, storm chasers, and amateur disaster enthusiasts looking to explore some very dangerous weather. There's no explicit mention of just what might be causing more and more tornadoes to pop up, and the film walks a nonpolitical line on climate change while still nodding at how the times certainly are different.

It couldn't be me doing all this storm chasing; as a New Yorker, I still fearfully recall the two little tornadoes that blew through town in September 2010. But Chung assembles quite the charming array of talent here, led by the square-jawed Glen Powell as Tyler Owens, a YouTuber who "yeehaws" in his cowboy hat as he drives toward storms with the cameras running. His supporting crew is blown in from the Sundance Film Festival, including indie darlings such as Sasha Lane, Tunde Adebimpe, Katy O'Brian, and Brandon Perea. On the more recognizable side are Daisy Edgar-Jones, playing a resolute meteorologist named Kate who's working to overcome the trauma of watching a twister kill some of her researcher pals years prior, and Anthony Ramos as the corporate storm expert Javi, whom Kate is assisting in his effort to make 3-D-scans of tornadoes.

Read: The most influential climate-disaster thriller of all time

Yes, much like it is for Helen Hunt's character in the original Twister, it's personal for Kate. She grits her teeth every time she sees a condensation funnel, and she's invented some strange tech intended to neutralize tornados on sight. That's about all Edgar-Jones has to work with here--her character is a bit of a zero, especially when she's matched up with Powell, whose charisma can give the thinnest caricature some teeth. Kate and Tyler start out as frenemies and end up partners, the same path Powell follows in hit rom-coms such as Set It Up or Anyone but You--only this time lots of hail and lightning surround the banter, a helpful distraction from the duo's lack of chemistry.

But the quasi-romance should be secondary, because every viewer goes to Twisters to see ... twisters. The movie has plenty of 'em, photographed on honest-to-goodness celluloid--one of Chung's smartest decisions. Every time Twisters threatens to lag over its two-hour run time, some more rip-roaring storm action revs everything back up. If you can see the film in IMAX, or in one of those 4DX theaters that jostles your seat around and sprays water in your face, I recommend it. Chung has a nice grasp of his supporting characters, and he takes pains to dwell on the aftermath of every horrible storm, but in Twisters, the action is the juice, and the bigger and louder your viewing experience, the better.
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The Cheapness of Luxury

In Yasmin Zaher's new novel, the promise of exclusivity is a facade.

by Bekah Waalkes




In 1899, the American economist Thorstein Veblen theorized that consuming the right kinds of goods operated as a signal of social standing for members of the upper class. That's still true today, but some items are so elite that one needs more than money to buy them. Such products speak even more loudly, more conspicuously, than their more available counterparts. Luxury brands such as Hermes, Patek Philippe, Ferrari, and Louis Vuitton, for instance, use vetting processes to ensure that their most desirable products are sold in small numbers. These brands curate exclusivity, making it clear that there are some things that money (or at least money alone) can't buy.

This cliche rings true for the unnamed narrator of Yasmin Zaher's debut novel, The Coin: She is broke, at least for a wealthy woman, but her impeccable taste buys her enough social clout to get by. (Her parents died in a car accident when she was a child, leaving her with a large inheritance, but she can access her money only through a monthly allowance.) She has just moved to New York City from Palestine and has taken a job teaching English at a middle school for boys. At first, the job is mostly an accessory, secondary to the effort the narrator makes to maintain a curated appearance. Zaher lists the articles of expensive clothing that make up her small but tasteful wardrobe: "cotton oversize pants from Marni, faille pants from Chloe, two identical pairs of wide-leg raw denim from Gucci, wool pants from Miu Miu, silk pants from Bottega Veneta." She is meticulously clean, wears Lys Mediterranee by the luxury perfumer Edouard Flechier, and carries an Hermes Birkin bag, which she inherited from her mother.

Read: A better way of buying--and wanting--things

In America, the narrator notices that her Birkin is turning heads. It's not just that it's a beautiful, well-made luxury handbag; it's that Birkins aren't available to just anyone, so carrying one signals belonging to a particular class. "I came from a place where a bag could never have power, where only violence spoke," the narrator notes. "And suddenly I had something that others wanted to possess, I was a woman who others wanted to embody." She realizes that luxury is its own language, and that she speaks it fluently without even trying--a skill she'll eventually use, in morally questionable ways, to her advantage. If belonging and privilege can be signaled by the right products, the narrator of The Coin offers a vision of just how flimsy and dirty--how cheap--that exclusivity can be.

Ever since the narrator was young, money has been at the center of her world. On the day of her parents' death, she mysteriously swallowed a coin that she never recovered. One morning, in the present day, the narrator wakes up with a stiff neck: "It felt as if I had slept on a coin, a small and dense one, like a thick shekel or an old British pound, and in my dreams, it left an imprint of the queen." She worries that the coin she swallowed all those years ago has become lodged between her shoulder blades, in the one spot on her back she can't reach. The narrator starts an intensive daily cleaning regimen that begins with a thorough scouring of her apartment and morphs into hours of personal hygiene in the bath. But the feeling of the coin--and the thought that it could be rusting inside her--persists, driving her to a breaking point; she becomes obsessed with keeping a "tight grip on the universe, and especially the dirt."

The chaos of the narrator's mind begins to manifest everywhere. Exhausted from spending her nights obsessively cleaning, she abandons the school curriculum in favor of experimental, improvisational classes. At one point, she invites a friend, a grifter whom she refers to as Trenchcoat, to speak to the boys about fashion. (She tells the administration that he is a guest lecturer from the nonexistent New York Refugee Action Committee.) The narrator believes that her students can learn from Trenchcoat, who is a master of appearing like he belongs in elite spaces. "You know," the narrator tells her students, "a six can easily become an eight with the right manners and clothing, it's not the same for women, you're lucky to be men." She's joking, but as with all her humor, there is a serious, even idealistic, bent to her quip. Her students are Black and immigrant boys, and she hopes to teach them something that might help them survive in the real world. She sees herself not as a "savior" of her students, she tells the reader, but as their "general."

The narrator's deceptions evolve from harmless and funny--she tells a student that her brother is the most important graffiti artist in Palestine, then shows him photos of Banksy's art--to slightly more nefarious as she and Trenchcoat become enmeshed in a Birkin-bag scheme in Paris while she's on winter break. The two of them buy the bags and sell them at a premium to a middleman, Ivan, who then sells the bags to "whichever person had plenty of money but no class." Because the narrator is beautiful, chic, and already carrying a Birkin, she has a greater chance of being offered the chance to buy another one. "The whole model was based on rejection, people want to belong to a club that doesn't accept them," she observes. But the more the narrator immerses herself in Paris's luxury world, the more she begins to see the promise of belonging to be a facade. "Maybe pretense is all there was," she thinks. "Fashion is pretense, education is pretense, personality, too, is a form of internalized pretense. I wondered what my true essence would be, if I were solitary, in nature, untamed and unconditioned."

Read: What to read to understand how people get tricked

After the narrator returns from Paris, her obsession with cleanliness morphs into a manic desire to immerse herself in the outdoors, in something uncorrupted and whole. "Nature is clean," she insists. "It's civilization that's dirty." Following a trip to upstate New York that her boyfriend takes her on because she asked him for "more nature, less money," the narrator realizes that she wants to return to her "biblical homeland," which she sees as uncontaminated by commercialism. Life in the city, meanwhile, is irrevocably tainted by the drive for profit.

Late in the novel, at a benefit gala for Palestine, the narrator spends the evening using her boyfriend's phone to donate thousands of dollars to the foundation that is hosting the event. "I thought that if he wanted to be close to me, the least he could do was contribute to my people's liberation," she remarks. When a woman at the table seems to recognize her--she knew her mother at university--she lies, dodging the interaction by ducking under the table to retrieve her dropped knife. Over and over, the narrator's minor deceptions brush up against her assertion that she is a "moral woman." This tension runs through the novel: The narrator knows that moving about in rarefied circles requires buying into their pretense. But each of her "moral" deeds--the gala donation, trying to teach kids how to get by in an unfair world--involves an element of duplicity.

Zaher seems to be saying that in a society as unjust as this one, even acts of morality are tarnished with grime. As with the coin lodged in the narrator's back--a smart metaphor for inherited trauma and the currency of power--no matter how hard you scrub, you can never get clean. "Matter is constant," she reminds the reader; some things will never decay. After all, as the narrator notes early in the novel, "every year, regardless of poverty, war, or famine, the price of the Birkin bag increases." If the narrator is resigned to that bleak reality, who are we to disagree?
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Why You Should Trust Your Gut

Careful, deliberate reasoning can get you only so far in good decision making. You also need to know how to listen to your feelings.

by Arthur C. Brooks




Want to stay current with Arthur's writing? Sign up to get an email every time a new column comes out.

If you are looking for a job right now, you're not alone. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, last month, 6.8 million Americans were not employed but looking to be. Many more people are in a job but interested in making a change: The Pew Research Center reported in 2022 that about one worker in five was either very likely or somewhat likely to look for a new job in the next six months.

The good news is that with the unemployment rate at 4.1 percent, the labor market is strong. This means that if you are job hunting, you might have some choices. If that's the case, the problem is not finding a job; it's finding the job.

The next step is to get it. In interviews, potential employers ask you a lot of questions about your habits, skills, and ambitions. Research suggests that what they might really be looking for is a gut feeling of enthusiasm about you. So you need to be good at eliciting those feelings.

But the excitement needs to go both ways. To find the job that gives you the best chance of loving your work, you need to be attentive to your own gut sense. These feelings contain a lot of information that you need but to which you might not have conscious access.

Three specific feelings should command your attention as you evaluate your opportunities, because these emotions can strongly predict your future work satisfaction: excitement, fear, and deadness. The meaning of those first two is self-explanatory, and I'll say more about the third shortly. The trick is to be able to tell which of them is most present in that inchoate gut feeling, and use that knowledge to decide whether a job is the job.

Uri Friedman: 7 ways to find meaning at work

The connection between decision making and gut feelings has become a hot field for research. Our understanding of the mechanisms of "gut" and brain is still incomplete, but tests of the quality of decisions made from feelings as opposed to conscious analysis yield strongly suggestive and useful results.

For example, researchers writing in the journal Emotion in 2011 asked survey participants to make car-buying decisions that varied in complexity. Those decisions were based either on their intuitive feelings about the options or solely on reasoning about the details at hand. The researchers found that for simple decisions, it didn't matter which method they used to reach a verdict. But for complex decisions, a feeling-based decision was more than twice as likely to lead to an optimal outcome as one based on an analysis of the details.

This finding suggests that it doesn't matter how you decide something straightforward, such as whether to take the one job available when you have been unemployed for a long time. But when you have multiple professional options, using your gut to evaluate the choices may be the best course.

This is where being able to recognize which of those three key feelings your gut is trying to communicate comes in. The one that should never be absent when you're considering a job is excitement. Another way of defining this sort of excitement is prospective happiness, or joy about having a better future in sight. If you don't have that sense of excitement when you hear about an opportunity, your subconscious is telling you something important--that this opportunity is unlikely to provide enjoyment, a sense of accomplishment, and especially meaning. Researchers have run experiments that illustrate how central excitement about the future is to an activity's ultimate satisfaction. Psychologists writing in 2019 in the Journal of Happiness Studies showed that anticipated meaning, which is crucial for well-being, and excitement about the future are closely linked.

Arthur C. Brooks: What you need to know about making a good impression

The second feeling to track as you evaluate a professional opportunity is fear. This comes in two varieties: danger and dread. In the right dose, the first of these is positive, but the second sort is always negative. Fear founded on a reasonable degree of danger when taking an opportunity provokes an increase in the brain's dopamine regions in anticipation of a possible victory while facing risk. This matters because it indicates that you're sensing an imminent challenge of a difficult but doable task. No danger means no real challenge; boredom is the likely result.

When I was hired as a professor at Harvard some years ago, I felt a positive fear of a somewhat dangerous challenge. If I had been, say, drafted into the NBA instead, the feeling would have tipped into dread (the anticipation of something entirely negative), because I would have failed at that with 100 percent certainty. Dread is so destructive of well-being that in experiments, some people who know for sure that they are going to get a painful electrical shock will accept a higher voltage immediately rather than experience dread of the future pain.

You probably would not take a job at which you were certain to fail (this would take us back to deciding a simple choice). But faced with a more complex evaluation of a professional opportunity, dread may arise when your gut tells you that the position will leave you feeling hollow and devoid of meaning.

This brings us the third feeling to watch out for in your gut reaction: deadness (which some scholars alternatively refer to as emptiness). Researchers have found that this sensation is associated with such feelings as boredom, loneliness, numbness, despair, and hopelessness. So if you feel dread, ask yourself whether it portends this deeper deadness--because this living death is exactly what you should avoid in a job, notwithstanding whatever pay, power, or prestige it seems to offer.

Arthur C. Brooks: Jung's five pillars of a good life

There is no way to get perfect information about a professional opportunity in advance. You might make a mistake in seeking a position--I have, more than once in my career. But a reliable way to raise the odds of a good choice is to look for a lot of excitement, a little fear of danger, and as close to zero deadness as possible.

In my work advising graduate students on their way into the workforce, I have devised a brief questionnaire for evaluating opportunities. I can't claim that it's been exposed to academic peer review, but I find that it works well to give my charges the basic insights they need. The survey is made up of three sets of three questions. Each question should be answered as a value from zero to four, where 0 = "completely disagree" and 4 = "completely agree."

Excitement
 1. This job sounds fun and interesting to me.
 2. If I take the job, next year I anticipate being happier than I am today.
 3. I think I will look forward to going to work most days.
 Add your scores across these questions. To move forward on the opportunity, the target range to look for is 9-12.


Fear
 1. There is a chance that I might not succeed in this job.
 2. Success is going to take hard work, and maybe some good luck as well.
 3. If I do succeed, I will be very proud of the accomplishment.


The target range for these questions is 5-8.

Deadness
 1. The idea of this job does not inspire me.
 2. I have trouble focusing on this job's day-to-day tasks.
 3. I might hate it, but this job is only temporary.


The target is zero, or as close to zero as possible.

Olga Khazan: When yogurt affects the brain

Evaluating professional opportunities is just one area of uncertainty in life that can cause a lot of stress, of course. Consider, for example, choosing a spouse--a case in which the decision-making stakes are much higher than judging the labor market correctly. Yet the same principle can apply to any complex life choice: Organize your thinking in such a way that you are paying systematic attention to your gut feelings.

For example, if you are considering a wedding proposal--either making or accepting one--ask yourself if the prospect excites you because of the greater meaning you'd anticipate in life. (Right answer: Yes, in a big way.) Is it a little frightening because the partnership will be full of unknowns and new challenges? (Right answer: Yes, but not in a "We met last night in Vegas" kind of way.) And, of course, ask if a future with this person for the rest of your life makes you feel a little dead inside. (Only acceptable answer: No.)

Life never offers any guarantee of success. But your heart--and your gut--will usually steer you in the right direction.
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Biden's Ever-Narrowing Path to Victory

Efforts to replace the president as the party's nominee have stalled, but Democrats are still in freak-out mode--for good reason.

by Ronald Brownstein




As Donald Trump prepares to accept his third consecutive Republican presidential nomination tonight, Democrats remain trapped in a stalemate that could ease his return to the White House.

The movement to force President Joe Biden to step aside has widespread support in the party, but probably not enough support to overcome his adamant refusal to do so. In turn, Biden's position against Trump in polls is weak enough to leave the incumbent with long odds of winning a second term--but not such slim odds that they make the case for replacing Biden irrefutable.

Caught between the growing signs of danger for their candidate and the shrinking window to change course, Democrats are drifting toward November with widening divisions and a pervasive sense of dread. Republicans, meanwhile, are overflowing with confidence, as this week's party convention has demonstrated. Many Democrats now fear that they face the worst possible situation: a weakened nominee who will not withdraw and is angrily feuding with donors, elected officials, and other former allies pressing for his removal.

Amid all of these concerns, the Biden campaign insists that he retains a path to victory, primarily through the three key Rust Belt battlegrounds: Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. Some Democratic strategists and operatives with whom I've spoken since the debate agree. "Not only is the damage to Biden not as great as people are assuming, but Trump continues to be reviled," Matt Morrison, the executive director of Working America, an AFL-CIO-affiliated group that politically mobilizes working-class people who don't belong to unions. "That, somehow, has been overlooked in the past two weeks."

But most Democratic political professionals--the party's campaign managers, strategists, media consultants, and pollsters--are in a funereal mood about Biden's chances to overtake Trump. Whit Ayres, a longtime Republican pollster who is critical of Trump, says out loud what most of these Democratic professionals will still say to reporters only under terms of anonymity. "If the Democrats persist in nominating Joe Biden," Ayres told me this week, "they are essentially ceding the presidency to Donald Trump."

By any measure, Trump is in a stronger position today than when he accepted his previous two presidential nominations. On the day Trump was first nominated, in July 2016, the national polling average maintained by the political website FiveThirtyEight showed him trailing the Democratic nominee, Hillary Rodham Clinton, by 2.5 percentage points. When President Trump accepted the GOP nomination again, in August 2020, that same average showed him trailing Biden by 8.4 percentage points.

Today, FiveThirtyEight shows Trump leading Biden by 2 percentage points. Yet that understates the extent of Trump's advantage, as operatives in both parties agree. The main reason is Trump's polling lead is greater than that margin in almost all of the swing states that will determine the election. The other reason is most of the other important measures in the polls are worse for Biden than his performance in the simple horse race against Trump. That indicates the difficulty Biden may face trying to expand his support enough to erase Trump's lead.

Biden's job-approval rating has been stuck at about 40 percent or less roughly since this time last year. Trump consistently leads Biden by double digits when voters are asked whom they trust more to handle the economy (with similar results for queries about immigration and crime). And in multiple polls, big majorities say they consider the nation on the wrong track, and believe that Biden's agenda has left the country worse off.

These trends place Biden closer to the recent presidents who lost reelection than those who won a second term. The defeated incumbents include Jimmy Carter in 1980, George H. W. Bush in 1992, and Trump himself in 2020. Looking across that history, the longtime GOP pollster Bill McInturff said to me that "every conventional polling standard tells us Joe Biden is going to lose."

Beyond these downbeat views of his record, Biden faces bleak assessments of his personal capacity. The most obvious problem is the consistent polling finding that a majority of voters believe he lacks the mental and physical ability to do the job now, let alone for another four years. But Biden is also struggling on other measures that derive from this central concern. In a CBS/YouGov poll released earlier this month, just 28 percent of voters described Biden as tough and only 18 percent called him energetic; for Trump, the comparable numbers were 65 percent in each case. And that survey was taken before Trump's defiant response to being shot on Saturday.

That searing event may serve as the bookend to last month's presidential debate in what has been a disastrous spell for Biden. The debate compounded existing concerns about Biden's weakness, then the assassination attempt reinforced perceptions of Trump's strength.

"You put a picture of Trump shaking his fist in the face of an assassin alongside a picture of Biden's blank state in the debate, and there you have the choice," Ayres told me. Trump's critics in both parties fear that such a vivid contrast could validate Bill Clinton's famous maxim that, in American politics, "strong and wrong" usually beats "weak and right."

Against these headwinds, the Biden campaign maintains that it still can compete for all seven of the swing states across the Sun Belt and Rust Belt. But hardly any other professionals in either party believe that Biden can plausibly win Georgia or North Carolina in the Southeast; as for the southwestern battlegrounds of Arizona and Nevada, polls consistently show Trump leading there as well.

The dominant view among Democrats is that the most--perhaps the only--plausible path to stopping Trump runs through the industrial Midwest. If Biden sweeps Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin, and holds every other state that he won in 2020 by 2.5 points or more, he would reach exactly the 270 Electoral College votes he needs to win. (That arithmetic would also require Democrats to hold the District of Columbia, as well as the congressional district centered on Omaha, Nebraska, in one of the two states that award some of their electoral votes by district.)

Jen O'Malley Dillon, the Biden-campaign chair, claimed in a recent memo to staff that the Sun Belt states are still within reach, but she did acknowledge that winning the big three Rust Belt states was "the clearest pathway" to victory. As O'Malley Dillon noted, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin are each part of what I termed in 2009 the "blue wall." That referred to the 18 states that ultimately voted Democratic in all six presidential elections from 1992 through 2012.

Recent history offers Democrats some reasons for optimism about the Rust Belt battlegrounds. Trump won the 2016 election because he dislodged Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin from the blue wall by a combined 78,000 votes. But after Trump's unexpected breakthrough then, resistance to him has powered a substantial Democratic recovery in all three states. In 2018, Democrats won the governorship of those states; in 2020, Biden won them all fairly comfortably; and in the 2022 midterms, the Democrats swept the three governorships again--in each instance, by wider margins than Biden's victory two years earlier.

Biden's position is relatively stronger in these three Rust Belt battlegrounds than in the four Sun Belt ones largely because of the surprising racial inversion shaping the two parties' coalitions this year. Compared with 2020, Biden's support has eroded considerably more among nonwhite than white voters and more among younger than older voters (trends that his campaign says have persisted after the debate in its own polling). That shift has left the president facing a tougher climb in the younger and more racially diverse Sun Belt states than in the older, less diverse industrial ones--a head-spinning reversal for strategists of both parties.

Reinforcing the Biden campaign's imperative of focusing on the Rust Belt is the fact that the minority population there is concentrated among Black voters. Democrats believe they have a better chance of reversing Trump's early inroads with this demographic group than with the Hispanic voters more plentiful in the southwestern states.

Biden usually runs better in Wisconsin than in any other swing state. As for Michigan, Adrian Hemond, a consultant for Democrats and progressive causes, told me, "You can't feel great about it, but you certainly can't feel like all is lost." Of the three states, Biden is performing most poorly in the one with the most electoral votes: his original home state of Pennsylvania. But if Biden can't sweep all three former blue-wall states, every other path forward for him is rocky.

The Biden campaign's message to legions of distraught Democrats comes down to one word: wait. The core of its case for recovery is that Biden will revive when, in the final weeks of the election, voters fully weigh reelecting Trump.

"We know that the election for many voters is still not clearly defined as a choice between Biden and Trump," Dan Kanninen, the Biden campaign's battleground-states director, told me this week. "Once we do define that choice on the issues--on the record of Joe Biden, on values, on what Donald Trump represents--we move voters to our camp. We know the voters whom we have to win back favor us quite a bit more on all those fronts."

Moreover, Kanninen said, Biden has spent months building a grassroots organization to deliver that message in the swing states, while Trump and the GOP are now scrambling to catch up (with a big financial assist from Elon Musk). "When those core issues are front and center for voters, with an apparatus in these states," Kanninen told me, "and with trusted messengers that can drive that home to voters, that's how you win."

Biden advisers maintain that he is still well positioned because so many of the voters who have moved away from him since 2020 are from traditionally Democratic-leaning constituencies--particularly younger, Black, and Latino voters. "The people who are still making up their minds in this election--and there are enough of them in the key battleground states that the president can win--do not like Donald Trump," Molly Murphy, one of Biden's pollsters, told me. "They have deep concerns about him. Those double dislikers feel much more intensely negative toward Trump than toward the president. That is why this is not yet settled."

Few outside Trump's own campaign would dispute that resistance to the former president remains substantial, with most voters viewing him unfavorably, many considering him a threat to democracy, and crucial elements of his agenda and record--such as extending his 2017 tax cuts for the rich and corporations, and overturning Roe v. Wade--remaining unpopular.

Even so, many operatives in both parties consider it wishful thinking--"delusional," Ayres said--to believe that Biden's standing in the polls will inevitably rise as voters focus more on Trump. Strategists in both parties believe that the doubts about Biden's capacity will prevent him from shifting voters' attention solely to Trump.

If anything, the comparison between the two tends to benefit Trump: Retrospective assessments of his job performance now typically exceed his highest ratings during his actual presidency. That may be because voters are reconsidering Trump primarily on the issues that cause them the most discontent with the current president--inflation, the border, and crime--rather than on other aspects of Trump's tenure they disliked at the time. Although Biden has virtually monopolized TV ad-buying across the swing states all year, a new survey released this week showed that Trump's retrospective job approval was now at least 7 points higher than Biden's current one in all of them. That is a formidable advantage.

Tresa Undem, a pollster for progressive groups and causes, points to a further flaw in the strategy of framing the race as a referendum on Trump: It requires Biden to drive home a cogent negative message--something that he has shown little consistent ability to do. "Biden's problem is that polling for months and months shows that he has zero room for error just to have a shot at winning," Undem told me. "That's where the ability to campaign effectively becomes a real issue--articulating one's record, one's vision for the future, and the threat in clear, inspiring, and convincing ways. Is he up for that?"

Like many other worried Democrats, she fears the answer is no. That's why Undem, along with the great majority of Democratic strategists and donors I've spoken with since the debate, desperately wants the party to replace Biden with another nominee, probably Vice President Kamala Harris. Yet no clear consensus to replace Biden has emerged among Democratic voters, elected officials, or interest groups.

The movement to replace Biden seems to wax and wane on an almost hourly basis. Yesterday, Representative Adam Schiff, who is running for a U.S. Senate seat in California, provided new momentum when he called on Biden to withdraw; late in the day, ABC's Jonathan Karl reported that Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer had privately urged Biden to step aside in a meeting last weekend. But the president still appears dug in. And Biden's allies are pushing forward with a plan to short-circuit opposition by holding an online roll-call vote of delegates to renominate him before the Democratic convention opens in Chicago on August 19--though yesterday they backed away from the accelerated timetable first proposed. More twists seem inevitable before Biden's fate as leader is settled.

The implications of a Trump victory extend far beyond a second White House term. If a decisive Trump win in November also delivers an unassailable Senate majority, that could reshape American life and the underpinnings of our constitutional democracy long after 2028.

Democrats this year are defending three Senate seats in states Trump is virtually certain to win (West Virginia, Montana, and Ohio); five more seats in swing states where Biden now trails (Arizona, Nevada, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin); and several other seats in blue-leaning states where the presidential contest looks unexpectedly close (including New Mexico and New Jersey).

Democrats have been reassured by polls showing that their Senate candidates are ahead in almost all of those states (except for West Virginia and, intermittently, Montana). Far from clear, though, is whether Democrats can maintain those advantages if Biden loses badly: In 2016 and 2020, just one Senate candidate, out of 69 races, won in a state that favored the other party's presidential candidate.

Concern is growing among Democrats that Republicans will show up in droves to support Trump after he was nearly assassinated last weekend, whereas Democratic-leaning younger and nonwhite voters may feel too dispirited by Biden's struggles to do the same. Resistance to Trump did spur big turnout in Democratic constituencies for the 2018, 2020, and 2022 elections (defying predictions of a "red wave" in the latter case). But Undem speaks for many Democrats when she questions whether hostility toward Trump will sufficiently offset disillusionment with Biden. "I keep wondering: Will people vote 100 percent against someone and zero percent for someone?" she told me. "Maybe if the threat becomes big enough, but it seems pretty dang hard."

If a turnout edge does develop for Republicans, many of the Democratic senators now leading in swing states where Biden is trailing could also fall short. The consequences of such a surge cannot be overstated. It could allow Republicans to establish a majority in the Senate that would prove insuperable for Democrats until at least 2030 (because very few Republican-held Senate seats will be vulnerable to Democrats in the cycles before then).

With Trump back in the White House, a sustained Senate majority would give the GOP more than enough time to nominate and confirm much younger replacements for Supreme Court Justices Samuel Alito and Clarence Thomas, both of whom are in their mid-70s. That could lock in a conservative majority on the Court until as late as 2050.

These are among the very high stakes that Biden and Democratic leaders are gambling with as the president insists, despite his obvious vulnerability, that he remains the best hope of preventing a second Trump presidency. As for Trump, such a restoration, which seemed inconceivable in the days after the January 6 insurrection, moves a step closer tonight with his address to a jubilant Republican National Convention.
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J.D. Vance's MAGA Transformation Is Complete

The Republican vice presidential candidate has one goal: to be just like his running mate.

by John Hendrickson




J.D. Vance's speech at the Republican National Convention completed his transformation from Never-Trumper to Trump's MAGA torch-bearer.

Vance dutifully spent his first five minutes praising the GOP leader sitting in front of him. "Consider the lies they told you about Donald Trump," he told the crowd. "And then look at that photo of him, defiant fist in the air."

When he turned to policy, he sounded especially Trumpian. Under the Trump-Vance administration, he said, "When we allow newcomers into our American family, we allow them on our terms." He spoke of preserving "the continuity of this project," of reopening factories and making products "with the hands of American workers." He blamed the country's real estate woes on the "millions of illegal aliens" that Democrats had "flooded" into the United States. Citizens, he said, "had to compete with people who shouldn't even be here for precious housing."

The crowd loved it: Through it all, the floor of delegates and thousands of attendees cycled through chants of approval, from "U-S-A!" to "Drill baby drill!" to "Joe must go!"

The response to his speech reflected an overall excitement about Vance at the convention this week. In my conversations with party leaders, delegates, strategists, and operatives, I heard enthusiasm for Vance's youth and his potential to attract Rust Belt voters. That Vance once referred to Trump as "cultural heroin" isn't seen as a liability. Some Vance supporters even try to spin it as a redemption tale: Vance was a doubter, now he's a believer. 



Many Republicans seem enamored with Vance's life story: He grew up poor in Middletown, Ohio, joined the Marines, then earned degrees from Ohio State and Yale Law School. Plus he's only 39. "Very, very smart, remarkable entrepreneur, great background in middle America," Newt Gingrich told me of Vance while posing for selfies on the convention floor. "It will be fascinating to watch him debate Kamala." Former House Speaker Kevin McCarthy told me that Trump had made "a great pick" in selecting the Ohio senator. "He's going to be able to go into areas in Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, and Michigan that normally don't vote for Republicans, and when people get to know his life story, I think it's going to resonate pretty well," McCarthy said. Bruce LeVell, a longtime Trump ally and a 2024 Georgia delegate, said, "We need that youth!"

Read: Silicon Valley got their guy

At a panel this morning hosted by the University of Chicago Institute of Politics and The Cook Political Report, the Trump pollster Tony Fabrizio touched on Vance's impact on the race. He said that Trump's easiest path to 270 electoral votes is to win every state he won in 2020, plus Georgia and Pennsylvania. Vance, he predicted, would appeal to blue-collar voters. As proof, he pointed to the way Teamsters president Sean O'Brien had praised Vance during his fiery RNC speech on Monday night. Without holding the "blue wall" of Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Ohio, Biden cannot win this election. Trump's team is ready to exploit this weakness. "You will see J.D. Vance planted in Rust Belt states very heavily between now and election day," Fabrizio said. As it happens, Trump and Vance are already scheduled to appear at a rally in Grand Rapids, Michigan, this coming Saturday.


A Trump campaign sign with 'VANCE' handwritten on it at the RNC. (Joseph Rushmore for The Atlantic)



But for all his political assets, Vance has one huge mark in his record: his history of criticizing Trump. Most of the Republicans I spoke with were diplomatic about Vance's political evolution. "I think, like so many other people, he formulated his opinion based on what people told him--not on what he actually observed," Dr. Ben Carson, who served as Trump's secretary of Housing and Urban Development, told me.

Charlie Kirk, the founder of Turning Point USA and Turning Point Action, pushed back on my assertion that Vance had made a heel-turn. "His values did not transform--his opinion of Trump did," Kirk argued to me this morning. (He was wearing a t-shirt splashed with a photo of Trump's raised fist above the phrase NEVER SURRENDER.) Kirk told me that Vance was "shocked" when, earlier this year, his name began popping up as a potential vice president. He considers Vance a personal friend. Kirk also played a role in Vance's rise within Trumpworld, boosting him on social media and in real life. Last month, Vance unsubtly made his pitch to be vice president at Turning Point's People's convention in Detroit. Kirk had his back. "When I first spoke to President Trump, I said, 'You know, [Vance] said bad stuff about you in 2016.' He's like, 'I know.' I said, 'That's why you should choose him.'" Kirk's logic was that seeing someone like Vance come around to the former president might convince the millions of Trump skeptics out there to follow his lead.

Tom Nichols: The Moral Collapse of J.D. Vance

The most charitable interpretation of Vance's switch is that he came away impressed with Trump's first term. But some Republicans I spoke with acknowledged the pragmatic politics of the situation. Tiffany Folk, an election commissioner in Seneca County, New York, and an alternate delegate, told me that she believes Vance "absolutely" detected the political winds shifting toward MAGA. "I think he saw something in Trump that we all at some point in our lives see in Trump," Folk said. "When you really see our party, there's no other option right now," she said.

Vance has looked elated all week. On Monday afternoon, not long after he became a made man, Vance waded through a mob of delegates on the convention floor, shaking hands and smiling ear-to-ear. Some delegates had hastily scribbled VANCE below Trump's name on their white campaign signs. The attention he drew seemed to grow by the hour. On Tuesday, I saw Vance hustling through the Fiserv Forum's 100-level corridors flanked by about 20 Secret Service agents, plus officers in full tactical gear. A few dozen Vance fans waited outside the satellite Newsmax studio where the potential VP was doing a midday interview. When Vance emerged, they called out to him like a Beatle: J.D! J.D.! He waved and nodded, then darted down the hall, surrounded by his entourage, a permanent grin on his face.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2024/07/jd-vance-republican-convention/679071/?utm_source=feed



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



It's J.D. Vance's Party Now

I assumed that the Ohio GOP would continue along a trajectory that valued reasonable, conservative governing, a process that by definition demands compromise. I was wrong.

by Stuart Stevens




What happened to the Ohio GOP? For generations, it was the epitome of a sane, high-functioning party with a boringly predictable pro-business sentiment that seemed to perfectly fit the state. Today, it has been remade in the image of native son J. D. Vance, the first vice-presidential candidate to sanction coup-plotting against the U.S. government.

In a speech to the Republican National Convention tonight that was virtually devoid of policy, he railed against corrupt elites and pledged his fealty to the man he once compared to heroin, suggesting that the American experiment depended on former President Donald Trump's election.

But don't make the mistake of thinking this transformation was the result of a hostile takeover; that implies there was a fight. The truth is that the old guard surrendered to forces contrary to what it had espoused as lifelong values.

Ohio was the home of Standard Oil, Dow Chemical, Goodyear Tires, and Procter and Gamble. Garrett Morgan, a co-founder of the Cleveland Association of Colored Men, devised an early version of the stoplight, a symbol of a state that thrived on normalcy. The Wright brothers invented the airplane in Dayton.

The Taft family defined the Ohio Republican Party. Cincinnati-born President William Howard Taft went to Yale, belonged to Skull and Bones, and was anointed by Theodore Roosevelt to succeed him. He trounced the populist William Jennings Bryan. His son Robert was "Mr. Republican," a senator from 1939 until his death, in 1953. His son Robert Jr. followed him to the Senate. His son Robert III was Ohio governor from 1999 to 2007. That's a 100-year run of one family dominating the state Republican Party. There's nothing else like it in American politics. You could argue that this dynasticism was stifling, but you could also say that it was the result of a desire for stability above all else.

David A. Graham: The next Republican leader

I first worked in Ohio for then-Representative John Kasich of Columbus. His parents were killed by a drunk driver in 1987 while leaving a Burger King. The son of a mailman, in Congress he became a powerful member of the House Budget Committee and voted for the assault-weapons ban and NAFTA. He was solid, funny, normal. Once, we sat around in his small house in a very middle-class neighborhood and listened to his impressive rock-record collection. He loved Creedence Clearwater's "Fortunate Son," embracing it as the anthem to his American story. He'd join in on the line "I'm no senator's son," laughing with joyous pride. We parted ways in 2000 when he ran for president, and I moved to Austin to work for George W. Bush, grandson of a senator and son of a president. Kasich lost that race but went on to serve two terms as Ohio's governor, from 2011 to 2019.

Later, I worked for Rob Portman, who embodied the Republican establishment in Ohio and nationally. A congressman from Cincinnati, he directed the Office of Management and Budget under George W. Bush, and was elected to the Senate in 2010. In vice-presidential-debate prep sessions that I moderated for Dick Cheney, he played Joe Lieberman and John Edwards, and later Barack Obama for Mitt Romney's presidential-debate preps. As Bush's trade representative, he opposed tariffs and promoted NAFTA. He founded the Senate Ukraine Caucus and traveled to Ukraine frequently. I've visited Ukrainian American clubs with him, and felt the passion he has for a country fighting for its freedom.

In the 2000 and 2004 Bush campaigns, I focused on Ohio, which we narrowly won both times. And I focused on the state again in Romney's 2012 campaign, when we lost it by three points. I assumed that the Ohio Republican Party would continue along a Kasich-Portman trajectory that valued reasonable, conservative governing, a process that by definition demands compromise. I was wrong.

When Kasich ran in the Republican presidential primary in 2016, he did win Ohio; it was the only state he won. Once most of the leading Ohio Republicans chose to accommodate Donald Trump, ordinary voters soon followed, delivering him the state in the 2016 general election and again in 2020 by large margins. No one thinks Trump needs Vance to repeat his victory in November; the former president didn't choose Vance to appeal to some new or contested constituency. Vance is Trump's instrument to fundamentally alter American society. He is Project 2025 personified, and has the intellectual and verbal skills to defend it far better than Trump. He's argued against no-fault divorce and has implied that women should be required to carry pregnancies to term even in cases of rape or incest. He's said he doesn't "really care what happens to Ukraine."

Given Kasich's son-of-a-mailman ethos and Portman's substantive focus on serious policy, I have a difficult time imagining a political ticket more repugnant to them than Trump-Vance. But these onetime giants of the Ohio GOP have proved unable to steer their party, and now J. D. Vance is its face.

J. D. Vance: Opioid of the masses

Kasich put up the strongest resistance, but it was ineffective. He refused to support Trump when he won the nomination in 2016. In 2020, he endorsed Joe Biden. After Trump received a Department of Justice letter notifying him that he was a target in the January 6 investigation, Kasich urged his co-partisans "to stand up and say something. And I'd like to see the donors step up and help them. The problem we have now is many people don't want to make a winner; they want to be with a winner," Kasich said.

In 2016, Portman was running for reelection in the Senate and tried to stay away from Trump, kayaking Ohio rivers while the Republican convention was held in Cleveland. After the Access Hollywood tape came out, Portman announced that he would not support Trump but added, "I will be voting for Mike Pence for president." That was a head-scratcher. In 2020, he endorsed Trump. After January 6, he voted not to convict Trump in his Senate impeachment trial. And when Vance ran to replace Portman, the retiring senator remained neutral in the primary and then endorsed Vance.

Ohio Governor Mike DeWine, profiled two years ago in The Atlantic as "The Last of the Establishment Republicans," has avoided confrontation with Trump. He says he will "support the nominee" in 2024 (though he notes that he will focus his campaigning efforts on local races).

On one level, this is politics as usual. Supporting your party's nominee is not odd. Nor is staying out of a primary to replace you. Mitt Romney became the first senator in U.S. history to vote to convict a member of his party in the first impeachment trial, so Portman not voting to convict in the second was perfectly conventional, even if seven Republicans broke the other way. But it is precisely politics as usual that allowed the Trumpification of the Ohio GOP.

Could the trinity of Kasich-Portman-DeWine have saved the party if they'd persisted? We'll never know. But the emergence of J. D. Vance, the first Ohioan to be on a national ticket since John Bricker ran with Thomas Dewey in 1944, has a Guns of August feel: that of powerful players sliding into a war no one desired or imagined. The once staunchly midwestern, mainstream Ohio GOP has now given us the first vice-presidential nominee who has pledged not to follow the Constitution if it stands in the way of political victory.

As historians frequently observe, autocrats are skilled at using the tools and benefits of democracy to end democracy. In the preface to their brilliant How Democracies Die, the Harvard professors Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt wrote, "Blatant dictatorship--in the form of fascism, communism, or military rule--has disappeared across much of the world. Military coups and other violent seizures of power are rare. Most countries hold regular elections. Democracies still die, but by different means."

If 2024 becomes a turning point in America's slide from democracy to autocracy, the Ohio Republican Party will serve as a case study of how well-intentioned people let the legacy of the American experiment slip through their fingers.
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How Risky Is COVID for an 81-Year-Old?

Once again, Joe Biden has COVID-19.

by Rachel Gutman-Wei




Today, for the third time in two years, President Joe Biden tested positive for COVID-19, the White House said. The president was in Las Vegas--attempting to convince voters, donors, and his fellow lawmakers that he is still the candidate best poised to defeat former President Donald Trump in November--when he fell ill with a runny nose and cough, according to a White House statement. He's already taking the antiviral Paxlovid and will isolate at his home in Delaware.

Since Biden's first two COVID bouts--an initial case and a rebound shortly thereafter in 2022--much has changed for the president, and for the trajectory of the pandemic. Biden's cognitive abilities have come under more intense scrutiny, especially following a debate with Trump last month in which the president demonstrated difficulty completing sentences and holding on to a train of thought. Reported rates of COVID infections, hospitalizations, and deaths have declined--thanks in large part to vaccination--and precautions have become ever more rare. Biden is vaccinated and has superb access to medical care. Chances are, he will be fine. Yet one basic fact remains unchanged: COVID is still capable of inflicting great damage, especially upon the elderly.

In June, according to provisional CDC data, about four out of every 100,000 Americans over the age of 75 (or 0.004 percent) died with COVID-19. That's a far cry from the staggering fatality rates of 2020 (roughly 0.17 percent for the same age group in April of that year), but still sizable in comparison with younger Americans' risk. The June 2024 COVID death rate among 30-to-39-year-olds, for example, is two out of every 10 million. Hospitalizations tell a similar story for the elderly: Last month, more than 60 out of every 100,000 Americans over 75 were hospitalized with COVID. And according to the CDC, this is likely an undercount.

Still, the risks of COVID seem to increase over even just a few years of life for the elderly. People 75 or older are currently 3.5 times as likely to be hospitalized and seven times as likely to die with COVID as people ages 65 to 74. And people in their 80s can accumulate health problems with startling speed. Heart disease, diabetes, kidney disease, cancer, and stroke--all maladies more likely to affect older people--increase a person's chances of serious complications from COVID.

Biden is as likely as any American of his age to come away from this infection with minimal long-term effects. So far, according to the White House's statement, his symptoms are mild, he has no fever, and his blood-oxygen level is normal. He was first vaccinated against COVID in 2020 and has received several shots since, most recently in September. Vaccines are proven to mitigate the most serious risks of the disease, especially among the elderly. And should things take a turn, Biden, as president, has care teams and resources at his instant disposal.

That said, as far as COVID is concerned, good for an 81-year-old is not reliably good. And COVID does not have to kill someone to have troubling, lasting effects. Even mild bouts of COVID can lead to symptoms that linger for weeks or years and range from inconvenient to debilitating. In a study published today, about 7.8 percent of patients infected since Omicron became the dominant variant in the United States developed long-term symptoms. Given current concerns about the president's health and brainpower, any further deterioration is a sobering prospect. A report published by the National Academies of Science last month found that older Americans are especially at risk of cognitive impairment following a COVID infection. What would that mean for a man who has already shown signs of substantial decline--a man subjected to the rigors of one of the most demanding jobs on the planet during the most crucial political campaign of our lifetimes, who refuses to lift the burden of American democracy from his aging shoulders?

Ten days ago--after Biden's feeble debate performance, but before a gunman attempted to assassinate his opponent at a rally--the president made a perplexing statement. Addressing the crowd at a Pennsylvania campaign event, he declared, "I ended the pandemic." The reality is that COVID continues to upend lives every day. Americans should be mindful that it could still upend elections, too.

Lila Shroff contributed reporting.
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Biden Has Failed to Halt the Revolt

Congressional Democrats want a new nominee.

by Russell Berman




President Joe Biden has spent the past three weeks desperately trying to convince Democrats that he's still got what it takes to win reelection. He's campaigned more vigorously than he has in years, holding rallies, sitting for televised interviews, conducting an hour-long press conference, and pleading his case directly to members of Congress in phone calls and Zoom meetings.

It's not working.

Opposition to his candidacy is mounting as lawmakers see more and more polls showing Donald Trump ahead in swing states and tied or leading in states that Biden won comfortably in 2020. A majority of Democrats in the House and the Senate now believe that the party should nominate someone else, Representative Seth Moulton of Massachusetts told me--an assessment that two other Democrats offered to me separately on the condition of anonymity. Several people told me that their doubts about Biden's viability had only deepened in the weeks since the debate. And that was before the White House announced earlier this evening that the president had tested positive for COVID-19.

David Frum: Biden's heartbreaking press conference

Moulton is one of 21 congressional Democrats--20 in the House and one in the Senate--who have publicly called on Biden to end his campaign following his dismal debate performance last month. "I haven't seen anything from him or the campaign thus far that suggests they're turning this around," Moulton told me yesterday.

The attempted assassination of Trump on Saturday prompted some Democrats to hold off on coming out against Biden, multiple lawmakers and aides told me this week. But today, Representative Adam Schiff of California, a long-serving House Democrat running for the Senate, became the party's most prominent elected official to call for Biden's exit. Jonathan Karl of ABC News also reported that Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer told the president in a private conversation on Saturday that it would be better for the country if Biden abandoned his reelection bid. (A Schumer spokesperson dismissed the report as "idle speculation.")

"The trends are still bleak, and getting bleaker," Representative Mike Quigley, an Illinois Democrat who was one of the first to seek Biden's withdrawal, told me. "Almost two-thirds of Americans think he lacks the acuity to do this, and there's almost nothing he can do to change their minds. It just looks like he's trying very hard, which is hard to watch."

These Democrats are running out of time, and they have no clear plan to replace Biden, who has insisted that he won't drop out unless "the Lord Almighty" tells him to. They secured a minor victory today when the Democratic National Convention agreed to hold its "virtual roll call" to nominate Biden no earlier than August 1. Those in the replace-Biden camp insist, however, that he shouldn't be nominated until the party's convention, which begins on August 19.

The DNC had initially announced plans to nominate Biden before the convention as a way of ensuring that he would appear on the ballot in Ohio, which had an early ballot deadline. In May, the state's legislature pushed back the deadline, but the DNC is sticking with its plan, angering many Democrats.

"That is perilous," Representative Gerry Connolly of Virginia, a Democrat who has not called for Biden to step aside, told me today. Such a move to cut off debate over Biden's candidacy, he said, "would further depress enthusiasm and energy in the party, which we can ill afford right now." (The DNC says that Republicans could challenge Biden's place on the ballot if the party doesn't nominate him early.)

Connolly said that he had been planning to sign a widely circulated letter protesting the DNC's plans, until Schumer and House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries intervened to broker a temporary compromise with the DNC. The two leaders agreed "that an expedited timeline for the virtual roll call would not be prudent," according to a person familiar with their conversation, who described their call on the condition of anonymity.

Biden still has his share of supporters. His strongest post-debate backing has come from left-leaning lawmakers with whom he has occasionally sparred as president. Progressives such as Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont and Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York are standing by him, as are many members of the Congressional Black Caucus.

"For me, there's no debate," Representative Haley Stevens of Michigan told me today, arguing that Biden remains the Democrat with the best chance to win. She warned about the risk of switching candidates after so much money has been spent to build a campaign around Biden in Michigan and other key states. "What does that look like? How do we operationally re-create a new campaign?" she asked. "Sometimes it looks too good. It looks too easy. Sometimes it looks like the grass is always greener on the other side."

Stevens said that Biden has won back some of her Democratic constituents with his campaign stops in recent weeks. Several voters who had called immediately after the debate to express their doubts about Biden, Stevens said, had since called back with a different message: I am sorry that I got so nervous and negative. I really appreciate your positivity.

Tyler Austin Harper: Believe your own eyes

The elected Democrats who want Biden to drop out describe no such conversions. Still, many remain torn about what to do. Their pressure campaign has yet to move the president, and some lawmakers worry that the criticism he's received from Democrats will ultimately hurt the party. "I'm not going to, at least at this juncture, create clips for the Republicans to use in the fall," one House Democrat, who wants Biden out but has yet to go public, told me.

For some, the choice is personal, even wrenching. Biden gave Connolly, who is now 74 and serving his eighth House term, his first job on Capitol Hill. Connolly worked for Biden on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee for a decade, writing speeches, drafting bills, shuttling with him between Delaware and Washington. "I'm not going to take a 45-year relationship and treat it like it doesn't matter. It does matter," Connolly told me, explaining why, despite his doubts about Biden's chances, he would not call for him to step aside.

"There are a lot of people, including me, that are worried for him," he said. "You're asking somebody who's clearly experiencing the fallout from aging to undertake a very rigorous assignment that has taken a toll on much younger, more robust individuals who preceded him."

Biden had hoped that the debate over his viability would be over by now. Early last week, momentum within the party seemed to be swinging in his favor, only for former Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi to restart the conversation by suggesting that Biden's decision to stay in the race was not final, despite his claims to the contrary. Then the shooting of Trump quieted the fervor again. But it is now rising once more. I asked Connolly whether he thought Biden would wind up the party's nominee after all. "I believe," he replied, "that question has not been resolved."
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The Spiritual Allegiance to Trump Is Deepening

The GOP has felt pretty confident about its candidate since the debate, but the shooting added a whole new dimension.

by Lora Kelley




This is an edition of The Atlantic Daily, a newsletter that guides you through the biggest stories of the day, helps you discover new ideas, and recommends the best in culture. Sign up for it here.


The Republican National Convention is more than halfway through, and the mood is serene--even spiritual. I spoke with my colleague Mark Leibovich, who is at the convention in Milwaukee, about how the attempted assassination of Donald Trump has only reinforced confidence within his party.

But first, here are three new stories from The Atlantic.

	Eliot A. Cohen: Cancel the foreign-policy apocalypse.
 	Graeme Wood: The case for calming down
 	Make America Hungary again.




Unambiguous Faith

Lora Kelley: How has the assassination attempt shaped the mood of the RNC?

Mark Leibovich: People are definitely jarred by it. But now that a few days have passed since the shooting, there's a sense of divine intervention, like Trump has been touched by God. This seems to have stoked an almost spiritual allegiance to him.

There's an even greater sense of confidence I was hearing while interviewing a bunch of people earlier this week--senators, congressmen, delegates. There are a lot of reasons for them to feel confident based on the political realities on the ground. But the shooting added a new dimension to the collective faith that people have in Trump. This is clearly the party of Trump, and there is no sign of any resistance. Mostly, people are just here for a coronation.

On Monday, I overheard a guy saying that he went out to a drugstore and bought a bunch of gauze pads--like the one Trump was wearing on his ear Monday night--and that he was going to put some kind of logo on them and try to sell them or pass them out. By yesterday, I was seeing people wearing them--mostly plain gauze pads, but I saw a few with writing and logos on them. The merchandising wheels are in motion.

Lora: Is this a different type of RNC than the one you were anticipating before last Saturday?

Mark: The week so far has been spirited but also serene. At the RNC there's usually much more of a siege mentality. There's a big victim complex in this version of the Republican Party, this sense of We're fighting long odds and everyone's against us. But that feeling is not as strong now.

I was at Trump's first convention, in 2016 in Cleveland, and a lot of the delegates I talked with this week were there too. At that point, Trump had not quelled the resistance to him at all. Ted Cruz gave this very defiant speech, and was basically booed throughout by the Trump supporters in the crowd.

The contrast to this week is really stark. Now we're seeing an even more extreme level of falling in line than seemed possible. People were very happy to embrace J. D. Vance, too. That's an extension of the unambiguous faith people seem to have in Trump.

Lora: What are attendees' reactions to the name Joe Biden?

Mark: There's not so much anger as head-shaking, almost a sense of pity. Biden is part of the good fortune Republicans feel right now. They don't even seem to be bothering with the usual vilification. It's more of a quiet vilification, almost as if they're picking on a feeble target at this point.

I don't want to understate the contempt people here have for the other side and for Biden--and for what losing could look and feel like. Who knows how Republicans would react to a surprise on Election Night? But that does not seem like the prevailing mood, at least so far--and that also may have to do with the shooting.

Lora: What are you seeing from Trump himself?

Mark: There were reports that Trump was thinking about changing the tone of the event to something more unifying and conciliatory, not the usual combative tone. I don't know if that's going to hold.

When Trump came out last night, he looked a little bit moved. He doesn't usually look moved. It seemed to be a look of genuine--I would never say humble, but his face seemed quieter. His whole vibe seemed quieter. He seemed to still be a little bit shocked at what happened to him on Saturday. That would be a normal reaction.

Related:

	John Hendrickson: "Everything is in place now."
 	Tim Alberta: "What the heck just happened?"




Today's News

 	Representative Adam Schiff called for Joe Biden to drop out of the presidential race. He is the most prominent elected Democrat to do so thus far.
 	House Speaker Mike Johnson announced that he will create a bipartisan task force to investigate Saturday's assassination attempt on Donald Trump.
 	J. D. Vance, Trump's newly announced running mate, will speak tonight at the Republican National Convention.
 




Dispatches

	The Weekly Planet: The search for alien life starts on Earth, but the places that could most help scientists find it are melting away, Marina Koren writes.


Explore all of our newsletters here.



Evening Read


Mark Seliger / August



The Improbable Rise and Savage Fall of Siegfried & Roy

By Chris Jones and Michael J. Mooney

The last survivors of a lost empire live behind the Mirage, in Las Vegas, out back by the pool. On a good day, Siegfried & Roy's Secret Garden will draw more than 1,000 visitors, the $25 adult admission fee justified mostly by the palm shade and tranquility it offers relative to the mania outside its walls. There are also long summer stretches when it's 100 degrees and things get a little grim. During a recent visit, only a few families strolled through, surveying the five sleeping animals on display: three tigers, a lion, and a leopard. The Secret Garden ostensibly operates as an educational facility. "Look, a lion," one young father said to his son, while pointing at a tiger.


Read the full article.

More From The Atlantic

	A new development in the debate about Instagram and teens
 	Not your typical prison drama
 	A poem for Wednesday




Culture Break


Pat Thomas for The Atlantic



Watch. Simone Biles Rising, a four-part Netflix docuseries about the gymnast, explores the limits of "work ethic."

Dine. Who wants to sit at a communal table? A lot more Americans than you might think.

Play our daily crossword.



P.S.

In a land far from Milwaukee, preparations for the Olympics are under way. I am eagerly awaiting the Summer Games (my quadrennial foray into niche sports fandom) and found my colleague Alan Taylor's selection of images from the 1924 Paris Olympics lovely. Some of the uniform choices are surprising, though the spectators' hats--and the general energy of the photos--spoke to me.

-- Lora



Did someone forward you this email? Sign up here.

When you buy a book using a link in this newsletter, we receive a commission. Thank you for supporting The Atlantic.
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Silicon Valley Got Their Guy

J. D. Vance has solidified tech's MAGA moment.

by Ali Breland




When Donald Trump tapped Senator J. D. Vance of Ohio to be his running mate on Monday, far-right influencers were pleased. The announcement was met with a chorus of "we're so back" and all of its iterations from people who post very angrily, many via pseudonymous accounts, about things including the inferiority of women, the inferiority of Black people, the inferiority of gay people, and the inferiority of Jewish people.



"Vance has voiced support for mass deportations and legal immigration restriction," wrote Patrick Casey, who previously led the white-nationalist group Identity Evropa, celebrating the vice-presidential pick. Bronze Age Pervert, whose actual name is Costin Alamariu and who espouses fascist and racist positions, re-shared Casey's post.



Some of Silicon Valley's most powerful people had a similar reaction--yet another marker of how portions of the tech world are drifting deeper into reactionary politics that flit around the edges of the far right. The prominent venture capitalists Marc Andreessen and Ben Horowitz are planning to donate to Trump's campaign, The Information reported yesterday. Elon Musk, who endorsed Trump after the assassination attempt on Saturday, also said he would donate $45 million a month to a Trump super PAC, and called Trump's VP pick an "excellent decision." The influential investor Balaji Srinivasan posted that Vance is "a great choice for VP."

Both the online far right and Silicon Valley have reason to be excited. Vance is steeped in the discourse of the online right. On X, he follows niche but popular anonymous posters such as Bronze Age Pervert, Raw Egg Nationalist, and Lomez, who have either expressed racist beliefs or, in the lattermost's case, released books by racists through his publishing house. Although people follow accounts on X for a number of reasons, what's more telling is that Vance is reportedly friends with Curtis Yarvin, an anti-egalitarian monarchist blogger who is an influential figure among the intellectual online right. Vance says that he doesn't cook with seed oils, a cause du jour of the online right, whose influencers say they cause obesity. He has publicly praised Viktor Orban, Hungary's authoritarian leader. And he has promoted a sanitized version of the "Great Replacement Theory," a white-supremacist conspiracy theory that there is an liberal plot to replace white people in the West with nonwhite immigrants.



Vance is also steeped in the world of Silicon Valley. He used to work for an investment firm run by Peter Thiel, the billionaire venture capitalist who has famously long harbored a melange of right-wing positions ranging from moderate to extremist. (A Thiel biographer, Max Chafkin, wrote that Vance was a political extension of Thiel.) Even when Vance left Silicon Valley proper, his connections followed him. When he founded a venture-capital firm in Cincinnati, he raised money from Thiel, Andreessen, and former Google CEO Eric Schmidt. Thiel reportedly was in the room when Vance first met Trump, in early 2021--and, more recently, Musk vouched for Vance as Trump mulled his VP decision.



Tech heavy hitters' pleasure with Trump's VP pick is in part because Vance is a former venture capitalist and a Thiel acolyte. But there is also something else happening. As my colleague Adrienne LaFrance wrote in "The Rise of Techno-Authoritarianism," the Silicon Valley embrace of Vance is another step in the direction of a political ideology Andreessen outlined in the "Techno-Optimist Manifesto" he published last year. He positioned the manifesto as an argument in favor of technological development, but it reads as a reactionary screed against anyone who questions the uninhibited development of technology corporations. He cites ideological patron saints that include Nick Land--an influential far-right philosopher who has dabbled in a form of eugenics Land calls "hyper racism"--and the Italian futurist F. T. Marinetti, who helped provide the intellectual underpinnings for fascism in the early 1900s. Musk has become a far-right influencer himself.

Read: The rise of techno-authoritarianism

Andreessen's and Musk's politics may not match one-to-one with Yarvin's, Bronze Age Pervert's, and the like. But as Ezra Klein wrote in October, they are all a part of a new group of figures on the right whose politics embody reaction more than free-market, limited-government principles. "It's a coalition obsessed with where we went wrong: the weakness, the political correctness, the liberalism, the trigger warnings, the smug elites," Klein writes. "It's a coalition that believes we were once hard and have become soft; worse, we have come to lionize softness and punish hardness."



This is what undergirds Vance's grievance politics. We are a nation that has strayed. This can be fixed only by strong hands. In the book that fueled his rise, Hillbilly Elegy, Vance critiqued Appalachians for their supposed weak mental pathologies that lock them in a recurring cycle of dysfunction. They had become like "the bugmen," Bronze Age Pervert's term for the people--primarily progressive and urban--who he claims have been made soft by the excesses of liberalism. This hatred of softness also shows up in tech. As Andreessen spells out in his manifesto, America has been led astray by "ESG" and "anti-merit" corporate policies, almost certainly code for diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts that have become reviled in parts of Silicon Valley.



When Andreessen wrote his manifesto in October, the threads between people like him and Bronze Age Pervert were starting to form but still seemed loose. The collective embrace of Vance suggests that they're getting tighter.
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When the Press Turns Its Back on Press Freedom

A <em>Wall Street Journal</em> reporter in Hong Kong says she was fired for her advocacy.

by Timothy McLaughlin




Hong Kong's leaders have found plenty of help--whether from active colluders, the silently complicit, or the simply fearful--during their five-year campaign to rid the city of opposition and dissent. This week, the editors of one of America's most prominent newspapers may have made an unexpected contribution: A Wall Street Journal reporter says she was fired after choosing to stand up for press freedom in Hong Kong.

Earlier today, Selina Cheng, a Journal reporter based in Hong Kong, announced in a statement that she had been fired shortly after she was elected chair of the Hong Kong Journalists Association. The HKJA is the city's largest journalism union and advocates for press freedom. Ever since Hong Kong's government quelled prodemocracy protests in 2019, it and the Chinese state media have made a point of attacking the HKJA for supposedly destabilizing and bad-mouthing the city.

Cheng told reporters at a press conference outside the Journal's Hong Kong office that her editors had pressured her not to run for chair of the association last month. They also asked her to step down from the association's board, of which she'd been a member since 2021, she said. Cheng refused the requests, even though she says she was told that doing so was "incompatible with my job."

Read: A newsroom at the edge of autocracy

"The right for reporters to work without fear must be protected not just by the law, but more crucially by ourselves--reporters, editors, and publishers," she said today.

A spokesperson for Dow Jones, which publishes the Journal, responded to a request for clarification by email. "While we can confirm that we made some personnel changes today, we don't comment on specific individuals," the email said, adding that the newspaper "has been and continues to be a fierce and vocal advocate for press freedom in Hong Kong and around the world."

Hong Kong's press freedoms have drastically constricted since 2019, according to Reporters Without Borders. Cheng's dismissal highlights the insidious effect of two sweeping, draconian national-security laws in this regard. The power of these laws, enacted in 2020 and earlier this year, is amplified by fear, which can lead organizations to go even further than the mandates demand.

Before she went to The Wall Street Journal, Cheng, a graduate of Columbia Journalism School, worked as an investigative reporter at HK01, a Chinese-language outlet. There she did the type of reporting that was once the hallmark of Hong Kong's spirited press corps. In 2017, she published a three-part series revealing accusations of sexual harassment against an associate of the disgraced Hollywood mogul Harvey Weinstein. Another of her investigations detailed horrific conditions and child abuse at a school for special-needs children in Hong Kong.

Starting around 2019, however, such reporting became more and more perilous in Hong Kong, as the city's government homed in on what it called "soft resistance," a catchall phrase for views that the authorities disliked. Numerous media outlets, including the prodemocracy newspaper Apple Daily, have been forced to close, and the ranks of journalists in the city have thinned considerably.

Cheng worked briefly for the independent Hong Kong Free Press, then joined The Wall Street Journal in 2022. In June, she was elected chair of the HKJA. The association had already endured waves of intensifying pressure. The HKJA's previous chair told me that he had been doxxed and frequently tailed around the city. Earlier this month, the Chinese-nationalist Global Times published a lengthy "investigation" into the HKJA, concluding that the association had a "spotty history of colluding with separatist politicians and instigating riots in Hong Kong." The outlet described Cheng's election as "absurd and disturbing" and singled out her reporting for the Journal as "attacking" Hong Kong's laws.

These days in Hong Kong, a verbal assault from state media or officials can be enough to spur a hasty retreat. The fear is understandable: Those charged under Hong Kong's new laws are almost always convicted, and almost never granted bail. Many Hong Kongers may decide that the risk is too great, and no one should judge them for it.

Read: How China weaponized the press

But large, international organizations with reach and influence are another matter. When these companies act preemptively out of fear, they provide cover for officials who can rightly point out that the organizations acted of their own accord. Some apparently find it easier to jump than even to risk being pushed.

"This is how press freedom dies--in seemingly minor accommodations and compromises that add up over time," Sheila Coronel of Columbia Journalism School wrote in a LinkedIn post. The observation applies broadly across Hong Kong, where many institutions have been corroded by timidity over the past five years.

The Atlantic reported in 2022 that major news outlets told their reporters not to run for president of the Foreign Correspondents Club of Hong Kong for fear of political backlash. One of those outlets was the Journal. Similar pressure tactics appear to have failed with Cheng, who survived a round of layoffs in May.

According to Cheng's statement, a Journal editor told her that newspaper employees could not be seen as advocating for press freedom in Hong Kong, even though such advocacy was allowed in Western countries, where press freedom is established. The apparent double standard is striking: The Journal seemed to have no problem with Cheng's reporting on the city's diminishing freedoms, but has allegedly drawn a line at the notion that she would directly defend those freedoms.

Such irresolution is particularly baffling coming from a newspaper that has, commendably, spared no effort to free Evan Gershkovich, its reporter who is detained in Russia. The Journal has a landing page dedicated to Gershkovich, with a timer clocking his days in jail.

"The necessity for journalists to uphold and defend press freedom is not relative to where we are in the world," Cheng said in her statement. That sentiment is one that the Journal, until recently, appeared to share.
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        A Century Ago, the Paris 1924 Summer Olympics

        
            	Alan Taylor

            	July 17, 2024

            	31 Photos

            	In Focus

        


        
            A hundred years ago, more than 3,000 athletes from 44 nations gathered in France for the Paris 1924 Summer Olympic Games (compared with 2024, when more than 10,000 athletes are expected from 206 nations). In 1924, competition took place in 126 events across 23 disciplines, at 17 Olympic venues in and around the city. Gathered below are images of the many events, athletes, and spectators at the 1924 Summer Olympics.


To receive an email notification every time new photo stories are published, sign up here.


        

        

        
        



    
 
    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: A team of 11 gymnasts pose in varying difficult stances, forming a symmetric scene.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Original caption from July 9, 1924: "Rocquencourt, France--The American Olympic candidates are taking more honors than hoped. Every man is right up to the minute physically, due to the rigorous training. Photo shows the American gymnasts during practice stunts at their Rocquencourt headquarters near here."
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                [image: An aerial view of a stadium, showing many people lining up to get in and watch an ongoing soccer match]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                An aerial view of Colombes Olympic Stadium, situated along the Seine river near Paris, as spectators file in to watch the football final during the 1924 Olympic Games
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                [image: Athletes march in a parade around the track inside a stadium, watched by a large crowd of spectators in the stands.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A general view of the Opening Ceremony of the Summer Olympics at Colombes Stadium on July 5, 1924
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                [image: Dignitaries sit in the stands of a stadium during an opening ceremony.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Edward, Prince of Wales (center), and Gaston Doumergue, president of France (right), attend the Opening Ceremony of the Summer Olympics in July 1924.
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                [image: Athletes in dress uniforms stand in rows inside a stadium.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The women of Team Great Britain, seen at the Opening Ceremony of the 1924 Olympic Games
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                [image: A person stands at a podium draped with an Olympic flag, addressing an audience, while surrounded by men wearing suits, and rows of athletes.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Count Justinien Clary, president of the French Olympic Committee, speaks during the Opening Ceremony.
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                The Indian delegation prepares to march into the Olympic Stadium during the Opening Ceremony.
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                [image: Runners kneel at a starting line, preparing to start a 100 meter race.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Runners ready themselves at the start of a 100-meter-flat qualifying heat on July 6, 1924. Note the ropes separating the lanes, and the divots dug into the track to help them push off.
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                [image: Several runners pass by during a cross-country race.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The Finnish athlete Paavo Nurmi runs ahead of the pack, leading the men's individual cross-country event at the Summer Olympics, around the Colombes suburb of Paris, on July 12, 1924. To the left of the frame, a photographer records the race (having just passed the Rue Paul Bert), with spectators standing behind a stone wall in the background. Nurmi won gold in the event.
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                [image: A goalkeeper approaches a ball as other soccer players rush toward him.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The Netherlands goalkeeper Gejus van der Meulen interrupts an attack by a player from Team Uruguay on June 6, 1924, during the Olympic Games in Paris.
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                [image: A tennis player runs while swinging her racket during a match.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Helen Wills of the United States plays during the doubles tennis match featuring Wills and partner Hazel Wightman against the British duo Phyllis Covell and Kathleen McKane. Wills and Wightman won the gold.
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                [image: A weightlifter holds an old-fashioned barbell over his head.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                France's Maurice Martin, fourth in the featherweight weightlifting event, lifts during the 1924 Olympic Games.
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                [image: Runners lean and stretch as they cross a finish line.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Britain's Harold Abrahams wins the 100-meter-flat final, ahead of Jackson Scholz of the United States and Arthur Porritt of New Zealand, at the 1924 Olympic Games.
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                [image: Several people use early radio equipment set up inside a race track in a stadium.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Original caption from Paris, July 1924: "This photo shows the radio station at the Colombes Stadium, by means of which spectators were able to follow the progress of the (Olympic) marathon race. Scouts along the route reported to this station by telephone, and a series of amplifiers carried the information to the thousands in the stands."
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                [image: A gymnast is seen in mid-air, leaping over a bar toward a vaulting horse apparatus.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                France's Albert Seguin performs a vault on the field inside Colombes Olympic Stadium on July 17, 1924. The format of the vault event at these Olympics differs from modern vaults--competitors ran and jumped from a small springboard, leaping over a bar, landing on their hands, and swinging their legs forward to land on the ground.
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                [image: People help hold up three tandem bicycles and riders on a track as they prepare for a race.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Teams prepare at the start of the tandem-cycling final at La Cipale Municipal Velodrome on July 26, 1924.
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                [image: Rows of rifle shooters take aim inside a shooting gallery.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Rows of competitors take aim during an Olympic shooting event in Reims on June 23, 1924.
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                [image: Eight rowers and a coxswain sit in a racing shell, floating in a broad river.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Team Great Britain, seen during a men's eights rowing event on the Seine in Paris
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                DeHart Hubbard of the United States wins the  running long jump with a distance of 24 feet 6 inches, becoming the first African American to win an individual Olympic gold medal.
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                [image: A group photo of a couple of dozen photographers in 1924, seen inside a sports stadium.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The official photographers covering the events at the Paris Games pose inside Colombes Olympic Stadium in July 1924.
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                The American Lee Barnes competes in the pole-vault final.
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                Ville Ritola of Finland runs toward a gold-medal finish in the 10,000-meter event, with Edvin Wide of Sweden in second place, on the track in Colombes Stadium on July 6, 1924.
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                The American swimmers Ruth Thomas, Helen Wainwright, and Martha Norelius, photographed during an event in Paris, 1924
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                [image: Swimmers dive in at the start of a race, watched by a large crowd.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Swimmers dive in at the start of the first heat of the 4x200m relay semifinals in the Tourelles water-sports stadium on July 18, 1924.
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                [image: A person makes a high dive into a pool in an aquatics stadium filled with many spectators.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The American Caroline Smith wins the 10-meter-high diving competition at the Tourelles water-sports stadium.
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                [image: A diver stretches out in mid-air during a high dive.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Elizabeth Becker, from the United States, dives during the 1924 Games.
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                An energized crowd cheers for Olympic competitors inside the Tourelles water-sports stadium on July 15, 1924.
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                Olympic swimmers from Team USA, Johnny Weissmuller and Duke Kahanamoku, shake hands during the competition at the 1924 Paris Olympics.
                #
            

            
                
                
                Bettmann / Getty
                
            

        

        
        
        
    


    
    	
        
        
        
            
            
            
        
    

    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: A crowd watches a water polo match.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Greece meets Czechoslovakia in a water-polo qualifier at the Tourelles water-sports stadium.
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                [image: A small pack of marathon runners, running on a tree-lined road.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Olympic marathon runners pass by on the road to Cormeilles in July 1924.
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                [image: A tennis player reaches out to swing their racket and hit a ball during a match.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The Frenchman Rene Lacoste takes on Vincent Richards, an American, in the men's singles quarterfinal on July 17, 1924.
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  We want to hear what you think about this article. Submit a letter to the editor or write to letters@theatlantic.com.
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The Case for Calming Down

America's political-violence problem is overblown.

by Graeme Wood




It took several hours to identify the corpse of the man who shot Donald Trump's ear last weekend and murdered a firefighter in the crowd behind him. During those hours, the fate of the presidential race and perhaps also the world depended on what investigators found. Iran had promised reprisal for Trump's 2020 assassination of Qassem Soleimani and, according to CNN, had recently redoubled its efforts. If the name of the assassin had come back as distinctively Persian, the United States and Iran might be at war right now. If the assassin turned out to be an antifa agitator, or even just an outspoken Biden-Harris fan, I would worry about Trump fans eager to repay blood with blood.

None of this happened. In fact, the motive and politics of the assassin--a 20-year-old from Bethel Park, Pennsylvania--turned out to be a bit of a riddle. Reports suggest that he was not fanatical about anything. He registered to vote as a Republican. He once gave money through ActBlue, a liberal fundraising site. A professional pollster would have tagged him as a potential "undecided" voter, if he hadn't just tried to kill one of the candidates. He sounds like a sad, friendless type, a victim of bullies. Maybe his was a case of suicide-by-Secret Service.

If so, that would complicate the claim that the shooting shows we have entered a new age of political violence. There is, granted, some reason to fear that we have. My colleagues David A. Graham and Adrienne LaFrance suggested as much this week, and David Frum wrote that violence has "stained every page of American political history." The January 6 riot, which included acts of political violence endorsed by Trump himself, are strong evidence in their favor, as was the murder of Heather Heyer at a political rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, in 2017. Even one punch thrown in a political brawl, to say nothing of a life taken, is cause for alarm and condemnation.

From the April 2023 issue: The new anarchy

I must be this magazine's house optimist, because even after the weekend's attempted murder, I remain mostly sanguine. When I read the pages of our recent political history, I am impressed at how lightly blood-spattered they have been. This optimism is a comfy posture, and I recommend it, because it is the accurate reading of the statistics on political violence, and because pessimism is its own enemy, and has a way of encouraging the very doom that it predicts.

If words were deeds, the case that we're in a new era of political violence would be easy. "There is much, much more heightened rhetoric in the last 10 to 15 years," Thomas Zeitzoff, a political scientist at American University, told me this week. "It heightens the stakes, and now both Democrats and Republicans see 2024 as the existential election." A May 2024 CTC Sentinel report by Pete Simi and co-authors found that, from 2013 to 2022, federal cases of threats against public officials rose from 38 a year to 62.

Another colleague, Anne Applebaum, recently called this "the language of assassination." The language of assassination is still far preferable to actual assassination. In a podcast yesterday, Rachel Kleinfeld of the Carnegie Endowment noted that "America has very little violence right now. We have lots of threats." (She expressed grave concern that those threats would ripen into something much worse.) Measuring change in actual political violence is not simple, Zeitzoff told me. Assassinations are easy to track, but they are so rare that just one or two will show up as a huge jump in the data. Other violence is hard to classify with precision (sometimes politicians get punched for nonpolitical reasons), and the true count might be obscured because law enforcement varies in its success at busting criminal gangs before they strike. Judging from the Global Terrorism Database, political violence in the U.S. ticked upward slightly in 2020, the last full year on record. But the trend is hardly decisive.

As long as we are working from anecdotes, I come with some of my own. To spend any time at all covering politics overseas, as I have, is to notice that political violence in America, far from being ubiquitous, is extremely rare. My first reporting gigs were in Asia. In 1999, on my first day covering Cambodia, my editor sent me out to cover a political rally and told me that if someone threw a grenade toward the crowd, I should not try to outrun it, because I probably wouldn't have time. "Instead dive away," she said. "It might blow off your feet, but it won't kill you." In Bangladesh, I was advised to stay off the streets because one party had called a general strike, and if I defied it and drove into central Dhaka, its members would throw bricks at my car and set it on fire. These were normal news days, not exceptional ones. Not once have I attended an American political event where I thought I might have to choose between my life and my extremities.

Latin America is even worse, and in extreme cases the violence reaches levels where even a successful assassination is barely news. In the 2019 electoral season in Colombia, 364 candidates for elected office were physically attacked, and 91 of them were killed, according to one report. Other countries are milder, but in Mexico, political offices are firebombed, and in a bloody campaign in Brazil, then-future President Jair Bolsonaro was stabbed. As for gentle Europe: throughout the '60s and '70s, street violence and bombings were commonplace. Terrorists kidnapped and murdered a former Italian prime minister in 1978. Even now, violent street clashes happen in Berlin on a ritualized annual basis. (The upshot of these events is mostly fun and beer drinking and property damage, but see how much fun you have if you try to defend your property.) In 2016, the British parliamentarian Jo Cox was shot and stabbed to death by a white supremacist. Two months ago, the prime minister of Slovakia was shot five times by a man who disagreed with his politics.

I realize that "we aren't Colombia yet" is hardly reassuring. But it's not just the quantity of American violence. It's the quality. In many places, the violence is perpetrated by people closely tied to the movements in whose name they are killing. In the United States, the perpetrators are notable for their social isolation. The man who shot Democratic Representative Gabby Giffords in the face in 2011 was so disturbed, he was barely fit to stand trial. The left-wing activist who shot Republican Representative Steve Scalise was a violent screwball, unaffiliated with any extremist groups. The would-be assassin who shot Trump had social challenges too, and current reporting suggests that those challenges contributed to this crime as much as any political belief. (The best counterexample, where violence was perpetrated by those close to a mainstream group, is the aforementioned January 6 attack on the Capitol.)

Derek Thompson: Stop pretending you know how this will end

The data are not as tidy as one might like. "We are definitely missing a good database," Jacob Ware, who studies terrorism at the Council on Foreign Relations, told me. "The government should be tracking these numbers [of incidents of political violence], but doesn't have a uniform mechanism or even definition." Under these circumstances, one should hesitate to state with confidence that America is politically violent and getting worse.

I feel that it isn't and fear that it is. But I'm also wary of letting that fear guide me. When Trump stood up, in his now-famous bloodied pose, and yelled "Fight," he did so under what I assume was the reasonable belief that he had been shot by a political opponent who represented a movement--and that their attack was to be met with equal vigor. An unfounded belief that violence has become the coin of the realm of American politics has a way of convincing people that to engage in politics, one must be prepared to engage in combat. We should be cautious about accepting such beliefs, before the data force us to do so.
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Make America Hungary Again

Building a quasi-dictatorship in a place where most people believe in democracy is a particular art that Viktor Orban has mastered.

by Zack Beauchamp




At last week's NATO summit, one allied leader distinguished himself from the pack of those anxious about the possibility that Joe Biden might lose the November presidential election to Donald Trump: Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, the leader of the European Union's only authoritarian member state, accused his European peers of being "the people on the Titanic playing violins as the ship went down." Orban left the conference early on Thursday to meet with Trump in Florida--his second visit to Mar-a-Lago this year, after he went there in March to endorse Trump's presidential bid.

This is no unrequited love affair. In the past several years, Orban has become perhaps the most popular foreign leader in the Republican Party. Trump released a video in April calling Orban a "great man," and vowing to work closely with him "once again when I take the oath of office." Senator J. D. Vance, Trump's running mate, has cited Orban as a policy inspiration, saying that "he's made some smart decisions there that we could learn from in the United States."

Trump's admiration for autocrats is no secret, but Orban represents something particularly insidious. Hungary has become an authoritarian beachhead in the heart of Europe by custom-building its quasi-dictatorship to survive and even thrive in a place where most people believe in democracy. Orban has created a system that can pull the wool over his citizens' eyes, making them feel as though they have power over the state even as the state exerts power over them.


This article has been adapted from Zack Beauchamp's new book, The Reactionary Spirit: How America's Most Insidious Political Tradition Swept the World.



In theory, Hungary should have been rocky soil for authoritarianism to flourish, given its decades-long, bitter experience with communism. But the reactionary spirit--the impulse to turn to authoritarianism as a means of staving off social change--remained a powerful lure for sectors of its society. Orban skillfully manipulated this sentiment to build support for his political project and hid his assault on democracy behind subtle, legalistic maneuvering. He devised a playbook for paying lip service to democracy while hollowing out its institutions until an incumbent basically can't lose. The Republican Party's chorus of praise for this project is revealing, to say the least.



Hungary's transition to democracy in the early 1990s was so swift and smooth as to be the envy of many of its neighbors, particularly the ones to its south and east. In those years, Hungary was widely seen as a model of post-communist economic, political, and social stability. Orban and his Fidesz party were an important part of that success story. They emerged from an anti-communist student movement on the center right, and Orban served as prime minister from 1998 to 2002.

In 2002, Fidesz lost an election to Hungary's center-left Socialists. Orban spent the next eight years nursing a political grudge that would curdle into an ever more hard-line political agenda. He was fortunate in his enemies: The country's economy was devastated by the 2008 recession, and the Socialist government was mired in scandal. Its leader, Ferenc Gyurcsany, had been caught on tape admitting that he had lied about Hungary's economic situation. In 2010, Fidesz campaigned as a clean and competent alternative to an unpopular incumbent.

Jacob Heilbrunn: Behind the American right's fascination with Viktor Orban

The party returned to power with a two-thirds majority--and as the avatar of a new, hard-right authoritarianism that was not quite what it had promised voters. So instead of announcing their intention to construct an autocratic state, Orban and his allies approached the project like lawyers--altering the Hungarian legal code in ways both bold and devious. Many of their tactics passed below the radar of all but the most attentive experts and activists. Over time, the combined weight of them made Fidesz extremely difficult to dislodge through electoral means.

First, the party rewrote the entire Hungarian constitution in secret. Parliament passed the new constitution after only nine days of debate. Changes included a restructuring of Hungarian elections, such that more than half of parliamentary representatives would be chosen through single-member, American-style districts (the remainder are determined by a national proportional-vote share). In drawing the new districts, Fidesz abused a rule that allowed the government to vary them in size from roughly 60,000 to 90,000 people.


(Top) Members of the Hungarian new government take the oath of office at Hungarian Parliament in Budapest, Hungary on May 24, 2022. (Bottom) Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban holds a news conference in Budapest, Hungary, June 12, 2020. (Attila Volgyi Xinhua / eyevine /Redux; Bernadett Szabo / Reuters)



The new map packed opposition voters into a handful of larger districts, diluting their votes, while pro-Fidesz voters were distributed among smaller districts. This gerrymandered system would allow Fidesz to fall short of a popular-vote majority but still win a two-thirds majority in Parliament--something that happened not once but twice, in 2014 and 2018.

A blizzard of other electoral changes accompanied the redistricting. Each was incremental, and potentially even defensible in isolation. But in combination, the laws erected extraordinary barriers that would keep opposition parties from winning elections. For example, the old system had allowed for a runoff in any district where the victorious candidate got less than 50 percent of the vote. The new system abolished the runoff, allowing a party to win a district with a mere plurality. At the same time, Fidesz created a rule that required national parties to compete in at least 27 single-member districts--even as the party passed laws that made it trickier for small parties to unite on a joint list. The result was that the various opposition parties were basically forced to split the anti-Fidesz vote in many districts, allowing Orban's candidates to win with relatively small pluralities.

Such election-law minutiae can be confusing, even boring. Fidesz leaders knew this and counted on the public to tune out the legal arcana as the party adopted rafts of technical new policies that together served to entrench it in power. Kim Lane Scheppele, a professor at Princeton who studies Hungarian law, told me that the relevant changes were sometimes hidden across different statutes in unrelated areas. A significant change to election law might end up in, for example, counterterrorism legislation.

Scheppele termed Orban's overall strategy "autocratic legalism," which she defined as the use of legally aboveboard, procedurally sound, incremental measures to replace democratic practices with authoritarian ones. Fidesz tends to pass laws that somewhat resemble those in peer democracies, so that the party can maintain a democratic veneer--and plausibly say that it's standing up for freedom while actually restricting it.

Many of Orban's early policies follow this pattern. One law lowered the maximum retirement age for judges from 70 to 62, which created hundreds of vacancies that Fidesz promptly filled with its allies. Orban then expanded the jurisdiction of the constitutional court, which is tasked with reviewing legislation, to ensure that his newly appointed friends would be the ones deciding key cases for his government. In 2018, Orban went on to form a whole new court system to oversee "administrative" concerns, such as election law and corruption. Its judges were--unsurprisingly--Fidesz cronies.

The combination of a two-thirds majority in Parliament and control over the courts has allowed the Fidesz government to assert its will across Hungarian society, systematically taking control of institutions that could potentially threaten its lock on political power.

The press is perhaps the most striking example. After the 2010 election, the government passed a law that brought Hungary's public media outlets--the equivalents of, say, the BBC in Britain--under the aegis of a new Fidesz-controlled institution that fired independent reporters and replaced them with government mouthpieces. The law also created a body called the Media Council, which Fidesz dominated, and gave it the power to fine private media organizations for vague offenses (such as failing to be balanced). Marius Dragomir, a professor at Central European University, told me that Orban sold this move as a corrective to left-wing bias in Hungarian media, although in reality, left-wing simply meant independent of Orban.

But Fidesz's most effective tool in bringing the press to heel may have been simple market pressure. During the 2010s, the news media globally experienced a revenue crisis as advertising dollars flowed instead to online giants such as Google. In Hungary, the government had traditionally purchased advertising space from media outlets for public-service announcements and the like, and the outlets depended inordinately on this revenue. Fidesz politicized the funding stream, shoveling government ad dollars toward friendly outlets while letting critical outlets starve until they had little choice but to be sold off to the state or one of its allies. Whenever market pressure wasn't enough, the party would use the tools provided by the 2010 media law.

Dragomir's research found that, by 2017, roughly 90 percent of all media in Hungary was directly or indirectly controlled by the government, and the proportion has only grown since. On a single day in 2018, Fidesz cronies consolidated about 500 outlets under the management of a new Fidesz-run "nonprofit" called the Central European Press and Media Foundation, which overnight became the largest media conglomerate in Europe. In 2020, Index--the largest remaining independent outlet in the country--was sold to Fidesz interests. In 2021, the radio station Klubradio, which had somehow survived losing 90 percent of its ad revenue during Fidesz's first year back in power, was forced off the airwaves by the Media Council. Klubradio now broadcasts exclusively online; the government gave its former frequency to a pro-Fidesz outlet.

Today Hungary is in the grips of a near-perfect system of subtle authoritarianism. Elections do not need to be nakedly rigged, in the sense of falsifying vote counts, because the deck is so stacked against the opposition that winning is functionally impossible. The greatest proof of the system's resilience came in 2022, when Hungary's main opposition parties overcame numerous hurdles to unite on a single ticket. In each district, these parties carefully selected the candidates--more conservative ones in rural areas, more left-leaning ones in Budapest--who would best compete with Fidesz. The idea was to circumvent the system that had forced vote splitting between opposition candidates and give the Hungarian people a binary choice: Fidesz or literally anyone else.

Perhaps this gambit could have worked in 2014, before Orban fully consolidated control. But in the intervening years, the electoral rules and the press had become so tilted that even a united opposition faced nearly insurmountable challenges. Financially hobbled, fighting on a gerrymandered map, and unable to get its message out because of government control of the press, the opposition was crushed. Fidesz won another two-thirds majority in Parliament, fueled in large part by victories in single-member districts outside Budapest--where it won an astonishing 98 percent of seats.



When I first visited Hungary in 2018, the idea that Viktor Orban might become a major figure in Republican Party politics would have been laughable. But over the course of the next few years, the radicalizing American right fell in love with Orban's Hungary. Today it is to the American right what the Nordic countries have long been to the American left: a utopian blueprint for what their country could and should be.

The relationship is a triumph for Orban, who has spent millions on lobbyists and organizations such as the Danube Institute to make Fidesz's case to a global audience. But many countries spend lavishly on public relations and foreign lobbying without capturing the heart of one of the two major parties in the world's only superpower. Hungary's rise in America is not just about money; it is a reflection of a deep ideological affinity.

Bernard-Henri Levy: How an anti-totalitarian militant discovered ultranationalism

Many of Hungary's admirers on the American right see Hungary as an exemplar of effective Christian conservative governance and a bulwark against the depredations of the cultural left. Indeed, Orban has won a string of cultural victories. He has banned gay couples from adopting, built a barrier on the Serbian border to block migration, and prohibited government IDs from recognizing a person's gender as anything other than the one assigned at birth. Hungary's education system is dominated by the right; so, too, is its mainstream media. Hungarian conservatives have won their country's culture war in a way that their peers haven't anywhere else in the Western world. Some on the global right find much to admire, even envy, in those accomplishments.

But Orban is not a normal conservative. He is an authoritarian who has self-consciously instrumentalized a central component of conservatism, its commitment to seeing value in tradition and existing social norms, in the service of securing his hold on power. In his addresses to American audiences. Orban has deliberately pushed his hard-line assault on traditional democratic institutions as a necessary response to an insurgent, even revolutionary, left. In a speech to CPAC Dallas in 2022, he argued that conservatives "cannot fight successfully by liberal means" because "our opponents use liberal institutions, concepts, and language to disguise their Marxist and hegemonist plans."


Viktor Orban speaks at the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) in Dallas, Texas, U.S., August 4, 2022. (Shelby Tauber / Reuters / Redux)



Orban has sold the GOP a package deal that more and more Republicans are willing to buy--one that does not separate the authoritarianism out from the cultural conservatism but that accepts the former as a necessary means of accomplishing the latter.

Of course, nothing about idealizing foreign autocrats is uniquely conservative. Prominent thinkers on the Western left routinely exaggerated the Soviet Union's accomplishments and downplayed its crimes, even at the height of Stalinist depravity. One of history's most influential libertarian thinkers, the economist Friedrich Hayek, proudly defended Augusto Pinochet's murderous dictatorship in Chile on anti-socialist grounds. But there was never much risk that a Soviet apologist would win a national election in Cold War America; no libertarian politician won power on a platform of instituting a Pinochet-style dictatorship in Western Europe. Outright rejection of democracy doesn't work in a context where democracy represents the consensus position.

By contrast, Orban's autocratic legalism is designed to create the appearance of democracy, supplying plausible deniability to the project of democratic dismantlement. This is the playbook to watch for when Donald Trump, Ron DeSantis, and many other prominent Republicans cite Hungary as a "model." And they do cite it. In a 2022 interview, Kevin Roberts, the head of the Heritage Foundation, said that "modern Hungary is not just a model for conservative statecraft, but the model." Roberts met with Orban privately in March and issued a public statement afterward announcing that he was "especially proud of our relationship with Prime Minister Orban, whose leadership in Hungary on immigration, family policy, and the importance of the nation-state is a model for conservative governance."

Roberts is one of the driving forces behind Project 2025, the now-famous blueprint for a second Trump term. That document proposes Fidesz-style policies for the United States, such as replacing 50,000 federal bureaucrats with Trump-aligned ideologues. In his foreword to the document, Roberts makes the case for these policies in distinctly Orbanist terms, arguing that seizing control of the bureaucracy is necessary to win the culture war.

"Federal spending is the secret lifeblood of the Great Awokening. Nearly every power center held by the Left is funded or supported, one way or another, through the bureaucracy," he writes. "A conservative President must move swiftly," he adds, to "remove the career and political bureaucrats" behind these developments.

Project 2025 also promotes a strikingly Hungarian solution to what the Trump administration lawyer Gene Hamilton believes is a problem with the Justice Department--namely that it has become "a bloated bureaucracy with a critical core of personnel who are infatuated with the perpetuation of a radical liberal agenda." The project's reform proposal, which Hamilton wrote, suggests bringing on large numbers of new political appointees to supervise "every office and component across the department--especially in the Civil Rights Division, the FBI, and the Executive Office for Immigration Review." Hamilton suggests transferring authority over elections from the Civil Rights Division to the Criminal Division, and assigning criminal attorneys to investigate election officials involved in what he describes as "fraud" in the 2020 presidential election.

The chapter on the media is even more nakedly Orbanist. In it, Heritage fellow Mike Gonzalez proposes stripping the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, which provides funding to NPR and PBS, of its public funding and status--a move specifically billed as punishment for covering stories in a way that Gonzalez doesn't approve. He describes the CPB's budget as "half a billion dollars squandered on leftist opinion each year."

All of these proposals might have been generated independently, without any reference to Hungary. But the Republican Party of Donald Trump has made no secret of its admiration of Hungary's government, and it has arrived at policy proposals that bear more than a surface-level similarity to Orban's authoritarian efforts at power consolidation. This, together with the explicit imitation coming from people such as Vance and DeSantis, show that the affinities are shaping the agenda at the highest level.

Yasmeen Serhan: The last chance to stop autocracy in Hungary

Americans tend to imagine that the end of democracy will come with a bang--something like January 6, signaling a fundamental break with the existing constitutional order. But the ever strengthening connections between Fidesz and the GOP suggest a different and more insidious possibility: a second Trump administration quietly and bureaucratically reshuffling the American legal apparatus to put Washington on the road to Budapest.
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Simone Biles and the Limits of 'Work Ethic'

A new documentary examines the gymnast's difficult decision to exit the 2021 Olympics, and the lessons she's taking to the upcoming Summer Games.

by Hannah Giorgis




Three years ago, the celebrated gymnast Simone Biles made a pivotal career choice: She withdrew from competition in the Summer Olympics. Biles cited the "twisties" as her reason for bowing out, but the trivial-sounding term belied the serious risks of the phenomenon, which can make gymnasts lose control of their body. In Simone Biles Rising, a new four-part Netflix docuseries about Biles, another Olympian explains the potential consequences of such a mental disconnect. "You could die," the retired gymnast Betty Okino says. "It's the reality of flipping up in the air upside down and having to land on your feet. Your head could hit first."

At the time, many of the sports pundits and social media users who weighed in on Biles's exit from the Tokyo competition didn't care about these dangers. Instead, they framed her choice as a personal failure, accusing the world's best gymnast of making excuses for quitting when her team--and America itself--needed her: "What happened to fighting through injury, working through stuff you didn't really wanna do?" one sportscaster asks in a clip shown in the docuseries. The debilitating effect of these judgments is central to Simone Biles Rising, which follows the gymnast's attempts to reconcile her mental and physical health in recent years. To explain why Biles needed to step away, and why some people were so quick to criticize her for it, the series delves into how modern gymnastics became so grueling.

With Biles poised to make a triumphant return at the Paris Olympics, which begin later this month, these insights feel especially timely. Some of the documentary's most important scenes describe the climate that encouraged Biles and other young gymnasts to endure painful injuries and accept mistreatment from authority figures. The first two episodes spend considerable time detailing the rise of married couple Marta and Bela Karolyi, the Romanian coaches who are often credited with elevating the sport in the United States. The Karolyis' training methods, which became commonplace on American teams beginning in the 1980s, subjected hundreds of young girls, including Biles, to brutal conditions in pursuit of athletic excellence. At the Karolyis' ranch, where gymnasts' parents were not permitted to accompany them, young athletes were discouraged from expressing themselves at all. "I realized they held our careers in their hands," Biles says of the Karolyis. "We couldn't put [ourselves] on a World team or an Olympic team."

Following a montage of commentators calling Biles a quitter, one of her coaches, Laurent Landi, explains that the only cure for the twisties is taking time away from competition to understand what caused the conflict between the athlete's mind and body. Usually, Landi notes, the reason is something unrelated to gymnastics. For Biles, a major factor was the aftermath of the abuse she suffered at the hands of former national-team doctor Larry Nassar. Nassar, who preyed on Biles, and hundreds of other preteen and teenage girls, was emboldened partly by the knowledge that gymnasts were already trained not to speak up for themselves. In 2018, he was convicted on multiple counts of sexual assault--and Biles was suddenly tasked with talking about Nassar's crimes. "When everything came out, that's all you can think about, because it's like walking around with 'survivor' or something on your forehead," she says in the documentary. "I don't think people realize that explaining that story, and being, like, a survivor and an advocate for that, it's so mentally exhausting."

Read: What Simone Biles understands about greatness

Simone Biles Rising doesn't belabor specifics of the allegations against Nassar. Instead, it focuses on how the fallout affected Biles--and makes clear that the abuse itself, and the strain of being one of the Nassar story's most high-profile figures, fundamentally changed her relationship to her own body. At the same time that she was training to compete in Tokyo, Biles had also been preparing to testify in a Senate hearing about the Nassar investigation alongside other gymnasts, who criticized FBI and USA Gymnastics officials for failing to act on their knowledge of his misconduct. The psychological toll of all this was not visible to the disappointed spectators who accused the four-time gold medalist of simply cracking under Olympics pressure. For them, the mental and emotional burdens Biles faced seemed far easier to dismiss than a concrete physical injury like a fractured ankle. Some of Biles's loudest critics were conservative pundits who already considered young (and typically Black) athletes to be coddled: In one 2021 clip, the former ESPN turned Blaze Media commentator Jason Whitlock insists that he's "not accepting an excuse of, 'Oh, the mental stress.'"

Even today, when much more is known about the long-term consequences of injury, the view that athletes should be judged by their willingness to suffer for their sport remains entrenched among the public. The attitude persists even among some athletes themselves: In a recent YouTube video that has since been deleted, Biles's former teammate MyKayla Skinner said that SafeSport, an independent organization that investigates allegations of abuse within the Olympics, has made it harder for coaches to be as aggressive and intense as they need to be. Skinner added that, aside from Biles, many girls on the U.S. Olympic team "don't have the work ethic." But Simone Biles Rising suggests that withdrawing at the height of public interest in her torment was perhaps the greatest evidence of Biles's dedication to the sport. Sustaining a severe--or fatal--injury by competing would not have made her a better athlete. This argument also echoes the sentiments that other athletes, including fellow gymnasts, shared at the time: Aly Raisman, one of Biles's former Olympic teammates, referred to Biles's decision as an act of bravery. Raisman is one of many gymnasts who appear in the new series, offering thoughtful perspectives on the unique hazards of their sport and what it means that Biles acknowledged the trauma of Nassar's predation and the ensuing investigation.

The retired Team USA gymnast Dominique Dawes, who also trained with the Karolyis, provides valuable historical context: Dawes competed in the 1992 Olympics despite having tendonitis in both ankles and inflammation in her knees; in the documentary, she laments the immense sacrifices that were expected under the Karolyis' tutelage. At the 1996 Olympics, the Karolyis insisted that Kerri Strug perform a second vault despite having badly injured her ankle. We see the famous shot of Strug landing briefly on both feet, ensuring that the U.S. women's gymnastic team would win its first-ever gold medal. But almost immediately afterward, Strug collapses to the ground in apparent agony. "When Simone stepped back, I think people started to scrutinize and really think about the pressure that is upon these athletes," Dawes says in an on-screen interview. "And I think the Kerri Strug moment, people started to look at it, and they were like, 'Is that too much on a young child?'"

At 27, Biles is wrestling with these kinds of questions, in some cases rewriting the stories of bodily sacrifice that shaped her earliest views of Olympic-level athleticism. Her earnest attempts to contend with what happened in Tokyo, and everything leading up to her withdrawal, make it all the more satisfying to see her dominate competitions ahead of Paris. Reflecting on her journey back to the Olympic stage, Biles notes that this comeback is deeply personal. But Simone Biles Rising proposes that her return represents something much larger than the story of one Olympian: Watching Biles now is an important reminder that professional excellence doesn't have to come at the cost of an athlete's health.
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<em>The Atlantic</em> hires Boris Kachka as Senior Editor for Books; Gal Beckerman Moves to Staff Writer




Boris Kachka, Gal Beckerman (The Atlantic)



The Atlantic is sharing news about the hire of Boris Kachka, most recently at the Los Angeles Times, as a senior editor for Books, and the move of senior editor Gal Beckerman to a staff-writer position. More details on the new roles for the two are below, as announced by deputy editor Jane Yong Kim.
 
 From Jane Yong Kim:
 
 "Boris is an elegant, experienced editor with deep knowledge of the literary landscape, a reporter's instinct, and a curiosity for the big ideas that are preoccupying readers. Boris joins us at a time when our Books ambitions are growing immensely, and I can't wait to see what he does here. Boris was most recently the Books editor at the Los Angeles Times, where he assigned and edited across a wide range of topics. Before that, he was a longtime writer and editor at New York magazine; during his time there, he expanded books coverage and wrote memorable stories about literary figures, cultural institutions, and much more. He is also the author of three books, including a cultural history of the publisher FSG.
 
 "Gal is a force--a wonderful colleague who approaches everything he works on with a voracious curiosity and keen intellect. Since joining us in 2022, he has shaped our daily Books coverage in myriad ways, bringing in writers such as Cynthia Ozick and Stephen King, editing thought-provoking literary essays, and relaunching our Books Briefing newsletter. He has always found the time to write compelling stories: about the identity crisis at PEN America, the lasting allure of Frantz Fanon, the historical excavations of Jenny Erpenbeck. In his new role, which he begins this month, Gal will write on an array of subjects--including books, of course."
 
 Please reach out with any questions or requests: press@theatlantic.com.
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A New Development in the Debate About Instagram and Teens

Meta, infamous for kicking researchers off its platform, flirts with slightly more transparency.

by Caroline Mimbs Nyce




The teens are on Instagram. That much is obvious. A majority of teens say they use the app, including 8 percent who say they use it "almost constantly," according to the Pew Research Center. And yet a lot is still unknown about what such extensive use might do to kids. Many people believe that it and other social-media apps are contributing to a teen mental-health crisis.



Now, after years of contentious relationships with academic researchers, Meta is opening a small pilot program that would allow a handful of them to access Instagram data for up to about six months in order to study the app's effect on the well-being of teens and young adults. The company will announce today that it is seeking proposals that focus on certain research areas--investigating whether social-media use is associated with different effects in different regions of the world, for example--and that it plans to accept up to seven submissions. Once approved, researchers will be able to access relevant data from study participants--how many accounts they follow, for example, or how much they use Instagram and when. Meta has said that certain types of data will be off-limits, such as user-demographic information and the content of media published by users; a full list of eligible data is forthcoming, and it is as yet unclear whether internal information related to ads that are served to users or Instagram's content-sorting algorithm, for example, might be provided. The program is being run in partnership with the Center for Open Science, or COS, a nonprofit. Researchers, not Meta, will be responsible for recruiting the teens, and will be required to get parental consent and take privacy precautions. Meta shared details about the initiative exclusively with The Atlantic ahead of the announcement.



The project cracks open the door for greater insights into social media's effects--yet some researchers are nevertheless regarding it with trepidation. Like many online platforms, Instagram is essentially a black box, which has made it difficult for outsiders to draw direct links between the app and its possible effects on mental-health. "We consider ourselves to be in a very difficult and unusual situation, which is [that] the social-media companies have treasure troves of data that no academic researcher will ever amass on their own," Holden Thorp, the editor in chief of Science, which published studies about the 2020 election in collaboration with Meta, told me. "So you have potentially a resource that could answer questions that you can't answer any other way."

Read: No one knows exactly what social media is doing to teens

Part of the reason this feels particularly fraught is that leaks from within Meta have indicated that the company has conducted its own research into the harms of its products. In 2021, documents released by the whistleblower France Haugen showed that the company's own research has repeatedly found that Instagram can harm teenagers, especially teenage girls. "Almost no one outside of Facebook knows what happens inside of Facebook," Haugen said in congressional testimony that year. (Meta was previously known as Facebook, which it owns; the company rebranded just a few weeks after Haugen's appearance.) Later in her testimony, she said that "there is a broad swath of research that supports the idea that usage of social media amplifies the risk" of mental-health issues such as depression. Before that, Facebook became notorious among researchers for restricting their ability to study the site, including one high-profile incident in 2021, in which it kicked a group of researchers from New York University off the platform.



All of which underscores the value of independent research: The stakes are high, but the actual data are limited. Existing experimental research has produced mixed results, in part because of the issues around access. In the meantime, the idea that social media is harmful has calcified. Last month, the U.S. surgeon general proposed putting a cigarette-style warning label on social sites--to serve as a reminder to parents that they haven't been proved safe. Cities and school districts across the country are busy passing rules and legislation to restrict the use of devices in the classroom. 



Read: Get phones out of schools now



It is against this backdrop that Meta has decided to loosen its grip, however slightly. "As this topic has heated up, we have felt like we needed to find a way to share data in a responsible way, in a privacy-preserving way," Curtiss Cobb, a vice president of research at Meta, told me. "It's reasonable for people to have these questions. If we have the data that can illuminate it, and it can be shared in a responsible way, it's in all of our interests to do that."



Outside experts I talked with had mixed opinions on the project. Thorp pointed out that Meta has ultimate control over the data that are handed over. Candice Odgers, a psychologist at UC Irvine who studies the effects of technology on adolescent mental health and has written on the subject for The Atlantic, said the pilot program is a decent, if limited, first step. "Scientifically, I think this is a critical step in the right direction as it offers a potentially open and transparent way of testing how social media may be impacting adolescents' well-being and lives," she told me. "It can help to ensure that science is conducted in the light of day, by having researchers preregister their findings and openly share their code, data, and results for others to replicate." Researchers have long called for more data sharing from Meta, Odgers noted. "This announcement represents one step forward, although they can, and should, certainly do more."



Notably, Meta has been a complicated research partner for similar projects in the past. The political-partisanship studies published in Science came from a kindred program, though its design was slightly different; Meta served a bigger role as a research partner. As The Wall Street Journal reported, the company and researchers ended up disagreeing on the work's conclusions before the studies were even published. The studies were ultimately inconclusive about Facebook's ability to drive partisanship in U.S. elections, though Meta positioned them as adding "to a growing body of research showing there is little evidence that key features of Meta's platforms alone" cause partisanship or change in political attitudes.



Cobb told me that Meta has eliminated some of the problems with the 2020 election project by introducing a technique called "registered reports." This, he said, will avoid some later back-and-forth over interpretations of the results that cropped up last time: Would-be researchers will be required to get their processes peer-reviewed upfront, and the results will be published regardless of outcome. Cobb also noted that Meta won't be a research collaborator on the work, as it was in 2020. "We're just going to be providing the data," he explained. (The company is funding this research through a grant to the COS.)



Meta, for its part, has also framed the project as one that could later be built upon if it's successful. Perhaps it's best understood as a baby step forward in the direction of data transparency--and a much needed one at that.
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Not Your Typical Prison Drama

The soulful generosity of <em>Sing Sing</em>

by Shirley Li




Early in the film Sing Sing, a group of inmates in the titular maximum-security prison gather for a brainstorming session. As members of the Rehabilitation Through the Arts (RTA) program, they have to pick their next play to stage, and one of them has suggested they come up with an original comedy. At first the men hesitate, but they gradually enter into a flow of pitches: One wants cowboys to be involved. Another suggests incorporating ancient Egypt as a setting. A fan of A Nightmare on Elm Street proposes adding the character Freddy Krueger into the mix, because why not? The group generates idea after idea without stopping, each member buoyed by the others' clear enthusiasm.

Read: The lifelong learning of lifelong inmates

Sing Sing is full of scenes like this: moments in which a creative exercise sparks a refreshing camaraderie among the incarcerated men. Based on the real-life program that offers the facility's inhabitants an outlet in theater and other disciplines, the film is an earnest depiction of art as a healing force. That may not sound like the most surprising or fresh message for a film to deliver--of course art is a profound channel for clarity and connection--but Sing Sing is remarkable for its empathetic approach to every character. It's a tender look at the act of being vulnerable, a process made exponentially more difficult in a place where a person's humanity is often extinguished at the door.

Part of the movie's warmth comes from its casting: Other than a handful of recognizable actors--including Colman Domingo, who plays the aspiring performer and playwright John "Divine G" Whitfield, and Paul Raci, who plays the program's non-incarcerated writer-director, Brent--the cast consists of RTA alumni. The plot, too, is rooted in reality: Sing Sing portrays the unexpected friendship between Divine G and his fellow inmate Clarence "Divine Eye" Maclin. (Maclin plays a version of himself; the real Whitfield appears in a cameo.) When the movie begins, the two could not be more different. Domingo's Divine G is known as a soulful RTA veteran who studies Shakespeare and operates as Brent's informal assistant director; Divine Eye is a feared presence in the prison and a newcomer to the RTA who struggles to articulate his emotions. Slowly, the two bond as they try to mount the troupe's latest play, Breakin' the Mummy's Code--as in the one with cowboys, ancient Egypt, and Freddy Krueger--a show the RTA did actually manage to stage.

Read: The Black family in the age of mass incarceration

With so many details pulled directly from history, along with scenes shot inside an intake prison that had housed the RTA alumni featured in Sing Sing, the film often plays like a documentary. The director Greg Kwedar trails the men into their cells and workspaces, catching snippets of their conversations. Sometimes, they reminisce about their life before prison. Other times, they joke about their roles. In these moments, the film avoids the showier histrionics seen in prison dramas in favor of capturing the men's interiority. The camera moves slowly when it zooms, and close-ups come into focus with the same unhurried precision. Such a languorous pace, soundtracked by a hypnotic score composed by the National's Bryce Dessner, casts a meditative spell, encouraging the viewer to notice more. Take, for instance, the way Divine G and Divine Eye have decorated their cells: The former has pinned up a list of his goals, including writing novels; the latter has pencil drawings taped onto his walls. The pair share a love for art, even if it's not obvious to them at first.

Sing Sing falters when the script forces dramatic moments that feel contrived, and some dialogue--such as a character noting how talking about feelings is "something men don't get to do too often"--comes off as a tad on-the-nose. But Domingo and Maclin anchor the film nicely, both delivering fine-tuned performances that convey why the RTA isn't merely an extracurricular activity for either of their characters. In Divine G's case, it's a lifeline. Convicted of a homicide he did not commit, he's spent years working with innocence projects and fighting for appeals hearings that get him nowhere; being part of the troupe keeps his hurt from calcifying into self-hatred. For Divine Eye, meanwhile, it's a portal to expressing himself more honestly. As Hamlet--yes, Hamlet is also a part of Breakin' the Mummy's Code--he taps into a side of himself he'd previously buried underneath an intimidating facade.

Perhaps the most striking element of Sing Sing, then, is that the film doesn't care to explore how unusual the program may seem to outsiders. Instead, it takes the troupe members' journeys with their newest production seriously, focusing on how much solace they gain in having a space to simply play. "Trust the process," Brent tells the group again and again, reminding them that they don't need to let anything else in as they create. Sing Sing immerses its audience in the RTA's efforts the same way, guiding them gently into a world well worth keeping in the spotlight.
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The Search for Alien Life Starts on Earth

But the places that could most help scientists find it are melting away.

by Marina Koren




Antarctica is home to some of the most alien places on Earth. No trees interrupt the horizon. The landscape, all sharp edges, seems to go on forever until it drops off dramatically into the frigid sea. Everything is quiet, save for the crackle of ice and gusts of wind, and unbearably cold.

John Priscu, a microbial ecologist at Montana State University, has visited Antarctica 40 times for research since the mid-1980s. When he first made the trip, scientists weren't as worried about climate change as they are now. But these days, Priscu can feel the planet changing beneath his feet. The snow has become noticeably mushier, and driving equipment-laden tractors across the landscape feels like slogging through thick mud. Drills meant to probe icy depths instead get stuck in the slush.

For scientists like Priscu, the effects of a warming world reach far beyond our suffering planet. In Antarctica, the Arctic, and lower latitudes around the world, scientists use extreme environments to test ideas and techniques for ambitious space missions. Such places, known as analog sites, resemble environments on Mars and certain moons of Jupiter and Saturn--celestial bodies where microbial life may have once arisen, or may even be alive right now. Knowledge about the little organisms living in these strange places on Earth gets funneled into efforts to detect alien life elsewhere in the solar system.

If humans ever find evidence of extraterrestrial life, it will most likely be tiny and quiet, not a radio transmission from a distant civilization but perhaps a string of amino acids arranged in a familiar way in a chunk of ice. Humankind's space-exploration talents are the sharpest and cleverest they've ever been; we have managed, from afar, to fly a helicopter in the Martian sky, sidle up to moons of Jupiter, and change the orbit of an asteroid. There's never been a better time to find proof, once and for all, that life managed to spark somewhere other than on this planet. But climate change is melting away the rare places on Earth that could help astronomers make that historic discovery.

Read: There's hope for life on Europa, a distant moon

Scientists did not seriously consider the possibility that life could survive on inhospitable alien worlds until they found ecosystems thriving without sunlight or significant oxygen right here on Earth. In the mid-20th century, they detected microbes within the rock of Antarctica's dry valleys. In 1977, marine creatures were discovered around hydrothermal vents deep in the Pacific Ocean. Priscu has sampled several subglacial lakes in Antarctica, drilling through the ice to reach secret realms of life that have been swirling in peace for millions of years.

Similar communities may exist in oceans beneath the icy exteriors of Europa, a moon of Jupiter, and Enceladus, a moon of Saturn. Antarctic lakes provide necessary practice for missions to sample those oceans. But Antarctic ice is thinning rapidly. If it softens enough to expose Priscu's lakes to cold air--an ever-likelier possibility in a warming world--the hidden water could freeze solid. "We need to get into these deep subglacial lakes in Antarctica while we still have them," Priscu told me. "If we can't develop the tools and the ability to drill through two miles of ice in Antarctica and sample an environment for life, we shouldn't be spending billions of dollars putting a lander on Europa."

Astronomers are intent on exploring Europa, in part because its surface is crisscrossed with reddish streaks that suggest the presence of sulfur, which is essential to life as we know it. In fact, Europa looks remarkably similar to Borup Fiord Pass, a site in the Canadian High Arctic where a natural spring spills out onto the ice, carrying sulfur from beneath a glacier. The spring is the only one of its kind on Earth, and NASA has relied on data gathered there to design a mission to Europa, scheduled to launch later this year. A century ago, Borup Fiord Pass likely had dozens of such sulfur springs, John Spear, a professor at the Colorado School of Mines who has conducted research at the site, told me. Now there's just the one.

Read: Scientists are very worried about NASA's Mars plan

Scientists could re-create some alien conditions in the lab, but many of them would make for a poor substitute. The sulfur-loving bacteria at Borup Fiord Pass, for example, produce an unpredictable assortment of compounds that's difficult to mimic artificially. "There are so many possibilities and random things that happen in microbiology and geochemistry," Spear said. "We can't duplicate that in a synthetic environment."

In Greenland, melting has made researchers question whether they're getting the best results. The ice sheet there is regarded as one of the best analog sites for Enceladus, Michael Malaska, a planetary scientist at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory, told me. Enceladus sprays icy particles into space through cracks in its surface, and some of the material lands back on the moon's surface and eventually stacks up. Malaska and his colleagues practice searching for life there by shooting lasers into the Greenland ice and looking for the telltale glow of amino acids in complex organic molecules. It's a proof of concept for similar instruments on a potential mission to Enceladus. Surface temperatures on that moon are astoundingly cold--about -330 degrees Fahrenheit--so Malaska needs his analog sites to be as chilly as possible. Warmer conditions can reorganize any organic material in the snow, hindering Malaska's efforts to interpret his results.

Even in warmer environments, fading ice has been a blow to astrobiologists. Pascal Lee, a planetary scientist at the SETI Institute, laments the loss of analog sites in volcanic caves in Hawaii. As on Earth, flowing lava on Mars carved out empty underground caverns. Steam from volcanic eruptions could eventually have settled there and accumulated into ice as conditions grew colder. Some scientists think that Martian life may have migrated to these caves after the red planet's oceans evaporated into space. Lee describes Earthly look-alikes of these spots as the "holy grail" in the search for life on Mars. Lee said that a few remain in Iceland, but in Hawaii, the air that flows into the analog caves from the surface is now so warm that nearly all of them are ice-free.

Read: The search for alien life begins in Earth's oldest desert

Lee has faced different challenges at his field sites in the Arctic. About 15 years ago, he and his team drove across the sea ice of the Northwest Passage in winter, sampling the snow as they went to study how human-designed missions might contaminate promising sites in space. Their truck almost went through the ice then, and the landscape is now so slushy that Lee says he wouldn't try to repeat the expedition, even in the heart of winter. "Climate change has essentially rendered this kind of study really dangerous," he told me. In Canada's British Columbia, longer and more intense fire seasons have created problems for Darlene Lim, a research scientist at NASA. Even a distant wildfire can affect air quality enough to prevent Lim from bringing her teams to Pavilion Lake, home to a microbial community thought to resemble some of Earth's earliest life-forms. "Every time I have the privilege of going into one of these environments, I have to do a bang-up job," Lim told me. "I have to make sure that I optimize my trip to get all the data I could possibly get," because she doesn't know if smoke or other hazards could someday keep her from coming back.

Analog sites don't only inform mission designs and the interpretation of data from space. They also expand scientists' imagination for what kinds of extraterrestrial life are possible. In 2017, researchers dropped a camera-carrying robot into a hole in a floating glacier in the Arctic and discovered a community of corals, worms, anemones, and other creatures, a metropolis hidden beneath the frozen landscape. Microbial ecologists hadn't seen anything quite like it before.

A few years later, nearly half of the ice sheet collapsed into the ocean, dragging the habitat away with it. How many more hidden worlds might be lost to our metamorphosing climate before we get the chance to understand them? The faster that extreme ecosystems disappear from our planet, the more limited astronomers' concept of life may be, raising the risk that we overlook a faraway spark somewhere else. No amount of sophisticated scientific instruments can make up for that.
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        I Thought I Understood the GOP. I Was Wrong.
        Stuart Stevens

        What happened to the Ohio GOP? For generations, it was the epitome of a sane, high-functioning party with a boringly predictable pro-business sentiment that seemed to perfectly fit the state. Today, it has been remade in the image of native son J. D. Vance, the first vice-presidential candidate to sanction coup-plotting against the U.S. government.In a speech to the Republican National Convention tonight that was virtually devoid of policy, he railed against corrupt elites and pledged his fealty ...

      

      
        The End of Biden's Candidacy Approaches
        David A. Graham

        At the start of the day yesterday, it was conceivable that Joe Biden might manage to hold on to the Democratic nomination for president. But this morning, things seem to be slipping out of his grasp.The blows to Biden were both procedural and political: The Democratic National Committee delayed a pivotal vote that would have made replacing him more difficult, a prominent Democrat called for Biden to step down, and reports of behind-the-scenes maneuvering made clear that other top party leaders ha...

      

      
        Please See <em>Twisters </em>in Theaters
        David Sims

        Late in Twisters, as an Oklahoma town is under threat from a giant tornado, a group of strapping heroes is seeking shelter and settles on an old-fashioned movie palace. In that moment, it's a practical choice--the theater is a big space with no windows--but I think I knew what the director Lee Isaac Chung was getting at: When all hell breaks loose, at least cinema will protect us. That's the best way to think about the old-school spectacle of Twisters, a 2024 update to the 1996 summer blockbuster T...

      

      
        The Only Thing Left for Republicans to Debate About Trump
        Mark Leibovich

        It would be wrong to say that Republicans are now fully in alignment on all matters related to Donald Trump, that the intraparty debates about their nominee have been settled.For starters, there is this question: Should he be addressed from the podium as "President Donald J. Trump" or "President Donald John Trump?"Both versions have been in evidence at this week's Republican National Convention in Milwaukee, with most of the "Donald Johns" coming in official proclamations, such as the state-by-st...

      

      
        The Cheapness of Luxury
        Bekah Waalkes

        In 1899, the American economist Thorstein Veblen theorized that consuming the right kinds of goods operated as a signal of social standing for members of the upper class. That's still true today, but some items are so elite that one needs more than money to buy them. Such products speak even more loudly, more conspicuously, than their more available counterparts. Luxury brands such as Hermes, Patek Philippe, Ferrari, and Louis Vuitton, for instance, use vetting processes to ensure that their most...

      

      
        Elephants Are Doing Something Deeply Human
        Tove Danovich

        The best thing language has ever done for us, as far as I'm concerned, is give us the ability to talk with and about one another. Why bother with words if you can't get your friend's attention on a crowded street and pull them aside to complain about your nemesis? Language, that is to say, would be largely useless without names. As soon as a group is bigger than a handful of people, names become essential: Referring to someone who shares your cave or campfire as "that guy" goes only so far.  Perh...

      

      
        How Risky Is COVID for an 81-Year-Old?
        Rachel Gutman-Wei

        Today, for the third time in two years, President Joe Biden tested positive for COVID-19, the White House said. The president was in Las Vegas--attempting to convince voters, donors, and his fellow lawmakers that he is still the candidate best poised to defeat former President Donald Trump in November--when he fell ill with a runny nose and cough, according to a White House statement. He's already taking the antiviral Paxlovid and will isolate at his home in Delaware.Since Biden's first two COVID b...

      

      
        A New Development in the Debate About Instagram and Teens
        Caroline Mimbs Nyce

        The teens are on Instagram. That much is obvious. A majority of teens say they use the app, including 8 percent who say they use it "almost constantly," according to the Pew Research Center. And yet a lot is still unknown about what such extensive use might do to kids. Many people believe that it and other social-media apps are contributing to a teen mental-health crisis.Now, after years of contentious relationships with academic researchers, Meta is opening a small pilot program that would allow...

      

      
        Democrats Are Drifting Toward Disaster
        Ronald Brownstein

        As Donald Trump prepares to accept his third consecutive Republican presidential nomination tonight, Democrats remain trapped in a stalemate that could ease his return to the White House.The movement to force President Joe Biden to step aside has widespread support in the party, but probably not enough support to overcome his adamant refusal to do so. In turn, Biden's position against Trump in polls is weak enough to leave the incumbent with long odds of winning a second term--but not such slim od...

      

      
        J. D. Vance's Permanent Grin
        John Hendrickson

        J. D. Vance's speech at the Republican National Convention completed his transformation from Never Trumper to Trump's MAGA torchbearer.Vance dutifully spent his first five minutes praising the GOP leader sitting in front of him. "Consider the lies they told you about Donald Trump," he told the crowd. "And then look at that photo of him, defiant fist in the air."When he turned to policy, he sounded especially Trumpian. Under the Trump-Vance administration, he said, "When we allow newcomers into ou...

      

      
        Celine Dion May Never Perform Again
        Caitlin Dickerson

        Early in the documentary I Am: Celine Dion, you see a cellphone video of Dion lying on her side on the floor of a hotel room, moaning softly. She seems to want to speak but can't get out any words. Her body is stiff, her position unnatural. In the background, you can hear a man calling the concierge and asking for "the fire department, please, and a rescue unit." Another man tells Dion to push into his hand if she's in pain, but it's unclear if she can hear him. The scene would be difficult to wa...

      

      
        The MAGA Plan to End Free Weather Reports
        Zoe Schlanger

        In the United States, as in most other countries, weather forecasts are a freely accessible government amenity. The National Weather Service issues alerts and predictions, warning of hurricanes and excessive heat and rainfall, all at the total cost to American taxpayers of roughly $4 per person per year. Anyone with a TV, smartphone, radio, or newspaper can know what tomorrow's weather will look like, whether a hurricane is heading toward their town, or if a drought has been forecast for the next...

      

      
        Biden Has Failed to Halt the Revolt
        Russell Berman

        President Joe Biden has spent the past three weeks desperately trying to convince Democrats that he's still got what it takes to win reelection. He's campaigned more vigorously than he has in years, holding rallies, sitting for televised interviews, conducting an hour-long press conference, and pleading his case directly to members of Congress in phone calls and Zoom meetings.It's not working.Opposition to his candidacy is mounting as lawmakers see more and more polls showing Donald Trump ahead i...

      

      
        A Century Ago, the Paris 1924 Summer Olympics
        Alan Taylor

        A hundred years ago, more than 3,000 athletes from 44 nations gathered in France for the Paris 1924 Summer Olympic Games (compared with 2024, when more than 10,000 athletes are expected from 206 nations). In 1924, competition took place in 126 events across 23 disciplines, at 17 Olympic venues in and around the city. Gathered below are images of the many events, athletes, and spectators at the 1924 Summer Olympics.To receive an email notification every time new photo stories are published, sign u...

      

      
        The Search for Alien Life Starts on Earth
        Marina Koren

        Antarctica is home to some of the most alien places on Earth. No trees interrupt the horizon. The landscape, all sharp edges, seems to go on forever until it drops off dramatically into the frigid sea. Everything is quiet, save for the crackle of ice and gusts of wind, and unbearably cold.  John Priscu, a microbial ecologist at Montana State University, has visited Antarctica 40 times for research since the mid-1980s. When he first made the trip, scientists weren't as worried about climate change...

      

      
        The Case for Calming Down
        Graeme Wood

        It took several hours to identify the corpse of the man who shot Donald Trump's ear last weekend and murdered a firefighter in the crowd behind him. During those hours, the fate of the presidential race and perhaps also the world depended on what investigators found. Iran had promised reprisal for Trump's 2020 assassination of Qassem Soleimani and, according to CNN, had recently redoubled its efforts. If the name of the assassin had come back as distinctively Persian, the United States and Iran m...

      

      
        The Cases Against Trump: A Guide
        David A. Graham

        Sign up for The Decision, a newsletter featuring our 2024 election coverage.Donald Trump's luck in the courts has turned.Trump became the first former president to be convicted of a felony when a jury in Manhattan found him guilty of 34 counts in May. That followed decisive and costly losses in civil cases: Trump was fined more than half a billion dollars when courts found that he had defamed the writer E. Jean Carroll and committed financial fraud in his business.Since then, Trump has won a stri...

      

      
        Trump's Wholesale Renovation of the Republican Party
        Kevin Townsend

        The Republican Party gathers in a triumphal mood in Milwaukee. Polls favor the GOP in 2024. The long-awaited vice-presidential pick has been made. And Donald Trump prepares to accept the nomination again, just as President Joe Biden faces calls across his party to step away from another run. Four months before the election, the contrast between the two parties is stark.Atlantic staff writer Tim Alberta is in Wisconsin for the Republican National Convention and sees a confidence there unlike anyth...

      

      
        Why You Should Trust Your Gut
        Arthur C. Brooks

        Want to stay current with Arthur's writing? Sign up to get an email every time a new column comes out.If you are looking for a job right now, you're not alone. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, last month, 6.8 million Americans were not employed but looking to be. Many more people are in a job but interested in making a change: The Pew Research Center reported in 2022 that about one worker in five was either very likely or somewhat likely to look for a new job in the next six months.Th...

      

      
        The Spiritual Allegiance to Trump Is Deepening
        Lora Kelley

        This is an edition of The Atlantic Daily, a newsletter that guides you through the biggest stories of the day, helps you discover new ideas, and recommends the best in culture. Sign up for it here.The Republican National Convention is more than halfway through, and the mood is serene--even spiritual. I spoke with my colleague Mark Leibovich, who is at the convention in Milwaukee, about how the attempted assassination of Donald Trump has only reinforced confidence within his party.But first, here a...

      

      
        Silicon Valley Got Their Guy
        Ali Breland

        When Donald Trump tapped Senator J. D. Vance of Ohio to be his running mate on Monday, far-right influencers were pleased. The announcement was met with a chorus of "we're so back" and all of its iterations from people who post very angrily, many via pseudonymous accounts, about things including the inferiority of women, the inferiority of Black people, the inferiority of gay people, and the inferiority of Jewish people."Vance has voiced support for mass deportations and legal immigration restric...
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I Thought I Understood the GOP. I Was Wrong.

The Ohio Republican Party has been remade in the image of native son J. D. Vance.

by Stuart Stevens




What happened to the Ohio GOP? For generations, it was the epitome of a sane, high-functioning party with a boringly predictable pro-business sentiment that seemed to perfectly fit the state. Today, it has been remade in the image of native son J. D. Vance, the first vice-presidential candidate to sanction coup-plotting against the U.S. government.

In a speech to the Republican National Convention tonight that was virtually devoid of policy, he railed against corrupt elites and pledged his fealty to the man he once compared to heroin, suggesting that the American experiment depended on former President Donald Trump's election.

But don't make the mistake of thinking this transformation was the result of a hostile takeover; that implies there was a fight. The truth is that the old guard surrendered to forces contrary to what it had espoused as lifelong values.

Ohio was the home of Standard Oil, Dow Chemical, Goodyear Tires, and Procter and Gamble. Garrett Morgan, a co-founder of the Cleveland Association of Colored Men, devised an early version of the stoplight, a symbol of a state that thrived on normalcy. The Wright brothers invented the airplane in Dayton.

The Taft family defined the Ohio Republican Party. Cincinnati-born President William Howard Taft went to Yale, belonged to Skull and Bones, and was anointed by Theodore Roosevelt to succeed him. He trounced the populist William Jennings Bryan. His son Robert was "Mr. Republican," a senator from 1939 until his death, in 1953. His son Robert Jr. followed him to the Senate. His son Robert III was Ohio governor from 1999 to 2007. That's a 100-year run of one family dominating the state Republican Party. There's nothing else like it in American politics. You could argue that this dynasticism was stifling, but you could also say that it was the result of a desire for stability above all else.

David A. Graham: The next Republican leader

I first worked in Ohio for then-Representative John Kasich of Columbus. His parents were killed by a drunk driver in 1987 while leaving a Burger King. The son of a mailman, in Congress he became a powerful member of the House Budget Committee and voted for the assault-weapons ban and NAFTA. He was solid, funny, normal. Once, we sat around in his small house in a very middle-class neighborhood and listened to his impressive rock-record collection. He loved Creedence Clearwater's "Fortunate Son," embracing it as the anthem to his American story. He'd join in on the line "I'm no senator's son," laughing with joyous pride. We parted ways in 2000 when he ran for president, and I moved to Austin to work for George W. Bush, grandson of a senator and son of a president. Kasich lost that race but went on to serve two terms as Ohio's governor, from 2011 to 2019.

Later, I worked for Rob Portman, who embodied the Republican establishment in Ohio and nationally. A congressman from Cincinnati, he directed the Office of Management and Budget under George W. Bush, and was elected to the Senate in 2010. In vice-presidential-debate prep sessions that I moderated for Dick Cheney, he played Joe Lieberman and John Edwards, and later Barack Obama for Mitt Romney's presidential-debate preps. As Bush's trade representative, he opposed tariffs and promoted NAFTA. He founded the Senate Ukraine Caucus and traveled to Ukraine frequently. I've visited Ukrainian American clubs with him, and felt the passion he has for a country fighting for its freedom.

In the 2000 and 2004 Bush campaigns, I focused on Ohio, which we narrowly won both times. And I focused on the state again in Romney's 2012 campaign, when we lost it by three points. I assumed that the Ohio Republican Party would continue along a Kasich-Portman trajectory that valued reasonable, conservative governing, a process that by definition demands compromise. I was wrong.

When Kasich ran in the Republican presidential primary in 2016, he did win Ohio; it was the only state he won. Once most of the leading Ohio Republicans chose to accommodate Donald Trump, ordinary voters soon followed, delivering him the state in the 2016 general election and again in 2020 by large margins. No one thinks Trump needs Vance to repeat his victory in November; the former president didn't choose Vance to appeal to some new or contested constituency. Vance is Trump's instrument to fundamentally alter American society. He is Project 2025 personified, and has the intellectual and verbal skills to defend it far better than Trump. He's argued against no-fault divorce and has implied that women should be required to carry pregnancies to term even in cases of rape or incest. He's said he doesn't "really care what happens to Ukraine."

Given Kasich's son-of-a-mailman ethos and Portman's substantive focus on serious policy, I have a difficult time imagining a political ticket more repugnant to them than Trump-Vance. But these onetime giants of the Ohio GOP have proved unable to steer their party, and now J. D. Vance is its face.

J. D. Vance: Opioid of the masses

Kasich put up the strongest resistance, but it was ineffective. He refused to support Trump when he won the nomination in 2016. In 2020, he endorsed Joe Biden. After Trump received a Department of Justice letter notifying him that he was a target in the January 6 investigation, Kasich urged his co-partisans "to stand up and say something. And I'd like to see the donors step up and help them. The problem we have now is many people don't want to make a winner; they want to be with a winner," Kasich said.

In 2016, Portman was running for reelection in the Senate and tried to stay away from Trump, kayaking Ohio rivers while the Republican convention was held in Cleveland. After the Access Hollywood tape came out, Portman announced that he would not support Trump but added, "I will be voting for Mike Pence for president." That was a head-scratcher. In 2020, he endorsed Trump. After January 6, he voted not to convict Trump in his Senate impeachment trial. And when Vance ran to replace Portman, the retiring senator remained neutral in the primary and then endorsed Vance.

Ohio Governor Mike DeWine, profiled two years ago in The Atlantic as "The Last of the Establishment Republicans," has avoided confrontation with Trump. He says he will "support the nominee" in 2024 (though he notes that he will focus his campaigning efforts on local races).

On one level, this is politics as usual. Supporting your party's nominee is not odd. Nor is staying out of a primary to replace you. Mitt Romney became the first senator in U.S. history to vote to convict a member of his party in the first impeachment trial, so Portman not voting to convict in the second was perfectly conventional, even if seven Republicans broke the other way. But it is precisely politics as usual that allowed the Trumpification of the Ohio GOP.

Could the trinity of Kasich-Portman-DeWine have saved the party if they'd persisted? We'll never know. But the emergence of J. D. Vance, the first Ohioan to be on a national ticket since John Bricker ran with Thomas Dewey in 1944, has a Guns of August feel: that of powerful players sliding into a war no one desired or imagined. The once staunchly midwestern, mainstream Ohio GOP has now given us the first vice-presidential nominee who has pledged not to follow the Constitution if it stands in the way of political victory.

As historians frequently observe, autocrats are skilled at using the tools and benefits of democracy to end democracy. In the preface to their brilliant How Democracies Die, the Harvard professors Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt wrote, "Blatant dictatorship--in the form of fascism, communism, or military rule--has disappeared across much of the world. Military coups and other violent seizures of power are rare. Most countries hold regular elections. Democracies still die, but by different means."

If 2024 becomes a turning point in America's slide from democracy to autocracy, the Ohio Republican Party will serve as a case study of how well-intentioned people let the legacy of the American experiment slip through their fingers.
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The End of Biden's Candidacy Approaches

Democratic leadership is making a more concerted effort to push him from the race.

by David A. Graham




At the start of the day yesterday, it was conceivable that Joe Biden might manage to hold on to the Democratic nomination for president. But this morning, things seem to be slipping out of his grasp.

The blows to Biden were both procedural and political: The Democratic National Committee delayed a pivotal vote that would have made replacing him more difficult, a prominent Democrat called for Biden to step down, and reports of behind-the-scenes maneuvering made clear that other top party leaders have lost faith in Biden's candidacy, even if they aren't willing to say so publicly yet.

The president's strategy for riding out the calls for him to step down was apparently to survive until a virtual roll-call vote sometime in July. (Even this might not have been enough: Elaine Kamarck, a political scientist at the Brookings Institution and a member of the DNC Rules Committee, told me last week that she was skeptical that would have done the trick. "There's work-arounds for all of these things," she said. "Monday night at the [Democratic National] Convention is really the drop-dead night.") But yesterday, the chairs of the committee said the vote would not occur until at least August 1. That means more time for more negative polls, more chances for the president to stumble, and most important of all, more rounds of significant defections.

After the assassination attempt on former President Donald Trump over the weekend, the revolt among prominent Democrats appeared to peter out, or at least pause. But as my colleague Russell Berman reported yesterday, the concerns among congressional Democrats have persisted--in part because of the risk of subjecting the country to another Trump administration and in part out of fears for their own down-ticket political fortunes.

Read: Biden has failed to halt the revolt

Representative Adam Schiff of California, currently running to become one of the state's senators, called for the president to step aside. He praised Biden's record but added, "A second Trump presidency will undermine the very foundation of our democracy, and I have serious concerns about whether the president can defeat Donald Trump in November."

Schiff's public statement is notable because he is a protege of former Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who is revered in the party for her strategic acumen and will to win, and it's unlikely he'd speak out without her knowledge and perhaps encouragement. According to Politico, Pelosi doesn't want to publicly call on Biden to back down, but she has been a de facto field general for efforts to nudge him out. CNN reports she told the president privately that he is dragging down the party. Pelosi isn't alone. Her successor as House Democratic leader, Hakeem Jeffries, and Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer both told Biden it would be better if he left the race, ABC's Jonathan Karl reported.

Biden's campaign also faces money woes. Not only has Trump erased what was expected to be a big advantage in fundraising, but Jeffrey Katzenberg, the president's close ally and major donor, privately told Biden that new cash is drying up as donors lose faith that he can win, according to Semafor. And MSNBC's Joe Scarborough, a steadfast media ally of the president's, suggested this morning that it's time for him to go. "It's really incumbent on people that are around Joe Biden to step up at this point and help the president, and help the man they love, and do the right thing," he said.

Strikingly, as Politico's Playbook notes, these Democrats are not making much effort to downplay the reports. Schumer's office called reports "idle speculation" but didn't quite deny them, saying, "Leader Schumer conveyed the views of his caucus." Jeffries's office said that his counsel to Biden was private.

David Frum: Biden's heartbreaking press conference

The only person who can get Biden out of the race right now is Biden. Other Democrats have little recourse but pressure. Although the president has remained publicly defiant, and reportedly privately defiant, there are signs that he is slowly opening to the idea. Both CNN and The New York Times reported that Biden is more "receptive" to stepping aside and has quizzed advisers about Vice President Kamala Harris's path to victory were she the nominee.

In an interview, Biden also laid out a possible path for leaving the race. "If I had some medical condition that emerged, if somebody, if doctors came to me and said you got this problem and that problem," he might be willing, he told BET News's Ed Gordon.

Hours after that interview was released, the White House announced that Biden had tested positive for COVID-19. That may not be the off-ramp that Democrats want--the president's symptoms are reportedly mild--but it will give Biden several days to sit at home and think about his future.
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Please See <em>Twisters </em>in Theaters

The film might seem like an unnecessary sequel, but it squeezes a lot of juice out of the weather-driven disaster flick.

by David Sims




Late in Twisters, as an Oklahoma town is under threat from a giant tornado, a group of strapping heroes is seeking shelter and settles on an old-fashioned movie palace. In that moment, it's a practical choice--the theater is a big space with no windows--but I think I knew what the director Lee Isaac Chung was getting at: When all hell breaks loose, at least cinema will protect us. That's the best way to think about the old-school spectacle of Twisters, a 2024 update to the 1996 summer blockbuster Twister that relies on mostly the same ingredients: wind, rain, cyclonic storms, and hot scientists tooling around in pickup trucks.

Honestly, the most surprising thing about Twisters is that it took Hollywood this long. Weather-related calamities are always a hot ticket, and Jan de Bont's original, though no masterpiece, is a baseline ideal for '90s action fun. Twister built a template that its sequel largely follows: loud and fast-paced but anchored by a reliable ensemble spouting meteorological technobabble amid the chaos. But compared with the high-octane de Bont, who was behind hits such as Speed and The Haunting, Chung is a curious choice. He's an art-house favorite who was Oscar-nominated for the sensitive, textured Minari. Why pivot from that to tornadoes?

On the one hand, the quickest way to get a movie made in Hollywood is to slap on a familiar title. On the other hand, you can quickly guess what Chung might have seen in the project, given that he spent most of his childhood in Arkansas, where Minari is set, and has a good sense for depicting the charm and fragility of rural America. Twisters takes place amid the towns and farms of central Oklahoma, in part of the region known as Tornado Alley, where a once-in-a-generation outbreak of storms has drawn scientists, storm chasers, and amateur disaster enthusiasts looking to explore some very dangerous weather. There's no explicit mention of just what might be causing more and more tornadoes to pop up, and the film walks a nonpolitical line on climate change while still nodding at how the times certainly are different.

It couldn't be me doing all this storm chasing; as a New Yorker, I still fearfully recall the two little tornadoes that blew through town in September 2010. But Chung assembles quite the charming array of talent here, led by the square-jawed Glen Powell as Tyler Owens, a YouTuber who "yeehaws" in his cowboy hat as he drives toward storms with the cameras running. His supporting crew is blown in from the Sundance Film Festival, including indie darlings such as Sasha Lane, Tunde Adebimpe, Katy O'Brian, and Brandon Perea. On the more recognizable side are Daisy Edgar-Jones, playing a resolute meteorologist named Kate who's working to overcome the trauma of watching a twister kill some of her researcher pals years prior, and Anthony Ramos as the corporate storm expert Javi, whom Kate is assisting in his effort to make 3-D-scans of tornadoes.

Read: The most influential climate-disaster thriller of all time

Yes, much like it is for Helen Hunt's character in the original Twister, it's personal for Kate. She grits her teeth every time she sees a condensation funnel, and she's invented some strange tech intended to neutralize tornados on sight. That's about all Edgar-Jones has to work with here--her character is a bit of a zero, especially when she's matched up with Powell, whose charisma can give the thinnest caricature some teeth. Kate and Tyler start out as frenemies and end up partners, the same path Powell follows in hit rom-coms such as Set It Up or Anyone but You--only this time lots of hail and lightning surround the banter, a helpful distraction from the duo's lack of chemistry.

But the quasi-romance should be secondary, because every viewer goes to Twisters to see ... twisters. The movie has plenty of 'em, photographed on honest-to-goodness celluloid--one of Chung's smartest decisions. Every time Twisters threatens to lag over its two-hour run time, some more rip-roaring storm action revs everything back up. If you can see the film in IMAX, or in one of those 4DX theaters that jostles your seat around and sprays water in your face, I recommend it. Chung has a nice grasp of his supporting characters, and he takes pains to dwell on the aftermath of every horrible storm, but in Twisters, the action is the juice, and the bigger and louder your viewing experience, the better.
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The Only Thing Left for Republicans to Debate About Trump

The Republican National Convention has been purged of any resistance.

by Mark Leibovich




It would be wrong to say that Republicans are now fully in alignment on all matters related to Donald Trump, that the intraparty debates about their nominee have been settled.

For starters, there is this question: Should he be addressed from the podium as "President Donald J. Trump" or "President Donald John Trump?"

Both versions have been in evidence at this week's Republican National Convention in Milwaukee, with most of the "Donald Johns" coming in official proclamations, such as the state-by-state roll call of delegates on Monday night, and the "Donald J."s coming from adoring speakers. It is not clear whether Trump himself has taken an official position on this. His fervent followers at least seem to agree that adding a middle accoutrement between his first and last names confers the full historical weight to which Trump is entitled. (Think John F. Kennedy, Ulysses S. Grant, and P. T. Barnum.)

The speakers in Milwaukee also seem to agree that Trump still prizes the honorific of President. Anyone here reckless enough to utter the words former president is committing an egregious faux pas.

Beyond these small hazards, the watchword of the week has been unity--not a natural state for the GOP in recent years (to wit: the Republican-led House). Clearly, though, this convention has been purified of any resistance elements. Or at least they have been fully silenced. You'd sooner see a flying elephant in Milwaukee than any sign of Liz Cheney, Chris Christie, or Mike Pence. Former Trump resisters who are here--Nikki Haley, Ron DeSantis, Ted Cruz, and Trump's running mate,  J. D. Vance--have been eager to assert, and re-assert, their allegiance.

Read: J. D. Vance's MAGA transformation is complete




Trump himself has spent considerable time in his front-and-center box at the Fiserv Forum, observing many of the speeches with the intense stare of a gymnastics judge. The spectacle has been a bit reminiscent of that cringeworthy 2017 Cabinet meeting in which Trump's lieutenants took turns praising him around the table.

There used to be at least some belief that Republicans in 2024 might move beyond this posture of slavish devotion. Back in February, Haley, the former U.S. ambassador to the United Nations and Trump's closest challenger in the Republican primary, declared, "I feel no need to kiss the ring." But this is July. Democrats are a mess, Republicans are sounding giddy, and Trump is looking blessed. "I guess when the person you're backing dodges a bullet, literally, it has a way of making you feel confident," Jim Walsh, an alternate delegate from Connecticut, told me, referring to the failed assassination attempt against Trump over the weekend.

Speaking at the RNC on Tuesday night, Haley made what passed for an edgy remark from the podium when she conceded that not everyone agrees with Trump all of the time. ("That's their problem," someone yelled from the crowd.) But enough skepticism. "Donald Trump has my strong endorsement, period," Haley said. Although she had received both cheers and boos when she walked onstage, everyone who was listening stood and clapped at this declaration--Trump included, though he was not smiling. Was he displeased? Perhaps only by the absence of a J or John in Haley's submission.

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis, another reformed antagonist, was received more generously. He drew a series of big smiles from the nominee, even an apparent chuckle, when he described the current administration as a "Weekend at Bernie's presidency." It was one of several sharp anti-Joe Biden lines from DeSantis, who seemed to be comfortable and enjoying himself, in marked contrast to the Ron DeSantis who ran for president earlier this year.

Read: Biden's ever-narrowing path to victory

On Monday afternoon, I encountered former Arkansas Governor Asa Hutchinson, another defeated primary challenger, on the Fiserv Forum concourse. Hutchinson told me he had faced little hostility at the convention, despite being one of the few elected Republicans to say he would not vote for Trump if he were convicted of a crime. Hutchinson even appears to have softened his position. "I've made some commitments about not voting for a convicted felon," Hutchinson acknowledged to ABC News this week, when asked whether he might come around to Trump after all. "That feels like a long time ago."

So does 2016, when the Republicans held their last non-COVID convention, in Cleveland. Many of the delegates were not happy to be there. Cruz, the senator from Texas and first runner-up for the presidential nomination, vowed never to become a "puppy dog" in service to his vanquisher, who had, among other things, suggested that Cruz's wife was unattractive and that his father had been involved in the JFK assassination. In a defiant address to that convention, Cruz implored delegates to "vote your conscience"--and was booed offstage.

"God Bless Donald J. Trump," Cruz said, kicking off his remarks in Milwaukee on Tuesday night. He proceeded with a note of simple gratitude: "Let me start by thanking God almighty, for protecting President Trump."

Looking on from his box, the Republican's almighty himself looked pleased.
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The Cheapness of Luxury

In Yasmin Zaher's new novel, the promise of exclusivity is a facade.

by Bekah Waalkes




In 1899, the American economist Thorstein Veblen theorized that consuming the right kinds of goods operated as a signal of social standing for members of the upper class. That's still true today, but some items are so elite that one needs more than money to buy them. Such products speak even more loudly, more conspicuously, than their more available counterparts. Luxury brands such as Hermes, Patek Philippe, Ferrari, and Louis Vuitton, for instance, use vetting processes to ensure that their most desirable products are sold in small numbers. These brands curate exclusivity, making it clear that there are some things that money (or at least money alone) can't buy.

This cliche rings true for the unnamed narrator of Yasmin Zaher's debut novel, The Coin: She is broke, at least for a wealthy woman, but her impeccable taste buys her enough social clout to get by. (Her parents died in a car accident when she was a child, leaving her with a large inheritance, but she can access her money only through a monthly allowance.) She has just moved to New York City from Palestine and has taken a job teaching English at a middle school for boys. At first, the job is mostly an accessory, secondary to the effort the narrator makes to maintain a curated appearance. Zaher lists the articles of expensive clothing that make up her small but tasteful wardrobe: "cotton oversize pants from Marni, faille pants from Chloe, two identical pairs of wide-leg raw denim from Gucci, wool pants from Miu Miu, silk pants from Bottega Veneta." She is meticulously clean, wears Lys Mediterranee by the luxury perfumer Edouard Flechier, and carries an Hermes Birkin bag, which she inherited from her mother.

Read: A better way of buying--and wanting--things

In America, the narrator notices that her Birkin is turning heads. It's not just that it's a beautiful, well-made luxury handbag; it's that Birkins aren't available to just anyone, so carrying one signals belonging to a particular class. "I came from a place where a bag could never have power, where only violence spoke," the narrator notes. "And suddenly I had something that others wanted to possess, I was a woman who others wanted to embody." She realizes that luxury is its own language, and that she speaks it fluently without even trying--a skill she'll eventually use, in morally questionable ways, to her advantage. If belonging and privilege can be signaled by the right products, the narrator of The Coin offers a vision of just how flimsy and dirty--how cheap--that exclusivity can be.

Ever since the narrator was young, money has been at the center of her world. On the day of her parents' death, she mysteriously swallowed a coin that she never recovered. One morning, in the present day, the narrator wakes up with a stiff neck: "It felt as if I had slept on a coin, a small and dense one, like a thick shekel or an old British pound, and in my dreams, it left an imprint of the queen." She worries that the coin she swallowed all those years ago has become lodged between her shoulder blades, in the one spot on her back she can't reach. The narrator starts an intensive daily cleaning regimen that begins with a thorough scouring of her apartment and morphs into hours of personal hygiene in the bath. But the feeling of the coin--and the thought that it could be rusting inside her--persists, driving her to a breaking point; she becomes obsessed with keeping a "tight grip on the universe, and especially the dirt."

The chaos of the narrator's mind begins to manifest everywhere. Exhausted from spending her nights obsessively cleaning, she abandons the school curriculum in favor of experimental, improvisational classes. At one point, she invites a friend, a grifter whom she refers to as Trenchcoat, to speak to the boys about fashion. (She tells the administration that he is a guest lecturer from the nonexistent New York Refugee Action Committee.) The narrator believes that her students can learn from Trenchcoat, who is a master of appearing like he belongs in elite spaces. "You know," the narrator tells her students, "a six can easily become an eight with the right manners and clothing, it's not the same for women, you're lucky to be men." She's joking, but as with all her humor, there is a serious, even idealistic, bent to her quip. Her students are Black and immigrant boys, and she hopes to teach them something that might help them survive in the real world. She sees herself not as a "savior" of her students, she tells the reader, but as their "general."

The narrator's deceptions evolve from harmless and funny--she tells a student that her brother is the most important graffiti artist in Palestine, then shows him photos of Banksy's art--to slightly more nefarious as she and Trenchcoat become enmeshed in a Birkin-bag scheme in Paris while she's on winter break. The two of them buy the bags and sell them at a premium to a middleman, Ivan, who then sells the bags to "whichever person had plenty of money but no class." Because the narrator is beautiful, chic, and already carrying a Birkin, she has a greater chance of being offered the chance to buy another one. "The whole model was based on rejection, people want to belong to a club that doesn't accept them," she observes. But the more the narrator immerses herself in Paris's luxury world, the more she begins to see the promise of belonging to be a facade. "Maybe pretense is all there was," she thinks. "Fashion is pretense, education is pretense, personality, too, is a form of internalized pretense. I wondered what my true essence would be, if I were solitary, in nature, untamed and unconditioned."

Read: What to read to understand how people get tricked

After the narrator returns from Paris, her obsession with cleanliness morphs into a manic desire to immerse herself in the outdoors, in something uncorrupted and whole. "Nature is clean," she insists. "It's civilization that's dirty." Following a trip to upstate New York that her boyfriend takes her on because she asked him for "more nature, less money," the narrator realizes that she wants to return to her "biblical homeland," which she sees as uncontaminated by commercialism. Life in the city, meanwhile, is irrevocably tainted by the drive for profit.

Late in the novel, at a benefit gala for Palestine, the narrator spends the evening using her boyfriend's phone to donate thousands of dollars to the foundation that is hosting the event. "I thought that if he wanted to be close to me, the least he could do was contribute to my people's liberation," she remarks. When a woman at the table seems to recognize her--she knew her mother at university--she lies, dodging the interaction by ducking under the table to retrieve her dropped knife. Over and over, the narrator's minor deceptions brush up against her assertion that she is a "moral woman." This tension runs through the novel: The narrator knows that moving about in rarefied circles requires buying into their pretense. But each of her "moral" deeds--the gala donation, trying to teach kids how to get by in an unfair world--involves an element of duplicity.

Zaher seems to be saying that in a society as unjust as this one, even acts of morality are tarnished with grime. As with the coin lodged in the narrator's back--a smart metaphor for inherited trauma and the currency of power--no matter how hard you scrub, you can never get clean. "Matter is constant," she reminds the reader; some things will never decay. After all, as the narrator notes early in the novel, "every year, regardless of poverty, war, or famine, the price of the Birkin bag increases." If the narrator is resigned to that bleak reality, who are we to disagree?
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Elephants Are Doing Something Deeply Human

They're part of a growing list of animals that use namelike calls.

by Tove Danovich




The best thing language has ever done for us, as far as I'm concerned, is give us the ability to talk with and about one another. Why bother with words if you can't get your friend's attention on a crowded street and pull them aside to complain about your nemesis? Language, that is to say, would be largely useless without names. As soon as a group is bigger than a handful of people, names become essential: Referring to someone who shares your cave or campfire as "that guy" goes only so far.

Perhaps because names are so crucial and personal, naming things can feel uniquely human. And until a little over a decade ago, scientists predominantly thought that was true. Then, in 2013, a study suggested that bottlenose dolphins use namelike calls. Scientists have since found evidence that parrots, and perhaps whales and bats, use calls that identify them as individuals too. In June, a study published in Nature Ecology & Evolution showed that elephants do the same. Among humans, at least, names are inextricably linked with identity. The fact that we're not unique in using them is a tantalizing sign that we aren't the only beings who can recognize ourselves and those around us as individuals.

Many animals are born with the ability to make a specific collection of sounds, such as alarm calls that correlate with aerial predators or threats on the ground. But "names, by definition, have to be learned," Mickey Pardo, a postdoctoral researcher at Colorado State University who led the elephant study, told me. Every species that uses auditory names (or namelike identifiers) must necessarily be capable of what scientists call "vocal-production learning"--the ability to learn and produce new sounds or modify existing ones.

The fact that so many different species capable of vocal-production learning use namelike calls--especially species with such different evolutionary lineages--underscores just how important naming must be. In fact, Pardo said, it's plausible that such creatures gained the ability to learn new sounds specifically for the purpose of naming one another. In the case of humans, Pardo proposed, the skills enabled by naming might even have "allowed our communication system to get more sophisticated until we had language."

So far, the species that use names (or anything like them), including us humans, are highly social. We all live in fluid groups: Sometimes individuals spend time with family and closely bonded friends or partners, and other times they're surrounded by strangers or acquaintances. Stephanie King, an associate professor at the University of Bristol, in England, and a lead author on the bottlenose-dolphin paper, told me that, in such societies, names serve a practical function. They allow you to track and address your social companions, whether they're nearby or you've become separated from them. That's especially helpful if you rely on others' cooperation to hunt or care for young. "For dolphins, it's important to keep track of who you can rely on to assist you in times of conflict," King said.

Read: How first contact with whale civilization could unfold

Names can also have more sentimental purposes. Among elephants and dolphins, Pardo said, name calls may be a sign of closeness: Individuals of both species appear likelier to use the names of other animals they're bonded to. Humans, too, can use names to project or create intimacy. For example, in one study, people were likelier to do a favor for someone who remembered their name. When I meet someone and want to stay in touch, I go out of my way to learn and remember their name.

This, perhaps, gives some credence to Dale Carnegie's advice in How to Win Friends and Influence People to learn others' names: "A person's name is to that person the sweetest, most important sound in any language." Personal experience supports that theory. Many times, my own name, Tove, has caused me trouble. Because it's Scandinavian, it rhymes with nova, not stove, which means I spend countless hours of my life pronouncing and spelling my name for people when I'd rather talk about anything else. But as much as that annoys me, I'll never change my name--it's mine--and I care that others get it right.

For humans, the significance of names is inseparable from concepts of identity and individuality. We could walk around describing one another with labels--American, woman, child, baker, pedestrian--but people generally don't like to be addressed or referred to that way. "It makes you feel less than human," Laurel Sutton, the president of the American Name Society, told me, perhaps because such epithets fail to differentiate an individual from a group. "We are very individualistic as a species."

Scientists don't yet know whether names have developed such deep significance among other species. But the mere existence of naming among animals is a hint that they have a sense of themselves as separable from the world around them. It's not the first clue that scientists have had of such a possibility. Since the 1970s, chimpanzees--and, by some accounts, dolphins and even reef fish--have passed the controversial "mirror test," in which an animal reacts to a mark placed on its own body that's visible in a mirror. But touching a red dot on your forehead is still very different from understanding that every member of your species is an individual.

Of course, names and the mirror test are far from the only ways that animals demonstrate an awareness of something that approximates identity. Individuals from all sorts of species can recognize their offspring and mates. Dolphins may be able to recognize familiar companions based on their urine in the water. Bats likely use signatures encoded in echolocation calls to distinguish between other individuals.

From the March 2019 issue: A journey into the animal mind

As tempting as it may be to find analogues for human behavior among animals, King cautioned against putting too much stock in such arguments. "It's more interesting to look at how and why the animals behave as they do in their system," she said. Perhaps studying animal naming behaviors might be most valuable for the ways it allows scientists to learn more about other species and how they adapt to their environments. For example, King said, a dolphin's signature whistle--its name--is discrete, whereas an elephant name call encodes other information along with the elephant's identity. This difference may have arisen, King posited, because of the way sound travels underwater or how pressure changes dolphins' ability to vocalize. But it could also stem from the fact that dolphins more regularly encounter a wider number of individuals, which means they need more efficient introductions. Finding the answer would tell scientists more about these species' societies and evolutionary needs--not just that they do something similar to humans.

Still, I can't help but feel a sense of connection when I learn that a new species has joined the ranks of namers. As the botanist Robin Wall Kimmerer wrote in her book Braiding Sweetgrass, "Names are the way we humans build relationship, not only with each other but with the living world." And other species' names make me hope for the possibility that those relationships might become more reciprocal. The thought of someday being able to address an elephant in a way it can understand is downright magical. To say, "Hello, I'm Tove. Please tell me your name."
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How Risky Is COVID for an 81-Year-Old?

Once again, Joe Biden has COVID-19.

by Rachel Gutman-Wei




Today, for the third time in two years, President Joe Biden tested positive for COVID-19, the White House said. The president was in Las Vegas--attempting to convince voters, donors, and his fellow lawmakers that he is still the candidate best poised to defeat former President Donald Trump in November--when he fell ill with a runny nose and cough, according to a White House statement. He's already taking the antiviral Paxlovid and will isolate at his home in Delaware.

Since Biden's first two COVID bouts--an initial case and a rebound shortly thereafter in 2022--much has changed for the president, and for the trajectory of the pandemic. Biden's cognitive abilities have come under more intense scrutiny, especially following a debate with Trump last month in which the president demonstrated difficulty completing sentences and holding on to a train of thought. Reported rates of COVID infections, hospitalizations, and deaths have declined--thanks in large part to vaccination--and precautions have become ever more rare. Biden is vaccinated and has superb access to medical care. Chances are, he will be fine. Yet one basic fact remains unchanged: COVID is still capable of inflicting great damage, especially upon the elderly.

In June, according to provisional CDC data, about four out of every 100,000 Americans over the age of 75 (or 0.004 percent) died with COVID-19. That's a far cry from the staggering fatality rates of 2020 (roughly 0.17 percent for the same age group in April of that year), but still sizable in comparison with younger Americans' risk. The June 2024 COVID death rate among 30-to-39-year-olds, for example, is two out of every 10 million. Hospitalizations tell a similar story for the elderly: Last month, more than 60 out of every 100,000 Americans over 75 were hospitalized with COVID. And according to the CDC, this is likely an undercount.

Still, the risks of COVID seem to increase over even just a few years of life for the elderly. People 75 or older are currently 3.5 times as likely to be hospitalized and seven times as likely to die with COVID as people ages 65 to 74. And people in their 80s can accumulate health problems with startling speed. Heart disease, diabetes, kidney disease, cancer, and stroke--all maladies more likely to affect older people--increase a person's chances of serious complications from COVID.

Biden is as likely as any American of his age to come away from this infection with minimal long-term effects. So far, according to the White House's statement, his symptoms are mild, he has no fever, and his blood-oxygen level is normal. He was first vaccinated against COVID in 2020 and has received several shots since, most recently in September. Vaccines are proven to mitigate the most serious risks of the disease, especially among the elderly. And should things take a turn, Biden, as president, has care teams and resources at his instant disposal.

That said, as far as COVID is concerned, good for an 81-year-old is not reliably good. And COVID does not have to kill someone to have troubling, lasting effects. Even mild bouts of COVID can lead to symptoms that linger for weeks or years and range from inconvenient to debilitating. In a study published today, about 7.8 percent of patients infected since Omicron became the dominant variant in the United States developed long-term symptoms. Given current concerns about the president's health and brainpower, any further deterioration is a sobering prospect. A report published by the National Academies of Science last month found that older Americans are especially at risk of cognitive impairment following a COVID infection. What would that mean for a man who has already shown signs of substantial decline--a man subjected to the rigors of one of the most demanding jobs on the planet during the most crucial political campaign of our lifetimes, who refuses to lift the burden of American democracy from his aging shoulders?

Ten days ago--after Biden's feeble debate performance, but before a gunman attempted to assassinate his opponent at a rally--the president made a perplexing statement. Addressing the crowd at a Pennsylvania campaign event, he declared, "I ended the pandemic." The reality is that COVID continues to upend lives every day. Americans should be mindful that it could still upend elections, too.

Lila Shroff contributed reporting.
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A New Development in the Debate About Instagram and Teens

Meta, infamous for kicking researchers off its platform, flirts with slightly more transparency.

by Caroline Mimbs Nyce




The teens are on Instagram. That much is obvious. A majority of teens say they use the app, including 8 percent who say they use it "almost constantly," according to the Pew Research Center. And yet a lot is still unknown about what such extensive use might do to kids. Many people believe that it and other social-media apps are contributing to a teen mental-health crisis.



Now, after years of contentious relationships with academic researchers, Meta is opening a small pilot program that would allow a handful of them to access Instagram data for up to about six months in order to study the app's effect on the well-being of teens and young adults. The company will announce today that it is seeking proposals that focus on certain research areas--investigating whether social-media use is associated with different effects in different regions of the world, for example--and that it plans to accept up to seven submissions. Once approved, researchers will be able to access relevant data from study participants--how many accounts they follow, for example, or how much they use Instagram and when. Meta has said that certain types of data will be off-limits, such as user-demographic information and the content of media published by users; a full list of eligible data is forthcoming, and it is as yet unclear whether internal information related to ads that are served to users or Instagram's content-sorting algorithm, for example, might be provided. The program is being run in partnership with the Center for Open Science, or COS, a nonprofit. Researchers, not Meta, will be responsible for recruiting the teens, and will be required to get parental consent and take privacy precautions. Meta shared details about the initiative exclusively with The Atlantic ahead of the announcement.



The project cracks open the door for greater insights into social media's effects--yet some researchers are nevertheless regarding it with trepidation. Like many online platforms, Instagram is essentially a black box, which has made it difficult for outsiders to draw direct links between the app and its possible effects on mental-health. "We consider ourselves to be in a very difficult and unusual situation, which is [that] the social-media companies have treasure troves of data that no academic researcher will ever amass on their own," Holden Thorp, the editor in chief of Science, which published studies about the 2020 election in collaboration with Meta, told me. "So you have potentially a resource that could answer questions that you can't answer any other way."

Read: No one knows exactly what social media is doing to teens

Part of the reason this feels particularly fraught is that leaks from within Meta have indicated that the company has conducted its own research into the harms of its products. In 2021, documents released by the whistleblower France Haugen showed that the company's own research has repeatedly found that Instagram can harm teenagers, especially teenage girls. "Almost no one outside of Facebook knows what happens inside of Facebook," Haugen said in congressional testimony that year. (Meta was previously known as Facebook, which it owns; the company rebranded just a few weeks after Haugen's appearance.) Later in her testimony, she said that "there is a broad swath of research that supports the idea that usage of social media amplifies the risk" of mental-health issues such as depression. Before that, Facebook became notorious among researchers for restricting their ability to study the site, including one high-profile incident in 2021, in which it kicked a group of researchers from New York University off the platform.



All of which underscores the value of independent research: The stakes are high, but the actual data are limited. Existing experimental research has produced mixed results, in part because of the issues around access. In the meantime, the idea that social media is harmful has calcified. Last month, the U.S. surgeon general proposed putting a cigarette-style warning label on social sites--to serve as a reminder to parents that they haven't been proved safe. Cities and school districts across the country are busy passing rules and legislation to restrict the use of devices in the classroom. 



Read: Get phones out of schools now



It is against this backdrop that Meta has decided to loosen its grip, however slightly. "As this topic has heated up, we have felt like we needed to find a way to share data in a responsible way, in a privacy-preserving way," Curtiss Cobb, a vice president of research at Meta, told me. "It's reasonable for people to have these questions. If we have the data that can illuminate it, and it can be shared in a responsible way, it's in all of our interests to do that."



Outside experts I talked with had mixed opinions on the project. Thorp pointed out that Meta has ultimate control over the data that are handed over. Candice Odgers, a psychologist at UC Irvine who studies the effects of technology on adolescent mental health and has written on the subject for The Atlantic, said the pilot program is a decent, if limited, first step. "Scientifically, I think this is a critical step in the right direction as it offers a potentially open and transparent way of testing how social media may be impacting adolescents' well-being and lives," she told me. "It can help to ensure that science is conducted in the light of day, by having researchers preregister their findings and openly share their code, data, and results for others to replicate." Researchers have long called for more data sharing from Meta, Odgers noted. "This announcement represents one step forward, although they can, and should, certainly do more."



Notably, Meta has been a complicated research partner for similar projects in the past. The political-partisanship studies published in Science came from a kindred program, though its design was slightly different; Meta served a bigger role as a research partner. As The Wall Street Journal reported, the company and researchers ended up disagreeing on the work's conclusions before the studies were even published. The studies were ultimately inconclusive about Facebook's ability to drive partisanship in U.S. elections, though Meta positioned them as adding "to a growing body of research showing there is little evidence that key features of Meta's platforms alone" cause partisanship or change in political attitudes.



Cobb told me that Meta has eliminated some of the problems with the 2020 election project by introducing a technique called "registered reports." This, he said, will avoid some later back-and-forth over interpretations of the results that cropped up last time: Would-be researchers will be required to get their processes peer-reviewed upfront, and the results will be published regardless of outcome. Cobb also noted that Meta won't be a research collaborator on the work, as it was in 2020. "We're just going to be providing the data," he explained. (The company is funding this research through a grant to the COS.)



Meta, for its part, has also framed the project as one that could later be built upon if it's successful. Perhaps it's best understood as a baby step forward in the direction of data transparency--and a much needed one at that.
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Democrats Are Drifting Toward Disaster

Biden's path to victory is narrowing--and his party seems unable to respond.

by Ronald Brownstein




As Donald Trump prepares to accept his third consecutive Republican presidential nomination tonight, Democrats remain trapped in a stalemate that could ease his return to the White House.

The movement to force President Joe Biden to step aside has widespread support in the party, but probably not enough support to overcome his adamant refusal to do so. In turn, Biden's position against Trump in polls is weak enough to leave the incumbent with long odds of winning a second term--but not such slim odds that they make the case for replacing Biden irrefutable.

Caught between the growing signs of danger for their candidate and the shrinking window to change course, Democrats are drifting toward November with widening divisions and a pervasive sense of dread. Republicans, meanwhile, are overflowing with confidence, as this week's party convention has demonstrated. Many Democrats now fear that they face the worst possible situation: a weakened nominee who will not withdraw and is angrily feuding with donors, elected officials, and other former allies pressing for his removal.

Amid all of these concerns, the Biden campaign insists that he retains a path to victory, primarily through the three key Rust Belt battlegrounds: Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. Some Democratic strategists and operatives with whom I've spoken since the debate agree. "Not only is the damage to Biden not as great as people are assuming, but Trump continues to be reviled," Matt Morrison, the executive director of Working America, an AFL-CIO-affiliated group that politically mobilizes working-class people who don't belong to unions. "That, somehow, has been overlooked in the past two weeks."

But most Democratic political professionals--the party's campaign managers, strategists, media consultants, and pollsters--are in a funereal mood about Biden's chances to overtake Trump. Whit Ayres, a longtime Republican pollster who is critical of Trump, says out loud what most of these Democratic professionals will still say to reporters only under terms of anonymity. "If the Democrats persist in nominating Joe Biden," Ayres told me this week, "they are essentially ceding the presidency to Donald Trump."

By any measure, Trump is in a stronger position today than when he accepted his previous two presidential nominations. On the day Trump was first nominated, in July 2016, the national polling average maintained by the political website FiveThirtyEight showed him trailing the Democratic nominee, Hillary Rodham Clinton, by 2.5 percentage points. When President Trump accepted the GOP nomination again, in August 2020, that same average showed him trailing Biden by 8.4 percentage points.

John Hendrickson: Biden isn't listening

Today, FiveThirtyEight shows Trump leading Biden by 2 percentage points. Yet that understates the extent of Trump's advantage, as operatives in both parties agree. The main reason is Trump's polling lead is greater than that margin in almost all of the swing states that will determine the election. The other reason is most of the other important measures in the polls are worse for Biden than his performance in the simple horse race against Trump. That indicates the difficulty Biden may face trying to expand his support enough to erase Trump's lead.

Biden's job-approval rating has been stuck at about 40 percent or less roughly since this time last year. Trump consistently leads Biden by double digits when voters are asked whom they trust more to handle the economy (with similar results for queries about immigration and crime). And in multiple polls, big majorities say they consider the nation on the wrong track, and believe that Biden's agenda has left the country worse off.

These trends place Biden closer to the recent presidents who lost reelection than those who won a second term. The defeated incumbents include Jimmy Carter in 1980, George H. W. Bush in 1992, and Trump himself in 2020. Looking across that history, the longtime GOP pollster Bill McInturff said to me that "every conventional polling standard tells us Joe Biden is going to lose."

Beyond these downbeat views of his record, Biden faces bleak assessments of his personal capacity. The most obvious problem is the consistent polling finding that a majority of voters believe he lacks the mental and physical ability to do the job now, let alone for another four years. But Biden is also struggling on other measures that derive from this central concern. In a CBS/YouGov poll released earlier this month, just 28 percent of voters described Biden as tough and only 18 percent called him energetic; for Trump, the comparable numbers were 65 percent in each case. And that survey was taken before Trump's defiant response to being shot on Saturday.

That searing event may serve as the bookend to last month's presidential debate in what has been a disastrous spell for Biden. The debate compounded existing concerns about Biden's weakness, then the assassination attempt reinforced perceptions of Trump's strength.

"You put a picture of Trump shaking his fist in the face of an assassin alongside a picture of Biden's blank stare in the debate, and there you have the choice," Ayres told me. Trump's critics in both parties fear that such a vivid contrast could validate Bill Clinton's famous maxim that, in American politics, "strong and wrong" usually beats "weak and right."

Against these headwinds, the Biden campaign maintains that it still can compete for all seven of the swing states across the Sun Belt and Rust Belt. But hardly any other professionals in either party believe that Biden can plausibly win Georgia or North Carolina in the Southeast; as for the southwestern battlegrounds of Arizona and Nevada, polls consistently show Trump leading there as well.

The dominant view among Democrats is that the most--perhaps the only--plausible path to stopping Trump runs through the industrial Midwest. If Biden sweeps Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin, and holds every other state that he won in 2020 by 2.5 points or more, he would reach exactly the 270 Electoral College votes he needs to win. (That arithmetic would also require Democrats to hold the District of Columbia, as well as the congressional district centered on Omaha, Nebraska, in one of the two states that award some of their electoral votes by district.)

Jen O'Malley Dillon, the Biden-campaign chair, claimed in a recent memo to staff that the Sun Belt states are still within reach, but she did acknowledge that winning the big three Rust Belt states was "the clearest pathway" to victory. As O'Malley Dillon noted, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin are each part of what I termed in 2009 the "blue wall." That referred to the 18 states that ultimately voted Democratic in all six presidential elections from 1992 through 2012.

Recent history offers Democrats some reasons for optimism about the Rust Belt battlegrounds. Trump won the 2016 election because he dislodged Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin from the blue wall by a combined 78,000 votes. But after Trump's unexpected breakthrough then, resistance to him has powered a substantial Democratic recovery in all three states. In 2018, Democrats won the governorship of those states; in 2020, Biden won them all fairly comfortably; and in the 2022 midterms, the Democrats swept the three governorships again--in each instance, by wider margins than Biden's victory two years earlier.

Biden's position is relatively stronger in these three Rust Belt battlegrounds than in the four Sun Belt ones largely because of the surprising racial inversion shaping the two parties' coalitions this year. Compared with 2020, Biden's support has eroded considerably more among nonwhite than white voters and more among younger than older voters (trends that his campaign says have persisted after the debate in its own polling). That shift has left the president facing a tougher climb in the younger and more racially diverse Sun Belt states than in the older, less diverse industrial ones--a head-spinning reversal for strategists of both parties.

Reinforcing the Biden campaign's imperative of focusing on the Rust Belt is the fact that the minority population there is concentrated among Black voters. Democrats believe they have a better chance of reversing Trump's early inroads with this demographic group than with the Hispanic voters more plentiful in the southwestern states.

Biden usually runs better in Wisconsin than in any other swing state. As for Michigan, Adrian Hemond, a consultant for Democrats and progressive causes, told me, "You can't feel great about it, but you certainly can't feel like all is lost." Of the three states, Biden is performing most poorly in the one with the most electoral votes: his original home state of Pennsylvania. But if Biden can't sweep all three former blue-wall states, every other path forward for him is rocky.

The Biden campaign's message to legions of distraught Democrats comes down to one word: wait. The core of its case for recovery is that Biden will revive when, in the final weeks of the election, voters fully weigh reelecting Trump.

"We know that the election for many voters is still not clearly defined as a choice between Biden and Trump," Dan Kanninen, the Biden campaign's battleground-states director, told me this week. "Once we do define that choice on the issues--on the record of Joe Biden, on values, on what Donald Trump represents--we move voters to our camp. We know the voters whom we have to win back favor us quite a bit more on all those fronts."

Mark Leibovich: Ruth Bader Biden

Moreover, Kanninen said, Biden has spent months building a grassroots organization to deliver that message in the swing states, while Trump and the GOP are now scrambling to catch up (with a big financial assist from Elon Musk). "When those core issues are front and center for voters, with an apparatus in these states," Kanninen told me, "and with trusted messengers that can drive that home to voters, that's how you win."

Biden advisers maintain that he is still well positioned because so many of the voters who have moved away from him since 2020 are from traditionally Democratic-leaning constituencies--particularly younger, Black, and Latino voters. "The people who are still making up their minds in this election--and there are enough of them in the key battleground states that the president can win--do not like Donald Trump," Molly Murphy, one of Biden's pollsters, told me. "They have deep concerns about him. Those double dislikers feel much more intensely negative toward Trump than toward the president. That is why this is not yet settled."

Few outside Trump's own campaign would dispute that resistance to the former president remains substantial, with most voters viewing him unfavorably, many considering him a threat to democracy, and crucial elements of his agenda and record--such as extending his 2017 tax cuts for the rich and corporations, and overturning Roe v. Wade--remaining unpopular.

Even so, many operatives in both parties consider it wishful thinking--"delusional," Ayres said--to believe that Biden's standing in the polls will inevitably rise as voters focus more on Trump. Strategists in both parties believe that the doubts about Biden's capacity will prevent him from shifting voters' attention solely to Trump.

If anything, the comparison between the two tends to benefit Trump: Retrospective assessments of his job performance now typically exceed his highest ratings during his actual presidency. That may be because voters are reconsidering Trump primarily on the issues that cause them the most discontent with the current president--inflation, the border, and crime--rather than on other aspects of Trump's tenure they disliked at the time. Although Biden has virtually monopolized TV ad-buying across the swing states all year, a new survey released this week showed that Trump's retrospective job approval was now at least 7 points higher than Biden's current one in all of them. That is a formidable advantage.

Tresa Undem, a pollster for progressive groups and causes, points to a further flaw in the strategy of framing the race as a referendum on Trump: It requires Biden to drive home a cogent negative message--something that he has shown little consistent ability to do. "Biden's problem is that polling for months and months shows that he has zero room for error just to have a shot at winning," Undem told me. "That's where the ability to campaign effectively becomes a real issue--articulating one's record, one's vision for the future, and the threat in clear, inspiring, and convincing ways. Is he up for that?"

Like many other worried Democrats, she fears the answer is no. That's why Undem, along with the great majority of Democratic strategists and donors I've spoken with since the debate, desperately wants the party to replace Biden with another nominee, probably Vice President Kamala Harris. Yet no clear consensus to replace Biden has emerged among Democratic voters, elected officials, or interest groups.

The movement to replace Biden seems to wax and wane on an almost hourly basis. Yesterday, Representative Adam Schiff, who is running for a U.S. Senate seat in California, provided new momentum when he called on Biden to withdraw; late in the day, ABC's Jonathan Karl reported that Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer had privately urged Biden to step aside in a meeting last weekend. But the president still appears dug in. And Biden's allies are pushing forward with a plan to short-circuit opposition by holding an online roll-call vote of delegates to renominate him before the Democratic convention opens in Chicago on August 19--though yesterday they backed away from the accelerated timetable first proposed. More twists seem inevitable before Biden's fate as leader is settled.

The implications of a Trump victory extend far beyond a second White House term. If a decisive Trump win in November also delivers an unassailable Senate majority, that could reshape American life and the underpinnings of our constitutional democracy long after 2028.

Democrats this year are defending three Senate seats in states Trump is virtually certain to win (West Virginia, Montana, and Ohio); five more seats in swing states where Biden now trails (Arizona, Nevada, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin); and several other seats in blue-leaning states where the presidential contest looks unexpectedly close (including New Mexico and New Jersey).

Democrats have been reassured by polls showing that their Senate candidates are ahead in almost all of those states (except for West Virginia and, intermittently, Montana). Far from clear, though, is whether Democrats can maintain those advantages if Biden loses badly: In 2016 and 2020, just one Senate candidate, out of 69 races, won in a state that favored the other party's presidential candidate.

Concern is growing among Democrats that Republicans will show up in droves to support Trump after he was nearly assassinated last weekend, whereas Democratic-leaning younger and nonwhite voters may feel too dispirited by Biden's struggles to do the same. Resistance to Trump did spur big turnout in Democratic constituencies for the 2018, 2020, and 2022 elections (defying predictions of a "red wave" in the latter case). But Undem speaks for many Democrats when she questions whether hostility toward Trump will sufficiently offset disillusionment with Biden. "I keep wondering: Will people vote 100 percent against someone and zero percent for someone?" she told me. "Maybe if the threat becomes big enough, but it seems pretty dang hard."

If a turnout edge does develop for Republicans, many of the Democratic senators now leading in swing states where Biden is trailing could also fall short. The consequences of such a surge cannot be overstated. It could allow Republicans to establish a majority in the Senate that would prove insuperable for Democrats until at least 2030 (because very few Republican-held Senate seats will be vulnerable to Democrats in the cycles before then).

Roge Karma: It wasn't just the debate

With Trump back in the White House, a sustained Senate majority would give the GOP more than enough time to nominate and confirm much younger replacements for Supreme Court Justices Samuel Alito and Clarence Thomas, both of whom are in their mid-70s. That could lock in a conservative majority on the Court until as late as 2050.

These are among the very high stakes that Biden and Democratic leaders are gambling with as the president insists, despite his obvious vulnerability, that he remains the best hope of preventing a second Trump presidency. As for Trump, such a restoration, which seemed inconceivable in the days after the January 6 insurrection, moves a step closer tonight with his address to a jubilant Republican National Convention.
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J. D. Vance's Permanent Grin

The Republican vice-presidential candidate's MAGA transformation is complete.

by John Hendrickson




J. D. Vance's speech at the Republican National Convention completed his transformation from Never Trumper to Trump's MAGA torchbearer.

Vance dutifully spent his first five minutes praising the GOP leader sitting in front of him. "Consider the lies they told you about Donald Trump," he told the crowd. "And then look at that photo of him, defiant fist in the air."

When he turned to policy, he sounded especially Trumpian. Under the Trump-Vance administration, he said, "When we allow newcomers into our American family, we allow them on our terms." He spoke of preserving "the continuity of this project," of reopening factories and making products "with the hands of American workers." He blamed the country's real-estate woes on the "millions of illegal aliens" Democrats had "flooded" into the United States. Citizens, he said, "had to compete with people who shouldn't even be here for precious housing."

The crowd loved it: Through it all, the floor of delegates and thousands of attendees cycled through chants of approval, from "U-S-A!" to "Drill, baby, drill!" to "Joe must go!"

The response to his speech reflected an overall excitement about Vance at the convention this week. In my conversations with party leaders, delegates, strategists, and operatives, I heard enthusiasm for Vance's youth and his potential to attract Rust Belt voters. That Vance once referred to Trump as "cultural heroin" isn't seen as a liability. Some Vance supporters even try to spin it as a redemption tale: Vance was a doubter; now he's a believer. 



Many Republicans seem enamored with Vance's life story: He grew up poor in Middletown, Ohio, joined the Marines, then earned degrees from Ohio State and Yale Law School. Plus he's only 39. "Very, very smart, remarkable entrepreneur, great background in middle America," Newt Gingrich told me of Vance while posing for selfies on the convention floor. "It will be fascinating to watch him debate Kamala." Former House Speaker Kevin McCarthy told me that Trump had made "a great pick" in selecting the Ohio senator. "He's going to be able to go into areas in Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, and Michigan that normally don't vote for Republicans, and when people get to know his life story, I think it's going to resonate pretty well," McCarthy said. Bruce LeVell, a longtime Trump ally and a 2024 Georgia delegate, said, "We need that youth!"

Read: Silicon Valley got their guy

At a panel this morning hosted by the University of Chicago Institute of Politics and The Cook Political Report, the Trump pollster Tony Fabrizio touched on Vance's impact on the race. He said that Trump's easiest path to 270 electoral votes is to win every state he won in 2020, plus Georgia and Pennsylvania. Vance, he predicted, would appeal to blue-collar voters. As proof, he pointed to the way the Teamsters president, Sean O'Brien, had praised Vance during his fiery RNC speech on Monday night. Without holding the "blue wall" of Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Ohio, Biden cannot win this election. Trump's team is ready to exploit this weakness. "You will see J. D. Vance planted in Rust Belt states very heavily between now and election day," Fabrizio said. As it happens, Trump and Vance are already scheduled to appear at a rally in Grand Rapids, Michigan, this coming Saturday.


A Trump-campaign sign with 'VANCE' handwritten on it at the RNC (Joseph Rushmore for The Atlantic)



But for all his political assets, Vance has one huge mark in his record: his history of criticizing Trump. Most of the Republicans I spoke with were diplomatic about Vance's political evolution. "I think, like so many other people, he formulated his opinion based on what people told him--not on what he actually observed," Ben Carson, who served as Trump's secretary of Housing and Urban Development, told me.

Charlie Kirk, the founder of Turning Point USA and Turning Point Action, pushed back on my assertion that Vance had made a heel turn. "His values did not transform--his opinion of Trump did," Kirk argued to me this morning. (He was wearing a T-shirt splashed with a photo of Trump's raised fist above the phrase NEVER SURRENDER.) Kirk told me that Vance was "shocked" when, earlier this year, his name began popping up as a potential vice president. He considers Vance a personal friend. Kirk also played a role in Vance's rise within Trumpworld, boosting him on social media and in real life. Last month, Vance unsubtly made his vice-presidential pitch at Turning Point's People's convention in Detroit. Kirk had his back. "When I first spoke to President Trump, I said, 'You know, [Vance] said bad stuff about you in 2016.' He's like, 'I know.' I said, 'That's why you should choose him.'" Kirk's logic was that seeing someone like Vance come around to the former president might convince the millions of Trump skeptics out there to follow his lead.

Tom Nichols: The moral collapse of J. D. Vance

The most charitable interpretation of Vance's switch is that he came away impressed with Trump's first term. But some Republicans I spoke with acknowledged the pragmatic politics of the situation. Tiffany Folk, an election commissioner in Seneca County, New York, and an alternate delegate, told me she believes that Vance "absolutely" detected the political winds shifting toward MAGA. "I think he saw something in Trump that we all at some point in our lives see in Trump," Folk said. "When you really see our party, there's no other option right now," she said.

Vance has looked elated all week. On Monday afternoon, not long after he became a made man, Vance waded through a mob of delegates on the convention floor, shaking hands and smiling ear-to-ear. Some delegates had hastily scribbled VANCE below Trump's name on their white campaign signs. The attention he drew seemed to grow by the hour. On Tuesday, I saw Vance hustling through the Fiserv Forum's 100-level corridors flanked by about 20 Secret Service agents, plus officers in full tactical gear. A few dozen Vance fans waited outside the satellite Newsmax studio where the potential VP was doing a midday interview. When Vance emerged, they called out to him like he was a Beatle: J. D! J. D.! He waved and nodded, then darted down the hall, surrounded by his entourage, a permanent grin on his face.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2024/07/jd-vance-republican-convention/679071/?utm_source=feed



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Celine Dion May Never Perform Again

In a new documentary, the singer talks about her autoimmune disease and her love for singing.

by Caitlin Dickerson




Early in the documentary I Am: Celine Dion, you see a cellphone video of Dion lying on her side on the floor of a hotel room, moaning softly. She seems to want to speak but can't get out any words. Her body is stiff, her position unnatural. In the background, you can hear a man calling the concierge and asking for "the fire department, please, and a rescue unit." Another man tells Dion to push into his hand if she's in pain, but it's unclear if she can hear him. The scene would be difficult to watch even if its subject weren't one of the most famous musicians in the world.

Soon after, the film cuts to archival footage of Dion onstage in Las Vegas, in a bedazzled gold jacket, belting her first No. 1 hit in the United States, "The Power of Love." She winks at the camera, rocks to the beat, and pumps her arms, looking completely in her element. Her love of performing seems innate--the same delight shines in her eyes in clips of her as a teenager, learning English and launching her career in Quebec, and in later decades, as her star rose. The Las Vegas scene reminds us not only how much we're missing Dion during her hiatus from performing, but also how much she is missing us.

The documentary was filmed over several years as a team of caregivers have worked to address Dion's rare illness: stiff-person syndrome, an autoimmune disease that affects just one or two out of every 1 million people and is not well understood. Large parts of the body go rigid during spastic episodes. Many people with the condition develop anxiety and agoraphobia. Dion says that her lungs are fine, but everything outside them is rigid, which makes singing impossible. A few moments of creative editing are overly stylized, which is a shame because her condition needs no dramatization. It is degenerative and can be fatal.

Read: The early internet, explained by one weird Celine Dion fan site

She reveals in the film that she's been ill for 17 years. She developed tricks to distract audiences when she felt her vocal cords spasm in the middle of a concert--pointing the microphone toward the crowd so they would sing for her, or tapping on it to make it seem like there was a problem with the audio system and not her voice. She canceled shows, feigning ear and sinus infections, and took valium daily. She pretended for as long as she could, which seems so exhausting that you have to wonder if it made her condition worse. She is 56 now. In the documentary, she doesn't talk about wanting to be well; she talks about wanting to sing.


(Amazon MGM Studios)



Dion shares nothing in common with young performers who lament how hard it is to be famous; she seems to live for her fans. They "give me lots of energy--lots and lots," she says in an early interview in French. "Being onstage is the gift of show business." She is the rare superstar who you feel somehow deserves her international fame and the wealth it has given her. Good for her, I thought as I watched her tour a warehouse full of designer gowns she has worn to major events, and walk through the Vegas compound where she lives, surrounded by enormous paintings, sculptures, Louis Vuitton trunks, and antique furniture that looks like it came from Versailles. Her twin tween sons are endearing too: One takes a break from playing in a decked-out video-game room to listen attentively when she comes in for a visit, proffering a degree of eye contact that I've never witnessed in a 13-year-old. Later, one of the twins jumps out of his seat to thank a butler who hands him a milkshake from a tray.

Okay, that last one was pushing it. But these are children whose father died when they were 5 and whose mother may well be dying now. And Dion was in no way destined for a life of abundance. She was the youngest of 14 children, all of whom, she says, smiled sweetly and pretended to like the carrot pie that their mother once made them for dinner because it was all they could afford.

From the first time she took the stage, as a 5-year-old performing at a family wedding, Dion was a star. She shot anxious looks at the guitarist behind her whenever he missed a note, because she--we are meant to understand--would never miss a note. That night, her mother gave her the advice that she would channel into her illness: If something goes wrong in a performance, pretend that everything is fine and keep going. At the age of 12, Dion was discovered by a manager, Rene Angelil, whom she later married. She began recording albums in English and French, eventually going multiplatinum in both. Most Americans knew her voice before her name because she sang the theme to Disney's Beauty and the Beast, released in 1991. But soon her name was everywhere.

To be clear, I'm nowhere near Dion's biggest fan. I missed her first major album in the U.S., The Colour of My Love, on account of being 4 when it came out. But her next, Falling Into You, had me on my knees when I was 6, belting in my best friend's bedroom about nights when the wind was so cold that my body froze in bed, and days when the sun was so cruel that all the tears turned to dust and I just knew my eyes were dryin' up forever. We couldn't wait for scenes like this to play out in our own lives, and though--it turns out--they weren't terribly realistic, Dion's heartful crooning about fairy-tale love connected with people of every age, perhaps especially those who were old enough to know better.

My real appreciation for Dion grew in 2018, when I saw her perform in Vegas. I had agreed to attend with some friends, expecting a silly night of singing along to her hits like I was a kid again. It was the best live performance I had ever seen. Her singing was stunning, of course. She ad-libbed frequently, taking pleasure in showing off her range, and her voice was warm and supple. But she was also funny. Very funny. She broke into stand-up between songs and showed no desire to be perceived as cool, hunching over to maximize the range of her hip thrusts while strumming an air guitar. She told stories that drew gasps, like that she'd originally refused to sing "My Heart Will Go On"--she didn't feel like doing another movie theme song--until Angelil persuaded her to record a demo track so that he could sell it to another artist. The demo was so good that she never had to record it again, and he never had to shop it around to other artists; it's the version we know.

That night, Dion didn't even have to mention her late husband--or their love story, which still makes me, along with many of her fans, a bit uncomfortable because of how young she was when they met--for us to know when she was singing about him, maybe even to him. She cried, and so did we.

Read: Celine Dion saved the Billboard Music Awards

Since canceling a Vegas residency in 2021, Dion has mostly been isolated in her home, trying to get better. "If I can't run, I'll walk. If I can't walk, I'll crawl," she says in the documentary. The skin on her face now hangs forward and down, as if she's exhausted by the power and duration of her own grief. Describing what this hiatus has been like, she performs her sadness almost too perfectly, because she's Celine.

The documentary captures the first time in years that she had managed to record anything that even vaguely resembles her former self, the song "Love Again," for a rom-com by the same name that came out in 2023. But her emotions trigger another spasm. Tightness in her big toe spreads to her ankle. Her therapist gets her to lie down, and soon her whole body is seizing. Her face darkens and contorts, and her upper lip twitches. The team treating her discusses when to call 911. But she comes to after being given valium and benzodiazepine, ashamed of having lost control. To cheer her up, her therapist plays one of her favorite songs--"Who I Am," by Wyn Starks. She responds with the glee of a child who's been handed a chocolate bar, mouthing the words and punching the air, pretending she's onstage again.

The way the documentary was advertised suggested that it was going to be a more typical, will-she-or-won't-she-make-it countdown to Dion's big comeback, and I went in expecting it to end with the announcement of another residency or tour. But the film makes clear that she is nowhere near being able to hold a concert. She seems to nap for most of the day and says that just walking is painful. Her spasms are triggered by strong emotions, but they also happen at random. By the end, I didn't care if Celine Dion would ever be able to perform again; I just hoped she would live. But I also understood that, for her, there is no difference.
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The MAGA Plan to End Free Weather Reports

Project 2025 would all but dissolve the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

by Zoe Schlanger




In the United States, as in most other countries, weather forecasts are a freely accessible government amenity. The National Weather Service issues alerts and predictions, warning of hurricanes and excessive heat and rainfall, all at the total cost to American taxpayers of roughly $4 per person per year. Anyone with a TV, smartphone, radio, or newspaper can know what tomorrow's weather will look like, whether a hurricane is heading toward their town, or if a drought has been forecast for the next season. Even if they get that news from a privately owned app or TV station, much of the underlying weather data are courtesy of meteorologists working for the federal government.

Charging for popular services that were previously free isn't generally a winning political strategy. But hard-right policy makers appear poised to try to do just that should Republicans gain power in the next term. Project 2025--a nearly 900-page book of policy proposals published by the conservative think tank the Heritage Foundation--states that an incoming administration should all but dissolve the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, under which the National Weather Service operates. Donald Trump has attempted to distance himself from Project 2025, but given that it was largely written by veterans of his first administration, the document is widely seen as a blueprint for a second Trump term.

NOAA "should be dismantled and many of its functions eliminated, sent to other agencies, privatized, or placed under the control of states and territories," Project 2025 reads. The proposals roughly amount to two main avenues of attack. First, it suggests that the NWS should eliminate its public-facing forecasts, focus on data gathering, and otherwise "fully commercialize its forecasting operations," which the authors of the plan imply will improve, not limit, forecasts for all Americans. Then, NOAA's scientific-research arm, which studies things such as Arctic-ice dynamics and how greenhouse gases behave (and which the document calls "the source of much of NOAA's climate alarmism"), should be aggressively shrunk. "The preponderance of its climate-change research should be disbanded," the document says. It further notes that scientific agencies such as NOAA are "vulnerable to obstructionism of an Administration's aims," so appointees should be screened to ensure that their views are "wholly in sync" with the president's.

The U.S. is, without question, experiencing a summer of brutal weather. In just the past week, a record-breaking hurricane brought major flooding and power outages to Texas amid an extreme-heat advisory. More than a dozen tornadoes ripped through multiple states. Catastrophic flash flooding barreled through wildfire burn scars in New Mexico. Large parts of the West roasted in life-threatening temperatures. Facing any of this without the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration would be mayhem. And future years are likely to be worse.

Read: Hurricane Beryl is a terrifying omen

The NWS serves as a crucial point of contact in a weather crisis, alerting the public when forecasts turn dangerous and advising emergency managers on the best plan of action. So far in 2024, the NWS has issued some 13,000 severe-thunderstorm warnings, 2,000 tornado warnings, and 1,800 flash-flood warnings, plus almost 3,000 river-flood warnings, according to JoAnn Becker, a meteorologist and the president of the union that represents NWS employees.

NOAA is also home to the National Hurricane Center, which tracks storms, and the Office of Marine and Aviation Operations, whose pilots fly "hurricane hunter" planes directly into cyclones to measure their wind speed and hone the agency's predictions. NOAA even predicts space weather. Just this past May, it forecast a severe geomagnetic storm with the potential to threaten power grids and satellites. (The most consequential outages never came to pass, but the solar storm did throw off farmers' GPS-guided tractors for a while.)

Privatizing the weather is not a new conservative aim. Nearly two decades ago, when the National Weather Service updated its website to be more user-friendly, Barry Myers, then executive vice president of AccuWeather, complained to the press that "we work very hard every day competing with other companies, and we also have to compete with the government." In 2005, after meeting with a representative from AccuWeather, then-Senator Rick Santorum introduced a bill calling for the NWS to cease competition with the private sector, and reserve its forecasts for commercial providers. The bill never made it out of committee. But in 2017, Trump picked Myers to lead NOAA. (Myers withdrew his nomination after waiting two years for Senate confirmation.)

Funding for many of NOAA's programs could plummet in 2025, and the agency already suffers from occasional telecommunications breakdowns, including a recent alert-system outage amid flooding in the Midwest. It is also subject to political pressures: In 2019, the agency backed then-President Trump's false claim (accompanied by a seemingly Sharpie-altered map) that Hurricane Dorian was headed for Alabama. Private companies might be better funded and, theoretically, less subject to political whims. They can also use supercomputing power to hone NOAA's data into hyperlocal predictions, perhaps for an area as small as a football stadium. Some, including AccuWeather, use their own proprietary algorithms to interpret NWS data and produce forecasts that they claim have superior accuracy. (Remember, though: Without NWS data, none of this would happen.)

Read: NOAA politicized the weather report

But this is not the vision that Project 2025 lays out. It proposes a dramatically defunded NOAA whose husk is nonetheless hyper-responsive to the administration's politics. And commercializing the agency's underlying data risks creating a system of tiered services. One could imagine a future where private outfits charge subscriptions for their weather reports, and only some municipalities are able to pay for the best forecasts. Private companies are also subject to commercial conflicts of interest; do we want flood-risk predictions sponsored by a flood-insurance company, or heat advisories from an air-conditioning conglomerate?

The NWS also has perks that a private system would be hard-pressed to replicate, including a partnership with the World Meteorological Organization, which allows the U.S. access to a suite of other countries' weather models. International collaboration proved crucial in 2012, when Hurricane Sandy was still churning in the Atlantic Ocean. Initially, the American model predicted, incorrectly, that the storm would turn away from the East Coast. But the European model accurately forecast a collision course, which bought emergency managers in the U.S. crucial time to prepare before Sandy made ferocious landfall in New Jersey.

Violent storms like Sandy make clear that America's national security is only as strong as our ability to accurately predict the weather, especially as natural disasters and extreme weather rise in our warming climate. In fact, NOAA's existence is one of the reasons we know that the climate really is warming. The agency is home to one of the most significant repositories of climate data on Earth, which includes information on shifting atmospheric conditions and the health of coastal fisheries, plus hundreds of thousands of years' worth of ice-core and tree-ring data. Scientists around the globe use all of this information. Its collection is proof of human-induced global warming. It's fitting, then, that the agency would be a target of hard-right activists and the Heritage Foundation, which has received fossil-fuel funding.

Democrats have seized on Project 2025 as an anti-Trump talking point. The Democratic National Convention is running ads urging voters to simply "Google it," presumably in the hopes that voters will be alarmed by proposals to eliminate the Department of Education and limit access to emergency contraceptives. But Project 2025's robust sections on how the next administration could whittle away climate-change research have also caught the attention of lawmakers. "Every non-billionaire American should dread this plan," Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, who has been raising alarms about NOAA's fate since Trump first took office, told me in an email.

Read: The open plot to dismantle the federal government

The politicization of the weather exasperates JoAnn Becker. Most of her colleagues in meteorology, she said, are living their childhood dreams, which have nothing to do with politics. In 1976, when Becker was a little girl, Typhoon Pamela left much of her native Guam without power for months, and reshaped her life. She wanted to be part of a team that gave people a chance to prepare for something like that. "We're not pushing an agenda. We're looking objectively at the changes in our climate overall," Becker said.

The solution to weather-related polarization, though, is not to eliminate the means by which the United States understands the climate. An ever-growing number of American lives now depend on the country's ability to respond quickly to weather emergencies. Eliminating or privatizing climate information won't eliminate the effects of climate change. It will only make them more deadly.
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Biden Has Failed to Halt the Revolt

Congressional Democrats want a new nominee.

by Russell Berman




President Joe Biden has spent the past three weeks desperately trying to convince Democrats that he's still got what it takes to win reelection. He's campaigned more vigorously than he has in years, holding rallies, sitting for televised interviews, conducting an hour-long press conference, and pleading his case directly to members of Congress in phone calls and Zoom meetings.

It's not working.

Opposition to his candidacy is mounting as lawmakers see more and more polls showing Donald Trump ahead in swing states and tied or leading in states that Biden won comfortably in 2020. A majority of Democrats in the House and the Senate now believe that the party should nominate someone else, Representative Seth Moulton of Massachusetts told me--an assessment that two other Democrats offered to me separately on the condition of anonymity. Several people told me that their doubts about Biden's viability had only deepened in the weeks since the debate. And that was before the White House announced earlier this evening that the president had tested positive for COVID-19.

David Frum: Biden's heartbreaking press conference

Moulton is one of 21 congressional Democrats--20 in the House and one in the Senate--who have publicly called on Biden to end his campaign following his dismal debate performance last month. "I haven't seen anything from him or the campaign thus far that suggests they're turning this around," Moulton told me yesterday.

The attempted assassination of Trump on Saturday prompted some Democrats to hold off on coming out against Biden, multiple lawmakers and aides told me this week. But today, Representative Adam Schiff of California, a long-serving House Democrat running for the Senate, became the party's most prominent elected official to call for Biden's exit. Jonathan Karl of ABC News also reported that Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer told the president in a private conversation on Saturday that it would be better for the country if Biden abandoned his reelection bid. (A Schumer spokesperson dismissed the report as "idle speculation.")

"The trends are still bleak, and getting bleaker," Representative Mike Quigley, an Illinois Democrat who was one of the first to seek Biden's withdrawal, told me. "Almost two-thirds of Americans think he lacks the acuity to do this, and there's almost nothing he can do to change their minds. It just looks like he's trying very hard, which is hard to watch."

These Democrats are running out of time, and they have no clear plan to replace Biden, who has insisted that he won't drop out unless "the Lord Almighty" tells him to. They secured a minor victory today when the Democratic National Convention agreed to hold its "virtual roll call" to nominate Biden no earlier than August 1. Those in the replace-Biden camp insist, however, that he shouldn't be nominated until the party's convention, which begins on August 19.

The DNC had initially announced plans to nominate Biden before the convention as a way of ensuring that he would appear on the ballot in Ohio, which had an early ballot deadline. In May, the state's legislature pushed back the deadline, but the DNC is sticking with its plan, angering many Democrats.

"That is perilous," Representative Gerry Connolly of Virginia, a Democrat who has not called for Biden to step aside, told me today. Such a move to cut off debate over Biden's candidacy, he said, "would further depress enthusiasm and energy in the party, which we can ill afford right now." (The DNC says that Republicans could challenge Biden's place on the ballot if the party doesn't nominate him early.)

Connolly said that he had been planning to sign a widely circulated letter protesting the DNC's plans, until Schumer and House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries intervened to broker a temporary compromise with the DNC. The two leaders agreed "that an expedited timeline for the virtual roll call would not be prudent," according to a person familiar with their conversation, who described their call on the condition of anonymity.

Biden still has his share of supporters. His strongest post-debate backing has come from left-leaning lawmakers with whom he has occasionally sparred as president. Progressives such as Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont and Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York are standing by him, as are many members of the Congressional Black Caucus.

"For me, there's no debate," Representative Haley Stevens of Michigan told me today, arguing that Biden remains the Democrat with the best chance to win. She warned about the risk of switching candidates after so much money has been spent to build a campaign around Biden in Michigan and other key states. "What does that look like? How do we operationally re-create a new campaign?" she asked. "Sometimes it looks too good. It looks too easy. Sometimes it looks like the grass is always greener on the other side."

Stevens said that Biden has won back some of her Democratic constituents with his campaign stops in recent weeks. Several voters who had called immediately after the debate to express their doubts about Biden, Stevens said, had since called back with a different message: I am sorry that I got so nervous and negative. I really appreciate your positivity.

Tyler Austin Harper: Believe your own eyes

The elected Democrats who want Biden to drop out describe no such conversions. Still, many remain torn about what to do. Their pressure campaign has yet to move the president, and some lawmakers worry that the criticism he's received from Democrats will ultimately hurt the party. "I'm not going to, at least at this juncture, create clips for the Republicans to use in the fall," one House Democrat, who wants Biden out but has yet to go public, told me.

For some, the choice is personal, even wrenching. Biden gave Connolly, who is now 74 and serving his eighth House term, his first job on Capitol Hill. Connolly worked for Biden on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee for a decade, writing speeches, drafting bills, shuttling with him between Delaware and Washington. "I'm not going to take a 45-year relationship and treat it like it doesn't matter. It does matter," Connolly told me, explaining why, despite his doubts about Biden's chances, he would not call for him to step aside.

"There are a lot of people, including me, that are worried for him," he said. "You're asking somebody who's clearly experiencing the fallout from aging to undertake a very rigorous assignment that has taken a toll on much younger, more robust individuals who preceded him."

Biden had hoped that the debate over his viability would be over by now. Early last week, momentum within the party seemed to be swinging in his favor, only for former Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi to restart the conversation by suggesting that Biden's decision to stay in the race was not final, despite his claims to the contrary. Then the shooting of Trump quieted the fervor again. But it is now rising once more. I asked Connolly whether he thought Biden would wind up the party's nominee after all. "I believe," he replied, "that question has not been resolved."
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        A Century Ago, the Paris 1924 Summer Olympics
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            A hundred years ago, more than 3,000 athletes from 44 nations gathered in France for the Paris 1924 Summer Olympic Games (compared with 2024, when more than 10,000 athletes are expected from 206 nations). In 1924, competition took place in 126 events across 23 disciplines, at 17 Olympic venues in and around the city. Gathered below are images of the many events, athletes, and spectators at the 1924 Summer Olympics.


To receive an email notification every time new photo stories are published, sign up here.


        

        

        
        



    
 
    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: A team of 11 gymnasts pose in varying difficult stances, forming a symmetric scene.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Original caption from July 9, 1924: "Rocquencourt, France--The American Olympic candidates are taking more honors than hoped. Every man is right up to the minute physically, due to the rigorous training. Photo shows the American gymnasts during practice stunts at their Rocquencourt headquarters near here."
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                [image: An aerial view of a stadium, showing many people lining up to get in and watch an ongoing soccer match]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                An aerial view of Colombes Olympic Stadium, situated along the Seine river near Paris, as spectators file in to watch the football final during the 1924 Olympic Games
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                [image: Athletes march in a parade around the track inside a stadium, watched by a large crowd of spectators in the stands.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A general view of the Opening Ceremony of the Summer Olympics at Colombes Stadium on July 5, 1924
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                [image: Dignitaries sit in the stands of a stadium during an opening ceremony.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Edward, Prince of Wales (center), and Gaston Doumergue, president of France (right), attend the Opening Ceremony of the Summer Olympics in July 1924.
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                [image: Athletes in dress uniforms stand in rows inside a stadium.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The women of Team Great Britain, seen at the Opening Ceremony of the 1924 Olympic Games
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                [image: A person stands at a podium draped with an Olympic flag, addressing an audience, while surrounded by men wearing suits, and rows of athletes.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Count Justinien Clary, president of the French Olympic Committee, speaks during the Opening Ceremony.
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                The Indian delegation prepares to march into the Olympic Stadium during the Opening Ceremony.
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                [image: Runners kneel at a starting line, preparing to start a 100 meter race.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Runners ready themselves at the start of a 100-meter-flat qualifying heat on July 6, 1924. Note the ropes separating the lanes, and the divots dug into the track to help them push off.
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                [image: Several runners pass by during a cross-country race.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The Finnish athlete Paavo Nurmi runs ahead of the pack, leading the men's individual cross-country event at the Summer Olympics, around the Colombes suburb of Paris, on July 12, 1924. To the left of the frame, a photographer records the race (having just passed the Rue Paul Bert), with spectators standing behind a stone wall in the background. Nurmi won gold in the event.
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                [image: A goalkeeper approaches a ball as other soccer players rush toward him.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The Netherlands goalkeeper Gejus van der Meulen interrupts an attack by a player from Team Uruguay on June 6, 1924, during the Olympic Games in Paris.
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                [image: A tennis player runs while swinging her racket during a match.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Helen Wills of the United States plays during the doubles tennis match featuring Wills and partner Hazel Wightman against the British duo Phyllis Covell and Kathleen McKane. Wills and Wightman won the gold.
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                [image: A weightlifter holds an old-fashioned barbell over his head.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                France's Maurice Martin, fourth in the featherweight weightlifting event, lifts during the 1924 Olympic Games.
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                [image: Runners lean and stretch as they cross a finish line.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Britain's Harold Abrahams wins the 100-meter-flat final, ahead of Jackson Scholz of the United States and Arthur Porritt of New Zealand, at the 1924 Olympic Games.
                #
            

            
                
                
                Archives CNOSF / AFP / Getty
                
            

        

        
        
        
    


    
    	
        
        
        
            
            
            
        
    

    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: Several people use early radio equipment set up inside a race track in a stadium.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Original caption from Paris, July 1924: "This photo shows the radio station at the Colombes Stadium, by means of which spectators were able to follow the progress of the (Olympic) marathon race. Scouts along the route reported to this station by telephone, and a series of amplifiers carried the information to the thousands in the stands."
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                [image: A gymnast is seen in mid-air, leaping over a bar toward a vaulting horse apparatus.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                France's Albert Seguin performs a vault on the field inside Colombes Olympic Stadium on July 17, 1924. The format of the vault event at these Olympics differs from modern vaults--competitors ran and jumped from a small springboard, leaping over a bar, landing on their hands, and swinging their legs forward to land on the ground.
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                [image: People help hold up three tandem bicycles and riders on a track as they prepare for a race.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Teams prepare at the start of the tandem-cycling final at La Cipale Municipal Velodrome on July 26, 1924.
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                [image: Rows of rifle shooters take aim inside a shooting gallery.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Rows of competitors take aim during an Olympic shooting event in Reims on June 23, 1924.
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                [image: Eight rowers and a coxswain sit in a racing shell, floating in a broad river.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Team Great Britain, seen during a men's eights rowing event on the Seine in Paris
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                [image: An athlete, photographed in mid-air, during a running long jump.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                DeHart Hubbard of the United States wins the  running long jump with a distance of 24 feet 6 inches, becoming the first African American to win an individual Olympic gold medal.
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                [image: A group photo of a couple of dozen photographers in 1924, seen inside a sports stadium.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The official photographers covering the events at the Paris Games pose inside Colombes Olympic Stadium in July 1924.
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                [image: An athlete seen at the top of a pole-vault attempt]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The American Lee Barnes competes in the pole-vault final.
                #
            

            
                
                
                Archives CNOSF / AFP / Getty
                
            

        

        
        
        
    


    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: Two exhausted runners pass by on a track, in front of a large crowd.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Ville Ritola of Finland runs toward a gold-medal finish in the 10,000-meter event, with Edvin Wide of Sweden in second place, on the track in Colombes Stadium on July 6, 1924.
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                [image: Three athletes in swimsuits sit together on concrete.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The American swimmers Ruth Thomas, Helen Wainwright, and Martha Norelius, photographed during an event in Paris, 1924
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                [image: Swimmers dive in at the start of a race, watched by a large crowd.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Swimmers dive in at the start of the first heat of the 4x200m relay semifinals in the Tourelles water-sports stadium on July 18, 1924.
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                [image: A person makes a high dive into a pool in an aquatics stadium filled with many spectators.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The American Caroline Smith wins the 10-meter-high diving competition at the Tourelles water-sports stadium.
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                [image: A diver stretches out in mid-air during a high dive.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Elizabeth Becker, from the United States, dives during the 1924 Games.
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                [image: Many cheering spectators in the stands of a stadium]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                An energized crowd cheers for Olympic competitors inside the Tourelles water-sports stadium on July 15, 1924.
                #
            

            
                
                
                Archives CNOSF / AFP / Getty
                
            

        

        
        
        
    


    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: Two swimmers shake hands beside a swimming pool.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Olympic swimmers from Team USA, Johnny Weissmuller and Duke Kahanamoku, shake hands during the competition at the 1924 Paris Olympics.
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                [image: A crowd watches a water polo match.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Greece meets Czechoslovakia in a water-polo qualifier at the Tourelles water-sports stadium.
                #
            

            
                
                
                Archives CNOSF / AFP / Getty
                
            

        

        
        
        
    


    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: A small pack of marathon runners, running on a tree-lined road.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Olympic marathon runners pass by on the road to Cormeilles in July 1924.
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                [image: A tennis player reaches out to swing their racket and hit a ball during a match.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The Frenchman Rene Lacoste takes on Vincent Richards, an American, in the men's singles quarterfinal on July 17, 1924.
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  We want to hear what you think about this article. Submit a letter to the editor or write to letters@theatlantic.com.
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The Search for Alien Life Starts on Earth

But the places that could most help scientists find it are melting away.

by Marina Koren




Antarctica is home to some of the most alien places on Earth. No trees interrupt the horizon. The landscape, all sharp edges, seems to go on forever until it drops off dramatically into the frigid sea. Everything is quiet, save for the crackle of ice and gusts of wind, and unbearably cold.

John Priscu, a microbial ecologist at Montana State University, has visited Antarctica 40 times for research since the mid-1980s. When he first made the trip, scientists weren't as worried about climate change as they are now. But these days, Priscu can feel the planet changing beneath his feet. The snow has become noticeably mushier, and driving equipment-laden tractors across the landscape feels like slogging through thick mud. Drills meant to probe icy depths instead get stuck in the slush.

For scientists like Priscu, the effects of a warming world reach far beyond our suffering planet. In Antarctica, the Arctic, and lower latitudes around the world, scientists use extreme environments to test ideas and techniques for ambitious space missions. Such places, known as analog sites, resemble environments on Mars and certain moons of Jupiter and Saturn--celestial bodies where microbial life may have once arisen, or may even be alive right now. Knowledge about the little organisms living in these strange places on Earth gets funneled into efforts to detect alien life elsewhere in the solar system.

If humans ever find evidence of extraterrestrial life, it will most likely be tiny and quiet, not a radio transmission from a distant civilization but perhaps a string of amino acids arranged in a familiar way in a chunk of ice. Humankind's space-exploration talents are the sharpest and cleverest they've ever been; we have managed, from afar, to fly a helicopter in the Martian sky, sidle up to moons of Jupiter, and change the orbit of an asteroid. There's never been a better time to find proof, once and for all, that life managed to spark somewhere other than on this planet. But climate change is melting away the rare places on Earth that could help astronomers make that historic discovery.

Read: There's hope for life on Europa, a distant moon

Scientists did not seriously consider the possibility that life could survive on inhospitable alien worlds until they found ecosystems thriving without sunlight or significant oxygen right here on Earth. In the mid-20th century, they detected microbes within the rock of Antarctica's dry valleys. In 1977, marine creatures were discovered around hydrothermal vents deep in the Pacific Ocean. Priscu has sampled several subglacial lakes in Antarctica, drilling through the ice to reach secret realms of life that have been swirling in peace for millions of years.

Similar communities may exist in oceans beneath the icy exteriors of Europa, a moon of Jupiter, and Enceladus, a moon of Saturn. Antarctic lakes provide necessary practice for missions to sample those oceans. But Antarctica is losing ice rapidly. If the glaciers that cover Priscu's lakes vanish--an ever-likelier possibility in a warming world--the once-hidden water could freeze solid. "We need to get into these deep subglacial lakes in Antarctica while we still have them," Priscu told me. "If we can't develop the tools and the ability to drill through two miles of ice in Antarctica and sample an environment for life, we shouldn't be spending billions of dollars putting a lander on Europa."

Astronomers are intent on exploring Europa, in part because its surface is crisscrossed with reddish streaks that suggest the presence of sulfur, which is essential to life as we know it. In fact, Europa looks remarkably similar to Borup Fiord Pass, a site in the Canadian High Arctic where a natural spring spills out onto the ice, carrying sulfur from beneath a glacier. The spring is the only one of its kind on Earth, and NASA has relied on data gathered there to design a mission to Europa, scheduled to launch later this year. A century ago, Borup Fiord Pass likely had dozens of such sulfur springs, John Spear, a professor at the Colorado School of Mines who has conducted research at the site, told me. Now there's just the one.

Read: Scientists are very worried about NASA's Mars plan

Scientists could re-create some alien conditions in the lab, but many of them would make for a poor substitute. The sulfur-loving bacteria at Borup Fiord Pass, for example, produce an unpredictable assortment of compounds that's difficult to mimic artificially. "There are so many possibilities and random things that happen in microbiology and geochemistry," Spear said. "We can't duplicate that in a synthetic environment."

In Greenland, melting has made researchers question whether they're getting the best results. The ice sheet there is regarded as one of the best analog sites for Enceladus, Michael Malaska, a planetary scientist at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory, told me. Enceladus sprays icy particles into space through cracks in its surface, and some of the material lands back on the moon's surface and eventually stacks up. Malaska and his colleagues practice searching for life there by shooting lasers into the Greenland ice and looking for the telltale glow of amino acids in complex organic molecules. It's a proof of concept for similar instruments on a potential mission to Enceladus. Surface temperatures on that moon are astoundingly cold--about -330 degrees Fahrenheit--so Malaska needs his analog sites to be as chilly as possible. Warmer conditions can reorganize any organic material in the snow, hindering Malaska's efforts to interpret his results.

Even in warmer environments, fading ice has been a blow to astrobiologists. Pascal Lee, a planetary scientist at the SETI Institute, laments the loss of analog sites in volcanic caves in Hawaii. As on Earth, flowing lava on Mars carved out empty underground caverns. Steam from volcanic eruptions could eventually have settled there and accumulated into ice as conditions grew colder. Some scientists think that Martian life may have migrated to these caves after the red planet's oceans evaporated into space. Lee describes Earthly look-alikes of these spots as the "holy grail" in the search for life on Mars. Lee said that a few remain in Iceland, but in Hawaii, the air that flows into the analog caves from the surface is now so warm that nearly all of them are ice-free.

Read: The search for alien life begins in Earth's oldest desert

Lee has faced different challenges at his field sites in the Arctic. About 15 years ago, he and his team drove across the sea ice of the Northwest Passage in winter, sampling the snow as they went to study how human-designed missions might contaminate promising sites in space. Their truck almost went through the ice then, and the landscape is now so slushy that Lee says he wouldn't try to repeat the expedition, even in the heart of winter. "Climate change has essentially rendered this kind of study really dangerous," he told me. In Canada's British Columbia, longer and more intense fire seasons have created problems for Darlene Lim, a research scientist at NASA. Even a distant wildfire can affect air quality enough to prevent Lim from bringing her teams to Pavilion Lake, home to a microbial community thought to resemble some of Earth's earliest life-forms. "Every time I have the privilege of going into one of these environments, I have to do a bang-up job," Lim told me. "I have to make sure that I optimize my trip to get all the data I could possibly get," because she doesn't know if smoke or other hazards could someday keep her from coming back.

Analog sites don't only inform mission designs and the interpretation of data from space. They also expand scientists' imagination for what kinds of extraterrestrial life are possible. In 2017, researchers dropped a camera-carrying robot into a hole in a floating glacier in the Arctic and discovered a community of corals, worms, anemones, and other creatures, a metropolis hidden beneath the frozen landscape. Microbial ecologists hadn't seen anything quite like it before.

A few years later, nearly half of the ice sheet collapsed into the ocean, dragging the habitat away with it. How many more hidden worlds might be lost to our metamorphosing climate before we get the chance to understand them? The faster that extreme ecosystems disappear from our planet, the more limited astronomers' concept of life may be, raising the risk that we overlook a faraway spark somewhere else. No amount of sophisticated scientific instruments can make up for that.
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The Case for Calming Down

America's political-violence problem is overblown.

by Graeme Wood




It took several hours to identify the corpse of the man who shot Donald Trump's ear last weekend and murdered a firefighter in the crowd behind him. During those hours, the fate of the presidential race and perhaps also the world depended on what investigators found. Iran had promised reprisal for Trump's 2020 assassination of Qassem Soleimani and, according to CNN, had recently redoubled its efforts. If the name of the assassin had come back as distinctively Persian, the United States and Iran might be at war right now. If the assassin turned out to be an antifa agitator, or even just an outspoken Biden-Harris fan, I would worry about Trump fans eager to repay blood with blood.

None of this happened. In fact, the motive and politics of the assassin--a 20-year-old from Bethel Park, Pennsylvania--turned out to be a bit of a riddle. Reports suggest that he was not fanatical about anything. He registered to vote as a Republican. He once gave money through ActBlue, a liberal fundraising site. A professional pollster would have tagged him as a potential "undecided" voter, if he hadn't just tried to kill one of the candidates. He sounds like a sad, friendless type, a victim of bullies. Maybe his was a case of suicide-by-Secret Service.

If so, that would complicate the claim that the shooting shows we have entered a new age of political violence. There is, granted, some reason to fear that we have. My colleagues David A. Graham and Adrienne LaFrance suggested as much this week, and David Frum wrote that violence has "stained every page of American political history." The January 6 riot, which included acts of political violence endorsed by Trump himself, are strong evidence in their favor, as was the murder of Heather Heyer at a political rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, in 2017. Even one punch thrown in a political brawl, to say nothing of a life taken, is cause for alarm and condemnation.

From the April 2023 issue: The new anarchy

I must be this magazine's house optimist, because even after the weekend's attempted murder, I remain mostly sanguine. When I read the pages of our recent political history, I am impressed at how lightly blood-spattered they have been. This optimism is a comfy posture, and I recommend it, because it is the accurate reading of the statistics on political violence, and because pessimism is its own enemy, and has a way of encouraging the very doom that it predicts.

If words were deeds, the case that we're in a new era of political violence would be easy. "There is much, much more heightened rhetoric in the last 10 to 15 years," Thomas Zeitzoff, a political scientist at American University, told me this week. "It heightens the stakes, and now both Democrats and Republicans see 2024 as the existential election." A May 2024 CTC Sentinel report by Pete Simi and co-authors found that, from 2013 to 2022, federal cases of threats against public officials rose from 38 a year to 62.

Another colleague, Anne Applebaum, recently called this "the language of assassination." The language of assassination is still far preferable to actual assassination. In a podcast yesterday, Rachel Kleinfeld of the Carnegie Endowment noted that "America has very little violence right now. We have lots of threats." (She expressed grave concern that those threats would ripen into something much worse.) Measuring change in actual political violence is not simple, Zeitzoff told me. Assassinations are easy to track, but they are so rare that just one or two will show up as a huge jump in the data. Other violence is hard to classify with precision (sometimes politicians get punched for nonpolitical reasons), and the true count might be obscured because law enforcement varies in its success at busting criminal gangs before they strike. Judging from the Global Terrorism Database, political violence in the U.S. ticked upward slightly in 2020, the last full year on record. But the trend is hardly decisive.

As long as we are working from anecdotes, I come with some of my own. To spend any time at all covering politics overseas, as I have, is to notice that political violence in America, far from being ubiquitous, is extremely rare. My first reporting gigs were in Asia. In 1999, on my first day covering Cambodia, my editor sent me out to cover a political rally and told me that if someone threw a grenade toward the crowd, I should not try to outrun it, because I probably wouldn't have time. "Instead dive away," she said. "It might blow off your feet, but it won't kill you." In Bangladesh, I was advised to stay off the streets because one party had called a general strike, and if I defied it and drove into central Dhaka, its members would throw bricks at my car and set it on fire. These were normal news days, not exceptional ones. Not once have I attended an American political event where I thought I might have to choose between my life and my extremities.

Latin America is even worse, and in extreme cases the violence reaches levels where even a successful assassination is barely news. In the 2019 electoral season in Colombia, 364 candidates for elected office were physically attacked, and 91 of them were killed, according to one report. Other countries are milder, but in Mexico, political offices are firebombed, and in a bloody campaign in Brazil, then-future President Jair Bolsonaro was stabbed. As for gentle Europe: throughout the '60s and '70s, street violence and bombings were commonplace. Terrorists kidnapped and murdered a former Italian prime minister in 1978. Even now, violent street clashes happen in Berlin on a ritualized annual basis. (The upshot of these events is mostly fun and beer drinking and property damage, but see how much fun you have if you try to defend your property.) In 2016, the British parliamentarian Jo Cox was shot and stabbed to death by a white supremacist. Two months ago, the prime minister of Slovakia was shot five times by a man who disagreed with his politics.

I realize that "we aren't Colombia yet" is hardly reassuring. But it's not just the quantity of American violence. It's the quality. In many places, the violence is perpetrated by people closely tied to the movements in whose name they are killing. In the United States, the perpetrators are notable for their social isolation. The man who shot Democratic Representative Gabby Giffords in the face in 2011 was so disturbed, he was barely fit to stand trial. The left-wing activist who shot Republican Representative Steve Scalise was a violent screwball, unaffiliated with any extremist groups. The would-be assassin who shot Trump had social challenges too, and current reporting suggests that those challenges contributed to this crime as much as any political belief. (The best counterexample, where violence was perpetrated by those close to a mainstream group, is the aforementioned January 6 attack on the Capitol.)

Derek Thompson: Stop pretending you know how this will end

The data are not as tidy as one might like. "We are definitely missing a good database," Jacob Ware, who studies terrorism at the Council on Foreign Relations, told me. "The government should be tracking these numbers [of incidents of political violence], but doesn't have a uniform mechanism or even definition." Under these circumstances, one should hesitate to state with confidence that America is politically violent and getting worse.

I feel that it isn't and fear that it is. But I'm also wary of letting that fear guide me. When Trump stood up, in his now-famous bloodied pose, and yelled "Fight," he did so under what I assume was the reasonable belief that he had been shot by a political opponent who represented a movement--and that their attack was to be met with equal vigor. An unfounded belief that violence has become the coin of the realm of American politics has a way of convincing people that to engage in politics, one must be prepared to engage in combat. We should be cautious about accepting such beliefs, before the data force us to do so.
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The Cases Against Trump: A Guide

Thirty-four felony convictions. Charges of fraud, election subversion, and obstruction. One place to keep track of the presidential candidate's legal troubles.

by David A. Graham




Sign up for The Decision, a newsletter featuring our 2024 election coverage.


Donald Trump's luck in the courts has turned.

Trump became the first former president to be convicted of a felony when a jury in Manhattan found him guilty of 34 counts in May. That followed decisive and costly losses in civil cases: Trump was fined more than half a billion dollars when courts found that he had defamed the writer E. Jean Carroll and committed financial fraud in his business.

Since then, Trump has won a string of victories, and the three remaining criminal cases against him seem deeply bogged down. A Supreme Court decision on July 1 threw into limbo the federal case against him for attempting to subvert the 2020 election. The justices ruled that a president is immune from prosecution for any "official" actions, and found that some of the allegations concerned official actions.

Two weeks later, Trump won another big long-shot victory when Judge Aileen Cannon, a Trump appointee, dismissed charges against him for hoarding classified documents in his residence at Mar-a-Lago. She concluded that the appointment of Special Counsel Jack Smith, who brought the case for the Justice Department, was not constitutional. The decision has been appealed.

Meanwhile, criminal charges related to election subversion in Fulton County, Georgia, are indefinitely delayed amid litigation over whether Fani Willis, the prosecutor in that case, should be removed.

All of this means that Trump heads toward the election as a convicted felon and with three serious cases hanging over his head, but it also means that he is not likely to go on trial again before the election. That spares him time in court and deprives voters of a chance to know whether he committed many grave crimes. If Trump wins, many anticipate that he will direct the Justice Department to dismiss the federal charges against him.

Here's a summary of the major legal cases against Trump, including key dates, assessments of the gravity of the charges, and expectations about how they could turn out. This guide will be updated regularly as the cases proceed.

New York State: Fraud

In the fall of 2022, New York Attorney General Letitia James filed a civil suit against Trump, his adult sons, and his former aide Allen Weisselberg, alleging a years-long scheme in which Trump fraudulently reported the value of properties in order to either lower his tax bill or improve the terms of his loans, all with an eye toward inflating his net worth.

When?
 Justice Arthur Engoron ruled on February 16 that Trump must pay $355 million plus interest, the calculated size of his ill-gotten gains from fraud. The judge had previously ruled against Trump and his co-defendants in late September 2023, concluding that many of the defendants' claims were "clearly" fraudulent--so clearly that he didn't need a trial to hear them.

How grave was the allegation? 
 Fraud is fraud, and in this case, the sum of the fraud stretched into the hundreds of millions--but compared with some of the other legal matters in which Trump is embroiled, this is a little pedestrian. The case was also civil rather than criminal. But although the stakes are lower for the nation, they remain high for Trump: The size of the penalty appears to be larger than Trump can easily pay, and he also faces a three-year ban on operating his company.

What happens now?
 Trump has appealed the case. On March 25, the day he was supposed to post bond, an appeals court reduced the amount he must post from more than $464 million to $175 million. He must appeal by this summer.

Manhattan: Defamation and Sexual Assault

Although these other cases are all brought by government entities, Trump also faced a pair of defamation suits from the writer E. Jean Carroll, who said that Trump sexually assaulted her in a department-store dressing room in the 1990s. When he denied it, she sued him for defamation and later added a battery claim.

When? 
 In May 2023, a jury concluded that Trump had sexually assaulted and defamed Carroll, and awarded her $5 million. A second defamation case produced an $83.3 million judgment in January 2024.

How grave was the allegation? 
 Although these cases didn't directly connect to the same fundamental issues of rule of law and democratic governance that some of the criminal cases do, they were a serious matter, and a federal judge's blunt statement that Trump raped Carroll has gone underappreciated.

What happens now? 
 Trump has appealed both cases, and he posted bond for the $83.3 million in March. During the second trial, he also continued to insult Carroll, which may have courted additional defamation suits.

Manhattan: Hush Money

In March 2023, Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg became the first prosecutor to bring felony charges against Trump, alleging that the former president falsified business records as part of a scheme to pay hush money to women who said they'd had sexual relationships with Trump.

When?
 The trial began on April 15 and ended with a May 30 conviction. Sentencing is scheduled for September 18.

How grave was the allegation?
 Many people have analogized this case to Al Capone's conviction on tax evasion: It's not that he didn't deserve it, but it wasn't really why he was an infamous villain. Trump did deserve it, and he's now a convicted felon. Moreover, although the charges were about falsifying records, those records were falsified to keep information from the public as it voted in the 2016 election. It was among the first of Trump's many attacks on fair elections. (His two impeachments were also for efforts to undermine the electoral process.) If at times this case felt more minor compared with the election-subversion or classified-documents cases, it's because those other cases have set a grossly high standard for what constitutes gravity.

What happens now?
 The next major step is sentencing. That was originally scheduled for July, but it has been delayed until September 18 while a judge considers Trump's argument that the U.S. Supreme Court's immunity decision invalidates his conviction.

Department of Justice: Mar-a-Lago Documents

Special Counsel Jack Smith charged Trump with 37 felonies in connection with his removal of documents from the White House when he left office, but Judge Aileen Cannon has dismissed the case, finding that Smith's appointment was not constitutional. Smith has appealed. The charges included willful retention of national-security information, obstruction of justice, withholding of documents, and false statements. Trump took boxes of documents to properties, where they were stored haphazardly, but the indictment centered on his refusal to give them back to the government despite repeated requests.

David A. Graham: This indictment is different

When? 
 Smith filed charges in June 2023. On July 15, 2024, Cannon dismissed the charges. The timeline for any appeal is not yet clear. Smith faces a de facto deadline of January 20, 2025, at which point Trump, if reelected, would likely shut down a case.

How grave is the allegation? 
 These are, I have written, the stupidest crimes imaginable, but they are nevertheless very serious. Protecting the nation's secrets is one of the greatest responsibilities of any public official with classified clearance, and not only did Trump put these documents at risk, but he also (allegedly) refused to comply with a subpoena, tried to hide the documents, and lied to the government through his attorneys.

How plausible is a guilty verdict?
 That will depend on both the appeals court and the election. This once looked to be the most open-and-shut case: The facts and legal theory here are pretty straightforward. But Smith drew a short straw when he was randomly assigned Cannon, a Trump appointee who repeatedly ruled favorably for Trump and bogged the case down in endless pretrial arguments. Even before her dismissal of the case, some legal commentators accused her of "sabotaging" it.

Fulton County: Election Subversion

In Fulton County, Georgia, which includes most of Atlanta, District Attorney Fani Willis brought a huge racketeering case against Trump and 18 others, alleging a conspiracy that spread across weeks and states with the aim of stealing the 2020 election.

When? 
 Willis obtained the indictment in August 2023. The number of people charged makes the case unwieldy and difficult to track. Several of them, including Kenneth Chesebro, Sidney Powell, and Jenna Ellis, struck plea deals in the fall. Because a challenge to Willis's presence on the case isn't going to be heard until December, the case will not begin before the election.

How grave is the allegation? 
 More than any other case, this one attempts to reckon with the full breadth of the assault on democracy following the 2020 election.

How plausible is a guilty verdict? 
 Expert views differ. This is a huge case for a local prosecutor, even in a county as large as Fulton, to bring. The racketeering law allows Willis to sweep in a great deal of material, and she has some strong evidence--such as a call in which Trump asked Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger to "find" some 11,000 votes. Three major plea deals from co-defendants may also ease Willis's path, but getting a jury to convict Trump will still be a challenge. The case has also been hurt by the revelation of a romantic relationship between Willis and an attorney she hired as a special prosecutor. On March 15, Judge Scott McAfee declined to throw out the indictment, but he sharply castigated Willis.

Department of Justice: Election Subversion

Special Counsel Smith has also charged Trump with four federal felonies in connection with his attempt to remain in power after losing the 2020 election. This case is in court in Washington, D.C.

When? 
 A grand jury indicted Trump on August 1, 2023. The trial was originally scheduled for March but was frozen while the Supreme Court mulled whether the former president should be immune to prosecution. On July 1, 2024, the justices ruled that a president is immune from prosecution for official but not unofficial acts. They decided that some of Trump's post-election actions were official acts and sent the case back to the trial court to determine others. That likely means several more rounds of argument and appeal and all but ensures that the trial won't begin before the election. As with the other DOJ case, time is of the essence for Smith, because Trump, if reelected, could shut down a case upon taking office in January 2025.

David A. Graham: Trump attempted a brazen, dead-serious attack on American democracy

How grave is the allegation? 
 This case rivals the Fulton County one in importance. It is narrower, focusing just on Trump and a few key elements of the paperwork coup, but the symbolic weight of the U.S. Justice Department prosecuting an attempt to subvert the American election system is heavy.

How plausible is a guilty verdict? 
 It's very hard to say. Smith avoided some of the more unconventional potential charges, including aiding insurrection, and everyone watched much of the alleged crime unfold in public in real time, but no precedent exists for a case like this, with a defendant like this.



Additionally ...

In more than 30 states, cases were filed over whether Trump should be thrown off the 2024 ballot under a novel legal theory about the Fourteenth Amendment. Proponents, including J. Michael Luttig and Laurence H. Tribe in The Atlantic, argued that the former president is ineligible to serve again under a clause that disqualifies anyone who took an oath defending the Constitution and then subsequently participated in a rebellion or an insurrection. They said that Trump's attempt to steal the 2020 election and his incitement of the January 6 riot meet the criteria.

When?
 Authorities in several states ruled that Trump should be removed from the ballot, and the former president appealed to the Supreme Court. The justices ruled unanimously on March 4 that states could not remove Trump from the ballot. The conservative majority (over strenuous liberal objections) also closed the door on a post-election disqualification by Congress without specific legislation.

How grave is the allegation?
 In a sense, the claim made here was even graver than the criminal election-subversion cases filed against Trump by the U.S. Department of Justice and in Fulton County, Georgia, because neither of those cases alleges insurrection or rebellion. But the stakes were also much different--rather than criminal conviction, they concern the ability to serve as president.

What happens next?
 The question of disqualification seems to now be closed, with Trump set to appear on the ballot in every state.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2024/07/donald-trump-legal-cases-charges/675531/?utm_source=feed



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Trump's Wholesale Renovation of the Republican Party

An inside look at the Republican National Convention following the assassination attempt on Donald Trump

by Kevin Townsend




The Republican Party gathers in a triumphal mood in Milwaukee. Polls favor the GOP in 2024. The long-awaited vice-presidential pick has been made. And Donald Trump prepares to accept the nomination again, just as President Joe Biden faces calls across his party to step away from another run. Four months before the election, the contrast between the two parties is stark.

Atlantic staff writer Tim Alberta is in Wisconsin for the Republican National Convention and sees a confidence there unlike anything he's witnessed in his years covering the GOP. It is now the party of Trump, and as Alberta has reported, his campaign is planning for a landslide win. But after two prior runs, what is different about the Trump campaign of 2024?

On this episode of Radio Atlantic, Alberta joins guest host Adam Harris from the convention hall to give an inside view of the party. Listen to their conversation here:



The following is a transcript of the episode:

Adam Harris: What a week in American politics. The Republican Party has gathered in Wisconsin to renominate Donald Trump for president. The convention follows a near-miss assassination attempt on Trump and the announcement of Ohio Senator J. D. Vance as his pick for VP. All the while, President Biden faces calls from within the Democratic Party for him to step aside.

I'm Adam Harris, and this is Radio Atlantic. Hanna Rosin is still away, working on a special project. For this episode, I'm hoping to understand what's different about Trump's 2024 campaign, and what, if anything, Saturday's assassination attempt has changed. To do this, I'm joined by staff writer Tim Alberta from the RNC convention hall. Hey, Tim.

Tim Alberta: Adam. What's happening, man?

Harris: Not too much. Thanks for coming on. You've covered Republican politics for a while now. You're currently in Milwaukee covering the RNC. What's the feeling there?

Alberta: The feeling here is like an Election Night victory party that started four months early. I've been to a lot of Republican conventions. I've spent a lot of years covering Republican politics, and I can safely say I have never been around a more confident--even cocky--bunch of people who are just entirely convinced that this campaign is already over and that they are marching to victory in November, the only question being: How big of a victory is it?

Harris: You know, leading into this week, we all thought that the big news was going to be the announcement of Trump's VP pick. So what was the reaction to Trump picking Ohio Senator J. D. Vance?

Alberta: You know, from what I can see, the reception has been pretty enthusiastic. You know, this is a really self-selecting group here in Milwaukee. I mean, the party as an institution has been completely remade by Donald Trump from the top down.

You know, Donald Trump picking someone who is seen as kind of an heir apparent to this populist, America First empire that Trump has created is, of course, going to be received really well in a place like this. The question obviously is, for folks who exist more in the center-right--you know, moderate, establishment, business-friendly lane of the Republican Party--there is, I think, some hesitancy, some doubt about J. D. Vance, particularly not just even from the moderate wing but from the defense-hawk wing of the party.

And the J. D. Vance pick is a pretty concrete signal that, to the extent there's been a civil war inside the Republican Party--over foreign policy, national-security issues, the fights over funding Ukraine, obviously, in this past year--I think that those questions and those criticisms do exist here, but they're very much on the margins, because this is, at the end of the day, Trump's party.

Harris: Yeah. Coming into this national convention was a little bit different, right? There was always something that was looming over it, and that is the events of Saturday. And so what impact has the assassination attempt on Trump had on Republicans?

Alberta: The thing that is most striking, Adam, is there's sort of an added layer of invincibility to Trump. If you thought that the party was already sort of a cult of personality and that there were already some of these kind of subtle undertones of a messianic complex attached to Donald Trump, then certainly the events of Saturday--and, you know, specifically the sort of getting up, bleeding from the assassin's bullet, defiantly pumping the fist, and saying to fight--I think it's created this sense of Trump as invincible, Trump as immortal, Trump as, you know, You can't kill Trump. They tried. Right?

Like, so there is almost an added supernatural dimension to the conversation. And we've heard that from some of the speakers this week: People, you know, stating very plainly that God has his hands on Trump, that God wants Trump alive, that God kept Trump alive, and that he has a plan for him. So I would say that is a pretty discernible shift in tone and sort of an escalating of the ways in which Trump is sort of lionized by the party faithful at an event like this.

Harris: Yeah. You know, you've covered conventions before. How does that kind of cockiness compare to conventions that you've covered in the past or that you've seen in the past?

Alberta: There's really no comparison. If you think back to 2008 and then 2012, Republicans did not think they were going to beat Barack Obama. I mean, especially in '08 but then even in '12, there was just really--there was some enthusiasm around Romney, but there wasn't a lot of swagger there. There wasn't really any discernible confidence.

And then 2016, look, Donald Trump--half the people at the convention in Cleveland in 2016 were anti-Trump. They were delegates who were bound to cast their votes for Trump because of how he had performed in their states, but they were not happy about it. And they had come to the convention, some of them, to make a stink about it and really were hoping for a floor fight to try to even stop Trump from becoming the nominee.

So, certainly, the idea that he was going to go on to win, that was just kind of fantasy at that point, much less go on to win and be renominated in '24 and become the face of the party. Nobody could have imagined that.

So I think what feels different about this moment is not just the confidence but the wholesale renovation of the Republican Party to become such a distinctly Trumpian entity. And I think the confidence, in some ways, flows from that. It flows from a sense of, like, We know who we are as a party now. We weren't entirely sure with McCain or with Romney or even with Trump in '16. But now, with his third time being nominated, we know who we are.

And I think probably more importantly, Adam, they know who they're facing. And they're facing Joe Biden, who is just, objectively speaking, a very vulnerable and diminished candidate from the man that Donald Trump faced just four years earlier.

Harris: Considering where Biden is in his campaign at the moment, what are Trump's people thinking as they sort of watch the drama unfold around him?

Alberta: The great source of confidence inside of the Trump campaign has much more to do with Joe Biden than it has to do with Donald Trump. The fact is: Joe Biden is, in many ways, sort of a dream opponent for Donald Trump to run against because some of Trump's own glaring deficiencies--his, at times, incoherent ramblings from the stage, his age, his own visible decline--are sort of neutralized and almost forgotten because, relative to Biden, Trump looks young and sprightly and energetic.

I think there's also a fundamental contrast--a visual contrast--that the Trump campaign, from day one, has been deeply invested in drawing out, which is strength versus weakness. This is really what animates everything they talk about in the campaign and everything they do. From the voters that they're targeting to the digital content that they're creating, the mailers that they're going to be sending out, everything the Trump campaign is doing is meant to focus on this contrast of strength versus weakness.

And they just believe that when you're talking about the Southern border, when you're talking about dealing with the geopolitical craziness happening in the world, when you're talking about inflation--whatever it may be--that Donald Trump is perceived as sort of an alpha, even to people who don't like him, and that Biden is perceived as feeble, even to people who like him.

And so all of that, Adam, I have to emphasize: All of that was the theory of the case before the debate, when Joe Biden looked like he had one foot in the grave already, and it was before the assassination attempt of Donald Trump. And so what the Trump campaign now has are the two most vivid moments of this campaign.

Both of them are directly in service of this contrast that they've been trying to push. And so the Trump people, now all they can do is cross their fingers and say their prayers and hope that Joe Biden remains their opponent because, from their vantage point, there's no way he can win.

Harris: What would they think if he dropped out of the race?

Alberta: It would be a fire drill. They have spent the past year and a half engineering this campaign to run a very specific race against a very specific opponent in Joe Biden. And listen, the people running Trump's operation will say, You know what? Doesn't matter. Bring them on, whoever it is, that, you know, any Democrat is going to be saddled with Joe Biden's baggage.

But that's not true. And they know it's not true. They recognize that if Biden were to step down, and if someone else were to be at the top of the ticket, it would, in some fundamental ways, send them back to the drawing board and force them to reimagine the messaging, reimagine the targeting, reimagine how they think about the contrasts in this campaign.

It would also represent sort of a reset moment for a Democratic Party that has been in a sort of free fall of late. And Republicans are entirely content to sit back and pop some popcorn and enjoy the show. They feel like there's nothing that they need to do right now, because the Democrats are doing the hard work for them. But if Biden were to suddenly get out, then that changes everything.

Harris: You know, you recently wrote a deep dive on the campaign with the headline, "Trump Is Planning for a Landslide Win." So what is different about Trump's 2024 operations and strategy?

Alberta: Boy, where do I even start? Look, Adam, Trump in 2016 didn't even have a campaign. I mean, sure, I suppose technically he did but, like, there was no real infrastructure. There was no real organization. It was just a couple of guys who were sort of making it up as they went along. And it was kind of almost an elaborate prank, in some ways. I mean it was sort of the reality-TV-show experiment of a campaign for the presidency.

And when Donald Trump became the nominee, that's really when the Republican National Committee, which was led at the time by Reince Priebus, basically stepped in and ran the campaign for him because Trump didn't have any sort of a get out the vote. You know, it was a totally nonexistent political operation in 2016.

And then in 2020, you know, Trump's the incumbent president. So he's got a lot of money and, on paper, they're building something out that looks more professional and more conventional, something that we're used to seeing, but it was a horribly run campaign. They burned through tons of money. And the campaign wasn't run by very experienced people, and they paid a price for it.

This time around, you've got some of the shrewdest and sharpest and most-cutthroat people in the Republican Party who are in charge of the campaign, and they have, from day one, stressed efficiency. They're really sort of focusing on some of the core competencies of the campaign.

And I think the most important thing, Adam, that this campaign has been able to do is that Chris LaCivita and Susie Wiles, who are the co-architects of the campaign--and they are managing it together as a partnership--they've really been able to move Trump to a better place, in terms of his own capabilities, his own actions as a candidate.

He is embracing mail voting. He is overseeing a campaign now that is actually using some pretty cutting-edge technology to solicit absentee votes. Whereas four years ago, he was forbidding his own Republican voters from using the mail. So there are a lot of ways in which this campaign is just sort of light years beyond either the 2020 or the 2016 operations.

Harris: And, you know, one of the reasons why, in that last campaign, Trump was effectively saying that, you know, We don't want mail voting. We don't want absentee voting, was because Republicans have kind of viewed it as a gamble, right? When there's more early voting, it typically favors Democrats. 

So is that a sort of gamble that they're taking in this election by emphasizing mail voting, absentee voting? What sort of gamble are they taking with this new approach to the Trump campaign?

Alberta: Well, here's the thing: We have become very accustomed, those of us who cover politics, to thinking that if turnout is high, that automatically benefits Democrats, because the lower-propensity voters, the lower-engagement voters--and we're talking about young people; we're talking about particularly young Black men, young Latino men--we talk about certain demographics that are just traditionally far less likely to turn out and vote.

And the assumption has always been, Well, if you see higher turnout, that means that those people are coming out to vote, and those people are traditionally Democratic constituencies. Therefore, it's bad for the Republican Party. This election, I think, could really be remembered as a bit of a watershed, Adam, because what we see in all of the publicly available data, as well as what we're told is in a lot of the private data--the polling being done by both parties right now--is that, for the first time that anyone can remember, a lot of these low-engagement and low-propensity voters are breaking heavily in favor of Donald Trump, breaking heavily in favor of the Republican Party.

And if that bears out come November, I think it's going to force the Democratic Party to sort of fundamentally reassess and recalibrate their approach to a whole host of issues but primarily just to this question of: How could it be that Donald Trump, the guy who would seemingly be the least likely to penetrate key pieces of the Democratic coalition and steal them away, how could it be that he's the one who does this? And to be clear, Adam, there are still some skeptics, both in the Republican Party and in the Democratic Party, people who look at the polling and who say, I just don't buy it. I don't buy that Trump is going to wind up winning, you know, 20 to 25 percent of the Black vote. I don't believe it, right?

And until we see it, some of that skepticism is certainly warranted. But I think part of the reason that the Trump campaign has been so confident in making this play--and in emphasizing the vote by mail and the absentee [voting] and trying to connect and engage with some of these voters who have a history of using nontraditional voting means--is because their modeling, they feel like it's airtight.

Their modeling shows that these people who have been reliably Democratic in the past, that if they vote, they're voting for Trump. And there's just no overstating what a sea change that would represent in our politics.

Harris: All right, we're going to take a short break. We'll have more with Tim Alberta in a moment.

[Music]

Harris: You know, early on, coming into the campaign, we knew who the candidates kind of were, right? The primary felt like it was already predestined, preordained, that you would have another Trump versus Biden. And Trump was the one coming in with the baggage, right? It's hard to talk about him without talking about the cases that were looming over him, without talking about the conviction.

But on Monday, just as the RNC began, the federal judge in Florida overseeing his classified-documents trial dismissed the case. What do you make of that news, and what impact will Trump's legal issues have on this campaign?

Alberta: Well, first of all, I'm sure that the timing was totally coincidental, right? I'm sure that Judge Cannon had no idea that it was the first day of the Republican National Convention.

You know, it's interesting, Adam, because this thing that was perceived to be a great vulnerability, potentially the albatross around his neck that could prevent him from winning the presidency, it suddenly feels almost like a nonissue. I mean, between some of the court cases getting bumped and bumped and bumped back again to help him scheduling-wise, this one being dismissed, you know, the conviction in Manhattan creating a financial windfall that had actually pushed him ahead of Joe Biden in the fundraising race--and just to pause on that point for a minute, Adam.

Trump was getting trounced financially for the first year of this campaign. He was way, way, way behind, and his cash reserves were really depleted because they had to keep paying all these legal bills. Well, suddenly, he gets convicted in Manhattan, and he raises these record-setting sums of money in the two or three days that follow.

And wouldn't you know it? We checked the FEC filings, and Trump is entering the month of July with more cash in the bank than Biden is. So it's really remarkable how, again, this thing that was supposed to be his greatest liability has sort of evaporated and, if anything, almost seems to very strangely have become an asset.

There's been this long-simmering sense among Trump's lieutenants that he is a target, that he is persecuted, that he is an enemy of the state, and that they won't stop at anything to take him down.

Harris: You know, that language of persecution is important here, because I want to ask you about something you've written a great deal about, that we've talked about at length. That's this sort of intersection of faith and politics.

You wrote a book about your journey as an evangelical Christian and as the son of a pastor. And in this election cycle, you've warned about how the forces of Christian nationalism are on the rise, both inside the church and inside the Republican Party.

So from your view at the epicenter of the party this week, how do you expect those forces to affect the Trump campaign?

Alberta: You know, this is a really interesting historical moment we're approaching because this is our first post-Roe v. Wade presidential election. For 50 years, you've had single-issue voters--you know, conservative Catholics, evangelical Christians--who really don't have any appetite for partisan politics and who would otherwise be inclined to just ignore all the noise come every 4th November. But they have been convinced that because presidents appoint Supreme Court justices, and because the Supreme Court--and only the Supreme Court--can ultimately strike down Roe v. Wade, that you have to vote in a presidential election, and you have to vote for the Republican.

I think what we're about to find out is what number of those single-issue, highly committed, pro-life advocates suddenly find themselves recognizing that the issue is now defederalized, that it's no longer a presidential issue, it's no longer a Supreme Court issue and decide that they're going to stay home because they can't stomach voting for Donald Trump again.

So I think that is kind of a question mark, Adam, looming over the proceedings here that's gotten very little attention. But it's something that I'm going to be really focusing on in the months ahead, especially in light of the changes to the Republican platform that were, I think, obviously very upsetting to some in the social-conservative movement, effectively stripping out what had been the traditional language around the abortion issue.

And also it shouldn't go ignored, stripping out the language around marriage being between one man and one woman. So there's a feeling among some of the evangelical activist leaders that they are sort of being pushed to the side. And that's because they are, in some sense, Adam.

Here's the thing: Donald Trump and his campaign, they have made a calculation that these folks, the evangelicals, they're not going anywhere. What, are they going to go vote for Joe Biden? Right? Like, that's the level of confidence that they have. And so I think some of these decisions, at least at a tactical level, are riskier than I think many people realize. And if this winds up being a close election, there really could be a price to pay for some of these maneuvers that have been made here.

And, Adam, let's be clear: If Trump is elected, he is going to have some people in his administration, in his cabinet, in his West Wing who are self-described Christian nationalists. I mean, there's just no question about it. So I don't think that the threat that I've been writing about is diminished in any way or any less relevant.

I just think that the Trump folks are actually pretty smart and savvy in recognizing that the Christian-nationalist menace that has been sort of drawn into the public's attention, that it is a huge liability for them politically. You know, you see the Handmaid's Tale memes that go around the internet, right? Like, I think the Trump folks recognize that they need to head that off, and they need to distance themselves from any of that narrative. But that doesn't mean that it won't loom large and play a really critical role in his administration.

Harris: So yeah, thinking further about Trump and the Christian right, he's leaned into an image of himself as a persecuted martyr, and now he's nearly been killed. What impact do you think the assassination attempt will have for people on the Christian right? Or what impact has it already had for people on the Christian right?

Alberta: You know, it's hard to say, because this is all moving so quickly. Just being here in Milwaukee this week, Adam, I mean, it's apparent. And you're hearing it from the stage. You're hearing it from delegates on the floor. You're hearing it just in casual conversations with people, like, in the line for coffee. There's definitely a sense of the sort of supernatural presence and this divine intervention that has spared Donald Trump and made him into even more powerful a figure than he was just a week ago.

You sense that from others. My big question is will we get it from Trump himself? I have spent as much time as any reporter in America at Trump rallies, listening to him, dissecting his words, kind of studying any evolution in his thinking, even his just one-off riffs, trying to understand, you know, how he might be approaching things in a new or different manner.

I've got to say that this acceptance speech he'll be giving at the Republican convention is, to me, probably the most significant speech he'll ever give. Because if, in fact, there is any real change in the man based on the events of last week, if some of his advisors are to be believed, he has been talking in kind of strangely spiritual terms and has been invoking God in ways that he has really never been known to do privately.

If there is some kind of meaningful change in Donald Trump himself--forget about the grassroots; forget about the party officials, all of his supporters--I mean, that could have, I think, really significant implications, politically and otherwise, for the party and for the country. So I think that's the biggest piece of the puzzle here that everyone in Milwaukee is sort of waiting on and wondering: Are we going to hear from the same guy who we've been hearing from all these years, or is this going to be something a little bit different?

[Music]

Harris: Absolutely. And we'll be watching for that. Tim, thank you so much for talking with me today, and good luck at the convention.

Alberta: Adam. My pleasure, man.

Harris: This episode was produced by Kevin Townsend and edited by Claudine Ebeid. It was engineered by Rob Smierciak and fact-checked by Yvonne Kim. Claudine Ebeid is the executive producer of Atlantic audio, and Andrea Valdez is our managing editor. Hanna Rosin is the host of Radio Atlantic and will return in a couple of weeks.

Until then, I'm Adam Harris, and thank you for listening.
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Why You Should Trust Your Gut

Careful, deliberate reasoning can get you only so far in good decision making. You also need to know how to listen to your feelings.

by Arthur C. Brooks




Want to stay current with Arthur's writing? Sign up to get an email every time a new column comes out.

If you are looking for a job right now, you're not alone. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, last month, 6.8 million Americans were not employed but looking to be. Many more people are in a job but interested in making a change: The Pew Research Center reported in 2022 that about one worker in five was either very likely or somewhat likely to look for a new job in the next six months.

The good news is that with the unemployment rate at 4.1 percent, the labor market is strong. This means that if you are job hunting, you might have some choices. If that's the case, the problem is not finding a job; it's finding the job.

The next step is to get it. In interviews, potential employers ask you a lot of questions about your habits, skills, and ambitions. Research suggests that what they might really be looking for is a gut feeling of enthusiasm about you. So you need to be good at eliciting those feelings.

But the excitement needs to go both ways. To find the job that gives you the best chance of loving your work, you need to be attentive to your own gut sense. These feelings contain a lot of information that you need but to which you might not have conscious access.

Three specific feelings should command your attention as you evaluate your opportunities, because these emotions can strongly predict your future work satisfaction: excitement, fear, and deadness. The meaning of those first two is self-explanatory, and I'll say more about the third shortly. The trick is to be able to tell which of them is most present in that inchoate gut feeling, and use that knowledge to decide whether a job is the job.

Uri Friedman: 7 ways to find meaning at work

The connection between decision making and gut feelings has become a hot field for research. Our understanding of the mechanisms of "gut" and brain is still incomplete, but tests of the quality of decisions made from feelings as opposed to conscious analysis yield strongly suggestive and useful results.

For example, researchers writing in the journal Emotion in 2011 asked survey participants to make car-buying decisions that varied in complexity. Those decisions were based either on their intuitive feelings about the options or solely on reasoning about the details at hand. The researchers found that for simple decisions, it didn't matter which method they used to reach a verdict. But for complex decisions, a feeling-based decision was more than twice as likely to lead to an optimal outcome as one based on an analysis of the details.

This finding suggests that it doesn't matter how you decide something straightforward, such as whether to take the one job available when you have been unemployed for a long time. But when you have multiple professional options, using your gut to evaluate the choices may be the best course.

This is where being able to recognize which of those three key feelings your gut is trying to communicate comes in. The one that should never be absent when you're considering a job is excitement. Another way of defining this sort of excitement is prospective happiness, or joy about having a better future in sight. If you don't have that sense of excitement when you hear about an opportunity, your subconscious is telling you something important--that this opportunity is unlikely to provide enjoyment, a sense of accomplishment, and especially meaning. Researchers have run experiments that illustrate how central excitement about the future is to an activity's ultimate satisfaction. Psychologists writing in 2019 in the Journal of Happiness Studies showed that anticipated meaning, which is crucial for well-being, and excitement about the future are closely linked.

Arthur C. Brooks: What you need to know about making a good impression

The second feeling to track as you evaluate a professional opportunity is fear. This comes in two varieties: danger and dread. In the right dose, the first of these is positive, but the second sort is always negative. Fear founded on a reasonable degree of danger when taking an opportunity provokes an increase in the brain's dopamine regions in anticipation of a possible victory while facing risk. This matters because it indicates that you're sensing an imminent challenge of a difficult but doable task. No danger means no real challenge; boredom is the likely result.

When I was hired as a professor at Harvard some years ago, I felt a positive fear of a somewhat dangerous challenge. If I had been, say, drafted into the NBA instead, the feeling would have tipped into dread (the anticipation of something entirely negative), because I would have failed at that with 100 percent certainty. Dread is so destructive of well-being that in experiments, some people who know for sure that they are going to get a painful electrical shock will accept a higher voltage immediately rather than experience dread of the future pain.

You probably would not take a job at which you were certain to fail (this would take us back to deciding a simple choice). But faced with a more complex evaluation of a professional opportunity, dread may arise when your gut tells you that the position will leave you feeling hollow and devoid of meaning.

This brings us the third feeling to watch out for in your gut reaction: deadness (which some scholars alternatively refer to as emptiness). Researchers have found that this sensation is associated with such feelings as boredom, loneliness, numbness, despair, and hopelessness. So if you feel dread, ask yourself whether it portends this deeper deadness--because this living death is exactly what you should avoid in a job, notwithstanding whatever pay, power, or prestige it seems to offer.

Arthur C. Brooks: Jung's five pillars of a good life

There is no way to get perfect information about a professional opportunity in advance. You might make a mistake in seeking a position--I have, more than once in my career. But a reliable way to raise the odds of a good choice is to look for a lot of excitement, a little fear of danger, and as close to zero deadness as possible.

In my work advising graduate students on their way into the workforce, I have devised a brief questionnaire for evaluating opportunities. I can't claim that it's been exposed to academic peer review, but I find that it works well to give my charges the basic insights they need. The survey is made up of three sets of three questions. Each question should be answered as a value from zero to four, where 0 = "completely disagree" and 4 = "completely agree."

Excitement
 1. This job sounds fun and interesting to me.
 2. If I take the job, next year I anticipate being happier than I am today.
 3. I think I will look forward to going to work most days.
 Add your scores across these questions. To move forward on the opportunity, the target range to look for is 9-12.


Fear
 1. There is a chance that I might not succeed in this job.
 2. Success is going to take hard work, and maybe some good luck as well.
 3. If I do succeed, I will be very proud of the accomplishment.


The target range for these questions is 5-8.

Deadness
 1. The idea of this job does not inspire me.
 2. I have trouble focusing on this job's day-to-day tasks.
 3. I might hate it, but this job is only temporary.


The target is zero, or as close to zero as possible.

Olga Khazan: When yogurt affects the brain

Evaluating professional opportunities is just one area of uncertainty in life that can cause a lot of stress, of course. Consider, for example, choosing a spouse--a case in which the decision-making stakes are much higher than judging the labor market correctly. Yet the same principle can apply to any complex life choice: Organize your thinking in such a way that you are paying systematic attention to your gut feelings.

For example, if you are considering a wedding proposal--either making or accepting one--ask yourself if the prospect excites you because of the greater meaning you'd anticipate in life. (Right answer: Yes, in a big way.) Is it a little frightening because the partnership will be full of unknowns and new challenges? (Right answer: Yes, but not in a "We met last night in Vegas" kind of way.) And, of course, ask if a future with this person for the rest of your life makes you feel a little dead inside. (Only acceptable answer: No.)

Life never offers any guarantee of success. But your heart--and your gut--will usually steer you in the right direction.
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The Spiritual Allegiance to Trump Is Deepening

The GOP has felt pretty confident about its candidate since the debate, but the shooting added a whole new dimension.

by Lora Kelley




This is an edition of The Atlantic Daily, a newsletter that guides you through the biggest stories of the day, helps you discover new ideas, and recommends the best in culture. Sign up for it here.


The Republican National Convention is more than halfway through, and the mood is serene--even spiritual. I spoke with my colleague Mark Leibovich, who is at the convention in Milwaukee, about how the attempted assassination of Donald Trump has only reinforced confidence within his party.

But first, here are three new stories from The Atlantic.

	Eliot A. Cohen: Cancel the foreign-policy apocalypse.
 	Graeme Wood: The case for calming down
 	Make America Hungary again.




Unambiguous Faith

Lora Kelley: How has the assassination attempt shaped the mood of the RNC?

Mark Leibovich: People are definitely jarred by it. But now that a few days have passed since the shooting, there's a sense of divine intervention, like Trump has been touched by God. This seems to have stoked an almost spiritual allegiance to him.

There's an even greater sense of confidence I was hearing while interviewing a bunch of people earlier this week--senators, congressmen, delegates. There are a lot of reasons for them to feel confident based on the political realities on the ground. But the shooting added a new dimension to the collective faith that people have in Trump. This is clearly the party of Trump, and there is no sign of any resistance. Mostly, people are just here for a coronation.

On Monday, I overheard a guy saying that he went out to a drugstore and bought a bunch of gauze pads--like the one Trump was wearing on his ear Monday night--and that he was going to put some kind of logo on them and try to sell them or pass them out. By yesterday, I was seeing people wearing them--mostly plain gauze pads, but I saw a few with writing and logos on them. The merchandising wheels are in motion.

Lora: Is this a different type of RNC than the one you were anticipating before last Saturday?

Mark: The week so far has been spirited but also serene. At the RNC there's usually much more of a siege mentality. There's a big victim complex in this version of the Republican Party, this sense of We're fighting long odds and everyone's against us. But that feeling is not as strong now.

I was at Trump's first convention, in 2016 in Cleveland, and a lot of the delegates I talked with this week were there too. At that point, Trump had not quelled the resistance to him at all. Ted Cruz gave this very defiant speech, and was basically booed throughout by the Trump supporters in the crowd.

The contrast to this week is really stark. Now we're seeing an even more extreme level of falling in line than seemed possible. People were very happy to embrace J. D. Vance, too. That's an extension of the unambiguous faith people seem to have in Trump.

Lora: What are attendees' reactions to the name Joe Biden?

Mark: There's not so much anger as head-shaking, almost a sense of pity. Biden is part of the good fortune Republicans feel right now. They don't even seem to be bothering with the usual vilification. It's more of a quiet vilification, almost as if they're picking on a feeble target at this point.

I don't want to understate the contempt people here have for the other side and for Biden--and for what losing could look and feel like. Who knows how Republicans would react to a surprise on Election Night? But that does not seem like the prevailing mood, at least so far--and that also may have to do with the shooting.

Lora: What are you seeing from Trump himself?

Mark: There were reports that Trump was thinking about changing the tone of the event to something more unifying and conciliatory, not the usual combative tone. I don't know if that's going to hold.

When Trump came out last night, he looked a little bit moved. He doesn't usually look moved. It seemed to be a look of genuine--I would never say humble, but his face seemed quieter. His whole vibe seemed quieter. He seemed to still be a little bit shocked at what happened to him on Saturday. That would be a normal reaction.

Related:

	John Hendrickson: "Everything is in place now."
 	Tim Alberta: "What the heck just happened?"




Today's News

 	Representative Adam Schiff called for Joe Biden to drop out of the presidential race. He is the most prominent elected Democrat to do so thus far.
 	House Speaker Mike Johnson announced that he will create a bipartisan task force to investigate Saturday's assassination attempt on Donald Trump.
 	J. D. Vance, Trump's newly announced running mate, will speak tonight at the Republican National Convention.
 




Dispatches

	The Weekly Planet: The search for alien life starts on Earth, but the places that could most help scientists find it are melting away, Marina Koren writes.


Explore all of our newsletters here.



Evening Read


Mark Seliger / August



The Improbable Rise and Savage Fall of Siegfried & Roy

By Chris Jones and Michael J. Mooney

The last survivors of a lost empire live behind the Mirage, in Las Vegas, out back by the pool. On a good day, Siegfried & Roy's Secret Garden will draw more than 1,000 visitors, the $25 adult admission fee justified mostly by the palm shade and tranquility it offers relative to the mania outside its walls. There are also long summer stretches when it's 100 degrees and things get a little grim. During a recent visit, only a few families strolled through, surveying the five sleeping animals on display: three tigers, a lion, and a leopard. The Secret Garden ostensibly operates as an educational facility. "Look, a lion," one young father said to his son, while pointing at a tiger.


Read the full article.

More From The Atlantic

	A new development in the debate about Instagram and teens
 	Not your typical prison drama
 	A poem for Wednesday




Culture Break


Pat Thomas for The Atlantic



Watch. Simone Biles Rising, a four-part Netflix docuseries about the gymnast, explores the limits of "work ethic."

Dine. Who wants to sit at a communal table? A lot more Americans than you might think.

Play our daily crossword.



P.S.

In a land far from Milwaukee, preparations for the Olympics are under way. I am eagerly awaiting the Summer Games (my quadrennial foray into niche sports fandom) and found my colleague Alan Taylor's selection of images from the 1924 Paris Olympics lovely. Some of the uniform choices are surprising, though the spectators' hats--and the general energy of the photos--spoke to me.

-- Lora



Did someone forward you this email? Sign up here.

When you buy a book using a link in this newsletter, we receive a commission. Thank you for supporting The Atlantic.
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Silicon Valley Got Their Guy

J. D. Vance has solidified tech's MAGA moment.

by Ali Breland




When Donald Trump tapped Senator J. D. Vance of Ohio to be his running mate on Monday, far-right influencers were pleased. The announcement was met with a chorus of "we're so back" and all of its iterations from people who post very angrily, many via pseudonymous accounts, about things including the inferiority of women, the inferiority of Black people, the inferiority of gay people, and the inferiority of Jewish people.



"Vance has voiced support for mass deportations and legal immigration restriction," wrote Patrick Casey, who previously led the white-nationalist group Identity Evropa, celebrating the vice-presidential pick. Bronze Age Pervert, whose actual name is Costin Alamariu and who espouses fascist and racist positions, re-shared Casey's post.



Some of Silicon Valley's most powerful people had a similar reaction--yet another marker of how portions of the tech world are drifting deeper into reactionary politics that flit around the edges of the far right. The prominent venture capitalists Marc Andreessen and Ben Horowitz are planning to donate to Trump's campaign, The Information reported yesterday. Elon Musk, who endorsed Trump after the assassination attempt on Saturday, also said he would donate $45 million a month to a Trump super PAC, and called Trump's VP pick an "excellent decision." The influential investor Balaji Srinivasan posted that Vance is "a great choice for VP."

Both the online far right and Silicon Valley have reason to be excited. Vance is steeped in the discourse of the online right. On X, he follows niche but popular anonymous posters such as Bronze Age Pervert, Raw Egg Nationalist, and Lomez, who have either expressed racist beliefs or, in the lattermost's case, released books by racists through his publishing house. Although people follow accounts on X for a number of reasons, what's more telling is that Vance is reportedly friends with Curtis Yarvin, an anti-egalitarian monarchist blogger who is an influential figure among the intellectual online right. Vance says that he doesn't cook with seed oils, a cause du jour of the online right, whose influencers say they cause obesity. He has publicly praised Viktor Orban, Hungary's authoritarian leader. And he has promoted a sanitized version of the "Great Replacement Theory," a white-supremacist conspiracy theory that there is an liberal plot to replace white people in the West with nonwhite immigrants.



Vance is also steeped in the world of Silicon Valley. He used to work for an investment firm run by Peter Thiel, the billionaire venture capitalist who has famously long harbored a melange of right-wing positions ranging from moderate to extremist. (A Thiel biographer, Max Chafkin, wrote that Vance was a political extension of Thiel.) Even when Vance left Silicon Valley proper, his connections followed him. When he founded a venture-capital firm in Cincinnati, he raised money from Thiel, Andreessen, and former Google CEO Eric Schmidt. Thiel reportedly was in the room when Vance first met Trump, in early 2021--and, more recently, Musk vouched for Vance as Trump mulled his VP decision.



Tech heavy hitters' pleasure with Trump's VP pick is in part because Vance is a former venture capitalist and a Thiel acolyte. But there is also something else happening. As my colleague Adrienne LaFrance wrote in "The Rise of Techno-Authoritarianism," the Silicon Valley embrace of Vance is another step in the direction of a political ideology Andreessen outlined in the "Techno-Optimist Manifesto" he published last year. He positioned the manifesto as an argument in favor of technological development, but it reads as a reactionary screed against anyone who questions the uninhibited development of technology corporations. He cites ideological patron saints that include Nick Land--an influential far-right philosopher who has dabbled in a form of eugenics Land calls "hyper racism"--and the Italian futurist F. T. Marinetti, who helped provide the intellectual underpinnings for fascism in the early 1900s. Musk has become a far-right influencer himself.

Read: The rise of techno-authoritarianism

Andreessen's and Musk's politics may not match one-to-one with Yarvin's, Bronze Age Pervert's, and the like. But as Ezra Klein wrote in October, they are all a part of a new group of figures on the right whose politics embody reaction more than free-market, limited-government principles. "It's a coalition obsessed with where we went wrong: the weakness, the political correctness, the liberalism, the trigger warnings, the smug elites," Klein writes. "It's a coalition that believes we were once hard and have become soft; worse, we have come to lionize softness and punish hardness."



This is what undergirds Vance's grievance politics. We are a nation that has strayed. This can be fixed only by strong hands. In the book that fueled his rise, Hillbilly Elegy, Vance critiqued Appalachians for their supposed weak mental pathologies that lock them in a recurring cycle of dysfunction. They had become like "the bugmen," Bronze Age Pervert's term for the people--primarily progressive and urban--who he claims have been made soft by the excesses of liberalism. This hatred of softness also shows up in tech. As Andreessen spells out in his manifesto, America has been led astray by "ESG" and "anti-merit" corporate policies, almost certainly code for diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts that have become reviled in parts of Silicon Valley.



When Andreessen wrote his manifesto in October, the threads between people like him and Bronze Age Pervert were starting to form but still seemed loose. The collective embrace of Vance suggests that they're getting tighter.
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        The End of Biden's Candidacy Approaches
        David A. Graham

        At the start of the day yesterday, it was conceivable that Joe Biden might manage to hold on to the Democratic nomination for president. But this morning, things seem to be slipping out of his grasp.The blows to Biden were both procedural and political: The Democratic National Committee delayed a pivotal vote that would have made replacing him more difficult, a prominent Democrat called for Biden to step down, and reports of behind-the-scenes maneuvering made clear that other top party leaders ha...

      

      
        The Only Thing Left for Republicans to Debate About Trump
        Mark Leibovich

        It would be wrong to say that Republicans are now fully in alignment on all matters related to Donald Trump, that the intraparty debates about their nominee have been settled.For starters, there is this question: Should he be addressed from the podium as "President Donald J. Trump" or "President Donald John Trump?"Both versions have been in evidence at this week's Republican National Convention in Milwaukee, with most of the "Donald Johns" coming in official proclamations, such as the state-by-st...

      

      
        Democrats Are Drifting Toward Disaster
        Ronald Brownstein

        As Donald Trump prepares to accept his third consecutive Republican presidential nomination tonight, Democrats remain trapped in a stalemate that could ease his return to the White House.The movement to force President Joe Biden to step aside has widespread support in the party, but probably not enough support to overcome his adamant refusal to do so. In turn, Biden's position against Trump in polls is weak enough to leave the incumbent with long odds of winning a second term--but not such slim od...

      

      
        J. D. Vance's Permanent Grin
        John Hendrickson

        J. D. Vance's speech at the Republican National Convention completed his transformation from Never Trumper to Trump's MAGA torchbearer.Vance dutifully spent his first five minutes praising the GOP leader sitting in front of him. "Consider the lies they told you about Donald Trump," he told the crowd. "And then look at that photo of him, defiant fist in the air."When he turned to policy, he sounded especially Trumpian. Under the Trump-Vance administration, he said, "When we allow newcomers into ou...

      

      
        I Thought I Understood the GOP. I Was Wrong.
        Stuart Stevens

        What happened to the Ohio GOP? For generations, it was the epitome of a sane, high-functioning party with a boringly predictable pro-business sentiment that seemed to perfectly fit the state. Today, it has been remade in the image of native son J. D. Vance, the first vice-presidential candidate to sanction coup-plotting against the U.S. government.In a speech to the Republican National Convention tonight that was virtually devoid of policy, he railed against corrupt elites and pledged his fealty ...

      

      
        Biden Has Failed to Halt the Revolt
        Russell Berman

        President Joe Biden has spent the past three weeks desperately trying to convince Democrats that he's still got what it takes to win reelection. He's campaigned more vigorously than he has in years, holding rallies, sitting for televised interviews, conducting an hour-long press conference, and pleading his case directly to members of Congress in phone calls and Zoom meetings.It's not working.Opposition to his candidacy is mounting as lawmakers see more and more polls showing Donald Trump ahead i...

      

      
        America's Political Leaders Are Living in Fear
        McKay Coppins

        When Jeff Flake woke Sunday morning to news of an attempted political assassination in America, his first thought was not again. The former Republican senator, who now serves as the U.S. ambassador to Turkey, has had a career haunted by violence. In 2011, his friend Gabby Giffords, a fellow Arizonan then serving in Congress, was shot in the head while talking to constituents outside a Tucson supermarket. A few years later, a gunman opened fire at a park in Virginia where Flake was practicing with...

      

      
        Cancel the Foreign-Policy Apocalypse
        Eliot A. Cohen

        Donald Trump will likely become president again come January 20, 2025. The drama of an aging and diminishing President Joe Biden clinging to office despite the despair of Democrats who can read their candidate's prospects clearly is not without its Shakespearean elements. As Regan says of King Lear, "He hath ever but slenderly known himself." Like many a tragedy, Biden's choice and its consequences were eminently foreseeable.But if Trump is destined for a second term, it then falls upon us unapol...

      

      
        Fighting Talk From Republicans
        Elaine Godfrey

        For a snapshot of our present political moment, imagine this: a 70-something woman in a bright-red sweater bobbing around a sticky dance floor at a bar in downtown Milwaukee. Thanks to the rain last night, the Jamboree at the RNC, the official celebration party on the first night of the Republican National Convention, was mostly empty. Still, DJ Milk N Cooks was in the corner, pumping out beats, and there was Susan, dancing with abandon, glittering flag earrings dangling from her ears. She'd come...

      

      
        'Everything Is in Place Now'
        John Hendrickson

        Republicans opened their national convention with a surprising sense of serenity. Wandering the floor last night at Fiserv Forum, in Milwaukee, I heard nothing about the key theme of Donald Trump's reelection campaign--retribution. People swayed and sang along to a live rendition of Lee Greenwood's "God Bless the U.S.A." as Trump, a white bandage affixed to his ear, 48 hours after surviving an assassination attempt, held court next to his just-announced running mate, J. D. Vance.[Tim Alberta: 'Wha...

      

      
        Believe Your Own Eyes
        Tyler Austin Harper

        Last night, NBC aired an interview that Lester Holt conducted with Joe Biden, the most recent in a series of unscripted events designed to ease voters' worries after the president's disastrous June 27 debate. It is hard to imagine this latest performance doing that. Biden was defensive and rambling. When Holt asked how he could be sure there wouldn't be a future repeat of his debate "episode," the president at first looked confused, asking, "What happened?" and then let out an indecipherable nois...

      

      
        Nothing About the Attempted Assassination Redeems Trump
        Adam Serwer

        The man who shot then-Alabama Governor George Wallace wanted to be famous, and he thought becoming an assassin was the best way to do it. Dissuaded from reaching then-President Richard Nixon by tight security, the would-be assassin instead shot the segregationist Democrat several times during a Maryland campaign stop in 1972. One bullet left Wallace paralyzed from the waist down for the rest of his life.The attempted assassination of Wallace, like the attempted assassination of former President D...

      

      
        Stop Pretending You Know How This Will End
        Derek Thompson

        In the immediate aftermath of the failed attempt on Donald Trump's life, pundits and politicians rushed to proclaim that they knew exactly how the awful event would affect American politics. Commentators on the left and right predicted on social media that "the election is over," or that Trump was now fated to win in a landslide. "That's the whole fucking election," a Democratic House member told Semafor. A senior House Democrat told Axios on Sunday, "We've all resigned ourselves to a second Trum...

      

      
        'What the Heck Just Happened?'
        Tim Alberta

        So much for the big reveal. When Republican delegates from across the country walked into the Fiserv Forum this morning, all the buzz was about the pending selection of Donald Trump's running mate--an announcement they believed would come tonight, in prime time, a climactic conclusion to the first day of the GOP convention.In fact, many Republicans I spoke with here--party loyalists who have come to expect pageantry from Trump--had anticipated an Apprentice-style grand finale to the so-called veepst...

      

      
        The Next Republican Leader
        David A. Graham

        J. D. Vance's rapid rise from obscurity to the vice-presidential nomination is an only-in-America tale--one that will shape what America is, for better or worse, for generations to come."After lengthy deliberation and thought, and considering the tremendous talents of many others, I have decided that the person best suited to assume the position of Vice President of the United States is Senator J.D. Vance of the Great State of Ohio," Trump announced on his Truth Social platform this afternoon.Eigh...

      

      
        Elon Musk Is Making a Bad Situation Worse
        Helen Lewis

        For a long time, scientists have hypothesized that exposure to lead causes a measurable drop in IQ. I am beginning to think the same is true of X.The platform's owner, Elon Musk, is undoubtedly a clever man, but in search of attention and notoriety online, he has become--or is pretending to be--very dumb indeed. How else to explain his half-baked media criticisms after the attempted assassination of Donald Trump?In the minutes after the shooting in Pennsylvania, news outlets did what they should do...

      

      
        The Worst Is Not Inevitable
        Michael Powell

        After the wounding of Donald Trump, funeral orations for our democracy appeared everywhere on social media. I feel the gravitational pull of that despair: We are a profoundly polarized people, and too many of our leaders--not least the presidential candidate who narrowly sidestepped death in Pennsylvania--have grown accustomed to using threats of violence and death as rhetorical devices.We swap primal nightmares. Some right-wing Republicans portray President Joe Biden as a senescent totalitarian ca...

      

      
        An Astonishing Ruling in Trump's Classified-Documents Case
        David A. Graham

        Aileen Cannon, a federal judge in Florida, has dismissed the case against former President Donald Trump involving hoarding sensitive documents taken from the White House. In an order issued this morning, Cannon found that the appointment of Special Counsel Jack Smith violates the Constitution.The ruling is an astonishing--though probably not final--turn in the case, which was already among the most unusual in American history. The decision contradicts many previous rulings and is certain to be appe...

      

      
        Joe Biden Tries to Calm the Waters
        Peter Wehner

        The key to an effective presidential speech is saying the right thing at the right moment. By that standard, President Joe Biden's six-minute Oval Office address last night was a success.Speaking one day after an assassination attempt against Donald Trump, Biden was gracious, eloquent, and emphatic."We cannot, we must not, go down this road in America," Biden said. "There is no place in America for this kind of violence or for any violence ever. Period. No exceptions. We can't allow this violence...

      

      
        Five Questions for the Secret Service
        Juliette Kayyem

        President Joe Biden has now promised a full accounting of how a 20-year-old man was nearly able to assassinate former President Donald Trump. This will be an "independent review"--as it must be, because the United States Secret Service cannot possibly judge itself. Congressional hearings will also occur. Both forms of inquiry will require a serious account of all that transpired, or didn't. The agency had one job--to protect a major political figure from physical harm--and failed.Five questions must...

      

      
        A Legendary American Photograph
        Tyler Austin Harper

        Donald Trump raises a fist. Blood streaks his face. The sky is high, blue, and empty except for an American flag caught in a hard wind. A Secret Service agent has her arms around his waist. The former president's mouth is open, in the middle of a snarled shout. We know from video footage that he is yelling "Fight!," that the crowd is chanting "USA!"The photograph, by the Associated Press's Evan Vucci, became immediately legendary. However you feel about the man at its center, it is undeniably one...

      

      
        Lower the Volume
        Elliot Ackerman

        Election Day will mark nearly 20 years since my friend Dan Malcom was killed on a rooftop in Fallujah. Dan died trying to help my platoon. Friendly artillery had us pinned down on a roof. Hot shards of jagged shrapnel slapped against the side of our building. Dan had climbed into an exposed position to shift that artillery when a sniper's bullet found him. He was 25 years old. When I finally came home from Iraq, I was 24, but I had as many dead friends as an 80-year-old. I also had lots of questi...

      

      
        The Power of Restraint
        Peter Wehner

        The moment was sickening; the act, despicable. A gunman apparently attempted to assassinate Donald Trump, thankfully failing by inches. But at least one spectator was killed at the rally in Butler, Pennsylvania, and two others were critically injured. The suspected gunman, a 20-year-old Pennsylvania man identified by the FBI as Thomas Matthew Crooks, was shot and killed.A tragic and horrifying afternoon could have been so much worse.We don't yet know whether the gunman was motivated by political ...

      

      
        A Failure of Security and Democracy
        Juliette Kayyem

        The apparent assassination attempt on former President Donald Trump in Pennsylvania tonight brings home that democratic failures and security failures are intertwined.Based on initial reporting, a sniper on a rooftop outside the venue--which people had to pass through a magnetometer to enter--shot at Trump, possibly grazing his ear with a bullet, before being killed by the Secret Service. At least one person at the rally was killed and two more were in serious condition.Politicians and security exp...

      

      
        A Terrible New Era of Political Violence in America
        David A. Graham

        Updated at 9:35 p.m. ET on July 13, 2024.Former President Donald Trump was rushed offstage at a rally in Pennsylvania tonight after a shooting.Trump posted on his Truth Social site that he was struck in the ear by a bullet, and the Secret Service said in a statement that a shooter had fired several times from an elevated position toward Trump. The former president raised a fist to the crowd as he was ushered away. His campaign said in a statement that he was "fine and is being checked out at a lo...
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The End of Biden's Candidacy Approaches

Democratic leadership is making a more concerted effort to push him from the race.

by David A. Graham




At the start of the day yesterday, it was conceivable that Joe Biden might manage to hold on to the Democratic nomination for president. But this morning, things seem to be slipping out of his grasp.

The blows to Biden were both procedural and political: The Democratic National Committee delayed a pivotal vote that would have made replacing him more difficult, a prominent Democrat called for Biden to step down, and reports of behind-the-scenes maneuvering made clear that other top party leaders have lost faith in Biden's candidacy, even if they aren't willing to say so publicly yet.

The president's strategy for riding out the calls for him to step down was apparently to survive until a virtual roll-call vote sometime in July. (Even this might not have been enough: Elaine Kamarck, a political scientist at the Brookings Institution and a member of the DNC Rules Committee, told me last week that she was skeptical that would have done the trick. "There's work-arounds for all of these things," she said. "Monday night at the [Democratic National] Convention is really the drop-dead night.") But yesterday, the chairs of the committee said the vote would not occur until at least August 1. That means more time for more negative polls, more chances for the president to stumble, and most important of all, more rounds of significant defections.

After the assassination attempt on former President Donald Trump over the weekend, the revolt among prominent Democrats appeared to peter out, or at least pause. But as my colleague Russell Berman reported yesterday, the concerns among congressional Democrats have persisted--in part because of the risk of subjecting the country to another Trump administration and in part out of fears for their own down-ticket political fortunes.

Read: Biden has failed to halt the revolt

Representative Adam Schiff of California, currently running to become one of the state's senators, called for the president to step aside. He praised Biden's record but added, "A second Trump presidency will undermine the very foundation of our democracy, and I have serious concerns about whether the president can defeat Donald Trump in November."

Schiff's public statement is notable because he is a protege of former Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who is revered in the party for her strategic acumen and will to win, and it's unlikely he'd speak out without her knowledge and perhaps encouragement. According to Politico, Pelosi doesn't want to publicly call on Biden to back down, but she has been a de facto field general for efforts to nudge him out. CNN reports she told the president privately that he is dragging down the party. Pelosi isn't alone. Her successor as House Democratic leader, Hakeem Jeffries, and Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer both told Biden it would be better if he left the race, ABC's Jonathan Karl reported.

Biden's campaign also faces money woes. Not only has Trump erased what was expected to be a big advantage in fundraising, but Jeffrey Katzenberg, the president's close ally and major donor, privately told Biden that new cash is drying up as donors lose faith that he can win, according to Semafor. And MSNBC's Joe Scarborough, a steadfast media ally of the president's, suggested this morning that it's time for him to go. "It's really incumbent on people that are around Joe Biden to step up at this point and help the president, and help the man they love, and do the right thing," he said.

Strikingly, as Politico's Playbook notes, these Democrats are not making much effort to downplay the reports. Schumer's office called reports "idle speculation" but didn't quite deny them, saying, "Leader Schumer conveyed the views of his caucus." Jeffries's office said that his counsel to Biden was private.

David Frum: Biden's heartbreaking press conference

The only person who can get Biden out of the race right now is Biden. Other Democrats have little recourse but pressure. Although the president has remained publicly defiant, and reportedly privately defiant, there are signs that he is slowly opening to the idea. Both CNN and The New York Times reported that Biden is more "receptive" to stepping aside and has quizzed advisers about Vice President Kamala Harris's path to victory were she the nominee.

In an interview, Biden also laid out a possible path for leaving the race. "If I had some medical condition that emerged, if somebody, if doctors came to me and said you got this problem and that problem," he might be willing, he told BET News's Ed Gordon.

Hours after that interview was released, the White House announced that Biden had tested positive for COVID-19. That may not be the off-ramp that Democrats want--the president's symptoms are reportedly mild--but it will give Biden several days to sit at home and think about his future.
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The Only Thing Left for Republicans to Debate About Trump

The Republican National Convention has been purged of any resistance.

by Mark Leibovich




It would be wrong to say that Republicans are now fully in alignment on all matters related to Donald Trump, that the intraparty debates about their nominee have been settled.

For starters, there is this question: Should he be addressed from the podium as "President Donald J. Trump" or "President Donald John Trump?"

Both versions have been in evidence at this week's Republican National Convention in Milwaukee, with most of the "Donald Johns" coming in official proclamations, such as the state-by-state roll call of delegates on Monday night, and the "Donald J."s coming from adoring speakers. It is not clear whether Trump himself has taken an official position on this. His fervent followers at least seem to agree that adding a middle accoutrement between his first and last names confers the full historical weight to which Trump is entitled. (Think John F. Kennedy, Ulysses S. Grant, and P. T. Barnum.)

The speakers in Milwaukee also seem to agree that Trump still prizes the honorific of President. Anyone here reckless enough to utter the words former president is committing an egregious faux pas.

Beyond these small hazards, the watchword of the week has been unity--not a natural state for the GOP in recent years (to wit: the Republican-led House). Clearly, though, this convention has been purified of any resistance elements. Or at least they have been fully silenced. You'd sooner see a flying elephant in Milwaukee than any sign of Liz Cheney, Chris Christie, or Mike Pence. Former Trump resisters who are here--Nikki Haley, Ron DeSantis, Ted Cruz, and Trump's running mate,  J. D. Vance--have been eager to assert, and re-assert, their allegiance.

Read: J. D. Vance's MAGA transformation is complete




Trump himself has spent considerable time in his front-and-center box at the Fiserv Forum, observing many of the speeches with the intense stare of a gymnastics judge. The spectacle has been a bit reminiscent of that cringeworthy 2017 Cabinet meeting in which Trump's lieutenants took turns praising him around the table.

There used to be at least some belief that Republicans in 2024 might move beyond this posture of slavish devotion. Back in February, Haley, the former U.S. ambassador to the United Nations and Trump's closest challenger in the Republican primary, declared, "I feel no need to kiss the ring." But this is July. Democrats are a mess, Republicans are sounding giddy, and Trump is looking blessed. "I guess when the person you're backing dodges a bullet, literally, it has a way of making you feel confident," Jim Walsh, an alternate delegate from Connecticut, told me, referring to the failed assassination attempt against Trump over the weekend.

Speaking at the RNC on Tuesday night, Haley made what passed for an edgy remark from the podium when she conceded that not everyone agrees with Trump all of the time. ("That's their problem," someone yelled from the crowd.) But enough skepticism. "Donald Trump has my strong endorsement, period," Haley said. Although she had received both cheers and boos when she walked onstage, everyone who was listening stood and clapped at this declaration--Trump included, though he was not smiling. Was he displeased? Perhaps only by the absence of a J or John in Haley's submission.

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis, another reformed antagonist, was received more generously. He drew a series of big smiles from the nominee, even an apparent chuckle, when he described the current administration as a "Weekend at Bernie's presidency." It was one of several sharp anti-Joe Biden lines from DeSantis, who seemed to be comfortable and enjoying himself, in marked contrast to the Ron DeSantis who ran for president earlier this year.

Read: Biden's ever-narrowing path to victory

On Monday afternoon, I encountered former Arkansas Governor Asa Hutchinson, another defeated primary challenger, on the Fiserv Forum concourse. Hutchinson told me he had faced little hostility at the convention, despite being one of the few elected Republicans to say he would not vote for Trump if he were convicted of a crime. Hutchinson even appears to have softened his position. "I've made some commitments about not voting for a convicted felon," Hutchinson acknowledged to ABC News this week, when asked whether he might come around to Trump after all. "That feels like a long time ago."

So does 2016, when the Republicans held their last non-COVID convention, in Cleveland. Many of the delegates were not happy to be there. Cruz, the senator from Texas and first runner-up for the presidential nomination, vowed never to become a "puppy dog" in service to his vanquisher, who had, among other things, suggested that Cruz's wife was unattractive and that his father had been involved in the JFK assassination. In a defiant address to that convention, Cruz implored delegates to "vote your conscience"--and was booed offstage.

"God Bless Donald J. Trump," Cruz said, kicking off his remarks in Milwaukee on Tuesday night. He proceeded with a note of simple gratitude: "Let me start by thanking God almighty, for protecting President Trump."

Looking on from his box, the Republican's almighty himself looked pleased.
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Democrats Are Drifting Toward Disaster

Biden's path to victory is narrowing--and his party seems unable to respond.

by Ronald Brownstein




As Donald Trump prepares to accept his third consecutive Republican presidential nomination tonight, Democrats remain trapped in a stalemate that could ease his return to the White House.

The movement to force President Joe Biden to step aside has widespread support in the party, but probably not enough support to overcome his adamant refusal to do so. In turn, Biden's position against Trump in polls is weak enough to leave the incumbent with long odds of winning a second term--but not such slim odds that they make the case for replacing Biden irrefutable.

Caught between the growing signs of danger for their candidate and the shrinking window to change course, Democrats are drifting toward November with widening divisions and a pervasive sense of dread. Republicans, meanwhile, are overflowing with confidence, as this week's party convention has demonstrated. Many Democrats now fear that they face the worst possible situation: a weakened nominee who will not withdraw and is angrily feuding with donors, elected officials, and other former allies pressing for his removal.

Amid all of these concerns, the Biden campaign insists that he retains a path to victory, primarily through the three key Rust Belt battlegrounds: Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. Some Democratic strategists and operatives with whom I've spoken since the debate agree. "Not only is the damage to Biden not as great as people are assuming, but Trump continues to be reviled," Matt Morrison, the executive director of Working America, an AFL-CIO-affiliated group that politically mobilizes working-class people who don't belong to unions. "That, somehow, has been overlooked in the past two weeks."

But most Democratic political professionals--the party's campaign managers, strategists, media consultants, and pollsters--are in a funereal mood about Biden's chances to overtake Trump. Whit Ayres, a longtime Republican pollster who is critical of Trump, says out loud what most of these Democratic professionals will still say to reporters only under terms of anonymity. "If the Democrats persist in nominating Joe Biden," Ayres told me this week, "they are essentially ceding the presidency to Donald Trump."

By any measure, Trump is in a stronger position today than when he accepted his previous two presidential nominations. On the day Trump was first nominated, in July 2016, the national polling average maintained by the political website FiveThirtyEight showed him trailing the Democratic nominee, Hillary Rodham Clinton, by 2.5 percentage points. When President Trump accepted the GOP nomination again, in August 2020, that same average showed him trailing Biden by 8.4 percentage points.

John Hendrickson: Biden isn't listening

Today, FiveThirtyEight shows Trump leading Biden by 2 percentage points. Yet that understates the extent of Trump's advantage, as operatives in both parties agree. The main reason is Trump's polling lead is greater than that margin in almost all of the swing states that will determine the election. The other reason is most of the other important measures in the polls are worse for Biden than his performance in the simple horse race against Trump. That indicates the difficulty Biden may face trying to expand his support enough to erase Trump's lead.

Biden's job-approval rating has been stuck at about 40 percent or less roughly since this time last year. Trump consistently leads Biden by double digits when voters are asked whom they trust more to handle the economy (with similar results for queries about immigration and crime). And in multiple polls, big majorities say they consider the nation on the wrong track, and believe that Biden's agenda has left the country worse off.

These trends place Biden closer to the recent presidents who lost reelection than those who won a second term. The defeated incumbents include Jimmy Carter in 1980, George H. W. Bush in 1992, and Trump himself in 2020. Looking across that history, the longtime GOP pollster Bill McInturff said to me that "every conventional polling standard tells us Joe Biden is going to lose."

Beyond these downbeat views of his record, Biden faces bleak assessments of his personal capacity. The most obvious problem is the consistent polling finding that a majority of voters believe he lacks the mental and physical ability to do the job now, let alone for another four years. But Biden is also struggling on other measures that derive from this central concern. In a CBS/YouGov poll released earlier this month, just 28 percent of voters described Biden as tough and only 18 percent called him energetic; for Trump, the comparable numbers were 65 percent in each case. And that survey was taken before Trump's defiant response to being shot on Saturday.

That searing event may serve as the bookend to last month's presidential debate in what has been a disastrous spell for Biden. The debate compounded existing concerns about Biden's weakness, then the assassination attempt reinforced perceptions of Trump's strength.

"You put a picture of Trump shaking his fist in the face of an assassin alongside a picture of Biden's blank stare in the debate, and there you have the choice," Ayres told me. Trump's critics in both parties fear that such a vivid contrast could validate Bill Clinton's famous maxim that, in American politics, "strong and wrong" usually beats "weak and right."

Against these headwinds, the Biden campaign maintains that it still can compete for all seven of the swing states across the Sun Belt and Rust Belt. But hardly any other professionals in either party believe that Biden can plausibly win Georgia or North Carolina in the Southeast; as for the southwestern battlegrounds of Arizona and Nevada, polls consistently show Trump leading there as well.

The dominant view among Democrats is that the most--perhaps the only--plausible path to stopping Trump runs through the industrial Midwest. If Biden sweeps Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin, and holds every other state that he won in 2020 by 2.5 points or more, he would reach exactly the 270 Electoral College votes he needs to win. (That arithmetic would also require Democrats to hold the District of Columbia, as well as the congressional district centered on Omaha, Nebraska, in one of the two states that award some of their electoral votes by district.)

Jen O'Malley Dillon, the Biden-campaign chair, claimed in a recent memo to staff that the Sun Belt states are still within reach, but she did acknowledge that winning the big three Rust Belt states was "the clearest pathway" to victory. As O'Malley Dillon noted, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin are each part of what I termed in 2009 the "blue wall." That referred to the 18 states that ultimately voted Democratic in all six presidential elections from 1992 through 2012.

Recent history offers Democrats some reasons for optimism about the Rust Belt battlegrounds. Trump won the 2016 election because he dislodged Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin from the blue wall by a combined 78,000 votes. But after Trump's unexpected breakthrough then, resistance to him has powered a substantial Democratic recovery in all three states. In 2018, Democrats won the governorship of those states; in 2020, Biden won them all fairly comfortably; and in the 2022 midterms, the Democrats swept the three governorships again--in each instance, by wider margins than Biden's victory two years earlier.

Biden's position is relatively stronger in these three Rust Belt battlegrounds than in the four Sun Belt ones largely because of the surprising racial inversion shaping the two parties' coalitions this year. Compared with 2020, Biden's support has eroded considerably more among nonwhite than white voters and more among younger than older voters (trends that his campaign says have persisted after the debate in its own polling). That shift has left the president facing a tougher climb in the younger and more racially diverse Sun Belt states than in the older, less diverse industrial ones--a head-spinning reversal for strategists of both parties.

Reinforcing the Biden campaign's imperative of focusing on the Rust Belt is the fact that the minority population there is concentrated among Black voters. Democrats believe they have a better chance of reversing Trump's early inroads with this demographic group than with the Hispanic voters more plentiful in the southwestern states.

Biden usually runs better in Wisconsin than in any other swing state. As for Michigan, Adrian Hemond, a consultant for Democrats and progressive causes, told me, "You can't feel great about it, but you certainly can't feel like all is lost." Of the three states, Biden is performing most poorly in the one with the most electoral votes: his original home state of Pennsylvania. But if Biden can't sweep all three former blue-wall states, every other path forward for him is rocky.

The Biden campaign's message to legions of distraught Democrats comes down to one word: wait. The core of its case for recovery is that Biden will revive when, in the final weeks of the election, voters fully weigh reelecting Trump.

"We know that the election for many voters is still not clearly defined as a choice between Biden and Trump," Dan Kanninen, the Biden campaign's battleground-states director, told me this week. "Once we do define that choice on the issues--on the record of Joe Biden, on values, on what Donald Trump represents--we move voters to our camp. We know the voters whom we have to win back favor us quite a bit more on all those fronts."

Mark Leibovich: Ruth Bader Biden

Moreover, Kanninen said, Biden has spent months building a grassroots organization to deliver that message in the swing states, while Trump and the GOP are now scrambling to catch up (with a big financial assist from Elon Musk). "When those core issues are front and center for voters, with an apparatus in these states," Kanninen told me, "and with trusted messengers that can drive that home to voters, that's how you win."

Biden advisers maintain that he is still well positioned because so many of the voters who have moved away from him since 2020 are from traditionally Democratic-leaning constituencies--particularly younger, Black, and Latino voters. "The people who are still making up their minds in this election--and there are enough of them in the key battleground states that the president can win--do not like Donald Trump," Molly Murphy, one of Biden's pollsters, told me. "They have deep concerns about him. Those double dislikers feel much more intensely negative toward Trump than toward the president. That is why this is not yet settled."

Few outside Trump's own campaign would dispute that resistance to the former president remains substantial, with most voters viewing him unfavorably, many considering him a threat to democracy, and crucial elements of his agenda and record--such as extending his 2017 tax cuts for the rich and corporations, and overturning Roe v. Wade--remaining unpopular.

Even so, many operatives in both parties consider it wishful thinking--"delusional," Ayres said--to believe that Biden's standing in the polls will inevitably rise as voters focus more on Trump. Strategists in both parties believe that the doubts about Biden's capacity will prevent him from shifting voters' attention solely to Trump.

If anything, the comparison between the two tends to benefit Trump: Retrospective assessments of his job performance now typically exceed his highest ratings during his actual presidency. That may be because voters are reconsidering Trump primarily on the issues that cause them the most discontent with the current president--inflation, the border, and crime--rather than on other aspects of Trump's tenure they disliked at the time. Although Biden has virtually monopolized TV ad-buying across the swing states all year, a new survey released this week showed that Trump's retrospective job approval was now at least 7 points higher than Biden's current one in all of them. That is a formidable advantage.

Tresa Undem, a pollster for progressive groups and causes, points to a further flaw in the strategy of framing the race as a referendum on Trump: It requires Biden to drive home a cogent negative message--something that he has shown little consistent ability to do. "Biden's problem is that polling for months and months shows that he has zero room for error just to have a shot at winning," Undem told me. "That's where the ability to campaign effectively becomes a real issue--articulating one's record, one's vision for the future, and the threat in clear, inspiring, and convincing ways. Is he up for that?"

Like many other worried Democrats, she fears the answer is no. That's why Undem, along with the great majority of Democratic strategists and donors I've spoken with since the debate, desperately wants the party to replace Biden with another nominee, probably Vice President Kamala Harris. Yet no clear consensus to replace Biden has emerged among Democratic voters, elected officials, or interest groups.

The movement to replace Biden seems to wax and wane on an almost hourly basis. Yesterday, Representative Adam Schiff, who is running for a U.S. Senate seat in California, provided new momentum when he called on Biden to withdraw; late in the day, ABC's Jonathan Karl reported that Senate Democratic leader Chuck Schumer had privately urged Biden to step aside in a meeting last weekend. But the president still appears dug in. And Biden's allies are pushing forward with a plan to short-circuit opposition by holding an online roll-call vote of delegates to renominate him before the Democratic convention opens in Chicago on August 19--though yesterday they backed away from the accelerated timetable first proposed. More twists seem inevitable before Biden's fate as leader is settled.

The implications of a Trump victory extend far beyond a second White House term. If a decisive Trump win in November also delivers an unassailable Senate majority, that could reshape American life and the underpinnings of our constitutional democracy long after 2028.

Democrats this year are defending three Senate seats in states Trump is virtually certain to win (West Virginia, Montana, and Ohio); five more seats in swing states where Biden now trails (Arizona, Nevada, Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin); and several other seats in blue-leaning states where the presidential contest looks unexpectedly close (including New Mexico and New Jersey).

Democrats have been reassured by polls showing that their Senate candidates are ahead in almost all of those states (except for West Virginia and, intermittently, Montana). Far from clear, though, is whether Democrats can maintain those advantages if Biden loses badly: In 2016 and 2020, just one Senate candidate, out of 69 races, won in a state that favored the other party's presidential candidate.

Concern is growing among Democrats that Republicans will show up in droves to support Trump after he was nearly assassinated last weekend, whereas Democratic-leaning younger and nonwhite voters may feel too dispirited by Biden's struggles to do the same. Resistance to Trump did spur big turnout in Democratic constituencies for the 2018, 2020, and 2022 elections (defying predictions of a "red wave" in the latter case). But Undem speaks for many Democrats when she questions whether hostility toward Trump will sufficiently offset disillusionment with Biden. "I keep wondering: Will people vote 100 percent against someone and zero percent for someone?" she told me. "Maybe if the threat becomes big enough, but it seems pretty dang hard."

If a turnout edge does develop for Republicans, many of the Democratic senators now leading in swing states where Biden is trailing could also fall short. The consequences of such a surge cannot be overstated. It could allow Republicans to establish a majority in the Senate that would prove insuperable for Democrats until at least 2030 (because very few Republican-held Senate seats will be vulnerable to Democrats in the cycles before then).

Roge Karma: It wasn't just the debate

With Trump back in the White House, a sustained Senate majority would give the GOP more than enough time to nominate and confirm much younger replacements for Supreme Court Justices Samuel Alito and Clarence Thomas, both of whom are in their mid-70s. That could lock in a conservative majority on the Court until as late as 2050.

These are among the very high stakes that Biden and Democratic leaders are gambling with as the president insists, despite his obvious vulnerability, that he remains the best hope of preventing a second Trump presidency. As for Trump, such a restoration, which seemed inconceivable in the days after the January 6 insurrection, moves a step closer tonight with his address to a jubilant Republican National Convention.
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J. D. Vance's Permanent Grin

The Republican vice-presidential candidate's MAGA transformation is complete.

by John Hendrickson




J. D. Vance's speech at the Republican National Convention completed his transformation from Never Trumper to Trump's MAGA torchbearer.

Vance dutifully spent his first five minutes praising the GOP leader sitting in front of him. "Consider the lies they told you about Donald Trump," he told the crowd. "And then look at that photo of him, defiant fist in the air."

When he turned to policy, he sounded especially Trumpian. Under the Trump-Vance administration, he said, "When we allow newcomers into our American family, we allow them on our terms." He spoke of preserving "the continuity of this project," of reopening factories and making products "with the hands of American workers." He blamed the country's real-estate woes on the "millions of illegal aliens" Democrats had "flooded" into the United States. Citizens, he said, "had to compete with people who shouldn't even be here for precious housing."

The crowd loved it: Through it all, the floor of delegates and thousands of attendees cycled through chants of approval, from "U-S-A!" to "Drill, baby, drill!" to "Joe must go!"

The response to his speech reflected an overall excitement about Vance at the convention this week. In my conversations with party leaders, delegates, strategists, and operatives, I heard enthusiasm for Vance's youth and his potential to attract Rust Belt voters. That Vance once referred to Trump as "cultural heroin" isn't seen as a liability. Some Vance supporters even try to spin it as a redemption tale: Vance was a doubter; now he's a believer. 



Many Republicans seem enamored with Vance's life story: He grew up poor in Middletown, Ohio, joined the Marines, then earned degrees from Ohio State and Yale Law School. Plus he's only 39. "Very, very smart, remarkable entrepreneur, great background in middle America," Newt Gingrich told me of Vance while posing for selfies on the convention floor. "It will be fascinating to watch him debate Kamala." Former House Speaker Kevin McCarthy told me that Trump had made "a great pick" in selecting the Ohio senator. "He's going to be able to go into areas in Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, and Michigan that normally don't vote for Republicans, and when people get to know his life story, I think it's going to resonate pretty well," McCarthy said. Bruce LeVell, a longtime Trump ally and a 2024 Georgia delegate, said, "We need that youth!"

Read: Silicon Valley got their guy

At a panel this morning hosted by the University of Chicago Institute of Politics and The Cook Political Report, the Trump pollster Tony Fabrizio touched on Vance's impact on the race. He said that Trump's easiest path to 270 electoral votes is to win every state he won in 2020, plus Georgia and Pennsylvania. Vance, he predicted, would appeal to blue-collar voters. As proof, he pointed to the way the Teamsters president, Sean O'Brien, had praised Vance during his fiery RNC speech on Monday night. Without holding the "blue wall" of Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Ohio, Biden cannot win this election. Trump's team is ready to exploit this weakness. "You will see J. D. Vance planted in Rust Belt states very heavily between now and election day," Fabrizio said. As it happens, Trump and Vance are already scheduled to appear at a rally in Grand Rapids, Michigan, this coming Saturday.


A Trump-campaign sign with 'VANCE' handwritten on it at the RNC (Joseph Rushmore for The Atlantic)



But for all his political assets, Vance has one huge mark in his record: his history of criticizing Trump. Most of the Republicans I spoke with were diplomatic about Vance's political evolution. "I think, like so many other people, he formulated his opinion based on what people told him--not on what he actually observed," Ben Carson, who served as Trump's secretary of Housing and Urban Development, told me.

Charlie Kirk, the founder of Turning Point USA and Turning Point Action, pushed back on my assertion that Vance had made a heel turn. "His values did not transform--his opinion of Trump did," Kirk argued to me this morning. (He was wearing a T-shirt splashed with a photo of Trump's raised fist above the phrase NEVER SURRENDER.) Kirk told me that Vance was "shocked" when, earlier this year, his name began popping up as a potential vice president. He considers Vance a personal friend. Kirk also played a role in Vance's rise within Trumpworld, boosting him on social media and in real life. Last month, Vance unsubtly made his vice-presidential pitch at Turning Point's People's convention in Detroit. Kirk had his back. "When I first spoke to President Trump, I said, 'You know, [Vance] said bad stuff about you in 2016.' He's like, 'I know.' I said, 'That's why you should choose him.'" Kirk's logic was that seeing someone like Vance come around to the former president might convince the millions of Trump skeptics out there to follow his lead.

Tom Nichols: The moral collapse of J. D. Vance

The most charitable interpretation of Vance's switch is that he came away impressed with Trump's first term. But some Republicans I spoke with acknowledged the pragmatic politics of the situation. Tiffany Folk, an election commissioner in Seneca County, New York, and an alternate delegate, told me she believes that Vance "absolutely" detected the political winds shifting toward MAGA. "I think he saw something in Trump that we all at some point in our lives see in Trump," Folk said. "When you really see our party, there's no other option right now," she said.

Vance has looked elated all week. On Monday afternoon, not long after he became a made man, Vance waded through a mob of delegates on the convention floor, shaking hands and smiling ear-to-ear. Some delegates had hastily scribbled VANCE below Trump's name on their white campaign signs. The attention he drew seemed to grow by the hour. On Tuesday, I saw Vance hustling through the Fiserv Forum's 100-level corridors flanked by about 20 Secret Service agents, plus officers in full tactical gear. A few dozen Vance fans waited outside the satellite Newsmax studio where the potential VP was doing a midday interview. When Vance emerged, they called out to him like he was a Beatle: J. D! J. D.! He waved and nodded, then darted down the hall, surrounded by his entourage, a permanent grin on his face.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2024/07/jd-vance-republican-convention/679071/?utm_source=feed



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



I Thought I Understood the GOP. I Was Wrong.

The Ohio Republican Party has been remade in the image of native son J. D. Vance.

by Stuart Stevens




What happened to the Ohio GOP? For generations, it was the epitome of a sane, high-functioning party with a boringly predictable pro-business sentiment that seemed to perfectly fit the state. Today, it has been remade in the image of native son J. D. Vance, the first vice-presidential candidate to sanction coup-plotting against the U.S. government.

In a speech to the Republican National Convention tonight that was virtually devoid of policy, he railed against corrupt elites and pledged his fealty to the man he once compared to heroin, suggesting that the American experiment depended on former President Donald Trump's election.

But don't make the mistake of thinking this transformation was the result of a hostile takeover; that implies there was a fight. The truth is that the old guard surrendered to forces contrary to what it had espoused as lifelong values.

Ohio was the home of Standard Oil, Dow Chemical, Goodyear Tires, and Procter and Gamble. Garrett Morgan, a co-founder of the Cleveland Association of Colored Men, devised an early version of the stoplight, a symbol of a state that thrived on normalcy. The Wright brothers invented the airplane in Dayton.

The Taft family defined the Ohio Republican Party. Cincinnati-born President William Howard Taft went to Yale, belonged to Skull and Bones, and was anointed by Theodore Roosevelt to succeed him. He trounced the populist William Jennings Bryan. His son Robert was "Mr. Republican," a senator from 1939 until his death, in 1953. His son Robert Jr. followed him to the Senate. His son Robert III was Ohio governor from 1999 to 2007. That's a 100-year run of one family dominating the state Republican Party. There's nothing else like it in American politics. You could argue that this dynasticism was stifling, but you could also say that it was the result of a desire for stability above all else.

David A. Graham: The next Republican leader

I first worked in Ohio for then-Representative John Kasich of Columbus. His parents were killed by a drunk driver in 1987 while leaving a Burger King. The son of a mailman, in Congress he became a powerful member of the House Budget Committee and voted for the assault-weapons ban and NAFTA. He was solid, funny, normal. Once, we sat around in his small house in a very middle-class neighborhood and listened to his impressive rock-record collection. He loved Creedence Clearwater's "Fortunate Son," embracing it as the anthem to his American story. He'd join in on the line "I'm no senator's son," laughing with joyous pride. We parted ways in 2000 when he ran for president, and I moved to Austin to work for George W. Bush, grandson of a senator and son of a president. Kasich lost that race but went on to serve two terms as Ohio's governor, from 2011 to 2019.

Later, I worked for Rob Portman, who embodied the Republican establishment in Ohio and nationally. A congressman from Cincinnati, he directed the Office of Management and Budget under George W. Bush, and was elected to the Senate in 2010. In vice-presidential-debate prep sessions that I moderated for Dick Cheney, he played Joe Lieberman and John Edwards, and later Barack Obama for Mitt Romney's presidential-debate preps. As Bush's trade representative, he opposed tariffs and promoted NAFTA. He founded the Senate Ukraine Caucus and traveled to Ukraine frequently. I've visited Ukrainian American clubs with him, and felt the passion he has for a country fighting for its freedom.

In the 2000 and 2004 Bush campaigns, I focused on Ohio, which we narrowly won both times. And I focused on the state again in Romney's 2012 campaign, when we lost it by three points. I assumed that the Ohio Republican Party would continue along a Kasich-Portman trajectory that valued reasonable, conservative governing, a process that by definition demands compromise. I was wrong.

When Kasich ran in the Republican presidential primary in 2016, he did win Ohio; it was the only state he won. Once most of the leading Ohio Republicans chose to accommodate Donald Trump, ordinary voters soon followed, delivering him the state in the 2016 general election and again in 2020 by large margins. No one thinks Trump needs Vance to repeat his victory in November; the former president didn't choose Vance to appeal to some new or contested constituency. Vance is Trump's instrument to fundamentally alter American society. He is Project 2025 personified, and has the intellectual and verbal skills to defend it far better than Trump. He's argued against no-fault divorce and has implied that women should be required to carry pregnancies to term even in cases of rape or incest. He's said he doesn't "really care what happens to Ukraine."

Given Kasich's son-of-a-mailman ethos and Portman's substantive focus on serious policy, I have a difficult time imagining a political ticket more repugnant to them than Trump-Vance. But these onetime giants of the Ohio GOP have proved unable to steer their party, and now J. D. Vance is its face.

J. D. Vance: Opioid of the masses

Kasich put up the strongest resistance, but it was ineffective. He refused to support Trump when he won the nomination in 2016. In 2020, he endorsed Joe Biden. After Trump received a Department of Justice letter notifying him that he was a target in the January 6 investigation, Kasich urged his co-partisans "to stand up and say something. And I'd like to see the donors step up and help them. The problem we have now is many people don't want to make a winner; they want to be with a winner," Kasich said.

In 2016, Portman was running for reelection in the Senate and tried to stay away from Trump, kayaking Ohio rivers while the Republican convention was held in Cleveland. After the Access Hollywood tape came out, Portman announced that he would not support Trump but added, "I will be voting for Mike Pence for president." That was a head-scratcher. In 2020, he endorsed Trump. After January 6, he voted not to convict Trump in his Senate impeachment trial. And when Vance ran to replace Portman, the retiring senator remained neutral in the primary and then endorsed Vance.

Ohio Governor Mike DeWine, profiled two years ago in The Atlantic as "The Last of the Establishment Republicans," has avoided confrontation with Trump. He says he will "support the nominee" in 2024 (though he notes that he will focus his campaigning efforts on local races).

On one level, this is politics as usual. Supporting your party's nominee is not odd. Nor is staying out of a primary to replace you. Mitt Romney became the first senator in U.S. history to vote to convict a member of his party in the first impeachment trial, so Portman not voting to convict in the second was perfectly conventional, even if seven Republicans broke the other way. But it is precisely politics as usual that allowed the Trumpification of the Ohio GOP.

Could the trinity of Kasich-Portman-DeWine have saved the party if they'd persisted? We'll never know. But the emergence of J. D. Vance, the first Ohioan to be on a national ticket since John Bricker ran with Thomas Dewey in 1944, has a Guns of August feel: that of powerful players sliding into a war no one desired or imagined. The once staunchly midwestern, mainstream Ohio GOP has now given us the first vice-presidential nominee who has pledged not to follow the Constitution if it stands in the way of political victory.

As historians frequently observe, autocrats are skilled at using the tools and benefits of democracy to end democracy. In the preface to their brilliant How Democracies Die, the Harvard professors Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt wrote, "Blatant dictatorship--in the form of fascism, communism, or military rule--has disappeared across much of the world. Military coups and other violent seizures of power are rare. Most countries hold regular elections. Democracies still die, but by different means."

If 2024 becomes a turning point in America's slide from democracy to autocracy, the Ohio Republican Party will serve as a case study of how well-intentioned people let the legacy of the American experiment slip through their fingers.
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Biden Has Failed to Halt the Revolt

Congressional Democrats want a new nominee.

by Russell Berman




President Joe Biden has spent the past three weeks desperately trying to convince Democrats that he's still got what it takes to win reelection. He's campaigned more vigorously than he has in years, holding rallies, sitting for televised interviews, conducting an hour-long press conference, and pleading his case directly to members of Congress in phone calls and Zoom meetings.

It's not working.

Opposition to his candidacy is mounting as lawmakers see more and more polls showing Donald Trump ahead in swing states and tied or leading in states that Biden won comfortably in 2020. A majority of Democrats in the House and the Senate now believe that the party should nominate someone else, Representative Seth Moulton of Massachusetts told me--an assessment that two other Democrats offered to me separately on the condition of anonymity. Several people told me that their doubts about Biden's viability had only deepened in the weeks since the debate. And that was before the White House announced earlier this evening that the president had tested positive for COVID-19.

David Frum: Biden's heartbreaking press conference

Moulton is one of 21 congressional Democrats--20 in the House and one in the Senate--who have publicly called on Biden to end his campaign following his dismal debate performance last month. "I haven't seen anything from him or the campaign thus far that suggests they're turning this around," Moulton told me yesterday.

The attempted assassination of Trump on Saturday prompted some Democrats to hold off on coming out against Biden, multiple lawmakers and aides told me this week. But today, Representative Adam Schiff of California, a long-serving House Democrat running for the Senate, became the party's most prominent elected official to call for Biden's exit. Jonathan Karl of ABC News also reported that Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer told the president in a private conversation on Saturday that it would be better for the country if Biden abandoned his reelection bid. (A Schumer spokesperson dismissed the report as "idle speculation.")

"The trends are still bleak, and getting bleaker," Representative Mike Quigley, an Illinois Democrat who was one of the first to seek Biden's withdrawal, told me. "Almost two-thirds of Americans think he lacks the acuity to do this, and there's almost nothing he can do to change their minds. It just looks like he's trying very hard, which is hard to watch."

These Democrats are running out of time, and they have no clear plan to replace Biden, who has insisted that he won't drop out unless "the Lord Almighty" tells him to. They secured a minor victory today when the Democratic National Convention agreed to hold its "virtual roll call" to nominate Biden no earlier than August 1. Those in the replace-Biden camp insist, however, that he shouldn't be nominated until the party's convention, which begins on August 19.

The DNC had initially announced plans to nominate Biden before the convention as a way of ensuring that he would appear on the ballot in Ohio, which had an early ballot deadline. In May, the state's legislature pushed back the deadline, but the DNC is sticking with its plan, angering many Democrats.

"That is perilous," Representative Gerry Connolly of Virginia, a Democrat who has not called for Biden to step aside, told me today. Such a move to cut off debate over Biden's candidacy, he said, "would further depress enthusiasm and energy in the party, which we can ill afford right now." (The DNC says that Republicans could challenge Biden's place on the ballot if the party doesn't nominate him early.)

Connolly said that he had been planning to sign a widely circulated letter protesting the DNC's plans, until Schumer and House Minority Leader Hakeem Jeffries intervened to broker a temporary compromise with the DNC. The two leaders agreed "that an expedited timeline for the virtual roll call would not be prudent," according to a person familiar with their conversation, who described their call on the condition of anonymity.

Biden still has his share of supporters. His strongest post-debate backing has come from left-leaning lawmakers with whom he has occasionally sparred as president. Progressives such as Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont and Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez of New York are standing by him, as are many members of the Congressional Black Caucus.

"For me, there's no debate," Representative Haley Stevens of Michigan told me today, arguing that Biden remains the Democrat with the best chance to win. She warned about the risk of switching candidates after so much money has been spent to build a campaign around Biden in Michigan and other key states. "What does that look like? How do we operationally re-create a new campaign?" she asked. "Sometimes it looks too good. It looks too easy. Sometimes it looks like the grass is always greener on the other side."

Stevens said that Biden has won back some of her Democratic constituents with his campaign stops in recent weeks. Several voters who had called immediately after the debate to express their doubts about Biden, Stevens said, had since called back with a different message: I am sorry that I got so nervous and negative. I really appreciate your positivity.

Tyler Austin Harper: Believe your own eyes

The elected Democrats who want Biden to drop out describe no such conversions. Still, many remain torn about what to do. Their pressure campaign has yet to move the president, and some lawmakers worry that the criticism he's received from Democrats will ultimately hurt the party. "I'm not going to, at least at this juncture, create clips for the Republicans to use in the fall," one House Democrat, who wants Biden out but has yet to go public, told me.

For some, the choice is personal, even wrenching. Biden gave Connolly, who is now 74 and serving his eighth House term, his first job on Capitol Hill. Connolly worked for Biden on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee for a decade, writing speeches, drafting bills, shuttling with him between Delaware and Washington. "I'm not going to take a 45-year relationship and treat it like it doesn't matter. It does matter," Connolly told me, explaining why, despite his doubts about Biden's chances, he would not call for him to step aside.

"There are a lot of people, including me, that are worried for him," he said. "You're asking somebody who's clearly experiencing the fallout from aging to undertake a very rigorous assignment that has taken a toll on much younger, more robust individuals who preceded him."

Biden had hoped that the debate over his viability would be over by now. Early last week, momentum within the party seemed to be swinging in his favor, only for former Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi to restart the conversation by suggesting that Biden's decision to stay in the race was not final, despite his claims to the contrary. Then the shooting of Trump quieted the fervor again. But it is now rising once more. I asked Connolly whether he thought Biden would wind up the party's nominee after all. "I believe," he replied, "that question has not been resolved."
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America's Political Leaders Are Living in Fear

To hold public office in the United States today is to know that someone could try to kill you.

by McKay Coppins




When Jeff Flake woke Sunday morning to news of an attempted political assassination in America, his first thought was not again. 

The former Republican senator, who now serves as the U.S. ambassador to Turkey, has had a career haunted by violence. In 2011, his friend Gabby Giffords, a fellow Arizonan then serving in Congress, was shot in the head while talking to constituents outside a Tucson supermarket. A few years later, a gunman opened fire at a park in Virginia where Flake was practicing with other Republicans for the next day's congressional baseball game. Flake himself was not shot, but he still vividly remembers certain details from that day. Hiding in the dugout as he used a belt to apply a tourniquet to a wounded congressional aide. The sound of the gunshots. The blood on his clothes.

In a phone interview Sunday, Flake told me he couldn't get those memories out of his head as he watched and rewatched clips of the shooting at Donald Trump's rally in Butler, Pennsylvania, over the weekend. "That pop pop pop brought it back for me," Flake said.

In the days following the attempt on Trump's life, a wide range of leaders and pundits have responded with variations of the same line: "Political violence has no place in America." As an aspirational statement, it's a good one. But as a factual assertion, it's manifestly untrue. The Butler shooting fits an alarming pattern of violence targeting U.S. government officials, as my colleague David A. Graham recently detailed. To hold public office in America today is to know that people could very well try to kill you.

From the September 2017 issue: Jeff Flake's gamble

Political assassinations are hardly a new phenomenon, and anyone who has worked in a congressional office or governor's mansion can tell you about the protocols they're taught for dealing with death threats. But when Flake was starting his congressional career in the early 2000s, he used to tell his staff not to worry about such dangers. "I would cavalierly dismiss them and say, 'Suck it up, this comes with the job,'" he told me. That ended after Giffords was shot. He realized the threat was real, and not just for him but for his staff, his family, even his supporters. The tenor of our national politics--the heightened "temperature," to use the preferred metaphor of the moment--makes this reality hard to ignore. "I never take it lightly," he said.

The sheer number of close calls in recent years is similarly hard to ignore. For me, this fact was underscored as I looked back over the political figures I've profiled for this magazine and realized that a large share of them have been targeted for violence. There's Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh, who had a man planning to kill the judge show up outside his home in Maryland before turning himself into the police at the last minute. There's former Vice President Mike Pence, who had to be rushed from the U.S. Capitol Building by Secret Service on January 6, 2021, as a violent mob called for his hanging. There's Senator Mitt Romney, who narrowly escaped that same mob and went on to spend $5,000 a day on private security for his family.

It would be naive to think that this ever-lingering prospect of violence has no effect on the psychology of elected leaders. When Romney spoke to a hostile crowd at the Utah Republican Convention in 2021, he told me, he found himself wondering if he was safe. "There are deranged people among us," he said. And in Utah, "people carry guns ... It only takes one really disturbed person." When our political leaders live in fear of violence from their own constituents, isn't it only a matter of time before those fears start to influence governing decisions? Romney told me he personally spoke with Republicans in Congress who wanted to vote for Trump's impeachment and conviction after January 6, but who chose not to because they feared for their families' safety.

Tyler Austin Harper: A legendary American photograph

The enduring image from the most recent act of political violence in America is likely to be one of defiance--Trump, his face bloodied, his fist raised, bravely facing his supporters moments after bullets had flown at his head. Already, that image is shaping the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee. When the nominee appeared triumphantly in the Fiserv Forum on Monday night, a bandage over his right ear, delegates greeted him by raising their fists in solidarity.

But those performances of strength belie the undercurrent of fear many political leaders surely feel in this moment. Flake left elected office in 2019, and has spent the past three years overseas, where he tends to look at the plague of U.S. political violence through a global lens. (He recently announced that he would leave his post in September.) "I was just talking to Turkish friends today--this is not what they expect from the United States," he told me. "There's a real sorrow. They can't look to the U.S. as this stable democracy that rights itself. They're hoping that it will, but boy, it's tough right now."
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Cancel the Foreign-Policy Apocalypse

A second Trump term probably wouldn't change U.S. foreign policy all that much.

by Eliot A. Cohen




Donald Trump will likely become president again come January 20, 2025. The drama of an aging and diminishing President Joe Biden clinging to office despite the despair of Democrats who can read their candidate's prospects clearly is not without its Shakespearean elements. As Regan says of King Lear, "He hath ever but slenderly known himself." Like many a tragedy, Biden's choice and its consequences were eminently foreseeable.

But if Trump is destined for a second term, it then falls upon us unapologetic and unrepentant never-Trumpers to think about the consequences of one of the most remarkable comebacks in American political history. The gravest concerns are domestic: Will Trump attempt to unleash the FBI and IRS on political opponents, or as he might think of them, enemies? Will he tamper with civil liberties, or undermine institutions, or sow so much bitterness and acrimony that the United States will face years of worsening partisan strife and violence?

I will leave those questions to people more qualified to answer them, choosing instead to reflect on the other side of presidential activity, foreign policy. And here, as hard as I find it to admit, it is possible that things may be less bad than they seem. Despite the warnings, a second Trump term may not be a riot of alliance-shattering isolationism, bellicose warmongering, or catastrophically stupid diplomacy.

Tim Alberta: Trump is planning for a landslide win

Begin with the Republican platform, which is not so much binding for Trump as it is a reflection of his priorities. It starts with a celebration of 20th-century victories over Nazism and Communism, but also features a robust effort to stop illegal immigration; a commitment to military strength; a promise to reinforce American alliances, particularly, but not exclusively, in the Indo-Pacific; support for Israel; and protection of U.S. infrastructure against "malign influences of Countries that stand against us around the World."

Setting aside the random capitalization of nouns, an illiterate twitch now pervasive in official and personal documents of all kinds, it is boilerplate, and not especially scary boilerplate at that. It has an edge, but it is not an isolationist pronunciamento.

One of the deeper truths about American foreign policy, rejected every four years by Democrats and Republicans alike, is that it has much more continuity to it than rupture. Tariffs and supply-chain protection? The Biden administration has already gone down that path. Preoccupation with China and serious efforts to build up alliances and partnerships to contain and balance its growing power? Policies initiated in the first Trump administration have extended into the Biden years. A commitment to Israel and an interest in cementing relationships in the Persian Gulf? Same thing. A desire to disentangle ourselves from the Middle East and Afghanistan? That wish was shared by Obama, Trump I, and Biden.

The biggest potential outlier on this list of commitments is Europe, and specifically NATO. But the Biden administration's willingness to arm Ukraine and allow it the full exercise of the military potential that we and others have too slowly and stintingly provided has been limited. Quietly, Biden-administration officials have made clear that they are providing enough to keep Ukraine afloat but not enough to let it win in any meaningful sense of the word, and that they prefer it that way. George W. Bush or Ronald Reagan would probably have behaved very differently, but they are not in office. Trump is less dissimilar from this administration than either he or Biden would prefer to have Americans believe.

Even Senator J. D. Vance--the Republican vice-presidential candidate, who has been particularly callous and obtuse about Ukraine--has conceded that it would not be in America's interest to let Russia occupy the country, and that the U.S. should guarantee Ukraine's independence. What his views of Russia will be if he begins getting intelligence briefings and contemplates the consequences of American abandonment of Kyiv are unknown--he is, as we have learned, extraordinarily flexible in his choice of unalterable principles and consequent moral and political judgments.

A $60 billion aid package to Ukraine went through with the support of a MAGA House speaker, Mike Johnson. More important, it went through with the acquiescence of Donald Trump. Republicans who voted in favor of it did not pay a domestic price, and although Lenin's term useful idiots applies to some prominent right-wing commentators, there is no sign, yet, that a second Trump administration would simply dump Ukraine and exit NATO. What it would do, unquestionably, is put more pressure on European states to dramatically increase their defense spending. That is in no way a bad thing, and indeed, the prospect of Trump's return seems to have had some good effects in that direction.

From the May 2017 issue: The brilliant incoherence of Trump's foreign policy

Hand-wringing about the likely absence of "adults in the room" may also be misplaced. Trump, new to government and probably shocked at his 2016 win, selected generals and experts--James Mattis, Rex Tillerson, H. R. McMaster, John Kelly, John Bolton, among others--to steer his foreign policy. They secretly and sometimes not-so-secretly despised him, and he came to loathe them as well. He will not choose their like again. The question is whether he goes instead for some of the marginal figures in his camp, such as the disgraced and dotty Michael Flynn, or for political figures like Senator Tom Cotton and former Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. If the former, serious trouble awaits. If the latter, something much more normal lies ahead, not least because such experienced politicians who have known Trump for years and have considerably better personal skill at dealing with him than technocrats or soldiers are likely to steer a more typical course.

Foreign leaders, too, will be better prepared. Mark Rutte, the new secretary-general of NATO, has been adroit in avoiding any criticism of Trump. He may well have been chosen for possessing the combination of Dutch bluntness and diplomatic skill needed to establish rapport with him. Other countries managed Trump's first term quite well. The Poles, whose proposal of a Fort Trump was reluctantly turned down by the administration, nonetheless secured an agreement in 2020 for the deployment of thousands of American troops. The Japanese did a similarly good job of managing the erratic president. And the Ukrainians can do the same. They would be well advised to send General Kyrylo Budanov, the head of military intelligence, to meet with Trump--who, as he often says, likes a killer.

Trump and the Republicans around him have visceral preferences and views, but not necessarily firm policy lines. Too much of policy consists of reactions to events. It would be a mistake to think that Vance, the firmest neo-isolationist in Trump's circle, would necessarily have an outsize voice. He, after all, is a neophyte to this level of government, and he has not been chosen for his willingness to tell the boss things Trump does not already believe. Rather the reverse, in fact. Moreover, in the nature of things, a brisk young vice president who will undoubtedly think of himself as a crown prince to a man in his 80s will soon incur his suspicion and even hostility. Trump has probably never read Henry IV's dying rebuke of Prince Hal--"O foolish youth, Thou seek'st the greatness that will overwhelm thee"--but he will come to recognize the sentiment.

Which brings us to the man himself. During second terms, most presidents have an eye on the judgments of history, and that does not incline them to wildness. The most inveterate Trump opponents have to admit that his intimate encounter with mortality did not immediately produce venom or incitement, but instead, a kind of Trumpian grace. We do not know how it will affect his worldview, and although no one should expect it to turn him into a statesman, it may very well moderate a man who stands on the verge of an astonishing personal as well as political victory. That verge may turn out, for the rest of us, to be a precipice. But honesty compels me to admit that it may not, and to contemplate the possibility of that rarest commodity in contemporary politics, modestly good news.
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Fighting Talk From Republicans

Beneath ritual statements of comity and consensus, the underlying message was <em>Get behind Trump</em>.

by Elaine Godfrey




For a snapshot of our present political moment, imagine this: a 70-something woman in a bright-red sweater bobbing around a sticky dance floor at a bar in downtown Milwaukee. Thanks to the rain last night, the Jamboree at the RNC, the official celebration party on the first night of the Republican National Convention, was mostly empty. Still, DJ Milk N Cooks was in the corner, pumping out beats, and there was Susan, dancing with abandon, glittering flag earrings dangling from her ears. She'd come all the way from Texas as a guest of a convention attendee, she told me, and she was so happy. She'd been confident in the GOP candidate before, but now she knew: Trump had survived and would go on to win.

"If you didn't believe in miracles before, now you do," Susan, who declined to share her last name, told me. And if you didn't believe in Trump? I asked, continuing the thought. "Now you do," she said.

The word unity has been thrown around a lot at the convention in Wisconsin this week. After the shooting at his rally in Pennsylvania on Saturday night, Trump said he'd be rewriting his Thursday speech to focus on unity. Ambassador Nikki Haley, who wasn't originally invited to speak at the convention, is now getting top billing for tonight's program, in what appears to be a conciliatory gesture to the moderate wing of the party. Per the Trump loyalist Vivek Ramaswamy, Republicans "actually want national unity. Not some fake version, but the real thing." These appeals for national comity did, now and again, seem to have a coercive edge.

John Hendrickson: 'Everything is in place now'

After the attack on Trump, which left him with a bandaged ear but also resulted in a death and two serious injuries at the Pennsylvania rally, many convention attendees are calling for national togetherness. It's a miracle that Trump survived the shooting, they say, and it's time for all of America to stand together in the face of "evil," as Trump called it. But what Republicans really seem to mean is that all of America now needs to stand together behind Trump.

This year's convention is a mishmash of events occurring not only at the Fiserv Forum arena but also throughout Milwaukee's downtown area, with each evening featuring a roster of brand-name GOP speakers. Yesterday, a series of welcome breakfasts and a screening of the new Dennis Quaid and Jon Voight movie, Reagan, preceded the evening's events. People enjoyed themselves at a restaurant near the arena sponsored by CNN and Politico and, on the upper levels of the arena, drank cans of Spotted Cow, confident that the combination of Trump's aging opponent and the former president's own new status as a heroic survivor of political violence would ensure that he glides back into the White House in January.

Every national GOP convention intends to bring Republicans closer together. The occasion is supposed to provide an opportunity to look past differences, showcase new party talent, and just generally have a good time. "But this is a time where I think the message is 'unity for the whole U.S.,'" Linda Ivell, a GOP activist from Bradenton, Florida, told me. Trump's candidacy "is not just for Republicans. It's for Democrats who've been abused too. It's more of a common good for the country than a Democrat-Republican thing."

Trump's supporters know an act of God when they see one. How could you not interpret Trump's survival as a miracle--and an indication of the kind of messianic leader he is meant to be? "There isn't anybody that couldn't think there was divine intervention. Because, less than five inches, the man would've been dead or brain-dead," AJ Janson, an alternate delegate and a former state committeewoman from Sarasota County, Florida, told me in between speakers last night. "But he was saved by a little nod of the head at the right time." At this point, Trump has been impeached twice, prosecuted, and shot at. "He is truly an American hero, and we all have to stand behind him," Janson said.

David A. Graham: The next Republican leader

Republicans believe that Trump's brush with death has sent some new voters their way. His response to the shooting--to stand up, ear bloodied, and raise his fist--demonstrated true courage, they argue. Could Biden have done that? they ask. The assassination attempt "has caused everybody, or maybe most people, to reevaluate their positions," Tom Trocine, a bearded Orlando man wearing camo Crocs, told me. "I know a bunch of independents, a bunch of libertarian people who were on the fence," he added. "And now they are saying things that I hadn't heard them say before"--that the Trump hatred had gone too far, that Trump deserved a second look.

The problem is that, so far, the convention's speakers have not ratcheted down their rhetoric. Last night's lineup included Senator Ron Johnson of Wisconsin, who called the Democratic Party a "clear and present danger," and Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene of Georgia, who delivered a speech slamming undocumented immigrants and trans people and followed it with an interview accusing Democrats of murder.

At 9 p.m., after most of the speakers had finished, Trump made his first public appearance since the shooting, walking into the arena like a gladiator to battle, a white gauze bandage covering his injured ear. The Fiserv Forum erupted in cheers that rattled the stands. Unity was achieved--at least inside the arena. As Trump once again raised a fist, the delegates and attendees all returned the gesture, chanting "Fight! Fight! Fight!"
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'Everything Is in Place Now'

The mood at the Republican National Convention has been oddly serene.

by John Hendrickson


Attendees on the first day of the Republican National Convention (Joseph Rushmore for The Atlantic)



Republicans opened their national convention with a surprising sense of serenity. Wandering the floor last night at Fiserv Forum, in Milwaukee, I heard nothing about the key theme of Donald Trump's reelection campaign--retribution. People swayed and sang along to a live rendition of Lee Greenwood's "God Bless the U.S.A." as Trump, a white bandage affixed to his ear, 48 hours after surviving an assassination attempt, held court next to his just-announced running mate, J. D. Vance.

Tim Alberta: 'What the heck just happened?'

"Everything is in place now," Cindy Siddoway, the Idaho GOP national committeewoman, told me. "People are enthusiastic. It's been kind of a tragic week, so this is kind of a high point."

It was a stark juxtaposition with eight years ago, when Trump first took control of the Republican Party in Cleveland. Back then, he was an insurgent set on destruction, and the convention had a darkness to it. The GOP was fixated on twin bogeymen: the outgoing first Black president and his possible successor, the potential first woman president. But now that Republicans are going up against a frail 81-year-old incumbent who is trailing Trump in every swing state, the vibe has shifted.

Republicans I spoke with yesterday painted Joe Biden not so much as a seismic threat to their identity (like Barack Obama and Hillary Clinton) but as a weak opponent with bad policies whom they will crush without great difficulty. In my conversations, I still heard warnings that a second Biden term would "destroy" America and turn it into any number of synonyms for hellscape. But when I asked Republicans what they actually thought would happen if Biden won this fall, I didn't hear many QAnon-style conspiracies. Unlike in 2016, and unlike on the Democratic side in 2024, members of the rank and file seem fairly relaxed and focused on quotidian, not existential, electoral issues.



This election will come down to a handful of swing states. In 2020, Georgia played a pivotal role in Biden's Electoral College victory. Today, Biden is running about four points behind Trump in the state, and many observers believe that Republicans will easily flip it back to red this fall. I spoke with several Georgia delegates over the course of a few hours last night.

Rey Martinez, a Georgia state representative from the One Hundred and Eleventh District, told me that he'd immigrated to the United States from Cuba, and that his wife came from Chile. I asked him if Trump's racist rhetoric against Mexicans, Venezuelans, and other members of the Latino community bothered him. No, he said; his primary focus was on more traditional campaign issues. Latinos, Martinez offered, are just like any other American voting bloc, in that they're looking for lower inflation, better schools, and religious freedom. Voters like him and his wife, he said, earnestly believe in the American dream. Inflation has hindered their progress.

"A lot of Hispanics that I represent in Georgia are business owners--they own taquerias; they own Mexican restaurants," Martinez told me. "What happens when the price of oil goes up?" Inflation "has really killed us," he said. Another Georgia delegate, an 85-year-old named Alton Russell, told me that inflation and American energy independence are among his biggest concerns. "Biden will tell you that Trump is telling a lie," he said. "But I know, in 2020 I was paying $1.85 a gallon for gas in Columbus, Georgia, where I live. It's $3.30 now. You can't tell me that that ain't got something to do with Biden being president."

Read: The Trump national convention

Down in the lobby, I spotted Matt Schlapp, the chair of the American Conservative Union, the organization behind the annual Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) and its spin-offs around the world. Schlapp is a close ally of Trump's and served as a strategist in George W. Bush's administration. "I think the Democrats have very intentionally tried to vilify Trump and his supporters," Schlapp told me--a failing strategy. "This is not a serious way to contend for the presidency," he said. "I think they overplayed their hand. I think it was stupid."

Some Democrats had naively hoped that January 6 would be "the final straw" on Trump for many Republicans. Last night, several attendees I spoke with rejected the idea that the storming of the Capitol was a violent attack at all, or that it should be deemed an insurrection. But even those who were sober-minded about that day seem to be sticking with Trump in 2024. Tim Lang, a New Hampshire state senator, told me that he had participated in New Hampshire events with former Vice President Mike Pence before Pence dropped out of the Republican primary race, and in that time, they had developed a friendship. I asked Lang if he had ever spoken with Pence about January 6--when a Trump-induced mob erected a gallows and sought to hang the then-vice president outside the Capitol. Yes, they had; he said he admired Pence's courage, and that he thought Pence did the right thing in certifying the election results.

I asked Lang, who still considers Pence a friend, how he himself can support Trump, knowing what happened. "The thing about the Republican Party is we're a 'big tent' party," he said. He smiled. In no time, he, too, was talking about kitchen-table issues such as the economy, inflation, interest rates, and home costs--palatable, even mundane, talking points.

Perhaps the RNC's overall relaxed atmosphere can be attributed to the fact that Trump is comfortably ahead of Biden. The president has been doing more interviews and events, including a one-on-one with NBC's Lester Holt last night, but he hasn't been able to reverse his position in the race or fully stymie questions about his acuity. Trump, meanwhile, just survived an assassination attempt with a raised fist. Fair or not, he appears strong, while Biden appears weak. And Democratic cries of 2024 potentially being "the last election" seem to be going nowhere.

Pete Hoekstra, the chair of the Michigan GOP (as well as a former congressman and Trump's former ambassador to the Netherlands) batted away the idea that democracy is on the ballot this fall. "We're having an election," Hoekstra told me matter-of-factly. "We will decide who's the next president by and through an election." Attempts at sweeping rhetoric, he suggested, were proof that Democrats didn't have foreign-policy or economic successes to highlight. "I find it a great attempt to transfer and morph the agenda to something that you can't measure," he said. Trump is on track to win Hoekstra's state of Michigan--a building block of Biden's "blue wall" in the upper Midwest. Hoekstra, like everyone else I spoke with, seemed at ease.
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Believe Your Own Eyes

Joe Biden's defenders want the American people to ignore their own observations, and common sense.

by Tyler Austin Harper




Last night, NBC aired an interview that Lester Holt conducted with Joe Biden, the most recent in a series of unscripted events designed to ease voters' worries after the president's disastrous June 27 debate. It is hard to imagine this latest performance doing that. Biden was defensive and rambling. When Holt asked how he could be sure there wouldn't be a future repeat of his debate "episode," the president at first looked confused, asking, "What happened?" and then let out an indecipherable noise before claiming no such repeat would occur.

This was only Biden's latest less-than-confidence-inspiring public appearance. During an interview with ABC's George Stephanopoulos on July 3--also defensive, also rambling--Biden said "I don't think I did" watch his own debate. During last week's NATO summit, he initially introduced Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky as "President Putin" and later referred to Kamala Harris as "Vice President Trump." On Sunday night, the president delivered an Oval Office address in response to the failed assassination attempt against Donald Trump. Although his remarks seemed heartfelt, his delivery was flagging and often garbled. He repeatedly called the "ballot box" the "battle box." He seemed to come perilously close to saying that we need to "make America great again" before realizing his mistake.

Biden defenders tend to dismiss these kinds of moments as mere gaffes, or as a result of his stutter. In the face of ever more dismal polling and voters' growing concerns about the president's cognitive ability, a spin machine of Biden aides and allies continues to insist that Democrats should stick with their candidate--that he is the person best situated to beat Trump and that he is capable of serving another four years. With each day, their growing list of talking points and excuses becomes only more implausible and irrational. These arguments require--sometimes implicitly, sometimes outright--that the American people believe a variety of assertions about the president that defy our own observations and experiences, and stretch the bounds of common sense.

Read: What Biden's stutter doesn't explain

We are asked to believe that there are two Bidens. The one voters see in public might frequently look exhausted and confused. He struggles to remember names and details, and he answers easy questions (say, about abortion) with bizarre non sequiturs (say, about murderous immigrants). By contrast, people who spend time with the president insist he is sharp as a tack and in command of the issues. He allegedly maintains such a packed schedule that he leaves his younger aides trying to keep up with him.

These claims imply that it is not the job of America's highest elected official to inspire public confidence and project competence and strength to U.S. citizens, allies, and enemies. The fact that Biden looks frail and that we often struggle to make out what he's saying is irrelevant. That he reminds us of our ailing parents and grandparents is also irrelevant. All that is relevant is his impressive policy record, and his commitment to serving another four years.

Biden's defenders encourage us to believe that extemporaneous public speaking is not an important part of the president's job. He frequently has trouble communicating without a script, and has come to rely on teleprompters even in small group settings, but we are told that this is perfectly understandable and "not unusual." Nor is Biden's reliance on a teleprompter, which he sometimes has issues reading from, a sign that anything has changed about his mental fitness. And when he accidentally reads a cue out loud--during a call with the Congressional Progressive Caucus on Saturday, he reportedly read a note from his staff to "stay positive you are sounding defensive"--these mistakes are just ordinary slipups.

We are asked to believe that it's okay for presidents to keep bankers' hours. Biden's aides tell reporters that they try to keep important events within the window when he is consistently sharp and focused, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. It should not concern us that the president can be relied on for only a quarter of the day; we should not be worried about crises that might crop up at other times, including overnight. Although he misses the occasional meeting with a world leader because he needs to go to bed, this is apparently not an issue. We are asked to believe that running a presidential campaign is more taxing and stressful than being president, and that Biden can at least handle the latter, even though the former seems to leave him tired to the point of incoherence.

We are asked to believe that the nuclear briefcase is safe in Biden's hands, and will be for another four years. Although the United States is currently entangled in Ukraine's conflict with Russia and although Taiwan looms as a flash point with China, we should have no anxiety about Biden's ability to act decisively and with good judgment in the event of a foreign-policy crisis. It is estimated that the president might have only minutes to respond to a nuclear incident; Biden, despite his hourly limitations, will perform with competence should he be woken up in the middle of the night with the world on the brink of Armageddon.

Read: C'mon, man

We are asked to believe that Biden's apparent cognitive difficulties are not indicative of an underlying condition, and that he does not need to prove his cognitive health to the American public. Even though a Parkinson's doctor has visited the White House eight times in eight months, and even though Biden and his team have given inconsistent accounts of the president's medical exams since the debate, and even though Parkinson's experts have said that he appears to have potential symptoms of the disease, the public should accept Biden's refusal to take a cognitive exam and release the results.

We are asked to believe that the June 27 debate was just one bad night, that presidents can have 90-minute stretches of befuddlement. We are asked to believe that this will not happen again, even though those close to Biden have told reporters that similar incidents have been happening more frequently since at least this spring, and even though George Clooney, a high-powered fundraiser for the president, has said that the Biden we saw on the debate stage is the same Biden he has seen behind the scenes.

We are asked, by the president himself, to believe that those who want him to withdraw from the race are "elites." This is despite the fact that 85 percent of voters in a recent ABC poll said that Biden is too old to be president, and 67 percent said that he should exit the race; 56 percent of Democrats said the same.

We are asked to believe that trying to force Biden out of the race--to potentially be replaced by Kamala Harris, who would be the first Black female president if elected--is an agenda being pushed primarily by white men, one that ignores the will of voters of color. We are told that Biden is the favored candidate of the Black community, and that Black Americans will be furious if he withdraws, even though a recent Economist/YouGov poll found that 49 percent of Black Americans think Biden "probably" or "definitely" should step aside, compared with 34 percent who think he should remain in the race.

We are asked to believe that Biden is the Democratic candidate who can beat Donald Trump, despite the fact that the president was behind in the polls even before the debate. As a matter of fact, Biden and his allies say, we shouldn't trust the polls. Polls that say Biden is bleeding minority voters are wrong. Polls that show Biden losing must-win swing states are wrong. Polls that reveal Biden's horrendous approval rating are wrong. Any polls that are bad are wrong.

We are asked to believe that Biden remains the best candidate to beat Trump after the attempt on his opponent's life, even as that event--and Trump's defiant response to it--only further highlights the apparent gap between the vitality of the two candidates.

We are asked, implicitly at least, to believe that Biden will turn the reins over gracefully and voluntarily to Harris in the event that he becomes unable to perform his duties in a second term. Even though he clings to power now, he won't in the future.

Read: We the people are on our own

And what are we asked not to believe? We are asked not to believe our own instincts, our own senses, our own head and heart: If you read any of the numerous reports that say Biden's own allies believe he has no chance of winning in November, then what you read is wrong. If Biden looks too old to you, then what you see is wrong. If Biden sounds too weak and too confused to you, then what you hear is wrong. The problem is you, and your expectations and standards for a sitting American president.

"The Party told you to reject the evidence of your eyes and ears," Orwell wrote in 1984. In 2024, this remains, as Orwell put it, the "most essential command."
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Nothing About the Attempted Assassination Redeems Trump

This crime does not erase what the former president has done, or what he has promised to do.

by Adam Serwer




The man who shot then-Alabama Governor George Wallace wanted to be famous, and he thought becoming an assassin was the best way to do it. Dissuaded from reaching then-President Richard Nixon by tight security, the would-be assassin instead shot the segregationist Democrat several times during a Maryland campaign stop in 1972. One bullet left Wallace paralyzed from the waist down for the rest of his life.

The attempted assassination of Wallace, like the attempted assassination of former President Donald Trump this past weekend, was a crime against American democracy. It does not matter whether you find these men admirable or detestable; these are heinous acts all the same, acts whose consequences reach far beyond their targets. Democracy can survive conflict, it can survive vicious disagreement and extreme rhetoric, it can survive boisterous protest and gratuitous insult. But there are at least three types of political violence that are potentially fatal for democracy: violence against voters and organizers, ethnic violence, and violence against elected officials. Democracy simply cannot long endure in a climate where such political violence is commonplace. To threaten or engage in these acts in a democracy is to set a fire in a dry field of summer grass--the conflagration can be contained, or it can rage out of control.

Attempted assassinations, however, do not beatify their targets or those targets' beliefs. The man who tried to kill Wallace did not, by his evil act, render segregation tolerable or just. This was still the same George Wallace who sent police to beat civil-rights protesters on the Edmund Pettus Bridge and who said that those who opposed the Vietnam War should be imprisoned for treason. He was still the George Wallace who cried "Segregation now, segregation forever!" Wallace's wounds did not unspeak Wallace's own public endorsements of political violence against his targets.

The same is true of Trump. In the aftermath of the assassination attempt, many Republicans and some Democrats have placed the blame for the shooting on those who oppose Trump as a danger to American democracy, and have called for that criticism to cease. "When the message goes out constantly that the election of Donald Trump would be a threat to democracy and that the republic would end, it heats up the environment," Republican House Speaker Mike Johnson said yesterday. "It's simply not true. Everyone needs to turn the rhetoric down." Democratic Representative Jared Golden of Maine echoed Johnson's admonition, saying, "We can start by dropping hyperbolic threats about the stakes of this election. It should not be misleadingly portrayed as a struggle between democracy or authoritarianism, or a battle against fascists or socialists bent on destroying America. These are dangerous lies." The cable-news channel MSNBC pulled down its flagship morning show, CNN reported, over fears that someone on air might criticize a man running for the most powerful office in the world.

Derek Thompson: Stop pretending you know how this will end

The attempted assassination of Trump is a wicked act against the self-determination of the American people. It does not erase all the crimes that Trump himself has committed against that right of self-determination. It does not change the fact that Trump was impeached for attempting to use U.S.-government aid to coerce an ally into falsely implicating a political rival. It does not change the fact that the president was impeached a second time for sending a mob to sack the Capitol in an effort to overturn an election. It does not change the fact that Trump fabricated lies about that election having been stolen, whipping his listeners into a rage that then propelled them to attempt to overturn the election by force. It does not change the fact that Trump himself, like Wallace, is a consistent advocate of political violence whose own supporters have acted on his admonitions in the past, and who has vowed to pardon those who tried to overthrow an election on his behalf. A mob, goaded on by Trump, called for his vice president, Mike Pence, to be lynched for not using authority he didn't have to overturn an election they lost.

Trump has called for military and civilian prosecutions of his political opponents. He is still planning to assemble a massive armed force aimed at deporting "20 million people," a number about twice the size of the actual undocumented population, which he sees as "poisoning the blood of the country." This will require an immense application of state violence that will not be limited to undocumented immigrants, but directed at anyone the state might suspect of being one. He has already repeatedly shown his willingness to use state force against protesters, including in at least one instance against the wishes of local officials. He and those around him are still planning to eviscerate anti-discrimination protections for women, ethnic minorities, and LGBTQ people. He is still the person most directly responsible for the draconian restrictions on women's bodily autonomy that force some mothers to leave their home state just to receive lifesaving abortions, and he is still planning to empower people who would restrict that autonomy further. He is still planning to purge the federal government of anyone whose loyalty is to the Constitution rather than Trump himself, or who even perceives a distinction between the two.

The crimes of a would-be assassin do not obligate us to ignore what Trump would do with the power he is demanding. There is no moral principle that requires people to forget that Trump loyalists, before accusing Trump critics of maliciously framing Trump as a threat to democracy, had preemptively proclaimed that they would not accept losing the 2024 presidential election. Republicans can insist that the attempt on Trump's life demands a swift coronation of the aspiring despot who leads their party, but you are not compelled to obey.

This is a country where gun ownership is a matter of personal identity for millions, and where the firearm industry has so captured the political system that virtually any restriction on the sale of guns that would affect the industry's bottom line is regarded as unconstitutional. Under such circumstances, the risk of extremists engaging in political violence is always high. Although the gunman's motivations are not yet known, no political ideology has a monopoly on extremists who are willing to commit violence in the name of their beliefs.

On the level of rhetoric, however, there is one political party in America whose elected officials consistently condemn political violence, and one party whose leadership has tacitly or explicitly advocated for it. Yesterday, President Joe Biden gave a speech saying, "Disagreement is inevitable in American democracy. It's part of human nature," but "politics must never be a literal battlefield, and, God forbid, a killing field."

Before this weekend, before Republicans were demanding that criticism of Trump's actions and agenda be silenced, and before at least one media outlet began to comply, Republicans were openly contemplating such violence. "Some folks need killing! It's time for somebody to say it. It's not a matter of vengeance. It's not a matter of being mean or spiteful. It's a matter of necessity!" the Republican Lieutenant Governor of North Carolina (and a current gubernatorial candidate) said in early July. Kevin Roberts, the head of the Heritage Foundation and one of the architects behind Project 2025, declared, "We are in the process of the second American Revolution, which will remain bloodless if the left allows it to be." After Nancy Pelosi's husband, Paul, was bludgeoned by a man with a hammer, Trump himself mocked the injured Paul Pelosi, saying, "We'll stand up to crazy Nancy Pelosi, who ruined San Francisco--how's her husband doing, anybody know?"

As the writer Parker Molloy notes, "The same voices who are so quick to decry Democratic rhetoric as dangerous were often silent--or even supportive--when Trump made statements that seemed to encourage violence." Trump's own rhetoric about becoming a dictator has contained the lightly veiled threat of political violence against his enemies. "Revenge does take time, I will say that," Trump told the talk-show host Phil McGraw in response to a softball question intended to offer Trump a chance to disavow vengeance. "And sometimes revenge can be justified, Phil. I have to be honest. Sometimes it can."

Peter Wehner: Biden tries to calm the waters

Attempting to murder someone running for office is a vicious crime, not only against the person targeted, but against a political system that relies on the peaceful transition of power from one faction to another. This crime does not erase what Trump has done, or what he has promised to do, any more than the attempted assassination of Wallace obligated America to reinstate Jim Crow segregation. The fundamental rights of the American people to choose their leaders and shape their own fate are not forfeit to the wrongs of one man, whether an assassin or a president. That Trump is a victim does not obligate anyone to forget the millions of people he would make victims if given the opportunity.
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Stop Pretending You Know How This Will End

<span>The failed assassination of Donald Trump might not have any lasting effect on the election or politics in general.</span>

by Derek Thompson




In the immediate aftermath of the failed attempt on Donald Trump's life, pundits and politicians rushed to proclaim that they knew exactly how the awful event would affect American politics. Commentators on the left and right predicted on social media that "the election is over," or that Trump was now fated to win in a landslide. "That's the whole fucking election," a Democratic House member told Semafor. A senior House Democrat told Axios on Sunday, "We've all resigned ourselves to a second Trump presidency." Meanwhile, journalists foresaw an imminent escalation in violence and chaos. "We should all be terrified about what comes next," Vox's Zach Beauchamp wrote. On the front page of The New York Times, Peter Baker predicted that the assassination attempt was "likely to tear America further apart."

Let me offer another interpretation of Saturday's shocking event: Nobody knows anything. Anyone who claims to have already figured out precisely how Trump's bloody ear will influence the 2024 election or strain the nation's civic bonds is lying to you and to themselves. The history of failed assassination attempts in the United States and abroad offers only the murkiest indication of the path forward. "Would-be assassins are chaos agents more than agents that direct the course of history," says Benjamin Jones, an economist at Northwestern University who has studied the effects of political assassination attempts over the past 150 years. These liminal figures--light-years from fame, yet inches from infamy--tend to change the world in minuscule ways, if they change anything at all.

The legacy of failed presidential assassination attempts in the U.S. should temper expectations that this past weekend was a world-historical event. Theodore Roosevelt was shot in 1912 campaigning for president in Milwaukee and, with Paul Bunyan heroism, continued his speech after being struck; he still lost. During a three-week span in 1975, two women tried and failed to shoot Gerald Ford. He lost his upcoming election, too. When Ronald Reagan was shot in 1981, a brief spike in his approval rating disappeared within a matter of months. It is hard to say that any of these failed attempts had a lasting effect on polls or politics in general.

Michael Powell: The worst is not inevitable

True, none of those presidents campaigned during the age of social media, and none of the attempts on their lives produced an image as striking as that of a bloodied, defiant Trump pumping his fist to the crowd--an image that could "change America forever," as one Washington Post writer put it. Perhaps American history really has been flung along some berserk causal pathway in the multiverse. But let's give equal time to the possibility that nothing has changed at all. This presidential election is already unusual for how stable the race has been, even in the face of historic events on both sides, including the felony conviction of Donald Trump and widespread calls among Democratic elites for Joe Biden to drop out of the race. The electorate's mind seems largely made up, given that Donald Trump has narrowly led Joe Biden for more than nine months.

The bloodied-Trump photo will surely thrill his supporters--but his supporters already supported him. In a more staid political environment, the incident might be expected to durably colonize voters' attention, but it has already begun to be displaced by two new huge political stories--the dismissal of the stolen-documents case and the selection of J. D. Vance as Trump's running mate--which will themselves be supplanted in due time. Within a month or two, the basic contours of the presidential election may well be the exact same as they were on Saturday morning, with Trump as a moderate but not overwhelming favorite to win his second term.

In a bygone age, historians and philosophers asserted that even successful assassinations were utterly inconsequential. The deaths of ancient rulers such as Philip of Macedon and Julius Caesar may have been dramatic, but the Hegelian and Marxist view of time saw history shaped by structural forces: class, economic growth, military development, geography. By comparison, a small knife, or a gust of wind that bends the trajectory of a bullet, was a trifle. After the death of Abraham Lincoln, the British politician Benjamin Disraeli put it bluntly: "Assassination has never changed the history of the world."

This assumption flipped in the 20th century. Almost every chronicle of World War I treats the murder of Archduke Franz Ferdinand as its precipitating event. More recently, the killing of President Juvenal Habyarimana seems to have unleashed the Rwandan genocide, and historians including David Halberstam have argued that the assassination of John F. Kennedy prolonged the Vietnam War.

Successful assassinations are rare. In the 2009 paper "Hit or Miss? The Effect of Assassinations on Institutions and War," Jones and his fellow economist Benjamin Olken amassed a data set of 298 assassination attempts on world leaders from 1875 to 2004; only 59 resulted in a leader's death.

David Frum: The gunman and the would-be dictator

"When an authoritarian leader is killed, we see substantial moves toward democratization," Jones told me. "But when that would-be assassin fails, the evidence is a mild move in the other direction, which is toward authoritarianism, even if the effect size is smaller." When I asked how their research applied to the failed attempt to assassinate Trump, Olken stressed that failed assassinations led to a "tightening of the screws" only in authoritarian countries. "In democracies, we do not see that at all," Olken said. "In our historical data, the United States is very much a democracy."

The question before us today is whether and for how long that will remain true. Trump, a man who not long ago attempted to overturn the results of an election that he had decisively lost, is on the precipice of another four years as president of the United States, buoyed by a Supreme Court decision that expands the legal immunity of that office. "We're in a time in the United States where there is more talk around authoritarianism and an increase in presidential power, along with explicit concerns around Trump's plans in terms of being contained by checks and balances," Jones said. "If you think of the U.S. as a democracy, you'd think this assassination attempt would have little effect on our institutions and politics. But if you think we're edging toward authoritarianism, you might have this concern." A successful assassination is a tragedy. A failed one is a test.
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'What the Heck Just Happened?'

The moment inside the convention hall when we learned--abruptly--that Donald Trump had chosen J. D. Vance

by Tim Alberta




So much for the big reveal. When Republican delegates from across the country walked into the Fiserv Forum this morning, all the buzz was about the pending selection of Donald Trump's running mate--an announcement they believed would come tonight, in prime time, a climactic conclusion to the first day of the GOP convention.

In fact, many Republicans I spoke with here--party loyalists who have come to expect pageantry from Trump--had anticipated an Apprentice-style grand finale to the so-called veepstakes. Perhaps Trump would bring several of the contenders onstage at once before naming his choice. At the very least, he'd keep everyone in suspense until the last possible moment.

Trump had different plans. Around 2 o'clock in the afternoon, the former president posted on his social-media site that J. D. Vance, the best-selling author turned U.S. senator from Ohio, would be his running mate. Some of the delegates gathered here inside Fiserv Forum received push alerts on their phones, while others overheard neighbors reacting to the breaking news.

But many of the delegates still had no idea about the Vance pick--until they heard it suddenly and unceremoniously from Senator Mike Lee of Utah. Lee, approximately eight minutes after Trump's post, announced it from the back of the convention hall during the opening roll call. "Utah ... today proudly casts all of its 40 delegate votes for President Donald J. Trump," Lee declared, before adding, "and his newly announced running mate, my friend and colleague J. D. Vance!"

J. D. Vance: Opioid of the masses

I hadn't seen Trump's announcement online. And, based on the stunned expressions of people standing around me, I wasn't alone.

"Wait. What the heck just happened?" said Henry Barbour, a Mississippi delegate and member of the Republican National Committee.

Just moments earlier, Barbour and I had been leaning against the railing at the rear of the convention floor and comparing notes on the vice-presidential speculation. Two of Trump's shortlist prospects--Senator Marco Rubio of Florida and North Dakota Governor Doug Burgum--had already been informed that they were out of the running. That much was known. Meanwhile, the name of Virginia Governor Glenn Youngkin seemed, in those early-afternoon hours, to be gaining steam.

Barbour was skeptical: He'd just met with Youngkin in the morning, and the governor had seemed casual and relaxed. "If that guy's really about to be picked as our vice-presidential nominee," Barbour told me, "he is one cool customer."

As Barbour and I stood chatting, I spotted Lee standing up at a microphone. Soon it would be Utah's turn to announce its allocation of delegates, and Lee, who had prepared a short speech for the occasion, would be speaking on behalf of the delegation. As the senator waited his turn, however, a delegate from Maryland walked up beside him: David Bossie.

Bossie is no ordinary delegate; he served as Trump's deputy campaign manager in 2016 and remains one of the former president's closest confidants. So wired into Trump's political operation is Bossie that he came onto the floor in Milwaukee wearing an earpiece--allowing for direct communication with the campaign's high command. He'd been prowling the arena's red carpeting for an hour already. Now, as he finally came to a stop next to Lee, Bossie was receiving word through the earpiece: Vance was the choice.

David A. Graham: The next Republican leader

Turning and seeing Lee, Bossie shared the news. Lee was ecstatic. "Is that public?" he asked.

Bossie pulled out his phone. Trump had, mere moments prior, posted the news to Truth Social. "Now it is," he told Lee, showing him the screen. "You can be the first to announce it here."

Lee did just that, delivering an early and unexpected jolt to the convention proceedings. Judging by the ensuing ovation, delegates were thrilled with the selection of Vance. Still, surveying the surroundings at that moment--no booming introduction music or flashy choreographed entrance, just an abrupt announcement to a half-empty arena--some Republicans confessed to feeling underwhelmed.

"The whole thing just seemed strange," Jose Fuentes, a delegate from Puerto Rico, told me shortly after Lee's announcement. "I just wonder--is that really how Trump wanted it?"
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The Next Republican Leader

In choosing J. D. Vance as his running mate, Trump has signaled what he hopes will be the future of the GOP.

by David A. Graham




J. D. Vance's rapid rise from obscurity to the vice-presidential nomination is an only-in-America tale--one that will shape what America is, for better or worse, for generations to come.

"After lengthy deliberation and thought, and considering the tremendous talents of many others, I have decided that the person best suited to assume the position of Vice President of the United States is Senator J.D. Vance of the Great State of Ohio," Trump announced on his Truth Social platform this afternoon.

Eight years ago, such a moment would have seemed impossible. In summer 2016, Vance's memoir, Hillbilly Elegy, hit shelves and best-seller lists, intertwining a potent personal narrative and an explanation of Donald Trump's popularity in terms that non-Trump fans could understand. Vance was a scorching critic of the GOP nominee, but seemed able to articulate the cultural currents that had elevated him.

J. D. Vance: Opioid of the masses

Since then, Vance has moved toward Trump, and his selection is emblematic of Trump's remaking of the GOP. Today, Vance, who will turn 40 in August, is one of the former president's most prominent boosters and now becomes the heir apparent to the Republican Party. For years, political observers have wondered what the GOP might look like after such a singular figure as Trump. Now there's a good chance that the future of the Republican Party will look like Vance: populist but illiberal, semi-isolationist, and able to connect with both the working class and elite circles.

Vance brings youth and intellect to the Republican ticket. He could also strengthen the ticket in the upper Midwest, which Joe Biden must win to be reelected (although Ohio is expected to be a safe Republican state). Unlike Trump, he is a military veteran and a real product of the working class. That doesn't make Vance a no-brainer pick. Among other reported contenders, Governor Doug Burgum of North Dakota would have been a nonthreatening choice to reassure edgy voters, a little like Mike Pence in 2016. Marco Rubio would have brought foreign-policy knowledge and has been tested at a national level. Neither can rival Trump's charisma. Vance's ceiling is higher than either, but he is also still relatively green. His 2022 Senate campaign was underwhelming, and his success was largely thanks to Trump.

Vance's transition from critic and exegete of Trumpism to its standard-bearer shows the ways that the Republican Party has changed in less than a decade. The question is whether Vance is an agent of that change or a subject of it. Probably he is both. As he told The New York Times' Ross Douthat last month, "It's hard to reconstruct this stuff, it's so gradual."

In Hillbilly Elegy, Vance tells the story of his upbringing in Middletown, Ohio, in the suburbs of Cincinnati. (Vance is often mistakenly described as a native of rural Appalachian Ohio; his ancestors moved to Middletown from Kentucky.) Though his grandparents achieved a middle-class standard of living, his family life was chaotic. His mother slipped into addiction and cycled through partners. Upon graduating high school, Vance joined the Marines and served in Iraq. He returned home after his enlistment and attended Ohio State University and then Yale Law School. From there, he moved to work in venture capital in the Bay Area, where he came into the orbit of Peter Thiel.

Meanwhile, Vance was working on his book. He portrayed a world of despair and decay, but he was no romantic about it. Though critical of government choices such as free trade, Vance could be scathing about the world he'd left behind; he criticized its denizens for wallowing in addiction and self-pity, and for declining to take personal responsibility for their lives. In The New York Times, my now-colleague Jennifer Senior called Hillbilly Elegy "a compassionate, discerning sociological analysis of the white underclass that has helped drive the politics of rebellion."

The timing was good: The book was published at a time when those in cultural capitals were baffled by the rise of Donald Trump, even as they doubted that he would win the 2016 election. "Vance's superpower in those days was his biographical credibility as he spoke about Trump America to non-Trump America," my colleague David Frum wrote in 2022.

Vance detested Trump--even as he called for compassion toward his supporters, whom Vance saw as victims of a demagogue. "The great tragedy is that many of the problems Trump identifies are real, and so many of the hurts he exploits demand serious thought and measured action--from governments, yes, but also from community leaders and individuals," Vance wrote in The Atlantic. "Yet so long as people rely on that quick high, so long as wolves point their fingers at everyone but themselves, the nation delays a necessary reckoning. There is no self-reflection in the midst of a false euphoria. Trump is cultural heroin. He makes some feel better for a bit. But he cannot fix what ails them, and one day they'll realize it."

Such a reckoning hasn't happened yet. Instead, it is Vance who changed. He moved back to Cincinnati and flirted with a Senate run in 2018 but ultimately passed. His politics were shifting, as was the tone he took. When Ohio's LeBron James criticized Kyle Rittenhouse, the conservative cause celebre who killed two protesters in Wisconsin in 2021, Vance tweeted, "Lebron is one of the most vile public figures in our country. Total coward." (Rittenhouse was later acquitted of murder.) He called Alex Jones, the radio host fined $1 billion for defamation, a "reputable source" of information. Vance also began espousing a sort of soft election denialism--not claiming massive fraud, a la Rudy Giuliani, but arguing that changes to voting laws during the pandemic had cheated Trump.

Tom Nichols: The moral collapse of J. D. Vance

This all set Vance up nicely in 2022, when Senator Rob Portman's retirement made a seat available. Vance emerged from a crowded Republican-primary field to win the nomination--largely on the strength of Trump's endorsement. He then defeated the Democrat Tim Ryan in the general election.

Vance arrived in a Washington where the Republican Party had embraced not just Trump but also some of the ideas that Vance had been pushing for years. Vance has been an interesting lawmaker. For example, he has worked closely with fellow Ohioan Sherrod Brown, a Democratic senator who is up for reelection this year, on matters related to the 2023 derailment of a train carrying chemicals in East Palestine, Ohio--especially on a rail-safety bill. Vance backed a UAW strike against automakers last year. He speaks with guarded respect for the Bernie Sanders left, while lambasting the center right and center left, which he regards as consisting of comfortable elites who benefit from the status quo. He has found common cause with Senator Josh Hawley of Missouri, another elitely credentialed Republican who has adopted populist causes.

The interview with the Times' Douthat shows how hard Vance is to pin down and take in. It's possible to discern the outlines of a post-Trump Trumpism that is serious and policy-minded, in contrast to the shallower culture-war approach taken by Florida Governor Ron DeSantis. He expresses ideas on taxation, employment, and other economic issues that would appeal to many Democratic voters. He speaks about tariffs in a more sophisticated manner than Trump ever has. And although he has been a leading critic of the Biden administration's policy in Ukraine, his view is more nuanced than Trump's simple isolationism, and you won't find him fanboying Vladimir Putin. "It is not in our interest" for the Russians to conquer Ukraine, he told Douthat.

At other moments in the conversation, however, Vance completely abandoned thoughtfulness and complexity. Speaking of the 2020 election, for example, he expressed more concern about social-media companies briefly blocking stories on Hunter Biden's laptop than Trump's elaborate effort to subvert the election. "What was reckless was the effort to try to take this very legitimate grievance over our most fundamental democratic act as a people, and completely suppress concerns about it." This is fun-house mirror stuff, arguing that a private company's actions are the real threat to democracy, while elected officials acting to subvert voter will is high-minded and proper.

David Frum: The J. D. Vance I knew

This is emblematic of what really seems to have changed for Vance: He has fallen prey to exactly the sort of grievance politics that he decried in Hillbilly Elegy. "I think people really, really underrate the sense to which there is palpable and actionable frustration, and I'm always surprised that their assumption appears to be that Trump is the worst, rather than the best, expression of that frustration," he told Douthat. That's not an argument--it's a threat.

Approaches like this show what has endeared Vance to Trump, despite speculation that his clear ambition might put the former president off. But unlike Rubio or Burgum, Vance has demonstrated his eagerness and skill at saying outrageous things on Trump's behalf. He quickly issued one of the more inflammatory statements after Trump was shot at this weekend, saying that the Biden campaign's warnings about Trump's authoritarianism had "led directly to President Trump's attempted assassination." One might expect that a man who once wondered on Facebook whether Trump was "America's Hitler" would be more circumspect, but consistency isn't what has gotten J. D. Vance this far, this fast.
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Elon Musk Is Making a Bad Situation Worse

The X owner's response to the attack on Trump shows the danger of absolute power.

by Helen Lewis




For a long time, scientists have hypothesized that exposure to lead causes a measurable drop in IQ. I am beginning to think the same is true of X.

The platform's owner, Elon Musk, is undoubtedly a clever man, but in search of attention and notoriety online, he has become--or is pretending to be--very dumb indeed. How else to explain his half-baked media criticisms after the attempted assassination of Donald Trump?

In the minutes after the shooting in Pennsylvania, news outlets did what they should do: They scrambled to sort fact from speculation. Reporters quickly uncovered the shooter's identity and complicated political affiliations, informing the discussion of his possible motives. Photo agencies distributed high-quality and widely praised images of the incident, something they could do because they routinely send experienced photographers to cover rallies across the political spectrum. The British Broadcasting Corporation secured a crucial interview with a witness who claimed to have seen the shooter climbing a roof with a rifle--a statement that will force the Secret Service to answer tough questions about its competence.

Ali Breland: The Trump shooting conspiracies outpaced reality

None of that mattered to Elon Musk. Instead, he drew attention to the very first headlines from The Washington Post, ABC, and USA Today. These were cautious, reporting only that Trump was removed from the stage by the Secret Service following "popping noises" or "loud noises." (For a time, CNN misleadingly asserted that Trump "falls at rally.") In most cases, they were updated within minutes, first to "apparent gunshots" and then "gunshots," as more information became available. All of the above outlets have since given blanket coverage to the shooting. As I write this, CNN has 10 articles about the shooting on its homepage, and the lead headline describes what happened as an "assassination attempt." Yet Musk's posts encouraged the suggestion that the media were downplaying the shooting to deny Trump his moment of heroic bravery. A user called DogeDesigner had compiled all the early headlines into a collage, which Musk reposted, adding approvingly: "The legacy media is a pure propaganda machine. X is the voice of the people."

Why were the early headlines like that? The term fog of war exists for a reason. Developing-news situations are inherently chaotic. Witnesses contradict one another. Even official statements can be wrong. And for traditional media institutions, unlike individual users of social media, being wrong has consequences: lost sales, broken trust, even lawsuits or appearances at congressional inquiries. News organizations had to make the same kind of high-pressure, irrevocable judgment as the rooftop sniper who took down the shooter did. A wrong call really matters. Outsiders can criticize decisions made at moments like this, but they should do so while acknowledging the stakes involved. Things that might seem obvious to onlookers nonetheless merit proper investigation. When the Princess of Wales was unusually absent from public life earlier this year, many people on X believed that the explanation was obviously sinister. (In fact, she had cancer.) When someone on social media tells you it's raining, the traditional media's job is to look out the window.

Elon Musk surely knows how breaking news works. And if not, he should. He regularly complains that the media doesn't understand the workings of his companies, so he should hold himself to the same standard when talking about the news industry.

He doesn't, though. He just says whatever he likes, safe in the knowledge that an army of greasers desperate for attention (and revenue) from Daddy Musk will boost his half-baked opinions. Nonetheless, every so often, a shaft of sense pierces the veil of his self-absorption. "The best 'reporters' are actual experts in a subject or those actually at the scene," he posted late on Sunday. You mean, like ... the ones at CNN? Or was DogeDesigner actually at the rally in Pennsylvania, taking time out from a busy schedule of posting renderings of Tesla Cybertrucks and strange images of Mark Zuckerberg as a Black man?

Musk was not the only commentator dabbling in media criticism, unburdened by research or even common sense. Another complaint was that The New York Times had cropped out the U.S. flag from its front-page picture--suggesting a lack of patriotism or a reluctance to associate Trump with a symbol of Americanness--and had described the incident as a "shooting" rather than an "assassination attempt." From my years working on print newspapers, I can tell you that copy editors are obsessed with finding words that fit into the spaces available. This is why tabloids developed an argot all of their own: cops, love rats, rows, feuds, romps. Assassination is a word too windy even for American broadsheet headlines. As for the Times picture, the explanation seems simple: The paper's staff photographer was positioned at a different angle from Evan Vucci of the Associated Press, who took the image that immediately went viral. The paper elected to use its own exclusive photograph, rather than one that readers had already seen all over the internet.

As someone who has written about media failings for more than a decade, I would not pretend that even the wealthiest legacy outlets are flawless and unbiased. The rush of early, cautious headlines happened because of the pressure that news outlets face to fill the information void within seconds of an incident occurring. Journalism just keeps getting faster. Online news has caught up with rolling television coverage by offering "push alerts," direct to subscribers' phones. Again, getting these wrong is hugely embarrassing to an established brand, and that dynamic makes journalists more tentative--particularly over the weekend, when staffing is light and more junior people are likely to be in charge. But the old brands--crucially--have mechanisms to update provisional or faulty information. They don't have to be shamed by a Community Note on X; they generally correct themselves.

Complaints about the headlines would not have gained traction, however, unless they were assumed to demonstrate some wider truths. For Musk, who has been sucked into a right-wing infosphere with inviolable rules that govern every interaction, those truths are self-evident. One is that you can be as sexist or racist as you like, as long as you couch your opinions as a criticism of diversity, equity, and inclusion. Hence the bizarre spectacle of conservative influencers focusing their anger not on the (male) Secret Service snipers who didn't spot the shooter early enough, but on the alleged uselessness of the female agents surrounding Trump--women who would have, let's not forget, willingly taken a bullet for the candidate. Musk's most avid fans have created a praetorian guard around him, echoing and amplifying him, encouraging him to express ever more reactionary opinions. They compete for his attention and pander to his whims, knowing that any engagement makes them money--thanks to Musk's system for sharing ad revenue with paid X subscribers. His sycophants have choked off his access to information that might contradict his worldview.

From the March 2024 issue: The rise of techno-authoritarianism

Another rule of Musk's new infosphere is that traditional media are always unfair to Donald Trump, and anything they do, no matter how innocuous, has to be interpreted through that lens. Those early headlines cannot simply be cautious--they must be an attempt to downplay the assassination attempt and deny the threat of political violence from the left. (Never mind that another thing that is currently deemed "obvious" on social media, but unsupported by the currently available facts, is that the shooter was unmistakably left-wing and motivated by political animus.)

This belief in the innate unfairness of liberal media is strong enough to have withstood the flood of later coverage, which has been unhesitating in its description of what happened as appalling and unjustifiable violence. One of The Washington Post's dozen homepage stories on the shooting is critical of liberals who spread "BlueAnon" conspiracy theories about the possibility that it was staged. If legacy outlets are attempting to downplay the incident, they are doing a bad job.

None of that matters on X, of course. Elon Musk has spoken, and each of his posts has tens of millions of views.

Power corrupts, the saying goes, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. At his coronation, Napoleon Bonaparte notoriously took the crown out of the pope's hands and placed it on his own head, recognizing no authority higher than his own. Power went to his head, in the most literal sense possible. Elon Musk is in a similar situation today, although his vanity makes Napoleon look like a humble soldier from Corsica. Musk loves posting so much, he spent billions to ensure unimpeded access to the ability to reply "lol" to terrible memes and "!!" under the kind of grim stuff that used to be confined to Breitbart's Black Crime vertical.

Now, if Elon Musk wants to suppress his basic common sense about how the world works so he can better indulge his most paranoid fantasies, that's his own business. But, as his reaction to the terrible shooting of Donald Trump shows, he has turned X into a machine for validating his prejudices. And that, unfortunately, is making the rest of us dumber too.
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The Worst Is Not Inevitable

Today's political polarization is toxic, but Americans have survived even more tumultuous times.

by Michael Powell




After the wounding of Donald Trump, funeral orations for our democracy appeared everywhere on social media. I feel the gravitational pull of that despair: We are a profoundly polarized people, and too many of our leaders--not least the presidential candidate who narrowly sidestepped death in Pennsylvania--have grown accustomed to using threats of violence and death as rhetorical devices.

We swap primal nightmares. Some right-wing Republicans portray President Joe Biden as a senescent totalitarian capable of ordering an assassination. Some prominent liberals invoke fascism's specter in an offhand fashion. The New Republic's decision to caricature Trump as Adolf Hitler on its cover leaps to mind as particularly juvenile.

And yet democracy is not a creature easily slain. We have been this way before and have proved ourselves stronger than our worst imaginings.

To thoroughly date myself, I was a kid during the terrible spring of 1968, when the nation's greatest civil-rights leader, Martin Luther King Jr., was assassinated as he stood on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel in Memphis. Two months later, Robert F. Kennedy Jr. was shot and killed on the evening of his great electoral triumph in the California presidential primary. King's death sparked a terrible wind of riot and destruction. U Street, the "Black Broadway" of Washington, D.C., saw its businesses and clubs lit up like so many bonfires. I remember lifting a copy of Life magazine off my parents' coffee table and gaping at the black-and-white photo of sandbags piled high at the Capitol, National Guardsmen crouched behind with their rifles.

David Frum: The gunman and the would-be dictator

I recall my mother's passionate, at times family-rending arguments with my Republican relatives in Michigan over civil rights, over the war in Vietnam. My family lived at the time in a conservative suburb of Boston, and a middle-school friend and I were fond of the righteous business of flashing peace signs at passing cars. Often we got the middle finger in return. One time, a driver braked, and he and his overfed buddy pursued us into the woods before we gave them the slip.

Yet wounded and torn though the nation was, Americans survived. The environmental movement took root, and racial progress, halting but insistent, continues to this day. The House and Senate moved to impeach Richard Nixon for his abuses of power, and his party elders signaled that his game was up. I'm aware that to make such arguments is to risk casting myself--improbably, to those who know me--as a daft optimist. But we have survived worse.

From Andrew Jackson to Abraham Lincoln, James Garfield, William McKinley, Theodore Roosevelt, John F. Kennedy, and Ronald Reagan, our presidents have been shot at and in some cases slaughtered. Two would-be assassins tried to kill Gerald Ford. We are a democratic nation rent by violence. Yet with the exception of a cataclysmic civil war fought over slavery--from whose outcome we can derive honor--we have not dissolved. My hometown of New York City offers hope. When King was slain, thousands in their anger and bewilderment poured into the streets of the predominantly Black neighborhoods of Harlem and Bedford-Stuyvesant. Mayor John V. Lindsay--a liberal white Republican--walked the streets himself that night. As a wall of mourners came sweeping across 125th Street, he raised his hands and spoke. "I'm sorry," he declared, referring to King's assassination. "This is a terrible thing."

Listen to Holy Week: The story of a revolution undone

There were many reasons my city did not explode that night, among them the brave activists and organizers working its many corners. But Lindsay and his courage and willingness to summon a common weal surely helped.

We will hear more dark murmurings now: from Republicans who claim conspiracy and a Secret Service intentionally looking away, from a Democratic strategist arguing that the shooting of Trump might have been staged, a false-flag operation. Were we not living a horror, such talk might sound almost comical. To suggest that a 20-year-old with a rifle was capable, at 400 feet, of nicking Trump's ear while missing his cranium is preposterous.

Peter Wehner: Joe Biden tries to calm the waters

We hear voices of salve and hope, and of anger and division. Which we heed and which we ignore will determine how we and our democracy weather this pass. The worst is not foreordained.
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An Astonishing Ruling in Trump's Classified-Documents Case

Even if Aileen Cannon's decision is eventually overturned, it is sure to delay proceedings yet again.

by David A. Graham




Aileen Cannon, a federal judge in Florida, has dismissed the case against former President Donald Trump involving hoarding sensitive documents taken from the White House. In an order issued this morning, Cannon found that the appointment of Special Counsel Jack Smith violates the Constitution.

The ruling is an astonishing--though probably not final--turn in the case, which was already among the most unusual in American history. The decision contradicts many previous rulings and is certain to be appealed, but even so, it is a significant, unexpected legal victory for Trump--one of many, recently--and another success for his attempt to push his legal troubles past the November election.

The facts of this case appeared to be simpler than those in any of the others against him. Upon leaving the White House, Trump took with him boxes full of documents, including what prosecutors say are highly classified ones relating to national security. He stashed the documents on a ballroom stage and in a bathroom at Mar-a-Lago, his estate in Florida. When the federal government repeatedly asked for them back, Trump refused. When he was subpoenaed, he allegedly sought to hide them. Notes from his lawyer, obtained by prosecutors, showed him scheming to conceal papers. In August 2022, after the Justice Department concluded that Trump was not complying, the FBI conducted an unannounced search at Mar-a-Lago and seized boxes.

David A. Graham: Judge Aileen Cannon is who critics feared she was

Trump's defenses up to this point were gossamer-thin: He claimed that he had declassified all of the documents before leaving the White House, despite offering no evidence, and he claimed that they were all personal records.

But in November 2022, after Trump announced that he would run for president again in 2024, Attorney General Merrick Garland appointed Smith as an independent special counsel, a move intended to guard against the appearance of political interference. In an ironic twist, it seems to have had an opposite effect--allowing Trump to get a judge he appointed to dismiss the case, saying that Smith's independence makes the appointment unconstitutional.

Trump got lucky when the case was assigned to Cannon, a young lawyer appointed to the bench late in his term. Before prosecutors charged Trump, Cannon had overseen some procedural matters related to the search and made rulings perplexingly favorable to Trump about evidence handling. Those decisions were reversed by an appeals court, which said Cannon's approach "would violate bedrock separation-of-powers limitations." Last month, The New York Times reported that two fellow judges also in Florida's Southern District had urged her to pass the case to another judge.

Read: The cases against Trump--a guide

Cannon declined, and since the charges were brought, she has continued to make ruling after ruling that favors Trump. She has bogged the case down in lengthy hearings on matters that are usually trivial. Cannon has also clashed with and scolded prosecutors repeatedly. When she agreed to hold hearings in June on whether Smith's appointment was legal, outside observers were surprised to hear her entertaining an argument that other courts have repeatedly rejected.

After today's ruling was made public, legal experts immediately predicted that the Justice Department would appeal Cannon's ruling. The government would seem to have a good case there, though it was expected to prevail at the trial court, too. Smith might also request that the case be reassigned to a different judge. Treating Cannon as an impartial jurist in this case has become practically impossible.

Adam Serwer: The Supreme Court puts Trump above the law

Even so, the dismissal is another blow to Garland's Justice Department, which has bobbled the task of handling a lawless ex-president. Trump attempted to steal the 2020 election and then attempted to steal documents that didn't belong to him and whose handling imperiled national security. Yet the Justice Department took until summer 2023 to file charges against him in either case. The documents case is now dead, though it could be revived. The election-subversion case is on life support, after a Supreme Court majority, including three of his appointees, ruled that some of Trump's actions alleged in the case were "official acts" for which he has criminal immunity. A trial judge must now sort through the allegations and decide what is official and what is not.

This is a case where justice delayed may actually be justice denied: If Trump wins the presidency again in November, he is expected to quash the federal cases against him. After a miserable legal stretch, including huge financial penalties in two New York state civil cases and a felony conviction in New York, Trump has scored major wins in the two federal cases against him. These wins suggest a disheartening possibility: It doesn't matter what the law is as long as you appointed the judges.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2024/07/aileen-cannon-trump-mar-a-lago-dismissal/679016/?utm_source=feed



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



Joe Biden Tries to Calm the Waters

Will Donald Trump do the same?

by Peter Wehner




The key to an effective presidential speech is saying the right thing at the right moment. By that standard, President Joe Biden's six-minute Oval Office address last night was a success.

Speaking one day after an assassination attempt against Donald Trump, Biden was gracious, eloquent, and emphatic.

"We cannot, we must not, go down this road in America," Biden said. "There is no place in America for this kind of violence or for any violence ever. Period. No exceptions. We can't allow this violence to be normalized." (Biden, while rightly focusing on the effort to assassinate Trump, also listed several other recent acts of political violence.)

The president urged Americans to "lower the temperature in our politics." And in the best section in the speech, he said this: "Disagreement is inevitable in American democracy. It's part of human nature. But politics must never be a literal battlefield. And, God forbid, a killing field." Politics, the president said, should be an arena for peaceful debate and for the pursuit of justice. We debate, we disagree, we compare, and we contrast, "but in America, we resolve our differences at the ballot box."

David Frum: The gunman and the would-be dictator

In his address, the president was reminding us as much as he was instructing us. He was pleading with Americans to live up to our ideals, to reject extremism and the passions of the mob, to recover a sense of decency and mutual respect in our public discourse.
 
 Biden, at his best, does this pretty well. It's what he did in 2020, when he talked about "the battle for the soul of America." It helped him win the presidency.

But even though Biden's words were at times affecting, the president himself came across as a diminished figure. It's not simply that he stumbled several times during the speech, though that didn't help, because it's yet another reminder of his age. It's that he comes across as frail, an old man valiantly trying to project that he's in command of events rather than at their mercy.

Elliot Ackerman: Lower the volume

America is a seething cauldron of invective and antipathy; the forces that are dividing it are enormously powerful, and they have been building for decades. It would be difficult for any political figure, even the best America has to offer, to repair the breach. Even when he was at the top of his game, Biden wasn't up to that challenge. This version of Biden certainly isn't.

Nevertheless, the president deserves credit for trying. His speech last night was an admirable effort at de-escalation. And this needs to be said, too: Biden, whatever his failures and whatever his limitations, is not the reason our politics is at a boil. It is the presumptive Republican nominee who has sought out conflict, who thrives on it, and, as I wrote when he first ran, who has been a promoter of political violence. The despicable violence aimed at Trump on Saturday doesn't change what we know to be true. And naming what is true, if what is true is malicious, isn't slander.

Joe Biden has done his part to calm the waters. The question is whether Donald Trump will do the same.
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Five Questions for the Secret Service

The agency had one job--and failed.

by Juliette Kayyem




President Joe Biden has now promised a full accounting of how a 20-year-old man was nearly able to assassinate former President Donald Trump. This will be an "independent review"--as it must be, because the United States Secret Service cannot possibly judge itself. Congressional hearings will also occur. Both forms of inquiry will require a serious account of all that transpired, or didn't. The agency had one job--to protect a major political figure from physical harm--and failed.

Five questions must guide these reviews:

Why was the gunman's position outside the security perimeter?

The building used by the shooter seems awfully close to Trump's podium, and a would-be assassin's line of sight from the roof was surprisingly clear. Security perimeters are typically established for crowd containment; if you are inside the perimeter, you will be subject to additional scrutiny, including (as was the case on Saturday) for weapon detection. Threats outside the security perimeter exist. Somehow a gunman with an AR-style weapon was able to get within 150 yards of the protectee. Investigators and the American public need to understand the qualifications of the agent who picked that site's perimeter, including whether he or she was a local Secret Service agent out of Pittsburgh or a member of the presidential detail. (Local agents know the terrain better; members of the presidential detail have far more practice.)

Read: A legendary American photograph

How was the sniper threat understood and addressed? 

The Secret Service deployed countersniper capabilities at the event. That team took out the gunman. Good. But that must also mean the agency understood that a sniper might conceivably target the former president. "The deployment is proof that they knew that there was a likelihood of a long-range threat walking into the rally on Saturday," Jonathan Wackrow, a former Secret Service agent on President Barack Obama's presidential detail, told me. "So why not try to eliminate it better before it got to where it did?"

Security plans for events involving a president or former president typically involve a combination of federal, state, and local agencies. If the investigation confirms that, as law-enforcement officials told the Associated Press, at least one local police officer retreated after the suspect aimed a gun at him, then perhaps such dependency on local capabilities should be reconsidered.

Who said what to whom?

Early reporting suggests that local police, at the very least, had viewed the assailant as suspicious, though he did not enter the security perimeter. Participants at the rally also tried to alert police. That no agents stopped a person raising suspicions or followed him is a massive communication breakdown. Situational awareness is one of the most highly trained aspects of any security plan, and it seemed to just fall apart.

Why did the agents seem to move so slowly?

After shots rang out, seconds seemed to pass before agents stepped in. Then Trump managed to have enough leeway to turn back to the crowd in a defiant fist raise, which leads to the question of whether agents followed basic protocols to shield him from any further threat. There have long been rumors--bolstered by testimony in the January 6 congressional investigation--that members of the Secret Service have grown too close to Trump. Although agents who feel personal loyalty to the former president might be expected to guard him vigorously, they might also be more inclined to make exceptions from rules that many protectees find stifling.

David Frum: The gunman and the would-be dictator

What kind of agency does the Secret Service want to be?

The Secret Service was created in 1865 to combat widespread counterfeiting. Presently, its mission is divided into protective services and financial investigations, in many cases involving cyber and banking crimes. The latter role is a legacy of its original position in the Treasury Department, but the entire agency has since moved to the Department of Homeland Security. Trump, when president, toyed with the idea of moving the Secret Service back; the real issue, though, is not what department it belongs to but its split mission. Perhaps the Secret Service should indeed spin off its financial-investigation duties to another law-enforcement agency and focus solely on defending presidents, former presidents, and other important protectees from attackers who would try to alter the course of our politics by force.
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A Legendary American Photograph

The photo of Trump after the attempt on his life is a badly needed window into the MAGA mindset.

by Tyler Austin Harper




Donald Trump raises a fist. Blood streaks his face. The sky is high, blue, and empty except for an American flag caught in a hard wind. A Secret Service agent has her arms around his waist. The former president's mouth is open, in the middle of a snarled shout. We know from video footage that he is yelling "Fight!," that the crowd is chanting "USA!"

The photograph, by the Associated Press's Evan Vucci, became immediately legendary. However you feel about the man at its center, it is undeniably one of the great compositions in U.S. photographic history. Although I am deeply relieved that Trump survived this assassination attempt, I am no fan of his. But the first time I saw the photo, I felt an emotion that I later recognized, with considerable discomfort, as a fluttering of unbidden nationalist zeal. What encapsulates our American ideal more than bloody defiance and stubborn pride that teeters just on the edge of foolishness? No hunkering and no hiding--standing undaunted and undeterred, fist-pumping your way through an attempted murder. It was a moment when Trump supporters' idea of him--strong, resilient, proud--collided with reality.

I can't help but be moved by this remarkable image, taken by a Pulitzer Prize winner who ran toward the danger, camera in hand, rather than away from it. There is a perverse and paradoxical disjunction between Trump the man, who many argue is a threat to American democracy, and this image of Trump, which seems to capture that same democracy in all its pathology, mythos, and, yes, glory. The Compact editor Sohrab Ahmari tweeted that Trump's instinct--to reflexively gesture in rebellion after being shot at--is "evidence of a truly extraordinary man." He is more than a little right. Extraordinary, after all, is not so much a moral descriptor as an aesthetic one.

David Frum: The gunman and the would-be dictator

The image of Trump, bloody with a raised fist, is destined to adorn T-shirts, magazine covers, full-page spreads in history books, campaign ads. I do not think it is an exaggeration to say that the photo is nearly perfect, one that was captured under extreme duress and that distills the essence of a man in all his contradictions.

Many commentators have already surmised that this image alone will cost our current president his reelection bid. Some rushed to juxtapose pictures of Joe Biden, staring awkwardly and looking frail, with an angry, almost-assassinated Trump. One writer took to X to place the Vucci photo side by side with a still from the film Oppenheimer, implying that the photographer, like the inventor of the atomic bomb, may one day come to feel that his greatest achievement slipped out of his control and ushered in a darker world. The left-wing political commentator Cenk Uygur summarized things more simply still: "Trump sticking the hand up and saying, 'Fight, fight, fight!' while the crowd chanted 'USA, USA, USA!' was bad ass."

All of these reactions, whether fear or resentment or grudging admiration, are understandable. But I wonder whether they miss the point. The real subject of this photograph is not Donald Trump but his supporters. Many of us have mocked Trump stans--their ridiculous fan art that reimagines him with bulging muscles or fighting in the Revolutionary War; their unshakable and cultish belief in his vigor; their desperate desire to see him as he wants to be seen rather than as he is. Yesterday, for a few moments at least, the Trump of MAGA's imagination and reality became indistinguishable. Not even the most slavish devotee of the former president could have dreamed up a more iconic portrait.

Today, Americans are not unified. We are not "All MAGA," as a viral headline this morning suggests. We are angry, bitter, and divided; paranoid and afraid; governed by two parties that seem constitutionally incapable of putting America above their own interests. What happened yesterday does nothing to change that. Nor do a few seconds of real bravery absolve Trump of his sins, or make his political platform more palatable. But I would suggest that Democrats and anti-Trumpers take a break from contextualizing and problematizing and hypothesizing and worrying, and instead spend some time contemplating, if only for a minute or two, this photograph. The man, the flag, the blood, the fist.

Pete Wehner: The power of restraint

It is often difficult for Trump critics to inhabit the mind of one of his supporters, to understand Trump's appeal without immediately defaulting to simplifications like racism and misogyny, explanations that have become less of a skeleton key and more of a shibboleth, particularly as the former president continues to see his support among minorities swell. Vucci has provided us not with an alternative theory of the case but with a badly needed window into the MAGA mindset, allowing all of America, and indeed the world, to see Trump through the eyes of his devotees, people we share this country with.

If Democrats hope to beat Trump and Trumpism, they need to understand the appeal. Which means they need to be able to look at this image and see a promise--one I do not believe Trump can deliver, but a promise nonetheless--of toughness, vitality, and unbowing resolve at a moment when we are wavering, weak, and irresolute before a graying future. The photograph is not a portrait of a man but a through-the-looking-glass vision of America as she would have herself and as many in this country would have her. Our oldest myths briefly became real one bright evening in Butler, Pennsylvania.
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Lower the Volume

Our country cannot afford for politics to become so lethally personal.

by Elliot Ackerman




Election Day will mark nearly 20 years since my friend Dan Malcom was killed on a rooftop in Fallujah. Dan died trying to help my platoon. Friendly artillery had us pinned down on a roof. Hot shards of jagged shrapnel slapped against the side of our building. Dan had climbed into an exposed position to shift that artillery when a sniper's bullet found him. He was 25 years old. When I finally came home from Iraq, I was 24, but I had as many dead friends as an 80-year-old. I also had lots of questions--probably more than I knew at the time. Today, if you ask someone about Fallujah, they're likely to remember the battle but to have forgotten that it was about an election.

It was easy to be cynical about Iraq then, just as it's easy to be cynical about America today. And when I came home, I felt cynical. A senior officer, a man I respected, sensed I was struggling. He took me aside. He told me not to forget what guys like Dan had sacrificed for, and then he showed me a photo of an Iraqi woman, smiling, her ink-stained finger raised in the air. Not long after that battle, millions of Iraqis had voted for the first time in their life, proudly displaying their fingers stained with ink to indicate that they had cast ballots. They made strides toward creating a political system where their country's future would be decided at a ballot box instead of the barrel of a gun.

Yesterday, our country moved tragically in the opposite direction. We have an opportunity now to lower the volume of this race. President Joe Biden took an important step by immediately condemning the shooting in a televised address to the nation. Former President Donald Trump should do his part by saying that violence is never acceptable in our politics and that the results of the election will be respected. The true leader, the one worth voting for, will figure out how to bring the country together in this crisis, even amid an ongoing election campaign.

Next week marks the beginning of the Republican National Convention. The assassination attempt against Trump will be a much-discussed topic; already, some of his supporters are seeking to blame their political opponents. But Trump could take a different path. The Secret Service agent turned conservative commentator Dan Bongino likes to say that the right believes the left contains people with bad ideas, whereas the left believes the right is bad people with ideas. Trump could call on his political opponents and his political allies to embrace the former mantra, distinguishing people from their ideas. Trump has called his enemies "bad people" in the past, but now he's suffered a near-death experience. Sometimes, that changes people.

Democrats have plenty of work to do themselves. Republican leaders have, correctly, asked them to tamp down the "end of democracy" rhetoric. Trump's actions have threatened our democracy in the past and may well do so in the future. But if democracy survives only if Democrats win, then democracy is already dead, because democracy requires choice. Framing specific electoral outcomes as necessary to the survival of the country amounts to the tacit endorsement of extreme actions. Democrats should stop framing their political opposition in such stark terms.

Wars start for political reasons, but they continue because of loss. When you don't simply disagree with someone but you actively hurt them, the political becomes personal. A father who's lost a child to war may fight to avenge a personal loss. Our country cannot afford for politics to become so lethally personal.

Our own democracy has already seen too great an upsurge of political violence: Charlottesville, Virginia; the riots in Minneapolis; January 6. Such violence is a betrayal of those who sacrificed so much, like my friend Dan. The two most unpopular presidential candidates in modern American history can seize this moment to prove their ability to lead, assuring the American people that the future of our country will always be determined at the ballot box and never again at the barrel of a gun.
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The Power of Restraint

None of us is required to imitate the worst among us.

by Peter Wehner




The moment was sickening; the act, despicable. A gunman apparently attempted to assassinate Donald Trump, thankfully failing by inches. But at least one spectator was killed at the rally in Butler, Pennsylvania, and two others were critically injured. The suspected gunman, a 20-year-old Pennsylvania man identified by the FBI as Thomas Matthew Crooks, was shot and killed.

A tragic and horrifying afternoon could have been so much worse.

We don't yet know whether the gunman was motivated by political hatred of the former president, a deranged desire for fame, or some other force. We have to await the results of the investigation.

But what happened yesterday was an assault on American democracy. The democratic order rests on treating those with whom we disagree as opponents rather than enemies, on the belief that we share not just a continent but a country. It means that we respect the outcome of elections and the will of the people, even when those outcomes are ones we profoundly disagree with. It means that even those with whom we fiercely disagree have the right to be heard, and to campaign, and to win.

"To give the victory to the right," President Abraham Lincoln said, "not bloody bullets, but peaceful ballots only, are necessary." Yesterday afternoon, the bullet nearly won. If that had happened, it would have convulsed an already angry, even enraged, country. It's hard enough to contain the demons that are lurking; a successful act of political violence would have summoned them from the vasty deep.

People who love America--especially its political leaders, but not them alone--must now, amid all the fury and distrust, resist the temptation to lash out, to provoke, to blame others, to settle scores. There's been far too much of that already, even in the hours after the apparent attempted assassination of Trump. But there have also been gracious and healing words, including from his critics and his opponent, President Joe Biden.

A beautiful Hebrew word, shalom, refers to overcoming strife and social tension. But it means more than that. It implies harmony, wholeness, justice, and peace in the deepest sense. "Love and fidelity will meet," we read in the Psalms; "righteousness and peace now embrace."

I'm not naive enough to believe that a spirit of shalom will characterize politics in any era, let alone this one. But I believe that good men and women who revere this nation can, at certain key moments, strive to understand one another a little better, to resist the recriminations a little more successfully. We can even, in our best moments, see the humanity and dignity in those with whom we have fought pitched battles.
 
 It's certainly a struggle for me, and I'm sure it's a struggle for a lot of you. And of course it may not happen. We may go in the other direction, and we may ultimately break apart. But nothing is fated, and none of us is required to imitate the worst among us. It's possible to fight for justice without going to dark and dehumanizing places.

Lord Charnwood said of Lincoln, "This most unrelenting enemy to the project of the Confederacy was the one man who had quite purged his heart and mind from hatred or even anger towards his fellow-countrymen of the South."

We can't meet the standards of Lincoln, our greatest president. But from time to time, it's worth reminding ourselves that they're worth aspiring to. This is one of those times.
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A Failure of Security and Democracy

Political violence reveals deep cultural dysfunction, and that dysfunction is what our leaders must address.

by Juliette Kayyem




The apparent assassination attempt on former President Donald Trump in Pennsylvania tonight brings home that democratic failures and security failures are intertwined.

Based on initial reporting, a sniper on a rooftop outside the venue--which people had to pass through a magnetometer to enter--shot at Trump, possibly grazing his ear with a bullet, before being killed by the Secret Service. At least one person at the rally was killed and two more were in serious condition.

Politicians and security experts, especially those focused on the upcoming conventions in Milwaukee and Chicago and future political rallies, must now reckon with the evident mismatch between what we know about political violence--it is pervasive and indiscriminate, according to the FBI--and how we plan for it.

In general, security experts focus on a particular target--a person, usually--and create a so-called perimeter around it. Some security layers are obvious, such as purse or backpack checks. Others are not supposed to be visible, such as plainclothes officers. But the reality is that, at some point, the security perimeter ends. We don't yet know how sophisticated the shooter's plan was, but he apparently knew where he could go without facing a pat-down or firearm detection. His access would suggest that the security perimeter was too limited and too narrow.

David A. Graham: A terrible new era of political violence in America

We can argue about whether the security perimeter should include all rooftops near a rally. And we can argue about extending perimeters farther out from where Trump or President Joe Biden may be. But, again, the perimeter must end, and that will be where the vulnerability begins. Airports tightened the security process for boarding an airplane after the terror attacks on 9/11, for example; Islamic terrorists targeted the check-in area itself at the Brussels Airport, in Zaventem, in 2016.

The practical solution will be to increase safety and security protocols until the election, and probably even after. But it is misleading to believe that this will eliminate the risk. At best, it will reduce it. That is because the threat now is related to a core American activity: political expression through live campaign events and elections.

The shooter's motive is not known yet. But regardless of motive, defending against political violence isn't just about creating an adequate plan for a particular event. Political violence reveals deep cultural dysfunction, and that dysfunction is what our leaders must address. No security perimeter can shield our fractured democracy.
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A Terrible New Era of Political Violence in America

Donald Trump was bloody but "safe" after a shooting at a rally in Pennsylvania, his campaign said.

by David A. Graham




Updated at 9:35 p.m. ET on July 13, 2024.

Former President Donald Trump was rushed offstage at a rally in Pennsylvania tonight after a shooting.

Trump posted on his Truth Social site that he was struck in the ear by a bullet, and the Secret Service said in a statement that a shooter had fired several times from an elevated position toward Trump. The former president raised a fist to the crowd as he was ushered away. His campaign said in a statement that he was "fine and is being checked out at a local medical facility." The rally ended abruptly, and the venue was evacuated. The Secret Service said that the alleged shooter and an audience member were killed, and that two other people were critically injured.

President Joe Biden said in a statement that he had been briefed on the incident. "I'm grateful to hear that he's safe and doing well. I'm praying for him and his family and for all those who were at the rally, as we await further information," Biden said. "There's no place for this kind of violence in America. We must unite as one nation to condemn it."

The incident seems likely to escalate what is already an extremely tense election cycle. Trump is leading polls with a campaign centered on retribution for his political adversaries; he has promised to be a dictator on his first day back in the Oval Office, though only the first day. Meanwhile, Biden's status as the Democratic Party candidate is in question.

From the April 2023 issue: The new anarchy

If this was an assassination attempt on Trump, that would be rare but not unheard-of. President Ronald Reagan survived a shooting in 1981. Former President Theodore Roosevelt was injured by a gunshot during his own attempt to return to the White House in 1912. Senator Robert F. Kennedy was killed during his 1968 campaign for president. Presidents Abraham Lincoln, James Garfield, William McKinley, and John F. Kennedy were all fatally shot while in office.

Trump's campaign rallies have frequently witnessed violence or the threat of it, though not in the past directed at the candidate. Protesters demonstrating against Trump have been assaulted, and Trump himself has encouraged attacks against them.

The most serious incident of political violence in recent American history occurred on January 6, 2021, following a Trump rally in Washington, D.C., when a crowd incited by Trump attacked and sacked the U.S. Capitol, bloodying police officers and disrupting Congress. Some protesters erected a gallows, carried zip ties, and said they were hunting for then-Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi and Vice President Mike Pence.

The incidents fit into a broad pattern in notable incidents of political violence in the United States. In June 2017, a domestic terrorist opened fire on members of Congress practicing for an annual baseball game, gravely wounding Steve Scalise, a member of House Republican leadership. Two months later, neo-Nazis rampaged through the streets of Charlottesville, Virginia, and one woman was killed. In 2018, a man mailed pipe bombs to several perceived opponents of Trump. Several men were convicted in a 2020 plot to kidnap Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer, a Democrat. In 2022, a man was arrested for plotting to assassinate Supreme Court Justice Brett Kavanaugh. Another man was killed after attacking an FBI office in Ohio, and a man who attacked Pelosi's husband was recently convicted.

Gretchen Whitmer: The plot to kidnap me

Many of these incidents have an apparent connection to political events; others, including the 2022 killing of a retired judge in Wisconsin, appear to reflect interpersonal animosity, and some perpetrators have shown signs of mental disturbance. The number of Americans who say that political violence is sometimes justified has also risen.

My colleague Adrienne LaFrance reported on the trend in April 2023. "In recent years, Americans have contemplated a worst-case scenario, in which the country's extreme and widening divisions lead to a second Civil War," she noted. "But what the country is experiencing now--and will likely continue to experience for a generation or more--is something different. The form of extremism we face is a new phase of domestic terror, one characterized by radicalized individuals with shape-shifting ideologies willing to kill their political enemies. Unchecked, it promises an era of slow-motion anarchy."

What happens in the aftermath of the incident today will depend a great deal on what details emerge about this shooting and how Trump recovers. But it will also depend on the way the nation's leaders react. Many national politicians immediately responded with condemnations of violence and prayers for Trump. Political scientists have found that even voters who hold antidemocratic attitudes are influenced strongly by top political figures. In this fragile moment, the nation desperately needs prudent and wise leadership.
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        When the Press Turns Its Back on Press Freedom
        Timothy McLaughlin

        Hong Kong's leaders have found plenty of help--whether from active colluders, the silently complicit, or the simply fearful--during their five-year campaign to rid the city of opposition and dissent. This week, the editors of one of America's most prominent newspapers may have made an unexpected contribution: A Wall Street Journal reporter says she was fired after choosing to stand up for press freedom in Hong Kong.Earlier today, Selina Cheng, a Journal reporter based in Hong Kong, announced in a s...
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A hundred years ago, more than 3,000 athletes from 44 nations gathered in France for the Paris 1924 Summer Olympic Games (compared with 2024, when more than 10,000 athletes are expected from 206 nations). In 1924, competition took place in 126 events across 23 disciplines, at 17 Olympic venues in and aro...

      

      
        Make America Hungary Again
        Zack Beauchamp

        At last week's NATO summit, one allied leader distinguished himself from the pack of those anxious about the possibility that Joe Biden might lose the November presidential election to Donald Trump: Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, the leader of the European Union's only authoritarian member state, accused his European peers of being "the people on the Titanic playing violins as the ship went down." Orban left the conference early on Thursday to meet with Trump in Florida--his second visit t...
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Last week marked the second anniversary of when the first images were released from NASA's James Webb Space Telescope (JWST). The telescope was launched in December 2021 and remains in orbit around a point in space about 1 million miles from Earth. In the pa...

      

      
        The Final Six Months of U.S. Aid for Ukraine
        Phillips Payson O'Brien

        The Ukrainian people may be six months away from losing military aid from the United States--again. President Joe Biden, however, seems not to recognize any urgency. When ABC's George Stephanopoulos asked him how he'd feel if Donald Trump defeated him in November, Biden responded, "I'll feel as long as I gave it my all and I did the good as job as I know I can do, that's what this is about." Biden's personal feelings will be small consolation to the Ukrainian people, for whom Trump's return could ...
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A stegosaurus fossil up for auction in New York, a newborn pangolin at the Prague Zoo, a Volleyball on Water tournament in Slovenia, a lightsaber training session in Mexico City, a scene from this year's Tour de France, and much more
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The Yadnya Kasada festival is a month-long event that for centuries has been celebrated by the Hindu Tenggerese people, an ethnic group in Eastern Java, Indonesia. A part of the festival involves worshippers carrying offerings up the slope of Mount Bromo, an active volcano, and throwing them int...

      

      
        Iran's Supreme Leader Is Worried
        Arash Azizi

        Iran has taken a turn that hardly anyone could have seen coming a few short months ago. For years, Iran's reformist faction has languished in the political wilderness, banished there by hard-liners more aligned with Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and by a disillusioned electorate convinced that its votes did not matter. Few imagined this year that the reformists were about to make a comeback and elect a president for the first time since 2001. Yet on July 5, this is precisely what happened...
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When the Press Turns Its Back on Press Freedom

A <em>Wall Street Journal</em> reporter in Hong Kong says she was fired for her advocacy.

by Timothy McLaughlin




Hong Kong's leaders have found plenty of help--whether from active colluders, the silently complicit, or the simply fearful--during their five-year campaign to rid the city of opposition and dissent. This week, the editors of one of America's most prominent newspapers may have made an unexpected contribution: A Wall Street Journal reporter says she was fired after choosing to stand up for press freedom in Hong Kong.

Earlier today, Selina Cheng, a Journal reporter based in Hong Kong, announced in a statement that she had been fired shortly after she was elected chair of the Hong Kong Journalists Association. The HKJA is the city's largest journalism union and advocates for press freedom. Ever since Hong Kong's government quelled prodemocracy protests in 2019, it and the Chinese state media have made a point of attacking the HKJA for supposedly destabilizing and bad-mouthing the city.

Cheng told reporters at a press conference outside the Journal's Hong Kong office that her editors had pressured her not to run for chair of the association last month. They also asked her to step down from the association's board, of which she'd been a member since 2021, she said. Cheng refused the requests, even though she says she was told that doing so was "incompatible with my job."

Read: A newsroom at the edge of autocracy

"The right for reporters to work without fear must be protected not just by the law, but more crucially by ourselves--reporters, editors, and publishers," she said today.

A spokesperson for Dow Jones, which publishes the Journal, responded to a request for clarification by email. "While we can confirm that we made some personnel changes today, we don't comment on specific individuals," the email said, adding that the newspaper "has been and continues to be a fierce and vocal advocate for press freedom in Hong Kong and around the world."

Hong Kong's press freedoms have drastically constricted since 2019, according to Reporters Without Borders. Cheng's dismissal highlights the insidious effect of two sweeping, draconian national-security laws in this regard. The power of these laws, enacted in 2020 and earlier this year, is amplified by fear, which can lead organizations to go even further than the mandates demand.

Before she went to The Wall Street Journal, Cheng, a graduate of Columbia Journalism School, worked as an investigative reporter at HK01, a Chinese-language outlet. There she did the type of reporting that was once the hallmark of Hong Kong's spirited press corps. In 2017, she published a three-part series revealing accusations of sexual harassment against an associate of the disgraced Hollywood mogul Harvey Weinstein. Another of her investigations detailed horrific conditions and child abuse at a school for special-needs children in Hong Kong.

Starting around 2019, however, such reporting became more and more perilous in Hong Kong, as the city's government homed in on what it called "soft resistance," a catchall phrase for views that the authorities disliked. Numerous media outlets, including the prodemocracy newspaper Apple Daily, have been forced to close, and the ranks of journalists in the city have thinned considerably.

Cheng worked briefly for the independent Hong Kong Free Press, then joined The Wall Street Journal in 2022. In June, she was elected chair of the HKJA. The association had already endured waves of intensifying pressure. The HKJA's previous chair told me that he had been doxxed and frequently tailed around the city. Earlier this month, the Chinese-nationalist Global Times published a lengthy "investigation" into the HKJA, concluding that the association had a "spotty history of colluding with separatist politicians and instigating riots in Hong Kong." The outlet described Cheng's election as "absurd and disturbing" and singled out her reporting for the Journal as "attacking" Hong Kong's laws.

These days in Hong Kong, a verbal assault from state media or officials can be enough to spur a hasty retreat. The fear is understandable: Those charged under Hong Kong's new laws are almost always convicted, and almost never granted bail. Many Hong Kongers may decide that the risk is too great, and no one should judge them for it.

Read: How China weaponized the press

But large, international organizations with reach and influence are another matter. When these companies act preemptively out of fear, they provide cover for officials who can rightly point out that the organizations acted of their own accord. Some apparently find it easier to jump than even to risk being pushed.

"This is how press freedom dies--in seemingly minor accommodations and compromises that add up over time," Sheila Coronel of Columbia Journalism School wrote in a LinkedIn post. The observation applies broadly across Hong Kong, where many institutions have been corroded by timidity over the past five years.

The Atlantic reported in 2022 that major news outlets told their reporters not to run for president of the Foreign Correspondents Club of Hong Kong for fear of political backlash. One of those outlets was the Journal. Similar pressure tactics appear to have failed with Cheng, who survived a round of layoffs in May.

According to Cheng's statement, a Journal editor told her that newspaper employees could not be seen as advocating for press freedom in Hong Kong, even though such advocacy was allowed in Western countries, where press freedom is established. The apparent double standard is striking: The Journal seemed to have no problem with Cheng's reporting on the city's diminishing freedoms, but has allegedly drawn a line at the notion that she would directly defend those freedoms.

Such irresolution is particularly baffling coming from a newspaper that has, commendably, spared no effort to free Evan Gershkovich, its reporter who is detained in Russia. The Journal has a landing page dedicated to Gershkovich, with a timer clocking his days in jail.

"The necessity for journalists to uphold and defend press freedom is not relative to where we are in the world," Cheng said in her statement. That sentiment is one that the Journal, until recently, appeared to share.
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        A Century Ago, the Paris 1924 Summer Olympics
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            A hundred years ago, more than 3,000 athletes from 44 nations gathered in France for the Paris 1924 Summer Olympic Games (compared with 2024, when more than 10,000 athletes are expected from 206 nations). In 1924, competition took place in 126 events across 23 disciplines, at 17 Olympic venues in and around the city. Gathered below are images of the many events, athletes, and spectators at the 1924 Summer Olympics.


To receive an email notification every time new photo stories are published, sign up here.


        

        

        
        



    
 
    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: A team of 11 gymnasts pose in varying difficult stances, forming a symmetric scene.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Original caption from July 9, 1924: "Rocquencourt, France--The American Olympic candidates are taking more honors than hoped. Every man is right up to the minute physically, due to the rigorous training. Photo shows the American gymnasts during practice stunts at their Rocquencourt headquarters near here."
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                [image: An aerial view of a stadium, showing many people lining up to get in and watch an ongoing soccer match]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                An aerial view of Colombes Olympic Stadium, situated along the Seine river near Paris, as spectators file in to watch the football final during the 1924 Olympic Games
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                [image: Athletes march in a parade around the track inside a stadium, watched by a large crowd of spectators in the stands.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A general view of the Opening Ceremony of the Summer Olympics at Colombes Stadium on July 5, 1924
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                [image: Dignitaries sit in the stands of a stadium during an opening ceremony.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Edward, Prince of Wales (center), and Gaston Doumergue, president of France (right), attend the Opening Ceremony of the Summer Olympics in July 1924.
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                [image: Athletes in dress uniforms stand in rows inside a stadium.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The women of Team Great Britain, seen at the Opening Ceremony of the 1924 Olympic Games
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                [image: A person stands at a podium draped with an Olympic flag, addressing an audience, while surrounded by men wearing suits, and rows of athletes.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Count Justinien Clary, president of the French Olympic Committee, speaks during the Opening Ceremony.
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                The Indian delegation prepares to march into the Olympic Stadium during the Opening Ceremony.
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                [image: Runners kneel at a starting line, preparing to start a 100 meter race.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Runners ready themselves at the start of a 100-meter-flat qualifying heat on July 6, 1924. Note the ropes separating the lanes, and the divots dug into the track to help them push off.
                #
            

            
                
                
                Archives CNOSF / AFP / Getty
                
            

        

        
        
        
    


    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: Several runners pass by during a cross-country race.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The Finnish athlete Paavo Nurmi runs ahead of the pack, leading the men's individual cross-country event at the Summer Olympics, around the Colombes suburb of Paris, on July 12, 1924. To the left of the frame, a photographer records the race (having just passed the Rue Paul Bert), with spectators standing behind a stone wall in the background. Nurmi won gold in the event.
                #
            

            
                
                
                Central Press / Hulton Archive / Getty
                
            

        

        
        
        
    


    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: A goalkeeper approaches a ball as other soccer players rush toward him.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The Netherlands goalkeeper Gejus van der Meulen interrupts an attack by a player from Team Uruguay on June 6, 1924, during the Olympic Games in Paris.
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                [image: A tennis player runs while swinging her racket during a match.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Helen Wills of the United States plays during the doubles tennis match featuring Wills and partner Hazel Wightman against the British duo Phyllis Covell and Kathleen McKane. Wills and Wightman won the gold.
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                [image: A weightlifter holds an old-fashioned barbell over his head.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                France's Maurice Martin, fourth in the featherweight weightlifting event, lifts during the 1924 Olympic Games.
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                [image: Runners lean and stretch as they cross a finish line.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Britain's Harold Abrahams wins the 100-meter-flat final, ahead of Jackson Scholz of the United States and Arthur Porritt of New Zealand, at the 1924 Olympic Games.
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                [image: Several people use early radio equipment set up inside a race track in a stadium.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Original caption from Paris, July 1924: "This photo shows the radio station at the Colombes Stadium, by means of which spectators were able to follow the progress of the (Olympic) marathon race. Scouts along the route reported to this station by telephone, and a series of amplifiers carried the information to the thousands in the stands."
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                [image: A gymnast is seen in mid-air, leaping over a bar toward a vaulting horse apparatus.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                France's Albert Seguin performs a vault on the field inside Colombes Olympic Stadium on July 17, 1924. The format of the vault event at these Olympics differs from modern vaults--competitors ran and jumped from a small springboard, leaping over a bar, landing on their hands, and swinging their legs forward to land on the ground.
                #
            

            
                
                
                Archives CNOSF / AFP / Getty
                
            

        

        
        
        
    


    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: People help hold up three tandem bicycles and riders on a track as they prepare for a race.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Teams prepare at the start of the tandem-cycling final at La Cipale Municipal Velodrome on July 26, 1924.
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                [image: Rows of rifle shooters take aim inside a shooting gallery.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Rows of competitors take aim during an Olympic shooting event in Reims on June 23, 1924.
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                [image: Eight rowers and a coxswain sit in a racing shell, floating in a broad river.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Team Great Britain, seen during a men's eights rowing event on the Seine in Paris
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                [image: An athlete, photographed in mid-air, during a running long jump.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                DeHart Hubbard of the United States wins the  running long jump with a distance of 24 feet 6 inches, becoming the first African American to win an individual Olympic gold medal.
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                [image: A group photo of a couple of dozen photographers in 1924, seen inside a sports stadium.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The official photographers covering the events at the Paris Games pose inside Colombes Olympic Stadium in July 1924.
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                [image: An athlete seen at the top of a pole-vault attempt]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The American Lee Barnes competes in the pole-vault final.
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                [image: Two exhausted runners pass by on a track, in front of a large crowd.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Ville Ritola of Finland runs toward a gold-medal finish in the 10,000-meter event, with Edvin Wide of Sweden in second place, on the track in Colombes Stadium on July 6, 1924.
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                [image: Three athletes in swimsuits sit together on concrete.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The American swimmers Ruth Thomas, Helen Wainwright, and Martha Norelius, photographed during an event in Paris, 1924
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                [image: Swimmers dive in at the start of a race, watched by a large crowd.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Swimmers dive in at the start of the first heat of the 4x200m relay semifinals in the Tourelles water-sports stadium on July 18, 1924.
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                [image: A person makes a high dive into a pool in an aquatics stadium filled with many spectators.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The American Caroline Smith wins the 10-meter-high diving competition at the Tourelles water-sports stadium.
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                [image: A diver stretches out in mid-air during a high dive.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Elizabeth Becker, from the United States, dives during the 1924 Games.
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                [image: Many cheering spectators in the stands of a stadium]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                An energized crowd cheers for Olympic competitors inside the Tourelles water-sports stadium on July 15, 1924.
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                [image: Two swimmers shake hands beside a swimming pool.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Olympic swimmers from Team USA, Johnny Weissmuller and Duke Kahanamoku, shake hands during the competition at the 1924 Paris Olympics.
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                [image: A crowd watches a water polo match.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Greece meets Czechoslovakia in a water-polo qualifier at the Tourelles water-sports stadium.
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                [image: A small pack of marathon runners, running on a tree-lined road.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Olympic marathon runners pass by on the road to Cormeilles in July 1924.
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                [image: A tennis player reaches out to swing their racket and hit a ball during a match.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The Frenchman Rene Lacoste takes on Vincent Richards, an American, in the men's singles quarterfinal on July 17, 1924.
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  We want to hear what you think about this article. Submit a letter to the editor or write to letters@theatlantic.com.
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Make America Hungary Again

Building a quasi-dictatorship in a place where most people believe in democracy is a particular art that Viktor Orban has mastered.

by Zack Beauchamp




At last week's NATO summit, one allied leader distinguished himself from the pack of those anxious about the possibility that Joe Biden might lose the November presidential election to Donald Trump: Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban, the leader of the European Union's only authoritarian member state, accused his European peers of being "the people on the Titanic playing violins as the ship went down." Orban left the conference early on Thursday to meet with Trump in Florida--his second visit to Mar-a-Lago this year, after he went there in March to endorse Trump's presidential bid.

This is no unrequited love affair. In the past several years, Orban has become perhaps the most popular foreign leader in the Republican Party. Trump released a video in April calling Orban a "great man," and vowing to work closely with him "once again when I take the oath of office." Senator J. D. Vance, Trump's running mate, has cited Orban as a policy inspiration, saying that "he's made some smart decisions there that we could learn from in the United States."

Trump's admiration for autocrats is no secret, but Orban represents something particularly insidious. Hungary has become an authoritarian beachhead in the heart of Europe by custom-building its quasi-dictatorship to survive and even thrive in a place where most people believe in democracy. Orban has created a system that can pull the wool over his citizens' eyes, making them feel as though they have power over the state even as the state exerts power over them.


This article has been adapted from Zack Beauchamp's new book, The Reactionary Spirit: How America's Most Insidious Political Tradition Swept the World.



In theory, Hungary should have been rocky soil for authoritarianism to flourish, given its decades-long, bitter experience with communism. But the reactionary spirit--the impulse to turn to authoritarianism as a means of staving off social change--remained a powerful lure for sectors of its society. Orban skillfully manipulated this sentiment to build support for his political project and hid his assault on democracy behind subtle, legalistic maneuvering. He devised a playbook for paying lip service to democracy while hollowing out its institutions until an incumbent basically can't lose. The Republican Party's chorus of praise for this project is revealing, to say the least.



Hungary's transition to democracy in the early 1990s was so swift and smooth as to be the envy of many of its neighbors, particularly the ones to its south and east. In those years, Hungary was widely seen as a model of post-communist economic, political, and social stability. Orban and his Fidesz party were an important part of that success story. They emerged from an anti-communist student movement on the center right, and Orban served as prime minister from 1998 to 2002.

In 2002, Fidesz lost an election to Hungary's center-left Socialists. Orban spent the next eight years nursing a political grudge that would curdle into an ever more hard-line political agenda. He was fortunate in his enemies: The country's economy was devastated by the 2008 recession, and the Socialist government was mired in scandal. Its leader, Ferenc Gyurcsany, had been caught on tape admitting that he had lied about Hungary's economic situation. In 2010, Fidesz campaigned as a clean and competent alternative to an unpopular incumbent.

Jacob Heilbrunn: Behind the American right's fascination with Viktor Orban

The party returned to power with a two-thirds majority--and as the avatar of a new, hard-right authoritarianism that was not quite what it had promised voters. So instead of announcing their intention to construct an autocratic state, Orban and his allies approached the project like lawyers--altering the Hungarian legal code in ways both bold and devious. Many of their tactics passed below the radar of all but the most attentive experts and activists. Over time, the combined weight of them made Fidesz extremely difficult to dislodge through electoral means.

First, the party rewrote the entire Hungarian constitution in secret. Parliament passed the new constitution after only nine days of debate. Changes included a restructuring of Hungarian elections, such that more than half of parliamentary representatives would be chosen through single-member, American-style districts (the remainder are determined by a national proportional-vote share). In drawing the new districts, Fidesz abused a rule that allowed the government to vary them in size from roughly 60,000 to 90,000 people.


(Top) Members of the Hungarian new government take the oath of office at Hungarian Parliament in Budapest, Hungary on May 24, 2022. (Bottom) Hungary's Prime Minister Viktor Orban holds a news conference in Budapest, Hungary, June 12, 2020. (Attila Volgyi Xinhua / eyevine /Redux; Bernadett Szabo / Reuters)



The new map packed opposition voters into a handful of larger districts, diluting their votes, while pro-Fidesz voters were distributed among smaller districts. This gerrymandered system would allow Fidesz to fall short of a popular-vote majority but still win a two-thirds majority in Parliament--something that happened not once but twice, in 2014 and 2018.

A blizzard of other electoral changes accompanied the redistricting. Each was incremental, and potentially even defensible in isolation. But in combination, the laws erected extraordinary barriers that would keep opposition parties from winning elections. For example, the old system had allowed for a runoff in any district where the victorious candidate got less than 50 percent of the vote. The new system abolished the runoff, allowing a party to win a district with a mere plurality. At the same time, Fidesz created a rule that required national parties to compete in at least 27 single-member districts--even as the party passed laws that made it trickier for small parties to unite on a joint list. The result was that the various opposition parties were basically forced to split the anti-Fidesz vote in many districts, allowing Orban's candidates to win with relatively small pluralities.

Such election-law minutiae can be confusing, even boring. Fidesz leaders knew this and counted on the public to tune out the legal arcana as the party adopted rafts of technical new policies that together served to entrench it in power. Kim Lane Scheppele, a professor at Princeton who studies Hungarian law, told me that the relevant changes were sometimes hidden across different statutes in unrelated areas. A significant change to election law might end up in, for example, counterterrorism legislation.

Scheppele termed Orban's overall strategy "autocratic legalism," which she defined as the use of legally aboveboard, procedurally sound, incremental measures to replace democratic practices with authoritarian ones. Fidesz tends to pass laws that somewhat resemble those in peer democracies, so that the party can maintain a democratic veneer--and plausibly say that it's standing up for freedom while actually restricting it.

Many of Orban's early policies follow this pattern. One law lowered the maximum retirement age for judges from 70 to 62, which created hundreds of vacancies that Fidesz promptly filled with its allies. Orban then expanded the jurisdiction of the constitutional court, which is tasked with reviewing legislation, to ensure that his newly appointed friends would be the ones deciding key cases for his government. In 2018, Orban went on to form a whole new court system to oversee "administrative" concerns, such as election law and corruption. Its judges were--unsurprisingly--Fidesz cronies.

The combination of a two-thirds majority in Parliament and control over the courts has allowed the Fidesz government to assert its will across Hungarian society, systematically taking control of institutions that could potentially threaten its lock on political power.

The press is perhaps the most striking example. After the 2010 election, the government passed a law that brought Hungary's public media outlets--the equivalents of, say, the BBC in Britain--under the aegis of a new Fidesz-controlled institution that fired independent reporters and replaced them with government mouthpieces. The law also created a body called the Media Council, which Fidesz dominated, and gave it the power to fine private media organizations for vague offenses (such as failing to be balanced). Marius Dragomir, a professor at Central European University, told me that Orban sold this move as a corrective to left-wing bias in Hungarian media, although in reality, left-wing simply meant independent of Orban.

But Fidesz's most effective tool in bringing the press to heel may have been simple market pressure. During the 2010s, the news media globally experienced a revenue crisis as advertising dollars flowed instead to online giants such as Google. In Hungary, the government had traditionally purchased advertising space from media outlets for public-service announcements and the like, and the outlets depended inordinately on this revenue. Fidesz politicized the funding stream, shoveling government ad dollars toward friendly outlets while letting critical outlets starve until they had little choice but to be sold off to the state or one of its allies. Whenever market pressure wasn't enough, the party would use the tools provided by the 2010 media law.

Dragomir's research found that, by 2017, roughly 90 percent of all media in Hungary was directly or indirectly controlled by the government, and the proportion has only grown since. On a single day in 2018, Fidesz cronies consolidated about 500 outlets under the management of a new Fidesz-run "nonprofit" called the Central European Press and Media Foundation, which overnight became the largest media conglomerate in Europe. In 2020, Index--the largest remaining independent outlet in the country--was sold to Fidesz interests. In 2021, the radio station Klubradio, which had somehow survived losing 90 percent of its ad revenue during Fidesz's first year back in power, was forced off the airwaves by the Media Council. Klubradio now broadcasts exclusively online; the government gave its former frequency to a pro-Fidesz outlet.

Today Hungary is in the grips of a near-perfect system of subtle authoritarianism. Elections do not need to be nakedly rigged, in the sense of falsifying vote counts, because the deck is so stacked against the opposition that winning is functionally impossible. The greatest proof of the system's resilience came in 2022, when Hungary's main opposition parties overcame numerous hurdles to unite on a single ticket. In each district, these parties carefully selected the candidates--more conservative ones in rural areas, more left-leaning ones in Budapest--who would best compete with Fidesz. The idea was to circumvent the system that had forced vote splitting between opposition candidates and give the Hungarian people a binary choice: Fidesz or literally anyone else.

Perhaps this gambit could have worked in 2014, before Orban fully consolidated control. But in the intervening years, the electoral rules and the press had become so tilted that even a united opposition faced nearly insurmountable challenges. Financially hobbled, fighting on a gerrymandered map, and unable to get its message out because of government control of the press, the opposition was crushed. Fidesz won another two-thirds majority in Parliament, fueled in large part by victories in single-member districts outside Budapest--where it won an astonishing 98 percent of seats.



When I first visited Hungary in 2018, the idea that Viktor Orban might become a major figure in Republican Party politics would have been laughable. But over the course of the next few years, the radicalizing American right fell in love with Orban's Hungary. Today it is to the American right what the Nordic countries have long been to the American left: a utopian blueprint for what their country could and should be.

The relationship is a triumph for Orban, who has spent millions on lobbyists and organizations such as the Danube Institute to make Fidesz's case to a global audience. But many countries spend lavishly on public relations and foreign lobbying without capturing the heart of one of the two major parties in the world's only superpower. Hungary's rise in America is not just about money; it is a reflection of a deep ideological affinity.

Bernard-Henri Levy: How an anti-totalitarian militant discovered ultranationalism

Many of Hungary's admirers on the American right see Hungary as an exemplar of effective Christian conservative governance and a bulwark against the depredations of the cultural left. Indeed, Orban has won a string of cultural victories. He has banned gay couples from adopting, built a barrier on the Serbian border to block migration, and prohibited government IDs from recognizing a person's gender as anything other than the one assigned at birth. Hungary's education system is dominated by the right; so, too, is its mainstream media. Hungarian conservatives have won their country's culture war in a way that their peers haven't anywhere else in the Western world. Some on the global right find much to admire, even envy, in those accomplishments.

But Orban is not a normal conservative. He is an authoritarian who has self-consciously instrumentalized a central component of conservatism, its commitment to seeing value in tradition and existing social norms, in the service of securing his hold on power. In his addresses to American audiences. Orban has deliberately pushed his hard-line assault on traditional democratic institutions as a necessary response to an insurgent, even revolutionary, left. In a speech to CPAC Dallas in 2022, he argued that conservatives "cannot fight successfully by liberal means" because "our opponents use liberal institutions, concepts, and language to disguise their Marxist and hegemonist plans."


Viktor Orban speaks at the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) in Dallas, Texas, U.S., August 4, 2022. (Shelby Tauber / Reuters / Redux)



Orban has sold the GOP a package deal that more and more Republicans are willing to buy--one that does not separate the authoritarianism out from the cultural conservatism but that accepts the former as a necessary means of accomplishing the latter.

Of course, nothing about idealizing foreign autocrats is uniquely conservative. Prominent thinkers on the Western left routinely exaggerated the Soviet Union's accomplishments and downplayed its crimes, even at the height of Stalinist depravity. One of history's most influential libertarian thinkers, the economist Friedrich Hayek, proudly defended Augusto Pinochet's murderous dictatorship in Chile on anti-socialist grounds. But there was never much risk that a Soviet apologist would win a national election in Cold War America; no libertarian politician won power on a platform of instituting a Pinochet-style dictatorship in Western Europe. Outright rejection of democracy doesn't work in a context where democracy represents the consensus position.

By contrast, Orban's autocratic legalism is designed to create the appearance of democracy, supplying plausible deniability to the project of democratic dismantlement. This is the playbook to watch for when Donald Trump, Ron DeSantis, and many other prominent Republicans cite Hungary as a "model." And they do cite it. In a 2022 interview, Kevin Roberts, the head of the Heritage Foundation, said that "modern Hungary is not just a model for conservative statecraft, but the model." Roberts met with Orban privately in March and issued a public statement afterward announcing that he was "especially proud of our relationship with Prime Minister Orban, whose leadership in Hungary on immigration, family policy, and the importance of the nation-state is a model for conservative governance."

Roberts is one of the driving forces behind Project 2025, the now-famous blueprint for a second Trump term. That document proposes Fidesz-style policies for the United States, such as replacing 50,000 federal bureaucrats with Trump-aligned ideologues. In his foreword to the document, Roberts makes the case for these policies in distinctly Orbanist terms, arguing that seizing control of the bureaucracy is necessary to win the culture war.

"Federal spending is the secret lifeblood of the Great Awokening. Nearly every power center held by the Left is funded or supported, one way or another, through the bureaucracy," he writes. "A conservative President must move swiftly," he adds, to "remove the career and political bureaucrats" behind these developments.

Project 2025 also promotes a strikingly Hungarian solution to what the Trump administration lawyer Gene Hamilton believes is a problem with the Justice Department--namely that it has become "a bloated bureaucracy with a critical core of personnel who are infatuated with the perpetuation of a radical liberal agenda." The project's reform proposal, which Hamilton wrote, suggests bringing on large numbers of new political appointees to supervise "every office and component across the department--especially in the Civil Rights Division, the FBI, and the Executive Office for Immigration Review." Hamilton suggests transferring authority over elections from the Civil Rights Division to the Criminal Division, and assigning criminal attorneys to investigate election officials involved in what he describes as "fraud" in the 2020 presidential election.

The chapter on the media is even more nakedly Orbanist. In it, Heritage fellow Mike Gonzalez proposes stripping the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, which provides funding to NPR and PBS, of its public funding and status--a move specifically billed as punishment for covering stories in a way that Gonzalez doesn't approve. He describes the CPB's budget as "half a billion dollars squandered on leftist opinion each year."

All of these proposals might have been generated independently, without any reference to Hungary. But the Republican Party of Donald Trump has made no secret of its admiration of Hungary's government, and it has arrived at policy proposals that bear more than a surface-level similarity to Orban's authoritarian efforts at power consolidation. This, together with the explicit imitation coming from people such as Vance and DeSantis, show that the affinities are shaping the agenda at the highest level.

Yasmeen Serhan: The last chance to stop autocracy in Hungary

Americans tend to imagine that the end of democracy will come with a bang--something like January 6, signaling a fundamental break with the existing constitutional order. But the ever strengthening connections between Fidesz and the GOP suggest a different and more insidious possibility: a second Trump administration quietly and bureaucratically reshuffling the American legal apparatus to put Washington on the road to Budapest.
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        Two Years of Amazing Images From the James Webb Space Telescope

        
            	Alan Taylor

            	July 16, 2024

            	16 Photos

            	In Focus

        


        
            Last week marked the second anniversary of when the first images were released from NASA's James Webb Space Telescope (JWST). The telescope was launched in December 2021 and remains in orbit around a point in space about 1 million miles from Earth. In the past year, JWST has continued to fuel new discoveries, as well as returning more spectacular views of the universe around us. Gathered here is a collection of images from JWST's second year in space.


To receive an email notification every time new photo stories are published, sign up here.


        

        

        
        



    
 
    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: Long arms of swirling dust surround the center of a distant galaxy.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                JWST's observations of NGC 628, a face-on spiral galaxy, combine near- and mid-infrared light, and accentuate the glowing lanes and clouds of dust lying within its spiral arms.
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                [image: A view of the edge of a distant nebula, looking like a bright cloud in outer space]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The Horsehead Nebula, imaged by the NIRCam (Near-Infrared Camera) instrument on NASA's James Webb Space Telescope, featuring a portion of the "horse's mane" about 0.8 light-years wide. The ethereal clouds that appear blue at the bottom of the image are dominated by cold, molecular hydrogen. Red-colored wisps extending above the main nebula represent mainly atomic hydrogen gas. In this area, known as a photodissociation region, ultraviolet light from nearby young, massive stars creates a mostly neutral, warm area of gas and dust between the fully ionized gas above and the colder nebula below. As with many Webb images, distant galaxies are sprinkled in the background.
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                [image: A bright ringed planet, seen from its top, framed by the blackness of space and a smattering of distant galaxies.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This image from the JWST shows a spectacular bright view of the north pole, rings, and 14 of the 27 moons of the planet Uranus. Many of the light sources in the backdrop are much more distant galaxies. The reflected sunlight from Uranus took about two and a half hours to reach the Earth, compared with the millions or billions of years light has traveled from these background galaxies.
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                [image: A close view of the interior of a vast nebula, looking like the remnants of a gigantic explosion.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                JWST gazed at the Crab Nebula in the search for answers about the supernova remnant's origins. Webb's NIRCam and MIRI (Mid-Infrared Instrument) have revealed new details in infrared light. Similar to the Hubble optical wavelength image released in 2005, in Webb images the remnant appears to comprise a crisp, cagelike structure of fluffy red-orange filaments of gas that trace doubly ionized sulfur. Among the remnant's interior, yellow-white and green fluffy ridges form large-scale looping structures, which represent areas where dust particles reside.
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                [image: A broad view of many stars packed densely together together]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This image shows the irregular galaxy NGC 6822, as observed by the NIRCam mounted on JWST, revealing the galaxy's countless stars in incredible detail. Here, the dust and gas that pervade the galaxy are reduced to translucent red wisps, laying the stars bare for astronomical study.
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                [image: Telescopic view of interacting stars that throw off great glowing jets of material]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                JWST captured this image of a tightly bound pair of actively forming stars, known as Herbig-Haro 46/47, in high-resolution near-infrared light. Look for them at the center of the red diffraction spikes. The stars are buried deeply, appearing as an orange-white splotch. They are surrounded by a disk of gas and dust that continues to add to their mass. HH 46/47 is an important object to study because it is relatively young--only a few thousand years old. Stars take millions of years to fully form. Targets like this also give researchers insight into how stars gather mass over time, potentially allowing them to model how our own sun, a low-mass star, formed. The two-sided orange lobes were created by earlier ejections from these stars.
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                [image: Many galaxies, seen clustered together, with some distorted and stretched]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This view of galaxy cluster MACS 0416 was created by combining infrared observations from JWST with visible-light data from NASA's Hubble Space Telescope. This cluster magnifies the light from more distant background galaxies through gravitational lensing. As a result, the research team has been able to identify magnified supernovae and even very highly magnified individual stars.
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                [image: A telescopic view of two distant interacting galaxies, with one of them twisted into a shape that resembles the head and neck of a penguin]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The distorted spiral galaxy at center, the Penguin, and the compact elliptical galaxy at left, the Egg, are locked in an active embrace. A new near- and mid-infrared image from the James Webb Space Telescope was taken to mark its second year of science. The pair, known jointly as Arp 142, made its first pass between 25 and 75 million years ago--causing "fireworks," or new star formation, in the Penguin.
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                [image: A telescopic image, showing a distant quasar that has been distorted by the gravity of a closer galaxy, resembling a ring with three bright jewels.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This European Space Agency/Webb image features the gravitational lensing of the quasar known as RX J1131-1231, located roughly 6 billion light-years from Earth in the constellation Crater. It is considered one of the best lensed quasars discovered to date, as the foreground galaxy smears the image of the background quasar into a bright arc and creates four images of the object. Gravitational lensing, first predicted by Albert Einstein, offers a rare opportunity to study regions close to the black hole in distant quasars, by acting as a natural telescope and magnifying the light from these sources.
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                [image: A close view of a colorful nebula, showing many clouds of gas and dust]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The Serpens Nebula, located 1,300 light-years from Earth, is home to a particularly dense cluster of newly forming stars (about 100,000 years old), some of which will eventually grow to the mass of our sun.
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                [image: A view of dozens of galaxies, many of them distorted and smeared by gravitational lensing]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The vast galaxy cluster SDSS J1226+2152 in the constellation Coma Berenices distorts the images of distant background galaxies into streaks and smears of light in this image from JWST. One of the most notable lensed galaxies in this rich field is named SGAS J12265.3+215220. In this image, it's the innermost lensed galaxy, just above and to the left of the central galaxy. This lies far beyond the foreground cluster in distance, giving us a view into the galaxy roughly 2 billion years after the Big Bang.
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                [image: Many stars clustered together, with a cyan-colored wispy cloud structure across the center]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This full view by JWST's NIRCam instrument reveals a 50-light-year-wide portion of the Milky Way's dense center. Hundreds of thousands of stars shine in this image of the Sagittarius C region, along with some as-yet-unidentified features. A vast region of ionized hydrogen, shown in cyan, wraps around an infrared-dark cloud, which is so dense that it blocks the light from distant stars behind it. Researchers note the surprising extent of the ionized region, covering about 25 light-years.
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                [image: An image of an irregularly-shaped galaxy, surrounded by wispy filaments, with many other galaxies in the background]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                JWST recently captured a spectacular view of the galaxy I Zwicky 18 (I Zw 18). The galaxy was first identified by the Swiss astronomer Fritz Zwicky in the 1930s and resides roughly 59 million light-years from Earth. This galaxy is typical of those that inhabited the early universe and it is classified as a dwarf irregular galaxy (much smaller than our Milky Way). Two major starburst regions are embedded in the heart of the galaxy. The wispy brown filaments surrounding the central starburst region are bubbles of gas that have been heated by stellar winds and intense ultraviolet radiation unleashed by hot, young stars.
                #
            

            
                
                
                ESA / Webb, NASA, CSA
                
            

        

        
        
        
    


    
    	
        
        
        
            
            
            
        
    

    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: Many galaxies clustered together, and several stars, closer by]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This JWST image of a massive galaxy cluster called WHL0137-08 contains the most strongly magnified galaxy known in the universe's first billion years: the Sunrise Arc, and within that galaxy, the most distant star ever detected. The star, nicknamed Earendel, was first discovered by the NASA/ESA Hubble Space Telescope. Follow-up observations using Webb's NIRCam reveals the star to be a massive B-type star more than twice as hot as our sun, and about a million times more luminous. Here, the Sunrise Arc appears just below the diffraction spike at the 5-o'clock position. The fuzzier, white galaxies at the center of the image are part of the galaxy cluster bound together by gravity. The various redder, curved galaxies are background galaxies picked up by Webb's sensitive mirror.
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                [image: A view of a distant nebula, roughly spherical, made up of many filaments and clouds, looking like the remnants of an explosion.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This JWST image unveils intricate, newly discovered details of supernova remnant Cassiopeia A (Cas A), and shows the expanding shell of material slamming into the gas shed by the star before it exploded. The most noticeable colors are clumps of bright orange and light pink that make up the inner shell of the supernova remnant. These tiny knots of gas, comprising sulfur, oxygen, argon, and neon from the star itself, are detectable only by NIRCam's exquisite resolution, and give researchers a hint at how the dying star shattered like glass when it exploded. The outskirts of the main inner shell look like smoke from a campfire. This marks where ejected material from the exploded star is ramming into surrounding circumstellar material.
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                [image: A view of a distant nebula, resembling wispy cloud against a night sky, with a bright starburst shape at left center]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This JWST image shows an H II region in the Large Magellanic Cloud (LMC), a satellite galaxy of our Milky Way. This nebula, known as N79, is a region of interstellar atomic hydrogen that is ionized. N79 is a massive star-forming complex spanning roughly 1,630 light-years in the generally unexplored southwest region of the LMC. This particular image centers on one of the three giant molecular cloud complexes, dubbed N79 South. The distinct "starburst" pattern surrounding this bright object is a series of diffraction spikes.
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  We want to hear what you think about this article. Submit a letter to the editor or write to letters@theatlantic.com.
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The Final Six Months of U.S. Aid for Ukraine

If Trump wins, Kyiv's cause is in danger. Biden must prepare for that possibility.

by Phillips Payson O'Brien




The Ukrainian people may be six months away from losing military aid from the United States--again. President Joe Biden, however, seems not to recognize any urgency. When ABC's George Stephanopoulos asked him how he'd feel if Donald Trump defeated him in November, Biden responded, "I'll feel as long as I gave it my all and I did the good as job as I know I can do, that's what this is about." Biden's personal feelings will be small consolation to the Ukrainian people, for whom Trump's return could prove deadly.

Last year, the former president helped engineer what turned out to be an approximately four-month interruption in U.S. assistance to Ukraine, which Russia invaded in 2022. Trump has vowed to end the war quickly, which would likely mean letting Russia keep territory it seized in 2022 and giving Russian President Vladimir Putin an advantageous position for future invasions. Trump is leading in the polls. Biden's administration--which has supported Ukraine steadfastly, albeit overcautiously in many respects--should be taking aggressive steps now to bolster that beleaguered country's self-defense while it still can.

The administration could try to Trump-proof Ukraine specifically, and help Europe in general, in three different ways.

McKay Coppins: What Europe fears

The first thing the U.S. should do now is help Ukraine stockpile weaponry. Rather perversely, the administration has actually under-delivered on the aid that it was supposed to give Ukraine over the past year. A few billion dollars of congressionally authorized money went unspent at the end of 2023.

Now there can be no hesitation. This spring, Congress approved an additional $60 billion of assistance, and Biden's team should make sure it is all in Ukrainian hands before the end of his current term. To some degree, European allies could help Ukraine make up for a loss of American aid, but sending U.S. assistance right away would maximize Kyiv's ability to obtain items--such as 155-millimeter ammunition and Patriot air-defense systems--that Europe cannot provide in the same quantities.

Any hastily arranged stockpiles would, of course, be limited, but the larger they are, the longer they will last before Europe and other allies have to step in.

The second thing the administration should do is stop holding the Ukrainians back. For what seems to be an overblown fear of escalation with Putin, the U.S. has significantly limited which weapons systems it will give to Ukraine, and what Ukraine can do with the donated equipment. Long after Russia's latest invasion, Ukraine will only now be getting F-16 aircraft (and certainly far from the most technologically capable of those fighters). Two and a half years after Russia started bombarding civilian targets all across Ukraine, Biden's administration is still reluctant to allow Ukraine to use American weaponry against military targets inside Russia.

These limitations have given the Russians a major asymmetrical advantage: They can attack Ukraine safely from inside their own territory, while Ukraine needs to worry about being attacked anywhere at any time. Many allied European leaders, including Keir Starmer, Britain's new prime minister, acknowledge this dynamic and have expressed their support for giving Ukraine more latitude to defend itself against attacks launched from Russian soil. The United States has still declined to support this.

Rather than constraining the Ukrainian war effort, Biden should provide the country with as many upgraded systems as possible, including more advanced F-16s and the air-to-surface cruise missiles known as JASSMs. The Ukrainians, knowing that Trump will almost certainly try to end their supply of U.S. weapons, would at least be able to make some gains for the time being.

From the January/February 2024 issue: Trump will abandon NATO

Finally, the U.S. could work with both Ukraine and European partners to ramp up the production of vital war materiel on Ukrainian soil or somewhere else in Europe. This doesn't have to involve the most advanced American equipment--which the U.S. government would be reluctant to transfer. But Biden's team could help Ukraine and Europe work together to build up reserves of essential components and establish new supply lines. There is no way that Ukraine or Europe could fully make up for the loss of U.S. aid, but Biden could help get them ready for that circumstance. Innovation cycles for weaponry have been very short in this war; when one side obtains more advanced fighting material, the other side tends to adjust its tactics within weeks. Ukraine needs access to nimble, adaptable suppliers whose work Trump has no capacity to interrupt.

All three of these steps are overdue and would help the Ukrainian war effort regardless of who is elected president of the United States in November. But the Biden administration should get moving now--both to improve Ukraine's chances in the short term and to reassure European allies who are deeply uneasy about Trump's return.

The Biden administration needs to face the reality that the current president might lose, and that Trump might be in a position to make Ukraine lose, and to disrupt America's relationships with longtime allies in Europe for years to come. Eventually, Trumpist rule will end, and the United States will need friends and partners in Europe again. Biden can protect his country's interests well into the future by leaving behind some reminders of America's friendship and its willingness to work for a common good.

Biden claims to understand that Trump's return would be a disaster for the United States and the world. If he helps Ukraine now, he has a chance to lessen that catastrophe. Anything else would be irresponsible.
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        Photos of the Week: Death Valley, Hill Town, Eleventh Night

        
            	Alan Taylor

            	July 12, 2024

            	35 Photos

            	In Focus

        


        
            A stegosaurus fossil up for auction in New York, a newborn pangolin at the Prague Zoo, a Volleyball on Water tournament in Slovenia, a lightsaber training session in Mexico City, a scene from this year's Tour de France, and much more


To receive an email notification every time new photo stories are published, sign up here.


        

        

        
        



    
 
    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: A polar bear rests on a pile of ice cubes.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A polar bear rests on ice cubes that were brought to its enclosure during a heat wave at the Prague Zoo, in Prague, Czech Republic, on July 10, 2024.
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                [image: Water flows off the edge of a glacier, splashing into the sea.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Water flows off the edge of the Brasvellbreen glacier in Nordaustlandet, Svalbard, on July 7, 2024.
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                [image: A person and a bull both splash into water.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A participant and a bull jump into the water during the traditional "Bous a la mar" ("Bull in the sea") running of the bulls in Denia's harbor, near Alicante, Spain, on July 9, 2024.
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                [image: Many people run alongside and in front of half a dozen running bulls on a cobblestone street.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                People take part in the running of the bulls during the San Fermin festival on July 10, 2024, in Pamplona, Spain.
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                [image: A group of professional cyclists races in the French countryside.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Tadej Pogacar, wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey, looks back as he cycles ahead of a group of riders during the ninth stage of the 2024 Tour de France cycling race, departing and finishing in Troyes, France, on July 7, 2024.
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                [image: A line of people wearing identical costumes and carrying paper umbrellas walk on a boardwalk through an expanse of lotus plants.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                People walk with oil-paper umbrellas on a path over a lotus pond in Rugao, Jiangsu province, China, on July 8, 2024.
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                [image: A damselfly perches on a leaf.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A damselfly perches on a leaf at the Toronto Botanical Garden, in Ontario, Canada, on July 9, 2024.
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                [image: A field of sunflowers]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A sunflower field, photographed on a sunny summer day in Turkey's Tekirdag on July 8, 2024
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                [image: A front view of a combine harvester harvesting grain in the evening]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A combine harvester operates in a field near Frankfurt am Main, Germany, in the late evening, on July 10, 2024.
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                [image: A man looks at a statue of the Greek god Poseidon on a beach on a stormy day.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A man looks at a statue of the Greek god Poseidon during the passage of tropical storm Beryl in Progreso, on the Yucatan Peninsula, Mexico, on July 5, 2024.
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                [image: A crowd of people demonstrates around and on a tall statue in a city square.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                People gather in front of Le Monument a la Republique during an election-night rally at Republique Square following the first results of the second round of France's legislative election, in Paris, on July 7, 2024.
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                [image: A crowd of soccer fans erupts with joy, raising their arms and tossing many beers.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                England fans celebrate after Harry Kane of England leveled the score at 1-1 during the UEFA EURO 2024 semifinals match between England and the Netherlands at Boxpark Croydon on July 10, 2024, in London, England.
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                [image: A blurred image of many shirtless men standing side by side with their hands raised]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Shiite Muslims take part in a mourning ritual in Iraq's southern city of Basra late on July 7, 2024, on the first night of the Muslim month of Muharram in the lead-up to Ashura. Ashura is a 10-day mourning period commemorating the seventh-century killing of Prophet Mohammed's grandson Imam Hussein.
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                [image: More than a dozen people stand side by side near a wall, holding glowing lightsaber replicas.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Members of the Jedi Knight Academy hold lightsabers during a training session at a park in Mexico City on July 6, 2024. Members of JKAMX, a community of Star Wars enthusiasts who train in swordsmanship using lightsabers, undergo exams and tournaments to advance in ranks to become Jedi Master swordsmen. Their sport has now spread to various Mexican states and has been recognized by the Mexican Sport Confederation and the National Commission of Sport.
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                [image: A person looks toward the camera while holding a large Pride flag above their head.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A reveler takes part in a Gay Pride march in Caracas, Venezuela, on July 7, 2024.
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                [image: A crowd of people watch and take video as a very tall stack of wooden pallets goes up in flames.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                People take pictures of the Corcrain Redmanville bonfire as it is set alight on the Eleventh Night to usher in Twelfth of July celebrations, held by unionists, in Portadown, Northern Ireland, on July 10, 2024. Loyalists lit bonfires across Northern Ireland as part of a tradition to mark the anniversary of Protestant King William's victory over the Catholic King James at the Battle of the Boyne in 1690.
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                [image: A firefighting helicopter passes in front of the sun.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A firefighting helicopter passes in front of the sun as the Lake Fire burns in Los Padres National Forest, near Los Olivos, California, on July 6, 2024. The wildfire in Santa Barbara County has scorched more than 13,000 acres amid a long-duration heat wave affecting much of California.
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                [image: The burning interior of a building framed by a window]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A building burns in Chasiv Yar, Ukraine, on July 6, 2024, during heavy fighting amid Russia's ongoing invasion of Ukraine.
                #
            

            
                
                
                Marek M. Berezowski / Anadolu / Getty
                
            

        

        
        
        
    


    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: Many rescue workers stand atop and near rubble around a partially collapsed building.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Emergency-and-rescue personnel along with medics and others clear the rubble of a destroyed building of the Ohmatdyt Children's Hospital, following a Russian missile attack in the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv on July 8, 2024. Russia launched more than 40 missiles at several cities across Ukraine on July 8, in an attack that killed at least 20 people, officials said.
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                [image: Three fisherman stand at the end of a jetty, surrounded by splashing water and churning waves. A sign at the entrance to the jetty reads "Jetty Closed: Dangerous Conditions."]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Fishermen from Orange Grove fish off the Packery Channel Jetty amid large swells from Tropical Storm Beryl in Corpus Christi, Texas, on July 7, 2024.
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                [image: An aerial view of a broad stretch of flooded farmland]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Flooded villages and farmland are seen after a breach in the embankment on the shore of Dongting lake in Huarong county, in China's Hunan province, on July 6, 2024. The breach occurred on July 5, inundating farmland and forcing nearly 6,000 people to evacuate from nearby areas.
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                [image: Two 2-person teams play a game of volleyball on a partially-submerged court located on the surface of a river.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                People play volleyball as Slovenia's capital, Ljubljana, hosts an international Volleyball on Water tournament, in which teams compete on a floating and partially submerged court in the city's Ljubljanica river, on July 6, 2024.
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                [image: An interior review of a brightly lit modern library, looking down into a broad atrium several stories high.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                An interior view of the Stuttgart City Library, in Stuttgart, Germany, photographed June 28, 2024. Photo released on July 9, 2024.
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                [image: Workers in small boats tend to plants growing in many floating beds, arranged in long rows.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Agricultural workers tend to water spinach growing on floating beds in Chun'an county, Zhejiang province, China, on July 9, 2024.
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                [image: An ancient gold pagoda towers above surrounding trees.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A view of the Dhammayazaka Pagoda in Bagan, in Myanmar's central Mandalay region, photographed on July 7, 2024
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                [image: A small ancient town set on a flat hilltop with a long footpath leading up to it]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A view of the hill town of Civita di Bagnoregio, in Italy's Bagnoregio commune, photographed on July 6, 2024
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                [image: A horse walks in a field with a barn and silo in the background.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A horse walks through a field in Ewing, Kentucky, on July 9, 2024.
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                [image: A sea lion yawns while sitting on a beach.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A sea lion yawns on Sandfly Bay beach, in the Otago peninsula, on the outskirts of Dunedin, New Zealand, on July 6, 2024.
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                [image: A baby pangolin is weighed on a small scale.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A newborn Chinese pangolin is weighed at the Prague Zoo, in the Czech Republic, on July 10, 2024.
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                [image: The head and neck of a reconstructed fossil stegosaurus skeleton.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This 150-million-year-old fossil of a stegosaurus is displayed at Sotheby's in New York on July 10, 2024. The fossil, dubbed "Apex," is expected to fetch between $4 million and $6 million at auction on July 17, 2024, making it one of the most expensive fossils ever sold.
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                [image: A person rides on the back of a bucking horse during a rodeo.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Brody Wells rides the horse Flashed Watts in the saddle-bronc event at the Calgary Stampede in Calgary, Alberta, on July 8, 2024.
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                [image: A shirtless visitor poses in front of a sign reading 132 degrees Fahrenheit and 55 degrees Celsius.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A visitor poses in front of a thermometer reading 132 degrees Fahrenheit and 55 degrees Celsius at the Visitor Center in Death Valley National Park, near Furnace Creek, during a heat wave, on July 7, 2024. The temperature displayed on the sign can sometimes be inaccurate--the official high temperature for the day in Death Valley, according to the National Weather Service, was 129 degrees Fahrenheit. Be sure to read this week's story "I Went to Death Valley to Experience 129 Degrees," by Ross Andersen.
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                [image: A person rides on their belly on a sled down a snow-covered hill.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A woman sleds down a snowy embankment after an unusually heavy snowfall in the mountains around the Bo-Swaarmoed Pass, near Ceres, South Africa, on July 8, 2024. Two cold fronts hit South Africa in the preceding two days, resulting in snowfall in the Western Cape.
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                [image: Two politicians stand side by side, one of them wearing a full head covering decorated with an image of baked beans.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Conservative candidate Jacob Rees-Mogg stands next to Barmy Brunch from the Official Monster Raving Loony Party during the declaration for the North East Somerset constituency at the University of Bath campus, on July 5, 2024, in Bath, England. Rees-Mogg lost his seat in the election.
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                [image: A goat reaches up to chew on a sign that reads "Don't feed the goats."]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A goat chews on a sign on the second day of the 165th Great Yorkshire Show, on July 10, 2024, in Harrogate, England.
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        Yadnya Kasada: A Volcanic Ritual in Indonesia

        
            	Alan Taylor

            	July 11, 2024

            	20 Photos

            	In Focus

        


        
            The Yadnya Kasada festival is a month-long event that for centuries has been celebrated by the Hindu Tenggerese people, an ethnic group in Eastern Java, Indonesia. A part of the festival involves worshippers carrying offerings up the slope of Mount Bromo, an active volcano, and throwing them into its crater as sacrifices, praying for blessings from the gods. Offerings of money, rice, fruits, vegetables, flowers, and livestock are tossed toward the caldera from the rim of the crater--with many being caught or later retrieved by villagers who wait just below with nets on long poles. Gathered here are images of this ceremony from recent years.


To receive an email notification every time new photo stories are published, sign up here.


        

        

        
        



    
 
    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: People climb a steep staircase up the side of a mountain, with a volcano in the background.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Tenggerese Hindu worshippers carry offerings up the side of Mount Bromo during the Yadnya Kasada festival on July 7, 2020, in Probolinggo, Indonesia.
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                [image: A person wearing a mask carries a pair of baskets, connected by a pole, on their shoulder.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A Tenggerese Hindu worshipper carries his offerings along the crater of Mount Bromo, during the Yadnya Kasada festival on June 22, 2024.
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                [image: A crowd of worshippers gathers on the lip of a volcanic crater at dawn.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Hindu devotees and visitors make their way to the top of Mount Bromo at dawn during the Yadnya Kasada festival on July 7, 2020.
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                [image: A crowd stands near the edge of a volcanic crater, as one tosses something into the crater.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Worshippers present offerings at the crater's edge of the Mount Bromo volcano on June 16, 2022.
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                [image: Several nets on long poles reach toward a chicken that has been tossed in the air.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Villagers use nets to catch offerings thrown by worshippers into the crater of Mount Bromo on June 22, 2024.
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                [image: People stand just inside a steep volcanic crater, holding nets at the end of long poles.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Villagers use nets to try to catch offerings thrown into the crater of Mount Bromo on June 22, 2024.
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                [image: A long line of people walk up a steep staircase on the slope of a volcano.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Tenggerese worshippers climb up Mount Bromo during the Yadnya Kasada ritual on June 26, 2021, in Probolinggo, Java, Indonesia.
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                [image: A worshipper carries a goat along the edge of a volcanic crater.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A worshipper carries a goat as an offering during the Yadnya Kasada ritual on June 22, 2024.
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                [image: A person prays while standing on the edge of a volcanic crater.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A Hindu devotee prays along the crater of Mount Bromo during Yadnya Kasada on June 30, 2018.
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                [image: A person pushes a goat toward the edge of a volcanic crater, while others wait, just below, to catch the goat.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A worshipper pushes a goat into the crater as an offering on July 7, 2020.
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                [image: Several people walk along a steep slope, carrying or leading goats.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Villagers carry goats caught after being pushed into the crater by Tenggerese worshippers on July 7, 2020.
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                [image: Five goats stand beside a small structure, tethered to the wall.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Goats, offerings caught by villagers, are tethered at the foot of Mount Bromo on July 18, 2019, in Probolinggo.
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                [image: People walk through a foggy valley.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Tenggerese worshippers walk through Mount Bromo valley during the Yadnya Kasada ritual on June 26, 2021.
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                [image: A small crowd of people prays just inside the mouth of a cave.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Tenggerese Hindu worshippers take part in Mendhak Tirta, a purification ritual to collect holy water from Widodaren cave, ahead of the Yadnya Kasada festival in Bromo Tengger Semeru National Park on June 19, 2024.
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                [image: People climb a steep staircase up a mountainside, one carrying two chickens.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Worshippers gather to present offerings at the crater's edge on June 22, 2024.
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                [image: A distant view of many people standing along the rim of a volcanic crater, with steam rising in the background.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Worshippers gather to present offerings at the crater's edge of the active Mount Bromo volcano in Probolinggo, East Java, on June 5, 2023.
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                [image: A person wearing a hat and balaclava sits on the edge of a volcanic crater, holding a net on a pole.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                An Indonesian man sits ready with a net used to catch offerings thrown into the crater by Tenggerese worshippers on June 26, 2021.
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                [image: A person carries a sheep over their shoulders, with a mountain in the background.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A worshipper carries an offering up the slope of Mount Bromo during the Yadnya Kasada ritual on June 22, 2024.
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                [image: An aerial view of many people standing on the rim of a volcanic crater.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This aerial picture shows worshippers gathering to present offerings at the crater's edge on June 5, 2023.
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                [image: People stand just inside a volcanic crater, holding long nets, trying to catch offerings being tossed in.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                People try to catch offerings thrown by worshippers into the crater of the active Mount Bromo volcano on June 26, 2021.
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Iran's Supreme Leader Is Worried

Why else would he bring his political rivals back in from the cold?

by Arash Azizi




Iran has taken a turn that hardly anyone could have seen coming a few short months ago. For years, Iran's reformist faction has languished in the political wilderness, banished there by hard-liners more aligned with Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and by a disillusioned electorate convinced that its votes did not matter. Few imagined this year that the reformists were about to make a comeback and elect a president for the first time since 2001. Yet on July 5, this is precisely what happened.

Masud Pezeshkian, a physician and longtime member of Parliament, defeated the ultra-hard-liner Saeed Jalili in a runoff with 54.8 percent of the vote. Turnout was extraordinarily low in the first round and only somewhat higher in the second, according to the official numbers--meaning that Pezeshkian will become president with a smaller share of eligible voters than any other president in the history of the Islamic Republic. For many of those who did come out, the main motivation was not love for Pezeshkian, but fear of his rival.

In effect, Iranian citizens sent two negative messages this election week: Those who didn't vote demonstrated their rejection of the regime and its uninspiring choices. Those who did vote said no to Jalili, who represented the hard core of the regime and its extremist agenda.

Khamenei could have avoided this outcome by simply not allowing Pezeshkian to run. The Guardian Council, an unelected body, vets all candidates for office and is ultimately loyal to the supreme leader. So why did Khamenei allow this election to become a binary choice pitting Jalili, whose vision dovetails with his own, against a representative of the reformist faction, which has proved more popular time and again?

Read: In Iran, the big winner is none of the above

The choice is particularly baffling considering that Khamenei had, in the past few years, finally achieved a long-standing dream: He had managed to fully populate the regime with hard-line zealots who paid him unquestioning obedience and shared his vision for an anti-West, anti-Israel, and anti-woman theocracy. In 2021, Ebrahim Raisi, a former hanging judge and an unimpressive lackey, was coronated president in an uncompetitive election.


(Morteza Nikoubazl / NurPhoto / Getty; Saman / Middle East Images / AFP / Getty)



Before Raisi, every single one of the four presidents who served under Khamenei ended up becoming the leader's political nemesis. Now Khamenei could say goodbye to all that. The Parliament, the judiciary, the Supreme National Security Council, and all the other major bodies of the regime, too, were dominated by conservatives and hard-liners in the Raisi era. Not only reformists, who had traditionally favored political liberalization, but even centrists, who adopted a pragmatic rather than ideological foreign policy, were booted out of positions of power. This past March, the Islamic Republic held probably its most restrictive parliamentary elections ever, a competition largely between conservatives and ultra-hard-liners. At long last, the 85-year-old Khamenei seemed to hold almost uncontested power.

So why would he jeopardize this state of affairs by allowing a reformist into the presidential race?

Khamenei has to be aware that the societal base for his regime is only shrinking. The mix of political repression and economic failure has proved unsurprisingly unpopular. A majority of Iranians refused to vote not only in this election but also in the three elections before it, starting in 2020. Even the reformists joined an official boycott this year, something normally more the province of young radicals and abroad-based opposition. Tens of thousands of Iranians turned out for street protests in 2017, 2019, and 2022-23, and hundreds were killed in violent crackdowns all over the country.

The regime put down those demonstrations, but its leaders have to know that they never addressed the problems that produced them. Millions of women continue to engage in acts of daily civil disobedience by refusing to abide by the mandatory-veiling policy. Prisons are filled with political detainees, including former regime officials such as Mostafa Tajzadeh, once a prominent reformist politician, and the well-known filmmaker Jafar Panahi. A terrible economy, poor growth, an ever-weakening currency, and skyrocketing inflation bedevil the country. Khamenei may well have calculated that if he doesn't change tack, he'll be due for no end of social explosions.

Read: How to be a man in Iran

The regime's international isolation may have also begun to feel untenable. Under President Raisi, Iran reestablished diplomatic ties with its historical foe Saudi Arabia and joined multilateral organizations such as BRICS and the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. Following Russia's 2022 invasion of Ukraine, Iran extended military aid and expanded ties with Moscow. But only a deal with the West can provide respite from the sanctions that are squeezing Iran's economy. Even dealings with anti-Western countries, such as China, are hampered by those restrictions, which complicate all of Iran's financial transactions. (On the campaign trail, Pezeshkian complained that China has demanded enormous discounts on oil as the price of doing business under the sanctions.) The Raisi administration held secret talks with the Biden administration, but they came to little. Now the possibility of Donald Trump's return may be focusing Khamenei's mind on this problem.

The regional situation surely also factored in. Iran's shadow war with Israel, which turned to direct mutual attacks in April, is at risk of escalating, and Khamenei may feel that managing it will require subtlety. Fundamentalists like Jalili are great for grandstanding speeches--less so for delicate international negotiations. Here, too, West-facing figures--such as Javad Zarif, the former foreign minister who was Pezeshkian's top aide during the campaign and is now the chair of his foreign-policy task force--once again have something to offer the Islamic Republic.

Raisi's death in a strange helicopter crash on May 19 provided the opening for Khamenei to recalibrate his relationship with the reformists and centrists. Pezeshkian was disqualified from running for president in 2021. Earlier this year, he was denied even a parliamentary run; Khamenei then personally intervened to allow him to enter and win the race for the Tabriz seat he has held since 2008. For this presidential election, he was the only one of three reformist candidates to be approved.

That Pezeshkian got the nod over the others is not an accident. Having served as a health minister under former President Mohammad Khatami, Pezeshkian has strong reformist credentials. He has often led the minority reformist caucus in Parliament, and he gave a courageous speech in 2009 condemning the harsh repression of that year's Green Movement. At the same time, however, he has demonstrated his loyalty to the Islamic Republic. In 2019, the Trump administration designated the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps a terrorist organization, and Pezeshkian, then the deputy speaker of Parliament, donned the militia's green uniform for the cameras and proudly identified himself with it. That same year, he celebrated the IRGC's downing of an American drone.

As president-elect, Pezeshkian has already sought to reassure the regime's traditional partners. He wrote a letter to the Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah promising continued support for the "resistance," and he spoke by phone with Russian President Vladimir Putin to pledge continued ties. The Kremlin must be feeling a little antsy, given that many Iranian officials in the orbit of former centrist President Hassan Rouhani, including Zarif, have expressed open dislike for the regime's recent break with Iran's tradition of nonalignment in order to orient the country toward Moscow.

Despite being nominally a reformist, Pezeshkian did not campaign for any serious reforms this year. During the televised debates and on the campaign trail, he professed more fealty to the supreme leader than his hard-line rivals did. To compare this new reformist president with the reformists of two decades ago--Khatami and his coterie imagined marginalizing Khamenei and democratizing Iran--is frankly depressing. Pezeshkian ran as a technocratic centrist, very much like his major conservative rival, Mohammad Baqer Qalibaf, who, despite the support of much of the IRGC's high staff, failed to garner more than 13.8 percent of the vote in the first round. Pezeshkian was endorsed by reformist grandees such as Khatami and the reformist cleric Mehdi Karroubi, who has been under house arrest since 2011. And yet, his campaign leads were mostly not reformists, but cabinet ministers from the centrist Rouhani administration.

Read: The fundamentalist, the technocrat, and the reformist

Still, some of Pezeshkian's personal qualities made him an attractive candidate, in a manner somewhat reminiscent of the hard-line populist Mahmoud Ahmadinejad: Pezeshkian sports a humble, plebeian look--he often wears a raincoat instead of a suit jacket--and speaks in plain, straightforward language instead of the jargon typical of Iranian politics.

The previous time a reformist won the presidency--Khatami, in 1997 and 2001--he did so on the back of a major social movement. Rouhani, too, had a strong mandate behind him, which gave him ballast in confronting the establishment hard-liners when he needed to. Pezeshkian's position is less secure, given last week's anemic turnout, and the institutions around him are controlled by hard-liners. His fealty to Khamenei, and his lack of experience in high politics, might also make him a meek match for the grand ayatollah and his minions.

Pezeshkian will nonetheless be judged on at least three issues that dominated the campaign: whether he can help loosen enforcement of the compulsory hijab, relax restrictions on the internet, and, most important, effect an opening with the West that could help lift sanctions and improve the country's economic outlook. On Saturday, which is the first day of the week in Iran, Tehran's stock index jumped high, reflecting the market's optimism about his prospects. But whether he can realize such hopes, especially given the limited power vested in Iran's presidency, remains to be seen.

One wind blowing in Pezeshkian's favor is the possibility of an alliance with some sections of the IRGC. He already has something of a tacit alliance with Qalibaf against the more extreme hard-line camp. Earlier this year, Pezeshkian's support helped Qalibaf win the speakership of the Parliament. In the second round of the presidential elections, Qalibaf dutifully endorsed Jalili, as a fellow conservative, but he didn't campaign for him, and many of his supporters endorsed Pezeshkian instead. Can this alliance extend into the Pezeshkian administration? And if so, how can the West-facing policy favored by Rouhani and Zarif be reconciled with the IRGC's sponsorship of anti-Israel militias in the region, and the proximity of certain segments of the IRGC to Russia? It is a truism that a change in president won't change Iran's core policies, because these are set by Khamenei. But the ever-shifting balance of power among factions of the regime does have policy consequences.

Iran's democratic and civic movements will have to decide how to navigate this rebirth of something like reform. During the election cycle, prominent activists and political prisoners were divided over whether to endorse Pezeshkian or call for boycotting the vote. Now they will need to plot their moves under his new government, weighing two competing impulses: to put demands on a possibly amenable administration, or call for the overthrow of the regime.

As for the octogenarian dictator, these waning years of his life resemble a Greek tragedy. Once a radical poet and a 1960s revolutionary who dreamed of building a better world, he has ended up overseeing a regime rife with corruption and incompetence, hated by most of its populace. Even many establishment figures know that revolutionary slogans won't solve the country's problems, hence their turn to technocracy.

Lenin once admonished that those who want obedience will get only obedient fools as followers. Khamenei never heeded that warning. Time and again, he pushed out independent-minded but impressive figures in favor of obedient fools. As he looks at the ragtag team of tinfoil-hat conspiracists and dour fundamentalists that surrounds him today, he must be somewhat embarrassed. Just five years ago, on the 40th anniversary of the Islamic Revolution, he spoke of cultivating a government dominated by "devout young revolutionaries." By opening up the political space to technocrats and centrists, he is perhaps admitting the defeat of that dream.
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Silicon Valley Got Their Guy

J. D. Vance has solidified tech's MAGA moment.

by Ali Breland




When Donald Trump tapped Senator J. D. Vance of Ohio to be his running mate on Monday, far-right influencers were pleased. The announcement was met with a chorus of "we're so back" and all of its iterations from people who post very angrily, many via pseudonymous accounts, about things including the inferiority of women, the inferiority of Black people, the inferiority of gay people, and the inferiority of Jewish people.



"Vance has voiced support for mass deportations and legal immigration restriction," wrote Patrick Casey, who previously led the white-nationalist group Identity Evropa, celebrating the vice-presidential pick. Bronze Age Pervert, whose actual name is Costin Alamariu and who espouses fascist and racist positions, re-shared Casey's post.



Some of Silicon Valley's most powerful people had a similar reaction--yet another marker of how portions of the tech world are drifting deeper into reactionary politics that flit around the edges of the far right. The prominent venture capitalists Marc Andreessen and Ben Horowitz are planning to donate to Trump's campaign, The Information reported yesterday. Elon Musk, who endorsed Trump after the assassination attempt on Saturday, also said he would donate $45 million a month to a Trump super PAC, and called Trump's VP pick an "excellent decision." The influential investor Balaji Srinivasan posted that Vance is "a great choice for VP."

Both the online far right and Silicon Valley have reason to be excited. Vance is steeped in the discourse of the online right. On X, he follows niche but popular anonymous posters such as Bronze Age Pervert, Raw Egg Nationalist, and Lomez, who have either expressed racist beliefs or, in the lattermost's case, released books by racists through his publishing house. Although people follow accounts on X for a number of reasons, what's more telling is that Vance is reportedly friends with Curtis Yarvin, an anti-egalitarian monarchist blogger who is an influential figure among the intellectual online right. Vance says that he doesn't cook with seed oils, a cause du jour of the online right, whose influencers say they cause obesity. He has publicly praised Viktor Orban, Hungary's authoritarian leader. And he has promoted a sanitized version of the "Great Replacement Theory," a white-supremacist conspiracy theory that there is an liberal plot to replace white people in the West with nonwhite immigrants.



Vance is also steeped in the world of Silicon Valley. He used to work for an investment firm run by Peter Thiel, the billionaire venture capitalist who has famously long harbored a melange of right-wing positions ranging from moderate to extremist. (A Thiel biographer, Max Chafkin, wrote that Vance was a political extension of Thiel.) Even when Vance left Silicon Valley proper, his connections followed him. When he founded a venture-capital firm in Cincinnati, he raised money from Thiel, Andreessen, and former Google CEO Eric Schmidt. Thiel reportedly was in the room when Vance first met Trump, in early 2021--and, more recently, Musk vouched for Vance as Trump mulled his VP decision.



Tech heavy hitters' pleasure with Trump's VP pick is in part because Vance is a former venture capitalist and a Thiel acolyte. But there is also something else happening. As my colleague Adrienne LaFrance wrote in "The Rise of Techno-Authoritarianism," the Silicon Valley embrace of Vance is another step in the direction of a political ideology Andreessen outlined in the "Techno-Optimist Manifesto" he published last year. He positioned the manifesto as an argument in favor of technological development, but it reads as a reactionary screed against anyone who questions the uninhibited development of technology corporations. He cites ideological patron saints that include Nick Land--an influential far-right philosopher who has dabbled in a form of eugenics Land calls "hyper racism"--and the Italian futurist F. T. Marinetti, who helped provide the intellectual underpinnings for fascism in the early 1900s. Musk has become a far-right influencer himself.

Read: The rise of techno-authoritarianism

Andreessen's and Musk's politics may not match one-to-one with Yarvin's, Bronze Age Pervert's, and the like. But as Ezra Klein wrote in October, they are all a part of a new group of figures on the right whose politics embody reaction more than free-market, limited-government principles. "It's a coalition obsessed with where we went wrong: the weakness, the political correctness, the liberalism, the trigger warnings, the smug elites," Klein writes. "It's a coalition that believes we were once hard and have become soft; worse, we have come to lionize softness and punish hardness."



This is what undergirds Vance's grievance politics. We are a nation that has strayed. This can be fixed only by strong hands. In the book that fueled his rise, Hillbilly Elegy, Vance critiqued Appalachians for their supposed weak mental pathologies that lock them in a recurring cycle of dysfunction. They had become like "the bugmen," Bronze Age Pervert's term for the people--primarily progressive and urban--who he claims have been made soft by the excesses of liberalism. This hatred of softness also shows up in tech. As Andreessen spells out in his manifesto, America has been led astray by "ESG" and "anti-merit" corporate policies, almost certainly code for diversity, equity, and inclusion efforts that have become reviled in parts of Silicon Valley.



When Andreessen wrote his manifesto in October, the threads between people like him and Bronze Age Pervert were starting to form but still seemed loose. The collective embrace of Vance suggests that they're getting tighter.
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A New Development in the Debate About Instagram and Teens

Meta, infamous for kicking researchers off its platform, flirts with slightly more transparency.

by Caroline Mimbs Nyce




The teens are on Instagram. That much is obvious. A majority of teens say they use the app, including 8 percent who say they use it "almost constantly," according to the Pew Research Center. And yet a lot is still unknown about what such extensive use might do to kids. Many people believe that it and other social-media apps are contributing to a teen mental-health crisis.



Now, after years of contentious relationships with academic researchers, Meta is opening a small pilot program that would allow a handful of them to access Instagram data for up to about six months in order to study the app's effect on the well-being of teens and young adults. The company will announce today that it is seeking proposals that focus on certain research areas--investigating whether social-media use is associated with different effects in different regions of the world, for example--and that it plans to accept up to seven submissions. Once approved, researchers will be able to access relevant data from study participants--how many accounts they follow, for example, or how much they use Instagram and when. Meta has said that certain types of data will be off-limits, such as user-demographic information and the content of media published by users; a full list of eligible data is forthcoming, and it is as yet unclear whether internal information related to ads that are served to users or Instagram's content-sorting algorithm, for example, might be provided. The program is being run in partnership with the Center for Open Science, or COS, a nonprofit. Researchers, not Meta, will be responsible for recruiting the teens, and will be required to get parental consent and take privacy precautions. Meta shared details about the initiative exclusively with The Atlantic ahead of the announcement.



The project cracks open the door for greater insights into social media's effects--yet some researchers are nevertheless regarding it with trepidation. Like many online platforms, Instagram is essentially a black box, which has made it difficult for outsiders to draw direct links between the app and its possible effects on mental-health. "We consider ourselves to be in a very difficult and unusual situation, which is [that] the social-media companies have treasure troves of data that no academic researcher will ever amass on their own," Holden Thorp, the editor in chief of Science, which published studies about the 2020 election in collaboration with Meta, told me. "So you have potentially a resource that could answer questions that you can't answer any other way."

Read: No one knows exactly what social media is doing to teens

Part of the reason this feels particularly fraught is that leaks from within Meta have indicated that the company has conducted its own research into the harms of its products. In 2021, documents released by the whistleblower France Haugen showed that the company's own research has repeatedly found that Instagram can harm teenagers, especially teenage girls. "Almost no one outside of Facebook knows what happens inside of Facebook," Haugen said in congressional testimony that year. (Meta was previously known as Facebook, which it owns; the company rebranded just a few weeks after Haugen's appearance.) Later in her testimony, she said that "there is a broad swath of research that supports the idea that usage of social media amplifies the risk" of mental-health issues such as depression. Before that, Facebook became notorious among researchers for restricting their ability to study the site, including one high-profile incident in 2021, in which it kicked a group of researchers from New York University off the platform.



All of which underscores the value of independent research: The stakes are high, but the actual data are limited. Existing experimental research has produced mixed results, in part because of the issues around access. In the meantime, the idea that social media is harmful has calcified. Last month, the U.S. surgeon general proposed putting a cigarette-style warning label on social sites--to serve as a reminder to parents that they haven't been proved safe. Cities and school districts across the country are busy passing rules and legislation to restrict the use of devices in the classroom. 



Read: Get phones out of schools now



It is against this backdrop that Meta has decided to loosen its grip, however slightly. "As this topic has heated up, we have felt like we needed to find a way to share data in a responsible way, in a privacy-preserving way," Curtiss Cobb, a vice president of research at Meta, told me. "It's reasonable for people to have these questions. If we have the data that can illuminate it, and it can be shared in a responsible way, it's in all of our interests to do that."



Outside experts I talked with had mixed opinions on the project. Thorp pointed out that Meta has ultimate control over the data that are handed over. Candice Odgers, a psychologist at UC Irvine who studies the effects of technology on adolescent mental health and has written on the subject for The Atlantic, said the pilot program is a decent, if limited, first step. "Scientifically, I think this is a critical step in the right direction as it offers a potentially open and transparent way of testing how social media may be impacting adolescents' well-being and lives," she told me. "It can help to ensure that science is conducted in the light of day, by having researchers preregister their findings and openly share their code, data, and results for others to replicate." Researchers have long called for more data sharing from Meta, Odgers noted. "This announcement represents one step forward, although they can, and should, certainly do more."



Notably, Meta has been a complicated research partner for similar projects in the past. The political-partisanship studies published in Science came from a kindred program, though its design was slightly different; Meta served a bigger role as a research partner. As The Wall Street Journal reported, the company and researchers ended up disagreeing on the work's conclusions before the studies were even published. The studies were ultimately inconclusive about Facebook's ability to drive partisanship in U.S. elections, though Meta positioned them as adding "to a growing body of research showing there is little evidence that key features of Meta's platforms alone" cause partisanship or change in political attitudes.



Cobb told me that Meta has eliminated some of the problems with the 2020 election project by introducing a technique called "registered reports." This, he said, will avoid some later back-and-forth over interpretations of the results that cropped up last time: Would-be researchers will be required to get their processes peer-reviewed upfront, and the results will be published regardless of outcome. Cobb also noted that Meta won't be a research collaborator on the work, as it was in 2020. "We're just going to be providing the data," he explained. (The company is funding this research through a grant to the COS.)



Meta, for its part, has also framed the project as one that could later be built upon if it's successful. Perhaps it's best understood as a baby step forward in the direction of data transparency--and a much needed one at that.
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The Secret Meaning of Prime Day

A day of reflection on the delight and absurdity of the online-shopping age

by Ian Bogost




This year marks the tenth Prime Day, the shopping holiday that Amazon invented for itself in 2015, in honor of the company's 20th anniversary. The marketing effort was so successful, according to Amazon, that sales exceeded those from the previous year's record-breaking Black Friday. Early Prime Day success was also measured in Instant Pot 7-in-1 multifunctional pressure cookers: 24,000 were purchased on the first Prime Day; on the second, 215,000.

The event has only grown since then, and not just in revenues but in meaning. Black Friday celebrates (and laments) the commercialization of holiday gifts--things people want, and that people want to give. Prime Day, as a ritual observance, has a different focus: not the desirable, but the ordinary. It celebrates the stuff you buy for boring reasons, or for no particular reason at all. This looseness is the point: Laptop computers are on sale, but also batteries; you can find a deal on ceramic cookery, or microfiber cleaning cloths. Yet what was once essentially a colossal summer tag sale, created for the sole purpose of enriching one of the world's largest companies, has somehow managed to take on certain trappings of an actual holiday. I hate to admit it, but Prime Day has attained the status of tradition.

When I say, "It's Prime Day," you know what I mean. In that respect, it reminds me of other holidays, in the way that other holidays suggest a time of year, a thing to do, and a memory of how they've been before. Easter, Purim, and Dia de Muertos are repeating events that work like keyframes in our lives. Their rituals used to be grounded in cultural systems such as religion, but everything is fair game now. Today is Prime Day; but it's also corn-fritters day. A couple of weeks ago I somehow missed National Ian Day. Arbitrary, invented celebrations have become so numerous that they descend into parody. To make every day a holiday is to undermine the very idea of allocating a day on the calendar to mark something notable.

Read: I got lumberrolled

But Amazon has, I must confess, earned such a marker. Although the company was not the first to sell goods via the internet, it did become the world's symbol for doing so. For two decades it expanded and perfected that craft, and then for 10 years more it marked the fact with Prime Day. I have spent nearly 30 years buying things on Amazon, and over those years I have earned degrees, moved cities, had children who themselves grew up, started hobbies and abandoned them, grayed and wizened. The dumb certainty of Amazon's made-up holiday accompanied me, and now I can recall previous Prime Days like prior Halloweens.

I lost my first Amazon account, from 1997, but my current one still stretches back 20 years. Looking back across my purchase history, I find a surprisingly touching summary of my life through commerce. At the start, mostly media: the third Lord of the Rings movie on DVD, Angelina Ballerina for my then-2-year-old daughter, esoteric books for my scholarly research. By 2005, the lure of the everything store had taken hold, inspiring my purchase of a little Le Creuset demi kettle whose loud whistle and tiny capacity I forgot I remembered. I bought not one but two CDs by the French dance-pop artist Alizee--a fact I can't believe I'm admitting in a national magazine. I would rip and listen to those tracks, beside others, on my iPod Nano on the international flights I took to give lectures using the Kensington wireless laser pointer I also bought from Amazon. I bought microwavable noodles, a red pocket camera as a Valentine's Day gift for my wife, a 1080p HD television when such a resolution would have been impressive, a 52-piece socket set I still own and use regularly, the unreasonably high-end Italian ice-cream maker that runs my gelato hobby.

Read: Amazon returns have gone to hell

I am embarrassed to have felt feelings while browsing my Amazon purchase history, but Amazon--like any brand that manages to infuse itself into American life (Coca-Cola, McDonald's, Apple)--has had a role in my actions, and therefore my accomplishments, memories, accidents, and errors. Prime Day makes me think back to all the purchases I made before the holiday existed, when the mere act of buying something from a website felt miraculous. My first-ever purchase on Amazon.com, when the site still sold only books, was of three copies of the philosopher Gilles Deleuze's book about his contemporary Michel Foucault for a (very 1990s) reading group. The existence of the site allowed me to realize my interests and identity at the time, in a way that was distinctively Amazonian. Now the goods I buy (and sometimes try to return) reflect the person I've become: a guy who needs foam paintbrushes, bags of roasted coffee beans, weatherproof outdoor-outlet enclosures, M6-size machine screws; a guy who would sooner read the instruction manual for his neighbor's drill than revisit French philosophy from the 1980s.

Amazon wants you to celebrate Prime Day by buying things. But you can mark the event in other ways. Maybe think of buying things for others. Prime Day strips Black Friday of its gift-giving aspects, but these might be worth reclaiming--perhaps with an eye toward everyday necessities: a gift of diapers, or a ream of paper towels with a ribbon, or a package of the deodorant your partner likes. Another option is to use the day to avoid all online purchases--or even as an excuse to cancel your Prime membership. Or else just look back at all the stuff you've bought this year. In reviewing my own order history today, I wondered whether I might like to share past orders with my friends and family, as a kind of retail reminiscence.

Read: The rise of the micro-holiday

Amazon itself seems more or less indifferent to the meaning that Prime Day has accrued, as a moment for reflection on the delight and absurdity of the online shopping age. The company has tried only to supersize its holiday, extending what was once an actual Prime "Day" to 30 hours of discounted prices in 2017, then 36 hours in 2018, before landing, in 2019, on the excessive conclusion that it should be a two-day event. Amazon "celebrates"--if that's the word for what this $2 trillion company is doing--Prime Day the way it always has, by moving goods and collecting dollars. Today it's hawking Amazon Echo devices, prebiotic sodas, dietary-supplement powders, electric toothbrushes, and pickleball paddles, among a zillion other products. There is no logic to this sale. The ritual is randomness.

Prime Day's holiday spirit is simple: It doesn't matter what I buy, so long as I buy something. But Amazon's accomplishment, and the cultural gravity of its annual event, comes from having done the opposite. It has given me a way to find what matters in the things I buy. Through itself or the copycats and competitors it inspired, Amazon popularized a way of life, and one that we've been living for 30 years now. Like the summer solstice, that's notable enough to be observed.
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The Flattening Machine

The chaotic aftermath of the assassination attempt shows a toxic information system working as designed.

by Charlie Warzel




A wonder of the internet is that, from the right perch, you can watch information wash over people in real time. I happened to check X on Saturday only minutes after the attempted assassination of Donald Trump, and I experienced immediate disbelief. Surely the stills and live-feed screenshots were fake--AI-generated or Photoshopped.



But the sheer volume of information in a high-stakes news event such as this one has a counterintuitive effect: Distinguishing real from fake is actually quite easy when the entire world focuses its attention on the same thing. Amid a flurry of confusion and speculation, the basic facts of this horrifying event emerged quickly. The former president was shot at. He was injured but is recovering. For a brief moment, the online information apparatus worked to deliver important information--a terrifying shared reality of political violence.



Our information ecosystem is actually pretty good while the dust is up. But the second it begins to settle, that same system creates chaos. As my own shock wore off, leaving me to contemplate the enormity of the moment, I could sense a familiar shift on Reddit, X, and other platforms.



The basic facts held attention for only so long before being supplanted by wild speculation--people were eager to post about the identity of the shooter, his possible motives, the political ramifications of the event, the specter of more violence. It may be human nature to react this way in traumatic moments--to desperately attempt to fill an information void--but the online platforms so many of us frequent have monetized and gamified this instinct, rewarding those who create the most compelling stories. Within the first four hours, right-wing politicians, perhaps looking to curry favor with Trump, hammered out reckless posts blaming Joe Biden's campaign for the shooting; Elon Musk suggested that the Secret Service may have let the shooting happen on purpose; as soon as the shooter's name was released, self-styled online investigators dug up his name and his voter registration, eager for information they could retrofit to their worldview. Yesterday, conspiracy theorists pointed to a two-year-old promotional video from BlackRock that was filmed at the shooter's school and features the shooter for a moment--proof, they said, of some inexplicable globalist conspiracy. As my colleague Ali Breland noted in an article on Sunday, conspiracy theorizing has become the "default logic for many Americans in understanding all major moments."

Read: The Trump shooting conspiracies outpaced reality

An attempted assassination became a mass attentional event like any other. Right-wing hucksters, BlueAnon posters, politicians, news outlets, conspiracy shock jocks, ironic trolls, and Instagram dropshippers all knew how to mobilize and hit their marks. Musk let only about 30 minutes pass before he brought attention back to himself by endorsing Trump for president. It took just 86 minutes for Barstool Sports' Dave Portnoy to post a link to a black T-shirt with the immediately iconic image of a bloodied Trump raising a fist. Trolls made fake online accounts to dupe people into thinking the shooter was part of the anti-fascist movement.



Some may wish to see the conspiracy peddling, cynical politicking, and information warfare as a kind of gross aberration or the unintended consequences and outputs of a system that's gone awry. This is wrong. What we are witnessing is an information system working as designed. It is a machine that rewards speed, bravado, and provocation. It is a machine that goads people into participating as the worst version of themselves. It is a machine that is hyperefficient, ravenous, even insatiable--a machine that can devour any news cycle, no matter how large, and pick it apart until it is an old, tired carcass.



All of these people are following old playbooks honed by years of toxic online politics and decades of gun violence in schools, grocery stores, nightclubs, and movie theaters. But what feels meaningful in the days after this assassination attempt is the full embrace of the system as somehow virtuous by the bad actors who exploit it; unabashed, reckless posting is now something like a political stance in and of itself, encouraged by the owners, funders, and champions of the tech platforms that have created these incentives. Prominent members of Silicon Valley's reactionary oligarchy have rallied around Musk's purchase of X, the platform that functions as the beating heart of the machine. Nor is it shocking that tech investors, including Marc Andreessen and David Sacks (the latter of whom spoke last night at the Republican National Convention), are helping funnel money to Trump, the candidate who is made in the machine's image.



In the hours after the shooting, the right-wing accounts that I follow quickly coalesced around a specific narrative that the mainstream media were refusing to acknowledge the attempt on Trump's life. Influencers passed around screenshots from outlets such as CNN and The Washington Post featuring early headlines such as "Trump Escorted Away After Loud Noises at Pa. Rally"--headlines that were quickly updated once further information was confirmed. The images were offered as proof that the media lie to Americans. "The legacy media is a pure propaganda machine. X is the voice of the people," Musk posted on Sunday, linking to an image of the headlines. Similarly, Rogan O'Handley, a lawyer and a conservative influencer, posted a screenshot of what he claimed was a memo given to reporters "telling them to play down Trump's attempted assassination."



It wasn't immediately clear where that memo came from, but its content didn't actually show what he said it did. The opening lines: "Reminder to stick to facts, don't speculate, editorialize, sensationalize or jump to conclusions when reporting on the Trump rally incident today. Don't call it an assassination attempt unless authorities say it is." In high-stakes breaking-news moments, reputable news outlets tend to approach headlines with extreme caution to avoid reporting false information. This has the unfortunate side effect of sometimes seeming absurd--especially in a televised moment such as the Trump shooting, where anyone can hear the pops of gunfire and see the former president move to the ground.

Read: Stop pretending you know how this will end

Saturday's events demonstrated both how important these standards are and just how outmoded they can seem in a supersaturated information environment. At a moment dominated by attention seekers, on platforms that reward fast-twitch proclamations and bullshit, pausing to gather evidence is painted as suspicious behavior. Reckless opportunists have rebranded baseless speculation as virtuous truth-telling. This has long been a tactic of the far-right media ecosystem--in 2017, one conservative influencer told me that the reason hours-long livestreamed videos had become so popular among MAGA fans is the videos were deemed to be rawer and more authentic, unlike mainstream-media content, which they argued was filtered. Seven years later, reactiveness has become its own kind of trustworthiness. In that sense, perhaps the core of the fight over misinformation isn't so much about the increase of fake news or alternate realities as it is about a societal devaluing of restraint, rigor, and other hallmarks of the journalistic process.



The overall effect of this transformation is a kind of flattening. Online, the harrowing events of Saturday weren't all that distinguishable from other mass shootings or political scandals. On X, I saw a post in my feed suggesting, ironically or not, "I know this sounds insane now but everyone will totally forget about this in ten days." The line has stuck in my head for the past few days, not because I think it's true, but because it feels like it could be. The flattening--of time, of consequence, of perspective--more than the rage or polarization or mistrust, is the main output of our modern information ecosystem. The world around us erupts; our life changes. People know their role, take their place, play their part, and feel, for an instant, like they're living in history. But then the window closes. The timeline flickers with something new--the appointment of a vice-presidential candidate, say, announced (where else?) on Trump's own social-media platform--and the world moves on.
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The Trump Shooting Conspiracies Outpaced Reality

It took mere minutes for unsubstantiated theories to take over.

by Ali Breland




"Joe Biden sent the orders" was the first thing Representative Mike Collins of Georgia posted following the assassination attempt on Donald Trump yesterday. To clarify that he was not being hyperbolic, Collins followed up by saying that Biden should be charged with "inciting an assassination."



Collins was one of the highest-profile people to boost a conspiracy theory almost immediately after a gunman fired eight shots during a Trump rally in Butler County, Pennsylvania, yesterday afternoon--but he was far from the only one (and not even the sole member of Congress). Within moments of the shooting, some Trump supporters started speculating online about the Secret Service's complicity. "To deny that something is fishy here is to be willfully blind," one Instagram meme account with more than 800,000 followers posted in a caption underneath a picture of the grounds where the rally was held. "He was counter sniped within seconds of pulling the trigger. So Secret Service knew he was there." Elon Musk, who endorsed Trump right after the shooting, publicly wondered whether the Secret Service made a "deliberate" choice to overlook security gaps.



Left-wing accounts posted their own "false flag" conspiracies. The now-famous photo of Trump surrounded by Secret Service agents, pumping his fist with small streaks of blood across his face, was simply too good to not have been staged, some people posted. Semafor reported that Dmitri Mehlhorn, a Democratic strategist, emailed journalists yesterday urging them to consider the possibility that the shooting was staged by the right to make Trump look good. (He later apologized.)



This is almost always how it goes now when something notable happens in the news: It becomes instant conspiracy fodder. Wildfires were actually started by massive laser beams. The rollout of 5G caused the pandemic. Kate Middleton's extended absence from public appearances earlier this year was because of some sinister royal plot. Taylor Swift and Travis Kelce aren't actually dating--they're doing a crossover marketing psyop to boost their profiles (and undermine Trump). These theories are obviously far less pernicious than ones demonizing migrants or falsely accusing people of trafficking children, but they speak to the same idea: Absolutely nothing is ever as it seems.



Online platforms such as Facebook and X have long been accelerants for baseless information and conspiracy theories, but these things aren't just the product of an information crisis that can be resolved with education and by reining in social media. When conspiracy theories become the default logic for many Americans in understanding all major moments, they suggest a more fundamental breakdown.



In a system that doesn't resolve social atomization or economic precarity, or mitigate the darkest impulses of technology companies, people will end up trying to make their own order amid intense disorder. It's not surprising that solutions made inside a Russian nesting doll of messy conditions end up also being very messy. Conspiracy theories become the primary logic that begets more disorder, which begets more conspiracy theories. The cycle repeats itself.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2024/07/trump-assassination-attempt-conspiracy-theories/679012/?utm_source=feed



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



AI Has Become a Technology of Faith

Sam Altman and Arianna Huffington told me that they believe generative AI can help millions of suffering people. I'm not so sure.

by Charlie Warzel




An important thing to realize about the grandest conversations surrounding AI is that, most of the time, everyone is making things up. This isn't to say that people have no idea what they're talking about or that leaders are lying. But the bulk of the conversation about AI's greatest capabilities is premised on a vision of a theoretical future. It is a sales pitch, one in which the problems of today are brushed aside or softened as issues of now, which surely, leaders in the field insist, will be solved as the technology gets better. What we see today is merely a shadow of what is coming. We just have to trust them.



I had this in mind when I spoke with Sam Altman and Arianna Huffington recently. Through an op-ed in Time, Altman and Huffington had just announced the launch of a new company called Thrive AI Health. That organization promises to bring OpenAI's technology into the most intimate part of our lives, assessing our health data and making relevant recommendations. Thrive AI Health will join an existing field of medical and therapy chatbots, but its ambitions are immense: to improve health outcomes for people, reduce health-care costs, and significantly reduce the effects of chronic disease worldwide. In their op-ed, Altman and Huffington explicitly (and grandiosely) compare their efforts to the New Deal, describing their company as "critical infrastructure" in a remade health-care system.



They also say that some future chatbot offered by the company may encourage you to "swap your third afternoon soda with water and lemon." That chatbot, referred to in the article as "a hyper-personalized AI health coach," is the centerpiece of Thrive AI Health's pitch. What form it will take, or how it will be completed at all, is unclear, but here's the idea: The bot will generate "personalized AI-driven insights" based on a user's biometric and health data, doling out information and reminders to help them improve their behavior. Altman and Huffington give the example of a busy diabetic who might use an AI coach for medication reminders and healthy recipes. You can't actually download the app yet. Altman and Huffington did not provide a launch date.



Normally, I don't write about vaporware--a term for products that are merely conceptual--but I was curious about how Altman and Huffington would explain these grand ambitions. Their very proposition struck me as the most difficult of sells: two rich, well-known entrepreneurs asking regular human beings, who may be skeptical or unfamiliar with generative AI, to hand over their most personal and consequential health data to a nagging robot? Health apps are popular, and people (myself included) allow tech tools to collect all kinds of intensely personal data, such as sleep, heart-rate, and sexual-health information, every day. If Thrive succeeds, the market for a truly intelligent health coach could be massive. But AI offers another complication to this privacy equation, opening the door for companies to train their models on hyper-personal, confidential information. Altman and Huffington are asking the world to believe that generative AI--a technology that cannot currently reliably cite its own sources--will one day be able to transform our relationships with our own bodies. I wanted to hear their pitch for myself.


 Altman told me that his decision to join Huffington stemmed partly from hearing from people who use ChatGPT to self-diagnose medical problems--a notion I found potentially alarming, given the technology's propensity to return hallucinated information. (If physicians are frustrated by patients who rely on Google or Reddit, consider how they might feel about patients showing up in their offices stuck on made-up advice from a language model.) "We would hear these stories where people say ... 'I used it to figure out a diagnosis for this condition I had that I just couldn't figure out, and I typed in my symptoms, and it suggested this, and I got a test, and then I got a treatment.'"

Read: Generative AI can't cite its sources

I noted that it seemed unlikely to me that anyone besides ChatGPT power users would trust a chatbot in this way, that it was hard to imagine people sharing all their most intimate information with a computer program, potentially to be stored in perpetuity.



"I and many others in the field have been positively surprised about how willing people are to share very personal details with an LLM," Altman told me. He said he'd recently been on Reddit reading testimonies of people who'd found success by confessing uncomfortable things to LLMs. "They knew it wasn't a real person," he said, "and they were willing to have this hard conversation that they couldn't even talk to a friend about." Huffington echoed these points, arguing that there are billions of health searches on Google every day.



That willingness is not reassuring. For example, it is not far-fetched to imagine insurers wanting to get their hands on this type of medical information in order to hike premiums. Data brokers of all kinds will be similarly keen to obtain people's real-time health-chat records. Altman made a point to say that this theoretical product would not trick people into sharing information. "It'll be super important to make it clear to people how data privacy works; that you know what we train on, what we don't, like when something is ever-stored versus just exists in one session," he said. "But in our experience, people understand this pretty well."



Although savvy users might understand the risks and how chatbots work, I argued that many of the privacy concerns would likely be unexpected--perhaps even out of Thrive AI Health's hands. Neither Altman nor Huffington had an answer to my most basic question--What would the product actually look like? Would it be a smartwatch app, a chatbot? A Siri-like audio assistant?--but Huffington suggested that Thrive's AI platform would be "available through every possible mode," that "it could be through your workplace, like Microsoft Teams or Slack." This led me to propose a hypothetical scenario in which a company collects this information and stores it inappropriately or uses it against employees. What safeguards might the company apply then? Altman's rebuttal was philosophical. "Maybe society will decide there's some version of AI privilege," he said. "When you talk to a doctor or a lawyer, there's medical privileges, legal privileges. There's no current concept of that when you talk to an AI, but maybe there should be."

Read: This is what it looks like when AI eats the world

Here I was struck by an idea that has occurred to me over and over again since the beginning of the generative-AI wave. A fundamental question has loomed over the world of AI since the concept cohered in the 1950s: How do you talk about a technology whose most consequential effects are always just on the horizon, never in the present? Whatever is built today is judged partially on its own merits, but also--perhaps even more important--on what it might presage about what is coming next.



AI is always measured against the end goal: the creation of a synthetic, reasoning intelligence that is greater than or equal to that of a human being. That moment is often positioned, reductively, as either a gift to the human race or an existential reckoning. But you don't have to get apocalyptic to see the way that AI's potential is always muddying people's ability to evaluate its present. For the past two years, shortcomings in generative-AI products--hallucinations; slow, wonky interfaces; stilted prose; images that showed too many teeth or couldn't render fingers; chatbots going rogue--have been dismissed by AI companies as kinks that will eventually be worked out. The models will simply get better, they say. (It is true that many of them have, though these problems--and new ones--continue to pop up.) Still, AI researchers maintain their rallying cry that the models "just want to learn"--a quote attributed to the OpenAI co-founder Ilya Sutskever that means, essentially, that if you throw enough money, computing power, and raw data into these networks, the models will become capable of making ever more impressive inferences. True believers argue that this is a path toward creating actual intelligence (many others strongly disagree). In this framework, the AI people become something like evangelists for a technology rooted in faith: Judge us not by what you see, but by what we imagine.



When I asked about hallucinations, Altman and Huffington suggested that the models have gotten much better and that if Thrive's AI health coaches are focused enough on a narrow body of information (habits, not diagnoses) and trained on the latest peer-reviewed science, then they will be able to make good recommendations. (Though there's every reason to believe that hallucination would still be possible.) When I asked about their choice to compare their company to a massive government program like the New Deal, Huffington argued that "our health-care system is broken and that millions of people are suffering as a result." AI health coaches, she said, are "not about replacing anything. It's about offering behavioral solutions that would not have been successfully possible before AI made this hyper-personalization."



I found it outlandish to invoke America's expensive, inequitable, and inarguably broken health-care infrastructure when hyping a for-profit product that is so nonexistent that its founders could not tell me whether it would be an app or not. That very nonexistence also makes it difficult to criticize with specificity. Thrive AI Health coaches might be the Juicero of the generative AI age--a shell of a product with a splashy board of directors that is hardly more than a logo. Perhaps it is a catastrophic data breach waiting to happen. Or maybe it ends up being real--not a revolutionary product, but a widget that integrates into your iPhone or calendar and toots out a little push alert with a gluten-free recipe from Ina Garten. Or perhaps this someday becomes AI's truly great app--a product that makes it ever easier to keep up with healthy habits. I have my suspicions. (My gut reaction to the press release was that it reminded me of blockchain-style hype, compiling a list of buzzwords and big names.)



Thrive AI Health is profoundly emblematic of this AI moment precisely because it is nothing, yet it demands that we entertain it as something profound. My immediate frustration with the vaporware quality of this announcement turns to trepidation once I consider what happens if they do actually build what they've proposed. Is OpenAI--a company that's had a slew of governance problems, leaks, and concerns about whether its leader is forthright--a company we want as part of our health-care infrastructure? If it succeeds, would Thrive AI Health deepen the inequities it aims to address by giving AI health coaches to the less fortunate, while the richest among us get actual help and medical care from real, attentive professionals? Am I reflexively dismissing an earnest attempt to use a fraught technology for good? Or am I rightly criticizing the kind of press-release hype-fest you see near the end of a tech bubble?

Read: The real lesson from The Making of the Atomic Bomb

Your answer to any of these questions probably depends on what you want to believe about this technological moment. AI has doomsday cultists, atheists, agnostics, and skeptics. Knowing what AI is capable of, sussing out what is opportunistic snake oil and what is genuine, can be difficult. If you want to believe that the models just want to learn, it will be hard to convince you otherwise. So much seems to come down to: How much do you want to believe in a future mediated by intelligent machines that act like humans? And: Do you trust these people?



I put that question--why should people trust you?--to the pair at the end of my interview. Huffington said that the difference with this AI health coach is that the technology will be personalized enough to meet the individual, behavioral-change needs that our current health system doesn't. Altman said he believes that people genuinely want technology to make them healthier: "I think there are only a handful of use cases where AI can really transform the world. Making people healthier is certainly one of them," he said. Both answers sounded earnest enough to my ear, but each requires certain beliefs.



Faith is not a bad thing. We need faith as a powerful motivating force for progress and a way to expand our vision of what is possible. But faith, in the wrong context, is dangerous, especially when it is blind. An industry powered by blind faith seems particularly troubling. Blind faith gives those who stand to profit an enormous amount of leverage; it opens up space for delusion and for grifters looking to make a quick buck.



The greatest trick of a faith-based industry is that it effortlessly and constantly moves the goal posts, resisting evaluation and sidestepping criticism. The promise of something glorious, just out of reach, continues to string unwitting people along. All while half-baked visions promise salvation that may never come.
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Biden Digs In

Does the president have a path to victory against Trump?

by The Editors




On the eve of the Republican National Convention, President Joe Biden appears more determined than ever to continue his bid for reelection. And while many Democrats remain anxious about a Trump landslide in November, Biden's performance at a press conference on Thursday offered enough coherency to prevent a total collapse of his campaign.

Biden's remarks at a news conference after the NATO summit in Washington were seen by some as a test to reassure voters over the president's ability to serve another four years in office. And compared with his performance at the presidential debate two weeks ago, Biden presented a nuanced, complex conversation around policy, Ali Vitali said on last night's episode of Washington Week With The Atlantic. "But when you're grading the president on a curve, that's not great," she continued. "Lawmakers don't really know where the off-ramp is here."

Amid ongoing back-and-forth, some of Biden's supporters still question whether he and the party can continue to withstand the pressure on his public appearances, especially as focus shifts to Donald Trump and his fellow Republicans at their convention next week. "Democrats are obviously terrified that Biden is not going to prevail," Mark Leibovich said last night, "but it's also that he can't perform."

Joining Atlantic staff writer and guest moderator Franklin Foer to discuss this and more: Mark Leibovich, a staff writer at The Atlantic; Ashley Parker, a senior national political correspondent at The Washington Post; Saleha Mohsin, a senior Washington correspondent at Bloomberg News; and Ali Vitali, a Capitol Hill correspondent for NBC News.

Watch the full episode here.
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How Risky Is COVID for an 81-Year-Old?

Once again, Joe Biden has COVID-19.

by Rachel Gutman-Wei




Today, for the third time in two years, President Joe Biden tested positive for COVID-19, the White House said. The president was in Las Vegas--attempting to convince voters, donors, and his fellow lawmakers that he is still the candidate best poised to defeat former President Donald Trump in November--when he fell ill with a runny nose and cough, according to a White House statement. He's already taking the antiviral Paxlovid and will isolate at his home in Delaware.

Since Biden's first two COVID bouts--an initial case and a rebound shortly thereafter in 2022--much has changed for the president, and for the trajectory of the pandemic. Biden's cognitive abilities have come under more intense scrutiny, especially following a debate with Trump last month in which the president demonstrated difficulty completing sentences and holding on to a train of thought. Reported rates of COVID infections, hospitalizations, and deaths have declined--thanks in large part to vaccination--and precautions have become ever more rare. Biden is vaccinated and has superb access to medical care. Chances are, he will be fine. Yet one basic fact remains unchanged: COVID is still capable of inflicting great damage, especially upon the elderly.

In June, according to provisional CDC data, about four out of every 100,000 Americans over the age of 75 (or 0.004 percent) died with COVID-19. That's a far cry from the staggering fatality rates of 2020 (roughly 0.17 percent for the same age group in April of that year), but still sizable in comparison with younger Americans' risk. The June 2024 COVID death rate among 30-to-39-year-olds, for example, is two out of every 10 million. Hospitalizations tell a similar story for the elderly: Last month, more than 60 out of every 100,000 Americans over 75 were hospitalized with COVID. And according to the CDC, this is likely an undercount.

Still, the risks of COVID seem to increase over even just a few years of life for the elderly. People 75 or older are currently 3.5 times as likely to be hospitalized and seven times as likely to die with COVID as people ages 65 to 74. And people in their 80s can accumulate health problems with startling speed. Heart disease, diabetes, kidney disease, cancer, and stroke--all maladies more likely to affect older people--increase a person's chances of serious complications from COVID.

Biden is as likely as any American of his age to come away from this infection with minimal long-term effects. So far, according to the White House's statement, his symptoms are mild, he has no fever, and his blood-oxygen level is normal. He was first vaccinated against COVID in 2020 and has received several shots since, most recently in September. Vaccines are proven to mitigate the most serious risks of the disease, especially among the elderly. And should things take a turn, Biden, as president, has care teams and resources at his instant disposal.

That said, as far as COVID is concerned, good for an 81-year-old is not reliably good. And COVID does not have to kill someone to have troubling, lasting effects. Even mild bouts of COVID can lead to symptoms that linger for weeks or years and range from inconvenient to debilitating. In a study published today, about 7.8 percent of patients infected since Omicron became the dominant variant in the United States developed long-term symptoms. Given current concerns about the president's health and brainpower, any further deterioration is a sobering prospect. A report published by the National Academies of Science last month found that older Americans are especially at risk of cognitive impairment following a COVID infection. What would that mean for a man who has already shown signs of substantial decline--a man subjected to the rigors of one of the most demanding jobs on the planet during the most crucial political campaign of our lifetimes, who refuses to lift the burden of American democracy from his aging shoulders?

Ten days ago--after Biden's feeble debate performance, but before a gunman attempted to assassinate his opponent at a rally--the president made a perplexing statement. Addressing the crowd at a Pennsylvania campaign event, he declared, "I ended the pandemic." The reality is that COVID continues to upend lives every day. Americans should be mindful that it could still upend elections, too.

Lila Shroff contributed reporting.
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The Sad Future of Grocery Shopping

Food shortages will make grocery shopping more expensive and less fun.

by Yasmin Tayag




A well-stocked grocery store is a wondrous place. Among the gleaming pyramids of fruit, golden rows of bread, and freezers crammed with ice cream, time and space collapse. A perfectly ripe apple might have been picked a year ago; a cut of beef may have come from an Australian cow. Grocery stores defy seasons and geography to assure shoppers that they can have anything they want, anytime.



For a moment last year, those promises no longer seemed to hold up: The egg case at my local supermarket in New York City was stripped bare. Bird flu had decimated chickens across the country, and the egg supply with it. Americans hoarded whatever eggs they could find, sometimes paying up to $18 a carton.



Bird flu is a unique, extreme case, but food shortages of all kinds keep hitting the grocery store. In recent months, olive oil, cocoa, and orange juice have been in short supply, sending prices skyrocketing. The problem is largely climate change. Olive oil has more than doubled in cost over the past two years because drought and bad weather in the Mediterranean have shriveled olive groves; so many orange trees in Brazil are diseased and weakened by heat and drought that producers have considered making juice from other fruit. Higher temperatures have even made it harder to control the spread of bird flu, contributing to the egg crisis.



These aren't isolated events. Peanuts, sugar, vanilla, and beef--among other foods--have also been in short supply at points over the past few years. "We are entering an age of disruption," Evan Fraser, a food-systems expert at the University of Guelph, in Canada, told me. Soon, Americans may no longer be able to count on supermarkets that are perpetually stocked with cheap food. The era of grocery abundance is ending, and a more somber one is taking its place.



The magic of the supermarket is that it hides the inherent variability of agriculture. Every clamshell of arugula might look the same from season to season, even if the harvests differ dramatically. Stable weather is one of the major factors necessary to keep supermarkets well stocked, Fraser said--and its future is not looking good with climate change. This week, extreme heat in California, where the bulk of America's fresh produce is grown, singed salad greens and bruised berries. At the same time, Hurricane Beryl, an unprecedentedly strong and early storm that previously demolished farms in the Caribbean, flattened corn and sorghum crops in Texas.



Heat, drought, flooding, and other climate effects are making it harder to grow crops, and importing them from elsewhere isn't always an option. That certain crops are grown in just a few areas in the world has made food especially susceptible to shortages. An ongoing surge in sugar prices in the United States--reflected not just in table sugar but in all sorts of sweets--is being driven by unusually dry conditions in India and Thailand, where much of the global crop is harvested. And in March, a cyclone hit Madagascar, the world's biggest vanilla producer, threatening about half its harvest and the price of ice cream.



Climate change is also worsening the conditions that allow pests and disease to thrive. Along with heat- and water-related stress, "it's very clear, globally, that both are becoming more common," David Lobell, a professor and the director of Stanford University's Center on Food Security and the Environment, told me. Over the past two decades, Florida's orange and grapefruit production has plummeted more than 75 percent because of citrus greening, an infection spread by tiny bugs that is now also ravaging fruit in Brazil. Other impacts of climate change on agriculture are less visible. It has dried up fields of grass, which farmers rely on to feed their cows. Last year, beef prices hit a near-record high.



What makes climate change so troubling is that it affects so many aspects of the food system. Cargo ships stuck in massive seaside traffic jams--some due to low water levels caused by climate change--are holding up food deliveries. Events such as the war in Ukraine--which has curtailed production of wheat, the country's major export--"may not have any obvious connection to the climate, but they're happening on top of a baseline," Lobell said.



All of this means higher prices and patchy supply. It's already happening, but you might not have noticed. Inflation has masked some of the price hikes. In some cases, climate-related shortages can be remedied by importing food from places that aren't affected. For basic commodity crops such as cocoa, wheat, and coffee, price increases may seem minor compared with what's happening on farms themselves; these goods are typically stockpiled, which means there's usually a backup supply to draw from if there's a shortage, softening any upticks in price. The sheer range of products available allows most shortages to be sidestepped painlessly: Shoppers can swap olive oil for canola; juice makers can substitute mandarins for oranges. Food companies also have tricks so that you don't notice food shortages. In March, Cadbury confirmed that it had downsized one of its chocolate bars because cocoa has become more expensive thanks to poor harvests.



Wealthy nations are generally shielded from the worst effects of crop shortfalls, Lobell said. The food sold in those countries is usually more processed, so the cost of raw ingredients is just one component of the overall price. Poorer nations that depend on unprocessed ingredients are the hardest hit. In the U.S., diminished wheat imports from Ukraine raised flour prices; in Egypt, they halved bread consumption.



But Americans will feel the squeeze eventually as the planet warms. Already, drought-related shortages of avocados in Mexico, which is responsible for 90 percent of the U.S. supply, have meant less guacamole during the Super Bowl. When reserves of commodity goods run out, prices will rise; this is expected to happen with cocoa in the next few years. Perishable goods can't be stored away in case of emergency. Even the ubiquitous banana isn't immune to rising prices: Higher temperatures are worsening the spread of a catastrophic fungal disease, and the sophisticated storage chambers that make bananas cheap year-round may not be enough to buffer the coming shortfalls. Of course, poorer Americans will bear the brunt of rising costs.



Certainly, the consequences could be lessened. Crops that get too hot for one area may still grow in fields elsewhere, or even in greenhouses or so-called vertical farms. According to Lobell's research, bolstering U.S. agriculture against climate change would require up to $434 billion in research and development. That might include technology such as improved machinery, as well as seeds and livestock that are genetically modified to withstand climate stresses.



This is where the new age of grocery stores begins. They aren't about to become Malthusian--just a little sad. Most likely, "it would be more of the same" of what's happening now, Lobell said: The produce you're looking for may be more expensive or out of stock more frequently; the prices of basic foods, such as sugar and flour, won't be reliably low. Maybe guacamole will become too costly to be a Super Bowl staple, or burger prices will start to resemble those of steak. If extreme heat continues to crush tomato harvests in Australia, Spain, and California, you might even think twice about that bottle of ketchup.



But perhaps the most devastating toll for Americans may be psychological. The idea of the supermarket "was based--and still is based--on endless abundance," the author Benjamin Lorr writes in The Secret Life of Groceries. All of that bounty has long reassured Americans that food is plentiful and affordable, shaping our approach to eating, cooking, and shopping. It's the reason you can look up a recipe today and likely have all the ingredients for it tomorrow, regardless of whether it's July or February. But the grocery is transforming. Shoppers once walked in thinking, What do I want? The more salient question may soon be: What can I have?
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I Went to Death Valley to Experience 129 Degrees

Sweating through one of the hottest days in history

by Ross Andersen


The sun sets over California Highway 190 as it winds across Death Valley National Park on July 7, 2024. (Etienne Laurent / AFP / Getty)



A large digital thermometer sits at the entrance to the gleaming mid-century-modern visitor center in Furnace Creek, California. When I arrived on Sunday afternoon, it was thronged with people with their phones out, taking pictures. A mood of anticipation hummed through the crowd. A few hours east of us, in Las Vegas, temperatures would rise to 120 degrees Fahrenheit, smashing that city's record by three degrees. But news reports suggested that here in the heart of Death Valley National Park, the high could reach 130, matching the hottest-ever day reliably measured on Earth. At 1 p.m., the big thermometer was already flipping back and forth between 126 and 127.

A ranger told us not to get excited, as the thermometer runs a degree or two hot. Our hopes were undimmed: There were still several hours to go before the day reached peak heat. In the meantime, a circus atmosphere was taking hold. I saw a man kneeling close to the ground, surrounded by a camera crew. I edged closer, thinking that he might have caught a scorpion or tarantula, and saw he had a frying pan instead. He was trying to cook a raw egg in the sun. When the clear and runny part turned white, he brayed at his doubters in triumph.

People stood together in clusters, wearing floppy hats and neckerchiefs. I heard lots of French and German, and a bit of Dutch. Over the years, I've run into many Europeans in the big western parks. Europe has no great desert, and as a consequence, its people have become great pilgrims of arid expanses: seekers of heat, space, and light. A trio of Germans took pictures of themselves pointing to the temperature. I, too, was a tourist, and I, too, had retained a childish enthusiasm for superlatives. I wanted to experience world-record heat, not as a number in a headline, but with my body. I'd heard that Death Valley's summers were becoming hotter, as they have been in many other places. I imagined my physical person as a kind of tuning fork for planetary change.

At 3:18 p.m., the slightly overactive thermometer ticked up to 130; I later saw that, according to the National Weather Service, the temperature was only 129. I was no stranger to the scorching feel of a desert in high summer. My dad lived amid the red rock of Southern Utah for more than a decade, and I visited him in all seasons. I was just there a few weeks ago when temperatures reached 113. But 129 hits different. When you emerge into that kind of heat from an air-conditioned space, you feel its intensity before the door even closes behind you. It sets upon you from above. It is as though a clingy gargoyle made of flame has landed atop your head and neck. This gargoyle is a creature of pure desire. It wants only one thing, to bring you into thermal equilibrium with the desert. It goes for your soft spots first, reaching into the corners of your eyes, singeing your nostrils. After a few minutes pass, it tries to pull moisture straight through your skin. You feel its pinches and prickles on your forearms and calves. The breeze only makes things worse, by blasting apart the thin and fragile atmosphere of cooled air that millions of your pores produce by sweating. Your heart hammers faster and faster. Your cognition starts to blur. Only eight minutes in, I looked down at my phone. It had shut down entirely. I chose to view that as an act of solidarity.

The next morning, I went for a ride with Nichole Andler, the park's chief of interpretation. She helps visitors understand what they're looking at, so they do more than gawk at the park's spectacular geology. She'd sent me an email a few days earlier, "to set expectations." We could be outside her vehicle only for 10 minutes at a time, it said. I'd rolled my eyes--I confessed this to her later--thinking that her caution was excessive, but my encounter with the heat the day before we met changed my mind. We drove along the eastern side of the valley in a white Jeep Grand Cherokee. A walkie-talkie in the center console occasionally piped up with bursts of static or number-coded reports called in by other rangers. She pointed to a hill covered in black volcanic rock. She said that in the 1970s, Carl Sagan had used its terrain to test-drive a prototype of a rover that later landed on Mars. Death Valley has also stood in for fictional planets. The Tatooine scenes in Star Wars were shot in the park because it was the kind of landscape that could have plausibly been scorched by two suns.

We soon arrived at Badwater Basin, a playa wedged between two mountain ranges that shoot up straight from the valley floor. These mountains aren't thickly forested like the Appalachians. They're the stark, charcoal-and-brown peaks of the basin and range. The highest among them is 11,000 feet. A deep Ice Age lake once covered the valley, but after the planet warmed, it evaporated, leaving only trace minerals behind, mostly salt crystals. They lend the playa its distinctive white shimmer. At 282 feet below sea level, Badwater Basin is the lowest point in North America. There wasn't a single cloud in the sky, not even a cirrus wisp or fading contrail. (The next day I did see a small cloud hovering over the valley's edge, but it looked so out of place that I briefly wondered if it was a child's lost balloon.) There isn't much atmospheric cover, and July sunlight slams down into the valley, unimpeded, for 14 hours a day. The thick air near the bottom absorbs its heat, and rises, but not high enough to clear the mountains. Instead, the still-warm air settles back down to lower elevations and accumulates, an effect that Andler compared to that produced by a convection oven.

On certain days, she said, the heat feels like it has drilled through her skin and muscle and into her bones. After a brief spell outside in 120-degree heat, rangers are advised to take anywhere from 15 to 45 minutes to cool down. They do everything they can to shorten these cool-down periods, in case they're needed for a rescue or other urgent business. But they have to be careful: "Sometimes I get back into a hot Death Valley vehicle, turn the air-conditioning on, and start to feel refreshed, only to realize that my back is a completely different temperature than my front," Andler said. (I pictured the gargoyle smirking at her in the rear-view mirror.) Death Valley allows its rangers to leave their parked cars running, so they are ready to serve as cooling chambers.

The day before I arrived in Death Valley, the rangers had received a distress call from Badwater Basin. A group of six people had ridden motorcycles into the park and were showing signs of heat illness. "They were in the front country, and we knew their location, so rangers responded immediately," Andler said. One of them was declared dead at the scene, not far from where Andler and I stood on the valley floor. Three others were brought to the visitor center for emergency medical attention, including one who was evacuated to a hospital in Vegas. The evacuation took extra time, because the air was too hot to send a helicopter into the park. "It's tough when you're on a motorcycle, because you're exposed to the elements and you're wearing heavy gear," Andler said. "The only thing that I can assume is that they didn't take enough time to cool down." A sad silence passed between us.

Read: A new danger at America's national parks

That night, I went to Zabriskie Point to watch the setting sun turn the valley's wrinkled rock formations gold and pink. A crowd of extreme-heat tourists had assembled, but Andler's story about the bikers made me feel less festive. After the sun went down, I drove back to Furnace Creek. Desert mice flitted across the road in my headlights. They were the only nonhuman mammals I'd seen apart from a coyote that padded through some sand dunes I visited at sunrise. It took two hours for Death Valley to darken. When the moon is full, the park's salt flats take on an eerie glow, but that night the moon was just a thin crescent. It soon became so dark that I couldn't see my own outstretched hand. One of the Milky Way's starry arms arced from one horizon to another. I wanted to stargaze deep into the night, but could manage only half an hour: At 10:30 p.m., it was still 119 degrees on the valley floor.

On my way out of the park early the next morning, I turned onto a private road. I passed a no trespassing sign and made my way onto Timbisha Shoshone land. At a small administrative office, I met with Mandi Campbell, a 50-year-old woman who serves as the tribe's historic-preservation officer. We had just sat down to talk when an extreme-heat alert lit up both of our phones. I asked Campbell what the tribe made of all the people who come to the park just for the thrill of experiencing near-130-degree weather in person. "We think that they're crazy," she said. "We don't understand why they do it. I have a police scanner at home, and it keeps going off. I keep hearing, 'dehydration, dehydration, dehydration.'"

Campbell is one of 25 tribe members who live in the Timbisha Shoshone's ancestral homeland on the valley floor. Most have been here since birth. "This heat is nothing new to us," she told me. "We know how to hunker down inside of our homes and try to stay cool." Now that tribe members have air-conditioning, they live here year-round, but Campbell's ancestors had the good sense to decamp to  higher elevations during the hot months. They built a camp of summer homes on the shoulders of one of the park's peaks centuries ago. "It's 80 degrees up there right now," Campbell said. "It's nice."

The Timbisha Shoshone had been in Death Valley for more than 1,000 years when white settlers arrived during the Gold Rush. The environment proved difficult for the extractive industries. Less than a century later, the major mining company in the area pivoted to tourism. One of its executives lobbied Herbert Hoover to make Death Valley a national monument in 1933. Its first superintendent spoke openly about his desire to remove the Timbisha Shoshone. In 1957, after tribe members had left the valley floor for the summer, the park staff called in fire trucks, and ordered them to turn their hoses on the tribe's adobe buildings. Many of their walls were reduced to mud. Only six remain, including three that house tribe members to this day.

Despite this history, Campbell told me that she personally has a good relationship with the park, now that some of the tribe's land has been returned. "We have to work together to protect this place," she said. But she remains irked by the name Death Valley. "They called it that because they didn't care for this place," she said. "Their settlers weren't making it here. But there is nothing dead about this valley. It is alive. There is plenty of food. My ancestors hunted bighorn sheep here. They hunted rabbits. They collected mesquite beans and ground them into flour to make bread. They knew where all the springs were. They had their trails, their ways. That's how they were able to survive."

Campbell's aunt, Pauline Esteves, was the driving force behind the tribe's effort to reclaim its land from the U.S. government. She served as both chief activist and negotiator. I asked Campbell about her. I must have slipped into that subtle tone you use when you assume that someone is dead. "She is still alive," Campbell said, almost in retort. "She will be 100 in December." Esteves lives only a few houses away from the tribal office, as do two of the tribe's other eldest elders. "They're tougher than us," Campbell said, and then she started to laugh. "When the electricity goes out in the summer, we are screaming to leave, but not the elders. All they want is a wet sheet to be put over them. They don't want to go nowhere."
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Maybe She's Born With It. Maybe It's Neurocosmetics.

Skin care is coming for your brain.

by Hannah Seo




For just $65, the skin-care company Selfmade will sell you a kit that will purportedly help you feel more stable and confident in your relationships--and get better skin all the while. According to the kit's marketing copy, it comes with a serum that enhances "safety and comfort with self," a moisturizer that "promotes awareness that past negative experience and emotional states can carry throughout your life," and the best-selling relationship-psychology book Attached. Together, the "Securely Attached Kit" is a "ritual" that promises to reframe your attitudes to both your skin and self. It's cheaper and arguably less involved than therapy.

The Securely Attached Kit is part of a new generation of "neurocosmetics" that blur the rhetoric of beauty, brain science, and mental health. "It's the era of the 'neuro,'" says Amina Mire, a sociologist at Carleton University who studies cultural messaging surrounding women's aging and wellness. Americans have long equated skin care with self-care, but the rise of neurocosmetics marks a new escalation in the industry's messaging: Slather our product on your skin, and it will change your brain chemistry for the better. Or, as a recent blog post by the founder of Murad declared, "Skincare = brain care."

Such messaging draws from the established principle that the well-being of the skin and brain are interlinked. Certain aspects of so-called psychodermatology are well supported by research. For example, some skin conditions have psychiatric components and vice versa, says Mohammad Jafferany, a psychiatry professor at Central Michigan University. Acne and psoriasis can flare with stress--and they can in turn exacerbate poor mental health by lowering self-esteem. Psychological treatments such as cognitive behavioral therapy may improve certain skin conditions, including atopic dermatitis and psoriasis.

But acknowledging the link between mental and dermatological health is an entirely different prospect from claiming (or implying) that the active ingredients in some skin-care products can act directly on the nervous system. A "serotoner" by CAP Beauty, for example, touts its inclusion of griffonia, a plant whose seeds contain the molecule 5-HTP, a chemical precursor to serotonin, to encourage "happier, healthier and more joyful looking skin." Balms by NEUR|AE, a brand under the Sisley group that professes to be "elevated by neuroscience," combine "neuro-ingredients, neuro-fragrances and neuro-textures" to glaze users with feelings like harmony and serenity. A brand called Justhuman says its ingredients are formulated to control inflammation in the skin by stimulating the production of neuropeptides, chemical messengers that neurons use to signal one another.

Read: How skin care became an at-home science experiment

Both Justhuman and Selfmade say their ingredients stimulate beta-endorphins, a type of neuropeptide, to counteract the stress hormone cortisol and relax or rebalance the skin. Beta-endorphins are natural painkillers, mood enhancers, and mood stabilizers. There's some early evidence that ingesting certain plant extracts or smelling some essential oils stimulates the body to produce beta-endorphins, Angela Lamb, an associate dermatology professor at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, told me. Similarly, 5-HTP supplements taken orally can boost serotonin production. But to Lamb's knowledge, no double-blind placebo studies have shown that any substance applied topically will boost beta-endorphin or serotonin production, either locally in people's skin or throughout the nervous system broadly.

Instead, much of the research on these ingredients has been performed on animals or cell cultures. In an emailed statement, NEUR|AE's director of research, Jose Ginestar, wrote that the company's plant extracts are tested for efficacy on cell cultures to see how they modulate excess cortisol or boost endorphins. A representative for Selfmade said in a statement that the company drew on existing cell-culture studies when formulating its products, and has conducted studies via a third party on how its products affect users. (CAP declined to provide any information about its products.) Kelly Dobos, a cosmetic chemist, told me that broad conclusions drawn from cell-culture studies can be misleading. For one thing, applying a substance directly to a cell is different from applying it to the skin, an organ that has evolved, in part, to resist penetration. Plus, Dobos said, researchers typically apply high concentrations of a single ingredient to cell cultures instead of testing a product in its complete formulation, or at realistic levels.

None of this is to say that skin-care products can't affect the mental health of people who use them. But they're almost certainly acting less directly than their labels might imply. If, say, the embarrassment of cystic acne weighs on your self-esteem, clearing your skin might have wonderful mood-boosting effects. Tara Well, a psychologist at Barnard College and the author of Mirror Meditation: The Power of Neuroscience and Self-Reflection to Overcome Self-Criticism, Gain Confidence, and See Yourself With Compassion, told me that applying products to your skin can also simply feel good. Some evidence suggests that soothing self-touch can lower physiological signs of stress. By repeating a morning or evening skin-care routine, enjoying the sensations and smells of various creams and getting your "me time," you might also teach yourself to associate that routine and those products with an elevated mood, Well said.

Read: The real reason eye cream is so expensive

Psychologists even recommend lotion as a short-term coping mechanism for teens seeking mental-health treatment, Janet Lydecker, a psychiatrist at Yale School of Medicine, told me. Certain smells, such as lavender and rosemary, can have a calming effect, and self-soothing by feeling the texture of the lotion can also be grounding, Lydecker said. "If patients are in their head, preoccupied, ruminating on something that's causing distress, it's such a tangible way to cope," she told me. But such effects have little to do with the chemical makeup of the lotion, and are definitely not meant to act as stand-alone, long-term interventions for poor mental health.

Stephanie Lee, the CEO and founder of Selfmade, insisted in an interview that her products' formulas are boons to mental health. She acknowledged that a moisturizer alone won't result in big, lasting psychological changes, but she nevertheless argued that the company's products could have a role in helping young buyers cope with issues of anxiety and low self-worth, especially in the midst of America's teen-mental-health crisis. The mission of Selfmade, Lee told me, is to teach young folks how to "use skin as data for what might be happening in our minds"--in other words, to look to their skin as a sign of, and potential solution to, inner turmoil.

Some experts argue that conflating skin care and mental health will only further stigmatize wrinkles, pimples, and other perceived flaws. "Any time that we entangle appearance with morality, then people who don't look as good are judged for that in ways that are fundamentally unfair and problematic," Kjerstin Gruys, a sociologist at the University of San Francisco, told me. If having good skin and good mental health is a matter of buying a $65 skin-care kit, then not having both, or either, must be your own fault.

Read: The best skin-care trick is being rich

Several decades ago, when wellness movements began to enter the mainstream and serious academics were debunking ill-advised health fads, the beauty industry embraced the practice of marketing products as "cosmeceuticals," a blend of cosmetics and pharmaceuticals, to imply medicinal properties. Similar terms such as nutraceuticals and phytoceuticals followed. It's all too fitting that "neuro" cosmetics have taken over at a time when having a therapist, setting boundaries, and being fluent in therapy-speak have become markers of good health and character. The beauty industry has always named its products to evoke aspirations that go beyond the cosmetic, Lee told me. And so far, it's worked. After all, Lee said, "self-actualization sells."
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        Elephants Are Doing Something Deeply Human
        Tove Danovich

        The best thing language has ever done for us, as far as I'm concerned, is give us the ability to talk with and about one another. Why bother with words if you can't get your friend's attention on a crowded street and pull them aside to complain about your nemesis? Language, that is to say, would be largely useless without names. As soon as a group is bigger than a handful of people, names become essential: Referring to someone who shares your cave or campfire as "that guy" goes only so far.  Perh...

      

      
        How Risky Is COVID for an 81-Year-Old?
        Rachel Gutman-Wei

        Today, for the third time in two years, President Joe Biden tested positive for COVID-19, the White House said. The president was in Las Vegas--attempting to convince voters, donors, and his fellow lawmakers that he is still the candidate best poised to defeat former President Donald Trump in November--when he fell ill with a runny nose and cough, according to a White House statement. He's already taking the antiviral Paxlovid and will isolate at his home in Delaware.Since Biden's first two COVID b...

      

      
        The Search for Alien Life Starts on Earth
        Marina Koren

        Antarctica is home to some of the most alien places on Earth. No trees interrupt the horizon. The landscape, all sharp edges, seems to go on forever until it drops off dramatically into the frigid sea. Everything is quiet, save for the crackle of ice and gusts of wind, and unbearably cold.  John Priscu, a microbial ecologist at Montana State University, has visited Antarctica 40 times for research since the mid-1980s. When he first made the trip, scientists weren't as worried about climate change...

      

      
        The MAGA Plan to End Free Weather Reports
        Zoe Schlanger

        In the United States, as in most other countries, weather forecasts are a freely accessible government amenity. The National Weather Service issues alerts and predictions, warning of hurricanes and excessive heat and rainfall, all at the total cost to American taxpayers of roughly $4 per person per year. Anyone with a TV, smartphone, radio, or newspaper can know what tomorrow's weather will look like, whether a hurricane is heading toward their town, or if a drought has been forecast for the next...

      

      
        A Whale-Skeleton Discovery Has Stumped Marine Biologists
        Douglas Main

        This article was originally published by Hakai Magazine.A pair of scientific surveys recently turned up a few surprises on the seafloor off the coast of Los Angeles. First, there were the thousands of naval weapons. And then, researchers found the remains of whales--seven confirmed and likely more than 60 total skeletons in the dark depths, a phenomenon known as "whale fall."Eric Terrill and Sophia Merrifield, oceanographers from Scripps Institution of Oceanography at UCSD who led the surveys in 2...

      

      
        A Major Climate Threat Could Be Disastrous for Birds
        Kylie Mohr

        This article was originally published by High Country News.Last summer, Carrie Brown-Kornarens spent 10 minutes every week observing birds in her Los Angeles backyard and at nearby Griffith Park. Brown-Kornarens, a ceramicist with a background in graphic design and animation, looked and listened closely for birds amid the coastal sagebrush, scrub, oak, and walnut trees. She was already collecting data for a local raptor study, and she liked the idea of learning even more about birds and their beh...

      

      
        Houston Is on a Path to an All-Out Power Crisis
        Andrea Valdez

        For the 2.2 million people in Houston who lost power Monday after Hurricane Beryl swept through the city, the first question they had was When will the electricity be back on? The city's utility, CenterPoint Energy, didn't yet have an online outage map to monitor. There was, however, a work-around. "The Whataburger app works as a power outage tracker," tweeted a user who goes by the name BBQ Bryan, alongside a screenshot of the beloved local fast-food chain's location map on its app. It did--helpf...

      

      
        The Awkward Truth About Extinction
        Leigh Phillips

        Last year, hiking in Morocco's eastern Atlas Mountains, I found an ammonite, a fossil of those spiral-shape cephalopods that to many symbolize paleontology itself. The fossilization process had turned the animal into pyrite--fool's gold. It's about the size of a small button, and although its luster isn't great, the specimen is still special to me. It comes from my absolute favorite mass-extinction event--yes, I have a favorite mass-extinction event--and holding it is like holding that extinction in...
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Elephants Are Doing Something Deeply Human

They're part of a growing list of animals that use namelike calls.

by Tove Danovich




The best thing language has ever done for us, as far as I'm concerned, is give us the ability to talk with and about one another. Why bother with words if you can't get your friend's attention on a crowded street and pull them aside to complain about your nemesis? Language, that is to say, would be largely useless without names. As soon as a group is bigger than a handful of people, names become essential: Referring to someone who shares your cave or campfire as "that guy" goes only so far.

Perhaps because names are so crucial and personal, naming things can feel uniquely human. And until a little over a decade ago, scientists predominantly thought that was true. Then, in 2013, a study suggested that bottlenose dolphins use namelike calls. Scientists have since found evidence that parrots, and perhaps whales and bats, use calls that identify them as individuals too. In June, a study published in Nature Ecology & Evolution showed that elephants do the same. Among humans, at least, names are inextricably linked with identity. The fact that we're not unique in using them is a tantalizing sign that we aren't the only beings who can recognize ourselves and those around us as individuals.

Many animals are born with the ability to make a specific collection of sounds, such as alarm calls that correlate with aerial predators or threats on the ground. But "names, by definition, have to be learned," Mickey Pardo, a postdoctoral researcher at Colorado State University who led the elephant study, told me. Every species that uses auditory names (or namelike identifiers) must necessarily be capable of what scientists call "vocal-production learning"--the ability to learn and produce new sounds or modify existing ones.

The fact that so many different species capable of vocal-production learning use namelike calls--especially species with such different evolutionary lineages--underscores just how important naming must be. In fact, Pardo said, it's plausible that such creatures gained the ability to learn new sounds specifically for the purpose of naming one another. In the case of humans, Pardo proposed, the skills enabled by naming might even have "allowed our communication system to get more sophisticated until we had language."

So far, the species that use names (or anything like them), including us humans, are highly social. We all live in fluid groups: Sometimes individuals spend time with family and closely bonded friends or partners, and other times they're surrounded by strangers or acquaintances. Stephanie King, an associate professor at the University of Bristol, in England, and a lead author on the bottlenose-dolphin paper, told me that, in such societies, names serve a practical function. They allow you to track and address your social companions, whether they're nearby or you've become separated from them. That's especially helpful if you rely on others' cooperation to hunt or care for young. "For dolphins, it's important to keep track of who you can rely on to assist you in times of conflict," King said.

Read: How first contact with whale civilization could unfold

Names can also have more sentimental purposes. Among elephants and dolphins, Pardo said, name calls may be a sign of closeness: Individuals of both species appear likelier to use the names of other animals they're bonded to. Humans, too, can use names to project or create intimacy. For example, in one study, people were likelier to do a favor for someone who remembered their name. When I meet someone and want to stay in touch, I go out of my way to learn and remember their name.

This, perhaps, gives some credence to Dale Carnegie's advice in How to Win Friends and Influence People to learn others' names: "A person's name is to that person the sweetest, most important sound in any language." Personal experience supports that theory. Many times, my own name, Tove, has caused me trouble. Because it's Scandinavian, it rhymes with nova, not stove, which means I spend countless hours of my life pronouncing and spelling my name for people when I'd rather talk about anything else. But as much as that annoys me, I'll never change my name--it's mine--and I care that others get it right.

For humans, the significance of names is inseparable from concepts of identity and individuality. We could walk around describing one another with labels--American, woman, child, baker, pedestrian--but people generally don't like to be addressed or referred to that way. "It makes you feel less than human," Laurel Sutton, the president of the American Name Society, told me, perhaps because such epithets fail to differentiate an individual from a group. "We are very individualistic as a species."

Scientists don't yet know whether names have developed such deep significance among other species. But the mere existence of naming among animals is a hint that they have a sense of themselves as separable from the world around them. It's not the first clue that scientists have had of such a possibility. Since the 1970s, chimpanzees--and, by some accounts, dolphins and even reef fish--have passed the controversial "mirror test," in which an animal reacts to a mark placed on its own body that's visible in a mirror. But touching a red dot on your forehead is still very different from understanding that every member of your species is an individual.

Of course, names and the mirror test are far from the only ways that animals demonstrate an awareness of something that approximates identity. Individuals from all sorts of species can recognize their offspring and mates. Dolphins may be able to recognize familiar companions based on their urine in the water. Bats likely use signatures encoded in echolocation calls to distinguish between other individuals.

From the March 2019 issue: A journey into the animal mind

As tempting as it may be to find analogues for human behavior among animals, King cautioned against putting too much stock in such arguments. "It's more interesting to look at how and why the animals behave as they do in their system," she said. Perhaps studying animal naming behaviors might be most valuable for the ways it allows scientists to learn more about other species and how they adapt to their environments. For example, King said, a dolphin's signature whistle--its name--is discrete, whereas an elephant name call encodes other information along with the elephant's identity. This difference may have arisen, King posited, because of the way sound travels underwater or how pressure changes dolphins' ability to vocalize. But it could also stem from the fact that dolphins more regularly encounter a wider number of individuals, which means they need more efficient introductions. Finding the answer would tell scientists more about these species' societies and evolutionary needs--not just that they do something similar to humans.

Still, I can't help but feel a sense of connection when I learn that a new species has joined the ranks of namers. As the botanist Robin Wall Kimmerer wrote in her book Braiding Sweetgrass, "Names are the way we humans build relationship, not only with each other but with the living world." And other species' names make me hope for the possibility that those relationships might become more reciprocal. The thought of someday being able to address an elephant in a way it can understand is downright magical. To say, "Hello, I'm Tove. Please tell me your name."
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How Risky Is COVID for an 81-Year-Old?

Once again, Joe Biden has COVID-19.

by Rachel Gutman-Wei




Today, for the third time in two years, President Joe Biden tested positive for COVID-19, the White House said. The president was in Las Vegas--attempting to convince voters, donors, and his fellow lawmakers that he is still the candidate best poised to defeat former President Donald Trump in November--when he fell ill with a runny nose and cough, according to a White House statement. He's already taking the antiviral Paxlovid and will isolate at his home in Delaware.

Since Biden's first two COVID bouts--an initial case and a rebound shortly thereafter in 2022--much has changed for the president, and for the trajectory of the pandemic. Biden's cognitive abilities have come under more intense scrutiny, especially following a debate with Trump last month in which the president demonstrated difficulty completing sentences and holding on to a train of thought. Reported rates of COVID infections, hospitalizations, and deaths have declined--thanks in large part to vaccination--and precautions have become ever more rare. Biden is vaccinated and has superb access to medical care. Chances are, he will be fine. Yet one basic fact remains unchanged: COVID is still capable of inflicting great damage, especially upon the elderly.

In June, according to provisional CDC data, about four out of every 100,000 Americans over the age of 75 (or 0.004 percent) died with COVID-19. That's a far cry from the staggering fatality rates of 2020 (roughly 0.17 percent for the same age group in April of that year), but still sizable in comparison with younger Americans' risk. The June 2024 COVID death rate among 30-to-39-year-olds, for example, is two out of every 10 million. Hospitalizations tell a similar story for the elderly: Last month, more than 60 out of every 100,000 Americans over 75 were hospitalized with COVID. And according to the CDC, this is likely an undercount.

Still, the risks of COVID seem to increase over even just a few years of life for the elderly. People 75 or older are currently 3.5 times as likely to be hospitalized and seven times as likely to die with COVID as people ages 65 to 74. And people in their 80s can accumulate health problems with startling speed. Heart disease, diabetes, kidney disease, cancer, and stroke--all maladies more likely to affect older people--increase a person's chances of serious complications from COVID.

Biden is as likely as any American of his age to come away from this infection with minimal long-term effects. So far, according to the White House's statement, his symptoms are mild, he has no fever, and his blood-oxygen level is normal. He was first vaccinated against COVID in 2020 and has received several shots since, most recently in September. Vaccines are proven to mitigate the most serious risks of the disease, especially among the elderly. And should things take a turn, Biden, as president, has care teams and resources at his instant disposal.

That said, as far as COVID is concerned, good for an 81-year-old is not reliably good. And COVID does not have to kill someone to have troubling, lasting effects. Even mild bouts of COVID can lead to symptoms that linger for weeks or years and range from inconvenient to debilitating. In a study published today, about 7.8 percent of patients infected since Omicron became the dominant variant in the United States developed long-term symptoms. Given current concerns about the president's health and brainpower, any further deterioration is a sobering prospect. A report published by the National Academies of Science last month found that older Americans are especially at risk of cognitive impairment following a COVID infection. What would that mean for a man who has already shown signs of substantial decline--a man subjected to the rigors of one of the most demanding jobs on the planet during the most crucial political campaign of our lifetimes, who refuses to lift the burden of American democracy from his aging shoulders?

Ten days ago--after Biden's feeble debate performance, but before a gunman attempted to assassinate his opponent at a rally--the president made a perplexing statement. Addressing the crowd at a Pennsylvania campaign event, he declared, "I ended the pandemic." The reality is that COVID continues to upend lives every day. Americans should be mindful that it could still upend elections, too.

Lila Shroff contributed reporting.
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The Search for Alien Life Starts on Earth

But the places that could most help scientists find it are melting away.

by Marina Koren




Antarctica is home to some of the most alien places on Earth. No trees interrupt the horizon. The landscape, all sharp edges, seems to go on forever until it drops off dramatically into the frigid sea. Everything is quiet, save for the crackle of ice and gusts of wind, and unbearably cold.

John Priscu, a microbial ecologist at Montana State University, has visited Antarctica 40 times for research since the mid-1980s. When he first made the trip, scientists weren't as worried about climate change as they are now. But these days, Priscu can feel the planet changing beneath his feet. The snow has become noticeably mushier, and driving equipment-laden tractors across the landscape feels like slogging through thick mud. Drills meant to probe icy depths instead get stuck in the slush.

For scientists like Priscu, the effects of a warming world reach far beyond our suffering planet. In Antarctica, the Arctic, and lower latitudes around the world, scientists use extreme environments to test ideas and techniques for ambitious space missions. Such places, known as analog sites, resemble environments on Mars and certain moons of Jupiter and Saturn--celestial bodies where microbial life may have once arisen, or may even be alive right now. Knowledge about the little organisms living in these strange places on Earth gets funneled into efforts to detect alien life elsewhere in the solar system.

If humans ever find evidence of extraterrestrial life, it will most likely be tiny and quiet, not a radio transmission from a distant civilization but perhaps a string of amino acids arranged in a familiar way in a chunk of ice. Humankind's space-exploration talents are the sharpest and cleverest they've ever been; we have managed, from afar, to fly a helicopter in the Martian sky, sidle up to moons of Jupiter, and change the orbit of an asteroid. There's never been a better time to find proof, once and for all, that life managed to spark somewhere other than on this planet. But climate change is melting away the rare places on Earth that could help astronomers make that historic discovery.

Read: There's hope for life on Europa, a distant moon

Scientists did not seriously consider the possibility that life could survive on inhospitable alien worlds until they found ecosystems thriving without sunlight or significant oxygen right here on Earth. In the mid-20th century, they detected microbes within the rock of Antarctica's dry valleys. In 1977, marine creatures were discovered around hydrothermal vents deep in the Pacific Ocean. Priscu has sampled several subglacial lakes in Antarctica, drilling through the ice to reach secret realms of life that have been swirling in peace for millions of years.

Similar communities may exist in oceans beneath the icy exteriors of Europa, a moon of Jupiter, and Enceladus, a moon of Saturn. Antarctic lakes provide necessary practice for missions to sample those oceans. But Antarctica is losing ice rapidly. If the glaciers that cover Priscu's lakes vanish--an ever-likelier possibility in a warming world--the once-hidden water could freeze solid. "We need to get into these deep subglacial lakes in Antarctica while we still have them," Priscu told me. "If we can't develop the tools and the ability to drill through two miles of ice in Antarctica and sample an environment for life, we shouldn't be spending billions of dollars putting a lander on Europa."

Astronomers are intent on exploring Europa, in part because its surface is crisscrossed with reddish streaks that suggest the presence of sulfur, which is essential to life as we know it. In fact, Europa looks remarkably similar to Borup Fiord Pass, a site in the Canadian High Arctic where a natural spring spills out onto the ice, carrying sulfur from beneath a glacier. The spring is the only one of its kind on Earth, and NASA has relied on data gathered there to design a mission to Europa, scheduled to launch later this year. A century ago, Borup Fiord Pass likely had dozens of such sulfur springs, John Spear, a professor at the Colorado School of Mines who has conducted research at the site, told me. Now there's just the one.

Read: Scientists are very worried about NASA's Mars plan

Scientists could re-create some alien conditions in the lab, but many of them would make for a poor substitute. The sulfur-loving bacteria at Borup Fiord Pass, for example, produce an unpredictable assortment of compounds that's difficult to mimic artificially. "There are so many possibilities and random things that happen in microbiology and geochemistry," Spear said. "We can't duplicate that in a synthetic environment."

In Greenland, melting has made researchers question whether they're getting the best results. The ice sheet there is regarded as one of the best analog sites for Enceladus, Michael Malaska, a planetary scientist at NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory, told me. Enceladus sprays icy particles into space through cracks in its surface, and some of the material lands back on the moon's surface and eventually stacks up. Malaska and his colleagues practice searching for life there by shooting lasers into the Greenland ice and looking for the telltale glow of amino acids in complex organic molecules. It's a proof of concept for similar instruments on a potential mission to Enceladus. Surface temperatures on that moon are astoundingly cold--about -330 degrees Fahrenheit--so Malaska needs his analog sites to be as chilly as possible. Warmer conditions can reorganize any organic material in the snow, hindering Malaska's efforts to interpret his results.

Even in warmer environments, fading ice has been a blow to astrobiologists. Pascal Lee, a planetary scientist at the SETI Institute, laments the loss of analog sites in volcanic caves in Hawaii. As on Earth, flowing lava on Mars carved out empty underground caverns. Steam from volcanic eruptions could eventually have settled there and accumulated into ice as conditions grew colder. Some scientists think that Martian life may have migrated to these caves after the red planet's oceans evaporated into space. Lee describes Earthly look-alikes of these spots as the "holy grail" in the search for life on Mars. Lee said that a few remain in Iceland, but in Hawaii, the air that flows into the analog caves from the surface is now so warm that nearly all of them are ice-free.

Read: The search for alien life begins in Earth's oldest desert

Lee has faced different challenges at his field sites in the Arctic. About 15 years ago, he and his team drove across the sea ice of the Northwest Passage in winter, sampling the snow as they went to study how human-designed missions might contaminate promising sites in space. Their truck almost went through the ice then, and the landscape is now so slushy that Lee says he wouldn't try to repeat the expedition, even in the heart of winter. "Climate change has essentially rendered this kind of study really dangerous," he told me. In Canada's British Columbia, longer and more intense fire seasons have created problems for Darlene Lim, a research scientist at NASA. Even a distant wildfire can affect air quality enough to prevent Lim from bringing her teams to Pavilion Lake, home to a microbial community thought to resemble some of Earth's earliest life-forms. "Every time I have the privilege of going into one of these environments, I have to do a bang-up job," Lim told me. "I have to make sure that I optimize my trip to get all the data I could possibly get," because she doesn't know if smoke or other hazards could someday keep her from coming back.

Analog sites don't only inform mission designs and the interpretation of data from space. They also expand scientists' imagination for what kinds of extraterrestrial life are possible. In 2017, researchers dropped a camera-carrying robot into a hole in a floating glacier in the Arctic and discovered a community of corals, worms, anemones, and other creatures, a metropolis hidden beneath the frozen landscape. Microbial ecologists hadn't seen anything quite like it before.

A few years later, nearly half of the ice sheet collapsed into the ocean, dragging the habitat away with it. How many more hidden worlds might be lost to our metamorphosing climate before we get the chance to understand them? The faster that extreme ecosystems disappear from our planet, the more limited astronomers' concept of life may be, raising the risk that we overlook a faraway spark somewhere else. No amount of sophisticated scientific instruments can make up for that.
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The MAGA Plan to End Free Weather Reports

Project 2025 would all but dissolve the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

by Zoe Schlanger




In the United States, as in most other countries, weather forecasts are a freely accessible government amenity. The National Weather Service issues alerts and predictions, warning of hurricanes and excessive heat and rainfall, all at the total cost to American taxpayers of roughly $4 per person per year. Anyone with a TV, smartphone, radio, or newspaper can know what tomorrow's weather will look like, whether a hurricane is heading toward their town, or if a drought has been forecast for the next season. Even if they get that news from a privately owned app or TV station, much of the underlying weather data are courtesy of meteorologists working for the federal government.

Charging for popular services that were previously free isn't generally a winning political strategy. But hard-right policy makers appear poised to try to do just that should Republicans gain power in the next term. Project 2025--a nearly 900-page book of policy proposals published by the conservative think tank the Heritage Foundation--states that an incoming administration should all but dissolve the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, under which the National Weather Service operates. Donald Trump has attempted to distance himself from Project 2025, but given that it was largely written by veterans of his first administration, the document is widely seen as a blueprint for a second Trump term.

NOAA "should be dismantled and many of its functions eliminated, sent to other agencies, privatized, or placed under the control of states and territories," Project 2025 reads. The proposals roughly amount to two main avenues of attack. First, it suggests that the NWS should eliminate its public-facing forecasts, focus on data gathering, and otherwise "fully commercialize its forecasting operations," which the authors of the plan imply will improve, not limit, forecasts for all Americans. Then, NOAA's scientific-research arm, which studies things such as Arctic-ice dynamics and how greenhouse gases behave (and which the document calls "the source of much of NOAA's climate alarmism"), should be aggressively shrunk. "The preponderance of its climate-change research should be disbanded," the document says. It further notes that scientific agencies such as NOAA are "vulnerable to obstructionism of an Administration's aims," so appointees should be screened to ensure that their views are "wholly in sync" with the president's.

The U.S. is, without question, experiencing a summer of brutal weather. In just the past week, a record-breaking hurricane brought major flooding and power outages to Texas amid an extreme-heat advisory. More than a dozen tornadoes ripped through multiple states. Catastrophic flash flooding barreled through wildfire burn scars in New Mexico. Large parts of the West roasted in life-threatening temperatures. Facing any of this without the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration would be mayhem. And future years are likely to be worse.

Read: Hurricane Beryl is a terrifying omen

The NWS serves as a crucial point of contact in a weather crisis, alerting the public when forecasts turn dangerous and advising emergency managers on the best plan of action. So far in 2024, the NWS has issued some 13,000 severe-thunderstorm warnings, 2,000 tornado warnings, and 1,800 flash-flood warnings, plus almost 3,000 river-flood warnings, according to JoAnn Becker, a meteorologist and the president of the union that represents NWS employees.

NOAA is also home to the National Hurricane Center, which tracks storms, and the Office of Marine and Aviation Operations, whose pilots fly "hurricane hunter" planes directly into cyclones to measure their wind speed and hone the agency's predictions. NOAA even predicts space weather. Just this past May, it forecast a severe geomagnetic storm with the potential to threaten power grids and satellites. (The most consequential outages never came to pass, but the solar storm did throw off farmers' GPS-guided tractors for a while.)

Privatizing the weather is not a new conservative aim. Nearly two decades ago, when the National Weather Service updated its website to be more user-friendly, Barry Myers, then executive vice president of AccuWeather, complained to the press that "we work very hard every day competing with other companies, and we also have to compete with the government." In 2005, after meeting with a representative from AccuWeather, then-Senator Rick Santorum introduced a bill calling for the NWS to cease competition with the private sector, and reserve its forecasts for commercial providers. The bill never made it out of committee. But in 2017, Trump picked Myers to lead NOAA. (Myers withdrew his nomination after waiting two years for Senate confirmation.)

Funding for many of NOAA's programs could plummet in 2025, and the agency already suffers from occasional telecommunications breakdowns, including a recent alert-system outage amid flooding in the Midwest. It is also subject to political pressures: In 2019, the agency backed then-President Trump's false claim (accompanied by a seemingly Sharpie-altered map) that Hurricane Dorian was headed for Alabama. Private companies might be better funded and, theoretically, less subject to political whims. They can also use supercomputing power to hone NOAA's data into hyperlocal predictions, perhaps for an area as small as a football stadium. Some, including AccuWeather, use their own proprietary algorithms to interpret NWS data and produce forecasts that they claim have superior accuracy. (Remember, though: Without NWS data, none of this would happen.)

Read: NOAA politicized the weather report

But this is not the vision that Project 2025 lays out. It proposes a dramatically defunded NOAA whose husk is nonetheless hyper-responsive to the administration's politics. And commercializing the agency's underlying data risks creating a system of tiered services. One could imagine a future where private outfits charge subscriptions for their weather reports, and only some municipalities are able to pay for the best forecasts. Private companies are also subject to commercial conflicts of interest; do we want flood-risk predictions sponsored by a flood-insurance company, or heat advisories from an air-conditioning conglomerate?

The NWS also has perks that a private system would be hard-pressed to replicate, including a partnership with the World Meteorological Organization, which allows the U.S. access to a suite of other countries' weather models. International collaboration proved crucial in 2012, when Hurricane Sandy was still churning in the Atlantic Ocean. Initially, the American model predicted, incorrectly, that the storm would turn away from the East Coast. But the European model accurately forecast a collision course, which bought emergency managers in the U.S. crucial time to prepare before Sandy made ferocious landfall in New Jersey.

Violent storms like Sandy make clear that America's national security is only as strong as our ability to accurately predict the weather, especially as natural disasters and extreme weather rise in our warming climate. In fact, NOAA's existence is one of the reasons we know that the climate really is warming. The agency is home to one of the most significant repositories of climate data on Earth, which includes information on shifting atmospheric conditions and the health of coastal fisheries, plus hundreds of thousands of years' worth of ice-core and tree-ring data. Scientists around the globe use all of this information. Its collection is proof of human-induced global warming. It's fitting, then, that the agency would be a target of hard-right activists and the Heritage Foundation, which has received fossil-fuel funding.

Democrats have seized on Project 2025 as an anti-Trump talking point. The Democratic National Convention is running ads urging voters to simply "Google it," presumably in the hopes that voters will be alarmed by proposals to eliminate the Department of Education and limit access to emergency contraceptives. But Project 2025's robust sections on how the next administration could whittle away climate-change research have also caught the attention of lawmakers. "Every non-billionaire American should dread this plan," Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, who has been raising alarms about NOAA's fate since Trump first took office, told me in an email.

Read: The open plot to dismantle the federal government

The politicization of the weather exasperates JoAnn Becker. Most of her colleagues in meteorology, she said, are living their childhood dreams, which have nothing to do with politics. In 1976, when Becker was a little girl, Typhoon Pamela left much of her native Guam without power for months, and reshaped her life. She wanted to be part of a team that gave people a chance to prepare for something like that. "We're not pushing an agenda. We're looking objectively at the changes in our climate overall," Becker said.

The solution to weather-related polarization, though, is not to eliminate the means by which the United States understands the climate. An ever-growing number of American lives now depend on the country's ability to respond quickly to weather emergencies. Eliminating or privatizing climate information won't eliminate the effects of climate change. It will only make them more deadly.
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A Whale-Skeleton Discovery Has Stumped Marine Biologists

Why are there more whale remains off the coast of Los Angeles than in the rest of the world combined?

by Douglas Main




This article was originally published by Hakai Magazine.

A pair of scientific surveys recently turned up a few surprises on the seafloor off the coast of Los Angeles. First, there were the thousands of naval weapons. And then, researchers found the remains of whales--seven confirmed and likely more than 60 total skeletons in the dark depths, a phenomenon known as "whale fall."

Eric Terrill and Sophia Merrifield, oceanographers from Scripps Institution of Oceanography at UCSD who led the surveys in 2021 and 2023, had set out to assess waste scattered across 135 square miles of seafloor encompassing the San Pedro Basin. The area--twice the size of Washington, D.C., and centered about 15 miles offshore--had been used as an industrial dumping ground in the early to mid-1900s. A large number of the objects the survey found turned out to be barrels containing the banned pesticide DDT and its toxic byproducts.

Before this effort, scientists had found only about 50 whale falls in all the world's oceans since 1977, when a deep-sea naval vessel spotted the first specimen off Santa Catalina Island, near Los Angeles. When these large marine mammals die and sink, they form biological oases on the resource-poor seafloor. Whale falls provide nourishment and even habitat for a wide range of creatures--from scavenging hagfish and sleeper sharks to microbes, mussels, clams, worms, nematodes, crabs, and members of the jellyfish family.

Greg Rouse, a marine biologist at Scripps Institution of Oceanography who helped with the surveys, says that the remains belong to gray, blue, humpback, fin, sperm, and minke whales. The number of skeletons is "higher than I would have expected, based on our regional calculations," by a factor of three to five, says Craig Smith, a professor emeritus of oceanography at the University of Hawaii at Manoa who led the first-ever expedition to study a whale fall in the late 1980s, but who wasn't directly involved in the new survey. Smith has published estimates of how many whale carcasses would likely be found in various locations, including off North America's west coast. Those estimates are based in part on the assumption that whale falls last an average of 12 years before disintegrating or being covered by sediment. But even if they stick around for up to 70 years, Smith says, "you still don't get up to the densities we're seeing in the San Pedro Basin."

Read: The unending hunt for an invisible whale

One potential explanation is simply that "this is the highest-resolution survey in an area of this size ever done," says Smith. Understanding the typical number of whale falls across oceans would require conducting similar high-resolution surveys elsewhere. A lack of oxygen in the water also likely contributed to the number of intact skeletons. The basin's deep trough plunges down 2,600 feet and is surrounded by sills that discourage mixing with more oxygenated waters. That leaves oxygen-poor zones where the microbial and biological processes that break down whale bones proceed very slowly, Smith says. For example, when Terrill and others used underwater autonomous vehicles to collect photos, videos, and other data from seven of the carcasses in 2023, they found no bone-eating worms--red creatures with feather-like gills that are among the most common denizens of whale falls--coating the skeletons. Another factor in the number of visible whale falls may be that no rivers flow into the ocean nearby, so there's less sediment input to cover up sunken objects.

Researchers think it's unlikely that the toxic waste and weapons dumped here played a part in killing the whales, but the area is heavily trafficked by ships, and it's possible that more whales die here by ship strike than in other places. The United States' two busiest ports--in Los Angeles and Long Beach, California--are just northeast of the study site, with shipping lanes extending throughout the region. Meanwhile, thousands of gray whales migrate through each year, and blue whales feed here regularly, says John Calambokidis, a marine biologist at Cascadia Research Collective, a nonprofit based in Washington State.

Scripps Institution of Oceanography researchers plan to eventually return with a remotely operated vehicle to collect more photos and videos of the whale falls, which will help them confirm which species are among the dead and potentially reveal signs of ship-strike trauma. Smith and Rouse would also like to retrieve bone samples from the skeletons to determine how the whales died and learn more about their lives.

The abundant whale falls provide a concentrated opportunity to learn more about the food webs that these biological bounties support and the lives of the creatures that depend on them. They may also reveal more about the role decomposing whales play in the ocean's carbon and nutrient cycle. If they last for many decades in other places beyond this basin, "the big oceanographic picture would be different," says Rouse, because it would mean that these behemoths are transporting and sequestering more carbon on the seafloor than previously thought.
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A Major Climate Threat Could Be Disastrous for Birds

The animals are highly sensitive to particle pollution. How far will they go to avoid wildfires?

by Kylie Mohr




This article was originally published by High Country News.


Last summer, Carrie Brown-Kornarens spent 10 minutes every week observing birds in her Los Angeles backyard and at nearby Griffith Park. Brown-Kornarens, a ceramicist with a background in graphic design and animation, looked and listened closely for birds amid the coastal sagebrush, scrub, oak, and walnut trees. She was already collecting data for a local raptor study, and she liked the idea of learning even more about birds and their behavior.

Just 10 minutes a week: That's all it takes for volunteers to help scientists such as Olivia Sanderfoot, a postdoctoral scholar at UCLA, understand how birds respond to wildfire smoke. Brown-Kornarens is one of more than 300 volunteers who participated in Project Phoenix, a joint initiative of UCLA and the Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County, led by Sanderfoot. Following a successful pilot season in California last year, the effort is expanding into Oregon and Washington this summer, with data collection to run from July 1 to November 30.

Birds are more sensitive to toxic gases and particle pollution than humans are. They're sometimes enlisted as early indicators of poor air quality--that's where the expression "a canary in a coal mine" comes from. But little is known about the specific effects of wildfire smoke and its fine particulates on bird health and behavior. A 2021 U.S. Geological Survey study of radio-collared tule geese suggested that smoke pushed at least four birds hundreds of miles out of their way: On average, the quartet's members flew an additional 470 miles to go around the smoke, more than doubling their previous year's migration time. The lead author, Cory Overton, said that a handful of waterfowl also detoured last year around the smoke plumes from Canada's wildfires. Longer migrations require more energy, which could hinder reproduction or even lead to death.

Read: You have every reason to avoid breathing wildfire smoke

As wildfires grow in frequency and severity due to climate change and forest mismanagement, birds and other species are being forced to adapt. "Smoke impacts millions of animals, and yet we know so little about what their natural defenses are against that," says Jamie Cornelius, a biologist at Oregon State University who has collaborated with the Project Phoenix team. Air pollution from wildfires is eroding the improvements in air quality seen since the passage of the 1970 Clean Air Act. Although summer smoke doesn't typically coincide with most breeding seasons or spring migrations, that could change as fire seasons lengthen. "There's an urgency here to figure out more about what's going on and how we can help birds in this tumultuous time," Sanderfoot says.

Sanderfoot is studying behavioral changes in 20 species of backyard birds, including crows, song sparrows, and two common hummingbirds. No one really knows what to expect: Birds might hunker down, limiting their activity in order to minimize smoke exposure, or they might become more active, increasing their preening and feeding. They may show signs of stress, such as loss of appetite, or changes in vocalization, as in singing more or less; they may even exhibit aggressive behavior. Or they might leave the area entirely in search of cleaner air. Smoke might also attract other species such as the black-backed woodpecker, which feeds on the insects that are drawn to smoke.

Project Phoenix volunteers are asked to record all the birds they see or hear during a 10-minute survey each week at the same location. Knowing which birds are around when, and in what numbers, will indicate where they are and aren't when it's smoky. As the project progresses, researchers will use that basic information to learn more about different species' behavioral responses. Last year, Project Phoenix volunteers captured 170 hours worth of data at more than 320 different sites throughout California.

Volunteers can sign up at any point during the study window. The project has compiled resources to help novices identify birds; no previous bird-watching experience is required. "It was kind of too easy," Brown-Kornarens says. "I thought, Am I missing something?"

Recruiting volunteers is about more than just collecting data, says Caitlin O'Neil, the communications lead for the project and an undergraduate student at UCLA: "We also wanted to introduce birding and the benefits of it to people who maybe had never heard of it or never really thought about getting involved with it before." Sanderfoot hopes to inspire a birder or two along the way. Bird-watching, she says, "has changed my life in a very powerful, positive way"--it's become a meditative practice that has improved her mental health. "I just want to share that with other people," she says.

Read: Why birds do what they do

In Oregon, Cornelius is trying a different approach to learn more about what birds do when it's smoky outside. Each summer, she travels to the region's smokiest areas to tag and monitor common forest songbirds. Her team assesses the birds' fat and muscle tone and takes blood samples in order to measure stress hormones and immune responses. She also attaches small radio transmitters to finches in order to track the birds and document their heart rate, likely a good indicator for activity levels. As these data accumulate, her lab will use them to understand the physiological and behavioral effects of smoke on birds.

The summer of 2023 wasn't particularly smoky in California, so last year's data will serve as a baseline for smokier summers. Even so, Brown-Kornarens left her survey sites with a deeper understanding of the world around her. She learned the favorite cache spots of acorn woodpeckers and even found a great horned owl's nest. "It's learning more intimate things you wouldn't normally pay attention to," Brown-Kornarens says. She plans to volunteer with Project Phoenix again this summer, adding more observations to a growing data set.
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Houston Is on a Path to an All-Out Power Crisis

The city's widespread outage is a preview of how bad things could get this hurricane season.

by Andrea Valdez


Cars navigate in the dark as many streetlights are still without power on July 11, 2024, in Houston, Texas. (Danielle Villasana / Getty)



For the 2.2 million people in Houston who lost power Monday after Hurricane Beryl swept through the city, the first question they had was When will the electricity be back on? The city's utility, CenterPoint Energy, didn't yet have an online outage map to monitor. There was, however, a work-around. "The Whataburger app works as a power outage tracker," tweeted a user who goes by the name BBQ Bryan, alongside a screenshot of the beloved local fast-food chain's location map on its app. It did--helpfully, absurdly--track roughly to the city's actual outages. Bonus points that it let folks know where to grab a Whatameal.

It was a frustrating and dissatisfying solution to what feels like a frustrating and dissatisfying situation Houstonians find themselves in--again. Houston bills itself as the energy capital of the world, as it is home to thousands of energy-related companies. Yet, in Texas-size irony, this is the third time this year that large stretches of the city have gone without power for multiple days.

The most troubling part is that Beryl wasn't even that severe. It was a strong Category 1 hurricane, but it wasn't as powerful a storm as Hurricane Ike, which, when it hit the city in 2008, was flirting with Category 3 status. (Ike left parts of the city without power for weeks.) And Beryl moved through quickly, unlike Hurricane Harvey, which parked itself over Houston for four days in 2017 and dropped several feet of rain. By Gulf hurricane standards, Beryl was pretty modest--and still, much of Houston is paralyzed. As of this afternoon, five days after the storm, 854,000 customers still have no power. CenterPoint did eventually release an outage map, and it's a wild visual artifact. Much of the city and surrounding Harris County is highlighted blue, meaning those areas have been assessed and are waiting to be eventually "energized." All this as summer temperatures push into the 90s, with "feels like" temps nearing or at triple digits.

Moderate storms like Beryl are concerning because they reveal just how fragile Houston's power infrastructure has become. A fierce derecho hit the city on May 16, cutting off power for nearly 1 million customers. The devastation to the grid was most evident in alarming, widely shared photos of transmission lines toppled and bent like toy pipe cleaners. It took CenterPoint about a week to restore power to most of those affected customers. Then, two weeks later, on May 28, a severe thunderstorm hit the city with hurricane-force winds, knocking power out for 325,000. CenterPoint restored service in roughly two days. Beryl restoration efforts will take at least a week for some. By mid-afternoon today, the utility had returned power to roughly 1.4 million customers, and CenterPoint has said it's aiming to "restore 80 percent of impacted customers by the end of day Sunday."

These outages obviously mean no power for homes, a huge inconvenience at best and a deadly scenario at worst, but also businesses all over the city have lost millions of dollars and untold hours of productivity. Tons of food have been wasted, both from personal fridges and by local restaurants on slim margins that can probably bounce back from one outage, but maybe not three. Doctor's appointments have been canceled, and medical treatments have been delayed. Traffic lights hang dead in the air, compounding car congestion in the country's fourth-largest city. Each time the power goes out, lives get put on indefinite hold as people wait for their world to turn back on.

All of this and it's just July. We've only hit B in hurricane naming conventions. We're still weeks away from the most active hurricane months of August and September in what's predicted to be an "above-normal season."

Read: Hurricane Beryl is a terrifying omen

Houstonians are, sadly, old hands at this. Lots of people have invested in generators--which have basically become an essential household appliance--to power things like fridges and fans and portable AC units. But there have even been issues in getting gas to fill those generators. Gas stations with no power mean inactive pumps. And with limited power in the city, cars are lined up 10, 20, 30 deep at the stations that are functioning. One writer at the Houston Chronicle waited three and a half hours to fill her tank. I saw some of this pandemonium firsthand on Tuesday, when I drove into the city from Austin to accompany my mom to a doctor appointment (that ended up being--surprise--canceled). On my way in, I stopped at a Buc-ee's in Waller, Texas, about 25 miles outside Houston's city limits. Buc-ee's, another beloved Texas institution, this one a chain of gas stations known for shockingly enormous convenience stores and blessedly clean restrooms, is usually busy. But I had never seen anything like this. Nearly every one of its dozens of gas pumps was servicing a car as people circled the gigantic lot looking for open spots. Its multi-thousand-square-foot store was teeming with customers. People had driven for miles, just for gas and convenience and maybe a short reprieve in an air-conditioned building.

Five days into this mess, we've entered the part of the weather-disaster cycle where politicians, bureaucrats, and company executives are Spider-Man-memeing one another. A finger-pointing game has been playing out in the media between Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick (who is acting governor while Greg Abbott is traveling) and County Judge Lina Hidalgo over who reacted to what when. Meanwhile, most of the fire-and-brimstone rhetoric has been directed at CenterPoint. "Why did so many CenterPoint power lines and poles snap so easily? Why wasn't the grid built stronger, and why wasn't vegetation cut away?" the Chronicle columnist Chris Tomlinson recently lamented. Somebody tagged an I-10 underpass with the word CenterPointless, the s's painted as dollar signs.

CenterPoint has defended its response to the storm by noting that "trees across the Greater Houston area also contributed heavily to the outages as they were vulnerable due to significant freezes, drought and heavy rain over the past three years." It's true that there have been multiple storms, including the devastating winter storm Uri in 2021, which greatly damaged trees and brush across the entire state. But, as many Houstonians have been shouting, CenterPoint and city officials have had years to deal with issues such as precarious trees and to bolster Houston's infrastructure for an endless future of hurricanes. As cities across the world adapt to the climate crisis, Houston is looking like a worst-case scenario of what happens when infrastructure doesn't evolve to meet the moment. Worse storms will come. Will the city be prepared?

I was born and bred in Houston. My parents and most of my extended family still live there, and I visit often. It's a place I love dearly, and I've told people for years that Houston is America's greatest city with the sort of arrogance that only a Texan can unabashedly muster. The case has been easy to make. Houston has cutting-edge medical centers, world-class museums, and a thriving culinary scene. It's the most diverse city in the country, with an estimated 145 languages spoken there. It's the birthplace of Beyonce. But my confidence in this assertion is shaken. I've seen tweets from even the most committed Houstonians deliberating whether it's time to move. Houston is an inventive, ingenious place. I want to have faith that the energy capital of the world can find a solution to keeping itself energized. Either way, hurricane season is just getting started.
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The Awkward Truth About Extinction

The disappearance of species is destructive, but it's also one of the most natural, creative forces on Earth.

by Leigh Phillips




Last year, hiking in Morocco's eastern Atlas Mountains, I found an ammonite, a fossil of those spiral-shape cephalopods that to many symbolize paleontology itself. The fossilization process had turned the animal into pyrite--fool's gold. It's about the size of a small button, and although its luster isn't great, the specimen is still special to me. It comes from my absolute favorite mass-extinction event--yes, I have a favorite mass-extinction event--and holding it is like holding that extinction in my hand and touching the black process intrinsic to evolution.

Pyritization of fossils occurs under unique geochemical circumstances, in this case widespread oxygen deficiency in Earth's oceans, which was one of the key drivers of the Late Devonian mass-extinction event--one of the "Big Five" mass extinctions, the worst there ever were. Extinction studies is a relatively young field, still filled with great debates over the contours of causation; mountain-building and massive volcanism may have played some role in the pulses of Late Devonian mass extinctions, but plants--in particular the world's first trees--appear to essentially have played the lead. The evolution of vascular systems--proper stems, branches, and roots--allowed them to conquer land, in the process breaking up rock, creating and stabilizing the first soils. The nutrients from these rocks and soils washed into the oceans, forming algal blooms that created vast dead zones and sucked up carbon dioxide from the atmosphere, which may have produced a global cooling. Overall, some 70 to 80 percent of animal species died off.

I call the Late Devonian my favorite mass extinction primarily because it shows that humans are far from the only organism to remake the Earth. Before the Late Devonian mass extinction, life on land was still very limited. The green terrestrial world we know today, of trees and bushes and flowering plants and all that depends upon and supports them, would not have developed had it not been for this mass-extinction event.

Likewise, the Carnian pluvial episode, a smaller mass-extinction event that I'm also fond of and that occurred some 230 million years ago, was so pivotal that the scientists who study this episode describe it as "the dawn of the modern world." For millions of years, an extremely dry climate had extended across the supercontinent of Pangaea, until an episode of massive volcanism made the planet hotter and much more humid. It rained for about a million years, perhaps in waves that matched the four eruptive peaks of the volcanism. This global wetting led to another profound disappearance of many species, particularly of herbivorous reptiles that had adapted to arid conditions. But on this newly wet planet, a dazzling diversification of more modern coral reefs, conifer trees, dinosaurs, crocodiles, insects, and mammals began. "The origin of modern systems was triggered by the crisis," Michael Benton, a prominent researcher of this extinction and a professor at the University of Bristol, in England, told me.

Extinction is often cast as a destructive force, but in this light, it is also generative. Even in the face of extinction, existing body plans--think of higher taxonomic categories such as phylum, class, or order--rarely disappear entirely. Meanwhile, the environmental changes that drive extinction events also drive the emergence of new body plans, notes the paleontologist Norman MacLeod, a professor at Nanjing University, in China. Extinction also removes the advantages of ecological incumbents--who themselves took advantage of a previous episode of rapid diversification, in many cases after an extinction event--and opens up opportunities for other groups. As a result, extinction has increased the overall range of diversity in the biosphere over time, a phenomenon known as evolutionary stacking.




"All these factors underscore the creative role extinction has played in promoting biodiversity," MacLeod told me. "If there had been no extinction over the course of Earth history, our planet would be home to a far less diverse array of species than it is."

Other than the emergence of new species, extinction is likely the most common evolutionary process on Earth. It is as necessary a part of evolution as death is of life, making space for new species--even whole new ecosystems--to emerge. And this kind of creative destruction is happening constantly: More dramatic events such as the Late Devonian fade into thousands or millions of more everyday extinction events that have made the world as we know it today.



Extinction's beneficent side puts us in an awkward, even discomforting position. The world, after all, is on the upslope of another significant extinction event. Climate change, habitat loss, pollution, and a slew of other environmental problems are radically transforming ecosystems and resulting in a loss of biodiversity unprecedented in the history of our species, according to the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)--the global body of researchers aiming to do for our current crisis of extinction what the IPCC does for climate change. In Earth's history of extinctions, this one is distinct from all those previous in that it's clearly caused by us. In the pursuit of our own interests, humans are profoundly reordering every environment on the planet, and extinguishing multitudinous lineages of organisms--the assemblage of species we live alongside.

Where does this leave us? Extinction is a tragedy for the species affected, but if we are just the latest in a series of evolutionary pressures, should we then be indifferent?

The answer is the intuitive one: We absolutely need to be worried about what humans are doing to the planet. But we should be worried about the transformations we're causing and all the destruction of ecosystem services that they entail not because extinction is inherently bad, but--first and foremost--because these transformations might well destroy us.

Traditional environmental thinking tends to rely on the ideal of preservation to condemn human-driven extinction: Our actions are upsetting a supposed balance of nature that would persist if not for us, so our responsibility is to uphold that balance, guarding or re-creating a version of nature that does not so obviously reveal our influence. "The ravages committed by man subvert the relations and destroy the balance which nature had established between her organized and her inorganic creations," the diplomat George Perkins Marsh, perhaps America's first environmentalist, wrote in his 1864 text, Man and Nature--foundational to the conservation movement. More than a century and a half later, this same conceit governs environmental thought. You can see it, for instance, in the way environmental groups and thinkers describe the initiative to reintroduce wolves to Yellowstone National Park: After human actions "ruined" the ecosystem, the wolves were able to "restore balance" by reducing the number of elk in the park. (Never mind that for at least eight years after the wolves returned, humans still killed more elk in the park than they did.)

Read: The most political animal

This continuously recurring notion of some harmonious stability ignores the reality of nature's constant dynamic flux. In trying to preserve an imagined natural balance, many conservationists assume that the current way the world is organized, with its current assemblage of species, is the way that it must always be. Evolution itself disproves that assumption: It has no purpose or direction, and does not end once a given condition is achieved. And any attempt to restore that imagined world in balance has involved making judgments, implicit or explicit, about which species are most worth saving. Beyond the self-interest of maintaining ecosystem services that benefit us, humans can and do have good reasons for trying to save polar bears, pandas, whales, tigers, sea turtles, rhinoceroses, orangutans, penguins, and other charismatic species from disappearing, but those decisions rely on human moral preferences. We have also deliberately eradicated the virus that causes smallpox, and if you accept that as a triumph or protest that those are just microbes, then you accept that not all species have an equal right to existence: that whales and orangutans--and people--are more important than bacteria and viruses.

Acknowledging that no perfect version of Earth exists--that extinction is as normal as any other evolutionary process, that the evolutionary-selection pressures humans are putting on the planet are as natural as the ones plants created in the Late Devonian--frees us to cop to those value judgments. A large extinction event today would just be another episode of Benton's ecosystem revolutions for life on Earth, but it'd be lousy for humans. By warming the Earth, we would have a hard time eliminating all life--even in the worst-case models, the planet is still cooler than in many past eras--but, as the late paleontologist Stephen Jay Gould put it, "we can surely eliminate our fragile selves."

The Canadian climate scientist Katharine Hayhoe has made a similar argument: "There is no one perfect temperature for the Earth, but there is for us humans"--the stable, moderate conditions of the Holocene epoch. Similarly, there is no perfect sea level for the Earth, but there is one for us: If it rises too high, many of our biggest cities and much of our arable land will flood. As IPBES scientists warn us, the current biodiversity crisis has already reduced the rest of nature's capacity to provide beneficial environmental processes such as protecting coasts, building fertile soils, pollinating crops, and filtering air and water. Global warming exceeding 1.5 to 2 degrees Celsius will likely make coral reefs extinct--affecting the more than 1 billion people who depend on them as fisheries as well as for protection from storms and erosion. Stockholm University earth scientists have tried to identify other planetary boundaries--of ocean acidity, flows of nitrogen and phosphorus, and levels of stratospheric ozone--that define a safe operating range for humans. What exactly those boundaries are is a matter of some contention, but the notion that there are some optimum conditions for human life on Earth is not.



In many ways, fidelity to the idea that humans upset nature's balance holds us back from addressing the perils of extinction. The conservation biologist Mark Vellend worries, for instance, that counts of biological diversity disregard new species in novel, human-influenced ecosystems--where extant species occur in new combinations or abundances. He gives the example of New Zealand. Since humans arrived, some three-quarters of that country's forest has been converted for their use, a sizable chunk of all endemic birds have gone extinct, and non-native species have multiplied. But in that same period, he says, the number of plant species has doubled, the number of bird species overall has stayed roughly the same, and dozens of land mammals have moved in where none had lived. So is New Zealand an example of a biodiversity crisis, or a biodiversity success?
 
 Vellend and others stress that this doesn't mean global biodiversity is doing fine. Rather, it indicates that the erroneous belief that evolution follows a particular direction may be skewing our assessment. And if we do want to maintain, more or less, the current global assemblage of species--the assemblage to which we humans are adapted--then scientists need to be able to measure it accurately.

Read: Earth is not in the midst of a sixth mass extinction

This skepticism of human influence is also getting in the way of mitigating the problems we have caused, perhaps nowhere more clearly than in agriculture. The notion that humanity is upsetting a natural balance is foundational to the widespread environmental opposition to genetically modified organisms, for example. Environmental groups regularly compare creating GMOs to playing God, casting them as yet another instance of our hubris running up against what nature intended, and bound to result in a disaster of unintended ecological consequences. Much the same naturalistic fallacy underpins support for organic agriculture: a belief that swapping in "natural" pesticides and fertilizers for their synthetic counterparts will lead to better outcomes for the Earth.

Yet the equation is not that simple. Both synthetic and natural fertilizers have the potential to run off fields and enter waterways, causing vast low-oxygen dead zones like that in the Gulf of Mexico. Left on fields, both types of fertilizer emit nitrous oxide, a greenhouse gas with some 300 times the climate impact of carbon dioxide. By contrast, GMO crops are one of our great hopes in sharply reducing agricultural greenhouse-gas emissions, for at least two major reasons. First, modifying cereal crops to produce nitrogenase--an enzyme that would allow them to convert atmospheric nitrogen into a usable form--would dramatically lessen the need for natural-gas-intensive fertilizer production and the resulting methane emissions. Nitrogen-fixing cereals would also avoid the problem of nitrous oxide wafting up from fertilized fields. (Another approach would genetically modify bacteria so that they can perform this nitrogen fixation in the roots of cereals.) And second, GMO crops that help farmers produce the same amount of food on less land can slow or stop the transformation of some of the world's most valuable habitat into farmland--a major cause of both climate change and biodiversity loss.

In Italy, for instance, farmers have been trialing Arborio rice that was altered using the CRISPR gene-editing technique to be resistant to rice-blast fungus, which is expected to spread more widely with global warming; if successful, this gene-edited crop will sharply reduce the need for fungicides. In June, environmental activists destroyed fields of these crops, as they have vandalized other plots of GM crops over the years, condemning them as unnatural.

Read: Can this company convince you to love GMOs?

Plenty of innovations that serve human needs have been destructive for the environments we inhabit. But rejecting these human creations such as GMOs on the grounds that they are unnatural is, if anything, counterproductive to the goal of preserving a planet that supports human life, and the rest of the life on Earth that humans care about. Adding a dose of humanism to environmentalism does not mean abandoning concern for climate change, biodiversity loss, or any of the other severe ecological challenges we face. We are pumping out greenhouse gases at rates that are orders of magnitude greater than the mass volcanism that played such a key role in many past extinctions, and so will likely be radically reorganizing the assemblage of species and set of conditions to which we are adapted. We still know so very little about how those transformations will affect us. Until we know more, in MacLeod's mind, "the best thing we can do is take as much land as possible out of development and set it aside," he told me. If anything, this way of thinking strengthens the justification for national parks and other modes of wilderness preservation, even rewilding. Human flourishing requires these precautions.

Picking up that Late Devonian rock in Morocco, holding that pyritized ammonite in my hand, made concrete this grand evolutionary dialectic that stretches from deep time to today. Without the evolution of vascular plants, and the mass extinction that followed, we would not exist. If we were to go extinct, some other assemblage of life forms would certainly follow. The ecosystem revolution we are setting in motion is not an on/off switch for life, but a gateway to a parallel world, a sliding door that we do not want to pass through. To say that the planet needs saving may be a fallacy, but we do need to save the version of it that makes us possible.
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        The Atlantic hires Boris Kachka as Senior Editor for Books; Gal Beckerman Moves to Staff Writer
        The Atlantic

        The Atlantic is sharing news about the hire of Boris Kachka, most recently at the Los Angeles Times, as a senior editor for Books, and the move of senior editor Gal Beckerman to a staff-writer position. More details on the new roles for the two are below, as announced by deputy editor Jane Yong Kim.

From Jane Yong Kim:

"Boris is an elegant, experienced editor with deep knowledge of the literary landscape, a reporter's instinct, and a curiosity for the big ideas that are preoccupying readers. Bo...

      

      
        
          	
            News | The Atlantic
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
            Newsletters | The ...
          
        

      

    

  
	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next



<em>The Atlantic</em> hires Boris Kachka as Senior Editor for Books; Gal Beckerman Moves to Staff Writer




Boris Kachka, Gal Beckerman (The Atlantic)



The Atlantic is sharing news about the hire of Boris Kachka, most recently at the Los Angeles Times, as a senior editor for Books, and the move of senior editor Gal Beckerman to a staff-writer position. More details on the new roles for the two are below, as announced by deputy editor Jane Yong Kim.
 
 From Jane Yong Kim:
 
 "Boris is an elegant, experienced editor with deep knowledge of the literary landscape, a reporter's instinct, and a curiosity for the big ideas that are preoccupying readers. Boris joins us at a time when our Books ambitions are growing immensely, and I can't wait to see what he does here. Boris was most recently the Books editor at the Los Angeles Times, where he assigned and edited across a wide range of topics. Before that, he was a longtime writer and editor at New York magazine; during his time there, he expanded books coverage and wrote memorable stories about literary figures, cultural institutions, and much more. He is also the author of three books, including a cultural history of the publisher FSG.
 
 "Gal is a force--a wonderful colleague who approaches everything he works on with a voracious curiosity and keen intellect. Since joining us in 2022, he has shaped our daily Books coverage in myriad ways, bringing in writers such as Cynthia Ozick and Stephen King, editing thought-provoking literary essays, and relaunching our Books Briefing newsletter. He has always found the time to write compelling stories: about the identity crisis at PEN America, the lasting allure of Frantz Fanon, the historical excavations of Jenny Erpenbeck. In his new role, which he begins this month, Gal will write on an array of subjects--including books, of course."
 
 Please reach out with any questions or requests: press@theatlantic.com.
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        The Spiritual Allegiance to Trump Is Deepening
        Lora Kelley

        This is an edition of The Atlantic Daily, a newsletter that guides you through the biggest stories of the day, helps you discover new ideas, and recommends the best in culture. Sign up for it here.The Republican National Convention is more than halfway through, and the mood is serene--even spiritual. I spoke with my colleague Mark Leibovich, who is at the convention in Milwaukee, about how the attempted assassination of Donald Trump has only reinforced confidence within his party.But first, here a...

      

      
        This Isn't a New RNC--Or a New Trump
        Charles Sykes

        This is an edition of The Atlantic Daily, a newsletter that guides you through the biggest stories of the day, helps you discover new ideas, and recommends the best in culture. Sign up for it here.For a moment on Saturday, it felt as though we might start to see a gentler, more unifying political climate. But Donald Trump is still Donald Trump, and his message is incapable of bringing America together.But first, here are three new stories from The Atlantic.
	The MAGA plan to end free weather repo...

      

      
        MAGA World's Reckless Point-Scoring
        Tom Nichols

        This is an edition of The Atlantic Daily, a newsletter that guides you through the biggest stories of the day, helps you discover new ideas, and recommends the best in culture. Sign up for it here.Some prominent Republicans tried immediately to blame Democrats for the attempt on Donald Trump's life. Such charges are cynical attempts to immunize Trump from any further criticism.But first, here are four new stories from The Atlantic:
	J. D. Vance, heir apparent
	An astonishing ruling in Trump's cla...

      

      
        A Deeply Weird, Immersive TV Show
        Stephanie Bai

        This is an edition of The Atlantic Daily, a newsletter that guides you through the biggest stories of the day, helps you discover new ideas, and recommends the best in culture. Sign up for it here.Welcome back to The Daily's Sunday culture edition, in which one Atlantic writer or editor reveals what's keeping them entertained. Today's special guest is Janice Wolly, The Atlantic's copy chief.Janice is looking to talk with somebody who also watched the 2014 show The Leftovers, "a deeply weird, imme...

      

      
        The Possibilities of Personality Change
        Isabel Fattal

        This is an edition of The Wonder Reader, a newsletter in which our editors recommend a set of stories to spark your curiosity and fill you with delight. Sign up here to get it every Saturday morning.A few years ago, my colleague Olga Khazan conducted an experiment--"sample size: 1"--to see whether she could change her personality. "I've never really liked my personality, and other people don't like it either," she wrote. "In grad school, a partner and I were assigned to write fake obituaries for ea...

      

      
        Would You Put Your Health in AI's Hands?
        Damon Beres

        This is Atlantic Intelligence, a limited-run series in which our writers help you wrap your mind around artificial intelligence and a new machine age. Sign up here.OpenAI CEO Sam Altman and the entrepreneur Arianna Huffington spoke with my colleague Charlie Warzel earlier this week about their ambitions to remake the American health-care system with generative AI. They will do this through Thrive AI Health, a joint venture they announced on Sunday that will purportedly offer a chatbot that provid...

      

      
        The "Song of the Summer" Is a Myth
        Lora Kelley

        This is an edition of The Atlantic Daily, a newsletter that guides you through the biggest stories of the day, helps you discover new ideas, and recommends the best in culture. Sign up for it here.Summer is in full swing, and everywhere I go, I hear Sabrina Carpenter's catchy, somewhat nonsensical "Espresso." But does that mean it's the song of the summer? There's also Charli XCX's new album, Brat, whose high-concept club tracks have led fans to embrace "brat summer"; meanwhile, Kendrick Lamar's ...

      

      
        An Attempt to Check the Supreme Court's Power
        Lora Kelley

        This is an edition of The Atlantic Daily, a newsletter that guides you through the biggest stories of the day, helps you discover new ideas, and recommends the best in culture. Sign up for it here.Progressive members of the House have put forth articles of impeachment against two conservative Supreme Court justices. The impeachment won't actually advance, but it may help chip away at the Court's irreproachable image.First, here are three new stories from The Atlantic:
	"I went to Death Valley to ...

      

      
        A Hundred Years of Mocking Vegetarians
        Ellen Cushing

        This is an edition of Time-Travel Thursdays, a journey through The Atlantic's archives to contextualize the present and surface delightful treasures. Sign up here.Anthony Bourdain was beloved for his openness to new experiences, for his willingness to eat anything--brains; shark; cobra heart, still beating--with anyone. But he did reserve one bias: The man hated vegetarians. "Serious cooks regard these members of the dining public--and their Hezbollah-like splinter faction, the vegans--as enemies of ...
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The Spiritual Allegiance to Trump Is Deepening

The GOP has felt pretty confident about its candidate since the debate, but the shooting added a whole new dimension.

by Lora Kelley




This is an edition of The Atlantic Daily, a newsletter that guides you through the biggest stories of the day, helps you discover new ideas, and recommends the best in culture. Sign up for it here.


The Republican National Convention is more than halfway through, and the mood is serene--even spiritual. I spoke with my colleague Mark Leibovich, who is at the convention in Milwaukee, about how the attempted assassination of Donald Trump has only reinforced confidence within his party.

But first, here are three new stories from The Atlantic.

	Eliot A. Cohen: Cancel the foreign-policy apocalypse.
 	Graeme Wood: The case for calming down
 	Make America Hungary again.




Unambiguous Faith

Lora Kelley: How has the assassination attempt shaped the mood of the RNC?

Mark Leibovich: People are definitely jarred by it. But now that a few days have passed since the shooting, there's a sense of divine intervention, like Trump has been touched by God. This seems to have stoked an almost spiritual allegiance to him.

There's an even greater sense of confidence I was hearing while interviewing a bunch of people earlier this week--senators, congressmen, delegates. There are a lot of reasons for them to feel confident based on the political realities on the ground. But the shooting added a new dimension to the collective faith that people have in Trump. This is clearly the party of Trump, and there is no sign of any resistance. Mostly, people are just here for a coronation.

On Monday, I overheard a guy saying that he went out to a drugstore and bought a bunch of gauze pads--like the one Trump was wearing on his ear Monday night--and that he was going to put some kind of logo on them and try to sell them or pass them out. By yesterday, I was seeing people wearing them--mostly plain gauze pads, but I saw a few with writing and logos on them. The merchandising wheels are in motion.

Lora: Is this a different type of RNC than the one you were anticipating before last Saturday?

Mark: The week so far has been spirited but also serene. At the RNC there's usually much more of a siege mentality. There's a big victim complex in this version of the Republican Party, this sense of We're fighting long odds and everyone's against us. But that feeling is not as strong now.

I was at Trump's first convention, in 2016 in Cleveland, and a lot of the delegates I talked with this week were there too. At that point, Trump had not quelled the resistance to him at all. Ted Cruz gave this very defiant speech, and was basically booed throughout by the Trump supporters in the crowd.

The contrast to this week is really stark. Now we're seeing an even more extreme level of falling in line than seemed possible. People were very happy to embrace J. D. Vance, too. That's an extension of the unambiguous faith people seem to have in Trump.

Lora: What are attendees' reactions to the name Joe Biden?

Mark: There's not so much anger as head-shaking, almost a sense of pity. Biden is part of the good fortune Republicans feel right now. They don't even seem to be bothering with the usual vilification. It's more of a quiet vilification, almost as if they're picking on a feeble target at this point.

I don't want to understate the contempt people here have for the other side and for Biden--and for what losing could look and feel like. Who knows how Republicans would react to a surprise on Election Night? But that does not seem like the prevailing mood, at least so far--and that also may have to do with the shooting.

Lora: What are you seeing from Trump himself?

Mark: There were reports that Trump was thinking about changing the tone of the event to something more unifying and conciliatory, not the usual combative tone. I don't know if that's going to hold.

When Trump came out last night, he looked a little bit moved. He doesn't usually look moved. It seemed to be a look of genuine--I would never say humble, but his face seemed quieter. His whole vibe seemed quieter. He seemed to still be a little bit shocked at what happened to him on Saturday. That would be a normal reaction.

Related:

	John Hendrickson: "Everything is in place now."
 	Tim Alberta: "What the heck just happened?"




Today's News

 	Representative Adam Schiff called for Joe Biden to drop out of the presidential race. He is the most prominent elected Democrat to do so thus far.
 	House Speaker Mike Johnson announced that he will create a bipartisan task force to investigate Saturday's assassination attempt on Donald Trump.
 	J. D. Vance, Trump's newly announced running mate, will speak tonight at the Republican National Convention.
 




Dispatches

	The Weekly Planet: The search for alien life starts on Earth, but the places that could most help scientists find it are melting away, Marina Koren writes.


Explore all of our newsletters here.



Evening Read


Mark Seliger / August



The Improbable Rise and Savage Fall of Siegfried & Roy

By Chris Jones and Michael J. Mooney

The last survivors of a lost empire live behind the Mirage, in Las Vegas, out back by the pool. On a good day, Siegfried & Roy's Secret Garden will draw more than 1,000 visitors, the $25 adult admission fee justified mostly by the palm shade and tranquility it offers relative to the mania outside its walls. There are also long summer stretches when it's 100 degrees and things get a little grim. During a recent visit, only a few families strolled through, surveying the five sleeping animals on display: three tigers, a lion, and a leopard. The Secret Garden ostensibly operates as an educational facility. "Look, a lion," one young father said to his son, while pointing at a tiger.


Read the full article.

More From The Atlantic

	A new development in the debate about Instagram and teens
 	Not your typical prison drama
 	A poem for Wednesday




Culture Break


Pat Thomas for The Atlantic



Watch. Simone Biles Rising, a four-part Netflix docuseries about the gymnast, explores the limits of "work ethic."

Dine. Who wants to sit at a communal table? A lot more Americans than you might think.

Play our daily crossword.



P.S.

In a land far from Milwaukee, preparations for the Olympics are under way. I am eagerly awaiting the Summer Games (my quadrennial foray into niche sports fandom) and found my colleague Alan Taylor's selection of images from the 1924 Paris Olympics lovely. Some of the uniform choices are surprising, though the spectators' hats--and the general energy of the photos--spoke to me.

-- Lora



Did someone forward you this email? Sign up here.

When you buy a book using a link in this newsletter, we receive a commission. Thank you for supporting The Atlantic.
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This Isn't a New RNC--Or a New Trump

For a moment after the shooting, a GOP tone shift seemed possible. Then the convention began.

by Charles Sykes




This is an edition of The Atlantic Daily, a newsletter that guides you through the biggest stories of the day, helps you discover new ideas, and recommends the best in culture. Sign up for it here.

For a moment on Saturday, it felt as though we might start to see a gentler, more unifying political climate. But Donald Trump is still Donald Trump, and his message is incapable of bringing America together.

But first, here are three new stories from The Atlantic.

	The MAGA plan to end free weather reports
 	The flattening machine
 	Tyler Austin Harper: What Biden's defenders ask us to believe




Moments Are Fleeting

Well, that didn't last long.

After Saturday's assassination attempt, Donald Trump signaled that he would focus on unifying the country at the Republican National Convention. He told a Washington Examiner reporter that he had scrapped a speech focused on attacking Biden's policies in favor of taking the chance to "bring the country together." "In this moment, it is more important than ever that we stand United," he wrote on Truth Social the morning after the shooting. And a person close to Trump told The Washington Post on Sunday that the RNC's planners "want speakers to dial it down, not dial it up." But that quickly proved impossible for a party that has spent years marinating in grievance.

The mood on day one of the convention was, as John Hendrickson put it in The Atlantic today, "oddly serene." But there were still signs of latent anger: When Trump walked out yesterday, after the opening prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance, the delegates began chanting "Fight! Fight! Fight!," echoing Trump's words after the attempted assassination.

Ron Johnson's apparent speech mishap was an apt metaphor for the GOP's inability to set a new tone: Instead of appealing to national unity, the senator from Wisconsin accused Democratic policies of being a "clear and present danger" to the country. Afterward, he blamed the teleprompter operator for not loading the new, more pacific speech he said he had intended to give.

As the night wore on, it became obvious that the problem wasn't just the teleprompter. Impassioned speeches against Democrats' policies are par for the course at the RNC, and such discourse is essential to our democracy. But yesterday's agenda revealed something darker and angrier than policy disagreement. One featured speaker was North Carolina Lieutenant Governor Mark Robinson, the state's Republican nominee for governor, who declared just last week that "some folks need killing." "It's time for somebody to say it," Robinson remarked in an appearance at a local church. "It's not a matter of vengeance. It's not a matter of being mean or spiteful. It's a matter of necessity."

And yet, despite the GOP's newfound outrage over incendiary rhetoric, he was still on Monday's RNC program. The rest of the schedule is filled with more aggrieved voices from MAGA world. Later this week, the former Fox News host and Vladimir Putin apologist Tucker Carlson will take the stage. He is unlikely to present a message of healing.

But all of this was overshadowed by Trump's choice of J. D. Vance as his running mate. Posting on X just two days before the announcement, the Ohio senator baselessly accused the Biden campaign of causing Trump's attempted assassination with its "rhetoric." On Monday, Vance got his reward.

Indeed, Vance would be a curious choice if Trump were genuinely interested in lowering the temperature. The Ohio senator has distinguished himself by a willingness to not only surrender his principles, but also embrace the language and conspiracism of MAGA trolls. He's lashed out at Democrats for being "childless cat ladies who are miserable at their own lives and the choices that they've made." As a Senate candidate, he blamed the fentanyl-related deaths of Republican voters on the Biden administration and stated that these deaths "look intentional."

Far from being a voice of political comity, Vance has called loudly on the right to "seize the institutions of the left." Vance has said that if Trump returns to power, he should "fire every single mid-level bureaucrat, every civil servant in the administrative state, replace them with our people. ... And then when the courts stop you, stand before the country" and say, quoting Andrew Jackson, "The chief justice has made his ruling. Now let him enforce it."

And then there is Trump himself. Even as his team seemed to ask other Republicans to tone down their rhetoric, the former president continued to attack his critics in and out of the justice system on social media. The day after he was shot at, Trump was already relitigating his many grievances on Truth Social, and once again appeared to defame E. Jean Carroll, the woman he sexually assaulted.

As we move forward in Uniting our Nation after the horrific events on Saturday, this dismissal of the Lawless Indictment in Florida should be just the first step, followed quickly by the dismissal of ALL the Witch Hunts -- The January 6th Hoax in Washington, D.C., the Manhattan D.A.'s Zombie Case, the New York A.G. Scam, Fake Claims about a woman I never met (a decades old photo in a line with her then husband does not count), and the Georgia "Perfect" Phone Call charges. The Democrat Justice Department coordinated ALL of these Political Attacks, which are an Election Interference conspiracy against Joe Biden's Political Opponent, ME.


For a moment on Saturday, it felt as though we might start to see a gentler, more unifying Republican Party. But in politics, moments are fleeting, and as we were quickly reminded, Donald Trump is still Donald Trump--a man whose core message is incapable of bringing us all together again.

Related:

	"Everything is in place now" 
 	Fighting talk from Republicans




Today's News

 	Senator Bob Menendez of New Jersey was convicted for participation in an international bribery scheme. He was found guilty on all 16 counts he was charged with.
 	U.S. authorities received intelligence in recent weeks about an Iranian plot to assassinate Trump, which led to an increase in Secret Service security prior to his rally in Pennsylvania.
 	President Biden is finalizing plans to support major changes to the Supreme Court in the coming weeks, The Washington Post reported.
 




Dispatches

	Work in Progress: "The legacy of failed presidential assassination attempts in the U.S. should temper expectations that this past weekend was a world-historical event," Derek Thompson writes.


Explore all of our newsletters here.



Evening Read


Illustration by Paul Spella / The Atlantic. Source: Getty.



The Secret Meaning of Prime Day

By Ian Bogost

This year marks the tenth Prime Day, the shopping holiday that Amazon invented for itself in 2015, in honor of the company's 20th anniversary. The marketing effort was so successful, according to Amazon, that sales exceeded those from the previous year's record-breaking Black Friday. Early Prime Day success was also measured in Instant Pot 7-in-1 multifunctional pressure cookers: 24,000 were purchased on the first Prime Day; on the second, 215,000.
 The event has only grown since then, and not just in revenues but in meaning. Black Friday celebrates (and laments) the commercialization of holiday gifts--things people want, and that people want to give. Prime Day, as a ritual observance, has a different focus: not the desirable, but the ordinary. It celebrates the stuff you buy for boring reasons, or for no particular reason at all ... Yet what was once essentially a colossal summer tag sale, created for the sole purpose of enriching one of the world's largest companies, has somehow managed to take on certain trappings of an actual holiday. I hate to admit it, but Prime Day has attained the status of tradition.


Read the full article.

More From The Atlantic

	Tim Alberta: "What the heck just happened?"
 	The church of Saint Richard
 	Adam Serwer: Nothing about the attempted assassination redeems Trump.




Culture Break


Jacek Boczarski/Anadolu via Getty



Read. Turn to these seven bedside-table books when you can't sleep.

Listen. On the Good on Paper podcast, Jerusalem Demsas explores a remarkable school-choice experiment.

Play our daily crossword.

When you buy a book using a link in this newsletter, we receive a commission. Thank you for supporting The Atlantic.
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MAGA World's Reckless Point-Scoring

Prominent Republicans turned up the temperature within minutes of Saturday's shooting.

by Tom Nichols




This is an edition of The Atlantic Daily, a newsletter that guides you through the biggest stories of the day, helps you discover new ideas, and recommends the best in culture. Sign up for it here.


Some prominent Republicans tried immediately to blame Democrats for the attempt on Donald Trump's life. Such charges are cynical attempts to immunize Trump from any further criticism.

But first, here are four new stories from The Atlantic:

	J. D. Vance, heir apparent
 	An astonishing ruling in Trump's classified-documents case
 	Elon Musk is making a bad situation worse.
 	Congress accidentally legalized weed six years ago.




Irresponsible Speculation

Within hours of the attempt on Trump's life on Saturday, RealClearPolitics, a right-leaning news and commentary site, noted the name of the shooter and added that his "online profile suggests that [he] was a leftist radical." It did not provide evidence to back up this claim. The website later removed that sentence without acknowledging the deletion, but not fast enough to stop that line from spreading over onto social media.

So far, it seems that Trump's would-be assassin had no significant online presence beyond a Discord account that had not been used in months, according to the platform. The FBI said that its agents have obtained the gunman's phone, but so far they have not identified a motive for the shooting.

I do not know why RCP leapt to its conclusion about the gunman's ideology. (RealClearPolitics did not respond to a request for an explanation of the silent change.) Speculating at a time like this is a natural temptation--but it's also wildly irresponsible to do so publicly. What we do know is that the attacker was male, young, and white and, according to reporters at several outlets who have interviewed his acquaintances, also apparently intelligent and reportedly something of a social outcast, a profile similar to some other mass shooters. He was a registered Republican, which might not mean anything.

I don't know what his politics were. Neither does anyone else in the general public. Newspapers and websites could have run headlines that said "Registered Republican Shoots Republican Candidate at Republican Rally in Heavily Republican Area" and it would have been accurate--in fact, it is completely true. Wisely, publications did not do that, because so far, none of this information, despite being factually correct, seems relevant to the attack.

So much uncertainty, of course, did not stop people across the political spectrum from making wild accusations about the shooter, but some Republican leaders went the extra distance to try to gain an instant political advantage from the mayhem. Instead of heeding the calls of more responsible Americans to help turn down the national temperature at a horrifying moment, they dialed it up to thermonuclear.

Senator Tim Scott of South Carolina, for example, complained that "Democrats and their allies in the media have recklessly stoked fears, calling President Trump and other conservatives threats to democracy." (For the sake of accuracy, I should note that Democrats and others have said this because Trump and some of his conservative enablers are threats to democracy.) "Their inflammatory rhetoric," Scott added, "puts lives at risk."

In fairness to Senator Scott, he's right that political rhetoric can provoke violence. Cesar Sayoc, for example, is now in a federal prison for mailing bombs to prominent liberals; his defense attorneys claimed that Sayoc is an unstable person who was influenced by his "religious" viewing of Fox News programs such as Fox & Friends and Hannity, along with his immersion in Facebook groups and social media.

Troubled people will do unhinged things, and that should not be an excuse for limiting the ability of American citizens to engage in full-throated criticism of public figures. But some prominent Republicans--people in elected office who have a responsibility as leaders to show at least some restraint--have tried to link a terrible moment of violence to the political views of their foes without any evidence or detailed information, all for the sake of lazy and irresponsible point-scoring.

Senator Rick Scott of Florida made one of the worst such accusations, calling the shooting "an assassination attempt by a madman inspired by the rhetoric of the radical left." Former Attorney General William Barr chimed in, demanding that Democrats "stop their grossly irresponsible talk about Trump being an existential threat to democracy. He is not." Barr, of course, is one of the people who knows firsthand how dangerous a Trump presidency would be, because he himself told us so. In testimony to the House January 6 committee, Barr described Trump as "detached from reality," and he has called Trump's thinking, "when left to his own devices," a "horror show." If Barr thinks these revelations should not lead us to conclude that Trump is an "existential threat," I suppose he's free to parse his own words.

And then comes Senator J. D. Vance of Ohio, unveiled this afternoon as the winner of Trump's weeks-long The Apprentice: Extreme Sycophancy Edition and now the GOP vice-presidential nominee. Vance tied President Joe Biden's campaign directly to the shooting: "Today is not just some isolated incident," he posted only a few hours after it happened. "The central premise of the Biden campaign is that President Donald Trump is an authoritarian fascist who must be stopped at all costs. That rhetoric led directly to President Trump's attempted assassination."

Vance apparently didn't think that such language was dangerous when he called Trump "cultural heroin" in an essay for this magazine in 2016, among other pointed criticisms Vance felt free to make before he ran for office. But the spectacle of ambition overpowering decency has been the most prominent feature of Vance's short political career.

Former Trump Cabinet member Ben Carson was among those who resorted to the use of the nebulous they in making his accusations. "They tried to bankrupt him," he posted shortly after the event. "They tried to slander him. They tried to imprison him. Now they have tried to kill him, but if God is protecting him, they will never succeed."

Representative Mike Collins of Georgia, however, left no doubt who he blamed. Within minutes of the shooting, he posted: "Joe Biden sent the orders."

These GOP partisans know exactly what they're doing. They have always known that Trump himself is the source of much of the most violent rhetoric in modern American life. The former president's speeches are a mad swirl of paranoia and rage at everyone who isn't in his camp, and a constant source of embarrassment for supporters, especially elected political leaders in the Republican establishment, who want to portray him as a statesman. For these Trump allies, the attempt on the former president's life was an opportunity to put Trump critics (including some in the media) on the defensive and to immunize Trump from any further condemnations of his own ghastly statements.

As Ed Luce of the Financial Times put it on social media yesterday, this behavior is nothing less than "an Orwellian attempt to silence what remains of the effort to stop [Trump] from regaining power."

And it seems to be working. This morning, MSNBC canceled today's edition of Morning Joe, a decision that one unnamed source explained to CNN was made "to avoid a scenario in which one of the show's stable of two dozen-plus guests might make an inappropriate comment on live television that could be used to assail the program and network as a whole." (As the NYU journalism professor Jay Rosen noted, MSNBC's decision "brings further dimension to the trust-in-media problem: we don't trust ourselves.")

Today, The New York Times opinion editor Kathleen Kingsbury sent a note to readers after outrage from Trump supporters about the Sunday insert in the print edition of the paper calling Trump unfit for office. "There is no connection between our prior decision to run this editorial package in print and Saturday's incident," Kingsbury explained, adding, "We would have changed our plans if we could have." More to the point: The Trump editorial was already online two days before the shooting. The Times is now on its back foot about something it had already published.

Fortunately, more reasonable people are making the utterly sensible point that you can accurately call Donald Trump a menace to democracy and affirm that he is a reprehensible person while also condemning any violence in politics. My colleague David Frum was among the most eloquent of these voices:

Nobody seems to have language to say: We abhor, reject, repudiate, and punish all political violence, even as we maintain that Trump remains himself a promoter of such violence, a subverter of American institutions, and the very opposite of everything decent and patriotic in American life.


Trump's behavior in the public square continues to merit withering denunciation. Criticizing him in the starkest terms is not wishing him personal harm, and those who assert otherwise are engaging in a cheap attempt to silence the just accusations of Americans who are genuinely concerned about Trump's dark vision for their country.

Related:

	The gunman and the would-be dictator
 	A legendary American photograph




Today's News

 	President Biden is set to do an interview with NBC News's Lester Holt that will be broadcast unedited tonight at 9 p.m. eastern time.
 	At the Republican National Convention, Trump was formally awarded enough delegates to secure the Republican nomination.
 	The presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy Jr. will receive Secret Service protection after the assassination attempt on Trump.
 




Evening Read


Illustration by The Atlantic. Sources: Roy Rochlin / Getty; Bobby Bank / WireImage / Getty.



Dr. Ruth, Richard Simmons, and the Joys of Eccentricity

By Gal Beckerman

For a child of the 1980s--like myself--the deaths of Ruth Westheimer and Richard Simmons over the past few days have been a reminder that we live in an era with a serious deficit in goofballs. They were true eccentrics. How else to describe a 4-foot-7 grandmother with a thick German accent doling out explicit sex advice with an impish giggle or an exuberant man in short shorts with a halo of curls who talked with his hands and implored everyone to sweat to the oldies?
 Dr. Ruth and Richard Simmons were as brightly colorful as my Saturday-morning cartoons or my bowl of Trix. But looking back at them now as caricatures risks obscuring the subtle revolutions they helped bring about. Dr. Ruth pushed intimate conversations about sex into the open, discussing orgasms and premature ejaculation with Johnny Carson. Simmons took exercise and loving your body from the reserve of the chiseled and gave them to anyone unafraid to twist their hips with him along to the strains of "Great Balls of Fire."


Read the full article.

More From The Atlantic

	Five questions for the Secret Service
 	Michael Powell: The worst is not inevitable.
 	Why parents don't mind if their kids don't marry




Culture Break


Stanley Bielecki Movie Collection / Getty



Read. "Cornucopia," a new poem by Natasha Rao.

"Morning after we meet: a parade / in the street. Brass instruments blasting / gladly. Of the dozen we crack, / ten eggs hold double yolks."

Watch. 3 Women, Robert Altman's 1977 identity-swap drama (streaming on multiple platforms), made Shelley Duvall's talents clear.

Play our daily crossword.

Stephanie Bai contributed to this newsletter.

When you buy a book using a link in this newsletter, we receive a commission. Thank you for supporting The Atlantic.
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A Deeply Weird, Immersive TV Show

Culture and entertainment musts from Janice Wolly

by Stephanie Bai




This is an edition of The Atlantic Daily, a newsletter that guides you through the biggest stories of the day, helps you discover new ideas, and recommends the best in culture. Sign up for it here.


Welcome back to The Daily's Sunday culture edition, in which one Atlantic writer or editor reveals what's keeping them entertained. Today's special guest is Janice Wolly, The Atlantic's copy chief.

Janice is looking to talk with somebody who also watched the 2014 show The Leftovers, "a deeply weird, immersive" series about what happens when 2 percent of the world's population disappears. She's also a big fan of the singer Brandi Carlile, who writes soft ballads that swell into powerhouses, and the whimsical children's podcast Melon's House Party.

First, here are three Sunday reads from The Atlantic:

	Trump is planning for a landslide win.
 	The sad future of grocery shopping
 	The new age of endless parenting




The Culture Survey: Janice Wolly

The upcoming event I'm most looking forward to: After Wimbledon and the Olympics comes the U.S. Open--amazing tennis, in my time zone! In the women's tournament, I am invested in America's Coco Gauff. On the men's side, it's well past time to say goodbye to Novak Djokovic, so I'm planning to root for the likes of Carlos Alcaraz and Alexander Zverev, as well as the Americans Frances Tiafoe and Ben Shelton. I'm especially eager to see thrilling matches between these dynamic young players, regardless of who wins. [Related: The unbearable greatness of Djokovic]

The television show I'm most enjoying right now: I recently finished The Leftovers, but I'm still ruminating about it. The show, about the people left behind after the "Sudden Departure" of 2 percent of the world's population, is a deeply weird, immersive experience that made me ponder death and love and loss and belief. It was also a terrible treadmill watch, as I call shows that don't require much brainpower but do hook me enough that I keep exercising in order to watch them (think: Love Is Blind and anything else in what a colleague coined "the Nick Lachey Cinematic Universe").

The Leftovers was too intellectual, too surprising, too gripping to be confined to morning treadmill time, and I found myself binge-watching episodes (while prone on my couch, burning zero calories) until I completed the final season. I of course did this years after the show originally aired, and I would love to find someone who watched it then so we can delve into how differently the show must read post-pandemic than it did back in 2014.

Something I recently rewatched: Speaking of something that hits differently in 2024 than it did in 2014, let's talk about Obvious Child, a quiet, tender, funny movie about abortion starring Jenny Slate. So many unintended pregnancies on-screen lead to the less controversial decision to have the baby, but this film's protagonist, Donna, quickly schedules an abortion and does not waver. Rewatching the movie post-Dobbs, I thought about the devastating number of women now facing insurmountable obstacles to reproductive health care. Obvious Child also rang differently for me now because I've ended a pregnancy of my own since first seeing it, although I have basically nothing in common with Donna or her situation. I wish I'd been able to have her frank, brave perspective the night before the procedure: "I think it's gonna be okay. And afterwards I'll just be in my future, and, you know, we'll go from there."

An author I will read anything by: I'm guilty of ignoring a pretty severe New Yorker pileup on my nightstand, but I always make a beeline for articles by Rachel Aviv, Sarah Stillman, Kathryn Schulz, Ben Taub, and good ol' John McPhee.

A quiet song that I love, and a loud song that I love: Practically any song by Brandi Carlile qualifies as both. I somehow only discovered Carlile when she performed at the 2023 Grammys. I love the sneakiness of her songs--soft ballads that swell into dynamic waves and engulf you.

Take her performance of "When You're Wrong" during her HBO concert special, In the Canyon Haze. Despite my Spotify deep dives, I had never heard this song. It starts out with some quiet regret about an aging family member ("Your eyes are not as bright as I remember them to be"), then all of a sudden she's accusing this person of "lay[ing] down every night next to a goddamn liar." I sat up ramrod straight when I first heard it. Amid the beautiful harmonies and SistaStrings' gorgeous contributions, the lyrics (by Carlile's musical partners Tim and Phil Hanseroth) are starkly in-your-face: "It's a long way to be sinkin' holdin' tightly to the weights / of the one who pulls you down while you slowly waste your days." Perhaps you, like me, wish you could speak this bluntly to someone. What I really want to know is: Will they listen?

A cultural product I loved as a teenager and still love, and something I loved but now dislike: The soundtrack to my later high-school years was Guster's Lost and Gone Forever. I have such a clear image of myself driving, CD player blasting, to downtown Philly for an unpaid internship that graduating students did once senioritis set in--this was my first real taste of independence besides summer camp and teen tours. I still remember my (very much unrequited) senior-year crush, and friends putting lyrics in their AIM profile, and that particular stretch of I-95. And I still love that album.

As for something I loved but now dislike ... lawn concerts, for Guster or anyone else. I require a proper seat and fewer mosquitoes, thank you. To the lawn I say, "So long, and I won't be back soon." Do I get two points for honesty?

A favorite story I've read in The Atlantic: One of the best parts of my job is the chance to appreciate master wordsmiths up close--I actually love having an edit rejected because the original phrasing has some sort of subtle poetry I didn't pick up on at first. A perfect example is my former colleague Tim Lavin's 2010 article "The Listener," a profile of the overnight radio host George Noory. I knew nothing about "paranormal media" and had never heard of Noory, who was "amiable in the face of dark machinations," as Lavin says in typically evocative fashion. Read it now and you'll see the precursor to today's damagingly conspiratorial landscape, where Noory and guests (including a certain Alex Jones) were "endowing the most mundane of everyday events with numinous possibility." [Related: The conspiracy theorists are winning.]

Something delightful introduced to me by a kid in my life: Melon's House Party is a whimsical podcast for children, full of canine antics, heartfelt life lessons, and legitimately catchy songs. (I'm surprised every time by the genius lyrics and killer voices.) Here's the summary my 6-year-old offered: "A tiny dog named Melon and she can talk. And her best friend is Couch." She's missing the important detail that Melon, Couch, and all of their friends--Grandmother Clock, Rita Records, Soulless Computer, Wall Calendar and her sidekick, Thumb Tack--talk to one another when humans aren't around. They also go on wild adventures (Couch is surprisingly mobile). Throw in visitors including an "extremely cursed doll" and you have a hit, even though Melon sadly ended a few years ago, after two seasons. Now that my kiddo can read, I think we may need to embark on a letter-writing campaign to bring the show back.



The Week Ahead

	Twisters, a disaster film starring Glen Powell and Daisy Edgar-Jones about a group of storm chasers who must survive a brutal tornado season in Oklahoma (in theaters Friday)
 	Lady in the Lake, a drama miniseries starring Natalie Portman as a housewife who becomes a reporter and investigates the potential link between the murders of a Black bartender and a young Jewish girl (premieres Friday on Apple TV+)
 	The Lucky Ones, a memoir by Zara Chowdhary about her life after surviving anti-Muslim violence in India (out Tuesday)




Essay


The sun sets over California Highway 190 as it winds across Death Valley National Park on July 7, 2024. Etienne Laurent / AFP / Getty



I Went to Death Valley to Experience 129 Degrees

By Ross Andersen

A large digital thermometer sits at the entrance to the gleaming mid-century-modern visitor center in Furnace Creek, California. When I arrived on Sunday afternoon, it was thronged with people with their phones out, taking pictures. A mood of anticipation hummed through the crowd. A few hours east of us, in Las Vegas, temperatures would rise to 120 degrees Fahrenheit, smashing that city's record by three degrees. But news reports suggested that here in the heart of Death Valley National Park, the high could reach 130, matching the hottest-ever day reliably measured on Earth.


Read the full article.



More in Culture

	Zach Bryan's message to men
 	Yes, Longlegs is that scary.
 	Why that House of the Dragon death matters
 	If the moon landing were a romantic comedy
 	The liminal life of the expat
 	What gardens of the future should look like
 	Why The Bear is so hard to watch
 	Eight books that will change your perspective




Catch Up on The Atlantic

	David Frum: Biden's heartbreaking press conference
 	The Trump national convention
 	Is Kamala Harris ready for Trump?




Photo Album


A polar bear rests on ice cubes that were brought to its enclosure during a heat wave at the Prague Zoo. (David W Cerny / Reuters)



Check out photos from the past week of a stegosaurus fossil up for auction in New York, a polar bear during a heat wave at the Prague Zoo, and a lightsaber-training session in Mexico City.



Explore all of our newsletters.

When you buy a book using a link in this newsletter, we receive a commission. Thank you for supporting The Atlantic.
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The Possibilities of Personality Change

Incremental shifts count, and can affect one's happiness.

by Isabel Fattal




This is an edition of The Wonder Reader, a newsletter in which our editors recommend a set of stories to spark your curiosity and fill you with delight. Sign up here to get it every Saturday morning.


A few years ago, my colleague Olga Khazan conducted an experiment--"sample size: 1"--to see whether she could change her personality. "I've never really liked my personality, and other people don't like it either," she wrote. "In grad school, a partner and I were assigned to write fake obituaries for each other by interviewing our families and friends. The nicest thing my partner could shake out of my loved ones was that I 'really enjoy grocery shopping.'"

Personally, I'd say enjoying grocery shopping is the mark of a curious and fun-loving person. (What's better than a Sunday afternoon in the snack aisle?) But Olga believed that she could make herself happier by changing her personality, so she gave herself three months to become friendlier and more extroverted--and came to learn that incremental personality change counts as real change. "Being slightly different is still being different--the same you but with better armor," she wrote.

Today's newsletter explores why people are so drawn to measuring their personality, and what we can do with that information.



On Personality

I Gave Myself Three Months to Change My Personality

By Olga Khazan

The results were mixed.

Read the article.

What Your Favorite Personality Test Says About You

By Kelly Conaboy 

Are you a Myers-Briggs person, an Enneagram person, or something else?

The Atlantic made a quiz to help you find out.

Read the article.

The Mystery of Partner 'Convergence'

By Faith Hill

Couples' personalities can become more similar over time--but the causes are still enigmatic.

Read the article.



Still Curious?

	The truth about people who have no personality: They actually just keep their opinions to themselves, Olga wrote in 2019.
 	A profession is not a personality: Reducing yourself to any single characteristic, whether it be your title or your job performance, is a deeply damaging act, Arthur C. Brooks wrote in 2021.




Other Diversions

	Not everyone needs to go to therapy.
 	The sad future of grocery shopping
 	The new age of endless parenting




P.S.


Courtesy of Trudy S.



I recently asked readers to share a photo of something that sparks their sense of awe in the world. Trudy S., 66, from Brighton, Massachusetts, shared this photo, taken at the Hydrangea Festival at Heritage Museums & Gardens in Sandwich, Massachusetts. "The blooms have been spectacular this year," she writes.

I'll continue to feature your responses in the coming weeks. If you'd like to share, reply to this email with a photo and a short description so we can share your wonder with fellow readers in a future edition of this newsletter or on our website. Please include your name (initials are okay), age, and location. By doing so, you agree that The Atlantic has permission to publish your photo and publicly attribute the response to you, including your first name and last initial, age, and/or location that you share with your submission.

-- Isabel
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Would You Put Your Health in AI's Hands?

Sam Altman and Arianna Huffington tell our reporter about their vision for an AI-augmented health-care system.

by Damon Beres




This is Atlantic Intelligence, a limited-run series in which our writers help you wrap your mind around artificial intelligence and a new machine age. Sign up here.


OpenAI CEO Sam Altman and the entrepreneur Arianna Huffington spoke with my colleague Charlie Warzel earlier this week about their ambitions to remake the American health-care system with generative AI. They will do this through Thrive AI Health, a joint venture they announced on Sunday that will purportedly offer a chatbot that provides behavioral advice according to one's specific health needs. (No actual product, let alone a release date, has been announced yet.) The future chatbot could, for example, take stock of a diabetic user's biometric data and make a nutrition- or exercise-based recommendation that fits into their schedule. "I think there are only a handful of use cases where AI can really transform the world," Altman told Charlie. "Making people healthier is certainly one of them."

Charlie remarked in his article that AI is now a technology of faith. Today, chatbots get information wrong all the time--I would hesitate to trust their advice about watering a philodendron, let alone what to put in my body. But proponents of the technology promise that something grand is just around the corner. "Whatever is built today is judged partially on its own merits, but also--perhaps even more important--on what it might presage about what is coming next," Charlie writes.

The vision is tempting, of course: As Huffington said, "our health-care system is broken and ... millions of people are suffering as a result." But some problems may simply be too big for a bot to handle.




Illustration by Matteo Giuseppe Pani. Sources: NBC / Getty; Steve Jennings / Getty.



AI Has Become a Technology of Faith

By Charlie Warzel

An important thing to realize about the grandest conversations surrounding AI is that, most of the time, everyone is making things up. This isn't to say that people have no idea what they're talking about or that leaders are lying. But the bulk of the conversation about AI's greatest capabilities is premised on a vision of a theoretical future. It is a sales pitch, one in which the problems of today are brushed aside or softened as issues of now, which surely, leaders in the field insist, will be solved as the technology gets better. What we see today is merely a shadow of what is coming. We just have to trust them.
 I had this in mind when I spoke with Sam Altman and Arianna Huffington recently.


Read the full article.



What to Read Next

	The real lesson from The Making of the Atomic Bomb: "A generation of AI researchers treat Richard Rhodes's seminal book like a Bible as they develop technology with the potential to remake--or ruin--our world," Charlie wrote in a prescient article last year.
 	Every time you post to Instagram, you're turning on a lightbulb forever: "To help save the planet, should we be using less data? Given how much of modern life depends on megabytes and teraflops, the answer could be a key facet to living nobly in the AI age," Arthur Holland Michel writes.




P.S.

There's another way to think about Thrive AI Health: Companies are still trying to figure out what generative AI is truly good for. As David Karpf wrote of the technology earlier this year, "The novelty wears off. ChatGPT is not omniscient. It has neither personality nor perspective. How often do you actually need a computer to produce some fake Shakespeare for you, anyway?"

-- Damon
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The "Song of the Summer" Is a Myth

A conversation with Spencer Kornhaber on the urge to anoint a soundtrack to the season

by Lora Kelley




This is an edition of The Atlantic Daily, a newsletter that guides you through the biggest stories of the day, helps you discover new ideas, and recommends the best in culture. Sign up for it here.


Summer is in full swing, and everywhere I go, I hear Sabrina Carpenter's catchy, somewhat nonsensical "Espresso." But does that mean it's the song of the summer? There's also Charli XCX's new album, Brat, whose high-concept club tracks have led fans to embrace "brat summer"; meanwhile, Kendrick Lamar's "Not Like Us" and Shaboozey's "A Bar Song (Tipsy)" have been dominating the charts. To understand what makes tracks eligible for "song of the summer" status--and why people love to anoint them--I spoke with my colleague Spencer Kornhaber, The Atlantic's music critic.

First, here are three new stories from The Atlantic:

	David Frum: Biden's heartbreaking press conference
 	Trump isn't even pretending anymore.
 	AI has become a technology of faith.




"A Shared Hallucination"

Lora Kelley: How does a song become a "song of the summer"?

Spencer Kornhaber: "Song of the summer" is a much-contested term, more of a cultural myth or a shared hallucination than a hard-and-fast label. Most summers give us a few songs of the summer, serving different constituencies.

That said, a song of the summer doesn't just mean "big during the summertime," in my opinion. It has to have an upbeat, bouncing quality. It has to be something that works equally well in a car with the windows rolled down and at a lively barbecue. I'd say Sabrina Carpenter's "Espresso," Shaboozey's "A Bar Song (Tipsy)," and Kendrick Lamar's "Not Like Us" all fit the bill--though you probably don't want to play Lamar's song at a barbecue filled with Drake fans.

Summer is a season when we're spending time in social spaces; songs aren't just a headphones concern. When people want to remember what a summer was like, they might do it with music. That's in part where the impulse to even talk about a song of the summer comes from.

Lora: We famously live in a time with no monoculture, yet it feels like "Espresso" is everywhere. How does a song become ubiquitous right now?

Spencer: Like a lot of cultural phenomena these days, it has to do with Taylor Swift. Sabrina Carpenter is a former Disney Channel actor who's been putting out music for more than a decade. But she broke out in a new way when she started playing opening sets for Swift on the Eras tour. Given that Swift is close to being the only monocultural phenomenon we have, she gave Carpenter the most valuable kind of platform imaginable for a young singer in 2024.

The tour didn't just raise Carpenter's profile; it probably helped with streaming. If Spotify knows that a portion of Swift fans listen to Carpenter's music, it's going to recommend Carpenter to other Swift listeners who don't already listen to her--and that's a huge potential audience. Given enough exposure, a song this catchy is inevitably going to snowball in popularity.

What's more, Carpenter sounds like a logical evolution for what post-Swift pop should be. The music of "Espresso" is pretty generic. But the lyrics have a lot more narrative and personality than the generic pop of, say, Katy Perry 10 years ago. Swift has taught a generation of young women how to write catchy songs that are also interesting, and we're seeing the payoff now.

Lora: As you have written, pop divas this summer are taking on subjects of womanhood in a fresh and unapologetic way. How much of a departure is this music from past female pop hits?

Spencer: We've had lots of pop about being a strong, independent woman before, but to me, the difference is that these new singers are making sport of their disinterest in what straight men think of them. For example, Chappell Roan doesn't come off like she's straining to please the broadest possible audience; rather, she's cracking inside jokes with the girls and the gays. And Billie Eilish's "Lunch" is about having a crush on another woman.

Pop music as we traditionally think of it (which "Espresso" very much is) is actually not popular right now. It's not a mass phenomenon in the way that it used to be 10 years ago. Hip-hop is a far bigger, more important, more profitable sector, and has been for a long time now. To me, the really fun thing about this moment in pop is that these girls are in the charts conversation at all.

Lora: Do songs of the summer shape the mood, or vice versa? Is it "brat summer" because Charli XCX told us so, or is she simply picking up on a broader feeling?

Spencer: Cause and effect are impossible to untangle with cultural trends, which is why they're so fun to analyze. I tend to think that the pop music that succeeds has to be cutting-edge in some way--even if it seems retro or trite, there's something going on that's hitting ears as novel and intriguing.

In the case of Charli XCX, she's given us new words and sounds to suit a pretty classic feeling that comes over people every summer: wanting to stop worrying about your responsibilities and put pleasure first.

Lora: I have to ask: What does the Sabrina Carpenter refrain "That's that me espresso" mean?

Spencer: She's hot! Honestly, that nonsensical chorus is interesting: People have compared it to the weird lyrics that Britney Spears used to sing, written by a Swedish songwriter who didn't care about English grammar. But there's a crucial difference. At one point in "Espresso," Sabrina giggles and says, seemingly referring to herself, "Stupid!" That little hint of self-awareness is what makes her this summer's espresso.

Related:

	The "Espresso" theory of gender relations
 	The next great American mega-genre




Today's News

	President Joe Biden met with House Democratic Leader Hakeem Jeffries last night, who did not offer an endorsement of Biden's campaign.
 	A federal judge dismissed Rudy Giuliani's bankruptcy case, clearing the way for creditors to pursue his assets.
 	Jury deliberation began in the trial of Senator Bob Menendez, who is charged with 16 criminal counts including bribery and acting as a foreign agent.




Dispatches

	The Books Briefing: Everyday plants can teach us a lot about history, Maya Chung writes.


Explore all of our newsletters here.



Evening Read


Illustration by Ben Kothe / The Atlantic. Sources: Matucha / Getty; Anna Efetova / Getty.



Maybe She's Born With It. Maybe It's Neurocosmetics.

By Hannah Seo

For just $65, the skin-care company Selfmade will sell you a kit that will purportedly help you feel more stable and confident in your relationships--and get better skin all the while. According to the kit's marketing copy, it comes with a serum that enhances "safety and comfort with self," a moisturizer that "promotes awareness that past negative experience and emotional states can carry throughout your life," and the best-selling relationship-psychology book Attached. Together, the "Securely Attached Kit" is a "ritual" that promises to reframe your attitudes to both your skin and self. It's cheaper and arguably less involved than therapy.


Read the full article.

More From The Atlantic

	The Trump national convention
 	Is Kamala Harris ready for Trump?
 	Photo: A volcanic ritual in Indonesia




Culture Break


Apple TV+



Watch. Fly Me to the Moon (now in theaters) is a surprisingly charming rom-com that speaks to our era of AI anxiety, Shirley Li writes.

Read. "My Twin," a short story by Edan Lepucki:

"After my divorce was finalized, I quit my job. I quit my book club. My monthly poker game ... I left every group text. It's easier this way."

Play our daily crossword.





Stephanie Bai contributed to this newsletter.

When you buy a book using a link in this newsletter, we receive a commission. Thank you for supporting The Atlantic.
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An Attempt to Check the Supreme Court's Power

House Democrats' articles of impeachment won't advance, but they're a striking escalation.

by Lora Kelley




This is an edition of The Atlantic Daily, a newsletter that guides you through the biggest stories of the day, helps you discover new ideas, and recommends the best in culture. Sign up for it here.


Progressive members of the House have put forth articles of impeachment against two conservative Supreme Court justices. The impeachment won't actually advance, but it may help chip away at the Court's irreproachable image.

First, here are three new stories from The Atlantic:

	"I went to Death Valley to experience 129 degrees."
 	Democrats turn to their deputy leader.
 	We still don't know what to do with the endless stream of Trump lies.




"Too Much Power"

Democrats have been bristling about the Supreme Court for a while now, but yesterday, progressive House members introduced a new, and more official, mark of disapproval. Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez put forth articles of impeachment against Justices Clarence Thomas and Samuel Alito, saying that they failed to properly disclose gifts and recuse themselves from certain cases--Alito from matters where he had a "personal bias," and Thomas from matters involving the legal or financial interests of Ginni Thomas, his wife.

The tenor of criticism of the Court has shifted significantly in recent years, especially after its conservative majority overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022. Revelations about Justice Thomas's spouse's involvement in efforts to overturn the results of the 2020 presidential election, followed by reporting on his prolific acceptance of gifts from wealthy conservatives, heightened public scrutiny. (A lawyer representing Thomas issued a statement in 2023 denying any "willful ethics transgression" and stating "any prior reporting errors were strictly inadvertent.") And the flags flying outside of Alito's homes in the years after January 6, both associated with the "Stop the Steal" movement--he blamed his wife for flying them, and claimed they weren't aware of one flag's "Stop the Steal" connotation--did little to boost Americans' confidence that judges are putting impartiality over ideology. Several decisions in the Court's latest term were split across partisan lines--notably the presidential-immunity ruling that held that former presidents, including Donald Trump, are immune from federal prosecution for official actions taken while in office, but also decisions on criminalizing homelessness and kneecapping the regulatory state.

House Democrats have begun to take public action to reform the Court, and to shore up their response in preparation for a possible future Trump presidency: Late last month, Ocasio-Cortez and Representative Jamie Raskin wrote a letter to Chief Justice John Roberts expressing alarm at what they said is the "full-blown legitimacy crisis" on the Court. And Democrats have promised "aggressive" oversight and legislative measures in response to the immunity ruling. (The Supreme Court did not immediately respond to a request for comment.)

There is virtually no chance that the new impeachment articles will pass the Republican-controlled House, so they're likely to end up a symbolic gesture. But the symbolism matters. These articles could help chip away at the perception that Supreme Court justices can do whatever they want. That perception is based in reality: The policies governing justices' behavior have always been loose and informal, and the new code of conduct adopted late last year lacks a clear enforcement mechanism (other federal judges are subject to a more stringent system).

As my colleague Adam Serwer, who writes about politics and the Supreme Court, explained, few powerful people are willing to take on the Supreme Court. Democratic politicians, he told me, have a reasonable fear of getting on the justices' bad side and prejudicing them against liberal-aligned cases. "The same reason attacking the Court is necessary is the same reason why it's so perilous: They have too much power and can abuse it without fear of accountability or consequences," Adam said.

Impeachment sounds extreme. But, compared with the rarity of presidential impeachment, a solid historical precedent exists for impeaching judges, Kimberly Wehle, a constitutional-law professor at the University of Baltimore (and an Atlantic contributor), told me in an email. Only one Supreme Court justice has ever been impeached--Samuel Chase in 1804--and the Senate acquitted him. But over the years, 14 other federal judges have been impeached, and eight of those were removed from office (others stepped down in the face of scandal). And at this moment, impeachment is the only available tool for holding Supreme Court justices accountable, Wehle said.

Ocasio-Cortez's statement on the impeachment articles cast them not only as a way to institute a check on the justices' power in this moment, but also as a referendum on the Court's failures to properly govern itself: "Given the Court's demonstrated inability to preserve its own legitimate conduct, it is incumbent upon Congress to contain the threat this poses to our democracy," she said. Ocasio-Cortez's move sends a message that House Democrats think the Court has entered dangerous territory. But sending a message is probably as far as this can go.

Related:

	Something has gone deeply wrong at the Supreme Court.
 	The Supreme Court puts Trump above the law.




Today's News

	President Joe Biden is giving an unscripted news conference tonight to close out the three-day NATO summit in Washington, D.C.
 	Donald Trump is expected to meet with Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban tonight at Trump's Mar-a-Lago residence in Florida, a week after Orban met with Russian President Vladimir Putin in Moscow.
 	More than a million utility customers in the Houston area still did not have power today after Hurricane Beryl knocked over power lines and transmission towers on Monday.




Dispatches

	Time-Travel Thursdays: For a rare lifestyle choice, vegetarianism tends to drive people pretty bonkers, Ellen Cushing writes.


Explore all of our newsletters here.



Evening Read


Illustration by Matteo Giuseppe Pani. Source: Getty.



The Sad Future of Grocery Shopping

By Yasmin Tayag

A well-stocked grocery store is a wondrous place. Among the gleaming pyramids of fruit, golden rows of bread, and freezers crammed with ice cream, time and space collapse. A perfectly ripe apple might have been picked a year ago; a cut of beef may have come from an Australian cow. Grocery stores defy seasons and geography to assure shoppers that they can have anything they want, anytime.
 For a moment last year, those promises no longer seemed to hold up.


Read the full article.

More From The Atlantic

	No, state laws haven't locked Biden onto the ballot.
 	Why you should want to be alone
 	Radio Atlantic: A crisis for Democrats




Culture Break


Neon



Watch. Yes, Longlegs is that scary, David Sims writes. The film (in theaters now) centers on a movie monster for the ages and produces impressively freaky stuff.

Read. Aysegul Savas's new novel, The Anthropologists, captures the liminal experiences of expats: modern-day nomads who are stateless by choice.

Play our daily crossword.



Stephanie Bai contributed to this newsletter.

When you buy a book using a link in this newsletter, we receive a commission. Thank you for supporting The Atlantic.
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A Hundred Years of Mocking Vegetarians

For a rare lifestyle choice, vegetarianism tends to drive people pretty bonkers.

by Ellen Cushing




This is an edition of Time-Travel Thursdays, a journey through The Atlantic's archives to contextualize the present and surface delightful treasures. Sign up here.


Anthony Bourdain was beloved for his openness to new experiences, for his willingness to eat anything--brains; shark; cobra heart, still beating--with anyone. But he did reserve one bias: The man hated vegetarians. "Serious cooks regard these members of the dining public--and their Hezbollah-like splinter faction, the vegans--as enemies of everything that's good and decent in the human spirit," he wrote in The New Yorker in 1999. "To live life without veal or chicken stock, fish cheeks, sausages, cheese, or organ meats is treasonous."

Obviously, not everything about this passage has aged well. For one, cooks of all levels of seriousness are now not just tolerating vegan and vegetarian diets, but venerating them. In 2021, one of the fanciest and Micheliniest restaurants in New York, Eleven Madison Park, excised animal products from its menu. McDonald's sells burgers made with Beyond Meat; your local diner probably offers meat alternatives too. But even so: Only about four percent of people in this country avoid meat today. And if an American does choose to do so (especially if that American is a he), he is probably used to, if not Bourdain-level animus, at least some questions, provocations, and strange looks.

For a rare lifestyle choice--one that is selfless, and also fundamentally personal--vegetarianism tends to drive people pretty bonkers. A 2015 paper found that vegetarians (and vegans) are viewed as negatively or more negatively than "several commonly stigmatized groups." They are, in the popular imagination, abstemious killjoys, enemies of pleasure, unhinged animal fanatics, self-righteous cranks; they are evangelists, sentimentalists, snobs, radicals, naifs. Online, you can find long lists of (mostly unfunny) anti-vegetarian jokes, or buy a bumper sticker that says CARNIVORE in the style of the streetwear brand Supreme. Last week, at the Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Contest in Coney Island, I saw someone wearing a T-shirt that said VEGETARIAN: ANCIENT TRIBAL NAME FOR THE VILLAGE IDIOT WHO CAN'T HUNT, FISH, OR FIGHT FIRES.

The merch is new, relatively speaking. But neither vegetarianism nor the suspicion of it is a 21st-century, or even 20th-century, phenomenon. Humans have voluntarily avoided meat for hygienic, ethical, religious, or health reasons since at least as early as 500 B.C.E. The diet has fallen in and out of favor at various points since then, but has been stably present--if niche--since the Renaissance.

The American Vegetarian Society was founded in 1850, and vegetarianism was trendy for much of the 1800s and early 1900s among East Coast abolitionists, spiritualists, suffragettes, transcendentalists, cultural reformers, and intellectuals--the types of people, in fact, who founded this magazine in 1857. And yet, an unsigned Atlantic article from June 1905 begins with a fantastically savage insult: "It would be absurd to deny that among the confirmed Vegetarians there are good men, though meagre. That not all of them are free from the tyranny of chronic indigestion may account for, and perhaps should excuse, some of their dietetic vagaries." Later, the writer admits that "vegetarians may be, often are, good men; but no one will contend that they are jolly. For steady companionship the redoubtable feeders are to be preferred, -- men whom neither roast nor pudding can intimidate."

In fairness to The Atlantic, the magazine was reflecting the conventional wisdom of its day: Vegetarians have long been met with "criticism, resistance or confusion," as the librarian Tammy Kiter writes in a blog post for the New-York Historical Society. And in fairness to the essayist, vegetarian food was, at the time, pretty dire. The most popular meatless protein of the day was protose, which got most of its heft from peanut butter. One modern food blogger made it 2010 and had this to say: "I didn't spit it out, I ate it, but it was not ... 'good.'"

No wonder vegetarians were seen as hair shirts, performatively suffering under what the Atlantic writer Katharine Fullerton Gerould called, in 1912, the "fallacy of 'plain living and high thinking.'" Vegetarians made--and still make--some people uncomfortable because they encounter abundance and choose something else. They feel like an affront to the status quo, or at least to a very basic impulse: the pursuit of pleasure at any cost. Indeed, the idea that vegetarianism is somehow inhuman arises again and again, as in a 1932 poem by Leander T. Decelles:

To take no life, the thought is sweet;
 Yea, let your vegetables grow;
 But human beings, alas, must eat.


This perception never totally went away, but it did abate. The food got better. So did the research about the link between diets heavy in animal fats and poor health outcomes. Americans' understanding of the way our farming systems interact with, and put strain on, the environment became more sophisticated (though it was not until 1997 that the words climate change and meat appeared together in The Atlantic.) In 1971, Frances Moore Lappe's Diet for a Small Planet became a national best seller. Four years later, the Australian philosopher Peter Singer published Animal Liberation, the foundational text for the modern animal-rights movement. By 2009, Max Fisher was publishing a series of vegetarian recipes for The Atlantic. But he was still bracing against the stigma associated with how he had decided to feed himself: "Learning to accept that many people will never accept my lifestyle is just part of living without meat," he wrote. "In fact, it's the hardest part."
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            A hundred years ago, more than 3,000 athletes from 44 nations gathered in France for the Paris 1924 Summer Olympic Games (compared with 2024, when more than 10,000 athletes are expected from 206 nations). In 1924, competition took place in 126 events across 23 disciplines, at 17 Olympic venues in and around the city. Gathered below are images of the many events, athletes, and spectators at the 1924 Summer Olympics.


To receive an email notification every time new photo stories are published, sign up here.


        

        

        
        



    
 
    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: A team of 11 gymnasts pose in varying difficult stances, forming a symmetric scene.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Original caption from July 9, 1924: "Rocquencourt, France--The American Olympic candidates are taking more honors than hoped. Every man is right up to the minute physically, due to the rigorous training. Photo shows the American gymnasts during practice stunts at their Rocquencourt headquarters near here."
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                [image: An aerial view of a stadium, showing many people lining up to get in and watch an ongoing soccer match]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                An aerial view of Colombes Olympic Stadium, situated along the Seine river near Paris, as spectators file in to watch the football final during the 1924 Olympic Games
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                [image: Athletes march in a parade around the track inside a stadium, watched by a large crowd of spectators in the stands.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A general view of the Opening Ceremony of the Summer Olympics at Colombes Stadium on July 5, 1924
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                [image: Dignitaries sit in the stands of a stadium during an opening ceremony.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Edward, Prince of Wales (center), and Gaston Doumergue, president of France (right), attend the Opening Ceremony of the Summer Olympics in July 1924.
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                [image: Athletes in dress uniforms stand in rows inside a stadium.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The women of Team Great Britain, seen at the Opening Ceremony of the 1924 Olympic Games
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                [image: A person stands at a podium draped with an Olympic flag, addressing an audience, while surrounded by men wearing suits, and rows of athletes.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Count Justinien Clary, president of the French Olympic Committee, speaks during the Opening Ceremony.
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                The Indian delegation prepares to march into the Olympic Stadium during the Opening Ceremony.
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                [image: Runners kneel at a starting line, preparing to start a 100 meter race.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Runners ready themselves at the start of a 100-meter-flat qualifying heat on July 6, 1924. Note the ropes separating the lanes, and the divots dug into the track to help them push off.
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                [image: Several runners pass by during a cross-country race.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The Finnish athlete Paavo Nurmi runs ahead of the pack, leading the men's individual cross-country event at the Summer Olympics, around the Colombes suburb of Paris, on July 12, 1924. To the left of the frame, a photographer records the race (having just passed the Rue Paul Bert), with spectators standing behind a stone wall in the background. Nurmi won gold in the event.
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                [image: A goalkeeper approaches a ball as other soccer players rush toward him.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The Netherlands goalkeeper Gejus van der Meulen interrupts an attack by a player from Team Uruguay on June 6, 1924, during the Olympic Games in Paris.
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                [image: A tennis player runs while swinging her racket during a match.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Helen Wills of the United States plays during the doubles tennis match featuring Wills and partner Hazel Wightman against the British duo Phyllis Covell and Kathleen McKane. Wills and Wightman won the gold.
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                [image: A weightlifter holds an old-fashioned barbell over his head.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                France's Maurice Martin, fourth in the featherweight weightlifting event, lifts during the 1924 Olympic Games.
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                [image: Runners lean and stretch as they cross a finish line.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Britain's Harold Abrahams wins the 100-meter-flat final, ahead of Jackson Scholz of the United States and Arthur Porritt of New Zealand, at the 1924 Olympic Games.
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                [image: Several people use early radio equipment set up inside a race track in a stadium.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Original caption from Paris, July 1924: "This photo shows the radio station at the Colombes Stadium, by means of which spectators were able to follow the progress of the (Olympic) marathon race. Scouts along the route reported to this station by telephone, and a series of amplifiers carried the information to the thousands in the stands."
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                [image: A gymnast is seen in mid-air, leaping over a bar toward a vaulting horse apparatus.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                France's Albert Seguin performs a vault on the field inside Colombes Olympic Stadium on July 17, 1924. The format of the vault event at these Olympics differs from modern vaults--competitors ran and jumped from a small springboard, leaping over a bar, landing on their hands, and swinging their legs forward to land on the ground.
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                [image: People help hold up three tandem bicycles and riders on a track as they prepare for a race.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Teams prepare at the start of the tandem-cycling final at La Cipale Municipal Velodrome on July 26, 1924.
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                [image: Rows of rifle shooters take aim inside a shooting gallery.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Rows of competitors take aim during an Olympic shooting event in Reims on June 23, 1924.
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                [image: Eight rowers and a coxswain sit in a racing shell, floating in a broad river.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Team Great Britain, seen during a men's eights rowing event on the Seine in Paris
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                [image: An athlete, photographed in mid-air, during a running long jump.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                DeHart Hubbard of the United States wins the  running long jump with a distance of 24 feet 6 inches, becoming the first African American to win an individual Olympic gold medal.
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                [image: A group photo of a couple of dozen photographers in 1924, seen inside a sports stadium.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The official photographers covering the events at the Paris Games pose inside Colombes Olympic Stadium in July 1924.
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                [image: An athlete seen at the top of a pole-vault attempt]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The American Lee Barnes competes in the pole-vault final.
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                [image: Two exhausted runners pass by on a track, in front of a large crowd.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Ville Ritola of Finland runs toward a gold-medal finish in the 10,000-meter event, with Edvin Wide of Sweden in second place, on the track in Colombes Stadium on July 6, 1924.
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                [image: Three athletes in swimsuits sit together on concrete.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The American swimmers Ruth Thomas, Helen Wainwright, and Martha Norelius, photographed during an event in Paris, 1924
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                [image: Swimmers dive in at the start of a race, watched by a large crowd.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Swimmers dive in at the start of the first heat of the 4x200m relay semifinals in the Tourelles water-sports stadium on July 18, 1924.
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                [image: A person makes a high dive into a pool in an aquatics stadium filled with many spectators.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The American Caroline Smith wins the 10-meter-high diving competition at the Tourelles water-sports stadium.
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                [image: A diver stretches out in mid-air during a high dive.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Elizabeth Becker, from the United States, dives during the 1924 Games.
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                [image: Many cheering spectators in the stands of a stadium]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                An energized crowd cheers for Olympic competitors inside the Tourelles water-sports stadium on July 15, 1924.
                #
            

            
                
                
                Archives CNOSF / AFP / Getty
                
            

        

        
        
        
    


    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: Two swimmers shake hands beside a swimming pool.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Olympic swimmers from Team USA, Johnny Weissmuller and Duke Kahanamoku, shake hands during the competition at the 1924 Paris Olympics.
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                [image: A crowd watches a water polo match.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Greece meets Czechoslovakia in a water-polo qualifier at the Tourelles water-sports stadium.
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                [image: A small pack of marathon runners, running on a tree-lined road.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Olympic marathon runners pass by on the road to Cormeilles in July 1924.
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                [image: A tennis player reaches out to swing their racket and hit a ball during a match.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The Frenchman Rene Lacoste takes on Vincent Richards, an American, in the men's singles quarterfinal on July 17, 1924.
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  We want to hear what you think about this article. Submit a letter to the editor or write to letters@theatlantic.com.
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        Two Years of Amazing Images From the James Webb Space Telescope
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            Last week marked the second anniversary of when the first images were released from NASA's James Webb Space Telescope (JWST). The telescope was launched in December 2021 and remains in orbit around a point in space about 1 million miles from Earth. In the past year, JWST has continued to fuel new discoveries, as well as returning more spectacular views of the universe around us. Gathered here is a collection of images from JWST's second year in space.


To receive an email notification every time new photo stories are published, sign up here.


        

        

        
        



    
 
    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: Long arms of swirling dust surround the center of a distant galaxy.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                JWST's observations of NGC 628, a face-on spiral galaxy, combine near- and mid-infrared light, and accentuate the glowing lanes and clouds of dust lying within its spiral arms.
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                [image: A view of the edge of a distant nebula, looking like a bright cloud in outer space]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The Horsehead Nebula, imaged by the NIRCam (Near-Infrared Camera) instrument on NASA's James Webb Space Telescope, featuring a portion of the "horse's mane" about 0.8 light-years wide. The ethereal clouds that appear blue at the bottom of the image are dominated by cold, molecular hydrogen. Red-colored wisps extending above the main nebula represent mainly atomic hydrogen gas. In this area, known as a photodissociation region, ultraviolet light from nearby young, massive stars creates a mostly neutral, warm area of gas and dust between the fully ionized gas above and the colder nebula below. As with many Webb images, distant galaxies are sprinkled in the background.
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                [image: A bright ringed planet, seen from its top, framed by the blackness of space and a smattering of distant galaxies.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This image from the JWST shows a spectacular bright view of the north pole, rings, and 14 of the 27 moons of the planet Uranus. Many of the light sources in the backdrop are much more distant galaxies. The reflected sunlight from Uranus took about two and a half hours to reach the Earth, compared with the millions or billions of years light has traveled from these background galaxies.
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                [image: A close view of the interior of a vast nebula, looking like the remnants of a gigantic explosion.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                JWST gazed at the Crab Nebula in the search for answers about the supernova remnant's origins. Webb's NIRCam and MIRI (Mid-Infrared Instrument) have revealed new details in infrared light. Similar to the Hubble optical wavelength image released in 2005, in Webb images the remnant appears to comprise a crisp, cagelike structure of fluffy red-orange filaments of gas that trace doubly ionized sulfur. Among the remnant's interior, yellow-white and green fluffy ridges form large-scale looping structures, which represent areas where dust particles reside.
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                [image: A broad view of many stars packed densely together together]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This image shows the irregular galaxy NGC 6822, as observed by the NIRCam mounted on JWST, revealing the galaxy's countless stars in incredible detail. Here, the dust and gas that pervade the galaxy are reduced to translucent red wisps, laying the stars bare for astronomical study.
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                [image: Telescopic view of interacting stars that throw off great glowing jets of material]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                JWST captured this image of a tightly bound pair of actively forming stars, known as Herbig-Haro 46/47, in high-resolution near-infrared light. Look for them at the center of the red diffraction spikes. The stars are buried deeply, appearing as an orange-white splotch. They are surrounded by a disk of gas and dust that continues to add to their mass. HH 46/47 is an important object to study because it is relatively young--only a few thousand years old. Stars take millions of years to fully form. Targets like this also give researchers insight into how stars gather mass over time, potentially allowing them to model how our own sun, a low-mass star, formed. The two-sided orange lobes were created by earlier ejections from these stars.
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                [image: Many galaxies, seen clustered together, with some distorted and stretched]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This view of galaxy cluster MACS 0416 was created by combining infrared observations from JWST with visible-light data from NASA's Hubble Space Telescope. This cluster magnifies the light from more distant background galaxies through gravitational lensing. As a result, the research team has been able to identify magnified supernovae and even very highly magnified individual stars.
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                [image: A telescopic view of two distant interacting galaxies, with one of them twisted into a shape that resembles the head and neck of a penguin]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The distorted spiral galaxy at center, the Penguin, and the compact elliptical galaxy at left, the Egg, are locked in an active embrace. A new near- and mid-infrared image from the James Webb Space Telescope was taken to mark its second year of science. The pair, known jointly as Arp 142, made its first pass between 25 and 75 million years ago--causing "fireworks," or new star formation, in the Penguin.
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                [image: A telescopic image, showing a distant quasar that has been distorted by the gravity of a closer galaxy, resembling a ring with three bright jewels.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This European Space Agency/Webb image features the gravitational lensing of the quasar known as RX J1131-1231, located roughly 6 billion light-years from Earth in the constellation Crater. It is considered one of the best lensed quasars discovered to date, as the foreground galaxy smears the image of the background quasar into a bright arc and creates four images of the object. Gravitational lensing, first predicted by Albert Einstein, offers a rare opportunity to study regions close to the black hole in distant quasars, by acting as a natural telescope and magnifying the light from these sources.
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                [image: A close view of a colorful nebula, showing many clouds of gas and dust]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The Serpens Nebula, located 1,300 light-years from Earth, is home to a particularly dense cluster of newly forming stars (about 100,000 years old), some of which will eventually grow to the mass of our sun.
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                [image: A view of dozens of galaxies, many of them distorted and smeared by gravitational lensing]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                The vast galaxy cluster SDSS J1226+2152 in the constellation Coma Berenices distorts the images of distant background galaxies into streaks and smears of light in this image from JWST. One of the most notable lensed galaxies in this rich field is named SGAS J12265.3+215220. In this image, it's the innermost lensed galaxy, just above and to the left of the central galaxy. This lies far beyond the foreground cluster in distance, giving us a view into the galaxy roughly 2 billion years after the Big Bang.
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                [image: Many stars clustered together, with a cyan-colored wispy cloud structure across the center]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This full view by JWST's NIRCam instrument reveals a 50-light-year-wide portion of the Milky Way's dense center. Hundreds of thousands of stars shine in this image of the Sagittarius C region, along with some as-yet-unidentified features. A vast region of ionized hydrogen, shown in cyan, wraps around an infrared-dark cloud, which is so dense that it blocks the light from distant stars behind it. Researchers note the surprising extent of the ionized region, covering about 25 light-years.
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                [image: An image of an irregularly-shaped galaxy, surrounded by wispy filaments, with many other galaxies in the background]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                JWST recently captured a spectacular view of the galaxy I Zwicky 18 (I Zw 18). The galaxy was first identified by the Swiss astronomer Fritz Zwicky in the 1930s and resides roughly 59 million light-years from Earth. This galaxy is typical of those that inhabited the early universe and it is classified as a dwarf irregular galaxy (much smaller than our Milky Way). Two major starburst regions are embedded in the heart of the galaxy. The wispy brown filaments surrounding the central starburst region are bubbles of gas that have been heated by stellar winds and intense ultraviolet radiation unleashed by hot, young stars.
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                [image: Many galaxies clustered together, and several stars, closer by]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This JWST image of a massive galaxy cluster called WHL0137-08 contains the most strongly magnified galaxy known in the universe's first billion years: the Sunrise Arc, and within that galaxy, the most distant star ever detected. The star, nicknamed Earendel, was first discovered by the NASA/ESA Hubble Space Telescope. Follow-up observations using Webb's NIRCam reveals the star to be a massive B-type star more than twice as hot as our sun, and about a million times more luminous. Here, the Sunrise Arc appears just below the diffraction spike at the 5-o'clock position. The fuzzier, white galaxies at the center of the image are part of the galaxy cluster bound together by gravity. The various redder, curved galaxies are background galaxies picked up by Webb's sensitive mirror.
                #
            

            
                
                
                NASA, ESA, CSA, STScI
                
            

        

        
        
        
    


    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: A view of a distant nebula, roughly spherical, made up of many filaments and clouds, looking like the remnants of an explosion.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This JWST image unveils intricate, newly discovered details of supernova remnant Cassiopeia A (Cas A), and shows the expanding shell of material slamming into the gas shed by the star before it exploded. The most noticeable colors are clumps of bright orange and light pink that make up the inner shell of the supernova remnant. These tiny knots of gas, comprising sulfur, oxygen, argon, and neon from the star itself, are detectable only by NIRCam's exquisite resolution, and give researchers a hint at how the dying star shattered like glass when it exploded. The outskirts of the main inner shell look like smoke from a campfire. This marks where ejected material from the exploded star is ramming into surrounding circumstellar material.
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                [image: A view of a distant nebula, resembling wispy cloud against a night sky, with a bright starburst shape at left center]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This JWST image shows an H II region in the Large Magellanic Cloud (LMC), a satellite galaxy of our Milky Way. This nebula, known as N79, is a region of interstellar atomic hydrogen that is ionized. N79 is a massive star-forming complex spanning roughly 1,630 light-years in the generally unexplored southwest region of the LMC. This particular image centers on one of the three giant molecular cloud complexes, dubbed N79 South. The distinct "starburst" pattern surrounding this bright object is a series of diffraction spikes.
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            	35 Photos

            	In Focus

        


        
            A stegosaurus fossil up for auction in New York, a newborn pangolin at the Prague Zoo, a Volleyball on Water tournament in Slovenia, a lightsaber training session in Mexico City, a scene from this year's Tour de France, and much more
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                [image: A polar bear rests on a pile of ice cubes.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A polar bear rests on ice cubes that were brought to its enclosure during a heat wave at the Prague Zoo, in Prague, Czech Republic, on July 10, 2024.
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                [image: Water flows off the edge of a glacier, splashing into the sea.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Water flows off the edge of the Brasvellbreen glacier in Nordaustlandet, Svalbard, on July 7, 2024.
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                [image: A person and a bull both splash into water.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A participant and a bull jump into the water during the traditional "Bous a la mar" ("Bull in the sea") running of the bulls in Denia's harbor, near Alicante, Spain, on July 9, 2024.
                #
            

            
                
                
                Jose Jordan / AFP / Getty
                
            

        

        
        
        
    


    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: Many people run alongside and in front of half a dozen running bulls on a cobblestone street.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                People take part in the running of the bulls during the San Fermin festival on July 10, 2024, in Pamplona, Spain.
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                [image: A group of professional cyclists races in the French countryside.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Tadej Pogacar, wearing the overall leader's yellow jersey, looks back as he cycles ahead of a group of riders during the ninth stage of the 2024 Tour de France cycling race, departing and finishing in Troyes, France, on July 7, 2024.
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                [image: A line of people wearing identical costumes and carrying paper umbrellas walk on a boardwalk through an expanse of lotus plants.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                People walk with oil-paper umbrellas on a path over a lotus pond in Rugao, Jiangsu province, China, on July 8, 2024.
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                [image: A damselfly perches on a leaf.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A damselfly perches on a leaf at the Toronto Botanical Garden, in Ontario, Canada, on July 9, 2024.
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                [image: A field of sunflowers]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A sunflower field, photographed on a sunny summer day in Turkey's Tekirdag on July 8, 2024
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                [image: A front view of a combine harvester harvesting grain in the evening]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A combine harvester operates in a field near Frankfurt am Main, Germany, in the late evening, on July 10, 2024.
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                [image: A man looks at a statue of the Greek god Poseidon on a beach on a stormy day.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A man looks at a statue of the Greek god Poseidon during the passage of tropical storm Beryl in Progreso, on the Yucatan Peninsula, Mexico, on July 5, 2024.
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                [image: A crowd of people demonstrates around and on a tall statue in a city square.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                People gather in front of Le Monument a la Republique during an election-night rally at Republique Square following the first results of the second round of France's legislative election, in Paris, on July 7, 2024.
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                [image: A crowd of soccer fans erupts with joy, raising their arms and tossing many beers.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                England fans celebrate after Harry Kane of England leveled the score at 1-1 during the UEFA EURO 2024 semifinals match between England and the Netherlands at Boxpark Croydon on July 10, 2024, in London, England.
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                [image: A blurred image of many shirtless men standing side by side with their hands raised]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Shiite Muslims take part in a mourning ritual in Iraq's southern city of Basra late on July 7, 2024, on the first night of the Muslim month of Muharram in the lead-up to Ashura. Ashura is a 10-day mourning period commemorating the seventh-century killing of Prophet Mohammed's grandson Imam Hussein.
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                [image: More than a dozen people stand side by side near a wall, holding glowing lightsaber replicas.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Members of the Jedi Knight Academy hold lightsabers during a training session at a park in Mexico City on July 6, 2024. Members of JKAMX, a community of Star Wars enthusiasts who train in swordsmanship using lightsabers, undergo exams and tournaments to advance in ranks to become Jedi Master swordsmen. Their sport has now spread to various Mexican states and has been recognized by the Mexican Sport Confederation and the National Commission of Sport.
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                [image: A person looks toward the camera while holding a large Pride flag above their head.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A reveler takes part in a Gay Pride march in Caracas, Venezuela, on July 7, 2024.
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                [image: A crowd of people watch and take video as a very tall stack of wooden pallets goes up in flames.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                People take pictures of the Corcrain Redmanville bonfire as it is set alight on the Eleventh Night to usher in Twelfth of July celebrations, held by unionists, in Portadown, Northern Ireland, on July 10, 2024. Loyalists lit bonfires across Northern Ireland as part of a tradition to mark the anniversary of Protestant King William's victory over the Catholic King James at the Battle of the Boyne in 1690.
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                [image: A firefighting helicopter passes in front of the sun.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A firefighting helicopter passes in front of the sun as the Lake Fire burns in Los Padres National Forest, near Los Olivos, California, on July 6, 2024. The wildfire in Santa Barbara County has scorched more than 13,000 acres amid a long-duration heat wave affecting much of California.
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                [image: The burning interior of a building framed by a window]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A building burns in Chasiv Yar, Ukraine, on July 6, 2024, during heavy fighting amid Russia's ongoing invasion of Ukraine.
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                [image: Many rescue workers stand atop and near rubble around a partially collapsed building.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Emergency-and-rescue personnel along with medics and others clear the rubble of a destroyed building of the Ohmatdyt Children's Hospital, following a Russian missile attack in the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv on July 8, 2024. Russia launched more than 40 missiles at several cities across Ukraine on July 8, in an attack that killed at least 20 people, officials said.
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                [image: Three fisherman stand at the end of a jetty, surrounded by splashing water and churning waves. A sign at the entrance to the jetty reads "Jetty Closed: Dangerous Conditions."]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Fishermen from Orange Grove fish off the Packery Channel Jetty amid large swells from Tropical Storm Beryl in Corpus Christi, Texas, on July 7, 2024.
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                [image: An aerial view of a broad stretch of flooded farmland]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Flooded villages and farmland are seen after a breach in the embankment on the shore of Dongting lake in Huarong county, in China's Hunan province, on July 6, 2024. The breach occurred on July 5, inundating farmland and forcing nearly 6,000 people to evacuate from nearby areas.
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                [image: Two 2-person teams play a game of volleyball on a partially-submerged court located on the surface of a river.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                People play volleyball as Slovenia's capital, Ljubljana, hosts an international Volleyball on Water tournament, in which teams compete on a floating and partially submerged court in the city's Ljubljanica river, on July 6, 2024.
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                [image: An interior review of a brightly lit modern library, looking down into a broad atrium several stories high.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                An interior view of the Stuttgart City Library, in Stuttgart, Germany, photographed June 28, 2024. Photo released on July 9, 2024.
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                [image: Workers in small boats tend to plants growing in many floating beds, arranged in long rows.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Agricultural workers tend to water spinach growing on floating beds in Chun'an county, Zhejiang province, China, on July 9, 2024.
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                [image: An ancient gold pagoda towers above surrounding trees.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A view of the Dhammayazaka Pagoda in Bagan, in Myanmar's central Mandalay region, photographed on July 7, 2024
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                [image: A small ancient town set on a flat hilltop with a long footpath leading up to it]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A view of the hill town of Civita di Bagnoregio, in Italy's Bagnoregio commune, photographed on July 6, 2024
                #
            

            
                
                
                Antonio Masiello / Getty
                
            

        

        
        
        
    


    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: A horse walks in a field with a barn and silo in the background.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A horse walks through a field in Ewing, Kentucky, on July 9, 2024.
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                [image: A sea lion yawns while sitting on a beach.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A sea lion yawns on Sandfly Bay beach, in the Otago peninsula, on the outskirts of Dunedin, New Zealand, on July 6, 2024.
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                [image: A baby pangolin is weighed on a small scale.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A newborn Chinese pangolin is weighed at the Prague Zoo, in the Czech Republic, on July 10, 2024.
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                [image: The head and neck of a reconstructed fossil stegosaurus skeleton.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This 150-million-year-old fossil of a stegosaurus is displayed at Sotheby's in New York on July 10, 2024. The fossil, dubbed "Apex," is expected to fetch between $4 million and $6 million at auction on July 17, 2024, making it one of the most expensive fossils ever sold.
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                [image: A person rides on the back of a bucking horse during a rodeo.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Brody Wells rides the horse Flashed Watts in the saddle-bronc event at the Calgary Stampede in Calgary, Alberta, on July 8, 2024.
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                [image: A shirtless visitor poses in front of a sign reading 132 degrees Fahrenheit and 55 degrees Celsius.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A visitor poses in front of a thermometer reading 132 degrees Fahrenheit and 55 degrees Celsius at the Visitor Center in Death Valley National Park, near Furnace Creek, during a heat wave, on July 7, 2024. The temperature displayed on the sign can sometimes be inaccurate--the official high temperature for the day in Death Valley, according to the National Weather Service, was 129 degrees Fahrenheit. Be sure to read this week's story "I Went to Death Valley to Experience 129 Degrees," by Ross Andersen.
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                [image: A person rides on their belly on a sled down a snow-covered hill.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A woman sleds down a snowy embankment after an unusually heavy snowfall in the mountains around the Bo-Swaarmoed Pass, near Ceres, South Africa, on July 8, 2024. Two cold fronts hit South Africa in the preceding two days, resulting in snowfall in the Western Cape.
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                [image: Two politicians stand side by side, one of them wearing a full head covering decorated with an image of baked beans.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Conservative candidate Jacob Rees-Mogg stands next to Barmy Brunch from the Official Monster Raving Loony Party during the declaration for the North East Somerset constituency at the University of Bath campus, on July 5, 2024, in Bath, England. Rees-Mogg lost his seat in the election.
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                [image: A goat reaches up to chew on a sign that reads "Don't feed the goats."]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A goat chews on a sign on the second day of the 165th Great Yorkshire Show, on July 10, 2024, in Harrogate, England.
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        Yadnya Kasada: A Volcanic Ritual in Indonesia

        
            	Alan Taylor

            	July 11, 2024

            	20 Photos

            	In Focus

        


        
            The Yadnya Kasada festival is a month-long event that for centuries has been celebrated by the Hindu Tenggerese people, an ethnic group in Eastern Java, Indonesia. A part of the festival involves worshippers carrying offerings up the slope of Mount Bromo, an active volcano, and throwing them into its crater as sacrifices, praying for blessings from the gods. Offerings of money, rice, fruits, vegetables, flowers, and livestock are tossed toward the caldera from the rim of the crater--with many being caught or later retrieved by villagers who wait just below with nets on long poles. Gathered here are images of this ceremony from recent years.


To receive an email notification every time new photo stories are published, sign up here.


        

        

        
        



    
 
    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: People climb a steep staircase up the side of a mountain, with a volcano in the background.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Tenggerese Hindu worshippers carry offerings up the side of Mount Bromo during the Yadnya Kasada festival on July 7, 2020, in Probolinggo, Indonesia.
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                [image: A person wearing a mask carries a pair of baskets, connected by a pole, on their shoulder.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A Tenggerese Hindu worshipper carries his offerings along the crater of Mount Bromo, during the Yadnya Kasada festival on June 22, 2024.
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                [image: A crowd of worshippers gathers on the lip of a volcanic crater at dawn.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Hindu devotees and visitors make their way to the top of Mount Bromo at dawn during the Yadnya Kasada festival on July 7, 2020.
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                [image: A crowd stands near the edge of a volcanic crater, as one tosses something into the crater.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Worshippers present offerings at the crater's edge of the Mount Bromo volcano on June 16, 2022.
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                [image: Several nets on long poles reach toward a chicken that has been tossed in the air.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Villagers use nets to catch offerings thrown by worshippers into the crater of Mount Bromo on June 22, 2024.
                #
            

            
                
                
                Juni Kriswanto / AFP / Getty
                
            

        

        
        
        
    


    
    
    	

        
            
                
                
                
                
                
                
                [image: People stand just inside a steep volcanic crater, holding nets at the end of long poles.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Villagers use nets to try to catch offerings thrown into the crater of Mount Bromo on June 22, 2024.
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                [image: A long line of people walk up a steep staircase on the slope of a volcano.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Tenggerese worshippers climb up Mount Bromo during the Yadnya Kasada ritual on June 26, 2021, in Probolinggo, Java, Indonesia.
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                [image: A worshipper carries a goat along the edge of a volcanic crater.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A worshipper carries a goat as an offering during the Yadnya Kasada ritual on June 22, 2024.
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                [image: A person prays while standing on the edge of a volcanic crater.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A Hindu devotee prays along the crater of Mount Bromo during Yadnya Kasada on June 30, 2018.
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                [image: A person pushes a goat toward the edge of a volcanic crater, while others wait, just below, to catch the goat.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A worshipper pushes a goat into the crater as an offering on July 7, 2020.
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                [image: Several people walk along a steep slope, carrying or leading goats.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Villagers carry goats caught after being pushed into the crater by Tenggerese worshippers on July 7, 2020.
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                [image: Five goats stand beside a small structure, tethered to the wall.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Goats, offerings caught by villagers, are tethered at the foot of Mount Bromo on July 18, 2019, in Probolinggo.
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                [image: People walk through a foggy valley.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Tenggerese worshippers walk through Mount Bromo valley during the Yadnya Kasada ritual on June 26, 2021.
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                [image: A small crowd of people prays just inside the mouth of a cave.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Tenggerese Hindu worshippers take part in Mendhak Tirta, a purification ritual to collect holy water from Widodaren cave, ahead of the Yadnya Kasada festival in Bromo Tengger Semeru National Park on June 19, 2024.
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                [image: People climb a steep staircase up a mountainside, one carrying two chickens.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Worshippers gather to present offerings at the crater's edge on June 22, 2024.
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                [image: A distant view of many people standing along the rim of a volcanic crater, with steam rising in the background.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                Worshippers gather to present offerings at the crater's edge of the active Mount Bromo volcano in Probolinggo, East Java, on June 5, 2023.
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                [image: A person wearing a hat and balaclava sits on the edge of a volcanic crater, holding a net on a pole.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                An Indonesian man sits ready with a net used to catch offerings thrown into the crater by Tenggerese worshippers on June 26, 2021.
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                [image: A person carries a sheep over their shoulders, with a mountain in the background.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                A worshipper carries an offering up the slope of Mount Bromo during the Yadnya Kasada ritual on June 22, 2024.
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                [image: An aerial view of many people standing on the rim of a volcanic crater.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                This aerial picture shows worshippers gathering to present offerings at the crater's edge on June 5, 2023.
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                [image: People stand just inside a volcanic crater, holding long nets, trying to catch offerings being tossed in.]
            

            

            
        


        
            
                People try to catch offerings thrown by worshippers into the crater of the active Mount Bromo volcano on June 26, 2021.
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  We want to hear what you think about this article. Submit a letter to the editor or write to letters@theatlantic.com.
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