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        Myanmar rebels seize key town in major defeat for junta
        A rebel army in Myanmar said on Thursday it had seized control of a major regional military headquarters near the border with China, in what could be the biggest recent defeat for a ruling junta that is battling to contain a widening revolt.

      

      
        Paris ready for 'crazy' Olympics opening ceremony
        PARIS - When early proponents of hosting an unprecedented Olympics opening ceremony along the river Seine first pitched the idea to the then-head of Paris police, he was dead-set against it.

      

      
        Khon Kaen man bitten to death by American bully dogs
        KHON KAEN: A 70-year-old man died after being attacked by three American bully dogs in front of a house in Phu Wiang district of this northeastern province.

      

      
        New arrest in passports-for-sale case
        The husband of the woman who commissioned a controversial Chinese-language billboard advertising foreign passports for sale in Bangkok was arrested at Don Mueang airport on Wednesday as he is wanted on a warrant issued in China.

      

      
        Giant cruise ship's arrival at Phuket port a milestone
        Phuket welcomed the Genting Dream cruise ship to its deep seaport on Wednesday, marking a milestone for marine tourism development on the island.

      

      
        Chalerm vows to act solo if Pheu Thai won't let him go
        Veteran politician Chalerm Ubumrung has vowed to act independently in keeping the Pheu Thai Party in check after it repeatedly refused to expel him.

      

      
        Snoop Dogg to learn new tricks in Paris Olympics coverage
        American rapper Snoop Dogg said he is ready to learn "some new tricks" when he collaborates with Gen Z social media influencers to showcase the Paris Olympics to a younger generation.

      

      
        Nepal plane crash victims' kin demand answers
        KATHMANDU - Relatives of the 18 people who died in an airplane crash in Nepal say they have yet to hear from the government or the airline on the possible cause of the disaster.

      

      
        Activist lawyer gets another 4 years for lese-majeste
        The activist and human rights lawyer Arnon Nampa was sentenced on Thursday to another four years in prison for lese-majeste and violations of the Computer Crime Act, according to Thai Lawyers for Human Rights (TLHR).

      

      
        Pitch invasion mars Olympic football opener
        PARIS - Paris Olympics organisers are looking into what led to a pitch invasion during the opening match of the Olympic football tournament between Argentina and Morocco.
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                  Myanmar rebels seize key town in major defeat for junta                

                Border town of Lashio in Shan state a key regional headquarters for beleaguered military
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                                A rebel army in Myanmar said on Thursday it had seized control of a major regional military headquarters near the border with China, in what could be the biggest recent defeat for a ruling junta that is battling to contain a widening revolt.
The Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) said it had taken the strategic city of Lashio in northern Shan State, about 120 kilometres from the Chinese border, after 23 days of fighting with government troops.

"Our army has won a decisive victory and is now clearing out the remaining enemy troops. The city is now declared completely liberated," it said in a statement shared on social media, urging the public to remain calm and comply with its administration of the city.

Reuters could not independently verify the group's claim and a spokesperson for Myanmar's junta did not respond to calls seeking comment.

The MNDAA is among several ethnic minority rebel groups fighting to repel the military from what they consider their territories, in a loose alliance with an armed resistance movement that has waged a nationwide campaign to undermine the junta's rule.

The conflict has morphed into a civil war that represents one of the biggest challenges to Myanmar's well-equipped military in its combined five decades of rule. More than 2.6 million people are displaced, according to the United Nations.

The military, which seized back power in 2021 after a decade of tentative democracy, has been stretched by fighting on multiple fronts across the country of 53 million people, hampering its ability to govern and manage a crippled economy.

The junta has described its opponents as "terrorists" seeking to destabilise the country.

The MNDAA launched its latest offensive after the recent collapse of a ceasefire brokered by China, which has been concerned about fighting at its border and its impact on trade.

China's foreign ministry on Thursday urged all sides to cease hostilities, enter into dialogue and ensure Chinese businesses and nationals were unharmed.

"We will continue to encourage peace and push for talks," spokesperson Mao Ning told a regular briefing.

THe online news outlet Myanmar Now quoted the commander of another armed group fighting alongside the MNDAA as confirming the capture of the regional command headquarters at Lashio.

According to an analysis earlier this year by the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar, the junta no longer has effective control of Myanmar, having lost authority over townships covering 86% of the country and two-thirds of the population.


	Related: Thailand task force will try to block Myanmar arms deals
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                  Paris ready for 'crazy' Olympics opening ceremony                

                Floating parade along the Seine promises to be unlike anything ever done before
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                                PARIS - When early proponents of hosting an unprecedented Olympics opening ceremony along the river Seine first pitched the idea to the then-head of Paris police, he was dead-set against it.
"It's madness," Didier Lallement said in 2021, according to two sources, citing the vast logistical and security challenges of throwing such an ambitious event in a city still marked by a series of 2015 Islamist attacks that killed 130 people. 

With the spectacular floating parade due to set off along the Seine on Friday evening, President Emmanuel Macron will hope Lallement's doubts prove ill-founded.

"At the beginning, it seemed to be a crazy and not very serious idea," Macron told foreign reporters at the Elysee palace this week. "But we decided it was the right moment to deliver this crazy idea and make it real."

France has rolled out its biggest ever security operation to safeguard the Games and its blockbuster opening ceremony. Officials say there is no direct threat to the Games, but say they have so far foiled two suspected attacks.

The ceremony is scheduled to begin at 7.30pm local time (12.30am Thailand time) and run for three and a half hours.

Up to three billion people are expected to tune in for the opening ceremony, in which athletes will sail five kilometres down the Seine against one of the world's most stunning backdrops.

Organisers have largely kept their plans for the ceremony under wraps, but Thomas Jolly, the artistic director for the event, spoke this week of "a large fresco" celebrating "the relationship that Paris and France maintains with the world".

Lallement's office, the General Secretariat for the Sea where he now works, did not immediately respond to a request for comment.

Whether France pulls it off remains to be seen. But just getting every one on board with the idea pitched by Paris 2024 chief Tony Estanguet to Macron in 2019 was a major battle.

The seed of the idea came to Estanguet, a three-time Olympics canoeing champion, after he witnessed the opening ceremony of the 2018 Youth Olympics, which was held in the streets of Buenos Aires and attended by more than 200,000 people, his advisers said.

Estanguet wanted to "throw away the rule book" for Paris 2024, they said. So he tasked Paris 2024 executive director Thierry Reboul, a former Air France advertising chief now in charge of the Olympic ceremony, with finding an original idea.

Inspiration struck in 2019, when Reboul was strolling along the Seine -- the opening ceremony would take place on the river.

Paris Mayor Anne Hidalgo told Reuters she was keen from the start. But not everyone agreed. Aside from Lallement, police unions were also against the high-risk river ceremony, union officials said.

However, Macron was immediately seduced by the idea, and pushed sceptical police and intelligence officials to make it happen, sources close to the president said.

"I don't want to know what you think, I want to know how we can do it'," a source close to Macron recalled him saying.

Macron pledged to give police more headcount to secure the event. He also commissioned a confidential "feasibility report" which in 2021 concluded the Seine ceremony was possible under certain conditions, with fewer spectators and more police.

Macron made the announcement public in late 2021 to ensure there would be no going back, the source close to him said, but has said there are back-up plans if the event can't proceed.

No stone left unturned

Many foreign delegations expressed scepticism, and at one point some even threatened to cancel their attendance, another French source with knowledge of the matter said.

"They were told no stone would be left unturned," the source said, adding that French authorities decided to be "overzealous" by deploying 45,000 police to secure the event, more than triple what is used for a regular Bastille Day celebration in the whole Paris region.

"It's huge, but it's the little exaggeration that was needed so we're secure and confident, and we have clearly reassured the 200 delegations that gave their green light," the source said.

In the end, thousands of manholes were wielded shut on the route, cellars and Airbnb rentals along the river were searched, and even the catacombs were checked, Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin said this week.

Macron threw one final curveball with his decision to dissolve parliament less than two months before the opening ceremony. The resulting election has yielded a caretaker government, but officials say planning is unchanged.

Mayor Hidalgo, a Socialist who rarely has a kind word for Macron's pro-business government, had to work hand in hand with Darmanin, a conservative, to make the ceremony happen.

"I told him: 'We succeed together, or we fail together,'" she told Reuters.


	Related: Thais keen to put on a better Olympics show
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                  Khon Kaen man bitten to death by American bully dogs                

                Neighbour raising three of the dogs said she had closed her gate but not locked it
              

                                  
                    
                      [image: Three American bully dogs, aged from 1 to 3 years, are seen in their cages at a house in Khon Kaen. The animals attacked a 70-year-old man, who sustained serious bite injuries and died shortly afterward on Wednesday night. (Photo: Chakkrapan Natanri)]
                                              
                          Three American bully dogs, aged from 1 to 3 years, are seen in their cages at a house in Khon Kaen. The animals attacked a 70-year-old man, who sustained serious bite injuries and died shortly afterward on Wednesday night. (Photo: Chakkrapan Natanri)                        

                                          

                  

                                KHON KAEN: A 70-year-old man died after being attacked by three American bully dogs in front of a house in Phu Wiang district of this northeastern province.
Lek Seepak, of Khor village Moo 1 in tambon Kud Khon Kaen, was mauled by the three dogs owned by a couple living in the same village on Wednesday night. He died shortly afterward.

His son Prasert Seepak, 33, was working in Chon Buri when a relative called him on Wednesday night to say his father was seriously injured and was being taken to hospital.

Half an hour later, the relative called again to say that Lek had succumbed to his injuries. Mr Prasert arrived at Khon Kaen University's Srinagarind Hospital in Muang district on Thursday to take the body of his father for funeral rites.

"I am shocked by this incident," he said. "My father normally took a stroll around the village, but on Wednesday night I didn't know how he had come to be attacked by the dogs.

"I just learned that he was going to collect money from neighbours who had bought his frogs and he was mauled. I haven't talked yet with the dogs' owners, who are school teachers."

The three American bully dogs are owned by Sakon Krongyut, 49, and his wife Saowanee, 46, who live in the same village.

Local leader Suthirak Duangtanoi on Thursday went to the couple's house to ask about the incident. He told them to put up warning signs in front of the house to make other people aware that there were potentially dangerous dogs inside.

Ms Saowanee said she had raised three American bully dogs, two aged 3 and the other one aged 1 year old. There were cages for the dogs.

She said the attack occurred while she was going out to buy goods at a local shop. Before leaving the house, she closed the gate, but did not lock it.

On returning to the house, she saw the victim being attacked by her dogs. He was bitten in the head and face. His bicycle lay on the road in front of her house and there were blood stains on the road, she said.

She immediately put the dogs into their cages and alerted a medic team to help the victim, who was crying with pain.

The woman said her dogs had never attacked people before and she had raised them in the compound of her house. She said she would hold talks with family of the deceased about funeral expenses and compensation payments.

Controversial breed

The American bully is a modern breed of dog that was developed as a companion dog, and recognised as a breed in 2004 by the American Bully Kennel Club.

The breed is known for having a powerful bite force, on par with a Rottweiler but greater than that of a pitbull. There are four types of American bully dogs, with the XL being the largest and most muscular.

Th XL bully has been particularly controversial. A ban was ordered last year in England and Wales after a string of high-profile maulings and a public outcry, and it took effect in January this year.

Ireland is also banning the XL bully following a fatal attack on a woman and the mauling of nine-year-old boy that left him with serious facial injuries, a minister said this month.

From Oct 1, it will be illegal to import, breed or re-sell the XL bully breed in Ireland. Current owners will be required to neuter their dogs to obtain a certificate of exemption in order to keep them.

[image: A reporter points to the area in front of the house in Khon Kaen, where a 70-year-old man was attacked by three American bully dogs and later died. Looking on at right is owner Saowanee Krongyut. The victim's bicycle was found in front of the house. (Photo: Chakkrapan Natanri)]
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                  New arrest in passports-for-sale case                

                Husband of Chinese woman who arranged for giant advertising billboard arrested at airport
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                                The husband of the woman who commissioned a controversial Chinese-language billboard advertising foreign passports for sale in Bangkok was arrested at Don Mueang airport on Wednesday as he is wanted on a warrant issued in China.
Qin Ling, 33, had been in the Immigration Bureau's surveillance system after an arrest warrant was issued by Chinese authorities for ID card fraud, said Pol Lt Gen Itthipol Itthisaranachai, the bureau chief.

Mr Qin's permit to stay in the kingdom had also been revoked and the bureau is planning to extradite him, Pol Lt Gen Itthipol added.

An investigation showed Mr Qin is the husband of Xu Na, 35, who was arrested on Tuesday in connection with the billboard that had drawn considerable attention in Huai Khwang district of the capital.

The billboard advertising 30-day service for those wanting a foreign passport or citizenship was spotted over the weekend and caused a major uproar online. Investigators found that one of the numbers displayed on it was Mr Qin's mobile phone number.

Ms Xu was sent to Bangkok North Municipal Court on Wednesday. She was accused of working without a permit and is expected to be ordered to serve four months in detention, pay a 5,000-baht fine, and be added to the immigration blacklist.
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                  Giant cruise ship's arrival at Phuket port a milestone                

                Deep seaport ready to handle more vessels like Genting Dream, boosting marine tourism
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                                Phuket welcomed the Genting Dream cruise ship to its deep seaport on Wednesday, marking a milestone for marine tourism development on the island.
Local authorities carried out inspections upon the ship's arrival at the port in Muang district and found no dangerous items and no diseases among the passengers, said Phuket deputy governor Adul Chuthong.

The Genting Dream, with an internal volume of 150,695 gross tonnage, can accommodate 3,600 passengers.

Departing from Singapore, the vessel normally arrives in Phuket twice a month and stays for 24 hours, Mr Adul said.

It is the first large cruise ship to anchor at the deep seaport. In the past, the vessel needed to anchor at sea and rely on service boats to transfer passengers to and from shore.

Its arrival at the port showed the island had an opportunity to welcome more large cruises in the future through its Marina Hub development policy, said Mr Adul.

The cruise business has tripled since before the Covid-19 pandemic, with at least 17 cruises now calling on Phuket each month, said Natchapong Pranit, director of the Regional Marine Office for the province.

He expressed confidence in the Marine Department's plan to elevate the deep seaport into a new cruise terminal in the region, boosting the growth of the cruise business.

Michael Goh, president of Resorts World Cruises, the cruise operator, said the company had worked with local pilots for more than six months to plan and ensure the boat's arrival at the port went smoothly.

The arrival of the Genting Dream would help stimulate the marine tourism industry not only in Phuket but also in Thailand as a whole, he said.

"We thank the Marine Department and the local authorities for working on the cruise arrival," Mr Goh added.
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                  Chalerm vows to act solo if Pheu Thai won't let him go                

                Unhappy veteran politician also threatens to spill 'secrets' about Pheu Thai patriarch Thaksin Shinawatra
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                                Veteran politician Chalerm Ubumrung has vowed to act independently in keeping the Pheu Thai Party in check after it repeatedly refused to expel him.
The Pheu Thai list-MP made the pledge after a falling-out with the party that heads the government coalition. Mr Chalerm says he's also had enough of the Shinawatra family, especially patriarch Thaksin.

Thaksin's daughter Paetongtarn, the Pheu Thai leader, on Wednesday deleted Mr Chalerm from the Line group used by party MPs for sending messages that made them feel "uncomfortable".

The trouble began when Mr Chalerm and his son, former MP Wan Ubumrung, attended a gathering hosted by a rival candidate to Pheu Thai in a Pathum Thani local election on June 30.

Some Pheu Thai members accused Mr Wan of "fraternising" with the enemy, despite his protestations that he was just visiting with an old family friend. He has since defected to the coalition Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) led by Gen Prawit Wongsuwon.

Mr Chalerm wants to do the same and has called on Pheu Thai to expel him so he can retain his MP seat when he moves. However, Ms Paetongtarn says the party has no intention of purging Mr Chalerm.

She defended her decision to remove the 77-year-old former police captain from the party Line group.

"The Line group chatroom is supposed to be mainly for communicating work-related appointments to MPs," she said.

"We thought it best to drop Mr Chalerm from the chatroom's list of members," she said, adding that party did not wish to see the spat dramatised.

"We stand ready to explain that we genuinely want the issue to be laid to rest once and for all," the Pheu Thai leader said.

Ms Paetongtarn said she would no longer respond to reporters' questions about the issue.

Along with his call to be expelled from Pheu Thai, Mr Chalerm has threatened to spill the beans about secrets pertaining to Thaksin, Ms Paetongtarn's father, who is believed to be the de facto leader of Pheu Thai.

Mr Chalerm claims only he knows of these secrets.

If Pheu Thai continues ignoring his demand to be purged, Mr Chalerm said he would have no choice but to adopt a new role as an independent MP who will be critical of his own party, especially in House debates.

On Wednesday, Mr Chalerm claimed he had "taken care of" several legal cases for Thaksin while the latter was living in a self-imposed exile overseas.

Thaksin fled the country in 2008, shortly before he was convicted by the Supreme Court for abusing his power while serving as prime minister, in connection with the sale of prime land by a state agency to his then-wife for a low price.

"Between me and Thaksin we owe each other absolutely nothing. But it would be fun if we could have a face-to-face debate," Mr Chalerm said during a press conference on Wednesday at his lavish home in Bang Bon district of Bangkok.

Mr Chalerm, an exceedingly wealthy former police captain, has been in politics for more than four decades and has held senior positions in numerous governments, including deputy prime minister under Yingluck Shinawatra.

Bang Bon has long been the Ubumrung family's political fiefdom, but when Mr Wan ran for election in May last year, Move Forward newcomer Rukchanok Srinork trounced him by more than 20,000 votes.

Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai declined to comment on Mr Chalerm's latest move, saying he wished the media would stop fussing over the matter.

[image: Chalerm Ubumrung, never shy about showing off his wealth, is seen stepping out of a pink Bentley in 2012. (Photo: Apichart Jinakul)]
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									Snoop Dogg to learn new tricks in Paris Olympics coverage

									
								

								American rapper Snoop Dogg said he is ready to learn "some new tricks" when he collaborates with Gen Z social media influencers to showcase the Paris Olympics to a younger generation.
								The 52-year-old hip hop legend-turned special correspondent for NBCUniversal has become a cornerstone of the media company's effort to energise its coverage of the Games and inject pop culture and celebrity into the US broadcast.

He will explore Paris landmarks, attend competitions and provide regular reports during the network's prime-time coverage.

"I have a house full of Gen Z," Snoop said during a press briefing, referring to his children and grandchildren. "I love getting on the same page with them. I'm an old dog who can learn new tricks."

NBCUniversal is sending 27 influencers to the Olympics to film their own content for platforms including Snapchat, TikTok and YouTube to reach young fans who have grown up consuming content on their phones.

Snoop said viewers will see him embed with Team USA athletes, try out the sports himself and highlight athletes' personal stories.

"It's going to be a little more insightful, because I've spent time with these athletes and some of their families as well," he said.

The rapper will also be among the torchbearers to carry the Olympic flame in its final stretch before the opening ceremony on Friday.

"I look at this as a prestigious opportunity. I'll be on my best behaviour," Snoop said.
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                  Nepal plane crash victims' kin demand answers                

                Airline accused of 'hiding' from families of employees who perished
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                                KATHMANDU - Relatives of the 18 people who died in an airplane crash in Nepal say they have yet to hear from the government or the airline on the possible cause of the disaster.
The small jet went down during take-off at the airport in Kathmandu, the capital, on Wednesday.

The incident has cast a spotlight on the mountainous, landlocked nation's poor record air safety record, with almost 360 people killed since 2000 in plane and helicopter crashes.

The 50-seater CRJ-200 aircraft that crashed this week was operated by Saurya Airlines, and was ferrying 15 technicians, two crew and two members of a technician's family to the central city of Pokhara, where it was scheduled for regular maintenance.

Only the captain survived after the plane crashed in a field beside the runway and caught fire.

"Nobody has contacted us," said Krishna Bahadur Magar, a relative of Nava Raj Ale who was a ground handler at Saurya and died in the crash.

"Our relative was a member of the Saurya Airlines family," Magar said. "Why is the airline now behaving as if they don't care about him?"

Magar was among the dozens who crowded into a narrow alley outside the forensic unit of Tribhuvan University Teaching Hospital on Thursday, waiting for authorities to release the bodies of the dead.

Some said doctors had told them they would not receive the remains of loved ones before Saturday, while those bodies charred beyond recognition would require DNA tests to be identified, a process that could take two weeks.

The victims' families felt as if Saurya officials were "deliberately hiding" from them, said Jageswar Giri, whose brother-in-law, Uddhab Puri, died in the crash.

"We want to know what technical problems the aircraft was facing, why so many people were on it yesterday, and why it was decided that maintenance work would be done in Pokhara instead of Kathmandu where the plane was grounded," he said.

Officials from the Civil Aviation Authority of Nepal (CAAN) have said the plane was being sent to Pokhara because its new airport was equipped with aircraft maintenance hangars.

Responding to the families' questions, the regulator said it was the airline's responsibility to co-ordinate with them.

"It was not a passenger flight," said CAAN spokesperson Gyanendra Bhul. "Saurya Airlines has officially said all people on board the plane were their staff, so they should co-ordinate with the family members."

The airline did not respond to telephone calls and messages from Reuters seeking comment.

A government panel set up on Wednesday to investigate the crash will submit a report within 45 days.

Nepal's worst crash took place in 1992, when a Pakistan International Airlines Airbus crashed into a hillside while approaching Kathmandu, killing 167 people. Just two months earlier, a Thai Airways aircraft had crashed near the same airport, killing 113 people.

Last January, 72 people died when a Yeti Airlines plane crashed just before landing in Pokhara.

.
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                  Activist lawyer gets another 4 years for lese-majeste                

                Sentences against Arnon Nampa now total 14 years, with 10 more cases pending
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                                The activist and human rights lawyer Arnon Nampa was sentenced on Thursday to another four years in prison for lese-majeste and violations of the Computer Crime Act, according to Thai Lawyers for Human Rights (TLHR).
The ruling follows three earlier convictions and brings to 14 years the amount of time Arnon must serve, with 10 more cases still pending. Sentences for royal defamation under Section 112 of the Criminal Code are consecutive and not concurrent.

Arnon, 39, has been detained at Bangkok Remand Prison since he was sentenced in the first case against him on Sept 26 last year. Several bail applications have been denied.

On Thursday the Criminal Court sentenced him to 6 years in jail for two social media posts between January and April 2021. The sentence was later reduced to 4 years because the court said he gave useful cooperation, according to his lawyers.

Arnon was sentenced in April this year to two years and 20 days and fined 100 baht for insulting the monarchy, violating an emergency decree and other charges. The ruling related to a Harry Potter-themed rally held outside the Bangkok Arts and Culture Centre in August 2021.

He was already serving eight years in prison on two charges of committing lese majeste, one stemming from a speech at a rally in 2020 and the other from a social media post in 2021.

Arnon has been a key figure in the youth-led democracy movement that held protests in Bangkok starting in mid-2020, calling for changes that controversially included reform of the monarchy.

According to data from TLHR to June 30 this year, 1,954 people have been prosecuted for political participation and expression since July 2020. At least 272 are facing charges under Section 112 and 152 have been charged with sedition under Section 116.

An arrest warrant was issued last month for another high-profile figure in the movement, Parit "Penguin" Chiwarak, after he failed to appear for a ruling in a lese-majeste case.

Mr Parit faces 25 charges related to violations of Section 112. He was free on bail but is believed to have fled the country, according to local media reports.

Attempts to amend the lese-majeste law, one of the toughest of its kind in the world, lie at the heart of a Constitutional Court case that could result in the dissolution of the opposition Move Forward Party. The ruling has been scheduled for Aug 7.

The amendments proposed by Move Forward included a requirement that any lese-majeste complaint must be filed by the Bureau of the Royal Household. Currently, any individual or group can file a royal defamation complaint against anyone else, and police are obliged to investigate it. As a result, the party has said, the law has been used by politicians and other authority figures to stifle dissenting opinions.

The party has also called for reduced sentences for lese-majeste convictions.

A conviction under Section 112 currently carries a sentence of between 3 and 15 years. Courts often cite the severity of the offence, based on the sentences, as the reason for denying bail to people awaiting trial or appealing their convictions.
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                  Pitch invasion mars Olympic football opener                

                VAR review after two-hour delay hands Morocco 2-1 victory over Argentina
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                                PARIS - Paris Olympics organisers are looking into what led to a pitch invasion during the opening match of the Olympic football tournament between Argentina and Morocco.
Argentina lost 2-1 on Wednesday following a VAR (video assistant referee) review after play was suspended with the score level at 2-2. But the final result was only confirmed two hours later when the game was restarted.

"The football match between Argentina and Morocco at the Saint-Etienne Stadium was suspended due to a pitch invasion by a small number of spectators," Games organisers said on Thursday.

"The match then restarted and was able to conclude safely. Paris 2024 is working with the relevant stakeholders to understand the causes and identify appropriate actions."

Argentina's Cristian Medina scored deep in stoppage time to salvage what looked like a 2-2 draw, but the decision ruling out the goal for offside following a VAR review was delivered about two hours after play was suspended.

Once order was restored and the teams had left the field following the invasion in which security staff chased several fans around the pitch, it became clear the match had not been completed but suspended.

The teams re-emerged to finish the match in an empty stadium, playing for three minutes and 15 seconds after VAR completed its review and disallowed the goal, in a turbulent start to the competition.
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                  Myanmar rebels seize key town in major defeat for junta                

                Border town of Lashio in Shan state a key regional headquarters for beleaguered military
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                                A rebel army in Myanmar said on Thursday it had seized control of a major regional military headquarters near the border with China, in what could be the biggest recent defeat for a ruling junta that is battling to contain a widening revolt.
The Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army (MNDAA) said it had taken the strategic city of Lashio in northern Shan State, about 120 kilometres from the Chinese border, after 23 days of fighting with government troops.

"Our army has won a decisive victory and is now clearing out the remaining enemy troops. The city is now declared completely liberated," it said in a statement shared on social media, urging the public to remain calm and comply with its administration of the city.

Reuters could not independently verify the group's claim and a spokesperson for Myanmar's junta did not respond to calls seeking comment.

The MNDAA is among several ethnic minority rebel groups fighting to repel the military from what they consider their territories, in a loose alliance with an armed resistance movement that has waged a nationwide campaign to undermine the junta's rule.

The conflict has morphed into a civil war that represents one of the biggest challenges to Myanmar's well-equipped military in its combined five decades of rule. More than 2.6 million people are displaced, according to the United Nations.

The military, which seized back power in 2021 after a decade of tentative democracy, has been stretched by fighting on multiple fronts across the country of 53 million people, hampering its ability to govern and manage a crippled economy.

The junta has described its opponents as "terrorists" seeking to destabilise the country.

The MNDAA launched its latest offensive after the recent collapse of a ceasefire brokered by China, which has been concerned about fighting at its border and its impact on trade.

China's foreign ministry on Thursday urged all sides to cease hostilities, enter into dialogue and ensure Chinese businesses and nationals were unharmed.

"We will continue to encourage peace and push for talks," spokesperson Mao Ning told a regular briefing.

THe online news outlet Myanmar Now quoted the commander of another armed group fighting alongside the MNDAA as confirming the capture of the regional command headquarters at Lashio.

According to an analysis earlier this year by the Special Advisory Council for Myanmar, the junta no longer has effective control of Myanmar, having lost authority over townships covering 86% of the country and two-thirds of the population.


	Related: Thailand task force will try to block Myanmar arms deals
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                Unhappy veteran politician also threatens to spill 'secrets' about Pheu Thai patriarch Thaksin Shinawatra
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                                Veteran politician Chalerm Ubumrung has vowed to act independently in keeping the Pheu Thai Party in check after it repeatedly refused to expel him.
The Pheu Thai list-MP made the pledge after a falling-out with the party that heads the government coalition. Mr Chalerm says he's also had enough of the Shinawatra family, especially patriarch Thaksin.

Thaksin's daughter Paetongtarn, the Pheu Thai leader, on Wednesday deleted Mr Chalerm from the Line group used by party MPs for sending messages that made them feel "uncomfortable".

The trouble began when Mr Chalerm and his son, former MP Wan Ubumrung, attended a gathering hosted by a rival candidate to Pheu Thai in a Pathum Thani local election on June 30.

Some Pheu Thai members accused Mr Wan of "fraternising" with the enemy, despite his protestations that he was just visiting with an old family friend. He has since defected to the coalition Palang Pracharath Party (PPRP) led by Gen Prawit Wongsuwon.

Mr Chalerm wants to do the same and has called on Pheu Thai to expel him so he can retain his MP seat when he moves. However, Ms Paetongtarn says the party has no intention of purging Mr Chalerm.

She defended her decision to remove the 77-year-old former police captain from the party Line group.

"The Line group chatroom is supposed to be mainly for communicating work-related appointments to MPs," she said.

"We thought it best to drop Mr Chalerm from the chatroom's list of members," she said, adding that party did not wish to see the spat dramatised.

"We stand ready to explain that we genuinely want the issue to be laid to rest once and for all," the Pheu Thai leader said.

Ms Paetongtarn said she would no longer respond to reporters' questions about the issue.

Along with his call to be expelled from Pheu Thai, Mr Chalerm has threatened to spill the beans about secrets pertaining to Thaksin, Ms Paetongtarn's father, who is believed to be the de facto leader of Pheu Thai.

Mr Chalerm claims only he knows of these secrets.

If Pheu Thai continues ignoring his demand to be purged, Mr Chalerm said he would have no choice but to adopt a new role as an independent MP who will be critical of his own party, especially in House debates.

On Wednesday, Mr Chalerm claimed he had "taken care of" several legal cases for Thaksin while the latter was living in a self-imposed exile overseas.

Thaksin fled the country in 2008, shortly before he was convicted by the Supreme Court for abusing his power while serving as prime minister, in connection with the sale of prime land by a state agency to his then-wife for a low price.

"Between me and Thaksin we owe each other absolutely nothing. But it would be fun if we could have a face-to-face debate," Mr Chalerm said during a press conference on Wednesday at his lavish home in Bang Bon district of Bangkok.

Mr Chalerm, an exceedingly wealthy former police captain, has been in politics for more than four decades and has held senior positions in numerous governments, including deputy prime minister under Yingluck Shinawatra.

Bang Bon has long been the Ubumrung family's political fiefdom, but when Mr Wan ran for election in May last year, Move Forward newcomer Rukchanok Srinork trounced him by more than 20,000 votes.

Deputy Prime Minister Phumtham Wechayachai declined to comment on Mr Chalerm's latest move, saying he wished the media would stop fussing over the matter.
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                  Activist lawyer gets another 4 years for lese-majeste                

                Sentences against Arnon Nampa now total 14 years, with 10 more cases pending
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                                The activist and human rights lawyer Arnon Nampa was sentenced on Thursday to another four years in prison for lese-majeste and violations of the Computer Crime Act, according to Thai Lawyers for Human Rights (TLHR).
The ruling follows three earlier convictions and brings to 14 years the amount of time Arnon must serve, with 10 more cases still pending. Sentences for royal defamation under Section 112 of the Criminal Code are consecutive and not concurrent.

Arnon, 39, has been detained at Bangkok Remand Prison since he was sentenced in the first case against him on Sept 26 last year. Several bail applications have been denied.

On Thursday the Criminal Court sentenced him to 6 years in jail for two social media posts between January and April 2021. The sentence was later reduced to 4 years because the court said he gave useful cooperation, according to his lawyers.

Arnon was sentenced in April this year to two years and 20 days and fined 100 baht for insulting the monarchy, violating an emergency decree and other charges. The ruling related to a Harry Potter-themed rally held outside the Bangkok Arts and Culture Centre in August 2021.

He was already serving eight years in prison on two charges of committing lese majeste, one stemming from a speech at a rally in 2020 and the other from a social media post in 2021.

Arnon has been a key figure in the youth-led democracy movement that held protests in Bangkok starting in mid-2020, calling for changes that controversially included reform of the monarchy.

According to data from TLHR to June 30 this year, 1,954 people have been prosecuted for political participation and expression since July 2020. At least 272 are facing charges under Section 112 and 152 have been charged with sedition under Section 116.

An arrest warrant was issued last month for another high-profile figure in the movement, Parit "Penguin" Chiwarak, after he failed to appear for a ruling in a lese-majeste case.

Mr Parit faces 25 charges related to violations of Section 112. He was free on bail but is believed to have fled the country, according to local media reports.

Attempts to amend the lese-majeste law, one of the toughest of its kind in the world, lie at the heart of a Constitutional Court case that could result in the dissolution of the opposition Move Forward Party. The ruling has been scheduled for Aug 7.

The amendments proposed by Move Forward included a requirement that any lese-majeste complaint must be filed by the Bureau of the Royal Household. Currently, any individual or group can file a royal defamation complaint against anyone else, and police are obliged to investigate it. As a result, the party has said, the law has been used by politicians and other authority figures to stifle dissenting opinions.

The party has also called for reduced sentences for lese-majeste convictions.

A conviction under Section 112 currently carries a sentence of between 3 and 15 years. Courts often cite the severity of the offence, based on the sentences, as the reason for denying bail to people awaiting trial or appealing their convictions.
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                  Indonesia launches 'Golden Visa' to lure foreign investors                

                Five-year stay offered to individuals who bring in a minimum of US$350,000
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                                JAKARTA - Indonesia launched a long-term visa scheme on Thursday intended to attract foreign investors, President Joko Widodo said, with amounts of up to US$10 million giving them a 10-year visa and access to Southeast Asia's largest economy.
The five-year "Golden Visa" requires individual investors to set up a company worth $2.5 million, while a 10-year visa requires a $5 million investment.

Individuals not looking to set up a company must place $350,000 and $700,000 to gain a 5-year and 10-year permit respectively, and the money can be used to buy Indonesian government bonds, public company stocks, or place deposits.

Corporate investors are required to invest $25 million to get five-year visas for directors and commissioners. They need to invest $50 million to gain a 10-year visa.

If the investment is made in the new $32 billion capital city currently being built in the jungles of Borneo island, $5 million dollars will gain investors a 5-year visa and $10 million a 10-year visa, the immigration agency said.

Several countries offer similar investment visa schemes, but others, including Canada, Britain and Singapore, have scrapped such schemes as governments conclude they do not create jobs and could be a means to park speculative money.

Jokowi, as the president is commonly known, said the visa was intended to lure "good quality travellers".

"We're launching the golden visa to make it easier for foreign nationals to invest and contribute in Indonesia," he said.

Silmy Karim, chief of the immigration agency, said Indonesia had granted golden visas to almost 300 applicants since it began testing the permits out last year, attracting $123 million.

Silmy also said the authorities are discussing ways to grant a special status for foreign nationals of Indonesian descent, modelled after the Overseas Citizenship of India, which allows foreigners of Indian ancestry to visit, work and live in India indefinitely. That could be issued by October, he added.

Silmy said the plan was intended to respond to calls for Indonesia to allow its citizens to hold another passport.
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                  Bus commuters slam route changes that caught many off guard                

                Bus riders say agencies should focus on improving poor condition of buses
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                                Passengers relying on public buses aired their anger over route changes that turned Thursday morning's commute in the capital into chaos for many.
Bus commuters in Greater Bangkok found themselves confused and frustrated by the new routes, which they were unaware of prior to their trips. The changes resulted in longer wait times for new services, leaving passengers stranded as they waited for their regular buses that never arrived.

Complaints flooded the Facebook pages of the Bangkok Mass Transit Authority (BMTA), the Transport Ministry and Bangkokbusclub.com.

"Everyone riding BMTA buses today might be a bit confused. Please check route numbers carefully," Bangkokbusclub.com warned its followers.

Thursday marked the first day of what the BMTA called "the reform of the bus lines." The state enterprise under the Ministry of Transport handed over a dozen routes to new private operators, along with changes to some route numbers.

The BMTA also changed the bus numbers and adjusted the routes of several lines throughout Bangkok and its outskirts. For instance, Bus No. 101 is now designated as 101 (4-5) and has changed its route from Rama II Road to Phra Pradaeng pier in Samut Prakan province.

[image: People wait for a bus in the morning in Bangkok. (Photo: Somchai Poomlard)]
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Numerous commuters expressed their dissatisfaction on the three Facebook pages, stating that they arrived late to work, paid more for their fares, or waited in vain for their regular bus line, which had been altered.

"Where is bus No. 509?" one complainer under the name of Nel Sirirat wrote on Bangkokbusclub.com. "I've got a headache when my life already suffers."

"This is a disaster," Pup Phoon said. "I had a long wait. When it came, it's already packed. I don't know if I have the energy left to work."

A Facebook user by the name Meedum Nut complained: "I had to read the new route info posted on the body of the bus to see which places it goes. By the time I finished reading it, the bus was leaving."

"Bus routes from the suburbs should not be scrapped. Please listen to the voices of those who cannot afford to take public vans or taxis," Ch JeajJeab commented on the BMTA's social media outlet.

"The ones who ride the bus don't have a chance to provide feedback, while those who make the changes never actually ride the bus," Dom Dom said on the ministry's Facebook page. "Why did you change routes on lines that are already popular?" 

Many passengers suggested that the BMTA should focus on improving the deteriorating condition of its buses.

Deputy Transport Minister Manaporn Charoensri on Wednesday promised a better bus fleet, stating that the BMTA would seek cabinet approval to rent electric buses by February next year and could sign a contract with a supplier in March, if all goes as planned.

The BMTA currently operates 2,884 ordinary and air-conditioned buses, serving 700,000 people a day.
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                  Car production drops sharply, local sales fall                

                FTI says stricter measures for credit approval led to higher rejection rate for auto loans
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                                Car production in Thailand fell 20.11% in June from a year earlier due to tighter financing rules and high consumer debt, and full-year production is now expected to be lower than in 2023, the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) said on Thursday.
The figure compared with May's 16.19% year-on-year drop.

In the January-June period, car production contracted 17.39% from a year earlier to 761,240 units, the federation said.

"Stricter measures for credit approval from financial institutions, coupled with household debt that was nearing 90% of gross domestic product (GDP), led to a higher rejection rate for auto loans," Surapong Paisitpattanapong, spokesman of the FTI's automotive industry division, told a news briefing.

Domestic car sales dropped 26.04% in June from a year earlier, after a 23.38% annual decline in May, the federation said.

The federation lowered its domestic sales target to 550,000 vehicles from an earlier forecast of 750,000 units. It also cut its production target to 1.7 million units this year, down from at 1.9 million vehicles seen earlier. In 2023, Thailand produced 1.84 million vehicles.

Auto exports were still seen at 1.15 million vehicles this year.

Thailand is Southeast Asia's biggest autos production centre and an export base for some of the world's top carmakers, including Toyota and Honda, with pickup trucks among the key vehicles manufactured.
              



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/motoring/2835618/thailands-car-production-drops-sharply-in-june-local-sales-fall



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




                
                  Thailand to set up task force to prevent transactions for Myanmar arms                
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                                Thailand will form a task force to enhance the due diligence capabilities of its financial institutions in order to prevent transactions by banks that could lead to arms purchases and human rights abuses in Myanmar, the Foreign Ministry said.
The government met with commercial banks and state agencies to investigate such transactions after a UN expert reported on a surge in money moved via Thai banks for weapons that were used by the junta against the civilian population.

The meeting discussed progress made in investigating transactions that may be linked to the purchase of weapons, military supplies and the Myanmar government, the ministry said in a statement late on Wednesday.

The Bank of Thailand and the Anti-Money Laundering Office will establish a task force to investigate the transactions and review measures to "further equip and enhance the ability of Thai financial institutions," the statement said.

Earlier this month, bank representatives told a parliamentary committee that they had followed regulations but lacked capacity to investigate all transactions that could be used for arms purchases.

Myanmar is embroiled in a civil war that pits the military, which staged a coup in 2021 after a decade of democracy, against a loose alliance comprised of ethnic minority armies and a resistance movement loyal to a shadow government.

Last month's report by the UN special rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar said that Thai-registered companies had used local banks to transfer funds for weapons and related materials for Myanmar worth US$120 million in 2023 fiscal year, compared to $60 millions the year before.

The report said those transactions were blunting global efforts to isolate the military, which is facing its biggest challenge since taking back power.
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                                Taking proactive measures in cybersecurity through penetration testing and staying informed about emerging threats will help organisations minimise impacts from attackers amid a fast-changing landscape of threats, said Gregory Pickett, chief executive of Hellfire Security and also a white hat hacker.
Hellfire Security is a cybersecurity consulting firm specialising in assessment, along with managed security services.

Thailand has vulnerabilities in internet infrastructure, utilities, and corporations. These vulnerabilities involve remote access being enabled for critical systems, which should only be accessed internally, Mr Pickett told the Bangkok Post.

He said one cause of this vulnerability lies in a solution-based engineering approach. Security measures like firewalls are implemented as afterthoughts, rather than being designed around the specific needs of the systems they are meant to protect.

"We know we need a firewall. We know that we need adequate protection. Then we try to take what we have to protect and try to fit them to the firewall," Mr Pickett said.

Critical infrastructure sectors such as telecom, energy, finance and banks, industrial manufacturing, and tourism, require a more robust approach to cybersecurity compared to others, he added.

THREAT MODELLING

Mr Pickett suggests such critical infrastructure conduct threat modelling based on thorough analysis of the critical systems and the data they hold, followed by the creation of a security strategy specifically designed to protect those assets.

By prioritising a clear understanding of the threats and what requires protection, security solutions can be tailored to effectively address vulnerabilities.

He emphasised the importance of using genuine penetration testing, where security professionals simulate real-world attacks to identify weaknesses.

"A genuine penetration test involves actively trying to exploit vulnerabilities, like a real attacker would," he added.

"They went all the way. It goes from guessing 'we think this might happen' to knowing because someone actually does it."

Penetration testing should be based on a problem-based approach. This means understanding what needs to be protected and then implementing solutions to secure those systems, he said.

By adopting threat modelling and genuine penetration testing, organisations can gain a clearer picture of their security posture and implement more effective safeguards, he added.

SMART CONTRACT EXPLOITS

Mr Pickett said crypto-targeted attacks mainly involve cryptocurrency exchanges and individual investors.

Exchanges act as custodians of digital assets, making them prime targets. Security measures need to be constantly reviewed and updated to address new threats.

The individual investors are targeted in various ways, including wallet attacks, as hackers are employing various techniques to steal directly from individual wallets. High-net-worth individuals are a prime target, but social engineering scams like "romance scams" are also prevalent.

Mr Pickett said smart contract exploits refers to a recent, complex attack, involving the insertion of malicious code into a decentralised autonomous organisation. The malicious code, if approved, could have potentially allowed the attacker to steal funds, he said.

A smart contract refers to digital contracts stored on a blockchain network.

Individual investors should be cautious of romance scams that involve cryptocurrency investments, he added.

"Investors should be cautious of online solicitations, especially those promising high returns. Only use reputable exchanges and wallets, and employ strong passwords and multi-factor authentication," he said.

He added that while blockchain technology offers security benefits, it is not foolproof. If a large enough group of validators agree, a blockchain can be rewritten. Quantum computing could pose a future threat to blockchain security, Mr Pickett said.

SOCIAL ENGINEERING SCAMS

Mr Pickett also highlights the growing threat of generative artificial intelligence (GenAI), which can create realistic audio and video for social engineering scams. Attackers can use this technology to impersonate trusted individuals, making it harder to identify and avoid these scams.

Social engineering refers to a technique that exploits people in order to gain private information, spreading malware infections, or giving access to restricted systems.

Therefore, strong security policies are important, such as call-back verification to confirm the identity of any entity requesting sensitive information or actions, Mr Pickett said.

KEEPING PACE WITH TRENDS

Ransomware attacks are a major global concern, potentially causing significant disruption and financial losses.

The lack of reported ransomware incidents in Thailand does not necessarily indicate a lower risk; underreporting of cyber-attacks might be a contributing factor, Mr Pickett said.

There are two schools of thought on whether to pay a ransom or not, the first being pay if unprepared: if you have not backed up your data or have a weak Business Continuity Plan (BCP), paying the ransom might be the only way to resume operations quickly.

The second option is do not pay if prepared: if you have robust backups and a tested BCP, you can rebuild your systems and data without paying the attackers.

Ransomware is considered a top threat, closely followed by scams.

Banking Trojans remain a persistent threat, targeting online banking credentials. The emerging threats include bio hacking, but Mr Pickett considers these to be less likely in the near future.

However, keeping pace with ever-evolving attack methods requires penetration testers to constantly adapt their strategies.

"By implementing strong passwords, adopting zero-trust security principles, and maintaining separate devices for different purposes are all key steps individuals and organisations can take to improve their overall cyber hygiene," said Mr Pickett.
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                  Tech fair showcases AI and robotic advances                

                Bangkok event open to public all this week
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                                Artificial intelligence (AI), virtual and augmented reality technologies and space technology are among the highlights at the ongoing MHESI Fair 2024 SCI-POWER For Future Thailand.
Other highlights include robotics and mobility technology.

The fair, held by the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation (MHESI), in collaboration with public and private sector partners, opened on Monday and continues until July 28 at the Queen Sirikit Convention Center in Bangkok.

The event aims to create awareness, inspiration, and investment opportunities while showcasing the power of science and technology, utilising local capabilities to foster economic growth and well-being in a sustainable way.

The fair features six thematic zones, which offer captivating exhibits and interactive experiences: Zone A, Inspired By Science; Zone B, Science for Lifelong Learning; Zone C, Startup Launchpad; Zone D, Science for Exponential Growth; Zone E, Science for All Well-Being; and Zone F, Science for Future Thailand.

The National Astronomical Research Institute of Thailand (Narit) is displaying soil collected on the moon by China's Chang'e 5 spacecraft at the fair.

Chang'e 5 was a robotic lunar sample return mission launched by China in November 2020.

Chang'e 5 marked a significant milestone for China's space programme, making it the third country after the US and the Soviet Union to retrieve lunar samples. The samples provide valuable scientific data for studying the moon's composition and geological history.

Moreover, Narit is also demonstrating a locally produced telescope control system at the fair.

An engineer at Narit's booth said that having a local telescope and control system would let Thailand have its own technological capability and reduce development costs, which was just a tenth of the cost of an imported telescope.

The control system is for the monitoring and tracing of objects in the sky such as satellites, which is related to national security.

The locally produced telescope will be used in the Phitsanulok regional observatory and Narit will hold discussions with Laos regarding use of the Thai device, according to an engineer.

The Geo-Informatics and Space Technology Development Agency is exhibiting a space station simulation that was used in the Thai space movie Uranus 2324.

The design inspiration comes from modern spacecraft and Nasa's Lunar Gateway space station.

In Zone A, the exhibition of virtual reality, there is a generative AI photo booth and an area offering an art-science immersive experience.

Simon Leung, vice chairman of NetDragon Websoft Inc, a Chinese education and game provider, said the company and its local partner EDA (Thailand) was demonstrating the AI-powered platform "Aom-AI", which was jointly developed with MHESI. The platform will be available later this year in Thailand, allowing users to accumulate knowledge effectively and efficiently. The platform is an AI teacher.

Natasak Rodjanapiches, executive director of EDA (Thailand) Co Ltd, said the company was passionate about personalised learning.

The Aom-AI platform lets learners take control of their education, efficiently build knowledge, and achieve recognised certifications at a cost-effective price point.

"This fosters a lifelong love of learning that benefits both individuals and their careers," Mr Natasak said.

LOCAL RESEARCH

In Zone D, Pattamawadee Pochanukul, Thailand's Science Research and Innovation (TSRI) director, said TSRI showcases ground-breaking research and innovations that are driving exponential growth in Thailand's economy, society, and environment.

One example is the Hillkoff, a low-carbon coffee business model that fosters sustainable growth and shared prosperity for communities.

Another one is Winnonies, a platform providing electric motorcycle services with an automated battery swapping network, powered by AI.

Meanwhile, CiRA CORE, a deep-learning AI platform developed by Thai innovators, offers precise learning, memory, analysis, classification, and decision-making capabilities for diverse industrial applications.

This is seen as a testament to Thai ingenuity, and empowers businesses of all sizes to access sophisticated AI technology at an affordable cost. Its impact is already evident, with over 1,000 licences saving companies 600 million baht in foreign software imports, said Ms Pattamawadee.

The fair also showcases a RoboThespian robot from the UK, which can present a range of expressive movements and make speeches, alongside an AI dog. The fair also exhibits robots from the Institute of Field Robotics. Their prototypes allow disabled people to remotely control the robots so that they can interact with humans.
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                                Loan applications through K-Plus, a mobile banking app under Kasikornbank (KBank), have declined by around 20% after the bank slowed its lending growth via the digital platform last year.
According to Supreecha Limpikanjanakowit, the bank's executive vice-president, KBank has reduced its promotion of consumer loan borrowing to control the asset quality since last year, amid elevated household debt and higher credit risk. As a result, both loan applications and approvals via K-Plus have declined by about 20%.

Most loan applicants via K-Plus belong to the mass market segment, including salarymen and freelancers, particularly payroll clients and first-time jobbers.

The bank continues to offer loans to selected customers with strong repayment abilities, helping them access funding sources and supporting their liquidity needs.

In the light of an uneven economic recovery and high household debt, Mr Supreecha said KBank encourages K-Plus users to pay more attention to personal financial planning to improve their financial discipline and loan accessibility.

The bank also promotes the use of saving, investment and insurance products among K-Plus users to enhance personal financial planning, contributing to the bank's fee-based income from the digital channel.

Recently, KBank's chief executive Kattiya Indaravijaya said the bank aims to enhance its credit scoring and risk management systems to elevate the asset quality of its digital loan services. As a result, KBank has opted to slow down the growth of its digital personal loan business to refine its business model and improve the quality control of its loan products.

"Despite the slowdown in digital loan growth, K-Plus users have continued to increase. The number of users of the mobile banking app grew by around 1 million in the first half of this year compared to the end of last year," said Mr Supreecha.

KBank, the country's third-largest lender by total assets, leads the industry in mobile banking apps with 23 million K-Plus users. New users primarily include first-time jobbers and payroll employees, both local and migrant. KBank also holds a significant market share in the payroll business catering to migrants.

However, Mr Supreecha noted that the growth rate of K-Plus users is expected to slow, mainly due to the high base effect. Nevertheless, banking transactions via K-Plus continue to increase, representing around 35% of the market share compared to KBank's overall market share of 20%. Additionally, the bank has expanded K-Plus services to regional markets, including Laos, Vietnam and Indonesia.

In Vietnam, K-Plus users have grown to around 2 million. Meanwhile, KBank has synergised K-Plus with MEB, the digital banking app of its Indonesian partner, Bank Maspion, to improve digital banking services for customers.
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                Five-year stay offered to individuals who bring in a minimum of US$350,000
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                                JAKARTA - Indonesia launched a long-term visa scheme on Thursday intended to attract foreign investors, President Joko Widodo said, with amounts of up to US$10 million giving them a 10-year visa and access to Southeast Asia's largest economy.
The five-year "Golden Visa" requires individual investors to set up a company worth $2.5 million, while a 10-year visa requires a $5 million investment.

Individuals not looking to set up a company must place $350,000 and $700,000 to gain a 5-year and 10-year permit respectively, and the money can be used to buy Indonesian government bonds, public company stocks, or place deposits.

Corporate investors are required to invest $25 million to get five-year visas for directors and commissioners. They need to invest $50 million to gain a 10-year visa.

If the investment is made in the new $32 billion capital city currently being built in the jungles of Borneo island, $5 million dollars will gain investors a 5-year visa and $10 million a 10-year visa, the immigration agency said.

Several countries offer similar investment visa schemes, but others, including Canada, Britain and Singapore, have scrapped such schemes as governments conclude they do not create jobs and could be a means to park speculative money.

Jokowi, as the president is commonly known, said the visa was intended to lure "good quality travellers".

"We're launching the golden visa to make it easier for foreign nationals to invest and contribute in Indonesia," he said.

Silmy Karim, chief of the immigration agency, said Indonesia had granted golden visas to almost 300 applicants since it began testing the permits out last year, attracting $123 million.

Silmy also said the authorities are discussing ways to grant a special status for foreign nationals of Indonesian descent, modelled after the Overseas Citizenship of India, which allows foreigners of Indian ancestry to visit, work and live in India indefinitely. That could be issued by October, he added.

Silmy said the plan was intended to respond to calls for Indonesia to allow its citizens to hold another passport.
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                  Car production drops sharply, local sales fall                

                FTI says stricter measures for credit approval led to higher rejection rate for auto loans
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                                Car production in Thailand fell 20.11% in June from a year earlier due to tighter financing rules and high consumer debt, and full-year production is now expected to be lower than in 2023, the Federation of Thai Industries (FTI) said on Thursday.
The figure compared with May's 16.19% year-on-year drop.

In the January-June period, car production contracted 17.39% from a year earlier to 761,240 units, the federation said.

"Stricter measures for credit approval from financial institutions, coupled with household debt that was nearing 90% of gross domestic product (GDP), led to a higher rejection rate for auto loans," Surapong Paisitpattanapong, spokesman of the FTI's automotive industry division, told a news briefing.

Domestic car sales dropped 26.04% in June from a year earlier, after a 23.38% annual decline in May, the federation said.

The federation lowered its domestic sales target to 550,000 vehicles from an earlier forecast of 750,000 units. It also cut its production target to 1.7 million units this year, down from at 1.9 million vehicles seen earlier. In 2023, Thailand produced 1.84 million vehicles.

Auto exports were still seen at 1.15 million vehicles this year.

Thailand is Southeast Asia's biggest autos production centre and an export base for some of the world's top carmakers, including Toyota and Honda, with pickup trucks among the key vehicles manufactured.
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                  Pact aims to enhance capabilities of SMEs                

                              

                                The Small and Medium Enterprise Development Bank of Thailand (SME D Bank) has teamed up with the National Innovation Agency (NIA) to support entrepreneurs who have developed innovations by providing them with interest-free loans for a period of up to three years.
Speaking after signing a cooperation agreement between SME D Bank and the NIA on Wednesday, Phichit Mitrawong, SME D Bank's managing director, said the signing of the agreement aims to enhance the capabilities of SMEs.

SME D Bank and the NIA are ready to assist entrepreneurs or startups with their innovations by providing access to a low-interest source of funding.

In cases when entrepreneurs show strong potential and have developed useful innovations that are certified by the NIA, they would be able to access funds from SME D Bank through the "Smile Biz" loan product. The conditions are reasonable -- businesses that have operated for just one year can apply for a loan without requiring collateral.

The maximum loan amount is 5 million baht, with a repayment period of up to seven years and a principal repayment grace period of up to six months.

The starting interest rate is 6.5% per year, but the NIA will help cover the interest burden for entrepreneurs during the first three years of the loan. After that, the bank's normal interest rate would apply, said Mr Phichit.

He emphasised that the project aims to promote and develop the potential of innovative entrepreneurs.

The objective is to support SMEs or startups with useful innovations in accessing funding sources and assisiting with development to elevate and develop their products or services, thereby increasing their competitiveness.

Mr Phichit noted that the business world is highly competitive, and Thai SMEs need to adapt and enhance their competitiveness.

Creating innovations is crucial for increasing productivity, adding value to products, increasing the ability to stand out in the market, implementing highly efficient management systems, or reducing business costs.

However, creating innovation and technology involves significant costs, which are often a barrier for small and medium-sized enterprises, including startups, he said.

Additionally, Mr Phichit said SME D Bank has a platform to help develop various capabilities of SMEs, such as financial management, accounting and product development. The platform, which is called Development Excellence (DX by SME D Bank), is a free service.

The platform has five key features: 1. Business Health Check, a system for assessing business health; 2. E-Learning, which gathers essential knowledge courses to enhance business potential, available for self-learning 24/7; 3. SME D Coach, providing business consulting and advice from professional coaches; 4. SME D Activity, a system for booking continuous knowledge-boosting activities throughout the year; and 5. SME D Market, expanding the market with an e-marketplace and business matching, along with other privileges.

These features help SMEs and startups elevate their business capabilities to become smart SMEs, growing strongly and sustainably in the current and future business world.
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                                SCG Decor (SCGD), a decor surface and bathroom business operator, expects its revenue to grow by 10% year-on-year to 30 billion baht, driven by more sales, including sales of green products, in the Asean market.
It believes its revenue will double within 2030.

"We will expand our business through organic and inorganic growth strategies in Thailand and other Asean countries," said Numpol Malichai, chief executive and managing director of SCGD.

The company will especially increase its sales channels in Thailand, southern Vietnam and Cambodia in a bid to boost sales.

"We will launch two new showrooms in Bangkok and Phuket. In Cambodia and Vietnam, we have also teamed up with local companies to launch new showrooms," said Mr Numpol.

The company will increase sales of high-value added products, notably green products, in the Asean market because they not only attract consumers due to their high quality but also have a high profit margin.

These products will play an important role in boosting SCGD's revenue, said Mr Numpol.

Currently up to 82% of total products under SCG Group are environmen- tally-friendly products.

SCGD has also managed operating costs through energy reduction programmes, which have helped it save 60-70 million baht in costs per year.

This allows the company to better set product prices that can compete with its rivals, said Mr Numpol.

In 2024, SCGD set an investment budget of 1 billion baht, excluding a budget for its merger and partnership plans. The company has already spent 746 million baht of the total.

From January to June this year, SCGD saw its revenue fall by 7% year-on-year to 13.3 billion baht with its profit increasing by 36% year-on-year to 541 million baht due mainly to good sales in Vietnam and sales of high-value added products.

Mr Numpol said the economies of Asean countries such as Vietnam, Indonesia and the Philippines had been healthier than Thailand's during the first half of the year.

Sales in the neighouring countries boosted the company's revenue.

In Thailand, consumer purchasing power was weak amid a high level of household debt and slow economic growth.

People in the middle and upper market segments were cautious about spending on house repairs or new construction projects.
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                                The new chairman of the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) has vowed to speed up its investigation process to minimise potential damage caused by allegations of fraud at listed companies, in a bid to restore public confidence.
Permanent secretary for the Digital Economy and Society (DES) Ministry Wisit Wisitsora-at, who was named chairman of the SEC on July 2, said that one of the two priorities for his first six months in office was to reduce the regulator's investigation process to only "a few months", as opposed to years in previous cases.

By joining hands with the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET), this is "an urgent issue the SEC must act on quickly" in order to restore the confidence of Thai investors, he said.

As the regulator oversees the Thai capital market, the current process of identifying offences takes a long time, during which the cases affect the market widely, Mr Wisit noted.

"After talking to the SEC team, we need to empower the SET more to deal with serious matters from the beginning. Having clear investigative guidelines for each case would help the authorities process their tasks quickly," he said, adding that the matter would be put to the SEC board next week.

"From now on, the SEC does not have to wait for the SET to send the information about the fraud cases but should jointly investigate them from the beginning with the SET so that an in-depth investigation can be completed more quickly. When you see a problem early and take action quickly, the damage is reduced," he said.

According to Mr Wisit, the regulator has categorised cases into high-, medium- and low-impact ones. High-impact cases, in particular, must be dealt with quickly under the SEC's authority while collaborating closely with law-enforcement agencies such as the Department of Special Investigation, attorneys, and the Central Investigation Bureau police.

"We must ensure that investors have integrity in investing in the Thai capital market and take profits and losses according to market mechanisms," Mr Wisit noted.

"If the stock market has sustainable growth, the Thai economy will also grow well. Therefore, it is important that the capital market is strong."

Another priority is developing new funding alternatives for investors, especially digital assets or digital bonds based on blockchain technology. Nonetheless, clear regulations have to be prepared to reduce fraud.

"The crypto market is growing well and can grow further. For example, digital tokens that allow funds to be raised in the form of investment tokens can raise more funds than we saw in the past. In the future, there will be more funds raised as more licences are granted," Mr Wisit said.

Carbon credit is another tool the SEC has been looking at.

"At the DES, we see a trend of carbon credit being transformed into digital credit-like bonds. Therefore, we have to make the mechanism ready for such a development," he added.

In a related development, the SEC is opening a public hearing on drafted ministerial regulations and announcements regarding the licensing of the securities and derivatives business to increase flexibility in providing licences to business operators.

Under the new structure, licences would be classified by types of business instead of product types to place businesses with similar risks in the same group. And in order to give business operators flexibility in requesting permission, there will be no need to apply for a new licence when seeking to expand their business.

The regulator also plans to extend the period required for establishing a business to 270 days from the date of receiving a licence, from 180 days, to give business operators practical timelines for operating a digital asset business.
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                                Taking proactive measures in cybersecurity through penetration testing and staying informed about emerging threats will help organisations minimise impacts from attackers amid a fast-changing landscape of threats, said Gregory Pickett, chief executive of Hellfire Security and also a white hat hacker.
Hellfire Security is a cybersecurity consulting firm specialising in assessment, along with managed security services.

Thailand has vulnerabilities in internet infrastructure, utilities, and corporations. These vulnerabilities involve remote access being enabled for critical systems, which should only be accessed internally, Mr Pickett told the Bangkok Post.

He said one cause of this vulnerability lies in a solution-based engineering approach. Security measures like firewalls are implemented as afterthoughts, rather than being designed around the specific needs of the systems they are meant to protect.

"We know we need a firewall. We know that we need adequate protection. Then we try to take what we have to protect and try to fit them to the firewall," Mr Pickett said.

Critical infrastructure sectors such as telecom, energy, finance and banks, industrial manufacturing, and tourism, require a more robust approach to cybersecurity compared to others, he added.

THREAT MODELLING

Mr Pickett suggests such critical infrastructure conduct threat modelling based on thorough analysis of the critical systems and the data they hold, followed by the creation of a security strategy specifically designed to protect those assets.

By prioritising a clear understanding of the threats and what requires protection, security solutions can be tailored to effectively address vulnerabilities.

He emphasised the importance of using genuine penetration testing, where security professionals simulate real-world attacks to identify weaknesses.

"A genuine penetration test involves actively trying to exploit vulnerabilities, like a real attacker would," he added.

"They went all the way. It goes from guessing 'we think this might happen' to knowing because someone actually does it."

Penetration testing should be based on a problem-based approach. This means understanding what needs to be protected and then implementing solutions to secure those systems, he said.

By adopting threat modelling and genuine penetration testing, organisations can gain a clearer picture of their security posture and implement more effective safeguards, he added.

SMART CONTRACT EXPLOITS

Mr Pickett said crypto-targeted attacks mainly involve cryptocurrency exchanges and individual investors.

Exchanges act as custodians of digital assets, making them prime targets. Security measures need to be constantly reviewed and updated to address new threats.

The individual investors are targeted in various ways, including wallet attacks, as hackers are employing various techniques to steal directly from individual wallets. High-net-worth individuals are a prime target, but social engineering scams like "romance scams" are also prevalent.

Mr Pickett said smart contract exploits refers to a recent, complex attack, involving the insertion of malicious code into a decentralised autonomous organisation. The malicious code, if approved, could have potentially allowed the attacker to steal funds, he said.

A smart contract refers to digital contracts stored on a blockchain network.

Individual investors should be cautious of romance scams that involve cryptocurrency investments, he added.

"Investors should be cautious of online solicitations, especially those promising high returns. Only use reputable exchanges and wallets, and employ strong passwords and multi-factor authentication," he said.

He added that while blockchain technology offers security benefits, it is not foolproof. If a large enough group of validators agree, a blockchain can be rewritten. Quantum computing could pose a future threat to blockchain security, Mr Pickett said.

SOCIAL ENGINEERING SCAMS

Mr Pickett also highlights the growing threat of generative artificial intelligence (GenAI), which can create realistic audio and video for social engineering scams. Attackers can use this technology to impersonate trusted individuals, making it harder to identify and avoid these scams.

Social engineering refers to a technique that exploits people in order to gain private information, spreading malware infections, or giving access to restricted systems.

Therefore, strong security policies are important, such as call-back verification to confirm the identity of any entity requesting sensitive information or actions, Mr Pickett said.

KEEPING PACE WITH TRENDS

Ransomware attacks are a major global concern, potentially causing significant disruption and financial losses.

The lack of reported ransomware incidents in Thailand does not necessarily indicate a lower risk; underreporting of cyber-attacks might be a contributing factor, Mr Pickett said.

There are two schools of thought on whether to pay a ransom or not, the first being pay if unprepared: if you have not backed up your data or have a weak Business Continuity Plan (BCP), paying the ransom might be the only way to resume operations quickly.

The second option is do not pay if prepared: if you have robust backups and a tested BCP, you can rebuild your systems and data without paying the attackers.

Ransomware is considered a top threat, closely followed by scams.

Banking Trojans remain a persistent threat, targeting online banking credentials. The emerging threats include bio hacking, but Mr Pickett considers these to be less likely in the near future.

However, keeping pace with ever-evolving attack methods requires penetration testers to constantly adapt their strategies.

"By implementing strong passwords, adopting zero-trust security principles, and maintaining separate devices for different purposes are all key steps individuals and organisations can take to improve their overall cyber hygiene," said Mr Pickett.
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                  Tech fair showcases AI and robotic advances                

                Bangkok event open to public all this week
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                                Artificial intelligence (AI), virtual and augmented reality technologies and space technology are among the highlights at the ongoing MHESI Fair 2024 SCI-POWER For Future Thailand.
Other highlights include robotics and mobility technology.

The fair, held by the Ministry of Higher Education, Science, Research and Innovation (MHESI), in collaboration with public and private sector partners, opened on Monday and continues until July 28 at the Queen Sirikit Convention Center in Bangkok.

The event aims to create awareness, inspiration, and investment opportunities while showcasing the power of science and technology, utilising local capabilities to foster economic growth and well-being in a sustainable way.

The fair features six thematic zones, which offer captivating exhibits and interactive experiences: Zone A, Inspired By Science; Zone B, Science for Lifelong Learning; Zone C, Startup Launchpad; Zone D, Science for Exponential Growth; Zone E, Science for All Well-Being; and Zone F, Science for Future Thailand.

The National Astronomical Research Institute of Thailand (Narit) is displaying soil collected on the moon by China's Chang'e 5 spacecraft at the fair.

Chang'e 5 was a robotic lunar sample return mission launched by China in November 2020.

Chang'e 5 marked a significant milestone for China's space programme, making it the third country after the US and the Soviet Union to retrieve lunar samples. The samples provide valuable scientific data for studying the moon's composition and geological history.

Moreover, Narit is also demonstrating a locally produced telescope control system at the fair.

An engineer at Narit's booth said that having a local telescope and control system would let Thailand have its own technological capability and reduce development costs, which was just a tenth of the cost of an imported telescope.

The control system is for the monitoring and tracing of objects in the sky such as satellites, which is related to national security.

The locally produced telescope will be used in the Phitsanulok regional observatory and Narit will hold discussions with Laos regarding use of the Thai device, according to an engineer.

The Geo-Informatics and Space Technology Development Agency is exhibiting a space station simulation that was used in the Thai space movie Uranus 2324.

The design inspiration comes from modern spacecraft and Nasa's Lunar Gateway space station.

In Zone A, the exhibition of virtual reality, there is a generative AI photo booth and an area offering an art-science immersive experience.

Simon Leung, vice chairman of NetDragon Websoft Inc, a Chinese education and game provider, said the company and its local partner EDA (Thailand) was demonstrating the AI-powered platform "Aom-AI", which was jointly developed with MHESI. The platform will be available later this year in Thailand, allowing users to accumulate knowledge effectively and efficiently. The platform is an AI teacher.

Natasak Rodjanapiches, executive director of EDA (Thailand) Co Ltd, said the company was passionate about personalised learning.

The Aom-AI platform lets learners take control of their education, efficiently build knowledge, and achieve recognised certifications at a cost-effective price point.

"This fosters a lifelong love of learning that benefits both individuals and their careers," Mr Natasak said.

LOCAL RESEARCH

In Zone D, Pattamawadee Pochanukul, Thailand's Science Research and Innovation (TSRI) director, said TSRI showcases ground-breaking research and innovations that are driving exponential growth in Thailand's economy, society, and environment.

One example is the Hillkoff, a low-carbon coffee business model that fosters sustainable growth and shared prosperity for communities.

Another one is Winnonies, a platform providing electric motorcycle services with an automated battery swapping network, powered by AI.

Meanwhile, CiRA CORE, a deep-learning AI platform developed by Thai innovators, offers precise learning, memory, analysis, classification, and decision-making capabilities for diverse industrial applications.

This is seen as a testament to Thai ingenuity, and empowers businesses of all sizes to access sophisticated AI technology at an affordable cost. Its impact is already evident, with over 1,000 licences saving companies 600 million baht in foreign software imports, said Ms Pattamawadee.

The fair also showcases a RoboThespian robot from the UK, which can present a range of expressive movements and make speeches, alongside an AI dog. The fair also exhibits robots from the Institute of Field Robotics. Their prototypes allow disabled people to remotely control the robots so that they can interact with humans.
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                                Loan applications through K-Plus, a mobile banking app under Kasikornbank (KBank), have declined by around 20% after the bank slowed its lending growth via the digital platform last year.
According to Supreecha Limpikanjanakowit, the bank's executive vice-president, KBank has reduced its promotion of consumer loan borrowing to control the asset quality since last year, amid elevated household debt and higher credit risk. As a result, both loan applications and approvals via K-Plus have declined by about 20%.

Most loan applicants via K-Plus belong to the mass market segment, including salarymen and freelancers, particularly payroll clients and first-time jobbers.

The bank continues to offer loans to selected customers with strong repayment abilities, helping them access funding sources and supporting their liquidity needs.

In the light of an uneven economic recovery and high household debt, Mr Supreecha said KBank encourages K-Plus users to pay more attention to personal financial planning to improve their financial discipline and loan accessibility.

The bank also promotes the use of saving, investment and insurance products among K-Plus users to enhance personal financial planning, contributing to the bank's fee-based income from the digital channel.

Recently, KBank's chief executive Kattiya Indaravijaya said the bank aims to enhance its credit scoring and risk management systems to elevate the asset quality of its digital loan services. As a result, KBank has opted to slow down the growth of its digital personal loan business to refine its business model and improve the quality control of its loan products.

"Despite the slowdown in digital loan growth, K-Plus users have continued to increase. The number of users of the mobile banking app grew by around 1 million in the first half of this year compared to the end of last year," said Mr Supreecha.

KBank, the country's third-largest lender by total assets, leads the industry in mobile banking apps with 23 million K-Plus users. New users primarily include first-time jobbers and payroll employees, both local and migrant. KBank also holds a significant market share in the payroll business catering to migrants.

However, Mr Supreecha noted that the growth rate of K-Plus users is expected to slow, mainly due to the high base effect. Nevertheless, banking transactions via K-Plus continue to increase, representing around 35% of the market share compared to KBank's overall market share of 20%. Additionally, the bank has expanded K-Plus services to regional markets, including Laos, Vietnam and Indonesia.

In Vietnam, K-Plus users have grown to around 2 million. Meanwhile, KBank has synergised K-Plus with MEB, the digital banking app of its Indonesian partner, Bank Maspion, to improve digital banking services for customers.
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                Trend to persist due to visa-free scheme
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                                Taiwanese and Indian arrivals in Thailand are set to reach a new high this year, thanks to the visa-free policy.
The visa exemption for Indian and Taiwanese tourists began in late 2023 and the government further extended the scheme until Nov 11 this year, with the period of stay expanded to 60 days.

According to the Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT), Thailand has already signed a yearly reciprocal visa-exemption programme with Taiwan and India, which should officially start soon.

Sarima Chindamat, director of the TAT's Taipei office, said the target of 1 million Taiwanese arrivals this year is achievable, representing an upgrade on the base-case scenario of 700,000, and it would exceed the 781,674 arrivals from Taiwan recorded in 2019.

During the first half of 2024, the visa policy helped increase the number of Taiwanese visitors to 533,000, a 34% increase compared to the corresponding period in 2019, when 396,000 Taiwanese arrived, said Ms Sarima.

About 18 million Taiwanese are expected to travel overseas this year, exceeding the 17 million Taiwanese nationals who went abroad in 2019.

She said Taiwanese people prefer to visit short-haul destinations in Asia, including Thailand, Japan, China, Hong Kong, South Korea and Vietnam.

Segments offering great potential include LGBTQ, active seniors, office workers, families, young people, and golfers, while their average spending per trip tallied 40,000 baht.

At present, flight capacity has recovered to 2019 levels with 1.5 million seats for Taiwan-Thailand routes, mostly covering only two cities -- Bangkok and Chiang Mai.

Ms Sarima said the TAT will encourage airlines to open new routes to other cities, including U-tapao in Chon Buri , Krabi and Phuket in particular, as there are only seasonal charter flights from Taipei to Phuket at present.

In terms of capacity, Japan could lure more visitors due to more available flights, a shorter distance and the weak yen.

The TAT also aims to secure more than 2 million Indian travellers this year.

The agency is offering a subsidy scheme for meeting and incentive groups from India during the low season from July to September.

Isada Saovaros, director of TAT's Mumbai office, said tour operators receive 200 Indian rupees (around 86 baht) per guest for meeting groups of 100-1,000 people for trips of more than four days and three nights.

During the first half, Thailand gained 1.04 million Indian tourists, while their spending averaged 38,000 baht per trip.

With a promising outbound market, which is predicted to reach 29 million trips in 2025, Mr Isada said Thailand has opportunities from growing demand from meetings and incentives, families, and millennial tourists, while most of them also prefer short-haul destinations.

The TAT's New Delhi office also offers the same programme but with a different rate.

It pays 300 Indian rupees per person for a meeting group of over 100 participants, targeting northern cities under the supervision of the New Delhi office.

Siriges-a-nong Trirattanasongpol, director of TAT's New Delhi office, said the seat capacity for Indian flights this year is expected to recover to 90% of 2019 levels.

The main competitors for the Indian market include the United Arab Emirates and Vietnam, which have a similar flight duration as Thailand.

Apart from major cities like Bangkok and Phuket, Ms Siriges-a-nong said the TAT is actively encouraging airlines to open routes to new cities like Krabi and Chiang Mai, as well as targeting Indian tourists living in second-tier cities.
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                                The government's announcement regarding the delayed digital wallet handout scheme failed to boost the Stock Exchange of Thailand (SET) as the index slipped below the psychological level of 1,300 points on Wednesday with major commerce company CP All (CPALL) among the biggest losers.
Shares of CPALL, the operator of 7-Eleven convenience stores, plunged by 1.32% to 56 baht by midday yesterday as the SET index closed at 1,297.91 points, down 0.28%, with a total trading value of 17.6 billion baht.

The decline came as analysts expected the release of the final details regarding the digital wallet stimulus, the centrepiece of Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin's efforts to revive economic growth, could provide positive sentiment to the SET with commerce and food stocks, including CPALL, CP Axtra (CPAXT) and Berli Jucker (BJC), the main beneficiaries.

Teerasak Tanavarakul, first vice-president of retail research at CGS International Securities (Thailand), said despite full details of the scheme being revealled, uncertainties remain in terms of the implementation period, the legal framework and funding sources.

"I think the digital wallet scheme will boost the stock exchange when the government starts to distribute the handout. Until then, there are some uncertainties which make it difficult to predict," he said.

The scheme was originally intended for early 2024, but was delayed by wrangling over how the state would pay for the stimulus. Lawmakers last week backed plans for an additional 122 billion baht of spending this fiscal year to fund the digital wallet scheme.

Finance Minister Pichai Chunhavajira said on Wednesday that members of the public eligible for the scheme can sign up for the digital wallet handout scheme between Aug 1 and Sept 15.

Asia Plus Securities said although the digital wallet project is making progress, some issues are still not ready. For example, the budget approved by parliament is still unclear, and the government has not held a bidding process for the payment system yet.

Next week, the Commerce Ministry will announce details of participating stores. Then, the premier is set to reveal exactly when the digital wallet will be ready for people to spend, the brokerage said in a research note.

Investors also have to closely watch the political situation as the Constitutional Court is set to rule on the Move Forward Party (MFP) dissolution case on Aug 7. The court is then expected to provide a verdict regarding Mr Srettha's dismissal case on Aug 14, regarding an accusation that the latest cabinet reshuffle may have violated the charter.

"The SET index will fluctuate and hardly rise for the short term. However, it may bounce up if clarity about these issues is made."

According to Krungsri Securities, the SET has lost 8.6% this year to date, underperforming other exchanges globally, with outflows totalling 300 billion baht.
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																Almost a month after a massive invasion of blackchin tilapia made national headlines, confusion still reigns, with information about the issue still murky.
The Fisheries Department is obliged to clear the air next week, as ordered by the Agriculture Ministry, but there is no certainty if or how it can do so.

Despite a number of state-run and private-sector firms trying to create new dishes made using this fish in the hope of quickly eradicating it from waterways, this merely sends the wrong signal.

The state agency still owes the public answers regarding how it handled, or mishandled, the case involving the importation of 2,000 killer fish by CPF (Charoen Pokphand Foods) for a breeding experiment in 2010. Reports have also emerged claiming that 230,000 tilapia were exported by 11 companies during 2013-2016.

The department put the exports down to a mistaken recording in its system. It said the exported fish were not in fact blackchin tilapia. This requires further examination.

Yet the public remains dubious about the disparity of information between the Fisheries Department and CPF, especially about whether the latter killed all the remaining fish after many died of other causes, in order to end the breeding project.

CPF conceded that, instead of submitting a report to the department in accordance with project regulations, it had "verbally informed" the agency of what it had done.

The agro giant also claimed it had submitted a jar, or jars, of 50 fish carcasses to the agency, but the latter remained adamant that it had not seen or received anything to that effect.

Another question mark hovers over the lack of action taken by the department after it received complaints from shrimp farmers about how the fish may have eaten up so much aquatic life that was being farmed at the time, as well as that inhabiting natural waterways.

Why did the department wait until the problem exploded into a crisis, with the number of affected provinces rising to 16?

At the same time, there are complaints by the House sub-committee tackling the killer fish invasion regarding a lack of cooperation from the department in what is seen as a stonewalling tactic, until the government stepped in -- almost too late.

The public is hoping the truth will come out about the "missing jars" and the lack of action on the part of the Fisheries Department.

Meanwhile, there is a disparity of information on the part of the company.

On Tuesday, the Fisheries Department told the House sub-panel that it had dispatched a team to the company and found no record in its system that the fish were destroyed in 2017. This followed complaints of aquatic creatures disappearing from local waterways years earlier.

And while the company insisted all the fish were destroyed, the team found 10 living fish during a random catch. This information should be verified based on further investigation so those involved will be held accountable.

It is disappointing to see that, while the killer fish infestation has compromised Thailand's food security, the country has no strong measures in place to deal with the problem.

And for some reason, the Fisheries Department seems reluctant to take action.
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									When Harris calls Trump out, do voters listen?								

															

																Kamala Harris visited her campaign headquarters on Monday and delivered a key message.
Before becoming a US senator and then vice president, Ms Harris reminded the crowd, she was California's attorney general and a courtroom prosecutor. "In those roles," she said, "I took on perpetrators of all kinds: predators who abused women; fraudsters who ripped off consumers; cheaters who broke the rules for their own gain. So, hear me when I say, I know Donald Trump's type."

Elections are about the future. In this election, pitting a female avatar of the multi-racial 21st century against an old white man's reactionary expedition to the 19th century, the stakes for the future are especially clear, and terrifyingly high. Ms Harris will have to make the case for pluralism and freedom, civil rights and human dignity, against Mr Trump's authoritarian repression and its consequences for women, black and brown Americans and anyone who doesn't conform to the white Christian nationalist hierarchy of preferred "real Americans."

But this election is also very much about predation. Republicans on the US Supreme Court, including Mr Trump's three appointees, unfurled a series of rulings this year that will result in corporate predators poisoning the water and air and political predators exploiting their power for personal gain. In the court's most insidious ruling, they established a quasi-kingship for Mr Trump should he return to office, and a blanket of immunity for some of his past predation even if he fails to regain power.

Mr Trump, of course, has lived a predatory life. He used his vast inherited wealth to cheat small contractors who couldn't afford to outlast his tactical delays in the legal system. He set up a bogus university to defraud students. He took tax-deductible donations to his foundation and spent them on himself. And he has been accused of attacking many women over the years. As one political observer tweeted in October 2016, "What percentage of the American population has @realDonaldTrump sexually assaulted?"

That observer was Mr Trump's current running mate, JD Vance, who, of course, stepped into the role after Mr Trump set a violent mob on his last running mate. Like everyone else with the capacity to recognise moral degeneracy, Mr Vance knew, and still knows, that Mr Trump is a sexual predator. Discussing one victim's claims against Mr Trump on MSNBC in 2016, Mr Vance said, "At a fundamental level, this is sort of a 'he said, she said,' right? And at the end of the day, do you believe Donald Trump, who always tells the truth? Just kidding," said Mr Vance.

In 2016, Mr Vance shared on Facebook an essay by Russell Moore, a Southern Baptist Convention leader who defied his organisation's capitulation to Mr Trump. In the essay, Mr Moore decried Mr Trump's "misogynistic statements" and "racist invective" and "crazed conspiracy theorising." Elsewhere, Mr Moore, evangelical America's most prominent Trump critic, compared Mr Trump's stance toward women to that of a "Bronze Age warlord."

Mr Vance knows what we all know: Mr Trump is not just a convicted felon, he also has been found liable for sexual assault. Political campaigns highlight contrasts. You could hardly find one more enlightening than the contrast of the prosecutor versus the criminal, or the woman warrior versus the sexual abuser.

Democrats pushed President Joe Biden to step aside precisely because he was failing to articulate the moral, political and national calamity that would result from a second Mr Trump presidency. Go back to the words Ms Harris uttered this week -- "predators who abused women; fraudsters who ripped off consumers; cheaters who broke the rules for their own gain."

That's not slipshod rhetoric. Those are the undeniable signifiers of the Republican nominee for president. Mr Trump's history of predation is a promise of future criminality should he and his gang of thugs return to power. American voters will have to weigh many issues this fall. But Ms Harris shouldn't permit them to forget exactly who Mr Trump is, and she can employ Mr Trump's running mate as a key witness. From here to November, the prosecutor should prosecute the predator. (c)2024 Bloomberg

Francis Wilkinson is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering US politics and policy. Previously, he was executive editor for the 'Week' and a writer for 'Rolling Stone'.
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									Paris is ready for the Olympic Games to begin								

															

																France went into full Olympic countdown this week. The long-awaited Summer Games will begin in Paris tomorrow with a spectacular evening parade of 85 boats and barges along the iconic River Seine.
This unique, creative opening ceremony, featuring over 10,000 athletes and dignitaries from the teams, will include a resplendent Pharaonic spectacle that evokes ancient Egypt as much as modern France.

The Games arrived after years of preparations, with traffic disruptions that were bad even by Parisian standards and a security lockdown in large parts of the city.

Not surprisingly, many Parisians have left the city to avoid the crowding and traffic jams. Tourism is down, too, and the city is quieter than usual.

Though the Games cost nearly $10 billion (about 361 billion baht) they have not been as costly as recent Olympiads. Surprisingly it has also not over budget. Moreover, construction was integrated into preexisting venues and buildings, thus causing a lower "carbon footprint".

Naturally, the Games have not been without controversy; Anne Hidalgo, the Socialist mayor of Paris, barred the Total Energy group as a sponsor. Instead, there's the luxury goods company LVMH.

The risk of swimming in the otherwise polluted River Seine was challenged when Ms Hidalgo took a quick dip while wearing a wetsuit in a publicity-staged and paradoxical event.

Security is tight the week preceding the waterborne opening ceremony with 45,000 police and Gendarmes sealing off both sides of the Seine with metal fencing for over 3kms in an already dense and historic urban environment.

People living in the affected zone need special QR codes on their phones to access their own neighbourhoods and homes in chic areas. A week before the events, public transport has been restricted in large parts of Paris.

Even pedestrian and bicycle movement were highly restricted. When walking through well-known streets and haunts near the river, I noticed various checkpoints needed QR codes for local movement.

Municipal police, national police, and the Gendarmerie, often with automatic rifles, controlled movement.

Such area control evoked Paris during the Covid-19 pandemic when local lockdowns reached absurd levels.

A further 18,000 military reinforced security against terrorist threats, especially rooftop security along the river and providing anti-drone technology. Special security speedboats were deployed on the river, and Swat teams were prepared for any eventuality.

Newly constructed spectator seating lined large swaths of the Seine, where 10,000 athletes will stage a waterborne parade tomorrow ending at the Eiffel Tower and the Trocadero. About 300,000 spectators are expected to line the Seine for the spectacular event.

The Summer Games slated between July 26 and Aug 11 -- followed by the Paris Para-Olympics --will host 24,000 athletes from around the world as well as hundreds of thousands of spectators.

Among more than 30 traditional sporting competitions, including boxing, sailing, swimming, soccer, and judo, the Paris committee is introducing a new sport this Olympiad -- breakdancing. The athletes will compete for 329 gold medals.

Venues range from the splendid skatepark in the newly created urban park in the central Place de la Concorde to swimming in new aquatic stadiums in St Denis, to taekwondo in the historic Grand Palais in central Paris, home to the 1900 Grand Expo, to equestrian events in the gardens of the Palace of Versailles.

While most events are in the Paris region, such as beach volleyball at the Eiffel Tower in a new 13,000-seat pop-up stadium, sailing competitions will take place halfway around the world in French Polynesia.

Some 14,000 athletes will stay at the newly built Olympic Village in St Denis. Following the Games, the village will become affordable housing in this poorer part of suburban Paris.

In parallel, many of the larger teams will host special hospitality venues; Team USA House is located in the historic Palais Brongniart in central Paris. Korea House is in the Maison de Chimie, prestigiously situated near the Parliament. Denmark has a great place on the central Champs Elysees.

For those without pricy tickets to see sporting events, the Hotel de Ville (City Hall) has a spectacular "fan zone" with continuous video and live events.

Bruno Jeudy of the weekly La Tribune Dimanche wrote editorially, "In the end, let's not forget the last step associated with Olympianism; Excellence."



John J Metzler is a United Nations correspondent covering diplomatic and defence issues. He is the author of 'Divided Dynamism the Diplomacy of Separated Nations; Germany, Korea, China'.
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																During the debate on the extra-fiscal budget for 2024 of 1.22 billion baht to fund the digital wallet (DW) scheme, the government presented the bright side of the figurative coin. This article will present the dark side of the scheme.
Most economists give opinions, I give numbers. According to my estimation, the launch of the DW scheme would cause a severe contraction of private credit to the tune of 161.4 billion baht. Thousands of businesses, big and small, could go bankrupt due to a liquidity shortage from loan recalls. Because of a liquidity war between the government and commercial banks, interest rates could rise to double-digit levels.

Is this analysis too far out? Readers can look at the table and judge for themselves.

The table shows the sources and uses of liquidity in Thailand for 2023 and 2024. Data for 2023 and January to May of 2024 are actual. Columns for 2024 (June to December) show estimates of the "No DW" case and the "with DW" case. The DW funding is set to be 450 billion baht.

Simply put, without a sharp increase in the money supply (broad money increase), a rise in government borrowing would take money away from commercial banks from on-lending to the private sector. In the case of No DW, the economy would be weak, but not in a crisis. Private credit is estimated to expand by 356.3 (143.7+212.6) billion baht for the whole of 2024, which is considerably less than the year before. No wonder people complain right and left about a suddenly weak economy. The answer lies in diminishing private credit expansion.

In the case of DW (the last column), private credit would contract by 161.4 billion baht while government borrowing balloons to 711 billion baht because of the DW funding. Thai depositors would withdraw cash from banks to buy attractively priced government bonds, causing banks to be in a cash shortage position. In theory, commercial banks would first stop issuing new loans and then start recalling loans to provide cash for withdrawals. As of May 2024, the banking system, 30 commercial banks combined, have cash holdings of just 274 billion baht available for withdrawal.

Apart from the liquidity data, the table also gives vital information about Thailand's economic health. In 2023, economic health was normal as the private sector led the economy with 731.5 billion baht of borrowing. In the first five months of this year, the situation reversed with government borrowing 3.8 times higher than the private sector's. Wait until the Q2 GDP figures come out, one might see a much weaker private sector. If the DW scheme should ever be implemented with a liquidity supplement, the private sector could be damaged from mass bankruptcies. Policymakers be warned.

The tug of war between keeping depositors' cash at banks and luring savers to buy government bonds to finance the DW scheme would surely cause interest rates to rise. It is possible that interest rates could rise to the double-digit level.

[image: ]

The Thai government is not the only one in the world that has launched cash hand-out schemes. How do other countries avoid such a liquidity tug of war? I will give the examples of Hong Kong and Japan.

Hong Kong's government brought money back from abroad to fund the schemes. Hong Kong's government handed out cash to its citizens not once but three times. The Thai government may ask them about the "economic cyclone" experience, if any. The name of the scheme was "Consumption Voucher". The funding came from "fiscal reserves", which is to say, cumulative fiscal surpluses, which were invested abroad. At its peak, the fiscal reserves amounted to 1.17 trillion Hong Kong dollars. Therefore, there was no fight for domestic liquidity.

The Japanese government asked the Bank of Japan (BOJ) to print money to fund various cash handout schemes so as to avoid a liquidity war. The BOJ did not "print money" specifically for the schemes, but performed broad base quantitative easing of purchasing government bonds. At the end of 2023, the BOJ held 53.8% of total government bonds outstanding.

Should the "print money" option be considered by the Bank of Thailand? The experience of Japan, particularly from the depreciation of the yen, which lost about 15% of its value in a year, should provide enough reasons for the Thai central bank to say no.

Because of the liquidity issue, which the government has completely overlooked, as demonstrated in the table, I personally have less than 20% confidence that the 450 billion baht DW scheme will materialise. If the cash handout scheme were to become a reality, it would be much reduced in size. Perhaps we would see a 150 billion baht handout to government welfare card holders.

If funding is difficult, the task of creating software to handle the 47 million DW user accounts (45 million for the general public and two million for participating businesses) could be equally difficult. The digital money transaction software is new to Thailand and has to be created from the ground up. Bangkok Bank, the largest bank in Thailand, has 17 million user accounts. Just imagine the technical requirements of handling 47 million user accounts of digital money transfers.

At the onset, the public heard about an application called "Super App" supposedly based on blockchain technology. I am not sure the development of such an application, which is rumoured to cost 10 billion baht, is still on or not. However, Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin told the public the registration process would commence on Aug 1.

The application used is likely to be "Thang Rath", which was developed a couple of years ago to be a portal application, not a financial transaction application.

I just checked Apple's App Store. The Thang Rath App received a 3-star rating and 623 people have downloaded it so far. I am one of them.

I do not think the government really believes the DW scheme can be financed, particularly when the Bank of Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives' funding of 172 billion baht had to be replaced by a budget cut.

Therefore, issues regarding operations -- the day-to-day administration of 47 million accounts, firewall and data security control, and, most importantly, a budget for operating costs -- never receive their due attention.

I hope readers understand the purpose of this article is not to criticise the economic merit of the scheme. My goal is to show the impact of a 450-billion-baht scheme on private credit and financial markets.
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																The question of what to do after retirement and employment becomes increasingly pertinent in countries around the world including Malaysia which is making its transition into an ageing society, with an extended average lifespan of 74.8 years, according to 2023 data from the Department of Statistics.
Retirement is a significant period in one's life that prompts reflection on how to embrace active ageing practices and maximise this phase of life, including continued employment. However, a retiree aged 60 has to support him or herself for another 14.8 years or more, and this will burden public funds in providing medical and welfare aid to the ageing community.

Take a a closer look at the example of Malaysia. Over the past 10 years, government expenditure on pensions and gratuities averaged about MYR 14.8 billion (114 billion baht), and last year, it was at MYR 32.01 billion. The amount is anticipated to increase to MYR 46.36 billion by 2030 and MYR 120 billion by 2040.

Faced with this rapidly ageing population, one of the ways to finance older persons is to encourage them to supplement their incomes through active ageing.

Several countries with large ageing populations, including Japan, Singapore, and Germany, actively support post-retirement employment through tailored programmes and initiatives. They believe that being active in the labour market will bring about benefits such as keeping the seniors in good physical and mental condition, fostering social connections, enhancing individual financial security, and contributing to their overall health and happiness.

Furthermore, according to studies in various countries, employment in later years has been linked to a reduced risk of dementia and lower mortality rates from strokes and heart disease caused by social isolation.

In 2021, a study published in a top health journal by the University of St Andrews scholars found delaying retirement until the age of 67 or older can reduce cognitive decline by up to 34%, compared to those who retired earlier, highlighting the importance of extended workforce participation in promoting healthy ageing.

Despite the benefits, retirees may encounter challenges such as age discrimination and skills mismatch when re-entering the workforce. Older workers often face bias from employers who favour younger candidates, viewing them as more adaptable and tech-savvy. Additionally, older employees may be unfairly labelled as stubborn or resistant to change due to their extensive and longstanding experience.

To address these challenges, retirees should proactively update their skills to align with current industry demands and tailor their resumes to highlight relevant experience. Leveraging professional networks can also provide valuable job opportunities.

Removing age identifiers from resumes, such as graduation dates, can help combat age discrimination, while adopting a modern resume format enhances competitiveness in the job market.

Employers can further contribute to creating an age-friendly workplace, offering flexible options such as remote work or part-time hours for older employees, while also implementing health programmes like screenings and fitness classes to support their well-being and boost productivity. Additionally, using age-neutral recruitment and promotion practices ensures decisions are based on skills and qualifications, promoting fairness and inclusivity for all employees.

While ageing has traditionally been associated with declining productivity and viewed as a burden on society, this perception is evolving. With advancements in healthcare and a culture of lifelong learning, it is now recognised that individuals can maintain productivity and contribute to society well into their later years.

Therefore, middle-aged and older adults approaching retirement or who already retired may consider exploring opportunities for continued engagement and fulfilment in the latter stages of life.



Lee Yin Lan is a Lecturer at the School of Accounting and Finance at Taylor's Business School, Faculty of Business and Law, and a member of the Active Ageing Impact Lab at Taylor's University in Subang Jaya, Malaysia. The lab aims to promote a fulfilling and meaningful life for senior citizens in their golden years by helping them achieve financial security, maintain physical and mental health, have access to quality care services, as well as to engage in lifelong learning.
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									Autocrat impunity fuels violence								

															

																The shooting of former US President Donald Trump was the second assassination attempt on a populist political leader this year. Just two months ago, Slovakian Prime Minister Robert Fico was seriously injured after being shot four times at close range, highlighting the danger posed by the resurgence of political violence around the world.
While the attempted assassinations of Mr Trump and Mr Fico have caused many liberals to tone down their rhetoric, such reactions miss the point. The driving force behind the rise of political violence is not criticism of authoritarians but rather the failure of ostensibly functioning democracies to address accusations of criminality against populist leaders in a timely manner.

Like Mr Trump, Mr Fico was attacked in the midst of an unlikely political comeback, five years after he was forced to step down when his inner circle was implicated in the gruesome murder of investigative journalist Jan Kuciak and his girlfriend.

Regrettably, Slovakia's pro-democracy parties failed to ensure that Mr Fico was held accountable for his actions. In a remarkable 2022 showdown, Slovakia's parliament voted against lifting Mr Fico's immunity from prosecution, preventing the authorities from arresting him on organised crime charges. A year later, Mr Fico returned to power and resumed his authoritarian agenda.

But while Slovakia's liberals have been outraged by the failure to strip Mr Fico of immunity, in the United States, the Democratic Party seems to be in denial. Many US liberals attribute the slow pace of the criminal cases against Mr Trump to the inherent sluggishness of the justice system, overlooking the errors that have led to these delays.

Chief among these errors is US President Joe Biden's appointment of Merrick Garland as attorney-general. As early as 2022, Mr Biden was reportedly frustrated with Mr Garland's reluctance to prosecute Mr Trump for his numerous crimes, privately complaining that Mr Garland was acting more like "a ponderous judge" than an aggressive prosecutor addressing a major threat to American democracy. But Mr Biden, adhering to longstanding norms, apparently did not share these concerns with Mr Garland.

The current resurgence of political violence should make us rethink these norms. While we may never fully understand the motivations of individual assassins, the spectacle of a major political figure being constantly accused of serious crimes yet evading justice for years creates inevitable social tensions. This is why prosecutors do not publicly label individuals as murderers or rapists without prosecuting them: failing to act not only allows potentially dangerous criminals to roam free but also risks stoking public fear and discontent.

In the wake of the attempt on Mr Trump's life, Fox News and other conservative media outlets repeatedly highlighted Mr Biden's comments about Mr Trump being "an existential threat to our democracy" as an example of incendiary political rhetoric. The criticism is partly valid: accusations of fostering insurrection or engaging in other criminal activity should be proven in court, not used as fodder for election campaigns. Conversely, if these allegations are unfounded, it is indeed incendiary for Democrats to repeat them.

Other established democracies have demonstrated that former leaders can be held accountable for crimes they committed. Two former French presidents, Jacques Chirac and Nicolas Sarkozy, were charged and convicted of corruption. In Brazil, former president, Jair Bolsonaro, was barred from running for office just a few months after his supporters stormed the Supreme Court and National Congress in an attempt to oust his successor, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. A year later, Mr Bolsonaro has already been indicted for money laundering and faces multiple criminal investigations.

Poland provides a particularly useful model for countries grappling with an authoritarian past. Since assuming office in December 2023, Polish Prime Minister Donald Tusk has taken a bold approach to safeguarding democracy, delivering on his promise to sweep away the corruption of the previous government with an "iron broom".

For starters, Mr Tusk appointed former ombudsman Adam Bodnar as the country's chief prosecutor. Unlike Mr Garland, Mr Bodnar did not let misplaced concerns about the optics of prosecuting political opponents deter him from swiftly upholding the rule of law. Mr Bodnar's office did not wait for parliamentary inquiries to conclude before charging key members of the Law and Justice (PiS) party with abuse of power, misappropriation of public funds, and other felonies.

While Mr Tusk refrains from interfering with Mr Bodnar's work or the independent courts, which will eventually determine the fate of the accused, he does not shy away from publicly explaining and defending his government's aggressive prosecutorial efforts. In numerous speeches and social-media posts, Mr Tusk has emphasised that the iron broom is not an end in itself, but rather a necessary step toward national reconciliation.

"That is what reckoning looks like. Zero politics, only substance. And after the reckoning and restitution time will come for reconciliation. Just as I promised," he posted on X on July 3.

So far, Mr Tusk's bold approach has put populists on the defensive. Americans should take notice. As extreme polarisation and political violence threaten to undermine American democracy, it is abundantly clear that authoritarian populists must be held accountable in a court of law, not just in the court of public opinion. (c)2024 Project Syndicate



Maciej Kisilowski is Associate Professor Law and Strategy at Central European University in Vienna.
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									In defence of Tokyo 2020, the loneliest Olympics								

															

																The 2020 Tokyo Olympics were a "suicide mission", warned one of Japan's richest men. "Cursed", said a former prime minister. Even contemplating hosting them in the midst of Covid would be "simply beyond reason", said one sponsor.
In July 2021, as Japan prepared to host the year-delayed event, the drumbeat of a disaster waiting to happen was overwhelming. No comparison was too outlandish: The pandemic-era Games would be as bizarre as the "Nazi 1936 Olympics in Berlin", while the sense of a government dragging an unwilling public to disaster was compared to World War II "when the Japanese public did not want the conflict but no leader dared halt it".

As Paris prepares to light the Olympic torch, my thoughts have turned to how this narrative has fared in the three years since. Disaster clearly did not occur; there was no super-spreader event, and no Olympic variant manifested itself. Nonetheless, the success didn't save the government of Yoshihide Suga, who pushed for the Games to take place.

From the very first days of the pandemic, the virus and the Olympics were intertwined. The unprecedented decision in March 2020 to delay the Games brought home the reality of the pandemic. Before that, critics accused the government, without evidence, of downplaying the number of cases in order to save the competition.

As the pandemic continued, calls grew for a cancellation. An erroneous and swiftly denied report in The Times of London in January 2021 declared that the "government has privately concluded that the Tokyo Olympics will have to be cancelled". When that didn't materialise, the cacophony became deafening. The US issued a do-not-travel warning a few weeks before the Games, only to retract it later.

There's no doubt that the Games themselves were odd, from the socially distanced torch relay to the masked, low-budget, and poignant opening ceremony. But were they dangerous? Was hosting them the irresponsible, disaster-inviting decision it was made out to be? That argument never made much sense to me. With international borders still closed, foreign spectators had been ruled out at an early stage.

Japan had never been a Covid-Zero country. That meant the argument that the event was uniquely threatening went out the window. Even with our knowledge of the vaccines in 2021, it was never clear why a spectator-less Olympics was dangerous, while stadiums packed with unmasked, singing crowds at the Euro 2020 football championship that same summer were fine.

The 100,000 or so people who arrived for the Games represented an increase of just a quarter of one percent of the population of the greater Tokyo region. And they were isolated, mostly vaccinated, masked and taking precautions in a country where this common-sense approach had largely worked to contain the virus. In the end, only around 500 people involved with the event contracted Covid: the Olympic bubble was the safest place one could possibly be in.

There had been a vocal anti-Olympics movement since the moment Japan won the rights in 2013. Tokyo's heat would lead to mass deaths among spectators and athletes; if not from that, then from radiation from the wrecked Fukushima nuclear plant, some 300 kilometres away. For others, the Olympics became the focus of Covid-era curmudgeons, following the same line of thinking that, in some countries earlier in the pandemic, forbade outdoor activities. Holding the Games gave people licence to disobey official calls to restrict their activities, went one particularly specious argument.

The lack of spectators was disappointing, if understandable. I myself had won tickets for the weightlifting in the initial lottery; it seems unlikely I'll ever live again in a city that will host the Olympics. But that's a minor inconvenience compared to the athletes who had trained years for this moment. Predictably, once the event began, opposition quickly melted away, and the competitors took centre stage.

The record haul of medals the host nation took home helped, from Momiji Nishiya's first place in skateboarding at the age of just 13 to the brother-and-sister combination of Hifumi and Uta Abe, who won gold medals in judo, to the remarkable upset of China in the table-tennis mixed doubles. And from Italy's surprising track-and-field wins to Simone Biles overcoming mental health issues, narratives of success overshadowed predictions of looming disaster.

The event, of course, had its challenges. The bid-rigging scandal that subsequently came to light has tainted their success, and torpedoed Sapporo's 2030 Winter Olympics bid. The Games came in far over budget, with a mixed legacy for the newly built stadiums. Japan more broadly did experience another wave of Covid cases during the Olympics.

Nonetheless, a poll immediately after the Games showed 64% were glad they had been held. Even a year later, a majority still approved. Nearly two-thirds said they wanted Japan to host the Games again.

Japan did not get to show itself to the world in the way it expected when it won the vote in 2013. But it did the best with the hand it was dealt. An outright cancellation would have been a disaster, both economically and for national pride. While the Games did not become the "proof of overcoming the virus" that Japan pitched it as, they did demonstrate that hardship can be overcome through human ingenuity and that narratives that sound compelling -- that it was simply impossible to safely hold the Olympics in the midst of a pandemic -- are not necessarily true.

Groupthink, and tunnel vision blighted many aspects of the world's response to Covid. I'm glad this wasn't one of them. (c)2024 Bloomberg

Gearoid Reidy is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering Japan and the Koreas. He previously led the breaking news team in North Asia, and was the Tokyo deputy bureau chief.
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									Trump and the last stand of the US Christians								

															

																The past week has been a roller-coaster ride for Donald Trump.
First he's the target of an assassination attempt. However, that makes him God's Chosen One because he survived, and it looks like the presidency is in the bag because Joe Biden can't even finish his sentences. But then Mr Biden quits, and suddenly Mr Trump is the old white guy, up against an opponent who's 20 years younger.

Religion has played a big part in Mr Trump's rise, although he is not religious himself. That's why he told the crowd at the Republican National Convention that "I stand before you only by the grace of Almighty God".

Mr Trump was claiming that God is on his side because he must win the "Christian" vote. The Republican Party used to be a fairly broad church, but these days its core support comes from a particular brand of American Christians who are very visible but not as numerous as they seem.

These Protestant "evangelical" Christians have taken to calling themselves Christian Nationalists, and they can be counted on to vote Republican no matter what. However, there are only enough of them to put Mr Trump back in the White House if a lot of other Americans don't vote at all.

In effect, the Republicans have now become the local version of the Party of God. The numbers tell the tale: 87% of Americans who identified as Republicans in a survey last year said they believe in God. Only 66% of Democratic voters did.

This does not necessarily imply that evangelical Republicans really think Donald Trump is one of their own. They know that he has been married three times, boasts about groping women, and was convicted by a jury of sexually abusing and defaming journalist E Jean Carroll.

Mr Trump is famously "transactional" in both his personal life and his political behaviour. (The old-fashioned word for this is "unprincipled".) However, evangelical Christians are quite capable of being transactional, too: they'll get on Mr Trump's bus if it's going in the direction they want.

There's no grounds for complaint about Mr Trump pretending to pray and his audience pretending to believe that he really means it. It's no shabbier than a lot of other political deals. But it probably won't be enough now that Mr Trump doesn't have a tragically diminished opponent like Joe Biden because American Christianity is in retreat.

Almost every country or region used to have its own version of religious belief, and if that's where you were born, that was what you believed. After all, everybody else around you seemed to believe it, so it must be true.

But then came mass education and mass media, and people became aware of the wider world around them. There are half a dozen big religions and lots of smaller ones. At best, only one of them can be right. Maybe none of them are. And why should it be the one my grandparents believed?

For most of the West, and also for most of East Asia, the old beliefs are no longer "normal". There are still many believers, and most people are happy to continue the traditional religious rites of passage, like marriages and funerals. Likewise, the ancient seasonal festivals like Christmas and Chinese New Year. But the religious core has evaporated.

In Britain, Sweden and Australia, only around 30% of the population see themselves as religious. In Japan, South Korea and China, only about 15% do. Moreover, the trend line is downward in every case.

In the midst of this, the United States has seemed the great exception: a developed country in which religion still dominates in public life. But it's really more of a grand illusion, because the rot (if that's what it is) set in quite a while ago.

In 2001, a Gallup poll reported that 90% of Americans believed in God. In another poll taken last year, only 74% did. That's a drop of almost exactly one per cent per year, which is what you might call an inexorable trend.

It's inexorable because it is driven almost entirely by generational turnover. Older Americans are not "losing their faith"; their children are just not buying into it. The 2023 version of the same poll revealed that among 18-to-34-year-old Americans, only 59% believe in God.

The United States is a lot less different than it thinks it is. The "Heartland" will remain true to the old ways for a while longer, but most Americans live within a few hours' drive of the East or West Coasts, and that puts them in the modern time zone.

Mr Trump cannot rely on the Christian vote alone to bring him victory. If younger Americans vote in large numbers, his fake religiosity is political poison.
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																By early next year, Thailand and other countries are expected to update national climate commitments under the Paris Agreement, known as nationally determined contributions (NDCs). The Paris Agreement mandates that nations submit new NDCs every five years, with each round more ambitious than the last. These NDCs are essential for countries to collectively tackle the global climate crisis.
Unfortunately, current NDCs are insufficient to prevent increasingly severe climate impacts and limit global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees Celsius. According to the UN's Emissions Gap Report 2023, the world is on course for a catastrophic 2.5-2.9 degrees Celsius of warming by 2100 based on current commitments. Therefore, there is significant pressure for next year's NDCs to be substantially stronger.

Thailand's second NDC, submitted in 2022, includes an unconditional emissions reduction target of 30% and a conditional target of 40% by 2030 compared to the business-as-usual (BAU) scenario. This is an improvement over the first updated NDC submitted in 2020, which had an unconditional reduction target of 20% and a conditional target of 25% by 2030.

Additionally, in 2022, Thailand submitted its revised Long-Term Low Emission Development Strategy (LT-LEDS), aiming for carbon neutrality by 2050 and net zero emissions by 2065.

Despite these advancements, Thailand's net zero target is still the slowest in Asean. The Climate Action Tracker indicates that the updated NDC does not yet represent a fair share contribution and remains far from being compatible with the 1.5C goal. As a result, Thailand's overall rating is still categorised as "critically insufficient."

This slow transition poses not only climate risks but also business risks. Governments may impose stricter regulations to curb emissions, resulting in higher costs for economies with high carbon emissions. Sudden regulatory changes and technological advancements in the clean energy transition could also render fossil-related infrastructure, such as power plants, LNG terminals, and oil refineries, as stranded assets.

What are stranded assets?

Stranded assets may sound like another financial jargon, but the concept is straightforward and closely linked to Joseph Schumpeter's theory of creative destruction. Schumpeter described creative destruction as the process by which new innovations disrupt and replace outdated industries and technologies, leading to economic growth and progress.

To illustrate, you might have an example of this concept in your pocket right now. Since the iPhone revolutionised the mobile phone market in 2007, the rapid advancements in smartphone technology have made older mobile phones nearly obsolete, drastically reducing their market share and destroying value in the supply chain.

A similar transformation is occurring in the energy sector. The International Energy Agency's World Energy Outlook 2023 forecasts that the peak use of the three main fossil fuels -- oil, gas, and coal -- will occur by 2030 due to the widespread adoption of electric vehicles and the decreasing cost of renewable energy. This shift is expected to render many fossil fuel-related infrastructures obsolete.

The Grantham Research Institute defines stranded assets as investments that have lost value or become liabilities before the end of their expected useful life, often due to changes in technology, market conditions, regulations, or societal shifts. These assets suffer from unanticipated or premature write-downs, devaluations, or conversion to liabilities, highlighting the financial risks associated with continued investment in outdated technologies.

Quantification of Stranded Risk

To quantify the impact of stranded assets in coal and gas power plants in Thailand, my colleagues and I at Climate Finance Network Thailand (CFNT) applied a scenario analysis. We considered the implications if Thailand continues to develop its energy generation according to the latest official Power Development Plan, PDP 2018 Revision 1, but then shifts to comply with the country's NDC or aims for a more ambitious goal like the 1.5C limit.

Using the Discounted Cash Flow (DCF) model, a well-established methodology for asset valuation, we found that if Thailand complies with the recent NDC path, the stranded asset cost in the power generation sector could be approximately 360 billion baht. If Thailand adopts an ambitious goal to achieve 100% renewable energy and the 1.5C target, the stranded assets' value may exceed 530 billion baht.

The major owners of these coal and gas power plants are large publicly traded companies listed in the SET50 stock index. Our analysis indicates that the value of these companies could be affected by stranded costs ranging from 6% up to 61% of their market capitalisation, depending on the type of power plant and the proportion of their revenue derived from domestic power plants.

Furthermore, the risk may extend beyond company shareholders. Many of these companies finance their projects through syndicated loans and corporate bond issuances. As a result, lenders and bondholders are also exposed to increased risks of default, particularly due to future changes in energy policy trajectories.

The Reckless Expansion

Power plants are only one part of the broader fossil fuel infrastructure. When examining the entire supply chain, a troubling trend of rapid expansion emerges. LNG facilities, including regasification and storage terminals, are being expanded to compensate for unstable supply due to the political crisis in Myanmar and depleting reserves in the Gulf of Thailand.

Recently, the new Nong Fab LNG terminal began operations to meet the surging LNG demand, which increased by 16% to a record 6 million tonnes in 2023. This trend of constructing more gas infrastructure to support gas power plants is likely to continue, as evidenced by the under-construction LNG Map Ta Phut terminal 3 phase 1, which is planned to support an additional 6,300 MW of new gas power plants according to the draft PDP2024.

The expansion is not limited to LNG facilities. In the gas separation sector, major developments include PTT's investments in new gas separation plants -- the GSP-7 and GSP-8 projects.

PTT also plans to extend its existing gas pipeline network by an additional 200km. In the oil refinery sector, a notable project is Thai Oil's (PTT's subsidiary) Clean Fuel Project (CFP), which aims to convert high-sulphur fuel oil into higher-value products like diesel and jet fuel. This project is aimed at boosting fuel exports to markets like Cambodia, Laos, and Myanmar.

While the world strives to achieve net zero emissions, it seems rational for any government to align its energy development trajectory with climate goals as soon as possible to avoid transition risks and stranded costs.

In contrast, Thailand's continued expansion of fossil-related infrastructure appears to be a financial gamble. This move is fraught with risks of creating stranded assets, which could have profound financial implications.

To avoid a "stranded future", it is crucial for Thailand to accelerate its transition to a low-carbon economy. This requires adopting more robust climate commitments and implementing proactive policy adjustments to align with global climate goals. By doing so, Thailand can ensure that its energy infrastructure remains economically viable and environmentally sustainable in the face of a rapidly evolving global energy landscape.

Rapeepat Ingkasit is a head of research at Climate Finance Network Thailand (CFNT), a think tank devoted to propelling sustainable financial practices and assisting in Thailand's transition towards a low-carbon economy. Learn more at https://climatefinancethai.com.
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									Senate voting brings alarm								
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																The outcome of the Senate Speaker's selection on Tuesday has only substantiated fears that the Senate will not be as independent as it should be after Sen Mongkol Surasajja, a former Buri Ram governor who is reported to have links with the Bhumjaithai Party (BJT), was voted in with an overwhelming majority of 159 from the 200-seat Senate.
The outcome hardly comes as a surprise. Almost every political pundit and most of the media, including this newspaper, unanimously predicted in advance that Sen Mongkol would win as he enjoyed huge support from about 150 senators from the so-called "Blue Senator" group in the Upper Chamber.

Members of this group, primarily comprised of retired officials, have been accused of being allies of the coalition partner BJT, whose official colour is blue. If that were not enough, members of the Blue Senator group, including Mr Mongkol, reportedly met at the Pullman Hotel on Sunday. The venue has been known as a rendezvous point for politicians from the BJT. That party has used this hotel to hold press conferences and party meetings.

The other two candidates received fewer than a quarter of the total votes if their respective tallies are combined. Sen Nantana Nantavaropas, who calls herself a representative of the "New Breed Senator" fraction, received 20 votes.

Sen Premsak Piayura, a former politician who offered himself as an independent choice in the apparently factionalised Senate, got 13 votes. Four senators abstained, and five ballots were nullified.

Two deputy Senate speakers are likely to go in the same direction. Sen Kriangkrai Srirak, a former 4th Army chief and ex-advisor of Deputy Prime Minister Aunutin Charnvirakul -- the leader of the BJP -- received 150 votes, becoming the first deputy, exactly as the pundits and media predicted.

As the voting for the second deputy speaker went into the night, it would not be a big surprise if this person also hails from the Blue Senator faction.

The vote outcome confirms that the Upper House has political alliances. What is more worrying is that the lopsided domination of the Blue Senator group will turn the Upper Chamber into a conservative camp with a stance similar to that of the BJP.

If that is going to be the case, what will the Senate and its reading of the law be like? Is the Upper Chamber going to check the government and political parties in the Lower House when senators are tied in with political factions? Can our bicameral parliament be a place where lawmakers discuss different political ideas or pass progressive laws?

With a lopsided conservative camp populating the Upper House, the progressive political faction's plan to give the charter a major overhaul will remain a pipe dream. If that is the case, the Upper Chamber will lose its role as a key pillar of democracy.

The onus will fall on the new Senate speaker to prove his worth.

Yesterday, Sen Mongkol said before the voting that he would strive to unite the divided Senate and dedicate every day of his life to protecting the country, religion and monarchy.

His pledges inspire hope but they are still not enough. In addition to the senators performing their patriotic duty, the Senate is elected to serve as a pillar of democracy.

Hopefully, our speakers and all of the senators will never forget that role.
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									Snoop Dogg to learn new tricks in Paris Olympics coverage

									
								

								American rapper Snoop Dogg said he is ready to learn "some new tricks" when he collaborates with Gen Z social media influencers to showcase the Paris Olympics to a younger generation.
								The 52-year-old hip hop legend-turned special correspondent for NBCUniversal has become a cornerstone of the media company's effort to energise its coverage of the Games and inject pop culture and celebrity into the US broadcast.

He will explore Paris landmarks, attend competitions and provide regular reports during the network's prime-time coverage.

"I have a house full of Gen Z," Snoop said during a press briefing, referring to his children and grandchildren. "I love getting on the same page with them. I'm an old dog who can learn new tricks."

NBCUniversal is sending 27 influencers to the Olympics to film their own content for platforms including Snapchat, TikTok and YouTube to reach young fans who have grown up consuming content on their phones.

Snoop said viewers will see him embed with Team USA athletes, try out the sports himself and highlight athletes' personal stories.

"It's going to be a little more insightful, because I've spent time with these athletes and some of their families as well," he said.

The rapper will also be among the torchbearers to carry the Olympic flame in its final stretch before the opening ceremony on Friday.

"I look at this as a prestigious opportunity. I'll be on my best behaviour," Snoop said.
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									Taiwanese series on China invasion sparks debate

									Actors, directors drop out of project due to fears of offending Beijing
								

								TAIPEI - The trailer of a television series portraying China's attack on Taiwan has prompted a wave of emotional response and discussion on the self-ruled island that Beijing has vowed to make its own, by force if necessary.
								The teaser for Zero Day, a Taiwanese production partly funded by the government, has given many viewers in the democracy a sense of urgency and stirred calls for greater military readiness. Its release this week coincided with annual air raid drills to prepare the island's 23 million residents in the event of an invasion by the Chinese military.

"I burst into tears watching this. I feel heavy-hearted, and it's scary. But this is what we need to face as Taiwanese," said a popular YouTube comment. "We need to make the best preparation for the worst scenario," another commenter said.

The nearly 18-minute-long trailer depicts a fictitious ploy by the People's Liberation Army to mount a naval blockade of Taiwan in the guise of a search and rescue mission. It also shows cyberattacks disrupting infrastructure and sabotages by Beijing's collaborators in the prelude to war.

						

							
						


"The threat is not something new, but we have been avoiding talking about it due to its sensitivity," said Cheng Shin-mei, the producer of the series expected to air next year.

The heightened emotions may help the Taiwanese military recruit. Security analysts generally see Taiwan as ill-prepared to deter or resist China, citing Taiwan's shrinking military and number of voluntary soldiers. In a sign that it's serious about defending itself, Taiwan in 2022 announced an extension of its compulsory military service to one year from four months, effective this year.

Funding for the 10-part series came from Taiwan's cultural ministry and Robert Tsao, founder and former chairman of United Microelectronics Corporation, Taiwan's second-largest contract chipmaker, according to a CNA report. Tsao has been a vocal advocate of better defence in recent years and in 2022 pledged NT$1 billion to help train 3 million civilian soldiers.

Cheng said her team is in talks with a major international streaming platform to release the series, hoping to draw more global attention to the threats Taiwan faces from China. She declined to publicly name the company.

The prospect of a cross-strait military conflict has been present for decades but rarely addressed bluntly in Taiwanese TV shows, partly due to the topic's sensitivity and commercial implications.

Several actors and directors dropped out of the project due to fears of offending China, Cheng said. "They usually have to sign contracts with clauses that forbid them to be involved in politically sensitive topics, and violators would need to pay for any loss caused by that."
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									New movies out this week: July 25-31

									'Pha-Dum-Kham-Ai' is executive produced by Thailand's leading comedian Mum Jokmok
								

								New releases that hit cinemas in Thailand this week.
								[image: ]

Pha-Dum-Kham-Ai

Directed by Wichita Wattananon.

Who's in it?

Suphaphon "Nui" Somwichit, Phetthai Vongkhumlao and Endoo Vongkumlao.

What's it about?

One night at a molam festival, as soon as the molam began to perform, people gathered around the stage. The molam talked about a city called "Mueang Sing Than Khon" ruled by King Pha Ngern, with a queen named Nil Phak, and the hero of the story being "Prince Pha Dam" who was handsome, talented, but still single. Meanwhile, the heroine was "Kham Ai", a beautiful, kind woman who lived far away from the city with a wicked stepmother and two younger sisters who constantly tormented her. The molam then introduced the story of Pha Dam and Kam Ai.

Why watch it?

An Isaan Cinderella story, starring Miss Universe Laos 2017.



Releases on July 31

[image: ]

Blackpink World Tour [Born Pink]

Directed by Yoondong Oh and Geun Min.

Who's in it?

Jennie Kim, Jisoo, Lalisa Manoban and Rose.

What's it about?

Featuring the iconic "Hanok" set that has mesmerised fans and press worldwide, the film shows unprecedented production scale, presenting exclusively arranged versions of Blackpink's hit songs unique to this concert and encompassing performances from Seoul's Gocheok Dome alongside footage from further cities across the global tour.

Why watch it?

Celebrate the group's 8th anniversary since their debut.
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									Lucky phone numbers and wedding dates to dining don'ts, Chinese numerology superstitions

									Chinese people seek to maximise their good luck through auspicious numbers
								

								HONG KONG - Learn the ins and outs of feng shui, villain hitting, and fortune-telling as well as the dos and don'ts for cultivating good luck in our series on superstitions in China.
								Have you ever wondered why some Hong Kong buildings do not have floors numbered four or 13, or why people avoid ordering seven dishes at restaurants?

The answers to such questions lie in long-held Chinese superstitions associated with numbers; certain digits are believed to bring good luck, while others are believed to bring misfortune.

From car registration plates to phone numbers, here are five ways Chinese people seek to maximise their good luck through auspicious numbers.

1. Buildings

In Chinese culture, four (si in Mandarin) is associated with misfortune because its pronunciation in Cantonese and Mandarin is like that of the word for death.

To avoid bad omens, some property developers in mainland China and Hong Kong "omit" the fourth floor and higher floors containing a four (such as the 14th and 24th floors) in their buildings.

The lifts in such buildings display the third floor as normal but label the actual fourth floor as the fifth.

In addition to skipping the fourth floor, some traditionalists will choose to forgo the 13th floor because one plus three equals four, and this makes 13 unlucky.

In contrast, flats on building floors containing the number eight (ba) - which is phonetically like "fortune" in Cantonese and Mandarin - and nine (jiu) - like "longevity" - are highly sought after, as they are said to bring good fortune and wealth to whoever lives on them.

2. Car registration plates

The significance of auspicious numbers in Chinese culture extends to car registration plates, for which lucky number combinations are said to bring prosperity and good luck.

For example, 888 - triple fortune - is a coveted combination because it indicates the potential to get rich again and again. Similarly, 999 - triple longevity - reflects the hope for eternal blessings.

[image: According to feng shui, 8888 - quadruple fortune -indicates the potential to get rich again and again. (Photo: South China Morning Post)]
According to feng shui, 8888 - quadruple fortune - indicates the potential to get rich again and again. (Photo: South China Morning Post)



In Hong Kong, lucky car registration plates have historically been sold for high prices.

In 2016, the number plate "28" was sold at auction for HK$18.1 million, a record high price at the time for a Hong Kong registration plate.

Because two sounds like "easy" in Cantonese, when the digits two and eight are said together it sounds like "easy to prosper".

Before that, the licence plate "18" ("definitely will get rich") was sold at auction for HK$16.5 million in 2008, and the plate "9" (simply "longevity") was auctioned for HK$13 million in 1994.

3. Phone numbers

Phone numbers represent another way to inject some good fortune in your life, and people look for numerical combinations that reflect certain auspicious phrases.

For instance, the combination 118 is considered propitious. This is because one sounds like the word for "day" in Cantonese, and so 118 indicates that the owner of the number will gain fortune every day.

A combination like 168 in a phone number is also lucky as 168 indicates "good fortune all the way". Because zero sounds like "year" in Cantonese, a phone number such as 98016888 can be taken to mean "from the year 1998 onwards, there will be good fortune again and again".

And while the combination 666 might have evil connotations in the West, it is considered especially lucky in Chinese culture as six (liu), when repeated, indicates "everything will go smoothly" in Mandarin.

As a result, 666 is viewed as a positive combination in phone numbers.

4. Dining

When it comes to meals, the Chinese tend to avoid serving seven (qi) dishes on a table, especially during celebrations, because the number seven is associated with loss and endings.

Especially in Mandarin, seven sounds like "to go", and there is also a ritual of preparing seven courses for a feast during funerals. Mimicking a funeral ritual is said to bring misfortune and portend a future death, so the number seven is a no-go.

For good luck, one should aim to have an even number of dishes on the table, as there is a general belief in Chinese culture that good things come in pairs.

5. Major events

To maximise their luck, individuals and companies choose auspicious dates for significant events such as weddings and official openings or launches.

For weddings, lucky dates can range widely, as it depends on the couple's respective birthdays and those of their parents - it is best to consult a feng shui master to determine which wedding dates bring the highest chances of a long, successful marriage.

As for other events, you generally cannot go wrong with dates featuring the number eight. In 2008, the opening ceremony of the Beijing Summer Olympics began at 8pm on Aug 8 - a time and date specifically chosen for its auspiciousness.

As part of the ceremony, 2,008 drummers played the fou, an ancient Chinese percussion instrument.
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									Apple weighs foldable iPhone, as Huawei plans tri-fold smartphone

									
								

								SHENZHEN - The foldable smartphone market is set for a big boost amid reports that Apple is preparing a clamshell-style model, while Huawei Technologies may soon launch a tri-folding handset.
								Apple's top-down folding iPhone could come as early as 2026, according to a report by The Information on Wednesday. The tech giant in the United States has reached out to Asian suppliers in recent months to make components for its first foldable handset, according to the report, citing anonymous sources.

This would mark Apple's entry into the foldable handset segment, a fast-growing category in an otherwise flat smartphone market. The global market has become crowded with foldables from the likes of Samsung Electronics, Xiaomi, Oppo and Huawei.

US-sanctioned Huawei is reportedly on track to launch another foldable handset with the introduction of the world's first smartphone that folds into three sections, with two hinges, according to a report on Saturday by Chinese state-backed media outlet Securities Daily.

The prototype is ready and mass production is scheduled to start in the third or fourth quarter this year, according to the report, citing anonymous sources who work in the supply chain. Huawei is also working to incorporate the latest artificial intelligence (AI) technologies into the phone.

Apple and Huawei did not immediately respond to requests for comment on Wednesday.

Senior Huawei executive Richard Yu Chengdong said in a live-streamed interview last week that the company has been working on "the next generation of foldable phones" for the past five years.

The Shenzhen-based telecoms equipment maker filed a patent for a dual-hinge foldable device in 2022, according to records from the China National Intellectual Property Administration.

In the first quarter, Huawei beat Samsung to become the world's bestselling foldable smartphone brand with a 35 per cent market share, as the South Korean brand's share fell to 23 per cent, according to data from Counterpoint Research. However, Huawei has largely been limited to selling its devices in China, as restrictions on accessing US technology such as Google services limited the appeal of its products overseas.

[image: A foldable smartphone. (Photo: South China Morning Post)]
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Huawei is likely to continue to prioritise foldable smartphones because of the higher price they command, even as the company faces challenges in securing supplies of its self-designed 5G system-on-a-chip, according to Counterpoint.

Foldable smartphones are becoming increasingly popular in China, with shipments more than doubling to 7.01 million in 2023 from 3.2 million in 2022, according to a report published by IDC in February.

However, the Chinese foldable smartphone market has been heating up, as major players are forming partnerships and launching new products to grab a greater share of the high-end segment while competing with Apple's iPhone.

Beijing-based Xiaomi - the world's third-largest smartphone vendor in the June quarter, according to IDC - unveiled the Mix Flip, its first-ever clamshell-type model, and the Mix Fold 4, a book-style foldable, last Friday.

Samsung, which unveiled its new Galaxy Z Fold6 and Z Flip6 models in Paris earlier this month, will add new AI-driven avatar and voice-assistant functions to those handsets using ByteDance's large language model Duobao, the two companies announced last Wednesday.

[image: A woman looks at a new iPhone 15 Pro and a Huawei Mate 60 Pro as Apple's new iPhone 15 officially goes on sale across China, at an Apple store in Shanghai, China, on Sept 22, 2023. (Photo: Reuters)]
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									New season of Emily in Paris drops this Aug 15 on Netflix

									
								

								Netflix is gearing up for the release of the much-awaited Emily in Paris Season 4, with the debut of its official trailer, art and photographs.
								Fans should be prepared for another set of tangled relationships as Emily (starring Lily Collins) navigates the city in stunning style.

This season also welcomes five talented cast members to spice things up, including Eugenio Franceschini as Marcello, Thalia Besson as Genevieve, Rupert Everett as Giorgio Barbieri, Anna Galiena as Antonia Muratori, and Raoul Bova as Giancarlo.

The series basically follows Emily, a young American woman from the Midwest who is hired by a marketing firm in Paris to provide them with an American perspective on things.

[image: Ashley Park and Lily Collins in Emily In Paris Season 3. NETFLIX]
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The cast includes Lily Collins (Emily Cooper), Philippine Leroy-Beaulieu (Sylvie Grateau), Ashley Park (Mindy Chen), Lucas Bravo (Gabriel), Camille Razat (Camille), Samuel Arnold (Julien), Bruno Gouery (Luc), William Abadie (Antoine Lambert) and Lucien Laviscount (Alfie). The series is created and written by Darren Star.

Earlier this month, Netflix also announced games tied to Emily in Paris among other titles, including Squid Game and Selling Sunset.

Emily In Paris Season 4 Part 1 premieres on Aug 15 followed by Part 2 on Sept 12.
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									Embassies unite to honour HM the King

									
								

								To commemorate the 72nd birthday of HM King Maha Vajiralongkorn Phra Vajiraklaochaoyuhua, 12 embassies in Thailand will present special cultural performances under the "Long-Standing Relations" concept at Parc Paragon, M floor of Siam Paragon, daily from 1pm to 7pm, from Friday until July 29.
								The line-up includes a boar mask dance, a garuda dance and a drum dance from Bhutan; China's Engkor dance, a Chinese opera and traditional dance; as well as a dramatic dance telling the story of Narayan Avatar (Dashavataram), an episode from the Ramayana epic from India.

Indonesia will present Tari Puspawresi or Bali dance and an angklung performance. Meanwhile, Japan will demonstrate its unique karate martial art, while Laos will showcase traditional dance, music and a khaen folk song performance. Also expect to see a Gilnori festival parade from South Korea, which will also bring a traditional folk song performance featuring Gayageum together with Thai musical instruments, Jindo drum dance and a Modeumbuk drum performance.

The programme will also feature a contemporary dance titled Shared Language from Australia; a solo piano with singing performance from France; a jazz performance by internationally-renowned musicians from the Netherlands; a specially-choreographed flamenco dance from Spain; and a part of the famous Chicago musical from the US.

[image: A Thai cultural performance. photos courtesy of Siam Paragon]
A Thai cultural performance. (Photos courtesy of Siam Paragon)



Thailand will present khon performances, contemporary dance and muay Thai as well as music performances from the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration (BMA).

The opening ceremony will take place on Friday at 2pm, followed by a ranat ek (xylophone) performance by actor Arm Kornkan, and traditional dances of the four regions featuring actress Yada Narilya.

There is no admission fee. Visit facebook.com/siamparagonshopping or call 02-610-8000.
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									A touch of French elegance

									Panumas goes Gallic with Lilas En Provence collection
								

								Provence is a land of diverse beauty that has unique architecture, classic charm and the breathtaking richness of blooming purple lavender fields. It is the origin of much art, with fresh breezes and the beauty of the natural landscape. The contrasting blue sky and brick orange of the buildings manifest a charm that is unique to the southern part of France.
								The region also inspires the unique fabric patterns seen in the Lilas En Provence collection crafted from silk and satin, meticulously designed to be unique to Panumas.

The main tones in this collection consist of lilac, olive green, aquarelle, mandarin orange and lemon, seamlessly blended into a polka dot graphic pattern inspired by the pollen of lavender flowers contrasting with the green of the stems and leaves. In addition, the rows of lavender fields are perfectly arranged, with the contrasting blue sky against the orange buildings and lavender flower patterns.

The Lilas En Provence collection maintains Panumas' core identity with elegant, modern and contemporary styles, offering comfortable and agile wear suitable for various occasions.

[image: A touch of French elegance]

Every Panumas collection features signature pieces like maxi dresses, jumpsuits and the distinctive draping style evident in cocktail dresses and especially long evening gowns where silk is draped in Panumas style.

The design and tailoring preserve the original, intricate patterns, resulting in beautiful, luxurious and elegant attire perfect for work, dates, shopping and social events. This collection appeals to both loyal Panumas fans and those interested in elegant, sophisticated styles, highlighting strengths and concealing weaknesses, allowing fashionistas to mix and match while providing a fun and vibrant ambience this summer.

For more information, visit panumas.com, Instagram: Panumas_official, Line: @Panumas or call 02-651-8080.
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									Master trading with InnovestX's free online TFEX courses

									
								

								InnovestX Securities, the investment flagship of SCBX Group, presents a series of five online courses to equip investors with the skills necessary to succeed in the TFEX (Thailand Futures Exchange) market.
								[image: InnovestX Securities]
InnovestX Securities



Titled "Master TFEX Trading, Utilize TradingView like A Pro", the courses offer content to help investors interested in TFEX trading and those looking to develop their skills effectively use TradingView investment tools.

The courses also provide comprehensive training, starting from the basics of TFEX trading to advanced techniques using TradingView.

This is an opportunity for investors to learn about tools and strategies to achieve investment goals from InnovestX's specialists Ekpawin Suntarapichard and Songkran Jarusirisawad as well as professional investors, Puripong Nakasuwan, owner of the page Machao Dohoon The Future and Prapat Kitsangpakdee, owner of the page Meawbin Investor.

They will enhance the foundational knowledge of TFEX, covering techniques for using TradingView tools and various indicators effectively, as well as timing TFEX trades using technical analysis.

InnovestX is the only securities company in Thailand where investors can trade TFEX and Thai stocks directly on TradingView through an InnovestX account.

Interested investors can sign up for the courses, free of charge, by simply opening a TFEX investment account with InnovestX on the InnovestX application and registering for the courses via innovestx.co.th by Aug 8.

Upon registration, they will receive confirmation via the registered email to proceed to the courses.

Visit facebook.com/innovestxsecurities.
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									New visa schemes launched to promote tourism

									
								

								Travellers to Thailand for vacations or brief business trips from 93 countries, including Austria, China, South Korea, Canada and Germany, are no longer required to get a visa and can stay in the country for 60 days. Aiming to boost tourism, this exemption can be renewed at an immigration office for an extra 30 days.
								To provide more convenience, travellers from 31 countries and territories, including Armenia, Belarus, El Salvador, Ethiopia and Venezuela, can apply for 15-day visas for 2,000 baht at immigration upon arrival.

In addition, Thailand has launched the Destination Thailand Visa (DTV) designed for remote workers, digital nomads and freelancers as well as those participating in activities such as muay Thai courses, cooking classes, sports training, medical treatments, seminars and music festivals. Spouses and dependent children of DTV holders are also eligible.

Meanwhile, foreign students engaged in higher education can benefit from the new student visa (Non-Immigrant ED Plus) which allows them to remain in the country for an additional year following graduation to find work. Once they have local employment, they are able to change to a Non-Immigration B visa without having to leave Thailand.

Visit thaiconsulatela.thaiembassy.org.
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Vijitr festival arrives in Chiang Mai

Arriving in the North of the country, Vijitr @ Chaing Mai returns to San Kamphaeng Hot Springs for its second edition and runs until this Sunday. Designed under the "Iridescence Land" concept, the festival is divided into 10 zones to showcase the hot spring community through striking lighting displays.

From 5pm to 10pm, visitors can walk through the Iridescence Gate to reach the Dazzling Lantern Tunnel and Iridescent Bubble area. On the way, the Shining Hot Spring Light, Stream of Light Flowing and Glittering Sparkling Light zones inspire visitors to discover more about the beauty of nature.

The Rainbow Market and Glowing Camping are peaceful spots to pull over and take in the views of the Egg Colors Field and the Light of Banyan. There is also a wide range of cultural performances, handicrafts and a parade of food trucks.

Visit facebook.com/GoNorthThailand.
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Catch Doraemon sculpture in Hong Kong's Victoria

Until Aug 18, visitors to Hong Kong's Victoria Dockside, K11 Art and Cultural District, can greet the largest Doraemon sculpture in the world.

The much-loved cartoon characters come to life in the "100% Doraemon & Friends Tour" exhibition, while a variety of interactive displays and immersive installations will take visitors on an amazing journey.

Located in K11 MUSEA's Kunsthalle and Sculpture Park, the "100% Doraemon Manga Art Exhibition Hall" and "100% Doraemon Sculpture Park" feature a collection of 36 Doraemon sculptures and an animated short film produced specifically for Hong Kong.

Along with more than 30 other life-sized Doraemon sculptures, the "100% Doraemon Outdoor Exhibited Area" is home to the towering Doraemon inflatable sculpture.

Visit facebook.com/K11MUSEA.
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Centara Mirage Maldives offers special deals

To celebrate its grand opening, Centara Mirage Lagoon Maldives is offering the Me & Centara promotion for booking until Dec 15, for stays between Nov 1 and Oct 31 next year.

Guests can enjoy up to 25% off available room rates, complimentary stays and meals for up to two children aged 15 and under, while CentaraThe1 members will also receive an additional 15% discount.

The brand-new resort accommodates 145 spacious beach and overwater villas, each with modern amenities, a dining table, plush beds and a private outdoor bathtub, jacuzzi or pool for ultimate relaxation. Families can spend the day at the outdoor water complex, which is home to a refreshing outdoor swimming pool, kids' pool, a meandering lazy river and a water playground.

Visit www.centarahotelsresorts.com/meandcentara.
							



This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.bangkokpost.com/life/travel/2835433/new-visa-schemes-launched-to-promote-tourism



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





    
      
        
          	
            Life
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

      Tech

      
        
          	
            Life
          
          	
            Sections
          
          	
        

      

    

  