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Netanyahu Delivers a Forceful Defense of Israel to Applause in Congress 



The symbolism of the speech by Israel's leader was almost as notable as anything he said, as criticism of the country's war in Gaza grows.




Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel addressed a joint meeting of Congress at the Capitol on Wednesday.




By Annie Karni


Jul 24, 2024


Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel on Wednesday issued a full-throated defense of Israel's military campaign in Gaza, during an address to Congress that laid bare deep divisions in Washington over a war that has killed tens of thousands of Palestinians.



In a speech in which he angrily pushed back on criticism of Israel's conduct of the war that has cleaved the Democratic Party and disrupted American college campuses, Mr. Netanyahu linked Israel's security directly to that of the United States, insisting: "We're not only protecting ourselves; we're protecting you."



"Our enemies are your enemies; our fight is your fight; and our victory will be your victory," Mr. Netanyahu said, emphasizing the strategic role of Israel in countering Iran.



The fact of Mr. Netanyahu's speech was almost as notable as anything he said. In the face of increasing international censure and dissent both in Israel and in the United States, Mr. Netanyahu was seeking to use Congress to lift his sagging political fortunes -- and leaders in both parties obliged with a bipartisan invitation to receive him.



But in the House chamber as he spoke, there was clear evidence of how the longstanding bipartisan consensus to back Israel has eroded in Congress since the Hamas attack of Oct. 7 and the offensive in Gaza that followed. Dozens of Democratic members, including two top senators and Representative Nancy Pelosi, the former speaker, boycotted the speech. Vice President Kamala Harris declined to preside, as is traditional for the vice president, citing a scheduling conflict.



And Representative Rashida Tlaib, Democrat of Michigan and the first Palestinian American member of Congress, held up a sign as Mr. Netanyahu spoke that read "war criminal" on one side and "guilty of genocide" on the other.



Outside, more than 5,000 pro-Palestinian demonstrators massed on streets near the Capitol, some wearing Palestinian kaffiyehs, chanting for the United States to stop arming Israel. As they hoisted signs calling Mr. Netanyahu a "war criminal" and the "prime minister of genocide," some clashed with police who used pepper spray to disperse the crowd and a few burned an effigy of him.



Inside the House chamber, the standing ovations Mr. Netanyahu received were mostly partisan, as Republicans applauded loudly and Democrats hung back, some clapping and others sitting silently and stone-faced. The speech appeared to be aimed at an Israeli audience to demonstrate that his leadership is critical for the state's well-being and its future.



The bipartisan split in support for him is deeply concerning for Israel's future, experts said.



"The one adhesive that has maintained the resilience of the relationship is bipartisanship," said Aaron David Miller, a former Middle East negotiator and adviser in Republican and Democratic administrations. "That is under extreme stress."



He added: "If you have a Republican view and two or three Democratic views about what it means to be pro-Israel, the nature of the relationship is going to change."



Mr. Netanyahu appeared aware of those politics in trying to strike a bipartisan tone.



He emphasized that Israel is a strategic asset and deserves America's support, in a speech in which he praised both President Biden and former President Donald J. Trump. He did not mention Ms. Harris, the Democratic nominee for president, whom he is set to meet later this week.



"He came to Israel to be with us in our darkest hour," Mr. Netanyahu said of Mr. Biden, thanking him for being a self-proclaimed "proud Irish American Zionist."



In a roughly hourlong address, Mr. Netanyahu graphically described what happened on Oct. 7, when 3,000 Hamas terrorists stormed into Israel. "They burned babies alive," he said.



And he placed the war in context with the struggles of Jews throughout history, including the Holocaust. "After Oct. 7, 'Never Again' is now," he said, emphasizing the historical right of the Jewish people to the land of Israel.



In a nod to the deep political divisions the war has sown in the United States, Mr. Netanyahu condemned Americans who have protested his tactics -- including large swaths of the Democratic Party -- equating criticism of his conduct of the war with sympathy for terrorists.



"Many choose to stand with evil, they stand with Hamas, they stand with rapists and murderers," Mr. Netanyahu said of pro-Palestinian protesters. "They should be ashamed of themselves."



He received raucous cheers for calling the protesters outside "Tehran's useful idiots."



"For all we know, Iran is funding the anti-Israel protests that are going on right now, outside this building," he added.



Above all, Mr. Netanyahu sought to claim the moral high ground as he spoke to lawmakers, thanking them for their support against Hamas.



"Give us the tools faster and we'll finish the job faster," Mr. Netanyahu said.



He wore a yellow ribbon in honor of the hostages, even though experts in the region said he was more responsible than anyone else in the country for blocking a deal that would bring them home, because of his own political calculations. He singled out Israeli soldiers seated in the chamber for their heroism, including one who immigrated from Ethiopia and one from Israel's Bedouin community.



"These are the soldiers of Israel -- undaunted, unbowed, unafraid," he said.



Mr. Netanyahu's visit was fraught for Democrats, some of whom wanted to show support for the state of Israel while at the same time criticizing its current leader. Senator Chuck Schumer, Democrat of New York and the minority leader, did not shake hands with Mr. Netanyahu when he entered the chamber.



"Benjamin Netanyahu is the worst leader in Jewish history since the Maccabean king who invited the Romans into Jerusalem over 2,100 years ago," Representative Jerrold Nadler, Democrat of New York, said in a statement ahead of the speech. Still, he sat in the chamber, and rose to applaud Mr. Netanyahu throughout his speech.



Jeremy Ben-Ami, the president of J Street, a liberal pro-Israel advocacy group, immediately criticized the speech for what it failed to do. "The speech was devoid of an actual plan for ending the war and bringing real security and peace to the region," he said in a statement. "His empty calls for 'total victory' are simply an illusion as there is no military solution to the underlying conflict between Israelis and Palestinians."



A few Republicans also did not attend.



Senator JD Vance of Ohio, Mr. Trump's running mate, was on the campaign trail. Representative Thomas Massie, Republican of Kentucky, said that he would not attend the speech, denouncing the event as "political theater." In a social media post, Mr. Massie said "the purpose of having Netanyahu address Congress is to bolster his political standing in Israel."



Robert Jimison
, 
Luke Broadwater
 and 
Maya C. Miller
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/24/us/politics/netanyahu-congress.html
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Late on Sunday morning, Vice President Kamala Harris summoned a small clutch of her closest advisers and allies to the Naval Observatory, where she lives and works, with little notice and even less information.



President Biden had informed Ms. Harris earlier that morning that he was withdrawing from the race. The vice president had assembled her team so that the exact moment Mr. Biden formally quit, at 1:46 p.m. -- one minute after the president had informed his own senior staff -- they were ready to go.



Time was of the essence. A sprawling call list of the most important Democrats to reach had been prepared in advance, according to two people with knowledge of the situation. The vice president, in sneakers and a sweatshirt, began methodically dialing Democratic power brokers.



"I wasn't going to let this day go by without you hearing from me," Ms. Harris had said over and over, as day turned to night, according to five people who received her calls or were briefed on them.



She phoned past Democratic presidents, many of her potential rivals -- including Govs. Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan, JB Pritzker of Illinois and Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania -- the Democratic congressional leaders, Senator Bernie Sanders, the heads of the various influential caucuses and other top Democrats, a person with direct knowledge of the call list said.



The blitz demonstrated exactly the kind of vigor and energy that Mr. Biden had lacked in recent weeks. Mr. Biden 
had reportedly
 made 20 calls to congressional Democrats in the first 10 or so days after the debate, while his candidacy hung in the balance. Ms. Harris made 100 calls in 10 hours.



At the same time that Ms. Harris was dialing, a new whip operation was set up to wrangle delegates who will ultimately select the nominee, integrating her team and the pre-existing Biden-Harris campaign's delegate operation.




Mr. Biden quickly endorsed Ms. Harris, and her potential challengers soon followed suit.




Within 48 hours, Ms. Harris had functionally cleared the Democratic field of every serious rival, clinched the support of more delegates than needed to secure the party nomination, raised more than $100 million and delivered a crisper message against former President Donald J. Trump than Mr. Biden had mustered in months.



It amounted to a remarkable display of early dominance for Ms. Harris and 
an organic outpouring
 of enthusiasm. And it allowed a Democratic Party that had been holding its collective breath in the month since Mr. Biden's uncomfortably inarticulate debate to finally exhale.



"It was a very well-orchestrated cascade," said Howard Dean, a former chairman of the Democratic National Committee and a past presidential candidate himself. "I have to confess I am surprised myself how fast this has gone."



The sitting vice president was always going to be the front-runner to win the Democratic nomination if and when Mr. Biden stepped aside. To deny Ms. Harris would also have meant breaking with one of the party's most valuable and loyal constituencies: Black women.



The story of how Ms. Harris so efficiently and effectively locked down the nomination -- "a perfect 48 hours," Robby Mook, who managed Hillary Clinton's 2016 campaign, 
has called it
 -- was told through interviews with more than two dozen people who are supporting Ms. Harris, involved with her campaign or who interacted with it. Many of those people requested anonymity to speak candidly about matters they were not authorized to discuss.



Top Democrats decided to look past any nagging concerns about Ms. Harris in one fell swoop, as Republicans eagerly began to recirculate old clips of her taking liberal stances that could make her vulnerable in November, such as opposing fracking, supporting Medicare for all and declaring that those who cross the border illegally are not criminals.



In some ways, the window for Ms. Harris's might-have-been rivals closed after a mere 27 minutes. That was the amount of time between when Mr. Biden announced he was quitting and when he endorsed her as his successor,
 
at 2:13 p.m. in a post on X
.



The Biden endorsement offered more than just the president's imprimatur, which would be powerful enough. It cleared the way for Ms. Harris to access the $96 million sitting in the Biden-Harris campaign coffers and a 1,300-strong campaign team that no potential rival could compete with. The first paperwork making the formal transition was filed at 4:48 p.m. with the Federal Election Commission, records show.



The party was also primed to unify. After a chaotic and damaging three weeks of infighting about Mr. Biden's mental capacity, a broad range of Democrats were desperate to refocus on Mr. Trump, and Ms. Harris was the only viable path to come together quickly. The speed with which the consolidation happened was reminiscent of how the party had first rallied behind Mr. Biden in 2020 after he won the South Carolina primary and a contest with Mr. Trump loomed.




To deny Ms. Harris the party's nomination would have meant breaking with one of its most valuable and loyal constituencies: Black women.




Former President Bill Clinton and former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton had, in private discussions ahead of Mr. Biden's exit, said that the No. 1 priority for the party was unity, according to two people with knowledge of those conversations. The Clintons, these people said, believed that a speedy coming together above all else would maximize the party's chances against Mr. Trump.



Ms. Harris called each of them separately, and within an hour of Mr. Biden's endorsement, the Clintons had issued their own joint endorsement that served as a clarion call to the broader party that it was time to coalesce.



A wave of endorsements followed, not just from likely allies in the Congressional Black Caucus and the California delegation but also across the party's ideological spectrum. Representative Matt Cartwright, a moderate who has won in a northeastern Pennsylvania district that Mr. Trump has carried, said he was 
"proud"
 to support Ms. Harris.



One of the few people yet to endorse her as of Wednesday afternoon is former President Barack Obama, whom Ms. Harris had called on Sunday.



Representative Joyce Beatty, an Ohio Democrat who previously served as the chair of the Congressional Black Caucus, said it was "ridiculous" that anyone besides Ms. Harris would have even been considered -- and not just because she would be the "first Black woman" to serve as the nominee.



"It was that you're going to skip over the most qualified and vetted person -- our vice president -- who happens to be female and a person of color?" Ms. Beatty said.



Overall, the embrace of Ms. Harris was so widespread that congressional Republicans stopped tracking which vulnerable Democrats had endorsed her and kept tabs on only the smaller list of who had not.



Money, meanwhile, was gushing into the campaign. The Harris campaign said in a memo that as of Tuesday evening it had topped $126 million raised since Mr. Biden's exit.



The seamlessness of Ms. Harris's ascent -- all her biggest potential rivals have already endorsed her -- impressed a range of party leaders after years of private sniping and second-guessing of her political skills.



Even some at the White House and the newly transformed Harris campaign in Wilmington, Del., privately confided that the vice president's energetic early appearances were a refreshing change from those of the 81-year-old president, whose verbal stumbles were constant fodder on the right.



In her first appearances, Ms. Harris sketched out a new line of attack against Mr. Trump, homing in on her time as a prosecutor and his status as a felon. And the campaign is now seeking to invert the age argument that had proved so damaging, calling Mr. Trump's age -- he is 78 -- a "weight" on him on Tuesday in an email.



Ms. Harris assured her new campaign staff on a visit to Wilmington this week that she was keeping the operation's top two officials, Jen O'Malley Dillon, the campaign chair, and Julie Chavez Rodriguez, the campaign manager.



But people close to Ms. Harris expect that while she will not change the existing campaign apparatus, she will make at least one addition of a high-level senior adviser. That person would function in the role of a top strategist with a direct relationship with her. Among the names that have been under discussion in the Harris orbit are David Plouffe and Jim Messina, who managed Barack Obama's two successful campaigns for president, in 2008 and 2012, respectively.




As of Wednesday afternoon, former President Barack Obama, left, was one of the few Democrats not to have endorsed Ms. Harris.




Some members of Mr. Biden's senior brain trust, such as Mike Donilon, are not expected to maintain as significant of a role in the Harris campaign.



The Harris operation for months had been working alongside the Biden team to recruit delegates, and she had her own base of loyalists across the nation. 



On Sunday at the Naval Observatory, her team had worked into the night, ordering pizza and salad from Andy's, a local Washington, D.C., chain, with anchovies on the vice president's pizza. By the next night, less than 36 hours after Mr. Biden's exit, Ms. Harris had secured the support of a majority of the delegates that she needs to win the nomination next month. By Tuesday, she had locked down the backing of more than 3,100 of the party's 4,000 total delegates, according to 
an Associated Press survey
.



The Harris takeover was completed early on Tuesday afternoon, just before the 48-hour mark since Mr. Biden's exit, when the two Democratic congressional leaders, Senator Chuck Schumer and Representative Hakeem Jeffries, both of New York, endorsed Ms. Harris.



By then, Ms. Harris was on her way to Milwaukee, for her first appearance in a battleground state as the new face of the Democratic Party.



She was greeted by a crowd the campaign estimated at more than 3,500 -- larger than any campaign crowd Mr. Biden had drawn during the entirety of his candidacy.



Reid J. Epstein
 contributed reporting.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/24/us/politics/kamala-harris-democrats-nomination.html
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There is a glorious folly to the Paris Olympics, the first in the city since 1924, as if France in its perennial revolutionary ardor took a century to ponder something unimaginable, the transformation of a great city into a stadium.



The heart of Paris has fallen silent in preparation for the opening ceremony on Friday, when a flotilla will usher thousands of athletes down the Seine, under the low-slung bridges where lovers like to linger. Not since the Covid-19 pandemic has the city been so still, or so constrained.



From the Pont d'Austerlitz in the east to the Pont Mirabeau in the west, roads are closed, newly built stands for spectators line the riverbanks, fences enclose sidewalks and residents need police-issued QR codes to reach their homes. The golden cherubs, nymphs and winged horses of the Pont Alexandre III gaze out on metal bleachers and posses of police.



The Olympic project is almost unthinkable in its audacity, and a major security headache, but then the Eiffel Tower would never have risen above Paris in 1889 if the many naysayers had prevailed. As it went up for the Paris World Fair, Guy de Maupassant called the tower a "giant hideous skeleton" that had driven him out of Paris.



Now, between its first and second floors, five giant Olympic rings -- in blue, yellow, black, green and red -- adorn the tower. They glow at night over the Champ de Mars park, where the beach volleyball competition will be held. Nearby flows the Seine, beautified at a cost of about $1.5 billion and clean enough, it is said, for several Olympic events, including two 10-kilometer swims and the triathlon.



Swimming in the Seine was banned 101 years ago. All things come to an end. These Games, at a cost of about $4.75 billion, were conceived to be transformative in a lasting, environmentally conscious way. "We wanted a dash of revolution, something the French would look back at with pride," Tony Estanguet, the head of the Paris Olympics committee, told me.




A tourist boat on the Seine, where boats will ferry the athletes during the opening ceremony on Friday.





The Palace of Versailles will host equestrian events.





The Olympic marathon will begin at City Hall, where in 1944 Gen. Charles de Gaulle made one of his most memorable speeches.




Paris has seen its share of upheaval over the centuries. To walk its streets is to be accompanied by history and to be ambushed from time to time, even after many years, by some previously unnoticed inflection of beauty.



To be a "flaneur," poorly translatable as a wanderer, is a particularly Parisian state, capturing the random meandering of the observer who is entranced by the city and its people. "America is my country and Paris is my hometown," said Gertrude Stein, the novelist and art collector.



Wonderment is a common condition here. The way the light falls -- on a golden dome, or through the leaves of the plane trees, or on the limestone walls of a handsome boulevard, or across the shimmering water of the Seine at dusk -- stops visitors in their tracks. The City of Light is also the city of etched shadows ever redrawing its lines.



In summer, crowds of young people gather on the river bank. They drink wine and beer. They play music. Sightseeing boats glide past, carrying tourists who wave and are waved at. The sensual conviviality that has made "Paris" and "romance" inseparable words is palpable.



Among the revelers there is generally a reader or two holding a book, isolating earbuds in place, lost in solitary musing. Paris is a city where books are prized and authors celebrated in prominent posters and other ads that in the United States would be reserved for Hollywood movies.



It is also a city of formality and refuge. Quiet spaces abut architectural grandeur. You are never far from magnificence, perhaps most extravagantly illustrated by Napoleon's tomb at the Hotel des Invalides, but never far, either, from an unsuspected covered arcade, like the Passage Verdeau, that snakes from a Grand Boulevard into an intimate world. Hidden enclaves like the little St. Vincent Cemetery in Montmartre are part of the ever renewed mystery of the city.




Swimmers in the Seine last week. A flotilla will usher athletes down the river in the opening ceremony.





The Grand Palais will host taekwondo and fencing. 





The Louvre will be on the course for the marathon and the cycling road race.




Even in the approaches to the Grand Palais, built just off the Avenue des Champs-Elysees for the Paris World Fair of 1900, gravel paths lead through secluded greenery. The immense palace, with its classical stone facade and vaulted roof of iron, steel and glass, will host the taekwondo and fencing events. It seems a suitable setting for the saber.



A little farther down, at the Place de la Concorde, athletes in three-a-side basketball, break dancing (known in the Olympics as break) and BMX freestyle (motocross stunt riders) will compete for gold medals. Guests at the adjacent Crillon Hotel, the ne plus ultra of Paris luxury, may not be amused.



Of course, central Paris is not all of Paris. Much of the Games will take place in Seine-Saint-Denis, a densely populated neighborhood north of the city blighted by poverty, crime and the faltering integration of mainly North African immigrants, deprived of decent schools and opportunity.



It is also a vibrant melting pot and a testament to France's growing diversity. The Olympic Village will be housed there, and a new 5,000-seat Aquatics Center. A clean river and a revitalized Seine-Saint-Denis integrated into a "Grand Paris" are two of the core aspirations of the Games.



They are noble ambitions, but in France seeing is believing. Clashes over immigration policy in places like Seine-Saint-Denis have been one of the factors poisoning French politics of late, leaving the country deadlocked and with no more than a caretaker government as the Games begin.



Of course, malaise is nothing new in France; in fact, it's a French word for a long-term national condition.



I see this newly birthed stadium city through many-layered memory. There are places you come to at an impressionable age that will not leave you. Almost a half-century ago, I lived as a student in a tiny apartment at the bottom of the Rue Mouffetard on the Left Bank. I was studying French and giving English lessons three times a week in a high school in a southern suburb famous principally for its prison.




The Hotel des Invalides will be the backdrop for archery and the finish of the marathon.





In summer, crowds of young people gather on the Seine riverbank. 





At the Place de la Concorde, athletes will compete in three-a-side basketball and other events.




I would return in the early evening and wander around the Mouffetard market -- the mackerel glistening on their bed of ice, the serried ranks of eggplant, the raucous invitations to buy the last of the silvery sardines for a song. Acrid smoke from Gauloise cigarettes swirled in the wintry air. My single window on the city offered inexhaustible distraction.



The smoke has gone, largely, from Paris and there are fewer bracing glasses of sauvignon blanc being served midmorning. English has made a devastating assault on French, with "le sharing" and "le bashing" among my recent least favorites.



Yet the unique texture of Paris endures -- that web of zinc roofs and dormer windows and chimney pots and black-grilled balconies and peeling off-white shutters and cobblestone streets and gravel pathways and flat-topped pollarded trees and inviting bistros with names like Chez Ginette that make it easy for movie directors like Wes Anderson to long to be French, or even imagine they are.



Food still occupies a central place in Paris. Lunch remains an honored ritual, despite the encroachment of fast food. The advice of A.J. Liebling, the New Yorker writer and gourmand of Paris, remains useful: "Each day brings only two opportunities for fieldwork, and they are not to be wasted minimizing the intake of cholesterol."



Nothing is more Parisian than the hill of Montmartre, topped by the white-domed Basilique du Sacre-Coeur, besieged by tourists taking as many selfies as photographs of the splendid panorama beneath them. Here the likes of Picasso and Modigliani lived, and here cyclists will climb repeatedly during the road cycling Olympic event.



The Rue Lepic winds down the hill. At one of its curves stands Au Virage Lepic, or the Lepic Bend, a small restaurant with tables set close together.



"What we need from the Olympics is gaiety!" said Maria Leite, the owner of the restaurant, who complained that business was way down as tourists shied away from the Olympics and accompanying restrictions.



Michel Thiriet, 78, a habitue of the restaurant, was lunching alone on steak tartare. I asked him if he was enthused by the Olympics. No, he said, echoing the sentiment of many Parisians who have fled what they see as the life-complicating takeover of their city. For Mr. Thiriet, it was all a form of "megalomania."




Nothing is more Parisian than the hill of Montmartre. Here, Olympic road cyclists will climb repeatedly.










The Pont Alexandre III, on the courses for the triathlon, marathon swimming and road cycling.




He told me he was a retired movie cameraman. And what, I wondered, does he do now? "I am awaiting death with tranquillity," he said. Fierce realism is another characteristic of a city that has seen it all.



A poll last week by IFOP, a market-research group, found that 36 percent of French people were indifferent to the Games and 27 percent anxious about them. That may well change once it all begins. The Olympics will usher an expected 11.3 million visitors through the history of France, to the Palace of Versailles for equestrian events amid the urns and statuary and formal symmetry of the Gardens, where French royals once disported themselves before being decapitated in the Revolution of 1789.



At the Hotel de Ville, or City Hall, more elaborate than many a royal palace, the Olympic marathon will begin. It was here on Aug. 25, 1944, in a Paris just liberated from the Nazis, that Gen. Charles de Gaulle made one of his most memorable speeches. "Paris! Paris outraged! Paris broken! Paris martyred! But Paris freed!" he said, before attributing the liberation to "the only France, the true France, the eternal France."



Nearby, on the Ile de la Cite, stands the Cathedral of Notre-Dame, its spire now replaced after the fire of 2019, but still encased in scaffolding as its restoration nears completion. Beyond it, at the east end of the island, is the Memorial to the Martyrs of Deportation, among them the 75,000 Jews killed in Nazi camps by the other France, that of the collaborationist Vichy regime, against which de Gaulle fought and of which he said nothing in his speech.



In some ways the very survival of Paris, marked at different times by religious wars, revolutionary terror and murderous hatred, is a miracle. In the small garden under the Pont Neuf, there is a plaque that commemorates the thousands of Protestants "assassinated because of their religion" in the city in August 1572. I never fail to stop there when I can.



From beneath the willows at the western edge of the Ile de la Cite, which points its prow down the river, the city stretches away past the Louvre toward the faintly silhouetted hills of the suburb of St. Cloud. Many have asked, as many of the Olympic athletes no doubt will as they sail toward the Eiffel Tower and Trocadero: What is this magical harmony of Paris?



It is grace and it is calm and it is consolation for the weary, but perhaps in the end it cannot be pinpointed, and that is of the nature of magic. "Fluctuat nec mergitur," says the city's motto. "She is rocked by the waves but does not sink." With luck, the Olympics will raise Paris still higher and, in a world marked by wars, offer reconciliation and peace.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/24/world/olympics/paris-history-change.html
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Biden Says It Is Time to Step Aside for a Fresh, Younger Voice



In an Oval Office address, President Biden praised Vice President Kamala Harris and said "it's been the privilege of my life to serve this nation for over 50 years." 




"Nothing can come in the way of democracy," Mr. Biden said. "And that includes personal ambition."




By Katie Rogers


Jul 25, 2024


President Biden told the American public in an Oval Office address on Wednesday that he had abandoned his re-election campaign because there is "a time and a place for new voices, fresh voices -- yes, younger voices."



His words, lasting 11 minutes in all, were the first extensive ones from Mr. Biden since his decision to step aside, and expanded on his initial announcement, 
delivered in a post on social media
 on Sunday, that he was dropping out of the race. His tone was wistful and his speech was an early farewell.



"It's been the privilege of my life to serve this nation for over 50 years,'' he said



Sitting behind the Resolute Desk and surrounded by photos of his family, Mr. Biden ticked through the accomplishments of his term, ranging from the choice of the first Black woman to be a Supreme Court justice to pulling the country out of a paralyzing pandemic. He expressed gratitude to the American people for allowing a "kid with a stutter" from modest beginnings in Scranton, Pa., to reach the pinnacle of American politics.



Just beyond the camera, dozens of aides and several members of his family, including Jill Biden, the first lady, watched as Mr. Biden said he would walk away from the office they had worked to help him reach for decades.



"I revere this office," he said, "but I love my country more."



Ultimately, Mr. Biden said, he concluded that "the best way forward is to pass the torch to a new generation." The president praised Vice President Kamala Harris -- "she's experienced, she's tough, she's capable" -- but warned, as he has for years, that Americans faced a choice between preserving democracy and allowing it to backslide.



"History is in your hands," Mr. Biden said. "The power is in your hands. The idea of America lies in your hands. We just have to keep faith, keep the faith, and remember who we are."




President Biden returned to Washington on Tuesday after spending the first part of the week recovering from Covid at his beach house in Delaware.




Mr. Biden, who spent the first part of the week recovering from Covid at his beach house in Delaware, spoke with a rasp and slight slur in his voice, speaking sometimes haltingly as he promised that he would defend his legacy and do what he could to help Ms. Harris win the election against former President Donald J. Trump. He stared straight ahead into the camera and seldom blinked.



"Over the next six months I will be focused on doing my job as president," Mr. Biden said. "That means I will continue to lower costs for hard-working families, grow our economy. I will keep defending our personal freedoms and civil rights, from the right to vote to the right to choose."



This speech was the fourth Oval Office address of Mr. Biden's presidency and the second just this month. Ten days ago, Mr. Biden urged Americans to lower the political temperature after a gunman opened fire at a Trump rally in Pennsylvania, wounding the former president and killing one of his supporters.



Other than saying it was time to pass the torch to someone young, Mr. Biden offered no other reason for his decision to step down. He did not mention the three-week pressure campaign from his own party to get him out of the race after his faltering and at times incoherent debate performance with Mr. Trump in June 27.



Mr. Biden and his advisers, aides said, still believed that he had a path to victory, but that he had been unable to flip the focus from his debate showing back onto the policies espoused by Mr. Trump. His decision to turn the race over to Ms. Harris 
ultimately overrode some of his private concerns
 about her ability to be able to win in a general election.



The drafting of his Wednesday address began on Sunday 
after Mr. Biden made the decision
 to drop out. Mike Donilon, one of the president's senior aides, helped Mr. Biden fashion the remarks. Jon Meacham, the presidential historian, contributed to the speech, as well as Vinay Reddy, a White House speechwriter.




Mr. Biden began drafting Wednesday's address on Sunday, after he decided to abandon his bid for re-election.




Mr. Biden now has six months to bolster a legacy that he is proud of but that gained little traction among Democratic voters, who had long registered their concerns in polls about his age and ability to do the job. Over the last three-and-a-half years, Mr. Biden worked to repair frayed relations with American allies in the West, passed a raft of landmark legislation and helped lead the country out of a crippling pandemic.



But Mr. Biden, a former senator who spent 36 years priding himself in his ability to find compromise on legislation, now has little hope to deliver on unfulfilled promises he has made on issues ranging from women's rights to voting protections.



In recent days, Ms. Harris has blazed onto the campaign trail, surfing a wave of hope and enthusiasm from Democratic voters that was absent during much of Mr. Biden's presidency. Though Mr. Biden has promised to campaign vigorously for the vice president, his schedule for next week remains relatively clear, beyond a trip to Austin on Monday to speak at the presidential library of President Lyndon B. Johnson -- the last Democratic president who decided not to seek re-election.



Mr. Biden is also facing heightened pressure from Republicans -- including Mr. Trump's new running mate, Senator JD Vance of Ohio -- who argue that he must resign if he does not think he would be able to serve a second term.



In a press briefing on Wednesday, Karine Jean-Pierre, the White House press secretary, said that Mr. Biden would not resign and, in fact, still believes that he would be able to fulfill his duties four years into a second term.



He did not say any of that in the Oval Office. Instead, he said repeatedly that he had put the good of the country before his political aspirations.



"Nothing can come in the way of saving our democracy," Mr. Biden said. "That includes personal ambition."
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She travels the country in white, rosaries swinging from her neck. Women cry in her arms, men beg her for salvation. Stripped of her bodyguard last week by the government, she traversed the streets unprotected.



As she climbed onto the windshield of her battered car -- her makeshift stage -- supporters jostled to touch her. One passed her a hand-drawn portrait. Inside the frameless image, Maria Corina Machado was shielded by the Venezuelan flag and the arms of Jesus Christ.



"Maria!" yelled one supporter, "help us!"



Ms. Machado, 56, the newest leader of Venezuela's opposition, has struck fear into the hearts of the country's ruling party. In a matter of months, she has emerged from the political sidelines to build a powerful social movement capable of bringing thousands of people to the streets -- and perhaps millions to the ballot box.



She is not the one running for president, but she is the driving force behind the main opposition candidate, a little-known diplomat named 
Edmundo Gonzalez
. 



The mobilization Ms. Machado has catalyzed follows years of political apathy in Venezuela, where the government of President Nicolas Maduro has crushed protests and arrested dissidents, helping to spur 
an enormous exodus from the country
.




Supporters of President Nicolas Maduro this month in Caracas. Mr. Maduro has warned of a "blood bath" if he does not win the election.




An effort backed by the Trump administration to install a young legislator named Juan Guaido as interim president failed, and last year Mr. Guaido fled to the United States.



Now, Ms. Machado, a conservative former member of the national assembly once rejected by her own colleagues, has not only corralled Venezuela's fractious opposition behind her, but has also captivated a broad swath of the electorate with a promise for sweeping government change.



Even former critics say her movement is the country's most important since the one built by Hugo Chavez, Mr. Maduro's mentor and the founder of Venezuela's 25-year-old socialist project.



A key difference is that "Chavismo coalesced around an ideological proposal for the country" -- socialism -- while "Maria Corina's movement revolves around the people's weariness with Madurismo," said Andres Izarra, who worked as Mr. Chavez's communications minister before becoming a government critic and going into exile.




Ms. Machado has spent two decades in politics and activism. Her voter mobilization "is the most significant since Chavez came to power," said Andres Izarra, who used to work for Mr. Chavez.




Under Mr. Maduro, the country has witnessed an extraordinary economic contraction -- 
the largest outside of war
 in at least 50 years, economists say. While the economy has improved slightly in recent years, millions of people still cannot afford enough food or critical medications.



If Mr. Maduro stays in power, polls show that large numbers of Venezuelans 
plan to flee the country
, a northward movement that could begin weeks before the U.S. presidential election.



"For the future of our children!" shouted one young woman as Ms. Machado's car last week rolled through the city of Guanare, a six-hour drive west of Caracas, the capital.



That morning, Ms. Machado's security adviser was the latest in a string of campaign members to be arrested by the government. To evade authorities, the opposition leader sped out of Caracas before dawn, her car windows still bearing the cracks from rock-throwing Maduro supporters.



By late afternoon, she had climbed onto her car's roof in Guanare, wearing pearl earrings and a ponytail.




Ms. Machado campaigning from atop her car in Guanare. She has promised to revive the economy and reunite families separated by migration.




The cries of support reached a fever pitch. At her side, a man without shoes asked how he could help protect her.



In a barely audible speech delivered through a megaphone, Ms. Machado promised to revive the economy and bring children who had migrated back home.



Her popularity will be tested this Sunday, when the country holds a presidential election that could bring an end to 25 years of socialist rule.



Since taking office in 2013, Mr. Maduro has held elections to try to lend legitimacy to his government. He has often 
tilted the ballot box in his favor
, banning popular competitors or 
outright inventing the results
.



In January, 
a high court ruled
 that Ms. Machado was barred from the ballot. Then came a surprise: The government allowed her coalition to nominate a different candidate, and Mr. Gonzalez became the consensus choice.



If the opposition wins, Mr. Gonzalez, 74, will be president. But from Washington to Caracas, everyone understands that Ms. Machado is the driving force behind the movement.




Edmundo Gonzalez at home in Caracas. He emerged as a consensus candidate after other opposition candidates, including Ms. Machado, were blocked from running.




In a joint interview, the pair declined to say what role Ms. Machado would have in a Gonzalez administration. But Ms. Machado said that she believed they could win.



"Never in 25 years have we gone into an election in such a strong position," she said.



As the vote nears, the nation is on tenterhooks. Polls show enormous support for the opposition. But Mr. Maduro has shown little interest in giving up power. Last week, he vowed at a campaign event that Venezuela would fall 
"into a blood bath, into a fratricidal civil war
" if he didn't win.



The eldest of four daughters in a prominent steel business family, Ms. Machado attended an elite Catholic girls' school in Caracas and a boarding school in Wellesley, Mass. In 
a 2005 interview
 with The New York Times, she called her youth "a childhood protected from contact with reality."



She trained as an engineer and then took a position in the family company, Sivensa, before working with her mother in a home for abandoned children.




Supporters of Ms. Machado and Mr. Gonzalez during a rally in Valencia, Venezuela. They have galvanized supporters tired of financial struggle and political repression.




She became a political activist in 2002, helping to found a voter rights group, Sumate, that eventually led a failed effort to recall Mr. Chavez. She 
was a darling of Washington
 -- the U.S. government provided financial aid to Sumate -- and became one of Mr. Chavez's most detested adversaries.



But it wasn't just the government that loathed her. Among colleagues in the opposition, she was often viewed as too conservative, too confrontational and too "sifrina" -- Venezuelan for "snobbishly high class" -- to become the movement's leader.



She has said that the politician she most admires 
is Margaret Thatcher
, the conservative icon known for her stubbornness and fealty to the free market. And Ms. Machado has long supported 
privatizing
 PDVSA, the state oil company, a move other opposition leaders say would put Venezuela's most valuable resource in the hands of a few.



In 2012, when Ms. Machado was a legislator, she clashed with Mr. Chavez in a televised debate, 
accusing him
 of robbing everyday Venezuelans through expropriation.



Mr. Chavez mocked her. "Eagles don't hunt flies," he told her. He was the eagle. She was the fly.



For her bullish rhetoric, journalists and analysts began to call Ms. Machado her country's "iron lady," the nickname given to Ms. Thatcher.



Questions still surround Ms. Machado's actions in 2002, when dissident military officers and opposition figures 
led a short-lived coup
 meant to oust Mr. Chavez. Ms. Machado was at the presidential palace during the installation of a new president, Pedro Carmona.



In the 2005 interview with The Times, Ms. Machado insisted that she and her mother were in the palace that day only to visit Mr. Carmona's wife, a family friend -- not to support the coup.



More recently, 
in a 2019 interview
 with the BBC, Ms. Machado called on "Western democracies" to understand that Mr. Maduro would only leave power "in the face of a credible, imminent and severe threat of the use of force."




Ms. Machado praying at the Basilica of the National Shrine of Our Lady of Coromoto, Venezuela's patron saint, in Guanare.




But today, Ms. Machado's supporters say this battle-ready toughness is exactly what the country needs.



She has also moderated her tone, and now leads with an accompanying softness, cutting across political lines by promising to unite families separated by migration.



She is a mother of three adult children, all of whom live abroad.



Henrique Capriles, an opposition leader who has criticized Ms. Machado in the past, said that her political independence ultimately benefited her, allowing her to gain the trust of voters disenchanted by the rest of the opposition.



Still, he added that Mr. Gonzalez, a quiet diplomat, might be better suited for the delicate task of dismantling the 25-year-old socialist system. Within power sectors like the armed forces, Ms. Machado is likely to be seen as an antagonistic figure looking to exact retribution on those associated with Mr. Maduro.



On the campaign trail, she has promised to "
bury socialism forever
" and create a nation where "the criminals and the corrupt go to prison."



"Edmundo doesn't generate fear," Mr. Capriles said. "That's not a weakness, it's a strength."



A decade ago, the government banned Ms. Machado from leaving the country, clearly viewing her lobbying in Washington as a threat. Now, it seems that keeping her at home may have been one Mr. Maduro's biggest tactical errors.



Doris Lugo, 40, attended the event in Guanare, explaining that her husband and son had left the country in search of work.



"But soon they will return," she said, confident that Mr. Gonzalez and Ms. Machado would triumph.



"We have faith in God," she added, "that the fly is going to trap the eagle."




Ms. Machado during a campaign rally in Caracas this month.




Anatoly Kurmanaev
 contributed reporting from Caracas, and 
Genevieve Glatsky
 from Bogota. 
Kitty Bennett
 contributed research.
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Why Katharine Graham's Washington Home Has Sat Vacant for 22 Years



The home of the former Washington Post publisher was once a hub of power and comity. But after an "insane" renovation spat, its new owner is looking to sell.




The Beall-Washington house before a garden brunch in April. When the owners hired a team of building and landscape architects to plan an expansion in 2014, their ambitions set off an immediate uproar.




By Elizabeth Williamson


Jul 23, 2024


President-elect John F. Kennedy was there for dinner the night before his inauguration. Years later, President-elect Ronald Reagan was there too. So were Truman Capote, Princess Diana, Supreme Court justices, cabinet members, diplomats, financiers and thousands more who came to a hub of bipartisan Washington power where guests dined, debated and often parted as friends.



"It was a special place to grow up," said Donald Graham, a former publisher of The Washington Post, remembering his childhood home.



For nearly 60 years, Katharine Graham, Mr. Graham's mother, presided over the grand Beaux-Arts house at 2920 R Street in Georgetown, first as the young bride of Philip Graham, the publisher of The Post, and then as publisher herself after her husband's death. After she died in 2001 her estate sold the home to Mark Ein, a venture capitalist and philanthropist who owns Washington City Paper and has a stake in the city's N.F.L. team, the Commanders, and in its world-class tennis tournament, the Mubadala Citi D.C. Open. He paid $8 million.



Mr. Ein, then a bachelor, had no plans to entertain in Mrs. Graham's grand style and did not move in. But after he 
married Sally Stiebel in the home's garden in 2013
, the couple decided to raise their family there. It seemed a new chapter had begun.



It was not to be. Neighbors, who had already clucked about Mr. Ein's failure to shovel his sidewalks to their standards, complained about the couple's plans to renovate and expand the house. A review panel repeatedly rejected the couple's plans, including in a hearing that nearly ended in a fistfight.



The Eins gave up, and the house has sat vacant, its iron fence rusting and its front lawn pocked with weeds. Inside, its once-grand dining room attests to a long-ago Washington where legislators from both parties got together on weekends instead of fleeing the fractious capital. The evolution of the storied house tracks the city's own journey into polarized camps where presidents rarely, if ever, drop by private homes.




Mark and Sally Ein at the house with their children. They now live across the Potomac River from Georgetown in Virginia.




Now, 22 years after Mr. Ein bought the house, he and his wife are considering a sale. Their long ordeal, Mr. Ein said in an interview, was "weirdly emotional."



He and Ms. Ein had been drawn to the experience of raising their children in a historic home. But the failure of that plan "was not about a neighborhood that didn't want us because they did en masse, and still do," he said. "It was more about insane inconsistency in a process where members of the historic board encouraged us to press forward, but then there's no transparency or accountability."



Lally Weymouth, Mrs. Graham's daughter, who lives in New York, put it a different way. "Washington used to be a much easier place to live," she said. Now, "everybody hates everybody."



'Love at Almost-First Sight'



The Beall-Washington house, as historians call Mrs. Graham's old home, was built around 1784 by Thomas Beall, the second mayor of Georgetown. George Corbin Washington, a great-nephew of the first president and Mr. Beall's son-in-law, lived there for many years, followed by a succession of Washington's descendants.



The home's modern history began in 1929, when it was sold to William "Wild Bill" Donovan, a founder of the Office of Strategic Services, the precursor to the C.I.A. Mr. Donovan directed the O.S.S. from the house, where his staff included so many upper-crust men that some joked the agency's initials stood for "Oh So Social." Mr. Donovan put the house on the market in 1946, and a young Mrs. Graham was transfixed.



"It was love at almost-first sight," she wrote in her autobiography, "Personal History." She described it as "a comfortable country sort of house that the city had grown up around" with "a large expanse of front lawn, a long pebble driveway, an old-fashioned back porch and a big sloping back yard with lots of trees."



Her husband, Philip Graham, was not as enamored, she wrote.



"Are you mad?" he erupted when he saw the property and its $125,000 price tag. The Grahams nonetheless offered $115,000, still not enough for Mr. Donovan, who wanted his asking price. Mrs. Graham's father, Eugene Meyer, stepped in. "Kay will pay it," he told Mr. Donovan over dinner.



Mrs. Graham was incensed about her father's intervention. "When it's where you want to live," her father responded, "don't bargain."



The property became a playground for the four Graham children and their friends, who competed in sports on the grounds, tore through the rooms and at least once jumped through an upper-floor bedroom window into the swimming pool. Mrs. Graham rarely locked the front door, even though in 1955 a 14-year-old with "an urge to go riding" swiped the family station wagon from the circular driveway.




A view of the yard during the brunch party. "It was a special place to grow up," said Donald Graham, a former publisher of The Washington Post, remembering his childhood home. 




In 1963, Mr. Graham died by suicide at the family's Virginia retreat and Mrs. Graham took his place leading The Post. The history-making continued in the house. It was where Mrs. Graham made the decision to publish the Pentagon Papers, the secret history of America's involvement in Vietnam.



It was also where she was shocked to learn that John Mitchell, President Richard M. Nixon's attorney general, had warned Carl Bernstein about a forthcoming article about the Watergate scandal. "Katie Graham's gonna get her tit caught in a big fat wringer if that's published," Mr. Mitchell memorably said.



In her book, Mrs. Graham noted that it was "especially strange for him to call me 'Katie,' which no one has ever called me."



In July 2001, Mrs. Graham, 84, died of injuries sustained in a fall at a meeting in Idaho. She is buried next to her husband in a plot across R Street in Oak Hill Cemetery. Her gravesite is visible from the front drive of her old home.



'Dappled Afternoon Light'



When Mr. Ein bought the house in 2002, it had not been fully renovated since the Grahams' 1960 overhaul. In 2014, the year after his marriage, he and his wife hired a team of building and landscape architects to plan an expansion. They prepared to go before the Old Georgetown Board, which reviews changes to historic properties in the neighborhood.



The couple had been friendly with their neighbors, several of whom attended their wedding. But their ambitions for the house, which initially included a two-story addition in back and two large garages in front, set off an immediate uproar.



The home's next-door neighbors, Jane and Calvin Cafritz, and a neighbor across the street, Robert Budic, emerged as the most strident critics. The Cafritzes, members of a prominent Washington real estate family, said the addition would ruin their property's "feeling of openness," "cause irreparable damage to several of our very mature specimen trees" and eliminate the "dappled afternoon light" between the two homes.



Mr. Budic wrote that the project would dismay visitors who "stand in awe as they take in the facade and the vista, the open and welcoming entrance that has greeted presidents, heads of state and royalty."




The home has hosted several notable guests over the years, including Pete Buttigieg, the transportation secretary.




Asked to comment, Ms. Cafritz said: "Thank you for the opportunity. I'm going to decline it." (Mr. Cafritz died last year.) Reached by phone, Mr. Budic said he did not want to press his case on the record, although his angry letters are filed in the National Archives.



The three architects on the Old Georgetown Board are volunteers who review every project in the 
Georgetown national historic district
 -- from a front door replacement to a new structure -- that is visible from a public thoroughfare. Though the federal reviewers' role is advisory, the city withholds crucial building permits until their conditions are met.



"Historic properties are a nonrenewable resource," said Tom Luebke, the secretary of the Commission of Fine Arts, which appoints the Old Georgetown Board. "Once you've lost the fabric itself, you've lost it forever. We try to say, 'Well, what's reasonable for the property? How much change can it take and still can you keep, understand, recognize and honor the architecture, the residents who have lived here, the history of the property?' That's the trick."



The board's tweaks can be granular. It has told applicants where to plant trees, to repair aged masonry using "bricks of the exact same hardness and mortar of the exact same formula," change windows to achieve "more verticality," and paint rooftop antennas "to match the sky."



The Commission of Fine Arts is an independent agency whose members are appointed by the president, so "we report to the White House, I guess?" Mr. Luebke said. The board's offices inside the National Building Museum are palatial but empty. It has met virtually since 2020, once monthly except for August.



During its monthly meetings in the spring and summer of 2014, the board rejected the Eins' plans four separate times. The board objected to the garages, the size of the proposed addition and the project's disruption to the foundation, grounds and architecture of the original house, whose kitchen wing dates to 1914. Mr. Luebke said the Eins did not sufficiently address its recommendations in their revised plans.




When Mr. Ein bought the house in 2002, it had not been fully renovated since the Grahams' 1960 overhaul.




"It's perfectly reasonable to want a modern kitchen, to want to park your car, to want to put a gym in your basement," Mr. Luebke said. "But this is a very, very valuable, culturally valuable property. It's like a witness from all these different eras."



"One of the goals is to try to hold on to things that you can," Mr. Luebke added. "There's value in holding on to 18th-century foundations if you can. So that's the balance that we are trying to achieve."



The Eins proposed moving the garage space underground and to the back. They reduced the size, mass and height of the proposed addition. They hired an arborist who found that the construction would not threaten the Cafritzes' trees. 



Each time the couple changed their plans, the Cafritzes wrote the government with new objections, echoed by Mr. Budic. "They didn't want the construction on their side of the property," Mr. Luebke said.



In an October 2014 Old Georgetown Board hearing 
recounted in Washingtonian magazine
, Mr. Budic and Mr. Ein's architect squabbled over access to the microphone, prompting a tirade from Mr. Budic. Mr. Ein laughed, and as Mr. Budic passed him on his way to retrieve the mic, Mr. Budic intentionally bumped him in the shoulder. The board chair demanded the two men take their beef outside.



The Eins hosted nearly two dozen neighbor meetings and tours, pledging to address all good-faith objections. Attendees sent a flurry of positive letters to the Old Georgetown Board. Even the cemetery across the street weighed in, writing, "All of us at Oak Hill are delighted with the prospect of this young family moving in and bringing the property to life once again."



But the Old Georgetown Board did not yield.



"In a community where lots of people have to park on the street and walk a long way home, is there really need for a garage?" Alan Brangman, a board member who is now the panel's chair, 
asked in a September 2014 meeting
.



The saga raised questions about the Old Georgetown Board's authority, procedures and accountability -- including from Donald Graham, who called the extended review process "stupid."



"I think the world of Mark and Sally, and I hope they do with the house whatever they want," he said.




The house, which has hosted many parties over the years, was built in the late 1700s.




The Eins went silent for six years. They had a son, then a daughter. In 2021 they again approached the board, but the overture went nowhere. They never returned.



"We thought that they were kind of honing in on a palatable scope, a size that people were going to be able to work with," Mr. Luebke said in a recent interview. "I think they probably ran out of gas. They lost their nerve."



The Eins now live across the Potomac River from Georgetown in Virginia, where their neighbors include the Saudi ambassador to the United States and Secretary of State Antony J. Blinken.



This April, as in past years, the Eins opened up the R Street house before the White House Correspondents' Association Dinner for a garden brunch, where the bedraggled rooms and mosh pit of guests did "not in any way resemble the parties that Mrs. Graham gave," said Carol Joynt, a television producer and Georgetown denizen.



Both Ms. Cafritz and Mr. Budic said they would like to see the Eins move in. "I'm not the one who turned that plan down," Mr. Budic said. "It was the Old Georgetown Board that rejected it, each and every time."



Mr. Ein recently saw Ms. Cafritz at an art exhibition in Miami. Uncomfortable about living next door to a vacant house, she urged him to finish the process and move in.



He left the conversation shaking his head.



Kitty Bennett
 contributed research.
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Political Memo



What's More Exciting Than a Veepstakes? A Surprise Veepstakes.



This year's election had been a no-fun zone for Democrats. Suddenly, they have a new candidate, and can't stop breathlessly speculating about her buffet of white-guy options for No. 2.




Vice President Kamala Harris is said to be considering several top Democrats for her running mate, including Govs. Roy Cooper of North Carolina, Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania, Tim Walz of Minnesota and Andy Beshear of Kentucky, as well as Senator Mark Kelly of Arizona.




By Lisa Lerer and Katie Glueck


Jul 24, 2024


Over three chaotic weeks, America lived through an assassination attempt, a political convention and a dramatic exit from the presidential ticket. But even -- or perhaps especially -- in these wild times, the political world is clinging to what it knows: lists of names and wild speculation.



Although Vice President Kamala Harris has officially been a presidential candidate for less than four days, the parlor game over her running mate is well underway.



The contenders are still getting used to the attention.



"Are we not talking about concrete anymore, or what?" asked Gov. Josh Shapiro of Pennsylvania, speaking at a Monday event hosted by an asphalt manufacturer outside Pittsburgh.



The governor, whose name frequently tops the roster of potential picks, proceeded to dodge 13 minutes of shouted questions about his vice-presidential aspirations -- or lack thereof.



"I'm happy to try to answer your questions -- I just have to hear them one at a time," he said to a crowd of reporters that included journalists from national TV networks, adding, "I'm not going to engage in hypotheticals."



Efforts to select a vice-presidential nominee always incite a firestorm of unfounded predictions stoked furiously by busybodies and blowhards. There are, of course, the infamous lists -- real and speculative -- of prospective candidates, which fuel breathless reporting on the possibilities. Planes are tracked, schedules are scoured and even minor players suddenly transform into figures "close to the candidate."



Yet this year, the drumbeat has come faster and more enthusiastically. After Americans slogged through nearly two years of an expected presidential matchup with little mystery, the drama and intrigue around Ms. Harris's running-mate selection have reached new heights.



The only thing more exciting than a veepstakes, it seems, is a surprise veepstakes.




Governor Shapiro, like the other potential vice-presidential contenders, has deftly dodged inquiries about his interest. 




Former Senator Tom Daschle of South Dakota, a Democrat who has worked in Washington for nearly a half-century, said he had received dozens of texts about potential picks since President Biden dropped out of the race on Sunday.



"Everybody's enjoying the moment and kind of thinking through scenarios and how exciting some of these combinations could be," Mr. Daschle said. "It's kind of fun. I really don't recall ever having this experience before."



Fun had been in short supply for much of this campaign. But, ultimately, Ms. Harris and her vetting team are engaging in a serious -- and very accelerated -- enterprise.



Typically, campaigns begin thinking about their vice-presidential pick after the primary race ends in the spring. Ms. Harris must pick a running mate -- someone she meshes with personally and politically, who is prepared to step in as president if needed -- before the party's convention begins on Aug. 19 in Chicago, giving her under a month to make one of the most consequential decisions of her candidacy.



The vice-presidential nominee is likely to be announced during the first half of August. The Democratic National Committee plans for delegates to confirm a vice-presidential nominee by the week of the convention to avoid running afoul of ballot deadlines in California and Washington.



Three people close to the campaign, who were not authorized to talk publicly, say that five people are under serious consideration: Governor Shapiro, Senator Mark Kelly of Arizona and Govs. Roy Cooper of North Carolina, Tim Walz of Minnesota and Andy Beshear of Kentucky. But that list, they warn, remains in flux.



Ms. Harris has picked former Attorney General Eric H. Holder Jr., who once helped run Barack Obama's vice-presidential vetting, 
to oversee her choice
 of a running mate. Candidates have been asked to send their files for vetting, but not everyone has submitted them.



Predictably, campaign aides are not releasing details about the specifics.




Governor Cooper is another option for Ms. Harris, as Democrats try to compete in his closely divided state.




"Any reporting on developments or updates in Vice President Harris's running-mate search are premature and speculative," Kevin Munoz, a Harris spokesman, said in a statement. "Vice President Harris is considering a large pool of qualified candidates."



The script is equally clear for potential contenders. They must duck questions about the process. Just as in dating, they should show interest but never look desperate. And above all, they must never pose a threat to the top of the ticket.



"She's going to be looking for the right person that will do nothing other than trying to make them succeed in their administration," said former Representative Richard A. Gephardt of Missouri, whom John Kerry 
considered to be his running mate in 2004.
 "She's not going to be worried that they're going to be off trying to run after she leaves."



Already, some of the possible candidates have become frequent guests on cable news programs, with appearances that serve as real-time tests of their media skills and that fuel the veepstakes rumor mill.



Mr. Walz has done a flurry of recent interviews, including an appearance on Fox News that caught the attention of former President Donald J. Trump, who complained that the network was making him "fight battles I shouldn't have to fight."



"It doesn't matter convictions, it doesn't matter failed policies -- the Republican Party is stuck with Donald Trump," said Mr. Walz, delivering the kind of attack on the former president that Democratic voters love to hear. "He's yours, you got him."



In his appearances, Mr. Beshear has attacked Senator JD Vance of Ohio, Mr. Trump's running mate, but has also offered some kind words for the woman who could determine his political future.



"She called me personally just hours after President Biden's announcement. I admit that meant a lot to me," he said. "We know that she is a strong and smart person, which will make her a good president. But she is also a kind and empathetic person, and that's going to make her a great president."




Governor Beshear does not hail from a politically competitive state, but he has a strong electoral record for a Democrat in the South.




Gov. Gretchen Whitmer of Michigan, often mentioned as a contender, broke the rules entirely by saying that she had no plans to leave her job.



"Everyone is always suspicious and asking this question over and over again -- I'm not going anywhere," she told a Michigan reporter, who had staked out her car after an event this week.



That did not stop the speculation. The next day, Ms. Whitmer pushed back on reports that the Harris campaign was re-examining the vetting paperwork she had submitted to the Biden campaign in 2020, calling them "inaccurate."



Traditionally, campaigns look for politicians who could "balance the ticket" by offering geographic, gender and racial diversity, expertise and experience that differ from the presidential nominee, or another kind of political appeal.



Mr. Trump flouted that custom this year when he chose Mr. Vance, a move widely seen as a doubling down on his conservative message. Mr. Vance is a darling of the hard right who has fully embraced Mr. Trump's polarizing politics and his lies about a stolen election.



This year, the principal players understand the stakes of their choice more intimately than most. In 2020, Mr. Biden announced his intention to select a woman, narrowing the field in a way that helped lift Ms. Harris to the top.



A dozen years earlier, Mr. Biden was picked for the opposite reason. Mr. Obama, a young senator seeking to become the first Black president, needed a more experienced hand, preferably a white man.



Privately, many Democrats believe there is a limit to just how history-making this ticket should be. Ms. Harris, who is Black and South Asian, would be the first female president and a barrier-breaker on several levels. Perhaps, the argument goes, she would do best with a low-key white man from a competitive state -- a place with more electoral significance than her home state, California. Most of the names Ms. Harris is considering fit that mold.



Democrats "must choose a strong man to round out the ticket," Ilyse Hogue, the former president of NARAL, the abortion rights organization, argued 
in an opinion essay this week
. "As much as it might pain me to admit, there's no path to 270 Electoral College votes solely on women's euphoria."



But others argue that an extraordinary election year like this one offers the opportunity to break some of those old conventions.



"The timing is right," said LaTosha Brown, a founder of the Black Voters Matter Fund, saying an all-female ticket would present a strong contrast with the Republicans. "They could not only pull it off, but I think that it would shift the American political landscape forever."



The contenders have their own, increasingly vocal, cheering sections.



Former Representative Beto O'Rourke of Texas, who grew friendly with Mr. Walz when they served together in Congress, reached out to a New York Times reporter to volunteer that he supported adding the Minnesota governor to the ticket.



"He's just as real as it gets," Mr. O'Rourke said. "What he's done in Minnesota is a progressive miracle."



In Pennsylvania, former Representative Bob Brady, the chair of the Philadelphia Democratic Party, has been pushing the idea of Mr. Shapiro to "anybody who will listen."



With Mr. Shapiro on the ticket, he said, "No question, we win Pennsylvania."



Mr. Daschle offered an even simpler political calculation. "How great would it be, really, to have an astronaut as a vice president?" he said, referring to Mr. Kelly, who piloted missions to space.



With Mr. Biden gone, he said, Democrats suddenly have a bounty of choices.



"Everybody was just so depressed and so concerned," he said. "There's a euphoria right now, and I think you're going to see the same for the vice president -- whoever is chosen."



Reid J. Epstein
 and 
Katie Rogers
 contributed reporting.
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Midway through their residency at the Sphere in Las Vegas during a 
record-breaking heat wave
, Dead & Company played its jam band specials over the Fourth of July weekend for an eclectic crowd. The band's audience -- some die-hard fans, others just curious -- came from all over the country (and the world) to pledge their own form of allegiance.



"You see people who are Sphere tourists who just want to get inside and see what it's all about. They don't necessarily have experience listening to the Dead's music," said Ashley, 35, a D.J. and an event host from Las Vegas. "It's totally acceptable because Deadheads are the coolest, most down-to-earth crowds." (Still, like some other fans, she declined to provide her full name.)




Dead & Company, a spinoff of the Grateful Dead that includes both original members of the band and new additions, most notably John Mayer, began its residency at the 18,600-seat Sphere in May. The band will perform at the venue through Aug. 10.




Ashley had come to hang out at Shakedown Street -- the traveling bazaar where vendors sell rose quartz jewelry, crowns of roses, Grateful Dead-themed tarot decks and a virtual sea of tie-dyed shirts.



One of the vendors was Alex Mazer, a 40-year-old from Taos, N.M., who also goes by Buttercup. His brand, New Springfield Boogie, makes T-shirts, stickers and internet memes that combine counterculture references and "The Simpsons" (one image combined Bertha, the Grateful Dead's flower crown-wearing skeleton, with Homer Simpson). Alex said that both characters were icons of American culture, "and they work together in a lot of ways." 



He estimated he had already seen 13 Dead & Company shows at the Sphere. "It is an orgy of sensation," he said.



Shakedown often takes place in parking lots, but the Sphere edition was held in the Tuscany Suites & Casino, where the chimes of slot machines could be heard as the scent of tobacco wafted through the room from the casino.



"It's different having Shakedown in a casino, but it's OK. There aren't all the nitrous dealers and somewhat dangerous people -- the tough guys aren't in here," said Harry Perry, 74, a musician from Venice Beach, Calif. He follows the band around in his van, where he lives, and claims to have been to almost all of the shows by the Grateful Dead and its many iterations. Mr. Perry was selling T-shirts of himself to afford tickets, which start around $185.




"It's a service for the community," said Jessica Rosen, a 41-year-old Pennsylvania resident who helps operate the Shakedown Shuttle, a donation-based van service that ferries fans who need help getting to the Sphere.




Tom Egan, 54, has been seeing the band since 1990, when he first saw them in Pittsburgh. He brought his 9-year-old son from Orlando, Fla., where they live, to see his first show. Mr. Egan considered it the perfect way to celebrate Independence Day. "It's about the freedom of the spirit," he said.



Alexander, 41, a philosophy professor who had come from Vienna to see three shows, said he tried "not to think of it in national or political terms."



"But by European standards we are very much into the Dead," he said.



Downstairs from the bazaar, Jessica Rosen, 41, was operating a donation-based Shakedown Shuttle that was taking fans to the concert in a sprinter van. "Save your legs for dancing," she yelled.



The casinos, Ms. Rosen said, knew of her: "A couple weeks ago, Harrah's called and said, 'We have a guy here who doesn't know who he is or where he's going, but he needs the shuttle.'"



Some concertgoers, dressed in everything from prairie dresses to cargo shorts, treated the walk to the Sphere as if it were a parade. They made their way to the venue from the Venetian, eager to experience the Sphere's vibrating seats and see its curved LCD walls depict teddy bears, terrapins, jungles, rainbows and space.




At times, the images on the Sphere and the clothes worn by fans were so similar, they served as a sort of camouflage for the audience. 





Some fans showed up to the venue hoping for "a miracle," a common practice among Grateful Dead fans who are seeking free tickets to a show.




Still others were "looking for a miracle" -- that is, a spare ticket.



Nikko Cedrick, who was standing outside the Sphere wearing a silk scarf tied like a kerchief and a muted brown outfit, was holding up a single finger, indicating he needed one ticket. He had turned 18 just five days before, he said, and was celebrating his fifth anniversary of living in Nevada, where he had moved from the Philippines.



"My grandma was a singer and into the Dead," he said. "A show changed my life. People are the energy and everyone is one."



But before he could elaborate on that thought, Mr. Cedrick's hope for a miracle became a reality: Someone handed him a ticket. He ran off into the Sphere without another word.
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Piece of Me



Quannah ChasingHorse's Mother-of-Pearl Septum Tusk



The pieces that the Indigenous model and activist wears are symbols that reclaim sacred traditions and practices from her communities.



By Amelia Diamond


Jul 13, 2024


The mother-of-pearl tusk that runs through Quannah ChasingHorse's septum is not a fashion statement. Neither is her chin tattoo. Both serve as direct ties to her Han Gwich'in tribe in Eagle Village, Alaska -- rites of passage that symbolize her official role within her community as a hunter and warrior.



They also serve as inspiration to the younger members of Ms. ChasingHorse's Indigenous communities, which includes the Sicangu and Oglala Lakota nations of the Great Plains and Black Hills. "Bad River," a documentary narrated by Ms. ChasingHorse currently streaming on Xfinity, is about the native Wisconsin Bad River Band's battle to save Lake Superior. In it, a girl tells Ms. ChasingHorse that seeing how she's reclaimed this practice has had a positive influence on her own relationship with the traditional tattoo custom. 



In an interview, which has been edited and condensed, the environmental activist and fashion model talked about how the jewelry she wears has culturally significant meaning.



How old were you when you got your septum pierced?



I got my septum when I was, I think, 15 or 16, shortly after I got my first tattoo on my chin. My mom really educated me on our people and our practices and a lot of our ceremonies and traditions. And I remember learning that in our tribe, warriors would get these really big septum piercings of a bone through their nose. And then I learned that women would also get these septum piercings.



Our communities, native communities, most tribes, operate as a matriarchal society. And the more I learned, the more that resonated with me because I was raised by a single mom. If you are a great hunter, no matter if you're a man or a woman, you'd be a hunter. But if you were really good at sewing and cooking, even if you were a man or a two-spirit person, that would be your role.



There were some women that really took up that space and proved themselves to be warriors. And through those teachings, me and my mom were told that we should get the septum piercings because we were the only women in our tribe that go out by ourselves and come back with a caribou or a moose or something.




"I got my septum when I was, I think, 15 or 16, shortly after I got my first tattoo on my chin," said Quannah ChasingHorse. "I remember learning that in our tribe, warriors would get these really big septum piercings of a bone through their nose. And then I learned that women would also get these septum piercings."




Did you immediately get the piece of bone that you wear now, or did you start with something else?



I always had a little hoop, but in the last few years, I did a lot of research on how to make a bone tusk. I found this incredible artist who makes these amazing tusks out of buffalo horn, out of mother of pearl, out of wood, out of many different materials. Now I wear mother-of-pearl most of the time. Sometimes I'll put in the black [buffalo horn] one.



When you come across someone from your community today, does your septum piercing, or the tusk communicate: "She is a hunter"?



I feel like it's more so for the elders and the older people from our community. But because of colonization, I had to do college-level research to find a lot of things on my tribe because there was a lot of erasure and a lot of genocidal tactics that took a lot of our history and teachings and practices from us. So tattooing and piercings were things we had to reclaim and relearn, even how to give the tattoo.



I feel like a lot of older people will recognize our markings and the septum piercing, but they don't always agree with it because they're so indoctrinated into colonization that it scares them because "it's demonic." They were taught that. So a lot of it is unlearning those things and relearning our culture and traditions and keeping them alive.



It sounds like what's most important for you is to pass down the meaning behind the jewelry.



It is something that I would share with my children or my grandchildren, if I ever have any. I feel like it really is a huge part of my identity as an Indigenous person. I've encouraged other native girls from my tribe and other tribes that practice these things to get their piercing or get their tattoo.




"Those earrings are marten jaw earrings," said Ms. ChasingHorse. "They're a wild animal in Alaska that's in the weasel family."




Tell me more about your jawbone earrings.



Those earrings are marten jaw earrings. They're a wild animal in Alaska that's in the weasel family. That piece was made for me and harvested by my younger brother. He's the hunter culture bearer of our community. A big part of our practices and culture as Indigenous people is we never take more than what we need. We always give thanks and show appreciation for the animal and respect them by harvesting and doing it in a way where they are being laid to rest.



What do these pieces mean to you?



It's so interesting to be able to show the world that every tribe has a fashion sense, a style, a regalia that is very specific to their tribe. I think the biggest thing that I remind people is that we're all different and we're not a monolith, and that's something we're trying to reclaim and share with the world. But also, even if we're not all the same, we still have the same values. And that's what makes us sovereign and stand in solidarity with one another.



When I got my first tattoo and when I got my septum piercing, I literally felt like I was on top of the world. It was like having the bodily autonomy and being an autonomous person while also reclaiming this sacred tradition and practice that was almost taken from us. And so it really does have a positive impact on our community because it allows us to fully embrace ourselves as Indigenous people.
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As tourists savored icy granitas under hibiscus trees and swam in the cool Mediterranean Sea, in the farmlands of southern Sicily, among hillsides so scorched they resembled desert dunes, a farmer watched recently as his cows headed to the slaughterhouse.



After months of drought, he didn't have any water or food to give them.



"It's devastating," said the farmer, Lorenzo Iraci Sareri, as tears fell on his tanned face, lined by 40 years of labor pasturing cows. "I have never seen something like this."



Parts of southern Italy and other Mediterranean regions, including Greece and southeastern Spain, are experiencing one of their worst droughts in decades. It is particularly devastating, experts say, because the lack of rainfall has been made worse by the higher temperatures caused by climate change.



Artificial basins where animals used to drink offer little but cracked earth. Wheat ears are small and hollow. Pergusa Lake in central Sicily, part of a natural reserve, resembles a pale, dry crater.




A water tank for cows in Leonforte, Sicily. With little food and water available because of the drought, livestock have been taken to slaughter.





Lorenzo Iraci Sareri, who has pastured cows for 40 years, said, "I have never seen something like this."




But for many of these regions, the summer is also peak season for tourism, a key economic lifeline that the authorities fear is being threatened by news of water scarcity, and that they are trying to protect.



"We are forced to sacrifice the damage to agriculture, but we have to try not to damage tourism because it would be even worse," said Salvatore Cocina, the head of Sicily's civil protection.



He added that agriculture still accounts for the vast majority of water use, with the general population using just a fraction of it, even when it includes millions of tourists during the summer.



The authorities said they prioritized providing water to hospitals, to businesses that produce key assets like oxygen, and to vulnerable segments of the population. But also to hotels.



"The tourists don't notice" the drought, Elvira Amata, Sicily's top tourism official, promised.



Outside five-star resorts, in the arid South of the island, the signs were everywhere.



In Agrigento, which overlooks a valley holding the ruins of several Greek temples, the authorities are rationing water. Some homes on the outskirts have not received any in weeks.



Water scarcity has meant that a small number of small bed-and-breakfasts also had to pull some rooms from the market, or redirect custumers to other hotels, said Francesco Picarella, the head of Federalberghi, Italy's main hotels association, in Agrigento. But what hurt most were news media reports warning that tourists were "running away" because a lack of water, he said.



Since the reports started coming out, bookings dropped significantly, Mr. Picarella said. The region immediately responded by summoning officials and urging them to protect the tourist season.




Mayor Francesco Micciche of Agrigento at his desk. The mayor said the authorities had sought to preserve tourism by easing the rationing of the water in the city center, home to most bed-and-breakfasts.





A man and his grandson filling tanks and bottles with water from a fountain in Agrigento, Sicily.




The mayor of Agrigento, Francesco Micciche, said the authorities were distributing water more frequently to the city center, where most bed-and-breakfasts are, and they have made truckloads of water available to hotels. Some still complain about having to pay for the truckloads, but most hotels now can provide water, Mr. Picarella said.



"In the luxury sector I can't tell them to ration showers," said Isidoro di Franco, the general manager of Verdura Resort near Agrigento, as he sat at the bar overlooking green golf courses and lush pink and blue ornamental plants.



He said that the resort was restricting water use, and recycling water, but that it could not cut back on basic necessities.



The regional government is planning an advertising campaign to counter fear of the drought. Sicilians insisted that southern Sicily was not only ready to welcome tourists, but also desperately needed them.



"If you take us away tourism too, we are going to die," said Cinzia Zerbini, a Sicilian spokeswoman for Coldiretti, Italy's biggest farmers association.



Many farmers are already desperate. One, in the hills near the southern Sicilian town of Caltanissetta, said his goats were drinking from basins so depleted that one of them had died as the mud dried in her stomach.



In northeastern Sardinia, the main lake is at a third of its capacity. A local government representative said officials had to make a choice between tourism and agriculture, and completely halted running water for irrigation.



"We decided to sacrifice agriculture," said Giancarlo Dionisi, the local prefect of the Sardinian province of Nuoro. While farmers would be compensated for their losses, he said, the damage of having waterless hotels could last longer.



"If tourists who come can't shower, they create a negative word of mouth," he said.



Many in Sicily were so appreciative of the financial benefits brought by tourism that they did not object to water consumption by tourists during the drought. Others raised objections.



Some farmers said that the heightened attention on visitors in Mediterranean regions was enabling a kind of tourism in which local conditions are not taken enough into consideration.



"Locals are getting fractious," Francesco Vincenzi, the president of the Italian association of agricultural water boards, said in a statement. "They feel threatened in the availability of a primary good like water."



In the drought affected Spanish region of Catalunya, locals started a campaign called #NoEnRaja, which roughly translates to "you can't take something from nothing." They argued that together with agriculture and industry, the booming tourism sector was responsible for the mismanagement of scarce resources.



According to 
Barcelona's institute of regional and metropolitan studies
, the water consumption of the average guest at a luxury hotel is five times that of a resident, contributing to what the campaign called "the injustice in the use of water."




"If we don't get forage and we don't get water, we will have to slaughter them all," said Luca Cammarata, a goat farmer near Caltanissetta, Sicily.





A goat died after drinking clay from an almost empty artificial basin in Caltanissetta.




In Portugal this winter, as reservoirs emptied, orange farmers complained that golf courses were still being watered.



"First come the people, then the golf courses, then you," Pedro Cabrita, an orange farmer, paraphrased a local official as telling him.



Some officials have responded to the apparent imbalance. On the Greek island of Sifnos last year, the mayor called for a ban on the construction of private swimming pools. In Spain, a recent ban on refilling swimming pools included fancy resorts.



Samuel Somot, a researcher at Meteo-France, the National Weather Service in France, said increasingly harsh Mediterranean droughts risked future desertification as well as "water wars."



The problem is likely to intensify. Higher temperatures mean that animals and plants are thirstier while lakes and basins evaporate faster, said Luigi Pasotti, a director with Sicily's Weather Service for agriculture.



This year, Coldiretti said that Sicilian farms lost over 50 percent of their wheat harvest on average.



In the southern region of Puglia, honey production dropped 60 percent because it was so dry that many plants could not flower. The olive harvest there was predicted to fall by half because of the drought.



In Sicily, the drought is now bringing longstanding water management problems to the fore. Large quantities of water are lost because of poor infrastructure. In Agrigento, that can be over 50 percent, officials said. Desalinators and wells were dismissed in the past.




A man lifting a cover to give residents access to cleaner water. The fountain they usually draw from has been polluted by algae.





An abandoned desalination plant in Porto Empedocle, Sicily. The drought has brought to the fore longstanding water infrastructure problems.




The Italian government has 
announced it would allocate 12 billion euros
, roughly $13 billion, to water projects. After years of hearing promises, experts are skeptical that the projects could be put in place anytime soon.



But the issue needs to be addressed fast, said Edoardo Zanchini, the director of Rome's climate office. "Otherwise the agriculture lands will be abandoned," he said, "and abandoned lands become deserts."



The 
Bank of Italy
 said the output generated by agriculture in Sicily had dropped last year because of climate induced shocks, while tourism grew. Many farmers in southern Sicily said that they could not withstand another bad year.



"If we don't get forage and we don't get water we will have to slaughter them all," said Luca Cammarata, a goat farmer near Caltanissetta, as he pushed his skinny goats toward the few green sprouts left on his yellow pasture. Another year like this would amount to a "death sentence," he said.



"Should we all move to the coast and do tourism?" he asked.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/24/world/europe/drought-farming-tourism.html



	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




Oleksandra Nekipelova sat down at a desk in her apartment, lit a small candle and opened her computer to join a video call.



"Tell me, please, what would you like to talk about this time?" Ms. Nekipelova asked. Valeriia Korotchenko, her client, responded that she was feeling "fundamentally powerless against the war" 
launched by Russia on Ukraine
. Near-daily Russian air attacks had made 
destruction and death
 a new normal in her life, she said.



"I lose faith that I will ever be able to live peacefully," Ms. Korotchenko told Ms. Nekipelova, who lives in Lviv, Ukraine.



Ms. Nekipelova is a "
death doula
," a professional whose job is to support and guide people who are coping with an acute sense of grief or facing death -- their own or those of their loved ones. Unlike psychotherapists, death doulas do not typically try to fix mental health issues. They do not offer medical care or therapy. Instead, their work is focused on offering support and compassion.




Valeriia Tereschenko meditating in her apartment in Kyiv, Ukraine. She has been meeting with Oleksandra Nekipelova, whose job is to support and guide people who are coping with an acute sense of grief.




Since Russia's full-scale invasion began in February 2022, the work of death doulas has grown in Ukraine, a country where death has become a daily reality for many, whether through the distant news of a relative killed in battle or the not-so-distant thud of a missile smashing into 
an apartment building
.



Courses have been introduced to train death doulas with the support of international and local organizations, although it remains an unregulated profession. There have been reports of a sharp increase in the number of clients, a trend that matches what health experts say is a growing need to provide psychological and emotional support to traumatized Ukrainians.



Working mainly by word of mouth, death doulas have helped the bereaved, but also people struggling with a more general sense of loss, such as those who have fled a home damaged by shelling or who long for the stable life they had before the war.



"There is a strong need for end-of-life conversations and supportive communities during times of war," said Douglas Simpson, the executive director of the International End-of-Life Doula Association, or INELDA, which is based in the United States and has trained several Ukrainian death doulas since the war began.




The work of death doulas has grown in importance in Ukraine, a country where death has become a daily reality for many.




Death doulas have proved crucial in Ukraine, where grief has long been seen as a personal struggle, complicating efforts to help the bereaved.



Several death doulas and their clients said the culture of refraining from talking about death and emotional suffering was a legacy of the Soviet Union, which emphasized enduring hardship rather than asking for help, something that could be perceived as a sign of weakness.



"People don't know what to tell a person who has lost a loved one. They don't know much about death or sorrow. This topic is a taboo," Ms. Nekipelova said in a recent interview. "The role of a death doula is to provide a space for that person to talk about this."



There have been many reasons for grief in Ukraine over the past two years. Nearly two-thirds of Ukrainians have a 
relative or friend who have died in the conflict
, a survey conducted last year by the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology showed. And millions -- nearly a third of the population -- have fled their homes, 
according to the International Organization for Migration
.



"Because of the war, many people need support," said Alla Savchenko, a founder of the Death Foundation, a training program based in Ukraine that started shortly before Russia's invasion. A death doula herself, she said she had seen a 50 percent increase in her clients over the past two years.



Requests, she noted, have come not only from people who have lost a loved one, but also from people "who had to move to another country, who lost jobs," what she described as "losing an important part of your life."




Ms. Nekipelova meeting with a client on a video call from her apartment in Lviv, in western Ukraine. She says asks her clients few questions because "a person in grief doesn't need to be told anything, but to be heard."




Some people have also turned to death doulas to help them understand how to behave with bereaved relatives.



Take Valeriia Tereschenko, 35, a soft-spoken court worker. She contacted Ms. Nekipelova after her husband's brother was killed in combat. His body was never recovered.



Ms. Tereschenko said her husband, a soldier, struggled to cope with the news and began drinking more alcohol and taking tranquilizers. Words of condolence did not help. The husband would calm himself by touching Ms. Tereschenko's long black hair.



"I saw that I was losing my husband," Ms. Tereschenko said, so she asked Ms. Nekipelova what to do. "She gave me a push to really listen to him," she said, to accept his silences and wait for the moment when "he started talking."



Death doulas, Ms. Tereschenko added, help to "know more about death, about all these stages of acceptance: mourning, denial, anger, then acceptance."




Death doulas exist around the world and have proved crucial in Ukraine, where grief has long been seen as a personal struggle.




Though many associate the term doula with someone who helps during birth, in recent years, more people have recognized the need for assistance at the end of life. That includes keeping them company, listening to their life stories or discussing their fears. The doulas and their clients can meet anywhere: in cafes, in a park, at home.



"We don't set any goals for our clients, and we don't push them," said Yevhen Rybka, 25, a death doula. "Both dying and grieving are natural processes, and we're just following up with this."



Zarina Zheliaskova, 34, who became a death doula shortly after the war began, said that her contribution was "to create a space where people can express everything." She described a typical session as a 50-minute discussion in which she does "only 5 percent" of the talking. "The rest is all about the client," she said.



Ms. Nekipelova says she asks her clients few questions. "A person in grief doesn't need to be told anything, but to be heard," she said.




Zarina Zheliaskova became a death doula shortly after the war in Ukraine began in February 2022.




Tatiana Romanova-Pavlova, one of Ms. Zheliaskova's clients, lives in Kharkiv, 
a northeastern Ukrainian city battered by Russian shelling
. She said the taboo around death in Ukraine had not prepared Ukrainians to deal with the loss and grief associated with a war. "In our mentality, you're sort of programmed to forget as soon as possible," she said.



Ms. Romanova-Pavlova said people in mourning would often hear "phrases like, 'Don't cry,' 'It's nothing serious,' 'You'll forget everything soon,' 'You'll find a new husband soon,' 'Everything will be OK.' All of this is aimed at suppressing emotions," she said.




Ms. Romanova-Pavlova in a cemetery in Kharkiv. She said the taboo around death had not prepared Ukrainians to properly deal with the kind of loss and grief associated with a war.




Talking to death doulas is a way "to release" repressed feelings, Ms. Zheliaskova said. But she and other death doulas also pointed out that hearing about death all day could be hard to cope with their own loss. Both women have developed techniques to ease their minds, including taking long walks in parks and near rivers, hanging out in cafes and, perhaps most important, joking with friends.



"This is also very important, because if I just keep talking about death all the time, then I'll lose the life that I want to give to others," Ms. Nekipelova said.



"We have a joke with the doulas," she added. "There's the concept of work-life balance. We call it death-life balance."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/24/world/europe/ukraine-death-doula-russia-war.html
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North Korean Trash Balloons Hit South Korean President's Compound



Officials found nothing hazardous in the balloons' payloads, as the North's slow barrage of airborne garbage showed few signs of letting up.




Cleaning up the payload of a balloon from North Korea that landed in a Seoul street on Wednesday.




By Choe Sang-Hun


Jul 24, 2024


Weeks into North Korea's campaign of launching 
balloons loaded with trash
 across the world's most heavily armed border, some of them hit a symbolically significant target in South Korea on Wednesday: the presidential 
office
 in the heart of Seoul, the capital.



North Korea has released more than 3,000 of the trash balloons since May, many of which have reached the South after floating across the Demilitarized Zone between the two nations. So far, they have been a nuisance but have posed no danger. They have landed on trees, farms and urban side streets, their payloads bursting and spilling out waste paper, used cloth, cigarette butts and compost .



On Wednesday, for the first time, some of them landed inside the sprawling compound in central Seoul that includes the office of President Yoon Suk Yeol. The authorities did not say exactly how many had reached the compound, one of the most tightly guarded places in South Korea.



Officials said they waited for the balloons to land before sending a chemical, biological and radiological response team to inspect their payloads, rather than blast them  -- and scatter their  suspicious payloads  -- from the sky. The team found "nothing dangerous or contaminating," South Korea's presidential security service said in a brief statement .



 It declined to say what the balloons carried or exactly where they landed inside the 68-acre compound, which also houses the Ministry of National Defense and other military facilities and is about 25 miles from the border.



The balloon campaign is reminiscent of tactics the two Koreas used during the Cold War to scatter propaganda leaflets condemning each other's governments. That psychological warfare receded after the 
first summit meeting
 between the Koreas' leaders, in 2000.



But in recent years, North Korean defectors living in the South have begun 
sending leaflet balloons into the North
 themselves, in a private propaganda campaign. In May, North Korea began sending the trash balloons south, 
calling it a response
 to the politica l "filth" sent by the defectors.



In recent weeks, with the wind blowing from the north, South Koreans have gotten used to receiving text messages from the government alerting them to the latest fleet of North Korean balloons. They are advised to watch the skies and not touch the payloads.



The South Korean military has retaliated for the balloons by turning on high-powered loudspeakers along the Demilitarized Zone to blast K-pop songs and news into the North.



North Korea's totalitarian regime rules its people with the help of a total information blackout and a personality cult surrounding its leader, Kim Jong-un. It bristles at the infiltration of outside information like the leaflets , or computer memory sticks containing South Korean music and TV dramas, which are often smuggled in through the border with China or sent via balloon by the defectors.



Last month, the South Korean government published a report on the state of human rights in the North, in which it accused Mr. Kim  of launching a widespread crackdown on South Korean cultural influence.



The report said internal security officials in the North had randomly inspect ed citizens' cellphones to see whether they had picked up turns of phrase from South Korean TV dramas. The North has prohibited  brides from wearing white dress es  and grooms from carrying them on their backs during wedding ceremon ies, condemning  such acts as "reactionary" behavior from the South, according to the report.



In 2022, a 22-year-old North Korean was executed in public for enjoying and distributing South Korean songs and movies, the South said in the report.



The balloon battle between Mr. Kim's government and the defectors in  the South shows little sign of letting up, with both governments accusing each other of "crude and dirty" tactics.



 Last week, Kim Yo-jong,  Mr. Kim's sister and spokeswoman, said balloons from the South had been found in "some deep areas" of  the isolated North, not just near the border.



"Specialized organs are now searching, disposing of and incinerating them," she said in a statement carried by state media. "People's inconvenience is increasing in many areas due to the blocking of relevant districts."



Ms. Kim  said the South would pay "a gruesome and dear price" if the South Korean "scum persist in their crude and dirty play." She added that the North would also change its "mode of counteraction."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/24/world/asia/north-korean-balloons-south-president.html
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Fund to Aid Children Harmed at Birth Hasn't Kept Promises, Families Say



The Medical Indemnity Fund was to provide worry-free health care to children severely injured at birth. But parents say it has failed them.




Denise Olivo, left, and her husband settled their hospital malpractice lawsuit for $6.5 million over brain injuries suffered at birth by their son, GianRaul, center.




By Grace Ashford


Jul 20, 2024


The birth had been long and difficult. Denise Olivio requested a cesarean section, she said, but was rebuffed until a doctor decided it was an emergency.



The baby, GianRaul, came out purple, and it took doctors 15 minutes to locate his heartbeat. Hours later, Ms. Olivio and her husband -- exhausted but relieved that their son had survived -- said they saw their doctor and midwife being pulled aside by a man in a suit who they believed was the hospital's lawyer.



"We locked eyes," Ms. Olivio recalled, "like, 'Oh, I think we need to talk to someone in a suit, too.'"



The family sued the hospital over the brain damage that had left GianRaul unable to walk, talk or breathe on his own, and it took seven years before a $6.5 million settlement was reached. In that time, he was hospitalized repeatedly for seizures, respiratory and digestive problems, even at one point receiving hospice care. Each time, GianRaul pulled through, giving rise to his nickname: G.M.O., a partial acronym for God's miracle on earth.



Under a quirk of New York law, the family received just half of the $6.5 million settlement -- used to pay the parents' lawyer, unpaid doctors' bills and Medicaid, as well as to set up a trust for GianRaul's care.




Raul Moreno Carreon preparing special meals for hs son, GianRaul, said that dealing with the New York State fund that administers health care for his son has taken "our life away."




The other $3.25 million for GianRaul's eventual medical expenses essentially disappeared, with neither the hospital nor insurers forced to pay it. In place of the money, the boy's family was enrolled in a New York State program called the Medical Indemnity Fund, or M.I.F., which since 2011 has covered the care of children neurologically damaged as a result of malpractice at birth.



Almost immediately, GianRaul's parents encountered problems. Many doctors refused to accept the fund, particularly specialists. Claims were denied for things that the fund deemed "not medically necessary," like a seatbelt for her son's wheelchair. Reimbursement checks were slow to arrive, placing the family in a financial bind.



These were common complaints among the fund's families, Ms. Olivio would learn -- so frequent that one mother had established a support group on Facebook.



The fund itself had long struggled to remain solvent, forcing the state to stop 
accepting new children in May.
 Enrollment was reopened through March 2025, after the state issued a short-term, $58 million infusion. But the fund's long-term viability is still in doubt: State officials estimate it will eventually face a shortfall of at least $3.2 billion.



The state now must reckon with a dilemma: Should it continue to enroll children into an unpopular and expensive program? Or should it close the fund to new applicants, a move that hospitals say would increase malpractice insurance rates and could lead them to close 
more maternity wards
 in New York? 



Whatever the state decides, the roughly 1,000 children like GianRaul, who are already enrolled, would seem to have no choice but to depend on the fund for the rest of their lives.



When the fund was created a decade ago, state officials said it would help to bring down health care costs for New Yorkers, and provide a first-class level of stability for families of children who had been neurologically impaired during birth.
 
"Like you were going to Tiffany's for health care for the rest of your life," recalled Crista Grisanti, whose daughter, Ava, entered the program in 2011.




Several handwritten notes to GianRaul use his nickname, G.M.O., short for God's miracle on earth.




But parents like Ms. Grisanti and Ms. Olivio now say that the state reneged on its promise to cover all their children's needs through the fund.



"The hospital did this to my son. They took his life away," Raul Moreno Carreon, GianRaul's father, said, adding, "and then they took our life away after that."



The fund began as a means to solve a financial and political problem.



Under pressure to deliver a victory in his first-ever budget negotiation as governor, Andrew M. Cuomo took on an ambitious redesign of the state's costly Medicaid system.



The Greater New York Hospital Association, 
a powerful trade group
 that spent $4.7 million on lobbying last year, according to the Committee on Ethics and Lobbying in Government, 
got behind the effort
, but pushed for something in return: relief from a specific sort of medical malpractice case involving infants that they said had driven up the cost of insurance.



The payouts on these cases could easily run into the tens of millions of dollars. Trial lawyers viewed the children as ideal plaintiffs: innocents whose lives were altered by egregious medical error.



Mr. Cuomo's proposal sought to address the hospitals' concerns. Instead of having hospitals absorb the future medical costs, a new state-sponsored program called the Medical Indemnity Fund would cover the children's expenses.



Over the last 13 years, hospitals that do obstetric procedures have paid roughly $40 million a year into the fund -- far less than they had been paying in malpractice settlements. New York has contributed another $222 million.



But as early as 2017, 
actuaries were predicting
 that the Medical Indemnity Fund's unfunded liabilities would be at least $550 million over the lifetime of the children enrolled at that point. In the 
most recent report
 on the fund's finances, actuaries projected the shortfall to be much higher, between $3.2 billion and $5.8 billion, because of increased enrollment and rising medical costs.



 In May, the fund ran out of money, forcing the state to contribute the extra $58 million -- a reprieve that some parents say is meaningless unless the administration of the fund is overhauled.



Walter Sadowski of Westchester County estimates that he spends upward of 40 hours a week tracking checks, negotiating with case managers and submitting applications for reimbursement for medical expenses for his 17-year-old son, who is paralyzed from the neck down. Some requests are basic, like medication and dental visits. Others are more extensive, like an aqua-therapy pool to help his son move his body, or a generator to keep his motorized wheelchair running in case of a power outage.



When Mr. Sadowski's requests are denied, as he says they often are, he files an appeal with an administrative court, a byzantine process to which he said he has devoted years of his life.



In roughly a dozen interviews, families related stories about how they had to fight to get their needs met. Once-covered medications and treatments could be denied with little notice. Family therapy was considered out of scope. Routine medical supplies, like feeding tubes, wheelchairs -- even adult diapers -- required a doctor's note.



But finding a doctor or caregiver to accept the fund -- with its unusual setup, extensive paperwork requirements and 45-day payment window -- can be difficult.



The State Health Department, which oversees the fund, denied requests for interviews, adding that they could not comment on individual cases.



State budget officials also refused requests for comment, although in an interview earlier this year, the budget director, Blake G. Washington, stressed that whatever the cost, the state's first responsibility was to the families currently enrolled in the fund.



"We want to make sure that people know -- that they have confidence -- that the claims will be met," he said.



Not every family has been unhappy. Children with less severe disabilities may receive more care than they would have in a traditional settlement. And some families with the means and time said they were able to navigate the bureaucracy.



But few relished having to ask permission for every little thing, and many families interviewed said they wished they could opt out.



"We were forced into this," Mr. Sadowski said. "This wasn't a voluntary decision. A lifetime of health care -- didn't say at what cost."



It is not yet clear whether the fund will accept new children after March, when the $58 million in state emergency funds is expected to run out.




For the foreseeable future, GianRaul, in a family portrait with his parents and two brothers, must receive health care benefits from the Medical Indemnity Fund.




If the fund were to stop accepting new children, families may find themselves seeking damages for future medical expenses the old-fashioned way: through malpractice lawsuits.



Under that process, damages for pain and suffering as well as lost earnings and future medical expenses would be put into a tax-free, interest-bearing account. And while the family would still need to apply to a court to draw from it, the money -- sometimes tens of millions of dollars -- would be theirs to use.



Hospitals are desperate to keep the fund in operation. "If it goes away, it would be a major problem," Kenneth Raske, president of the Greater New York Hospital Association, said, adding that the projected rise in malpractice premiums could devastate already struggling hospitals.



Mr. Raske said that hospitals would be open to finding alternative funding sources for the program, which he said was fundamentally sound.



"The thing works," Mr. Raske said. "If people are dissatisfied with it, they are dissatisfied because of the hassle that goes with it, and that's because of the way they operate it."



Thomas J. Abinanti, a former state assemblyman who led the Assembly Committee on Disabilities, said that he believed that the program was a mistake from the outset.



"It's not working for the people who are injured, and it's not working for the taxpayers," he said. He suggested that enrollment be voluntary, and that the uncollected half of settlements go directly into the fund.



But even that could create its own problems, he said.



"How do you tell the last person in that if you had settled your lawsuit two months later, you get your full award and you wouldn't be saddled with this?" he asked. "And how do you tell the first person who doesn't get in who wants to be in?"



Parents say that some recent changes, like a temporary increase in reimbursement rates, have led to modest improvements. But they say the bureaucratic thicket is still virtually impenetrable.



Even if the fund were flush with cash, Ms. Grisanti, of Buffalo, said that one fundamental problem would remain. The system, she said, undermines the ability of disabled people, like her daughter, to care for themselves.



Ms. Grisanti, like many parents, worries about how her daughter will navigate the world -- including the fund -- when she is gone. "When I die," she said, "my daughter will never be able to figure this out."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/20/nyregion/malpractice-birth-fund-ny.html
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Gunman Searched 'How Far Away Was Oswald From Kennedy?' Before Trump Shooting



The F.B.I. director, Christopher A. Wray, disclosed to lawmakers that the Google search was perhaps an early indication that the gunman began to contemplate an assassination.




Christopher A. Wray, the F.B.I. director, revealed new details about the would-be assassin's behavior on the day of the shooting.




By Adam Goldman


Jul 24, 2024


The gunman who tried to kill former President Donald J. Trump searched online for details of John F. Kennedy's assassination a week before the shooting, apparently typing "How far away was Oswald from Kennedy?" the director of the F.B.I. told lawmakers on Wednesday.



The disclosure by the F.B.I. director, Christopher A. Wray, to the House Judiciary Committee, appeared to be a possible first indication that the shooter began to contemplate an assassination. That same day, July 6, he appears to have registered to attend the rally in Butler, Pa., where Mr. Trump was set to speak, Mr. Wray added.



"That's a search that obviously is significant in terms of his state of mind," Mr. Wray said, noting that the gunman's searches around that time "became very focused on former President Trump and this rally."



Even as Mr. Wray cautioned that the investigation was still continuing, he disclosed several new details about the shooting during a hearing that stretched over three hours.



The gunman 
visited the site of the rally the next day
, July 7, one of three visits Mr. Wray detailed. In the first, he spent about 20 minutes at the scene. He returned twice on the day of the shooting, July 13, for about 70 minutes in the morning, and then later that afternoon, when he appeared to fly a drone in the vicinity for about 11 minutes.



"It appears that around 3:50 p.m., 4:00, in that window, on the day of the shooting, that the shooter was flying the drone around the area," Mr. Wray said, noting that it was "not over the stage, but about 200 yards, give or take, away from that."



The shooting left Mr. Trump's ear bloodied, killed a rallygoer who had been sitting in the stands and seriously injured two others.



Secret Service snipers killed the gunman, Thomas Crooks, 20, after locating him on a nearby roof. Mr. Crooks was armed with an AR-15-style rifle and had magazines for the rifle and a bulletproof vest in his car along with the drone. The F.B.I. managed to reconstruct the flight path of the drone, though it did not recover any video or pictures from it.



The gunman's father had purchased the gun more than a decade ago, but Mr. Wray said on Wednesday that the son bought the rifle from his father and that the family had 14 firearms in the house. Mr. Wray described the younger Mr. Crooks as "a fairly avid shooting hobbyist."



Mr. Wray added that the rifle had a collapsible stock, perhaps making the gunman less noticeable, and he confirmed that eight bullet cartridges were recovered from the roof where the gunman opened fire.



So far, Mr. Wray said, the F.B.I. has not found a motive for the shooting, though the gunman appears to be a loner with a small number of contacts in his phone. Still, the bureau continues to examine the gunman's electronic devices for additional clues about Mr. Crooks's mind-set and movements beforehand.



"It's fair to say we do not yet have a clear picture of his motive," Mr. Wray said, adding that the 
bureau's behavioral analysis unit
 was assembling a profile of the shooter.



He noted that the gunman used encrypted messaging applications and described explosive devices found in the gunman's car as "crude" but said they were able to be detonated remotely.



Mr. Wray said that agents had recovered a ladder that Mr. Crooks had bought the morning of the shooting but it was not at the scene of the shooting. Investigators found a bloody Home Depot receipt for the ladder in the pocket of Mr. Crooks. Mr. Wray said that Mr. Crooks did not use the ladder but instead climbed on some equipment and piping on the side of the building to reach the top of the building.



While the F.B.I. typically does not discuss open investigations, the extraordinary circumstances and deep interest in the failed assassination attempt allow the bureau to inform the public.



"The attempted assassination of the former president was an attack on our democracy," Mr. Wray said, adding, "I recognize the congressional and public interest in this case."



Indeed, Mr. Wray seemed eager to provide new information at the outset but sat through dueling opening statements rife with partisan pronouncements. Only about 30 minutes into the hearing did he have an opening to disclose more details about the drone found in the gunman's car.



The F.B.I. has conducted more than 400 interviews, and scores of bureau personnel are involved in the investigation.



During testimony before Congress on Monday, Kimberly A. Cheatle, then the head of the Secret Service, faced 
withering questions from both sides of the political aisle
, repeatedly declining to answer questions about the security lapses that led to the assassination attempt.



Officials investigating the matter, including 
lawmakers in hearings
 this week, have questioned why the Secret Service's security perimeter did not include the building from which the gunman eventually fired and why no law enforcement officer was stationed there during the rally. They have also asked why Mr. Trump was allowed to take the stage when law enforcement, including the Secret Service and the local police, 
was searching for a suspicious person
.



On Tuesday, in the face of mounting calls that she step down, 
Ms. Cheatle resigned
.



Mr. Wray has not faced the same criticism, since the F.B.I. was not directly involved in protecting the president on July 13.



Still, Mr. Wray was drawn into the political fray when asked about Project 2025, a set of conservative policy proposals for a future Republican administration that has angered Democrats.



Pressed about what the initiative would mean for the F.B.I., Mr. Wray emphasized that the bureau needed to retain its independence. Answering directly to the president, he said, would not be a "wise reporting structure."



Asked about an Iranian plot to kill Mr. Trump, which was not included in the Secret Service's threat assessment for the rally in Butler, Mr. Wray declined to discuss specific details about such national security threats.



"We need to recognize the brazenness of the Iranian regime," he said, adding that there was a process for sharing such information to the Secret Service in a timely way.
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The Art Forger Had Fooled Thousands. Then He Met Doug.



When a man obsessed with woodblocks began to do business with a man obsessed with medical antiques, their relationship flowered -- until it soured.




Dr. Douglas Arbittier with items from his large collection of medical antiques. When he found that many medical-themed woodblocks he bought were fake, he began an intense effort to catch the forger.




By Christopher Kuo


Jul 18, 2024


Earl Washington loves wood.



He loves maple wood from Wisconsin and boxwood from Turkey. He loves running his hands on its surface, feeling its heft and texture. But most of all he loves carving it. Thoughts about carving, he says, consume his waking moments.



"If I'm looking at your face when I'm talking to you, I'm literally looking at how I'm going to carve your eyes and carve your nose on a piece of wood," he said in an interview.



For decades, beginning in the late 1990s, Washington, 62, created thousands of ornate woodblocks and used them to make intricate prints of all kinds of things: biblical imagery, erotica, anatomical illustrations, the stark motifs of German expressionism.



Mastery was never enough for him, though. To profitably sell woodblocks -- which can be an oddity in the art market -- Washington decided he also needed myth. So he created elaborate origin stories for his pieces. Some, he claimed, had been made or acquired by his great-grandfather. Others he promoted as rare creations from the 16th and 17th centuries.



Thousands of people bought them unquestioningly, but a few became suspicious and raised concerns 
online
 and to the authorities. The F.B.I. fielded some complaints, but was not aware, it said later, of the "depth and the breadth" of Washington's scheme, so he continued to sell his creations, having mastered the craft of carving and the art of fooling others.



Until one day in 2013, when he met Douglas Arbittier.



Everything Earl Washington feels about wood, Arbittier feels about medical antiques.



Arbittier has collected roughly 3,000 medical antiques and runs 
his own private museum
, filled with items like old knives once used for bloodletting and antique surgical sets. His curiosity was stirred in the 10th grade when his mother gave him an old medical chair. Arbittier, a self-described obsessive, quickly decided to track its origins. He rooted around in a library, found the original catalog for such chairs, located the exact model and figured out who made it and how much the chairs had sold for.



"Once the collecting gene fires on, you become obsessed," he said in an interview.



So Arbittier, a 58-year-old doctor and executive for a New Jersey health care system, was intrigued in 2013 when he spotted one of Washington's woodblock listings on eBay. It depicted an anatomical model of a human thorax and abdomen, and was said to have been created in the 16th century. Arbittier snatched it up.



"Oh my God, I hit the mother lode," he remembered thinking.



Over the next three years, Arbittier bought 130 woodblocks from "River Seine," the alias Washington was using, for $118,810. They routinely corresponded, sometimes several times a day, becoming chummy by email.



"The museum," Arbittier wrote in one, "is eager to have you and your family visit, as am I!"



"River Seine" later wrote back: "I get chills every time I hear how the blocks are appreciated by patrons of the museum."



Eventually, however, Washington stopped responding, and Arbittier sensed something was off when, for years, his emails went unreturned. Eventually, all of the energy that Arbittier had aimed in other directions was pointed at tracking the identity of "River Seine."



"Anyone in my family would tell you, I can't let stuff go," Arbittier said. "I cannot let something go. It has to be figured out, investigated to death."




Arbittier's collection of medical antiques contains roughly 3,000 items.




A True Talent for Faux Art



The art of carving wood blocks, or xylography, has been practiced for centuries, though in modern times it occupies something of a niche as an art form. It is believed to have originated in China as one of the earliest forms of printing, but it eventually found its way to Europe in the 14th and 15th centuries.



To create images, one carves the surface of a block of wood so that raised areas can be inked and printed. The recessed areas remain blank.



"In the 15th century, when it was developing, it was the go-to printmaking technique," said Susan Dackerman, an art historian and an expert on prints and woodblocks. "But now because it's one of many -- and many of the others are digital -- the labor involved in cutting is laborious, so only a limited number of artists do it now."




Earl M. Washington said he did not think his art would sell profitably unless he created stories that suggested his carvings had other authors and older lineages. 




Washington, who grew up in Detroit, carved for the first time in a high school art contest -- on linoleum, not wood. He picked up the craft more seriously in 1987 as a 25-year-old after dropping out of college and ending up in Las Vegas, where he found work at a wood shop.



"Every now and then a person discovers something that is so in tune with everything their mind and brain is designed to do, and that was me when I discovered the woodblocks," Washington said in an interview.



He began reading everything he could on the topic and made woodblocks on the side while trying his hand at acting and singing in Los Angeles. He created more than 200 blocks featuring images of Hollywood icons. Like some of the people he depicted, many of the creations he made had phony back stories.



Some, he told people, had been created by a great-grandfather -- a skilled carver born in 1862, who was apprenticed at a printing shop by the time he was 13. This relative, Washington said, had also amassed his own enormous collection of woodblocks made by others.



None of this was true, of course, but there was money in the lies.



"An artist that is dead is more desirable than an artist that is alive," Washington said. "It was the only way to do this and with some longevity."



In 1997, Washington acquired two printing presses, which gave him the ability to turn his carvings into prints. He had given up acting and singing and moved to Michigan, setting up a studio in an old Victorian building with exposed brick and wood floors in Monroe, less than an hour's drive from Detroit. There, he began acquiring more presses, ranging from lightweight hand-held ones to a hulking eight-foot-tall model built in the 1830s.



From this studio, sometimes working 16 hours a day, Washington churned out block after block, print after print, a factory of craftsmanship that, law enforcement officials say, led to the sale of more than 3,000 blocks and more than a million prints.



The enterprise was upended, though, in 2004, when Forbes published a story titled 
"Catch Me If You Can."
 It posed troubling questions about the authenticity of Washington's blocks and prints: "Who created the striking woodcuts that crowd the small studio in downtown Monroe, Mich.?"



Several skeptics were quoted, including a former girlfriend of Washington's and a lawyer, Kenneth Martens, who explained why he had created a website that warned people about Washington's prints.



"We had people from all over the states thanking me," Martens, a Canadian, said in a recent interview.



The article said the estate of M.C. Escher, the Dutch artist, had alerted the F.B.I. that phony Eschers were being sold and it reported that an F.B.I. agent in Hawaii had been collecting other complaints about Washington.



Washington said he eventually turned himself in to the bureau's office in Oahu, where he was questioned for 45 minutes, and then let go. The F.B.I. said it could not confirm the visit.



Scared that people were catching on, Washington largely shut down operations, sold all but one of his presses and moved to Key West, Fla. But he couldn't stay away from carving for long.



By 2010, Washington was back online, selling blocks and prints under the name "River Seine." Now he marketed his creations as 16th- and 17th-century artifacts that had been inherited by a relative. He carefully rubbed the blocks of old wood against gravel to erase any new saw marks. He found inspiration online and in books that featured old woodblocks, many of them focused on medical procedures. It was one of those that caught Arbittier's eye.



A Home for Old Scalpels and Saws



By the time he encountered "River Seine," Arbittier had been collecting medical antiques for decades. His hobby only intensified during medical school at the University of Pennsylvania and soon his collection boasted all manner of items: candlesticks owned by famous physicians, Civil War surgical sets, amputation saws, leech jars.



When he moved to York, Pa., in 2003, Arbittier's ambitions grew to the point that, at a cost of approximately $450,000, he built an elegant two-story, private museum behind his home. It included a stained-glass skylight and dozens of glass display cases.



The Arbittier Museum of Medical History drew visits from students, neighbors and officials of other institutions. When the doctor moved recently to New Jersey, he recreated many of the displays in his new home.



"I see myself as a sort of preserver and curator of these things, and I really liked to display them with the stories behind their history," he said.




The private museum that Arbittier built behind his home in York, Pa.




Washington woodblocks, with their intricate details of old, often ghoulishly crude medical practices, were a natural fit for the museum, and over the years that they did business, the men exchanged hundreds of emails.



"I have to tell you honestly that I literally had palpitations as I opened the expertly packed box to find one true treasure after another," Arbittier wrote in 2013. "I am telling you, River, that this is one of the most important days in my 30 years of collecting."



Washington later wrote back, as Seine. "It's a sickness Doug, we share the same symptoms of 'acquisitive affliction'. BUT I LOVE IT!!!"



"The Arbittier," Washington continued, referencing the museum, "will be considered the xylographic foundation in the Western World."



But later, Washington said in a recent interview, his family life began fraying and he lost access to the email account he had been using. Arbittier, unable to reach him for an extended period, thought it was strange that a seemingly legitimate dealer would simply go dark. He began to have niggling doubts about the authenticity of the woodblocks he'd been buying.



Arbittier said he shared his concerns with a German collector, Tilo Hofmann, whom he had introduced to the beauty of River Seine's woodblocks. Both men found it hard to believe the blocks, each so different and exquisitely carved, could be fake.



But in 2020 Arbittier found a phone number that "River Seine" had given him featured in an online ad for a car being sold by a man named "Earl." He subscribed to a public records search engine and found the same number came back to an Earl Washington who had lived in Hawaii, Las Vegas and Key West -- all places River Seine had lived. And though there were lots of Earl Washingtons online, he discovered that one was the focus of an entire Wikipedia page. It described him as a forger.



"The world comes crashing down at that point," Arbittier said in an interview. "It was gut wrenching because, oh my God, why did I spend all that money, but also it was a betrayal of the trust and relationship that we had."




Arbittier said one focus of his collection is to display items like surgical tools in ways that explain the evolution of modern medicine.




Now, for Arbittier, the real work began.



He culled incriminating content from his years of correspondence with Washington. He gathered his conversations with other collectors. He found and retraced the trail created by others who had suspected Washington earlier than he had. He detailed the steps that had led him to conclude that River Seine was a fraud and sent the whole package to an agent on the F.B.I.'s Art Crime Team.



The attachment was 286 pages long.



"Without this victim coming forward and presenting that initial credible information about his interactions with this individual, we would not have had the opportunity to move to open up an investigation," Special Agent Jake Archer said. "This victim helped jump-start this investigation, there's no doubt."



Hofmann, Arbittier's collecting colleague, commissioned a carbon-dating analysis of Washington woodblocks that indicated they were not centuries old. Still, it would take years for a team led by Archer and an assistant United States Attorney, Ravi Romel Sharma, to develop enough evidence to bring charges. They did their own carbon study. They tracked others tricked by Washington, at home and abroad. They enlisted German and French authorities to assist. And they arranged for the search of a storage locker in Las Vegas. Inside, investigators found carving tools, blank wood blocks, books on carving and others with images that had served as his source material.



Finally, Washington said, an agent, posing as a buyer, arranged to meet him at a Hawaii hotel. When Washington arrived, Archer approached and flashed his badge. "Take a look," Archer said he told Washington. "This is real."



Last summer, Washington and his wife at the time were convicted of conspiracy to commit mail fraud and other charges in connection with the sale of fraudulent artwork to Arbittier, to a collector in Pennsylvania and to two collectors in France. Investigators say their work is ongoing: They are contacting cultural institutions to see if Washington sold them phony woodblocks.



Even the agents who caught Washington still marvel at what he could do with a piece of wood and a sharp tool.



"At one point, he bragged that he was the best in the world at this," Archer said. "And you know, based on all of our training experience, we had no reason to doubt it."



After he was charged, Washington continued to email Arbittier. In one note, he offered to carve 100 blocks as restitution.



"I also propose," he wrote, "to volunteer my xylographic knowledge and services to 
The Arbittier
, bibliographically and otherwise
 
as a docent (volunteer) and contributor to speak at symposiums on behalf of 
The Arbittier 
and stage printing sessions to create valuable, unique hand-signed woodblock print keepsakes for Arbittier patrons."



Arbittier described the offer as beyond belief. "That just showed naivete or a bizarre behavioral problem or something," he said. "I'm like, 'What the hell, man, you defrauded me. Are you kidding me?'"



Washington pleaded guilty and is serving a 52-month sentence at a federal prison in Florida. Though he admits his duplicity, Washington does not think he took complete advantage of people. In a series of telephone conversations from prison, he described himself as a successor to the great carvers of old. He believes that, although his clients did not receive antique woodblocks, his work is art with its own intrinsic value.



Either way, he knows he won't be making any more carvings for a while, though he said he did find a small piece of wood the other day while walking outside. He tucked it away like treasure.



"I shouldn't even say this: It's considered contraband," he said. "It's under my bed. I just run my hands over the grain."



Susan C. Beachy
 contributed research.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/18/arts/earl-washington-woodblocks-art-fraud.html
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Chappell Roan Booked a Tour. Then She Blew Up.



The rising pop star now has five songs on the Hot 100. The venues her team picked out months ago are struggling to fit her ballooning audience.








By Tricia Romano
Photographs by Chona Kasinger


Jul 24, 2024


In September 2023, 
Chappell Roan
 opened the tour for her debut album, "The Rise and Fall of a Midwest Princess," in Roseville, Calif., at the Goldfield Trading Post, a venue that holds 600 people.



Last Friday night in Seattle, she held court before a festival crowd of 10,000 at the Capitol Hill Block Party. And lately, 10,000 is a 
small
 crowd for the rising pop star.



The narrow street where the event is held couldn't contain all the fans who arrived in glittery pink cowboy hats -- a homage to Roan's song 
"Pink Pony Club,"
 about dancing at a gay bar -- so those without tickets camped out at an adjacent gas station and sang along to synth-pop hits like "Good Luck, Babe!" and "Hot to Go!," both of which have been climbing Billboard's Hot 100 in the past six weeks.



The last few months have been transformative for Roan, 26, who released her first EP in 2017, was dropped by her label in 2020 and then began a fruitful collaboration with the songwriter and producer Daniel Nigro (Olivia Rodrigo, Sky Ferreira). Since she looked directly into the camera at the Coachella festival in April and declared, "I'm your favorite artist's favorite artist," she has seemingly been everywhere -- on TikTok, YouTube, talk shows, 
NPR's Tiny Desk
.




Chappell Roan onstage at the Capitol Hill Block Party in Seattle last Friday.





Fans in the front row celebrating the "Midwest Princess."




She's also been onstage, forcing her team to confront a problem (albeit an enviable one): How do you continue playing a tour that was booked before you became one of the year's buzziest pop acts?



"Coachella was a paradigm shift," Jackie Nalpant, one of Roan's two booking agents at Wasserman Music, said in an interview. Clips from the livestream of her performances flooded social media. "It's a zeitgeist moment," she added. "You can't manufacture it."



Nalpant and Kiely Mosiman, Roan's other agent, personally escorted festival bookers to the singer's early club dates to show off their client. It worked, in part because Roan's stage presence is big, and she has the live chops to match
.
 After playing a 200-capacity Los Angeles club in May 2022, she opened for Rodrigo the next night at the Bill Graham Civic Auditorium, to 6,000 people. Afterward, her manager, Nick Bobetsky, recalled in an interview, "She's like, 'That feels natural to me.'"



After Coachella, she played to massive crowds at major festivals including Governors Ball in New York, where she took the stage dressed as the Statue of Liberty in green-gold body paint after emerging from a big red apple. "It was a complete transformation of the entire festival," said Huston Powell, a promoter at C3 Presents, which booked the event. "It felt like Chappell Roan mania. It felt like everybody wanted to see her."




Overflow crowds took in the show from wherever they could get a solid view.




As word of her theatrical live performances spread and Roan's songs got bigger, demand started to outstrip supply on the road. "I used to say her fan base was not as wide, but it was very deep," Mosiman said. "Like, if you listen to Chappell Roan, you're a huge fan of Chappell Roan." Now, her listenership is both. In May, she was scheduled to play the National, a 1,500-capacity venue in Richmond, Va. The show was moved to Brown's Island, which sold out 6,530 tickets.



"We've basically had to upgrade as many markets as we could," Bobetsky said. "There were some that we couldn't -- like Kalamazoo, Mich., we had to sit on. There just wasn't another room to go into."



Festival upgrades are trickier; events of that magnitude are plotted out nine to 12 months in advance, and promoters have to guess what's going to hit big. At Bonnaroo in Tennessee in early June, Roan was moved to the second largest stage. The producers of two upcoming festivals -- Lollapalooza in Chicago on Aug. 1, and Outside Lands in San Francisco on Aug. 11 -- are well aware of the impending crush of sparkly fans coming their way.



Allen Scott, the president of concerts and festivals for Another Planet Entertainment, which produces Outside Lands, expects 75,000 concertgoers a day. While Roan was initially scheduled on the main stage, Scott said organizers pushed her slot there back a bit. (She'll perform the same time Billie Eilish did in 2018.) The festival has a large L.G.B.T. audience, as does Roan. "So it's going to be a huge moment at the festival," he said. "I expect her to be playing in front of 50,000 people."



Frank Krhounek, 48, who attended the Block Party in long, dangly bright-pink feather earrings, said part of Roan's appeal is "she just speaks to us." He added, "It's about having fun and being fluid and, you know, kind of doing whatever you want and being whatever you want."



Powell of C3 Presents, which also books Lollapalooza, saw the crowds gathered for Roan at Governors Ball and decided to switch her to a larger stage for the Chicago event. While the art of juggling artists' time slots and egos is a delicate one, he found a solution: "In this case, we went to Kesha, who was on the main stage from 5 to 6, and we asked her to switch. She was gracious enough to do it," Powell said. Kesha, it turned out, is a fan.




Fans without tickets camped out at an adjacent gas station and sang along to synth-pop hits like "Good Luck, Babe!" and "Hot to Go!"




Safety is a concern when concertgoers are straining to see their new favorite artist: "We didn't want a situation where it's 5:45 and everybody's trying to go see Chappell Roan," Powell said. "That's when the pushing starts."



Daydream State, which organized the Capitol Hill Block Party, experienced this first hand, as the main stage area became so jam-packed that some members of the audience, unable to easily reach an exit, passed out or needed to be extracted by security. In a statement, the company said it had worked with the police and fire departments in anticipation of the large crowd: "We give immense credit to the security staff and attendees that helped create a safe and welcoming environment for fellow guests."



Though Powell believes Roan could sell out two nights at the United Center in Chicago ("I think she's worth 30,000 tickets in Chicago, hard tickets"), Roan's team is holding off on arenas or stadiums, at least for now. She has been playing secondary and tertiary cities for a few years, building a die-hard fan base brick by brick, with singalong anthems that bring fans back.



"She's really thoughtful about the experience for fans," Bobetsky, her manager, said, "especially venue selection, parts of town, gender-neutral bathrooms, like really creating a safe space, making sure that we prep building security on, you know, that there's a large queer young community coming to this."




As Roan's audience has grown, her team has tried to find bigger venues for her to play -- and festivals have moved her to bigger stages.




Moving to bigger venues also presents an omnipresent challenge -- higher ticket prices. "You'd price a 6,000-cap room differently than an 1,800-cap room," he said. Roan's team has been trying to keep prices reasonable, around $50.



Holly Yuzer, 37, was at the Block Party with her friend Angie Despeaux, both decked out in black-and-pink cowgirl ensembles. "We were 10 when the Spice Girls happened," Yuzer said. "We've been waiting for this moment. We've been 
training
 for this moment."



Festivals have had to juggle lineups before -- Lizzo exploded between Capitol Hill's booking and festival dates in 2019. But Powell said the speed of Roan's rise has been remarkable.



"When we announced the lineup in March, there wasn't a lot of Chappell Roan hysteria," he said. "All of a sudden, it just started to snowball with a velocity that we haven't seen."



There are a few other historical parallels; Mosiman mentioned Blink-182 in the early 2000s. "We had a promoter say, 'I've never seen anything like it,'" Nalpant said. "And I said, 'I'm old, so I'm going to tell you it's Madonna.'"



And perhaps there's an even more obvious comparison: "In 2008, we booked an act for $0 to open up the smallest stage at noon," Powell said. "Lady Gaga. She was the last name on the poster. In 2011, she was a stadium act and the first name on the poster as a headliner."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/24/arts/music/chappell-roan-festivals-live-shows.html
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Between Attacks on Electric Cars, Trump Says They're 'Incredible'



The former president's comments on E.V.s have shifted since he has grown more friendly with Elon Musk, the billionaire head of Tesla.




Elon Musk, the Tesla chief executive, with President Donald J. Trump during a SpaceX launch at Cape Canaveral, Fla., in 2020.




By Lisa Friedman


Jul 23, 2024


Former President Donald J. Trump has 
spent years ridiculing electric vehicles,
 saying they don't go far, are too expensive and are made in China. He has promised to end federal support for electric vehicles, a central feature of President Biden's strategy to cut the carbon dioxide that is heating the planet.



But in recent months, Mr. Trump has been saying some nice things about E.V.s. While he still throws some shade on electric vehicles, in the same breath he also tells crowds that he likes them.



On Saturday, he went further, telling a rally in Grand Rapids, Mich., "I'm constantly talking about electric vehicles but I don't mean I'm against them. I'm totally for them." Moments later he said, "I've driven them and they are incredible, but they're not for everybody."



This subtle softening began after Mr. Trump met in March with Elon Musk, the billionaire chief executive of Tesla, in Palm Beach, Fla. The two men began frequent discussions on a range of topics, including 
conversations about electric vehicles
, according to comments Mr. Musk made last month at a shareholders meeting. "He just called me out of the blue," Mr. Musk said. "I don't know why, but he does."



As spring turned to summer, Mr. Trump shifted his attacks from the reliability and value of electric vehicles to the federal incentives for consumers to buy E.V.s, and to environmental regulations designed to prod automakers to step up production. He's said that anyone who wants to buy an electric vehicle should be able to but the government should not shape the car market.



Asked at the Tesla shareholders meeting in June about Mr. Trump's apparent turn, Mr. Musk replied, "I can be persuasive," according to an audio recording.



"A lot of his friends now have Teslas and they all love it," Mr. Musk said. "And he's a huge fan of the Cybertruck. So I think those may be contributing factors."



In fact, 
The Washington Post reported in 2015
 that Mr. Trump's fleet of personal vehicles included a Tesla. And as president, Mr. Trump once held an event at the White House to promote an electric pickup truck made by Lordstown Motors, which later went bankrupt. But after he lost the 2020 election and President Biden began a concerted push for electric vehicles, Mr. Trump began attacking them.



Neither Mr. Trump nor Mr. Musk responded to a request for comment.



Both men stand to benefit from their new alliance.



For Mr. Trump, the enthusiastic backing of Mr. Musk, one of the world's wealthiest men and a near 
mythical figure among Republicans
, would be helpful. "The one thing connected to E.V.s that Republicans like, is they like Elon," said Mike Murphy, a veteran Republican consultant who promotes electric vehicles.



"Elon Musk, I love Elon Musk," Mr. Trump told the crowd on Saturday. "Do we love him? I love him."



For Mr. Musk, the elimination of the $7,500 federal tax credit for buyers of electric vehicles could hurt GM, Ford and other Tesla competitors. The 2022 Inflation Reduction Act provides tax credits of up to $7,500 for buyers of electric vehicles, but some Tesla models do not qualify because of several requirements, including that the vehicles be free of Chinese-made components.



"Take away the subsidies," 
Mr. Musk wrote on X this month
. "It will only help Tesla."



Tesla, which has had an enormous head start in production and already has a network of charging stations, may be more likely to remain profitable without subsidies than legacy automakers like GM or Ford, analysts have said.




President Biden test drove an E.V. during a 2021 visit to a General Motors plant in Detroit that included the company chief executive, Mary Barra, second from right.




Mr. Musk was once a sharp critic of Mr. Trump, resigning from two advisory councils during Mr. Trump's presidency over his decision to pull the United States out of the Paris climate agreement. But within a half-hour of the July 13 assassination attempt against Mr. Trump, Mr. Musk endorsed his campaign to return to the White House.



"Elon endorsed me the other day," Mr. Trump said at the Saturday rally, adding that Mr. Musk has pledged to donate $45 million a month to his campaign. "Not $45 million -- $45 million a month!"



Despite the Biden administration's support for electric vehicles, Mr. Musk has felt slighted since 2021, when Tesla was not invited to a White House meeting on E.V.s. He has bristled at the administration's support for Detroit's unionized automakers, taking offense when 
Mr. Biden posted a video on X in January 2022
 in which he was speaking with Mary Barra, the chairwoman and chief executive of General Motors. "I meant it when I said the future was going to be made right here in America," Mr. Biden wrote. "Companies like GM and Ford are building more electric vehicles here at home than ever before."



Four months later, Mr. Musk was still stewing. "This administration has done everything it can to sideline & ignore Tesla, even though we have made twice as many E.V.s as rest of U.S. industry combined," 
Mr. Musk wrote
.



The future of electric vehicles and the course of the clean energy transition in America could be altered by the 2024 election. Mr. Trump, who has dismissed climate change as a hoax, wants to expand oil and gas drilling. Mr. Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris consider climate change an urgent threat and want to move the country away from fossil fuels and toward clean energy.



In response to the Biden administration's policies, American automakers have invested billions to create the capacity to produce electric vehicles, which made up 6.8 percent of new vehicle sales in the United States in May, according to Edmunds, a company that reviews cars and tracks the auto market. In the global market, American automakers are facing stiff competition from BYD, China's leading auto company, which has been heavily subsidized by the Chinese government and churns out inexpensive cars that have flooded China and are beginning to sell in Europe.



"Any auto C.E.O. will tell you electric vehicles are going to save the automobile industry so the Chinese don't dominate it," Mr. Murphy said. "But in Trump's mind, he identifies investments in electric vehicles with Biden policy, so it's wrong and has to be attacked."



There is a clear partisan split in public opinion when it comes to electric vehicles. In a Pew Research Center survey in June, 77 percent of Republicans said they would not consider purchasing an electric vehicle for their next car and only 13 percent reported being "very interested" in an E.V. That's compared with 45 percent of Democrats who said they would be "very interested" in making their next car an electric one.



"Trump is tapping into something Republicans really believe," said Whit Ayres, a Republican political consultant. "They're far less likely to consider buying an electric vehicle and they really resent the idea that the government is going to come along and subsidize these Democrats who want to buy an electric vehicle."




Mr. Musk, second from left, and other business leaders during a White House visit in 2017.




Mr. Trump insists that the American car market will never be completely electric. "You can't have 100 percent of your cars electric," he told the crowd in Michigan on Saturday. "We can't electrify our cities."



He repeated a familiar promise to end the "electric vehicle mandate on Day 1," a phrase he uses to refer to Biden administration limits 
on automobile tailpipe emissions
. It is designed to ensure that the majority, not 100 percent, of new passenger cars and light trucks sold in the U.S. are all-electric or hybrids by 2032. It does not ban the sales of gasoline-powered cars and trucks.



As the Inflation Reduction Act was making its way through Congress in 2021, Mr. Musk argued that it should be abandoned. He said government spending levels were "insane."



"We don't need the $7,500 tax credit," Mr. Musk 
said at a Wall Street Journal conference
. "I would say, honestly, I would say I would just can this whole bill. Don't pass it." He also dismissed federal money to build electric vehicle charging stations, saying "Do we need to support the gas stations? We don't."



Tesla has benefited greatly from government money in the past. The company received a $465 million loan guarantee from the Department of Energy that allowed it to produce specially designed, all-electric plug-in vehicles and build a facility in California to make battery packs, electric motors and other components. It repaid the loan in 2013.



Mr. Musk seems unbothered by Mr. Trump's declaration that he would end policies designed to get more people to buy electric vehicles. "It'll be fine," 
Mr. Musk wrote on his social media platform, X
.



But Mr. Trump and his allies have promoted other policies that could hurt Tesla.



For example, 
Project 2025,
 a blueprint for a next Republican administration written by more than 100 of Mr. Trump's former aides, calls for revoking California's ability to set its own emissions standards. That ability, under a waiver of the Clean Air Act, has underpinned California's goal of selling 
only zero-emissions vehicles
 by 2035, making Tesla a major player in that market.



Conservatives said they believed that Mr. Musk had little to worry about from a second Trump administration.



"I just don't see the downside risk from a business perspective for Musk," said James Pethokoukis, a senior fellow at the American Enterprise Institute, a right-leaning research organization in Washington.



"Does it seem likely that actions by the Trump administration will undercut the only American company that's successful at manufacturing these cars, employs about 150,00 people and is based in Texas, and, oh yeah, whose owner is now a massive donor to the Republican Party and supports President Trump?" Mr. Pethokoukis asked.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/23/climate/trump-electric-vehicles-musk.html
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Real Estate Crisis? Small Banks Say Their Loans Are Fine.



Community banks are big commercial real-estate lenders. But they say their loans are to sturdy local businesses, not those facing vacant office space.




Small community banks say they aren't affected by the same factors that led to the failure of three regional banks, including First Republic Bank, a year ago.




By Matthew Goldstein and Emily Flitter


Jul 24, 2024


Small banks are feeling misunderstood.



They see themselves as integral to neighborhoods across the country: backers of local dry cleaners, dentists and sandwich shops. Investors worry that those banks could be a crisis waiting to happen.



The pride and the anxiety both reflect the fact that community banks are big lenders in the commercial real-estate market, which has been rocked by falling property values as large 
office buildings sit empty.



But executives at these firms -- 
which number about 4,100
 in total -- say there is an important distinction, and some industry analysts concur. They caution that small banks are being lumped in with 
lenders to the owners of half-empty towers
 in Manhattan, San Francisco and Chicago, which are in the most trouble.



Instead, a majority of commercial building loans by community banks are for smaller buildings -- like those housing doctors and local businesses -- that tend to be fully leased. And while there are concerns about financial pressure on 
apartment building landlords
 if interest rates remain high, missed payments on those types of mortgages have not risen substantially.



"The focus has been on office as that is the weak category," said John Buran, the chief executive officer of Flushing Financial, based in Uniondale, N.Y., which operates branches as Flushing Bank in Queens, Manhattan and Brooklyn and on Long Island. "Most community banks don't have the type of exposure."




All of Flushing Financial's loans are performing well, said John Buran, the firm's chief executive.




Mr. Buran said loans to office building landlords were 4 percent of Flushing Financial's portfolio, compared with roughly 38 percent for loans to apartment building owners. All of its loans are performing well, he said. But its stock, at about $16.20 a share, is slightly lower for the year -- even after a sharp rally this month.



Shares of other 
small lenders have lagged
 behind stocks of 
big banks
 and the broader market this year. Regulators are watching them closely after being burned last year by the 
unexpected failure of three larger regional banks
. Even if small banks are sound right now, there is unease over what may happen if there is a surge in loan defaults.



Nearly 40 percent of the $3 trillion in commercial real-estate loans held by banks are in small institutions -- those with less than $15 billion in assets -- according to S&P Global Market Intelligence. Regulators consider it a warning sign when a bank's commercial real-estate loan portfolio is more than 300 percent greater than the capital required to cover its financial obligations during a crisis. Roughly 400 small banks currently exceed that threshold, according to S&P.



Many small banks routinely operate with loan exposures beyond the regulatory threshold because they depend heavily on lending to generate revenue, said Nathan Stovall, the director of financial institutions research for S&P Global Market Intelligence. But Mr. Stovall said banks weren't getting credit for prudent lending.



"You are having a lot of investors with a shoot-first mentality," he said. "Not all commercial real estate is created equal."



Flushing Financial, with $9 billion in assets, is among the banks that have exceeded the threshold. Its commercial real-estate portfolio is around 477 percent of its risk-based capital, according to S&P Global Market Intelligence.



Mr. Buran acknowledged this, but said the metric didn't reflect the bank's loan quality.



"The devil is in the details," he said. "We are very careful about our growth and conservative about our lending."



There has been one bank failure this year: Republic First Bancorp, a community bank based in Philadelphia that 
had $6 billion in
 assets, including $1.7 billion in commercial real-estate loans. And the trouble that struck the banking sector a year ago -- and led to the failures of First Republic Bank, 
Silicon Valley Bank
 and 
Signature Bank
, with over $100 billion in assets among them -- wasn't directly caused by alarm over commercial real-estate loans. It was prompted by a drop in the value of the banks' own investments, a result of rising interest rates and the high percentage of customers with uninsured deposits who panicked and pulled their money out.




FirstSun Capital, which owns Sunflower Bank, has moved to change regulators in order to close a merger.




Some small banks have taken steps to shore up their capital.



First Foundation, a bank based in Dallas with $13.6 billion in assets, 
announced this month that it
 had raised $228 million by selling shares at a steep discount to a group of big investment firms, including Fortress Investment Group. The bank, which has 30 branches in five states, said it planned to use the additional capital to increase its loan loss reserves. It also said it would sell off some of its large portfolio of loans to apartment building landlords.



Scott F. Kavanaugh, the chief executive of First Foundation, said on an investor call that the move to raise capital had not been prompted by regulatory considerations, but that it had been the "prudent thing to do."



Before then, First Foundation's commercial real-estate portfolio was roughly 500 percent of its risk capital, according to S&P Global Market Intelligence. Shares of First Foundation plunged after the 
announcement
 but have recovered those losses and are now trading slightly higher.



Some analysts say there are reasons to remain watchful, especially if the economy falters. Bank regulators, in particular the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency, are looking at community banks and small regional lenders to make sure those institutions are moving to 
reduce their overall loan exposure
 or are raising more capital to cover any losses.
The comptroller's office sees little downside in taking an aggressive approach with the small banks, said Doug Landy, who is the co-head of the financial institutions practice at White & Case, a law firm based in New York.



"The O.C.C. and the other regulators are looking at this and saying, 'Let's prepare for a bad situation in the future and if it doesn't happen, no harm, no foul,'" he said.



The O.C.C. scrutiny is particularly evident when community banks seek to merge. One response has been to sidestep the regulator.



In April, FirstSun Capital, which is based in Denver, 
said that it was becoming a Texas-chartered financial institution
 and that it would no longer be regulated by the O.C.C. The bank said the switch was necessary to speed up the completion of its planned merger with HomeStreet Bank, based in Seattle, which has a heavy concentration of commercial real-estate loans.




"The O.C.C. was not going to approve this deal anytime soon," said Neal Arnold, the C.E.O. of FirstSun.




Neal Arnold, the C.E.O. of FirstSun, said the bank decided to undertake the regulatory shift after conversations with the comptroller's office. "The O.C.C. was not going to approve this deal anytime soon," he said.



Stephanie Collins, an O.C.C. spokeswoman, said the regulator "examines banks on a case-by-case basis to ensure their risk management practices are appropriate."



Patricia A. McCoy, a professor at Boston College Law School who focuses on financial services regulation, said FirstSun's move could inspire other community banks considering deals to do the same.



But she said the O.C.C. was right to look at how small banks were handling high concentrations of commercial real-estate loans. The concern is that investors and depositors will smell weakness in banks that are not moving fast enough to address the issue -- setting off another crisis in which trouble at one bank spreads across the industry.



"What we worry about is contagion," Ms. McCoy said. "Right now, regulators are in a watch-closely mode."



Susan C. Beachy
 contributed research.
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Before Paris, London Showed How the Olympics Could Be Sustainable



Paris aims to be the most sustainable Olympic Games in history, but it was London over a decade ago that proved host cities didn't have to end up with empty stadiums in disrepair long after the Games were over.




The West Ham United soccer club is the primary tenant of the former Olympic Stadium in London, and the venue hosts concerts, rugby matches, monster truck jams and other events.




By Ken Belson


Jul 25, 2024


This week, the world will tune in to watch what is being billed as the 
most sustainable
 Olympic Games in history, a goal the organizers of the Paris Games aim to reach in part by refurbishing buildings instead of constructing new ones.



More than 90 percent of the venues that will be used for the Paris Games 
are temporary or already existed,
 though many of the buildings are old -- including one used in the 1924 Olympics -- and needed to be upgraded.



For decades, the International Olympic Committee has been 
stung by images of Olympic venues in disrepair
 years after the Games end. The soaring cost of putting on the games and the white elephants left in their wake had scared away potential bidders. Moving forward, the I.O.C. hopes that its ambitions for more sustainable Olympic facilities will lure other potential bidders.



The Winter Games in Milano Cortina, Italy, in 2026 and the Summer Games in Los Angeles in 2028 will largely use existing infrastructure, said Marie Sallois, the director of sustainability at the I.O.C.




Graham Gilmore took over as chief executive of the London Stadium in 2015. He hopes to reduce the stadium's losses each year, but he does not have a target date for turning a profit.




Before Paris, London demonstrated in the 2012 Olympics that host cities didn't have to end up with empty venues long after the Games are over. Hundreds of acres of land in a formerly industrial part of East London were cleaned up to make way for the Olympic Park, public transportation was added, and afterward almost all of the Olympic buildings were disassembled or refurbished. The athletes' village was converted to private housing, office buildings went up where sports venues had been and the stadium, aquatics center and velodrome were overhauled and opened to the public.



"It wasn't us just sort of saying, 'Oh, we're going to have green games' and no idea how to do it," said David Stubbs, an environmental consultant who worked with the London host committee. "We had shown that we'd done the hard yards to get a good plan together and garnered the support of stakeholders, and the sponsors wanted to be part of that which generated more revenue for the organizing committee."



London's success at using the Olympics to transform a neglected part of the city continues, but it hasn't come without some pain. The frenzy of building and rebuilding in East London drove up housing and rental prices, pushing out some longtime residents and businesses. And Olympic venues required infusions of money to remake bare-bones buildings that lacked amenities like luxury boxes and kiosks for food and merchandise. A larger roof was needed in the stadium in London to cover fans in their seats.



Graham Gilmore, who took over as chief executive of the London Stadium in 2015, remembers planning for the stadium's reopening that year. Just two months before the first event, a track meet, there were still several feet of mud across the infield, half the seats were not installed and the roof was unfinished.




The stadium was built for track and field competitions, so the seats were arranged in an oval. The architect Philip Johnson designed hydraulics to move seats to form a rectangle for soccer, and diagonal sight lights for baseball.




"We had to build it all," Mr. Gilmore said. "It wasn't plain sailing, and we did have to maneuver around some pretty challenging issues. But we got there."



Philip Johnson, an architect at Populous who worked on the original design for London Stadium, was brought back to oversee what ended up being a 
contentious
 323 million pound, or $419 million, transformation. Some Olympic stadiums, including the one used in Atlanta in 1996 that became Turner Field, had been refashioned. But nothing, Mr. Johnson said, was on the scale of work needed in London.



The stadium was built for track and field competitions, so the seats were arranged in an oval. Mr. Johnson designed hydraulics that would move seats to form a rectangle for soccer, diagonal sight lights for baseball and so on. Kitchens were added so food could be funneled to concession stands and served in suites and dining rooms. Those amenities were not needed during the Olympics because fans had access to food outside the stadium in the Olympic Park. Ticket windows had to be added.



"The overall look of the new stadium is similar," Mr. Johnson said. But "when the stadium is multiuse, your mind-set switches to how to make it suitable for cricket or rugby. You can't design it for one type of event."




Kitchens were added to the stadium so food could be funneled to concession stands and served in suites and dining rooms. Those amenities were not needed during the Olympics.




The reopening track meet brought 54,000 fans, a victory for Mr. Gilmore and the London Legacy Development Corporation, which oversees the 560-acre Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park that includes the stadium.



After much public debate and several lawsuits, West Ham United, a soccer club that plays in the English Premier League, became the stadium's primary tenant, but to keep the lights on, the venue hosts concerts, rugby matches, monster truck jams and other events. The stadium still operates at a loss (PS
14.1 million
 in the year that ended March 31, down from PS15.8 million the year before), but its deficits have shrunk, in part because of improvements in how it is configured so more events can be scheduled. Mr. Gilmore hopes to reduce the stadium's losses each year, but he does not have a target date for turning a profit.



After the Mets and Philadelphia Phillies played two games in London Stadium last month, crews pulled up the field, reconfigured the seats and built a stage for two shows by the Foo Fighters and another by Burna Boy, the Nigerian singer. The stands were moved again for Monster Jam and yet again for a track meet. When that finishes, the soccer field will be reinstalled in time for the start of West Ham's season in mid-August. In all, the stadium hosts about 40 major events a year.



Impressive as it was at the time, London's sustainability achievements have already been surpassed by Paris, where the reuse of Olympic venues has helped change the narrative that the Games are wasteful while also providing new benchmarks for other cities.



Mr. Stubbs, the environmental consultant, acknowledged that the plans for how to reuse the London Stadium had been too vague. The initial concept was to remove the top deck of the 80,000-seat stadium so it could become a 25,000-seat venue used primarily for track and field events, an idea supported by Sebastian Coe, the Olympic medal-winning runner who led the London host committee. But stadiums dedicated to track are rarely financially sustainable, so the idea was scrapped in favor of West Ham buying the stadium. That was challenged in court by other London-based soccer teams, so West Ham signed a 99-year lease and the stadium would be reconfigured to make it more versatile with more than 60,000 seats.




The New York Mets and Philadelphia Phillies played two games in the stadium in June for the 2024 MLB London Series.




Mr. Stubbs said that "if we were presenting the London bid now, the I.O.C. wouldn't look at it because it is too much construction and the days of them being an agent for regeneration has sort of passed." The I.O.C., he said, does not "want cities building stuff purely to please the Games without a proper plan."



The Paris Games is the first to incorporate the International Olympic Committee's sustainability guidelines introduced in 2015 as part of the Olympic Agenda. The I.O.C. backed away from its practice of telling bidding cities the kinds of buildings that were required, and instead set broad targets and left it up to bidders to develop their own solutions.



"Because you have the Olympic brand, people are happy to basically invest in innovation within the budget you have," Ms. Sallois said about the companies that introduced new solutions for issues like ventilation so they can show off their technology on a global stage.



Despite the challenges and $400 million price tag, Mr. Johnson, the architect, said that transforming London Stadium was better than the alternative.



"It would have been far worse if it closed its doors and you saw the tumbleweeds blow through," he said. "The I.O.C. is very attuned to this problem. Everyone has to make sure there's a sustainable legacy."
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SoftBank's Chief Pitches a New Path for Self-Driving Cars



Masayoshi Son, the billionaire founder of SoftBank, is trying to rally automakers around the world to join forces on autonomous-driving technologies.




Masayoshi Son, the chief executive of SoftBank, spoke enthusiastically at a shareholder meeting in Tokyo last month about "artificial super intelligence."




By River Akira Davis


Jul 22, 2024


Masayoshi Son has long prided himself on his ability to detect big shifts in technology early on. During his four decades leading SoftBank, a free-spending Japanese investment group, the billionaire has made some spectacularly successful investments. And some epic flops.



In recent months, Mr. Son has been laying out plans for a new big bet: self-driving cars.



Befitting his maverick approach, Mr. Son's pitch does not resemble other efforts to develop autonomous vehicles. He is trying to convince automakers from around the world, rivals under most scenarios, to work together to use artificial intelligence to accelerate autonomous driving advances. That way, the thinking goes, they will be able to overcome the 
challenges
 that have led some to 
abandon self-driving car efforts
.



In recent months, Mr. Son, 66, has summoned automotive executives to a tatami-mat-floored room at the top of a skyscraper in Tokyo Bay to discuss the idea, including the chief executives and autonomous-driving leaders of Honda Motor and Nissan Motor. He has also spoken with the chief executive of Uber.



Mr. Son's vision is to assemble a group of auto companies across the United States, Japan and Europe that would pool resources, including the vehicle-driving data crucial to autonomous-driving systems, according to five people briefed on his plans who were not authorized to speak publicly.



Most driverless car projects today rely on high-definition maps to help vehicles navigate, but these maps can become outdated, and vehicles are restricted to operating only in certain areas. Mr. Son is pitching a model in which cars can navigate -- potentially anywhere -- using a powerful A.I. computer system that would guide vehicles through everything they encounter on roads. That system would need to be trained using massive amounts of data.



Spokespeople for SoftBank, Honda, Nissan and Uber declined to comment.




In China, carmakers and technology companies are testing more driverless cars on public roads than their counterparts in other countries.




SoftBank has a number of investments in A.I. and related industries, including a majority stake in the semiconductor design firm Arm. SoftBank would stand to benefit if technologies offered by the companies it has invested in were adopted by the autonomous vehicle coalition that Mr. Son hopes to assemble.



Mr. Son's overtures come as self-driving vehicle efforts have hit a 
bumpy period
. The technologies for these cars are expensive, difficult to develop and face intense regulatory scrutiny. Some major companies have recently become more cautious about pouring cash into these projects.



Apple recently 
abandoned its self-driving car efforts
 after years of development. Cruise, the General Motors self-driving subsidiary, removed its driverless cars from the road last year amid safety and legal concerns, though it has 
since resumed limited testing
. The previous year, Ford Motor said it was shutting down Argo AI, its autonomous-driving venture.



Analysts say that China, which is 
testing more driverless cars on public roads than any other country
, and Tesla, which has promised to unveil a "robotaxi" this year, are far ahead of most traditional automakers in developing autonomous vehicles. Even if the established American, European and Japanese auto giants were to band together under direction from SoftBank, there would be no certainty that they could catch up.



At the same time, some in the industry think the boom around A.I. is reinvigorating the development of self-driving. This is where Mr. Son, who is leading a multibillion-dollar effort to reinvent SoftBank as an A.I. powerhouse, comes in.




Outside the headquarters of SoftBank in Tokyo in May. The conglomerate's shares have recently hit record highs. 




Through the years, Mr. Son has built a name for himself as one of the world's most prolific and aggressive tech investors. Sensing the rise of e-commerce in China, Mr. Son invested $20 million in the internet company Alibaba in 2000.
 
The investment ultimately became one of the most profitable in history, netting his company tens of billions of dollars. A less prescient bet on WeWork led to losses of more than $14 billion when the office-leasing company filed for bankruptcy late last year.



SoftBank has been on a tear recently, with its shares setting record highs thanks to better financial results from its investment unit and gains from its stake in Arm that, like other companies in the chip industry, has had its shares soar on enthusiasm for computing-heavy A.I. systems.



As of the end of March, Mr. Son had close to $40 billion of cash at SoftBank to back more rounds of the giant investments, emphatic pronouncements and whimsical, unicorn-stamped 
slide decks
 he is known for.



Last month, Mr. Son returned to the public spotlight for the first time in more than half a year -- a period he said he spent reflecting, at times tearfully, on how SoftBank could lead the A.I. revolution. (Last year, Mr. Son told a shareholder meeting that he "couldn't stop crying for days" at the thought of 
ending his career with investment losses
.)



Speaking with a raspy voice at last month's shareholder meeting, Mr. Son said that after several nights of fitful sleep, "his head was clear," having rediscovered the purpose of his existence.



"SoftBank Group has done many things up until now. All of these were warming up for A.S.I.," Mr. Son said, referring to what he calls "artificial super intelligence," a form of A.I. that he defines as 10,000 times smarter than human intelligence. "Why was Masayoshi Son born?" he asked. "I was born to make A.S.I. a reality."




Mr. Son wants to assemble a group of auto companies across the United States, Japan and Europe to pool resources in the development of self-driving cars.




During the shareholder meeting, Mr. Son dropped few hints about his plans, but spoke frequently about autonomous driving.



Like many other proponents of self-driving technology, Mr. Son says the point is not simply to save people from the chore of driving, but to reduce the number of people who die in accidents. In this way, "A.S.I. will be capable of saving us from despair," he said at the shareholder meeting.



From a commercial perspective, several SoftBank-backed companies would most likely benefit from the alliance Mr. Son envisions.



Earlier this year, Mr. Son led a 
$1 billion investment in Wayve
, a maker of A.I. systems for autonomous vehicles. Arm has also been trying to expand beyond the mobile processors it has long been known for and push deeper into the automotive business. The company recently unveiled a class of chip designs and other systems for self-driving cars.



Will Mr. Son's autonomous-vehicle dreams ever materialize? Two people close to Mr. Son cautioned that the billionaire was full of ideas, including about self-driving cars, and that many of those ideas do not end up being put into practice. Autonomous driving is also just one part of Mr. Son's broader plans for transforming society using A.I., they said.



Automotive executives approached by Mr. Son said they had lingering concerns about how much time and money A.I.-powered autonomous vehicles would take to develop, according to two people familiar with the executives' thinking. Any cooperation between carmakers would also have to take 
increasingly strict antitrust scrutiny
 into account.




Earlier this year, Mr. Son led a $1 billion investment in Wayve, a maker of A.I. systems for autonomous vehicles based in London.




But there is one part of Mr. Son's pitch that auto industry leaders find particularly convincing: They need to find a way to hasten autonomous-driving efforts so that they are not left in the dust by the likes of Tesla and carmakers from China.



During one meeting, according to a person with knowledge of the event, Mr. Son was asked how, as he saw it, rival auto companies could compete with one another in self-driving cars if they all drew data from the same pool. His response was simple: with speed.
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Judge Refuses to Block F.T.C.'s Noncompete Ban as Lawsuits Play Out



A federal judge in Pennsylvania denied a request to delay the rule, siding with the agency and diverging from another court's decision this month.




The Federal Trade Commission building in Washington. The agency's move to ban noncompete agreements faces challenges.




By Danielle Kaye


Jul 23, 2024


A federal judge in Pennsylvania on Tuesday declined to block the Federal Trade Commission's ban on noncompete agreements, diverging from another judge's recent finding that the agency's move was on shaky legal ground.



The decision clears one obstacle to the F.T.C.'s move to prohibit virtually all noncompete agreements, which prohibit employees from switching jobs within an industry and affect roughly one in five American workers. The rule is set to take effect on Sept. 4.



Several business groups sued to block the ban as soon as the F.T.C. voted to adopt it in April, saying it would limit their ability to protect trade secrets and confidential information. ATS Tree Services, a tree-removal company, filed a lawsuit in U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, arguing that it used noncompetes to "provide its employees with necessary and valuable specialized training while minimizing the risk that employees will leave and immediately use that specialized training and ATS's confidential information to benefit a competitor."



But on Tuesday, Judge Kelley Brisbon Hodge ruled that ATS had not proved that it would suffer irreparable harm from the rule. Denying the company's motion for a preliminary injunction, she said the lawsuit was unlikely to ultimately prevail on the merits.



Judge Hodge's decision "fully vindicates" the F.T.C.'s authority to ban noncompete clauses, "which harm competition by inhibiting workers' freedom and mobility while stunting economic growth," Douglas Farrar, a commission spokesman, said in a statement.



A lawyer representing ATS, Josh Robbins of the Pacific Legal Foundation, a libertarian law group, said the firm was disappointed by the court's decision and would "continue to fight the F.T.C.'s power grab." Mr. Robbins declined to say whether the firm intended to appeal.



In any case, employers remain in limbo as they await a decision from Judge Ada Brown of U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Texas, who this month 
granted a preliminary injunction
 requested by several plaintiffs, including the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.



While that ruling was limited to the plaintiffs in the Texas case, Judge Brown said the F.T.C. lacked "substantive rule-making authority" with respect to unfair methods of competition and that the plaintiffs were "likely to succeed on the merits" of their challenge.



Judge Brown said she expected to issue a final decision by the end of August. 



The lawsuits to block the F.T.C. rule asserted that it was issued without constitutional and statutory authority. The three Democrats on the five-member commission who voted to approve the rule maintain that it is consistent with authority granted under the F.T.C. Act of 1914, which created the agency.



Employers could face a prolonged period of legal limbo even beyond the rule's effective date as lawsuits weave their way through the courts, said Jeremy Merkelson, a partner at the law firm Davis Wright Tremaine.



"There is definitely tension between what the two districts have done, and I expect both will be appealed up to the appellate courts," Mr. Merkelson said. "The Supreme Court will likely have to weigh in on this issue because of its importance."
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A Kamala Harris Presidency Could Mean More of the Same on A.I. Regulation



The presumptive Democratic nominee has won concessions from Big Tech leaders on A.I., but she hasn't successfully pushed Congress to regulate.




Vice President Kamala Harris's work on A.I. policy is reflective of her approach to tech policy questions.




By David McCabe and Cecilia Kang


Jul 24, 2024


Over the past three years, Vice President Kamala Harris has taken a leading role inside the White House on artificial intelligence as the 
technology is taking off
.



As A.I. czar, she brought the chiefs of OpenAI, Microsoft, Google and Anthropic to the White House to agree on voluntary safety standards for the technology. She led a White House executive order mandating how the federal government would use and develop A.I. And she pushed Congress to adopt regulations to protect individuals from A.I. killing jobs and other harms -- although little legislation has emerged and the companies have so far faced few roadblocks.



We "reject the false choice that suggests we can either protect the public or advance innovation," Ms. Harris 
said in a speech in November
, calling for both global regulation and further accountability from companies. "We can and we must do both."



Now, as the Democratic Party's presumptive presidential nominee, a win for Ms. Harris could mean a continued relatively smooth runway for A.I. companies, which have enjoyed little U.S. regulation and the chance to shape White House and Congressional views on the technology.



Ms. Harris has previously taken tougher stances on Big Tech. As the former district attorney of San Francisco, and then attorney general of California, she pushed for laws against cyberbullying and to promote greater privacy for children online. As the state's attorney general, she worked to stem the spread of intimate images, taken without their subject's consent, on big tech platforms.



"She brings a very kind of lawyerly, kind of thoughtful, mind-set about thinking about all sides of the issue," said Alondra Nelson, a former director of the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy.



The Harris campaign referred a request for comment to the White House. Jeff Zients, the White House chief of staff, said in an emailed statement that the administration "has taken unprecedented actions to maximize the potential and manage the risks of A.I. -- and at every turn, both the president and the vice president have pushed us to act quickly and pull every lever."



Under the Biden administration, Big Tech has faced 
increased scrutiny on antitrust
. Regulators have sued Google, Meta, Amazon and Apple, accusing them of monopolistic behavior. Many of those investigations were started under Donald J. Trump, the Republican nominee for president.



Meanwhile, generative A.I. that powers humanlike chatbots and realistic image generators has taken off, fueling concerns that the technology could take jobs and cause other harms, alongside doomsday scenarios that it could destroy humanity. Although Congressional leaders have said they must take action and have held forums to discuss the technology, few concrete efforts to regulate A.I. have materialized.



"She has years of service demonstrating her conviction in corporate accountability
," 
said
 
Dan Geldon, a former aide to Senator Elizabeth Warren, Democrat of Massachusetts
. 
"
It seems unlikely that a President Harris would disrupt all the existing litigation and momentum, based on her long history of holding corporations who break the law accountable
."



Ms. Harris has connections to tech companies from her time in California, and her brother-in-law, Tony West, is the top lawyer at Uber.



When she was campaigning to become state attorney general in 2010, Ms. Harris appeared for a question-and-answer session at Google's campus in Mountain View. She told employees she saw the tech industry's expertise as central to making sure that the government communicated well and had up-to-date systems.



"I want these relationships and I want to cultivate them, because I want you to be an advisory group," Ms. Harris said at the time, 
according to a recording of the session
. "This is a short drive to come here. This is backyard. We're family."



In 2015, as California's attorney general, she visited Facebook's headquarters in Menlo Park to promote safer internet use. In the event for high school students, Sheryl Sandberg, then chief operating officer of the company now known as Meta, said "we can work together to show the internet can be a tool for good," according to media reports.



Ms. Sandberg is backing Ms. Harris's candidacy, as is the investor Reid Hoffman, a major donor to the Democratic Party.



Ms. Harris could draw on her tech ties to build new advisory teams, tech policy experts said.



"Biden had a close circle of advisers who had been with him for decades, none of whom had deep roots in tech," said Blair Levin, a former chief of staff for the Federal Communications Commission and an adviser for New Street Research. "Her advisers will come from sources, including California, that have tech backgrounds."



The work Ms. Harris has done so far as the White House A.I. czar reflects her moderation and willingness to listen to both sides, experts say.



In October, President Biden 
signed the A.I. executive order
 she led requiring companies to talk to the government about the most severe risks associated with their systems, alongside outlining steps for the federal government to adopt the technology.



"We have a moral, ethical and societal duty to make sure that A.I. is adopted and advanced in a way that protects the public from potential harm and ensures that everyone is able to enjoy its benefits," Ms. Harris said at the White House in October while announcing the order. (The Republican Party's platform calls for repealing that executive order because it "hinders A.I. innovation.")



Mr. Zients said in his emailed statement that the commitments by the companies to rigorously test their systems had been Ms. Harris's idea.



"I was meeting with the vice president in one of our weekly check-ins last year," he said. "The vice president said to me, 'Let's bring the C.E.O.s down here and let's get some commitments in place now while we work on our executive actions.'"



Those commitments were only part of the solution, Ms. Harris said in a speech in November.



"Let me be clear, these voluntary commitments are an initial step toward a safer A.I. future with more to come, because, as history has shown, in the absence of regulation and strong government oversight, some technology companies choose to prioritize profit over the well-being of their customers, the safety of our communities and the stability of our democracies," she said.



Dr. Nelson, the former White House official, said that Ms. Harris was curious about the technology industry and wanted to see what tech companies could produce. But the vice president also believes, Dr. Nelson said, that companies should be held to account for whether their work provided benefits to Americans.



"I would describe her philosophy of technology as not inherently cautious," Dr. Nelson said. "What does this mean for a regular working class family's life? That's always the litmus test."
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 making it work



Seeing Workplace Misery, Burnout Coaches Offer Company



As chronic work stress climbs, entrepreneurs find opportunity in the burgeoning space of burnout coaching.




When burnout looms, workers can call in a coach like Rhia Batchelder who left a high-powered legal career to become a burnout coach. The field is growing as more Americans seek support for chronic stress.




By Martha C. White


Jul 09, 2024


"Making It Work" is a series is about small-business owners striving to endure hard times.



When Karen Schiro, a real estate agent in Fairfax Station, Va., realized last year that she was suffering from burnout, she reached out to a burnout coach, Ellyn Schinke, based in Tacoma, Wash. "I knew that I was burned out and I just didn't know how to fix it," she said.



Over six months of weekly video calls, Ms. Schiro, 45, learned how to pare down her overloaded to-do lists. Making changes like adding a line to her email signature saying that she does not respond to messages sent after 6 p.m. seemed like "stupid stuff," she said, but it took an outsider's perspective to pinpoint these adjustments.



"When you're burned out, it's hard to think of those things and implement them," Ms. Schiro said.



Even before the Covid-19 pandemic disrupted how and where people work, the World Health Organization recognized burnout. In 2019, it defined the hallmarks of this type of chronic workplace stress as exhaustion, cynicism and ineffectuality -- all attributes that make it tough for people to bounce back on their own, said Michael P. Leiter, a professor emeritus at Acadia University in Nova Scotia who studies burnout.



"It's hard, at that point, to pull yourself up by your bootstraps," he said. "It's really helpful to have a secondary point of view or some emotional support."



Enter the burnout coach.



Operating in a gray area between psychotherapy and career coaching, and without formal credentialing and oversight, "burnout coach" can be an easy buzzword to advertise. Basically anybody can hang out a shingle.



As a result, more people are marketing themselves as burnout coaches in recent years, said Chris Bittinger, a clinical assistant professor of leadership and project management at Purdue University who studies burnout. "There's no barrier to entry," he said.



Turning a profit is another matter. When Rhia Batchelder, a Denver resident, started a career as a burnout coach in 2021, she lived off her savings at first, supplementing her income with freelance legal work and dog-walking gigs as she honed her sales and marketing skills.



"Coaching in general is a very unregulated industry," she said. "I spent probably hundreds of hours researching burnout."



This lack of oversight makes it difficult to say how many burnout coaches there are, but researchers who study burnout such as Mr. Leiter say a pressure-cooker corporate culture, a shortage of mental health care resources and the disruption of the pandemic have created a critical mass of burned-out workers searching for ways to cope.




"When I would tell people I was a burnout coach 10 years ago, I had to explain it," said Kim Hires, an Atlanta-based burnout coach. "Now I don't have to explain it."




Kim Hires, a burnout coach based in Atlanta, said few people knew what she did when she started her business a decade ago. "Now, I don't have to explain it," she said.



But burnout coaches struggle from a lack of credentialing. Some earn certifications via organizations like the International Coaching Federation, a large nonprofit coaching association. But unlike a life coach, an executive coach or a wellness coach, a burnout coach has no specific certification.



They say they must cobble together certifications and continuing education in topics like stress management and sleep health -- which even advocates acknowledge can make the practice sound like a gimmick.



Educational institutions, however, are responding to the growing interest.



Terrence E. Maltbia, the director of the Columbia Coaching Certification Program at Columbia University, said the university was adding the topic of burnout to its continuing education curriculum, after its biennial survey of coaching program alumni and executives found that interest in burnout skyrocketed between 2018 and 2022, an increase he characterized as unprecedented.



"The market is driving it because people need to work, and work is more stressful," he said.



The latest annual 
survey
 by the American Psychological Association found that 77 percent of workers experienced work-related stress within the past month. Often, help managing that stress is hard to come by: More than half of the U.S. population 
lives
 in an area with inadequate access to mental health care, according to the Health Resources and Services Administration.



Brett Linzer, an internist and pediatrician in Oconomowoc, Wis., said some people prefer talking to a burnout coach because stigma remains around mental health.



"There's a cultural narrative that doctors need to figure out things for themselves and can't rely on other people," Dr. Linzer said. Talking to a burnout coach made him more empathetic and a better communicator, he said, and helped him cope after the deaths of two friends and colleagues.



Personal experience also plays a role in many burnout coaches' pitches. Ms. Batchelder, the Denver coach, left a career in corporate litigation that left her disengaged and exhausted.



"I started researching burnout to help myself," Ms. Batchelder, 33, said. Learning stress-management tools such as breathing exercises, establishing boundaries and setting routines gave her insight to help clients.




Ms. Batchelder said her move from lawyer to burnout coach "was about finding a career that was more aligned for me." 




These coaches said they don't replace therapists but instead provide a different kind of support.  Some clients said they appreciated how a burnout coach could relate to their workplace challenges.



"She could understand what I was going through," said Tara Howell, a communications manager for a Baltimore nonprofit who began working with Ms. Batchelder while also seeing a therapist.



"My sessions with Rhia were a lot more practical," Ms. Howell, 28, said. "I'd considered working with career coaches, but it didn't seem right for what I wanted."



While some employers might pay for sessions with a burnout coach under the umbrella of professional development, most coaches and clients report that people pay out of pocket for coaching -- which can cost $250 or more for a 45- or 60-minute one-on-one session, with packages of sessions running into the thousands of dollars.



Interest in burnout coaches comes amid shifting views on workplace wellness. William Fleming, a fellow at Oxford University's Wellbeing Research Center, found that many employer-provided wellness services, like sleep apps and mindfulness seminars, largely 
don't live up to claims
 of improving mental health.



"Those interventions -- not only are many of them not working, but they're backfiring," said Kandi Wiens, the co-director of the medical education master's degree program at the University of Pennsylvania and a burnout researcher.



Mr. Fleming said these initiatives were ineffective because they focus on the individual rather than issues like overwork or lack of resources that lead to burnout. "You're trying to mitigate symptoms of the problem without getting to the root causes," he said.



Burnout coaches themselves acknowledge that they are not a panacea. "There's definitely a limit to what coaching can do," Ms. Batchelder said. "There's so many institutional stressors."
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Caught in the CrowdStrike Outage? Here's How to Get Compensated.



Air travelers paying for last-minute lodging and other expenses are entitled to be reimbursed if their flight was impacted by an event in the airline's control, like the CrowdStrike failure. Here's how to get your money back.




Among the businesses and government agencies hamstrung by a failed software update last week were several major airline carriers, which had to delay or cancel thousands of flights as they patched critical computer systems. 




By Christine Chung


Jul 23, 2024


The 
global software outage
 last week caused thousands of travelers flying in the United States and internationally to have their flights delayed, canceled or both. In the days that followed, some airlines were trying to reboot critical computer systems affected by the outage, with many of their passengers still stranded at airports.



During a travel meltdown, it may seem nearly impossible for air travelers to find 
immediate help
. Gate agents are swamped, customer service phone lines have hourslong hold times, and seemingly confusing or incomplete instructions online only add to the headaches.



Passengers who foot the bill for last-minute lodging and other expenses are entitled to reimbursement if their flights were impacted by an event in the airlines' control, like the CrowdStrike outage. Here's how to get your money back.



If they caused the disruption, airlines owe passengers assistance



It is the airline's fault when a situation under their control -- issues with crew, maintenance, baggage and fuel, or software outages -- leads to a delay or cancellation. Weather and air traffic control issues do not count. On Friday, the Transportation Department 
noted
 that this I.T. outage fell under the control of the airlines.



What 
passengers will get from airlines
 depends on how long they were forced to wait, but it could include transport to and from hotels and the costs of accommodation.



Know what you are owed, and ask for it



Strategize your ask. Gate agents may not always know the airline's commitments or the Transportation Department policies. Usually, airlines prefer to take care of the details, distributing vouchers or directly booking hotel rooms. But during the CrowdStrike fallout, they initially did not believe they were required to provide assistance and later, seemingly, remained unaware of their obligations in some instances or were too overwhelmed by the numbers.



That meant many travelers had to take matters into their own hands to find transport, accommodation and meals, but they are eligible for reimbursement. However, how much will vary by airline and travelers won't necessarily know before submitting receipts.



Reimbursement can generally be requested through an online form -- hold onto your receipts!



Some airlines have online forms for reimbursement requests, while others will require you to contact customer service to start the process. Below are the online reimbursement or customer-services sites for some of the main U.S.-based airlines affected by the outages:



If your flight was canceled and you decided not to rebook, you can get a refund



Don't expect this to be seamless or automatic. Airlines generally have online forms where you can request refunds; you'll need all of your trip details for this. You can get a refund to your original form of payment; you do not need to accept flight credits or a travel voucher. In addition, you can contact the airline's customer service team for more help and to check on the status of your claim.



Check the fine print of your credit card agreement or travel insurance policy



If you purchased travel insurance, the policy could cover certain types of trip interruptions, including select air travel issues -- and your credit card agreement might also, though it may have a requirement that the affected flight was booked using it.



Here, too, remember to save your receipts and any other documentation, and brace yourself for a possibly lengthy process.



Consider lodging a complaint with the Transportation Department



On Tuesday, Transportation Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg said
 the agency had opened an investigation into Delta's response to the outage, after receiving numerous passenger complaints about the carrier. If you have a complaint yourself, you can submit it 
here
.



That form can be used for concerns or comments related to other airlines as well, but not for security or safety issues. The Transportation Department investigates complaints, though they advise passengers to contact airlines first.



Follow New York Times Travel 
on 
Instagram
 and 
sign up for our weekly Travel Dispatch newsletter
 to get expert tips on traveling smarter and inspiration for your next vacation. Dreaming up a future getaway or just armchair traveling? Check out our 
52 Places to Go in 2024
.
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Looking From Space, Researchers Find Pollution Spiking Near E-Commerce Hubs



Research showed truck-related releases of nitrogen dioxide, which can cause asthma, concentrated around some 150,000 warehouses nationwide.




An Amazon center in Eastvale, Calif. As online shopping has soared, more giant warehouses have sprung up nationwide.




By Hiroko Tabuchi


Jul 24, 2024


They are mammoth warehouses large enough to fit football fields inside them, handling many of the more than 20 billion packages Americans send and receive each year.



But for people who live around them, the round-the-clock semitrailer traffic at these giant hubs significantly worsens air pollution, according to 
a new NASA-funded study
 that tracked pollutants from space.



The research, led by scientists at George Washington University, is the first of its kind; it used satellite technology to measure a harmful traffic-related pollutant called nitrogen dioxide, zooming in on nearly 150,000 large warehouses across the United States. They found that nitrogen dioxide, which can lead to asthma and other health problems, jumped 20 percent on average near the warehouses. At the busiest facilities the increase was higher.



"The average warehouse built since about 2010 looks a lot different than the warehouses that were built prior to that, with lot more loading docks, a lot more parking spaces," said Gaige Kerr, the lead author of the study and an assistant research professor of environmental and occupational health at the Milken Institute School of Public Health of George Washington University.



"They're also increasingly being built in dense clusters next to other warehouses, and attract a lot more traffic, specially heavy-duty vehicles. And that's very bad when it comes to pollution."



The research underscores how logistics hubs have fast become a significant contributor to pollution as American heavy industry, a traditional source of pollution, has receded over the past decades and as the power sector has cleaned up its power plants.



Facilities like these have increasingly attracted regulatory and legal attention.



In one early case in 2011, Kamala Harris, then California's attorney general, 
challenged
 a proposed million-square-foot warehouse complex in Southern California, saying communities around it were disproportionally affected by diesel exhaust.



That legal challenge resulted in a settlement in which developers of the warehouse agreed to reroute traffic, conduct air quality monitoring, plant trees and bushes to buffer against air pollution and install air filters in nearby homes. 



E-commerce has only grown since the California case. That growth accelerated particularly during the Covid pandemic, prompting a new round of warehouse construction.



The researchers, who looked at traffic information from the Federal Highway Administration and demographic data from the Census Bureau, also found that communities with large racial and ethnic minority populations were often located near warehouses and inhaled more nitrogen dioxide and other pollutants.



They found, for example, that the proportion of Hispanic and Asian people living close to the largest clusters of warehouses in the study was about 2.5 times the nationwide average.



The study also found that a fifth of all of the warehouses were concentrated in just 10 counties, including Los Angeles County, Calif.; Harris County, Texas; and Miami-Dade County, Fla.



The researchers said that nitrogen dioxide was only one of many pollutants that people who lived near e-commerce hubs were exposed to. Nitrogen dioxide is relatively easier to study from space than some others, Dr. Kerr said. "But in the future would be great to understand other pollutants that are relevant for health, like particulate matter or black carbon."



California 
has moved to regulate
 pollution from warehouse hubs, adopting a rule in 2021 that would force facilities to clean up their emissions. The rule, affecting about 3,000 of the largest warehouses in the state, requires operators to slash emissions of nitrogen oxides and other harmful pollutants from the trucks that serve the sites, or take other measures to improve air quality.
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Guest Essay



Hillary Clinton: How Kamala Harris Can Win and Make History








By Hillary Rodham Clinton


Jul 23, 2024


History has its eye on us. President Biden's decision to end his campaign was as pure an act of patriotism as I have seen in my lifetime. It should also be a call to action to the rest of us to continue his fight for the soul of our nation. The next 15 weeks will be like nothing this country has ever experienced politically, but have no doubt: This is a race Democrats can and must win.



Mr. Biden has done a hard and rare thing. Serving as president was a lifelong dream. And when he finally got there, he was exceptionally good at it. To give that up, to accept that finishing the job meant passing the baton, took real moral clarity. The country mattered more. As one who shared that dream and has had to make peace with letting it go, I know this wasn't easy. But it was the right thing to do.



Elections are about the future. That's why I am excited about Vice President Kamala Harris. She represents a fresh start for American politics. She can offer a hopeful, unifying vision. She is talented, experienced and ready to be president. And I know she can defeat Donald Trump.



There is now an even sharper, clearer choice in this election. On one side is a convicted criminal who cares only about himself and is trying to turn back the clock on our rights and our country. On the other is a savvy 
former prosecutor
 and successful vice president who embodies our faith that America's best days are still ahead. It's old grievances versus new solutions.



Ms. Harris's record and character will be distorted and disparaged by a flood of disinformation and the kind of ugly prejudice we're already hearing from MAGA mouthpieces. She and the campaign will have to cut through the noise, and all of us as voters must be thoughtful about what we read, believe and share.



I know a thing or two about how hard it can be for strong women candidates to fight through the sexism and double standards of American politics. I've been called a witch, a "nasty woman" and much worse. I was even burned in effigy. As a candidate, I sometimes shied away from talking about making history. I wasn't sure voters were ready for that. And I wasn't running to break a barrier; I was running because I thought I was the most qualified to do the job. While it still pains me that I couldn't break that highest, hardest glass ceiling, I'm proud that my two presidential campaigns made it seem normal to have a woman at the top of the ticket.



Ms. Harris will face unique additional challenges as the first Black and South Asian woman to be at the top of a major party's ticket. That's real, but we shouldn't be afraid. It is a trap to believe that progress is impossible. After all, I won the national popular vote by nearly three million in 2016, and it's not so long ago that Americans overwhelmingly elected our first Black president. As we saw in the 2022 midterms, abortion bans and attacks on democracy are galvanizing women voters like never before. With Ms. Harris at the top of the ticket leading the way, this movement may become an unstoppable wave.



Time is short to organize the campaign on her behalf, but the Labour Party in Britain and a broad left-wing coalition in France recently won big victories with even less time. Ms. Harris will have to reach out to voters who have been skeptical of Democrats and mobilize young voters who need convincing. But she can run on a strong record and ambitious plans to further reduce costs for families, enact common-sense gun safety laws and restore and protect our rights and freedoms.



She has a great story to tell about the accomplishments of this administration. Mr. Biden and Ms. Harris led America's comeback after Mr. Trump bungled the pandemic and left our economy in free fall. Under their leadership, the United States has created more than 15 million jobs, and unemployment is near a 50-year low.



When inflation spiked around the globe, many economists said the only way to tame it would be a painful recession with major job losses. But Mr. Biden and Ms. Harris kept Americans working as inflation fell back toward normal levels and real incomes for working people rose.



When many thought bipartisanship was dead, Mr. Biden and Ms. Harris brought Republicans and Democrats together to pass major legislation on infrastructure and clean energy, microchips and national security. From drug prices to student debt, they've delivered results that have made our country stronger and people's lives better.



Ms. Harris is chronically underestimated, as are so many women in politics, but she is well prepared for this moment. As a prosecutor and attorney general in California, she took on drug traffickers, polluters and predatory lenders. As a U.S. senator, she rigorously questioned squirming Trump administration officials and nominees and was inspiring to watch. As vice president, Ms. Harris has sat with the president in the Situation Room, helping make the hardest decisions a leader can make. And when the extremist Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, she became the administration's most passionate and effective advocate for restoring women's reproductive rights.



I look forward to hearing her prosecute a compelling case against Mr. Trump, who failed as a president the first time and is running on a dangerous agenda. A second Trump term would be much worse than the first. Mr. Trump's plans are more extreme, he is more unhinged, and the guardrails that constrained some of his worst instincts are gone.



Ms. Harris can explain to the American people that inflation would surge again under Mr. Trump, thanks to his proposed across-the-board tariffs, sweeping tax cuts for the rich and mass deportations. The policies outlined by Mr. Trump's allies in Project 2025, from further restricting abortion rights to dismantling the Department of Education, are a recipe for a weaker, poorer, more divided America.



The vice president's law enforcement experience gives her the credibility to rebut Mr. Trump's lies about crime and immigration. The facts are on her side: After spiking under Mr. Trump, the murder rate is plummeting under the Biden-Harris administration. Illegal border crossings are also dropping fast and are now the lowest they've been since 2020, thanks in part to Mr. Biden's recent executive order. We'd be making even more progress if Mr. Trump hadn't killed a bipartisan immigration compromise in Congress this year for his own selfish political purposes.



As a friend and supporter of Mr. Biden, I find this a bittersweet moment. He is a wise and decent man who served our country well. We have lost our standard-bearer, and we will miss his steady leadership, deep empathy and fighting spirit. Yet we have gained much as well: a new champion, an invigorated campaign and a renewed sense of purpose.



The time for hand-wringing is over. Now it's time to organize, mobilize and win.



Hillary Rodham Clinton was the Democratic nominee for president in 2016 and is a former U.S. secretary of state and senator from New York.
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Guest Essay



The Secret Service Has Failed Americans Since the Trump Shooting








By Gerald Posner and Mark S. Zaid


Jul 23, 2024


Those of us who have studied modern assassinations, including those of President John F. Kennedy and the civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr., hoped the government had learned a lesson from its dismal public responses.



The government's repeated failure to address what it knew quickly fed suspicions that the silence itself was evidence of a conspiracy. The federal government sealed files for decades and refused to disclose information -- often to protect the reputation of agencies and their officials -- which only added fuel to conspiracy theories.



In the wake of the attempted assassination of Donald Trump, we are seeing that happen again.



Until this week there had not been a single news conference by the Secret Service or the Department of Homeland Security, no release of files that might show the preparations for securing vulnerable locations from which an assassin might strike, not even a formal news release from the officials facing criticism for unmistakable miscues caught on video by those at the rally.



Neither the public nor Congress learned much more when Kimberly Cheatle, the director of the Secret Service at the time of the shooting, appeared before a congressional committee on Monday. Ms. Cheatle 
acknowledged
 that the shooting at the Trump rally ranked as the agency's "most significant operational failure" in decades. But there was outrage from both Democrats and Republicans at her repeated 
refusal to answer
 specific questions about the security failures that contributed to it.



The silence looked particularly bad given news 
reports
, initially denied by the government, that top Secret Service officials over a two-year span rejected repeated requests for more agents and magnetometers at Mr. Trump's large public events, as well as declined to provide extra snipers for outdoor venues.



Ms. Cheatle, who resigned on Tuesday, told Congress, "The assets that were requested for that day were given." Still, suspicions were allowed to fester that Mr. Trump's protection service was deliberately lax.



In this age of social media, it took only minutes after the assassination attempt before conspiracy speculation appeared online. America's polarized partisans embraced equally implausible plots. Mr. Trump's most rabid fans put the blame on the so-called deep state, while those who considered the former president a threat to democracy dismissed it as a 
fake event
. Platforms such as X and Telegram were 
deluged with posts
 about the attempt being "
staged
" or an "inside job."



The theories were not simply the province of the fringes of the internet. Elon Musk responded to a question on X -- "How was a sniper with a full rifle kit allowed to bear crawl onto the closest roof to a presidential nominee"? -- by 
saying
, "Extreme incompetence or it was deliberate." That post was viewed 92 million times. Representative Mike Collins, Republican of Georgia, 
said
 on the night of the shooting that President Biden "sent the orders." The far-right Representative Marjorie Taylor Greene, also a Georgia Republican, posted on X, "This reeks of something a lot more sinister and bigger." A political adviser to a Democratic megadonor, the LinkedIn founder Reid Hoffman, sent an email the same night to some journalists 
wondering
 if the shooting was "staged so Trump could get the photos and benefit from the backlash." The adviser, Dmitri Mehlhorn, later apologized.



The reach of these conspiracy theories is indeed vast. The Times 
reported
 that 24 hours after the assassination attempt, social media posts asserting that Mr. Biden and his allies had engineered the attack "had been viewed and shared millions of times."



No one expects instant answers; that would provoke as much skepticism as a long delay. But the public has become accustomed to officials holding regular news conferences in the aftermath of tragedies and disasters. The public will tolerate "We are not sure yet" or "that is still under investigation" if other facts are revealed as the investigators uncover them.



Conspiracy theorists fill the void or challenge established facts with their own versions of the truth. Once a falsehood gets repeated enough, it is hard to reverse it. In the early days following the Kennedy assassination, it was often said that the greatest marksmen in the world tried and failed to repeat what the government said Lee Harvey Oswald had done -- fire three shots at a moving target in a very short amount of time. But it turned out that Mr. Oswald had plenty of time to get the shots off, and what he did has been replicated numerous times. Still, I wish I had a dollar for every person who has said to me, "I heard the world's best snipers couldn't do what they said Oswald did."



We saw following the Kennedy and King murders that many people had difficulty accepting that a single troubled, otherwise inconsequential person could change history. A conspiracy theory did that very nicely. If President Kennedy was killed because a secret cabal had to stop him from withdrawing from Vietnam, or because he wanted to upend the Central Intelligence Agency, it gave some meaning to his death. It is not as if he died for no reason at the hands of a single unbalanced assassin.



It was similar with Dr. King: James Earl Ray, a 40-year-old small-time criminal, killing him on his own. Putting a large conspiracy behind Dr. King's murder seemed to give odd comfort to some people.



The House is 
expected
 on Wednesday to approve a bipartisan task force to investigate the attempted assassination, to be led by Republicans. Seven Republicans and six Democrats would sit on the panel. That is encouraging.



We think a better approach would be a Sept. 11-style commission, with broad subpoena power, free of far-right and far-left political appointees. Will its eventual report extinguish conspiracy speculation about what happened in the Trump shooting? Probably not. President Kennedy's assassination is still a hotly contested topic more than six decades later.



Without such an independent inquiry and report, however, history will be left to  unqualified social media influencers and malicious actors, whether governments or individuals, who intentionally spread disinformation for their own purposes. That is a surefire recipe for ensuring the country stays divided forever about what happened.



Gerald Posner is the author of books about the assassinations of President John F. Kennedy ("Case Closed") and Martin Luther King Jr. ("Killing the Dream
"
). Mark Zaid is a lawyer specializing in cases involving national security who has represented Secret Service agents spanning the administrations of President Eisenhower to President Biden, including those in the Kennedy detail on the day President Kennedy was shot.
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Gail Collins



In Memory of My Husband, Dan








By Gail Collins


Jul 25, 2024


My husband, Dan Collins, died this month. It was because of Covid and pneumonia. By the time he passed, Dan had been sedated for a while, and there's a small controversy between me and my sisters over what was said the last time he and I actually exchanged words. It was either "I love you" or Dan's claim that he was the one who ordered cans of salmon and vegetable for our dog.



Either one seems good. One of the great joys of a long marriage is how the personal and pragmatic moosh together.



We married in 1970, when we were living in Amherst, graduate students studying government at the University of Massachusetts. Dan, who had been drafted right out of college, always said that he'd signed up for the program because it would mean an early release from a deeply boring job processing forms for the Army.



My conservative parents were thrilled when I was home for vacation and received a picture of my new boyfriend in uniform and carrying a rifle, taken while he was finishing up some final piece of duty. They became less euphoric when they read his inscription: "Pfc. Daniel Collins awaits the next infringement of his civil liberties."



We lived together for a couple of years, and I agreed to become "Gail Collins" while we were still single because our postal worker refused to deliver mail to a man and woman at the same address with different names.



Dan got a reporting job at The Evening Sentinel, a paper in Ansonia, Conn. He proposed when I told him I was not following him to the Lower Naugatuck Valley unless we were married.



We both eventually got hired by United Press International in New York. Dan's specialty was big police stories. (Mine was making fun of politicians.) Back when Rudy Giuliani was a famous crime fighter, Dan negotiated with him about writing an authorized biography. It was exciting -- until Rudy decided he wanted to run for mayor. Dan found the political Giuliani a much less attractive co-worker and dropped out of that project fast. But he eventually revisited the subject with "Grand Illusion," a book he wrote with Wayne Barrett about Giuliani's disastrous handling of Sept. 11.



Wayne was a legend in New York journalism for his incredible reporting and his, um, independent spirit. Dan was intent on getting equal control of their product. Eventually, Wayne's wife, Fran, would call me every day and say something like "My client feels there should be a lot more emphasis on lack of preparedness at the Office of Emergency Management."



"Well, my client feels that part's gone on long enough," I'd reply. Then we'd negotiate and report our decision to the two parties, who pretty much always abided by the outcome. I guess fighting with your co-author was less attractive when it spilled over to dinnertime at home.



Dan went on to other jobs -- I think his favorite was senior producer at CBSNews.com. He didn't love the internet, but he really enjoyed shepherding all the younger, relatively inexperienced reporters through their paces.



He was my editor, too -- the at-home one who read all my columns before I turned them in, frequently pointing out places where the language could be a little better, the examples a little livelier. If I tried to slide past another revision to make dinner or watch TV, he'd cheerfully stop me and say, "Your work is our Job 1." It became a kind of mantra.



We both wrote books. We even did one together back in 1990, a preview of the year 2000 called "The Millennium Book." It wasn't very deep, but we did enjoy getting friends to come up with lists like "The Top 10 Tunes of the Millennium" (ranging from "Ave Maria" to "Oh! Susanna") and recommendations for a millennial wine cellar.



Dan, as his friends all knew, was deeply into wine. It wasn't the sort of thing you might have anticipated for a guy from a working-class neighborhood in Boston, and early in our marriage we pretty much stuck to varieties of Blue Nun. But then we went on our first trip to Europe and our first trip to a serious restaurant, where the waiter suggested a couple of glasses of cabernet. Totally knocked our socks off, and Dan embarked on a hobby that would last the rest of his life.



He was a great party host, and even after we'd passed our -- oh, Lord -- 50th wedding anniversary, I always had a fine time with him. Dan loved going to restaurants, going to parties, going to a downtown hotel with great views of the river, where we'd spend a weekend admiring the Brooklyn Bridge. He liked the theater, too, but as many New Yorkers know, the seats in most Broadway houses are totally unsuited for patrons more than six feet tall.



Dan came down with respiratory problems this spring, and he seemed to be recovering just fine until we both caught Covid. It felt like a bad cold on my end, but Dan woke up one night unable to breathe at all. We went to the closest hospital's intensive care unit, and he never recovered.



I visited, of course, all the time. On what turned out to be his last night, I found myself propelled back late in the evening. "Got a chance to say 'I love you' again," I whispered. Kissed his forehead and went home.
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Charles M. Blow



Democrats, All of Them, Must Protect Harris








By Charles M. Blow


Jul 25, 2024


Donald Trump has openly said that if he wins in November and returns to office, he won't be a dictator, "
except for Day 1
." Kevin Roberts, the president of the Heritage Foundation, the right-wing think tank that organized the potentially country-altering Project 2025, has 
said
, "We are in the process of the second American Revolution, which will remain bloodless if the left allows it to be." And on Monday at a rally for JD Vance, the Republican vice-presidential nominee, an Ohio state senator named George Lang 
said
, "I'm afraid if we lose this one, it's going to take a civil war to save the country, and it will be saved."



Into this storm, Vice President Kamala Harris has been drafted as the new best hope for the Democratic Party and perhaps for democracy as we've known it; indeed, President Biden's replacement this late in the 2024 campaign could have been only she.



After Biden's disconcerting debate performance in June, I, like many others, 
was concerned
 that the debate over changing the top of the ticket would be a pretext for Democratic insiders to swing open the door to multiple alternative candidates; that they were operating under a delusion and didn't understand the stubborn math of the Democratic coalition.



Fortunately, Democrats appear to have avoided another intraparty skirmish. Exhausted by weeks of infighting over Biden's withdrawal, they've quickly coalesced around Harris, who has 
collected
 enough delegate support to make her their presumptive nominee.



Democrats appear to have embraced the reality that Black voters, traditionally the most unshakable voting bloc in their party's fold, will be crucial to their chances of victory. As I 
wrote
 last week, Republicans have been making a concerted, and at times effective effort to peel away Black votes. And recent national polling suggests that Trump still has a slight edge in the race overall. But by selecting Harris -- the first Black, Asian American and female vice president -- Democrats are giving themselves the best chance to counter the Republican effort; skipping over her would have been politically catastrophic.



So here's the Democratic Party's next test: protecting Harris from the vile onslaught coming her way.



In just the past few days, we've already seen attacks on Harris that go far beyond the political and into the personal: Social media is swirling with smears about Harris's past relationships. Tim Burchett, a Republican congressman from Tennessee, called her a "
D.E.I. vice president
," a snide reference to diversity, equity and inclusion that carries the unmistakable implication that a woman of color can't possibly be qualified to hold the second-highest office in the land.



They demonstrate that some in MAGA world won't be content to beat Harris in November -- they'll try to destroy her.



Harris will, in this campaign, have to parry not only the sexism that was directed at Hillary Clinton, but also the racism that was directed at Barack Obama. As the Democratic strategist James Carville said to me about what Harris will almost certainly continue to face, "Racism is the periodontal disease of America." He added, "It's just with us and not going to go away, but it can be overcome."



The Louisiana civil rights activist Gary Chambers Jr. thinks that Trump's attacks on Harris could be so egregious that they end up working in her favor. "He's going to do way too much," Chambers said, "and Black women ain't going to tolerate it."



And Black women, the most loyal constituency in the Democratic base, have already begun to rally to Harris's defense.



For years, they've had to watch as prominent Black women like Ketanji Brown Jackson and Claudine Gay came under attack in the anti-woke, anti-D.E.I. frenzy that engulfed the country largely as a backlash against the Black Lives Matter movement.



With Harris's candidacy, Black women have an opportunity to lift up a prominent Black woman, and they have seized the initiative.



On Sunday, 
over 40,000 Black women
 gathered on a video call organized by Win With Black Women to prepare to defend Harris. Not to be outdone, the next night, 
over 50,000 Black men
 joined a video call with the same mission. Each night over a million dollars was raised.



As Chokwe Lumumba, the mayor of Jackson, Miss., likes to say about the power and potential of people of color: "We have to be the cavalry that we've been waiting on."



But in the case of Harris, that cavalry, that line of defense, has to be a political force far broader than the Black community because her candidacy, a contest against a man who tried to overturn the results of the last presidential election, represents nothing less than the preservation of our constitutional order. Democrats -- elected officials, campaign strategists, donors and voters -- have entered a binding you-broke-it-you-bought-it pact with Harris: They must recognize that she's on a "glass cliff," a situation in which a woman is elevated to the top only in a time of crisis. And all Democrats must recognize that by pushing Biden out of the race, they're now responsible for Harris's success.



Trading Biden for Harris is too big of a gamble to be allowed to fail.
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Donald Trump and Greg Abbott vs. Migrants


Jul 24, 2024



For Gov. Greg Abbott of Texas focusing on the border, and the legal wrangling over his border enforcement program, have already brought major political gains.




To the Editor:



Re "
Bus After Bus, Texas Changed U.S. Migration
" (front page, July 24):



Texas did indeed have to bear the brunt of immigrants crossing its border from Mexico, and the rest of the nation might have stepped up to share the Lone Star State's burden had Gov. Greg Abbott of Texas played the role of statesman rather than partisan gamesman.



He could have called a meeting of the nation's governors and mayors, even sat down with the White House and Congress, to propose the orderly, organized sharing of the costs and administration of an unprecedented immigrant crisis. Instead, he grandstanded by depositing often desperate people in the middle of Northern cities, most of them carefully chosen for being in the hands of Democrats.



For this, Mr. Abbott gained what he sought: headlines and cheers. But in doing so, he squandered his honor. And in the long run, he'll be recalled in infamy.



James M. Banner, Jr.
Washington



To the Editor:



Re "
Large-Scale Deportation and What It Would Take
" (news article, July 18):



Former President Donald Trump's pledge, if he is re-elected, to immediately launch "the largest domestic deportation in American history" by first rounding up millions of people and putting them in detention camps was prominent among the rallying cries at the Republican convention last week.



This raises a number of critical questions. Will undocumented immigrants from Canada and many European countries, including Ireland, Italy and Poland, be in these roundups? Or will the roundups be focused exclusively on people from Latin America, Africa and Asia?



The outcome of the presidential election is still uncertain. But all people potentially facing the dire threat of deportation should strongly consider asking their voting friends, family members and employers to appreciate their situation before casting their ballots.



John McGettrick
Northville, N.Y.



To the Editor:



What about the cost of deporting millions of undocumented immigrants? The police force, the detention camps and the justice system? Well, we may not need a justice system; nobody is going to get justice. Will we increase taxes, cut other programs or just explode the deficit?



Worst idea yet, from the worst president in American history.



Allen L. Wenger
Boise, Idaho



Give 'Unpromising' Students a Chance








To the Editor:



Re "
I Left High School and Then Found My Way
," by Rachel Louise Snyder (Opinion guest essay, July 7):



As a professional who spends his days supporting young people whom society has labeled as "unpromising" (or worse), I read this essay with great interest and concern.



While in many ways education in this country has progressed in recent years, we continue to marginalize children whose personality type, family circumstances or medical condition preclude them from thriving in academically focused settings.



Ms. Snyder is a wonderful example of a young person whose talents were just waiting for someone to boldly recognize and take a chance on, but there are so many others out there who are not so fortunate.



I hope that educators will take note of this article and recognize that those children who are failing in the name of "rigor" and "academic excellence" are in fact in desperate need of someone to believe in them.



For the sake of our society, it is the responsibility of all of us to identify "unpromising" young people in our lives. With just a little bit of thought and courage, we can give them the chances that they need to succeed.



Yaakov Mintz
Brooklyn
The writer is an educational advocate at Work at It, a nonprofit.



Happily Ever After: The Allure of Romance Novels




The genre's guaranteed H.E.A. -- happily ever after -- is a plus.




To the Editor:



Re "
Romance Finds Its Own Time and Place in New Bookstores
" (front page, July 7):



About a year ago, a large bookstore opened on the Upper East Side of Manhattan to long lines and eager customers. I fought my way to the very back of the store where the romance section -- only a few bookcases -- was secreted.



The placement of this section felt like a judgment on the worth of this literature. As a romance writer and reader, I was incensed and complained to the manager. He shrugged his shoulders. Who cares about romance?, he seemed to be saying.



Thank you, Alexandra Alter, for bringing romance literature into the light! The good news that romance-only bookstores are proliferating is a boon to the soul. Romance is the only genre where a reader can rely on a happy ending.



In a world filled to overflowing with dystopian movies, novels, video games and even dark nonfiction, romances supply a much-needed safety valve for women, men and young adults.



Romance bookstores like The Ripped Bodice in Brooklyn offer much more than a place to buy books. They offer community to women and men looking for peace in a difficult world.



Nola Saint James
New York
The writer is the author of "Anarchy at Almacks: A Story of Love at First Sight," a Regency romance.



For a Longer Life








To the Editor:



Re "
The Key to Longevity Is Boring
," by Brad Stulberg (Opinion guest essay, July 14):



Mr. Stulberg writes, "
Research
 
has long shown
 that health and longevity come down to five fundamental lifestyle behaviors: exercising regularly, eating a nutritious diet, eschewing cigarettes, limiting alcohol consumption and nurturing meaningful relationships."



But there is another important one: getting enough sleep! Copious research studies have shown that getting enough sleep (
seven or more hours for most adults
), and on a regular schedule, is an important predictor of cognition, health and longevity, and that lack of sleep increases risk for neurodegenerative disorders.



Yet unlike other lifestyle behaviors, sleep is often not mentioned or discussed as part of routine clinical care. This is one area where recent trends are perhaps encouraging, although there is not yet good evidence that sleep trackers and supplements really improve most people's sleep.



For sleep, too, it turns out that the key is boring: Practice good "sleep hygiene"; keep a regular schedule; keep your bedroom cool, dark and quiet; and spend some time winding down before you go to bed.



Sweet dreams.



Brigitta Gundersen
New York
The writer is a neuroscientist.



Scaffolding in New York




A sidewalk shed wraps around the bottom of the Flatiron Building.




To the Editor:



Re "
Making Scaffolding Artful
" (New York Today newsletter, nytimes.com, July 15):



New York City currently has about 9,000 active sidewalk sheds spanning 300 miles. This scaffolding has become a long-term fixture, compromising our city's aesthetics and safety -- obstructing sidewalks, covering landmarked buildings and attracting trash.



Over time, many of the structures become safety risks themselves. While the initiative to adorn these sheds with art is commendable and will alleviate some eyesores, it is merely a Band-Aid, not a solution to the larger problem.



The city should have one entity to coordinate reforms to the hodgepodge of scaffolding throughout the city. That entity should monitor the length of time the scaffolds stay up, impose fines on those who do not comply with the law, and generally work toward eradicating the scaffolding, not adorning it with art.



The problem won't be fixed overnight, but we can start by 
implementing reforms
.



Betsy Gotbaum
New York
The writer is the executive director of Citizens Union and a former New York City public advocate.
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Ukraine Presses China to Help Seek End to War With Russia



A visit by the foreign minister of Ukraine to Guangzhou this week signals Kyiv's desire to involve Beijing in peace talks that China has thus far largely snubbed.




In a photo released by Chinese state media, Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba, left, of Ukraine shakes hands with his Chinese counterpart, Wang Yi, before talks in Guangzhou, China, on Wednesday.




By Alexandra Stevenson and Constant Meheut


Jul 24, 2024


Ukraine's top diplomat met with China's foreign minister on Wednesday in talks that signaled Kyiv's increased willingness to pursue a diplomatic solution to the war with Russia and to have China play a more central role in the effort.



"I am convinced that a just peace in Ukraine is in China's strategic interests," Dmytro Kuleba said in a 
statement
 after a meeting with Wang Yi, the Chinese official, in the southern Chinese city of Guangzhou. "China's role as a global force for peace is important."



Mr. Kuleba made clear that Ukraine attached conditions to such negotiations, saying it would only engage Russia when Moscow was "ready to negotiate in good faith." He added: "No such readiness is currently observed on the Russian side."



Mr. Kuleba is visiting China for the first time since Russia's invasion of Ukraine in February 2022. His trip comes as Ukraine is slowly losing ground in the war and faces growing uncertainty about the level of support it will have from the West. Moscow and Kyiv briefly held peace talks in the spring of 2022 but they quickly 
broke down
 over critical issues.



For China, hosting Mr. Kuleba reflects the country's ambition to play a bigger role in global security challenges as a counterweight to the United States. It also serves to rebut Western criticism of Beijing's close alignment with Russia.



Mr. Wang said China was committed to finding a political solution to the crisis, adding that while the timing was not yet right, Moscow and Kyiv had "sent signals of their willingness to negotiate to varying degrees," according to a readout from China's Foreign Ministry.



Dmitri S. Peskov, the Kremlin spokesman, told reporters Mr. Kuleba's reported openness to negotiations with Russia was "in unison with our position" and added that Russia has never refused talks. 



Ukrainian and Western officials reject the idea that Russia is open to good-faith peace talks. They describe the Kremlin's frequent messages about negotiations as a propaganda ruse designed to obfuscate the Kremlin's determination to force Ukraine to capitulate.



President Vladimir V. Putin's cease-fire conditions -- that Ukraine gives up four frontline regions that Russia partly controls, and that Kyiv pledges to never join the NATO military alliance -- are a nonstarter for Ukraine, leaving little to no room for negotiations. Ukraine, for its part, wants to regain full control of its territory and to join NATO, which is anathema to Moscow.




President Volodymyr Zelensky at a peace summit in Switzerland last month. Attempts by China to mediate between Moscow and Kyiv in June were quickly dismissed by leaders in Europe.




China's previous attempt to mediate between Russia and Ukraine, with a 12-point plan it put forward in 2023, was 
quickly dismissed
 by European leaders. Beijing had since eschewed a public role in the war, declining to participate in a Ukrainian-held peace summit in Switzerland last month because Russia was not invited.



The summit eventually failed to rally support from regional powers such as India and Saudi Arabia. Ukraine's president, Volodymyr Zelensky, recently said Ukraine aimed to hold a second peace summit later this year, ahead of the U.S. presidential election in November, and that Russia should participate.



Beijing now may be calculating that the time is right to step in, partly based on a belief that Ukraine may be more realistic about how the war might end, said Yun Sun, the director of the China program at the Stimson Center, a foreign affairs think tank in Washington.



"The Chinese wanted to play the role of a peacemaker and they weren't able to before because the timing was not mature, in that Ukraine still believed that it could prevail in winning the war on its own terms," Ms. Sun said. 



In Kyiv, there has been a growing understanding that peace talks without China's participation "will not be meaningful," said Natasha Butyrska, an expert on Ukrainian-Asian relations at the Kyiv-based New Europe Center, a foreign policy think tank.



"China is a country that can push Russia to engage in peace talks," Ms. Butyrska said, adding that Mr. Kuleba's visit partly aimed to secure Beijing's participation in the second peace summit.



Ukraine wants to speed up peace talks partly because of the prospect of a Trump victory in the U.S. presidential election this autumn, she said. Mr. Trump's vow to end the war quickly has raised fears in Kyiv that he would push for a peace deal that would allow Russia to keep the territory it occupies today and leave it in a position to attack Ukraine again.



The Ukrainian army is also on the back foot along a frontline stretching more than 600 miles, as Russian troops creep forward and capture towns. Although the vast majority of the population is adamantly opposed to Russia's maximalist peace terms, there has been growing acceptance of the need for peace talks.



China is in a unique position to mediate because its top leader, Xi Jinping, has a good relationship with Mr. Putin. The two have met dozens of times as presidents of their countries. Beijing also has economic leverage over Moscow, said Alexander Gabuev, the director of the Carnegie Russia Eurasia Center, a research group.



"In theory they can use that leverage to push Russia," Mr. Gabuev said.



Zixu Wang
 and 
Anton Troianovski
 contributed reporting.
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Harris's Indian Heritage Is Deeply Felt if Little Advertised



Many Indian Americans see Kamala Harris as another example of the diaspora's success and influence.




Vice President Kamala Harris with Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India at the White House last year. At a luncheon, Ms. Harris spoke of her personal connection to India.




By Anupreeta Das


Jul 24, 2024


To most who saw the quotation being circulated this week 
as a meme
, it was just something funny that Kamala Harris said in a speech in 2023: "You think you just fell out of a coconut tree?"



But for many Indians and Indian Americans, the line, which Ms. Harris attributed to her mother, is layered with extra meaning. Tamil Nadu, the South Indian state where her mother's family is from, is one of India's largest growers of coconut palms. It's also the kind of thing an Indian parent might say.



Ms. Harris, the vice president and Democratic candidate for president, neither advertises nor shies away from her Indian heritage. She slips in references to it. She also deploys it strategically.



Last year, Ms. Harris spoke of her deep personal connection to India at a luncheon in Washington for Narendra Modi, the Indian prime minister, whom the United States has been courting. Her introduction to the concepts of equality, freedom and democracy came from her Indian grandfather, Ms. Harris 
said
, with whom she went on long walks during her visits to Chennai.



"It is these lessons I learned at a very young age that first inspired my interest in public service," she said.




This January 1970 photo provided by the Harris campaign shows Kamala, left, with her sister, Maya, and their mother, Shyamala Gopalan, outside their apartment in Berkeley, Calif.




Ms. Harris grew up in California, the daughter of an 
Indian mother and Jamaican father
, and she identifies as Black and South Asian.



In India, her sudden elevation to likely presidential nominee after President Biden's exit from the race has added to a general sense of pride in the country's rise in global stature. But Indian news coverage has not focused much on her Indian heritage. While Ms. Harris maintains family ties in Tamil Nadu and has talked about her visits every other year to India as a child, she has not made any official trips to India as vice president, and before that had not visited since 2009.



Her candidacy resonates more in the Indian American community, even if Ms. Harris is seen as identifying more as Black than as Indian. Many Indian Americans see Ms. Harris as another example of the diaspora's success and influence, 
including in politics
, with growing numbers of Indian American lawmakers and candidates at the highest levels. (The five members of the House with Indian roots sometimes use the nickname "samosa caucus.")



When Mr. Biden chose Ms. Harris as his running mate in 2020, "there was something other than pride," said Shoba Viswanathan, who oversees civic engagement for Indiaspora, a nonprofit. "She normalizes us in a way; she is a visible representation of Indians in public service."



If she wins the White House, Ms. Harris seems unlikely to vastly reshape American ties to India. She does not share the same personal relationship with Mr. Modi that he was widely seen to have with her opponent in the presidential race, Donald J. Trump. But she would be likely to continue the Biden administration's broad effort to bring India closer as a counterweight to China, foreign policy experts said.



Domestically, her expected nomination would be unlikely to significantly alter the voting pattern of Indian Americans, who already overwhelmingly lean Democratic, said Sanjoy Chakravorty, an author of a 2016 book on the rise of Indian Americans.



"Indian Americans are one of the most consistent Democratic voters of any ethnic group," said Mr. Chakravorty, a professor at Temple University. "Will they be proud of Kamala Harris? For sure. Will they look to Trump with fear? For sure. Will they vote for the Democratic Party? Guaranteed."



While many Indian Americans support Mr. Modi, a conservative Hindu nationalist, as a driver of India's ascent, they are more politically liberal in the American context. Many of them worry about gun violence and immigration policy as well as racist or religious attacks, and they tend to view the Democratic Party as better on those issues, Mr. Chakravorty said.



Ms. Harris's campaign could benefit financially from Indian Americans, who represent a little over 1 percent of the U.S. population but are among the wealthiest and most influential diaspora communities. In 2020, the community 
poured millions
 of dollars into the Biden Victory Fund, galvanized by Ms. Harris's selection as Mr. Biden's vice-presidential pick.




A poster in Tamil in Ms. Harris's ancestral village, Thulasendrapuram, in the South Indian state of Tamil Nadu.




In India, much of the focus on Ms. Harris's candidacy has been about where she might take American foreign policy. If she is elected, it could do a lot to ease India's longstanding suspicions of U.S. intentions in the region, said Gautam Mukunda, a research fellow at the Harvard Kennedy School's Center for Public Leadership.



The idea that "if the Americans are willing to put an Indian American in the White House, they can't be that bad" could bring the countries closer and alter a relationship that has been more transactional and less about shared values, Mr. Mukunda said.



Mr. Modi, a consummate politician with a flair for showmanship who is determined to transform India into a superpower, did not hesitate to advertise his relationship with Mr. Trump when he was in the White House.



In 2020, Mr. Modi 
laid out a grand welcome
 for Mr. Trump's presidential visit to India, arranging for a massive crowd to greet him. The previous year, the two leaders shared the stage at an 
event in Texas
 called "Howdy, Modi!" Thousands of Indian Americans had gathered to cheer Mr. Modi's election win that year.




Mr. Modi and President Donald J. Trump at the "Howdy, Modi!" event in Houston in 2019.




Ms. Harris and Mr. Modi have displayed no such chemistry. In 2019, Ms. Harris supported an Indian American House member, Pramila Jayapal, Democrat of Washington, when Ms. Jayapal urged the Indian government to restore phone lines and internet connections in the disputed territory of Kashmir after Mr. Modi abruptly revoked its special status.



The resolution angered the Modi government. India's external affairs minister, Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, refused to attend a meeting with the House Foreign Affairs Committee because Ms. Jayapal would be present.



If she wins in November, Ms. Harris will face a delicate task in navigating the relationship with Mr. Modi, said Shubhajit Roy, the diplomatic editor of the newspaper The Indian Express.



She will have to balance "India's record on human rights, her thinking on which has been pretty pronounced, and its growing role as a regional and aspirational power that provides an important counterweight to the common China threat," Mr. Roy said. So far, American leaders have tilted much more toward wooing Mr. Modi, remaining largely silent as he has demonized India's 200 million Muslims.



For now, though, Ms. Harris is focused on her presidential campaign. Her supporters, including Indian Americans, have taken up a social media chant: "In Sanskrit, Kamala means 'lotus.' In America, it means POTUS" -- president of the United States.



They have also embraced the "coconut tree" quote, which Ms. Harris used while speaking at an event in May 2023. In making the point that people don't exist in silos, she borrowed an idiom from her mother, Shyamala Gopalan, who was a breast-cancer researcher and died in 2009 at age 71.



"My mother used to -- she would give us a hard time sometimes, and she would say to us, 'I don't know what's wrong with you young people. You think you just fell out of a coconut tree?'" She added, "You exist in the context of all in which you live and what came before you."



Initially used by Republicans to mock and exoticize her, the line has since become a rallying cry for supporters of Ms. Harris, who have 
gleefully embraced
 coconut memes, coconut emojis and pina coladas.



To Mr. Mukunda, the Harvard research fellow, the memes show a growing acceptance of diversity by many Americans that goes beyond the color of a person's skin to include cultural references and idioms.



Coconuts have played another role in Ms. Harris's life. When she was running for California attorney general, Ms. Harris asked an aunt who lived in 
Chennai to break coconuts
 at a Hindu temple for luck. Coconuts are considered auspicious in Hinduism and are regularly offered to the gods at religious ceremonies.



Suhasini Raj
 contributed reporting.
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Salt Lake City Awarded 2034 Winter Olympics After Doping Case Intrudes



The Utah capital's victory was ratified only after Olympic officials won the right to pull the Games if the U.S. authorities undermined the World Anti-Doping Agency.




Members of the Salt Lake City 2034 delegation after Wednesday's vote in Paris. 




By Jere Longman and Tariq Panja


Jul 24, 2024


Salt Lake City, where a 
brazen bribery scandal
 before the 2002 Winter Olympics helped change the way host cities are chosen, was given a second chance on Wednesday when it was named the site of the 2034 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games.



But its victory came only after a dramatic decision to revise the host-city contract that Salt Lake City and Utah officials had signed. That change would allow the International Olympic Committee to pull the Games if any effort were made to undermine the authority of the World Anti-Doping Agency, the global regulator of doping in sports.



The sudden adjustment came after several Olympic committee officials, while praising Salt Lake City's bid before the vote in Paris, expressed anger at efforts by the U.S. authorities to investigate the actions of doping and swimming officials in the case of two dozen elite Chinese swimmers who tested positive for a banned substance before the Tokyo Olympics in 2021.



Those positive tests, revealed by 
a New York Times investigation
 this year, have raised questions about WADA's ability and willingness to police doping in international sports. But it is the federal investigations into the case in the United States, which have already led to at least one subpoena, that have rattled top sports and doping officials.



John Coates, the I.O.C.'s top legal official, said that the organization had altered the signed hosting agreement to grant it the right to "terminate Olympic host city contracts in cases where the supreme authority of the World Anti-Doping Agency in the fight against doping is not fully respected or if the application of the world antidoping code is hindered or undermined."



Salt Lake City officials confirmed that they had agreed to the changes and signed a revised agreement.



Travis Tygart, the head of the United States Anti-Doping Agency and one of WADA's fiercest critics, criticized the doping agency again on Wednesday but also castigated the I.O.C. for applying pressure on the Salt Lake City bid over what he said were "basic unanswered questions" in the Chinese swimming case.



"It is shocking to see the I.O.C. itself stooping to threats in an apparent effort to silence those seeking answers to what are now known as facts," he said.



Gene Sykes, chairman of the board of the United States Olympic and Paralympic Committee, said the change in the Salt Lake City bid contract was not meant to undermine the ongoing federal investigations into the Chinese swimming case, the U.S. Anti-Doping Agency or an 
American doping
 law that can subject conspirators to criminal penalties at international sports competitions that involve athletes from the United States.



"I think everyone is committed to making WADA as strong as possible, no one more so than the U.S.O.P.C.," Mr. Sykes said Wednesday in an interview. "We believe that all of what's happened over the past several months is a constructive step toward making WADA stronger."



A range of investigative action being taken in the United States has deeply bothered WADA. The F.B.I. and Justice Department have opened up a criminal investigation into how the Chinese positive tests were handled, and agents working on that investigation tried to question a top swimming official when he was in the United States last month for the U.S. Olympic trials. 



In response, WADA officials have moved a meeting scheduled to be held in the United States later this year to Canada, ensuring that its officials cannot be questioned by the American authorities. Along with the criminal investigation, Congress -- which contributes a major portion of WADA's budget -- has at least two committees investigating the Chinese positives and has threatened to withhold financing if it does not receive answers to its questions.



Gov. Spencer J. Cox of Utah told I.O.C. members before Wednesday's vote that he would "work with the levers of power," including in Congress, to "alleviate your concerns."



Before he spoke, a succession of I.O.C. officials took turns criticizing the United States for its actions in investigating sports doping outside the globally accepted system WADA runs.



WADA's president, Witold Banka, declined an invitation this year to attend a Congressional committee hearing that sought to find answers to how the Chinese swimmers were able to bypass regular antidoping rules. The committee made a point of leaving his seat empty.



Much has changed since Salt Lake City hosted the 2002 Winter Games, which are primarily remembered for 
corruption
 in the bidding process and a 
scandal
 in the figure skating competition.



Two decades later, Salt Lake officials were able to convince the International Olympic Committee that they 
deserved another opportunity with a preliminary budget of about $4 billion
. Two factors also eased its path: All of the permanent sports venues already exist from the 2002 Games, and there is widespread public support in Utah for a return.



Earlier Wednesday, a bid by the French regions of Auvergne-Rhone-Alpes and Provence-Alpes-Cote d'Azur was provisionally chosen for the 2030 Winter Games, provided the hosts would fulfill certain conditions and requirements. Those Games will be centered on ski resorts in the French Alps and the southern city of Nice.



France's president, Emmanuel Macron, pledged his government's support to clear any remaining financial and logistical hurdles. "We will be there," he said, "and respect our commitments."




The Salt Lake City skyline in 2002. The 2034 Games will benefit from facilities built back then.




Dismantled is the sordid Olympic bidding process, which predated Salt Lake City's earlier effort, in which large numbers of I.O.C. delegates visited potential host cities, often with their hands out, and were granted with financial and other favors in what amounted to revolving vote-buying schemes that preceded each Winter and Summer Games.



The bidding process 
no longer includes long lines of I.O.C. members arriving in competing cities
 like Olympic trick-or-treaters. Instead, the I.O.C. holds regular discussions with interested cities as candidates are winnowed. And then a so-called Future Games Commission, comprising roughly a dozen members, visits the preferred city or region and makes a recommendation to the I.O.C. executive board.



Individual delegates still vote on the host city but essentially only to affirm a recommendation by the executive board. 



Salt Lake City will have a decade to prepare for its Games, and officials have acknowledged that one of their main tasks will be to sustain public support. The continuing impact of 
climate change
 also will have to be taken into account.



Among the I.O.C.'s concerns in amending its bidding rules were sustainable sporting venues and a reduction in the number of cities required to spend millions of dollars on their bids, even if they had little or no chance of winning.



Corruption has not been eliminated from the Olympic bid process, either. As of December 2023, two years after the Summer Games were held in Tokyo in 2021, 
bid-rigging trials
 were still taking place in Japan involving companies that organize, promote and market sporting events. Officials from the companies have been charged with violating antimonopoly laws.



But there has rarely been an Olympic scandal as extensive as the one that emerged from Salt Lake City's bid to host the 2002 Winter Olympics. Ten I.O.C. members eventually resigned or were expelled, and another 10 received warnings for their willing acceptance of more than $1 million in cash payments, scholarships, free medical care and gifts as diverse as doorknobs and free trips to the Super Bowl. The revelations remain one of the most embarrassing chapters in the history of the modern Games.



Once the 2002 Games began, they were overshadowed by a scandal in pairs figure skating that caused the 6.0 scoring system to be abolished in favor of a more complicated mathematical system that awarded points for each jump and spin.



Fraser Bullock, the chief executive of the 2034 Salt Lake City bid, who was brought in to help clean up the bidding scandal before the 2002 Games, said on Wednesday that a second chance to host the Winter Olympics was "another chance to validate that Utah is a fantastic place to host the Games."
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200,000 Children and Vulnerable Adults Abused in New Zealand, Report Finds



The head of a six-year investigation into mistreatment in orphanages, mental health institutions and elsewhere said it found an "unthinkable national catastrophe" unfolding over decades.




A crowd gathered at Parliament in Wellington, New Zealand, for the release of an inquiry's report into the abuse of children and vulnerable adults in state- and faith-based institutions over decades. 




By Pete McKenzie


Jul 24, 2024


More than 200,000 people are estimated to have been abused by state and religious organizations in New Zealand that had been entrusted with their care, according to the final report from a landmark independent inquiry released on Wednesday.



The abuse included sexual assault, electric shocks, chemical restraints, medical experimentation, sterilization, starvation and beatings, said the report from the Royal Commission of Inquiry Into Abuse in Care. Many of the victims were children who had been removed from their families and placed in state, religious or foster care.



"For some people this meant years or even decades of frequent abuse and neglect," the report said. "For some it was a lifetime; for others it led to an unmarked grave."



In a statement accompanying the release, Coral Shaw, the inquiry's chair, described the abuse as an "unthinkable national catastrophe."



The results of the investigation were presented to New Zealand's Parliament on Wednesday.



"I cannot take away your pain, but I can tell you this: Today you are heard and you are believed," Prime Minister Christopher Luxon told survivors at a news conference. "The state was supposed to care for you, to protect you, but instead it subjected you to unimaginable physical, emotional, mental and sexual abuse."



Mr. Luxon said New Zealand's government would formally apologize to survivors in November and he committed to implementing a redress process. He did not answer questions on Wednesday about how much he expected it would cost to compensate victims, but the inquiry indicated that the total could reach billions of dollars.



The inquiry, established in 2018 by the New Zealand government, involved interviewing nearly 2,500 survivors as it examined orphanages, foster care systems, mental health facilities and other forms of care that were charged with supporting 655,000 people from 1950 through 2019. The inquiry's leaders described it as the widest-ranging examination of its kind in the world.



The report noted that most children in care were Indigenous Maori, even though the group makes up a minority of the country's overall population of five million people, and said that "Maori were often targeted because of their ethnicity."



Beyond the 200,000 people estimated to have been abused, the report said countless others had suffered neglect. "The true number will never be fully known as records of the most vulnerable people in Aotearoa New Zealand were never created or were lost and, in some cases, destroyed," the report said, referring to the country in Maori and English.



The inquiry found that even when abuses by government and religious leaders were discovered, the leaders "were rarely held to account for their actions or inactions, which emboldened them to perpetrate further abuse."



Among the inquiry's 138 recommendations were calls for public apologies from the pope, the archbishop of Canterbury, and New Zealand's police commissioner and its top civil servant. It also urged the government to overhaul the country's no-fault accident compensation program to provide tailored support for survivors of abuse.



The report prompted New Zealand's Catholic, Methodist and Anglican churches to promise change. "We will ensure that action follows our review of the inquiry's findings," Steve Lowe, president of the New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference, said in a statement. "We owe it to survivors," the Anglican Church said in another statement.



The report follows decades of complaints from survivors. "Survivors repeatedly called for justice but were unheard, disbelieved, and ignored," according to the report. "Significant resources have been used to deny survivors their voice and to defend the indefensible. This must stop."
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Protesters Denounce Netanyahu's Speech to Congress and Some Clash With Police



Thousands of peaceful protesters gathered west of the Capitol, and smaller breakoff groups clashed with the police nearby and outside Union Station. Fifteen people were arrested, the Capitol Police said. 




Pro-Palestinian demonstrators outside the Capitol on Wednesday before Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel was to address Congress.




By Maya C. Miller, Robert Jimison and Luke Broadwater


Jul 24, 2024


Thousands of protesters from across the United States flooded the streets around a battened-down U.S. Capitol before, during and after a speech by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel to a joint meeting of Congress on Wednesday afternoon.



The elevated security around the Capitol echoed preparations for a presidential inauguration or the days following the Jan. 6 attack on the building in 2021. Starting Tuesday night, the Capitol Police erected a tall chain-link fence around the Capitol building and set up barricades on the broad avenues surrounding it. 



The Capitol Police also called in reinforcements from at least six other law enforcement agencies. Officers from the Baltimore Police, the New York City Police and Department of Homeland Security joined local D.C. police offers at the rally scene. Amtrak police and U.S. Park Police were at the nearby Union Station.



While the main protest site, west of the Capitol near the National Gallery of Art,  was peaceful through the afternoon, smaller breakoff groups clashed with the police near the Capitol and outside Union Station, where they burned an effigy of Mr. Netanyahu and set fire to an American flag. 



The Capitol Police and Washington Metropolitan Police made arrests across the city: eight near Union Station; five on the National Mall, after they crossed a police line a few blocks west of the Capitol; and six who protested inside the House galleries, according to the Capitol Police.



Hours before Mr. Netanyahu was scheduled to take the podium inside the House chamber, demonstrators rallied around a stage in the main protest area, near the east wing of the National Gallery of Art. Waving Palestinian flags and 
wearing kaffiyehs
 to symbolize their allegiance with Gazans, the protesters carried banners calling for a halt to American aid for Israel and an end to the war. Several signs called Mr. Netanyahu a war criminal. 



The protest, organized primarily by the umbrella group Act Now to Stop War and End Racism, or Answer, was planned a month ago by a coalition of Jewish, Muslim, feminist and antiwar groups. Organizers accused the Biden administration of failing to draw red lines on Israel's conduct of the war in Gaza.



"We are the red line!" the organizers told those in the crowd, some of whom had come long distances. 



"We don't believe that Netanyahu should be here addressing our Congress," said Emerson Wolfe, who drove 11 hours from Grand Rapids, Mich., to take part in the protest. "I believe that our Congress should end U.S. aid to Israel and should end the siege on Gaza," she said. 



Gus Mamlouk of New Jersey, who drove five hours to be on the National Mall, held up signs bearing the faces and names of children killed in Gaza."We are here protesting against war, against inviting a war criminal to the U.S. Capitol to speak," he said.



One of the speakers on a central stage, Claudia De La Cruz, who is running for president with an American communist party, singled out Vice President Kamala Harris, who is under new scrutiny since becoming the presumptive Democratic nominee for president. 



"We're not going to give her a pass because she's Black and she's a woman," she said, before leading the group in chants of "Free, free Palestine!"



A number of activist groups, including Jewish Voice for Peace and Code Pink, both of which are part of the coalition that organized the rally, have maintained a regular presence on Capitol Hill since the war in Gaza began after the Oct. 7 Hamas-led attack on Israel. 



Rally attendees marched in the street as Mr. Netanyahu's speech neared, forming a sea of green, red and black as they waved Palestinian flags and signs above their heads amid chants and drumbeats.



Groups of demonstrators blocked various roads around the Capitol, some hoping to stall the prime minister's motorcade on its way to the building. They were unsuccessful. 



Just before the speech began, officers sprayed several people with mace when they refused to back away from a police line just a block west of the Capitol. 



A group of about 50 congressional workers, organized as Congressional Staff for a Ceasefire Now, walked out to 
join the thousands of protesters in the street
 during the speech.



One organizer with the group, who identified himself only as Ishmael and a Palestinian American, listed its demands in a statement: "Stop funding this war against civilians. Send meals, not missiles. Secure the release of Israeli hostages and arbitrarily detained Palestinians. And use the leverage the American people have paid for to establish a lasting cease-fire that will bring an end to this brutal war."



The staff members, wearing business suits and dresses, unfurled a banner with the phrase, "Staff say kick the war criminal out of our Capitol!"



After the speech was over, protesters burned an effigy of Mr. Netanyahu outside Union Station and set fire to an American flag that was torn down from a nearby flagpole when the crowd hoisted three Palestinian flags. 



At a separate protest at the Capitol, organized by UnXeptable, a group of Israelis living abroad who say they are concerned about the future of Israel's democracy, protesters carried banners that read "Netanyahu Non Grata" and waved Israeli flags. T'ruah, a human rights group made up of rabbis, also attended.



"We began this morning in prayer but we're NOT LEAVING," the group wrote in a 
post on social media
 that showed an image of its members carrying a banner calling for an end to the war. "We're staying here to protest Prime Minister Netanyahu."



Minho Kim
, 
Aishvarya Kavi
, 
Ephrat Livni
 and 
Eric Lee
 contributed reporting.
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Hepatitis A and Other Diseases Surge Among Gaza's Displaced, U.N. Says



More than 100,000 people are suspected to have contracted hepatitis A, while polio, a disease that has been eradicated in much of the world, is now present there, according to the World Health Organization.




Children walking near stagnant wastewater on their way to a food distribution point in Deir al Balah, in central Gaza, last week.




By Adam Sella and Matthew Mpoke Bigg


Jul 24, 2024


Sally Thabet, 40, said she had done all she could to protect her three daughters from illness after they fled their home in Gaza City, taking refuge in the town of Deir al Balah. But living in a former minimart, sharing a toilet with 20 others and washing dishes with dirty seawater, no amount of hand sanitizer could help.



One by one her girls fell sick with what doctors diagnosed as hepatitis A, a viral liver infection that is transmitted through person-to-person contact or contaminated food or water, and can spread quickly in unsanitary conditions.



"Amoon was the first to be diagnosed two months ago," she said last week, adding that the 10-year-old girl developed a stomachache, stopped eating, started vomiting and looked pale. "I couldn't see how yellowish she was because it is very dark inside the store." Her other two children, Kenzy 15, and Kandi, 11, followed soon after.



More than 100,000 people in Gaza have contracted acute jaundice syndrome, or suspected hepatitis A, since the war between Hamas and Israel began on Oct. 7, the World Health Organization said last week.



It is just one disease that has spread rapidly in Gaza as most of the territory's 2.2 million people have fled their homes, forced to live in squalid, crowded camps and makeshift shelters, while basic needs like clean water, sewage treatment, trash collection, soap and fuel for cooking have grown scarce.



There are also nearly one million cases of acute respiratory infections, half a million cases of diarrhea and 100,000 cases of lice and scabies, the W.H.O. said. On Friday, the agency's chief, Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
said that even polio
, a disease that has been eradicated in much of the world, was present in Gaza. A variant of poliovirus has turned up there in six samples of water or wastewater, he said, meaning that some people there are infected, though no symptomatic cases have been reported.



Dr. Hanan Balkhy, the W.H.O. director for the eastern Mediterranean region, told members of the news media: "In the Gaza Strip, where garbage and sewage fill the streets, cases of acute respiratory infections, diarrheal illnesses, acute jaundice syndrome and skin infections are surging. The situation is indeed dire."



People with hepatitis A usually recover fully within weeks or a few months, but some become seriously ill and a small number die. (It is unrelated to the more serious and long-lasting hepatitis B and C, which spread through blood contact.)



In the developed world, diarrheal illnesses and diseases like hepatitis A are relatively rare, and often not very serious. But in chaotic and crowded places with poor sanitation and malnutrition, they become much more common and dangerous. Since the war began, aid workers have warned of the threat of more serious epidemics in Gaza like cholera, which can quickly lead to mass mortality, but so far those have not materialized.



The disease spread in Gaza has coincided with Israeli airstrikes and ground combat in and around hospitals and clinics, damaging nearly all of them and forcing many to close. The large number of people treated for war injuries -- almost 90,000, Gaza's health ministry says -- and the surge in illness have overwhelmed Gaza's diminished medical system.



Dr. Balkhy said that more than 1,000 attacks on health care have been reported since Oct. 7. Israel's military says that Hamas has stationed fighters and military equipment in hospitals as well as beneath them to take advantage of the cover they provide, a charge that Hamas and hospital officials dispute.



The Israeli military has launched 
two operations
 at Gaza's largest hospital, Al-Shifa, fighting deadly battles with militants there. 
An investigation by The New York Times
 found evidence that Hamas had stored weapons in tunnels beneath the hospital but could not confirm the Israeli claim that it was a Hamas command and control center.



Before the war, Gaza's health care system was "reasonably well functional," said Dr. Rik Peeperkorn, the W.H.O.'s representative to Gaza and the West Bank. Now, fewer than half of its facilities remain even partly operational, he said, and its health care work force is severely depleted.



Israel has promoted the establishment of new field hospitals to expand medical infrastructure for civilians in Gaza, according to COGAT, the arm of the Israeli military that implements policy in the occupied West Bank and Gaza.
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Texas Woman Is Sentenced to 15 Years in $100 Million Fraud



Janet Yamanaka Mello, 57, stole over $100 million from a youth development grant program for children of military families, spending the money on a lavish lifestyle, prosecutors said.




Janet Yamanaka Mello and her husband purchased real estate valued at $23 million as well as at least 82 vehicles, according to prosecutors.




By Alexandra E. Petri


Jul 24, 2024


A Texas woman who stole over $100 million from a youth development grant program for children of military families and spent the money to fund a lavish lifestyle was sentenced on Tuesday to federal prison, the authorities said.



The defendant, Janet Yamanaka Mello, 57, pleaded guilty in March to five counts of mail fraud and five counts of filing a false tax return, according to a criminal court docket.



Judge Xavier Rodriguez of the Western District of Texas sentenced Ms. Mello on Tuesday to 180 months, or 15 years, in prison, 
according to the
 U.S. Attorney's Office for the Western District of Texas. 



According to federal prosecutors, Ms. Mello was a civilian employee for the U.S. Army and worked as a financial manager for a child and youth grant program at the Fort Sam Houston Base in San Antonio. Part of her job was to determine whether funding was available for various organizations that applied to the grant program, called the 4-H Military Partnership Grant.



Around the end of 2016 through at least August 2023, Ms. Mello formed a fraudulent business called Child Health and Youth Lifelong Development, which she used to steal Army funds by 
falsely claiming
 it provided services to military members and their families, prosecutors said. In some cases, Ms. Mello forged her supervisor's digital signature on the paperwork, they said.



Ms. Mello used her "experience, expert knowledge of the grant program, and accumulated trust," to swindle her colleagues, prosecutors said.



Once she received a grant check, Ms. Mello deposited it into her bank account and spent the money on "high-end jewelry, clothing, vehicles and real estate," Justin R. Simmons, the assistant U.S. attorney, wrote in the government's sentencing memorandum, requesting a nearly 20-year prison sentence.



Ms. Mello and her husband purchased real estate in Texas, Colorado and Maryland, valued at $23 million, prosecutors said. The couple also purchased a fleet of at least 82 vehicles, including cars, SUVs, motorcycles and a motor home. According to prosecutors, Ms. Mello spent more than $923,000 shopping for jewelry in a single day.



Ms. Mello filled out 49 applications in six years, stealing nearly $109 million, according to prosecutors. She also lied on her income taxes in 2017, 2019, 2020, 2021 and 2022, resulting in a tax loss of over $31 million, they said.



"Rather than $109 million in federal funds going to the care of military children throughout the world, she selfishly stole that money to buy extravagant houses, more than 80 vehicles and over 1,500 pieces of jewelry," said U.S. Attorney Jaime Esparza for the Western District of Texas in a news release.



Lucy Tan, the acting special agent in charge of the I.R.S. Criminal Investigation's Houston field office, said that Ms. Mello's "penchant for extravagance is what brought her down."



"As we uncovered the details, the criminal scheme grew, the dollar amount grew, and the reach of her spending grew," Ms. Tan said. "Financial crimes have victims, and this one took opportunities away from the children and families of our military men and women."



Kirsten Noyes
 contributed research.
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On Economic Policy, Harris Has Played Limited Role



President Biden has not given his vice president an expansive economic portfolio. But she has engaged on issues of small-business lending, help for parents and more.




Vice President Kamala Harris's economic policy views will be critical in an election where economic issues, including inflation, rank as the top concern for voters.




By Jim Tankersley, Jeanna Smialek and Ana Swanson


Jul 24, 2024


Shortly after the Biden administration took office in 2021, Vice President Kamala Harris started calling the chief executives of large banks, including JPMorgan Chase and Bank of America.



The federal government was making hundreds of billions of dollars available for banks to lend to small businesses to keep them afloat during the pandemic recession. Ms. Harris told the executives they needed to be lending more, faster, particularly to minority-owned businesses that data suggested were struggling to gain access to the money.



The calls represented one of the earliest and most visible forays Ms. Harris made in devising and carrying out the Biden administration's economic agenda, and illustrated the sort of economic policy niche that she has filled as vice president.



Current and former administration officials, progressive leaders outside the White House and allies of Ms. Harris roundly agree that the vice president, who is now the leading candidate to secure the Democratic presidential nomination, did not play a major role in the creation of the sweeping economic legislation that has defined President Biden's time in office.



Ms. Harris was rarely a loud voice in major economic debates, like the ones over how to counter soaring inflation in 2021 and 2022. She did sometimes attend economic briefings, but was not always a big contributor in them. One attendee recalled her coming to an economic briefing, but simply listening to the presentation while Mr. Biden asked questions.



Other officials say Ms. Harris largely focuses her questions for economists on how certain policies affect workers and families at a personal level -- a trait she shares with the president.



Mr. Biden has asked Ms. Harris to take on other issues central to his agenda, like protecting reproductive rights as well as tackling the root causes of a surge of migrants from Central America at the border. But unlike the role that Mr. Biden carved out for himself during his vice presidency, Ms. Harris has not been a key player in the administration's expansive economic portfolio.




Ms. Harris meeting with Joycee Johnson, a small-business owner, in 2022. Her areas of economic focus have included access to capital for small businesses and policies to help revitalize rural and urban communities.




Instead, the officials say, Ms. Harris has gravitated toward a few select economic issues, which have evolved over the last several years. She was an early champion of an expanded tax credit for parents, along with a suite of proposals for child care, paid leave and other so-called care economy policies that did not make it into the economic bills Mr. Biden signed into law because they could not attract enough Democratic support in the Senate.



Ms. Harris's areas of focus also included access to capital for small businesses and place-based policies to help revitalize rural and urban communities that have fared poorly in recent decades, even in times when the economy grew.



She has led the creation of a public-private group called the 
Economic Opportunity Coalition
, which seeks to drive tens of billions of dollars in investment capital to communities of color across the nation. Businesses participating in the effort include large financial firms like Capital One and Goldman Sachs, along with companies like Netflix and PayPal.



"She feels very strongly about entrepreneurship, small-business access to capital and particularly that businesses that may not have straightforward access to capital have methods to do that," said Bharat Ramamurti, a former deputy director of Mr. Biden's National Economic Council who worked with Ms. Harris on those issues.



People who have worked with Ms. Harris in the administration describe her as having been largely shoulder to shoulder with Mr. Biden on economic policy questions, with few notable dissents from his choices. Her record from the Senate and her short-lived presidential campaign in the 2020 cycle suggest a few areas where she is more liberal than Mr. Biden or otherwise differs from him on economic issues.



Ms. Harris earned an economics degree from Howard University, and her father is an emeritus economics professor at Stanford University. She has not clearly defined an economic policy philosophy as vice president -- but her economic policy views will be critical in an election where economic issues, including inflation, rank as the top concern for voters.




Ms. Harris at a summit in Jakarta, Indonesia, last year. She has traveled several times to Asia, where she discussed supply chain issues and took a more critical stance toward China.




Felicia Wong, the president of Roosevelt Forward, an advocacy affiliate group to a progressive think tank, said Ms. Harris was focused on economic opportunity and was "close to labor."



Some of Ms. Harris's core allies in the labor movement are concentrated among service workers, rather than the blue-collar unions that have formed the basis of Mr. Biden's support.



The vice president spoke at a convention held by the Service Employees International Union in May, highlighting the price cap on insulin and a higher minimum wage for federal contractors as Biden administration victories. Ms. Harris said the administration wanted to make sure that medical debt "cannot impact a person's ability to get a car loan, an apartment lease or a home loan," and explained its efforts to cancel student loan debt.



April Verrett, the union's president, said Ms. Harris's record as a champion for labor extended back to her time in California as attorney general. She has "shown up as a true ally and champion," Ms. Verrett said.



The S.E.I.U. 
endorsed Ms. Harris
 shortly after Mr. Biden dropped out of the race on Sunday, and it is among a group of labor unions sponsoring an ad highlighting Ms. Harris's record on paid family leave.



While Ms. Harris has less of a track record on more macroeconomic issues -- she is rarely asked about topics like inflation or the overall state of the job market -- in 2022 she 
pointed to corporate profit-taking
 among oil companies as a driver of price increases.



While many more progressive Democrats say corporate profits are a big reason for rapid inflation, more moderate economists argue that companies always want to raise prices and maximize profits. What has enabled companies to lift prices so rapidly since 2021 is a combination of strong consumer demand and limited supply.



The White House has begun to use the talking point, but at times reluctantly. Progressive groups pushed the Harris campaign this week to lean into the idea that corporate greed has pushed prices up.



"I do think she will be able to make a more nuanced argument about the drivers of inflation," Ms. Wong said.



Where Ms. Harris would land on some pressing issues is still not totally clear -- for instance trade, where her record suggests even more skepticism toward new free-trade deals than Mr. Biden has shown.



The Biden administration has been using tariffs to protect industries important to national security and other targeted priorities, and Ms. Harris herself worked on securing supply chains and on immigration-related issues as vice president.




Members of Unite Here, the nation's largest hospitality workers' labor union, during a speech by Ms. Harris last month. Some of the vice president's core allies in the labor movement are concentrated among service workers.




She traveled to Central America to promote manufacturing businesses there that would provide employment and try to stem the flow of migrants to the United States. Ms. Harris also traveled to Asia several times. There, she discussed supply chain issues, like the global shortage of semiconductors that occurred after the pandemic, and took a more critical stance toward China.



In the Senate and on the campaign trail, Ms. Harris positioned herself as slightly more progressive than Mr. Biden on trade-related issues. She 
said in 2019
 that she would not have voted for the North American Free Trade Agreement, for instance.



She was one of only 10 senators to oppose a renegotiated NAFTA, known as the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement, under President Donald J. Trump. Ms. Harris concluded that the deal fell short because it did not contain any measures to address climate change.



In general, people close to the White House said they did not expect Ms. Harris to break dramatically with the administration's approach to economic policy, though they thought she might shift the emphasis.



"I think she is personally much more passionate about the care side of the agenda," said Ernie Tedeschi, who is now the director of economics at the Yale Budget Lab and who was until this year the chief economist at the White House Council of Economic Advisers.



At least during her time in the Senate, Ms. Harris did not appear to subscribe to any particular economic philosophy, said Yasmin Nelson, who was Ms. Harris's policy adviser there.



"I don't think you'll see her referencing some bookish theory," said Ms. Nelson, who now works at Holland & Knight, a law and lobbying firm. "But at heart she's a capitalist with liberal views."



Andrew Duehren
 contributed reporting.
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Michael Kearney Jr., a community organizer from Charleston, S.C., admits that he isn't crazy about Kamala Harris's background as a prosecutor. But after President Biden dropped out of the presidential race and endorsed her as his replacement, Mr. Kearney set his misgivings aside -- and opened his wallet.



"I'm all the way in," declared Mr. Kearney, 41, who said he sent $20 to Ms. Harris's campaign this week. 



Nathan Gaines, a 43-year-old barber and Army veteran from Milwaukee, said he had been leaning toward voting for Donald J. Trump -- he calls the former president "Big T" -- despite having supported Democrats in every election since Barack Obama became president.



But the prospect of Harris at the top of the ticket was making him rethink that switch. Mr. Gaines now says he is open to at least considering her. "If Kamala steps up, that would change history," he said. "I'd give her a shot."



Black voters propelled Mr. Biden's candidacy in 2020. And many 
remained loyal
 to him even after his dismal debate performance last month. But, like other Americans, their doubts about his ability to lead the party's ticket were growing before he bowed out of the race on Sunday.




Michael Kearney Jr., a community organizer from Charleston, S.C., said of Kamala Harris's campaign, "I'm all the way in."




As Ms. Harris emerges as the likely Democratic nominee, many Black voters are looking at their choice in November with fresh enthusiasm, seeing it as an opportunity to sweep aside longstanding historical barriers and elect a Black candidate as president for the third time in 16 years. But in interviews around the country, their newfound enthusiasm is being tempered by new worries, too.



Many Black voters voiced concerns about what sorts of voters Ms. Harris might drive away in a political climate that feels more polarized than ever. Others stressed that their support for Ms. Harris was not a given, and that she would have to earn their votes. And though she has been vice president for the last three and a half years, some said she was still unknown in many ways and would need to present herself more fully to the country.



Support for Democrats by Black voters has been essentially consistent since the civil rights era. In 2020, Mr. Biden won support from 
92 percent of Black voters
. But recent polls showed Mr. Biden struggling to maintain that. In national surveys, about 15 percent of Black voters say they support Mr. Trump, an increase since 2020. (According to the 
2020 census
, Black people account for 14.2 percent of the U.S. population.)



Mr. Gaines, the Milwaukee resident, said he was not sure that Ms. Harris would succeed at winning his vote. He is leaving his mind open until October. 



"She's got to show some strength," he said. "I don't want to put my energy into someone who's going to forget about me after the election."



Mr. Kearney, the Charleston resident, said his biggest worry was not really about Ms. Harris. "My fears or any concerns I have are not about her ability to campaign," he said, adding, "not about her ability to raise money, not about her ability to handle Donald Trump in a debate."



"My concerns," he said, "are with white people." Will enough of them, he wondered, get behind a Black woman, whom he views as qualified and competent?




"I think that some of the negative press she gets from her time as attorney general gets overstated," said Antoine Marshall, 37, an attorney from Raleigh, N.C.




Some Americans would certainly see Ms. Harris -- the first nominee of a major party who would be both a woman and biracial, with Jamaican and Indian heritage -- as a transformational, inspiring figure. But in such a divided country, some Black voters said they doubted that the history-making nature of Ms. Harris's candidacy would be an advantage.



Kristy Smith, 42, of Atlanta, said the America that elected Barack Obama in 2008 -- polarized as it sometimes was, even then -- was long gone. "I think things have taken a turn for the worse," said Ms. Smith, who works in sales and said she would support Ms. Harris despite qualms that she can get elected.



"This is a completely different political landscape -- things were more civil then," she added. "People could at least occasionally reach across the aisle. Democrats and Republicans could be amicable and work together. We just seem so divided as a country right now."



Ms. Harris would become the nominee with many of the advantages -- and disadvantages -- of incumbency. Her political experience is far deeper than it was during her failed presidential campaign in 2019, when she was less than three years into a first term as a U.S. senator.



But many Black voters said she might never be able to satisfy those who doubt whether she is prepared to assume the presidency. Many of them also see a whisper of racial bias in such questions about her readiness.




Vice President Kamala Harris spoke to members of the Zeta Phi Beta sorority at their annual national gathering in Indianapolis on Wednesday.




"Is she ready? That is a frightening question," said Olga Francois, 56, who works at a science advocacy association in Washington. Ms. Francois said she believes a Harris candidacy is an opportunity for Americans to rethink their notions of what "ready" means. She plans to volunteer to help register voters now that Ms. Harris is in the race -- something she said she hasn't done in decades.



"America still has these historical warts and pains that have not healed," Ms. Francois said, adding that she understood it was impossible not to discuss Ms. Harris's race and gender. "But," she said, "I also don't believe it's fair to her to reduce her to just those things. We need to see all of her."



Some Black voters said they still didn't know much about Ms. Harris beyond the broad outlines of her biography in California before she became vice president: local prosecutor, state attorney general, senator.



"I know a little bit about her history but not everything," said Samuel Gilstrap, 22, of Atlanta. Mr. Gilstrap, a student at the Georgia Institute of Technology, greeted news that Ms. Harris was running as "a relief" because he said he believes she will be a stronger candidate than Mr. Biden.



Ms. Harris will also have to confront doubts about her 
highly uneven
 presidential campaign five years ago. Early on, in the summer of 2019, she rocketed to the top tier of candidates but then quickly faltered and ultimately withdrew from the race before a single state held a primary or caucus.



Political history is full of examples of presidential candidates who crashed and burned their first time running and made a comeback in the next election. Chief among them is Mr. Biden, whose 
first run
 for president in 1988 unraveled disastrously.




"Donald Trump is not going to mess over her like he did Joe Biden at the debate," said Stephen Singleton, 68, a pastoral minister for the Catholic Archdiocese of Detroit. 




In her first presidential campaign, Ms. Harris's popularity with Black voters surged early and 
outpaced
 her support among white voters. But that bump didn't last. And among Black voters, she soon fell 
far behind
 Democratic candidates like Senators Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren.



Recent polling suggests that there is some reason to believe that white voters -- especially those without college degrees -- are more skeptical of her. In the most recent New York Times/Siena College 
poll of registered voters in Pennsylvania
 -- the swing state that put Mr. Biden over the edge in the Electoral College in 2020 -- 83 percent of white Democrats who graduated college favor Harris, compared with 69 percent of white Democrats without college degrees.



In 2020, Ms. Harris was caught between critiques from the left, which accused her of defending draconian criminal justice practices, and from the right, which said her views leaned too far to the left.



In interviews, Black voters said those attacks remained on their minds. But some said they believed Ms. Harris could define herself on her own terms now and shed perceptions that she was on the wrong side of a criminal justice system that disproportionately incarcerates Black people.



"I think that some of the negative press she gets from her time as attorney general gets overstated," said Antoine Marshall, 37, an attorney from Raleigh, N.C., adding that he didn't think the criticism "'Oh, she locked up a bunch of Black people'" captures what she really accomplished when she was a prosecutor.



Other voters said they were eager to see Ms. Harris accomplish something that Mr. Biden had struggled with: giving Mr. Trump a real challenge in a debate.



"Donald Trump is not going to mess over her like he did Joe Biden at the debate," said Stephen Singleton, 68, a pastoral minister for the Catholic Archdiocese of Detroit.



In the immediate aftermath of Mr. Biden's exit, the collectives, Win with Black Women and Win with Black Men, held virtual sessions to mobilize support for Ms. Harris, attracting tens of thousands of callers. The women's group, a network of 4,000 Black women leaders, raised more than $1.5 million, according to the Harris campaign. The host of the men's event, Roland Martin, said on social media that it had raised $1.3 million.



Mr. Gilstrap, the Georgia Tech student, said he would wait to see if anyone challenges Ms. Harris for the nomination before deciding to support her. But if it is her, he gently suggested she prepare for what might be ahead.



"Hopefully it doesn't inflame the political divisiveness we are already seeing," Mr. Gilstrap said. "She might want to talk to Obama about that. He would have some good insights."



Reporting was contributed by 
Oralandar Brand-Williams
, 
Alessandro Marazzi Sassoon
 and 
Dan Simmons
.
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Black Sororities and Fraternities Line Up Behind Kamala Harris



A united "Divine Nine" could be a formidable political advantage as the vice president, a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha, looks to shore up the Democratic base.




Vice President Kamala Harris spoke at the Zeta Phi Beta sorority's Grand Boule in Indianapolis on Wednesday.




By Maya King


Jul 24, 2024


As Vice President Kamala Harris's presidential campaign rushes to shore up its base, its efforts will be bolstered by a ready-made coalition: the more than two million members of Black Greek-letter organizations who have quickly united to mobilize Black voters nationwide.



Before Ms. Harris had even hosted her first official campaign event as the de facto Democratic nominee, the heads of the "Divine Nine," the country's nine most prominent Black sororities and fraternities, were planning a giant voter organization effort. When President Biden announced on Sunday that he was stepping aside and endorsing Ms. Harris, excitement over her ascent spread swiftly among these groups' members in group chats, Facebook groups and conference calls.



After all, Ms. Harris, a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha since her undergraduate days at Howard University, is one of them.



"Greek letter organizations who have worked in the trenches, some for over 100 years, never received any kind of publicity, any kind of notoriety," said Representative Frederica S. Wilson of Florida, who is also a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha. Once Ms. Harris ran for president, in 2020, she said, that changed. "The A.K.A.s shouted to the highest hills, 'That's our soror! That's our sister!'"



On Wednesday, Ms. Harris addressed members of the Zeta Phi Beta sorority at their Boule, or biennial national gathering, in Indianapolis -- her first such event as the Democratic Party's likely standard-bearer.



As Ms. Harris took the stage, members cheered as the sorority's president, Stacie N.C. Grant, said their organization was the first Divine Nine sorority to host the nation's first Black female presidential nominee. Though billed as an official White House event, Ms. Harris delivered an energetic version of her campaign stump speech, imploring the Black women present -- a group long considered the backbone of the Democratic Party -- to help her build on Mr. Biden's record.



"In this moment our nation -- as it always has -- is counting on you," she said. "To energize, to organize, to mobilize. To register folks to vote, to get them to the polls and to continue to fight for the future our nation and her people deserve."




Ms. Harris encouraged her supporters to help her build on Mr. Biden's record.




Ms. Harris's sorors -- the title members use to refer to one another -- were firmly behind her during her first presidential campaign. When Mr. Biden selected her as his vice-presidential pick, they raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for the Democratic ticket, with individual members 
sending in donations of $19.08
 in tribute to the organization's founding year.



A united Black Greek front has the 
potential to offer even more significant political advantage
, as their voter engagement programs reach millions every four years. More, each organization controls a hefty operating budget and their combined revenue would exceed $150 million, according to public records. Though the organizations do not endorse political candidates, some members say they see one of their own in Ms. Harris and have pledged to galvanize their members to turn out voters to potentially elect the first Black woman president.



Dante Nash, a 27-year-old member of Kappa Alpha Psi who attend Ms. Harris's first rally as a presidential candidate on Tuesday in Wisconsin, said he felt that Black fraternities like his needed to back her candidacy.



"It'd be missed opportunity or a disservice if we didn't," said Mr. Nash, who works in design in Milwaukee. "I could see myself in her."



Members of Alpha Kappa Alpha hoping to shore up support for Ms. Harris have posted memes and merchandise online with the organization's signature pink and green color to get out the vote. One person cited Alpha Kappa Alpha's nationwide ranks 
in a post on X
, comparing its more than 300,000 members to a super PAC.



"Everybody Black Greek needs to power up," she wrote.



As vice president, Ms. Harris has held meetings with Divine Nine leaders and championed historically Black colleges and universities. With her close personal ties to Black Greek life, her appearances have been nothing short of a homecoming. Earlier this month, she addressed Alpha Kappa Alpha's 71st annual Boule in Dallas, a national event with over 25,000 women in attendance.




For Alpha Kappa Alpha members, Ms. Harris's candidacy represents both an opportunity to have a soror -- sorority sister -- atop the presidential ticket and the shattering of a glass ceiling for Black women, who have long been among the Democratic Party's most loyal constituencies.




Some woke up as early as 4 a.m. to secure tickets to her address. After working a long receiving line of hugs and warm handshakes, Ms. Harris told the crowd about her family's ties to the organization through her aunt as well as senior Black White House staffers who are members. She also shouted out the women who pledged alongside her in 1986 at Howard, which is where the sorority, the oldest Greek-letter organization for Black women, was founded.



"You are such an incredible part of my journey and I love you guys," she said, as members shouted "skee-wee," the sorority's signature call.



In addition to the vice president, Alpha Kappa Alpha counts Coretta Scott King, Toni Morrison and Maya Angelou among its most prominent members.



A number of prominent Black Democrats have pledged a Divine Nine sorority or fraternity, including Senator Raphael Warnock of Georgia, who is a member of the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity; the House minority leader, Hakeem Jeffries (Kappa Alpha Psi); and Representative James E. Clyburn of South Carolina (Omega Psi Phi).



For Alpha Kappa Alpha members, Ms. Harris's candidacy represents both an opportunity to have a soror atop the presidential ticket and the shattering of a glass ceiling for Black women, who have long been among the Democratic Party's most loyal constituencies.



Ms. Wilson, one of eight Alpha Kappa Alpha members in Congress, said she had discussed wearing her sorority's colors, pink and green, every day until Election Day.



"I think that prior to this people sort of thought that, you know, sororities were the tea party ladies who haze and drink tea and dress up and wear high heel shoes, et cetera," she said. "But they didn't know about the service and the actual work."



Willis Lonzer III, the general president of Alpha Phi Alpha and chairman of the council of presidents for all Divine Nine organizations, said the unified effort to engage Black voters was almost a year in the making, with conversations beginning last September.



When the nine presidents met with Ms. Harris and Mr. Biden at the White House in May to discuss other policy issues, Mr. Lonzer said, they realized that engaging Black voters ahead of November was a serious need. The presidents met again among themselves on Sunday after Mr. Biden announced he would no longer seek re-election, and on Monday announced their plans.




Black Greek organizations have long been mainstays in Black communities. Here, members of the Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority and their guests attend an "Autumn Nocturne" dance in Pittsburgh, Pa., in 1945.




Mr. Lonzer said the scale of the effort was intended to send a message about the power and influence of Black Greek organizations, which have long been mainstays in Black communities.



"We want to make sure that all citizens -- who are members of our organizations in particular, but those who are influenced or know people in our organizations, our extended community -- that they are understanding the gravity of this election," he said, adding that their message to voters will "not necessarily influence you to vote one way or the other, but to make sure you're informed."



Civic engagement and public advocacy sit at the heart of the missions of most Black sororities and fraternities. But this year, their efforts could counteract a persistent enthusiasm gap among Black voters, who in polls and conversations before Mr. Biden stepped aside said they were considering supporting former President Donald J. Trump, the Republican candidate, or staying home altogether.



Many of Ms. Harris's sorority sisters were among the more than 40,000 Black women who joined an organizing call for the group Win With Black Women on Sunday. The normally routine digital meeting had a record number of attendees and raised over $1.5 million for Ms. Harris's campaign, organizers said.



Leaders of the Divine Nine are still discussing whether they will pool their resources to fund a joint voter engagement effort. But for many, particularly sorority leaders, the moment itself has generated considerable energy.



"We certainly take tremendous pride in the prospects of a woman, and a Black woman in terms of someone in Vice President Harris with unparalleled credentials to have the consideration to ascend to the presidency of the United States," said Elsie Cooke-Holmes, national president of the Delta Sigma Theta sorority. "It's exciting to think about this country shattering the glass ceiling once and for all."



Simon J. Levien
 contributed reporting.
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Amid National Tension, a Man Placing Trump Signs Is Attacked in Michigan



An assailant ran over the 80-year-old man with an all-terrain vehicle, leaving him badly injured, law enforcement officials said, decrying the act of political violence.




The attack on Sunday came just over a week after an assassination attempt on former President Donald J. Trump.




By Mitch Smith


Jul 23, 2024


An act of political violence in a small Michigan town left an 80-year-old man in critical condition over the weekend, local officials said. His assailant, who called the police to confess, later killed himself.



The attack unfolded on Sunday evening in Hancock, a city in Michigan's Upper Peninsula, when a man ripped out yard signs supporting former President Donald J. Trump. He then used an all-terrain vehicle to run over the 80-year-old who was trying to put the signs back up, the local authorities said.



Chief Tami Sleeman of the Hancock police said the incident was one of three involving the 22-year-old suspect last weekend. He also used a shovel to destroy the windows of a parked truck with a sticker supporting Mr. Trump, the chief said, and vandalized the tires of a parked vehicle that had a sticker supporting law enforcement.



The suspect later left a message with the Police Department saying he wanted to confess to an attack, Chief Sleeman said, but killed himself before officers arrived at his home just outside the city limits on Monday.



The violence, occurring just over a week 
after an assassination attempt on Mr. Trump
, was an alarming and unwelcome intrusion of political toxicity in a place where local officials say people generally get along, despite partisan differences.



"We're just hoping and praying for a better, more civil discourse, not only in Houghton County, but at the national level; that we can get through this election cycle without any violence," said the county sheriff, Joshua B. Saaranen, a Republican.



Chief Sleeman said there was no indication that anyone else was involved in the attacks, but she said the investigation was continuing. Officers took electronics from the home of the suspect, whose name was not released, while executing a search warrant, and the F.B.I. was contacted.



Political tension is hardly new in Michigan, a swing state that both Mr. Trump and Vice President Kamala Harris hope to carry in November. In the lead-up to the 2020 presidential election, federal officials arrested several men who they said were 
plotting to kidnap and possibly kill
 Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, a Democrat. Some of those men were ultimately convicted, while others were acquitted.



But Hancock, which has a population of about 4,500, is seldom the center of political attention. Mr. Trump carried Houghton County, which includes Hancock, by about 14 percentage points in 2020, while President Biden won the state. Neither the police chief nor the sheriff could recall a similar act of political violence in the area, which is roughly 550 miles by car from Detroit.



A spokesperson for the Harris campaign said on Tuesday that "politically motivated violence is always unacceptable and we unequivocally condemn it." Ms. Whitmer's office released a statement saying that "we need to come together to turn down the heat and chart a better path forward for our politics." A spokesman for the Trump campaign did not immediately respond to a request for comment.



Chief Sleeman said the attack happened after the man on the A.T.V. yelled obscenities and tore out Trump signs displayed outside a home in a residential area. The 80-year-old victim, whose family member lived in the home, went to put the signs back in the ground, the chief said. The younger man then drove his A.T.V. onto the lawn, seemed to accelerate and struck the victim from behind.



The A.T.V. driver fled the scene, the chief said, and the victim was taken to the hospital with critical injuries. He was communicating with law enforcement officials on Tuesday, the chief said.



"Any person knows that doing what this person did could have killed this man," Chief Sleeman said, adding, "It's been upsetting because we just haven't experienced this type of hate toward each other."



Chief Sleeman said Hancock was the sort of place where visitors and locals mix easily, and where the police were far more accustomed to hearing disputes about snow shoveled onto someone else's property than they were to political attacks.



"People have the right to express their views and who they follow," the chief said. "And no matter who that is, we don't believe in violence. We won't stand for that."
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Nephew Says Trump Suggested Some Disabled People 'Should Just Die'



In a new memoir, Fred C. Trump III claims his uncle, Donald J. Trump, made cruel and racist comments.




Former President Donald J. Trump during a campaign rally in Grand Rapids, Mich., on Saturday. Mr. Trump's nephew, Fred C. Trump III, claimed in a book his uncle made cruel remarks about a disabled relative. 




By Shawn McCreesh


Jul 24, 2024


In 2020, a few months before the last election, former President Donald J. Trump's niece, Mary Trump, published a book about her uncle and how awful and psychologically warped she found him to be. At the time, her brother, Fred C. Trump III, put out a statement slamming his sister for such treachery.



Now, he's wielding the knife. Next week, he will publish "All in the Family: The Trumps and How We Got to Be This Way," a tell-all that puts the former president in a harsh light. The New York Times obtained a copy.



Fred and Mary Trump are the children of Fred Trump Jr., Donald's older brother who struggled with alcoholism and died of a heart attack in 1981, when he was 42.



Fred Trump, 61, describes himself as fairly close to his uncle. He attended the 2017 inauguration (he writes that he had a better seat than John McCain) and visited the White House several times (the book includes a picture of its author sitting behind the Resolute Desk in the Oval Office).



Once, while in the Oval Office, the elder Mr. Trump insisted that his nephew stay in the room for a phone call he was about to have with King Abdullah of Jordan. He put the call on speakerphone, so his nephew could hear the king thank Mr. Trump for killing an Islamic State leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. "I killed him," the former president boasted in front of his nephew, according to the book. "I killed him like a dog."



But another White House meeting left the author with a chill, and, it is implied, the reason for writing the book.



Fred Trump's son was born with a rare medical condition that led to developmental and intellectual disabilities. His care had been paid for in part with help from the family. After Mr. Trump was elected, Fred Trump wanted to use his connection to the White House for good. With the help of Ivanka Trump, his cousin, and Ben Carson, at the time the housing and urban development secretary, he was able to convene a group of advocates for a meeting with his uncle. The president "seemed engaged, especially when several people in our group spoke about the heart-wrenching and expensive efforts they'd made to care for their profoundly disabled family members," he writes.



After the meeting, Fred Trump claims, his uncle pulled him aside and said, "maybe those kinds of people should just die," given "the shape they're in, all the expenses."



The remark wasn't a one-off, according to Fred Trump. A couple of years later, when he called his uncle for help because the medical fund that paid for his son's care was running out of money, Fred Trump claims his uncle said: "I don't know. He doesn't recognize you. Maybe you should just let him die and move down to Florida."



"Maybe I shouldn't have been surprised to hear Donald say that," he writes. "It wasn't far off from what he'd said that day in the Oval Office after our meeting with the advocates. Only that time, it was other people's children who should die. This time, it was my son."



Another scathing anecdote in the book occurred decades earlier, in the 1970s, when the author claims to have heard his uncle use a racial slur after his car had been damaged and he was searching for someone to blame.



"'Look what the niggers did,'" Fred Trump writes, quoting his uncle.



The author describes the former president as a product of an Archie Bunker-like, "us-versus-them" upbringing in Queens, but then notes: "Drunk or sober, my father never used the N-word, not that I ever heard. And neither had I."



Steven Cheung, a Trump campaign spokesman, called Fred Trump's account "completely fabricated and total fake news of the highest order." 



"Anyone who knows President Trump knows he would never use such language, and false stories like this have been thoroughly debunked," he said. Mr. Trump has 
previously been accused
 of 
using the slur
 while he was the host of his television reality show. He has denied it.



Fred Trump paints a somewhat nuanced portrait of his uncle, including details that suggest their relationship was often warm. They would watch "The Twilight Zone" together and play catch. When Fred Trump's blue Schwinn bicycle was stolen, it was his uncle who took him to the precinct to demand the police do something, he writes.



The elder Mr. Trump would take his nephew golfing. When Fred Trump wanted help finding an engagement ring, his uncle told him to "Go see Ralph Destino. He's the president of Cartier. He'll help you pick something out."



Donald and his ex-wife, Ivana, arrived at Fred Trump's wedding in a limo (it was too rainy to land a helicopter), and Fred had decent relationships with some of his cousins, Donald Jr., Eric, and Ivanka (he attended her wedding to Jared Kushner).



One thing the book makes clear is that, in the Trump family, score-settling and feuding is a way of life. "Blood went only so far in this family," he writes, "as far as the dollar signs."



Fred Trump's account retreads the well-documented fight that occurred after his uncle teamed up with two of his siblings to cut him and his sister out of their grandfather's will. The legal battle that ensued was vicious and public, chronicled in the pages of the city's tabloids.



And yet, once it was all settled, Fred writes that his uncle invited him to go golfing. "We're through, right?" he asked him. When his nephew said they were, the elder Mr. Trump gave him a hug. (Then, according to the book, he stepped away and added, "Your lawyer never should have said that thing about your grandfather's toupee.")



Fred Trump writes that, when his uncle was running for president in 2016, the elder Mr. Trump's sister, a federal judge named Maryanne Trump Barry, wanted to publish an opinion essay disparaging her brother, but ultimately decided against it.



And Fred Trump describes his fury toward his sister, Mary, for blindsiding him with her book. "Mary didn't speak for me any more than anyone else in the family did," he writes. "I hated that people kept assuming that."



Fred Trump says he voted for Hillary Clinton in 2016 and Joe Biden in 2020. His uncle's divisive presidency made it harder to be a Trump, he writes. (He claims to have woken up one day to find dead chickens strewed across his Connecticut lawn.)



In one peculiar scene at the end of the book, he recounts going to see his uncle after he had left the White House, because he was having trouble finding work. (Fred worked in commercial real estate, but not for the Trump Organization.) He told his uncle that their family's name was now too "toxic," and the former president "gave a small jolt" at hearing that.



As he turned to walk out, he claims his uncle admonished him: "Don't ever say that the Trump name is toxic. Never say that."
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Ex-Military Police Officer Sentenced to Prison for Role in Capitol Riot



Gregory C. Yetman, the subject of a manhunt last fall, admitted to pepper-spraying law enforcement officers during the Jan. 6, 2021, attack.




Mr. Yetman is among more than 1,470 people to be charged in connection with the storming of the Capitol by supporters of former President Donald J. Trump, the Justice Department said. 




By Ed Shanahan


Jul 23, 2024


A former Army National Guard police officer 
was sentenced
 to two and a half years in prison on Tuesday after admitting that he pepper-sprayed law enforcement officers, while a mob of former President Donald J. Trump's supporters stormed the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.



The sentencing of the former Guard member, Gregory C. Yetman, 47, of Helmetta, N.J., came eight months after 
he set off a manhunt
 in the central New Jersey suburbs by fleeing into the woods when law enforcement authorities sought to arrest him.



He surrendered two days later
, and in April he pleaded guilty to assaulting, resisting or impeding officers during the Capitol riot, federal prosecutors said.



Judge James E. Boasberg of Federal District Court in Washington, D.C., also sentenced Mr. Yetman to 18 months of supervised release and ordered him to pay $2,000 in restitution. Prosecutors had sought a 45-month prison term; Mr. Yetman's lawyer, Nicholas D. Smith, had asked for 17 months. Mr. Smith declined to comment on the sentence.



Mr. Yetman is among more than 1,470 people to be charged in connection with the riot and among more than 530 to be charged with assaulting or impeding law enforcement officers, according to the Justice Department. He and other supporters of Mr. Trump stormed the Capitol in a bid to prevent the certification of Joe Biden as the winner of the 2020 presidential election. The investigation into the day's events is continuing.




Mr. Yetman was a military police officer with the New Jersey Army National Guard from September 2008 to March 2022.




Mr. Trump, the Republican nominee in this year's presidential election, was charged 
with conspiracy and other federal offenses
 arising from the riot. He has pleaded not guilty, and a federal judge 
will ultimately determine whether Mr. Trump is immune
 to the charges under a landmark Supreme Court ruling this month.



Mr. Yetman was an enlisted military police officer with the New Jersey Army National Guard from September 2008 to March 2022 and a sergeant when his service ended, an Army spokesman said. He deployed to Afghanistan from September 2012 to May 2013 and to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, from June 2015 to March 2016, the spokesman said.



In entering his plea, Mr. Yetman said he had traveled to Washington on Jan. 6, 2021, had attended Mr. Trump's rally at the Ellipse and had then walked to the west side of the Capitol, where he climbed a platform on the building's West Terrace, according to court documents.



There, he acknowledged joining a mob of rioters that was encircling a group of police officers who were trying to defend the Capitol. The rioters quickly surrounded, overwhelmed and assaulted the officers from all sides, prosecutors said.



As the assault continued, prosecutors said, Mr. Yetman grabbed a canister of pepper spray, held it under his arm and, at close enough range to do damage, sprayed at the officers for 12 to 14 seconds, causing them to retreat and leave the area.



He then dropped the canister and, while retracing his steps, used his cellphone to take pictures and videos of the riot, as he made his way to another part of the building.



Later, prosecutors said, Mr. Yetman posted on Facebook about what he had seen at the Capitol. He blamed the riot on Antifa and referred to the police officers defending the building as "modern brown shirts" who had caused the violence, according to a court filing.



After he tried to evade arrest last November, court documents show, investigators found "multiple firearms and significant quantities of ammunition" at his home, a loaded gun in his car and more guns and weapons in a storage unit.



In arguing for leniency in sentencing, Mr. Smith, Mr. Yetman's lawyer, cited his client's military service, strong family ties and "caring and genial nature."



"Regrettably," Mr. Smith wrote, Mr. Yetman had been "swept up in the madness of the crowd that descended on the Capitol that day."



"Like too many others," Mr. Smith added, "he engaged in outrageous conduct there."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/23/nyregion/jan-6-gregory-yetman-sentenced.html
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New York Bans Realistic Active Shooter Drills in Schools



The state is adding restrictions meant to make lockdown drills less scary for children, and will also require schools to notify parents about the exercises ahead of time.




New York will still require schools to have four lockdown drills a year, in addition to eight fire drills. 




By Shayla Colon


Jul 24, 2024


The New York State Education Department is banning realistic active shooter drills in schools in an effort to make them less traumatic for students.



The state's new rules call for a "trauma-informed" and "age-appropriate" approach to drills that excludes the use of any props, actors or tactics depicting violence when school or extracurricular activities are in session. The new rules also require schools to notify staff members and pupils about drills ahead of time. Parents are to be notified a week in advance.



The rules will take effect in the coming school year. New York schools -- public and nonpublic -- will 
still be required
 to conduct eight evacuation drills and four lockdown drills every year.



New York's ban on realistic shooter drills comes as the United States is grappling with an ongoing epidemic of gun violence. There were at least 
118 episodes involving gunfire on school grounds in 2024
, according to data collected from news accounts by the group Everytown for Gun Safety. That number is about double what it was a decade ago.



Still, some researchers and activists in favor of restricting firearms say that drills 
can be harmful to children's mental health
. In New York, the way schools conduct lockdowns varies, and it is unclear how many districts use the sort of realistic role-playing cited in the new rules. But Dr. Ragy Girgis, a professor of clinical psychiatry at Columbia University, said he worried that frequent drills of any kind might normalize violence.



In a typical lockdown drill, teachers lock doors and children hide in their classrooms, but some exercises include more elaborate scenarios involving law enforcement officers and people role-playing as gunmen and victims.



Parents and educators remain divided over the best way to ready children for an emergency.



Richard Keeler, the principal of Central Valley Academy in Ilion, in central New York, said he recognized the value of protecting children's mental health. But he said it was important for the drills to be "as realistic as possible."



"The more we can prepare our students and our staff alike for what their real situation is going to be like, the better chance we have of getting better results in a real situation," he said.



But Mo Canady, executive director of the National Association of School Resource Officers, said he found it "pretty easy" to support rules restricting how lockdowns were carried out, noting that props and actors were not used in other sorts of drills. Fires are not set to initiate a fire drill, he added, so why pretend that there is a shooter in the building?



Lockdown drills have been 
mandated in 40 states
, including New York, according to data collected by Everytown for Gun Safety. But some New Yorkers say the state requires too many drills. A bill introduced this year would have reduced the number of lockdown drills mandated in schools from four per year to two.



It would also have given parents the ability to opt their children out of the exercises. After passing the State Senate, however, the bill stalled in the Assembly.



Claire Proffitt, 40, has two young children enrolled in Albany public schools and said she was thrilled about New York's ban on realistic shooter drills. She grew up near Columbine High School in Colorado, where 13 people were killed in a mass shooting in 1999, and says she knew students who attended that school. While she supports occasional lockdown drills, she also worries they create anxiety for children.



"There's clear evidence that you need to do drills that are developmentally appropriate and trauma-informed and I think realistic drills are neither of those things," she said.



Reem Khalifa, 16, a New York City high school student, applauds the ban, too. She can still remember her first lockdown drill at her elementary school in Brooklyn. Then in kindergarten, Ms. Khalifa recalls being locked in a closet for 20 minutes not knowing what was happening on the other side of the door.



"That's not something we should have had to go through," she said. "That was harmful to my and many of my peers' mental health."
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Watchdog Finds No Evidence of Political Interference in Stone Sentencing



The Justice Department's in-house watchdog released its report on the reduction of Roger Stone's sentence in a 2019 case related to the Trump-Russia investigation.




Roger Stone, seen in June, was convicted in 2019 for lying to Congress during its investigation into President Donald J. Trump's connections to Russia, but Mr. Trump later commuted his sentence.




By Glenn Thrush


Jul 24, 2024


The Justice Department's in-house watchdog found no evidence of political interference in the reduction of a prison sentence proposed for the longtime Trump ally Roger Stone in 2020, attributing the stunning reversal to "ineffectual" leadership, according to a report released on Wednesday.



The report concluded a four-year investigation into the decision by Attorney General William P. Barr in February 2020 to reduce Mr. Stone's proposed sentence to about three years, after initially recommending seven to nine. The episode incited accusations of political interference and prompted four prosecutors in the case to resign.



The decision to seek a lighter sentence was announced after President Donald J. Trump sharply criticized the harsher sentence initially proposed by career prosecutors after Mr. Stone 
was convicted in 2019
 for lying to Congress during its investigation into Mr. Trump's connections to Russia. He denounced the sentencing recommendation as a "miscarriage of justice."



But the inspector general, Michael E. Horowitz, concluded that Mr. Barr had argued that the more stringent sentence was unreasonably harsh before Mr. Trump expressed those sentiments. Mr. Barr was blindsided by a subordinate who had led him to believe the department would request a lesser prison term, Mr. Horowitz wrote.



"Barr had articulated his position about the sentencing recommendation both before and shortly after the first sentencing memorandum was filed, and before the president's tweets," Mr. Horowitz wrote in the 85-page report.



Mr. Stone never served any time; Mr. Trump commuted his sentence before leaving office.



Mr. Barr did not immediately respond to a request for comment. But he has repeatedly denied that his actions were motivated by partisanship or political pressure.



Mr. Horowitz said that Mr. Barr and other former department officials had declined to be interviewed, and that he had no legal authority to compel their cooperation.



The central player in the saga was Timothy Shea, who had been appointed as the top prosecutor in the department's Washington, D.C., office on an interim basis just two weeks before, and seemed "unsure" of what to do after being thrust into the politically charged case, Mr. Horowitz wrote.



"We concluded that the sequence of events that resulted in the department's extraordinary step of filing a second sentencing memorandum was largely due to Shea's ineffectual leadership," he wrote.



Investigators "found no evidence" that the department's leadership or Mr. Shea had "engaged in misconduct or violated department policy in connection with the Stone sentencing," he added.



Mr. Shea did not respond to a request for comment.



The Stone case was one of the most significant criminal prosecutions arising from the investigation of Russian interference in the 2016 election by the special counsel, Robert S. Mueller III.



In November 2019, a jury in Washington 
convicted Mr. Stone of seven felony charges
, including lying under oath to a congressional committee and threatening a witness whose testimony would have exposed those lies. The judge presiding in the case said that Mr. Stone had hindered a congressional inquiry of national importance because the truth would have embarrassed the president and his 2016 campaign.



In drafting their sentencing memo, prosecutors on the Stone case calculated a recommended range of seven to nine years, based on federal guidelines and other factors related to the case.



There was considerable internal debate about whether that was the proper course, the inspector general found. A supervisor in the U.S. attorney's office in Washington suggested to prosecutors that the public might view such a steep prison sentence as evidence that they were "a bunch of deep-state liberals who hate" Mr. Trump, one of the people involved told Mr. Horowitz's investigators.



"We will get a lot of criticism for it," the supervisor added, according to the report.



Mr. Shea, who had previously served as Mr. Barr's counselor at the department headquarters, had responsibility for making the call and sought advice from a range of people inside the department.



On Feb. 10, 2020, the day the recommendation was scheduled to be filed with the court, he met with Mr. Barr on an unrelated matter and raised the issue.



Mr. Shea told the attorney general he thought the proposed recommendation seemed too harsh, investigators said. Mr. Barr concurred and both men appear to have agreed that prosecutors should request a sentence below the guidelines.



However, rather than taking that approach -- "and despite telling Barr that he believed the guidelines range was unreasonable" -- Mr. Shea went along with the prosecutors' original proposal a few hours later, to the chagrin of Mr. Barr, who wasted no time in making his displeasure known.



That afternoon, hours before Mr. Trump attacked prosecutors and the judge in the case on social media, Mr. Barr told his staff that the memo needed to be "fixed."



A day later, Mr. Shea wrote that the Justice Department believed that Mr. Stone should be imprisoned but that the term he had requested just 24 hours earlier was excessive.



Mr. Shea stated in the filing that "the government ultimately defers to the court as to what the appropriate sentence should be." The new filing also noted that Mr. Stone had no prior criminal record.



Soon after, three of the prosecutors 
resigned from the Stone team
 but stayed in the U.S. attorney's office. A fourth quit the department altogether. Some of them later said publicly that they believed they were undercut by department leaders to protect Trump's longtime ally.



Mr. Horowitz began his investigation later that year, he said.
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F.B.I. Searches $3.5 Million Home of Former Aide to Gov. Hochul



The early-morning raid took place on Long Island's North Shore at the house of Ms. Hochul's former deputy chief of staff, Linda Sun.




No arrests were made and no accusations of wrongdoing have emerged against Linda Sun, who served as Gov. Kathy Hochul's deputy chief of staff.




By William K. Rashbaum


Jul 24, 2024


Before dawn on Tuesday, F.B.I. agents swept into a small cul-de-sac on Long Island's North Shore to search a five-bedroom house where a former deputy chief of staff to Gov. Kathy Hochul lives with her husband.



The basis for the search at the $3.5 million home of Linda Sun, the former deputy chief of staff, and the crimes under investigation remain unclear. Neither Ms. Sun, 40, nor her husband, Chris Hu, 41, have been accused of wrongdoing. Neither could be reached for comment and they did not respond to voice mail and text messages.



A spokesman for the F.B.I. confirmed that agents from the bureau's New York office had "conducted court-authorized law enforcement activity" at the expansive red brick house in a gated community in Manhasset, but would not comment further. The U.S. attorney's office in Brooklyn obtained the warrant for the search, according to people with knowledge of the matter; a spokesman for that office also declined to comment.



No arrests were made at the family's home, according to a person familiar with the investigation. The property was owned by Ms. Sun and Mr. Hu until they transferred it to a trust early this year.



Ms. Sun, who earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in political science and government from Barnard College and a Master of Arts from Teachers College at Columbia University, has worked in state government for nearly 14 years, holding a variety of positions, according to her LinkedIn profile.



She began her state career in the legislative branch as chief of staff to an assemblywoman, Grace Meng, who is now a congresswoman, and then worked in various positions in the administrations of both Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo and Ms. Hochul, according to the profile.



Ms. Sun's roles included business development; Asian American affairs; and diversity, equity and inclusion. She left the executive chamber after roughly 15 months, moving on to a position in the Labor Department in November 2022. Five months later, she left the state to serve as campaign manager for Austin Cheng, a Democrat who made an unsuccessful bid for Congress on Long Island.



Avi Small, the press secretary for Ms. Hochul, declined to comment.



Mr. Hu operates a liquor store in Flushing, Queens, Leivine Wine & Spirits, and has incorporated several other businesses over the last decade, including a company he created in 2020 during the earliest days of the coronavirus pandemic called Medical Supplies USA LLC. He also created Golden Capital Group LLC in 2016 and LCA Holdings LLC in 2023, although the nature of those business could not be immediately determined.



It is unclear when the F.B.I. agents first arrived at the gated community where Ms. Sun and Mr. Hu live, which is called Stone Hill, but a security guard there said that agents were there twice.



Reporting was contributed by 
Nicholas Fandos
, 
Jay Root
, 
Susan C. Beachy
 and 
Wesley Parnell
.
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John Mayall, Pioneer of British Blues, Is Dead at 90



He was best known not for his own playing or singing but for recruiting and polishing the talents of one gifted lead guitarist after another, starting with Eric Clapton.




John Mayall performing in New Orleans in 2009. Known as "the godfather of British blues," he recruited some of Britain's most celebrated guitarists as sidemen.




By Larry Rohter


Jul 24, 2024


John Mayall, the pioneering British bandleader whose mid-1960s blues ensembles served as incubators for some of the biggest stars of rock's golden era, died on Monday. He was 90. 



The death was confirmed 
in a statement on Mr. Mayall's official Facebook page
. The statement did not give a cause or specify where he died, saying only that he died "in his California home."



Though he played piano, organ, guitar and harmonica and sang lead vocals in his own bands with a high, reedy tenor, Mr. Mayall earned his reputation as "the godfather of British blues" not for his own playing or singing but for recruiting and polishing the talents of one gifted young lead guitarist after another.




The one album that Eric Clapton recorded with Mr. Mayall, "Blues Breakers" (1966), is often credited with kick-starting the electric blues boom of the 1960s among young Americans and Britons. 




In his most fertile period, between 1965 and 1969, those budding stars included Eric Clapton, who left to form the band Cream and eventually became a hugely successful solo artist; 
Peter Green
, who left to found Fleetwood Mac; and Mick Taylor, who was snatched from the Mayall band by the Rolling Stones.



A more complete list of the alumni of Mr. Mayall's band of that era, known as the Bluesbreakers, reads like a Who's Who of British pop royalty. The drummer Mick Fleetwood and the bassist John McVie were also founding members of Fleetwood Mac. The bassist Jack Bruce joined Mr. Clapton in Cream. The bassist Andy Fraser was an original member of Free. Aynsley Dunbar would go on to play drums for Frank Zappa, Journey and Jefferson Starship.



In his book "Clapton: The Autobiography" (2007), Mr. Clapton described playing in the Bluesbreakers under Mr. Mayall's tutelage as a demanding but rewarding kind of musical finishing school. After leaving the Yardbirds and joining the Mayall band in April 1965, "grateful that someone saw my worth," he wrote, he moved into "a tiny little cupboard room at the top of John's house" so that he could better soak up all the lessons he wanted Mr. Mayall to teach him.




Mr. Mayall in performance in Munich in 1969. After guitarists everywhere took notice of his first two albums, he started touring regularly in the United States and Europe.




"With long curly hair and a beard, which gave him a look not unlike Jesus, he had the air of a favorite schoolmaster who still manages to be cool," Mr. Clapton recalled. "He had the most incredible collection of records I had ever seen," and "over the better part of a year, when I had any spare time, I would sit in this room listening to records and playing along with them, honing my craft."



The one album that Mr. Clapton recorded with Mr. Mayall, "Blues Breakers" (1966), is often credited with kick-starting the electric blues boom of the 1960s among young Americans and Britons. With songs by Robert Johnson, Otis Rush, Freddie King and Ray Charles, as well as Mr. Mayall himself, the album provided a repertoire, arrangements and a thick guitar sound that would be widely copied by hundreds of bands in both countries. In 2003, Rolling Stone magazine ranked "Blues Breakers" No. 195 on its list of "The 500 Greatest Albums of All Time."



John Mayall was born in Macclesfield, England, just outside Manchester, on Nov. 29, 1933. His father, Murray, who played guitar in local pubs and collected records, and his mother, Beryl, stimulated his interest in music, but he trained as an artist and graphic designer at the Manchester College of Art and, after doing military service in Korea, worked for several years for advertising agencies. (He would later put that experience to use by designing the covers of many of his albums.)



Mr. Mayall was already 30 when he decided to become a full-time musician and moved to London, where performers like Alexis Korner and Cyril Davies had already carved out a niche for the blues. Financially, it was tough going: Even when he had future stars like Mr. Clapton, Mr. Green and Mr. Taylor in his band, the Bluesbreakers followed a grueling routine of touring by van and playing short engagements on cramped stages in small clubs, often for audiences of only a few dozen people.



But after guitarists everywhere took notice of the "Blues Breakers" album and its equally influential follow-up, "A Hard Road" (1967), featuring Mr. Green, Mr. Mayall's horizons expanded. He started touring regularly in the United States and Europe: "The Diary of a Band," a two-disc set recorded live in the Netherlands and other locales with Mr. Taylor, was released officially, and performances at the Fillmore West and in Germany and Italy eventually circulated in bootleg versions.




Mr. Mayall, far right, with members of his band, the Bluesbreakers, in London in 1967. From left: Mick Taylor, Chris Mercer, Keith Tillman, Keef Hartley and Dick Heckstall-Smith.




In 1969, after recording the album "Blues From Laurel Canyon" and befriending members of the American blues band Canned Heat, Mr. Mayall moved to the Los Angeles area, where he lived for the rest of his life. That led to a fundamental shift in the composition of his bands, with British musicians giving way to Americans.



His first "American" group included Harvey Mandel on guitar and Sugarcane Harris on electric violin. Later units featured the guitarists Sonny Landreth, Walter Trout and Coco Montoya, all of whom went on to successful solo careers.



Mr. Mayall had already begun moving away from what Mr. Clapton called his "textbook blues" style before coming to the United States, forming the jazzy, drummerless acoustic band that recorded "The Turning Point" in 1969. In the 1970s, however, he would go deeper into, as the title of a 1972 album put it, a "Jazz Blues Fusion," working with jazz musicians like the trumpeter Blue Mitchell and the saxophonists Ernie Watts and Red Holloway.



But Mr. Mayall never abandoned the blues altogether, and in the 1980s he re-formed the Bluesbreakers, with which he would continue to tour and record, with constantly shifting personnel, well into the 21st century. In some editions of the band, he was joined by alumni like Mr. Taylor and Mr. McVie; Mr. Clapton would occasionally play with him as well.



In all, Mr. Mayall released more than 70 albums, the most recent of which was "The Sun Is Shining Down" (2022). He also issued several DVDs, including one of a 70th-birthday concert in 2003 at which he was joined by many of his most prominent former sidemen.



He is survived by his children, Gaz, Jason, Red, Ben, Zak and Samson; seven grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren. His two marriages ended in divorce.



It was announced in April that Mr. Mayall, along with his fellow blues artists Alexis Korner and Big Mama Thornton, would receive this year's musical influence awards from the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame.



In 1979, a fire destroyed Mr. Mayall's house in Los Angeles. Lost in that blaze was most of the record collection that had so impressed Mr. Clapton and other blues initiates, which by that time had grown to include thousands of discs, including many rare 45 and 78 r.p.m. blues singles, as well as many of the live tapes Mr. Mayall had made of his own bands in the 1960s.



In 2014, Mr. Mayall sat down for an evening-long interview at the Grammy Museum in Los Angeles, in which he reminisced about the challenges of being a crusader for the blues in London in the early 1960s. He recalled playing 11 shows a week in "dens of iniquity" and having to persuade Mr. McVie's parents to let their son, who was underage at the time, join his band.



"It was extremely exciting," he said of those times. "We all felt we were part of the same family and that we really were connecting with people, a new generation of people, and also having a great time playing. You just continually played; it wasn't worth going home."



Alexandra E. Petri
 contributed reporting.
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Rosa Ross, Late-Blooming Author of Asian Cookbooks, Dies at 86



She was, she said, unable to cook a basic meal into her mid-20s. But she went on to a successful career as a restaurateur and an authority on Asian cuisine.




Rosa Ross in an undated photo. Drawing on culinary influences from her childhood in Hong Kong, she became an influential cooking instructor, cookbook author and restaurateur.




By Alex Williams


Jul 24, 2024


Rosa Ross, a Hong Kong-born chef who, despite lacking even basic kitchen knowledge into her 20s, became a noted cookbook author, Chinese cooking instructor and restaurateur on the North Fork of Long Island, died on June 28 at her home there, in East Marion, N.Y. She was 86.



The cause was pulmonary fibrosis, her daughter Sarah Ross said.



Drawing from a swirl of culinary influences from her youth -- Chinese, English, Indian, Malaysian -- Ms. Ross began her rise in the food world in the early 1980s by traveling to homes around New York City to provide Chinese cooking lessons with a business she called Wok on Wheels.



She published the first of her four cookbooks, "365 Ways to Cook Chinese," in 1994. Ten years later, after moving to the North Fork village of Greenport, she veered from classic Chinese cooking by opening the restaurant 
Scrimshaw
 there.



Scrimshaw, 
which closed in 2016
, was an early farm-to-table American restaurant that blended in elements of the Asian cuisine of her youth, including heritage-pork dumplings and duck-confit spring rolls that became the stuff of local legend.



The restaurant also showcased Italian fare, which she first learned to make while living in Milan and honed under the tutelage of her friend 
Marcella Hazan
, the author of "The Classic Italian Cook Book" (1973).




Diners at Scrimshaw, Ms. Ross's restaurant in Greenport, N.Y., in 2004, the year it opened. Scrimshaw showcased Italian and American cooking, but it was also noted for its heritage-pork dumplings and duck-confit spring rolls.




Doling out cooking tips on the Food Network and the Discovery Channel and in the pages of Food & Wine and Saveur magazines, Ms. Ross fashioned a prominent career in food -- a highly unlikely prospect after she eloped to London in 1961 with Ronald Ross, a radio disc jockey from Australia.



"I was in my 20s when I left Hong Kong and I didn't know how to cook," Ms. Ross 
said in an interview last year
 with Northforker magazine. One day, while living in London, she added, her husband asked her if she could heat a can of soup.



"I said, 'Of course,'" she recalled, "and went to the kitchen, washed the label off the can, and put the whole can into a pot of water and boiled it."



Rosa Maria de Carvalho was born on Aug. 30, 1937, in Hong Kong, which was a British territory at the time. She was the second of six children of Marcus de Carvalho, a stockbroker and a member of one of the oldest Portuguese families in nearby Macau, and Edris (d'Aquino) de Carvalho, a secretary.




Ms. Ross is 2019. She began to get in touch with the cuisine of her youth by exploring Chinese markets and restaurants in Los Angeles after moving there in 1967.




After graduating from Maryknoll Convent School in 1953, she worked as a secretary for British Overseas Airways Corporation, the state-owned airline, before eventually moving to London with her husband, who had taken up a career in advertising.



In 1963, two years after their arrival in London, he took a job in Milan. At a dinner party there, Ms. Ross found herself seated next to the only other person there who spoke English: Ms. Hazan, who would become known as the "godmother" of Italian cooking in America.



At that point, however, Ms. Ross had little to contribute to a conversation on the topic. "I didn't know very much about food -- I don't even think I was that interested, frankly," she 
recalled in an interview
 this year on a local North Fork podcast. But as their friendship developed, Ms. Hazan began teaching her the basics of cooking, including how to make her 
buttery red sauce
, which would become famous.



After moving to Los Angeles in 1967, Ms. Ross began to get in touch with the cuisine of her youth by exploring the city's Chinese markets and restaurants. That quest continued after she moved to New York in 1977, and it evolved into a business after friends told her that they were taking classes from 
Grace Zia Chu
, a noted Chinese cooking instructor.




The first of Ms. Ross's four cookbooks was published in 1994.




"They told me they learned how to make fried rice with eggs and bacon," Ms. Ross told Northforker. "I went, 'You paid money to learn that?' I soon quit my job to work full time on my cooking classes."



Wok on Wheels thrived for a decade, branching off into a successful catering business. But after Ms. Ross and her husband settled in Greenport in the 1990s, she realized that the community was not big enough to support the business, so she decided to open Scrimshaw in a prime space overlooking the harbor.



In addition to her daughter Sarah, Ms. Ross is survived by another daughter, Samantha Ross; her sisters, Raquel Remedios and Monica Oliveira; and two grandchildren. Her husband died in 2012.



Given her expertise in Asian cuisine, most people who knew Ms. Ross were surprised that she tilted in a different direction as a restaurateur. For her, it was never much of a question.



"I wanted an American restaurant, I didn't want an Asian restaurant," she recalled last year. "I said, 'No one is going to pay if you can go and get Chinese takeout for $5. Why are you going to pay $35 for Chinese food?'"
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Quotation of the Day: Mediterranean Drought Leads to Fears of 'Water Wars'


Jul 25, 2024


"In the luxury sector I can't tell them to ration showers."



ISIDORO di FRANCO
, the general manager of Verdura Resort near Agrigento in Sicily, on efforts to save tourism as parts of southern Italy and other Mediterranean regions are experiencing one of their worst droughts in decades.
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Most Valuable Player: A Star Raises the Profile of Women's Soccer in Africa



In seven years, Racheal Kundananji went from playing her first organized game to signing a multimillion-dollar contract. Her rise could have lasting effects.




Racheal Kundananji in Lusaka, Zambia, months after she signed a record-setting deal to join a team in the United States.




By John Eligon


Jul 25, 2024


Racheal Kundananji was just 17 when she showed up to practice with her first-ever soccer team wearing track spikes.



Until then, track and field was the only organized sport she had known in the Zambian copper-mining region where she grew up. Now she was sprinting around a bumpy patch of dirt that seemed more suitable for off-road biking than for soccer, displaying skills as rugged as the field itself.



"She would run very fast," said Risto Mupaka, a coach of the team, Konkola Queens. But, he added, "turning was a problem."



It didn't take her long to figure out the game. After only four practices, Kundananji played her first match. She scored three goals.



Seven years since that debut, Kundananji, 24, will lead Zambia's national team into the Paris Olympics carrying a title that those who knew her at 17 could have scarcely believed: She is now one of the most valuable women's soccer players on the planet.




Bay F.C., a San Francisco-based expansion team in the National Women's Soccer League, paid $788,000 to acquire Kundananji in February. It was the highest transfer fee ever paid for a female player.




That label was hung on her in February, after she joined Bay F.C. of the National Women's Soccer League in a deal that included a world-record transfer fee and a contract that could eventually pay her $2.5 million.



Kundananji's ascent, like many of her runs at goal, has been perfectly timed as she has ridden a wave of investment and interest in women's soccer that have lifted the sport's profile across the world. But her success has also created opportunities and hope for women's players in Africa, which continues to lag behind Europe and North America in providing resources and gaining respect for its rising talent. Many parents on the continent historically have nudged their daughters toward marriage and homemaking, not bicycle kicks and diving headers.



"I was like, 'OK, since she can play, I can also play," said Dainess Mupaka, who played with Kundananji on Konkola. "I was encouraged. I was motivated. She is an inspiration to everyone here in Zambia."



Since Kundananji's deal with Bay F.C., a team in the San Francisco Bay Area, was announced, coaches in Zambia -- a heavily indebted nation reliant on mining and agriculture -- say the number of girls wanting to play has shot up. And, for a change, their families are urging them on.



"Parents are coming to realize this game is a way out of poverty," said Chuka Onwumechili, the author of "Women's Football in Africa," which was published this month. "This is really an opening that's needed because this basically puts a high value on African talent."



An easygoing jokester with a gaptoothed smile as electric as her bleached hair, Kundananji initially didn't tell her mother, Eness Nambela Ng'ona, that she had joined a team. But her mother found out the truth through a friend.




The house where Kundananji lived as a teenager sits under a large mango tree in the Copperbelt Province town of Chililabombwe.




"I didn't want to discourage any of my children, whatever they chose to do," said Nambela Ng'ona, who has four other children and worked various jobs in mines. "I knew that women can do something in life."



Women's soccer began growing in Zambia in the early 1980s, said Hikabwa D. Chipande, who is the head of the African Union sports council and has researched the history of women's soccer in Zambia. Some of the strongest opportunities were in the north-central Copperbelt Province, where Kundananji is from, in large part because government-owned mines were directed to invest heavily in social amenities like sports clubs; Konkola Queens, for example, are backed by the Konkola Copper Mines.



But when a new government came to power in the early 1990s, the mines shifted to private ownership, and many, already reeling from a dip in copper prices, scaled back their investments in sports.



"The most vulnerable in the order of priority was women's leagues and women's sports," Mr. Chipande said. "Women's clubs really almost disappeared."



When Kundananji joined the national team in 2018, only one member played professionally full time. Now 13 do, according to Annie Nams, the head of the women's division of the Zambian soccer association. The national team, which played in the Women's World Cup for the first time last year, now packs stadiums in Zambia and receives government funding. Zambia started its first nationwide women's soccer league three years ago.




Kundananji, right, at the Women's World Cup in New Zealand in 2023. Zambia's group in the Olympics includes three heavyweights: the United States, Australia and Germany.




Kundananji may not even be Zambia's brightest female soccer star. Her Olympic teammate 
Barbra Banda joined the Orlando Pride
 in America a month after Kundananji's signing and is currently tied for the N.W.S.L. scoring lead, with 12 goals in 12 games.



"We've got good talent," Kundananji said. "We just need funds that's from the grass roots. Young girls are looking up to us who are here already, but we want them to have everything that we never had."



Kundananji joined Konkola Queens, which played in a provincial league in the Copperbelt, because they were close to her mother's low-slung, box-shaped home in the town of Chililabombwe.



An important lesson came early, during a game when Kundananji threatened to beat up an opponent and was admonished by the opposing coach, Wisdom Kaira.



"You are a good player," shouted Kaira, who would later recommend Kundananji to national team officials. "You can travel all around the world if you just work on your temper."



That message inspired a belief that she could make soccer a career, Kundananji said, even though she had to work as a welder because Konkola did not offer a salary.



"Some girls were asking me, 'Why do you play as if they are paying you?'" Kundananji said. "I was like, 'I'm targeting something big.'"




Kundananji after the creation of her foundation in Lusaka earlier this month.




More goals led to more opportunity. In 2018, a club owned by a petroleum refinery, Indeni Roses, was the first team to pay a transfer fee for Kundananji -- 3,000 kwacha, about $300 at the time. It also was the first to pay her a soccer salary: $70 a month, with a $50 bonus for wins. The club gave her a raise after her teammates demanded she receive more because she was so good.



A call to join Zambia's national team paved the way for her to make the leap to Europe in 2019: first to Kazakhstan, and eventually to two teams in Spain. In her first season with Madrid C.F.F., she finished second in the league in scoring, with 25 goals in 29 games. That breakout year came just as officials at Bay F.C., an expansion team building its first roster, were searching for a striker.



Impressed by what it saw, the club agreed to pay Madrid $788,000 to acquire the rights to Kundananji. It was the highest transfer fee ever paid for a female player.



So far, Kundananji's performance with Bay F.C. has not gone as she hoped. She has scored only two goals in 12 appearances, a reflection, she says, of the adjustments needed as she and her teammates get used to each other on the field.




Kundananji was presented with a painting at the opening of her foundation, which aims to empower young women through soccer.




She is also adjusting to wealth and rising stardom. Kundananji struggles to say no to loved ones seeking support, said Bernadette Deka-Zulu, the co-founder of the Racheal Kundananji Legacy Foundation, which aims to empower girls through sports, education and community development.



At the opening of her foundation this month in Zambia's capital, Lusaka, Kundananji -- who used to shed tears because she couldn't afford soccer shoes and was mocked at her first national team camp because of her tattered clothes -- turned up in a glamorous, full-length black coat and oversize sunglasses. She stepped to a podium on the sideline of a soccer field to address dozens of aspiring children and local dignitaries and admitted that she was out of her element.



"I'm a little nervous," she said, before reading haltingly from a sheet of paper.



It was only when she looked up and departed from her prepared remarks -- like a striker pivoting on instinct -- that Kundananji began to speak more confidently.



The moment epitomized what loved ones say has made her career successful: an unrelenting belief in herself. It also might be why the upcoming Olympics don't seem to scare her.



"Zambia is one of a kind," Kundananji said. "We are going to leave a mark."








Rabecca Lungu contributed reporting from Lusaka.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/24/world/olympics/zambia-uswnt-rachael-kundananji.html
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Dancers Drop Threat to Strike During Paris Olympics Opening Ceremony



Organizers avoided disruption by agreeing to give performers on temporary contracts a greater cut of broadcast royalties.




The opening ceremony for the Olympic Games in Paris will take place Friday on and around the Seine River in Paris.




By Aurelien Breeden


Jul 24, 2024


Dancers in France called off a threat to strike during the opening ceremony of the Olympic Games in Paris after event organizers met some of their demands, labor unions said on Wednesday.



Thousands of dancers, musicians and other performers are expected to line the bridges and banks of the Seine River on Friday for the ceremony, which for the first time ever is being held outside rather than in an enclosed sports stadium.



Some dancers, angered by disparities in pay, had threatened a walkout, which would have partly disrupted 
a widely anticipated and high-risk event
 that will be watched by millions across the world.



About 200 dancers even 
briefly interrupted
 a rehearsal on the banks of the Seine in protest earlier this week, standing motionless with their fists raised in the air for the duration of their eight-minute routine.



Labor unions were complaining that about 250 to 300 dancers employed on temporary contracts were being unfairly treated compared with the majority of the production's dancers, who are full-time employees of dance or ballet companies.



But the S.F.A.-C.G.T. union, which represents artists and performers, said after a meeting with the Games organizers on Wednesday that it had reached a deal on one of the dancers' main demands: increased broadcast royalties for the temporary contract dancers, who previously were going to receive far less than others.



In a 
statement
, the union claimed a "victory" that was "not total" and said the dancers had agreed to lift their strike threat.



The Paris 2024 Organizing Committee welcomed the outcome, calling the discussions with the dancers "constructive."



"The opening ceremony of the Paris 2024 Olympic Games will be a unique moment of celebration and unity," the committee said in a statement, "and we are delighted that it will be held under satisfactory conditions for all those involved."



But the union was unsuccessful in another of its main demands: increased housing and transportation stipends to ease the financial burden of dancers from outside the Paris region.



Labor unions have also 
worried
 that dancers positioned on some of the French capital's rooftops along the Seine are not receiving adequate protection from lead dust that has accumulated there over the years because of erosion, or that was 
deposited there more recently by the 2019 fire at Notre-Dame Cathedral
.



Ghislain Gauthier, the secretary general of the C.G.T.-Spectacle, an umbrella union for cultural and show business performers, said that it was unclear whether the organizers had followed rules governing work sites with risks of lead contamination.



"Normally, an expert laboratory has to come to evaluate the toxicity," Mr. Gauthier said. "We don't know if that was done."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/24/arts/dance/olympic-dancers-strike-opening-ceremony.html
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In a New Docuseries, Pete Rose Hustles for Redemption



"Charlie Hustle & the Matter of Pete Rose" examines the contradictions of one of the best (and most complicated) players in baseball history.




During his career, Pete Rose won three World Series, three batting titles and made 17 All-Star Games, but was later banned from baseball for betting on games.




By Jonathan Abrams


Jul 24, 2024


Pete Rose slowly eased into his chair at Cincinnati's Hard Rock Hotel and Casino and sighed, seemingly feeling all his 80-plus years during the second episode of HBO's new docuseries about baseball's exiled hit king.



From his seat, Rose beckoned for Marty Brennaman, the former Cincinnati Reds play-by-play announcer. The two men have known each other for decades. Brennaman approached and was eventually joined by his wife, Amanda Ingram Brennaman.



"You look good," Rose said to Ingram Brennaman. "Still got them jugs, don't you?"



"They're still a part of me, yeah," Ingram Brennaman replied in a deadpan. "They haven't gone anywhere."



Brennaman and Rose giggled as Ingram Brennaman called them old, dirty men.



The interaction seemed to belong to a bygone era, perhaps the one a half century ago when Rose was baseball royalty, before he was banned for gambling on games (including his own team's). Mark Monroe, the director of the series, "Charlie Hustle & the Matter of Pete Rose," could have chopped the scene. Instead, he said he wanted to depict how Rose treats both friends and strangers.



And it set up a 2022 clip later in the series showing Rose brushing off a female reporter's question about a statutory rape allegation, flippantly saying, "
It was 55 years ago, babe
." (In 2017, in an unrelated defamation suit pursued by Rose, an unidentified woman said in a sworn statement that 
she had begun a sexual relationship with him in the 1970s
 when she was 14 or 15; Rose acknowledged the relationship in a court filing but said that it started when she was 16.)



"There was a lot of talk by the entire creative team to try to show Pete in what he thinks is appropriate or what he thinks is OK to do in public," Monroe said, adding: "He's kind of stuck in 1965, 1970. And I think in that age he was a person who could do a lot of things that no one would say anything about."




Rose, who embraced the nickname "Charlie Hustle," was known for his headfirst slides.




"Charlie Hustle & the Matter of Pete Rose
,"
 a four-part documentary premiering Wednesday on Max, is a refreshing antidote to today's blizzard of sports documentaries produced by athletes' own production companies, pumping out sanitized versions of their triumphant journeys. Rose, a son of Cincinnati who won three World Series, three batting titles and made 17 All-Star Games, had no control over the final cut. But, on a decades-long quest to unsully his name, he was a willing participant as long as someone was going to tell his story.



"Everybody's got an opinion about me," Rose said during a recent telephone conversation. "But I got the only opinion that counts, to be honest with you."



Honesty. With Rose, not the most reliable of narrators, most problems originate with that. He 
drew a lifetime ban in 1989
 after baseball found that he bet on games while managing the Cincinnati Reds. Shortly after, baseball's Hall of Fame decided those on the permanently ineligible list would not appear on its ballot. Rose denied the gambling accusations until finally admitting to them 20 years ago, timing the confessions to the publication of a 
book
.



"What was most intriguing to me was the story of a man who was the best of the best, but also his own worst enemy," J.J. Abrams, the filmmaker and an executive producer of the docuseries, said. "It's a story full of contradiction. Inspiring and heartbreaking, hopeful and tragic. I'm not the world's biggest baseball fan -- but the story of this man was still deeply compelling to me."



Monroe, whose credits include being a producer on 2022's "
Lucy and Desi
," joined the project after the character actor Greg Grunberg, a passionate baseball fan and longtime friend of Abrams, began imagining it with the producer Glen Zipper. Although he did not closely follow baseball as child, he figured lots of people had heard of Rose, the cog of those Big Red Machine championship teams in the '70s.




Besides playing for his hometown Reds, he also had stints with the Montreal Expos and the Philadelphia Phillies during his 24-year career.




Rose was not the most athletically gifted. But no one in baseball outworked him, and he proudly took on the nickname Charlie Hustle, bestowed on him by two Yankee legends, Mickey Mantle and Whitey Ford, during a spring training game early in his career. (Whether the nickname was a compliment or a sarcastic dig remains open to interpretation.)



Nearly 
21,000
 people have played major league baseball across nearly 150 years. None have more hits than Rose's 4,256 -- a feat he wears proudly, and literally. Stitched prominently on the popped collar of Rose's shirt seen regularly throughout the docuseries are the words "Hit King."



The hustling has continued even after his life in baseball came to an end, earning him a substantial income by signing autographs. As Rose says in the docuseries, he moved to Las Vegas figuring tourists with disposable income would likely want to meet a celebrity while on vacation.



"He was an entertainer when he played," Monroe said. "He's an entertainer now. I think he saw being an entertainer and saying provocative things as a way to make noise, which is a way to make money, in a way to be relevant and to be someone who someone would pay for an autograph."



Throughout the making of the docuseries, Monroe found himself as the fact checker, trying to draw the line that distinguished the athletic hero and the mortal man.



A claim by Rose that he never lifted weights at a Gold's Gym linked with steroid use and the sale of illegal drugs is dismantled by a photo of Rose lifting weights at said Gold's Gym. That a rookie Rose initially gravitated to Black players on the Reds like Frank Robinson and Vada Pinson because the white players shunned him because of his brashness is accurate.



"It's not the end of the world if I said something I shouldn't have said," Rose said. "I don't think I did."



Rose spoke from Cooperstown, N.Y., home to the National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum, a place he can enter physically but not yet eternally. One does not arrive at Cooperstown on accident. Only on purpose. Last weekend, fans flocked there for this year's inductees into the Hall of Fame: Adrian Beltre, Todd Helton, Joe Mauer and Jim Leyland.



Rose makes the annual pilgrimage to sell his signature. "I do as well as anybody that comes here to sign autographs," he proudly pointed out.




Rose earns a substantial income from signing autographs for his still-substantial group of fans.




"
Charlie Hustle & the Matter of Pete Rose
" 
will surely resurface the debate over whether Rose should be eligible for the Hall of Fame and if the punishment fit the crime, especially now that sports betting has become more widespread. In the documentary, Rose says he would have received more mercy from baseball had he been an alcoholic or abuser.



Monroe has his own opinion on the matter but is keeping it to himself so viewers can draw their own conclusions. His goal was showing Rose as more than just a great baseball player.



Rose said he did not participate in the documentary to restart the Cooperstown conversation.



But that doesn't mean enshrinement, and soon, isn't important to him.



"Going in the Hall of Fame is not going to help anybody if I'm six feet under because going in the Hall of Fame is really for your family and your fans," Rose said. "You'd like to be here when your family celebrates and your fans celebrate, not somewhere looking down or looking up, whichever it may be."



He spoke of himself, and of Barry Bonds and Alex Rodriguez (both tied to the use of performance-enhancing substances) -- players who possess some of baseball's gaudiest statistics and are not in Cooperstown.



"All I can say about that is we made mistakes and baseball has a hard time with people who make mistakes," Rose said. "I did what I did and I'm sorry I did it back in '88, '89. You know how many years ago that was I've been suspended? That's a long time for betting on a baseball game."




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/24/arts/pete-rose-gambling-documentary.html
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'Time Bandits' Review: A Flatter Adventure



An adaptation of the 1981 film on Apple TV+ gives us time-traveling bandits of greater height and lesser amusement.




"Time Bandits" updates the 1981 movie. With, from left, Lisa Kudrow, Rune Temte, Kal-El Tuck, Tadhg Murphy, Charlyne Yi and Roger Jean Nsengiyumva.




By Mike Hale


Jul 23, 2024


When the bandits of the title burst into the bedroom of Kevin, an 11-year-old history buff, in the new Apple TV+ series "Time Bandits," among the first things you are likely to notice is: no dwarfs.



The show's source, Terry Gilliam's 1981 movie of the same title, was all about the dwarfs. There were six of them, who pilfered a map that identifies time portals and used it to try to steal whatever historical loot they could get their hands on. Along the way, they picked up Kevin, who came to serve as both the brains and the conscience of the operation.



The bandits in Jemaine Clement, Iain Morris and Taika Waititi's "Time Bandits," which premieres on Wednesday with two of its 10 episodes, are a fully heighted bunch; their more-or-less leader, Penelope, is played by Lisa Kudrow, who towered over her female co-stars on "Friends."



Changing things up after 43 years is unremarkable, and perhaps the film's less than nuanced presentation of the dwarf characters as a rollicking, bickering, slapstick bunch marked by physical abandon and short tempers gave the TV show's creators pause. (On the other hand, the change in those central roles 
has been criticized
 as anti-inclusive by advocates for little people, including descendants of the actors who played the original bandits.)



Among the next things you notice about this new "Time Bandits," though, is that nothing has replaced the energy that Jack Purvis, Kenny Baker and the other actors with dwarfism brought to the film. And while Clement, Morris and Waititi share some of the anarchic sensibility of Gilliam and his co-writer, Michael Palin, they present it here in a domesticated, flattened-out form.



As it follows the peripatetic adventures of the bandits -- from visits to the Maya empire and plague-ravaged medieval Europe to battles with dinosaurs and demons to confrontations with Pure Evil and the Supreme Being, the Mutt-and-Jeff deities of the "Time Bandits" universe -- the show is unfailingly clever, visually interesting and at least mildly amusing. It is wan, though, compared to other series that Clement, Morris and Waititi have collaborated on, like "Flight of the Conchords" and the riotous "What We Do in the Shadows."



The bandits, in addition to being taller, are now a more timorous, less successful bunch, with individual sets of neuroses that constitute their characters. Penelope's insecurity about her leadership qualities turns her into an order-barking harpy -- it's a dull role, and Kudrow doesn't do anything we haven't seen her do before. Alto (Tadhg Murphy) is a frustrated actor; Bittelig (Rune Temte) is an overly gentle giant; Widgit (Roger Jean Nsengiyumva), the keeper of the map, can't figure out how to use it. (The band becomes particularly male-heavy in the second half of the season, when Charlyne Yi, who plays the empath Judy, drops out of the action; Yi, who uses they-them pronouns, left the production after making public statements that they were abused on the set.)



The initial dynamic driving the story -- the bandit crew's desire for loot running counter to Kevin's enthusiasm for historical discovery, not to mention his basic decency -- is the same as the movie's, and Kal-El Tuck gives an engaging performance as the exhaustingly nerdy Kevin. And as with the Monty Python-style original, the continual time-and-place jumps lead to an episodic, sketch-like format in which the originality of the set pieces varies but some inevitably pop.



Mark Gatiss is lethally supercilious as the Earl of Sandwich, insisting on his status as the inventor of meat between slices of bread; Con O'Neil of "Our Flag Means Death" shows off his mastery of comic bluster as the sheriff of Nottingham. Clement is a worthy successor to David Warner as Pure Evil, gagging elaborately each time he tries to say "Supreme Being"; in an expanded role as said being, though, Waititi accomplishes less than Ralph Richardson did in a few minutes in the film.



The 10 episodes are filled out with new subplots. One, involving Kevin's sister, Saffron (Kiera Thompson), the meanest and most dismissive but also the spunkiest of siblings, is the best thing about the show; another, involving his and Saffron's parents, demonstrates that cleverness does not close the door on crowd-pleasing sentimentality.



Seen from 2024, one of the most distinctive things about Gilliam's film is its dystopian flavor, and the casual brutality of its humor and of its attitude toward its characters, particularly Kevin's parents. The series is softer, a quality that emerges fully in its treatment of the bond that grows between Kevin and Penelope. It could use a little more cruelty, and some of the boisterousness that the dwarfs brought to the film. Speaking of which, keep your eyes open: You never know who might pop up.




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/23/arts/television/time-bandits-review.html
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Critic's Notebook



Lincoln Center's Audiences Deserve Music Worthy of Them



When listeners were given the power to program an orchestral concert, the results were surprising.




Jonathan Heyward leading the opening concert of the Festival Orchestra of Lincoln Center at David Geffen Hall on Tuesday.




By Zachary Woolfe


Jul 24, 2024


I love the classical music canon, and I hate it.



To be precise, I hate the way we assume audiences will invariably choose it over what's new and unusual. If you listen to marketing departments, there may be grudging tolerance for some fresh sounds at the start of a concert, but basically, people want the standards -- more than ever, as their ticket-buying behavior over the past few years suggests they are only more enamored of chestnuts like "The Planets" and Beethoven's Ninth.



So it was a small but sweet triumph over this narrative when, on Saturday at David Geffen Hall, an audience did exactly the opposite. Finally, the familiar and the less so were put to a fair fight -- and who do you think won?



The battlefield was Symphony of Choice, a kind of preview performance at the start of the three-week, 13-concert season of 
the Festival Orchestra of Lincoln Center
. That's the slightly awkward name of what was once the Mostly Mozart Festival Orchestra, before the center's warm-weather offerings were consolidated as Summer for the City two years ago.



Streamlining previously competing series and festivals has made the schedule clearer. But it has also meant 
the disappearance of ambitious classical programming
 in favor of the sort of smaller-scale, pop-culture-oriented events that Shanta Thake, Lincoln Center's chief artistic officer since 2021, produced when she ran Joe's Pub at the Public Theater.



Amid the silent discos, mindfulness sessions and comedy nights, you get the sense that classical music is now viewed with faint irritation, as a stodgy and expensive waste of resources. People already know Lincoln Center for operas and symphonies during the regular season, the thinking goes, so the center's audience isn't going to be expanded in the summer through more of 
that
 -- especially if those symphonies aren't packageable as "experiences."



Which is why Symphony of Choice gave me pause when I first heard about it. The goal was for the Festival Orchestra, newly under the direction of the young conductor 
Jonathon Heyward
, to offer a taste of its programs over the next few weeks. The gimmick was a crowdsourced popularity contest.



The orchestra played snippets of two symphonic movements without announcing the piece or composer, and the audience voted by cellphone. The winning movement was then played in its entirety.



This continued over three rounds, to form a kind of Frankensymphony, with the finale of Schumann's Second at the end as an encore. The first round went to, well, Mozart, whose beloved "Haffner" Symphony's Presto beat out my choice, a sprightly Allegro con spirito from the Symphony in C by Marianna Martines, Mozart's Viennese contemporary.



In the second round, the first excerpt was a lovely slow movement that even a novice would have been able to identify as from the Classical era. Then the orchestra played something quite different: also slow in tempo but a bit thornier, certainly much more modern, and burningly urgent, even in a short passage. It had my vote. To my surprise and delight, the second excerpt won. Louis W. Ballard (1931-2007), the dean of Native American composers, beat Haydn with his 1974 piece "Incident at Wounded Knee."



Under the tall and graceful Heyward, who is also the new music director of the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra and whose M.C. work got more relaxed as the performance went on, the ensemble sounded crisp and genial. And, in one of Lincoln Center's best ideas of the past few years, this -- like all the orchestra's concerts -- was choose-what-you-pay, which meant that I gave just $5 to sit in one of the country's premier halls and hear a full helping of serious music. That is real populism.



The audience, a healthy mix of young and old, was still very mixed at the Festival Orchestra's official opening night on Tuesday; lots of applause between the movements of Beethoven's "Pastoral" Symphony was a heartening sign that many newcomers to classical music were in the house.




Claire Chase performed an hour of solo flute music in a performance space created inside one of Lincoln Center's underground driveways.




I admire the impulse to precede the "Pastoral" -- and begin the season -- with something new and substantial, but why would you kick off the summer with a piece as murkily long and lethargic as Huang Ruo's 40-minute "City of Floating Sounds," a listless dirge played in near-darkness? Its stretched-out drones, with harmonies shifting like a slow-rotating, dimly colored kaleidoscope, seem to aim for something like the tidal quality of John Luther Adams's "Become Ocean," but "City" lacks that work's grandeur and detail.



Before the concert, it was possible to download an app and walk toward the hall, following one of the recommended paths or making one of your own, while listening to the piece. People were randomly assigned slightly different mixes -- favoring the flutes, for example, or the strings -- so that the piece gained richness and a sense of completion as you encountered others. But the music didn't improve on deeper acquaintance.



The Festival Orchestra's rendition was a little unsteady, especially in the brasses, and the "Pastoral," too, felt unsettled, with Heyward egging on players who responded in fits and starts. There was some sensitive soft playing, but not the fully unified approach that can make the aftermath of the fourth movement's storm such a joyful release.



More memorable was a tinier concert on Friday, by the flutist Claire Chase. Lincoln Center has repurposed the underground driveway beneath its Broadway-facing grand steps as a performance space, and some mood lighting and cafe tables can't distract from the fact that you're sitting on asphalt in a barely glorified tunnel. With a performer as excellent and charismatic as Chase, though, it was hard to care.



Over five pieces, Chase moved smoothly through an array of flutes and moods -- ethereal, sepulchral, stark, solemn, fierce -- before ending with extended passages from Terry Riley's new "The Holy Liftoff," its dreamily repeated, upward-moving riff achieving a stirring consonance that was almost Coplandesque. More events like this, please, but bolder and bigger than an hour of solo flute in a porte-cochere.



And beyond summer, Lincoln Center needs to reassert itself as a presenter in its own right, rather than merely as a landlord for its constituent organizations. (Remember Great Performers? The White Light Festival?)



But for that to happen, there must be changes at the top. Henry Timms, who hired Thake during his term as the center's chief executive, 
is stepping down
 this summer. The board has the chance to replace him with someone committed to a truly full range of the performing arts.



Symphony of Choice gave me a glimmer of hope that audiences want to be challenged, not just pandered to. They deserve a Lincoln Center worthy of them.
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'Inspired by True Events' Review: True Crime Thriller Riddled With Cliches



The actor Ryan Spahn makes his Off Broadway playwriting debut with an immersive, psychologically shallow dark comedy.




Dana Scurlock, left, and Jack DiFalco in the immersive production that takes place in the green room of Theater 154 in the West Village.




By Brittani Samuel


Jul 24, 2024


In May 2010, Daniel Wozniak, an actor performing in a production of the musical "Nine" at the Liberty Theater in Los Alamitos, Calif., 
killed two people
. He dismembered the body of one of his victims, and kept a portion of it at another local theater. News of the heinous acts sent shock waves through the performing arts community, and more recently led the actor Ryan Spahn to write "Inspired by True Events," an Out of the Box Theatrics production now running at Theater 154 in the West Village.



This immersive show wisely plays off our modern-day fascination with true crime, but, frustratingly, it's missing the elements that keep the genre compelling: a clear mapping of intimate relationships, a psychological analysis of motive and a captivating villain.



"Inspired by True Events" begins with the stage manager, Mary (Dana Scurlock), of Uptown Theater -- the kind of scrappy local company that programs "A Christmas Carol" every winter to offset the cost of more adventurous work during other seasons -- entering a green room littered with grease-stained pizza boxes and empty bottles of vodka (the scenic design is by Lindsay G. Fuori), evidence of the previous night's opening festivities.



We're all backstage with Mary, inside the real green room of Theater 154. (The building's traditional theater is cleverly used too.) The backstage environment, made even more intimate by the production's 35-seat audience cap, adds multisensory layers to the show. When Mary puts on a fresh pot of coffee in anticipation of her haggard cast -- Colin (Jack DiFalco), Eileen (Mallory Portnoy) and Robert (Lou Liberatore) -- we not only smell the pungent brew but also the gurgling of the coffee maker cuts into the dialogue. The sound of the water roiling effectively hints at something more sinister to come.



Spahn and the director, Knud Adams, have a couple of these adrenaline-inducing tricks up their sleeves, including offstage thuds and the rustling of mice gnawing on something in the vents (sound design by Peter Mills Weiss). But the show is at its best when it lets the green room serve as a microcosm for these characters' anxieties: Colin's breakup with his girlfriend, Claire; Eileen's stress over her mother being in the audience; and Robert's laments about his horrible day. These interesting bits of character development have a meta impact, influencing how the Uptown players are preparing for their performance, and how we, the audience, come to view the Uptown players. These moments prove Spahn's ability to weave personality into the high-concept narrative fabric, so it's mind-boggling that he doesn't do it more frequently.



Colin, playing a version of Wozniak here, is frustratingly one-dimensional. Hints of his instability are scattered throughout -- Eileen drolly mentions he is on "80 medications," Colin dismisses conversation about his parents, and he struggles with his finances -- but why such superficial touches for a play so free to delve into the recesses of a killer's mind?



The female characters also suffer from a lack of depth. Mary is a model caricature of servitude: nurse to Eileen, timekeeper for Robert, patient therapist to Colin, maid to all. There's a suggestion of a longer-term relationship with Colin, but we never witness a reciprocal bond, only a dysfunctional dynamic where Mary is more like Colin's caretaker than his friend. (That Mary is twice Colin's age and, in this production, is played by a Black woman and Colin is played by a white man adds an undeniable and tired layer of racial cliche.) Eileen's ambitions are more fleshed out, and Portnoy works overtime as the show's primary comic relief. Her character's histrionics, however, rarely transcend the slightly insufferable trope of a big fish actor in a small community theater pond. Even the unseen Claire only exists as a muse for Colin's crimes.



As the narrative progresses, the insidiousness of Colin's actions are revealed, but his motives remain unclear. The show's impact is also hazy because "Inspired by True Events" is not quite funny enough for dark comedy, not puzzling enough for a whodunit, nor gripping enough to sit neatly into compelling true crime.



Inspired by True Events



Through Aug. 4 at Theater 154, Manhattan; 
ootbtheatrics.com
. Running time: 1 hour 30 minutes.
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This Year's BroadwayCon Raises the Curtain on Mental Health



The ninth annual fan event will include discussions on topics such as sobriety, self-care and body image. Here are six to look out for.




Hannah Cruz, left, and Shaina Taub as suffragist activists in the Broadway musical "Suffs."




By Sarah Bahr


Jul 24, 2024


Watching a Broadway musical can be an overwhelming experience -- to say nothing of the actors performing in it.



"If you die onstage, or your character's screamed at, your body believes that's really happening to you every night," said Hannah Cruz, who made her Broadway debut this spring in the women's suffrage musical "
Suffs
."



For decades, the industry fostered a "suck it up" culture of steely toughness. But one focus of this year's 
BroadwayCon
, which will draw thousands of theater lovers to the New York Hilton Midtown from Friday through Sunday, is to facilitate conversations about how performers deal with mental health, both on and offstage.



The planned discussions and events address a variety of topics, including the challenges of staying sober while working in the business and increasing accessibility for autistic audiences.  Here are six events you'll want to catch.



Autism and accessibility discussions



Theatergoers who want to share their experiences being on the autism spectrum, know someone who is or just want a safe space to learn more can take part in this event hosted by 
Skylar Reiner,
 a longtime Broadway fan.



"
Autism and Broadway: What It Means To Be a Fan While on the Spectrum
," Friday, 10 a.m.



Five autistic performing arts professionals -- including Conor Tague, Desmond Luis Edwards and Madison Kopec, who recently made 
their Broadway debuts
 in "
How to Dance in Ohio
" -- will discuss their personal experiences with accessibility in the arts, as well as best practices for collaborating with autistic creators.



"
Nothing About Us Without Us
," Saturday, 11:15 a.m.



Prioritizing self-care



Not too long ago, actors were expected to grapple with the toll of performing a demanding role eight times a week in silence.



"Even as a younger actor, I dug my heels in the ground, like, 'I don't need this waste of time and energy,'" Cruz, 32, said of her attitude toward discussions early in her career about mental health in rehearsal rooms.



But then, she said, she landed the role of Eliza Hamilton -- a character whose oldest son, Philip, dies onstage every night -- in the national tour of "Hamilton" in 2018.



"I was having a hard time recovering after Eliza loses Philip in Act II," she said. "It was tough to do that eight times a week and come back to myself. I learned the hard way that the tour was going to take a lot more work on my part to feel OK."



Cruz and three other Broadway actors -- Mary Testa ("Oklahoma!"), Alton Fitzgerald White ("The Lion King") and Max Crumm ("Grease") -- will discuss theater and emotional well-being, including self-care, managing anxiety and the effect of oppression and marginalization on mental health.



"Coming up, I was really stubborn -- I thought I could do everything on my own," Cruz said, "but speaking about it and seeing that other people have very similar experiences has been so helpful."



"
Musicals & Mental Health
,"
 
Friday, 2:30 p.m.



Grappling with body image



Performing artists have often had fraught relationships with their bodies, and this session, led by the psychotherapist Kimberly Hershenson, a former dancer with the Joffrey Ballet, aims to bring those conversations into the open. She will share strategies to understand and treat those struggling with negative body image and eating disorders, including strategies for dealing with unhealthy relationships with the body and food.



"
Eating Disorders and Body Image
,"
 
Friday, 5 p.m.



Sharing strategies for staying sober



It's one thing to give up alcohol if your job involves, say, operating heavy machinery. But when it comes to the arts and playwriting, the field is synonymous with well-known alcoholic geniuses such as Eugene O'Neill and Tennessee Williams.



"It's kind of baked into our industry that using whatever substance you have helps unlock the real you," said Sean Daniels, whose play "
The White Chip
," a dramatized version of his own experiences as an alcoholic, was recently staged Off Broadway. "But so many artists, like Terrence McNally, wrote the best work of their life after getting sober."



Daniels; two fellow artists in recovery, the director Elizabeth Addison and the actor Gregory Treco ("Hamilton"); and Alisa Hurwitz, a clinical psychologist at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center in New Hampshire, will discuss how they got help for addiction while working in the performing arts, as well as strategies for maintaining sobriety. Panelists will also share how addiction affected their work and personal lives, and the unexpected gifts of recovery.



"I really thought at one point that I was the only person in American theater who couldn't hold my liquor," Daniels said. "But so much of what keeps people sick is silence. It's so important to talk about it openly."



"
Sober in the City
," Saturday, 11:15 a.m.



Dancing your way to wellness



Chryssie Whitehead, a veteran dance teacher whose Broadway credits include roles in "
A Chorus Line
," "Chicago" and "Company," will lead an interactive workshop in which participants will learn choreography from "A Chorus Line" -- no experience necessary -- while discovering tools to care for their mental health.



"
In My Own Little Corner: Dance and Mental Health Workshop,
"
 
Saturday, 2:30 p.m.
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The Voices Young Conservatives Are Listening to Online



Thirty people ages 18 to 30 said they sought out individuals with strong opinions, especially those they see as outside the mainstream media.








By Rachel Janfaza


Jul 19, 2024


By the time that 
former President Donald J. Trump joined TikTok
 in June, conservative content was 
flourishing on the social media platform
, known for its grip on young people.



Mr. Trump's TikTok account is part of an online conservative ecosystem characterized partly by videos, streams and messaging that rail against traditional institutions and promote a cultural ideology that pushes back on social movements supporting different gender identities and diversity, equity and inclusion. That environment has had an 
effect on many voters
, particularly members of Generation Z, for whom Mr. Trump has been a consistent presence on presidential ballots since they became eligible to vote.



The appetite for conservative-leaning content online inspired CJ Pearson, 21 and a chairman of the Republican National Committee's Youth Advisory Council, to develop a digital initiative called Influence America. It will involve a network of people popular on the right who will share Republican Party messaging on platforms like TikTok and Instagram before the 2024 election. He plans to introduce Influence America in August.



"People follow people," said Mr. Pearson, a veteran of the youth-focused conservative platform 
PragerU
. "They don't follow organizations; they don't follow parties."



Historical 
voting patterns have shown
 that more young Americans are on the left or in the center
 
of the political spectrum. But some recent polls, including one released in July by 
The New York Times and Siena College
, have shown Mr. Trump making inroads with registered voters under 30. Other polls have shown that trust in traditional media, which is low with 
voters of all ages
, is exceptionally poor among 
young voters
.



To better understand what is resonating with young conservatives online, The New York Times asked 30 people between the ages of 18 and 30, all of whom identify as right-leaning, about the content they consume and the accounts they follow on social media.




Audience members applauded after a benediction by the Rev. Corey Brooks on Tuesday at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee.




Their answers reflected a
 
preference for individuals who make bold and sometimes biased statements rooted in cultural and religious beliefs. While many expressed skepticism of the mainstream media, some said that they relied on legacy outlets' coverage of breaking news for information about events before going to their preferred sources for opinions.



Katherine Mickelson, 19, of Sioux Falls, S.D., said that she would consult The Times, The Wall Street Journal or The Associated Press before seeking the accounts of people like Matt Walsh and Brett Cooper, conservative commentators for 
The Daily Wire
, and Riley Gaines, a former University of Kentucky swimmer who 
sued the N.C.A.A.
 after it allowed transgender women to participate in women's college sports.



Even though some of the accounts Ms. Mickelson follows online belong to people who cover politics, she sees the content they share as different from mainstream coverage. For instance, she appreciates that Mr. Walsh of The Daily Wire "says outright, This is what I believe, and this is probably how it's going to be biased in his way," she said. (Among other positions, Mr. Walsh is known for taking an aggressive stance against L.G.B.T.Q. rights.)



"Whereas other media sources will tell you they're not biased, nonpartisan," added Ms. Mickelson, who is a student at Baylor University. "But clearly there are biases, and they do lean different ways."



Nolan Jackett, a 21-year-old electrician in Richfield, Wis., also follows staff members at The Daily Wire, a media company whose founders include the 
right-wing pundit Ben Shapiro
. He finds what they share "less scripted, more legitimately relatable" and "generally more conservative" than content from mainstream right-wing media personalities.



Leona Salinas, 19, who lives near Uvalde, Texas, said she liked how Ms. Cooper, 22 and the host of The Daily Wire's video series "The Comments Section," critiqued progressive stances on social issues like diversity and abortion. "She says what everybody is thinking and is too afraid to say," said Ms. Salinas, a student at Texas State University.



Alex Mahadevan, who works to debunk misinformation as the director of MediaWise at the Poynter Institute, a nonpartisan nonprofit organization, said young people's increased trust in the online chattering class rather than in the mainstream media was a problem because content creators, unlike most journalists, "are bound by no journalistic ethics." That pertains to people across the political spectrum: 
Hasan Piker
, a popular left-leaning streamer on Twitch and YouTube, "shares as much misinformation as anyone on the right," he added.



Mr. Mahadevan said the preference for content that affirmed beliefs stemmed from what he called a core human desire: the need for validation. "Confirmation bias and motivated reasoning are so powerful in humans," he said. "We want to believe the facts that confirm what we think."



Mr. Mahadevan added that the way some people selectively consumed mainstream news was exemplified after the 
shooting of Mr. Trump
 at a campaign rally in Pennsylvania on Saturday.



"Think about 
the most powerful image
 that came out of the event, and that is Trump bloody with his fist in the air with the American flag in the background," he said. "That was taken by an A.P. photographer. The A.P. is, like, the most traditional mainstream media." But that hasn't stopped people who claim to distrust the mainstream media from "taking that image and sharing it far and wide and saying this is the hardest image ever," Mr. Mahadevan added.



Lucy Cox, 20, of from Claremont, Calif., said she rarely saw examples of conservative women while growing up. That's partly why she was drawn to Ms. Cooper of The Daily Wire and to Isabel Brown, a Gen Z streamer affiliated with the youth-focused conservative organization 
Turning Point USA
.



"I feel like there's a lot of pushback with females being Republican," Ms. Cox said. In a 
Gallup study
 released in March, only 21 percent of participating women between the ages of 18 and 29 identified as conservative, while 37 percent identified as moderate and 40 percent as liberal.



Ms. Cox valued the fact that Ms. Cooper and Ms. Brown often addressed less directly political topics, like relationships. Both have given attention to the concept of 
tradwives
, shorthand for traditional wives, which is based on the thinking that a woman's place is in the home; Ms. Brown has also criticized 
hormonal birth control
.



Ms. Cox, a student at the University of California, Berkeley, is not a fan of so-called 
situationships
, a term for relationships without clear terms, or the rise of 
hookup culture
, in which casual relationships are prioritized over meaningful ones. The women she follows online "bring a lot of attention to it and say, 'Guys, this is not normal,'" Ms. Cox said. "That really resonates with me."



Tristin Lollar, 22, of Jasper, Ala., said he followed people online who didn't shy away from sharing content that "rides the edge" of acceptable political discourse. They include John Doyle, a YouTube host who 
was involved in efforts to overturn the 2020 election results
, and Daniel Harris, a YouTube streamer known as the Rageaholic who has called the "narrative" of the Jan. 6 Capitol attack "a myth."



Mr. Lollar said he appreciated that both were "expressing their true beliefs, no matter how problematic that may be." He added that he did not want the Fox News pundit Sean Hannity, or the CNN news anchor Jake Tapper, to tell him what he should think.



But Mr. Lollar, who is starting law school at the University of Alabama this fall, said that he also believed President Biden won the 2020 election. He said he knew that some of the right-wing accounts he followed had shared information that was not fact-checked.



"It does fall under free speech," he said, acknowledging an argument often used to justify commentary that is divisive and not based in facts. "But on the other end of the spectrum, it's like, shouldn't you be more responsible knowing that you have an audience full of people who are very impressionable?"



Mr. Lollar hopes that the attempted assassination on Mr. Trump "serves as a wake-up call for alternative media outlets and creators to refrain from incendiary rhetoric," he said, and that it will encourage "peaceful dialogue between all sides going forward." Other young conservatives echoed these sentiments.



Ebo Entsuah, 30, of Clermont, Fla., said he looked for nuanced content in a media ecosystem full of polarization and hot takes. "I look for somebody who's not just trying to '
own the libs
,'" he said, naming Brad Polumbo, a 
gay, right-leaning commentator
 who identifies as libertarian, as among those he follows.



Mr. Entsuah, a former city councilman in Clermont who has worked for Gov. Ron DeSantis of Florida, added that he looked for people who were not afraid to call out statements that were false or misinformed. "That's not just on the Democratic side, but on the Republican side as well," he said.



Top image: Photographs by (clockwise from top left) Paul Morigi/Getty Images; Attila Kisbenedek/Agence France-Presse -- Getty Images, via Maggie Anders; Jason Davis/Getty Images; Rebecca Noble for The New York Times; Elijah Barrett for The New York Times; Pavel Rusakov; via John Doyle; Araya Doheny/Getty Images (center)




This article was downloaded by calibre from https://www.nytimes.com/2024/07/19/style/young-conservative-republican-social-media-influence.html



	
	Articles
	Sections
	Next





	Previous
	Articles
	Sections
	Next




A Kamala Harris Impersonator Is Ready for Her Moment



Allison Reese, a comedian, does TikTok's favorite impression of the vice president. She's about to have a busy week.




"It's been a weirdly crazy day," said Allison Reese, a comedian, on Sunday night, after President Biden announced he would endorse Kamala Harris as the Democratic presidential candidate after stepping down as its nominee. "I can't imagine what Kamala's actual day was like."




By Callie Holtermann


Jul 22, 2024


Moments after President Biden 
announced on Sunday
 that he was withdrawing from the 2024 presidential race, Allison Reese's phone began flickering with text messages.



"Excited for you!" one read.



"I hope this is going to be good for the country, but also for you," went another.



A third: "You're about to be so famous."



Ms. Reese, 32, who lives in Los Angeles, is not a presidential hopeful or a political operative. She is a comedian known for her impression, since the 2019 Democratic presidential primary, of Vice President Kamala Harris. With 
Mr. Biden's endorsement
 on Sunday, Ms. Harris became the leading contender for the Democratic nomination.



Ms. Reese puts on pearls and a distinct vocal affect for the satirical sketches she posts on TikTok, where she has more than 200,000 followers, as 
@alienreese
. Her account gained another 10,000 of them on Sunday after she began riffing on the news.



"It's been a weirdly crazy day," said Ms. Reese, who is also a television writer and host of the podcast "The N'Kay Hour," in an interview on Sunday night. "I can't imagine what Kamala's 
actual
 day was like."



At American comedy institutions like "Saturday Night Live," an impressionist's career can soar or sputter alongside a 
candidate's political prospects
: Tina Fey won an Emmy for her parody of the vice-presidential candidate Sarah Palin in 2009; Dana Carvey played a handful of presidents including George H.W. Bush. President Biden has been portrayed by a rotating cast of actors including Jason Sudeikis, Jim Carrey and Mikey Day.



Ms. Reese first stepped into the role of Ms. Harris during an "S.N.L." showcase, which is essentially an audition for the show's creator Lorne Michaels, in the summer of 2019, the year Ms. Harris first sought the Democratic nomination for president.



"I was like, wow, as a half-Black woman, when am I ever going to get the chance to use this skill?" Ms. Reese said. "I can do a lot of different vocal impressions, but it was never applicable to me."



The voice took a couple of tries to get right. Ms. Harris's delivery is musical with a touch of vocal fry, Ms. Reese said. She lifts the pitch of a phrase when she feels it is important, and splits long words into equally enunciated syllables.



And then there is her laugh: a cascading peal that arrives unpredictably, sometimes midsentence. "It's like, you're surprised to have laughed, and then you're really settling in to enjoying that you're laughing," Ms. Reese said.



The impression did not ultimately land Ms. Reese a spot on "S.N.L.," which recruited its 
former cast member Maya Rudolph
 to play Ms. Harris during the primary. But Ms. Reese kept developing the character in comedy showcases and in 2021 began posting videos as the vice president on social media.



Ms. Reese has played Ms. Harris reacting to the Republican primary debates and former president Donald J. Trump's indictment. She has done 
multiple
 
takes
 on Ms. Harris's 
now-famous rhetorical question
, "You think you just fell out of a coconut tree?"



"You're better at Kamala than Kamala is," 
a commenter wrote
 on one of her videos.



The impression earned Ms. Reese the attention of the comedian Billy Eichner, who cast her in his 
2022 movie "Bros."
 She appeared as the vice president on a 
2022 episode
 of "Lovett or Leave It," the comedy spinoff of 
"Pod Save America."



As her profile has grown, Ms. Reese has taken heat from both sides of the political spectrum. "A popular comment is, 'I can't stand her, you nailed it,'" Ms. Reese said. Fans of the vice president sometimes comment that the exaggerated, jokey impression diminishes Ms. Harris's intelligence.



"It is a very difficult time to do these impressions," Ms. Reese said. "You can't just be like, 'I'm being a silly goose!' You have to be intentional and thoughtful, because some people take it very seriously." She added that it was never her goal to make the vice president appear unintelligent.



Ms. Reese hopes the vice president does secure the nomination, for reasons both personal and professional. "I think she's got a good head on her shoulders," Ms. Reese said. "I don't agree with everything, but who would?"



Like any good politician, Ms. Reese has her own circle of trusted advisers. She reached out to a friend who does an impression of Mr. Biden about filming a video in which he passes the baton.



And she will be watching closely for Ms. Harris's next moves. "A thing will happen, and I'm like, all right, get the wig," she said.



Audio produced by 
Tally Abecassis
.
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Swing Shift



The Broadway Actor Who Designs Dressing Rooms Inspired by Her Characters



Krysta Rodriguez has found an avid audience for her new side business: creating dramatic interiors.








By Juan A. Ramirez


Jul 17, 2024


As a child, the actor Krysta Rodriguez would mentally rearrange unfamiliar rooms as a way of soothing herself. The fixation followed her everywhere, from friends' houses to historical sites. She remembers visiting a clothing store in Paris with her family when she was 11 and obsessing over where she would put a bed if she lived there. "As I'm thinking about it, it was probably a control issue," she says. "I immediately try to figure out what a space wants to be. Is it a midcentury house that got renovated in the '90s with all this incorrect architecture? I clear it away."



Over the past two decades or so,
 
Rodriguez, 39, has mostly channeled this aesthetic intensity into her character work, for roles on both the stage and screen (including a 
memorable turn
 as Liza Minnelli in the 2021
 
Netflix series "Halston"). In 2022, while appearing as Jean-Michel Basquiat's fictional girlfriend in the
 
Broadway play "The Collaboration," she arranged her dressing room to look like a messy artist's loft, filled with the kind of ratty '70s furniture that her character would have grabbed from the streets of the East Village in the '80s. She says the actor Nathan Lane, with whom she co-starred in "The Addams Family" musical in 2010, helped her realize dressing rooms could be taken seriously when he turned his into an extravagant lounge, complete with a full bar. She also credits the actor
 
Michael Cerveris, who painted his walls blood red and brought in a vintage barber's chair while starring in a 2006 revival of "Sweeney Todd." "I try to use these spaces as a gateway," Rodriguez says of her own dressing rooms. "I want to have some sense of the character, even if it's not my personal style."




Nestled among framed photos of Jordan's friends and family are mementos from previous performances, including a bobblehead doll of his character on the TV series "Supergirl."




In 2020, when acting work slowed during the pandemic, she turned her interest in interior design into a full-fledged
 
business, renovating the homes of clients in her native Orange County, Calif., and beyond. But it wasn't until this spring that Rodriguez decorated a dressing room for another actor. When her friend Jeremy Jordan was preparing for his leading role in the Broadway musical adaptation of "The Great Gatsby," he asked Rodriguez to
 
lend her design expertise. She took inspiration from the subtle details of the character's Jazz Age world rather than creating what she calls a "Party City Art Deco 
theme
." Jordan's only request was that she make the windowless room, deep within the Broadway Theater, feel cozy. Rodriguez decided to reimagine the space as a sunroom in Jay Gatsby's Long Island mansion, with a soothing watercolor wallpaper of a Japanese maple tree, to reflect the era's affinity for 
Japonisme
, and a marine blue love seat whose tropical plant print pillows match a nearby bird of paradise.



"We had differing priorities sometimes," she says. "He wanted a comfortable space where he could play video games. I wanted something totally beautiful where you drink champagne and invite guests over. I've known him for so long, and he has a wife, so he knows how to defer." Rodriguez added towels monogrammed with the initials J.G. and Prohibition-era photos; more personal touches include a vanity surrounded by mementos from Jordan's previous roles, such as a "Newsies" cap and a miniature Venus flytrap toy commemorating his stints in the current Off Broadway revival of "Little Shop of Horrors." Jordan had never seen any of Rodriguez's dressing rooms or done much decorating of his own, but he felt that playing Gatsby called for some flair. "Peacock lamp? Why not? This crazy wallpaper with sconces? I would've never thought to do that, but great," he says.



"My design and renovation work relates so much to my acting," Rodriguez says. In both cases, "you want to figure out who this person is and what experiences have made them who they are." Unlike a primary home, she adds, dressing rooms don't have to be functional; they just need to provide respite. "They can be purely fun," she says. "And even if no one sees the room" -- as was the case during "Into the Woods" in 2022, when guests were not allowed backstage, and her enchanted forest-inspired space went largely unseen -- "I still spend weeks putting wallpaper up, because it's important to me."
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A Masterpiece of 20th-Century Sculpture That You Can Wear Around Your Neck



This fall, the French fashion house Celine will release a miniature version of a work by the artist Jean Arp -- in the form of a pendant.




A silver necklace by the French fashion house Celine based on the artist Jean Arp's sculpture "Ptolemy II" (1958).




By Megan Conway


Jul 18, 2024


In 1952, the German-French artist 
Jean Arp
 made several trips to Greece, where he encountered the ideas of 
Claudius Ptolemy
, the Greco-Roman astronomer, mathematician and geographer best known for his maps of the stars, which date to the second century A.D. Arp had helped found the radical Dada art movement in Zurich in 1916 and went on to become a leading Surrealist, but by this stage of his career, he was most preoccupied with the forms of the natural world -- a fascination that he recognized in Ptolemy's work. Some years later, back at the artist's studio just outside of Paris, this discovery would inform Arp's "Ptolemee" series of abstract sculptures, including "
Ptolemee II
" (1958), a roughly three-foot-tall biomorphic bronze that is widely considered to be among his masterworks. If Ptolemy hoped to reveal the contours of the universe in maps and treatises, Arp, who died in 1966 at 79, sought to render them in solid, three-dimensional form.



This fall, the French fashion house Celine will release a miniature version of "Ptolemee II," made in collaboration with Fondation Arp, that can be worn as a pendant necklace. It will be the third piece produced by the Celine Artist Jewelry Program, a project conceived by the brand's creative director, Hedi Slimane, with the goal of translating celebrated works by avant-garde artists into wearable objects. First, in 2020, came a columnlike pendant based on a sculpture by the 20th-century French artist Cesar, followed, in 2022, by a necklace that drew on the work of the 20th-century American artist Louise Nevelson. The Arp edition comprises 50 silver and 50 vermeil pendants, each with a matching silver or vermeil rounded link chain, and will be offered at nine select Celine boutiques. The piece can be worn long, as a sautoir, or short, wrapped twice around the neck. The pendant can also be detached and positioned, like a tiny sculpture, on a tabletop or shelf.



Measuring just under two and a half inches tall, the piece is modeled precisely after "Ptolemee II," with a looping, ovular exterior structure embracing a hollow interior. Arp created the bronze and limestone sculptures in the "Ptolemee" series by first carving into curved plaster forms, a process that allowed him to "work on and cut out a part of the round figure, to sand it and thus give rise to new shapes," says Etienne Robial, the president of the Fondation Arp. Located in Meudon-Clamart, France, the organization is run from the home and studio that Arp shared with the artist Sophie Taeuber-Arp, his wife and one of his many close collaborators, until her death in 1943.



Arp believed strongly in the value of creative exchange, says Robial. Over the course of his career, the artist worked with painters including Hans Richter, Max Ernst and Sonia Delaunay. He also partnered with weavers on Aubusson tapestries; ceramists for works produced by the French porcelain manufacturer Sevres; and jewelers for a series of pieces made by the French goldsmith Francois Hugo. Arp felt, in fact, that artists should labor collectively, in communities like the anonymous craftsmen of the Middle Ages -- strengthening each other's skills and fueling each other's passions. Robial ventures that it's a sentiment he would have applied to the project with Celine too. "During the two years we worked together, we focused all our expertise on the question: Would Arp have approved of such a project?" Robial says. His answer: "Yes, Arp would have loved it."
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'Love Island USA' Finds Its Magic Formula for Success



A new host, an embrace of social media and some excellent casting led to the former also-ran becoming the summer's buzziest show.




Contestants couple up on "Love Island USA" in hopes of eventually being declared "most compatible." This season's winners will be named on Sunday night.




By Jessica Roy


Jul 21, 2024


There is no shortage of dating reality shows, but this summer one is receiving the majority of the buzz. "Love Island USA," an American spinoff of a popular British dating show, is dominating social media discourse, breaking streaming records and making 
fans
 out of even the most curmudgeonly 
anti-reality
 TV watchers.



The show, which streams on Peacock, gathers a group of contestants, called islanders, into a luxury villa (this season is in Fiji) and tasks them with coupling up, either out of true love, friendship or simple survival. Islanders who are single were kicked out of the villa, and every so often American viewers have been asked to vote out their least favorite couple. In Sunday night's season finale, the pair voted "most compatible," will win a cash prize of $100,000.



The show is captured through 80 to 90 cameras installed around the villa, which feed footage to a war room at the resort's reception area. There, a crew of 450 producers, editors and postproduction executives make decisions about what footage will make the cut.



"What's shot on a Monday is delivered to the network on a Tuesday, and it works that way every day for a six-week run," Simon Thomas, an executive producer at ITV Entertainment, the production company for "Love Island," said in an interview.



Though "Love Island USA"
 
has been on air since 2019, this season -- its sixth -- has been by far the most successful. The first three seasons, which aired on CBS, received moderate viewership but did not live up to the success of the original British version. This season, the show has been the top reality series across all streaming platforms since its start on June 11, according to preliminary data from Nielsen. The show has also dominated social media, overshadowing Peacock's other fan favorites like "The Traitors."




Ariana Madix's supportive approach as host has been a huge hit with viewers.




What accounts for the sudden surge of success? According to fans and the people behind the show, this season's massive success has been a combination of changing the host, embracing social media and improving the casting process.



At the top of list is the show's new host, Ariana Madix, who is known for her starring role on Bravo's "Vanderpump Rules."



Ms. Madix took over for the actress Sarah Hyland, who hosted the fourth and fifth seasons, and her devoted fan base -- already primed to watch and enjoy reality television -- followed her to the new gig. On "Love Island USA," Ms. Madix has adopted something of a big sister role, openly rooting for each couple and appearing to be genuinely invested in their relationships.



"I started watching this season partly because Ariana had joined and I really enjoy her," said Ira Madison, the TV writer and host of the pop culture podcast "Keep It." "I tuned in and I was like, 'Oh, wait.'"



Mr. Madison, who said he had begun posting about the show after seeing so many people on his feed use a "Love Island USA" hashtag, believes social media is also a major factor in this season's success.



"I think that one of the biggest things that is still going for Twitter is that people who watch reality TV need places to talk about it," he said. "And the show is doing really well on TikTok, where they're publishing clips."



That's all part of Peacock's strategy. The streaming service views social media not just as a marketing tool but as a necessary part of the postproduction process.



"We invest a lot of time and money into a team who are making content for social media," Mr. Thomas said. "And then you pair it with the idea that we've always been this appointment TV for people who are too young to remember what appointment TV is. So you bring people together at nine o'clock, and you get that water cooler vibe."




A new production process let the production company behind "Love Island USA" spend more time on casting, which has paid dividends. 




"TikTok has been huge," said Sharon Vuong, executive vice president of alternative programming and development at NBCUniversal. "The audience is on TikTok, sharing things and taking advantage."



"As social media grows, we grow along with it and we adjust our strategy, but it's always been embedded in part of the process," she added. "And it's not separate from production. It's part of production."



Iain Stirling, the Scottish comedian who has provided the dry voice-over for "Love Island UK"
 
since 2015 and is back for his third season with "Love Island USA," believes another big factor in the success is this season's exceptional casting.



"The most important thing with any reality show is casting," he said. "And they've done an absolutely fantastic job with the cast, especially the girls. They've done a really good job of showing the girls' flaws in a relatable way. The likability comes from watching a flawed character and being like, 'Oh my god, that's me.'"



Corie Henson, the executive vice president of unscripted content, competition and game shows at NBCUniversal, said that ordering two seasons ahead of time gave the producers the ability to be more methodical with casting -- a luxury they did not have before.



"We actually got to meet all of them in person and make those decisions way out ahead of time," she said. "And that's the first time we've really gotten to sort of nurture the cast like this, where we haven't been, you know, running to a new location, or casting over Zoom because of Covid. So, it was just like, everything really lined up."



And for Mr. Stirling's part, he believes the last element of success was pairing his dry, self-deprecating voice-overs with Ms. Madix's big sister approach.



"What's quite nice is me as the voice and Ariana are a lovely juxtaposition," he said. "You've got me as the voice going, 'Oh that's a silly thing we're all looking at' and you've got Ariana being like, 'I genuinely really care about these people.' And I think that sort of encapsulates the two emotions you feel while watching Love Island."
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Piece of Me



The Jewelry Shiona Turini Never Takes Off



The costume designer of "Lady in the Lake" and a stylist of looks for Beyonce's "Cowboy Carter" understands the value of jewelry people wear every day.



By Amelia Diamond


Jul 20, 2024


Somewhere at the bottom of the North Atlantic Ocean, in the middle of the Bermuda Triangle, is one of four gold bracelets, gifted to Shiona Turini by her mother. She lost it while diving into the water from a cliff. A friend helped her search underwater for it with no luck. But this hasn't deterred Ms. Turini from wearing most of her personal jewelry at all times.



In an interview that has been edited and condensed, one of the stylists behind Beyonce's "Cowboy Carter" era talked about her most cherished pieces: two necklaces and the three remaining gold bracelets that represent home; three rings; and a friendship bracelet that she found at a truck stop while styling Beyonce's Renaissance Tour.



Do you have a favorite piece of jewelry?



I pretty much wear the exact same jewelry every single day. I'll start with the bangles: I feel like every Caribbean girl has gold bangles. And when I was, I guess, turning 16, my mom gave me these four. The thing with my mom is that she always wore a stack of gold bangles, so every time she walked down a hallway, I would hear the jingle-jangle. And now I do that. I've had people at work be like, "I always know when you're coming." That is a sound that defined my childhood.




Shiona Turini, bottom left, with her mother, father and sister.




It looks like you're wearing three bangles right now ...



I was filming a video one summer, and I had climbed up this very high cliff in Bermuda, and I went up higher than I've ever been and jumped and lost one of the bracelets. I've spent the past couple years, every time I meet jewelry designers, asking if they can recreate this so that I could go back to my four.



What's the story behind the gold pendant necklace you never take off?



These are my parents' fingerprints. My mom gave me this for Christmas one year. And my sister also wears an identical one. Even when I shop for jewelry, if I get myself something, I get my sister one, too.



What's the other necklace?



This little necklace, which is a new addition to the crew, is a map of Bermuda. I love it so much, because it's locally made. This couple that I'm obsessed with, they have a jewelry store. It's called 
Davidrose
, and it was a part of their new launch.



What about your rings?



So these three rings right now, I never take off. The first one is very special, because it's the ring I used in "Queen & Slim." It was my first film; it was Lena Waithe's first film, it was Melina Matsoukas's first film. The Cartier Panther ring: I love panthers. And then this was a gift from Chanel.




The jewelry Ms. Turini travels with.




Tell me about your bracelet.



This is my friendship bracelet. I was on the Renaissance Tour as a stylist, and when we were on the road, I was on Bus Six, and I loved the crew on my bus. It was glam and the rest of wardrobe, and we would play this game at the truck stops. We called it "truck stop fashion." Sometimes it'd be like, OK, you have to go and buy a $10 gift for someone else. So on this day we were like, OK, we all need to get friendship bracelets.



What are some things you consider when styling jewelry on someone else?



I love when people have that piece that they never take off. We all know how it works on the red carpet: You borrow jewelry, you give it back. The most fun I have styling clients is when we get to incorporate their own jewelry.



How do you bring out a fictional character's "personal style" through jewelry?



For "Insecure," I tried to work with as many Black jewelry designers as possible and make sure that you saw it more than once onscreen.
 
"Lady in the Lake" was my first period piece. So I got to deep dive into 1960s fashion and '60s jewelry. If you had the necklace, you had the earring and you might have had the cocktail ring. It was so much about a full set.



Do you have any jewelry that you find yourself styling over and over?



I love 
Tiffany's Bone Cuff
. I use them so much in my work, for so many different clients, because I love the history of Elsa Peretti. The other piece of jewelry that is a frequent theme in my work are grills. I worked in an orthodontist office for so long -- all through high school and college. Designing grills is one of my favorite custom jewelry moments, and I've done it for so many clients. We did it for "Queen and Slim." And I did a whole grills story when I worked at Cosmo. There's so much passion and care in designing a piece of jewelry for the teeth. I've been doing it for a while, because it's something that I felt culturally connected to, being from an island, and going to a Black college. It feels like it's rooted culturally in me.
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piece of me



Megan Stalter's Scorpio Ring



The actress made sure that the ring, a style also owned by her girlfriend, became a part of her costume for her role in an upcoming show by Lena Dunham.



By Amelia Diamond


Jun 29, 2024


Megan Stalter has lost almost every piece of jewelry she's ever owned.



But she's determined to flip the script on the Scorpio signet ring that she wore for a recent interview with The New York Times. Ms. Stalter's girlfriend wears another ring just like it.



Ms. Stalter found the matching rings at a store in Hollywood that sells jewelry, greeting cards and crystals. She was looking for a piece she could wear to pay homage to her girlfriend while filming "
Too Much
," a forthcoming Netflix series by Lena Dunham, in which Ms. Stalter has a starring role.



Ms. Stalter also stars as the titular, leopard-coat-wearing character in the recently released film "Cora Bora." And she has stolen many scenes in her supporting role on "Hacks," the comedy series, over its three seasons on Max.



The 33-year-old actress, in an interview that has been edited and condensed, talked about the ring that she has refused to lose, and why it is worth holding onto.



Tell me about the jewelry you're wearing.



It's a Scorpio ring that matches a ring I gave to my girlfriend, who is a Scorpio. It was a secret sign to show her that I was thinking of her in all of the scenes in the last show I did.



Did you wear it while you were filming?



I made it a really big deal on set for me to be able to wear the ring. I said, "I really need my character to wear this ring; it's really important to me that the character has this ring because someone in the character's life must have given it to her."



Everyone was kind of like, Why does she care about that ring so much? It wasn't something the character naturally would wear. So I had to have a whole story about it, and I was like, "Yeah, I feel like someone gave it to her."




"I wanted to get something for us that's matching, because I was going away for a big job, and so I was like, I want us to have the same thing to look at," Megan Stalter said about the ring she shares with her girlfriend. "It reminded me of her, so I wanted to be wearing it."




They didn't mind if I wore it, but they wanted to find a replica ring because they want to have backup stuff in case you lose the original. But they couldn't find one -- I even told them what store I bought it at. They couldn't get another one. And I'm like, "OK, I guess we have the only two."



Your girlfriend is a Scorpio. What's your sign?



I'm a Virgo, but they didn't have that option.



Had you been searching for a ring for the two of you, specifically? Or did you come across the Scorpio ring and get that idea?



I wanted to get something for us that's matching because I was going away for a big job. I wanted us to have the same thing to look at. It reminded me of her, so I wanted to be wearing it.



I'm not a ring person. It's nice to have one that means a lot. I'm really proud of myself that I haven't lost the ring because it's important to me.



Did wearing the ring while filming "Too Much" ever take you out of character? Did it help you get into character?



I'm wearing it during earlier parts of my character's life in the show, not in the whole show. So wearing the ring actually did make me think, this is her younger. But the ring's real meaning is for me.



The costume is such a big part of the character. When you put on the stuff, it feels different than your own clothes. My dresser in the show actually told me that people are warmer in their own clothes. Costumes are not yours, so you don't feel as warm.
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